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Pollack  Fishing,  Port  Erin,  23 
Pollack    Fishing,    Something  Like, 
41,  95 

Pollution  of  Rivers  in  Lancashire,  515 
Port  of  London  Bill,  The,  459 
Portugal,  Trout  and  Salmon  Angling 
in,  416 

Profanity,  the  Origin  of,  66 
Prosecutions  at  Dumfries,  271 
Provincial  Notes,  Weekly 
"  Psaras." — Pollack  Fishing,  23 


Reviews  and  Notices  of  Books — con- 
tinued. 

McCleliand's  Fly  Dressers'  Cabinet, 
etc.,  167 

Marston,  E. — Bishop  Ken  and  Izaak 

Walton,  259 
Musical  Standard,  The,  51 
Norwegian    Anglings    and  Other 

Sportings,  22 
Platts,  W.  C. — Angling  Done  Here, 

35 

Practical  Netting,  3 

Sheringham,   H.   T. — Elements  of 

Angling,  416 
"  Thormanby." — Kings  of  the  Rod, 

Rifle  and  Gvm,  27 
Urie,     John.  —  Reminiscences  of 

Eighty  Years,  58 
Yachting    and    Boatiag  Monthly, 
The,  460 
Rheumatism,  Cures  for,  336 
Roach  on  at  Hampton,  128 
Rockland  Broad  Fishery  Case,  411 
Rostherne   deepest   of   the  Cheshire 
Meres,  its  Smelt  Accounted  for,  459 
Rudd,    Abnormal    Growth   of  Eyes 
in,  3 

"  Rugde." — ^Trout  Fishing  in  Sweden, 
75 ;  A  Summer  Night  with  the 
Salmon  Fly  in  Finmarken,  216 


Queensland  Coasts,  New  Fish  on,  138 
"  Quill  Gnat." — About  Sea  Fishing  at 

Ramsgate,  419 
Quinnat,  The,  56 


"  R.  B.  M." — Proofed  Materials  for 
Fishing  Suits,   190 ;    The  Malloch 
Casting  Reel,  438 
"  R.  B.  S." — Major  Timothy's  Soe- 

doUager,  308 
Ragworm,  The  Southend  King,  484 
Railway  Arrangements,  41,  263,  299, 

336,  360,  427,  455,  463,  517 
Record   of    Freshwater    Fish,  Other 

than  Salmon,  1907-8,  238 
Reports    from    Rivers,    Lochs,  &c.. 

Weekly 
Restocking  the  Exe,  515 
Reviews  and  Notices  of  Books  : — 
Angler's  Diary,  The,  320 
B.S.A.S.  Quarterly,  The,  3,  437 
Baily's  Magazine,  4 
Baxter,  J.  D. — The  Meeting  of  the 

Ways,  483 
Brown,  W.  Sorley — Secrets  of  Border 

Angling,  5 
Burn-Murdoch,  W.  G. — From  Edin- 
burgh to  India  and  Biirma,  506 
Cameron,   L.    C.   R. — Otters  and 

Otter  Hunting,  320 
Chapman,  Capt.  F. — Gun,  Rod,  and 

Rifle,  481 
Collins'  Pocket  Classics,  4 
Country  Home,  The,  321 
Darling,  L.  S. — Tournament  Casting 
and  the  Proper  Equipment,  261 
Edinburgh  Review,  The,  303 
Englefleld,  J. — Dry-Fly  Fishing  for 

Trout  and  Grayling,  19 
Flag,  Tlie,  395 

Harmsworth,     C.  —  Pleasure  and 

Problem  in  South  Africa,  396 
Hoarder  and  Sons — Guide  to  Sea 

Angling,  416 
Hutton,  J.   A.   (Editor). — Remini- 
scences  of   Halsten   Muri,  Nor- 
wegian Gaffer,  I 


Salmon,  Adventure  with,  259 

And  Freshwater  Fisheries  Acts,  195 
And  the  Eden,  91 

Anglers   on   the    Tweed   in  1832, 

Female,  169 
Angling  at  Ringwood,  92 
Angling  in  Portugal,  416 
Angling  in  Salt  Water,  484 
Angling    in    Scotland  Seventy-six 

Years  Ago,  401 
Angling  on  Thurso,  Record  of,  320 
Border,  and  Sea-trout  Flies,  304 
Cooking,  Curing,  etc.,  287,  380,  398 
Fishing  at  Ullapool,  437 
Fishing  in  Belgium,  215 
Fishing  in  1907,  319,  321 
Fishing  on  the  Boyne,  Spring,  395 
Fishing  on  the  Tweed  near  Peebles, 

306 

Fishing,  Queer  Experiences  in,  23 
Fishing,  Winter,  148 
Fishings,  Loch  Ness,  59 
Fly,  History  of,  145  ;  the  Black  Dog, 

167  ;  the  Mystery,  111 
Fly  in  Finmarken,  A  Summer  Night 

with  the,  216 
Fly  Makers,  To  Amateur,  397 
Fry  in  the  Spey,  Deposit  of,  460 
In  the  Annan,  Large  Rim  of,  69  ; 

the  Annan  as  a  Salmon  River,  87 
In  the  Thames,  506 
Irish,  Fine,  37 
Loch  Ness,  a  261b.,  243 
Otters  Kill  a  Big  Spey,  3 
Pacific  Coast,  Introduced  into  New 

Zealand,  31 
Poaching  in  the  Nith,  102 
Rod  to  Let,  92 

Season  on  the  Dee,  Disappointing 

Spring,  397 
Sulking,  To  Make,  Lively,  73 
Tay,  A  621b.  ;   and  a  Note  on  the 

601b.  Tweed  Salmon,  3 
Weight  from  Length,  110  ;  Lengths 
and  Weights  of  Namsen,  127 
Salmonidae  and  their  Distinctions,  495 
Samlets,  Fine  for  Taking,  360 
Sea  Fishing  at  Ramsgate,  419 
Seaside  Resort  for  Good  Sea  Fishing, 

A,  486 
Secretaries,  To  Club,  320 
Serpentine,  Netting  the,  118 
Serpents  Eat  Fish  ?  Do,  76 
Severn  Fishery  Board  Report,  92,  93 
Shannon  Makes  a  Good  Opening,  The, 
92 

Sharks  with  Rod ''and  Line,  Catching, 
77 

Sharp,  A. — A  Brookside  Sketch,  341 
Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Annual 

Dinner,  349 
Slade's  Pond,  77 

"  Smike." — An  Angler's  Nature  Glean- 
ings, 151,  174,  200,  219 
Smokers,  For,  400 
SocdoUager,  Major  Timothy's,  308 
Spawning  Season  at  the  Surrey  Trout 

Farm,  Early,  21 
Sney,  Good  Spawning  Season  on  the,  3 
Sports  Club,  Imperial,  56,  93,  128 
Stanley,    R.— Slade's  Pond,    77  ;  A 

Wonderful  Escape,  240,  263 
Starlings  Praised,  208 
Step  Forwqrrd.'A,  462 


Stories  from  Canada,  504 

Story,  A  Good  Dinner,  25!) 

Striped  Bass  for  English  Water.s,  .3^5 

Surf  Fishing  in  Natal  ''oii.tiaued  from 

Vol.  LV,  page  509),  6 
SvLssex    Piscatorial    Society,  Annual 

Dinner,  226  <  *  ■ 

Swimming,  Dangers  of,  44 

T.A.P.S.,  5,  391,  158,  208,  259,  273, 

349,  451  ;  Blue  Books,  Set  of,  73 
Tackle,  i\jtificial  Baits,  etc.  : — 

Catalogues :  Army  and  Navy  Co- 
operative Society,  279  ;  Cummins, 
Mr.  W.  J.,  339  ;  Farlow,  277,  335  ; 
Robertson,  Mr.  W.,  1,  376  ; 
Walbran,  Ltd.,  396 
Dock  Grub,  375 
Exhibits  : — 

AUcock's,  Messrs.,  127,  145,  170  ; 
Ogden  and  Scotford,  at  the  Franco 
British  Exhibition,  437,  460 
Flies  and  Fly  Dressing,  etc.  : — 
Dies,   Famous  Fly-Dresser,   76 ; 
Fearful  Flies,  190  ;  Flies  and  their 
Dressings,  260  ;  Flies  for  Tees  and 
District,  37  ;  Fly-Float,  278  ;  Fly- 
Tier's  Kit,  190  ;   Inky  Boy,  37  ; 
Leaded  Flies  as  Unfair  as  Loaded 
Dice,  92  ;  Sailor  Fly,  481  ;  Salmon 
Fly  History,  168,  170,  189,  235  ; 
Salmon  Fly  Material,  167  ;  Silver 
Doctor,  5  ;  Sunless  Feather,  169, 
189,  215  ;  Water  Witches,  482 
Gaff,  Mr.  Martin's,  277 
Gut,  To  Stain,  111 
Gut  Casts,  Hercules,  460 
Honey  Dun,  To  Match,  375 
Hooks,  Barbless,  376  ;  Eyeless,  Wire 

Eyes  for,  395 
Line  Drier,  A  Pocket,  396 
Lines,  Fine  Silk  Undressed,  504 ; 

Tar  Dressing  for,  171 
Nets,  How  to  Make,  3,  110,  235 
Priest,  Mr.  Spurr's,  483 
Punt,  Mr.  Wadham's,  304 
Quill  Minnow,  To  Make  a,  190 
Reels  : — 

Battle  of  the  Reels,  415 
Casting  Reel — Crossle,  441,  460 
Home-made,  336;  Malloch,  438 
Multiplier,     460 ;     Reel,  Early 
References  to  the,  1,  21 ;  Spools, 
Free  and  Geared,  415 
Roach  Bait,  A  Tasty,  168 
Rods  and  Rod  Making  : — 
Amateur  Rod  Making,  170 
Balanced  Handle,  415 
Fly  Rods  of  Half  a  Century  Ago, 

Light,  167 
Glue  or  Cement  for  Split-Cane 

Rods,  56 
Greenheart  ?  Wlien  was  it  First 

used  for  Rods,  167 
Woods  for  Rod  Making,  336 
Sea  Lead,  A  New,  320 
Solution    for    Preserving  Natiaral 
Flies,  603 

Tay,    Samuel    Taylor    Fishing  the, 

iOO  Years  Ago,  189 
Taylor,  C.  H. — Experimenting,  238 
Taylor,  J.  P. — Wild  Weather  Among 
Wily  Trout,  2 18  ;   Two  Afternoons 
on  the  Gloucestershire  Coin,  285 
"  Teal  and  Red." — Trout  Fishing  in 
the  Reservoirs  near  Edinburgh,  112 
"  Teal  Drake." — Flies  and  Their  Dress- 
ings, 260 
Thames  and  its  Trout,  The,  484 

Coarse  Fishing,  the  Opening  Season, 
463 

Conservancy  Board,  Attack  on  the, 
459 

Fish  for  the.  158 
Salmon  in  the,  506 
Up  the,  464 
Thanks,  A  Word  of,  190 
Thuringia,  Experiences  in,  215 
Thurso,  Storage  of  Water  on  the,  39 
Tod,  E.  M. — Fishing  with  the  Sunk  Fly, 

198  ;  A  Step  Forward,  462 
Tournament,  Fly  and  Bait  Casting, 
The  1908,  277,  304,  319,  336,  355, 
376,  395,  417,  460,  486 
Tournament  Cast  with  ioz.  Bait,  The 
Record,  1 

Tournament,  New  York  Anglers'  Club, 
439,  463 

Tournaments,  New  York  Sportsmen's 

Show,  303 
Tournaments,  etc.,  129,  277,  303 
Travel  Notes,  455,  517 
Trent  Fishing  Question,  A,  55 
Trent  Ruined  as  a  Salmon  River,  The, 
1  148 


} 
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Trout  and  Grayling  Fishing  in  Ger- 
many, 147 

Angling  in  North  Scotland.  Opening 
of  Brown,  182 

Angling  in  Portvigal,  416 

Avon,  A  Grand,  459 

Blagdon  Lake,  Spawning,  171 

Breaks  an  Angler's  Line,  Ro-knots  It, 
and  is  Landed,  319 

Canadian,  The  Freshwater,  506 

Cooking,  Curing,  etc..  380,  398 

Dapping  on  Lough  Ai-row,  60 

Dorset,  Enormous,  73 

Fishing  at,  in,  or  near  : — Bally- 
shannon,  40  ;  Belfast,  305  : 
Cheshire,  400  ;  Dim.  127  ;  Edin- 
burgh, 112  ;  Kennet,  127  ;  Lam- 
bourn,  127  ;  London,  262  :  Mon- 
treal, 506  ;  Sweden,  75  ;  Thames. 
306,  484  ;  Ullapool,  437 

Fishing,  Queer  Experiences  in, 
23 


For  Fishing  Gazette  Lake,  303  ; 
Nyassaland,  216 ;  the  Thames, 
1.23 

From  Canada,  Live,  113 
Golden.  The.  376 

Lost  at  Llanelly.  £250  worth  of,  75 
New  Zealand,  Marvellous,  76 
Norfolk,  A,  399 
On  a  No.  0  hook,  A  ."Sib.,  416 
Only  Just  Beginning  to  Rise,  397 
Or  Samlet,  440 
Poachers  Caught,  455 
Poaching,  to  Prevent,  259,  278 
Restocking  Association,  Weybridge, 
271 

River  in  Natal,  73 

Rod  on  Loch  Earn,  With  a,  377 

Season,  1907,  Aftermath  of  the,  94 

Story.  The  Best  Spring,  376 

Stream  23  miles  from  London,  73 

Thames,  437 

Turn  into  Pike,  358 


Waters,  How  to  Improve,  322 
Wily,  Wild  Weather  Among,  218 

Uniformity  in  Fish  Names,  55 

LTsk  and  Ebbw  Board  of  Conservators, 

44,  271 
Usk  Fisheries,  463 

"  VAii  CoNSON." — A  Forthcoming  Fly 

and  Bait  Casting  Tournament  in  New 

York,  129 
Vernon,  R.  W. — The  Southend  King 

Ragworm,  484 
Vivian,  D.— A  Norfolk  Trout,  399 
Vyrnwy,  Good  News  about  Miss  Davies, 

397 

Walton,  In  Defence  of  Izaak,  27 
Walton's  "  Angler,"  113 
Wandle  Tlireatened  Again,  The,  465 
Wasps,  The  Original  Papermakers,  84 
Watford  Piscators,  Annual  Dinner,  327 


Wet  Fly  Fisliing,  Incident  in,  504 
Weybridge  Trout  Restocking  Associa- 
tion, 271 

White,  M.   R.   L. —Something  Like 

Pollack  Fishing,  41,  95 
Wildfowlers'  Association,  Proposed,  76 
Wonderful  Escape,  A,  240,  263 
Wooler,  Two  Days  near,  ,504 
Worm  Fishing  iii  the  Dark,  66 
Wye  Fislieries,  463 
Wye,  Fisliing  in  the,  438 
Wye  Valley  Trout  Farm,  Tho,  319 

Yare  and  Bure  Preservation  Society, 

Annual  Dinner,  371 
York  District  Sea  Anglers'  Club,  320 
Yorkshire  Angler  in  April,  The,  307  ; 

in  May,  417  ;  in  Jime,  505 
Yorkshire  Fishery  Board,  158 

"  ZuLtJ." — Free  and  Good  Fishing  in 
Lake  Lesjekogen,  Norway,  378 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Address  Wanted,  72 

Alder,  Sport  with  the,  479 

Angling  in  the  Spawning  Season,  3(11 

Badgers,  Herons,  and  Paternosters, 
214 

Badgers  in  England,  276,  302,  318,  334. 
351 

Barbless  Hook,  Experience  with,  414 
Bass,  Canadian  Angler  on  the  Black, 
333 

Bass,  Where  to  Buy,  54 
"  BirkhiU,"  Author  of,  126 
Birmingham  and  District  United  Ang- 
ling Association,  125 
Bolhn,  The,  108. 
Books  by  American  Anglers,  523 
Boots.  Warm  Waterproof,  436,  458,  524 
Brighton  Aquarium  Notes,  333 
By  Hook  or  by  Crook,  144 

Calver  Fish,  To,  36 
Can  it  be  Stopped  ?  502 
Carp  Takes  a  Spoon  Bait,  258 
Cast,  The  American  Overhead,  233 
Casting,  American  Stvle  of  Overhead, 
36 

Casting  Records,  Fly,  479,  523 
Cat,  a  Diving,  436 

Champion  Angler  of  Great  Britain.  276 
Charleton's  "  Art  of  Fishing,"  374 
City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society,  501 
Close  Time  for  Fresh-water  Fish,  Nor- 
folk and  Suffolk,  2.58,  275,  333 
Cocker,  The,  458,  479 
Companion  Wanted,  457 
Corrections  for  the  "Angler's  Diary," 

351,  413 
Costa,  The,  393 

:    •  ,  '  'V     .-        Query,  126 

i<:^-i";y  bn  Irish  Lakes,  126, 
163,  165  * 
Dapping  Queries,  524 
Davlight  Bill,  The,  276.  302,  334 
Dee,  Wading  in  the,  233 
Dry-Fly  Purist,  71 

Eels  Attack  Trout,  501 

Fish  Culture  Queries,  18,  457 
Fish  Gallery  at  South  Kensington,  New, 
71 

Fishing  at,  in,  or  near  : — Aberaeron, 
394 ;  Aldershot,  166  ;  Amesbury, 
414  ;  Anglesey,  502,  624 ;  August, 
436,  479,  502  ;  Basingstoke  Canal, 
414 ;  Biarritz,  258  ;  Birkenhead, 
258  ;  Birmingham,  258  ;  Bourne- 
mouth, 18,  166,  276  ;  Breconshire, 
188;  Bristol,  234,  258;  Burnley, 
374,  394  ;  Cairo,  18  ;  Castle  Douglas, 
188  ;  Cheshire,  458  ;  Cork,  374  436  ; 
Corwen,  301  ;  Cray,  165  ;  Dee,  301, 
334  ;  Devon,  126,  144,  165,  258,  302, 
318,  333,  353,  391  ;  Donegal,  501, 
523  ;  Droitwich,  374,  393  ;  Dublin, 
374  ;  East  Coast,  318  ;  Eastbourne, 
108  ;  Easter,  166,  187,  302  ;  Eden, 
18  ;  Eg-STst,  53  ;  Erne,  15  ;  Folke- 
stone, 479,  502  ;  Fordwich,  276  ; 
France,  334.  435,  458,  479,  501,  523  ; 
Germany,  435,  458,  479  ;  Gotha,  301, 
318,    334,    374  ;    Gweedore,    523  ; 


I  Harrow,  479  ;  Hebrides,  436  ;  Heme 
Bay,  257  ;  Huntly,  258  ;  Iceland, 
623  ;  India,  301  ;'  Ireland.  72,  90, 
234,  257,  268,  276,  302,  374,  393,  414, 
458,  524  ;  Isle  of  Man,  373,  523  ; 
Kent,  276,  318  ;  Killarney,  413  ; 
Lake  District,  302,  436  ;  Llandudno. 
458, 501  ;  London,  501,  524  ;  Lough 
Corrib  and  Mask,  334,  353,  502  ; 
Lough  Erne,  502,  524  ;  Lough 
Melvin,  302  ;  Ltine,  214,  234  ;  Man- 
chester, 214,  275  ;  Margate,  257  ; 
Mam-itius,  501  ;  Northumberland. 
126,  144,  166,  257,  302,  3  17,  351,  413, 
435,  458  ;  Norway,  126,  144  ;  Ork- 
ney, 457  ;  Otter.  502  ;  Oxford,  436. 
479  ;  Risca,  334  ;  Bother,  35  ; 
Scilly  Isles,  318,  334,  353  ;  Scotland, 
374,  393,  414,  436,  457  ;  Shetland, 

'  71  ;  Solent,  479  ;  Sutherland,  413  ; 
Syston,  436,  524  ;  Towyn,  502,  623  ; 
Tweed,  15,  53,  363  ;  Ullswater,  467, 
480,  502  ;  Wales,  318,  414  ;  Weston- 
super-Mare,  318;  Weymouth,  334; 

i'   Whitby,  374,  413  ;  Windrush,  90 

Flatfish  Take  a  Spinning  Bait  ?  Will, 
126,  165,  166 

I  Fleet,  The,  480 

"  G.  E.'s  "  Reply  to  "  G.  M.,"  53 
Grayling  Fishing  in  the  Tweed,  15,  53, 
I     72,  108,  234 
Grayling  Queries,  36,  502 

Halibut  on  Spinner,  234;  524 
Handbook  for  Anglers,  90 
Hard  Lines,  480 

Homespim  Cloth,  Undyed,  436,  458, 
480 

Insect  Life,  Shelter  for,  36,  72 

Keep  Hands  Warm  and  Dry,  35 1 

Lake  or  Pond  Wanted,  90,  126 
Lantern  Lecture  on  Trout  Fishing,  90, 
108 

Larva  is  It  ?  What,  414,  435,  479 
Laws,  Irish,  35 

Lea  Valley,  New  Reservoir  in  the,  36 
Level  Lot,  A,  602 

Longevity  of  Fish  out  of  Water,  etc., 
214 

Mackay's,    Mr.    G.    M.,    Reply  to 

"  G.  E.,"  17 
May  Fly,  Disappearance  of,  354 
May  Fly  on  Lake  Vyrnwy,  The,  354 
May  Fly,  Restoration  of,  276 
Movement  of  Eyes  in  Fish,  234 

Names  of  Authors  of  Angling  Books, 
166 

Names  of  Eminent  Anglers  and  Clubs 

Wanted,  54 
Norton  Baldock  Fishery,  The,  18 
Norwegian  Anglings,  71 

Olympic  Games  of  London,  187 
Ouse   Angling   Preservation  Society, 
163,  214 

Paternoster,  276 

Perch  Fishing  Wanted,  318 


Perch,  Large,  18 
Perch  Queries,  502 
Perch  Spawn,  373,  393,  414 
Phenomenal  Fishing,  276 
Pike,  Angerson's,  Mr.,  15,  36,  71 
Barton  Broad,  the,  258,  317 
Fishing  in  Scotch  Lochs,  Winter,  126 
Hampshire,  a  241b.  2oz.,  36 
in  Llangorse  Lake,  163 
Irish,  411b.,  480,  502 
Move  their  Eyes,  Can,  233 
Perch,  and  Grayling  Queries,  502 
With  Curious  Upturned  Snout,  166 
Poaching  at  Shrewsbury,  17 
Port  of  London  Bill,  The,  523 
Preserving  Skins,  Recipe  for,  166,  188 

Record  Fish,  Mr.  Jardine's  List  of, 

275,  301 
"  Referee,"  In  the,  too,  165 
Reservoirs,  Anglers  and,  54 
Restocking  a  Lake,  353,  458 
Rheumatism,  214,  233,  258,  276,  302, 

318 

Ribbon  Weed,  To  destroy,  334 

Right  of  Fishing,  413 

Rights  of  Property.  351 

River  Desecration.  351 

Roach-Bream  Hybrids,  144,  166 

Roach,  Injured,  36 

Rother  Board  of  Conservancy,  Netting, 

etc.,  90,  107,  125 
"  Rush,"  Death  of,  35 

Salmon  Caught  by  Nets  in  the  Thurso 

District,  143  ' 
Disease  in  the  Tweed,  234 
Drawings  and  Paintings  of,  36 
Feed  in  Fresh  Water  ?  Do,  214,  233, 

275 

Fishing  near  Peebles,  333,  353 

Fishing  Query,  413 

Fly,  The,  18 

in  Newfoundland,  353 

in  the  Sea,  353,  394 

in  the  Tavy,  Condition  of,  435,  480 

Kelts,  Tweed,  394,  414 

Loaded  Lures  and  Fly  for,  36 

Loch  Ness,  A,  276 

Reports,  Loch  Tay,  166,  187 

Tay  Fish,  Not  a,  36 

Weight  from  Length,  188 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Accident  to  Mr.  C.  A.  Payton  ("Sarcelle"). 

All  who  know  Mr.  C.  A.  Payton  ("  Sarcelle  "  of 
the  Field)  will  join  me  in  congratulating  him  on 
his  narrow  escape  from  being  killed  by  a  French 
sportsman  whose  gmi  went  off  by  "  accident  "— 
putting  many  shot  into  the  genial  ex-president  of 
the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  one  nearly  into  the  eye. 
I  gathered  from  the  first  note  I  had  from  him  that 
he  had  been  out  fishing  after  being  wounded,  and 
I  told  him  I  thought  it  was  a  bit  too  venturesome 
in  that  bitter  frost  to  fish  with  a  bad  wound  in  the 
neck.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  following  note  that 
I  was  mistaken  : — 

"  Calais,  Jan.  7. 

"  My  dear  Marston,— Many  thanks  for  your 
sympathetic  letter  of  Jan.  4,  and  for  so  kindly 
attending  to  my  little  commissions.  There  must 
have  been  some  little  blunder  in  my  letter  as  to 
going  fishing  since  the  accident.  I  have  not  been 
outside  the  house,  and  am  seen  by  doctor  daily. 
Wound  in  neck  stUl  suppurating  obstinately  ;  all 
others  healed  days  ago.  It  is  rather  trying  to 
one's  patience.  I  didn't  think  being  '  made  game 
of  by  a  Frenchman '  would  have  so  protracted  a 
result.    Generally  my  flesh  heals  splendidly. 

"We  have  had  very  hard  frost  here,  and  the 
youngsters  have  had  good  skating,  in  which  I 
would  fain  have  joined.  On  Friday  night 
we  had  twenty-two  degrees  of  frost.  Yesterday 
a  rapid  thaw  set  in,  and  I  immediately 
caught  a  heavy  cold  in  the  head,  which  does  not 
improve  my  spirits.  My  schoolboy  son  has  been 
doing  some  wildfowl  shooting  and  holds  straight. 

"  Last  Saturday  morning,  spending  an  hour  or 
two  at  a  friend's  hut  on  a  duck-pond,  and  shooting 
round  the  marsh  after  daylight,  he  came  back 
proud  and  happy  with  one  mallard,  two  pochard, 


nine  moorhens,  four  coot,  two  snipe,  and  a  water- 
rail. — With  kind  regards,  very  sincerely  yours, 

"Chas.  a.  Tayton." 
Anyway,  Mr.  P.  is  very  cheerful  over  it.  I 
wonder  if  he  told  that  French  sportsman  whose 
gun  went  off  "  by  itself  "  tliat  his  "  pen  name  "— 
known  all  over  the  English  sporting  world— is 
"  Sarcelle  "  !  If  so,  tliat  Frenchman  is  probably 
saying  to  himself  that  he  had  some  excuse,  and 
proudly  telling  his  friends  how  he  bagged  a  teal. 
(I  believe  "  sarcelle  "  is  French  for  teal.) 

"A  Dry-Fly  Purist"  on  "Dry-Fly  Fishing."* 

Mr.  James  Engkificid,  who  writes  under  the  name 
of  "Red  Quill,"  and  contributes  to  the  Field  and 
other  journals,  is  a  first-rate  practitioner  with  the 
dry-fly.  I  have  not  seen  Mr.  Englefiold  fish,  but  I 
know  that  he  lias  that  reputation,  and  a  perusal 
of  his  interesting  book  quite  confirms  it.  If  a  man 
whose  grandfather  and  father  were  keen  anglers, 
who  appears  to  have  lived  all  his  life  close  "^to  a 
river,  who  has  fished  and  loved  fishing  aU  his  life — 
if  such  a  man  is  not  a  first-rate  practitioner,  he 
clearly  ought  to  be  one.  During  liis  long  residence 
on  the  Thames  Mr.  Englefield  attained,  he  tells  us, 
"  so  much  expertness  as  a  Thames  angler  that 
success  was  nearly  always  certain.  I  had  nothing 
more  to  learn."  In  fact,  having  plucked  from  the 
tree  of  coarse  fishing  knowledge  all  there  was  to 
pluck,  Mr.  Englefield  tells  us  that  it  had  practically 
no  further  interest  for  him. 

The  Evolution  of  a  "  Dry-Flt  Purist." 
A  real  unadulterated  "  dry-fly  purist "  was,  I 
thought,  until  reading  Mr.  Englefield's  book,  a 
creature  of  the  imagination.  Many  have  gone  very 
near  to  deserving  the  "  purist  "  reputation,  but  to 
Mr.  Englefield  belongs  the  distinction  of  having 
himself  placed  the  crowning  wreath  of  dry-fly 
purity  on  his  own  brows. 

"  Elsewhere,"  he  says — that  is,  after  conquering 
and  becoming  satiated  with  all  other  forms  of 
fishing — "  elsewhere,  however,  sport  with  the 
artificial  fly,  and  that  in  its  very  highest  and  most 

artistic  form — namely,  with  the  dry  floating  fly  

had  gradually  evolved  from  my  hfelong  experiences 
and  practice  with  ordinary  rods  and  tackle  into  a 
more  engrossing  and  fascinating  hobby  than 
(wonderful  for  me,  its  hitherto  enthusiastic  devotee, 
to  say)  any  Thames  fishing,  bar  trout,  in  future 
could  afford — a  hobby  I  have,  perhaps,  overridden, 
for  it  has  excluded  all  love  of  every  other  sport,  or 
even  games,  indoors  or  out  ;  nor  do  I  now  care  to 
catch  trout  or  grayling,  or,  indeed,  any  sort  of 
fish,  by  any  other  lure  than  a  well-tied  dry  fly. 
This  is  absolutely  true,  absurd  as  it  may  seem  to 
some  all-round  fishermen.  A  dry-fly  purist  has 
been  described  in  euphuistic  terms  by  Mr.  Horace 
Cox  as  '  one  thoroughly  imbued  with  the  divine 
afflatus  of  fishing.'  "  If  Mr.  Horace  Cox  ever  made 
such  a  statement,  I  venture  to  think  that  the  great 
majority  of  anglers  will  disagree  with  it.  Judging 
from  Mr.  Englefield's  confession  quoted  above,  I 
should  say  that  a  real  dry-fly  purist  is  one  smitten 
■with  a  monomania  for  by  no  means  the  most 
important  or  interesting  branch  of  the  general  art 
of  fishing. 

Mr.  Englefield  takes  Himself  as  a  Type. 
"  It  may  be  asked,"  says  Mr.  Englefield,  "  what 
is  a  diy-fly  purist  ?  Well,  after  long  pondering,  I 
fear  it  would  appear  presumptuous  on  my  part  to 
attempt  to  answer  the  question  as  appUed  to 
other  fly-fishers,  but,  talcing  myself  as  a  type,  I 
believe  I  can  give  a  very  good  definition  of  him." 

The  itahcs  are  mine.  We  have  already  seen 
that  Mr.  Englefield  has  awarded  himself  first- 
class  honours  as  a  general  senior  angler.  There 
can  be  no  mistake  from  what  follows  as  to  his 
position  as  a  professor  of  what  he  styles  "  the 
very  highest  and  most  artistic  form  "  of  the  art. 
His  definition  of  himself  as  the  type  of  the  dry-fly 
purist  is  one  who  "  has  graduafly  arrived  at  perfec- 
tion in  his  fascinating  art,  first  of  all  and  chiefly  by 
constant  practice  and  experience  :  by  watching  the 
methods  of  experts  by  the  riverside,  and  avoiding 
the  mistakes  of  some  not  yet  expert ;  by  the  dis- 
criminating choice  of  suitable  rods,  fines,  casts  and 
flies,  landing-net,  etc.  ;  also  by  hints  and  knowledge 

*  "  Dry-Fly  Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling, 
with  some  advice  to  a  Begimier  in  the  Art."'  By 
"  Red  Quill  "  (James  Englefield).  With  portrait 
of  the  Author.  London  :  Horace  Cox,  Field  Office, 
Bream's  Buildings,  E.C. 


gained  in  reading  the  current  angling  literature  of 
the  day,  and  modern  books  on  the  subject. 

"  To  the  dry-fly  purist  no  other  sport  can  vie  with 
it  ;  h(!  carcis  for  no  other  sort  of  fishing  (in  my 
case,  for  no  other  sport),  never  rosoi  ts  to  tho  wet- 
fly  lure,  although  finding  no  fault  \vith  those  good 
fishermen  who  do  use  it.  Ho  kills  no  small  fish, 
nor  any  out  of  coiulition  ;  is  content  with  moderate 
spoi-t,  esi)ocially  if  obtained  under  advors(!  con- 
ditions, proving  his  patience  and  skill.  Therefore, 
it  need  hardly  bo  said,  ho  is  no  pot-hunter,  save  in 
the  limited  sense  that  ho  nearly  always  presents 
his  spoil  to  his  friends.  Further,  he  prefers  small 
ffies  to  large  ;  consequently  (and  for  other  reasons) 
ho  often  does  not  join  tho  throng  of  May  Fly 
enthusiasts,  whose  sport  is  sometimes  lik(»  mere 
slaughter.*  He  is  humane  to  a  degree  in  carefully 
unhooking  and  also  in  returning  fish  to  a  river  so 
as  to  avoid  injuring  them  ;  in  need,  supporting 
them  a  t  its  side  until  they  recover  from  tho  shock 
of  being  pulled  out— so  contrai-y  to  the  practice 
of  many  anglers  who  toss  them  through  tho  air, 
when,  on  falling,  they  are  often  injured  by  con- 
cussion with  the  water.  In  fact,  dry-fly  fishing 
reduces  the  cruelty  of  angling  to  a  minimum,  and 
is  a  good  argument  in  its  favour.  The  dry-fly 
purist  is  a  contemplative  man,  always  in  love 
with  Nature  in  her  varying  beauties,  and  not  least 
so  when  in  his  delightful  environment  by  the  river- 
side the  weather  is  favourable  for  his  sport  ;  but 
even  then  his  skill  is  at  fault  until  there  is  a 
'  hatch-out '  of  ffies  on  the  Avater  (as  the  meta- 
morphosis of  nymphse  to  sub-imagines  is  often 
erroneously  termed),  and  fish  are  taking  them. 
Then  he  makes  the  best  of  his  opportunities.  Ho 
does  not,  however,  '  hammer  away '  for  long  over 
a  particular  fish,  but,  leaving  him  for  a  time, 
quietly  retires  from  the  bank  so  as  not  to  scare 
him  and  other  fish  away." 

What  is  to  be  Learned  prom  the  Book  of 
THE  Dry-Fly  Purist  ? 

Dry-fly  fishing  in  its  driest  purity  being,  as 
Mr.  Englefield  tells  us,  his  greatest  pleasure  in  life, 
and  perhaps  the  most  lasting,  "next  to  that  of 
doing  good,"  we  naturally  turn  to  his  pages  to 
learn  some  more. 

Mr.  Englefield  describes  at  considerable  length 
the  kind  of  landing-net  he  prefers  and  his  mctliod 
of  carrying  and  using  it.  It  sounds  like  a  really 
good  "  tip,"  but  requires  an  illustration  or  two  to 
encourage  you  to  test  it.  The  rod  Mr.  Englefield 
uses  and  recommends  is  a  two-piece  lift.  Hardy 
'■  Perfection  "  split-Ci^ne,  weighing  lloz.  ;  he  does 
not  believe  in  the  short  rod  or  heavy  line.  "  It  is 
necessary  to  have  a  long  rod  in  order  to  bo  able 
to  cast  a  light,  level,  running  fine,  terminated  by 
a  tapering  gut  collar,  a  good  distance,  wth  greater 
facihty,  and  in  my  opinion  a  light  line  is  one  of 
the  secrets  of  success  vnth  trout  and  grayling." 
The  fine  Mr.  E.  uses  is  No.  81 1  on  Carter  and  Co.'s 
list  of  undressed  lines,  and  he  dresses  it  himself 
from  a  recipe  given  him  by  Harry  Wilder,  of 
Maidenhead.  After  advising  dying  it  in  a  solution 
of  Ceylon  tea  to  a  light  brown  colour,  Mr.  E. 
gives  Wilder's  recipe,  and  says  "  a  line  thus  dressed 
will  last  for  years,  and  always  be  smooth,  water- 
proof, buoyant,  and  pliable,  never  requiring  any 
lubrication  by  deer's  fat,  vaseline,  or  other  greasy, 
messy,  hand-sofling  methods." 

"  Probably  the  much-advocated  short  dry-fly  rod 
is  responsible  for  the  loss  of  many  an  adult  trout." 
Also  the  use  of  the  jam  knot  is  mentioned  as  a 

^  *  In  another  place  Mr.  Englefield  rubs  this  in. 
"  It  will  be  noticed,"  he  says,  "  tliat  I  do  not  mention 
May  Flies  in  the  above  lists.  The  simple  reason  is 
that  I  am  not  an  authority  on  the  subject,  and  do 
not  care  for  the  excessi\e"^  '  slaughter  of  the  inno- 
cents '  so  easily,  it  appears  to  me,  effected;-  and 
that  opinion  is  consistent  with  my  practice,  for 
never,  except  in  Jime,  189.5,  have  l' fished  with  an 
imitation  of  the  great  Ephemera.  No\-ertheless,  I 
can  well  appreciate  the  enthusiasm  for  tlie  sport' of 
its  many  devotees  while  the  brief  rage  for  it  is  on  • 
nor  may  1  presume  to  find  fault  with  them  for  their 

full  enjoyment  of  it.    I  decidedly  expect  you  

that  is,  the  Beginner  in  dry-fly  Puris-n — to  trv  it, 
and  I  know  that  tlie  imitations  of  Ephemera  danica 
and  Ephemera  vidgata,  in  tlieu-  colorations  of  green 
and  brown,  are  among  the  best  patterns."  One  could 
forgive  Mr.  Englefield  if  lie  had  said  he  considered 
May  Fly  fishing  as  clumsy  butchery,  for  that  is  the 
plain  English  of  his  remarks  ;  but  "his  lofty  affecta- 
tion of  ignorance  of  the  subject  is  puristic  bimkum 
— brown  and  green — R.  B.  M. 
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caxise  of  loss  of  good  lish — from  tlio  knot  slipping — 
which  is  impossible  with  the  Tiirle  knot. 

For  Avinch  Mr.  Englefleld  prefers  a  silent  multiplier 
— if  thoroughly  well  made.  I  do  not  know  when 
Mr.  Englefleld  first  published  his  "  very  ingenious 
plan  "  of  carrying  flies  on  eyed  hooks  hooked  into 
slips  of  paper,  which  he  says  was  "  never  before 
made  pubhc,"  but,  at  any  rate,  this  method  was 
described  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  a  good  few  years 
ago. 

The  Dky-Fly  Pubist  Disdains  the  Oil  Tip. 

In  his  advice  to  a  beginner,  Mr.  Englefleld  says  : 
— "Paraffin  oil,  in  a  small  bottle,  Avith  a  tiny  camel's- 
hair  brush  inserted  into  the  cork,  is  now  often 
carried,  but  experts  in  drying  their  flies  by  the  old 
method  have  no  necessity  to  use  it,  and  it  may  be 
thought  to  derogate  from  their  skill.  In  fact,  the 
beginner  who  desires  to  learn  to  dry  his  fly  properly 
had  better  do  so  without  the  aid  of  oil.  It  is  of 
doubtful  advantage  at  any  time,  save,  perhaps, 
on  a  drenching  wot  day,  or  when  the  air  is  saturated 
with  moisture.  And  it  is  ordinarily  a  nasty- 
smelhng,  greasy  tiling  to  use,  soiling  one's  fingers, 
and,  from  them,  the  grip  of  one's  rod.  Granted, 
it  may  make  a  fly  float,  but  very  often  it  does  so 
on  its  side  rather  than  as  it  should,  and  must  do 
for  success,  upright,  or  as  we  anglers  say,  '  cocked.'  " 

Other  of  Mr.  E.'s  reasons  for  classing  the  oil 
bottle  as  one  of  the  unnecessary  things  the  diy- 
fly  fisher  carries  is  that  it  softens  and  impairs  the 
gut  near  the  head  of  the  fly,  and  also  causes  the 
jam  knot  to  sUp.  Of  course,  if  one  always  lived 
by  the  water  and  could  pick  one's  days  and  fish 
when  one  hked,  as  is,  apparently,  Mr.  Englefield's 
fortunate  case,  there  might  be  something  in  liis 
objection  to  the  use  of  oil.  But  the  great  majority 
of  us  have  to  be  satisfied  with  a  week  or  two's 
fishing  when  we  can  get  it,  and  not  to  use  odourless 
parafiin  under  such  circumstances  is  simply  wasting 
more  than  half  your  brief  time  in  which  to  get  a 
brace  or  two  of  fish.  I  am  not  a  dry-fly  purist, 
and  perhaps  that  is  why  I  have  never  experienced 
any  of  the  objections  to  oil  which  Mr.  Englefleld 
mentions.  I  quite  agree  with  Mr.  E.  in  his  jjraise 
of  Messrs.  Hutchinson's  blue  sneck-bend  turned-up 
eyed  hooks. 

Some  Maxims  of  a  Dby-Fly  Purist. 
After  long  pondering  over  the  question,  Mr.  Engle- 
fleld has  come  to  the  conclusion  that : — 

'"  Dry-fly  fishing  to  be  perfect  should  be  solitary." 

"  Fish  by  yourself  as  much  as  possible,  and 
■without  a  keeper  following  you  about." 

"  Weigh  your  fish,  with  a  witness,  on  your 
return  home  at  night,  or  before  you  jiresent  them 
to  friends,  and  at  once  make  an  entry  in  your 
diary  of  sport." 

(One  would  have  thought  it  impossible  that  a 
'    Iry-fly  purist  who  would  not  tell  a — fish 
or  anything,  would  require  his  word  verified 
.J  ^  ...tncss.) 

"  Never,  in  casually  passing  a  fly-fisher  at  work, 
if  a  stranger,  ask  him  abruptly,  '  What  sport  he 
has  had  ?  '  for,  if  good,  he  may  not  care  to  publish 
it,  and  if  nothing  at  all,  it  is  somewhat  humihating 
to  say  so." 

"  It  is  not  always  advisable  to  show  your  hand 

 in  other  words,  to  fish  in  your  best  manner  while 

a  casual  observer  is  near.  There  are  many  methods 
of  casting,  or  rather  presenting,  one's  fly,  znodifica- 
tions  or  improvements  of  instructions  to  be  found 
in  books,  which  are  learned  only  in  constant  practice, 
and  are  therefore  secrets  it  is  well  to  retain  for 
one's  own  benefit." 

Mr.  Englefleld  often  refers  to  having  "  pondered  " 
over  things.  I  feel  sure  if  he  had  "  pondered  " 
over  this  last  maxim  he  would  see  that,  carried  to 
its  logical  conclusion,  all  modifications  and  improve- 
ments would  naturally  remain  locked  up  in  the 
breast  of  the  dry-fly  purist  and  die  with  him  and 
his  cult. 

"  In  other  words,  a  so-called  educated  trout  has 
in  the  long  run  no  chance  against  a  dry-fly  purist." 

"  A  field-glass  has  been  recommended  to  enable 


one  the  bettor  to  see  the  rings  (of  rising  trout), 
but,  fortunately,  as  I  do  not  suft'or  from  nii/opia, 
I  have  never  required  such  aid,  and  can,  therefore, 
do  without  the  encumbrance  of  the  glass — and  so 
MAY  YOU."  (There  must  be  something  in  dry-fly 
purism,  after  all,  if  it  saves  you  from  being  short- 
sighted ! — but  does  it  ?  Not  if  we  may  judge  from 
some  of  Mr.  E.'s  maxims.) 

"  Swear  Not  at  All," 

says  Mr.  Englefield.  "  Swear  not  at  all.  Even  a 
harmless  expletive  may  by  degrees  increase  in  force 
and  degenerate  into  an  oath,  when  provoking 
mishaps  occur,  such  as  brcaldng  the  top  of  your 
rod,  or  losing  the  largest  fish,"  etc.,  etc.  What  does 
Mr.  Englefield  do  ?  Dash  it !  he  must  do  some- 
thing ! 

"  I  object  to  the  question  so  often  put  by  anglers, 
'  Have  you  had  any  luck  ?  '  for  one  is  apt  to  think, 
and  to  pride  oneseK  upon  it,  that  sldll  has  brought 
success."  He  goes  so  far  as  to  admit  that  "  circum- 
stances do  arise  when  '  fortunate  '  means  almost 
the  same  as  the  objectionable  word." 

"  Exaggeration :  scrupulously  avoid  it  in  any 
form.  Anglers  have  a  bad  reputation  for  untruth- 
fulness, not  to  say  for  telling  lies."  He  goes  so  far 
as  to  condemn  the  "  fish  story  "  so  "  often  Ustened 
to  in  a  mixed  company  amid  much  mirth."  "  What 
is  the  difference,"  he  asks,  "  between  it  and  a  de- 
liberate he  ?  I  have  never  knowii  even  a  suspected 
instance  among  my  friends  who  are  dry-fly  fishermen 
of  an  intentional  violation  of  the  truth,"  and  yet 
he  thinks  it  necessary  to  have  a  witness  when  he 
weighs  his  own  fish — it  doesn't  speak  well  for  his 
— friends. 

The  remaining  half  of  Mr.  Englefield's  book  is 
taken  up  with  reprints  of  some  of  his  pleasantly- 
written,  previously-published  accounts  of  sport. 
On  page  195  he  makes  a  statement  which  will 
cause  wet-fly  experts  to  sit  up,  and  possibly  to 
make  use  of  a  "  harmless  expletive." 

"  Wet-fly  experts  have  also  taken  a  lesson  from 
their  brethren  of  the  dry-fly  cult,  and  present  their 
lure  up-stream,  allowing  it  to  sink  as  it  flows  down 
in  front  of  flsh  in  view,  or  if  not  in  view  over  their 
hkely  haunts,  which  an  eye  for  water  will  usually 
indicate."  Shade  of  Cotton  and  Stewart  ! — it  will 
make  their  eyes  water. 

In  an  account  of  a  visit  to  KiUarney,  where  he 
was  shocked  by  being  sent  to  what  he  calls  "  Hades  " 
by  an  unsuccessful  beggar,  he  tells  us  that  he 
inspected  the  cathedral  "  with  great  interest  and 
becoming  reverence  " — and  it  is  with  great  interest, 
and  I  hope  with  becoming  reverence,  that  I  have 
called  attention  to  his  book.  I  feel  that  I  owe  an 
apology  to  Mr.  Wm.  Earl  Hodgson  for  protesting 
against  some  of  his  criticisms  of  the  dry-fly  purist 
in  view  of  this  exposition  of  the  cult  from  one  who 
proclaims  himself  a  type  of  the  perfect  dry-fly  purist. 
But  surely  the  type  is  a  mono-type  ?  Mr.  Engle- 
field practically  admits  that. 

Pike  and  Perch  Fishing  in  the  Castle  Douglas 
District. 

That  keen  and  good  angler,  Mr.  Thomas  Myers, 
Burgh  Surveyor,  Castle  Douglas,  writes : — 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — As  the  result  of  my 
letter  to  you  and  which  you  were  kind  enough  to 
pubhsh,  '  Pike  Fishing  at  Castle  Douglas,'  in  June 
last,  quite  a  number  of  anglers  have  been  here, 
and  I  have  given  what  assistance  I  could.  Unfor- 
tunately, the  majority  were  too  satisfied  with 
Carlingwark  Loch  (which  I  would  not  recommend) 
to  go  farther  :  great  quantities  of  fine  perch  were 
got  there,  and  pike  up  to  101b.  I  went  with  one 
gentleman  from  Bolton  to  the  Dee  one  afternoon,  and 
got  fifteen  up  to  91b.  Went  again  with  a  gentleman 
from  your  village,  and  he  had  excellent  sport, 
seventeen  from  41b.  to  13lb.,  and  did  not  fish  100 
yards  of  water.  He  hooked  a  fine  flsh,  and  had 
him  within  a  foot  of  my  gaff,  but  the  brute,  when 
he  saw  what  was  what,  made  a  rush,  fouled  the  fine 
on  the  handles  of  the  reel,  and  broke  the  hooks,  and 
is  there  for  another  day.  This  autumn  and  winter 
it  has  been  '  water,  water  everywhere ' — we  have  not 
had  a  dry  day  a  week.  Your  correspondents  in 
Fishing  Gazette  seem  to  think  it  a  good  spawning 
season.    I  am  afraid  I  cannot  think  so  ;  too  much 


water,  much  spawn  will  be  washed  away,  or  should 
the  rivers  fall  in  it  will  be  loft  dry. 

"  I  expected  to  see  a  letter  in  Fishing  Gazette 
from  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  fished  the  Dee  with 
me  asking  you  if  there  were  two  varieties  of  pike ; 
some  of  the  fish  we  got  had  no  dark  bars  or  marking 
on  the  sides  or  black  backs,  but  had  ])ale  grey  back 
and  creamy  yellow  self -coloui  ed  sides  and  belly,  more 
like  salmon  when  laid  on  the  bank.  I  expect  ho 
will  write  when  he  gets  home." 

I  think  that  the  diS'ertmce  in  colouring  and 
marking  is  due  to  difierence  in  food  and  nature  of 
ground — in  shallow,  bright  waters  pike  are  much 
lighter  in  colour  than  from  deep,  dark  Avaters. 
There  are,  I  believe,  no  "  structural  "  differences  in 
pike  in  our  British  and  Irish  waters.  Pike  which 
feed  on  samlets  in  a  stream  are  the  best  I  have 
ever  caught. 

A  Note  from  the  Nith. 

1  was  glad  to  get  the  following  note,  on  Dec.  28, 
1907,  from  Mr.  James  Meikle,  who  has  previously 
sent  us  information  about  fishing  in  the  Nith.  The 
"  Grand  Auld  Laird  "  he  refars  to  was  my  old  friend 
the  Rev.  H.  G.  J.  Veitch,  of  Eliock,  who  for  so  many 
years  was  "  Hon.  Chaplain  "  to  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
Mr.  Meikle,  who,  I  believe,  is  looking  out  for  a 
place  in  connection  with  fish  culture  and  game 
breeding,  says  :  — 

"  We  are  just  opposite  the  Eliock  Estate  and 
near  the  famous  Eliock  Bridge  Pool,  so  dear  to  the 
Grand  Auld  Laird,  the  late  Mr.  Veitch  ;  in  fact, 
to-day  I  have  had  a  stroll  round  the  Lodge.  The 
weather  as  yet  has  been  very  open,  more  rain  than 
frost.  There  was  a  fine  show  of  sea-trout  here  on 
the  streams,  but  now  they  are  mostly  away,  and 
have  given  place  to  tluir  liig  '  hiithers,'  who  have 
had  every  chance  as  far  as  vvatci-  is  concerned. 
There  was  a  fine  run  of  salmon  over^the  cauld  at 
Dumfries,  but  the  waters  have  been  so  much  in 
spate  you  cannot  see  very  well  what  is  going  on. 
There  is  still  to  be  heard  a  great  griimbling  about  the 
coal  refuse,  and  no  doubt  a  lot  is  to  be  said  against 
it  ;  some  days  the  water  is  as  black  as  the  proverbial 
'  coal.'  A  fly-fisher  often  fec^ls  quite  disgusted, 
and  retires  with  anything  but  a  pleasant  smile.  One 
said  to  me,  '  I  dinna  like  to  sweer  right  oot,  but  I 
often  choke  them.  Man,'  he  said,  '  how  can  the 
troots  see  a  flee  !  '  The  Nith,  as  you  know,  is  a 
late  river,  and  a  petition  was  drafted  and  sent  to  the 
Fishery  Board  for  an  extension  of  rod  fishing  to 
the  end  of  November.  However,  it  was  too  late 
in  being  brought  forward.  I  think  another  year 
mayl  see  a  change.  Better  spawning  water  than 
the  Nith  and  tributaries  could  not  be  found,  so 
little  disturbed  are  the  flsh.  Poaching  up  luae  is  a 
thing  seldom  heard  of,  as  every  fisher  is  expected 
to  and  does  his  utmost  to  preserve  the  fishing. 
I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  rules  of  the  Upper  Niths- 
dale  Angling  Club — I  think  I  did  so  once  before. 
A  stretch  of  finer  water  than  that  from  Sanquhar 
to  Thornhill  could  not  be  wished  for  ;  the  country 
is  lovely  in  summei',  and  historical  remains  so  many 
that  a  summer  holiday  might  be  well  spent  here. 
The  local  anglers  are  very  obfiging,  and  flies  of  the 
best  tying — salmon,  sea-trout,  and  trout — are  to 
be  had.  I  enclose  you  one  of  the  real  Old  Turkey 
dressing.  This  fly  was  tied  by  Jackson  of  Dumfries, 
and  for  trout  flies  I  never  saw  a  better  hand  ;  he  is 
very  punctual  and  painstaking,  and  ties  to  any 
pattern." 

The  fly  is  "  O.K."  I  should  feel  quite  happy  in 
trusting  my  chance  of  a  salmon  to  it. 

"  I  think  you  know  I  have  always  taken  a  keen 
interest  in  flsh  and  fish  culture,  and  all  the  practical 
part  of  fishing  ;  am  also  conversant  with  hatching 
of  game,  and  sporting  all  round.  I  can  take  in 
hand  to  manage  either  or  both.  If  you  can  intro- 
duce me  to  a  situation  I  would  feel  grateful,  and 
do  my  utmost  to  give  satisfaction,  and  with  energy, 
perseverance,  and  experience,  also  business  ability, 
I  would  do  my  duty.  I  can  give  any  references 
you  may  require,  and  especially  from  some  of  the 
influential  gentlemen  you  know  very  well.  Rod 
fishing  will  soon  be  starting  again  in  the  North, 
and  I  would  be  ready  at  any  minute  to  start. 
Should  you  think  it  necessary,  kindly  advertise  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  for  me,  which  I  will  gladly  pay 
for.— Faithfully  yours,     "  James  Meikle, 

"  Minnock  Bridge,  Sanquhar." 

Mr.  Meikle  did  not  send  this  for  publication,  but 
I  hope  it  may  meet  the  eye  of  someone  interested. 
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Further  Proof  of  the  Successful  Introduction  of 
the  Pacific  Coast  Quinnat  Salmon  (Oncorhya- 
cbus  tscbawytscha)  into  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  A.  J.  lies,  the  fishing  tackle  maker  at  the 
celebrated  Rotorua  Lake,  New  Zealand,  kindly 
^nds  me  the  following  extract  from  an  Auckland 
newspaper.  It  is  to  me  one  of  the  most  interesting 
notes  1  have  ever  published  in  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
as  it  confirms  the  reports  given  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  last  summer,  that  the  American  Pacific 
Coast  Quinnat  salmon  has  beon  successfully  intro- 
duced into  New  Zealand,  and  eggs  are  now  being 
taken  from  big  fish  which  have  returned  from  the 
sea  to  spawn.  The  Quinnat  salmon  is  the  fish 
which  figures  so  largely  in  canned  state  all  over  the 
world.  The  fatal  defect  of  the  fish  from  our  point 
of  view  is  that  it  will  not  rise  to  a  fly  or  take  a 
bait  in  fresh  water,  though  it  takes  a  spoon  and 
other  bait  well  and  fights  gamely  in  the  sea  and  in 
salt  estuaries  of  rivers.  It  will  be  seen  from  the 
extract  that  Atlantic  salmon,  our  Salmo  salar,  have 
been  kept  in  the  ponds  until  four  and  a  half  years 
old,  but,  so  far,  I  have  failed  to  find  any  record  of 
this  salmon  coming  back  to  spawn,  and  it  has  been 
tried  now  for  half  a  century  in  New  Zealand.  Here 
is  the  extract : — • 

"  The  following  numbers  and  varieties  of  salmon 
were  liberated  during  October,  1907,  at  the  Govern- 
ment salmon  hatchery  at  Hakataramea  : — Eleven 
four  and  a  half  years  old  Atlantic,  103  three  years 
old  Quinnat,  173  two  years  old  Quinnat, "  18,937 
yearling  Quinnat,  and  166,851  six  months  old 
Quinnat.  In  April  last  290,000  fry  were  liberated, 
and  there  remain  on  hand  at  Hakataramea  35  four 
and  a  half  years  old  Atlantic  salmon,  50  three 
years  old  Quinnat,  150  two  years  old  Quinnat,  800 
yearling  Quinnat,  and  16,000  eight  months  old 
Quinnat.  These  figures  do  not  include  20,000  fish 
hatched  out  from  ova  taken  from  salmon  which 
have  come  back  up  the  Hakataramea  and  other 
rivers  during  the  recent  spawning  season.  A  report 
presented  to  the  Department  on  the  run  of  Quinnat 
salmon  in  the  Waitaki  and  its  tributaries  during 
the  spawning  season  states  that  thirty  fish  were 
taken  out  of  a  large  number  seen.  Seventeen  of 
these  were  males,  and  many  of  the  females  had 
already  shed  their  eggs,  and  were  therefore  useless 
for  egg-collecting  purposes.  No  fewer  than  25,000 
eggs  were  collected,  and  have  been  hatched  out  at 
Hakataramea.  It  is  considered  that  in  another 
spawning  season,  should  the  Hakataramea  river 
be  running  even  a  normal  supply  of  water,  which 
this  season  it  was  not,  at  least  100,000  eggs  could 
easily  be  obtained  from  returning  salmon  in  that 
and  neighbouring  streams." 

A  Few  Particulars  about  the  Quinnat  Salmon. 

In  Jordan  and  Evermann's  "  American  Game 
Fishes,"  I  find  the  following  information  about  the 
Quinnat  salmon,  which  seems  destined  to  play  an 
important  part  in  the  future  history  of  New  Zealand. 
The  late  Sir  Rose  Price,  Bart.,  warned  us  in  this 
country  against  trying  to  establish  this  fish  in  our 
waters  ;  he  said  it  would  destroy  our  native  salmon 
if  it  really  "  got  hold,"  and  that  it  is  subject  to  a 
bad  disease.  The  Quinnat  salmon  is  also  called 
"  Chinook  salmon,"  "  King  salmon,"  "  Columbia 
River  salmon,"  "  Sacramento  salmon,"  "  Tyee," 
"  Tchaviche,"  and  "  Tscbawytscha."  It  is  found 
on  both  coasts  of  the  Pacific,  from  Monterey  Bay, 
California,  and  China,  north  to  Behring  Straits, 
ascending  all  large  streams,  especially  the  Sacra- 
mento, Columbia,  and  Yukon. 

The  Quinnat  Salmon  Does  not  Feed  in  Fresh 
Water,  and  Swims  a  thousand  Miles  to 
Spawn. 

It  ascends  the  large  rivers  in  spring  and  summer, 
moving  up  (without  feeding)  until  the  spawning 
season,  by  which  time  many  of  those  which  started 
first  may  have  travelled  1000  miles  or  more.  The 
run  begins  in  the  Columbia  river  as  early  as  Feb- 
ruary or  March.  At  first  the  fish  travel  leisurely, 
moving  up  only  a  few  miles  each  day.  Many  of 
the  Columbia  river  fish  ascend  as  high  as  Salmon 
river,  in  the  Sawtooth  Mountains  of  Idaho,  more 
than  one  thousand  miles  from  the  sea. 

The  Quinnat  Salmon  Spawns  Only  Once  and 
then  Dies. 

American  observations  show  that  the  Quinnat 
salmon  will  not  spawn  until  the  temperature  of  the 
water  has  fallen  to  54deg.  Fahrenheit.  It  was 
long  supposed  that  the  fish  got  injured  during  its 
long  fight  to  get  to  the  spawning  beds,  but  it  is  now 


known  that  this  is  not  the  case,  as  fish  which 
had  passed  up  through  a  thousand  miles  of  water 
and  waterfalls  were  quite  perfect.  It  is  from  the 
severe  fighting  at  spawning  time,  and  in  the  spawning 
process  itself,  when  the  fish  make  the  gravel  spawn- 
ing beds,  that  they  get  injured.  Soon  after  the 
male  and  female  Quinnat  salmon  have  spawned  they 
die,  each  individual  spawning  only  once.  This  is 
said  to  be  true  of  all  these  fish,  whether  they  spawn 
remote  from  salt  water  or  close  to  it.  "  The  cause 
of  their  dying  is  not  conditioned  upon  distance  from 
the  sea,  but  is  general  in  its  application  to  all 
species  of  Pacific  Coast  salmon." 

Size  to  which  the  Quinnat  Salmon  Grows. 
In  addition  to  being  by  far  the  most  important 
salmon  as  food  for  man,  if  the  quantity  consumed 
is  considered  (as  compared  with  our  Salmo  salar, 
the  canned  Quinnat  is — well,  it  cannot  be  com- 
pared, and  is  not  worth  eating  if  our  fish  can  be 
got).  The  Quinnat  is  also  one  of  the  largest  of 
the  Sahnonidse,  reaching  a  weight  of  over  1001b., 
but  the  average  of  the  Columbia  river  fish  is  said 
to  be  22lb.,  and  of  the  Sacramento  161b.  It  would 
be  very  interesting  to  have  some  scales  of  Quinnat 
of  different  sizes.  This  fish  is  said  to  be  unknown 
in  Japan,  its  range  extending  little  south  of 
Kamchatka  on  the  Asiatic  side  of  the  Pacific. 


Early  References  to  the  Reel. 

Dr.  W.  J.  Turrell,  of  Oxford,  writes  : — 

"  Dear  Sir,^ — Will  you  kindly  permit  me  to 
reply  to  the  query  which  you  append  to  my  letter 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  4  ? 

"  Certainly  the  '  barrell '  described  jby  Barker  is 
a  winch,  and  there  is  no  statement  in  my  letter  to 
the  contrary.  My  object  in  writing  was  not  to 
deny  that  Barker  was  the  first  to  mention  the 
winch,  but  to  point  out  that  the  statement  in 
'  Walton  and  the  Earlier  Fishing  Writers '  that 
Barker  was  the  first  to  mention  the  use  of  the 
winch  in  salmon  fishing,  and  that  Walton  copied 
his  account  fi-om  Barker's  book,  was  incorrect, 
for,  as  my  extracts  show,  Walton's  description  of 
the  use  of  the  winch  for  this  purpose  appeared  two 
years  before  Barker's.  Walton  could  not,  there- 
fore, have  been  guilty  of  this  act  of  plagiarism. 
Barker  is  apparently  the  first  writer  to  mention 
the  winch,  but  he  describes  it,  as  I  endeavoured 
to  show  in  my  former  letter,  in  connection  with 
trolling  for  pike.  This  is,  I  think,  an  important 
point  to  remember  in  tracing  the  origin  and  evolu- 
tion of  the  fishing  winch :  for  the  winch  of  the 
present  day,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  has  been 
evolved  from  a  '  wind '  which  turned  with  a 
'  barrell,'  and  which  was  used  to  gather  up  the 
slack  line  in  working  the  bait  when  trolling  for 
pike." 

I  am  afraid  I  missed  the  point  of  Dr.  Turrell's 
letter.  I  should  be  the  last  to  accuse  Walton  of 
plagiarism.  When  I  can  find  time  to  compare 
editions  and  dates,  etc.,  I  will  do  so,  but  in  the 
meantime  I  accept  Dr.  Turrell's  correction  with 
thanks. 


Brora  and  Helmsdale. 

"  Ultima  Thule  "  writes  ; — "  There  are  good 
prospects  for  a  successful  opening  of  the  season. 
The  weather  is  mild  for  the  time  of  the  year  and 
rivers  are  running  high.  Some  winter  fish  have 
been  seen,  and  if  the  weather  keeps  open  the 
Helmsdale  should  fish  well  on  the  opening  date, 
Jan.  11.  It  is  a  pity  the  Brora  does  not  open  a 
month  earlier,  as  it  would  fish  well  in  January. 
The  temperature  of  the  water  in  the  Brora,  on 
account  of  the  length  and  depth  of  L.  Brora,  is 
always  higher  than  that  of  the  water  of  the  Helms- 
dale, consequently  there  is  an  earlier  and  larger 
run  of  the  fish  in  the  Brora  than  in  the  Helmsdale. 
The  spawning  season  has  been  a  good  one,  and 
many  fish  were  seen  on  the  redds  in  the  upper 
reaches." 

Good  Manners  Once  are  Bad  Manners  Now. 

A  writer  in  Harjjcr's  Magazine  says  that  we 
hardly  appreciate  the  rapid  transformation  of 
human  nature,  on  its  highest  levels,  within  a 
single  generation.  In  this  consideration,  "  the 
highest  levels  "  are  those  attained  by  the  great 
middle  class,  who  constitute  the  main  audience 
for  the  best  literature — at  least,  this  is  the  case  in 
America.  Thackeray,  in  his  lectures  on  English 
Humorists,  was  addressing  such  a  class  in  England, 


and  in  his  lecture  on  Steele,  contrasting  the  Vic- 
torian with  the  Queen  Anne  era,  he  said,  "  You 
could  no  more  suffer  in  a  British  drawing-room, 
under  the  reign  of  Queen  Victoria,  a  fine  gentleman 
or  fine  lady  of  Queen  Anne's  time,  or  hear  what 
they  heard  and  said,  than  you  would  receive  an 
ancient  Briton." 

According  to  Lady  Grove,  it  is  considered  bad 
form  now  to  use  a  fish-knife,  to  use  table  napkin 
rings.  Not  so  many  years  ago  to  put  cheese  into 
your  mouth  with  your  knife  or  even  to  put  gravy 
or  sauce  into  your  mouth  with  your  knife  were 
fairly  common  accomplishments  ;  also  eating  your 
soup  aloud  was  not  only  allowed  but  general. 
Nowadays  if  you  do  these  things  you  must  do 
them  in  the  backwoods. 


Early  Spawning  Season  at  the  Surrey  Trout 
Farm. 

Mr.  F.  G.  Richmond,  of  tho  Surrey  Trout  Farm 
and  United  Fisheries,  Ltd.,  writes  : — 

"  You  may  be  interested  to  hear  that  wo  have 
had  the  earliest  spawning  season  ever  knowTi  at  the 
Surrey  Trout  Farm — in  tact,  almost  embarrassingly 
so,  as  practically  all  our  fish  have  been  ripe  at  once. 
We  conditioned  thorn  early  last  spring  with  a  view 
to  meeting  the  demand  for  earUer  ova,  with  results 
that  have  I  been  more  successful  than  we  quite 
anticipated." 


"His  Mouth  Not  Open." 

"  A.  C.  S."  sends  this  good  yarn  from  Corwen  : — 

"  Dear  Sir, — Being  a  reader  of  your  great  paper, 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  for  some  years,  I  send  you 
the  following  true  tale,  if  you  care  to  use  it : — 
A  gentleman,  going;  salmon  fishing  on  the  Dee, 
took  his  old  gamekeeper  to  gaff  for  him.  After  a 
bit  he  got  into  a  good  fish  at  the  tail  of  a  pool, 
where  it  ran  very  hard  into  another  big  pool,  so 
to  stop  the  fish  going  down  he  told  the  old  keeper 
to  go  in  and  splash  the  water  with  the  gaff,  and 
to  gaff  him  if  he  got  the  chance,  as  he  was  afraid 
of  the  fish  getting  over  into  the  other  pool.  At 
last  he  got  him  up  to  the  old  man,  and  shouted 
to  him  to  gaff  him,  when  the  old  keeper  said, 
'  Hold  the  point  of  your  rod  up,  his  mouth  is  not 
open  yet — I  can't  get  it  in.'  After  that  he 
called  him  in  and  gaffed  the  fish  himself,  a  nice 
15-pounder."  R.  B.  Mabston. 


LAEGE    STEIPED    BASS  IN 
CALIFOKNIAN  WATEES. 


"  In  reference  to  the  36-pound  striped  bass  that 
was  taken  by  Professor  MacFarland  from  San 
Antonio  slough  some  few  weeks  ago,  it  appears  that 
a  larger  fish  was  taken  by  H.  Brause,  of  Oakland, 
on  Nov.  13,  in  San  Pablo  Bay  on  rod  and  line. 
Twenty-four  hours  after  the  fish  was  caught  it  was 
placed  on  a  scales  in  a  hardware  store  in  Oakland, 
in  the  presence  of  Fred  Miller,  a  well-knowTi  Oak- 
land angler,  and  tipped  the  beam  at  391b.  6oz. 
The  fish  measured  47|in.  in  length. 

"  Largest  Striped  Bass. 

"  The  largest  striped  bass  taken  by  an  angler  in 
this  State  was  caught  in  Russian  river  three  years 
ago  by  Louis  Bouteiller,  now  of  Sheridan,  and 
scaled  491b.  The  fish  was  in  poor  condition,  and 
according  to  the  angler  who  was  responsible  for  its 
capture,  it  would  have  weighed  591b.  in  condition. 
It  is  said  that  a  fisherman  who  resided  at  the  time 
in  Suisun  caught  a  striped  bass  on  a  hand-line  in  a 
'  bUnd  '  slough  in  Joice  island  that  scaled  51  lb. 
This  was  four  or  five  years  ago,  but  although  many 
inquiries  have  been  made  to  find  the  man  who  was 
credited  with  having  taken  the  big  fish,  all  efforts 
in  this  direction  failed,  and  a  doubt  now  prevails 
as  to  its  authenticity." — San  Francisco  Chronicle, 
Dec.  14,  1907. 

[The  Hon.  Daniel  B.  Fearing  will  be  gkd  to  see 
this.— Ed.  F.  (?.] 


A  LADY  wa5  engaged  to  write  the  report  of  a 
recent  race  meeting  for  an  English  country  paper, 
and  this  how,  according  to  tho  Asian,  she 
described  the  steeplechase :  "  Dear  old  Fireirons, 
the  people's  favourite,  would  not  be  denied,  even 
though  an  accident  greatly  delayed  his  progres-;. 
At  length,  to  the  joy  of  all  beholders,  he  galloped  in 
twelve  lengths  ahead — riderless,  but  was  still  the 
winner." 
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BAIT-CASTING  IS  A  WINNEE. 


No  one  who  has  watched  the  increasing  popularity 
of  piscatorial  sports  with  the  people  of  America,  as 
evidenced  by  the  thousands  of  persons  of  both  sexes 
who  spend  many  leisure  hours  on  lake  and  stream, 
has  failed  to  note  that  the  bait-casting  outfit  is 
esteemed  as  highly  by  a  majority  of  anglers  as  is 
the  fly-casting  rig. 

An  expert  bait-caster,  like  the  expert  fly-caster, 
has  more  chances  for  success  in  his  sport  than  can  be 
had  by  any  other  method  of  fair  angling.  The  many 
scientific  angUng  clubs  that  have  been  formed  the 
past  few  years  throughout  the  country  have  done 
much  to  jjopularise  bait-casting,  for  the  club  compe 
titions  have  educated  rodsters  in  the  accuracy  and 
dehcacy  that  are  so  valuable  to  users  of  the  bait- 
casting  outfit  when  they  seek  sport  on  lake  or 
stream. 

The  enjoyment  that  a  Canadian  sportsman  found 
in  adopting  bait-casting  was  described  recently  by 
Benjamin  Westwood,  in  Rod  and  Gun  in  Canada, 
and  the  growing  popularity  of  this  sport  doubtless 
will  cause  his  recital  to  be  read  with  interest.  He 
says : — 

"  While  bait-casting  in  Canada  to  a  hmited  ex 
tent  has  been  indulged  in,  I  venture  to  say  that 
there  are  a  great  many  fishermen  who  have  never 
cast  an  artificial  bait,  either  minnow,  spoon  or 
spider,  after  the  fashion  of  fly-casting  ;  hence  I 
write  this  article  to  assure  my  fellow-fishermen  that 
there  is  much  sport  in  store  for  them  in  this  direc- 
tion, without  the  labour  and  much  time  spent  in  the 
often  fruitless  search  for  Uve  minnows. 

"  Here  is  a  method  of  catching  fish  as  seientifi- 
c;xlly  as  by  fly-casting,  with  aU  the  relative  sport 
attending  it.  During  this  last  season  I  have  been 
very  much  interested  in  this  newer  method  of 
catching  fish,  and  secured  a  fine  lot  of  bass  and 
pickerel  as  a  reward  for  my  efforts.  I  have  for  days 
used  only  a  small  casting  spoon,  devon  or  spinner, 
with  a  two-joint  6ft.  casting  rod  and  double-gut 
leader,  with  a  very  free-running  multii^lying  reel  and 
enamelled  silk  line.  I  have  been  astonished  to  find, 
after  making  many  and  frequent  inquiries  from 
numerous  fishermen,  that  while  they  may  cast  many 
a  fly  for  trout  and  bass  they  have  never  cast  an 
artificial  bait  for  bass  or  other  fish,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  our  neighbours  across  the  Une  have 
been  doing  so  much  during  the  past  two  or  three 
years  in  developing  this  bait-casting  method  by 
frequent  bait-casting  tournaments,  which  have 
been  so  popular,  and  have  been  tfi.ken  up  by  the 
Press  and  reported  so  extensively  all  over  the 
United  StT.te..  In  consequence  of  the  great  de- 
mand there  has  grown  up  a  large  trade  in  what  is 
called  b.-it-casting  rods,  most  suitable  for  this  pur- 
pose, and  made  especially  for  this  kind  of  fishing. 
They  are  generally,  if  not  always,  made  in  two 
joints,  from  5ft.  to  6ft. 

"  Being  in  close  touch  with  the  principal  centres 
of  the  fishing  tackle  trade  in  the  United  States  for 
so  many  years,  I  have  observed  particularly  the 
large  trade  that  has  grown  up  in  bait-casting  rods 
and  reels,  and  am  convinced  that  bait-casting  in 
Canada  is  bound  to  develop  in  the  near  future  into 
largo  proportions,  as  it  is  now  doing  in  the  United 
States.  While  it  is  admitted  by  all  that  fly-fishing 
is  the  most  scientific  fishing  for  either  trout  or 
salmon,  yet  here  is  a  new  style  of  casting  for  trout, 
bass,  pickerel,  or  salmon  that  does  not  fall  far 
short,  if  at  all,  as  a  scientific  method  of  catching 
fish,  and  from  my  own  experience  is  just  as  enjoy- 
able and  full  of  real  sport. 

"  In  some  locahties  last  season  where  I  was 
fishing  it  was  most  amusing  to  see  the  astonishment 
of  the  natives  as  they  saw  me  casting  from  a  rock, 
or  from  the  shore  or  from  a  boat,  some  50ft.  or  60ft., 
with  a  small  spoon  or  spinner,  and  immediately 
land  safely  a  good-sized  fish  with  the  small  bait 
hooked  in  the  mouth,  and  cast  the  same  bait  and 
bring  out  another  fish  in  so  short  a  time.  They 
said,  '  Surely  this  is  a  new  method  of  catching  fish 
such  as  we  never  saw  before  !  ' 

"I  have  been  asked  by  many  persons  which  is  the 
best  way  to  successfully  do  this  kind  of  fishing  and 
what  is  the  best  outfit  to  secure.  Some  of  the 
authorities  in  the  States,  where  they  have  had  long 
experience  in  this  hne  of  fishing,  advised  a  two-joint 
bass  rod,  from  oft.  to  6ft.  long,  which  is  called  a 


bait-casting  rod,  \vith  largo  stand-up  rings  and  a 
good-sized  end  ring  on  tip  of  rod,  so  as  to  allow  the 
Une  to  run  quite  freely  when  casting  from  a  multi- 
plying quadruple  reel.  They  also  advised,  in 
some  cases,  a  raw  silk  hne,  but  from  my  own  ex- 
perience last  season  I  favour  an  enamelled  silk  line 
as  the  most  suitable.  It  does  not  absorb  the  water, 
and  must  run  easier  on  this  account  ;  besides,  it 
must  pass  through  the  air  more  freely,  being  heavier 
and  smoother,  thus  enabUng  a  longer  cast  to  be 
made.  Fiequently,  when  castuig  with  a  light-weight 
artificial  bait,  it  is  necessary  to  facilitate  the  casting 
by  attaching  near  the  bait  on  the  leader  a  small 
sinker  which  will  carry  the  line  farther. 

"  The  conditions  of  bait-casting  are  somewhat 
different  to  fly-casting,  inasmuch  as  the  bait  can  be 
brought  back  again  after  the  cast  has  been  made, 
underneath  the  water,  until  such  time  as  ^he  free- 


"NOKWEGIAN  ANGLINGS  AND 
OTHER  SPOKTINGS"  FOR  1908. 


In  the  preface  to  the  edition  of  his  woll- 
producod  and  most  interesting  and  useful  guide  to 
"Norwegian  Anglings  and  Other  Sportings,"  for 
1908,  Mr.  James  Dowell  says  :— "  The  season  of 
1907  in  Norway  recalls,  as  far  as  satisfactory 
results  are  concerned,  the  good  seasons  of  1902 
and  1903.  The  seasons  of  1904,  1905,  and  1906 
were,  as  my  readers  will  recollect,  abnormally  poor 
ones  for  angling."  We  do  not  think  that  this  quite 
coincides  with  what  Mr.  Dowell  said  at  the  time, 
and  that,  speaking  generally,  1905  was  a  good 
season. 

Among  the  new  features  which  will  add  much  to 


A  Fine  Saljion  Killed  by  the  late  Me.  Geoege  McCullocHv 
(From  "Norwegian  Anylin-s,  '  etc.) 


runnmg  reel  brings  it  to  the  end  of  the  rod -tip 
again  in  case  there;  is  no  fish  secured. 

"  I  am  quite  free  to  confess  that  1  am  greatly 
taken  with  this  method  of  fishing,  which  offers  to 
the  fisherman  far  more  variety  of  sport  than  still- 
fishing  can  possibly  do,  besides  making  better  use 
of  his  rod,  reel,  and  line,  and  developing  his  skill 
as  a  sportsman." — American  Field. 


There  is  a  fisherman's  fancy  on  the  Norfolk 
coast  that  fish  and  fleas  come  together.  "  Lawk, 
sir  !  "  said  an  old  fellow,  near  Cromer,  to  T.  D.  P. 
(Notes  and  Q  uevies,  Oct.  7,  1865),  times  is  as  you 
may  look  in  my  flannel-shirt  and  scarce  see  a  flea, 
and  then  there  ain't  but  a  werry  few  herrins  ;  but 
times  that'll  be  riglit  alive  with  'em,  and  then  there's 
sartin  to  be  a  sight  o'  fish." 


the  attraction  of  this,  as  we  have  before  said, 
model  work  of  its  kind  are  some  articles  by  well- 
known  sportsmen — Mr.  W.  W.  Morris  writes  on 
salmon  fishing  ;  Sir  Henry  Seton-Karr,  C.M.G., 
about  the  Gula  and  the  Vefsen  rivers  ;  Colonel 
Percy  Hargreaves  on  what  he  describes  as  the 
"  unique  "  Aaro  river  ;  Mr.  E.  B.  Kennedy  has 
some  pleasant  notes  on  trout  and  char  fishing, 
and  there  are  other  articles  on  fishing  and  shooting. 

The  Vefsen  Rivee. 

The  following  extract  is  from  a  short  account  of  the 
Vefsen  river,  by  Sir  Henry  Seton-Karr,  C.M.G.  : — 

"  Of  the  many  mighty  rivers-that  drain  the  snow- 
capped fjelds  and  mountains  of  the  Scandinavian 
Peninsula  into  the  North  Sea,  the  Vefsen  is  by  no 
means  the  least.    Next  to  the  Namsen,  not  far  from 
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whose  source  it  heads,  it  probably  runs  as  large, 
if  not  a  larger  volume  of  water  than  any,  and, 
with  a  northerly  course,  flows  into  the  Vefsen 
Fjord  at  Mosjoen.  a  Nordland  town  some  thirty 
hours'  journey  by  steamer  north  of  Trondhjem. 
Curiously  enough,  it  was  one  of  the  latest  northern 
rivers  to  be  exploited  to  its  full  length  by  English- 
men.   The  lowest  beat,  including  the  famous  Foss 


their  way  up  Forsjord  Foss,  and  none  over  Lax  | 
Foss,  now  there  is  a  good  run  of  salmon  up  the  i 
full  length  of  the  river." 

A  melancholy  interest  attaches  to  two  of  the 
illustrations  which  Mr.  DowoU  has  kindly  lent  to  ; 
us.    One  shows  a  lovely  fish  caught  by  the  late 
Mr.   George  McCulloch,  the  well-known  salmon 
angler  ;  one  of  his  servants  is  holding  his  rod  and  ' 


AN  EEUPTION  OF  MOUNT  ^TNA 
PEOPHESIED. 

In  the  World's  Work  for  January  Mr.  Frank  VV. 
Ferret,  former  Hon.  Assistant  of  the  Royal  Vesu- 
vian  Observatory,  gives  a  vivid  account  of  his 
experiences,  with  excellent  photographs  of  erup- 


The  late  Me.  George  McCulloch  Playix.:;  a  Salmon. 
(From  "  Norwegian  Anyliugs,"  etc.) 


Pool,  about  twelve  miles  up  the  river  from  Mosjoen, 
has  been  under  lease  to  an  English  tenant  for  the 
past  twenty -five  years  or  more.  Its  fishing  records 
show  a  consistent  bag  of  over  30001b.  weight  of 
salmon  for  two  rods  for  every  year,  while  in  a  good 
yedr,  as  1907,  for  example,  the  catch  ran  over 
50001b.  in  weight.  But  until  ten  years  ago  the 
upper  waters  of  the  Vefsen  were  not  known  and  not 


another  his  gaff.  He  himself  is  seen  in  the  act  of 
playing  the  fish  from  his  boat.      .«  <  •  i 

Mr.  Dowell  has  some  fresh  beats  on  the  Orkla, 
and  also  gives  information  about  new  salmon 
fishings,  and  says:  "The  past  season,  having 
proved  itself  one  of  the  best  average  anghng  seasons 
of  recent  years  practically  all  over  Norway,  dissi- 
pates the  doleful  pessimism  which  warned  all  and 


tions.  The  average  person,  he  writes,  will  say : 
"  Well,  you  cannot  tell  from  what  depth  the  lava 
comes,  nor  when  the  mountain  began  to  be  a 
volcano.  You  don't  really  know  anytliing  about  it. 
It  is  principally  guesswork,  now,  isn't  it  ?  "  Never- 
theless, the  aim  of  volcanology  is  an  eminently 
practical  one.  For  example,  when  I  visited  the 
island  of  Stromboli,  the  peoiilc  were  panic-striekciu 


The  Famous  Foss  Pool  on  Forsjord  Beat;  Vefsen  River. 
(From  "Norwegian  Anglings,"  etc.) 


fished,  and  the  first  English  tenant  thereof  had 
even  to  introduce  the  natives  to  the  science  of 
'  harUng.'  One  reason  for  this  was  the  existence  of 
two  great  '  fosses  '  or  falls,  one  at  Forsjord,  aheady 
mentioned,  and  the  other.  Lax  Foss,  a  still  higher 
fall,  some  ton  miles  further  up.  Of  late  years 
salmon  ladders  have  been  made  in  both  these  falls, 
and  whereas  previously  only  a  few  salmon  made 


sundry  that  Norwegian  fishing  was  a  thing  of  the 
past."  Whoever  said  that  must  indeed  have  been 
in  the  dumps  ! 


Blobbs,  the  comedian,  is  the  most  discontented 
man  on  earth,  according  to  his  wife.  In  winter  he 
grumbles  because  he  can't  go  fis'ung,  and  in  summer 
because  there  is  no  skatino'. 


over  the  unusual  violence  of  the  volcano  ;  windows 
had  been  smashed  by  the  explosion,  and  ashes 
were  destroying  the  crops.  It  seemed  as  if  the 
island  itself  might  be  blown  into  the  air  at  any 
moment,  and  the  Government  was  hesitating  about 
transporting  the  entire  population  to  a  place  of 
safety.  At  such  a  time,  I  was  not  concerned  about 
the  exxct  date,   ages  ago,   in   which  Stromboli 
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VDso  above  the  sea,  nor  with  tlie  composition 
of  the  earth's  inteiior.  Wlien  I  could  assure 
the  authorities  that  the  worst  was  over,  that  the 
cuhniiiating  explosion  had  been  on  a  certain  date, 
that  there  would  be  another  crisis  at  such  and  such 
a  time  but  less  severe  than  the  preceding  ones, 
that  no  lava  streams  would  break  out  and  no  great 
catastrophe  was  to  be  feared,  a  W'ork  of  practical 
value  was  done.  Now  these  facts  arc  the  results 
of  rational  methods  of  scientific  research. 

By  the  same  moans,  we  know  that  a  great 
eruption  of  Mt.  Mtmi  is  impending  and  can  be 
confidently  predicted  to  take  place  within  a  year. 
Huge  lava  streams  will  flow  for  many  weeks,  and 
may  attxin  a  length  of  ten  miles  or  more,  according 
to  their  direction,  and  the  eruption  proper  will  take 
place  upon  a  flank  of  the  volcano,  and  not  from  the 
central  crater,  the  only  uncertainty  at  present 
being  which  side  of  the  mountain  will  break  open. 


EELS  AND  "SNIGGLING 
THEM. 


FOE 


I  AM  fond  of  eels :  this  does  not  mean  that  I  eat 
them — I  do  not ;  but  I  have  lived  surrounded  by 
ponds,  reservoirs,  canals  and  streams  that  are  full 
of  eels  for  many  years,  and  have  handled  consider- 
able quantities,  both  caught  and  trapped,  and  I 
am  greatly  interested  in  theni  and  their  ways.  I 
am  not  a  naturalist,  but  I  have  read  all  that  I 
could  lay  my  hands  on  about  their  breeding,  and 
I  have  almost  come  to  the  conclusion  that  they 
don't  breed,  but  that,  like  Topsy,  "  they  growed." 
However,  that  is  as  it  may  be  ;  one  thing  I  do  know, 
and  that  is  that  I  can  pick  half  a  dozen  eels  that 
have  been  caught  "permiscus  like"  from  half  a 
dozen  mature  eels  that  have  been  tra/ppcd  on  their 
way  when  running  for  the  sea ;  if  all  mixed  up 
together  I  should  seldom  make  a  mistake.  There 
is  one  question  in  connection  with  the  life  history 
of  the  salmon  that  our  much  respected  Editor 
is  so  tired  of  that  of  late  he  has  never 
printed  it  in  full  (D.S.F.I.F.W.?).  There  is 
a  converse  question  with  regard  to  eels.  Do 
mature  eels  feed  when  running  for  the  sea  ?  I  say. 
No.  One  point  I  would  mention,  as  our  American 
friends  would  say,  "right  here,"  and  that  is  that  I 
do  not  believe  eels  voluntarily  go  across  dry  land. 
My  evidence  is  naturally  purely  negative,  and  it  is 
very  difficult  to  prove  a  negation.  What  I  say  is 
that  I  have  never  seen  one  doing  so  voluntarily, 
and  not  having  seen  it  during  over  thirty  years, 
while  I  have  been  about  all  hours  of  the  day  and 
night  in  eely  places  (where  there  were  often  strong 
inducements  owing  to  waters  being  let  off  for  the 
eels  to  take  to  the  land),  convinces  me  that  it  does 
not  often  occur,  and  makes  me  very  strongly  doubt 
if  it  ever  occurs.  I  once  met  an  eel  coming  down 
the  road,  but  inquiry  proved  that  he  had  escaped 
from  the  pocket  of  a  poacher.  Of  course.  I  have 
seen  snakes  occasionally  (though,  happily,  they 
are  scarce  in  my  neighbourhood — they  may  be 
harmless,  but  I  have  a  horror  of  them),  and  I  feel 
sure  that  the  men  who  have  occasionally  reported 
to  me  that  they  saw  an  eel  going  from  one  pool  to 
another,  really  saw  a  snake  in  the  grass.  Of  course, 
I  am  perfectly  familiar  with  elvers  ascending  ; 
they  will  get  up  any  stones  that  are  mossy  and 
wet,  and  will  even  go  through  wet  grass. 

I  believe  that  the  natural  habits  and  habitats  of 
eels  are  much  misunderstood.  They  do  not  spend 
the  bulk  of  their  time  in  mud,  although  they  will 
burrow  deep  into  it  when  alarmed,  and  probably 
do  spend  most  of  the  winter  in  it  for  warmth. 
What  they  do  hke,  ani  where  they  spend  most  of 
their  time  in  the  summer  and  in  the  daytime,  are 
crevices  and  crannies  in  old  stone  walls  and  old 
masonries  and  campsheathing,  and  what  they 
prefer  is  a  crevice,  the  bottom  stone  of  which 
projects  an  inch  or  two.  And  why  ?  Because 
when  there  are  heavy  rains,  up  overhead,  the 
worms,  etc.,  that  are  washed  over  the  bank  stop 
on  this  projection,  and  our  friend  can  dart  out  and 
gobble  him.  They  lie  in  their  crevices  with  their 
heads  a  few  inches  back,  and  they  go  into  their 
crevices  head  foremost,  and  it  is  perfectly  marvel- 
loiis  in  how  small  an  internal  space  a  21b.  eel  will 
turn.  I  have  watched  one  take  half  an  hour  to 
do  it. 

Now  this  brings  us  to  what  is  of  real  practical 
interest  to  fishermen ;  we  always  say  that  we  can 
only  catch  eels  at  night  and  in  certain  special 
states  of  the  atmosphere,  etc.,  but  this  is  only  true 
because  it  is  only  at  these  times  that  the  eels  a/re 


r 


out  and  about  in  the  places  where  we  fish  for  them. 
Put  your  worm  in  the  right  place  and  yoir  can 
catch  eels  any  time  ;  with  ordinary  Ijottom  fishing 
your  worm  practically  never  goes  into  the  places 
I  have  described,  and  if  it  does  it  is  any  odds 
against  your  tackle  being  strong  enough  to  pull 
him  out. 

Most  old  pools,  reservoirs,  canals  and  rivers  have 
tumble  down  walls,  floodgates,  etc.,  in  which  eels 
live  for  years  unmolested  because  no  one  knows 
how  to  go  after  them — this  is  not  quite  true, 
because  in  the  neighbourhood  of  at  least  one  of 
our  big  towns  the  writer  knows  m^n  who  get  their 
living  by  it,  but  they  are  not  in  a  hurry  to  show 
their  tackle  nor  to  describe  exactly  where  they  go 
for  the  eels  they  bring  in  for  sale. 

The  tackle  is  exceedingly 
shnple,  and  it  is  very  well 
shown  in  the  accomjmnying 
sketch — a  sound  Tonkin  cane 
(jointed  in  the  centre  for  con- 
venience in  carrying)  about  T^ft.  long, 
which  is  bored  at  the  top  to  allow  a  piece 
of  hollow  cane,  about  lOin.,  to  be  inserted 
(and  jammed  in  tight) ;  an  ordinary  eel 
hook  is  attached  direct  to  about  8|ft.  of 
water-cord,  and  threaded  through  the  short 
piece  of  cane  and  through  the  rings  on  the 
Tonkin  cane,  and  made  fast  where  on  an 
ordinary  rod  the  reel  would  be.  The 
baited  hook  is  drawn  almost  close  up  to 
the  end  of  the  cane,  and  then,  standing 
on  the  bank,  you  feel  about  for  these 
crevices  that  are  likely  to  hold  an  eel, 
and,  when  found,  the  worm  is  allowed  to 
rest  a  few  minutes,  and  then  so  on  to 
another  place.  A  considerable  area  of 
rocks  or  wall  can  be  worked  in  an  hour, 
and  it  is  not  hard  work,  and  often  very 
remunerative.  * 

Of  course  when  the  eel  takes  the  worm 
(and  there  is  no  bait  like  a  worm,  and  a 
good  big  one,  for  this  style  of  fishing — 
m  or  poaching,  eh,  Mr.  Editor '?)  he  retreats 
and  pulls  out  the  loose  foot  of  line,  and  so 
the  "  bite "  is  seen.  It  is  well  to  give 
him  a  reasonable  time  to  pouch  it,  and 
then  pull  him  out  vi  et  a.rmis. 

This  tackle  is  made  by  Henry  Milward 
and  Sons,  Lt(>.,  Itedditch  (wholesale),  and 
can  be  got  from  any  fishing-tackle  dealer, 
and  the  cost  of  course  is  trifling. 

Naturally,  it  is  no  use  trying  the 
game  till  warmer  weather  comes.  As  I  said  at 
first,  they  do  spend  the  cold  weather  in  the  mud, 
and  probably  do  not  feed  at  all. 

W.  G.  ASHFORD. 

[Our  North  of  Europe  eels  appear  to  breed  at 
depths  of  2000ft.  or  so  in  the  Atlantic  off  the  west 
coast  of  Ireland.  In  the  days  of  my  youth  I  have 
often  caught  eels  in  the  daytime  by  fishing  in  the 
way  described  by  Mr.  Ashford,  butvwith  the  old 
needle  and  stick  dodge,  by  which  you  insinuate  the 
irose  of  the  lob  into  the  crevice  where  you  expect 
an  eel  to  bide  in  the  daytime. — Ed.] 


ON  AMEEICAN  BAIT-CASTING 
EOD-LENGTHS. 

Theoughout  the  United  States  the  interest  in 
fly  and  bait  casting  is  increasing  at  a  rate  that  is 
remarkable.  In  bait  casting  this  is  especially  true. 
As  early  as  October  the  rodmakers  began  to  I'eceive 
orders  from  clubs  and  individuals  for  rods  for  next 
season,  and  at  the  same  time  the  demand  for 
material  for  rods  was  noticeably  brisk,  showing 
that  large  numbers  of  amateurs  are  preparing  to 
make  rods  during  the  winter  months  and  try  them 
out  thoroughly  long  before  the  season  opens  next 
spring. 

If  there  is  one  thing  that  is  more  prominent  than 
any  other,  it  is  that  the  grade  of  material  demanded 
is  higher  than  ever.  Only  the  best  of  wood,  bamboo 
and  cork  is  asked  for  ;  fittings  are  of  German  silver, 
and  agate  guides  and  tops  of  the  best-known  form 
and  material  are  always  demanded. 

We  are  asked  so  often  what  lengths  are  the 
favourites  with  the  expert  bait-casters  that  we  have 
examined  the  records  of  the  great  tournament  held 
at  Racine  with  the  idea  of  summarising  the  lengths 
of  the  rods  used  there  and  airiving  at  some  definite 
conclusion  as  to  the  favourite  length  of  rod  for 
casting  a  |oz.  lure  in  accuracy  events,  as  this  is 


the  nearest  approach  to  bass  lure  casting  of  any  ol 
the  events  hoid  at  tournaments.  The  residtt;  of  th'- 
summary,  however,  ani  a  trifle  disappointing.  1 1 
they  show  anything  at  all  that  the  novice  can  be 
guided  by  in  ordering  or  in  making  a  rod,  it  is  that 
nearly  every  expert  follows  his  own  inchnation 
rather  than  some  standard  set  by  othei's,  and  when 
all  is  said  this  is  perhaps  the  best  thing  to  do  in 
rod  buying  or  making.  There  are  no  limits  to 
weight  or  length  of  the  bait-casting  rod,  but  it  is 
noticeable  that  neither  weight  nor  length  is  carried 
to  the  extreme.'  In  fly-casting  both  are  limited  in 
many  of  the  styles  of  casting,  with  the  result  that 
there  is  a  remarkable  uniformity  in  all  rods,  but 
in  bait  rods  all  the  niceties  of  balance,  resilience  and 
power  are  so  fully  adjusted  that  calibre  and  length 
regulate  weight,  and  in  this  there  is  much  similarity. 

As  to  weights,  the  heaviest  rod  used  in  the 
accuracy  \oz.  bait  cx  ent  of  the  National  Association 
at  Racine,  in  wliich  seventy -three  contestants  took 
part,  was  7oz.  for  a  rod  5ft.  8:|:in.  long,  while  the 
lightest  rod  weighed  4oz.  and  was  4ft.  ll^in.  long, 
its  material  snakeweed. 

Twenty  of  the  rods  used  were  6ft.  or  more  in 
length,  but  the  extreme  was  6ft.  3|in.  On  the  othi'r 
hand,  of  the  eight  rods  that  were  5ft.  or  loss  in 
length,  the  shortest  was  4ft.  8^in. 

The  greatest  number  were  over  5^ft.  and  undot 
6ft.,  twenty-four  in  all  ;  while  seventeen  others 
ranged  from  5ft.  to  5ft.  6in. 

This  shows  that  the  majority  of  rods  used  in  this 
style  of  casting  ranged  between  5ft.  and  6ft.,  while 
the  exact  length  depended  much  on  the  Owner's 
mode  of  casting,  the  reel  he  used  and  the  caHluc 
of  the  rod.  The  old  fancy  for  an  ounce  in  weight 
to  every  foot  of  length  does  not  apply,  for  these 
rods  were  under  this  rule  in  weight.  All  of  the  rods 
save  five  were  split  bamboo.  Twenty  of  them  were 
made  by  their  owners. 

Of  the  reels  used  on  these  rods  forty-seven  wcr(> 
No.  3  size,  eight  were  No.  2,  the  others  specials  in 
size  and  make. 

In  the  |oz.  bait-casting  for  distance,  twenty-six 
entries,  four  rods  were  Oft.  or  longer,  and  two  were 
5ft.  Of  the  others  twelve  were  between  5ft.  and 
5|ft.,  and  seven  ranged  from  5|ft.  to  6ft.  The 
majority,  as  this  shows,  were  fjetwct-n  5ft.  and  (ift. 
in  length.  The  lightest  rod  weighed  4^oz.  and  the 
heaviest  7|oz. 

In  this  event  the  reels  were  as  follows  :  No.  3. 
fourteen  ;  No.  2,  nine  ;  various,  three. 

In  the  Joz.  accuracy  bait-casting  event  there  were 
forty-four  entries.  Of  the  rods  used  twenty-seven 
were  6ft.  or  more  in  length,  the  extreme  being 
6ft.  4in.  TThe  shortest  rod  was  5ft.  lin.  long.  In 
weight  they  ranged  from  4,ioz.  to7oz.,  while  twenty- 
eight  of  the  forty-four  rods  used  weighed  5^oz.  or 
less,  showing  considerably  less  weight  per  foot  of 
length  than  in  the  ^oz.  events.  All  were  split 
bamboo,  eleven  of  them  made  by  their  owners. 

Twenty  of  the  rebls  used  with  Joz.  lures  were 
No.  2,  seven  were  No.  3,  the  others  specials. — 
Forest  and  Stream. 


POLLACK  FISHING  FEOM  POET 
EEIN,  ISLE  OF  MAN. 


I  WAS  again  accompanied  by  my  friends,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  B.,  for  part  of  my  stay.  We  commenced 
fishing  on  Sept.  23,  two  rods,  from  a  14ft.  centre- 
board boat,  and  caught  most  of  our  fish  in  the 
Sound  between  the  Calf  and  the  Isle  of  Man.  Our 
catch  was : — 

Sept.  23.— Eight  pollack,  161b.,  71b.,  8^1b., 
llilb.,  61b.,  151b.,  8^1b.,  SJlb,  total,  811b. 

Sept.  24.— Three  fish,  171b.,  111b.,  15Ib.,  total, 
431b. 

Sept.  25.— Six  fish,  141b.,  131b.,  121b.,  121b.,  71b., 
81b.,  total,  661b. 

Sept.  26.— Seven  fish,  121b.,  lOjlb.,  81b.,  71b., 
llilb.,  6ilb.,  4ilb.,  total,  601b. 

On  Sept.  27  and  28  we  had  only  three  small  fish 
each  day. 

Sept.  30. — One  fish,  91b.  A  quantity  of  pollack 
were  showing  in  the  Sound,  chasing  the  fry,  but 
we  had  been  unable  to  catch  any  small  mackerel 
for  bait,  and  they  would  not  look  at  the  rubber  eels. 

Oct.  1. — One  fish,  S^lb.  We  were  blown  out  of 
the'  Sound  by  S.E.  wind.  The  same  thing  occurred 
on  the  same  day  last  year. 

'  Oct.  2. — Heavy  sea.     Watterson  and  Cregeen 


January  11,  1908 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


25 


sailed  the  boat  to  the  Sound,  and  we  walked  over, 
but  although  partially  sheltered  the  waves  were 
too  high  to  fish  comfortably,  and  after  a  two  hours' 
trial  we  left  Ashless. 

)ct.  8. — Sea  too  rough  to  leave  Port  Erin  at  all. 
)ct.  4.— Fished  for  half  a  tide,  one  fish,  11  ^Ib. 
Total,  twenty-seven  fish  weighing  2791b. ;  aver- 
age per  fish,  10- 331b. 

Mrs.  B.  caught  the  largest  fish,  171b.  Had  we 
trolled  smaller  baits  and  small  flies  we  could  have 
increased  the  quantity  of  our  catch,  I  believe,  con- 
siderably. As  I  wrote  you  last  year,  I  had  intended 
trying  the  races  in  the  Sound  with  large  flies  and 
short  salmon  rod,  and  went  fully  prepared,  but 
unfortunately  I  postponed  the  trial  until  the  second 
week,  and,  as  luck  would  have  it,  the  big  fish  were 
not  then  showing,  but  I  remain  convinced  that 
fished  with  a  fly  rod  and  large  showy  fly  these 
fish  will  take  freely.  We  employed  again  John 
Watterson  and  Thomas  Cregeen,  who  did  not  spare 
themselves  to  obtain  sport.  Besides  these  large 
pollack  to  be  caught  in  the  Sound  and  along  the 
western  side  of  the  Calf,  there  are  very  heavy  coal- 
fish  to  be  taken  close  to  the  Chicken  Eock  Light- 
house, about  a  mile  to  the  south-west  of  the  Calf. 
I  heard  of  one  fish  of  25 Jib.,  but  did  not  see  it.  The 
Chicken  Kock  is  rather  exposed,  and  with  any  sea 
running  it  is  not  possible  to  fish  there  with  comfort. 
We  were  only  able  to  get  there  once,  but  my  com- 
panion M.  is  not  a  vei-y  good  sailor,  and  we  came 


Watterson's  Boat  (easy  to  bow  and  sail). 


with  both  hooks  fast  in  his  jaws.  On  another 
occasion,  an  acquaintance,  coming  from  tho  river, 
pointed  out  where  ho  had  just  lost  a  good  fish  on 
a  phantom  minnow,  the  gut  having  snapped  at  a 
knot.  I  was  engaged  in  putting  up  my  rod  at  tho 
time,  and  it  was  perhaps  ten  minutes  or  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  later,  when  I  landed  the  trout  on  a  fly, 
with  the  whole  minnow  tackle  in  his  mouth  and  a 
yard  of  gut  dangUng  behind  him.  The  loser  of  the 
flight  could  scarcely  credit  his  good  fortune,  when, 
in  the  afternoon,  I  called  at  his  cottage  on  my  way 
home,  and  handed  him,  not  only  his  phantom,  but 
a  very  nice  fish  of  about  l^lb.  along  with  it. 

I  once  rose,  and  after  a  good  deal  of  trouble 
succeeded  in  landing,  a  sea-trout  of  between  4lb. 
and  51b.  weight,  whose  play  puzzled  mo  a  good  deal, 
until  I  discovered  the  reason  for  it.  It  was  a 
moderately  wide  stream,  and  the  fish  came  at  me 
near  the  opposite  bank,  and  being  firmly  hooked, 
bored  strongly  up  and  down  stream  for  four  or 
five  yards  either  way  ;  but  do  what  I  could,  I  could 
not  get  him  to  move  further.  After  a  long  time 
spent  in  useless  attempts,  I  was  forced  to  wade  across 
the  river,  and  then  succeeded  in  ge  ting  the  fish 
ashore,  when  I  found  that  he  was  fast  to  the  lino  of 
;i  very  cleverly-constructed  "  otter,"  the  board  of 
which  had  become  entangled  in  some  weeds,  leaving 
him  some  eight  or  ten  yards  of  free  play.  The  otter 
I  kept  for  many  years  ;  there  were  several  flies 
attached  to  it,  and  one  of  these  the  trout  had 
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away  without  givmg  it  a  thorough  trial.  Still,  it 
is  such  a  magnificent  mark  that  should  I  get  to 
Port  Erin  again  I  shall  make  it  a  point  every  day 
to  leave  in  time  to  make  the  Chickens,  and  as  the 
tides  there  are  in  order  two  hours  earlier  than  in 
the  Sound,  if  I  found  the  sea  too  high,  when  clear 
of  the  land,  to  fish,  there  is  ample  time  to  get  back 
to  the  Sound. 

The  coalfish,  however,  are  not  there  every  tide, 
but  they  generally  are. 

On  Oct.  4  I  saw  a  catch  of  coalfish  made  at  the 
Rock  on  hand-lines  -and  rubber  baits  by  the  Dukes 
of  Port  Erin  (father  and  two  sons),  consisting  of 
eighty-three  fish,  the  largest  161b.,  and  I  should 
guess  the  smallest  to  be  about  71b.  I  weighed  the 
largest.  On  the  same  day  the  Dukes  of  Castletown 
had,  I  am  told,  ninety-three  coalfish  from  the  same 
place.  There  is  this  advantage  fishing  at  the 
Chicken  Rock,  the  water  is  deep  and  free  from 
weed,  and  one  can  play  one's  fish  more  gently, 
whereas  in  the  Sound  one  cannot  afford  much  law. 

A  friend  of  mine  fished  the  Sound  with  his  wife 
on  Sept.  15  and  16,  and  caught  the  first  day  ten 
fish,  351b.,  and  on  the  second  seventeen,  971b.,  the 
largest  fish  weighing  151b. 

There  is  no  skill  necessary  to  hook  these  fish, 
but  practice  is  certainly  required  to  bring  them  to 
gafl'  successfully,  fished,  as  they  should  be,  with 
light  tackle. 

I  again  used  Mr.  Geen's  wire,  and  swear  by  it. 
For  bait  small  mackerel  are  the  best,  but  failing 
mackerel  large  rubber  sand-eels — white,  red,  and 
black — up  to  83in.  in  length. 

Port  Erin,  as  I  mentioned  last  year,  is  a  delightful 
place  to  stay  at  in  September,  and  all  the  fishermen 
that  I  have  come  across  there  are  good  men. 

PSARAS. 


QUEER  iEXPEEIENCES  IN  TROUT 
AND  SALMON  FISHING. 

How  many  queer  and  unexpected  things,  that 
have  befallen  him  by  the  river-side,  crop  up  in  the 
mind  of  a  fisherman,  as,  in  contemplative  mood, 
he  smokes  a  lonely  pipe  before  the  fire  on  a  winter's 
afternoon  ;  and  what  castles  in  the  air,  too,  for  the 
coming  season,  flicker  up  before  him  in  the  yellow 
lowe  !  There  is  that  big  trout  we  tried  for  so  often, 
and  so  ineffectually,  during  the  evenings  last 
summer,  where  the  old  willow  tree  hangs  athwart 
the  stream,  down  in  yonder  meadow.  Will  he 
survive  the  perils  of  the  spawning  season,  and  be  at 
his  old  station  again  in  April  ?  What  will  his  pro- 
portions be  then  ?  And  how  beautifully  we  guide 
him  past  that  hidden  snag,  and  tumble  him  down 
stream  into  the  net  !  But  all  this  is  "in  the 
mind's  eye,  Horatio,"  and  it  is  rather  of  things  that 
have  actually  happened,  than  of  dreams  for  the 
future  that  I  sat  down  to  write. 

We  are  constantly  hearing  of  fish  hooked  in 
curious  ways,  many  of  the  tales  going  to  establish 
the  fact  that  fish  have  only  a  limited  capacity  for 
feeling  pain,  and  that  they  often  pay  very  little 
more  attention  to  a  prick  from  a  hook  in  the  mouth 
than  we  do  to  a  scratch  from  a  thorn  on  the  finger. 
It  is  not  often,  however,  that  a  trout  is  actually 
landed  with  two  hooks  in  his  mouth  at  the  same 
time,  and  both  attached  to  a  line  and  rod.  This 
happened  to  me  once,  when  fishing  Loch  Dochart 
from  the  old  inn  at  Luib,  then  kept  by  Dougal  and 
Cerstie  MacPherson.  There  were  two  of  us  in  the 
boat,  and  my  friend  hooked  a  trout  of  about  half  a 
pound,  which  at  once  rushed  underneath  the  boat 
and  took  one  of  my  fUes,  being  eventually  landed 


j  taken,  though  how  he  had  managed  to  break  away 
with  the  board  there  was  no  means  of  finding  out 
My  fly  proved  to  be  fast  on  the  outside  of  his  nose, 
so  that  whether  he  had  actually  risen  at  it  with  the 
intention  of  taking  it,  one  could  not  say,  but  he 
appeared  to  come  up  quite  naturally. 

A  trout,  especially  a  large  one,  will  frequently 
come  up  and  examine  a  fly,  almost  touching  it,  but 
still  refuse  to  take.  If  his  nose  dimples  the  surface, 
a  quick  strike  may  result  in  hooking  him  about  the 
head  ;  but  more  frequently  the  angler  is  not  made 
aware  of  his  presence  until  he  has  turned  to  go  down, 
and  then  a  lucky  strike  may  fix  the  hook  some- 
where towards  the  tail.  I  believe  it  is  in  this 
manner  that  the  majority  of  fish  are  foul-hooked, 
the  "  rise  "  which  is  visible  to  the  fisherman  being 
in  reality  the  curl  caused  by  the  tail  as  the  fish 
descends.  More  especially  is-  this  the  case  when 
there  are  two  or  more  flies  on  the  cast,  and  they 
are  being  fished  rather  deeply.  A  trout  then 
examining  one  of  the  droppers,  may  be  caught  by 
the  tail  fly  with  a  sharp  strike. 

Swallows,  and  other  birds,  are  not  infrequently 
taken  on  an  artificial  fly,  being,  however,  more 
often  foul-hooked  than  caught  in  the  mouth. 
During  the  past  season,  I  saw  a  swift  so  "landed." 
the  gut  having  formed  a  loop  round  the  body  and 
one  wing,  without  the  hooks  having  come  into  play 
at  aU.  Bats  are  much  more  rareh'  taken  on  an 
artificial  fly,  and,  in  mj^  experience,  have  invariably 
been  foul-hooked  in  the  wings.  I  have  pui-posely 
dangled  my  flies  before  them,  where  bats  -were 
hawking  over  a  river,  and  have  had  them  "examine  ' 
a  fly  many  times  ;  but  they  are  remarkably  quick 
in  detecting  the  spurious  nature  of  the  lure,  and  I 
have  never  seen  one  attcm})t  to  take  an  artificial 
fly,  though  I  have  several  times  had  one  take  a 
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natural  fly  off  my  hook  (purposely  hung  in  its  way, 
where  we  could  see  what  took  place)  without  getting 
caught. 

I  once,  as  a  boy,  had  an  exciting  "  run  "  with  a 
pigeon,  foul-hooked  by  casting  into  a  flock  of  them 
feeding  on  the  ground  ;  but  it  did  not  prove  half 
so  difficult  a  "  fish  "  to  "  land  "  as  did  a  tame 
duck  which  appropriated  my  Avorm,  and  then 
dived  and  "  played  "  nearly  ten  minutes  before  it 
could  be  brought  to  hand.  Neither  of  these  strange 
"  fish,"  however,  gave  half  so  exciting  a  "  nm"  as  did 
a  cow,  which  I  was  once  unfortunate  enough  to  hook. 
The  animal  had  approached  behind  me,  unnoticed, 
and  was  caught  in  the  baclo^  ard  sweep  of  the  line, 
and  the  first  notice  I  had  of  its  presence  was  the 
snapping  of  my  rod  top  at  the  sudden  jerk.  (That 
happened  many  years  ago,  and  I  have  long  since 
learned  the  wisdom  of  never  having  one's  fingers 
on  the  Une  when  casting ;  and  I  would  emphasise 
the  undesirabihty  of  fishing  so,  for  the  benefit  of 
an  T  young  anglers  who  may  happen  to  read  these 
lines.  There  are  few  occasions  when  a  fisherman  has 
any  business  to  have  his  line  grasped  by  the  hand 
that  is  holding  his  rod — except,  of  course,  when  he 
is  plajang  a  fish,  or  in  similar  circumstances — 
either  when  the  line  is  swinging  behind  him,  or 
upon  the  water.  In  the  latter  case,  should  a  fish 
rise,  the  check  of  the  reel  has  quite  sufficient  resis- 
tance to  drive  the  barb  home,  while  too  hard  a 
strike  may  often  be  neutralised  by  its  yielding.) 
But  to  return  to  our  cow,  the  smashing  of  my  rod 
top  was  not  my  only  misfortune.  By  no  persuasion 
could  she  be  induced  to  stand  still  while  the  hook 
was  extracted,  and  while  I  was  endeavouring  to 
coax  her,  she  bolted.  I  then  "  ran  "  her  across  the 
meadow,  giving  Une  when  necessary,  till  I  stvxmbled 
and  fell,  and  broke  the  second  joint  of  the  rod,  as 
well  as  the  hne,  and  the  cow  carried  off  most  of 
my  cast,  to  get  rid  of  it  as  best  she  could.  I  can 
only  hope  she  did  not  catch  some  pretty  dairy- 
maid on  one  of  the  droppers,  that  night  when 
milking  time  arrived.  That  there  were  "  some 
such  "  in  the  neighbourhood,  deponent  well  remem- 
bereth,  but  as  to  any  "  hooking  "  of  any  of  them  he 
sayeth  not. 

I  never  actually  saw  a  fish  jump  into  a  boat,  but 
such  cases  are  by  no  means  unknown,  one  having 
been  recorded  by  a  well-known  angler  on  the  Tweed 
only  last  year.  Wliether  the  fish  (usually  a  salmon) 
can  be  considered  to  be  legally  captured  in  such 
circumstances,  may  be  a  bit  doubtful,  and  I  rather 
fancy  that  a  man  retaining  it  might  render  himself, 
strictly  speaking,  Hable  to  prosecution  imder  the 
Salmon  Fishery  Acts,  for  "  taking  and  killing  by 
means  other  than  by  a  properli/  licensed  instrument.'' 
Be  the  legality  of  the  matter  as  it  may,  however,  1 
imagine  that  ninety-nine  out  of  a  hundred  fish  so 
rash,  would  be  duly  "  christened,"'  and  have  small  • 
chance  of  getting  back  to  their  native  element  again, 
unless,  indeed,  it  were  in  the  manner  referred  to  by 
the  late  Major  Dickins  on  a  memorable  occasion 
during  an  inquiry  by  Royal  Commissioners  into 
the  question  of  the  desirabihty  or  otherwise  of 
killing  kelts  on  Tweed.  If  my  memory  is  not  at 
fault,  it  was  the  late  Frank  Buckland  who  was  the 
questioner.  At  any  rate,  it  was  then  illegal  to  kill 
kelts,  and  the  Major  had  just  admitted  that  he  had 
frequently  caught  salmon  which,  though  they  had 
spawned,  were  so  "  well  mended  "  as  to  be  hardly 
distinguishable  from  clean  fish.  "  I  suppose, 
Major,  you  always  returned  them  to  the  water 
again  ?  "  commented  the  Comm'ssioner.  "  Of  course 
I  did,"  was  the  ready  reply,  "  but,"  added  the 
witness,  sotto  voce,  "  I  guess  I  always  boiled  the 
water  first." 

The  mention  of  this  circumstance  recalls  to  mind 
another  curious  case  of  the  capture  of  a  "  fush  " 
which  came  under  my  notice,  many  years  ago,  in 
North  Britain.  A  very  well-known  miller  in  the 
district  was  charged  by  the  water-bailiffs  with 
being  found  with  a  sea -trout  in  his  dogcart  during 
the  close  season,  and  pled  his  excuses  somewhat  as 
follows  : — 

"  A-weel,  Bailie,  gin  the  truth  maun  be  tell'd,  A 
was  jist  drivin'  throw  the  ford,  when  the  fush 
lap  in  a-side  us,  an'  because  A  wasna'  for  begrudgin' 
him  a  bit  lift,  ye  wad  surelee  never  tak'  awa'  an 
honest  man's  name." 

And  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  add,  the  Bailie  saw 
the  force  of  the  argument,  and  gave  the  good 
miller  the  benefit  of  the  doubt. 

One  other  funny  way  in  which  a  sea-trout  was 
once  bagged  is  also  worth  recording.  A  friend 
was  fishing  the  water  above  a  roughly  stone-built 
cauld,  or  weir,  running  across  a  large  river,  up 


which  sea-trout  were  running  at  the  time.  He 
was  walking,  or  wading,  along  the  face  of  the 
cauld,  casting  his  flies  over  the  deep  water  above 
it,  when  a  fish  of  some  31b.,  in  attempting  to  leap 
the  fall,  fell  in  such  a  manner  that  his  head  stuck 
fast  in  a  , crevice  amongst  the  stones,  leaving  his 
tail  wriggling  in  the  air,  almost  beneath  tho  point 
of  my  friend's  rod.  Needless  to  say,  he  was  speedily 
transferred  by  hand  to  the  creel,  and  surely  no 
fisherman's  conscience  could  be  so  sensitive  as  to 
have  been  pricked  by  any  qualms  of  law  breaking, 
albeit  the  process  of  "taking"  might  not  have 
been  one  usually  recognised  as  coming  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Acts,  "  thereto  made  and  provided." 

Lichen  Grey. 


CHALK-STKEAM  STUDIES. 
By  Rev.  Charles  Kingsley. 

{These  very  pleasant  studies  appeared  originally 
in  "  Fraser's  Magazine  "  for  1858.) 

{Continued  from  page  8.) 

Kingsley's  "Red  Cow  Fly." 
Not  to  these,  however,  but  to  the  Phryganeje 
(who,  when  sticks  and  pebbles  fail,  often  make  their 
tubes  of  sand — for  example,  P.  flava)  should  I  refer 
the  Red-cow  Fly,  which  is  almost  the  only  autumn 
killer  in  the  Dartmoor  streams.  A  red  cow-hair 
body  and  a  woodcock  wing  is  his  type,  and  let 
those  who  want  West-country  trout  remember  him. 

Flies  made  by  Cockney  Maidens. 

Another  fly,  common  on  some  rocky  streams,  but 
more  scarce  in  the  chalk,  is  the  "  Yellow  Sally," 
which  entomologists,  with  truer  appreciation  of  its 
colour,  call  Chrysoperla  viridis.  It  may  be  bought 
at  the  shops  ;  at  least,  a  yellow  something  of  that 
name,  but  bearing  no  more  resemblance  to  the 
delicate  yellow-green  natural  fly,  with  its  warm 
grey  wings,  than  a  Pre-Raphaelite  portrait  to  the 
human  being  for  whom  it  is  meant.  Copied,  like 
most  trout  flies,  from  some  traditional  copy  by  the 
hands  of  Cockney  maidens,  who  never  saw  a  fly  in 
their  lives,  the  mistake  of  a  mistake,  a  sham  raised 
to  its  tenth  power,  it  stands  a  signal  proof  that 
anglers  will  never  get  good  t^ies  till  they  learn  a 
little  entomology  themselves,  and  then  teach  it  to 
the  tackle,-makers.  But  if  it  cannot  be  bought,  it 
can  at  least  be  made  ;  and  I  should  advise  everyone 
who  fishes  rocky  streams  in  May  and  June,  to  dye 
for  himself  some  hackles  of  a  brilliant  greenish- 
yellow,  and  in  the  most  burning  sunshine,  when 
fish  seem  inclined  to  rise  at  no  fly  whatsoever, 
examine  the  boulders  for  the  Chrysoperla,  who  runs 
over  them,  her  wings  laid  flat  on  her  back,  her 
yellow  legs  moving  as  rapidly  as  a  forest-fly's  ; 
try  to  imitate  her,  and  use  her  on  the  stream,  or  on 
the  nearest  lake.  Certain  it  is  that  in  Snowdon 
this  fly  and  the  GAvynnant  Hydropsyche  will  fill  a 
creel  in  the  most  burning  north-easter,  when  all 
other  flies  are  useless  ;  a  sufficient  disproof  of  the 
Scotch  theory — that  fish  do  not  prefer  the  fly  which 
is  on  the  water.* 

Another  disproof  may  be  found  in  the  "  Fern 
Web,"  "  Bracken  Clock  "f  of  Scotland  ;  the  tiny 
Cockchafer,  with  brown  wing-cases  and  dark-green 
thorax,  which  abounds  in  some  years  in  hay- 
meadows  on  the  fern,  or  on  the  heads  of  um- 
belliferous flowers.  The  famous  Loch-Awe  fly, 
described  as  an  Alder-fly  with  a  Rail's  wing,  seems 
to  be  nothing  but  this  fat  little  worthy  ;  but  the 
best  plan  is  to  make  the  wings,  either  buzz  or  hackle, 
of  the  bright  neck-feather  of  the  cock  pheasant, 
thus  gaining  the  metallic  lustre  of  the  beetle  tribe. 
Tied  thus,  either  in  Devonshire  or  Snowdon,  few 
flies  surpass  him  when  he  is  out.  His  fatness  proves 
an  attraction  which  the  largest  fish  cannot  resist. 

The  Ephemerce,  too,  are  far  more  important  in 
rapid  and  rocky  streams  than  in  the  deeper,  stiller 
waters  of  the  south.  It  is  worth  while  for  a  good 
fish  to  rise  at  them  there  ;  the  more  luxurious 
chalk  trout  will  seldom  waste  himself  upon  them, 
unless  he  be  lying  in  shallow  water,  and  has  but  to 
move  a  few  inches  upward. 


*  The  Ripon  list  of  natural  flies  contains  several 
other  species  of  small  Nemouridse  unknown  to  me, 
save  one  brown  one,  which  is  seen  in  the  South, 
though  rarely,  in  June. — C.  K. 

t  Only^of  North  of  'England,  I  think.— R.  B.  M. 


Praise  fob  Theakston. 
But  these  Ephemera),  like  all  other  naiads,  want 
working  out.  The  species  which  Mr.  Ronalds  gives 
are,  most  of  them,  by  his  own  confession,  very  un- 
certain. Of  the  Phryganidaj  he  seems  to  know  little 
or  nothing,  mentioning  but  two  species  out  of  the 
two  hundred  which  are  said  to  inhabit  Briton  ;  and 
his  land  flies  and  beetles  are  in  several  cases  quite 
wrongly  named.  However,  the  professed  ento- 
mologists know  but  little  of  tho  mountain  flies  ; 
and  the  angler  who  would  help  to  work  them  out 
would  confer  a  benefit  on  science,  as  well  as  on  the 
"  gentle  craft."  As  yet  the  only  approach  to  such 
a  good  work  which  I  know  of  is  a  little  book  on  the 
trout  flies  of  Ripon,  with  excellent  engravings  of  the 
natural  fly.  The  author's  name  is  not  given  ;  but 
the  book  may  be  got  at  Ripon,  and  most  valuable  it 
must  be  to  any  North-country  fisherman.* 

But  come,  we  must  not  waste  our  time  in  talk,  for 
here  is  a  cloud  over  the  sun,  and  plenty  more  coming 
up  behind,  before  a  ruffling  south-west  breeze,  as 
Shelley  has  it — 

"  Calling  white  clouds  like  flocks  to  feed  in  air." 
Let  us  up  and  onward  to  that  long  still  reach, 
which  is  now  curling  up  fast  before  the  breeze  ; 
there  are  large  fish  to  be  taken,  one  or  two  at  least, 
even  before  the  fly  comes  on.    You  need  not  change 
your  flies  ;  the  cast  which  you  have  on — Governor 
and  Black  Alder — -nill  take,  if  an5rtliing  will.  Only 
do  not  waste  your  time  and  muscle,  as  you  are 
beginning  to  do,  by  hurling  your  flies  wldly  into  the 
middle  of  the  stream,  on  the  chance  of  a  fish  being 
there.    Fish  are  there,  no  doubt,  but  not  feeding 
ones.    They  are  saihng  about  and  enjoying  the 
warmth  ;  but  nothing  more.    If  you  want  to  find 
the  hungry  fish  and  to  kill  them,  you  must  stand 
well  back  from  the  bank — or  kneel  down,  if  you  are 
really  in  earnest  about  sjjort  ;  and  throw  within  a 
foot  of  the  shore,  above  you  or  below  (but  if  possible 
above),  with  a  line  short  enough  to  manage  easily  ; 
by  which  I  mean  short  enough  to  enable  you  to  lift 
your  flies  out  of  the  water  at  each  throw  without 
hooking  them  in  the  docks  and  comf  rey  which  grow 
along  the  brink.    You  must  learn  to  raise  your  hand 
at  the  end  of  each  throw,  and  hft  the  flies  clean 
over  the  land-weeds  ;  or  you  will  lose  time,  and 
frighten  all  the  fish,  by  crawling  to  the  bank  to 
unhook  them.    Believe  me,  one  of  the  commonest 
mistakes  into  which  young  anglers  fall  is  that  of 
fishing  in  "  skipjack  broad  "  ;  in  plain  Enghsh,  in 
mid-stream,  wlicro  few  fish,  and  those  little  ones, 
are  to  be  cuught.    Those  who  wish  for  large  fish 
work  close  under  the  banks,  and  seldom  take  a 
mid-stream  cast,  unless  they  see  a  fish  rise  there. 
Where  Wise  and  Ancient  Trout  Feed. 
The  reason  of  this  is  simple.    Walking  up  the 
Strand  in  search  of  a  dinner,  a  reasonable  man  will 
keep  to  the  trottoir,  and  look  in  at  the  windows 
close  to  him,  instead  of  parading  up  the  mid-street. 
And  even  so  do  all  wise  and  ancient  trout.  The 
banks  are  their  shops  ;  and  thither  they  go  for  their 
dinners,  driving  their  poor  little  children  tyrannously 
out  into  the  mid-river  to  fare  as  hap  may  hap. 
Over  these  children  the  tyro  wastes  his  time,  flogging 
the  stream  across  and  across  for  weary  hours,  while 
the  big  papas  and  mammas  are  comfortably  under 
the  bank,  close  at  his  feet,  grubbing  about  the  sides 
for  water  crickets,  and  not  refusing  at  times  a  leech 
or  a  young  crayfish,  but  perfectly  ready  to  take  a 
fly  if  you  oSer  one  large  and  tempting  enough. 
They  do  but  act  on  experience.    All  the  largest 
surface-food — beetles,   bees,  and  Palmers — comes 
off  the  shore  ;  and  all  the  Caperers  and  Alders, 
after  emerging  from  their  pupa-cases,  swim  to  the 
shore  in  order  to  change  into  the  perfect  insect  in 
the  open  air.    The  perfect  insects  haunt  sunny 
sedges  and  tree-stems — whence  the  one  is  often 
called  the  sedge,  the  other  the  alder-fly — and  from 
thence  drop  into  the  trouts'  mouths  ;  and  within 
6in.  of  the  bank  will  the  good  angler  work,  all  the 
more  sedulously  and  even  hopefully  if  he  sees  no 
fish  rising.    I  have  known  good  men  say  that  they 
had  rather  not  see  fish  on  the  rise,  if  the  day  be 
good  ;  that  they  can  get  surer  sport,  and  are  less 
troubled  with  small  fish,  by  making  them  rise  ; 
and  certain  it  is,  that  a  day  when  the  fish  are  rising 
all  over  the  stream  is  generally  one  of  disappoint- 
ment. 

Advantages  op  Fishing  near  the  Banks. 
Another  advantage  of  bank  fishing  is  that  the  fish 
sees  the  fly  only  for  a  moment.    He  has  no  long  gaze 

*  Theakston's  book  published  in  1853,  1862,  and 
in  1883,  edited  by  F.  M.  Walbran.— R.  B.  M. 


January  11,  1908 


THE  FISHINO  GAZETTE 


27 


at  it,  as  it  comes  to  him  across  the  water.  It  either 
drops  exactly  over  his  nose,  or  sweeps  down  the 
stream  straight  upon  him.  He  expects  it  to  escape 
on  shore  the  next  moment,  and  chops  at  it  fiercely 
and  hastily,  instead  of  following  and  examining. 
Ad<i  to  this  the  fact  that  when  he  is  under  the  bank 
there  is  far  less  chance  of  his  seeing  you  ;  and  duly 
considering  these  things,  you  will  throw  away  no 
more  time  in  drawing,  at  least  in  chalk-streams, 
flies  over  the  watery  wastes,  to  be  snapped  at  now 
and  then  by  herring-sized  pinkeens.  In  rocky 
streams,  where  the  quantity  of  bank  food  is  far 
smaller,  this  rule  will  perhaps  not  hold  good  ; 
though  who  knows  not  that  his  best  fish  are  gener- 
ally taken  under  some  tree  from  which  the  little 
caterpillars,  having  determined  on  slow  and  de- 
liberate suicide,  are  letting  themselves  down  gently 
by  a  silken  thread  into  the  mouth  of  the  spotted 
monarch,  who  has  but  to  sail  about  and  about,  and 
pick  them  up  one  by  one  as  they  touch  the  stream  ? 
— a  sight  which  makes  one  think — as  does  a  herd 
of  swine  crunching  acorns,  each  one  of  which  might 
have  become  a  "  builder  oak  " — how  Nature  is 
never  more  magnificent  than  in  her  waste. 

KiNGSLEY  Agrees  with  Stewart. 
The  next  mistake,  natural  enough  to  the  laziness 
of  fallen  man,  is  that  of  fishing  down-stream,  and 
not  up.  What  Mr.  Stewart  says  on  this  point  should 
be  read  by  every  tyro.  By  fishing  up-stream,  even 
against  the  wind,  he  will  on  an  average  kill  twice 
as  many  trout  as  when  fishing  doAvn.  If  trout  are 
out  and  feeding  on  the  shallows,  up  or  do\TO  will 
simply  make  the  difference  of  fish  or  no  fish  ;  and 
even  in  deeps,  where  the  difference  in  the  chance 
of  not  being  seen  is  not  so  great,  many  more  fish 
will  be  hooked  by  the  man  who  fishes  up-stream, 
simply  because  when  he  strikes  he  pulls  up  the  hook 
into  the  trout's  mouth  instead  of  out  of  it.  But  he 
who  would  obey  ]Mr.  ,  Stewart  in  fishing  up-stream 
must  obey  him  also  in  discarding  his  light  London 
rod,  which  is  in  three  cases  out  of  four  as  weak  and 
"  floppy  "  in  the  middle  as  a  waggon  whip,  and  get 
to  himself  a  stiff  and  powerful  rod,  strong  enough 
to  spin  a  minnow  ;  whereby  he  will  obtain,  after 
some  weeks  of  aching  muscles,  two  good  things — 
a  forearm  fit  for  a  sculptor's  model,  and  trout 
hooked  and  killed,  instead  of  pricked  and  lost. 

Killed,  as  well  as  hooked  ;  for  how  large  trout 
are  to  be  killed  in  a  weedy  chalk-stream  without  a 
stiff  rod  which  will  take  them  down,  is  a  question 
yet  unsolved.  Even  the  merest  Cockney  will  know, 
if  he  thinks,  that  weeds  float  with  their  points 
down-stream  ;  and  that  therefore  if  a  fish  is  to  be 
brought  through  them  without  entangling,  he  must 
be  "  combed  "  through  them  in  the  same  direction. 
But  how  is  this  to  be  done  if  a  fish  be  hooked  below 
you  on  a  weak  rod  ?  With  a  strong  rod  indeed  you 
can,  at  the  chance  of  tearing  out  the  hook,  keep 
him  by  main  force  on  the  top  of  the  water,  till  you 
have  run  past  him  and  below  him,  shortening  your 
line  anyhow  in  loops — there  is  no  time  to  wind  it 
up  with  the  reel — and  then  do  what  you  might  have 
done  comfortably  at  first  had  you  been  fishing  up — 
namely,  bring  him  down-stream,  and  let  the  water 
run  through  his  gills,  and  drown  him.  But  with  a 
weak  rod — Alas  for  the  tyro  !  He  catches  one 
glimpse  of  a  silver  side  plunging  into  the  depths  ; 
he  finds  his  rod  double  in  his  hand  ;  he  finds  fish 
and  flies  stop  suddenly  somewhere  ;  he  rushes 
down  to  the  spot,  sees  weeds  waving  around  his 
line,  and  guesses  from  what  he  feels  and  sees  that 
the  fish  is  grubbing  up-stream  through  them,  5ft. 
under  water.  He  tugs  downwards  and  backwards, 
but  too  late  ;  the  drop  fly  is  fast  wrapt  in 
Ceratophyllum  and  Glyceria,  Calhtriche  and 
Potamogeton,  and  half-a-dozen  more  horrid  things 
with  long  names  and  longer  stems  ;  and  what 
remains  but  the  fate  of  Campbell's  Lord  Ulhn  ? — 

"  The  waters  wild  went  o'er  his  child, 
And  he  was  left  lamenting."  ^ 

(To  he  continued.) 


m  DEFENCE  OP  IZAAK  WALTON.* 


By  R.  B.  Marston. 


COMMENTDSTG  On  the  fact  that  red  is  a  colour  used 
more  frequently  than  any  other  by  the  makers  of 
artificial  pike-baits,  a  writer  in  the  Oesterreichische 
Fischerei-Zeitung  suggests  that  red  may  have 
the  same  effect  on  the  pike  as  it  has  on  the 
nerves  and  the  turkey  cock.  He  may  take  it  as  an 
invitation  to  tread  on  the  tail  of  the  angler's  coat. 
An  editorial  note  suggests  that  the  pike  may  prefer 
red  because  he  mistakes  it  for  the  blood  of  a 
wounded  fish.  But  do  wounded  fish  bleed  much  in 
water,  and  would  bloodstains  appear  on  their 
bodies  if  they  did  ? 


In  his  "  Kings  of  the  Rod,  Rifle,  and  Oun,"  two 
handsome  and  most  attractive  volumes,  "  Thor 
rnanby  "  has  produced  a  work  really  wortliy  of  the 
praise  which  is  so  often  unworthily  bestowed  on  a 
book  on  sport — namely,  that  it  "  deserves  a  place 
in  every  sportsman's  library."    A  critic   in  the 
Athenceum  suggests  that  from  remarks  hero  and 
there  throughout  tlie  volumes  the  impression  is 
conveyed  that  the  author  is  "  more  conversant 
with  tlie  mysteries  of  book-making  than  with  those 
of  sport  "  ;   but  it  would  have  been  impossible  for 
one  who  was  not  a  practical  sportsman — and 
most  experienced  one  at  that — to  write  with  the 
spirit  and  knowledge  and  genuine  love  of  sport 
whicli    is    displayed  by  "  Thormanby."     One  of 
the  charms  of  sport  with  rod  and  gun  is  its  infinite 
variety  and  the  wide  range  in  views  which  it  allows 
equally  good  sportsmen  to  hold  on  the  same  subject 
In  support  of  his  insinuation  the  critic  in  question 
says  that  "  '  Thormanby  '  makes  merry  over  John 
Younger's  opinion  that  a  salmon  fly  represents  a 
shrimp,  and  seems  to  think  tliat  the  modern  prac 
tical  angler  believes  that  trout  flies  alight  on  the 
top  of  the  water,  rather  than  rise  from  the  bottom. 
But  the  question  as  to  what  salmon  think  salmon 
fliss  represent  is  not  settled  and  never  will  be,  and 
what  "  Thormanby  "  is  merry  over  is  honest  John's 
idea  that  "  shrimps  are  as  varied  in  their  colours 
as  a  flock  of  fancy  pigeons,"  and  he  asks,  "  had  ever 
J ohn  seen  a  shrimp  in  its  native  state  ?    I  trow  not. 
He  was  thinking,  no  doubt,  of  boiled  shrimps  as 
Victor  Hugo  was  of  boiled  lobsters,  when  he  de- 
scribed that  crustacean  as  '  the  cardinal  of  the  sea.'  " 
The  paragraph  about  the  trout  flies  is  too  long  to 
quote,  but  tliere  is  not  a  word  in  it  to  show  that 
"  Thormanby  "  thinks  differently  from  the  modern 
practical  angler  ;    in  fact,  if  he  had  not  corrected 
Younger's  dogmatic  half-truths  he  would  have  laid 
himself  open  to  the  imputation  of  being  as  ignorant 
of  the  higher  branches  of  fly-fishing,  especially  dry- 
fly  fishing,  and  trout-fly  entomology,  as  Yoimger 
was  himself. 

Wliat  an  angler  may  fall  out  with  "  Thormanby  " 
about  is  that  while  he  puts  the  "  rod  "  first  in  his 
title,  he  gives  the  gun  and  the  rifle  nearly  three  times 
as  much  space  in  his  book.  What  the  angler  who 
loves  the  "  Compleat  Angler  "  and  its  author  must 
fall  out  with  him  about  is  the,  in  some  respects, 
unfair  and  imtrue  picture  which  he  gives  of  Walton 
and  his  work.  I  say  in  some  respects,  for  nothing 
could  be  handsomer  than  many  of  the  compliments 
he  pays  Izaak  ;  but  to  shake  a  man  by  the  one  hand 
and  then  knock  him  down  with  the  other  is  not 
grateful  or  comforting,  and  I  heartily  wish  Walton 
were  with  us  to  reply  for  himself  ;  I  question  if 
"  Thormanby  "  would  find  him  quite  so  "  meek  " 
or  wanting  in  "  devil  "  as  he  imagines. 

To  begin  with  the  compliments.  In  noticing 
Sir  Humphry  Davy's  work  "  Thormanby  "  says  : — 
"  But  as  a  piece  of  literature,  eloquent  and  poetical 
as  '  Salmonia  '  often  is,  it  cannot  bear  comparison 
with  '  The  Compleat  Angler.'  The  subtle  charm, 
the  sweet  simplicity,  the  living,  breathing  freshness, 
the  racy  redolence  of  Nature,  which  have  made  the 
London  linen-draper's  homely  volume  a  joy  for  ever 
to  all  who  love  true  literatu.re — all  these  are  lacking 
in  Sir  Humphry  Davy's  pages."  This  is  all  very 
nice  and  true,  but  why  add  that  "  as  a  treatise  on 
angling  '  Salmonia  '  is  so  immeasurably  superior  to 
old  Izaak's  immortal  classic  that  to  compare  the 
two  is  ridiculous  "  ?  Why  not  say  at  once  that  one 
was  written  nearly  two  hundred  years  before  the 
other  ?  According  to  "  Thormanby,"  "  The 
Compleat  Angler  "a  is  a  perfect  "  Cyclopiedia  of 
errors,"  and  he  gives  some  specimens,  and  then 
adds  : — "  All  these  things  and  a  thoiisand  others 
equally  ludicrous  to  the  well-informed  person  of 
the  nineteenth  century  Master  Izaak  Walton  believed 
in."  The  italics  in  the  passage  just  qvioted  are  mine. 
Let  us  see  how  far  the  charge  of  credulity  against 
Walton,  and  of  making  thousands  of  errors,  can  be 
substantiated  by  the  specimens. 

"  Thormanby  "  alleges  that  Walton  believed 
'■  that  pike  are  generated  from  the  pickerel  weed." 
Walton  mentions  the  old  idea  that  some  pikes  are 
bred  of  pickerel  weed  and  other  glutinous  matter, 
or  are  brought  into  some  ponds  from  such  other 
ways  as  is  past  man's  finding  out,  of  which  we  have 
daily  testimonies. ' '  But  it  is  hardly  fair  not  to  add 
that  Walton's  account  is  qualified  by  saying  "  unless 
Gesner  be  much  mistaken,"  especially  as  he  gives  a 
perfectly  true  accoimt  a  little  further  on  of  exactly 
how  pike  are  bred — evidently  from  his  own  obser. 


*  From  a  notice  in  Literature  of  "  Kings  of  the 
Rod,  Rifle,  and  Gim,"  by  "  Thormanby,"  witli 
thirty -two  portraits  and  illustrations.  Two  vols., 
royal  8vo.  London  :  Hutchinson  &  Co. 


vation.  "  Thormanby  "  says  Walton  believed 
"  that  frogs  settle  on  the  heads  of  carp  and  ride  the 
fish  to  death."  Walton  gives  this  story  as  told  him 
by  a  gentleman  who  had  it  happen  to  carp  in  his  own 
pond,  and  Walton  says  he  beliovod  him,  and  so  do  I, 
for  it  is  a  known  fact  and  was  fully  described  in  the 
Deutsche.  Fischerci  Zeitung  some  years  ago  ;  it  is  also 
referred  to  in  the  Standard  of  May  14,  1870.  That 
eels  are  bred  "  either  of  dew  or  out  of  the  corruption 
of  the  earth  "  is  not  asserted  by  Walton  ;  he  merely 
mentions  that  "  some  say  "  it  is  so,  he  giving  a 
much  moi'e  rational  account  of  the  matter.  And  of 
the  other  wonderful  things  that  "  Thormanby  " 
says  Walton  "  believed,"  all  he  does  is  to  quote 
them  as  being  asserted  by  writers  who  wore  then 
considered  learned  authorities.  He  does  not  say 
that  "  the  marrow  of  the  tliigh-bone  of  a  heron  is  a 
great  temptation  to  any  fish  "  on  his  own  authority, 
but  that  "  an  old  angler  "  told  him  it  was — a  very 
diilerent  matter.  I  have  never  tried  it,  but  see  no 
reason  to  doubt  it  ;  fish,  like  other  animals,  are 
strongly  affected  by  some  scents.  "  Thormanby  " 
wishes  Walton  had  exercised  his  own  powers  of  obser- 
vation a  little  more  and  trusted  loss  to  learned 
writers,  and  thinks  that  in  this  respect  he  was  in- 
finitely inferior  to  Gilbert  White  ;  and  yet  White, 
writing  a  hundred  years  after  Walton,  says,  "  It  is 
strange  that  the  matter  with  regard  to  the  venom 
of  toads  has  not  yet  been  settled  "  ;  gives  a  very 
erroneous  account  of  the  May  Fly,  for  which  he  is 
complimented  on  his  observation  by  Pennant ;  and 
leaves  us  somewhat  in  doubt  as  to  whether  he 
believed  the  story  of  the  swallows  hibernating 
"  rmder  water."  This  is  what  he  says,  and  if 
Walton  had  said  it  we  should  have  been  told  he 
believed  it.  White,  after  describing  how  swallows 
roost  in  the  osier  beds  at  Sunbury,  etc.,  goes  on  : — 

"  Now  this  resorting  towards  that  element,  at 
that  season  of  the  year,  seems  to  give  some  counte- 
nance to  the  Northern  opinion  (strange  as  it  is)  of 
their  retiring  under  water.  A  Swedish  naturalist 
is  so  much  persuaded  of  that  fact  that  he  talks  in  his 
calendar  of  '  Flora  '  as  familiarly  of  the  swallow's 
going  under  water  in  the  beginning  of  September 
as  he  would  of  his  poultry  going  to  roost  a  little 
before  simset." 

And  on  the  next  page  he  tells  Permant  : — 
"  I  acquiesce  entirely  in  your  opinion — ^that, 
though  most  of  the  swallow  kind  may  migrate,  yet 
that  some  do  stay  behind  and  hide  with  us  during 
the  winter." 

I  wonder  what  Mr.  R.  Bowdler  Sharpe  will  have 
to  say  to  this  and  other  of  White's  observations  in 
the  new  edition  he  is  editing  of  "  The  Natural  His- 
tory of  Selborne."  As  the  Athenaeum  critic  says, 
when  referring  to  "  Thormanby 's  "  severity  on 
Walton's  "  credulity,"  "  It  maybe  that  some  present 
beliefs,  if  examined,  would  stand  the  test  no  better 
than  old  Izaak's." 

I  took  my  first  theoretical  lessons  in  angling 
from  Walton,  and  the  longer  I  live  the  more 
admiration  I  have  for  him,  not  only  as  a  writer, 
but  as  an  exponent  of  the  delightful  art  of 
angling.  To  say,  as  "  Thormanby "  does,  that 
Walton  knew  nothing  about  the  habits  of  trout  and 
salmon,  and  how  to  fish  for  them,  is  to  ignore  all 
that  he  wrote  on  the  sub'ect.  His  account  of  the 
life-history  of  the  salmon  and  trout  is,  for  the 
period,  wonderfiilly  accurate — especially  of  the 
trout— and  as  to  his  not  being  a  trout  angler,  we 
have  Charles  Cotton's  testimony  that  Walton  was 
'  undoubtedly  the  best  angler  with  a  minnow  for 
trout  in  England,"  and  that  he  used  both  the  natural 
and  artificial.  Cotton's  repeated  and  hearty  testi- 
mony to  Walton's  skill  as  an  angler  demolishes  the 
sneers  of  Franck  or  any  subsequent  writer — "  He 
understands  as  much  of  fish  and  fishing  as  any  man 
living  "  ;  in  another  place  he  refers  to  him  as  the 
"  great  master  in  the  art  of  angling,  for  so  in  truth 
he  is." 

To  say,  as  "  Thormanby  "  does,  that  Walton  was 
"  not  a  fighting  man  "  may  be  true,  but  it  does  not 
warrant  the  inference  that  "  he  was  the  very  embodi- 
ment of  the  prudent  and  pacific  bourgeois  to  whom 
the  thought  of  risking  his  skin  is  abhorrent." 
Walton  was  fifty  years  old  when  the  Civil  War  broke 
out,  and  yet  nearly  ten  years  later  we  find  him  not 
only  risking  his  skin  but  his  life.  After  the  battle 
of  Worcester  (Sept.  3,  1651)  Walton  performed  a 
service  for  his  Iving  of  the  peril  of  which  there  can 
be  no  doubt.  Cromwell  and  his  Parliament  had 
declared  "  that  whoever  shall  assist  the  King  with 
Horse,  Arms,  Plate,  or  money  against  them,  are 
Traytors  " — and  they  had  a  short  "  sharp  way  of 
deaiing  with  Trajrtors."  And  j-et  we  find  that  one 
Royalist  prisoner  at  Stafford,  Robert  Milward, 
selects  "  the  trusty  hands  "  of  Mr.  Izaak  Walton 
to  convey  the  King's  "  lesser  George  "  jewel  to 
another  Royalist  prisoner — -Colonel  Blague,  in  the 
Tower  of  London,  who,  escaping  soon  after,  had  the 
gratification  of  restoring  the  George  to  the  King. 
We  know  from  liis  writings  that  Walton  was  a 
stanch  Royalist,  but  this  incident  proves  that  he 
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was  recognised  and  trusted  as  such  by  his  party  at 
a  time  when  their  prospects  were  darkest. 
t  Of  the  ot}ier  Kings  of  the  Rod  sfndGun  "  I  may, 
with  tlie  Editor's  permission,  have  something  to  say 
hiter  on.  "  Thormanby's  "  accoimt  of  them  is  by  a 
long  w-ay  the  most  fascinating  and  interesting  book 
on  sport  and  spoitsmen  tliat  has  been  published  for 
many  years. 


P.S. — Since  witing  the  above  I  have  heard  from 
Mr.  R.  Bowdler  Sharpe  that  while  \Miite  certainly 
never  believed  swallows  passed  the  winter  imder 
water,  "  the  theory  of  hibernation  of  swallows  was 
the  ordinary  one  of  his  day.  White  gave  his  evidence 
pro  and  con  with  his  usual  judgment,  but  never  com- 
mitted himself." 

This  is  exactly  the  position  from  which  Walton 
should  be  judged.  I  have  the  greatest  admiration 
for  Gilbert  White,  and  agree  with  Mr.  Sharpe  that 
he  is  "  the  best  ideal  of  an  exact  field  naturalist, 
and  the  father  of  all  the  British  school  "  :  but  even 
Homer  nods.  R.  B.  M. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  t 

To  guarantee  insertion,  cojiy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  jjost. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  tliui  the  time  oi  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

1 30  min.  for  Chelsea.  (55  mln.  for  Kew. 


Add 


t40 


45  „ 
(50  „ 
Example. 


Butney. 

Hammersmith. 

Barnes. 


Add 


,    ,,  Richmond. 

«80    ,,     „  Twickenham. 
85    „    „  Teddington. 
-If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge, 
it  will  he  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  st  rong  wind  upsti'eam  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

TIME  OF  HioH  Water  at  London  Beidgb. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,      Jan.  11    7.35    8.  3 

Sunday,  „   12    8.34    9.  7 

Monday,  ,,  13    9.42    10.17 

Tuesday,  „   14    10.53    11.27 

Wednesday,      ,,  15    11.59    — 

Thursday,        ,,  16    0.27    0.53 

Friday,  ,,   17   ;   1.16    1.39 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — General  Remarks.- — The  river  has 
been  somewhat  out  of  condition  during  the  week 
owing  to  the  thawed  ice.  On  Jan.  6,  instead  of 
skating,  as  I  anticipated  would  be  the  programme, 
I  was  able  to  get  on  the  river  for  two  or  three  hours 
and  give  the  roach  a  trial  at  Ditton.    Shortly  a  ter 

I  had  fixed  the  punt  and  placed  the  ground  bait 
in  the  right  place,  large  floes  of  ice  floated  down 
stream  for  some  time.  The  lock-gates  at  Molesey 
have  let  pass  the  ice  which  had  lodged  above  the 
lock  and  weir.  I  had  to  seek  a  quiet  corner 
where  the  floes  were  not  so  numerous,  but  all 
the  time  large  lumps  of  broken  ice  would 
crash  against  the  side  of  the  punt,  and  now  and 
again  a  piece  would  go  imder  the  punt  and  come  up 
in  the  sv\im  like  a  ti.ick  piece  of  glass.  Roaching 
tmder  these  circumstances  could  not  well  be  oi 
much  account,  and  seven  fish  was  the  total.  With 
the  ice  thawing  as  it  floated  along,  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  water  got  lower,  and  although  the 
colour  was  rather  bright  it  soon  got  the  appear- 
ance of  "snow  broth."  Since  then  the  whitish 
look  on  the  water  has  given  place  to  a  dirty 
yellow,  and  the  river  has  risen  considerably. 
Personally  I  do  not  see  much  chance  of  obta  ning 
much  sport  during  the  week-end,  but  if  fine 
weather  prevails  from  to-day  (Thursday),  here  may 
be  just  a  chance.  I  notice  that  it  is  shortly  in- 
tended to  net  the  Serpentine  and  turn  the  fish  into 
the  Thames.  There  must  be  a  good  number  of 
fish  in  the  water,  but  when  it  was  last  netted  some 
years  ago,  the  largest  roach  that  was  taken 
only  scaled,  if  I  remember  rightly,  IJlb. — F.  H. 
Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley).— Anglers  were  nearly  frozen 
out  during  last  week  end,  most  of  the  best  places 
for  fishing  being  covered  with  ice.  The  water  was, 
however,  a  lovely  colour  then.  With  the  thaw  we 
have  had  a  heavy  downpour  of  rain,  which  will  put 
a  lot  of  colour  in  the  water  again,  which  no  doubt 
will  have  a  flavour  of  snow  broth  in  it,  so  that  at 
the  time  of  writing  (Jan.  8)  things  do  not  look  very 
promising.  Mr.  E.  J.  Maccjueen  has  taken  several 
chub  up  to  41b.  8oz.,  and  Mr.  A.  Pryke  a  pike  of 

I I  lb.  2^oz.  Both  the  above  anglers  are  members 
of  the  H.  A.  S.  Some  perch  and  small  jack  and 
roach  during  a  mild  day  have  been  caught. — 
Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Wrayshury). — The  flioods,  followed  by 
the  cold  snap,  has  stopped  fishing  for  the  past  few 
weeks,  and  now  the  weather  is  milder  shall  hope  to 
get  to  work-  again  and  have  something  worth  re- 
portinj?  next  week,  as  the  river  is  in  condition  for 


all  kinds  of  sport.  We  had  a  lot  of  rain  here  last 
night  (Jan.  7),  which  should  put  some  colour  in  the 
water  and  improve  the  chance  of  the  roach  fisher. — 
P.  Brown. 

Bottisham  Iiocks  (Waterbeach). — The  weather 
since  last  report  has  been  exceedingly  cold  and 
frosty,  when  anglers  would  not  turn  out  only  one 
day  after  the  pike,  but  poor  sport  was  the  result  ; 
only  three  and  fotir  w'ere  had.  Since  Jan.  5  we  have 
had  a  gradual  thaw,  with  mild,  showery  days.  To- 
day (Wednesday.  Jan.  8)  the  Cam  is  at  its  normal 
level,  but  dirtj' at  present.  By  Jan.  11  it  is  to  be 
hoped  angling  will  be  in  full  swing  again.  The 
banks  are  clean. — John  O.  George,  Beche-road, 
Cambridge. 

Bure    (Norfolk,    Wroxham   District).  —  On 

Christmas  day  perch  were  feeding  well  to  worm  on 
paternoster,  but  subsequently  it  became  useless  to 
wet  a  line,  and  later  impossible  by  reason  of  the 
severe  frost,  which  bound  all  our  local  waters  in 
over  three  inches  of  ice.  Skating  and  cycling  has 
been  the  order  of  the  day,  but  on  Jan.  6  a  strong 
thaw — with  powerful,  warm  S.W.  wind — has  set  in, 
which  anglers,  though  not  skaters,  will  welcome. 
Still,  it  may  take  a  long  time  to  get  rid  of  the 
enormous  amount  of  ice.  and  even  when  gone  the 
waters  will  be  in  very  poor  condition.  If  we  get 
a  return  to  cold,  stmless  weather,  the  Broads  may 
remain  ice-locked  for  weeks ;  I  have  seen  Wroxham 
Broad  icebound  on  March  5.  The  shooting  season 
being  nearly  finished — in  fact,  though  not  legally — 
some  of  our  best  private  Broads  will  be  accessible 
soon  to  some  of  our  more  fortunate  local  anglers. 
Rivers,  however,  if  mild,  stormy  weather  continues, 
will  soon  be  open  again.  Angling  prospects  at 
present  are  practically  nil. — C.  H.  Taylor. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — It  is  hoped  that 
before  the  fishing  season  starts  on  the  Dart  that 
some  arrangements  may  be  made  between  the 
Dart  Board  of  Conservators  and  the  Devonport 
Water  Company  with  regard  to  the  provision  of 
gratings  in  connection  with  their  leat.  Negotiations 
on  this  matter  have  been  in  progress  for  a 
a  good  many  years,  and  it  is  tjuite  time  something 
should  be  definitely  settled  so  that  the  Dart  fisher- 
men should  have  the  benefit  of  the  fish  to  which 
they  are  justly  entitled,  instead  of  their  going  down 
the  leat  to  Devonport. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  Sanitary  Committee 
of  the  Exeter  City  Council  have  decided,  with  regard 
to  the  alleged  pollution  of  the  Exe,  that  the  Town 
Clerk  enquire  of  the  Exmouth  Council  whether 
steps  are  being  taken  to  comply  with  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  Fishmongers'  Company  in 
regard  to  the  Council's  pumping  station. 
It  was  also  resolved  that  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  ascertain  and  report  to  the  committee  at 
the  next  meeting  whether  the  requirements  of  the 
Fishmongers'  Company  in  regard  to  the  relaying  of 
the  mussels  before  marketing  are  being  observed. 
Some  very  good  catches  of  haddock  have  been  had 
on  the  North  Devon  coast  by  Bide''ord  trawlers. 
The  Upper  Teign  Fishing  Association  held  its 
annual  meeting  at  Drewsteighton  on  Jan.  7,  Rev. 
A.  Caldecott  presiding.  The  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  Smith, 
M.P. ,  was  re-elected  president  in  the  place  of  W.  F.  B. 
Fulford,  whose  death  the  Association  deeply  re- 
gretted ;  Mr.  W.  Ponsford  was  elected  vice-president. 
Accounts  were  passed,  showing  a  balance  in  favour 
of  the  Association  of  £87  18«.  6d.  It  was  resolved 
to  re-stock  the  river  with  two-year-old  trout,  and  to 
cut  wood  from  the  banks  at  certain  places  below 
Weir  Mill.  The  water-bailiff  (Mr.  S.  Tarr)  was 
re-elected,  and  the  hon.  sec.  (Mr.  C.  G.  Hayter)  was 
reappointed,  and  cordially  thanked  for  his  past 
services. — Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  frost  has  put 
a  stop  to  all  rod  fishing.  At  the  monthly  meeting 
of  the  Exmouth  Urban  District  Council  held  last 
week,  Mr.  Topman  stated  he  had  seen  a  report  of 
the  Exeter  City  Council,  in  which  it  was  stated  that 
the  Fishmongers'  Company  had  addressed  a  letter 
to  the  Exmouth  Council  with  regard  to  mussels  in 
the  Exe.  The  chairman  said  there  was  no  letter 
from  the  Exeter  City  Council,  but  there  was  one 
from  the  Fishmongers'  Company,  and  he  thought 
it  had  been  before  the  sanitary  committee.  The 
surveyor  (Mr.  S.  Hatton)  said  it  was  at  present 
under  consideration.  Mr.  Ponsford  said  there  was 
no  reason  why  it  should  not  go  before  the  council. 
Mr.  Topman  said  he  considered  every  letter  should 
be  brought  before  the  council.  The  letter  was  then 
read.  Mr.  Bray  did  not  see  why,  after  they  had 
spent  a  large  sum  of  money  in  providing  a  thoroughly 


The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's  Cabinet  op  Devices,  or  How  to 
Tib  Trout  and  Grayling  Flies.— Can  he  had  post  free  for  2/3 
in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London.  Second  Edition.  By  H.  G. 
McClelland.  Fiilly  Illustrated.  "The  best  book  ever  written 
on  the  subject." — Fishing  Gazette. 


up-to-date  sewage  system,  they  should  have  this 
matter  thrown  back  on  their  shoulders.  The 
matter  was  referred  to  the  sanitaiy  committee. 
The  rapid  thaw  and  change  early  on  Monday  morn- 
ing last  hfis  enabled  the  herring  fishermen  to  start, 
and  some  thousands  have  been  brought  into 
Exmouth. — Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  valleys  of  the  Lea 
and  Stort  have  been  visited  l)y  frost  and  snow 
and  bitterly  cold  winds,  and  again  there  is  a  deartli 
of  angling  news.  Skaters  have  been  busy  on  the 
Stort,  and  the  Lea  has  been  i.ebound  in  many 
places,  but  principally  in  the  navigation  (aittings. 
Between  St.  Margaret's  Lock  and  Ware  the  rive^ 
has  been  one  complete  slieet  of  ice,  but  the  ice-boat  . 
and  thaw  ha\-9  now  resulted  in  its  disappearance. 
Those  parts  of  the  Lea  with  a  good  stream  resisted 
Jack  Frost's  attacks,  but  few  anglers  have  been 
seen  on  the  "open"  waters,  and  1  have  no  sport 
to  record.  This  (Wednesday)  morning  snow  has 
fallen,  so  I  dare  not  attempt  a  prophecy  as  to  future 
prospects. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  streams 
are  running  in  fair  order  for  fishing,  being  clear  and 
a  nice  level.  !Now  there  has  been  a  break  in  the 
weather  there  is  a  prospect  of  some  sport  being  had 
amongst  the  grayling  next  week  with  fly.  The 
Pinsley  is  in  order. — Gwynne. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — After  the  short,  sharp 
spell  of  frost  the  weather  lias  been  decidedly  oppo- 
site— quite  mild — and  if  we  do  not  get  too  much 
rain  to  cause  the  river  to  overflow  its  banks  again, 
it  ought  before  long  to  become  in  condition.  Since 
my  last  report  Mr.  A.  Taylor  captured,  near  the 
Carp  Hole,  a  fine  pike,  weighing  91b.,  and  Mr.  C. 
Lindrey  one  of  31b.  Roach  fishing  has  been,  very 
fair,  two  of  our  anglers  taking  fifty  or  sixty  between 
them ;  they  did  not  run  exceptionallv  heavy. — 
E.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry). — The  ice  has  all  gone 
off  the  river  here,  and  there  is  every  possibility  of 
some  good  sport  by  the  week-end,  providing,  of 
course,  that  another  quick  change  of  weather  does 
not  occur.  There  is  just  an  ordinary  head  of  water 
to-day  (Wednesday). — A.  Scabd. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).— The  waters,  which 
the  latter  part  of  last  week  were  frozen  over, 
are  now  again  open,  and  with  the  river  in  good 
colour  some  good  sport  among  the  roach  and 
pike  should  be  had  until  the  close  of  the 
season.  Skating  on  the  deeps  was  in  full  swing  on 
Jan.  5,  but  the  next  day  a  rapid  thaw  set  in,  and 
the  river  is  now  entirely  free  frqm  ice.  This  is  a 
condition  of  weather  that  is  best  for  the  Stour,  and 
some  good  fish  are  sure  to  be  taken. — W.  T.  Bain- 
bridge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — During 
the  past  week  we  ha\  e  experienced  keen  frosts,  and 
skates  have  been  much  in  evidence  on  the  ponds, 
lakes,  and  shallows.  Chichester  Canal  was  frozen 
sufficiently  in  the  Donnington  reach  to  bear 
hundreds  of  gliding  devotees,  but  with  the  week- 
end came  a  change — a  southerly  wind,  rain,  and  a, 
rapid  thaw.  With  the  present  meteorological  con- 
ditions rivers  should  be  in  condition  by  the  time 
this  reaches  our  readers,  and  roach  should  feed  well. 
— George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  weather  of  late  has  been 
most  severe.  The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now  in 
good  order  for  fishing.  Angling  has  been  very  quiet 
of  late,  it  being  too  cold  for  anglers  to  go  out,  and 
there  will  be  nothing  done  until  the  weatther  clears. 
— S.  Ludlow. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — Since  I  sent  the  last  report,  up  to 
Jan.  4,  a  few  grayling  fishers  were  out  at  the  latter 
end  of  last  week,  the  fro-^t  maMng  the  fish  feed 
fairly  well,  and  in  some  instances  very  fair  baskets 
were  taken  by  SAimming  the  cockspnr  worm. 
Messrs.  Bazley  and  Hayes  have  f-hovm  some  nice 
dishes.  After  Saturday  "the  keen  frost  was,  a'.ter  all, 
only  of  a  very  transient  nature,  for  on  J  an.  5  a 
thaw  set  in,  accompanied  by  a  gale  and  rain,  and 
by  noon  of  Jan.  6  all  our  streams  were  running 
bankful.  Since  then  rain  has  fallen  more  or  less 
every  day  in  the  valleys,  and  snow  has  fallen 
on  the  moors  and  hills,  consequently  floods  will  no 
doubt  follow.  The  members  of  the  Robin  Hood 
Angling  Club,  Leeds,  met  together  the  other  evening 
and  aiter  the  usual  preliminaries  the  prizes  for 
specimen  Psh  were  distributed  to  the  i'oUowing : — 
Messrs.  J.  Pattison  and  W.  Davies  tied  for  grayling, 
lib.  lOoz. ;  Mr.  G.  Livesey,  perch,  21b.  2ioz. ; 
flounder,  H.  Collier,  8oz.  ;  Mr.  F.  Brook,  white 
bream,  21b.  9oz.  ;  Mr.  C.  Cook,  carp  bream.  31b. 
12ioz.  ;  Mr.  T.  Speight  took  the  prize  for  pike, 
161b.  Q^oz.,  and  rudd,  1  b.  lor.  ;  Mr.  W.  Pattison, 
dace,  9ioz.,  also  for  trout,  lib.  OJoz.  ;  Mr. 
J.  Hepworth,  barbel,  51b.  7oz.  ;  Mr.  RockliHie, 
carp,  21b.  l^oz.  ;  Mr.  J.  H.  R.  Bazley  taking 
four  prizes  for  the  following :  — Roach,  1  lb. 
lljoz.,  eel,  lib.  15oz.,  tench,  31b.  3oz.,  chub, 
51b.  4oz.,  all  the  above  being  from  open  waters. 
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Prizes  for  specimen  fish  from  Leeds  Amalgamation 
waters  were  for  roach,  1  lb.  3|oz.,  Mr.  H.  Carr  ; 
trout  lib.  ()|oz.,  Mr.  T.  Hayes;  and  Mr.  F.  Kelley, 
lor  chub,  '21b.  12ioz.  After  the  distribution  the  rest 
of  the  evening  was  spent  in  harmony,  Messrs.  S. 
Siri^th,  Morton  Kelley,  .).  W.  Turner  and  F.  Rumble 
(contributing  songs  which  were  well  rendered.  During 
the  evening  the  chairman,  Mr.  S.  Bjrom,  presented 
the  secretary,  Mr.  T.  Turner,  with  a  purse  of  gold, 
subscribed  by  the  members,  as  a  shght  re- 
cognition of  the  work  he  has  done  on  behalf 
of  the  club.  In  future,  instead  of  giving  prizes 
lor  best  specimens,  the  committee  have  de- 
cided to  present  silver  cups,  valued  £5  each,  to 
members  for  best  specimen  of  one  particular  variety 
of  fish ;  to  be  won  outright  two  years  in  sacces- 
-ion  or  three  yea^s  in  all.  Prospects  for  angling 
are  at  a  standstill,  nothing  doing,  and  all  the  main 
rivers  are  full  of  thick  water.  They  must  fine  con- 
siderably before  angling  can  be  resumed  with  any 
prospect  of  success. — John  E.  Millek. 

SCOTTISH  .REPORTS. 

Lyon  (Fortingall  Hotel). — The  prospects  for 
the  opening  of  this  river  have  not  been  l  etter  for 
many  years.  Owing  to  heavy  spates  in  November 
and  I  ecember,  the  salmon  had  an  excellent 
chance  of  running.  A  week  of  severe  frost 
towards  the  end  of  December  made  the  river  very 
low,  which  gave  a  favourable  opportunity  of  seeing 
a  few  of  the  pools  very  clearly,  when  eight  clean 
fish  were  seen  in  the  Falls  Pool  and  four  in  the 
Little  Ladder  Pool.  A  heavy  thaw  set  in  on 
Mondajr,  which  brought  the  river  down  in  heavy 
spate,  and  meantime  prospects  are  looking  very 
bright.  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  Mr.  W.  K.  Geen  (Rich- 
mond), Colonel  Bulpett  (London),  Mr.  Joseph  Rigby 
(Leicester),  and  Mr.  Berry  (Edinburgh)  fish  on  the 
opening  day. — R.  Stewart. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — The  river  is  full  of 
melting  snow,  and  very  little  can  be  known  as  to 
the  presence  of  early  fish  till  it  clears  and  settles 
down  a  bit.  Inspector  Duncan  is  of  opinion  that 
fish  have  been  running  since  Christmas,  and  con- 
siders the  prospects  good  from  what  is  known  of  the 
numbers  of  fish  on  the  coast.  The  Ton  is  in  a  fear- 
ful state  with  dead  and  dying  fungoid  fish,  and  the 
bailiffs  are  busily  engaged  hauling  them  out  where 
they  can  get  at  them,  and  burying  them.  Disease 
was  very  rife  in  the  autumn,  and  was  noted  at  the 
time  ;  but  then  the  fish  were  ascending,  now  they 
are  migrating  seawards,  and  showing  up  in  alarming 
numbers  on  the  nether  reaches  and  in  the  tidal. 
The  Don  is  always  more  or  less  affected,  but 
such  an  outbreak  of  Saproler/nia  ferax  has  not 
been  known  within  the  past  twenty  years. 
The  first  of  the  Highland  rivers  opens  on  Monday 
and  Tuesday,  and  the  Tay  and  Loch  Tay  on  Wed- 
nesday, Jan.  15,  and  should  the  open  weather 
continue  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  a  cast  being 
had  on  the  opening  day.  Considerable  activity  is 
now  being  manifested  in  the  letting  of  salmon  waters 
on  the  Dee,  Don,  etc.,  or  wherever  there  is  a 
bit  of  early  spring  angling.  No  final  arrangements 
have  yet  been  come  to  with  Sir  D.  Stewart  and  the 
riparian  proprietors  on  the  Dee  as  to  the  Banchory- 
Devenick  fishings — Sir  David  holding  out  for  a 
higher  figure  than  the  committee  are  willing  to  give. 
I  am  assured,  however,  on  the  best  authority,  that 
a  way  will  be  found  out  of  the  difficulty  before  the 
opening  day  comes  round. — G.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
Since  the  year  came  in  the  ri\ers  in  the  Border 
district  have  been  running  at  their  usual  winter 
level.  Ihe  Tweed  and  Teviot  have  occasionally 
been  in  flood,  but  not  to  any  great  extent.  The 
beds  of  these  streams  are  now  very  clean,  and  with 
the  above  freshets  all  the  diseased  salmon  have  now- 
been  cleared  out,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a 
quantity  of  Iresh-rmi  f  sh  ha^•e  got  into  the  various 
reaches  of  the  rivers,  so  the  anglers  may  have  a  fairly 
good  start  when  the  season  opens  next  month.  I 
may  state  that  the  Saprolegnia  ferax  has  not  been  so 
bad  in  the  Kelso  district  of  the  Tweed  for  some 
years,  and  other  districts  must  have  been  the  same. 
Later. — Wednesday,  1  p.m. — Since  posting  my 
notes  this  morning,  both  Tweed  and  Teviot  have 
suddetily  come  down  in  flood,  and  the  gauge  at  the 
bridge  of  Kelso  registers  a  flood  of  six  feet.  The 
Eden  and  all  the  other  smaller  streams  in  the 
district  are  also  in  full  flood  and  overflowing  their 
hanks. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Lough  Currane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). 

— The  weir  fishing  opened  on  New  Year's  Day,  hnt 
from  then  until  noon  on  Jan.  3  (when  the  weekly 
close  season  interfered)  no  salmon  were  had.  The 
water  conditions  were  favourable,  but  a  stiff  east 
wind  was  not  favourable  for  ascending  fish  here. 
To-day  (Tuesday)  the  conditions  are  changed  and 
as  far  as  cap  be  judged,  the  prospects  are  good  for 
the  rod-fishing,  which  opens  on  Feb.  I. — T.  J.  D. 
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SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Throughout  the  whole  of  the 
inclement  weather  which  has  recently  prevailed 
several  anglers  have  daily  tempted  sport,  but  the 
returns  have  been  scarcely  worthy  of  record,  nothing 
except  a  few  very  small  codling  having  been  taken 
by  anyone  present.  The  day's  catch  on  Jan.  4 
consisted  of  less  than  a  dozen  of  these  small  fry, 
and  not  a  single  fish  was  taken  on  the  following  day. 
On  Monday,  Jan.  6,  Mr.  Hume,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr. 
Hugman,  Mr.  R.  P.  Richardson,  Mr.  T.  Sexton, 
Mr.  Vernon,  Mr.  Ivatt,  and  'Mr.  Goodwin  fished 
for  several  hours,  fut  the  day's  capture 
amounted  to  only  one  fish.  A  slight  improve- 
ment took  place  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  7,  each  of  the 
eight  anglers  present  making  a  small  bag  of 
codling,  but  no  other  variety  was  caught.  Wed- 
nesday's fishing  again  proved  a  total  failure,  and  it 
is  to  be  feared  that  the  season  has  come  to  a  period. 
— J.  Richardson. 

Plymouth. — A  iter  a  storm  comes  a  calm,  and  I 
suppose  we  may  say  after  a  frost  comes  a  thaw. 
This  was  the  case  with  a  vengeance.  On  Sunday 
night  when  I  retired  to  bed  I  looked  at  the  maximum 
and  minimum  thermometer  outside  my  window,  and 
it  registered  32,  but  when  I  looked  again  in  the 
morning  at  eight  o'clock  behold  it  was  50,  and  the 
usual  water  pipes  burst  all  over  the  place.  I  do 
not  know  if  the  cold  weather  is  better  for  the 
herrings,  but  certainly  fine  weather  is  preferable. 
The  boats  have  been  doing  very  well,  and  some  of 
them  have  been  picking  up  a  good  sum.  The  pier 
fishermen  have  not  been  out  much,  the  wind  being 
too  high.  One,  however,  more  eager  than  the  rest, 
has  chosen  a  quiet  loo  corner  out  of  the  wind,  and 
was  rewarded  with  a  good  catch  of  pollack.  Smelt 
are  still  feeding  well.  Whiting  are  now  in  prime 
condition,  but  the  majority  of  them  are  brought 
in  by  the  trawler.  Ling  are  also  in  good  con- 
dition now.  The  list  of  edible  tsh  for  this 
month  includes  smelt,  tub,  piper,  red  gurnard, 
mackerel,  dory,  skate,  rays  of  all  kinds,  sprats, 
anchovy,  eel,  ling,  cod,  whiting,  haddock,  pouting, 
coalfish,  pike,  and  all  shellfish. — William  Hbar.der. 


4is50ciafions,  etc. 

To  guaranfce  insrrilcii,  cojy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wedne.'iday  evening's  jJOst. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
Our  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  on  Wednes- 
day, Jan.  1 ,  Mr.  Sparks  presiding,  and  a  pleasant 
evening  was  spent  by  members  relating  their  fish- 
ing experiences  of  1907,  and  a  new  member  was 
elected.  Mr.  Dalmer  took  the  chair  at  the  com- 
mittee meeting  on  Thursday,  Jan.  2,  and  the  arrears 
of  business  were  soon  disposed  of.  Mr.  Wood  Bar- 
rett has  had  some  good  chub  from  the  Troy  mill 
water  and  a  beauty  of  41b.  from  Harefield. — 
H.  W.  S. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
A  capital  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  7, 
Mr.  Councillor  Harris  presiding.  Catches  had  been 
very  scarce,  and,  although  many  members  had 
fished,  only  the  following  gentlemen  had  been  suc- 
cessful : — Mr.  A.  E.  Walton,  at  the.  society's  Lang- 
ford  water^good  roach,  some  of  them  well  over 
1  lb. ;  elsewhere,  Mr.  E.  H.  Higgs  had  taken  jack ; 
and  Mr.  Isaacs,  jack  and  dace.  The  roll  of  members 
received  an  addition,  and  others  are  in  prospect,  a 
ballot  taking  place  on  Tuesday  next,  on  which  day 
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there  will  be  a  chul),  dace,  and  roach  competition — 
modal  for  best  two  chub,  als  )  for  host  three  dace, 
Mr.  E.  P.  Beamont  presenting  a  box  of  cigars  to 
the  captor  of  the  best  three  roach  ;  any  water  avail- 
able under  C.L.P.S.  conditions,  butseveral  members 
are  proceeding  to  Langford  by  the  train  leaving 
Liverpool -street  at  8.55  a.m.  On  Jan.  21  a  concert 
will  take  place  (ladies'  night),  .Mr.  G.  H  Green 
being  musical  director.  It  was  announced  in  error 
last  wee'<  that  Mr.  Merritt  would  arrange;  how- 
ever, the  latter  gentleman  has  kindly  consented  to 
supervise  a  musical  evening  later  on.  A  hearty  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  chaii  man  closed  the  proceedings. 
Will  members  kindly  note  that  subscriptions  for 
1!)0K  are  now  duo. — Hon.  Sec. 

ClARENCK   ANCLINfi  SOCIKTV. 

We  had  a  large  muster  on  Tuesday  last.  Mr.  H.  JH. 
Stephens  presiding.  Hoports  o!  fishing  by  the 
members  over  the  holidays  were  very  poor.  The 
roving  competition  on  Jan.  5  proved  a  great  suc- 
cess, the  winner  (our  vice-president),  H.  N.  Wyatt, 
weighing  in  several  pike,  the  heaviest  14|lb.  After 
the  day's  sport,  which  was  most  en  oyable,  the  com- 
petitors dined  at  headquarters.  Several  members 
reported  the  rivers  and  canals  being  frozen  over. 
Our  next  competition  will  probably  be  held  at 
Ash'ord,  Middlesex.  Final  arrangements  for  next 
competition  will  be  made  on  Tuesday  next. 
Members  wishing  to  compete  must  please  notify  at 
headquarters. — W.  J.  Carter,  Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 

There  was  a  large  amo  int  of  b  isiness  to  be 
transacted  at  the  committee  meeting  over  which 
Mr.  .J.  P.  Connellan  presided  on  Jan.  7.  This, 
however,  under  the  chairman's  able  guidance, 
was  despatched  with  celerity,  and  Mr.  J.  Powles 
West  occupied  the  chair  for  the  ordinary  meeting 
which  followed.  Several  enquiries  were  received 
relating  to  membership,  and  a  gentleman  was 
elected.  Members  are  reminded  that  the  annual 
general  meeting  will  be  held  in  February — not 
January — this  year  ;  but  members  will  be  apprised 
of  the  exact  date  by  a  circular  to  be  sent  ovit  shortly. 
Owin  r  to  the  inclement  weather  of  the  last  fortnight, 
few  fishing  reports  came  to  hand,  but  it  is  satisfac- 
tory to  record  that  Kelvedon  has  yielded  some  nice 
pike.  Mr.  Prince  secured  one  of  81b.,  and  got 
smashed  up  by  a  much  larger  one.  This  must  have 
been  a  large  fish,  as  it  broke  a  very  strong  gimp 
trace,  after  he  had  played  it  (the  fish)  some 
time.  Mr.  P.  W.  Salmond  had  one  of  121b.,  and 
several  smal  er  ones.  The  larger  one  broke  him, 
but  he  managed  to  get  a  fresh  line  over  the  float 
and  fortunately  brought  the  fish  to  bank.  Mr. 
Eldred  had  a  few  perch  and  chub  from  the  Kennet, 
but  the  result  was  hardly  worth  the  journey.  Mr. 
Martin  will  read  another  paper  shortly  ;  date  next 
week.  — Hon.  Sec 

Piscatorial  Society. 

Mr.  Seymour  Taylor  was  chairman  of  our  first 
meeting  of  the  year  on  Monday  last,  when  we  had 
a  good  muster  of  members.  In  spite  of  the  severe 
weather  several  had  been  angling,/  but  had  not 
been  success  ul,  Dr.  Wynter  being  the  only  member 
with  a  fish  to  his  credit,  he  having  taken  a  grayling 
of  lilb.  just  be  ore  the  extreme  cold  set  in.  Mr. 
F.  Hardy,  at  Uxbridge,  and  Jlr.  Poole,  at  West 
Drayton,  had  found  much  ice  on  the  meadows, 
caused  by  the  weirs  freezing,  so  that  the  water 
could  not  run  through,  the  conseouence  being  the 
river  overflowed  its  banks  and  flooded  the  meadows  ; 
at  West  Drayton  there  was  also  much  ice  in  the 
river.  The  chairman  showed  us  the  Moysey  patent 
minnow,  which,  although  heavy  enough  to  cast 
from  the  reel,  does  not  sink  rapidly,  having  an  air 
chamber  inside.  Mr.  Mosely  added  some  sedges  to 
the  entomological  collection,  for  which  he  was 
heartily  thanked.  Two  new  members  were  elected, 
and  the  usual  toasts  concluded  a  pleasant  evening. 
— Hon.  Sec. 


RPJTrSH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


On  Wednesday  (Jan.  8)  Mr.  C.  O.  .Minchin  occu- 
pied the  chair.  New  bye-laws  for  regulating  the 
new  house  club  arrangements  were  submitted  to 
the  members  in  accordance  with  rule.  Thev  will 
have  to  be  confirmed  at  next  week's  meeting,  when 
the  subject  will  be  dealt  with. 

Mr.  A.  C.  Poole,  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  read  a 
paper  upon  "Sea  Trout."  This  paper  and  the 
rather  notable  discussion  that  ensued  were  of  such 
interest  that  a  detailed  report  will  be  furnished 
next  week. 

Next  Wednesday  Mr.  H.  T.  Ashby  will  read  a 
paper,  "A  Cruise  on  the  Barbary  Coast."  illustrated 
with  lantern  slides.  H.  P. 
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^ofes  from  tl)c  ^iodl). 

Inspector  George  Duncan,  Aberdeen,  lias  some 
SO.OOO  salmon  ova  in  his  well-appointed  hatchery 
on  the  Dee  at  Drum.  He  usually  strips  about 
one  million,  and  could  easily  have  got  this  quantity, 
but  for  some  years  back  he  has  been  limiting  his 
supplies.  His  ova  is  taken  from  the  upper  waters 
about  the  close  of  the  angling  season. 


The  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Fife  are  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean just  now,  but  they  have  not  forgotten  their 
retainers  at  Mar  Lodge,  and  have  sent  some 
memento  of  the  season  of  goodwill  to  all  in  their 
service,  and  a  good  hauncli  of  venison  to  the  cotters 
around. 

Dr.  Hugh  McCallum.  Kingussie,  Inverness,  died 
last  week.  He  was  more  than  tlie  average  piscicul- 
turist and  observer,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Lin- 
nsean  Society  since  1882.  He  was  in  practice  at 
Pitlochry  for  ten  years  prior  to  his  retirement. 


Trawlers  flying  the  Norwegian  flag  and  maimed 
by  English  crews  had  better  look  out.  The  Govern- 
ment is  to  deal  with  the  oivners  as  well  as  the  men. 


An  Edinburgh  gentleman  had  rather  a  startling 
experience  the  other  night  when  crossing  the  hills 
from  Marykirk  to  Banchory  along  the  valley  of 
the  Dye,  which  joins  the  Feugh  at  Whitestone. 
He  was  wheeling  his  cycle  along  the  rugged  path 
when  all  at  once  he  was  charged  bj^  a  stag  and 
pitched  into  the  embankment,  luckily  amongst  the 
heather. 


Mr.  Clias.  A.  Murray,  of  Tayraount,  Stanley,  was 
shot  in  the  eye  when  shooting  at  Dimkeld  on 
Jan.  3,  by  a  pellet  ricocheting  and  entering  his 
eye,  destroying  it. 


The  Ugie  District  Fishery  Board  have  stocked 
their  hatchery  at  Inverugie  with  40,000  salmon 
ova.  They  have  not  lost  faith  in  the  good  old 
custom  (sic),  although  I  am  afraid  only  too  many  of 
the  larger  boards  have. 


The  Chief  Inspector  on  Deeside  reports  that  as 
yet  few  fresh  fish  have  been  noted  in  the  Dee,  but 
the  conditions  have  not  been  favoiu'able  for  an 
estimate  being  made.  Special  Scotch. 


OPPIAN'S  HALIEUTICKS.* 


A  BENEFICENT  Providence  has  so  willed  that 
mortals  are  unable  to  foretell  the  future.  The 
present  we  may  regard,  and  when  we  look  back 
upon  the  past  our  memories  always  seem  to  tell 
us  that  things  are  not  what  they  were.  Someone 
once  remarked  to  the  late  editor  of  Punch  that 
that  periodical  was  not  so  good  as  it  used  to  be. 
"  It  never  was,"  replied  that  gentleman.  Things 
never  are  as  good  as  they  used  to  be. 

And  so,  in  this  train  of  thought,  a  contemplative 
angler  and  his  wife  foimd  themselves  one  sunny 
evening  at  Bayeux  in  Normandy,  and  were  shown 
the  famous  tapestries  by  the  most  polite  gentleman 
in  charge.  There  were  exhibited  the  wonderfvil 
embroideries  worked  by  the  fair  fingers  of  Matilda 
of  Flanders,  wife  of  our  first  King  William.  A 
remarkable  record  of  patience  and  perseverance 
accomplished  at  a  time  when  most  people  in  this 
country  were  tmable  to  sign  their  own  names. 
Every  little  corner  filled  with  representations  of 
birds,  animals,  and  fishes,  and  the  history  of  the 
Norman  Conquest,  written  in  the  Latin  tongue — 
all  finished  800  years  ago. 

Eight  hundred  years  before  that  period  (or  1600 
years  ago)  there  lived  in  Anazarbus,  a  city  in 
Cilicia,  an  aged  philosopher,  who  was  one  day  so 
much  engrossed  in  his  studies  that  he  failed  to  put 
in  an  appearance  when  the  Emperor  Septimus 
Severus  chanced  to  visit  the  city.  The  noble 
Emperor  resented  the  philosopher's  absence,  and 
when  the  latter  excused  himself  on  the  ground  of 
study,  the  Emperor  was  not  satisfied  with  the 
explanation.  Emperors  were  emperors  in  those 
days,  and  the  pliilosopher  was  promptly  banished 
to  Malta  (then  called  Melita),  and  his  son  Oppian, 
a  cultivated  youth  of  great  promise  devoted  to  his 
father,  went  with  him  to  share  his  exile.  Agesilaus 


*  A  Paper  read  before  the  members  and  friends 
of  the  Manchester  Anglers'  Association,  on  Nov.  19, 
1907,  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Lea. 


was  evidently  a  learned  man,  and  taught  his  son 
something  of  books  and  the  wonders  of  Nature. 
Oppian  turned  his  knowledge  to  good  account,  and, 
instead  of  a  petition  to  the  Emperor  for  his  father's 
release,  he  made  no  complaint,  but  took  vipon  liim- 
self  the  task  of  writing  the  natural  history  of  the 
fish  of  the  Mediterranean  and  the  Black  Sea.  The 
work  he  hoped  would  be  found  worthy  of  acceptance, 
and  he  dedicated  it  to  the  Emperor  and  his  son, 
Caracalla.  Thus  we  have  to  thank  the  anger  of 
an  emperor  for  the  wonderful  work  which  we  are 
dealing  with  to-night,  and  in  doing  so  there  is  a 
fear  of  rushing  in  where  angels  fear  to  tread.  The 
old  language  in  its  beautiful  completeness  is  so 
unlike  the  modern  system  which  prevails — the 
telling  of  the  most  material  facts  in  the  fewest 
possible  words — that  it  is  difficult  to  do  anything 
like  justice  to  the  subject.  My  friend  Mr.  Percy 
Burn  has  also  been  tlu-ough  the  books,  and  has 
lielped  me  in  finding  many  a  gem  of  pm-est  ray 
serene,  for  which  I  am  profoimdiy  grateful  to  him. 

Oppian  wrote  several  poems  in  his  short  life,  and 
the  work  -which  is  before  us  is  one  of  the  best  and 
most  interesting  and  most  artistic.  So  far  as 
fishing  is  concerned,  the  whole  of  this  history, 
called  Oppian's  Halieuticks,  has  been  preserved. 
The  term  "  halieuticks  "  means  books  treating  of  fish 
or  the  art  of  fishing.  It  was  written  by  Oppian  in 
Crreek  about  A.D.  200,  and  was  translated  into 
beautiful  English  verse  by  two  Oxford  students, 
Mr.  Diaper  and  Mr.  J.  Jones,  and  the  translation 
was  printed  nearly  200  years  ago,  in  1722,  at  the 
Sheldonian  Theatre,  Oxford,  which  building  stood 
then  much  as  it  stands  to-day.  The  frontispiece 
of  the  book  is  embellished  with  an  engraving  of 
the  theatre.  On  the  table  is  a  copy  of  that  edition, 
and  as  you  may  see,  in  excellent  condition,  and 
tlie  type  is  really  easier  to  read  than  that  of  many 
lx)oks  which  have  been  printed  even  this  year. 
Mr.  Diaper  commenced  the  translation  but  died 
before  completing  it,  and  in  honour  of  his  fellow 
collegian  Mr.  J.  Jones  translated  the  last  three 
books. 

So  much  for  explanations.  But  at  the  outset  of 
our  criticism  must  be  expressed  regret  that  among 
the  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  so  fish  mentioned  in 
the  five  books  into  wliicii  the  work  is  divided  no 
trace  can  be  found  of  ovu-  favovirite  fish  the  trovit, 
oi'  the  salmon,  nor  is  there  any  mention  of  any  fish 
being  caught  with  a  fly.  It  may,  therefore,  safely 
be  said  that  fly  fishing  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  in  general  practice  at  Malta  in  A.D.  200. 

It  is  c[uite  clear  that  Oppian  was  a  very  careful 
observer  of  Nature,  and  he  must  have  possessed  a 
vi\  id  imagination,  judging  from  the  brilliant  fancies 
in  which  he  indulged,  but  these  have  the  merit  of 
being  possibly  more  entertaining  than  his  facts. 

His  purpose  and  his  object  are  clearly  defined  in 
his  opening  \  erses  as  follows  : — 

1  sing  tlie  Natives  of  the  boundless  Main, 
And  tell  what  kinds  the  wat'ry  depths  contain. 
Thou  mighty  Prince,  whom  farthest  Shores  obey. 
Favour  the  Bard,  and  hear  the  humble  Lay. 
While  the  Muse  shows  the  liquid  Worlds  below, 
Wlien  thronged  wit  h  busie  Shoals  the  Waters  flow  ; 
Their  diff'ring  forms  and  ways  of  Life  relates. 
And  sings  their  constant  Loves,  and  constant 
Hates. 

What  various  Arts  the  finny  Herds  beguile. 
And  each  cold  secret  of  the  Fisher's  Toil." 

He  contrasts  the  pleasure  of  the  huntsman  with 
the  unceasing  toil  of  the  fisherman,  and  points  out 
that  the  former 

"  ....    on  himself  he  not  depends  alone." 

The  fisherman,  compared  with  the  hunter,  has  a 
rough  time  of  it  in  a  leaky  boat,  tossed  by  tumultuous 
waves  and  gathering  .storms,  and  is  without  the 
friendly  shelter  of  the  leafy  coverts. 

' '  No  sheltering  coverts  here  the  Swain  befriend 
When  clouds  condensed  in  noisy  Streams  descend 
No  tree  from  cold  bleak  winds,  or  falling  Sleet, 
Nor  shade  secures  from  Autumn's  sickly  Heat. 
Here  to  the  scented  Game  no  dog  can  guide  ; 
Their  native  fish  the  circling  Eddies  hide. 
And  through  the  trackless  Deep  unseen  they 

sportive  glide.  '  , 

Besides   loud  threatening  storms   and  sudden 

winds, 

He  meets  vast  Whales,  and  mcmstrous  nameless 
kinds. 

The  slender  woven  Net,  vimineous  Weel, 
The  taper  Angle,  Line  and  barbed  Steel 
Are  all  the  Tools  his  constant  Toil  employs  ; 
On  arms  like  these  the  fishing  Swain  relies. 
But  fishers  live  although  exposed  to  Harms 
They  have  their  pleasures  and  the  Sea  its  Charms. " 

Oppian  appears  to  have  been  a  deep  thinker  and  to 
have  inherited  some  of  his  father's  philosophical 
manner  of  regarding  all  things,  and  keen  lover  of 
Nature  as  he  imdoubtedly  was,  realised  the  impos- 


sibility of  man  reading  the  riddle  of  the  Universe. 
He  called  upon  Neptune — 

"  \Miose  Commands  eontroll  the  Seas, 
Can  curb  the  Tempests  and  the  Waves  appease. 
And  all  ye  Ocean-Gods,  that  peaceful  reign 
Low  in  the  Depths  of  the  unfathomed  Main  " 

— for  permission  to  discover  the  hidden  stores  of 
knowledge  in  the  waters.  Then,  begging  the  Muse 
to  "  time  his  artless  Tongue,"  he  sings  the  following 
magnificent  lines  : — 

"  But  ah  !  how  great  the  task  !  for  who  can  know 
What  creatures  swim  in  secret  depths  below  ? 
LTnnumbered  Shoals  glide  thro'  the  cold  Abyss 
LTnseen,  and  wanton  in  unenvy'd  Bliss. 
For  who  with  all  his  Skill  can  certain  teach. 
How  deep  the  Sea,  how  far  the  Waters  reach  ?< 
Foolish  th'  attempt.    None  can  the  Space  define. 
The  Depth  retires  beneath,  and  mocks  the  sinking 
Line. 

Three  Inmdred  fathoms  sounded  are  the  most  ; 
Such  is  the  knowledge  which  our  Labours  boast. 
To  comprehend  the  whole  we  fruitless  seek  ; 
Our  Souls  are  finite,  and  ovir  Reason  weak. 
And  yet  we  guess  the  Wat'ry  World  exceeds 
In  num'rous  offspring,  and  in  various  Breeds." 

The  first  book  deals  principally  with  the 
haunts  of  the  various  fish  of  the  deep.  He  men- 
tions about  150  altogether,  .and  tells  us  where  they 
may  be  found.  He  describes  their  wandering 
propensities,  and  touches  upon  the  story  of  the 
survival  of  the  fittest  and  the  manner  in  which  one 
kind  prej'S  on  another.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  he  is  aware  of  the  autumnal  migration  of  eels, 
but,  unfortunately,  does  not  go  fully  into  detail, 
and  he  gives  a  minute  description  of  the  manner 
in  which  eels,  who  he  says  know  no  sex,  produce 
eelets,  but  remarks  that  the  reproduction  of  the 
whiting  remains  a  mystery.  In  Halford's  and  other 
books  in  the  history  of  the  May  Fly  we  are  told 
that  the  female  has  no  mouth,  and  that  she  pays 
out  her  existence  the  same  day  she  deposits  her 
eggs,  and  most  anglers  will  have  seen  her  wings 
and  empty  shell  liy  the  banks  of  the  Dove  and 
other  rivers.  Of  lier  body  there  is  nothing  left 
after  she  has  laid  her  eggs  but  the  transparent  outer 
skin.  A  similar  tale  is  told  of  the  mate  of  the 
Queen  Bee  who  drops  lifeless  from  the  clouds 
when  the  purpose  of  his  existence  is  accomplished. 
Oppian  mentions  a  fish  called  the  Preke,  whicli 
Mr.  Lea  said  liis  knowledge  of  fishlore  did  not 
enable  him  to  trace.  Possibly  it  is  unknown  to 
our  shores.  Its  fate  is  not  unlike  that  of  the  May 
Fly  and  the  mate  of  the  Queen  Bee.  The  poet's 
words  are — 

"  The  Preke's  amours  our  softest  pity  move. 
Whose  certain  natural  death  is  only  Love, 
Once,  and  but  once,  the  niggard  Pow'rs  allow 
The  luckless  pair  congenial  Bliss  to  know." 

When  the  Preke  sinks  exhausted  on  the  sands  the 
little  shell  fish,  late  his  usual  prey,  tear  him  to 
pieces.  The  female  does  not  survive  the  birth  of 
her  offspring. 

"  Fate  stints  their  Life  ;  that  term  they  cannot  pass. 
One  rolling  year  concludes  the  shorten'd  space 
Ere  the  swift  Chariot  of  the  Gold  hair'd  Sim 
Has  told  the  days,  and  all  his  Circuit  run. 
Fond  suicides  the  dear  Destruction  prove 
Of  luckless  Marriage  and  disastrous  Love." 

(To  be  continued.) 


NEW  PISCATOKIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents, 
55  and  50,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. : — 

18071.  Fishing.  C.  W.  Brompton,  73,  Hamton- 
street,  Grimsby,  Lincolnshire.  Trawling-gear. — 
Flat  sliding  shoes  are  provided  on  either  the  bosom 
alone,  or  on  both  bosom  and  wings,  of  the  ground 
ropes  of  steam-trawlers.  The  rear  ends  of  the 
shoes  and  the  holes,  through  which  the  wire  ropes 
are  passed,  approximately  conform  with  the  curva- 
ture of  the  ground  rope  wlien  travelling.  The  holes 
are  preferably  fitted  with  iron  bushes.  Swivelling 
eyes  may  be  fitted  either  in  the  tops  or  in  the  front 
ends  and  rear  ends  of  the  shoes  to  recei^■e  the  ropes. 
Wooden  shoes  are  protected  on  their  undersides  by 
steel  or  iron.  Every  third  or  fourth  shoe  is,  prefer- 
ably, formed  with  a  removable  wedge  piece  secured 
by  a  nail,  etc.,  and  the  ground  rope  may  be  made 
in  two  or  more  lengths,  for  the  ready  removal  of 
the  shoes.    Distance-bobbins  are  provided. 

•27858.  Reuben  Heaton,  38,  New-street,  Aston 
Newtown,  Birmingham.  Improved  mount  for 
fishing  rod  rings. 

28430.  S.  AUcock  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  and  Alfred 
Williams,  Standard  Works,  Redditch.  Improved 
fishing  rod  ring. 
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NEW  ZEALAND 

Offers  you 

Absolutely  the  Best  Trout- 
Fishing  in  the  World. 


SEASON— OCTOBER  to  APRIL. 

LICENSE  FEE,  £1. 


NEW  ZEALAND  has  THOUSANDS  OF  MILES  V  Trout 
Waters,  carrying  the  largest  Rainbow  and  Brown  Trout 
ever  seen,  many  scaling  up  to  20  lbs.  and  over. 

SPLENDID  SPORT  FROM  END  TO  END  OF  THE  COLONY. 


Magnificent  Fishing  in  the  Lakes  of  Rotorua  and  Taupo 
districts,  and  in  the  great  Snow-Rivers  of  the  South  Island. 


FISH-TAKES  for  the  SEASON  in  SPECIAL  DISTRICTS 

are  reckoned  by  the  TON.  In  1903-4  the  total  estimated 
catch  of  Rainbow  Trout  in  La'-e  Rotorua  and  adjacent 
streams  and  lakes  was  about  25  tons  ;  in  1904-5  it  was 
over  30  tons;  in  1905-6  it  was  above  50  tons;  and  the 
fish  are  yearly  increasing.  * 


For  all  Particulars  as  to  Fishing,  Deer-stalking,  and  other  sport  in 
the  Colony,  apply  to 

The  High  Commissioner  for  New  Zealand, 

Westminster  Chambers,  13,  Victoria  St.,  London,  S.W., 
or  to  T.  E.  Donne,  General  Manager, 

N.Z.  Department  of  Tourist  and  Health  Resorts, 

Wellington,  N.Z. 

Cable  Address:  "MAORILAND." 
Codes  :  A  B  C  (4th  &  5th  Editions),  Western  Union,  and  Llebep's. 


ANNUAL  DISPERSAL 


^1, 


USUAL 
PRICE 


%0 


OK 

BURBERRY-PROOFS,  TOP  COATS,  WEATHER-  -f- 
PROOFS,  SUITS,  MUFTI. 

HALF"     USUA1L<  F»RICE 
  DURING  JANUARY. 

M       I     Usual  Price.  Sale  Price. 

^    J    63/- Urbilor  Top  Coats  -31/6 
I  M   105/-  Burberry  Sporting  Suits 
42/-  Riding  Breeches  - 
63/-  Burberry-Proof  Slip-ons 

Important  to  Motorists  and  Hunting  IHen. 

r     FUR-LINED  TOP  COATS 
~      IN  WEATHERPROOF  CLOTH 


-52/6 
-21/- 
45/- 


During  the  Sale  these  perfect 
goods  may  be  bargained  for. 

Full  Li.st  on  application — 


BURBERRYS,  30  to  33,  Haymarket,  LONDON,  S.W. 


ALL  INTERESTED 

IN  THE  SUBJECT  SHOULD  READ 

MINIATURE  RIFLE  SHOOTING 

By  L.  R.  TIPPINS,  Author  of  "  Modern  Bifle  Shooting,"  dc. 
WITH  MANY  ILLUSTRATIONS. 

CONT£NTS.—A  Note  on  Rifle  Shooting  at  Home  by  R.  E.  Mapston,  Methods  and 
First  Principles ;  Gallery  Cartridges  ;  Mid-Range  Miniature  Cartridges ;  Rifle 
ights ;  Gallery  Rifles ;  Morris  Tubes ;  Breech  Adaptors ;  Mid-Range  Miniature 
Rifles  ;  Indoor  Ranges  ;  Outdoor  Ranges  ;  Targets  ;  Learning  to  Shoot ;  Cleaning 
the  Rifle  ;  Range  and  Practice  ;  Miniature  Matches  and  Competition  ;  Rifle  Clubs  ; 
Supplementary  Chapter.  

The  Times  says  :  "We  cnuld  only  wish,  with  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  who  has  written  an  instructive 
ireface  to  the  work,  that  Rifle  Shooting  could  be  termed  with  us  a  national  pastime.  .  .  .  A  handy 
little  volume." 

The  Spectator  says  :  "  Will  be  found  of  the  greatest  service  to  those  who  are  interested  in  the 
formation  of  Civilian  RiHe  Clubs.    A  perfect  mine  of  information." 

Volunteer  Service  Gazette:  "  Will  not  only  he  welcomed  by  beginners,  but  will  be  perused 
with  advantage  by  the  more  experienced.  .  .  .  Singularly  cleai- and  lucid." 
Can  be  had  post  pbee  by  sending  2/2  in  stamps  to  R.  B.  Marston,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.G. 


Actua.1   Size— Best  Snglislx  lM[a.ke. 

PINCERS 

SHOJ.C  UTTER 

SMALL  WIRE  CUTTER 

I 

LARGE  WIRE  CUTTER 

Sent  POST  FREE  to  any 
Address  in  the  United 
Kingdom  for 
in    Stamps    or  Postal 
Order,  by 


WILSON  &  SMITH, 

Ironmongers  to 

His  Majesty, 

7  &  8,  KING  WILLIAM 
STREET,  W.C. 


Postage  to  United  States 
and  Canada.  7d.  extra. 
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Jottings  by  the  Way. 


Down  jdl  the  snoiv,  and  fell  three  days  and  irighiti. 
Then  ceased.    The  ground  was  white,  an  ankle-deep 
The  window  of  the  school  was  threaded  o'er 
With  hneless  fi')ti:ers  of  ice.    Frost's  unseen  hands 
Prick'd  y  u.  from  head  to  foot,  with  tingling  hvat. 
The  shouting  tcchins,  yonder  on  the  green, 
Play'd  .snowballs. 

— RoBEBT  Buchanan. 


Anglo-French  Piscatorials. 

Me.  Alfred  Abkahams  presided  over  a  full 
rpeeting  on  Wednesday  evening.  Fis\)ing  reports 
were  few  owing  to  the  rongh  weather.  Wliatever 
the  weather  a  long  list  of  names  has  been 
handed  in,  inclndina;  many  lody  members,  for 
the  St.  Ives  (Hunts)  competition  on  Jan.  12. 
Train  leaves  King's  Cross  (G.NR.)  at  5  p.m. 
sharp  on  Saturday  evening,  Jan.  11.  Dinner 
will  be  ser\ed  at  the  White  Horse  Hotel, 
St.  Ives,  at  8  sharp.  A  concert  has  been  arranged, 
wten  the  following  have  kindly  consented  to  sing  : 
Madame  Franco,  Ma  lame  Gordon,  Miss  Maud 
Abrahams,  Messrs.  Meyer,  Jamieson,  and  Jackson. 
All  that  is  wanted  is  decent  "  weather  ;  the  fishing 
arrangements  have  been  left  in  the  capable  hands 
of  Hon.  Sec.  R.  Jacobs.  I  hope  to  make  one  of  the 
happy  party. 

Good  Sport  near  Birmingham. 

The  following  is  the  result  of  a  day's  fishing 
recently  enjoyed  in  private  water  near  Birmincham 
by  Messrs.  J.  Harris  (Rod  Department  Manager), 
George  Sealey  (Representative)  and  his  son  Mr. 
Harry  Sealey  (rori\  aiding  Department)  of  the  firm 
of  Messrs.  S.  Allcock  and  Co.,  Limited,  Standard 
Worl  s,  Redditch  : — Total  bag,  thirty-two  pike  and 
one  perch  (about  1  lb.).  Approximate  total  weight 
of  pil«e,  between  1701b.  and  1801b.  A  number  of 
smaller  pike  under  31b.  were  returned  to  the  water. 
Average  weight  abo  it  61b.  Two  heaviest  Psh,  91b. 
each.  The  successful  anglers  commenced  operations 
at  10  a.m.,  and  packed  vip  at  3  p.m.,  the  gaff  being 
in  use  nearly  all  the  time.  It  was  a  foggy  and  frosty 
day.  All  three  anglers  were  using  tackle  of  Messrs. 
.Allcock's  manufacture,  the  aluminium  "Aerial" 
reel  proving  a  perfect  spinning  reel.  Eleven  o[  the 
fish  were  taken  with  live  bait  on  "  Jardine  "  snap- 
tackle,  and  the  remainder  with  the  "Colorado" 
spoon,  "Bedford"  spinner,  and  "New  Allcock 
Puniaub  "  pike  spoon.  Mr.  Harry  Sealey  was  suc- 
cessful this  season  in  carrying  ofl  the  first  prize  in 
the  local  competition  for  Bait  Casting  from  the  Reel. 


Death  of  M.  Jolibois. 

The  Paris  correspondent  of  the  Daily  Telegraph 
says: — "  M.  Alfred  Jolibois,  one  of  the  most  active 
and  enterprising  Municipal  Councillors  of  Paris,  who 
was  so  popular  in  London  when  he  visited  yoiir  city 
a  little  over  a  year  ago  with  his  colleagues  has  just 
died.  He  was  an  expert  civil  engineer,  born  in  Epinac, 
in  1860,  and  as  engineer  and  member  of  the  Munici- 
pal Council  in  Paris  took  an  active  part  in  many 
public  works  and  improvements.  His  last  work  was 
an  encyclopaedia  on  engineering  and  public  works,  to 
the  compilation  of  which  he  devoted  twenty  years 
of  his  life.  The  bridges  over  the  Seine  were  for 
years  his  most  absorbing  study,  and  he  calc\dated 
almost  every  line  or  aspect  under  which  they  could 
be  made  more  useful  or  picturesque. 

*  *  *  * 

"  He  also  took  a  great  interest  in  keeping  the 
Seine  stocked  with  fish,  and  personally  supervised 
this  operation  on  various  occasions.  Nothino  de- 
lighted him  so  much  as  seeing  a  large  number  of 
anglers  in  certain  seasons  of  the  year  line  the 
banks  of  the  river  and  making  good  catches.  At 
the  same  time  that  he  took  such  an  active  interest 
in  the  practical  work  of  his  department,  he  also 
devoted  much  of  his  attention  to  the  furtherance 
of  popular  scientific  education.  Wherever  M. 
Jolibois  appeared  he  became  immediately  popular, 
and  when  he  was  elected  Municipal  Councillor  for 
the  Notre  Dame  quarter  in  May  he  was  at  once 
made  a  favourite  among  his  colleagues  at  the  Hotel 
de  Ville."  |  It  was  my  good  fortune  to  meet  him 
during  the  recent  visit  of  the  Parisian  councillors, 
and  I  was  one  of  those  who  forgot  my  French  pro- 
nunciation and  dubbed  him  "  Jolly  Boy  !  "] 

How  the. Lion  Played  "Nap." 

"  Hello,  Leo,"  panted  the  tiger,  "  I've  Ijeon 
(;hasing  a  wounded  antelope  for  sex  eral  miles.  Did 
it  pass  by  here  ?  "  "  No,"  replied  the  lion,  con- 
tentedly, lic^king  his  chops,  "  it  did  not." — Phila- 
delphia Press. 


"Have  You  Been  Out?" 

Is  the  question  asked  by  the  chairman  at  the 
majority  of  angling  societies.  At  one  or  two  I 
wot  of  a  box  marked  "  Preservation  Fund "  is 
placed  upon  the  table,  and  those  who  ha\  e  thought 
more  of  the  festive  season  than  lishing,  and  say 
"No,  Sir,"  subscribe  a  copper  (or  silver)  for 
their  negligence.  It  is  curious  to  note  some  of 
the  excuses :  Gale,  Sleet,  Snow,  Rain,  Floods, 
Blizzards,  Slush,  Mud,  Cold-id-de-dose,  Aches  and 
Pains,  and  even  "  'Ale"  has  been  used  as  an  excuse. 
Anyway,  "home,  sweet  home"  has  been  the  best 
place  for  the  last  two  weeks. 


Netting  the  Serpentine. 

For  the  information  oi  anglers  and  others  who 
reside  thousands  of  miles  from  "  Merrie  England  " 
the  Serpentine  is  a  splendid  lake  situate  in  Hyde 
Park,  London.  I  don't  quite  remember  how  wide 
it  is  across,  but  1  do  remember  swimming  from  one 
side  to  the  other  over  forty  years  ago,  and  hiding  in 
a  hollow  tree  until  a  boy  brought  my  clothes  round 
to  me.  I  also  remember  a  few  remarl^s  my  father 
and  mother  addressed  to  me  when  I  arrived  home 
miaus  one  boot  and  my  cap. 

*  *^  *  ^ 

There  are  many  interesting  items  coimected  with 
what  we  boys  called  "The  Serps,"  and  I  will  look 
them  up  shortly.  This  I  do  know,  there  are 
many  thousands  of  fish  in  the  prohibited  water, 
although  I  believe  the  Ranger  gives  permission 
to  fish  to  the  favoured  few'.  I  note  from 
the  Daily  Graphic  of  Jan.  9  that  the  Board 
of  Work-s  have  asked  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society  to  net  the  Serpentine,  and  the 
work  will  probably  be  carried  out  in  the  course  of 
next  week.  It  was  to  have  been  done  last  Tuesday, 
bu"  the  frost  stopped  it.  Mr.  J.  V.  Eyre,  the  sec- 
retary of  the  society,  told  a  Daily  Graphic  re- 
presentative that  the  netting  was  to  be  done 
because  the  Serpentine  is  overcrowded  with  fish. 
The  fish  will  be  taken  away  in  tanks,  and  will  go 
towards  the  restoel-  ing  of  the  Thames.  The  netting 
will  be  done  at  night,  after  the  park  is  closed. 


Wife  :  "  John,  dear,  the  doctor  says  I  need  a 
change  of  climate."  Husband  :  "  All  right,  old 
girl,  the  paper  says  it  will  be  warmer  to-morrow." 


Ljchnobite  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  W.  J.  PovBV  reminds  me  that  the  New  Year 
competition  will  be  held  this  day  (Saturday,  Jan. 
1 1)  at  Ponders  End  (Pike  and  Anchor  to  Swan  and 
Pike).    Open  to  all  members.    Entrance  fee  2s. 


First  Parlourmaid  (reading  from  the  paper)  ■ 
"  Jane,  it  says  here  that  another  octogenarian  is 
dead."  "  What's  an  octogenarian  ?  "  "  Well,  I 
don't  quite  know  what  they  are,  but  they  must  be 
very  sickly  creatures  ;  you  never  hear  of  'em  but 
they're  dyin'  !  " 


"  Down  with  the  Dust." 

To  abate  the  dust  nuisance  arising  from  motor 
traffic,  the  Lindfield  Parish  Coimcil  recently  had 
their  roads  tar-sprayed.  A  large  quantity  of  dead 
fish  have  been  foimd  in  the  beautiful  lake  at  the 
entrance  to  the  village,  and  a  theory  is  held  that 
their  destruction  is  due  to  the  tar  washed  off  the 
roads  entering  the  water. 


An  Icicle  from  Burnham. 

Mr.  J.  Wright,  late  hon.  Sec.  of  the  2nd  SuiTey 
A.S.,  writing  from  Burnham-on-Crouch,  says:  — 
"Dear  Drag, — The  past  severe  frosts  have  turned 
up  hundreds  of  pouting,  some  weighing  l^lb.  each, 
also  a  few  small  codling,  which  have  been  gathered 
by  the  locals,  some  floating  on  the  water,  some 
on  the  mud  flats  and  among  the  stones  that  protect 
the  sea  walls.  I  am  afraid  the  remaining  part  of 
the  sea  fishing  here  is  at  an  end.  I  anything  con- 
trary turns  up  will  notify  you.  Your  reference  to 
the  jube-jube  baby  episode  at  Staines  which  you 
mentioned  in  your  notes  in  the  Fishing  Gazeette, 
dated  Dec.  28,  1907,  brings  back  to  me  very  many 
enioyable  days  that  I  have  spent  with  you  and  my 
old  and  valued  friends  fishing  in  the  Thames, 
especially  our  old  friend  G.  George."  [Yes;  close 
on  twenty  years,  my  old  friend,  "J."  since  we  were 
on  the  Thames  together.] 

BoBBV  :  "  Sister  will  be  down  in  a  few  minutes, 
Mr.  Softly  ;  she's  upstairs  rehearsing."  Mr. 
Soft^ly  (who  has  come  prepared)  :  "  W-hat  is  s-she 
rehearsing,  B-bobby  '!  "  Bobby  :  "I  don't  know  ; 
but  she's  standing  in  fi  i  >nt  of  the  mirror  and  blushing 
and  saying,  '  O,  Mr.  Softly — or — this  is  so  sudden.'  " 


The  Joke  that  Failed. 

During  a  recent  dub  competition  at-  Nouve- 
Forge,  one  of  tl>e  members  went  away,  leaving  his 
rod  unattended.  The  vice-president "  of  the  club, 
who  was  a  bit  of  a  wag  in  his  way,  drew  in  the  line, 
removed  the  live-bait,  and  replaced  it  by  a  rat,  and 
cast  out  again.  At  this  moment  the  absent  one 
returned,  and  the  other  members  sat  around  doing 
their  best  not  to  smile  before  the  proper  moment. 
To  their  great  astonishment,  he  at  ont'e  got  a  rim, 
struck,  played,  and  landed  a  jack  of  41b. — 
Le  Pecheur. 


Why  Fish  are  Slippery. 

Fish  of  almost  every  sort  are,  when  fresh  caught, 
slippery  and  hard  to  hold.  This  slipperiness  is  due 
to  a  sort  of  mucous  exuded  through  the  scale,  and 
is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  all  slimy  creatures. 
One  of  the  most  important  functions  of  the  fish's 
slimy  coating  is  to  protect  it  from  the  attacks  of 
fungus,  a  form  of  plant  life  found  in  all  waters,  salt 
and  fresh,  foul  and  pure.  If  the  fish  is  so  injured 
that  some  spot  becomes  uncovered  by  the  sUme, 
a  barely  visible  fungus  will  be  likely  to  lodge  there, 
and  when  it  is  once  lodged  the  process  of  repro- 
duction is  very  rapid.  It  soon  extends  ov  er  the  gills 
and  kills  the  fish.  The  primary  purpose  of  the  slime 
of  the  fish  is  to  reduce  its  friction  when  in  motiori 
through  the  water  and  increase  its  speed.  It  also' 
serves  as  a  cushion  to  the  scales,  wliich  it  thus  pro- 
tects from  many  injuries. 


The  Brute.  I 

Wife  :  "  Whenever  I  sing  the  dog  howls."  Hus- 
band :    "  The  instinct  of  imitation,  my  dear." — 

Me.ggcndorfer  BlarMer. 


All  Alive  Oh  ! 

It  is  sometimes  no  easy  matter  to  keep  pike- 
baits  alive  and  well  during  a  long  railway  journey. 
Dr.  Billard  has  found  thit  flsh  kept  for  a  week 
without  food  in  pure  water  lo  e  much  more  in 
weight  than  tho  e  plae  d  in  water  containing  O'.") 
per  cent,  of  alcohol.  La  Pcche  Moderne  suggests 
that  this  fact  may  be  of  interest  to  pike  fishermen. 
The  quantity  of  alcohol  required — about  twenty 
drops  to  a  gallon  of  water — is  so  small  that  even 
the  thirstiest  angler  need  not  grudge  it.  Dr.  Billard 
does  not  mention  whether  the  fish  pre'er  Scotch  or 
Irish,  pot  still  or  patent  still,  so  that  this  is  a  point 
that  may  be  left  to  individual  taste. 


''  Br'er  Thomas  wuz  always  singin"  dat  song 
bout  '  De  Yuther  side  to  Jordan,'  hut  \ou  orter 
heerd  him  when  de  doctor  inV  jiim  liis  time  had 
come  ter  go  dar."  "  What  he  say  ilen  ?  "  "  Bel- 
lowed lak  a  bull,  en  hollered  :  '  1  ean't  swim  a  lick. 
I  never  did  take  no  swimmin'  {esmus.'"— Atlanta 
Constitution. 


Unseasonable  Fish. 

That  the  objection  to  taking  fish  out  of  season  is 
not  merely  an  economic  one  is  clearly  shown  by  the 
following  analyses  of  the  flesh  of  the  salmon  pub- 
lished in  the  last  issue  of  the  Deutsche  Angler-Zeitung. 
Before  spawning  the  flesh  contains  18|  per  cent, 
of  fat,  1 6^  per  cent,  of  albumen,  and  60  per  cent, 
of  water,  whereas,  after  spawning,  there  remains 
only  1 J  per  cent,  of  fat,  and  the  albumen  and  water 
have  increased  to  17  per  cent,  and  80  per  cent, 
respectively.  This  naturally  means  a  very  serious 
deterioration  both  in  flavour  and  in  nutritive 
qualities. 


A  New  Bait  for  Grayling. 

A  correspondent  of  the  Allgemeine  Fischerei- 
Zeitung  suggests  bacon-rind  as  a  new  bait  for 
grayling.  In  the  stomach  of  a  IJlb.  fish  recently 
caught  and  opened  by  him  he  found,  among  other 
things,  such  as  worms,  grubs  and  grasshoppers, 
three  pieces  of  undigested  bacon-rind,  the  largest  of 
them  being  half  an  inch  square  by  one-eighth  of 
an  inch  thiclt.  This  new  bait  has  the  merit  of 
being  easy  to  pri^cure. 


What  Makes  the  Kettle  "  Sing"  ? 

The  teacher  thought  she  had  really  made  an 
impression  on  her  class.  "  You  have  seen  with 
the  microscope  the  many  little  creatures  which  exist 
in  a  glass  of  water.  What  have  you  learned  about 
them  ?  "  One  of  the  little  girls  held  up  her  hand. 
"  Well,  Mary  '!  "  "  If  you  please,  teacher,  I  knov\ 
now  what  makes  the  kettle  sing  when  the  water 
begins  to  boil.  It's  thosa  little  animals  squealing  for 
pain  !  "  Dragnet. 
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Provincial  flfigling  |lotes. 

To  guarantee  mscrtion,  cojnj  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  tvenincj's  post. 

1  ^   

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  had  a  good  number  of  rods  out  during  tlie 
lolidays  on  all  our  local  rivers.  On  the  Severn,  in 
he  Hampton  Lode  district,  some  fair  sport  has 
leen  had  with  the  chub  and  roach,  two  of  our 
Birmingham  anglers  having  brought  home  some 
;ood  baskets  of  roach,  taken  with  the  small  red 
vorm.  The  members  of  the  Bridgnorth  Angling 
Society  fished  their  usual  Boxing  Day  contest  on 
he  Severn,  and  met  with  good  sport.  The  contest 
vas  a  roving  one,  of  four  hours'  duration,  nearly  the 
vhole  of  the  members  competing.  The  first  prize 
vnd  challenge  cup  were  won  by  Mr.  T.  Lloyd  with 
ilb.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  W.  Dipple,  second,  51b.  15|oz.  There 
vere  a  dozen  prize  winners,  the  lowest  weight 
aking  a  prize  being  21b.  Joz.  Mr.  J  Head  took  a 
pecial  prize  with  a  chub  of  21b.  1  Joz.  This  is  good 
port  for  the  Severn  for  the  time  of  year  and  the 
vintry  surroundings.  Some  few  small  pike  have 
)een  .taken  from  the  Severn,  and  in  the  Fladbury 
listrict,  on  the  Avon.  But  we  are  now  in  the 
lands  of  King  Frost,  all  our  pools  and  canals, 
ogether  with  the  minor  streams,  being  frozen  over, 
ind  skating  was  indulged  in  on  Friday,  Saturday, 
.nd  Sunday  last ;  but  early  on  Monday  morning  a 
haw  of  remarkable  rapidity  set  in,  with  heavy  rain. 
?his  has  put  an  end  to  the  skating,  but  it  will  be 
ome  days  before  the  ice  will  be  cleared  away.  The 
)roposal  to  license  coarse  fish  anglers  on  the  Severn, 

0  far  as  I  can  learn,  is  approved  of  by  a  large 
lumber  of  our  Birmingham  anglers  who  are  in  the 
labit  of  fishing  the  river  and  those  who  belong  to 
iubs  who  do  not  rent  private  water  ;  but  some  of 
>ur  clubs  who  only  use  the  river  for  contest  pur- 
loses  raise  an  objection  to  take  out  a  licence  merely 
or  fishing  upon  one  or  twr,  occasions.  But  this 
aay  be  overcome  by  making  a  small  charge  per 
ead  upon  clubs  who  fish  the  river  only  upon  these 
pecial  occasions.  I  think  there  will  be  no  di'ficulty 

1  getting  the  Board  to  adopt  this  system.  The 
t.  Paul's  Society  had  a  jolly  time  of  it  during  the 
olidays,  their  annual  ball  and  concert,  which  were 
eld  on  Dec.  2G  and  27,  being  again  great  successes, 
'heir  large  room  was  upon  both  occasions  crowded, 
!ie  result  b^ing  that  the  club's  prize  and  water  iund 
'ill  reap  a  great  financial  benefit. 


ROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Angling  pursuits  have  been  considerably  restricted 
1  the  Fen  district  in  conse  juence  of  the  great  frost, 
lost  of  the  watercourses  have  been  frozen  up,  yet 
.  has  been  possible  to  fish  for  roach,  and  those  who 
ave  broken  holes  in  the  ice  have  had  their  strate- 
ies  rewarded  by  some  capital  bags.  The  sudden 
reak  up  of  tlie  weather  on  Jan.  6,  however,  has 
ut  an  entirely  diPferent  complexion  upon  the  pro- 
Dects.  Never  before,  perhaps,  did  such  arctic 
eather  disperse  so  rapidly — in  fact,  the  tempera- 
ire  in  Lincolnshire  is  said  to  have  jumped  up  from 
Meg.  Fah.  to  44deg.  in  less  than  eight  hours, 
mall  wonder,  therefore,  that  all  traces  of  the  frost 
id  almost  disappeared  at  the  time  of  wiiting 
Tuesday  evening),  and  sport  was  then  being  pretty 
Jnerally  resumed.  Up  to  Jan.  3  roach-fishing, 
)th  on  the  Witham  and  Forty-foot,  was  pursued 
ith  considerable  ^■igou^.  The  favourite  resorts, 
loh  as  Bardney,  liirkstead,  and  Dogdyke,  con- 
nued  to  yield  some  remarkably  good  fish.  Trol- 
ig,  too,  was  being  prosecuted  with  great  success, 
ipecially  on  the  Forty-foot,  where  pike  weighing 
J.to  101b.  were  killed  before  the  frost  set  in. 


FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  few  anglers  visited  the  top  stretches  of  the 
Lver  Hull  last  week,  and  did  lairly  well  amongst 
ach.  A  little  sport  was  also  met  with  on  the 
•iHeld  Canal  at  Wans'ord,  Snakeholme  and  Brig- 
.m.  Odd  pike  of  fair  size  were  also  secnred  in 
me  of  the  trib  taries  ;  but  this  week  the  weather 
s  been  very  stormy  and  much  rain  has  fallen, 
asequently  the  river  and  most  of  the  of  er  waters 
3  in  a  flooded  condition.  The  Yorkshire  Fishery 
lard  have  granted  the  Hull  Preservation  Society  a 
lall  consignment  of  two-year-old  trout,  which  will 

placed  in  the  river  on  receipt  thereof.  At  the 
nual  meeting  of  the  Hull  Preservation  Society 
'.  J.  Dickinson  was  re-elected  to  the  presidential 
iir,  to  be  assisted  in  the  vice-chairs  by  Messrs. 

E.  Holmes  and  R.  Graves;  treasurer,  Mr.  F. 
iinston;  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  W.  E.  Hay;  and 
istables,  Messrs.  G.  Skew  and  J.  Jones.  The 
-rket  Weighton  Canal  Committee  met  on  Monday 
>ning  to  arrange  matters  for  the  coming  season.  I 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

In  Bolton  temperance  anglers  are  evidently 
numerous,  if  figures  go  for  anything.  A  prominent 
official  writes:  "Out  of  the  last  ten  clubs  making 
application  for  membership  in  the  Bolton  Anglers' 
Association  eight  hold  their  meetings  on  unlicensed 
premises."  The  Stockport  County  Anglers'  Associ- 
ation have  lost  no  time  in  getting  to  work.  On 
Jan.  7  they  had  the  first  general  meeting,  and  next 
Monday  will  hold  their  anniversary  dinner.  Liver- 
pool anglers  have  been  busy  during  the  holidays, 
but  this  is  nothing  new  for  such  a  hardy  lot,  in  fact, 
it  is  their  usual  practice. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

It  is  quite  evident  that  the  recent  two  brief 
holidays  have  not  afforded  great  pleasure  to  our 
city  rods.  Two  of  the  Ben  Brierley  Angling  Society, 
Messrs.  Reeves  and  Schofield,  have  paid  a  visit  to 
one  of  their  old  chums,  Fred  Seddon,  at  Arddleen, 
and  on  Jan.  1  and  2  did  very  well  with  the  pike. 
They  caught  a  nice  lot,  heaviest  8|-lb.,  and  all  in 
splendid  condition.  A  few  have  been  after  the 
grayling  and  done  fairly  well  fishing  with  maggots. 
What  we  cannot  understand  is  the  prevailing  objec- 
tion to  grayling,  for  they  require  skilful  handling 
and  give  grand  sport.  Apparently  they  get  the 
upper  hand  by  not  being  fished  for  as  much  as 
trout  are. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  frost  was  most  severe  while  it  lasted,  and 
caused  a  thorough  stoppage  amongst  anglers  On 
Jan.  5  the  river  was  covered  with  ice,  and  had 
another  severe  night  ensued  skaters  would 
certainly  have  been  disporting  themselves  on 
the  surface  on  Jan.  6.  Happily,  however,  a 
sudden  thaw  has  soon  brought  things  back  to  the 
normal.  On  Jan.  7  roach  were  in  a  feeding 
humour  at  Wilford.  The  river  was  coming  on  at 
the  time,  and  a?  rain  has  since  fallen  we  are  pretty 
sure  to  encounter  a  rather  big  water.  On  Thursday, 
J  an.  2 — and  a  bitterly  cold  day  it  was — Mr.  F.  W. 
K.  Wallis  and  Mr.  J.  Bailey  caught  over  fifty  roach 
on  one  of  the  upper  private  readies  ;  and  splendid 
s.ort  omongst  chub  was  obtained  by  Mr.  F. 
Gamble  and  myself  at  East  Stoke.  But,  oh,  the 
cutting  wind  !  Roach  were  taken  by  members  of 
the  Rulleston  fishery  off  the  bank  in  Corham's 
osier  bed,  and  Mr.  W.  Griffith  had  a  big  chub  or 
two  from  the  Staythorpe  district.  The  osiers  have 
been  cut  in  the  bed  named,  and  many  of  the  over- 
hanging boughs  have  dropped  into  the  tiver,  thus 
fouling  the  lay-b^es  and  eddies.  Nearly  all  the  ice 
on  the  backwaters  had  disappeared  at  the  period  of 
closing  my  report.  The  change,  needkss  to  say, 
has  been  heartily  welcomed  by  all  classes  of  fisher- 
men, who  pre.er  fishing  to  skating. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Owing  to  the  inclejnent  weather  there  is  very 
little  sport  to  chronicle.    A  rapid  thaw  set  in  on 
Jan.  7,  and  when  the  ice  is  carried  down  the  rivers 
sport  should  again  be  had.    The  armual  meeting  of 
the  Worcester  and   District  A. A.   was  held  on 
Monday  evening  last,  the  pre  ident,'Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs, 
in  the  chair,  who  gave  a  short  opening  address 
referring  to  several  matters  affecting  the  association. 
The  secretary  gave  his  annual  report  and  produced 
the  balance-sheet,  and  the  auditor  testifying  to  the 
correctness  of  the  same,  it  was  adopted  imanimously. 
The  whole  of  the  officers  of  the  past  year  were 
re-elected.    The  only  contentious  business  before 
the  meeting  was  a  motion  by  Mr.  W.  Cary  to  reduce 
the  limit  of  coarse  fish  allowed  to  be  taken  by  asso- 
ciation rules — 7iin.  to  7in. — and  that  4in.  gudgeon 
be  allowed  to  weigh  for  prizes  in  competitions.  The 
chairman  said  the  association  had  been  for  years 
trying  to  improve  the  status  of  angling  and  to 
improve  the  stock  of  fish  in  the  rivers.    This  was 
a  retrograde  proposition.     It  had  been  argued 
that  the  Birmingham  and  other  anglers  came  in 
their  thousands  and  fished  the  river  and  weighed 
in  6in.  fish,  and  local  anglers  thought  their  limit 
ought  to  be  redviced.    He  regretted  Birmingham 
anglers  did  take  immature  fish,  but  two  wrongs 
would  not  make  a  right.    The  secretary  pointed 
out  that  if    the   new   Salmon   and  Freshwater 
Fisheries  Act  was  adopted,  every  angler  would  have 
to  take  a  Is.  licence  and  a  standard  size  for  fish  be 
adopted,  and  the  Birmingham  and  all  other  anglers 
who  fished  the  Severn  and  its  tributaries  would  be 
put  on  the  same  level.    There  was  a  great  deal  of 


"Wet-Fly  Fishing,  Treated  Methodically,"  by  E.  Ji. 

Tod.  New  Edition.  Illustrated.  "  Written  by  a  fisherman  who 
has  practised  the  art  with  phenomenal  success." — Scottish  Field. 
Can  be  had,  post  ftee,  for  (i.v.  id.  by  sending  crossed  cheque  or 
postal  order  to  the  Manager,  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan  s 
House,  Fetter  Laue,  London,  E.C. 


argument  pro  and  con.  Mr.  Bridges  proposAd 
as  an  amendment  that  the  rules  remain  as 
they  are  at  present  until  the  matter  of  the  size  of 
fish  bo  settled  by  the  new  Bill  about  to  he  intro- 
duced. This  was  carried  by  the  casting  vote  of  the 
chairman  only. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Pike  have  been  well  on  the  feed  lately,  and  good 
specimens  were  caught  during  the  holidays.  Local 
rodmen  are  doing  fairly  well  with  this  and  other 
coarse  fish.  Among  the  number  ia  Mr.  G.  Wood, 
who  landed  a  nice  pike  on  the  Foss  bank  near  tho 
village  of  Earswick,  weighing  I31b.  4oz.  It  wa.s 
ta,ken  with  live  bait,  a  No.  3  silk  line  being  used, 
with  gut  trace.  Only  the  most  hardy  rodmen  cared 
to  face  the  riversides  while  tho  bitterly  cold  easterly 
winds  prevailed,  but  when  ((uioter  conditions  suc- 
ceeded, angling  was  enjoyable.  Grayling  as  well  as 
pike  were  on  tlie  feed  whilst  the  dry,  frosty  atmos- 
phere prevailed. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  very  cold  with  severe  frost 
up  to  Jan.  5,  when  it  changed  to  rain.    Since  the 
latter  date  salmon  have  been  generally  arriving  in 
good  numbers  in  the  earlier  waters,  and  the  pros- 
pects for  the  angling  which  opens  on  those  waters 
on  Feb.  1  have  not  been  as  good  at  this  stage  for 
somie  years  past.    A  meeting  of  the  Limerick 
Fishery  Conservators  was  held  last  week,  Lord 
Massy  presiding.    With  relerence  to  police  protec- 
tion  for    bailiffs    at    Kilcommon,    a    letter  was 
read  by  the  secretary  from  Mr.  Dowling,  Secre- 
tary to  the  Department,  stating  that  the  Inspector- 
General  of  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  did  not 
consider  it  feasible  to  augment  the  present  police 
force  at  Kdcommon.    Alter  some  discussion  Mr 
Fitt   suggested  that   the  bailiffs  should  make  a 
declaration  that  they  were  in  danger  of  their  lives 
while  discharging  their  duty,  and  hand  it  to  tho 
sergeant  or  head  constable  of  the  station.  Then 
they  would    have   to   afford    protection  After 
further    discussion,    Mr.    Fitt's   suggestion  was 
adopted    as    a    resolution.    At  the  last  Mallow 
Petty     Sessions,    two    young    men  were  prose- 
cuted  by  the  Local  Inspector  of  Fisheries  for 
having  a  gaff  on  the  River  Clyda,  at  Quarter- 
town,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  13  &  14  Vict., 
chap.  40  ;  and  two  other  young  men  were  charged' 
with  aiding  and  abetting.    The  defendants  were 
convicted,  and  fined  £4  and  costs  each,  or  in  default 
two  months'  imprisonment.    Poaching  appears  to 
have  been  generally  kept  well  in  check.  Sea  angling 
IS  again  suspended  everywhere  owing  to  the  rouch 
weather.    I  regret  to  have  to  announce  the  death, 
on  Jan.  6,  of  Johnny  Brennan,  a  well-known  pro- 
fessional fisherman  of  Waterviile.    He  was  the  last 
surviving  son  of  the  late  Michael  Brennan,  who  was 
well  known  to  quite  a  legion  of  British  anglers. 
Like  his  deceased  fatlier,  Johnnv  Brennan  was  a 
most   successful    fisherman,    and   many  English 
patrons  of  his  will  regret  to  hear  of  his  early  demise 
at  the  age  of  thirty-three. 

Dublin  and  Limekick. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Dublin  Conservators  (Colonel 
Claude  Cane,  president,  in  the  chair),  Mr.  Dodd 
clerk,  submitted  correspondence  relative  to  the 
pollution  of  the  Lifiey  at  Island  Bridge  by  drains 
from  Inchicore,  and  copy  of  a  Bill  bv  the  Corpora- 
tion of  Dublm  to  be  made  to  Parliament  in  the 
ensuing  Session  to  amend  the  representation  of  the 
Dublin  Board  of  Conservators  of  Fisheries  At 
Ballymahon  Petty  Sessions  two  men,  named 
Jenkins  and  Devlin,  were  prosecuted  for  using  eel 
nets  upon  the  Tinnalack  Weir,  co.  Longford  they 
not  being  fully  licensed  to  fish  at  that  time.'  The 
defendants  were  convicted,  and  fined  £6  and  costs; 
and  at  Rathowen  Petty  Sessions,  Bridget  Rowe,  of 
Behabane,  was  prosecuted,  on  Jan.  3.  for  placintr'  an 
eel  net  in  King's  Gap  of  her  fishing  weir.  Defendant 
was  convicted,  and  fined  £5  and  co^ts. 

North  of  Ireland. 
The  rivers  are  all  very  high,  the  week  having 
been  marked  by  much  rain,  which  followed  the 
frosty  weather  of  the  previous  week.    A  number  of 
the  northern  ri\  ers  and  lakes  will  open  for  angling 
on  Feb.  L    These  rivers  include  the  Bush,  Lagan 
the  Glens  of  Antrim  Rivers,  BundufT,  Bundrowes' 
Lough  Mourne,  the  Woodburn  waters,   etc.  At 
Omagh   Petty   Sessions  last  week  Peter  Kelly 
Mullaghmore,  was  charged  by  the  Londonderry 
Board  of  Conservators  with  having   beater  tho 
water  of  Kllyclogherburn    for  the  purpose  of 
captm-ing  or  driving  fish  therefrom.    The  defendant 
pleaded  guilty,  and  Mr.  M'Dermott,  solicitor,  who 
represented  complainant,  said  the  penalty  was  £2 
but  he  would  recommend  that  it  be  reduced.  The 
magistrates  imposed  a  fine  of  £2  and  is.  6d.  costs 
and  recommended  that  it  be  reduced,  and  that 
one-third  of  it  should  be  paid  to  complainant. 
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The  Only 

Efkkctivb 

INSECT 
REPELLER 


ich    is    NOT  GREASY, 
40N-P0IS0N0US.  PERFECTLY 
"HARMLESS,     EASILY  APPLIED, 

pleasant  and  refreshing  to  use. 


Prepoyefi  hy 

FRANK  A.  ROGERS,  327,  Oxford  St..  W. 


PIKE.  ROACH. 


PERCH. 


GOOD  FREE  FISHING 

THE  BEST  THREE  MILES  ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommodation.  Punts,  Baits, 
&c.,  always  ready.  Reasonable  charges. 
Home  Comforts.    Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARP,  HOLYWELL  FERRY.  HUNTS. 

KENNET  VALLEY 
FISHERIES, 

HUNGERFORD,  BERKS, 

Brown,  Loch  Leven,  Rainbow 
Trout,  Grayling,  &c. 

Sporting  strains  for  stocking ;  all  sizes  and 
prices. — Send  for  list  to  the  Manager. 
Telegraphic  Address  :  "  Fisheries,  Hiingerford." 


LONDON  THEATRES. 

RURY  LANE  THEATRE  ROYAL. 

J[iiiiii"ins?  Director,  ARTHUR  CoLMNS.  — 
erv  Dav,  iit  1.30  and  7,30,  THE  BAKES  IN 
I'UE'  wood,  iressrs.  Walter  Passmore,  Harry 
Frairson,  Neil  Kenyoii,  Lennox  Pawle,  Havrison 
Bviiekliank,  Johiniy  TJanvers,  Arthiu'  Conquest  ; 
ifdnies.  Agnes  Eraser,  Madge  Vincent,  Meredith 
Meredro,  Florence  Warde,  and  Marie  George. 

HAYMARKET  THEATR  E— (Lessee  and 
Manager,  Jlr.  FREDERICK  HARRISON).— 
THE  EDUCATION  OF  ELIZABETH,  a  Comedy 
fom-  acts,  by  Key  Horniman,  every  Evening 
0.  Mk.  LOUIS  CALVERT  in  THE  NELSON 
TOUCH,  at  8.30.  Matinees  every  Wednesday 
and  Saturday  at  2.30.  Reserved  seats  from 
6d.   Telephone  Gerrard  3344. 


THE  PLAYHOUSE.— Every  Evening  at  9. 

THE  EARL  OF  PAWTUCKBT.  Mr.  Cyril 
Maude,  Messrs.  Herbert  Sleath,  D.  Davidson, 
John  Harwood,  D.  McCarthy,  A.  Aspland ; 
Mesdames  Alexandra  Carlisle,  Polly  Emery,  Van 
Buskirk,  Madge  Titheradge.  At  8.20.  FRENCH 
AS  HE  IS  SPOKE. 


DALY'S  THEATRE.— Every  Evening  at  8.15 
TBE  MERRY  WIDOW.  Messrs.  Robert 
Evett,  W.  H.  Berry,  Lennox  Pawle,  Gordon 
Cleather,  Fred  Kaye,  V.  O'Connor,  R.  Roberts, 
and  Joseph  Coyne  and  George  Graves  ;  Misses 
Elizabeth  Firth,  Gabrielle  Ray,  G.  Lester, 
Desmond,  Glyn,  Welch,  Dombey,  Irving,  Le 
Grand,  Webster,  Munro,  and  Mis-,  "^ily  Elsie. 


YCEUM  THEATRE.— Every  Day,  at  2  and 
I  7.30,  (irand  Pantomime,  ROBINSON 
_Rl'S()E.  Messrs.  John  E.  Coyle,  Brown  and 
Le  Clerii.  George  Brooks,  Espiuosa.Chas.  Penrose  ; 
Mesdames  Sybil  Ariindale,  Dorothy  Craske, 
Oiiida  Macdei-niot,  Espinosa,  Ethel  James. 


RIGMADEN  FISHERY 

KIRKBV  LONSDALE. 


A DELPHI  THEATRE.— Every  Day  at  2  and 
7.30,  ALADDIN.  Mesdames  Millie  Legardf, 
.avah  Vruliell,  Doris  Dean,  and  Happy  Fanny 
■'ields  ;  Messr-s.  M.  R.  Morand,  Harry  Claff,  and 
Malcolm  Scott. 


FOR  SALE 

YEARLING.  2-YEAR-OLD,  and  Older 

RAINBOW  TROUT. 

For  Prices  apply— J.  K.  Robinson,  Rigmaden 
Estate  Oltice,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 


EARL  OF  DENBIGH'S 
FISJERjES. 

I>ERCH  —A  large  quantity  FOR 
SALE.    Immediate  delivery.    21/-  per 

100;  £9  per  1000. 
Address,    The    Manager,    Earl  of 
Denbigh's  Fisheries,  Holywell. 

BRIMPTON  FISHERY 

Mr.  REAOIMO. 

I  am  now  booking  orders  for  Brown 
and  Rainbow  Trout,  of  all  sizes.  My 
large  Fish  are  reared  in  a  screened 
stream,  and  feed  on  my  floating  fish 
tood,  thus  producing  wild  and  tree-rising 
fish.    Write  for  List— 

P.  GASCOIGNE  FREEMAN. 


KINGSWAY  THEATRE,  Great  Queen  Street 
—  Every  Evening,  at  8.45,  IRENE 
WVCHERLEY.  Miss  Lcn;i  .\sh\vcll,  jXlessrs 
Norman  McKinnel,  C,  M,  Ilalhiiil,  lu  iinis  Kadie 
Henry  Vibart,  Herbert  (  Ip.vmi  ;  Mrsdanic; 
<'ranccs  Ivor,  Mnriel  Wyltord,  Cliristiiie  Silver 
iertrude  Scott,  Nannie  Bennett,  Doris  Lytton. 
l).,r<.thy  Brunt.  At  8.15,  THE  BISHOPS 
ANHLESTICKS.  Mesdames  Evelyn  Hall 
laud  Stewart ;  Messrs.  Henry  Vibart,  Leninioi 
W  arde,  Douglas  Gordon. 


ANGLING 

ON  THE  RIVERS 
BURE  LEA  STORT 

CAM  NENE  STOUR 

CHELMER  ORWELL  WAYENEY 
CROUCH  OUSE  WELLAND 

SEA  FXSHING 

ON  THE 

EAST  COAST. 

CHEAP  WEEK-END  TICKETS  ARE 
ISSUED  EVERY  SATURDAY 

to  Stations  serving  the  aljove  and  other 

Fishing  Resorts. 
For       particulars  write  to  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Line,  Liverpool  St.  Station, 
London,  E.C. 


IVI.  BAKNES, 

Fishing  Tacl^le  Maimer  and  Gut  Importer. 

1,  ST.  SWITHIN'S  SQUARE,  LINCOLN. 

Sole  Maker  of  the  Celebrated  "LINDUM 
Pure  Silk  8-Plait  Fishing  Lines,  which  are 
warranted  not  to  curl  or  kink. 
Roach       ...     Is.  6d.  )     Per  100  yards. 
Barbel      ...     2s.  Od.  I  White  or  Neutral 
Pike  ...     3«.  6d.  {  Green, 

Salmon     ...     4s.  M.  J       on  Boards 
Also  Maker  of  Flax,  Linen,  "Albion"  and 
•Castle"  Lines.    Rods,  Reels,  Tackle,  &c.  Best 
Trout  Flies,  9d.  per  dozen. 
Gold  Medals ;  Paris  and  Liiicoln.  Wholesale 
Retail,  and  for  Export. 


ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY. 

Patron  :  HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING. 
Piesicienl-H.R.H.  The  Duke  ol  Connaught,  K.G 

Thirty-Seventh  Season,  1907-1908. 

ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 

Thursday  Evening,  30th  Jan.,  1908. 

at  8  O'CLOCK. 

STABAT  MATER 

STAMFORD. 

(First  time  of  ncrfoi  niaace  by  this  Society) 
AND  SEI.UrTIONS  FROM 

SRAEL    IN  EGYPT 

HANDEL^ 

Madame   MARY  CO N LY. 
Miss   PHYLLIS  LETT. 
Mr.  BEN  DAVIES. 
Mr.  DAN  PRICE. 
Mr.   HARRY  DEARTH. 

BAND  AND  CHORUS,  ONE  THOUSAND. 
Organist— Mr.  H.  L.  BALFOUR,  MUS.B. 
Conductor-Sir  FREDERICK  BRIDGE,  M.V.O. 

Doors  open  at  7  ;  commence  at  8  o'clock. 
Stalls, 7s.6d.;  Arena,  6s. ;  Balcony,  Reserved,  5». ; 
Unreserved,  4s.  ;  Boxes  from  £1  lis.  6d.  to  £S  ie. 
Galleiy  (Promenade),  One  Shilling.  Tickets  may 
be  had  o{  the  usual  Agents,  and  at  the  Royal 
Albert  Hall.   


WYNDHAM'S  THEATRE. —  Every  Evenur 
at  9,  WHEN  KNIGHI'S  WERE  BOLD. 
\lr.  .Tames  Welch,  Messrs.  .^kernian  May,  Ford 
Lane,  Tully,  Sansljin  v,  Toinkiirs,  Profeit ;  Mmes, 
Helen  Palgrave,  Winwco.l,  (.'ordcU,  Mary  Leslie, 
OHea,  Chippendale,  Tascu-Page,  and  Miss 
Audrey  Ford.  Preceded  at  8.15  by  THE  BOAT 
SWAIN'S  MATE. 


NEW  THEATRE.  —  Every  Evennig,  at  8 
THE  SCARLET  PIMPERNEL.  Fro( 
i-riy  ;  Messrs.  .1.  Carter  Edwards,  Horace 
Hodge's,  Alfred  Kendrick,  Wigney  Percyval, 
Malcolm  Cherry,  D.  J.  Williams,  Frederick 
(lioves,  Walter  Edwin,  E.  Pickering,  L.  Race 
Dunrobin  ;  Misses  Kathleen  Doyle,  Mary  Mac 
kenzie,  Claire  Pauncefort,  Mariim  Sterling,  and 
Miss  Miriam  Lewis. 


ST.  JAMES'S  THEATRE,  King  Street,  Pall 
Mall.— Kvery  Evening,  at  8.40  sharp,  THE 
THIEF.    Mr.  George  Alex.inder  and  Miss  Iren 
\  anbrugh.    Mr,  Sydney  Valentine,  Mr.  E.  Lyall 
Swete,  Mr.  Reginald  Owen. 

DUKE  OF  YORK'.S  THEATRE.  —  Every 
Evening,  at  7,55,  PETliK  PAN,  by  .7.  M 
Barrie.  Miss  Pauline  Chase ;  Mr.  A.  E 
Matthews,  Mr.  George  Shelton,  Mr.  Robb 
Harwood,  Mr,  A.  W.  Baskconib,  Mr.  Charles 
'revor.  Master  George  Hersee,  Mr.  Edward 
Sillward,  Master  Herbert  Hollom  ;  Miss  Sybil 
Carlisle,  Miss  Mary  Mayfi'en,  Miss  Nellie  Bow- 
man, Miss  Winifred  Geoghegan,  Miss  Violet 
Hollom,  Miss  Phyllis  Embury,  Miss  Faith  Celli, 
Miss  Hilda  Trevelyan,  &c.  

COMEDV  THEATRE.— Every  Evening,  at  9, 
ANGELA,  a  farcical  comedy  in  three  acts, 
Miss  Marie  Tempest ;  Messrs,  Allan  Aynesworth 
Eric  Lewis,  Herbert  Ross,  Fred  Lewis,  Ernest 
'osham,  Donald  Calthrop,  Montague  Elphin 
stone,  Drelinconrt  Odium,  A,  Carlaw  Grand 
Fred  Grove,  Horton  Cooper;  Cecil  Rose 
Mesdames  Vane  Featherstcm?  Ethel  Grahame 
Reynolds,  Gladys  Leslie,  Lily  Mclntyre,  Lydi 
Billbrooke,  Aanes  Miller,  Gladys  Storey,  &c. 
At  8  30,  BARCLAY  GAMMON  AND  A  PIANO 


LYRIC  THEATRE. —  Every  Evening,  at  8, 
ROBIN  HOOD.  Messrs.  Lewis  Waller, 
Charles  Rnck,  Herbert  .Jarman,  Owen  Rou,4n- 
wood,  Fredk.  Ross,  Frank  Woolfe,  S.  B.  Brereto  -, 
Shiel  Barry.  Cecil  Cameron,  H.  Vyvyan,  J.  H 
Irvine,  R.  Dennant,  S.  J.  Warmington,  W,  C 
Wilson.  S.  Carpgnter  ;  Mesdames  Evelyn  Millard 
Nora  Lancaster,  Georgie  Edmond,  Helen  Leyton 


APOLLO  THEATRE.— Every  Evening,  at  8.30 
THE  NIiiHT  OF  THE  PARTY.  Mr. 
Weedon  Grossmilh ;  Messrs,  W.  T.  Lovell 
Hubert  Druce,  Henry  Stephenson,  R.  Paig 
W,  R,  Staveley,  F.  H.  Denton,  S.  Smith,  ] 
Arlton  ;  Mesdames  Esme  Beringer,  Roxy  Barton 
Annie  Hill,  Adelena  Balfe,  Margaret  Marshall 
Marion  Ashworth,  &c. 


PRINCE  OF  WALES'  THEATRE.  —  Every 
Evening,  at  8,  MJSS  HOOK  01''  HOLLAND 
Ml'  G.  P.  Huntley,  Mr.  Maurice  Farkoa,  Messrs 
(Jeorge  Barrett,  Herbert  Clayton,  W.  Pringle 
Mesdames  Gracie  Leigh,  Eva  Kelly,  O.  Brogden 
G.  Ivery,  Elsie  Spain. 


last  your  Eye  on  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES, 
for  pd.,  3  doz.  for  2S.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD'WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powers 
— having  no  equal, 
omplete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle, 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 


ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 

(Ihnlei-  Huljnl  Patruiinge.) 

"  BURNS'    NICMX  " 

The  Premier  Grand  National 

SCOTTISH  CONCERT 


JAMES  OGDEN, 

Fishing  Tackle  Maker, 
CHELTENHAM, 

has  a  vacancy  for  an  experienced 

TROUT  FLY-DRESSER, 

Also  IMPROVER. 

Regular  emx^loyment  to  good  hands. 


,S  1  TUlt D.4.Y,  J. IX 

artii 

MISS  PERCEVAL  ALLEN 
MISS  ADA  FORREST 
MDME.ADA  CROSSLEY 
MISS  ESTHER  YUNSON 

MESSRS.  J.  W.  &  k. 

Ac(-ompanist  ■ 

BAND  OF  H.M. 


U.  I  Itr  -jpth,  1908 

MR^  BEN  DAVIES 
MR.RODERICK  MACLEOD 
MR.  THORPE  BATES 
MR.  W.  L  COCKBURN 

^RITCHIE  (VIOLINISTS) 

.Mr.  HENRY  BIRD. 

SCOTS  GUARDS 


Conductor    -       •    Mr.  F.  W.  WOOD. 
Bykinapfnui,wionuf  (.'ol.  F.  W.  R,).nilly,  C.B.,  D.S.O 
Pipers  of  the  Scottish  Clans  Association  of  London. 
Highlajid  Dancing  by  Pupils  of  Pipe-IM  ajor  R,  Reith 

Tickets :  Boxes,  Grand  Tier  (10  seats), 3  Guineas. 
Loggia  (8  Seats),  2  Guineas.  Second  Tier  (5 
Seats),  25s.  Amphitheatre  Stalls  (Reserved),  .5,v. 
Arena  (Reserved),  4.s-,  ;  Unreserved;  Balcony,  lis. 
Orchestra,  2.v,    .\dinission,  Is. 

Tickets  may  be  had  from  the  Hon,  Secretary- 
Mr.  .T.  SOMERVii.LE,  158,  Leadenhall  Street,  E.C.  - 
and  TicKKT  OPPICK,  Royal  Albert  Hall,  Ken 
siiiiiton  Gore.  


QUEEN'S  HALL 

THE  QUEEN'S  HALL  ORCHESTRA'S 

SYMPHONY  CONCERT. 

,   Conductor— Mr.  HENRY  J.  'WOOD. 
Saturday,  Jan.  18th,  190S,  at  3. 


(for  Strings)   Bach 


(ft)  Aria 

(b)  (iAVOTTE  in  E 
Symi'Honv  No.  35,  in  D  (Haffner 

(Kochel  .S8.5)   Mozar 

Concerto  in  G  for  Violin  and  Orchestra  Joachin 

Miss  Marif  Hall. 
Symphony  No.  5,  in  E  minor  and 

major   Tchaikov.sky 

RIDE  OF  THE  Valkyries  (Die  Walkiire)  Wagner 

Solo  Violn-MISS  MARIE  HALL. 

7s.  6d.,  6s.,  2s.  6rf.,  usual  Agents;  Chappell 
Box  Office,  Queen's  Hall ;  and  Queen's  Hall 
Orchestra,  Limited,  320,  Regent  Street,  W. 

ROBERT  NEWMAN.  Manager 


LONDON  BALLAD  CONCERTS 

Forty-Second  Season. 

{Under  the  direction  of  Messrs.  Boosey  &  Co.) 

ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL, 

Fifth  Concert  of  the  Season, 

Saturday  Morning,  Feb.  15,  1908, 

At  2.45.     Doors  open  at  1.45. 
Brtistea : 

Miss  LOUISE  DALE  and  Miss  EDITH  EVANS. 
Miss  MAUD  WRIGHT  and  Miss  DILYS  JONES. 
Mr  WALTER  HYDE  and  Mr.  GERALD  ALLEN 
Mr.  HARRY  DEARTH  and 
Mr,  CAMPBELL  McINNES, 
Solo  Pianoforte;  Miss  IRENE  SCHARRER, 
Solo  Violin:  VECSEY. 
Accompanists;  Mr,  SAMUEL  LIDDLE  and  Mr, 

F,  A.  SEWELL, 
Tickets :  Amphitheatre  Stalls,  68.   Family  Ticket  (to 
admit  I'our  to  Stalls),  2ls.     Arena  (Reserved).  Us. 
Unreserved  Seats,  38.,  28,  and  Is,   Boxes,  £3  38,,  *2  2s. 

"'"'Tickets'at  the  Royal  Albert  Hall  Ticket  Office  ;  Booeey 
&  Co  'B  London  Ballad  Concert  Office,  295,  Regent  St.,W 
and  the  usuid  Agents.    (Telephone  1508  Genard). 


THE  HALF-YEARLY  VOLUMES 

OF  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

Can  be  obtained  from  the  Publishers; 
Price  8s.  6cl. 


WHITE  BROTHERS, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 
OMAQH,  IRELAND, 


H.  JOHNSON,  Gut  Merchant. 

Send  1/-  for  3  SAWIPLE  CASTS,  3  yards  each, 
tapered,  tine,  medium,  and  strong,  and  see 
Quality. 

BEST   SELECTED   DRAWN    GUT,  3,  i,  and  5x, 

13  in.,  2/6  ;  15  in.,  3/- ;  18  in,,  4/-  per  100, 
BEST  UNDRAWN  GUT.  '2x,  fine,  16  in.,  2/6; 

18  in.,  3/- ;  20  in,,  3/6  per  100. 
GUT    CASTS.    FIRST    QUALITY,  1  yard,  1/4; 

2  yards,  2/6  ;  3  yards,  3/6  per  doz. 
BEST    SOLID    PLAITED    ROACH    LINES,  per 

100  yards,  1/6;  BARBEL.  2/-  ;  PIKE,  3/6. 
BEST    NOTTINGHAM    LOBS    AND    BAG.  3/4 

per  1,000.  THE  TRAIIE  SUPHLIKE. 

155,  Waterway  Street,  Nottingham. 


SALMON  FISHING, 

Dee,  Aberdeenshire. 

TO  LET,  Season  1908,  by  the  Month, 
Two  Rods  on  Four-mile  Stretch, 

nclnding  the  well-known  Kinneskie  Beat  and 
Crathes  Lower  Home  Water,  For  particulars 
aiiply  to  the  Secrhtauv,  Tor-na-coille  Hotel 
Company,  Limited,  23,  Market  Street,  Aberdeen. 


■^^■L    HOW  TO  BE  ^  UCCE55FUL 
Posi  free  \  HOW  TO  DREJ5  FLIE5, 
\  HOW  TO  UJE  THEM  . 

Oroerfrom  \  ^jll  TEACH  W.U  / 
HARDY  BROJX/  -       mCJ  C  H.  y 


Pears 

No  impurity  in  Pears' 
Soap. 

Economical  in  use 

It  wears  out  only  for  youi 
comfort  and  cleanliness. 

Sold  in  every  land. 
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"ANGLING  DONE  HERE!"* 


The  following  extract  is  taken,  without  permission, 
from  the  above  really  entertaining  book — "  In  Ten 
Casts. To  quote  a  contemporary,  it  is  "  filled 
^witli  fvmny  anecdotes  tumbling  over- one  another 
in  their  haste  to  be  told."  Fun  and  wit  and  humour 
certainly  pervade  the  "  Ten  Casts,"  but  this  is  from 
the  "  Sixth  Cast  "  : — 

"  If  the  fisherman  has  a  mind  worth  calling  one, 
his  pastime  by  the  riverside  ennobles  him.  He 
holds  close  communion  with  Nature  in  all  her 
varying  moods.  He  sees  her  fickle  changes — her 
smiles  and  tears.  The  true  angler  is  Nature's  devout 
worsliipper,  quite  as  much  as  is  the  artist  or  poet, 
and  you  know  'tis  but  a  step  '  from  Nature  up  to 
Nature's  God.'  He  sees  other  tilings  beside  the 
ever-widening  circles  where  the  trout  has  leapt  to 
secure  some  sweet  morsel,  that  only  a  moment 
before  flitted  gaily  above  the  stream,  embued  with 
vigorous  dancing  life,  and  never  dreaming  for  an 
instant  of  the  tragic  fate  that  awaited  it.  He  sees 
the  sparrows — noisy,  merry  little  chattering  beggars 
— as  they  come  down  to  the  water's-edge  for  their 
morning  bath,  while  they  twitter  their  matins  ; 
and  he  liears  the  full,  SA'eet  note  of  the  old  blackbird 
in  the  copse  across  the  river,  as  he  warbles  his  even- 
song, before  he  closes  his  bright  eyes  and  tucks  his 
yellow  bill  snugly  under  his  feathers. 

"  I  am  forcibly  reminded  of'  a  day's  grayling 
fishing  I  had  last  autumn.  I  was  down  by  the  river 
that  morning,  while  the  hoar  frost  still  glittered 
on  the  blades  of  grass  and  the  twigs,  and  shone  like 
diamonds  on  the  frost-nipped,  blackened  leaves 
that  yet  remained  upon  the  trees,  feebly  striving 
to  liide  the  nakedness  of  the  branches.  The  tall, 
graceful  silver  birches  on  the  opposite  bank  loomed 
gaimt  and  ghost-like  through  the  morning  mists, 
and  the  river  rolled  between  me  and  them,  a  cold, 
grey  flood,  eddying  aM  circling  and  twining  and 
turning  with  as  many  curves  as  you  will  find  in  the 
capricious  curls  of  a  maiden's  tresses.  As  I  stood 
there  on  the  river  bank,  in  the  raw  of  the  morning, 
I  forgot  for  the  time  what  I  had  come  for.  As  I 
watched  the  ceaseless  flow  of  that  never-ebbing  tide, 
I  tliought  of  how  far  down  the  river  of  life  I  had 
already  been  swept.  I  am  getting  on  in  years,  and, 
in  imaginati(5n,  I  could  hear  the  tumult  of  the 
breakers  on  the  not  .very  distant  bar,  and  the  in- 
cessant lapping  of  the  water  at  my  feet  seemed  to 
me  like  th.e  everlasting  beat  of  the  waves  of  Time 
upon  the  shores  of  Eternity.  Then  the  sun  slowlv 
clambered  up  the  other  side  of  the  hill  to  the  east  of 
me,  and  peeped  cautiously  over  the  top  as  if  he  had 
never  visited  that  scene  isefore.  Next  he  mounted 
up  clear  above  the  hill,  a  dull,  red  ball,  suspended  in 
space.  The  mists — the  white  veil  that  toned 
down  the  morning  scene  to  an  exquisite  softness — 
gradually  dissolved.  The  silver  birches  appeared 
more  distinct,  and  the  red-hot  ball  over  the  hill 
yonder  turned  to  a  white  heat  of  dazzling  splendour, 
whicli  the  eye  of  poor  mortal  man  could  not  bear  to 
gaze -upon.  Beneath  the  influence  of  its  warming 
rays  the  whitened  fields  changed,  as  if  touched  by  a 
wizard's  wand,  to  green — not  the  fresh,  bright  green 
of  spring,  when  the  year  is  yet  young,  and  life  is 
joyous,  but  the  darker,  sombre  tints  of  autumn, 
which  remind  us  that  we,  too,  have  passed  the 
heyday  of  our  youth,  and  mvist  ere  long  shrivel  up 
and  fade  like  the  grass  before  the  bligliting  winds 
and  withering  frosts  of  the  Winter  of  Life.  The 
hoar  frost  on  the  trees  melted  into  dewdi-ops,  which 
hung  from  the  branches  and  twigs,  and  I  could 
not  help  thinking  that  they  were  the  tears  the 
angels  had  wept  over  a  sinful  world. 

"  At  noon  I  was  still  there,  when  the  sun  hung 
poised  above  the  meridian.  Chameleon- like,  the 
water  had  long  before  changed  in  colour.  It  was 
no  longer  grey  but  blue — heaven's  own  colour — 
a  deep,  rich  blue,  the  reflection  of  the  azure  above, 
across  which  light,  fleecy  clouds  of  pure  virgin  white 
sailed  lazily  to  join  the  piled-up  masses  of  vapour 
in  the  east,  that  overtopped  the  low  hills  like  the 
dazzling  snow-clad  peaks  of  Switzerland.  The  fish 
were  no  longer  biting,  but  I  was  in  no  hurry  to  quit 
the  scene.  No  more  than  ten  paces  from  where  I 
stood,  a  perky  little  robin  was  wrestling  with  a  big, 
fat,  writhing  worm,  while,  at  the  same  time,  he 
watched  me  suspiciously  out  of  the  corner  of  his  eye, 
as  if  he  was  not  quite  certain  whether  or  no  I  had 
some  nefarious  design  against  him.  A  bright  patch 
of  sunlight  fell  upon  him  through  the  lattice  of  the 
interlacing  twigs.  He  bolted  the  last  inch  of  his 
succulent  dish,  and  then  the  little  chap  gave  a  self- 
satisfied  little  chirp  as  he  hopped  away.  Who 
knows  that  that  chirp  was  not  the  bird's  method  of 
returning  thanks  for  the  dainty  meal  that  had  been 
placed  there  for  him  by  the  hand  of  an  all-wise 
Creator  ? 


*  "  Angling  Done  Here."  By  W. 
London':  Jarrold  &  Sons,  10  and  11 
Price  6d. 


Carter  Platts- 
Warwick-lane. 


"  I  was  there  again  late  in  the  afternoon,  when 
the  sun,  sinking  to  rest,  first  kissed,  then  slowly  dis- 
appeared below  the  western  horizon  in  a  perfect 
blaze  of  golden  splendour,  and  the  slanting  shadows 
lengthened  and  lengthened,  and  grew  less  and  less 
definable,  until  they  lost  themselves  in  the  un- 
certain light  of  the  approaching  gloaming.  The 
long,  drawn-out  lines  of  cloud  in  the  western  sky 
reflected  the  dying  glories  of  the  departing  day. 
I'irst  they  were  irregular  bars  of  burnished  gold. 
Then,  as  the  sun  sank  lower  and  lower,  the  bright- 
ness of  their  glory  faded  and  gave  way  to  a  fiery  hue, 
which  gradually  shaded  off  to  French  grey.  The 
sky,  too,  lent  itself  to  the  general  transformation, 
and  its  azure  hue  gave  way  to  the  palest  of  pale 
pale  blues.  Then  came  the  last  phase  of  the  sunset. 
Tlie  whole  western  sky  was  flooded  with  a  deep, 
ricli,  crimson  light,  and  the  river,  as  it  reflected  it, 
became  a  rolling  flood  of  blood.  That  was  the 
setting  sun's  last  effort.  The  crimson  faded  im- 
perceptibly into  grey.  The  night  vapours  began 
to  rise  from  the  water  to  wrap  tired  natui'e  in  their 
folds.  Tlie  little  robin  had  gone  home  to  his  wife, 
and  the  silver  birches  resumed  their  old  rdlcs  of  tall, 
lean  ghosts,  magnified  by  the  tiny  morsels  of  floating 
moisture.  And  as  the  twilight  deepened,  and  the 
hand  of  the  Almighty  lighted,  one  by  one,  the 
twinkling  lamps  of  heaven,  the  stream  rolled  on  as 
ever  murmuringly  at  my  feet,  crooning  a  lullaby  to 
the  dying  day." 


Xctters  to  the  l£bitoi\ 

IWe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

DEATH  OF  A  NOTED  FISHERMAN. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  sure  that  you  and  many  of 
your  readers  will  hear  with  regret  of  the  death, 
under  tragic  circumstances,  of  Henry  Holdway 
(better  known  as  "Rush"),  the  famous  Thames 
and  Kennet  professional,  of  12,  Union-street,  Read- 
ing. The  poor  fellow  was  catching  bait  on  New 
Year's  Eve  when  he  was  stricken  with  cerebral 
hemorrhage,  and  would  have  fallen  into  the  river 
but  for  a  companion  who  was  in  the  punt  with  him. 
He  was  taken  to  the  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital, 
where  everything  possible  was  done,  but  he  parsed 
away  last  Friday  morning,  having  never  really 
regained  consciousness. 

Rush  was  one  of  the  best  and  cleverest  fishermen 
I  have  ever  known,  and  in  his  time  had  the 
patronage  of  many  eminent  anglers — most  of  whom 
have  now,  alas  !  gone  over  to  the  great  majority. 
He  knew  "  every  inch  "  of  the  Kennet,  the  Holy 
Brook,  and  the  Thames  in  these  parts  ;  and  it  was 
never  his  fault  if  sport  was  not  good.  He  was  one 
of  the  first  bailiffs  appointed  when  I  formed  the 
local  Angling  Preservation  Association  over  thirty 
years  ago  ;  and  never  seemed  happier  than  when 
recovering  stray  fish  after  floods,  or  netting  private 
waters  to  increase  the  stock  in  the  Thame 

Some,  at  any  rate,  of  your  host  of  readers  will 
recall  a  s'cetch  of  Rush's  career  (with  a  capital 
portrait)  which  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
November  23,  1889,  from  the  pen  of  your  old  con- 
tributor, "  The  Judicious  Hooker." 

He  leaves  a  widow  (a  most  deserving  woman)  and 
large  lamily,  with  whom  much  syrnpathy  is  felt, 
as  their  circumstances  are  very  straitened;  and  I 
need  not  say  that  a  little  help  would  be  most 
acceptable  just  now. 

With  every  good  wish  for  you,  for  "  Dragnet," 
and  for  the  Fishing  Gazette  during  the  year. — 
Yours  truly, 

Arthur  C.  Butler,  Vice-President 
,  Reading  and  District  Angling  Association. 


THAT  PECULIAR  AND  MYSTERIOUS  PIKE. 

Dear  Sib, — Most  interesting  are  the  calculations 
contained  in  the  letters  of  Messrs.  S.  S.  Mosspp  and 
Thos.  Brayshaw,  jmi.,  which  were  produced  in  tlie 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  4.  They  make  one  begin  to 
think  that  Mr.  Angerson  has  got  hold  of  some  pre- 
historic monster,  instead  of  a  simple  pike  of  34pb. 
And  to  think  Mr.  A.  should  make  such  a  mistake 
in  weig  hing  this  fish,  seeing  that  he  is  so  extremely 
careful  that  he  actually  measiu-es  his  live-bait 
before  putting  them  on  the  hook,  for  we  read  in 
the  angling  column  of  one  of  om-  local  evening 
papers  that  "  he  took  it  with  a  4iin.  dace."  That 
iin.,  |oz.,  Vih.  seem  to  somehow  jar  my  nerves, 
but  I  suppose  it  gives  a  general  impression  of  careful 
measurement  and  exactness. 

But  where  are  the  letters  from  Mr.  Angerson's 
friends  who  were  "  with  him  at  the  fishing  expedi- 
tion," which  he  promised  us  in  his  reply  to  your 
wire  published  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Dec.  21  ? 
We  again  read  in  om-  local  news  that  Mr.  S.  Fox 


and  Mr.  R.  Burt  wore  the  names  of  these  two 
gentlemen. — Yours  truly,  B.  H. 

P.S. — If  Mr.  Angerson  "  caught,"  or  rather  "  got," 
this  fish  already  stuffed,  I  cannot  see  very  well 
how  he  could  have  weighed  it — can  you  ?  Would 
34.|lb.  bo  the  weight  of  the  stuffed  specimen  ? 

[Another  corrospondcirit  says,  "  I  should  like  to 
ask  any  taxidermist  if  he  has  ever  known  a  fish 
ready  for  the  glass  case  witliin  ten  days  after  being 
caught."  As  "  B.  H."  says,  why  are  Mr.  Angerson's 
two  friends,  who  are  said  to  have  seen  him  land 
this  mysterious  :{4,Ub.  pike,  so  ()ackward  in  coming 
forward  ?  Personally,  I  had  no  faith  in  it  directly 
1  saw  the  faked-up  photograph. — En.] 


FISHING  ON  THE  ROTHER— A  PROTEST. 

Dear  Sir, — Kindly  give  me  space  in  your  wide 
circulating  paper  to  deny  a  statement  made  by  you 
and  others.  You  say  that  1  caught  a  jack  221b.  8oz. 
in  the  Rothor  a  week  or  two  ago.  I  never  caught 
such  a  fish,  the  best  I  caught  was  lOlb.  8oz.,  a  very 
wide  difference.  You  state  that  a  bailiff  told  you, 
and  also  Mr.  Daws,  8e(a-etary  of  the  Rother  Con- 
servancy. I  deny  ever  saying  such  a  thing,  and  I 
think  they  ought  ^to  make  <;ertain  Ijcfore  putting 
such  a  statement  in  print.  This  is  the  third  time 
my  name  has  been  attached  to  wonderful  fish  and 
large  catches,  and  no  truth  in  any  one.  Air.  Daws 
further  states  that  there  are  lots  of  jack,  large  ones, 
only  waiting  to  be  caught.  Now,  Sir,  I  will  give  you 
some  facts.  I  myself,  Mr.  Chapman,  postmaster, 
Bexhill,  Mr.  Reider,  hairdresser,  Bexhill,  and 
Mr.  Saunders,  builder,  Bexhill,  spent  fourteen  days 
each  in  October  on  the  Rother,  between  Roberts- 
bridge  and  one  mile  below  Northiam  (nine  miles). 
We  each  had  a  live-bait  out  every  day  from  day- 
light to  dark,  and  not  one  of  us  had  a  single  run. 
I  will  also  give  you  a  little  information,  and  am  aljle 
to  substantiate  it.  Last  summer  I  was  fishing  a 
hole  one  Saturday,  and  when  leaving  it  ground- 
baited  it  up  well,  and  on  going  out  at  daylight  on 
Sunday  morning  I  found  the  netters  busy  netting 
the  very  place.  The  summer  before  I  had  to  pick 
up  my  rods,  basket,  etc.,  at  2.30  p.m.  to  let  the 
netters  pass  me.  This  was  between  Bodiam  and 
Newenden,  and  I  am  prepared  to  state  and  back 
my  opinion  that  there  is  not  another  river  and 
tributaries  netted,  poached,  and  night-lined  like 
the  Rother. — Yours  truly,  T.  Wright. 

19,  Devonshire-road,  Bexhill-on-Sea. 

P.S. — I  have  had  some  very  fair  days  on  the 
Rother,  but  not  what  I  call  good  days. 

[Perhaps  Mr.  Daws  will  kindly  answer  this. — Ed.] 


IRISH  FISHERIES  LAWS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  in  communication  with 
the  Irish  Fishery  Board  on  the  following  subject. 
I  wrote  asking  if  there  was  any  law  in  Ireland 
against  using  a  gut  trace  to  a  spinning  bait,  giving 
as  a  reason  that  I  preferred  using  gut.  I  also 
asked  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  use  a  wire  trace  attached 
to  bait  of  any  description.  As  fishing  for  pike, 
perch,  and  rudd  is  allowed  in  Ireland  during  the 
close  season  for  salmon,  why  should  I  not  be 
allowed  to  use  gut  or  wire  instead  of  gimp.  I  asked 
the  plain  question,  can  I  use  a  gut  or  wire  trace  ? 
and  I  received  the  enclosed  letter.  I  gather  by 
this  that  if  I  fish  for  pike  using  a  gut  or  wire  trace  in 
a  river  in  which  salmon  are,  I  would  be  prosecuted, 
and  it  would  be  a  matter  for  the  magistrate  to 
convict  me  of  fishing  for  salmon  when  I  am  fishing 
for  pike  jvist  because  I  am  not  using  gimp. 

I  pointed  out  to  the  Fishery  Board  that  many 
famous  anglers  use  nothing  hnt  gut  when  pike 
fishing,  and  I  should  like  the  opinion  of  some  of 
your  readers  who  have  fished  in  Ireland  for  pike 
using  a  gut  trace,  if  they  have  ever  been  molested. 
It  does  not  seem  to  be  known  in  Ireland  that 
coarse  fishing  is  allowed  with  rod  and  line  during 
the  close  season  for  salmon.  I  was  fishing  in  the 
Blackwater  last  month  when  a  policeman,  who 
must  have  been  put  on  my  trail,  came  up  to  me. 
took  my  name  and  address,  counted  my  fish  (I  had 
twenty-one  perch  and  one  rudd),  and  told  me  that 
I  had  no  right  to  fish.  I  took  a  permit  from  the 
Fishery  Board,  which  stated  that  coarse  fishing 
was  allowed.  They  apologised,  and  said  it  was 
all  right.  I  maintain  that  if  the  Fi.shery  Board 
does  not  know  its  own  laws  and  cannot  tell  anyone 
whether  they  can  use  gvit  or  wu-e,  and  leaves  it  to 
the  magistrates  to  settle  the  question,  it  will  be  a 
bad  look-out  for  anglers.  I  should  like  to  know 
what  it  is  to  do  with  a  magistrate  what  a  fisherman 
is  using,  so  long  as  he  is  fishing  fair  with  rod  and 
line,  and  in  the  event  of  hooking  a  salmon  let  it 
be  returned  with  as  much  care  as  possible.  It 
stands  to  reason  that  a  man  who  goes  out  in  broad 
daylight  and  uses  a  reel  that  you  can  hear  nearly 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  away  is  no  poacher,  and  who 
fishes  for  salmon  every  year.    He  is  entitled^to 
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got  a  plain  answer  from  tho  Irish  Fishery  T?oarcl. — 
Yours  truly,  Charles  Dejonge. 

Fermoy,  Ireland. 

r.S. — Since  writing  tlio  above,  I  went  fishing  for 
pike  on  the  Blackwater.  I  was  spinning,  using  a 
spoon  bait.  I  had  only  taken  a  couple  of  casta 
when  a  policeman  appeared  on  the  scene.  He  asked 
me  what  I  was  fishing  for,  and  I  told  him  pike. 
He  then  asked  if  I  was  aware  that  I  might  be  doing 
a  lot  of  damage  to  salmon  spawn  ?  The  piece  of 
water  Ij  was  fisliing  in  is  at  the  back  of  a  small 
island.  Wlien  the  water  is  low  there  is  hardly  a 
stream  on,  but  when  in  flood  a  very  strong  stream 
is  running.  What  I  should  like  to  know  is:  If  I 
spin  a  bait — -say,  two  or  tliree  feet  deep  in  the 
river,  whether  twenty  feet  deep  or  five  feet — am 
I  ruiming  the  risk  of  doing  damage  to  salmon 
spawn  ?  I  was  mider  the  impression  that  spawn 
was  deposited  on  the  bed  of  the  river,  hut  as  I  am 
no  avithority  on  the  subject  I  should  like  some  of 
your  readers  to  give  me"  some  information  on  the 
matter.  If  spinning  distiu-bs  the  spawn,  what 
about  boats  that  are  pulled  up  and  down  and  the 
dipping  of  sculls  or  oars  ?  I  should  like  to  mention 
that  amongst  the  mOitary  there  are  many  anglers 
who,  when  fly-fishing  is  over,  go  out  pike-fishing. 
There  are  many  salmon  rivers  in  tlie  kingdom  owned 
by  gentlemen  who  are  only  too  glad  to  give  per- 
mission to  pike  fishermen  to  keep  the  fish  down 
during  the  close  season  for  salmon. 


TO  "CALVER"  FISH. 
Deab.  Sir, — As  you  are  always  ready  and  willing 
to  answer  any  questions  relating  to  fish  and  fishing, 
will  you  kindly  enligliten  me  as  to  the  meaning  of 
the  old(?)  English  word  "  calvor  "  or  "  calver."  It 
occurs  several  times  in  "  Barker's  Delight  "  : — 
"  Now  we  must  have  two  dishes  of  calvored  trouts 
hot  .  .  .  then  blow  up  your  liquor  with  a  fierce 
fire,  for  the  fierce  boyling  makes  the  fish  to  calvor." 
Then  Cotton,  speaking  of  the  grayling  says — "  for  his 
flesh,  even  in  his  worst  season,  is  so  firm,  and  will 
so  easily  calver,  that  in  plain  truth  he  is  very 
good  meat  at  all  times."  An  answer  would  oblige, 
— Yours  truly,  G.  P.  Henderson. 

Stockport.  ^ 
[One  of  my  daughters  has  fished  out  the  following 
about  calver.  "  Calver  :  To  cut  in  slices,  as  fish. 
V.  n.  To  shrink  by  cutting,  and  not  fall  in  pieces. 
(This  word  is  now  obsolete.)  Calver:  (1)  This  is 
said  of  a  fish  of  which  tlie  flesh  is  fine  enough  to 
cut  in  slices  ;  (2)  to  crimp,  to  cause  to  contract  oy 
to  render  more  crisp,  as  the  flesh  of  a  fish  by  gasliing 
it,  when  living,  with  a  knife." — En.] 


THE  AMERICAN  STYLE  OF  OVERHEAD 
CASTING. 

Dear  Sib, — I  read  in  the  Fislmuj  Gazette  of  Jan.  4 
(page  I)  a  note  about  a  cast  of  seventy-six  yards 
made  with  a  short  single-hand  rod  by  casting 
overhead.  I  think  many  of  your  readers  would  be 
pleased  to  know  how  this  overhead  cast  is  made, 
and  an  article  with  illustrations  would  be  well 
appreciated. — Yours  truly,  F.  Revel. 

[I  gave  an  illustrated  description  of  this  style 
by  Mr.  C.  G.  Levison  in  the  Fishing  Oazctto.  of 
Jan.  2,  1904.  As  other  anglers  also  ask  for  informa- 
tion, I  will  reprint  Mr.  Levison's  article  and 
illustrations  shortly. — Ed.] 

NOT  A  TAY  FISH. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — Many  thanks  for  the  copy 
of  the  Fishing  Oazette  showing  the  photo  of  the 
021b.  fish,  but  why  do  you  call  it  a  Tay  fish  ?  Largo 
Bay,  on  the  Fife  coast,  is  in  the  Firth  of  Forth. — 
Yours  sincerely,  W.  L.  Calderwood. 

[Much  obliged  to  Mr.  Calderwood  for  putting  me 
right. — Ed.] 


A  24lb.  2oz.  PIKE. 
Dear  Sir, — Fishing  from  a  p\mt  on  .Jan.  0,  single- 
handed,  on  a  large  stretch  of  private  water  called 
Fisher's  Pond,  in  Hampshire,  spinning  with  a 
natural  bait  (roach),  I  hooked  and  landed  into  the 
punt  a  pike  meas  iring  44  inches  from  head  to  tail, 
and  weighing  241b.  2oz.  Having  no  gaff  or  landing- 
net  with  me,  I  had  to  play  this  fish  for  thirty-five 
minutes  before  I  was  able  to  lift  it  into  the  punt  by 
its  gills.  The  fish  is  being  set  up  by  Mr.  W. 
Chalkley,  of  Winchester. — Yours  truly, 

H.  M.  Harding. 

INJURED  ROACH. 
Dear  Sir, — As  I  am  a  reader  of  your  valuable 
paper,  can  yovi  give  me  any  information  respecting 
a  roach  I  caught  last  week  ?  I  was  fishing  a  brook 
where  there  are  plenty  of  roach  and  chub  and  a  pike 
or  two,  and  some  perch.  I  hooked  and  landed  a 
each  about  Jib.,  when  I  found  it  had  a  scab  or  a 
sore  place  on  one  side,  about  the  size  of  a  five-shilling 
piece — all  raw  and  bloody.    I  caught  one  like  it 


some  time  ago.  Do  you  think  it  was  struck  by  a 
pike,  or  is  it  a  disease  ? — Yom-s  truly, 

Swindon.  Roaoheb. 

[If  the  wound  is  all  on  one  side,  I  should  hardly 
think  it  was  made  by  a  pike,  but  it  really  is  im- 
possible  to  say  what  caused  it. — Ed.] 

SHELTER  FOR  INSECT  LIFE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  any  of 
your  readers  can  inform  me  if  gorse  sunk  in  a  river 
bed  would  be  a  good  shelter  for  all  kinds  of  insect 
life,  which  act  as  fish  food,  as  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  fish  (oven  small  ones)  would  be  vmable  to 
penetrate  into  the  bushes  on  accomit  of  tho  sharp 
spines.  I  think  some  reference  was  made  to  this 
in  your  paper  some  time  back. — Yours  truly, 

R.  H.  Charleton. 

[We  had  some  accomit  of  Mr.  Murdoch's  experi- 
ment with  bracken  put  into  small  feeders  of  a  lake 
to  afford  co\-er  and  food  for  insect  life.  Gorse 
would  be  good  for  preventing  netting,  but  bad  for 
wading-stockings.  It  seems  to  me  it  would  be  bad 
for  protecting  young  or  other  trout,  as  when  fright- 
ened, and  they  rushed  into  it,  they  would  get 
woupded,  and  wounded  fish  often  get  fungus  disease. 
—Ed.] 


A  TRAGEDY  UNDER  THE  ICE. 

DE.^Jl  Sir, — Wliile  skating  on  Jan.  5  on  the 
Ballast  Pits,  about  a  mile  from  the  city,  I  noticed 
several  youths  digguig  a  hole  in  the  ice  with  a 
pocket-knife.  On  going  to  see  what  was  the  matter, 
I  was  surprised  to  see  two  pike  struggling  together. 
After  a  few  minutes  the  larger  fish  killed  the  other, 
and  proceeded  to  swallow  it,  a  process  which  took 
about  half  an  hour  to  complete.  Although  by  that 
time  there  were  quite  a  dozen  people  watching  the 
tragedy,  the  victor  did  not  move  (after  the  fight 
was  over)  until  he  had  finished  his  meal,  when  he 
slowly  swam  off.  I  do  not  expect  to  see  such  a 
thing  happen  again,  as  the  water  was  only  about 
tliree  feet  deep,  and  the  ice  nearly  as  clear  as  glass. 
The  larger  fish  was,  as  near  as  I  could  iudge,  about 
61b.,  and  the  smaller  one  about  21b. — Yours  truly, 

Lincoln.  p.  Jones. 

[Much  obliged  to  'Mr.  Jones  for  his  interesting 
note.  Of  course  we  all  know_  that  pike  will  eat  pike, 
but  I  for  one  did  not  know  that  a  fish  of  61b.  could' 
swallow  one  of  21b.  in  about  half  an  hour.  I  expect 
it  depends  a  good  deal  on  when  the  fish  had  its  last 
relative. — Ed.] 

NEW  RESERVOIR  IN  THE  LEA  VALLEY. 

Dear  Sir, — The  Metropolitan  Water  Board  have 
decided  to  construct  another  largo  reservoir  in  the 
Lea  valley  between  Enfield,  Ponders  End,  and 
Chingford.  This  reservoir,  when  completed,  will, 
it  is  said,  be  the  largest  entirely  artificial  reservoir 
in  the  world.  Some  idea  of  its  size  may  be  gathered 
from  the  fact  that  its  banks  will  be  four  and  a  half 
miles  roimd,  and  that  it  will  take  2J  million  cubic 
yards  of  earth  to  construct  its  banks.  This  reser- 
voir will  displace  the  once  famous  Fox  and  Hounds 
fishery,  Sewardstone  Mill  Stream,  etc.,  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  when  the  water  is  lowered  the 
fish  will  be  netted  and  placed  in  the  Lea  or  else- 
where. These  waters  contain  a  good  quantity  of 
specimen  roach,  chub,  etc.,  and  Sewardstone  Mill 
Stream  holds  a  good  stock  of  perch,  which  are 
getting  very  scarce  in  the  Lea.  Almost  every  angler 
who  fishes  the  Lea  is  getting  disgusted  with  the  bad 
sport  he  obtains,  which  is  due  not  only  to  the  bad 
weather  but  also  to  the  increasing  scarcity  of  fish 
in  the  river.  No  opportunity  for  saving  fish  life 
and  restocking  the  river  should  be  neglected.  When 
the  last  two  reservoirs  were  built  at  Tottenham  the 
ma'ority  of  the  fish  were  netted  from  Day's  Fishery 
and  Gains'  Water  and  sold  in  the  East  End  of 
London.  I  myself  saw  some  of  these  fish  ne*tted, 
and  among  them  were  some  of  the  finest  bream  and 
roach  I  have  ever  seen.  Of  course,  it  is  no  good 
crying  over  spilt  milk,  but  we  must  stop  our  valu- 
able stock  fish  finding  their  way  to  Petticoat-lane. 
In  conclusion,  almost  every  angler  who  fishes  the 
Lea  knows  the  good  work  of  the  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion in  the  past,  and  this  body,  if  better  supported, 
could  do  still  more. — -Yours  truly,      F.  Weldon. 

A  GRAYLING  QUESTION. 

Dear  Sir, — As  a  trout  fisher,  and  also  as  one 
who  keenly  enjoys  the  few  days'  winter  fishing  that 
I  can  spare  titne  for.  I  feel  much  interested  in  the 
question  of  fjinyliiiu  fishing  in  the  Tweed. 

In  the  Fisliiii,!  (kizrtlc  of  Sept.  21,  1906,  appeared 
a  letter  from  "  J.  M.,"  Peebles,  asking  if  any  of 
your  readers  could  explain  why  the  Peeblesshire 
Angling  Association  permitted  grayling  fishing  from 
April  1  till  end  of  September  and  at  no  other  time. 

There  was  no  answer,  and  the  subject  being 
allowed  to  drop,  I  concluded  that  "  J.  M."  had 
probably  confused  the  dates,  as  you  suggested. 


If  matters  are  as  represented  by  Mr.  A.  N. 
Wilson,  it  is  eertainly  "a  very  extraordinary  state  of 
affairs  to  arise  ia  this  the  enlightened  twentieth 
century. 

Tliat  "  to  permit  grayling  fishing  in  tho  Tweed 
in  the  winter  might  let  in  trout  poachers  "  seems  a 
terribly  far-fetched  and  unsatisfactory  explanation 
of  tliis  very  interesting  phenomenon.  I  enclose  my 
card. — Yom's  truly,  Golden  Crow. 

Edinburgh.  

DRAWINGS  AND  PAINTINGS  OF  SALMON 
AND  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — How  seldom  do  we  find  drawings 
and  paintings  of  salmon  and  trout  which  pleaso  the 
eye  perfectly. 

And  such  remarks  as  "  wooden  "  or  "  frozen," 
"  stiff  as  a  gate  post"  or  "  rigid  as  an  icicle,"  are 
muttered  only  too  frequently,  and  seldom  without 
cause,  when  fish  aio  hiuig  on  the  Line. 

Can  this  not  ho  duo  iu  some  measure  to  want  of 
proper  care  in  tlie  preliminary  steps  ? 

Instead  of  laying  a  fish  down  on  a  level  surface, 
whicii  almost  ensiu-es  stiffness  and  courts  failure, 
would  the  artist  not  do  well  to  spend  more  time  in 
arranging  the  ground  on  which  the  said  fish  even- 
tually rests  during  the  process  of  sketching  tho 
subject.  Modelling  clay  or  any  such  plaster  sub- 
stance would  seem  to  suggest  itself.  The  deft 
fingers  of  the  artist  himself  would  raise  or  depress 
it  here  and  there  till  at  last  the  fish  lay  in  a  position 
at  once  artistic  and  natural. 

In  my  ignorance  (for  I  know  nothing  of  painting 
whatever),  I  may  be  imaware  that  artists  are  fully 
alive  to  all  such  aids,  and  have  used  them  for 
centuries. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  the  fact  remains  that  stiffness 
and  formality  too  frequently  rob  a  clever  picture  of 
fish  of  its  highest  charm,  grace. 

And  what  of  the  taxidermist's  art  ?  How  few 
realise  the  truth  conveyed  in  the  words, 

"  Curved  is  the  line  of  beauty." 
If  some  of  the  many  skilful  photographers  (amateur 
and  professional  alike)  who  read  this  journal  would 
give  my  suggestion  a  practical  trial,  I  feel  sure 
that  the  kindly  Editor,  my  friend  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston, 
would  give  the  best  of  their  efforts  "  bold  advertise- 
ment." As  you.  Sir,  know  that  gentleman  in- 
timately, you  might  give  him  a  hint. — I  remain, 
yovu's  truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 


"  LOADED  LURES,  AND  FLY  FOR  SALMON." 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  paid  my  money  to  fish  as  well 
as  downright  poached  in  Tweed,  and  give  it  as  my 
humble  opinion,  formed  on  this  and  most  rivers 
where  salmon  fishing  can  be  had  for  about  a  couple 
of  crowns  a  day  or  less,  that  when  clubs,  mentioned 
in  Fishing  Gazette,  have  primed  the  Government  as 
to  what  a  salmon  fly  already  is,  and  they  in  turn 
have  held  up  the  legal  torch  to  the  nation  showing 
what  a  salmon  fly  shall  be,  we  fly-fishers,  and 
baiters  as  well,  will  be  in  exactly  the  same  case  as 
to-day — and  so  will  be  the  leadsmen  and  poachers. 
For  can  it  be  seriously  contended  that  anglers  of  any 
sort,  properly  qualified  to  speak,  do  not  already 
know  what  a  salmon  fly  is  ?  They  have  been  made 
and  sold  for  generations  ;  nowhere  on  either  conti- 
nent have  I  seen  lead  used  (unless  for  boat  work) 
except  to  snatch  a  fish  for  some  purpose  or  another  ; 
and  the  percentage  of  double  hooks  used  would  be 
something  per  thousand,  not  hundred.  Now  is  a 
grand  chance  for  the  bait-fishers  for  salmon  to  prove 
to  fly-fishers  that  they  merely  fish  for  sport  ;  let 
them  crave,  together  with  fly-fishers,  the  powers  that 
be  to  limit  them  to  the  use  of  one  single  hook  at  a 
time.  They  will  get  more  "  fish  "  than  the  fly  man 
even  then  ;  if  the  jjowers  accede  to  this  really  sport- 
ing idea,  then  let  them  memorialise  landlords  who 
own  the  "  public  ticket  "  waters  to  only  lease  them 
on  conditions  which  will,  as  far  as  is  humanly  pos- 
sible, penalise  the  leadsman  and  snatcher.  Better 
this  than  all  the  definitions  in  the  world. — -Yours 
truly,  Pull  Together. 


ANOTHER  LARGE  SHARK. 

Dear  Sir, — The  shark  caught  by  one  of  the 
Helford  fishing  boats  on  Thm-sday  night,  Dec.  12, 
as  reported  by  your  correspondent  "  I.  M.,"  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Dec.  21,  deserves  more  than  just 
a  passing  comment.  It  was  to  all  appearances  a 
spinous  shark,  and  a  very  rare  specimen.  I  have 
one  that  was  caught  ofT  here  in  1877  (Jan.  24) 
that  was  about  the  same  size,  naiii(-ly.  7ft.  6in.  long, 
and  four  piked  dogfish  were  found  in  its  stomach, 
and  it  weighed  about  2  Jcwt.  I  see  Couch  mentionb 
several  that  have  been  caught,  and  I  have  two 
hand-painted  specimens,  done  by  Couch,  that  are 
very ,  different  to  the  lithographed  ones  in  his 
book  ;  his  paintings  were  done  from  nature.  1 
have  the  one  above  mentioned  preserved  in  my 
collection.  I  think  the  capture  of  these  fish  should 
be  recorded. — Yours  truly,     William  Hearder. 

{Several  letters  arrived  too  late  for  insertion.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Not  "Playing"  but  "Casting." 

Lieut. -Genebai,  M.  Beresford  writes  to  me  : — 
"  There  seems  to  be  a  mistake  in  the  picture 
showing  the  late  Mr.  George  McCulloch  playing  a 
salmon  {see  Fishing  Gazette,  Jan.  11).  (1)  Where 
is  the  rod  above  the  hand  ?  (2)  Whoever  played 
a  fish  with  his  hands  as  depicted '?  It  looks  as 
though  the  fisherman  was  simply  casting." 

The  rod,  unfortunately,  cannot  be  seen  against 
tlie  background,  and  until  General  Beresford  called 
my  attention  to  it  I  did  not  see  the  angler's  left 
hand,  which  shows  that  he  was  photographed 
when  casting  the  fly.  I  had  hurriedly  put  the 
inscription  on  a  rough  print  without  referring  to 
Mr.  Dowell's  book,  in  which  the  action  is  correctly 
described.  In  playing  a  fish  one  would  not 
often  raise  the  right  arm  so  much,  except  when 
lifting  the  line  to  avoid  a  rock  or  a  floating  log,  or 
lifting  it  over  a  bush. 


"Inky  Boy"— Mr.  Vernon's  Caricature 
and  the  Correspondence. 

"  Dear  Sir, — Be  your  remarks  at  the  foot  of  my 
father's  letter  of  Jan.  4.  I  have  been  able  to  read 
to  my  father  your  astounding  remarks.  As  he  tells 
me  he  has  given  you  carte  blanche  to  say  any 
mortal  thing  you  like  of  him,  I  refrain  from  ex- 
pressing my  own  feelings,  but  we  are  all  astounded 
at  your  unfounded  accusations. 

"  My  father  took  upwards  of  two  years  in  collect- 
ing the  authors'  names  and  other  details  concerning 
several  flies  which  he  described  in  his  books.  All 
the  flies  invented  by  my  relatives,  save  '  Wilkin- 
son '  and  'BOB,'  were  named  by  my  father,  so 
that  it  is  impossible  for  you  to  know  anything  more 
about  them  than  what  he  told  you  or  has  published. 
My  father  still  retains  all  particulars  of  the  flies  in 
question,  and  therefore  the  challenge  you  lay  down 
is  not  only  puerile  but  is  absolutely  beside  the 
question ;  that,  also,  his  patent  lever  winch,  made 


by  Messrs.  Parlow,  dates  back  to  the  time  when 
Mr.  Davies  was  manager  there,  and,  speaking  from 
memory,  the  first  letter  from  the  firm  was  written 
in  1875.  Several  years  after  a  Mr.  lleaton  con- 
sulted my  father  about  a  winch  he  proposed  to 
bring  out,  and  all  the  correspondence  relating  to 
the  winches  is  in  his  hands.  You  aslc  if  my  father 
expects  you  to  go  over  his  books  again  with  a  view 
to  your  pointing  out  something  to  bim.  When  I 
read  this  all  present  were  amused.  My  father  says 
he  neither  wishes  you  to  read  his  books  nor  refer 
to  them  in  any  way,  as  your  previous  references 
have  tended  to  mislead  people.  I  can  imagine  the 
annoyance  often  caused  by  your  editorials  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  but  I  cannot  imagine  you 
dictating  to  my  father  about  any  one  single  item 
connected  with  salmon  fishing.  As  to  your 
objection  to  his  mixed  wings,  he  assures  me  that 
you  are  entirely  wrong.  There  never  was  a  mixed 
wing  made  as  he  makes  it  until  he  discovered  the 
method  and  introduced  it  himself. — Yours  truly, 

"  Jan.  8.  "  Regd.  W.  Kelson. 

"  P.S. — Many  thanks  for  kind  wishes.  The 
pater  is  a  shade  better  to-day." 

Sorry  Mr.  R.  W.  Kelson's  letter  came  to  hand 
too  late  for  last  week.  I  sincerely  hope  that  Mr. 
G.  M.  K.  is  better.  As  he  has  all  particulars  of 
the  flies  in  question  named  or  invented  by  him, 
surely  it  is  not  unfair  to  him  to  ask  him  to 
give  the  dates  of  their  invention  or  time  they  were 
named  by  him,  and  so  settle  the  matter.  His 
book  is  supposed  to  give  the  history  of  certain 
salmon  flies.  I  still  say  some  of  those  he  claims 
to  have  invented  or  named  were  neither  invented 
nor  named  by  him.  In  his  book,  Mr.  Kelson 
claimed  to  have  first  advocated  the  plan  of  "  strik- 
ing from  the  winch."  I  say  it  was  advocated  and 
described  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  long  before  his 
book  was  published.  If  he  can  refer  us  to  any 
writing  of  his  prior  to  the  notes  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  let  him  do  so,  and  settle  the  question. 
In  his  book  he  says,  in  giving  instructions  for 
making  a  Silver  Doctor  :  "  At  this  stage  I  would 
remark  that  the  wings  selected  for  this  type  of  fly 
I  call  '  mixed  wings.'  As  the  pioneer  of  this 
system,  perhaps  I  may  say  without  egotism  that, 
amidst  the  many  changes  which  have  occurred  of 
late  years,  not  only  in  the  formation  but  in  the 
method  of  making  certain  flies,  '  mixed  wings,' 
with  the  exception  of  '  grubs,'  have  met  with  tlie 
greatest  share  of  approval  and  success,"  etc. 

I  say  that  anyone  reading  this,  and  knowing 
nothing  about  the  history  of  the  art  of  salmon 
fly-making,  would  unquestionably  believe  Mr.  G. 
M.  Kelson  claimed  that  he  was  the  "  pioneer  "  of 
the  system  of  making  salmon  flies  with  what  he 
calls  "mixed  wings."  I  proved  when  noticing  his 
book  in  the  Fisldng  Gazette  in  1896  that  very 
beautiful  salmon  flies  with  "mixed  wings  "  were 
made  before  he  was  ever  heard  of  or  thought  of. 
Notv,  in  1908,  his  son  says  that  I  am  entirely 
wrong.  If  anyone  is  wrong,  I  say  it  is  Mr.  Geo.  M. 
Kelson  ;  his  system  of  putting  'a  mixed  wing  on  a 
hoolc  may  be  as  good,  or  better,  than  older  or  other 
systems,  but  to  claim  to  be  the  "  pioneer  of  a 
system,"  because  you  consider  you  have  improved 
something  in  a  detail  of  it,  is — a  fly  of  another 
colour.  I  am  sorry  that  Mr.  K.  seems  to  be 
annoyed  by  my  remarks.  I  am  sure  I  have  done 
him  full  justice,  and  I  will  apologise  with  pleasure 
directly  he  proves  my  criticism  is  wrong. 


Mr.  Angerson's  34jlb.  Pike  is  declared  to  be 
all  right. 

The  following  correspondence  from  Mr.  Anger- 
son  and  his  friends  came  to  me  in  consequence  of 
the  following  letter  from  Mr.  Ernest  Phillips, 
which  I  sent  on  to  Mr.  Angerson  : — 

"  Dear  Sib, — It  is  surely  time  Mr.  Angerson 
came  to  the  scratch  and  told  us  the  truth  about 
his  remarkable  pike.  It  is  one  thing  to  win  fame 
by  the  legitimate  capture  of  a  34Jlb.  pike,  and  it  is 
quite  another  to  indulge  in  a  bit  of  harmless 
buffoonery.  But  the  joke  has  become  stale — like 
the  fish — and  it  is  time  we  knew  where  we 
are.  My  own  interest  in  the  matter  is  personal. 
For  fifteen  years  I  have  compiled  a  list  from  every 
angling  book  and  newspaper  published,  and  I  think 
I  have  the  most  complete  list  in  this  country  of 
pike  over  301b.  What  I  would  like  to  know  is  this 
—has  Mr.  Angerson's  pike  a  right  to  go  in  that 
list  ?  If  not,  a  truce  to  all  this  fooling. — Yours 
truly,  "  Ernest  Phillips. 

"  Lancaster." 


"  llegent-strcet,  Kingswood, 
"  Near  Bristol. 
"  Dkar  Sir,— I  am  writing  to  Mr.  S.  -loncs,  the 
editor  of  our  llris/ol  Evening  Nenjs,  a  letter,  of 
which  I  enclose  you  a  copy  by  same  post.  I 
should  esteem  it  a  favour  if  you  would  kindly  in- 
.sert  the  following  in  your  valuable  paper  :  — 

"  The  various  con-espondence  which  has  ap- 
peared since  my  catch  of  Nov.  19,  1907,  has 
somewhat  amused  me,  and  now,  without  any  com- 
ment on  same,  I  beg  to  state  that  the  pike,  which 
is  still  on  -view  in  my  window,  but  is  not  quite 
ready  for  casing  up  yet,  was  caught  by  me,  and  in 
the  preeence  of  Mr.  S.  Fox  and  Mr.  S.  ]5irt  (both 
of  Kingswood),  and  to  anyone  that  doubts  the 
accuracy  of  my  statement  I  am  prepared  to  deposit 
£20  in  your  hands,  providing  they  deposit  £20 
also.  And  if  they  can  prove  that  my  statement  is 
not  correct,  I  will  forfeit  the  £20  to  any  institution 
you  name  I  in  the  city,  providing  they  will  do  like- 
wise if  they  fail  to  prove. — Yours  truly, 

(Signed)  "  A.  W.  Angerson, 

"  Taxidermist." 

"  Kingswood,  Jan.  14. 
"  Dear  Sir, — Having  seen  the  enclosed  letter 
which  Mr.  Angerson  has  sent  to  you  to  be  pub- 
lished, we  have  much  pleasure  in  substantiating 
his  statement,  we  having  been  present  when  the 
fish  was  hooked  and  landed.  Hoping  this  will 
put  all  further  doubt  as  to  its  being  a  genuine 
catch  at  an  end,  and  satisfy  the  curious  ones,  we 
remain,  yours  truly,  "  S.  Burr, 

"  S.  Fox." 

This  seems  to  settle  the  matter,  unless  anyone 
likes  to  take  up  Mr.  A.'s  challenge :  it  is  fair  and 
square. 

Flies  for  the  Tees  and  Tributaries. 

Mrs.  Peirse,  of  Masterman  Cottage,  Middleton- 
in-Teesdale,  who  makes  very  good  flies,  and  uses 
them  also,  writes  : — 

"  Dear  Sir, — -I  am  enclosing  a  small  advertise- 
ment for  insertion  in  this  week's  Fishing  Gazette, 
and  I  must  thank  you  for  your  very  kindly  notice 
of  last  February,  through  which  I  have  several 
good  customers,  and  from  many  of  whom  I  have 
very  appreciative  letters.  I  supplied  several  with 
the  trout  flies  (hackled)  tied  with  the  feathers  fan- 
wise,  and  think  they  were  fairly  successful. 

"  I  was  very  sorry  not  to  send  you  any  notes 
re  the  fishing  on  the  Tees  in  this  district,  but  my 
health  prevented  me  from  going  out  much.  How- 
ever, I  hope  to  be  able  to  send  you  a  line  now  and 
again  this  season.  We  had  a  fairly  good  trout 
season  and  an  excellent  salmon  season.  Since  the 
Dimsdale  Dam  was  done  away  with,  the  Tees  has 
become-  a  good  salmon  river,  and  we  expect  each 
year  that  it  will  improve. 

"  Wishing  you  and  the  Fishing  Gazette  a  very 
Happy  and  Prosperous  New  Year,  I  beg  to  remain, 
yours  truly,  "  Georgina  Peirse." 


A  Fine  Irish  Salmon. 

Messrs.  William  Haynes  and  Son,  the  well- 
known  fishing  tackle  makers  and  sporting  agents, 
of  63,  Patrick-street,  Cork,  -wrote  to  me  on  Jan.  14 
as  follows : — • 

"  An  exceptionally  large  female  salmon  (kelt) 
was  picked  up,  dead,  in  the  Lee  river  on  Sunday 
last,  Jan.  12,  by  the  local  water-bailiff;  weight, 
50.ilb. ;  length,  49iin. ;  girth,  28^in.  What  did 
this  fish  weigh  when  it  was  on  its  way  up  ?  " 

It  was  doubtless  a  bit  heavier  when  in  spawn, 
although  curiously  enough  Mr.  Sturdy's  Fishing 
Gazette  scale  of  weights  for  lengths  gives  the 
weight  of  a  49in.  fish  as  50  •4321b.,  which  is  very 
close  to  50^1b.  Of  course,  unless  the  measure- 
ments are  very  carefully  made  from  tip  of  nose  to 
end  of  centre  of  tail  raj'S,  measuring  the  fish  flat 
on  a  marked  board,  it  is  easy  to  get  a  bit  out  of 
the  proper  reckoning. 

My  old  friend  of  many  years,  and  Fishing 
Gazette  contributor,  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod,  has  suffered  a 
terrible  blow  in  the  sudden  death,  on  Deo.  17,  1907, 
in  British  Bechuanaland,  of  his  youngest  son, 
Nicholas,  a  fine  young  fellow  of  thirty.  We  owe 
a  great  deal  to  Mr.  Tod  for  his  writings  on  angling, 
and  I  am  sure  he  will  ha\  e  hearty  sympathy  in 
his  loss.  It  was  only  about  Christmas  time 
Mr.  Tod  received  a  cheering  letter  from  his  son. 

1\.  B.  Marston. 
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FLY-CASTING  COMPETITION  IN 
NEW  SOUTH  WALES.* 


On  Saturday  afternoon,  Nov.  30,  1907,  a  fly- 
casting  competition  was  held  by  members  of  the 
New  South  Wales  Rod  Fishers'  Association,  at 
Centennial  Park,  adjacent  to  Kensington.  This 
association  has  among  its  members  a  number  of 
trout  fishermen,  more  or  less  skilful  in  the  gentle 
art.    Unfortunately,  a  stiff  breeze  prevailed,  and 


Messrs.  Gorrick  and  Hall,  once  forty-five  feet  was 
exceeded,  the  whole  body,  legs,  and  arm  were 
brought  into  play,  most  of  the  competitors  pro- 
pelling the  line  by  main  strength,  while  a  correctly- 
timed  switch  of  the  rod,  governed  by  wrist  action, 
would  have  eiiected  the  same  result  in  far  better 
style,  without  any  exertion.  An  up-to-date  cane- 
built  rod  is  made  to  do  this  effectively ;  otherwise 


fifteen  to  twenty  yards  straight  from  hand  to  fly, 
with  the  prospect  of  hooking  the  fish,  should  he 
chance  to  rise,  than  to  propel  seventy-nine  feet 
ten  inches  of  lino  to  no  useful  purpose,  at  con- 
siderable muscular  exertion. 

In  the  first  section  of  the  competition  a  number 
of  hoops  were  placed  on  the  water,  anchored  at 
various  distances  from  scratch,  the  object  of  the 


Photo  bi/] 


in.  K.  Amicrmin. 


Miss  Franklin,  John  Galk  (aged  77  ykars,  ties  his  own  plies,  and  is  the  "Father' 
Trout  Fishing  in  Monaro,  N.  S.  Wales),  ANn  Mr.  Morgan,'  Solicitor  Goulburn. 


^''"'0        .  ,   [U.  K.  A,i,U,:son. 

J.  Paterson,  Joint  Secretary  N.S.W.  Rod 
Fishers'  Association,  Casting. 


there  would  be  no  need  for  an  expensive  outfit,  as 
a  twelve  and  sixpenny  greenheart  or  hickory  pole 
(aided  by  main  strength)  might  just  as  well  be 
brought  into  requisition.  The  action  of  Messrs. 
Goriick  and  Hall  in  casting  the  fly  might  be  taken 
by  the  other  competitors  as  a  lesson  in  correct 
method,  and  while  these  gentlemen  failed  to  win 
in  the  contests,  their  style  and  the  lightness  with 
which  their  fly  lit  on  the  water  were  by  far  the 


caster  bemg  to  drop  liis  fly  in  the  centre  of  each  in 
succession.  Owing  to  the  prevailing  gusty  con- 
ditions, none  of  the  competitors  succeeded  in 
dropping  the  fly  into  every  hoop,  the  end  of  the 
Ime  being  frequently  carried  yards  to  the  right  of 
its  intended  mark  by  the  wind.  Dr.  Maitland 
secured  the  highest  number  of  marks  in  this 
competition. 
In  the  short  distances  a  number  of  the  com- 


P/ioto  by]  ^ 

la.  K.  Anderson. 

Bhamma  Creek,  N.  S.  Wales. 
Artluir  Dilworth  laiuling  a  2M,oimder.    .Joe  Dilwurth  fast  in  a  bush, 
(lour  miles  below  Brindabella.) 
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[U.  K.  Anderson. 

One  Mile  above  Brindabella,  N.  S.  Wales. 


was  a  great  drawback  to  the  proceedings.  The 
exhibition  was  on  the  whole  disappointing  Thia 
was  partly  owing  to  the  wind;  but  very  few  of  the 
competitors  seemed  to  have  acquired  the  art— and 
It  IS  an  art-of  casting  their  line  "straight  and 
fine  across  the  water."  With  a  few  exceptions, 
there  was  too  much  tendency  to  arm  and  body 
work  m  the  longer  casts^ith  the  exception  of 

*  I  think  that  this  is  tlie  first  to"u7namel,t^orthe 
kmd  held  in  the  Antipodes,  and  doubtless  our 
friends  will  improve.— Ed.  F.O.  """ess  our 


most  attistic,  and  in  accoi-d  with  ihe  theory  of  the 
world  s  authorities  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Lindeman,  winner  of  the  long-distance  cast, 
allowed  his  rod  to  come  back  to  a  greater  angle 
than  a  right  angle  to  the  body,  while  his  whole 
body  legs,  and  arm  were  in  play;  and  while 
granting  that  his  fly  fell  further  from  scratch  than 
that  of  any  other  competitor,  it  fell  with  a  splash, 
and  with  three  or  four  yards  of  slack  line  between 
It  and  the  rod  point ;  so  that  in  actual  fishing  it 
would  have  been  a  useless  cast,  as  it  would  have 
been  impossible,  with  go  much  slack  line,  to  strike 
and  hook  a  fish.    It  were  better  by  far  to  cast 


petitoi-s  showed  correct  action,  and  up  to  eight  or 
ten  yards  their  work  was  good,  but  beyond  that 
distance  the  arm,  body,  and  legs  were  brought  into 
action,  and  spoiled  the  chance  of  success,  as  unless 
the  wrist  only  is  used  to  make  the  rod  do  its  work, 
a  long  line  of  fifteen  yards  (or  over)  cannot  be  cast 
"  straight  and  fine  across  the  water."  The  writer, 
schooled  by  an  English  expert,  and  with  some 
years'  experience  in  fly-casting  in  other  lands 
(though  not  until  the  last  couple  of  years  for  rain- 
bow trout),  has  proved  the  above  facts  over  and 
over  again.— H.  K.  Anderson,  in  the  Sydneii 
Mail,  Dec.  4,  1907. 
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EIVEK  THUESO. 


iSTOEAGE 
\ 


OF 


WATER  ON 
RIVER. 


THE  THURSO 


The  Thurso  is  a  large  river  in  winter  and  a  small 
one  in  summer.    This  is  caused  mainly  by  the 


rod  fishing  alone  up  till  the  end  of  May  yielded  no 
less  than  1510  fish  in  1863,  and  a  yearly  average 
for  five  years  from  1803  till  1807,  714  ;  the  yearly 
average  for  five  years  from  1808  till  1872  was  760; 
for  five  years  ending  year  1877,  755,  and  five  years 
from  18'88  till  1892,  480  fish.  From  this  time  on  a 
gradual  decrease  has  taken  place.  The  average  to 
the  spring  of  1907  for  the  previous  five  years  was 


Plioto  by]  ■  [/-..  D,  Malloch. 

LocH  MoEE :  View  showing  Fish  Pass  and  Sluices  on  feont  and  side  op  Main  Wall. 


complete  system  of  drainage  that  has  been  carried 
on  for  the  purpose  of  'grazing  and  increasing  the 
stock  of  grouse.  For  these  two  objects  complete 
success  has  been  obtained  at  the  e.'cpense  of  partly 
ruining  the  iriver.  The  present  proprietor,  Sir 
Tollemache  Sinclair,  Bart.,  as  well  as  his  father 


250.  The  net  fishing  has  decreased  in  the  same 
way.  Sir  Tollemache,  knowing  the  benefits  that 
took  place  from  the  storage  of  water  in  the  Lewis 
and  the  Helmsdale,  was  determined  he  would  try 
to  improve  the  Thurso  in  the  same  way.  The 
advice  of  several  engineers  was  taken,  and  elabo- 


rholo  hy\ 


LocH  Moee:  View  showing  Main  Wall  aceoss  Rivbb  and  Bywash. 


n.  MalliKh. 


efore  him,  has  done  a  very  great  deal  for  the 
benefit  of  his  tenants  by  improving  their  stock  and 
improving  the  land  as  well  as  his  property.  His 
shooting  lodges  are  more  like  palaces  than  lodges. 

The  Thurso  used  to  be  the  most  famous  spring 
river  in  Scotland.  The  following  will  give  a  fair 
idea  of  how  the  river  has  gone  down.     The  spring 


rate  surveys  have  also  been  made  of  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  watershed.  Many  years  ago  the 
lessee  of  the  fishing,  Mr.  Dunbar,  tried  on  a  small 
scale  the  storing  of  water  in  one  of  the  side  lochs, 
which  turned  out  a  failure  owing  to  its  being  done 
on  a  peaty-coloured  loch  and  peaty  ground  below 
the  loch.    When  the  store  water  was  let  out  it  cut 


away  the  ground  below  and  filled  Loch  More  with 
dirty  water,  which  put  an  end  to  the  fishing  for  the 
season.  Mr.  Malloch,  of  Perth,  was  consulted,  and 
he  advised  the  raising  of  Loch  More.  Many  objec- 
tions were  put  forward  against  this  by  old  anglers. 
They  maintained  that  it  would  destroy  the  loch  by 
making  it  too  deep,  but  Mr.  Malloch  maintained 
that  the  present  number  of  boats  on  so  small  a 
loch  (134  acres),  fishing  over  and  over  the  same 
water  many  times  during  the  same  day,  day  after 
day,  shied  the  fish  so  much  and  prevented  them 
from  taking ;  whereas,  if  the  loch  was  raised  12ft. 
this  would  give  over  500  acres,  and  more  than  five 
times  the  area  of  new  shallow  water  to  fish.  For 
the  time  this  scheme  was  abandoned. 

The  next  best  scheme  Mr.  Malloch  proposed 
was  a  dam  higher  up  the  river  at  Dalnaglaton. 
This  is  an  ideal  place  for  a  loch,  where  there  is  a 
narrow  neck,  and  above,  a  flat  about  two  miles  by 
about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  broad.  Plans  were 
prepared  for  this  which  came  much  more  ex- 
pensive, and  the  former  scheme  of  raising  Loch 
More  was  resorted  to,  with  the  result  it  is  now 
completed,  and  at  the  present  time  the  loch  is 
slowly  rising,  and  in  a  short  time  the  water  will  be 
going  over  the  overflow.  The  v/all  is  built  of 
concrete  and  is  17ft.  high  ;  the  sill  of  the  lowest 
sluice  is  lift.  6in.  from  the  overflow  ;  the  length  of 
the  main  overflow  is  310ft.  This  overflow  is  from 
one  to  three  feet  higher  at  the  top  end,  where  the 
inlet  to  the  fish-pass  is.  The  fish-pass  is  200ft.  long, 
12ft.  wide  at  the  top,  25ft.  at  the  bottom.  Besides 
this  width  it  slopes  up  on  one  side  from  3ft.  to  10ft., 
to  contain  the  water  in  a  high  flood.  There  are  three 
openings  into  the  fish-pass  to  enable  the  fish  to 
enter  the  loch  at  the  different  heights  of  the  loch, 
so  that  the  fish  will  have  a  clear  run  into  the  loch 
at  all  times.  The  pliotographs  will  give  a  fair  idea 
of  what  it  is  like.  The  lift.  6in.  depth  covers  an 
area  of  511  acres.  The  quantity  of  water  stored 
will  give  an  additional  sui^ply  of  1,071,051,250 
gallons,  which  will  give  26,776,281  gallons  for  forty 
days,  in  addition  to  the  daily  quantity  coming  in 
As  the  drainage  area  is  58,497  acres,  and  the  annus  i 
rainfall  34in.,  the  loch  may  be  filled  several  times 
during  the  forty  days,  and  extend  the  quantity  over 
a  much  longer  period.  The  benefit  of  this  large 
quantity  of  water  to  anglers  will  be  that  fish  will 
be  able  to  come  from  the  sea  at  all  times  until  the 
supply  is  exhausted  and  the  loch  run  down  to  its 
former  level.  It  will  keep  the  river  in  good  angling 
ply  for  a  period  of  forty  days  longer  than  before, 
and  keep  the  river  more  healthy  and  the  fish  more 
free  from  disease.  The  construction  of  the  dam 
has  been  done  with  considerable  difficulty  owing  to 
the  wet  season  and  a  greater  quantity  of  water  to 
contend  with,  but  everything  has  been  carried  on 
without  a  hitch,  and  to  Mr.  Malloch's  entire  satis- 
faction. He  designed  the  scheme  and  carried  out 
the  work,  the  contractors  being  Messrs.  Stewart 
of  Kinlochiel.  Other  improvements  proposed  by 
Mr.  Malloch  have  also  been  carried  out,  namely, 
the  river  above  the  bridge  at  Thurso  was  nearly 
four  times  the  breadth  of  the  river  further  up  ;  the 
water  running  over  this  part  was  so  shallow  that 
the  fish  were  unable  to  get  up  unless  the  tide  was 
in.  The  river  has  now  been  contracted  into  a 
narrow  channel,  which  will  give  the  fish  a  free  run 
at  all  times.  A.  A. 


AN  UNEQUAL  FIGHT  ON  THE 
BEAULY. 


It  was  on  the  closing  day  of  the  fishing  on  the 
Beauly  for  this  year  of  grace  that  by  the  courtesy 
of  the  lessee  of  the  tidal  or  lower  reaches  I  was 
privileged  to  have  a  parting  cast  on  these  waters. 

Although  there  are  several  very  likely  pools  on 
this  beautiful  stretch,  salmon  are  seldom  taken, 
and  for  this  reason  I  had  fished  with  trout  flies  on 
my  twelve-foot  rod  for  fully  ninety  minutes  and 
taken  three  nice  sea-trout,  two  of  which  were 
beautifully  clean-run  fish  of  l^lb.  each. 

I  had  covered  perhaps  one-half  of  the  likely  part 
of  the  Teamig  pool  when  twice  in  succession  I 
noticed  the  jaws  of  a  big  salmon  open  as  he  lazily 
followed  the  movements  of  a  small  Brown  Dog 
which  I  was  using  as  my  drop  or  second  fly.  On 
coming  ashore  I  found  that  I  had  no  salmon  cast, 
and  that  I  must  depend  upon  my  trusty  twelve- 
foot  greenheart  rod  and  a  fairly  strong  trout  cast. 
I  had  no  time  to  lose,  as  the  tide  would  be  upon 
me  in  less  than  an  hour.  So  affixing  a  goodly- 
sized  double  Jock  -Scott  I  was  soon  fishing  over 
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the  spot  where  the  salmon  had  recently  risen.  He 
rose  greedily  and  was  hooked.  It  needed  but  a 
very  short  time  for  me  to  suspect  what  later  on  I 
was  painfully  convinced  of,  namely,  that  my  fish 
was  foul-hooked.  He  began  to  play  very  easily, 
hut  as  he  felt  the  prick  occasioned  by  applying 
some  additional  pressure  he  made  several  mad 
rushes  up  and  down  the  pool.  I  was  determined 
to  make  the  best  of  it,  although  I  could  not  stay 
these  rushes,  and  had  to  follow  hhn  up  till  on 
more  than  one  occasion  the  water  lapped  over  my 
waders.  When  twenty  long  minutes  liad  sped  my 
fish  took  it  into  his  head  to  come  up  stream,  and 
as  he  passed  within  three  yards  of  me  in  his 
upward  progress  I  saw  that,  giving  due  allowance 
for  the  darkness  of  his  skin,  he  was  a  fish  of  at 
least  121b. 

Twice  ere  I  left  home  I  had  my  telescope  gaft" 
in  my  hand,  something  seeming  to  urge  me  to 
take  it  along  ;  and  I  swore  softly  at  that  cruel 
second  thought  that  made  me  substitute  a  small 
trout  landing-net,  for  what  use  was  such  an 
instrument  to  me  in  my  present  predicament? 
As  Wellington  longed  for  night  or  Bliicher,  so  I 
longed  for  somebody  to  appear  who  would  run  for 
my  gafi" ;  but  it  was  not  to  be.  The  salmon  made 
up  his  mind  to  leave  the  pool,  and  I  was  just  as 
determined  he  would  not  succeed  if  I  could  prevent 
it.  I  was  much  hampered  by  the  weakness  of 
rod  and  cast,  but  I  applied  all  the  pressure  I 
could,  and  just  as  I  feared  I  was  to  be  beaten,  I 
had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  him  yield  and  turn 
down  stream.  As  he  passed  within  a  short  yard 
of  me,  renewing  the  mental  agony  of  the  want  of 
a  gafi"  (for  if  I  had  one  the  struggle  would  soon  be 
over),  I  distinctly  saw  the  hook  in  his  cheek. 
Thirty-five  minutes  had  gone,  and  he  now  tried 
what  I  had  feared  from  the  beginning.  Baffled 
equally  in  his  attempts  to  get  up  or  down,  he 
crossed  over  to  the  other  side,  the  depth  of  the 
water  preventing  me  from  getting  within  twenty 
yards  of  him,  and  made  for  the  piles  fixed  up  to 
protect  the  bank.  If  he  reached  them  the  struggle 
was  over,  and  there  must  be  no  truce.  Twice  the 
trusty  little  rod,  that  once  before  had  taken  a 
ten-pounder  out  of  the  same  pool,  was  successful 
in  averting  danger,  while  I  wondered  at  the  power 
of  the  gut.  He  was  now  visibly  yielding,  and 
with  rod  bent  nearly  double,  I  had  him  half  across 
the  stream  when  he  rose  to  the  surface, 
twisting  his  head  swiftly  and  apparently  angrily 
from  side  to  side  in  his  futile  attempts  to  dislodge 
the  hook  that  stuck  so  tenaciously  to  him.  Baffled 
once  more,  he  paused  no  longer,  but  more  deter- 
mined than  ever  struck  out  in  the  direction  of  the 
piles.  I  applied  all  the  power  which  I  felt  my 
tackle  was  capable  of  bearing,  but  instinctively 
the  conviction  was  borne  in  upon  me,  from  the 
moment  the  fish  set  out  upon  this  last  rush,  that 
he  was  to  be  the  victor. 

V  For  the  rest  it  is  easily  told.  The  fish  reached 
the  piles,  and  getting  round  one  of  the  bigger 
beams  snapped  my  cast  some  three  feet  from  the 
hook  and  was  free.  I  had  no  heart  for  more 
fishing,  and  as  I  reeled  up  and  wended  my  way 
homewards,  I  felt  inclined  to  blame  everybody, 
and  everything  looked  very  black.  Careful  reflec- 
tion has  now  shown  me  that  my  own  omission 
was  the  cause  of  all  the  trouble,  and  determined 
me  that  given  the  same  opportunity  the  result 
will  be  different.  A.  E. 


TEOUT  FISHING 
BALLYSHANNON. 


AT 


When  in  a  strange  countryside  I  endeavour  to 
adapt  myself  and  my  sport  to  the  custom  of  the 
country ;  I  find  it  advantageous  to  do  so.  I 
may — in  fact,  I  do — exercise  such  skill  as  I  jjossess 
after  certain  methods  of  my  own  "  between  whiles," 
and  should  tho»e  methods  prove  successful,  I  pursue 
thtm  as  oijportunity  occurs.  But  I  do  not  force 
thtm  on  the  "locals,"  nor  do  I  parade  the  supe- 
riority of  them  to  mygilhe  or  to  other  anglers  whose 
methods  may  differ  from  my  own.  I  left  off  telling 
new  acquaintances  how  to  catch  fish  long  ago,  and 
went  on  learning  the  art  myself — with  consicloraljle 
benefit  to  my  basket.  There  is  a  lot  to  )je  said  in 
favour  of  local  methods  just  as  there  is  of  local 
lures  ;  therefore,  when  I  landed  at  Ballyshannon 
and  was  assured  by  Jim  (a  capital  fellow  who  was 
deputed  by  the  courteous  manager  of  the  Erne 
Fishery  to  show  me  around)  that  if  I  wanted  big 


trout  I  should  have  to  fish  for  them  at  night,  I 
agreed  to  do  so,  alhoit  I  never  did  and  never  shall 
"  hanker  arter  "  fishing  after  dusk.  Witli  tlio  ])ro- 
spect  of  a  three  or  four-pounder,  and  tlie  possibility 
of  a  six  or  seven-pounder,  deftly  placed  over  rao  in 
Jim's  persuasively  convincing  manner,  I  rose  at 
the  suggestion  like  a  Juno  trout  at  a  Green  Drake  ; 
and  half-an-hour  after  dining  wended  my  way  down 
the  hill  from  the  Royal  and  made  for  the  falls,  where 
my  attendant  was  awaiting  me  with  a  boat — for  wo 
were  privileged  to  fish  the  pool  between  the  bridge 
and  the  falls. 

Earlier  in  the  day  Jim  and  I  had  gone  through 
the  fly-book  together,  and  I  was  quite  prepared  to 
abide  by  his  decision  about  likely  flies,  for  he  chose 
patterns  I  knew  were  Idllers  ;  but  I  was  cather  sur- 
prised to  find  ho  elected  to  use  much  smaller  hooks 
than  I  should  have  thought  advisable.  To  guard 
against  time  being  wasted  in  disengaging  possible 
entanglements— which  seldom  occur  with  me  in 
daytime,  but  might  do  so  after  dusk — I  had 
made  up  half-a-dozen  casts.  Incidentally,  pipes, 
baccy,  and  whisky  were  included  in  the  armament. 
The  patterns  of  flies  used  were :— Tail,  Claret  and 
Partridge ;  first  dropper,  rough  GokU'u  ( )livo ; 
second  dropper,  Black  and  Teal.  The  only  cliango 
available  on  the  casts  made  up  was  March  Brown 
as  tail.  Size  of  hook.  No.  1  (new  scale).  The 
gut  cast  and  gut  attached  to  the  flies  was  fine 
undravsTi. 

The  church  clock  booms  out  nine  as  Jim  ])ushes 
off,  and  the  boat  glides  over  the  oily  surface  of  the 
glassy  water  immediately  above  the  falls  ;  in  mid- 
stream we  anchor,  and  for  some  time  fish  the  likely 
water  around  without  success.  The  pool  is  in  grand 
trim,  and  every  now  and  then  a  sahuon  leaps  from 
the  water,  sometimes  quite  close  to  the  boat  ;  not 
infrequently  two  or  more  fish  are  leaping  at  the 
same  timx).  Jim  informs  mo  this  pool  is  a  rare  ono 
for  "  leppors,"  and.  gives  as  a  rctason  that  it  Is  the 
first  freshwater  pool  the  fish  run  into  on  their  way  up 
the  river  ;  the  water  below  the  falls  being  tidal. 
Half-an-hour's  unsuccessful  effort  and  the  anchor's 
weighed.  Then  follows  a  scries  of  trial  pitches  along 
by  the  wall  in  the  direction  of  the  bridge,  and  about 
half-way  up  the  pool  I  rise  my  first  big  'un.  Loss 
than  a  minute  before  a  huge  salmon  rolled  over 
just  where  tho  flios  wore  ;  for  an  instant  I  thought 
he  had  one  of  them,  and,  at  any  rate,  the  close 
proximity  of  salar  has  so  quickened  my  pulse  that 
when,  at  the  very  next  cast,  my  legitimate  quarry 
actually  does  rise  I  muff  it.  The  shadow  of  a  build- 
ing extends  over  the  watej-,  rendering  tho  darkness 
even  dr.rker  ;  but  black  as  it  is  the  boil  of  tho  fish  is 
plainly  discerned  as  a  huge  fario  turns  beneath  the 
surface.  And  even  before  the  fish  completes  the 
turn  and  dives  below  in  stately  manner  I  have 
Hlinc'k— far  too  soon— and  he  has  had  no  chanco  of 
taking  tho  fly  !  Jim  heaves  a  sigh  as  deep  as  a  well, 
but  says  nothing  ;  I  M\  to  find  language  for  the 
occaskm,  and  disecmsolatoly  gather  in  tho  hue. 
Shade  of  Walton,  that  was  a  trout  !  And  matters 
are  not  much  improved  by  .lim  telling  mo  he  has 
previously  spotted  that  particidar  lish,  and  it  ^iiusf 
weigh  well  over  .5lb.  The  big  'un  is  given  a  rest,  and 
then  cast  over  again  ;  but  wo  see  no  more  of  his 
proud  proportions. 

A  fow  more  casts  as  we  work  up  towards  the 
bridge,  and  presently  the  winch  sen'(-i-hcs  and  I  am 
fast  in  a  fish.  My  mind  has  been  (hselling  on  three 
and  four-poundors,  and  as  tho  reel  sings  out  hope 
leaps  high  ;  but  Jim  knows  better,  and  so  do  I 
after  the  first  rush.  But  he  gives  excellent  sport, 
and  when  at  last  we  got  a  glimpse  of  him— which  is 
not  until  he  is  in  the  net— he  proves  to  be  a  woU- 
eonditionod  trout  of  about  lib.,  with  the  rough 
Golden  Olive  stuck  firmly  in  his  jaw.  By  the  time 
we  reach  the  bridge  ten  o'clock  strikes.  There 
is  a  strong  current  through  the  arches,  so  the 
tackle  is  stowed,  our  united  efforts  force  the  boat 
through,   and   we  shoot   into   tho   broad  water 

above.  ,  ,     ,    ,  , 

Hitherto  we  have  hugged  the  north  bank,  but  now 
we  cross  over  to  the  south,  and  our  wa.y  is  not  free 
from  risk.  Hereabouts  are  shallows  bestrewn  mib 
uely-looldng  rocks,  and  the  water  in  the  channels 
runs  strong  and  quick.  Notwithstanding  Jims 
thorough  knowledge  of  th(;  river,  more  than  onco 
the  boat  scrapes  a  boulder,  and  on  two  or  three 
occasions  rocks  loom  above  the  inky  depths  in  close 
proximity  to  our  craft.  Half-way  across  a  salmon 
leaps  so  close  to  tho  boat  as  to  actually  startle  me, 
and  as  salar  falls  l«xck  into  the  river  wth  a  resound- 
ing thwack,  the  spray  dashes  over  the  arm  1  have 


impulsively  strotehod  out  with  tho  childish  idea  of 
touching  tho  fish  as  it  falls !  Overhead  heav^ 
clouds  have  gathered,  "  darkness  reigns  aroimd,  ' 
and  only  tho  noise  of  tho  rush  of  water  at  tho  col- 
weir  above  us  disturbs  the  solemn  silence  of  the 
night.  Jim's  skilful  manipulation  brings  tho  boat 
broadside  wthin  casting  distance  of  a  big  bod  of 
long  trailing  weed,  which  I  had  marked  down 
in  dayhght  as  a  likely  spot  to  lose  flios  or  fish  in — 
probiibly  both.  Here  half-a-dozen  or  more  trout 
of  less  than  Jib.  weight  are  quickly  hooked  and  as 
quickly  returned  to  their  native  element.  Their 
"  bothering  "  so  upsets  my  attendant  that  wo  decide 
on  a  shift,  and  so  we  approach  tho  water  just  below 
the  eel-woir,  the  homo  of  many  a  big  ono.  A  long 
pull  and  a  strong  pull  against  tho  heavy  stream 
and  tho  boat  shoots  into  sheltered  water  behind 
ono  of  the  weir  piers.  Tho  idea  is  for  Jim  to  steady 
the  boat  in  this  sheltered  water  while  I  cast  to  the 
smooth  water  behind  the  next  pier  ;  then  for  us  to 
shoot  the  strong  intervening  stream  to  tho  water  I 
have  fished,  and  cast  over  that  behind  the  next 
pier  ;  and  so  on  across  the  whole  breadth  of  tho 
rivor,  for  it  is  behind  these  piers  tho  big  trout  love 
to  lie,  and  from  their  shelter  rush  out  for  any  food 
the  stream  may  bring  down.  But  often  enough  thoy 
mil  drop  down  to  feed  at  the  apex  of  tho  triangular 
piece  of  smooth  water  where  two  streams  moot ;  and 
when  they  are  feeding  there  'ware  hawks  !  for 
reasons  to  bo  presently  referred  to. 

Dark  as  it  is  my  eyes  have  got  used  to  tho  want 
of  fight ;  moreover,  the  rod  and  line  I  am  using  are 
old  favourites,  and  I  know  by  the  play  of  tho  former 
what  length  of  the  latter— within  a  yard  or  so— is 
extended.  Therefore  I  have  no  difficulty  in  covering 
the  water  to  my  own  and  Jim's  satisfaction.  But  wo 
fish  right  across  the  Erne  'to  no  purpose,  and  as  we 
reach  the  north  bank  eleven  o'clock  booms  out  from 
the  old  church  tower. 

"If  you  (limt  mind,  sir,"  says  Jim,  "we  will 
try  back  little  further  below  tho  weir,  but  it'll  bo 
taking  all  niy  time  to  handle  the  boat,  so  you  must 
just  bo  easting  at  the  edge  of  the  smooth  water,  and 
whore  the  streams  meet,  as  best  you  can,  and  when 
I  can  get  the  boat  right  for  you." 

And  so  commences  our  troubled  passage  across 
the  Erne,  tho  waters  of  which  from  time  to  time 
catch  our  craft  broadside,  and,  despite  Jim's  best 
efforts,  turn  it  this  way  or  that  way  at  their  own 
sweet  will.  In  midstroiun  I  s(nze  an  ojiportunity 
when  the  boat  is  compiMv.tively  steady  and  send 
the  flies  into  the  apex  of  the  triangular  piece  of 
smooth  water  behind  one  of  the  weir  piers.  Then 
there  comos  up  from  the  depths  a  something  which 
lazily  rolls  to  the  sm  fac<^  — dark  as  it  is  a  big  ])la.ck 
snout  is  easily  distinguisln^d  ;  next,  a  glorious  swirl 
and  the  appearance  of  a  l)ig  black  tail  which  slowly 
sinks  out  of  sight.  (l\\-:i.t  Scot,  how  my  blood 
courses  through  my  x'rins  !  A  head  and  tail  rise 
from  a  trout  of  a  litrtiiuo  !  And  this  tiiu(!  there  is 
no  muffing  it.  As  tho  big  black  tail  disappears  I 
tighten  on  my  quarry  ;  the  hook  is  drawn  firmly 
home,  and  tho  fight  begins. 

Contrary  to  what  might  be  expected,  the  first  rush 
is  not  a  lengthy  one  ;  the  fish  merely  makes  for  tho 
water  immediately  behind  the  pier,  and  there  bores 
down. 

"  Hould  him,  sir  !  "  says  Jim.  "  Mareiful 
heavens,  hould  him  !  Don't  lot  him  got  into  the 
stream  close  up  to  the  weir,  or  bi'cak  ye  amongst 
the  rocks,  for  certain.    Ah,  yc  divil  !  " 

This  latter  exclamation  as  tho  extreme  end  of  my 
taut  hno  is  seen  travelling  towards  tho  stream. 
It's  one  thing  to  say  "  hould  "  such  a  tish,  but  it's 
another  to  do  so.  Fortunatc^ly,  however,  the  trout 
on  entering  the  stream  comes  away  down,  passes 
the  boat,  and  takes  out  fully  twenty  yards  of  addi- 
tional fine  before  stopping  below.  So  far  as  I  can 
see  no  trouble  has  arisen  from  the  slackness  of  Uno 
during  the  preliminary  ]iart  of  this  mameuvre,  and 
my  quarry  is  once  more  boring  awa,y  at,  the  bottom. 
It"  is  Jim's  object  now  to  keep  tho  boat  between  tho 
fish  and  tho  weir,  and  what  would  I  not  give  for  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  bottom  of  the  river  here- 
al«)uts.    Jim  helps  nu-  a  little  in  this  eonn.'ction. 

"  The  blayguard's  in  a  hole  there,  sir,"  he  explains, 
"  and  it's  there  he'U  be  kilt,  I'm  thinldng." 

"  Any  rocks  in  tho  hole,  Jim  ?  " 

"  Divil  a  rock,  sir,  but  there's  plenty  just  boyant. 
Hould  him,  sir  ;  hould  him  !  " 

We  have  approached  within  fifteen  yards  of  tho 
fish,  and  for  a  moment  I  really  begin  to  think  I  can 
"  hould  "  him.  But  I  soon  awaken  to  the  fact  that 
he  is  only  just  beginning  to  struggle  for  life  and 
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liberty.  Hitherto  the  restraint  of  rod  and  lino  has 
been  merely  a  surprise,  now  it  has  become  an 
inconvenience  to  him,  and  with  a  mighty  rush  he 
pisses  the  boat. and  heads  up  stream,  straight  for 
thft  weir !  But  ho  has  travelled  no  more  than 
twenty  yards  past  us  when  he  leaps  from  the  water 
—for  the  first  and  only  time — and  then  once  more 
bores  in  the  direction  of  his  old  shelter  behind  the 
weir  pier.  It  is  a  hard  pull  for  Jim  to  follow,  but 
we  get  within  handling  distance,  and  then  my  atten- 
dant's knowledge  of  the  river  and  skill  at  manipu- 
lating a  boat  are  brought  to  bear  on  the  battle  in 
my  favour. 

"  You  just  hould  him,  sir  ;  the  blayguard's  well 
hooked  or  he  wouldn't  lep  ;  it's  seldom  our  big 
throut  lep  ;  it's  mostly  they  burrow  their  snouts 
in  the  bottom,  the  divils  '.  Just  you  hould  him 
while  I  put  the  boat  below  the  next  pier." 

So  I  continue  to  "  hould  "  him — as  he  has  no 
pirticular  objection  for  the  moment  to  being  hold — 
and  the  boat  is  got  into  the  desired  position  ;  and 
then  I  reaUse  that  it  is  the  position  from  which  to 
play  my  quarry  to  the  very  best  advantage  ;  the 
only  danger  lies  in  the  direction  of  "  round  the  corner 
and  up  the  stream  to  the  weir."  For  fully  five 
minutes  the  fish  bores  away  at  the  bottom  of  that 
little  triangular  piece  of  sheltered  water,  and  if  it 
were  only  daylight  I  really  think  ho  would  be  "  kilt  " 
there  and  then.  Every  now  and  then  there  is  a 
"  jig-jig'"  as  his  troutship  angrily  shakes  his  head, 
but  beyond  that  nothing  only  a  steady  strain  that 
I  dare  not  increase.  However,  the  steady  strain  tells, 
and  presently  I  feel  the  fish  give  way  and  move— 
oh,  joy  ! — towards  me. 

This  is  just  what  we  were  praying  for,  and  now 
another  fortunate  thing  happens.  The  fish  enters 
the  stream  next  to  us,  and  makes  a  wild  rush  down. 
Instantly  the  boat  also  shoots  into  the  stream,  and 
is  recklessly  propelled  after  the  fish,  which,  however, 
travels  more  quickly,  than  our  craft  as  the  whirr  of 
the  winch  plainly  tells.  And  so  to  the  hole  once  more, 
p  nd  as  I  am  assured  there  are  no  rocks,  I  give  my  gen- 
tleman a  Httle  bit  of  butt  that  after  a  few  moments 
makes  him  sick.  Then  occurs  another  wild  rush,  and 
p.n  attempt  to  make  for  the  weir,  but  I  "  hould  "  him 
for  all  my  tackle  is  worth,  and  he  turns  back  to  the 
hole. 

"  Hurroar,"  sings  out  Jim,   "  the  blayguard's 

liOP,t  !  " 

And  beaten  he  is.  He  has  made  a  grand  fight  of  it, 
but  Jim's  boatmanship  has  proved  too  muchfor  him. 
Two  or  three  times  he  is  brought  alongside  the  bo?„t, 
but  as  often  he  has  another  turn  for  Uberty.  Then 
the  end  of  all  comes,  for  his  noble  form  is  brought 
into  view  lying  on  the  surface  of  the  water  ;  very 
ciutiously  i  tow  him  yet  nearer.  Jim  drops  the 
sculls  and  whips  the  net  under  him,  and  there  lies 
his  form  quivering  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat.  He 
h'^-s  fallen  to  the  Claret  and  Partridge.  A  game 
fish,  indeed. 

"  But  he  is  not  so  very  big  after  all,  Jim." 

"  Not  so  big  as  I  thought,  sir." 


In  the  kitchen  at  the  Royal  the  boots  Ls  awaiting 
our  return  ;  he  has  been  down  to  the  bridge  and 
heard  from  our  excited  talk  that  wo  have  a  fish  on, 
so  the  scales  are  ready,  and  my  first  big  Erne  trout 
sends  up  4lb.  3oz.  on  the  other  side. 

Had  that  fish  been  hooked  in  daylight  I  am 
thinking  he  would  have  been  killed  in  much  less 
lime,  but  the  uncertainty  of  his  size  and  the  con- 
ditions of  light  under  which  he  was  captured  were 
agiinst  hasty  measures,  and,  after  all,  the  fight  was 
a  grand  one,"  and  the  playing  of  a  good  fish  is  the 
most  enjoyable  part  of  our  sport.  I  think.  What 
think  you  ?    E.  S.  S. 


SOMETHING  LIKE  POLLACK- 
FISHING. 


Winter  Excursions. — The  Great  Northern  Com- 
pany announce  that  every  Simday  the  popular 
half-day  excursions  to  Huntingdon,  Peterborough, 
Spalding,  Boston,  Louth,  Grimsby,  Grantham, 
Nottingham,  Newark,  and  Retford  leave  King's 
Cross  at  11.30  a.m.  There  are  also  one-day  bookings 
to  Grantham,  Peterborough,  Huntingdon,  Luton, 
and  Dunstable,  and  numerous  stations  in  the  Home 
Counties.  Ev^ry  Saturday,  for  varioiis  periods,  to 
the  principal  stations  in  Hertfordshire,  also  Luton 
and  Dunstable,  and  on  Saturdays,  Januarj'  2.5, 
February  8  and  22,  and  on  March  7  and  21,  bookings 
for  various  periods  between  one  and  eight  days  to 
Nottingham,  Lincoln,  Grimsby,  Leeds,  Bradford, 
Halifax,  Huddersfield,  Scarborougli,  York,  Middles- 


"  Well,  Pat,  what  about  trying  the  islands 
to-day  ?  "  I  remarked  at  a  venture,  as  we  labo- 
riously tacked  out  of  the  little  stonc-wallcd  harbour. 
"  Sure,  'twill  be  time  enough  at  the  turn  of  the 
tide,  and  then  ye'll  do  as  well  there  as  anywhere," 
with  which  inevitaljle  addition  to  his  speech,  to 
provoke  which  had  been  the  object  of  my  question, 
that  hoaiy-headed,  seventy-odd-year-old  diplomat 
Pat  looked  around  him  with  a  contemplative  gaze 
that  a  fortnight  spent  in  his  company  had  forced 
me  to  respect.  Hurriedly  I  gathered  my  legs  out  of 
harm's  way,  but  the  precaution  was  needless,  as 
Pat  spat  vigorously  overboard  on  the  windless  sea 
with  interminable  invocations  that  sounded  like, 
"  Blow  a  cool,  come  little  breeze  !  "  ;  but  with  little 
effect  so  far  as  raising  the  wind  was  concerned.  There, 
four  miles  oft',  looming  large  in  the  blue  fair  weather 
haze  lay  our  goal,  the  islands,  and  here  were  we 
with  the  best  part  of  an  hour  gone  by  and  a  bare 
hundred  yards  of  flat,  calm  sea  between  us  and  the 
pier-head.  Not  thp..t  we  might  not  catch  a  pollack 
even  here,  but  the  chance  of  a  dozen  or  so  was  poor 
indeed  eomp?.red  to  the  wonderful  pollack  grounds 
around  those  islands  so  tantalisingly  far  away.  And 
as  if  to  mock  our  efforts  and  invocations,  a  boat, 
pulled  by  two  brawny  Irishmen,  puts  out  from  the 
harbour,  with  the  obvious  intention  of  making  the 
islands.  In  two  minutes  they  were  level,  and  in  ten 
a  mere  speck  well  over  to  our  desired  objective. 
Hulloa  !  A  tremendous  tug  at  my  rubber  eel,  fol- 
lowed by  another  and  another,  proves  the  presence 
of  at  least  one  pollack,  and  while  with  straining  rod 
I  struggle  with  our  first  victim,  Pat,  with  the  utter 
heedlessness  born  of  oiu-  tremendous  tp.kes  of  the 
previous  fortnight,  gives  his  entire  attention  to 
another  fruitless  tack.  "Now,  Mr.  Corf  e  "—this 
to  my  angling  alter  ego — "  up  with  the  jib,"  whereat 

C  rises  from  ^the  midst  of  an  indiscriminate 

mass  of  rubber  eels,  phantoms,  spoons,  traces,  leads, 
and  such-hke,  to  act  his  part  of  A.B.  under  Pat's 
orders.  My  fish  proved  but  a  little  fellow  of  some 
51b.  weight,  and  soon  disposed  of,  while  a  light 
breeze  maldng  itself  felt  for  the  first  time  helped 
us  now  to  put  a  mile  or  more  between  us  and  the 
pier-head.  Out  here  the  tide -race  made  itself  felt 
very  strongly,  and  while  helping  us  materially 
towards  our  destination,  also  gave  us  a  chance  of  a 

big  bass.  Sure  enough,  the  next  minute  C  ,  who 

had  been  catching  a  mackerel  or  tw;o  on  a  baby 
spinner  and  fly  attached,  had  a  strike' that  bent  his 
stout  split-cane  sea-rod  most  suggestively ;  but 
while  we  were  speculating  on  the  size  of  the  bass, 
the  strain  ceased,  and  on  \vinding  in  the  hook  was 
found  quite  straightened  out.  Then,  as  we  crept 
up  closer  to  the  mile-wde  channel  between  the  two 
islands,  we  began  to  strike  the  pollack.   First  Mrs. 

C  's  rod,  which  was  for  the  moment  unp.ttended 

to,  went  back  with  a  whack  against  the  tiller,  and 
she  foimd  thp^t  the  fierce  rushes  of  a  101b.  pollack, 
helped  by  a  sca-lead  and  a  good  way  on  the  smack, 
was  by  no  means  to  be  trifled  with.  My  own  rubber 
eel,  wound  in  to  within  two  yards  of  the  boat,  and 
spinning  merrily  on  the  top,  to  keep  out  of  Mrs. 

C  's  way,  suddenly  vanished  from  view  in  the 

midst  of  a  swirl  like  the  rise  of  a  big  salmon.  Down, 
down  into  the  depths  jDlunged  that  fish,  and  so 
absorbed  was  I,  perforce,  in  hanging  on  like  grim 
death,  that  it  was  only  by  the  exclamations  I  rea- 
lised that  Mrs.  C  was  still  at  it.    C  himself, 

apparently  left  out  in  the  cold,  was  not  so  by  any 
means,  for  with  a  daring  that  deserved  success,  in 
addition  to  a  black  rubber  eel,  he  had  also  attached 
a  large  red-and-white  fly  as  dropper.  Paying  out 
fifteen  yards  of  line  quickly  his  rubber  eel  was  seized 
at  once  by  a  heavy  fish,  immediately  following 
which  another  pollack  of  equal  size  made  a  meal  of 
the  dropper.  So  there  we  were  all  with  good  fish  on 
in  an  extremely  narrow  space,  and  mth  a  look  in 
Pat's  eye  that  experience  told  me  meant  he  was 
thinking  of  tacldng,  "  just  to  kape  on  the  ground," 
in  which  case,  chaos.    However,  we  succeeded,  all 

of  us — Mrs.  C  with  a  10-pounder,  myself  a 

12J-pounder,  and  C  ,  more  striking  still,  two 

fish  at  once  of  close  on  lOlb.  each. 

In  pollack  fishing  one  congratulates  not  the 
angler  but  his  tackle,  and  I  ventured  on  an  appre- 
ciation of  C.  's  trace,  and  the  method  whereby 

he  attached  his  dropper.    Needless  to  add,  I  had , 
also  put  one  on.  a  yard  above  my  eel,  but  careless- 
ness in  binding  it  on  promptly  resulted  in  a  fish 
carrying  it  off  for  exhibition  to  his  innumerable 


companions.  That  day,  and  others  its  prede- 
cessors, exceeded  anything  I  have  seen  in  pollack- 
fishing,  and  that  is  much.  Gloriously  fine  and 
warm,  with  a  deep  bhu;  sky  over  a  bluer  sea,  jx?rfcct 
air,  and  a  breeze  which,  though  generally  on  the 
light  side,  yet  was  usually  sufficient  to  give  us 
st<!erage  way,  the  surroundings  were  ideal,  and  so, 
too,  was  the  sport.  Fish  after  fish,  in  an  apparently 
interminable  succession,  was  hooked,  lost,  and  some- 
times landed  ;  where  there  were  so  many,  what 
matter  if  the  10  or  12-pf)under  succeeded  in  ridding 
himself  of  the  fatal  rubber  eel  within  an  inch  of 
Pat's  tenacious  grasp,  or  the  outstretched  gaff  in 

the  hands  of  C.  or  myself.    As  likely  as  not  the 

rejected  eel,  without  ever  leaving  the  water,  would 
sink  a  yard  or  two,  give  a  few  wobbl(!S,  and  be 
promptly  seized  "by  another  fish.  Wc  always  found 
the  best  place  was  round  the  edges  of  the  tide-race 
between  the  islands,  and  especially  when  it  was 
slackening.  Then,  for  an  hour  or  two,  there  was,  as 
the  saying  goes,  no  holding  them.  The  incessant 
watchfulness  required,  coupled  with  the  heavy 
strain  of  the  struggling  fish,  made  it  exhausting 
work,  and  when  Pat  had,  for  the  tenth  time,  tacked 
to  bring  us  back  to  the  "  caastle  on  the  little  hill  " 
mark,  we,  all  of  us,  I  think,  began  to  desire  some 
cessation  of  the  stress  of  pollack -fishing.  Besides, 
the  boat  began  to  look  like  a  fishmonger's  shop, 
with  one  difference,  that  we  had  practically  to  sit 
in  it.  It  is  quite  impossible  to  stow  a  quarter  of  a 
ton  of  fish  into  a  small  smack  without  the  occupants 
of  that  smack  becoming  very  much  aware  of  their 
presence  ;  besides  which  every  plank  was  made  so 
slippery  that  any  incautious  movements  resulted  in 
disaster.  Everything,  therefore,  points  to  return,  and 
Pat,  with  a  reflective  expectoration,  jams  the  tiller 
down  and  settles  himself  back  with  what  passes  for  a 
satisfied  grin  on  his  face.  And,  indeed,  he  has  reason, 
for  ^vill  he  not  on  his  landing  yet  further  cement  his 
reputation  amongst  his  fellows  as  a  catcher  of  fish  ? 
True,  the  Sassenach  strangers  caught  them,  but  he 
will  prove  to  his  own  satisfaction  and  that  of  his 
cronies  that  to  him  alone  was  the  credit  due. 
Eighty  odd  fish,  and  good  big  ones,  too,  and  Pat 
dwells  with  glee  on  the  fact  that  his  "  old  "  brother 
Pat  himself  is  a  mere  chicken  of  seventy-three — 
had  hung  round  us  all  the  time  ;  "  I  never  seen  him 
haul  a  fish,"  as  Pat  triumphantly  puts  it.  though, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  I  noted  his  capture  of  several. 
Surely  there  could  be  no  better  comment  on  the 
healthiness  of  the  pursuit  than  to  see  that  old  man 
of  over  eighty  managing  his  sailing-boat  and  catch- 
ing his  share  of  goodly  pollack,  five  miles  off  shore, 
with  the  best  of  us.  'Which  reminds  me  that  this 
hale  old  veteran  was  so  impressed  with  the  amount 
of  our  catches,  and  so  convinced  that  they  were 
due  to  our  using  rods,  that  he  made  a  special  effort 
and  secured  one,  as  well  as  a  "  wheel."  These  he 
brought  to  me,  and  I  gazed  with  astonishment  on 
the  octogenarian's  outfit — an  p.ntique  trout  fly  rod, 
some  12ft.  in  length,  and  a  crank-handled  reel  as 
old,  probably,  as  himself,  about  2|in.  diameter. 
Such  sporting  instincts  I  felt  should  be  encouraged, 
especially  in  one  so  aged,  and  therefore  conservative, 
so  on  our  departure  old  Jolm  was  provided  with  a 
rod  and  reel.  I  should  doubt  very  much  if  any- 
where else  round  our  coasts  is  there  to  be  seen  a 
imilar  spectacle  as  eighty-odd-year-old  Jolm  fishing 
with  rod  for  pollack,  after  a  lifetime  of  hand-lining. 
Our  only  regret  is,  that  when  Johnny  gets  "  stuck  " 
in  a  mighty  pollack,  we  cannot  be  there  to  see. 

M.  R.  L.  White. 

{To  be  continued.) 


BEEAMING  IN  FENLAND. 

"  Come  w  ith  me  for  a  week-end  after  the  bream,'' 
said  Ted  to  meone  dayseveral  summers  ago.  "Where 
to  ?  "  was  my  inquiry.  "  Oh,  never  mind  where  ; 
will  you  come  ?  " — and  having  the  time  at  my  dis- 
posal, I  accepted  the  offer.  Friday  found  us  busy 
packing  up,  and  we  arrived  at  our  destination  in 
time  for  five  o'clock  tea.  Ted,  it  seems,  had  pre- 
viously made  sure  that  some  local  friends  of  his  had 
located  Ahramis  in  good  numbers,  and  on  our 
journey  freely  prophesied  no  lack  of  good  fellow- 
ship, ground-bait,  or  fish.  We  decided  to  put  up 
no  tackle  on  the  Friday  evening,  but  reserved  our 
enthusiasm  and  energy  until  the  following  morning, 
contenting  ourselves  with  a  walk  to  the  water 
for  purposes  of  inquirj'  and  inspection,  and  to  hire 
our  punt  from  the  obliging  bailiff  who  lets  them 
and  a  houseboat  out  on  hire  at  very  reasonable 
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rates.  "  Good  evening,  gentlemen !  "  rang  out  a 
cheery  voice  as  we  mounted  the  fastened  gate,  and 
ve  were  at  once  deep  in  a  discussion  as  to  the 
chances  of  sport  and  tlie  best  place  to  moor  our 
punt. 

Ted  solved  the  problem  by  asking  where  the 
"  King's  "  punt  was  fixed,  and  ordering  ours  to  be 
fixed  alongside.  Let  no  one  think  that  our  own 
"  Teddy  "  is  meant  by  the  above  title,  it  being 
merely  one  facetiously  bestowed  upon  a  worthy 
Waltonian  because  of  his  fondness  for,  and  skill  in, 
breeding  and  managing  a  certain  bait — worms,  to 
wit.  Bob,  the  bailiff,  volunteered  the  acceptable 
information  that  the  "King,"'  Charley  Longpole, 
and  other  jolly  good  fellows  would  join  us  on  the 
following  day  and  Sunday  ;  and  that  we  might 
expect  plenty  of  fun,  both  piscatorially  and  other- 
wise. The  punt  fixed  and  the  spot  weU  baited  with 
potatoes,  bran,  bread,  etc.,  we  betook  ourselves  to 
the  village  a  mile  away,  and  spent  a  pleasant  evening 
among  some  friends  of  Ted's,  retiring  early  as  we 
intended  to  be  out  before  daybreak.  And  so  we 
were,  and  had  our  tackle  in  readiness  before  we 
could  see  anything  but  the  heavy  mist  rising  from 
both  land  and  water.  A  "  plash-plash  "  of  oars 
betokened  the  arrival  of  another  angler  in  a  small 
boat,  and  we  could  just  discern  his  form  as  he  cast 
anchor  in  the  broad  fringe  of  weeds  about  a  dozen 
yards  away  from  iis. 

Soon  the  light  improved  sufficiently  for  us  to  cast 
our  lines  after  the  pint  of  gentles  we  had  tlirowTi 
round  the  punt,  our  No.  10  Modeles  Parfaits  each 
having  a  good  supply  impaled  upon  them.  As  we 
are  disciples  of  the  short  rod,  I  found  that  float- 
fishing  in  14ft.  to  16ft.  of  water,  with  the  shot  2ft. 
from  the  hook,  was  not  the  inartistic  operation  some 
might  imagine,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  a 
perforated  shot  of  good  size,  running  down  to  a 
very  small  one,  fixed  on  the  cast,  would  be  advisable. 
"  Flop,  flop,  flop  "  assailing  my  ears,  I  looked  round 
in  time  to  see  disappear  the  last  of  half-a-dozen 
large  balls  of  ground-bait,  the  contribution  of  our 
friend  in  the  small  boat.  My  inquiry  elicited  the 
information  that,  in  addition  to  the  bran  and 
potatoes,  chandler's  cake  was  largely  used  by  the 
natives  ;  and  I  received  the  promise  of  good  fun 
from  an  argument  Ted  hoped  to  raise  between 
the  "King"  and  aVertain  Dr.  Oldster,  another 
enthusiastic  Izaak  of  his  acquaintance,  on  ground- 
baiting  for  bream.  My  further  attention  to  the 
small  boat  was  attracted  by  a  shower  of  jJartially- 
stewed  wheat  following  the  balls  previously  men- 
tioned, and  I  began  to  wonder  what  kind  of  bait  the 
angler  would  use  on  his  hook  ;  for  you  must  know 
that,  in  my  native  town  of  Slopton,  it  is  rank  heresy 
to  throw  in  wheat  and  to  use  gentles  or  worms  on 
the  hook.  Hence  my  curiosity  was  aroused,  and, 
taking  out  a  pair  of  small  glasses,  I  prepared  for  a 
critical  survey  of  our  friend  and  his  methods.  He 
was  evidently  a  labouring  man,  possibly  on  a  farm  ; 
his  boat  being  an  old  one,  purchased  for  a  few 
shillings  and  patched  up  by  himself  for  fishing  pur- 
poses. He  was  accompanied  by  a  small  terrier,  which 
evidently  had  been  out  before,  for  he  went  ashore  or 
returned  to  the  boat  with  a  minimum  of  disturbance. 
Over  the  boat's  edge  there  hung  a  capacious  keep- 
net,  capable  of  holding  over  thirty  41b.  fish.  We 
were  fishing  with  rods  lOJft.  long.  No.  1  plaited  or 
twisted  undressed  silk  lines,  with  a  9ft.  or  10ft.  cast 
of  4x  sorrel  gut,  but  our  friend's  tackle  was  alto- 
gether different,  as  he  was  heavy  ledgering  with  two 
rods  to  our  one  each.  Gut  formed  no  part  of  the 
outfit,  gimp  being  employed,  three  hooks  attached 
to  foot  lengths  depending  at  intervals  from  the 
strong  and  heavily- weighted  line. 

The  lines  were  thrown  in,  the  rods  laid  down, 
and  the  loose  line  wound  on  to  the  reel,  and  then  out 
came  the  pipe  and  matches,  a  smoke  being  indulged 
in  until  a  4  or  5-poimder  should  attempt  to  break- 
fast off  the  large  lobworms,  inside  which  the  No.  1 
hooks  were  well  hidden.  Stealthily  seating  himself 
in  the  centre  of  the  boat,  a  short  stout  rod  on  either 
side,  our  angler  kept  perfectly  quiet  in  order  that 
the  faintest  movement  of  rod  point  or  of  line  might 
not  be  misunderstood.  His  throwing  in  without  float 
was  a  much  easier  operation  than  ours,  with  the 
float  at  the  rod  end  and  the  shot  well  under  the 
surface,  when  we  stood  erect  holding  the  rod  high 
in  the  air,  and,  if  a  slider  had  been  handy,  it  would 
have  been  used.  But  after  the  first  two  attempts 
the  trouble  in  throwing  vanished,  and  we  could  have 
put  our  bait  on  to  the  opposite  bank  had  it  been 
necessary. 

We  were  not  disappointed  in  the  fish,  for  they 
began  to  feed  well,  and  by  the  time  our  breakfast 


arrived  along  with  ovu'  henchman.  Bob,  and  a  fresh 
supply  of  bran,  potatoes,  etc.,  a  score  of  fisli,  ranging 
from  1  lb.  to  41b.,  occupied  the  wells  of  the  punt, 
several  having  broken  the  fine  tackle,  in  addition  to 
others  which,  as  Ted  put  it,  "  had  only  got  hold 
with  one  hand. "  Our  ledgering  friend,  too,  had  been 
far  from  idle,  a  good  nuiuber  of  nice  fish  having  been 
deposited  in  the  net,  a  fish  on  each  rod  at  the  same 
time  having  occurred  t\\  ice.  Charley  Longpole  and 
' '  His  Majesty,"  with  two  of  their  friends,  had  arrived 
from  the  neighbouring  towni  of  Frutely,  and  had 
akeady  taken  several  nice  fish.  Over  the  ham,  eggs, 
tomatoes,  etc.,  I  discussed  with  Ted  our  methods, 
occasionally  asking  the  opinion  of  Bob,  which  is 
worth  having,  as  he  is  an  expert  angler,  and  knows 
the  water  as  well  as  anyone.  As  to  killing  powers 
there  was  no  doubt  that  the  short  ledgering  rod  and 
stout  tackle  greatly  expedited  the  getting  out  of  fish, 
and  minimised  the  chances  of  losing  any  ;  but  the 
sport  was  deemed  poor  when  compared  with  that 
obtained  from  fish  on  slimmer  rods  and  finer  tackle. 
A  51b.  bream  at  the  end  of  16ft.  or  17ft.  of  line  and 
cast,  and  a  rod  lO.Vft.  to  lift,  long,  gives  an  angler 
some  work  before  he  is  safely  netted,  and  I  soon 
found  how  to  simplify  the  problem.  On  hooking  my 
second  fish  I  first  made  sure  that  the  steel  was  well 
home,  and  then  gently  brought  my  float  w'ithin 
Ted's  reach  for  him  to  liberate  the  slot,  thus  allowing 
the  float  to  drop  down  to  the  shots,  and  giving  me 
much  more  line  to  reel  up  than  could  have  been  done 
"otherwise.  The  three  punts  and  boat  provided  a 
fine  study  for  "  King  John,"  and  his  friends  had 
deposited  various  kinds  of  ground-bait,  bran,  bread, 
potatoes,  greave-cake,  chopped  worms,  maggots  and 
wheat,  on  the  principle,  I  suppose,  of  a  draper  who 
exhibits  a  variety  of  goods  in  the  hope  that  cus- 
tomers may  be  found  for  some.  One  was  ledgering 
with  lobworm,  another  using  wheat,  and  another 
gentles  all  inside  24  yards  ;  while,  close  by,  we  were 
using  gentles  over  bran  and  potatoes,  our  friend  in 
the  small  boat  sticking  to  his  lobworms  and  ledger 
tackle.  But  it  made  no  dift'erence.  Fish  came  to 
all,  though  in  varying  quantities,  tlie  gentle  proving 
about  the  equal  of  the  worm  as  a  lure.  As  the  sun 
rose  higher  the  heat  became  ititen.se,  and  a  s:e?ta 
under  the  grateful  shade  of  a  tent  was  taken  during 
J  the  afternoon. 

Operations  were  resumed  after  a  while,  and  con- 
tinued until  well  on  towards  nine  o'clock,  when  all 
retired  well  satisfied  with  the  day's  sport,  which 
came  out  something  like  the  following  :— Ted, 
twenty-four  bream,  over  701b.  ;  I  had  twenty-two 
similar  fish  ;  the  "  King "  twenty-three  ;  and 
Charley  Longpole,  nineteen  ;  but  we  were  all  beaten 
by  our  solitary  friend  in  the  small  boat,  for  his  total 
was  twenty-seven,  which  weighed  nearly  1001b.  He 
had  also  the  largest  fish,  one  scahng  nearly  61b.  ; 
and  my  conclusion  was  that  the  worm  certainly 
secured  the  largest  fish,  though  gentles  might  attract 
larger  numbers  of  smaller  ones. 

Percy  Destrian. 

CHALK-STEEAM  STUDIES. 
By  Rev.  Charles  Kingsley. 

{These  very  pleasant  studies  appeared  originally 
in    Fraser's  Magazine  "  for  1858.) 

(Continued  from  page  27.) 

Quid  Pluea? 
Unless,  in  fact,  large  fish  can  be  got  rapidly  down- 
stream, the  chance  of  killing  them  is  very  small  ; 
and  therefore  the  man  who  fishes  a  willow-fringed 
brook  downward  is  worthy  of  no  crown  but  Ophe- 
lia's, besides  being  likely  enough,  if  he  attempts  to 
get  down  to  his  fish,  to  share  her  fate.  The  best 
fisherman,  however,  will  come  to  shame  in  streams 
bordered  by  pollard  willows,  and  among  queer  nooks, 
which  can  be  only  fished  down-stream.  I  saw,  but 
the  other  day,  a  fish  hooked  cleverly  enough,  by 
throwing  to  an  inch  where  he  ought  to  have  been, 
and  indeed  was,  and  from  the  only  point  whence  the 
throw  could  be  made.  Out  of  the  water  he  came, 
head  and  tail,  the  moment  he  felt  the  hook,  and 
showed  a  fair  side  over  2lb.  weight  .  .  .  and  then  ? 
Instead  of  running  away,  he  ran  right  at  the  fisher- 
man, for  reasons  which  were  but  too  patent.  Between 
man  and  fish  were  10yds.  of  shallow,  then  a  -deep 
weedy  shelf,  and  then  the  hole  which  was  his  house. 
And  for  that  weedy  shelf  the  spotted  monarch 
made,  knowing  that  there  he  could  drag  himself 
clear  of  the  fly,  as  perhaps  he  had  done  more  than 
once  before, 


What  was  to  bo  done  ?  Take  him  down-stream 
through  the  weed  ?  Alas,  on  the  man's  left  hand 
an  old  pollard  leant  into  the  water,  barring  all 
downward  movement.  Jump  in  and  run  round  '! 
He  had  rather  to  run  back  from  the  bank,  from  fear 
of  a  loose  line  ;  the  fish  was  coming  at  him  so  fast 
that  there  was  no  time  to  wind  up.  Safe  into  the 
Aveeds  hurls  the  fish  ;  the  man,  as  soon  as  he  finds 
the  fish  stop,  jumps  in  mid-log  deep,  and  staggers 
up  to  him,  in  hopes  of  clearing  ;  fiijds  the  dropj)or 
fast  in  the  weeds,  and  the  stretcher,  which  had  been 
in  the  fish's  mouth,  wantoning  somewhere  in  the 
depths — Qitid  plura  ?  Let  us  draw  a  veil  over  that 
man's  return  to  shore. 

No  mortal  skill  could  have  killed  that  fish.  Mortal 
luck  (which  is  sometimes,  as  most  statesmen  know, 
very  great)  might  have  done  it,  if  the  fish  had  been 
irretrievably  fast  hooked  ;  as,  per  contra,  I  once 
saw  a  fish  of  nearly  41b.  hooked  just  above  an  alder 
bush,  on  the  same  bank  as  the  angler.  The  sti'oam 
was  swift ;  there  was  a  groat  weod-bcd  above  ;  the  mi'ai 
had  but  about  10ft.  square  of  sw  ift  water  to  kill  tiu> 
trout  in.  Not  a  foot  down-stream  could  he  take 
him  ;  in  fact,  he  had  to  pull  him  hard  up-stream 
to  keep  him  out  of  his  hover  in  the  alder  roots. 
Three  times  that  fish  leapt  into  the  air  nearly  a 
yard  high,  and  yet,  so  mercifvd  is  luck,  and  so  firmly 
was  he  hooked,  in  five  breathless  miiiutos  he  was 
in  the  landing-net  ;  and  when  he  was  there  and  safe 
ashore,  just  of  the  shape  and  colour  of  a  silver  spoon, 
his  captor  lay  down  panting  upon  the  bank,  and 
with  Sir  Hugh  Evans,  manifested  "  a  great  dis- 
position to  cry."  But  it  was  a  beautiful  sight.  A 
sharper  round  between  man  and  fish  never  saw  I 
fought  in  Merry  England. 

Who  Was  He  ? 

I  saw  once,  however,  a  cleverer,  though  not  a 
more  dashing  feat.  A  handy  little  fellow  (I  wonder 
where  he  is  now  ?)  hooked  a  trout  of  nearly  311). 
with  his  dro])pcr,  and  at  the  same  moment  a  post 
with  his  stretcher.  What  was  to  be  done  ?  To 
keep  the  fish  pulling  on  him,  and  not  on  the  post. 
And  that,  being  favoured  by  standing  on  a  4ft.  bank, 
ho  did  so  well  that  he  tired  out  the  fish  in  some  (ift. 
square  of  water,  stopping  him  and  turning  him 
beautifully  whenever  he  tried  to  run,  till  I  could  get 
in  to  him  with  the  landing-net.  That  was  five-and- 
thirty  years  since.  If  the  little  man  has  progressed 
in  his  fishing  as  he  ought,  he  should  be  now  one  of 
the  finest  anglers  in  England. 
Kingsley's  Blame  and  Praise  for  the  Chub. 

So.  Thanks  to  bank  fishing,  we  have,  you  see, 
landed  three  or  four  more  good  fish  in  the  last  two 
hours — And  !  What  is  here  ?  An  ugly  21b.  chub, 
Clievin,  "  Echevin,"  or  Alderman,  as  the  French 
call  him.  How  is  this,  keeper  ?  I  thought  you 
allowed  no  such  vermin  in  this  water  ? 

The  keeper  answers  with  a  grunt,  that  "  they 
allow  themselves.  That  there  always  were  chub 
hereabouts,  and  always  will  be  ;  for  the  more  he 
takes  out  with  the  net,  the  more  come  next  day." 

Probably.  No  nets  will  exterminate  these  spa\vn- 
eating,  fry-eating,  all-eating  pests,  who  devour  the 
little  trout,  and  starve  the  large  ones,  and,  at  the 
first  sign  of  the  net,  fly  to  hover  among  the  most 
tangled  rSots.  There  they  lie,  as  close  as  rats  in  a 
bank,  and  work  themselves  the  farther  in  the  more 
they  are  splashed  and  poked  by  the  poles  of  the 
beaters.  But  the  fly,  well  used,  will — if  not  extermi- 
nate them — still  thin  them  down  greatly  ;  and  very 
good  sport  they  give,  in  my  opinion,  in  spite  of  the 
contempt  in  which  they  are  commonly  held,  as 
chicken-hearted  fish,  who  show  no  fight.  -True  ; 
but  their  very  cowardice  makes  them  the  more 
difficult  to  catch  ;  for  no  fish  must  you  keep  more 
out  of  sight,  and  further  off.  The  very  shadow  of 
the  line  (not  to  mention  that  of  the  rod)  sends  them 
flying  to  hover  ;  and  they  rise  so  cautiously- and 
quietly,  that  they  give  excellent  lessons  in  patience 
and  nerve  to  a  beginner.  If  the  fly  is  dragged  along 
the  surface,  or  jerked  suddenly  from  them,  they 
flee  from  it  in  terror  ;  and  when  they  do,  after  due 
deliberation,  take  it  in,  their  rise  is  so  quiet  that 
you  can  seldom  tell  whether  your  fish  weighs  ^Ib. 
or  4.^1b. — unless  you,  like  most  beginners,  attempt 
to  show  your  quickness  by  that  most  usele  ;s  exertion, 
a  violent  strike.  Then,  the  snapping  of  your  foot 
link,  or — just  as  likely — of  the  top  of  your  xod, 
makes  you  fully  aware,  if  not  of  the  pluck,  at  least 
of  the  brute  strength,  of  the  burly  alderman  of  the 
waters.  No  fish,  therefore,  will  better  teach  the 
beginner  the  good  old  lesson,  "  not  to  frighten  a 
fish  before  you  have  tired  him." 

(To  he  continued.) 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post. 

^    Time  of  Higli  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  tiiiil  the  time  of  hisli  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 


following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea. 
40         ,,  Putney. 
45    ,,    ,,  Hannnersinith. 
50   ,,     ,,  Barnes. 


Add 


55  miu.  for  Kew. 
75    „     ,,  Richmond. 
80    ,,     „  Twickenham. 
85    ,,    ,,  Teddington. 


E.XAMPLE.— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bi  idge, 
it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

TIME  OF  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Morning.  Evening. 


CONTENTS. 


.Saturday, 

Sunday, 

Monday, 

Tuesday, 

Wednesday, 

nnusday, 

Friday, 


Jan~rl8    1.59 


19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 


2.36 
3.  8 
3.42 
4.15 
4.48 
5.20 


2.19 
2,53 
3.25 
3.58 
4.32 
5.  3 
5.37 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — General  Remabks. — The  river  has 
been  in  very  bad  condition  during  the  week,  the  thaw 
having  melted  the  ice,  lowered  the  temperature  of 
the  water,  and  at  the  same  time  given  it  a  bad 
colour.  However,  an  improvement  has  now  set  in, 
and  week-end  anglers  may  manage  to  get  some 
sport.  Very  few  people  have  been  out  fishing  the 
river  lately,  and  the  majority  of  those  who  have 
did  not  get  much  sport.  February,  the  best 
month  of  the  year  for  pike,  will  soon  greet  us,  and 
with  more  settled  weather  it  may  be  possible  to  get 
a  few  of  these  fish.  The  Kingston  Piscatorial 
Society  is  holding  a  chub  competition  to-day 
(Saturday),  to-morrow,  and  Monday,  and  there  is  a 
good  numlaer  of  entries.  On  Jan.  25  to  27  the  club 
are  holding  a  sides  roach  competition,  which  will  be 
followed  by  a  supper  and  m\isical  entertainment. — 
F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — Local  anglers  have  been 
enjoying  good  sport  during  the  last  few  days,  not 
fishing,  but  skating,  there  being  plenty  about  on 
the  low-lying  meadows.  A  thaw  has  now  set  in, 
and  the  river  is  nearly  clear  of  ice  ;  the  water  is  not 
a  bad  colour  and  will  improve  by  the  week-end. 
Perch  are  feeding,  several  having  been  caught  up  to 
1  lb.  l\oz.  and  1  lb.  &\oz. — Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Twickenham). — Since  my  last  report 
fishing  here  ha5  been  at  times  quite  impossible, 
although,  on  Jan.  7,  j\fessrs.  Hancock  and  Karslake, 
fishing  with  Brown,  brought  ashore  9Jlb.  of  good 
class  roach,  after  returning  about  six  dozen. 
The  water  now  is  in  excellent  cond.tion,  and 
fishing  at  end  of  week  should  be  ideal,  with 
roach  and  bream  on  feed,  after  the  locking 
down  of  ice  on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  which  had 
accumulated  in  the  higher  reaches.  Mr.  Henry 
Hancock,  Queen's  Head  Hotel,  has  just  come  ashore 
(Jan.  15),  fishing  with  J.  Coxen  since  two  o'clock, 
with  a  nice  basket  of  roach ;  Mr.  Bannister  also 
fishing  tlie  deeps  got  a  nice  lot  of  roach.  Some 
members  of  the  Peckliam  Waltonians  journeyed 
down  on  Jan.  12,  but  fisliing  was  out  of  tlie 
question  owing  to  ice. — Tom  Auger. 

Thames  (Wraysbury). — Before  my  last  report 
was  in  print  the  frost  set  in  again,  and  lasted  until 
Jan.  14,  and  as  the  heavy  rains  of  Jan.  7  made 
the  stream  too  fast  for  any  kind  of  fisliing,  my 
expectations  of  favourable  conditions  were  upset. 
If  the  present  thaw  continues  for  a  few  days  fishing 
should  be  possible  by  the  end  of  the  week,  but  I 
fear  the  quantity  of  ice  in  the  ditches  will  make  the 
water  too  cold  to  stand  much  chance  with  the 
roach,  and  chub,  jack,  and  perch  will  be  best  to  try 
for. — P.  Brown. 

Bottisham  Iiocks  (Waterbeach).^  Since  last 
report  the  weather  has  been  so  cold  and  frosty  that 
fishing  has  given  way  to  skating.  Since  Jan.  13 
a  gradual  thaw  has  set  in,  and  on  Jan.  15 
the  0am  was  in  good  fishing  order.  At  the 
time  of  writing  with  spring-like  weather  it  is 
now  tempting  the  locals  to  be  in  search  of  the 
pike,  and  it  is  expected  that  they  will  after  a  fresh 
rim  of  water  be  numerous  by  the  locks  and  lodes. 
This  is  also  the  home  of  the  perch  at  this  season  of 
the  year. — John  O.George,  Beehe-road,Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — There  has  been 
plenty  of  snow-water  down  of  late,  there  having 
been  several  heavy  snow  showers,  following  which 
was  a  thaw.  Rain  has  again  set  in,  and  it  is  hoped 
there  will  be  some  fine  weather  shortly.  Anglers 
are  stUl  hoping  to  hear  that  the  Dart  Board  of 
Conservators  will  spend  some  of  their  balance  at 
the  bank  in  restocking  the  river.  A  good  season  in 
1908  wotild  do  a  great  deal  to  increase  th«  popularity 
of  the  river. — Devonian 

Devonshire  Streams. — Many  express  the  opinion 
that  too  much  is  being  made  as  to  the  pollution  of 
mussels  in  the  Exe  Estuary.     Two  public  bodies 
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have  this  week  discussed  the  matter— the  Devon 
Sea  Fisheries  Committee  and  the  Exeter  Port  Sani- 
tary Authority.  At  the  Sea  Fisheries  Committee 
the  chairman"  (Mr.  E.  Windeatt,  C.C.)  expressed 
the  opinion  that  there  would  be  great  difficulty 
to  get  the  Local  Government  Board  to  go  from 
what  they  decided  on  a  former  occasion  —  the 
making  of  the  river  an  estuary.  He  moved,  and 
it  was  agreed,  that  the  attention  of  tlie  Rural 
District  Council  be  called  to  the  matter,  and  that 
if  they  did  not  take  action  the  Sea  Fisheries 
Committee  would.  It  was  mentioned  at  the  meeting 
of  the  Exeter  Port  Sanitary  Authority  that  all 
the  Lympstone  fishermen  had  received  instruc- 
tions from  the  Fishmongers'  Company  to  remove 
mussels  from  the  position  in  which  they  were  to 
a  more  convenient  spot — the  Ridge — before  they 
were  bagged,  and  it  was  believed  that  instructions 
were  being  carried  out.  Taw  and  Torridge  Con- 
servators have  had  a  satisfactory  season,  the 
receipts  for  the  twelve  months  being  £609  19s.  8d., 
and  the  expenses  £449  43.  Id.,  which  left  a  credit 
balance  of  £160  15s.  7d.  It  was  stated  that  this  was 
eminently  satisfactory,  and  that  the  "watching" 
had  been  very  efficient.  The  Lynton  and  Lynmouth 
I'ishery  Association  wrote  that,  although  wishing  to 
wox'k  amicably  with  the  Board,  they  did  not  advise 
that  any  change  be  made  in  the  keeper  of  the  waters 
of  the  Lyn,  that  he  was  a  capable  and  diligent  man, 
and  not,  as  had  been  stated,  too  old.  He  would, 
however,  in  future  be  instructed  to  examine  all  rod 
licenses  held  by  persons  fishing  in  the  Lyn.— 
Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Very  little  fishmg 
has  been  obtainable  owing  to  the  severe  frost 
and  gales.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Taw  and  Tor- 
ridge Conservators  held  at  Barnstaple,  reference 
was  made  to  the  late  Water-bailiff  Pidler,  whose 
widow  was  now  unfortunately  left  in  straitened 
circumstances,  and  Mr.  Fryer  was  kindly  endeavour- 
ing to  raise  a  fund  primarily  for  her  benefit.  The 
Fishmongers'  Company,  to  whom  Pidler's  career  was 
well  known,  had  generously  guaranteed  £20  to  the 
fluid.  Mr.  Draper  moved  and  Mr.  J.  Samiders 
seconded  that  the  board  should  also  subscribe  £20 
to  the  fund,  wliich  was  agreed  to.  At  a  meeting 
of  the  Devon  Sea  Fisheries  Committee,  at  which 
Mr.  E.  Windeatt  presided,  the  Exeter  Port  Sanitary 
Committee  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  committee 
the  report  of  the  medical  officer  of  health  concern- 
ing the  pollution  of  mussels  in  the  Exe  estuary. 
The  chairman  supposed  that  the  Rural  District 
Council  wei'e  responsible  for  sending  the  drainage 
into  the  estuary,  and  a  complaint  could  be  sent  to 
it  or  to  the  Devon  County  Council,  which  was 
agreed  to.  Some  few  pollack  have  been  caught  at 
Exmouth,  and  several  thousand  herrings  have  been 
taken  by  the  net  fishermen,  and  this  good  luck  is 
fortunately  continuing. — Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — On  Jan.  12  the  Lea  was 
frozen  over  in  many  reaches  ;  but,  owing  to  the 
thaw,  nearly  all  the  ice  has  now  (Jan.  15)  dis- 
appeared. No  more  snow,  frost,  ice,  or  rain  being 
experienced,  some  fish  should  be  taken  this  week- 
end. A  number  of  anglers  have  been  out  trying 
the  pike  in  the  pools  free  from  ice,  but  with  little 
result.  The  Stort  has  been  completely  iced  over, 
but  on  Wednesday  (Jan.  15)  the  river  was  again  open 
and  fishable. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lu^g  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — The.?e  streams 
are  rumung  a  nice  level  and  m  fair  condition  for 


fishing,  but  the  weather  was  so  very  severe  up 
to  Monday  last  that  anglers  would  not  go  out. 
There  is  little  prospect  of  any  real  sport  being  had 
just  at  present.    The  Pinsley  is  clear. — G WYNNE. 

Nene  (Peterborough).— The  vagaries  of  tho 
weatlier  are  responsible  for  a  great  deal  so  far  as 
angling  is  concerned.  So  soon  as  wo  get  past  one 
short  spell  of  a  sharp  frost,  which  causes 
our  river  to  become  icebound,  we  are  troubled 
with  another,  as  at  the  beginning  of  tho 
present  week,  and  all  angling  is  disorganised.  Now 
we  are  having  a  rapid  thaw,  and  tliere  is  a  great 
tendency  for  the  river  to  become  in  a  condition  of 
flood,  so  that  anglers  may  have  to  rest  for  another 
short  period  of  time  while  the  water  becomes 
reduced. — E.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry).— After  writing  you  on 
Jan.  8  we  had  a  very  sharp  return  of  frost  here, 
which  made  fishing  absolutely  impossible,  and 
several  of  my  patrons  were  very  disappointed  on 
receiving  my  letters  teUing  them  not  to  come  down  ; 
it  is  of  course  very  annoying,  as  tho  season  is  now 
drawing  to  a  close.  On  Tuesday  the  ice  broke  up, 
and  the  river  is  now  open  again,  and  not  at^  all  a 
bad  colour,  so  I  expect  to  be  hard  at  it  by  Satur- 
day again,  and  trust  to  be  able  to  report  catches  of 
good  fish  as  well  as  the  state  of  the  water  next 
week. — A.  Scard. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).— The  river  has  again 
been  frozen,  and  although  no  skating  has  been  had 
the  ice  was  getting  thick.  Another  thaw  has,  how- 
ever, set  in,  and  the  ice  is  rapidly  disappearing, 
and,  if  it  continues,  the  river  will  be  again  clear  of 
ice.  I  am  afraid  too  much  ice  water  will  be  in  the 
river,  that  will  prevent  good  angling  for  several  days 
yet. — W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— Variety 
has  been  the!  order  meteorologically  of  the  weather 
of  the  week — thaw,  frosts,  and  now  as  I  write 
(Wednesday)  a  cold  fog  and  a  state  of  slush. 
Angling  in  the  rivers  has  been  almost  a  failure. 
A  feiv  roach  were  taken  from  the  Ouse  on 
Jan.  12,  also  some  fair-sized  chub  in  the  Shef- 
field Park  reach.  A  trout  of  l^lb.  was  taken 
by  Mr.  Hills,  who,  sport^smanhke,  returned  it  to 
the  water.  On  Thursday  in  the  past  week  a  hand- 
some pike,  weighing  151b.,  was  taken  from  the 
Birdham  reach  by  Mr.  Gilmour  with  five  gorge— th<>. 
fish  measured  SSJin.  Another  good  fish  sacrificed 
to  the  live  gorge  method.  It  is  a  pity  a  stop  is  not 
put  to  this  wholesale  slaughter.  This  makes  Mr. 
Gilmour's  total  at  over  sixty  pike  taken  this  season 
by  this  method.  A  few  smaller  pike  have  been 
captured  by  spinning  and  live  snap— but  notliing 
over  51b. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  is  in 
fair  order  for  fishing.  On  .Jan.  10,  an  angler  under 
Whitclifl'e,  with  maggot,  took  fourteen  fish,  con- 
sisting of  grayling,  dace,  and  roach.  The  prospects 
are  not  good  for  sport.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  in  order,  but  no  fisliing  has  been 
done  on  them  of  late.— S.  Ludlow. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — Arctic  weather  prevailed  last  week 
end,';  and  a  few  ardent  whiter  fishermen  have 
found  some  [waters  frozen  over,  but  sport  during 
the  last  few"  days  has  varied.  I  may  say,  on  the 
whole,  sport  has  been  good  on  the  upper  waters 
of  the  Yore.  Three  anglers  from  Harrogate 
paid  a  visit  to  the  Danby  water  on  Saturday,  and  in 
a  couple  of  hours  caught  close  upon  fifty  fish,  all 
fine  grayling,  with  the  maggot.  The  local  anglers 
have  also  done  fairly  well  on  this  \yat^r,  also 
lower  down  the  river.  In  the  districts  of 
Masham  and  Ripon  a  few  rods  have  bean  out; 
sport  has  been  somewhat  slow.  In  the  Yore  a". 
Bishop  Monkton  a  few  chub  and  roach  fishers  have 
been  out,  but  the  fish  have  not  been  on  the 
feed.  Beyond  tliis  district  meagre  reports 
are  to  hand  and  not  worth  mentioning.  The 
Swale  in  the  higher  reaches  has  bejn  in  nice 
trim,  and  has  been  fishing  well  below  Catterick. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Rimmington,  vicar  of  Kirby  Fleethaiu, 
has  been  gettmg  twelve  to  seventeen  nice  fish  daily. 
I  hear  a  few  anglers  have  been  out  in  the 
district  of  Skipton  Bridge  in  quest  of  chub  and 
roach,  but  sport  has  been  quiet.  In  the  dis- 
trict of  Ainderby  I  hear  one  or  two  anglers 
have  met  with  a  little  sport  amongst  the  dace 
and  orayling  in  the  streams.  The  Wharfe  has 
beenln  fair  trim  diu-ing  the  last  few  days.  A 
few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  sport  has  been  fan- 
considering  the  cold  atmospheric  conditions  last 
week,  and  Mr.  J.  H.  R.  Bazley  got  about  a  dozen 
grayling.  Messrs.  Collier  and  Dalton  also  met  with 
a  little  sport.  The  Nidd  has  been  in  fair  trim. 
Sport  in  the  upper  reaches  has  bean  almost 
nil,  but  in  the  lower  reaches  a  few  anglei-s 
have  met  with  fair  sport  below  Walshford 
Bridge,  Mi-.  A.  Coley  meeting  with  very  fair  sport 
last  week.  The  Derwent  has  been  running  in  fair 
trim,  but  very  few  rods  have  been  seen,  conse- 
quently   meagre    reports    are     to     hand.  On 
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Tuesday,  Jan.  14,  a  thaw  set  in,  and  there 
is  a  considerable  rise  in  the  temperature,  but 
whether  it  will  continue  or  not  is  very  problematical, 
for  the  aneroid  is  high  and  does  not  seem  to  give 
but  very  little,  and  should  it  continue  we  may  have 
all  our  streams  fairlj'  high  by  the  end  of  the  week. 
— John  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Iioch  Tay  (Kenmore  Hotel). — Major  Stringer 
caught  a  salmon  of  161b.  ;  Mr.  Hubert  Wood,  one 
of  IGlb. ;  and  Mr.  Wright,  Bromley,  lost  two  on 
River  Lyon.    Loch  and  river  in  excellent  ply. 

Lyon  (Portingall  Hotel).  —  Colonel  London 
caught  foiu-  salmon  of  21  lb.,  19lb.,  171b.,  and  121b.  ; 
Mr.  Rigby,  Leicester,  two  of  ITWb.  and  161b.  Fish 
plentiful. — Stewaet. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee,  etc. — With  the  open- 
ing of  tlie  first  batch  of  Scotch  waters  a  fresh 
interest  has  been  evolved  in  the  coming  season 
even  on  those  rivers  that  do  not  open  for  a  week  or 
two  yet,  and  on  every  hand  inquiries  are  being 
made  as  to  angling  quarters  and  the  prospects  of 
the  opening.  The  weather  all  over  the  north  is,  if 
not  mild,  at  least  very  favovirable  to  fish  rimning, 
and  already  there  is  a  good  head  of  spring  fish 
forward  in  the  Dee  and  Spey,  as  also  in  the  rivers 
just  opened. — G.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
To  the  delight  of  the  salmon  angler,  a  verj'  opportune 
flood  took  place  in  the  main  rtvers  on  Wednesday, 
the  gauge  at  Kelso  Bridge  registering  no  less  than 
six  feet  of  flood  water.  As  there  were  still  a  very 
great  number  of  diseased  salmon  in  the  rivers  this 
rise  in  the  Tweed  and  Teviot  will  be  the  means  of 
at  once  clearing  them  out,  and  also  of  bringing 
up  an  excellent  supplj'  of  fresh  fish  from  the  sea. 
Seeing  that  the  rivers  were  very  clean  in  their  beds 
before  this  rise  took  place,  and  that  all  rubbish  and 
debris  had  already  been  cleared  away,  the  outlook 
for  the  beginning  of  the  new  season,  now  closely 
advancing,  is  all  the  more  hopeful.  Salmon  anglers 
are,  therefore,  in  high  spirits  for  a  capital  opening 
in  February,  when  the  season  opens.  I  am  informed 
that  at  the  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Berwick 
Fishery  Company  held  lately,  the  affairs  of  it  were 
in  a  most  satisfactory  state,  and  a  dividend  at  the 
rate  of  15  per  cent,  was  announced,  with  a  sub- 
stantial balance  to  carry  forward. — ^Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Killarney. — Salmon  have  been  coming  up  freely 
for  some  time  past,  and  it  is  now  reasonably  sup- 
posed that  they  are  already  numerous  in  the  lakes. 
A  most  successful  spawning  season  has  come  to  an 
end,  and  there  has  been  practically  no  poaching. 
The  prospects  for  the  angling,  which  opens  on 
Feb.  1,  have  not  been  ao  good  for  some  years  at 
this  time.— T.  J.  D. 

Iiough  Currane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). 
— Spring  salmon  have  been  coming  up  since  the 
weir  on  the  river  was  lifted  on  Friday  (Jan.  10),  and 
it  is  surmised  that  a  big  number  of  them  passed  on 
to  the  lake.    Spawning  is  now  over. — T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Though  the  sprats  have  re- 
turned to  this  locality  and  are  caught  daily  in 
large  quantities,  angling  is  still  at  a  very  low  ebb, 
nothing  larger  than  miniature  codling  having  been 
caught  throughout  the  present  week,  and  other 
varieties  being  quite  wanting.  Among  pier  anglers 
lately  tempting  sport  have  been  Mrs.  E.  A.  Dodd, 
Mrs.  Moore,  and  Messrs.  J.  Jewell,  G.  Band,  R.  P. 
Richardson,  Moore,  Lanchester,  Pocklington,  Hume, 
Sexton,  Colonel  Backliouse,  Bushnell,  Rose,  Smith, 
Goodwin,  Hugman,  Locks,  Tilley,  Hayward,  Grant, 
Vernon,  Sharman,  Squire,  and  Hogben,  together 
with  Miss  Jermie  Deas  and  Miss  Tapping,  a  goodly 
array  of  anglers,  many  of  whom  have  fished  for 
many  hours  day  after  day  with  the  most  indifferent 
success.  In  all  probability  little  sport  will  be 
obtained  here  until  the  early  spring,  when  the 
advent  of  a  few  varieties  of  flat  fish  may  rea?onabIy 
be  expected. — J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 


A  FROLIC  OF  VARIABLE  AVEATHER. 


Not  a  little  alarm,  the  Lancet  points  out,  has  been 
experienced  in  domestic  circles  by  the  appearance 
of  considerable  moisture  on  the  walls  and  furniture 
of  the  house  dm-ing  the  severe  changes  of  tempera- 
ture which  we  have  recently  experienced.  Fears  of 
the  house  being  in  an  unhealthy  damp  condition 
have  been  entertained,  and  of  some  irreparable 
damage  being  done  to  the  papers  on  the  wall,  the 
decorations,  the  piano,  and  other  articles  of  furni- 
ture.   The  occurrence  has  given  rise  to  a  deal  of 


apprehension  as  to  the  soundness  of  the  building 
from  the  health  point  of  \'iew  ;  and  the  conclusion 
has  been  reached  by  a  good  many,  we  dare  say, 
that  rheumatism,  sore-throats,  and  other  diseases 
engendered  by  damp  are  likely  to  follow  in  the  wake 
Qf  such  a  phenomenon.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
appearance  of  moistm-e  on  the  interior  surface  of  a 
house  under  the  conditions  which  obtained  is  no 
evidence  at  all  that  the  house  is  damp. 

Perfectly  Harmless. 
The  truth  is,  our  contemporary  goes  on  to  point 
out,  that  the  house  and  its  contents  are  extremely 
dry  previously  to  the  onset  of  warm,  moist  air, 
wliich  commonly  happens  when  the  wind  changes 
from  the  easterly  to  the  westerly  direction.  The 
moistm-e  is  derived  exclusively  from  the  warm  air, 
and  not  from  the  building  at  all.  The  house  is  still 
cold,  and  warm,  moist  air  coming  into  contact  with 
the  cold  surfaces,  deposits  some  of  the  moistm-e 
with  which  it  is  saturated.  Everyone  is  familiar 
with  the  deposition  of  moisture  which  takes  place 
on  a  cold  tumbler  or  glass  when  it  is  brought  into  a 
warm  room.  In  the  phenomenon  referred  to  the 
house  is,  so  to  speak,  the  tumbler,  and  the  moist 
westerly  breeze  is  the  warm  room.  As  a  rule,  no 
harm  is  done,  the  separated  moistm-e  disappearing 
as  the  house  recovers  from  its  cold  condition.  Neither 
is  the  healtliiness  of  the  house  affected  in  the  least 
degree.—  Westminster  Qazette. 


THE  USK  AND  EBBW  BOARD  OP 
CONSERVATORS. 


The  aimual  meeting  of  the  above  board  was  held  on 
Thursday,  Jan.  9.  Mr.  A.  A.  Williams,  J. P.,  presided. 
Sir  Shirley  Salt  was  re-elected  chairman  for  the 
ensumg  year,  and  Mr.  A.  A.  Williams  vice-chairman. 
Mr.  Lyne  stated  that  he  had  got  out  a  comparative 
financial  statement  for  last  year,  which  he  presented. 
The  receipts  from  salmon  licences  amounted  to 
£419  12s.  6d.,  as  compared  with  £315  odd;  trout 
licences,  £199  7s.  6d.,  as  compared  with  £189  2s.  6d. 
Receipts  from  fines  on  conviction,  £25  Is.  4d.,  as 
against  £31  10s.  2d.    The  accounts  were  adopted. 

The  annual  report  of  the  chairman  and  clerk 
stated  that  the  past  salmon  fishing  season,  although 
a  great  improvement  upon  that  of  1906,  had  been 
disappointing.  The  season  had  been  as  disappoint- 
ing to  the  lessees  of  the  stop-nets,  putts,  and  putchers 
as  to  the  rod  fishermen.  The  spawning  season  up 
to  the  end  of  the  year  had  apparently  been  a  very 
good  one.  The  trout  season  had,  on  the  whole, 
been  a  very  satisfactory  one.  The  number  killed 
had  been  considerably  above  the  average,  and  the 
fish  appeared  to  have  been  larger  than  usual. 
The  most  important  occurrence  during  the  past 
year  had  been  the  passing  of  the  Salmon  and  Fresh 
Water  Fisheries  Act.  Although  the  adverse  balance 
with  their  bankers  had  been  increased  from  £579  to 
£660,  the  financial  position  of  the  Board  was  in 
some  ways  better  than  last  year.  The  salmon  licences 
had  realised  nearly  £70  more  and  trout  licences 
£10  more  than  last  year. 

The  return  of  salmon  caught  in  Monmouthshire 
and  Brecon  in  1907  was  as  follows : — Monmouth- 
shire, 433  fish,  weight  48171b.;  Breconshire,  353, 
weight  37161b.  Total,  786  ;  weight  85331b.  Aver- 
age weight,  ll|lb.  and  lOJlb.  respectively.  Largest 
fish  caught,  Monmouthshire,  Mr.  W.  Mundy,  371b.  ; 
Brecon,  Capt.  Sandeman,  241b.  The  number  of 
fish  caught  in  the  previous  year  was,  Monmouth- 
shire, 175;  Brecon,  187.  T.  R 


CONWAY  FISHERY  BOARD. 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Con- 
servators of  the  Conway  Fishery  District,  held  at 
Llanrwst  recently,  the  head  water-bailiff  submitted 
the  following  report.  The  number  of  hcences  for 
the  Conway,  Lledr,  the  tributaries  and  lakes  for  the 
last  season  was  535  trout  rod  (annual)  and  208  day 
licences,  a  total  of  743,  as  against  636  for  1906,  an 
increase  of  107.  There  were  30  salmon  licences 
(annual),")  9  monthly,  76  weekly,  and  205  day 
licences,  making  a  total  of  319,  being  an  increase  of 
11  over  1906.  There  were  6  net  licences,  2  weirs, 
and  1  basket,  a  total  of  9,  or  1  less  than  the  previous 
year.  The  total  number  of  licences  examined  by 
bailiffs  was  1071,  as  compared  with  954  for  1906, 
being  an  increase  of  117.    The  net  fishing  season 


The  Trout  Fly  Dressee's  Cabinet  of  Devices,  or  How  io 
Tie  Trout  and  Graylinq  Flies.— Can  be  had  post  free  for  2/3 
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had  been  rather  poor,  as  tho  floods  all  tlirough  the 
season  carried  the  fish  past  the  nets  to  the  upper 
reaches.  The  respective  weights  of  the  four  largest 
.salmon  caught  with  nets  were  27ilb.,  251b.,  191b., 
and  181b.  Trout  rod  fishing  terminated  on  Sept.  30. 
Taking  the  season  as  a  whole  it  had  been  good, 
especially  in  floods.  The  four  largest  brown  trout 
taken  during  the  season  witli  rod  and  line  were 
from  the  Conway  river,  two  weighing  3^1b.  each, 
one  31b.,  and  another  2U\).  The  salmon  and  sewin 
fishing  terminated  on  Oct.  31.  At  tho  beginning  of 
the  season.  May,  June,  and  July,  it  was  especially 
good  in  the  upper  reaches,  whilst  at  the  latter  end 
it  was  equally  good  in  tho  River  Conway.  The 
respective  weights  of  the  five  largest  salmon  caught 
during  the  season  with  rod  and  line  wero  23  Mb., 
191b.,  and  181b.  in  the  Conway  river  by  Mr.  T.  R. 
Horton,  Mr.  E.  Bickers,  and  Dr.  Little,  and  one, 
19lb.,  and  another,  121b.,  in  the  Lledr  river  by 
Mr.  R.  O.  Davies  and  Mr.  H.  D.  Brondreth.  The 
Board's  bailifi's'  and  other  keepers'  account  of  the 
salmon  and  sewin  caught  during  the  season  with 
rod  and  line  in  Conway  and  Lledr  rivers  was  as 
follows: — Conway:  71  salmon  weighing  613ilb., 
75  sewin  weighing  1561b.  Lledr:  63  salmon  weigh- 
ing 4031b.,  and  42  sewin  weighing  84|lb.  The  total 
salmon  caught  in  the  Conway  and  Llodr  rivers  was 
134,  the  total  weight  being  1016|lb.,  as  compared 
with  89  in  1906,  weighing  743^1b.,  an  increase  of 
45  in  number  and  2731b.  in  weight.  The  total 
sewin  for  1907  was  117  weighing  2411b.,  as  com- 
pared with  181  in  1906  weighing  1721b.,  a  decrease 
of  64  in  number,  but  an  increase  in  weight  of  691b. 
The  spawning  season  had  commenced  favourably 
both  as  i-egards  water  and  weather,  and  a  good 
number  of  salmon  and  sewin  had  spawned  in  tho 
Conway  and  Lledr  rivers  early  in  the  season.  During 
the  season  the  fish  had  been  remarkably  free  from 
disease,  with  the  exception  of  a  slight  indication  in 
a  few  cases  in  the  Conway  and  Lledr  rivers,  but  no 
dead  fish  were  found  throughout  the  season. — 
J.  R.  Chambers. 


UNSUSPECTED  DANGERS  OF 
SWIMMING. 


Why  does  sudden  death  sometimes  overwhelm 
even  skilful  and  experienced  swimmers  under  cir- 
cumstances that  do  not  seem  in  any  way  abnormal? 
In  addition  to  the  popular  and  vague  diagnosis  of 
"cramps,"  numerous  explanations  have  been  put 
forward,  such  as  heart  failure,  syncope,  nausea  and 
vomiting,  rupture  of  an  ear-drum,  and  the  effect  of 
entering  the  water  shortly  after  a  meal.  "These," 
says  a  writer  in  the  Medical  Becord  (New  York, 
Nov.  30,  1907),  "  are  all  more  or  less  indefinite,  and 
leave  a  great  deal  to  the  imagination."  Revenstorf, 
in  the  Milnchener  Medizinischc  Wochenschri/t 
(Nov.  5,  1907),  points  out  what  may  bo  the  true 
explanation.    Says  the  Recwd  : — 

"  Du  Bois  Raymond  has  already  shown  that  the 
effect  of  simple  immersion  in  deep  water  is  to  in- 
crease the  energy  output  necessary  for  respiration 
by  about  10  per  cent.,  while  the  very  active  muscular 
exercise  attending  the  act  of  swimming  greatly  aug- 
ments the  tax  on  the  respiratory  muscles  which  are 
then  called  up  to  do  at  least  50  per  cent,  more  work 
than  when  the  body  is  at  rest  on  land.  Miiller 
has  found  that  the  pulmonary  intake  during 
swimming  is  51  litres  per  mmute,  as  opposed  to 
42  litres  during  mountain  climbing.  This  in- 
creased tax  on  the  respiratory  capacity,  together 
with  the  very  active  muscular  exertion  in  which  good 
swimmers  are  apt  to  indulge,  when  combined  with 
a  third  factor,  that  of  gastric  distension,  is  con- 
sidered by  Revenstorf  sufficient  to  explain  many 
instances  of  apparently  inexplicable  drowning.  If 
the  stomach  is  distended  with  food,  fluid,  or  gas, 
the  effect  of  the  increased  pressm-e  on  the  surface 
of  the  body  in  impeding  the  movements  of  the 
diaphragm  is  greatly  augmented,  and  respiratory 
failure  can  occur  without  the  victim's  having  re- 
ceived any  warning  of  the  impending  collapse. 
Revenstorf  describes  several  cases  in  which  no 
abnormality  could  be  found  to  explain  the  sudden 
death,  but  the  stomach  was  more  or  less  distended 
with  food,  and  while  all  the  swimmers  who  die  sud- 
denly while  in  the  water  undoubtedly  do  not  do  so  as 
the  consequence  of  bathing  too  soon  after  eating,  the 
author's  argimient  is  a  cogent  reason  for  adhering 
to  the  old  rule  not  to  enter  the  water  until  an  hour 
or  two  after  the  last  meal." 

[The  proportion  of  those  swimmers  who  have 
been  drowned  as  described  is  a  mere  flea  bite  to  the 
numbers  who  have  saved  their  own  lives  and 
the  lives  of  others  by  being  able  to  swim — I  wish 
it  could  be  made  compulsory  for  both  sexes.  All 
the  same,  it  is  well  not  to  swim  ^soon  after  a  good 
meal.— Ed.  F.G.] 
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To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
^     later  than  Wednesday  evening's  2^oat. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Those  who  liad  the  pleasure  of  being  present  last 
Saturday  week  at  the  Crown  Hotel,  Hill-street, 
Birmingham,  to  listen  to  Mr.  Bazley,  of  Lee  Is, 
giving  a  lecture  upon  "  Match  Fishing  iji  Still, 
Clear  Water,"  will    have  something    to  digest 
previous     to    Jime     16     coming    round.  The 
lecturer  demonstrated  ihe  various  modes  of  fish- 
ing in  the  north  coimtry  rivers,  which  were  in 
some  instances  novel  to  the  Midland  anglers.  A 
general  meeting  of  the   Birmingham  Association 
was  held  on  the  evening  of  Jan.  9  at  the  head- 
quarters.  The  chief  business  was  the  election  of  the 
working  committee  for  the  ensuing  year.  Thirty 
members  were  appointed,  and  Mr.  W.  Neale  was  re- 
appointed auditor.  The  various  sub-committees  will 
bo  appointed  on  Feb.  6.  The  committee  will  be  busy 
during  the  next  few  months  with  very  important 
matters  which  have  been  handed  to  them  by  the  old 
committee.  Our  clubs  have  settled  down  to  business. 
New  members  are  being  enrolled.     The  Queen's 
Head,  Icknield  Port-road,  made  thirty-five  new 
members  at  their  last  meeting,  and  the  St.  Paul's 
have  another  large  number  down  on  their  books  to 
be  admitted.     The  White  Swan  Club,  Edmund- 
street,  which  belongs  to  the  P.A.A.,  have  450  fully 
paid  up  members  on  their  books ;  the  subscription 
to  this  club  is  5s.  per  annum,  and  the  whole  of  the 
money  is  devoted  to  water  renting.    This  club  has 
some  of  the  best  river  waters  in  the  Midlands.  We 
have  had  some  very  sharp  weather  since  my  last 
notes  were  forwarded ;  our  chief  rivers  have  been 
open,  but  nothing,  owing  to  the  cold  weather,  has 
been  done. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Angling  pursuits  in  the  Fen  district  had  no  sooner 
been  resinned  last  week  than  they  received  another 
check.  Those  who  were  out  on  Wednesday  (Jan.  8) 
reported  gratifying  sport  amongst  both  roach  and 
pike,  and  there  was  every  prospect  of  a  continuance 
of  the  altered  conditions.  A  change  in  the  wind, 
however,  brought  a  return  of  the  wintry  elements. 
The  frost  came  on  gradually,  but  it  eventually 
reached  the  lowest  point  it  has  done  for  over  ten 
years.  No  less  than  twenty-foiu-  degrees  of  frost 
were  registered  in  the  Fens  on  Sunday,  and  it  is  not 
surprising  therefore  that  the  watercourses  have  been 
frozen  up,  and  that  skating  has  taken  the  place  of 
fishing.  A  pronounced  thaw  set  in  on  Tuesday,  so 
that  at  the  time  of  writing  there  was  every  prospect 
of  the  waters  being  liberated  by  the  end  of  the 
week.  During  the  frost  the  old-fashioned  method 
of  angling  through  holes  broken  in  the  ice  resulted 
in  the  capture  of  sundry  roach,  some  of  which  were 
of  good  proportions.  A  fine  pike  of  231b.  is  reported 
to  have  been  captured  at  Revesby  before  the  frost. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

During  the  past  week  frost  put  a  stop  to  angling 
on  some  of  the  minor  waters,  but  on  the  main  river 
— the  Hall — a  few  anglers  had  a  little  sport  in  pike 
fishing,  and  yesterday  (Tuesday)  a  thaw  set  in, 
therefore  by  the  end  of  the  week,  if  the  weather 
continues  mild,  both  the  top  stretches  of  the 
Hull  and  the  Driffield  Canal  should  pay  for 
a  visit  either  with  paste  for  roach  or  live 
bait  for  pike.  The  Market  Weighton  Canal 
should  also  be  in  nice  trim  for  pike  fishing. 
The  East  Hull  Band  Angling  Association  held 
their  aimual  spread  at  the  Holderness  Hotel,  and 
distributed  their  prizes  for  the  past  season,  Messrs. 
L.  Linsley,  W.  Warriner,  and  J.  Large  taking 
the  first  three  points  prizes.  The  Hull  and 
District  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association  have 
just  issued  their  fifteenth  annual  balance  sheet  and 
report,  M'hich  shows  a  very  healthy  state  of  affairs, 
with  a  nice  balance  in  hand  to  commence  the 
coming  season  with.  During  the  past  season  769 
members  registered  their  names,  and  eight  new 
angling  societies  became  affiliated  to  the  association. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

For  a  sound  and  prosperous  club,  the  Longsight 
Anglers'  Association  would  be  hard  to  beat.  It  is 
fifteen  years  since  it  started,  and  has  never  been  in 
difficulties  ;  but  only  two  of  the  founders  remain — 
John  Kershaw  and  Wm.  Broomhall.  Last  year 
thirty-seven  new  members  joined,  and  only  one 
resignation  sent  in.  The  number  of  re-elections  on 
the  executive  speaks  loudly  for  popularity  and 
appreciation  of  services.  An  enthusiastic  secretary 
and    executive    have    put    the    Royal  Walton 


Anglers,  Blackley,  in  the  front  rank  and  kept 
them  there.  The  anniversary  of  the  Stockport 
County  Anglers  last  Monday  was  a  huge  success. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  last  meeting  of  the  Ardwick  Angling  Society 
was  well  attended.  Next  Tuesday  they  will  arrange 
an  open  contest  before  the  close  of  the  season. 
Next  Monday  the  Moss  Side  Socials  will  deal  with 
the  deferred  business  from  the  annual  meeting,  and 
arrange  for  a  stocking  competition.  The  Salford 
Socials  at  their  last  meeting  accepted  some  new 
members  and  arranged  for  their  anniversary.  The 
past  year  has  closed  with  a  lot  of  prizes  unawarded 
for  specimen  fish.  In  some  classes  there  were  not 
enough  to  justify  award,  and  in  others  the  fish  were 
under  limit. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Doings  have  been  remarkably  quiet  on  the  Trent. 
Another  return  of  frost  has  been  followed  by  a  spell 
of  open  weather,  which,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will 
continue.  On  Jan.  1 2  and  1 3  we  had  an  abundance 
of  ice-floes;  these  were  gone  on  the  following 
day,  and  roach  enthusiasts  were  actually  killing 
good  -  sized  fish  at  Wilf  ord  and  in  the  free 
waters  of  the  city.  The  beat  take,  one  of 
seventeen,  was  effected  by  Mr.  H.  Briggs,  who, 
as  usual,  relied  on  scented  paste  of  his  own  prepar- 
ing.   I  think  I  know  the  secret  of  the  preparation, 


few  rods  were  out  last  week,  and  although  Severn 
and  Teme  were  fishaljlo,  wo  have  only  lieard  of  a 
few  pike  and  .some  decent  roach  b?ing  taken. 
Rastocking  the  various  club  waters  is  in 
progress,  and  some  seven  or  eight  huadrod 
two  -  year  -  olds  will  bo  added  to  one  of  Mr. 
L.  F.  Higgs'  private  fisheries,  two  or  three  other 
lesser  quantities  to  other  waters,  and  it  is  hoped 
sport  this  season  will  be  better  than  in  the  past. 
Sport  in  this  district  last  year  was  about  the  worst 
ever  remembered. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Moderate  sport  has  been  experienced  with  gray- 
ling, pike,  and  other  fish.  The  best  anglers  aro 
anxious  to  catch  the  first-named,  knowing  that  at 
this  season  they  are  in  better  form  for  serving  up 
than  at  any  other  time.  On  account  of  the  frost 
fish  are  well  on  the  feed.  York  rodmen  are 
interested  in  a  display  of  Yorkshire  fresh-water  fish 
collected  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  Curator 
of  the  Yorkshire  Philosophical  Society's  Museum, 
to  which  they  are  to  be  added.  There  is  a  remark- 
able specimen  of  a  barbel  weighing  91b.  14oz., 
which  was  caught  in  the  Swale  at  Topcliffe,  Thirsk, 
on  June  25  la.st.  Other  fish  include  lampreys,  which 
ascend  the  Ouse  from  October  to  April,  and  are 
caught  in  traps  at  Naburn  locks  and  then  sent  to 
Holland,  where  the  Dutch  fishermen  use  them  as 
bait.    Henry  I.,  as  we  read  in  English  history,  died 


j^'tJr  /?rw»  (cvX  iie^jHCy^ 


but  it  would  be  unfair  to  Mr.  Briggs  to  give  it  away 
without  his  permission.  There  is  no  doubt  that, 
locally,  he  creels  more  roach  than  any  other  angler. 
Mr.  Jem  Davis  is  reported  to  have  taken  a  barbel 
near  the  public  baths  with  a  bit  of  greaves  for  bait. 
The  fish,  I  hear,  weighed  41b.  odd,  and  the 
fact  of  its  feeding  in  frosty  weather  stands  out 
as  a  novelty.  Some  roach  and  chub  were  got 
by  the  brandling  and  cockspur  at  Fiskerton  on 
Jan.  1 1.  As  we  have  had  very  little  snow,  the 
Trent,  through  the  thaw,  has  not  risen  to  any 
appreciable  extent.  At  the  time  of  writing  the 
water  was  low  and  clear,  and  therefore  in  capital 
condition  for  chub  and  pike  fishing.  Bait  is  plentiful, 
and  as  the  ice  is  off  the  backwaters  doings  ought 
soon  to  be  again  active.  Worms,  owing  to  the 
"  bone  "  in  the  ground,  are  still  a  very  scarce  article. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  had  a  return  of  the  frost  oh  Jan.  9,  and  the 
latter  end  of  the  week  was  devoted  to  skating  instead 
of  fishing,  and  some  of  the  angling  eommimity,  by 
their  lamentations  and  actions,  are  justifying  the 
saying,  "  Hope  deferred  maketh  the  heart  sick,"  for 
they  packed  up  their  tackle  and  put  their  rods  away 
until  springtime  comes  again.  A  nice;gentle  thaw 
commenced  on  Monday  night  and  is  continuing, 
and  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  indication 
of  snow,  and  as  the  rivers,  although  above  the 
winter  level,  are  fairly  good  in  colour  and  the 
weather  comparatively  mild,  we  shall  see  some  of 
our  hardy  sportsmen  on  the  warpath  again.  Very 


from  eating  too  freely  of  lampreys,  of  which  he 
was  very  fond. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Spring  salmon  have  been  arriving  in  good  numbers, 
as  far  as  can  be  judged,  in  all  the  principal  earlier 
waters,  and,  according  as  the  opening  day  ap- 
proaches, the  prospects  for  the  angling  continue  to 
improve.  The  spawning  season  has  been,  generally, 
a  very  successful  one.  Sea  angling  has  not  beea 
resumed  at  any  place,  and  very  little  is  done  at 
any  station  in  Ireland  before  May.  Spring  mackerel 
have  been  reported  as  off  the  coasts  of  Kerry  and 
Cork  at  a  few  places,  and  the  nets  have  had  some 
"spring"  pollack  in  Kenmare  Fjord,  BallinskeUigs 
Bay,  and  Dingle  Bay. 

North  of  Ireland. 

The  rivers  are  beginning  to  feel  the  effects  of  the 
frost,  and  are  lowering.  The  scheme  for  netting  the 
North  Woodburn  reservoirs,  and  transferring  the 
trout  to  Lough  Mourne,  has  been  abandoned,  and 
instead  it  is  proposed  to  purchase  young  rain- 
bows with  the  money  raised  for  the  original  project. 
At  Monej'more  Petty  Sessions  last  week,  two  lads, 
named  John  M'Garvey.jun.,  and  John  Jordon,  jun., 
were  prosecuted  for  having  tlirown  stones  at  fish  in 
the  mill-race.  Each  of  the  defendants  was  convicted, 
and  fined  £2.  Albert  Ashcroft,  Ballygoney,  was 
charged  with  having  attempted  to  catch  fish  with 
his  hands  in  the  BalUnderry  river.  Wm.  Ashcroft 
was  charged  with  assaulting  the  water-bailiffs  and 
obstructing  them  in  the  course  of  their  duty.  Hugh 
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Ashcroft  was  charged  with  obstruction.  The  court 
fined  Albert  Ashcroft  £2,  William  Ashcroft  5s., 
and  dismissed  the  case  against  Hugh  Ashcroft. 

COEK. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Cork  Board  of  Con- 
servators was  held  on  Jan.  11,  Alderman  H.  Dale 
presiding.  The  secretary,  Mr.  E.  J.  Brennan, 
reported  that  in  consequence  of  drift  netting  and 
the  assaults  on  the  bailiffs  last  year,  he  had  arranged 
to  put  on  an  extra  boat  in  the  tideway.  A  fine  of 
£6  imposed  on  two  Dripsey  poachers  was  voted  to 
Sergeant  Batemen.  who  had  rendered  most  valuable 
assistance  during  the  close  season  for  the  past  ten 
years.  The  audited  accounts  of  the  Board  showed 
that  the  income  in  the  past  year  was  £821  15s.,  or 
an  increase  of  £33-1  from  the  prc%-ious  year.  The 
expenditure  was  £S31  5s.  lOd.  During  the  year 
twenty  persons  were  prosecuted  for  alleged  breaches 
of  the  fishery  laws,  and  sixteen  convictions  were 
secured,  fines  ranging  from  £5  to  £1  having  been 
imposed.  The  services  of  the  Royal  Irish  Con- 
stabulary were  recognised  in  the  report.  The  chair- 
man again  di-ew  attention  to  the  urgent  necessity 
for  building  ■4\alls  at  Inniscarra  weir,  where  im- 
mense numbers  of  salmon  were  killed  by  poachers 
every  close  season.  The  building  of  the  walls 
would  not  prejudice  anybody's  interest,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  would  benefit  the  whole  river.  The  pro- 
ject was  at  a  standstill  because  certain  gentlemen 
were  lukewarm  about  the  matter. 

SliGo  District. 

All  through  the  latter  part  of  December  the  Sligo 
was  in  flood,  and  the  runs  of  salmon  went  right 
through  the  river  to  Lough  Gill  and  the  upper 
waters  in  large  shoals.  The  catch  since  the  opening 
has  been  hght,  but  the  salmon  taken  were  in  the 
very  pink  of  condition.  Now  that  the  weather  has 
softened  a  bit,  the  prospects  have  improved  con- 
siderably. Rod-fishing  prospects  are  considered  to 
be  good. 

OXFORD  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 


time  had  not  yet  expired  for  the  weighing  in  of 
fish,  but  already  there  had  been  a  very  substantial 
ninnber  of  the'difl'erent  fish  weighed  in  for  the 
various  prizes  offered  by  the  society,  and,  so  far 
as  it  was  possible  to  prophesy,  apparently  the  year 
would  be  a  \'ery  good  one.  For  the  present  year, 
1908,  the  committee  had  already  voted  a  sum 
of  so  tmich  as  £17  for  the  purpose  of  restocking 
their  waters.  Of  that  sum  £7  would  be  devoted 
to  restocking  with  trout  and  £10would  be  expended 
in  the  purchase  of  further  perch  and  roach.  He 
thought  it  was  their  duty  to  look  forward  and 
exhaust  every  means  at  their  disposal  with  a  view 
to  restocking  their  water  and  increasing  the  benefits 
to  be  derived  from  fishing  them.  During  the  past 
year  the  University  had  challenged  their  right  to 
that  part  of  the  Clierwell  knowi\  as  Wilsoy  Corner, 
and  this  had  occupied  much  of  his  attention,  hut 
he  need  only  say  that  on  comparing  title  deeds  they 
found  that  the'society's  title  deeds  were  earlier  in 
date  than  theirs.  He  would  conclude  by  wishing 
them  a  most  Happy  and  Prosperous  New  Year. 

Tlie  Secretarv,  in  replying,  said  their  waters  had 
been  well  fished  during  the  season,  and  on  competi- 
tion days  bag-s  of  roach  weighing  over  six  and 
seven  pounds  were  taken,  measwing  over  eight 
inches.  He  thought  the  committee  had  adopted  a 
xery  wise  procedure  in  stocking  with  full-sized  fish 
that  could  take  care  of  themselves. 

j\Ir.  R.  L.  Surman,  in  proposing  the  toast  of 
"  The  Officers."  said  that  society,  without  efficient 
officers,  would  be  like  a  rod  and  line  without  a  hook. 
Their  officers  were  second  to  none,  and  he  was  sure 
they  were  never  happier  than  when  studying  the 
welfare  of  their  fellow  members. 


The  above  society  held  their  annual  dinner  at 
the  Three  Cups  Hotel  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  14.  The 
president  (Mr.  George  Mallam)  occupied  the  chair. 

Mr.  J.  D.  A'Bear  proposed  the  toast  of  the  "  Mayor 
and  Corporation  and  City  Police  Force"  in  several 
witty  and  clever  verses  of  his  own  compilation. 

The  sheriff  (Councillor  W.  H.  Taylor)  in  respond- 
ing, said  the  chairman  had  been  good  enough  to 
suggest  that  he  should  do  so  in  the  same  tones. 
But^if  there  was  one  thing  he  could  not  "  abear  " 
(laughter)  it  was  poetry.  He  should  thiiik  Mr. 
A'Bear  must  have  been  some  considerable  time  at 
that  task.  He  only  regretted  he  had  not  sent  him 
(the  sheriff)  a  copy,  for  he  would  then  have  been 
able  to  get  some  of  those  "  silent "  members  of  the 
council  to  whom  he  had  referred  to  write  a  reply  in 
suitable  terms.  Some  of  the  gentlemen  in  the 
council  did  not  say  much  perhaps,  but  they 
thought  a  good  deal.  He  was  told  that  he 
had  some  connection  with  the  fisheries 
of  Oxford,  but  although  he  had  made 
inquiries  he  had  not  satisfied  himself  as  to  what 
his  duties  were  or  what  waters  he  controlled,  but 
he  believed  they  comprised  all  within  the  Oxford 
boundaries.  As  they  knew,  the  Freemen  claimed 
them,  but  he  believed  they  were  public  waters. 
Whatever  his  duties  were,  however,  they  might 
depend  upon  him  to  attend  to  them.  It  was 
cmite  true  that  they  had  some  of  all  sorts  m  the 

council  some  who   talked,  and  some  who  did 

not.  There  was  a  large  amount  of  work  to  be  done 
and,  no  doubt,  there  would  soon  be  even  more,  for 
the  recent  Acts  of  Parliament  mostly  had  to  be 
enforced  either  by  the  City  or  County  Councils,  or 

the  police.  „  .    ,      .    , ,      ,  r 

Detective-Inspector  F.  Trinder,  m  the  absence  of 
the  Chief  Constable,  responded  on  behalf  of  the 
Oxford  City  PoUce  Force.  rrv,  t  a 

The  Chairman  then  proposed  ihe  Oxtord 
AngUng  and  Preservation  Society."  He  was  very 
glad  to  inform  them  what  perhaps  they  very  well 
knew,  that  that  society  was  still  in  a  very  pros- 
perous condition.  The  membership  was  mcreasmg, 
a  fact  which  he  thought  he  had  been  able  to 
announce  every  time  he  had  addressed  them  at 
their  dinner  Up  to  the  present  time  the  members 
numbered  220.  That,  he  thought,  reflected  great 
credit  upon  their  secretary,  upon  the  committee,  and 
upon  those  members  of  that  society  who  were  domg 
their  best  to  extend  its  influence.  The  society  had 
been  doing  very  good  work  during  the  past  year 
with  regard  to  preservation.  The  committee  had 
been  restocking  their  waters,  and  in  February 
ast  100  three-year-old  trout  were  put  in  and  as 
many  as  300  large  perch  and  a  similar  number  of 
rudd,  all  of  them  being  fine  samples  of  fish.  The 


Issociafions,  cfc. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  ^josi. 


Anglers'  Association. 
The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  at 
Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden-lane,  Barbican,  B.C., 
on  Monday  evening,  Jan.  20,  at   eight  o'clock. — 
R.  G.  Woodruff,  Secretary 


Hotel,  Covent  Garden,  recently,  at  whicli  Old 
Izaak  "  (as  presideijt)  occupied  the  chair.  Mr.  W. 
H.  Elsmore,  V.P.,  also  attended,  and  was  warmly 
welcomed  by  the  delegates.  The  challenge  cup 
committee  reported  that  tliey  had  selected  a  massive 
and  handsome  silver  cup  (a  beautiful  replica  of  the 
Goodwood  Gold  Cup),  the  cover  surmounted  by  the 
statuette  of  an  angler  fully  equipped,  with  gold  and 
silver  medals  specially  ciesigned.  Attention  was 
called  to  sundry  matters  connected  with  railway 
privileges  and  the  like,  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  (secre- 
tary) announced  that  the  L.B.  and  S.C.  Railway  had 
arranged  for  the  Svmday  train  to  Pulborough,  Fittle- 
worth,  and  Amberley  to  leave  London  Bridge  at 
,7  a.m.,  and  New  Cross  at  7.6  a.m.,  times  which  will 
be  adhered  to  during  the  winter  months.  Other 
business  wai  dealt  with,  the  proceedings  closing 
witli  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  cup  committee  and  the 
president. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society.  ' 
On  Tuesday,  Jan.  14,  Mr.  C.  Salisbury  presided. 
The  society's  fisheries  at  both  Langford  and  Wrays- 
bury  were  reported  to  be  frozen  over.  However, 
several  members  had  fished — having  in  some  cases 
to  break  the  ice — but  the  results  were  not  by  any 
means  encouraging.  The  only  fish  reported  were  a 
few  sizeable  roach  taken  by  Mr.  W.  E.  PhiUips  at 
King's  Weir.  A  gentleman  proposed  on  Dec.  31 
was  balloted  for  and  duly  elected.  There  will  be  a 
concert  on  Tuesday  next  (Jan.  21),  wtien  Mr.  G.  W. 
Thompson  will  take  the  chair,  Mr.  G.  H.  Green  being 
musical  director;  the  names  of  these  gentlemen 
ensure  success,  and  as  it  will  be  a  "  Ladies'  Night," 
a  large  attendance  is  hoped  for  and  expected.  The 
customary  C.L.P.S.  toast  and  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chairman  concluded  the  proceedings. 
— Hon.  Sec. 

Clarence  Angling  Society. 
There  was  a  good  muster  on  Tuesday  evening ; 
owing  to  the  bad  weather,  fishing  reports  were 
anything  but  promising,  but  we  all  hope  for  better 
times.  The  Ashford  competition  has  been  post- 
poned for  more  favourable  conditions.  After  the 
business  was  concluded,  we  had  the  pleasure  of 
dining  with  oiu-  genial  host,  H.  H.  Stephens. — 
W.  J.  Carter,  Hon.  Sec. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
At  our  weekly  meeting  on  Wednesday,  the 
draw  for  the  semi-final  of  the  cup  took  place,  but 
when  and  where  the  members  left  in  are  to  fish 
have  not  been  decided.  Angling  seems  to  have  been 
quite  at  a  standstill  this  last  week,  many  members 
preferring  skating  to  fishing,  but  no  immersions.— 
H.  W.  S. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 
Last  Wednesday,  Mr.  H.  T.  Ashby  greatly  pleased 
and  interested  the  members  with  accounts  of  his 
travels,  illustrated  by  very  excellent  lantern  slides 
prepared  from  his  voluminous  snapshots.  Last 
year  he   visited  the    North   African   Coast — the 
result  a  highly  descriptive  paper,  "A  Cruise  on 
the  Barbary  Coast,"  which  he  reached  by  way 
of  Naples  and  Palermo.    Tunis  and  its  French 
occupation  were    ably  dilated    upon,   and  then 
alono-  the  coast  cs  far  as  Tangier.    The  views 
were  good  and  full,  and  with  Mr.  Ashby's  full  and 
yet  most  succinct  account  of  the  places  left  very 
clear  impressions  of  the  scenery,  buildings  and 
people  upon  the  minds  of  all  present.    As  customary 
with  him,  the  rich  architecture  of  Greek,  Roman  and 
Saracenic  times  were  most  perfectly  reproduced, 
and  the  queer  modern  mixed  life  of  the  French- 
man  and  the  Arab  vividly  portrayed.  Though 
the  paper  was  a  long  one  and  the  views  many 
no    weariness  was  possible,   the  clock  marking, 
quite  unob  erved,    a    late   hour  at    the  finish. 
The  lecturer  was,  of  couise,  most  heartily  thanked, 
also  Mr.  Summers,  the  occupant  of  the  social  chair. 
The  business,  with  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  in  the  chair, 
was  mainly  confined  to  confirming  the  new  club 
bye-laws  submitted  last  week.     The  additional 
upper  floor  secured  by  the  society  will  enable  the 
committee  to  further    develop   the  club   life  by 
devoting  the  large  room  daily  exclusively  to  that 
object.    Tlie  bye  laws  now  passed  will  be  regis- 
tered with  the  authorities   under  ■  the   Club  Act 
and    the    room  will    be    open    daily  with  the 
usual  club  amenities  from  11  a.m.  to  4  p.m.,  except 
on  Saturdays,  when  it  closes  at  noon.    A  telegram 
from  Deal  ' announced  the  belated  arrival  of  the 
sprat.    There  is  yet  time  for  the  equally  belated 
cod,  and  some  good  sport  is  anticipated.  Large 
catches  of  haddock  are  reported  from  Bideford.  It 
is  stated  there  have  been  none  caught  there  for 
forty  years.    On  Wednesday  next  a  paper  on  an 
important  subject  will  be  read  by  J.  Wrench  Towse, 
Esq.,  of  the  Fishmongers'  Company. — H.  P. 
Central  Association. 
Twenty -seven  clubs  were  represented  at  the 
Central  Association  meeting  held  at  the  Nag's  Head 


Gresham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  A.  G.  Spaull  presided  at  the  usual  weekly 
meeting  on  Tuesday  last,  but  there  was  very  little 
business  to  transact;  thus  the  meeting  resolved 
itself  into  a  circle  round  the  fire,  and  pleasant  inter- 
course was  the  order  of  the  evening.  Messrs.  Ley 
and  W.  Dick  were  busy  auditing  the  accounts  of 
the  past  year.  No  fishing  reports  came  to  hand, 
but  a  report  received  from  Kelvedon  stated  that 
the  river  was  frozen  over.  During  the  past  fort- 
night the  Chesham  fishery  has  received  a  large 
number  of  good  trout,  and  more  are  to  follow. 
A  large  number  of  trout  have  been  seen 
on  the  spawning  beds  on  the  lower  waters, 
but  spawning  operations  are  nearly  over  now. 
During  the  evening  a  communication  was  received 
from  Mr.  G.  Hoyle,  who  is  taking  a  party  of  anglers 
to  Ireland  at  Easter.  Any  member  wishing  for 
further  information  can  obtain  particulars  from 
the  hon.  sec.  There  will  be  a  special  committee 
meeting  on  Jan.  21,  at  7  p.m.  prompt. — Hon.  Sec. 


A  NIGHT  Wr  BURNS. 


All  those  who  cherish  the  writings  of  Robert 
Burns  will  flock  to  the  Royal  Albert  Hall,  Kensing- 
ton, on  Jan.  25,  to  celebrate  the  149th  anniversary 
of  the  great  Scottish  patriot  and  poet.  The  con- 
cert is  under  the  direction  of  the  Scottish  Clans' 
Association,  who  devote  the  proceeds  to  Scottish 
charities,  and  is  under  the  patronage  of  her  Royal 
Highness  Princess  Louise  (Duchess  of  Argyll),  Her 
Royal  Highness  Princess  Christian,  Her  Royal 
Highness  the  Duchess  of  Connaught,  Their  Graces 
the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Sutherland,  Lord  and 
Lady  Strathcona,  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  the  Duke 
of  Buccleuch,  Right  Hon.  A.  J.  Balfour,  the  Earl 
of  Dundonald,  and  other  Scottish  nobility.  The 
artistes  include  Miss  Perceval  Allen,  Miss  Ada 
Forrest,  Madame  Ada  Crossley,  Miss  Esther  Yunson, 
Mr.  Ben  Davies,  Mr.  Roderick  MacLeod  (Gaelic 
tenor),  Mr.  Thorpe  Bates,  Mr.  W.  L.  Cockburn,  and 
Messrs.  J.  W.  and  A.  Ritch'e,  violinists ;  also  the 
string  band  of  His  Majesty's  Scots  Guards,  and 
Pipers  and  Dancers  of  the  Scottish  Clans' Association 
Special  arrangements  have  been  made  with  tlie 
management  of  several  railway  companies  to  run 
excursion  trains  on  the  evening  of  the  concert. 
Full  particulars  can  be  obtained  from  the  hon. 
secretary,  Mr.  J.  Sommerville,  158,  Leadenhall- 
street,  E.C. 
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The  pipe  that  clears  today  of 
past  regrets  and  future  fears 

Omar  Khayyam  (raodernisedl, 
is  a  pipe  filled  witb 


Players 
Navy 

Mixture 


■  Sold  t'n  Two  Strengths: 

K    Mild,  5d. 

per  oz. 

W  Medium,  4id. 

par  oz. 


A  Tobacco  of  Matchless  Charm. 


John  Player  &  Sons, 
Nottingham,  will  for- 
wardTesting  Samples 
post  free  to  applicants 
mentioning  this  paper. 


u 


We  are  introducing  a  line,  the  .  .  . 

SPIDER  WEB 

which  we  think  will  be  appreciated  by  all  those  who  fish  for 
Pike  in  the  "artistic"  and  sportsmanlike  style,  namely, 
SPINNING  from  the  Reel. 

It  is  well  known  that  an  "  widressed''  line  leaves  the  red 
better  than  the  best  and  most  soft  "  dressed "  line,  but  there 
were  disadvantages  about  an  undressed"  line  (the  principal  one 
being  that  they  absorb  water  and  become  .thick  and  clumsy)  so 
that  most  fishermen  have  adopted  "  dressed "  lines.  Our 
SPIDER  WEB  Line  is  an  ''■undressed"  line  made  of  a  special 
silk,  treated  in  a  special  manner,  and  twisted  extraordinarily  fine 
and  close.  We  have  given  it  thorough  and  practical  trial,  and 
we  venture  to  say  that  it  will  be  a  revelation  to  those  who  have 
been  casting  with  ordinary  lines;  a  longer  cast  and  a  more 
accurate  one  is  made,  and  it  leaves  the  Reel  so  "  sweetly "  that 
the  liability  to  overthrows  and  tangles  is  greatly  reduced,  and 
it  does  not  become  water-logged. 

We  make  three  sizes  : — 
X,  which  is  suitable  for  the  finest  light  bait  casting. 
Y,  which  is  suitable  for  fine  Pike  fishing. 

Z,  which  is  capable  of  dealing  with  any  Pike  that  are  Irkdy  to  be 
caught ;  and  the  present  writer  would  only  be  too  glad  to 
be  fast  in  one  of  those  mythical  40-pounders  with  this  line 
on,  as  (although  not  at  all  a  thick  line)  the  breaking  strain 
is  much  above  the  possible  pull  of  such  a  fish. 

ANY  TACKLE  DEALER  WILL  SUPPLY  THESE  "SPIDER  WEB"  LINES. 


Hy.  Milward  &  Sons,  Ltd., 


(Wholesale.) 


ANNUAL  DISPERSAL 

BURBERRY-PROOFS,  TOP  COATS,  WEATHER 
PROOFS,  SUITS,  MUFTI. 

DURING  JANUARY. 

Usual  Price.  Sale  Price. 

63/- Urbitor  Top  Coats      -  -31/6 
105/-  Burberry  Sporting  Suits      -  52/6 
42/.  Ridiig  Breeches  -      -  -21/- 

2 63/- Burberry-Proof  Slip  ons  -45/- 
Importaiil  to  Motorists  ami  Hunting  Men. 
FUR-LINED  TOP  COATS 
IN  WEATHERPROOF  CLOTH. 


USUAL 

PRfce 


During  the  Sale  these  perfect 
groods  may  be  bargained  for. 


Full  List  on  application — 

BURBERRYS,  30  to  33,  Haymarlcet,  LONDON,  S.W. 


ALL  INTERESTED 

IN  THE  SUBJECT  SHOULD  READ 

MINIATURE  RIFLE  SHOOTING 

By  L.  R.  TIPPINS,  AutJwr  of  "  Modem  Bifle  Shooting  "  dx. 
WITH  MANY  ILLUSTRATIONS. 


CONTENTS.— k  Note  on  Rifle  Shooting  at  Home  by  R.  B.  Marston,  Methods  and 
First  Principles ;  Gallery  Cartridges ;  Mid-Range  Miniature  Cartridges ;  Rifle 
■lights ;  Gallery  Rifles ;  Morris  Tubes ;  Breech  Adaptors ;  Mid-Range  Miniature 
Rifles  ;  Indoor  Ranges  ;  Outdoor  Ranges  ;  Targets  ;  Learning  to  Shoot ;  Cleaning 
the  Rifle  ;  Range  and  Practice ;  Miniature  Matches  and  Competition ;  Rifle  Clubs ; 
Supplementary  Chapter.   

The  Times  says  :  "  We  could  only  wish,  with  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  who  has  written  an  instructive 
preface  to  the  work,  that  Rifle  Shooting  could  be  termed  with  us  a  national  iiastinie.  ...  A  handy 
little  volume." 

The  Spectator  says  :  "  Will  be  found  of  the  greatest  service  to  those  who  are  interested  in  the 
formation  of  Civilian  Rifle  Clubs.    A  perfect  mine  of  information." 

Volunteer  Service  Gazette  :  "  Will  not  only  be  welcomed  By  beginners,  hut  will  be  perused 
with  advantage  by  the  more  experienced.  .  .  .  Singularly  clear  and  lucid." 

Can  be  had  post  pbee  by  sending-  2/2  in  stamps  to  R.  B.  Mabston,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.G. 


Actuciil   Size— Best  English  Make. 

PINCERS 

5_HPJ.CUTT_EF? 
SMALL  WIRE  CUTTER 


LARGE  WIRE  CUTTER 


Sent  POST  FREE  to  any 
Address  in  the  United 
Kingdom  for 
in    Stamps    or  Postal 
Order,  by 


WILSON  &  SMITH, 

Ironmongers  to 
His  Majesty, 

7  &  8,  KING  WILLIAM 
STREET,  W.C. 


Postage  to  United  States 
and  Canada,  7d.  extra. 
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BRITISH  SEA  ANG LEES'  SOCIETY. 


SEA-TROUT  FISHING. 


The  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  announced  in 
their  ''Pocket  Book"  last  year  the  addition  of 
another  species  to  the  list  of  fish  in  their  Specimen 
Fish  Competition  in  Biitish  waters— sea-trout  of 
minimum  weight  of  71bs.  The  "  Sarcelle  "  cup  and 
medals  were  the  prizes. 

Since  then  a  Special  Challenge  Cup  has  been 
assigned  also  to  a  number  of  the  species — one 
especially  for  sea  trout.  The  late  Mr.  Colquhoim 
Kemp  suggested  that  as  so  little  information  existed 
as  to  the  habits  of  the  fish — its  habitat,  food,  and 
how  it  might  be  caught — it  would  be  well  to  devote 
an  evening  to  its  consideration  ;  and  Mr.  A.  C.  Poole, 
of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  was  induced  by  the  Com- 
mittee to  read  a  paper,  and  thus  open  a  discussion, 
on  the  subject. 

This  was  done  on  Jan.  8,  and  as  the  sea-trout 
\mdoubtedly  takes  a  fly  considerable  interest 
attached  to  the  discussion.  Moreover  the  sea-trout 
has  been  claimed  as  the  proper  prey  of  the  sea- 
angler,  while  the  fieshwater  angler  has  been  by  no 
means  disposed  to  waive  his  claim  on  the  fish  as 
freshwater  prey. 

Mr.  A.  C.  Poole  commenced  by  apologising  for 
the  scanty  information  upon  the  svibject  he  had 
been  able  to  accumulate,  but  thanks  to  Mr.  Horace 
Brown,  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  and  Mr.  Pickup, 
the  Secretary  of  the  British  Sea- Anglers'  Society, 
he  had  accumulated  sufficient  to  make  a  paper. 

Although  now  by  choice  a  freshwater  angler,  he 
had  originally  been  a  sea  angler,  and  remained  one 
in  the  spirit — in  the  Ramsgate  neiahbourhood  as  a 
boy,  and  since  then  he  had  fished  the  Shetlands  and 
the  Hebrides,  the  County  Donegal  in  Ireland, 
between  the  Forelands,  and  all  down  the  south  coast 
to  Cornwall,  and  loved  the  sea  and  all  that  apper- 
tains to  it. 

He  had  never  caught  tlie  sea  trout  in  fresh  water 
but  in  the  salt  bays  and  voes  in  Shetland  and  diol 
not  much  care  for  the  fishing  from  the  rocks  there, 
but  sea  trout  were  there  in  plenty  in  proper  season. 
He  had  found  the  garden  lobworm  the  most  killing 
bait  on  "  Stewart "  tackle,  two  hooks  and  no  lead 
upon  nine  feet  of  gut,  casting  the  worm  as  a  flj', 
letting  it  sink  in  the  slack  water.  A  fly  is  similarly 
used,  but  the  worm  is  the  best. 

He  was  doubtful  whether  sea-trout  went  far  out 
into  the  deep  parts  of  the  sea ;  they  were  most 
frequently  found  in  estuaries  or  on  the  coast,  where 
a  similar  bottom  existed,  i  They  did  not  appear  to  be 
of  gregarious  habit,  and  were  seen  in  small  numbers 
at  a  time.  Their  diet  appeared  to  be  mostly  crusta- 
cean, modified  when  they  got  into  brackish  waters,  as 
they  went  up  into  (he  fresh  water  to  spawn,  when 
they  lose  their  bright  silver  scales,  and  when  taken 
there  are  found  to  refemble  in  colour  the  brown 
trout,  and  the  large  ones  will  still  lise  at  the  dry 
fly.  Fishing  from  the  rocks  in  tl.e  Hebrides  on 
both  sides  of  Harris,  he  had  taken  one  of  8Jlb.  on  a 
sunk  fly,  Zulu,  No.  12  hook,  and  two  of  41b.  and 
5£-lb.  on  the  dry  fly — Red  QuUl,  on  nought-sized 
Limerick  hook.  We  are  all  anxious  to  hear  of  sea- 
trout  taken  at  sea,  and  with  what  bait. 

Near  Ramsgate  and  in  the  entrance  to  the  River 
Stour  they  are  frequently  taken,  and  are  no  doubt 
the  so-called  Fordwych  salmon.  In  Cornwall  they 
are  sometimes  taken  with  a  sand  eel  while  fishing 
for  bass,  and  in  Loch  Boisdale  half  a  herring  has 
proved  to  be  a  good  bait. 

Off  the  Long  Nose  by  the  North  Foreland  and  in 
the  seine  nets  of  the  Dover  fishermen  they  are  to 
be  found  in  all  the  glory  of  their  silver  livery,  but 
not  in  numbers.  Off  Hampton,  near  Heme  Bay, 
they  are  met  with  in  company  with  the  bass. 

Mr.  Poole  in  conclusion  trusted  that  he  had  at  any 
rate  said  enough  to  provoke  full  discussion  of  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Ivan  Boyton  had  only  caught  sea-trout  in  the 
salt  water  of  the  voes,  never  in  the  rivers  ;  he  had 
been  told  he  should  find  them  on  the  sand-bars,  but 
all  the  decent  sized  fish  were  in  the  voes.  He 
tried  both  the  sand-eel  and  the  fly  as  bait, 
but  unsuccessfully  ;  worms,  the  garden  lob  in 
preference,  appeared  to  be  the  thing — the  only 
thing — and  nothing  else  would  do.  A  biggish  hook 
was  used  on  large  "  Stewart  "  tackle  like  that  used 
for  worming  for  salmon.  Tliey  were  often  among 
the  seaweed.  August  and  the  beginning  of  Sep- 
tember was  the  best  time — get  them  going  in  and 
out  of  the  pools.'  Fishing  at  slack  tide  was  no 
good. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Croft-Handley  had  taken  sea-trout  up 
to  8lb.  in  the  north  of  Scotland  with  worm  and 
"Stewart"  tackle  in  the  voes.  Though  not  a  fly 
fisher,  he  was  of  opinion  that  flies  were  of  little  or 
no  use  as  bait. 


Mr.  E.  M.  Mallett  had  fished  for  them  in  the  voes 
iu  the  middle  of  September. 

Mr.  Holbrow  remarked  they  were  nice  fish,  but 
never  there  when  wanted.  Tliey  had  been  taken 
on  whitebait  at  Newhaven. 

Mr.  Summers  confirmed  their  presence  at  New- 
haven.  They  rise  frequently  upon  the  reef  a  mile 
outside,  always  isolated.  Tliey  rise  well  out  of  the 
water,  and  off  Cuckmere  on  rocky  ground.  When 
the  sand-eels  are  about  they  may  be  foimd  on 
a  sandy  bottom.  Alluding  to  their  presence 
at  sea  in  the  spawning  period,  he  hazarded  the 
question  as  to  the  existence  of  freshwater 
springs  in  comparatively  shallow  waters.  He  had 
observed  such  ofi  Newhaven,  and  suspected  their 
exi  -tence  off  the  North  Foreland.  As  to  their  being 
freshwater  prey,  he  said  if  so,  he  did  not  care  about 
them  ;  but  if  he  could  find  and  take  them  in  the 
sea,  he  would  make  them  a  sea-angling  prey,  though 
he  not  s?e  anything  in  the  matter  to  disturb  the 
very  amicable  relations  existing  between  the  patrons 
of  both  the  forms  of  spoi't. 

Mr.  T.  B.  Bates  had  seen  numerous  sea-trout  of 
from  2^1b.  to  31b.  taken,  in  good  condition,  in  the 
smelt  seines  at  Gorleston.  They  were  well  known 
all  along  that  coast.  He  wondered  they  were  not 
more  sought  by  the  anglers.  There  were  few  sand 
eels  there,  but  much  "  brit." 

The  chairman,  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin,  in  view  of  the 
society's  action  in  including  it  in  their  list  of  speci- 
men fish,  said  the  subject  of  sea-trout  fishing  was  an 
important  one,  confirming  Mr.  Poole's  remarks  as 
to  its  habitat,  and  he  contended  [that  Norway  was 
certainly  its  best  locale.  He  was  of  opinion  that 
none  of  the  salmonidae  eat  in  fresh  water,  but 
they  like  going  for  any  curiosity  as  a  cat  does. 
When  they  jump  at  the  fly  they  only  tell  us  they 
are  there,  not  that  they  will  take  a  bait.  Often 
they  won't  take  notice  of  anything.  Once  on  the 
Bunree  river,  in  Donegal,  the  pools  he  found  to  be 
full  of  sea-trout,  jumping.  Neither  fly  nor  anything 
else  would  they  notice,  but  next  day  altered 
their  mood  and  the  boatman  caught  a  boat- 
load. No  doubt  later  on  we  shall  learn  and 
know  much  more  about  them.  They  have 
no  stomach  during  the  spawning  season,  it  is 
abortive.  What  do  they  feed  upon  ?  Crustaceans  ? 
He  had  never  found  them  keen  on  prawn.  Now  the 
freshwater  worm  they  love,  they  can't  find  them  at 
sea  ;  that's  land  !  In  Scotland  they  take  tlie  black 
rubber  eel,  a  fine  lure  on  the  east  coast  of  Scotland, 
and  it  is  most  probable  that  the  lamprey  tempts 
them,  it  is  like  a  rvibber  eel.  It  is  clear  that  he  has  no 
stomach  when  he  spawns,  but  by  the  reflex  action  of 
what  he  calls  his  mind  he  snaps  at  what  he  loves. 
Hard  and  fast  lines  must  not  be  drawn  as  to  the 
salmonidcB.  Some  of  them  never  go  into  fresh  water 
at  all.  The  smelt  is  a  salt-water  fish,  but  it  goes 
into  fresh.  They  adapt  themselves  to  the  environ- 
ment. But,  at  any  rate,  we  may  adopt  as  a  defini- 
tion of  sea-fish  that  it  is  a  fish  in  the  sea  when  you 
find  him.  Pike  are  found  in  the  Baltic  Sea. 
Flounders,  it  is  well  knovm,  live  in  both.  They 
follow  their  food.  As  a  society  we  saw  this  was  not 
a  case  for  hard  and  fast  rules,  and  wo  did  not 
wait  to  argue,  and  decided  not  to  make  a  rule  as  to 
what  the  sea  was — salt  or  fiesh — so  that  while  we 
are  prepared  to  bid  for  sport  against  the^Piscatorial 
or  any  other  society  we  don't  intend  to  take  a  vote 
whether  a  fish  is  a  salt-water  or  a  freshwater  one. 

Mr.  Pickup,  the  secretary,  had  two  years  ago  a 
correspondence  with  Mr.  Hussey  upon  the  fish 
taken  in  Sandwich  Bay,  but  tOTned  out  to  be  a 
sea-trout.  At  Filey  salmon  were  not  uncommonly 
caught  in  the  sea.  41b.  sea-trout  are  taken  at  Filey, 
also  at  Aldborough  on  the  east  coast.  That  we 
don't  know  enough  about  them  will  not  prevent 
the  sea  angler's  endeavour  to  capture  this  sporting 
fish. 

Mr.  Horace  Brown,  of  the  Piscatorial  Society, 
knew  that  the  sea  angler  and  the  freshwater  angler 
would  always  go  hand  in  hand,  but  he  asserted  that 
the  sea-trout,  and  indeed  all  the  snlmonidce,  were 
freshwater  fish.  Notwithstanding  that  Dr.  Patterson 
read  before  his  society  a  paper  claiming  the  sal- 
monidce  as  salt  water  fish,  he  had  to  admit'  that  all 
creatures  went  home  to  breed,  so  Mr.  Brown 
contended  "  they  were  our  salmon — our  trout." 
Sea-trout  never  go  far  out  to  sea,  they  only  go 
down  to  salt  water  to  recuperate  as  the  Cockney 
goes  to  Ramsgate  in  the  season.  Let  the  sea-angler 
find  out  what  the  sea-trout  really  does  do  during 
his  stay  in  salt  water,  and  we  shall  be  better  able  to 
judge.  He  had  conscientiously  tried  to  take  them 
with  a  fly.  Being  freshwater  fish  they  ought  to 
take  a  fly.  Let  the  sea- angler  obtain  all  the  infor- 
mation he  can,  but  leave  sea-trout  to  the  freshwater 
angler. 

Mr.  Bass '  contended  that  originally  there  was 
nothing  but  salt  water  ;  then  all  fishes  were  salt 
water  ones.  T  When  fresh  water  came,  they  found  it 
convenient  to  breed^  in  it,  but  still  remained  the 
prey  of  the  British  sea- angler. 


Well,  as  a  final  result,  both  salt  and  fresh  joined 
most  amicably  together  iu  tiianking  Mr.  Poole  for 
his  excellent  opening  of  the  subject,  to  Mr.  C.  O. 
Minchin  for  his  conduct  iu  the  chair  and  most 
useful  contribution  to  the  discussion  of  the  sub'eot. 

HP. 


BATH  ANCtLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Bath  Anglers'  Asso- 
ciation was  held  on  Tuesday  evening,  Jan.  14,  at 
the  Full  Moon  Hotel,  Mr.  L.  C.  Hare  presiding.  An 
interesting  discussion  arose,  and  Col.  H.  M.  Skrine, 
a  large  riparian  landowner,  attended  to  give  his 
views  in  the  matter  of  the  alleged  netting  and 
poaching  in  the  Avon,  which  did  so  much  damage 
to  legitimate  fishing. 

The  President,  on  opening  the  meeting,  said 
they  wished  to  hear  Col.  Skrine's  views,  and 
they  thought  he  would  be  able  to  help  them 
in  the  right  direction.  Lately  the  association 
had  approached  Mr.  Foster  Barham,  clerk  of 
the  Board  of  Conservators,  but  the  result 
of  the  eommimication  was  not  very  satisfactory. 
His  idea  was,  and  he  had  not  yet  abandoned  that 
idea,  that  associations  conserving  tracts  of  water 
within  the  Avon,  Brue,  and  Parrott  fisheries  district 
might  combine,  and  as  a  beginning  pay  a  river 
watcher  an  adequate  wage  to  watch  the  district, 
and  bring  about  a  few  prosecutions,  if  he  were  able, 
"  to  encourage  the  others."  What  they  particularly 
wanted  to  do  was  to  get  the  conservators,  through 
Mr.  Forster  Barham,  to  be  sufficiently  interested 
in  the  fishery  district,  and  to  take  a  genuine  interest 
in  conserving  it,  and  putting  a  stop  once  and  for 
all  to  the  illicit  fishing  that  went  on.  He  (Mr. 
Hare)  was  firmly  convinced  that  the  Bath  Avon 
was  capable  of  holding,  and  did  hold,  as  good  trout 
as  any  river  in  the  kingdom. 

Mr.  Harding  thought  thoy  shoidd  have  an  inde- 
pendent board  in  manage  tlie  water  from  Bath  to 
Bradford,  nv  to  J>im|.iloy  Stoke,  who  would  look 
after  it  carufiilly,  and  ignore  the  Bridgwater  people. 

Col.  Siirine  said  that  that  was  exactly  what  he 
wished,  but  he  wanted  to  know  what  their  opinions 
were.  The  Board  of  Fisheries  Association  was 
brought  about  b'y  his  father.  The  Chairman  sug- 
gested that  Col.  Skrine  should  be  asked  to  arrange 
a  conference  between  the  representatives  of  the 
association  and  the  conservators  and  lay  the  whole 
question  before  them.  ^ 

Col.  Skrine  asked  for  some  further  detailed 
information  on  the  matter,  and  said  he  would  look 
into  things  himself.  Either  they  ought  to  do  away 
with  the  whole  thing  and  be  as  free  as  they  were 
beTore,  or  they  ought  to  have  a  >  eparate  board  for 
the.  Avon  and  its  tributaries. 

The  business  of  the  annual'  meeting  was  then 
proceeded  with.  Letters  of  apology  for  inability 
to  be  present  at  the  meeting  were  read  from  Dr. 
C.  Begg,  Messrs.  A.  Hawes,  and  L.  B.  Eskell. 

Mr.  Tanner,  in  the  unavoidable  absence  of  Mr. 
W.  Monk  (treasurer),  submitted  the  balance  sheet, 
in  which  he  congratulated  the  association  on  a 
financially  successful  year.  There  was  a  balance  of 
£3  on  the  right  side,  and  a  reserve  fund  in  addition 
of  £23.  The  balance  sheet  showed  that  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year  the  bank  balance  amounted 
to  £20,  which  was  increased  to  £23  lis,  5d.  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  Subscriptions  amounted  to  £34  8s. 
The  accounts  were  unanimously  pa.ssed. 

Mr.  Harding  then  presented  his  annual  report. 
In  it  he  said  he  was  glad  to  report  that  the 
membership  of  the  association  for  the  past  year  was 
eighty-six.  He  had  endeavoured  to  make  it  up  to 
one  hundred,  but  had  not  yet  been  able  to  succeed. 
New  grounds  had  been  obtained  by  the  association 
at  Melksham  and  Limpley  Stoke.  Three  oTicial 
competitions  had  been  held  during  tlie  year,  and 
the  kindness  of  the  Park  Committee  in  allowing 
them  a  competition  in  the  lake  was  much  enjoyed 
and  appreciated.  Sincere  thanks  were  offered  to 
the  donors  of  the  valuable  prizes. 

Upon  the  proposition  of  Mr.  W.  A.  Bryant, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Harding,  the  president  was  cordi- 
ally re-elected.  In  replying,  Mr.  Hare  said  he  took 
a  great  deal  of  interest  in  the  association  and  its 
well  being,  and  would  as  long  as  they  elected  him. 
The  vice-presidents  were  re-elected  en  bloc,  with  the 
addition  of  the  names  of  Dr.  King  Martin,  Messrs. 
Thompson,  E.  R.  Fuller,  and  A.  Hick.  The  hon. 
treasurer  (Mr.  W.  Monk)  and  hon.  secretary  (Mr. 
Harding)  were  enthusiastically  re-elected,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  F.  Pratt,  seconded  by  Mr.  Tarmer. 
The  names  of  Sergt.-Major  Shakespeai-e  and  Mr. 
F.  J.  Moody  were  added  to  the  committee,  the  mem- 
bers of  which  were  re-elected,  and  Messrs.  E.  W. 
Wood  and  Benton  were  chosen  as  auditors. 

The  prizes  were  then'distributed  by  the  President. 

It  was  announced  that  the  annual  dinner  of  the 
association  would  be  held  on  Feb.  0. — Spinning 
Minnow,  « 
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FISH  CULTURE 

Exceptional  Opportunity. 


Offers  are  invited  for  the  business  of 
the  well-known  SOLWAY  FISHERY 
as  a  going  concern,  in  consequeDce  of 
the  death  of  the  late  manager  Mr  H 
Spreckley,  F.Z.S.,  P.R.H.S. 
_  The  Land,  which  is  very  suitably 
situated  for  the  purposes  of  the  business, 
and  has  a  splendid  water  supply,  is  in 
the  County  of  Kircudbright,  about  10 
miles  from  Dumfries.  'The  Estate  com- 
prises upwards  of  23  acres,  and  is  held  in 
.perpetuity,  subject  only  to  payment  of 
an  annual  chief  rent  or  feuduty  of  £2. 

The  Establishment,  which  is  the  oldest 
of  its  kind  in  the  British  Isles,  is  in 
excellent  going  order,  and  consists  of 
over  200  Fish  and  Plant  Ponds,  two 
large  Hatcheries,  Yearling  Preparation 
House,  Joiner's  Workshop,  small  Savv 
Mill  (water  power),  Smithy,  Food-pre- 
parmg  House,  Cow  House,  excellent 
Stablmg  and  Coachhouse,  Four  good 
Workmen's  Cottages,  and  a  Substan- 
tial Residence,  containing  24  rooms, 
capable  of  alteration.  Spacious  Offices 
and  Store  Room,  Greenhouses,  Plotting 
House,  etc.,  &c. 

The  Business  has  a  wide  connection, 
and  the  Stock  of  Fish  is  in  a  good  and 
healthy  condition. 

Any  Purchaser  has  right  to  make  what 
alterations  or  improvements  he  thinis 
right  upon  the  estate  without  inter- 
ference, and  to  use  the  property  in  any 
way  not  creating  a  nuisance  to  the 
neighbourhood. 

The  Stock,  Utensils,  &c.,  may  be  had 
at  mutual  valuation. 

For  further  particulars  apply  to  James 
Patjsbson,  C.A.,  2,  York  Buildings, 
Edmburgh,  who  will  be  glad  to  arrange 
for  enquirers  seeing  over  the  Fishery,  or 
Messrs.  Paterson  &  Gardineb,  S.S.C, 
S,  Castle  Street,  Edinburgh,  the  latter  of 
whom  have  the  Title  Deeds. 

TO  BE  LET  FURNISHED, 

for  three  months,  or  longer  if 
required  —  February,  March 
and  April,    a  well-appointed 


WYERS  FRERES 

SOLE 

EUROPEAN  AGENTS 

PATENT  'MEEK' 
CASTING  REEL, 

Price  32/-  each. 

STRONG.      SIMPLE.  ACCURATE- 

[  Holds  100  yards  of  our  "CHAVAGNAC  "  CASTING  LINE,  No.  1  at  6/-,  No.  2  at  8/- 
or  No,  3  at  10/-  per  100  yards.  ' 
Have  you  seen  the  -TRIFISH"  REVOLVING  SLIP  LEAD  and  FLOAT  no 
^  entanglement.    Supplied  direct  by 

WYERS  FRERES,  CONTINENTAL  WORKS,  REDDITCH. 

I      _CATALOGUES   POST   FREE,  ^a»age..-  iLBERT  SMITH 


ASK 

your  Fishings- 
Tackle  Maker 
to  show  you 
the  (Regd.) 

"FISHING 
GAZETTE 


SCIATICA, 
LUMBAGO, 
RHEUMATISM 

Sufferers  should  use 


DROITWfGH 
BRINE  CRYSTALS 


with  three  bedrooms  and  two  sitting 
rooms.  On  the  banks  of  the  Wye.  Good 
Boating  and  Fi.shing.  Close  to  Station, 
a.W.  Railway.  Terms  25/-  per  week, 
Apply  to 

llB.  HATTENDOB.FP, 
3YM0NDS  Yat,  Ross,  Herefordshire  . 


Being    a    specially  Crystallised 
Preparation,  for  Home   Use,  of| 
the  Celebrated  Droitwich  Brine 
Springs. 
From  all  Chemists,  or 
a  28  lb.  Bag  delivered  Free  to 

any  address. 
London,  2/~.     Countpy,  2/3. 

Sole  Proprietors, 

I  WESTON  &WESTALL,  Ltd. 

(Dept.  C), 

1 16,  Eastcheap,  London,  E.G. 

|CASTLECONNELL^VER  SHANNON^ 

The  interest  in  the  leases  of  the 
I  well-l;nown 

NEWGARDEN  AND  CLAREVILLE 
FISHERIES 

I  to  be  DISPOSED  OF,  together  or 
separately,  or  Fisheries  would  be  let.  For 
particulars  apply  to— A.  Blood-Smyth, 
Solicitor,  Limerick. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 

President— Sir  EDWARD  BIRKBKCK,  Bakt 
Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  MEETINGS  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  4,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
I  rton,  at  8  p^m.  For  information,  apply  at  the 
bociety's  Offices  at  the  same  address.  ' 

GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

President— LOJID  GEORGE  HAMILTON. 
Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  B.C.,  at  8  p  m  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  Waters 
It  Chesham,  and  extensive  Coarse  Fishing 
Waters  at  Kelvedon,  Essex.  There  is  a  valuable 
Reference  Library  at  the  disposal  of  members 
-Hot  information,  apply  to  the  Sbcretaky. 
Subscription  payabU  from  January  l. 

j  9lenheinrAngling^oclety.  j 

This  Society  rents,  for  the  use  of  its  members 
about  8  miles  of  water  from  Rickmansworth  to 
fl^fj  Denham,  Uxbridge  (including  the  Hare- 
fleld  Valley  Fishery).  Re-stocked  with  about 
^000  coarse  fish.  Country  headquarters,  Fish- 
eries Hotel,  Harefleld.  Nearest  stations  Denham  | 
and  Rickmansworth.  Meetings  each  Wednes- 
day at  8.30  p.m.  and  particulars  of  Secretary 
at  Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'  Road,  Westbourne 
I  Park,  W. 

GiTY  OF  LONDON 

Piscatorial  Society. 

President  .—Mr.  F.  B.  MILDMAY,  M.P. 
Meeting  at  7.3U  p.m.,  Tuesday  in  each  week,  at 
PT^sfRi'wP^'-wF-^^o'"'  Cole'nan  Street,  EC.' 

W  R       A^^f^'"^-.  -  Wi  aysbury 

(S.W.R.  and  Blackwater,  &c.  ;  Bishop's  Wick- 
ham  and  Langford  (G.E.R.)  near  Maldon,  Essex. 
Membership  confers  all  customary  advantages 
01  a  high-class  Angling  Society,  including  access 
I  to  a  good  library.  Applications  to  Honorary 
I  !5ecretary,  as  above.  ' 


LEADS" 

(Can  be  easily  detached  and  attaohed 
without  removing  trace,  and  prevent  all 
kinking) 

for  the 
Spinning 
Trace,  etc. 
For  Sea 
Fishing  on 
trace,  or  as 
Sinker,  etc. 

(Tackle  makers  can  have  Sample  Show- 
Cards  of  the  Wholesale  Makers, 
(S.  ALLOOCK  &  CO.,  Kedditoh.) 


Also  the 

"FISHINC 

  GAZETTE 

TROUT  FLIES.    I  ESTATES  GAZETTE,  I  CI  HAT" 

 Tlie  oldest  and  best  Journal  devoted  to    |    LU/1  I 

?.  PFrR.<sR  bfiCTQ  f.n  f.Kanl.- l-.^^  v^,™„..  I  Land.  House  Prnneri-.v  on/I   Ar^^;^„n-„»_  I  ■     ^^^0  m  m  ■ 


I  FISHING  &  SPORTING  PROPERTIES, 

Houses,  Land,  and  Estates 
To  LET  and  for  SALE  I 


SEE  THE 


The  oldest  and  best  Journal  devoted  to 
Land,  House  Property,  and  Agriculture. 

Forthcoming  Sales  and  Results  of 
Sales  recorded  each  week. 


MUDIf'S. 

lUBSCRlPTIONS  Opened  at  any 
)ate  for  Three,  Six,  and  Twelve 
Months. 

TOWN  SUBSCRIPTIONS.  YEARLY. 
OOKS OF PASTSEASONSjlOs.6(l.  YEARLY, 

ERMS  for  LARQER  SUBSCRIPTIONS 
OUNTRY.    SUBURBS,     and  PARCEL 
POST  sent  on  application. 


MRS.  PEIRSE  begs  to  thank  her  numer- 
jous  customers  for  past  favours,  and 
jwill  be  glad  to  receive  orders  early  as 

j  possible  to  ensure  prompt  delivery.  Trout  I  rwrni#  «  . 

Flies  dressed  to  angled'  own  patterns  a   EVERY  SATURDAY.    PHCe  U 

speciality.  Address— 
IVIasterman  Cottage,  Wliilcllefon-in-Teesilale 


FISHING  I^OI> 

I  Greenheart,  Hickory,  Ash,  and  Laace- 
jwood,  specially  selected  by  Experts, 
I  supplied  in  logs,  planks  and  squares, 
WHOLESALE  ONLY. 

I  JOSEPH  OWEN  &  SONS,  Ltd., 

Timber  Merchants,  LIVERPOOI.. 


0-34,  NEW  OXFORD  ST.,  LONDON. 

'weh  Offices  1 241,  BROMPTON  ROAD,  S.W. 

(48,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  ST.,  E.G. 


THE  HALF-YEARLY  VOLUMES 

"F  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

Can  be  ubtaiued  from  tlie  Publishers. 
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Jottings  b>^thc  Way. 

Freeze,  freeze,  thou  hitter  shy. 
That  dost  not  bite  so  nigh 

As  benefits  forgot  : 
Though  thou  the  ivalers  warp. 
Thy  sting  is  not  so  sharp 
As  friend  remember  d  not. 

— Shakespeare. 


Netting  the  Serpentine. 

jNIe.  R.  G.  Woodruff,  secretary  of  the  Anglers' 
Association,  38,  Firsbv-road.  Stamford  Hill,  N 
writes:— "The  netting' offered  by  H.M.  Office  of 
Works  to  this  association  and  the  Thames  Anghng 
Preservation  Society  has  been  postponed  m  conse- 
quence of  the  recent  severe  weather.  The  members 
of  the  association  M'ho  had  volunteered  their  services 
will  be  notified  in  due  course.  I  shall  be  glad  to 
hear  from  any.  member  who  would  be  willmg  to 
assist  in  taking  part  in  a  night's  hard  work.  As 
only  a  limited  number  will  be  required  an  early- 
notification  would  oblige,  and  those  selected  would 
be  written  to." 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Concerts. 

■  Among  coming  events  it  is  gratifying  to  note 
tint  the  Stockwell  Angling  Society  are  organising 
a  grand  concert  in  aid  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Societv,  which  will  take  place  at  their  headquarters, 
Perseverance  Hotel.  Vassall-road,  Brixton,  on 
Saturday,  Feb.  1.  The  Stockwell  anglers  are  always 
to  the  fore  in  every  good  work,  and  their  concert 
deserves  to  be  largely  patronised. 

*  *  *  * 
Since  writing  the   above  note  I  hear  that  a 

Grand  Bohemian  Concert  will  take  place  at  the 
home  of  the  Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
the  Haberdasher's  Arms,  Pitfield-street,  N.,  on 
Monday  evening,  Jan.  20.  The  chair  will  be  taken 
bvMr.'W.  H.  Barber,  secretary  of  the  A.B.S.,  and 
the  vice -chair  by  Mr.  G.  Hunt  (Good  Intent 
A.S.),  which  is  sufficient  guarantee  of  a  very 
pleasant  evening,  especially  as  ladies  are  cordially 
invited.  President  List  says  I  must  "try  and 
look  in,  as  their  M.P.,  the  Hon.  Claude  Hay,  has 
promised  to  "look  in."  The  Hoxton  Boys  are 
always  to  the  fore  in  the  cause  of  benevolence,  and 
independently  of  "  the  good  old  Scotcli  "  which  the 
landlord  (Mr.  T.  Ampleford)  has  in  store,  and  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  Vice-president  Frank  Newton, 
and  members  of  about  fifty  other  angling  clubs,  1 
must  "  try  "  and  drop  my  mite  in  the  plate.  Home 
what  time,  Mr.  List  ? 

*  *  »  * 
Mr   C.  Cowell,  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Bow  and 

Bromley  A.S.,  sends  me  an  invitation  to  be  present 
at  their  headquarters,  the  Wellington  Arms,  Wel- 
lington-road, Bow,  on  Monday  evening,  Jan.  20, 
when  they  will  give  their  first  Bohemian  Concert  in 
aid  of  the  funds  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 
I  hope  their  first  concert  will  not  be  th3ir  last, 
and  I  am  pleassd  to  find  so  many  up-to-date  clubs 
are  working  so  splendidly  in  such  a  good  cause. 
I  can't  do  the  two  in  one  night,  Mr.  Cowell.  i  m 
not  Sir  Boyle  Roche's  bird  that  could  be  in  two 
places  at  once.    Success  to  the  concert,  all  the  same> 

More  Music  for  the  Ladies, 

On  Tuesday  evenmg,  Jan.  21,  there  will  be  a 
concert  at  the  Mason's  Hall  Tavern,  Coleman-street, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  City  of  London  Piscatorial 
Society,  to  which  ladies  are  cordially  invited.  The 
musical  arrangements  are  in  the  capable  hands  ot 
Mr.  G.  H.  Green.  I  have  seen  an  advance  proof  oi 
his  programme,  and  as  a  taste  of  what  is  to  come 
thare  will  be  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall  ('cello  and  violm), 
Madame  Blanche  Thomas,  Miss  Daisy  Howard,  Mr. 
E  Viles  (raconteur),  Messrs.  Wheeler,  G.  Taperell, 
A.  E.  Jarvis,  J.  Still,  and  others.  Verily  a  treat  in 
store  !  ^  

"The  Pictorial  Comedy" 

is  just  the  right  sort  of  magazine  to  arrest  one's 
attention  and  occupy  your  thoughts  during  the 
present  very  dull  weather.    The  February  part  is 
replete  with  good  pictures  and  literary  matter,  and  m 
every  way  calculated  to  entertain  all  who  look  upon 
the  bright  side  of  things  in  general.    The  whole  is 
enveloped  in  a  bright  cover  that  makes  one  feel 
warm  and  cheery  to  look  at  it.    It  is  an  excellent 
sixpennyworth,  and  is  published  by  Messrs.  James 
Henderson  and  Sons,  Red  Lion  Court,  Fleet  Street, 
E.C.  _______ 

The  Mick-  "An'  were  ye  scared  dhurin  th' 
batthle,  Pat?"  Pat:  "  Divvle  a  bit  Oi  c'nface 
almost  annythin'  whin  Oi  hov  me  back  to  ut. 


Anglo-French  Piscatorials. 

Mb.  Alfred  Abrahams  presided  over  a  full 
meeting  on  Wednesday  evening.  Natm-ally,  the 
chief  item  of  interest  was  the  "outing"  to 
St.  Ives  on  Jan.  12.  Hon.  Sec.  Reuben  Jacobs 
gave  his  account  of  the  event.  The  weather 
mak-es  very  little  difference  to  the  ladies  and 
gentlemen  who  are  affiliated  to  the  "Anglos." 
Although  Ned  CoUinson  liad  wired  "  Fishing  utterly 
impossible,"  over  a  dozen  hardy  Norsemen  (and 
women)  defied  the  elements  and  kept  their  engage- 
ment with  Hostess  Smith  at  the  White  Horse  Hotel, 
St.  Ives.  A  splendid  dinner  was  awaiting  the  party 
at  8  p.m.  on  Saturday,  and  was  done  full  justice  to. 
After  visiting  several  friends  in  the  town,  all  retired 
with  great  expectations  for  the  morrow. 

*  *  *  * 

But,  alas  !  Ned's  predictions  were  only  too  true. 
The  river  was  frozen  over,  as  also  the  land  water  for 
miles.  Nothing  daunted,  two  ladies  (Mrs.  A.  and 
IN'Irs.  J.)  suggested  breaking  the  ice,  and  said  they  had 
"  come  to  fish."  However  the  husbands  of  these 
two  ladies  simply  looked  on  and  sought  solace  for 
sorrow  in  the  illusory  excitement  of  the  flask  and 
tobacco.  Although  the  fishing  was  "  off "  the 
party  thoroughly  enjoyed  the  outing,  and  resolved 
to  fish  the  competition  at  the  same  place  at  the 
earliest  opportunity. 

The  Bewitched  Right  Hand. 

You  undertake  to  put  something  into  a  person's 
left  hand  which  he  cannot  possibly  take  in  his  right. 
The  trick  is  performed  by  placing  in  the  person's 
left  hand  his  own  right  elbow,  which,  obviously,  he 
camiot  take  in  his  right  hand. 

The  Village  Angler. 

Under  a  spreading  chestnut  tree 

The  village  angler  stands; 
A  tough  and  sturdy  lad  is  he. 

With  s  liled  and  sunburnt  hands  ; 
And  the  imprints  of  his  unshod  feet 

Lie  all  along  the  sands. 
He  goes  on  Sunday  to  the  stream, 

Although,  of  course,  that's  wrong ; 
Whene'er  a  fish  snaps  at  his  bait; 

He  strikes  it,  sharp  and  strong.- 
And  if  he  doesn't  get  a  bite. 

He  hums  a  cheerful  song. 
Idling  and  fishing,  pleasuring. 

So  through  the  week  he  goes; 
Each  morning  sees  him  by  the  brook, 

Whos3  fishing  holes  he  knows; 
Each  evening  sees  him  sauntering  home 

To  seek  a  night's  repose. 
Thanks,  thanks  to  thee,  my  little  lad, 

For  the  lesson  thou  hast  taught ; 
Thus  in  the  fishing  stream  of  life 

Our  fortunes  must  be  sought. 
We  waste  our  days  and  lie  about 
The  fish  we  haven't  caught. 

— Scrnps. 


All  Alive,  Oh ! 

The.  coast  of  Anglesey  has,  says  the  Daily  Mail, 
during  the  past  few  days,  been  the  scene  of  a 
hitherto  unprecedented  invasion  by  fishing 
trawlers,  which  ha\e  been  making  great  catches 
of  soles  end,  conger,  ray,  and  salmon.  The 
trawlers,  which  have  never  before  visited  the 
fishing  grounds  in  such  numbers,  hail  from 
Hoylake,  Fleetwood,  Liverpool,  Dartmouth,  and 
the  Isle  of  Man.  Their  favourite  ground  was  near 
Moelfre,  where  the  ill-fated  Roy  H  Charter  was  lost. 
The  fish,  on  being  landed  were  sent  to  the  English 
markets.  Owing  to  the  enormous  hauls  at  Moelfre, 
several  places  round  the  island  where  fishing  is 
u  ually  carried  on  have  b?en  practically  abandoned. 

"Do  you  spend  much  time  in  your  motor  V," 
"An  hour  in  it,  and  three  hours  under  it." — Pictorial 
Comedy. 

Pollution  and  its  Effects. 

If  large  numbers  of  fish  are  found  floating  dead 
in  a  stream,  it  does  not  need  a  Sherlock  Holmes  to 
guess  that  the  water  is  probably  polluted.  Another 
and  less  obvious  result  of  pollution  is  to  be  found 
in  the  flavour  of  the  fish  when  eaten.  We  all  know 
the  characteristic  muddy  fla\  our  of  fish  caught  in 
stagnant  pools.  Not  long  ago  many  of  the  fish 
caught  in  the  Kaiser  Wilhelm  Canal  tasted  so 
strongly  of  carbolic  as  to  be  quite  uneatable. 
*  *  *  * 

A  very  curious  case  of  a  similar  kind  is  now 
reported  in  the  Deutsche  Angler  -  Zeitung.  The 
boilers  of  a  certain  coal-tar  factory  were  flUed  from 
a  well  dug  in  soil  which  happened  to  be  satm-ated 
with  coal-tar.  Its  water  showed  on  analysis  merely 
imponderable  traces  of  the  soluble  element  of  coal- 
tar  oil,  and  was  readily  drunk  by  horses,  animals 
who  are  well  known  to  be  very  fastidious  about 
what  they  drink.  Fish  placed  in  this  well  throve 
excellently.  The  waste  from  the  boilers  was  dis- 
charged into  a  large  pond  near  the  factory.  This 
pond  was  stocked  with  carp  which  apparently  did 
very  well  for  some  months.  One  of  them  was  then 
caught  and  cooked.  Its  flesh  was  foimd  to  be  very 
brown,  and  tasted  so  vilely  of  coal-tar  as  to  be 
quite  uneatable. 

AwoaDiNG  to  the  Evenin:;  Standard,  \50\\\\c\ien 
or  Austrian  salmon  have  been  placed  in  the  Thames 
at  Nuneham.  They  were  about  eight  months  old, 
and  were  the  gift  of  Mr.  L.  Harcourt,  M.P.,  who 
takes  considerable  interest  in  the  Thames  and  its 
fish  in  this  portion  of  the  river.  The  Abingdon 
Angling  Association  asks  all  anglers  to  protect  the 
salmon,  as  they  will  not  be  large  enough  for  the 
basket  for  some  time. 


London  Channel  Islanders'  Society. 

No  doubt  many  "readers  who  have  enjoyed 
fishing  in  the  waters  surrounding  one  or  other  of 
the  Channel  Islands  will  be  interested  to  learn  of 
the  existence  of  a  London  Channel  Islanders' 
Society — not,  by  the  way,  an  angling  society,  but 
an  association  "founded  on  similar  lines  to  the 
numerous  county  societies  meeting  in  the  metro- 
polis. The  main  objects  of  the  L.C.I.S.  are  the 
promotion  of  social  intercourse  among  its  members 
and  fostering  projects  that  may  tend  to  their  mutual 
benefit.  The  society  welcomes  as  honorary  members 
those  who  have  visited  the  Islands  or  who  may  have 
social  or  business  dealings  with  the  Islanders. 
*  »  *  * 

This  society,  I  am  glad  to  know,  is  flourishing,  and 
having  outgrown  its  former  club-house,  it  has  been 
found  necessary  to  remove  to  larger  headquarters 
— namely,  to  the  Tudor  Hotel,  Oxford-street,  W. 
A  very  interesting  whist  drive  was  held  there  on 
Wednesday  evening  last,  at  which,  by  the  way, 
many  prominent  anglers  were  present.  The  society's 
popular  president  is  Mr.  Walter  Martin,  of  Cheap- 
side  ;  whilst  Mr.  Joseph  Mortimer  and  Mr.  Charles 
Jehan  are  vice-presidents.  The  hon.  secretary  of 
the  society,  Mr.  A.  Brehaut,  will  be  delighted  to 
furnish  Fishing  Gazette  readers  with  all  information 
as  to  joining,  and  will  send  application  forms  for 
membership  if  a  line  is  sent'to  him  at  97,  Mortimer- 
road,  De  Beauvoir  Town,  N. 


Always  the  Rookie. 

Captain  Washington  Bowie,  Jun.,  Maryland 
National  Guard,  the  well-known  military  rifleman, 
relates  the  following  occurrence,  which  took  place 
last  summer  :  — A  certain  Militia  organisation  was 
encamped  at  Jamestown,  and  as  the  exposition  was 
closed  on  Sunday  no  order  for  dress  parade  was 
issued.  Two  rookies  took  it  for  granted  that  their 
presence  would  not  be  required  during  the  day. 
Upon  their  return  they  were  met  by  the  first  ser- 
geant, and  the  following  conversation  ensued:  — 
Sergeant:  "Where  have  you  fellows  been?" 
Rookie  :  "  What  do  you  want  to  know  for  ?  "  Ser- 
geant:  "Well,  you  missed  retreat."  Rookies  (in 
chorus) :  "  The  dickens  we  did  !    Who  treated  ?  " 

A  TEACHER  obsarved,  says  the  Philadelphia  Ledger  ■ 
what  he  thought  a  lack  of  patriotic  enthusiasm  in 
one  of  the  boys  under  his  instruction.  "Now. 
Tommy,"  said  he,  "  tall  us  what  you  would  think  it 
you  siw  the  Star  5  and  Stripes  waving  over  the  field 
of  battle."  "  I  should  think,"  said  Tommy,  "  that 
the  wind  waj  blowing." 


An  illiterate  vendor  of  beer  once  wrote  over  his 
door  at  Harrogate,  "  Bear  sold  here  !  "  "He  spells 
the  word  quite  correctly,"  observed  one,  "  if  he 
means  to  apprise  us  that  the  article  is  his  own 
bruin  !  " 


"  Do  you  think  you  can  stand  the  arduous 
work  ?  "  asked  the  manager  of  the  budding  Irving. 
"  You  know  in  '  The  Furnace  of  Fire  '  you  would 
be  thrown  down  a  30ft.  flight  of  stairs  into  a  barrel 
of  rain-water."  "  I  think  I  can  stand  it,"  an- 
swered the  applicant  ;  "I  was  a  collector  in  a  hire- 
purchase  furniture  firm  for  three  years." 

Seedy  Bill  :  "  Yus  ;  I  bin  dalin  to  Brighton 
for  a  month."  Seedier  Still  :  "  Food's  dear  theroj 
ain't  it  ?  "    "  No  ;  fom'pence  a  pot,  same  as  here. 

O'Brien  :  "  The  doctor  sez  what  I  liev  is  '  iu- 
sommy.'  "  O'Toole  :  "  Oh,  shure.  Oi've  had  thos 
throuble  meself,  an'  there's  only  wan  cure  fer  it ' 
O'Brien  :  "  What's  that  ?  What  d'ye  do  ?  '1 
O'Toole  :  "  Jusht  went  sleep  an'  furgot  all  about  it,' 

Dragnet. 
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^ofcs  from  il)c  ^oi'il). 

The  Don  is  teeming  in  its  lower  reaches  with 
fungoid  fish — descending  kelts — and  this  is  only  a 
slight  index  of  what  the  real  state  of  matters  are 
on  the  inland  reaches. 


With  a  succession  of  frosts  the  rivers  are  again 
sinking,  but  weather  prophets  say  that  the  worst  is 
past,  and  that  it  will  be  more  or  less  an  open 
season  all  through. 


Mr.  W.  E.  Nicol,  Ballogie,  is  folio  wing  the  example 
of  most  other  lairds  on  Deeside,  and  has  fixed  up 
liis  fishings  to  his  own  liotel — Mr.  Buyers,  at 
Potarch.  ' 


Most  of  the  Aboyne  waters  on  the  Dee  are 
attached  to  the  Huntly  Arms  Hotel,  and  Sir 
Thomas  Burnett,  of  Crathes,  last  year  let  off  four 
miles  of  his  water  to  the  Tor-na-Coil  Hotel. 


Inquiries  are  coming  fast  as  to  angling  quarters 
now  that  the  opening  season  approaches.  It  is  a 
case  of  the  early  bird  if  one  means  to  be  on  a  stretch 
at  all  nowadays,  and  especially  so  in  the  early 
months. 


Most  of  the  best  sections  of  the  Dee  and  Don  are 
in  the  hands  of  monied  men;  but  the  Kintore 
water,  on  the  Don,  can  be  had  at  is.  6d.  a  day, 
wliile  the  Deeside  Hydro  runs  a  few  miles  of  the 
Dee  at  £1  per  week. 


There  is  always  a  chance  of  a  salmon  on  either  of 
these  beats,  and  this  is  all  that  can  be  got  anywhere 
north  of  the  Border  till  March  1,  when  the  brown 
trout  season  opens. 


The  Ytlian  and  Ugie  and  the  North  and  South 
Esks,  however,  open  on  Feb.  25,  and  on  their 
tidals  sea-trout  and  finnock  angling  may  be  engaged 
in,  with  the  off-chance  of  a  salmon. 


The  yellow  trout  on  the  Grandholm  and  Parkhill 
waters,  where  they  run  up  to  41b.  and  61b.  some- 
times, are  being  affected  with  the  Saprolegnia  ferax, 
and  dying  off  by  the  dozen.        Special  Scotch. 


OPPIAN'S  ^ALIEUTICKS.* 


(Continued  irom  page  30.) 

It  is  interesting  to  note  liow  many  names  of  fish 
are  like  those  of  land  creatures,  such  as  Sea  Lion,  Sea 
Hyena,  Sea  Eagle,  Sea  Hawk,  Sea  Wolf,  Sea  Mouse, 
Sea  Ruff,  and  also  the  Speckled  Foxhound,  but 
Sir  Thomas  Browne  is  quoted  in  the  preface  as 
rightly  observing,  "  'tis  a  vulgar  error  to  suppose 
there  are  fishes  in  the  sea  analogous  to  all  creatiu-es 
of  the  land." 

He  has  a  great  admiration  for  the  Dolphin,  of 
whom  he  says  : — 

"  Kind  generous  Dolphins  love  the  rocky  Shoi'e 

Where  broken  Waves  with  fruitless  anger  roar." 
He  tells  us  in  all  seriousness  that  Neptune  had 
fallen  in  love  with  the  Nereid  who,  indiscreetly  coy, 
fled  from  his  embrace,  but  that  the  Dolphins 
discovered  her  secret  haunts  where  "  she  bashful 
hid  her  charms,  and  tliat  Neptime  foimd  and 
clasped  her  struggling  in  his  arms."  Hence  the 
•  Dolphins  with  just  ambition  claim  uncommon  gifts, 
and  more  than  vulgar  fame.  And  that  they  were 
men  transformed  by  Bacchus  and  by  Neptvme  loved. 
The  Dolphin  bears  twins  which  frisk  rovmd  their 
parent  and  sport  hy  her  side.  He  likens  the  sea- 
calves'  offsprmg  to  the  Dolphins,  and  rises  to  the 
sublime  in  the  verses  descriptive  of  the  parents' 
love  for  the  young,  and  says  the  mother — 

"  Clasps  the  dear  child  and  shakes  the  pleasing 
Toy, 

Talks  idly  fond,  bids  him  admire  his  home. 
And  gay  amusements  of  each  furnished  Room. 
The  list'ning  Infant  turns  his  little  Eyes, 
And  void  of  reasoning  Thought  by  smiling  looks 
replies. 

Good  Gods  !  how  tender  is  the  Parent  Love  ! 
Their  ravisht  Hearts  what  earning  Transports 
move 

All  kinds  that  move  in  Ocean,  Earth  or  Air 
Alike  the  Charms  of  Piety  revere. 
Fondly  the  savage  licks  her  shapeless  young. 
And  smoothes  his  Ringlets  with  her  scurfv 
Tongue."-  ^ 

Then,  after  a  few  luies  in  touching  language  of  the 


*  A  Paper  read  before  the  members  and  friends 
of  the  Manchester  Anglers'  Association,  on  Nov  19 
1907,  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Lea.  "  ' 


care  of  the  Birds  for  their  young  and  fish  for  the 
helpless  fry,  he  says  :— 

"Not  men  alone  their  lovely  offspring  piize 
Sweet  as  their  lives,  and  dearer  thtiii  their  i']yes  ; 
Unreas'ning  Souls  the  same  Proponsions  move, 
Man  can  claim  no  Prerogative  from  love, 
One  instinct  runs  thro'  all." 

Another  fine  picture  is  given  of  the  death  of  t\ui 
lioness  in  defence  of  her  cub  : — ■ 

"  Wlien  doubtful  staggers  own  the  killing  wound. 
Regardless  of  herself  She  looks  aroimd, 
O'er  the  dead  cub  her  sinking  head  reclines, 
In  death  defends,  nor  at  hor  fate  repines." 
And  again : — 

"  How  passionate  the  Swallow  tells  hor  wrong. 
When  some  fell  Serpent  has  dovour'd  her  young. 
Or  Cluu-1  pulled  down  her  Nest  ?    She  sorrowing 
flies, 

Chatters  aloud,  and  long  repeats  her  fruitless 
cries." 

Strange  is  the  history  of  the  Torpedo  or  Cramp 
Fish,  whoso  binding  force  stays  the  swiftest  fisli, 
who  feel  a  numbing  torpor,  the  parts  contract,  the 
fluids  all  congeal,  and  one  touch  contracts  the 
nerves  and  clogs  the  blood.  This  fish  may  corre- 
spond to  the  Electric  Eel.  Then  there  is  the  little 
Prawn  which  avenges  itself  on  the  Sea  Wolf  by 
woimding  the  roof  of  its  mouth  and  setting  up  an 
irritation  which  causes  death.  The  Toad,  which 
must  be  the  Angler  fish, 
"  Within  her  jaws  a  fleshy  Fibre  lies, 
Whose  whiteness,  grateful  scent,  and  wormlike 
size 

Attract  the  Shoals,  and  charm  the  longing  eyes. 
She  to  allure  oft  shakes  the  tempting  Bait  ; 
They  eager  press,  and  hurry  on  their  fate. 
But  as  they  near  approach,  with  subtle  Art, 
The  wily  Toad  contracts  th'  inviting  Part, 
Till  giddy  numbers  thus  decoy'd  she  draws 
Within  tlie  circle  of  her  widened  Jaws." 
Could  any  description  be  better  ? 

The  Broad-backed  Ray  prefers  man  to  all  otlier 
food,  and  "  When  possessed  of  a  fat  Corpse  they 
scorn  the  meaner  feast."  The  method  adopted  is  to 
watch  the  pearl  divers  at  work,  and  when  the 
unfortunate  man  mounts  from  tlie  secret  chambers 
of  the  deep,  the  Ray  takes  up  his  station  right  over 
him,  so  that  tlie  diver  cannot  reach  the  surface. 
Should  the  man  try  to  go  forward,  the  Ray  goes 
forward — should  he  try  backward,  the  Ray  goes 
backward,  and  so  by  stratagem  the  "  Spreading 
ray  obtains  the  noblest  prey."  Another  interesting 
portion  of  the  second  book  is  that  in  which  the 
Crab's  attack  on  the  Oyster  is  described.  The  Crab 
notes  the  Oyster  agape  on  rocky  beds,  and  quietly 
props  open  tlie  shells  with  a  pebble,  and  soon  makes 
an  end  of  the  unfortunate  mollusc.  The  Sea  Owl 
is  an  interesting  fish  who  sleeps  all  day  and  hunts 
during  the  night  time.  He  is  one  of  those  unfor- 
tunate creatures  who  don't  know  when  they  have 
had  enough  and  eats  till  he  "  busts."  The  mention 
of  this  fish  gives  Oppian  an  excellent  opportunity 
of  lecturing  his  fellows,  which  he  does  in  no  half- 
hearted manner. 

"  Like  him  luxurious  then  their  vigour  waste, 
Tlie  Throat  to  tickle,  and  indulge  the  Taste. 
But  future  Pain  the  lawless  Joy  begets 
A  train  of  Ills  succeeds  the  transient  Sweets." 
He  also  tells  of  Scorpions  and  Sea  Hogs  and  the 
Raylike  Fire  Flair,  all  poison  fish,  the  poison  of  the 
latter  of  which  is  more  deadly,  lie  says,  than  any 
deadly  juice  fermented  from  cursed  herbs  by  the 
revengeful  Persians. 

Types  op  Anglers. 
Oppian  declares  that  fishermen  are  divided  into 
four  classes,  and  describes  them  briefly  : — 
"  By  those  who  curious  have  their  Art  defin'd 
Four  sorts  of  Fishers  are  distinct  assign'd. 
The  first  in  Hooks  delight  ;   here  some  prepare 
The  Angle's  taper  Length,  and  twisted  Hair  ; 
Others  the  tougher  Threads  of  Flax  entwine. 
But  firmer  hands  sustain  the  sturdy  Line. 
A  third  prevails  by  more  compendious  ways. 
While  num'rous  Hooks  one  common  Line  displays. 
The  next  with  Nets  wide-wasting  skim  the  Seas, 
But  diff'rent  forms,  with    different  Prospects 
please." 

The  third  section  sounds  uncommonly  like  poaching 
with  night-lines,  or  perhaps  may  refer  to  the  "  otter  " 
or  to  cross- line  fishing.  There  were  several  kinds 
of  nets  in  use,  as  among  those  mentioned  are  the 
casting-net,  dragged  in  a  circle,  the  hoop-net,  and 
the  heave-net.  and  also  the  weel  or  wicker-work 
basket.  Mr.  Ranisbottom  when  reading  his  inte- 
resting paper  on  tarpon  fishing  in  Florida  exhibited 
the  piano-wire  trace  to  which  the  hook  is  attached. 
The  ancients  were  well  aware  of  the  necessity  of  some- 
thing stronger  than  hair  or  line  next  the  hook,  as  one 


passage  shows.  The  bait  used  by  Mr.  Ranisbottom 
was  a  strij)  of  mulliit,  and  so  it  is  not  surprising  to 
find  that  sixte(3n  hundred  years  ago  it  was  well 
known  that  "  Mullets  pleased  the  shark's  judicious 
taste."  They  also  baited  with  prawns  and  shrimps, 
and  this  method  is  simply  stated  in  one  line,  "Baits 
for  the  large  the  smaller  slioal  supplies."  The 
ground-baiting,  which  the  coarse  fishermen  deoni 
so  necessary,  has  boon  handed  down  through  the 
centuries  since  Oppian's  time,  and  it  is  twice  men- 
tioned. In  the  first  reference  we  are  told  that  ho 
throws  sea  perch  or  crows  to  the  anthies  as  "  first 
pledges  of  future  correspondence."  Tlio  second 
method  consi.sts  of  throwing  a  shower  of  pills  of 
odorous  cheese  anfl  flour  paste  into  the  water,  as 
done  by  the  canal  bank  fisliorman  to-day.  Later 
on  he  gives  them  one  with  a  hook  which  they  take 
and  die  with  sad  thoughts  on  man's  duplicity.  The 
tackle  makers  of  the  pres'int  day  supply  us  with 
patent  artificial  minnows  and  various  spinning  con- 
trivances as  if  they  were  something  (juito  new. 
What  we  have  discovered  was  known  long,  long 
ago,  as  witness  Ofipian's  lines. 

Tackle  and  Bait  for  Whales. 
^  The  fifth  and  last  book  contains  a  long  and  inte- 
resting accoimt  of  the  manner  in  which  the  whale 
was  killed.    The  tackle  is,  to  say  the  least  of  it, 
rather  strong.    It  is  thus  described  : — 
"  A  sturdy  knotted  Rope  the  toil  demands 
Prodigious  Line  ;   no  thicker  on  the  sands 
Strung  on  the  biting  Anchor's  Circle  binds 
The  Merchant's  Ship,  victorious  o'er  the  Winds. 
Nor  insufficient  be  its  length  to  stray 
In  distant  Deeps  obsequious  to  the  Prey. 
Svich  be  the  Hook,  as  from  its  rooted  Seal 
Might  tear  a  rock,  nor  suffer  from  the  Weight. 
Sprimg  from  one  Stem  diverging  Arches  bend, 
Brancliing  averse  the  distant  Points  ascend. 
Wide  as  the  destined  Jaws  ;  a  brazen  Chain 
Hangs  next  the  Steel,  impassive  to  sustain 
His  grinding  Teeth  ;    loos3  round  their  central 
Pole 

The  middle  Links  with  easy  Circle  roll. 
Hence,  when  the  Monster,  active  with  his  Pain, 
Scours  through  the  Deep,  and  eddies  all  the  Main, 
Untwisted  the  compliant  Links  obey 
The  mazy  struggles  of  the  floimcing  Prey. 
Two  lumps  of  sturdy  Beef  the  Points  surround 
Transfixt,  with  brawny  Fat  the  shoulder  crowned. 
Or  liver's  quaking  mass  beslimed  with  Blood 
To  Fishes  Taste  no  despicable  Food." 

The  sliark  is  easily  caught.  A  tattered  rope  end, 
unadorned  with  liooks,  is  thrown  overboard,  and 
the  shark  rushes  at  it  and  his  teeth  are  entangled 
in  the  flax.  The  sea  tortoise  or  turtle  when  in 
deep  water  defies  the  fisher  altogether,  but  when 
he  is  found  in  shallow  water  the  fisher  will  "  with 
vig'rous  jerk  invert  his  horny  chine,  and  lift  the 
concave  to  the  skies  supine."  A  curse  will  fall  on 
the  man  who  harms  the  dolphin,  and  Oppian  sings 
loudly  his  praises  of  that  noble  fish.  The  last 
pages  are  given  up  to  a  descriptiim  of  the  work 
of  the  divers  who  gather  sponges.  One  curious 
pa,ssage  asserts  that  the  diver's  jaws  "  an  aromatick 
juice  contain  that  darts  a  splendour  through  the 
gloomy  main."  Liquid  air  we  know  something 
about,  but  liquid  light  is  something  new.  The 
work  was  dedicated  to  the  Emperor,  and  he  was  so 
pleased  with  it  that  he  asked  Oppian  to  name  his 
own  reward.  The  modest  youth  asked  only  for 
his  father's  release  from  banishment.  This  was 
granted  at  once,  and  Oppian  also  received  for  each 
verse  or  line  one  gold  stater,  worth  in  our  money 
16s.  4d.  As  there  are  three  thousand  five  himch-ed 
and  .six  lines  in  the  work,  he  would  receive  about 
£3000,  a  very  considerable  sum  of  money  in  those 
days. 


THE  OLDEST  MUSICAL  WEEKLY. 


Our  contemporary,  the  Musical  Standard,  the 
oldest  musical  weekly  in  England,  which  in  future 
will  appear  with  trimmed  edges,  promises  some 
special  features  for  the  New  Year.     In  the  first 
number  of  each  month  there  will  be  issued  a  four- 
page  supplement  devoted  to  the  violin  and  string 
world,  containing  portraits  of  string  players,  news, 
criticism,  reviews,  and  special  articles  interesting 
to  lovers  of  the  violin  and  all  instruments  played 
with  the  bow.    There  will  also  be  a  column  de\-oted 
to  notices  of  new  plays,  this  week's  issue  dealing 
with  the  principal  pantomimes.    One  of  its  usual 
features  are  portraits  of  celebrated  artists  and 
others,  and  it  numbers  among  its  many  contributors 
such  representatives  of  the  ^lodern  British  School 
as  Joseph  Holbrooke,  Rutland  Boughton,  Edwin 
Evans,  sen.  (who  is  writing  a  series  of  articles  on 
"How  to  Compose"),  Ernest  Austin,  Paul  Seer, 
etc.    The  price  (2d.)  remains  the  same. 
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January  18,  1908 


The  Onlv 

Effective 

INSECT 
REPELLER 


i?hich    is    NOT  GREASY. 
'ION-POISONOUS.  PERFECTLY 
IRMLESS.    EASILY  APPLIED, 
pleasant  and  refreBhing  to  use. 


Prepared  b'j 

FRANK  A.  ROGERS,  327,  Oxford  St.,  W. 


WANTED, 

Thoboughly 

PRACTICAL  ROD  MAKER 

and  general  repairer  of  Cricket  and 
Tennis  Bats,  &c.  Constant  employment. 
Apply,  stating  salary  required,  age,  and 
all  particulars,  to  Murton,  8  and  10, 
Grainger  Street,  Newcastle. 


KENNET  VALLEY 
FISHERIES, 

HUNGERFORO,  BERKS. 

Brown,  Loch  Leven,  Rainbow 
Trout,  Grayling,  &c. 

Sporting  strains  for  stocking ;  all  sizes  and 
prices. — Send  for  list  to  the  Manager. 
Telegraphic  Address:  "Fisheries,  Huiit;erford." 

RIGMADEN  FISHERY 

KIRKBY  LONSDALE. 


FOR 

YEARLING,  2-YEAR-OLD,  and  Older 

RAINBOW  TROUT, 

For  Prices  apply—.!.  K.  Robinson,  Rigmaden 
Estate  Office,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 

EARL  OF  DENBIGH'S 
FISHERIES. 

I»ERCH[.— A  large  quantity  FOR 
SALE.    Immediate  delivery.    21/-  per 
100;  £9  per  1000. 

Address,    The    Manager,    Eabl  of 
Denbigh's  Fisheries,  Holywell. 

BRIMPTON  FISHERY 

Mr.  REAOiMO. 

I  am  now  booking  orders  for  Brown 
and  Rainbow  Trout,  of  all  sizes.  My 
large  Fish  are  reared  in  a  screened 
1  tream,  and  feed  on  my  floating  fish 
food,  thus  producing  wild  and  free-rising 
fish.    Write  for  List — 

P.  GASCOIGNE  FREEMAN. 


ANGLING 

UN  THE  RIVERS 
BURE  LEA  STORT 

CAM  NENE  STOUR 

CHELIHER  ORWELL  WAVENEY 
CROUCH  OUSE  WELLAND 

SEA  FISHING 

ON  THE 

EAST  COAST, 

CHEAP  WEEK-END  TICKETS  ARE 
ISSUED  EVERY  SATURDAY 

to  Stations  serving  the  above  and  other 

Fishing  Re.sorts. 
For  full  particulars  write  to  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Line,  Liverpool  St.  Station, 
London,  E.C. 


IVI.  BARNES, 

Fishing  Tadle  Maker  and  Gut  Importer, 

1,  ST.  SWITHIN'S  SQUARE,  LINCOLN. 
Sole  Maker  of  the  Celebrated  "LINDUM" 
Pure  Silk  8-Plait  Fishing  Lines,  which  are 
warranted  not  to  curl  or  kink. 
Roach      ...     Is.  6d.  )     Per  100  yards. 
Barbel      ...     2s.  Od.  I  White  or  Neutral 
Pike         ...     3s.  6d.  t  Green, 
Salmon     ...     is.  6d.  }       on  Boards. 
Also  Makar  of  Flax,  Linen,  "Albion"  and 
"  Castle  "  Lines.    Rods,  Reels,  Tackle,  &c.  Best 
Trout  Flies,  9d.  per  dozen. 
GoW  Medals ;  Pa/rig  and  Lincoln.  Wholesale, 
Metail,  and  for  Export, 


LONDON  THEATRES^ 

DRURY  LANE  THEATRE  ROYAL. 
Manaiiintr  Diivctor,  Arthuk  Collins. 
Everv  Uav,  at  and  7.30,  THK  BAKES  IN 
l  UE  W  OOD.  Messrs.  Walter  Pa.ssmore,  Harry 
Kiagson,  Noil  Kt'uyou,  Lenno.K  Pawle,  Harrison 
i;iockl)ank,  .lohnny  Uanvers,  Arthur  (.'onipicst 
Mdnit-s.  Allies  Fraser,  Madge  Vincent,  MereditI 
Meredro,  Florence  Warde,  and  Marie  George. 

HAYMARKET  T  H  E  ATR  E-(Lessee  and 
Manager,  Mr.  Frederick  Harrison).— 
THE  EDUCATION  OF  ELIZABETH,  a  Comedy 
in  four  acts,  by  Roy  Horniman,  every  Evening 
at  9.  Mr.  LOUIS  CALVERT  in  THE  NELSON 
TOUCH,  at  8.30.  Matinees  every  Wednesday 
and  Saturday  at  2.30.  Reserved  seats  from 
2s.  6d.   Telephone  Gerrard  3344. 


THE  PLAYHODSE.  — Every  Evening  at  9 
THE  EARL  OF  PAWTUCKET.  Mr.  Cyril 
Maude,  Messrs.  Herbert  Sleath,  B.  Davidson, 
John  Harwood,  D.  McCarthy,  A.  Aspland 
Mesdanies  Alexandra  Carlisle,  Polly  Emery,  Van 
Buskirk,  Madge  Titheradge.  At  8.20.  FRENCH 
AS  HE  IS  SPOKE. 


DALY'S  THEATRE.— Evei-y  Evening  at  8.15 
THE  MERRY  WIDOW.  Messrs.  Roliert 
Evett,  W.  H.  Berry,  Lennox  Pawle,  Gordon 
Cleather,  Fred  Kaye,  V.  O'Connor,  R.  Roberts, 
and  .Toseph  Coyne  and  George  Graves  ;  Misses 
Elizabeth  Firth,  Gabrielle  Ray,  G.  Lester, 
Desmond,  Glyn,  Welch,  Dombey,  Irving,  Le 
Grand,  Webster,  Munro,  and  Mis-,  ^ily  Elsie. 


T  YCEUM  THEATRE.- Every  Day,  at  2  and 
'-'  '7.30,  Grand  Pantomime,  ROBINSON 
CRUSOE.  Messrs.  .John  E.  Coyle,  Brown  and 
Le  Cleri|.  George  Brooks,  Espinosa,Chas.  Penrose; 
Mesdames  Sybil  Arundale,  Dorothy  Craske, 
Ouiila  Macdermot,  Espinosa,  Ethel  James. 


A DELPHI  THEATRE.— Every  Day  at  2  and 
7.30,  ALADDIN.  Mesilames  Millie  Legarde, 
Saiali  Vniliell,  Doris  Dean,  and  Hapiiy  Fanny 
Fields  ;  Messrs.  M.  R.  Morand,  Harry  Claff,  and 
Malcolm  Scott. 


KINGSWAY  THEATRE,  Great  Queen  Street. 
—  Every  Evening,  at  S.i^,  IREPfE 
WVCHERLEV.  Jliss  Lena  Ashwell,  Messrs. 
Norman  McKinnel,  C.  M.  Hallard,  Dennis  Eadie, 
Henry  Vibart,  Herbert  Chown  ;  Mesdanies 
Fr.ances  Ivor,  Muriel  Wylford,  Christine  Silver, 
Gertrude  Scott,  Nannie  Bennett,  Doris  Lyttmi. 
Dorotliy  Brunt.  At  8.1.'),  THE  BISHOPS 
CANDLESTICKS.  Mesdanies  Evelyn  Hall, 
Maud  Stewart ;  Messrs.  Henry  Vibart,  Lemnion 
Warde,  Douglas  Gordon. 


WYNDHAM'S  THEATRE.  — Every  Evening, 
at  9,  WHEN  KNIGHTS  WERE  BOLD. 
Mr.  James  Welcli,  Messrs.  Akernian  May,  Ford, 
Lane,  Tully,  Sansljury,  Toinkins,  Profeit ;  Mmes. 
Helen  Palgrave,  Winwood,  Cordell,  Mary  Leslie, 
O'Hea,  Chippendale,  T.asca-Page,  and  Miss 
Audrev  Ford.  Preoeded  at  8.15  by  THE  BOAT- 
SWAINS  MATE. 


NEW  THEATRE.  —  Every  Evening,  at  8, 
THE  SCARLET  PIMPERNEL.  Fred 
Terry ;  Messrs.  J.  Carter  Edwaids,  Horace 
Hiidires,  Alfred  Keudrick,  Wigney  Percyval, 
Malcnlm  Cherry,  D.  J.  Williams,  Fredeiick 
(Jnives,  Walter  Edwin,  E.  Pickering,  L.  Race 
Duiiirjbin  ;  Misses  Kathleen  Doyle,  Mary  Mac- 
kenzie, Claiic  Pauncefort,  Marion  Sterling,  and 
Miss  .Miriam  Lewis. 


ST.  JAMES'S  THEATRE,  King  Street,  Pall 
Mali.— Every  Evening,  at  8.40  sliaip,  THE 
THIEF.  Mr.  George  Alexander  and  Miss  Irene 
\'anbrngU.  Mr.  Sydney  Valentine,  Mr.  E.  Lyall 
Swete,  Mr.  Reginald  Owen. 

DUKE  OF  YORK'S  THEATRE.  —  Every 
Evening,  at  7..'"in,  PETER  PAN,  liy  J.  M. 
Barrie.  Sliss  Pauline  Chase;  Mr.  A.  E. 
Matthews,  Mr.  George  Shelton,  Mr.  Robb 
Harwood,  Mr.  A.  W.  Baskcomb,  Mr.  Charles 
Tieviir,  Master  George  Hersee,  Mr.  Edward 
Sillward,  Master  Herbert  Hollom  :  Mi.ss  Sybil 
Carlisle,  Miss  M:\vy  Mayfren,  Miss  Nellie  B(jw- 
man.  Miss  Winifred  Geoghegan,  Miss  Violet 
Hollom,  Miss  Phyllis  Embury,  Miss  Faith  Celli, 
Miss  Hilda  Ti  evelyan,  itc. 

COMEDY  THEATRE.— Every  Evening,  at  9, 
ANGELA,  a  farcical  comedy  in  three  acts. 
Miss  Marie  Tempest ;  Messi  s.  Allan  Aynesworth, 
Eric  Lewis,  Herbert  Ross,  Fred  Lewis,  Ernest 
Cosham,  Donald  Calthrop,  Montague  Elphin- 
stone,  Drelincourt  Odium,  A.  Carlaw  Grand, 
Fred  Grove,  Horton  Cooper;  Cecil  Rose  ; 
Mesdames  Vane  Featherston,  Ethel  Grahame, 
Reynolds,  Gladys  Leslie,  Lily  Mclntyre,  Lydia 
Bilibrooke,  Agues  Miller,  Gladys  Storey,  &c. 
At  8  30,  BARCLAY  GAMMON  AND  A  PIANO. 


LYRIC  THEATRE. —  Every  Evening,  at  8, 
ROBIN  HOOD.  Messrs.  Lewis  Waller, 
Cliarles  Rnck,  Hernert  Jarman,  Owen  Rough- 
wood,  Fredk.  Ross,  Frank  Woolfe,  S.  B.  Brereto", 
Shiel  Barry.  Cecil  Cameron,  H.  Vyvyan,  J.  H. 
Irvine,  K.  Dennant,  S.  J.  Warmington.  W.  C. 
Wilson.  S.  Carpenter  ;  .\resdanies  Evelyn  Millard, 
Nora  Lancaster,  Georgie  Edmond,  Helen  Leyton. 

APOLLO  THEATRE.— Every  Evening,  at  8..10, 
THE  NIGHT  OF  THE  PARTY.  Mr. 
Weedon  Grossmith ;  Messrs.  W.  T.  Lovell, 
Hubert  Druce,  Henrv  Stephen.son,  R.  Paige, 
W.  R.  Staveley,  F.  11.  Denton,  S.  Smith,  F. 
Arltiin  ;  Mesdames  Esme  Beringer,  Roxy  Barton, 
Annie  Hill,  Adelena  Balfe,  Margaret  Marshall, 
Marion  A.shworth,  &c. 


PRINCE  OF  WALES'  THEATRE.  —  Every 
Evening,  at  8,  MISS  HOOK  OF  HOLLAND. 
.Mr.  G.  P.  Huntley,  Mr.  Mauiice  Farkoa,  Messrs. 
George  Barrett,  Herbert  Clayton,  W.  Pringle  ; 
Mesdames  Gracie  Leigh,  Eva  Kelly,  G.  Brogden, 
G.  Ivery,  E'sie  Spain. 


ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY. 

Patron  :  HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING. 
President— H.R.H.  The  Duke  of  Connaught,  K.C 

Thirtv-Skvknth  Season,  1907-1908. 

ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 

Thursday  Evening,  30th  Jan.,  1908. 

AT  8  O'CLOCK. 

STABAT  MATER 

STANFORD. 

(First  tinu'  of  performance  by  thin  Society) 
AND  SELECTIONS  FROM 

ISRAEL   IN  EGYPT 

HANDEL. 

Madame   MARY  CONLY. 
Miss   PHYLLIS  LETT. 
Mr.   BEN  DAVIES. 
Mr.  DAN  PRICE. 
Mr.   HARRY  DEARTH. 

BAND  AND  CHORUS,  ONE  THOUSAND. 
Organist— Mr.  H.  L.  BALFOUR,  Mns.B. 
Conrfucfor- Sir  FREDERICK  BRIDGE.  M.V.O. 

Doors  open  at  7  ;  commence  at  S  o'clock. 
Stalls, 7s.6rf. ;  Arena, 6s. ;  Balcony,  Reserved,  5.<!. ; 
Unreserved,  4s.  ;  Boxes  from  £1  lis.  6d.  to  .£3  3s. 
Gallery  (Promenade),  One  Shilling.  Tickets  may 
be  had  of  the  usual  Agents,  and  at  the  Royal 
Albert  Hall. 


ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 

liTndcr  Roi/al  Pat rotiatje.) 

"BURNS'    ISriCHT  " 
The  Premier  Grand  National 

SCOTTISH  CONCERT 

HA  TURD .1  F.  ./.  I  -V  V.  I R  Y  S.^th,  lOOS 

AR'L'IS'I'KS  : 

MISS  PERCEVAL  ALLEN  MR  BEN  DAVIES 
MISS  ADA  FORREST     MR.RODERICK  MACLEOD 
MDME.ADACROSSLEY  MR.  THORPE  B*TES 
MISS  ESTHER  YUNSON  MR.  V*.  L  COCKBURN 

MESSRS.  J.  W.  &  AriilTCHIE  (VIOLINISTS) 

Accompanist  •       ■    Mr.  HENRV  BIRD. 

BAND  OF  H.M.  SCOTS  GUARDS 

C'lndnctor    -       -    Mr.  F.  W.  WOOD. 

ir.ykiri.l  iH  rmi.ssio.iutl'ol.  V.  W .  i:"iiiill,v,  VM..  H.S.O  ) 
Pipers  of  the  Scottish  Clans  Association  of  London. 
Highland  Dancing  by  Pupils  of  Pipe-Major  R.  Reith 

Tickets  :  Boxes,  Grand  Tier  (10  seats). 3  Guineas. 
Loggia  (8  Seats),  2  Guineas.  Second  Tier  (5 
Seats),  2!)S.  Amphitheatre  Stalls  (Reserved),  5.s. 
Arena  (Reserved),  4s. ;  Unreserved:  Balcony,  3s. 
Orchestra,  2s.    Admission,  Is. 

Tickets  may  be  h.ad  from  the  Hon.  Sccietary— 
Mr.  J.  SOiMEUviLLK,  lOS,  Leadenhall  Street,  E.C.  ; 
and  Ticket  Office,  Royal  Albert  Hall,  Ken- 
sington Gore. 


QUEEN'S  HALL. 

TBE  QUEEN'S  HALL  ORCHESTRA'S 

SYMPHONY  CONCERT. 

Siitarday,  Feb.  litt,  1908,  at  3. 

Overture,  Egnmnt    Beethoven 

Prelude,  L'Aprcs-Midi  d  un  Faune...  Debussy 
\i;,mliiulrd  III!  Ilif  Cmmwr.) 
(His  lirsi  aiipriiniiire  in  EiiiiliiinL) 
Concert<i  in  A  minor  (Oji.  :j:j)  for 
Vi  doncello  and  Orchestra    Volkmann 

Prof.  HU(M  liKCKKlt. 


Debussy 


La  Mer  (Three  Symphonii-  Skc 
L  De  1  Anbe  ii  Midi  suv  hi  ,Mcr. 

2.  Jeux  de  \'agnes. 

3.  Dialogue  .bi  \'ent  ct  <li-  la  Mer. 

[Firxl  i.n  lu  iinii       (II  liiiilhiml.) 

{('nadnrti'l  I'n  llie  C'lnipuner.} 
Symphony  No.  8,  in  B  minor  (Un- 
finished)   Schubert 


Solo  ViolonceUo,  Prof.  HUGO  BECKER. 
„  ,  .  f  M.  CLAUDE  DEBUSSY. 
Conductors,  |  jj^  HENRY  J.  WOOD. 


7s.  Gd.,  5s.,  2s.  6d.,  usual  Agents;  Chappell's 
Box  Office,  Queen's  Hall ;  and  Queen's  Hall 
Orchestra,  Limited,  .S20,  Regent  Street,  W. 

ROBERT  NEWMAN,  Manager. 


LONDON  BALLAD  CONCERTS 

Forty-Second  Season. 

(Under  the  direction  of  Messrs.  Boosey  &  Co.) 

ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL, 

Fifth  Concert  of  ttie  Season. 

Saturday  Morning,  Feb.  15,  1908, 

At  2.45.     Doors  open  at  1.45. 
Bttistcs : 

Miss  LOUISE  DALE  and  Miss  EDITH  EVANS. 
Miss  MAUD  WRIGHT  and  Miss  DILYS  JONES. 
Mr.  WALTER  HYDE  and  Mr.  GERALD  ALLEN. 
Mr.  HARRY  DEARTH  and 
Mr.  CAMPBELL  McINNES. 
Solo  Pianoforte:  Miss  IRENE  SCHARRER. 
Solo  Violin:  VECSEY. 
Accompanists:  Mr.  SAMUEL  LIDDLE  and  Mr. 

F.   A.  SEWELL. 
Tickets :  Amphitheatre  Stalls,  68.   Family  Ticket  (to 
admit  Four  to  Stallsl,  21«.      Ai-ena  (Reserved),  ^8. 
Unreserved  Seats,  Ss..  28.  and  l8.   Boxes,  £3  3s.,  fl  2s.. 
and  £1  Is. 

Tickets  at  the  Royal  Albert  Hall  Ticket  Office  ;  Boosey 
&  Co.'s  London  Ballad  Concert  office.  296.  Regent  St.,W. 
and  the  usual  Agents.   (Telephone  1608  Gerrard). 


Cast  yonr  Eye  on  Ms! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
1  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIKS, 
for  od.,  3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  .^s.  6d., 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  m.agniflcence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powers 

— having  no  eipial. 
C'omplete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle, 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 


WHITE  BROTHERS, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 
 OMABH.  IRELAND,  

FISHING  ON  THE  DEE. 

TO  LET, 

With  ok  without  House, 

Two  Miles  of  good  Water 
on  the  Dee, 

Aberdeenshire,  about  20  miles  from 
Aberdeen.  The  house  is  a  modern  one, 
containing  three  public  rooms  and  eight 
bedrooms,  &c.,  &c. — Apply,  Wm.  Garden, 
Gunmalver,  etc.,  122^,  Union  Street, 
Aberdeen. 


H.  JOHNSON,  Gut  Merchant. 

Send  1/-  for  3  SAMPLE  CASTS,  3  y.ards  each, 
tapered,  tine,  medium,  and  strong,  .and  see 
CJuality. 

BEST   SELECTED   DRAWN    GUT,  3,  4,  and  5x, 

13  in.,  2/6  ;  li'i  in.,  3/- ;  18  in.,  4/-  per  ICO. 
BEST   UNDRAWN   GUT,  2x,  hne,   IB  iu.,  2/6; 

IS  in.,  3/- ;  211  in.,  3/6  per  100. 
GUT    CASTS,    FIRST    QUALITY.  1  yard,  1/4; 

2  yards,  2/6  ;  3  yards,  3/6  per  doz. 
BEST    SOLID    PLAITED    ROACH    LINES,  per 

100  yards,  1/6:  BARBEL.  2/-;  PIKE.  3/6. 
BEST    NOTTINGHAM    LOBS    AND    BAG,  3/4 

per  1,000.  TIIK  TRADK  K(JPPI.IH1). 

155,  Waterway  Street,  Nottingham. 


SALMON  F/SH/NG, 

Dee,  Abepdeenshire. 

TO  LET,  Sea$on  1908,  by  the  Month, 
Two  Rods  on  Four-mile  Stretch, 

inchuling  the  well-known  Kinneskie  Beat  and 
Oathes  Lciwer  Home  Water.  For  particulars 
ajiply  to  the  Skcretarv,  Tor-na-coille  Hotel 
Company,  Limited,  23,  Market  Street,  Aberdeen-. 


.  U  ^  yfALMONpSHING 

^  ^  Instruction 

^HIA    HOW  TO  BE  5UCCE55FUL, 
Post  Free  \  HOW  TO  DREJ.S  FL1E5,  / 
6'4:    \  HOW  TO  UJE  THEM  / 


Pears' 


Economy  is  a  watchword 
of  the  thrifty. 

That's  one  reason  so 
many  prosperous  people 
use  Pears'  Soap.  There's 
no  waste  about  it.  It  wears 
out,  of  course. 


On  sale  everywhere. 


I 
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ILettets  to  the  Ebitov. 

f-TFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
^  opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

THE  SALMON  FLY  AND  SALMON  JIGGERS 
—FISHING  IN  EGYPT. 

Dear  Sir, — rCaptain  Wemyss'  letter  has  a  parti- 
cular interest  for  those  who  now  and  again  have  to 
fall  back  on  "  public  "  waters  and  the  like,  and  all 
who  have  the  wherewith  to  hire  a  rod.    The  base 
lures  whicli  have  raised  a  question  amongst  others 
as  to  the  "  virtue  "  of  the  salmon  fly — our  queen  of 
all  lures — have  been  branded  on  all  rivers  since 
hooks  were  first  used  for  sport,  as  "  D  "amplified 
things,  and  I  cannot  help  thinking  that,  whilst 
those  who  fish  are  far  too  acute  to  be  taken  in 
by  the  "  well-dressed,"  brazen  "  bella  robas  "  that 
flout  the  salmon  fly  and  fisher  by  our  river  banks 
to-day,  yet  it  is  high  time  their  range  was  limited 
to  "  legitimate  spinning."   They  have  proved  thera- 
salves  too  fetching  to  the  vision  and  other  senses 
of  some,  though  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
tlie  old  hands  who  have  made  use  of  them  sud- 
denly fell  from  grace  and  were  seduced  ;  still,  it 
is  best  to  put  temptation  out  of  the  way,  and  as 
far  as  we  can — lest  we  forget !    Does  it  not  seem 
monstrous  stupid,  now  that  we  are  going  to  great 
trouble  and  expense  to  keep  our  river  beds  free 
from  pollution  and  waters  clear,  to  run  the  risk  of 
having  them  fouled  by  these  lures  of  ill-fame, 
whatever  particular  "dress"  they  may  for  the 
moment  affect.    As  all  who  have  to  do  with  game 
fsh  know  what   a   salmon  fly  is,    even   a  legal 
definition,  I  am  afraid,  will  not  help  us  much, 
because  the  "  fall  "  and  descent  of  man  from  a  single 
salmon  fly  to  a  double,  a  treble  or  a  couple  of  treble 
hooks,  naturally  does  not  end  even  there,  as  (when 
the  "lost"  one  finds  that  the  salmon — never  a 
glutton,  as  all  hands  agree — will  not  "  swallow  "  his 
"  octopus,"  or  maybe  smaller  lure  of,  say,  "  six 
hooks  "and  a  "leaden-bellied  Silver  Doctor")  he 
who  reasons  that  the  more  fathoms  of  gut  or  metal 
and  pounds  of  hooks  one  presents  to  a  "  fish  "  the 
better  the  chance  of  catching  it,  does  not  fail  to 
bring  his  practices  into  action  ;  this,  too,  despite 
the  well-known  fact  that  salmon,  for  reasons  known 
to  themselves  alone,  generally  will  not,  for  days 
together  sometimes,  take  so  much  as  one  single 
hook.    He  actually  reaches  the  "  greatest  depth  " 
when  he  forgets  to  take  off  the  lead  or  make-weight 
from  his  line  on  reaching  shallow  water,  but  yet 
rolls  on  until  he  strikes  against  a  "fish" — then  it 
is  the  struggle  begins,  and  conscience  asks  where 
IS  the  bailiff.    This  is  a  game  that  can  only  be 
stopped  as  is  cross-lining. 

I  send  you,  to  add  to  your  museum,  a  device 
foreshadowing  the  potentialities  of  thick  wire  for 
salmon  flies  or  jiggers,  also  a  hank  of  lead  wire, 
both  picked  up  by  me  in  following  years  on  the 
banks  of  the  river— broad  daylight— that  has  lately 

brought  all  these  "  d  "  lures  so  much  to  the 

light.  It  being  but  a  single  hook  is  the  simplest 
of  the  lot,  and  a  fish  once  struck  is  safe — the 
hank  of  lead  serves  also  as  a  "priest."  This 
sort  of  hook  can  be  dressed  to  any  style — salmon 
fly  or  minnow — without  detracting  from  its  prime 
virtue.  But  as  it  is  so  certain  m  action,  and 
destrucHve  to  the  sport  of  others  who  follotv  after, 
—which,  after  all,  is  the  genuine  cryptic  devil  that 
hasraissd  this  question  of  the  salmon  fly — please 
do  not  publish  any  comments  concerning  "it.  at  any 

Tate  until  this  vexed  question  is  legally  settled  

■  perhaps  before  the  next  Greek  Kalends  ?  Then 

these  d  luj-es  of  to-day  will  be  styled  "sea" 

lures  to-morrow,  and  resume  the  original  and  proper 
element  of  salmon  and  any  other  sort  of  jigger,  and 
leadsman. — Yours  truly,  Duns. 

.^•S- — I  got  lugworm  at  St.  Jean  de  Luz,  close  to 
Biarritz  in  these  days  of  motors,  when  Bayonne 
tailed  to  produce  them.    When  at  Cairo  I  was  told 
my  "  Enright  "  (spliced)  greenheart  rods  were  good 
enough  for  anything  they  would  come  across  16ft 
(stout)  and  12ft.  fly  rods.    I  should  take  a  pound 
ot  rather  fine  annealed  steel  wire,  a  common  5iin 
JNottmgham  spinning-reel  or  a  Malloch  spinning- 
reel,  some  strong  swivels  and  treble  hooks  of  ail 
sizes,  not  forgetting  some  steel  upright  rings,  as 
these  can  be  lashed  to  a  cut  bamboo  to  form  a  rod 
on  emergency,  also  some  spare  undressed  plaited 
iiemp  lines.     Un  habitant,  the  original  discoverer 
in  Canada,  dressed  the  "Inky  Boy  "  with  fm-  from  a 
musk  rat  at  the  shoulder  to  form  a  hackle,  when  I  was 
fashing  out  tliere  many  years  ago.    Its  virtue  appa- 
rently consists  in  its  glossy,  body  when  used  under 
clear  skies  and  blazing  sim.     Le  Vte.  de  Poncins 
might  like  to  give  this  busking  a  trial ;  I  never  had 
the  chance  m  Brittany  as  I  was  only  shooting  there 
[I  quite  8gr3e  with  "  Duns  "  as  to  the  follv  of 
preservmg  and  stocking  rivers  for  sport  if  unfair 
methods  of  takmg  fish  are  gradually  allowed,  and 
the  inevitable  result  of  general  use  of  leaded  or 


other  unfak  lures  will  be  the  demoralisation  of 
angling  and  ruin  of  the  art  as  a  sport.  We  most  of 
us  know  means  by  which  we  could  got  fish  when 
orthodox  methods  fail.  It  is  the  refusal  to  use 
or  countenance  such  means  which  alono  keeps 
up  a  sufficient  stock  of  fish  to  afford  souio  sport. 
Those  who  argue  in  favour  of  allowing  these 
"modifications"  and  "modern  developments  "  are 
blind  to  the  inevitable  result — not  only  that  it  will 
ruin  the  spii-it  of  true  sport,  but  will  also  ruin  our 
rivers. — Ed.] 


FISHING  ON  THE  ROTHER— A  PROTEST. 
Dear  Sir, — Last  week  you  published  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Wright,  of  Bexhill,  in  which  he  states 
there  is  not  another  river  and  tributaries  netted, 
poached,  and  night-lined  like  the  Rother. 

I  deny  it  in  toto,  and  the  few  facts  which  I  note 
will,  I  hope,  satisfy  your  readers  that  we  ta-y  to  do 
our  duty.  Mr.  Wright  states  that  last  fsummer  he 
was  fishing  one  Saturday,  and  on  the  Sunday 
mormng  found  the  netters  busy  netting  tlie  very 
place  he  had  ground-baited  overnight.  The  fol- 
lowing extracts  from  my  log-book  will  show  we  did 
follow  this  case  up  : — ■ 

"Aug.  1. — Letter  received  from  Mr.  Wright. 
Rephed  to  on  the  same  day,  and  wrote  to  Mr. 
Dowsett,  hon.  sec.  to  the  Hastings  Angling  Asso- 
ciation. 

"Aug.  3. — Letter  received  from  Mr.  Wright. 
Replied  to  on  same  day.    Wrote  to  Mr.  Dowsett. 

"  Aug.  (). — Received  back  Mr.  Wright's  letter 
from  Mr.  Dowsett. 

"  Aug.  8. — Went  to  Rye  to  consult  the  clerk  of 
Rother  Board  of  Conservancy  on  the  matter. 

"  Aug.  9.-=-Letter  received  from  Mr.  Wright. 
Laid  my  trap  for  the  next  day,  which  failed  owing 
to  someone  letting  the  cat  out  of  the  bag. 

"  Aug.  12. — Seven  men  caught  netting  by  Water- 
bailiff  Longley. 

"  Sept.  18. — Seven  men  summoned  before  the 
Rye  Bench,  pleaded  guilty,  and  were  fined  Is.  each 
and  costs,  3s.  6d.  each." 

These  facts  show  that  I  did  attend  to  Mr.  Wright's 
letter  of  complaint.  If  I  had  as  much  time  to 
attend  to  the  business  of  the  Rother  Fishery  Associa- 
tion as  Mr.  Wright  has  time  to  grumble  at  our  ways 
and  doings — what  we  ought  to  do,  and  what  we  ought 
not  tw  do — I  think  our  association  would  be  in  a 
flourishing  state.  Mr.  Wright  writes  me  sheaves  of 
correspondence.  I  wrote  and  asked  him  to  say 
nothing  about  the  netting.  The  result  was  that  in 
a,  very  short  time  seven  men  were  caught  (there  were 
eight,  but  one  got  off)  and  convicted,  and  I  do 
not  believe  there  has  been  a  net  used  since — at  any 
rate,  in  the  upper  waters. 

Our  water-bailiffs  have  done  their  work  well  for 
the  small  amount  we  are  able  to  pay  them,  and 
have  looked  up  Mr.  Wright  and  his  friends. 

Mr.  Wright  ground- baits  more,  fishes  more, 
catches  more  fish,  and  grumbles  more  at  our  mis- 
doings than  anyone  else  on  the  River  Rother,  and, 
I  may  say,  more  than  the  whole  of  the  subscribers 
put  together. 

With  regard  to  Mr.  Wright's  22ilb.  pike.  Water- 
bailiff  Stephen  Moon  told  me  personally  that  Mr. 
Wright  had  caught  one  of  that  weight,  and  I  reported 
it  to  you. 

The  second  occasion  I  reported  501b.  of  bream 
caught  by  Mr.  Wright.  This  Mr.  Wright  told  me 
himself  when  grumbling  about  their  being  so  small. 

On  the  other  occasion  it  was  a  carp — I  forget  the 
si  e — but  at  any  rate  it  took  the  prize  for  the  best 
carp  caught  during  the  year  by  a  member  of  the 
Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  Angling  Association. 

Will  Mr.  Wright  kindly  note  that  I  am  not  secretary 
to  the  Rother  Conservancy,  which  has  its  own  clerk, 
but  secretary  to  the  Rother  Fishery  Association. 

Look  up  your  mates,  Mr.  Wright,  and  ask  them 
to  pay  up  their  subscription  due  last  year  to  the 
Rother  Fishery  Association,  and  see  where  that 
guinea  has  got  to  that  was  to  come  to  help  pay 
expenses  of  prosecuting  netters. — Yours  truly, 
Thomas  Daws, 
Secretary  Rother  Fishery  Association. 


be  weighed  in  at  the  eve  of  the  last  closing  season 
by  Mr.  Wright. 

He  does  not  say  how  hard  the  Rother  Conservator."? 
are  trying  to  put  a  stop  to  netting  and  poaching, 
and  have  had  convictions.  At  any  rate,  the  way  to 
improve  the  Rother  is  certainly  not  by  abusing  the 
hard-working  secretary  of  the  Rother  Conservators 
through  the  medium  of  tlio  Press.  I  am  sorry  his 
pike  did  not  reach  the  noble  w  eight  of  221b.,  and 
I  did  not  know  that  the  Rother  was  ever  con- 
sidered a  pike  water.  I  have  had  some  enjoyablo 
days  and  good  catches  on  the  Rothor,  and  a 
good  many  Hastings  members  can  say  the 
same.  I  saw  a  very  fine  catch  of  mixed 
coarse  fish  mads  by  Mr.  Fisher  at  Newondon 
last  season.  Mr.  Fisher  is  an  old  Thames  angler, 
and  has  been  a  devotee  of  the  art  in  the  Rother  for 
very  many  years,  and  has  had  heaps  of  good  bags. 
Any  good  angler  can  still  have  good  coarse  fishing 
in  Mr.  Wright's  despised  river. — Yours  truly. 

Mount  Pleasant-road,  E.  Bames. 

Hastings. 

GRAYLING  FISHING  IN  THE  TWEED. 
Dear  Sir, — I  notice  in  your  last  issue  that 
"  Golden  Crow"  thinks  because  no  answer  has  been 
sent  to  "  J.  M.'s  "  re  |ucst  for  an  explanation  as  to 
why  the  "  County  of  Peebles  Angling  Improvement 
Association"  permits  grayling  fishing  from  April  I 
till  Sept.  30.  he  had  probably  confitsed  the  dates. 
I  can  assure  him  there  is  no  such  confusion.  1  have 
before  me  a  ticket  issued  by  the  said  association  on 
which  is  printed:  "This  ticket,  which  is  available 

for  ,  authorises  Mr.  A          B   to 

angle  for  trout  and  grayling  only,  with  rod  and  line 
in  the  River  Tweed  from."  etc.,  etc.  Among  the 
conditions  to  be  observed  by  the  holder  of  this 
ticket.  No.  8  says:  "  The  fishing  .season  shall  com- 
mence on  April  1  and  shall  terminate  on  Sept.  30." 
As  to  why  grayling  fishing  should  be  permitted 
between  these  dates  and  prohibited  when  the  fish 
are  in  season,  I  cannot  say. — Yours  truly. 

John'w.  Tait. 


FISHING  ON  THE  ROTHER— A  PROTEST. 
Dear  Sir, — As  a  member  of  the  Hastings  and 
St.  Leonards  Angling  Association,  I  was  greatly 
interested  m  Mr.  Wright's  letter  in  your  columns 
last  week  re  the  Rother.  I  don't  laiow  whether  he 
intends  to  be  funny  or  to  be  taken  seriously.  If  he 
can  get  better  fishing  for  10s.  6d.  a  year  than  he  does 
in  the  Rother,  all  I  can  say  is  he  should  chano-e  his 
venue.  If  any  man  has  had  fish  out  of  the  Rother,  and 
good  ones,  that  man  is  Mr.  Wright.  I  should  not  keep 
going  to  a  river  fishing  if  I  could  never  rely  on  a 
day's  sport ;  and  I  happen  to  know  that  Mr.  Wright 
fishes  the  Rother  as  much  as  anybody.  I  also 
notice  in  our  club  records  that  Mr.  Wright  has 
taken  several  prizes  for  specimen  fish  out  of  the 
Rother.  I  did  not  know  that  the  Rother  held  such 
beautiful  carp  till  I  handled  two  specimens  sent  to 


"G.  E.'S"  REPLY  TO  "G.  M." 
Dear  Sir, — It  appears  "  G.  M."  is  still  the  same 
old  "  G.  M.,"  as  I  think  I  have  remarked  before,  and 
he  is  evidently  quite  unrepentant.  He  appears, 
however,  to.be  quite  satisfied  with  himself,  judging' 
from  the  reply  to  my  letter  which  he  gives  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  J  an.  4,  and  the  fact  that  he 
can  offer  such  an  explanation  regarding  the  inac- 
curacies complained  of  suggests  to  me  the  foolishness 
of  saying  anything  further  in  the  matter. 

In  fact  my  intention  was  to  drop  the  subject  in 
sheer  disgust  at  the  hopelessness  of  the  task  I  had 
undertaken,  but  the  tone  of  his  letter  smacks  so 
much  of  smug  self-satisfaction,  coupled  with  acrid 
bad  temper,  that  I  feel  stimulated  to  have  at  least  a 
parting  shot  at  our  experienced  friend. 

He  admits  my  reference  to  Mr.  Meff  as  correct, 
and  he  also  admits  the  reference  to  Sergeant 
Gordon — who  is  really  Captain  Gordon — and  then 
winds  up  by  asking,  "  Is  this  not  straining  at  the 
gnat  ?  " 

What  he  means  by  that  expression  I  have  as  yet 
failed  to  determine.  The  gnat  constitutes  the  whole 
in  this  particular  case.  There  was  nothing  else  to 
swallow,  and  he  admits  I  was  justified  in  not 
Swallowing  it. 

Dear  me  !  He  is  a  more  interesting  and  remark- 
able man  than  I  thought,  and  he  even  improves  on 
a  closer  acquaintance. 

He  then  goes  on  to  s  (uash  me  regarding  the 
muddle  he  made  over  the  buying  off  of  these  nets, 
while  in  the  very  issue  in  which  my  letter  appeared 
he  substantiated  my  remarks  in  his  own  notes.  The 
fact  is,  one  has  only  to  wait  a  little  and  compare  liis 
own  statements  to  be  convinced  of  the  utter  fatuity 
of  accepting  any  information  written  over  tlie 
initials  "  G.  M." 

His  reference  to  one  of  the  proprietors  of  thesa 
nets  does  not  improve  matters  in  the  least.  I  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  source  of  his  information, 
and  it  is  entirely  his  business  to  see  that  it  is  re- 
liable. His  present  statement  is  only  a  fresh  distor- 
tion of  fact.  Mr.  Garrow  does  not  work  all  these 
nets,  and  if  "  G.  M."  does  not  know  that,  what  has 
he  been  doing  all  these  thirty  years  he  keeps  talking 
about.  I  submit  that  unless  he  is  certain  his  infor- 
mation is  accurate  it  should  not  be  expressed  in  the 
language  he  uses. 

Another  point  in  his  letter  which  amuses  me  is 
his  reference  to  myself  as  being  only  "newly 
hatched."  I  should  like  to  know  what  the  date  of 
my  birth  has  got  to  do  with  matters  of  fact  as  dealt 
with  in  his  notes  ?  Sm-ely  he  mil  not  blame  me  for 
being  young,  any  more  than  I  would  blame  him 
for  being  a  veteran  ?  One  cannot  be  a  veteran 
right  away,  but  I  hope  to  be  able  to  tell  a  few 
fishing  tales  myself  some  day.  Of  course,  I  cannot 
expect  to  soar  to  the  giddy  heights  reached  by 
"  Q.  M."    That  requires  geniua,  and  I  am  only  an 
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ordinary  mortal.  Still,  when  one  thinks  what  thirty 
years' experience  has  done  for  "  G.  M.,"  there  is 
reason  for  a  certain  amount  of  hopefulness.  Even 
when  he  asks  wliat  business  it  is  of  mine  what  lie 
writes  and  how  ho  writes  it  I  am  not  discouraged. 
I  only  think  he  is  very  nearly  rude,  and  most 
certainly  stupid,  as  this  gives  me  an  opportunity 
of  pointing  out  to  him  that  I  am  quite  as  much 
justified  in  asking  hira  why  he  writes  fishing  fairy 
tales  that  cannot  be  described  as  sermons  in  the 
paper  I  happen  to  buy.  Surely  he,  a  hoary  veteran 
of  thirty  years  of  undisturbed  glory,  must  know 
that  when  he  wi-ites  to  a  public  paper  he  is  subject 
to  criticism  as  regards  the  matter  contained  in  his 
articles. 

He  may,  perhaps,  think  that  because  it  was  a 
Christmas  number  he  was  justified  in  writing  a 
fishing  romance — in  fact,  he  practically  says  so — but 
although  I  am  onlynewlyhatched,orperhaps  because 
of  it,  I  did  not  think  the  Fishing  Gazette  was  intended 
to  be  vised  as  a  medium  for  conveying  "  G.  M.'s  " 
fairy  tales  or  those  of  anyone  else  to  a  too  confiding 
fishing  public,  and  I  am  of  that  opinion  still. 

"  G.  M."  has  mistaken  his  paper.  He  should 
write  to  the  Fortnightly  Review,  or  some  other 
properly  scientific  paper,  whose  readers  would  be 
intellectually  fit  to  understand  and  appreciate  him. 

A  few  more  words  and  I  have  done.  I  regret  fto 
say  that  I  am  not  aware  that  the  Balbithan  section 
■was  let  at  5s.  a  day.  The  charge  for  a  day's  fishing 
to  ordinary  anglers  was  2s.  6d.  a  day,  and  some 
further  explanation  is  due  from"G.  M."  regarding 
this  point. 

May  I  be  allowed  to  suggest  that  it  ^nust  have 
been  G.  M.'s  "  celebrity  as  a  deadly  "dry-fly" 
man  that  caused  the  charge  to  be  doubled  in  his 
case  ?  If  this  is  not  the  reason  I  give  it  up,  and 
admit  that  my  "  density  can't  pierce  it,"  although 
how  my  density,  or  that  of  anyone  else  for  that 
matter,  can  pierce  anything  is  beyond  me. 

His  reference  to  another  method  of  reaching  the 
Balbithan  water  seems  to  indicate  tliat  he  is  not  so 
unsophisticated  regarding  the  locality  as  his  article 
implied,  althougVi  why,  in  these  circumstances,  he 
should  persist  in  going  home  vid  Kintore  is  still 
a  mystery. 

I  am  sorry  he  should  think  that  spite  and  vin- 
dictiveness  was  the  cause  of  my  criticism.  He  is 
quite  wrong.  I  assure  him.  I  have  no  reason  for 
either  incentive.  I  only  feel  a  good  deal  amused 
and  a  little  sorry  for  him,  and  I  wish  to  add  that  I 
regret  that  this  matter  should  have  degenerated 
into  personalities.  I  have  now  done  with  the 
matter,  however,  unless  some  other  howler  gets  on 
my  nerves  ;  but  I  trust  that  "  G.  M."  will  henceforth 
put  a  bridle  on  his  genius,  and  take  pains  to  make 
his  fishing  articles  as  nearly  like  sermons  as  a  proper 
respect  for  his  own  powers  will  permit. — Yours 
truly,  G.  E.  (Newly-Hatched). 

P.S.- — I  flatter  myself  that  I  do  not  need  any 
other  name  than  that  so  kindly  furnished  by 
"  G.  M."  A  man  who  is  worthy  of  even  the  ire 
of  "  G.  M."  cannot  remain  long  in  obscurity,  and 
Aberdeen  is  fortunate  in  possessing  two  so  very 
remarkable  citizens  as  "  G.  M."  and  myself. 


ANGLERS  AND  WATER  RESERVOIRS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  was  very  interested  to  read  in  the 
Daily  Mail  of  Jan.  10  about  a  proposal  that  is  under 
consideration  to  construct  a  huge  dam  to  enable 
water  from  "  a  certain  tributary  of  the  Thames  " 
to  be  stored  to  supply  London. 

I  know  you,  Mr.  Editor,  are  interested  in  this 
sub'ect  as  I  read  a  letter  from  you  in  the  Daily  Mail 
some  weeks  ago.  What  I  am  wondering,  being  a 
devout  fisherman,  is,  will  they  stock  this  fine  lake 
(if  it  ever  materialises  into  such)  with  fish,  and  if 
so  what  fish  ? 

What  a  fine  opportunity  it  would  be  for  the 
Water  Board  to  follow  the  excellent  example  of  the 
Bristol  Waterworks  Company  and  give  us  a  Blagdon 
reasonably  near  London.    Svu-ely  it  could  be  done. 

I  do  not  know  at  all  what  the  enterprising  Bristol 
Company  make  out  of  their  magnificent  fishery, 
but  it  surely  must  pay  them  handsomely.  If  any- 
one doubts  let  them  try  and  book  a  boat  at  Blagdon 
in  the  middle  of  the  season. 

But  why  wait  for  this  new  reservoir  even  ?  Any- 
one who  is  fond  of  trout  fishing,  and  has  fished  the 
reservoirs  at  Tottenham  or  elsewhere  (which  I 
believe  only  contain  coarse  fish),  must  have  been 
struck  with  the  opportunity  that  the  Metropolitan 
Water  Board  have  for  providing  magnificent  trout 
fishing,  at  the  same  time  making  a  very  handsome 
profit.  The  coarse  fishing  is  not  good,  but  I  believe 
trout,  under  proper  management,  [would,  like  the 
heathen  of  old,  flourish  exceedingly.  If  you  would 
use  your  powerful  influence  in  bringing  the  sug- 
gestion before  the  board,  you  would  deserve  the 
thanks  of  all  good  fishermen,  as  indeed  you  do 
already  tor  having  given  us  such  an  excellent  paper 
as  the  Fishing  Gazette. — Yours  truly,        F.  R.  G. 

[I  am  very  glad  indeed  to  see  that  schemes  are 


on  foot  for  storing  water  for  London  out  of  tliat 
superfluity  of  Thames  water  which  wo  have  hitherto 
allowed  to  run  to  waste  in  the  sea  (nothing  is 
wasted  in  Nature,  but  it  is  so  far  as  London  is  directly 
concerned) — I  moan  the  wet  season  flood  water. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  value  of  such  collections 
of  water  as  recreation  spaces  for  the  people  will  not 
be  overlooked.  We  must  be  careful  how  we  ask 
for  special  privileges,  seeing  that  these  L.C.C. 
reservoirs  are  not  private  affairs — and  the  rule 
ought  to  be  the  greatest  good  of  the  greatest 
number.  Subject  to  that,  anglers  may  well  put  in 
their  claims. — Ed.] 

A  TRENT  FISHING  QUESTION. 

Dear  Sir, — Has  a  fisherman  the  privilege  of 
fishing  from  a  boat  in  mid-stream  on  water  pre- 
served on  either  bank  of  the  river,  say  the  Trent 
between  Nottingham  and  Hoveringham  ?  This  is  a 
navigable  river. — Yours  truly,       J.  F.  Gbover. 

[If  a  ri\  er  is  not  tidal,  its  being  navigable  gives 
no  right  of  fishing. — Ed.  J 


we  had  for  throe  weeks  (Ishod  the  pool  very  care- 
fully, not  oven  allowing  the  canoe  to  cross  it  except 
at  the  lower  end  below  the  fish.  We  shoved  out 
below  and  slowly  and  carefully  worked  the  canoe 
up  into  the  circnilar  basin,  where  all  the  larger 
ones  were  lying,  antl  when  they  started  to  get  away 
a  good  many,  instead  of  running  down,  circled 
about,  and  every  time  that  one  came  around  wo 
all  could  very  distinctly  hear  the  hum  of  its  fins, 
so  that  I  do  not  in  the  least  doubt  the  statement 
of  "  J.  D.  D."  when  he  says  that  he  heard  the  fish 
passing. — Yours  truly,  L.  O.  Crane. 

P.S. — I  hear  from  my  friends  that  the  Newfound- 
land fishing  was  very  poor  this  year,  and  I  do  not 
wonder  at  it,  for  it  is  done  to  death  in  the  popular 
streams,  and  the  netters  are  busy  inside  and  out. 
They  also  sot  cod  traps  and  take  a  groat  many  grilse 
for  market,  which,  of  course,  in  a  short  time  will 
kill  off  the  supply,  and  the  authorities,  while  they 
make  a  blutf  at  stopping  it,  really  do  nothing. 
Newfoundland  is  the  greatest  free  sporting  coimtry, 
and  will  be  if  it  is  taken  care  of. 


HOW  TO  NET  NETS. 
Dear  Sib, — Please  accept  my  best  thanks  for 
publishing  my  query  re  making  landing-nets,  and  I 
should  like  to  express  my  gratitude  to  Mr.  Walter 
H.  Meigh  for  his  kindness  in  explaining  so  graphic- 
ally the  method  of  making  them. — Yours  truly, 

Ignoramus. 


HOW  TO  NET  NETS. 
Dear  Sir, — We  bog  to  thank  you  for  the  refer- 
ence to  "  Weldon's  Practical  Netting,"  contained 
in  your  issue  o£  Jan.  4.  We  notice  that  you  do  not 
quote  the  number  of  "  Weldon's  Practical  Netting  " 
dealing  with  "How  to  Net  Nets."  As  we  have 
published  five  numbers  on  the  subject  of  netting, 
reference  should  be  made  to  the  particular  one 
containing  the  articles  referred  to — namely,  No.  221, 
Vol.  19. 

We  have  the  pleasure  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the 
handbook  in  case  you  may  have  a  further  oppor- 
tunity of  bringing  same  under  the  notice  of  your 
readers. — Yours  truly, 

Edw.vrd  W.  Weldon  (Weldons,  Limited). 
30  and  31,  Southampton-street,  Strand. 
[The  number  is  well  illustrated,  and  only  co.ts 
2id.  by  post.— Ed.] 

WHERE  TO  BUY  BASS  ? 
Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
explain  how  it  is  that  bass  cannot  be  purchased  at 
any  fishmonger's  V  I  have  inquired  at  several  shops, 
both  in  London  and  in  the  country,  but  the  dealers 
profess  to  know  nothing  about  the  fish.  All  sea 
anglers  look  upon  the  bass  almost  as  a  fresh-water 
angler  regards  the  salmon,  but  it  is  strange  this 
fish  is  not  sold  for  the  table,  as  it  is  excellent  when 
fried  or  boiled.  Do  fishmongers  sell  it  under  a 
different  name,  or  is  it  sold  to  customers,  who  do 
not  know  better,  as  salmon  '! — Yours  truly, 

H.  Maoleod. 


NAMES  OF  EMINENT  ANGLERS  AND 
FISHING  CLUBS  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — In  no  other  country  fishing  as  a  sport 
has  attained  such  a  high  standpoint  as  in  England, 
and  being  well  aware  that  a  great  many  of  its  most 
eminent  men  and  women  have  indulged  in  that 
sport,  I  shoidd  be  much  obliged  if  you  or  some  of 
your  readers  would  give  me  some  names  of  anglers 
among  the  "  upper  ten." 

The  Royal  Family  has  several  good  anglers. 
English  statesmen,  politicians,  clergymen,  authors, 
artists,  and  others  are  fond  of  angling. 

How  many  fishing  clubs  are  there  in  England  and 
in  London?  Which  are  the  most  distinguished 
fishing  clubs  ?  Is  there  some  special  work  on  these 
matters  ?  .  _  . 

Being  much  obliged  for  any  information,  I  remain 
—Yours  truly,  G.  Hyden. 

ON  HEARING   TROUT  GO  PAST  YOU. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reading  over  some  back  numbers, 
I  was  very  nmch  interested  in  an  article  in  the 
one  of  Aug.  17,  in  which  there  is  implied  a  doubt 
that  your  correspondent,  "  J.  D.  D.,"  actually 
heard  the  fish  passing  imder  water.  Of  this  I  have 
not  the  slightest  doubt,  and  the  following  irtcident 
will  explain  why. 

During  the  summer  of  1906  I  was  in  camp  with 
my  wife  and  two  men  at  the  Dumping  Ground  Pool 
on  Harry's  river,  Newfoundland,  and  had  been  there 
about  three  weeks  with  very  indifferent  success, 
although  the  pool  was  full  of  fish,  and  a  good  many 
large  ones,  that  is,  from  151b.  up  to  well  over 
201b.,  and  one  that  we  thought  would  go  up  to 
40lb.  The  day  came  for  our  departure,  and  after 
the  last  cast  was  made  and  we  were  ready  to  start, 
I  told  the  men  we  would  take  a  good  long  look  all 
over  the  pool  from  the  canoe  and  see  the  fish,  as 


STAIN  FOR  GUT. 

Dear  Sib, — I  would  be  obliged  if  you  or  any  of 
your  numerous  readers  would  inform  me  in  your 
next  issue  of  a  satisfactory  method  of  staining 
natural  gut  dark  blue,  also  to  a  deep  chestnut 
colour  ;  any  information  on  the  subject  will  greatly 
oblige. — Yours  truly,  W'.  D.  Morris. 

[If  Mr.  Morris  has  not  tried  Stephen's  Blue-Black 
Ink,  I  advise  him  to  do  so.  Wash  the  gut  in  some 
warm  water  with  soda  just  to  get  any  grease  off  it, 
soa'v  the  gut  in  the  ink  until  the  required  depth  of 
blue  is  obtained — if  not  dark  enough,  let  it  dry  and 
then  soak  it  again.  I  think  some  anglers  put  the 
gut  into  water  in  which  a  little  alum  has  been 
dissolved,  to  fix  the  stain,  but  I  have  not  found  it 
necessary.  Coffee  is  used  for  getting  a  brown  stain. 
—Ed.] 


THE   "Y  AND  E"  REEL. 

Deab  Sir, — I  did  not  intend  to  say  another  word 
on  this 'matter,  but  as  Mr.  C.  H.  Taylor  has  given 
me  a  lecture  on  my  unsportsmanlike  behaviour  in 
using  a  mechanical  aid  different  from  his  own,  I 
should  like  to  say  a  few  more  words  on  the  subject. 

It  is  very  evident  from  Mr.  Taylor's  concluding 
paragraph,  in  which  he  refers  me  to  Dr.  Van  Dyke's 
address  on  "  The  True  Sporting  Spirit,"  and  par- 
ticularly to  the  sentence,  "  The  angler  who  has  the 
true  sporting  spirit  does  not  want  to  be  sure  of 
landing  every  fish  he  hooks,"  that  he  and  I  differ 
absolutely.  Now  I  do  want  to  make  sure  of  landing 
every  fish  I  hook,  and  I  believe  that  most  other 
anglers  do  the  same,  and  I  may  say  at  once  that  I 
consider  the  man  who  does  not  is  pretty  much  on 
a  level  with  the  habitual  taker  of  long  shots  at 
game,  who  is  willing  to  wound  if  unable  to  kill. 

With  the  second  paragraph  in  Mr.  Taylor's  letter 
I  agree,  to  a  very  great  extent,  in  fact  the  differenca 
between  us  there  is  very  small.  I  can  assure  him  that 
the  automatic  reel  is  unable  to  cope  with  snags  or 
rocks,  the  great  advantage  only  comes  in  when  a 
fish  swims  towards  you,  and  I  defy  Mr.  Taylor  or 
anyone  else  to  reel  up  with  an  ordinary  reel  as  fast 
as  a  fish  can  swim,  partic.ilarly  so  if  he  has  to 
change  the  rod  from  the  right  hand  to  the  left,  as 
most  anglers  do,  before  he  can  start  winding. 

Mr.  Taylor  makes  a  point  that  "the  checit  of  the 
reel  is  not  used  principally  or  solely  to  play  the 
fish."  It  is  not  used  solely  for  that  purpose,  and 
I  did  not  say  that  it  was,  but  it  is  used  princi- 
pally for  that  purpose,  inasmuch  as  "  its  functions 
are  to  prevent  overrunning,"  and  consequently  a 
slack  line,  which  is  the  usual  cause  of  a  fish  getting 
off  the  hook.  The  other  functions  are  merely  sub- 
sidiary. Thirty  years  ago  we  had  no  check  on  the 
Nottingham  reel,  and  then  we  used  our  fingers  on 
the  rim  when  playing  a  fish.  Now  you  have  some 
makers  who  put  on  an  adjustable  check,  by  which 
you  can  regulate  the  stiffness  at  will,  and  if  that  is 
not  done  principally  for  playing  a  fish  then  I  do 
not  know  what  it  is  for.  In  one  point  the  check 
scores  over  the  automatic  distinctly  against  the 
fish,  for  it  enables  an  a:ngler  to  strike  sharper,  and, 
therefore,  harder,  without  breaking  the  gut.  With 
the  automatic  you  must  strike  gently. 

I  believe  the  main  reason  why  the  automatic 
reel  is  not  more  used  in  this  country  is  due  to  the 
conservative  character  of  our  nation.  We  have  a 
dislike  to  change,  and  are  slow  to  adopt  improve- 
ments. As  to  the  mechanical  check  being  sports- 
manlike and  the  automatic  reel  unsportsmanlike, 
that  is  just  the  old  difference  between  orthodoxy 
and  heterodoxy.  "  Orthodoxy  ia  my  doxy,  hetero- 
doxy is  wwr  doxy."  ~    ,     -  ,. 

In  conclusion,  1  beg  to  thank  Mr.  Taylor  for  his 
very  courteous  letter,  and  I  hope  that  he  may  land 
every  fish  he  hooks.— Yours  truly, 

J.  Alfred  Haine.s. 

{Several  letters  are  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOE. 


I  REGRET  to  hear  of  the  death  on  Jan.  13,  at 
the  comparatively  early  age  of  thirty-nine,  of  Mr. 
Oliver  Wyers,  of  the  well-known  firm  of  Wyers 
Freres,  of  Paris. 

Prismatic  Colours  on  Live  Shrimp  and  Colours 
of  Salmon  Flies. 

Referring  to  my  note  "In  Defence  of  Izaak 
Walton  "  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  11,  Mr. 
Edward  Sturdy  writes :  "  Your  number  of  Jan.  11 
I  foimd  of  much  interest,  but  in  your  paper  on 
Walton  I  think  you  are  in  error  in  agreeing  with 
'  Thormanby  '  in  being  merry  over  Younger's  idea 
that  a  salmon  fly  represents  a  shrimp."  I  am 
afraid  I  did  not  put  it  clearly,  as  I  did  not  agree 
with  "  Thormanby."  I  think  Younger  was  probably 
right.  I  was  quoting  what  the  Athenceum  reviewer 
said.  However,  I  am  glad  that  the  quotation 
brought  me  the  following  interesting  practical 
observation  from  Mr.  Sturdy  : — 

"'Thormanby'  forgot,  or  did  not  know,  that 
a  live  shrimp  in  water  displa.ys  prismatic  colours 
similar  to  those  of  jelly  fish.  Of  the  colours 
sho-wn,  when  many  years  ago  I  looked  at  live 
shrimps  in  a  glass  tumbler  of  water,  I  remember 
best  a  very  light  blue.  As  a  sort  of  confirmation 
of  my  opinion  on  this  matter,  I  have  found  that 
fish  took  very  badly  flies  liJje  'Benchill,'  with  much 
blue,  if  this  blue  was  at  all  dark. 

"  It  has  long  been  a  notion  with  me  that  salmon 
may  take  a  fly  either  for  a  shrimp  or  a  jelly  fish. 
These  latter  are  extremely  abundant  in  the  fjords 
of  the  most  productive  rivers  in  Soiithern  Norway, 
and  the  contractile  movement  of  the  smaller  ones 
makes  them  not  unlike  a  fly,  when  worked." 

When  referring  to  the  question,  "  What  do  salmon 
take  an  artificial  salmon  fly  to  be  ?  "  I  have  often 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  said  that  I  believed  that 
they  took  them  for  any  of  the  bright,  glittering. 


small  fish,  shrimps,  prawns,  etc.,  which  they  cliasc 
and  feed  on  in  tlie  sea.  I  do  not  believe  that  they 
take  them  for  any  fresh-water  animals.  It  is,  I 
think,  the  association  of  ideas  which  instinctively 
make  a  salmon  take  a  fly — or  mainly  that. 


Bowness's  in  1826. 

In  the  Sforting  Magazine  for  February,  1828, 
there  is  an  account  of  fishing  in  Wales  in  which 
the  writer  refers  to,  before  leaving  London, 
"  replenishing  the  gaps  in  our  fly-books  with  some 
of  the  choicest  specimens  of  our  friend  Bowness, 
than  whom  there  is  not  a  better  fly-busker  in  the 
whole  world.  Besides,  is  not  his  daughter  Mary  a 
very  pretty,  modest,  civil  little  girl  ? "  Mr. 
Bowness,  who  died  some  time  in  the  nineties,  must 
have  been  a  grandson  of  the  famous  fly-maker 
referred  to  above.  I  always  used  to  like  buying 
flies  at  his  shop  in  the  Strand,  opposite  the  present 
Law  Courts.  Everything  was  so  extremely  neat 
and  tidy.  Being  anything  but  tidy  myself  (so  my 
wife  says),  I  appreciate  the  grace  all  the  more  in 
others.  I  wish  I  knew  someone  who  had  a  photo- 
graph of  him. 

"No  Chance  for  the  Fish." 

An  American  trade  paper  gives  an  illustrated 
account  of  what  it  calls  "  an  improved  Fishing 
Hodge,"  but  what  is  really  "  an  improved  poachers 
instrument."  Here  is  the  precious  description  of 
it:— 

"  The  ubiquitous  disciples  of  Walton,  as  well  as 
those  merchants  who  cater  to  their  needs,  will  be 
interested  in  an  improved  fishing  hook,  which  has 
just  been  placed  on  the  market  by  the  Greer 
Manufacturing  Co.  This  hook  can  be  used  for  sea, 
lake,  or  river  fishing.  It  makes  the  bait  absolutely 
secure,  and  leaves  no  chance  for  the  fish  to  escape 
from  captivity,  once  caught.  The  contrivance  is 
simple  in  construction  but  very  effective  in  opera- 
tion. It  has  no  springs  to  get  out  of  order,  and, 
being  a  lever  hook,  the  harder  the  fish  pulls  the 
more  securely  is  it  held.  It  is  easily  adjusted  for 
all  kinds  of  fishing  by  sliding  a  little  clamp  on  the 
rod.    With  this  hook  it  is  impossible  for  the  fish 


to  cut  the  line,  nor  need  the  fish  be  hooked  on  the 
bait  to  get  captured,  for  if  he  pulls  on  the  bait  the 
larger  hook  tvill  spear  him. 

"  These  hooks  add  very  much  to  the  j^leasure  as 
well  as  the  results  of  fishing.  They  are  made  in 
two  sizes.  All  who  are  individually  interested  in 
fishing,  or  who  have  customers  who  are  so 
interested,  will  find  it  greatly  to  their  advantage  to 
become  acquainted  with  this  new  hook.  The 
accompanying  illustrations  explain  the  mechanism 
and  working  of  the  device^" 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  our  American  friends  will 
discountenance  these  "  pleasure  "-giving,  "dead- 
sure  "  killers. 


A  Trent  Fishing  Question. 

"  Trent  Bridge  "  writes  : — 

"  Your  reply  to  Mr.  Grover's  inquiry  to  the  effect 
that  an  angler  has  no  right  of  fishing  in  preserved 
waters  from  a  boat  anchored  in  mid-stream  in  a 
non-tidal  river  will  surprise  some  fishermen  in  this 
locality  who  frequently  adopt  the  practice  and 
refuse  to  desist,  in  the  belief  that  they  are  legally 
entitled  to  do  so.  The  Trent,  although  navigable, 
is  not  tidal  beyond  Girton — some  thirty  or  forty 
miles  from  Nottingham  by  river." 

Unless  the  land  over  which  the  river  flows  is 
"  common  land,"  or  belongs  to  a  town  or  city  or 
to  the  Crown,  then  it  is  doubtless  the  property  of 
some  private  owner,  and  if  he  chose  to  do  so  he 
could  doubtless  stop  fishing  from  boats  in  the 
water  over  his  land— the  law  treats  the  water 
pretty  much  as  if  it  were  land.  Attempts  to  claim 
a  right  of  fishing  from  boats  in  the  Thames  above 
the  City  Stone  of  Staines  (up  to  which  point  the 


City  of  London  is  the  owner  of  tlie  fishing  rights, 
now  delegated  to  the  Thames  Conservators)  have 
been  made,  and  have  all  failed— the  .Judges  of  the 
High  Court  deciding  that  because  the  public  has 
fished  in  the  i^ast  for  many  years  that  has  not 
created  a  public  right  and  destroyed  the  private 
one.  In  the  case  of  rivers  with  towing-paths,  if 
the  company  or  corporation  running  the  barges, 
etc.,  did  not  acquire  the  fishing  rights  as  well  as 
navigation  rights,  then  they  still  belong  to  the 
lords  of  the  manors  or  other  landowners  over 
whose  land  the  water  flows.  I  do  not  pretend  to 
much  knowledge  of  law,  but  I  believe  what  I 
have  said  is  fairly  correct  in  a  general  way.  I  do 
not  suppose  that  there  is  any  Charter  or  Act  giving 
the  public  the  right  to  fish  anywhere  in  the  Trent 
from  boats — it  is  not  in  the  least  likely. 


A  Good  Suggestion  for  Uniformity  in  Fish  Names. 

Mr.  George  P.  Bosanquet,  an  Englishman  who 
is  engaged  in  one  of  the  United  States  Government 
fish  hatcheries,  makes  some  very  sensible  sug- 
gestions in  the  following  letter  : — 

"  Dear  Sir, — The  late  Fred.  Mather  says  in  his 
book,  '  Modem  Fish  Culture  '  :  '  I  know  of  but 
three  (fish)  which  bear  the  same  name  from  Maine 
to  California  and  from  Minnesota  to  Texas,  and 
they  are  the  eel,  the  shad,  and  the  sturgeon.' 
Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  nowadays,  when  about 
the  only  way  to  identify  a  fish  with  a  local  name 
is  to  discover  its  scientific  one,  it  behoves  us  all  to 
use  the  same  classification,  and,  above  all  else,  to 
respect  the  name  of  an  imported  fish.  In  this  the 
fish  culturist  and  the  scientist  are  as  great  offenders 
as  the  layman.  Why  should  the  Eastern-American 
brook  trout  {Salvelinus  fontinalis)  have  his  name 
changed  on  his  aiTival  in  England  to  Sahno 
fontinalis?  Is  not  his  name  as  valuable  to  him 
as  any  English  emigrants  who  set  foot  in  New 
York?  To  diverge  slightly  from  the  subject,  it 
seems  strange  that  one  of  the  most  famous  fish 
culturists  of  Scotland  should  catalogue  the  above- 
mentioned  fish  as  '  American  trout  [Salrno  fonti- 
nalis) '  immediately  below  '  Rainbow  trout  (Salmo 
irideus),'  considering  that  the  rainbow  is  much 
more  of  an  American  trout  than  an  American  char. 

"  To  add  to  the  confusion,  I  note  by  the  same 
price  list  that  Salmo  salvelinus  is  the  Welsh  char ; 
and  Salmo  thymallus,  the  common  British  gray- 
ling. The  latter  does  not  harmonise  with  the 
classification  of  the  Natural  History  Museum, 
South  Kensington,  which  names  him  Thymallus 
vulgaris  or  vexillifer. 

"What  would  be  the  fate  of  the  whitefish 
(Coregonus  clujjeiformis)  of  the  American  Great 
Lakes  were  he  pitted  in  grim  earnest  against  his 
near  relative  and  rival,  the  g\\7niad,  of  Bala  Lake 
and  elsewhere  ? 

"  The  Chinook  salmon  of  the  Pacific  Coast,  too, 
is  a  plaintiff  for  reform.  He  is  known  as  Oncor- 
hyncJms  chouicha  and  0.  tschawytscha  here  in  the 
States,  and  0.  quinnat  in  Canada. 

"  What  layman  can  unhesitatingly  identify  the 
salmon  trout  {Salvelinus  namaycush)  or  the 
grey  trout  {Cristivomer  namaycush)  of  Canada 
as  being  the  same  fish  as  the  American  Great  Lakes 
trout  {Cristivomer  namaycush),  up  to  recent  years 
called  Salvelinus  namaycush  f  There  is  every 
reason  to  suppose  that  should  this  fish  get  a  good 
start  in  English  waters  he  would  be  rechristened 
Salmo  cristivomer.  This  is  fairly  convincing  that 
something  should  be  done  to  preserve  the  identity 
of  transplanted  fish,  and  to  prevent  countries  from, 
not  only  sinning  against  each  other,  but  against 
themselves,  by  people  clinging  to  old  and  obsolete 
classifications,  or  resurrecting  them  as  their  fancy 
dictates. 

"  If  there  is  yet  time,  may  I  suggest  that  you 
urge  upon  the  International  Fisheries  Congress 
in  Washington,  D.C.,  to  take  up  the  matter  next 
September  ?  If  they  could  not  straighten  out  the 
tangle  they  might  be  able  to  take  the  first  steps 
towards  the  formation  of  an  international  classifica- 
tion to  be  used  in  an  oflicial  capacity. — Yours 
truly,  "  George  P.  Bosanquet. 

"  U.S.  Bm-eau  of  Fisheries, 

"  Spearfish,  South  Dakota,  U.S.A." 

I  think  that  everyone  interested  in  fish  and 
fishing  would  welcome  some  uniform  nomenclature 
for  our  fish,  especially  as  regards  the  Salmonidc. 
At  present  it  is  often  very  difiicult  to  know  just 
what  fish  is  referred  to.  Of  course,  the  chief 
difficulty  is  that  various  districts  have  vai-ious 
names  for  the  same  fish. 
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Assassination  of  Dogs  by  Automobilists. 

The  American  Field  makes  a  very  strong  and 
well  justified  protest  against  the  callous  manner 
in  which  some  drivers  of  motor-cars  destroy  dogs. 
In  its  issue  for  Jan.  4  it  says  : — 

"  A  recent  issue  of  a  well-known  publication 
devoted  to  automobiling  contained  a  communica- 
tion signed  by  an  individi;al  who  stated  that  he 
was  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession — 
that  of  medicine  —  and  the  article,  which  was 
entitled,  '  Assassination  of  the  Canine — By  an 
Expert,'  goes  on  to  give  in  detail  the  various 
instances  in  which  this  '  healer  of  ills '  had  run 
over  dogs  in  his  multitudinous  trips,  and  he  seems 
to  gloat  over  his  ability  to  do  so.  In  this  advanced 
era  of  the  twentieth  century  the  knowledge  that 
an  ignorant,  uncouth  specimen  of  humanity  had 
no  more  love  of  life  implanted  in  his  bosom  than 
to  ruthlessly  seek  to  assassinate — the  title  of  the 
article  is  siu'ely  well  chosen — man's  best  friend, 
might  well  cause  surprise  and  comment ;  but 
when  a  supposedly  intelligent,  refined  and  educated 
person — and  surely  a  physician  should  possess 
these  attributes  strongly — deliberately  sets  out  to 
ruthlessly  maim  and  destroy,  and  takes  delight  in 
publishing  his  acts  broadcast,  seemingly  glorying 
in  them,  mere  words  would  fail  to  adequately 
express,  even  in  the  slightest  degree,  the  opinion 
of  thoughtful  humans  of  such  dastardly  conduct. 

"  Yet  he  is  not  alone  in  his  base  actions,  as 
there  are  numbers  of  automobilists  who  take  a 
particular  delight  in  running  over  every  canine 
coming  within  range  of  their  machines,  and  when 
they  succeed  in  accomplishing  their  fell  purpose 
drive  on  in  apparent  happiness,  while,  if  their  base 
attempt  to  destroy  results  in  failure,  their  counte- 
nances are  o'ercast  with  gloom.  The  consciences 
of  such  beings — if,  indeed  they  even  possess  a 
modicum  of  one — are  decidedly  warped,  and,  as 
for  the  doctor  who  has  detailed  his  career  of 
assassination  with  the  evident  idea  that  its  perusal 
would  be  pleasant  reading,  the  best  advice  that 
could  be  offered  him  would  be — physician,  heal 
thyself. 

"  There  is  an  old  saying  that  '  what's  everybody's 
business  is  nobody's  business,'  and  many  a  wrong 
goes  unrighted  because  the  average  person,  as  an 
individual,  is  always  disinclined  to  take  the  .initia- 
tive ;  but  if  every  reader  of  the  American  Field 
will  start  a  crusade  in  his  own  particular  neigh- 
bourhood, both  by  example  and  precept,  against 
those  who  use  their  '  devil  wagons  '  for  such  das- 
tardly purposes,  it  undoubtedly  will  be  the  means 
of  making  many  who  now  indulge  in  such  evil 
practices  see  the  error  of  their  ways,  and  make  one 
more  of  the  many  reforms  which  have  been  accom- 
plished through  the  same  channel." 

I  am  not  prejudiced  against  the  cautious  and 
careful  owner  and  driver  of  the  motor-car — although 
I  wish  the  things  had  never  been  invented — but 
unless  something  is  done  to  prevent  the  abuse  of 
the  automobile  by  callous  people,  the  legitimate 
user  will  come  in  for  undeserved  obloquy.  One  of 
our  Fishing  Gazette  staff  was  knocked  down  and 
severely  injured  by  a  motor-car,  whose  driver  never 
stopped,  and  we  have  all  had  those  "  narrow 
escapes  "  which  destroy  the  pleasure  of  a  walk  in 
the  country.  How  anyone  can  glory  in  killing  or 
injuring  dogs  I  cannot  imagine,  and  yet  only  the 
other  day  I  saw  a  lovely  English  terrier,  and  great, 
and  deservedly  great,  family  pet  and  friend,  run 
over  by  a  car,  the  driver  of  which  must  have  heard 
the  dog's  scream  of  pain,  but  he  took  no  notice. 
Automobilists  themselves  ought  to  discourage — and 
of  course  those  who  are  worthy  the  name  of  men 
and  women  do  discourage — the  ruthless  use  of  the 
car.  I  never  feel  that  my  children  are  safe  now  in 
crossing  roads  going  to  school  or  in  roaming  about 
country  roads. 


Glue  or  Cement  for  Split-Cane  Rods. 

Will  some  amateur  or  other  maker  of  split-cane 
rods  kindly  tell  us  how  to  make  or  get  a  good  glue 
for  gluing  the  sections  together — one  that  stands 
damp  and  holds  well. 


Lord  Nelson's  Cockswain. 

In  an  old  volume  of  the  Sporting  Magazine  I 
came  across  the  following  amusing  anecdote  which 
was  new  to  me  : — 

"  "When  Lady  Hamilton's  baggage  had  been 
landed  at  Palermo,  Nelson's  cockswain  was  very 
active  in  carrying  it  to  the  Ambassador's  Hotel. 


Lady  Hamilton,  addressing  the  man,  presented 
him  with  a  moidore,  and  then  observed,  '  Now, 
my  friend,  what  will  you  have  to  drink  ?  '  '  Why, 
please  your  honour,  I  am  not  thirsty.'  '  But,'  said 
her  ladyship,  '  Nelson's  steersman  must  drink 
with  me,  and  what  will  you  take  ?  A  dram,  a 
glass  of  grog,  or  a  glass  of  punch  ?  '  '  Why,'  said 
J ack,  '  as  I  am  to  drink  with  your  ladyship's 
honour,  it  wouldn't  be  good  manners  to  be  back- 
ward, so  I'U  take  the  dram  now,  and  will  be 
drinking  the  glass  of  grog  while  your  ladyship  is 
mixing  the  tumbler  of  punch  for  me.'  " 

Fishing  in  Hampshire. 

A  friend  has  a  rod  to  let  on  his  water  on  the 
Test,  and  if  anyone  is  wanting  one  I  shall  be  glad 
to  give  particulars.  Other  fishings  in  Hampshire 
are  advertised  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  this  week. 

E.  B.  Makston. 


THE  QUINNAT. 


The  Quinnat  salmon  seems  a  wonderful  fish  even 
for  America,  and  wants  some  explaining.  As  a 
grilse  he  returns  to  his  native  river  for  the  first  and 
last  time  to  spawn  and  die,  we  are  told,  some- 
times attaining  at  this  stage  a  weight  of  201b., 
or  even  more.  But  then,  we  further  learn,  he  some- 
times reaches  1001b.  in  weight ;  and  if  this  means 
that  this  extraordinary  fish  sometimes  defers 
spawning  till  he  attains  this  enormous  weight,  it 
should,  I  venture  to  think,  be  made  very  plain  that 
it  is  so.  I  also  see  it  stated  that  the  canned  Quinnat 
is  but  very  poor  fare  beside  our  Salmo  salar,  not 
worth  eating,  in  fact,  "if  our  fish  can  be  got," 
which  is  possibly  very  true,  but  smrely  not  quite 
fair.  How  would  our  Salnto  salar  himself  taste, 
six  months  or  so  after,  if  he  were  tinned  ?  or  how 
does  Quinnat  taste  when  fresh  and  the  curd  in 
him  ?  The  writer  holds,  at  least  for  the  present, 
that  the  Quinnat  is  the  supreme  fish  food  of 
creation,  not  even  excepting  the  Chad,  and  he 
can't  say  more  than  that.  Because  Quinnat  sticks 
bachelor  life  till  100  (pounds),  and  then,  like  some 
other  old  fools  I  know  of,  starts  in  to  raise  a 
family  at  the  eleventh  hour,  that's  no  reason  he 
should  be  calumniated  as  a  foodstuff.  Mona. 


THE  IMPERIAL  SPOETS  CLUB. 


Lord  Desborough  is  the  president  of  a  new  club 
now  being  formed  in  connection  with  the  Olympic 
Games  and  the  Franco-British  Exhibition  at 
Shepherd's  Bush.  The  clubhouse,  which  will  be 
open  early  in  May,  will  be  situated  in  the  exhibition 
grounds  adjoining  the  great  Stadium,  where,  in 
addition  to  the  Olympic  Games,  various  inter- 
national sports  will  be  decided,  and  to  which 
there  will  be  a  private  entrance  for  members,  who 
also  will  have  a  private  entrance  to  the  exhibition 
grounds.  The  club  will  adjoin  the  Palace  of  Art, 
the  Music  Pavilion,  the  pleasure  garden,  and  lakes. 

The  object  of  the  club  is  to  provide  a  convenient 
and  fashionable  rendezvous  for  members  and  their 
guests  (including  ladies)  visiting  the  exhibition  and 
witnessing  the  Games. 

The  club  buildings  will  comprise  two  large 
dining-rooms,  114ft.  by  29ft.  and  85ft.  by  29ft. ;  a 
circular  hall,  44ft.  in  diameter,  with  drawing, 
smoking,  and  waiting  rooms  attached.  The  building 
will  be  surrounded  by  a  sheltered  terrace  or  loggia, 
in  which  meals  will  also  be  served.  Members  of 
the  Imperial  Sports  Club  will  have  the  privilege  of 
introducing  lady  guests  to  the  club,  and  the  right 
of  free  admission  to  the  Franco -British  Exhibition 
on  all  occasions. 

The  club  premises  will  be  opened  in  May,  1908, 
and  will  be  available  till  the  end  of  October,  1908. 

The  subscription  of  the  first  500  members  is 
limited  to  ^3  3s. 

The  following,  among  many  others,  have  already 
become  members : — The  Duke  of  Westminster, 
Lord  Tweedmouth,  Earl  de  Grey,  the  Hon.  Derek 
Keppel,  Earl  Howe,  Lord  Barrymore,  the  Comte 
de  Benckendorff,  Lord  Saltoun,  Viscount  Crichton, 
Lord  Alington,  Col.  E.  Stuart- Wortley,  Lord  Blyth, 
Viscount  Selby,  Lord  Alverstone,  Lord  Strathcona, 
Lord  Weardale,  and  the  Earl  of  Jersey, 

The  hon.  secretary  is  Mr.  J.  Wilson  Taylor, 
the  secretary  of  the  Bath  Club,  and  the  offices 
for  the  present  are  at  8,  Bayley-stree  t,  Bedford- 
square,  W.C. 


FISHING  AT   SANTA  CEUZ, 
CALIFOENIA. 


Dear  Me.  E.  B.  Maeston,— Through  the  courtesy 
of  Mr.  M.J.  Geary,  Editor  of  the  Western  Grajjhic, 
I  have  been  handed  a  copy  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  Aug.  6,  1906,  which  I  have  read  with  a  great 
deal  of  interest.  Thinking  you  might  like  to  know 
what  is  being  done  by  the  little  county  of  Santa 
Cruz,  California,  in  the  interest  of  the  angler,  I 
have  taken  the  liberty  to  drop  you  these  few  lines. 

While  Santa  Cruz  County  is  one  of  the  smallest 
counties  in  California,  she  has  more  to  offer  the 
angler  than  any  other  county  in  the  state.  Mon- 
terey Bay  forms  a  portion  of  the  western  boundary 
of  Santa  Cruz  County.  In  the  waters  of  this  bay 
are  to  be  found  upwards  of  150  different  varieties 
of  fish,  principal  of  which  are  halibut,  sea-bass, 
yellow-tail,  tunny,  barracuda,  sole,  mackerel,  perch, 
sardine,  pompano,  bonita,  smelt,  flounders,  cod- 
fish, rock-cod,  and  rock  fish  of  many  varieties,  and 
many  other  kinds  of  valuable  food  fish  ;  as  well  as 
the  most  noted  of  all  that  royal  game,  as  well  as 
food,  fish — the  Quinnat,  or  king  salmon.  For 
many  years  it  has  been  known  that  salmon  entered 
Monterey  Bay,  and  that  it  was  practically  the 
limit  of  their  southern  range,  as  only  a  few 
scattered  salmon  can  ever  be  seen  south  of 
Monterey  Bay.  Some  few  were  taken  each  year 
by  sportsmen  while  trolling  for  other  fish,  but  little 
attention  was  given  them  imtil  within  the  past  few 
years,  when  the  salmon  fishing  to  be  had  in  the 
waters  of  Monterey  Bay  began  to  attract  widespread 
attention  of  sportsmen  all  over  the  country,  and 
to-day  the  grandest  kind  of  sport  is  to  be  had 
angling  for  the  king  salmon  in  the  waters  of  the 
bay,  off  the  city  of  Santa  Cruz,  and  Capitola. 

Here  these  fish  are  taken  with  hook  and  line,  in 
large  numbers,  from  the  month  of  May  to  Sep- 
tember, and  sometimes  during  January  and 
February.  They  are  taken  by  trolling  with  hook 
and  line  from  row-boats  and  power  launches, 
and  catches  are  often  made  of  as  many  as  fifty  fish 
to  the  boat  per  day.  The  fish  average  about  181b. 
or  201b.  each  in  weight,  and  are  often  taken  weigh- 
ing 401b.  or  501b.  each. 

The  annoimcement  that  the  salmon  have  entered 
the  waters  of  the  bay  is  received  with  delight  by 
the  sportsmen  all  over  the  country,  and  the 
wharves  at  Santa  Cruz  and  Capitola  soon  present 
scenes  of  activity ;  boats  are  removed  from  their 
winter  quarters  and  made  fast  to  the  buoy  lines  in 
the  harbour,  rods,  lines,  and  reels  are  overhauled, 
and  everything  made  ready  for  the  summer's  sport. 
Messages  by  telegrapli  and  'phone  are  sent  to 
anxious  sportsmen,  who  have  been  eagerly  awaiting 
the  glad  tidings  that  "  the  salmon  run  in  Monterey 
Bay  is  on,"  and  within  a  few  days  the  beautiful 
blue  waters  are  dotted  with  numberless  row-boats 
and  power  launches,  each  of  which  contain  from 
one  to  six  ardent  and  enthusiastic  anglers.  While 
trolling  for  salmon  the  angler  at  any  moment  is 
likely  to  have  a  "  strike  "  from  a  sea-bass,  bonita, 
yellow-tail,  halibut,  or  any  other  of  the  large  fish 
that  inhabit  the  waters  of  the  bay,  and  his  tackle 
and  skill  be  given  a  test  seldom,  if  ever,  equalled 
in  other  waters.  The  people  of  Santa  Cruz  County, 
appreciating  the  importance  of  perpetuating  the 
supply  of  salmon  in  the  waters  of  Monterey  Bay 
and  of  trout  in  the  thirty  odd  trout  streams  in  the 
county,  in  1905  established  a  fish  hatchery  at 
Brookdale,  on  "  Clear  Creek,"  a  short  distance 
north  of  the  historic  city  of  Santa  Cruz.  The 
success  that  has  already  been  obtained  by  this 
hatchery  has  attracted  the  attention  of  fish 
culturists  all  over  the  country.  From  this  hatchery 
during  the  past  two  years  have  been  liberated — 
exclusively  in  the  waters  of  Monterey  Bay  and  in 
the  streams  of  the  county — many  millions  of  trout 
and  sabuon  fry.  At  the  hatchery  at  the  present 
time  are  upwards  of  3,000,000  trout  and  salmon 
fry.  These  fish  will  be  liberated  in  the  streams  of 
the  county  and  waters  of  the  bay  dxiring  the  early 
spring  months.  During  the  winter  and  spring 
months  5,000,000  or  6,000,000  trout  and  salmon 
eggs  will  be  hatched  at  the  hatchery,  and  the  fry 
liberated  next  spring  and  summer. 

The  eggs  from  which  the  trout  are  hatched  are 
of  the  "  steelhead  "  trout  (Salmo  rivularis)  variety, 
and  are  all  secured  in  the  streams  of  the  county 
from  wild  trout.  No  trout  is  spawned  that  weighs 
less  than  51b.,  and  many  weigh  as  much  as  181b. 
and  201b. 

Last  season  Mr.  Frank  Shibley,  superintendent 
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View  on  one  of  Califoenia's  Tbout  Streams  :  The  Teuckee  Biver. 


A  Catch  op  Teout  made  by  the  Author  in  the  San  Loeenzo  River,  California. 


View  on  one  of  California's  Tbout  Streams  :  The  Teuckee  River. 


of  the  hatchery,  secured  over  19,000  eggs  from  one 
female  steelhead  trout.  The  steelhead  trout  is 
especially  characteristic  of  all  the  coastwise  streams 
of  California,  and  freely  enters  the  sea,  where  it 
grows  larger,  and  takes  on  a  silvery  colour,  like 
that  of  the  salmon. 

It  is  yet  ,an  unsettled  question  in  California 
whether  or  not  the  steelhead  trout  and  the  rainbow 
trout  (Sabno  irideu.s)  are  not  one  and  the  same 
species  of  trout,  and  that  the  irideun  is  simply 
made  up  of  those  individuals  of  the  steelhead 
trout  propagated  away  from  the  sea.  The  eggs 
from  which  the  salmon  are  hatched  are  secured 
from  the  United  States  Fish  Commission's  spawn- 
ing station,  situate  at  Baird,  on  the  McCloud  river. 

At  Santa  Cruz  the  angler  can  be  assured  of  the 
finest  and  most  varied  angling  for  sea-run  fish  to 
be  had  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  as  well  as  experiencing 
all  the  pleasures  of  trout  fishing — with  light  tackle 
and  fly — in  the  thirty  odd  streams  in  the  county. 

In  July,  1901,  I  stocked  two  lakes  near  Watson- 
ville  in  this  county  with  black  bass,  and  these  fish 
can  now  be  taken  from  these  lakes  in  unlimited 
numbers,  and  of  fine  size,  some  individuals  having 
been  taken  weighing  as  high  as  6.Jlb.  each,  and 
thirteen  fish  scaling  a  total  weight  of  431b. 

I  am  enclosing  a  couple  of  "  snaps  "  of  one 
of  California's  famous  trout  streams — the  Ti'uckee 
river — and  also  a  "  snap  "  of  a  catch  of  trout  made 
by  myself  in  the  San  Lorenzo  river,  within  the 
corporate  limits  of  the  city  of  Santa  Cruz.  All  the 
streams  of  Santa  Cruz  County  are  open  to  the 
public. 

The  San  Lorenzo  river  flows  through  the  centre 
of  the  city  of  Santa  Cruz,  a  city  of  1.5,000  inhabi- 
tants. The  fish  shown  in  the  picture  were  all 
taken  on  the  Royal  Coachman  fly.  No.  16,  in  two 
hours'  fishing,  in  the  month  of  September,  1907. 
They  are  of  the  steelhead  trout  variety,  and  will 
run  from  ten  to  twelve  inches  in  length.  Hundreds 
of  just  such  creels  of  fish  have  been  taken  from  the 
same  stream  during  the  past  open  season.  Perhaps 
some  of  this  matter  may  not  be  of  interest  to  you, 
but  in  reading  the  copy  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
sent  me  by  friend  Geary  I  became  interested,  and 
thought  I  would  drop  you  a  few  lines,  and  let  you 
know  what  the  little  county  of  Santa  Cruz,  away 
off  here  in  the  west,  was  doing  to  perpetuate  the 
sport  of  the  future  angler.  I  think  the  Fishing 
Gazette  the  best  angler's  magazine  that  it  has 
been  my  good  fortune  to  come  across. 

Wishing  you  and  the  Gazette  every  success  in 
the  future,  I  remain,  very  truly  yours, 

Walter  R.  Welch. 

Capitola,  California,  U.S.A. 


iTO  COLLECTOES  OF  BOOKS  ON 
FISH  AND  ANGLING. 

The  Hon.  Daniel  B.  Fearing,  who  is  getting 
together  what  will  soon  be,  if  it  is  not  already,  the 
finest  private  collection  in  the  world  of  works  on 
fish  and  fishing,  asks  me  if  I  can  help  him  to 
find  out  the  real  names  of  the  authors  mentioned 
in  the  list  given  below.  Where  I  have  been  able 
to  do  so,  I  have  done  so.  If  other  collectors  can 
help  I  shall  be  obliged,  and  so  will  Mr.  Fearing. 

R.  B.  M. 

"  The  Resources  of  Solitude,"  by  "  A  Disciple  of 
Izaak  Walton."    W.  Davy  and  Son,  London,  1848. 

"  Fish  for  Cats,"  by  "  Dog."  A  most  interesting 
cook-book,  with  no  publisher,  noplace,  and  no  date. 

"The  Country  Gentleman's  Companion,"  by 
"  A  Country  Gentleman."  Second  edition.  Peter 
Wilson,  Dublin,  1755. 

"Country  Sports."  Ward,  Lock  and  Co.,  London. 
No  date. 

"  Gorden  Laven  :  Scenes  and  Sketches  of  Fisher 
Life  in  the  North,"  by  "An  Old  Fisherman." 
Oliphant,  Anderson,  and  Ferrier,  Edinburgh,  1887. 

"Fly  Maker's  Handbook,"  by  "Angler." 
Liverpool.    No  date. 

"  Fly  Fishing  in  Salt  and  Fresh  Water."  J.  Tan 
Voorst,  London,  1851. 

"The  Fishing  Rod,"  bv  "  Glenfin.""  Baily 
Bros.,  London,  1860. 

"  A  Concise  Practical  Treatise  on  Artificial  Fly 
Fishing,"  by  "  Grey  Drake."  A.  Berger,  London. 
1860. 

"  A  Collection  of  Choice,  Scarce,  and  Valuable 
Tracts,"  by  "  A  Gentleman."  D.  Browne,  London 
1721. 

"  Hints  and  Wrinkles  on  Sea  Fishing,"  by 
"  Ichthyosaurus."    Iliffe  and  Son,  London,  1894." 
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"  How  and  Where  to  Fish  in  Ireland,"  by  "  Hi- 
Regan."  Sampson  Low,  London,  1886.  (The 
author  is  Captain  J.  J.  Dunne. — E.  B.  M.) 

"  Hunting,  Shooting,  and  Fishing."  Sampson 
Low,  Marston,  S.  and  R.,  London,  1877. 

"  Hints  on  Shooting  and  Fishing,"  by  "  Christo- 
pher Idle."    Longmans,  London,  1855. 

"  Handy  Guide  to  Dry- Fly  Fishing,"  etc.,  etc., 
by  "Cotswold  Isys."  Sampson  Low,  Marston, 
S.  and  R.,  London.  No  date.  (The  author  is  the 
Rev.  Richard  Glover.— R.  B.  M.) 

"  Observations  on  the  Public  Right  of  Fishing 
by  Angle  or  Nets,"  by  "  Piscator."  First  edition, 
Marlow,  1826  ;  G.  Cannon,  second  edition,  Marlow, 
1868. 

"  Gun,  Rifle,  and  Hound  in  East  and  West,"  by 
"  Snaffle."    Chapman  and  Hall,  London,  1894. 

"  English  Country  Life,"  by  "  Martingale."  R. 
Bentley,  London,  1843. 

"  The  Anglican  Friar  and  the  Fish  He  Took," 
by  "  Novice  (A),  A.  F.  and  P."  A.  A.  Darling, 
London,  1851. 

"  Sixty-One  Reminiscences  of  the  Lews,"  by 
"  Sixty-One."    Bickers  and  Son,  London,  1873. 

"  Oyster  (The) :  Where,  How,  and  When  to  Find, 
Breed,  Cook,  and  Eat  it."  First  edition,  Triibner 
and  Co.,  London,  1841 ;  second  edition,  Triibner  and 
Co.,  London,  1863. 

"  Piscatorial  Patches,"  by  "  Martin  Pescador." 
F.  V.  White  and  Co.,  London,  1897. 

"  Handy  Guide  to  the  Fishing  in  the  Neighbour- 
hood of  Bath,"  by  "  Piscator."  Wm.  Lewis  and 
Sons,  Bath,  1886. 

"  Stray  Notes  on  Fishing  and  Natural  History," 
by  "  Simeon  (Cornwall)."  Macmillan,  Cambridge, 
1860, 

"A  Fishing  Adventure,"  by  "  Talberg."  Morri- 
son Bros.,  Glasgow,  1890. 

"  Kings  of  the  Rod,  Rifle,  and  Gun,"  by  "  Thor- 
manby."  Hutchinson  and  Co.,  London,  1901. 
("  Thormanby  "  is  W.  W.  Dixon.— R.  B.  M.) 

"  How  to  Catch  Trout,"  by  "  Three  Anglers." 
David  Douglas,  Edinburgh,  1888. 

"  Three  in  Norway,"  by  "Two  of  Them." 
Longmans,  London,  1882. 

"  Super  Flumina."    John  Lane,  London,  1905. 

"  The  Companion  to  a  Cigar,"  by  "  Veteran." 
H,  J.  Gibbs,  London.    No  date. 

"  The  Vermin  Killer,"  by  "  W.  (W)."  Samuel 
Lee,  London,  1680. 

"A  Lay  of  Loch  Leven,"  by  "William  o'  ye 
West."    Robt.  Forrester,  Glasgow,  1887. 

"Dishes  of  Fishes,"  by  "-Wrenn  (.Jenny)." 
Alex.  Gardner,  Paisley,  1888. 

"Angling  Days  on  Scotch  Lochs,"  by  "Yellow 
Body."    J.  Menzies  and  Co.,  Edinburgh,  1844. 

"  How  I  Became  a  Sportsman,"  by  "  Avon." 
London, 1882. 

"  The  Angler  in  Ireland,"  etc.,  etc.,  by  "  Belton  " 
— query  full  name.    London,  1834. 

"  Scotch  Loch  Fishing,"  by  "  Black  Palmer." 
Blackwood,  Edinburgh  and  London,  1882. 

"  The  Border  Angler."  London  and  Edinburgh, 
1858. 

"  Sporting  Sketches,"  by  "  Diane  Chasseresse." 
Macmillan,  London,  1890. 

"  Country  Pursuits  and  Amusements."  Cameron 
and  Ferguson,  Glasgow.    No  date. 

"Fish:  How  Caught,  Cooked,  and  Cornered." 
J.  A.  Brook  and  Co.,  London.    No  date. 


IN  PEAISE  OF  ANGLING. 


"REMINISCENCES    OF  EIGHTY  YEARS."* 


This  is  not  a  work  of  angling  reminiscences,  but 
it  is  a  .small  volume  of  reminiscences  by  an  angler, 
and  for  that  reason  I  draw  attention  to  it.  Mr. 
Urie  was  born  in  1820,  and  is  now  bordering  on 
his  eighty-ninth  year.  His  book  represents  the 
recollections  of  one  who  has  seen  many  stirring 
events  and  met  many  notable  personages  of  a  past 
generation.  He  tells  many  good  stories  of  his 
early  youth  and  manhood,  as  well  as  of  his  later 
years,  and  it  is  only  at  the  end  of  his  book  that  he 
lets  us  into  the  secret  of  his  extraordinary  vitality 

*  "Reminiscences  of  Eighty  Years."  By  John 
TJrie.    IJlustrated,    Paisley :  Alexr.  Gardner. 


and  longevity.  He  tells  us  that  for  eighty  years 
and  more  angling  has  been  his  greatest  hobby. 
Man  and  boy,  he  says,  he  has  been  a  disciple  of 
Izaak  Walton,  as  his  father  was  before  him,  and 
"  to  this,"  he  adds,  "  no  less  than  to  my  temperate 
habits,  I  ascribe  the  fact  that  during  more  than 
seventy  years  I  have  never  suffered  from  a  day's 
illness  or  required  to  dose  myself  with  drugs.  I 
know  of  no  more  health-giving  pursuit  than 
angling." 

He  began  to  use  the  fishing  rod  at  an  early  age. 
His  first  angling  experience  was  in  the  canal  at 
Paisley.  He  used  to  get  hold  of  his  father's  fishing- 
basket,  and  taking  out  his  gaudiest  salmon  flies, 
fixed  them  on  his  line,  and  went  and  thrashed  the 
diill  waters  of  the  canal.  Of  course  he  caught 
nothing,  but  he  saw  boys  there  throwing  pellets  of 
bread  into  the  water.  He  asked  them  what  they 
were  fishing  with,  and  they  said  it  was  "  Cocka- 


long  line,  determined  to  get  a  big  one,  and  he 
did !  The  Highland  cattle  were  grouped  along 
the  banks,  adding  pictorial  beauty  to  tlie  land  - 
scape.  All  at  once  I  heard  a  shout  and  saw  my 
friend  running  after  one  of  the  cattle,  rod  in 
hand.  The  more  he  shouted  the  faster  ran  the 
cow.  At  last  the  brute  stopped,  and  my  friend 
got  up,  but  off  the  cow  bolted  again,  tail  in  the 
air.  We  were  convulsed  with  laughter,  when  one 
of  the  party  ran  after  the  racing  angler  and  his 
big  catch,  flourishing  the  landing-net,  and  telling 
him  to  keep  up  the  point  of  his  rod  and  give  him 
line  or  he  would  be  away  with  it,  and  we'd  be 
up  with  the  net  to  help  to  land  him.  At  last 
the  angler  managed  to  coax  the  cow  to  stand 
still  while  he  got  the  hooks  of  his  favourite 
minnow  extracted  from  its  side." 
It  is  a  little  book  full  of  lively  gossip  about 
"  Paisley  Clubs  and  Characters,"  "  Glasgow  in  the 


John  Ubie,  Anglee. 
(Burn  ill  1820,  Mr.  Urie  says  :  "  I  know  that  angling  has  prolonged  niy  life.") 


lindy."  He  told  his  father  of  this,  and  he  burst 
out,  "  Oh  1  the  yoimg  poachin'  blackguards — 
they're  poisoning  the  fish  !  "  Mr.  Urie's  name 
must  surely  be  well  known  to  many  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  for  he  tells  us  that  he  was  one  of 
the  four  original  members  of  the  St.  Mungo 
Angling  Club — one  of  the  oldest  and  largest 
organisations  of  its  kind  in  the  city  of  Glasgow. 
It  was  founded  in  1880,  and  Mr.  Urie  was  its 
president  for  the  first  eight  years. 

The  little  book  abounds  with  stories  of  all  kinds, 
amusing  and  tragic.  I  will  quote  one  relating  to 
angling  :— 

"  I  was  the  witness  of  a  ludicrous  incident 
while  fishing  between  Tyndrum  and  Crianlarich. 
It  took  ])lace  near  the  dipping  pool  of  St.  Fillan, 
where  the  witches  used  to  be  ducked  to  get  quit 
of  the  evil  spirit.  It  was  a  lovely  morning  when 
we  were  fishing.  My  friend  had  put  on  an  arti- 
ficial minnow,  and  wag  fishing  up  stream  with  a 


Thirties,"  "  The  Bread  Riots,"  "  Recollections  of 
Dr.  Livingstone,"  etc.  It  can  be  recommended  as 
well  written  and  readable,  particularly  for  dwellers 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Tweed.  Old  age  is 
not  to  be  reckoned  by  years — some  are  old  at 
sixty,  others,  being  anglers,  like  our  author,  are 
young  at  ninety.  The  Amateur  Angler. 

When  my  father,  "  The  Amateur  Angler,"  sent 
me  his  note  on  Mr.  John  Urie's  book,  I  thought  I 
would  like  to  give  the  portrait  of  such  a  keen 
angler,  and  wrote  to  Mr.  Urie,  who  replied  as 
follows  : — 

"  Glasgow,  Jan.  20,  1908. 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  was  glad  to  receive  a  note  from 
the  son  of  an  old  angler,  and  I  hope  your  father 
will  have  many  days  by  loch  and  stream — as  I 
intend  to  enjoy — as  I  know  that  angling  has  pro- 
longed my  life.— I  am,  youra  trv(ly, 
'  ('  R.  B.  Marston,  Es^."  John  Urie. 


January  25,  1908 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


CHALK-STKEAM  STUDIES. 
By  Rev.  Charles  Kingslby. 


{T\e8e  very  pleasant  studies  appeared  originally 
in  "  Fraser's  Magazine  "  for  1858.) 

(Continued  from  page  42.) 
Kingsley's  Chttb  Flies. 
For  flies — ^chub  will  rise  greedily  at  any  large 
•  Palmers,  the  larger  and  rougher  the  better.  A  red 
and  a  grizzled  hackle  will  always  take  them  ;  but 
the  best  fly  of  all  is  an  imitation  of  the  black-beetle 
— the  "  undertaker  "  of  the  London  shops.  He, 
too,  can  hardly  be  too  large,  and  should  he  made 
of  a  fat  body  of  black  wool,  with  the  metalUc  black 
feather  of  a  cock's  tail  wrapped  loosely  over  it.  A 
still  better  wing  is  one  of  the  neck  feathers  of  any 
metallic-plumed  bird — for  example,  Phlogophorus 
Impeyanus,  the  Menaul  Pheasant,  laid  flat  and 
whole  on  the  back,  to  imitate  the  wing-sheUs  of  the 
beetle,  the  legs  being  represented  by  any  loose  black 
feathers — (not  hackles,  which  are  too  fine).  Tied 
thus,  it  will  kill  not  only  every  chub  in  a  pool  (if  you 
give  the  survivors  a  quarter  of  an  hour  wherein  to 
recover  from  their  horror  at  their  last  friend's  fate), 
but  also,  here  and  there,  very  large  trout. 

Another  slur  upon  the  noble  sport  of  chub  fishing 
is  the  fact  of  his  not  being  worth  eating — a  fact 
which,  in  the  true  sportsman's  eyes,  will  go  for 
nothing.  But  though  the  man  who  can  buy  fresh 
soles  and  salmon  may  despise  chub,  there  are  those 
who  do  not.  True,  you  may  make  out  a  most 
accurate  imitation  of  him  by  taking  one  of  Palmer's 
patent  candles,  wick  and  all,  stuffing  it  with  needles 
and  spHt  bristles,  and  then  stewing  the  same  in 
ditch-water.  Nevertheless,  strange  to  say,  the 
agricultural  stomach  digests  chub  ;  and  if,  after 
having  filled  your  creel,  or  three  creels  (as  you  may 
too  often),  with  them,  you  will  distribute  them 
on  your  way  home  to  all  the  old  women  you  meet, 
you  will  make  many  poor  souls  happy,  after  having 
saved  the  lives  of  many  trout. 

But  here  we  come  to  a  strip  of  thick  cover,  part  of 
our  Squire's  home  preserves,  which  it  is  impossible 
to  fish,  so  closely  do  the  boughs  cover  the  water. 
We  will  walk  on  through  it  towards  the  hall,  and 
there  get — what  we  begin  sorely  to  need — something 
to  eat.  It  will  be  of  little  use  fishing  for  some  time 
to  come  ;  for  these  hot  hours  of  the  afternoon,  from 
three  till  six,  are  generally  the  "  deadest  time  "  of 
the  whole  day. 

"  We  shall  See  a  Scene  as  Lovely." 

And  now,  when  we  have  struggled  in  imagination 
through  the  last  bit  of  copse,  and  tumbled  over  the 
palings  into  the  lawn,  we  shall  see  a  scene  quite  as 
lovely,  if  you  will  believe  it,  as  any  alp  on  earth. 

What  shall  we  see,  as  we  look  across  the  broad, 
still,  clear  river,  where  the  great  dark  trout  sail  to 
and  fro  lazily  in  the  sun  ?  For  having  free-warren 
of  our  fancy  and  our  paper,  we  may  see  what  we 
choose. 

White  chalk-fields  above,  quivering  hazy  in  the 
heat.    A  park  full  of  merry  haymakers  ;  gay  red 
and  blue  waggons  ;  stalwart  horses  switching  off 
.the  flies  ;  dark  avenues  of  tall  elms  ;  groups  of 
abele,  "  tossing  their  whispering  silver  to  the  sun  "  ; 
and  amid  them  the  house.    What  manner  of  house 
shall  it  be  ?    Tudor  or  Ehzabethan,  with  oriels, 
muUioned  windows,  gables,  and  turrets  of  strange 
shape  ?    No  ;  that  is  commonplace.  Everybody 
builds  Tudor  houses  now.    Our  house  shall  smack 
of  Inigo  Jones  or  Christopher  Wren  ;  a  great  square 
red-brick  mass,  made  light  and  cheerful  though, 
by  quoins  and  windows  of  white  Sarsden  stone  ; 
with  high-peaked  French  roofs,  broken  by  louvres 
and  dormers,  haunted  by  a  thousand  swallows  and 
starlings.    Old  walled  gardens,  gay  with  flowers, 
shall  stretch  right  and  left.    Clipt  yew  alleys  shall 
wander  away  into  mysterious  glooms  ;  and  out  of 
their  black  arches  shall  come  tripping  children,  like 
white  fairies,  to  laugh  and  talk  with  the  girl  who 
Ues  dreaming  and  reading  in  the  hammock  there, 
beneath  the  black  velvet  canopy  of  the  great  cedar 
tree,  like  some  fair  Tropic  flower  hanging  from  its 
boughs.    Tlaen  they  shall  wander  down  across  the 
smooth-shorn  lawn,  where  the  purple  rhododen- 
droas  hang  double,  bush  and  image,  over  the 
water's  edge,  and  call  to  us  across  the  stream, 
"  What  sport  ?  "  and  the  old  Squire  shall  beckon 
the  keeper  over  the  long  stone  bridge,  and  return 
with  him  bringing  luncheon  and  good  ale  ;  and  we 
vd\l  sit  down,  and  eat  and  drink  among  the  burdock 


leaves,  and  then  watch  the  quiet  house,  and  lawn, 
and  flowers,  and  fair  human  creatures,  and  shining 
water,  all  sleeping  breathless  in  the  glorious  light 
beneath  the  glorious  blue,  till=we  doze  ofl^,  lulled  by 
the  murmur  of  a  thousand  insects,  and  the  rich 
minstrelsy  of  nightingale  and  blackcap,  thrush  and 
dove. 

English  Country  Life. 
Peaceful,  graceful,  complete  English  country  fife 
and  country  houses  ;  everywhere  finish  and  polish 
Nature  perfected  by  the  wealth  and  art  of  peaceful 
centuries  !  Why  should  I  exchange  you,  even  for 
the  sight  of  all  the  Alps,  for)bad  roads,  bad  carriages, 
bad  inns,  bad  food,  bad  washing,  bad  beds,  and 
fleas,  fleas,  fleas  ? 

Let  that  last  thought  be  enough.  There  may  be 
follies,  there  may  be  sorrows,  there  may  be  sias — 
though  I  know  there  are  no  very  heavy  ones — in 
that  fine  old  house  opposite  ;  but  thanks  to  the 
genius  of  my  native  land,  there  are  at  least  no  fleas. 

Think  of  that,  wandering  friend  ;  and  of  this  also, 
that  you  will  find  your  warm  bath  ready  when  you 
go  to  bed  to-night,  and  your  cold  one  when  you  rise 
to-morrow  morning  ;  and  in  content  and  thankful- 
ness, stay  in  England,  and  be  clean. 

*  *  *  * 

Here,  then,  let  us  lounge  a  full  two  hours,  too 
comfortable  and  too  tired  to  care  for  fishing,  till  the 
hall-bell  rings  for  that  dinner  which  we  as  good 
anglers  wiU  despise.  Then  we  will  make  our  way 
to  the  broad  reaches  above  the  house.  The  evening 
breeze  should  be  ruffling  them  gallantly  ;  and  see, 
the  fly  is  getting  up.  Countless  thousands  are  rising 
off  the  grass,  and  flickering  to  and  fro  above  the 
stream.  Stand  still  a  moment,  and  you  will  hear 
the  air  full  of  the  soft  rustle  of  innumerable  wings. 

Hundreds  more,  even  more  delicate  and  gauzy, 
are  rising  through  the  water,  and  floating  helplessly 
along  the  surface,  as  Aphrodite  may  have  done 
when  she  rose  in  the  iEgean,  half  frightened  at  the 
sight  of  the  new  upper  world.  And,  see,  the  great 
trout  are  moving  everywhere.  Fish  too  large  and 
well  fed  to  care  for  the  fly  at  any  other  season,  who 
have  been  lounging  among  the  weeds  all  day  and 
snapping  at  passing  mirmows,  have  come  to  the 
surface  ;  and  are  feeding  steadily,  splashing  five  or 
six  times  in  succession,  and  then  going  down  awhile 
to  bolt  their  mouthful  of  victims  ;  while  here  and 
there  a  heavy  silent  swirl  tells  of  a  fly  taken  before 
it  has  reached  the  surface,  untimely  slain  before  it 
has  seen  the  day. 

Put  Your  Green  Dr.uce  On. 
Now — put  your  Green  Drake  on  ;  and  throw, 
regardless  of  bank-fishing  or  any  other  rule,  wherever 
you  see  a  fish  rise.  Do  not  work  your  flies  in  the 
least,  but  let  them  float  down  over  the  fish,  or  sink 
"f  they  will  ;  he  is  more  likely  to  take  them  under 
water  than  on  the  top.  And  mind  this  rule  :  be 
patient  with  your  fish  ;  and  do  not  fancy  that 
because  he  does  not  rise  to  you  the  first  or  the  tenth 
ime,  therefore  he  will  not  rise  at  all.  He  may  have 
filled  his  mouth  and  gone  down  to  gorge  ;  and 
when  he  comes  up  again,  if  your  fly  be  the  first 
which  he  meets,  he  will  probably  seize  it  greedily, 
and  all  the  more  so  if  it  be  under  water,  so  seeming 
drowned  and  helpless.  Besides,  a  fish  seldom  rises 
twice  exactly  in  the  same  place,  unless  he  be  lying 
between  two  weeds,  or  in  the  corner  of  an  eddy. 
His  small  wits,  when  he  is  feeding  in  the  open,  seem 
to  hint  to  him  that  after  having  found  a  fly  in  one 
place  he  must  move  a  foot  or  two  on  to  find  another ; 
and  therefore  it  may  be  some  time  before  your  turn 
comes,  and  your  fly  passes  just  over  his  nose  ;  which 
if  it  do  not  do,  he  certainly  will  not,  amid  such  an 
abundance,  go  out  of  his  way  for  it.  In  the  mean- 
while your  footlink  will  very  probably  have  hit  him 
over  the  back,  or  run  foul  of  his  nose,  in  which  case 
you  will  not  catch  him  at  all.  A  painful  fact  for 
you  ;  but  if  you  could  catch  every  fish  you  saw, 
where  would  be  the  trout  for  next  season  ? 

Put  on  a  dropper  of  some  kind,  say  a  Caperer,  as 
a  second  chance.  I  almost  prefer  the  dark  claret- 
spinner,  with  which  I  have  killed  very  large  fish 
alternately  with  the  Green  Drake,  even  when  it 
was  quite  dark  ;  and  for  your  stretcher,  of  course 
a  Green  Drake. 

For  a  blustering  evening  like  this  your  Drake  can 
hardly  be  too  large  or  too  rough  ;  in  brighter  and 
stiller  weather  the  fish  often  prefer  a  fly  half  the  size 
of  the  natural  one.  Only  bear  in  mind  that  the 
most  tempting  form  among  these  millions  of  Drakes 
is  that  one  whose  -nangs  are  very  Httle  coloured  at 
all,  of  a  pale  greenish-yellow  ;  whose  body  is  straw- 


coloured,  and  his  head,  thorax,  and  logs  spotted 
with  dark  brown — best  represented  by  a  pheasant 
or  coch-a-bonddhu  hackle. 

Macoowan's  May  Fly. 
The  best  imitation  of  this,  or  of  any  Drake,  which 
I  have  ever  seen,  is  one  by  Mr.  Macgowan,  whilom 
of  Ballyshannon,  now  *  of  No.  7,  Bruton-stroet, 
Berkeley-square,  whoso  Drakes,  known  by  a  waxy 
body  of  some  mysterious  material,  do  surpass  those 
of  all  other  men,  and  should  be  knowTi  and  honoured 
far  and  wide.  But  failing  them,  you  may  do  well 
with  a  Drake  which  is  ribbed  through  the  whole 
length  with  red  hackle  over  a  straw-coloured  body. 
A  North-countryman  would  laugh  at  it,  and  ask  us 
how  we  fancy  that  fish  will  mistake  for  that  delicate 
waxy  fly  a  heavy  rough  Palmer,  made  heavier  and 
rougher  by  two  thick  tufts  of  yellow  mallard  wing  ; 
but  if  he  will  fish  therewith  he  will  catch  trout  ;  and 
mighty  ones  they  ^vill  be.  I  have  found,  again  and 
again,  this  Drake,  in  which  the  hackle  is  ribbed  all 
down  the  body,  beat  a  bare-bodied  one  in  the  ratio 
of  three  fish  to  one.  The  reason  is  difficult  to  guess. 
Perhaps  the  shining  traasparent  hacklo  gives  the 
fly  more  of  the  waxy  look  of  the  natural  insect ;  or 
perhaps  the  "  buzzly  "  look  of  the  fly  causes  the 
fish  to  mistake  it  for  one  half  emerged  from  its  pupa 
case,  fluttering,  entangled,  and  helpless.  But 
whatever  be  the  cause,  I  am  sure  of  the  fact.  Now 
— silence  and  sport  for  the  next  three  hours. 
*  *  *  * 

All  Things  Must  End — Including  the  Sherry  ! 

There  !  All  things  must  end.  It  is  so  dark  that 
I  have  been  fishing  for  the  last  five  minutes  without 
any  end  fly  ;  and  we  have  lost  our  two  last  fish 
simply  by  not  being  able  to  guide  them  into  the  net. 
But  what  an  evening's  sport  we  have  had  !  Beside 
several  over  1  lb.  which  I  have  thrown  in  (I  trust  you 
have  been  generous  and  done  like^vise),  there  are 
six  fish  averaging  21b.  apiece  ;  and  what  is  the 
weight  of  that  monster  with  whom  I  saw  you 
wrestling  dimly  through  the  dusk,  your  legs  stuck 
knee-deep  in  a  mudbank,  your  head  embowered  in 
nettles,  while  the  keeper  waltzed  round  you,  roaring 
mere  incoherencies  ? — four  pounds  full.  Now,  is 
there  any  sherry  left  in  the  flask  ?  No  ?  Then  we 
will  give  the  keeper  five  shillings  ;  he  is  well  worth 
his  pay  ;  and  then  drag  our  weary  Umbs  towards 
the  hall  to  bath,  supper,  and  bed  ;  while  you  confess, 
I  trust,  that  you  may  get  noble  sport,  hard  exercise, 
and  lovely  scenery,  without  going  sixty  miles  from 
London  to-«Ti. 


LOCH  NESS  SALMON  FISHINGS. 


RETROSPECT  AND  PROSPECT. 


That  the  Loch  Ness  Angling  Improvement  Asso- 
ciation hasjjustified  its  title  is  amply  proved  by  the 
angling  returns  sjnce  its  inauguration  four  years 
ago.  Each  succeeding  year  is  a  record  in  itself  and 
an  improvement  on  its  predecessor,  culminating 
last  year  in  the  crowning  total  of  412  fish  captured. 
Between  the  opening  day,  February  11,  and 
March  31,  245  salmon  were  grassed,  weighing  in 
the  aggregate  36141b.  ;  the  average  weight — a  frac- 
tion under  151b. — is  rather  below  the  usual,  and  this 
shows  that  the  majority  of  them  were  yoimg  fish. 
Of  individual  anglers,  Mr.  H.  W.  Macpherson. 
Barrhill,  Ayrshire,  carries  the  palm  not  only  for 
the  total  bag  for  the  season  but  for  the  heaviest 
one-day  kill.  Fishing  fi-om  Richmond  House, 
Fort  Augustus,  from  the  opening  day  till  .June  22, 
he  landed  fifty-nine  salmon,  the  majority  of  them 
being  clean-run  beauties.  His  heaviest  day's 
basket  was  got  on  February  20,  when  he  landed 
four  prime  fish,  weighing  respectively  24lb.,  21  lb., 
20jlb.,  and  ll^lb.,  making  a  total  of  771b. 

The  best  one-day  catches  on  the  loch  were  as 
follows : — Mr.  H.  W.  Macpherson,  on  Feb.  11, 
three  salmon,  181b.,  91b.,  and  81b.,  and  on  May  8, 
four,  191b.,  141b.,  13^1b.,  and  9.Ub. ;  Mr.  J.  William- 
son, Glasgow,  Lovat  Arms  Hotel,  Fort  Augustus, 
on  Feb.  11,  three,  291b..  101b.,  and  91b. ;  Mr.  E. 
Service,  Glenmoriston  Hotel,  on  Feb.  11,  four, 
231b.,  151b.,  91b.,  and  81b.  ;  Miss  Mona  Davis, 
Glenmoriston  Hotel,  on  Feb.  11.  three,  151b.,  91b., 
and  81b. ;  Mr.  Wm.  .J.  Eraser,  Foyers  Hotel,  on 
Feb.  13,  three,  201b.,  171b..  and  81b. ;  Mr.  A.  Grant, 
Bridgend  House,  Fort  Augustus,  on  Feb.  19,  three. 
251b.,  2olb.,  and  151b.  ;  Mr.  McFadyen,  Foyers 

♦  Long  dead,  like  Kingsley  himself. — R.  B.  M. 
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Hotel,  on  March  14,  three,  21  lb.,  201b..  and  191b. ; 
and  Mr.  E.  M.  Cameron,  Douglas  Hotel,  Fort 
Augustus,  on  March  15,  three,  221b.,  161b.,  and  121b. 
Last  season  one  or  two  private  house  proprietors 
invested  in  licensed  boats,  with  encouraging  results 
— some  anglers  preferring  the  seclusion  of  private 
residence  to  that  of  the  publicity  of  hotel  life — and 
this  season  it  is  understood  that  the  number  of 
private  house  patrons  will  be  considerably  aug- 
mented. 

The  prospects  of  sport  for  the  ensuing  season 
will  greatly  depend  on  the  weather  conditions  of 
the  next  fortnight.  The  first  run  of  fish,  which 
is  not  considered  a  heavy  one,  consisting  of 
strong  old  salmon  which  spawned  early,  if  not 
already  passed  up,  will  be  now  on  their  way ; 
and  should  frost  soon  set  in  and  lower  the  water, 
the  second,  and  very  much  larger,  run  will  be  met 
with  in  large  numbers  on  the  opening  day.  The 
weather  so  far  was  all  that  could  be  desired  for 
spawTiing  purposes  and  the  hurrying  down  of  kelts, 
and  thus,  it  is  expected,  they  will  not  infest  the 
loch  to  the  aggravating  extent  they  did  last  spring. 
The  nets  between  the  head  of  Loch  Ness  and  the 
sea  were  bought  off  by  the  association  with  the 
exception  of  the  Abbey,  which  enjoys  the  privi- 
lege of  drawing  theirs  twice  a  week.  One  good 
condition  laid  down  by  the  association  is  that  each 
boat  be  provided  with  a  landing-net  in  the  tem- 
porary capture  of  kelts,  so  as  not  to  inflict  the 
injui-y  caused  by  gaffing,  and  the  penalty  for  the 
gaffing  of  a  kelt  is  the  withdrawal  of  the  licence  of 
the  boat  involved.  There  is  no  salmon  angling 
of  any  consequence  in  Scotland  that  can  be 
engaged  in  on  more  moderate  terms.  By  stay- 
ing at  any  of  the  hotels  or  private  houses,  holding 
licensed  boats,  and  paying  from  twenty  to  thirty 
shillings  per  week  for  use  of  boat,  sportsmen  have 
the  chance  of  landing  on  an  average  four  or  five 
salmon  in  that  time.  Loch  Ness  salmon  are  well 
known  for  their  symmetry  of  form  and  gameness — 
one  gentleman  who  fished  on  most  of  the  Scottish 
waters  remarked  that  he  would  know  a  Loch  Ness 
salmon  either  in  or  out  of  water.  The  shoals  of 
salmon  fry  seen  passing  down  last  summer  was  the 
largest  for  many  years  past.  Another  boon  the 
association  has  conferred  is  the  giving  of  employ- 
ment to  upwards  of  sixty  gillies  at  a  season  of  the 
year  when  other  work  is  practically  at  a  standstill. 
These  men  are  paid  at  the  rate  of  from  20s.  to  24s. 
per  week  with  lunch,  according  to  the  length  of 
time  they  are  engaged.  Indeed,  there  are  instances 
of  gillies  being  employed  steadily  for  twenty 
weeks  at  the  larger  rate.  The  first  two  months 
are  considered  the  best,  but  the  season  extends  for 
a  very  much  longer  time — for  instance,  icwt.  of 
fish  landed  on  May  8  shows  that  so  far  into  the 
season  as  the  twelith  week  an  excellent  day's  sport 
may  be  got.  .J.  M.  H.  S.  N. 


A  FISHING  HOLIDAY  IN 
IKELAND. 


Judging  from  the  frequent  letters  that  appear  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  making  inquiries  as  to  the 
sport  to  be  obtained  in  certain  districts  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  it  seems  as  if  certain  business 
men  were  trying  to  pick  out  suitable  localities 
where  they  could  ensure  a  good  time,  enjoy  them- 
selves in  a  thorough  manner,  and  return  to  their 
homes  satisfied  with  their  holidays  and  recruited 
in  health. 

Prompted  by  the  letter  inserted  in  the  Editor's 
"  Occasional  Notes  "  on  July  20,"  Truthful  Jemmy  " 
and  I  decided  that  we  would  test  the  accuracy 
of  the  information  and  go  to  Mr.  Mayne,  Spring- 
vale  House,  Ballinrobe,  co.  Mayo,  to  try  to  recruit 
our  health,  as  we  had  had  serious  illness  during 
the  past  spring,  and  wanted  a  nice  comfortable 
holiday. 

For  the  information  of  those  enthusiastic  anglers 
w^ho  are  tied  down  by  business  and  only  able  to 
spend  an  occasional  day  angling  in  their  own 
neighbourhood,  I  can  assure  them  that  Connemara 
and  CO.  Mayo  will  afford  them  the  best  and 
cheapest  holiday,  with  excellent  sport,  in  the 
months  of  June,  August,  and  September.  When 
chatting  about  fishing  in  the  West  of  Ireland,  I 
have  found  many  friends  considered  it  too  long  a 
journey  to  take  for  a  holiday,  but  when  I  have 
pointed  out  that  the  London  and  North  Western 
Railway  issue  tourist  tickets  at  such  easy  prices 
and  such  quick  travelling,  they  have '  seemed 
inclined  to  think  I  was  exaggerating,  especially 


when  I  remarked  that  one  could  leave  London  one 
day  at  8.45  p.m.  and  commence  fishing  on  Lough 
Corrib  or  Mask  at  one  or  two  o'clock  the  next 
afternoon,  and  also  that  the  cost  of  a  tourist  third- 
class  ticket  was  only  .£3,  allowing  one  to  stop  at 
any  station  in  the  programme  of  the  tour  through 
the  Connemara  route.  On  application  to  an  agency 
of  the  London  and  North  Western  Eailway,  it  is 
pleasing  to  be  given  gratis  the  excellent  and 
beautifully  illustrated  books  that  describe  the 
districts  in  Ireland  that  one  travels  through,  and 
give  interesting  information  about  the  cities  and 
towns  on  the  route. 

To  proceed  with  our  holiday  life.  After  en- 
gaging rooms  at  Springvale,  we  caught  the  Irish 
mail  at  Rugby  at  10.31p.m.,  and  providing  our- 
selves with  pillows  on  hire  at  sixpence  each,  settled 
down  in  a  comfortable  corridor  carriage  to  sleep 
till  we  reached  Holyhead  at  2.17  a.m.  Going  on 
board  the  mail  steamer  we  laid  down  in  most 
comfortable  berths  in  the  second  cabin,  and  had 
another  comfortable  sleep  till  the  steward  awoke 
us  as  we  approached  Kingstown  Harbour  about 
5  a.m.,  where  we  landed  to  find  the  celebrated 
newsvendor,  Danny,  still  at  the  gangway,  as 
vigorous  as  ever,  and  the  Midland  Great  Western 
train  ready  to  take  us  on  without  delay  to  Clare- 
morris,  which  we  should  have  reached  at  10.51  a.m., 
but  unfortunately  we  discovered  that  our  rod-box 
and  part  of  our  baggage,  on  reaching  Broadstone 
Station,  Dublin,  were  missing,  and  had  probably 
been  put  out  of  the  train  at  Holyhead  by  mistake, 
to  go  by  the  North  Wall  boat.  Consequently  we 
had  to  wait  till  a  later  train  to  recover  them,  but 
to  our  vexation,  on  arriving  at  Claremorris,  our 
rod-box  had  not  turned  up,  and  had  evidently  gone 
on  to  Galway  by  being  put  into  the  wrong  van. 

The  station-master  there  showed  us  every  atten- 
tion, and  said  he  would  do  his  best  by  wiring  to 
get  it  sent  on  without  delay  to  Ballinrobe,  and  the 
result  was  we  did  not  get  it  till  about  twenty-four 
hours  after.  I  must  now  suggest  to  those  who 
travel  by  this  route  that  they  should  have  their 
own  labels  written  in  larger  letters  and  see  that 
the  railway  company's  labels  are  placed  in  a  con- 
spicuous part  of  their  luggage,  as  owing  to  the 
piles  of  portmanteaus,  boxes,  and  other  lumber, 
one's  belongings  may  miss  the  connection  with  the 
mail  boat  at  Holyhead  by  being  transferred  at 
the  North  Wall  platform  by  mistake.  We  found 
that  we  were  the  third  party  who  had  this  year  at 
Springvale  missed  getting  their  rod-boxes.  Thanks 
to  the  generosity  of  a  visitor  who  lent  me  a  rod, 
and  also  the  kindness  of  Flannery,  our  boatman, 
who  provided  my  companion  wiiih  one,  we  were 
able  to  commence  the  next  morning. 

Lea\'ing  Claremorris,  on  our  arrival,  we  went  down 
to  Ballinrobe  by  a  little  branch  line,  which  brought 
us  to  a  decent,  busy  town,  nicely  situated  on  the 
River  Robe,  which  runs  down  to  Lough  Mask,  and 
is  very  picturesque. 

Springvale  House  lies  about  a  mile  beyond  in 
the  centre  of  a  pretty  parklike  estate,  with  a  lovely 
avenue  of  copper  beeches  to  the  front  door,  where 
we  received  a  cordial  welcome  from  our  host  and 
hostess,  who  had  excellent  accommodation  provided 
for  us,  with  comfortable  beds  and  capital  meals. 

Lough  Mask  is  situated  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour's  drive  to  the  west,  where,  starting  at  nine 
o'clock,  we  reach  Cahir  Pier,  a  stone  landing-place 
where  the  boatmen  await  the  visitors. 

A  splendid  view  of  the  mountains  and  lake  is 
presented  to  our  eyes,  with  the  range  of  Partry 
and  Maamtrasna  on  the  west  side,  the  summits 
of  Croagh  Patrick  and  Mount  Nephin  on  the  north, 
and  Mount  Gable  on  the  south.  Devenish  Island 
and  other  lovely  isles  stud  the  lake  here  and  there, 
and  afford  the  angler  pleasant  landing  for  lunch  and 
a  stroll  to  stretch  one's  legs  for  a  few  minutes. 

Doubtless  the  Ballinrobe  side  of  Mask  is  the  best 
for  trout  fishing,  as  the  outline  of  the  shore  consists 
of  enormous  ridges  of  rocks  piled  on  one  another, 
which  running  out  in  a  zigzag  way  form  bays 
where  fish  of  all  sizes  lie  amongst  the  boulders  and 
shoals,  and  the  reefs  which  run  further  out,  in  fact, 
wherever  one  goes  on  this  part  and  views  the 
wonderful  formation  of  the  stones  of  Cahir  Bay, 
Ballyholly  Bay,  or  those  beyond  Innishowen,  one's 
mind  wonders  what  convulsion  of  Nature  could 
have  occurred  to  have  effected  such  a  split  up. 

Towards  the  north  of  Cahir  Pier  there  are  more 
picturesque  bays  along  the  estate  of  Creagh  and 
Castle  Hag ;  behind  the  latter  you  reach  the 
favourite  Cushlough,  noted  for  its  large  trout,  and 
into  which  flows  the  River  Robe,    Some  distance 


beyond  this  is  a  good  spot  called  by  anglers  "  Lively 
Baj',"  as  the  fish  rise  freely  there,  but  we  did  not 
go  beyond  Castle  Hag,  as  a  dead  calm  came  on, 
and  we  started  trolling.  To  give  an  account  of  our 
sport,  the  first  day  was  a  poor  one,  as  it  turned 
out  stormy  and  wet ;  we  lost  several  good  fish  but 
landed  only  one,  while  other  anglers  did  fairly  well 
on  Cushlough. 

The  next  day  was  bright  till  noon,  and  we  landed 
five  in  the  morning,  while  others  did  nothing,  as 
squalls  of  wind  started  up  and  made  the  water 
dangerous  to  move  far.  Afterwards  the  weather 
became  settled,  with  nice  breezes,  and  we  were 
able  to  go  miles  away  and  be  recompensed  with 
good  sport,  especially  as  we  had  got  our  hands 
trained  to  strike  correctlj' ;  I  mean  that  in  dapping 
with  the  "  Long  Harrys  "  or  Daddy  Longlegs  one 
has  to  refrain  from  raising  the  rod  too  suddenly 
when  a  fish  rises  to  the  natural  bait,  so  as  to  allow 
it  to  pouch  it.  According  to  the  instruction  of  the 
boatmen,  as  soon  as  a  rise  occurs  the  angler  should 
count  one,  two,  three,  four,  before  striking,  or  the 
bait  will  be  pulled  away  with  the  loss  of  wings 
and  legs,  which  the  fish  has  seized  before  swallow- 
ing the  body  of  the  "Daddy."  The  remainder  of 
the  fortnight  showed  us  good  sport,  and  although 
we  lost  a  goodly  number  of  decent  trout,  we  were 
well  satisfied  when  our  list  of  trout  brought  home 
was  calculated,  the  result  being,  for  fifteen  days, 
myself,  thirty-six  trout,  weight  89jlb.,  largest  41b., 
and  three  pike,  201b.,  81b.,  and  21b. ;  my  partner, 
thirty-two  trout,  weight  38Jlb.,  largest  31b.,  and  no 
pike.  No  trout  were  retained  under  jlb.,  according 
to  the  wish  of  the  Mask  Fishery  Association,  who 
evidently  are  making  the  lake  a  paradise  for 
anglers.  We  rose  a  nice  lot  of  fish,  and  lost  many 
after  hooking  and  playing  them  sometime,  possibly 
owing  to  want  of  practice  and  careful  handling,  as 
they  are  splendid  fighters,  and  require  judgment  in 
giving  them  "rope"  enough,  as  they  are  apt  to 
get  round  or  below  a  boulder  and  break  their  con- 
nection with  the  "  fool  "  at  the  other  end. 

Heavy  trout  are  to  be  secured  by  trolling  in 
certain  parts  of  Mask  with  phantoms  and  spoons 
and  natural  baits,  and  I  was  surprised  to  find  one 
day  while  trolling  with  a  large  spoon  for  pike  that 
I  had  hooked  a  trout  of  only  l^lb.,  which  shows 
that  they  must  be  feeding  on  their  own  tribe  and 
other  species ;  and  this  was  confirmed  when  re- 
turning home  one  evening  our  boatman  lifted  a 
trout  of  Ijlb.  that  was  floating  on  the  water  and 
a  perch  was  discovered  sticking  in  its  maw,  and 
had  evidently  choked  it,  though  still  slightly  alive. 

The  Salmo  fario  is  certainly  a  brisk  fighter,  as 
it  leaps  out  of  the  water  very  frequently,  while  the 
gillaroo  tugs  and  runs  strongly  without  showing 
himself  much  till  beaten.  We  did  not  meet  with 
any  ferox,  though  other  anglers  did,  but  of  no 
particular  size.  I  caught  three  gillaroo,  the  largest 
being  41b.  in  weight,  and  other  larger  ones  were 
brought  in  by  several  visitors.  Possibly  many 
anglers  may  consider  that  our  aggregate  weight 
for  two  rods  in  fifteen  days  was  poor  sport,  but 
fisherman's  luck  depends  on  the  weather,  individual 
skill,  and  expertness  in  playing  the  fish  in  these 
lakes.  Had  we  the  opportunity  of  spending  another 
fortnight  on  Lough  Mask  we  should  possibly  have 
netted  a  better  average  than  5Jlb.  per  day,  as  the 
weather  became  more  suitable  for  angling  and  our 
hands  and  eyes  would  have  become  accustomed  to 
dapping,  owing  to  the  fact  that  two  years  had 
jDassed  since  we  did  any  lake  fishing,  and  during 
this  interval  the  float  fishing  we  had  indulged  in 
for  roach  and  bream  had  spoilt  the  knack  of  striking 
a  rising  fish  in  a  patient  manner. 

I  must  now  conclude  my  narrative  by  saying 
that  if  one  goes  to  these  parts  without  prejudice  or 
ill-feeling  towards  the  Irish  manners  and  ways  of 
living,  there  is  every  chance  of  getting  a  delightful 
holiday  and  a  rest  from  the  worries  of  business 
life,  especially  as  the  tourist  ticket  allows  one  to 
go  on  further,  if  not  limited  in  time  personally,  to 
any  fishing  station  on  the  route  to  the  end  of 
December,  according  to  the  "  general  conditions  " 
of  time-table. 

I  would  also  mention  that  it  is  necessary  to  be 
provided  with  thoroughly  waterproof  garments  as 
a  precaution  against  the  showers  and  wet  days 
that  the  Green  Island  is  subject  to,  and  a  good  set 
of  oilskins  is  very  essential  for  lough  fishing  on 
blustery  days  when  the  heavy  waves  come  rushing 
along  and  dash  against  the  boat.  Also  that  the 
fish  are  rising  more  freely  to  the  artificial  fly  than 
formerly,  the  Zulu  being  very  attractive. 
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"DAPPING"  FOE  TEOUT  ON 
LOUGH  AEEOW. 


\   

Having  read  and  heard  of  the  wonderful  trout 
to  be  caught  "  dapping,"  I  determined  to  try  for 
myself  what  this  branch  of  sport  was  like.  Lough 
Arrow,  in  the  county  of  Sligo — or  is  it  Roscommon  ? 
— was  the  chosen  place. 

Arrangements  having  been  made  for  staying  at 
a  farm  close  to  the  lough,  and  having  ascertained 
the  time  when  the  May  Fly  would  be  up— and  the 
natives  seem  to  know  almost  to  the  day  when 
it  will  appear — May  19  saw  myself  and  friend 
travelling  en  route  for  the  place  via  Holyhead. 
We  intended  staying  the  night  in  Dublin,  but 
owing  to  its  being  Sunday,  combined  with  some 
curious  alterations  in  the  train  service,  we  managed 
to  miss  the  day  boat,  and  had  to  keep  going  quietly 
along,  and  eventually  reached  Boyle  at  10  a.m.  on 
Monday,  having  left  just  twenty-four  hours  pre- 
viously. A  nine-mile  drive  on  that  most  uncom- 
fortable conveyance,  the  outside  car  (I  did  it  on 
my  bicycle),  brought  us  to  our  quarters,  and  most 
comfortable  we  found  them,  the  cooking  being 


water  and  the  wings  and  bodies  float  in  a  natural 
manner.    It  requires  care  not  to  injure  the  delicate 
insects  in  putting  them  on  the  hook,  almost  an 
impossibility  on  a  wet  day.    All  being  ready,  the 
boat  is  put  at  right  angles  to  the  wind  and  allowed 
to  drift  along  before  it.    The  boatman  often  has  a 
rod  himself,  and  holds  it  in  his  left  hand  while 
managing  the  boat  with  an  oar  in  his  right.  To 
drift  the  boat  properly  is  half  the  battle  in  dapping. 
Unless  the  man  keeps  her  fair  and  square  to  the 
breeze,  she  will  start  and  "  run  "  one  way  or  other, 
and  this  causes  the  flies  to  drag  along  the  water 
in  an  unnatural  manner,  and  no  well-brought-up 
trout  will  look  at  them.    Apart  from  the  proper 
and  skilful  management  of  the  boat,  dapping  is 
pretty  much  a  question  of  luck.    Your  fly  on  the 
water  is  one  of  thousands  being  quietly  blown 
across  the  surface  of  the  lake  ;  the  space  occupied 
by  your  boat  is  a  very  narrow  strip  of  that  surface  ; 
the  trout  do  not  lie  in  such  numbers  that  your 
path  will  cover  several  in  your  drift,  also  they  do 
not  keep  on  i-ising  continually  nor  always  near  the 
same  place,  as  in  a  river,  as  they  seem  to  feed 
more  or  less  in  huge  circles,  taking  the  flies  as 
they   (the  fish)  come  up  against  the  wind,  so 
that  to  catch  your  trout  you  have  to  drift  your 
boat  over  him  at  the  time  he  is  rising,  and 
he  has  to  take  your  fly  in  preference 
to  any  other  that  may  be  drifting 
close  to  yours.   Also  he  is  not  at  all 
certain  to  be  hooked. 

How  Do  THE  Trout  Do  It  ? 
They  seem  to  have  perfected  the 
art  of  biting  off  the  bodies  and  wings 


even  in  rough  water,  and  spot  whether  he  is  a 
feeding  fish  or  only  a  casual  riser ;  a  few  vigorous 
strokes  with  the  oar  either  backwards  or  forwards 
and  he  will  bring  the  boat  right  over  the  place, 
holding  her  up  steady,  however,  before  he  gets  to 
the  fish.  To  do  this  properly  requires  great  judg- 
ment ;  he  must  know  whether  he  can  get  his  boat 
to  the  spot  or  not  in  that  drift ;  he  must  instinc- 
tively know  what  the  fish  is  doing  and  which  way 
he  is  feeding,  and,  above  all,  must  get  there  without 
splash  or  too  swift  a  movement.  To  do  all  this  a 
man  must  be  a  fisherman,  and  keen,  too  ;  and  even 
then  the  best  men  have  blank  days.  Lough  Arrow 
trout  seem  to  be  peculiar— at  least,  you  will  be  told 
that  they  will  only  rise  to  the  natural  May  F!y  for 
the  few  short  weeks  it  is  on.  I  believe  they  do 
not  fish  the  lake  much  with  the  artificial  fly.  though 
a  good  deal  of  "  raking;  "  with  minnows  and  trolling 
baits  is  done,  which  I  consider  a  pity,  as  at  best 
it  is  a  poor  sort  of  game,  and  little  sport  from  a 
boat.  Personally,  I  think  sport  might  be  had  with 
the  artificial  fly  if  persevered  with.  Of  course, 
while  the  May  Fly  is  on  the  fish  will  look  at 
nothing  else,  but  earlier  in  the  year  and  from  July 
to  September  I  do  not  doubt  one  might  have  good 
sport  wading  along  the  shores  and  casting  with  the 
artificial  fly. 

A  Huge  Boil. 

To  return  to  our  dapping  :  We  have  set  off  full 
of  hope  as  usual,  the  day  is  fine,  and  a  pleasant 
breeze  stirs  the  surface  of  the  lake  into  small  waves, 
and  is  steady  enough  to  keep  the  flies  a  good 
distance  from  the  boat,  not  that  the  fish  seem  to 
mind  the  boat  much,  as  they  will  often  rise  quite 
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specially  good,  much  beyond  what  I  have  found 
•  elsewhere  when  fishing  in  Ireland.  The  farmer's 
son  also  was  a  keen  fisherman,  and  a  perfect  artist 
at  drifting  and  managing  a  boat,  and  we  found 
him,  instead  of  coming  to  meet  us  with  the  car, 
busy  collecting  May  Flies,  very  few  of  which  had 
so  far  appeared. 

The  Gear  and  Its  Use. 
A  hasty  lunch  and  unpacking  of  rods,  etc.,  and 
we  went  down  to  the  lake.  B.  embarked  with 
Sandy,  I  in  another  boat  with  John  as  instructor 
into  the  mysteries  of  dapping.  The  gear  consists 
of  a  long  rod,  16ft.  to  18ft.,  as  light  as  you  can 
get  it,  and  much  lighter  they  might  be,  but  I  do 
not  think  makers  understand  this  fishing,  and 
•make  the  rods  far  too  heavy,  and  they  become  ' 
very  wearisome  after  six  or  eight  hours  of  holding 
up,  especially  when  fish  are  not  rising  well.  An 
easy  running  reel,  with  large  barrel  for  quick 
winding,  holding  80  to  lOOJyards  of  finest  undressed 
silk  line,  4ft.  of  not  too 'thick  gut,  and  a  No.  8 
hook,  Kendal  scale,  and  there  you  are,  ready  for 
putting  on  the  May  Fly.  You  carry  the  flies  in  a 
box  or  basket,  having  collected  them  either  off  the 
lake  itself  as  they  float  on  the  surface,  by  means  of 
a  small  net  of  muslin,  or  on  the  lee  shores  of  some 
bay.  They  usually  put  two  flies  on  the  hook,  so 
arranged  that  the  legs  of  the  insects  are  in  the  i 


of  the  flies  without  touching  the  hooks.  How 
it  is  done  I  cannot  imagine,  but  some  days 
they  play  this  game  to  perfection  —  twenty- 
four  rises  to  four  fish  hooked  was  the  worst 
record  I  heard  of.  On  other  days  you  may  hook 
every  one  of  the  rises  you  get.  You  will  not  get 
many.  And  where  does  the  sport  of  the  thing 
come  in  ?  may  well  be  asked.  After  two  seasons 
of  dapping,  and  vowing'  on  each  occasion  I  would 
never  dap  again,  for  it  is  awfully  slow  sitting  in 
a  boat,  perhaps  for  days  together  as  I  did  this 
year,  and  never  even  hit  off  a  rise  ;  I  quite  expect 
to  find  myself  next  year  huddled  up  in  the  boat, 
an  18ft.  pole  in  my  hand,  and  my  imagination 
egging  me  on  to  endure  all  the 

Joyful  Misery 

over  again.  I  suppose  it  is  the  extreme  uncertainty 
that  constitutes  the  chief  charm  of  the  sport. 
Also  you  are  playing  for  big  stakes,  for  they  are  no 
ordinary  trout  that  you  get  in  Lough  Arrow.  I 
have  before  alluded  to  the  luck  of  the  whole 
thing,  but  apart  from  that  there  is  undoubtedly  a 
great  deal  of  skill  required  with  your  boat,  and  if 
you  can  get  hold  of  a  man  who  is  a  keen  hand 
himself  with  the  rod  and  can  work  the  boat 
properly,  your  chances  of  fish,  and  big  ones,  are 
greatly  improved.  Such  a  man  will  see  every  fish 
that  rises  within  a  considerable  radius  of  the  boat, 


close  to  it,  and  you  can  see  the  fish  come  and  take 
j  the  fly,  and  then  you  generally  strike  too  soon  and 
miss  him.    Putting  on  two  of  the  lovely  flies  as 
delicately  as  we  can,  we  let  the  wind  take  them 
out  as  far  as  it  will,  and  drift  quietly  on  our  way 
down  the  shore  of  one  of  the  islands.    For  a  long 
time  nothing  happens,  though  we  are  tantalised  by 
seeing  fish  rise  now  and  then  on  either  side  of  us, 
or  perhaps  just  behind  us,  near  enough  perhaps  to 
hear  the  expressive  "  plop "  they  make  as  they 
suck  down  a  succulent  fly.    At  last,  when  you  least 
expect  it,  you  are  aware  of  a  huge  boil  like  the 
rising   of  a   salmon,   your  flies   disappear,  the 
line  tightens,  and  you  are  fast  in  one  of  the 
finest  and  gamest  trout  you  will  find  anywhere 
in  the  British  Islands.    You  rise  to  your  feet,  if  it 
is  not  too  rough,  which  it  often  is,  and  the  fight 
begins.    It  is  exciting  work  while  it  lasts,  and  the 
length  of  the  combat  depends  as  much  on  the 
tactics  of  the  fish  as  anything  else.    Some  will 
give  a  fine  run  straight  off  with*  fifty  or  sixtj'  yards 
of  line,  and  throw  themselves  two  or  three  feet  in 
the  air  several  times,  but  if  the  tackle  holds  will 
probably  be  in  the  boat  in  five  to  ten  minutes, 
exhausted  by  their  mad  efforts  to  escape.  Others, 
and  these  chiefly  fish  of  61b.  to  71b.  or  more,  will 
keep  on  boring  down  all  the  time,  now  and  then 
savagely  nagging  at  the  hook,  a  horribly  dangerous 
feeling  to  the  man  at  the  other  end.    Such  a  fish 
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will  take  thirty  to  tovty  minutes  to  net.  Eeuiember 
to  keep  as  big  a  strain  as  you  can,  the  rod  well  up 
all  the  time ;  do  not  let  the  fish  do  as  he  likes 
with  you.  Many  are  lost  that  way.  I  saw  one 
played  for  two  hours  that  way,  and  eventually  get 
free— a  fish  of  about  61b.,  the  player  said.  It 
deserved  its  liberty,  but  ought  to  have  been  netted. 
The  tackle  yon  use  is  very  light,  so  that  you  must 
not  be  too  hard,  but  if  you  use  only  the  best  of 
gear  it  is  astonishing  what  it  will  stand.  Keep 
your  hand  off  the  reel,  and  let  the  rod  kill  him. 

Testing  the  Tackle. 

When  I  first  went  a-dapping  and  saw  the  tackle 
I  bad  to  use  I  felt  in  doubt  as  to  the  result  if  I  got 
hold  of  a  big  fellow.  I  therefore  tried  a  few 
experiments  with  the  tackle  all  up  fastened  to  a 
spring-balance.  I  found  that  it  was  really  very 
little  strain  I  could  put  on,  certainly  not  enough 
to  break  anything  if  properly  handled.  I  went 
forth  with  confidence. 

Use  of  the  Landing-Net  Eeqcires  Judgment. 

Have  a  big  sized  circular  net,  twenty-two  or 
more  inches  in  diameter,  with  a  handle  not  less 
than  seven  feet,  as  it  is  often  very  difficult  to  bring 
a  big  fish  close  to  the  boat  with  the  long  rod  one 
uses  ;  specially  is  this  so  on  rough  days  when 
there  is  quite  a  sea  on. 

Netting  a  big  fish  is  very  fine  work  in  itself  and 
requires  judgment.  How  many  a  good  fish  is  lost 
when  just  ready  for  the  net,  always  I  might  say 
the  fault  of  the  netter  being  too  eager.  I  always 
use  the  net  when  I  get  the  opportunity  myself; 
if  anything  happens  I  am  alone  to  blame.  If  two 
of  you  are  fishing  from  the  same  boat,  I  say,  net 
each  other's  fish,  and  the  netter  will  often  have  as 
much  anxiety  and  pleasure  as  the  man  with  the 
rod.  Also  the  boatman  is  left  to  manage  the  boat, 
often  a  most  necessary  thing,  as  the  fish  will  be 
under  the  boat  if  it  can,  and  then  "  good-bye." 
Netting  is  like  gaffing — never  make  your  try  till 
you  are  sure.  Quick  but  not  hasty,  and  you  will 
not  bungle  if  you  keep  cool. 

Now  and  then  you  get  the  chance  of  casting  the 
fly  to  a  fish  that  rises  outside  your  boat's  drift, 
always  try  it  quick  as  lightning ;  the  flies  will 
often  whip  off,  but  sometimes  they  stick  on  all 
right,  and  you  may  catch  a  good  one  as  I  have 
done. 

The  Bise  of  Fly  a  Sight. 

The  rise  of  May  Fly  is  a  sight  on  some  days,  the 
air  is  full  of  them,  the  water  covered,  acres  of 
them ;  all  kinds  of  birds  are  on  the  look-out  for 
them,  mergansers,  grebes,  ducks,  both  domestic 
and  wild  ;  gulls  of  various  kinds  gracefully  picking 
them  off  the  water  as  they  fly  along,  or  in  the  air ; 
besides  all  kinds  of  land  birds,  finches  and  such 
like,  feeding  on  the  flies  as  they  drift  in  to  the 
shores,  while  the  air  above  is  crowded  with  the 
members  of  the  swallow  family.  It  is  marvellous 
any  escape.  It  will  be  interesting  to  know  what 
the  season  after  next  will  be  like,  for  I  understand 
it  takes  two  years  from  the  time  the  egg  is  deposited 
in  the  water  till  the  perfect  insect  appears.  This 
season  was  exceptionally  cold  and  rough,  with  little 
sunshine.  One  saw  little  of  the  beautiful  sight  of  the 
insects  dancing  in  the  sunlight  on  the  leeside  of  the 
hedgerows  round  the  lake.  In  some  of  the  bays 
their  dead  bodies  lay  in  masses  three  to  six  inches 
deep,  simply  dashed  to  pieces  by  the  rough  water, 
from  which  they  were  unable  to  rise  on  emerging 
from  the  case  in  which  they  float  to  the  top, 
owing  to  the  cold  and  rain.  I  noticed  that  if  it 
was  rough  enough  to  form  a  thin  belt  of  foam  on 
the  lee  shores  every  insect  perished.  They  seemed 
to  be  able  to  drift  along  the  water  all  right  till  they 
came  to  the  foam,  through  that  they  could  not 
pass,  but  were  done  to  death  in  the  waves.  The 
native  fishermen  assured  me  it  would  make  no 
difference  another  season,  but  this  year  was  some- 
thing exceptional,  and  I  cannot  but  think  there 
will  be  a  poor  rise  of  fly  in  1909  on  Lough  Arrow. 
The  absence  of  sunshine  must  have  played  a  great 
part  on  the  future  crop ;  but  few,  comparatively 
speaking,  completed  their  existence  this  year. 
There  was  practically  no  spent  gnat  on  the  water, 
and  I  was  there  throughout  the  May  Fly  season. 

Casting  the  Artificial  May  Fly. 

This  brings  me  to  another  and  much  more 
exciting  and  sporting  phase  of  May  Fly  fishing— 
namely,  casting  with  the  artifical  dry-fly  on  dead 
calm  days  when  the  spent  gnat  is  on  the  water. 


On  such  days  dapping  is,  of  course,  out  of  the 
question,  there  being  no  breeze  to  take  your  flies 
away  from  the  boat  or  drift  your  boat.  On  such 
days  you  see  the  fish  rising  at  the  spent  gnat 
which  then  gets  on  the  water,  the  finale  of  its 
existence.  The  natives  refer  to  them  as  "  black 
flies."  It  is  a  most  beautiful  creature  in  tliis 
stage,  with  its  straw-coloured  body,  ribbed  round 
with  black  rings,  its  black,  steely  wings,  and 
its  three  long  tails,  through  which  I  understand  it 
breathes.  At  times  the  fish  simply  go  mad  after 
them,  though  if  you  catch  one  you  will  find  its 
body  "  full,"  as  the  men  say,  "  of  wind  "  ;  nothing 
else.  On  this  account  it  is  very  difficult  to  put 
them  on  a  hook.  As  you  puncture  the  body  the 
air  comes  out,  and  the  fly  is  drowned  directly  and 
will  not  float  properly.  I  have  caught  fish  with 
them,  but  they  require  very  careful  handling  and 
often  renewing. 

On  these  dead  calm  days  it  is  fine  to  see  the 
big  trout  taking  the  spent  gnat,  feeding  all  over 
the  place,  swimming  along  with  the  back  fin  out 
of  the  water,  taking  all  they  come  across.  It  is, 
of  course,  difficult  to  get  them  from  the  boat,  the 
best  way  being  to  wait  patiently  near  some  spot 
you  see  them  rising  in,  and  then  cast  for  them 
with  a  long  line,  for,  generally  speaking,  they  do 
not  come  very  near  you. 

H.4S  Not  Got  Over  It  Yet. 

Last  year  I  got  three  in  this  way,  but  only  hooked 
one  this  year,  which  I  struck  too  hard,  and  lie  went 
off  with  the  fly.  It  is  no  easy  matter  to  hook 
these  big  fellows  as  you  have  to  use  light  tackle, 
and  they  often  break  you.  Last  year  I  remember 
a  master  "hand  at  this  style  of  fishing  had  four 
fish  one  evening,  they  weighed  191b. ;  he  tells 
me  he  frequently  gets  broken  in  striking,  as  it 
is  like  hooking  a  solid  rock  in  dead  water  like  a 
lake.  This  year  there  was  practically  no  dry-fly 
fishing  at  all,  being  rough  and  stormy  the  whole 
time.  I  am  minded  here  to  tell  a  dry-fly  experi- 
ence. My  friend  B. — a  fanatical  fisherman — was 
drifting  along  one  of  the  islands  last  year  dapping. 
Eight  in  front  of  them,  suddenly,  a  great  trout 
threw  himself  out  of  the  water  ;  he  put  down  the 
weight  of  that  fish  at  151b.  or  more  :  the  boatmen 
said  they  had  never  seen  such  a  fish.  But  he 
would  have  no  dap,  drift  as  many  times  as  they 
would,  though  they  saw  him  rise  once  or  twice 
more.  Landing  and  marking  the  spot  with  some 
stones  on  the  island,  he  came  home  and  talked 
of  nothing  else  but  that  fish.  Next  day  was 
calm,  so  taking  a  14ft.  trout  rod,  and  landing 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  island  by  himself, 
he  sat  down  and  waited.  After  some  long  time  he 
saw  the  fish  rise  and  commence  feeding  on  the  few 
flies  that  were  on  the  water  round  about.  Wading 
in  as  far  as  he  could,  he  stood  ready  for  the  fish  to 
feed  nearer  to  him.  Within  casting  distance  were 
three  natural  May  Flies  on  the  water,  so  he  buzzed 
out  his  own  among  them.  The  fish  came  along 
and  leisurely  took  first  one,  then  another,  and  then 
the  third,  and  only  his  own  was  left.  After  what 
he  describes  as  a  period  of  some  hours,  during 
which  he  suffered  frightful  tortiures  of  anxiety,  the 
fish  took  his  fly.  Alas  !  in  his  excitement  he  struck 
too  hard  and  was  broken.  He  has  not  got  over  it 
yet. 

As  regards  striking  when  dapping,  the  natives  say, 
"  Give  plenty  of  time,  count  three  slowly,"  but  my 
experience  is  that  you  count  three  in  record  time. 
I  think  the  best  way  is  to  slightly  raise  the  rod 
when  you  see  the  flies  disappear,  and  I  fancy  the 
fish  more  often  books  himself  without  anything 
being  done  on  your  part. 

A  Word  as  to  Dress. 

A  word  as  to  dress.  You  go  the  middle  of  May, 
but  do  not  imagine  it  is  going  to  be  warm.  It 
never  is  at  that  time  in  Ireland,  and  you  will  find 
the  majority  of  days  are  very  cold  and  often  very 
wet.  To  be  wet,  as  well  as  cold,  in  a  boat  is 
miserable  to  a  degree,  and  may  lead  to  dire  results, 
therefore  be  provided  with  a  good  thick  woollen 
"  sweater  "  (I  often  wear  two)  and  a  coat  impervious 
to  rain.  I  find  a  waterproof  skirt,  buckling  round 
the  waist  and  reaching  to  the  ankles,  and  a  Bur- 
berry "  Slip  On  "  coat  over  all  keep  me  absolutely 
warm  and  dry  even  when  sitting  all  day  in  a  drench- 
ing and  driving  rain.  A  hat  with  good  wide 
"  eaves  "  is  essential.  We  found  a  large  umbrella 
most  comforting  :  you  can  sit  and  dap  under  that 
and  keep  quite  dry.  I  do  not  know  quite  what 
becomes  of  it  when  you  hook  a  fish.  I  know 
mine  went  -overboard  once,  but  anyhow  it  is  not  in 


the  way,  and  is  most  useful  in  keeping  the  Rlay 
Fly  basket  dry,  and  at  lunch  time.  A  tea-basket 
with  spirit  lamp  is  also  a  very  necessary  adjunct. 
A  cup  of  hot  tea  in  the  afternoon  often  makes  all 
the  difference  between  coming  home  fagged  out 
and  simply  just  nicely  tired.  My  experience,  too, 
is  that  your  men — and  many  of  them  are  abstainers 
— appreciate  a  cup  or  two  of  tea  or  coffee  more 
than  any  whisky  or  porter.  The  tea  interval  also 
affords  a  nice  break  in  the  day,  when  you  can  land 
and  stretch  your  legs  while  the  "  billy  "  is  boiling. 
A  good  field-glass  is  also  worth  taking.  You  can 
see  what  other  boats  are  doing  in  the  fishing  line, 
and  also  if  your  tastes  lie  that  way  spend  many 
an  hour  when  fishing  is  useless  in  watching  the 
various  kinds  of  water  birds  that  frequent  the 
lough. 

One  Curious  Fact. 

One  curious  fact  I  noticed  was  that  you  never 
seem  to  catch  many  small  fish  when  dapping  ; 
where  the  youngsters  are  I  cannot  say,  but  the 
average  seems  to  work  out  at  about  2.jlb.  Should 
you  by  chance  catch  a  fish  of  ^b.  or  fib.,  most  of 
the  boatmen  will  laudably  suggest  that  you  "  let 
him  out  "  to  grow  bigger.  There  is  a  most  excel- 
lent society,  started  three  years  ago,  called  the 
Lough  Arrow  Fish  Preservation  Society,  under  the 
presidency  of  Col.  Gethin,  of  Ballindoon,  who  is 
treasurer  and  moving  spirit.  The  object  is  to 
provide  funds  for  prevention  of  poaching  in  the 
winter  months  up  the  numerous  streams  that  run 
into  the  lake  in  which  the  trout  breed,  the  destruc- 
tion of  pike,  and  prevention  of  netting  trout. 

The  Future  of  the  Lough. 

Considering  that  the  future  of  the  lough  depends 
entirely  on  keeping  up  the  young  stock  of  trout, 
it  behoves  everyone  who  fishes  there  to  support 
the  society  to  the  utmost  of  their  ability.  Do  not 
wait  to  be  asked  but  send  a  subscription  to  Col. 
Gethin  if  you  fish  the  lough,  always  bearing  in 
mind  that  there  is  no  place  in  the  British  Islands 
where  you  can  catch  such  large  trout,  which  is 
absolutely  free  to- all  comers.  The  more  funds  the 
society  can  get  the  more  fish  there  will  be  to  be 
caught.  Last  year,  1906,  the  total  subscriptions 
amounted  to  only  £42,  of  which  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture gave  £10.  This  seems  to  me  absolutely 
ridiculous,  and  unless  people  support  it  better  I  do 
not  see  that  the  good  fishing  can  last  many  more 
seasons.  Either  the  society  does  not  push  its 
merits  and  objects  sufficiently  to  the  fore,  or  else 
the  response  to  its  endeavours  to  provide  good 
fishing  has  not  met  with  the  generosity  which 
usually  belongs  to  fishermen. 

As  to  actual  results  of  this  year's  dapping,  two 
of  us  fishing  from  May  20  to  June  17,  with  a 
friend  from  May  30  to  June  5,  caught  eighty-seven 
trout  weighing  2251b.,  an  average  of  21b.  9Joz. 
The  largest  scaled  7lb.,  several  of  61b.,  51b.,  and 
41b.,  and  the  smallest  taken  IJlb;  any  under  that 
we  put  back. 

A  Horrible  Fascination. 

I  also  visited  two  neighbouring  loughs,  and 
wading  from  the  shore  got  trout,  the  largest  2|lb., 
with  the  artificial  fly,  but  I  did  not  follow  this  up 
properly,  all  the  time  being  given  over  to  dapping, 
which  has  a  horrible  fascination  peculiar  to  itself. 
Among  us  we  had  six  totally  blank  days,  but  the 
writer  was  the  most  unlucky,  having  fifteen  days 
without  a  fish.  The  best  day's  catch  for  one  boat 
was  seven  fish,  weighing  221b.  Dapping  requires 
the  7itmost  patience,  but  when  you  do  get  a  big 
fish  your  reward  is  the  greater.  "  Dap  on  :  dap 
ever,"  must  be  your  motto. 

The  fish  are  without  exception  the  best  shaped 
and  most  beautifully  marked  of  any  I  have  ever 
seen.    You  rarely  get  a  bad  one.  J.  A.  D. 

["J.  A.  D.'s"  description  of  success  with  the 
natural  May  Fly  is  very  interesting.  I  have  often 
said  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  that  I  believed  the 
artificial  properly  fished  would  kill  all  right,  and 
angling  friends  who  have  had  long  experience  of 
dapping  with  the  natural  on  Irish  lakes  have  said 
"Not  a  bit  of  use,"  in  a  sort  of  a  "  don't-waste- 
time-even-talking-about-it  "  style.  I  have  taken 
the  high  line  of  saying  I  would  rather  catch  one 
on  an  artificial  than  three  on  a  natural,  etc.,  and 
have  been  told.  "  Yes,  we  know  all  about  that,  but 
you  come  and  try  !  "  "  J.  A.  D.'s  "  very  interest- 
ing article  makes  me  feel  I  must  accept  joll\ 
invitations  wliich  have  been  given  to  me  every 
year  for  goodness  knows  how  many. — Ed.] 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  to. 

To  gtiarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
\     later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  tinil  the  time  of  water  in  tlie  Thames  at  any  of  the 
followiiif;  places,  to  tlie  time  of  liigli  water  at  Londini"  I5riili;e 
given  below 

!30  niiu.  for  Chelsea.  [;,:,  niin.  for  Kew. 

40   „    ,,   Putney.  a,1,i]'5   „    „  Richmond. 

45  „  „  Hammersniitli.  """jSO  „  „  Twickenliam. 
50   „    ,,    Barnes.  (85    „    „  Teddiugton. 

Example.— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge 
it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddiugton  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

X.B.— A  strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

TIME  OF  High  W'atkr  at  London  Bridge. 

Morning.  Evening. 
Jan.  25    5.56    6.15 


Saturday, 
Sunday,  . 
Monday, 
Tuesday, 
Wednesday, 
Thmsday, 
J-'riday, 


26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 


6.38    6.59 

7.23    7.49 

8.20   ,   8.54 

9.32    10.12 

10.51    11.28 

—    0.  4 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — General  Remaeks. — The  river  is  in 
splendid  trim,  and  good  sport  has  been  experienced 
in  nearly  all  sections  of  the  river.    Roach,  chub, 
and  pike  have  been  feeding  well.    I  had  two  and  a 
half  dozen  roach  at  Thames  Ditton  on  Monday, 
the  largest  fish  just  going  IJlb.    Buttery,  the  local' 
professional,  tells  me  that  there  have  been  many 
roach  of  1  lb.  each  taken  in  that  reach  lately.  Mr. 
A.  Hart  was  the  winner  of  the  K.P.S.  Chub  Com- 
petition, Mr.   McL.  Collins  being  second.  Mr. 
Tomlinson,  a  member  of  the  same  society,  has  had 
a  pike  of  81b.  at  Teddington.    Mr.  W.  H.  Rogers, 
the  secretary  of  the  club,  informs  me  that  above  Ted- 
dington Look  the  roach;fishinghas  been  excellent, 'the 
punts  getting  as  many  as  twelve  dozen  fish  per  day. 
Bank  anglers  have  also  had  roach  over  I  lb.  each. 
-  Dace  are  feeding  well  in  the  tidal  waters,  and  a  few 
bream  have  been  had  on  the  milder  days.   Mr.  J.  M. 
.  Merrigold,  fishing  at  Shepperton  from  the  bank,  has 
taken  three  chub,  the  two  best  scaling  21b.  and  2 Jib. 
Mr.  A.  R.  Welton  and  Mr.  Arthur  Mead  fished  at 
Datchet  on  Jan.  22,  and  secured  two  and  a  half 
dozen  good- sized  roach.     They  found  the  water 
being  run  off  exceptionally  fast,  so  that  it  was 
rather  difficult  to  find   a  swim  where  reaching 
was  at  all  possible.     All  the    shallows  of  the 
depth  of   4ft.  were  being  scoured  by  the  fast 
water,  whilst  out  in  the  stream  it  was  almost  im- 
possible to  fish.  The  well-known  "  Image  "  swim  was 
tried  two  or  three  times  before  there  was  any 
success,  the  stream,  caused  artificially  really  by  the 
river  being  run  off  so  rapidly,  being  so  strong.  But 
ultimately  they  had  a  very  nice  basket  of  fish,  all 
the  small  ones  being  returned  to  the  river.    I  am 
glad  to  know  that  Lord  Desborough  has  been 
re-elected  chairman  of  the  Thames  Conservancy,  as 
he  has  the  welfare  of  the  river  at  heart,  and  has 
always  done  whatever  he  can  for  those  who  enjoy 
angling. — F.  H.  Amphxett. 

Thames  (Henley)  — The  water  is  running  a  nice 
colour.  There  is,  however,  still  a  strong  stream. 
Roach  are'feedin-.^  better,  and  several  nice  lots  have 
been  caught ;  also  several  jack  up  to  71b.  lOJoz. 
and- 91b.  Perch  have  been  well  on  in  the  Shiplake 
district,  where  a  good  take  was  made  with  several 
fish  up  to  1  lb.  At  Medmenham,  too,  sport  has 
been  pood.  It  must  not  be  taken  that  good  sport 
.  is  regular  ;  this  is  not  so.  Those  out  on  favourable 
days  have  done  best.  We  get  so  many  changes. — 
Stanxey  Mead. 

Thames  (Twickenham). — Since  my  last  report 
several  good  bags  of  fish  have  come  ashore. 
On  Jan.  18,  Messrs.  Henry  and  Frane  (Francis 
Francis  Anglers),  out  with  J.  Coxen  paternostering, 
brought  ashore  a  basket  of  perch,  several 
roach  and  two  fairly  good  chub.  A  good 
number  of  perch  were  caught,  but  being 
small  were  returned.  The  same  day  two  gentle- 
rnen  out  with  Blower  Brown  brought  in  a  very 
nice  lot  of  bream  and  roach,  weighed  in  by  mine 
ho-t  of  the  Queen's  Head  Hotel,  201b.  On  Jan.  18 
Mr.  Hancock  was  exhibiting  a  Thames  trout  24in. 
long.  Unfortunately,  this  fish  was  picked  up  dead 
in  the  lower  reach,  and  was  covered  with  fungus. 
It  was  a  female  ifish,  and  appeared  to  be  heavy  in 
spawn.  On  Jan.  19,  two  gentlemen  fishing  with 
Charlie  Lee  brought  in  141b.  of  bream  and  roach. 
-Jlessrs.  Copas,  A.  Turner  and  friend  had  a  good 
catch  of  bream  and  roach.  Several  of  the  punts 
were  out,  but  were  not  so  fortunate.  The  water  is 
in  grand  condition  and  fishing  should  be  ideal  this 
week  -  end.  High  water  T-ndckenham,  Jan.  26, 
8.30  a.m.,  thus  being  favourable  for  fishing  all  dav' 

— T.  AtJGEK.  ^' 

Thames  (Wraysbury).— I  ha\e  only  had  one 
day's  fishing 's'nce  my  last  report,  when  we  got  a 
few  fair  roach  and  two  jack.  The  weather  is  now- 
milder,  and  the  chances  of  sport  favourable  for  the 


time  of  year.  Water  in  good  condition  at  time  of 
writing. — P.  Brown. 

Avon  (Ring-wood). — This  river  is  now  in  very 
good  condition  as  regards  colour,  but  still  a  little 
on  the  high  side.  Sport  during  the  past  week 
has  been  \  ery  good  under  the  circumst mces.  On 
J;in.  17,  Mr.  J.  Hopkins  got  a  very  nice  fish  of 
15ilb.  and  some  smaller  ones.  On  Jan.  18,  20,  and 
21,  Mr.  Charles  E.  Smith,  of  Datchet,  Bucks,  got 
some  very  good  fish  of  22|lb.,  1 61b.,  9Jlb.,  8ib., 
61b.,  and  se\  eral  smaller  ones ;  the  larger  fish  was 
a  very  handsome,  deep  fish,  one  ol'  the  best  .-haped 
fish  I  have  ssen  caught  for  some  tima. — M.  W. 
Hayter. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach).— On  the  free 
waters  of  the  Cam,  for  six  miles,  during  the  week 
anglers  have  had  a  very  bad  time.  It  has  been 
foggy,  with  hoar  frost,  and  exceedingly  cold,  and 
scarcely  any  rods  were  seen  out.  The  Cam  is  still 
in  good  order  for  all-round  angling.  The  pike  are 
numerous,  but  not  large  as  to  takes  up  to  the 
present.  The  many  sudden  changes  in  the  weather 
have  been  against  the  usual  sport,  both  as  to  the  size 
of  the  fish  and  weights  taken.  Hope  soon  to  give  a 
better  report  as  to  sport.  Live-baits  on  the  spot. — 
John  O.  George,  Eeche-road,  Cambridge. 

Convray. — During  the  recent  heavy  flood  in  the 
Vale  of  Conway,  when  the  Conway  river  rose  to 
an  abnormal  height,  an  extraordinary  scene  was 
witnessed  by  a  crowd  of  to\vnsmen^  by  th=t  old 
Llanrwst  Bridge,  erected  by  Inigo  Jones  in  1645. 
A  thick  bramble  bush,  growing  out  of  the  wall 
guarding  the  town  from  the  flood,  threw  its 
entangled  branches  like  a  net  o\  er  the  surface  of 
the  agitated  waters;  suddenly  a  large  salmon 
was  observed  to  rise  high  out  of  the  water  and  fall 
upon  the  floating  brambles.  There  he  struggled  to 
regain  his  libei  ty  for  a  considerable  period,  but  in 
vain,  the  brambles  proving  to  be  an  impenetrable 
barrier.  At  last  the  fish  laid  quiescent,  and  was 
ultimately  drowned  in  its  own  element.  The  river 
watchman  with  considerable  difficulty  secured  it, 
when  it  was  found  to  weigh  201b.— J.  R.  C. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).  —  The  Dart 
Angling  Association  presented  their  eleventh  annual 
report  to  its  members  on  the  afternoon  of  Jan.  18. 
The  sale  of  tickets  for  the  season  was  fifty-five 
whole  season  salmon,  against  forty-seven  in  1906; 
weekly,  eighteen,  against  seventeen;  daily,  four- 
teen, against  fifteen.  Trout,  whole  season,  forty- 
five,  against  forty  in  1906 ;  monthly,  thirty-eight 
against  fifty;  daily,"seventy-four  againstseventy-one. 
The  increase  in  sale  of  tickets  showed  that  the  efforts 
of  the  association  to  keep  as  much  fishing  as  possible 
open  to  the  public  are  appreciated.  Unlike  the 
season  of  1 906,  which  was  ve  y  dry,  this  one  has 
seen  the  river  in  constant  small  floods,  consequently 
more  salrnon  were  able  to  run  to  the  higher  waters  ; 
but  in  spite  of  that  fifty-four  salmon  were  taken  in 
the  association  waters,  against  thirty-nine  the 
previous  season.  Reports  as  to  the  tro-jt  taken 
showed  that  they  were  above  the  average,  and  trout 
fishermen  generally  enjoyed  good  sport.  The  asso- 
ciation voted  £24  to  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners 
as  compensation  for  trespass.  The  financial  state- 
ment for  the  year  showed  that  the  ssle  of  ticket; 
amounted  to  £ 97  1 7s.,  the  chief  items  of  expenditiu-e, 
which  totalled  £94  2s.  7d.,  bein^  for  rent  and  wages.' 
— Devoni.\n. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  cold  east  wind 
has  not  been  conducive  to  sport,  and  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  pike  of  medium  size  nothing  has 
been  done.  The  magistrates  present  at  Barnstaple 
Borough  Sessions  last  week  were  engaged  hearing 
various  prosecutions  by  the  Taw  and  Tqrridge 
Conservators  against  certain  local  fishermen.  Con- 
siderable interest  was  evinced  by  a  large  attendance. 
William  Moore,  boatman,  was  summoned  for  refus- 
ing to  allow  a  water-bailiff  to  search  his  boat. 
There  were  two  charges,  one  under  the  Salmon 
Fisheries  Act  and  the  other  under  the  Sea  Fisheries 
Acts.  After  hearing  a  great  deal  of  evidence,  the 
Bench  decided  to  convict.  Mr.  Balsdon  proved 
six  previous  convictions  under  the  Fisheries  Acts 
against  another  man  named  Avery,  and  he  was 
fined  £5  and  costs  or  a  fortnight's  hard  labom- ;  but 
in  Moore's  case  the  Bench  dismissed  the  summons 
under  the  Fisheries  Acts,  but  imposed  a  nominal 
fine  of  Is.  inclusive  in  the  other  case.  Another  man 
named  Moore,  who  was  also  concerned  in  the 
salmon  fishing  case,  was  fined  10s.  and  costs  or 
seven  days.  Sea  fishing  is  quite  off ;  even  the  net 
fishermen  are  not  doing  well  lately. — Red  Paltvier. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— The  River  Lea  has  fined 
down,  and  on  Jan.  22  was  rather  bright,  but  anglers 
ought  to  be  getting  better  sport  than  is  reported. 
The  water,  however,  may  yet  be  too  cold  for  success 
among  the  roach,  which  appear  to  ha  ve  been  feeding 
\ery  slowly  in  the  public  reaches  of  the  river. 
Only  a  few  pike  are  recorded  captured,  and  none  of 
these  are  worthy  of  special  mention.  Probably  a 
nice  warm  rain  would  improve  matters  for  Lea 


anglers.     I  have  no  satisfactory  news   from  the 
Stort,  Bean^,  or  Rib. — Izaak  Walton. 
Little  Oiise  (Brandon).  —Ti  e  river  is  in  splendid 

condition  for  fi  h  ng,  and  some  good  bags  of  pike 
have  been  taken.  On  Monday  we  had  a  record 
catch,  Messrs.  Thurlow  and  Isaacs  bringing  home 
to  my  place  fifteen  fish,  weighing  1301b.  There  is 
every  prospect  of  good  sport  teing  obtained. — 
Arthur  Rolph,  Onse  Hotel 

Little  Ouse  (Lakenheath). — The  river  now  is  in 
good  condition  for  fishing  ;  jack  are  now  plentiful. 
Two  gentlemen  on  Jan.  20  got  12olb.  of  verv  fine 
fish  from  Wilton  Bridge  to  the  Stanch.—' J.  S. 
Taylor  (Swan  Hotel). 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  rimning  in  order  for  grayling  fishing, 
but  the  weather  has  been  so  changeable  that  anglers 
have  not  cared  to  venture  out.  A  thaw  set  in  last 
week  and  continued  until  last  Sunday,  when  it 
froze  hard ;  since  then  there  has  been  frost,  and 
a  thick  fog  has  covered  the  district.  No  anglers 
have  ventured  out  of  late.  Sport  should  be  had 
when  the  weather  clears  with  fly,  maggot,  and 
grasshopper.    The  Pinsley  is  in  order. — Gwynne. 

Nene  (Peterborough).— Uncomfortable  as  the 
weather  has  been  for  the  past  few  days,  no  wonder 
that  angling  in  this  district  is  at  a  discount,  and  I 
cannot  hear  that  anything  has  yet  been  done. 
Tlie  river  has  been  swollen  o\er  beyond  its  bed, 
and  consequently  for  the  pre  ent  tho'water  is  not  in 
condition  for  angling.  I  should  just  like  to  allude 
to  a  little  incident  that  occurred  during  tlie  recent 
frost  attMarch.  A  kingfisher  was  observed  captur- 
ing fish  in  the  river  opposite  the  Com  Exchange, 
where  there  was  some  open  water. — E.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — The  water  is  now  in 
excellent  condition.  The  weather,  however,  has 
been  so  foggy  and  chilly  that  but  very  few  anglers 
have  been  out,  and  these  have  met  with  fair  sport 
amongst  the  pike.  To-day  (Wednesday)  there  has 
been  less  fog  and  more  simshine,  and  if  this  improve- 
ment continues  I  anticipate  good  bags  will  be  the 
order  of  the  day.  — Chas.  A.  Bryant. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — River  clearing  nicely, 
and  ought  to  be  in  good  trim  by  the  week-end. 
We  have  had  some  decent  pike,  up  to  11  lb.,  takea 
by  a  local  angler  named  Ciaridge.  Weather  foggj' 
and  frosty,  and  should  it  turn  to  rain  it  will  not 
take  long  to  up:et  the  fishing,  but  given  fine 
weather  everything  points  to  good  sport.  Reaching 
ought  now  to  be  good,  and  a  nice  bimch  of  cleansed 
gentles  or  well-scoured  red  worm?  in  the  deep  ^.  and 
the  tail-end  of  a  lob  along  the  bank  eddies,  are 
accounting  for  the  bsst  fi  h. — Edward  Collinson. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).- Water  is  still  open 
and  in  good  colour,  but  owing  to  the  ice  water  in 
the  river  nothing  has  beea  done  among  either  the 
roach  or  pike.  The  wind  has  shifted  into  the  south, 
and  with  the  ice  water  running  away  some  decent 
sport  ought  soon  to  be  had.  Gentles  or  brandlings 
should  be  best  for  roach,  and  spinning  with  a 
natural  bait  or  live  bait  fishing  the  best  for  pike. — 
W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — Rain 
and  frost  have  held  off,  but  fogs  have  been  prevalent, 
and  with  a  cold  easterly  wind  the  waterside  has  been 
far  from  pleasant  to  bottom  anglers.  Several  fisher- 
men visited  the  Ouse  on  Jan.  1 9,  and  sport  among 
the  roach  wa?  better  than  for  some  time  past.  Fair 
bags  were  realised  ;  the  best  fish  of  the  day.  weigh- 
ing 1  lb.  4oz.,  was  taken  with  worm.  Fishing  on  the 
bottom  with  worm  is  the.  best  method  at  thi ;  season 
of  the  year,  generally  securing  the  heaviest  fish. 
Mr.  Holmes,  fishinj  the  Cuekmere,  captured  three 
small  pike  ;  and  a  pike  of  4ilb.  is  notified  from  the 
Adur,  near  Henfield.  A  few  visitors  have  patronised 
Chichester  Canal  with  but  scant  success,  and 
complain  bitterly  of  the  unfair  fishing  by  some  of 
the  locals  who,  with  half-a-dozen  lines  baited 
with  live  gorge,  take  up  long  stretches  of  the  best 
water.  Mr.  Gilmore  added  a  brace  of  five-pounders 
on  Jan.  20  to  his  long  list  of  pike  captures.  A 
few  bream  up  to  Iflb.  have  been  taken,  but  the 
leading  feature  here  is  catching  baits  and  pike 
fishing. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  pa  t  is  still 
rimning  in  fair  order  for  fishing,  being  a  nice  level 
and  clear.  The  weather  ha:  Ijeen  very  bad.  .\ 
thaw  set  in  last  week,  and  on  Jan.  17  it  began  to 
freeze  again,  and  the  wind  getting  in  the  east  has 
made  thing-;  uncomfortable.  A  thick  fog  has  covered 
the  district  since  Monday,  and  angling  has  been  at 
a  standstill.  With  bright  weather  there  should 
be  a  prospect  of  some  good  gi'a%-ling  being  landed 
with  maggot,  fly,  and  grasshopper.  Pike  fishers 
have  not  ventured  out  of  late,  although  there  are 
plenty  of  fish  well  on  the  feed.  Little  will  be  done 
until  the  weather  is  more  cheerful.  The  Ony,  Corve,  * 
C  hin,  and  Ledwyche  are  in  order. —  S.  Ltdlow. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — Last  week  end  most  of  our  streams 
were  running  high  with  snow  water,  consequently 
there  were  verv  few  anglers  out  on  Jan.  15;  since 
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then  there  has  been  a  considerable  fall  in  th© 
temperature  which  has  brought  the  grayling  well  on 
the  feed  again.    On  Monday,  Jan.  20,  I  got  a  very 
nice  catch  of  grayling  in  the  Yore,  and  other  anglers 
also  have  done  well  in  the  s  ime  river  from  Hawes 
down  to  Masham.     In  the  lower  reaches  a  fair 
number  of  rods  visited  Ripon,  Bishop  Monkton,  and 
Borough'  ridge,  but  sport  was  only  poor  amongst 
the  coarse  fish.    The  Swale  has  been  in  nice  angling 
trim.    During  the  last  few  days  the  atmosphere  has 
been  frosty,  and  the  fish  have  been  on  the  feed. 
jMr.  M.  Hunter  writes  from  Ellerton  Lodge  to  say 
he  has  had  good  sport  in  Mr.  Jacquer's  water.  Some 
nice  catches  of  grayling  and  dace  have  been  taken  in 
the  district  of  Ainderby,  and  a  few  pike  have  been 
caught  in  the  districts  of  Skipton  Bridge  and  Braf- 
ferton.  The  Wharfe  has  been  in  fair  trim  this  week  ; 
a  few  anglers  have  been  out  in  the  upper  reaches,  and 
sport  has  been  fair.    In  the  lower  waters  not  so 
many  anglers  have  been  out,  l;ut  those  that  have 
had  nice  sport  at  the  beginning.    Messrs.  Bazley, 
Collier   and  others    have    met  with    fair  sport 
amongst    the    chub,    dace    and    grayling.  The 
Derwent    has    now  run   down  to  a  nice  level, 
and  should  the    present  weather  continue  good 
sport  can  be  looked    for,  as  of  late  very  little 
ha?  been  done  owing  to  the  high  waters.  At 
present  we  are  having  some   nice  frosts,  which 
are  sharpening  the   appetites  of  the  pike.  On 
the    Yore,   in    the    deeps    at    Middleham,  Mrs. 
H.  G.    Topham    caught    a    very    nice    fish  on 
Monday  weighing  9lb.  with  spinning  ;  just  before 
taking  Mrs.  Topham's  spinner  it  had  swallowed 
a  chub  of  fully    1  lb.   weight.     The  Harrogate 
Angling     Association     have    held    their  annual 
meeting  at  Harrogate.    Mr.  A.  J.  Hall  presided. 
The    minutes    of    the    last    meeting  were  read 
and  passed,  and  the  following  officers  were  appointed 
for  1908: — Mr.  A.  J.  Hall,  re-elected  president; 
Mr.  M.  Mitchell,    re-elected  hon.   secretary  and 
treasurer  ;    auditors,   Mr.   A.   J.   Hall    and  Mr. 
C.  Allen.     It  was  resolved  that   owing  to  the 
continued  abuse  of  the  free  privilege  tickets  they 
be  abolished,  also  £6  to  be  taken  from  the  club 
funds  for  prizes;   the  free  teas  and  free  trips  to 
waters   be   also   abolished ;    that   youths  vmder 
eighteen  be  admitted  to  the  club  at  halt- entrance 
fee  and  half-subscription,  the  full  subscription  to 
be  paid  on  their  attaining  eighteen  years  of  age  ;  that 
members'   sons    be    admitted    free  at  a  yearly 
subscription  of  10s.  Gd.,  the  full  subscription  of  a 
guinea  be  paid  on  their  attaining  eighteen  years ; 
Mr.  Stephenson  be  elected  a  hon.  life  member ;  Mr. 
Ingham's  resignation  be  accepted ;  Mr.  R.  Fortune 
be   again  elected  a  member  of  the  association ; 
stocking,  etc.,  left  in   committee's  hands.  The 
secretary  reports  that  up   to  the  present  time 
they  |have  turned  in  over  80,000  fry,  yearling,  and 
two-year-old  trout.    The  balance  sheet  shows  the 
club  to  be  in  a  good  position  ;  having  paid  out  an 
expenditure  of  £65  6s.  6d.,  there  is   a  balance 
of    £10    18s.    9d.     All    our    Yorkshire  streams 
are  in  splendid  condition  for  angling,  and  should 
the  present  frosty  weather  continue  sport  all  round 
will  be  good.    Mr.  S.  Byrom,  fishing  the  Ribble  near 
Long  Preston,  haxi  a  nice  catch  of  grayling  on 
Monday,  also  had  a  little  sport  with  a  salmon. — 
John  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Brora  and  Helmsdale. — The  weather  is  very 
mild,  and  the  Helmsdale  is  too  low  for  angling. 
None  of  the  fishing  tenants  are  forward,  but  a  few 
local  anglers  have  had  a  trial  with  indifferent 
success.  Mr.  John  Rutherford,  Kildonan,  has  had 
three  fish  on  No.  6  Beat,  heaviest  141b.,  and  Mr. 
Geo.  Ross,  Helmsdale,  one,  201b.  It  is  raining 
to-day  (Jan.  17),  and  the  river  should  be  in  good 
order  soon. — ^Ultima  Thule. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— On  Jan.  15,  Mr. 
Hugh  Crawford,  Ayr,  landed  a  salmon  of  20lb.  ; 
Mr.  W.  S.  Millan,  Glasgow,  one,  181b.  ;  Mr.  Jas. 
McWilliam,  Glasgow,  one,  171b.  ;  Mr.  J.  C.  Jarratt, 
Glasgow,  one,  181b.  ;  Mr.  F.  Adam,  Singapore,  one, 
201b.  On  Jan.  16,  Mr.  F.  Adam,  one,  181b. ;  Mr.  W.  S. 
Millan,  one,  171b.  On  Jan.  17.  Mr.  J.  B.  Wilkinson, 
Sheffield,  one,  20lb  ;  Mr.  J.  C.  Jarratt,  one,  20lb. 
On  Jan.  20,  Mr.  W.  McRorie,  Ayr,  one,  191b. ;  Mr. 
J.  B.  Wilkinson,  one,  18Ib.  On  Jan.  21,  Mr.  H. 
Crawford,  one,  151b.;  Dr.  J.  K.  Gemmell,  Preston, 
one,  20lb.  On  Jan.  16  and  17  the  boats  were  only 
able  to  get  out  for  an  hour  or  two  owing  to  the  high 
wdnd.  The  loch  is  now  in  good  ply,  and  there 
seems  to  be  a  fine  run  of  fresh-run  salmon  up. — 
H.  J.  Knight. 

layon  (rortingall  Hotel).  —  On  Fortingall 
Hotel  Water  on  Jan.  15,  Colonel  A.  D. 
Bulpett,  London,  had  four  salmon  weighing  211b., 
191b.,  171b.  and  121b.,  and  Mr.  Joseph  Rig  by, 
Leicester,  had  two  weighing  17^1b.  and  161b.  On 
Jan.  16,  Mr.  J.  Rigby  had  one  161b.  (owing  to  heavy 
rain  the  river  was  much  too  high,  only  a  few 
pools  being  fishable).  On  Jan.  17,  Mr.  J.  Rigby  had 


one,  2ipb.  On  Jan.  18,  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  Richmond 
had  three,  weighing  21  lb.,  201b.,  and  151b.,  and  Mr. 
J.  Rigby  had  one.  161b.  On  Jan.  20,  Mr.  Philip 
Geen  had  one,  151b.;  Colonel  Bulpett  one,  15^1b.  ; 
Blr.  J.  Rigby,  one,  l^lb.  ;  Mr.  Philip  Geen, 
Junr.,  Twickenham,  one  of  161b.,  and  P. 
Dewar,  keeper,  fishing  Sir  Donald  Currie's  rod. 
had  one  of  15ilb.  On  Jan.  21,  Mr.  J.  Rigby  had  one 
20 Hb.  This  season  the  river  is  very  well  stocked 
with  clean  run  fish,  and  with  weather  conditions 
favourable  very  good  sport  is  anticipated. — R. 
Stewart. 

North,  of  Scotland. — In  another  fortnight  or  so 
the  second  and  by  far  the  largest  batch  of  salmon 
waters  will  be  thrown  open  to  anglers.  Many  are 
already  in  the  north,  and  on  the  look-out  for  waters 
if  not  already  fixed  up.  The  rivers  are  in  fine  fettle, 
and  fish  have  been  running  into  them  since  the 
early  days  of  the  year.  The  weather,  meantime,  is 
of  the  best,  and  unless  the  unforeseen  happens,  there 
will  be  good  sport  right  on  from  the  start.  Most  of 
the  rivers  were  in  flood  last  week,  and  kelts  were 
falling  back  in  nice  little  shoals,  with  not  a  few 
fungoid  fish  into  the  bargain,  on  the  Don,  where 
disease  has  been  v-ery  prevalent.  It  is  now  abating 
as  the  fish  wear  seawards. — G.  M. 

Tay. — Since  the  fishing  opened  on  Jan.  15, 
Monday  (Jan.  20)  is  the  first  day  the  water  has 
really  been  in  Tply,  as  up  till  then  tlie  river  had 
been  in  high  flood  and  dirty  ;  it  is  now  in  good 
order,  and  fine  sport  may  now  be  expected  as 
fish  are  plentiful.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Anderson, 
fishing  Benchill  and  Burnmouth  Catholes,  killed 
ten  fish  of  211b.,  201b.,  191b.,  191b.,  181b.,  171b., 
151b.,  141b.,  141b.,  and  141b.,  while  Mr.  Alex.  Heyder 
had  four  of  161b.,  151b.,  141b.,  and  101b.  Mr. 
Graeme  Whitelaw,  fishing  the  Del  vine  and  Murtlily 
Castle  beats,  landed  three  fish  of  281b.,  271b.,  and 
15lb.,  while  on  the  upper  reaches  Mr.  H.  W. 
Johnson  had  two  of  181b.  and  141b.,  and  Mr.  J. 
Stewart  Robertson  one  of  201b.  on  Edradynate 
water.  Very  good  sport  has  also  been  obtained  on 
Loch  Tay  at  both  Kenmore  and  Killin,  upwards  of 
twenty  salmon  being  killed.  The  rods  fishing  the 
Lyon  from  Fortingall  Hotel  have  also  had  good 
sport,  killing  in  all  seventeen  salmon  for  the  six 
days. — A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
With  cold  and  frosty  nights  and  mornings,  the  rivers 
in  the  Border  district  have  now  run  down  to  a  very 
fine  fis'iing  size,  and  in  the  meantime  everything 
promises  well  for  a  most  successful  beginning  of  the 
forthcoming  salmon  season  —rivers  all  clean  and  in 
a  grand  condition  for  the  salmon  angler.  A  good 
many  spawning  fish  have  lately  been  seen  on  the 
redds  at  Kelso  Bridge  and  in  other  districts  as  well, 
while  several  fish,  said  to  be  clean  spring  ones,  have 
been  observed  making  their  way  upwards  to  the 
upper  fishing  grounds  in  both  Tweed  and  Teviot ; 
so  all  goes  well  for  a  satisfactory  spring  season. 
As  yet  I  have  not  heard  of  any  of  the  salmon 
stretches  being  let  to  salmon  anglers,  but  they  are 
all  sure  to  be  taken  up  in  a  short  time.  The  weather 
is  all  that  can  be  desired,  with  nice  genial  breezes 
from  the  south-we  t. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Iiough  Currane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). 

— The  lough  has  risen  several  inches  during  the  past 
week.  Salmon  have  been  coming  up  very  slowly 
(so  far  as  can  be  ascertained)  during  the  week. 
Weather  now  very  fine,  with  hard  frost. — T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal. — Owing  to  the  wild  and  stormy  weather 
which  prevailed  for  some  time,  following  with  frost 
and  snow,  no  fishing  of  any  importance  with  rod 
and  line  has  been  done  since  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society's  competition  here,  and  most  probably  the 
fish  have  gone  now  into  deep  water. —  Edward 
Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  (the  Pier).  ■ —  Pier  anglers  have  expe- 
rienced slightly  improved  sport  during  the  last  few 
days,  a  few  dabs  having  been  taken  daily,  in  addi- 
tion to  a  fair  number  of  codling,  some  of  the  latter 
being  much  larger  in  size  than  those  taken  during 
the  preceding  week,  but  not  a  single  large  fish  ha? 
been  in  evidence.  Mr.  Clayton  was  the  only  pier 
fisherman  on  Jan.  19,  his  day's  catch  only  amount- 
ing to  three  codlings.  Cn  Jan.  20,  Mr.  Lavender, 
Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Band,  Mr.  Goodwin,  Mr.  Lan- 
chester,  Mr.  R.  P.  Richardson,  Master  Brown,  and 
Master  Tustin  each  made  a  small  mixed  bag  by 
daylight,  and  Mr.  Mooro  made  an  additional  catch 
of  nine  codlings  in  the  evening.  Mrs.  E.  R.  Dodd 
and  Mr.  J.  Jewell  joined  the  above-named  on 
Jan.  21,  and,  as  on  the  previous  day,  some  fair 
numerical  catches  of  codlings  and  dabs  were  made ; 
but  the  evening  fishing  proved  very  disappointing. 
Mr.  T.  Sexton  and  Mr.  Hume  were  the  only  fresh 


arrivals  on  Jan.  22,  and  on  that  day  little  was 
caught  upon  the  morning  tide,  but  the  afternoon 
witnessed  material  improvement.— »J.  Richardson. 

Plymouth. — There  has  been  nothing  much  done 
during  the  past  week  on  account  of  the  weather 
being  so  unsettled  ;  the  boat  and  pier  fishermen 
have  not  been  out.  A  few  spring  pollack  have  been 
taken,  but  not  in  any  great  numbers ;  also  sport 
with  the  smelt  has  been  fair.  Steam  trawlers 
fishing  on  the  distant  grounds  have  been  having 
pretty  good  sport.  Large  quantities  of  dogfish  have 
been  brought  in  by  tha  Cornish  fishermen,  and  one 
can  see  what  havoc  is  made  by  them,  as  a  lot  of  the 
herrings  have  a  piece  bitten  out  of  them.  These 
f  sh  are  thrown  away,  as  they  are  no  good.  It  is  a 
pretty  sight  to  see  the  herring  boats  coming  in  and 
the  boys  throwing  the  broken  fish  into  the  water,  and 
to  see  the  hundreds  of  gulls  picking  them  up  and 
fighting  for  them. — William  Heabder  (B.S.A.S.). 


^ssoctafipns,  etc. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  mttst  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  2^ost. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

On  Wednesday,  Jan.  15,  three  new  members 
were  proposed.  Mr.  Starr  presided  at  a  special 
committee  meeting  held  on  Jan.  21,  when  it  was 
decided  when  and  where  to  fish  the  semi-final  for 
the  cup,  and  members  will  recei\  e  due  notice.  A 
club  outing  will  take  place  at  Harefield  on  Feb.  9. 
Fishing  results  have  been  rather  better  than  of 
late  :  Mr.  Wood-Barrett  had  chub  and  perch  from 
the  Troy  Arm ;  Mr.  Yarham,  roach ;  and  Mr.  Moore, 
perch,  from  Harefield. — H.  W.  S. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

The  smoking  concert  held  at  Mason's  Hall  on 
Tuesday,  Jan.  21,  was  a  grand  success,  the  spacious 
rooms  of  the  society  being  tilled  to  overflowing  with 
an  appreciative  audience,  which  Mr.  G.  W.  Thompson 
ably  presided  over  with  much  geniality.  There  was 
a  capital  programme  of  choice  music,  thanks  to  the 
exertions  of  Mr.  G.  H.  Green — who  proved  himself  a 
very  efficient  musical  director — ably  assisted  by  Mr. 
Wade  as  accompanist,  and  the  following  ladies 
and  gentlemen : — Mrs.  Cooper  and  Miss  Daisy 
Howard,  who  both  sang  most  charmingly ;  some 
capital  songs  being  also  beautifully  given  by  Messrs. 
Still,  Wheeler,  and  Reeves,  whilst  the  humorous 
portion  of  the  entertainment  received  very  able 
support  from  Messrs.  Taperell,  Schneider,  Jarvis 
(hon.  sec.  West  Hampstead  A.S.),  and  Washer — the 
two  first-mentioned  gentlemen  being  delightfully 
funny,  Mr.  Jarvis  very  good,  and  the  whistling 
songs  of  Mr.  Washer  splendid.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hall — 'cello  and  violin — played  some  very  fine 
pieces  as  only  true  musicians  can,  and  were 
much  applauded.  There  remains  only  to  mention 
the  fine  recitations  of  Mr.  Viles,  which  were  very 
clever  and  impressive.  Votes  of  thanks  to  Mr. 
Green,  the  artistes,  visitors,  and  the  chairman,  not 
forgetting  the  toast  of  the  C.L.P.S.,  brought  to  a 
close  a  delightful  entertainment.  At  the  "business  " 
meeting  the  following  reports  were  made,  some  of 
the  fish  being  exhibited :— Messr.^.  Walton  and 
Scully,  two  dozen  dace  (Wraysbury);  Messrs. 
Merritt  and  Isaacs,  several  good  jack  (Pangbourne) ; 
Mr.  Mellersh,  several  good  jack,  also  Mr.  E.  W.  Cox  ; 
and  a  fine  lot  of  over  a  dozen  good  roach,  up  to 
IJlb.,  besides  perch,  by  Mr.  W.  E.  Phillips. — Hon. 
Sec. 

Clarence  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  H.  N.  Wyatt  presided  on  Jan.  21.    The  next 
competition  will  be  held  at  Shepperton  on  Feb.  2  ; 
entries  close  on  Jan.  28.    Some  new  members  will 
be  elected  next  week. — W.  J.  Carter,  Hon.  Sec. 
Gresham  Angling  Society. 

The  committee,  over  which  Mr.  Connellan  pre- 
sided, on  Tuesday  last  completed  the  necessary 
arrangements  for  the  holding  of  the  annual  general 
meeting  in  February.  The  date  has  been  fixed  for 
Tuesday,  Feb.  25.  Among  the  items  on  the  pro- 
gramme up  to  the  end  of  next  month  are  a  paper  by 
Mr.  Martin  on  Feb.  4  and  one  by  Mr.  H.  Davey 
Turner  on  Feb.  18.  To  both  of  these  meeting? 
members  from  kindred  angling  societies  will  be 
cordially  welcomed.  Mr.  G.  F.  Farmiloe  presided 
at  the  ordinary  meeting  at  8.30,  and  an  interesting 
evening  was  spent  under  his  guidance.  Mr.  A. 
J.  Saunders,  in  g'ving  his  fishing  report,  said  he 
had  recently  visited  Chesham,  and  was  astonished 
at  the  large  number  of  splendid  trout  he  saw  on 
the  spawning  beds.  Restocking  is  still  going  on 
there,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  prospects 
for  the  coming  season  are  of  the  brightest.  The 
chairman  during  the  week  accounted  for  ten  jack, 
and  Mr.  Blagrave  took  one  of  61b.  from  the 
Kelvedon  fishing.  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  had  a  nice  bag  of 
171b.  of  good  roach  from  private  water,  and  other 
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members  have  had  smaller  bags  but  in  the  case  of 
one  or  two  members  their  outing  was  spoiled  by 
drifting  ice. — Hon.  Sec. 

\  Highbury  Angling  Society. 
The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Harding  on 
Wednesday,  Jan.  22.  Some  very  important  busi- 
ness was  transacted.  Arrangements  were  made  for 
netting  out  the  dace  and  roach  from  the  lower  stretch 
of  our  trout  fishery,  the  society  having  purchased  a 
splendid  lot  of  9-inch  front  (two-year-olds)  from  the 
Itchen  Trout  Breeding  Establishment  to  take  their 
place.  These,  added  to  the  good  head  of  trout 
already  there,  should  malce  the  fishery  one  of  the  best 
rented  by  any  London  club.  Notice  will  be  given  in 
this  paper  of  the  date  the  fish  will  be  turned  in,  so 
that  members  can  attend  and  assist  if  they  fe?l  so 
disposed.  I  am  sorry  to  report  the  illness  of  our 
old  friend  and  member,  Mr.  Francis  Baker.  We  all 
sincerely  hope  he  may  soon  recover,  and  be  able  to 
continue  his  angling  expeditions  as  heretofore. 
Fishmg  reports  are  very  scanty,  nothing  of  import- 
ance being  recorded. — Hon.  Repoeteb. 


PFovifieial  flfigling  l^otes. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post. 

FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society  was  held  on  Thursday  evening 
last,  Jan.   16,  at  the  headquarters,  Mr.  T.  Coles 
presiding.  The  chief  business  was  the  election  of 
the  chief  officers  for  the  ensuing  year.    Mr.  T.  Coles 
was  re-elected  president;  Messrs.  W.  Bagley,  J. 
Bentley,  and  A.  T.  Egerton,  vice-presidents ;  Mr.  H. 
Tullett,  treasurer  ;  Messrs.  Copeland  and  McMulIen, 
auditors;   Messrs.  Bagley  and  Egerton,  trustees; 
and  Mr.  James  Rabone,  secretary.    The  past  year's 
death  claims  have  been  rather  heavy,  and  since 
November  last  the  sum  of  £22  has  been  paid  out. 
Still  the  financial  position  of  the  society  remains  in 
a  very  sound  condition.    Very  few  traces  of  the 
ice  from  the  late  frost  remain  on  our  water,  and 
the  condition  of  our  rivers  has  greatly  improved. 
The  Severn  is  running  at  a  nice  level,  and  the 
prospects  of  angling  are  much  brighter.    The  Avon 
is  in  fair  condition  again.    The  Trent  is  rather  high 
in  the  Alrewas  district.    Our  other  smaller  rivers 
are  in  fair  order  for  pike  fishing.    The  weather  has 
been  brighter  during  midday,  but  very  foggy  at 
nights,  with  slight  frosts.     Pike  and  chub  fishing 
in  the  Bridgnorth  portion  of  the  Severn  is  just  now 
good.    Roach  and  dace  fishing  on  the  Avon  has 
been  very  much  off  the  last  few  days,  but  a  few  small 
pike  and  a  few  bream  have  been  taken.     I  am 
pleased  to  hear  that  the  Aston  Britannia  Society 
are   about  to  restock  the  Earlswood  Reservoir. 
During  the  present  pike  season  some  of  the  members 
have  had  very  fair  sport,  the  largest  fish^  taken 
being  just  under  101b.    Mr.  A.  Davis, of  the  Royal 
Duke  Club,  fishing  private  water  on  Jan.  16,  landed 
four  chub  weighing  1 1  hVo.    A  new  angling  club  is 
being  formed  at  Coventry,  and  they  have  made  an 
application  to  the  Provincial  Association  for  affilia- 
tion.   Another  application  has  been  received  from 
the  Willenhall  Workmen's  Angling  Society  by  the 
P.A.A.  for  affiHation.     The  club  has  been  estab- 
'lished  close  upon  eight  years,  and  has  about  sixty 
fully  paid-up  members  on  their  books.    A  presmta- 
tion  is  to  be  made  to  the  president  of  the  White 
Horse  Cellars  Club  in  recognition  of  his  long  and 
I'aluable  service  rendered  to   the  society.  The 
presentation  will  be  made  on  Jan.  27,  upon  which 
occasion  the  annual  dinner  will  take  place. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Angling  has  not  been  lone  delayed,  for  the  sudden 
break-up  of  the  frost  enabled  the  Fen  watercourses 
to  quickly  get  rid  of  their  icy  coverings,  and  sport 
was  resumed  on  Thmaday  in  last  week.  The  sudden 
disappearance  of  the  snow  did  not  discolour  the 
waters  to  any  marked  extent ;  in  fact,  they  could 
not  be  in  better  condition  than  they  are  just  now. 
At  the  junctions  of  the  tributary  streams  some  fine 
roach  have  been  met  with.  Particularly  has  this 
been  the  case  at  Chapel  Hill,  where  the  Sleaford 
Canal  joins  the  Witham.  This  is,  undoubtedly,  by 
far  and  away  one  of  the  best  winter  resort?  between 
Lincoln  and  Boston.  It  always  yields  well,  even 
under  unfavourable  circumstances,  and  this  feason 
some  remarkable  sport  has  b°en  met  with.  Jlany 
roach  have  been  killed  weighing  up  to  l^lb.  apiece. 
During  the  last  few  days  bream  have  been  showing 
a  disposition  to  feed,  and  a  specimen  weighing 
41b.  13oz.  w  as  accounted  for  at  the  end  of  last  wetk. 
By  far  the  larger  proportion  of  anglers,  however^ 
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chub  fishmg,  and  some  good-sized  chub  ha- c  bfon 
caught  with  greaves  and  pith  and  brains  on  tlio 
lower  Wilford  stretch.  Probably  the  heaviest  takes 
have  been  effected  by  Mr.  T.  Davis  (from  his  punt 
alongside  the  willows)  and  myself.  In  .Mr.  J. 
Webster's  reserved  length  Mr.  H.  Briggs  has  again 
done  well  amongst  roach  with  his  peculiarly-.scented 
paste.  One  day — Jan.  17— he  had  thirty-one 
fish.  On  M<5nday  and  Tuesday  in  the  present 
week  ho  landed  over  forty,  besides  several 
big  bream.  On  Jan.  18,  Mr.  F.  Flewitt  and  Mr.  E. 
H.  Birks  were  successful  on  the  Fiskerton  waters  of 
the  City  Wellington  Society  ;  and  higher  up  the 
river  several  decent  pike  were  run  and  landed  by 
the  aid  of  the  live  bait.  Pike  are  getting  heavy  in 
spawn,  and  the  season,  on  certain  reaches,  will  soon 
be  at  an  end.  There  has  been  very  little  doing 
amongst  dace  and  perch.  Lobworms,  through  the 
recurring  frosts,  are  most  difficult  to  procure  ; 
whilst  gentles  are  a  very  scarce  article. 


have  been  in  quest  of  pike,  especially  on  the  Forty- 
foot.  The  raiddl?  and  upper  reaches  of  this  river 
are  just  right  for  trolling,  and  some  fine  fish  have 
been  killed,  principally  with  artificial  bait.  One  of 
the  be:t  taken  below  Dowsby  Fen  weighed  9|lb. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

During  the  past  week  a  few  fair-sized  roach  were 
secured  in  the  top  stretches  of  the  River  Hull,  and  at 
Wansford  and  Snakeholme  on  the  Dri  "field  Canal 
anglers  had  a  little  sport  when  the  weather  was 
suitable,  especially  in  pike  fishing,  odd  nice 
fish  ■  being  secured  with  live  bait ;  but  this  week 
so  far  the  weather  has  been  very  severe,  few 
rodsters  venturing  out  far  afield.  Codling  are  now 
in  the  Humber,  and  both  Paull  and  Killingholme 
should  pay  for  a  visit  with  mussels  as  bait, 
should  the  weather  become  anything  like  favour- 
able. The  Alexandra  Angling  Association  held 
their  annual  spread  on  Monday  evening,  Jan  1.3, 
Mr.  Councillor  Wheatley  occupying  the  chair.' 
The  annual  prizes  were  distributed,  Mr.  H.  Wharam 
being  the  recipient  of  a  cup  and  also  the  club's  gold 
medal.  Mr.  Sim  Shw  being  also  the  winner  of 
Councillor  Wheatley's  silver  challenge  cup.  The 
Hull  Cormorant  Angling  Club  held  I;heir  annual 
meeting  on  Jan  15,  the  president,  Capt.  McCaus- 
land,  in  the  chair.  The  annual  prizes  were  dis- 
tributed, Mr.  W.  H.  Barker  being  the  recinient  of 
the  club's  silver  challenge  cup,  also  a  gold  medal 
for  most  points  and  a  gold  medal  for  the  top 
aggregate  weight. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  few  mild  days,  and  another  spell  of  frost  and 
dense  fog.  so  dense  that  it  rendered  pedestrianism 
difficult  and  very  unpleasant,  and  has  caused  sundry 
accidents.  The  rivers  are  now  in  nice  condition, 
and  if  the  weather  will  clear  up  a  bit,  several  will  be 
after  the  grayling  at  week-end.  We  hear  of  one 
angler  having  a  couple  of  brace  and  some  fine  dace 
from  the  Teme,  a  few  days  ago,  with  maggot ;  but  a 
friend,  who  accompanied  him,  could  not  get  a  rise 
with  the  fly.  One  hardy  fisherman  caught  nine  fine 
chub  near  Knightsford  Bridge,  using  blood  and 
brams  for  bait;  others  have  been  out  and  never 
had  a  bite.  Pike  fishing  has  been  fairly  good; 
three  anglers  caught  .six  fish  between  them  on 
Sunday,  and  on  Monday  another  caught  three  fish, 
with  the  spoon  bait,  in  the  Severn  above  Camp' 
The  Avon  is  not  in  condition  yet. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

If  the  report  is  true  the  poor  old  Bollin  will  be 
heavily  fished  this  coming  season.  Arrangements 
are  said  to  be  made  for  thousands  to  fish  this 
stream;  in  fact,  if  everyone  entitled  to  fish  one 
part  were  there  at  the  same  time,  they  would  be 
about  two  yards  apart.  Osier  beds  and  high  banks 
form  a  great  proportion  of  the  length  ;  all  the  same, 
the  water  is  a  good  one,  but  will  require  liberal 
stocking.  There  are  acres  of  water  in  the  county, 
enoush  for  fen  thousand  anglers,  but  the  owners 
will  not  let  them. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Our  locals  have  now  got  settled  down  al  ter  the 
recent  holidays,  but  club  musters  suffer  much  by 
the  vast  number  suflering  from  sickness.  There 
are  some  interesting  items  rumoured  in  this  city 
of  private  waters  lost,  others  acquired,  and  the 
great  demand  from  clubs  for  suitable  waters. 
Such  high  rents  are  asked  and  paid  that  bui'ding 
houses  is  a  poor  game  in  comparison.  Already 
Easter  is  talked  about,  and  as  it  comes  rather  late 
this  year,  may  result  in  a  big  turn  out.  What  few 
roach  are  reported  are  stated  to  be  in  capital 
condition. 


•FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Our  anglers  have  not  mustered  in  anything  like 
force  smce  the  despatch  of  my  last  notes.  Weather 
conditions  have  been  extremely  adverse,  and  at  the 
tmie  of  writing  most  of  the  backwaters  cut  off  from 
the  river  were  covered  with  ice.  But  indications 
were  not  wantmg  that  the  frost  was  again  dis- 
appearing. The  river  itself  continues  to  run  in 
the  best  possible  ply  for  the  pursuit  of  pike  and 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Little  has  been  done  amongst  coarse  fish,  though 
a  few  good  pike  have  been  taken,  and  as  the  rivers 
subsided  prospects  improved,  the  dry,  crisp  frosts 
being  favourable  both  for  grayling  and  pike  angling 
Fishing  in  the  Derwent,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Stamford  Bridge,  with  lire  bait  on  "snap"  tackle 
Mr.  J .  G.  Linfoot.  of  the  Shambles,  York,  on  Jan.  20,' 
hooked  and  landed  a  fine  pike  weighing  91b. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  is  now  fine  and  frosty  after  much 
ram.  As  far  as  can  be  judged,  salmon  do  not  appear 
to  be  ascending  in  good  numbers  anyw'nere  thouo-h 
it  IS  generally  believed  that  they  came  up  in  <Tood 
numbers  in  the  earlier  waters  in  December  On  the 
'■  hole,  the  prospects  for  the  an5ling,  which  opens  on 
the  earlier  waters  on  Feb.  1,  are  fairly  good  at 
present,  but  much,  of  course,  depends  upon  the 
state  of  the  weather  at  the  start.  Sea  angling 
has  not  been  resumed  at  any  station,  though 
the  weather  has  become  favourable  enourrh  \t  the 
Ballymacarberry  (co.  Tipperary)  Petty  Sessions  last 
week,  James  Graham,  a  water-bailiff,  summoned  a 
man  named  Edmund  Ryan  for  having-  on  Pec  8 
last,  near  the  banks  of  the  River  Nire,  a  stroke-haul 
for  the  purpose  of  killing  fish,  contrary  to  the  bye- 
la.vs  of  the  fishery  conservators,  and  Graham 
applied  for  the  forfeiture  of  .the  stro'.:e-haul 
Jividenee  having  been  given,  the  case  was  dismissed 
by  a  majority  of  the  Bench,  and  the  order  for  the 
forfeitu  e  of  the  stroke-haul  was  refused.  Ryan 
charged  Graham  and  another  man  named  Butler 
(botli  of  whom  are  gamekeepers  to  Lord  Ashtown) 
with  assaulting  him  on  the  occasion,  and  also  charged 
them  with  the  larceny  of  the  stroke-haul.  In  the  lar- 
ceny case  the  court  refused  informations,  and  in  the 
case  of  assault  on  Ryan  by  Graham  and  Butler  the 
defendants  were  eacli  convicted  by  the  majority  of 
the  Bench,  and  sentenced  to  fourteen  days'  imprison- 
ment without  hard  labour.  ' 

North  of  Ireland. 
This  day  week  will  be  the  opening  one  on  a  good 
many  of  the  early  spring  salmon  rivers,  notably  the 
Bush  and  the  Lennan.  The  spring  salmon  Pshin^ 
oF  the  former  has  been  taken  by  Colonel  Alliso/ 
llie  Lennan  is  in  good  order,  and  quite  a  portion  of 
it  is  free,  but  the  Pool  "  at  Ramelton  is  strictlv 
preserved.  A  very  good  spawning  season  is  reported 
from  the  Coimty  Down  lake,  held  by  the  Belfast 
Anglers  Association.  At  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  general  committee  of  the  Ulster  An  criers'  Associa- 
tion It  was  arranged  to  hold  the  annual  general 
meeting  on  Feb.  10.  It  was  decided  to  re  luest  the 
water  commissioners  not  to  open  their  waters  till 
March  1  the  legal  date  being  Feb.  1,  A  notice  of 
motion  for  the  aimual  meeting  to  confine  an-^ling 
on  the  reservoirs— which  are  virtually  nat.ural  lakes 
—to  Belfast  residents,  ratepayers,  and  those  havin<r 
business  m  the  city,  was  given  in. 
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1  The  members  hoped  to  have  the  pleasure  of  see- 
ng  their  esteemed  honorary  member,  Mi-.  J.  Wrennh 
Towse,  the  clerk  of  the  Fishmonaers'  Company,  at 
their  meeting  last  Wednesday.  He  was  down  in  the 
programme  for  a  paper,  instead  of  which  they 
were  saddened  by  the  news  that  he  had 
just  experienced  the  loss  of  a  near  relative, 
and  was,  therefore,  unable  to  come.  But 
he  sent  his  paper  entitled,"  Shellfish  and  its  present- 
day  surroundings."  Mr.  Towse  in  view  of-  the 
paper  to  be  read  by  Mr.  C.  O.  IMinchin  on  "  Molluscs 
and" Crustaceans,"  on  Feb.  5,  abstained  from  dealing 
with  the  molluscs  as  a  whole,  and  confined  his 
remarks  to  the  three  chief  edible  varieties — the 
oyster,  mussel,  and  cockle.  The  oyster,  he  de- 
clared, was  of  venerable  antiquity  and  very  earlj^ 
in  our  history.  Wliitstable  natives  found  their  way 
about  the  then  known  world,  and  were  highly 
esteemed  by  the  epicure.  But  our  interest  laid  in 
modern  times. 

In  1893  an  outbreak  of  cholera  was  clearly  traced 
to  the  eating  of  contaminated  oysters  and  shellfish 
obtained  from  Cleethorpes. 

Now  the  mouth  of  the  Humber  and  the  adjacent 
coast,  where  the  shellfish  is  stored,  are  literally 
bathed  with  sewage  containing  the  excreta  of  per- 
sons suflering  from  enteric  and  cholera,  and  in  the 
succeeding  two  or  three  years  no  less  than  seven 
outbreaks  were  distinctly  traced  to  the 
consumption  of  contaminated  shellfish.  Ur- 
gent attention  was  called  to  the  matter.  In 
1894-5  the  Local  Government  Board  surveyed  all 
beds  and  ponds  in  England  and  Wales  and  in  1 89G 
published  its  report.  But  the  trade  paid  little 
attention  to  what  they  deemed  to  be  mere  scieiitific 
theories,  and  the  e\al  went  on,  until  in  Nov.,  1902, 
the  fatal  res  dts  of  the  eating  of  contaminated 
oysters  at  the  banquets  at  Winchester  and  South- 
ampton, demonstrated  by  Dr.  Bulstrode  as  the 
result  of  sewage  contamination  in  the  storage  ponds, 
shocked  Society,  and  caused  such  a  fcare,  and  the 
trade  found  that  ruin  was  staring  them  in  the  face. 
And  still  nothing  was  done.  The  Fishmonger,' 
Company,  however,  determined  to  do  something, 
and  in  order  to  secure  a  sound  base  for  its  action 
instructed  Dr.  Klein,  the  eminent  bacteriologist,  to 
thoroughly  examine  and  report  upon  the  svib  ect. 

Th's  Dr.  Klein,  with  his  known  ability,  did  most 
thorouglily,  and  hi  5  report  amply  demonstrated 
the  f  'Ct  that  oysters,  mussels  and  cockles,  when 
placed  in  pvire  water  for  a  period  of  not  over  twenty- 
one  days,  thoroughly  cleansed  themselves,  and 
destroyed  the  baneful  bacilli. 

The  paper  then  proceeded  to  describe  minutelj'  the 
details  of  Dr.  Klein's  investigation  all,  of  course,  of 
a  highly  scientific  character,  accompanying  the 
description  with  tables  of  resvilts.  This  cannot,  of 
course,  be  given  here,  b  it  as  the  paper  will,  with  the 
permission  of  the  author,  be  printed  in  the  Society's 
quarterly,  the  fall  information  will  be  accessible 
to  members.  Shortly,  a  dozen  of  all  three  varieties 
were  infected  with  the  Bacillus  Typhosis,  some  were 
kept  dry,  some  abundantly  supplied  with  sterilize,! 
sea-water,  the  growth  or  decrease  of  the  number  of 
bacilli  was  exactly  observed  and  stated,  and  proof 
positive  obtained  of  the  natural  power  the  three 
possessed  of  destroying  under  clean  conditions — 
oysters  the  best  of  all,  mussels  in  a  le  ser  degree, 
cockles  least  of  all,  for  it  was  found  that  thes3  latter, 
unli'<e  the  two  former,  afiorded  a  good  incubating 
material  for  the  bacillus.  But  invariably  the  vast 
nature-power  of  the  healthy  mollusc  prevailed,  and 
they  were  cleansed.  Thus,  oysters  placed  in  fresh 
sea- water  for  from  eleven  to  eighteen  days,  and 
mussels  for  four  days,  were  rendered  innocuous. 
The  cockle  had  to  be  differently  dealt  with.  Steam- 
ing under  pressure  was  found  to  be  necessary. 

The  Fishmongers'  Company,  having  thus  obtained 
a  sound  base  of  knowledge,  were  not  long  in  setting 
to  work.  Hav  ng  power  under  the  Acts  of 
Charles  II.  and  James  I.  to  prevent  the  sale  of 
shellfish  unfit  for  human  consumption,  they 
speedily  brought  sufficient  pressure  to  bear  lo 
secure  the  regular  inspection  of  beds  and  storage 
ponds.  Cleethorpes  was  closed,  Swansea  purified, 
and  the  local  authorities  were  everywhere 
empowered  to  interfere  to  prevent  sewage  con- 
tamination in  their  districts.  The  cleansing  by 
pure  water  was  enforced  and  the  steaming  under 
pressure  of  the  cockle  seen  done  by  inspectors. 
Heavy  damages  were  recovered  in  the  Hadleigh 
Ray  and  other  cases.  An  exchange  of  certificates 
with  the  Dutch  authorities  has  been  arranged,  and 
the  local  authorities'  powers  extended  and  more 
used,  thovigh  the  influence  of  local  interest  upon 
the  boards  is  still  heavily  felt.  A  new  Act 
giving  greatly  extended  powers  and  a  central 
board  to  see  to  their  en  orceraent  is  much  needed, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  no  long  time  will  elapse  before 
an  Act  is  passed.      Meanwhile,  the  Fishmongers' 


Company  is  acting  energetically.  Imports  of  shell 
fish  are  care  ully  inspected  by  the  authorities  and 
released  in  p  ire  water  to  cleanse,  and  where  is  at 
the  time  of  the  sea  e  the  consumption  was  reduced 
by  75  per  cent.,  it  has  now  recovered  to  normal 
condition.  The  paper  was  very  well  read  by  ^Ir. 
Holcombe,  in  the  enforced  absence  of  Mr.  Wrench 
Towse,  and  the  very  hearty  thanks  of  all,  and  an 
expression  of  deep  regret  at  the  cause  of  his  absence, 
were  voted,  and  a  resolution  was  proposed  by  Mr. 
Oak=ihott  and  seconded  by  Dr. George  Steele-Perkins 
that  with  the  permission  of  Mr.  Wrench  Towse  his 
paper  be  embodied  in  an  article  in  the  "  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society's  Quarterly,"  and  kept  for  reference 
by  members,  the  Chairman  concurring,  and  stating 
that  the  information  it  contained  was  authentic. 

A  good  discussion  followed,  partly  raised  by 
Mr.  Oakshott's  question  as  to  the  correctness  of  the 
use  of  steriliLed  seawater  in  Dr.  Klein's  experi- 
ments, partly  supported  by  Dr.  Steele  Perkins,  who 
however  pointed  out  that  for  scijntific  demonstra- 
tions it  might  have  been  needful.  In  \'iew  of  the  im- 
possibility of  securing  i?eawater  absolutely  free  from 
sewage  contamination,  a  truth  that  was  generally 
admitted,  Mr.  Oakeshott  contended  that  the  value 
of  the  results  of  the  investigation  had  been  seriously 
affected  by  the  use  of  sterilized  seawater  only.  Dr. 
Collingridge,  it  was  known,  had  failed  to  "obtain 
pure  seawater,  though  it  had  been  obtained  in 
bottles  from  vessels  far  from  land  for  purpose;  of 
investigation. 

The  members  generally  expressed  satisfaction 
with  the  work  of  the  Fishmongers'  i  Company  and 
its  res  dts,  and,  so  far  as  could  be  noted,  there  was 
no  intention  on  the  part  of  any  one  present  to  deny 
himself  in  the  matter  of  shellfish. 

Messrs.  Holcombe,  Dr.  Heath  (a  visitor),  Boyton, 
R.  J.  Gordon,  E.  J.  Holbron,  C.  O.  Minchin  (the 
chairman).  Pickup  (the  Secretary),  Waller  and  ot'iers 
made  valuable  contributions  to  the  subject. 
^  The  business  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  M. 
Mallett.  Reports  from  stations  were  few.  The 
sscretary  exhibited  a  cast  of  the  medal  given  by  the 
National  Council  of  Sea  Anglers  for  the  capture  of 
specimen  fish  and  reported  sending  in  a  list  of  the 
captures  of  members  as  the  council  had  agreed  to 
accept  the  society's  certificate  of  size  and  weight. 
A  member  had  been  taking  flounders,  three  o\  er 
a  pound.  Next  Wednesday  Mr.  Albert  E.  Jackson 
will  read  a  paper,  "Do  Geological  Conditions 
Afiect  the  Distribution  of  Sea  Fish  ?  "  H.  P. 


WORM  FISHING  IN  THE  DARK 


"  One  evening  in  June,  when  seated  by  the  fire- 
side of  the  inn  at  Weldon  Bridge,  Charlie  and  I  fell 
into  a  discussion  on  night-fishing  with  worm  for 
trout  in  warm  weather,  and  we  agreed  that  it  would 
be  well  to  give  it  a  trial  and  ascertain  how  far  our 
views  were  correct.  '  Well,  then,'  said  I,  '  no  time 
like  the  present,'  but  Charlie  was  too  comfortable 
and  too  sleepy  to  respond  to  my  summons.  So  pre- 
paring my  rod  and  line  oft  I  started  to  a  stream 
half-a-mile  dovm  the  river.  The  night  was  very 
dark,  and  I  found  my  way  with  difficulty.  Arriving 
at  the  intended  spot,  I  waded  across  a  somewhat 
deep  stream  to  reach  one  still  deeper  near  to  the 
further  bank.  Standing  in  the  water,  I  placed  a 
lively  lob  on  the  hook  and  cast  my  line  upstream  ; 
the  worm  scarcely  touched  the  water  when  I  felt  a 
tug,  and  succeeded  in  drawing  a  large  trout  towards 
me.  Having  basketed  this,  I  threw  again  with  the 
same  result,  and  now  astonishment  awaited  me. 
There  was  not  a  breath  of  wind — the  water  was 
flowing  gentle,  and  caused  but  little  sound,  when 
all  at  once  my  ears  were  assailed  by  such  a  tumult 
of  fish  spattering  and  splashing  as  I  had  never 
before  heard  ;  the  river  seemed  alive  with  large 
fish.  My  heart  beat,  for  there  seemed  something 
vmcanny  in  the  affair  ;  still  I  persevered,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  securing  four  more  fish.  Suddenly  all  was 
still ;  not  a  fish  was  heard  to  move,  and  not  another 
bite  was  to  be  had.  I  could  neither  see  nor  hear 
anything  to  account  for  the  sudden  change,  so  home 
I  started,  proud  of  my  prize  of  six  fisb  considerably 
larger  than  any  we  had  taken  in  the  river  by  day- 
light. The  unpleasantness  of  angling  with  worms 
in  the  dark  is  so  great  that  I  have  never  tried  the 
experiment  again,  but  of  its  success  there  can  be 
no  doubt." 

FLY-FISHING   BY  NIGHT. 

'■  One  night  when  at  Gernsbach,  in  the  Black 
Forest,"  Mr.  Henderson  writes,  "  a  strange  fancy 


The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's  Cabinet  of  Devices,  or  How  to 
Tie  Trout  and  Grayling  Flies.— Can  be  had  post  free  for  2/3 
in  stamps  from  tlie  Slanagerof  lite  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's 
Uouse,  Fetter  Lane,  London.  Second  Edition.  By  H.  G. 
McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "The  best  book  ever  written 
on  the  subject." — Fishing  Gazette. 


took  such  strong  possession  of  me  that  I  felt  con- 
strained to  bow  to  it.  The  night  was  pitch  dark, 
and  distant  thimder  gave  the  pro\'erbial  warning 
that  all  fishing  was  out  of  the  question  ;  still,  mad 
as  the  idea  seemed,  I  determined  to  make  an  essay 
in  front  of  the  hotel.  So  black  was  the  night  that 
a  lighted  lantern  was  necessary  to  guide  me  in 
arranging  my  rod  and  tackle  at  the  door.  This  done, 
I  sought  the  edge  of  the  lawn,  by  the  side  of  which 
rushed  a  rough,  rapid  stream,  which  sped  from  a  mill 
immediately  above.  Scarcely  had  I  taken  my 
position  near  to  the  top  of  the  stream  when  the 
lightning  blazed  forth,  illuminating  the  pine-clad 
hills,  and  making  a  sudden  glare  far  exceeding  that 
of  the  brightest  sunshine.  Each  tree  of  the  forest 
plight  be  distinguished  whilst  the  lightning  quivered 
in  the  sky,  and  then  followed  a  darkness  so  intense 
that  I  could  not  see  the  rod,  and  could  scarcely  dis- 
tinguish my  hand.  The  dark  intervals  between 
the  flashes  might  be  five  minutes,  and  it  was  during 
these  that  I  east  my  flies  straight  across  the  rushing 
mill-stream.  The  instant  the  flies  fell  on  the  water 
I  felt  a  tug,  then  a  rush,  and  all  was  quiet.  I  was 
amazed  !  but  at  length  concluded  that  a  passing 
stick  had  struck  my  hook.  Another  cast  of  the 
line,  and  here  was  no  room  for  doubt,  a  heavy  fish 
was  pulling  violently.  It  was  long  before  the 
strength  of  the  current  allowed  me  to  land  my  prize, 
indeed  it  was  only  by  the  lightning's  flash  that  I 
could  judge  where  or  how  to  do  this,  I  fished  the 
stream  steadily  down\\'ards  for  abovit  a  hundred 
yards  ;  the  lightning  showed  me  where  to  thi-ow 
my  flies  :  all  around  was  inky  blackness.  I  cast, 
and  rai-ely  failed  either  to  hook  or  take  a  fish.  The 
strength  of  the  current  enabled  many  a  fish  to 
break  away,  but  at  the  end  of  half-an-hour  my 
basket  held  eight  fish,  and  when  these  were  tabled 
at  tlie  hotel  they  proved  to  be  three  trout,  three 
grayling,  and  two  fish  resembling  chub.  The 
least  was  fib.  in  weight,  and  the  largest  IJlb. — 
altogether  a  beautiful  dish,  and  the  fish  by  far  the 
largest  in  size  that  I  had  captured  during  my 
week's  angling.  .  .  .  What  speculations  these  two 
experiments  force  upon  the  angler's  mind,  as  to  the 
feeding  of  fish  on  dark  nights,  when  they  are  com- 
monly supposed  to  be  at  rest  !  I  am  compelled 
to  the  conclusion  that  in  these  night  banquets  is 
frequently  to  be  found  the  true  answer  to  the 
fisherman's  too  common  question,  '  Why  do  the 
fish  not  take  ?  the  water  is  in  good  order,  the  wind 
is  right,  and  everything  bespeaks  a  good  day's 
sport,  but  they  won't  take.'  The  response  should 
be,  '  Dined  already,  and  requiring  time  for  diges- 
tion.' " — From  "My  Life  as  an  Angler,"  by  Wm. 
Hendekson. 


THE  ORIGIN  OP  PROFANITY. 


One  proposition  there  is  which  needs  to  be  stated 
emphatically  at  this  point.  Words  and  phrases 
which  are  amply  sufficient  for  the  understanding 
are  often  altogether  inadequate  for  the  expression 
of  the  feelings.  The  result  of  this  mental  dis- 
satisfaction with  the  communication  of  mere  know- 
ledge is  most  conspicuously  illustrated  in  the  wide 
prevalence  of  profanity.  Into  the  discussion  of 
this  practice  its  moral  and  religious  aspect  does  not 
enter  at  all.  It  is  purely  from  the  linguistic  side 
that  it  is  here  to  be  considered.  So  looked  at,  its 
existence  and  the  extent  of  the  indulgence  in  it 
bear  out  the  truth  of  the  principle  just  announced. 
Whatever  intellectual  justification  there  may  be 
for  profanity  is  based  upon  the  fact  that  men  are 
aiming  to  state  strongly  what  they  feel  strongly. 
The  habit  is,  in  consequence,  subject  to  the  general 
law  governing  intensives.  To  a  very  great 
extent  the  practice  of  swearing  is  specially  charac- 
teristic of  a  rude  and  imperfect  civilisation.  With 
the  advance  of  culture  profanity  declines.  It 
declines  not  so  much  because  men  become  peculiarly 
sensitive  to  its  viciousness,  but  they  do  to  its  in- 
effectiveness. The  growth  of  refinement  both  in 
the  individual  and  in  the  community  tends  more 
to  its  disuse  than  all  the  exhortations  of  moraHsts 
or  the  rebukes  of  divines.  Much  must  always  be 
allowed  in  the  case  of  particular  persons  for  the 
influence  of  early  training  and  association.  Ex- 
ceptions are,  therefore,  too  numerous  tp  lay  down 
any  positive  rule  ;  still,  it  is  safe  to  say  in  general 
that  a  man's  intellectual  development  is  largely 
determined  by  the  extent  of  his  indulgence  in 
profanity.  No  one,  indeed,  doubts  its  wide  preva- 
lence at  the  present  time.  But  compared  to  the 
practice  of  the  past,  it  has  been  steadily,  even  if 
slowly,  diminishing  for  centuries.  This  does  not 
prove  that  men  are  better  morally  or  intellectually 
than  they  were.  It  does  show,  however,  that  there 
exists  now  a  higher  average  of  cultivation,  which 
renders  the  habit  distasteful  to  increasingly  large 
numbers. — Proftcssot  Thoma.s  R.  Lofnsritrv  in 
Harper's  Magazine. 
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FISH  CULTURE 

Exceptional  Opportunity. 

Offers  are  invited  for  the  business  of 
the  well-known  SOL  WAY  FISHERY 
as  a  going  concern,  in  consequence  of 
the  death  of  the  late  manager,  Mr.  H 
Spreckley,  F.Z.S.,  P.R.H.S. 

The  Land,  which  is  very  suitably 
situated  for  the  purposes  of  the  business, 
and  has  a  splendid  water  supply,  is  in 
the  County  of  Kircudbright,  about  10 
miles  from  Dumfries.  The  Estate  com- 
prises upwards  of  23  acres,  and  is  held  in 
perpetuity,  subject  only  to  payment  of 
an  annual  chief  rent  or  feuduty  of  £2. 

The  Establishment,  which  is  the  oldest 
of  its  kind  in  the  British  Isles,  is  in 
excellent  going  order,  and  consists  of 
over  200  Fish  and  Plant  Ponds,  two 
large  Hatcheries,  Yearling  Preparation 
Hoiise,  Joiner's  Workshop,  small  Saw 
Mill  (water  power),  Smithy,  Food-pre- 
paring House,  Cow  House,  excellent 
Stabling  and  Coachhouse,  Four  good 
Workmen's  Cottages,  and  a  Substan- 
tial Residence,  containing  24  rooms, 
capable  of  alteration.  Spacious  Offices 
and  Store  Room,  Greenhouses,  Plotting 
House,  &c.,  &c. 

The  Business  has  a  wide  connection, 
and  the  Stock  of  Pish  is  in  a  good  and 
healthy  condition. 

Any  Purchaser  has  right  to  make  what 
alterations  or  improvements  he  thinks 
right  upon  the  estate  without  inter- 
ference, and  to  use  the  property  in  any 
way  not  creating  a  nuisance  to  the 
neighbourhood. 

The  Stock,  Utensils,  &c.,  may  be  had 
at  mutual  valuation. 

For  further  particulars  apply  to  James 
Pateeson,  C.A.,  2,  York  Buildings, 
Edmburgh,  who  will  be  glad  to  arrange 
for  enquirers  seeing  over  the  Fishery,  or 
Messrs.  Pateeson  &  Gaedineb,  S.S.O., 
3,  Castle  Street,  Edinburgh,  the  latter  of 
whom  have  the  Title  Deeds. 


FISHING  &  SPORTING  PROPERTIES, 

Houses,  Land,  and  Estates 
To  LET  and  for  SALE 


BEE  THE 


ESTATES  GAZETTE, 

The  oldest  and  best  Journal  devoted  to 
Land,  House  Property,  and  Agriculture. 

Forthcoming  Sales  and  Eesults  of 
Sales  recorded  each  week. 

EVERY  SATURDAY.  Price  3d 

ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION,  158. 
Chief  Office  : 
6.  ST.  BRIDE  STREET.  LONDON,  E.C. 


WET-FLY  FISHING  TREATED 
METHODICALLY. 


By  E.  M.  TOD. 

Price  ( 


New  Edition.  Illustrated. 
/-  net.   Postage  id. 


"  Written  by  a  fisherman  who  lias  practised 
the  art  with  phenomenal  success."— ^coMtsA 
Field.  

WALTON  &  SOME  EARLIFR  WRITERS 
ON  FISH  AND  FISHING. 

By  K.  B.  MARSTON.  Small  Svo,  Cloth,  264  pp. 
with  Index.   Price  4/6.   Postage  id. 

DOMESTICATEyTROUT. 

HOW  TO  BREED  AND  GEO  W  TEEM. 

By  LIVINGSTONE  STONE.  6th  Edition,  Cloth, 
Illustrated.  367  pp.  Price  12/6  net.  Postage  4(/. 


TSE  NE  W  EDITION  OF 

HOW  TO  TIE  FLIES  FOR  TROUT  AND 
GRAYLING  FISHING, 

By  H.  G  MCCLELLAND  (Fully  Illustrated),  is 
now  ready  and  can  be  had,  price  2/3.   Post  free. 

THE  FISHING  GAZFrrTMECHANICAL 
BINDER. 

For  Iveeping  copies  until  ready  for  bindiu"  in 
volumes.    Price  4/6.    Postage  4rf.  ° 

Office  of  THEnFISHINcTGAZETTE,  Ltd., 
Sf.  Dunstan's  House.  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.C.  ' 


ANNUAL  DISPERSAL  / 

BURBERRY-PROOFS,  TOP  COATS,  WEATHER-  ^ 
PROOFS,  SUITS,  MUFTI. 

HAIL.F     USUAr^  F»JRICE 
„    DURING  JANUARY. 

Usual  Price.  sale  Price. 

63/-  Urbitor  Top  Coats      -  -31/6 

105/-  Burterry  Sporting  Suits  -  52/6 

42/.  Ridi  ig  Breeches  -      -  -21/- 

63/- Burberry-Proof  Slip-ons  -45/- 

Important  to  Motorists  and  Hunting  Men. 

FUR-LINED  TOP  COATS 
IN  WEATHERPROOF  CLOTH. 

During:  the  Sale  these  perfect 
goods  may  be  bargained  for. 

Full  List  on  application — 

BURBERRYS,  30  to  33,  Haymarlcet,  LONDON,  S.W. 


ALL  INTERESTED 

IN  THE  SUBJECT  SHOULD  BEAD 

MINIATURE  RIFLE  SHOOTING 

By  L.  R.  TIPPINS,  Author  of  Modern  Bifle  Shooting,"  dc. 
WITH  MANY  ILLUSTRATIONS. 

P.^'p  Note  on  Rifle  Shooting  at  Home  by  R.  E.  Marston,  Methods  and 
First  Ppineiples;  Gallery  Cartridges;  Mid-Range  Miniature  Cartridges-  Rifle 
Riflpf'i  H  ^""^'^  ^''^^''^  Adaptors;  Mid-Range  Miniature 
fh^  R-'fl  p°'' =  Outdoor  Ranges  ;  Targets;  Learning  to  Shoot;  Cleaning 
the  Rifle  ;  Range  and  Practice ;  Miniature  Matches  and  Competition ;  Rifle  Clubs 
Supplementary  Chapter.   ' 

"-se  .1.  are  interested  in  the 

.it](^r^^f^;tisi^e;;i!^r."'^^,;^.r^  ^«  p--^ 

Can  be  had  post  fbee  by  sending  2/2  in  stamps  to  R.  B.  Maeston,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.G. 


CANE  BUILT  SALMON  AND  TROUT  RODS 


workmanship  and  finish  of  these  rods,  and'  we  have  every  Cnfidence  in?e~?nH^-^^  hl^h-class  rod  at  a  moderate  price.    Our  customers 
These  rods  are  fitted  with  best  solid  universal  winch^fittWs  cork  o    1^^^^^^  aT       ''^'''S        1'^^*  that  can  possibly  be  produced, 

buttons,  in  best  dmsioned  cover.    We  can  also  fit  agate  centre  end  rinRS  at  an  e.fr^'.'n  f^''?  of  ■        '  ^"^  ""P^Sht  rings,  revolving  centre  en, 
All  rods  over  14  feet  are  double  built  throughout  ^  °^        ^^^^  '''°8'  upwards. 

■Price-lO,  lOJ,  11,  11^,  and  12  feet,  with  2  tops,' 70/-;  with  steel  centre  Qfl/      w  ,     ,     y         .  ■  ■  .    .  . 

i-  ,  lu/    ,  wiM  steei  centre,  90/-.    Extra  for  lockfast  joints,  6/6.    Also  made  in  13,  14,  15 

BRADDELL'S  CELEBRATED   

GREENHEART  SALMON  AND  TROUT  RODS. 


may  rely  upon  the 
d  rings,  and  rubber 

16,  17,  and  18  feet. 


CLASS 


i^tt         .  "-'^^  "P      20  ft. 

snake  rmgs,  revolving  centre  end  rings  wood  oi  rubterh^^^^  "niversal  winch  fittings, 

can  be  had  from  4/6  each.  These  rods  are  mi^^  p  f  nnf  thl  «  ^  Hollow  cane  handles  to  hold  tops 
seasoned)  by  our  oU  workmen? and^arV^qrfaUo  any"on'tbe 'malket''''*  '  (thoroughly 


OUR  "FLEXIBLE  GRIP  "  RODS  (Patent) 

^ti,^ba„dled  .rods,  inasmuch 

them  as  the  rods  of  the  future.  'pii'-fXut%'o  percent  ^^fertSa^^^  reconnnending 

THE  G.E.IVI.  "COMBINATION"  TROUT  RODS. 


THE 

"ULSTER"  BRAIDED  SILK 
WATERPROOF  LINES. 

We  have  confidence  in  recom- 
mending the  above-named  Lines 
believing  they  are  the  Ijest  in  the 
market  for  strength,  durability,  and 
flexibihty,  and  we  will  willingly 
replace  any  giving  way  under  fair 
usage.  Samples  of  the  9  sizes  of 
Lines,  mounted  on  cards,  will  be 
forwarded  post  free  on  application. 
Price  1/9  per  score  for  fine  trout  to 
4/6  per  score  for  strongest  salmon. 

N.B.-ANY  LENGTH  CUT. 

We  can  supply  a  second  quality  of 
above  line  at  20  per  cent,  less,  hut  do 
not  recommend  the  sai-:ie  for  hard 
wear. 


TROUT  FLY  CASTS 


Hollow  cane  handle  for  holding  tops,  from  5/-  extra. 


£t 
2 


H         «  ,  ''^^  "SE),  WITH  THREE  FLIES  ON  EACH. 

Soi,?^^Swe'rin'SI  Se^K«UiS?'^^'■^vin^'>'^•^  T^'^  '""^^^ 

"4e^'def  SrSSf  - 

as  t'lTtifled'Vin^.?^^' f?oTIlfna??^v1^^  «''«'^'>  I''""-!^. 

colours  can  on^y  bl  pr^-i^^      ^^^^^^^  "i^!:^!^^ 


JOSEPH  BRADDELL  &  SON  ^"''""^  ^^^^  ^'^^  Makers, 

UIIAUULLL   OC   OUW,     CASTLE  PLACE,  BELFAST. 
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Jottings  by  the  Way. 


Oft  with  patient  eur, 
Lonj-listening  to  the  vietcless  skylark's  noU' 
{Viewless,  or  haply  for  a  moment  seen 
Gleaming  on  sunny  wings),  in  whispered  tonei 
I've  said  to  my  beloved,  "  Such,  siveet  girl. 
The  inobtrusive  song  of  happiness. 
Unearthly  m'.nstrelsy  !  then  only  heard 
When  the  soul  seeks  to  hear  ;  when  all  is  husKd 
And  the  heart  listens." 

— Coleridge. 


Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 

Mr.  Babbeb,  the  secretary  of  the  above,  asks  ms 
to  mention  that  the  contents  of  donation  boxes 
would  be  very  acceptable,  as  only  about  £20  has 
been  received  from  this  source  during  the  past  nine 
months,  as  against  an  average  of  £122  per  annum. 
Probably  slack  trade  is  responsible  for  the  paucity  of 
"  visits  "  and  concerts,  at  which  functions  boxes  are 
usually  opened,  and,  again,  each  club  likes  to  equal 
or  exceed  its  previous  record;  but  in  these  hard 
times  we  mvist  not  be  too  ambitious.  "  Many  a 
mickle  makes  a  muckle,"  and  if  a  fair  number  of 
boxes  had  been  cleared,  the  necessity  for  breaking 
into  the  post  office  account  would  have  been 
avoided.  I  am  warned  not  to  give  the  impression 
that  the  society  must  withhold  assistance,  for  the 
committee  will  not  hesitate  to  lower  the  reserve 

fund  in  response  to  appeals  for  help. 

*  *  *  * 

Although  I  was  unable  to  be  present  at  the 
Hoxton  Brothers^A.  B.  S.  concert  on  Monday  night, 
I  hear  that  it  was  a  great  success,  and  sincerely 
hope  that  the  box  will  weigh  considerably  heavier. 
The  result  of  the  Bromley  and  Bow  concert,  on  the 
same  night,  has  not  reached  me ;  but  I  trust  that 
their  first  essay  in  aid  of  the  A.  B.  S.  was  successful. 

*  *  *  + 

Just  a  reminder  that  the  Stockwell  Anglers  will, 
on  Saturday  next,  Feb.  1,  hold  a  grand  evening 
concert  at  the  Perseverance  Hotel,  Vassal-road, 
Brixton,  on  behalf  of  the  A.B.S.  They  have  a  very 
nice  room,  and  all  will  be  welcomed.  I  am  told  by 
Hon.  Sec.  Pain  that  "  if  you  want  to  play  skittles 
you  can." 


How  Dickens  went  to  a  "  Walter  Scott  Party." 

A  CORRESPONDENT  of  the  New  York  Herald 
describes  a  "  Walter  Scott  Party,"  at  which  each 
guest  was  expected  to  appear  dressed  as  a  character 
in  one  of  the  great  author's  novels  or  poems.  On 
the  eventful  night,  however,  to  the  astonishment  of 
those  assembled — the  Guy  Mannerings,  Rob  Roys, 
and  Diana  Vernons — Charles  Dickens,  who  was 
invited  as  a  guest  of  honour,  with  the  understanding, 
however,  that  he  should  appear  in  costume,  ap- 
peared in  his  ordinary  evening  dress,  and  apparently 

quite  unconcerned. 

*  *  *  * 

"  What  an  insult !  How  ill-bred  !  "  These  were 
some  of  the  remarks  not  inaudibly  made,  but 
Dickens  heeded  not.  At  length  the  host,  feeling 
uneasy  at  the  guests'  uncomplimentary  remarks, 
went  up  to  Dickens  and  gently  inquired:  "Pray, 
what  character  can  you  possibly  be  supposed  to 
represent  ?  "  "  What  character  ?  "  said  the  author  of 
"Pickwick  Papers"  with  a  smile.  "  Why,  sir,  the 
character  you  will  find  in  every  one  of  Scott's  novels. 
I,"  he  went  on  with  a  bow,  "  am  the  Gentle  Reader." 


Anglo-French  Piscatorials 

At  a  fully-attended  meeting  on  Wednesday  of  the 
French  Piscatorials  (Mr.  Alfred  Abrahams  in  the 
chair),  it  was  decided  to  fish  the  competition  (which, 
owing  to  the  unpropitious  weather  on  Jan.  12  was 
postponed),  at  St.  Ives,  Hunts,  on  Feb.  2.  There 
are  some  splendid  prizes  to  be  fished  for,  and  the 
headquarters  will  be  the  White  Horse  Hotel.  Train 
arrangements  as  on  Jan.  12.  A  large  muster  is 
anticipated,  and  Hon.  Sec.  Jacobs  hopes  we  shall 
have  ijetter  weather. 


He  Knew. 

A  FELLOW  was  looking  over  a  hedge  watching  a 
maiden  milk  a  cow  in  an  open  field,  when  suddenly 
he  spied  a  young  and  excited  bull,  with  his  head 
lowered  and  tail  cocked  high  in  the  air,  rushing 
madly  to  .vard  her.  The  fello  w  called  out  to  warn 
her  of  the  approaching  danger,  but  she  just  glanced 
at  the  b  ill  and  the  a  went  on  milking,  calmly.  Still 
the  inl'uriated  animal  rashed  toward  the  dauntless 
maiden,  and  then,  when  it  was  almost  upon  her,  it 
stopped  dead  short,  gave  a  loud  bellow  and  galloped 
away  a^ain  to  the  farther  side  of  the  meadow.  The 
man  now  ventured  to  ask  the  girl  how  she  knew  the 
bill  wo  lid  not  touch  her.  "Oh,"  was  the  gentle 
reply,  "  this  cow's  his  mother-in-law."  —  Home 
Herald. 


Why  Advertise  ? 

•■  When  I  was  a  boy  "  1  often  came  across  a  man 
who  sold  "any  article  on  the  board  a  penny!" 
One  of  the  "penn'orths"  was  what  he  called  a 
"  Save-All  "  !  By  means  of  this  contrivance  pieces 
of  candle,  instead  of  being  left  in  the  candlestick 
to  melt  away,  were  placed  on  a  piece  of  wire  above 
tlie  top  of  the  cand'estick  and  allowed  to  burn  to 
the  bitter  end.  Why  they  were  called  "  Save- Alls  " 
I  never  knew.  The  itinerant  vendor  advertised 
them,  and  they  sold. 

+  *  *  * 

To  prove  that  the  game  is  "worth' the  candle," 
I  will  quote  an  instance  :  Mr.  J.  Gillett,  Fisliing  Rod 
and  Tackle  Manufacturer,  of  40.  Fetter-lane,  B.C., 
advertised  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  a  few  weeks — 
"  A  Novelty  :  Angler's  Watch  Chain  made  entirely 
of  German  Silver  Swivels.  A  pretty  and  useful 
chain.  Price,  2s.  each. "  This  was  the  result : 
"  Advertising  Manager,  Fishing  Gazette.  Please  find 
new  copy  for  our  advertisement,  as  we  have  sold 
every  chain  we  had  in  stock.  I  even  sold  the  one 
attached  to  my  watch.  We  hope  to  have  a  fresh 
supply  in  a  week  or  so."    [Vei-b.  sap.  !]  ^ 


Very  Natural  History. 

Fob  some  considerable  time  Scraps  has  been 
giving  its  readers  illustrations  and  descriptions  of 
various  "animals" — and  others.  The  illustration 
here  reproduced  (by  permission  of  Messrs.  Hender- 
son) is  entitled :  — 

"  The  Angler  (Piscatoris  Fatientus)  " — 

and  is  defined  thusly  : — 

"This  is  .'one  of  the  most  difficult  animals  to 
classify ;  in  some  characteristics  it  seems  like  the 
journalist,  related  to  the  Lyre  Bird ;  in  others  it  is 
more  akin  to  the  Sloth.    It  is  certainly  amphibious, 


invariably  being  fo  ind  along  the  banks  of  rivers 
a"d  canals.  In  ra'ny  weather  it  will  sit  for  hours 
without  moving  a  muscle.  Although  known  as  an 
angler,  it  is  rarely  seen  to  catch  fish ;  at  least,  it 
never  seems  to  possess  any,  although  it  has  been 
known  to  frequently  say  that  it  has  '  just  thrown 
one  back  again  because  it  wasn't  large  enough.' 
Scientists  ha\  e  certainly  not  yet  discovered  all  the 
habits  of  this  curious  creature ;  for  instance,  when 
discovered  it  is  usually  accompanied  by  a  large  jar, 
containing  either  beer,  whisky,  or  alcoholic  beverage 
of  some  sort.  As  it  is  not  bait,  what  can  this  be 
used  for  ?  Definite  data  on  this  and  other  points 
are  greatly  needed  by  nature  students." 


' '  More  Music  for  the  Ladies. " 

That  was  last  week's  prophecy,  when  I  said 
tliat  Mr.  G.  H.  Green  had  the  musical  arrangements 
in  hand  for  the  "  Ladies'  Night"  at  the  City  of 
London  Piscatorial  Society.  A  full  account  appears 
on  another  page,  but  I  cannot  refrain  from  saying 
that  it  was  one  of  the  most  enjoyable  evenings 
ever  spent  in  the  history  of  the  society.  The  large 
room  (recently  decorated  in  white  and  gold)  was 
full  to  overflowing.  The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr. 
G.  W.  Thompson,  and  consequently  everything 
went  with  "  a  swing."  Another  concert  is  being 
organi5ed  by  Mr.  Merritt,  when,  if  possible,  he 
will  outvie  Mr.  G.  H.  Green. 


A  Harmful  Plant. 

The  D.:iilsclie  FitK-licrei-Zei'ung  w  arns  fisli-bi'eedurt; 
against  the  diingers  caused  by  two  very  common 
plants  that  are  generally  to  be  found  on  the  banks 
of  streams,  the  bur- marigold  and  trifid  bur-marigold. 
In  the  early  autumn  the  seeds  of  these  plants,  which 
are  oblong  in  form,  and  terminate  in  a  number  of 
stiff  bristles,  each  of  which  is  thickly  set  with  minute 
points  which  are  turned  back  like  the  barbs  of 
arrows,  frequently  fall  into  the  water  and  float  down 
stream.  A  number  of  fiy  were  placed  in  a  pond  in 
the  Rhone  district,  the  banks  of  which  were  densely 
covered  with  these  bur-marigolds,  and  many  of 
them  were  found  with  the  bristles  firmly  fixed  in 
their  mouths  in  such  a  way  as  to  prevent  them  from 
eating.  In  some  instances  a  fungoid  growth  had 
attacked  the  mouths  of  the  fish  where  they  had 
been  pierced  by  the  bristles. 


B.\Rber  :  "  Razor  all  right,  sir  ?  "  Customer  : 
"  All  right  V  Why,  if  you  hadn't  mentioned  it,  I 
shouldn't  have  kn<iwn  there  was  a  razor  on  my 
face."  Barber  :  "  Thank  you,  sir."  Customer  : 
"  No,  I  thought  you  were  using  a  file  ! 


Trouble  for  the  Editor. 

"  I  can't  keep  the  visitors  from  coming  up,"  said 
the  office  boy  de'ectedly.  "  When  I  say  you're  out 
they  don't  ijelieve  me.  They  say  they  must  see 
you."  "Well,"  said  the  editor,  "jvist  tell  them 
that's  what  they  all  say.  I  don't  care  if  you  check 
them,  but  I  must  have  quietness."  That  afternoon 
there  called  at  the  office  a  lady  with  hard  features 
and  an  acid  expre  sion.  She  wanted  to  see  the 
editor,  and  the  boy  assured  her  that  it  was  im- 
possible. "  But  I  must  see  him !  "  she  protested. 
"I'm  his  wife!"  "That's  what  they  all  say,''' 
replied  the  boy.  That  is  why  there  is  a  new  boy 
wanted  there. — Catholic  Tribune. 


The  Southern  parson  met  a  negro  toiler  who  had 
just  been  blessed  by  the  arrival  of  his  sixteenth 
child.  "  What  is  the  name  of  your  new  baby  ?  " 
inquired  the  parson.  "  Judas  'Scariot,  sah,"  said 
Rastus.  The  divine  was  horrified,  and  said-  so. 
"  Why,"  answered  Rastus,  "  it's  a  Bible  name,  an' 
mos'  'propriate."  "  I  don't  see  it,"  said  the  parson. 
"  Well,  sah,"  answered  Rastus,  "  de  good  Book 
said  it  would  be  better  for  him  if  he  had  never  been 
horned,  an'  it's  de  bery  same  wi'  dis  here  child,  for 
shuah  !  " 


Oe  modern  philosophy 
Here  is  a  peep  : 

Beauty  is  oftentimes 
Only  clothes  deep. 


"  What  frauds  men  are  !  The  other  day  a  blind 
man  said  to  me,  '  Please  give  me  a  penny,  beautiful 
lady.'  "  "  Yes,  he  said  that  to  make  you  think  he 
was  really  blind." 


The  Water-Rat  as  Poacher. 

An  instance  is  quoted  by  the  Deutsche  Fischerei- 
C'orrespondenz  of  fish  being  caught  and  eaten  by 
water-rats.  On  passing  a  fish-pond  near  Falkenberg 
a  man  noticed  a  rat  with  a  live  fish  struggling  in  its 
mouth  disappear  down  a  hole.  On  exploring  this 
hole  with  a  stick  about  thirty  carp  of  from  |lb.  to 
1  lb.  (some  of  them  still  alive)  were  recovered.  Next 
day  the  hole  was  dug  out  and  the  rat  killed.  His 
total  winter  store  of  fish  amounted  to  about  401b. 
in  weight. 

*  *  *  * 

A  correspondent  of  the  Deutsche  Fischcrci-Zeitung, 
referring  to  this  incident,  describes  the  death  of  a 
21b.  barbel  witnessed  by  him  while  fishing  in  the 
River  Saar,  which  was  set  upon  by  three  water-rats 
and  killed  and  eaten  after  a  prolonged  struggle. 
Some  weeks  before,  while  fishing  in  the  same  river, 
he  had  caught  a  31b.  eel,  cut  off  its  head  and  placed 
it  in  the  bottom  of  the  landing-net,  which  he  then 
immersed  in  the  water  to  keep  it  fresh.  When  he 
came  to  go  home,  he  found  that  the  rats  had 
gnawed  through  the  meshes  of  the  net  and  carried 
off  hi;  eel. 


A  LADY  gave  her  country  housemaid  a  theatre 
ticket  the  otlier  evening,  and  next  morning  in- 
quired if  she  had  used  it.  "  Oh,  yes,"  was  the  reply, 
"  I  went  to  the  theatre  and  sat  there  for  a  while  till 
a  curtain  went  up,  and  some  ladies  and  gentlemen 
began  talking  together,  but  as  it  was  on  family 
matters  I  felt  I  was  intruding,  so  I  just  came  home." 


When  a  man's  wife  asks  him  how  a  long  word  is 
spelled,  he  ought  always  to  answer  promptly,  even 
if  he  doesn't  know.  Dragnet. 
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^ofcs  from  t^:)c  ^ovif). 

The  season  approaches,  and  Tam  must  fish — to 
take  lliberties  with  Burns.  Another  three  weeks 
and  we  shall  be  in  the  thick  of  the  Scotch  salmon 
season. 


Both  anglers  and  netters  will  then  be  doing  their 
best  to  lure  the  wily  denizens  of  the  deep,  for  some 
himdred  netting  stations  open  on  or  about  the 
eleventh. 

I  am  going  up  Donside  daily  just  now,  and  occa- 
sionally do  an  afternoon's  walk  from  Kintore  to 
Inverurie  or  vice  versa,  and  the  number  of  dead  fish 
to  be  met  with  is  incredible.  Of  course,  the  watchers 
are  doing  their  best  to  haul  them  out,  but  that 
is  all. 


The  kelt  is  always  with  us,  but  owing  to  the  fine 
open  winter  the  pest  will  be  reduced  to  a  minimum. 


The  Crieff  Angling  Club  had  their  annual  festival 
in  the  Star  Hotel,  Crieff.  Mr.  William  Pickard,  V.P., 
presided,  and  distributed  the  prizes.  A  very  happy 
evening  was  afterwards  put  in,  and  arrangements 
made  for  the  coming  year. 


A  band  of  farm  hands  were  at  Aberdeen  sent  to 
prison  for  thirty  days,  without  the  option  of  a  fine, 
for  maltreating  a  gamekeeper  who  tried  to  arrest 
them. 


Angling  waters  on  the  Dee  are  always  at  a 
premium,  but  on  the  Don,  Deveron,  Findhorn, 
Lossie,  Spey,  etc.,  not  forgetting  the  prince  of  sea- 
trout  streams,  angling  can  always  be  had  at  from 
Is.  6d.  to  5s.  per  day. 

The  Shin,  although  far  north,  is  free  as  far  as  the 
3Stuary  is  concerned,  and  an  occasional  salmon  is 
jften  got  there. 


AVorking  from  Bonar  Bridge  there  is  an  excellent 
lotel  and  plenty  of  private  lodgings. 


Wireless  telegraphy  has  now  been  estabUshed 
setween  the  mainland  and  Shetland,  and  will  remain 
n  operation  till  the  cable  is  mended,  which  will  take 
nonths. 


Mr.  James  Rennie  and  a  few  other  enthusiasts 
jommenced  the  flounder  season  at  Donmouth  last 
veek,  and  the  first  day  oat  had  over  Icwt.  of  fine 
ish,  some  of  them  21b.  in  weight.  The  bait  is 
lerring.  Special  Scotch. 


LARGE  KUN  OF  SALMON  IN 
THE  ANNAN. 


These  was  a  remarkably  fine  run  of  salmon  to 
he  River  Annan  on  Jan.  18  and  19.  On  Jan.  17 
he  melting  of  the  snow  on  the  Moffat  hills  and 
he  deluge  of  rain  which  fell  afterwards  caused  the 
iver  to  rise  in  heavy  flood,  and  part  of  the  upper 
lolms  lying  by  the  banks  of  the  river  were 
ubmerged.  When  the  spate  began  to  subside, 
arge  numbers  of  salmon  began  to  ascend  the  river, 
nd  their  ascent  over  the  cauld  at  Annan  Bridge 
fas  watched  with  much  interest.  While  many  of 
he  salmon  weighed  apparently  between  201b.  and 
01b. — and  locally  named  "  grey  salmon  " — a  con- 
iderable  number  were  small  spring  fish  of  between 
lb.  and  121b.  It  has  often  been  demonstrated  that 
he  Annan  is  the  latest  of  all  the  Solway  rivers  in 
etting  its  backend  migration  of  salmon,  while,  on 
he  other  hand,  it  is  undoubtedly  an  early  river  for 
pring  fish.  Few  of  the  latter,  however,  ascend 
lie  Annan,  and  when  angling  opens  it  is  not  much 
ood  for  the  rods  to  try  lor  these  fish. 

Many  old  anglers,  who  have  given  attention  to 
tie  sprmg  migration,  hold  the  opinion  that  the 
rey  salmon  do  not  remain  any  length  of  time  in 
le  fresh  water,  but  return  to  the  sea  after  cleansing 
lemselves  of  the  sea  parasite.  It  has  been  asked 
Why  do  they  ascend  the  river  if  it  is  not  for  this 
urpose,  because  they  have  no  spawn  to  deposit  f  " 
bis  thought  that  these  "  grey  fish  "  are  the  early 
utumn  salmon  that  ascend  towards  the  latter  end 
f  August  and  the  beginning  of  September,  and 
3awn  m  November  and  December.  There  have 
sen  a  very  considerable  number  of  salmon  running 
5  the  Annan  since  Cliristmas. 

There  has  been  no  disease  observable  this  winter 
1  this  river  and  it  is  many  years  since  the  stream 
as  had  such  a  clean  bill  of  health.  ,The  prospects 
)r  the  rods  are  f  au-ly  promising  up  to  this  date,  i  , 

Heatherbell,'^  I 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
'•A  Reader." — Write  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Manchester  Anglers'  Association,  Manchester,  for 
the  information  you  require. 


Xetters  to  the  EMtor. 

iWe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

INKY  BOY  AND  THE  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Dear  Sir, — T  regret  that  the  correspondence 
about  the  Inky  Boy  fly,  which  was  a  matter  of 
general  interest  to  salmon  fishers,  appears  to  be 
degenerating  into  a  personal  controversy  between 
myself  and  you,  which  is  neither  a  matter  of  general 
interest  nor,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  of  any 
interest  whatever.  No  blame  can  be  attached  to 
me  for  this  misfortune.  All  the  letters  I  have 
written  have  been  gratuitous,  and  have  contained 
no  sign  of  reflection  on  you.  It  is  true  that  I  was 
anxious  to  show  you  that  I  was  not  unmindful  of  a 
remark  you  made  not  long  since,  which  resulted  in 
the  sale  of  two  of  my  books,  and  I  said  so  in  a 
private  communication,  but  I  said  nothing  what- 
ever about  your  1895  review  of  my  book.  To  my 
astonishment,  you  converted  this  commimication 
into  sometliing  quite  different,  for  in  your  issue  of 
Dec.  21  you  said  that  you  remembered  "writing  a 
chaffing  review  in  verse  of  Mr.  Kelson's  great 
book  ...  in  1895."  Also  that  "I  was  reminded  of 
it  by  a  note  I  had  from  Mr.  Kelson  the  other  day, 
in  which  he  said,  '  I  never  read  your  review  of  my 
book,  but  it  sold  the  edition.'  " 

A-a-tischu  !  Excuse  me.  But  is  not  this  drawing 
the  long  bow  with  a  vengeance  ?  Is  it  not  (to 
adopt  your  own  phraseology)  "  puristic  bunkum"  ? 
Yet,  compared  to  other  frailties,  it  is  a  mere 
nothing,  as  we  shall  see. 

Having  reached  the  age  allotted  to  man  by 
the  Psalmist,  and  having  devoted  many  more 
years  to  salmon  fly-fishing  than  you  have  to  writing 
about  it,  I  have  no  wish  to  see  the  calm  current  of 
my  declining  years  muddied  by  a  spate  of  whirling 
words.  In  such  conditions  no  one  will  get  a  "rise  " 
out  of  me. 

You  state  in  your  edition  of  Jan.  4  that  I  claim 
to  be  the  pioneer  of  the  system  of  making  "  mixed 
wings,"  and  that  you  pointed  out  that  they  were  in 
general  use  before  I  was  born. 

My  system  of  making  these  wings  was  so  very 
different  from  the  old  that  it  may  almost  be  regarded 
as  completely  new.  The  old  ones  consisted  of  a 
number  of  strips  containing  several  fibres  of  all  the 
different  feathers  selected.  These  were  tied  to  the 
hook  one  by  one,  with  the  usual  consequence  that 
extra  large  heads  were  very  general  (we  all  know 
the  mischief  of  large  heads).  Mine  consisted  of 
separate  fibres  taken  from  many  different  feathers, 
and  these  were  formed  into  right  and  left  packets 
for  the  right  and  left  wing.  Both  these  packets 
were  spread  out  into  a  thin  layer — "bunching" 
being  avoided  as  much  as  possible.  Then  one  lot 
was  put  against  the  other,  backs  to  backs,  and  all 
the  fibres  were  then  regulated  so  that  they  should 
gradually  extend  from  the  lower  to  the  upper  ones. 
The  whole  packet  was  then  ready  to  tie  on  the 
hook  with  a  very  few  turns  of  silk,  thus  forming  the 
smallest  of  small  heads.  The  general  effect  of  this 
arrangement  was  somewhat  remarkable.  It  toned 
down  the  fly.  It  deprived  the  fly  of  its  staring 
qualities,  and  this  paid  us  over  and  over  again  in 
those  very  times  when  the  scheme  was  thought  out 
and  adopted. 

This  class  of  fly  quickly  became  popular  on  most 
of  our  rivers,  and  I  had  piles  of  letters,  not  only 
from  my  friends,  but  from  many  men  whom  I  did 
not  even  know  by  name,  stating  the  great  advantage 
they  had  derived  from  this  new  style  of  winging 
their  flies.  " 

The  makers  of  Everton  Toffee,  Sir,  would  probably 
admit  that  the  prehistoric  man  in  his  cave  may  have 
made  a  rude  sort  of  stuff  which  he  called  toffee,  but 
they  will  entirely  decline  to  credit  it  with  the  seduc- 
tive charms  of  their  own  particular  mixture. 

In  the  same  edition,  Jan.  4,  you  state  that  I 
claimed  to  have  introduced  the  method  of  striking 
from  the  winch,  and  that  you  proved  that  it  was 
described  and  recommended  by  others  before  I 
claimed  it. 

I  should  really  be  interested  to  see  the  date  and 
nature  of  your  proof.  In  the  late  sixties  I  often 
carried  three  winches  set  at  different  strengths. 
This  caused  loss  of  time  and  considerable  inconve- 
nience when  I  left  slow  water  and  came  to  fast.  I 
was  not  long  in  tliinking  out  a  method  of  setting 
the  winch  at  different  strengths  by  a  certain  external 
application.  I  consulted  the  Strand  firm  and  told 
them  my  views  on  this  point,  and  Charles  Farlow's 
first  letter  to  roe  on  the  subject  is  dated  1875.  This 


I  believe  is  before  the  Fishing  GazeUe  camo  into 
existence.  I  explained  that  an  inner  disc  could  be 
so  controlled  as  to  loosen  or  tighten  the  winch  at 
will.  Farlow  adopted  my  suggestions,  and  acting 
on  my  ideas  gave  me  a  winch  that  answered  the 
purpose,  but  only  to  a  certain  extent.  This  winch 
I  sub  e(|uently  improved  upon,  and  this  improved 
winch  is  practically  the  same  as  Farlow  advertises 
in  "The  Salmon  Fly"  as  the  "Kelson"  Patent 
Silent  Aluminium  Salmon  Winch. 

What  proof,  let  me  ask,  have  you  adduced  as  to 
the  existence  of  a  winch  of  this  character  previous 
to  the  date  I  mention  ? 

You  also  say  in  the  same  number  (Jan.  4):  "In 
other  matters  Mr.  Kelson's  claims  will  not  bear 
investigation." 

When  translated  into  the  vernacular  this  sounds 
like  :  "  Mr.  Kelson  is  a  bit  of  a  promiscuous  liar  and 
braggart,  but  I  have  not  time  or  space  vacant  at 
this  present  moment  available  for  pillorying  him  in 
detail." 

As  the  accusation  is  so  extremely  vague,  perhaps 
I  may  be  excused  from  providing  an  answer  to  it. 

You  say  in  your  issue  of  Jan.  18  that  some  of  the 
flies  I  claim  to  have  invented  or  named  were  not 
invented  or  named  by  me.  I  am  not  conscious  of 
having  done  any  such  thing ;  but  if  you  think  it  a 
matter  of  moment,  and  will  specify  one  or  more  by 
name,  I  will  do  my  best  to  answer  this  charge,  which 
smacks  of  the  same  vagueness  as  the  previous  one. 

In  fine,  my  dear  Mr.  Marston,  about  what  are  we 
quarrelling  ?  I  have  devoted  a  large  portion  of  a 
long  life  to  studying  the  problems  of  fly  fishing  for 
salmon,  not  without  success,  as  I  can  call  upon  you 
to  witness. 

If  many  fly  fishermen  have  made  bigger  bags  by 
adherence  to  my  suggestions  (and  I  have  had  sacks 
full  of  letters  to  prove  this)  I  have  done  all  that  I 
require.  What,  let  me  ask  in  earnest,  do  I  care 
about  my  claims  ?    Not  one  tinker's  execration. 

In  my  eyes  the  interests  of  sport  are  paramount, 
and  if  it  amuses  you  or  your  readers  to  fill  this  aged 
carcase  with  the  arrows  of  satire,  pray  do  so.  Only 
remember  that  the  ancient  Persians  taught  their 
sons,  not  only  to  use  the  bow  (was  it  the  long  bow  ?), 
but  also  to  speak  the  truth. — Yours  amicably, 

Geo.  M.  Kelson. 

[As  usual,  Mr.  Kelson  gives  us  a  long  epistle  con- 
taining no  answer  to  criticisms,  but  it  will  be  waste 
of  space  to  devote  any  more  to  this  subject. — Ed.] 


WON'T  BE  HAPPY  TILL  HE  GETS  IT. 

Dear  Mr.  Editor, — I  cannot  help  thinking  after 
reading  Mr.  Kelson's  letter  about  "Inky  Boy"  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  4  that  if  Mr.  Hardy 
had  been  writing  as  much  as  Mr.  Kelson  about  each 
one  of  the  flies  whose  description  is  given  in  his 
last  book,  "  Salmon  Fishing,"  the  said  book  would 
be  quite  as  important  as  the  complete  collection  of 
the  Field.  Mr.  Hardy  gives  the  exact  description 
of  over  three  hundred  flies  in  a  few  pages,  and  Mr. 
Kelson,  in  a  great  many  more  pages,   has  not 

yet  given  the  exact  description  of  one  fly  only  

Inky  Boy. 

True  it  is  that  Mr.  Kelson  in  his  last  letter  says 
that  his  friends  have  been  able  to  understand  him 
perfectly,  but  that  does  not  matter.  Surely  Mr. 
Kelson  has  a  great  many  friends,  but  in  the  world 
at  large  there  are  surely  many  more  fishermen  who 
are,  like  me,  not  yet  initiated,  not  yet  acquainted, 
not  yet  friends  of  Mr.  Kelson.  These  are,  like  me, 
"  uninitiated,"  and  I  em-y  the  initiated. 

Seeing  how  difficult  it  is  to  obtain  one  simple  but 
accurate  description  of  this  fly,  I  even  begin  to 
think  that  it  has  not  yet  hatched  out  com- 
pletely, it  is  not  yet  invented,  because  if  it  was  it 
would  be  shorter  and  easier  to  describe  it  exactly 
than  to  say  so  many  things,  none  of  them  exactly 
to  the  point. 

Surely  the  name  of  the  i\y  is  found  out — Inky  Boy. 

The  object  of  the  fly  is  also  foimd  out — it  is 
meant  to  catch  salmon  in  a  sportsmemlike  way 
when  they  will  not  take  anything,  but  for  the  rest 
it  is  all  " foggy." 

Fog  about  the  body — "  thick  black  horsehair 
closely  coiled,"  but  we  cannot  find  out  if  one  horse- 
hair only  must  be  used,  or  two,  or  three  or  more 
twisted  together.    That  Jlr.  Kelson  will  not  tell. 

Fog  about  the  colour — it  may  be  red,  or  blue,  or 
green,  or  yellow,  or  I  do  not  know  what,  according 
to  the  river  and  the  state  of  the  water  to  be  fished. 
That  comes  very  nearly  to  saying.  Pick  up  the  proper 
fly  out  of  the  whole  lot  of  Mr.  Hardy's  book. 

Fog  about  the  size  of  the  fly,  as  we  never  heard 
anything  about  it. 

And  "  topping  over  all."  We  must  tie  it  "  exactly," 
and  with  great  care,  as  we  are  told  to.  because  the 
sUghtest  alteration  will  turn  out  a  wonderful  fl5' 
into  a  useless  bunch  of  feathers. 

Then,  in  despair,  we  blow  the  foghorn  to  ask  for 
more  information,  and  it  is  of  no  use,  and  if  we 
near  the  nest^of  Inky  Jioy  and  try  to  make  him  show 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


January  25,  1908 


The  Only 

Effective 

INSECT 
REPELLER 


lich    Is     NOT  CREASY, 
ION-POISONOUS.  PERFECTLY 
IRMLESS,    EASILY  APPLIED, 
pleasant  and  refl-eshlng  to  use. 


Prepared  by 

FRANK  A.  ROGERS,  327,  Oxford  St.,  W. 


TROUT  FISHING 

WANTED 

For  Sprins  and  for  Siimmer  months,  lOnS.  Short 
train  journey  from  London,  with  hotel  or  otlier 
accommodation  available  for  occasional  use  near 
hy.  Short  length  of  Trout  Kiver,  or  rights  on 
Pond  or  Lake. — Write,  giving  particulars  of  price, 
train  service,  available  accommodation,  and 
nature  of  fishing  some  indication  of  average 
size,  and  numbers  taken  .  Address  "  M.  \V." 
c/o  Streets,  3U.  Cornliill,  E.C. 

KENNET  VALLEY 
FISHERIES, 

HUNGERFORD,  BERKS. 

Brown,  Loch  Leven,  Rainbow 
Trout,  Grayling,  &c. 

Sporting  strains  for  stocking ;  all  sizes  and 
prices. — Send  for  list  to  the  Manages. 
Telegraphic  Address:  "Fisheries,  Hungerford." 

RIGMADEN  FISHERY 

KIRKBY  LONSDALE. 


FOR  SALE 

YEARLING,  2-YEAR-OLD,  and  Older 

RAINBOW  TROUT, 

For  Prices  apply— .J.  K.  Robinson,  Rigmaden 
Estate  Office,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 


EARL  OF  DENBIGH'S 
FISJIERIES. 

P»EI?CH. — A  large  quantity  FOR 
SALE.    Immediate  delivery.    21/-  per 
100;  £9  per  1000. 

Address,    The    Manager,    Eabl  of 
Denbigh's  Fisheries,  Holywell. 

BRIMPTGN  FISHERY 

Mr.  READIMO. 

I  am  now  booking  orders  for  Brown 
and  Rainbow  Trout,  of  all  sizes.  My 
large  Fish  are  reared  in  a  screened 
■  tream,  and  feed  on  my  floating  fish 
food,  thus  producing  wild  and  free-rising 
fish.    Write  for  List — 

P.  GASCOIGNE  FREEMAN. 


ANGLING 


BURE 
CAM 

CHELIHER 
CROUCH 

SEA 


ON  THE  RIVERS 

LEA  STORT 
NENE  STOUR 
ORWELL  WAYENEY 
OUSE  WELLAND 

FISHING 

ON  THE 

EAST  COAST. 

CHEAP  WEEK-END  TICKETS  ARE 
ISSUED   EVERY  SATURDAY 

to  Stations  serving  the  above  and  other 

Fishing  Resorts. 
For  full  particulars  write  to  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Line,  Liverpool  St.  Station, 
London,  E.C. 


IVi;.  BARNES, 

Fishing  Tackle  Maker  and  Gut  Importer. 

1,  ST.  SWITHIN'S  SQUARE,  LINCOLN. 

Sole  Maker  of  the  Celebrated  "LINDUM" 
Pure  Silk  8-Plait  Fishing  Lines,  which  are 
warranted  not  to  curl  or  kink. 
Roach      ...     Is.  M.  \     Per  100  yards. 
Barbel      ...     2s.  Od.  I  White  or  Neutral 
Pike         ...     3s.  6d.  I  Green, 
Salmon     ...     is.  6d.  j       on  Boards. 
Also  Maker  of  Flax,  Linen,  "Albion"  and 
"Oastle"  Lines.    Rods,  Reels,  Tackle,  &c.  Best 
trout  Flies,  9d.  per  dozen. 
Gold  Medals ;  Paris  and  Lincoln.  Wkolesale, 
Retail,  and  for  Export. 


On  THE  Borders  of  the  NEW  FOREST. 
TO   BE  LET, 

A  Charming  Old-fashioned 
Residence. 

Walled-in  garden,  well  stocked  with  ft-uit  trees 
glasshouses  ;  picturesiiue  grounds  and  paddock  ; 
tennis  lawn,  ifcc.  Small  stream  running  through 
garden.   Three  miles  of  first-rate 

SALMON  and  COARSE  FISHING 

in  River  Avon,  within  i  mile.  HUNTING  iu 
vicinity  witli  two  packs  foxhounds,  staghounds, 
and  beagles.  Polo  and  three  good  golf  links  near. 
Yacht  anchorage  within  easy  reach.  Accommo- 
dation :  three  good  reception  rooms,  eight  bed- 
rooms, bathroom,  kitchen,  butler's  room,  &c. 
Good  stabling  and  coachhouse,  piggeries,  fowl- 
house,  etc.  Detached  gardener's  cottage. — 
Further  particulars  from  Cecil  Sutton,  Estate 
Office,  Brokenhurst. 


WANTED 

in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cirencester  or 
Bibury, 

A  Mile  or  so  of 

GOOD  TROUT  FISHING. 

Address — 

"  S.  S.  M.,"  at  2,  RowcROFT,  Stroud, 
Gloucestershire. 


TROUT  FISHING, 

LONGPARISH,  HANTS. 
TO  LET, 

THE  DIFFORD  BRIDGE  WATER, 

about  half  a  mile,  both  banks. — Apply  to 
FAREBROTHER,  ELLIS  &  CO., 
29,  Fleet  Street,  London,  E.C. 


LONDON  THEATRES. 

DRURY  LANE  THEATRE  ROYAL. 
Managing  Director,  Arthur  Collins.  — 
Every  Day,  at  1.30  and  7.30,  THE  BABES  IN 
I'HE  'WOOD.  Messrs.  Walter  Passmore,  Harry 
Fragson,  Neil  Kenyon,  Lennox  Pawie,  Harrison 
Brockbank,  .Johnny  Danvers,  Arthur  Conquest  ; 
Mdmes.  Agnes  Eraser,  Madge  "Vincent,  Meredith 
ileredro,  Florence  Warde,  and  Marie  George. 


HAYMARKET  T  H  E  A  T  R  E— (Lessee  and 
Manager,  Mr.  Frederick  Harrison). — 
THE  EDUCATION  OF  ELIZABETH,  a  Comedy 
in  four  acts,  by  Roy  Horniman,  every  Evening 
at  9.  Mr.  LOULS  CALVERT  in  THE  NELSON 
TOUCH,  at  8.30.  Matinees  every  Wednesday 
and  Saturday  at  2.30.  Reserved  seats  from 
2s.  6d.    Telephone  Gerrard  3344. 


THE  PLAYHODSE,  Northumberland  Avenue. 
—Every  Evening  at  9.  THE  O'GRINDLES. 
Bv  H.  V.  Esmond.  Cyril  Maude  and  Winifred 
Emery.Alfred  bishop,  Kennetli  Douglas,  Edmund 
Gwenn,  Alexandra  Carlisle.  Pollie  Emery,  <tc. 
Preceded  at  8.30  liy  FRENCH  AS  HE  IS  SPOKE. 
Matinee  Saturday  next  and  every  following 
Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  2.30.  All  seats 
can  be  booked. 


DALY'S  THEATRE.— Every  Evening  at  8.15 
THE  MERRY  WIDOW.  Messrs.  Robert 
Evett,  W.  H.  Berry,  Lennox  Pawle,  Gordon 
Cleather,  Fred  Kaye,  V.  O'Connor,  R.  Roberts, 
and  Joseph  Coyne  and  George  Graves  ;  Misses 
Elizabeth  Firth,  Gabrielle  Ray,  G.  Lester, 
Desmond,  Glyn,  Welch,  Dorabey,  Irving,  Le 
Grand,  Webster,  Munro,  and  Mis-  Lily  Elsie. 


LYCEUM  THEATRE.— Every  Day,  at  2  and 
7.30,  Grand  Pantomime,  ROBINSON 
CRUSOE.  Messrs.  John  E.  Coyle,  Brown  and 
Le  Clerq.  George  Brooks,  Espinosa,Chas.  Penrose ; 
Mesdames  Sybil  Arundale,  Dorothy  Craske, 
Ouida  Macdermot,  Espinosa,  Ethel  James. 


A DELPHI  THEATRE.— Every  Day  at  2  and 
7.30,  ALADDIN.  Mesdames  Millie  Legarde, 
Sarah  Vrubell,  Doris  Dean,  and  Happy  Fanny 
Fields ;  Messrs.  M.  R.  Morand,  Harry  Clatf,  and 
Malcolm  Scott. 


NEW  THEATRE.  —  Every  Evening,  at  8, 
THE  SCARLET  PIMPERNEL.  Fred 
Terry ;  Messrs.  J.  Carter  Edwards,  Horace 
Hodges,  Alfred  Keudrick,  Wigney  Percyval, 
Malcolm  Cherry,  D.  J.  Williams,  Frederick 
Groves,  Walter  Edwin,  E.  Pickering,  L.  Race 
Dunrobin  ;  Misses  Kathleen  Doyle,  Mary  Mac- 
kenzie, Claire  Pauncefort,  Marion  Sterling,  and 
Miss  Miriam  Lewis. 


ST.  JAMES'S  THEATRE,  King  Street,  Pall 
Mall.— Bvery  Evening,  at  8.40  sharp,  THE 
THIEF.  Mr.  George  Alexander  and  Miss  Irene 
Vanbrugh.  Mr.  .Sydney  Valentine,  Mi-.  E.  Lyall 
Swete,  Mr.  Reginald  Owen. 

PRINCE  OF  WALES'  THEATRET^lEvery 
Evening,  at  8,  MLSS  HOOK  OF  HOLLAND. 
Mr.  G.  P.  Huntley,  Mr.  Maurice  Farkoa,  Messrs. 
George  Barrett,  Herbert  Clayton,  W.  Pringle  ; 
Mesdames  Gracie  Leigh,  Eva  Kelly,  G.  Brogden, 
G.  Xvery,  Elsie  Spain. 


H.  JOHNSON,  Gut  Merchant. 

Send  1/.  foi-  3  SAMPLE  CASTS.  3  yards  each, 
tapered,  tine,  medium,  and  strong,  and  see 
Quality. 

BEST   SELECTED   DRAWN    GUT,  3,  4,  and  5x, 

13  in.,  2/6  ;  15  in.,  3/- ;  18  in.,  4/-  per  100. 
BEST  UNDRAWN  GUT,  2x,  fine,  16  in.,  2/6; 

18  in.,  3/- ;  20  in.,  3/6  per  100. 
GUT    CASTS,    FIRST    QUALITY,  1  yard,  1/4; 

2  yards,  2/6  ;  3  yards,  3/6  per  doz. 
BEST    SOLID    PLAITED    ROACH    LINES,  per 

100  yards,  1/6;  BARBEL.  2/-;  PIKE.  3/6. 
BEST    NOTTINGHAM    LOBS    AND    BAG,  3/4 

per  1,000.  THE  trade  .scpplied. 

155,  Waterway  Street,  Nottingham. 


ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY. 

Patron :  HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING. 

President— H.R.H.  The  Duke  of  Connaught,  K.C 


Thirty-Seventh  Season,  1907-1908. 

ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 

Thursday  Evening,  30th  Jan.,  1908. 

AT  8  O'CLOCK. 

STABAT  MATER 

STANFORD. 

(First  time  of  performance  by  Huh  Society) 
AND  SELKi'TIONS  FliOM 

ISRAEL   IN  EGYPT 

HANDEL. 

Madame   MARY  CONLY. 
Miss   PHYLLIS  LETT. 
Mr.   BEN  DAVIES. 
Mr.  DAN  PRICE. 
Mr.   HARRY  DEARTH. 

BAND  AND  CHORUS,  ONE  THOUSAND. 
Organist — Mr.  H.  L.  Balfour,  Mds.B. 
Conductor— Sir  FREDERICK  BRIDGE,  H.V.O. 

Doors  open  at  7  ;  commence  at  8  o'clock. 
Stalls,  7s.G(f.;  Arena, 6s. ;  Balcony,  Reserved,  5s.; 
Unieserved,  4s.  ;  Boxes  from  £1  lis.  6d.  to  £3  3s. 
Gallery  (Promenade),  One  Shilling.  Tickets  may 
be  had  of  the  usual  Agents,  and  at  the  Royal 
Albert  Hall. 


QUEEN'S  HALL. 

TBE  QUEEN'S  HALL  ORCHESTRA'S 

SYMPHONY  CONCERT. 

Sutiirday,  Feb.  1st,  1 90S,  at  3. 

Overture,  Egmont    Beethoven 

Prelude,  L'Apr&s-Midi  d'unFaune...  Debussy 
iCondncted  by  the.  0<yinpo»er.) 
{His  first  appearaitce  in  Enuland.) 
Concerto  in  A  minor  (Op.  33)  for 

Violoncello  and  Orchestra   Volkmann 

Prof.  Hugo  Becker. 
La  Mer  (Three  Symphonic  Sketches)  Debussy 

1.  De  1  Aube  Ji  Midi  sur  la  Mer. 

2.  Jeux  de  Vagues. 

3.  Dialogue  du  Vent  et  de  la  Mer. 

{First  performance  in  EnpJaud.) 
{Conducted  by  ilie  Cmnposer.) 
Symphony  No.  8,  in  B  minor  (Un- 
finished)  Schul)ert 


Solo  'ViolonoeUo,  Prof.  HUGO  BECKER. 
^„„j„„<.„„  f  M.  CLAUDE  DEBUSSY. 
Conductor,  [       HENRY  J.  WOOD. 


7s.  6d.,  5s.,  2s.  6d.,  usual  Agents;  Chappell's 
Box  Office,  Queen's  Hall ;  and  Queen's  Hall 
Orchestra,  Limited,  320,  Regent  Street,  W. 

ROBERT  NEWMAN.  Manager. 


LONDON  BALLAD  CONCERTS 

Forty-Second  Season. 

(Under  the  direction  of  Messrs.  Boosey  &  Co.) 

ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL, 

Fifth  Concert  of  the  Season. 

Saturday  Morning,  Feb.  15,  1908, 

At  2.45.     Doors  open  at  1.45. 
Hctistes : 

Miss  LOUISE  DALE  and  Miss  EDITH  EVANS. 
Miss  MAUD  WRIGHT  and  Miss  DILYS  JONES. 
Mr.  WALTER  HYDE  and  Mr.  GERALD  ALLEN. 
Mr.  HARRY  DEARTH  and 
Mr.  CAMPBELL  McINNES. 
Solo  Pianoforte:  Miss  IRENE  SCHARRER. 
Solo  Violin:  VECSEY. 
Accompanists  :  Mr.  SAMUEL  LIDDLE  and  Mr. 

F.   A.  SEWELL. 
Tickets ;  Amphitlieatre  Stalls,  6s.   Family  Ticket  (to 
admit  Four  to  Stalls),  21s.     Arena  (Reserved),  58. 
Unreserved  Seats,  3s.,  28.  and  Is.  Boxes,  £3  3s.,  £2  2s., 
and  £1 18. 

Tickets  at  the  Royal  Albert  Hall  Ticket  Office ;  Boosey 
&  Co.'s  London  BalLad  Concert  Office,  295,  Regent  St.,W, 
and  the  usual  Agents.   (Telephone  1608  Gerrard). 


Ang-lers  wishing:  to  obtain 
HOTEL,  INN,  or  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Dove  and  Izaak  'Walton  Country 

SHOULD  ADVERTLSE  IN 

The  Ashbourne  News  &  Dove  Valley  Record. 

■'  Wonted''  oflvts.,  ]8  icunls,       ;  30  uvrds,  18.,  preimUI. 

Address  :  News  Office,  Ashbourue. 


Cast  yoar  Eye  on  this!. 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
1  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES, 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 

WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powers 

— having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle, 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 

WHITE  BROTHERS, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 
 OMAOH,  IRELAND, 

FOR  SAUS. 

SALMON  FLIES.  A  Case  (Malloch's)  con- 
taining lOO.exceptionally  fine  and  varied  selection, 
for  Sale.  Cost  owner  (practical  angler  not  fishing 
this  year)  over  £20.  'Will  sacrifice  for  Ten 
Guineas.  Also  SALMON  and  TROUT  RODS 
—one  18  ft.,  by  Leonard's,  New  York,  cost 
Twenty  Guineas.  Others  by  Malloch,  Hardy,  &c. 
Exceptional  opportunity  for  gentleman  com- 
mencing.—Apply  (or  call)  Sportsman,  11,  Bond 
Court,  'Walln-ook,  E.C. 

The  Largest  Trout  Breeding  Establishment 
in  Germany 

(500  hectares  of  drainable  ponds,  water  of  100  h.p. 
flows  through  the  establishment),  offer>  at  a  very 
moderate  price 

BEST  RED  SPAWN  OF  RIVER  AND 
RAINBOW  TROUT 

from  naturally  kept  parent  fish.    Sent  against 
cash  on  delivery.— F.  and  K.  Ziemsen,  Viereg- 
genhof  bei  Wismar  in  Meckl. ,  Germany. 
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^AHIfLtb  Fisheries  Ex..  1906. 

PER  POST.  0'  Bootmakers,  Stores,  &c. 


Id.  to  1/6  PER  BOX. 

25,  Beak  Street,  W. 


DUBBIN 


THE  HALF-YEARLY  VOLUMES 

OP  the 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

Can  be  obtained  from  the  Publishers. 
Price  8s.  6ci. 


.  U  ^  y(ALMONpSHIN(i 

^  Instruction 

^^^^H  by  cI.d.HAROy 

HOW  TO  BE  .SUCCEj^FUL, 
Post  Free  \  HOW  TO  DRE5J  FLlEi, 
6'4     \  HOW  TO  U^E  THEM  / 

H^on/^fon  X  WILL  TEACH  YOU  / 

MUCH,  y 


Pears 


A  Soap  is  known  by  the 
company  it  keeps.  Pears* 
is  found  in  good  society 
everywhere. 

The  use  of  Pears*  Soap 
betokens  refinement. 

Scented,  or  not,  as  you  prefcf. 


January  25,  1908 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


71 


himself  a  little  more,  it  seems  that  there  is  a  hornet 
in  the  nest,  and  that  trespassers  will  be  prosecuted. 

Rqally,  Mr.  Kelson  has  told  too  much  and  not 
enough.  If  it  goes  on  like  that,  life  will  be  a  burden 
in  1908. 

\\  hy  talk  Latin  and  put  out  Querula  cruenta  if 
tliis  mysterious  being,  without  christian  name,  had 
nothing  whatever  to  do  in  the  business  ?  We  do 
not  talk  Latin  fluently  nowadays,  and  I  have  beer 
told  that  the  so-called  "savants"  are  sticking  to 
it  only  to  be  sure  not  to  be  understood.  Fancy  in 
an  ordinary  sporting  life  if  we  were  to  talk  Latin 
what  it  would  come  to  !  Imagine  the  face  of  a  good 
Scottish  stalker  if  I  were  asking  him  if  there  are 
any  Cervus  claphus,  var.  Scottica,  about.  He  would 
be  really  very  clever  to  answer  "  beast  "  to  such  a 
question,  and  even  my  friends  if  I  were  saying 
to  them  that  I  shot  a  few  "  Scolopax "  would 
hardly  understand  that  I  meant  snipe,  and  would 
rather  think  that  I  am  mad  and  boasting  of  having 
shot  the  sea-serpent.  If  I  must  apologise  for 
having  mistaken  Querula  cruenta  for  the  Indian 
crow,  I  might  possibly  do  it,  but  why  on  earth 
mix  us  up  in  a  name  made  like  a  cactus  just  to 
say  finally,  "You  know,  that  is  just  for  fun,  but 
it  has  nothing  to  do  here." 

Why  tell  us  so  many  things  about  what  is  not 
wanted,  and  not  say  what  is  wanted  to  tie  a  proper 
Inky  Boy  ?  Why  invite  me  to  go  to  the  French 
Natural  History  Museum  or  to  South  Kensington  ? 
Surely  Inky  Boy  is  not  there ;  the  tourocou-touraco 
question  has  been  settled  by  the  girls  at  Jacquet's 
establishment  for  good  and  ever,  anyhow  for  me, 
and  I  do  not  see  what  a  museum  has  to  do  in  the 
bargain. 

Why  tell  me  that  Inky  Boy  is  not  a  fly  to  be  used 
always,  anywhere,  and  in  any  case  ?  I  could  find 
that  out  myself,  and  Mr.  Kelson  may  be  sure  that, 
even  if  I  think  that  this  fly  of  his  may  be  good 
sometimes,  I  do  not  trust  him  to  such  an  extent 
that  I  would  ever  care  to  go  out  fishing  with  only 
an  Inky  Boy  in  my  fly-book.  I  have  no  such  faith 
in  him. 

Why  take  the  trouble  of  writing  to  me  the  address 
of  Farlow  ?  It  is  very  well  known,  very  easy  to 
find  out,  very  useless  to  write  over  and  over  again. 

Why  all  that  to  no  purpose,  instead  of  a  few 
words  of  explanation  to  my  questions :  About  the 
horsehair,  about  the  size  of  the  hook,  about  the 
gallina,  about  the  colour  of  the  fly.  They  ought 
not  be  difficult  to  answer  if  Mr.  Kelson  really  knows 
anything  of  the  fly  he  proposed  to  teach  us,  and  if 
he  does  not  then  he  must  go  back  to  the  starting 
point  of  an  inventor,  which  is  surely  something  like 
a  dream.  I  cannot  see  how  or  why  an  answer  to 
these  questions  is  so  difficult  to  get  that  one  must 
extract  them  out  Uke  so  many  teeth. 

Anyhow,  until  I  get  them  I  shall  feel  about  Inky 
Boy  like  the  Pears'  Soap  baby:  "Not  happy  till  I 
get  it." — Believe  me,  dear  Mr.  Editor,  yours  truly, 

VlSCOUlSrT  DE  PONCINS. 


WITH  "  THORNEYCROFT'S  HORSE." 

My  dear  Mabston, — Thank  you  for  your  kindly 
and  sympathetic  editorial  note_  concerning  my 
dear  son  Nicholas.  If  it  is  not  against  the  rules 
upon  which  the  old  Fishing  Gazette  is  managed,  I 
should  like  to  make  this  brief  statement  concerning 
my  boy.  His  career  was  that  of  thousands  of  the 
young  fellows  who  are  educated  at  one  or  other  of 
the  many  good  schools  in  our  midst.  He  was 
for  some  years  a  boarder  in  the  Junior  House, 
Brighton  College,  but  Mr.  Norton,  one  of  the 
masters,  had  won  the  boy's  admiration  as  an 
athlete  and  so  forth,  and  so  when  Mr.  Norton  left 
"the  college"  to  take  up  the  head  mastership  of 
the  King's  School,  Bruton,  Somerset,  my  son  begged 
me  to  allo\7  of  his  being  entered  as  a  pupil  at  Bruton, 
a  request  which  was,  of  course,  granted  at  once. 

He  was  a  slender  lad  then,  but  was  made  of  wire, 
with^a  love  of  cricket,  "footer,"  fives,  and  so 
forth,  which  only  grew  with  years.  His  career  at 
Bruton  was  honourable,  but  I  only  remember  him 
taking  one  prize,  namely,  French,  Set  II.,  Easter 
Examination,  1894.  The  handsome  volume  is 
beside  me  as  I  write,  "Tales  from  Shakespeare,"  by 
Charles  and  Mary  Lamb.  Before  he  left  Bruton  I 
had  a  most  gratifying  letter  from  the  Head  Master 
stating  that  he  had  just  won  the  match  for  fives, 
that  "he  thoroughly  deserved  to  win,"  which  he 
did  by  an  exhibition  of  dogged  pluck,  that  the 
victory  was  a  very  popular  one,  and  that  he  was 
carried  ofi  the  ground  on  the  shoulders  of  his 
comrades.  In  doing  so  he  created  a  record  for 
the  school  in  "  fives,"  as  he  had  been  champion 
three  times  in  succession.  In  the  final  tie  he  was 
pitted  against  one  of  the  prefects,  and  it  was  felt 
that  owing  to  his  being  heavily  handicapped  as 
winner  in  the  two  previous  years,  he  would  be 
too  fagged  to  have  a  chance.  The  game  started 
by  the  prefect  (the  elder  and  bigger  of  the  two) 
making  the  first  two  hits,  or  points. 


Right  well  do  I  remember  his  answer,  as  I  asked 
him  how  he  felt  when  he  saw  himself  on  the  verge  of 
defeat,  and  his  prompt  reply :  "I  made  up  my 
mind  that  he  wouldn't  get  another  shot — and  he 
never  did." 

He  elected  to  learn  to  be  a  banker,  as  an  old  friend 
of  mine  had  promised  him  a  good  opening  in  India, 
if  he  got  properly  equipped.  It  was  of  no  use  !  He 
was  "  a  square  peg  in  a  round  hole,"  and  he  wisely 
handed  in  his  resignation.  For  a  short  time  he  was 
at  Chester,  where  he  won  the  honours  in  lawn  tennis 
for  singles,  and  also  shared  them  in  "  the  doubles  " 
— "  Town  and  County."  Eventually  he  sailed  for 
Cape  Town  and  Bulawayo  on  Sept.  1,  1900.  Here 
he  did  not  remain  long,  going  even  further  up 
country,  where  he  joined  an  older  man  in  a  wood 
contract — his  partner  eventually  bolting  and  leaving 
him  when  helpless  with  malarial  fever,  taking  most 
of  their  profits  in  his  pocket.  He  was  thus  com- 
pelled to  make  a  fresh  start ;  which  he  did,  as 
soon  as  his  health  was  restored,  by  joining 
Thorneycroft's  Mounted  Infantry  as  a  volunteer. 
To  this  he  attributed  his  life,  as  on  two  occasions  he 
had  been  on  the  point  of  death  from  malarial  fever 
in  the  Memorial  Hospital,  Bulawayo.  The  change 
of  climate  alone  proved  enormously  beneficial,  and 
his  malarial  attacks  ceased  as  if  by  magic.  He  was 
in  this  s  plendid  corps  until  it  was  disbanded,  having 
done  eight  months'  service,  and  being  a  full  ser- 
geant in  that  short  time.  He  received  the  service 
medal  in  due  course.  As  they  were  largely  men  of 
education,  many  men  of  good  famiUes  serving  in 
the  ranks,  I  always  felt  that  he  had  been  a  very 
smart  soldier  to  have  been  promoted  so  rapidly.  I 
could  hardly  have  believed  it  to  be  otherwise,  since 
he  was  quick  to  learn,  active  and  hardy — wherever 
it  was  not  a  case  of  "Poring  over  miserable  books." 
On  the  breakup  of  the  war  he  enhsted  in  the  Cape 
Mounted  Police,  but  was  not  beaten  yet — not  he.  He 
wrote  to  me  from  Piquetberg  on  March  17,  1907,  stat- 
ing that  he  had  been  called  upon  to  appear  before 
the  Board  of  Examiners  at  Cape  Town,  seventeen 
candidates  being  selected  from  the  eighteen  divisions 
of  the  Cape  Mounted  Police  to  sit  for  their  examina- 
tion, only  two  of  whom  satisfied  the  Board  of 
Examiners,  he  being  one.  He  had  thus  succeeded 
in  recovering  his  position  unaided,  since  as  sub- 
inspector  he  had  joined  the  officers'  mess  with  a 
pay  (I  understood)  of  "£25  per  month  and  15s.  a 
day  all  the  time  an  officer  is  inspecting  his  stations." 

It  was  a  terrible  blow  to  me  when  the  intelligence 
was  cabled  home  that  he  had  died  suddenly;  all 
the  sorer  because  of  the  fact  that  he  wrote  me  a 
cheery,  manly,  sensible  letter  on  Dec.  1,  1907,  which 
I  opened  on  Dec.  26,  little  dreaming  that  he  had 
already  died  (on  Dec.  17)  and  had  been  buried  ! 

With  his  career  so  full  of  promise,  and  his  heart 
so  full  of  hope  and  courage,  one  can  hardly  realise 
what  his  most  imexpected  and  sudden  death  meant 
to  his  old  father. 

I  have  but  little  more  to  add.  He  grew  to  be  a 
fine,  straight,  handsome  young  fellow.  He  was  a 
fine  swimmer,  a  good  skater,  and  could  make  his 
hands  guard  his  head  creditably,  when  called  upon 
to  do  so.  He  had  but  little  opportumty  of  fishing, 
but  in  looking  back,  amongst  my  many  contribu- 
tions to  your  paper,  I  find  "  A  Day's  Pond  Fishing  " 
over  my  name  (no  date),  describing  a  day  spent  in 
Sussex  with  my  dear  boy,  in  very  unsuccessfully 
fishing  two  ponds.  Then  he  was  quite  keen  on  the 
capture  (with  the  rod)  of  mackerel  (one  year)  from 
the  West  Pier,  Brighton,  where  I  resided  for 
twenty-one  years,  so  that,  given  the  opportunity, 
he  would  have  been  also  a  keen  fisherman.  Just  as 
he  had  been  promoted  to  the  rank  of  sub-inspector, 
to  find  his  career  as  an  officer  ended  ere  it  had  well 
begun,  was  a  blow  as  severe  and  grievous  as  it  was 
unexpected. 

One  can  only  bow  the  head  to  the  Divine  Will  in 
submission. — I  am,  yours  truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 

[The  Fishing  Gazette  does  not  pretend  to  be  very 
conventional,  and  I  do  not  believe  any  of  our 
readers  will  object  to  this  little  story  of  a  promising 
young  soldier  cut  oft  so  suddenly.  To  have  been  in 
Thorneycroft's  Horse  is  in  itself  a  distinction,  as  it 
is  also  to  have  been  in  the  Cape  Mounted  Police. 
A  man  must  be  a  man  to  be  in  either  force.  I  may 
also  mention  that  he  got  his  Service  medal  for  the 
Boer  War. — Ed.] 


THE  DRY-FLY  PURIST, 
Dear  Sm, — In  your  issue  of  Jan.  1 1  you  called 
attention  to  several  gems  from  "  Dry-Flv  Fishino-  " 
by  "Red  QuUl." 

Here  is  another  (p.  53) : — "  It  is  no  doubt  a 
pleasure  and  some  advantage  for  an  amateur  to 
learn  to  tie  his  own  flies  in  an  artistic  manner,  as 
he  not  only  tries  to  copy  the  natural  ones  which 
he  meets  with  on  the  rivers  he  frequents,  but  he 
can  carry  out  his  own  fancies  and  inventions,  which, 
if  successful,  he  can  keep  secret  for  himself  "  !  The 
italics  are  mine. — Yours  truly,        Val  Conson. 


"NORWEGIAN  ANGLINGS." 
Dear  Sib, — Many  thanks  for  your  kindly  article 
in  regard  to  my  Norwegian  Angling  List,  and 
for  having  reviewed  it  so  fairly.  You,  however, 
hardly  thmk  that  my  remarks  as  to  the  good 
seasons  of  1902  and  1903  and  the  poor  wasons  of 

1904,  1905,  and  190C  qu,te  coincide  with  what  I 
.said  at  the  time.  If  you  refer  to  my  1906  book, 
you  will  observe  that  at  page  8  I  stated : — 

"1905  will  bo  long  remembered  amongst 
British  Norway-going  anglers  as  a  year  in  which 
the  expectations  were  raised  to  a  maximum 
height  with  a  minimum  result.  A  great  snow 
year  invariably  means  a  big  water  year,  but  for 
the  first  time  for  several  decades  the  i  est  of  the 
prophetic  adage — and  a  big  fiah  year — remained 
unfulfilled." 

I  go  on  to  comment  upon  the  scarcity  of  fish  in 

1905,  and  the  bitter  disappointment  to  many 
angler -i. — Yours  truly,  Jame.s  Dowell. 

Lumley  House. 


DID  NOT  HELP  TO  CATCH  THAT  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  notice  in  your  issue  of  Jan.  11  that 
the  name  of  one  of  Mr.  Angerson's  friends,  mentioned 
in  connection  with  the  capture  of  that  remarkable 
Wiltshire  pike,  is  stated  to  be  Mr.  S.  Fox.  As  I 
have  been  rather  often  associated  with  the  capture 
of  fairly  large  pike  in  that  county,  and  the  similarity 
of  name  and  initial  seems  to  have  caused  several  of 
my  friends  to  believe  that  I  was  the  angler  referred 
to,  I  would  like  to  say  that  I  know  nothing  of  the 
matter.— Yours  truly,  Shirley  Fox 

Flyfishers'  Club. 


WILL  THE  "Y.  AND  E."  AUTOMATIC  REEL 
DO  FOR  MAHSEER  ? 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  possibly  find  out  for  me 
whether  the  "  Y.  and  E."  reel  is  suitable  for  mahseer 
spinning  ?  From  extracts  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Nov.  2,  1907,  it  seems  doubtful  whether  the  reel  is 
made  big  enough  to  hold  the  requisite  amount  of  line. 
At  the  bottom  of  the  first  column,  page  348,  they 
say  :  "  Six  hundred  feet  of  line,  according  to  size  of 
reel,  they  are  using,"  and  at  the  end  of  column 
three  they  say:  "  '  Y.  and  E.'  reels  are  made  in 
two  sizes."  If  the  reel  has  a  brake,  the  tension  of 
which  is  easy  of  control  and  of  regulation,  it  would 
seem  to  be  just  the  reel  for  a  mahseer,  and  possibly 
a  shorter  line  might  be  used.  As  possibly  you  know, 
the  feature  of  the  play  of  a  large  mahseer  is  its 
first  great  rush,  which  nothing  can  stop  dead 
without  risk  of  a  smash,  but  which  should  be  ' 
capable  of  being  controlled  and  possibly  shortened 
by  a  brake  gradually  increasing  in  tension  as  the 
fish  tires. — Yours  truly,  R.  e_ 

Mhow,  Central  India. 

[I  do  not  think  the  "  Y.  and  E."  is  made  large 
enough  to  take  over  one  hundred  yards  of  the  line 
used  in  mahseer  fishing.  Has  anyone  used  the  reel 
for  salmon  fishing  ?  The  first  rush  of  a  mahseer 
is  like  the  first  rush  of  a  salmon — if  the  line 
does  not  run  it  must  smash.  Will  an  automatic 
reel  wind  in  fifty  yards  at  least  ?  If  not,  it  is  no 
good  for  salmon  or  mahseer.  I  have  often  found 
a  salmon  take  out  over  fifty  yards. — Ed. J  ^ 


THE  NEW  FISH  GALLERY  4T 
SOUTH  KENSINGTON. 

Dear  Sir, — The  extension  of  this  gallery  at  the 
Natural  History  Museum  has  recently  been  opened, 
but  from  an  artistic  point  of  view  will  be  found 
disappointing  ;  scarcely  any  progress  has  been  made 
in  the  presentment  of  this  important  class  since  the 
old  British  Museum  days,  and  it  is  much  to  be 
deplored  that  while  sujh  great  advancement  is 
discernible  in  the  cases  of  beasts,  birds,  etc.,  the 
fourth  class  of  vertebrate  animals  should  be  so 
unworthily  represented  at  our  National  Museum, 
and  I  trust  that  ere  long  a  very  drastic  weeding-out 
process  may  be  instituted,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
Leicester  and  other  up-to-date  museums.  It  was 
thought  by  competent  judges  at  the  Fisheries 
Exhibition  that  the  beautiful  casts  of  fish  executed 
by  the  late  Frank  Buckland,  and  coloured  by  Rolfe 
sounded  the  death  knell  of  fish  stuffing,  for  how  ever 
well  this  last  is  done  it  leaves  much  to  be  desired, 
and  any  amount  of  paint  and  faking  cannot  convert 
a  shrunken  mummy  into  the  semblance  of  a  real 
fish  such  as  you  get  from  a  well-executed  cast; 
then,  too,  the  eyes  require  careful  and  artistic 
treatment,  but  in  how  few  cases  is  this  apparent ! 
Let  us  hope  that  the  authorities  wUl  wake  up  from 
their  lethargy  and  show  a  loving  interest  in  their 
work.— Yours  truly,  A.  J.  Gear. 

Ascot. 


FISHING  IN  THE  SHETLAND  ISLES. 
^J^^f^  Sir,— Thinking  of  spending  my  hoUdays  at 
the  above  place,  I  should  be  pleased  if  any  readers 
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of  the  Fishing  Gazette  could  give  me  any  informa- 
tion about  the  trout  fishing  to  be  had  there,  also 
the  best  baits  to  use  and  the  best  place  to  stay.  I 
may  say  I  am  no  practised  hand  with  the  fly. — 
Yours  truly,  Constant  Reader. 


r    SHELTER  FOR  WATER-INSECT  LIFE. 

Deajr  Sir, — I  have  only  just  seen  Mr.  Charleton's 
letter  asking  if  gorse  would  be  good  shelter  for 
insect  life.  May  I  again  state  that  bracken  sub- 
merged and  packed  down  with  a  covering  of  wire 
netting  is  excellent  cover  for  insect  life.  I  am 
sorry  I  did  not  see  Mr.  Murdoch's  letters  or  the 
accoimts  of  his  experiments,  but  am  sure  all  who 
try  this  simple  way  will  be  thoroughly  pleased  with 
the  result.  Simply  putting  down  a  bed  of  dry 
bracken  under  water,  packing  it  into  position  by  a 
counterpane  of  wire  netting,  easily  secured  by  forked 
sticks,  or  shall  I  say  hooked  sticks,  pegging  the 
edges  down  into  the  mud.  It  is  astonishing  how 
this  mattress  harbours  insect  life  under  water. — 
Yours  truly,  Oliver  Procter. 

fMr.  Murdoch  was  the  first  to  use  bracken  in 
this  way  with  a  view  to  increase  the  food  of  young 
trout  in  waters  where  natural  food  is  not  very 
plentiful. — Ed.] 


FISHING  GROUNDS  ON  THE  WEST  COAST 
OF  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir, — Do  you  or  any  of  your  readers  know 
of  any  book  giving  information  as  to  fishing 
groimds  in  West  Coast  and  Irish  Seas  ?  I  have  an 
interest  in  a  small  trawler,  and  wondered  whether 
it  would  be  possible  to  pick  up  a  few  fish  when 
cruising  away  from  home  in  summer.  The  boat  is 
duly  registered. — ^Yours  truly.  Pagan. 


TROUT  AND  COARSE  FISHING  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  inform  me  whether  it  is 
possible  to  obtain,  by  a  moderate  payment,  trout 
and  coarse  fishing  at  the  same  place — within  twenty- 
five  miles  of  London  ?  I  wish  to  find  such  a  place 
for  this  spring  and  summer.  Thanking  you  in 
anticipation. — Yours  truly,  A.  H.  Scott. 


NETTING  OF  LANDING-NETS. 

Dear  Sir,— Would  Mr.  W.  H.  Meigh  be  good 
enough  to  supplement  in  one  particular  the  instruc- 
tions he  gave  on  the  above  subject  in  your  issue  of 
Jan.  4  ?  He  says :  "  Make  fifteen  stitches  in  the 
ordinary  way  on  the  foot  string."  Now,  what  is 
the  ordinary  way  ?  I  have  been  imable  to  obtain 
through  any  bookseller  in  London  a  handbook 
giving  instruction  in  netting  other  than  the  pubUca- 
tion  by  Messrs.  Weldon  (mentioned  in  your  paper). 
I  do  not  find  the  instructions  therein  sufficiently 
clear  to  enable  me  to  begin  the  first  row.  Granted 
one  row  is  done,  I  can  go  on  swimmingly ;  the 
difficulty  is  to  start.  Should  the  bight  of  the  foot 
string  be  treated  as  a  mesh  and  the  fifteen  stitches 
made  thereon  ? 

In  the  fourth  paragraph  of  his  letter  Mr.  Meigh 
speaks  of  "  the  netting  string."  What  is  this  ?  It 
is  obviously  not  the  "  foot  string,"  nor  yet  the 
string  on  the  needle.  I  am  aware  that  my  questions 
must  appear  simple  to  anyone  already  acqiiainted 
with  the  art  of  netting ;  but  in  view  of  the  apparent 
impossibility  of  obtaining  any  clear  handbook  on 
the  subject,  I  beg  to  appeal  to  yom-  correspondent's 
courtesy. — Yours  truly.  Duffer. 


HOW  TO  NET  NETS. 
Dear.  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  Jan.  4  is  a  letter 
signed  Walter  H.  Meigh  giving  instructions  for 
making  a  landing-net  in  reply  to  a  query  from 


"  Ignoramus."  If  the  latter  follows  the  instructions 
given,  he  will,  in  the  end,  produce  a  net  which 
when  affixed  to  the  bow  willjjhang  like  the  ex- 
tinguisher offa  candle. 


The  ideal  net  should  hang  so — 


2y 

and  is  not  difficult  to  make.  I  have  for  many 
years  made  mine  on  this  plan,  which  I  learnt  from 
a  fisher-girl  in  the  Island  of  Capri,  in  the  Bay  of 
Naples,  about  twenty-five  years  ago. 

Take  an  old  landing-net  as  a  foundation  and 
fasten  a  string  to  the  bottom  as  a  "  stirrup  "  


find  the  place  at  the  end  A  where  the  meshes  run 
unevenly — 


which  I  have  marked  with  a  large  9  Fill  a  needle 
with  doubled  string':  loop 'on  the  string  at  9  and 
net  twice  round  in  the  direction  of  )^ — y  Having 
completed  the  second  round,  tie  the  knot  twice 
instead  of  once  :  cut  one  of  the  strands  close  to  the 
net,  unwind  the  string  from  the  needle  and  re- 
wind it  single  instead  of  double :  net  round,  putting 
two  stitches  instead  of  one  into  each  mesh:  net 
round  again,  putting  two  stitches  into  each  alternate 
mesh — 


Now  net  round  plain  till  the  net  is  deep  .enough. 


I  make  mine  twenty  inches  :  then  in  a  line  with  the 
point  where  the  net  was  begun  take  up  two  stitches 
at  a  time  instead  of  one,  and  so  work  round  and 
roimd  imtil  you  have  closed  the  bottom  of  the  net, 
as  at  each  roimd  you  reduce  the  number  of  meshes 
by  one  half.  Fasten  off  securely  and  cut  away  the 
needle  and  string. 

Now  cut  the  loops  of  the  old  net  to  which  the 
new  one  is  fastened  (Fig.  7),  and  pick  out  the  bits 
from  the  loops  of  the  new  net  with  a  strong  fpin ; 
the  net  is  then  ready  to  be  attached  to  the  bow. 

String,  as  recommended  by  Mr.  Meigh,  is  un- 
suitable, as  it  kinks  in  working,  and^also  when  wet ; 
the  cable-laid  twine — eight-plait — such  as  is  used 
for  spinning,  is  preferable.  I  always  use  eight- 
plait  silk  line,  and  have  it  waterproofed  afterwards. 


I  may  add  that  tho  old  net  can  bo  used  over  and 
over  again  as  a  foundation  for  making  now  ones. — 
Yours  truly,  A.  MasseV-Spencek. 

PEEBLESSHIRE  GRAYLING. 
Dear  Sir, — Some  apology  is  due  to  Mr.  W.  Sorley 
Brown.  I  said  that  I  had  seen  no  reply  to  "  D.K.'s  " 
query.  The  explanation  is  that  my  letter  was 
posted  several  days  before  Mr.  Sorley  Brown's 
appeared. 

Might  I  suggest  that  "  Golden  Crow"  write  to  the 
secretary  of  the  angling  association  and  have  his 
doubts  removed  ?  Perhaps  his  style  is  more  persua- 
sive than  mine.    I  wish  him  luck. 

I  am  glad  that  you  "  only  object  to  grayling 
where  they  affect  injuriously  the  stock  or  condition 
of  the  trout ;  or  where,  when  put  into  a  trout 
stream,  they  become  mainly  ground  feeders";  for 
none  of  these  objections  apply  to  tliis  water. 

Grayling  are  so  scarce  here  that  little  over  twelve 
months  ago  the  oldest  and  most  experienced  anglers 
in  the  neighbourhood,  indeed  every  angler  I  spoke 
to  on  the  subject  (save  one),  expressed  the  opinion 
that  it  would  not  be  worth  anyone's  while  fishing 
for  them.  Many,  moreover,  held  that  it  was  against 
the  law  of  Scotland  to  do  so  during  the  trout  close 
time.  This  is  hot  to  be  wondered  at,  the  Lord 
Advocate  having  expressed  himself  to  that  effect. 

This  was  before  the  association  was  hatched. 
Apparently  I  had  the  whole  river  to  myself.  I 
experimented.  The  grayling  proved  about  as  scarce 
as  I  had  expected.  They  took  by  turns  the  wet  fly 
and  the  dry,  and  when  it  came  to  worming,  only 
the  smallest  and  daintiest  of  worms,  kept  well  off 
the  bottom,  appealed  to  their  refined,  but  for  gray- 
ling perfectly  normal,  appetite.  Only  the  finest  gut 
would  deceive  them. 

Latterly  the  sight  of  wading  trousers  in  January 
was  too  much  for  somebody.  The  police  were 
informed,  but,  of  course,  didn't  interfere.  The 
news  reached  the  newspapers.  It  grew  as  only 
news  can  grow.  Awful  English  fish  called  "  grayling 
or  something "  were  overcrowding  the  County  of 
Peebles,  causing  fungus  among  the  salmon,  and  (I 
believe  most  serious  offence  of  all)  showing  them- 
selves to  be  legally  catchable  dm-ing  the  winter.  In 
the  Teviot,  it  seemed,  these  fish  took  a  specially 
terrific  form.  A  native  assured  me  that  they  had 
round  heads  and  big  mouths,  and  were  called 
"scavengers,"  because  they  would  eat  anything!  I 
was  not  astonished.  I  was  past  that  stage.  If  you 
were  to  print  all  the  fantastic  tales  that  were  told  con- 
cerning grayling,  the  Fishing  Gazette  would  require 
enlargement,  with  a  bag  of  salt  as  a  supplement. 

No  wonder  tho  Kelso  Association  failed  to  apply 
their  net  properly.  They  would  be  nervous  and 
agitated.  If  the  net  had  slipped  it  might  never 
have  been  seen  again,  and  nets  are  useful — if  only 
to  keep  the  birds  off  the  fruit. 

To  come  back  to  Peeblesshire,  where  grayling  are 
scarce.  If,  in  spite  of  liberal  education,  the  asso- 
ciation wishes  the  grayling  to  continue  scarce,  or  to 
be  reduced  to  the  point  of  extermination  and  other 
big  words,  do  you  not  think  it  would  be  more  in 
keeping  with  the  canons  of  sport  and  common- 
sense  to  try  whether  this  result  can  be  brought 
about  by  fair  and  seasonable  angling  before  invest- 
ing in  a  net  or  borrowing  one  from  some  convenient 
poacher  ?  I  put  this  question  in  view  of  your 
partiality  for  the  grayling. 

Of  course,  if  experience  has  taught  you  that 
angling  associations  can  do  no  wrong,  and  that  it 
is  better  to  "kotow"  quietly  to  the  powers  that 
unfortunately  be,  then  presumably  the  grayling's 
friends  will  require  to  turn  elsewhere  for  a  word  of  | 
sympathy  and  support. — Yours  truly, 

Innerleithen.  A.  N.  Wilson. 

[Experience  has  taught  me  that  angling  associa- 
tions can,  and  often  do,  act  unwisely,  in  my  opinion, 
and  I  should  be  sorry  to  have  to  "kotow"  to 
an  association  or  any  other  body.  I  believe  that 
the  view  of  many  good  Scottish  anglers  who  do 
not  object  to  grayling  fishing  in  a  general  way,  do 
object  to  it  as  giving  poachers  a  chance  to  kill 
trout  under  the  cloak  of  fishing  for  grayling.  I 
know  from  experience  that  trout  will  often  take 
a  fly  intended  for  a  grayling.  I  admit  this  ought 
not  to  be  an  argument  against  grayling  fishing, 
because  a  good  sportsman  puts  any  fish  back  whiclij 
is  out  of  season ;  but  it  is  an  argument  which 
seems  to  have  great  force  with  our  Scottish  friends, 
who  have  so  recently,  after  a  hard  fight,  got  pro- 
tection afforded  to  the  trout  to  some  extent. — Ed. 


ADDRESS  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  glad  if  any  of/youi 
readers  can  give  me  the  name  and  address  o. 
the  secretary  of  the  Stockport  County  Anglins< 
Society.  An  answer  in  your  columns  would  b' 
esteemed. — Yours  truly,  J.  D.  Whiteley. 

Manchester. 

{Several  letter's  arrived  too  late  for  insertion.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


The  Fly  Fishers'  Club  Annual  Dinner. 

The  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Montagu  of  Beaulieu  is  to 
preside  at  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Fly  Fishers' 
Club,  to  be  held  on  Monday,  March  9  (6.30  for 
7  o'clock),  at  the  Whitehall  Rooms,  Hotel 
Metropole.  Everything  seems  to  point  to  the 
affair  being  an  especially  interesting  one.  Lord 
Montagu  is  a  very  keen  angler,  and  greatly  and 
practically  interested  in  salmon  and  trout  culture, 
and  is  also  good  at  shooting,  rowing,  yachting, 
and  other  sports.  Then  the  club  is  hoping,  before 
the  annual  dinner,  to  be  settled  down  in  its  larger 
and  more  attractive  new  premises  in  Piccadilly, 
now  being  prepared  for  it. 


The  late  President  of  the  Otago  (New  Zealand) 
Acclimatisation  Society. 

Already  I  have  referred  to  the  death  of  that 
estimable  gentleman,  Mr.  A.  C.  Begg,  late  president 
of  the  Otago  Acclimatisation  Society,  which  society 
has  done  such  splendid  work  in  making  New 
Zealand  trout-fishing  in  many  respects  the  finest 
in  the  world,  and  in  introducing  game  birds  and 
animals.  From  the  following  letter  and  minute 
it  will  be  seen  how  much  the  society  feels  its 
loss : — 

"  Otago  Acclimatisation  Society, 
"  Dunedin,  Dec.  14,  1907. 
"  Dear  Sir, — You  will  be  pained  to  hear  of  the 
death  of  our  late  president,  A.  C.  Begg.  Mr.  Begg 
died  in  September,  after  a  painful  illness  lasting 
over  a  twelvemonth.  I  enclose  minute  passed  at 
the  meeting  of  council  held  in  October,  which  will 
give  you  an  idea  of  what  he  was  to  this  society, 
and  it  will  be  hard  to  fill  his  place.  Your  letter  of 
Sept.  24  to  the  late  Mr.  Begg,  enclosing  a  letter 
from  Mr.  G.  Lindesay  re  game  birds,  was  laid 
before  the  council  at  a  meeting  held  last  week, 
when  I  was  instructed  to  write  to  Mr.  Lindesay 
thanking  him  for  his  valuable  information  in  refer- 
ence to  the  different  kinds  of  birds  mentioned. 
The  trout  are  doing  very  well,  some  distributed  as 
yearlings,  and  the  rest  being  kept  for  stock  fish. 
Angling  up  to  the  usual  with  us  this  season. 
Notwithstanding  the  great  drought  of  last  year, 
our  streams  seem  as  well  stocked  as  ever.  Have 


sent  you  a  copy  of  the  'Canterbitry  Times,  which 
contains  about  as  good  a  catch  as  I  have  heard  of. 
— Yours  faithfully,      "  D.  Russell,  Hon.  Sec." 

Copy  of  the  Minute. 

"  That  this  council  desires  to  place  on  record 
its  high  appreciation  of  the  many  valuable 
services  rendered  to  the  Otago  Acclimatisation 
Society  by  the  late  Alexander  Campbell  Begg. 
He  became  a  member  of  the  council  in  the  year 
1873,  and  evidenced  an  ever-increasing  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  the  society.  He  acted  as  hon. 
secretary  for  five  years,  as  treasurer  for  eleven 
years,  as  senior  vice-president  for  twelve  years,  and 
on  the  decease  of  the  late  J.  P.  Maitland  in  1903 
was  elected  to  the  office  of  president,  a  position  he 
worthily  filled  until  laid  aside  by  a  severe  illness 
that  terminated  fatally. 

"  The  council  would  also  tender  its  most  sincere 
sympathy  to  Mrs.  Begg  and  her  family  in  their 
great  bereavement,  and  instructs  the  secretary  to 
furnish  her  with  a  copy  of  this  minute." 

The  reference  in  Mr.  Russell's  letter  to  trout  is 
to  the  survivors  from  the  eggs  sent  out  in  exchange 
for  the  New  Zealand  trout  eggs,  in  which  interesting 
exchange  the  late  Mr.  Begg  gave  us  so  much  kind 
assistance. 


Set  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society's 
Blue  Books. 

Can  any  of  my  readers  help  me  to  get  copies  of 
each  of  the  Blue  Books  and  other  official  books 
issued  by  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society 
since  its  commencement '? 

On  Four  Miies  of  Trout  Stream  only  Twenty-three 
Miles  North  of  London. 

An  old  friend  writes  to  ask  me  if  I  know  one  or 
two  fly  fishers  who  would  give  £25  and  £5  entrance 
for  a  rod  on  four  miles  of  trout  water,  both  banks, 
limited  to  twelve  rods,  Sunday  fishing  allowed. 
I  do  not  happen  to  know  anyone  wanting  a  rod 
at  the  moment,  but  I  shall  be  happy  to  forward 
any  applications  for  particulars  sent  to  me.  There 
is  generally  a  fair  rise  of  May  Fly  on  the  charming 
trout  stream  in  question,  which  runs  through  a 
lovely  and  secluded  valley,  with  comfortable  anglers' 
quarters  handy.  I  have  had  very  nice  sport  on 
this  water.  My  friend  who  had  a  rod  to  let  on 
the  Test  has  had  it  taken. 

Enormous  Dorset  Trout. 

A  reliable  correspondent  at  Dorchester  sends  me 
this  very  interesting  note  : — 

"In  a  little  over  a  year  five  huge  trout  have 
been  killed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dorchester.  I 
think  that,  for  the  credit  of  our  famous  little  river, 
the  Frome,  these  fish  ought  to  be  properly 
chronicled. 

"  The  first  of  them  was  taken  in  the  eel-box 
at  Loud's  Mill  in  November  of  last  winter.  It 
was  a  male  fish,  weighing  121b.,  measuring  33in., 
not  in  first-rate  condition.  The  second  was  taken 
with  the  fly,  close  to  the  town,  in  September,  1907. 
This  was  also  a  male  fish,  weighing  12|lb., 
measuring  29in.,  a  remarkably  fat  fish,  and  a  good 
deal  over  the  average  weight  of  a  fish  of  this  size. 

"  The  third  was  taken  out  of  a  small  stream  at 
Lewell  Mill,  three  or  four  miles  lower  down  the 
Frome,  a  month  or  so  before  Christmas.  It 
weighed  11  lb.  lloz.,  and  was  36in.  long.  This, 
too,  was  a  male  fish,  very  lean  and  ugly,  and 
should  have  weighed  201b. 

"  The  fourth  was  taken  a  little  further  down 
again,  about  the  same  time,  near  Woodsford,  while 
netting  out  the  jack.  It  seems  to  have  been  a 
male  fish.  I  saw  the  piece  of  string  that  measured 
it,  34in.  long.  The  fish  was  in  good  condition,  and 
heavy.  It  was  immediately  returned  to  the  water, 
and  not  weighed,  but  the  men  estimated  the  weiglit 
at  161b..  to  171b. 

"  The  fifth  was  taken  out  of  a  shallow  stream, 
where  it  had  been  spawning,  close  to  the  town,  on 
Jan.  20,  1908.  Again  this  was  a  male  fish.  I 
measured  and  weighed  it  myself — 30in.  long, 
weight,  9 Jib.  It  had  a  hideously  large  head,  and 
very  Uttle  depth,  but  it  had  a  good  thick  back,  and 
was  beautifully  marked  with  bold  dark  spots,  and 
a  few  red  ones,  suggesting  Loch  Leven  blood. 

"  Large  fish  have  been  occasionally  taken  out  of 
the  Frome,  but  only  one  that  I  can  hear  of  larger 
than  these  five.  That  one  was  taken  at  Lewell 
Mill,  thirteen  years  ago.  It  measured  37tn.,  and 
weighed  12flb.    I  hear  of  two  very  large  ones  still 


left  in  the  ri\er,  so  you  may  expect  to  hear  again 
of  notable  captures.  At  any  rate,  the  coming 
season  luaj'  be  a  profitable  one  to  the  tackle-shops 
if  these  monsters  do  their  duty,  and  fishermen  here 
will  set  to  work  with  high  hopes." 

A  New  Dodge  to  make  a  Sulking  Salmon  Lively. 

Dr.  Karl  Heintz,  who  fishes  chiefly  in  rivers 
running  directly  or  indirectly  into  the  Mediter- 
ranean, writes  on  Jan.  24  :— - 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston', — I  can  tell  you  a  famous 
method  for  making  a  sulky  fish,  especially  a  salmon, 
lea\  e  off  sulking.  Fasten  a  little  bag,  not  bigger 
than  a  purse,  and  filled  with  quick-lime,  to  a  split- 
ring  and  let  it  run  down  the  line  to  the  sulking 
fish.  The  fizzing  of  the  carbonic  acid  gas,  added 
to  the  difficulty  of  breathing,  frightens  the  fish, 
and  forces  him  to  quit  his  reti'eat.  This  method 
was  discovered  by  Italian  sea-fishermen,  and  would 
doubtless  be  just  as  effective  for  fresh-water  fish." 

It  is  certainly  ingenious,  but  fortunately  in  our 
country  it  is  "  agin  the  law  "  to  use  quick-lime  on 
fishes — even  when  the  intention  is  only  to  quicken 
their  movements. 


The  Glamorgan  Anglers'  Club. 

I  am  glad  to  see  from  the  report,  and  also  to 
hear  from  the  energetic  and  very  keen  hon.  sec, 
Mr.  H.  H.  Groves,  that  the  Glamorgan  Anglers' 
Club  is  making  very  good  progress.  To  have 
reached  a  membership  of  over  250  in  four  years  is 
a  pretty  good  testimonial. 

Will  Halibut  take  a  Spinning  Bait  ? 

In  the  FisJiing  Gazette  of  Jan.  25  Mr.  Walter 
R.  Welch  gave  us  some  interesting  particulars 
respecting  fishing  at  Santa  Cruz,  California ;  and 
when  referring  to  the  arrival  of  salmon  in  the  bay 
he  said : — 

"The  announcement  that  the  salmon  have 
entered  the  waters  of  the  bay  is  received  with 
delight  by  the  sportsmen  all  over  the  coimtry,  and 
the  wharves  at  Santa  Cruz  and  Capitola  soon  present 
scenes  of  activity  ;  boats  are  removed  from  their 
winter  quarters  and  made  fast  to  the  buoy  lines  in 
the  harbour,  rods,  lines,  and  reels  are  overhauled, 
and  everything  made  ready  for  the  summer's  sport. 
Messages  by  telegraph  and  'phone  are  sent  to 
anxious  sportsmen,  who  have  been  eagerly  awaiting 
the  glad  tidings  that '  the  salmon  run  in  Monterey 
Bay  is  on,'  and  within  a  few  days  the  beautiful 
blue  waters  are  dotted  with  numberless  row-boats 
and  power  launches,  each  of  which  contain  from 
one  to  six  ardent  and  enthusiastic  anglers.  While 
trolling  for  salmon  the  angler  at  any  moment  is 
likely  to  have  a  '  strike '  from  a  sea-bass,  bonita, 
yellow-tail,  halibut,  or  any  other  of  the  large  fish 
that  inhabit  the  waters  of  the  bay,  and  his  tackle 
and  skill  be  given  a  test  seldom,  if  ever,  equalled 
in  other  waters." 

One  of  om-  Edinburgh  readers  says  he  has  killed 
many  halibut  in  Shetland  up  to  1671b.,  but  to  take 
them  while  trolling  for  salmon  is  another  matter  ; 
in  fact,  he  evidently  does  not  believe  it  can  be 
done.  Of  course  it  may  be  that  "  halibut "  is  a 
mistake  in  the  name.  All  the  same,  from  Colonel 
Cunlifle's  experiences,  related  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  a  year  or  two  ago,  it  is  certainly  a  common 
practice  when  fishing  for  Pacific  Coast  saknon  to 
spin  with  a  big  spoon  slowly  and  very  deep  and  in 
the  sea  ;  in  fact,  these  salmon  will  not  as  a  rule 
touch  a  bait  in  fresh  w-ater.  Flatfish  like  halibut 
do  not  as  a  rule  go  far  from  the  bottom  for  food, 
though  anyone  who  has  watched  them  in  an 
aquarium  must  often  have  seen  them  swimming  at 
all  depths. 

"A  Trout  River  in  Natal." 

This  is  the  title  of  a  very  pleasantly-written 
account,  by  Mr.  Cecil  Hai-msworth,  of  a  visit  to 
the  Mooi  river,  which  is  reputed  to  afford  the  best 
trout-fishing  in  Natal ;  and  very  good  it  must  be, 
for  Mr.  Harmsworth  tells  us  of  a  local  angler,  Mr. 
McQueen,  who  has  taken,  since  the  river  was 
opened  for  trout-fishing  some  three  years  ago,  so 
many  big  trout  up  to  31b.  and  41b.  that  they  are 
well-nigh  beyond  counting.  And  this  fine  fishing 
is  in  lovely  scenery,  which  at  one  moment  reminds 
the  angler  of  our  Wiltshire  Downs,  and  the  next  of 
some  bit  of  North  Country  scenery.  Strange  trees 
and  flowers  are  to  be  seen,  but  mosquitoes  and 
other  pests  appear  to  be  absent  in  this  angler's 
paradise,  where  the  settlers  are  so  hospitable; 

E.-  B.  Marstox. 
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FISHING  EOD  MAKING  FOR  THE 
BEGINNER. 
By  Perry  D.  Frazer  (Editor  Forest  and  Stream). 

There  are  so  many  anglers  who  take  pleasure  in 
making  and  repairing  their  own  rods  and  fishing 
tackle  that  I  have  set  down  some  simple  hints 
that  may  be  of  use  to  anglers  who  are  not  as  yet 
skilled  in  work  of  this  character.  Like  most  of 
them,  I  have  worked  with  few  and  simple  tools. 
The  methods  I  shall  describe  may  seem  amateurish 
and  crude  to  the  skilled  professional  rod-maker,  but 
the  novice  who  is  guided  by  them  will  pass  many 
a  pleasant  hour,  and  will  tm-n  out  rods  of  which  he 
should  be  proud. 

The  work  described  is  that  which  the  novice  can 
perform  with  the  plainest  tools,  principally  file 
sandpaper,  jack-knife,  and  plane. 

A  Review  of  Fishing  Rod  History. 

When  we  speak  of  fishing  rods  to-day,  reference 
is  invariably  made  to  those  rods  that  consist  of  two 
or  three  parts  and  fitted  with  splices  or  ferrules  for 
greater  convenience  in  carrying  to  and  from  the 
fishing  grounds. 

Without  question  the  best  rod  is  one  made  of  a 
single  piece,  or  of  strips  rent  and  glued,  but  with 
no  joint  or  ferrule  to  interfere  with  its  resilience 
and  action. 

That  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  carry  a  full  length 
rod  on  trains  and  in  other  conveyances  is  obvious  ; 
hence  the  skill  of  amateur  and  professional  rod- 
makers  is  constantly  directed  toward  the  task  of 
making  the  two  and  three  joint  rods  as  nearly 
perfect  in  every  way  as  is  possible  imder  the 
circumstances.  That  they  succeed  very  well 
indeed  is  evident  in  the  beautiful  rods  now  used 
in  fishing  and  in  tournament  casting. 

For  several  centuries  all  of  the  best  fishing  rods 
were  made  in  Great  Britain.  There  solid  wood  rods 
were  the  favourites  ;  in  fact— with  the  exception  of 
rods  made  with  spliced  cane  and  whalebone  tips — 
the  only  rods  used  until  a  comparatively  short  time 
ago,  when  the  rent  and  glued  cane  rods  invented  and 
made  by  Americans  were  adopted  abroad.  Even 
to-day  solid  wood  rods  are  very  extensively  used  in 
Great  Britain.  Their  manufacturers  have  never 
been  very  successful  in  competing  with  the  best 
American  hexagonal  split  bamboo  rods,  and  many 
of  their  fly-rods  are  made  up  from  split-and-glued 
material  purchased  in  the  United  States  and  sold  as 
English  rods.  High  grade  American  split  bamboo 
rods,  too,  are  well  known  and  liked  over  there. 

Hickory  has  been  largely  used  in  England  for 
parts  of  medium  and  heavy  fly-rods,  the  material 
being  shipped  from  the  United  States  and  Canada 
in  billet  form.  Other  materials  are :  Ash,  lance- 
wood,  whalebone  and  cane  combined ;  ash  and 
lancewood  in  combination  ;  willow,  blue  mahoe, 
washaba  (our  bethabara),  whole  cane,  greenheart, 
and  greenheart  and  whole  cane  combined.  For  a 
number  of  years  greenheart  alone,  or  greenheart  in 
combination  with  whole  cane,  was  a  standard  rod 
material  there,  but  this  is  of  comparatively  recent 
adoption,  as  angling  writers  of  fifty  years  ago 
seldom  refer  to  greenheart.  Alfred  Ronalds, 
writing  in  1836,  said  : — 

"  The  best  materials  W,  ash  for  the  stock, 
lancewood  for  the  middle,  and  bamboo  for  the 
top." 

Mr.  Ronalds  had  in  mind  the  whole  bamboo 
which,  according  to  later  writers,  was  first  imported 
into  England  by  army  officers  returning  from  India. 
They,  however,  looked  on  it  with  favour  because 
it  was  ideal  for  lances,  and  perhaps  their  preference 
for  the  thick-walled  canes,  now  called  "male" 
bamboos,  led  to  the  belief  that  was  prevalent  for 
many  years,  that  this  was  better  for  rod-making 
purposes  than  the  thin-walled  "  female  "  canes. 
Exhaustive  tests  with  scientific  instruments  have 
proved  the  thin-walled  bamboo  better  for  the 
purpose. 

Theophilus  South,  in  his  "  Fly-Fisher's  Text 
Book  "  (London,  1845),  23refers  ash  to  willow  for 
butts,  hickory  for  middle  joints,  and  favours  tips 
made  from  lancewood,  cane  and  whalebone,  spliced 
together— four,  and  even  five,  pieces  in  a  tip. 

The  African  greenheart,  obtainable  in  the  yards 
of  the  importers  in  Stanley-road,  Liverpool,  is  pro- 
bably much  better  material  for  fishing  rods  than 
the  greenheart  sold  in  the  United  States,  which 
conies  from  various  places  in  the  tropics.  That 
which  comes  through  Liverpool  is  picked  over  by 


the  British  buyers,  and  our  importers  must  take 
what  is  left.  This  probably  accounts  for  the 
growing  scarcity  of  first-class  greenheart.  Not  a 
few  of  our  rod-makers  decline  to  guarantee  this 
material,  which  is  most  excellent  for  the  purpose 
when  it  is  good. 

Early  fishing  rod  materials  in  the  United  States 
were  :  Ash  and  lancewood  in  combination  ;  hickory, 
mahoe,  greenheart,  washaba  (bethabara),  snake- 
wood,  beefwood,  cedar,  Osage  orange,  shadblow, 
ironwood,  dagama,  peppercane,  Calcutta  bamboo' 
our  southern  canes,  jucara  prieto,  and  many 
others. 

Years  ago  it  became  a  common  practice  to  saw 
or  rive  strips  of  wood,  plane  these  square,  glue 


Fig.  1. 


Fig.  2. 


Fig,  3. 


Fig.  4. 


Fig.  5. 


Hexagona]  cane  rod,  steel  wire  centre 
and  steel  tube  centre. 


Hexagonal  cane, 
douhle-built. 


Fig.  6. 

Octagonal  cane  md.  Nonagoiial  cane  rod. 

Both  steel  centre  and  double-built. 


Fig.  7. 

Steel-ribbed  split-bamboo  rod. 


Fig.  8. 


Fig.  9. 


Eighteen-strip  rod,  and  method  of  forming  each  of  the 
three-piece  strips. 

four  pieces  together  and  plane  round  it  to  form 
rod  joints.  The  belief  was  that  joints  so  made 
were  much  stronger  and  less  likely  to  break  than 
would  be  the  case  with  a  joint  made  from  a  single 
piece  of  wood.  This  method  was  followed  by 
splitting  strips  of  bamboo,  planing  two  sides  of 
each  strip  and  gluing  four  of  them  together  to 
form  a  joint,  then  planing  the  latter  round.  This 
was  made  possible  by  placing  the  enamel  side  of 
the  bamboo  within  the  strip,  as  shown  by  the 
shaded  lines  in  Fig.  1. 

The  enamel  surface  being  slightly  convex,  it  was 
difficult  to  work  and  glue  these  strips  to  form  nice 
joints,  and  this  method,  which  seems  to  be  ideal 
in  other  respects,  gave  way  to  one  in  which  the 
enamel  was  placed  on  the  outside,  and  the  section 


made  almost  octagonal  in  form  by  means  of 
planing  off  the  corners,  as  shown  by  the  dotted 
lines  in  Fig.  2.  This  method  is  still  followed  to  a 
certain  extent  by  amateurs  in  making  tips,  and  for 
the  beginner  at  split  bamboo  rod  making  it  has 
many  points  of  excellence.  The  principal  ones  are 
that  it  is  easier  to  make  a  joint  of  four  than  six 
pieces,  and  if  these  are  carefully  fitted,  glued  and 
varnished  a  fairly  good  rod  is  the  result. 

It  is  possible  the  manufacture  of  these  four-strip 
rods  of  solid  wood  or  cane,  and  the  difficulty  in 
keeping  water  out  of  them  with  the  inferior  glue 
and  varnish  then  available,  resulted  in  the  method 
often  followed  of  winding  joints  solidly  with  silk 
thread  or  narrow  silk  tape.  This  made  the  rod 
soft  or  loggy,  and  was  discarded  finally,  to  be  revived 
in  recent  years,  and  again  discarded. 

The  four-section  cane  rods  gave  way  to  six-strip 
rods,  and  these  have  come  to  stay.  They  have 
been  used  successfully  for  the  past  generation,  and 
have  outlived  their  offshoots,  the  eight-strip,  the 
seven-strip,  and  the  steel-centred  single  and  double 
built  rods,  showing  that  they  are  based  on  very 
sound  principles. 

It  is  the  belief  among  rod-makers  that  in  a 
hexagonal  rod  the  upper  and  the  lower  strips  are 
called  upon  to  perform  the  greater  part  of  the  work 
of  casting  and  playing  a  fish,  but  the  strain  on  the 
upper  strip  is  supported,  not  by  the  lower  strip  alone, 
but  by  the  three  lower  strips,  as  shown  in  Fig.  3. 

When  the  greatest  strain  falls  on  the  lower 
strip,  the  three  upper  strips  support  it,  as  pic- 
tured in  Fig.  4.  This  seems  to  be  borne  out 
by  the  fact  that  in  tournament  casting — the 
hardest  work  a  fly-rod  is  called  upon  to  per- 
form— it  frequently  occurs  that  the  lower  strip 
is  fractured,  but  the  strength  of  the  rod  is  but 
little  impaired,  and  turning  the  rod  so  that  the 
break  comes  on  the  sides,  leaves  it  in  good  shape 
for  further  use,  it  the  point  where  the  strip  is 
fractured  be  wound  with  silk  and  varnished. 

Our  English  friends,  succeeding  only  fairly  well 
in  making  split-cane  rods,  have  resorted  to  double- 
built  rods,  to  steel  cores,  and  to  winding  in  double 
spiral  form  with  ribbons  of  steel,  but  while  these 
methods  are  moderately  successful  with  them,  the 
result  is  to  overload  the  rod,  making  it  top  heavy 
01'  loggy.  Sectional  views  of  these  are  shown  in 
Figs.  5  to  9  inclusive. 

In  America  not  much  attention  has  been  paid 
to  steel  centres  or  steel  whipping  for  rods.  One 
firm  makes  a  steel  centre  rod,  and  another  one 
winds  both  wood  and  split  bamboo  rods  with 
copper  or  bronze  ribbons  in  much  the  same  manner 
employed  abroad  in  winding  with  double  spirals  of 
steel.  I  have  one  of  these  metal-whipped  rods, 
and  must  say  that  it  has  merit,  for  with  it  a  fly 
can  be  cast  very  prettily  in  trout  fishing,  and  it  is 
no  doubt  strong,  but  to  one  accustomed  to  an 
ordinary  split  bamboo  it  has  an  action  which, 
while  pleasant,  is  peculiarly  its  own.  Without 
wishing  to  disparage  these  methods  of  strengthen- 
ing rods,  for  my  own  use  I  prefer  plain  whipping 
with  narrow  bands  of  fine  silk  at  intervals  of  three- 
fourths  to  one  and  one-half  inches,  and  believe 
these  are  sufficient  for  any  rod  of  the  class  generally 
made  in  the  United  States. 

As  previously  stated,  attempts  to  strengthen  rods 
by  winding  them  solidly  with  silk  have  been  made 
here  during  the  last  half  century,  but  while  it  is 
claimed  for: these  rods  that  they  seldom  break  and 
will  withstand  severe  strain,  I  would  not  advise 
the  amateur  to  attempt  solid  winding.  Rods 
wound  solidly  with  silk  on  a  machine  are  bound 
in  all  places  with  equal  pressure,  and  if  this 
winding  gives  strength,  as  claimed,  the  strengthen- 
ing medium  is  uniform.  In  winding  by  hand  you 
will  at  first  lay  the  silk  on  Avith  the  greatest 
tension  you  can  exert,  but  it  is  tedious  work,  and 
after  a  few  minutes  your  fingers  will  begin  to 
cramp  and  ache  and  you  will  wind  less  carefully. 
When  you  stop  to  rest  the  tension  is  relaxed,  then 
you  resume  with  vigour,  and  so  on  until  the  long 
contract  is  finished.  The  result  must  be  that  the 
silk  is  wound  so  tight  in  places  that  it  will  cut 
into  the  wood  when  the  preserving  medium  causes 
it  to  shrink  ;  elsewhere  there  will  be  loose  spots, 
followed  by  tight  places— anything  but  uniform 
winding,  giving  you  a  soft  rod. 

In  this  way  you  may  defeat  your  purpose,  yet 
never  know  where  the  real  fault  lies.  Ten  to  one 
the  wood  will  be  given  the  blame,  as  being  poor, 
and  you  may  try  the  same  thing  with  another  rod, 
to  be  again  disappointed. 

{To  he  continued.) 
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TKOUT-FISHING  IN  JEMPTLAND 
SWEDEN. 

\ 


It  was  the  second  week  in  August,  and  the 
Namsen  had  run  very  much  too  low.    We  had 
actually  got  the  length  of  using  flies,  instead  of  the 
spoons   and  phantoms   with  which  the  British 
angler  now  lures  the  salmon  of  that  classic  stream 
throughout  the  season  proper,  and  with  these  we 
had  been  doing  but  little.    There  were  still  a  few 
grilse  and  sea-trout  to  be  picked  up  in  the  Bjora, 
but  even  these  had  ceased  to  run  freely,  and  we 
had  got  tired  of  being  hung  up  in  the  innumerable 
snags  that  adorn  the  bottom  of  that  delightful 
little  tributary.    Clearly  it  was  time  to  depart— to 
seek  other  fields  and  pastures  new,  or,  to  speak 
more   correctly,   a  brown-trout   fishing  country 
Ifie  only  question  was,  in  what  direction  ^>  We 
had  thought  of  the  upper  waters  of  the  main  river 
above  the  Fiskum  Foss,  but  the  accounts  received 
ot  the  quarters  there  were  not  enticing,  and  we 
finally  determined  on  a  place  in  Jemptland  where 
i  tiad  been  elk  hunting  the  year  before 

The  first  day,  after  a  long  drive  from  the 
Namsen  through  a  beautiful  country,  we  reached 
the  head  of  the  Snaasen  Lake,  and  spent  the  night 
at  a  wretched  road  station,  where  the  food  and 
accommodation  were  alike  miserable  On  the 
second  we  got  as  far  as  Sfceukjaer,  at  the  head  of 
the  Trondhjem  Fjord,  enjoying  on  the  way  the 
mapificent  prospect  of  the  great  Snaasen  Lake 
embowered  among  interminable  forests,  and  with 
range  upon  range  of  lofty  mountains  extending 
beyond  it  to  the  far  horizon.  The  next  day  we 
drove  up  Vaerdal-the  river  in  which,  although 
ascended  by  salmon,  is  useless  for  angling  purposes 
on  account  of  the  clay  deposits  on  its  banks-and 
slept  at  Suul,  the  last  Skyds  Station  on  the 
Norwegian  side  of  the  frontier ;  and  on  the  fourth 
we  reached  our  destination  in  Sweden 

The  house  stood  close  by  a  tiny  lakelet,  perhaps 
three  or  four  acres  in  extent,  with  grassy  meadows 
on  one  side  and  rocks  and  forest  on  the  other 
into  its  head  a  pretty  trout  stream  ran,  and  up  the 
lowest  rapid  we  were  not  long  in  finding  out,  the 
better-sized  trout  worked  their  way  towards  evening 
to  the  rocky  pools  above  in  pursuit  of  the  smaller 
members  of  their  species.  But  they  by  no  means 
despised  the  fly.  and  many  a  two-pounder  did  we 
extract  by  its  means  from  a  deep  hole  within  a 
stone  s  throw  of  the  house.  Their  cannibalistic 
tendencies  however,  were  very  marked,  for  it  often 
occurred  that  a  small  fish  which  had  got  hooked 
was  seized  by  a  big  one  when  being  dragged  across. 
These  we  never  succeeded  in  landing,  when  attached 
n  this  manner  ;  they  invariably  shook  themselves 
free  when  just  outside  the  radius  of  the  net 

On  one  such  occasion  I  spent  at  least  a  quarter 
i    .  ni'f  !T**°^"ig  tlie  performance  of  a  fish  of 
about  21b  that  had  grabbed  a  little  chap  four 
or  five  inches  long,  which  had  taken  my  tail  fly 
By  faieeling  down  among  the  rocks  and  grass,  I 

ml.  rtff  ?yf^r ^"  ^i'^  clear  water. 

When  I  eft  the  Ime  perfectly  slack,  he  lay  out  in 
the  gentle  cun-ent  with  the  little  one  across  his 
jaws  for  some  time,  and  then  began  slowly  to 
make  his  way  toward  the  outflowinf  rapid,  down 
which  he  evidently  contemplated  retiring  to  S 
quarters  in  the  lakelet,  there  to  enjoy  h°f  repaS 
at  leisure.  Tightening  the  line  had'^ot  byTny 
means  the  effect  of  making  him  let  go  his  hoH^ 
but  he  yielded  to  the  pressure,  and  once  I  got  him 
within  a  yard  of  the  bank  on  which,  in  a  ver^ 
uncomfortable  attitude,  I  reposed.  Then  he  weS 
off  again  into  deep  water,  and  after  givin^  him 

Srd  lut  thflLr^'       ^"^"'^"^  I 
nard,  but  the  little  one  came  away.    I  only  took 

£ing 

Kickmg,  with  merely  a  few  teeth  marks  on  his 

1  threw  himjback.  He  was  immediately  seized 
agam  but  this  time  the  big  one  had  had-like 
nayself  I-enough  of  it.  He  rushed  straight  do^ 
depaXd  P''^'  hook  Z 

There  was  a  light  boat  on  the  lakelet  from 
which  we  occasionally  fished  the  latter,  and  on^ 
day,  owing  to  some  carelessness  in  making  it  fast 
It  got  adrift.  Great  was  the  excitement  when  tht 
became  known,  for  a  favourite  rod  had  been  left  in 
It  and  immediately  below  the  river  dashed  through 
half  a  mile  of  falls  and  rapids,  in  which  anv  craft 


and  all  it  contained  was  bound  to  be  smashed  to 
bits.  Anxious  spectators  stood  on  the  banks  but 
no  one  seemed  anxious  to  swim  out  to  the  rescue 
Of  current  there  was  little,  and  the  breeze  was 
slight  and  fitful  in  its  direction.  Now  the  little 
craft  would  bob  away  into  comparative  safety 
either  upwards  or  towards  our  bank,  then  it  would 
doze  down  in  dangerous  proximity  to  the  out- 
flowing rapid,  and  then  again  it  would  drift  over 
to  some  weeds  on  the  far  side  and  repose  there  for 
a  while.  At  length,  however,  as  luck  would  have 
It,  a  stronger  puft'  of  wind  than  usual  brought  it 
within  ten  or  twelve  yards  of  us,  a  light  rope  with 
a  stone  attached  was  thrown  into  it,  and  amid 
general  applause  our  errant  ship  was  hauled  in 
to  the  land. 

The  occasion  was  distinctly  one  that  required 
celebrating  A  bottle  of  whisky-a  fluid  for  which 
the  Jempts  had  contracted  a  partiality  —  was 
brought  down  and  consumed  on  the  spot,  to  the 
accompaniment  of  much  tobacco  and  endless  yarns 
by  the  worthy  natives. 

Above  the  house  for  a  distance  of  about  three 
miles  there  was  a  delightful  succession  of  pools 
and  streams,  in  which  very  pretty  sport  was 
obtamable  with  the  fly;  and  above  that  again 
came  an  interminable  stretch  of  still  water  which 
contained  lots  of  fish.  But  the  going  on  the  banks 
— wading  was  impossible  owing  to  the  depth  of 
the  water— was  so  horrible  that  after  two  or  three 
attempts  we  gave  it  up.  For  many  yards  back 
from  the  edge  of  the  bank,  the  moorland  was 
covered  with  a  dense  growth,  reaching  to  our 
waists,  of  tough  willow  scrub,  so  closely  entwined 
and  twisted  up  that  progress  through  it  was 
almost  impossible,  while  landing  a  fish  was  agony 
and  vexation  of  spirit.  Neither  of  us  ever  referred 
to  the  still  water  "  without  using  highly  repre- 
hensible language,  and  although  we  often  talked 
of  havmg  the  boat  carted  up,  it  was  never  done  • 
there  was  enough  to  keep  us  employed  elsewhere. ' 

After  passing  through  the  rocky  gorge  below  our 
lakelet,  the  river  discharged  into  another  little 
extension,  which  was  connected  with  a  big  lake 
further  on  by  two  canal-like  channels  of  dead 
water.  Up  the  latter  in  time  of  flood  the  lake 
trout  made  their  way  to  the  foot  of  the  fall  afore- 
said, and  there  lay  in  wait  for  the  food  swept  over 
It.  It  was  a  great  spot.  One  day  after  rain  I 
caught  in  a  short  time  351b.  with  a  small  Black 
Palmer;  there  was  nothing  under  a  pound;  most 
of  them  were  between  Ulb.  and  21b.,  and  one  was 
a  three-pounder.  Two  of  lilb.  and  2ilb.  I  suc- 
ceeded in  landing  together  at  the  same  cast.  There 
were  char  hereabouts,  too,  a  few  of  which  we  used 
to  Fck  up,  but  they  were  not  numerous,  and  even 
under  the  most  favourable  circumstances  were 
indinerent  risers. 

Neither  of  the  two  slow-flowing  channels  was  of 
the  least  use,  but  the  lake  below  these,  the  nearest 
point  ot  which  was  about  two  miles  from  the  house 
was  a  very  fine  sheet  of  angling  water.  Roughly 
speakmg,  it  was  some  six  or  eight  miles  in  circum 
ference,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  very  small 
portion,  It  was  admirably  adapted  for  the  fly  The 
bottom  consisted  of  a  soft  loamy  deposit  in  which 
innumerable  insects  bred ;  and  extensive  beds  of 
weeds  afforded  shelter  to  the  trout,  besides  acting 
as  obstacles  to  promiscuous  "ottering"  by  the 
natives.  On  its  northern  shore  another  river 
entered,  much  larger  than  the  one  upon  which  we 
were  located,  which  was  an  object  of  considerable 
nterest.  The  year  before  I  had  visited  it  two  or 
three  times,  but  without  satisfactory  results.  It  was 
deep  and  rapid,  and  seemed  always,  althou-h 
perfectly  clear,  too  high,  the  forest  coming  closely 
down  to  the  water  s  edge  on  both  sides  pretty  nearly 
everywhere  so  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  get 

On'/r  Sf^'?'  ^^^"^^^  *°  possibilities. 
One  day,  therefore,  towards  the  end  of  August 
after  there  had  been  a  long  spell  of  dry  weather,  f 
proceeded  thither  leaving  my  friend  to  work  his 
wicked  will  on  the  waters  nearer  home.  Below 
the  lower  fall  I  embarked  in  a  somewhat  ancient 
craft,  and  after  picking  up  two  or  three  decent  fish 
close  by,  we  passed  down  one  of  the  canal-like 
channels  aforesaid  and  out  on  to  the  big  lake 

a  dWf'f  bn°/  °°  rf '  ^''^  attempt 

a  diift,  but  rowed  at  once  in  the  direction  of  the 

big  river ;  m  places  the  weeds  had  developed  a 

tremendous  growth  and  the  water  was  very  low 

so  we  had  to  do  some  elaborate  navigation,  in  the 

1  ^^''^  ^'^  'e^erai  times! 

At  length,  however,  we  guided  our  boat  to  a  point 
in  the  broad  estuary  from  which  ^ye  were  able  to  | 


wade  ashore,  and  having  hauled  her  well  up  the 
bank  we  started  up  stream.    We  were  not  long  in 
ascertaining  that  walking  in  the  ordinary  sense 
was  out  of  the  <|uestion,  the  forest  being  much  too 
dense  and  impracticable  on  the  side  we  were  on 
therefore  donned  the  pair  of  waders  I  had  brought.' 
and  followed  by  my  Swede,  who  wore  a  long  pair 
of  boots,  proceeded  to  splash  up  the  edge  of  the 
river,  which,  although  much  lower  than  I  had  ever 
seen  it,  still  flowed  right  up  to  the  trees  and  under- 
growth     In  places  the  water  was  pretty  deep 
everywhere  the  current  was  strong  and  the  going 
bad,  so  that  progress  was  very  slow,  and  ere 
long  we  were  full  up.    After  thus  wading  for  about 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  we  reached  a  fall,  and 
below  it  a  beautiful  pool  flanked  on  our  side  by  a 
fine  sloping  gravelly  bank.    The  latter  seemed  to 
otter  an  appropriate  spot  for  rest  after  our  somewhat 
tedious  passage  through  the  water,  «o  we  therefore 
settled  down  for  a  bit  among  the  juniper  bushes 
and  crisp  herbage  beneath  the  birches,  and  smoked 
the  pipe  of  peace.    The  air  was  filled  with  the 
sound  of  falling  and  of  flowing  water,  and  heavy 
with  the  scent  of  the  pines  and  of  wild  flowers 
innumerable;  all  over  the  big  pool  trout  were 
leaping,  and   a   brilliant  sun  lit  up  the  whole 
beautiful  scene,  / 

Besides  the  usual  Scandinavian  game  birds,  the 
wilderness  of  forest  that  surrounded  us  contained 
many  elk,  and  of  these-which  we  were  to  com- 
mence huntmg  on  Sept.  1-Axel  discoursed  freely, 
more  especially  of  a  certain  unusually  big  bull 
which  had  recently  made  his  appearance  in  these 
parts,  and  whom  we  hoped  ultimately  to  cir- 
cumvent. But  trout,  not  elk,  were  the  objects  of 
immediate  interest,  and  after  the  second  pipe  I 
began  putting  a  cast  of  flies  over  the  pool  by 
which  we  had  been  reclining.  I  caught  a  number, 
but  It  soon  became  evident  that  the  better-sized 
fish  would  not  rise  ;  the  majority  of  those  captured 
were  herring-sized  individuals,  and  none  weighed 
over  three-quarters  of  a  pound.  I  had  not  come 
prepared  for  anything  but  fly  fishing,  but  in  rum- 
maging through  my  book  I  discovered  a  medium- 
sized  gold  Devon  with  single  gut  trace,  and  with 
these  I  replaced  the  cast  of  flies  on  my  rod 
lortuuately,  I  had  soaked  it  all  well  before  com- 
mencing operations,  for  at  the  first  throw  it  was 
seized  by  a  fish  which  fought  hard,  and  which 
turned  out  to  be  a  beautiful  two-pounder 

Every  angler  knows  how  quickly  a  Devonshire 
minnow  flight  of  hooks  comes  to  grief;  after  land- 
ing with  it  eight  good  trout  in  succession,  and 
losing  as  many  more,  my  single  specimen  became, 
quite  hors  dc  comhat.    It  was  hard  lines,  but  there  \ 
was  nothing  for  it  but  to  resume  catching  the 
smaller  fish  with  the  fly,  and  of  these  when  we 
reached  the  boat  we  had  a  cieelful.    As  we  pushed 
ott  the  broad,  shallowish   estuary  of  the  river 
where  it  merged  into,  the  lake  exhibited  an  extra- 
ordmary  spectacle,  the  whole  place  being  alive 
with  trout  and  char.   They  would  look  at  nothing 
however,  that  I  proffered  them,  and  ere  Ion-  we 
rowed  back  home  across  the  loch,  picking  up  an 
odd  fish  here  and  there  on  the  way 

iwu^*T^''®°'°^  P''^  ^^'^  I  «Pent  in  exhuming 
all  the  Devons  we  possessed,  and  in  constructing-- 
much  to  the  detriment  of  our  fingers-flights"  of 
hooks  for  them.  Armed  with  these  we  returned 
on  the  morrow  to  the  scene  of  action,  and  fishing 
one  of  us  on  either  bank,  from  the  fall  downwards 
a  distance  of  not  more  than  three-quarters  of  a 
mile,  we  landed  1201b. 

The  entire  length  of  this  stream  was  less  than 
five  miles,  and  it  formed  the  connecting  link 
between  two  large  lakes.  In  its  upper  portion 
there  were  three  or  four  big  pools,  to  which  in 
autumn  the  lake  trout  resorted  for  spawning  pur- 
poses—the natives  had  speared  them  up  to  301b 
we  were  told— and  there  we  one  day  tried  spinning' 
with  natural  baits.  But  we  only  got  one  fish 
between  51b.  and  61b.,  and  hooked  "a  real  bi-  one 
which  after  a  highly  exciting  run,  forced  his  way 
into  a  hea^•y  rapid,  and  broke  my  treble  gut  amon^ 

=——____»  ° 

EXTEAOEDINAEY  MISHAP. 


A  Llanelly  telegi-am  states  that  through  the 
breaking  of  a  small  valve  the  whole  of  the  water 
stored  in  one  of  the  Llanelly  reservoirs,  estimated 
at  300,000,000  gallons,  ran  out  into  the  seT  to 
gether  with  a  quantity  of  trout  recently  placed  in 
the  water,  valued  at  S.1o<i.—Wc8Unimier  Ga;utlc. 
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VARIOUS  ELY-DEESSER  DIES. 


I\  the  death  of  John  Benn,  the  father  of 
American  fly-tiers,  who  passed  away  in  this  city 
last  month,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  anglers 
have  suffered  a  great  loss.  Benn's  feathered 
creations  were  familiar  to  e\ery  angler  of  the 
Pacific  Coast  who  delights  in  fly-casting,  and 
among  his  regular  patrons  were  ex-President 
Grover  Cleveland,  Secretary  of  War  Taft,  and 
many  other  Eastern  anglers  of  note.  His  daughter, 
Martha  Benn,  who  is  an  expert  in  fly-dressing,  and 
especially  flies  that  are  used  by  Pacific  Coast 
anglers,  will  supply  the  demand  for  Benn's  trout 
flies.  In  late  years  Martha  Benn  tied  all,  or 
nearly  all.  of  the  beautiful  small  flies  that  are  so 
much  in  demand  by  river  and  lake  fly-casters. — 
Western  Grajihic,  San  Francisco. 


THE  GARDEN  CLUB  OF  THE 
FRANCO-BRITISH  EXHIBITION. 


The  Garden  Club  now  being  formed  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Franco-British  Exhibition  is  under 
the  direction  of  a  strong  committee  presided  over 
by  the  Earl  of  Jersey,  and  including  among  others 
Mscount  Selby,  Lord  Alverstone,  Lord  Blyth, 
Lord  Desborough  and  Lord  Strathcona.  It  will 
possess  one  of  the  most  magnificent  and  commodi- 
ous club-houses  ever  constructed  for  a  suimner 
club  in  any  part  of  the  world,  as  may  be  gathered 
from  the  fact  that  the  building  has  a  frontage  of 
300  feet,  and  a  depth  of  over  130  feet.  Ladies  are 
qualified  for  membership,  and  a  special  reception- 
room  and  drawing-room  together  with  a  suite  of 
boudoirs  will  be  set  apart  for  them  in  the  club- 
house, where  the  men  will  also  be  provided  with  a 
smoke-room  and  several  dressing-rooms. 

The  facade  of  the  gi-eat  dining-hall  is  composed 
entirely  of  large  glazed  panels,  and  its  doors  and 
windows  open  directly  upon  gardens,  in  the  centre 
of  which  is  an  ornamental  sunken  bandstand. 
There  is  likewise  a  spacious  banqueting  hall, 
nearly  100  feet  long,  and  somewhat  smaller  room 
in  which  private  dinner  parties  may  be  given  by 
members ;  while  on  the  lower  floor  and  on  the 
terrace  above  are  numerous  partly-closed  spaces 
which  will  be  found  suitable  for  small  dinners  and 
luncheons,  in  addition  to  a  score  of  private  dining- 
rooms.  The  catering  of  the  club  has  been  placed 
in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Lyons  and  Co.,  whose 
charges  will  be  on  the  same  moderate  scale  as  at 
the  Trocadero  Restaurant. 

The  executive  is  to  be  congratulated  on  having 
made  such  a  favourable  arrangement,  as  it  has 
been  the  custom  in  all  previous  exhibitions  to  add 
at  least  twenty-five  per  cent,  to  the  cost  of  every- 
thing in  the  waj'  of  refreshments  consumed  in  the 
grounds.  It  may  be  mentioned  here  that  the 
prices  at  the  restaurants  and  buffets  throughout 
the  exhibition  will  be  the  same  as  those  which 
usually  obtain  outside  it. 

The  subscription  to  the  club,  which  includes 
entrance  to  the  exhibition,  is  three  guineas  for 
gentlemen  and  two  gumeas  for  ladies,  but  for  those 
living  over  twenty-five  miles  from  Shepherd's  Bush 
the  subscriptions  are  respectively  two  guineas  and 
one  guinea  and  a  half. 

There  is  another  handsome  club-house  in  the 
grounds  belonging  to  the  Imperial  Sports  Club,  of 
which  Lord  Desborough  is  president,  a  notice  of 
which  we  gave  in  our  last  issue. 


PROPOSED  WILDFOWLERS' 
ASSOCIATION. 


We  learn  that  an  association  is  being  formed  in 
the  interests  of  wildfowlers  and  those  interested 
in  the  sport  of  wildfowling,  wherein  it  is  sought 
to  uphold  and  maintain  the  interests  and  rights  of 
fowlers  of  all  classes,  foster  an  interest  in  matters 
relating  to  wildfowl  ornithology,  and,  in  certain 
cases,  assist  professionals,  etc.  Those  desiring  to 
join  or  wishing  further  information  should  com- 
municate with  Mr.  Stanley  Duncan,  hon.  sec.  (pro 
tern.),  44,  De  la  Pole,  Anlaby-road,  Hull,  who  will 
be  pleased  to  supply  further  particulars  in  regard 
to  the  association.  If  such  an  assoc  iation  is 
established,  we  sincerely  hope  that  it  will  not 
encourage  and  protect  birds  which  do  damage  to 
fisheries,  but  will  aim  at  keeping  down  the  numbers 
of  such  birds  to  reasonable  limits. 


SCIENCE  IN  SEA-ANGLING. 


"  Stop  a  moment,  lads,  I've  another  bite,"  as 
Midshipman  Easy  said,  just  as  they  were  about  to 
board  a  ship. 

These  words  are  exactly  suited  to  the  subject  on 
which  I  am  about  to  say  a  few  words ;  but  I  hope 
I  shall  not  receive  the  command,  as  he  did, 
"  Silence  in  that  boat,"  without  due  consideration 
of  the  matter  on  which  I  am  writing.  The  point 
I  would  like  to  argue,  as  our  friend  "  Jack  Easy  " 
always  said  in  his  early  days — and  these  are  my 
early  days  on  this  "  point '' — is  whether  it  is  not 
possible  to  bring  more  science  to  bear  on  the 
practice  of  sea-angling. 

Napoleon  the  Great  said  "  nothing  was  impos- 
sible," and  though  I  don't  pretend  to  say  that  any 
of  us  are  Napoleons,  still,  nevertheless,  seeing 
what  has  been  done  in  our  other  branches  of 
angling,  there  is  every  hope  that  matters  may  be 
mended,  and  I  do  not  write  without,  figurati\  ely 
speaking,  "  my  book,"  as  I  will  presently  show. 

As  I  h.ave  said  before  in  this  paper,  when  sea 
fish — as  well  as  all  others  for  the  matter  of  that — 
are  in  the  mood,  it  does  not  matter  whether  you 
are  usiag  a  single  salmon  gut  trace  or  a  waggon 
rope,  the  fish  will  feed ;  and  then  again,  to  quote 
Captain  Marryat,  it  is  only  a  matter  of  "  pull 
devil,  pull  baker,  ' 

But  as  all  anglers — that  is,  fishermen  who  angle 
merely  for  sport — know,  it  is  ten  times  more  satis- 
factory to  catch  fish  when  you  know  it  is  by  your 
own  skill  and  by  the  use  of  certain  tackle. 

This  does  not  only  apply  to  sea  fish  but  all  other 
kinds. 

In  the  matter  of  trout,  for  instance,  I  can  speak 
from  experience.  During  my  yoimger  days  I  was 
content  to  fill  my  basket  "  catch  as  catch  can," 
to  use  a  well-worn  satirical  allusion  to  the  fly- 
fishers  who  plied  their  craft  in  rough  and  broken 
water  streams,  but  soon,  very  soon,  I  am  glad  to 
say,  I  became  content  with  a  dozen  or  so,  even 
then  throwing  back  many  measuring  beyond  the 
limit  of  size  laid  down  by  the  "  powers  "  under 
whose  rules  I  was  fishing. 

I  used  to  get  a  bit  sick  of  the  fish  taking  my  fly 
when  put  to  them  in  the  crudest  of  manners,  per- 
haps my  '•  cast "  having  been  spoiled  by  the 
ruffling  of  the  wind,  and  I  often  would  wander 
on  along  the  bank  of  the  river  I  was  fishing  in  the 
hope  I  might  find  some  less  experienced  angler  to 
whom  I  might  lend  some  assistance  by  advising 
him  as  to  what  fly  he  should  use  with  the  greatest 
likeliliood  of  bringing  him  success — that  is,  a  full 
basket. 

But  in  the  same  manner  as  I  am  writing  of  the 
science  which  may  be  added  to  sea-angling,  I 
found  it  better  to  be  careful  in  what  manner  I  did 
it,  as  I  often  found  the  less  the  angler  knew  the 
more  he  thought  he  knew,  and  for  this  reason  I 
put  forward  these  few  words  with  all  due  deference 
to  the  opinions  of  others. 

Day  by  day  there  are  now  anglers  signing  their 
articles  of  apprenticeship  to  the  art  of  sea-fishing, 
and  I  would  ask  tliem  to  "  stand  by  "  a  bit  and 
let  those  whose  experience  is  more  matured  help 
me  in  what  I  am  seeking. 

I  remember  as  if  it  were  only  j'esterday  how  at 
one  time  I  thought  I; knew  everything  about  trout- 
fishing,  but  suddenly  I  received  at  a  point  I  least 
expected  the  "fall"  I  had  been  riding  for  as 
straight  as  a  die.  In  those  days,  I  remember  so 
well,  with  best  intent,  liowever,  I  used  to  say : 
"  Such  and  such  a  fly  will  do  the  trick,"  but  after- 
wards I  softened  it  by  saying :  "Might  I  suggest 
such  and  such  a  fly,"  and  then  the  question  asked 
was:  "Have  you  tried  it?"  To  which  I  would 
reply  by  showing  my  basket — and  more  often  than 
not  received  grateful  thanks  for  the  hint. 

Though  I  have  quoted  trout-fishing,  my  experi- 
ence in  comparison  with  sea-fishing  is  no  less,  and 
I  hope  I  have  not  been  scattering  seed  on  barren 
soil.  But  it  is  not  exactly  my  object  now  to 
teach  the  young  how  to  shoot,  or,  rather,  fish, 
only  to  bring  before  the  minds  of  experienced 
sea  anglers  that  the  time  must  be  now  come  when 
their  craft  should  be  lifted  into  a  higher  standard 
than  which  it  now  stands. 

The  holding  of  angling  festivals  in  nearly  all  our 
sea-coast  towns  has  brought  the  matter  promi- 
nently before  the  public,  and  though  all  the  chief 
prizes  are  given  for  the  greatest  weight  of  fish,  it 
might  be  suggested  that  by  the  study  of  the 
selection  of  different  tackle  and  the  different  ways 
of  using  them,  more  skill  may  be  brought  into 


play,  besides  fish  being  caught  which  would  other- 
wise not  have  been  captured. 

At  present,  with  the  exception  of  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  rod,  little  seems  to  ha\e  been  added  to 
the  tackle-box  of  the  sea-angler  which  will  bring 
about  a  more  favourable  result  than  was  known 
ten  y  ears  ago,  but  that  there  are  "  ways  and 
means  "  of  accomplishing  this  end  I  feel  sure. 

Only  at  the  last  Hastings  Sea- Angling  Festival 
I  noticed  that  the  greater  number  of  bass  were 
caught  by  an  angler  using  a  diff'erent  rig  to  others, 
and  this  on  two  days  following  from  two  diff'erent 
jners,  and  therefore  I  would  again  suggest  that  if 
sea-anglers  put  their  minds  to  it  a  great  deal  more 
will  still  be  learned. 

They  say  "  what  is  worth  doing  is  worth  doing 
well,"  and  unless  sea-angling  is  to  be  placed  on 
the  same  standing  as  Ping-Pong  or  Diabolo,  vitle 
Mr.  Punch's  almanac,  it  would  seem  that  it  is 
worth  the  careful  consideration  of  those  who  are 
so  deeply  interesting  themselves  in  the  matter, 
and  that  experiments  should  be  tried  in  every 
shape  and  -  fashion  by  all  those  who  are  in  a 
position  for  bringing  more  science  into  sea-angling. 

Phkasant  Tail, 


THE  MARVELLOUS  NEW 
ZEALAND  TROUT. 

A  FRIEND  of  mine  who  has  just  returned  from 
this  El  Dorado  for  the  sportsman  confirms  the 
wonderful  tales  I  had  been  reading,  and  half 
believing,  of  these  magnificent  trout. 

Of  course,  spinning  and  fly  fishing  are  the  most 
sportsmanlike  methods  out  there,  as  here,  and 
mention  of  other  lures  must  not  be  held  to  imply 
approval.  Some  of  these  require  a  certain  amount 
of  courage  in  the  angler,  for  one  of  the  baits  used 
is  a  sort  of  cricket,  with  a  crackjaw  name,  but 
called  locally  the  "  Blackfellow,"  and  is  able  to  give 
"severe  bites."  It  can  best  be  grasped  by  the 
back,  and  is  fixed  on  double-hooked  tackle,  being 
as  big  as  it  is  ugly. 

How  fond  the  colonists  are  of  the  old  familiar 
names  —  Cbristchurch,  Winchester,  Canterbury, 
Kelso,  Clyde,  etc.,  continually  recur. 

Many  trout  seem  to  be  taken  in  the  salt  water, 
and  among  others  a  401b,  trout  is  mentioned  as 
being  caught  in  the  nets  at  Moeraki,  in  Otago  ;  it 
is  not,  however,  a  properly  authenticated  fish. 
I  am  giving  the  weight  on  the  authority  of  the 
Otago  Daily  Times  and  Witness. 

Sea  fish  are  very  plentiful,  so  the  place  is  a 
paradise  for  the  sea  fisher  as  well  as  the  ambitious 
inland  angler.  J.  Paul  Taylor. 


DO  SERPENTS  EAT  FISH? 


One  June  afternoon  in  the  year  1904,  on  the 
West  Coast  of  Scotland,  I  made  up  my  mind  to 
turn  out  three  thousand  salmon  fry  into  a  little 
stream  of  spring  water.  I  carried  them  in  a  pail 
from  the  fish  hatchery  to  the  stream,  which  was 
about  three  miles  distant.  The  pail  I  used  was 
enamelled,  and  had  a  little  spout,  also  a  tin  lid.  The 
day  was  very  warm  and  the  sun  shining  brightly, 
and  had  been  for  more  than  a  week  previously,  so 
the  ground  had  got  very  dry  and  hard.  I  started 
away  from  the  hatchery  about  two  o'clock  across 
the  moor,  for  a  short  cut. 

After  going  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  I  came 
across  an  adder  lying  in  some  long  heather  in  a 
very  dry  place.  I  put  down  the  pail  in  the  shade 
against  a  bank  about  four  yards  from  where  the 
adder  was  lying.  Then  I  ran  to  a  clump  of  birch 
trees  that  were  growing  about  two  hundred  yards 
away.  There  I  cut  a  stick  to  kill  the  adder,  but 
on  returning  to  where  it  laid  I  found  it  had  dis- 
appeared, and  could  not  be  found  anywhere. 

So  I  started  on  my  journey  once  again.  After 
going  another  quarter  of  a  mile  I  got  on  the  public 
road.  It  was  a  little  better  to  walk  on,  but  not 
much — there  was  no  heather  growing  upon  it,  but 
plenty  of  grass.  I  had  not  gone  far  on  the  roadway 
when  I  met  a  young  lady,  a  friend  of  mine,  who 
was  carrying  a  small  parcel  under  her  arm,  and 
seemed  to  be  a  bit  fatigued  after  walking  eight 
miles  from  town.  We  stood  talking  for  a  few 
minutes,  and  then  she  asked  me  if  I  would  like  a 
fig,  so,  of  course,  I  took  one,  as  I  never  refuse 
fruit  unless  it  is  forbidden.  Then  she  took  the  lid 
off'  the  pail  to  have  a  look  at  the  fish  (after  asking 
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and  getting  my  consent),  but  lo  !  there  were  two 
adders  in  the  pail  along  with  the  fish. 

The  lid  was  thrown  away,  and  went  rolling  down 
the  road  for  about  thirty  yards.  The  parcel  of 
]^gs,  of  course,  fell  into  the  pail  amongst  the  fish 
and  adders.  Both  adders  were  alive,  and  were 
soon  out  on  the  road.  I  managed  to  kill  them 
before  they  got  far.  Then  I  had  a  job  taking  the 
figs  out,  not  because  they  were  of  any  use  to  U8 
but  because  the  fish  were  not  large  enough  to  feed 
on  tigs,  and  if  left  in  they  might  do  the  fry  a  lot  of 
harm.  Then  I  stuck  the  adders'  heads  into  the 
ground,  so  as  to  prevent  flies  carrying  the  poison 
on  to  any  person  or  beast,  and  left  the  figs  lying  on 
the  side  of  the  road.  I  hurried  on  till  I  came  to 
the  first  running  stream,  when  I  gave  the  fry  fresh 
water.  After  that  I  journeyed  on  and  gave  them 
their  liberty,  about  a  quarter  past  three,  none  the 
worse  for  the  jom-ney. 

Then  I  turned  homewards,  wondering  how  the 
adders  got  into  the  pail.  I  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  they  must  have  crawled  down  the  spout  for 
a  drink  during  the  time  I  was  away  cutting  the 
stick,  and  the  spout  must  have  been  against  the 
bank.  When  I  got  back  to  where  I  left  their 
carcases,  I  saw  the  figs  were  gone,  and  some 
crows  were  knocking  about,  so  I  expect  they  had 
a  high  feed  for  once  in  their  lives. 

After  a  post-mo7-tem  examination  on  the  adders, 
I  found  that  oiie  of  them  contained  twenty-two 
salmon  fry,  and  the  other  sixteen,  but  whether 
they  swallowed  them  or  the  fry  swam  down 
their  throats  remains  a  m^•stery  to  me.  I  have 
known  adders  to  swallow  frogs  and  mice,  also 
yoimg  birds,  but  that  was  the  first  and  last  time  I 
have  known  salmon  to  be  found  in  a  serpent's 
inside.  I  have  known  of  a  trout  that  was  caught 
on  a  fly,  and  after  it  was  landed  the  party  was 
astonished  to  see  a  serpent  taken  out  of  its  mouth 
about  a  foot  long.  That  trout  was  only  31b. 
weight.  Adder. 


CATCHING  SHAEKS  WITH  EOD 
AND  LINE. 


The  ketch  Osprey  had  been  anchored  inshore 
ofE  Matanzas  Inlet  for  three  days,  and  the  crew, 
consisting  of  captain  and  ovmer  and  Plinius,  who 
acted  in  the  capacity  of  mate,  deckhand,  and  cook, 
had  had  little  success  in  catching  channel  bass  or 
redfish,  which  was  their  object  in  these  waters. 

The  channel  bass,  like  the  Indian,  is  very  un- 
certain. A  day  when  joxi  least  expect  his  visits 
he  will  be  seen  darting  through  the  breakers  to 
some  inside  channel  and  running  along  the  surf  in 
pursuit  of  small  fish.  The  young  or  small  mullet 
seem  the  most  attractive  lure  to  this  gamy  fish, 
which  is  second  to  none  in  the  Southern  waters. 
As  a  food  fish  the  flesh  is  firm,  white,  and  of  the 
texture  and  flavour  of  our  Northern  striped  bass, 
but  only  a  trifle  coarser.  During  a  cold  norther 
in  March,  they  keep  to  the  deep  warm  water  off 
shore,  but  after  a  few  days  of  warmer  weather  and 
sunshine  seek  their  food  in  the  inlets  and  rivers 
running  into  them,  such  as  Matanzas,  where  they 
are  taken  in  shoal  water  on  mullet  bait. 

We  had  been  fishmg  on  the  inside  bar  during  the 
last  of  the  flood  and  first  of  the  ebb  tide,  taking  only 
two  bass  of  11  lb.  and  161b.,  when  the  sharks  became 
numerous.  They  took  our  bait  and  tackle  clean 
away,  and  we  decided  to  up  anchor  and  leave  for 
other  grounds  inshore,  trusting  to  kill  some  sheeps- 
head,  whiting,  sea-bass,  or  some  other  small  fry. 

I  was  fishing  with  a  two-piece  bass  rod,  butt  and 
tip,  with  a  reel  holding  200yds.  of  Une,  and  a  piano- 
wire  snell  on  a  large-sized  bass  hook.  I  was  reeling 
in  slowly  while  the  crew  was  getting  up  anchor, 
when  something  took  the  bait  with  a  rush  that 
would  have  surprised  a  tarpon,  and  started  for  the 
ocean.  Away  went  50yds.  of  line  before  I  could 
put  on  the  drag  or  get  any  pressure  on  the  leather 
stop  on  the  reel.  A  httle  thin  smoke  appeared  as 
the  line  went  spinning  out  under  the  leather.  I  had 
on  every  pound  of  force  I  could  exert  on  the  reel, 
without  any  apparent  result.  Plinius  had  taken 
in  the  anchor,  so  we  Avere  afloat  as  well  as  the  fish. 
I  was  advised  by  the  mate,  cook  and  hand  to  cut 
loose  and  save  what  line  I  could,  it  being  a  21-thread 
tarpon  line  that  had  done  excellent  service  in  taking 
those  fish. 

At  different  times  and  places  I  have  taken  various 
sharks  of  all  sizes  and  kinds  ;  in  fact,  the  killing 
of  sharks  is  only  a  matter  of  having  plenty  of  line, 
a  good  rod  and  reel,  and  giving  him  time  ;  1  have 
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seen  sharks  10ft.  long  killed  on  a  tari)on  rod  at 
Boca  Ci-ande  on  tlie  west  coast  after  cutting  in  half 
a  401b.  jewfish  with  one  snap  of  his  jaAV  ■w'Wde  being 
hauled  up  from  the  deep  water  on  the  line  of  the 
fisherman  without  his  knowing  it,  except  by  the 
lessening  of  weight,  and,  as  the  angler  said  to  me, 
"  It  was  like  cutting  tissue-paper  with  a  pair  of 
shears."  Most  of  the  sharks  I  have  taken  run  deep 
except  the  little  grev  shark,  averaging  some  '.]0\h., 
who  leaps  several  times  on  being  hooked.  These 
sharks  are  common,  and  are  a  nuisance  to  the  taipon 
fisherman,  and  are  found  at  Fort  Meyers  and  in  all 
the  bays  running  into  Charlotte  Harbour,  and  the 
inlets  on  the  west  coast.  They  make  excellent 
fishing  on  a  bass -rod  if  one  is  after  shark. 

The  shai'k  I  had  hooked  now  was  of  a  different 
variety  from  any  I  had  tackled  in  my  previous 
experiences.  On  taking  his  first  jump,  and  viewing 
his  surroundings  above  water,  he  acted  as  if  he 
wanted  to  stay  there.  Phnius  looked  on  with  deep 
interest  and  surprise  to  find  that  after  every  jump 
I  still  had  the  shark  on  the  line.  He  enlightened 
me  somewhat  by  expressing  his  opinion  that  it  was 
a  leaping  man-eater  that  is  seldom  seen  hereabouts, 
but  1  have  caught  them  on  a  shark  line  while  fishing 
at  Key  West,  but  no  man  can  take  a  shark  like 
that  on  a  rod.  Why,  I  saw  a  shark  of  that  kind 
puU  three  men  off  a  dock  down  there  two  years 
ago,  after  mv  telling  them  if  they  wanted  to  catch 
shark  on  a  line  to  get  into  a  boit.  After  a  time 
Plinius  said  to  me  : 

"  Mr.  Boss, "you  can  never  kill  that  fish  on  a  rod ; 
he  will  keep  up  that  leaping  all  the  morning."  I 
knew  bett-er,  and  after  making  several  more  leaps, 
always  bent  in  a  semi-circle,  his  head  and  tail  nearly 
touching,  I  found  he  was  well  fastened,  and  it 
would  be,  perhaps,  a  matter  of  a  half-hour  when  I 
should  have  him  alongside  the  boat.  I  kept  taking 
in  all  the  line  I  could  when  he  made  his  leaps  and 
between  his  rushes.  I  have  had  the  good  fortune 
to  catch  some  large  leaping  fish — such  as  tarpon 
and  salmon — but  if  these  leaping  qualities  be  com- 
pared to  those  of  this  shark  they  were  as  children 
to  a  full-grown  man.  This  shark  left  the  water  by 
clean  leaps  twenty-one  times  before  I  got  him  under 
control.  He  was  finished  by  having  a  shot  put 
through  his  head.  Being  too  large  to  take  in  the 
skiff",  we  fastened  a  line  to  his  tail  and  towed  him  back 
to  the  Osvrey.  He  measured  a  little  under  7ft. — 
C.  D.  B.  W.,  in  Forest  and  Stream. 


"SLADE'S  POND." 


It  was  always  referred  to  as  "  Slade's  Pond," 
but  really  it  was  "  Slade's  Friend's  Pond,"  and  he 
called  it  a  lake ;  what  I  called  it  after  my  day's 
fishing  is  best  not  inquired  into.  Mind,  I  am 
not  angry  with  Slade  ;  he  is  too  good  a  chap, 
and  never,  I  suppose,  meant  better  than  on  this 
present  occasion.  Perhaps,  then,  I  am  an  uncon- 
scionable grumbler— it  may  be — yet  blank  days  are 
not,  I  think,  altogether  unknown  to  the  common- 
alty of  anglers.  My  own  record  of  sport  contains 
many  such  entries  as  "not  a  bite,"  "wind  east." 
"  nil,"  "  no  sport,"  etc.,  and  so  on,  ad  lib.  And 
yet — well  somehow  this  time,  rightly  or  wrongly, 
I  had  given  free  rein  to  fancy,  and  the  jade  had 
played  me  very  false  indeed.  It  wasn't  Slade's  fault. 
When  we  met  I  thanked  him,  and  said  no  more. 
You  see,  he  is  no  fisherman,  and  so  I  wish  it  to 
be  clearly  understood  that  I  bear  him  no  ill  will, 
and  that  whatever  I  may  have  said  or  thought 
about  him  on  that  memorable  day,  or  tjiat  I  may 
be  led  to  mention  in  this  brief  history,  must  be 
taken  as  necessary  to  the  tale,  and  not  as  may  pos- 
sibly appear  as  expressions  of  bitter  and  undying 
hatred. 

"Well,"  as  my  old  boatman  puts  it,  "  it  'pears 
to  be  about  thiswise  "  :  Slade  had  in  some  way  dis- 
covered my  weakness  for  angling — how  I  do  not 
know,  it  must  have  leaked  out  in  conversation  at 
some  time  or  other,  and  ever  since  he  had  been 
pressing  me  to  come  down  and  try  this  pond. 
"  Local  opinion,"  he  said,  "  peopled  it  with  fabulous 
fish  ;  children  were  not  allowed  to  play  near  it  on  ac- 
coimt  of  the  dangers  from  monstrous  pike,"  and  "  no 
dog  had  ever  yet  entered  its  waters  and  returned 
alive."  For  years  I  had  attributed  these  tales  to 
Slade's  imagination — he  is  a  golfer.  At  last,  how- 
ever, tempted  by  the  possibilities,  I  had  yielded, 
and  what  happened  is  herewith  set  fortli.  The 
journey  down  need  not  be  described— we  all  think 
our  own  line  the  best,  and  I  should  not  like  my 
idea  of  his  to  come  to  Slade's  eai-. 
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There  was,  I  believe,  a  flower  show  at  the  next 
village,  and  that  may  account  foi-  the  extrenit* 
popularity  of  the  train — there,  were  sixteen  in  my 
carriage  ;  and  an  hour  and  a  half  of  standing  u)), 
or  rather  swaying  about,  trying  the  while  to  con- 
trol a  ljundle  of  rods,  a  creel,  and  a  bait  can,  ma\ 
perhaps  be  .some  excuse  for  anything  I  and  the 
other  fifteen  passengers  may  have  mentioned  as 
we  travelled  on. 

Neither  in  common  fairness  can  I  hold  Slade 
responsible  for  the  gentles- they  will  escape.  No 
tin  has  yet  been  invented — or  at  least  in  a  search 
of  years  I  have  not  found  it — that  will  entirely 
imprison  them.  There  is  a  steady,  dogged  persis- 
tence about  a  gentle  that  has  always  commanded 
my  respect,  and  that,  I  am  sure,  could,  in  the. 
hands  of  some  skilful  master,  be  turned  into  an 
excellent  moral  lesson  for  the  young.  Bruce's 
spider  and  our  old  friend  the  tortoise^  I  hold  as 
nothing  to  it. 

This  present  instance  was  perhaps  the  worst  I 
have  yet  experienced.  I  am  glaxl  they  fell  down 
the  neck  of  a  mild-mannered  cleric.  There  were 
people  seated  in  that  carriage  who  might,  I  felt, 
have  been  very  nasty  indeed  liad  a  similar  accident 
happened  to  them.  As  it  was,  I  think  ever^'  credit 
is  due  to  the  reverend  gentleman  that  after  great 
seai'ching  and  scratching  he  did  not  call  the  guard, 
but  contented  himself  with  handing  me  my  lost 
property  with  a  bow  aiid-  the  remark  that  he 
thought  "  these  must  belong  to  me."  For  the  rest 
of  that  journey  I  carried  the  box  in  my  pocket,  and 
tried  to  bear  the  looks  of  the  victim  and  the 
remarks  of  the  fourteen  other  travellers  in  a  jjroper 
and  chastened  spirit.  At  the  time  I  thought 
harshly  of  Slade,  but  after  mature  consideration  I 
am  free  to  admit  that  in  this  particular  matter  he 
is  entirely  and  absolutely  free  from  blame. 

The  station  reached,  I  put  my  gentles  and  myself 
upon  the  platform,  and  looked  eagerly  about  for  my 
friend — he  was  not  there.  "  Downchester  ?  "  yes, 
the  name  was  right.  I  asked  the  porter,  "  Mr. 
Slade  '?  "  "  Oh  yes,  met  the  9.17."  I  begged  the 
porter's  pardon,  "  this  was  the  9.17."  The  jiorter 
begged  mine,  •'  this  was  the  relief,"  the  flower  show 
at  Dumbleton  had  "made  'em  busy."  It  wasn't 
his  fault  I  know,  but  I  could  not  help  thinking 
Slade  a  little  careless  in  arranging  my  visit  to 
coijicide  with  this  horticultural  festival. 

However,  fishing  was  to  be  the  first  considera- 
tion, sociability  the  second ;  so  I  determined  to 
push  on  to  the  water  as  soon  as  possible,  and  to 
call  with  the  spoil  at  my  friend's  place  in  the 
evening.  This  I  thought  rather  a  good  move,  for 
I  feared  a  visit  to  Slade  Castle  might  mean  much 
delay.  He  is  a  gardener,  and  I  know  these  gar- 
deners. "Just  have  a  look  round,"  they  say; 
"  won't  take  you  five  minutes,"  and,  secretly 
hoping  for  some  nice  fruit  and  a  bunch  of  flowers, 
"  round  "  you  go.  "  That's  where  the  roses  are — 
only  of  course  they  are  not  out  yet ;  fine  lot  of 
plums  here — later  on  ;  you  must  come  down  when 
they're  ripe  ;  splendid  pears  those — we  pick  'em 
next  November."  "  Peaches  ?  "  "  Yes,  all  along 
that  wall — not  nearly  ready  though."  "  Goose- 
berries ■? "  "  Eather ;  there  they  are,  tlie  big 
yellow  sort  —  only  they're  gi-een  at  present." 
"  Apples  ?  "  "  Yes,  shaping  well ;  good  keepers." 
"Strawberries?"  "There  were  plenty — all  over 
now."  "Grapes?"  "House  is  full  of  'em— but 
the  governor  won't  have  them  touched." 

After  about  two  hours  of  this,  yon  mildly  suggest 
that  you  came  down  "  to  fish."  They  are  quite 
hurt.  "  Well,  there's  all  the  afternoon,"  they  say  ; 
"  besides,  you  haven't  seen  the  kitchen  garden  and 
the  rockery  yet."  So  round  you  go  again,  and 
after  another  wasted  hour,  during  wiich  you've 
seen  where  the  celery  "will  be,"  and  the  asparagus 
"was,"  you  firmly  say  that  you  "really  must  be 
off,"  and  off  you  go,  leaving  the  impression  behind 
that  you  are  "  not  as  nice  as  they  thought  you 
were."  "  Something  wrong  with  a  man  that 
doesn't  like  a  garden"  they  tell  each  other 
when  you  have  finally  escaped,  and  the\- 
wonder  what  Fred  can  "  see  in  you,"  and 
why  he  asked  you  down.  And  then  some- 
one remembers  that  you  "  didn't  see  the 
pergola,"  and  they  all  come  down  to  ithe  gate 
and  call  after  you,  and  you,  being  alone,  refer  to 
pergolas  in  terms  anything  but  agricultural,  and, 
pretending  not  to  hear,  nod,  wave  them  a  farewell, 
and  hrurry  on  again.  No,  thank  you,  I  know  these 
gardeners,  and  I  wish  to  hereby  give  notice  that 
next  time  I  really  long  to  see  a  garden — well  Kew 
or  the  Botanical  will  fully  supply  my  every  want. 
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began, 
fishing 
much, 
said. 


So  I  decide  to  be  unsociable,  and  to  start  fishing 
at  the  earliest  moment.  What  if  the  journey 
down  has  been  uncomfortable  ?— what  if  I  ha\  e 
missed  Slade  ?  The  fishing  is  the  great  thing,  after 
all— and  have  I  not  his  word  for  it  that  it  is 
splendid  ? 

True,  he  is  no  fisherman,  but  has  he  not  quoted 
local  tradition,  and  besides  he  has  skated  there  and 
seen  through  the  ice  great  shadowy  forms  glide  to 
and  fro.    A  little  further  information  may  perhaps 
be  useful,  so  I'll  just  call  at  the  Duke's  Head  and 
see  what  mine  host  can  tell  me.    A  cheering  sight 
greets  me  in  the  hall— great,  monstrous  pike  and 
perch  and  carp  in  cases,  seven  of  them,  the  sort  that 
other  people  tell  one  they  have  caught,  and  one  reads 
about  in  books.    And,  yes— I  look  again— yes,  on 
each  case  is  written,  "  From  Downchester  Lake, 
Aug,  13, 1906  "  ;  all  on  the  same  date.    What  a 
time  some  lucky  angler  must  have  had.    Slade  ivas 
right,  then ;  what  a  good  chap  he  is,  to  be  sure ;  must 
keep  in  with  him  more  than  ever — come  down 
later  and  spend  a  whole  day  in  his  garden,  or 
something  of  that  sort.    "  Halloa,  halloa,  M-hat  ho, 
there  !  " — I  am  quite  excited — must  see  mine  host 
at  once,  please."    "Good  day  to  you  ;  a  bottle  of 
your  best,  something  rich  and  rare,  and  perhaps  you 
and  your  lady  wife  will  join   me?"    "  Yes  — 
capital ;  sit  down,  then.    To  your  health,  madam, 
and  to  yours  ;  and  now  tell  me  the  story  of  these 
mighty  fish."    "What's  he  sav  ? "  queried  the 
hostess.   "  The  gentleman's  goin'-fishin',  and  wants 
to  know  about  them  cases,"  answered  the  land- 
lord, jerking  his  thumb  towards  them,  and  speaking 
loudly  mto  his  wife's  ear.    "  There  ain't  much  o' 
that  down  here  nowadays,  is  there.  Bill?"  said 
she,  looking  at  my  rods  and  basket,  and  shaking  her 
head  the  while.    It  was  the  first  jarring  note  ;  still, 
in  the  face  of  the  evidence  before  me,  my  excite- 
ment continued  unabated.  "  Recharge  your  glass," 
I  said,  "  and  tell  me  who  caught  them"^  and  how." 
"  Well,  it's  like  this,  sir,"  replied  the  landlord, 
emptymg  and  re-filling  as  he  spoke  ;  "  they  weren't 
exactly  catched— leastways  catched  with  a  line  as 
you  means  it— they  were,  so  to  speak,  took  out." 
Not  knowing  who  might  be  responsible  for  the 
unsportsmanlike  method  of  their  capture,  I  made 
no  conunent  on  the  point,  but  contented  myself 
with  the  thought  that  however  they  were  taken, 
the  great  thing  was  that  they  really  did  come 
from  Downchester  Lake.     "I  expect  there  are 
plenty  left  for  me,"  I  said,  and  looked  cheerfully 
from  the  fish  to  my  basket  and  from  the  basket  to 
the  rods,  and  then  back  to  the  fish  again,  and  I 
thought  pleasantly  of  Slade,  and  regretted  having 
blamed  him  for  the  train  journey.  Something 
m  mine  host's  manner  attracted  mv  attention. 
"  Well,"  I  said,  smilingly,  "  better  fish  in  the  sea, 
you  know."    "  So  there  may  be  in  the  sea,  like 
enough;   but  not  in  Downchester  Lake,  it's  a 
sure  thing." 

A  suspicion  that  he  had  more  to  tell  began  to 
take  hold  of  me.  "Go  on,"  I  said.  "What  is 
it?"  Boniface  pushed  the  decanter  of  old  and 
crusted  towards  me,  motioned  me  to  fill  up,  and 
solemnly  waited  till  I  had  done  so.  Then,  averting 
his  glance  and  tapping  nervously  on  the  floor,  he 
spoke  the  words  that  completely  ended  my  day's 
sport,  and  that,  I  am  afraid,  made  it  very  difficult 
for  me  to  think  in  any  but  the  bitterest  spirit  of 
Slade  for  many  a  long  day  afterwards.  "  Nineteen 
hundred  and  six  was  a  dry  summer,"  he  began, 
"  and— well  the  lake  dried  right  up,  and,  it's  no 
use  deceiving  you,  sir,  but  every  fish,  big"— I 
nodded  at  the  cases—"  and  little,  was  took  out." 
There  seemed  nothing  more  to  be  said,  the  landlord 
had  told  me  the  story  in  as  kindly  a  way  as 
possible,  and  I  thanked  him,  paid  the  reckoning 
and  departed. 

Mournfully  I  wandered  stationwards,  choosing  a 
side  lane  as  it  seemed  wiser  to  run  no  risk  of 
meeting  Slade  in  my  then  mood ;  my  gear 
seemed  to  have  become  very  heavy  to  carry,  and 
I  suppose  something  in  my  manner  must  have 
suggested  disappointment.  At  any  rate,  be  that  as 
it  may,  the  fact  remains  that  my  reverie  was 
suddenly  broken  by  a  cheery  voice  which  said, 
"  Halloa,  sir — you  there  with  the  rods — you're 
trespassing;  this  lane  is  private,  you  know."  I 
looked  up  in  surprise.     "Well,  the  fact  is,"  I 

".I  "    "I.  know,  I  know;  you've  been 

in   Downchester   Lake  and  not  caught 
eh?"    "I'm  sorry  to  be  trespassing,"  I 

•but  the  fact  is  "    "I  know,  I  know," 

inteiTupted  the  old  gentleman,  a  retired  naval 
officer  I  judged  him  to  be,  and  one  accustomed 


to  command  ;  still,  I  did  wish  he  would  allow 
me  to  tell  him  what  I  thought  of  Slade.  I 
was  bursting  with  indignation,  and  a  sympathetic 
listener  just  then  would  have  gone  far  to  soothe  my 
angry  feelings.  Mind,  I  was  not  blaming  Slade  for 
the  past  dry  summer— no— but  I  had  an  unreason- 
ing, though  not,  I  think,  unjustifiable,  desire  to 
get  level  with  him  for  having  cheated  me 
out  of  what  must  have  been  the  finest  opportu- 
nity to  get  specimens  that  ever  had  come  my  way. 

Those  stuffed  monsters  had  for  the  time  being 
completely  warped  my  better  nature  ;  true,  Slade 
had  for  years  been  asking  me  down— but  that  was 
no  excuse,  he  should  have  insisted  upon  it ;  that, 
in  my  opinion,  is  where  he  failed.  And  now  in  this 
desperate  frame  of  mind  I  had  met  an  irritating 
idiot  who  checked  my  every  attempt  at  con\  ersa- 
tion  with  an  exasperating  "  I  know,  I  know." 
Eventually,  however,  he  really  did  "  know,"  and 
the  elfect  upon  him  was  of  a  most  startling  and 
extraordinary  nature,  making  me  glad  that  I  was 
not  as  he  wished  "upon  my  quarter-deck  now, 
sir,  by  gad !  "  Had  I  been  I  believe  he  would 
have  yard -armed  me,  or  laid  on  a  good  round  dozen 
at  the  very  least. 

"  The  fact  is,"  I  began  again,  "  a  friend  of  mine, 

a  Mr.  "  I  got  no  farther.  Muttering  "  I  know," 

the  naval  gentleman  took  me  kindly  by  the  arm,  and 
opening  a  gate  that  led  into  a  delightful  garden, 
pointed  to  a  sailcloth  hammock,  and  told  me  to 
"bring-to"  while  he  fetched  a  "nip  of  grog." 
"  Eight  bells,"  he  added,  pleasantly,  and  retired 
towards  the  house.  Things  were  taking  a  more 
cheerful  turn,  and  I  began  to  have  a  better  opinion 
of  the  old  gentleman,  and  even  to  regard  Slade  in 
a  less  unfavourable  light.  The  grog  was  of  a  most 
excellent  character,  and  our  relations  were  of  the 
friendliest— I  had  indeed  been  given  quite  a  pres- 
sing invitation  to  come  down  and  shoot  in  the 
autumn.  We  were  discussing  a  second  glass,  and 
the  Captain  was  beaming  good  nature  on  all  the 
world,  when  a  pause  in  the  conversation  gave  me 
the  looked-for  chance. 

"The  friend  that  asked  me  down  to  fish  is  a 
neighbour  of  yours,"  I  remarked.  "  Lord  Down- 
chester and  I  were  at  school  together,"  answered 
the  worthy  Captain.  "Ah,  I  meant  Mr.  Slade," 
I  said,  and  as  by  now  I  had  quite  forgiven  him,  I 

continued,  "  one  of  the  very  best  "  but  I  was 

interrupted.    "  Your  friend,  Mr.  Slade,"  thundered 

my  host,  "  is  a  "    Well,  only  once  before  in  all 

my  fishing  career  have  I  heard  anything  to  approach 
it,  and  that  was  when  an  angler  came  on  to  the  pier 
at  Folkestone,  and,  having  spent  two  happy  hours  in 
arranging  and  baiting  a  long  line  of  one  hundred 
hooks,  threw  it  into  the  sea  without  having  fastened 
the  end.  The  Captain's  opinion  of  Slade  appeared 
to  entirely  coincide  with  the  angler's  opinion  of 
his  long  line;  and  the  coincidence  was  further 
strengthened  by  the  fact  that  after  about  five 
minutes  they  both  finished  by  becoming  inarticu 
late. 

I  gathered  my  gear  together,  and  thanking  the 
fierce  officer  for  his  hospitality,  added— and  my 
intention  was  strictly  truthful— that  "  while 
men  such  as  he  were  spared  to  us,  there  was  little 
doubt  that  England  would  retain  her  proud  posi- 
tion as  '  Mistress  of  the  Seas.'  "  This  remark, 
meant  to  be  complimentary  and  conciliatory,  had 
unfortunately  the  opposite  effect,  so  I  bowed 
myself  out  with  as  much  speed  as  seemed  com 
patible  with  dignity.  The  Captain's  parting  bene- 
diction being  too  nautical  to  bear  repeating  here, 
I  can  only  attempt  to  convey  it  to  the  mind  by, 
like  Silas  Wegg,  "  droppin'  into  poetry." 

"  Polite  it  might  not  be,  and  none  too  nice, 
But  still  it  was  expressive  and  concise." 
In  a  subsequent  interview  with  Slade,  I  dis- 
covered that  he  had  at  some  time  bested  the 
hospitable  but  fiery  gentleman  over  an  argument 
as  to  the  position  of  the  village  pump— a  fact 
never  forgotten 'nor  forgiven  by  the  gallant  officer. 
And  that,  I  think,  completes  the  true  history  of 
Slade's  Pond ;  it  is  a  good  while  ago  now,  and  I 
have  made  friends  once  more  on  the  distinct  under- 
standing that  I  am  to  be  asked  down  about  ten 
years  later  (by  which  date  the  fish  will  have  had 
time  to  grow  again)  for  another  day's  fishing  in 
Downchester  Lake.  Robert  Stanlev 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  tiiid  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridue 
given  below 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea.  (.'>5  miu.  for  Kew. 

40  „    „   Putney.  7.5   „    „  Kichmond. 

45  ,,  ,,  Hammersmith.  ""j80  ,,  ,,  Twickenham. 
50   „    ,,   Barnes.  (ss   „    „  Teddington. 

Example.— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge, 
it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

TIME  OP  High  Water  at  London  Bkidob. 

Saturday, 
Sunday, 
Monday, 
Tuesday, 
Wednesday, 
Thursday, 
Friday, 


Fell.  1 

Morning. 

Evening. 
  1.  5 

  1.33   

  1.59 

„  3 

  2.49 

  3.3ti 

4.23 

.  „  6 

5.  8 

„  7   

  5..')0 

"  You  really  don't  believe,  then,  that  a  man  is 
ever  too  old  to  learn  ?  "  "  Certainly  not.  Men 
have  been  known  to  get  married  at  the  age  of 
seventy-five  or  more." 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — General  Remarks. — Anglers  should 
make  the  best  of  their  time  now.  for  there  are  only 
five  weeks  more  before  coarse  fishermen  will  have 
to  put  away  their  rods  and  tackle  for  three  months. 
The  river  is  in  good  order  now,  and  roach  are  feeding 
well.  I  was  at  Ditton  on  Monday,  and  had  four 
dozen  roach,  but  only  eighteen  were  worth  retaining. 
Mr.  F.  Sands,  fishing  at  Ditton,  had  a  roach  of 
li^lb.,  and  lost  a  big  carp  after  playing  it  for  some 
time.  He  got  the  fish  to  the  top  of  the  water  and 
had  a  good  view  of  it,  but  in  a  subsequent  fight  for 
life  the  carp  won.  Mr.  J.  F.  Girling  has  taken  a 
nice  roach  of  1  lb.  lloz.,  and  Mr.  B.  Pope  has  had 
some  roach  over  I  lb.  each.  At  Walton  Mr.  Griffin 
has  taken  a  chub  of  4Jlb.,  a  very  good  Thames  fish. 
Pike,  perch,  and  chub  should  feed  well  now.  The 
stream  has  been  strong  all  the  week,  but  is  toning 
down,  and  anglers  should  find  it  in  capital  order 
this  week-end.  Hennings,  the  'Kingston  profes- 
sional, has  had  a  splendid  lot  of  roach  locally,  the 
best  fish  gomg  If  lb.  At  Teddington,  Mr.  Tomlinson, 
of  the  liingston  Piscatorials,  has  had  a  pike  of  8|lb. 
Bream  have  been  feeding  well  in  the  tidal  water. 
Mr.  Faulkner  has  taken  eight  dozen  roach  in  a  day's 
fishing  at  Marlow. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley).— Although  the  water  has 
been  running  a  good  colour  for  fishing  the  weather 
has  been  much  too  rough  for  succe.ssful  angling, 
some  days  the  river  being  like  a  sea,  the  winds  being 
very  rough.  Those  who  have  been  able  to  get  out 
during  a  quiet  time  have  met  with  success.  From 
Shiplake  I  hear  of  I8lb.  and  141b.  bags  of  roach, 
while  a  few  perch  and  jack  have  been  caught  in  the 
Henley  reach.  At  Mednienham  Mr.  R.  Escombe  has 
taken  a  pike  of  101b.  4oz.,  a  nice  made  fish,  which, 
with  another  of  9lb.,  I  have  for  preservation. 
Given  quieter  weather  some  good  sport  should  be 
had  as  the  water  is  right  and  there  is  less  stream. — 
Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Tedding-ton  Weir).— The  water  has 
now  got  all  right  after  the  floods,  and  if  no  more 
heavy  rain  falls  will  be  all  right.  I  have  been 
getting  a  few  jack  up  to  8|lb.  and  7  Jib.  with  Messrs. 
Chapman,  Newman,  and  Silcox.  On  Monday  I  got 
three  dozen  roach  (largest,  1  lb.  G^oz.),  and  one  bream 
of  21b.  Mr.  Tomlinson  has  taken  a  jack  of  81b.  loz. 
at  the  Weir.  Out  to-day  (Tuesday)  with  Messrs. 
Wheildon,  Wasp,  and  Edwards,  we  had  some  nice 
roach  and  dace.  1  have  a  few  very  fine  lamperns 
at  2s.  6d.  per  dozen  if  any  of  my  customers  require 
any. — Walter  McBride  (Professional). 

Thames  (Twickenham).— Since  my  last  report 
fishing  at  this  station  has  been  quiet.  The  Con- 
servancy were  drawing  the  water  down  on  Satur- 
day, Sunday  and  Monday  nights.  Despite  this  one 
or  two  good  catches  came  ashore,  notably  bream 
and  roach.  The  water  here  is  in  excellent  con- 
dition, and  I  think  we  shall  have  good  fishing  from 
now  until  I  report  again  next  week.  There 
will  soon  be  the  usual  big  catches  of  dace,  as  these 
fish  are  already  beginning  to  head  up  stream  from 
the  lower  reaches.  Prospects  are  good.  High  water 
Twickenham  Sunday  next,  2  p.m. — Tom  Auger. 

Thames  (Wraysbury).— The  gale  on  Jan.  26 
put  a  stop  to  fishing  soon  after  midday,  although 
the  weather  earlier  was  very  favourable.  Monday, 
however,  fully  atoned  for  the  di  appointment,  being 
bright  and  spring-like  all  day,  and  caught  the  best 
lot  of  roach  this  year,  best  1  lb.  6oz.,  and  four  others 
nearly  a  pound.  On  Jan.  28  I  tried  the  chub  and 
got  seven,  best  21b.  13oz.,  and  three  nice  perch. 
The  water  is  now  in  fine  condition  for  all  kinds  of 
fishing. — P.  Brown. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach).  —  On  most 
days  during  the  week  with  clear  and  bright  inter- 
vals and  the  water  still  in  good  condition  on  this 
free  river,  the  pike  angler  has  had  good  sport,  from 
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tlu-ee,  four  to  six  fish  a  rod  in  a  short  time.  There 
liave  been  over  fifty  fish  grassed  from  3lb.  each 
to  over  8Ib.  One  pike  was  weighed  in  at  the 
Albion  Club  Koom,  Cambridge,  for  the  special  prize 
offered  by  the  Club  for  the  largest  fish  had  during 
the  season.  This  fish  weighed  8Ib.  6oz.,  caught  not 
far  from  the  locks.  Prospects  good.  Live  bait  on 
the  spot.— John  O.  Geobge,  Beche-road,  Cam- 
bridge. 

Devonshire  Streams. — A  successful  season  has 
been  had  on  the  Exe,  where  the  receipts  for  licences 
exceeded  1906  by  £55,  but  very  heavy  expenses  in 
connection  with  extra  watching  have  put  the  board 
in  a  not  too  good  position.  Haddock  has  been 
plentiful  in  North  Devon  waters,  and  the  Appledore 
and  Bideford  fishermen  have  had  some  good  catches. 
Mr.  Fryer,  the  Inspector  of  Fisheries,  is  making  an 
appeal  for  the  widow  of  Water-bailiff  Pidler,  of 
Taw,  and  it  is  hoped  a  good  amoimt  will  be  forth- 
coming.— Devonian. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  annual 
statement  in  connection  with  the  Dart  Board  of 
Conservators  is  a  very  satisfactory  one.  The  total 
sum  received  for  licences  was  £436  8s.  Od. ,  against 
£416  3s.  6d.  the  previous  year,  while  from  the  Duchy 
tickets  there  was  received  £34  18s  3d.,  against 
£30 14s.  3d.  in  1907,  so  that  there  is  a  good 
increase  in  each  case,  which  goes  to  prove 
that  the  river  is  yearly  becoming  more  popular 
among  anglers.  The  year  commenced  with  a  balance 
of  £171  3s.  lOd.  in  hand  and  £250  on  deposit,  and 
concluded  with  £163  7s.  8d.  in  hand  and  £261  4s.  3d. 
on  deposit.  There  was  a  loss  on  the  year's  working 
of  £6  lis.  lid.,  but  when  it  is  remembered  that  the 
Board  have  spent  £112  28.  in  connection  with  the 
food  ponds  at  New  Bridge,  whereby  it  is  hoped  to 
increase  the  food  supply  for  fish,  the  result  is  very 
satislactory,  as  but  for  this  item  there  would 
have  been  a  further  substantial  amount  added 
to  the  balance  at  the  bank.  The  total  receipts 
for  the  year  were  £716  4s.  7d.  and  the  expenditure 
£562  16s.  Id.,  the  chief  items  being  £268  10s.  wages 
of  water  bailiffs,  and  £50  gratuity  granted  to  Water 
Bailiff  Soper,  who  recently  retired.  The  estimate 
for  the  current  year  showed  the  approximate  receipts 
to  be  £451  and  the  expenses  £393  16s.,  which  in- 
cludes £10  which  is  to  be  set  aside  for  restocking  the 
Harboume.  Anglers  will  view  with  satisfaction 
the  latter  announcement,  as  it  is  time  a  httle 
money  was  spent  on  the  stream  which  produces 
some  very  good  sport.  The  Board  have  dec  ded  to 
urge  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  to  do  the 
work  needed  as  speedily  as  possible  to  enable  salmon 
to  pass  over  the  weir  at  Staverton.  Dart  Angling 
As  ociation  have  as  usual  invited  the  Board  of  Con- 
servators to  nominate  three  of  their  members  to 
serve  on  the  Association,  and  it  is  rather  surprising 
to  note  that  the  old  jealousy  has  not  yet  died  out,  and 
a  proposal  was  put  forward  not  to  agree  to  the 
request.  We  are  glad,  however,  that  the  proposal 
was  defeated,  as  undoubtedly  the  association  does  a 
good  work,  and  the  suggestion  that  the  board  might 
at  any  time  have  to  prosecute  the  association, 
although  probable,  it  is  not  likely  to  happen. — 
Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — At  the  meeting  of  the 
Dart  Board  of  Conservators  on  Monday  la?t,  Mr. 
C.  Barron  presided.  The  accounts  were  produced, 
showing  receipts  from  licences  of  £436  as  against 
£416,  and  from  the  Duchy  tickets  £34  188.  3d. 
against  £30  14s.  3d.,  in  each  an  increase.  The  Dart 
Angling  Association  wrote  asking  the  board  to 
nominate  three  members  to  serve  on  their  com- 
mittee. After  some  discussion,  the  chairman  and 
Messrs.  TolHtt  and  Cousins  were  appointed.  A 
letter  was  read  from  the  Hon.  R.  Dawson  stating 
that  with  much  regret  he  found  it  impossible  to 
attend  the  meetings  as  often  as  the  board  had  the 
right  to  expect,  therefore  he  placed  his  resignation 
in  their  hands.  It  was  decided  to  ask  Mr.  Dawson 
to  continue  to  act.  The  fishing  in  the  rivers  and 
canal  has  been  slack  owing  to  the  weather.  A  few 
pike  have,  however,  been  caught  and  some  fair- 
sized  roach.  At  Seaton  and  Beer  some  very  large 
catches  of  herrings  have  been  made,  but  prices 
generally  were  low.  Some  pollack  and  smelt  have 
been  caught  at  Exmouth.  Some  salmon  have  also 
been  seen  between  the  Warren  and  Exmouth  going 
up  the  river. — Red  Palmeb. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  Lea  is  fresh  but 
bright,  and  sport  has  not  been  as  satisfactory  as 
was  anticipated,  a  result  possibly  due  to  the  change- 
able weather.  A  little  more  colour  in  the  water 
should  bring  about  an  improvement  in  catches. 
Som^  roach  have  been  taken  in  the  Hertford  waters, 
but  little  has  been  done  with  the  pike,  and  those 
landed  have  rim  very  small.  A  fine  chub,  scaling 
between  31b.  and  41b.,  was  taken  on  Jan.  26  in  the 
Rye  House  district.  There  is  no  good  sport  to 
record  from  the  Stort  or  Beane,  both  of  wliich 
streams  are  very  clear.  A  few  hours'  nice  warm 
rain  wovdd  do  no  harm  now. — Izaak  Walton. 
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Little  Ouse  (Brandon). — The  river  is  in  good 
condition  for  fishing.  Several  rods  have  been  out, 
but  owing  to  the  gale  there  has  not  been  much 
sport,  still  there  is  every  prospect  of  good  sport 
with  pike  and  roach,  which  are  very  plentiful. — 
Aethtjr  Rolph. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  continue  to  rim  in  fair  order  for  fishing, 
but  the  weather  has  been  so  unsettled  that  anglers 
have  not  cared  to  venture  out.  There  will  be  very 
little  prospect  of  sport  being  had  untU  the  weather 
is  more  settled. — Gwynne. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — With  the  advent  of  the 
present  week,  and  con  iderable  improvement  in  the 
weather — although  to-day  (Wedne-day)  is  bitterly 
cold  and  not  at  all  enticing  to  any  but  the  robust — 
circumstances  are  generally  now  favourable  for 
angling,  and  some  sport  should  be  had  before  the 
end  of  the  present  week,  as  the  water  is  now  in 
condition  and  the  river  is  assuming  its  normal 
shape.— E.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — A  pike  of  51b.  has 
been  taken  in  Bridge  Pool,  and  four  others  in  the 
"Friend,"  weighing  6|lb.,  6|lb.,  71b.  14oz.,  and 
81b.  7oz.  respectively,  by  Messrs.  Greasley  and 
Afford,  spinning  and  live-baiting.  Several  anglers 
have  been  out  roach  fishing,  but  I  have  not  as  yet 
heard  of  the  result.  The  prospects  are  good  for  all 
kinds  of  angling.  We  expect  to  have  the  pleasure 
of  our  friends  the  Anglo-French  Piscatorials  to  fish 
their  prize  contest  here  on  Feb.  2,  and  to  my  mind 
everything  points  to  its  being  in  perfect  condition. 

 E.  COLLINSON 

Rother  (Sussex). — I  have  not  sent  a  report  on 
the  fishing  in  the  Rother  lately  as  we  have  had  so 
much  flood-water;  but  this  having  abated,  I  went 
on  Jan.  27  for  a  look  along  its  banks,  but  fotmd  no 
one  fishing.  Mr.  Grisbrook  and  myself  took  ova  pike 
rods,  as  I  wished  to  confirm  what  I  wrote  to  j'ou 
some  time  ago,  that  there  "  were  lots  of  pike  %^'ait- 
ing  to  be  caught."  I  again  repeat  it.  In  one  short 
bend  above  Bodiam  Bridge  we  had  five  runs,  and  I 
caught  a  beautiful  conditioned  pike  wliich  we 
weighed  at  Bodiam  Wharf  and  turned  the  scale  at 
over  81b.,  and  another  of  31b.  There  are  really  too 
many  pike  in  these  upper  waters.  Fancy  five  pike 
in  one  hole  taking  toll  of  all  the  fish  that  come  up 
and  down  a  river  which  you  can  easily  cast  across  ! 
This  is  rather  better  than  yoiu-  correspondent  who 
mentioned  four  rods  fourteen  days  and  not  a  single 
run.    The  water  is  just  right  now. — Thomas  Daws. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — With 
finer  weather  angling  has  improved  in  the  rivers. 
During  the  end  of  last  week  Mr.  Maxwell  captured 
six  roach  of  just  under-  1  lb.  each ;  Mr.  Kempshall 
had  a  brace  of  of  1  lb.  each  from  the  Ouse,  and  Mr. 
Wilson  secured  a  nice  basket  of  sixteen  roach,  of 
which  nine  weighed  about  1  lb.  each,  from  Hamsey. 
On  Jan.  26,  Mr.  Snelgrove  among  a  take  of  roach 
had  a  nice  fish  of  1  lb.  4^-oz.  Mr.  Cherril,  who  was 
fishing  the  Cuckmere,  captured  a  brace  of  small 
pike.  Things  are  very  quiet  at  Cliichester  Canal. 
A  few  small  pilce  have  been  taken,  but  notliing 
exceeding  4^\h.  has  come  rmder  notice.  Bream  up 
to  Iflb.  and  a  number  of  smaller  fish  have  been 
taken. — Geoeqe  F.  Salter. 


Teme  (Ludlow). — TheTemeis  still  running  clear 
and  a  nicn  level,  and  in  order  for  fishing,  but  the 
weather  has  been  very  bad  and  changeable,  and 
very  little  fishing  has  be  n  done  of  late.  Until  the 
weather  is  a  little  more  settled  there  will  bo  little 
done.  Anglers  who  have  tried  fishing  have  used 
maggot,  and  some  dace,  roach,  and  chub  have  been 
landed. — S.  Luulow. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — Last  week  end  a  few  brace  of  fcray- 
ling  were  caught  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore, 
Swale,  and  Wharfe.  Mr.  J.  H.  R.  Bazley  had 
a  fine  basket  of  grayling,  several  close  upon  a 
pound,  from  the  lower  waters  of  the  Wharfo 
in  the  district  of  Harewood.  Since  last 
report  I  hear  that  the  Hawes  Angling  Association 
have  been  restocking,  last  week  they  put  700  year- 
ling trout  into  their  waters.  The  weather  during  the 
last  few  days  has  been  against  angling — in  fact,  no 
angling  has  taken  place  since  SaturdayTast,  for  there 
have  been  severe  gales  of  wind,  heavy  rains,and  snow- 
storms. Consequently  all  our  main  rivers  have  been 
ruiming  very  high,  and  in  some  places  flooded.  At 
the  time  of  writing,  the  atmospheric  conditions  are 
sharper,  which  vsdll  enable  the  rivers  to  run  down 
quickly,  and  be  in  fine  condition  for  angling  by 
the  end  of  the  week. — John  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Helmsdale. — The  weather  has  been  dry  and  cold, 
and  consequently  the  river  has  been  too  low  for 
successful  angling.  Only  two  fish  were  got  last 
week,  making  a  total  of  six  up  to  date.  Thurso. — 
Mr.  Finlayson  got  two  fish  (heaviest,  161b.),  and  Mr. 
Black  had  two  fish  of  141b.  and  131b.  on'Braal  beat. 
To-day  (Jan.  27)  there  is  a  fair  fiood  in  the  rivers, 
and  angling  should  be  better  next  week. — Ultima 
Thxjlb. 

Loch  Tay  (Kenmore  Hotel).— On  Jan.  18,  Mr. 
J.  Laing  Nicol  caught  one  salmon  of  181b.,  and  on 
Jan.  21  one  of  251b.  On  Jan.  22,  Mr.  Wm.  Lindsay 
Wood,  one,  201b.,  and  Mr.  H.  J.  Wright,  Keston, 
one,  171b.  On  Jan.  23,  Major  Stringer,  one,  171b. 
On  Jan.  24,  Mr.  H.  J.  Wright,  one,  171b.  On  the 
Reserve  Water,  on  Jan  20,  Messrs.  Balfour  and 
Bryden,  two,  171b.  and  181b.;  on  Jan.  23,  Mrs. 
Mackenzie,  of  Ord,  one,  161b.;  and  on  Jan.  24,  Mr. 
Balfour,  one,  161b.  Jan.  16,  17,  25,  and  27  were 
too  stormy  for  boats  to  stay  out. — F.  Cuebie. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel). — On  Jan.  20,  Mr. 
McRorie,  Ayr,  one  salmon,  19lb. ;  Mr.  Wilkinson, 
Sheffield,  one,  181b.  On  Jan.  21,  Mr.  H.  Crawford, 
one,  161b. ;  Dr.  Gemmell,  Preston,  one,  18lb.  On 
Jan.  22,  Mr.  Wm.  McKay,  Preston,  two,  17lb,  and 
141b.  On  Jan.  23,  Dr.  Gemmell,  one,  241b.  On 
Jan.  28,  Mrs.  Dudgeon,  London,  one,  181b.  On 
Jan.  25  and  27  boats  were  imable  to  get  out  owing 
to  the  high  wind  blowing.  The  wind  has  now 
abated,  and  the  loch  is  in  good  ply,  and  good  sport 
is  expected. — H.  J.  Knight. 

Lyon  (Portingall  Hotel). — On  Jan.  22,  Mr. 
Philip  Geen,  Richmond,  had  three  salmon,  weighing 
19Ib.,  17ilb.,  and  171b.  ;  Mr.  P.  Geen,  jun.,  Twicken- 
ham, one,  14|lb.  On  Jan.  23,  Colonel  A.  D. 
Bulpett,  London,  one,  191b.  On  Jan.  27,  Colonel 
Bulpett,  one,  17Ib.  On  Jan.  28,  Mr.  Philip  Geen, 
two,  17ilb.  and  121b.  ;  Mr.  P.  Geen,  jun.,  one,  19Ib. 
— R.  Stewaet. 

North  of  Scotland. — There  is  an  extra  demand 
for  angling  waters  on  the  Dee  and  few  or  any  to  let. 
Mr.  Chalmers  has  taken  the  Culter  water  which  he 
has  held  in  previous  years.  The  Don  is  getting 
cleared  of  some  of  its  kelts  and  fungoid  fish  with 
the  timely  floods  of  the  past  few  weeks.  However, 
frost  and  snow  is  now  the  order  of  the  day,  and  the 
Don  and  the  other  rivers  are  slu-inking  fast.  The 
Ythan  and  Ugie  Fishery  Boards  are  presenting  a  joint 
memorial  to  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  praying  him 
to  extend  their  angling  season  into  the  middle  of 
November,  which,  alter  all,  would  only  compensate 
them  for  the  lo^s  of  time  at  the  start. — G.  M. 

Tay. — The  Tay  during  the  past  week  has  been  in 
fine  ply,  and  good  sport  obtained.  Fishing  the 
Murthly  Castle  water  on  Jan.  20  Mr.  Graeme 
Whitelaw  killed  one  fish,  5lb. ;  Mrs.  Whitelaw,  one 
of  171b.,  while  Mr.  Addie  landed  two  fish  of  181b. 
and  171b.,  on  Jan.  20;  one  of  191b.,  on  Jan.  22; 
two  of  191b.  and  171b.,  on  Jan.  23  ;  three  of  201b.  i 
171b.  and  15  b.,  on  Jan.  25.  On  the  Islamouth  beat 
IVIi-.  P.  D.  Malloch  killed  two  fish,  131b.  and  15lb., 
on  Jan.  22 ;  Mr.  P.  M.  Coats,  two  of  19lb.  and  171b., 
on  Jan.  24;  and  the  boatmen,  three  of  17lb.,  141b. 
and  121b  ,  on  Jan.  27  ;  while  on  Stanley  Water,  3Ir. 
Alex.  Heyder  caught  one  fish,  171b.,  on  Jan.  21  ;  two 
of  311b.  and  81b.,  on  Jan.  22;  one  of  13lb.,  on 
Jan.  23,  and  another  of  161b.,  on  Jan.  24.  On 
Benchill  and  Burnmouth  Catholes  beats,  3Ir.  Harry 
Anderson  killed  one  fiah,  13^lb.,  on  Jan.  21  ;  one, 
161b.,  on  Jan.  22;  three  of  211b.,  19. b.  and  ISlb.i 
on  Jan.  24:  two  of  16lb.  and  14ill>.  on  Jan.  2q, 
and  one  of  151b.  on  Jan.  27  ;  wliile  Mrs.  Ander- 
son caught  one  fish,  20Ib.,   and  Miss  Anderson, 
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one  of  141b.,  on  Jan.  22.  Fishing  Redgorton 
wa'er,  Mr.  Archd.  Coats'  boatmen  landed  one 
fish,  20ilb.,  on  Jan.  21,  from  the  lower  beat, 
and  another  of  161b.,  on  Jan.  27,  from  the 
upper  beat.  On  the  upper  reaches,  Mr.  Cameron, 
fishing  the  Logierait  water,  caught  one  fish  of  201b. 
— A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Boi-der  Rivers. — 

Once  more  the  s  ilmon  anglers  of  the  main  rivers 
have  been  fortunate  in  having  an  opportune  flood 
in  the  Tweed  and  Teviot  on  Mondav,  and  to  day 
(Tuesday)  the  ga  ige  at  Kelso  Bridge  registers  a 
nse  of  fully  two  and  a  half  feet.  This  flood,  coming 
so  soon  before  the  salmon  angling  starts  (Feb.  1), 
is  a  great  thins;  in  their  lavour,  and  as  there  seems  to 
be  a  good  many  clean  spring  fish  in  the  rivers,  a 
splendid  opening  is  anticipated  all  over.  I  hear 
that  the  Ednam  House  Junction  water  has  been 
taken  again  by  Mr.  James  Tait,  Edenside,  Kelso, 
for  the  spring  fishing,  and  aho  that  Lady  Miller,  of 
Manderstone,  Berwickshire,  has  taken  the  Dub 
waters  of  the  Earl  of  Home,  as  also  the  famous  cast 
known  as  the  "  Snipe,"  which  was  for  some  years 
leased  by  the  late  Mr.  Perkins  and  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  Birrell.  Although  we  have  had  a  few  more 
showers  during  the  past  few  days  everything  looks 
well  for  a  good  opening  of  the  forthcoming  spring 
salmon  season. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Erne  and  Bundrowes  Rivers  (co.  Donegal). 

— The  past  spawning  season  has  been  a  most 
succes  ful  one  on  all  ^the  tributaries  of  both  rivers, 
as  the  water  kept  exceptionally  high  throughout 
the  whole  time  of  the  spawning  operations,  and 
poaching  was  unheard  of.  A  large  head  of  salmon 
was  in  evidence  in  all  the  tributaries  of  both 
rivers.  Angling  begins  on  the  Bundrowes  river  on 
Feb.  1,  and  fre  h  run  spring  salmon  are  in  the  river 
at  present,  and  have  been  for  ten  days  past,  but 
unfortunately  at  present  a  fierce  storm  from  the 
south-west  is  raging  in  this  locali  y,  and  the  rivers 
are  running  bank  high  and  very  dirty. — M.  Rogan 
AND  Sons. 

Loug-h  Arrow.— ITie  spawning  sea-on  on  Arrow 
IS  now  almost  over,  and  has  been  very  successful, 
there  being  a  greater  number  of  fish  in  the  rivers, 
but  not  such  a  number  of  big  fish  as  last  season! 
There  was  practically  no  poaching  done,  as  we  put 
on  a  couple  of  extra  bailiffs  this  year,  and  all  our 
men,  paid  and  unpaid,  kept  a  strict  watch  on  the 
spawning  beds;  our  greatest  enemies  were  the 
herons,  and  although  a  good  number  were  shot,  still 
a  good  many  Esh  were  taken  out  by  them,  some  up 
to  2^-lb.  weight.  Our  season  opens  on  Feb.  1,  and 
we  hope  to  have  some  good  catches  before  the  close. 
Our  society  have  now  got  some  nets  to  try  and 
reduce  th^  number  of  pike  in  the  lake,  and  we  hope 
during  March  and  April  to  get  some  big  ones.  The 
nets  will  be  under  my  own  supervision,  and  I  will 
let  you  know  rs  suits. — Geo.  Acheson. 

Iiough  Currane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). 
. — The  lough  is  in  very  good  angling  order,  and 
salmon  have  been  arriving  in  better  numbers  of 
late.  If  the  weather  proves  at  all  favourable,  some 
fifteen  boats  will  go  out  trolling  artificial  bait  on 
the  opening  day  (Feb.  1).  The  weather  has  been 
rather  wild  for  the  past  week,  but  is  moderating  at 
time  of  writing.  Fly-fi  hing  will  not  commence 
here  imtil  about  the  middle  of  March. — T.  J.  D 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (the  Pier).— The  pier  fishing  during  the 
first  three  days  of  the  present  week  yielded  fairly 
good  result-;,  the  various  catches  including  some 
very  large  dabs,  though  s  r  ail  codling  constituted 
the  major  portion  of  the  captures.  Mr.  Band  made 
a  good  mixed  bag  during  the  early  hours  of 
Jan.  26,  and  later  in  the  day  Mr.  Glen  and 
Mr.  J.  Jewell  accoimted  for  a  goodly  number  of 
fish.  Mr.  T.  Sexton  took  some  splendid  dabs  vn 
Jan.  27  in  addition  to  other  varieties,  and  Mrs. 
Dodd,  Mr.  Lanchester,  Mr.  R.  P.  Richardson,  Mr 
Hume,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Bushnell,  Mr.  Jewell,  and 
Mr.  Band  also  met  with  a  large  amount  of  success 
in  the  course  of  the  day.  Mr.  R.  P.  Richardson 
had  half  a  score  of  dabs  and  codlings  before 
his  breakfa  t  hour  on  Jan.  28,  and  Mrs. 
Goodwin,  Mr.  Pi)cklington,  Mr.  Hugman,  Mr. 
Goodwin,  Mrs.  Hugman,  .and  tho  e  anglers  above 
mentioned  creeled  a  large  number  of  fish 
during  the  afternoon,  but  the  general  rim  of  them 
was  small.  The  strong  north-west  wind  which 
sprang  up  somewhat  suddenly  early  on  Wednesday 
morning  thickened  the  water  to  a  considerable 
"extent,  and  put  a  peri  >d  to  all  angling  on  that  day 
— J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth.— Fishing  has  indeed  made  a  start 
this  last  we  k  and  some  f  lir  sport  has  been  obtained 
on  all  hands.  The  smelt  are  feeding  well  at  the 
docks  and  at  the  Cattewater,  and  some  good 


baskets  of  large  fish  ha^•e  been  taken.  One  fisher- 
man said  he  had  taken  twenty-one  dozen  on 
Jan.  24  in  three  hours,  and  another  had  sixteen 
dozen  on  Jan.  28,  all  fine  fish.  The  bass  are  feeding 
also  \  ery  well.  One  fisherman,  fishing  from  a  pie  ■ 
in  Hamoaze,  caught  eight  dozen  on  Jan.  28,  and 
two  others  fisliinjj  the  s.ime  spot  had  sixteen  dozen 
between  them,  making  twenty-four  do/en  in  all. 
There  were  several  other  rods  out  and  they  all  had 
good  sport.  There  are  a  lot  of  bass  also  at  Laira 
Bridge,  and  they  are  larga  ones  and  require  careful 
handling  or  you  will  loS3  them,  as  you  have  to  lift 
them  from  the  water  to  the  top  of  the  parapet  of  the 
bridoe  before  you  can  bag  them,  and  if  they 
happen  to  touch  the  bridge  with  their  tail — good- 
bye. We  have  some  fishermen  who  fish  solely 
for  mullet,  and  nothing  will  make  them  go  for 
anything  else.  They  seem  to  make  a  particular 
study  of  this  f  sh,  and  are  never  content  with  other 
sorts.  They  have  done  well  during  this  last  week, 
and  some  very  large  fish  have  been  brought  in  — 
William  Heardeb  (B.S.A.S.). 


MANCHESTEE  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 


The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Manchester 
-Angler-'  Association  was  held  at  the  Grand  Hotel, 
Manchester,  on  Jan.  21,  the  president,  Mr.  J.  R. 
Stott,  in  the  chair.  The  officers  for  the  year  i908 
were  elected,  namely  —  president,  Mr.  Herbert 
Lmdley;  hon.  sac,  Mr.  E.  R.  Austin;  hon 
treasuier,  Mr.  Stanley  Kneale.  Council:  Messrs 
Abel  Heywood,  T.  A.  Farron,  J.  R.  Stott,  J.  H 
Lea,  A.  R.  Handley,  Colin  Mather,  and  Lonsdale 
Broderick.  An  account  was  given  of  the  years 
fishing,  and  the  statistics  of  fish  killed  at  Horton 
in  Ribblesiale  during  the  season.  The  year  has 
been  a  record  one  in  that  a  record  number  of  mem- 
bers visited  their  head(iuarters  and  fished  a  record 
number  of  days,  while  the  number  of  fish  taken 
has  only  been  twice  exceeded  since  1880.  The  new 
hatchery  has  been  built  and  opened,  and  is  now  in 
working  order.  Thers  are  upon  the  trays  about 
24,000  Ribble  ova,  space  being  reserved  for  some 
Loch  Leven  and  Wharfe  ova  which  will  be  laid  down 
very  shortly.  During  the  year  850  two-year-old 
trout  v\'ere  turned  into  the  tarn,  and  2000  yearlings 
into  the  river.  The  Maring  ponds  at  the  present 
time  contain  200  Loch  Leven  two-\ear-olds,  600 
Ribble  trout  two  years  old,  3000  Malham  Tarn 
yearlmgs,  3000  Ribble  yearlings,  and  3000  Wharfe 
yearUngs. 

Mr.  Abel  Heywood  read  an  interesting  paper 
describing  a  visit  to  Norway  in  1907,  when  he  and 
two  friends  made  their  way  to  Svenningsdal,  an 
estate  of  2000  square  miles,  the  greater  part  of 
which  lies  about  one  degree  south  of  the  Arctic 
Circle  (66°  20').  It  was  formed,  or,  rather,  a  syndi- 
cate was  formed,  with  the  idea  of  devoting  the 
country  to  sporting  and  trading  purposes.  The 
scheme  failed,  and  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
estate  is  now  let  for  such  purposes  by  a  Norwegian 
gentleman,  who  either  owns  it  or  acts  as  agent. 
The  other  portion  of  the  estate,  he  understood,  had 
been  taken  over  by  the  Government.  There  is  a 
good  deal  of  fishing  water,  including  some  salmon 
fishing  in  the  Vefsen  river,  and  in  addition  to  the 
trout  fishing  there  is  elk  shooting,  ptarmigan  and 
willow  grouse  shooting,  as  well  as  some  waterfowl 
and  a  few  woodcock  and  snipe,  and  the  great 
northern  diver  builds  in  several  places  on  the  estate. 

It  is  rather  a  far  cryjto  Svenningsdal.  You  arrive 
first  in  Bergen,  say,  on  Thursday  morning,  and 
about  10  p.m.  go  on  board  the  Trondhjem  steamer, 
which  on  the  Saturday  afternoon  leaves  you  on  a 
desert  island  called  Selven,  as  you  do  not  want  to 
go  up  the  Trondhjem  Fjord  and  lose  two  whole  days. 
A  north-going  st-amer  is  timed  to  call  at  Selven  at 
the  time  the  other  steamer  calls.  The  Mosjoen 
boat  picks  you  up,  and  after  calling  at  several 
unknown  places  delivering  and  receiving  goods  and 
passengers,  the  chain  of  hills  called  the  "  Seven 
Sisters"  comes  in  sight,  and  an  hour  or  two  later 
Mos;oen  is  reached.  Stores  were  purchased  at  that 
place,  and  a  housekeeper  engaged  to  look  after  the 
house  at  Svenningsdal. 

Setting  out  at  9  a.m.  and  travelling  all  day  they 
arrived  at  about  8.30  in  the  evening  at  a  small  tarn, 
where  a  boat  was  waiting  for  them.  Tlie  tarn  was 
about  a  mile  long,  and  at  the  top  was  a  small  river, 
up  which  the  boat  could  ascend,  by  which  Lower 
Svenningsdal  Lake,  about  one  and  a  half  mile  long, 
is  reached.  At  the  far  or  top  end  they  could  see 
the  house,  standing  out  on  the  hUl,  like  a  border 
castle,  some  distance  from  the  water.  This  was 
about  10.30.    The  house  they  found  large  and  com- 


Thb  Trout  Fly  Dresser's  Cabinet  op  Dkvices,  or  How  to 
Tib  Trout  and  Grayling  Flies.— Can  be  had  post  free  for  2/3 
m  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The  Pishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London.  Second  Edition.  By  H.  G 
McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "  The  best  book  ever  written 
on  the  snhject."— Fishing  Gazette. 


tortable.  The  fishing  was  almost  entirely  from 
boat,  and  at  that  time  of  the  year  (August)  nearly 
all  trolling.  He  had  not  anticipated  that,  and  had 
come  prepared  with  three  rods  for  fly-fishing. 
Fortunately,  his  companion  had  brought  with  him 
everything  ne&ssary.  There  are  two  lakes— the 
upper  and  lower — which  are  united  by  a  short 
river,  on  which  is  a  dam  constructed  some  years 
ago  in  order  to  raise  the  level  of  the  upper  lake, 
but  it  is  now  in  very  bad  repair.  The  upper  lake 
was  the  best,  and  the  one  they  generally  fished.  It 
is  about  two  or  two  and  a  half  miles  long,  and 
near  the  centre  the  sides  approach  pretty  closely 
together.  To  troll  up  one  side  and  down  the  other 
occupied  nearly  the  whole  day,  with  an  interval  for 
lunch.  Thev  fished  with  phantoms,  metal  minnows, 
and  crocodiles,  thrf  latter  being  baited  with  a  small 
sprat,  one  of  Hardy's  makes.  This  they  fotind  the 
best,  as  with  it  they  could  catch  five  times  as  many 
fish  as  with  yellow  or  blue  phantoms,  rubber 
minnows,  or  a  "  bit  of  tm."  Finding  this  to  be  the 
case,  they  telegraphed  home  to  the  third  member 
(who  joined  them  later  on)  to  bring  with  him  a 
supply  of  "crocodiles  and  sprats,"  but  what  the 
postal  authorities  thought  about  the  request  he  did 
not  know..  The  average  weight  of  the  trout  was 
tliree-quarters  of  a  pound,  and  the  largest  only 
two  poimds.  During  the  first  fortnight  the  two  of 
them  brought  in  each  day  from  nineteen  to  twenty- 
six  pounds,  but  after  the  arrival  of  the  third  member 
they  did  not  do  so  well.  During  their  stay  they  took 
about  500  trout  from  the  two  lakes,  principally  from 
the  upper  one. 

In  t  he  short  river  between  the  lower  lake  and  the 
tarn  they  got  a  dozen  fine  trout  on  the  fly  of  a 
lighter  colour  than  the  fish  in  the  lake.  There  are 
apparently  two  varieties  in  the  lake,  perhaps  not 
real  varieties  but  only  affected  by  habitat.  The 
most  common  are  very  dark  in  colour  but  irides- 
cent in  appearance,  and  with  brownish  bellies,  and 
sometimes  these  are  yellow  all  over,  looking  in  the 
water  as  you  get  them  near  the  boat  almost  like 
goldf'sh  ;  others  are  the  light-coloured,  red-spotted 
beauties  such  ns  are  caught  atHegg,  where  the  trout 
are,  in  his  opinion,  the  most  beautiful  in  the  world. 
They  also  paid  a  visit  to  two  other  lakes  not  far 
away,  lower  Maivand  and  Stor  Maivand,  and  Sefri 
Vand.  Maivand  is  a  large  lake  1040  feet  above  the 
sea,  and  is  beautifully  situated,  and  there  they  had 
good  sport  during  their  stay  of  two  days,  the  fish 
taken  numbering  fifty-nine  and  weighing  sixty-nine 
pounds.  Then  they  went  back  to  Svenningsdal 
aoain,  but  the  sport  was  not  so  good  during  the  last 
few  days  of  their  stay.  Mr.  Heywood  exhibited 
about  thirty  photographs  taken  during  the  trip. 


NATIONAL  SEA  FISHERIES 
PROTECTION  ASSOCIATION. 


A  meeting  of  the  general  committee  of  the 
National  Sea  Fisheries  Protection  Association  was 
held  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  28,  Lord  Heneage  (president) 
in  the  chair.  There  were  also  present  Lord 
Nunburnholme  and  other  M  P.'s.  The  Hon.  Guy 
Wilson,  M.P.,  was  elected  a  member. 

The  president  mentioned  that  no  reply  other  than 
the  official  receipt  of  the  letter  on  the  fubject  of 
the  Committee  on  Fishery  Investigations  had  been 
received  from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  the 
association's  resolution  in  October  last,  and  the 
position  therefore  remained  the  same.  The  minutes 
were  confirmed  unanimously.  Votes  of  thanks  were 
passed  to  the  Home  Secretary,  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  Dr.  Whitelegge, 
and  Mr.  W.  E  Archer  for  the  facilities  given  and 
services  rendered  in  connection  with  obtaining  for 
the  fish  trade  further  extensions  of  the  regulations 
tmder  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  and  the  legis- 
lation in  England  of  the  Cran  Measure  for  horrings. 

The  annual  meeting  and  dinner  were  postponed 
until  May,  and  the  president  stated  that  Lord 
Carrington  would  be  glad  to  attend  if  a  convenient 
date  could  be  arranged  The  question  of  a  Fisheries 
Conference  this  year  was  postponed.  The  report 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Apprenticeship  System 
was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  with  a  request  that  he  would 
consider  it  in  connection  with  the  report  of  the  Boy 
Seamen  Committee,  of  which  Lord  Nunburnholme 
was  a  member.  The  question  of  the  Workmen's 
Compensation  Act  was  referred  to  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  with  the  request  to  Sh-  George  Doughty, 
M.P.,  to  summon  them.  The  discuss;on  on  a 
motion  to  oppose  the  estab'ishment  of  proposed 
whaling  stations  in  County  Donegal  was  adjourned 
for  further  information.  The  hon.  s  ecretary  reported 
ha\'ing  asked  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
to  all  >w  Mr.  W.  H.  Pibel  to  represent  the  fishing 
industry  on  any  committee  which  may  be  appointed 
6t  conference  held  by  the  Board  of  Trade  on  the 
subject  of  railway  traffic  and  charges. 

Fishmongers'  Hall,  Jan.  29. 
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Ah.  fill  the  Pipe:— what  boots  It  to  repeal 
How  Time  is  flying  underneath  our  Feet; 
Unborn  To-morrow  and  dead  Yesterday, 
Why  fret  about  them  if  to-day  be  sweet  i 

Omar-Khayyam  (modernised) 


A  Pipe  of 


PLAYER'S 

NAVY 
MIXTURE 


makes 

Yesterday  a  pleasant  memory, 
To-day  a  time  of  sweet  enjoyment, 

and  Its  anticipation 
Tomorrow  brings  peace  of  mind  and 
contentment. 

Sold  in  Two  Strengths: 
MILD,  5d.  MEDIUM,  4id. 


per  oz. 


per  oz. 


John  Player  &  Sons,  Nottingham,  will 
forward  Testing  Samples  post  free  to 
applicants  meDtiODing  this  paper. 


London  &  North  Western  and  Caledonian  Railways. 

WEST   COAST    C^l?^^  ROUTE 

BETWEFN 

ENGLAND  and  SCOTLAND 


LONDON 

(EUSTON) 
and 


Via  CARLISLE. 

EDINBURGH  in  8  hrs. 


GLASGOW 


8 


PERTH  in  9^  hrs, 
ABERDEEN  „  Hi  „ 


INVERNESS  in  13i  hrs. 


Corridor  [(Vestibuled)  Trains  with  Dining  and  Refreshment  Cars.     Sleeping  Saloons 
fitted  with  every  modern  convenience. 

For  further  information  apply  to  Mr,  EOBERr  TURNBULL,  Superintendent  of  the  Line 
Euston  Station,  Loniion,  or  Mr.  G,  CALTHBOP,  Caledonian  Railway,  Glasgow, 

FREDERICK  HARRISON,  General  Manager,  L.  and  N.W.  Railway. 
R.  MILLAR,  General  Manager,  Caledonian  Railway, 

THE 

WYE  VALLEY  TROUT  FARM 

Nr.  MONMOUTH, 

can  again  supply  any  quantity  of  their  famous  BROWN  TROUT  and  LOCH 
LEVENS,  any  size  from  3  in.  to  10  in.  long;  also  RAINBOWS,  NATURAL  FOOD, 
WATER  PLANTS,  and  aE  Fisheey  Appaeatus  supplied.  Expert  advice  re 
stocking.     Excellent  accommodation  for  pupils.     Apply  the  Managee. 

GRANT'S  «oRELLA 
CHERRY  BRANDY 

A  most  Delicious  Liqueup. 

It  is  in  great  request'  for  the  flask  by  Hunting  Men  and  Anglers.  Most 
comforting  in  damp  and  chilly  weather. 

Nice  with  Lemonade  or  Soda  Water.  Sold  by  Wine  Merchants  and  at  Restaurants. 


THE  MIDLAND  FISHERY, 


Established  1883. 


NAILSWORTH,  GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 

REMOVED   FROM    MALVERN  WELLS. 

TROUT   FOR  STOCKING. 

Natural  and  Artificial  Poods,  Fishery  Nets,  &c.    For  Price  List  (pamphlet),  with 
hints  on  Stocking,  apply  WALTER  BAILY. 


SALMON  ANGLING 

on  Wy Of  Hercfofdshire* 


ONE   ROD   TO  LET 

on  four  miles  (right  bank)  above  and 
below,  from  February  2nd  to  October 
15th,  1908. -Particulars  from  "J.  P.," 
c/o  Steeets,  30,  Cornhill,  E.G. 


SCIATICA, 
LUMBAGO, 
RHEUMATISM. 

Sufferers  should  use 


DROITWIGH 
BRINE  CRYSTALS 


Being    a    specially  Crystallised 
Preparation,  for  Home   Use,  of 
the  Celebrated  Droitwich  Brine 
Springs. 
From  all  Chemists,  or 
m  28  lb.  Bag  delivered  Free  to 
any  adflress. 

London,  2/-.     Countpy,  2/3. 


Sole  Proprietors, 

WESTON  &WESTALL,  Ltd. 

(DEPT.  C), 

16,  Eastcheap,  London,  E.C. 


Siirplns  Library  Books 


and  New  Remainders 


OFFERED  AT 

GREATLY  REDUCED  PRICES 

The  FEBRUARY  LIST,  now  ready, 
contains  Popular  Works  on  Sport, 
Travel,  Biography,  and  Fiction 

Sent  post  free  on  application  to 

MUDIE'S  LIBRARY, 

30-34,  New  Oxford  St.,  London. 

241,  Brompton  Road,  S.W. 
48,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C. 


THE  HALF-YEARLY  VOLUMES 

OP  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

Can  be  obtained  from  the  Publishers. 
Price  8s.  6cl. 


FISH  CULTURE 

Exceptional  Opportunity. 

Offers  are  invited  for  the  business  of 
the  weU-known  SOL  WAY  FISHERY 
as  a  going  concern,  in  consequence  of 
the  death  of  the  late  manager,  Mr.  H. 
Spreckley,  F.Z.S,,  P.R.H,S. 

The  Land,  which  is  very  suitably 
situated  for  the  purposes  of  the  business, 
and  has  a  splendid  water  supply,  is  in 
the  County  of  Kircudbright,  about  10 
miles  from  Dumfries.  The  Estate  com- 
prises upwards  of  2-3  acres,  and  is  held  in 
perpetuity,  subject  only  to  payment  of 
an  annual  chief  rent  or  feuduty  of  £2. 

The  Establishment,  which  is  the  oldest 
of  its  kind  in  the  British  Isles,  is  in 
excellent  going  order,  and  consists  of 
over  200  Fish  and  Plant  Ponds,  two 
large  Hatcheries,  Yearling  Preparation 
House,  Joiner's  Workshop,  small  Saw 
Mill  (water  power),  Smithy,  Food-pre- 
paring House,  Cow  House,  excellent 
Stabling  and  Coachhouse,  Four  good 
Workmen's  Cottages,  and  a  Substan- 
tial Residence,  containing  24  rooms, 
capable  of  alteration.  Spacious  Offices 
and  Store  Room,  Greenhouses,  Plotting 
House,  &c.,  &c. 

The  Business  has  a  wide  connection, 
and  the  Stock  of  Fish  is  in  a  good  and 
healthy  condition. 

Any  Purchaser  has  right  to  make  what 
alterations  or  improvements  he  thinks 
right  upon  the  estate  without  inter- 
ference, and  to  use  the  property  in  any 
way  not  creating  a  nuisance  to  the 
neighbourhood. 

The  Stock,  Utensils,  &c.,  may  be  had 
at  mutual  valuation. 

For  further  particulars  apply  to  James. 
Pateeson,  C,A.,  2,  York  Buildings, 
Edinburgh,  who  will  be  glad  to  arrange 
for  enquirers  seeing  over  the  Fishery,  or 
Messrs.  Paterson  &  Gaedinee,  S.S.C., 
3,  Castle  Street,  Edinburgh,  the  latter  of 
whom  have  the  Title  Deeds. 


CLEOBURY  NORTH  FISHERY 

SHROPSHIRE. 

Proprietor — E.  S.  Hamilton-Rossell. 

Brown,  Loch  Leven,   Rainbow  Trout, 
for  Autumn  and  Winter  delivery. 

A.pply  E.  S.  Hamilton-Rusbbll,  Cleobury 
North  Fishery,  Bridgnorth. 


IHT  ANTED, 

GOOD  TROUT  FISHING 

Spring  and  Summer, 

Sitting,  two  double  bed  and  dressing 
rooms.    Close  to  stream.— Terms, 
A.  LoDGEE,  Pineside,  Southcote  Road, 
Bournemouth. 


FOR  SALE, 

CARTER'S  "MINCHIN   SEA  ROD, 

REEL,  AND  LINE,"  cost  £4  4  6, 
used  only  one  week.   What  offers  ?  Ex- 
change for  12  ft.  Cane  Built  Trout  Rod 
entertained. — W.  N.  Tdckeb,  Kingskers- 
well.  South  Devon. 
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Pfovineial  flnglitig  l^otes. 

2'o  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  riot 
late)-  than  Wednesday  evening's  piost. 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Although  our  rivers  are  in  a  fishable  condition 
very  little  sport  has  been  had;  a  number  of 
rods  have  been  out,  chiefly  for  pike.  In  fact,  the 
month  of  January  has  been  a  blank  one.  So  far, 
the  present  pike  tishing  season  has  been  the  worst 
for  some  years  in  the  IMidlands,  but  still  we  must 
hope  for  a  better  state  of  things,  and  as  we  have 
about  six  weeks  before  the  close  season  comes  in,  we 
may  yet  be  able  to  have  something  worth  recording. 
Now  that  the  frost  has  left  us  we  have  had  during 
the  past  week  dull  and  foggy  weather,  which  has 
done  much  to  deter  many  from  going  out.  We 
now  look  like  ha^^ng  brighter  and  warmer  weather, 
as  the  fog  seems  to  have  been  removed  by  the  high 
winds.  The  only  reports  worth  recording  come 
from  the  Severn  in  the  Bridgnorth  district,  two  or 
tliree  pike  having  been  taken,  about  81b.  each, 
and  a  few  roach,  chub,  and  dace,  by  the  worm 
and  paste.  A  few  pike  have  been  had  in  the 
Bidford  and  Evesham  parts  of  the  Avon.  Bream 
fishing  has  been  quiet,  but  some  fair  catches  of 
roach  have  been  made,  the  fish  being  a  good 
size.  A  few  pike  have  been  taken  from  the  Defford 
portion  of  the  Avon.  Grayling  and  roach  have 
been  had  from  the  Teme  in  the  Ludlow  district  by 
the  aid  of  the  gentle.  The  Blythe  near  to  Coleshill 
has  had  a  number  of  grayling  put  in  lately  ;  the 
fish  should  do  well  in  this  water,  as  it  is  suitable  for 
this  class  of  sportive  fish.  The  financial  report  of 
our  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
shows  a  loss  of  over  £40  on  the  year's  working,  but 
I  hope  that  the  anticipated  concerts  and  lantern 
lectures  will  help  to  make  this  sum  good.  We  have 
some  consolation  in  saying  that  we  have  £386  in 
hand  to  the  credit  of  the  society.  Quite  a  number 
of  our  clubs  are  making  arrangements  to  fish 
contests  prior  to  the  close  season  coming  in ;  a 
number  are  to  be  decided  on  March  8.  Some  of  our 
clubs  have  been  busy  looldng  for  private  waters, 
and  in  some  instances  they' have  succeeded.  Some 
nice  stretches  of  the  Avon  have  been  secured. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE) 

Just  now  sport  is  not  of  the  best,  tlie  vagaries  of 
the  weather  being  largely  to  blame  for  tlie  unfavour- 
able outlook.  The  rivers  are  very  low,  particularly 
is  this  the  case  with  the  Glen,  where  the  condition 
of  things  necessitates  one  leaving  the  ordinary  bank 
and  descending  right  to  the  bed  of  the  stream  to 
carry  on  operations.  Nevertheless,  anglers  have 
been  taking  some  very  nice  lots  of  roach.  The 
Witham  has  been  almost  a  failure.  Even  the  swims 
at  Dogdyke,  usually  most  reliable,  have  fished  far 
below  expectations ;  and  other  points  of  the  river, 
such  as  Bardney,  Kirkstead,  and  Tattershall,  have 
failed  to  produce  anything  like  satisfactory  bags. 
The  Forty-foot  is  about  the  only  water  to  yield'at 
all  well.  Those  who  have  used  the  trolling-rod 
below  Gosberton  Fen  have  done  exceptionally  well. 
There  is  a  nice  head  of  water  here,  and  at  times  the 
pike  have  exhibited  immistakable  symptoms  of 
hunger.  Several  brace  have  been  killed  since 
J  an.  24,  including  fish  weighing  9flb.,  l^lh.,  and  71b. 
On  this  water,  too,  roach  have  been  taking  both 
worm  and  paste  baits  freely,  although  at  the  time 
of  writing  signs  were  not  wanting  that  this  branch 
of  sport  was  falling  off. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Mr.  John  Furness,  after  some  twenty  years  as 
hon.  sec.  of  the  Stockport  County  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion, has  resigned.  Some  years  ago  his  valuable 
services  were  suitably  acknowledged,  and  now  he 
receives  a  gold  watch-chain  with  medal  pendant, 
suitably  engraved.  Messrs.  F.  Smith  and  Haines 
win  the  prizes  for  specimen  trout  and  tench.  A 
good  club  is  now  established  at  the  White  Horse, 
Swinton.  The  annual  report  of  the  Warrington 
Anglers'  Association  is  interesting  reading.  Mr. 
Jas.  Foster  is  in  for  a  second  year's  work  as 
president  of  the  Bolton  Anglers'  Association. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Ben  Brierley  Angling  Society  have  brought 
one  tre  pa-ser  to  book  and  extracted  an  apology 
from  him,  a  step  that  ought  to  warn  others  off  their 
private  waters.  Some  useful  stocking  was  done  last 
Saturday,  when  500  good  roach  were  ,  turned  into 
the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery.  Very  few  were  under 
Sin.  and  many  over  1  lb. ;  willing  hands  effected 
the  transfer.  Mr.  W.  C.  Hawkins,  of  the  Moss  Side 
Socials,  has  been  elected  a  vice-president  of  the 


Wai-rington  A.  A.  An  important  meeting  of  the 
Longsight  Angling  Association  will  be  lield  'next 
Thursday. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

It  is  surprising  'ho\^■  the  weather  fluctuates. 
Frosts  have  been  followed  by  rains  and  gales ;  and 
then,  on  Tuesday  night/,  we  had  another  "  snap  "  of 
frost.  The  Trent  has  risen,  and  the  change  will 
place  a  check  on  pike-fishing.  On  Jan.  25,  in  the 
Kneeton  or  Hazleford  district,  Mr.  T.  H.  Birl^s 
took  a  nice  f^sh  of  61b.  odd  with  the  live-bait. 
Se\  eral  were  got  on  other  parts  of  the  river,  although 
of  late  it  cannot  be  said  that  piking  has  been 
eagerly  pursued.  Bottom  anglers  have  done  re- 
markably well  at  such  well-known  resorts  as 
Fiskerton,  East  Stoke,  Farndon  and  Staythorpe. 
On  the  first-named  length  members  of  the  City 
Wellington  Society  have  brought  off  some  splendid 
catches  of  roach  with  the  small  red-worms.  For- 
tunately they  had  at  hand,  for  baiting  up  piirposes, 
a  liberal  supply  of  "lobs."  Particular  mention 
must  be  made  of  Messrs.  E.  H.  Birks,  F.  Flewitt, 
W.  Charlton,  H.  Menzing,  and  J.  Bailev.  Mr! 
Birks,  besides  roach,  had  ten  very  fine  chub.  The 
roach  taken  by  Mr.  Bailey  were  the  best  samples  lie 
has  ever  had  from  the  waters.  Later  on,  the  latter, 
with  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  excelled  amongst  roach] 
chub,  bream,  and  perch  on  one  of  the  higher  lengths 
of  the  Trent.  Better  sport  has  been  enjoyed  on  the 
Barton  section  by  members  of  the  City  Piscatorial 
Society;  and  in  the  Wilford  Fishery  (Mr.  J.Webster's), 
Mr.  H.  Briggs  has  bagged  a  chub  of  3Jlb.,  besides 
many  large  roach — the  whole  to  bread-paste.  The 
rain  has  been  the  means  of  restocking  the  local 
dealers'  shops  with  plenty  of  lobworms,  which  have 
been  eagerly  bought  up. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  during  the  week  has  been  far  from 
pleasant  to  the  angler,  a  keen  east  wind  blowing, 
and  fog,  with  a  couple  of  mild  days  between,  and 
very  few  anglers  have  ventured  out.  The  water  is 
in  very  fair  condition  in  all  the  streams,  and  when 
the  weather  clears  sport  among  the  grayling  and 
coarse  fish  should  be  good.  Some  fine  chub  have 
been  taken  with  blood  and  brains  during  the  week, 
and  some  fine  roach.  A  couple  of  sportsmen 
tried  for  grayling— one  with  the  fly,  but  did  not 
get  a  rise;  the  other  tried  the  maggot  for  three 
hours,  and  did  not  take  a  fish,  but  with  the  grass- 
hopper he  succeeded  in  taking  three  fine  fish,  all 
over  12oz.  Pike  were  going  fairly  well  up  till 
Monday,  and  some  good-sized  fish  were  taken,  the 
spoon-bait  being  the  most  successful.  One  angler 
hooked  a  fine  fish  in  private  water,  and  after  playino- 
it  for  nearly  fifteen  minutes,  one  of  the  swivels  broke 
and  he  lost  him.  With  brighter  weather  and  a  more 
genial  temperature,  sport  should  be  good.  Restock- 
ing is  about  finished,  and  not  many  rods  will  be  out 
\mtil  the  trout  season  commences. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Pilie  have  engaged  a  fair  share  of  attention  among 
coarse  fish  anglers.  One  of  the  most  successful  was 
M».  G.  Wood,  of  York,  a  pike  fisher  of  repute  in 
local  Waltonian  circles.  Fishing  in  the  Derwent  at 
Stamford  Bridge  a  few  days  ago  with  a  No.  3  line, 
a  pike  trace  of  gut,  and  using  a  live  roach  as 
bait,  he  caught  and  landed  a  pair  of  exceptionally 
fine  pike.  One  weighed  151b.,  measured  37in.  in 
length  and  17in.  in  girth  ;  the  other  weighed  II  lb., 
was  33in.  long  and  ISJin.  in  girth.  When  he  was 
playing  the  first  fish,  which  took  about  half  an  hour 
to  land,  he  had  to  send  to  the  village  for  a  gaff, 
with  which  he  himself  brought  the  pike  to  bank.' 
The  second  fish  was  caught  in  nearly  the  same  place 
as  the  first,  and  both  were  in  prime  condition. 
Some  nice  roach  fishing  has  been  obtained,  and 
heavier  creels  were  experienced  after  the  change  to 
milder  weather  and  the  disappearance  of  fog. 
Moderate  catches  of  chub  and  bream  are  reported. 
-Dace  and  perch  were  off  the  feed  at  week-end 
fishing.  In  low  and  clear  waters  anglers  for  gray- 
ling had  a  few  pleasant  stirprises  by  fish  coming 
unexpectedly  on  the  feed.  After  frost  they  rose 
best  at  noontide.  Twelve  and  nineteen  good  speci- 
mens of  grayling  were  caught  in  the  Wharfe 
recently  by  two  anglers,  and  the  Yore  has  also 
yielded  good  baskets.  The  Hull  Amalgamated  and 
the  Hull  Preservation  have  conjointly  put  700  trout 
into  the  River  Hull  just  qbove  Hull  Bridge. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  changeable  for  the  past 
week  or  so,  but  on  the  whole  the  conditions  have 
been  rather  favourable  for  ascending  fish.  The 
prospects  are  now  fairly  good  for  those  waters 
where  angling  commences  on  Feb.  1.  I  regret  to 
announce  the  death  of  Daniel  Casey,  a  fisherman 


who  lived  at  Kealbogue,  near  the  River  Inny,  in  the 
Waterville  district.  Deceased  was  a  very  successful 
fisherman,  and  always  did  his  best  for  those  gentle- 
men who  used  to  patronise  him.  When  not  engaged 
at  fishing,  he  followed  the  business  of  weaver.  He 
trained  dogs  to  hunt  and  kill  otters,  and  in  this 
way  helped  in  a  great  measure  to  keep  up  the 
stock  of  salmon  in  the  Inny,  which  was — before  he 
kept  their  numbers  down— infested  with  them  in 
the  locality  where  he  lived.  Deceased  was  seventy 
years  old  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

North  of  Ireland. 
The  following  northern  rivers  and  waters  open 
to-day  (Saturday)  : — Bunduff,  Bundrowes,  Lennan, 
Gweedore  and  Gwebarra,  co.  Donegal:  Bush, 
Ballycastle,  Glens  of  Antrim  rivers,  of  which 
the  Dun,  Dall  and  Glenarm  are  the  chief.  Lagan, 
Kilroot  and  all  the  streams  entering  the  sea  on  the 
Antrim  coast,  and  Belfast  Lough,  round  as  far  east 
as  Donaghadee.  Lough  Mourne — the  habitat  of  the 
huge  rainbows,  the  capture  of  several  up  to  l^Xh. 
last  season  were  recorded  in  these  notes — and  the 
Wood  burn  waters  open  legally  to-day,  but  it  is 
understood  that  the  Belfast  Water  Commissioners 
will  not  open  them  to  licence-holders  till  March  1. 
This  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  for  there  is 
precious  little  sport  in  catching  half-mended  trout 
in  February.  The  fourth  annual  general  meeting 
of  the  R.I.C.  (Belfast)  Anglers'  Club  was  held  on 
Jan.  22.  The  annual  report  showed  that  the  club 
had  held  several  very  enjoyable  outings  to  various 
rivers,  and  had  had  a  successful  competition  at 
Toome.  Unfortunately  the  strike  and  disturbances 
in  Belfast  du'-ing  the  summer  and  autumn  months 
resulted  in  the  remainder  of  the  programme  falling 
through,  and  sport  was  practically  nil.  Head  Con- 
stable Fogarty  and  Constable  McClure  were  re- 
elected secretary  and  treasurer  respectively.  It 
was  arranged  to  open  the  trouting  seas»n  on 
Feb.  1 1  at  Dromore  on  the  Lagan. 

West  of  Ireland. 
The  weather  has  been  very  stormy  in  the  past 
week,  and  the  rivers  are  pretty  high.  The  following 
open  to-day  :  Corrib,  Oughterard,  Spiddal,  Crumlin, 
Loughs  Corrib,  Mask,  etc.,  Cashla,  Doohulla,  Ballina- 
hinch  waters,  Screeb,  Erriff,  Dauross,  Owenmore, 
Munhim,  Burrishoole,  Ballycroy,  Owenduff,  and 
the  Achill  Island  streams. 


SOUTHEND  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


The  aimual  general  meeting  of  the  above  society 
was  held  at  the  Palace  Hotel  on  Monday  evening. 
Mr.  R.  A.  Jones  presided.  The  secretarj?  read 
the  annual  report  and  balance-sheet,  and  was 
pleased  to  say  that  the  society  continued  in  a 
most  flourishing  condition  both  numerically  and 
financially.  They  had  held  twelve  salt  water 
and  five  fresh  water  competitions,  in  addition 
to  a  tournament  and  four  ladies'  competitions. 
Sport  generally  had  not  been  up  to  the  average, 
but  the  interest  taken  in  the  competitions  had 
been  well  maintained,  especially  so  in  the  ladies' 
competitions,  which  showed  a  marked  improvement. 
In  the  month  of  February  they  held  the  annual 
dinner,  and  a  large  gathering  of  nearly  120  ladies 
and  gentlemen  were  presided  over  by  the  Mayor. 
At  the  annual  angUng  festival,  held  in  September, 
members  of  the  society  were  very  successful, 
winning  the  challenge  trophy  in  the  boat  competition 
and  the  Pier  Challenge  Cup  against  all  comers. 
Mernbers  of  the  society  were  also  successful  at  the 
Festival  held  at  Hastings  Pier,  where  they  won  the 
challenge  cup.  At  the  Heme  Bay  Festival  another 
challenge  cup  was  won  and  four  medals,  including 
the  National  Council  medal  for  the  largest  fish. 
At  the  Folkestone  Festival  in  November  a  prize 
was  won  by  a  member  of  the  society.  A  remark- 
able feature  of  the  year  1907  had  been  the  catching 
by  members  of  the  society  of  some  very  large  dog- 
fish, ranging  from  221b.  to  401b.  lOoz.  The  Salt 
Water  Challenge  Cup  had  been  won  by  Mr.  J.  H. 
Cundall,  and  the  Fresh  Water  Cup  "by  Mr.  E. 
Bell;  the  Challenge  Shield  by  Mr.  W.  Watson,  and 
the  A.H.Phillips'  Cup  by  Mr.  W.Begernie.  Some  first- 
class  musical  evenings  had  been  arranged  by  Mr. 
T.  R.  Stephenson  during  the  year,  and  thanks  were 
due  to  him  and  the  artistes  who  had  so  generously 
given  their  services.  He  thanked  all  those  wlio  had 
offered  prizes  for  competition,  and  also  those  who 
had  assisted  him  in  the  work  of  that  flourishing 
society.   The  report  and  balance-sheet  were  adopted. 

The  chairman  said  they  generally  elected  the 
Mayor  in  office  as  their  president.  Their  present 
Mayor  (Alderman  Ingram)  was  well  known  in  the 
borough.  He  was  a  thorough  sportsman ;  was 
Commodore  of  the  Nore  Yacht  Club,  chairman  of 
the  Southend  Regatta  for  many  years,  and  was  con- 
nected with  the  Essex  County  Bowling  Club,  and  a 
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WYERS  FRERES 

SOLE 

EUROPEAN  AGENTS 

PATENT  'MEEK' 
CASTING  REEL, 

Price  32/-  each. 

STRONG.      SIMPLE.  ACCURATE. 

I  Holds  100  yards  of  our  "CHAVAGNAC,"  CASTING  LINE.  No.  l  at  6/-,  No  ■>  at  8/ 
or  No.  3  at  10/-  per  100  yards.  '  ' 

Have  you  seen  the  "TRIFISH"  REVOLVING  SLIP  LEAD  and  FLOAT  '  no 
^  entanglement.    Supplied  direct  by 

WYERS  FRERES,  CONTINENTAL  WORKS,  REDDITCH 

1       CATALOGUES  POST  FREE.  Manager:  aVbeRT  SMITH 


Pfaaorvlng  and  Watarproofing 
BOOTS,  LEGGINGS, 

Fishing  Lines, 
HARNESS,  SADDLERY, 

MACHINE  BELTING, 
MOTOR  CLUTCHES, 
and 

ail  kinds  of  leather  articles. 

NO  "RUBBINQ  IN"  REQUIRED. 

The  only  Leather  Oil  used  in 
  the  German  Army. 

IN   TINS,   WITH    BRUSH    COMPLETE     k    *♦  V-,  2/-  &  4/-  each,  or 
 l_l/3,^/4  &  4/6,   post  free. 

To  he  had  of  all  DeaUrs,  or  direct  fronir- 
THe  Mars  Oil    (F)  Co.,  ,o  ^        M,.to.  St..  LONDON,  E.C. 


SAVE  THE  CAST 

by  carrying  with  you,  and  using 
this  ingenious 

FLY  &  CAST  RELEASER. 


Will  save  you  many  a  good  cast  of  Flies,  and  is  cheaper  than  usinR 
fresh  Cast  and  Flies. 
Fitted  in  UesLtliei?  C£ise,  2S/- 

Fishing  Bod  Manufacturer, 
15,  Basnett  Street,  LIVERPOOL. 

Establisbed  1819. 


HENRY  WHITTY, 


ALL   FISHERMEN   SHOULD  HAVE 

_  THE  "PERFECT"  DISCORCER. 


MADE  OF  ALUMINiUM. 

F>rice  1/- 


Will  Extract  a  Treble  Hook  or  Small  Hook.    Can  be  earried  in  the 
Waisteoat  Pocket.  Very  Useful. 

GRAYLING    FISHERMEN    KEEP  THEIR    FEET  WARM 
U  I  r  nil  11  WEARING   A    PAIR  OF 

u.  t.  IVI. 

Can  be  carried 
rolled  up  in 
Pockets. 

R  E  PAI  RS.    f,Z3  h^f!."'';^*?  ^"^^^  Waterproofs  to  be  over- 

iiaiu  eel  before  the  busy  season  commences. 


J.  E.  MILLER,' 


NORTHERN  ANGLERS' 
J  DEPOT, 

™    /f Telegrams:  "PISCATOR.  LEEDS." 
Thanks  Ins  numerous  customers  for  their  past  favours,  and  awaits  their  further  commands. 


Sale: 


YOU  may  see  but  half— 
the  sun  is  still  the  sun. 
When  you  pay  but  half— 
the  Burberry  still  is  Burberry. 


BURBERRY  PROOFS 


HALF  PRICE 
During  JANUARY 
and  FEBRUARY. 

Including  amongst  many  others 

tli<!  followin-; : — 
Usual  SALE 
Price.  PRICE. 
63  ■  Urbitor  Top-Coats  31  6 
105  •  Burberry  Sporting  Suits  52  6 
42/-  Riding  Breeches  21/- 
63  •  Burberry-Prool  Slip-ons  45  - 
168  -  Viator  Top-Coats  84/- 
168/-  Burberry  Gowns  84/- 
105  -    Burberry  Coats  for  „ 

Ladies  52/6 
84/-  Burberry  Skirts  31  6  &  42  - 
Also  a  large  selection  of  Hats  and 
Caps  at  greatly  reduced  prices. 
l-'ull  rAstJyadies'and  Gentlemen' a, 
on  application. 


Sale- 


BURBERRYS,  30  to  33,  Haymarket,  LONDON. 


It  Smooths  the  Rugged  Path  of  Life. 

One  Trial  will  tell  more  than  we  can  say  of  its 
qualities  as  a  Pipe  Tobacco. 

Xortoise-{sKell 


Mild,  5d.  per  oz. 
Mediun\,  5d.  per  oz. 
Popular,  4id.  per  oz. 


Mixttsre 


W.  A.  &  A.  C.  CHURCHMAN, 

Branch  of  the  Imperial  Tobacco  Co.  (of  Gt.  Britain  and 
Ireland)  Ltd.,  Ipswich. 


Hy.  MilWard 

&  Sons,  Ltd,, 

REDDITCH. 


A  new  GAFF 


TR  DE  MARK. 


This  "  straighUpuU  gaff  is  made  of 
rust-proof  metal,  and  is  designed  on  quite 
new  lines.  It  will  be  found  more  effective 
than  the  old  bow  shape. 

Retail  from  any  Tackle  Dealer,  1/9. 
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supporter  of  many  foraas  of  outdoor  sport.  He 
proposed  that  he  be  elected.  Mr.  Perm  seconded, 
and  it  was  carried  unanimously.  The  secretary, 
■^-ice-presidents,  chairman,  hon.  treasurer,  hon. 
solicitor,  and  hon.  auditor  were  then  elected.  "  '  ' 
The  chairman  said  it  was  necessary  to  have  'a, 
good  secretary,  for  without  a  good  one  no  society 
could  flourish.  Mr.  Howard  had  always  performed 
valuably  for  the  benefit  of  the  soeietj-,  and  his 
re-election  was  carried  amidst  applause. 


Jlssociaftons,  etc. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wediiesday  evening's  post. 


Akgubbs'  Association. 

The  general  committee  meeting  will  be  held  at  the 
Cripplegate  Institute,  Barbican,  E.G.,  at  8.30  p.m. 
on  Mondaj"-  next,  Feb.  3. — R.  G.  WoOdbuff,  Sec. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  Sparks  presided  at  our  weekly  meeting  on 
Wedne-;day,  Jan.  22,  when  three  new  members 
were  elected.  There  will  be  a  netting  on  Sunday 
next  of  the  Troy  Water,  when  it  is  hoped 
to  get  a  lot  of  fish  for  restocking.  Mr.  Cracknell 
has  had  several  good  takes  of  perch  from  Harefield, 
also  Messrs.  Loudonsack  and  Buckingham,  dace, 
and  Mr.  Moore  perch  from  the  same  place.  Do  not 
forget  the  club  outing  on  Sunday,  Feb.  9. — H.  W.  S. 

Centbal  Association  of  London  and  Pbovincial 
Angling  Clubs. 
The  usual  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  take  place 
at  the  Nag's  Head  Hotel,  St.  James  Street,  Co  vent 
Garden,  on  Monday,  Feb.  3,  at  9  p.m.  promptly. — 
W.  J.  Wade. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  T.  Gilbert  presided  over  a  pleasant  meeting 
at  Mason's  HaU  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  28.  Reports  from 
both  the  society's  waters  were  that  conditions  were 
much  more  favourable ;  catches  generally,  however, 
were  but  few,  and  although  several  members  had 
fished  in  various  localities,  jack,  taken  by  Mr.  A. 
G.  Merritt  and  Mr.  C.  Salisbury,  were  the  only  fish 
reported- — with  the  exception  of  a  fine  lot  of  chub 
(seventeen)  taken  by  Mr.  E.  J.  Orpin  in  the  Upper 
Thames,  the  three  best  fish  weighing  11  lb.,  a  capital 
photo  of  the  catch  being  presented  by  the  certainly 
very  "successful  angler."  As  usual,  when  catches  are 
scarce,  there  was  much  conversation  and  discussion 
on  preservation  and  fishery  matters,  and  the 
questions  of  restocking,  watching  weirs  and  dams, 
poaching,  and  a  host  of  related  subjects,  received 
attention.  However,  at  the  meeting  on  Tuesday 
next  (Feb.  4)  certain  practical  steps  will  be  dis- 
cussed as  regards  one  of  the  society's  waters,  and  a 
favourable  result  is  expected.  The  usual  C.L.P.S. 
toast  and  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman 
closed  the  proceedings. — Hon.  Sec. 

Clarence  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  J.  Cromwell  presided  on  Tuesday  last,  when  the 
final  arrangements  for  the  Shepperton  competition 
(Feb.  2)  were  completed.  Train  leaves  Putney  at 
8.11  a.m.  Fishing  starts  at  10  and  terminates  at 
5  o'clock  Dinner  at  Crown  Hotel,  6.15  p.m.  Prizes 
are  presented  by  Messrs.  Dunk,  Ganter,  and  Isaacs. 
— W.  J.  Cabteb,  Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 

There  was  not  much  business  to  transact  on 
Tuesday  last,  but  what  little  there  was  was 
disposed  of  under  Mr.  W.  Dicks'  able  guid- 
ance in  record  time,  thus  leaving  most  of  the  even- 
ing free  for  social  intercourse  among  the  members. 
Several  members  had  been  out  fishing,  but  results 
were  poor,  Messrs.  Salmond,  A.  J.  Saunders,  and 
Buckingham,  however,  taking  a  few  fish.  Enquiries 
were  received  relating  to  membership,  and  a  new 
member  was  added  to  the  club.  Mr.  J.  W.  Martin 
("Trent  Otter  ")  will  give  a  paper  on  Tuesday  next, 
entitled,  "Random  Recollections  of  the  Lower 
Trent,"  at  8.30.  Anglers  and  their  friends  from 
kindred  societies  will  be  cordially  welcomed.  There 
will  be  a  Committee  meeting  held  on  Feb.  4,  at  -7 
prompt.  Nominations  for  committee  men  should 
reach  the  hon.  secretary  by  Feb.4. — Hon.  Sec. 

Lord  Leigh  Angling  Society,  Coventry. 

The  above  society,  which  is  about  one  hundred 
strong,  and  hopes  to  considerably  increase  its 
membership,  have  fished  four  contests  this  season, 
and  all  have  been  successful.  On  Jan.  26  about 
forty  members  took  part  in  a  competition,  when  the 
first  prize  was  taken  by  Mr.  Lovell,  with  21b.  6oz., 
followed  by  Messrs.  Jones,  Bates,  Brown,  Wright, 
Gallois  and  AnglesS. — W.  Gallois,  Hon.  Sec. 


MOUNTAIN  CLIMBING. 

Under  thia  interesting  title  William  G.  FitzGerald 
discusses  in  the  Technical  World  Magazine  what  are 
the  prospects  for  man's  scaling  the  world's  liighest 
peaks  and  what  problems  are  involved  in  the  elTort. 
He  says  : — "  It  is  just  fifty  years  since  mountain- 
eering became  a  science.  First  the  Alps  were  con- 
quered ;  then  the  Caucasus  range.  Gradually  the 
climber  developed  into  a  trained  explorer  and  map- 
maker.  He  attacked  the  New  Zealand  peaks,  the 
mighty  Andes,  and  then  the  '  Ramps  of  Hiinalay, ' 
where  the  highest  land  on  this  planet  is  found. 
Even  the  central  African  '  Mountains  of  the  Moon,' 
held  mysterious  and  sacred  for  ages,  were  not 
exempt  from  invasion;  and  terrible  Ruwenzori  was 
conquered  last  year  by  the  Duke  of  Abruzzi. 

"  Thus  the  Swiss  pastime  of  Huxley  and  Tyndall 
itself  became  an  elaborate  science,  as  may  be  traced 
in  the  record  of  Sir  William  Martin  Conway,  greatest 
of  living  Alpinists.  Beginning  with  a  traverse  of 
the  Alps  from  end  to  end,  he  went  on  to  the 
Karakoram  Himalayas.  Here  he  reached  22,000ft. 
after  many  adventures,  great  outlay,  and  much 
suffering.  He  surveyed  and  mapped  2000  miles  of 
the  world's  mightiest  range.  Next  came  the  deso- 
late peaks  of  Arctic  Spitzbergen,  and  after  them 
the  towering  domes  of  Sorata  and  Illimani,  in  the 
Andes  of  Bolivia.  And  lastly,  Aconcagua  and  the 
glaciers  of  Tierra  del  Fuego," 


WASPS— THE  ORIGINAL  PAPER- 
MAKERS. 


Of  course,  the  writer  knew  that  wasps  are  the 
original  paper-makers,  and  long  since  pointed  the 
way  to  the  use  of  wood-pulp  for  that  paper-making 
which  has  so  immensely  increased  in  later  years 
and  is  threatening  much  of  the  literature  of  this 
era  with  early  extinction.  But  from  what  particular 
objects  was  the  pulp  gathered  ? 

Now  came  a  rare  surprise.  A  few  feet  beyond  the 
old  tree  stood  a  chestnut  telephone-pole.  While 
passing  it  one  day  a  hornet  was  seen  to  alight 
upon  it.  Eureka  ! — the  mystery  was  solved.  For 
straightway  the  insect  began  scraping  off  the  sur- 
face with  its  jaws.  Settling  well  upon  the  post, 
it  fastened  its  open  mandibles  into  it,  drew  them 
together,  thus  removing  a  particle  of  fibre,  and 
backed  down  a  little  way.  The  act  was  repeated 
until  it  had  covered  a  space  about  three-  fourths 
of  an  inch  long  and  one-sixteenth  wide,  just  the 
stretch  of  the  hornet's  jaws.  Meanwhile  a  tiny 
pellet  of  wood-dust  had  been  gathered  and  roll.^d 
and  pushed  beneath  the  mouth  ;  whereupon  Vespa 
flew  away.  In  fact,  her  method  of  gathering  build- 
ing material  was  just  the  reverse  of  that  used  when 
giving  it  out  in  construction. 

Now  the  post  was  carefully  in-pected,  and  it  was 
found  to  be  mott'ed  on  all  sides  and  to  the  top, 
about  eighteen  feet,  with  streaks  like  that  which 
the  hornet  had  just  left,  the  fresh  marks  upon 
the  abraded  w  ood  showing  di  tinctly  against  the 
weathered  surface.  The  streaks  were  not  all  of 
equal  length ;  for,  as  it  afterwards  appeared,  the 
pu  p-gatherers  seemed  somewhat  fastidious  in  their 
selections,  and  would  shilt  their  position  several 
t  mes.  Sometimes  also  the  scar  a'ready  made 
would  be  continued  by  the  same  or  another  worker  ; 
and  often  it  would  be  overlaid.  But,  as  a  rule, 
the  space  which  measured  the  amount  of  fibre 
removed  at  one  vi  it  to  the  pole  corresponded  wi  h 
the  amount  of  pulp  laid  on  at  one  time  by  the 
builders  on  the  nest ;  and  that  in  both  cases  was 
determined  apparently  by  the  carrying  capacity  of 
the  jaws.  The  visits  varied  in  length.  Tims,  of 
three  noted,  one  was  four  minutes,  with  seven 
shifts  ;  one,  two  minutes  ;  and  one,  three  minutes 
nine  seconds. 

Wishing  to  get  some  idea  of  the  number  of  visits 
made  by  the  insect  pulp-gatherers,  I  counted  care- 
fully the  scars  within  several  square  inches  of 
surface,  and  therefrom  estimated  the  number  within 
a  square  inch  around  the  entire  girth  of  the  pole. 
Thence  I  roughly  calculated  that  at  least  40,000 
visits  had  been  made  for  wood-fibre.  Some  of  these 
were  made  by  yeUow-jackets  and  brown  wasps,  but 
most  of  them  by  hornets  from  the  study  nest,  as 
could  be  determined  by  the  direction  of  the  insects' 
flight.  One  must  also  consider  that  in  many  cases 
the  scraped  surface  had  been  gone  over  more  than 
once,  so  that  the  estimate  is  probably  below  rather 
than  above  that  mentioned.  There  were  several 
similar  poles  in  the  vicinity,  all  more  or  less  thus 
marked,  the  one  nearest  to  the  above  quite  as 
freely.  Even  from  this  inadequate  estimate,  one 
can  see  the  enormous  industry  of  our  colony. — - 
H.  C.  McCooK,  in  Harper's  Magazine. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


Dr.  G.  Steele  Perkins  occupied  the  chair  last 
Wednesday,  find  a  paper  was  read  by  Mr.  Albert 
E.  Jackson,  entitled  Geological  Questions  Affecting 
the  Distribution  of  Sea  Fish." 

Mr.  J ackson  had  been  twitted  by  a  member  of 
the  committee  with  having,  as  the  American  says, 
bitten  off  more  than  he  could  chew.  Upon  working 
up  his  subject  he  found  that  that  committee-man 
knew  what  he  was  saying.  He  had  tackled 
seriously  not  only  geologic  lore,  with  which  he  had 
a  passing  acquaintance,  but  a  mass  of  reports  and 
blue  books,  the  result  of  much  work  by  Govern- 
ment Departments  and  Fishery  Investigation 
Commissions. 

He  noticed  an  almost  entire  absence  of  recognition 
in  their  work  of  geological  conditions,  and  regretted 
much  to  see  that  not  one  geologist  had  been  included 
in  the  many  appointments  made. 

In  their  reports  there  was  much  made  of  the 
influence  of  currents,  temperature,  and  the  presence 
or  absence  of  plankton,  the  fish  food,  but  of 
geological  conditions — ^next  to  nothing. 

Reasoning  from  analogy,  look  at  the  varied  distri- 
bution of  fauna  and  flora  on  the  dry  etirth.  Take  the 
growth  of  furze  bush.  It  is  always  found  growing 
on  the  Bagshot  Sands — wherever  they  are  found — 
at  Bagshot,  Aldershot.  The  apple  is  found  flourish- 
ing on  clay  soils,  also  the  rose ;  barley  and  turnip 
on  light  sandy  soil;  wheat  on  clay  land;  vetches 
and  peas  on  calcareous  soils,  while  the  peat  had  its 
own  products.  Granted  that  the  use  of  manure 
may  vary  the  natural  kindness  of  soil  to  product, 
yet  the  fact  remains  that  the  geologic  formation  of 
the  land  does  affect  their  frequency  and  perfectness 
of  growth. 

Take  the  worm — the  oldest  living  thing  in  ex- 
istence, long  before  the  fish — you  will  flnd  no 
lug  on  heu-d  rock,  and  the  ragworm  only  upon 
rock.  The  edible  snail  on  outcrops  of  chalk 
and  oolitic  shale.  Grouse  is  never  found  south 
of  Derbyshire.  The  eagle  only  favours  the 
rocks,  while  a  hare  is  never  found  out  of 
damp  and  stiff  land.  Geologic  conditions  thus  fix 
the  habitat  of  animal  and  vegetable  growth, 
and  it  would  appear  to  be  the  same  in  the  seas. 
Here  Mr.  Jackson  drew  attention  to  a  map  on  the 
board  showing  the  geologic  constitution  of  the  bed 
of  the  sea  on  our  coast  from  Berwick-upon-Tweed 
to  Weymouth  in  the  south,  pointing  out  the  succes- 
sion of  limestone  rock,  millstone  grit,  the  chalk  and 
the  gravel,  the  sands  on  the  top  of  the  Foreland 
chalk,  and  from  Folkestone  the  gault,  stiff  blue 
clay  and  the  wealden  formations  to  Beachy  Head, 
the  chalk  again  and  the  kimmeridge  clay,  oolitic 
rocks  and  clay  down  to  Weymouth. 

And  in  every  estuary  and  river  mouth  the  alluvial 
deposit  which,  for  the  flat  fish,  at  any  rate,  plays  so 
important  a  part. 

It  is  clear,  and  recorded  in  the  reports  of  the 
International  Commission's  work  in  the  North  Sea, 
that  the  plaice  is  nursed  in  the  sandy  and  alluvial 
bottoms  \mtil  of  a  size  to  find  their  mollusc  food 
on  the  Doggerbank,  while  the  round  fish,  like  the 
cod  and  the  hake  and  mackerel  and  pollack,  always 
frequent  the  seas  with  a  rocky  bottom. 

While  insisting  that  geologic  conditions  did 
affect  the  distribution  of  fish,  Mr.  Jackson  did  not 
wish  to  ignore  the  perhaps  greater  influence  of 
temperature  and  of  the  currents,  the  different  part 
played  by  the  warm  Atlantic  water  and  the  icy  cold 
current  coming  down  from  the  Pole,  affecting  as 
they  did  most  materially  the  supply  of  fish  food, 
without  which,  he  naively  put  it,  there  is  no  fish. 

The  subject  was  a  large  one,  far  too  large  to  be 
grasped  in  one  short  evening. 

The  Chairman  agreed  that  the  geologic  conditions 
were  operative,  but  in  his  opinion  affected  the  fish 
in  far  less  a  degree  .than  the  varying  temperature  of 
the  water,  governing  absolutely,  as  it  did,  the  pro- 
vision of  food. 

Mr.  Minchin  thanked  Mr.  Jackson  for  his  studious 
paper  and  criticised  to  some  Extent  Mr.  Jackson's 
generalisations,  agreeing  with  the  Chairman  that 
the  hydrographic  conditions  were  far  more  searching 
and  of  greater  importance. 

The  one  governing  condition  was  the  presence  or 
absence  of  food,  especially  at  the  time  the  fish  was 
building  up  his  powers  for  the  duty  of  reproducing 
his  species. 

The  discussion  was  sustained  by,  among  others, 
Messrs.  G.  Colman,  Zaehnsdorf,  Boyton,  Bates, 
Oakeshott.  The  usual  votes  of  thanks  were  passed, 
and  the  subject  for  next  Wednesday  announced  as 
a  paper  by  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin,  and  illustrated  by 
lantern  slides,  on  "  Molluscs  and  Crustaceans." 

:    H.  P. 
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Stocktaking^  and 
General  Clearance 


MURTONS 

NOW  ON  SALE 

YOU  CAN  NOW  SECURE  BARGAINS   OF  HIGH-CLASS 

Fishing:  Rods  and  Tackle 

BEING  30  TO  SQ  AND  75  PER  CENT,  BELOW  USUAL  PRICES. 


TROUT  FLY  RODS  in  3  joints, 
greenhaart,  balanced  handle,  bronzed 
fittings,  button,  snake  rings,  brazed  and 
tenoned,  in  partition  cover,  9  ft.  and  10  ft  , 
6/6  ;  11  ft.,  6/6  ;  12  ft.,  7/6.  Superior, 

2  tops,  double  brazed,  9  ft.,  8/6  ;  10  ft-, 
9/6;  11  ft.,  10/6;  12  ft.,  11/6.  Well 
made  and  a  marvel  for  the  money. 

TROUT  RODS,  2  joints,  all  green- 
heart,  balanced  handle,  2  tops,  double 
brazed,  in  partition  bag,  8,  8*  or  9  ft.., 
10/6  ;  9^,  10,  or  10^  ft.,  11/6  ;  11,  llj  or 
12  ft.,  13/6.  As  above,  one  top,  single 
brazed,  partition  bag,  8, 8|,  9,  or  10  ft., 
9/-  ;  lOi,  11,  llj  or  12  ft.,  10/6,  Those 
who  want  a  good  serviceable  Rod  at  a 
low  price,  this  will  be  found  all  that  can 
be  desired ;  action  and  finish  perfect. 

SALMON  AND  GRILSE  RODS, 

3  joints,  all  greenheart,  1  top,  bronzed 
fittings,  partition  bag,  18  ft.,  8/6  ;  14  ft 
9/6 ;  15  ft.,  10/6  ;  16  ft.,  12/6 ;  17  ft 
15/6 ;  18  ft.,  18/6  ;  good  balance  and 
superior  finish. 

OUR  SPECIAL,  aU  greenheart,  3 
joints,  2  tops,   double  brazed,  bronze 
fittings,  in  partition  cover  complete, 
13  ft.,  12/6 ;  14  ft.,  14/6  ;  15  ft.,  16/6 ;  16  ft.,  20/- 
weU  built  and  displaying  great  power. 


17  ft.,  25/-;  18  ft.,  30/- 


SPECIAL  BARGAINS, 


../hy  ,BOOKS  AND  TACKLE  CASES.  Pigskin 
J^ly  Books,  6,  6J,  and  7  in.,  2  felt  leaves,  10  parchment 
leaves,  for  flies  and  casts,  &c.    Usual  price,  8/6  for  5/6. 

Seven  Salmon  Pigskin  Cast  Cases,  six  chamois  'lined 
envelope  pockets,  9/6  for  7/-. 

Eyed  Fly  and  Cast  Cases,  7/6  for  5/6. 

Fourteen  Salmon  Fly  Boxes,  G.S.  clips,  for  40  flies,  7/6 
for  5/-. 

Pigskin  mounted   Cast   Case,  six   transparent  xylonite 
pockets,  7/6  for  5/6.    Positive  bargains. 

FISHING  JACKETS,  35  in.  long,  24  black  proof,  light 
weight,  durable,  14/6  for  8/6.  Eighteen  best  quality,  loop 
up  to  27  m.  for  deep  wading,  inner  cufis,  19/6  for  12/6. 

Twenty-two  Cashmeres,  fawn  and  blue,  25/-  for  16/6* 

Fifteen  Fancy  Tweeds,  25/-  for  16/6. 

Twenty-eight  Fancy._,Tweeds,  ventilated;  across  back,  30/-  for  18/6. 

OUR  TYNESIDE  BROGUE,  27/6 
for  20/-.  Very  special  value,  as  sketch, 
canvas  and  chrome  uppers,  solid  leather 
soles,  washered  hobbs,  21/-  for  16/6.  {  f{ 
All  chrome  leather  uppers,  leather  soles, 
washered  hobbs,  20/-  for  15/6.J   ■•  -,  -  - 

Do.  Do.     Shoes,  17/6  for  14/6.* ' 


BROGUES, 

soles,  16/6. 


all  rubber,  12/6;  leather 


BUILT  CANE,  our  own  speciality,  well  Whipped,  serrated  ferrules  suction 
]oints,  cork  grip,  2  tops,  10  ft.,  22/6  ;  11  ft.,  23/6  ;  12  ft.,  25/-:  well  worth  your 
notice.  All  gxeenheart,  3  piece,  cork  grip,  balanced  handle,  snake  rings  button 
partition  cover,  10ft., 8/6;  llft.,9/6;  12  ft.,  10/6  ;  a  wonderful  Rod  for  the  money! 

PIKE  AND  SEA  RODS,  stout  E.I.  cane,  4  joints,  full  length  16  ft  •  3 
tops,  can  be  altered  to  9  ft.  or  12  ft.,  15/6  for  10/6,  the  same  12  ft.,  1  top',  3  pieces, 
8/6  for  6/-.  Balanced  handle,  greenheart,  universal  bronzed  fittings  •  porcelain 
end  ring,  10/6  for  7/6  ;  very  serviceable  Rods. 

BASKETS  AND  CREELS,  best  French.     No.  1,  2/6-    No   2   3/  • 
No.  3,  4/- ;  No.  4,  4/6 ;  No.  5,  5/6.      '    '    '  ' 

SHOULDER  STRAPS,  9d.,  1/  ,  1/6,  and 

2/-. 

FISHING  BAGS.— Trout,  in  Mole,  Cambric 
orTwiU.  Usual  prices,  5/-  to  14/-.  To  clear' 
from  3/-  to  10/-. 

SALMON  BAGS,  in  stout 
Twill  and  Canvas,  usual  prices, 
10/6  to  20/-.    To  clear  from  8/- 
to  14/-.  ' 
o/"^]^^®'  superior  bronzed,  revolving  plate  and  check,  2  in 

fi'i'n  V/r'       '  =  3  i"^"  4/6 ;  3^  in.,  6/6 ;  4  in.,  7/6,' 

4^  in.  8/6.  Superior  bronzed,  gun-metal  plates,  steel  wheel 
2  m.,  7/6;  2iin.,  9/-;  2J  in.,  10/-;  3  in.,  12/-;  3*  in.,  13/-' 
4  m.,  14/-;  4^  in.,  17/6.  '  ^      '  ^  ' 


SHOES,  aU  rubber, 
13/6. 


10/6;  leather  soles, 


THE     FEATHERWEIGHT  FORK 
NET,  complete,  with  handle,  5/-  for  3/6. 

16  Complete  LANDING  NETS,  with  belt  spring,  small  6/6 
large,  7/6  for  6/6.  i.     o  ,  / 

OUR  FAMED  FISHING  STOCKINGS,  in  sateen,  fustian 
17/6  to  21/-,  during  sale  only,  13/6. 

OUR    FAMED     FISHING  TROUSERS, 

usual  price  30/-  and  40/-  for  22/6. 

All  goods  new  and  fresh  and  guaranteed  perfect. 

FISHING  BAGS. 

Trout  size,  in  mole,  cambric,  and  twill.  Usual  prices, 
4/6  to  13/6.    To  clear  from  3/6  to  10/-. 

SALMON  BAGS,  in  stout  twill  and  canvas. 
Usual  prices,  10/6  to  18/6.  To  clear  from  8/- 
to  14/-. 

RUBBER   KNEE  BOOTS. 

Wellingtons,  usual  price,  21/-  for  15/6. 

Napoleons,  usual  price,  22/6  for  15/6. 

Fishermen's  Long  Thigh  Boots,  usual  price, 
30/-  and  35/-  for  20/-. 

Ladies'  Knee  Fishing  Boots,  all  rubber,  usual 
price,  16/6  for  7/6  and  8/6  ;  with  felt  and 
leather  soles,  6/6  extra. 


for  5/6; 
and  twiU, 


GENUINE  REDUCTIONS!!  SEND  FOR  CATALOGUE!! 

Clieques  a.nd  Posta,!  Ovdex*s  xnetde  i>£i,y£i,t>le  to— 

HENRY  A.  MURTON,wtern  Angers'  Resort,  NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE 
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Jottings  by  the  Way. 


Hark  I  the  Hows  are  softly  calling. 

Bidding  Spring  arise. 
To  listen  to  the  raindrops  falling 

From  the  cloudy  sides. 
'Tis  she  must  clear  the  snow  that  lingers 

Round  their  stalks  away. 
And  let  the  snowdrops'  trembling  whiteness 

See  the  light  of  day. 

— A.  A.  Procter. 


Netting  the  Serpentine. 

In  the  issue  of  Jan.  18,  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff, 
secretary  of  the  Anglers'  Association,  said:  "The 
netting  offered  bj'  H.M.  Office  of  Works  to  this 
association  and  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society  has  been  postponed  in  consequence  of  the 
recent  severe  weather.  The  members  of  the  asso- 
ciation who  had  volunteered  their  services  will  be 
notified  in  due  course."  True  to  their  words, 
Messrs.  Woodruff  and  Barber  (A.B.S.)  informed  us 
that  "  the  netting  is  arranged  for  Tuesday,  Jan.  28, 
at  10  p.m." 

*  *  * 

I  was  one  of  those  who  "volunteered"  thei'" 
services  to  drag  the  monsters  from  the  vasty  deep- 
After  a  nice  hot  supper,  armed  cap-d-pie  for  the 
fray — waterproofs,  Burberry's  warm  underwear, 
boots  properly  treated  with  Mars  Oil — I  sallied  forth 
into  the  night  with  Ma's  blessing  and  the  fervent 
wish  that  I  might  arrive  home  some  time  or  another 
safely.  The  rendezvous  was  the  Royal  Humane 
Society's  Boat-house  on  the  western  side  of  the 
lake. 

*  *  *  * 

I  had  conjured  up  visions  of  a  nice  fire,  hot  tea 
and  coffee,  ham  and  eggs,  a  cut  off  a  sirloin  of  beef, 
sandwiches,  brandy,  of  course,  for  the  ' '  apparently  " 
drowned,  etc.  But  no  !  the  fiat  had  gone  forth : 
"  H.M.  Office  of  Works  has  given  notice  at  midday 
that  the  netting  could  not  be  executed  that  night 
as  arranged  !  "  It  was  too  late  to  prevent  many 
willing  workers  coming  from  long  distances — 
Henley,  Chiswick,  Woking,  etc. — from  being  present. 
In  groups  of  fours  and  sixes  they  stood  gazing  on 
the  placid  surface  of  the  beautifvd  expanse  of  water, 
eager  for  the  fray,  but  alas  !  powerless  to  act. 

^  ^  ^  it^ 

There  were  professional  netsmen,  horses,  vans, 
fish-carriers,  and  all  the  impedimenta  for  carrying 
out  the  transference  of  fish  from  a  London  park  to 
the  Thames  and  Lea.  In  the  ab-ence  of  hot  tea 
one  or  two  of  the  volunteer  army  used  their  flasks. 
After  a  chat  with  Mr.  F.  T.  Kemp,  of  the  T.A.P.S., 
Mr.  W.  H.  Rider,  Chiswick  Piscatorials,  Mr.  C. 
Franco,  Anglo-French  Piscatorials,  and  many  others, 
I  took  my  dragnet  home. 

*  *  *  * 

No  reason  has  as  yet,  I  believe,  been  as.«igned  for 
the  postponement,  but  I  know  that  the  T.  A.P.S.  and 
Anglers'  Association  have  expended  a  lot  of  money 
fruitlessly.  Better  luck  next  time !  Of  course, 
when  I  got  home  I  dreamt  of  the  miraculous 
draught  of  fishes,  "toiled  aU  night,"  etc.,  and  his 
Serpentanic  Maiesty,  and  wondered  if  there  were 
really  any  serpents  in  the  Serpentine.  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  render  a  better  account  of  the  tons  of  fish 
which  have  been  taken  when  the  permit  arrives — 
"  Go  on  ahead  !  " 


Anglo-French  Piscatorials. 

The  business  of  last  meeting  was  quickly  got 
through,  and  for  the  information  of  those  who  were 
not  in  attendance  the  deferred  outing  to  St.  Ives 
wiU  take  place  on  Feb.  2.  Headquarters,  The 
White  Horse  Hotel  {Hostess,  Mrs.  B.  Smith).  Train 
leaves  King's  Cross  on  Saturday  at  5  p.m.  Dinner 
at  8.30  p.m.  sharp.  Friends  are  invited,  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  the  ice  will  not  be  quite  so  thick 
this  time  as  last.  Mr.  CoUinson  wires  that  the 
prospects  of  fishing  are  good. 


The  Lazy  Pike. 

In  most  angling  literature  the  pike  is  described 
as  "  greedy,"  "voracious,"  "rapacious,"  etc.,  and 
in  pictvu:es  he  is  generally  represented  as  making 
prodigioias  efforts  to  capture  some  lively  but  im- 
willing  victim.  A  writer  in  the  Deutsche  Angler- 
Zeiiung  maintains  that  the  chief  characteristic  of 
the  piKe  is  liis  laziness.  And  it  is  this  very  laz.iness 
which  is  genarally  his  undoing,  since  it  leads  him  to 
prefer  the  languid  live-bait,  which  can  be  caught 
without  an  eilort,  to  more  active  and  vigorous  tish. 
Hence  his  preference  for  a  somewhat  wobbly  spin- 
ning bait,  provided  it  is  not  drawn  too_  quickly 
through  the  water. 


Gresham  Angling  Society. 
On  Tuesday  evening,  Feb.  4,  Mr.  J.  W.  Martin 
("  Trent  Otter  ")  will  read  one  of  his  always  interest- 
ing papers  before  the  members  and  friends  of  the 
above  society,  entitled,  "  Random  Recollections  of 
the  Lower  Trent."  On  Feb.  18  Mr.  H.  Davey 
Turner  will  read  a  paper  entitled  "  Fishing  in  North 
Devon."  Both  lecturers  are  well  worth  listening  to, 
and  visitors  are  cordially  invited.  The  headquarter.^ 
are  the  Manchester  Hotel,  Aldersgate-street. 


Death  of  Mr.  William  Gee. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Attwood,  secretary  of  the  Highbury 
Angling  Society,  sends  me  the  following  note  : — 
•'  You  will  be  sorry  to  hear  of  the  death  of  William 
Gse,  of  the  tackle  shop  in  Little-street,  St.  Martin's- 
lane.  He  died  on  Jan.  16,  and  was  bm'ied  at 
Norwood  on  Jan.  23.  He  was  seventy-nine  years 
old,  and  was  well  known  to  most  London  anglers." 
[I  am  sorry  to  hear  of  his  death.  I  have  known 
him  for  at  least  thirty  years  as  one  of  the  most 
obliging  fishing-tackle  dealers  we  Londoners  ever 
had.  Althougli  close  on  eighty  years  of  age,  he  was 
as  lively  as  though  he  were  only  forty.] 


"  Lines  on  a  Pier." 

'TwAS  in  the  merry  month  of  May 

I  journeyed  down  St.  Leonards  way, 

All  with  my  wife  and  familee 

To  spend  a  week  beside  the  sea. 

(You'll  note  I  use  the  word  "beside" — ■ 

I  do  not  venture  on  the  tide.) 

Well  soon  remarking,  "  As  we're  here, 

I'll  try  a  stroll  upon  the  Pier." 

The  family  good-bye  I  bade 

(As  they  preferred  the  gay  Parade) ; 

That  rhyme,  I  fear,  is  very  bad— 

I  should  have  said  the  Esplanad. 

Or,  stay  (I'm  an  indifferent  bard), 

I  think  it  should  be  Promenade. 

Well,  anyhow,  I  took  my  hook 

(Likewise  my  rod  and  tackle  book). 

And  quickly  stepping  on  the  Pier, 

I  said,  "  What  are  you  catching  here  ?  " 

It  was  a  question  rash,  perhaps. 

It  seemed  to  please  those  fisher  chaps. 

"Oh  gentle  stranger"  (answered  they), 

"You  should  have  been  here  yesterday; 

For  then  the  fish  were  biting  free — 

Such  fish  again  we'll  never  see  ! 

Their  size,  their  number,  and  their  weight 

To  teU  you,  sir,  we  hesitate ; 

But  just  to  give  you  an  idea 

The  sort  of  fish  we  get  down  here — 

Why,  as  we  drew  them  to  the  shore. 

The  water  dropped  a  foot  or  more  !  " 

I  took  the  eldest  angler's  hand, 

And  said,  "  Kind  sir,  I  understand ; 

Those  fish  you  caughlf  I  much  admire  " — 

He  simply  miu-mured,  "You're  a — nother." 

— Robert  Stanley. 


Sport  at  Radcot  Bridge. 

"  I  WAS  up  at  Radcot  Bridge  Swan  Hotel,  Oxford," 
says  a  correspondent,  "last  Sunday  and  Monday 
week,  when  the  weather  was  lovely,  sunny  and 
bright.  River  in  good  trim,  but  strong.  Fortunately 
I  had  taken  my  baits  with  me.  I  had  good  sport 
on  both  days  amongst  the  pike — fishing  from  the 
bank — but  somewhere  in  a  punt  off  flams  they 
caught  several  from  51b.  to  171b.  each,  and  I  have 
heard  from  the  proprietor  of  the  Swan,  Mr.  Fowler, 
that  several  have  been  caught  as  big  during  the 
week." 


The  Midland  Company  have  recently  added  to 
their  series  of  picture  postcards  two  new  sets  under 
the  titles  of  "  Derbyoliire  Hohday  Haunts "  and 
"Stately  Homes  of  England."  The  "Derbyshire 
Holiday  Haunts  "  introduce  new  views  ol  the  Wye 
and  Derwent,  but  the  gem  of  the  series  is  un- 
doubtedly a  reproduction  of  a  water-colour  drawing 
by  the  late  Mr.  Leonnard  of  the  staircase  at  Haddon 
Hall  associated  with  the  legend  of  Dorothy  Vernon, 
the  green- moss-covered  stonework  and  yew  tree 
trunk  being  very  happily  portrayed.  The  "  Stately 
Homes  of  England  "  also  refer  to  Derbyshire,  and 
are  mainly  those  associated  with  the  building  enter- 
prise of  the  famous  Bess  of  Hardwick.  An  excep- 
tion, however,  is  "  Lea  Hurst,"  near  Ambergate,  at 
one  time  the  residence  of  Miss  Florence  Nightingale, 
the  Lady  with  the  Lamp  in  Longfellow's  "  Santa 
Filomema." 


The  London  Channel  Islanders'  Society  are  hold- 
ing a  smoking  concert  on  Wednesday  evening, 
Feb.  5,  at  the  Tudor  Hotel,  Oxford-street,  W.  Mr. 
H.  Shirvell,  of  the  Queen's  Hotel,  Theobald's-road, 
W.C.,  will  occupy  the  chair.  This  gentleman  has 
such  a  large  number  of  friends,  not  a  few  of  whom 
are  ardent  anglers,  in  the  Channel  Islands  and  in 
the  metropolis,  that  ho  is  bound  to  be  well  sup- 
ported. Messrs.  H.  and  A.  Brevett  are  the  musical 
directors.    Visitors  will  be  welcomed. 


Mr.  B.  Sabgent,  hon.  sec.  of  the  West  Ham 
Angling  Society,  writes  : — "  Good  fish  from  the  Lea 
have  been  scarce  lately,  but  Mr.  F.  Fitch,  one  of 
our  members,  took  a  fine  chub  weighing  41b.  3oz. 
whUe  reaching  on  Jan.  26  with  a  tight  line  and 
No.  9  hook  in  the  society's  private  fishery  at  Field's 
Weir."  [Nice  chub,  Sargent — worthy  of  a  sergeant- 
major.] 


A  Good  Capture. 

Whilst  fishing  in  the  lake  at  Erlestoke  Park, 
near  Devizes,  Wilts,  by  kind  permission  of  the 
owner  (Mr.  G.  S.  A.  Watson- Taylor),  Mr.  Edward 
Laver,  of  Devizes,  captured  a  very  fine  pike.  He 
was  using  snap-tackle  and  silk  line,  with  live  roach 
about  3oz.  in  weight.  The  fish  fought  well,  but 
was  eventually  gati'ed  by  Mr.  Laver's  son,  who  was 
present.  It  weighed  281b.  when  taken  from  the 
water.  The  Mayor  of  Devizes  (Mr.  A.  T.  Robbins) 
and  Mr.  J.  G.  Batt  were  present  when  the  fish  was 
landed.  When  weighed  and  measured  seven  hours 
afterwards  by  Mr.  Batt,  the  following  was  the 
result :  Extreme  length,  42|^in. ;  eye  to  tail,  36in.  ; 
length  of  head,  12in.  ;  girth,  24|in. ;  weight,  21^\h. 
The  fish  is  being  set  up.  On  being  opened,  a  large 
tench  was  found  in  its  maw.  Mr.  Laver  is  a  member 
of  the  committee  of  the  Devizes  Angling  Associa- 
tion. ["The  Mick"  says  he's  heard  about  this 
28-pounder,  and  hopes  the  captor  will  laver  fish  or 
two  for  him  in  the  celebrated  lake.  He  also  adds 
that  he  don't  moind  phwat  means  he  devises.] 


Employee  (engaging  clerk) :  "  But  do  you  always 
stammer  like  that  ?  "  Applicant :  "  N-n-n-no,  sir  ; 
only  w-w-when  I  t-t-talk." — Pictorial  Comedy. 


Quaint,  old-world  oak  furnitiore,  softly-coloured 
tapestries,  an  imposing  grandsiie  clock,  a  typical 
Irish  harp,  and  a  candelabra  of  silver  make  an 
appropriate  environment  to  the  action  in  the  new 
play,  "The  O'Grindles,"  at  the  Playhouse.  It  is  a 
story  of  dignified  but  impoverished  society  in 
Ireland  in  the  first  decade  of  the  nineteenth  century, 
and  the  suitability  of  the  surromidings  to  the  plot 
and  the  characters  lends  value  to  the  whole  scheme 
of  the  play.  The  furnishing  of  "The  O'Grindles" 
was  entrusted  to  Messrs.  Oetzmann  and  Co.,  Ltd., 
of  67-79,  Hampstead-road,  W.,  and  ensured  a  satis- 
factory result. 


Peregrinations  of  the  Lobster. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  common  edible  sea-crab, 
in  spite  of  its  ungainly  mode  of  walking,  often 
travels  long  distances.  The  lobster  is  not  far  behind- 
hand in  this  respect.  According  to  the  Deutsche 
Fischerei-Zeitung,  a  number  of  lobsters  were  marked 
and  set  free  on  the  coast  of  Maine  in  the  United 
States.  Two  years  later  some  of  them  were  caught 
off  the  coast  of  Nova  Scotia,  having  covered  a 
distance  of  120  knots  in  the  time.  This  is  hardly 
up  to  the  form  of  the  Mauretania,  but  creditable 
enough  in  its  way. 


The  "Swift  Magazine." 

A  NEW  star  has  arisen  in  the  journalistic  world — - 
the  Swift  Magazine.  It  is  of  primary  interest  to 
cyclists,  and  the  terms  of  subscription  should  ensure 
it  a  large  circulation.  All  one  has  to  do  is  to  send 
a  postcard  to  "The  Swift  Cycle  Company,"  Coven- 
try, and  they  will  send  it  every  month  free  of  charge. 
The  contributors  are  all  experts,  and  the  cyclist 
who  does  not  apply  for  it  should  be  advised  to  do  so. 
*  *  *  * 

It  is  hoped  that  the  editor  will  have  at  least  one 
article  on  the  pleasures  of  cycling  and  angling  com- 
bined. The  cycle  can  be  made  of  the  greatest 
utility  by  anglers,  but  certain  little  fitments  analo- 
gous to  those  used  by  military  cyclists  are  needed, 
and,  if  carefvdly  designed,  would  add  considerably 
to  the  value  of  a  cycle  from  the  angler's  point  of 
view. 


The  "Angler's  Watch  Chain." 

As  will  be  seen  on  the  front  page  of  cover,  Mr. 
Gillett  has  replaced  his  advertisement  for  the 
"Angler's  Watch  Chain,"  as  he  has  received  a  fiesh 
consignment.  They  are  well  worth  the  price  asked 
for  them,  and  are  very  suitable  for  a  present. 

Dragnet. 


February  1,  1908 
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5tofc5  from  t\)C  ^orfl). 

E\^F.RYTHiNG  18  now  in  readiness  for  ttie 
"Eleventh."  It  is  really  the  angler's  "Twelfth" 
as  far  as  the  Dee  is  concerned.  Unfortunately,  the 
other  rivers  are  not  in  the  same  category. 


The  annual  rateable  value  of  the  Dee  waters  is 
close  on  £20,000.  In  1875  it  was  £3000,  in  1885  it 
was  £10,000,  and  in  the  last  twenty  years  it  has 
just  doubled. 


Mr.  Andrew  Murray  writes  me  from  Inverugie 
that  "the  finnock  are  showing  up  well,  and  leaping 
in  the  tideway  by  the  round  dozen  in  anticipation 
of  Feb.  25,"  for  the  Ythan  andUgie  are  a  fortnight 
beliind  the  Dee,  Don,  Spey,  Ness,  etc. 


The  flies  used  for  sea-trout  in  the  early  months 
are  the  March  Brown,  Hare's  Ear.  Soldier  Palmer, 
and  Lord  Saltoim  for  dull  days,  with  a  Dunkeld, 
Silver  and  Cinnamon,  or  such  like  in  smaller  and 
clearer  waters.  The  Tube,  the  Terror  (sand-eel  fly), 
and  the  Devon  all  kill  well,  especially  the  last-named 
where  spinning  is  preferred. 


In  the  earlier  weeks  the  larger  sizes  on  Nos.  8, 
fl,  and  10  doubles  are  preferred,  but  as  the  season 
advances  Nos.  9,  10,  11,  and  12  soon  come  into 
vogue.    Local  patterns  should  not  be  neglected. 


Tliis  year  the  Deveron  opens  under  new  auspices 
and  new  rules.  Anglers  asking  for  information 
should  write  the  secretary  of  the  Huntly  Association, 
Huntly,  N.B.,  or  any  of  the  hotel-keepers  who 
advertise  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. 


Mr.  Montague  Chalmers  has  just  secured  the 
Culter  Water  for  the  spring  months  on  the  Dee. 
■  Most  of  the  other  sections  up  and  down  are  fully  let. 


A  TALE  OF  A  PIKE. 


We  anglers  are  used  to  pike  stories,  more  or  leas 
true,  very  often  "less,"  but  the  following  facts 
respecting  the  capture  of  a  pike  will  doubtless  bo  of 
interest  to  the  thousands  of  members  of  fishing  clubs 
all  through  the  country. 

It  appears  that  the  Sheffield  Anglers'  A'sociation, 
which  can  boast  of  a  membership  of  over  21,000, 
offered  £150,  including  £1  for  the  best  specimen 
pike,  perch,  roach,  dace,  bream,  etc.,  in  a  fishing 
match  which  took  place  at  Kirkstead  in  Septem- 
ber, 1907.  They  were  sued  the  other  day  in  the 
Sheffield  County  Court  by  Mr.  G.  Bastick  for 
£1.  The  plaintiff  alleged  that  he  was  entitled  to 
the  prize  of  £1  for  the  best  specimen  pike,  although 
his  was  the  only  one  caught,  but  it  was  of  the 
standard  in  length  as  required  by  the  rules.  In 
cross-examination,  the  plaintiff  admitted  that  he 
forgot  to  have  the  pike  specially  weighed,  but  he 
put  it  in  a  bag  and  asked  the  clerk  to  put  a  speci- 
men label  on  the  bag.  The  liih  had  swallowed  the 
hook  and  his  bait — a  small  roach.  Mr.  Wing,  who 
appeared  for  the  association,  as:<ed  plaintiff  if  he 
considered  it  proper  to  weigh  a  fish  with  the  bait 
and  hook  in  its  mouth  ?  "  Yes,"  replied  the  plain- 
tiff, "  we  always  weigh  in  a  fish  which  has  swallowed 
a  hook  and  a  bunch  of  maggots."  Mr.  J.  F. 
Gorrill,  president  of  the  association,  said  that  prior 
to  the  match  he  read  to  the  competitors  the  rules 
governing  the  competition.  According  to  these  a 
member  who  had  caught  a  specimen  fish  had  to 
enter  the  weight  on  iiis  card.  There  was  nothing 
to  show  that  plaintiff  had  entered  for  the  specimen 
compet.tion.  He  could  not  say  that  plaintiff  had 
broken  any  rule,  but  lie  liad  broken  the  conditions. 
His  Honour  Judge  Benson  said  he  thought  the 
plaintiff  was  entitled  to  the  prize  for  the  best 
specimen  pike,  therefore  there  would  be  judgment 
i  r  plaintitf  for  £1  and  costs.  J.  E.  Milleb. 

Leeds. 


GLAMORGAN  ANGLERS'  CLUB. 


THE  ANNAN  A8  A  SALMON  AND 
TROUT  RIVER. 


It  is  reported  that  one,  if  not  two,  of  the  smaller 
landed  proprietors  adjoining  the  banks  of  the  Kiver 
Annan,  who  have  the  rights  of  fishing  in  the  river, 
propose  to  resume  draught-netting  in  their  particu- 
lar portion,  and  this  has  given  rise  to  some  alarm 
among  anglers  and  proprietors  who  are  against  any 
netting.  About  twenty  years  ago  the  declining 
nature  of  the  fisheries  claimed  the  attention  of  pro- 
prietors, and  witli  the  view  of  improving  tlie  river 
a  meeting  of  the  riparian  proprietors  was  held.  It 
was  subsequently  resolved  among  them  to  abstain 
from  netting  their  respective  waters,  and  thus  pre- 
serve the  different  stretches  for  angling.  At 
that  time  fishermen  were  whammling  for  sea- 
trout  in  the  Solway,  and  the  sliortage  of  sea- 
trout  in  the  ri\'er  was  the  subject  of  comment. 
The  agreement,  as  drawn  up,  was  signed  by  all 
except  the  joint  proprietors  of  the  Four  Towns  at 
Hightae,  who  did  not  fall  in  with  the  proposaL 
As  the  small  part  of  the  water  there  was  only 
occasionally  drawn  with  the  net,  and  of  little 
importance  for  netting  either  sea-trout  or  salmon,  it 
was  resolved  to  leave  the  Hightae  joint  proprietor- 
ship out  of  the  agreement.  For  a  period  of  about 
twenty  years  there  has  therefore  been  no  netting 
in  the  Annan.  The  agreement  terminates  at  Whit- 
sunday first,  and  the  principal  proprietors  who 
have  seen  the  benefit  of  "  no  netting  "  in  the  river 
express  their  willingness  to  enter  upon  a  renewal 
of  the  agreement  for  a  similar  term  of  years,  but  it 
is  understood  that  there  are  exceptions,  who  wish  to 
exercise  their  right  to  occasionally  draught-net 
their  waters.  In  the  circumstances,  the  represen- 
tative of  one  of  tile  proprietors  insists  that  there 
must  be  a  renewal  of  the  agreement  on  the  part 
of  all  who  previously  signed  the  arrangement, 
else  the  practice  of  netting  will  be  resumed  in 
waters  where  the  effect  will  soon  be  felt.  The 
lesson  of  over-netting  in  the  Solway  and  some  of  its 
rivers  years  ago  should  act  as  a  warning,  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  wise  counsels  will  prevail  and  an 
amicable  arrangement  be  come  to  again,  whereby 
the  Annan  will  have  another  lease  of  fair  play,  and 
uphold  its  name  as  a  salmon  river. 

Heatherbell, 


TEES  SALMON   FISHERY  BOARD. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  above  Board  was  held 
at  the  Central  Buildings,  Darlington,  on  Jan.  24. 
Lord  Barnard,  who  was  re-elected  chairman,  in 
acknowledging  the  appointment,  thanked  the  Board 
for  the  renewal  of  their  confidence,  remarking  that 
the  last  had  been  a  rather  strenuous  yeai-,  especi- 
ally in  connection  with  the  Tees  Valley  Water  Bill. 
The  Board  had  been  very  fortunate  in  the  result 
achieved  at  very  little  expenditure. 

Mr.  Peverell  was  reappointed  to  represent  the 
Board  on  the  North-Eastern  Sea  Fisheries  Com- 
mission. 

Permission  was  given  to  the  Darlington  Brown 
Trout  Anglers'  Association  to  place  a  thousand  perch 
in  the  Skerne  above  Darlington. 

Mr.  R.  Redman  urged  that  the  limit  of  the  trout 
taken  should  be  eight  inches.  They  were  frequently 
taken  at  six  inches. 

The  secretary,  Mr.  Barron,  said  there  was  no 
power  with  the  Board  to  make  a  limit,  but  fishing 
clubs  could  and  did  so,  and  riparian  owners  could 
prevent  it  by  cancelling  licences. 

The  annual  report  was  then  presented  and  passed. 
It  stated  that  so  far  as  ascertained  the  salmon  taken 
by  nets  last  year  were  8385,  weighing  70, 7451b., 
and  of  salmon  trout  6445,  weighing  25,33Glb.  The' 
rod  and  line  season  was  the  best  for  many  years. 
The  heaviest  fish  was  36lb.  The  income  of  the 
Board  from  all  sources  was  £948,  and  the  expen.'i- 
ture  £1206.  There  was  a  balance  in  the  bankers' 
hands  on  Dec.  31  of  £432  12s. 

Mr.  T.  Helmer  moved  a  resolution  that  the  annual 
close  season  as  to  the  whole  of  the  Tees  fishery  dis- 
trict for  all  modes  of  salmon  fishing,  except  with 
the  rod  and  line,  shall  commence  on  Sept.  1  in  each 
year  and  terminate  on  Feb.  1  folio  wuig,  both  days 
inclusive.  Fishing  for  salmon  with  rod  and  liiie 
shall  commence  on  Oct.  13  and  terminate  on 
Feb.  1.  Mr.  Helmer  remarked  that  a  great  many 
spawning  fish  were  destroyed  late  in  the  season, 
being  taken  wlien  utterly  unfit  for  food. 

Mr.  Bell-Irving,  Mr.  Bainbridge  and  others 
opposed  the  motion,  contending  that  good  fish  were 
taken  at  the  end  of  October.  It  would,  it  was 
urged,  considerably  reduce  the  number  of  licences 
taken  out.  The  motion  was  lost,  fi\  e  being  for  and 
eleven  against,  some  not  voting.  In  connection 
with  this  matter,  a  petition,  signed  by  fiity-one 
licence-holders,  against  curtailing  the  time  for 
fishing  was  presented. — Newcastle  Daily  Chronicle. 


The  netting  season  all  over  the  North  opens  on 
Feb.  11,  the  Tay  and  Tweed  on  Feb.  1,  the  North 
and  South  Esks  on  Feb.  15,  and  the  Ythan  and 
Ugie  on  Feb.  25. 


The  Don  has  been  in  fine  ply  and  running  big  for 
some  weeks,  so  that  there  should  be  a  good  chance 
on  the  Kintore  Water,  which  is  practically  free,  and 
at  Inveriurie,  which  is  partially  so. 


The  best  spring  lures  for  salmon  are  the  Gordon. 
Jock  Scot,  Mar  Lodge,  Akroyd,  Silver  Doctor,  and 
Whitewing  (tricolom-)  for  the  Dee,  and  fairly  large 
sizes,  with  long  shanks.  Speciax  Scotch. 


TAUNTON  PISCATORIAL  ASSOCIATION. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Taunton  Piscatorial 
Association  was  held  recently  at  the  Crown  and 
Sceptre  Hotel,  and  was  presided  over  by  the  Mayor, 
Alderman  A.  J.  Spiller. 

The  hon.  secretary  presented  the  following  report 
■and  balance-sheet : — The  first  meeting  was  held  on 
Jan.  15,  1907,  when  it  was  decided  to  form  this 
association  to  represent  the  West  Ward  and  the 
district  generally.  The  number  of  members  has 
steadily  increased,  and  we  have  now  a  total  number 
of  thirty-seven,  and,  as  this  is  the  first  year  of  the 
society,  I  consider  the  number  very  satisfactory. 
Competitions  were  held  on  Oct.  3  and  Dec.  3  last, 
but  owing  to  climatic  and  other  influences  the 
results  we.e  not  very  encouraging.  Let  us  hope, 
however,  that  on  the  next  occasion  our  success 
may  be  more  gratifying.  The  balance-sheet  showed 
receipts  amounting  to  £23  17s.  6d.,  and  expenditure 
£23  Us.  4d. 

Councillor  Hinton  proposed  the  adoption  of  the 
report  and  balance-sheet,  and  said  the  association 
was  to  be  congratulated  very  much  upon  having  a 
favourable  balance,  considering  that  the  initial 
expenses  of  the  club  had  been  so  heavy.  Next 
year,  as  several  items  would  not  occur  again,  the 
balance  should  be  a  better  one. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  hon.  sec.  (Mr.  F.  W.  Ford) 
was  passed,  who,  in  reply,  spoke  of  the  excellent 
manner  in  which  the  committee  had  assisted  him 
during  the  year.  He  hoped  during  the  coming 
season  to  arrange  more  competitions,  and  he  thanked 
the  Mayor,  Councillor  Huiton,  and  Mr.  W.  Folland 
for  the  keen  interest  they  took  in  the  club. 

The  Mayor  of  Taunton  was  elected  president  for 
the  ensuing  season,  and  the  vice-presidents  and 
other  officers  re-elected. 


The  fourth  annual  general  meeting  was  held  at 
the  Marchioness  of  Bute  Hotel  on  Jan.  ,23,  Mr. 
J.  J.  Dixon  in  the  chair.  The  balance-sheet  for  the 
past  year  was  submitted  by  the  chairman,  who 
congratulated  the  club  on  its  continued  success, 
and  remarked  that  in  spite  of  the  heavy  payments 
which  had  been  met,  there  was  still  a 'balance  on 
the  right  side  to  add  to  the  credit  balance  of  1906. 
The  membership  had  increased  during  1907  from 
160  to  255,  and  there  was  every  prospect  that 
during  the  present  year  there  would  be  a  further 
large  increase.  In,  retiring  from  the  chairmanship, 
Mr.  Dixon  thanked  the  committee  and  officers  for 
the  way  in  which  he  had  been  supported  during  his 
year  of  office,  and  assured  them  of  his  continued 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  club. 

The  secretary,  in  presenting  the  annual  report, 
stated  that  the  relationship  between  himself  and 
the  secretaries  of  the  other  clubs  in  the  city  con- 
tinued of  the  friendliest,  and  co-operation  was  now 
the  order  of  the  day.  The  club  had  been  very 
highly  favoured  during  the  past  season,  having 
been  permitted  by  the  Marquis  of  Bute  to  net  the 
Cardiif  Castle  Moat  for  coarse  fish,  resulting  in 
something  Uke  10,000  roach  and  rudd  being  trans- 
ferred safely  to  the  ponds  which  had  been  acquired 
at  Newport-road.  The  annual  competition  which 
was  held  on  the  Wye  at  Monmouth,  by  kind  per- 
mission of  Sii-  Thos.  Freake,  was  highly  successful. 
He  referred  feelingly  to  the  loss  the  club  had 
sustained  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Eustace  H.  Simon, 
whose  place  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  fill,  and 
who  had  always  been  at  the  front  when  work  had 
to  be  done.  He  congratulated  the  members  that 
tlirough  the  kind  influence  of  Sir  Wm.  Thomas 
Lewis,  Bart.,  the  Marquis  of  Bute  had  consented  to 
become  the  patron  of  the  club.  Very  hearty  thanks 
were  tendered  to  those  members  and  friends  who 
had  presented  prizes  for  competition.  The  election 
of  officers  was  then  proceeded  with,  and  the  follow- 
ing were  duly  elected: — Chairman,  Mr.  Kenneth 
G.  Lundie ;  committee,  Messrs.  Thompson,  Winter, 
Lupini,  Angel,  Barkaway,  Davies,  Hunt,  Pearce, 
W.  T.  Forster,  '  Evans,  Collier,  and  Brockington  • 
hon.  auditor,  Mr.  R.  E.  Winter ;  hon.  sec."  and 
treasurer,  Mr.  H.  H.  Groves. 

In  returning  thanks  after  being  placed  in  the 
chair,  Mr.  Lundie  said  he  would  endeavour  to  keep 
up  the  prestige  of  the  club,  and  would  keep  to  the 
fines  laid  down  by  the  previous  chairman,  JVIr. 
Dixon,  since  he  could  not  wish  for  better  example  ; 
and  he  lioped  he  would  have  the  same  whole- 
hearted support  from  the  committee  and  secretary. 
The  hon,  secretary  and  treasm-er,  Mr.  H,  H, 
Groves,  in  returning  thanks  for  unanimous  re- 
election, said  his  labours  were  made  liglit  for  him 
by  the  way  in  which  he  was  backed  up  by  every 
member. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Thh  Only 
Effeotivb 

INSEC 
REPELLER 

which    is    NOT  GREASY, 
^  N-POISONOUS.  PERFECTLY 

HARMLESS,    EASILY  APPLIED 
and  pleasant  and  refreshing  to  use 

Prepared  by 

FRANK  A.  ROGERS,  327,  Oxford  St.,  W. 


SALMON  &  TROUT  FISHING 

TO  LET, 

Three  Rods  at  £10  each 

for  the  Season.    Three  miles  of  splendid 

Fishing  on  the  Usk.— Apply, 

H.  B.  Stocken,  Angel  Hotel,  Abergavemiv 


KENNET  VALLEY 
FISHERIES. 

HUNGERFORD,  BERKS. 

Brown,  Loch  Leven,  Rainbow 
Trout,  Grayling,  &c. 

Sporting  strains  for  stocking ;  all  sizes  and 
prices. — Send  for  list  to  the  Manager. 
Telegraphic  Address  :  "  Fisheries,  Hungerford. 


RIGMADEN  FISHERY 

KIRKBY  LONSDALE. 

FOR  SAX^E 

YEARLING,  2.YEAR.OLD,  and  Older 

RAINBOW  TROUT, 

For  Prices  apply— .T.  K.  Robinson,  Rigmaden 
Estate  Office,  Kiikby  Lonsdale. 


EARL  OF  DENBIGH'S 
FISHERIES. 

I»EFCCH:.-  A  large  quantity  FOR 
SALE.    Immediate  delivery.    21/-  per 

100;  £9  per  1000. 
Address,    The    Manager,    Eabl  of 
Denbigh's  Fishekies,  Holywell. 


BRIMPTON  FISHERY 

Mp.  HEADIMa. 

I  am  now  booking  orders  for  Brown 
and  Rainbow  Trout,  of  all  sizes.  My 
large  Fish  are  reared  in  a  screened 
stream,  and  feed  on  my  floating  fish 
food,  thus  producing  wild  and  free-rising 
fish.    Write  for  List — ■ 

P.  GASCOIGNE  FREEMAN. 


ANGLING 

ON  THE  RIVERS 
BURB  IiEA  STORT 

CAM  NENE  STOUR 

CHELMER  ORWELI.  WAVENEY 
CROUCH  OUSE  WEI.LAND 

SEA  FISHING 

ON  THB 

EAST  COAST. 

CHEAP  WEEK-END  TICKETS  ARE 
ISSUED  EVERY  SATURDAY 

to  Stations  serving  the  above  and  other 

Fishing  Resorts. 
For  full  particulars  write  to  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Line,  Liverpool  St.  Station, 
London,  B.C. 


IVT.  BARNES, 

Fishing  Tackle  Maker  and  Gut  Importer, 

1,  ST.  SWITHIN'S  SQUARE,  LINCOLN. 

Sole  Maker  of  the  Celebrated  "LINDUM" 
Pure  Silk  8-Plait  Fishing  Lines,  which  are 
warranted  not  to  curl  or  kink. 
Roach      ...     Is.  6d.  ]     Per  100  yards. 
Barbel      ...    2s.  Od.  [  White  or  Neutral 
Pike         ...     8*.  6d.  J  Oreen, 
Salmon     ...     is.  6d.  }       on  Boards. 
Also  Mak«r  of  Flax,  Linen,  "Albion"  and 
"Castle"  Lines.   Rods, Reels,  Tackle,  <tc.  Best 
Trout  Flies,  9d.  per  dozen. 
Oold  Medals :  Parit  and  Lincoln.  Wholesale, 
Retail,  and  for  Export, 


February  1,  1908 


LOUGH  ARROW. 

Season  opens  February  1st.  Good 
afconunodation  to  be  had  100  yards 
from  lake.  Boats  and  experienced 
boatmen.  Artificial  Fly  good  in 
March  and  April. — Apply, 
Geo.  Acheson,  Arrow  Lodge,  Boyle. 


THE 


EXE  VALLEY  FISHERY. 

Ova,  Fry,  Yearlings,  and  Two-year 
olds  of  Brown  Trout,  Loch  Leven,  and 
Rainbow  Trout  at  moderate  prices. 
Fish  Foods,  Apparatus,  and  Advice. 
For  Price  List  and  particulars  apply  to 
Theo.  F.  Teacy,  Exebridge,  vid  Tiverton 
Devon. 


OUSE  ANGLING 
PRESERVATION  SOCIETY, 

;S  VSSEX. 


JACK  &  CHUB  WANTED 

for  stocking  purposes.— Send  full  par- 
ticulars and  price  delivered  at  Barcombe 
Mills,  L.  B.  &  S.  C.  Rly.,  to  C.  H.  Mobeis 
Hon.  Sec,  Lewes,  Sussex. 


FISHING  ROID 
TIlVrBER. 

Greenheart,  Hickory,  Ash,  and  Lance- 
wood,  specially  selected  by  Experts, 
supplied  in  log^s,  planks  and  squares. 
WHOLESALE  ONLY. 

JOSEPH  OWEN  &  SONS,  Ltd., 

Timber  Merchants.  LIVERPOOL. 


LONDON  THEATRES. 


■)RURY  LANE  THEATRE  ROYAL. 

"  Managing  Director,  Arthok  Collins  — 
Every  Day,  at  1..30  and  7.30,  THE  BABES  IN 
THE  WOOD.  Messrs.  Walter  Pa.ssmore,  Harry 
Fragson,  Neil  Kenyon,  Lennox  Pawle,  Harrisoi" 
Brockbank,  Johnny  Danver.s,  Arthur  Conquest  - 
Mdmes.  Agnes  Eraser,  Madge  Vincent,  Meredith 
Meredro,  Florence  VVarde,  and  Marie  George. 

JAYMARKET  THE  ATRE-Every  Evening 
11  at  8.30,  HER  FATHER.  Mr.  Arthur  Bom 
chier;  Messrs.  Cyril  Keightley,  Marsli  Allen 
L.  Lane,  E.  W.  Tarver,  E.  B,  Payne;  Mis 
Henrietta  Watson ;  Mesdanies  Angela  Van- 
brugh,  (i.  Baird,  N.  Moore,  M.  Aldridge,  and 
Jlits  Marie  Liihr. 


THE  PLAYHOUSE,  Northumberland  Avenue 
■•■  —Every  Evening  at  9.  THE  O'GRINDLES. 
By  H.  \.  E.smond.  Cyril  Maude  and  Winifred 
Eraery,Alfred  Bishop,  Kenneth  Douglas,  Edmund 
Gwenn,  Alexandra  Carlisle.  Pollie  Emery  &c 
Preceded  at  8.30  by  FRENCH  AS  HE  IS  SPOKE 
Matinee  Saturday  next  and  every  following 
Wednesday  and  Satui'day  at  2.30.  All  seats 
can  be  booked. 


■JALY'S  THEATRE.— Every  Evening  at  8.16 
"  THE  MERRY  WIDOW.  Messrs  Robert 
Evett,  W.  H.  Berry,  Lennox  Pawle,  Gordon 
Cleather,  Fred  Kaye,  V.  O'Connor,  R.  Roberts 
and  Joseph  Coyne  and  George  Graves  ;  Misses 
Elizabeth  Firth,  Gabrielle  Ray,  G.  Lester, 
Desmond,  Glyn,  Welch,  Dombey,  Irving,  Le 
Grand,  Webster,  Munro,  and  Mis5  Lily  Elsie. 


YCEUM  THEATRE.— Every  Day,  at  2  and 
I  7.30,  Grand  Pantomime,  ROBINSON 
CRUSOE.  Messrs.  John  E.  Coyle,  Brown  and 
LeClerq,  George  Brooks,  Espinosa,Chas.  Penrose 
Mesdames  Sybil  Arundale,  Dorothy  Craske 
Ouida  Macdermot,  Espinosa,  Ethel  James 


A  DELPHI  THEATRE.— Every  Day  at  2  and 
7.30,  ALADDIN.  Mesdanies  Millie  Legarde 
Sarah  Vrubell,  Doris  Dean,  and  Happy  Fanny 
Fields ;  Messrs.  M.  R.  Morand,  Harry  Claff,  and 
Malcolm  Scott. 


NEW  THEATRE.  —  Every  Evening,  at  8, 
THE  SCARLET  PIMPERNEL.  Fred 
Terry;  Messrs.  J.  Carter  Edwards,  Horace 
Hodges,  Alfred  Keudrick,  Wigney  Percyval 
Malcolm  Clieriy,  D.  J.  Williams,  Frederick 
Groves,  Walter  Edwin,  E.  Pickering,  L.  Race 
Dunrobin  ;  Misses  Kathleen  Doyle,  Mary  Mac- 
kenzie, Claire  Pauncefort,  Marion  Sterling,  and 
Miss  Miriam  Lewis. 


OT.  JAMES'S  THEATRE,  King  Street,  Pall 
•J  Mall.— Every  Evening,  at  8.40  sharp,  THE 
THIEF.  Mr.  George  Alexander  and  Miss  Irene 
Vanbrugh.  Mr.  Sydney  Valentine,  Mr.  E.  Lyall 
Swete,  Mr.  Reginald  Owen. 


5RINCE  OF  WALES'  THEATRE.  -  Every 
■•■  Evening,  at  8,  MISS  HOOK  OF  HOLLAND 
Mr.  G.  P.  Huntley,  Mr.  Maurice  Farkoa,  Messrs 
George  Barrett,  Herbert  Clayton,  W.  Pringle  • 
Mesdames  Gracie  Leigh,  Eva  Kelly,  G.  Broaden' 
G.  Xvei'y,  Elsie  Spain.  ' 


H.  JOHNSON,  Gut  Merchant.] 

Send  1/.  for  3  SAMPLE  CASTS.  3  yards  each, 
tapered,  fine,  medium,  and  strong,  and  see 
Quality. 

BEST  SELECTED  DRAWN  GUT,  3,  4,  and  5x, 
Dcci^  MM-J?/^  •  1^  3'-  •  18  in.,  4/.  per  100, 
BEST  UNDRAWN  GUT.  -x,  line  16  in.,  2/6  ;| 
., ,^18  'I- .3/- ;  20  in. ,  3/6  per  100. 
GUT  CASTS,  FIRST  QUALITY.  1  yard.  1/4; 
DccT  ^"J^?-, ;  3  yards,  3/6  per  doz.  ' 
BEST    SOLID    PLAITED    ROACH    LINES,  per 

100  yaids,  1/6  ;  BARBEL.  2/- ;  PIKE.  3/6. 
BEST    NOTTINGHAM    LOBS    AND    BAG.  3/4 

per  1,000.  THB  TKADK  SUPPLIED. 

155,  Waterway  Street,  Nottingham. 


ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY. 

Patron :  HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING. 

Presid<nt-H.R.U.  The  Duke  of  Connaught,  K.G. 

Thikty-Sbvknth  Season,  1907-1908. 

ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 

Ash  Wednesday  Evg.,  4th  Mar.,  1908. 

AT  8  O'CLOCK. 

THE  DREAM  OF 
GERONTIUS 

ELGAR. 


Miss    GERTRUDE  LONSDALE. 
Mr.   GERVASE  ELWES. 
Mr.  FFRANGCON-DAVIES. 

BAND  AND  CHORUS,  ONE  THOUSAND. 
Organist— Mr.  H.  L.  Balfour,  Mos.B. 
Conductor— Sir  FREDERICK  BRIDGE,  M.V.O.  I 

Doors  open  at  7  ;  commence  at  8  o'clock, 
btalls, , s.6(l. ;  Arena, 6s. ;  Balcony,  Reserved,  5s. ; 
Unreserved,  4«.  ;  Boxes  from  *;i  Us.  6d.  to  £3  3s. 
Gallery  (Promenade),  One  Shilling.    Tickets  may 

.  "^""1  Agents,  and  at  the  Royal 

Albert  Hall. 


QUEEN'S  HALL. 

THE  QUEEN'S  HALL  ORCHESTRA'S 

SEVENTH 

SYIWPHONY  CONCERT. 

Saturday,  Feb.  ISth,  \1908,  at  3. 

Overture,  Der  Freischiitz    Weber 

Symphony  No.    6,    in    K  niiuoi' 

(Patht'tique)    Tchaikovsky 

Introdiiitiuii    and    Fu^'iic  fnjin 
.Sonata  No.  2,  in  A  iiiiTi.ir,  for 

■:  r,  S.  Bach 

soi<.  \  idiiii,  Ml'.  :\iAi!i;i('n  Sons. 

.Sclierz.)  I.ji  (iiviicstra  L  Appreiiti 

i^ort^'t^i-    Dnka 

Overture,  The  Bartered  Bride   Snietana 

Solo  Violin,  Mr.  MAURICE  SONS. 
Conductor,  Mr.  HENRY  J.  WOOD. 

7s.  6rf.,  5s.,  2s.  6rf.,  usual  Agents;  Chappell'si 
Box  Office,  Queen's  Hall ;  and  Queen's  Hall 
Orchestra,  Limited,  320,  Regent  Street,  W 

ROBERT  NEWMAN,  Manager. 


Cast  yourEyeon  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
torward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  tree, 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES, 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  zs.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 

or  12  doz.  for  6s. 
THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 

WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 
for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powers 

— having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle, 
and  Fly  Dressmg  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 

[WHITE  BROTHERS 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

OMABH,  IRELAND,  

BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 

President— S,n.  EDWARD  BIRKBBCK,  BiKT 
Reduced  Pares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Filed 
Prices.  Mbbtinqs  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  4,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don, at  8  p.m.  For  information,  apply  at  the 
Society  s  Offices  at  the  same  address. 

GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

President— m^J)  GEORGE  HAMILTON 
Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C.,  at  8  p  m  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  Waters 
at  Chesham,  and  extensive  Coarse  Fishing 
Waters  at  Kelvedon,  Essex.  There  is  a  valuable 
Reference  Library  at  the  disposal  of  members. 
—For  information,  apply  to  the  Sboretary. 
Subaoription  payable  from  January  1. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

This  Society  rents,  for  the  use  of  its  members, 
about  8  miles  of  water  from  Rickmansworth  to 
near  Denham.  Uxbridge  (including  the  Hare- 
fleld  Valley  Fishery).  Re-stocked  with  about 
7000  coarse  fish.  Country  headquarters.  Fish- 
eries Hotel,  Harefleld.  Nearest  stations  Denham 
and  Rickmansworth.  Meetings  each  Wednes- 
day at  8.30  p.m.  and  particulars  of  Secretary 
at  Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'  Road,  Westboume 
Park,  W.   

\CtTY  or  LONDON 

Piscatorial  Society. 

President  :—m:  F.  B.  MILDMAV,  M.P. 
Meeting  at  7.30  p.m.,  Tuesday  in  each  week,  at 
Mason's  Hall  Tavern,  Coleman  Street,  E  C 
FISHING  WATERS.  —  Colne,  Wraysbury 
(S.W.R.)  and  Blackwater,  &c.  ;  Bishop's  Wif-k- 
ham  and  Langford  (G.E.R.)  near  Maldon,  Essex. 
Membership  confers  all  customary  advantages 
of  a  high-class  Angling  Society,  including  access 
to  a  good  library.  Applications  to  Honorary 
Secretary,  as  above 


LONDON  BALLAD  CONCERTSi 

Forty-Second  Season. 

(Under  the  direction  of  Messrs.  Boosey  Jc  Co.)\ 

ROYAL  ALBERT  HALlJ 

Fifth  Concert  ot  tite  Season. 

Saturday  Morning,  Feb.  15,  1908, 

At  2.45.     Doors  open  at  1.45. 
Hrtiate? : 

Miss  LOUISE  DALE  and  Miss  EDITH  EVANS. 
Miss  MAUD  WRIGHT  and  Miss  DILYS  JONES. 
Mr.  WALTER  HYDE  and  Mr.  GERALD  ALLEN 
Mr.  HARRY  DEARTH  and 
Mr.  CAMPBELL  McINNES. 
Solo  Pianoforte:  Miss  IRENE  SCHARRER. 
Sole  Violin:  VECSEY. 
Accompanists:  Mr.  SAMUEL  LIDDLE  and  Mr. 

F.  A.  SEWELL. 
Tickets :  Amphitheatre  Stalls.  6«.   Family  Ticket  (to 
admit  Pour  to  Stalls),  218.     Arena  (Reserved)  Ha 
Unreserved  Seats,  Ss.,  28.  and  1«.  Boxes,  £3  3a.,  «2  as 
and  £1 13.  '  1 

Tickets  at  the  Royal  Albert  Hall  Ticket  Office  ;  Boosey 
«  Co, '8  London  Ballad  Coocert  Ottice,  S96,  Regent  St.,VV 
and  the  usual  Agents.   (Telephone  1608  Oerrard). 


P 


ears 


CAR  ETAK  E  R. 

Advertiser  and  Wife 
SEEK  SITUATION. 

Age  32  years ;  both  strong  and  capable, 
Best  references. — "E.  L.,"  8,  Median 
Road,  Lowet  Clapton,  N.E, 


The  goodness  in  Pears' 
Soap  is  an  antidote  for  all 
bad  complexions. 

For  goodness  sake  use 
I  Pears^ 

Sold  in  every  land. 


t 


February  1,  1908 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
S.  S.,  YoRKSHiKE. — The  "pictures"  you  inquire 
ahox^t  may  possibly  be  obtained  from  Messrs.  Allcock 
and  Co.,  Redditch.  If  you  send  your  name  and 
address  we  may  consider  the  subjects  of  which 
you  %vrite. 


Xettets  to  the  £bitor. 

iWe  do  not  hold  ourselves  resjwnsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.^ 

TROUT-FISHING  AT  UGIE  (TRANSKEI). 
Dear  Sib, — As  any  good  news  anent  trout-fishing 
in  South  Africa  will  be  of  interest  to  your  readers, 
I  enclose  a  letter  written  to  the  Cape  Times  a  few 
days  ago  which  you  may  care  to  take  over  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  to  which  I  have  for  many  years 
been  a  subscriber.    In  addition  to  what  I  have 
written  in  the  letter  referred  to,  I  should  advise 
visitors  to  Ugie  to  go  there  early  in  the  season,  the 
beginning  of  October,  and  before  the  rainy  season 
has  fairly  set  in.    I  recommended  Mr.  Shorten,  the 
hotel  keeper  at  Ugie,  to  purchase  some  tents  for 
•  the  use  of  his  fishing  customers,  who  could  then 
camp  out  at  the  riverside,  take  advantage  of  the 
early  morning  and  late  evening,  and  avoid  the  cart 
drives  to  and  fro,  which,  even  to  those  accustomed 
to  so-called  South  African  roads,  are,  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood especially,  appalling.  Supplies  could  easily 
be  sent  from  the  hotel.    Since  I  last  wrote  to  you 
on  the  subject  of  trout-fishing  in  this  colony,  most 
encouraging  accounts  come  in  from  time  to  time  of 
good  fish  being  plentiful  in  different  parts.  Three 
and  four  pound  fish  have  been  caught  with  fly  this 
season  in  the  reservoir  on  Table  Mountain,  which 
bids  fair  to  be  a  second  Blagdon,  though  hardly 
so^  accessible.     The  rivers  in  Stellenbosch  and 
Worcester  districts  have  now  large  numbers  of 
very  heavy  fish  in^them,  over  71b.  in  weight,  and 
it    is  quite    time    a    natural  or   artificial  bait 
^should  be  permitted,  at  any  rate  during  part  of 
the  season,  as  fish  of  this  size  very  rarely  take  a  fly, 
and  they  do  incalculable  harm  in  the  destruction  of 
young  tish.     My  representations  to  Government 
officials  on  the  subject  have,  however,  been  entirely 
without  avail.    As  there  are  no  river  watchers  on 
any  of  the  streams  here,  the  Government  regulation 
about  artificial  fly  only  being  allowed  is  very 
generally  and  increasingly  disregarded  by  those  not 
troubled  with  conscientious  scruples,  and  when 
six  and  seven  pound  fish  are  reported,  those  in  the 
know  are  not  at  a  loss  as  to  what  the  lure  was.  I 
shall  be  pleased  to  give  any  further  information 
about  trout-fishing  in  these  parts  to  any  who  desire 
it. — Yours  truly,  C.  Neumann  Thomas. 

House  of  Assembly,  Cape  Town, 

Dec.  20,  1907. 
The  following  is  the  letter  referred  to  : — 

"  To  THE  Editor  of  the  '  Cape  Times.' 
'■  Sir, — The  undertaking  of  a  journey  of  some 
1600  miles  here  and  back  to  Cape  Town  for  the 
chance  of  a  few  days'  trout-fishing  points  to  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  enthusiasm  on  the  part  of  the 
fisherman.    The  glowing  reports  which  had  reached 
me  of  the  marvellous  growth  and  rapid  increase  of 
the  rainbows  placed  some  four  years  ago  in  the 
Wildebeeste  river  by  a  syndicate  [of  residents  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Ugie  determined  me  on  seeing 
for  myself  if  they  were  not  ordinary  fisherman's 
yarns,  with  an  admixture  of  South  African  colour- 
ing thrown  in,  that  I  had   been    hearing,  and 
so    having    persuaded     another     as     keen  as 
myself    to    accompany     me,     we  'braved  the 
tliree  days'  wearisome  railway  journey,  and  have 
sampled    the    fishing.    In    many    respects    it  is 
quite  what  it  is  represented  to  be.    For  the  benefit 
of  fellow  anglers,  I  proceed  to  tell  a  plain,  unvar- 
nished tale  of  our  fishing  experiences  so  far  on  this 
perfect  trout  stream.    For  some  thirty  or  forty 
miles  there  is  not  a  possible  shadow  of  doubt  but 
that  the  Wildebeeste  river  is  literally  teeming  with 
fish,  and  the  myriads  of  young  fry  that  are  seen  in 
the  gravelly  shallows  in  the  dry  season  prove  that 
the  trout  are  increasing,  and  thriving  astonish- 
ingly.   So  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  test  the  river 
for  fly,  it  is  necessary  to  drive  some  six  miles  up  to 
get  really  suitable  water  for  fly-fishing,  and  prin- 
cipally for  this  reason.    During  the  fishing  season 
this  district  is  almost  daily  visited  by  severe 
thunderstorms,    with    exceptionally  heavy  rain 
and  hail,  consequently  the  water  quickly  gets  too 
discoloured  for  fly.    In  the  reaches  near  Ugie  it 
takes  several  days  of  immunity  from  these  storms 
for  the  stream  to   clear,  whereas  in  the  upper 
stretches,  where  the  river  is  more  rapid,  it  is  soon 
in  order  again.    We  have  had  but  one  favourable 
day  in  four,  when  we  visited  Mr.  Botha's  farm,  and 
fished  some  two  or  three  miles  down  towards  Ugie, 
and  I  was  more  than  satisfied  with  my  day's  sport,' 
though  the  water  o^ring  to  recent  rain  was  quite 


milky  in  colour.    I  found  a  large  March  Brown,  sea- 
trout  size,  the  fly,  and  that  without  a  second  fly  on 
the  cast.     A  strong  cast  and  stout  running  line 
are  essentials,   as  the   rapids  and    the  fighting 
powers    of    the    rainbows    will    thoroughly  test 
the    quality    of    the    tackle.      My    own  catch 
was    seven    fish,  five  of    which  would  average 
from  a  pound  and  a  half  to  two  pounds,  and  the 
other  two  a  pound  each.    My  friend  caught  three 
equally  good  fish,  and  a  local  angler  who  was  with 
us  got  four.    All  were  taken  on  the  March  Brown. 
Most  of  the  fish  were  15in.  long  or  over,  and  in 
excellent  condition.    In  flavour  they  leave  nothing 
to  be  desired,  having  no  muddy  taste  such  as  the 
trout  of  the  Cape  Peninsula  rivers  have.    Large  fish 
of  from  three  to  five  or  six  pounds  are  caught 
almost  daily  near  the  village,  but  as  far  as  I 
can  gather  they  are  generally  taken  with  a  frog 
or  grasshopper.    This  is  quite  legitimate  here,  as 
the  river  has  been  stocked  by  private  individuals, 
who  themselves    use    these   baits.     Those  who 
care  to  fish  in  this  way  are  almost  certain  to  secure 
a  good  fish  or  two  at  each  outing.    Even  with  fly 
your  fish  will  very  rarely  be  under  the  standard  12in. 
The  river  throughout  its  whole  length  is  admirable 
for  casting,  and  no  wading  is  necessary.    I  think  a 
double-handed  trout  rod  the  most  suitable,  as  it 
enables  you  to  reach  every  nook  and  corner  of  the 
stream,  which  in  many  places  is  15  or  20  yards 
wide,  and  as  in  some  parts  the  banks  are  very 
high,  a  good  long  cast  can  be  made.  Other  flies  than 
the  March  Brown  that  are  known  to  be  successful 
are  Wickham's  Fancy,  Red  Spinner,  Zulu,  Silver 
Doctor,  and  Alder,    but  I  have  no  doubt  this 
list  might  be  largely  added  to.    The  Central  Hotel 
will  be  found  very  comfortable.    The  proprietor  is 
most  obliging,  and  cart  hire  is  very  reasonable. 
There  is  a  good  billiard  table  to  afford  amusement 
when  the  weather  conditions  preclude  fishing.  The 
scenery  along  the  river  above  the  village  is  beautiful, 
and  the  midday  lunch  and  pipe  by  the  riverside  are 
very  enjoyable  amid  such  pleasurable  surroundings. 
With  a  boat  on  some  of  the  long,  deep,  smooth 
stretches  some  grand  trolling  or  spinning  could  be 
done. — I  am,  etc.,         "C.  Neumann  Thomas." 


HOW  TO  NET  NETS. 
Dear  Sir, — The  instructions  and  illustrations 
given  by  Mr.  A.  Massey-Spencer  in  your  issue  of 
J  an.  25  are  excellent,  and,  in  my  opinion,  are  far 
superior  to  those  by  Mr.  Walter  H.  Meigh. 

1  have,  however,  always  made  landing-nets  by  a 
slightly  ditlerent  method,  and  with  diflerent 
naaterial,  but  when  finished  the  shape  of  the  net  is 
similar  to  that  shown  in  Fig.  2  which  Mr.  Spencer 
calls  the  "  ideal  net."  My  method  is  the  same  as 
that  recommended  by  the  well-known  firm,  Weldons, 
Limited,  of  Southampton-street,  Strand ;  and  the 
thread  I  use  is  supplied  by  Good  and  Son,  King 
William-street,  E.C.  Tliis  specially-made  thread 
can  be  had  in  various  sizes,  and  even  the  smallest 
(the  one  I  use  for  trout  nets)  is  wonderfully  strong. 
Their  No.  12  four-cord  is  stronger,  and  is  quite 
strong  enough  for  pike  and  salmon,  and  when 
dipped  in  boiled  oil  it  lasts  for  years.  I  enclose 
you  a  length  that  you  may  judge  of  it  for  yourself. 
Only  two  months  ago  I  made  a  large  net  for  pike 
with  Good's  thickest  thread,  and  this  thread  will 
tow  a  boat  up  stream. — Yours  truly, 

Geo.  M.  Kelson. 
[Much  obliged  to  Mr.  Kelson.    As  I  have  abready 
mentioned,  "  Weldon's  Practical  J^etting,"  No.  221, 
Vol.  19,  gives  illustrated  directions,  "How  to  Net 
Fishing  Nets,  Bags,  Hammocks,  Tennis,  Cricket, 
Fruit  and  Rabbit  Nets."    The  practical  hints  of 
our  Fishing  Gazette  correspondents  supplement  the 
Weldon  information  on  important  points.  The 
worst  of  ordinary  thread,  etc.,  dreised  in  boiled  oil 
is  that  it  contracts  and  shrinks  up  so,  and  the  net 
appears  to  be  a  quarter  its  real  siie,  and  you  have 
to  stretch  it  every  time  you  go  fishing.    I  think  the 
best  material  I  have  ever  used  is  that  which  Mi-. 
W.  J.  Cummins  makes  his  landing-nets  of — a  black, 
glossy  thread  which  does  not  shrink  and  get  stiff, 
but  hangs  down  in  a  natural  way,  and  yet  is  hard 
and  close  enough  not  to  catch  the  hooks  badly.  Is 
there  any  objection  to  make  a  net  of  ordinary  good 
plaited  dressed  silk  line  ? — I  mean  apart  from  the 
expense.     Does  netting  the  dressed  line  cause  the 
dressing  to  crack  at  the  knots  ? — in  that  case  it 
would  soon  rot.     What  is  wanted  is  a  material 
which  does  not  shrink,  rot,  or  catch  the  hook  points 
too  easily  and  firmly.    All  the  materials,  Macrame 
string,  etc.,  mentioned  in  Weldon's  "Netting"  are 
sold  by  Messrs.  Wakeford  Brothers,  102,  King's- 
road,  Sloane-square,  London,  S.W. — Ed.] 

INKY  BOY. 
Deab  Sib, — Wliy  all  this  fuss  about  this  fly  ? 

Farlow  or  Hardy  make  it  quite  reliably  to  order  

Kelson's  own  dressing  on  p.  214  of  "The  Salmon 
Fly  ' '  is  easy  to  grasp. 


Wyehs  Frerbs 
'  Kelson  "  Hook 
No.  7. 


Nothing  remains  but  to  know,  or  to  learn,  how  to 
use  it.  Horsehair  has  been  found  to  bo  an  improve- 
ment on  dyed  gut,  therefore  it  is  recommended. 
Your  correspondent,  Vicomte  do  Poncins,  in  sue- 
gesting  the  use  of  three-ply  hair  show.-?  that  lie  has 
never  grasped  the  main  point,  which  is  that  of  the 
delicate  ribbed  body  :  three  ply 
would  quite  defeat  that ! 

The  size  of  hook  best  suited 
for  it  should  be  as  here  shown. 
But  you  may  use  even  two  sizes 
larger  (in  such  case  T  adviso 
shortening  shank  a  little). 

The  hackle  may  be  blue,  red, 
or  yellow,  to  suit  the  river  fished. 
The  Inky  Boy  is  of  little  use  as  a  general  fly.  It 
has  its  own  time  and  place,  and  these  are  those 
which  are  found  in  connection  with  low,  clear  water 
and  8 jft,  deep  current.  Under  such  circumstances 
I  will  back  it  against  all  other  flies  ever  made  use 
of.  But  ordinary  tackle  w«  ni9<  do  for  Inkies.  The 
lightest  rod  and  easiest  of  reels  must  be  used  with 
at  least  fifteen  feet  of  light  sea-trout  gut  for  your 
cast,  and  you  must  keep  out  of  sight  as  much  as 
possible. 

Ideal  Conditions.  —  A  drought ;  river  be]f)w 
summer  level ;  a  pool  full  of  imprisoned  fish ;  an 
almost  imperceptible  current. — Yours  truly, 

M.  Beresford. 


WINGING  FLIE.S. 

Deah  Sir, — I  tie  my  own  flies,  especially  drv-flies, 
finding  that  it  adds  enormously  to  the  interest  and 
pleasure  of  fishing,  and  in  their  results  I  find  my 
flies  quite  efficacious,  and  I  think  I  may  say  that  in 
appearance  they  are  satisfactorily  neat. 

Nevertheless,  as  an  amateur  I  am  always  anxious 
to  learn,  and  consequently  I  wish  to  obtain  the 
views  of  your  readers  on  a  point  which  has  always 
puzzled  me  in  connection  with  winging.  The  wing 
of  a  dun  may  be  described  as  having  a  curved 
hmder  edge  and  a  fairly  straight  front  edge,  and 
in  most  professionally-tied  artificials,  and  in  the 
diagrams  m  books  like  Mr.  Halford's  "  Dry- Fly 
Entomology,"  the  wing  feathers  have  approximately 
the  same  appearance.  So  have  the  wings  of  my 
artificials,  but  I  can  only  obtain  this  result  by  doing 
exactly  the  reverse  of  what  all  the  authorities  seem 
to  tell  me  to  do. 

When  explicit  and  unambiguous,  which  is  by  no 
means  always  the  case,  the  directions,  as  I  under- 
stand them,  are  to  lay  the  feathers  over  the  hook 
with  the  edge  which  grew  nearest  to  the  root  of  the 
quill  upwards—for  example,  "With  the  natural 


C 


A. — Natural  Fly. 

B- — Normal  Artificial  {see  "  Halford,"  p.  256), 
C. — Fly  tied  according  to  written  directions. 

inclination  of  the  fibres  to  the  left  or  tail  end  of 
the  fly."— Mr.  Halford's  "Dry-Fly  Entomologj-." 
p.  247.  "\\Tien  the  wings  are  laid  on  the  hook, 
that  part  of  each  feather  which  has  grown  nearest 
the  root  of  the  quill  lies  uppermost." — Mr  Skues 
ibid.,  p.  260. 

Now  I  do  this  for  sedges  and  flat-winged  flies, 
but  if  I  do  it  with  upright-winged  duns  1  find  that 
I  get  a  full  even  curve  on  the  front  edse  of  the 
wing,  and  the  shallow  S  curve  which,  according  to 
diagrams,  professional  artificials,  and  nature,  should 
be  in  front  is  at  the  back. 

To  get  the  appearance  of  Mr.  Halford's  diagrams, 
I  lay  the  side  which  grew  next  the  root  of  the  quili 
nearest  to  the  hook.  What  I  want  to  know  is  this  : 
Is  there  any  practical  objection  to  this,  and  is  it 
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not  done  by  some,  if  not  the  majority,  of  experts, 
and  if  not  done  how  do  Mr.  Halford  and  other 
avithorities  get  the  wings  of  tli©  shape  required  ? 
I  append  a  diagram  in  ease  my  words  are  not 
sufl&cientlj'-  clear  to  explain  my  meaning. — Yours 
truly,  G.  G.  H. 


TROUT-FISHING  ON  THE  WINDRUSH,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  inform  me  : — 

(1)  What  fishery  board,  if  any,  has  control  of  the 
Windrush,  and  what  licence  is  required  for  trout- 
fishing  therein  ? 

(2)  If  any  fishing  association  issues  tickets  for 
trout-fishing  in  that  river  in  the  Bourton-on-the- 
Water  and  Burford  districts  ? 

(3)  If  there  is  any  recent  6oofc  in  which  trout-fishing 
in  the  Windrush  is  referred  to  other  than  "  The 
South  Country  Trout  Streams  "  ? 

(4)  Which  would  be  the  most  suita,ble  headquarters 
for  that  river — Bourton-on-the-Water.  or  Bmford  ? 
— Yours  truly,  N. 


GUIDE  TO  FISHING  PLACES. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  reader  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  inform  me  if  there  is  any  book  or 
guide  to  the  manj-  fishing  rivers  with  particulars 
of  the  fishing  in  same  (also  names  of  the  different 
railway  stations),  more  particularly  the  northern 
district  ?  If  you  will  be  good  enough  to  reply  to 
this  through  your  valuable  paper  I  shall  be  greatly 
obliged,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  many  more 
readers  will  be  pleased  to  have  the  information  also. 
— Yo<jrs  truly,  Thos.  Elliott. 

Newcastle. 

[Mr.  Elliott  will  find  very  useful  information  in 
♦'The  Angler's  Diary  and  Tourist  Fisherman's 
Gazetteer."  He  can  get  it  from  our  office,  price 
Is.  8d.,  post  free. — Ed.] 


"HANDBOOK  FOR  ANGLERS." 
Dbajb  Sir, — I  see  in  your  queries  as  to  the  authors 
of  books  on  angling  our  original  little  work,  "  Hand- 
book for  Anglers."  This  was  originally  published 
by  my  old  governor,  J.  Edmondson,  at  15,  Basnett- 
street,  Liverpool,  and  subsequently  published,  with 
some  additions,  by  myself  in  1886.  The  original 
publication  was  in  1 850  or  thereabouts.  I  know  it 
was  previous  to  mj'  entering  the  employ  as  appren- 
tice, which  occiu-red  in  1857.  With  all  good  wishes 
for  the  New  Year,  I  remain,  yours  truly, 

Henry  Whitty, 


LAKE  OR  POND  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — A  friend  of  mine  is  anxious  to  secure 
a  lake  or  pond  for  good  coarse  fishing  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Nottingham.  He  would  rent  one  for 
himself,  which  he  would  prefer,  but,  failing  this, 
would  like  to  join  anyone  who  has  a  lake  or  pond. 
Among  the  many  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
perhaps  there  may  be  some  who  know  such  as  my 
friend  requires,  and  would  kindly  answer. — Yours 
truly;  J.  Maynard. 


ROTHER  BOARD  OF  CONSERVANCY. 

Dear  Sir, — If  your  correspondent,  Mr.  Wright, 
will  place  before  our  Board  definite  information 
which  will  enable  the  Conservators  to  initiate  legal 
proceedings,  I  can  assure  him  that  no  trouble  will 
be  spared  in  bringing  offenders  to  justice;  but  if 
his  random  statements  and  grotesque  exaggerations 
are  merely  intended  to  cloak  an  attack  upon  the 
secretary  of  the  fishery  association,  he  may  as  well 
understand  that  they  fail  in  that  object.  Mr.  Thos. 
Daws  has  done  excellent  work  for  the  Conservators 
and  the  fishery  association,  and  has  gained  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  us  all. 

Such  letters  as  those  of  your  correspondent  will 
not  shake  his  position  in  our  estimation. — Yours 
faithfully.  C.  H.  Stenning, 

Chairman  Rother  Board  of  Conservancy. 

NETTING  THE  ROTHER. 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  1 1  a 
letter  appeared  entitled  "  Fishing  on  the  Rother — a 
Protest,"  signed  T.  Wright.  An  editorial  note 
said  :  "  Perhaps  Mr.  Daws  will  kindly  answer  this." 
On  Jan.  18  Mr.  Daws  replied,  and  I  now  ask  you  to 
kindly  allow  me  space  to  answer  him. 

Mr.  Daws  first  denies  my  statement  re  netting  in 
toto,  in  the  next  paragraph  he  admits  it  by  saying 
he  did  foUow  up  my  report  and  got  a.  conviction, 
etc.,  yet  he  denies  netting  in  into.  "  I  fish  the  Bother 
more  than  all  the  other  members  put  together,"  etc., 
then  surely  I  have  a  right  to  growl  more  than  all 
the  others  put  together  (and  I  intend  to  do  so 
about  netting).  I  again  say  that  before  Mr.  Daws 
allows  anyone  to  "  pull  his  leg ' '  he  should  first  find 
out  the  truth.  The  .501b.- of  bream  is  truth  many 
time's  o'vier,  so  are  the  carp ;  but  I.  did  not  incfode 


them  in  the^  throe  mi  heading  statements.  I  now 
apologise  for  calling  Mr.  Daws  by  his  wrong  title. 
Now,  Mr.  Daws,  this  is  not  a  fisherman's  yarn, 
but  tlie  truth  !  and  it  would  have  been  best  if  you 
had  not  introduced  the  subject,  as  what  you  sav 
about  subscriptions  is  not  correct.  I  have  belonged 
to  the  Hastings  Angling  Association  (I  believe) 
seven  years  and  the  Bexhill  Club  since  its  start, 
and  I  never  once  wetted  a  line  until  my  suhscrio- 
tion^  were  first  paid.  Re  my  mates'— although  I  do 
not  consider  I  have  any  more  to  do  with  them  than 
a  father  ha=!  with  his  sons'  debts — they  are  also  all 
paid.  Whether  th^>  Hastings  Association  and  the 
Bexhill  Club  have  paid  their  subscriptions  to  the 
Rother  Association  I  know  not,  or  care,  that  is  his 
business,  not  mine. 

He  the  guinea  he  speaks  of  for  helping  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  prosecuting  netters,  it  is  here 
waiting  for  him.  When  he  furnishes  me  with  the 
list  I  proposed  to  get  up  to  pay  for  the  prosecution 
of  the  netters — and  I  told  him  he  might  put  me 
down  for  one  guinea — I  will  hand  it  ovfer  to  him, 
but  I  was  unaware  that  such  a  Hst  existed.  I 
should  like  to  know  where  it  is  to  be  seen  and  hOw 
much  he  has  got,  with  dates  of  subscriptions,  etc. 
If  not,  I  will  send  the  cheque  to  the  bailiff  who 
caught  the  netters.  If  it  were  a  matter  of  getting 
better  fishing,  and  it  was  conveniently  handy,  I 
should  have  it.  He  thinks  I  pay  lOs.  Gd.  for"  the 
right  to  fish  the  Rother.  I  do  not  pav  one  penny 
for  permission  to  fish  the  Rother ;  there  are  miles 
and  miles  anyone  can  fish  on  that  river  without 
paying  a  penny  or  belonging  to  any  club.  What 
I  do  is  to  pay  ISs.  6d.  yearly  to  belong  to  two 
angling  associations  ;  and  if  I,  as  he  says,  do  catch 
a  few  fish,  is  that  any  reason  why  I  should  not  try 
to  stop  netting,  etc.  ?  They  both  seem  to  think 
I  don't  get  value  for  my  1,5s.  6d.  ;  nothing  of  the 
kind,  I  do,  and  very  good  value  ;  but  please  let  him 
stick  to  the  netting  trouble. 

The  angler  who  is  on  the  bank  at  break  of  day 
waiting  to  see  to  tliread  his  line  sees  things  as  they 
really  are,  not  the  unpaid  bailiff  who  drops  down 
about  ten  o'clock  on  a  summer's  morning  just  to 
have  a  look  round.  What  does  he  see  or  do  ? 
Nothing,  except  perhaps  collect  a  shilling,  absolutely 
nothing.  My  days  on  the  Rother  are  good  and 
enjoyable  (fish  or  no  fish,  and  I  have  plenty  of 
blank  days).  I  go  for  health.  They  are  quiet, 
often  not  speaking  to  a  soul  all  day :  the  country 
is  lovely,  some  nice  views,  plenty  of  fish  (except 
when  the  netters  are  about),  but  not  all  sizeable, 
and  a  really  good  bottom  all  the  year  round,  and 
is  as  grand  a  place  to  spend  a  holiday  of  any  length 
as  you  could  find  within  one  himdred  miles.  But 
with  all  that  for  15s.  Cd.,  is  that  any  reason  why  I 
should  not  make  a  fuss  and  stir  things  up  a  bit 
(even  if  I  do  get  disliked  by  a  few)  to  try  to  stop 
netting  ?  I  always  tliought"that  the  more'publicity 
given  to  crime  the  greater  the  chance  of  detecting 
the  criminal,  but  Mr.  Daws  evidently  thinks  not — 
lay  low  and  say  nothing  being  his  opinion  of 
stopping  netting. 

Now,  Sir,  what  do  you  think  of  this  ?  Two 
working  men,  both  members  of  a  London  angling 
club,  came  down  to  Hawkhurst  by  fishing  ticket, 
walked  five  miles  to  the  Rother  on  a  Saturday 
afternoon,  took  their  ticket,  I  believe,  from  the 
landlord  of  the  inn  they  stayed  at,  and  at  night 
(Saturday)  they  were  in  the  bar  of  the  public-house 
and  heard  a  number  of  men  arranging  to  go  netting 
after  turning  out  time.  They  went,  and  used  the 
landlord's  boat.  I  do  not  know  who  the  net  belonged 
to,  but  I  saw  it  drying  on  the  Sunday  afternoon  on  a 
fence,  and  can  form  a  good  idea.  When  netting  they 
netted  over  the  ground  these  two  men  were  fishing, 
and  who  had  paid  for  bed,  etc.,  at  the  house  where 
the  netters  went  from.  I  saw  them  return,  and 
bring  their  fish,  nets,  and  gear  to  the  rear  of  the  inn 
premises,  leave  them  and  go  home.  How  is  that 
for  encouraging  London  visitors  and  anglers  to 
come  to  the  Rother  ?  I  may  be  a  grumbler — I  am, 
and  know  I  am — and  I  think  I  have  good  and  just 
cause  to  grumble.  For  instance,  two  friends  (an 
independent  gentleman  and  a  Government  official) 
and  myself  were  fishing  last  Sunday  (Jan.  19)  down 
the  Rother  at  Wittersham-road,  and  the  netters 
were  busy  both  sides  of  me,  and  passed  me,  and 
were  netting  within  sight  of  me  for  hours.  I  spoke 
to  them — we  all  did.  A  man  came  up  to  me  and 
asked,  "  What  luck  ?  "  He  showed  me  four  jack, 
one  perch,  and  about  twenty-five  bank  runners  and 
nets — no  secrecy  about  it  at  all — and  I  am  a 
grumbler  !  He  says  they  do  a  lot  with  the  slender 
means  at  their  disposal,  etc.  What  about  the 
Cuckmere  ?  Just  trv  and  net  that  river,  even 
in  the  tidal  water,  or  the  Ouso  at  Barcombe 
Mills,  and  any  of  tlie  nine  miles  of  water  they 
have,  or  even  drop  a  line  in  it,  and  you  will 
find  that  baiUff  on  your  track,  early  or  late.  How 
he  does  it  I  do  not  know,  but  he  is  there  quick,  and 
he  13  by  no  means  a  fairy.  Why  cannot  the  Rother 
he  protected  the  same  way  J.  You  can  fish  the 


Thames  free,  but  try  and  net  it!  Mr.  B..  please 
note  I  never  despised  the  Rother— I  simply  glory 
in  It.  It  is  the  netters  I  loathe  and  despise  If 
Messrs.  D.  and  B.  reply,  will  they  kindly  keep  to  the 
grievance— netting,  and  how  to  put  it  down  '  In 
conclusion,  allow  me.  Sir,  to  state  that  the  Rothor 
IS  as  much  or  more  netted,  poached,  and  night-lined 
than  any  other  river  in  England. — Yours  truly 
1 9.  Devonshire-road,  Thomas  Wright 

Bexhill-on-Sea. 

P.  S.— Perhaps  Mr.  B.  will  be  a  little  sm-prised 
if  1  tell  him  that  the  Pevensey  Haven  was  thoroughl  v 
netted  last  (Jood  Friday  night.  I  should  have 
reported  it  sooner,  but  I  only  got  evidence  and 
proof  (beyond  my  own  word)  a  week  or  two  ago 


LANTERN  LECTURE  ON  TROUT- FISHING 
WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  glad  if  you  or  any  of 
your  very  numerous  readers  could  give  me  any 
information  as  to  where  I  could  obtain  a  paper  or 
lecture  on  the  subject  of  trout-fishing  and  the 
culture  of  trout,  with  lantern  slides  illustrating  the 
same,  on  loan  or  for  sale. 

I  am  trying  to  organise  a  fishing  club  here,  and 
I  think  It  would  be  a  very  good  inducement  to 
obtain  members  if  such  means  were  taken.  We 
have  plenty  of  waters  in  this  district  abounding  in 
trout  and  coarse  fish,  and  I  should  like  to  form  a 
good  association. — Yours  truly,  Thym. 

Brierfield,  Lanes. 

FISHING  AT  DORCHESTER-ON-THAMES. 

Dear  Sir,— I  thought  these  few  items  from  this 
quiet  little  fishing  village  would  bo  of  interest  to 
your  readers.  Pike  and  roach  this  last  week  have 
been  feeding  well.  Messrs.  Belcher  and  Williams 
landed  on  Saturday  two  pike  weighing  15}lb.,  and 
another  angler  thi-ee  tench  weighing  911).  Is  it 
unusual  for  the  latter  fish  to  be  caught  in  winter,  as 
most  fishermen  tell  me  they  are  summer  fish  ? 
They  are  often  caught  here  in  winter.  Also  Mr! 
Young  and  myself  caught  four  dozen  nice  roach 
and  landed  three  pike  on  gut  hook  (best  fish,  31b.).' 
The  water  here  now  is  in  grand  condition ;  several 
large  pike  have  been  hooked,  but  all  broke  up 
hooks  or  lines.— Yoiu-8  truly,     F.  W.  Gardner 

Jan.  27. 

[Tench  are  taken  in  greater  numbers  in  the 
summer,  but  it  is  not  unusual  for  them  to  be  caught 
in  the  winter.] 


FISHING  GROUNDS  ON  THE  WEST 
COAST  OF  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent 
"  Pagan,"  I  do  not  think  he  will  find  there  is  any 
book  dealing  with  the  fishing  such  as  he  wishes.  I 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  sending  trawls  to  certain 
ports  there,  and  also  other  gear,  and  I  could  give 
him  any  information  about  the  various  harbours. 
I  may  say  that  the  coast  all  round  abounds  with 
fish,  but  the  natives  are  too  lazy  to  catch  them.  It 
does  not  matter  about  the  boat  being  registered  for 
fishing;  anybody  can  fish,  there  is  no  licence  or 
registration  required.  I  find  the  trawl  mostly  used 
especially  by  the  yachtsman  and  amateur,  is  the 
"otter,"  which  is  much  more  easily  used  and 
catches  more  fish  than  the  old-fashioned  beam  trawl 

-Yours  truly,  William  Heabder. 

Plymouth. 

GLUE  OR  CEMENT  FOR  SPLIT-CANE  RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  inquiry,  the  best 
glue  to  be  got  is  the  Russian.  It  is  made  in  very 
thin  sheets,  and  almost  transparent,  but  very  tough 
I  found  that  if  it  is  wanted  to  resist  moisture  a 
little  sulphate  of  alumina  mixed  with  the  water 
that  the  glue  is  thinned  with  is  advisable,  but  no 
one  should  possess  a  split-cane  unless  he  is  capable 
of  taking  care  of  it  and  wiping  it  dry  after  usin^ 
and  keepmg  it  m  a  dry  place  hung  up  like  a  billiard 
cue  in  its  case.  I  remember  once  seeing  a  nice 
trout  rod  that  a  customer  had  paid  nine  guineas 
for  standing  up  outside  the  door  of  an  inn  whilst 
the  rain  was  coming  down  in  sheets.  I  was  told  on 
drawing  attention  to  it.  that  Mr.  So  and  So  always 
kept  It  there  so  as  to  be  ready  when  wanted.  No 

cane  or  any  other  rod  could  stand  such  usage  

Yours  truly,  William  Hearder". 

Plymouth. 

STOCKPORT  COUNTY  ANGLERS. 

Bear  Sir, —The  secretary  of  the  Stockport 
County  Anglers  is  Mr.  J.  Abbott,  7,  Carmichael- 
street,  Stockport.— Yours  trulj',  j.  Kell 

(Several  letters  arrived  too  late  for  insertion.) 
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The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  evei-y  Saturday  aud  can  be 
obtained  at  the  Railway  Bookstalls  of  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith 
and  Son  and  Messrs.  Wynian  and  Sons,  and  of  the  principal 
Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and  the 
Provinces. 

In  Scotland  the  FrsHiNO  Gazette  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs. 
Menzies  ami  Mr.  R.  Graham's  principal  Bookstalls  and  of 
the  chief  Newsagents.  Where  not  regularly  on  sale,  the 
paper  can  always  be  had  to  order. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  ISooks  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  R,  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  FISHING  GAZETTE, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  recjuested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  aud  give  their  real  names  and  ad<lresses,  not  nei:es- 
sarily  as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of 
good  faith.  Unless  this  nile  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will 
he  taken  of  such  communications. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not  later  than  Wed- 
nesday evening's  post.  Advertisements  must  arrive  not 
later  than  two  o'clock  on  Wednesdays,  addressed,  "Ad- 
vertisement Manager." 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  l)y  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps 
to  The  Fishing  Gazette,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House, 
Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments  should 
he  made. 

For  one  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland  10s.  6(7. 

Si,ic  months  ditto        ditto    5».  id. 

Tliree  months        ditto        ditto    2s.  8(?. 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage   12s.  Gd. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page  £7   7  0 

Half  Page    3  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2   2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 

Small  advertisements  5.<.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address—"  FISHING 
GAZETT'BJ,  London." 

Telephone,  No.  5242  Holborn. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Range  of  the  Striped  Bass. 

In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Saturday,  Dec.  24, 
1904,  I  had  this  note  :— 

"  Striped  Bass  for  English  Water. 
"  The  Hon.  Daniel  B.  Fearing,  writing  to  me  on 
Dec.  1, 


"  '  My  dear  Sir,— In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Jan.  2,  1904,  you  say,  "  and  should  especially  like 
to  have  Dr.  Patterson's  opinion  as  to  whether  the 
striped  bass  would  not  be  a  fine  fish  to  attempt  to 
acclimatise." 

" '  I  came  across  the  enclosed,  which  you  will 
see  bears  on  the  subject.  Someone  at  one  time 
said  in  an  article  in  Blac'kwoocV s  Magazine  that 
"  Scotland  would  be  the  finest  angling  country  in 
the  world  if  they  only  had  striped  bass."  I  have 
had  it  searched  for,  but  thus  far  in  vain.' 

"  The  opinion  Mr.  Fearing  refers  to  is  one 
expressed  by  Parker  Gilmore,  so  well  known  as 
'  Ubique,'  in  Gun,  Rod  and  Saddle,  published  in 
1869,  as  follows  : — 

"  '  I  believe  that  this  fish  could  be  most  easily 
introduced  to  our  -waters,  and  that  he  is  well 
deserving  otthe  effort,  for  he  is  very  hardy,  and  I 
do  not  think  so  likely  to  be  affected  by  the  pollu- 
tion that  so  many  of  our  streams  suffer  from ;  they 
also  appear  to  be  immensely  prolific,  for  traffic, 
netting,  drainage,  etc.,  may  have  reduced  their 
numbers,  still  they  are  to  be  found  in  great  abund- 
ance even  in  such  crowded  water  thoroughfares 
as  the  Bay  of  New  York,  Hudson  and  East  rivers 
(alas,  no  more  !),  that  any  person  duly  initiated  in 
the  necessary  mysteries  can,  at  the  proper  seasons, 
confidently  expect  a  heavy  basket  as  a  reward  for 
his  trouble,  and  that  within  sight  of  the  numerous 
-spires,  storehouses,  and  business  haunts  of  their 
handsome  metropolis. 

"  '  Great  and  unprecedented  trouble  has  been 


lately  taken  successfully  to  introduce  salmon  and 
trout  to  the  southern  hemisphere  ;  with  how  much 
less  difficulty  would  this  fish  be  transported  here  : 
no  tropics  to  cross,  only  one-fourth  or  fifth  the 
distance  to  traverse,  and  steamships  to  be  found 
sailing  almost  every  day  of  the  week.  Certainly 
this  matter  is  worthy  of  consideration,  for  not  only 
would  thousands  find  amusement  and  health  in 
their  capture,  but  a  wholesome  and  excellent  article 
of  food  be  provided  for  our  immense  population.'  " 

Does  not  this  go  to  prove  that  formerly,  and 
before  the  fish  was  practically  destroyed  by  over- 
fishing, the  striped  bass  was  plentiful  in  the  waters 
near  New  York  ?  Messrs.  Jordan  and  Evermann, 
the  chief  American  authorities  on  ichthyology, 
state,  respecting  the  range  of  the  striped  bass,  that 
it  "  occurs  on  our  Atlantic  coast  north  to  the 
St.  Lawrence  river,  and  south  to  the  Escambia 
river  in  Western  Florida.  In  the  St.  Lawrence  it 
reaches  Quebec  at  least."  From  this  it  appears 
the  striped  bass  has  a  range  of  over  fifteen  hundred 
miles.  Does  not  this  information  remove  any 
doubts  as  to  the  temperature  of  our  south  coast 
waters  being  unsuitable  ?  The  fish  is  so  similar  in 
almost  all  respects  to  our  sea-bass  that  personally 
I  have  had  very  little  doubt  on  the  point. 

Continued  Success  of  the  New  Zealand  Trout. 

"  Dear  Sir, — In  your  '  Occasional  Notes  '  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  4,  referring  to  the  death 
of  Mr.  A.  G.  Begg,  of  the  Otago  Acclimatisation 
Society,  New  Zealand,  you  mentioned  about  the 
New  Zealand  trout  doing  well  at  Blagdon.  I 
thought  you  would  be  interested  and  pleased  to 
hear  about  them.  They  will  average  about  21b., 
and  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  tell  you  I  have 
spawned  them  and  obtained  about  8000  nice  eggs. 
They  are  not  so  large  as  Blagdon  trout  eggs,  but 
large  considering  the  age  of  the  fish,  and  the  eggs 
are  of  a  fine  rich  colour.  They  have  not  been 
hand-fed  all  the  summer.  Should  any  of  your 
friends  wish  to  have  some  of  the  ova,  I  will  be 
glad  to  dispose  of  a  limited  number. 

"  We  have  had  a  good  spawning  season  up  till 
-January,  when  the  frost  and  dry  weather  put  a 
stop  to  operations  on  a  large  scale.  The  brown 
trout  were  on  the  whole  a  better  average  than 
last  year.  I  have  spawned  some  fine  rainbows  of 
51b.  average,  the  largest  about  71b.  Largest  brown 
trout  about  same  weight. — Respectfully  yours, 

"  Donald  Care." 


Will  Halibut  take  a  Spinning-  Bait  ?— Salmon  and 
the  Eden. 

Mr.  Robert  Baxter,  of  Carlisle,  writes  on 
Feb.  1  :— 

"  Re  your  leaderette,  '  Will  halibut  take  a  spin- 
ning bait  ■?  '  in  this  week's  issue,  may  I  say  I  have 
twice  known  flounders  to  take  a  spinning  bait, 
which  may  in  some  measure  proye  flatfish  will 
take  such  a  bait,  on  occasion. 

"  I  venture  to  predict  a  very  good  season  on  the 
Eden  for  rod  fishers  about  Wetheral,  Warwick,  and 
Armath-waite  this  spring  for  salmon,  on  Feb.  16. 
No  doubt  at  Warwick  and  elsewhere  in  the  higher 
parts  of  the  river  the  nets  will  get  splendid  hauls, 
as  I  know  the  pools  are  packed  with  spring  fish, 
the  constant  freshes  having  cleared  out  almost  all 
the  back-end  spawned-out  fish.  I  hope  you  may 
have  a  day  or  two,  say,  at  Armathwaite  or  Wetheral 
for  a  spring  fish,  as  I  am  sure  you  would  be 
successful." 

I  hope  Mr.  Baxter's  prophecy  will  come  out  all 
right,  and  that  the  Eden  may  regain  some  of  its 
old  attractions  as  a  salmon  river. 


A  Bit  of  Information  for  Mr.  Fearing,  and  Some 
Interesting  Notes  on  Success  with 
Unbleached  Gut. 

Mr.  Percy  Wadham,  of  Newport,  Isle  of  Wight, 
kindly  sends  me  the  following  information  : — 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston,— With  regard  to  the  Hon. 
Daniel  B.  Fearing's  inquiry  about  the  angling 
books  in  the  Fishing  Gazefte  of  Jan.  25,  I  can 
give  a  little  information  on  '  Stray  Notes  on  Fish- 
ing and  Natural  History,'  by  Simeon  (Cornwall), 
Macmillan,  Cambridge,  1860.  The  author  was 
Cornwall  Simeon,  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  barrister,  born 
1820,  died  March  1880,  married  daughter  of  Thos. 
Brown  Evans  ;  the  above  Simeon  was  the  son  of 
Sir  John  Simeon,  M.P.  (died  1870),  of  Swainston, 
Isle  of  Wight,  who  -was  the  late  Lord  Tennyson's 
great  friend.    A  good  many  of  the  natural  history 


notes  in  the  above  book  are  on  Isle  of  Wight 
nature. 

"By  the  way,  I  never  saw  any  of  the  fishing 
tackle  firms  advertising  unbleached  gut  last  season, 
and  with  my  experience  I  found  it  vastly  superior 
to  any  ordinary  stained  gut.  I  am  afraid  I  am 
one  of  those  fishermen  who  believe  that  nine  times 
out  of  ten  a  rising  trout  sees  the  gut  against  the 
sky,  and  if  this  is  so,  the  gut  cannot  be  too  trans- 
parent, and  the  slightest  staining  makes  it  the 
more  conspicuous ;  it  is  true  staining  would  take 
off  the  glitter  a  bit,  but  do  you  think  the  unstained 
gut  glitters  at  all  on  the  underside,  which,  after  all, 
is,  I  presume,  the  only  side  of  the  gut  the  fish  see 
when  the  gut  is  floating  (or  even  if  the  gut  was 
submerged  the  trout  would  be  underneath  it)  ? 
When  the  late  Mr.  Wentworth  Falconer  was  alive 
we  tried  a  number  of  experiments  with  unbleached 
gut,  and  this  one  will  illustrate  one  of  many  as  to 
the  success  of  the  stuff.  We  were  fishing  with 
drawn  stained  gut,  and  a  trout  came  up  and 
examined  the  fly  every  time  it  was  cast  over  it — 
I  should  think  a  dozen  times  in  all — and  with 
that  we  fastened  on  a  point  of  unbleached  gut 
(certainly  twice  as  stout  as  that  we  had  been 
using)  and  the  same  fly,  and  the  first  cast  over  the 
trout  he  came  up  and  took  it  without  any  hesita- 
tion ;  needless  to  say,  I  was  so  surprised  it  was  a 
case  of  either  pulling  the  trout's  head  off  or  leaving 
the  fly,  and  although  the  unbleached  gut  is  as 
strong  as  a  cart-rope,  the  trout's  head  did  not 
come  off.  I  ordered  two  lots  of  unbleached  gut 
from  two  firms  last  year,  some  months  ahead,  and 
when  it  came  in  if  it  wasn't  bleached  it  was 
certainly  very  much  polished,  although  the  firms 
argued  to  the  contraiy ;  there  is  nothing  like  having 
it  with  the  yellow  film  encasing  it  as  Messrs. 
Hardy  Bros,  used  to  send  it  out.  Do  you  know 
where  unbleached  undyed  drawn  gut  can  be  got "? 
I  have  tried  a  number  of  firms  without  any  result ; 
perhaps  you  will  remember  you  sent  me  a  few 
strands  of  beautiful  stuff  about  eighteen  months 
ago." 

It  must  be  twenty  years  or  so  since  Mr.  Samuel 
AUcock,  of  Redditch,  sent  me  some  specimens  of 
gut  in  different  stages  of  manufacture.  Among 
the  specimens  were  strands  which  had  a  yellow 
horny  sort  of  brittle  skin,  and  when  this  was 
removed,  by  merely  peeling  it  off  between  the 
thumb  and  finger  nails,  it  left  a  strand  of  perfectly 
transparent  clear  gut  like  gl  ass.  I  said  "  this  is 
tvhat  me  want,'''  but  I  was  told  that  the  fishing 
tackle  makers  would  not  buy  gut  like  that — they 
must  have  it  bleached — and  I  really  do  not  know 
where  this  unbleached,  glass-like  gut  is  to  be 
obtained. 


A  New  Theory  with  respect  to  the  Age  of  Pike. 

An  old  correspondent  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
writes  :— 

"  I  am  asking  you  to  solve  a  problem  for  me. 
I  have  had  a  '  theory  '  advanced  about  the  age  of  a 
pike  that  I  have  never  seen  or  heard  of  before. 
The  theory  advanced  was  that  a  pike,  about  301b. 
say,  would  be  thnty  years  old  because  it  had  thirty 
white  spots  roimd  the  gills— one  spot  for  each 
year." 

I  never  heard  of  this  method  of  telling  the  age 
of  a  pike  before.  It  would  be  extremely  conve- 
nient— in  fact,  it  knocks  spots  off  any  other 
criterion  by  which  one  may  judge  the  age  of  a 
pike,  if  correct;  but  so  much  depends  on  the 
"  little  virtuous  peace-making  "  conjunction. 

"The  Border  Angler." 

"Dear  Mr.  Marston, — One  of  the  books  of 
which  Mr.  Fearing  asks  for  information  is  the 
following  : — '  The  Border  Angler.'  London  and 
Edinburgh,  1858. 

"  This  was  written  by  A.  Bertram,  at  one  time 
editor  of  the  Carlisle  Journal.  He  came  from 
Edinburgh,  and  was  a  contemporary  and  fishing 
chum  of  A.  Russel  (of  the  Scotsman)  and  W.  C. 
Stewart  (author  of  the  'Practical  Angler').  See 
Fishing  Gazette  for  April  5,  1890,  for  portraits  of 
the  trio  and  particulars  written  by,  yours  faithfully, 

"  Helvkllvn." 

Who  was  the  Author  ? 

Can  any  reader  give  me  the  name  of  the  author 
of  "  Birkhill :  A  Reminiscence,"  by  "  A  Liverpool 
Merchant,"'  with  illustrations  by  Isaac  Cooke, 
11. B. A.,  published  by  James  Lewis,  of  Selkirk? 
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Mr.  Robert  Ramsbottom's  Twenty-sixth  Annual 
Report  of  the  Gut  Crop. 

Mr.  Eobert  Kamsbottom,  of  81,  Market-street, 
Manchester,  says : — 

"  My  report  of  the  gut  crop  for  1907-8  differs 
but  slightly  from  that  of  last  season.  Taking  into 
account  all  classes  and  grades  of  gut,  the  vield  is 
somewhat  in  excess  of  last  year,  but,  unfortmiately, 
the  very  thick  gut,  so  much  prized  by  sahnon 
anglers,  is  exceedingly  scarce,  in  fact,  what  was 
known  as  the  second  thickness,  or  '  one-fire,'  a  few 
years  ago,  is  now  the  thickest  obtainable.  It  is, 
however,  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state  that  what 
there  is  of  the  stoutest  is  rather  above  the  average 
quality  and  strength.  In  the  finer  grades— namely, 
'  Kefina  '  and  '  Eefinucha  '—the  quality  is  all  that 
can  be  desired,  and  is  much  better  than  last  year, 
when  a  great  quantity  of  inferior  gut  fomid  its 
w^  into  the  market.  The  medium  thicknesses 
('  Eegular  '  and  '  Padron  ')  are  a  full  crop,  and  will 
meet  all  demands,  both  as  regards  quantity  and 
quality.  The  scarcity  of  sahnon  gut  is  very 
serious,  'and  I  cannot  sufficiently  emphasise  the 
fact  that  whether  gut  is  required  for  immediate 
use  or  for  autumn  fishing  it  ought  to  be  ordered 
without  delay.  With  regard  to  drawn  and  picked 
guts,  the  superior  skill  now  employed  in  the 
processes  of  drawing,  picking,  and  sizing  have 
gi-eatly  improved  the  quality  of  these  U  o  classes, 
so  much  so  that  a  very  perfect  gut  maybe  expected 
and  can  be  supplied.  In  re\-ising  my  price  list  it 
has  been  necessary  to  slightly  adv  ance  a  few  items, 
but  on  the  whole  prices  will  remain  ^  erv  much  as 
last  season." 


"As  Unfair  as  Loaded  Dice." 

In  the  Times  of  .Jan.  28  there  was  a  long  and 
interesting  article  on  "  Salmon  and  Salmon  Fish- 
ing," in  which  I  was  delighted  to  see  the  following 
outspoken  remarks  on  the  "leaded  fly"  and  its 
use.  I  do  hope  that  all  anglers  will  set  their  faces 
against  the  use  of  these  unsportsmanlike  devices ; 
if  their  use  should  become  recognised  and  general, 
then  all  the  real  sporting  interest  will  be  de- 
stroyed : — 

"  A  controversy  has  arisen  lately  out  of  a  prosecu- 
tion before  the  Sheriff  of  Berwickshire  as  to  the 
legal  definition  of  a  salmon  fly.  A  man  was 
accused  of  using  an  illegal  engine  in  the  shape  of 
a  large  double  hook,  heavily  weighted,  but  with 
some  silk  and  feathers  tied  upon  it,  which,  it  was 
urged  for  the  defence,  constituted  it  a  fly.  The 
case  for  the  prosecution  was  that  it  was'  no  fly, 
but  a  pair  of  leaded  hooks  sunk  in  the  water  and 
intended  for  '  snatching  '  or  foul-hooking  salmon. 
The  accused  was  acquitted,  because  the  judge 
declined  to  take  upon  himself  to  declare  when  a 
salmon  fly  is  not  a  salmon  fly.  The  decision,  pre- 
sumably, was  inevitable ;  but  it  is  not  the  less  to 
be  regretted,  seeing  how  very  prevalent  is  the 
nefarious  and  illegal  practice  of  snatching  on  the 
Tweed.  Fly-fibbing,  in  the  sportsman's  code, 
means  tempting  the  fish  to  the  surface,  or  very 
near  it,  to  take  the  lure  ;  whereas  a  heavily-leaded 
hook  will  not  remain  near  the  surface,  but  is 
intended  to  sink  to  a  depth  where  it  may  come  in 
contact  with  a  fish  which  has  not  the  slightest 
intention  of  taking  it.  A  leaded  fly  seems  as 
unfair  a  device  as  loaded  dice." 


A  Notice  Trout  Fly  Fishers  should  make  a  Note 
of  re  the  River  Eden  at  Lazonby. 

Mr.  Eobert  Baxter,  of  73,  Eichardson-street, 
Carlisle,  writes  to  me  on  Feb.  1  as  follows  :  

"The  committee  of  the  Carlisle  Angling  Associa- 
tion will  be  glad  if  you  can  draw  attention  through 
your  valuable  columns  to  the  fact  that  their  stretch 
of  water  at  Lazonby,  Cumberland,  can  be  fished  by 

strangers,  and  others,  on  the  following  terms :  

Strangers'  tickets,  7s.  6d.  weekly,  2s.  6d.  a  day ; 
members'  tickets,  or  persons  residing  within  a 
radius  of  ten  miles,  5s.  the  season.  Is.  a  day.  Of 
course,  this  is  in  addition  to  the  necessary  3s.  6d. 
licence  for  the  season,  or  Is.  a  day  for  trout ;  £1  Is. 
for  the  season,  or  5s.  a  week,  or  23.  6d.  a  day  for 
salmon,  charged  by  the  Eden  Conservancy  Board. 
However,  a  stranger  getting  a  week's  trout-fishing 
at  such  a  place  as  Lazonby  on  the  Eden  for  lis.  a 
week  is  not  an  expensive  addition  to  a  holiday, 
and  as  the  stretch  has  not  been  in  the  past  self- 
supporting,  the  committee  are  anxious  to  attain 
this  end. 

"The  tickets  will  be  issued  locally,  and  any 


application  made  to  Mr.  T.  W.  Sharp,  hon.  sec. 
Carlisle  Angling  Association,  will  be  courteously 
attended  to." 

I  do  not  know  a  more  lovely  trout  stream  than 
the  Cumberland  Eden,  and  if  it  were  not  for  the 
way  Carlisle  poisons  it  it  would  be  far  better  as  a 
salmon  river.  I  was  sorry  to  hear  of  one  of  its 
tributaries  being  polluted  and  the  fish  killed 
recently.  I  hope  it  was  not  the  Caldew ;  I 
remember  seeing  a  fine  lot  of  May  Fly  on  that 
stream. 


The  Shannon  makes  a  Good  Opening. 

On  the  opening  day  of  the  Shannon  rod  fishing 
season  for  salmon  there  —  that  is,  Feb.  1  — 
Captain  C.  S.  Vansittart  killed  a  splendid  brace, 
one  of  29Ib.  and  one  of  45Ib.,  on  his  father-in- 
law  Lord  Massy's  Hermitage  length.  Congratula- 
tions to  all  concerned  ;  it  makes  a  record  opening 
day,  I  should  think,  for  Irish  waters. 

Severn  Fishery  Board  Report. 

From  the  extracts  from  the  Forty-first  Annual 
Eeport  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board  given  on 
another  page,  it  appears  that  there  is  a  gradual 
falling  oif  in  the  number  of  licences  for  trout 
fishing,  which  form  such  an  important  source  of 
revenue  for  the  Board.  In  1902  the  total  was 
£'468  14s.,  and  it  has  dropped  every  year  since, 
and  for  1907  was  £399  4s.  In  1902  the  trout 
licences  produced  more  than  the  net  and  "fixed 
engines."    What  is  the  cause  of  the  falling  off? 

Angler  Wanted  to  Take  a  Salmon  Rod. 

Anglers  will  always  find  it  worth  while  to  look 
through  the  advertisements  in  the  Finhing  Gazette 
of  rods  to  let.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it 
personally,  but  if  I  wanted  a  rod  in  Scandinavia  I 
should  certainly  get  particulars  of  that  offered  by 
Messrs.  Wilkinson  and  Son,  of  47,  Bloomsbury- 
square.  I  feel  convinced  that  there  must  be  some 
better  fishing  than  is  generally  imagined  on  the  east 
side  of  Scandinavia. 


How  Not  to  Dry  a  Line. 

One  day  last  week  I  had  a  very  enjoyable  bit  of 
pike-fishing  with  my  old  friend  Mr.  David  Pine 
and  his  son.  We  were  fishing  one  of  those  abso- 
lutely perfect  English  park  lakes  which  make  a 
day  on  them  a  delight  in  itself,  apart  from  the 
fishing.  We  had  very  lively  sport,  but  nothing 
large.  On  getting  home,  I  unwound  the  damp 
part  of  an  undressed  pike  line  and  coiled  it  care- 
fully in  the  fender,  at  what  I  thought  was  a 
perfectly  safe  distance.  A  little  later  I  began  to 
wind  up  the  line,  and  found  only  a  yard  or  two, 
the  rest— fifty  yards  or  so— was  in  the  fender.  A 
cinder  had  shot  out  and  burned  it  through  in  three 
places. 


Salmon  Angling  at  Ringwood,  Hants. 

Mr.  Westcott,  of  the  White  Hart  Hotel,  Eing- 
wood,  informs  me  that  on  the  opening  day  (Feb.  2) 
for  salmon  angling  on  the  Avon,  Mr.  L.  F.  Harrison 
killed  a  fish  of  21  lb.  at  Avon  Tyrrell,  and  Mr.  G. 
Fulton  one  of  191b.  on  the  3rd.  Mr.  A.  G. 
Campbell  had  a  31^-pounder  on  the  4th.  Both 
the  last  two  were  taken  in  Eingwood  water. 

Mr.  Marcus  H,  Lewis  and  Mr.  Ducker. 

It  was  only  by  accident  I  heard  of  the  death  on 
Dec.  27  of  Mr.  Marcus  H.  Lewis,  a  well-known 
angler  on  the  banks  of  the  Kennet  and  Avon.  I 
fancy  he  held  the  record  as  regards  size  of  Avon 
salmon  killed  on  rod  and  line.  I  remember  giving 
his  portrait  with  the  fish  many  years  ago.  Another 
very  keen  old  angler  known  to  many  Fishing  Gazette 
readers  was  Mr.  Ducker,  a  retired  schoolmaster, 
who  lived  at  Great  Paxton,  on  the  Huntingdonshire 
Ouse.  I  hear  he  died  about  six  months  ago.  Mr. 
Alfred  Mackrill  has  had  very  good  sport  fishing 
with  him,  and  made  his  fishing  known  to  many 
London  anglers.  I  understand  that  Mrs.  Ducker 
continues  to  provide  board  and  accommodation 
for  anglers.  E.  B.  Maesxon. 


"ODDS  AND  ENDS  FOE  ANGLEKS, 
FEESH  AND  SALT." 


"Wet-Fly  Fishing,  Treated  Methodically,"  by  E.  m. 

Tod.  New  Edition.  Illustrated.  "  Written  by  a  flslRiiiiau  wlio 
has  practised  tlie  art  with  pheuomenal  success."— Sco/i'is//  I'leUI. 
Can  l)e  had,  post  free,  for  (in.  id.  ]>y  sending  crossed  cliccjiie  or 
postal  order  to  the  Manager,  Kisni.\G  GAZETTE,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  Loudon,  E.C. 


Recently  two  water-bailiffs  were  on  their  beat 
by  the  side  of  a  certain  Scottish  river.  A  passing 
stranger  drew  their  attention  to  a  fine  salmon  on 
the  redds,  close  to  the  bank,  and  where  the  water 
was  quite  shallow,  remarking,  at  the  same  time, 
that  the  fish  would  be  an  easy  prey  for  a  poacher. 

The  bailiffs  scoffed  and  laughed  at  the  idea  of 
the  thing,  and  said  that  there  was  little  chance  of 
that  happening  when  they  were  on  the  warpath. 
As  the  evening  was  chilly,  the  stranger  proposed 
that  they  should  adjourn  to  the  ^'illage  inn,  close  at 
hand,  for  a  dram.  They  agreed,  and  had  their 
refreshment,  and  parted  in  good  humour.  There 
were  several  standing  near  the  door,  apparently  in 
good  humour  also,  as  they  were  laughing  immode- 
rately as  the  bailiffs  passed  out.  One  of  the  bailiff's 
soon  afterwards  had  occasion  to  put  his  hand  into 
his  coat  pocket,  and  found  something  which  should 
not  have  been  there.  Drawing  it  out,  he  found 
the  tail  of  a  freshly-caught  salmon,  and  then  it 
dawned  upon  them  that  they  had  been  neatly 
done,  and  that  their  acquaintance  had  drawn  them 
away  from  the  river  while  his  friend  took  the  fish 
out  of  the  cold,  wet  water. 

How  TO  Use  Herring  as  Bait  in  Sea  Angling. 

Sea  anglers  who  use  fresh  herring  for  bait  should 
try  the  following  method  of  using  same  when  after 
the  smaller  kinds  of  sea  fish,  such  as  dabs,  had- 
dock, whiting,  etc. : — Soak  the  herring  in  water  for 
a  short  time,  and  then  the  scales  can  easily  be 
removed.    If  these  are  left  on,  they  prevent  the 
small  hook-points  from  penetrating  more  than  one 
would    believe.     After   scaling,   split  them  up, 
remove  the  bone,  and  cut  oft'  the  fins.   The  herring 
in  this  shape  should  be  like  an  uncured  kipper  in 
appearance.    With  a  sharp  knife  cut  the  flesh  into 
little  squares  varying  in  size  from  half  an  inch  to 
threequarters  of  an  inch,  or  even  larger  to  suit 
large  hooks.    This  should  be  done  on  a  flat  board 
with  a  sharp  knife,  as  a  blunt  one  will  not  cut  the 
sldn  through  cleanly.     The  skin  of  the  herring 
should  lie  next  to  the  wood  in  cutting.    Baib  each 
hook  with  two  pieces  of  herring  thus  :  Pass  the 
point  through  the  fleshy  side  and  then  out  through 
the  skin  of  the  first  piece,  and  then  through  the 
skin  and  out  through  the  fleshy  side  of  tlie  second 
piece.    If  this  is  done,  an  attractive,  durable  bait 
is  formed,  especially  when  the  hook-point  is  passed 
through  near  the  centre  of  each  square.    The  two 
surfaces,  covered  with  skin,  are  in  the  inside  of  the 
bait  and  prevent  it  from  being  torn  oft'  too  soon  by 
undersized  fish.    The  open  surfaces  of  the  herring 
bait,  are  exposed  all  round,  and  let  out  the  smelly, 
oily  particles,  so  useful  in  attracting  fish.  The 
shape  of  the  bait  is  convenient  for  the  fish  to  take 
into  its  mouth  easily,  and,  on  the  strike  being 
given,  a  fast  hold  is  generally  secured.  When 
fresh  herring  is  plentiful,  I  think  that  it  would  not 
be  a  bad  plan  if  large  tackle  dealers  or  others  could 
freeze  a  quantity  in  any  cold-storage  company's 
premises.    These  could  be  thawed  out  and  used  at 
any  season,  when  otherwise  they  would  not  be  got. 
Anglers  should  note  that  fresh  herring  to  be  used 
as  bait  can  be  cleaned  and  preserved  in  sugar  on  a 
plate.    This  should  be  kept  cool  snd  out  of  the 
reach  of  cats.     Fish  take  herring  bait  kept  thus 
far  more  keenly  than  that  preserved  in  salt.  Of 
course  a  few  days  is  the  longest  that  this  method 
ot  preserving  will  keep  bait  fresh  enough  for  use. 

"Not  Jonah  this  Time." 
Members  of  the  B.S.A.S.  should  note  the  follow- 
ing, taken  from  the  Glasgow  Wccldy  Herald  of 
Jan.  4,  1908.  Ballycotton  could  then  get  a  rest. 
I  saw  plenty  of  whales  on  the  west  coast  of  Eoss- 
shire  last  summer.  Knot-lines  and  rotators  can 
be  had  at  any  marine  store,  and  anglers  could  have 
them  fitted  with  their  own  pattern  of  hooks  by  the 
village  blacksmith. 

"WHALE  SWALLOWS  THE  PATENT 
KNOT  EECOEDEE. 
■  Terrible  Svfferiiigs.     Death  qf  tlie  Leviathan. 
"  High  above  the  shrill  and  awful  howling  of  a 
hurricane,  the  shrieks  of  a  tortured  whale  rent  the 
night  air  lor  hours,  as  it  vainly  strove  to  eject  the 
knot-line   and  rotator   of  the   schooner  J.  M. 
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Weatherwax,  which  it  had  swallowed.  The 
Weafhenvax  took  twelve  days  to  go  down  from 
Eureka  to  San  Francisco,  and  part  of  the  delay 
is  attributed  by  Captain  Ooterhuis  to  the  mad 
struggles  of  the  whale^  in  trying  to  disgorge  the 
rotator. 

"  According  to  the  log  of  the  vessel,  a  monster 
whale  w;is  found  to  have  swallowed  the  knot-line 
and  rotator  at  the  stern  of  the  vessel. 

"  For  hours  the  whale  screamed  in  agony  as  the 
schooner,  forced  along  at  fifteen  knots  an  hour  by 
the  storm,  caused  the  rotator  to  inflict  awful 
internal  wounds  on  the  leviathan.  Death  ended 
the  suffering  of  the  whale  shortly  after  the  line 
was  cut  by  a  tender-hearted  sailor." 

Wash  the  Salt  off  Sea  Tackle  after  Use. 

The  steel  or  metal  parts  of  all  kinds  of  sea  fishing 
tackle  last  much  longer  if  the  angler  washes  off 
the  salt  water  from  same  by  immersing  all  tackle 
used  in  a  pail  of  fresh  water.  The  tackle  can  then 
be  dried  and  laid  by  in  safety  with  less  liability  of 
corrosion. 

FORMALINED  FlSHING  BaITS. 

Anglers  who  use  spinning  baits  which  have  been 
preserved  in  formalin  can  remove  the  objectionable 
odour  to  a  great  degree  by  steeping  the  baits  before 
use  in  a  strong  solution  of  salt  in  water.  *  This 
does  not  spoil  the  appearance  of  the  baits,  nor 
their  durability  either,  but  it  secures  extra  fish  to 
the  angler,  who  has  noticed  many  fish  turn  away 
from  a  formalined  bait.  This  applies  to  trout 
fishing  more  pointedly  than  salmon  or  pike  fishing, 
probably  due  to  the  fact  that  a  trout  possesses  a 
keener  sense  of  smell. 

Redressing  Silk  Lines. 

When  costly  waterproof  lines  get  frayed  and 
begin  to  show  up  white  they  rpquire  some  atten- 
tion or  else  they  will  rot.  Whether  salmon  or 
dry-fly  lines,  the  angler  will  find  the  following 
method  of  extending  their  existence  simple  and 
effective  .-—Take  the  line  to  be  treated  oft'  the  reel 
and  extend  it  between  two  posts,  and  then  apply 
the  dressing  with  a  linen  rag.  This  is  composed 
of  ordinary  artists'  oil-colour,  which  is  usually  sold 
in  collapsible  tubes  at  3d.  or  6d.  each,  diluted  with 
two  or  three  times  its  bulk  by  the  best  boiled 
linseed  oil.  If  this  is  required  to  dry  quickly,  mix 
a  small  quantity  of  .Japan  gold  size  with  the  lin- 
seed oil.  Rub  it  into  the  line  well,  and  wind  the 
newly-painted  line  on  a  line-drier,  wool-winder,  or 
even  the  frame  of  an  old  school  slate,  and  set 
it  away  in  a  secure  place  to  dry  where  it  will  be 
free  from  dust.  If  a  very  hard  surface  is  required 
for  a  line  which  formerly  has  been  sticky,  dilute 
the  oil  colour  with  the  best  copal  varnish  which 
has  not  lost  its  drying  power,  or  else  a  bad  result 
will  be  obtained.  Lines  can  be  treated  in  this 
manner,  and  coloured  any  shade  to  suit  the  fancy 
of  the  owner  of  same.  Dark  green  seems  to  be 
the  popular  tint  at  present,  and  this  colour  can 
easily  be  got  or  made  by  adding  a  little  pale 
chrome  yellow  to  cobalt  blue.  If  the  weather  does 
not  permit,  or  the  angler  cannot  find  a  suitable 
place  outside,  the  operation  can  easily  be  per- 
formed indoors  with  a  little  extra  trouble  and 
care.  Drive  two  nails  into  a  side  wall  of  a  room 
at  a  convenient  height  from  the  ground,  and  fix 
the  nails  as  far  apart  as  the  space  will  permit. 
With  the  help  of  a  friend  the  line  can  be  dressed 
and  coiled  from  nail  to  nail,  and  left  to  dry  and 
harden  there.  Turpentine  will  remove  paint  or 
.varnish  from  the  hands,  but  do  not  use  it  as  a 
line-drier.  Undressed  silk  lines  can  be  dressed 
with  this  mixture  at  home  very  cheaply,  and  these 
will  be  found  quite  durable  and  serviceable  for  all 
kinds  of  bait-fishing  and  spinning. 

Lobster  Fresh  or  Tinned  as  Bait. 
Fi-esh  or  boiled  lobster  is  excellent  bait  for  many 
kinds  of  fresh  and  salt-water  fish.  Anglers 
generally  like  this  bait  themselves,  and  grudge  the 
fish  a  little  bit.  When  the  fresh  article  cannot  be 
got.  tinned  lobster  is  a  good  substitute,  and  not  so 
much  dearer  after  all  than  many  other  preserved 
baits  in  use.  It  should  not  be  served  to  the  fish 
as  mayonnaise  or  salad.  Black  Beetle. 

*  I  suggested  this  plan  some  time  ago,  and  am 
glad  to  find  a  practical  angler  like  "  Black  Beetle  " 
also  recommends  it.  I  think  also  that  it  is  safer 
than  using  baits  straight  out  of  formalin,  especially 
if  you  have  any  cuts  or  scratches  on  your  fingers. 
I  generally  get  a  few  when  pike  fishing. — Ed. 


SEVERN  FISHEEY  BOARD. 


Extracts  from  the  Eeport  for  1907  of  the 
Chairman,  J.  W.  Willis  Bund,  Esq.,  forming 
the  41st  Annual  Report  of  the  Board. 
Watci-ivorkn. —The  days  fixed  for  the  discharge 
of  the  compensation   water   from   the  Verniew 
Reservoir  for  190«  are:— March  10,  11,  12,  13- 
April  7,  8,  9,  10  ;  May  5,  6,  7,  8  ;  June  2,  3,  4,  .5  ; 
July  7,  8,  9,  10 ;  Aug.  4,  .5,  6,  7  ;   Sept.  1,  2,  3,  4  : 
Oct.  6,  7,  8,  9.  . 

Although  the  second  daily  instalment  of  water 
to  Liverpool  was  regiilarly  taken  during  1907,  it 
has  not,  owing  to  the  increased  rainfall  during  that 
year,  been  possible  to  give  any  opinion  as  to  what 
effect  this  will  have  on  the  river.  To  show  the 
difference  between  1907  and  1906  the  monthly 
rainfall  at  Worcester  is  given  at  two  stations, 
one  on  the  hill  above  the  city,  and  the  other  on 
the  river. 

Licences.— The  total  sum  received  for  licences 
was  ^876  9s.,  made  up  as  follows :— Rods  and 
lines,  salmon,  £'11  10s.,  trout,  X'377  2s. ;  fixed 
engines,  salmon,  £205  10s.,  trout,  £18  .5s. ;  nets, 
salmon,  £254  7s.,  trout,  £3  17s.  ;  endorsements, 
salmon,  £5  8s.,  trout  10s.;  total,  salmon,  £476 
15s. ;  total,  trout,  £399  14s.  The  licences  issued 
for  the  last  six  years  'are  :— 1902,  salmon,  £435 
5s.  6d.,  endorsements,  £4  9s.  6d. ;  trout,  £468 
14s.,  endorsements,  10s.  6d. ;  1903,  salmon,  £505 
9s.  6d.,  endorsements,  £5  12s.  ;  trout,  £467  4s., 
endorsements,  lis. ;  1904,  salmon,  £508  3s.  6d.,  en- 
dorsements, £8  9s.  ;  trout,  £441  3s.,  endorse- 
ments, £1 ;  1905,  salmon,  £564  8s.,  endorsements, 
£7  13s.  6d.  ;  trout,  £410  16s.,  endorsements,  15s. ; 
1906,  salmon,  £552  8s.,  endorsements,  £7  14s.; 
trout,  £401  7s.,  endorsements,  8s.  ;  1907,  salmon, 
£471  7s.,  endorsements,  £5  8s:;  trout,  £.399  4s., 
endorsements,  lOs.  As  the  licences  for  fishing  in 
public  water  fell  off  by  £70  lis.,  the  number  of 
representative  members  for  1907  is  four  instead  of 
five. 

Fitiance.—lhe  income  of  the  Board  from  all 
sources,  including  the  balance  of  £104  9s.  Id. 
brought  forward  from  1906,  was  £1024  4s.  2d.,  the 
expenditure  has  been  £1010  19s.  2d.,  leaving  a 
balance  due  from  the  treasurer  of  £13  5s. 

Prosecutions.— The  total  number  of  cases  re- 
ported during  the  year  was  thirty.  In  twenty-four, 
prosecutions  were  instituted,  with  the  result  that 
in  nineteen  there  were  convictions,  of  the  rest 
four  were  dismissed  and  one  withdrawn. 

Results  of  the  Season. — On  the  whole  the  season 
has  been  a  fair  one.  The  increased  rainfall  made 
it  better  for  all  kinds  of  fishing.  The  salmon  have 
kept  up  both  in  numbers  and  in  weight,  and  if 
20,000  is  taken  as  the  average  catch  of  the  last 
five  years,  the  1907  catch  is  a  little  above  the 
average. 

The  trout-fishing  was  better  than  the  last  five 
seasons.  It  has  improved  considerably  in  some  of 
the  upper  waters,  where  the  owners  have  syste- 
matically kept  down  the  coarse  fish  and  taken 
steps  to  preserve  the  trout. 

A  great  outcry  was  made  by  the  angling 
societies  in  1906  because  the  Board  resolved  to 
assist  in  keeping  down  the  coarse  fish  in  waters 
where  trout  are  preserved.  Landowners  have 
netted  out  the  coarse  fish  in  several  cases,  and,  it 
is  believed,  with  considerable  advantage  to  the 
river.  As  no  angling  society  has  any  right  to  fish 
in  these  places,  it  is  difficult  to  see  what  ground  of 
complaint  they  have  if  the  owner  of  the  fishing 
takes  the  steps  which  in  his  opinion  are  the  best 
for  improving  it. 

Complaints  were  again  made  as  to  the  absence 
of  large  coarse  fish.  As  long  as  the  policv  of 
indiscriminately  maintaining  a  very  large  number 
of  small  coarse  fish  is  pursued,  it  is  impossible 
to  expect  that  any  fish  will  ever  reach  a  satis- 
factory size.  The  best  example  of  the  result 
of  the  present  system  is  the  absurdly  low  weight 
of  the  fish  that  take  prizes  in  the  so  -  called 
angling  contests. 

^  An  angling  member  of  the  Board  also  states 
that  "  the  rivers  are  being  ruined  by  the  number 
of  u-responsible  men  and  boys  who  take  out 
thousands  of  young  fish.  Some  Birmingham 
anglers  are  gross  oftenders  in  this  way." 

The  eel-fishing  was,  considering  the  water,  fair, 
but  the  high  water  prevented  as  many  being  caught 
as  would  otherwise  have  been  the  case.  One  of 
the  bailiffs  reports :— "  The  eels  were  of  good  size, 
the  catches  large,  and  their  Condition  the  best ; 


most  of  the  eels  were  taken  at  the  beginning  of  the 
season,  since  which  many  of  the  nets  through  the 
high  water  have  been  idle." 

There  were  some  good  runs  of  lampems,  but,  on 
the  whole,  a  poor  season.  Notwithstanding  there 
was  suitable  water,  there  were  but  few  twait. 

Gc  tier  ally.  ~ThG  figures  will  show  that  at  the 
present  time  the  Severn  Fisheries  are  keeping  up 
to  something  like  a  fixed  annual  quantity  of  fish 
abo\'e  what  was  the  average  of  past  years.  A 
somewhat  similar  condition  of  things  prevailed 
some  years  back,  in  the  eighties,  and  was  followed 
by  a  decline  that  lasted  over  .some  seasons.  It 
will  be  a  matter  of  interest  to  see  if  this  present 
quantity  of  fish  will  be  maintained  or  not 
especially  as  the  year  1908,  if  the  precedent  of 
previous  years  be  followed,  should  be  the  first  of  a 
decline. 

The  report  cannot  be  allowed  to  close  without 
reference  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Alfred  George  during 
the  past  year.  Mr.  George  entered  into  the  service 
of  the  Board  on  its  formation  in  1866,  and  remained 
actively  employed  until  1892,  when  his  health  gave 
way,  and  he  retired.  It  is  difficult  to  say  too  much 
in  praise  of  the  woric  he  did  for  the  Board  in  its 
early  years,  both  in  putting  down  poaching,  makin-^ 
fish-passes,  and  generally  looking  after  the  fisheries" 

[To  interesting  matters  dealt  with  in  the 
Appendix  I  hope  to  refer  on  another  occasion 
— Ed.1 


THE  IMPERIAL  SPORTS  CLUB. 

Lord  Desborough  has  already  received  a  large 
measure  of  support  in  his  project  of  an  Imperial 
Sports  Clubm  connection  with  the  Olympic  Games 
and  the  Franco-British  Exhibition,  to  be  opened 
next  May  at  Shepherd's  Bush.  Many  members  of 
the  Turf,  Brooks',  St.  James',  Travellers',  Marl- 
borough, and  Bachelors'  Clubs  have  joined,  includ- 
mg  their  Excellencies  the  Russian  and  Austro- 
Hungarian  Ambassadors  and  the  Swedish  Minister 
The  honorary  secretary  is  Mr.  J.  Wilson  Taylor* 
the  secretary  of  the  Bath  Club,  and  the  offices  for 
correspondence  are  at  8,  Bayley-street,  Bedford- 
square,  W.C.  A  large  number  of  competitions  are 
being  arranged  for  in  all  branches  of  amateur 
sport,  which  will  take  place  daily  in  the  great 
Stadium  now  nearing  completion.  These  competi- 
tions wUl  include  nearly  all  the  British  champion- 


CHICHESTER  HARBOUR. 

Chichester  Harbour,  situated  within  a  mile  of 
the  Cathedral  city,  is  a  network  of  creeks  extending 
from  Fishbourne  to  Portsmouth  Harbour,  with  its 
entrance  at  Wittering,  and  is  considered  one  of  if 
not  the  best  sporting  harbours  in  the  south  Our 
forefathers,  the  Vikings,  here  held  re\ei  and 
numerous  wildfowl,  in  the  season,  haunt  the  mud 
flats  and  the  reedy  fringes,  affording  sport  to  the 
puntsman  or  shore  gunner.  And  anglers,  linesmen 
or  netsmen,  take  a  goodly  toll  of  the  various  fisli 
that  are  to  be  found  in  the  creeks  and  channels—  - 
from  the  lordly  salmon  to  the  toothsome  smelt 
As  a  centre  for  angler,  artist,  or  yachtsman," 
Bosham  has  many  advantages  ;  Bosham,  happv 
Bosham!  whose  inhabitants  are  as  picturesque  as 
the  surroundings,  holding  a  high  place  in  history 
—several  of  the  boatmen  have  formed  part  of  Sir 
Thomas  Lipton's  crew  m  the  races  for  the  American 
Cup— and  with  theii-  craft  can  pilot  visitors  to  the 
most  likely  spots,  and  arrange  for  lines,  baits  and 
all  necessaries  toward  success.  Anyone  contem 
plating  a  few  days'  stay  could  not  do  better  than 
communicate  with  Mr.  Moses  Stone,  of  Bosham 
a  retired  coastguardsman,  who  is  con\-ersant  with 
every  inch  of  the  water,  has  comfortable  apart- 
ments, and  can  best  advise  as  to  boat  and  boatman 

Respecting  fish  to  be  found  in  the  harbour 
Salmon  up  to  201b.  have  been  seen  disportine' 
They  are  taken  by  netting,  but  the  netsmen  are 
very  reticent  as  to  takes  of  salmon.  In  the  early 
months  of  the  year  good  sport  may  be  had  from 
the  banks  of  the  Fishbourne  Creek,  at  Apeldram 
Sluice,  Birdham  Mill,  or  at  Bosham  Mill,  .imong 
the  smelt,  baiting  with  ragworm  and  fishing  mth 
paternoster  or  a  light  crossbar,  as  many  as  fifteen 
dozen  have  been  taken  per  rod  each  tide.  It  is 
safer  to  fish  with  running  tackle  as  the  larger  bass 
occasionally  cause  a  smash  up.  Small  bass— the 
'\school "  bass,  as  they  are  termed— are  with  us  the 
year  round,  but  the  bigger  bass  visit  the  harbour 
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in  quantities  in  the  later  months.  The  best  spots 
are  the  harbour  bar,  Wittering  side  ;  the  harbour 
mouth,  close  under  Hayling  Beach  ;  Pilsea  Piles  at 
dead  low  water  is  a  good  spot;  and  Wear  Flats 
below  Itchenor  Hard  at  low  water.  Itchenor 
reach,  opposite  Westlands  Copse,  at  low  water, 
using  whiffing  tackle ;  Longmore  Point,  near 
Salterns  Copse,  and  the  fork  of  the  channel  opposite 
Apeldram  Church,  at  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  tide. 
Mullet  are  taken  at  Pilsea  Piles.  The  resort  of 
eels  and  flounders  is  the  Chichester  branch  of  the 
channel  from  Birdham  to  Dell  Quay.  Mackerel 
are  taken  at  the  harbour's  mouth  in  the  summer 
months.  Salmon  and  sea-trout  are  at  times 
numerous,  but  are  as  a  rule  netted.  Silver  whiting 
and  pout  are  to  be  found  at  the  mouth  of  the 
harbour  and  at  Pilsea,  and  pollack  are  frequently 
captured  at  these  spots  and  at  Pilsea  Piles.  Visit- 
ing Bracklesham  Bay,  turbot,  soles,  and  skate  are 
taken  by  long-lining. 

In  the  summer  months  one  can  have  fresh-water 
fishing  at  the  mouth  of  the  canal  at  Birdham,  and 
fish  for  smelt,  bass,  eels,  or  plaice  within  a  few 
yards.  Smelt  have  been  hooked  in  the  salt  water 
and  dropped  into  the  canal  at  the  lock  and  pike  or 
large  eels  captured.  G.  F.  S. 


AFTEEMATH  OF  THE  1907 
TEOUT  SEASON. 


The  fishing  season  of  1907  is  now  past  and  gone,  | 
but  it  will  long  live  in  the  memory  of  many  anglers  i 
as  a  sort  of  freak  season.  j 

Toward  the  end  of  last  February  I  received  word 
from  J.  J.  Carpenter,  of  Cebolla,  Colo.,  saying  that  , 


every  angler  realised  that  ninety  per  cent,  of  the 
snow  then  in  sight  would  have  to  melt  and  be 
carried  off  by  the  different  trout  streams  of  the 
surrounding  country  ere  the  trout  would  rise  well 
to  the  artificial  fly. 

We  arrived  at  Cebolla  on  June  3,  about  11.30  a.m., 
and  the  Gunnison  river  was  rising  rapidly.  The 
following  day  a  fierce  snowstorm  started  early  and 
worked  overtime,  and  the  river  fell  three  inches, 
clearing  some,  on  account  of  the  cold.  About  noon 
it  warmed  up  a  bit,  and  we  caught  a  few  trout  on 
small  grey  hackle  flies.  When  the  Colorado  streams 
are  high,  on  account  of  the  rapidly  melting  snow, 
if  the  weather  turns  cool  and  cloudy  for  a  few  days 
less  snow  melts  on  the  higher  mountain  ranges, 
and  the  waters  fall  and  clear  rapidly,  thus  providing 
the  fly-fishermen  with  a  day  or  so  of  fly-fishing  now 
and  then. 

Many  fly-fishermen  whom  I  met  at  Carpenter's 
place  were  all  too  prone  to  place  the  blame  entirely 
on  the  broad  shoulders  of  our  host,  Mr.  Carpenter, 
as  though  he  could  control  the  awful  weather  which 
turned  the  1907  fishing  season  into  a  farce.  If  any 
of  these  gentlemen  will  take  the  trouble  to  inquire 
into  the  matter,  the  facts  will  confirm  my  state- 
ment that  the  weather  controlled  and  rendered  the 
fishing  poor  and  uncertain  in  many  parts  of  the 
United  States,  from  east  to  west,  and  from  north 
to  south.  No  place  on  the  globe  was  entirely 
immune  from  the  freakish,  fiendish  weather.  It 
rained  and  blew  great  guns,  off  and  on,  from  May  1 
until  late  in  November. 

Every  winter  a  number  of  us  fly-fishing 
enthusiasts  have  been  in  the  habit  of  meeting  at 
Von  Lengerke  and  Antoine's  store,  in  Chicago, 
where  we  would  hold  love  feasts,  live  over  the  past 
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the  Gunnison  river  was  quite  low  and  clear,  that 
thel  snow  was  not  so  abundant  as  in  former  years 
at  that  time  ;  also  that  the  trout  could  be  seen 
feeding  daily  upon  small  black  gnat  flies.  Now 
this  state  of  affairs  existed  in  many  other  parts  of 
Colorado,  in  Idaho,  and  New  Mexico,  and  the  news 
promised  much  in  the  fly-fishing  line  for  the 
season  of  1907.  Btit  much  snow  fell  in  the  above- 
named  territory  between  March  and  July.  Every 
day  for  three  months  a  snow  blizzard  was  raging 
on  some  of  the  mountain  ranges,  and  the  result 
was  that  all  these  western  trout  streams  were 
unusually  high  and  muddy  throughout  the  entire 
season.  In  August,  when  the  great  volume  of 
snow-water  had  been  carried  off,  the  rainy  season 
started  in,  and  the  rivers  were  high  and  almost 
useless  for  fly-fishing  purposes. 

It  was  exactly  10  o'clock  on  June  2,  1907,  when 
the  Denver  and  Rio  Grande  train  reached  the  sum- 
mit of  Marshall  Pass  and  waited  there  five  minutes 
while  a  lot  of  trout  anglers  gazed  sorrowfully  at 
the  surrounding  snow-covered  mountains.  Truly 
it  was  a  mournful  spectacle  to  the  band  of  en- 
thusiastic fly-fishermen  there  assembled.  Full  well 


season,  and  plan  new  trips  for  the  coming  season. 
Last  winter  we  resolved  to  cut  out  the  usual  May  1 
or  opening  season  trout-fishing  trip,  because  the 
weather  had  been  growing  steadily  worse  each 
succeeding  season  on  the  opening  day.  But  what 
is  the  use  of  making  such  resolutions  ? 

When  the  last  day  of  April,  1907,  was  ready  to 
be  tucked  into  the  past,  the  same  old  gang  of  fly- 
fishing cranks  sneaked  into  a  Wisconsin-bound  Pull- 
man, and  soon  each  man  was  sound  asleep,  per- 
chance to  dream  of  a  mild  simshiny  spring  day 
and  a  pretty  trout  stream  where  the  red  spots  were 
rising  well. 

Talk  about  dreams  coming  true,  we  awoke  early 
the  first  day  of  May  to  find  the  sky  clear  and  the 
wind  in  the  south. 

After  breakfast  and  a  ten-mile  drive  we  sighted 
the  stream,  flowing  along  so  clear  and  inviting, 
and  soon  every  man  of  us  was  wading  the  river, 
overjoyed  to  be  at  it  again  after  the  long  winter 
of  waiting.  But  the  south  wind  failed  to  warm 
up ;  indeed,  it  grew  steadily  colder  until  one  was 
chilled  to  the  very  bone  ;  and,  although  each  man 
caught  a  few  trout,  it  was  more  or  less  of  a  hard- 


ship. But  the  very  fact  of  being  out  of  doors  was 
a  bracer,  and  after  a  good  warm  supper  we  all 
turned  in,  tired  enough  to  enjoy  a  good  long  sleep. 

The  second  day  dawned  sunny,  but  before  noon 
it  clouded  up,  and  the  wind  veered  around  to  the 
north,  growing  colder  every  minute.  The  water 
would  freeze  in  the  guide  rings,  and  one  would 
have  to  be  continually  slapping  the  rod  against  the 
water  in  order  to  have  the  line  run  through  them. 
Yet,  strange  to  say,  every  man  of  the  party  caught 
trout,  using  artificial  flies  only.  It  snowed  on  the 
night  of  May  2,  and  was  very  cold. 

Our  party  put  in  four  days  at  this  game,  and 
although  I  took  over  one  hundred  trout,  all  on 
artificial  flies,  it  did  not  seem  to  be  real  fly-fishing. 
May  15  would  be  early  enough  to  open  the  fishing 
season  for  brook  and  rainbow  trout  in  Wisconsin 
and  Michigan,  while  June  15  would  be  plenty 
early  enough  to  open  the  trout  season  in  Colorado, 
Idaho,  and  New  Mexico,  where  much  snow  lies 
late  on  the  mountains,  and  must  be  melted  and 
carried  off  by  the  streams  before  any  good  fly- 
fishing can  be  had. 

On  account  of  the  unfavourable  conditions  which 
prevailed  in  Colorado  during  the  greater  part  of 
the  past  season,  the  authorities  may  not  plant  as 
many  young  trout  as  usual  in  the  different  streams 
of  the  state.  The  Denver  and  Rio  Grande  Railroad 
officials  have  done  much  to  stock  and  care  for  the 
trout  streams  of  Colorado,  and  I  am  awaiting  their 
statement  of  the  number  of  trout  which  have  been 
planted  in  the  various  waters  of  the  state  up  to 
date.— Edwaed  G.  Tayloe,  in  the  Americayi  Field. 


DEATH  OF  A  WELL-KNOWN 
WEST  COUNTEY  ANGLEE. 


It  was  with  much  regret  that  I  heard  from  Mr. 
Alfred  J.  Tanner,  one  of  the  committee  of  the 
Bath  Anglers'  Association,  of  the  death  of  Mr. 
Martin  Wood,  a  much  respectel  member  of  the 
association,  and  widely  known  by  his  writings  on 
angling  in  the  Bath  Herald  under  the  name  of 
"  Spinning  Minnow."  Mr.  Wood  also  contributed 
occasionally  to  the  FisJiing  Gazette.  The  follow- 
ing extracts  are  from  a  long  memorial  notice  in 
the  Bath  Herald  of  Feb.  1  :— 

"  With  deep  regret  do  we  record  the  passing 
away  of  Mr.  Martin  Harvey  Goulter  Wood,  at 
Stoneywood,  Oldfield  Park,  on  Sunday  morning, 
Jan.  26.  Mr.  Wood  was  such  a  well-known 
and  familiar  personality,  and  possessed  so  genial 
and  buoyant  a  spirit,  that  he  was  the  favourite  of 
all,  not  least  because  of  his  merry,  inimitable  style 
of  writing  piscatorial  jottings  in  the  Bath  Herald 
for  rather  more  than  a  decade.  He  adopted  the 
pseudonym  of  '  Spinning  Minnow,'  and  the  very 
name  matched  his  humour,  for  his  favourite  mode 
of  reference  to  himself  as  a  poor  timid  little  thing, 
quaking  with  fear,  was  in  amusing  contrast  to 
his  own  broad-shouldered  frame.  Only  a  fort- 
night ago  Mr.  Wood's  last  contribution  to  these 
cohunns  appeared,  and  it  was  a  specimen  of 
his  brightest  style.  Mr.  Wood  was  at  his  business 
in  Old  Bond-street  as  recently  as  Jan.  24,  but  he 
had  been  under  medical  examination  a  short  time 
before  and  was  probably  aware  of  the  serious 
nature  of  the  diagnosis.  On  Saturday  he  was  not 
well  and  went  to  see  Dr.  Norburn,  who  ordered 
him  to  bed.  Death  supervened  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing, and  is  ascribed  to  Bright's  disease  and  cardiac 
failure. 

"  Like  his  father  (Mr.  George  Harvey  Wood) 
Mr.  Martin  Wood  was  born,  lived,  and  died  in 
the  city ;  unhappily  the  son  did  not  live  to  the 
great  age  of  eighty-five  as  did  his  father,  for  he 
was  only  sixty  years  of  age.  Mr.  Martin  Wood's 
grandfather  (Mr.  George  Wood)  founded  the 
Bath  and  Cheltenham  Gazette  (now  incorporated 
with  the  Bath  Herald)  in  1812,  and  Mr.  Martin 
Wood's  father  and  his  uncle  (William)  carried 
on  the  paper  till  1861,  when  the  latter  emigrated. 
Thenceforward  Mr.  George  Harvey  Wood  conducted 
the  paper  himself,  till  in  1871  he  retired  ;  he  died 
in  1899.  From  1871  Mr.  Martin  Wood  directed 
the  fortunes  of  the  Gazette  and  edited  it  until  1895, 
when  the  property  changed  hands,  and  before  very 
long  the  copyright  became  vested  in  the  proprietors 
of  the  Bath  Herald. 

"  In  early  days  Mr.  Wood  was  a  prominent 
oarsman.  The  Avon  R.C.  was  established  in  1865, 
and  Mr.  Wood  must  have  been  one  of  the  earliest 
members.  He  was,  we  believe,  one  of  the  first  four 
which  won  the  club's  challenge  cup,  and  in  1872 
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he  was  certainly  one  of  the  Avon  eight  which  was 
formed  but  did  not  compete  after  all  at  any  regattas. 

Sis  interest  in  the  sport  descended  to  his  son,  for 
r.  Cecil  Wood  was  a  prominent  member  of  the 
A\:on  H.C.  and  for  some  time  was  the  hon. 
secretary.  Mr.  Wood  was  also  an  active  member 
of  the  Bath  Rugby  Football  Club  in  its  earlier 
days,  giving  up  playing  about  the  middle  of  the 
seventies,  but  he  will  be  best  remembered  for  his 
ardent  love  of  angling.  '  Boompje  '  writes  us  that 
he  gave  the  deceased  his  first  lesson  in  fishing 
when  he  was  about  eight  years  old.  Throughout 
his  life  he  was  fonder  of  a  day's  fishing  in  his 
beloved  village  of  Freshford  than  of  anything  else, 
and  counted  it  no  great  sorrow  if  his  creel  was 
empty.  Many  heavy  catches  has  he  made,  but 
latterly  indifferent  sight  handicapped  him.  For 
all  that  any  competition  of  the  Bath  Anglers' 
Association  would  have  lacked  something  had 
'  Spinning  Minnow '  not  pegged  out  his  claim. 
Many  a  capital  article  did  he  contribute  to 
various  periodicals  on  matters  piscatorial,  but 
these  were  casual,  and  his  great  abiding  plea- 
sure was  to  be  the  '  one  and  only  Spinning 
Minnow.'  His  fortnightly  writings  in  the 
Bath  Herald  were  read  far  and  wide,  and 
his  position  was  so  well  established  that  when  a 
Bristol  paper,  setting  up  a  fishing  column  of  its 
own,  adopted  a  like  pen-name,  the  writer,  in  face 
of  Mr.  Wood's  amusing  protest  that  there  was  no 
room  for  two  '  Spinning  Minnows '  in  the  same 
swim,  courteously  withdrew  and  found  another 
iwm  de  plume.  His  paragraphs  were  often  quoted 
in  the  journals  devoted  to  angling.  A  feeling  of 
personal  loss  will  be  prevalent  in  the  minds  of 
many  who  always,  whether  +hey  cared  for  fishing 
or  were  merely  scoffers  of  those  who  do,  will  none 
the  less  miss  his  quips  and  cranks.  Hundreds  of 
fishing  yams  has  he  received  and  circulated,  and 
with  all  the  noteworthy  catches  made  by  Bath 
anglers  in  the  last  ten  years  has  he  made  the 
public  acquainted. 

"  The  funeral  took  place  on  Wednesday  in  Bath- 
wick  Cemetery,  in  the  presence  of  a  large  number 
of  sympathisers." 


SOMETHING  LIKE  POLLACK- 
EISHING. 


{Continued  from  page  41.) 

If  our  fishing  haunts  in  the  island's  tide-race 
were  good,  we  had  a  suspicion  that  the  Connagh 
Begs  would  have  proved  even  better  still.  The 
latter  were  a  mass  of  rocks  rising  sheer  u^j  from 
deep  water,  some  two  miles  or  more  to  the  seaward 
side  of  the  bigger  of  the  islands.  The  vagaries  of 
the  tides  round  these  remote  rocks  were,  to  say  the 
least  of  it,  unusual.  According  to  Pat,  to  acquire 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  them  would  require  years 
of  study,  and  though  we  had  full  confidence  in  Pat, 
our  knowledge  of  his  character  convinced  us  that 
we  should  see  but  little  of  the  Connagh  Begs.  To 
begin  with,  they  were  eight  good  miles  off  shore  ; 
that  meant  longer  to  get  there,  and  therefore  fewer 
fish.  Now,  Pat  had  the  fish  as  his  perquisite,  and 
it  is  obvious  that  the  longer  we  had  to  fish  the 
greater  our  result  WJuld  be.  Need  I  say  more  ? 
Once  only  did  we  get  there,  and  our  visit  paid  us 
well.  Elsewhere  the  sea  was  calm,  but  here  a 
boisterous  swell,  ricocheting  awkwardly  from  the 
rocks,  forced  us  to  keep  them,  much  to  our  regret, 
at  some  ten  yards  distance.  How  we  longed  to  be 
able  to  get  our  baits  well  under  the  heavy  kelp 
that  fringed  those  rocks  some  three  fathoms  down. 
However,  we  did  well  enough  as  it  was  out  in  the 
deep  water,  getting  forty  fish,  from  61b.  to  12jlb., 
in  a  short  time.  Of  the  numbers  that  had  a 
mouthful  of  rubber  eel  and  let  go  in  time  it  profits 
not  to  tell,  the  tale  of  lost  fish  when  after  the 
pollack  being  always  very  great.  While  it  lasted 
there  was  no  time  for  anything  else.  The  first 
sudden  plunge  of  a  hooked  fish  would  break 
abruptly  on  the  middle  of  a  sentence,  and  the 
hurry,  after  a  successful  issue,  to  repeat  the  per- 
formance precluded  sustained  conversation.  The 
rocks  themselves  were  about  150  yards  long,  our 
course  being  possibly  a  little  longer,  necessitating 
frequent  tacking.  Of  course,  we  always  did  best, 
or  seemed  to  do  so,  just  before  Pat  would  put  the 
tiller  round.  The  confusion  that  almost  invariably 
ensued  may  be  imagined.  Over  would  sweep  the 
heavy  boom,  catching  the  unconscious  Corfe, 
engaged  in  tackling  a  pollack,  a  smart  smack  on 
the  head,  while  Pat  would  sit  down  carefully  on 
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my  rod,  which,  up  till  his  advent,  T  had  been 
endeavouring  to  keep  as  erect  as  the  canons  of 
angling,  the  gear  overhead,  and  a  plunging  ten- 
pounder  would  allow.  Luckily  my  sea  rod  was  of 
orthodox  stoutness,  sufficient  to  stand  a  momentary 
application  of  Pat's  weight,  but  on  one  occasion 
my  frantic  efforts  to  disengage  it  resulted  in  its 
sudden  release  from  his  weight,  with  a  smart 
upward  jerk  which  neatly  swept  that  aged  un- 
fortunate's pipe  out  of  his  mouth  on  to  the  floor 
at  my  feet.  How  many  we  should  have  caught 
had  we  stayed  longer,  as  we  well  might,  I  dare  not 
say.  It  was  Pat  himself  who  decided  that  we,  or 
rather  he,  had  had  enough  of  it.  We  knew  him 
not  then,  or  the  guile  whereby  he  strove  and 
succeeded  by  specious  arguments  as  to  the  strength 
of  the  tide,  and  the  dreadful  possibilities  of  bad 
weather  (the  glass  was  at  "  very  dry  "),  but  to  our 
cost  we  believed  him,  and  all  sail  was  set  for 
home.  When  we  rounded  the  stone  harbour-wall, 
and  saw  a  cart,  with  donkey  attached,  drawn  up 
on  the  jetty,  we  began  to  suspect.  It  was  only  a 
day  or  so  after  that  our  suspicions  were  verified. 
Unless  we  reached  that  harbour  by  a  certain  early 
hour,  our  fish — Pat's  perquisite — would  be  too  late 
for  the  Waterford  Market.  Better,  in  Pat's  eyes, 
were  sixty  good  big  pollack  that  he  could  sell,  than 
a  hundred  or  more,  which  would  have  been  ours 
had  we  fished  on,  that  he  couldn't.  When  angling, 
one  resents  being  victimised  in  such  a  fashion  for 
base  commercial  ends,  but  happening  as  it  did, 
early  in  our  visit,  by  it  we  at  least  gained  an 
insight  into  the  workings  of  Pat's  mind.  His 
delight  at  our  catches  was  never  over  the  sport, 
but  the  amount  in  hard  cash  they  represented. 
"  All  right  for  the  rivers  and  lakes,  but  not  for 
hauling  in  the  great  say,"  had  been  the  comment 
of  the  native  fishermen  when  our  rods  and  reels 
first  came  under  their  observation.  Naturally 
enough,  fishing  to  them  was  no  sport,  but  their 
livelihood,  and  looking  at  it  from  their  standpoint, 
one  can  well  imderstand  their  caustic  remarks 
when  first  they  cast  eyes  on  our  rods,  reels,  and,  to 
them,  ridiculous  wire  traces.  Soon,  very  soon, 
they  changed  their  tune. 

"  'Twas  in  '65  I  fished  with  the  young  man,  your 
fairther,  and  in  rimimbrance  ye  might  tache  me 
the  use  of  it,"  was  old  John's  request  some  days 
later,  when  gingerly  handling  a  rod  for  the  first 
time.  He  did  not  realise  that  to  the  fineness  of  the 
tackle  was  due  the  extent  of  our  sport.  In  that 
crystal  clear  water  even  a  pollack  prefers  an  eel  on 
a  fine  wire  trace  to  the  same  bait  tied  roughly  on 
stout  string.  And  not  only  the  pollack  but  the 
bass,  too,  while  we  were  on  the  spot,  seemed  to 
prefer  up-to-date  gear.  From  a  point  just  north  of 
the  harbour  to  the  nearest  island,  some  three  and 
a  half  miles  off  shore,  runs  a  narrow  ridge,  over 
which  the  rising  or  falling  tide  made  a  race 
as  fine  and  pronounced  as  any  round  the  Irish 
coast.  There  the  bass  congregated  in  i)robably 
enormous  numbers,  one  native  boat  the  day 
before  our  arrival  getting  no  less  than  eighty  fine 
fish  from  41b.  up  to  141b.  We  did  nothing  like  so 
well  when  after  these  fish,  partly  because  we  did 
not  seem  to  be  on  the  spot  when  they  were  feed- 
ing, and  again,  when  we  were,  the  very  big  ones 
seemed  tol  prefer  the  new  dainties  we  provided  in 
the  shape  of  red  phantoms,  and  carried  all  before 
them.  Behold  us,  then,  a  mile  off  shore,  in  the 
centre  of  the  race,  great  foam-crested  waves  on 
either  hand  threatening  every  moment  to  come 
aboard  bodily,  and  Pat,  as  usual,  at  the  helm, 
keeping  her  head  on  to  the  i-acing  seas,  and  always 
bringing  her  round  at  the  right  moment  to  give  us 
the  full  benefit  of  the  race.  The  bass  were  nothing 
like  so  greedy  as  the  pollack,  and  often  we  were  be- 
ginning to  think  of  how  much  sport  we  were  losing 
by  coining  after  such  uncertain  brutes,  when  such 
thoughts  would  be  broken  into  by  the  harsh 
scream  of  a  big  sea  reel ;  the  owner  of  the  rod 
would  brace  himself  up  and  proceed  laboriously 
to  wind  in  inch  by  inch  the  thirty  or  forty 
yards  of  line  which  separated  him  from  the  fish. 
A  few  sharp,  shaking  runs,  which  in  that  furious 
race  were  magnified  to  salmon-like  dimensions,  and 
then,  |ten  yards  from  the  stern,  up  would  come 
with  a  heave  to  the  tossing  surface  a  great  bass, 
looking  for  all  the  world  like  a  salmon,  and 
the  fortunate  angler  would  j)roceed  to  reel 
in  the  few  remaining  yards  out.  One  last 
fling  on  the  part  of  the  fish,  a  furious  white 
commotion  almost  under  the  stern,  and  back 
would  fly  the  big  phantom  safely  home  itself,  but, 
alas  1   neatly  stripped   of  every   meat-hook,  so 
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carefully  mounted  on  it  just  before  starting  that 
morning.  Some,  indeed,  were  not  so  successful 
in  escaping,  but  I  fear  that  many  a  patriarchal 
bass  in  that  tide-race  indulged  in  a  new  form  of 
mouth  ornament  —  well  driven  home  • —  at  our 
expense.  Pat  suggested  large  single  hooks,  the  barb 
placed  about  level  with  the  middle  of  the  phan- 
tom, and  we  accordingly  gave  that  a  good  trial, 
but  the  bass  were  not  having  any,  only  when  we 
reverted  to  the  usual  mountings — only  in  our  case 
not  ginip  but  stout  piano  wire  was  used.  Then, 
indeed,  we  had  more  runs  and  more  losses,  save 
when  some  unfortunate  71b.  or  81b.  pollack,  out 
for  an  airing,  took  a  fancy  to  the  glaring  red  bait. 
Such  a  one  would  be  unceremoTiiously  hauled  aboard 
and  tossed  aside.  Bass  we  were  wanting,  chiefly, 
I  think,  because  we  could  not  get  them,  our 
biggest  being  only  101b.,  while  some  we  got 
hold  of  were  undoubtedly  very  much  better  fish. 
The  big  ones  always  get  away,  and  in  our  case  the 
reason  was  obvious — the  force  of  the  tide-race, 
the  difficulty  of  getting  triangles  well  home  in  the 
mouth  of  a  bass,  and  the  tremendous  strain  in- 
volved in  hauling  a  heavy  and  struggling  fish 
forty  yards,  always  seemed  certain  to  ensure 
something  going  wrong.  Anyhow,  it  always  did, 
so  we  gave  up  bass  and  went  back  to  the  pollack 
which  had  the  sense  to  live  where  there  was  no 
current,  ajid  in  fact  we  almost  jiersuaded  ourselves 
we  did  not  want  to  catcli  any  bass.  Looking  back 
on  it  now,  I  realise  that  we  did,  and,  for  me  at 
least,  no  amount  of  pollack  can  quite  gloss  over 
the  hard  fact  that  the  big  bass  set  us  at  defiance. 

Sometimes,  again,  when  the  pollack  fishing 
palled  on  us,  or  in  other  words  when  Pat  had  had 
p)rivate  advice  that  the  market  price  of  bream 
had  gone  up  Id.  per  fish,  we  went  drifting 
for  bottom  fish.  Not  for  long,  however,  did 
we  stay  at  it.  Big  bream  we  had,  many  nearly  51b. 
weight  each ;  cod,  codling,  gm-net  (red  and  grey), 
and  other  fish  almost  invariably  bit  greedily  directly 
we  commenced.  By  and  by  would  come  a  distinct 
lull  in  the  operations.  Then  Corfe  would  get  a 
terrific  bite,  his  rod  would  double  up,  make  as  if  to 
dive  under  the  boat,  and  then  as  suddenly  straighten 
out,  to  the  accompaniment  of  uncomplimentary 
epithets  on  the  tackle.  Winding  up,  an  entire 
absence  of  hooks  on  the  paternoster  invariably  pre- 
sented itself.  What  that  was  can  be  expressed  in 
two  words — "  blue  shark  " — and  of  uncommonly 
uncomfortable  length  into  the  bargain.  On  such 
occasions  we  never  wasted  time  in  making  our- 
selves scarce,  though  once  or  twice  we  were  so 
unfortunate  as  to  bring  the  hideous  brutes  up  to 
the  side  of  the  boat.  Keen  as  I  am,  I  must 
confess  to  drawing  the  line  at  such  creatures, 
though  to  anyone  who  wants  the  brutes 
I  would  thoroughly  recommend  our  locality.  In 
company  with  dogfish  they  swarmed,  and  always 
spoilt  the  bottom  fishing,  though,  thank  goodness  1 
they  never  went  for  the  phantoms  and  rubber  eels 
when  we  were  after  the  pollack.  We  were  after 
fish  that  we  reckoned  in  pounds,  not  feet,  in 
addition  to  which  the  sport  provided  by  them  was 
always  of  the  poorest  possible  kind,  and  they  are 
quite  useless  when  caught.  Pat,  needless  to  say, 
was  strong  on  this  point,  and  always^emphatic  on 
our  making  a  move. 

The  weather  was  not  always  fine  enough  for 
drifting,  or  even  for^that  matter'going  out  at  all. 
and  we  spent  several  days  on  shore  catching  crabs 
and  conger  off  the  harbour  wall,  and  on  at  least 
one  occasion  having  some  pretty  sport  casting  with 
a  Coxon  reel  and  Devon  minnow  for  pollack  from 
the  pier.  However,  we  had  done  well  enough  to 
be  content,  and  the  impression  left  on  all  of  us  by 
our  visit  was  that,  considering  we  went  without 
any  previous  knowledge  of  the  angling  possibilities 
of  the  locality,  we  had  alighted  by  chance  on  a 
really  good  thing.  M.  R.  L.  White. 


"  When  garden  ground  is  strictly  limited,  enthu- 
siastic s  veet  pea  growers,"  says  a  writer  in  the 
current  issue  of  tlie  Gardener,  "are  glad  to  make 
use  of  any  material  that  comes  to  hand  for  the 
purpose  of  extending  the  available  area  for  the 
cultivation  of  their  favourite  flower.  One  may 
grow  sweet  peas  very  well  indeed  in  tubs  and  large 
boxes,  and  although  one  can  hardly  expect  to  cut 
blooms  of  exhibition  merit  from  plants  grown  in 
this  way,  they  yield  a  profusion  of  flowers  for  home 
decoration,  and  as  with  sweet  peas  grown  in  borders, 
one  may  cut  and  cut  and  come  again.  I  am  more 
than  ever  conv  inced  that  to  have  sweet  peas  in  tubs 
really  good,  one  must  sow  early,  that  is  to  sny,  not 
later  than  the  middle  of  February." 


THE  CLOSING  SEASON  FOE 
COAKSE  FISH. 


WHAT  TO  TEY  FOR. 
By  F.  H.  Amphlett. 


The  last  four  weeks  of  the  coarse  fisliing  season 
m\  anably  result  in  the  landing  of  some  specimen 
hsh.    The  water  gets  a  warmer  temperature,  and 
fash  which  have  been  almost  dormant  during  the 
trosty  weather  seem  to  wake  up  and  search  for 
tood.    Pike,  perch,  chub  and  roach  all  appear  to 
know  that  spring  is  nearly  upon  us,  and  this  seems 
to  give  them  the  necessary  fiUip.    When  the  earlv 
spring  is  warm,  roach  are  sometimes  well  forward 
in  spawn.    They  then  seek  the  sandv  bottoms 
uistead  of  gravel,  and  are  often  to  be  had  in  large 
nmubers.    Those  who  fish  the  Thames  regularly 
know  the  haunts  of  these  fish  at  this  time  of  the 
^•ear.  and  under  favourable  conditions  of  weather 
and  water  can  generaUy  be  certain  of  obtaining  a 
good  bag  of  fish.    But  it  is  those  same  anglers 
who  know  the  water  well  that  will  leave  a  s\\Tm 
w-here  many  fish  are  being  caught  and  try  some 
sheltered  nook  with  quiet,  steady  stream  of  medium 
rlepth,  m  tJie  hope  of  getting  one  of  the  larger  fish 
Large  roach— I  mean  those  over  lilb.—are  appa- 
rently not  so  scarce  in  the  river  as  they  once  were  • 
but  as  they  ai-e  seldom  caught  in  the  summer 
months,  they  are   generally  sought   for   in  the 
winter,  or  at  the  fag  end  of  the  season,  which  is 
really  the  best  time  of  all  for  these  fish 


Quality  oe  Quantity  ? 
It  does  not  follow,  however,  that  a  roach  of  over 
l^lb.  m  weight  will  be  caught  in  a  swim  where 
roach  are  plentiful  and  feeding  greedily    If  the 
water  be  a  trifle  on  the  clear  side,  the  chances  of 
getting  a  arge  fish  under  the  circumstances  iust 
mentioned  are  remote,  because  the  hooking  and 
plajnng  of  fish  of  ^Ib.  to  fib.  each,  frequently  has 
the  tendency  of  scaring  the  larger  quarry.  Roach 
at  this  period  of  the  year  are  very  strong  for  their 
size  and  fight  well.    They  have  had  to  battle  with 
the  winter  floods  and  heavy  water,  which  brings 
them  into  excellent  condition,  both  for  sport  and 
as  an  edible  for  those  who  like  fresh-water  fish 
My  personal  experience  has  been  that  as  a  rule  I 
get  the  largest  roach  when  I  am  fishing  a  quiet 
comer,  which  cannot  hold  many  fish  on  account  of 
.  "'fu  °i        ^^^^^^e  part  of  it.    In  the  open 
water  the  fish  work  up  stream,  and  the  large  fish 
then  usually  hang  back  to  the  tail  end,  and  are  only 
secured  by  "trotting"  the  bait  down  to  them 
Although     trotting  "  is  an  eff-ectual  method,  too 
much  of  it  spoils  a  roach  swim  at  times,  as  each 
fash  hooked  has  to  be  brought  to  hand  all  up  the 
swim  and  fighting  all  the  time,  the  other  fish  are 
scared.    It  is  often  better  to  wait  tiU  the  fish  come 
up  to  the  giound-bait,  which  they  will  do  if  not 
fashed  for  too  soon,  after  the  bait  is  in  the  water. 
A  Woei)  OF  Advice. 
A  good  motto  when  fishing  is,  "  Never  be  in  too 
inuch  hurry."   Time  and  sport  are  often  lost  in  the 
haste  to   be   "at  them."     In  regard  to  baits, 
ihames    roach    take   bread-cubes  exceptionally 
well.    A  stale  loaf  is  first  obtained,  the  bottom 
hard  crust  about  an  inch  thick  is  cut  off  and  well 
soaked.    Then  cut  off  the  outer  part  of  the  crust 
and  the  light  yellow  part  left,  which  will  be  found 
to  shade  down  to  white,  is  cut  up  into  small  square 
cubes  and  used  as  bait.    I  have  often  found  that 
if  the  roach  in  the  lower  Thames  will  not  take  this 
bait  they  will  take  no  other.    Large  roach  can  be 
caught  with  small  cubes,  but  there  are  other  baits 
for  large  roach,  such  as  a  small  shrimp.    It  does 
not  matter  whether  the  shrimp  be  peeled  or  not, 
but  It  should  not  be  a  large  one,  unless  chub  are 
being  anticipated.    A  lump  of  paste  is  useful  for 
ledgermg,  or  even  cheese-paste,  or  small  square 
cubes  of  cheese.    If  the  water  be  thick,  the  tail- 
end  of  a  lobworm  is  useful ;  but  I  seldom  advise 
using   worms   for  reaching   when   the  river  is 
brightish. 

Chub  Fishing. 
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chub,  but  the  colour  of  the  water  has  to  be  studied, 
and  the  usual  argument  is  the  clearer  the  river  the 
finer  the  gut.    Often  one  hears  of  an  angler  being 
"  broken  up  "  with  a  big  chub,  and  as  a  matter  of 
fact  it  is  usually  the  big  fish  that  do  break  the 
tackle.    Pith  and  brains  seem  to  still  hold  the 
premier  position  as  the  favourite  winter  and  early 
spring  bait.    But  it  is  not  every  butcher  that  knows 
how  to  get  this  bait  just  exactly  as  an  angler 
requires  it.    The  brains  should  be  whole,  and  the 
pith  should  not  be  narrow  and  thin,  but  as  thick  as 
one's  finger  at  least.  The  brains  must  be  well  scalded 
and  cut  up  into  particles,  and  tlirown  loosely  above 
the  chub  swim.     The  pith— a  piece  about  an 
inch  squai-e  —  is  placed  on  a  No.  4  hoqk  or  a 
triangle,  and  floated  down  after  the  particles  of 
brains  have   attracted   the   notice   of  the  fish. 
If  fishing  in   the   Xottingham   style   the  float 
should  stand  well  out  of  the  water— that  is,  not 
be  shotted  too  low — as  it  may  be  necessary  to  fish 
thirt\-  yards  down  stream  if  searching  for  heavy 
fish,  which   seldom  come   close   to  the  angler. 
Another  bait  is  the  ordinary  shrimp,  and  it  can  be 
used  floating  or  when  ledgering.    It  is  best  to  rove 
and  find  the  fish ;  except  one  knows  the  home  of  a 
big  chub,  and  then  he  well  repajs  waiting  for.  In 
float-fishing  the  bait  should  be  about  four  inches 
off  the  bottom.  Large  fish  often  hide  under  house- 
boats, and  as  these  are  usually  unoccupied  in  the 
winter,  there  are  plenty  of  opportunities  of  getting 
a  good  fish.    A  small  spinning  bait  is  occasionally 
taken  by  a  big  chub,  but  pith  or  shrimps  will  be 
found  the  most  likely  baits  at  this  season. 

Perch  and  Pike. 
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and  if  properly  made  a  double  enamel  rod  is  strong 
and  powei-ful.  Besides,  this  method  is  a  simple 
one,  and  double  enamel  strips  are  easily  made  in 
several  ways,  the  common  forms  being  to  plane 
two  strips  of  rectangular  section,  glue  them  to- 
gether, and  then  plane  as  in  a  single  strip  ;  the 
other  to  make  a  strip  of  triangular  section,  then 
plane  off  the  apex  of  the  triangle,  glue  another 
strip  to  the  base  and  plane  this  down. 

In  Fig.  10  the  dotted  lines  show  the  form  of  the 
completed  section,  and  the  shaded  lines  the  enamel. 
In  Fig.  11,  a  is  the  outer  strip  with  apex  of  triangle 
planed  off;  h,  second  strip  glued  to  a;  dotted 
lines  G  indicate  section  of  finished  strip. 

It  does  not  follow  that  because  some  rods 
are  made  with  double  enamel  it  is  the  better 
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Perch  have  now  packed  in  the  eddies  and  slack 
water,  and  by  the  reeds.  The  very  best  baits  are 
minnows,  small  gudgeon,  and  marsh-worms.  If 
one  can  only  find  where  the  perch  have  congregated, 
one  may  get  a  fair  number  of  them.  It  is  generally 
more  advantageous  to  use  a  paternoster  with  two 
hooks.  It  is  more  effective,  too,  in  waters  where 
the  angler  is  unacquainted  with  the  depth.  The 
float  is  perhaps  the  prettier  method,  but  it  seldom 
is  responsible  for  the  best  fish  in  unknown  water. 
A  small  spoon  would  be  very  effective  just  now,  as 
the  water  is  bright  enough.  A  fine  wire  trace  and 
three  swivels,  a  light  lead,  with  fine  running  line 
(No.  1)  which  can  be  cast  from  the  reel,  is  the 
most  easy  method,  and  it  can  be  cast  thirty  or  forty 
yards  without  much  effort  by  those  who  have 
practised  it ;  and  besides  the  chance  of  getting  a 
specimen  perch,  there  is  always  the  likelihood  of 
landing  a  pike. 

In  regard  to  pike  fishing,  the  last  two  weeks  in 
February  have  been  more  responsible,  according  to 
statistics  which  have  been  kept,  for  large  fish  than 
the  first  two  weeks  in  March,  and  it  is  doubtful 
i£  there  is  any  better  period  throughout  the  year 
for  these  fish.    Tastes  vary  amongst  anglers  as 
to  the  best  method  of  catching  the  heavy  pike. 
There  is  floating  with  a  silvery  dace  or  roach  as 
bait,  paternostering,  spinning  or  trolling.  Float 
fishing  is  more  in  vogue,  and  it  is  the  most  simple 
way  to   fish.     Roving  witli  the  paternoster  is 
almost  as  easy;  spinning  is  the  more  difficult. 
Apparently,  if  either  a  live-bait  or  spinning-bait 
can  be  placed  in  front  of  a  feeding  pike,  either  will 
be  taken.    It  is  a  matter  of  choice  with  the  angler, 
who  has  to  act  according  to  the  water  he  has  to 
fish.     A  place  that  has  obstacles  which  would 
prevent  floating  or  spinning  must  be  paternostered, 
but  in  the  open  water  floating  or  spinning  can  be 
adopted  in  turn. 


In  regard  to  chub  fishing  there  is  every  prospect 
now  of  gettmg  a  specimen.  Fish  that  turn  the 
scale  at  ;5lb.  are  rather  scarce  nowadays,  but  those 
that  weigh  41b.  and  a  trifle  over  are  fairly  frequently 
heard  of.  The  great  disadvantage  the  angler  is  at 
is  that^he.must  use  fine  tackle,  and  to  land  a  41b 
chub  on  it  requires  considerable  skill  in  the  art  of 
the  angler.    Some  people  I  know  use  coarse  gut  for 


THE    ANGLBE'S  WOEKSHOP. 

FISHING  ROD   MAKING  FOR  THE 
BEGINNER. 
By  Perry  D.  Feazbe  (Editor  Forest  and  Stream). 

{Continued  from  page  74.) 
In  an  attempt  to  choose  between  double 
enamel  hexagonal  bamboo  and  octagonal  bamboo, 
the  former  may  safely  be  given  preference.  In 
an  octagonal  rod  the  butt  and  middle  joint  are 
stronger,  provided  the  calibre  is  large,  but  eight- 
strip  tips  consist  of  so  much  glue  and  so  little  cane 
that  they  Will  not  withstand  so  much  hard  usage 
as  will  the  six-strip  stock,  and  frequently  give  way 
at  the  ferrules,  particularly  if  the  parts  are  care- 
lessly twisted. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  gluing  of  double  enamel 
hexagonal  strips  is  partially  protected  frommoisture. 


method.  If  first-class  bamboo  is  used,  and  the 
strips  are  well  made  and  perfectly  fitted,  nothing 
can  surpass  the  plain  hexagonal  rod  ;  but  the  difii- 
culty  of  obtaining  good  bamboo  is  great,  and  is 
increasing,  and  it  is  not  always  possible  to  get 
material  thiol?  enough  to  make  perfect  triangular 
sections  without  resorting  to  the  double  enamel 
process  m  butts  and  joints.  Many  rods  are  now 
made  the  centres  of  which  are  hollow  because  of 
this  difficulty  of  getting  material  thick  enough  to 
make  all  strips  perfectly  triangular  in  section. 

It  can  be  said  with  perfect  safety  that  six-strip 
spht-bamboo  is  to-day  the  favourite  fishing  rod 
material  in  the  United  States.  More  rods  of  this  sort 
are  used  in  fly  and  bait  casting  for  fish  and  in  tourna- 
ments than  all  other  materials  combined.  They 
are  even  replacing  solid  wood  to  a  certain  extent 
in  salt  water  fishing.  Many  great  factories  have 
been  working  steadily  to  their  full  capacity  for 
several  years,  turning  out  split-bamboo  rods  for 
the  markets  of  the  world,  and  the  best  of  them 
have  been  for  a  long  time,  and  are  now,  far  behind 
with  their  orders.  It  is  a  good  trade,  that  of  a 
first-class  fishing  rod  maker ;  one  in  which  steady 
employment  is  certain. 

While  our  British  friends  are  still  experimenting 
with  rod  materials,  using  cane  and  wood  and  steel 
m  combination,  our  makers  are  plodding  along 
with  their  work,  turning  out  the  best  hand-made 
spht-bamboo  rods  the  world  has  ever  known,  and 
satisfying  their  patrons.  In  years  they  have  not 
added  to  their  rods  any  features  of  startling  import- 
ance, but  they  have  instead  constantly  endeavoured 
to  iiroduce  perfect  rods,  until  to-day  the  best  hand- 
made rods  are  indeed  works  of  art,  yet  powerful 
and  durable  withal. 

Only  one  change  from  the  regulation  six  and 
eight  strip  rods  is  prominent.  This  is  a  method 
patented  several  years  ago  by  the  late  Fred  D. 
Divme,  consisting  in  twisting  the  six  strips  slightly 
while  the  glue  is  still  fiesh,  so  that  the  joints  are 
spiral,  the  theory  bemg  that  a  rod  so  treated  is 
stiffened  and  that  the  work  does  not  fall  on  the 
upper  and  lower  strips  alone,  but  on  each  one  of 
the  SIX.  The  method  is  highly  spoken  of  by 
anglers,  and  I  myself  have  used  such  a  rod  with 
pleasure  and  success.  At  one  time  I  tested  two 
fly-rods  that  were  exactly  alike  in  length,  calibre 
and  weight— one  spiral,  the  other  plain  six-strip' 
They  were  held  on  a  table  side  by  side  while  a 
half-ounce  weight  was  suspended  ifrom  each  tip 
The  spiral  rod  sagged  very  little,  whereas  the 
other  dropped  four  inches  lower. 

The  steel  rod  that  has  become  so  i^opular  in  the 
Middle  West  and  South  for  hard  use  is  now 
popular  for  bait-casting. 

On  salt  water  bethabara,  ash-and-lancewood 
dagama,  lancewood  and  greenheart  are  the  favourite 
materials,  although,  as  stated  above,  split-bamboo 
IS  coming  into  more  general  use. 

In  fly-casting  there  has  been  very  little  chancre 
in  types  of  rods  during  the  past  decade,  but  in 
bait-casting  a  complete  change  has  taken  place, 
and  to-day  the  bait-caster's  methods  are  more 
nearly  like  those  of  the  fly-caster's  than  ever 
before,  in  that  both  use  artificial  lures  in  preference 
to  live  bait  wherever  success  is  at  all  possible 
Both  are  working  toward  finer  tackle,  and  are 
following  more  sportsmanlike  methods  in  fishing  as 
a  pastime. 

Until  quite  recently  angling  for  game  fish  in 
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fresh  waters  consisted  in  casting  the  fly ;  in  cast- 
ing with  medium-weight  rods  and  minnows  or 
other  live  bait,  sometimes  attached  to  a  spoon  or 
^pinner ;  in  still-fishing  with  minnows,  worms, 
grubs  or  other  insects;  in  trolling  with  live  or 
artificial  lures.  There  were  other  forms,  but  these 
will  sufiice  for  the  present.  Nearly  all  rods  were 
long  and  heavy.  In  order  to  make  one  of  these, 
skill  of  no  mean  order  was  required,  and  amateurs 
who  made  attempts  were  more  often  disappointed 
than  satisfied. 

Then  came  the  change  in  the  methods  of  using 
the  bait-casting  rod.  Extremists  went  from  rods 
of  eight  and  nine  feet  to  those  of  six,  five,  four, 
even  less  than  four  feet  in  length,  but  as  time 
passed  and  experience  has  been  gained,  many  of 
them  have  settled  on  five  or  six  feet  as  a  very 
satisfactory  length  for  the  superb  little  rods  with 
which  they  cast  a  long  line  and  some  form  of 
artificial  lure,  using  a  free-running  multiplying 
reel. 

It  is  possible  to  make  these  new  rods  as  light 
and  almost  as  graceful  as  the  trout  fly-rods. 
Angle  worms  and  live  minnows  and  doodlebugs 
are  no  longer  considered  necessary  by  way  of  lure, 
and  the  methods  of  the  bait-caster  may  be  made  as 
cleanly  and  as  skilful  as  those  of  his  brother  of 
the  fly-rod. 

Fishing-rod  Matbbials. 

There  are  many  anglers  who  are  fond  of  doing 
things  themselves,  and  to  such  of  them  as  fancy 
bait-casting,  the  idea  of  making  their  own  rods 
appeals  strongly.  And  while  it  is  beyond  most  of 
them  to  make  a  passable  rod  nine  feet  in  length, 
such  as  was  used  years  ago,  there  are  very  few 
persons  possessed  of  ordinary  skill  who  cannot 
make  a  short  rod  of  the  type  that  is  popular  to-day. 

To  give  assistance  to  those  who  would  like  to 
try  this  fascinating  pastime  is  the  purpose  of  this 
article.  I  disclaim  any  scientific  knowledge  in  the 
art.  Rather,  I  have  simply  plugged  along  at  the 
work,  making  mistakes  and  correcting  them,  doing 
things  topside  down,  perhaps,  as  a  professional 
rod -maker  might  say,  but  attaining  the  end  sought, 
after  a  fashion,  in  time. 

During  the  past  decade  I  have  made  almost 
every  type  of  rod,  and  have  worked  split -bam- 
boo, dagama,  lancewood,  hickory,  ash,  greenhearfc, 
washaba  (bethabara),  jucara  prieto  and  other  mate- 
rials, but  in  no  part  of  my  rod-making  have  I  had 
any  better  facilities  for  working  rapidly  and  easily 
than  the  average  busy  man  commands,  hence  I 
feel  easy  in  my  mind  in  telling  the  beginner  how 
he  can  do  this  and  that  part  of  the  work,  for  I  am 
giving  the  results  of  my  own  experience,  backed  by 
the  sage  advice  of  some  of  the  best-known  profes- 
sional and  amateur  rod-makers  and  anglers,  to 
many  of  whom  I  am  greatly  indebted  for  friendly 
criticism  in  my  efforts  to  assist  beginners. 

One  thing  which  this  slow  and  methodical  hand 
work  has  taught  me  is  this— to  take  advantage  of 
everything  which  will  simplify  the  work  of  rod- 
making  and  finishing.  I  would  have  you  bear  this 
in  mind  in  reading  the  chapters  that  are  to  come. 
Some  of  my  methods  may  seem  clumsy  to  those 
of  you  who  have  access  to  machine  tools,  or  who 
have  been  advised  by  professional  rod-makers ; 
but  the  average  beginner  at  rod-making  will  work 
with  even  poorer  facilities,  perhaps,  than  I  have 
commanded,  and  for  him  the  methods  described 
may  be  of  some  value.  Above  all  things,  I  wish 
to  make  all  steps  plain  and  simple.  They  are  not 
scientific,  but  are  practical. 

It  is  folly  for  the  beginner  to  attempt  to  make 
his  first  rod  of  split-bamboo,  or  even  to  obtain 
glued-up  stock  and  fit  it.  Instead,  he  should  obtain 
that  material  which  is  easiest  to  manipulate,  and 
carry  the  work  through  to  some  sort  of  conclusion. 
Then,  and  only  then,  will  he  master  the  first  step 
in  rod-making,  and  begui  to  realise  how  easy  and 
yet  how  difficult  it  is  to  make  a  good  rod. 

Without  question,  split-bamboo  is  the  best 
material  known  to-day.  If  you  can  obtain  the 
material  in  butts,  joints,  and  tips,  glued-up,  so 
that  the  "making"  consists  merely  in  finishing 
it  and  fitting  hand-grasps,  ferrules,  and  trimmings, 
if  care  is  exercised  a  very  good  rod  will  be  the 
result.  But  I  would  strongly  advise  the  novice 
not  to  attempt  to  make  a  split-bamboo  rod  com- 
plete ;  at  least  not  until  he  has  had  ample  practice 
m  making  all-wood  rods.  Instead,  pay  a  visit  to 
some  professional  rod-maker,  if  this  be  possible,  at 
a  time  when  he  is  making  split-bamboo  rods,  and 
ask  permission  to  watch  him  at  work  for  a  little 
while.    If  you  do,  my  word  for  it,  you  will  go 
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away  a  wiser  if  not  a  sadder  man,  for  you  will 
have  obtained  the  correct  impression  that  the 
skill  necessary  to  finish  the  six  slender  strips  and 
fit  them  together  perfectly  is  beyond  you  at  the 
time,  even  if  you  can  secure  bamboo  that  will 
prove  to  be  worth  cutting  up. 

This  is  one  of  the  difficulties  encountered  in 
rod-making,  for  not  all  of  the  material  that  looks 
good  will  be  worth  the  labour  of  cutting.  I  know 
one  old  rod-maker  who,  on  splitting  out  his  material, 
tests  each  slender  strip  by  bending  until  the  ends 
meet,  then  examining  the  circlet  for  weak  spots, 
and  if  any  show  he  smashes  the  whole  piece  and 
tries  again — a  severe  test,  but  one  that  will  show 
defects  before  further  labour  is  wasted.  Not  that 
this  is  the  correct  test,  but  it  is  one  of  several,  the 
most  important  one  being  an  examination  based 
on  long  experience. 

Some  of  the  best  rod-makers  will  supply  you 
with  glued-up  butts  and  joints,  and  if  you  are 
determined  to  make  your  first  rod  of  this  material, 
select  these  somewhat  longer  than  the  joints  of 
your  rod-to-be,  so  that  you  can  pick  out  the  best 
part  of  each  piece  when  you  come  to  fitting  the 
ferrules.  Take  only  hand-made  stock,  for  machine- 
made  material  is  not  always  worth  using.  The 
hand-made  stock  will  cost  more  than  you  anticipate, 
but  it  is  much  cheaper  in  the  end.  If  glued-up 
split-bamboo  is  to  be  the  material,  the  method  of 
performing  the  different  parts  of  the  fitting  will  be 
the  same  as  described  further  on  for  all-wood  rods. 

Next  to  split-bamboo  in  the  woods  easily  obtain- 
able in  the  open  market  comes  washaba,  or,  as 
it  is  known  in  the  trade,  bethabara.  This  is  a 
heavy  wood,  but  it  is  nicely  adapted  to  short  bait- 
casting  rods,  and  one  can  be  made  to  weigh  five 
to  six  and  one-half  ounces,  and  very  slender,  that 
will  be  exceedingly  powerful  and  full  of  ginger. 
Hence  the  weight  of  bethabara  does  not  signify. 
Bethabara  slightly  resembles  butternut  or  a  light 
grade  of  black  walnut  dn  coloiu- ;  with  this  excep- 
tion, that  when  freshly  sawed  the  surface  is  covered 
with  greenish-yellow  dust,  very  heavy  and  a  bit 
sticky  to  the  touch,  giving  one  the  impression  that 
the  wood  has  been  sprinkled  with  yellow  ochre. 
The  wood  being  so  hard,  the  rough  saw-marks 
hide  the  grain,  and  it  is  difficult  to  tell  a  good 
piece  from  a  bad  one.  Look  closely  at  all  sides, 
or,  better,  scrape  two  sides  until  the  grain  will 
show,  and  if  there  are  any  knots,  or  if  the  corners 
show  splinters  that  may  be  broken  off  short,  discard 
it  and  look  further.  Pound  the  sticks  smartly  on 
the  floor  and  examine  closely  for  worm-holes, 
which,  although  very  small,  are  fatal  to  good 
material. 

I  have  said  that  the  wood  shows  dust  of  a 
greenish-yellow  colour,  but  this  seems  partially 
absent  in  some  bethabara.  I  prefer  the  grade 
which  shows  this  characteristic,  and  which  the 
English  rod-makers  call  green  washaba  ;  but  the 
brown  washaba,  the  grade  that  does  not,  is  much 
harder  and  has  a  closer  and  longer  grain  in  the  perfect 
pieces,  although  it  seems  more  difficult  to  get 
perfect  pieces  in  this  grade.  Hence  it  is  well  to  stick 
to  the  green  or  dusty  grades,  which  run  nice  as  a 
rule,  and  can  be  planed  from  both  ends  and  on  all 
sides  with  impunity.  Some  dealers  sell  other  varie- 
ties of  imported  woods  for  bethabara,  and  some 
try  to  supply  very  poor  greenheart  instead  ;  but 
reliable  men  may  be  depended  on  to  give  you  what 
you  ask  for. 

{To  be  continued.) 
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Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  lliid  tlie  time  of  water  in  the  'i'liaim-s  at  any  of  the 
fi)llowiiiK  places,  to  tlie  time  of  high  water  at  Loudon  BridKC 


;iveii  l)Olow 

SO  iiiin.  (or  Chelsea. 


(5.5  iiiin.  for  Kew. 
40   „  .,,    Putney.  AdrlJ^-''    »     ..  Kiehnioiid. 

4.5  „  „  Haninieisniith.  '^'"'jfeO  „  „  Th  ickenliani. 
50    „     ,,    Barnes.  (85    „    „  Teddington. 

ExAMpLR.— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  lirld«e, 
it  will  he  htRh  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85' minutes  later. 

N,[4.— A  strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

TiMK  OF  High  VVatek  at  Londo.n  Biinx;E. 

Morning. 
Feh.  8    (i.l2   


Evening. 
fi.33 
7.19 
8.12 
9.21 
10.45 
n..5!> 
0.31 


.Saturday, 

Sunday,  ,,  y    6..55 

Monday,  10    7.44 

Tuesday,  ,,  11    8.43 

Wednesday,  „  12    10.  4 

Thursday,  ,,13    11.23 

Friday,  „  14    — 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — General  Remarks.— The  season  is 
coming  to  »  close  for  coarse  fishing,  and  conse- 
quently to  find  the  past  week  end  unfavourable  to 
sport  was  a  triHe  exasperating.  A  rather  clear  water 
and  a  north  wind  blowing  strongly  could  not  be  of 
advantage,  especially  alter  a  constantly  changing 
temperature.     Here  and  there  one  met  anglers 
who   had    done  fairly  well   and  were  satisiied. 
But  the  general  rule  was  sport  had  not  panned  out 
properly.  Those  who  fished  the  lower  stretches  had 
exceptionally  poor  sport,  the  only  exception  being  in 
regard  to  dace,  which  afforded  very  good  sport  in 
the  sharp  runs.    Despite  the  clear  water  the  bank 
anglers  have    done  very  well,  which  is  to  their 
credit,  but  they  have  not  secured  any  specimen 
fish.    There  were  fou--  punts  out  at  Hampton  Court 
on  Feb.  2,  but  very  little  sport  was  had.   At  Ditton 
there  was  the  same  report,  ai  d  at  Surbiton  Mr.  F. 
Sands,  of  the  K  ngston  Pi-catorials,  who.  as  is  well 
known,  is  an  experr  Thames  angler,  told  me  that 
owing  to   the  condition  of  the  v\eat'ier  it  had 
been  almost  impossible  for  him  to  get  any  fish 
worth  mentioning.    Mr.  B.  Pope,  who  has  done 
rather  well  lately,  and  Mr.  Silk  had  the  same  story 
to  toll  of  the  week-end  fishing.    They  know  the 
water  well,  use  the  finest  tackle,  and  understand  the 
fishing,  but  were  not  rewarded  with  success.  Mr. 
Carrington  had  a  few  fish,  and  his  success  was  purely 
due  to  his  patience.    In  the  higher  reaches  sport  was 
a  little  better,  but  nothing  to  boast  of.  Everyone 
seems  to  be  hoping  for  better  things  t'lii  week-end. 
It  is  almost  impossible  for  the  Conservanry  to  run 
off  any  more  water,  so  with  wind  and  weather  fair 
there  should  be  a  de  id  d  improvement  in  the 
fishing.    Mr.  Silk  and  Mr.  F.  Littlewood  intend 
trying   three  days   at  Radcot,    and   the  former 
intends    to    meet    me    at    Shiplake  or    a  little 
below.  But  without  more  even  weather  we  have  very 
little  hope  of  doing  much  good.  Mr.  Percy  Richards, 
a  very  old  angling  friend  of  mine,  is  arranging  a 
special  amateur  performance  of  the  best  operas  at 
Surbiton  Assembly  Rooms  during  the  coming  week, 
and  there  are  other  angling  friends  who  take  part 
in  the  performance.    I  only  mention  this  in  case 
any  anglers  may  be  fishing  at  Kingston  and  wish 
to  spend  an  enjoyable  evening  locally,  and  I  believe 
the  success  of  the  week's  entertainment  is  ensured. 
— F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  r^ver  is  running  in 
grand  condition,  but  the  rough  wind  ha;  at  times 
been  against  the  angler.  Roach  have  now  and 
then  bean  found  in  a  feeding  humour,  and  a  few 
perch  have  been  caught.  Patrons  of  J.  James,  G. 
Arlett,  J.  Arlett,  and  H.  Hamblin  have  had  some 
good  sport  with  the  jack,  the  latter  fisherman,  out 
with  Mr.  J.  T.  Norman,  taking  among  other  fish 
one  of  11  lb.,  while  the  others  have  had  fish  up  to 
71b.  and  8lb.  Given  quiet  and  settled  conditions 
good  sport  should  continue. — Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (T-wickenham).— Fishing  here  has  been 
very  quiet  this  week.  We  have  had  poor  tides,  and 
owing  to  the  changeable  winds  and  cold  nighis  the 
fish  have  been  off  feed.  Several  punts  out  raking 
on  Feb.  4  and  5  ha\  e  done  well  amongst  the  dace  ; 
some  very  good  fish  are  heading  up  stream. 
One  punt  on  Feb.  5  got  one  or  two  bream. 
I  hope  this  class  of  fish  may  be  feeding  by  end  of 
week  as  there  has  not  been  many  bream  caught 
this  last  week  or  two.  Prospects  are  fairly  good, 
and  water  is  in  excellent  condition,  rather  on  the 
bright  side.  Tide  next  Sunday,  high  water  Twicken- 
ham,about9. 40  a.m.  This  will  be  all  day  fishing.  Mine 
host  of  the  Queen's  Head,  netting  private  water  at 
Chertsey  on  Jan.  31,  cauglit  about  300i)  good  stock 
fish,  which  were  put  into  the  river  at  Chertsjy  by 
the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society.  This 
will  cheer  the  hearts  of  a  number  of  Thames  anglers. 
■ — Tom  Atjgeb. 
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Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach).- — The  angler 
during  the  week  on  the  Cam  has  had  a  good  turn 
with  the  pike,  with  a  tinge  of  frost  in  the  air,  fol- 
lowed by  bright  sunshine,  and  the  water  still  in  the 
pink  of  condition.  At  times  nf  the  day  excellent 
sport  has  been  the  result,  all  the  length  of  the  river, 
but  they  run  rather  small  in  size,  with  six  fish  to  a 
rod  in  a  few  hours'  fishing.  The  bank  angling  is 
very  clean,  with  no  obstructions.  All  free  water. 
Punt  and  li^  e-baits  J  on  the  spot,  if  required. 
Present  p-ospects  good  for  all- round  angling. — 
John  O.  George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  experimental 
ponds  at  New  Bridge,  erected  by  the  Dart  Board  of 
Conservators,  and  intended  to  give  a  better  supplv 
of  natural  food  for  fish,  have  been  completed  at  a 
cost  of  about  £105.    The  weeds  in  the  ponds  are  at 
present  lying  dormant,  and  it  is  proposed  to  turn  it 
into   the  river  in  the  autumn.     The  ponds  will 
also  be  a  nursery  for  raising  plants  for  stock- 
ing   the    stream.     If  the  ponds  are  successful, 
as  indeed  they  should  be,  there  should  be  no  dearth 
of  food  for  fish,  and  anglers  are  greatly  indebted  to 
the  hatchery  committee  for  the  great  trouble  they 
have  taken,  and  also  to  Mr.  C.  E.  Robinson,  who 
has  superintended  the  work.    The  action  of  the 
board  in  deciding  not  to  accept  the  resignat  on  of 
the  Hon.  R.  Dawson,  of  Holne,  who  has  been  chair- 
man for  many  j^ears,  is  received  with  general  favour, 
especially  as  in  the  course  of  a  couple  of  years  he  will 
be  home  again  for 'good.  No  more  impartial  and  genial 
gentleman  could  be  found  for  the  important  post, 
as  Mr.  Dawson,  being  a  large  riparian  owner,  has  a 
great  interest  in  the  river.    The  conservators  have 
decided  to  ask  their  water-baUiSs  to  assist  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  in  making  inquiries 
with  regard  to  the  period  when  eels  ascend  the 
river.    As    is    well    known  several  members  of 
the  Dart  Angling  Association  have  made  them- 
selves    responsible      for     the     Hemston  Net 
Fishery  at  the  weir,  Totnes,  and  the  past  year  has 
been  a  satisfactory  one  as  far  as  the  year's  working 
is  concerned.    The  take  of  salmon  and  sea-trout 
was  about  the  average,  although  salmon  were  not 
so  heavy  as  in  the  previous  year ;   the  month 
of  March  being  so   dry  it  is  feared  that  many 
of    the    spring    tish  which    usually  come  into 
the    river  did    not    do    so.     It  was   rather  a 
pity  that  the  association  could  not  come  to  some 
amicable  arrangement  with  the  riparian  owners  and 
the  Board  of  Conservators  for  allowing  salmon  to 
be  put  over  the  weir,  although  the  association,  it  is 
understood,  made  a  very  liberal  offer  to  ensure  that 
a  proportion  of  each  fresh  run  of  fi  h  should  be 
allowed  a  chance  of  ascending  the  river  to  replenish 
the  stock  and  afford  sport  to  anglers  on  the  whole 
length  of  the  river.    However,  it  is  hoped  that  the 
association  will  again  this  year  approach  the  Con- 
servators, and  that  something  in  the  direction 
indicated  done.    It  would  be  greatly  appreciated  by 
anglers. — Dkvonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Nothing  of  special 
note  has  come  under  notice  except  a  few  pike  and 
roach  caught  in  the  Exe  near  Exeter  and  in  the 
canal.  The  report  of  the  Exe  Conservators  pre- 
sented last  week  was  a  very  satisfactory  one,  the 
net  fishermen  doing  better  last  year  than  in  the 
one  previous,  the  aggregate  weight  of  fish  netted  in 
the  estuary  of  the  Exe  in  the  tidal  water  exceeding 
21, 0001b.  The  lowest  price  was  Is.  2d.  per  pound, 
and  up  to  3s.  4d.  per  pound.  In  the  inland 
waters  there  was,  however,  a  slight  falling  off 
in  the  numbers  and  weight,  but  this  is  stated  to  be 
well  met  by  the  improved  flavour  of  the  fish  com- 
pared with  previous  seasons.  This  is  attributed  to 
the  introduction,  a  year  or  two  since,  of  a  number 
of  young  Scotch  salmon  into  the  river,  and  it  was 
suggested  that  4000  to  5000  more  of  these  small  fish 
should  be  procured  and  put  in  the  fishery.  Mr. 
Ross  again  introduced  his  proposal  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  hatchery  at  Pynes,  but  the  Conser- 
vators adjourned  the  consideration  of  the  matter. 
The  net  fishermen  of  Topsham  memorialised  the 
Conservators  to  make  an  alteration  in  the  dates  of 
the  fishing  season  in  the  estuary  by  making  the 
opening  date  Feb.  1  instead  of  March  1,  and 
closing  a  month  earlier,  it  being  suggested  that 
the  Exe  was  known  as  an  early  river,  and  that 
the  salmon  are  in  good  condition  in  February. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ross  it  was  resolved  to 
refer  the  memorial  to  the  Watch  Committee  for 
their  consideration.  The  Turf  Hotel,  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Exeter  Canal,  has  been  taken  up 
by  Captain  Davey,  and  is  the  place  where  white- 
bait can  be  obtained  from  May  to  October,  served 
with  dirmer  or  tea,  and  it  is  stated  that  only  Green- 
wich that  claims  that  distinction.  A  spacious  motor- 
boat  has  been  purchased  by  the  new  proprietor  to 
make  trips,  and  also  take  anglers  to  noted  spots  for 
the  excellent  fishing  to  be  enjoyed  at  different  parts 
of  the  canal,  the  fishing  for  which  closes  from 
March  15  to  June  15.  Fishing  at  Exmouth  and 
district  has  been  bad,  except  for  smelt,  which  have 


been  caught  in  the  E.xmouth  Dock,  the  following 
securing  with  rod  and  line  over  100  each,  and  sport 
still  on  : — Messrs.  White,  Cobley,  Maxwell,  Kelley, 
and  Master  Perry.  All  were  taken  with  ragworm. 
— Red  Palmee. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  Lea  is  running 
gin  clear  (Feb.  5),  and  the  cold  and  unsettled 
weather  is  another  drawback  to  the  capture  of  fi.sh. 
Sport  has  again  been  very  poor  in  the  public 
waters,  and  this  promises  to  be  the  order  until 
water  and  weather  conditions  improve.  Soma  nice 
warm  rain  is  wanted.  I  can  only  hear  of  a  few 
small  pike  and  some  roach  being  taken  at  Rye 
House,  St.  Margaret's,  and  Hertford.  Last  week,  in 
the  private  water  of  the  West  Ham  Angling 
Society,  Field's  Weir,  Mr.  F.  Fitch  took  a  nice  chub 
of  41b.  3oz.  on  fine  roach  tackle  and  tight  line. — 
Iz.\AK  Walton. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon). — The  river  is  in  good 
condition  for  fishing,  and  if  the  weather  keeps  as  it 
is  there  should  be  some  good  sport. — Abthttb 

ROLPH. 

IiVLgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
noted  grayling  streams  are  now  running  clear.  The 
weather  has  changed  for  the  better,  and  grayling 
have  been  rising  at  midday  at  the  fiy.  Angling  has 
been  quiet,  only  a  few  having  ventured  out,  but  fair 
sport  has  been  had.— Gwynne. 

Nene  (Peterborough).— Excellent  sport  amongst 
the  pike  has  been  enjoyed  this  week,  the  conditions 
being  very  favourable.  The  best  catch  of  which  I 
have  heard  is  four  nice  ones  taken  by  Mr.  W.  Hiles, 
Peterborough,  near  the  Town  Bridge.  The  weights 
were  51b.,  61b.,  71b., and  lljlb.,the  latter  a  splendid 
pike.  There  have  also  been  some  good  takes  of 
roach,  many  up  to  a  pound  in  weight.  Circum- 
stances now  look  favourable  for  some  capital  sport, 
and  no  doubt  many  good  heavy  fish  will  be  taken. 
— E.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Terry). — Water  in  splendid 
condition  now  for  all  kinds  of  angling.  We  have 
been  doing  very  well  here  among  the  pike,  largest 
taken  during  the  week  in  this  reach  went  1 1  lb. 
Any  number  of  smaller  ones,  41b.,  6lb.,  and  61b 
One  gentleman  on  Feb.  4  had  nine  fish,  several  of 
which  he  returned. — A.  Scard. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — River  in  first-class  con- 
dition, and  well  worth  a  visit.  Pike  have  been 
feeding  very  freely,  although  nothing  exceptionally 
large  has  been  caught.  Mr.  Parmwell  has  had  a 
nice  fish  in  the  Brompton  waters  of  91b.  2  ozs. ;  Mr. 
Weyman,  four,  in  the  Godmanchester  waters;  and 
an  81b.  fish  has  been  taken  near  Hartford.  Prospects 
to-day  (Feb.  5)  are  very  bright. — Chas.  A.  Bryant. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — At  time  of  writing 
(Feb.  4)  the  river  is  in  splendid  condition  for  angling. 
On  Feb.  2,  when  the  Anglo-French  Piscatorials 
fished  a  competition  at  St.  Ives,  the  cold,  sharp 
snap  had  the  effect  of  putting  fish  entirely  ofi  the 
feed.  Several  members  fished  most  assiduously  for 
six  or  seven  hours,  but  results  were  poor.  Mrs. 
Reuben  Jacobs  captured  a  chub  of  21b.  loz.,  and 
Mr.  Fischer  a  roach  of  1  lb.  2oz.  and  a  small  jack. 
The  prospects  for  the  week-end  are  good.- — E. 
Collinson. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — Spert 
both  in  the  rivers  and  canal  has  fallen  oS  consider- 
ably in  the  past  week.  From  the  Ouse  Mr.  Tomson 
secured  a  brace  of  pike,  weighing  71b.  12oz.  and  41b. 
respectively.  Mr.  Bullock  captured  three  small 
fish  and  returned  them  to  the  water.  A  brace 
of  small  fish  were  taken  from  the  Cuckmere  by 
Mr.  Holmes.  Nine  anglers  visited  Barcombe  Mills 
on  Feb.  2  and  did  not  take  a  fish  among  them. 
Chichester  Canal  has  been  well  nigh  deserted.  A 
few  small  fi-h  have  been  captured  by  the  juveniles 
and  bait  fishermen,  but  the  pike  are  either  cleared 
out  or  quite  ofi  feed. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teuie  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  is  in  capital  order 
for  fishing.  The  weather  has  taken  up,  and  with 
cold  nights,  followed  by  bright  sunshiny  days,  the 
grayling  have  been  on  the  move,  and  have  been 
rising  at  the  fly  and  taking  the  maggot  well.  Pike 
have  been  feeding  at  live-bait,  and  sport  has  been 
good.  Fishing  at  the  end  of  last  week  with  maggot, 
grayling  from  1  lb.  to  |^lb.  each  were  landed  near 
Ludford.  On  Monday  some  nice  grayling  were 
taken  with  maggot,  scaling  ^Ib.  each.  With  fly, 
on  Tuesday,  three  brace  of  grayling  were  landed. 
Prospects  for  sport  good. — S.  Ludlow. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse 
etc.  (Yorks). — Angling  has  been  somewhat  qviiet 
during  the  last  few  days  and  sport  has  been  bad  for 
a  week  or  more  now  owing  to  the  very  high  winds 
which  have  prevailed  daily.  On  the  upper  waters 
of  the  Yore  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  they 
have  only  met  with  moderate  success.  At  the  time 
of  sending  this  report  there  is  a  foot  or  so  of  iresh 
water  running  down.  When  it  clears  and  the 
weather  moderates,  we  may  anticipate  an  improve- 
ment all  round.  Most  of  the  waters  are  closed 
for  grayling  fishing  on  the  Wharfe  —  namely, 
Burnsall  and  Ilkley  waters — from  Feb.  1.    Up  to 


that  date  there  have  been  very  few  anglers  out 
owing  to  the  unsettled  weather.  In  the  lower 
waters  there  has  been  practically  no  fishing  done. 
The  delegates  of  the  Leeds  Amalgamation  of  Anglers 
met  on  Jan.  30  to  elect  officers  for  the  year.  The 
polling  resulted  in  the  election  of  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  ; — President,  Mr.  J.  H.  R.  Bazley  ; 
vice-president,  Mr.  T.  Foxcroft ;  treasurer,  Mr.  F.  A. 
Redding ;  secretaries,  Messrs.  R.  Thornhill  and 
J.  N.  Green  ;  Roundhay  Park  committee,  Messrs. 
H.  Macdonald,  W.  Pattison,  A.  Coley,  W.  Oliver, 
T.  Reynolds,  J.  Horner,  J.  Foulds,  T.  Robinson, 
H.  Lascelles,  H.  Hudson,  A.  Miller,  H.  Lenty,  T. 
Kennedy,  T.  Ibbotson,  R.  Crabtree,  S.  Johnson, 
H.  Stott,  J.  Pindar,  W.  Thornton,  and  A.  Bray- 
shaw;'  railway  committee,  Messrs.  W.  Bairstow, 
T.  Grassham,  R.  Ramshaw,  G.  Emery,  T. 
Turner,  F.  Hudson,  W.  Harrison,  and  J.  Holt; 
finance  committee,  Messrs.  F.  Rumble,  A.  Wliitham, 
W.  Addison,  S.  Shepherd,  G.  Beckwith,  A.  Pilling, 
and  W.  Peck  ;  auditors,  Messrs.  T.  Robinson  and 
S.  Scatcherd.  The  Newtown  Trophy  Association 
held  their  first  concert  last  week  at  the  Foresters' 
Institute,  Leeds,  which  was  a  great  success,  and 
plenty  of  harmony  was  rendered  ;  the  room  was 
well  filled,  not  a  vacant  seat,  and  those  that  were 
there  thoroughly  enjoyed  the  musical  treat.  The 
following  gave  their  services  free : — Miss  Har- 
greaves,  Messrs.  Rumble,  Clough,  Fonnan,  Robin- 
son, Sykes,  Jackson, Wright,  Darby,  Dear,  Kitchen, 
Swithenbank,  Tomlinson,  Dunbar,-  and  others. 
The  committee  of  the  Foresters'  Institute  kindly 
lent  the  hall,  free,  to  the  Newtown  Trophy  Com- 
mittee. Prospects  for  the  week-end  are  better  and 
pike-fishers  should  have  fair  sport,  and  the  fish  are 
worth  catching,  and  grayling,  I  still  find,  are  in 
good  trim,  and  will  be  so  for  a  month  to  come  yet. 
The  atmo-pheric  conditions  are  at  pre  ent  keeping 
cold  and  changeab'e. — John  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
.  Beauly. — Rod  fishing  opens  on  the  Beauly  for 
salmon  on  Feb.  11.  There  is  an  abundance  of 
salmon  in  the  pools,  the  very  open  mild  winter 
causing  a  run  of  fresh  fish  into  "the  pools  as  early  as 
Jan.  1.  The  river  is  in  very  good  ply,  and  success 
is  freely  anticipated  on  the  opening  day.  Spawning 
seems  to  have  been  very  successful  along  the  whole 
reach  of  the  river,  and  good  sport  is  confidently 
anticipated  during  the  coming  season.  The 
hatchery  did  very  well,  everything  going  along 
very  successfully,  and  coming  quite  up  to  expec- 
tations.— A.  R. 

Helmsdale  and  Thurso. — Only  one  fish  was 
got  on  the  Helmsdale  last  week,  making  a  total  of 
seven  since  the  opening  date.  Mr.  W.  Miller  got 
one,  161b.,  on  No.  7  Beat  on  the  Thurso.  The 
rivers  were  too  high  for  angling  on  Jan.  27  and  28, 
and  when  they  got  into  decent  ply  the  weather  was 
far  too  stormy.  The  hills  have  often  been  covered 
with  snow,  but  we  did  not  get  our  first  fa'l  on  the 
low  ground  till  Jan.  30.  It  is  much  milder  to-day 
(Feb.  2),  and  if  it  would  only  keep  so  the  rivers 
would  fish  fairly  well. — ^Ultima  Thxtle. 

Loch  Tay  (Kenmore  Hotel). — On  Jan.  30, 
Major  Stringer,  one  salmon,  191b.,  and  on  Feb.  3, 
one,  171b.  On  Reserve  water,  on  Jan  30,  Balfour 
(keeper),  one,  IGlb.,  and  on  Feb.  1,  one,  201b.  The 
weather  and  wind  have  been  exceptionally  change- 
able, and  the  loch  was  too  stormy  for  boats  to  go 
out  on  Jan.  31. — P.  Cubrib. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— On  Jan.  28,  Mrs. 
Dudgeon,  London,  one  salmon,  181b.  On  Jan.  29, 
Captain  Davidson,  Dalmuir,  one,  191b.  On  Jan.  30, 
Mr.  J.  Carswell,  Yoker,  one,  141b.  On  Jan.  31,  Mr. 
A.  J.  Walters,  Ipswich,  one,  181b.  On  Feb.  1,  Mr. 
R.  Nightingale,  Ipswich,  one,  181b.  On  Feb.  3, 
Mr.  A.  J.  Walters,  one,  1 91b. ;  Mr.  R.  Nightingale, 
one,  301b.  On  Feb.  4,  Mr.  R.  Nightingale,  one,  201b.  ; 
Mr.  Dyson,  Ipswich,  one,  171b. — H.  J.  Knight. 

Lyon  (Fortingall  Hotel). — On  Jan.  28,  Mr. 
Philip  Geen,  Richmond,  had  two  salmon  weighing 
n^lb.  and  121b.,  and  Mr.  P.  Geen,  jun.,  Twickenham, 
had  one  of  191b.  Since  Jan.  29  a  spell  of  severe 
frost  set  in,  which  made  the  river  much  too  low, 
and  the  cold  snow  showers  affected  the  temperature 
of  the  water,  which  kept  the  fish  from  moving.  A 
thaw  has  now  set  in,  which  promises  better  sport. 
— R.  Stewart. 

North  of  Scotland.  —  Dee,  Don,  etc.  —  On 
Tuesday,  Feb.  11,  angling  will  commence  on  the 
bulk  of  the  Scotch  waters,  including  the  Dee,  Don, 
Deveron,  Spey,  etc.  The  North  and  South  Esks 
do  not  open  till  Feb.  15,  and  the  Ythan  and  L^gie 
till  Feb.  25,  but  for  all  practical  purposes  the  season 
will  be  in  full  swing  on  Tuesday.  The  netting 
stations  also  open  at  the  same  time,  and  for  some 
time  back  active  preparations  have  been  going  on  in 
view  of  a  start  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
The  prospects,  as  far  as  the  Dee  is  concerned,  are 
of  the  highest,  although  in  the  meantime  a  slight 
fall  of  snow  and  a  pretty  severe  frost  hold  sway 
over  the  landscape,  and  the  rivers  are  shrinking 
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Offers  you 

Absolutely  the  Best  Trout- 
Fishing  in  the  World. 


*^  Smoke 


SEASON— OCTOBER  to  APRIL. 

LICENSE  FEE,  £1, 


NEW  ZEALAND  has  THOUSANDS  OF  MILES  of  Trout 
Waters,  carrying  the  largest  Rainbow  and  Brown  Trout 
ever  seen,  many  scaling  up  to  20  lbs.  and  over. 

SPLENDID  SPORT  FROM  END  TO  END  OF  THE  COLONY. 


Magnificent  Fishing  in  the  Lakes  of  Rotorua  and  Taupo 
districts,  and  in  the  great  Snow-Rivers  of  the  South  Island. 


FISH-TAKES  for  the  SEASON  in  SPECIAL  DISTRICTS 

are  reckoned  by  the  TON.  In  1903-4  the  total  estimated 
catch  of  Rainbow  Trout  in  Lake  Rotorua  and  adjacent 
streams  and  lakes  was  about  25  tons  ;  in  1904-5  it  was 
over  30  tons;  in  1905-6  it  was  above  50  tons;  and  the 
fish  are  yearly  increasing. 


For  all  Particulars  as  to  Fishing,  Deer-stalking,  and  other  sport  in 
the  Colony,  apply  to 

The  High  Commissioner  for  New  Zealand, 

Westminster  Chambers,  13,  Victoria  St.,  London,  S.W., 

or  to  T.  E.  Donne,  General  Manager, 

N.Z.  Department  of  Tourist  aad  Health  Resorts, 

Wellington,  N.Z. 


Cable  Address:  "MAORILAND." 
Codes :  A  B  C  (4th  &  5th  EditioBs).  Western  Union,  and  Lleber's. 


COUNTRY  LIFE 


Cigarettes 


Manufactured  by  the  Proprietors  of 

"COUNTRY  LIFE"  SMOKING  MIXTURE, 

John  Player  and  Sons,  Nottingham. 


PURE  VIRGINIA  TOBACC  0 


£1/1 


FISHING.     FISHING.  FISHING, 

Gregson's  Complete  Outfits 
are  what  you  want. 

Our  Guinea  Fishingf  Outfit  is  a  marvel  for  the 

money,  including  a  10-ft.  Greenheai  t  Rod,  3  lengths,  with 
snake  rings  and  best  reel  fittings,  well  balanced  and  finished. 
One  superior  Reel  with  check  action ;  one  best  Silk 
Waterproof  Fishing  Line ;  I  doz.  3-yd.  Gut  Casts ;  1  doz. 
assorted  Flies  on  gut ;  one  Fishing  Bag,  and  a  good  Fly 
Book.      All  superior  quality,  and  sent  post  free  to  your 

door  for  the  sum  of  One  Guinea,. 
Also  Our  Bottom  Fishing  Outfit,  including  all 

you  want  for  the  season,  post  free,  Ten  Shillings. 

Our  Boy's  Fishing-  Outfit  is  a  splendid  offer  and 

a  most  suitable  present,  Five  Shillings,  complete. 

GREGSON  &  CO.,  59,  Penny  Street,  Blackburn. 


10/- 
5/- 


SALMON  FISHING. 

A  Ito.  FISH. 


Major  T.  writes  us  from  near  Ross,  Hereford,  April  24tb,  1907:— 

"  Please  send  four  more  of  yourWatchet  Baits,  and  please  repair  enclosed. 
I  enclose  you  piece  of  Spinning  Line  round  the  bos  (one  of  ours)  for  you  to  see 
what  I  killed  a  44  lb.  fish  on  yesterday." 


SALMON  SPINNING  RODS. 

WHOLE  CANE,  21/-,  25/-,  35/-  each. 
BEST  GREENHEART,  12  ft.  6  in.  to  14  ft.  6  in. 
Fitted  with  AGATE  RINGS,  42/-  to  50/-. 


OUR    SALMOlSr    SF»INNIlSrG  LINES 

are  unequalled  for  Strengrth  and  Reliability. 
No.  5.    100  yards,  18/6. 

TWISTED   IWIRE  TRACES, 

9d.  each ;  8/6  per  dozen. 


All  the  very  latest  Specialities  for  Salmon  Angling. 

NINE  GOLD,  SILVER,  AND  OTHER  AWARDS. 


OGDEN&SCOTFORD 

Pittville  Gates,  Cheltenhantm 
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accordingly.  With  a  fresh,  sport  will  be  bright 
well  into  the  upper  reaches.  Fish  were  on 
the  Aboyne  reaches  weeks  ago.  Mr.  George  Coats 
will  fish  the  Glentana,  Mr.  Heaven  the  Forest 
of  Birse,  Major  D.  F.  Davidson  the  Dess,  Messrs. 
Hare  and  King  the  Ballogie,  Mrs.  Pickering  the 
Ivincardine,  Captain  Quintin  Dick  the  Woodend, 
Lord  Penrhyn  the  Cairnton,  Mr.  Davidson  the 
Inchmarlo,  the  rods  at  the  Tor-na-coil  Hotel 
the  Crathes  Waters,  Mr.  Hay  Blackhall  Castle, 
Mr.  Mekin  Lower  Durris,  Mr.  Riviere  the  Park, 
and  IMr.  Chalmers  the  Culter  sections,  and 
Professor  Cash  the  Blairs,  with  Dr.'  Stewart's  guests 
on  the  Murtle.  The  Dee  will  be  fully  covered  from 
the  opening  day  onwards.  The  Don  is  meantime 
an  uncertain  quantity,  but  good  sport  is  expected 
on  the  Ythan  and  Ugie,  and  in  the  tidals  of  the 
Dee,  Don,  etc.,  with  the  finnock,  which  have  been 
strongly  in  evidence  for  some  time  back.  With  soft 
weather,  a  good  start  will  be  made  all  round. — G.  M. 

Tay. — Throughout  the  pa  t  week  the  weather 
has  continued  dry  and  mild.  The  river  h^s  now 
fallen  to  normal  level,  and  good  sport  is  still  being 
obtained.  The  net  fishing  opened  on  Feb.  5  under 
favom-able  conditions.  For  week  ending  Feb.  3  :  — 
Mr.  Graeme  Whitelaw  killed  one  fish  of  201b.  on 
Jan.  27,  and  one  of  191b.  on  Jan.  29  ;  Mrs.  Whitelaw, 
one  oi  191b.,  on  Jan.  29  ;  Mr.  Howe,  one  of  171b., 
on  Feb.  1 ;  while  Mr.  Whitelaw  took  one  of  261b.  on 
Delvine.  Mr.  Harry  Anderson,  on  Benchill  and 
Burnmouth  Catholes,  caught  one  fish  of  141b.  on 
Jan.  29,  two  of  171b.  and  181b.  on  Jan.  31,  and  one 
of  261b.  on  Feb.  1 ;  while  Mrs.  Anderson  took  one 
of  181b;  Miss  .Anderson,  one  of  141b.,  on  Feb.  3; 
and  Mr.  H.  Bell,  one  of  161b.  on  Jan.  30.  ]\Ir. 
Alex.  Heyder,  on  Stanley  water,  landed  one  fish  of 
131b.  on  Jan.  28,  one  of  161b.  on  Jan.  29,  one  of 
141b.  on  Jan.  30,  one  of  81b.  on  Feb.  1,  and  one  of 
171b.  on  Feb.  3.  Mr.  Ernest  Shand,  fishing  Scone 
upper  water,  had  one  of  171b.  on  Jan.  29,  one  of 
141b.  on  Jan.  30,  and  one  of  221b.  on  Feb.  3.  Mr. 
Coat's  boatman,  fishing  Redgorton  water,  killed 
three  fish  of  231b.,  151b.,  and  51b.;  while  on  the 
upper  reaches.  Captain  Black  caught  two  fish  of 
221b.  and  181b.  ;  and  the  boatmen  two  of  161b.  each 
on  Dunkeld  water.  Major  Scott  got  one  of  121b. 
on  Grandtully.  Captain  Buchanan  had  one  of 
21  lb.  on  Dalguise.  Mr.  Campbell  killed  one  of 
181b.  on  Cloichfoldich  ;  and  Mr.  Robertson  had  one 
of  141b.  on  Dercalick. — A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
The  spring  salmon  angling  on  the  Tweed  and  Teviot 
opened  on  Saturday  last.  The  weather,  though 
cold,  was  exceedingly  favourable  for  a  beginning, 
but  not  many  rods  were  out  on  the  rivers.  The 
only  fish  killed  that  came  under  my  notice  was  one 
killed  by  Mr.  J.  Cobrim,  millwright,  Kelso,  who,  on 
the  Nisbet  water  (the  Marquis  of  Lothian's),  killed  a 
very  fine  clean-run  salmon  of  101b.  weight.  Tickets 
for  fishing  the  Teviot  (granted  by  His  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Roxburghe)  have  not  yet  been  issued  to 
the  members  of  the  Kelso  Angling  Association  and 
others,  who  are  anxiously  awaiting  the  privilege, 
as  the  river  is  in  excellent  condition  for  fishing,  and 
it  is  also  known  that  there  is  a  fairly  good  stock  of 
fish  in  the  various  streams  and  pools.  I  am  sorry  to 
report  that  there  are  still  a  good  many  diseased  fish 
to  be  seen  in  both  rivers,  and  it  would  be  a  beneficial 
thing  if  we  had  a  good  flood  to  clear  them  away, 
and  allow  a  run  of  fresh  fish  to  the  upper  waters 

before    the    net    fishing    begins    on    Feb.  14.  

Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  season  opened  on 
the  Lagan  on  Feb.  1,  with  the  Dromore  reaches  in 
fine  order.  Several  city  anglers  were  out  from 
Dromore  to  Gill  Hall.  Mr.  Tom  Kilpatrick  killed 
a  brace  of  1  lb.  and  fib.,  and  a  local  man  had  four 
of  the  same  size,  all  on  the  March  Brown.  On 
other  local  waters  a  few  brace  of  trout  were  got 
since,  but  the  frosty  weather  has  been  against  sport. 
It  is  expected  that  the  stock  of  rainbows  in  Lough 
Mourne  will  be  increased  by  the  addition  of  a 
couple  of  thousand  of  two-year-olds  at  an  early 
date.  The  Water  Commissioners  are  contemplating 
the  taking  of  the  months  of  February  and  October 
off  the  open  season  on  their  waters. — J.  A.  B. 

Black-water  River  (co.  Cork). — Water  was  on 
the  high  side  for  the  opening.  As  yet  few  reports 
have  come  in  as  to  the  number  of  salmon  taken. 
On  the  Ballyduff  water,  the  fisherman  landed  five 
on  the  first  two  days,  181b.,  161b.,  111b.,  91b.,  and 
81b.  ;  on  the  Ballynaroon  water  Mr.  J.  W.  Logan 
had  one  on  Feb.  1. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Bixndrowes  (co.  Doneg'al). — Angling  opened  on 
this  river  on  Feb.  1,  and  the  weather  became  more 
settled  towards  the  end  of  the  past  week,  and  on 
Feb.  1  Captain  C.  J.  Singleton's  keeper  (T.  Gilroy) 
landed  the  first  salmon  of  tho  season,  a  beauty, 
fresh-run,  weighing  111b.  A  number  of  kelts  were 
landed  also  and  returned  1o  the  ri  er.  During  the 
past  week  kelts  were  passing  down  the  river  in 
large  numbers  to  the  sea.    At  present  the  river  is 


very  full,  but  should  the  present  weather  continue, 
the  river  will  be  in  fine  fishing  ply  in  a  few  days — ■ 
M.  RoG.\isr  AND  Sons. 

Caragh  River  (Glencar). — Excellent]  reports 
are  to  hand.  River  in  splendid  order  and  plenty 
of  salmon.  On  the  Hotel  water  Colonel  Rahilly 
landed  four  of  8Hb.,  91b.,  9ilb.  and:9ilb.,  and  Mr. 
McGillycuddy  one  of  81b.  on  the  opening  day 
(Feb.  1). — W.  Hayne-s  and  Son. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork). — This  river  opened  on 
Feb.  1  under  most  favourable  circumstances  as 
regards  weather.  A  good  number  of  anglers  were 
out  on  the  various  beats.  A  great  number  of  kelts 
are  still  in  the  river,  and  a  "good  flood  would  be 
most  beneficial  to  clear  them  out.  On  the  Fargus 
water,  on  the  opening  day,  Lievit.-Col.  Curtis  had 
one  salmon  of  101b.,  and  Mr.  S.  HajTies  one  of  101b. 
On  Mashonaglass,  Mr.  H.  Avisten,  B.L.,  one,  ISlb. 
On  Rooves  water,  Mr.  M.  Lyons,  one,  91b.  On 
Carbery  water.  Captain  Mackenzie,  one,  91b.  On  the 
Powdermills  water.  Dr.  Sandiford,  two,  6|lb.  and 
81b.,  and  Mr.  J.  Pike,  D.L.,  one,  91b.  On  the 
Carrigrohane  Fishery,  Mr.  F.  H.  Bass,  one,  81b.  On 
Innislinga  Abbey  water.  Captain  Fitzwilliams,  one. 
— W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Iiough  Currane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). 
— Angling  opened  here  on  Feb.  1  under  favourable 
weather  conditions.  The  lake,  however,  was  far  too 
high  to  give  the  best  chances  of  sport.  On  Feb.  1, 
Mr.  E.  B.  Tranfield,  one  salmon,  121b.  ;  Con  Currane, 
two,  11  lb.  and  101b.  ;  Michael  Kelly,  two  ;  Jolm  J. 
Sullivan,  two,  91b.  each ;  and  Maurice  Sugrue,  one 
121b.  On  Feb.  2,  John  T.  Sullivan,  one,  lOJlb. 
The  outlook,  on  the  whole,  is  good.  All  the  fish 
mentioned  above  were  had  by  trolling  artificial 
baits.— T.  J.  D. 

Moy  (Loughs  Conn  and  CuUen,  Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — .-\ngling  for  salmon  and  trout  opened  here 
on  Feb.  1,  and  the  weather  and  water  in  splendid 
order  for  angling.  A  few  spring  salmon  were  seen 
in  the  Weir  pool.  Trout  anglers  enjoyed  grand 
sport  on  the  opening  day,  some  getting  as  many 
as  eighteen,  averaging  fib.  The  past  spawning 
season  was  a  record  one,  for  no  poaching  went 
on  worth  talking  about,  and  by  the  large  number 
of  kelts  to  be  seen  in  the  small  rivers  a  very 
good  spawning  season  must  have  passed.  Lough 
Conn  is  a  bit  too  high  for  fishing  yet,  but  plenty  of 
salmon  have  gone  in. — Pat  He.\ens. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The  season  opened 
here  on  Feb.  1,  with  water  in  pretty  good  order  and 
weather  mild.  On  Hermitage,  Capt.  S.  C.  Vansittart 
killed  two  salmon,  451b.  and  291b.  On  Prospect  the 
fishermen  killed  one  salmon,  301b.  Present  appear- 
ances give  a  hopeful  outlook  for  the  angler.  Mr. 
Vansittart's  451b.  fish  measured  48in.  in  length  and 
27in.  in  girth. — J.  Eneight  and  Son. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Though  the  water  has  been 
extremely  thick  throughout  the  whole  of  the  present 
week,  several  anglers  have  plied  their  rods  for 
many  hours  daily  with  stoical  persistency,  and  in 
a  few  instances  they  have  met  with  a  fair  measure 
of  success.  Small  codling  have  at  all  times  formed 
the  majority  of  the  catches,  and  the  few  dabs  taken 
have  been  much  smaller  than  those  of  the  preceding 
week.  The  only  three  anglers  present  on  Feb.  2  were 
Mr.  A.  J.  Stait,  Mr.  S.  Coke,  and  Mr.  SuUie  Smith, 
and  the  whole  day's  catch  only  amoimted  to  six 
codling  and  one  small  whiting.  On  Feb.  3  Mr. 
Band,  Mr.  R.  P.  Richardson,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  J. 
Jewe  1,  Mr.  Pocklington,  and  Mr.  Goodwin  joined 
forces  with  the  above,  and  fishing  proved  fairly 
good,  Mr.  Stait;andMr.  Coke,  who  left  for  town  in  the 
afternoon,  being  more  than  satisfied  with  their  bag 
of  half  a  score  of  codling.  Mr.  Wills  joined  the  above- 
named  on  Feb.  4,  and  though  a  remarkably  high 
tide  submerged  the  fishing  deck  for  some  hours, 
general  re  tdts  were  fairly  satisfactory,  the  best  two 
fish  of  the  day  falling  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Moore. 
Mr.  R.  P.  Richardson  took  four  codling  early  on 
Feb.  5,  and  a  few  small  fish  of  various  kinds  were 
taken  in  the  course  of  the  day,  the  only  newcomer 
being  Mr.  Argles. — J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — The  weather  as  I  am  writing  is  quite 
springlike,  and  fishermen  are  on  the  move.  Smelt 
are  occupying  their  attention  just  at  present,  and 
they  are  very  fine,  several  dozens  per  rod  in  a  few 
hours  is  the  average,  and  although  it  is  rather  cold 
yet  many  are  on  the  piers  daily.  Some  very  fine 
mullet  are  being  caught  in  the  Hamoaze  and  off  the 
dockyard ;  they  are  running  very  large,  and  they 
require  very  careful  handling  as  the  gear  is  light 
and  the  hooks  small.  The  pollack  are  not  so 
plentiful  this  week  as  last,  but  if  you  can  get  out- 
side they  run  big.  Bass  are  still  to  be  had  at  the 
Iron  Bridge  at  Laira,  and  run  a  fair  size.  The  list 
of  edible  fish  for  this  month  includes  atherine,  smelt, 
sprat,  anchovy,  ling,  whiting,  pouting,  dab, 
mackerel,  eel,  tub,  piper,  red  gurnard,  trout, 
salmon,  and  all  shellfish. — William  Heardee. 


J^ssocitttions,  etc. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

A  very  successful  netting  of  a  part  of  a  private 
water,  near  Harefield,  took  place  last  Sunday,  when 
some  hundreds  of  first-class  fish  were  taken,  and 
transferred  to  the  Rickmansworth  section  of  the 
Society's  fisheries;  scores  of  roach  over  1  lb.  each, 
large  bream,  pike,  perch,  chub,  and  dace — in  fact,  a 
lovely  lot.  Mr.  George  Geen,  our  president,  took 
a  very  active  part  in  the  proceedings,  it  being  some 
little  compensation  for  the  Serpentine  disappoint- 
ment. By  the  kind  permission  of  the  owner, 
another  netting  will  be  made  on  Feb.  9  in  the  other 
portion  of  the  water,  which  we  hope  will  prove 
equally  successtul.  Members  will  therefore  note 
that  the  club  outing  fixed  for  that  date  will  be 
postponed  imtil  Feb.  16.  Mr.  Goble  has  weighed 
in  from  the  Thames  six  fine  roach,  weighing  81b., 
best,  1  lb.  lloz.,  and  Mr.  Worrall  perch  from  Hare- 
field.— H.  W.  S. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

A  capital  meeting  was  held  at  Mason's  Hall  on 
Tuesday,  Feb.  4,  Mr.  David  Isaacs  genially  presiding. 
Fishing  reports  were  fairly  numerous,  but  some- 
what unsatisfactory  ;  however,  a  fine  tray  of  five 
heavy  chub  and  a  handsome  pike  (from  Maple- 
durham)  was  exhibited  by  Mr.  E.  W.  Cox,  Mr.  Frost 
White  also  reporting  roach  from  Hampton.  Mr. 
C.  Salisbury  was  thanked  for  presenting  ^  ome  nice 
photographs  for  the  society's  album.  The  annual 
report  to  be  presented  on  Feb.  1 8  is  expected  to  be 
very  satisfactory,  and,  as  might  be  anticipated, 
there  were  several  applications  for  particulars  of  the 
society  from  gentlemen  wishing  to  become  members. 
On  Tuesday  next  there  will  be  a  pike  and  perch 
competition— any  water,  under  usual  C.L.P.S.  con- 
ditions. Competition  medal  offered  for  best  single 
pike,  also  for  best  three  perch.  The  toast  of  "  The 
Successful  Angler"  (Mr.  E.  W.  Cox)  having  been 
duly  honoured,  also  that  of  the  C.L.P.S.,  a  cordial 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  concluded  the 
proceedings. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  C.  F.  F.  Buckingham  quickly  disposed  of  the 
business  in  committee  on  Tuesday  last,  in  order 
that  time  might  be  given  to  the  reading  of  Mr. 
Martin's  paper,  "Random  Recollections  of  the 
Lo  wer  Trent."  There  was  a  well-filled  room  when 
Mr.  Spaull,  the  chairman,  welcomed  the  numerous 
visitors,  and  Mr.  Martin  commenced  his  paper.  From 
the  first  it  was  evident  that  another  treat  was  in 
store  for  those  who  were  fortunate  enough  to  be 
present,  and  the  sequel  showed  this  forecast  to  be 
true,  for,  as  "Dragnet"  said  later  on,  "We  have 
been  fishing,"  so  complete  were  the  scenes  portrayed. 
Mr.  Martia  gave  us  an  account  of  his  early  days — • 
and  hard  they  were  —  and  showed  us  how  a 
bargeman  initiated  him  into  the  mysteries  of 
nature  and  gave  him  his  first  lessons  in  angling. 
Mr.  Martin's  descriptions  of  Fenland  were  perfect 
word-pictures  of  that,  to  him,  attractive  region — - 
one  saw  the  scanes.  Barbel  fishing,  baits,  tackle, 
etc.,  were  gone  into  thoroughly,  and  it  was 
evident,  from  the  numerous  captures  Mr.  Martin 
has  made,  that  what  he  does  not  know  of 
barbeling  is  not  worth  knowing.  Mr.  Spaull 
thanked  Mr.  Martin  for  his  paper,  and  this  proposi- 
tion, on  being  seconded  by  "  Dragnet,"  was  carried 
with  acclaim.  Mr.  Stirling,  of  the  Clapton  Waltonian 
A.S.,  thanked  the  society  for  their  kind  invitations 
to  the  visitors,  and  with  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  chairman  for  his  genial  conduct  in  the  chair  a 
delightful  evening  terminated.  There  will  be  a 
paper  read  by  Mr.  Turner  on  Feb.  18,  to  which 
visitors  are  cordially  welcomed. — Hon.  Sec. 

Lord  Leigh  Angling  Association. 
Messrs.  J.  Payne  and  W.  Penfold,  fishing  in 
private  waters  on  Thursday,  Jan.  30,  captured 
91JIb.  of  pike— largest,  171b.  On  Feb.  1,  Mr.  T. 
Kenning  took  one  of  llflb.  from  club  waters. — W. 
Gallois. 

Lychnobite  Angling  Society. 
An  ordinary  general  meeting  will  be  held  at  the 
Ben  Jonson,  Shoe-lane,  on  Saturday  evening, 
Feb.  8,  at  7.30,  when  members  are  urgently 
requested  to  attend,  as  some  important  business 
will  be  transacted. — -W.  J.  Povey. 


The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's  Cabinet  of  Devices,  or  How  to 
Tie  Trout  and  Grayling  Flies.— Can  be  had  post  free  for  2/8 
in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan'a 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London.  Second  Edition.  By  H.  G. 
McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "The  best  book  ever  written 
on  the  subject."— Fishing  Gazette. 
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SAVE  THE  CAST 


by  carrying  with  you,  and  using 
this  ingenious 

FLY  &  CAST  RELEASER. 


Will  save  you  many  a  good  cast  of  Flies,  and  is  cheaper  than  using 
fresh  Cast  and  Flies. 
Fitted  in  i:iea,tliex>  Ca,se,  2/- 
H  P  N  R  Y  \A/  U I TT V  ^^^^  Manufacturer, 

niLliril  VVril  I  I  I J  15,  Basnett  street,  Liverpool. 

Established  1819. 


It  Smooths  the  Rugged  Path  of  Life. 

One  Trial  will  tell  more  than  we  can  say  of  its 
qualities  as  a  Pipe  Tobacco. 

Xortoi{se-sKell 


Mild,  5d.  per  oz. 
Medium,  5d.  per  oz. 
Popular,  4id.  per  oz. 


Mixttire 

/ 


W.  A.  &  A.  C.  CHURCHMAN, 

Branch  of  the  Imperial  Tobacco  Co.  (of  Gt.  Britain  and 
Ireland)  Ltd.,  Ipswich. 


THE 


WYE  VALLEY  TROUT  FARM 

Nr.  MONMOUTH, 

can  .  again  supply  any  quantity  of  their  famous  BROWN  TROUT  and  LOCH 
LEVENS,  any  size  from  3  in.  to  10  in.  long ;  also  RAINBOWS,  NATURAL  FOOD, 
WATER  PLANTS,  and  all  Fisheby  Appaeatus  supplied.  Expert  advice  re 
stocking.     Excellent  accommodation  for  pupils.     Apply  the  Manages. 


PERCH 


THE  EARL   OF  DENBIGH'S  FISHERIES,  HOLYWELL 


END  OF  SEASON 

Clearance  Sale 


About  350  SMALL  PIKE. 
600  BROWN  TROUT,  6  and  7 

AND  ABOUT 


ins. 


50,000  FULLY  EYED  BROWN 
TROUT  OVA,  for  sale  cheap. 


Apply, 

FARIO  FISHERY,  HARRIETSHAM,  KENT. 

A  few  more  orders  can  be  taken 
■for  Rainbow  Ova. 


INVERNESS-SHIRE. 

TO  LET. 

2  public,  4  bedrooms,  dressing-room  (bed), 
servants'  accommodation  [h.  &  c),  Fish- 
ing on  Loch  Ruthven,  best  trout  loch  in- 
Scotland,  and  river,  1st  April  to  end  of 
September,  or  monthly.  —  Speedys 
Shootmg  Agents,  Edinburgh.  ' 

DLEOBURY  NORTH  FISHERY 

SHROPSHIRE. 

Proprietor— E.  S.  Hamilton-Russell 
Brown,  Looh  Leven,  Rainbow  Trout 

for  Autumn  and  Winter  delivery. 
Apply  E.  S.  Hamilton-Russkll,  Gleobury 
North  Fishery,  Bridgnorth. 


FISHING  TO  LET. 

COUNTY  CORK,^  IRELAND. 
VICTORIA  HOTEL, 

MACROOM,   Co.  CORK. 

About  2  miles  of  the  best  Salmon 
i  ishmg  on  the  river  Lee  (preserved)  TO 
LET,  by  week  or  month.— Apply,  Noba 
MuBPHY,  Proprietress. 


CHOICE  TROUT  OVA 

from  practically  WILD  FISH,  all  varieties,  at 
coiDpetitive  prices. 

^^^TWn^^^Yi\.W^^  RAINBOW 
TWO-YEAR-OLDS  up  to  10  Inches. 

Yearlmgs,  all  varieties.    Write  for  prices  Safe 

delivery  guaranteed. 

THE  OAKENCLOUCH  FISHERY, 

GARSTANG.  LANCS. 


THIS 

Indian  Sporring  Cinies* 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST,  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

Circulates  throushout  India,  C'evlon 
Bhrsiah,  and  Assam. 
The  Only  XUustrated  Sporting  Paper  in  the  East, 
Covers  every  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  coiv 

tains  the  latest  Home  Sporting  News 
FORIJS  A  UNIQUE  ADVEKTISING  MEDIUM 

FOR  SPORTING  GOODS,  &c. 
Published  every  Sunday.    Subscription,  16s  per 

annum.   Single  copies,  5cl.  ;  post  free,  7d. 
Printed  and  Published  at  Times  of  India  Press 
Bombay.  ' 
London  Office :  11,  Whitefriars  St.,  Fleet  St.,  E.C. 


Sale 


YOU  may  see  but  half— 
the  sun  is  still  the  sun. 
When  you  pay  but  half— 
the  Burberry  still  is  Burberry. 


BURBERRY  PROOFS 


HALF  PRICE 
During  FEBRUARY. 

Including  amongKt  many  others 

the  followin;;  :— 
WB.ual  SALE 
Price-  PRICE. 
63  -  Urbitor  Top-Coats  31  6 
105/-  Burberry  Sporting  Suits  52  6 
42/-  Riding  Breeches  21/- 
63/-  Burberry-Proof  Slip-ons  45  - 
168/-  Viator  Top-Coats  84/- 
168/-  Burberry  Gowns  84/- 
,05/.    Burberry^Coats  for  g^/g 

84/-  Burberry  Skirts  31  6  &  42  - 

Also  a  large  selection  of  Hats  and 
Caps  at  greatly  reduced  prices. 

Full.  Lint, Ladiei  and  Gentlemen  x. 
On  apjdicatif/n. 


BURBERRYS,  30  to  33,  Haymarket,  LONDON. 


GRANT'S  MORELLA 

CHERRY  BRANDY 

A  most  Delicious  Liqueup. 

It  is  in  great  request  for  the  flask  by  Hunting  Men  and  Anglers.  Most 
comforting  in  damp  and  chilly  weather 

Nice  With  Lemonade  or  Soda  Water.   Sold  by  Wine  Merchants  and  at  Restaurants. 


THE  MIDLAND  FISHERY 

Established  ,883      ''^"-^^ORTH,    GLOUCESTERSHIRE.  ' 

REMOVED   FROM    MALVERN  WELLS 

TROUT   FOR  STOCKING. 

Natural  and  Artificial  Foods  Fishery  Nets,  &c.    For  Price  List  (pamphlet)  with 
 hmts  on  Stocking,  apply  WALTER  BAILY.  '' 


J.  E.MILLER 

NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  DEPOT, 

19,  New  Station  Street, 


Stocktaking  Sale 


NOW  ON. 


per  cent. 

Dupingr  Febpuapy  Only 

CATALOGUES  FREE. 

ALL  GOODS  GUARANTEED  PERFECT. 

Money  Returned  if  not  Approved  of. 
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BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


On  Jan.  23,  Mr.  J.  Wrench  Towse,  in  his  paper  on 
"  Shellfish  and  its  Present-Day  Surroundings,"  care- 
fully abstained  from  dealing  with  the  mollusc  as  a 
whole  in  view  of  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin's  promised  paper 
on  "Molluscs  and  Crustaceans." 

This  was  laid  before  the  Society  on  Wednesdaj' 
last  (Feb.  5)  in  Mr.  Minchin's  well-known  scholarly 
.  and  exhaustive  mamier.  He  was  fortunate  in  obtain- 
ing the  willing  assistance  of  skilled  photographers 
and  slide  preparers,  of  which  there  are  now  not  a 
few  in  the  ranks  of  the  members,  spurred  on  as 
they  have  been  for  some  years  by  their  doyen 
and  of ttime  master,  Mr.  Charles  Hussey,  of  Deal.who 
contributed  some  very  perfect  illustrations  for  use 
on  the  screen.  But  the  hard  work  had  fallen  to 
Mr.  J.  H,  Boyton  and  to  Mr.  F.  Waller,  who  had 
been  some  six  months  occupied  in  obtaining 
his  subjects  and  photographing  them,  many 
from  the  hfe.  The  services  of  these  gentle- 
men were  much  valued  by  all  present,  and  thanks 
were  expressed  in  very  audible  manner.  Of  the 
Cephalopods  they  have  been  unable  to  secure  sitters, 
but  here  ]Mr.  Martin  Duncan  came  to  the  rescue  by 
giving  Mr.  Minchin  the  size  of  the  unique  slides  he 
had  prepared  from  the  Ufe  after  many  months  of 
watching  and  waiting  to  illustrate  his  new  book 
upon  the  wonders  of  ocean  life. 

Mr.  George  Read  Clarke  occupied  the  chair,  but 
having  to  leave  in  the  course  of  the  evening  was 
replaced  by  Mr.  Hubert  Bass. 

After  some  very  beautiful  pictures  of  the  mackerel, 
herring,  sprat,  and  whitebait  had  been  shown  on 
the  screen,  a  table  of  the  mollusc  family  supplied 
Mr.  Minchin  with  his  first  subject.  This  was,  as  he 
proceeded,  succeeded  by  some  twenty-five  slides 
illustrating  the  various  members  of  the  family  as 
thoy  were  described.  So  numerous  were  they 
that  Mr.  Minchin  had  to  confine  himself  to  what 
he  was  modest  enough  to  call  a  few  random 
notes  upon  the  members  of  most  interest  to  the  sea 
fisherman,  either  as  bait  or  as  familiar  studies  while 
piursuing  his  sport — choosing  the  bivalves  {lamelli- 
branchice)  univalves  (gasteropods)  and  cuttles  (Ccp/ia- 
lopods).  The  name  Mollusc  defines  the  soft  fleshy  body 
protected  by  a  hard  box  of  hme,  mostly  all  over,  but 
in  some  species  only  partly  protecting  the  body  ;  in 
the  garden  slug  it  is  rudimentary  or  wholly  absent. 
This  shell  is  formed  by  a  secretion  from  the  mantle 
or  envelope  of  the  animal,  and  as  the  larger  growth 
takes  place  round  the  edge,  it  is  not,  as  with 
the  crustaceans,  got  rid  of  and  renewed  when  growth 
takes  place.  They  are  mostly  bivalves  or  mii valves, 
the  former  having  the  shell  in  two  lobes  jointed 
together  like  the  cover  of  a  book,  such  as  the 
mussel,  their  gills  are  in  a  thin  leaf-like  plate. 
The  one  shell  of  the  univalve  is  generally 
twisted  or  whorled  to  accommodate  the  shape  and 
growth  of  the  animal.  Take  the  periwinkle  or 
winkle  of  commerce  as  an  instance.  They  take  their 
name  of  gasteropods,  because  their  -'foot,"  or 
walking  apparatus,  is  on  their  belly,  and  are  of  a 
higher  organism  than  the  bivalves,  none  of  whom 
have  even  eyes.  Many  of  them  cannot  move 
from  the  one  spot  on  which  they  have 
been  deposited — the  oyster,  to  wit.  The  details 
of  the  organisms,  their  mode  of  locomotion 
and  feeding  were  given  in  a  detail  impossible  to 
reproduce  here,  but  replete  with  full  instruction — a 
remarkable  instance  of  progression  being,  however, 
given  in  the  escallop  and  an  Australian  shellfish 
(lima),  who  swim  very  fast  by  flapping  their  valves 
very  rapidly. 

But  the  sea-fisherman  thinks  of  his  bait ;  here 
shellfish  are  of  special  interest,  common  and  easily 
obtainable  on  rocks  or  beach.  They  compose 
almost  the  entire  diet  of  some  species,  such  as  the 
plaice  in  deep  water.  The  mussel  should  re- 
ceive a  considerable  knock  to  open  the  shell 
without  tearing  the  body.  Pass  the  hook 
through  the  bit  of  white  muscle  which  held 
the  shell  together  and  through  the  fleshy  part 
of  the  body,  then  bury  the  barb  in  the  black-tipped 
foot,  or  it  may  be  tied  on  to  the  hook  with  worsted. 
Good  for  cod,  whiting,  haddock,  gurnard,  plaice, 
and  bream.  For  cod  use  two  on  each  hook.  Open 
cockles  by  pouring  boiUng  water  on  them.  Plaice, 
dab,  gurnard,  and  whiting  will  take  them.  The 
long  thick  and  tough  siphon  of  the  mya,  lound  in 
places  where  there  is  a  mixture  of  pebbles  and  sand, 
is  excellent  for  large  plaice  and  for  cod.  Tn  America 
it  is  ca.led  the  soft  clam. 

The  razor  tish  [Solen  siliqua)  is  the  straight  one ; 
Solea  ensis  is  smaller  and  curved  like  a  sabre,  more 
luscious  and  softer,  and  therefore  the  better  bait. 
It  is  taken  greedily  by  plaice,  haddock,  whiting, 
gurnard,  and  cod.  It  is  found  on  sandy  beaches. 
Escallop  is  handy  as  it  can  be  kept  fresh  for  some 
time,  andj  being  ^large  can  be_^  cut  into  several 


baits,  and  suits  most  of  the  common  kinds  of  fish. 

Of  the  one  -  shelled  molluscs,  the  univalve 
perhaps  the  limpet  is  most  common.  It  is  taken 
by  plaice,  gurnard,  and  sometimes  cod,  and  is  the 
best  bait  for  bream.  Being  rather  hard,  they 
require  beating  or  chewing  before  use  as  bait. 
W  helks  are  taken  by  large  plaice  and  by  cod ;  the 
head  and  forepart  of  the  body  are  tough,  and  may 
be  cut  away. 

The  ear  shell  (Heliotis  tuherculata)  is  much  used 
for  bait  in  the  Channel  Islands,  is  very  good  for 
bream,  being  tough,  and  is  good  also  for  plaice, 
giurnard,  and  weever. 

There  remain  the  cephalopods  whose  arms  grow 
out  from  the  margin  surrounding  the  head.  It  is 
ditiicult  to  settle  how  large  a  portion  of  the  diet  of 
fish  they  supply,  being  so  quickly  digested  they 
cannot  be  identified  in  the  fish's  stomach,  but  it 
must  be  enormous.  All  the  British  species  are  good 
for  bait.  The  cuttle  proper  or  sepia  (Hepiola 
officinalis)  has  a  roimdish  goiird-shaped  body,  two 
long  tentacles  and  light  shorter  ones,  and  in 
the  Mediterranean,  oddly  enough,  tamed  and 
made  to  yield  their  ink  at  intervals  into 
a  basin,  the  article  of  commerce  called  sepia. 
The  calamary  or  squid  resembles  the  cuttle, 
except  that  its  shape  is  that  of  a  long  flattened 
cylinder  with  a  winged  sheath.  The  body  of  the 
octopus  is  nearly  globular,  like  a  cocoanut,  with 
eight  long  arms,  all  equal,  furnished  with  sucker 
discs,  with  which  they  take  very  firm  hold.  Though 
very  destructive  to  lobsters  and  fish,  it  is  said  that 
in  seasons  when  there  is  an  octopus  in  every  pool 
prawns  are  also  plentiful.  They  have  all  a  kind  of 
rudimentary  s.veleton. 

As  a  bait  they  are  all  useful,  the  heads  of  cuttle 
and  squid  bemg  the  best  of  all  baits  for  conger. 
The  other  parts  of  the  body  should  be  well  ham- 
mered before  using,  for  conger  like  their  meat 
tender.  Slips  irom  the  body  and  arms  are  good 
baits  for  cod,  haddock,  pollack,  and  coalfish,  but 
should  be  used  fresh. 

The  portion  of  the  lecture  devoted  to  crustaceans 
was  very  full,  and  may  form  the  subject  of  a  fmrther 
notice. 

Thanks  were  accorded  to  lecturer,  chairman,  and 
the  slide  makers,  and  to  Mr.  Boyton  for  his  lossil 
collection  and  donation  of  the  published  record  of 
the  Vhallenger^a  expedition  and  a  work  on 
conchology. 

On  Wednesday  Mr.  G.  F.  Aflalo  will  open  a 
di^cutsion  on  Angling  Competitions  and  Prizes.  On 
Feb.  26  the  annual  meeting,  and  on  March  11  the 
dinner  at  the  Cecil. — H.  P. 


FISH  ATTACKING  BIRDS.* 

Some  little  time  ago  I  read  a  note  regarding  fish 
attacking  birds.  I  have  often  heard  (Irorp  trust- 
worthy sources)  of  "some  sort  of  a  big  fish  "  seiz- 
ing s3a-fowl  by  the  legs  and  pulling  them  under. 
Once,  walking  by  the  lake  in  Kew  Gardens,  I  saw 
a  punt  with  two  men  in  it,  employed  in  a  very 
mysterious  way.  On  inquiry,  1  lound  that  they 
were  rowing  over  the  water  in  their  erratic  fashion 
catching  eels.  A  gardener  told  me  the  eels  had 
somehow  got  into  the  artificial  lake,  and  were 
aevouring  all  the  young  ''fancy"  ducks.  He  said 
that  the  eels  caught  the  little  ducks  by  the  legs 
and  pulled  them  under  to  be  devoured.  He  could 
not  tell  me  what  sort  of  eel  it  was,  and  seeing  there 
are  over  twenty  sorts,  it  would  be  interesting  to 
know  which  kind  it  was  that  had  been  so  slyly 
introduced  into  the  lovely  lake  at  Kew.  Might  it 
be  lamprey  or  hag  ? — J.  M.  E.  S. 


About  thirty  years  ago,  when  I  was  a  boy,  I  was 
out  in  a  boat  on  the  Cromarty  Firth,  and  chanced 
to  come  upon  a  living  wild  duck,  with  body  half 
submerged,  head  and  neck  erect,  and  breast  above 
water,  as  if  entangled  by  the  feet.  I  rowed  to 
the  duck,  grasped  it  by  the  neck,  and  on  lifting  it 
out  of  the  water  I  found  it  was  in  the  jaws  of  an 
ugly-looking  fish  with  a  big  head  and  a  wide 
mouth,  such  as  I  had  occasionally  seen  washed 
ashore  after  a  severe  storm,  and  which,  twenty 
years  afterwards,  in  going  through  the  Royal 
tScottish  Museum  in  Chambers-street,  Edinburgh, 
I  fotmd  to  be  a  fish  called  the  angler,  also  called 
the  fishing-lrog  and  sea-devil.  When  I  lifted 
the  duck  out  of  the  water,  the  fish,  finding  itself 
getting  out  of  its  element,  let  go.  The  duck,  a 
widgeon,  did  not  appear  to  be  a  feather  the  worse 
when  i  rescued  it  from  the  jaws  of  the  sea-devil. 
It  would  appear  that  the  anglers  seize  hold  of  the 
ducks  while  ihey  are  swimming  about,  or,  perhaps, 
when  they  are  diving,  and  then  swallow  them  whole 
by  a  process  of  suction.—R.  F. 


*  From  the  Scotsman' a  interesting  "  Nature 
Notes  "  Column. 


CARDIFF  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  above  society  was 
held  at  the  Angel  Hotel,  Cardiff,  on  Friday  evening, 
Jan.  31.  Professor  Harold  Littledale,  M.A., 
presided. 

The  principal  business  before  the  meeting  was 
the  considering  ef  some  alterations  to  the  rules 
affecting  the  interests  of  the  society.  The  main 
proposal  was  to  the  effect  that  the  business  of  the 
society  shall  be  conducted  by  a  management  com- 
mittee of  six  members  and  the  honorary  secretary, 
who  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  at  the  annual  general 
meeting,  three  members  of  such  committee  to  form 
a  quorum.  This  proposal  means  that  in  future  the 
president,  vice-president,  hon.  treasurer  and  hon. 
auditor  will  not  be  ex  officio  members  of  the  com- 
mittee, but  are  eligible  for  election  on  the  manage- 
ment committee. 

Professor  Harold  Littledale  was  unanimously 
elected  president  for  the  ensuing  year.  Fourteen 
vice-presidents  were  elected,  Mr.  G.  W.  Lunt  was 
re-elected  hon.  sec,  Mr.  T.  J.  Williams  hon.  auditor, 
and  Mr.  H.  E.  Salmon  hon.  treasurer.  The  follow- 
ing were  elected  members  of  the  management  com- 
mittee : — Messrs.  P.  Handley,  C.  W.  Nicholls, 
M.  A.  Wright,  H.  E.  Salmon,  E.  Jacob,  and  V\'.  E. 
Buckle,  and  G.  M.  Lunt,  hon.  sec.  The  annual 
report  and  balance-sheet  were  of  a  mo  t  satisfactory 
nature.  The  membership  of  the  club  is  larger  than 
ever  before,  and  the  credit  balance  at  the  bank  has 
been  materially  mcreased  during  the  past  year. 
The  annual  dinner  will  ba  held  at  the  Angel  Hotel 
on  Feb.  28.  Several  new  members  were  elected, 
and  the  proceedings  closed  with  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chairman,  who,  in  acknowledging  it, 
said  that  he  had  accepted  office  with  the  intention 
of  taking  a  warm  personal  interest  in  the  doings  of 
the  society. 


EARTH-WORM  ATTACKED  BY  A 
CENTIPEDE. 


An  odd  incident  which  came  under  my  notice 
causes  mo  to  think  that  the  centipede  feeds  upon 
the  blood  or  juices  of  the  earth-worm.  One  after- 
noon when  sitting  on  a  garden-chair  I  observed  a 
middle-sized  earth-worm  come  out  from  amongst 
some  old  leaves  and  rubbish.  It  was  stretching  and 
throwing  itself  forward,  evidently  in  an  excited 
state,  and  proceeded  in  the  direction  of  a  flower 
border,  hurrying  along  at  a  great  pace.  Shortly 
after  a  centipede  in  a  hurried  manner  came  out  of 
the  same  place,  apparently  in  full  cry  after  the 
worm.  As  the  centipede  kept  on  the  worm's  tracks, 
it  was  evidently  hunting  by  scent.  Meantime  the 
worm  had  proceeded  till  it  came  to  a  wooden 
border  which  was  nearly  level  with  the  earth.  Over 
this  the  worm  threw  itself,  and  falling  upon  the 
path,  it  then  doubled  on  its  tracks,  still  hurrying 
on,  but  now  in  the  opposite  direction.  Eventually 
it  came  to  a  part  of  the  earth  which  was  loose  and 
soft.  Into  this  it  commenced  to  bore,  and  had  suc- 
ceeded in  penetrating  so  far  that  there  was  only  a 
portion  of  the  tail  end  visible,  when  up  came  the 
centipede,  and  at  once  fastened  upon  the  tail  end  of 
the  worm,  which  squirmed  and  wriggled,  tossing 
and  throwing  the  centipede  from  side  to  side,  but 
not  succeeding  in  tin-owing  it  off.  The  centipede, 
by  means  of  its  posterior  pincers,  clmig  tenaciously 
to  the  worm,  a  further  portion  of  which  was  forced 
out  of  the  earth.  In  a  short  time  the  worm  became 
still.  The  bite  of  the  centipede  being  poisonous,  it 
had  poisoned  and  paralysed  the  worm,  which  gradu- 
ally became  flaccid  and  lifeless.  Pondering  over  this 
incident,  I  recalled  the  fate  of  bramble- worms  which 
I  have  from  time  to  time  kept  for  the  purpose  of 
angling.  I  often  wondered  why  they  sometimes 
gradually  disappeared,  and  now  I  remembered  notic- 
ing that  there  were  also  centipedes  in  the  worm  box. 
After  witnessing  the  tragedy  as  described  above,  I 
have  given  "  meg-mony-feet "  no  quarter. 


NEW  PISCATOEIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  .Agents, 
55  and  56,  Chancery -lane,  London,  W.C. : — 

26199.  Benjamin  George  Wilkinson  Lowthrop, 
6,  Fiokle-street,  Stockton-on-Tees.  Improved 
roller  or  bobbin  for  the  ground-ropes  of  trawUng- 
nets. 

27871.  George  Rowntree  and  John  Vickera 
Arundell,  trading  as  Rovmtree  and  Arundell,  Gough 
Chambers,  Saville-street,  Hull.  Improvements  in 
rollers  for  the  ground-ropes  of  trawl-nets. 

1000.  Herbert  Jameson  and  William  Spencer 
Brown,  70,  Chancery-lane,  London.  Improvements 
in  and  relating  to  trawl-nets  and  trawling  gear. 
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Stocktaking  and 
General  Clearance 


MURTON'S 

NOW  ON  SALE 

YOU  CAN  NOW  SECURE  BARGAINS   OF  HIGH-CLASS 

Fishing  Rods  and  Tackle 

BEING  30  TO  SO  AND  75  PER  CENT.  BELOW  USUAL  PRICES, 


TROUT  FLY  RODS  in  3  joints, 
greenheart,  balanced  handle,  bronzed 
fittings,  button,  snake  rings,  brazed  and 
tenoned,  in  ijartition  cover,  9  ft.  and  10  ft. , 
5/6  ;  11  ft.,  6/6  ;  12  ft.,  7/6.  Superior, 

2  tops,  double  brazed,  9  ft.,  8/6 ;  10  ft., 
9/6;  11  ft:,  10/6;  12  ft.,  11/6.  Well 
made  and  a  naarvel  for  the  money. 

TROUT  RODS,  2  joints,  all  green" 
heart,  balanced  handle,  2  tops,  double 
brazed,  in  partition  bag,  8,  8^  or  9  ft., 
10/6  ;  9^.  10,  or  lOJ  it.,  11/6  ;  11,  llj  or 

12  ft.,  13/6.  As  above,  one  top,  single 
brazed,  partition  bag,  8,  8J,  9,  9i  or  10  ft., 
9/-  ;  lOi,  11,  lU  or  12  ft.,  10/6.  Those 
who  want  a  good  serviceable  Rod  at  a 
low  price,  this  will  be  found  all  that  can 
be  desired ;  action  and  finish  perfect. 

SALMON  AND  GRILSE  RODS, 

3  joints,  all  greenheart,  1  top,  bronzed 
fittings,  partition  bag,  13  ft.,  8/6  ;  14  ft., 
9/6 ;  15  ft.,  10/6  ;  16  ft.,  12/6 ;  17  ft., 
15/6  ;  18  ft.,  18/6  ;  good  balance  and 
superior  finish. 

OUR  SPECIAL,  aU  greenheart,  3 
joints,  2  tops,  double  brazed,  bronze 
fittings,  in  partition  cover  complete, 

13  ft.,  12/6 ;  14  ft.,  14/6  ;  15  ft.,  16/6 ;  16  ft.,  20/- 
well  built  and  displaying  great  power. 

SPECIAL  BARGAINS. 


ft.,  30/- ; 


BUILT  CANE,  our  own  speciality,  well  whipped,  serrated  ferrules,  suction 
joints,  cork  grip,  2  tops,  10  ft.,  22/6  ;  11  ft.,  23/6  ;  12  ft.,  25/- :  weU  worth  your 
notice.  All  greenheart,  3  piece,  cork  grip,  balanced  handle,  snake  rings,  button 
partition  cover,  10  ft.,  8/6 ;  11  ft.,  9/6 ;  12  ft.,  10/6  ;  a  wonderful  Rodfor  the  money' 
•  PIKE  AND  SEA  RODS,  stout  E.I.  cane,  4  joints,  full  length,  16  ft.;  3 
tops,  can  be  altered  to  9  ft.  or  12  ft.,  15/6  for  10/6,  the  same  12  ft.,  1  top,  3  pieces, 
8/6  for  6/-.  Balanced  handle,  greenheart,  universal  bronzed  fittings;  porcelain 
end  ring,  10/6  for  7/6  ;  very  serviceable  Rods. 

BASKETS  AND  CREELS,  best  French.     No.  1,  2/6;   No.  2,  3/-; 

No.  3,  4/- ;  No.  4,  4/6 ;  No.  5,  5/6. 

SHOULDER  STRAPS,  9d.,  1/  ,  1/6,  and 

2/- 

FISHING  BAGS.— Trout,  in  Mole,  Cambric, 
or  Twill.  Usual  prices,  5/-  to  14/-.  To  clear, 
from  3/-  to  10/-. 

SALMON  BAGS,  in  stout 
T-w^ii  ■^r.A  ri.oviYas^  usual  prices, 
10/6  to  20/-.  To  clear  from  8/- 
to  14/-. 

REELS,  superior  bronzed,  revolving  plate  and  check,  2  in., 
3/- ;  2J  in.,  3/6 ;  2J  in.,  4/- ;  3  in.,  4/6 ;  3J  in.,  6/6 ;  4  in.,  7/6 ; 

in.,  8/6.  Superior  bronzed,  gun-metal  plates,  steel  wheel, 
2  in.,  7/6;  2Jin.,  9/-;  2^  in.,  10/-;  3  in.,  12/-;  3*  in.,  13/-; 
4  in.,  14/-;  4^  in.,  17/6. 


FLY  BOOKS  AND  TACKLE  CASES.  Pigskin 
Ply  Books,  6,  6J,  and  7  in.,  2  felt  leaves,  10  parchment 
leaves,  for  flies  and  casts,  &c.    Usual  price,  8/6  for  5/6. 

Seven  Salmon  Pigskin  Cast  Cases,  six  chamois  lined 
envelope  pockets,  9/6  for  7/-. 

Eyed  Fly  and  Cast  Cases,  7/6  for  5/6. 

Fourteen  Salmon  Fly  Boxes,  G.S.  clips,  for  40  flies,  7/6 
for  5/-. 

Pigskin  mounted   Cast   Case,  six   transparent  xylonite 
pockets,  7/6  for  5/6.    Positive  bargains. 

FISHING  JACKETS,  35  in.  long,  24  black  proof,  light 
weight,  durable,  14/6  for  8/6.  Eighteen  best  quality,  loop 
up  to  27  in.  for  deep  wading,  inner  cuffs,  19/6  for  12/6. 

Twenty-two  Cashmeres,  fawn  and  blue,  25/-  for  16/6. 

Fifteen  Fancy  Tweeds,  25/-  for  16/6. 

Twenty-eight  Fancy- Tweeds,  ventilated  across  back,  30/-  for  18/6. 

OUR  TYNESIDE  BROGUE,  27/G 
for  20/-.  Very  special  value,  as  sketch. 
Canvas  and  chrome  uppers,  solid  leather 
soles,  washered  hobbs,  21/-  for  16/6. 

All  chrome  leather  uppers,  leaher  soles 
washered  hobbs,  20/-  for  15/6. 

Do.  Do.     Shoes,  17/6  for  14/6. 

BROGUES,  all  rubber,  12/6;  leather 
soles,  16/6. 


SHOES,  all  rubber,  10/6;  leather  soles, 
13/6. 

THE      FEATHERWEIGHT  FORK 
NET,  complete,  with  handle,  5/-  for  3/6. 

16  Complete  LANDING  NETS,  with  belt  spring,  small,  6/6  for  5/6; 
large,  7/6  for  6/6. 

OUR  FAMED  FISHING  STOCKINGS,  in  sateen,  fustian,  and  twill, 
17/6  to  21/-,  during  sale  only,  13/6. 

OUR    FAMED    FISHING  TROUSERS, 

usual  price  30/-  and  40/-  for-  22/6. 

All  goods  new  and  fresh  and  guaranteed  perfect. 

SUPERIOR  WATERPROOF  SILK  LINES. 
Salmon,  fine  or  medium,  3/-  for  2/3;  heavy,  .3/9 

for  2/9,  per  score,  in  lengths,  40,  60,  and  80 

yards. 

Trout,  1/6  for  1/1 ;  medium,  2/-  for  1/6  ;  heavy,  2/6 
for  1/9,  per  score,  in  lengths,  20,  30,  40,  and  60 
yards. 

RUBBER   KNEE  BOOTS. 

Wellingtons,  usual  price,  21  /-  for  15/6. 

Napoleons,  usual  price,  22/6  for  15/6. 
Fishermen's  Long  Thigh  Boots,  usual  price, 

30/-  and  35/-  for  20/-. 
Ladies'  Knee  Fishing  Boots,  all  rubber,  usual 

price,  16/6  for  7/6  and  8/6  ;  with  felt  and 

leather  soles,  6/6  extra. 


GENUINE  REDUCTIONS!! 


SEND  FOR  CATALOGUE  !  ! 


Cheques  ^nd  Postal  Orders  made  jaayable  to— 

HENRY  A.  MDRTON,itortbern mm'  Resort,  NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE 
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Jottings  by  the  Way. 


<See  the  soft  green  willow  springing 

Where  the  waters  gently  pass. 
Every  way  her  free  arms  flinging 
O'er  the  moist  and  reedy  grass. 
Long  ere  winter  blasts  are  fled 
See  her  tiop'd  with  vernal  red. 
And  her  kindly  flower  displayed. 
Ere  her  leaf  can  cast  a  shade. 

— Keble. 


A  Night  with  the  Gresham  Anglers. 

On  Tuesday  evening  I  spent  a  pleasant  hour 
listening  to  Mr.  J.  W.  Martin  ("  The  Trent  Otter  ") 
discourse  learnedly  and  pleasantly  on  his  "  Random 
Recollections  of  the  Lower  Trent."  A  large 
number  of  members  and  visitors  from  many 
other  clubs  were  present.  The  lecturer  related  his 
earliest  boyhood's  recollections,  when  the  voices  of 
the  wild  shore  birds  of  his  native  swamps  and  fens 
gave  rise  to  all  sorts  of  fanciful  mythology  and  old 
legends  of  the  ancient  dwellers  of  those  places.  He 
recounted  his  early  struggles  and  difficulties  in 
education,  and  how  his  fishing  career  was  started 
by  a  chance  meeting  with  an  old  wooden-legged 
angler  (about  the  only  one  who  fished  those  fenland 
waters)  to  later  years,  when  the  mighty  deeps  of 
the  Lower  Trent  yielded  barbel  and  bream. 

He  graphically  described  the  swims  and  scenes  of 
that  famous  river,  took  us  in  fancy  to  old  Charlie 
Hudson's  house-boat ;  described  that  thirty-foot 
deep  swim  at  Dunham  Dubbs,  and  the  rapid  heavy 
water  higher  up  in  which  huge  barbel  congregate. 
He  showed  in  plain  but  graphic  language  how  those 
Swims  should  be  fished  and  how  they  should  be  baited. 
He  passed  rovmd  for  our  inspection  the  gigantic 
tackle  book,  with  its  manv  pockets,  in  which  was 
stored  the  tackle  reauired  for  those  waters,  and 
exhibited  some  very  large  bream  and  barbel  floats 
that  were  necessary  in  those  deep  and  heavy  waters, 
for  an  hour  he  kept  up  our  interest,  and  at  the  close 
a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  him  with 
acclamation  for  his  entertaining  paper,  and 
which  I  seconded  with  very  great  pleasure. 
Without  a  doubt  this  author-angler  knows  how  to 
fascinate  his  audience. 


Anglo-French  Piscatorials. 

A  FEW  months  ago  I  accompanied  a  large  number 
of  members  and  friends  of  this  flourishing  society 
on  a  fishing  competition  at  Huntingdon  (on  the 
Great  Ouse).  The  weather  was  fine,  the  water 
clear,  and  fish  decidedly  "off."  A  few  weeks  ago 
the  "outing"  was  fixed  for  St.  Ives.  The  weather 
was  "  bracing,"  but  there  was  too  much  ice  about, 
and  no  prizes  were  taken.  On  Saturday,  Feb.  1, 
the  same  happy  party  left  King's  Cross  for  St.  Ives 
in  the  hope  of  settling  the  contest.  The  water 
was  all  that  could  be  desired,  but  the  cold,  sharp 
"snap"  again  put  the  fish  "off."  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jacobs  were  piloted  by  "Ned"  Collinson,  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Abraham  by  his  son,  A.  E.  Collinson,  to 
the  most  likely  swims. 

*  *  *  * 

For  nearly  seven  hours  the  party  tried  every  bait 
and  every  style  of  fishing,  but,  unfortunately, 
with  scant  success.  The  first  fish  recorded  wa^ 
a  chub  of  21b.  loz.,  taken  by  Mrs.  Jacobs,  and 
the  second  a  roach,  of  1  lb.  2oz.,  taken  by  Mr. 
Fischer — the  only  two  retained,  several  smaller 
fish  being  returned.  Although  sport  was  poor,  the 
welcome  at  the  White  Horse  Hotel  (Hoste  s  Smith) 
was  worth  the  journey  to  St.  Ives.  The  remainder  of 
the  prizes  will  be  fished  for  at  Twickenham  on  Feb. 
13.  A  special  general  meeting  will  beheld  at  the 
Cercle  Fran§ais  on  Feb.  19,  at  8.30  p.m.,  sharp, 
when  Mr.  Reuben  Jacobs  (hon.  sec.)  would  be  glad 
of  a  full  attendance. 


A  Sea-Gull  on  Roach  Tackle. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Sctjlley,  of  the  C.L.P.S.,  writes:— 
"  While  out  roach  fishing  with  Job  Brain  at 
Richmond  on  Feb.  1,  a  sea-gull  swooped  down  in 
front  of  the  punt  and  got  entangled  by  the  leg  in 
my  very  fine  silk  line  (above  the  float).  After 
playing  the  bird  in  the  air  for  a  minute  or  so  I 
easily  brought  it  down  to  the  water,  when  it  got 
free." 


Another  Fine  Lea  Chub. 

L.'^T  week  a  chub  of  41b.  3oz.  was  recorded  as 
taken  in  the  West  Ham  Society's  private  fishery  at 
Field's  Weir  on  the  Lea  by  Mr.  B.  Sargent.  I  now 
hear  that  on  Thursday,  Jan.  30,  Mr.  L.  Childs,  a 
member  of  the  Clapton  Fly-Fishers,  captured  a 
chub  of.  41b.  7oz.  at  Broxbourne  (on  the  Lea), 
seventeen  miles  from  London. 


Death  of  Mr.  R.  Randell. 

It  is  with  great  regret  that  I  have  to  announce 
the  death  of  a  famous  London  angler,  for  many 
years  a  member  of  the  Bostonian  Anglers.  Mr. 
H.  T.  Boufiler,  hon.  sec.  of  the  society,  writes : — ■ 
"  Mr.  Randell  was  a  great  lover  of  the  Great  Ouse, 
and  knew  all  the  swims  in  the  river  round  Barford, 
Bliinham,  and  Sandy.  This  season,  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death,  he  had  thirty-seven  specimen  fish  to 
his  credit  out  of  his  takes  shown  at  the  club." 
[It  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  meet  him  on  some 
of  his  angling  excursions,  and  I  never  had  a  more 
genial  ccimpanion.  His  loss  will  be  felt  by  all  who 
know  him.] 


The  "Scottish  Field." 

The  February  number  of  the  above  well-edited, 
well-printed,  and  well-illustrated  "Journal  for 
Gentlemen — devoted  to  Manly  Sport  and  Outdoor 
Life  "  is  before  me  as  I  write  (Vol.  XI. — No.  62). 
It  is  published  at  11,  Bothwell-street,  Glasgow, 
price  6d.  This  February  number  is  replete  with 
most  interesting  reading,  and  maintains  its  high 
reputation  as  "A  Journal  for  Gentlemen."  The 
following  verses  I  cuU  from  its  columns  with  every 
acknowledgment  to  the  Scottish  Field  : — 

Febrxjaby. 

Febrtjaby  fills  the  dyke. 
Takes  things  away  that  many  like ; 
Makes  Tom  lay  aside  his  bike, 
Crosses  Meg  and  worries  Mike 
Till  his  temper's  that  of  tykej 
Or  of  sour,  ill-favoured  pike ; 
Hangs  at  eaves  an  icy  spike 
And  sends  e'en  farmers'  hens  on  strike. 
Who  but  February  ? 

February  brings  the  snow, 
Bids  the  early  snowdrops  blow, 
Sets  the  gardener  peas  to  sow. 
Sees  the  daylight  longer  grow. 
And  the  rivers  deeper  flow ; 
Turns  the  highway  soft  as  dough; 
Gives  a  nest  to  every  crow, 
And  to  every  Jean  a  Joe. 
Who  but  February  ? 

February  sees  begin 
Salmon  fishing  near  the  linn — 
A  sport  reserved  for  those  with  tin. 
If  the  fisher  tumble  in, 
She,  sweet  maid,  cares  not  a  pin. 
She  merely  grins  a  cruel  grin. 
And  bids  him  dry  his  drenching  skin ; 
But  catching  kelts  she  counts  a  sin. 
Who  but  February  ? 

February  bids  us  hark  ! 
When  we  hear  the  shrilling  lark ; 
Stirs  the  sap  below  the  bark 
On  every  tree-bud  sets  her  mark ; 
Teaches  the  thrush  of  Castle  Park 
To  build  his  nest  like  Noah's  Ark, 
And  weave  it  stout  and  tough  and  stark. 
To  circumvent  the  weather-clerk. 
Who  but  February  ? 

February's  extra  day 
Lends  the  Budget  greater  sway 
And  shoots  the  surplus  up  like  spray ; 
Gives  a  "leap"  to  Jock  and  May, 
Sends  them  on  their  primrose  way. 
Till  their  tresses  turn  to  grey. 
But  'tis  time  to  end  this  lay. 
Is  it  worthy  ?    Who  can  say  ? 
Who  but  February  ? 


"Ask  a  Policeman." 

The  following  is  from  the  Cork  Examiner  of 
Jan.  31  : — "  An  '  old  angler  '  (who  has  evidently 
read  of  a  case  recently  reported  in  the  proceeding?  at 
the  Cork  Police  Court)  writes  to  ask  :  '  If  a  policeman 
can  catch  four  salmon  in  the  main  street  in  the  close 
season,  what  should  an  experienced  piscator,  who 
holds  a  licence,  catch  in  the  River  Lee  on  Feb.  1  ?  ' 
We  give  it  up.  The  problem  is  too  involved  for 
anyone  not  intimately  acquainted  with  the  habits 
of  salmon  in  the  close  season.  The  gentleman  who 
in  a  hurry  left  the  bag  containing  the  fish  and  no 
address  appears  to  be  the  best  authority_  on  the 
subject,  if  he  could  be  located.  The  problem  gives 
a  new  interest  to  the  old  crux  as  to  whether,  salmon 
should  be  classed  as  a  salt-water  fish  which  goes  up 
the  tidal-ways  to  fresh  water  or  a  fresh-water  fish 
who  uses  the  rivers  to  get  down  to  the  salt  water. 
Salmon  that  get  to  the  police  office  vid  the  main 
street  never  get  out  under  the  First  OfTendera'  Act, 
and  their  ultimate  fate  when  they  have  been  con- 
fiscated is  a  matter  which  is  not  clearly  dealt  with 
in  any  standard  work  on  ichthyology." 


White  Frost  at  Hampton. 

In  spite  of  the  frost  on  Feb.  2,  Mr.  J.  Frost 
White  (City  of  London  Piscatorials)  and  Councillor 
G.  T.  Wilkes  and  B.  Redhousa  (Lychnobite  A.S.), 
out  with  Fisherman  Lock  at  Hampton-on-Thames, 
had  very  good  sport  with  roach  and  dace. 


"Very  Like  a  Whale!  " 
A  HTTGE  dead  whale,  says  the  Daily  Mail,  is  now 
floating  about  in  the  English  Channel  off  the  coast 
of  Cornwall,  constituting  a  serious  danger  to  navi- 
gation. His  fate  is  a  sad  one.  Last  week  the 
whale  was  struck  a  glancing  blow  by  the  Hamburg;. 
American  liner  Fuerst  Bismarh.  This  annoyed  the 
whale,  and  so  he  drew  off  a  little  way  and  charged 
full  at  the  liner,  making  the  huge  ship  quiver  from 
stem  to  stern.  His  bad  temper  was  his  undoing, 
and  yesterday  (Feb.  3)  his  huge  carcase  was  sighted 
by  the  cnptain  of  the  steamship  Reggie,  which  has 
arrived  at  Ph  mouth.  The  captain  reports  that  the 
whale  is  140ft.  long  and  stands  9ft.  out  of  the 
water.  [When  fishing  in  a  galley-punt  off  the 
Goodwins  not  long  since,  my  boat  "quivered 
from  stem  to  stern  "  because  a  school  or  shoal  of 
porpoises  had  forgotten  the  rule  of  the  road  at  sea. 
I  don't  know  whether  the  Fuerst  Bismark  is  any 
relation  to  the  First  Ananias,  but  as  the  "  Reggie  " 
has  arrived  at  Plymouth,  perhaps  Mr.  William 
Hoarder  may  be  able  to  throw  some  light  on  this 
tail  of  a  whale.] 

"  Is  the  Sea  Fished  Out?" 

Mr.  R.  W.  Vernon  sends  the  following,  which 
appeared  in  the  Daily  Mail  of  Feb.  1  : — 

"  Birth  of  Triplets.—  Triplets,  all  girls,  have 
been  born  to  the  wife  of  Mr.  Frederic  Codling, 
tailor,  Sudbury,  Suffolk." 

Very  pleased  to  hear  such  good  news.  May  they 
go  on  and  prosper  ! 


Me.  F.  T.  Williams,  of  10,  Great  Queen -street, 
W.C.,  is  setting  up  a  nice  pike  of  141b.  14oz.,  caught 
by  Mr.  F.  C.  Haynes  (C.L.P.S.),  in  private  water, 
on  February  5;  also  another  of  141b.  taken  on 
Feb.  2  in  the  Thames  by  a  member  of  the  Barnes 
and  Mortlake  A.S. 


Mr.  Angerson's  "  Pike." 

Mr.  Angerson's  challenge  to  forfeit  £20  if  his 
claim  to  having  caught  the  32^1b.  pike  is  disproved, 
has  been  accepted  by  Mr.  George  Wathen,  of 
Bristol. 


An  Excellent  Example. 

Many  a  fine  pike  or  lordly  trout  which  has  gone 
up  into  the  shallow  water  of  some  brook  or  ditch  to 
spawn  has  fallen  a  victim  to  the  thoughtless  school- 
boy. The  Wiesbaden  Government  has  issued  in- 
structions to  all  inspectors  and  managers  of  schools 
to  impress  on  the  teachers  the  necessity  of  warning 
school  children  against  any  interference  with  fish 
during  spawning-time,  and  to  point  out  clearly  the 
great  harm  that  may  be  done  thereby. — Deutsche 
Fischerei-Zeitung. 


Stockwell  Angling  Society. 

I  HEAR  from  Hon.  Sec.  A.  Pain  that  on  Saturday 
night,  Feb.  1,  they  had  a  "  bumper  "  attendance 
at  their  A.B.S.  concert,  and  plenty  of  good  talent, 
and  everything  pa=sed  off  satisfactorily,  and  are 
only  waiting  now  for  retvirns  from  societies.  Mr. 
J.  W.  Martin  will  read  a  paper  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  18, 
at  nine  o'clock,  at  which  members  from  other 
societies  are  invited. 


Sport  at  Newhaven. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Ryan  writes  that  Mr.  Hook,  a 
member  of  the  Hope  Angling  Society,  at  Newhaven 
on  Sunday  last,  out  in  the  bay,  took  401b.  of  very 
nice  dabs.  Dick  Pain  was  his  guide,  philosopher, 
and  friend.  I  am  told  that  Newhaven  is  worth 
trying  just  now. 


T.A.P.S.  Netting. 

Just  as  we  are  going  to  pre-s,  the  following  has 
been  received  from  Mr.  John  V.  Eyre : — "  On 
Friday,  Jan.  31,  by  the  kind  permission  of  George 
Boyce,  Esq.,  J.P.,  Chertsey,  the  Society  netted  the 
ancient  Abbey  stews  situated  in  Mr.  Boyce's  grounds 
near  the  site  of  Chertsey  Abbey,  and  obtained  over 
3,000  splendid  roach,  dace,  perch,  bream,  and  a  few 
jack,  which  were  all  duly  placed  in  the  River 
Thames.  This  makes  7,000  fish  which  the  T.A.P.S. 
have  placed  in  the  Thames  during  the  month  of 
January,  a  fact  that  should  appeal  to  all  Thames 
anglers,  for  this  continued  restocking  must  improve 
the  fishery."  Dragnet. 
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^tofcs  from  ifjc  ^oxti). 

^HE  death  of  Admiral  Sir  Arthur  Farquhar, 
K.C.B.,  of  Drumnagest,  Aboyne,  removes  a  land- 
mark as  well  as  the  oldest  angler  on  Deeside,  if  not 
in  the  north  generally. 


Sir  Arthur  was  ninety-four  years  of  age,  and 
on  Jan.  28  was  laid  in  the  family  vault  he  built 
for  himself  within  "  the  walls  of  the  old  Kirk  of 
Kincardine  O'Neil,  "to  be  as  near  the  river  as  he 
possibly  could."  His  chief  enjoyment  in  life  was 
angling,  and  whene\,-er  he  had  a  period  of  leave, 
however  short,  he  was  home  to  Carlogie,  and  on  the 
river  if  it  was  open. 


On  Tuesday  first  the  "song  of  the  reel"  will 
again  be  heard  on  the  banks  and  braes  of  many  a 
lovely  stream,  wliich  meantime  lies  deserted  and 
forlorn  under  a  mantle  of  frozen  snow,  but  by  no 
means  of  a  threatening  character. 


Every  train  now  from  the  south  brings  with  it 
an  early  bird  or  two  with  their  rod  cases,  and  of 
course  the  inevitable  bag  of  sticks  in  the  shape  of 
a  dozen  or  more  golf  clubs. 


Mr.  Clubb,  Aboyne,  an  observer  of  nearly  thirty 
years  in  this  particular  spot,  writes  me:  "There 
are  lots  of  spring  fish  in  the  pools,  and  sport  will  be 
good  if  the  weather  and  water  permit  of  a  decent 
cast  being  made.   The  hotel  reaches  are  well  let  up.' ' 


Mr.  John  Grant  writes  me  from  Pitmedden  on 
the  Don:  "I  have  been  looking  at  a  pair  of 
'beauties'  for  over  a  week.  They  have  just  dis- 
appeared, and  with  them  a  school  of  kelts,  fungoid 
and  diseased,  and  all  colours  of  the  rainbow.  I 
don't  think  we  have  many  fresh  fish  in  the  Don 
j'et." 


Mr.  Ritchie,  Newburgh,  writes  that  the  Ythan 
tidal  is  full  of  finnock  (grilse  sea-trout),  and  anglers 
are  eager  for  the  25th.  If  the  fish  are  half  as  eager 
as  the  sportsmen  there  is  no  fear  of  the  result. 


Very  little  has  yet  been  done  on  the  Helmsdale 
and  the  other  rivers  that  opened  early  in  the  year. 
An  occasional  fish  is  about  all,  chiefly  for  the  lack 
of  fresh  weather  and  filling  waters ;  and  yet  some 
anglers  would  barter  a  good  fortnight  in  autumn  on 
tlie  Dee  and  Spey  for  one  or  two  spring  fish  in  the 
month  of  January,  with  the  accompanying  frost 
bites.  Special  Scotch. 


Pt^ovineial  Angling  |lotes. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post. 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Our  IMidland  trout  fishermen  are  looking  forward 
to  the  season  that  is  about  to  open.  Our  Corpora- 
tion waters  in  the  Elan  Valley  will  be  again  well 
patronised,  and  a  great  improvement  in  the  sport 
is  being  looked  forward  to  on  this  particular  river, 
where  the  natural  and  artificial  fly  are  only  allowed. 
No  Sunday  fishing  is  permitted.  This  is  very  much 
Hgainst  a  number  of  our  Birmingham  fly  fishers  who 
like  tliis  day  thrown  open  to  them,  as  they  would 
like  to  spend  Saturday  and  Sunday  on  the  water 
and  return  to  business  on  the  Monday  morning.  No 
Sunday  fishing  is  allowed  on  any  of  our  Corporation 
waters  for  any  kinds  of  fish ;  a  good  trout  season  is 
being  looked  forward  to  on  our  Whitacre  Reservoir, 
which  is  close  to  Birmingham  and  well  stocked  and 
reserved  for  trout-fishing  only.  With  a  little  more 
nice  weather  grayling  fishing  should  be  good.  The 
Teme  at  Ludlow  is  about  one  of  our  best  Midland 
rivers,  but  the  changeable  weather  has  been  very 
much  against  anything  of  note  being  done  with 
these  sportive  fish,  in  fact  the  changeable  weather 
has  been  very  much  against  all-round  fishing,  but 
still,  in  a  few  instances,  some  of  our  members 
who  have  braved  and  defied  the  elements  hive 
been';  rewarded  with  some  fair  catches  of  pike, 
chub,  roach,  perch  and  dace,  the  takes  being  made 
during  midday.  Chub  have  been  taken  from  the 
Severn.  Good  sport  with  the  blood  and  brains  has 
been  had  with  these  fish  near  to  the  Blackstone 
Rock.  Near  to  Eewdley  a  few  roach  have  been 
taken  with  the  small  worm.  The  river  has  been 
out  of  order  for  a  few  days  owing  to  the  heavy 
rains  and  slight  snows  that  have  fallen  in  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  river.  The  Avon  has  been  high  and 
off  colour ;  very  little  has  been  done.  A  few  pike 
have  been  taken  from  the  Trent  at  AJrewas.  A  num- 


ber of  small  pike  have  been  taken  from  private  pools 
and  a  few  nice  fish  have  been  taken  from  the  Sutton 
Park  pools.  Mr.  Phil  Barnes  and  a  friend  took 
201b.  of  roach,  perch,  and  dace  from  the  Blythe  at 
Whitacre  last  week,  and  other  anglers  fishing  the 
same  water  have  done  much  better  than  this.  A 
member  of  the  Gun  Club  took  a  roach  of  1  lb.  7oz. 
from  the  Anker  last  week;  this  fish  is  to  be 
"  coopered  "  (set  up).  The  Oldbury  Rroadwell  A.S. 
have  decided  to  ioin  the  P.  A.  A.  On  Feb.  9  a  lecture 
on  "Fish  and  Fishing  "  will  be  given  at  the  Horse 
and  Groom,  Digbeth. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Weather  in  great  variety  has  been  experienced 
during  the  past  week,  and  it  is  not  surprisine, 
therefore,  that  there  has  been  much  fluctuation  in 
sport.  We  are  still  wanting  a  good  rain,  which 
would  vastly  improve  the  waters,  for  the  majority 
of  them  are  very  low  and  clear.  Particularly  is  this 
the  case  with  the  Glen  at  Surfleet,  usually  a  good 
roach  resort  at  this  time  of  the  year.  Nevertheless, 
some  nice  lots  of  fish  have  been  creeled  during  the 
past  few  days,  including  one  of  1  lb.  6Joz.,  which  fell 
to  the  worm  bait.  The  South  Forty-foot  is  wanting 
in  colour  to  ensure  first-class  sport,  but  roach  suit- 
able for  pike  bait  have  been  taken  in  plenty. 
Speaking  of  pike  reminds  me  that  trolling  is  being 
followed  with  much  success  just  now.  The  lower 
lengths  of  the  Witham  have  yielded  some  splendid 
fish.  One  of  131b.  9Joz.  was  captured  by  Mr.  Cade 
in  that  well-known  pike  resort.  Chapel  Hill,  and  the 
fish  proved  to  be  the  heaviest  weighed  in  at  the 
local  association's  headquarters  this  season,  beating 
one  killed  by  Mr.  W.  S.  Holland  by  1  lb.  6oz.  The 
middle  reaches  of  the  South  Forty-foot  have  fur- 
nished ample  sport  to  those  who  have  wielded  the 
pike  rod,  and  amongst  the  captures  this  week  were 
fish  of  81b.  and  ejlb. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  "Year  Book"  for  1908  issued  by  the  W'ar- 
rington  Anglers'  Association  maintains  its  previous 
high  reputation  for  being  an  interesting  medium 
for  both  advertising  and  information.  At  Bolton 
there  is  a  desire  for  central  premises  for  anglers  to 
take  the  form  of  a  club ;  but,  naturally,  "  the 
trade"  doej  not  favour  the  idea.  At  Liverpool 
anglers  are,  as  usual,  busy  ;  they  seem  to  revel  in 
defying  the  weather.  Our  county  rivers  are  not 
attracting  many  rods,  in  fact  are  practically 
unvisited. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Fish-carriers  can  be  seen  almost  any  day  in  this 
city,  but  where  they  go  is  a  mystery,  for  reports  of 
stocking  are  seldom  made.  The  Royal  Walton 
Angling  Society  are  expecting  a  consignment  to-day 
(Saturday).  The  same  club  are  having  an  "  At- 
Home"  next  Wednesday,  and  are  having  a  match 
before  this  month  is  out.  Tlie  hon.  see.  of  the 
Ardwick  A.S.  is  just  now  receiving  congratulations 
on  the  arrival  of  a  son  and  heir.  The  prevalence  of 
influenza  is  keeping  even  hardy  anglers  very  quiet, 
and  the  frost  keeps  pike  anglers  off  still  waters. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM, 

We  have  had  fine  open  weather  for  the  week, 
although  the  wind  has  been  terribly  boisterous,  a 
semi-gale  raging  ;from  the  north  and  north-east. 
The  nights,  too.  Have  been  frosty,  so  that  there  has 
been  a  comparative  absence  of  lobworms.  The 
Trent  ha?  been  receding  for  over  a  week,  and  was, 
at  the  time  of  writing,  in  very  good  condition  for 
most  kinds  of  fishing.  Fishermen  have  not  been  over- 
numerous  and  the  majority  appear  to  have  journeyed 
to  the  lower  reaches,  notably  those  of  Hoveringham, 
Hazleford,  and  Fiskerton.  On  the  last  named 
section,  combined  with  that  of  Stoke,  members  of 
the  City  Wellington  Society  have  been  creeling 
plenty  of  roach  with  the  brandling  worm  On 
Feb.  3  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis  and  Mr.  J.  BaiJey  (sub- 
scriber) killed,  I  learn,  over  a  couple  of  stones.  On 
I  Jvlr.  F.  Menzingand  Mr.  C.  F.  Daft  caught 
twf-nty  odd  m  less  than  an  hour,  whilst  two  days 
previously  Mr.  F.  Gamble  and  myself  had  a  sub- 
stantial bag.  Mr.  E.  H.  Birks,  Mr.  F.  Flewitt,  and 
Mr.  W.  Charlton  have  also  been  to  the  fore.  Prior  to 
the  frosty  nights  lobworms  were  plentiful,  and  the 
supplies  were  eagerly  bought  for  baiting  up  pur- 
poses. Without  liberal  stocks  Trent  anglers  rarely 
succeed  in  winter.  Personally,  I  never  go  out  unless 
I  have  five  or  six  himdred  at  disposal ;  and  I  may 
i^ay  the  same  for  Mr.  Wallis  and  the  gentlemen  who 
accompany  him.  The  game  is  to  fish  many  swims 
and  "  rest?  "  during  the  outing.  Matters  have  been 
quiet  at  Shardlow  and  W'e?ton.  Roach  and  chub 
have  come  from  W^ilford,  and  a  few  pike  have  been 
got  in  the  lake. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT, 

The  weather  for  several  days  has  boon  cold  and  a 
high  easterly  wind  blowing.  Bright  days  with 
welcome  sunshine,  and  though  cold,  with  sharp 
frosts  at  night,  is  a  change  for  the  better,  and  if  it 
will  continue  for  a  time  will  enable  the  grayling 
fisherman  to  have  some  sport.  One  angler  tried  for 
grayling  on  Monday,  and  though  the  stream  was 
running  fast  he  secured  three  brace,  with  the  maggot 
for  bait.  Pike  are  not  feeding  well.  The  Severn 
was  tried  on  Sunday  and  Monday  by  three  anglers, 
but  only  two  small  fish  was  the  result.  Chub  fishing 
in  this  river  has  been  fairly  good  ;  T.  Payne  caught 
a  nice  lot  in  the  Kempsoy  part  of  the  river ;  and 
Mesirs.  J.  Harris  and  T.  Jones  had  .some  fine  chub 
and  roach.  Mr.  W.  Holder  caught  a  fine  lot  of 
roach.  The  water  in  all  the  rivers  is  in  capital  con- 
dition. Salmon  fishing  in  the  Severn  commenced 
on  Monday ;  the  nets  had  a  successful  opening  and 
some  fine  fish  were  captured. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

"February  fill-dyke"  is  also  the  month  of  big 
pike,  roach  and  perch,  and  reports  to  hand  show 
that  local  rodmen  have  done  fairly  well  away  from 
home  with  the  first-named  fish.  Several  good- 
sized  specimens  have  been  taken  in  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Yorkshire  Derwent,  but  the  sudden 
changes  of  weather  in  progress  during  this  week 
give  no  place  for  fly  of  any  kind.  The  frosty 
atmosphere  has  improved  grayhng  fishing.  The 
Darlington  River  Trout  Angling  Association  have 
received  from  Barrasford-on-Tyne  a  consignment  of 
250  yearling  trout,  presented  by  the  Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board  from  the  Swale,  below  Borough- 
bridge,  and  they  have  been  placed  in  the  river. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

"The  weather  has  been  generally  favourable,  and 
satisfactory  sport  has  been  had  among  salmon  on 
the  majority  of  waters  where  angling  opened  on  the 
1st  inst.  Some  of  the  rivers  in  the  mountainous 
districts  were  affected  by  snow  -  broth,  which 
retarded  sport  in  those  waters.  Though  matters 
have  not  been  quite  up  to  anticipation  on  some  of 
the  principal  waters,  a  good  start  has  been  made. 
No  sea-angling  appears  to  have  been  done  any- 
where. Later  accounts  from  various  quarters  state 
that  salmon  are  coming  in  in  better  numbers,  but 
are  rather  capricious  in  taking  the  lures.  Many 
waters  that  were  considered  too  high  for  successful 
angling  are  now  getting  down  under  the  influence  of 
a  hard  easterly  wind. 

Dublin-  and  W'icklow. 
A  number  of  the  rivers  of  the  Dublin  district 
opened  on  February  1  for  salmon  and  trout- 
fishing.  These  include  the  Liffey,  Bray,  Vartry, 
Swords,  Tolka,  Dodder,  etc.,  the  Rathmines  Ro  er- 
voirs,  Brittas  Ponds,  and  all  other  waters  entering 
the  sea  between  the  Skerries,  co.  Dublin,  and  W^ck- 
low  Head,  co.  Wicklow.  The  rivers  are  pretty  high, 
and  as  a  rule  nothing  is  done  on  the  trout  streams 
till  well  into  March.  In  fact,  the  preserved  waters 
of  the  various  associations  do  not  open  till  then. 

North  and  West  of  Ibeland. 
The  weather  has  improved  a  little  since  the  season 
opened  on  a  number  of  rivers  on  Feb.  1.  The  open- 
ing conditions  were  very  good  as  a  rule,  the  rivers 
being  in  pretty  good  order.  The  season  was 
inaugurated  on  the  Shannon  on  the  opening  day  by 
the  capture  of  what  may  be  well  termed  a  record 
salmon.  Fishing  the  Hermitage  water,  Castle- 
connell,  Captain  Vansittart  kil.'ed  two  salmon, 
451b.  and  291b.  respectively.  Captain  Twiss  killed' 
a  salmon  of  351b.  on  his  Birdhill  waters  the  same 
day. 


SALMOX  POACHINU  IX  THE  XITH. 


Last  week  a  number  of  salmon  poachers  wore 
brought  before  the  Sheriff's  Coiu-t  at  Dumfries  and 
convictions  obtained  against  the  offenders.  Augustus 
Hullen,  Samuel  Edgar,  and  Charles  Mulhearn  were 
charged  with  having,  on  Jan.  19,  taken  two  salmon 
out  of  the  Nith  at  the  Town  Cauld  by  means  of  a 
gaff  or  grapple.  Edgar  and  Mulhearn  denied  the 
charge,  and  the  other  accused  did  not  appear. 
Sheriff  Campion, in  fijidingthe  case  proven,  sentenced 
Edgar  and  Hullen  to  a  fine  of  £3,  ^vith  12s.  of 
expenses  each,  and  Mulhearn  to  a  fine  of  £1  and  128 
of  expenses.  John  Bell  was  charged  with  attempt- 
ing to  take  a  salmon  out  of  the  ri\  er  at  the  Cauld  on 
the  same  date.  He  pleaded  not  guilty.  The  Sheriff 
held  the  charge  proved,  and  fined  the  accused 
with  £1  10s.  of  expenses.  The  alternative  waa 
thirty  days'  imprisonment.  Adam  Gardner  and 
Alexander  Cheyne  pleaded  guilty  to  attempting 
to  take  salmon  by  means  of  a  gaff  out  of  the  Dryfe 
a  tributary  of  tho  Annan,  and  were  fined  £1  with 
£1  of  expenses  each.  Heatherbell 
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INSECT 
REPELLER 

I'hich  is  NOT  GREASY 
'  NON-POISONOUS,  PERFECTLY 
IRMLESS,  EASILY  APPLIED 
pleasant  and  refreshing  to  use 


Prepared  by 

FRANK  A.  ROGERS,  327,  Oxford  St.,  W. 

KENNET  VALLEY 
FISHERIES. 

HUNGERFORD,  BERKS. 

Brown,  Loch  Leven,  Rainbow 
Trout,  Grayling,  &c. 

Sporting  strains  for  stocking ;  all  sizes  and 
prices. — Send  for  list  to  the  Manager. 
Telegraphic  Address:  "Fisheries,  Hungerford." 


RIGMADEN  FISHERY 

KIRKBY  LONSDALE. 


FOR  SAUS 

YEARLING,  2-YEAR-OLD,  and  Older 

RAINBOW  TROUT. 

For  Prices  apply— J.  K.  Robinson,  Rigmaden 
Estate  Office,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 


BRIMPTON  FISHERY 

<Vf.  READIMa. 

I  am  now  booking  orders  for  Brown 
and  Rainbow  Trout,  of  all  sizes.  My 
large  Fish  are  reared  in  a  screened 
stream,  and  feed  on  my  floating  fish 
food,  thus  producing  wild  and  free-rising 
fish.    Write  for  List — 

P.  GASCOIGNE  FREEMAN. 


BEDR03M  &  SITTING  ROOM 

TO  LET. 

Three  minutes'  walk  from  Station,  same 
distance  from  River  Teviot.  Rod  fishing 
free. — For  further  particulars  apply, 

MRS.  CAPE, 
Roxburgh  Cottage,  Roxburgh,  N.B. 

SALMON  FISHING. 


A  ROD  WANTED 

to  make  one  of  three  for  the  month  of 
August  next  on  a  splendid   River  in 
Sweden.     Bag  for  August,   1906,  1G5 
Salmon.    Price  £75. — Apply, 
Wilkinson  &  Son,  47,  Bloomsbury 
Square,  London,  W.C. 


ANGLING 

ON  THE  RIVERS 
BURE  liEA  STORT 

CAM  NENE  STOUR 

CHELMER  ORWELL  WAYENEY 
CROUCH  OUSE  WELLAND 

SJBA  FISHING 

ON  THE 

EAST  COAST, 

CHEAP  WEEK-END  TICKETS  ARE 
ISSUED  EVERY  SATURDAY 

to  Stations  serving  the  above  and  other 

Fishing  Resorts. 
For  fnll  particulars  write  to  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Line,  Liverpool  St.  Station, 
London,  E.O. 


IVi:.  J3ARNSS, 

Fishing  Tackle  Maker  and  Gut  Importer, 

1,  ST.  SWITHIN'S  SQUARE,  LINCOLN. 

Sole  Maker  of  the  Celebrated  "LINDUM" 
Pure  Silk  8-Plait  Fishing  Lines,  which  are 
warranted  not  to  curl  or  kink. 
Roach      ...     Is.  M.  \     Per  100  yards. 
Barbel      ...     is.  Od.  I  White  or  Neutral 
Pike         ...     3s.  6d.  i  Green, 
SalmoD     ...     is.  6(2.  )       on  Boards. 
Also  Maker  of  Flax,  Linen,  "Albion"  and 
"Castle  "  Lines.   Rods,  Heels,  Tackle,  &c.  Best 
Trout  Flies,  9d.  per  dozen. 
Gold  Medals :  Pari)  wnd  lAncoln.  Wholesale, 
Retail,  and  for  Export, 


LOUGH  ARROW. 

Season  opened  February  1st.  Good 
aect^inmodation  to  be  had  100  yards 
from  lake.  Boats  and  experienced 
boatmen.  Artificial  Fly  good  in 
March  and  April. — Apply, 
Geo.  Aciieson,  Arrow  Lodge,  Boyle 


EXE  VALLEY  FISHERY. 

Ova,  Fry,  Yearlings,  and  Two-year 
olds  of  Brown  Trout,  Loch  Leven,  and 
Rainbow  Trout  at  moderate  prices 
Fish  Foods,  Apparatus,  and  Advice 
For  Price  List  and  particulars  apply  to 
Theo.  P.  Tkacy,  Exebridge,  vid  Tiverton 
Devon. 


OUSE  ANGLING 
PRESERVATION  SOCIETY, 


SUSSEX. 


JACK  &  CHUB  WANTED 

for  stocking  purposes. — Send  full  par- 
ticulars and  price  delivered  at  Barcombe 
Mills,  L.  B.  &  S.  0.  Ely.,  to  C.  H.  Moebis, 
Hon.  Sec,  Lewes,  Sussex. 


The  Largest  Trout  Breeding  Establishment 
in  Germany 

(500  hectares  of  drainaljle  ponds,  water  of  100  h.p. 
ilows  through  the  establishment),  offers  at  a  very 
moderate  price 

BEST  RED  SPAWN  OF  RIVER  AND 
RAINBOW  TROUT 

from  naturally  kept  parent  fish.  Sent  against 
cash  on  delivery. — F.  and  E.  Ziemsen,  Viereg- 
genhof  bei  Wismar  in  Meckl.,  Germany. 


LONDON  THEATRES. 


DRURY  LANE  THEATRE  ROYAL. 
Managing  Director,  AKTHCit  Collins, 
Every  Day,  at  1.30  and  7.30,  THE  BABES  IN 
THE  WOOD.  Messrs.  Walter  Passmore,  Hairy 
Fragson,  Neil  Kenyon,  Lenncic  Pawle,  Harrison 
Brockbank,  Johnny  Danvers,  Arthur  Conquest  ; 
Mdmes.  Agnes  Eraser,  Madge  Vincent,  Meredith 
Meredro,  Florence  Warde,  and  Marie  George, 

HAYMARKET  THE  AIRE— Every  Evening, 
at  8.31),  HER  FATHER.  Mr.  Arthur  Bour 
Iiier ;  Messrs.  Cyril  Keightley,  Marsh  Allen, 
L.  Lane,  E.  W.  Tarver,  E.  B.  Payne  ;  Miss 
Henrietta  Watson  ;  Mesdanies  Angela  Van- 
)rngh,  G.  Baird,  N.  Moore,  M.  Aldridge,  and 
Miss  Marie  Lohr. 


THE  PLAYHOUSE,  Northumberland  Avenue, 
—Every  Evening  at  9.  THE  O'GRINDLES. 
Bv  H.  V.  Esmond.  Cyril  Maude  and  Winifred 
Emery,Alfred  Bishop,  Kenneth  Douglas,  Edmund 
Gwenn,  Alexandra  Carlisle.  Pollie  Emery,  Ac. 
Preceded  at  8.30  by  FRENCH  AS  HE  IS  SPOKE 
Matinee  Saturday  next  and  every  following 
Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  2.30.  All  seats 
can  be  booked. 


DALY'S  THEATRE.— Every  Evening  at  8.15 
THE  MERRY  WIDOW.  Messrs.  Robert 
Evett,  W.  H.  Berry,  Lennox  Pawle,  Gordon 
Cleather,  Fred  Kaye,  V.  O'Connor,  R.  Roberts, 
and  Joseph  Coyne  and  George  Graves ;  Misses 
Elizabeth  Firth,  Gabrielle  Ray,  G.  Lester, 
Desmond,  Glyn,  Welch,  Dombey.  Irving,  Le 
Grand,  Webster,  Munro,  and  Mis^  Lily  Elsie. 


YCEUM  THEATRE.  — Every  Day,  at  2  and 
7.30,  Grand  Pantomime,  ROBINSON 
CRUSOE.  Messrs.  John  E.  Coyle,  Brown  and 
LeClerq,  George  Brooks,  Espinosa,Chas.  Penro.se; 
Mesdames  Sybil  Arnndale,  Dorothy  Craske, 
Ouida  Macdermot,  Espinosa,  Ethel  James. 


A DELPHI  THEATRE.— Every  Day  at  2  and 
7.30,  ALADDIN.  Mesdames  Millie  Legarde, 
Sarah  Vrubell,  Doris  Dean,  and  Happy  Fanny 
Fields ;  Messrs.  M.  R.  Morand,  Harry  Claff,  and 
Malcolm  Scott. 


NEW  THEATRE.  —  Every  Evening,  at  8, 
THE  SCARLET  PIMPERNEL.  Fred 
Terry ;  Messrs.  J.  Carter  Edwards,  Horace 
Hodges,  Alfred  Kendrick,  Wigney  Percyval, 
Malcolm  Cherry,  D.  J.  Williams,  Frederick 
Groves,  Walter  Edwin,  E.  Pickering,  L.  Race 
Dunrobin  ;  Misses  Kathleen  Doyle,  Mary  Mac- 
kenzie, Claire  Pauncefort,  Marion  Sterling,  and 
Miss  Miriam  Lewis. 


ST.  JAMES'S  THEATRE,  King  Street,  Pall 
Mall.— Every  Evening,  at  8.40  sharp,  THE 
THIEF.  Mr.  George  Alexander  and  Miss  Irene 
"anbrugh.  Mr.  Sydney  Valentine,  Mr.  E.  Lyall 
Swete,  Mr.  Reginald  Owen. 

PRINCE  OF  WALES'  THEATRE.  —  Every 
Evening,  at  8,  MISS  HOOK  OF  HOLLAND. 
Mr.  G.  P.  Huntley,  Mr.  Maurice  Farkoa,  Messrs. 
George  Barrett,  Herbert  Clayton,  W.  Pringle ; 
Mesdames  Gracie  Leigh,  Eva  Kelly,  G.  Brogden, 
G.  Ivery,  Elsie  Spain, 


H.  JOHNSON,  Gut  Merchant. 

Send  1/.  for  3  SAMPLE  CASTS,  3  yards  each, 
tapered,  tine,  medium,  and  strong,  and  see 
Quality. 

BEST   SELECTED   DRAWN    GUT,  3.  4,  and  5x, 

13  ni.,  2/6  ;  15  in.,  3/- ;  IS  in.,  4/-  per  100. 
BEST  UNDRAWN  GUT,  2x,  fine,  16  in.,  2/6; 

18  in.,  3/- ;  20  in.,  3/6  per  100. 
GUT    CASTS,    FIRST    QUALITY,  1  yard,  1/4; 

2  yards,  2/6  ;  3  yards,  3/6  per  doz. 
BEST    SOLID    PLAITED    ROACH    LINES,  per 

100  yards,  1/6;  BARBEL.  2/-;  PIKE,  3/6. 
BEST    NOTTINGHAIW    LOBS    AND    BAG.  3/4 

per  1,000.  THE  TRADE  S0PPLIED. 

155,  Waterway  Street,  Nottingham 


ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY 

Patron :  HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING. 

P«sirfen(— H.R.H.  The  Duke  of  Connaught,  K.G 


Thirty-Seventh  Season,  1907-1908. 


ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 

Ash  Wednesday  Evg.,  4th  Mar.,  1908 

AT  8  O'CLOCK. 

THE  DREAM  OF 
GERONTIUS 

ELGAR. 


Miss    GERTRUDE  LONSDALE 
Mr.   GERVASE  ELWES. 
Mr.   DALTON  BAKER. 


BAND  AND  CHORUS,  ONE  THOUSAND. 
Organist— Mr.  H.  L.  Balkour,  Mcs.B. 
Conductor— Slv  FREDERICK  BRIDGE,  M.V.O. 

Doors  open  at  7  ;  commence  at  8  o'clock, 
stalls,  7s.6rf. ;  Arena, 6s. ;  Balcony,  Reserved,  !5s. 
Unreserved,  4s.  ;  Boxes  from  £1  lis.  6rf.  to  £3  3s 
Gallery  (Promenade),  One  Shilling.  Tickets  may 
be  liad  of  the  usual  Agents,  and  at  the  Royal 
Albert  Hall. 


QUEEN'S  HALL. 

TflE  QUEEN'S  HALL  ORCHESTRA'S 

SEVENTH 

SYMPHONY  CONCERT, 

Saturday,  Feb.  ISth,  1908,  at  3. 


Overture,  Der  Freischiitz    Weber 

Symphony   No.    6,    in    li  minor 

(PathctiiiMc)    Tchaikovsky 

Introduction    and    Fugue  from 

Sonata  No.  2,  in  A  minor,  for 

Violin  alone   .T.  S.  Bach 

Solo  Violin,  Mr.  MAURICE  SONS. 
Scherzo  for  Orchestra  L'Apprenti 

Sorcier    Duka 

Overture,  The  Bartered  Bride   Smetana 


Solo  Violin,  Mr.  MAURICE  SONS. 
Conductor,  Mr.  HENEY  J.  WOOD. 


7».  6(/.,  5s.,  28.  6d.,  usual  Agents;  Chappell's 
Box  Office,  Queen's  Hall ;  and  Queen's  Hall 
Orchestra,  Limited,  320,  Regent  Street,  W. 

ROBERT  NEWMAN.  Manager. 


LONDON  BALLAD  CONCERTS 

Forty-Second  Season. 

(Under  the  direction  of  Messrs.  Boosey  ds  Co.) 

ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL, 

Fifth  Concept  of  ttte  Season. 

Saturday  Morning,  Feb.  15,  1908, 
At  2.45.     Doors  open  at  1.45. 
Htttstes : 

Miss  LOUISE  DALE  and  Miss  EDITH  EVANS. 
Miss  MAUD  WRIGHT  and  Miss  DILVS  JONES. 
Mr.  WALTER  HYDE  and  Mr.  GERALD  ALLEN. 
Mr.  HARRY  DEARTH  and 
Mr.  CAMPBELL  McINNES. 
Solo  Pianoforte;  Miss  IRENE  SCHARRER. 
Solo  Violin:  VECSEY. 
Accompanists:  Mr.  SAMUEL  LIDDLE  and  Mr. 

F.   A.  SEWELL. 
Tickets :  Amphitheatre  Stalls,  6».   Family  Ticket  (to 
admit  Four  to  Stalls),  218.     Arena  (Reserved),  .'ig. 
Unreserved  Seats,  Ss.,  28.  and  Is.  Boxes,  £3  38.,  £2  28. 
and  £1 18. 

Tickets  a.t  the  Royal  Albert  Hall  Ticket  Office  ;  Boosey 
&  Co. '8  London  Ballad  Concert  Office,  298.  Regent  St.,W. 
and  the  usual  Agents.   (Telephone  1508  Gerrard). 


CARETAKER. 


Advertiser  and  Wife 
SEEK  SITUATION. 

Age  32  years ;  both  strong  and  capable, 
Best  references. — "B.  L.,"  8,  Median 
Boad,  Lower  Clapton,  N.E. 


Cast  yopr  Eye  on  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES, 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 

or  12  doz.  for  6s. 
THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 

WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 
for  magniticence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powers 

—having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle, 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 


WHITE  BROTHERS 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 
 OMAOH,  IRELAND, 


TROUT  WATER 

TO  LET 

at  Winchester.  Exclusive  right  (with 
slight  reservations)  to  angle  from  both 
sides  of  the  Itchen,  the  reputed  haunt  of 
Izaak  Walton.  30  guineas  for  season, 
payable  in  advance. — Apply  to  WiLLiiM 
Tanner,  Estate  Agent,  Winchester. 


NORWEGIAN  ANGLINGS 

AT   FIRST  COST. 

No  Middleman's  Profits. 

Some  of  the  best  Beats  on  the  Nanisen  and  Gula 
and  other  Rivers  TO  BE  LET  at  owners'  own 
prices  through  the  agency  of  Mr.  R.  Kjelcsbero, 
Trondhjeni,  who  will  give  reliable  information. 
Also  Trout  Fishings  and  Shootings.  Telegraphic 
Address  :  "  Kjeldsberg,  Tiondhjem." 


PROUT'S 


niPLOMA 
FiSUEltlES 

Exhibition, 
1SS3. 


Will  WATERPROOF,  SOFTEN,  and  PRESERVE 
^ME^^^';  I'lSHING,  SHOOTING,  and  GOLFING 
BOOIS,  rendering  them  imnerrious  to  the  wet.preventinir 
cold  and  damp  feet ;  also  HAHNESH,  HOSE.  &c. 
CAMDI  EC  Medal  Cape  Town,  1906.  and  Naval  and 

OHIYICLCO  Fisheries  Ex.,  msi. 

PER  POST.  Of  Bootmakers,  Stores,  &c. 

Id.  to  1/6  PER  BOX. 

25,  Beak  Street,  W. 


'I  j>uuL.mitK.fis,  owires,  (SC. 

DUBBIN 


Anglers  wishing'  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishiner  the  Derbyshire  Streams 

SHOULD  ADVBRTISK  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  &  BELPER  JOURNAL. 
Chargts  very  moderate. 
Address:  Kine:  Street.  Al'freton. 


Pears 

No  impurity  in  Pears^ 
Soap. 

Economical  in  use 

It  wears  out  only  for  your 
comfort  and  cleanliness. 

Sold  in  every  land. 


February  8,  1908 


THE  FISHINa  GAZETTE 
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Xettete  to  the  lEbitor, 

i^Ve  do  not  Jiold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

THE  INKY  BOY  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Deae  Sib, — It  is  proverbially  difficult  to  argue 
on  his  own  ground  with  the  master  of  thirty  legions, 
and  as  you  a  e  sole  masier  of  your  serried  columns, 
you  can  open  or  close  them  at  will.  I  venture  to 
think,  however,  that  you  will  not  entirely  refuse 
hospitality  to  my  "  thin  red  line." 

After  carefully  perusing  all  the  remarks  which 
refer  to  me  in  your  paper  from  March  16  of  last 
year  onward,  I  find  only  thres  definite  points 
wherein  you  have  challenged  my  statements. 

(I)  You  stated  in  your  footnote  to  my  letter  of 
Jan.  4  that  I  could  not  claim  that  my  father  in- 
vented the  Wilxinson,  the  Black  Dosa,  the  Donkey, 
and  one  or  two  other  flies. 

The  answer  to  this  "criticism"  was  made  on 
•Tan.  18  by  ray  son  in  thesaword;: — "My  father 
took  upwards  of  two  years  in  collecting  the  authors' 
names  and  other  details  concerning  several 
flies  which  he  described  in  his  books.  All 
the  flies  invented  by  relatives,  save  'Wil- 
kinson '  and  '  B.O.B.,'  were  named  by  my 
father,  so  that  it  is  impossibla  for  you  to  know 
.nnything  more  about  them  than  what  he  told  you 
or  has  published.  My  father  still  retains  all  par- 
ticulars of  the  flies  in  question." 

On  Tuesday,  J  an.  28,  I  was  able  to  look  through 
these  particulars,  and  found  that  some  written  by 
my  father  in  the  year  1846  were  pubhshed  in  a 
provincial  newspaper  before  you  came  into  the 
world. 

(2)  You  stated  that  I  claimed,  unduly,  to  be  the 
pioneer  of  "mixed  wings." 

If  my  letter  of  Jan.  25  does  not  show  that  I 
i  itroduced  a  complete'.y  new  system  of  mixed  wings, 
then  I  do  not  know  the  va'ue  of  language.  This 
portion  occupied  twenty-three  lines  of  your  space, 
and  was  a  completely  reasoned  argument. 

(3)  You  stated  that  others  had  introduced  and 
recommended  the  system  of  striking  from  the  winch 
before  I  claimed  it. 

I  devoted  twenty  lines  of  your  space  to  demon 
strate  by  facts  that  your  statement  was  incorrect. 
4nd  I  no  w  know  for  certain  that  my  winch,  specially 
made  for  the  purpose,  was  turned  out  two  or  three 
years  be.'ore  your  paper  was  published.  A  short 
editorial  note  at  the  bottom  of  this  letter  declares 
that  it  "contains  no  answer  to  criticisms.'''  This 
refers  to  points  2  and  3. 

This  remarkable  proceeding  reminds  me  of  the 
.Christian  Scientist  who  solemnly  declared  that  there 
was  no  such  thing  as  a  stomach  ache,  which  merely 
exists  in  the  fancy  of  the  ach-r.  Obviously  I  can- 
not go  on  repeating  my  replies  like  a  recurring 
decimal,  neither  your  space  nor  my  persistence 
would  endure  it. 

You  said  in  a  footnote  to  my  son's  letter  (Jan.  18) 
that  if  you  were  proved  to  be  wrong  you  would 
apologise.  You  have  continusd  to  stats,  without 
one  atom  of  proof,  that  I  am  wrong.  I  have  given 
you  ample  proof  to  show  that  I  am  right.  You 
calmly  ignore  these,  and  say  they  are  "w)  answers." 

Either  show  (by  facts,  not  assertions)  that  I  am 
wrong,  or  do  what  you  said  you  would.  Se 
goumettre  ou  se  di'mettre. 

Personally  I  don't  care  which  you  do ;  but  my 
friends  and  supporters  are  pressing  me  not  to  sit 
down  quietly  under  unfounded  aspersions. 

I  am  compelled  to  say,  in  conclusion,  that  I  have 
adduced  a  number  of  facts,  and  that  you  have 
adduced  none.  This,  I  am  afraid,  is  the  truth,  the 
whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth. — Yours  not 
less  amicably  than  before,         Geo.  M.  Kelson 


regards  the  suggestion  of  "  striking  from  the  winch  " 
claimed  by  Mr.  Kelson  in  his  book  published  in  1895, 
I  say  the  suggestion  had  been  made  years  previously 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  not  by  liim.  Why  does 
he  talk  nonsense  about  "  stomach  ache  "  instead  of 
proving  that  I  am  wrong— inventing  a  reel  has 
nothing  to  do  with  publication  of  a  sugge  ted 
system.  This  long  correspondence  has  helped  to 
enliven  these  non-fishing  days,  but  it  has  not  helped 
Mr.  K.  to  prove  his  claims  are  well  founded  !— Ed.j 


NETTING  OF  LANDING-NETS. 
Deah  Sib,— In  reply  to  "  Duffer  "  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Jan.  25,  to  commence  the  basa  of  the  net, 
tie  the  "netting  string"  on  to  the  "foot-strinz 
loop  "  and  keep  on  using  the  "foot-string  loop  "  as 
if  it  were  a  number  of  stitches  on  a  previous  row  ; 
when  the  first  row  is  completed  it  simply  amounts 
to  a  row  of  stitches  knotted  on  to  a  string  which 
can  be  easily  withdrawn  as  previously  described. 
The  "  netting  string  "  referred  to  in  my  last  is  the 
"  needle  string  "  E  {see  Fig.  II.  in  my  letter  of  Jan.  4) 
ready  to  continue  the  net. 

Ri  Mr.  A.  Massey-Spencer's  criticism  of  mine  of 
Jan.  4,  I  cannot  at  all  understand  his  remarks,  and 
can  only  conclude  he  is  criticising  more  by  theory 
than  practice.  I  have  netted  a  great  many  nets  on 
this  principle,  both  for  landing-nets  and  prawn- 
nets,  and  never  had  one  which  hung  in  the  way  he 
describes;  the  very  fact  of  commencing  with  a 
square  or  oblong  base  prevents  the  net  falling  to  a 
point  at  the  bottom,  like  "the  extinguisher  of  a 


P.S. — With  regard  to  M.  le  Vicomte  de  Poncins, 
my  recommendation  to  liim  is  to  get  a  "  Fishing 
Primer. ' ' 

[What  is  the  use  of  giving  Mr.  Kelson  space  week 
after  week  to  give  proofs  when  he  only  gives 
assertions  again — what  is  the  use  of  mentioning 
some  provincial  newspaper  unless  its  title  and 
date  are  given,  then  I  might  be  able  to  get  hold 
of  it.  The  Black  Dog  is  one  of  the  most  celebrated 
and  at  the  present  day  most  kilUng  of  salmon  flies. 
Mr.  Kelson  claims  it  as  invented  by  his  father,  and 
gives  no  more  proof  than  in  the  other  cases  he 
refers  to.  I  h&.  e  seen  the  dres  ing  of  the  Black 
Dog  given  as  a  famous  Tay  pattern  years  before 
1 846.  I  believe  I  published  it  in  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
and  said  Mr.  Malloch  would  be  interested  in  it. 
If  Mr.  Kelson  hiid  merely  claimed  to  have  improved 
the  method  of  putting  mixed  wings  on  a  hook  I 
should  not  have  referred  to  it,  but  he  claimed  to 
be  the  "pioneer"  of  the  "system"  of  making 
salmon  flies  with  what  he  called  "  mixed  wings," 
and  I  say  he  has  no  right  to  make  such  a  claim 
merely  for  what  he  considers  an  improvement.  As 


candle.' '  Of  course  by  using  very  great  force  it  is 
possible  to  pull  a  net  into  any  shape.  I  enclose 
photos  illustrating  my  landing-net  made  according 
to  my  instructions  (see  my  letter  of  Jan.  4),  which 
has  been  in  use  about  twelve  months.  Fio-.  I.  ig  the 
net  simply  shaken  out,  not  pulled  in  liny  way. 
Fig.  II.  is  the  same  net  with  a  large  orange  in  the 
bottom  of  it.  and  even  with  this  it  will  be  s?on  that 
it  is  not  hke  Mr.  A.  Massey-Spencer's  "  candle 
extinguisher." 

I  feel  sure  if  he  will  make  a  small  net,  as  an 
experiment,  on  the  lines  I  describe,  he  will  find 
what  I  say  is  quite  correct,  and  if  he  will  examine 
an  expensive  pro  essionally-niade  landing-net  he 
will  be  able  to  follow  the  stitches  exactly  the  sama 
as  mine.  A  net  made  on  the  lines  he  suggests 
would  have  a  large  quantity  of  half-stitches  all 
over  the  bottom,  a  thing  which  I  never  saw  in  a 
professionally-made  net. 

Re  string,  I  never  found  this  to  kink  in  working 
or  when  wet,  it  always  works  smoothly  and  never 
gets  hard  in  water. 

I  notice  Mr.  Massey-Spencer  commences  his  net 
upon  an  old  one.  How  was  the  first  net  made  ? 
Was  it  c  eated  ? — Yours  truly, 

Walter  H.  Meigh. 
P.S. — As  a  proof  that  my  illustrations  are  not 
faked,  I  am  forwarding  you  my  landing-net  for 
inspection. 

[The  net  is  as  photographed.  I  like  them  a  little 
deeper. — Ed.] 


ROTHER  NETTING. 

Dear  Sib,— In  reply; to  Mr.  C.  H.  Stenning,  I 
have  no  reason,  and  never  had,  to  attack  Mr.  Daws. 
On  the  only  two  occasions  I  have  met  him  he  has 
told  me  the  most  likely  places  to  fish,  pointed  out 
the  deepest  lioles,  told  me  the  best  baits  to  us  •  and 
given  me  all  the  help  and  advice  of  his  thirty-two 
year^  experience,  and  if  I  met  Mr.  Daws  to-morrow 
and  he  IS  agre. •able,  I  am  sure  I  shall  be  only  too 
pleased  to  have  a  chat  with  him,  and  then  grumble 
about  the  nitting. 

I  mike  no  att  ick  on  Mr.  Daws  ;  all  I  have  said  I 
am  prepared  to  substantiate,  namt-ly  I  never 
caught  a  22.b.  jack;  that  I  did  fish  a  whole  fort- 
night. With  three  others,  and  never  got  a  run  ;  that 
all  my  subscriptions  are  paid ;  and  that  the  river 
Kother  and  its  tributaries  are  as  much  or  more  net- 
ted poached,  and  night-hned  than  any  other  ri /er 
m  England. 

With  regard  to  netting  on  Sunday,  Jan.  20,  the 
netters  were  bu  ^y  in  a  tributary  of  the  Rother  (that 
is  under  the  Conservancy)  at  Wittershara  Road  one 
man  alone  taking  over  1  cwt.  of  fish  ;  this  '•  random 
grotesque  statement  "  I  am  in  a  pjsition  to  prove 
On  Feb.  2  all  I  saw  was,  at  2.30  in  the  afternooA 
a  very  busy  pair  of  bailiffs  looking  for  netters  a 
ttung  i  have  never  seen  on  the  Rother  before  This 
alone  repays  me  fully  for  all  Mr.  Daws'  unkind 
remarks.  He  may  pile  tham  on  as  heavy  as  ho 
hkes,  if  he  can  only  stop  the  ne:ting. 

Wnen  a  man  want;  anything  he  is  generally 
prepared  to  pay  something  for  it.  Now,  I  am 
only  a  working  man;  but  my  amount  of 
sympathy  for  the  future  is  os.  toward^  the 
cost  of  every  conviction  and  5s.  for  every 
baihff  who  obtains  a  conviction.  And  if  I  had 
a  say  in  matters,  I  would  appoint  a  dozen  bailiffs 
(old  netters  for  preference)  at  £1  a  year  with  a  goDd 
annual  dinner,  and  grant  every  labouring  man 
living  within  four  miles  of  the  Rother  a  license  to 
fash  for  sixpence  a  year,  with  a  10s.  reward  lor  e.  e  v 
time  he  reported  a  netter,  dynamiter  (perhaps  this 
sounds  "random  and  grotes_,ue "),  or  poacher  of 
any  kind.  He  will  alsj.  pleas  s  note  that  I  have  no 
authority  to  stop  a  man  and  demand  his  na  ne  a  id 
address,  even  if  netting  under  my  very  eyes  — 
Yours  truly,  Thos.  Wright. 

ly,  De  v  oashire-road, 

Bexhill -on-Sea. 


THE  ROTHER— A  PROTEST. 
Dear  Sir — In  accordance  with  your  request  I 
replied  to  Mr.  Wright's  letter  of  Jan.  1 1  Eve'rv 
word  IS  the  truth  ;  but  it  is  not  correct  that  Mr 
Wright  promised  me  a  guinea,  or  asked  me  to  start 
a  Ist  of  subscriptions;  he  never  did  anything  of 
the  kind.  If  he  will  reconsider  it,  he  will  find  that 
he  did  so  to  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Hastings  and  St 
Leona  ds  Angling  Association,  and  I  had  nothine 
whatever  to  do  with  the  matter.  It  is  rather  hard 
that  because  oie  angler  is  aggrieved  the  se-retarv 
has  to  p  It  up  with  all  his  fancies. 

I  find  I  have  used  over  twelve  hundred  postage 
stamps,  according  to  my  loa:  boo ;,  for  our  Associa- 
tion during  the  last  year  and-a-hal  ,  which  I  hone 
have  been  of  some  use.  ^ 

I  fail  to  see  what  we  have  to  do  with  Pevensev 
Haven,  which  is  not  in  the  district  of  the  Rother 
Board  of  Conservancy. — Yours  truly, 
Thom.\s  C.  Davvs', 
Secretary  to  the  Rother  Fishery  .Association. 

NETTING  OF  THE  ROTHER. 

1,^^^^-  Sn^— AH  anglers  will   sympathise  with 
Mr.  Wright  in  his  well-intentioned  correction  of  the 
weight  of  that  pike.    Those  of  us  who  have  often 
blushed  (or  wished  we  could)  when  we  have  listened 
to  the  fabulous  records  of  our  captu  es  will  thank 
him   for  stinding  out  so    firmly  for  the  truth 
the  whole  truth,  and  nothing    but    the  futh' 
in  matte  s  piscatorial.     Per  bar  s  a  ter  this  the 
"  truth  ui    angler"   will    find  an  apologist,  and 
C3es,  to  be  the  butt  and  jest  of  the  sceptical 
world.      The    records    of    an    "Angler's  Truth 
Research  Society,"  would  doubtless  be  profitable 
reading  ;  we  might  then  discover  u-ho  it  was  in  this 
mstance  told  t!ie  bailie  the  pike  weighed  2->lb 
IVIr.  Wright,  with  the  exactness  characteristic  of  him 
IS  not  the  least  reticent  in  writing  of  his  blank  days 
on  the  Rother.     How  di  Terent  this  from  many 
angling  acquaintances  we  could  mention'  Mr 
Wright,  to  still  more  fully  exemplify  the  spirit 
of  patience,  which  is  one  of  the  chief  attributes 
of    this    most    modest    angler,     does    not  like 
the  weaker  brethren,  after  a  succession  of  blanks 
stay  away,  but  again  and  again  visits  the  river' 
All  honour  to  him.    Possibly  it  was  limitation  of 
space,  and  that  only,  wliich  prevented  Mr.  W  after 
recounting  the  hosts  of  sins  of  the  Rother  conser- 
vators, from  putting  in  a  good  word  on  their  behalf  • 
possibly  if  space  had  allowed  he  would  have  told 
U3  how  much  better  the  water      preserved  now 
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than  was  the  case  only  two  or  three  years  ago- 
Then  netting  was  rampant,  prosecutions  unthoiight 
of,  bailiffs  unheard  of  beings.  Now  there  are  ten  or 
more  bailiffs,  and  it  is  only  infrequently  that  one  is 
not  asked  for  a  ticket.  Convictions  for  netting 
have  been  obtained,  and  more  will  dovibtless  follow  ; 
in  fact,  within  the  last  two  years  a  change  has  come 
"  o'er  the  scene,"  and  at  the  back  of  all  this,  work- 
ing for  the  anglers'  good  only,  is  a  body  of  riparian 
owners,  who  reoei\-e  not  so  much  as  a  penny  in  the 
shape  of  rental  for  the  angling  rights  of  the  water 
which  runs  through  their  land.  These  gentlemen, 
working  solelj^  in  the  anglers'  interests,  are  most 
ably  backed  up  by  one  of  the  most  enthusiastic  and 
courteous  of  secretaries  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Thos. 
Daws,  whom  to  know  is  to  respect.  Possibly  Mr. 
W.  has  met  Mr.  Daws  and  can  confirm  this  small 
meed  of  praise.  As  much  as  I  appreciate  the  efforts 
of  Mr.  W. ,  I  am  afraid  that  his  letter  will  tend  to 
stop  the  flow  of  subscriptions  to  the  Rother 
Association.  This  is  much  to  be  regretted  as  the 
whole  of  the  money  is  wisely  spent  in  administration 
only,  and  that  they  make  bad  debts  is  obvious  from 
Mr.  Daw's  letter.  Evidently  the  whole  of  Mr.  W.'s 
generous  contribution  does  not  reach  the  R.A.,  it 
seems  to  get  stuck  halfway.  I  may  state  that  the 
Hastings  Association  is  not  an  offender  in  this 
respect.  Again  thanking  Mr.  W.  for  his  efforts  on 
behalf  of  the  "  truthful  angler." — Yours  truly, 
H.  DowSETT,  Hon.  Sec. 
Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  A.  A. 


GRAYLING  IN  PEEBLESSHIRE. 

De.aji  Sir, — With  reference  to  the  grayling  in 
Peeblesshire,  I  can  fully  corroborate  Mr.  A.  N. 
Wilson's  assertion  that  they  are  scarce.  Though  I 
have  not  been  there  for  the  last  year  or  so,  for 
several  seasons  I  fished  the  Tweed  in  the  vicinity 
of  Peebles  and  Cardrona  for  trout  in  August  or 
September,  and  only  once  did  I  see  a  grayling ;  this 
was  a  beautiful  fish  of  fully  1  lb.  weight. 

I  entirely  agree  with  Mr.  Wilson's  arguments  that 
the  association's  rule  is  ridiculous,  but  as  that  part 
of  the  Tweed  is  admittedly  unsuitable  and  can  never 
be  a  really  good  grayling  water,  the  Peeblesshire 
grayling  are  hardly  worth  fighting  about. — Yours 
truly.  Golden  Crow. 


DO  SERPENTS  EAT  FISH  ? 

Dear  Sir, — ^The  curiously  interesting  experienc3 
of  your  correspondent  "  Adder  "  recalls  to  mind  a 
somewhat  similar  one  which  happened  to  me  in 
Mexico  last  summer,  and  which  will  throw  a  little 
light  upon  the  question  aa  to  whether  snakes  will 
eat  fish. 

I  was  fishing  for  carp  in  the  Viga  Canal,  which 
rises  in  some  springs  about  ten  miles  from  Mexico 
City,  and  is  principally  used  for  the  conveyance  of 
fruit  and  vegetables  to  the  city  from  the  surround- 
ing country.  I  had  chosen  a  spot  in  a  maize  field 
where  a  water-lane  of  fair  width  formed  an  eddy  at 
its  junction  with  the  strong  running  canal,  on  the 
far  side  to  the  towing-path.  My  first  visit  or  two 
to  this  likely  swim  proved  a  failure  as  far  as  carp 
were  concerned  ;  although  I  was  convinced  they 
were  there  if  anywhere,  and  had  been  told  that  there 
were  good  ones  in  the  canal,  and  that  their  ancestors 
had  sailed  across  the  sea  long  ago  with  the  ruling 
Spaniards.  As  far  as  I  can  remember,  my  snaky 
experience  happened  on  my  second  visit  to  this 
eddy.  I  had  caught  a  number  of  what  the  Indians 
call  "  hweelies,"  small  silvery  fish,  rather  like  our 
trout  in  shape,  but  with  the  head  and  mouth  of  the 
carp  family.  As  these  little  fish  (about  six  to  the 
poimd)  are  excellent  fried,  I  kept  all  I  caught,  and 
laid  them  together  under  a  covering  of  long  wet 
grass  to  keep  the  sun  off.  I  then  moved  up  stream 
as  the  fish  were  beginning  to  bite  shily  at  the  small 
earthworm  bait.  When  1  returned  to  where  the 
fish  lay,  thgre  lay  also  a  snake  about  two  feet  in 
length,  and  with  one  of  my  treasured  hweelies  half 
way  down  his  throat,  head  foremost.  I  promptly 
put  my  foot  on  him,  but  as  he  instantly  reared  up 
as  if  to  strike,  I  acknowledge  that  I  as  promptly 
took  it  off  again,  deeming  discretion  far  the  best 
part  of  valour  ;  for,  being  a  stranger  to  the  country, 
I  was  not  well  versed  in  its  venomed  and  non- 
venomed  snakes.  Later  I  found  that  these,  may  I 
say  fish-eating,  snakes  were  quite  harmless,  and 
were  amphibious  —  indeed,  you  sometimes  hook 
them  on  a  worm  while  carp  fishing. 

Let  me  advise  any  angler  who  finds  himself  in 
Mexico  City  during  the  summer  months  to  give  the 
Viga  Canal  a  really  good  trial  for  carp.  1  had  several 
capital  fish  from  the  eddy  I  have  mentioned — at 
the  first  water-lane  you  come  to  on  the  far  side  to 
the  towpath,  about  a  mile  above  Mexicalcingo,  a 
village  six  miles  out  by  tram  from  the  city.  Several 
fish  ran  from  2ilb.  to  4ilb.,  while  my  heaviest 
weighed  5|lb.    The  latter  gave  me  great  sport  and 


not  a  little  heart-beating,  as  I  had  left  my  landing- 
net  at  home  because  my  previous  outings  had  given 
me  naught  but  hweelies,  and  I  was  using  light  perch 
tackle.  Out  of  Mexico's  great  fresh-water  lake, 
Chapala,  I  also  had  one  really  good  carp  daring  a 
short  \  isit  there.  He  took  me  a  full  half-hour  to 
land,  a'though  his  weight  did  not  exceed  5|^lb.  ;  but 
he  was  perlect  in  condition  and  colour,  and  was 
hooked  on  the  outside  of  his  nose.  In  the  Viga  I 
ground-baited  witli  ordinary  breakfast  rolls  and 
bran,  mixed  with  a  little  earth. 

Let  me  wish  a  tight  line  to  any  wandering  angler 
whose  steps  I  may  direct  to  that  cosy  corner  among 
the  tall,  swallowtail,  butterfly-haunted  thistles  in 
the  mighty  maize  field ;  and  may  he  get  fixed  up  in 
that  proverbial  monster  fellow  who  was  the  first  to 
take  me,  and  the  fii-st  and  last  to  break  me,  under  a 
thick  mass  of  floating  water-hyacinth  and  a  passing 
barge  ! — Yours  truly,     Ch.4JBles  A.  C.  Jeffcock. 


WINGING  PLIES. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent 
"G.  G.  H.'s  "  inquiry  I  should  like  first  to  point  out 
that  his  picture  (^)  of  the  natural  upwinged  dun  errs 
in  having  the  front  edge  of  the  wings  perpendicular. 
In  life  the  fly  has  its  wings  distinctly  set  back 
twenty  or  thirty  degrees  from  the  perpendicular. 
Wlien  I  first  began  to  tie  trout-flies  I  did  so  with 
the  assistance  of  Mr.  F.  M.  Halford's  "Floating 
Flies,  and  How  to  Dress  Them,"  and  I  certainly 
read  his  descriptions  as  meaning  that  the  fly  was 
to  be  winged  as  in  "  G.  G.  H.'s"  picture  i?.  But 
one  day  in  an  experimental  mood  I  tied  a  pair  of 
wings  from  one  slip  of  feather  doubled,  and  I  found 
that  the  wing  which  was  tied  like  "  G.  G.  H.'s" 
figure  C  sat  better,  was  much  sounder,  and  rounded 
better  at  the  tip,  and  was  less  inclined  to  Split 


than  the  other.  I  mentioned  my  discovery  to  Mr. 
Halford,  and  he  assured  me  that  I  had  misread 
him,  and  that  he  meant  all  wings  to  be  tied  as  in 
figure  C.  I  accordingly  tied  that  way  afterwards, 
and  though  I  admit  that  in  appearance  the  wing 
is  not  so  natural,  I  think  "  G.  G.  H."  will  find  that 
wings  so  tied  divide  more  neatly,  are  less  liable  to 
break  fibre  in  dressing,  and  can  be  much  more 
roughly  handled  both  in  dressing  and  in  casting 
than  those  tied  as  in  figure  B.  Moreover,  they 
round  better  at  the  tips.  Lots  of  Redditch-tied 
flies  are  dressed  like  B,  but  it  will  be  noticed  that 
it  is  found  necessary  to  use  the  scissors  to  the  tips. 
Tied  the  other  way,  the  longer  fibre  being  at  the 
back  works  up  to  and  supports  the  shorter  front 
fibre,  instead  of  tending  to  break  away  from  it,  and 
no  cutting  is  needed.  Again,  a  pair  of  wings  tied 
like  B  tend  to  sit  close  together  along  the  front 
and  to  separate  widely  behind,  whereas  tied  like  C 
they  seem  to  divide  more  easily  and  evenly  back 
and  front,  so  that  the  fly  more  surely  falls  cocked, 
and  has  less  tendency  to  spin. 

A  trout-fly  is  necessarily  a  compromise.  It  is  no 
u;e  making  it  wonderfully  like  a  fly  in  the  hand, 
if  the  first  nick  or  two  in  the  air  or  the  first  wetting 
destroys  its  likeness.  A  certain  degree  of  durability 
is  essential,  and  I  find  C  a  much  more  durable 
method  of  winging  than  B,  and  the  durability  is 
worth  a  slight  sacrifice  of  verisimilitude. 

I  am  afraid  it  is  very  difficult  to  be  clear  and 
precise  on  this  subject,  but  I  hope  I  have  made 
myself  clear  enough  to  enable  your  correspondent, 
at  any  rate  after  a  few  experiments,  to  see  what  I 
mean. — Yours  truly,  G.  E.  M.  Skues. 


THE  RIVER  BOLLIN. 
Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  Jan.  25  your  Lanca- 
shire contributor  writes  as  follows  :  "If  the  report 
is  true,  the  poor  old  BoUin  will  be  heavily  fished 
this  coming  season.  Arrangements  are  said  to  be 
made  for  thousands  to  fish  this  stream ;  in  fact,  if 
everyone  entitled  to  fish  one  part  were  there  at  thi* 
same  time  they  would  be  about  two  yards  apart. 
The  water  is  a  good  one,  but  will  require  liberal 
stocking." 

As  he  does  not  state  which  length  of  the  river  is 
likely  to  be  affected  by  such  a  decimating  process, 
his  meaning  might  easily  be  construed  as  applying 
to  the  whole  of  the  river.  As  a  member  of  the 
senior  society — namely,  the  Bollin  Angling  Associa- 
tion, who  have  preserved  the  greater  portion  of  the 
Bollin  for  thirty-five  years  or  more — let  me  definitely 
state  that  no  such  method  of  angling  is  likely  to  be 
adopted  by  us.  The  particular  length  preserved  by 
this  association  is  one  of  about  ten  miles,  lying 
between  Cattle  Mill  and  Bollington  Mill  (Dunham), 
and  is  well  stocked  yearly  with  trout  and  grayling 
reared  at  the  association's  own  hatchery.  The 
stream  is  fished  in  a  sportsmanlike  manner  by  a 
limited  number  of  rods,  who  are  content  with  retain- 
ing fish  on  a  nine  inch  limit,  thus  making  it 
impossible  for  the  water  to  be  over-fished. 

I  have  a  pretty  good  idea  which  length  of  the 
river  is  in  the  mind  of  your  contributor — one  of 
about  three  or  four  miles  on  the  lower  portion  of 
the  river. 

It  is,  however,  not  everyone  who  knows  thi=,  and 
upon  these  grounds  I  take  exception  to  the  wording 
of  his  report.  Considering  the  difficulty  and  expense 
of  maintaining  a  good  head  of  fish  nowadays,  and 
apart  from  my  objection,  I  cannot  think  for  a 
moment  any  association  would  put  a  stream  to  so 
severe  a  strain,  and  I  trust  the  report  is  not  true. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Editor,  will  you  kindly  request 
your  contributor,  when  reporting  abnormal  news 
concerning  the  Bollin,  to  specify  the  length  in 
question,  thereby  obviating  any  possible  chance  of 
misunderstanding. — Yours  truly,  H.  H.  S. 


RE  LANTERN  LECTURE  ON  TROUT- 
FISHING  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  inquiry  by  your  corre- 
spondent "Thym,"  I  would  suggest  that  he  put 
himself  into  communication  with  "Halcyon" 
(Mr.  F.  M.  Walbran),  whose  advertisement  is  to  bo 
found  on  page  iii  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Feb.  1, 
and  who  has  given  some  interesting  lectures  here- 
abouts. 

With  hearty  good  wishes  for  the  continued  suc- 
cess of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  of  which  [  have  been  a 
reader  from  its  birth,  and  which  I  look  for  to-day 
with  as  keen  an  interest  as  ever,  I  am— Yours 
truly,  Geo. 

Leeds. 


GLUE  OR  CEMENT  FOR  SPLIT-CANE  RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  "  Occasional  Notes "  of 
Jan.  25  you  ask  if  some  amateur  rod-maker  would 
tell  you  how  to  get  or  make  a  good  glue,  one  that  will 
hold  well  and  stand  damp.  I  notice  Mr.  Hoarder's 
reply  in  the  issue  of  Feb.  I  about  Russian  g.ue,  but 
have  never  tried  it.  I  have  always  foimd  that  the 
best  joiner's  or  cabinet-maker's  glue,  freshly  made, 
will  stand  any  amount  of  hard  work,  and  if  varnished 
any  amount  of  wet  weather. 

I  have  never  found  any  of  my  rods  give  way,  and 
I  have  fished  many  a  wet  day  through.  The  great 
secret  is  in  the  gluing  up.  If  the  sections  are  not 
bound  together  before  the  glue  gets  stiff,  no  sort  of 
glue  will  stand.  It  must  be  put  together  whilst 
hot  to  get  all  the  glue  out  that  is  not  needed  to 
make  a  joint  hold  fast.  ^  That  is  my  experience,  and 
it  is  a  fairly  long  one. — Yours  truly, 

George  Butler.  ] 


A  TROUT  POACHER  CAUGHT. 

Dear  Sib, — Some  of  your  readers  will  be  in- 
terested to  know  that  I  have  trapped  an  otter. 
Often  visitors  have  taken  turns  with  me,  at  night, 
when  trying  to  shoot  one. — Yours  truly, 

Whichford  Mill  Fishery,  E.  W.  Cook. 

Shipston-on-Stour,  Warwickshire. 


FISHING  NEAR  EASTBOURNE.  ' 
Dear  Sir, — Thinking  of  spending  my  holidays  at 
Eastbourne,  I  should  be  pleased  if  any  of  your 
readers  could  give  me  any  information  of  fresh- 
water fishing  in  that  neighbourhood,  and  oblige. 
— Yours  truly,  F.  Ponsforu. 

{Several  letters  are  held  over.) 
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The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Satm-day  and  can  lie 
obtained  at  the  Railway  Bookstalls  of  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith 
and  Son  and  Messrs.  Wyman  and  Sons,  and  of  the  principal 
Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and  the 
Provinces. 

In  Si'otland  the  FISHING  Gazette  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs. 
Meiizies  and  Mr.  R.  Graham's  principal  Bookstalls  and  of 
the  chief  Newsagents.  Where  not  regularly  on  sale,  the 
paper  can  always  be  had  to  order. 

Coniinunications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  FISHING  GAZETTE, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Corre.'ipondeiits  are  re(iuested  to  write  on  one  siiie  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  neces- 
sarily as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of 
good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will 
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SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  1.5,  1908. 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR, 


The  Fly  Fishers'  Club. 

Lord  Montagu  of  Beaulieu,  the  Conservative 
member  for  the  New  Forest  Division,  Hants,  is  a 
capital  all-round  sportsman,  and  the  Fly  Fishers' 
Club  members  are  looking  forward  to  a  jolly 
evening  with  Lord  Montagu  in  the  chair,  and  I 
have  much  pleasure  in  giving  his  portrait.  Lord 
Montagu  acted  as  Tiynes  correspondent  in  the 
Matabele  War  of  1896,  and  has  shot  and  fished  in 
all  parts  of  the  world — as  well  as  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  His  river,  the  Beaulieu,  in  Hampshire, 
affords  capital  sea-trout  fishing. 

Annual  Dinner  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 

Members  of  the  very  flourishing  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  Lord 
Desborough  is  to  preside  at  the  annual  dinner  to 
be  held  at  the  Hotel  Cecil  on  Wednesday  evening, 
March  11.  We  all  know  that  Lord  Desborough  is 
the  moving  spirit  of  the  International  Sports,  to 
be  held  at  the  great  City  of  Palaces,  which  that 
magician  Mr.  Imrie  Kiralfy  has  caused  to  rise  out 
of  the  wilds  of  Shepherd's  Bush. 

An  English  Angler  in  Baden  and  Thuringia. 

The  following  letter  was  not  intended  for  publi- 
cation, but  I  have  the  writer's  permission  to 
use  it : — 

"Dear  Mr.  Marston, — For  some  time  past  I 
have  intended  -writing  to  you,  firstly  to  thank  you 
for  your  letter  of  May  last,  and  secondly  to  give 
you  some  idea  of  a  six  months'  trip  to  Germany, 
during  four  months  of  which  I  was  fishing. 

"I  left  England  early  in  June  and  went  to 
Forbach  via.  Baden-Baden  ;  leaving  Dover  by  the 
midday  boat,  you  catch  a  good  train  to  Brussels, 
where  you  have  time  to  have  dinner  and  then  catch 
the  Baden-Baden  train,  which  gets  to  its  destina- 
tion between  five  and  six  next  morning.    I  had 


previously  written  to  Herr  Wiinsch,  the  proprietor 
of  the  Hotel  Friedrichhof,  Forbach,  who  had  a  , 
carriage  to  meet  us  at  Baden,  and  a  lovely  drive  i 
the  sixteen  or  eighteen  mijes  is.    Herr  Wiinsch  is 
an  excellent  host  in  every  way,  and  does  everything 
to  make  you  comfortable,  even  to  giving  you  I'^nglish 
beefsteaks,  which  he  cooks  himself  especially  for  ' 
you  ;  he  has  been  in  England  for  some  years,  and 
speaks  English  well,  which  is  a  great  thing  as  we  . 
could  not  speak  a  word  of  German.    The  hotel  is  a  { 
very  nice  place,  clean  and  airy,  looking  over  the 
Murg,  which  runs  just  below.'    And  now  to  the  \ 
fishing  :  I  soon  found  out  that  I  should  have  been 
there  six  weeks  earlier,  the  early  part  of  May  being 
the  best  time,  although  in  many  cases  snow  water 


r>\h.  at  least.  I  tried  for  that  fish  with  a  Devon 
minnow  afterwards,  but  had  no  luck.  I  was  fishing 
first  in  one  part,  then  in  another  every  day,  and 
although  the  sun  was  scorching  hot  most  days  in 
June  and  early  .July,  I  had  very  fair  sport,  and  some 
days  grand  sport.  One  day  a  friend  and  I  got 
forty-three  fisli  between  us,  all  with  dry-flv,  the 
smallest  fish  was  over  .Jib.,  the  average  fish  being 
nearly  ]  lb.,  and  grand  fighters  they  are.  In  one 
pool  he  and  I,  by  hanging  on  to  the  side  of  a  steep 
rock,  and  only  fishing  one  at  a  time  (as  we  had  to 
hold  each  other,  one  fishing  and  the  other  holding 
on  to  him),  we  got  fourteen  fish,  on  the  smallest  of 
Hies  and  finest  gut,  averaging  about  1  lb.  apiece. 
I  do  not  ever  remember  enjoying  myself  more,  not 
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Lord  Montagu  of  Beaulieu  Fishing  at  Hartford  Hole,  Beaulieu,  Hajipshire. 
(Lord  Montagu  is  to  preside  at  the  Annual  Dinner  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  I'lub,  on  March  9 
at  the  \\'hitehall  Rooms,  HcHel  M(5tro'pole.) 


is  in  the  river  about  then,  but  from  all  accounts 
this  does  not  affect  the  fish  much,  and  I  heard  of 
very  large  trout  bemg  taken  there,  5-pounders  and 
6-pounders— needless  to  say,  it  was  not  my  luck  to 
get  one  of  these.  I  am  generally  too  late  or  too 
early,  or  the  water  is  wrong  or  something  of  the 
kind— anyway,  when  I  hear  a  man  talking  of 
5-pounders  or  6-pounders  I  generally  take  it  all 
cu7n  grano ;  but  as  regards  the  Murg  I  do  honestly 
believe  that  there  are  some  very  big  fish  therein  i 
for  one  day  when  I  was  playing  a  fish  of  about  ^Ib.] 
while  bringing  him  to  the  net  I  saw  a  huge  trout 
dash  out  at  him  and  bite  him  nearly  in  two ;  the 
water  was  very  low  and  clear,  and  I  could  see  the 
fish  quite  plainly,  and  I  jshould  say  he  was  about  i 


even  the  day  I  got  my  first  salmon,  shortly  followed 
by  two  others.  I  had  a  letter  a  few  days  ago  from 
the  same  friend,  H.,  who  is  now  on  a  sporting  trip 
round  the  world.  He  says,  '  Never  shall  I  forget 
that  day's  fishing  when  we  got  those  fourteen 
beauties,  and  we  had  to  hold  on  to  each  other  like 
grim  death.'  But  I  must  not  say  more  about 
Forbach  and  the  Murg,  except  that  it  is  the  hardest 
river  I  ever  fished  in  the  way  of  getting  from  one 
pool  to  another — you  ought  to  be  a  monkey  or  a 
'  klip-springer ' ;  the  banks  are  all  rocks,  most  of 
which  you  have  to  climb,  or  make  jumps  from  one 
to  another.  To  sum  up  the  whole  thing,  you  must 
be  young  and  active  to  fish  the  Murg,  and  be 
insured  at  that. 
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"  Having  staj'ed  at  Forbach  a  month,  we  left  for 
Thuringia,  having  written  to  Herr  Hoddermann, 
who  informed  us  that  the  fishing  there  was  splendid, 
and  that  ' English  was  spoken  in  his  hotel,  which 
was  what  we  wanted.  To  make  a  long  story  short, 
we  arrived  at  Stadlingsfeld  Station,  Herr  Hodder- 
mann being  there  to  meet  ns.  We  soon  found  that 
he  could  speak  English,  but  only  one  word,  and 
that  was  '  yes.'  We  were  amazed,  as  you  may 
imagine,  but  to  make  sure  that  this  was  the  case, 

I  asked  him  if  he  was  a  d  d  fool,  and  he 

promptly  answered  '  yes.' 

"  Alas  1  I  must  not  write  more — a  pipe  has  just 
burst  in  the  house  and  we  are  being  flooded ;  will 
write  later  and  tell  you  of  my  further  experiences 
and  sport." 

Weights  of  Salmon  from  their  Length. 

It  is  always  interesting  to  me  to  test  Mr.  Edward 
Sturdy' s  Fishing  Gazette  scale  of  weights  of  salmon 
according  to  their  length  in  inches.  The  other 
evening  I  came  across  a  record— 40  salmon  and 
grilse  taken  by  "  J.  M.  S.,  Esq.,"  a  noted  salmon 
angler  of  Toronto,  when  fly-fishing  in  the  Moisie, 
in  June  and  July,  1858  (10  days). 

Of  course,  one  cannot  be  certain  exactly  how  the 
fish  were  measured.  Mr.  Sturdy  measures  from 
the  end  of  the  nose  to  the  end  of  the  middle  rays 
of  the  tail  fin. 

The  best  of  "  J.  M.  S.'s  "  fish  were  :— 

40Tlb.,  length  given  47in.  Mr.  Sturdy 's  |^scale 
gives  44  •  5061b.  for  an  average  47in.  fish. 

A  381b.  fish  is  given  as  45in.  Mr.  Sturdy's  scale 
gives  39- 0631b. 

Another  381b.  fish  is  given  as  45in. 

A  301b.  fish  as  42in.  (equals  31  7591b.  by  Mr. 
Sturdy's  scale). 

A  341b.  fish  as  43in.,  which  is  almost  up  to  Mr. 
Sturdy's  average — namely,  34  ■0821b. 

A  36flb.  fish  as  44iin.,  also  very  close  to'j^Mr. 
Sturdy's  36  -  SlBlb.  for  a  44in.  fish. 

A  2oilb,  fish  is  given  as  39in.  in  length.  Mr. 
Sturdy's  scale  gives  25  ■4281b.,  which  is  pretty 
close  to  255lb. 

A  291b.  fish  is  given  as  41in.,  and  Mr.  Sturdy's 
scale  gives  us  29  ■5441b.  for  that  length. 

These  Canadian  salmon  were  caught  just  fifty 
years  ago,  and  I  fancy  this  is  the  first  time  Mr. 
Sturdy's  wonderfully  accurate  scale  for  fish  in 
average  good  condition  has  been  applied  to 
Canadian  salmon. 

I  repeat  the  scale  for  salmon  here,  and  suggest 
that  salmon  anglers  would  find  it  interesting  and 
useful  to  cut  it  out  and  paste  it  in  their  pocket- 
books.  ' 
Salmon. 


Inches. 
30  . 


lb.  'Inches. 


lb. 


11-574       43    34  082 


31    12-770 

32    14  046 

33    15-404 

34    16-848 

35    18-379 

36    20 

37    21713 

38    23-522 

39    25 -.428 

40    27-435 

41    29-544 

42    31-759 


44    36-516 

45    39  063 

46    41-725 

47    44-506 

48    47-407 

49    50-432 

50    53-584 

51    56-864 

52    60-274 

53    63-819 

54    67-500 

55    71-320 


Some  New  Arrivals  at  the  Brighton  Aquarium. 

Mr.  Gillam,  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Sussex  Pisca- 
torial Society,  whose  headquarters  are  at  the 
Aquarium,  Brighton,  kindly  sends  me  this  in- 
teresting note.  Fancy  a  2301b.  skate  and  a  301b. 
conger  hauled  up  on  one  line  ! 

"  Just  now  the  Aquarium  is  very  interesting, 
more  especially  to  anglers.  There  is  a  large 
black  skate  on  view  (it  has  been  an  inmate  for 
nearly  six  weeks  now)  ;  it  weighs  between  2201b. 
and  2o01b.  ;  length,  6ft.  9in.  from  tip  of  nose  to 
tail  extremity,  5ft.  4in.  across  the  wings,  and 
at  the  thickest  part  about  lOin.  thick.  It  was 
caught  on  a  long  line  about  one  mile  off  the 
Palace  Pier  at  Brighton,  and  on  the  same  line 
were  taken  nine  other  skate  averaging  about  121b. 
each,  and  a  conger  of  over  301b.  All  these  fish  are 
now  alive  in  the  Aquarium. 

"  Some  cod,  about  61b.  to  7lb.  in  weight,  which 
were  caught  ofif  Brighton  in  the  trammel-nets, 
have  spawned  in  the  tanks  (it  at  first  floats  and 
then  sinks  in  the  course  of  development).  It  has 
been  carefully  transferred  to  a  smaller  table  tank, 
and  seems  to  be  fertile. 

"  The  Curator  has  also  successfully  spawned  the 
trout — rainbows  and  fario — and  the  ova  is  now 
hatching.  It  is  interesting  to  note  the  difference 
in  appearance  between  the  ova  of  the  rainbow  and 
fario,  the  rainbow  being  deeper  in  colour  (pink) 
and  larger  in  size.  There  are  between  five  and  six 
thousand  ova  in  the  rearing  trays." 


Since  the  above  was  written,  I  find  that  Sir 
Humphrey  Davy,  previous  to  1825,  mentions  a 
salmon  of  38^in.  as  weighing  22ilb.  The  Fishing 
Gazette  scale  gives  23 -5221b.  for  a  38in.  fish.  In 
1839,  Belton,  fishing  in  the  Namsen,  killed,  on  the 
fly,  a  salmon  which  he  says  weighed  "  over  401b.," 
of  which  the  length  was  46iin ;  the  Fishing 
Gazette  scale  gives  41  -  7251b.  for  a  46in.  fish.  Belton 
mentions  that  the  largest  Namsen  salmon  he  had 
lieard  of  up  to  1839  was  a  601b.  fish  taken  by  a 
native  angler — but  it  does  not  appear  to  be  very 
well  authenticated.  The  length  he  gives  of  his 
own  fish  checks  the  weight  and  makes  it  very  near 
the  scale. 

Good  Prospects  on  the  Spey, 

A  Spey  angler  tells  me  that  "  the  prospects  for 
the  opening  on  the  Spey  are  excellent.  The  river 
has  been  running  big  for  some  weeks,  and  not  too 
low  in  temperature.  In  fact,  fish  never  had  a 
better  chance  of  getting  in  before  the  nets  go  on. 
Unless  the  weather  takes  a  sudden  change  for  the 
worse,  there  ought  to  be  some  good  sport  on  the 
middle  and  lower  reaches  at  least," 


New  Way  of  Drying  a  Line. 

Mr.  David  Pine  writes : — "  I  see  that  you  dried 
your  line  with  a  hot  cinder.  No  doubt  this  method 
is  eff'ectual,  but  rather  costly."  Yes;  but  it  would 
be  a  good  thing  if  all  unreliable  lines  were  dried 
with  hot  cinders,  instead  of  being  used  to  hook  the 
fish  of  one's  lifetime. 


Landing-Net  Dressing  and  Materials. 

"  R.  N."  writes  : — 

"Dear  Sie, — The  dressing  of  hot  coal  tar 
thinned  with  turpentine  is  not  open  to  the  objec- 
tions you  show  as  regards  boiled  oil.  It  is  true 
that  the  net  looks  a  little  rough  at  first,  but  that 
soon  wears  off',  and  the  dressing  will  wear  the  net 
out.  The  sample  of  flax  twine  I  enclose  makes 
an  excellent  landing-net  treated  in  this  way.  To 
show  how  durable  this  dressing  is,  I  send  a  piece 
of  line  dressed  by  myself  used  for  many  seasons 
for  towing  a  31b.  mackerel  lead." 

The  dressing  certainly  has  stood  wonderfully 
on  the  bit  of  line  "  R.  N."  refers  to.  I  asked 
"  R.  N."  if  he  would  tell  us  how  he  dresses  his 
lines,  and  he  has  kindly  done  so  as  follows  : — ■ 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  have  endeavoured  to  answer 
your  questions  as  well  as  I  can. 

"  About  forty  years  ago  I  experimented  on  dressing 
lines  with  Stockholm  tar,  but  found  that  it  washed 
out  very  quickly.  Seeing  a  letter  in  the  Field,  I 
think  from  the  late  J.  C.  Wilcocks,  recommending 
coal  tar  thinned  with  turpentine,  I  tried  his  plan, 
and  found  it  a  great  success.  It  is  much  better 
done  out  of  doors,  but  I  have  always  had  to  do  it 
in  a  London  house.  The  netting  twine  sent  is 
A  class  Irish  flax  salmon  twine,  p.  664,  Army  and 
Navy  Price  List,  Department  8.  Some  years 
ago  I  saw  a  landing  -  net  made  of  the 
ordinary  silk  dressed  running  line.  Its  dis- 
advantages appear  to  be,  that  when  fishing  among 
boughs  or  underwood  the  coating  gets  chafed,  and 
the  silk  follows  suit.  In  my  experience  twisted 
lines  wear  better  than  plaited.  The  ordinary  laid 
cord  does  not  answer  for  nets ;  it  is  too  hard  laid. 
Nothing  better  than  netting  twine.  Some  years 
since  I  made  a  landing-net  with  the  cord  of  which 
I  enclose  a  sample.  It  was  too  wiry,  and  would 
not  open  out  till  it  had  the  weight  of  the  fish  on 
it,  and  I  discarded  it  when  quite  sound.  If  you 
like  I  will  send  you  enough  to  make  a  net. 

"Dressing  Lines  with  Coal  Tar. 
"  Get  an  earthen  pot  with  a  handle,  such  as  is 
used  by  house  painters,  put  two  quarts  of  coal  tar 
into  it,  warm  it  on  top  of  a  close  stove  or  range, 
stirring  all  the  time.  Then  stir  in  turpentine  a 
little  at  a  time  till  it  is  the  consistency  of  new 
milk,  and  let  it  simmer  till  well  mixed.  I  have 
found  that  if  it  is  as  hot  as  the  hand  can  bear  it  is 
sufficient.  If  you  are  doing  a  line,  take  a  piece 
of  board  about  two  inches  less  wide  than  the 
diameter  of  the  pot.  Now  wind  your  line  evenly 
and  not  too  tight  round  the  board,  with  four  pieces 


of  twine  underneath.  Tie  them  round  the  coil, 
and  secure  the  outer  end  of  the  line  to  one  of 
them.  Slip  the  coil  off  the  board  and  put  it  into 
the  tar,  turning  it  over  if  not  covered.  Keep  it 
in  a  quarter  of  an  hour ;  then  take  it  out 
and  put  it  on  the  board  again  and  cut  the 
pieces  of  twine.  Put  the  board  in  a  bench 
vice  or  secure  it  in  some  other  way.  Now 
take  a  rubber  of  coarse  hemp  cloth,  such  as  is  used 
for  aprons,  and  unwind  the  line,  stripping  it  of  the 
surplus  tar.  If  you  have  an  outhouse  or  loft 
stretch  it  out  for  as  long  a  distance  as  convenient, 
and  leave  for  six  weeks  or  so  till  hard  ;  or  you  can 
make  it  up  into  a  large  open  coil,  putting  a  loop  of 
twine  round  the  coil  and  hanging  it  up.  At  the 
end  of  the  time  rub  the  line  down  with  a 
hard  sail  canvas  rubber,  and  repeat  the  process 
at  the  interval  of  a  month  or  so.  The  line  may 
be  used  at  the  end  of  four  months,  but  is  better 
for  being  kept  six.  If  you  have  a  landing-net  put 
it  in  the  hot  tar  for  ten  minutes  and  wring  it  out, 
opening  it  well  a,nd  hanging  in  a  dry  place. 
Indoors  it  is  a  very  disagreeable  business,  and 
requires  the  greatest  care  to  keep  it  from  catching 
fire.  When  putting  away,  wash  in  fresh  water  and 
rub  down.  If  people  would  put  their  lines  into 
fresh  water  after  using  and  stretch  them  out  to 
dry,  they  would  find  it  profitable.  I  speak  from 
experience." 


To  all  Who  want  to  Buy  Live  Perch  for 
Stocking  Waters. 

Prom  the  manager  of  the  Earl  of  Denbigh's 
fisheries,  Holywell,  North  Wales,  I  have  received 
a  brace  of  perch — handsome  little  fish,  well  marked, 
plump,  and  with  bright  red  fins,  denoting  health — 
as  a  sample  of  the  live  perch  they  are  advertising 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  sale.  I  should  like  to 
see  a  few  thousands  put  into  some  of  our  Thames 
and  Lea  backwaters.  The  fish  average  between 
five  and  six  inches. 

A  Note  about  Macgowan  the  Fly-Maker. 

Mr.  R.  Warren  Vernon  writes : — 

"  In  your  footnote  to  the  Kingsley  article  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  25  you  say  that  old 
Macgowan  is  long  since  dead.  Many  years  ago 
my  father  (the  Hon.  W.  Vernon,  who  afterwards 
rented  the  Mandal  river  for  so  long)  engaged 
Macgowan  to  go  with  us  to  Norway  on  our  first 
trip  as  interpreter  and  fishing  instructor.  He  was 
a  bluff  old  fellow  but  an  excellent  fisherman,  and 
if  my  father  wanted  to  say  something  very  civil 
to  a  landlord  or  farmer  he  would  translate  it  so 
that  it  appeared  just  the  curtest  intimation — at 
least,  we  always  thought  so  as  we  had  not  much 
Norwegian.  One  day  all  the  berths  on  a  coasting 
steamer  were  taken,  but  soon  after  Mac  found  us 
an  empty  cabin.  There  were,  he  said,  two  Nor- 
wegians there,  but  he  had  just  bundled  them  out. 
He  was  a  regular  Ancient  Briton,  and  as  he  ex- 
pressed it,  '  Anything  was  good  enough  for  the 
likes  of  them  foreigners.'  His  favourite  flies  were 
the  Black  Dose,  the  Blue  Doctor,  the  Butcher  and 
the  .Jock  Scott,  with  a  natural  leaning  to  the 
Ballyshannon." 

Useful  Information. 

The  British  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
is  doing  great  good  by  disseminating  information 
in  leaflet  form  on  all  kinds  of  agricultural  matters, 
including  destructive  flies,  moths,  rats,  worms,  etc., 
diseases  of  farm  stock  and  fruit  trees,  the  care  and 
feeding  of  farm  stock,  and  co-operative  agricultural 
work.  The  most  recent  pamphlet  gives  an  illus- 
trated description  of  American  gooseberry  mildew 
(with  a  colom-ed  plate),  with  remedies. 

Visitors  to  Lake  Vyrnwy  will  be  sorry  to  hear  of 
the  death,  on  Jan.  29,  of  Mr.  David  Michael 
Litster,  who  attended  so  courteously  to  our  wants 
as  regards  flies,  etc.,  and  who  for  so  many  years 
sent  the  reports  of  the  fishing  under  the  name  of 
"  Longdrift."    Mr.  Litster  was  born  in  1861. 

A  Dropsical  Carp  of  ip^Ib. 

Mr.  Homer  sends  me  this  note  from  the  captor 
of  the  great  carp  : — 

"  Dear  Mr.  Homer, — The  carp  was  beautifully 
set  up,  and  I  am  very  pleased  with  it ;  it  is  very 
much  admired.  I  must  apologise  for  not  writing 
and  thanking  you  before.  As  far  as  the  Editor  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  is  concerned,  you  may  cer- 
tainly tell  him  that  he  may  publish  an  account 
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if  he  wishes  to;  the  weight  was  not  201b.  but 
19^1b.  when  taken  out  of  the  water.— Yours  faith- 
fully, "  H.  S.  Locksmith." 

This  fish  was  caught  on  a  No.  9  Crystal  hook 
with  paste.  Extreme  length,  27-;in. ;  greatest 
girth,  24^ in.  ;  weight,  19ilb.,  of  which  51b.  was 
water  or  watery  fluid.  The  carp  when  hooked 
made  a  mad  rush,  and  in  so  doing  struck  the  side 
of  the  punt,  which  practically  killed  it.  It  was 
evidently  afflicted  with  water  inside  as  well  as 
outside. 

Quaint  old  "  Terms  of  Art  for  Carving." 

Mr.  D.  B.  Fielding  writes  from  Rome  :— "  I  send 
you  a  rather  interesting  cutting  from  an  old  cook 
book,  '  The  Complete  Housewife,  by  E.  Smith, 
London,  1739.' "  He  says  he  would  like  to  know 
how  to  "  tame  "  a  crab,  to  "  barb  "  a  lobster,  to 
"splat"  a  pike,  and  to  "  culpon  "  a  trout.  It  is 
pretty  clear  that  these  terms  are  most  of  them 
obsolete  in  connection  with  cooking : — 
"  Terms  of  Art  for  Carving. 
Barbel,  to  tusk  Hern,  to  dismember 

Bittern,  to  disjoint  Lamprey,  to  string 

Brawn,  to  leach  Lobster,  to  barb 

Bream,  to  splay  Mullard,  to  unbrace 

Brew,  to  untach  Partridge,  to  wing 

Bustard,  to  cut  up  Pasty,  to  border 

Capon,  to  souce  Peacock,  to  disfigure 

Chevin,  to  fin  Pheasant,  to  allay 

Chicken,  to  frush  Pigeon,  to  thigh 

Coney,  to  unlace  Pike,  to  splat 

Crab,  to  tame  Plover,  to  mince 

Crane,  to  display  Quail,  to  wring 

Curlew,  to  untach  Salmon,  to  chine 

Deer,  to  break  Small  Birds,  to  thigh 

Eel,  to  transon  Sturgeon,  to  tranch 

Egg,  to  tire  Swan,  to  lift 

Egript,  to  break  Tench,  to  sauce 

Flounder,  to  sauce  Trout,  to  culpon 

Goose,  to  rear  Turkey,  to  cut  up 

Haddock,  to  side  Woodcock,  to  thigh." 

Hen,  to  spoil 

Inky  Boy. 

Mr.  Kelson  has  sent  me  an  illustration  of  the 
fly,  also  a  letter,  which  is  too  late  for  this  week. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


HOW  THE  "MYSTEEY"  SALMON 
FLY  CAME  TO  BE  INVENTED. 


In  an  article  on  "  Salmon  and  Salmon  Fishing  " 
in  the  Times  of  Jan.  28,  the  origin  of  the  "  Mystery  " 
salmon  fly,  invented  by  Michael  Maher,  is  amusingly 
told : — 

"Every  salmon  fisher  cherishes  the  hope  of 
killing  a  40-pounder,  but  many  a  good  and  suc- 
cessful angler  hangs  up  his  rod  for  the  last  time 
without  having  accomplished  his  ambition.  I 
myself,  though  I  have  spent  far  more  time  than 
I  care  to  reckon  by  the  waterside,  and  have  landed 
many  hundreds  of  salmon,  have  never  touched  the 
coveted  figui-e.  Indeed,  I  had  plied  the  craft  for 
very  many  years  before  reaching  the  humbler,  but 
still  satisfactory,  weight  of  301b.  Fish  of  271b. 
and  281b.,  plenty  of  them  ;  one  actually  pulled  the 
scale  to  29ilb.,  but  never  a  30-pounder.  Yet  such 
is  luck  that  on  two  occasions  during  those  years 
I  handed  over  my  beat  for  the  day  on  a  famous 
river  to  ladies  ;  neither  of  the  two  ladies  was  a 
proficient  angler;  but  on  the  first  occasion  my 
deputy  brought  to  bank  a  salmon  of  35lb.,  and,  on 
the  second,  one  of  321b. 

"  The  supreme  triumph  is  reached  on  those  rare 
occasions  when  the  angler  marks  a  salmon  of 
unusual  dimensions  rise,  fishes  for  him,  hooks  and 
lands  him.  It  is  a  feat  of  this  nature  that  is 
commemorated  in  the  name  of  a  certain  salmon 
fly,  the  '  Mystery,'  to  wit,  which  has  earned  high 
reputation  as  a  killer  on  many  rivers,  notably  the 
lower  portion  of  the  Hampshire  Test.  To  human 
perception  it  offers  few  attractions,  being  of  a 
somewhat  bilious  complexion,  with  a  washy  pink 
body  and  canary-yellow  wings.  The  genesis  thereof 
was  on  this  wise.  A  certain  fisherman  on  the 
Irish  Shir  (whose  name,  to  my  shame  be  it  said 
I  have  forgotten— let  me  call  him  Michael)  was 
angling  with  the  '  collie  '  or  stone-loach  one  morn- 
ing in  early  spring  between  twenty  and  thirty 
years  ago.  Now  the  Suir  at  that  time  was  famous 
for  large  salmon,  though  at  the  present  day  its 


glory  has  been  sadly  dimmed  by  excessive  netting. 
Michael  in  past  seasons  had  enjoyed  a  full  share 
of  luck  with  big  fish;  but  on  this  morning  he 
beheld  one  roll  over  in  Dawson's  Cradle  that 
exceeded  in  dimensions  anything  in  his  experience. 
The  salmon  lay  within  easy  reach  ;  eagerly  and 
skilfully  did  Michael  offer  him   the   collie,  but 
never  a  touch  could  he  get.    He  would  have  put  a 
fly  to  him  had  he  not  left  his  fly-book  behind,  for 
it  is  on  the  collie  they  mainly  rely  in  that  river 
when  the  chill  of  winter  is  still  in  the  water  ;  and 
Michael's  home  was  several  miles  distant.    To  go 
back  for  his  book  would  take  a  long  time,  and 
another  fisher  might  come  over  the  big  fish  while 
he  was  away  and  secure  the  prize.    But  i\Iichael 
was  not  to  be  beaten.    In  a  farmhouse  not  far 
from  Dawson's  Cradle  lived  a  pretty  girl,  in  whose 
favour  Michael  stood  very  well.    He  hurried  up  to 
the  house,  and,  finding  her  at  home,  laid  his  case 
before  her,  begging  for  a  few  feathers  and  a  bit  of 
^silk  to  tie  upon  a  big  hook  he  had  with  him. 
'  Oh,  feathers  I '  said  she,  '  sure  there's  lashings 
of  them  ;  for  wasn't  I  plucking  a  poulthry  this 
very  morning.    But  for  silk,  Mike,  I  doubt  you're 
come  to  the  wrong  shop,   for  never   a   bit  of 
it  I  have  in  the  house.'      Michael  disdained  the 
'  poulthry '  feathers,  for  in  Ireland  they  believe 
firmly  in  bright  colours  to  attract  the  wayward 
fancy  of  the  fish.    But  he  persuaded  the  girl  to 
let  him  filch  a  few  strands  of  dyed  yellow  feather 
from  her  Sunday  hat,  which  he  fitted  to  the  hook 
as  wings,  and  wound  a  bit  of  pink  worsted  round 
the  shank  to  serve  as  a  body ;  then  away  back  best 
speed  to  Dawson's  Cradle.    One  may  imagine  how 
anxiously  he  scanned  the  river  banks,  dreading  to 
detect  the  flash  of  a  rival  rod ;  but  by  good  luck  no 
other  fisherman  had  come  that  way.    The  extem- 
pore fly  was  soon  attached  to  the  line,  and,  begin- 
ning a  little  way  above  the  lair  of  the  monster, 
Michael  worked  down  towards  it  with  his  heart 
beating  like  a  steam-hammer.     The  next  cast 
would  come  over  the  very  spot,  when — the  line 
straightened— the  old  rod  bent— the   reel  spun 
round,  and  the  hook  was  fast  in  something  solid. 
Of  the  rest  I  know  nothing,  save  that  Michael 
took  home  with  him  that  afternoon  the  biggest 
salmon  ever  caught  with  rod  and  line  in  the  Suir, 
and  it  weighed  561b. 

"Now  the  faith  of  anglers  in  the!  importance  "of 
suiting  the  colour  of  a  fly  to  the  hypothetical  fancy 
of  the  salmon  is  pathetic  in  its  intensity ;  so  the 
first  question  likely  to  be  asked  of  an  unusually 
successful  fisherman  is,  '  What  fly  were  you 
using  ?  '  This  question,  one  may  be  sure,  was  put 
to  Michael,  not  once,  but  scores  of  times  so  soon 
as  the  rumour  of  his  prowess  got  abroad ;  but  he 
always  gave  the  same  answer,  '  Ah !  but  that's  the 
mysthery.'  Wherefore,  when  at  last  the  secret 
did  get  out  (for  there  was  a  woman  in  it),  the  fly 
with  the  pink  body  and  yellow  wings  became  in 
great  request,  and  has  established  itself  among 
standard  patterns  as  the  '  Mystery.'  But  another 
56-pounder  has  never  been  taken  with  rod  and  line 
in  the  Suir  from  that  day  to  this." 

[Mr.  Kelson  gives  "  Maher  "  as  the  name  of  the 
inventor  of  the  "  Mystery,"  and  the  weight  of  the 
fish  as  571b. — Ed.] 


SUSSEX  PISCATOKIAL  SOCIETY. 

Extracts  from  the  17th  Annual  Report. 
[I  AM  glad  to  see  from  the  report  that  the 
Sussex  Piscatorial  Society  is  in  a  very  prosperous 
condition— I  think  it  gives  its  members  more  for 
their  money  than  any  club  of  the  kind  with  which 
I  am  acquainted.— R.  B,  M.] 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen,— Your  committee  in 
presenting  to  you  the  report  for  the  past  year  have 
pleasure  in  again  congratulating  you  upon  the 
society's  continued  prosperity.  In  all  the  fishing 
waters  the  stock  has  been  maintained.  The 
Horsted  Keynes  Trout  Lake  will  be  benefited  by 
liberal  restocking;  some  525  eleven-inch  fish, 
Sahno  fario  and  Salmo  irideus,  have  been  pur- 
chased, and  will  shortly  be  turned  into  the  lake. 
Through  the  kindness  of  Mrs.  Gould,  Hassocks, 
a  fine  |head  of  carp  were  turned  into  Pond  Lye 
(580  in  number,  consisting  of  200  king  carp, 
90  Prussian  carp,  and  290  common  carp).  These 
in  the  near  futin-e  should  afford  good  sport.  Two 
additional  boats  have  been  added  to  the  society's 
"fleet,"  one  placed  on  the  Plashett  Park  waters, 
and  the  other  is  available  tor  sea-fishing.  The 


best  fish  taken  (as  far  as  can  be  ascertained)  was  a 
pike  from  Pond  Lye  of  14ilb.  by  Mr.  Butt,  but  as 
this  fish  was  not  reported  according  to  the  com- 
petition regulations  for  the  Challenge  Shield,  it  is 
ineligible.    The  best  fish  captured  and  weighed  in 
accordance  with  the  rules  is  a  9ilb.  pike  taken 
from  the  Plashett  Park  waters  by  Mr.  Tunks,  who 
therefore  is  awarded  the  society's  Challenge  Shield 
for  1907.    Pond  Lye  has  been  improved  by  the 
removal  of  a  large  quantity  of  water-lily  roots,  and 
spinning  can  now  be  enjoyed  with  comfort.  Our 
special  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Laurence  Ives  for 
his  valuable  help  in  arranging  the  clearing  work. 
Thanks  are  also  due  to  our  hon.  secretary  and  hon. 
treasurer  for  their  indefatigable   services  in  the 
interest  of  the  society.  Our  collection  of  specimens 
is  exhibited  in  the  entrance  hall  of  the  Brighton 
Aquarium.    Our  thanks  are  due  to  our  president 
(the  Marquis  of  Abergavenny),  the  vice-presidents, 
and  also  to  Sir  Merrik  Burrelt  Captain  C.  Sergison, 
J.P.,  Messrs.  W.  L.  Christie,  .T.P.,  R.  A.  Bevan, 
J.P.,  G.  M.  Maryon  Wilson,  .J. P.,  and  L.  Breit- 
meyer  for  the  angling  facilities  afforded  to  our 
members;  to  the  London,  Brighton,  and  South 
Coast  Railway  Company;  and  to  those  members 
who  loan  their  specimens  to  the  society's  collection. 

Any  member,  when  visiting  the  Aquarium,  will 
find  the  headquarters  always  accessible  (key  to  be 
obtained  at  the  toll-gate  at  entrance),  and  on  the 
second  and  fourth  AVednesdays  in  the  month 
(meeting  nights)  members  are  admitted  free  on 
presenting  their  card  of  membership.— Signed  on 
behalf  of  the  committee, 

W.  C.  F.  GiLLAM,  Hon.  Sec. 


HOW  TO   STAIN    FISHING  GUT.* 


Anglers  often  find  it  advantageous  to  tie  up 
their  own  gut  casts,  and  those  who  do  so  generally 
stain  them  also.  Many  tackle-dealers  sell  gut  in 
hanks  which  is  stained  and  ready  for  tying  up.  In 
my  opinion,  gut  keeps  better  unstained,  and  con- 
sequently it  is  preferable  to  stain  it  for  one's  self. 
The  great  majority  of  anglers  prefer  gut  stained  a 
misty-blue  or  dull  grey  colour,  and  this  shade  is 
what  is  usually  stocked  by  tackle-dealers.  Olive 
or  dull  green  is  perhaps  even  better,  and  I  notice 
that  some  of  the  best  firms  are  staining  their  gut 
this  colour  also.  For  several  years  past  I  have 
used  the  olive  green  gut,  and  seldom  or  ever  use 
the  grey  or  misty-blue  stain  now.  Those  who 
prefer  gut  in  fancy  shades  should  remember  that 
any  colour  can  be  got  by  using  a  small  quantity  of 
aniline  dye.  Take  as  much  as  will  when  heaped 
up  cover  a  sixpence  and  mix  it  with  about  a  tea- 
spoonful  of  cold  water ;  break  it  down  in  the  cold 
water  with  a  small  piece  of  wood,  and  then  add 
about  a  pint  of  boiling  water  ;  plunge  in  the  gut,  and 
let  it  remain  until  the  colour  seems  a  little  deeper 
than  the  shade  desired.  One  end  of  the  hank,  at 
least,  should  be  unfastened  in  order  to  let  the 
colour  get  between  the  strands  when  staining. 
Lift  the  gut  out  of  the  staip  by  means  of  a  little 
piece  of  wood,  as  aniline  dye  is  a  poison.  Great 
care  should  be  taken  not  to  let  it  get  into  cracks 
in  the  skin  of  the  hands  or  under  the  nails. 

One  does  not  wish  to  stain  the  fingers  as  well  as 
the  gut,  but  if  this  should  happen,  a  strong  solu- 
tion of  washing  soda  will  remove,  at  least,  so  much 
of  the  colour  from  the  hands. 

When  the  desired  tint  has  been  got  in  the  gut, 
plunge  it  into  ice-cold  water,  and  this  will  cause  a 
slight  contraction  and  help  to  fix  the  colour  sufli- 
ciently  for  all  ordinary  purposes,  without  the 
further  aid  of  chemicals.  Bear  this  point  in  view, 
however,  the  gut  should  be  stained  a  little  deeper 
in  tint  than  what  would  be  considered  a  useful 
shade,  as  all  stains  generally  wash  out  a  little 
while  fishing.  The  colour  can  be  fixed  by  the  use 
of  alum  or  vinegar  and  water,  but  these  proceed- 
ings may  not  be  over  good  for  the  strength  of  the 
gut.  Thick  salmon  gut,  and,  indeed,  all  the  heavier 
kinds  of  gut,  requires  a  stronger  solution  of  aniline 
than  fine  trouting  gut.  Drawn  gut  t.ikes  in  stain  ' 
quicker  than  any  other  kind.  While  the  gut  is 
wet,  and  especially  wet  with  warm  stain,  handle 
it  as  little  as  possible,  as  when  in  this  condition  it 

*  Until  the  gut  manufacturers  will  give  us  the 
option  of  having  perfectly  transparent  glass-like 
gut  insteeid  of  bleached  or  semi- bleached  gut,  some 
means  of  counteracting  the  bleaching  effect  will  be 
necessary,  and  I  feel  sure  "  Black-Beetle's  "  sugges- 
tions may  be  trusted  as  being  from  his  own  practical 
experiences  as  a  salmon,  trout,  and  salt-water 
angler. — Ed. 
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is  easily  frayed  and  roughened.     After  the  surplus 
stain  has  been  washed  out  in  cold  water,  take  the 
hank  by  the  tied  end  and  swish  it  up  and  down 
through  the  air  to  shalje  off  the  water  and  allow  it 
to  dry.    Before  it  dries  is  the  best  time  to  knot  up 
casts,  as  a  second  soaking  will  not  be  required,  and 
the  gut  being  soft  will  tie  up  nicely.  Ready-made 
casts  can  be  stained  a  deeper  shade  by  same  means, 
if  necessary,  but  the  coils  should  be  loosened  to 
prevent  them  from  coming  out  patchy  or  imeven 
in  shade.    The  familiar  misty-blue  colour  so  much 
in  vogue  is  generally  got  by  using  logwood  chips 
and  sulphate  of  iron  or  copperas.     This  forms  a 
tannate  of  iron,  and  the  solution  is  similar  to  ordi- 
nary blue-black  ink.    Ink  is  often  used  along  with  ! 
water  to  stain  gut  as  it  can  be  got  nearly  every-  j 
where.  Many  inks  contain  a  proportion  of  carbolic  ' 
acid  to  prevent  them  from  turning  bad,  and  when  ; 
this  is  the  case  the  corrosive  action  of  the  acid  is  j 
not  good  for  the  gut.    Anglers  who  have  used  ink 
to  stain  gut  will  notice  that  it  soon  becomes  brittle 
and  worthless.      t  least  that  is  my  experience, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that  this  took  place  from  the 
effect  of  the  carbolic  acid  contained  in  certain  inks. 


the  gut  in  logwood  and  copperas  until  it  is  a  deep  ! 
blue-grey  colour.    Dip  it,  while   still  hot,  into  I 
another  vessel  containing  yellow  aniline  dye,  and 
a  beautiful  weedy-green  shade  will  be  the  result. 

If  a  pale  shade  of  green  is  wanted,  do  not  stain 
the  gut  too  dark  with  the  logwood  and  copperas, 
and  if  a  very  dark  olive  green  is  wanted  keep  the 
gut  in  the  logwood  and  copperas  until  it  is  almost 
black,  and  then  dip  it  into  the  yellow.  The  depth 
of  the  colour  depends  on  the  strength  of  the  misty- 
blue  shade. 

A  strong  infusion  of  coffee  and  logwood  chips  i 
will  give  a  beautiful  brown  shade,  but  the  best  and 
most  permanent  result  can  be  got  by  using  aniline 
dye.  If  I  remember  rightly,  Bismarck  brown  was 
the  particular  shade  to  get  the  rich  brown  peat- 
water  colour.  Gut  casts  of  this  shade  are  used  in 
streams  flowing  from  moorland  districts,  but  for 
all  purposes  I  think  the  olive-green  shade  hard  to 
beat  as  it  answers  well  under  nearly  every  con- 
dition. Some  anglers  use  a  pinch  of  carbonate  of 
soda  in  the  water  to  soften  hard  gut  before  tying  if 
into  casts.  I  have  tried  it,  and  it  certainly  caused 
the  knots  to  run  into  place  beautifully.    I  will  not 


TKOUT-FISHING  IN  THE  EESEK- 
VOIES  NEAK  EDINBURGH. 


Edinburgh  is  usually  considered  a  poor  centre 
for  good  free  trout-fishing.  The  Tweed  at  Peebles 
is  heavily  overfished  and  poached.  Stretches  on 
the  Water  of  Leith,  not  strictly  preserved,  are  in  a 
similar  condition.  But  good  sport  may  be  obtained 
by  fishing  the  reservoirs  which  supply  Edinburgh 
with  water — Thriepnuiir,  Harelaw,  Harper  Rigg 
and  Gladhouse  are  the  chief  ones,  but,  without 
doubt,  Gladhouse  is  the  best  reservoir,  and  is  the 
one  I  fished  during  the  summers  1905-7.  Thriep- 
muir  and  Harelaw,  which  lie  close  together,  are 
very  uncertain,  and  Harper  Rigg  I  have  never 
fished.  It  is  said  the  trout  average  nearly  1  lb., 
but  are  very  hard  to  catch.  Permission  to  fish 
Gladhouse  is  necessarj',  but  easily  obtained  by 
applying  to  Messrs.  Todd,  Muray,  and  Jamieson, 
Queen-street,  Edinburgh. 

To  fish  Thriepmuir  and  Harelaw  permission 
must  be  obtained  from  Lord  Rosebery's  factor. 
The  trout  in  Gladhouse  average  nearly  ^Ib.,  and  on 
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Logwood  and  copperas  can  be  obtained  at  a 
chemist's  for  a  few  pence.  Make  an  infusion  of 
logwood  chips,  using  a  heaped  tablespoonful  to  a 
pint  of  boiling  water.  Let  the  mixture  stand  on 
the  kitchen  range  for  a  few  minutes  in  order  that 
it  may  become  strong  enough.  The  logwood  in- 
fusion will  not  harm  the  gut  though  it  be  ever  so 
strong.  In  another  vessel — a  small  pie-dish  or 
kitchen  bowl — dissolve  a  crystal  of  copperas  equal 
in  bulk  to  a  small  pea  about  the  third  of  an  inch 
in  diameter  in  a  pint  of  boiling  water. 

Dip  the  gut  into  the  infusion  of  logwood  until 
it  becomes  golden  yellow  in  colour,  and  then  dip 
it  into  the  copperas  solution,  when  it  will  change 
to  a  misty-blue  shade.  If  the  colour  is  not  deep 
enough,  dip  alternately  from  the  one  bath  to  the 
other  until  a  satisfactory  shade  is  got.  When  this 
has  been  attained,  plunge  the  gut  into  cold  water, 
and  then  shake  off  the  moisture  by  waving  it 
through  the  air.  The  sulphate  of  iron  must 
always  be  used  sparingly  as  it  will  injure  the  gut 
if  the  solution  be  made  too  strong.  This  recipe  is 
what  is  generally  used  by  the  trade.  The  best 
shade  of  olive  green  can  be  obtained  by  staining 


recommend  it  with  confidence,  however,  as  I  am 
always  afraid  of  injuring  gut  and  making  it^brittle 
by  using  too  many  different  chemicals. 
I  Black-Beetle. 


j  The  Waldorf  Hotel.  —  This  spacious  and 
magnificent  hotel  in  Aldwych-crescent  was  opened 
last  week  to  the  public,  and  should  prove  a  great 
'  success.  The  Palm  Court  is  very  attractive ;  the 
I  public  apartments  are  placed  around  it,  there 
being  an  entire  absence  of  passages.  The  principal 
dining-room  is  a  majestic  hall  200ft.  in  length,  its 
marble  pillars,  dainty  alcoves,  and  panelled  paint- 
ings being  very  fine.  There  is  also  a  beautiful 
white  ball-room,  a  classical  masonic  temple,  an 
immense  grill-room  seating  160  people,  and  about 
400  bedrooms,  and  176  bath-rooms,  all  arranged 
and  furnished  in  an  up-to-date  style.  The  decora- 
tive work  was  carried  out  by  Messrs.  Waring  and 
Gillow,  of  Oxford-street,  who  also  supplied  the 
furniture  and  fittings,  to  whom  very  great  credit  is 
due  for  their  completness  and  beauty. 


Gladhouse  Teout. 

/  r 

good  days  a  dozen  to  eighteen  may  be  caught, 
wading  from  the  bank.  Boats  being  few  in  number 
are  difficult  to  get ;  they  are  booked  up  months 
beforehand.  The  one  drawback  to  Gladhouse  is 
its  rather  inaccessible  position  from  Edinburgh. 
The  best  way  is  to  take  a  train  from  Edinburgh 
(Waverley  Station)  to  Pomathorn,  and  then  cycle 
about  five  miles  to  the  reservoir.  The  road  is 
straight  for  four  miles,  then  there  is  a  sharp  turn 
to  the  right.  This  corner  is  easily  recognised,  as 
close  by  is  a  placard  on  which  the  welcome  words 
"Tea  and  Lemonade"  are  written,  and  a  hand 
points  alluringly  to  the  left.  Follow  this  direction 
for  a  few  yards  and  a  cottage  is  seen  ;  here  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  McGlashen  live,  and  they  always  give  the 
angler  a  very  hearty  welcome.  I  speak  from  fre- 
quent personal  experience.  Arrangements  can  be 
made  to  stay  week-ends  or  even  longer  in  the 
cottage  ;  the  charges  are  most  moderate. 

From  McGlashen's  to  the  reservoir  is  about  a 
mile ;  to  get  to  the  best  side,  take  the  first  turning 
to  the  left  after  passing  a  small  school  at  the  foot 
of  a  steep  hill.  The  reservoir  is  about  seven  miles 
round,  very  irregular  in  shape,  with  several  large 
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bays  and  two  islands;  the  south  and  west  sides 
are  the  best.  The  most  killing  flies  are  Grouse 
and  Claret,  Teal  and  Red,  Butcher,  Zulu,  and 
Cihnamon  and  Gold,  dressed  on  No.  10  Limerick 
hooks ;  Heckham  and  Red  on  Nos.  8  or  9  Limerick 
is  useful  at  night. 

The  result  of  my  three  summers'  fishing  in 
Gladhouse  is  :— In  1905  fished  seven  times,  caught 
seventy-nme  trout  weighing  351b.  ;  m  1906  fished 
four  times,  caught  twenty-two  trout  weighing  101b.  ; 
1907  fished  seven  times,  caught  seventy  trout 
_eighmg  301b. ;  grand  total,  171  trout  weighing 
51b.  This  does  not  seem  very  great,  but  with 
ore  fi-equent  visits  the  bag  would  be  much  larger, 
was  only  able  to  fish  once  a  week  (Saturday), 
nd  had  to  chance  the  weather. 
My  usual  plan  was  to  take  an  afternoon  train 
om  Edmburgh,  have  tea  at  Mrs.  McGlashen's, 
fish  from  5  p.m.  till  10  p.m.,  knock  off  till  2  a.m., 
then  fish  till  7  a.m.,  go  back  to  the  cottage  for 
breakfast,  and  cycle  home  to  ,  Edinburgh,  about 
seventeen  miles,  a  very  good  road.  Between 
10  p.m.  and  2  a.m.  time  hangs,  but  the  miners 
who  come  over  from  Leadburn  to  fish  with  worms 
(forbidden)  always  have  a  large  fire  burning,  and 
the  best  plan  is  to  sit  round,  trusting  to  get  forty 
winks.  Wading  trousers  are  absolutely  necessary 
for  Gladhouse.  There  are  several  rather  deep 
holes  m  unexpected  places,  but  these  will  soon  be 
located,  perhaps  at  the  expense  of  a  wetting,  and 
carefully  avoided  in  the  future.  The  best  months 
are  June  to  September ;  May  is  too  cold. 

To  anyone  who  will  take  the  trouble  to  reach 
this  reservoir,  Gladhouse  offers  a  good  opportunity 
of  makmg  baskets  of  ten  to  twenty  trout,  of  an 
average  weight  of  half  a  pound  ;  and  there  is  always 
?'/'fice  of  getting  a  fish  up  to  and  over  a  pound. 
m.j  best  basket  last  summer  was  seventeen  trout 
weighmg  101b.,  the  biggest  IJlb.  I  hope  this 
account  will  prove  useful  to  any  brother  anglers 
who  may  be  in  Edinburgh  (perhaps  their  first 
visit)  durmg  the  summer,  and  who  do  not  know 
where  to  go  to  get  very  fair  trout-fishing,  but  will 
probably  rush  off  to  the  Tweed,  to  find  it  hopelessly 
overcrowded.  Teal  and  Red. 


FISH  DESTEUCTION  AT  LONG 
MELFOED,  SUFFOLK. 


On  Feb.  6,  large  quantities  of  fish  in  a  dying 
condition  were  noticed  in  the  River  Stour  at  Listen 
Bridge,  Long  Melford,  and  since  then  hundreds  of 
dead  fish  have  been  observed  floating  down  the 
river.  The  fish  were  principally  roach,  and  varied 
in  size  from  "  pike  baits "  to  fish  which  would 
gladden  the  heart  of  any  devotee  of  the  art  of 
Izaak  Walton  to  catch,  scores  being  seen  weighino- 
from  one  to  two  pounds.  Several  dead  pike,  of 
about  two  pounds  in  weight,  were  also  seen.  Some 
of  the  fish  which  were  feebly  swimming  were 
taken  out  of  the  water  and  placed  in  fresh  water, 
in  which  some  died  and  some  recovered.  Large 
numbers  passed  through  the  floodgates  of  the  mills 
on  the  river ;  one  gentleman  counted  300  dead  and 
dymg  fish  pass  him  in  an  hour.  The  Suffolk  and 
Essex  Fishery  Board  will  probably  make  inquiry 
into  the  circumstances.  About  five  years  ago  a 
similar  case  of  fish  dying  in  a  mysterious  way 
occurred  ;  at  that  time  thousands  of  fish  perished 
Inasmuch  as  there  are  both  chemical  and  eas 
works  at  Long  Melford  just  above  where  the  fish 
were  picked  up,  it  seems  a  fair  inference  that 
either  chemical  refuse  or  refuse  gas  water  got  into 
the  river  and  destroyed  the  fish. 


LIVE  SALMON  TO  BE  BEOUGHT 
ACEOSS  THE  ATLANTIC 
IN  TANKS. 


Early  m  the  present  summer,  according  to  the 
Daily  Mail,  a  scheme  will  be  put  into  operation 
for  the  conveyance  of  live  salmon  from  Labrador 
to  this  counti-y.  The  steam  yacht  Cornelia,  at  one 
time  owned  by  the  Marquis  of  Londonderry,  and 
now  lymg  in  Dundee  Harbour,  is  to  be  the  carrier 
The  vessel  is  said  to  be  fast  enough  to  make  the 
passage  from  North  Canada  to  the  west  coast  of 
bcotland— where  a  depot  for  the  reception  of  the 
nsh  IS  to  be  established — within  a  week. 

Already  the  elaborate  saloon  fittings  of  the  yacht 


are  in  process  of  being  dismantled  in  connection 
with  the  conversion  of  a  large  part  of  the  vessel 
into  a  tank  for  the  reception  of  the  fish.  To  ensure 
a  constant  change  of  water  in  the  tank,  powerful 
circulating  pumps  are  to  be  installed,  and  from 
twenty-five  to  thirty  tons  of  live  salmon  will  be 
cai-ried  each  trip.  Twelve  hundred  tons  of  water 
will  be  sent  through  the  tank  every  day. 

With  the  co-operation  of  the  Canadian  Govern- 
ment, the  Labrador  fishery  will  be  at  Hamilton 
Inlet,  a  distance  of  1860  miles  from  the  west  coast 
of  Scotland,  and  2200  miles  from  London. 

[I  think  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  salmon  of 
any  size  can  be  cai-ried  alive  from  Canada  to  this 
country ;  if  they  can,  the  Thames  Salmon  Associa 
tien  ought  to  get  hold  of  a  cargo  ! — Ed.  F.G.] 

WALTON'S  "ANGLEE." 

[I  HAVE  been  asked  if  I  can  get  any  or  all  of  the 
following  editions  of  Walton's  "Angler"  for  a 
collector.  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  anyone 
having  copies  for  sale. — R.  B.  M.] 

1655.    Second  edition. 

1664.    The  re-issue  of  the  third  edition. 

1836.  A  reprint  of  the  edition  of  1833,  made 
in  Edinburgh. 

1841,    Prmted  by  Chidley,  London. 

1864.    Bell  and  Dalby,  London. 

1870.    Bell  and  Dalby,  London. 

1875.  Bell,  London. 

1876.  Bell,  London. 

1877.  Eliot  Stock,  London. 

1878.  Routledge,  London  and  New  York. 
1882.    Griggs,  London.      Photographic  repro- 
duction of  first  edition. 

1883-4.  Angler's  Journal,  London. 
1885.    Baker  and  Taylor,  New  York. 

1887.  Chatto  and  Windus,  London. 

1888.  Baker  and  Taylor,  New  York. 

1889.  Putnam  and  Minno,  London  and  New 

York. 

1891.  Ward,  Lock  and  Co.,  London. 

1892.  McClurg,  Chicago. 

1892.  Crowell,  New  York. 

1893.  Routledge,  London  and  New  York. 

1895.  Scott,  London. 

1896.  Nimmo,  London. 

1897.  Stock,  London  and  New  York 

1898.  Crowell,  New  York. 

1899.  Dent,  London.    Edited  by  Dobson. 


THE    ANGLEE'S  WOEKSHOP. 

FISHING  ROD   MAKING  FOR  THE 
BEGINNER. 
By  Perry  D.  Frazbr  (Editor  Forest  and  Stream). 

(Continued  from  page  97.) 

The  fine  shavings  from  bethabara  are  so  wiry 
and  tough  that  a  handful  of  them  can  be  used  for 
a  long  time  in  polishing  finished  joints.  They 
cling  together  totally  unlike  those  from  greenheart, 
which  are  short  and  very  brittle. 

Bethabara  logs  are  sawed  into  planks  which 
go  to  the  rod- makers  in  thicknesses  of  seven- 
eighths  of  an  inch,  sometimes  more.  Generally 
the  lumbermen  cut  logs  into  pieces  seven-eighths 
by  one  inch  and  three  feet  long,  but  you  can  get 
other  lengths.  These  pieces  must  be  ripped.  If, 
however,  they  will  cut  the  material  to  your  orderi 
it  will  be  well  to  have  the  butt  five-eighths  of  an 
inch,  and  the  tip  three-eighths  for  a  two-piece  rod. 
There  is  a  good  deal  of  cutting  before  you  can  be 
satisfied  with  the  squared  stock ;  and  another 
tbing,  you  must  decide  which  end  of  your  stock  is 
to  be  the  butt,  or  large  end,  before  you  begin  to 
taper  it. 

There  are  two  or  three  peculiarities  about  this 
wood  that  will  astonish  you  at  first.  Stock  that 
is  cut  thin  may  be  very  crooked.  I  have  worked 
pieces  so  crooked  that  it  seemed  a  waste  of  time 
to  do  anything  with  them,  but  after  they  were 
finished  and  the  rod  hung  up  by  the  top  on  a  brad 
driven  into  the  wall,  all  the  kinks  soon  disappeared, 
and  the  rod  became  as  straight  as  a  perfect 
arrow. 

This  method  of  straightening  is  advisable  with 
any  rod,  and  especially  tips.  Where  rods  are  put 
away  in  tackle-cabinets  or  closets  with  all  parts 
tied  up  in  a  cloth  partition  case,  it  very  often 
happens  that  one  of  the  strings  of  the  case  is  tied 


more  securely  than  the  others,  thus  bending  the 
tips  slightly  ;  and,  if  left  in  this  shape  for  long, 
with  perhaps  some  heavy  object  resting  against  all, 
a  very  crooked  rod  may  be  taken  out  later  on. 
Even  standing  joints  on  the  floor  with  the  tops 
resting  against  the  wall  may  warp  tliem.  ]$etter 
hang  tips  up,  and  the  whole  rod,  too,  if  practicable. 
Defilers  who  handle  the  finest  wood  rods  often 
suspend  them  all  from  the  tops  in  cases  made  for 
this  purpose. 

Bethabara  as  a  rule  does  not  warp  or  take  set 
easily,  but  cut  any  wood  into  thin  strips  and  throw 
it  about  and  it  will  warp  out  of  shape.  Varnish 
puts  an  end  to  this,  as  it  prevents  rapid  changes 
of  temperature  from  aff'ecting  the  wood  easily. 

In  preparing  to  work  bethabara,  put  on  a  pair  of 
overalls  or  a  long  apron.  The  dust  is  very  pene- 
trating and  somewhat  sticky,  and  there  is  an  oily 
substance  that  adheres  to  the  edge  of  the  plane, 
dullmg  It  until  removed.  Wash  your  hands  with 
soap  and  water,  and  you  will  be  surprised  to  see 
the  water  turn  a  deep  salmon  colour,  and  the 
lather  from  the  soap  just  like  so  much  red  paint. 
No  stain  need  be  feared,  however,  altliough  old 
rod-makers  tell  me  that  after  continued  working  of 
tjjis  wood,  their  hair  takes  on  a  slight  pinkish 
shade,  due,  evidently,  to  the  action  of  the  alkali  in 
the  soap. 

Dagama  in  perfect  pieces  is  even  more  easily 
obtainable  than  bethabara,  and  of  all  the  rod 
materials  known  I  stronglv  advise  the  beginner  to 
make  his  first  rod  of  dagama.  He  will  have  less 
difficulty  m  working  it,  is  more  likelv  to  get  first- 
class  stock  of  nice  straight  grain,  and  it  will  give 
him  good  satisfaction.  Having  in  mind  the  disap- 
pointing experiences  I  had  in  my  first  attempts  to 
work  bethabara,  due  for  the  most  part  to  poor 
material,  I  asked  several  of  the  best-known  firms 
of  rod-makers  for  their  opinions,  and  these  agreed 
perfectly  with  my  own,  which  is  that  while  first- 
class  bethabara  will  give  better  satisfaction,  da- 
gama of  good  quality  is  more  easily  obtained,  can 
be  worked  to  better  advantage  by  the  novice,  and 
will  make  a  good  rod. 

I  have  heard  it  said  that  dagama  is  at  its  best 
in  a  moist  climate,  and  is  therefore  peculiarly 
adapted  to  use  on  salt  water;  that  it  becomes 
somewhat  "  brash  "  in  dry  climates,  like  hickory. 
I  regret  that  my  personal  experience  with  the  wood 
IS  confined  to  regions  near  the  sea  level,  and  that 
I  cannot  affirm  or  deny  this  statement.  Hickory, 
I  know,  although  exceedingly  tough  and  resilient 
as  a  rule,  failed  completely  when  used  for  the  long 
whip-stocks  of  the  old-time  stage  coach  and  army 
ambulance  drivers  in  the  dry  regions  of  the  south- 
west. Although  soaked  with  oil,  they  were  totally 
unreliable  after  drying  out,  and  would  snap  short 
off  like  reeds.  Bait-casting  rods  are  not  used  in 
such  dry  regions  as  a  rule,  however,  and  it  is  there- 
fore safe  to  dismiss  the  matter. 

The  late  Henry  P.  Wells  was  one  of  the  first 
anghng  writers  to  mention  dagama,  and  he  praised 
it  very  highly,  both  in  the  first  edition  of  his  "  Fly- 
Rods  and  Fly  Tackle,"  which  was  published  in 
1885,  and  in  the  second  edition  which  appeared  in 
1901.    Of  dagama  he  said  : — 

"  Compared  with  a  stick  of  approved  greenheart 
of  equal  size  the  dagama  showed  no  inferiority 
that  I  could  detect,  while  it  was  certainly  much 
lighter.  ...  I  have  made  and  used  several  rods 
made  of  dagama,  and  have  seen  many  made  by 
others.  If  well  selected  and  well  seasoned,  as  a 
rod  wood  it  is  difficult  to  equal,  much  less  excel, 
as  far  as  my  experience  goes.  It  is  very  strong, 
very  elastic,  considerably  lighter  than  any  wood  I 
know  of  which  has  equal  strength,  and  works  with 
a  keen  tool  in  a  way  that  is  simply  a  delight." 

The  late  .John  Harrington  Keene  fa^'Oured  four 
varieties  of  wood  for  rods,  after  split  -  bamboo. 
These  were  snakewood,  lancewood,  greenheart  and 
bethabara.  Snakewood,  in  his  opinion,  was  the 
best  where  weight  was  not  important,  as  for  bait- 
castmg  rods.  "  It  is,"  said  he,  one  of  the  most 
satisfactory  woods  to  work  that  I  know,  cutting 
smoothly  and  without  apparent  grain,  and  coming 
out  from  the  plane  with  a  surface  like  ivory  for 
smoothness.  Greenheart  is  a  much  harsher  wood 
to  work,  but  if  the  tool  is  keen  it  works  fairly 
well.  For  fly-rods  it  is  one  of  the  best  woods  I 
know,  being  of  medium  weight  and  great  stiffness.' 

Of  dagama  Mr.  Keene  said  :  "  While  it  is  tough, 
it  lacks  the  rigidit.v  of  lancewood,  and  is  inferior 
to  it  for  rod-making.  Lancewood,  which,  if  well 
selected,  is  a  most  desirable  wood  for  rods,  is  one 
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of  the  easiest  woods  to  work,  has  little  visible  grain 
and  cuts  smoothly." 

It  seems,  however,  that  Mr.  Keene's  opinion 
of  split  -  bamboo  changed  after  he  came  to  the 
United  States  to  live,  for  when  he  wrote  "  Fishing 
Tackle,  its  Materials  and  Manufacture  "  (London, 
1886),  he  said :  "  The  jungle  canes  are  of  Asian 
gi-ovvth,  and  are  chiefly  utilised  for  the  glued-up 
cane  rods  which  are  so  popular — rather  un- 
deservedly, I  think." 

At  that  time  Mr.  Keene  pronounced  greenheart 
"  the  very  best  all-round  material  for  all  the  joints 
except  the  butt  of  fishing  rods  of  whatsoever 
description." 

Curiously  enough,  he  says  "the  beautifully 
mottled  appearance  of  a  well  finished  cane  rod  is 
produced  by  Istaining  the  wood  with  aqua  fortis 
and  nut-galls.  The  stain  is  burned  in  immediately 
it  is  put  on."  Evidently,  if  this  was  true,  the 
rod-makers  of  that  time  used  other  canes  and 
attempted  in  this  way  to  imitate  the  Calcutta 
canes. 

Lancewood  is  used  more  than  any  other  material 
for  all-wood  rods  in  America,  although  it  does  not 
seem  to  be  used  very  much  abroad  at  present. 
In  England  greenheart  is  more  of  a  favourite,  but 
over  there  more  attention  is  given  to  combinations 
than  here.  For  example,  hickory  is  frequently 
used  for  butt  joints  in  high-grade  rods,  whereas  on 
this  side  of  the  water  it  is  put  into  no  rods  save 
the  cheapest  ones,  or  imitations  of  bethabara  or 
some  other  wood,  stained.  Over  there,  too,  whole- 
cane  butts  and  even  middle  joints,  with  greenheart 
tips,  are  common,  while  as  a  rule  we  stick  to  one 
material  throughout  the  rod. 

Frederic  M.  Halford,  in  his  book,  "  Dry  Fly  Fish- 
ing "  (London,  1902),  says  of  American  fly-rods  that, 
judging  from  those  he  has  seen,  they  "  are  too 
whippy  for  our  insular  ideas  and  seem  generally  to 
lack  backbone.  They  are  also  rather  light  in  the 
point,  the  effect  of  which  is  to  render  it  difficult,  if 
not  impossible,  to  recover  a  long  line  with  them. 
The  fashion  of  the  present  day  is  to  use  a  rod  that 
is  slightly  top-heavy,  and  although  this  is  more 
trying  on  the  wrist,  yet,  considering  all  points,  is  a 
fault  the  right  way."  His  preference  then  was 
for  a  rod  9^  to  11  feet  long,  so  it  must  be  assumed 
that  he  referred  to  American  rods  of  light  weight. 
This  seems  to  be  true,  for  he  quotes  Francis 
Francis  who,  in  his  "  Book  on  Angling,"  told  of 
making  a  cast  of  twenty-six  yards  with  a  lO^ft. 
rod.  No  American  .5oz.  rod  of  the  present  time 
would  be  accepted  as  a  gift  if  it  failed  to  lay  out 
78  feet,  and  the  average  6oz.  rod,  in  the  hands  of 
an  angler  of  ordinary  skill,  will  send  the  fly  yards 
further,  if  the  need  arises. 

Mr.  Halford  says  there  are  only  three  materials 
worth  considering  —  split-cane,  greenheart,  and 
whole-cane,  in  the  order  given.  Aside  from  its 
fault  of  occasionally  snapping  off  short,  he  likes 
greenheart,  but  gives  double  enamel  split-cane  the 
preference. 

I  quote  Mr.  Halford  at  some  length,  for  of  all 
modem  English  angling  literature  his  books  on 
"  Dry-fly  Fishing,"  "  Dry-fly  Entomology  "  and 
others,  and  his  numerous  papers  in  the  FieM  are, 
to  me  at  least,  the  most  impressive.  Among  other 
things,  his  clearness  of  expression  and  his  habit  of 
giving  more  than  full  credit  to  his  friends  for 
angling  hints  show  his  sincerity  and  fairness. 

But  Mr.  Halford  had  no  patience  with  steel- 
centred  rods  ;  in  fact,  he  says  that  ^the  controversy 
in  the  English  Press  anent  the  inventor  of  the 
method  was  a  waste  of  ink  and  paper,  as  steel- 
centred  rods  were  of  no  practical  use.  "Consider," 
says  he,  "  the  effect  of  rigidly  fastening  the  two 
materials  together.  The  one  with  the  quicker 
action  must  of  necessity  tend  to  hurry  the  slower 
material,  and  the  one  with  the  slower  action  must 
equally  of  necessity  tend  to  retard  the  action  of 
the  quicker  material.  "What  must  be  the  effect  ? 
A  tendency  to  disintegrate  their  union.  For  me," 
he  continues,  "  they  have  not  cast  better ;  they 
have  not  cast  more  easily ;  they  have  not  cast 
more  accurately,  than  the  ordinary  split-cane  by 
the  same  maker.  They  are  certainly  more  tiring 
to  the  wrist,  and  when  killing  a  fish  I  do  not  think 
that  they  give  any  real  accession  of  power." 

Lancewood  is  more  easily  obtainable  than  betha- 
bara. The  latter  comes  from  Africa  by  way  of 
Liverpool,  whereas  lancewood  in  large  quantities  is 
brought  up  to  New  York  by  the  coastwise  vessels 
trading  in  southern  waters.  It  costs  less  than 
bethabara,  and  is  much  easier  to  work.  It  is  not 
so  heavy  as  bethabara.    In  the  rough  it  is  easier 


to  select  good  stock  than'  is  the  case  with  betha- 
bara. But  it  is  "softer"  and  more  resilient  in 
equal  diameters,  and  has  not  the  steely  snap  and 
quick  recovery  that  characterise  the  other  variety 
mentioned.  In  addition  to  this  it  is  prone  to  take 
set — in  other  words,  to  warp  permanently — and 
this  fault  is  more  marked  on  damp  than  on  dry 
days. 

There  are  so  many  varieties  of  wood  available, 
and  all  more  or  less  excellent  for  rods,  that  the 
beginner  may  be  tempted  to  try  others  than  those 
recommended.  But  my  advice  is  that  he  confine 
his  first  experiments  to  eitherj  dagama  or  betha- 
bara. Then,  after  he  has  acquired  some  know- 
ledge of  squaring,  roimding  and  finishing  solid 
wood,  and  fitting  hand-grasps,  ferrules  and  tops,  he 
may  feel  safe  in  making  a  split-bamboo  rod,  since 
this  will  be  the  goal  of  his  ambition. 

Good  Calcutta  bamboo  is  very  difficult  to  obtain. 
Japanese  bamboo  is  inferior  to  it,  and  I  would  not 
advise  its  use.  Nearly  all  of  the  Calcutta  bamboos 
are  marked  with  alternate  bands  or  patches  of 
natural  and  scorched  enamel.  Two  varieties  are 
commonly  known.  The  so-called  "  male "  bam- 
boo has  thicker  walls  than  the  "  female,"  and  is 
generally  chosen  for  this  reason.  Careful  experts 
tell  us,  however,  that  in  this  thick-walled  bamboo 
the  strength  diminishes  more  rapidly  from  enamel 
surface  to  hollow  centre  than  in  the  thin-walled 
bamboo.  The  enamel  or  rind  is  tough  and  hard. 
Under  this  the  cells  increase  rapidly  in  size  and 
their  walls  diminish  in  strength,  the  inner  part 
being  more  pith-like  than  in  the  thin-walled 
bamboo,  whose  cells  are  smaller  and  their  walls 
stronger. 

Various  reasons  are  given  to  account  for  the 
burning  of  the  bamboos  by  the  natives  of  India. 
The  late  Henry  P.  Wells,  who  studied  the  question 
carefully,  gives  six  reasons,  as  follows  : — A  religious 
ceremony ;  roasted  over  a  gridiron  to  kill  borers ; 
also  to  bum  off  adhering  leaves  and  vines ;  for 
ornamental  purposes  :  accidentally  burned  in  firing 
jungles  to  destroy  creeping  vines  ;  seared  with  hot 
irons  in  straightening.  He  leaves  it  to  his  readers' 
fancy  to  decide. 

J.  J.  Hardy,  himself  a  rod-maker,  in  his  "  Salmon 
Fishing,"  says  the  natives  lay  the  more  crooked 
canes  in  fires  made  of  grass  and  leaves  to  soften 
before-  attempting  to  straighten  them.  "  While 
this  firing  doubtless  solidifies  the  sap  and  hardens 
the  cells  greatly,"  he  writes,  "  it  destroys  fully 
fifty  per  cent,  of  the  bamboos  for  rod-making  by 
burning  through  parts  of  the  outer  skin,  the  effects 
of  which  may  be  seen  in  the  very  dark  blotches. 
Where  this  appears  the  material  is  worthless,  all 
the  original  structure  having  been  destroyed.  It 
has  been  very  difficult  to  persuade  the  natives  to 
adopt  special  methods  of  heating  for  the  purpose 
of  straightening,  in  order  to  avoid  this  over- 
burning  ;  but  it  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  better 
methods,  under  strict  supervision,  are  now  being 
employed."  Mr.  Hardy  says  it  is  not  unusual  to 
split  up  thirty  to  fifty  culms  and  test  the  strips 
before  sufficient  good  material  for  an  eighteen-foot 
salmon-fly  rod  is  obtained.  In  passing  it  is  in- 
teresting to  note  that  Mr.  Hardy  claims  there  are 
good  reasons  to  believe  split-bamboo  rods  were 
made  long  ago  in  England,*  and  that  as  early  as 
1700  "  bamboos  were  brought  from  India  by  officers 
of  the  army,  and  made  into  rods  in  London." 

The  bamboos  obtainable  are  generally  one  and 
a  quarter  to  one  and,  a  half  inches  in  diameter  at 
the  large  end,  and  only  four  or  five  feet  of  each  one 
can  be  used  to  advantage. 

The  specific  gravities  and  weights  of  various 
woods  mentioned  are  given  by  Mr.  Wells  as  fol- 
lows, the  standard  being  distilled  well  water : — 


Snakewood  ... 
Bethabara 
Greenheart  (dark) 
Jueara  prieto  ... 
Lancewood 

Six-strip  split-bamboo 
Four- strip  split-bamboo 

enamel  inside 
Greenheart  (light) 

Dagama  

Hickory  

\  (To  he  continued.) 

*  I  have  often  pointed  out  that  glued-up  split-cane 
rods  were  made  originally  in  England.  I  think  that 
the  first  hexagonal  split  -  canes  were  made  in 
America ;  but  I  can  say  from  experience  that 
triagonal  split-cane  rods  are  also  fiist-rate. — Ed. 


Specific 

Weight. 

Gravity. 

1  cubic  foct. 

1-3718 

85-74 

1-2140 

75-88 

1-0908 

68-18 

1-08 

67-30 

1  0335 

64-59 

-9915 

61-96 

•9678 

60-49 

•9643 

60-26 

•90 

56-10 

-7963 

49-77 

REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  tlnd  the  time  of  higli  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  Iiigh  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

i30  niin.  for  Chelsea.  (55  miu.  for  Kew. 

40  Putney.  >>    >■  Kichmond. 

45  „  „  Hammersmith.  ■^""jSO  „  „  Twiclienham. 
50   ,,    ,,    Barnes.  (85    ,,    ,,  Teddington. 

KxAMPLB.— If  it  is  higli  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge, 
it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  upsti'eam  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

TiMK  ov  High  Watek  at  Lonbon  Bridgk. 

Morning.  •  Evening. 

Saturday,     Feb.  15    0.58    1.21 

Sunday,  ,,   16    1.42    2.  2 

Monday,  ,,  17    2.20    2.37 

Tuesday,  „   18    2.52    3.  6 

Wednesday,      „   19    3.22    3.38 

Thursday,        „  20    3.62    i.  8 

Friday,  „  21    4.-24    4.40 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames.  —  General  Remarks.  —  The  river  is 

now  very  clear,  but  nevertheless  fair  sport  has  been 
had  at  times.  The  warm  weather  we  experienced 
during  early  days  of  the  week  brought  out  a  few 
February  duns,  and  it  was  quite  delightful  to  see  a 
fly  on  the  water.  Fishing  below  Kingston  a  day  or 
two  ago  with  Mr.  A.  Drinkw.ater,  the  genial  presi- 
dent of  the  Kingston  Piscatorials,  we  saw  a  fine 
trout  break  the  water  just  above  Teddington  Weir. 
Although  the  water  was  still  very  cold  the  bleak 
were  on  the  top  trying  to  get  the  warmth  of  the  sun. 
In  this  section  of  the  river  Mr.  Carrington  had  some 
good  roach,  and  a  trout  of  51b.  took  his  bread-crust. 
After  a  fine  bit  of  sport  the  fish  was  returned,  none 
the  worse  for  its  adventure.  My  hearty  congratu- 
lations to  Mr.  Arthur  Brimley,  who  has,  at  Shep- 
perton,  landed  a  fine  pike  of  141b.  This  I  believe 
is  the  best  pike  caught  in  that  water  this 
season.  Mr.  Brimley  and  his  friend,  Mr.  E.  R. 
Dagnell,  were  fishing  with  George  Rosewell.  Mr. 
Brimley  also  caught  a  fine  trout  of  28in.,  which 
was  returned.  He  is  a  member  of  the  newly-formed 
angling  society  called  the  Barnes  and  Mortlake 
Angling  Club,  wliich  has  already  nineteen  members. 
This  is  a  good  start,  and  I  hope  the  club  will  have 
every  prosperity.  At  Henley,  Mr.  Escombe  has 
had  a  brace  of  pike  of  51b.  and  61b.  respectively,  he 
also  lost  a  fish  of  about  the  same  size.  Mr.  Silk,  at 
Medmenham,  has  taken  five  pike,  the  largest  61b., 
and  six  chub,  the  best,  however,  only  scaling  21b. 
Mr.  J.  J.  Smith,  fishing  on  Tuesday  with  Arlett  at 
Henley,  had  seven  chub,  the  largest  weighing  31b., 
a  brace  of  jack,  and  a  few  roach.  Mr.  Georgie 
George,  of  the  Blackfriars  A.S.,  fishing  with  Hen- 
nings  at  Surbiton  on  Tuesday,  had  eight  dozen  roach 
and  dace  and  a  small  trout.  Trout  evidently  are  well 
on  the  move  early  this  year.  Mr.  A.  R  Welton,  of 
the  York  Hotel,  Waterloo-road,  fishing  with 
Hennings  at  Surbiton,  had  seven  dozen  roach  and 
dace.  Last  week  I  omitted  to  mention  that  Mr. 
Tarbutt  got  a  chub  of  31b.  14oz.  at  Pangbourne, 
the  fish  was  not  in  condition  or  it  would  have 
probably  weighed  5lb.  It  was  taken  on  a  roach 
pole. — F.  H,  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Dorchester).  —  The  [  last  fortnight's 
fishing  among  the  pike  has  resulted  in  good  catches. 
Several  from  61b:  to  91b.  average  have  been  caught, 
and  I  caught  in  two  days  six  decent  fish  in  good 
condition  (best  fish,  1\\h.).  Otters  seem  to  be 
getting  numerous  in  the  streams,  as  several  pike 
destroyed  by  them  have  been  picked  up.  I  wonder 
if  any  of  your  nmnerous  readers  could  send  a  pack 
of  otter  hounds  this  way ! — D.  W.  Gardner. 

Thames  (Henley). — During  the  past  week 
several  jack  of  61b.,  71b.,  and  81b.,  and  some 
smaller  ones,  have  been  taken.  Roach  have  not 
been  feedmg  well,  bank  anglers  doing  very  badly. 
Perch,  too.  have  been  off.  Patrons  of  G.  Arlett,  J. 
Arlett,  J.  James,  G.  Smith,  and  George  Vaughan 
have  done  fairly  well,  Mr.  Lea,  with  the  latter 
fisherman,  taking  some  nice  chub  up  to  31b.  8oz.  A 
local  angler,  in  one  and  a  half  day's  fishing,  had  a 
fine  take  of  pike,  a  total  bag  of  61  lb.,  there  being 
thirteen  fish  in  all,  the  best  three  weighing  221b., 
and  the  smallest  just  under  31b.  The  water  is 
running  in  good  condition,  and  there  is  a  nice 
stream,  which  is  everything  for  fishing. — Stanley 
Mead. 

Thames  (Wraysbury). — The  water  has  been  in 
good  condition  for  all  kinds  of  fishing  all  the  week, 
but  a  dearth  of  clients  leaves  nothing  to  say  in  the 
way  of  captures,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  present 
spell  of  fine,  sunny  weather  will  give  me  a  chance 
in  the  next  report. — P.  Brown. 

Bottisham  Iiocks  (Waterbeach).  —  The  |  old 
tradition,  "  February  Fill -Dyke,"  is  not  in  vogue  here 
this  year.  We  are  having  spring-like  weather,  to  the 
angler's  pleasure,  and  it  is  a  treat  at  the  riverside. 
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where  a  great  quantity  of  locals  and  visiting  anglers 
are  after  the  pike.  Further  down  stream  the  largest 
fish  are  being  creeled,  and  on  this  side  of  the  lock-, 
^'ambridge,  four  to  nine  fish  to  a  rod.  London 
anglers  are  doing  well  with  41b  fis'i.  Roach  angling 
is  not  much  indulged  in.  only  for  baits.  Punt  and 
live  baits  on  the  spot,  if  re  juired.  The  pike  are 
numerous  at  the  locks. — JpHN  O.  George,  Beche 
road,  Cambridge. 

Cefni  (Anglesey). — The  Cefni  and  Brant  opened 
on  Feb.  14.  Licences,  6s  a  season  from  Mr.  Pryd 
derch,  Chemist,  Llangefni. — W.  E. 

Dareuth. — On  Tuesday  I  paid  a  preliminary  visit 
to  this  stream,  and  found  it  in  very  good  order. 
The  fish  moving  away  at  my  app  oach  were  of 
good  size,  but  I  could  not  see  them  clearly.  I 
should  imagine  that  they  were  roach,  as  there  are 
often  very  large  shoals  of  these  fish  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Longford  Mill,  where  I  was  walldnst. 
Roach  fishers  should  note  that  they  can  fish  here 
(close  to  Dimton  Green  Station)  until  March  15  for 
a  small  daily  payment.  The  trout  fishing  does  not 
begin  till  April.  Paste  is  best  for  these  roach,  and 
fine  tackle  is  essential  as  the  water  is  mostlj' shallow 
and  very  clear. — J.  P.  Taylor. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— Mr.  Chas.  Baxran, 
of  Berry  House,  has  again  been  luianimmsly  elected 
chairman  by  the  committee  of  the  Dart  Anoling 
Association,  and  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  has  been  elected 
vice-chairman,  Mr.  C.  M.  E.  May  hon.  sec,  and  Mr. 
J.  Edmonds  hon.  treasurer.    It  will  be  recollected 
that  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  association  it 
^as  sugge  ted  that  day  and  weekly  licences  for 
salmon    should    be    abolished,     several  anglers 
considering    that    it  was  an  injustice  to  those 
who     took     out     season    licences     that  these 
should  be  issued  in  the  best  months  of  the  season 
being  always  redeemable  for  a  whole  season,  but  it 
was  pointed  out  that  the  committee  of  the  Board  of 
Conservators  issue  the  same  licences,  and  t'lat  being 
so,  it  was  not  considered  advisable  to  discontinue 
the  i'lsue.    It  was  also  agreed  not  to  adopt  the  pro- 
posal to  issue  trout  day-tickets  until  May  1.  The 
Angling  Association  intend  to  have  the  wood  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  above  the  weir  trimmed  off.  This 
is  badly  needed,  as  there  are  some  exce  lent  spots 
along  the  bank  not  fishable  owing;  to  not  only  the 
top  growth   but  under  growth.^  Mr.  M.  Revell 
pointed  this  matter  out  at  the  annual  meeting,  and 
anglers  must  thank  liim  for  this  improvement.  The 
association    deserves    thanks  for  restocking  the 
river.    Hitherto  tlie  river  has  been  stocked  with 
yearling  trout,   but  the   association  put  in  1000 
two -year -old     brown    trout    between  Austin's 
Bridge  and  Hood   Bridge.     The  fish,   many  of 
which  were  over  8in.,  were  in  capital  condition. 
I  imderstand  that  Mr.  H.  Phillips,  of  Totnes,  will 
again  fish  with  nets  the  Duke  of  Somerset's  w  i  ter 
below  the  weir.    With  thes?  nets  and  the  Angling 
As  ociation's  nets  at  the  weir  salmon  do  not  stand 
a  very  great  chance  of  reaching  the  higher  waters, 
and  it  must  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  there  are 
numerous  nets  at  Stoke  Gabriel.    This  seems  lo 
show  the  necessity  of  putting  some  fresh-run  salmon 
over  the  weir,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Board  of 
Conservators  will  contribute  thfir  quota,  and  thus 
induce    the  Angling  Association    to    do    this. — 
Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — There' is  no  news  of 
special  interest  as  to  the  general  f:shing  in  the 
river  or  canal,  the  water  being  far  too  clear.  The 
question  of  the  contamination  of  the  shellPsh  beds 
in  the  estua  y  of  the  Exe  has  again  come  forward, 
but  the  E.xmouth  Council  will  not  take  any  steps 
in  regard  thereto  as  they  claim  they  are  not  the 
guilty  partie  =.  Acting  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  sanitary  committee,  the  council  at  their  meeting 
last  weak  resolved  to  inform  the  Fishmongers 
Company  (who  threatened  to  exclude  Exe  mus  els 
from  Billingsga'e  Market)  that  they  spent  £40,000 
in  re-drainina:  the  whole  of  their  district,  that  no 
sewage  is  allowed  to  flow  into  the  river,  and  that 
they  were  led  to  believe  by  Mr.  Mansergh,  who 
'carried  out  the  drainage  works,  that  if  any  sewace 
fiowed  up  the  river  with  the  incoming  tide  it 
would  be  diluted  as  to  be  perfectly  harmless.  The 
council  therefore,  see  no  reason  why  they  should 
be  called  upon  to  carry  out  the  suggestion  made 
in  the  Fislimongers  Company's  letter.  A  few 
pollack  have  been  caught  on  Exmouth  Pier  and 
some  smelt  in  the  dock  there,  but  the  fishing  has 
fallen  off  owing  to  slack  tides  and  very  clear  water. 
— Red  Paxmer. 

Lake  Coron  (Bodorg^an,  Anglesey).—  Fly-fish- 
ing for  trout  commenced  on  Feb.  3,  and  tl  e  following 
were  taken: — Rev.  Andrew  Heogh,  seventeen, 
81b.  lOoz. ;  Messrs.  Williams,  Henblas,  three.  I  flb. ; 
Mr.  R.  Hughes,  Llangefni,  five,  2^lh.  ;  Mr.  W.  J. 
Jervis,  Rhosneigr,  six,  S^lh.  ;  Mr.  O.  Williams, 
Llangefni,  five,  4^1b. ;  Mr.  R.  J.  Edwards,  J. P., 
Holyhead,  two,  21b.  The  weather  is  open  and 
mild,  the  lake  in  splendid  condition,  and  the  trout 
very  forward  and  gamey. — W.  H. 
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Lea  and  Tributaries. — Sport  continues  unsatis- 
factorjr  in  the  public  waters  of  the  Lea  owing  to 
the  clear  condition  of  the  stream  and  other  causes. 
Roach  have  been  quite  off  feed.  Some  pike  have 
been  landed  at  St.  Margarets  and  Rye  House,  bu- 
they  have  run  very  small.  Nice  pi'te  up  to  91b. 
have  been  caught  by  members  of  the  West  Ham 
Angling  Society  near  Broxboume.  A  few  small 
pike  have  been  accounted  for  in  the  Stort.  It 
is  a  g'lodmanv  yea  s  si  ice  Lea  roach  fis'iing  proved 
so  unremunerative.  Some  warm  rains  would  be 
appreciated  to  give  the  river  a  dash  of  colour. 
Tac  ^le  needs  to  be  very  fine  now. — Izaak  Walton. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon).— Tiie  river  is  in  fine 
condition  for  reaching,  and  some  very  good  bags 
have  been  taken,  also  some  nice  perch.  The  pike 
were  not  feeding  last  week-end  but  on  Tuesday  and 
W'ednesday  some  nice  fish  were  taken. — Arthur 

ROLPH. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  now  in  good  order  for  grayling  fishing, 
beingani.e  colour  and  height.  The  weather  has 
improved,  and  grayling  have  been  moving  well  in 
both  streams,  and  have  been  rising  at  midday. 
The  prospects  for  sport  are  good.  The  flies  to  use 
will  be  the  Red  Ant,  February  Red,  Little  Blue, 
and  Silver  Twist. — Gwynne. 

Nene  (Peterborough).  —  Having  experienced 
splendid  weather  during  the  week,  and  the  condition 
of  the  water  being  highly  favourable,  a  large  num- 
ber of  our  lo^al  anglers  have  participated  in  their 
favourite  pike-fishing  pursuits,  and  excellent  sport 
has  resulted.  Not  only  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  Peterborough  has  good  sport  been  en- 
jo5'ed,  but  also  at  Alwalton,  Waternewton,  Elton, 
and  Oundle,  and  some  good  pike  were  captured. 
The  best  pike  taken  for  several  years  past  was 
secured  by  Mr.  J.  Ward,  Peterborough,  at  Nab's 
Staunch,  weighing  16^-lb.,  length  38in.,  and  girth 
20in. ;  many  others  ranging  from  91b.  down  to  5lb. 
have  been  taken.  Roach-fishing  has  also  been  very 
good,  Mr.  Alt.  Davis  Peterborough,  securing  a 
stone  and  a  half. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — The  trout  fishing 
season  on  the  public  water  of  this  river,  as  well  as 
on  several  private  portions,  opened  on  the  2nd  inst. 
The  river  is  low  and  clear,  and  a  bitter  north  wind 
has  been  blowing.  The  net  fishermen  have  been 
busy  on  the  public  water  here,  and  have  taken  out 
some  ill-conditioned  fish.  It  was  hoped  that  with 
the  succession  of  the  new  lord  of  the  manor  some 
step^  would  be  taken  to  put  a  stop  to  this  state  of 
things,  by  placing  the  river  under  the  Exe  Salmon 
Conservancy  Board,  or  by  some  other  means ;  but 
things  are  going  on  in  the  old  way,  and  the  stream 
is  being  subjected, to  the  same  ill-treatment. — 
Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry). — We  have  been  having 
a  good  time  here  among  the  pike  during  the  past 
week,  every  one  out  having  taken  several  nice  fish, 
the  largest  to  my  knowledge  10|lb.  The  tu  er  is  in 
exceptionally  good  condition,  and  anglers  should 
avail  themselves  of  this  opportunity  just  now  as 
we  have  had  no  wind  this  week,  and  that  has  made 
fishing  much  more  enjoyable.  Perch  have  been 
feeding  very  freely  on  the  bottom,  taking  lobs  on 
ledger  tackle,  and  so  have  the  large  roach. — A. 

SCARD. 

Kother  (Sussex). — This  river  still  continues  to 
afford  sport  to  anglers  for  pike.  The  station- 
master  at  Bocliam  inforaied  me  that  one  of  Sflb. 
had  been  caujiht  in  the  lower  Udiam  pool  on 
Feb.  7,  and  he  stated  that  the  platelayers  on  the 
line  saw  it  after  it  was  caught,  so  I  went  to  see 


them  (three) ;  they  told  me  that  it  was  a  good  fish, 
as  long  as  my  umbrella.  I  hope  to  get  the  real 
weight  of  it.  On  Feb.  C  I  went  for  a  look 
round  the  upper  waters  from  Sdohurst  to 
Bodiam,  we  caught  two  small  pike  of  41b.  and 
31b.  The  water  was  very  clear  for  this  time  of 
the  year.  1  do  not  know  how  others  evade 
the  water- bailiiTs,  but  Water-baili.Ts  F.  Standen 
and  Fred.  Gadd  both  looked  us  up.  The  former 
is  of  my  opinion  that  there  are  too  many  pike  in 
these  upper  waters. — Thomas  Daws,  Sec.  Rother 
Fishery  Association. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— Foggy 
weather  and  easterly  winds  have  been  prevalent 
during  the  early  mornings,  s  icceeded  by  spring-like 
days.  Sport  in  the  rivers  has  somewhat  improved. 
From  the  Ouse  on  Sunday,  Mr.  A.  Snelgrove 
secured  a  few  roach.  Mr.  .\iarshall  landed  a  pike 
of  over  Clb.  on  fine  roach  tackle,  fishing  with 
worm.  Mr.  King,  who  patronised  the  Adur,  had 
about  51b.  of  roach— the  heaviest  fish  was  of 
lib.  3|oz.  A  chub  of  21b.  and  a  few  roach  w  ere 
taken  trom  the  (juse  by  Mr.  Macfarlane.  Chichester 
Canal  is  in  good  order,  but  has  not  been  much 
patronised,  (jff  Bognor  recentlv  Mr.  T.  Kent,  a 
local  fisherman,  captu  ed  a  fine  skate  weighing 
971b. — George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Rivers  are  right  now,  but 
salmon  are  going  down  fast ;  possibly  with  another 
flood  we  shall  get  the  t  out  out  of  the  "  bids,"  and 
they  will  come  to  the  fly.  Buds  on  the  trees  are 
breaking,  flowers  in  the  hedges,  primrose  *  and 
snowdrops  are  just  opening  their  tiny  flowers,  the 
thrush  is  heard  with  joyous  notes,  and  the  valleys 
ring  with  the  various  notes  of  the  many  warblers. 
— Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  is  in  capital  order 
for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  fine,  with  cold 
nights  and  sunshiny  days.  Gray  ing  are  more  on 
the  feed  ;  bottom  fishing  has  been  good  with 
maggot.  The  pike  have  been  on  the  feed, 'and 
spo  t  good.  With  fly,  on  Saturday  last,  grayling 
of  ^Ib.  and  fib.  each  were  caught,  and  some  fine 
fish  were  landed  on  Monday  with  maggot. — S. 
Ludlow. 

Usk  (Usk). — Trout  anglers  have  been  busy  for 
some  httle  time  preparing  their  paraphernalia  for 
the  opening  of  the  trout  seas  jn,  wliich  commen  es 
to-day  (Feb.  15).  It  will  be  remembered  that  last 
season  trouting  on  the  Usk  was  exceptio.iallv  good, 
and  the  prospects  for  this  season  are  in  every  way 
satisfactory.  The  river  is  in  very  fair  condition,  the 
weather  fav  ourable,  and  trout,  on  warm  days,  have 
already  been  seen  rising. — T.  R. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse 
etc.  (Yorks). — All  our  rivers  wii,h  th  ir  tribu- 
taries are  now  running  vjiy  clear  but  in  fair 
volume.  In  the  upper  waters  of  the  Yore  a 
few  nice  catches  of  grayling  have  been  had  with 
the  worm  and  maggot,  also  a  few  brace  with  the 
fly.  I  have  been  dving  fairly  well  with  the  pike 
in  the  deeps  between  Middleham  and  Cover 
Bridge,  but  the  t^sh  have  not  run  1  irge.  Tanfield 
close  their  waters  for  grayling  fisliing  on  Feb.  1 5, 
but  there  are  waters  still  open  a  Lttle  longer.  The 
Wharfe  has  been  in  nice  trim  lor  grayling  and  pike 
fishing.  On  Saturday  Mr.  J.  H.  K.  Bazley  had  nice 
sport,  securing  a  nice  plump  fish  weighing  11  lb., 
caught  paternostering  on  nne  gut.  M  ■.  Norman 
also  had  some  sport  amongst  the  roach,  grayling,  and 
chub.  The  Derwent  has  been  fisliing  better  lately, 
sport  all  round  having  improved  greatlj'.  Mr.  ri. 
Calvert  had  a  chub  of  41b.  from  the  upper  waters. 
Mr.  C.  Chad  wick  had  a  roach  of  1  lb.  5oz.  from  the 
Yore  at  Bishop  Monkton,  and  Mr.  H.  Atkinson  a 
similar  one  from  the  Derwent.  The  Robin  Hood 
Angling  Club  (Leeds)  are  again  holding  their  annual 
social  and  wliist  drive  at  the  Central  Hotel  rooms 
on  February  19.  This  club  held  its  monthly  meeting 
the  other  day,  when  eighteen  new  members  were 
admitted.  Silver  cups  are  being  given  for  best 
specimens  of  roach,  dace,  and  perch.  Prospects  lor 
the  present  are  very  encouraging. — J.  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Beauly  and  Conon. — Angling  opened  on  the 
Beauly  on  Feb.  11.  The  Home  Beat  will  be  fished 
by  Lord  Lovat — who  is  at  present  resident  in  Beau- 
fort Castle — and  his. guests  occasionally.  There  is 
a  fair  appearance  of  fish  in  the  pools,  and  the  river 
is  in  good  ply.  Mr.  Cameron,  of  Moniack  Castle,  is 
again  the  lessee  of  the  tidal  waters,  and  here  also 
capital  sport  may  soon  be  expected  among  the  sea- 
trout.  CoNON. — Rod  and  net  fishing  opened  on 
the  Conon  on  Feb.  11.  The  river  is  now  in  good 
hshing  order.  All  along  the  Brahan  (  astle  watt-rs 
fish  are  reported  to  have  been  seen  in  fair  quantities 
while  along  by  the  mouth  of  the  river  they  are 
reported  to  be  plentiful. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — The  association  waters 
of  Esk  and  Liddle  open  to-day,  Saturday,  Feb.  15. 
Angling,  however,  commenced  last  week  in  the 
private  waters,  when  Mr.  McLellan  caught  a  new- 
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run  salmon  from  the  Solway,  scaling  15Jlb.,  in  the 
Netherby  water  at  Willow  pool;  another  fish  of 
about  the  same  weight  has  been  caught  in  the 
Longtown  water  of  the  Esk.  A  good  many  salmon 
have  been  visible  in  the  lower  reaches  above  Metal 
Bridge.  Kelts  are  affording  runs  below  Longtown. 
There  are  still  a  number  of  spawning  fish  in  the 
breeding  streams  and  in  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Esk,  while  the  floods  have  been  instrumental  in 
sweeping  the  kelts  away  to  the  sea.  Changeable 
weather  has  been  the  rule  up  to  the  present.  ¥\y- 
fi-hing  is  permitted  from  Feb.  15  till  March  15 — 
only  below  Canonbie  glebe  lands  until  IMarch  15 — 
w  hen  the  remaining  waters  will  be  open  for  fly-f  shing 
alone  until  May  1  in  the  Esk  and  Liddle,  and  until 
J une  1  in  the  remaining  waters  of  the  association. 
No  bait-fshing  to  be  allowed,  or  with  minnow, 
before  May  1  in  Esk  and  Liddle,  or  before  June  1  in 
the  remaining  watei-s  of  the  association,  or  after 
Sept.  1  in  any  of  the  tributaries  of  the  E-k  and 
Liddle,  or  Sept.  15  in  the  Esk  and  Liddle.  The 
whole  waters  of  the  association  are  open  on 
March  15.  Yellow  trout  fishing  begins  at  the 
opening  of  the  season. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardsfay,  N.B.). — The 
angling,  which  opened  this  week,  promises  to  be 
excellent.  Mr.  Littleiohn,  of  Invercharron  and 
Dunie,  has  let  the  spring  angling  on  these  -waters 
to  air.  M.  E.  Sanderson,  who  has  authorised  the 
keeper  to  commence  with  the  rod  immediately. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— The  salmon  fishing 
season  on  the  River  Deveron  opened  on  Tuesday 
under  absolutely  novel  conditions,  conditions  which 
are  entirely  in  favour  of  the  interests  of  anglers. 
Under  the  arrangements  arrived  at  between  the 
district  Fishery  Board  and  the  Duke  of  Fife,  His 
Grace  sold  to  the  board  as  a  corporate  body  the 
rights  of  net  fishing  in  the  river  and  in  the  sea 
which  belonged  to  him,  and  the  board,  having  in 
view  the  importance  of  the  water  as  an  angling 
stream,  have  resolved  that  there  shall  not  be 
exercised  in  the  liver  any  net  fishing,  and  also  that 
net  fishing  shall  be  prohibited  in  an  area  of  the 
sea  extending  inland  between  a  straight  line  drawn 
from  the  Lighthouse  at  Macduff  Harbour  to  the 
North  Pier  at  Banff  Harbour,  the  area  of  the  sea 
from  which  the  nets  are  thus  prolubited  ha\'ing 
been  in  recent  years  perhaps  the  most  productive 
part  of  any  so  far  as  regards  yield  of  fish  at  the 
nets.  The  experiment  will  not,  of  course,  have  its 
full  effect  on  angling  experiences  for  a  few  years,  but 
it  is  anticipated  that  as  a  result  of  the  bold  steps 
thus  taken  the  Deveron  is  destined  to  become  one  of 
the  finest  angling  streams  in  the  north.  Th«  season 
in  the  north  has  been  mild  and  open.  There  has 
been  no  ice  in  the  river,  and  no  heavy  floods.  The 
salmon  were  of  large  size.  The  pools  are  well 
stocked  with  clean  fish,  so  that  with  a  continuance 
of  good  weather  the  prospects  for  the  spring  rod 
fishing  are  very  bright.  We  hear  that  the  fishings 
have  been  let. — H.  W. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— On  Mr.  Porter's,  of 
Corniehaugh,  fishings  at  Marnoch  Lodge,  Mr.  John 
Watt,  on  the  opening  day,  killed  a  fine  salmon 
scaling  21Ib. — Reteop. 

Helmsdale. — The  river  has  been  too  high  for 
fishing,  and  very  poor  sport  has  been  got.  Messrs. 
Hill  and  Rutherford  had  each  one  fish  on  Feb.  5. 
The  Brora  opened  on  Feb.  11,  and  there  are  good 
prospects  of  a  splendid  start.  The  river  is  in  good 
order  and  the  weather  is  mild. — -Ultima  Thule. 

Loch  Tay  (Kenmore  Hotel).— On  Feb.  3,  Major 
Stringer,  one  salmon,  1 71b.  On  Feb.  4,  Mrs.  Stringer, 
one,  171b.  On  Feb.  7,  Mrs.  Currie,  one,  171b.  On 
Feb.  10,  Mr.  Topham,  one,  20lb.  On  Reserve, 
Balcour  (keeper),  one,  301b. — Cuebie. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— On  Feb.  3,  Mr. 
Nightingale,  Ipswich,  landed  a  fine  clean-run  salmon 
of  301b.;  Mr.  Dyson,  York,  one,  191b.;  Mr.  A.  J. 
Walters,  Ipswich,  one,  191b.  On  Feb.  4,  Mr.  Nightin- 
gale, one,  191b.  ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Walters,  one,  191b.  ;  Mr. 
Dyson,  one,  171b.  On  Feb.  5,  Mr.  Brockbank, 
Carnforth,  two,  161b.  and  171b. ;  Rev.  J.  Stuart 
Holden,  London,  one,  1.5lb.  On  Feb.  6,  Mr.  A.  J. 
Walters,  one,  181b.;  Rev.  J.  Stuart  Holden,  one, 
141b.  On  Feb.  7,  Rev.  J.  Stuart  Holden,  one,  231b. ; 
Mr.  A.  J.  Walters,  one,  181b.  On  Feb.  8,  Mr. 
Brockbank,  three,  201b,,  171b.,  and  lOJIb. ;  Mr. 
Walters,  two,  28jlb.  and  181b.  ;  Rev.  J.  Stuart 
Holden,  one,  181b.  On  Feb.  10,  Mr.  Walters,  one, 
191b.  ;  Mr.  C.  Wilhson,  two,  171b.  and  181b. ;  Mr.  J. 
McWilliam,  two,  121b.  and  141b.— H.  J.  Knight. 

Lyon  (Portingrall  Hotel).— On  Feb.  6,  Mr.  S. 
W.  Carlton,  London,  had  a  salmon  of  201b. ;  Colonel 
A.  D.  Bulpett,  London,  one,  181b. ;  and  Peter  Dewar 
(keeper),  one,  191b.  On  Feb.  7,  Mr.  Philip  Geen, 
Richmond,  one,  211b.,  and  on  Feb.  11,  one,  171b. 
— R.  Stewart. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — This  river  is  taken  for 
the  spring  this  year  by  Sir  William  Orr-Ewing,  and 
angling  operations  commenced  this  week  under 
most  favourable  auspices.  All  the  rivers  debouching 
into  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland  opened  this  week. — B. 


Tay. — There  has  been  little  change  in  the  weather 
since  la- 1  report.  It  still  continues  mild  and  dry, 
with  an  occasional  liigh  wind.  The  river  is  in  good 
order,  and  fine  sport  is  maintained  on  most  of  the 
beats.  The  following  are  the  catches  for  week 
ending  Feb.  10: — MuBTHL^a  Castle  Water. — 
Fishing  this  water,  on  Feb.  4,  Mrs.  Whitelaw  killed 
two  fish  of  211b.  £ind  191b.;  the  boatmen  one  of 
161b. ;  and  Major  H.  Lynch,  four  of  201b.,  20lb 
191b.,  and  141b.  on  Feb,  7,  and  another  of  161b.  on 
Feb.  8.  Delvine. — Mr.  Graeme  Whitelaw,  fishing 
this  water  on  Feb.  8,  killed  t-wo  fish  of  241b.  and 
201b.  Upper  and  Lower  Stanley. — On  this 
stretch,  Mr.  Alex.  Heyder  caught  one  fish  of  181b. 
on  Feb.  4,  three  of  21  lb.,  21  lb.,  and  191b.  on  Feb.  5, 
three  of  231b.,  191b.,  and  161b.  on  Feb.  7,  and  two 
201b.  and  191b.  on  Feb.  10.  Benchill  and  Burn- 
mouth  Catholes. — Fishing  these  two  beats  alter- 
nately, Mr.  Harry  Anderson  landed  one  fish  of 
16Jlb.  on  Feb.  4,  and  another  of  51b.  on  Feb.  7, 
while  Miss  Anderson  took  one  of  1 61b.  on  Feb.  4, 
and  two  of  161b.  and  141b.  on  Feb.  8.  Upper 
Scone  Water. — Mr.  Ernest  Shand,  London,  killed 
two  fish  of  81b.  and  81b.  on  this  water  on  Feb.  4. 
Redgorton  Beat. — Fishing  this  water,  Mr.  Coats' 
boatman  landed  one  fish  of  91b.  on  Feb.  6,  one  of 
141b.  on  Feb.  6,  and  another  of  21  lb.  on  Feb.  7, 
while  on  the  Luncarty  section  Miss  Burt-Marshall 
caught  one  of  171b.  On  the  upper  reaches.  Mr. 
James  Stewart,  gamekeeper,  fishing  the  Grandtully 
Castle  water,  caught  one  fish  of  201b.  on  Feb.  5, 
two  of  161b.  and  121b.  on  Feb.  6,  and  one  of  13  Jlb. 
on  Feb.  7. — A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
These  rivers  have  now  run  very  low,  and  a  flood  is 
very  much  recjuired  to  aid  salmon  anglers  in  the 
way  of  getting  some  sport.  In  some  of  the  better 
waters,  however.  I  hear  that  a  few  fish  have  been 
killed.  On  the  Earl  of  Home's  water  at  Birgham 
last  week,  four  clean-run  salmon  were  caught,  one 
of  171b.  weight.  I  believe,  however,  that  there  is 
a  good  head  of  clean  salmon  in  the  rivers,  but  with 
no  wind  and  bright  sunny  days  they  are  hard  to 
catch,  and  anglers  are  waiting  patiently  for  the 
long-looked-for  flood,  of  wliich,  however,  there 
seems  little  chance  at  present.  The  glass  is  very 
high,  with  no  appearance  of  a  change,  while  the 
wind  is  from  the  south-west. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District.  —  February  so  far  has 
not  acted  up  to  its  "fill  the  dyke"  reputation,  the 
weather  being  comparatively  mild  and  the  rainfall 
moderate.  On  the  Lagan,  which  has  remained  in 
pretty  good  order  since  the  season  opened,  some 
fair  baskets  of  trout  were  made,  chiefly  by  local 
men.  The  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  Club,  Belfast, 
opened  the  season  at  Dromore  on  Feb.  11,  when 
a  large  party  fished  there.  The  Glens  of 
Antrim  rivers  have  done  indifferently  since  the 
season  opened ;  one  salmon  was  killed  on  the 
Ballycastle,  and  Colonel  Allison  and  Rev.  Mervyn 
Archdall  had  some  .sport  on  the  Bush. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  River  (co.  Cork). — River  in  good 
order,  but  salmon  are  not  yet  showing  in  any  great 
numbers.  On  the  Ballyduff  water,  which  is  at 
present  being  fished  by  His  Honour  Judge  Shand, 
of  Liverpool,  three  salmon  were  landed  during  the 
week  of  161b.,  181b.,  and  201b.  On  the  Mocollop 
waters,  Mr.  J.  W.  Logan  and  Mr.  J.  Montague  Logan 
had  nine  weighing  61b.,  81b..  101b.,  111b.,  141b., 
161b.,  171b.,  181b.,  and  191b.,  and  Mr.  J.  M.  Logan 
had  one  of  291b.  on  Feb.  10. — W.Haynes  and  Son. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal).  —  Heavy  rainfalls 
kept  the  river  discoloured  during  the  past  week,  and 
little  angling  was  done.  A  couple  of  fresh  run 
salmon  were  hooked  by  the  anglers  out,  but  were 
unfortunately  lost.  Some  decent  trout  were  taken, 
the  largest  one  over  31b.,  by  Mr.  C.  Hamilton.  At 
time  of  writing  the  weather  is  becoming  milder, 
and  prospects  of  sport  better. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork). — The  water  has  fallen 
very  considerably  during  the  week,  and  until  we 
get  rain  no  good  sport  can  be  expected.  On  the 
Fargus  water,  Mr.  M.  Riely  had  one  salmon  of  81b. 
At  Ashton,  Mr.  C.  W.  Ashe,  one,  121b.  On  Balli- 
neadig,  Mr.  Frank  McCarthy,  two,  71b.  and  91b. 
At  Castleinch,  Mr.  J.  O'Brien,  three,  71b.,  9lb.,  and 
121b.,  and  Mr.  J.  Sullivan,  one,  12lb.  At  Inniscarra, 
Major  Hamilton,  .two,  Opb.  and  161b.  On  Carbery 
water,  Captain  Mackenzie,  one,  81b.  On  Ardrvim, 
Mr.  Edgar  Perry,  one,  7  Jib.  At  the  Waterworks, 
Mr.  J.  McAuliff,  one,  71b. ;  Mr.  R.  Murphy,  one.  Sib. ; 
and  Mr.  Byrne,  one.  Sib. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Lough  Currane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). 
Sport  has  been  poor  on  Lough  Currane  since  last 
report.  On  Feb.  3,  Jim  J.  Sullivan  had  a  salmon 
of  8 Jib.  ;  on  Feb.  5,  Maurice  Sugrue,  one,  20lb., 
and  Mr.  J.  S.  Hunt,  one,  7 Jib. ;  on  Feb.  6,  Jim  J. 
Sullivan,  one,  9lb.  Several  good  brown  trout  were 
had  during  the  past  week  by  anglers  when  trolling 
for  salmon,  the  heaviest  weighing  6Jlb. — T.  J.  D. 


Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Fishing  opened  here 
on  Feb.  1,  and  there  was  some  good  fish  taken  in 
the  weirs.  Rod  fishing  was  poor,  one  being  got 
with  the  rod  weighing  121b.  But  the  water  is  in 
good  order  and  the  weather  is  mild,  and  the  fish 
should  come  in  this  week.  Trout  fishing  was  good, 
some  good  baskets  being  taken  with  the  fly. — ^John 
Devees. 

Moy  (Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen,  Ballina,  co. 
Mayo).  —  Weather  here  mild  and  water  in  nice 
order  for  angling.  On  Feb.  5  your  correspondent 
drew  first  blood  on  the  Moy  by  landing  a  clean-run 
salmon  of  12 Jib.,  and  lost  another  after  twenty 
minutes'  play;  the  fish  was  got  on  a  King 
Edward  VII.  fly.  Sea  trout  anglers  are  having 
nice  sport.  Both  loughs  are  lowering  fast,  and  will 
soon  be  in  nice  order  for  the  fly.  Some  very  fine 
fish  were  got  daring  the  week  at  the  salmon  weirs. — 
Jim  Hbaens  and  Sons. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Pollack  are  now  very  nimaerous, 
and  good  sport  has  been  had  among  them. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Though  the  weather  hasrecently 
been  beautifully  fine  and  the  water  in  splendid 
condition,  fishing  is  still  somewhat  disappointing, 
though  at  times  a  fair  number  cf  codling  has  been 
caught,  other  varieties  being  extremely  scarce. 
Anglers  are  anxiously  awaiting  the  arrival 
of  dabs  and  other  flatfish,  when  some  decent 
sport  may  reasonably  be  expected.  The  pi:',r 
patrons,  on  February  9,  were  Messrs.  Hay  ward. 
Smith,  Rose,  Hart,  Band,  Igglesden,  and  Elliott, 
and  each  experienced  a  little  f-port  in  the  course  of 
the  day,  Mr.  Smith  returning  to  town  in  the  even- 
ing with  half  a  score  of  codling,  and  Mr.  Igglesden 
with  nine.  Mrs.  E  R.  Dodd,  Mr.  R.  P.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Lanchester,  Mr.  G.  Dodd,  Mr.  Hay  ward, 
Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Pocklington,  Mr.  Band,  Mr. 
Sexton,  Mr.  Hume,  Mr.  Bates,  Mr.  Goodwin, 
Miss  Barbara  Lambert,  and  Master  Harold 
Hart  all  spent  several  hours  upon  the  pier 
on  Feb.  10,  and  a  fair  number  of  codling,  many  of 
them  larger  than  those  recently  taken,  were 
captured,  Mr.  Hayward's  two  rods  accounting 
lor  fifteen  fish.  The  only  fresh  arrivalsonFeb.il 
were  Mrs.  Hugman,  Mr.  Pennington  and  Mr. 
Wills,  but  the  day's  catch  was  not  at  all 
satisfactory,  only  about  thirty-two  fish  being 
creeled  from  ten  rods.  Mr.  Pocklington  took  half- 
a-dozen  codling  on  Wednesday  morning,  and  Mr. 
Band  and  Mr.  Hay  ward  had  half  a  score  between 
them  in  the  forenoon,  but  nothing  of  importance 
was  done  throughout  the  remainder  of  the  day. — 
J.  Richardson. 

Plymouth. — Everything  bids  fair  for  a  good 
spring.  Fishermen  have  been  doing  pretty  well 
during  the  last  week,  bvit  the  mullet  are  shy  and 
will  not  take  the  hook,  so  some  of  our  fishermen  are 
using  large  treble  ones  and  no  bait.  One  man  had 
two  and  a  half  dozen  on  Feb.  11,  averaging  IJlb. 
each.  There  are  tons  of  them  about,  but  they 
cannot  be  tempted  to  take  a  bait.  They  can  be 
seen  from  the  pier,  and  you  may  put  the  bait  right 
in  front  of  their  noses,  but  all  to  no  purpose.  It  is 
very  tantalising.  They  are  so  thick  at  times  that 
you  may  almost  walk  on  them.  Bass  are  still  on 
the  feed,  and  large  basketsful  are  being  brought  in 
every  day.  They  feed  best  at  night,  or  early  in  the 
morning.  The  smelt  are  still  very  fine,  and  showing 
plenty  of  sport  for  the  pier  and  dock  fishermen. — 
William  Heaedee  (B.S.A.S.). 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — Pollack  fishing  has 
commenced,  and  good  sport  has  been  had.  The 
fish  ranged  in  weight  from  41b.  to  12lb.,  the  average 
weight  being  about  61b. — T.  J.  D.  , 


DEATH  OF  ADMIEAL  SIR  A. 
FARQUHAR. 


In  the  death  of  Admiral  Sir  Arthur  Farquhar, 
K.C.B.,  which  occurred  at  his  Deeside  home,  Drum- 
nagesk,  on  Jan.  29,  in  his  ninety-fourth  year,  one  of 
the  leading  middle  Dee  anglers  for  the  last  half 
century  has  passed  away.  Sir  Arthur  was  a  sports- 
man of  untiring  energy  and  a  first-rate  angler. 
Although  in  late  years  his  pursuits  were  restricted, 
he  remained  wonderfully  active  in  mind  and  body 
to  the  last.  Only  a  few  weeks  ago  he  attended  the 
funeral  of  an  Aboyne  resident  in  a  drenching  rain. 
On  the  night  of  his  death  he  protested  that  he  could 
walk  upstairs  to  his  bedroom  without  assi  tance. 
Shortly  after  he  expired  quietly  in  his  chair.  He  is 
bvu'ied  in  the  quiet  little  ground  of  the  Scottish 
Episcopal  Church  at  ICincardine  O'Neil,  near  by  two 
other  prominent  Dee  anglers — Capt.  Hart  and  Mr. 
Turner  Farley. — J.  H. 

Another  northern  correspondent  writes: — "On 
Feb.  4  the  grave  closed  over  the   remains  of 
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FISHING,     FiSHiNG,  FtSHING, 

Gregfson's  Complete  Outfits 
are  what  you  want. 
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£1/1 


Our  Guinea  Fishing:  Outfit  is  a  marvel  for  the 
money,  including  a  10-ft.  Grecnheart  Rod,  3  leiio-ths,  with 
snake  rings  and  best  reel  fittings,  well  balanced  and  finished. 
One  superior  Reel  with  check  action;  one  best  Silk 
Waterproof  Fishing  Line;  Jdoz.  3-yd.  Gut  Casts;  1  doz. 
assorted  Flies  on  gut;  one  Fishing  Bag,  and  a  good  Fly 
Book.      All  superior  quality,  and  sent  post  free  to  your 

door  for  the  sum  of  One  Guinea,. 
Also  Our  Bottom  Fishing:  Outfit,  including  all 

you  want  for  the  season,  post  free.  Ten  Shillings. 
Our  Boy's  Fishing:  Outfit  is  a  splendid  offer  and 
a  most  suitable  present,  Five  Shilling:s,  complete. 

GREGSON  &  CO.,  59,  Penny^treet.  Blackburn. 


10/- 
5/. 


"BEAUT/FULLY  COOL  AND  SWEET  SMOKING.  ' 


THE 


WYE  VALLEY  TROUT  FARM 

Np.  MOiMMOUTH, 

supply  any  quantity  of  their  famous  BROWN  TROUT  and  LOCH 
WATi^R  PT I ^'^l  '''^'/'?;  *^  ^""^S'  ^1^°  RAINBOWS,  NATURAL  FOOD, 
sfcotkin?  n  '/""^       FisHEBT  Apparatus  supplied.     Expert  advice  re 

scocgmg.     jj^scellent  accommodation  for  pupils.     Apply  the  Manager. 


OF  THE 
FINEST 
QUALITY 


OF  THE 
FINEST 
QUALITY 


15/- 

per 

100 


PERCH 


THE  EARL  OF  DENBIGH'S  FiSHERIES,  HOLYWELL. 


JiENNE3T      VALLEY  FISHERIE3S. 

I'l-'oo  L,stof  Trout  Graylino  Fish  Foo^&g. 

A    I    ^  :e-isw  rods  to  x^et. 

Apply   MANAGER    Kennet  Valley   Fisheries,  Hungerford. 


TOBACCO 


AND 


Hi;.  MilWard 

&  SonSs  Ltd,, 


REDmrcH. 


A  new  GAFF 


TRADE  MARK. 


This  "  straight^puU  gaff  is  made  of 
rust-proof  metal,  and  is  designed  on  quite 
new  lines.  It  will  be  found  more  eiFective 
than  the  old  bow  shape. 

Retail  from  any  Tackle  Dealer,  1/9. 


CIGARETTES 


Sold  only  in  the  original  packets  and  tins,  and  may  be 
obtained  from  all  Stores  and  Tobacco  Sellers  of  repute. 


J.  E.MILL 

NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  DEPOT, 

19,  New  Station  Street, 


Stocktaking  Sale 


NOW  ON. 


per  cent. 

Dupingr  Febpuapy  Only 

CATALOGUES  FREE. 
ALL  GOODS  GUARANTEED  PERFECT. 

Money  Returned  if  not  Approved  of. 
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Admiral  Sir  Arthur  Farquhar,  ICC.B.,  at  the  ripe 
age  of  ninity-three.  The  son  of  an  admiral,  and 
also  the  father  of  an  admiral  (a  distinction  of  a  line 
of  admirals  in  one  family  rarely  met  with),  Admiral 
Far  luhar  saw  some  sixty  ye irs'  service,  andreti'-ed 
in  1880,  being  created  a  Knight  Commander  in  1886 
He  was  a  keen  sportsman  all  his  days,  and  h's  sons 
and  grandsons  are  all  in  the  first  rank  both  with 
rod  and  gun.  No  one  was  better  known  or  more 
respected  than  the  late  Sir  Arthur,  and  till  his 
ninetieth  year  he  wielded  the  rod,  and  only  failing 
st  -ength  compe'led  him  to  lay  it  aside  For  long 
he  resided  at  Carlogie,  which  he  rented  from  Mr.  W. 
B.  Nicol,  but  since  his  retirement  he  staved  at 
Driimnagesk  Hou  e,  which  he  built  for  himself. 
He  was  among  the  first  to  organise  the  Dee  Improve- 
ment Association,  althoughnot  ariparian  proprietor. 
A  great  favourite  of  the  Royal  Family,  he  was  a 
well-known  figure  at  all  the  royal  functions  on 
Deeside. ' ' — Fie  Id. 


NETTING  THE  SERPENTINE. 


The  postponed  netting  took  place  on  Monday 
last,  commencing  a  little  after  twelve  midnight. 
The  arrangements,  which  reflected  the  greatest 


The  Thames  Conservancy,  with  their' usual  kind- 
ness, sent  a  lavmch  and  barge  to  Pim^ico  Pier  to 
convey  the  fish  obtained  by  the  T.A.P.S.  to  Penton 
Hook,  Inspector  Delany  of  the  Conservancy  being 
in  attendance,  and  rendering  every  assistance. 

The  Royal  Humane  Society  also  kindly  lent  two 
boats  for  the  operations,  and  the  Brush  Electrical 
Engineering  Co.,  Ltd.,  a  motor-lorry  to  convey  the 
fish  caught  from  the  Serpentine  to  Pimlico  Pier. 

Searchlights  were  also  lent  by  the  London 
Motor  Cab  Co.,  of  Chel83a,  Mr.  W.  Mennod,  their 
manager,  being  in  attendance. 

Messrs.  R.  G.  Woodruff  and  W.  H.  Barber,  assisted 
by  a  full  staff  of  able  assistants  from  the  Anglers' 
Association,  had  obtained  a  splendid  lot  of  tanks  to 
convey  their  catches  of  fish  to  the  Lea  and  Windsor 
district,  but  in  spite  of  the  excellent  arrangements 
made  to  deal  with  a  larger  quantity  of  fish,  the 
estimated  number  taken  was  about  10,000  roach, 
dace,  perch,  and  gudgeon. 

The  Press  was  well  represented,  and  numerous 
flashlight  photos  taken,  one  of  which  is  here  repro- 
duced. Many  well-known  angling  authorities  were 
present,  amongst  them  being  Messrs.  Shaw,  Astley, 


Flashlight  View  at  Midnight  aF_THE  Nettees  of  the  Seepentime. 
A— Mr.  J .  A.  Chisholme,  Chairman  of  the  T.A.P.S.    B— Mr.  J.  V.  Eyre,  Secretary  of  the  T.A.P.S. 


credit  upon  those  responsible,  were"  complete  in 
every  respect  for  the  safe  transfer  of  fish,  which  it 
was  anticipated  would  be  at  least  equal  to  the 
weight  obtained  many  years  ago,  when  over  two 
tons  were  netted. 

The  night  was  fortunately  fine,  but  cold,  and  an 
ideal  one  for  the  removal  of  fish ;  and  although  a 
coating  of  ice  covered  the  water  in  some  portions, 
it  was  not  of  a  sufficient  thickness  to  prevent  the 
nets  working  properly,  as  the  ice  broke  before  the 
strain  of  the  nets.  Mr.  J.  A.  Chisholme  captained 
the  T.A.P.S.  nets,  which  were  worked  by  Mr.  A. 
Hancock,  the  hon.  official  netsman  of  the  society, 
assisted  by  Messrs.  E.  Clarke,  T.  Milbourne,  H.  G. 
Moffatt,  assistant  river-keepers,  and  other  volunteers. 

Messrs.  R.  G.  Woodruff  and  W.  H.  Barber  cap- 
tained the  Ang'er  s'  Association  net  worked  by  their 
official  netsman  and  other  able  assistants  who  had 
kindly  volunteered,  everyone  working  with  a  will  to 
secure  a  record  take. 

Messrs.  Winnett's  boathouse  had  been  requisi- 
tioned for  the  occasion,  and  here  Mrs.  EjTe,  wife  of 
the  T.A.P.S.  secretary,  assisted  by  two  other 
ladies— Mrs.  H.  Tanner  and  Mrs.  W.  Mennod— dis- 
pensed the  hot  coffee  and  sandwiches,  which, 
needless  to  say,  were  greatly  appreciated. 


Gibson,  J.  Hurren  (C.L.P.S.),  M.  Henry  (president 
of  the  Francis  Francis  A.S.),  and  "Dragnet." 

The  actual  netting  operations  finished  about 
6.30  a.m.,  when  it  was  decided  that  in  view  of  the 
number  of  fish  taken  being  less  than  anticipated, 
those  caught  by  the  Anglers'  Association  and  the 
T.A.P.S.  should  be  placed  together  and  conveyed  to 
the  Thames  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  M.  Henry, 
to  be  placed  in  the  Kingston  reach. 

J.  V.  Eybe,  Sec.  T.A.P.S. 


IMPROVING  THE  AYRSHIRE  DOON  AS 
A  SALMON  ANGLING  RIVER. 


As  a  salmon  angling  river,  the  Ayrshire  Doon 
holds  a  high  place  among  the  more  well-known 
salmon  rivers  in  Scotland.  Indeed,  it  is  held  by 
many  that  it  is  the  principal  salmon  river  in  the 
west  of  Scotland.  It  is,  perhaps,  because  it  contains 
so  many  salmon  that  it  is  admittedly  a  very -poor 
trout  river,  the  ordinary  yellow  trout  being  only 
occasionally  met  with  in  its  entire  length. 

An  interesting  series  of  experiments,  with  the 
view  of  improving  the  value  of  the  river  for  angling 
for  salmon  and  sea-trout,  are  at  present  being  and 
have  for  some  time  been  carried  out.  About  six 
years  ago  a  syndicate — the  members  of  which  were 


the  Duke  of  Portland,  Sir  James  Coats,  of  Auchin- 
drane,  Mr.  Kennedv,  of  Doon  Holm,  and  Mr.  J.  B. 
Thorney croft,  of  Netherplace — leased  the  net  fishings 
in  or  near  the  mouth  of  the  river  with  a  view  to 
the  ultimate  removal  of  the  netting.  The  netting 
in  the  river  between  the  Low  Bridge  of  Doon  and 
the  sea  was  discontinued  at  the  time,  but  the  sea 
fishing  nets  were  sub-let.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  withdrawal  of  the  nets  from  the  river,  by 
which  a  large  number  of  sdmon  have  been  caught 
annually,  led  to  very  cons'derable  improvement  in 
the  amenities  for  angling  in  the  different  stretches, 
though  more  particularly  in  the  upper  portioiis. 

About  a  year  ago  the  syndicate  entered  into  a 
further  lease  of  five  years  for  the  nets,  and  decided, 
in  order  to  still  further  improve  the  fishings  in  the 
I'iver,  to  withdraw  the  sea  nets  in  addition  to  those 
that  had  already  been  taken  off  in  the  river.  It 
was  believed  that  this  would  allow  about  two 
thousand  more  salmon  to  ascend  the  river,  and 
besides  greatly  increase  the  prospect  of  sport,  and 
the  value  of  the  fishings  «ould  prove  a  very  valuable 
exp.^riment  on  which  to  found  future  action.  The 
cost  of  the  above  steps  up  to  the  end  of  last  year 
was  borne  entirely  by  the  four  gentlemen  conipris- 
ing  the  syndicate  as  already  named,  the  remaining 
riparian  proprietors  and  lessees  not  having  been 
called  upon  to  contribute. 

It  was  felt,  however,  that  the  four  gentlemen 
named  should  not  be  left  with  the  burden  of  an 
improvement  that  was  benefiting  the  whole  of  the 
proprietors  and  lessees,  of  which  there  were  some 
eighteen  in  all,  and  accordingly,  on  the  initiative 
of  Mr.  R.  A.  Oswald,  of  Auchincruive,  a  meeting  of 
the  proprietors  of  fishing  tenants  was  held  last 
back-end,  at  which  all  those  interested  agreed  to 
subscribe  pro  raUl  the  annual  cost  of  the  removal 
of  the  nets  from  the  river  and  the  sea. 

The  River  Doon,  about  three  miles  be^ow  its 
exit  from  Loch  Doon — a  few  miles  distant  from 
Dalmellington— expands  into  Bogton  Loch,  and 
after  leaving  this  runs  s-luggish  and  deep  for  a 
distance  of  some  six  miles  to  near  Patna.  Bogton 
Loch  was  known  to  be  infested  with  pike,  as  also 
tvas  the  four-mile  stretch  of  the  river  from  the 
loch  to  Waterside  Ironworks.  The  syndicate  were 
ad  V  ised  that  the  salmon  fishings  would  be  still  further 
improved  if  the  pike  were  cleared  out  of  Bogton 
Loch.  Mrs  McAdam,  of  Craigengillan,  on  whose 
property  the  loch  is  situated,  was  approached,  and 
consented  to  steps  being  taken  to  i  id  the  loch  of 
the  piUe.  An  expert  on  piko  fishing  was  called  in, 
and  under  his  ad\  ice  operations  were  commenced 
for  netting  out  the  pike  in  the  loch  last  autumn. 
We  understand  that  something  like  one  hundred 
and  seventy  were  captured  and  removed  from  the 
loch,  and  it  was  resolved  that  the  netting  should 
be  continued  during  the  coming  summer  months, 
and  if  possible  destroy  the  whole  of  the  pike  in  the 
water.  It  has  been  agreed  that  the  cost  of  this  part 
of  the  work  should  be  borne  pro  rata. 

Great  interest  is  being  taken  in  the  steps  for 
improving  the  fisheries,  and  no  doubt  the  proprietors 
will  reap  substantial  reward  in  the  improvement 
that  is  sure  to  follow.  Heatheebell. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

The  second  part  of  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin's  paper, 
read  on  Feb.  5  and  partly  described  in  last  week's 
issue,  was  devoted  to  the  crustaceans,  and  was  as 
fully  illustrated  on  the  screen  by  Messrs.  Boy  ton 
and  Walters'  admirable  glides,  some  twenty  in 
number.  The  crustaceans  were,  he  said,  so  called 
because  of  the  crust,  principally  of  lime, 
which  formed  an  external  skeleton,  so  to 
speak.  It  does  not  grow  with  the  animal, 
but  forms  once  for  all  by  the  hardened 
skin.  As  it  grows,  the  rigid  covering  splits, 
is  removed  and  replaced  by  a  new  one.  They  have 
also  the  power  of  replacing  a  lost  or  injured  limb  by 
growing  a  fresh  one.  As  the  species  is  a  combative 
one  it  is  of  course  very  liable  to  lose  a  limb  in  its 
constant  warfare. 

The  Genera  are  many  and  the  species  almost  m- 
numerable.  Many  are  parasitic,  some  on  fish, 
some  on  other  crustaceans,  and  possibly  even  males 
on  their  own  females. 

The  larger  crustaceans,  those  of  most  interest  to 
the  fisherman,  belong  to  the  class  called  Decapods, 
or  ten-footed,  because  of  their  appendages  in  five 
sections.  The  pincers,  walking  feet  and  swimming 
feet — these  were  described  and  illustrated  in  great 
detail,  and  their  various  uses  were  described.  Their 
distribution  is  remarkable.  In  the  north  the 
number  of  species  is  small  and  the  individuals  very 
numerous,  but  the  further  south  the  greater  the 
number  of  species.  In  Greenland  there  are  only 
twelve  species,  in  the  Caribbean  Sea  seventy-seven, 
but  the  individuals  are  scarcer. 

The  interest  which  sea  anglers  take  in  the  large 
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SAVE  THE  CAST 


by  carrying  with  you,  and  using 
this  ingenious 

FLY  &  CAST  RELEASER. 


Will  save  you  many  a  good  cast  of  Flies,  and  is  cheaper  than  using 
, fresh  Cast  and  Flies. 

Fitted  ixt  IL4e£i<tliei7  Ca>se,  2/" 
UCMDV  IWUITTV    J^i^ft^ing  Bod  Manufacturer, 

ntrlnY  Willi  llj  is,  Basr>ett  street,  Liverpool. 

Establisbed  1819. 


THE  MIDLAND  FISHERY, 


Established  1883. 


NAILSWORTH,  fiLOUOESTERSHIRE. 

REMOVED  FROM   MALVERN  WELLS. 

TROUT   FOR  STOCKING. 

Natural  and  Artificial  Foods,  Fishery  Nets,  &o.    For  Price  List  (pamphlet),  with 
hints  on  Stocking,  apply  WALTER  BAILY. 


London  &  North  Western  and  Caledonian  Railways. 

WEST   COAST  ROUTE 

BETWEEN 

ENGLAND  AND  SCOTLAND 


LONDON 

(EUSTON) 
and 


Via  CARLISLE. 

EDINBURGH  in  8  hrs.      PERTH       in   91  hrs. 
GLASGOW      „  8   „        ABERDEEN  „  111  „ 
INVERNESS  in  13i  hrs. 

Corridor  (Vestibuled)  Trains  witli  Dining  and  Refreshment  Cars.     Sleeping  Saloons 
fitted  with  every  modern  convenience. 

For  further  information  apply  to  Mr.  ROBERT  TURNBULL,  Superintendent  of  the  line, 
Euston  Station,  London,  or  Mr.  U.  CALTHROP,  Caledonian  Railway,  Glasgow. 

FREDERICK  HA.RRISON,  General  Manager,  L.  and  N.W.  Railway. 
R.  MILLAR,  General  Manager,  Caledonian  Railway. 


WYERS  FRERES 

SOLE 

EUROPEAN  AGENTS 

PATENT  'MEEK' 
CASTING  REEL, 

Price  32/-  each. 

STRONG.      SIMPLE.  ACCURATE. 

Holds  100  yards  of  our  "CHAVAGNAC"  CASTING  LINE,  No.  1  at  6/-,  No.  2  a  I  8/-, 
oi-  No  3  at  10/.  per  100  yards. 
Have  you  seen  the  "TRIFISH"  REVOLVING  SLIP  LEAD  and  FLOAT,  no 
entanglement.    Supplied  direct  by 

WYERS  FRERES,  CONTINENTAL  WORKS,  REDDITGH. 


CATALOGUES   POST  FREE. 


J 

Manager:  ALBERT  SMITH. 


Praaerving  anti  Watorpfootlna 
BOOTS,  LEGGINGS, 

Fishing  Lines, 
HARNESS,  SADDLERY, 

MACHINE  BELTING, 
MOTOR  CLUTCHES, 

and 

all  kinds  of  leather  articles. 


NO  "RUBBINQ  IN"  REQUIRED. 


The  only  Leather  Oil  used  in 
the  German  Army. 

TINS,   WITH    BRUSH    COMPLETE      |    *1  ^/-'.^/t  *  J*-/'  eacK  or 


1/3,  2/4  &  4/6,  post  free. 


To  he  had  of  all  Dealers,  or  direct  from — 
The  Mars  Oil  (F)  Co.  ■  10  &  12,  Milton  St.,  LONDON,  E.C. 


MUDIE'S. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS  Opened  at  any 
Date  for  Three,  Six,  and  Twelve 
Months. 


TOWN  SDBSCRIPTIONS  21s.  YEARLY. 
BOOKS  OF  PAST  SEASONS  iOs.Bd.  YEARLY. 

TERMS  for  LARGER  SUBSCRIPTIONS, 
COUNTRY,    SUBURBS,     and  PARCEL 
POST  sent  on  application. 

30-34,  NEW  OXFORD  ST.,  LONDON. 

Branch  OfficeA"^^^^  BROMPTON  ROAD,  S.W. 

)48.  QUEEN  VICTORIA  ST..  E.C. 


OUSE  ANGLING 
PRESERVATION  SOCIETY, 

SUSSEX. 

JACK,  CHUB,  &  BARBEL 

AN  TED 

for  stocking  purposes. — Send  full  par- 
ticulars and  price  delivered  at  Barcombe 
Mills,  L.  B.  &  S.  0.  Ely.,  to  C.  H.  Morkis, 
Hon.  Sec,  Lewes,  Sussex. 


PIKE. 


THE  HUDDERSFIELD  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION 

•win  be  glad  to  receive  quotations  for 
Pike  for  stocking.  Quote  size  and  price, 
carriage  and  empties  paid.  —  Letters, 
A.  3.  Smith,  Field  House,  Healey  House, 
nr.  Huddersfield. 


SCIATICA, 
LUMBAGO, 
RHEUMATISM. 

Sufferers  should  use 


DROITWIGH 
BRINE  CRYSTALS 


Being    a    specially  Crystallised 
Preparation,  for  Home   Use,  of 
the  Celebrated  Droitwich  Brine 
Springs. 
From  all  Chemists,  or 
a  28  ib.  Bag  delivered  Free  to 

any  address. 
London,  2/-.     Country,  2/3m 


Sole  Proprietors, 

WESTON  &WESTALL,  Ltd. 

(Dept.  C), 

16,  Eastcheap,  London,  E.C, 


RIGMADEN  FISHERY 

KIRKBY  LONSDALE. 


FOR  SALE 

YEARLING,  2.YEAR-OLD,  and  Older 

RAINBOW  TROUT, 

For  Prices  apply— J.  K.  Robinson,  Rigmaden 
Estate  Office,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 


GLEOBURY  NORTH  FISHERY 

SHROPSHIRE. 

Proprietor — E.  S.  Hamilton-Eussbll 
Brown,  Looh  Leven,  Rainbow  Trout 

for  Autumn  and  Winter  delivery. 
Apply  E.  S.  Hamilton-BdssblIi,  Oleoburj 
North  Fishery,  Bridgnorth. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS 
SOCIETY. 

President— Str  EDWARD  BIRKBECK,  Bakt 
Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  Meetings  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  4,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don, at  8  p.m.  For  information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Offices  at  the  same  address. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

President— LO^J>  GEORGE  HAMILTON. 
Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C,  at  8  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  Waters 
at  Chesham,  and  extensive  Coarse  Fishing 
Waters  at  Kelvedon,  Essex.  There  is  a  valuable 
Reference  Library  at  the  disposal  of  members. 
—For  information,  apply  to  the  Secretary. 
Subsoription  payable  from  January  l. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

This  Society  rents,  for  the  use  of  its  members, 
about  8  miles  of  water  from  Rickmansvvorth  to 
near  Denham,  Uxbridge  (including  the  Hare^ 
field  Valley  Fishery).  Re-stocked  with  about 
7000  coarse  fish.  Country  headquarters.  Fish- 
eries Hotel,  Harefleld.  Nearest  stations  Denham 
and  Rickmansworth.  Meetings  each  Wedues 
day  at  8.30  p.m.  and  particulars  of  Secretary 
at  Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'  Road,  Westbourne 
Park,  W. 


BRIIVIPTON  FISHERY 

Mr.  READ  I  MO. 

I  am  now  booking  orders  for  Brown 
and  Rainbow  Trout,  of  all  sizes.  My 
large  Pish  are  reared  in  a  screened 
stream,  and  feed  on  my  floating  fish 
food,  thus  producing  wild  and  free-rising 
fish.    Write  for  List — 

P.  GASGOIGNE  FREEMAN. 


THE 


EXE  VALLEY  FISHERY. 

Ova,  Fry,  Yearlings,  and  Two-year- 
olds  of  Brown  Trout,  Loch  Leven,  and 
Rainbow  Trout  at  moderate  prices. 
Fish  Foods,  Apparatus,  and  Advice. 
For  Price  List  and  particulars  apply  to 
Theo.  F.  Tkacy,  Esebridge,  viA  Tiverton, 
Devon. 


PIKE.      ROACH.  PERCH. 

GOOD  FREE  FISHING 

THE  BEST  THREE  MILES  ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommodation.  Punts,  Baits, 
&c.,  always  ready.  Reasonable  charges. 
Home  Comforts.    Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARP.  HOLYWELL  FERRY.  HDNTS. 
FOR  SALE. 

ONE  "HARDY"  SPLIT  CANE,  STEEL 
CENTRE   "VICTORIA"   SALMON  ROD, 

15  feet,  cork  liandle,  two  tops,  <fcc.  ;  never  been 
used.  Price  £7.  Cash  returned  if  not  approved 
of.    Original  price  £8  12s.  6d. 

ONE  "CARTER"  4-inch  GUN-METAL 
SALMON  REEL, 

with  60  yards  backing  line  joined  to  40  yards 
(Hardy's)  waterproof  line  for  above  rod.  Never 
been  used.  Price  £1  complete.  Original  price. 
£1  13s. 

ONE   HARDY  SPLIT  CANE, 
3   PIECE  ROD, 

Hi  feet,  with  one  top,  suitable  for  trout,  sea 
trout,  or  grilse,  cork  handle,  lock  joints,  &c. 
As  new.  Price  £3.  Original  price,  £4  Is.  6d. 
"  Occupier,"  5,  Mossley  Avenue,  Sefton  Park, 
Liverpool. 


END  OF  SEASON 

Clearance  Sale. 

About  350  SMALL  PIKE. 
600  BROWN  TROUT,  6  and  7  ins. 

AND  ABOCT 

50,000  FULLY  EYED  BROWN 
TROUT  OVA,  for  sale  cheap. 

FARIO  n'sHERY,  HARRiETSHAM.  KENT. 

A  few  more  orders  can  be  taken 
for  Rainbow  Ova. 


CHOICE  TROUT  OVA 

from  practically  WILD  FISH,  all  varieties,  at 

competitive  prices. 
GRAND  BROWN,  LEVEN  and  RAINBOW 

TWO-YEAR-OLDS  up  to  10  Inches. 
Yearlings,  all  varieties.    Write  for  prices.  Safe 
delivery  guaranteed. 


THE  OAKENCLOUGH  FISHERY 

GARSTANG,  LANCS. 
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cnista?ean  is  twofold.  They  ioin  with  the  general 
public  in  appreciating  their  edibility  and  succulence, 
but  purely  as  fishermen  they  like  their  excellence 
as  bait. 

The  three  groups  or  sub  orders  of  the  decapod 
are:  1,  Macroura,  or  long  tailed,  as  lobster  and 
shrimp ;  2,  Brachyoura,  short  tailed,  as  the  crab  ; 
3,  Armoura.  or  irregular  tailed,  as  the  hermit  crab, 
The  lobster  and  the  spiny  lobster — Palinurns- 
sea  crayfish  or  crawfish,  are  excellent  bait,  but  in 
this  countrj^  too  expensive.  The  Americans,  how- 
ever, constantly  use  them  as  bait  for  the  striped 
bass,  and  as  hand-bait,  broken  up,  to  attract  the 
fish.  The  Sandymount  prawn,  really  a  lobster — Nep- 
terops  norvegicas — is  trawled  in  deep  waters  in  con- 
siderable ouantities.  The  cod  feeds  on  it  and  conse- 
quently it  is  a  good  bait  for  them,  and  it  is  cheaply 
obtainable  from  the  trawlers.  The  different  arrange- 
ment of  the  two  c^aws  was  fhown — the  one  armed 
with  strong  knobby  protuberances  to  hold  and 
crush,  the  other  finely  toothed  with  fine  serrations 
to  cut  and  tear  and  to  hold  slippery  things,  and 
they  are  right  and  left  handed.  Quite  recently  the 
Americans  have  been  taking  the  lobster  in  quite 
deep  water  a  long  way  from  shore. 
'  The  common  sand  shrimp — Crangon  vulgaris — is 
very  abundant  and  a  good  bait,  dead  or  alive.  The 
prawn — Paloemon  serratvs — is  caught  at  low  tide  in 
rock  pools  and  among  the  fronds  of  sea-grass,  and 
is  a  splendid  bait  when  alive  for  sea- bass,  lightly 
hooked  by  the  tail  and  allowed  to  swim  freely  at 
the  end  of  a  long  trace  of  single  gut. 

The  red  shrimp — Pendaltis  annulicornis — is  small 
for  bait,  but.  fish  are  very  fond  of  it.  The  white 
shrimp — Palaemon  squiella — is  found  in  more 
brackish  water.  The  common  little  sandhopper — 
Talibrus  locasta — swept  up  in  large  quantities, 
mashed  in  a  bucket  with  a  little  salt,  and  kept  for  a 
while,  is  a  fine  hand  bait  to  attract  mullet. 

Of  the  short- tailed  group  the  common  edible  crab 
— Cancer  pagurtis — is  the  tjrpe.  Soft  shelled  and  small 
they  form  a  large  part  of  the  cod's  food,  but  as  it  is 
wrong  to  take  them  they  cannot  be  discussed  as 
bait,  but  the  common  little  shore  crab — "  green 
crab "  or  "  mad  crab "  as  it  is  called — when 
soft  shelled  is  the  best  of  bait.  When  the 
old  shell  can  be  pioK-  ed  off  with  the  thumb-nail,  the 
crab  is  called  "  peeler,"  or  "  peely."  The  "  Spanish  " 
or  "velvet"  crab — Portanus  puber~is  interesting. 
The  back  is  covered  with  a  coat  of  plush  or  velvet, 
and  the  legs  are  a  very  deep  and  brilliant  blue.  It 
has  the  most  delicate  flesh  of  all  our  crustaceans, 
and  is  abimdant  on  our  south  coast. 

The  spiny  crab,  Maia  squinado,  is  also  very  good 
to  eat  when  in  condition  in  the  early  summer,  the 
female's  roe  being  then  in  the  coral  stage.  Later, 
when  the  eggs  are  extruded  and  show  as  a  red  mass 
under  the  tail,  it  has  lost  flesh  and  flavour.  These 
eggs  are  an  excellent  hand  bait  to  attract  mackerel, 
pollack,  bream,  and  other  fish. 

The  crab  appears  to  be  the  only  animal,  except 
man,  that  practises  gardening.  It  has  been  observed 
when  its  shell  is  new  and  clean  to  pick  small  rooted 
plants  of  seaweed  and  insert  them  in  the  crevices  of 
its  own  rough  surface. 

The  third  sub-order  of  the  Decapod  s,the  Anomoura, 
is  intermediate  between  the  short  and  long  tailed 
crab.  The  hermit  crab  is,  perhaps,  the  most  in- 
teresting, and  is  usually  found  in  a  whelk  shell  or  a 
sea-snail.  The  Oalatheas  should  properly  be  classed 
with  the  Macrowa ;  their  tails,  though  stunted,  are 
not  deformed. 

The  crustaceans  afford  interesting  examples  of 
what  is  called  "Commensalism,"  where  an  animal 
of  one  kind  lives  with  or  upon  another,  does 
not  imbibe  its  juices,  but  gains  its  own 
food — the  little  pea  crab,  Pinnotheres  pisam, 
dwells  on  the  fringes  of  the  mussel.  The  rock- 
worm  {Nereis  margaritacea)  lives  in  company  in  an 
old  whelk  shell  with  the  hermit  crab.  It  is  probable 
that  this  sodality  is  accidental.  Again,  the  sea 
anemone  (Adamsia)  on  the  outside  of  the  whelk 
shell,  the  soldier  crab  within,  and  this  seems  a 
matter  of  choice  with  both  parties. 

A  very  interesting  point  is  that  the  very  lowest 
orders — the  female  sex — are  purely  parasitic, 
sightless  creatures,  with  merely  claws  or  barbs  to 
retain  hold,  a  mouth  to  suck,  and  ovaries  to  keep 
up  the  race.  Such  are  the  parasites  that  beset  the 
salmon  in  fresh  water,  hang  to  the  eye  of  the  shark, 
or  cling  to  the  sprat.  The  young  are  more  highly, 
organised  than  the  adult,  and  even  resemble  the 
larval  forms  of  the  highly  specialised  crab  or  the 
prawn.  This  is  called  the  degradation  of  species, 
and  whether  it  be  the  causa  or,  as  is  more  probable, 
the  effect  of  parasitism  the  moral  is  clear  and  may 
be  read  bv  all. 


Lord  Desborough  had  consented  to  take  the  chair 
at  the  annual  dinner  at  the  Cecil  on  March  11. 

Next  Wednesday,  Mr.  G.  A.  Boulenger  will  read 
a  paper  on  "Abysmal  Fish  Life,"  illustrated  with 
lantern  slides.  H.  P. 


LAST  SEASON'S  ANGLING  AT 
LAIRG,  N.B. 


The  following  abstracts  will  show  a  considerable 
improvement  in  sport  as  compared-with  the  season 
of  1906.  The  most  prolific  waters  were  Loch  Shin 
and  Shinness,  which  between  them  yielded  more 
fish  than  all  the  other  waters  put  together.  It  will 
also  be  noticed  that  August  was  the  most  productive 
month  for  trout,  the  next  being  July,  during  which 
all  the  salmon  of  the  season  were  landed,  and  that 
these,  as  well  as  most  of  the  grilse  and  ferox,  were 
caught  on  Loch  Shin.  The  details  for  the  season 
are  as  follows  : — 

Season  1907.  Salmon.  Grilse.  S.  ferox.  Trout. 

Loch  Shin  yielded  S,  92ilh.  3,  141b.  7,  32}lb.  664,  308^11). 

Shinness        „             —             _  5,  241b.  637,  2991b. 

Loeli  Benach  ,,            —             —            —  341  2501b 

Loch  Cracail  „            —            _           _  2SI,'  148}lb. 

Other  waters  „            —  2,  9*lb.         —  .314,1551b. 


May  18  to  31 
.Tune 
July 
August 

Sept.  to  Oct.  2 


Totals    8,  92ilb.     5,  23ilb.   12,  56Jlb.  2237, 1161  lb. 
Salmon.       Grilse.      &  ferox. 


S,  92^1b. 


3,  mil). 

4,  21ilb. 


Totals    8,  92ilb. 


5,  241b. 
12,  56ilb. 


Trout. 
85,  48ilb. 
283,  156*11). 
680,  2931b. 
805,  3921b. 
484,  27Ulb. 


2237,  1161  lb. 


3,  141b. 
2,  9^1b. 
5,  23ilb. 

The  following  retrospective  tables  show  the 
peculiar  fluctuations  in  sport  during  the  past  four 
seasons : — 

Salmon.        Grilse.       S.  ferox.  Trout. 
1904,  Totals    10,  119ilb.      16,  82ilb.      2.5,  981b.       2559,  1249ilb. 
,,  —  —  24,  88ilb.      2419,  1088ilb. 

1906,  „  7,  1221b.        3,  lS{lb.      21,  66iHb.      2067,  994ilb. 

1907,  ,,  8,  92}lb.         5,  23ilb.     12,56*11).     2237,  1161  lb. 

Totals,4yrs.  25,  334ilb.     24,  124ilb.    82,  309|lb.  9282,449311b. 

1904,  Total  fish  of  all  kinds  =  2610,  1549ilb.  ;  over  12icwt 

iy05,         „        „  „       =-2443,  11771b.  ;  over  10}c\vt. 

1906,  „        „  ,,       =  2098,  1201^1b.  ;  about  lOJcwt. 

1907,  „        „  ,,       =  2262,  13341b.  ;  nearly  12cwt. 

Grand  total  in  4  years    9413,  5262ilb.  ;  over  46cwt. 

The  average  weights  were  as  follows: — Salmon, 
over  lljlb.  ;  grilse,  over  41b.  lloz. ;  Salmo  ferox, 
41b.  ll§oz. ;  and  trout,  8|oz.  B. 


Ilssocittfions,  etc. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
Another  very  successful  netting  of  private  water 
near  Harefield  took  place  on  Feb.  9,  which  resulted 
in  obtaining  some  splendid  fish  for  restocking; 
altogether  over  1000  fish  have  been  transferred  to  the 
society's  water  in  these  two  nettings,  all  good  class, 
sizeable  fish.  Dace  predominated  in  the  second  net- 
ting, nearly  200  being  taken  in  one  haul,  grand  fish, 
dozens  over  ^Ib.  each,  some  up  to  fib.  These  were 
divided  between  the  Rickmansworth  and  Harefield 
sections.  Bream  up  to  5Ib.,  tench,  chub,  roach  and 
perch  were  placed  in  the  Harefield  section,  and 
about  twenty-five  pike  up  to  51b.  were  plac«d  in 
the  Uxbridge  section.  These  nettit^gs  have  been 
carried  out  by  our  own  members  with  the  assi  tanca 
of  the  bailiffs.  The  club  outing  will  take  place  on 
Feb.  16,  starting  from  the  Fisheries  Hotel,  Harefield, 
10.45.  There  has  not  been  much  fishing  by  mem- 
bers this  week.  Mr.  Worrall  had  perch  from  Hare- 
field, Mr.  Mason  dace,  best  lOoz.,  from  Pangbourne. 
— H.W.S. 

City  oi-  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
An  important  meeting  was  held  at  Mason's  Hall 
on  Tuesday,  Feb.  1 1,  Mr.  Charles  Tyerman  presiding. 
There  was  a  splendid  show  of  fish,  the  following 
catches  being  reported  :  Mr.  C.  F.  Haynes,  a  fine 
pike  of  141b.  14oz.  (sent  for  preservation);  Messrs. 
Mellersh  and  Isaacs,  jack  from  Wraysbury ;  Mr. 
Nortcott,  some  nice  chub  from  Cob  ham;  Mr. 
Merritt,  several  bream  and  roach ;  Mr.  Salisbury, 
roach ;  the  best  catch  reported,  however,  was  that 
of  Mr.  G.  C.  Grammer,  who  exhibited  two  grand 
trays  of  over  a  dozen  fine  pike — almost  all  of  61b. 
or  71b.  or  more,  best,  8Jlb.    First  steps  were  taken 


On  Wednesday,  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo  opened  a  dis- 
cussion on  angling  competitions  and  prizes ;  a 
report  will  appear  in  our  next  issue.  Mr.  C.  O. 
Minchin  occupied  the  ch'jir,  and  the  subject  was 
w^U  discussed.     The  chairn^aq   announced  that 


The  Trout  Ply  Dkessbk's  Cabinet  of  Devices,  or  How  to 
Tie  Trout  and  Gkaylino  Flies.— Can  be  had  post  free  for  2/3 
in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London.  Second  Edition.  By  H.  G. 
McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "The  liest  book  ever  written 
on  the  subject."— ^'isftin^  Gazette. 


respectmg  the  improvement  of  the  society's 
fisheries,  several  members  offering  to  con- 
tribute to  any  extra  expense  incurred  over 
and  above  any  sum  voted  by  the  society 
The  Hon.  Curator  (Mr.  J.  Hurren)  reported  attend- 
ing and  assisting  at  the  Serpentine  nettino-  on  the 
previous  night,  but  stated  that  the  result,  as  regards 
size  of  fish  taken,  was  extremely  disappointing. 
The  toast  of  "The  Successful  Angler"  (Mr. 
Grammer)  having  been  honoured,  also  that  of  the 
C.L.P.S.,  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman 
closed  the  proceedings.  The  annual  general  meet- 
ing takes  place  on  Feb.  18,  at  7  p.m.  precisely,  when 
the  report  for  1907  will  be  presented,  also  balance 
sheet  and  accounts  for  the  same  period. — Hon.  Sec. 
Clakence  Angling  Society. 
Our  meeting  on  Tuesday  last  was  well  attended 
by  members  and  friends,  and  the  business  carried 
through  with  success.  The  competition  on  Feb  2 
last  at  Shepperton  was  won  by  Mr.  C.  Rodd,  at  the 
conclusion  of  which  we  adjourned  to  the  Crown 
Hotel  to  dinner,  admirably  served  by  Host  Matthews 
All  officers  are  especially  requested  to  attend  next 
Tuesday,  when  the  arrangements  for  the  last  com- 
petition of  the  season  will  be  completed.  ^W  J 

Carter,  Hon.  Sec. 

Gbesham  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  P.  W.  S  almond  was  in  the  chair  at  the  weekly 
meetmg  on  Tuesday  last,  and  a  fair  number  of 
members  were  present.  A  report  received  from 
Kelvedon  ,was  to  the  effect  that  the  water  was  very 
bright.  Several  members  were  down  last  week-end, 
but  the  large  amount  of  ice-water  has  apparently 
put  the  fish  off  feed,  for  very  poor  bags  resulted. 
The  lower  water  at  Chesham  has  received  a  large 
share  of  attention  this  winter,  and  has  been  very 
much  improved.  The  middle  stretch  is  now  be  rg 
seen  to,  and  the  work  in  hand  will  greatly  facilitate 
fishing  on  this  stretch.  Restocking  is  finished  for  the 
present,  and  it  is  several  years  since  such  a  large 
head  of  sizeable  fish  have  been  seen.  Mr.  Saunders 
has  had  small  pike  from  Hants,  and  Mr.  Farmiloe 
some  from  the  Great  Ouse,  but  though  the  con- 
ditions apparently  were  favourable,  there  was  not 
much  doing.  Mr.  H.  Davey  Turner's  paper  on 
"Fevonshire  Fishing"  will  be  read  on  Tuesday 
next,  and  it  is  hoped  a  good  many  members  and 
visitors  will  be  present. — Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 

The  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  at  head- 
quarters on  Wednesday,  Feb.  12,  when  Mr.  P.  J. 
Jagels  occupied  the  chair.  Several  matters  of 
interest  were  discussed,  the  most  important  being 
the  netting  of  the  coarse  fish  from  the  club's  trout 
fishery.  Six  members  fishing  the  chib  water  at 
Barford  last  week-end  report  sport  quiet,  although 
the  water  is  still  in  good  condition;  a  quantity  of 
pike  were  taken  and  all  returned  to  the  water.  Mr. 
J.  Potter  had  roach  up  to  1  lb.  lOJoz.  ;  Mr.  Hersant^ 
roach  and  pike.  Our  bailiff  reports  seeing  a  fish 
which  should  turn  the  scale  considerably  above 
201b. — A.  PiERCY,  Sec,  pro  tern. 

Lychnobite  Angling  Society. 
At  an  ordinary  general  meeting  held  on  Saturday 
last  at  headquarters,  Councillor  G.  T.  Wilkes  in  the 
chair,  supported  by  Mes.srs.  G.  H.  Howard,  Swalthy, 
Skinner,  and  other  members,  it  was  decided  that  the 
next  competition  should  be  held  at  Walton-on- 
Thames  on  Saturday,  Feb.  22,  for  three  valuable 
prizes  offered  by  Messrs.  Pride,  Harvey,  and  Wallis. 
Among  other  engagements  fixed  were :  Return 
match  with  Rye  House  A.C.,  on  March  21,  to  take 
place  in  Forty  Guinea  water.  Annual  general 
meeting,  Saturday,  April  1 1  ;  annual  dinner.  May  2, 
at  Horseshoe.  Will  all  gentlemen  interested  in  the 
society  endeavour  to  support  us  on  March  21  at 
Rye  House  ?  Mr.  Ashby  has  weighed  in  a  perch  of 
lib.  12oz.— Hon.  Sec.  ■ 

Piscatorial  Society. 
Our  president,  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown,  occupied  the 
chair  on  Feb.  10,  when  some  excellent  fish  were 
shown.  Mr.  E.  J.  Walker  brought  up  four  chub 
weighing  an  ounce  short  of  201b.,  the  best  being 
51b.  lOfoz.  Mr.  F.  Ward  had  a  mixed  bag  from  the 
Kennet,  consisting  of  two  pike,  181b.  15oz.  and 
171b.  ;  five  perch,  total  weight,  51b.  11  Joz.,  the  best 
lib.  llioz. ;  and  a  roach  of  over  lib.  He  also 
reported  having  visited  some  water  in  Bucks  with 
Mr.  E.  Foreman,  when  they  had  to  break  the  ice 
before  they  could  fish,  but  did  not  get  much  sport. 
Amongst  other  reports  were  Mr.  Mosely,  a  pike  of 
121b.,  and  Mr.  Sheringham  one  of  8^1b.  from  the 
Three  Fields.  Our  president  had  found,  as  he 
thought,  everything  favourable  for  grayling,  but 
had  no  success  with  them.  Mr.  Fletcher  reported 
the  roach  off  feed  in  the  Thames,  the  water  being 
very  cold  and  a  bad  colour.  I  trust  members  will 
muster  in  goodly  numbers  at  the  House  Dinner  on 
Feb.  24,  when  Mr.  Bywaters  will  read  a  paper  on 
our  Newbury  Fishery, — Hon.  Sec. 
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Stocktaking  and 
General  Clearance 


MURTON'S 

NOW  ON  SALE 

YOU  CAN  NOW  SECURE  BARGAINS   OF  HIGH-CLASS 

Fishingf  Rods  and  Tackle 

BEING  30  TO  50  AND  75  PER  CENT.  BELOW  USUAL  PRICES, 


TROUT  FLY  RODS  in  3  joints, 
greenheart,  balanced  handle,  bronzed 
fittings,  button,  snake  rings,  brazed  and 
tenoned,  in  partition  cover,  9  ft.  and  10  ft. , 
5/6  ;  11  ft.,  6/6  ;  12  ft.,  7/6.  Superior, 

2  tops,  double  brazed,  9  ft.,  8/6  ;  10  ft., 
9/6 ;  11  ft.,  10/6 ;  12  ft.,  11/6.  Well 
made  and  a  marvel  for  the  money. 

TROUT  RODS,  2  joints,  all  green- 
heart,  balanced  handle,  2  tops,  double 
brazed,  in  partition  bag,  8,  8§  or  9  ft , 
10/6  ;  9J,  10,  or  lOJ  ft.,  11/6  ;  11, 11|  or 

12  ft.,  13/6.  As  above,  one  top,  single 
brazed,  partition  bag,  8,  8|,  9,  9J  or  10  ft., 
9/-  ;  lOJ,  11,  llj  or  12  ft.,  10/6.  Those 
who  v?ant  a  good  serviceable  Rod  at  a 
low  price,  this  will  be  found  all  that  can 
be  desired  ;  action  and  finish  perfect. 

SALMON  AND  GRILSE  RODS,  ^ 

3  joints,  all  greenheart,  1  top,  bronzed 
fittings,  partition  bag,  13  ft.,  8/6  ;  14  ft  , 
9/6 ;  15  ft.,  10/6  ;  16  ft.,  12/6  ;  17  ft., 
15/6  ;  18  ft.,  18/6  ;  good  balance  and 
superior  finish. 

OUR  SPECIAL,  all  greenheart,  3 
joints,  2  tops,  double  brazed,  bronze 
fittings,  in  partition  cover  complete, 

13  ft.,  12/6 ;  14  ft.,  14/6  ;  15  ft.,  16/6 ;  16  ft.,  20/- 
well  built  and  displaying  great  power. 


17  ft.,  25/-;  18  ft.,  30/-; 


SPECIAL  BARGAINS, 


BUILT  CANE,  our  own  speciality,  well  whipped,  serrated  ferrules,  suction 
joints,  cork  grip,  2  tops,  10  ft.,  22/6 ;  11  ft.,  23/6  ;  12  ft.,  25/- :  weU  worth  your 
notice.  All  greenheart,  3  piece,  cork  grip,  balanced  handle,  snake  rings,  button, 
partition  cover,  10  ft.,  8/6;  11  ft.,  9/6;  12  ft.,  10/6;  a  wonderful  Rod  for  the  money. 

PIKE  AND  SEA  RODS,  stout  E.I.  cane,  4  joints,  full  length,  16  ft.;  3 
tops,  can  be  altered  to  9  ft.  or  12  ft.,  15/6  for  10/6,  the  same  12  ft.,  1  top,  3  pieces, 
8/6  for  6/-.  Balanced  handle,  greenheart,  universal  bronzed  fittings;  porcelain 
end  ring,  10/6  for  7/6  ;  very  serviceable  Rods. 

BASKETS  AND  CREELS,  best  French.     No.  1,  2/6;   No.  2,  3/-; 

No.  3,  4/- ;  No.  4,  4/6 ;  No.  5,  5/6. 

SHOULDER  STRAPS,  9d.,  1/ ,  1/6,  and 
2/-. 

FISHING  BAGS.— Trout,  in  Mole,  Cambric, 
or  Twill.  Usual  prices,  5/-  to  14/-.  To  clear, 
from  3/-  to  10/-. 

SALMON  BAGS,  in  stout 
Twill  and  Canvas,  usual  prices, 
10/6  to  20/-.  To  clear  from  8/- 
to  14/-. 

REELS,  superior  bronzed,  revolving  plate  and  check,  2  in., 
3/- ;  2i  in.,  3/6 ;  2J  in.,  4/- ;  3  in.,  4/6 ;  3J  in.,  6/6 ;  4  in.,  7/6 ; 
4^  in.,  8/6.  Superior  bronzed,  gun-metal  plates,  steel  wheel, 
2  in.,  7/6;  2Jin.,  9/-;  2*  in.,  10/-;  3  in.,  12/-;  3*  in.,  13/-; 
4  in.,  14/-;  4^  in.,  17/6. 


FLY  BOOKS  AND  TACKLE  CASES.  Pigskin 
Fly  Books,  6,  6J,  and  7  in.,  2  felt  leaves,  10  parchment 
leaves,  for  flies  and  casts,  &c.    Usual  price,  8/6  for  5/6. 

Seven  Salmon  Pigskin  Cast  Cases,  six  chamois  lined 
envelope  pockets,  9/6  for  7/-. 

Eyed  Fly  and  Cast  Cases,  7/6  for  5/6. 

Fourteen  Salmon  Fly  Boxes,  G.S.  clips,  for  40  flies,  7/6 
for  5/-. 

Pigskin  mounted   Cast   Case,  six   transparent  xylonite 
pockets,  7/6  for  5/6.    Positive  bargains. 

FISHING  JACKETS,  35  in.  long,  24  black  proof,  light 
weight,  durable,  14/6  for  8/6.  Eighteen  best  quality,  loop 
up  to  27  in.  for  deep  wading,  inner  cuffs,  19/6  for  12/6. 

Twenty-two  Cashmeres,  fawn  and  blue,  25/-  for  16/6. 

Fifteen  Fancy  Tweeds,  25/-  for  16/6. 

Twenty-eight  Pancy-_Tweed3,  ventilated  across  back,  30/-  for  18/6. 

OUR  TYNESIDE  BROGUE,  27/6 
for  20/-.  Very  special  value,  as  sketch. 
Canvas  and  chrome  uppers,  solid  leather 
soles,  washered  hobbs,  21/-  for  16/6. 

All  chrome  leather  uppers,  leather  soles, 
washered  hobbs,  20/-  for  15/6. 

Do.         Do.     Shoes,  17/6  for  14/6. 

BROGUES,  aU  rubber,  12/6;  leather 
soles,  16/6. 


SHOES,  aU  rubber,  10/6;  leather  soles, 
13/6. 

THE  FEATHERWEIGHT  FORK 
NET,  complete,  with  handle,  5/-  for  3/6. 


16  Complete  LANDING  NETS, 

7/6  for  6/6. 


with  belt  spring,  small,  6/6  for  5/6; 


OUR  FAMED  FISHING  STOCKINGS, 

17/6  to  21/-,  during  sale  only,  13/6. 

OUR    FAMED     FISHING  TROUSERS, 

usual  price  30/-  and  40/-Jor  22/6. 

All  goods  new  and  fresh  and  guaranteed  perfect. 

SUPERIOR  WATERPROOF  SILK  LINES. 
Salmon,  fine  or  medium,  8/-  for  2/3;  heavy,  3/9 

for  2/9,  per  score,  in  lengths,  40,  60, 

yards. 

Trout,  1/6  for  1/1 ;  medium,  2/-  for  1/6 ;  heavy,  2/6 
for  1/9,  per  score,  in  lengths,  20,  30,  40,  and  60 
yards. 

RUBBER   KNEE  BOOTS. 

Wellingtons,  usual  price,  21/-  for  15/6. 

Napoleons,  usual  price,  22/6  for  15/6. 

Fishermen's  Long  Thigh  Boots,  usual  price, 
30/-  and  35/-  for  20/-. 

Ladies'  Knee  Pishing  Boots,  all  rubber,  usual 
price,  16/6  for  7/6  and  8/6  ;  with  felt  or 
leather  soles,  6/6  extra. 


in  sateen,  fustian,  and  twill, 


GENUINE  REDUCTIONS!! 


SEND  FOR  CATALOGUE  ! ! 


Cheques  a^rxd  Poststl  Ox*dei*s  ma.de  i>ayal>le  to — 

HENRY  A.  MDRTON,  mmM&^  Resort.  KEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE 
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Jottings  by  the  Way. 


For  Nature's  charms,  the  hills  and  woods, 
The  sweeping  vales,  and  foaming  floods, 

Are  free  alike  to  all. — 
In  days  when  daisies  deck  the  sod. 

And  blackbirds  whistle  clear, 
Wi'  honest  joy  our  hearts  will  bound 

To  greet  the  coming  year. 

 BtTRNS. 


Death  of  Mr.  R.  Rundell. 

Last  week  I  referred  to  the  sudden  death  of  a 
famous  London  angler,  who  was  for  many  years  a 
member  of  theBostonian  A.S.  I  am  asked  to  make 
a  slight  correction  in  that  notice.  It  appears  that 
deceased's  name  was  Rundell  (not  Randall ),  and  that 
Mr.  BoufHer  is  not  the  hon.  sec,  but  my  old  and 
esteemed  friend  Mr.  Joe  Jennings.  Mr.  J.  Aruatt, 
the  hon.  treasurer,  sends  these  particulars  and  also 
a  cutting  from  the  >S<  Pancras  Gazette,  from  which 
I  cull  the  following: — "A  singularly  interesting 
fact  in  connection  with  the  late  Mr.  Rundell  is  that 
when  his  firm,  Messrs.  Wliitehorn  and  Sons,  Feather- 
stone  Buildings,  Holborn,  was  entrusted  with  the 
manufacture  of  His  Majesty  King  Edward's 
crown,  Mr.  Rundell,  who  was  a  beautiful  and  expert 
craftsman,  had  the  honour  of  carrying  tlirough  this 
historic  commission." 


More  Pike — from  Where  ? 
Mb.  F.  Williams,  of  Great  Queen- street,  tells 
me  that  Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm  has  had  a  good  da.y 
among  the  pike  (two  dozen),  three  largest  15 Jib., 
141b.,  and  141b.  Mr.  G.  0.  Grammer  also  had  a 
good  haul  (over  701b.),  best  fish,  8 Jib.,  the  remainder 
averaging  6Jlb.  My  informant  does  riot  say  where 
they  were  captured. 


A  Point  of  View. 

The  ladder  of  fame  is  the  treadmill. 
And  the  treadmill's  the  ladder  of  fame. 

And  you'll  find  when  you  pop 

To  the  very  tip- top 
That  the  candle's  worth  more  than  the  game. 

— Pictorial  Comedy. 


At  the  Flood. 

Heaedstg  of  a  rising  river  at  the  headwaters  of 
the  Euphrates,  with  a  falling  barometer  and  indica- 
tion of  a  flood  in  the  valley,  the  Pithecanthropus 
changed  his  mind  and  frankly  admitted  it  to  Noah. 
His  manner  was  that  of  a  chastened  and  softened 
person.  "  You  monkeyed  too  long,"  said  the  Patri- 
arch. "We  gave  you  a  chance  to  come  in  with  us, 
and  you  wouldn't  take  it.  Now  we  have  arranged 
--for  all  the  stock  we  care  about  trying  to  float." 
The  general  liquidation  which  followed  had  the 
usual  effect  upon  all  but  the  insiders.— PmcA:. 


"  Very  like  a  Whale  !  " 

Last  week  I  gave  an  account  of  a  whale  (said  to 
be  140ft.  in  length),  after  attacking  a  steamship, 
floating  about  in  the  English  Channel  off  the  coast 
of  Cornwall,  and  constituting  a  serious  danger  to 
na^^gation.  I  thought  perhaps  Mr.  William 
Hearder  might  throw  some  light  on  the  authenticity 
of  the  story.  He  has  done  so,  and  encloses  two 
illustrations  from  two  different  papers,  which 
shows  that  the  whale  yarn  is  not  a  fisherman's 
yarn,  although  the  140ft.  have  dropped  to  70ft.  ! 

*  *  *  * 

This  is  from  the  Illustrated  Western  Weekly  News  : 
"  A  whale,  over  70rt.  long,  was  cast  ashore  at  a 
cove  a  little  south  of  Hartland  Lighthouse.  The 
tail  measured  over  12ft.  from  tip  to  tip  of  the 
flukes.  Hundreds  of  persons  visited  the  scene.  It 
is  thought  to  be  the  same  animal  which  so  rashly 
charged  the  Fuerst  Bismark  off  Conmna.  The 
trouble  of  the  authorities  now  is  how  to  dispose  of 
it.  They  cannot  bury  it  where  it  lies  among  the 
rocks,  and  they  cannot  remove  it  inland  as  the  cliff  s 
all  around  are  from  20Gft.  to  300ft.  high.  They 
cannot  return  it  to  the  sea,  where  it  would  be,  as  it 
has  already  been,  a  danger  to  navigation.  The 
question,  '  What  is  to  be  done  with  it  ? '  yet 
remains  to  be  settled." 

*  *  *  •+ 

No  doubt  the  "question,"  like  the  whale,  is 
"settled"  by  this  time,  as  Cornishmen  are  not 
given  to  blubbering  over  a  whale.  Mr.  Hearder 
says  that  "  whales  soon  fill  out  with  gas  from  the 
decomposing  matter  inside  after  death,  and  this 
would  account  for  its  extreme  height  out  of"  the 
water." 


Pike  Brains— and  Others. 

At  the  School  of  the  Humanities,  Mall  Hall, 
Kensington,  on  Monda}'  evening.  Dr.  Bernard 
Hollander,  lecturing  upon  "  The  Mental  Functions 
of  the  Brain,"  related  the  result  of  an  experiment 
showing  how  slowly  the  brain  gets  rid  of  ideas 
when  once  fhey  have  taken  root,  thus  accoimting 
for  the  persistence  with  which  some  people  cling 
to  antiquated  notions  and  habits.  A  pike  in  a 
tank  repeatedly  dashed  its  nose  agahist  a  glass 
partition  in  its  fruitless  endeavours  to  catch  min- 
nows confined  on  the  other  side.  At  the  end  of 
three  months  the  pike,  having  learned  that  its  efforts 
were  of  no  use,  ceased  to  continue  them.  The 
shpet  of  glass  was  then  removed,  but  thenon-  firmly- 
established  association  of  ideas  never  seemed  to  have 
become  dise  tablished,  for  the  pike  never  afterwards 
attacked  the  minnows,  though  it  fed  voraciously  on 
all  other  kinds  of  fish.  Thus  a  pike  resembled  many 
respectable  members  of  a '  higher  community,  who 
spent  one-half  of  their  lives  in  assimilating  the 
obsolete  ideas  of  their  forefathers,  and  through  the 
other  half  stuck  to  those  ideas  as  the  only  possible 
triTths.  They  could  never  learn  when  the  hand  of 
science  had  removed  a  glass  partition.  [Although 
the  hand  of  science  has  "  removed  a  glass  partition," 
I  am  afraid  the  pike  would  very  soon  start  "  assimi- 
lating "the  poor  minnows  !  I  can  give  a  pike  credit 
for  having  sufficient  brains  for  that.] 


Me.  a.  L.  Woode,  a  member  of  the  Penge  Angling 
Societ3',  had  a  fine  catch  of  chub  from  Pangbourne 
on  Feb.  9 — eleven  fish,  weighing  30lb.  He  fished 
from  a  boat,  catching  and  landing  the  fish  himself. 
The  largest  weighed  41b.  3oz.,  and  two  others 
31b.  lljoz.  and  31b.  9oz.  respectively.  [Goode, 
Mr.  Woode !  j 


The  Banks  of  I.O.U. 

The  summer  day's  passing  away. 
And  in  the  stream  the  fishes  play 
Where  wave  the  reeds  along  the  gay 
Banks  of  the  LO.U. 

'Tis  here  I'd  leave  this  waywa-'d  world, 
With  debts  unpaid  and  lies  untold. 
Unto  oblivion's  ending  whirled 

Far  from  the  I.O.U. 
And  unto  serene  skies  look  up. 
Whence  no  rude  inte.ruptions  drop 
Upon  me  una  u  ares  and  stop 

Beside  the  I.O.U. 
Tho'  there  are  leaps  made  into  space. 
And  wagers  won  by  knavish  ace, 
And  long-lo.-t  love  its  way  may  trace 

Unto  the  I.O.U. 
Yet  cares  are  drowned  and  sorrows  o'er. 
As  even  are  on  Lethe's  shore. 
And  the  sun  sinks  in  gleams  galore 

Upon  the  I.O.U. 


A  Good  Thames  Barbel. 

A  NICE  barbel  was  captured  on  Saturday  last, 
Feb.  8,  by  Mr.  H.  Childs,  of  Hampton.  It  was  taken 
with  a  shrimp,  bank-fishing.  Its  length  was  28in., 
girth  16in.,  weight  71b.  12oz.,  and  gave  good  sport 
for  nearly  twenty  minutes  on  fine  tackle. 


Me.  Fbank  Robeetson,  a  member  of  the  Clapton 
Fly-fishers  and  General  Angling  Society,  got  among 
the  pike  on  Thursday,  Feb.  6,  down  Ely  way.  He 
weighed  in  four  fish,  totalling  391b.  12oz. :  131b. 
lOoz.,  121b.  3oz.,  91b.  loz.,  and  41b.  14oz.  Mr.  L. 
Childs,  on  Feb.  9,  at  Hoddesdon,  landed  a  91b.  pike 
in  good  condition. 


Overheard  at  the  Club. 

FiEST  Anglee  :  "  I  went  fishing  last  Saturday." 
Second  angler:  "Where  did  you  go?"  First 
angler:  "Twickenham."  Second  angler:  "Catch 
anything?"  First  angler :  "Oh,  yes.  I  caught  a 
train  going  down  and  a  large  tramcar  on  the  way 
back." — Bulletin  Suisse  (slightly  altered). 


New  Zealand  Trout. 

Mr.  Fred.  Geeenwell,  a  correspondent,  writes: 
"I  see  in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette  some  mention 
of  New  Zealand  trout.  I  have  just  received  this 
newspaper  cutting  from  my  brother,  who  is  in  N«w 
Zealand  (one  of  your  readers),  and  thought  it  might 
be  of  interest  to  you.  The  seven-inch  limit  does  not 
seem  to  be  required  in  New  Zealand."  This  is  the 
cutting:  "  Local  anglers  have  been  most  successful 
during  the  last  few  days,  and  good  catclies  have 
been  reported,  Mr.  Greenwell,  of  "  Herrington," 
Raetihi,  showed  us  a  fine  trout,  weighing  61b.,  and 
this  is  the  third  large  fish  he  has  landed  during  the 
last  day  or  so,  others  scaling  4Jlb.  and  5Jlb. 
respectively." 


More  about  Rats. 
Not  long  ago,  I  mentioned  cases  of  water  rats 
attacking  and  carrying  off  live  fish.  The  Deutsche 
Tages-Zeitung  now  records  a  somewhat  curious 
instance  in  which  the  fish  returned  the  compliment. 
In  October  last  a  21b.  trout,  with  a  remarkable 
swelling  in  the  region  of  its  "  little  Mary,"  was 
caught  in  a  net.  It  was  killed  and  opened,  in  order 
to  discover  the  cause  of  this  apparent  deformity, 
and  was  found  to  contain  the  body  of  a  full-grown 
rat  weighing  about  half  a  pound.  The  rat  had 
evidently  been  caught  alive  and  swallowed  a  short 
time  before  the  trout  was  caught.  It  is  well  known 
that  pike  often  eat  water  rats,  and,  for  this  reason, 
the  tip  of  a  brown  calf's  tale  is  a  favourite  spinning 
bait  in  manj'  Irish  waters.  But  a  half-poimd  rat 
seem=;  a  very  large  morsel  for  a  21b.  trout. 


The  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  have  just 
issued  a  very  handy  and  concise  booklet  giving  a 
complete  list  of  principal  horse  and  cattle  fairs, 
racing  and  cricket  fixtures,  etc.  It  contains  also 
thirty  pages  of  interesting  paiticulais  of  fishing 
on  the  broads  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  and  a  mass 
of  angling  information  as  to  the  rivers  of  the 
districts  served  by  the  Great  Eastern  Railway. 
It  can  be  obtained  gratis  and  po^t  free  upon 
application  to  Mr.  R.  P.  Ellis,  Superintendent  of 
the  Line,  Liverpool  Street  Station,  E.G. 


Generous. 

Me.  Meane  :  "I  have  nothing  but  praise  for  the 
new  minister."  Mr.  Goode:  "So  I  noticed  when 
the  plate  came  around." — Philadelphia  Inquirer. 

Staff  Dinner  of  Messrs.  Wm.  Dawson 
and  Sons,  Ltd. 

Nearly  seventy  members  of  the  above  well- 
known  firm  of  export  booksellers,  newsvendor.^, 
stationers,  Indian  and  general  Colonial  agents,  sat 
down  to  a  splendid  repast  at  Tiffin's  Restaurant  on 
Monday  evening,  Feb.  10.  The  occasion  was  the 
"annual  dinner" — I  might  say,  the  centenary 
dinner  (for  the  firm  was  founded  in  1809).  The 
chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  L.  E.  Guy  Abney  (one  of 
the  managing  directors),  supported  by  two  of  the 
other  directors,  Mr.  R.  Bickersieth  and  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston. 

The  dinner  was  excellently  served,  and  the  com- 
mittee, Messrs.  Cribb,  Malins,  Smith,  and  Watts, 
as  also  Mr.  Bake,  who  acted  as  M.C.,  deserved  the 
thanks  accorded  them  for  their  exertions.  After 
the  dinner  some  recitations  and  songs  (humorous 
and  otherwise)  were  render^^d,  and  the  famous 
Ariel  Quartette  kindly  gave  us  a  taste  of  their 
skill,  which,  needless  to  say,  was  thoroughly 
appreciated. 

The  toasts  were  few  and  commendably  brief,  the 
practical  chairman,  who  is  a  noted  cricketer  and 
footballer,  kicking  off  with  "  The  King,"  in  two 
words.  We  all  knew  the  rest,  and  the  response  was 
in  three  words,  "God  bless  him."  The  next  toast 
was  "The  Fjrm,"  ably  responded  to  by  Mr.  R. 
Biokersteth  and  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston. 

*  *  *  * 

A  pleasant  note  was  struck  when  Mr.  Rogers,  who 
has  been  connected  with  the  firm  for  over  fi.ty 
years  of  its  existence,  gave  some  very  interesting 
details  as  to  how  the  business  was  carried  on  half  a 
century  ago  and  at  the  present  time.  "  Au'd  Lang 
Syne  "  brought  a  very  pleasant  evening  to  a  close. 


Netting  the  Serpentine. 

At  eleven  o'clock  of  the  night,  arrayed  in  purple 
and  fine  linen,  one  would  think  that  "  Home,  Sweet 
Home  "  would  follow  "  Auld  Lang  Syne,"  but  duty 
called  me  (or  was  it  curiosity  ?)  to  Hyde  Park.  In 
company  with  a  brother  conspirator  I  hied  me  to 
tlie  Serpentine  to  assist  in  the  netting  of  fish  to 
be  placed  in  the  Thames  and  Lea.  On  p  118  will 
be  found  an  account  of  the  operations,  and  I 
am  truly  sorry  that  there  were  not  enough  fish  for 
the  two  rivers.  However,  the  greatest  praise  is 
due  to  Mr.  J.  A.  Chisholme,  chairman  of  the 
T.A.P.S.,  Mr.  Eyre,  secretary,  and  all  who 
worked  so  hard  in  the  cause  of  preservation. 
*  *  *  » 

The  night  was  cold,  so  I  borrowed  a  warm  coat 
from  one  of  the  Humane  Society's  boatmen,  and 
Mr.  Harry  Willing  found  me  a  pair  of  waders  (a 
trifle  too  large  for  me) ;  but  Mr.  Barber's  flask  and 
soma  hot  coi.ee  seemed  to  make  me  forget  the  cold 
— and  the  time.  When  my  "  taxi  "  dropped  me  at 
Islington  about  five  o'clock,  the  dog  allowed  me 
to  pass,  as  he  recognised  the  voice  if  not  the  rig. 
And  I  could  tell  you  something  that  was  said  when 
I  got  my  waders  off,  but  I  refrain.  I  simply 
answered  that  I  had  been  using  my  Dragnet. 
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Pfovifteial  flngliftg  Hotes. 

\To  guarantee  insertion,  coj}]/  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post. 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

•    In  my  notes  some  weeks  ago  I  referred  to  the  Con- 
ference held  at  Worcester  concerning  the  new  Severn 
Fishery  Bye  Laws  and  the  shilling  rod  tax,  which 
the  Midland  anglers  seemed  to  approve  of,  and  that 
we  had  arrived  at  a  period  when  we  were  about  to 
come  to  some  kind  of  an  understanding  with  the 
Board  for  our  common  welfare,  and  that  the 
"  hatchet "  of  contention  on  this  point  was  buried 
for  a  time,  but,  alas !  I  am  sorry  to  state  that  it  has 
been  dug  up  again  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Willis  Bund,  the 
chairman  of  the  S.F.B.,  who  in  the  annual  report 
lias  gone  so  far  as  to  say  that  the  river  i?  being 
ruined  by  men  and  boys  taking  out  thousands  of 
undersized  fish,   and    that  "  some  Birmingham 
anglers  are  gross  offenders  in  this  way."  This 
statement  has  not  been  allowed  to  pass  unchal- 
lenged, as  we  take  it  as  a  great  injustice,  and  to  a 
certain  extent  as  a  libel  upon  our  rules.    And  I 
am  pleased  to  say  that  the  committee  of  the 
B.D.U.A.A.    and    other   associations  are  taking 
the   matter  up  very  warmly,  and    on   Feb.  6 
a  very  strong  resolution  was  passed,  referring  to  the 
unjustifiable  attack  made  upon  us  by  Mr.  Bund,  and 
this  gentleman  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board 
will  be  called  upon  to  qualify  his  remarks,  and  to 
give  an  answer  to  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  unanimously  passed  by  our  Birmingham  com- 
mittee.   Copy  of  resolution  : — "That  in  the  opinion 
of  this  committee  the  passage  in  Mr.  Willis  Bund's 
report  of  the  Severn  Board  ot  Conservators,  in  which 
he  accuses  the  Birmingham  anglers  of  being  the 
greatest  offenders  in  killing  down  immature  fish,  is 
unjust  and  imtrue,  and  the  fact  that  this  accusation 
was  made  at  a  time  when  efforts  were  being  put  for- 
ward to  bring  into  closer  relationship  the  Board  and 
the  coarse-fish  angler,  calls  for  general  condemna- 
tion."   A  copy  of  th  is  resolution  has  been  forwarded 
to  the  clerk  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board,  and  the 
result  will  be  looked  forward  to  at  their  next  meet- 
ing.   All  our  rivers  are  now  in  grand  condition 
owing  to  the  spring-like  weather  that  we  have  been 
having  these  last  few  days.    Some  good  sport  has 
been  had  on  our  rivers.    Some  good  catches  of  pike 
have  been  had  from  the  upper  portions  of  the  Avon, 
but  they  are  beginning  to  show  evidences  of  spawn. 
Roach,  dace,  and  bream  have  been  taken  from  the 
river,  and  some  very  good  chub  have  been  taken 
from  the  Severn.    Trout  fishing  on  the  Trent  has 
commenced,  but  little,  .=0  far,  has  been  done.  Good 
sport  has  been  had  on  the  Teme  at  Ludlow  with  the 
grayling  and  dace. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  fine  weather  has  induced  a  large  number  of 
rods  to  vjsit  the  Fen  watercourses  during  the  past 
week  or  ten  days.  Roach  fishermen,  I  fear,  ha\'e 
not  been  particularly  well  rewarded,  as  the  condi- 
tion of  the  waters  just  now  is  rather  against  the 
successful  prosecution  of  this  branch  of  sport.  On 
the  other  hand,  trolling  has  been  pursued  with 
gratifying  results.  The  lower  reaches  of  the  Witham 
have  yielded  very  well,  and  with  an  absence  of 
colour  in  the  water,  esox  should  furnish  anglers  with 
further  success.  Spinning  has  now  and  again 
accounted  for  sundry  fish,  but  for  the  capture  of 
specimens  a  not  over  large  dace,  fished  about  a  foot 
from  the  bottom  in  mid-stream,  appears  to  be  the 
more  reliable  method.  In  the  vicinity  of  Chapel 
Hill  several  pike  have  succumbed  to  the  artificial 
bait,  and  although  a  few  good  ones  have  been  killed, 
I  have  not  heard  of  any  exceeding  last  week's 
champion — a  14-pounder.  The  South  Forty-foot  is 
yielding  best  along  its  middle  reaches.  Quite  a 
number  of  fish  going  from  31b.  to  61b.  have  rewarded 
the  few  rods  pursuing  the  live-bait  process.  Below 
Helpringham  Fen,  too,  some  tidy  pike  have  been 
accounted  for,  including  one  which  turned  the  scale 
at  94-lb.  A  few  nice  lots  of  roach  have  been  taken 
from  the  Glen  at  Surfleet,  but,  generally  speaking, 
this  branch  of  sport,  just  now,  is  very  poor. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Trout  angling  will  commence  in  this  district  on 
the  River  Bela  and  its  tributaries,  Hutton,  Stainton, 
and  Lupton  Becks,  on  Feb.  16,  and  in  the  rest  of 
the  district,  including  Windermere,  on  March  4, 
with  the  exception  of  the  River  Duddon,  which  falh 
on  April  1.  We  have  had  a  capital  spawning  time, 
but  1  am  sorry  to  have  to  report  heavy  floods 
towards  the  middle  of  December,  which  destroyed 
a  large  number  of  redds.  Excepting  this  drawback, 
everything  has  been,  and  is,  most  promising.  We 
have  had  practically  no  snow,  and  the  weather  has 
now  for  some  few  days  past  been  very  mild,  so 
much  80  that  the  big  spring  files  have  hatched  out 


about  midday  in  considerable  quantities  on  the 
lower  parts  of  the  streams.  Good  flies  for  stream 
fishing  for  these  parts  in  the  early  spring  are  aa 
follows: — Light  Snipe,  yellow  body;  Dark  Snipe, 
jvith  orange  or  dirty  yellow  body ;  Waterhen, 
purple  body ;  and  Partridge,  orange  body.  The 
licence  to  kill  trout  in  the  streams  runs  to  23.  Cd., 
and  on  Windermere,  58.  Trout  are  already  on  the 
shallows,  and  a  slight  rise  has  been  noticeable. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Longsight  Anglers'  Association  have  done 
wisely  in  asking  the  members  not  to  fish  until 
March  1.  Such  is  the  demand  for  membership  that 
a  drastic  rule  has  been  passed  '•  to  remove  all  those 
who  are  not  clear  on  the  books  at  the  next  meeting 
from  the  roll  call."  It  is  pleasing  to  learn  that  the 
Great  Northern  Railway  Co.  are  offering  special 
terms  to  anglers  wishing  to  enjoy  the  fishing  in 
Norfolk.  The  official  announcement  will  be  awaited 
with  interest.  From  all  over  this  cotmty  the  re- 
ports of  the  condition  of  trout  are  not  likely  to 
tempt  many  rods  out. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Ellesmere  Angling  Society,  Hulme,  have  just 
celebrated  their  thirty-seventh  anniversary.  This 
club  has  had  a  long  and  honourable  career.  The 
"Thirty"  Club  are  just  completing  their  stocking 
programme  with  a  consignment  of  1200  good  fish. 
Two  of  the  members  last  week  killed  eleven  pike 
averaging  61b.  The  "  Twenty  "  Club  members  are 
looking  forward  to  a  good  time  in  the  coming  trout 
season.  The  "Twelve"  Club  are  still  enjoying  a 
harmonious  existence.  The  winter  season  so  far 
has  been  remarkable  for  the  scarcity  of  lectures  and 
papers  on  our  sport. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  has  been  more  settled  during  the 
last  few  days,  and  in  the  absence  of  rain  the  Trent 
has  receded  to  an  exceptionally  low  level.  The 
water  is  extremely  fine,  thus  necessitating  the  use 
of  the  lightest  tackle.  Phenomenal  takes  of  roach, 
chub,  and  dace  have  been  eflected  on  the  East 
Stoke  stretch  by  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis  and  Mr.  J. 
Bailey.  The  former  also  hooked  and  landed  a 
barbel  of  about  51b.  The  fish  took  a  brandling 
worm,  and  was  for  the  time  of  year  in  fair  con- 
dition. Last  Saturday,  on  the  same  length,  Mr. 
W.  Page  and  Mr.  E.  H.  Birks  had  fully  501b.  of 
chub  and  roach ;  whilst  capital  bags  have  been 
made  by  Mr.  F.  Gamble  and  your  correspondent. 
Two  or  three  trout  have  been  creeled  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Greet.  Mr.  B.  Smith  has  taken 
eleven  pike  in  two  outings  at  Shardlow  {Clubley's 
Eve),  best,  8^-lb.,  and  one  of  14Jlb.  has  been 
secured  in  Crowder's  Eve  by  Mr.  White,  of  the 
Pride  of  Derby  Club.  Mr.  H.  Briggs  has  again 
been  to  the  fore  amongst  chub,  with  paste,  on  the 
lower  Wilford  waters ;  and  on  Feb.  9  he  caught, 
with  the  same  kind  of  bait,  an  eel.  Eels  rarely  take' 
paste,  especially  in  winter.  The  City  Piscatorials 
fished  a  match  at  Barton  on  Feb.  6,  but  only  two  of 
the  competitors  succeeded  in  securing  f5sh.  These 
were  Messrs.  C.  Eaves  and  J.  Truman.  Plenty 
of  big  roach  have  come  from  the  Farndon  district, 
and  these  handsome  fish  are  now  in  the  pink  of 
condition. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  some  fine  open  weather  since 
niy  last  notes,  and  the  rivers  are  in  capital  con- 
dition and  a  nice  level.  Several  rods  have  been 
out,  and  sport  very  fair  all  round.  Pike  fishing 
has  much  improved,  and  some  good-sized  fish  have 
been  taken  in  all  three  of  the  rivers — Severn,  Teme, 
and  Avon— and  rare  sport  in  private  water.  The 
frosty  nights  were  favoiu-able  for  grayling  fishing, 
and  some  of  our  sportsmen  were  after  them  and 
caught  a  nice  lot  with  the  maggot,  but  the  small 
trout  were  very  troublesome,  ipany  were  caught 
and  returned  to  the  water  again.  Some  very  nice 
dace  were  caught  with  the  grayling  in  the  Teme. 
Fine  baskets  of  chub  and  roach  have  been  caught 
in  the  Severn,  and  a  splendid  lot  of  fine  flounders 
with  the  red  worm,  many  over  ^Ib.  each,  and 
one  was  taken  in  Webb's  salmon  net  considerably 
over  1  lb.  A  fine  lot  of  salmon  have  been  caught 
during  the  week.  One  of  the  nets  on  Feb.  1 1  had 
two  fine  fish  in  one  haul.  Angling  prospects  for  the 
coming  week  are  very  favourable. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Whi'st  the  boisterous  winds  and  heavy  showers 
continued,  it  was  of  little  use  to  follow  up  grayling 
fishing,  but  the  quieter  conditions  prevalent  lately 
were  conducive  to  successful  and  enjoyable  sport. 
The  Wharfe  and  several  other  rivers  were  iri 
excellent  trim  at  the  week-end,  and  the  middle  of 
this  week  brought  reports  from  different  quarters 
that  braces  of  nice  grayling  had  been  taken.  Chub 


shares  with  grayling  the  preference  for  cold  snaps, 
which,  on  the  other  hand,  may  be  disastrous  to 
roach  fishing.  Of  the  latter,  a  few  good  lots  have 
been  brought  to  grass.  Pike  fishing  still  engages 
attention ;  dace  and  chub  have  also  been  well  on 
the  feed. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  very  mild  since  last  notes, 
and  sport  of  a  fair  or  average  description  among 
salmon  on  the  principal  rivers  where  angling  opened 
on  the  Ist  inst.  Lake  fishing,  however,  has  not 
been  productive  of  the  anticipated  results.  Pollack 
fishing  has  commenced  rather  earlier  than  usual 
at  several  stations  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  and  good 
sport  has  been  the  rule.  At  the  Cork  City  Police 
Court,  on  the  7th  inst.,  Mr.  E.  J.  Brennan  made 
application  for  an  order  to  have  two  illegaf  fishing 
nets  destroyed.  The  chairman  (Mr.  Starkie,  K.M.) 
said  this  fishing  was  an  Irish  industry,  and  the 
people  trying  to  destroy  it  were  the  Irish  people 
themselves.  The  Court  granted  the  order  applied 
for.  Spillering  has  commenced  at  Portmagee  and 
Valentia,  and  big  numbers  of  large-sized  haddocks 
and  ling  were  had  at  both  places  during  the  past 
week. 

COBK. 

From  the  annual  report  of  the  Cork  Board  of 
Conservators  it  appeared  that  the  receipts  of  the 
Board  for  the  year  1907  amounted  to  £831  .5s.  lOd., 
and  the  expenditure  to  £774  15s.  2d.  In  the  same 
period  eleven  prosecutions  for  breaches  of  the 
fishery  laws  had  been  instituted — twenty  persons 
were  charged,  and  sixteen  convictions  obtained, 
and  sixty-four  illegal  nets  were  seized.  Mr.  Haynes 
drew  attention  to  the  poaching  at  St.  Patrick's 
Bridge,  past  which  it  was  almost  impossible  for  a 
fish  to  get,  he  said.  The  assistant  inspector  said 
that  a  patrol  had  been  placed  at  that  point. 

Limerick. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Limerick  Board  of  Con- 
servators last  week,  the  chairman  (Captain  S.  C. 
Vansittart,  J.P.)  said  the  practice  of  the  Lords 
Justices  in  reducing  the  fines  imposed  by  the 
magistrates  for  illegal  fishing  was  again  begirming 
to  show  itself,  and  he  thought  the  board  shoidd 
make  a  strong  representation  on  that  subject.  Mr. 
W.  M.  McElligott  remarked  that  the  reduction  of 
the  fines  would  greatly  impede  the  efforts  of  those 
who  were  endeavouring  to  develop  the  fisheries. 
Mr.  A.  E.  Eannatyne,  J.P.,  suggested  that  the  aid 
of  the  sporting  papers  should  be  invoked.  On  the 
motion  of  Mr.  McElligott,  the  following  resolution 
was  unanimously  adopted  :—"  That  this  board  has 
heard  with  amazement  the  action  of  their  Excellen- 
cies the  Lords  Justices  in  reducing  fines  inflicted  on 
persons  convicted  of  breaches  of  fishery  law,  which, 
in  the  board's  opinion,  should  be  upheld ;  and  the 
board  is  further  of  opinion  that  such  clemency  is 
entirely  misplaced,  and  most  injurious  to  the  welfare 
ot  inland  fisheries." 

North  of  Ireland. 
The  weather  keeps  moderate  for  the  time  of  year, 
and  on  the  salmon  rivers  open  some  sport  has  been 
got.  The  Lough  Neagh  pollen  fisheries,  which 
opened  on  Feb.  1,  are  doing  indifferently.  The 
bailiffs  are  specially  watching  against  the  taking  of 
spent  salmon  and  trout,  which  is  extensively  carried 
on  at  this  time  of  the  year.  Practically  all  the 
northern  rivers  open  on  March  1,  the  chief  excep- 
tions being  the  Mourne  and  Roe,  which  do  not  open 
till  April  1.  ' 


TROUT  FOR  THE  THAMES  (HEXLEY 
DISTRICT). 


On  Feb.  8,  the  Henley  Fisheries  Preservation 
Association  turned  into  the  Thames  at  Wargrave 
275  very  fine  trout,  ranging  from  lOiin.  to  16in.  in 
length.  The  fish  were  purchased  by  the  associa- 
tion from  the  Brimpton  Fishery,  near  Midgham, 
and  every  one  reached  its  destination  in  capital 
condition.  The  exact  spot  of  turning  down  was 
under  the  railway  bridge,  a  fine  piece  of  water  for 
the  purpose,  and  within  easy  reach  of  ample  food 
supply  tor  the  "  new  comers."  A  few  of  the  trout 
were  of  retainable  length,  and  others  will  shortly 
reach  the  regulation  16in.,  but  it  is  hoped  that 
anglers  who  catch  any  of  these  fish  which  will  "  just 
go  the  length  "  will  give  them  another  chance  upon 
reflecting  that  each  one  is  a  possible  future  five  or 
ten  pounder. 

The  association  is  now  negotiating  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  quantity  of  fine  "  coarse  "  fish,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  a  nice  lot  will  shortly  be  secured. 
Anglers  should  remember  that  all  this  work  is 
carried  on  by  voluntary  subscriptions  and  by 
honorary  workers,  and  last  but  not  least  that  the 
hon.  sec,  Mr.  A.  Edward  Hobbs,  of  28,  Hart-street, 
Henley-on-Thames,  will  very  thankfully  a<-know- 
ledge  any  contribution  to  the  funds  of  the  H.F.P..A. 
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Thb  Only 

Effectivk 

NSECT 
REPELLER 


Sfhich    Is    NOT  GREASY. 
'NON-POISONO.US.  PERFECTLY 
3SS,    EASILY  APPLIED, 
ad  pleasant  and  refreshing  to  use. 


'^HARMLE 


Prepared 

FRANK  A.  ROGERS,  327,  Oxford  St.,  W. 


GOUND  LODGE  INN, 

O/V  SEVERN 

(1  mile  from  Cressage.Shropshire.  G.W.R., 
7  miles  from  Shrewsbury— Trap  if 
desirad). 

A  commodious  and  comfortable  Coiintry  Hos- 
telry, pleasantly  situated,  on  the  Severn.  Under 
new  and  etlicient  management. 

AN  IDEAL  RESORT  FOR  A 
QUIET  HOLIDAY. 

Moderate  Taritf :  special  terms  for  Angling 
and  Family  Parties  (week-ends  or  longer  periods) 

BOATING  AND  FISHING  on  several  miles 
of  the  finest  reaches  of  Mid-Severn.  Trout, 
Grayling,  Pike,  Roach,  Chub,  Perch,  &c. 
Severn  Conservators  rod  and  line  license,  2?.  per 
annum,  obtainable  at  Slu'ewsbmy  or  elsewhere. 

Traps  and  Boats  for  hire  at  reasonable 
charges. 

Ample  Stabling  and  Motor  and  Cycle  Accom- 
modation. 

Places  of  Interest  in  the  vicinity  : — Buildwas 
Abbey,  Wenlock  and  Priory,  Atcham  and  the 
Koman  City  of  Uriconium,  Pitchford  and  Con- 
dover  Halls,  Acton  Burnell  Castle,  &c. 

Proprietor:  WALTER  PRICE. 

CouND  Lodge  Inn,  near  Cressaob,  Salop. 

FISHING  TO  LET. 

COUNTY  CORK,  IRELAND. 

victorTa  hotel, 

MACROOM,  Co.  CORK. 

About  2  miles  of  the  best  Salmon 
.  Fishing  on  the  river  Lee  (preserved)  TO 
liET,  by  week  or  month. — Apply,  Noba 
Murphy,  Proprietress. 


SPRING  SALMON  &  TROUT  FISHING 
ON  LOUGH  MELYIN. 

Visitors  to  Lough  Melvin  this  Spring  can 
have  very  comfortable  apartments  at  the 
"PREMIER  FISHING  LODGE,"  Garrison. 
Every  accommodation  for  Anglers. 
Splendid  Boats  and  experienced  Boat- 
men.—  Apply  to  Coulter  Brothers, 
Garrison,  Belleek,  Co.  Fermanagh. 

TO  LET, 

A  FURNISHED  HOUSE 

on  bank  of  Usk,  a  mile  from  Abergavenny, 
with  about  J  mile  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing.  £3  3s.  per  week.  Near  Railway 
and  Golf.— T.  W.  Bevan,  Nantyglo,  Mon. 


WANTED  IN  IRELAND. 

To  Rent  for  year  or  more, 

SMALL  COTTAGE 

Two  sitting  rooms,  three  bedrooms.  Near  to 
Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing,  either  free  or  not 
expensive,  with  some  rough  Shooting  in  neigh- 
liourhood.— Reply  to  R.  CAREY,  11,  Dunhered 
Road  W.,  Thornton  Heath,  Surrey. 

TO  LET. 

About  One-third  Mile  of 
Fishing^  on  the  Esk 

(Hatf  the  River). 

Cotnprising  the  well  -  known  Baleony, 
Twintree,  and  Priory  Pools  and  Streams. 
Hut,  rod-box,  and  seat  on  the  Baleony. 
5  minutes  from  station.  WiU  let  the 
whole  or  by  rod  for  the  season. — Apply, 
J.  J.  DuNWELL,  Grosmont  S.  O.,  Yorks. 


Penycwely  Reservoir. 

FISHING  TO  LET 

for  term  of  years.    Applications  to  be 

received  on  or  before  February  22nd. 
For  particulars  apply.   Town  Clerk, 
Oswestry. 


ROACH  YEARLINGS 

FOR  SALE  IMMEDIATELY. 


A  great  Quantity   and   in  gooti 
condition. 

Obliged  to  clear  within  the  next 
fortnight. 


NO  REASONABLE  OFFER  REFUSED. 

Purchasers  must  supply  carriers. 

Apply— H.  G.  PAPILLON,  The  Estate 
Office,  Luton  Hoo,  Luton,  Beds. 


FOR  SALE, 

A  Superior  11  ft.  Steel  Centre  Split 
Cane 

TROUT  ROD, 

with  two  tops,  lock  joint,  cork  handle; 
quite  new;  London  maker.    Price  30/-. 

Will  send  oji  approval. 
Address,   Bbackenbdby,   59,  Brighton 
Avenue,  Walthamstow,  Essex. 


TROUT  FISMING 

ALSO  ROUGH  SHOOTING 

TO  LET  for  Season  or  on  Lease. 

Near  Llandrindod  Wells,  li  miles,  both 
banks,  River  Ithon,  restocked.  Also 
adjacent  Shooting,  1,200  acres,  with  or 
without  Fishing.  Low  rental. — Apply 
Arrow  Fishery,  Pembridge,  Hereford- 
shire. 


WM.  BROWN  &  CO.,  Fishing  Tackle  Makers 
in  George  Street,  Aberdeen,  for  upwards  of 
Ninety  Years,  beg  to  intimate  that  frum  Feb.  1, 
1908,  their  address  will  be  150,  Union  Street. 

Aberdeen,  to  which  address  all  communications 
should  be  sent  henceforth.  Makers  of  Flies  of 
every  kind  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Bass,  Gr.ayling, 
*c.  Natural  Baits,  Artificial  Baits,  and  Tackles 
of  all  kinds.  Casts,  Traces,  Lines,  Reels,  Rods, 
Gaffs,  Nets,  Creels,  and  Wading  Eciuipnient, 
Sole  makers  of  Brown's  Phantom.  Wholesale  and 
Retail.  Taxidermy,  Angling's  Agency,  Tele- 
grains:  "Phantom,  Aberdeen. ' ' 


LONDOIM  THEATR ES. 

DRURY  LANE  THEATR~E  ROYAL. 
Managing  Director,  Arthur  Collins.  — 
Every  Day,  at  1..30  and  7.30,  THE  BABES  IN 
THE  WOOD.  Messrs.  Walter  Passniore,  Harry 
Fragson,  Neil  Kenyon,  Lennox  Pawle,  Harrison 
Brockbank,  .fohnny  Danvers,  Arthur  Conquest  ; 
Mdmes.  Agnes  Fraser,  Madge  Vincent,  Meredith 
Meredro,  Florence  Warde,  and  Marie  George. 

HAlf  MAKKET  the  ATRE— Every  Evening, 
at  8.3IJ,  HER  FATHER.  Mr.  Arthur  Bour- 
chier;  Messrs.  Cyril  Keightley,  Maish  Allen, 
C.  L.  Lane,  E.  W.  Tarver,  E.  B.  Payne  ;  Miss 
Henrietta  Watson ;  Mesdames  Angela  Van- 
brugh,  G.  Baird,  N.  Moore,  M.  Aldridge,  and 
Miss  Marie  Lohr. 


THE  PLAYHOUSE,  Northumberland  Avenue. 
— Evei-y  Evening  at  9.  THE  O'GRINDLES. 
By  H.  V.  Esmond.  Cyril  Maude  and  Winifred 
Emery.Alfred  Bishop,  Keunetli  Douglas,  Edmund 
Gwenn,  Alexandra  Carlisle,  Pollie  Eraeiy,  &c 
Preceded  at  8.30  by  FRENCH  A.S  HE  IS  SPOKE. 
Matinee  Saturday  next  and  every  following 
Wednesday  and  Satui-day  at  2.30.  All  seats 
can  be  booked.  • 


DALY'S  THEATRE.— Every  Evening  at  8.15 
THE  MERRY  WIDOW.  Messrs.  Robert 
Evett,  W.  H.  Berry,  Lennox  Pawle,  Gordon 
Cleather,  Fred  Kaye,  V.  O'Connor,  R.  Roberts, 
and  Joseph  Coyne  and  George  Graves  ;  Misses 
Elizabeth  Firth,  GabrieUe  Ray,  G,  Lester, 
Desmond,  Glyn,  Welch,  Dombey,  Irving,  Le 
Grand,  Webster,  Muuro,  and  Mis^  Lily  Elsie. 


LYCEUM  THEATRE.- Every  Day,  at  2  and 
7.30,  Grand  Pantomime,  ROBINSON 
CRUSOE.  Messrs.  John  E.  Coyle,  Brown  and 
Le  Clerq.  George  Brooks,  Espinosa,Clias.  Penro.se ; 
Mesdames  Sybil  Arundale,  Dorothy  Craske, 
Ouida  Macdermot,  Espiiioaa,  Ethel  James. 


A DELPHI  THEATRE. -Every  Day  at  2  and 
7.30,  ALADDIN.  Mesdames  Millie  Legarde, 
Sarah  Vrubell,  Doiis  Dean,  and  Happy  Fanny 
Fields  ;  Messrs.  M.  R.  Moiand,  Harry  Claff,  and 
Malcolm  Scott. 


NEW  THEATRE.  —  Every  Evening,  at  8, 
THE  SCARLET  PIMPERNEL.  Fred 
Terry ;  Messrs.  J.  Carter  Edwards,  Horace 
Hodges,  Alfred  Keudrick,  Wiguey  Percyval, 
Malcolm  Cherry,  D.  J.  Williams,  Frederick 
Groves,  Walter  Edwin,  E.  Pickering,  L.  Race 
Dunrobin  ;  Misses  Kathleen  Doyle,  Mary  Mac- 
kenzie, Claire  Pauncefort,  Marion  Sterling,  and 
Miss  Miriam  Lewis. 


ST.  JAMES'S  THEATRE,  King  Street,  Pall 
Mall.— Every  Evening,  at  8.40  sharp,  THE 
THIEF.  Mr.  George  Alexander  and  Miss  Irene 
Vanbrugh.  Mr.  Sydney  Valentine,  Mr.  B.  Lyall 
Swete,  Mr.  Reginald  Owen. 

PRINCE  OF  WALES'  THEATRE:^ETery 
Evening,  at  8,  MISS  HOOK  OF  HOLLAND. 
Mr.  G.  P.  Huntley,  Mr.  Maurice  Farkoa,  Messrs 
George  Barrett,  Herbert  Clayton,  W.  Pringle : 
Mesdames  Gracie  Leigh,  Eva  Kelly,  Q.  Brogden, 
G.  Ivery,  Elsie  Spain 


PARA  RUBBER 

FOR  THOROUGHLY  WATERPROOFING 
LEATHER,     BOOTS,     LEGGINGS,  &c. 

Tins,  6d.,  1/-,  2/-.    Post  free,  7d.,  1/2,  2/3. 


VIXOIL"F"Co.. 
10.  Basinghall 
Street.  LONDON. 


BRESSING 


CARETAKER. 

Advertiser  and  Wife 
SEEK. SITUATION. 

Age  32  years ;  both  strong  and  capable, 
Best  references. — "E.  L.,"  8,  Median 
Road,  Lower  Clapton,  N.E. 


FISHING  ROr> 
TIMBER. 

Greenheart,  Hickory,  Ash,  and  Lance- 
wood,  specially  selected  by  Experts, 
supplied  in  lo^s,  planks  and  squares. 
WHOLESALE  ONLY. 

JOSEPH  OWEN  &  SONS,  Ltd., 

Tlmher  Merchants.  LIVERPOOL. 


Fishing  Tackle  Maker  and  Gut  Importer. 

1,  ST.  SWITHIN'S  SQUARE,  LINCOLN. 

Sole  Maker  of  the  Celebrated  "LINDUM" 
Pure  Silk  8-Plait  Fishing  Lines,  which  are 
warranted  not  to  curl  or  kink. 
Roach      ...     Is.  6d.  1     Per  100  yards. 
Barbel      ...     2s.  Od.  I  White  or  Neutral 
Pike         ...     8s.  6d.  I  Green, 
Salmon     ...     4s.  6d.  )       on  Boards. 
Also  Mak«r  of  Flax,  Linen,  "Albion"  and 
"Castle"  Lines.    Rods,  Keels,  Tackle,  &c.  Best 
Trout  Flies,  9d.  per  dozen. 
Gold  Medals ;  Paris  and  Lincoln.  Wholesale, 
Itetail,  and  for  Exvort. 


ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY. 

Patron  :  HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING. 
Pmi(Jei!(— H.R.H.  The  Duke  of  Connaught,  K.C. 


THIKTy-SEVENTH  SEASON,  1907-1908. 


ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 

Ash  Wednesday  Evg.,  4th  Mar.,  1908. 

AT  8  O'CLOCK. 

THE  DREAM  OF 
GERONTIUS 

ELGAR, 


Miss    GERTRUDE  LONSDALE. 
Mr.   GERVASE  ELWES. 
Mr.   DALTON  BAKER. 


BAND  AND  CHORUS,  ONE  THOUSAND. 
Orgauist^Mr.  H.  L.  Balfour,  Mus.B. 
Conductor— S\r  FREDERICK  BRIDGE,  M.V.O. 

Doors  open  at  7  ;  commence  at  8  o'clock. 
Stalls,  7s. Od. ;  Arena,  6s. ;  Balcony,  Reserved,  5s. ; 
Unreserved,  is.  ;  Bo.xea  from  £1  lis.  &d.  to  £3  3». 
Gallery  (Promenade),  One  Shilling.  Tickets  may 
be  had  of  the  usual  Agents,  and  at  the  Royal 
Albert  Hall. 


QUEEN'S  HALL. 

THE  QUEEN'S  HALL  ORCHESTRA'S 

SYMPHONY  CONCERT, 

Saturday,  Feb.  29th,  1908,  at  3. 


Magnificat  for  Soli,  Chorus,  and  Orchestra. 

.7.  ,S'.  Bac/i. 
1st  Soprano    ..    Ml.ss  PERCBVAT.  ALLEN 
2nil  S«.])ni,no  ..    Miss  ELSIE  NICHOLL. 
Contralto       ..    Miss  .JESSIE  GOLDSACK 
Teuor    ..       ..    Mii.  WEBSTER  MILLAR 
Bass      ..       ..    Mk.  FKEDEIllC  AU.ST1N. 

THE    LEEDS    CHORAL  UNION. 

(Conducted  by  Dr.  Henry  Coward.) 

The  Blessed  Da.mozbl  (Rossetti),  for 
Soprano,  Mezzo-doprano,  Female 
Chorus,  and  Orchestra  . .   Clainh-  Debussy. 

{First  Per/orinance  in  Eiigl,twl. ) 
Miss  PERCEVAL  ALLEN.     Mi.ss  ELSIE  NICHOLL. 
THE     LEEDS    CHORAL  UNION. 

(Conducted  by  Mr.  He.vkv  J.  Wooii.) 
Symphony  No.  9,  in  D  minor  (Choral)  Beetlwven. 
Miss  PERCEVAL  ALLE.\.  Mk.  WEBSTER  MILLAR 
.Miss.lESSlE  GOLDS.^CK.  Mr.  FREDERIC  AUSTIN' 

THE     LEEDS    CHORAL  UNION. 

(Conducted  by  Mr.  Hk.nrv  ,I.  Wood.) 


7s.  6d.,  5s.,  2s.  6d.,  usual  Agents;  Chappell's 
Box  Office,  Queen's  Hall;  and  Queen's  Hall 
Orchestra,  Limited,  320,  Regent  Street,  W 

EOBERT  NEWMAN.  Manager. 


Cast  yonr  Eye  on  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  worhl,  post  fpee, 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES, 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  2S.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 

WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powers 

— having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  (Jeneral  Fi.shing  Tackle, 
and  Fly. Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 

WHITE  BROTHERS 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 
 OMAOH,  IRELAND,  


ON  THE  RIVERS 
BURH  tEA  BTORT 

CAM  MENE  STOUR 

CHELMER  ORWELI,  WAYENEY 
CROUCH  OUSB  WELiLAND 

SEJL  FJCSHIN^G 

ON  THB 

EAST  COAST, 

CHEAP  WEEK-END  TICKETS  ARE 
ISSUED  EVERY  SATURDAY 

to  Stations  serving  the  above  and  other 

Fishing  Resorts. 
For  full  particulars  write  to  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Line,  Liverpool  St.  Station, 
London,  B.C. 


H.  JOHNSON,  Gut  Merchant. 

Send  1/.  for  3  SAMPLE  CASTS,  3  yards  each, 
tapered,  fine,  medium,  and  strong,  and  see 
Quality. 

BEST   SELECTED   DRAWN   GUT,  3,  4,  and  5x, 

13  in.,  2/6  ;  15  in.,  3/- ;  18  in.,  4/-  per  100. 
BEST  UNDRAWN  GUT,  2x,  fine,  16  in.,  2/6; 

18  in.,  3/- ;  20  in.,  3/6  per  100. 
GUT    CASTS,    FIRST    QUALITY.  1  yard,  1/4; 

2  yards,  2/6  ;  3  yards,  3/6  per  doz. 
BEST    SOLID    PLAITED    ROACH    LINES,  per 

100  yards,  1/6;  BARBEL,  2/-;  PIKE,  3/6. 
BEST    NOTTINGHAM    LOBS    AND    BAG,  3/4 

per  1,000.  THE  TRADE  SUPPLIED. 

155,  Waterway  Street,  Nottingham. 
Ang'lers  wishing:  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing-  the  Derbyshire  Streams 

SHOnLD  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  &  BELPER  JOURNAL. 
Charges  very  moderate. 
Address:  Kins;  Street.  Alfreton. 


i 


.m-  ■^mew.t  l4>ri¥ii 


^  ^JfALMONfiSHIN 

^  y^y  Instructioi 

^^^^1  cJ.el.HAROy 

■l^l^  HOW  TO  BE  5UCCE55FU 
Post  free  \  HOW'TO  DREJ5  FLIE.$ 
^  6'4    \  HOW  TO  U.JE  THEM 

ALNWICKTi  J>^ 


Pears' 


Economy  is  a  watchword 
of  the  thrifty. 

That^s  one  reason  so 
many  prosperous  people 
use  Pears'  Soap.  Theres 
no  waste  about  it.  It  wears 
out,  of  course. 

On  sale  everywhere. 
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Xetters  to  the  lEbitor. 

LWe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
\pinion8  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

DO  SNAKES  EAT  FISH? 
Dear  Sir, — I  well  remember,  though  many  years 
go,  when  rambling  with  my  gun  round  some  ponds 
iear  Mogador,  which  often  gave  a  little  sport  with 
auck,  seeing,  in  the  water  and  among  the  weed 
Fbeds,  a  snake  about  a  yard  long  making  strenuous 
'efforts  to  swallow  a  very  lively  eel  of  about  half  his 
own  size,  which  he  had  apparently  seized  by  the  tail. 
For  sqme  ten  minutes  I.  quietly  watched  the 
Y  struggle,  during  which,  more  than  once,  about 
half  the  length  of  the  eel  disappeared  down  the 
snake's  throat,  but  it  would  regain  an  inch  or  two 
f''  by  a:  vigorous  ePort,  and  by  hanging  on  to  the 
weeds  with  its  teeth.    At  last  the  snake,  changing 
tactics,  yielded  to  its  thus  tugging,  let  it  go  for  an 
instant,  turned  and  seized  it  by  the  head  this  time, 
and  the  poor  eel,  already  fairly  exhausted,  went 
down  that  snake's  interior  much  more  quickly  than 
when  tail  first,  and  was  soon  completely  swallowed. 

Eels  and  water -snakes  were  both  fairly  numerous 
in  the  neighbouring  little  River  Kseb,  and  frequently 
when  wading  up  it  bare-legged,  treading  suddenly, 
among  weeds,  on  something  squirming  and  slippery, 
I  had  an  uneasy  doubt  as  to  which  of  them  it  was. 
Perhaps  these  water-snakes  were  not  venomous, 
but  I  know  some  of  the  land  ones  were,  and  they 
were  rather  partial  to  a  bath  in  hot  weather. — 
Yours  faithfully,  Chas.  A.  Payton. 

Calais.  ' 

P.S. — Quite  all  right  now;  out  fishing  again. 
[Very  glad  indeed  to  hear  the  good  news. — Ed.] 


DO  SERPENTS  EAT  FISH  ?- 
SNAKES. 


-WATER- 


Deab  Sib, — In  the  "  Magazine  of  Natural 
History"  for  1831,  by  W.  T.  Bree,  page  148,  I 
read :  "  Several  notices  have  appeared  in  your 
magazine  relative  to  the  fact  of  snakes  occasionally 
taking  the  water.  I  beg  to  state  that  it  is  by  no 
means  an  uncommon  circumstance.  Hence  I  con- 
clude it  is  that  we  not  unfrequently  hear  of  water- 
snakes,  the  vulgar  error  being  that  there  is  in  this 
country  a  distinct  species  which  frequents  that 
element."  And  according  to  W.  T.  Bree,  pike  will 
attack  snakes  and  snakes  attack  pike,  for  he  says 
at  page  148  :  "  I  once  saw  a  small  snake  taken  out 
of  the  water  with  a  young  pike  scarce  half 
swallowed  in  his  throat,  the  larger  portion  of  the 
fish  protruding  out  of  the  snake's  mouth.  Both 
the  animals  were  dead,  the  snake  having  been 
choked."  On  page  82,  vol.  4,  W.  J.  Clarke,  East 
Bergholt,  says :  "  I  have  frequently  seen  the 
common  snake  take  the  water,  crossing  the  moats 
which  on  all  sides  surrotmd  Kenton  Hall,  Suffolk." 
On  page  280,  same  volume,  on  Feb.  4,  1831, 
"  Rusticus,"  Newark-on-Trent,  says :  "  As  far  as  my 
observations  go,  snakes  abound  most  in  those 
places  where  there  is  shallow  water,  which  is 
favourable  for  obtaining  a  due  supply  of  food,  such 
as  frogs,"  and  I  think  he  might  have  included  newts. 
On  the  same  page  (280),  Thomas  Blair,  of  Stamford 
Hill,  Jan.  3,  1831,  says  :  "  Being  in  search  of  aquatic 
plants  in  a  small  lake  in  Upper  Canada  in  a  birch 
canoe,  I  was  joined  by  a  young  Indian  whom  I 
was  acquainted  with,  and  he  called  to  me  as  he 
approached,  and  pointed  out  a  very  large  black 
snake,  about  fifty  yards  from  shore,  which  lay 
coiled  up  amongst  the  water-lilies,  with  his  head 
raised  about  four  inches  above  the  surface,"  and 
they  both  fired  at  him  and  both  missed.  "  I  enquired 
of  the  Indian  if  the  black  snakes  often  went 
into  the  water,  and  he  rgiplied,  '  Oh  yes,  they  go 
a-fishing.'  " 

Snakes  will  not  only  enter  fresh-water  ponds  and 
,  rivers,  but  will  cross  considerable  channels  of  the 
sea.  On  page  474.  vol.  1,  the  Rev.  W.  Bingley, 
author  of  "Animal  Biography,"  says:  "Snakes 
abounded  in  the  southern  part  of  the  Isle  of 
Anglesea,  and  were  freciuently  seen  crossing  thence 
to  the  Caernarvonshire  coast  ( 1831)."  The  snake 
that  the  Rev.  W.  Bingley  and  Robert  Bakewell,  of 

Hampstead,  saw  a  boatman  capture  and  kill  

"  nearly  a  yard  in  length  " — with  his  oar  was  about 
half-way  across  the  broadest  part  of  the  Menai, 
and  Mr.  Bakewell  says  :  "  The  frequent  passage  of 
snakes  across  the  Menai  to  and  from  the  Is'e  of 
Anglesea  was  further  attested  by  fishermen  whom 
I  questioned  about  it." 

Even  if  all  these  accounts  are  wrong,  I  should 
never  doubt  Dr.  Livingstone  in  his  "First  Expedi- 
tion to  Africa,"  who  says  on  page  51  :  "  Clarias 
capensis  (Dr.  Smith),  a  fish  closely  resembling 
Giants  siluris,  leave  the  rivers  to  feed  in  pools, 
and,  as  these  dry  up,  large  numbers  of  them  are 
entrapped  by  the  people.  A  water-snake,  spotted 
yellow  and  dark  brown,  is  frequently  seen  swimming 


with  its  head  above  water.  It  is  quite  harmless, 
and  is  relished  as  food  by  the  Bayeiye.  They  live 
much  on  fish,  which  are  an  abomination  to  the 
Bechuanas  in  the  south.  The  fish  are  caught  in  large 
numbers  by  nets  made  of  the  fine  strong  fibres  of 
the  hibiscus,  which  grows  abundantly  in  all  moist 
places.  The  mode  of  knotting  the  nets  is  identical 
with  our  own."  So,  according  to  Dr.  Livingstone, 
although  there  are  water- snakes  in  Africa,  according 
to  W.  T.  Bree  there  are  none  in  England,  and  it  is 
a  vulgar  error  to  say  so. — Yours  truly.  Snake. 

DO  ^SERPENTS  EAT  FISH? 

Dear  Si  it, — A  gentleman  in  this  parish  had,  a 
short  time  since,  two  Moccasin  snakes  which  had 
been  in  his  possession  since  they  were  the  size  of 
knitting-needles.  I  asked  him  what  he  fed  them 
on,  and  he  told  me  that  he  gave  them  small  roach; 
they  were  in  a  case  in  a  greenhouse  with  a  pool  of 
water  in  it,  which  these  snakes  seemed  to  enjoy. 
When  I  saw  them  they  were  very  active,  and  seemed 
in  a  thriving  condition  for  snakes,  but  I  cannot  say 
I  should  like  to  keep  snakes  for  a  hobby. — Yours 
truly,  Thomas  Daws. 

Ewhurst,  Sussex. 


BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT  UNITED 
ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 

Dear  Sir, — I  enclose  copy  of  a  resolution  passed 
at  a  committee  meeting  ot  this  association,  which 
has  reference  to  an  attack  made  upon  Birmingham 
anglers  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Severn  Conser- 
vancy Board,  extracts  of  which  appeared  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Feb.  8.  I  am  also  sending  a 
similar  copy  to  the  clerk  of  the  board. 

For  your  information,  I  may  say  that  at  the  recent 
annual  meeting  of  the  board  held  in  Birmingham,  a 
resolution  was  submitted  and  agreed  to  that  the 
offensive  passage  in  the  report  be  deleted.  I  also 
enclose  copy  of  our  bye-laws  and  standard  sizes. — 
Yours  truly,  James  Rabone,  Gen.  Sec. 

[Copy  of  Resolution  passed  at  Committee 
Meeting,  Feb.  6,  1908.] 

"That  in  the  opinion  of  this  committee  the 
pa  sage  in  Mr.  WiUis  Bund's  report  of  the  Severn 
Board  of  Conservators,  in  which  he  accuses  the 
Birmingham  anglers  of  being  the  greatest  offenders 
in  killing  down  immature  fisn,  is  unjust  and  untrue, 
and  the  fact  that  this  accusation  was  made  at  a 
time  when  efforts  were  being  put  forward  to  bring 
into  closer  relationship  the  Board  and  the  coarse- 
fish  angler,  calls  for  general  condemnation." 

[This  subject  is  referred  to  in  our  correspondent's 
"  Notes  from  Birmingham,"  on  p.  123. — ^Ed.J 

HOW  TO  NET  NETo. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  the  query  in  .  your 
editorial  note  to  Mr.  U.  M.  Kelson's  letter,  "Is 
there  any  reason — apart  from  the  cost — why  a  net 
should  not  be  made  of  dressed  silk  line  ?  "  There 
is,  namely,  the  one  you  have  given — the  liability 
to  crack  and  rot  at  the  knots.  A  net  should,  in  my 
opinion,  and  that  of  many  brother  fishermen  who 
make  their  own,  be  made  of  stuff  undres  ed,  and 
subsequently  waterproofed  under  the  exhaust  pump. 

The  material,  as  1  said  in  my  letter  which  you 
published  a  week  ago,  should  be  plaited  not  twisted  ; 
it  will  not  then  kink  in  working,  nor  when  soaked 
m  boiled  oil.  The  Manchester  Twine  Spinning 
Company  used,  if  they  do  not  now,  to  make  line 
obtainable  in  various  strengths  suitable  for  making 
landing-nets.  These  were  plaited  and  of  a  red- 
brown  colour;  probably  dipped  in  catechv.  Per- 
sonally, I  prefer  silk,  of  which  I  send  you  two 
patterns  ;  tlie  colour,  of  couise,  is  quite  immaterial ; 
the  grey  would  do  for  small  trout  fishing,  the  green 
is  strong  enough  for  sea-trout  or  small  salmon.  I 
have  lilted  fish  of  91b.  and  101b.  from  the  water 
with  it.  Personally,  I  prefer  a  dirty  green ;  paint 
my  landing  bow  and  shaft  and  rod  that  colour  ;  my 
basket  is  made  of  willows  with  the  bark  on,  and  my 
hat,  coat,  etc.,  as  near  a  dull  olive  green  as  possible. 
A  fad,  perhaps,  but  Sir  Humphrey  Davy  had  the 
same. 

Mr.  Kelson  says  he  makes  his  own  nets  of  the 
same  shape  as  mine,  but  on  a  modification  of 
Messrs.  Weldon's  plan.  I  can  do  this ;  did  so  for 
years,  my  instructor  being  "Notes on  Nets,"  by  the 
Hon.  C.  Bathurst,  a  book  now  out  of  print,  but  I 
give  separately  the  modus  operandi  word  for  word. 
Mr.  Kelson  would  have  no  difficulty  in  making  such 
a  net,  neither  would  Mr.  Meigh,  but  Messrs.  Ignora- 
mus, Duffer  and  Co.  would  get  awfully  disgusted, 
because  there  is  always  a  diificulty  at  the  corners, 
and  one  stitch  there  made  unevenly  will  throw  the 
whole  net  out  of  truth.  My  pattern  is  much  easier 
for  beginners.  For  those  who  cannot  make  their 
own  nets  or  have  neither  the  time  nor  the  inclina- 
tion to  do  so,  I  may  say  that  "  The  Capri  "  pattern 
of  landing-net  can  be  obtained  from  Messrs.  Jj'arlow, 
to  whom  I  gave  the  pattern  some  time  ago.  They 


also  made  a  ba-kot  for  me  to  my  own  drawings  and 
measurements,  and  said  they  considered  net  and 
basket  improvements,  and  should  keep  them  in 
stock. 

I  omitted  to  fctate  in  my  previous  letter  that  I 
always  affix  the  net  to  the  outside  of  the  tjow,  net 
the  mside  as  is  commonly  done;  it  gives  rrore 
room  and  the  net  hangs  better.  The  long  meshes 
at  the  top,  as  shown  by  Mr.  Meigh  and  Messrs. 
Weldon,  are  quite  unnecessary  for  my  pattern  It 
IS  necessary  to  be  very  careful  at  the  corners  of  the 
square  ;  the  most  experienced  netsman  will  find  that 
these  corner  loops  are  triangular  in  appearance,  but 
if  due  care  be  exercised  they  will  not  be  unsightly  ■ 
the  novice  will  probably  "  make  a  long  stitch  "  or 
two  which  will  cast  up  from  time  to  time  and 
throw  the  net  out.  For  the  last  two  rows  use 
double,  triple,  or  (|uadruple  silk ;  this  gives'  in- 
creased strength  at  the  point  of  attachment. 

I  have  tried  Macrame  thread  but  found  it  to 
shrink  abominably.  I  used  up  in  one  season  two 
nets  made  of  it.  I  have  not  found  that  the  hooks 
catch  in  silk  when  it  has  been  dressed.  I  have  also 
tried  strong  carpet  thread,  but  being  twisted  it  is 
not  so  good  as  eight-plait  line.— Yours  truly, 

1-  A.  Masse y-Spenceb. 

Here  is  the  extract  referred  to :  

To, Make  a  Landing-Net  (from  "Notes  on 
Nets,"  by  the  Hon.  C.  Bathurst). 
"Take  a  foot  of  very  fine  twine  or  strong  thread 
and  knot  the  ends  together;  pass  through  this  a 
strong  string  as  stirrup  or  foot  link  and  knot  the 
ends.  The  first  named  is  to  prevent  any  material 
difference  in  the  size  of  the  first  row  of  meshes  and 
those  which  follow.  On  the  fine  strand  net  3  5  7 
9,  11,  13,  or  15  meshes,  but  always  observe  an  odd 
number  ;  net  twice  the  number  of  rows  save  one  that 
you  have  aheady  netted  loops,  for  example  6  10 
14,  18,22,  26,  30,  draw  out  the  foundation  string' 
fax  It  m  the  centre  of  the  square  and  net  round  and 
round  it  {see  Messrs.  Meigh  and  Weldon),  thereby 
circhng  the  square.'  The  smaller  the  square  the 
better  will  be  the  subsequent  appearance  of  the  net  • 
its  cucumference  should  be  increased  by  putting  in 
extra  meshes  at  regular  intervals. 

"  I  used  to  double  each  round  untU  I  had  it  large 
enough,  namely,  three  times  the  number  of  meshea 
that  there  were  holes  in  the  bow  of  the  net  " 


THE  BOTHER  ABOUT  THE  ROTHER. 
Dear  Sib,— Mr.  Daws'  remark  in  his  first  letter 
proves  that  I  did  speak  to  him,  and  promi  ed  a 
subscription  to  help  to  pay  for  the  prosecution  of 
poachers  (see  last  paragraph.  Fishing  Gazette. 
Jan  18).  If  the  1200  stamps  each  brought  an 
angler  to  the  Rother  and  they  were  netted  over  I 
do  not  think  one  would  come  again  but  if  half  a 
dozen  came  and  had  a  good  day  and  no  netting 
they  would  advertise  the  Rother  more  than  100  000 
postage  stamps  or  any  other  way.  What  anglers 
want  IS  sport,  not  advertisements.  They  will 
advertise  it  ff  they  get  sport,  and  I  take  it  upon 
myself  to  say  that  if  netting  was  abolished  in  the 
Kother  for  two  years  there  would  not  be  a  better 
patronised  river  in  the  South  of  England.  You 
will  also  please  note  that  in  my  letter  of  Feb  1  I 
^"^^^  Pevensey  Haven 

m.  Daws  holds  sheaves  of  my  correspondence 
(so  he  says,  I  say  five  or  six  letters  at  most),  he 
might  have  told  you  that  my  letters  were  endorsed 
"  not  personal."  Well,  after  writing  to  Mr  Daws 
until  I  was  tired,  and  getting  letters  back  anythine 
but  to  the  point,  and  denying  netting  in  tola,  I  took 
a  great  liberty  and  wrote  a  short  note  to  the  owner 
of  the  property  I  fish  in,  stating  the  facts;  he 
unmediately  mformed  his  shepherd,  and  in  less  than 
seven  days  five  men  were  caught  red-handed,  with- 
out any  word  from  Mr.  Daws  or  anyone  else 
Please  now  Mr.  Daws,  don't  rush  at  me  and  stat^ 
that  the  shepherd  is  a  bailiff  to  the  Rother  I 
know  he  is  and  always  has  been,  but  what  have  aU 
r"f.  ^  u      ^""^^  ■  'lot  tell  me  the 

andlord  holds  a  high  position  in  the  association  I 
know  he  does  and  to  him  and  him  only  are  kll 
thanks  due.  Mr.  Daws  says  because  one  angler  is 
aggrieved,  it  is  hard  the  secretary  has  to  put  up 
with  his  fancies  ;  every  genuine  angler  is  aegrie\  ed 
at  the  netting,  not  only  one,  and  for  the  fourth  or 
fifth  time  aUow  me  to  tell  Mr.  Daws  I  in  no  way 
wish  to  be  personal— he  commenced  personalities  re 
my  subscription,  mates,  etc.  ' 

One  word  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Dowsett  who 
champions  my  case  in  the  following  words-— 
"Three  years  ago  netting  was  rampant  in  the 
Rother,  but  now  it  is  much  better."  I  doubt  if  it 
IS  any  better ;  there  is  a  difference  certainly  and  it 
IS  this,  there  is  not  so  much  netting  'jk  dav 
light  as  there  was,  but  there  is  much  more 
under  cover  of  darkness.  Anyway,  is  netting  legal 
at  aU?  If  not,  why  is  it  tolerated  in  this 
barefaced  way  on  the  Rother  ?  I  do  not  think  I 
have  been  the  means  of  preventing  subscriptions 
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from  coming  in  to  the  Rother  by  exposing  the 
netting,  but  writing  "  misleading  statements  "  to 
the  papers,  "  exaggerating  "  the  weight  of  fish,  and 
reporting  great  captures  and  bags,  I  look  upon  as 
not  quite  the  straight  way  to  get  the  river 
patronised.  He  asks  me  who  told  the  bailiff  the 
weight  of  the  jack.  Kindly  ask  him  ;  I  never  saw 
him.  And  in  conclusion,  allow  me  to  again  remark 
that  the  Rother  is  still  netted,  poached,  and  night- 
lined  as  much  or  more  than  any  river  in  England. — 
Yoiu-s  truly,  Thos.  Wkight. 

19,  Devonshire-road, 
Beshill-on-Sea. 

[There  seems  to  be  a  lot  of  bother  to  get  at  the 
truth  about  the  Rother !  Anyway,  Mr.  Wright  got 
seven  wrongdoers  nabbed.  I  believe  Mr.  Wright's 
only  ob  ject  is  the  improvement  of  the  fishing  ;  but 
perhaps  he  expects  more  to  be  done  than  the  funds 
will  allow — unfortunately  that  is  the  case  in  many 
association  waters.  I  remember  a  water  which  was 
restocked  annually  by  trout  poached  out  of  it  and 
sold  to  the  association.  I  wish,  with  Mr.  Wright, 
that  ail  keepers  were  able  to  be  everywhere  at  once 
(or  seem  to  be),  like  the  Sussex  Ouse  Society's 
keeper  ;  poaching  would  then  soon  become  extinct. 
—Ed.] 


BE  LANTERN  LECTURE  ON  TROUT- 
FISHING. 

Dear  Sib, — In  addition  to  ]\Ir.  F.  M.  Walbran,  I 
would  suggest  Mr.  Butterworth,  of  Manchester,  a 
ve'ritable  tribune  on  all  angling  matters. — Yours 
truly,  Geo.  II. 

«  LAKE  OR  POND  WANTED. 

Deab  Slr, — Referring  to  the  letter  signed  "J. 
Maynard,"  headed  "Lake  or  Pond  Wanted,"  I  may 
say  that  theMidlandRailway  Company  have  two  or 
three  good  ponds  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Trent, 
six  miles  from  Nottingham,  and  if  his  friend  cares 
to  communicate  with  the  Midland  Railway  Insti- 
tute Fishing  Club  on  the  subject,  all  information 
regarding  them  can  be  obtained. — Yours  truly, 

G.  H.  Bahnister. 


"WILL  FLATFISH  TAKE  A  SPINNING 
BAIT  ? " 

Dear  Sir, — Small  flukes  certainly  wUl.  In  the 
Lune  between  Halton  and  La'ucaster  are  numerous 
little  flukes  which  come  up  out  of  the  tidal  water 
below,  being  carried  over  the  weir  at  Skerton  when 
an  extra  high  tide  covers  it,  or  else  using  the 
salmon  pass.  Anglers  spinning  a  minnow  for  trout 
often  hook  these  small  flukes,  and  are  surprised  and 
not  over  pleased.— Yours  truly,  Peter. 


FISH  ATTACKING  BIRDS. 
Deab  Sir, — Some  years  since,  when  I  held  a  con- 
siderable holding  of  grass  land  in  Romney  Marsh, 
my  "  Looker  "  told  me  that  he  was  much  troubled 
by  the  carp  sucking  off  the  legs  of  his  young  tame 
ducks,  and  I  well  remember  his  saying  it  was  no 
use  his  keeping  ducks  near  his  house,  as  they  would 
go  up  this  "ditch,"  as  they  are  called  in  that 
di  trict.  These  fish  came  to  an  untimely  end  a 
short  time  afterwards ;  in  a  very  severe  frost  they 
were  all  killed,  and  were  cut  out  of  the  solid  ice 
with  an  axe.  After  that  there  was  peace  lor  the 
ducks,  and  I  did  not  hear  another  complaint  about 
the  carp.  This  ditch  was  always  called,  and  still  is, 
the  "  Carp  Die." — ^Yours  truly,      Thomas  Daws. 


TOOLS  AND  GLUE  FOR  ROD-MAKING. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  glad  if  any  of  your  readers 
can  give  me  a  little  advice  about  "bits"  for 
boring  and  clearing  out  purposes ;  I  intend  them 
for  rod  work.  I  find  many  bits  have  the  tendency 
to  burst  or  split  the  joints.  I  feel  sure  there  are 
better  tools  than  those  which  I  use,  but  what  sort 
of  "spoons"  to  use  and  where  to  get  them  I  do 
not  know.  I  should  want  a  complete  set  of  sizes, 
from  a  quarter  of  an  inch  to  one  inch,  or  even 
more.  I  shall  esteem  it  a  favour  if  one  of  your 
readers  will  reply.— Yours  truly, 

H.  F.  Wbagg. 

p  g_  /je  glue  for  rod-making,  a  little  Venice 

turpentine  added  to  glue  and  boiled  well  will  be 
found^excellent. 

GLUE  FOR  SPLIT-CANE  RODS— FLY 
DRESSING  QUERIES. 
Dear  Sib, — In  answer  to  your  inquiry  on  account 
of  glue  for  split-cane  rods,  I  recommend  you  the 
foUowing  recipe :— Take  hot  joiner's  glue  (not  too 
fluid)  and  mix  with  linseed-oil-varmsh  (linseed- 
oil  cooked  with  litharge).  This  glue  stands  the 
pamp  very  well,  but  it  takes  some  days  to  dry.  I 


used  it  for  gluing  cork  plates  round  the  wooden 
liandles  of  two  self-made  whole-cane  rods,  and  am 
very  satisfied  with  the  result. 

Making  my  own  flies,  I  try  to  have  a  perfect 
collection  of  the  necessary  feathers.  Extcacting  a 
list  of  them  from  Major  Fisher's  "  Rod  and  River  " 
and  Mr.  Halford's  '■  Dry-Fly  Entomology,"  I  came 
across  a  number  of  birds,  the  correct  German 
names  of  which  I  am  not  able  to  find  out.  The 
difficulty  is  that  the  dictionary  does  not  give  the 
soientiflc  names. 

I  wou'd  be  very  thankful  if  any  of  the  readers 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  could  give  me  the  scientific 
names  of  the  following  birds  : — Waterhen,  moorhen, 
coot  (I  cannot  make  out  the  difference  between 
the  three),  dotterel  (there  are  several  morinellus), 
tomtit  (four  different  meisen  feed  daily  at  my 
window),  rosy  tern,  sea-swallow,  and  last,  but  not 
least,  the  turako  of  the  famous  Inky  Boy.  I  think 
the  turako  to  be  an  African  bird,  but  there  are 
two — the  blue-green  turako*  {Turacus  Johnstoni) 
and  the  giant  turako  {Corythacola  cristata). — Yours 
truly,  OsKAR  VON  Brabender. 

[I  asked  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall,  who  is  an  ornithologist 
as  well  as  angler,  kindly  to  see  if  he  could  help  our 
correspondent.  He  says: — "  I  do  not  profess  such 
ornithological  knowledge  as  you  credit  me  with. 
I  have  copied  out  the  enclosed  from  Howard 
Saunders'  '  Manual  of  British  Birds '  :  '  Coot  (Fulica 
otra),  waterhen  and  moorhen  (Oallinula  chloropus), 
dotterel  (Endromias  morinellus),  tomtit  or  blue  tit 
(Parus  cenruleu^),  roseate  tern  (Sterna  Dougalli). 
Sea-swallow  is  a  general  unscientific  term  for  all 
members  of  the  tern  family,  though  by  fishermen 
the  Sandwich  tern  is  called  par  excellence  "the 
tern,"  all  other  species  passing  under  the  name  of 
"  sea-swallows."  '  I  know  nothing  about  the  tourako, 
except  that  everyone  seems  to  want  feathers  and 
cannot  get  them.  The  name  '  tomtit '  is  applied 
rather  loosely  to  members  of  the  titmouse  family. 
In  particular,  the  great  tit  (Parus  major)  is  some- 
times so  called.  Its  tail  feathers  make  a  good 
variety  of  wing  for  the  Iron  Blue.  N.B. — The  four 
tits  which  your  correspondent  sees  daily  are  pro- 
bably— Great  tit  (Parus  major),  blue  tit  (Parus 
cccruleus),  coal  tit  (Parus  ater),  marsh  tit  (Parus 
palustris)."   I  am  much  obliged  to  him  for  it. — Ed.] 


QUIET  PLACE  IN  DEVON  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you  or 
any  of  your  correspondents  would  kindly  tell  me  of 
any  quiet  place  in  Devon  (on  the  sea)  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  which  I  could  get  some  trouting  in 
March.  I  should  prefer  some  place  within  half  an 
hour's  train  journey  of  a  Roman  Catholic  church,  if 
possible.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation, — Yours 
truly;  R-  H.  G. 

AUTHOR  OF  "BIRKHILL." 
Dear  Sib, — In  reply  to  inquiry  as  to  author  of 
"  Birkhill,"  the  book  was  written  by  Charles  R.  B. 
McGilchriit.— Yours  truly, 

•  J.  Montgomery,  Jun. 

[Much  obliged  to  Mr.  Montgomery. — Ed.] 


DACE  FLY-FISHING  QUERY. 
t^Deab  Sir, — I  want  to  ask  you  which  you  con- 
sider the  better  method  for  dace  fishing — wet  or 
dry  fly  ?  If  the  dry-fly,  then  I  suppose  the  rule  of 
fishing  with  one  fly  at  a  time  still  holds  good  ?— 
Thanking  you  prospectively,  I  am.  Sir, 

SoLEiL  d'Or. 

[I  much  prefer  dry-fly  Ashing  with  a  small  single 
fly  touched  with  paraffin  to  float  it.  Where  dace 
are  plentiful  it  is  very  good  sport,  as  they  are  so 
quick. — Ed.] 

FISHING  IN  NORTHUMBERLAND. 
Dear  Sir, — From  time  to  time  we  have  had 
accounts  in  your  columns  of  the  possibilities  of 
Wooler,  Northumberland,  as  a  fishing  centre,  and 
I  can  only  say,  in  common  with  your  other  corre- 
spondents, that  I  found  it  most  excellent.  The  Till 
is  a  nice  river  to  fish,  and  it  swarms  with  grayling. 
I  was  in  Wooler  last  November,  and  had  most 
enjoyable  sport,  and,  strange  to  say,  I  only  caught 
a  single  unsizeable  fish.  A  gentleman,  who  was 
staying  in  the  hotel,  writes  me  that  his  baskets 
went  from  101b.  to  121b.  a  day  from  the  Till,  and 
that  in  four  days  fishing  the  Glen— a  tributary- 
he  got  191b.,  19lb.,  141b.,  and  201b.  of  grayling.  I 
do  not  weigh  my  baskets,  but  know  I  was  very 
pleased  to  rest  my  shoulders  pretty  frequently. 

*  It  must  be  Turacus  Johnstowi,  which  is  green 
and  dark  blue,  with  some  lovely  crimson  wing 
feathers.  The  whole  length  of  the  bird  from  beak 
to  end  of  tail  is  little  over  a  foot  or  )5in. — Ed.  ^ 


As  to  bait,  1  found  the  red  worm  far  better  than 
gentles.  But  there  are  other  than  game  fish  in  the 
Till.  There  are  a  few  pike  at  Wooler  itself,  but 
lower  down,  near  Etal,  there  are  plenty,  and  good 
ones,  too.  I  feel  sure  the  possibilities  of  this  river 
in  the  coarse  fish  line  are  not  known,  since  the 
inhabitants  do  not  bother  to  fish  for  other  than 
game  fish.  I  know  there  are  are  perch  there,  and 
was  told  in  a  pitying  manner  of  a  deluded  visitor 
who  wasted  time  in  fishing  for  them.  He  got, 
amongst  others,  one  of  Sjlb.,  but  its  weight  to 
my  informant  seemed  no  excuse  for  its  captor's 
eccentricity.  They  say  there  are  roach,  but  from 
description  I  do  not  feel  too  certain  that  they  are 
not  chub.  • 

The  hotels  at  Wooler  are  all  in  one  hand,  and  a 
good  hand,  too,  judging  from  the  way  I  was  catered 
for.  Personally,  I  stayed  at  the  Cottage  Hotel. 
The  country  is  a  most  beautiful  one,  and  the  roads 
excellent  for  cycling,  and  places  of  historical 
interest  abound.  The  Cheviot  Hills,  at  the  foot 
of  which  Wooler  is  situate,  are  very  wild  and 
awe-inspiring,  and  nearly  every  one  is  crowned  by 
prehistoric  fortifications.  There  is  a  nice  little 
nine-hole  golf  link  also,  so,  if  the  Till  is  not  in 
order,  there  are  plenty  of  other  amusements  to 
occupy  one's  time.  I  am  most  grateful  to  the 
correspondent  who  first  wrote  about  Wooler  in 
the  Fiifiing  Gazette,  and  mean  to  go  there  again. 
— Yours  truly.  Double  T. 


DAPPING  ON  THE  IRISH  LAKES. 

Dear  Sir,^ — What  chance  will  the  "  local  "  have  in 
competing  with  such  an  artist  as  your  correspon- 
dent "  J.  A.  D."  has  become  at  dapping,  and  only 
two  seasons  at  it.  Some  of  the  "natives"  to 
whom  I  showed  "J.  A.  D.'s"  sporting  article  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  smiled,  and  said,  "  'J.  A.  D.'  has  a 
few  tips  to  learn  yet,  even  though  he  may  have  a 
few  of  the  big  trout  marked  down  for  ne.xt  season." 
One  old  fisherman  says  "J.  A.  D."  must  learn  not 
to  say  good-bye  to  seven -pounders  even  if  they  get 
under  the  boat,  and  also  that  he  must  learn  to  not 
let  the  wind  out  of  a  spent  gnat.  Then  he  has  to 
learn  that  the  fish  will  take  the  artificial  fly  even 
though  the  water  is  covered  with  May  Fly,  and 
even  on  the  best  dapping  days.  During  thirty-five 
years'  experience  of  Lough  Arrow  I  have  always 
found  the  artificial  fly  help  my  creel  during  the 
dapping  season. 

"  J.  A.  D.  "  deserves,  and  has,  the  best  thanks  of 
all  our  local  fishermen  for  his  kind  remarks  that 
they  prefer  tea  to  "  grog,"  and  the  natives  assure 
him  that  himself  and  his  friend  B.  will  get  a  hearty 
welcome  next  time  thev  come  to  Arrow,  and  should 
the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  stick  to  his  gun 
"or  rod  "  and  come  for  a  week's  dapping  when  he 
gets  the  tip  from  a  "native,"  he  might  possibly 
return  to  St.  Duiistan's  with  the  "horrible  fas- 
cination "  strong  upon  him,  or  in  any  case  satisfied 
with  the  Irish  welcome  he  would  meet  with  on 
Lough  Arrow. — Yours  truly,  G.  A. 

P.S. — "J.  A.  D."  will  be  pleased  to  hear  we  have 
£60  odd  to  expend  this  season  on  Arrow  ;  also  that 
we  are  commencing  operations  with  the  nets  on 
the  pike,  which  we  hope  to  considerably  reduce  in 
numbers;  and  that  of  a  record  kept  by  a  few 
gentlemen  last  season  the  average  weight  of  one 
thousand  fish  killed  was  2-971b. 


WINTER  PIKE-FISHING  IN  SCOTCH  LOCHS. 

Dear  Sir, — ^We  will  be  glad  if,  through  the  me- 
dium of  your  valuable  paper,  some  of  your  readers 
can  give  us  information  as  to  the  best  means  of 
fishing  for  pike  in  wintertime  in  Scotch  lochs.  Wo 
read  of  great  catches  in  rhid-winter,  but  that  has  not 
been  the  success  of  any  here  in  Bute.  We  fish 
natural  and  spoon  baits  from  bank  and  boat.  Our 
metal  lures,  in  copper,  brass,  and  silver,  are  home- 
made, and  most  deadly  in  summertime.  We  have  a 
difficulty  in  procuring  live-bait,  and  will  be  glad  if 
any  reader  can  put  us  on  to  successful  artificial  lure 
for  winter  use. — Yours  truly. 

The  Three  Spoons. 


FISHING  IN  NORWAY  IN  JULY 
OR  AUGUST. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  or  any 
of  your  readers  will  tell  me  where  good  trout-fishing 
may  be  obtained  in  Norway  in  Jyily  or  August,  i 
should  appreciate  any  information  as  to  route, 
hotels,  etc.,  and  should  like  to  be  somewhere  where 
o-ood  excursions  to  points  of  interest  could  be  made. 
I  believe  trout-fishing  is  mostly  free  in  Norway.  Is 
good  trout-fishing  to  be  Jiad  from  Zaerdal  or 
between  Voss  and  Stalheim  ?— Yours  truly, 

Robert  Pease. 

{Several  letters  cure  held  over.) 


February  22,  1908 


THE  FISHINa  GAZETTE 


127 


NOTICES. 


[For  List  of  Contents,  see  page  133.] 

The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  the  Railway  Bookstalls  of  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith 
and  Sou  and  Messrs.  Wyman  and  Sons,  and  of  the  principal 
Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and  the 
Provinces. 

In  Scotland  the  Fishing  Gazette  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs. 
Menzies  and  Mr.  R.  Graham's  principal  Bookstalls  and  of 
the  chief  Newsagents.  Where  not  regularly  on  sale,  the 
paper  can  always  be  had  to  order. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  R.  B.  Makston,  Editor  of  the  FlSHUlQ  GAZETTE, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Conespondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  neces- 
sarily as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of 
good  faith.  IFnless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will 
be  taken  of  such  communications. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not  later  than  Wed- 
nesday evening's  post.  Advertisements  must  arrive  not 
later  than  two  o'clock  on  Wednesdays,  addressed,  "Ad- 
vertisement Manager." 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps 
to  The  Fishing  Gazette,  Loiited,  St.  Dunstan's  House, 
Fetter  Lane,  Loudon,  to  whom  all  money  payments  should 
be  made. 

For  one  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland   10s.  Crf. 

Six  months  ditto        ditto    ^s.  id. 

Three  months        ditto        ditto    2s.  8d. 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage   12s.  Gd. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page  £7  7  0 

Half  Page    3  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2  2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 

Small  advertisements  5s.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols  to 
page). 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address—"  FISHIJIfa- 
GAZETTE,  London." 

Telephone,  No.  5242  Holborn. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Death  of  Mr.  Heck,  of  Diekirch. 

Many  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  who  have 
■visited  Diekirch  in  the  Ardennes  will  read  with 
regret  the  following  note  from  Mr.  M.  Burnett,  of 
the  Fly-Fishers'  Club  :— 

"Brussels,  Feb.  17. 
"  Dear  Sir, — It  will,  I  know,  interest  and  grieve 
sundry  of  your  readers  to  learn  that  dear  Alexis 
Heck,  proprietor  of  the  Hotel  des  Ardennes, 
Diekirch,  Gr.  Duchy  of  Luxemboui-g,  was  laid 
to  his  rest  on  Feb.  8.  Although  unwell  myself, 
I  managed  to  be  present  at  his  funeral,  which  was 
largely  attended  from  far  and  wide.  In  him  a 
keen  angler,  a  charming  host,  and  a  staunch  friend 
has  passed  from  among  us.  I  feel  sure  that  he 
has  not  left  a  soul  behind  him  who  did  not  love 
him  in  gi-eater  or  lesser  degree  according  as  they 
knew  him  more  or  less  intimately.  His  death  is  a 
great  loss,  not  only  to  his  friends,  but  to  the 
district  which  owed  so  much  of  its  prosperity  to 
him." 


Do  not  keep  your  Silkworm  Gut  in  Chamois 
Leather. 

Mr.  Cyril  Davenport  is  an  expert  on  leather,  and 
in  his  very  interesting  new  work  on  "  The  Book  : 
Its  History  and  Development,"  he  gives  a  hint 
which  anglers  may  note  with  advantage,  though  it 
is  not  intended  for  them.  The  so-called  "chamois" 
leather  of  commerce  is  really  sheepskin,  or,  rather, 
the  split  part  of  a  skin  of  which  the  other  part  is 
called  "  skiver."  Mr.  Davenport  says  :  "  Although 
chamois  is  not  used  for  actual  bindings,  it  is  often 
enough  made  into  linings  for  loose  covers  of  fine 
books.  It  does  well  for  this  purpose,  but  must  he 
hept  in  a  very  dry  place,  as  it  has  a  certain  affi- 
nity for  damp."  Damp  is  fatal  to  the  strength  of 
silkworm  gut.     Mr.  W.  J.  Cummins,  of  Bishop 


Auckland,  is,  I  believe,  about  to  bring  out  a  very 
handy  and  perfect  holder  for  securing  gut  from  the 
effects  of  damp,  light,  and  dust. 

Good  Run  of  Salmon  into  the  Tay— Early  Trout 

Writing  to  me  on  Feb.  14,  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch, 
of  Perth,  says  : — 

"  We  had  a  fine  run  of  fish  yesterday.  The  nets 
got  forty  and  fifty  at  each  station  for  one  tide.  The 
weather  is  like  summer.  I  was  inspecting  some 
lochs  and  rivers  on  the  west  coast  this  week  and  saw 
trout  out  feeding  already;  this  is  most  unusual." 


Messrs.  S.  Allcock  and  Company's  Annual 
Trade  Exhibit. 

"  Dear  Sir, — We  have  pleasure  in  informing 
you  that  our  Fourth  Annual  Trade  Exhibition  of 
Rods,  Reels,  Lines,  and  General  Fishing  Tackle, 
including  all  Novelties  for  season  1908,  will  this 
year  be  opened  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  25.  Excellent 
premises  for  the  purpose  have  been  secured  in 
offices— 25,  26,  and  27  (second  floor),  Cecil  House, 
Holborn  Viaduct — within  a  few  yards  of  those 
occupied  by  us  last  year,  and  no  pains  have  been 
spared  to  render  this  show  the  most  attractive  and 
comprehensive  of  the  series.— Yours  faithfully, 
"  S.  Allcock  and  Co.,  Ltd." 


Some  Useful  Information  about  Illegal  Capture 
and  Sale  of  Fish. 

Mr.  J.  Wrench  Towse  has  kindly  given  the 
answers  to  the  following  questions  which  were 
sent  to  me  by  a  correspondent.  I  think  the 
information  will  be  useful : — 

Can  anyone  institute  a  prosecution  for  breach  of 
close  time  laws  ? 

As  a  rule,  the  proceedings  are  instituted  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  fishery  district ;  if  no  district  hoard, 
by  the  police  or  any  other  person. 

If  so,  how  ? 

Within  six  months  after  the  covimission  of  the 
offence,  before  a  court  of  summary  jurisdiction. 
Who  sentences  the  delinquent  ? 
A  justice  of  the  peace. 
Does  he  have  to  appear  in  person  ? 
Yes. 

What  becomes  of  money  paid  as  fines  '> 
It  goes  to  the  district  hoard ;  if  no  hoard,  to  the 
county. 

If  he  cannot  pay,  what  is  done  ? 

Sentenced  to  so  many  days  of  imprisonment  [in 
default  of  a  distress). 

Are  any  awards  made  out  of  fines  to  those 
effecting  capture  ? 

As  a  rule,  no,  but  it  is  open  for  such  an  order 
to  be  made  by  the  magistrate. 

What  becomes  of  the  fish  seized  ? 

Forfeited  under  the  Act  to  thepiarty  complaining. 

Is  a  man  fined  twice — that  is,  for  catching  fish 
illegally  and  for  selling  them  illegally,  and  what 
becomes  of  the  fish  found  on  him  ? 

Being  separate  offences  under  the  Act,  and 
separate  summonses  being  Served  on  a  defendant, 
the  justices  have  power  to  inflict  a  penalty  for 
each  offence. 

What  are  the  penalties  for  taking  salmon  out  of 
season  ? 

Not  exceeding  £5  for  each  offence,  and  £1  in 
respect  of  each  fish. 

What  are  the  penalties  for  taking  trout  and 
other  fish  out  of  season  ? 

Migratory  trout  come  under  the  definition  of 
salmon.  Fresh-water  trout,  not  exceeding  40s.  for 
offence,  and  for  any  fresh-water  fish. 

How  is  the  person  punished  who  packs  up  out 
of  season  fish  and  conveys  them  for  the  seller  ? 

If  done  with  a  guilty  knowledge,  can  he  prose- 
cuted same  as  seller. 

When  "  Greenwell's  Glory  "  was  Invented. 

The  late  Wm.  Henderson  in  his  very  interesting 
book,  "My  Life  as  an  Angler,"  writing  of  the 
month  of  May,  1854,  says  : — 

"  Mr.  William Grewiwell  (now  Canon  Greenwell. — 
E.  B.  M.)  and  James  Wright  made  some  memorable 
days'  fishing  on  Reddon  Haugh.  Morning  after 
morning  they  were  to  be  seen  wading  deep  in  the 
wide  quiet  dub  above  the  stream  called  '  Brose.' 
Happily  for  them,  each  morning  a  breeze  blew 
from  the  east,  rufSing  the  surface  of  the  water, 
and  so  causing  their  flies  to  hang  leisurely  over  the 
fish.    This  circumstance,  aided  by  lines  cast  far  off 


and  fine,  enabled  them  every  evening  to  show 
bumper  creels,  the  remembrance  of  which  still 
lingers  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sprouston.  The 
work  was  chiefly  done  with  flies  dressed  of  feathers 
taken  from  the  blackbird's  wing,  the  bodies  being 
formed  of  coch-y-bonddhu  hackles.  So  deadly  did 
these  flies  prove  that  they  have  been  awarded  the 
commemorative  title  of  '  Greenwell's  Glory.'  In 
spring  and  early  summer  I  invariably  use  one  on 
my  cast  of  flies,  and  with  the  exception  of  the 
March  Brown  I  have  found  none  more  successfoL" 


Weight  for  given  Length. 

In  reprinting  the  scale  of  weights  of  salmon  of 
different  lengths  I  ought  to  have  also  said  that  it 
is  based  on  a  36in.  fish  weighing  201b. 

More  about  Mr.  Angerson's  Pike. 

I  am  requested  to  ask  Mr.  Angerson  if  the  fine 
pike  which  gave  him  that  eighty  minutes'  good 
sport  on  Nov.  19  last  is  not  the  same  fish  which 

.  gave  such  good  sport  also  to  Mr.  .7.  A.  Swann  in 
Cambridgeshire  about  twenty-two  years  ago,  when 
its  weight  was  321b.  Two  pounds  is  not  much  for 
a  pike  to  grow  in  that  time.  Mr.  Swann  was 
living,  I  am  told,  at  the  Montpelier  Hotel,  Bristol, 
at  the   time,  which  doubtless  accounts  for  the 

■reported  recapture  of  the  fish  in  that  district. 


Trout  Fly-Fishing  on  the  Kennet,  Dun,  and 
Lamboume. 

The  proprietors  of  the  Kennet  Valley  Fisheries, 
Hungerford,  are  advertising  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
rods  to  let  on  the  rivers  mentioned.  I  am  sure 
that  they  are  well  worth  the  attention  of  those 
looking  out  for  rods  for  the  season  at  from  fifteen 
to  twenty-five  guineas.  The  water  is  easily  reached 
from  London,  and  is  stocked  by  the  Kennet  Valley 
Fisheries  Co.  The  number  of  rods  is  kept  as  low 
as  possible.  Capt.  Morse,  Riverside,  Hungerford, 
is  always  ready  to  give  any  information  to  inquirers. 


Lengths  and  Weights  of  Sixteen  Namsen  Salmon, 

Mr.  Thomas  Taylor,  of  Chipchase  Castle,  kindly 
sends  me  the  following  note : — 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  send  you  herewith  a 
record  of  a  few  fish  measiu-ed  and  weighed  by  me. 
I  killed  them  in  Norway,  on  the  Namsen,  between 
the  years  1874  and  1879  inclusive.  Some  of  them 
are  very  near  your  Fishing  Gazette  scale. 


Length 

Weight 

Length 

Weight 

in. 

lb. 

in. 

lb. 

48 

40i 

27 

47 

42i 

38i 

24 

m 

40 

38 

24 

43i 

35J 

37 

22 

43^^ 

33^ 

36^ 

22 

44" 

33 

33i 

19 

4H  - 
45r  .. 

32 

34 

17 

31 

23t 

5i 

41 

27 

*  Very  poor  fish.  f  GrUse. 


"  The  fish  of  455in.  and  31  lb.  had  been  badly 
bitten|by  a  seal,  and  was  in  poor  condition,  while 
the  fish  of  SSsin.  and  191b.  was,  as  you  may 
imagine,  a  marvel  of  condition." 


The  Originator  of  the  Church  National  Schools 
was  an  Angler. 

I  have  occasionally  for  many  years  past  bought 
some  old  angling  books  from  Mr.  H.  W.  Ball,  of 
Barton-on-Humber.  In  sending  a  bill  for  one  the 
other  daj'  he  said  : — 

"  Glad  once  more  to  hear  from  you.  I  may 
add  that  in  my  younger  days  I  suffered  from 
'  angle-mania '  badly.  I  was  up  at  dayhght  and 
walked  four  miles  to  the;  Ancholme  ;  back  again 
at  eight  to  breakfast  and  '  the  collar.'  Often  found 
Mr.  Wilderspin  by  the  riverside.  You  will  re- 
member he  was  the  real  originator  of  the  Church 
National  Schools.  He  lived  here  for  some  years 
and  started  the  schools.  He  was  a  little,  peppery 
man,  and  looked  rather  grotesque  on  an  exception- 
ally big  horse  he  sometimes  rode." 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  the  big  idea  behind  the 
little  modest  buildings  which  anglers  see  in  English 
villages  all  over  the  coimtry  originated  in  the 
mind  of  an  angler.  There  was  good  in  it  for 
millions  of  young  souls. 
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The  Roach  "on"  at  Hampton-on-Thames. 

Mr.  E.  Lock,  the  professional  fisherman,  who 
lives  near  the  Ferry  at  Hampton,  tells  me  that 
the  roach  have  been  well  on  lately,  several  good 
takes  of  from  151b.  to  251b.  having  been  made, 
and  a  7  Jib.  barbel  on  Feb.  9. 


Imperial  Sports  Club. 

Many  additions  have  been  made  to  the  member- 
ship roll  of  the  Imperial  Sports  Club  during  the 
past  week,  among  them  being  the  Duke  of  Rutland, 
"Viscount  Campden,  Lord  Templemore,  Sir  Douglas 
Straight,  Sir  William  H.  Bennett,  Sir  Edward 
Stewart  Richardson,  and  Rear-Admiral  Brand. 


Pike  with  a  Curious  Retrousse  Snout 

Mr.  W.  F.  Homer,  angler,  fishing-tackle  maker, 
and  specialist  in  fish  mounting,  of  105,  Wood- 
grange-road,  Forest  Gate,  London,  E.,  has  had 
another  pike  sent  to  him  to  be  set  up  similar  to 
one  he  described  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  about  two 
years  ago.  It.  will  be  seen  from  the  block  that 
these  fish  have  the  jaw  cocked  up  in  a  curious  way. 

I  have  asked  Mr.  Homer  kindly  to  lend  me  the 
block  again.    He  says  : — 

"  Deak  Mr.  Marston, — You  will  perhaps  re- 
member some  two  years  ago  I  sent  a  photo  block 
of  a  141b.  pike  with  a  turned-up  snout  (I  enclose 
print).    I  have  another  one  exactly  the  same  of 

II  lb.  just  to  hand.  Perhaps  some  of  your  readers 
who  fish  the  Walthamstow  Reservoirs  could  en- 
lighten us  with  regard  to  this  interesting  deformity. 


from  it,  and  which  can  be  pushed  through  a  rubber 
ring  encircling  the  rod  between  the  hand  and  the 
reel,  can  be  easily  adjusted  to  take  most  of  the 
weight  of  a  heavy  long  rod  off  the  fatigued  hand 
and  arm  on  a  hard  day,  with  great  comfort  to  the 
dapper.  When  a  fish  is  hooked  the  thing  can  be 
disengaged  in  a  moment,  and  thrown  over  the 
shoulder  till  the  fish  is  killed. 

The  dapping  rod  will  always  be  more  or  less  a 
difficulty.  No  one  rod  is  exactly  suitable  for  all 
weathers,  while  the  dapping  rod  proper  I  have 
heard  well  described  as  a  wasteful  weapon,  for 
when  the  dapping  is  done  with  it  lies  idly  on  hand, 
fit  for  nothing  else.  Some  affect  an  ordinary  trout 
rod  with  an  adjustable  butt,  four  or  five  feet  long, 
for  light  days  ;  while  the  present  writer  found  his 
thirteen-foot  salmon  trolling  rod,  when  fitted  with 
a  top  which  made  it  about  fifteen  feet,  just  the 
thing.  But  for  some  time  now  dapping  has  been 
abandoned  with  us  for  the  dry-fly.  The  conditions 
on  our  large  lake  waters,  however,  impart  a  touch 
of  speciality  to  dry-fly  work  in  the  dapping  season, 
and  a  brief  word  or  two  on  the  subject  may  not 
perhaps  be  here  out  of  place.  On  a  lake  where  trout 
rise  at  all  freely  at  the  May  Fly  sport  with  the  floater 
is  assured,  but  then  they  never  do  seem  to  rise 
freely  at  it,  and  never  rise  at  all  at  anything  else. 
Nor  is  it  easy  to  mark  them  down,  or  even  see 
them  rise,  on  fresh  days,  except  when  they  show 
within  a  cast  or  so  of  the  boat,  for  our  lake  trout 
are  not  generally  given  to  be  too  demonstrative 
when  feeding,  while  on  calm  days  they  seldom  rise 
at  all.  To  move  six  fish,  and  hook  and  kill  four  of 
them,  is  a  very  fair  day's  dapping  work  for  one  rod. 


and  idyllic,  ami  may  mean  sport,  for  at  such  times 
there  is  now  and  then  such  a  rise  as  gladdens  the 
angler's  heart.  This  is  the  only  form  of  dry-fly 
work  on  our  lakes  I  have  gone  in  for  this  last 
season  or  two  ;  but  though  delightful  when  a  rise 
does  come  off,  one  must  not  expect  that  happy 
event  every  time.  On  the  whole,  I  do  but  little  of 
it,  finding  the  local  rivers  a  far  more  certain  thing, 
though  the  trout,  of  course,  are  by  no  means  so 
large.  As  for  the  dry-fly  in  this  country  generally. 
May  Fly  or  other,  we  have  found  it  on  all  waters 
we  have  tried  a  perfect  success. 

Lastly  there  is  the  strike.  No  man  can  touch 
dapping  without  finding  the  striking  question  con- 
fronting him  sooner  or  later,  and  yet  comparatively 
few  men  seem  prepared  to  give  any  very  intelligible 
reason  for  their  particular  method  of  striking, 
though  each  one  probably  strikes  in  one  unvarying 
way,  the  result,  more  or  less,  of  mere  chance  or 
the  usual  chapter  of  early  accidents.  Now,  holding 
that  when  a  trout  rises  and  the  fly  disappears— the 
necessary  conditions  of  a  true  rise — the  hook  is  in 
the  fish's  mouth,  and  the  mouth  then  closed  on  it, 
we  say :  Always  strike  at  once.  Striliing,  in  fact, 
is  never  sufficiently  prompt,  the  very  laws  of 
mechanics  forbid  it.  To  strike  hard  is  to  deflect 
the  rod  top  considerably  towards  the  water,  and  so 
lose  space  and  time,  as  the  hooking  can  only  take 
place  on  the  recovery  ;  while  to  strike  (?)  slowly  is — 
well — isjto  be  slow.  Pull  away  the  tackle  stealthily 
on  the  instant  sounds  a  little  absurd,  but  we  cannot 
express  our  meaning  better.  In  striking,  with  my- 
self, the  rod  is  not  moved,  but  the  line  is,  with  all 
the  rapidity  I  ican  command,  pulled  in  with  the 


Pike  with  Curious  Turned-up  Snout. 


The  late  Mr.  F.  Burns  assured  me  that  it  was  of 
common  occurrence  in  these  waters.  This  de- 
formity does  not  interfere  with  the  pike's  feeding, 
as  it  shows  a  well  fed  fish  (see  illustration)." 


"Birkhill:  A  Reminiscence." 

Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  writes  on  Feb.  13  :— 

"  Casting  my  eyes  over  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Feb.  8,  I  noticed  your  note  about  '  Birkhill.' 
It  happened  that  I  had  it — from  Douglas  and 
Foules'  library — and  I  liked  it  greatly.  Someone 
has  MTritten  on  the  title-X)age  in  pencil,  underneath, 
'  by  a  Liverpool  merchant  (C.  R.  B.  McGilchrist, 
F. S.A.Scot.).'  I  presume  that  this  will  supply  the 
very  thing  you  wish."  R.  B.  Marston. 


THE 


DAP  AND  THE  DEY-FLY 
ON  IKISH  LAKES. 


"  Lough  Arrow  Dapping,"  by  your  correspon- 
dent "  J.  A.  D.,"  is  an  interesting  and  very 
pleasing  account  of  a  sport  which  not  a  few  of  our 
English  visitors  in  describing  contrive  but  too 
often  to  say  things  which  set  our  Irish  teeth  on 
edge.  But  even  this  gentleman's  rather  uncom- 
promising denunciation  of  our  "jantin'  cayr " 
itself  has  not  a  trace  of  offence  in  it,  and  this  test 
passed  successfully  there  is  no  more  to  be  said. 

Might  I  suggest  that  your  correspondent  will' 
find  that  a  piece  of  tape  or  ribbon  tied  loosely 
around  the  neck  with  a   plain  hook  of  strong  I 
copper  wire  three  or  four  inches  long  depending 


and  to  spot  two,  say,  of  those  before  dapping  them 
is  about  an  average  for  the  day  also  ;  and  the  eye 
of  an  experienced  dapper,  remember,  does  not  let 
much  escape  him  that  happens  within  fairly  close 
range.  This,  I  submit,  does  not  sound  very 
encouraging  for  the  dry-fly  man.  To  sit  pensively 
in  a  drifting  boat  on  Ree,  or  Derg,  or  Erne — the 
only  lakes  of  which  I  have  personal  experience, 
by  the  way — scanning  the  water  hour  after  hour 
in  vain  for  a  rise,  holding  the  ready-oiled  fly 
between  finger  and  thumb  the  while,  is  possible  to 
humanity  perhaps,  but  it  makes  a  cruel  demand 
on  it.  To  cast  all  the  time — fish  the  stream,  I 
think  they  call  it  in  dry-fly  language  beyond — is 
also  possible,  but  distinctly  another  woe ;  while  to 
actually  dap  the  floater  itself  with  long  rod  and 
blow-line  looks  surely  like  the  insanity  of  the 
purist,  though  we  quite  believe  the  day's  basket 
would  not  be  so  very  much  behind  that  got  with 
the  natural  insect  were  one  to  stick  to  it.  In  fine, 
the  dry-fly  man  must  prepare  himself  for  that 
commonest  of  dapper's  experience — passing  hour 
after  hour  without  seeing  a  trout  move,  and  plenty 
of  it,  and  if  not  prepared  for  this  we  really  think 
he  had  better  stop  away.  Then  there  is,  of  course, 
the  calm  evening  of  a  fresh  day  on  the  lee  of  some 
wooded  shore,  with  the  Grey  Drake  fluttering  out 
to  stir  up  the  fish,  and  this  is  sometimes  delightful 

"  Wet-Fly  Fishlngr,  Treated  Methodically,"  by  E.  M. 

Tod.  New  Edition.  Illustrated.  "  Written  by  a  fisherman  who 
has  practised  the  art  with  plienomenal  success."— Scoitis/j  Field. 
Can  be  had,  post  free,  for  6.s.  id.  by  sending  crossed  cheque  or 
postal  order  to  the  Manager,  Fishino  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  Iiondon,  B.C. 


left  hand,  which  in  all  surface  fishing  is  invariably 
engaged  with  the  slack.  Thus  one  annihilates 
space  and  time,  so  to  speak.  To  pause  is  to  give 
the  trout  an  opportunity  of  detecting  the  hook,  a 
thing  he  will  obviously  do  in  a  moment  with  such 
a  soft  and  fragile  morsel  as  a  May  Fly ;  and,  indeed, 
were  a  trout  always  on  the  alert  we  should  never 
hook  him  with  either  dry-fly  or  natural  May  Fly  at 
all.  But  a  trout  may  happen  to  see,  and  be  alarmed 
by,  the  action  of  the  instantaneous  and  demonstra- 
tive striker,  and  so  eject  the  fly  in  his  fright,  and 
this  may  possibly  explain  more  than  we  suspect. 
One  conceivable  reason  may  be  given  for  allowing 
time  in  dapping,  the  reason  namely  which  the 
wormer  has  for  doing  the  like— to  allow  the  trout 
to  bare  the  hook-point  by  chewing  up  the  bait 
so  that  the  strike  will  be  effective,  but  the  two 
cases  we  submit  are  totally  different.  So  tough 
and  leathery  is  a  well-sooured  worm,  and  so 
likely  is  it  that  the  fish  will  take  some  little  time 
to  get  the  whole  worm  into  his  mouth,  that  the 
pause  before  striking  quite  justifies  the  incurring 
of  the  inevitable  risk  involved.  But  a  May  Fly 
is  taken  in  one  mouthful,  and  the  body  of  a 
May  Fly  can  offer  no  appreciable  resistance  to 
the  engaging  of  the  hook-point  with  the  trout's 
jaw.  Last  of  all,  the  May  Fly  is  always  fished 
with  the  point  of  the  hook  bare  already  I  Trout 
often  swallow  a  worm,  hook  and  all,  and  so  get 
hooked  in  the  gullet,  but  they  never  get  hooked 
in  the  throat  with  the  May  Fly,  and  for  the 
simple  reason  that  they  always  detect  the  hook 
before  swallowing,  and  so  take  care  it  does  not 
go  down.  But  how  it  is  they  ever  give  us  time 
to  surprise  them  with  it  in  their  foolish  mouths 
is  a  mystery — and  a  mercy.  \  Mona. 


February  22,  1908 


A  FOETHCOMING  FLY  AND  BAIT 
CASTING  TOURNAMENT  IN 
NEW  YORK. 


Therb  is  to  be  held  at  the  Motor  Boat  and 
Sportsman's  Show,  at  Madison  Square  Garden, 
New  York  City,  from  Feb.  20  ta  March  7  next,  a 
"  National  Indoor  Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Tourna- 
ment," which,  in  view  of  the  Tournament  about  to 
be  held  in  this  country  in  July  next,  in  connection 
with  the  Olympic  Games,  is  well  worthy  of  con- 
sideration— and  specially  so  on  account  of  the 
genuine  attempt  which  has  been  made  to  include 
among  the  contests  a  number  which  reproduce,  to 
a  certain  extent,  the  problems  and  difficulties 
which  occur  in  actual  fishing.  In  the  success  of 
this  attempt,  so  far  as  the  programme  goes,  tliis 
American  Tournament  is  ahead  of  any  on  either 
side  of  the  "  big  drink  "  of  which  the  writer  has,  so 
far,  any  knowledge.  There  are  no  less  than 
twenty-nine  events,  and  to  each  an  afternoon  or 
an  evening  is  given  up.  It  would  hardly  be 
possible  to  get  entries  for  events  so  spread  in  this 
country. 

Apart  from  the  usual  championship  events  (which 
are  all  for  distance,  though  they  include  two  single- 
handed  Switch  fly-casting  events,  and  one  limited 
to  rods  not  exceeding  4oz.),  there  are  dry-fly  casting 
for  accuracy  at  buoys  20ft.,  30ft.,  40ft.,  .50ft.,  and 
60ft.  Fly-casting  for  accuracy  at  a  target  under 
a  bush.  Fly-casting  for  distance  under  a  forward 
obstacle  30ft.  away  and  6ft.  above  the  water. 
Fly-casting  for  accuracy  at  targets  40ft.,  50ft.,  and 
60ft.  away,  the  target  having  concentric  rings. 
Ambidextrous  fly  -  casting  for  distance.  Two- 
handed  fly-casting  for  distance  with  a  grilse-rod 
not  exceeding  13ft.  Single-handed  bait-casting 
for  distance  with  a  fly-rod  and  Joz.  weight.  Bait- 
casting  for  distance  under  a  forward  obstacle  30ft. 
away  and  15ft.  above  the  water  with  a  5OZ.  bait 
and  a  free  reel.  Bait-casting  for  accuracy  at 
targets  60ft.,  80ft.,  and  100ft.  away  with  a  ioz. 
bait  and  a  free  reel.  Another  similar  event,  but 
for  long  distance  accuracy  at  targets  100ft.,  125ft., 
and  150ft.  away.  Ambidextrous  bait-casting  for 
accuracy  at  targets  60ft.,  80ffc.,  and  lOOtt.  away. 
Bait -casting  for  accuracy  at  same  targets  with  a 
Joz.  weight  and  a  free  reel,  and  a  Miss  and  Out 
bait-casting  contest  with  a  Joz.  weight  and  free 
reel  at  a  target  75ft.  away,  the  casters  each  taking 
a  cast  in  turn,  and  the  first  miss  putting  him  out 
of  the  contest. 

In  the  regulations  for  the  single-handed  bait- 
casting  for  distance  with  fly-rod  and  ioz.  weight, 
it  is  provided  that  the  cast  must  be  made  with 
slack  line  and  not  from  the  reel,  and  the  weight 
must  touch  the  water  in  the  back  cast  and  be 
raised  therefrom  for  each  forward  cast.  If  the 
regulation  had  been  that  the  weight  must  not 
touch  the  water  on  the  back  cast  it  would  have 
been  more  readily  understandable  over  here.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  in  any  future  tournaments  held 
on  this  side  the  rules  will  disqualify  every  cast 
which  does  touch  earth  or  water  on  the  back  cast. 
Again,  one  would  like  to  see  all  casts  disqualified 
which  fall  with  such  violence  or  clumsiness  as  not 
to  constitute  fair  fishing  casts.  It  might  reduce 
records,  but  it  would  make  such  records  as  were 
achieved  a  far  more  genuine  test  of  skill.  There 
is,  however,  no  provision  of  this  sort  in  the  rules 
for  this  competition,  nor  is  any  distinction  made 
between  amateur  and  professional. 

Val  Conson. 


IS  JT  THE  RECORD  AUSTRALIAN 
EEL? 


Mr.  E.  J.  McArthur,  of  Waverley,  Sydney, 
N.S.W.,  very  kindly  sends  me  the  following  inter- 
esting extracts  from  a  local  paper  referring  to  a 
251b.  fresh-water  eel  caught  in  a  fresh-water  pond. 
I  quite  agree  with  the  writer  of  the  account  that 
it  is  a  wonder  as  children  bathed  in  the  pond  that 
none  of  them  were  attacked — such  a  fish  could 
easily  kill  a  child  by  seizing  it  and  drawing  it 
under  water.  My  late  friend  Dr.  Francis  Day 
was  much  interested  in  the  mysteries  attaching 
to  eel  life ;  a  good  deal  has  been  dispelled  since  he 
died.  He  records  reputed  fresh-water  eels  caught 
in  this  country  up  to  101b.,  and  one  of  nearly  six 
feet  and  361b.  weight  caught  at  Downham ;  but, 
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as  he  said,  "  many  of  the  largest  recorded  examples 
are  probably  congers." — R.  B.  M. 

An  Enobmous  Eei,  Caught  at  Glauesville — 
Lakoest  on  Record. 
While  cleaning  out  the  pond  at  tho  Gladesville 
Hospital  for  the  Insane,  Parramatta  river,  situated 
near  the  old  gasworks  in  the  hospital  grounds,  the 
workers  discovered  an  immense  eel.  Tho  fish  was 
immediately  despatched  by  mean^  of  a  rake,  and 
Mr.  A.  Lewis,  the  superintendent  of  the  institution, 
forwarded  it  to  the  Fisheries  Department  at  the 
Domain  in  Sydney,  in  the  museum  of  which  the 
skin  i?  now  hanging,  awaiting  treatment  for  record 
purposes 

The  board's  naturalist  (Mr.  D.  G.  Stead)  states 
that  the  eel  is  of  the  variety  known  as  Anguilla 
reinharddi,  or  common  eel.  It  is  by  far  the  largest 
ever  caught,  measuring  4ft.  4in.  in  length  and  15in. 
in  girth  at  the  pectoral  fin,  the  weight  being  25Ib. 
net. 

It  is  generally  thought  among  those  who  do  not 
study  history  and  zoology  that  the  eel  is  not  a 
scaled  fish,  an  erroneous  impression,  which  has 
become  popular  owing  to  the  fact  that  when  caught 
nothing;  is  seen  but  the  slime,  the  scales  of  small 
and  medium  eels  being  very  minute. 

This  particular  specimen,  however,  has  developed 
scales  of  considerable  size,  which  may  be  seen  and 
felt.  It  is  probable  that  it  is  the  largest  fresh- 
water eel  noted  in  the  world's  records. 

It  is  thought  that  it  travelled  in  the  customary 
way  from  Tarban  Creek  to  the  pond,  and  as  to  its 
age  it  is  difficult  to  estimate  it.  Various  suggestions 
have  been  made,  and  it  may  be  that  the  fish  is 
fifteen,  twenty,  or  even  thirty  years  old. 

It  is  rather  strange  that  the  existence  of  the  eel 
in  the  pond  had  never  been  suspected,  because 
children  have  been  in  the  habit  of  bathing  there, 
and  it  is  a  known  fact  that  very  large  eels  are 
savage,  and  willing  to  put  up  a  good  fight  against 
humanity.  The  size  of  the  fish's  mouth  indicates 
that  if  it  had  attacked  one  of  the  youngsters  it 
might,  if  it  had  felt  so  disposed,  have  inflicted 
wounds  of  a  serious  nature. 

Some  time  ago  a  number  of  ducks  were  missed  at 
different  dates.  These  birds  used  to,  swim  in  the 
pond,  and,  of  course,  it  was  suspected  that  they 
had  been  stolen  by  liuman  beings.  The  suggestion 
is  now  made  that  this  great  eel  had  made  a  change 
in  its  diet  when  particularly  hungry,  and  enjoyed  a 
duck  for  dinner  without  the  green  peas. 

Big  Eels. 

The  recent  capture  of  a  large  eel  at  Gladesville 
has  led  to  much  discussion  as  to  the  size  attained 
by  fresh-water  eels.  Mr.  D.  G.  Stead,  naturalist  to 
the  N  S.W.  Fisheries  Board,  on  being  interviewed 
by  a  representative  of  the  Evening  News  respecting 
this  matter,  s^aid :  "  It  is  not  at  all  improbable  that 
eels  as  large  as  the  one  recently  found  at  Glades- 
ville may  be  found  at  very  rare  intervals  ;  but,  as 
far  as  I  am  aware,  there  is  no  authentic  record  of 
such  a  capture.  Notwithstanding  this,  as  fish 
appear  to  go  on  growing  indefinitely,  we  may  expect 
some  day  to  hear  of  one  still  larger.  In  Australia 
an  eel  of  101b.  or  111b.  is  a  'boomer.'  At  the 
present  time,  if  an  eel  of  81b.  or  91b.  in  weight  is 
captured  in  British  waters  it  is  considered 
to  be  of  exceptional  size,  and  goes  the  round 
of  all  the  newspapers — 'fishing  or  otherwise'— 
in  a  very  short  space  of  time.  The  old  authority, 
Frank  BucUland,  after  quoting  from  the  pages  of 
Land  and  Water  a  list  of  captures  of  large  eels  (in 
Great  Britain)  running  from  4T}lb.  up  to  91b.,  states 
the  largest  specimen  he  ever  examined  was  one 
taken  from  the  River  Mole  in  1878,  and  which 
weighed  just  upon  101b.  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  F.R.S., 
writing  in  1 904  says  '  an  eal  of  31b.  is  a  large  one, 
but  they  are  taken  sometimes  considerably  heavier 
than  that.'  William  Yarrell  in  1844  stated  that 
he  had  seen  at  Cambridge  '  the  preserved  skins '  of 
two  eels  taken  on  draining  a  fen-dyke  at  Wisbeach. 
One  of  these,  he  was  told,  had  weighed  231b.,  and 
the  other  271b.  In  America,  Dr.  Bean  records  a 
16|lb.  eel  from  Long  Island  as  a  record.  There  are 
eels  and  eels  of  course  ;  but  by  that  name  we  under- 
stand— unless  otherwise  stated — the  common  fresh- 
water eel.  In  the  sea  there  are  great  '  congers,' 
reaching  a  weight  of  over  1201b.  and  a  length  of 
9ft.  to  10ft." 

Mr.  L.  M'Kenzie  writes : — "  The  monster  eel  caught 
at  Gladesville  certainly  does  not  constitute  a  'world's 
record,'  for  1  remember  in  1882  there  were  four 
enormous  eels  caught  in  the  mud  flats  of  the 
Waitoa  river.  Upper.  Thames  Valley,  forty  miles 
from  the  sea,  in  one  night  by  some  Maoris,  one,  the 
largest,  being  so  long  that  when  the  native,  a  man 
of  nearly  6ft.,  carried  it  across  his  shoulders,  the 
head  and  tail  almost  touched  the  ground  on  either 
side.  A  portion,  cut  from  the  rib  part  of  the  fish, 
the  size  and  shape  of  a  saddle  of  lamb,  was  placed 
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on  the  table  of  J.  Cuff,  barrister  and  8olicitf)r.  Te 
Aroha  (my  father)  and  the  family,  inchiding  myself, 
partook  of  it.  I  am  unable  to  give  the  weight,  but 
it  was  a  common  topic  of  conversation  in  the  dis- 
trict at  th.it  time,  and  many,  no  doubt,  will  remem- 
ber the  incident.  The  Maoris  said  it  was  by  no 
means  tho  first  time  a  'tuna  nui '  (big  eel)  had 
been  caught  in  those  mud  flats. " 

Enormous  Eels. 

Mr.  Fred  James,  of  Darlinghurst,  writes  : — "  The 
monster  eel  killed  at  Gladesville,  weight  251b.,  as 
reported  in  the  Evening  News,  may  not  constitute 
a  record.  In  the  Hunter  river,  at  Muswellbrook, 
some  years  ago,  an  eel  was  captured  in  a  fiih  trap, 
weight  (I  think),  271b.  It  was  sold  in  the  first 
instance  to  Mr.  G.  Hayne,  who  resold  it  to  a  friend, 
its  value  simply  being  the  record  weight.  Will 
some  Muswellbrook  resident  kindly  contradict  or 
confirm  the  statement  ?  " 

Mr.  M.  J.  Conlon  writes: — "In  your  account  of 
the  large  eel  caught  at  Gladesvills,  it  is  stated  by 
Mr.  D.  G.  Stead  to  be  the  largest  fresh-water  eel 
ever  caught  in  the  world.  This  is  not  so,  as,  in  my 
writings  of  'Old  Sydney,*  published  in  the  Free- 
man's Journal  last  year,  Aug.  8,  I  wrote  of  one  eel 
that  was  caught  in  Cooper's  Dam  that  existed  where 
Blackfriars,  off  George  Street  West,  is  now,  which 
weighed  28Jlb.,  caught  by  a  man  named  Pamment, 
who  resided  in  a  little  cottage  beside  the  dam,  which 
was  a  large  reservoir  built  by  the  late  Robert  Cooper, 
one  of  Sydney's  pioneers.  The  dam  supplied  water 
to  the  distillery.  Cooper's  mills,  sugar  works,  etc., 
and  in  the  early  fifties  the  water  evaporated  through 
drought,  and  left  only  one  small  corner  of  mud  and 
slush,  where  thousands  of  eels  were  confined,  and  it 
was  in  this  small  space  that  the  eel  was  caught. 
The  man  who  caught  it  cut  it  up  in  pieces  and  sold 
it  at  good  prices.  There  were  thousands  caught 
there  on  the  same  occasion,  hundreds  of  which 
weighed  201b." 

[Mr.  McArthur  informs  me  that  the  trout  in  the 
Monaro  and  Snowy  river  districts  (chiefly  rain- 
bows) are  doing  famously,  and  have  been  caught 
up  to  81b.  in  weight.— R.  B.  M.] 


ASPECTS  OF  FISHING. 


The  love  for  angling  seldom  springs  into  exist- 
ence in  after  life,  but  more  generally  shows  itself 
in  infancy,  and  it  is  very  questionable  if  any  of  the 
more  ardent  fishermen  can  remember  when  they 
preferred  any  other  pastime. 

Of  course,  as  in  many  other  sports,  such  as 
shooting,  for  instance,  the  opportunities  to  indulge 
in  its  higher  branches  do  not  often  faU  to  the 
yoimgster ;  he  cannot  afford  it,  as  a  rule,  for  one 
thing,  and  an  inexperienced  angler  would  be  quite 
as  detrimental  to  a  choice  trout  stream  as  a  novice 
in  a  hot  corner  among  the  birds,  though  possibly 
not  quite  as  dangerous.  But  the  fisherman,  be  he 
one  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word,  will  find  some 
outlet,  be  it  ever  so  modest,  for  his  passion, 
and  will  manage  to  extract  a  considerable  amount 
of  pleasure  from  what,  under  more  fortunate 
circumstances,  he  might  have  been  inclined  to  look 
upon  as  slow  work.  I  have  (as  I  daresay  have 
many  other  anglers)  been  frequently  asked  what 
possible  pleasure  I  can  find  in  fishing,  especially 
when  my  efforts  (as,  alas !  too  often  has  been  the 
case)  have  resulted  in  an  empty  creel.  Well,  it  is 
very  difiicult  to  make  such  folk  understand  that 
there  is  always  the  excitement  of  possibilities  in  a 
sportsman's  mind,  probably  an  instinct  similar  to 
that  of  the  terrier,  who  will,  day  after  day,  hunt 
for  a  possible  rat  in  a  hedge.  Does  the  fact  that 
he  never  unearth' s  one  deter  him  from  continuing 
his  search  on  the  next  opportunity  ? 

A  friend  of  mine  once  asked  me  if  I  would  go 
fishing  with  him  ;  he  said  he  felt  he  would  like  to 
make  a  start,  having  never  before  handled  a  rod. 
Only  too  delighted  to  make  a  disciple  of  him,  I 
rigged  him  out  with  all  the  necessary  tackle.  It 
was  a  neighbouring  lake  we  proposed  to  try,  and 
beyond  the  fact  that  we  could  fish  for  roach  and 
bream  I  knew  nothing  at  all  about  the  water,  and 
I  may  add  we  caught  nothing ! — at  least,  nothing 
worth  mentioning.  I  certainly  managed  to  hook  a 
small  bream  or  two,  but  mv  friend  drew  blank,  and 
as  he  wound  up  for  the  day  he  declared  that  he 
should  not  try  again  as  he  had  a  presentiment  that 
he  would  never  catch  a  fish.  This  man  would 
never  make  a  fisherman,  for  had  sport  favoured 
him  upon  that  occasion  he  might  have  ventured 
forth  again,  bulf  sport,  like  forttme,  is  a  fickle 
jade,  and  ere  long  would  have  treated  him  to 
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some  caprice,  and  a  few  luckless  efforts  would 
have  caused  him  to  turn  his  back  upon  the 
river  bank  for  ever.  This  man's  enthusiasm  was 
not  nipped  in  the  bud  by  shattered  hopes,  for 
had  he  not  admitted  that  he  possessed  none  to  be 
dashed  ?  But  disappointment,  like  hope  deferred, 
maketh  the  heart  sick,  and  such  state  of 
mind  generally  emanates  from  fictitious  or 
exaggerated  reports.  How  many  of  us  are  there 
who  have  not  at  some  time  or  another  been 
inveigled  into  taking  quite  a  considerable  journey 
to  some  outlandish  spot,  only  to  find  on  reaching 
it  the  water  devoid  of  the  remotest  suspicion  of  a 
fish  ?  But  the  true  sportsman,  so  far  from  being 
dejected  through  failure,  is  more  often  stimulated 
to  fresh  efforts.  I  might  quote  the  following 
story  as  a  case  in  point.  A  friend  of  mine  was 
once  fishing  a  stream  in  Surrey  when  lie  was 
accosted  by  an  elderly  gentleman,  who  strolled  up 
to  him  with  the  remark,  "Well,  sir,  have  you 
had  any  sport?"  Now  it  is  a  matter  of  history 
that  in  the  power  of  invention  a  fisherman  is 
seldom  found  wanting,  but  it  must  be  admitted 
that  a  man  povmced  upon  in  the  flagi-ant  act  of 
catching  nothing  is  distinctly  at  a  disadvantage. 
What,  then,  could  my  friend  do  under  the  circum- 
stances but  blurt  out  the  brutal  truth  that  he  had 
caught  nothing.  "Ah!"  replied  the  worthy  old 
gentleman,  "  I  thought  as  much,  and  let  me  tell 
you  you  never  will  here !  I  have  fished  this 
stream,  boy  and  man,  for  forty  years,  and  have 
never  had  a~  bite !  "  and  then  he  added,  "  but 
my  son  is  now  going  to  try  what  he  can 
do."  There  is  something  almost  pathetic  in  the 
thought  of  this  man  coming  down  to  that  river 
bank  day  after  day,  year  after  year,  without  ever 
being  rewarded  by  so  much  as  a  nibble ;  but  then 
he  was  evidently  a  true  sportsman,  and  nothing 
could  kill  his  passion  for  fishing.  I  have  never 
learned  if  his  son  really  did  follow  in  his  parent's 
footsteps,  but  in  any  case  am  inclined  to  doubt  if 
he  will  inherit  all  the  perseverance  of  his  worthy 
sire.  F.  L.  W. 


AMEEICAN  NOTES. 


The  silence  of  the  snows  is  over  all  the  land, 
and  the  bright  waters  of  our  trout  streams  run 
almost  black  between  icy  banks.  In  our  walks 
abroad  we  find  few  living  creatm-es — a  jay,  perhaps, 
or  a  few  half-starved  crows.  Mother  Nature  is 
fast  asleep,  but  will  soon  awaken  and  bestir  her- 
self. We  do  not  object  to  this  reposeful  mood  as 
we  know  that  there  is  a  good  time  coming.  On  a 
cold,  bright  day  the  wintry  landscape  is  dazzlingly 
beautiful,  and  the  air  is  full  of  ozone  and  tonic 
influence.  We  are  stimulated  to  climb  the  hills 
for  a  more  extended  outlook,  and  certainly  we  are 
well  repaid.  The  range  of  vision  hereabouts  extends 
to  about  thirty  miles  over  a  rough,  broken  country 
— the  Catskills  to  the  eastward,  and  Shwangunk 
Mountains  south-east. 

We  Begin  to  Think  about  Fly-Fishing. 
In  .lanuary  we  begin  to  think  about  fly-fishing, 
and  to  look  forward  hopefully  to  the  season  which 
is  not  very  far  away.  It  is  well  to  begin  early  or 
we  may  miss  a  good  deal  of  anticipatory  pleasure. 
There  is  much  in  this,  you  know.  We  wish  to  be 
as  keen  as  mustard  when  the  trout  streams  are 
open  to  us  at  last,  and  by  combining  a  few  recol- 
lections of  the  past  with  dreams  of  the  future  we 
can  arrive  at  an  eminently  satisfactory  state  of 
mind. 

Would  Charles  Kingsley  Catch  Them  To-day  ? 

I  am  much  pleased  to  see  Kingsley's  "  Chalk 
Stream  Studies  "  again.  Many  years  ago  I  found 
these  sketches  bound  in  a  small,  thin  volume  of 
modest  brown,  but  have  never  seen  them  in  this 
form  since  that  time.  I  read  two  or  three  of 
them  in  old  numbers  of  BlachwoocVs  Magazine 
(was  it  ?)  at  the  old  Society  Library  in  New  York. 
Would  Kingsley's  methods  prove  successful  on  the 
chalk  streams  to-day  ?  Have  the  trout  changed 
their  tastes  or  have  the  anglers  altered  their 
practice?  When  a  fly  is  presented  floating  and 
almost  at  rest  it  may  be  necessary  to  reduce  the 
size  very  much  in  order  (as  Stewart  puts  it)  to 
hide  its  artificial  nature  ;  yet  we  know  that  large 
Sedges  are  sometimes  used  successfully  in  the  day- 
time. I  presume  that  Canon  Kingsley  always 
fished  the  wet-fly.     Would   a  big  Caperer  kill 


nowadays  if  presented  in  the  same  way?  It 
would  be  very  difficult  to  put  such  a  fly  on  the 
water  without  alarming  a  shy  trout.* 

It  appears  to  have  been  necessary  to  reduce  the 
size  of  chalk  stream  flies  considerably  since  the 
use  of  the  dry-fly  became  general. f  In  my  copy 
of  "  A  Book  on  Angling,"  Francis  Francis  advises 
the  use  of  hooks  from  No.  12  (or  14)  to  8,  or  1  to  7  of 
the  new  scale.  He  dressed  an  imitation  of  the 
Iron  Blue  Dun  on  a  No.  12  hook.  These  are  the 
same  sizes  that  are  used  for  wet-fly  fishing  on  the 
old  streams  in  the  Eastern  States. 

The  sizes  of  flies  and  patterns  as  "well  vary  to  an 
extraordinary  extent  in  the  United  States,  and  this 
is  not  surprising  when  one  considers  tjie  vast 
extent  of  the  country,  the  difference  in  local  con- 
ditions, character  of  the  streams  and  lakes,  and 
weight  of  the  fish  to  be  taken. 

Fishing  on  a  Maine  Lake. 

I  have  seen  tiny  English  Duns  used  successfully 
in  one  place,  and  great  staring  combinations  of 
colour  in  another.  However,  the  small  flies  may 
come  in  when  least  expected.  I  remember  arriving 
at  a  Maine  Lake  about  midday  on  a  hot  day  in 
Jvme.  Not  a  zephyr  had  touched  the  %vater  for 
several  days,  and  fly-fishing  had  been  an  unprofit- 
able pursuit  with  the  flies  commonly  in  use.  A 
middle-aged  woman,  who  had  been  assisting  the 
camp-keeper,  was  going  home,  and  was  very  anxious 
to  carry  a  box  of  trout  with  her.  It  was  her  last 
day,  and  she  appealed  to  me  as  soon  as  I  appeared. 
When  the  shadows  began  to  lengthen  I  paddled 
slowly  across  the  lake,  and  presently  saw  the 
dimples  made  by  rising  trout  quite  near  the  shore. 
That  the  fish  were  taking  small  insects  was  quite 
evident,  and  looking  over  my  book  I  found  a  few 
modest  little  flies.  Mounting  a  fine  casting  line 
and  approaching  cautiously,  I  found  no  difficulty 
in  taking  the  trout,  which  were  placed  in  a  floating 
trap.  This  was  towed  to  camp,  and  presented  to 
the  woman,  who  was  greatly  pleased.  I  think  that 
she  coimted  thirt3'-eight  trout  when  she  packed 
her  box  with  ice.  I  had  fished  this  lake  a  week  or 
two  earlier,  and  had  soon  tired  of  the  .sport,  as 
there  was  no  use  for  the  trout  taken.  The  only 
thing  to  do  was  to  return  them  to  the  water,  and 
I  saw  no  large  specimens. 

It  is  much  more  satisfactory  to  take  a  few  good 
trout  from  hard-fished  water  near  civilisation. 
They  will  be  appreciated  and  enjoyed  by  someone, 
and  if  one  or  two  happen  to  be  of  unusual  size,  we 
feel  quite  pleased  with  ourselves. 

Nature  not  Beaten  by  Art  in  Fly-Making. 

There  is  scarcely  a  feather  or  colour  in  even  the 
most  gaudy  salmon  fly  which  cannot  be  matched 
in  the  insect  world.  We  take  our  salmon  fly  and 
gaze  upon  it  at  a  distance  of  a  few  inches.  We 
really  pick  it  to  pieces.  That  is  not  the  way  the 
fish  see  it.  To  them  it  appears  a  harmonious 
whole.  Their  round  eyes  are  inferior  to  ours  in 
distinguishing  form  ;  but  we  can  get  a  better  idea 
of  the  appearance  of  the  flies  in  the  water  by  hanging 
up  a  few  at  a  distance  of  six  or  eight  feet. 

Sparsely  Dressed  Salmon  Flies — The  Black 
Fairy. 

I  knew  a  successful  salmon  fisher  who  always 
tied  the  flies  he  used.  His  Jock  Scots,  Silver 
Doctors,  and  other  fancy  flies  had  very  few  feathers 
in  them,  but  he  got  the  efi'ect,  and  killed  his  fish. 
In  Jock  Scot  he  used  a  little  seal's  fur  instead  of 
toucan.  The  wings  were  of  turkey  feathers,  with  a 
little  grey  mallard;  no  blue  chatterer.  In  fact, 
the  only  expensive  feathers  he  ever  bought  were 
golden  pheasant  crests. 

A  small  Black  Fairy  (not  unlike  Kingsley's  Black 
Alder)  is  a  favourite  fly  with  many  anglers  when 
the  salmon  have  been  up  for  some  time.  I  have 
seen  them  tied  on  10  and  12  doubles  (old  style 
numbers),  and  many  other  flies  as  small.  In 
"  Angling  Sketches  "  it  is  recorded  that  three  stale 
salmon  were  killed  with  a  gold-ribbed  :^are's  Ear 


*  It  IS  all  right  if  you  do  not  drop  it  too  near  his 
nose,  only  the  fiy  should  be  dressed  on  a  fine  wire 
hook  like  a  May  Fly  hook. — R.  B.  M. 

t  I  think  there  is  no  doubt  anglers  are  now  more 
careful  to  use  flies  near  the  size  of  the  natural  fly 
than  formerly,  and  that  the  average  size  of  fly  used 
is  considerably  smaller ;  and  this  is  the  case  also  on 
waters  where  the  use  of  the  wet-fly  stiU  prevails. 
All  the  same,  where  a  water  has  been  well  flogged 
with  very  small  flies,  I  have  often  found  a  bigger 
fly  taken  with  more  confidence. — R.  B.  M.  I 


on  00  hook.  What  were  the  beginnings  of  salmon 
fly  fishmg  ?  Probably  the  sight  of  rising  fish  and 
the  taking  or  hooking  of  a  few  with  trout  flies.  I 
would  like  to  preserve  a  little  of  the  Romance  and 
fascination  of  fly  fishing  for  salmon  (for  my  own 
use,  at  least;.  An  enthusiast  like  Mr.  G.  M. 
Kelson,  with  his  imitations  of  gaudy  moths  and 
many  theories  in  regard  to  flies,  gets  far  more 
pleasure  out  of  the  sport  than  the  man  who  uses 
nothing  but  "  lures."  * 

An  American  angler,  George  Dawson,  would  not 
sink  his  fly  at  any  time.  He  insisted  on  having 
the  glorious  thrill  of  the  rise  to  a  fly  played  upon 
the  surface.  He  caught  fish,  too,  and  some  big 
ones.    Getting  the  fish  is  not  everything. 

The  trout  were  very  late  in  putting  in  an  appear- 
ance on  the  spawning  beds  last  year.  Their 
instinct  must  have  informed  them  that  severe  cold 
weather  would  be  deferred.  Snow  came  early,  but 
the  mercury  has  not  been  very  low,  not  much 
below  zero  before  the  middle  of  January. 

Sullivan  County,  N.Y.       Theodore  Gordon. 
Jan.,  1908. 

(To  he  continued.) 


THE  FISH  AND  GAME  OF 
NOVA  SCOTIA. 


A  change  has  been  recently  made  in  the  secretary- 
ship of  the  People's  Game  and  Fish  Protective 
Association  of  Nova  Scotia,  Mr.  Roy  S.  Kelley  suc- 
ceeding Mr.  Buggies  in  that  important  office.  Judg- 
ing from  an  interview  mth  Mr.  Kelley,  held  in  the 
Editorial  Ofiice  of  this  magazine  last  month,  there 
is  no  fear  of  any  f alHng  off  of  interest  in  the  work  of 
the  society  while  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Kelley 
Like  most  busy  men  Mr.  Kelley  always  finds  time 
to  do  a  httle  more  work.    Before  he  undertook  the 
provincial  secretaryship  he  was  already  secretary 
for  the  Yarmouth  branch  of  the  organisation,  and 
secretary  for  the  Guides'  Association  of  the  Province. 
In  addition  to  the  three  secretaryships  Mr.  Kelley 
is  a  book-keeper  and  commercial  traveller,  and 
preaches  the  gospel  of  fish  and  game  protection 
when  he  is  abroad  as  well  as  at  homo.    He  is  now 
on  the  warpath  to  secure  protection  for  cow  moose 
similar  to  what  is  afforded  in  nearly  every  other 
provmce  of  Canada.    Mr.  Kelley  is  a  great  behever 
in  the  resources  of  his  own  province  for  both  fishing 
and  hunting.    The  fishing  at  present  is  unsurpassed, 
and  the  people  of  Boston  and  other  centres  in  the 
States,  who  are  able  to  visit  the  Province  very 
easily  by  water,  are  quite  aware  of  this  fact.  The 
Province  has  had  a  plentiful  supply  of  caribou  in 
past  years,  but  the  numbers  have  so  decreased  that 
a  close  season  for  some  years  has  had  to  be  declared 
and  will  probably  be  extended  when  this  expires! 
The  deer  which  have  been  imported  are  doing  well 
imder  protection,  and  when  shooting  is  allowed 
it  is  believed  there  will  be  a  good  suj^ply.  Moose 
have  always  been  at  home  in  the  Province,  and  with 
more  effective  protection  there  is  no  fear  of  Nova 
Scotia  depreciating  as  a  game  country.    The  non- 
resident hcence  is  $30,  but  Mr.  Kelley  favours  a 
$50  hcence  for  moose,  and  $10  for  birds,  while  he 
would  put  on  a  $5  non-resident  hcence  for  fishing, 
and  hkewise  a  resident  game  hcence  fee.    It  is  felt 
that  the  $30  non-resident  hcence  fee  for  birds  is 
absurd,  and  at  the  same  time  it  is  not  enough  for 
moose.    Needless  to  say,  Mr.  Kelley  is  against  the 
dogs  in  big  game  hunting.    He  describes  the  centre 
of  Nova  Scotia  as  useless  for  any  purpose  but  hunt- 
ing, and  states  that  the  Provincial  Govemmen 
have  promised  to  disallow  any  proposal  to  divert  it 
from  this  purpose.    From  any  portion  of  this 
hunting  territory  it  is  easy  to  get  the  moose  out 
once  the  big  game  is  secured.    Mr.  Kelley  believes 
that  after  the  period  of  close  protection  now  given 
to  the  big  game  the  Province  will  need  only  to  be 
known  to  become  one  of  the  favourite  hunting 
grounds  of  Canada.    There  certainly  seems  good 
reason  to  beheve  that  with  the  increased  interest  of 
the  people  in  these  matters,  fostered  by  the  members 
and  the  work  of  the  People's  Fish  and  Game  Pro- 
tective Association  of  Nova  Scotia,  the  big  game 
will  not  only  increase  but  remain  in  the  Province 
as  a  result  of  efficient  protection,  and  that  in  future 
Nova  Scotia  will  take  her  proper  place  as  one  of  the 
best  shooting  and  fishing  territories  of  the  many 
fme  ones  in  the  Dominion. — Canada  Rod  and  Gun. 

*  Hear,  hear ! — R.  B.  M, 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  lOCHS,  &c. 

^0  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening'' s  post. 

Time  of  Higli  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  hich  water  in  the  Tlianics  at  any  of  th« 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  lilgh  water  at  Loudon  Bridg* 
Ifiren  below 

(30  min.  for  Chelsea.  /55  mln.  for  Kew. 


Add{ 


i40   ,,    ,,   Putney.  AHfl)''^    >'    >>  Richmond. 

45  „  „  Hammersmith.  ■*"")80  „  „  Twickenham. 
50   ,,    ,,    Barnes.  [nb    „    ,,  Teddington. 

Example. — If  it  is  hifih  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge, 
it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  op  High  Watbr  at  London  Bridge. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,      Feb.  22    4.55    5.11 

Sunday,  „  2S    5.27    5.45 

Monday,  „  24    6.  3    6.25 

Tuesday,  „  25    6.48    7.14 

Wednesday,      „  26    7.41    8.13 

Thursday,        „  27    8.52    9.37 

Friday,  „  28    10.23    11.  6 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — Genebal  R,emabks.  —  The  river  has 
been  exceptionally  clear  during  the  pa  t  week,  the 
rain  making  very  little  difference  in  regard  to 
colour  with  the  exception  of  the  lower  reaches. 
Roach  have  been  shy  and  have  not  fed  well. 
The  best  roach  I  have  heard  of  this  week  was 
caught  on  Wednesday  at  Thames  Ditton  by 
Mr.  F.  Sands,  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society. 
It  scaled  IJlb.  He  also  had  several  other  fib. 
fish.  Fishing  at  the  same  place  on  Feb.  16  with 
Mr.  F.  Arthur  he  had  twenty-one  roach  in  two 
hours,  scaling  11  Jib.  Hennings,  with  a  client  at 
Surbiton,  caught  seven  dozen  dace.  I  was  at 
Datchet  on  Monday  with  Mr.  W.  Buckmaster. 
We  secured  some  good-sized  roach  and  one 
chub,  but  the  fishing  was  very  difficult,  a 
strong  north-east  wind  blowing  up  stream  all  day 
and  at  times  accompanied  with  rain.  Mr.  E.  G. 
Wingrove  and  Mr.  Carrington  have  taken  roach  in 
the  Kingston  reach.  I  hear  that  very  good  sport 
is  being  had  just  now  at  Radcot.  A  pike 
of  131b.  has  been  taken  at  Marlow,  and  one 
of  111b.  at  Henley.  There  are  only  about 
three  weeks  naore  now  for  coarse  fishing,  and 
no  doubt  a  large  number  of  anglers  will  give  as 
much  time  as  possible  to  the  '.port.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  reaching  will  improve.  Chub  appear  to 
be  the  best  to  try  for  tmder  present  conditions, 
and  pike  should  still  be  on  the  move.  Owing 
to  the  Long  Water  at  Hampton  being  cleared 
the  fish  are  supposed  to  be  placed  in  a  confined 
space  in  the  centre  of  the  water,  but  I  hoar 
that  some  of  the  men  working  there  have 
speared  large  carp  and  sold  them.  The  Kingston 
Piscatorial  Society  on  Feb.  17  fully  considered  this 
matter  at  their  meeting,  and  a  deputation, 
consisting  of  Messrs.  A.  Drinkwater,  F.  Littlewood, 
and  A.  Hart,  attended  at  the  Office  of  Works  on 
Wednesday  and  formally  laid  a  complaint  against 
the  wanton  destruction  of  fish. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  recent  rains  have  put 
some  colour  into  the  water,  but  without  a  lot  more 
it  will  not  interfere  much  with  fishing,  and  should 
be  in  first-rate  condition  by  the  week-end.  On 
Wednesday  it  was  not  a  bad  colour  for  reach- 
ing. Mr.  J.  Robertson  and  friend,  out  with  J. 
James,  have  taken  seven  jack,  the  best  fish  weighing 
101b.  4Joz.,  and  a  patron  of  G.  Smith  had  one  of  81b. 
Several  smaller  fish  have  been  caught.  Roach  are 
still  feeding  badly,  and  the  perch  are  dead  off.- — - 
Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Wraysbury). — Conditions  could  not 
be  more  favourable  than  at  present  for  all  kinds  of 
fishing,  the  mild  weather  being  especially  favour- 
able for  roach,  of  which  I  have  had  several  nice  lots 
during  the  week.  Although  none  worth  special  men- 
tion in  the  way  of  size,  a  good  many  were,  well  over 
the  average.  Have  also  had  some  nice  chub  up  to 
21b.  7oz.,  and  a  few  fair-sized  perch. — -P.  Brown. 

Abingdon  and  District. — The  river  is  in  good 
order,  and  a  nice  colour  after  rain.  Sport  very  good. 
Mr.  A.  H.  Emmens,  out  on  Feb.  14,  took  161b.  of 
chub  and  three  jack.  Two  members,  outonFeb.  19, 
had  a  good  show  of  jack  (heaviest,  8|lb.). — A.  Y. 

Avon  (Ringwood). — We  ha\'e  had  a  very  good 
rain  during  the  past  few  days,  which  has  raised  the 
water  a  foot,  and  put  a  lot  of  colour  in  it ;  but  as 
soon  as  it  clears  the  prospects  should  be  very  good. 
I  should  say  if  we  get  no  more  rain  it  should  be  in 
good  order  by  the  latter  end  of  the  week.  Mr. 
S.  F.  Harrison  got  fifteen  pike  on  Feb.  1,  largest, 
181b..  \2Uh.,  I21b.,  101b.,  8lb.,  71b.,  51b.,  51b., 
51b.,  and  six  smaller  on  Avon  Tyrrell  water. 
On  the  same  water  G  L.  Polden  took  a  salmon  of 
221b.  On  Besteme  water  Mr.  Mills  took  one  of  191b. 
On  Ringwood  water  Mr.  Swain  and  friend  took  five 
pike  of  131b.,  lOJlb.,  81b.,  41b.,  and  31b.,  and  601b.  of 
roach  up  to  Iflb.  On  Feb.  13  Mr.  Clapp  got  seventy- 


one  roach,  weighing  80 Jib.,  largest  Iflb.  On  Feb.  14 
the  same  gentleman  took  five  pike,  largest  61b.  On 
Feb.  15  Mr.  S.  F.  Harrison,  on  Avon  Tyrrell  water, 
got  a  salmon  of  251b.  ;  on  Feb.  16,  one  of  291b., 
and  his  friend  (Mr.  H.  Tonks),  one  of  261b. — 
M.  W.  Hayter. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach). — Since  my 
last  notes  were  sent  we  have  had  upon  the  whole 
favourable  weather  for  pike  angling.  The  rain  on 
Feb.  17  has  put  a  freshet  into  the  river  which 
is  now  in  a  splendid  trim  for  the  angler.  On  three 
days  the  pike  were  well  on  the  feed,  when  several 
fish  were  grassed,  both  by  visiting  and  local 
anglers.  Now  the  present  season  is  waning 
fast.  With  suitable  weather  it  is  expected 
a  large  number  of  anglers  will  be  eager 
after  the  pike.  Live  bait  on  the  spot,  also  a  punt 
if  required.  All  free  water. — John  O.  George, 
Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Darenth. — I  am  informed  that  two  hundred 
two-year-old  trout  from  Haslemere  are  to  be  put 
into  the  water  of  the  Lion  Hotel,  Farningham, 
Kent.  Three  hundred  were  put  in  last  year.  The 
terms  will  be  £5  5s.  for  the  season,  £2  lis.  6d.  for 
a  month,  £1  Is.  for  a  week,  and  7s.  6d.  for  a  day. 
The  fishing  is  difficult,  and  even  experts  must  not 
expect  more  than  a  brace  or  two  of  sizeable  fish  in 
a  day,  but  the  tyro  will  be  amused  by  getting  a 
few  little  ones  to  return  and  a  good  fish  now  and 
then,  especially  in  the  early  part  of  the  season. 
This  begins  on  April  1,  and  the  fish  will  sometimes 
take  a  wet-fly  fairly  well  during  that  month.  Only 
fly  is  allowed,  of  cour.9e,  and  the  limit  of  ten  inches 
is  strictly  enforced.  With  regard  to  the  present 
time,  anglers  who  like  roach-fishing  can  probably 
get  a  little  if  they  stay  at  the  Lion,  as  there  are 
numbers  of  good  roach  close  by,  and  also  some,  the 
landlord  tells  me,  in  the  water  belonging  to  the  inn. 
There  is  no  charge  for  roach-fishing. — J.  P.  Taylor. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — Oiving  to  March  1 
falling  this  year  on  a  Sunday,  angling  on  the  Dart 
will  not  commence  until  MaJrch  2,  and  it  is  expected, 
the  conditions  being  favovirable,  that  there  will  he  a 
good  many  rods  out.  The  prospects  at  present 
seem  very  bright,  and  many  old  fishermen  state 
that  it  was  many  years  ago  since  they  saw  so 
many  fish  in  the  stream.  At  Totnes  Weir  on 
Feb.  1 6  it  was  quite  a  sight  to  see  the  large  number 
of  fresh  run  salmon  sporting,  a  good  many  of  which 
went  up  the  fish  pass  to  the  higher  waters.  The 
river  is  still  big,  and  if  it  keeps  up  anglers  should 
have  a  good  time  on  March  2. — Devonian.  ■ 

Devonshire  Streams. — At  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Tamar  and  Plym  Fishery  Board  at  Tavistock 
it  was  stated  that  the  past  season  for  salmon  and  peal 
had  been  a  good  one  and  above  the  average.  The  fish 
came  into  the  estuaries  in  increasing  numbers  and  the 
net  fishermen  generally  had  good  catches,  beginning 
about  the  end  of  April  to  the  end  of  the  season.  The 
first  salmon  was  taken  on  April  8,  and  the 
majority  of  the  fish  taken  were  from  101b.  to  141b.  in 
weight,  although  several  of  201b.  and  over  were 
netted.  TheTavy  was  not  up  to  the  average,  owing 
to  increased  pollution  it.was  thought.  The  Plym  was 
well  stocked  in  the  estuaries,  but  the  salmon  did 
not  reach  the  upper  waters  until  later  than  usual. 
The  Yealm  seemed  to  be  improving,  and  better 
measures  had  been  taken  to  prevent  pollution. 
A  number  of  salmon  and  peal  were  taken  in 
the  Lynher,  but  it  is  alleged  that  the 
stream  is  also  being  polluted  by  [the  mines.- — 
Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — On  the  opening  of  the  netting 
season,  on  Feb.  2,  salmon  seemed  to  be  much  more 
in  evidence  in  the  middle  stretches  of  the  Eden  than 
in  the  lower  and  upper  stretches,  Warwick  Hall 
and  Rickerby  doing  much  better  than  Rockcliffe 
and  Armathwaite  Castle.  This  was  borne  out 
at  the  opening  of  the  rod  season  on  Feb.  17. 
On  that  day  in  the  Corby  water  Mr.  Catte  had  three 
fish,  Mr.  Shaw  two,  171b.,  191b.;  Mr.  Gamble,  one; 
Mr.  England,  one,  201b.  i^Mx.  Raffitt,  one ;  91b,  Mr. 
Hartridge  one,  191b.  On  the  Wetheral  boat  pool 
Mr.  J.  Harris  two,  and  Mr.  Stirling  one.  At  War- 
wick Hall  Mr.  C.  Liddell  had  two,  71b.,  81b.  At 
Burkleworth  Mr.  Dalton  three,  181b.,  211b.,  241b. 
At  Syke  Foot  Mr.  Younger  two,  161b.,  221b., 
and  Mr.  F.  Sandeman  one.  On  Feb.  18,  in 
the  Castle  Corby  water,  Mr.  Melrose  landed 
two,  Mr.  Hartridge  one,  Mr.  England  one 
(201b.),  Mr.  Breffit  one  (19lb.),  and  Mr.  Gamble  one. 
At  Brackenbank,  Mr.  Mvu-ray  had  two  fish,  121b., 
141b.  I  believe  all  the  above  fish  were  killed  with 
spinning  bait,  chiefly  with  gudgeon.  The  river  rose 
about  six  inches  dm'ing  the  day,  wliich  was  against 
sport. — Silver  Gbey. 

Ulan  Reservoirs. — The  season  opened  on 
Feb.  15,  and  although  no  tickets  have  yet  been 
issued  to  anglers  the  prospects  are  decidedly  good. 
The  spawning  season  was  over  early,  and  owing  to 
there  having  been  an  abundance  of  food  trout  are 
in  excellent  condition.  New  rules  this  season  pro- 
vide that  the  large  Alexandra  Fly  and  other  similar 


lures,  tubes,  etc.,  weighted  or  otherwise,  and  fislied 
in  the  same  manner  as  spinners  or  minnows,  will 
not  be  allowed.  The  provisions  of  Rule  6,  prohibit- 
ing the  use  of  worm,  grub,  or  minnow,  natural  or 
artificial,  or  bait  of  a  similar  cliaracter,  will  not 
during  the  present  season  extend  to  Penygeoreg 
Reservoir,  where  consequently  they  may  be  used. — 
W.  B.  H. 

Esk  (Whitby). —  Operations  on  the  part  of 
anglers  have  been  confined  to  the  tideway  since  the 
opening  of  the  season  for  pinkeys,  yet  only  a  few 
anglers  have  been  out.  Cold  weather  has  been 
detrimental  to  a  material  extent,  and  I  have  not 
heard  of  a  single  take  since  the  early  days  of  the 
month  ;  with  the  prospect  of  improved  atmospheric 
conditions  some  improvement  may  however  be 
anticipated.  The  spawning  season  has  proved  suc- 
cessfij  in  every  way.  Several  small  kelts  were  seen 
at  the  dam  at  Ruswarp  on  Feb.  18  making  seaward. 
The  stocking  of  the  river  has  again  commenced. 
One  thousand  three  hundred  fresh-water  trout  from 
the  North  of  England  Fish  Hatchery  were  turned 
into  the  river  on  Feb.  19  at  various  points  between 
Castleton  and  Sleights  in  batches  of  nearly  200. 
Eight  himdred  more  will  arrive  from  the  same 
quarters  in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two,  and  will  be 
placed  in  the  river  at  Grosmont. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).  —  The  boisterous 
weather  has  stopped  most  of  our  anglers,  and  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  pike  and  roach  very  little 
has  been  done.  At  the  Exeter  Council  meeting,  on 
Feb.  12,  the  following  representatives  were  elected 
to  the  Exe  Board  of  Conservators  : — Messrs.  C.  R. 
M.  Clapp,  J.  G.  Cummin,  A.  R.  Steele-Perkins, 
E.  C.  Perry,  C.  J.  Ross,  S.  Snow,  W.  W.  Tremlett, 
and  W.  A.  Caunter,  the  latter  being  appointed  in 
the  place  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Hussey.  The  fishing  condi- 
tions on  the  River  Otter  have  been  altered  where 
the  trout  fishing  is  strictly  confined  to  fly-fishing 
only,  the  size  limit  of  such  fish  being  eleven  inches, 
so  that  only  the  larger  fish  can  be  creeled  ;  the 
numbers  should  increase  in  years  to  come  under 
these  conditions.  Sea-fishing  is  very  indiflerent 
with  the  exception  of  the  pollack,  which  are  taken 
now  in  fair  numbers  from  Exmouth  Pier.  The 
tides  this  week  do  not  serve  well,  but  next  week 
prospects  will  improve  if  the  high  winds  do  not 
continue. — Red  Palmeb. 

IiVLgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  streams 
are  running  in  good  order  for  fishiag,  being  a  nice 
height  and  clear.  The  fish  have  been  inclined  to 
rise,  but  the  wind  the  last  few  days  has  been  so 
strong  that  it  has  spoilt  sport.  A  fair  number  of 
anglers  have  been  out,  but  sport  has  been  slow. — 
Gwynne. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — Turbulent  weather  at 
the  forepart  of  the  week  put  our  anglers  hors  de 
combat,  the  water  becoming  very  soupy  in  colour  ; 
but  Feb.  19  showed  a  great  improvement  in  climatic 
conditions,  so  that  by  the  end  of  the  week 
matters  will  be  sufficiently  changed  to  enable  us  to 
get  in  harness  again.  As  the  season  is  now  getting 
advanced,  and  pike  fishing  lately  has  been  very 
good,  our  anglers  are  extremely  anxious  to  get 
another  turn  or  two  before  the  close.  The  best 
catch  of  pike  since  my  last  report  was  secured  by 
Mr.  T.  Green,  Peterborough,  and  consisted  of 
thirteen,  ranging  in  weight  from  101b.  down  to  31b. 
and  4lb. — all  captured  in;one  afternoon  near  Peter- 
borough Town  Bridge, — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — For  the  last  week 
fishing  has  been  practically  at  a  standstill  owing  to 
the  extreme  lowness  and  clearness  of  the  water,  but 
on  Feb.  17  a  big  freshet  came  down,  and  the  river 
is  full  again.  With  mild  weather  there  should  be 
some  sport.  Duns  have  been  hatching  out  fairly 
plentifully  between  eleven  and  one  o  'clock  every  day. 
it  has  bean  published  that  tickets  to  fish  the  pre- 
served water  of  the  Rolle  Estate  may  now  be 
purchased  at  four  guineas  for  the  season  and  five 
shillings  for  the  day.  The  issue  of  these  tickets  will 
be  limited.  Application  is  to  be  made  at  the  Rolle 
Estate  Office,  Exmouth. — Heron. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — River  in  splendid  con- 
dition for  all  kinds  of  fishing.  My  son,  with  Dr. 
Mitchell,  on  Feb.  7  and  8,  took  seventeen  pike.  On 
Feb.  14  and  15,  he,  with  Mr.  Clarke,  Surrey,  had 
twelve  pike.  Some  nice  chub  up  to  41b.  have  been 
taken,  and  some  roach  up  to  1  lb.  6oz.  Everything 
points  to  decent  fishing  during  the  remaining  part 
of  the  season,  and  should  repay  a  visit  to  St.  Ives 
and  neighbourhood. — Edward  Collinson. 

Stour  CBures,  Suffolk). — The  water  is  now  in 
excellent  colour  for  roach  angling,  and  some  rather 
better  sport  is  being  had.  A  few  roach  ha\  e  been 
had  of  1  lb.  or  more,  but  I  have  not  heard  of  any 
very  hea\  y  bag.s.  A  good  many  pike  ha\  e  been 
captured  during  the  last  two  or  three  weeks,  but  I 
have  not  seen  anything  over  101b. — W.  T.  Bajn- 

BBIDGE. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — Rivers 
are  in  good  order,  and  with  the  mild  weather  sport 
has  improved.    Notes  from  the  Arun  speak  of  some 
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heavy  pike  from  the  Pulborough  district,  a  ]51b. 
hsh  being  accredited  to  Mr.  Roberts.  Fishing  in 
,  2fu    ,1^'  A<iam8  secured  a  nice  pike  of 

161b.  12oz.,  and  Mr.  Holmes,  on  Feb.  15,  a 
pike  of  61b.  Mr.  Malkin,  among  a  bag  of 
roach,  had  a  fish  of  1  lb.,  while  at  Isfield  Mr. 
Bridger  had  sport  among  the  roach  and  dace. 
A  brace  of  perch,  weighing  together  close  upon  41b  , 
were  taken  by  Mr.  Levett,  from  Barcombe  Mills 
water  Roach,  dace,  and  small  pike  have  been 
landed  from  the  Adur.  Chichester  Canal  is  in  good 
order.  Mr.  G.  Leach,  a  visitor  from  Landport 
captured  a  brace  of  pike  by  spinning,  weighing 
131b.  and  121b.  respectively.  Roach  and  bream  are 
feeding  better. — Geokge  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon).— An  idea  has  been  mooted 
that  the  Taw  and  Torridge  Board  of  Conservators 
have  been  trymg  to  induce  Lord  Clinton  to  lease 
them  the  rivers  so  that  the  localities  may  benefit 
Rivers  very  high.  Salmon  running  back,  and  only 
those  very  high  up  the  river  will  be  in  it  next 
month,  which  will  be  called  fresh  run,  because  of 
bemg  weU  mended.  Trout  fishing  commences  on 
March  1,  and  it  is  hoped  a  good  season  will  follow 
■ — Rtjsty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  in 
good  order  for  fishing.  The  changeable  weather 
has  been  agamst  sport.  A  fair  number  of  anglers 
have  been  out,  and  have  used  fly  and  magtrot,  and 
a  few  graylmg,  roach,  dace,  and  perch  landed. 
i:'ike  have  been  taldng  live-bait,  and  fair  sport  had 
— Is.  Ludlow. 

Upper  Wye.— The  trout  seasorfopened  on  Feb.  1 6. 
Owmg  to  the  total  absence  of  snow  water,  recent 
floods,  and  a  plentiful  food  supply,  there  is  an 
abundance  of  good,  well- conditioned  fish.  One  of 
the  best  of  the  local  anglers  tells  our  correspondent 

that  he  had  seen  trout  which  were  quite  fat.  

"VV.  B.  TT 

opening  of  the  fishing  season 
on  teh.  16  was  wet  and  boisterous,  and  anglers 
found  a  difficulty  in  keeping  the  fly  upon  the  water 
However,  a  few  of  the  "  spotted  ones  "  were  taken, 
Mr.  Leslie  Lucas  taking  two  and  a  half  brace  •  Mr 
A.  Jones,  two  brace  ;  Mr.  J.  Pitt,  jun.,  one  brace- 
and  two  rods  up  the  river,  three  brace  and  two 
brace  respectively.    The  river  rose  on  Sunday  and 
became  thick,  consequently  the  water  was  unfish- 
able  on  Monday  and  Tuesday.    This  will  eventually 
benefit  the  anglers,  as  a  rise  was  needed,  the  water 
having  become  rather  clear  for  this  time  of  the 
year.— T.  R. 
Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse 
(Yorks).— Up  to  last  week  end  we  had  remark- 
ably genial  weather  for  the  time  of  year  but  it 
ga^•e    way    on    Friday    night.      On  Saturday 
there  was  an  unexpected  gale  with  heavy  rainfall 
filling  our  rivers  up  to  their  brims.    Previous  to 
Saturday,  sport  continued  fairly  good  amongst 
the  graylmg;    some  so-called  experts  still  say 
the  fish  are  not  m  good  condition.    Several  anglers 
who  have  been  fishing  this  last  week,  and  whom  I 
have  met,  say  it  is  all  rot  as  the  fish  still  fight  as 
well  as  ever  and  are  splendid  eating.  On  the  Wharfe 
Messrs.  Rippin  and  Thomas  have  had  good  sport 
amongst  the  grayling,  securing  forty  fish  between 
tiiem.  On  the  Yore  Dr.  Crawford  has  enjoyed  good 
sport  on  the  whole,  securing  baskets  of  twelve 
fourteen,  fourteen,  three.  Since  last  week-end  there 
have  been  gales,  snowstorms,   and  rain  conse- 
quently   all    the    Yorkshire    rivers     are  still 
high,  and  very  few  anglers  have  been  seen  out 
On  Feb.  16  a  great  f  number  of  coarse  fishermen 
were  out  on  the  Wharfe,  in  the  lower  reaches  • 
sport  was  only  poor,  owing  to  the  high  winds' 
which  prevailed.    On  the  Swale  a  few  rods  have 
been  out,  but  the  river  has  been  high.    Sport  on 
the  whole  was  only  moderate.     Mr.  H^ptonstall 
secured     two     very     nice    perch     at  Braffer- 
ton.     Mr.     Macaulay     had     nice     sport  al-o 
at    Topchffe    amongst    the    chub.     The  Leeds 
Robm  Hood  Angling  Club  held  its  third  annual 
whist  drive  and  concert  at  Banquet  Hall,  Grand 
Central   Hotel,    Leeds,  on  Wednesday,  Feb  19 
which  proved  a  great  success.    Songs  were  rendered 
by  the  following  :— Messrs.  A.  Foulds,  F  Rumble 
J.  Cran,  S.  Smith,  W.  Dear,  W.  Holliday,  —  Davis' 
H.   Crosswaith,   and    the  Misses  E.    Powell  d' 
Rumble,  Tiffany,  and  Ibbotson,   and  the  piano 
selection  by  Mr.   F.   Sedgwick.    Mr.  Davis  also 
rendered  selections  on  the  violin.     Mr.   J  H 
Heptonstall  presided.    Mr.  S.  Byrorn  acted  as  M  C 
and  referee  in  the  whist  drive.    Prospects  for  the 
coming  week  are  not  very  encouraging  at  present  as 
there  are  high  gales  of  wind  blowing.— John  E 

ftlLLLEB. 
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SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Beauly  and  Conon.— Angluig  opened  on  the 
Leauly  on  Feb.  11,  when  the  river  was  in  excellent 
ply.  With  the  exception,  however,  of  the  tidal 
waters,  which  go  along  with  Moniack  Castle  and 
Farhe  Brae,  none  of  the  beats  are  let.    The  Hon 


f-  A.  Campbell  was  out  for  a  short  day  on  the 
Beaufort  Castle  waters  on  Feb.  11,  but  with  the 
exception  of  hooking  a  kelt  had  only  a  sea-trout  of 
l^lb  Lord  Lovat,  who  was  resident  at  the  Castle 
went  out  for  an  hour  on  Feb.  12,  and  landed  a 
dean-run  sea-trout  of  2«b.  The  Hon.  Miss  Margaret 
Fraser,  of  Lovat,  also  landed  a  sea-trout  scaling 
1  lb.,  and  on  Feb.  15,  Hon.  B.  C.  Maxwell,  on  hi% 
arrival  from  Japan,  went  out,  but  met  with  no 
better  success.  In  the  tidal  waters,  six  sea-trout 
scaling  8ilb.  were  landed.  Conon.— The  anelin<^ 
season  opened  on  the  Conon  on  Feb.  11,  the  net 
fashing  also  beginning  on  the  same  date.  The  river 
was  high,  and  greatly  hampered  the  operations  of 
the  nets,  with  the  result  that  instead  of  nearly  200 
salmon  bemg  had,  as  was  the  case  last  year,  only 
about  twenty-two  clean-run  salmon  and  some  sea- 
trout  were  had  by  the  netting  lessee.  The  an<rling 
conditions  were  ideal,  and  although  the  Brahan 
Castle  waters  are  unlet,  Mr.  Rose,  of  Holm  Rose, 
fished  them  by  request  of  Colonel  Stewart  McKenzie, 
ot  Seaforth,  who  was  absent  in  London.  Five  nice 
salmon,  weighing  141b.,  101b.,  91b..  81b.,  and  71b 
were  creeled  on  Feb  11.    On  Feb.  12,  on  the  same 

fiiK  ;  i*'"'^^'^  weighing  from 

»1D.  to  luib.,  and  up  tiU  Feb.  15  his  total  catch  was 
fifteen  good  salmon.  Anglers  from  the  Conon  village 
had  several  nice  creels  of  sea-trout  below  the  bridge. 
On  M^jor  Stirling's,  of  Fairburn,  rod  three  salmon 
were  landed  on  the  Fairburn  beat.— A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— All  the  Border  rivers 
ot  the  bolway  will  be  open  for  angling  on  Feb  25 
Ihe  netting  on  the  Scottish  side  of  the  estuary  also 
opens  on  that  date,  while  on  the  English  side 
netting  commenced  on  Feb.  11,  but  little  has  been 
done  m  the  Firth,  as  most  of  the  salmon  have 
ascended  the  rivers.  The  only  form  of  netting  on 
the  English  side  is  the  haaf-net,  used  by  the  Bow- 
nrss  and  Port  Carlisle  fishermen.  The  shifting 
sands  of  the  Firth  have  again,  during  the  winter, 
changed  the  position  :of  the  channel.  The  weather 
IS  mild  in  Eskdale,  yet  there  was  some  frost  last 
week,  which  was  fortunate,  as  a  good  nipping  frost 
has  a  marked  effect  on  the  eels,  and  a  good  many 
have  been  caught.  A  new-run  salmon  has  been 
landed  m  the  Netherby  reserved  water,  close  to 
Longtown,  and  another  nice  fish  was  taken  in  the 
Double  water,  while  a  number  of  kelts  have  been 
caught  and  returned  to  the  water.  A  few  spring 
sahnon  have  been  seen  in  the  pools  in  the  iowe? 
waters  belo  w  Longtown.  Sea- trout  are  not  expected 
till  well  on  m  March,  but  the  yellow  trout  fishing 
has  already  commenced.  With  regard  to  burn 
trout,  holders  ot  tickets  are  warned  that  they  must 
return  to  the  water  all  yellow  or  burn  trout  caught 
of  a  size  less  than  six  inches  with  as  little  injury  as 
possible;  also  ticket-holders  must  not  take  or  kill 

n?ir  T""  '■^•.^"'^  d°  "Ot  fi«h  during 

night^the  night  to  commence  at  10  p.m.,  except 
in  the  months  of  June,  July,  and  August,  when  the 
night  IS  declared  to  commence  at  11  p.m.  and  to 
conclude  at  5  a.ra.~or  at  any  other  prohibited 
time,  and  no  gaff  to  be  used  until  after  April  1. 

 GlLNOCKIB.  ^ 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardeav  N  B 1  Onern 
tions  on  Feb.  11,  the  opening  faT.  we^fattended 
by  rather  disappointing  results.  There  was  a  rod 
each  out  on  Invercharron,  Gledfield  and  Braelang- 
well  waters  Between  them  aU  thirty-five  kelts 
were  caught,  but  not  a  single  fish.  On  Feb.  17 
the  first  salmon  of  the  season  was  landed 
on    the     Invercharron     water     by    Mr.  John 

On  Feb.  18,  Mr.  George  Macdonald,  keeper,  Inver- 
charron, landed  a  clean-run  fish  weighing  16  lb.  As 
stated  m  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette,  Mr  M.  E 
banderson  was  expected  shortly  to  fish  the  Inver- 
charron and  Dunie  waters,  which  he  had  taken  for 
the  spring,  but,  sad  to  relate,  he  died  last  week 
rather  unexpectedly  at  Shinness  House,  one  of  his 
shootmg  quarters  in  Sutherland.  For  a  long  time 
he  was  well  known  in  the  North  as  a  good  all  round 
K  T"pT  ^«  G^i™<^h  arrived  at 

Belleville  House,  Ardgay,  for  the  Gledfield  angling 
River  now  m  good  order  and  prospects  promising. 

Deveron  (BanfFshire).-The  salmon  fishing  in 
Iht  ^'^er  Deveron  made  a  fair  opening  last  week, 
the  weather  being  favourable.  The  river  was  in 
excellent  condition,  and  although  only  a  few  anglers 
turned  out  some  fine  fish  were  landed,  the  healiest 
that  was  captured  weighing  over  201b.  Owing  to 
the  large  number  of  kelts  that  are  still  in  the  pools. 
It  will  be  some  time  before  sportsmen  start  in 
earnest.  The  net  fishing  along  the  sea-coast  has 
opened  well  the  conditions  of  weather  and  sea 
being  all  that  could  be  desired.  A  number  of  fine 
lish  were  captured,  several  of  them  of  unusually 
large  size  for  this  season  of  the  year.— H  W 

Helmsdale  Thurso,  and  Brora.  —  On  the 
Helmsdale  only  fair  sport  has  been  got  since  the 

km«T^n  ^  "^"""^  «f         have  been 

killed.    On  the  Kildonan  rod,  Mr.  McCorquodale's 


four  fish  were  .got  last  week,  and  throe  fish  on 
beb  10,  the  heaviest  221b.  Messrs.  Rutherford, 
Hill,  and  the  Rev.  A.  B.  Scott  are  getting  an  odd 
p  r  .'^^J^''  Thurso,  on  Beat  3,  Mr.  Black  had  two 
fish  of  201b.  and  141b.  on  Feb.  8;  and  Mr.  Miller 
one  fish  of  71b.  on  Feb.  10  and  one  fish  of  81b.  on 
l^eb.  13.  On  Beat  1,  Mr.  Leed  had  one  fish  of  71b 
/  ^'^  t^*'  Brora,  on  the  opening  date, 
Mr.  McCorquodale  had  four  fish,  on  Feb.  12  one  fish 
and  two  fish  on  Feb.  1 3.  Major  Burnell  Milnes  had 
one  fish  on  Feb.  11,  four  on  Feb.  12,  and  one  on 
J<eb.  13.  Feb.  14  and  15  were  blank  days.  The 
weather  was  very  mild  at  the  beginning  of  the  week 
but  it  lias  been  cold  and  dry  since  then,  and  the 
rivers  are  too  low  for  successful  angling.  There 
has  not  been  a  run  of  fish  for  some  time,  and  angling 
will  not  improve  very  much  until  there  is  some 
tresh  water  in  the  rivers.  In  the  Brora  the  season 
opened  very  weU,  as  thirteen  fish  were  killed  by 
two  rods  in  three  days.  That  is  surely  a  good 
argument  for  the  earlier  opening  of  this  river.  So 
far  there  has  been  httle  snow  on  the  hills,  and'  if  it 
IS  a  dry  spring  the  rivers  will  be  too  low  for  good 
fishing. — Ultima  Thule. 

Invershin  (Sutherland,  N.B.).— On  the  open- 
ing day,  Feb.  11,  Mr.  William  Urquhart  Tain  fished 
the  Kyle  of  Sutherland  from  Station  Hotel,  and  in 
three  hours  landed  five  clean  run  sea-trout  ranging 
from  1  lb.  to  2«b.  Although  the  salmon  nettings 
are  now  legally  open,  fishing  operations  will  not 
commence  for  several  weeks  yet. — B. 

Loch  Ness  (Port  Augustus).— Sport  in  the 
opening  week  was  rather  poor,  only  a  little  over 
forty  fi.sh  being  landed  at  this  end.  The  majority 
of  them  were  small  clean-run  fish,  while  the  larger 
ones  were  dark  fish,  and  the  probability  is  that  the 
former  is  the  beginning  of  the  third  run,  while  the 
latter  is  the  tail  end  ot  the  second  run.  One  or  two 
of  the  darkest  must  be  laggards  of  the  first  run, 
and  must  have  been  in  the  water  since  Christmas 
week.  Should  the  Ness  keep  at  its  present  level, 
the  prospects  for  the  ensuing  week  are  better 
— J.  M.  H.  S.  N. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— On  Feb.  10,  Mr. 
A.  J.  Walters,  Ipswich,  landed  a  salmon  of  191b  ; 
Mr.  Willison,  Acharn,  two,  171b.  and  181b.;  Mr' 
McWilliam.  Glasgow,  two,  121b.  and  141b.  On 
Feb.  11,  Mr.  Walters,  one,  171b.;  Dr.  Dixon,  Both- 
well,  two,  221b.  and  191b.;  Mr.  ,P.  Stewart 
one,  191b.  On  Feb.  13,  Dr.  Dixon,  one,  161b.  ;  Mr! 
H.  Collet,  London,  one,  171b.;  Mr.  Jas.  Mitchell 
Au-drie,  one,  211b.  On  Feb.  14,  Major  Elley' 
Manford,  one,  181b.  On  Feb.  15,  Capt.  Campbell 
A.  and  S.  Highlanders,  one,  191b. ;  Mr.  Jas.  Mitchell' 
one,  181b.  On  Feb.  18,  Mrs.  J.  F.  Cameron,  one' 
201b.;  Mr.  H.  Collet,  one,  161b.;  Mr.  Jas.  Lord 
Rochdale,  one,  151b. — H.  J.  Knight. 

Lyon  (Portingall  Hotel).— On  Feb.  11,  Mr. 
Philip  Geen,  Richmond,  had  a  salmon  of  1 71b  On 
Feb.  14,  Mr.  H.  G.  Wright,  Keston,  Kent,  one, 
231b.,  and  D.  McDiarmid  (keeper),  one,  221b.  (taken 
with  fly).  On  Feb.  18,  Peter  Dewar  (keeper),  one, 
161b. — R.  Stewabt.  ' 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.).— On  the  first  day  of  the 
season  (Feb.  11),  Lieut.  Orr-Ewing  landed  a  salmon 
weighing  91b. ;  and  on  the  following  day  Mr.  Corbett 
had  an  8-pounder.  On  Feb.  17,  Sir  Archibald  Orr- 
Ewing  landed  a  fine  salmon  which  weighed  161b. 
Weather  favourable,  and  water  settling  down. 
Prospects  good. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — Angling  opens  in  the  Border 
rivers  of  the  Sol  way  on  Tuesday  first.  At  the  time 
of  writing  the  prospects  are  lair  on  most  of  the 
streams.  Some  spring  salmon  were  running  two  or 
three  weeks  ago,  and  an  odd  one  or  two  have  been 
noticed  rising  in  the  pools  of  the  lower  portions. 
The  winter  spawning  season  has  been  a  good  one 
all  round,  with  little  or  no  ice.  The  most  of  the 
fish  paired  early  in  the  back-end,  and  were  on  the 
redds  before  the  end  of  November.  A  few  have  no 
doubt  to  spawn  even  now,  but  it  is  practically  over 
for  the  spring.  Kelts  are  descending  seaward,  but 
it  will  be  some  weeks  yet  before  they  have  all  gone 
back.  Unfortunately,  there  is  some  disease  observ- 
able in  the  Nith,  but  nothing  like  that  preyaiUng 
in  the  Esk,  which  was  the  first  river  to  show  the 
fungus  shortly  after  the  rod  fishing  closed  on 
Nov.  1.  There  are  also  slight  touches  of  it  in  the 
Galloway  rivers,  as  also  in  the  Annan.  In  the 
latter  river  the  disease  was  first  noticed  ten  days 
ago,  but  so  far  it  is  only  an  odd  spotted  fish  that 
has  been  seen.  There  was  a  flood  the  other  day 
which  may  have  had  a  good  effect  in  clearing  the 
affected  fish  to  the  sea.  The  prospects  of  the  rod 
fishing  are  fairly  hopeful ;  this  is  certainly  so  on 
the  Annan,  where  the  prospects  have  not  been 
so  bright  for  some  years.  It  will  be  a  source  of 
satisfaction  to  those  visitors  who  have  had  a  "  look 
at  Annan  in  former  years  to  know  that  the 


lower  section  below  the  town  bridge,  owned  by  Mr. 
Mackenzie  of  Newbie,  is  not  to  be  confined  to  a  few 
selected  local  anglers  this  season,  as  was^the  case  last 
year  to  the  disappointment  of    the  wandering 
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angler.  Visitors  are  to  be  placed  on  the  same 
footing  as  local  anglers.  Then  the  portion  above 
bridge  which  came  into  possession  of  Mr.  Charles 

f$rook  of  Kinmount  last  season  is  to  be  extended 
o  the  head  of  the  Blackpool,  that  is,  to  near  the 
foot  of  Mount  Annan  Island.  Thus  there  will  be  an 
addition  of  about  a  mile  more  water.  Thirty  years 
ago  the  Blackpool  came  under  the  permit  in  the 
angling  licences  then  issued  ;  but  first  one  part  and 
then  another  section  was  lopped  off,  and  during 
the  past  dozen  years  or  so  it  was  let  along  with  a 
certain  residence.  The  new  portion  adds  a  good 
bit  of  salmon  water,  and  in  the  backend  there  is  a 
fairly  good  chance  of  a  fish  when  the  water  is  right 
for  this  particular  stretch.  Anglers  are  greatly  in- 
debted to  Mr.  Brook  for  opening  his  water.  The 
charges  are  extremely  moderate,  and  not  at  all 
expensive  even  to  those  who  cannot  afford  to  pay 
much  for  the  privilege  of  salmon  fishing.  I  have 
been  favoured  with  a  perusal  of  the  terms  and  con- 
ditions, but  as  this  is  not  to  be  public  for  a  few 
days,  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  give  it  to  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  until  next  week.  Let  me  add  that 
the  terms  are  most  favourable  for  visitors  and  re-i- 
dents.  Visitors  are  to  have  the  privilege  of  taking 
out  weekly  tickets.  The  net  fishing  on  the  English 
side  of  the  firth  opened  last  week,  but  little  has 
been  done  I  hear  by  the  haaf-net  fishermen  up  to 
this  date.  On  Monday  at  midnight  the  nets  on 
the  Scottish  side  of  the  Solway  open  for  the 
season.  The  lessees  are  now  busy  preparing  their 
fishing  gear,  stake-nets,  etc.,  for  the  opening,  but 
it  will  be  about  a  month  after  the  opening  before 
all  the  nets  are  in  working  order.  The  rivers  are  in 
fair  order,  but  a  fall  of  rain  between  now  and 
Monday  would  improve  the  prospects. — Heathek- 

BELL. 

Spey  (Morayshire).— The  rod  and  net  fishing 
opened  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  II,  when  both  the  condi- 
tions of  the  river  and  weather  were  admirable  ;  but 
these  did  not  conduce  to  a  successful  opening,  for 
the  results  were  most  disappointing.  On  the  Duke 
of  Richmond  and  Gordon's  water,  below  the  bridge, 
five  fish  were  taken  by  rod  in  one  of  the  pools  near 
the  bridge.  Four  rods  fished  the  various  pools  on 
General  Home's  water  at  Fochabers,  when  four 
salmon  were  got.  A  good  many  fish  were  seen,  and 
a  few  good  ones  lost,  while  several  kelts  were  hooked. 
The  latter  are  said  to  be  pretty  numerous  in  the 
pools,  despite  the  favourable  volumes  in  which  the 
river  has  been  running  for  the  past  few  weeks.  On 
the  Wester  Elchies  water,  on  Feb.  13,  Mr.  W. 
Duncan  killed  a  salmon  of  161b.,  and  on  the  Aiken- 
way  House  water  one  of  121b.  was  killed,  while  on 
the  Rothes  water  (Mr.  Peto's),  on  Feb.  12,  Mr.  Jas. 
Stewart,  fisherman,  had  one  of  101b.  On  the  Delfur 
water,  up  to  Feb.  11,  five  salmon  have  been  landed. 
Not  for  many  years  have  so  few  fish  been  killed  on 
the  opening  day  and  since,  but  what  were  got  were 
of  good  quality.  Several  pools  on  the  lower  reaches 
were  too  high  for  one  thing,  so  that  better  results 
may  yet  be  obtained.  The  beautiful  open  weather 
of  late  may  have  allowed  the  fish  to  go  up 
the  river  earlier  than  usual,  and  so  stock 
the  pools;  but  if  this  is  so,  the  fish  have 
not  found  their  way  to  the  higher  reaches,  not 
evenakelt  having  "caught  on"  on  the  stretches 
between  Boat  of  Garton  and  Ballindalloch.  Despite 
the  unfavoiirable  opening,  the  prospects,  however, 
for  the  coming  season  are  good.  The  spawning 
season  has  been  an  abundant  one,  and  clean 
fish  have  been  making  their  way  up  the  river  in 
good  numbers  for  months. — J.  M. 

Tay. — The  River  Tay  throughout  the  past  week 
has  been  in  good  order,  but  few  fish  are  moving 
and  sport  has  been  rather  poor.  For  week  ending 
Feb.  17  : — Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Melrose  had  two  fish 
of  191b.  and  81b.  on  Bummouth  and  Benchill  waters, 
while  on  the  upper  reaches  Mr.  P.  M.  Coats  killed 
onefish,151b.,  onFeb.  14,  on  Grand tuUy Castle  water. 
Mr.  H.  W.  Johnston,  one  of  141b.,  on  Feb.  12,  on 
Edradynate,  and  Major  Scott,  one  salmon  of  191b. 
on  Feb.  14,  and  another  of  201b.  on  Feb.  17,  on 
Eastertyre  water.  Major  H.  J.  Pearith  caught  five 
fish  of  201b.,  191b.,  191b.,  171b.,  and  121b.,  on 
Feb.  14,  on  Dalguise  water,  while  on  the  River 
Tummel,  from  Fisher's  Hotel,  Mr,  John  H.  Scotland 
had  a  fiine  fish  of  201b.  on  Feb.  14,  and  Mr.  C.  A.  J. 
Butler,  one  of  151b.,  on  Feb.  15,  on  Faskally 
water. — A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 

The  streams  in  the  Border  district  are  now  getting 
into  good  order  for  fishing.  The  Tweed  and  Teviot 
are  in  excellent  ply  for  salmon  angling,  and  have 
been  so  for  a  week  past.  There  is  at  present  a 
plentiful  supply  of  wind,  and  the  waters  being  in 
fine  fishing  order  salmon  anglers  are  on  the  casts 
nearly  every  day.  On  Monday,  Major  Romanes, 
Forest  Field  House,  Kelso,  caught  a  very  fine  new- 
run  salmon  on  the  Earl  of  Home's  water  at  Birgham. 
On  the  Teviot,  on  Feb.  12,  Mr.  Geo.  Henderson, 
Kelso,  on  the  Springwood  Park  side  of  the 
river  (Sir  Geo.   Douglas'),  had   a  nice    fish  of 
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1 61b.  weight.  Saturday,  however,  was  the  opening 
day  on  the  Teviot,  so  to  say,  and  on  that  day  there 
was  a  little  army  of  rods  out,  the  members  of  the 
Kelso  Angling  Association  having  received  their 
permits  from  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Roxburghe  to 
fish  the  Teviot  on  that  day.  First  of  all  comes  Mr. 
Archibald  Steel,  Kelso,  with  a  fish  of  81b.,  killed 
at  the  bend  of  Teviot  Bridge;  then  comes  Mr 
Colbron,  Kelso,  with  a  clean  salmon  of  91b. ;  then  that 
old  veteran,  Mr.  Richard  Ormiston,  Haybank  House, 
Kelso,  with  a  brace — one  killed  in  the  Kaye  Braes 
and  one  in  the  stream  at  a  cast  known  as  the  "  Back 
of  the  Houses  " — of  7|lb.  and  91b.  Mr.  James  Affleck, 
Heiton,  had  also  a  small  fish,  and  lost  another 
heavy  one  after  a  good  run.  On  Tuesday  the  river 
was  in  excellent  ply,  and  many  partisans  of  the  rod 
and  reel  were  on  the  various  waters. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Boyne  (Navan). — The  season  opened  on  Feb.  12 
with  brighter  prospects  than  for  ten  years  past,  and 
but  for  the  river  being  lower  on  the  opening  day 
than  has  been  on  corresponding  date  for  the  past 
fourteen  years,  excepting  1905,  sport  would  for  the 
first  week  of  the  season  have  been  extremely  good. 
On  Upper  Blackcastle,  Sir  Francis  Ley,  on  Feb.  12, 
Kad  three,  of  241b.,  201b.,  and  101b.;  on 
Feb.  13,  two,  of  221b.  and  18lb. ;  on  Feb. 
14,  four,  of  261b.,  221b.,  21  lb.,  and  191b.;  on 
Feb.  15,  three,  of  241b.,  201b.,  and  71b. 
On  Feb.  13  his  fisherman  had  one  of  281bs. ;  on 
Feb.  14  one  of  301  b. ;  on  the  16th  one  of  16|  lb. ;  on 
Feb.  17.,  two,  of  171b.  and  16|lb. ;  on  the  18th,  one 
of  181b.  Total  eighteen  for  the  week.  On  Lower 
Blackcastle  on  Feb.  12  Mr.  Boylan  had  one  of  231b. 
Mr.  Richards  one  of  181b.  ;  on  Feb.  13  Mr.  Boylan 
one  of  17ilb. ;  on  Feb.  15  Mr.  Boylan  two,  of  2341b. 
and  191b.,  and  Mr.  Aden  FitzHerbert  one  of 
211b.;  on  Feb.  17  Mr.  Boylan  one  of  181b. 
On  the  Blackwater  Mills  Fishery  Mr.  Sclater,  on  Feb. 
12,  had  two,  of  23lb.  and  21  lb.  On  Ardmulchan  the 
fisherman  had  one  of  201b.  on  Feb.  12.  On  Feb. 
1 8  we  had  a  welcome  little  flood  of  about  nine  inches, 
and  if  the  numerous  nets  in  the  estuary  do  not  take 
too  heavy  toll  there  should  be  good  sport  during  the 
coming  week.  I  hear  there  has  been  excellent  sport 
on  the  Slane  Castle  water,  one  rod  on  the  opening 
day  landing  one  fish  and  losing  five  others. — ^Boyhe 
Range  B. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  Lagan  at  Dromore 
has  been  kept  in  perfect  order  by  small  showers, 
but  with  the  advent  of  this  week  sharper  winds 
from  the  north-east  and  north  swept  the  water  and 
largely  put  down  the  trout.  Still  a  few  brace  were 
killed  about  these  reaches  and  as  far  up  as  Dromrara, 
the  killing  flies  being  Hare's  Ear  ribbed  with  gold, 
Red  Hackle,  large-sized  March  Brown,  and  Black 
and  Silver.  The  Water  Commissioners  have  decided 
to  curtail  the  open  season  permanently  by  taking 
the  months  of  February  and  October  off,  on  the 
grounds  that  the  greater  part  of  the  trout  were  not 
in  condition  for  kilhng  during  these  months.  The 
reservoirs  open  on  March  1  at  Woodburn  (north  and 
south),  Lough  Mourne,  Trooper's  Lane,  Marshalls- 
town,  Leathemstown,  and  Stoneyford. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  River  (co.  Cork). — Water  has  been 
in  high  flood  for  past  few  days,  but  during  last  week 
was  in  good  order.  Fishing,  however,  was  poor. 
On  the  Bally  duff  water.  Judge  Shand's  fisherman 
had  one  salmon,  181b.,  on  Feb.  17.  On  the  Mocollop 
water  nothing  was  done.    On  Carey sville  water. 


Mr.  Hamilton  Stubber  and  Mr.  Jameson  had  from 
three  to  five  fish  each  day. — W.  Haynes  and  So>f. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal). — Very  stormy  weather 
has  prevailed  here  during  the  past  week,  with 
almost  continued  rainfalls.  Tho  river  has  been 
swollen  and  unfishable  for  most  of  the  pa.st  week, 
but  fresh-run  salmon  are  steadily  passing  through 
the  river  to  Lough  Melvin.  The  weather  at  time 
of  writing  (Feb.  18)  is  stormy  again. — M.  Rooan 
AND  Sons. 

Killarney. — Sport  has  been  backward  since  tho 
opening  on  Feb.  1  to  Fob.  15.  Since  then  it  has 
improved,  and  at  present  fair  sport  is  being  obtained. 
The  salmon  had  averaged  about  91b.,  the  heaviest 
scaling  211b.  Some  good  brown  trout  have  also 
been  had,  including  one  of  101b.  Prospects  bettor 
at  time  of  writing,  and  the  waters  in  nice  order. 
— T.  J.  D. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork). — On  Fargus  Fishery, 
Major  C.  E.  Wilson  had  one  salmon  of  121b.  On 
Mashonaglass,  Mr.  J.  Barry,  one,  81b.  On  Warrens- 
court,  Mr.  J.  Kelleher,  two,  141b.  and  I81b.  On 
Lehans,  Mr.  M.  Lyons,  two,  101b.  and  20lb.  On 
Carbery,  Capt.  Mackenzie,  one,  101b.  On  Upper 
Carbery,  Mr.  J.  O'Brien,  two,  81b.  and  101b.  On 
Ballineadig,  Mr.  F.  McCarthy,  one,  81b.  At  Innis- 
carra.  Major  Hamilton,  two,  141b.  and  181b. — W. 
Haynes  and  Son. 

Lougli  Currane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). 
— Only  three  salmon  have  been  killed  since  last 
report: — One  of  11  lb.  by  John  J.  Sullivan  with  the 
fly  (this  is  the  first  had  here  this  season  with  the 
fly);  one  of  91b.  by  Jim  J.  Sullivan;  and  one  of 
741b.  by  Michael  Kelly.  At  time  of  writing  (Monday) 
a  north-westerly  gale  is  blowing,  and  no  boats  could 
possibly  go  out.  Salmon  have  been  arriving  during 
the  last  few  days  from  the  sea.  No  anglers  have 
been  out  on  any  of  the  rivers. — T.  J.  D. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Fishing  for  the  past 
week  was  poor,  owing  to  a  heavy  spate.  There 
were  some  good  fish  got  in  the  weirs,  but  rod  fishing 
was  nil,  and  will  be  for  some  days  until  the  waters 
clear.  Lough  fishing  was  bad,  the  water  being  too 
high ;  only  a  few  pike  were  taken  on  the  minnow. — 
John  Deveks. 

Moy  (Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen,  Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — River  out  of  order  during  most  part  of 
the  week  owing  to  the  bad  weather.  A  number  of 
kelts  have  been  landed,  and  your  writer  lost  a  big 
fish  after  thirty  minutes'  play.  I  have  heard  on 
reliable  authority  that  a  clean-run  salmon  was 
killed  on  Conn,  141b.  Sea-trout  anglers  on  the 
Banree  had  fair  sport. — Pat  Heabns. 

Shannon  (Athlone). — The  fishing  for  salmon 
here  has  been  fairly  good  up  to  the  present. 
More  fish  are  running  past  here  than  there 
has  been  for  the  last  twelve  years,  and  pros- 
pects all  along  the  Shannon  are  most  favour- 
able. Capt.  Ramsden,  R.F.A.,  got  eight  very  nice 
salmon  spinning  up  to  this  and  hooked  several 
others.  He  is  fishing  with  E.  Browne.  The  other 
fishermen  were  not  so  fortunate,  as  all  seem  to  be 
breaking  either  tackle  or  holts  and  losing  their  fish, 
and  I  do  not  remember  so  many  fish  hooked  and  lost 
for  a  long  time. — Frank  Browne. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The  weather  has 
turned  stormy  and  somewhat  cooler.  Water  in 
good  condition.  ■  On  Newgarden  the  fishermen 
killed  one  salmon  of  401b.  On  Doonass,  Colonel  J. 
Massy -Westropp,  one  salmon,  201b.  On  Prospect 
the  fishermen  had  two  salmon,  321b.  and  331b. — 
John  Enbight  and  Son. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Pier  patrons  have  been  few  in 
number  during  the  present  week,  and  general  results 
have  not  been  very  satisfactory,  though  a  few  very 
good  catches  have  been  made.  Mr.  Hume,  Mr. 
Lanchester,  Mr.  Pennington,  Mr.  Wills,  Mr.  Argles, 
Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  R.  P.  Richardson,  Mr.  Pocklington^ 
Mr.  Band,  Mr.  Scott,  and  Mr.  Igglesdon  have 
tempted  sport  daily,  but  matters  have  generally 
panned    out  badly,   the  tliickness  of  the  water 

marring    everything    in    the    way    of  sport.  

J.  Richardson. 

Plymouth. — Not  much  doing  this  last  week,  but 
plenty  of  mullet  caught  as  mentioned  in  my  last. 
The  pollack  are  as  yet  small,  but  they  are  coming 
in  better,  and  if  the  weather  keeps  tine  we  shall 
have  the  "  springers "  in.  I  saw  in  one  of  the 
papers  the  other  day  that  it  was  a  pity  that  the 
idea  still  prevailed  that  mackerel  were  not  fit  to  eat 
until  May,  and  it  told  very  much  against  the  fishing, 
as  there  is  no  demand  for  them.  I  do  not  know 
where  the  suggestion  arose  from,  but  it  is  not  cor- 
rect. Mackerel  are  in  season  from  Novemb3r  to 
July ;  true  they  spawn  in  August  and  September, 
and  they  do  not  get  in  good  condition  until,  say, 
January,  and  they  are  in  their  prime  in  March. 
often  get  some  good  hauls  in  this  month,  and  the 
fish  are  very  large. — William  Heardeb  (B.S.A.S.) 
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Pfovineial  iliigliog  flotes. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post. 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  cry  is,  "Still  they  come!"    Six  new  clubs 
were  affiliated  to  the  Birmingham  Association  at 
their    last  committee   meeting.    They  were  the 
Bolton  Society,  Bolton-road,  Small  Heath  ;  the  Five 
Ways    Working    Men's  Club,   Broad-street;  the 
Tower  Society,  Potter's-hill,  Aston ;  the  Jewellers' 
Arms  Society,  Key-hill';  the  Wrentham  Society, 
Wrentham  street ;  and  the  Sir  Henry  Irving,  Irving- 
street.  By  the  admission  of  these  societies  it  makes 
202  clubs  connected  with  the  association,  and  adds 
over  250  members,  bringing  up  the  total  strength 
of  that  body  to  over  8000  members.    Our  financial 
position  shows  that  after  meeting  all  Uabilities  the 
sum  of  £  1 72  53.  5d.  is  carried  forward  to  the  credit  of 
the  association.  The  annual  exhibition  will  again  be 
held  at  Bingley  Hall,  Birmingham ;  it  will  open 
in  March  and  remain  open  for  twelve  weeks.  This 
year  the  profits  will  be  in  aid  of  the  Marie  Hall 
Convalescent  Home  for  Women  in  connection  with 
our  Hospital   Saturday  Fund.     The  Birmingham 
Association  will  display  their  specimen  fish,  and  a 
large  number  of  fresh  cases  will  be  on  view.  A 
special  silver  cup  will  be  competed  for,  together 
with  other  special  prizes  given  by  members  and 
patrons  of  the  association.    The  angling  societies 
in  Coventry  are  very  much  in  favour  of  joining  the 
provincial   association.     Mr.   H.   W.    Miller,  the 
general  secretary  of  the  P.A.  A.,  visited  the  Coventry 
Angling  Society,  which  is  the  oldest  established  club 
in  the  city,  on  Tuesday  last.    This  club  and  others 
will  in  the  near  future  become  affiliated  with  the 
P.  A.  A.  under  the  name  of  the  Coventry  Association. 
At  the  last  committee  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
Association  it  was  decided  to  recommend  to  the 
general  meeting,  to  be  held  in  March  next,  the 
advisability  of  making  the  entrance  fee  of  new  clubs 
two  guineas  instead  of  one  guinea  as  now  charged. 
It  was  also  decided  to  hold  the  association  annual 
dinner  at  the  Old  Eoyal  Hotel,  Temple-row,  on 
Saturday,  March  21  next,  when  it  is  expected  that 
the  whole  of  the  clubs  will  be  represented.    Mr.  T. 
Coles  will  preside.    We  have  had  some  nice  weather 
for  angling,  with  the  exception  of  Saturday  and 
Monday    last,    and  some    fair   sport  has  been 
had  for  the  time  of  the  year.    Pool  fishing  has 
been  good.     S6me   nice  catches  of  roach  have 
been  had  from  the  Sutton  Park  pools.    Our  rivers 
have  been  in  good  order  and  of  a  decent  colour.  A 
golden  carp  of  41b.  4|oz.  has  been  taken  from 
private  water  by  a  member  of  the  Birmingham 
Heath  Society.    Three  members  of  the  Crescent 
Society  have  taken  from  the  Severn  at  EardLngton 
a  bag  of  chub  and  roach  weighing  231b.    The  Lich- 
field Canal  has  yielded  some  good  perch  up  to  1  Jib. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

That  great  desideratum,  rain,  has  at  length  fallen, 
and  in  sufficient  volume  to  materially  alter  the 
condition  of  the  streams,  so  that  roach-fishing  is 
almost  certain  to  be  improved.  The  lower  lengths 
of  the  Witham  have  already  been  fished  with 
greater  success,  especially  in  the  vicinity  of  Chapel 
Hill,  and  an  improvement  is  also  noticeable  on  the 
middle  reaches  of  the  Forty-foot  and  Glen. 
Recently,  of  course,  pike  have  been  the  great 
attraction,  and  most  waters  have  yielded  capital 
sport  in  this  respect.  Several  brace  have  been 
secm-ed  from  the  lengths  below  Dowsby  and 
Dunsby  Fens,  but  nothing  heavier  than  61b.  is 
mentioned  this  week.  On  the  lower  reaches, 
between  Swineshead  and  Boston,  there  has  also 
been  a  good  run  of  sport ;  but  here  again  the  fish 
have  run  rather  small.  Live  bait  is,  just  now,  doing 
the  most  execution  amongst  the  fresh-water  shark. 
Just  before  despatching  these  notes  I  hear  good 
accounts  of  roach-fishing  all  round.  One  angler  at 
work  on  the  South  Forty-foot  on  Feb.  18  creeled  no 
less  than  201b.  of  fish,  but  they  were  small  as  a  rule, 
the  heaviest  not  weighing  more  than  fib.  The 
weather  is  mild,  and  if  this  continues  now  that  the 
waters  have  improved,  I  shall  expect  to  hear  of 
good  sport  amongst  roach  from  other  quarters. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  has  only  been  moderate  in  this  district  for 
some  time  past,  although  so  far  as  the  waters  are 
concerned,  better  results  should  occur.  A  few  good 
roach  have  been  taken  occasionally  at  Wansford 
and  Snakeholme  Lock  on  the  Driffield  Canal,  and  at 
Frodingham  Beck-end  a  little  has  been  had  in  dace 
and  roach  fishing,  and  with  redworms  some  very 
nice  perch  have  been  taken.  But  in  the  River  Hull 
I  hear  of  very  few  fish  being  taken,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  pike  ;  and  in  live-baiting  for  these  fish  a  few 
nice  specimens  have  been  creeled. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  taken  a  bad  turn  up  here,  and 
there  is  now  a  strong,  squally  wind  blowing  from 
the  north.  A  few  trout  have  been  picked  up  on  the 
streams  that  are  open,  but  nothing  of  any  moment 
is  being  done,  and  nothing  will  be  until  a  spell  of 
warmer  weather  strikes  in.  A  large  pike  was  taken 
on  Windermere  on  Feb.  10.  This  fish  was  taken  in 
the  nets  while  ,a  couple  of  men  were  engaged  in 
netting  char  for  spawning  purposes ;  it  weighed 
31  lb.,  was  45in.  in  length,  and  23in.  in  girth.  It  is 
being  sat  up  by  Mr.  Hine,  the  taxidermist  at  South- 
port,  who,  when  he  opened  it,  found  a  trout  of  2  Jib. 
inside  it,  18in.  in  length. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

More  weather  than  sport  is  in  evidence  all  over 
this  coimty.  Our  rivers,  Lune,  Wyre,  and  Ribble, 
are  not  heavily  fished,  but  what  coarse  fish  have 
been  taken  are  reported  in  good  trim.  It  is  too 
early  for  trout,  our  waters  being  proverbially  late. 
The  Bollin  received  a  consignment  of  2000  good 
stock  on  Feb.  15.  The  new  hatchery  and  rearing 
ponds  at  Horton  are  now  in  full  operation  and  doing 
well,  and  the  Manchester  Anglers'  Association 
deserve  the  thanks  of  all  Ribble  rods. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

An  important  but  unofficial  meet'ng  took  place 
in  this  city  on  Feb.  17,  when  some  half  dozen 
enthusiastic  anglers  met  to  discuss  the  question  of 
an  exhibit  of  cased  fish,  etc.  After  very  careful 
consideration  it  was  decided  to  ask  the  premier 
associations  in  the  district  to  send  representatives 
to  a  preliminary  meeting  on  Feb.  29  in  Man- 
chester. Coarse  fishers  are  preparing  for  the  close 
season,  and  trout  fishers  have  not  got  to  work  yet. 
Four  trout  were  taken  last  week-end  by  an  Ardwick 
rod,  but  not  in  condition. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  undergone  a  change,  nearly  three 
feet  of  extra  water  coming  on  during  Monday 
night.  It  was  very  thick,  though  at  the  time  of 
writing  there  was  a  decided  improvement.  Un- 
settled weather  has  kept  many  anglers  away  from 
the  banks  of  the  river.  On  Feb.  15,  at  East  Stoke, 
Mr.  J.  Bailey .  and  a  friend  creeled  a  grand  lot 
of  roach  and  chub  with  the  brandling  worm,  and  on 
Feb.  18  he  was  out  with  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis. 
Mr.  F.  Gamble  and  others  have  done  fairly  well  on 
the  same  stretch ;  and  at  the  outflow  of  the  Greet, 
adjoining  Fiskerton  Wall,  several  very  choice  trout 
have  been  taken  with  the  worm.  Mr.  C.  Griffiths  has 
had  three.  One  of  nearly  21b.  has  also  been  caught 
in  the  open  waters  of  the  city  by  an  amateur,  who 
was  trying  for  dace  or  chub  on  the  edge  of  the 
stream.  From  Shardlow  comes  the  news  that  a  brace 
of  pike  of  141b.  odd  have  been  secured  from  Clubley's 
Eaves  by  Mr.  A.  Johnstone  and  Mr.  C.  Bishop,  the 
heavier — 81b. — fell  to  the  rod  of  the  latter.  Roach 
have  been  showing  sport  to  the  worm  in  the  deep 
runs  at  the  bottom  end  of  the  fishery.  Mr.  J. 
Wright  has  landed  a  number  of  nice  perch  from 
Wilford  lake ;  and  both  roach  and  chub  have  come 
from  the  river  adjoining.  Mr.  E.  Winterbottom 
has  been  successful  amongst  bream  and  roach  on 
the  Barton  section.  The  Trent  on  Feb.  19  was 
receding  somewhat  rapidly.  Mr.  W.  Lee,  J.P., 
Nottingham,  was  buried  in  our  general  cemetery 
on  Feb.  17.  The  deceased  gentleman,  who  was 
highly  respected,  was  an  enthusiastic  angler,  having 
been  singularly  successful  amongst  salmon,  trout, 
pike,  baibel,  etc.   He  was  in  his  sixty-seventh  year. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

But  for  the  high  wind  (from  the  north-east  several 
days)  the  weather  has  been  good  for  angling,  and  a 
ntimber  of  anglers  were  out  and  a  lot  of  fish  caught ; 
the  water  in  all  the  rivers  is  in  good  condition.  The 
Teme  has  not  yielded  much  sport,  the  best  catches 
we  have  heard  of  are  eleven  dace  and  1 J  brace  of 
grayling,  by  Mr.  Mason,  and  eight  dace,  a  brace  of 
grayling,  and  three  large  chub  by  Mr.  T.  Haines,  all 
taken  with  the  maggot.  A  lot  of  coarse  fish  have  been 
caught  in  the  Severn.  Fishing  with  the  wheat,  Mr. 
T.  Payne,  of  the  Izaak  Walton  Club,  had  a  great 
catch  of  roach,  heaviest  brace,  2  Jib. ;  another  angler 
a  creel  full  of  chub,  baiting  with  the  lob-worm  and 
ground  baiting  with  congealed  blood.  Mr.  E.  Tyler 
had  seventeen  good  chub,  and  Mr.  Truman  the  same 
number ;  Mr.  E.  Griffin  caught  261b.  (two  fish  over 
31b.  each)  and  Mr.T.  Barnes  nineteen  good  fish;  others 
had  fairly  good  catches  of  chub  and  roach.  One 
angler  caught  a  fine  creel  of  fish  in  the  Avon,  near 
Natford  Mill ;  others  have  done  very  little  on  this 
river.  The  pike  fishermen  on  Feb.  1 6  had  very  few 
fish.  In  the  Severn,  a  few  miles  above  the  city,  a 
fair  number  were  taken,  most  under  4Jlb ; 
live  baits  and  the  spoon  were  used.  Salmon 
fishing    has   not   been  good   this  week.  Some 


of  the  nets  have  done  very  badly.  Another 
society,  the  Diglis  House  club,  has  joined  the 
Worcester  and  District  Angling  Association  and  the 
Provincial  Angling  Association,  and  bids  fair  to 
become  a  strong  body.  The  trout  season  will  open 
in  another  fortnight,  but  the  few  fish  that  liave  been 
hooked  and  returned  to  the  water  this  week  are 
reported  as  being  in  bad  condition — quite  unfit  for 
the  creel. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

No  specimen  fish  worth  noting  have  been  taken. 
Grayling  anglers  lose  no  chance  of  doing  business 
where  it  is  thought  possible  to  get  a  dish  together 
before  the  season  closes.  Attention  is  being  di- 
rected to  the  season  which  opens  on  March  16.  It 
seems  that  anglers  in  general  are  giving  a  good  deal 
of  attention  to  questions  of  restocking  and  preser- 
vation, and  the  acquisition  of  private  waters  is 
another  matter  engaging  more  than  passing  atten- 
tion. Roach  fishing  has  been  stimulated  by  the 
light  rains  lately,  lack  of  colour  in  the  water  having 
been  responsible  for  dearth  of  sport  in  seversS 
directions.  Chub  and  dace,  as  well  as  pike,  have 
yielded  moderate  sport,  the  lightest  tackle  doing 
most.  A  few  good  eels  have  been  caught.  At  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  on 
Feb.  25  a  report  will  be  presented  by  the  Finance 
and  Fish  Pass  Construction  Joint  Committee  on  the 
proposed  fish  '  pass  at  Stamford  Bridge  (River 
Derwent),  and  the  application  to  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture and  Fisheries  for  a  provisional  order  tmder 
the  Salmon  and  Freshwater  Fisheries  Act,  1907. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  generally  favourable,  but 
sport  does  not  come  up  to  anticipation.  The 
majority  of  the  principal  rivers  open  for  angling  are 
now  in  good  order,  and  sport  should  improve  during 
the  next  few  days.  Sea  angling  at  present  is  sus- 
pended along  the  Atlantic  coast  owing  to  northerly 
gales.  At  the  last  Borrisoleigh  Petty  Sessions,  two 
men  named  Michael  Ryan  and  Patrick  Ryan  were 
each  fined  £4,  with  £1  costs,  for  having  on  the  night 
of  Dec.  15  last  entered  the  river  at  Churchquarter 
with  a  spear  and  fork  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
salmon. 

Cork. 

At  a  committee  meeting  of  the  Cork  Anglers' 
Association,  held  the  other  day,  Mr.  S.  Haynes  pre- 
siding, a  contribution  of  £2  was  voted  to  the  Bandon 
Board  of  Conservators  in  order  to  show  how  the 
association  appreciated  the  giving  of  an  open  day 
in  each  week  of  the  season  of  that  river.  Communi- 
cations from  the  department  in  connection  with  the 
granting  of  a  free  day  in  the  week  on  the  fisheries 
of  the  Lee  were  submitted  to  the  meeting,  and  the 
opinion  of  those  present  was  that  the  association 
should  do  its  utmost  in  support  of  the  action  of  the 
Lee  Board  of  Conservators  in  trying  to  get  an  open 
day  in  the  week  for  all  anglers  who  take  out  a 
licence  for  that  river.  Attention  was  directed  to 
the  fact  that  one  of  the  rivers  which  the  association 
helped  to  stock  with  trout  has  now  been  strictly 
preserved,  and  further  action  in  the  matter  was 
postponed  imtil  the  general  meeting. 

North  of  Ireland. 
The  Bann  and  its  tributaries,  the  Blackwater, 
Ballinderry,  Moyola,  Maine,  Sixmilewater,  etc., 
open  on  March  1.  In  the  past  few  days  March 
Browns  and  Blue  Duns  have  hatched  out  freely  on 
the  Bann  and  confluents,  and  trout  have  been 
taking  them  freely.  There  is  every  indication  of 
an  early  season,  and  from  the  rivers  which  are  open 
report  states  that  the  trout  are  in  exceptionally 
good  condition  for  the  time  of  year.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  an  inquiry  into  the  various  close 
seasons  in  force  in  the  North  of  Ireland  will  be 
held  this  spring  in  order  to  unify  them  if  possible. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  Ulster  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion was  held  in  the  Central  Hall,  Rosemary-street, 
Belfast,  on  the  evening  of  Feb.  17,  when  there  was 
a  large  attendance  of  the  members,  Mr.  W.  T. 
Braithwaite  presiding.  The  annual  report  was  read 
by  the  secretary,  Mr.  S.  G.  Taylor,  and  the  financial 
statement  by  Mr.  E.  Hunter,  assistant  treasurer, 
and  both  were  passed.  The  financial  statement 
showed  a  balance  of  nearly  £40  to  the  credit  of  the 
association.  It  was  arranged  to  hold  the  annual 
trout  fishing  competition  on  the  Maine  at  Cully- 
backey  on  Easter  Tuesday,  and  the  aimual  dinner 
on  the  evening  of  St.  Patrick's  Day.  At  the  elec- 
tion of  officers,  Mr.  Braithwaite  was  re-elected 
president,  the  vice-presidents  (of  which  Mr.  R.  B. 
Andrewo  is  the  senior)  and  committee,  with  addi- 
tions, were  re-elected,  as  were  Messrs.  W.  McStay, 
treasurer,  William  Hunter,  assistant  secretary,  and 
Edward  Hunter,  asf:istant  treasurer ;  and  Messrs. 
J.  A.  Barlowe,  A.  Brown,  and  Thomas  Topping 
were  reappointed  auditors  and  finance  committee. 
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SALMON  FISHING. 

A   44S   lib.  FISH, 


Smoke 


Major  T.  writes  us  from  near  Ross,  Hereford,  April  24th,  1907:— 

"Please  send  four  more  of  your  Watchefc  Baits,  and  please  repair  enclosed. 
I  enclose  you  piece  of  Spinning  Line  round  the  box  (one  of  ours)  for  you  to  see 
what  I  killed  a  44  lb.  fish  on  yesterday." 


SALMON  SPINNING  RODS. 

WHOLE  CANE,  21/-,  25/-,  35/-  each. 
BEST  GREENHEART,  12  ft.  6  in.  to  14  ft.  6  in. 
Fitted  with  AGATE  RINGS,  42/-  to  50/-. 

OUR    SALMON    SI^INNINTG  LINES 

are  unequalled  fop  Strengrth  and  Reliability. 
No.  5.    100  yards,  18/6. 

TWXSTEI>   WIRE  TRACES, 

9d.  each ;  8/6  pep  dozen. 


COUNTRY  LIFE 

Cigarettes 


55 


10  for  3d. 


PURE  VIRGINIA  TOBACCO. 


Manufactured  by  the  Proprietors  of 

"COUNTRY  LIFE"  SMOKING  MIXTURE, 

John  Player  and  Sons,  Nottingham. 


All  the  very  latest  Specialities  for  Salmon  Angling. 

NINE  GOLD,  SILVER,  AND  OTHER  AWARDS. 


OGDEN&SCOTFORD 

Pittviite  Gates,  Cheltenham. 


FISHING.     FISHING.  FISHING, 

Gregson's  Complete  Outfits 
are  what  you  want 


ROBERT  TURNBULL, 

Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Manufacturer, 
10  &  12,   HANOVER   street,  Edinburgh. 

FINEST  SELECTION  IN  THE  WORLD  OF 
RODS  AND  TACKLE  FOR  ANY  WATER, 

Everything  fresh  and  up-to-date. 
Quality-THE  BEST.  Prices— RIGHT. 

ANGLERS  WOULD  DO  WELL  TO  ORDER  NOW. 


Telegrams,  '•Tackle,  Edinburgh." 


CATALOGUES  FREE. 


£1/1 


Our  Guinea  Fishings  Outfit  is  a  marvel  for  the 

money,  including  a  10-ft.  Greenheart  Rod,  3  lengths,  with 
snake  rings  and  best  reel  fittings,  well  balanced  and  finished. 
One  superior  Reel  with  check  action;  one  best  Silk 
"Waterproof  Fishing  Line  ;  \  doz.  3-yd.  Gut  Casts ;  1  doz. 
assorted  Flies  on  gut ;  one  Fishing  Bag,  and  a  good  Fly 
Book.      All  superior  quality,  and  sent  post  free  to  your 

door  for  the  sum  of  One  Guinea,. 
Also  Our  Bottom  Fishing  Outfit,  including  all 

you  want  for  the  season,  post  free.  Ten  ShillingfS. 

Our  Boy's  Fishing:  Outfit  is  a  splendid  ofi'er  and 

a  most  suitable  present,  Five  ShillingfS,  complete. 

GREGSON  &  CO.,  59,  Penny  Street,  Blackburn, 


loy- 

5/- 


J.  E.MILL 

NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  DEPOT, 

19,  New  Station  Street, 


Stocktaking  Sale 


THE 


WYE  VALLEY  TROUT  FARM 

Nr.  MONMOUTH, 

can  again  supply  any  quantity  of  their  famous  BROWN  TROUT  and  LOCH 
LEVENS,  any  size  from  3  in.  to  10  in.  long ;  also  RAINBOWS,  NATURAL  POOD, 
WATER  PLANTS,  and  aU  Pisheey  Appabatus  supplied.  Expert  advice  re 
stocking.     Excellent  accommodation  for  pupils.     Apply  the  Managee. 


PERCH  _ 

THE  EARL  OF  DENBIGH'S  FISHERIES,  HOLYWELL 


ItENNET      YALLE  Y  FISHERIES. 

Price  List  of  Trout  ana  Grayling  Fish  Food,  &c. 
Apply  MANAGER,   Kennet  Valley   Fisheries,  Hungerford. 

TeUsjruphk  Address:  "  FISHERIES,  H0SGEKFORD," 


NOW  ON. 


per  cent. 

Dupingr  Febpuapy  Only 

CATALOGUES  FREE. 


ALL  GOODS  GUARANTEED  PERFECT. 

j  Money  Returned  if  not  Approved  of. 
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J^ssocittfions,  cfc. 

To  guarantee  inse^-tion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 
Since  last  report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  many- 
thanks  the  receipt  of  £1  7s.  5.,  Trafalgar  A.S. 
(Brighton) ;  £1  9s.  3d.,  Victoria  Brothers;  £1  10s., 
Thoenix  A.S. ;  £1  3s.,  Lad  broke  A.S.;  and  £3  6s., 
Dalston  A  S.  The  Lea  competition  is  fixed  for 
March  22  at  Rj?e  House,  and  particulars  will  shortly 
be  sent  to  the  clubs  usually  participating.  I  shall 
be  glad  to  hear  from  any  society  wishing  to  have 
their  A.B.S.  box  opened. — W.  H.  Barber,  9, 
Hetley-road,  Shepherd's  Bush. 

Barnes  and  Mortlake  Angling  Society. 
This  society,  although  it  has  only  been  in  exist- 
ence three  months,  has  a  membership  of  between 
thirty  and  forty.  The  headquarters  are  at  the 
Edinburgh  Castle,  White  Hart-lane,  Barnes,  and 
the  society  is  in  the  happy  position  of  being  able  to 
show  a  fine  collection  of  specimen  fish  at  the  com- 
mencement of  its  career.  These  fish  are  the  property 
of  Host  Slater,  and  will  well  repay  a  visit.  The 
last  competition  took  place  at  Penton  Hook  on 
Feb.  9,  and  was  won  by  Jlr.  J.  Hopkins.  For  the 
final  competition  of  the  season  six  valuable  prizes 
are  offered.  Mr.  H.  A.  Brimley  captured  a  pike  of 
141b.,  which  is  being  preserved. — Hon.  Sec. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
More  roach,  dace,  and  chub — about  250 — were 
added  to  the  Harefield  water,  the  result  of  a 
small  netting  which  took  place  during  the  week, 
and  there  are  yet  more  to  come,  as  another 
netting  will  take  place  on  Sunday  next  (Feb.  23). 
Members  willing  to  assist  will  be  very  welcome. 
The  club  outing  was  fairly  successful,  but  takes  did 
not  rule  large.  Mr.  Yarham  had  dace;  Mr.  Sage, 
roach;  Mr.  Wood-Barrett,  roach  (best  lib.  6oz.); 
and  Mr.  Bloom  had  a  pike  of  nearly  51b.  from  the 
Troy  Arm.  Another  club  outing  will  be  arrsmged 
at  an  early  date. — H.  W.  S. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
Annual  General  Meeting. 
The  very  succe  sful  annual  meeting  was  held  at 
Mason's  Hall  on  Feb.  18,  Mr.  G.  W.  Thompson 
presiding.  In  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report, 
balance-sheet,  and  statement  of  accounts  which  liad 
been  read  by  the  hon.  secretary,  the  chairman  gave 
some  interesting  particulars  of  the  progress  of  the 
society,  mentioning  inter  alia  that  in  the  last  three 
or  four  years  the  number  of  members  had  prac- 
tically doubled,  with  a  proportionate  increa-e 
of  income,  which  was  to  a  very  great  extent 
judiciously  expended  in  providing  fishing  water.5. 
In  conclusion,  he  stated  that  he  was  proud — and 
all  members  should  be — to  be  a  member  of  such  a 
progressive  and  enterprising  society.  The  report, 
etc.,  having  been  enthusiastically  adopted,  the 
election  of  officers,  etc.,  for  1908  then  took  place. 
The  customary  C.L.P.S.  toast  and  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  esteemed  chairman  closed  the  very 
satisfactory  annual  meeting. 


The  ordinary  meeting,  which  had  previously  been 
held,  was  most  pleasantly  presided  over  by  Mr.  E. 
P.  Beamont.  The  following  fishing  reports  were 
made  : — Mr.  H.  Hunt,  thirteen  roach  and  one  jack ; 
Mr.  F.  Stewart,  five  jack;  Mr.  E.  H.  Higgs,  six: 
jack;  Mr.  A.  G.  Merritt,  four  jack;  and  Mr.  W. 
Gilbert,  at  Dover,  four  codling.  Mr.  W.  E.  Phillips 
was  very  heartily  thanked  for  a  handsome  donation 
to  the  prize  fund.  Operations  for  restocking  the 
society's  waters  are  progressing,  many  mem- 
bers giving  in  their  names  as  contributing  to 
the  special  fund  for  that  purpose;  a  complete 
list  of  contributions  will  be  published  later. 
There  will  be  a  competition  at  Langford  on 
Tuesday  next,  Feb.  25,  when  medals  are  offered  for 
the  best  three  perch,  also  for  the  best  three  dace, 
and  Mr.  Beamont's  prize  for  the  best  three  roach. 
Train  leaves  Liverpool-street  at  8.55  a.m.,  returning 
at  7  p.m.  There  will  also  be  an  outing  to  Wrays- 
bury  on  Saturday,  Feb.  29.  A  cordial  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chairman  concluded  the  business. — 
Hon.  Seo. 

Clarence  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  H.  H.  Stephens  presided  over  a  full  meeting 
on  Feb.  18.  The  last  competition  of  the  season  will 
be  held  at  Henley  on  March  8  next.  The  following 
gentlemen  have  contributed  the  prizes  : — Messrs. 
A.  Carr,  C.  Rodd,  H.  H.  Stephens,  J.  Cromwell,-and 
J.  Plunkett.  Messrs.  Dunk  and  Ganten's  prize  has 
also  been  added  to  the  list.  A  new  member  has 
been  elected. — W.  J.  Carter,  Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  A.  J .  Saunders  took  the  chair  at  the  usual 
weekly  meeting  on  Tuesday  last,  and  a  very  appre- 


ciative audience  faced  him,  when  Mr.  H.  Davey 
Turner  read  his  promised  paper  on  "Devonshire 
Fishing."  Mr.  Turner  briefly  informed  his  listeners 
how  to  reach  the  delightful  region  where  it  was  soon 
evident  Mr.  Turner  was  quite  at  home.  In  the  course 
of  his  remarks  he  showed  them  that  one  might  fish  in 
Devonshire  many  times  with  only  very  poor  results, 
and  therefore  knowledge  obtained  from  the  natives 
should  be  sought  and  their  advice  followed.  The 
character  of  the  scenery,  especially  riverine, 
was  graphically  described,  and  the  arduous 
nature  of  a  day's  fishing  well  brought  out. 
Flies,  rods,  tackle  and  baits,  even  to  the  humble 
worm,  the  use  of  which,  except  under  certain  con- 
ditions, he  deprecated,  were  touched  on,  and 
the  methods  of  taking  trout,  peal,  and  salmon 
fully  described.  Mr.  Turner's  paper  was  full 
of  interest  throughout,  and  his  audience  at  its 
close  were  Uke  Oliver  Twist.  It  is  hoped  at 
some  future  time  he  may  be  induced  to  give  us 
another  chapter.  Mr.  Turner  was  accorded  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  for  his  paper.  Fishing  reports  were 
poor,  though  several  members  had  been  out.  The 
toasts  of  "The  Visitors"  and  "Absent  Friends" 
were  duly  honoured,  and  the  chairman  accorded  the 
thanks  of  the  meeting. — Hon.  Sec. 

HiGHBtTRY  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  C.  L.  Scholefield  took  the  chair  at  the  meeting 
on  Feb.  19.  Fishing  reports  were  very  poor  for  the 
weak,  nothing  worth  recording.  The  coarse  fish  are 
to  be  netted  out  of  the  lower  stretch  of  our  trout 
fishery  on  Feb.  22,  and  a  grand  lot  of  lOin.  trout 
turned  ia  to  take  their  place.  Members  are  invited 
to  go  down,  especially  willing  workers,  as  there  is  a 
lot  of  work  to  be  done. 

Ingleton  Angling  Association  (Yorkshire). 
At  the  invitation  of  the  Rev.  James  Turner,  M.A., 
president,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Worthington,  hon.  secre- 
tary and  treasurer,  the  members  of  the  Ingleton 
Angling  Association  and  the  riparian  owners  were 
hospitably  entertained  at  the  Wheat  Sheaf  Hotel 
on  Friday  evening,  Feb.  14.    About  fifty  accepted 
the  invitation,  and  a  most  enjoyable  evening  was 
spent,  songs  and  toasts  being  contributed  at  inter- 
vals.    The  Rev.  J.  Turner  in  proposing  "  The 
Ingleton  Angling  Association  "  said  that  Ingleton 
was  a  place  where  many  visitors  came,  many  of 
whom  were  attracted  by  the  excellent  trout  fishing 
which  they  were  privileged  to  enjoy  at  a  reasonable 
cost.    The  Lune  Fishery  Board  had  lately  granted 
them  a  general  licence,  and  this  would  do  away 
with  the  necessity  of  individuals  taking  out  a  rod 
licence.    Ho  coupled  with  the  toast  the  names  of 
two  members  who  had  done  a  great  deal  for  the 
angling  association — Mr.  S.  Worthington  and  Mr. 
J.  T.  Knowles.  Mr.  Worthington  said  many  visitors 
came  to  Ingleton  purely  for  the  splendid  trout 
fishing  that  was  to  be  had.     They  had  spent  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  money  during  recent  years  in 
stocking  their  eight  miles  of  fishing  rights  and 
generally  in  improving  the  conditions  for  anglers. 
Mr.  J.  T.  Knowles  spoke  of  the  meeting  as  a  happy 
reunion  after  the  troubles  of  the  last  two  years 
with  the  Lune  Fishery  Board,  which  was  hitting 
the  association  hard  when  it  refused  to  grant  a 
general  licence.    Through  the  intervention  of  the 
Board  of  Fisheries  they  had  got  the  general  licence 
renewed,  and  they  could  now  look  to  the  future 
with  brighter  prospects.     Other  toasts  honoured 
were  the  "Donors,"  responded  to  by  Mr.  Thos. 
Coates;  the  "Lessors,"  responded  to  by  Mr.  J. 
Brown ;  the  "  Visitors,"  responded  to  by  the  Rev. 
J.  Williams  ;  and  the  "  Hosts,"  which  was  given  in 
a  happy  vein  by  the  Rev.  J.  Llewellyn,  and  drunk 
with  musical  honours.    The  National  Anthem  con- 
cluded a  very  pleasant  evening. — Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  H.  D.  Turing  presided  over  our  meeting  last 
Monday.  Comparatively  few  members  had  any- 
thing to  report  as  to  angling,  and  but  a  small  pro- 
portion of  those  had  obtained  any  sport ;  a  notable 
exception,  however,  was  Mr.  E.  Blimdell,  who 
reported  the  capture  of  a  141b.  pike  from  the 
society'^  water  on  the  Kennet,  and  stated  that  he 
had  this  season  had  others  from  the  same  water  of 
ll^lb.,  101b.,  8^1b.,  and  two  of  5Jlb.  each,  besides 
other  smaller  ones.  Our  dinner,  next  Monday, 
Feb.  24,  is  at  the  usual  time,  7.30  sharp. — Hon.  Sec. 

Watford  Piscatobs. 

Several  of  the  members  had  the  pleasure  last 
Saturday  of  transferring  to  their  waters,  specially 
reserved  for  trout  fishing,  a  large  consignment  of 
three-year  old  brown  trout.  These,  with  the  quan- 
tity already  in  the  waters,  will  afford  good  sport  at 
the  opening  of  the  coming  season  on  April  1,  being 
a  very  good  lot  of  fish,  many  measuring  16  inches. 
A  pike,of  1 1  lb.  2oz  was  taken  in  one  of  the  other 
waters  rented  by  the  society  on  the  same  day. — 
A.  Masser,  Hon.  Sec. 


BRIDGWATER  AJ^GLING  ASSOCIATION. 


The  annual  dinner  in  connection  with  the  above 
association  was  held  at  the  headquarters,  the  Rail- 
way Hotel,  on  Thursday  evening,  Feb.  13,  and  was 
taken  part  in  by  a  large  company.  The  room  had 
been  suitably  decorated  for  the  occasion,  and 
altogether  a  very  enjoyable  time  was  spent.  The 
president  of  the  association  (Mr.  R.  Y.  Foley,  J.P.) 
presided,  and  he  was  supported  by  a  large  and 
influential  assemblage.  After  the  meal,  which  was 
splendidly  served  by  Host  and  Hostess  Read,  the 
chau-man  submitted  the  loyal  toast,  which  was 
fittingly  honoured. 

Later  the  chairman  presented  the  association  gold 
medal  for  the  heaviest  weight  of  fish,  caught  in  the 
several  competitions,  to  Mr.  Oliver  Jenkins,  and 
other  prizes. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Bond,  in  the  ab.enoe  of  Mr.  J.  T. 
Dunsford,  proposed  the  toast  of  "  The  Mayor  and 
Corporation." 

The  ex-Mayor  first  responded,  and  said  it  had 
afforded  him  great  pleasure  to  be  associated  with 
the  Corporation  for  so  many  years,  and  to  have 
seen  the  large  number  of  improvements  that  had 
been  effected  in  the  town.    He  wished  their  asso- 
ciation every  possible  success.  He  was  very  pleased 
to  see  the  progress  the  association  had  made,  the 
success  being  largely  due  to  the  capable  work  of 
the  officers.    He  hoped  he  should  hear  a  better 
report  of  the  fishing  at  the  next  annual  dinner. 
Councillor  F.  H.  Allen  also  replied. 
The  Chairman,  in  proposing  "  Success  to  the 
Bridgwater  Angling  Association,"   said  although 
others  might  excel  him  in  proposing   the  toast, 
none  could  beat  him  in  wishing  the  association 
success.    There  had  bean  some  little  sarcasm  in  the 
local  Press  on  account  of  the  smallness  of  the  size 
of  the  jack  that  had  been  taken  out  of  the  canal. 
How  much  truth  there  might  be  in  the  allegation 
he  did  not  know,  but  of  course  it  was  more  sport- 
ing to  put  back  small  fish.    He  observed  from  a 
Bristol  paper  that  a  somewhat  similar  complaint 
was  made  in  regard  to  the  anglers  of  that  city,  only 
in  this  instance  complaint  was  made  against  the 
enormous  size  of  the  jack  that  had  been  caught. 
The  toast  was  musically  honoured. 
Mr.  S.  M.  Vinten  said  he  should  Uke  on  behalf  of 
the  association  first  to  offer  their  thanks  to  the 
directors  of  the  Somerset  Trading  Company,  through 
whose  generosity  they  had  had  the  use  of  the  waters 
at  Dunwear  entirely  free  of  cost.    During  the  past 
three  years  they  had  put  a  large  number  of  fish 
into  the  waters.    The  membership  of  the  associa- 
tion has  increased  year  by  year,  and  the  total  was 
now  about  eighty.    The  committee  would  also  like 
to  thank  those  gentlemen  who,  though  not  fisher- 
men, had  honoured  them  with  their  presence  that 
evening.    Angling  was  a  very  old  sport,  so  old 
indeed  that  it  carried  them  back  into  the  most 
remote  ages,  and  whilst  many  old  sports  and 
pastimes  had  been  almost  forsaken,  angling  was 
more  popular  than  ever. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Hutchings  said  the  present  membership 
of  the  association  was  ninety-four,  being  an  increase 
of  thirteen  from  the  previous  year.  They  had  put 
1 1 ,000  fish  into  the  ponds  at  Dunwear,  and  as  the 
fish  could  not  possibly  get  out,  they  had  the  satis- 
faction of  knowing  that  the  majority  of  them  were 
still  there. 

The  ex -Mayor,  in  proposing  the  health  of  the 
president,  remarked  that  he  believed  it  was  the  first 
public  dinner  at  which  Mr.  Foley  had  presided,  and 
they  were  exceedingly  gratified  to  have  him  in  the 
chair. 

Mr.  H.  I.  Humphry  proposed  "  The  Visitors," 
and  Mr.  H.  W.  Farrance  submitted  "  The  Press," 
which  was  acknowledged,  and  the  chairman  gave 
the  "Host  and  Hostess,"  and  also  thanked  Mr. 
Phillips  for  accompanying  the  songs. 

The  proceedings  terminated  with  "  Auld  Lang 
Syne  "  and  "  God  Save  the  King." 


A  dish  of  fried  soles  was  being  handed  round  at 
a  dinner  in  a  large  hotel.  When  the  waiter  reached 
the  last  two  guests  there  were  only  two  fish  left,  one 
of  them  large  and  tempting,,  the  other  a  mere 
harmony  in  skin  and  bone.  The  last  guest  but  one 
promptly  took  the  larger  fish,  leaving  the  small  one 
for  his  neighboiu".  The  latter,  far  from  pleased, 
began  deploring  the  scarcity  of  good  manners 
among  hotel  guests,  and  suggested  that  eonie 
people  had  no  claim  to  the  title  of  "  gentleman. "  The 
man  who  was  eating  the  large  sole  paused  and  said, 
"  You  suggest  that  I  am  no  gentleman.  May  I  ask 
what  you  would  have  done  in  my  place?"  "I 
should  certainly  have  taken  the  smaller  fish." 
"  Well,  you  have  got  it  now.  Everything  has 
happened  as  it  would  have  done  if  you  had  had  first 
choice.    What  are  you  grumbling  about  ?  " 
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ANDERSONS 

GOLD  MEDAL 

FISHING 


GUARANTEED 
WATEHPHOOF. 


ANDERSON,  ANDERSON  &  ANDERSON,  Ltd. 

RUBBER,  WATERPROOF  and 
OILSKIN  MANUFACTURERS  /fB 

WADERS 


N.B.  No.  lW-Wide  Fitting  for  Extra  ClothlngX^^/^^^^      MR  rMrmuM  L\".o 

No.  2-MEDIUM  WEAR.  ^.0.    No.  ^   MEDIUM  WEAR 

THIRTY.OHE  COLD  MEDALS  AND  AWARDS.        S    MEDIUM  WEAR 


eOlDMEDAt 

lERS 


10  u 
2  o 


1*1  Ih 


tREGIfrtREI 


Ut.5TA.HAU.flNOERSON5-LnN001ij 


FISHING  STOCKINGS. 

No.  1    35/-  I  No.  3  25/6 


TROUSERS, 

Showing  Waist  Belt, 
Woollen  Socks  and  a 
pair  of  Leather  and 
Canvas  Brogues. 


"BUCKLAND  " 

Combination  Waders, 
with  attached 
Leather  Brogues. 
No.  1  70/. 


No.  1W  37/6  j 
No.  2  31/61 


No.  4 
No.  5 


21/- 
16/6 


No.  1  52/6 
No.  1W  55/- 
No.  2  47/6 


No.  3 
No.  4 
No.  5 


37/6 
32/6 
26/6 


BELTS,  3/- 
BRACES,  3/6 


"DEVONSHIRE" 

Combination  Waders 
with  attached 
Rubber  Brogues, 
No.  2  44/6 


"NORGE" 
Semi-Waders,  Upper 
part.  Ordinary  Tweed, 
with  Pockets. 
Waterproof  Seat. 
No.1   52/6.     No.  3  37/6. 


WOOLLEN  SOCKS,  2/3  &  3/- 
To  top  of  thigh,  5/6. 
Short  WATERPROOF  Socks, 7/6 


4 


THE  "OVERBOOT" 

Waders  with 
Rubber  Golosh, 

37/6  THE 

"HAMPSHIRE  "{ 

50/. 


"SILVERBURN 


THE  "QUARTERDECK" 

Pure  Rubber,  Leather  Lined. 
Leather  Feet  and  Soles, 
52/6,  with  Hobs,  55/- 


THE  "SUTHERLAND." 

Pure  Rubber  Lined  Leather 
with  attached  High  Leather 
Brogues,  95/- 


Shallow  Waders 
the  Extension  over 
Knee  (dark  pattern) 
turns  inside. 
No.  2  25/6    No.  4  20/- 
No.  3  22/6    No.  5  16/6 
If  without  Knee 
Extension,  4/6  less. 


Cholmondeley-Pennell ' 

Over-Knee 

Waders, 
No.  2   63  - 
To  measure 
7/6  extra. 


Leather  Lined  Knee  Boot,  75/. 
super  quality: 


CATALOGUES  POST  FREE  ON  APPLICATION. 


Improved 

N0N-SLIPPIN3  PKE. 

For  Gentlemen,  29  6 
For  Ladies,  25 


37,  dUEEN  VICTORIA  ST.,  E.C.    LONDON.  58-59,  CHARING  CROSS,  S  W 

70,  QUEEN  STREET,  CARDIFF  —   w..www,  w.lf 


23,  CASTLE  STREET,  SWANSEA. 


_0»;_from_every  high-class  Dealer  in  the  United  Kingdom 


See  Issue  Feb.  29  foi*  BROGUES. 
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■glofcs  from  i^c  ^Torfl). 

The  Spey  did  not  open  as  auspiciously  as  was 
anticipated,  and  which  the  conditions  otherwise 
warranted,  yet  there  is  abundance  of  fish  in  the 
lower  pools. 


The  opening  on  the  Dee  was  exceedingly  good, 
especially  on  the  Cairnton,  Blackhall,  and  Banchory 
reaches.  The  Kincardine  and  Aboyne  waters  were 
disappointing,  but  two  fish  were  killed  on  the 
King's  water  at  Balmoral — a  unique  experience 
on  the  opening  day. 


However,  this  indicates  a  good  time  of  it  for  the 
Ballater,  Cambus  O'May,  Glentana,  and  Aboyne 
rods,  and  given  open  weather  there  shoxild  be  a 
most  prolific  spring  and  plenty  of  sport. 


I  opened  my  season  on  the  Don  on  Feb.  13  on 
the  Inverurie  Burgh  water — an  excellent  stretch  of 
three  miles  or  so,  and  to  be  got  for  the  asking  from 
the  town  clerk.  There  were  no  clean  fish,  but  any 
number  of  kelts. 


An  old  man — a  noted  pearl  fisher — was  caught 
on  this  water  with  two  kelts  in  his  bag,  and  of 
course  had  to  pay  the  piper.  It  will  put  more 
innocent  anglers  on  their  guard,  as  he  knew  well 
enough  the  difference  between  a  kelt  and  a  salmon. 


Mr.  Henri  Riviere  had  good  sport  on  the  Park 
Dee  water  on  Feb.  13  and  14,  while  Messrs.  Showers 
and  Neal  had  one  or  two  to  begin  with  on  the  Drum 
section. 


Mr.  Rennie  and  family,  London,  have  the  King- 
causie  Dee  water  this  year,  and  Messrs.  Gill  and 
friends  the  Blairs. 


"  Lieutenant  Orr-Ewing  is  doing  well  on  the 
Shin,"  Mr.  Duncan  writes  me ;  "  he  had  one  on 
each  of  two  days  last  week — the  first  time  for  many 
years  that  blood  has  been  drawn  so  early  in  the 
season."    The  prospects  are  good. 


At  the  Perth  Natural  History  Museum  an 
artificial  hatchery  in  full  working  order  is  one  of 
the  sights  attracting  the  attention  of  crowds  there 
daily.  The  eggs  were  got  from  the  Dupplin 
Hatchery. 


The  supplies  of  salmon  from  the  netting  stations 
along  the  east  coast  are  now  much  better  than  in 
the  opening  week,  but  netters  have  a  grudge  at  the 
amount  of  fish  that  has  gone  past  them  with  the 
fine  open  winter. 


Mr.  Mackay,  Reay,  writes  me :  "All  the  rivers 
which  opened  early  in  January  have  now  some  fish, 
but  sport  has  not  been  bright." 


Some  fair  baskets  of  finnock  are  being  made  on 
the  Dee  tidal.  The  Soldier  Palmer  is  the  taking 
lure,  but  some  softening  showers  are  needed  to 
improve  matters. 


The  Deveron  is  well  stocked,  and  those  looking  to 
it  should  write  to  the  town  clerk  at  Banff,  or  any 
of  the  Huntly  hotel  proprietors  for  their  latest 
terms.  Special  Scotch. 


DEATH  OF  A  WELL-KNOWN  YORK- 
SHIRE ANGLER. 

Many  anglers  will  hear  with  regret  of  the  death 
of  Mr.  Ja?.  H.  Keighley,  at  Whitby,  a  few  days  ago. 
Coming  to  reside  in  that  town  some  thirty  years  ago 
on  account  of  his  health,  Mr.  Keighley  soon  made 
a  large  circle  of  friends.  He  joined  the  Esk  Fishery 
Association,  and  was  one  of  its  most  enthusiastic 
members,  and  for  a  good  many  years  has  been  its 
chairman,  an  office  which  he  held  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Esk  Board  of 
Conservators,  being  one  of  the  members  appointed 
thereon  by  the  North  Riding  of  Yorkshire  County 
Council.  He  was  a  thorough  sportsman.  A  severe 
attack  of  influenza  some  ten  or  twelve  years  ago 
undermined  his  health,  and  the  death  of  his  wife  a 
year  ago  was  an  irreparable  blow  to  him.  A  failure 
of  the  heart's  action  was  the  ultimate  cause  of  his 
death.  The  interment  took  place  on  Feb.  11,  and 
a  large  and  influential  gathering  attended  the  last 
offices  to  show  their  respect  for  the  deceased  gentle- 


SOUTHEND  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


The  Seventh  annual  dinner  of  the  above  society 
was  held  on  Wednesday  evening,  Feb.  12,  at  the 
Palace  Hotel,  Southend,  when  180  guests  were 
assembled.  The  Mayor  (Alderman  J.  C.  Ingram) 
presided,  supported  by  the  Mayoress  (Mrs.  Ingram), 
Captain  J.  R.  B.  Newman,  Mr.  A.  F.  Begernie,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  A.  G.  Freeman,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  Norman, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sidney  Lee,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Norman, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  O.  M.  Howard,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  G. 
Howard,  the  whole  of  the  officers  of  the  society 
and  their  wives.  Mr.  O.  Mitchell,  the  manager  of 
the  hotel,  had  admirably  set  out  the  spacious 
banqueting  hall  for  the  occasion,  the  tables  being 
decorated  with  choice  spring  fiowers.  A  substantial 
repast  was  admirably  served,  and  at  the  close  toast 
and  song  ruled  the  order  of  the  evening. 

After  the  toast  of  "The  King,"  the  Mayor  pro- 
posed "  Success  to  the  Southend  Amateur  Angling 
Society,"  remarking  that  as  they  had  reached  the 
seventh  year  of  its  existence  and  they  had  such  a 
gathering  as  that  to  the  anniversary  dinner,  it 
spoke  well  for  its  continuance  and  prosperity. 
They  had  finished  the  year  with  a  very  good 
balance  on  the  right  side.  They  had  also  gratifying 
records  of  success  at  the  Herne  Bay  festival. 

Mr.  Frank  Norman,  replying,  proceeded  to  refer 
to  the  continued  success  of  the  society.  Their 
fresh-water  competition  had  been  of  great.interest ; 
whilst  in  the  singling  festival  they  took  a  leading 
part,  not  only  in  the  arranging  of  details,  but  also 
in  the  capturing  of  prizes.  On  their  social  side 
they  had  been  equally  successful,  and  in  this  their 
musical  programmes  were  well  catered  for  by  Mr. 
Stephenson.  In  conclusion  he  told  the  record  in 
verse. 

Capt.  Newman  wittily  proposed  the  toast  of  "  The 
Ladies  and  Visitors,"  and  Mr.  Davey  replied  for  the 
ladies  and  Mr.  R.  C.  Manning  for  the  visitors. 

The  concluding  toast  was  "The  Chairman,"  sub- 
mitted by  the  secretary.  During  the  evening  the 
prizes  were  distributed  by  the  mayoress.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  prize-giving,  the  mayor  handed 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Watson  the  society's  gift  of  a 
music  cabinet. 

The  musical  programme  was  under  the  direction  of 
Mr.  T.  N.  Stephenson,  and  was  of  a  first-class  order; 
the  artistes  including  Mr.  J.  W.  Miles,  Mr.  A.  H. 
Dodridge,  Miss  Ethel  E.  Wilford,  Miss  N.  Segournay, 
Miss  Maisie  Brunsden,  Mr.  Edward  J.  Castle,  and 
Miss  M.  Dodridge. 


NEW  FISH  ON  THE  QUEENSLAND 
COASTS. 


One  new  genus  and  seven  new  species  of  fish 
from  the  coasts  of  Queensland  (already  rich  in 
many  edible  forms  of  fish  life,  notably  the  Schnapper) 
have  been  discovered.  These  are  described  by 
Mr.  J.  Douglas  Ogilby  in  a  paper  read  before  the 
Royal  Society  of  Queensland.  The  fish  are :  the 
Slender  Dog  Shark  (Scoliodon  jordani),  from  the 
snapper  grounds  off  Moreton  Bay ;  Howes'  Needle- 
fish {Tylosurus  impotens) ;  the  Long-beaked  Garfish 
{Memirhamphus  welsbyi),  the  White-dotted  Groper 
(Epinephelus  raymondi),  and  the  Sombre  Leather 
Jacket  {Pseiido-monacanthus  melanoides),  from  More- 
ton  Bay ;  the  Small-toothed  Jewfish  {Pseudomycte- 
rus — new,  genus — mncidlochi),'fTom  the  Logan  river ; 
and  the  Queensland  Bellows  Fish  (Macror/tampTioszAS 
gallinago),  from  the  Tweed  Heads.  Mr.  Ogilby 
proposid  to  subdivide  the  genus  Tylosurus  by 
separating  from  the  typical  Long  Toms  the  short, 
deep,  strongly-compressed  forms  under  the  sub- 
generic  name  Stenocaulus,  and  the  short,  depressed 
forms  as  Eurycaulus.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks 
he  also  recorded  the  capture  at  Southport  of  the 
handsome  clupeoid  commonly  known  as  the  Lady- 
fish  {Albula  macrodonta),  this  being  the  first  record 
of  the  occurrence  of  this  species  in  Australian 
waters.  He  also  stated  that  towards  the  close  of 
last  May  numerous  examples  of  the  Southern 
Mackerel  {Scomber  Australasicus)  were  caught  by 
snapper  parties  fishing  on  the  off-shore  grounds, 
the  species  being  for  the  first  time  noticed  from 
Queensland  seas. 

Mr.  Ogilby  read  an  interesting  note  on  a  shower 
of  fish  that  fell  in  Brisbane  during  a  severe  hail- 
storm which  took  place  on  October  7.  The  fish 
were  Trout  Gudgeons  (KreffHus  adsperaus),  and  he 
mentioned  that  we  now  have  positive  proof  that  all 
the  three  common  Gudgeons  were  liable  to  become 
victims  to  this  phenomenon. 


.The  Trout  Fly  Dkesser's  Cabinet  of  Devices,  or  How  to 
Tie  Trout  and  Grayling  Flies.— Can  be  had  poet  free  for  2/3 
in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London.  Second  Edition.  By  H.  G. 
McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "The  best  book  ever  written 
on  the  subject." — Fishing  Gazette. 


DUMFRIES  AND  GALLOWAY  ANGLING 
CLUB. 


The  twentieth  annual  general  meeting  of  the 
Dumfries  and  Galloway  Angling  Promotion  and 
Protection  Club,  which  controls  the  trout  fishing  in 
the  Cairn  from  Cluden  to  Stepford  of  the  Cairn 
Valley,  was  held  in  the  Town  Hall,  Dumfries,  on 
Monday  evening,  Feb.  17.  Vice-president  Mr. 
Robt.  Cowan  presided,  and  there  was  a  large  attend- 
ance of  members.  The  reports  of  the  secretary  and 
treasurer  were  submitted,and  were  considered  highly 
satisfactory  and  unanimously  approved.  The  secre- 
tary reported  that  the  variou?  riparian  proprietors 
had  again  kindly  granted  the  uf  e  of  their  waters  to 
the  club  for  the  ensuing  season,  and  a  very  cordial 
vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  them  for  their  gene- 
rosity in  this  matter.  With  the  recent  re-staking 
of  the  river  to  preserve  the  waters  from  poachers, 
and  the  thorough  manner  in  which  it  is  watched  by 
the  club,  there  is  at  present  a  fine  head  of  trout 
in  the  various  stretches,  and  with  favourable 
weather  the  prospects  for  the  coming  season 
are  unusually  bright.  After  cordial  votes  of  thanks 
had  been  passed  to  the  office  bearers  for  the 
past  season,  the  meeting  proceeded  to  make  the 
usual  appointments  for  1908.  Mr.  C.  H.  Maxwell, 
of  Dalruscan.  was  unanimously  elected  president, 
Mr.  Irving  Edgar,  Ferguslea,  and  Mr.  Robert  Cowan, 
Friars  Vennel,  were  elected  vice-presidents.  Mr. 
Wm.  Kennedy,  Cairnbank,  Newbridge,  and  Mr.  J. 
Maxwell  Gray,  15,  Bank-street,  Dumfries,  were 
elected  hon.  sec.  and  treasurer  respectively.  The 
committee  appointed  were  the  office  bearers  ex 
officio,  and  Messrs.  A.  Patterson,  R.  Ancell,  John 
Dick,  W.  Clark,  Anthony  Dick,  Adam  Dobson, 
W.  Cauley,  and  A.  Kirkpatrick.  Heathebbell. 


LEE  FISHERY  CONSERVATORS. 


The  monthly  meeting  of  this  body  was  held  at 
the  committee  rooms.  Corn  Exchange.  Alderman 
H.  Dale  presided.    There  were  also  present  Messrs. 

E.  Cahill,  J.P.,  S.  Haynes,  H.  Austen,  B.L.,  and 

F.  M.  Leader,  J. P.  Mr.  Brennan,  secretary,  sub- 
mitted his  monthly  report,  from  which  it  appeared 
that  the  bailiffs  seized  a  large  drift-net  on  Jan.  29, 
which  they  fovind  being  illegally  used  in  the  North 
Charmel,  and  on  Feb.  2  Bailiff  Swatton  and  crew 
seized  a  drift-net  at  Queenstown.  Sergeant  Brady 
and  Constable  Kenny,  R.I.C.,  seized  two  drift-nets 
near  Shandon  Boat  Club  on  Feb.  5.  The  inspector 
also  reported  that  drift  net  fishing  was  being  exten- 
sively carried  on  at  Inniscarra,  and  mentioned  that 
the  bailiffs  were  receiving  obstruction  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties  in  that  district  through 
property  owners  in  the  district  adjoining  the  river 
preventing  them  from  passing  tlirough  their 
premises.  He  pointed  out  that  by  law  such  owners 
were  obliged  to  give  access  to  the  river  to  properly 
appointed  bailifis,  and  were  subject  to  a  heavy 
penalty  for  refusing.  It  was  decided  to  write  to  the 
owners  in  question  directing  their  attention  to  the 
matter.  Mr.  S.  Haynes  drew  attention  to  the 
poaching  which  he  said  was  carried  oii  at  Patrick's 
Bridge,  and  the  inspector  was^directed  to  take 
immediate  steps  to  have  it  stopped.  Some  other 
business  relative  to  the  better  preservation  of 
the  river  having  been  disposed  of,  the  meeting 
terminated. 


ROYAL  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY'S 
SHOW, 

Newcastle- ON- Tyne,  June  30  to  July  4,  1908. 


The  Midland  Railway  Company  give  notice  that 
they  will  be  in  a  position  for  dealing  expeditiously 
with  live  stock,  implement,  and  other  exhibits,  to 
and  from  the  Show,  and  a  representative  of  the 
company,  with  competent  assistants  for  managing 
and  regulating  the  Show  traffic,  will  have  office 
accommodation  on  the  Show  ground. 

Passengers  travelling  with  tourist  tickets  by  the 
Midland  route  through  Newcastle-on-Tyne  will  be 
allowed  to  break  the  journey  there  either  going  or 
returning,  to  enable  them  to  visit  the  Show.  In- 
formation as  to  through  rates,  transit  arrangements, 
etc.,  will  be  promptly  forwarded  on  application  to 
any  of  the  company's  agents,  or  to  Mr.  Henry 
Evans,  Chief  Goods  Manager,  and  Mr.  J.  Elliott, 
Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Derby. 

The  regulations  of  the  Royal  Agricultural  Society 
require  implements  to  be  in  the  Show  yard  by  the 
evening  of  Saturday,  June  27  ;  live  stock,  poultry, 
butter,  cheese,  and  wool  by  5  p.m.  on  Monday, 
Jime  29;  cider  and  perry  by  6  p.m.  on  Monday, 
June  8 ;  and  it  is  therefore  important  that  exhibits 
should  be  handed  to  the  company  sufficiently  early 
to  admit  of  these  regulations  being  complied  with. 
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MURTONS 


Stocktaking:  and 
General  Clearance 

SALE 


NOW  ON 

YOU  CAN  NOW  SECURE  BARGAINS  OF  HIGH-CLASS 

Fishing:  Rods  and  Tackle 

BEING  30  TO  SO  AND  75  PER  CENT.  BELOW  USUAL  PRICES. 


TROUT  FLY  RODS  in  3  joints, 
greenheart,  balanced  handle,  bronzed 
fittings,  button,  snake  rings,  brazed  and 
tenoned,  in  partition  cover,  9  ft.  and  10  ft 
5/6  ;  11  ft.,  6/6  ;  12  ft.,  7/6.  Superior,' 
2  tops,  double  brazed,  9  ft.,  8/6  :  10  ft. 
9/6 ;  11  ft.,  10/6 ;  12  ft.,  11/6.  Well 
made  and  a  marvel  for  the  money. 

TROUT  RODS,  2  joints,  all  green- 
heart,  balanced  handle,  2  tops,  double 
brazed,  in  partition  bag,  8,  8*  or  9  ft., 
10/6  ;  9^,  10,  or  lOJ  ft.,  11/6  ;  11,  llj  or 
12  ft.,  13/6.  As  above,  one  top,  single 
brazed,  partition  bag,  8,  8i,  9,  9J  or  10  ft 
9/-  ;  m,  11,  111  or  12  ft.,  10/6.  Those 
tVho  want  a  good  serviceable  Rod  at  a 
low  price,  this  will  be  found  aU  that  can 
be  desired ;  action  and  finish  perfect. 

SALMON  AND  GRILSE  RODS, 

3  joints,  all  greenheart,  1  top,  bronzed 
fittings,  partition  bag,  13  ft.,  8/6  :  14  ft., 
9/6 ;  15  ft.,  10/6  ;  16  ft.,  12/6 ;  17  ft., 
15/6  ;  18  ft.,  18/6  ;  good  balance  and 
superior  finish. 

OUR  SPECIAL,  all  greenheart,  8 
joints,  2  tops,   double  brazed,  bronze 
fittings,  in  partition  cover  complete, 
13  ft.,  12/6 ;  14  ft.,  14/6  ;  15  ft.,  16/6 ;  16  ft.,  20/ 
well  built  and  displaying  great  power. 


SPECIAL  BARGAINS. 


^•—r^rmsmi—'n^    I.I  III,-.  — 

.  .^^'"■T  CANE,  our  own  speciality,  well  whipped,  serrated  ferrules  suction 
joints,  cork  grip,  2  tops,  10  ft.,  22/6 ;  11  ft.,  23/6  ;  12  ft.,  25/-:  well  worth  your 
notice.  All  greenheart,  3  piece,  cork  grip,  balanced  handle,  snake  rings  button 
partition  cover,  10  ft.,  8/6 ;  11  ft.,  9/6 ;  12  ft.,  10/6  ;  a  wonderful  Rod  for  the  money; 

PIKE  AND  SEA  RODS,  stout  E.I.  cane,  4  joints,  full  length,  16  ft  •  3 
tops  can  be  altered  to  9  ft.  or  12  ft.,  15/6  for  10/6,  the  same  12  ft.,  1  top,  3  pieces, 
0/0  lor  b/-  Balanced  handle,  greenheart,  universal  bronzed  fittings:  porcelain 
end  ring,  10/6  for  7/6  ;  very  serviceable  Rods. 

BASKETS  AND  CREELS,  best  French.     No.  1   2/6-   No   2   3/  • 
No.  3,  4/- ;  No.  4,  4/6 ;  No.  5,  5/6.      '    '    '  ' 

SHOULDER  STRAPS,  9d.,  1/  ,  1/6,  and 

Z/-. 

FISHING  BAGS.— Trout,  in  Mole,  Cambric 
or  TwiU.  Usual  prices,  5/-  to  14/-.  To  clear' 
from  3/-  to  10/-.  ' 

SALMON  BAGS,  in  stout 
Twill  and  Canvas,  usual  prices, 
10/6  to  20/-.  To  clear  from  8/- 
to  14/-.  ' 

q/'^-^^'l®'  Q^'/r^oT  .^"^"Jf     revolving  plate  and  check,  2  in., 
4*  in    R/fi        '  2^"^- '■  3  i-i-'  4/6  ;  3J  in.,  6/6  ;  4  in.,  7/6 
2  in   7/R    01  ^'^^^^''d,  gun-metal  plates,  steel  wheel, 


T.i^'-J  ,BOO»<S  AND  TACKLE  CASES.  Pigskin 
Fly  Books  6,  6^  and  7  in.,  2  felt  leaves  10  parchment 
leaves,  for  flies  and  casts,  &c.    Usual  price,  8/6  for  5/6 

Seven  Salmon  Pigskin  Cast  Cases,  six  chamois  'lined 
envelope  pockets,  9/6  for  7/- 

Eyed  Ply  and  Cast  Cases,  7/6  for  5/6 

loft/-^^"^  ^-^^  ^°>^  ^0  flies,  7/6 

nori5??7/R'^°^^*f«    C^ast   Case,  six   transparent  xylonite 
pockets,  7/6  for  5/6.    Positive  bargains. 

FISHING  JACKETS,  35  in.  long,  24  black  proof,  light 

Zl  tdl  T}^%^^^''  ^°f-  ^^g^*'^'^  ^e^*  quality -loop 

up  to  2.1  m.  for  deep  wadmg,  inner  cuffs,  19/6  for  12/6 

Iwenty-two  Cashmeres,  fawn  and  blue,  25/-  for  16/6 

Fifteen  Fancy  Tweeds,  25/-  for  16/6 

Twenty-eight  Fancy.T weeds,  ventilated  across  back,  30/-  for  18/6, 

.  TYNESIDE   BROGUE,  27/6 

lor  20/-,  Very  special  value,  as  sketch. 
Canvas  and  chrome  uppers,  solid  leather 
soles,  washered  hobbs,  21/-  for  16/6. 

All  chrome  leather  uppers,  leather  soles 
washered  hobbs,  20/-  for  15/6.  ' 
Do.         Do.     Shoes,  17/6  for  14/6. 

BROGUES,  all  rubber,  12/6;  leather 
soles,  16/6. 


4o?J^®^^'        rubber,  10/6;  leather  soles, 
13/6. 

FEATHERWEIGHT  FORK 
NET,  complete,  with  handle,  5/-  for  3/6. 

16  Complete  LANDING  NETS,  with  belt  sprinp 
large,  7/6  for  6/6. 

IT^Vfof/^'^^^  FISHING  STOCKINGS,  in  sateen,  fustiau,  and  twiU 
17/6  to  21/-,  dui-mg  sale  only,  13/6.  ' 

OUR    FAMED  FISHING 

usual  price  30/-  and  40/-  for  22/6. 

All  goods  new  and  fresh  and  guaranteed  perfect. 
SUPERIOR  WATERPROOF  SILK  LINES. 
Salmon,  fine  or  medium,  3/-  for  2/3;  heavy,  3/9 

for  2/9,  per  score,  in  lengths,  40,  60,  and  80 

yards. 

Trout,  1/6  for  1/1 ;  medium,  2/-  for  1/6 ;  heavy  2/6 
for  1/9,  per  score,  in  lengths,  20,  30,  40,  and  60 
yards. 

RUBBER   KNEE  BOOTS. 

Wellingtons,  usual  price,  21/-  for  15/6. 

Napoleons,  usual  price,  22/6  for  15/6. 

Fishermen's  Long  Thigh  Boots,  usual  price, 
30/-  and  85/-  for  20/-. 

Ladies'  Knee  Pishing  Boots,  all  rubber,  usual 
price,  16/6  for  7/6  and  8/6  ;  with  felt  or 
leather  soles,  6/6  extra. 


small,  6/6  for  5/6  ; 


TROUSERS, 


GENUINE  REDUCTIONS!!  SEND  FOR  CATALOGUE  ! » 

cheques  ana  Postal  Oi>clei>s  made  payable  to- 

HENRY  A.  MORTON,  Northern  Anglers'  Resort,.  NE  WCASTLE-ON-TYNE 
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Jottings  by  the  Way. 


All  Nature  seems  at  work.     Slugs  leave  their  lair  : 
The  bees  are  stirring — birds  are  on  the  uing. 

And  Winter,  shunbering  in  the  open  air. 

Wears  on  his  smiling  face  a  dream  of  Spring. 

— Coleridge. 


The  "Flu." 

I  HEAB  that  a  great  many  anglers  "  and  others  " 
are  really  very  unwell,  and  when  asked  what  they 
are  suflering  from  they  say  "  Influenza."  I  have 
had  it  more  than  once — got  it  now — and  could  give 
several  recipes  or  prescriptions  from  various  doctors 
(all  certain  cures),  but  perhaps  it  would  be  super- 
fluous. A  Sussex  correspondent  of  the  Daily  Mail 
urges  the  merits  of  fat  bacon  as  a  preventive  of 
influenza,  as  well  as  of  cold  feet  aod  chilblains. 

*  *  *  * 

"In  the  good  old  days,"  he  says,  "children  and 
their  parents  lived  upon  fat  bacon,  bread,  and  beer. 
The  great  mistake  mothers  now  make  is  in  buying 
the  lean,  flavourless  foreign  bacon,  pretty  to  loolE 
at,  now  sold  in  most  shops  as  'mild  cured.'  Most 
of  it  is  not  cured  at  all,  but  preserved  with  borax, 
which  takes  out  all  the  goodness  and  flavour. 
Children  fed  on  it  have  a  starved,  cadaverous 
appearance.  What  is  more  appetising  than  the 
odour  of  the  frizzling  rasher  of  real  Wiltshire  bacon  ? 
WTij',  also,  in  the  present  bad  times,  pay  eighteen- 
pence  to  two  shillings  a  pound  for  butter  when  you 
can  get  the  best  English  fat  bacon  and  delicious 
Bath  chaps  for  eightpence  a  pound  ? " 

*  *  *  * 

I  am  trying  the  best  British  bacon  at  eight- 
pence  a  pound,  and  believe  it  to  be  better  than 
butter  at  two  shillings  a  pound.  In  spite  of  tliis, 
however,  I  am  something  like  this  cutting  from  the 
bright  little  paper  "  Just  out,"  the  Golden  Half- 
penny : — 

"I  caddot  sigg  the  ode  soggs 
I  sagg  so  logg  ago. 
Because  I  have  a  bad  code — 

By  dose  is  stopped  up  so. 
The  bidder  widds  are  blowigg  dow. 

By  dose  is  blowigg,  too, 
I  caddot  sigg  the  ode  sogga 

As  odce  I  used  to  do. 
I  caddot  sigg  the  ode  soggs — 

Oh  !    Dab  this  code  !    A-a-tchoo  !  " 


Another  Pulborough  Pike. 
Mr.  a.  Hart,  late  of  the  Peckham  Brothers  A.S., 
was  roach  fishing  at  Pulborough  on  Sunday,  Feb.  16, 
using  one  of  Mr.  Gold's  No.  7  gilt  crystal  hooks  on 
fine  gut.  His  first  fish  was  a  gudgeon,  which,  upon 
being  wound  in,  was  seized  by  a  pike  weighing 
fourteen  pounds.  This  speaks  well  for  the  quality 
and  strength  of  the  tackle.  The  pike  is  being  set 
up  by  Mr.  Gold,  of  17,  Oakley-street,  Waterloo-road, 
S.E.  I  have  obtained  a  dozen  of  Gold's  gilt 
No.  7's,  but  it  doesn't  follow  that  I  shall  secure  a 
similar  pike. 

Anglo-French  Piscatorials. 

The  general  meeting  took  place  at  headquarters 
on  Feb.  1 9,  when  Mr.  A.  Abrahams  presided.  The 
hon.  secretary,  Mr.  Reuben  Jacobs,  placed  several 
matters  of  great  interest  before  the  members,  and  as 
there  is  still  much  business  to  transact  there  will  be 
a  special  general  meeting  on  March  4,  at  7.30  p.m. 
sharp,  at  the  Cercle  Fran<;ais,  when  all  members 
who  can  are  asked  to  be  present. 


A  PIKE  of  16|lb.,  taken  by  Mr.  Johnson  at  Grove 
Ferry  on  Feb.  15,  and  a  chub  of  6|lb.,  taken  at 
Christchurch,  have  been  entrusted  to  Mr.  F.  T. 
Williams,  of  Great  Queen-street,  for  preservation. 


"Oh  !  Golly!" 

Such  was  the  exclamation  of  the  correspondent 
who  sent  me  the  following  advertisement  cutting 
from  a  contemporary  : — 

WORMS. — Gentle's  Live  Bait  Flies  for  local 
waters. — Chambers,  25,  Market-place. 


Teacher:  "William,  you  have  been  idling  away 
your  time  again.  I  thought  you  said  you  were 
going  to  make  a  doctor  of  yourself.  I  should  like 
to  know  how  you  will  ever  fit  yourself  to  make  a 
living  at  any  profession."  "Oh,  I'm  goin'  to  be  a 
specialist."  "What  do  you  mean?"  "Then  I 
will  only  have  to  know  half  as  much,  and  can 
charge  twice  the  price." 


Wanton  Fish  Destruction  in  Bushy  Park.) 

Dear  Sir, — Anglers  generally  will  regret  to  hear 
of  the  wanton  destruction  of  fish  in  the  Long  Water 
in  Home  Park,  and  in  the  various  ponds  in  Bushy 
Park,  by  the  unemployed  workmen  who  have  been 
engaged  in  cleaning  them  out.  Carp  up  to  131b.  in 
weight  have  been  chased  at)out  in  the  shallow  water 
and  impaled  on  sharp  sticks  and  pitchforks,  and 
finally  thrown  out  on  the  bank  to  decay.  The  whole 
occurrence,  in  my  opinion,  points  to  a  lamentable  lack 
of  proper  supervision,  and  the  Kingston  Piscatorial 
Society  have  appointed  a  deputation  to  lay  the 
matter  before  the  Secretary  of  H.M.  Office  of  Works. 
The  deputation  is  to  be  received  at  4. 30  on  Wednes- 
day, and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  their  representations 
will  result  in  steps  being  taken  to  prevent  further 
slaughter,  as  they  are  prepared  with  definite  proofs 
of  their  case.  I  will  let  you  know  the  result  of  the 
interview. — Yours  truly,  W.  H.  Rogers. 

Feb.  18. 

The  above  letter  from  the  genial  hon.  sec.  of  the 
Kingston  Piscatorials  will,  no  doubt,  meet  the  eye 
of  those  interested  in  providing  ' '  work  tor  the  un- 
employed," but  it  is  devoutly  to  be  hoped,  in  the 
interests  of  our  sport,  that  the  unemployed  may  be 
far  better  employed  than  in  depleting  such  historic 
waters  by  leaving  the  fish  to  rot  on  the  banks.  I 
ain  anxiously  awaiting  the  result  of  Wednesday's 
deputation. 

Flowers  for  February  Table  Decoration. 

"  The  beautiful  daphne  mezereum  is  in  bloom 
now,  and  its  thickly  flowered  branches  make  a 
delightful  arrangement  if  set  in  long  necked  bottles 
of  blue  and  white  china.  Only  a  couple  of  sprays 
will  be  needed  in  each  vase,"  says  a  writer  in  this 
week's  Gardener,  "  one  foot  high,  one  towering  up, 
the  other  jutting  out  at  right  angles,  in  the  style 
made  familiar  to  us  all  by  pictures  of  Japanese  art. 
The  daphne  blossom  is  dull  rose  colour,  A  larger 
bottle,  or  a  tall  thin  necked  jug  of  the  same  kind  of 
china,  should  hold  three  longer  branches,  for  the 
centrepiece.  Silken  table  centres  are  out  of  place 
with  this  decora  ion,  but  a  charming  effect  is  gained 
by  crossed  branches  of  daphne  laid  in  any  pattern 
on  the  white  cloth  beneath  the  vases.  No  foliage 
of  any  kind  should  be  used,  though  if  daphne 
branches  are  scarce  those  of  blackthorn  may  be 
mingled." 

A  ROACHER  of  PentonviUe  Hill 

Glued  his  eye  for  a  week  on  his  quill; 

But  never  a  bite 

Did  he  get  day  or  night. 
And  his  bag  was  in  consequence  nil. 

There  is  a  piacator  called  "Dragnet" 
Whose  gentles  and  worms  are  a  magnet 
To  draw  from  the  stream 
Whacking  roaches  and  bream. 
And  he  brings  them  to  bank  in  his  bagnet. 

There  was  a  grande  madame  of  Paris 
Who  fished  in  the  Seine  with  her  mari; 

She  threw  out  her  cocher 

And  landed  a  brocket. 
And  they  ate  it  for  dinner  en  famille. 


Do  You  Keep  a  Dog  ? 

If  so,  you  know  that  the  cost  of  a  licence  is  7s.  6d. 
a  year.  My  dog  weighs  921b.,  and  costs  me  more 
than  7s.  6d  a  year  for  food  to  keep  him  "  jolly  and 
well."  As  I  don't  keep  horses  and  cattle,  I  cannot 
say  what  the  licences  would  amount  to.  It  is 
always  preferable  to  pay  a  butcher's  bill  than  a 
doctor's  bill,  but  there  are  times  when  the  "  vet." 
has  to  be  consulted;  and  those  who  consult  their 
own  interests  should  write  to  C.  Mitchell  and  Co., 
14,  Fetter-lane,  B.C.,  for  a  sample  bottle  of  "The 
Huntsman's  Improved  Lotion  "  (sent  post  free 
for  Is.  6d.).  It  is  an  embrocation  spoken  highly 
of  by  some  of  the  most  reliable  authorities  of  the 
day.  I  have  only  tried  it  on  dogs,  and  am  pleased 
to  add  my  testimony  to  its  efficacy  in  curing 
mange,  eczema,  and  other  diseases  which  the  skins 
and  flesh  of  dogs  are  heir  to. 


Squibs:  "Every  member  of  our  literary  club  has 
a  nom-de-plume  except  Smith.  He  uses  his  own 
name."  Gibbs:  "Oh,  well.  Smith  is  just  as  good 
as  any  nom-de-plume.  No  one  can  tell  to  whom  it 
refers." 


Magistrate  :  "  Officer,  what  is  this  man  charged 
with?"  Officer:  "He's  a  camera  fiend  of  the 
worst  kind,  your  honour."  "  But  this  man  shouldn't 
have  been  arrested  simply  because  he  has  a  mania 
for  taking  pictures."  "  It  isn't  that,  your  honour  ; 
he  takes  the  cameras." 


Quaint  old  "Terms  of  Art  for  Carving." 

Last  week  we  gave  a  long  list  of  terms  of  art  for 
carving  from  "  The  Complete  Housewife,"  by  one 
Smith,  London  (1739).  A  correspondent  tells  us 
how 

"-To  Cttlpon  a  Trout." 
To  cut  up  into  shreds  or  small  pieces.    Culpons  are 
small  pieces  or  parcels  of  anything. 

"To  Splat  a  Pike." 
To  split  or  cut  up,    Halliwell  quotes  :— 

"  To  splatt  the  bore  that  wente  fulle  tyte. 
There  was  no  knyfe  that  wolde  hym  byte, 
So  harde  of  hyde  was  hee." 
Skeat  shows  that  the  original  vowel  of  "  split  " 
was  "  a." 

George  (at  breakfast)  :  "  My  dear,  what  would 
you  do  if  I  were  one  of  those  husbands  who  get  up 
cross  in  the  morning  and  slam  things  roimd  and 
kick  up  a  row  because  the  coffee  happens  to  be 
cold  ?  "  His  wife  :  "  George,  dear,  I  should  just 
make  it  hot  for  you  !  " 


No  Time  to  Get  Steam  Up. 

"  When  the  horse  was  brought  to  a  standstill  after 
knocking  the  man  off  his  tricycle,  perspiration 
dropped  from  it,  and  made  a  regular  pool  in  the 
roadway."  So  said  a  witness  at  Marylebone  police- 
court  in  a  case  in  which  a  cabman  is  alleged  to  have 
been  responsible  for  accident.  According  to  the 
Evening  News,  cabby  said  the  horse  only  perspired 
because  of  its  thick  coat.  It  had  not  had  time  to 
get  steam  up,  because  the  fare  was  only  picked  up 
a  few  streets  away.    And  the  cabby  won. 


Donnelly's  Cryptogram. 

Is  it  a  sham — this  cryptogram — 
Which  the  public  mind  awakens, 

In  which  a  cove  attempts  to  prove 
That  Shakespeare's  plays  are  Bacon's  ? 

If  a  hog  be  cured  and  salted 

'Tis  s-traightway  turned  to  bacon. 

But  it  does  seem  hard  the  Immortal  Bard 
Should  in  credit  thus  be  shaken. 


Servant*.  "And  didn't  the  old  man  leave  any- 
thing to  me,  as  has  been  his  butler  all  these  years  ?  " 
"  Ura-m-m,  let's  see.  Ah,  yes  (reading),  '  To  my 
good  and  faithful  butler,  James  Walters,  I  bequeath 
two  thousand  empty  wine  bottles.  The  wine  he 
has  already  drank.' " 


A  No  Account  Dog. 

A  MAN  in  Missouri  recently  sued  a  railway  com- 
pany for  damages  for  the  death  of  a  hound  killed 
on  the  track.  The  company  defended  itself  upon 
the  following  points: — Said  dog  was  chasing  a 
rabbit  up  the  defendant's  track  in  violation  of  the 
game  laws.  Said  rabbit  lived  on  defendant's  right 
of  way,  and  was  therefore  the  property  of  the  de- 
fendant. Plaintiff's  dog  was  a  trespasser,  and  was 
hunting  defendant's  property  without  permission. 
Said  deceased  was  not  much  of  a  dog  anyhow,  or  it 
could  easily  have  kept  out  of  the  way  of  defendant's 
trains.  And  having  fully  answered,  defendant  prays 
to  be  discharged. —  Youth's  Companion. 


"  What's  your  husband  doing  now  ?  "  asked  the 
neighbour.  "Oh,  he's  sitting  around  telling  what 
is  going  to  happen  next  election,"  answered  the 
busy  woman.  "  Then  he's  a  prophet  ?  "  "No,  he 
isn't.  So  far  as  this  family  is  concerned,  he  is  a 
dead  loss." — Washington  Star. 


Not  His  Fault. 

Mr.  Twaddles  :  "  Tommy,  I  am  not  at  all 
pleased  with  the  report  yo\xr  mother  gives  me  of 
your  conduct  to-day."  Tommy  Twaddles:  "I 
knowed  you  wouldn't  be  an'  I  told  her  so.  But  she 
went  right  ahead  an'  made  th' report.  Jest  like  a 
woman,  ain't  it  ?  " — Cleveland  Leader. 


Why  Varnish  Will  Not  Dry. 

"Varnish  that  wiE  not  dry  is  an  occasional 
addition  to  the  worries  of  the  householder.  The 
cause  of  the  trouble,"  according  to  a  writer  in  the 
current  issue  of  Building  World,  "is  nearly  always 
the  presence  of  damp,  grease,  or  moisture.  When 
the  varnish  has  been  applied,  sufficient  clean,  dry 
air  should  be  allowed  access  to  it,  to  enable  it  to 
set ;  then,  if  dirt,  grease,  and  moisture  have  been 
eliminated  from  the  surface  under  treatment,  the 
varnish  will  set  satisfactorily."  Dragnet. 
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LOMOND  ANGLING  IMPROVE- 
MENT ASSOCIATION. 


LOCH 
\ 

EXTBACTS  FHOM  THE  COMMITTEE 's  RepOBT: 

YoTTB  committee  beg  to  submit  their  report  for 
season  1907,  but  before  doing  so  it  is  with  deep 
regret  that  they  have  to  record  the  death  of  Sir 
James  Colquhoun,  Bart.,  hen.  president  of  the 
association,  who  passed  away  on  March  13,  1907. 
Tliough  not  of  late  years  an  active  fisher.  Sir  James 
Colqulioun  took  a  practical  interest  in  the  work  of 
the  association,  and  heartily  supported  its  objects. 
By  his  death  a  vacancy  occurs  which  your  com- 
mittee consider  would  be  most  appropriately  filled 
by  appointing  as  your  new  hon.  president  his  suc- 
'  cessor.  Sir  Alan  Colqulioun,  Bart.,  Rossdhu. 

The  accounts  show  that  the  ordinary  revenue  has 
not  suflered  again  the  serious  diminution  which 
took  place  in  1 90G  ;  on  the  contrary,  there  is  a  slight 
increase  of  £12  2s.  6d. — namely,  from  £371  ISs  in 
1906  to  £383  15s.  6d.  in  1907.  The  income  has  been 
carefully  administered,  but  still  does  little  more 
than  meet  the  ordinary  expenditure.  The  general 
balance  is  £291  lOs.  6d.,  as  against  £355  14s.  9d. 
last  season,  a  decrease  of  £64  4-i.  3d. 

The  total  number  of  contributors  who  paid  in 
1906  was  282,  and  six  paid  arrears  during  1907. 
This  season  there  are  286  contributors,  but  a  few' 
subscriptions  are  still  expected.  Resignations  num- 
bered thirty-four,  and  during  the  season  fifty-five 
new  names  were  added  to  the  list.  Members  abroad, 
untraced  changes  of  residence,  and  deaths  account 
for  twenty -three  lapsed  contributors.  The  secretary 
will  be  glad  to  forward  forms  of  application  for 
membership  to  contributors  for  the  use  of  their 
friends.  Working-men  anglers  to  the  number  of 
338  took  out  Leven  permits,  as  against  336  last 
season. 

t  The  weather  conditions  which  prevailed  dm:ing 
the  season  of  1907  were  all  in  favour  of  the 
ascent  of  migratory  fish.  Hence,  though  the 
weather  was  not  always  favourable  for  successful 
angling,  a  large  stock  was  in  the  loch,  and  generally 
good  sport  was  got  throughout  the  season.  Darino- 
particular  weeks,  indeed,  it  is  questionable  if  the 
loch  has  ever  shown  better  results.  Sea-trout  were 
numerous  and  of  good  class,  but  the  blacknebs  were 
later  than  usual  in  appearing,  though  of  a  better 
average  weight  when  they  did  arrive.  Salmon  were 
numerous,  but  of  no  exceptional  quality ;  and  grilse 
wore  of  a  small  class.    Trout  showed  a  gratifying 
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^'^•^l®^?®  numbers,  and  were  in  good  condition 
with  the  opemng  of  the  season.  The  better  trout- 
fishing  centres  might  be  further  patronised  in  spring 
Ihe  critical  state  of  the  Leven  still  occupies  muc^i 
ot  your  committee's  attention,  and  they  are  keeping 
in  view  the  importance  to  the  whole  fishings  of 
maintaining  its  natural  flow.  As  regards  fewage 
pollution,  the  interdict  obtained  against  Dumbarton 
County  Council  is  still  in  operation,  pending  com- 
pletion of  the  new  sewage  purification  works  now  in 
progress  at  Fisherwood,  Balloch,  and  the  satisfac- 
tory settlement  of  the  other  points  raised  in  the  case 
No  suggestion  has  been  made  by  the  County  Councii 
for  dimimshing  the  flow  of  sewage  from  formerly 
existing  sewers;  nor  has  the  Burgh  of  Dumbarton 
attempted  to  cope  with  the  increasing  sewage 
within  Its  control,  although  the  matter  is  receiving 
the  official  attention  of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 

A  matter  of  vital  importance  to  the  productive- 
ness of  the  Clyde  and  Leven  salmon  fishings,  and 
temporarily,  to  the  whole  Loch  Lomond  area  has 
emerged  in  the  proposal  of  Dumbarton  Harbour 
lioard  to  deepen  the  channel  of  the  Leven.  Your 
committee  have  this  matter  under  consideration 
ihe  hatchery  at  Luss  continues  to  be  a  valuable 
adjunct  of  the  association,  and  the  improvement 
noticeable  in  the  trout  fishing  is  fairly  attributable 
to  its  operations.    Its  scope  could  be  broadened  by 
the  construction  of  rearing  ponds,  but  your  com- 
naittee  consider  that  the  estimated  cost  of  these— 
about  £500— IS  not  warranted  by  the  extent  of  the 
present  lease  still  to  run.    Of  the  40,000  sea-trout 
!  Iry  hatched  out  in  spring,  20,000  were  distributed 
onn  n'nn%'^^*f^T'^,  ^0,000  in  the  Arnburn.  The 
200,000  fry  hatched  from  Howietoun  and  Solway 
fishery  farto  ova  were  distributed  as  follows-— 
Inveruglass,    15,000;  Inverbeg, 
^nnn'  1.^°'^'  ^5,000;  Arnbur£ 

15,000  ;  Frum,  50,000;  round  certain  islands  and 
bays  of  the  loch,  60,000. 

+i,^^'^^/f^L^?^'^'^^"8  ^^^^o^  has  been  bettor  than 
that  of  1906  for  obtaining  ova  locally,  and  another 
consignment  of  fario  ova  has  been  purchased  from 
Altogether  there  is  in  the  hatchery 
134,000  far  10  ova,  20,000  salmon  ova,  and  154  000 
sea-trout  ova.  ' 

One  sea- trout  only  of  those  marked  in  1906  was 
recovered  in  1907.  It  was  both  marked  and  re- 
captm-ed  in  Luss  Water.  Other  fish  have  been 
marked  this  season.  A  lease  of  the  salmon  fishings 
m  the  Gareloch  belonging  to  the  Colquhoun  estate 
has  been  concluded,  to  run  from  year  to  year  It 


was  thought  that  these  fishings  should  be  under  the 
control  of  the  association.  Some  minnow- troll  inc 
for  sea-trout  it  is  not  generally  known,  may  ho  got 
in  the  Gareloch  in  a  dry  season,  and  - this  wUl  now 
be  available  to  members. 

An  adequate  staff  of  watchers  has  been  main- 
tained to  supervise  the  whole  district,  and  it  is 
believed  that  poaching  offences  are  generally  less 
common.  All  the  prosecutions  instituted,  involvine 
eleven  persons,  were  successfully  conducted  The 
conviction,  in  spring,  of  certain  anglers  for  having 
m  their  possession  kelt  fi.sh,  and  also  for  fishing  for 
salmon  and  sea-trout  in  Loch  Lomond  without  title 
led  to  some  remonstrance  on  the  part  of  the  local 
clubs      Ihe  committee  intimated  that,  while  no 
restriction  of  fair  angling  in  the  loch  was  aimed  at 
they.. would  use  all  the  powers  vested  in  them  to  put 
a  stop  to  unfair  fishing.  ^ 
The  sta,tistics  of  pike  destroyed  are  as  follows  •— 
and   Inverbeg,    1.52  pike,   weighing  3641b 
average  21b. ;  Fruin,  310  pike,   weighing  7(  51b' 
average  2ilb.;  Ardlui,  172  pike,  weiirnl  4 10  b ' 
average  2ilb. ;  and  Rossdhu  Bay,  63  like,  Wghl^ 
2171b    average  3ilb.-a  total  of  697  pike,  weighinf 
17501b.,  and  averaging  2ilb.    Some  pik;  lying  in 
the  Leven  were  also  destroyed.    The  angline  shelter 
on  Darroch,  kindly  permitted  to  be  ereS  by  Ws 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Montrose,  proved  of  great 
service  during  the  past  wet  season.    Member!  are 
remmded  that  keys  (2s.  6d.)  may  be  obtained  from 
the  secretary  for  u  e  during  membership.  CopiS 
of  the  angling  chart  (2s.  6d.)  may  still  be  had 

fhroncTT''^  T"""^^  *^'®  P'"^^''"'^  committee 
through  the  retirement  of  Mr.  James  Alexander 

whose  services,  the  remaining  members  may  state' 
were  of  uniform  value  to  the  association. 

Henby  Lamond,  Secretary. 

NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  speciaUy  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents 

55  and  56,  Chancery -lane,  London,  W.C. :   ' 

1990.  Archibald  Waldie,  9,  Nepean  Gvove,  Tyne- 
street  Hull,  Yorks.  Improvements  in  the  con- 
hllvds''  strengthening  of  otter  trawl- 

^2260  Charles  William  Brompton  and  Edwin 
Burbidge  Phillips,  251,  Hainton  Avenue," Grimsby 
Improvements  in  slipper-shoes  used  on  otter-board^ 
m  connection  with  trawl-nets.  ""arua 


EXE  VALLEY  FISHERY 


3va,  Fry,  Yearlings,  and  Two-year 
)ldsof  Brown  Trout,  Loch  Leven,  and 
lain  bow  Trout  at  moderate  prices 
^'i.sh  Foods,  Apparatus,  and  Advice 
?or  Price  List  and  particulars  apply  to 
Pheo.  F.  Tbacy,  Exebridge,  vid  Tiverton 
Devon. 


^ITY  OF  LONDON 

Piscatorial  Society. 

Pre«id«n{ .— Mr.  1'.  B.  MILDMAY,  M.P. 
[eeting  at  7.30  p.m.,  Tuesday  in  each  week,  at 
[ason's  Hall  Tavern,  Coleman  Street,  E  C 
ISHING  WATERS.  —  Colne,  Wiaysbury 
l.W.K.)  and  Blackwater,  &e. ;  Bishop's  Wick- 
am  and  Langford  (G.E.R.)  near  Maldon,  Essex, 
iembership  confers  all  customary  advantages 
:  a  high-class  Angling  Society,  including  access 
I  a  good  library.  Applications  to  Honorary 
icijtary,  as  above. 


NEWFOUNDLAND. 

THE  BUNGALOW  GRAND  LAKE. 

scellent  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing, 

.30  Caribou  Shooting.  Boats,  Tents, 
aides,  &c.,  provided.— Apply,  J.  E. 
HiTAKEE,  Rainworth,  Mansfield,  Notts. 


OUSE  ANGLING 
RESERVATION  SOCIETY, 

SUSSEX. 

'HUB  &  BARBEL 

stocking  purposes.— Send  fuU  par- 
ulara  and  price  delivered  at  Barcombe 
Us,  ^.  B.  &  S.  0.  Ely.,  to  C.  H.  Mobris, 
n.  Sec,  Lewes,  Sussex. 


It  Smooths  the  Rugged  Path  of  life'. 


One  Trial  will  tell  more  than  we  can  say  of  its 
qualities  as  a  Pipe  Tobacco. 

Xortoise-«Kell 

Mild,  5d.  per  oz.         ^  jr  •  m 
Medium,  5d.  per  oz.  \        1  "til  1* 

Popular,  4id.pcroz.  ^ 
W.  A.  &  A.  C.  CHURCHMAN, 

Branch  of  the  Imperial  Tobacco  Co.  (of  Gt.  Britain  and 
Ireland)  Ltd.,  Ipswich. 


5^JIE[imacaSTJIf6REE 


•The  .,„•  ^"""^"J'^"'"  Voris/,ir,  Evening  N,-u,s  last  August  •- 

20,  U  tor  consecutive  outings  - total  T\k  "  ''^^^  ^''"^       '10.  T,      24  -9  .7 

l.ers  represent  a  cot.ple  .^^TZl'  fiS^  n'tle  "  "      T,'  The'starred  nunll 

tak„„  ,,,  less  than  18  inches  of  water-quite  a  numher*^n"  <,L  Ik  Tlie  srreater  proportion  were 

Brochure  ..nd  Pr^e  List  „  ^  ^.^^^^ 

THE  LIGHT  CASTING  REEL  CO.,  BRADFORD. 


BRIMPTON  FISHERY 

Mr.  HEAoma. 

I  am  now  booking  orders  for  Brown 
and  Eainbow  Trout,  of  all  sizes.  My 
large  Pish  are  reared  in  a  screened 
itream,  and  feed  on  my  floating  fish 
food,  thus  producing  wild  and  free-rising 
fish.    Write  for  List— 

P.  GASCOIGNE  FEEBMAN. 


RIGMADEN  FISHERY] 

KIRKBY  LONSDALE. 

'  FOR  SALE 

YEARLING,  2.YEAR-OLD,  and  Older 

RAINBOW  TROUT,\ 


CLEOBURY  NORTH  FISHERY 

SHROPSHIRE. 

Proprietor -E.  S.  Hamilton-Eussele 
Brown,  Loch  Leven,  Eainbow  Trout* 
for  Autumn  and  Winter  delive^  ^ 
Apply  E.  S.  Hamimon-Eussell,  Cleobury 
North  Fishery.  Bridgnorth.  ^ 

I  CHOrCE  TROUT  OVA 

from  practically  WILD  FISH,  all  varieties "»7 
competitive  prices 

mo?YEAR''oi'i?7^N.^»'>  RAINBOW 
V  "P 'o  10  Inches 

I  Yearhngs,  all  varieties.    Write  for  prices  Safe 
delivery  guaranteed. 

THE  OAKENCLOUCH  FISHERY 

GARSTANG.  LANCS.  ' 

I  FISHING  &  SPORTING  PROPERTIES, 

Houses,  Land,  and  Estates 
To  LET  and  for  SALE 

BKB  THE 

ESTATES  GAZETTE, 

The  oldest  and  best  Journal  devoted  to 
Land  House  Property,  and  Agriculture. 
I    Forthcoming   Sales  and  Eesults  of 
bales  recorded  each  week. 

EVERY  SATURDAY.  Price  31 

ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION,  15s. 
Chibp  Officb  : 
e.  ST.  BRIDE  STREET.  LONDON.  B.C. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 
"OTEL,  INN,  or  FARMHOUSE 
AOCO  M  M  O  D  ATI  O  N 

For  FUhing  the  Dove  and  Izaak  Walton  Country 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

The  Ashbourne  News  &  Dove  Valley  Record 

•■  WautM^- advU.  18  uurd,.  a,l.  ;  30  u^r,ts.  Is.,  prepaid. 

Address  :  News  Office,  Ashbourne. 
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A    Thb  Only 
y  /              IrfTVl'*  Effective 

^I^^^ff^^^*^^"^          ^^"^  GREASY. 

'.^^CP^ON-POISONOUS,  PERFECTLY 
'^rfji^lilARMLESS.    EASILY  APPLIED, 
fSPand  pleasant  and  refreshing  to  use. 

Prepared  by 

FRANK  A.  ROGERS,  327,  Oxford  St.,  W. 

ROACH  YEARLINGS 

FOR  SALE  IIBIEDIATELY. 

A  great  tiuantily   and   in  good 
condition. 

Obliged  to  clear  within  the  next 
fortnight. 

TO  FLY-TYERS. 

SEVERAL  COCKERELS  AND  PULLETS 

FOR  SALE, 

Price  6/-  each,  from  the  following  cross  : 
1st  year. — Blue  Game  with  Blue-Red 

Game  Bantam. 
2nd  year. — 1st  year's  cross   with  Old 

English  Game. 
Apply,  H.  Rashleigh,  Cranleigh,  Surrey. 

Cast  your  Eye  on  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
1  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES, 
ior  9d.,  3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 

or  12  doz.  for  6s. 
THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 

WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 
[or  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powers 

— having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fi.shing  Tackle, 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 

WHITE  BROTHERS 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufactureps, 
CM  A  OH,  IRELAND, 

PIKE.      ROACH.  PERCH. 

GOOD  FREE  FISHING 

THE  BEST  THREE  MILES  ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommodation.     Punts,  Baits, 
&o.,  always  ready.    Reasonable  charges. 
Home  Comforts.    Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARD.  HOLYWELL  FERRY.  HONTS. 

NO  REASONABLE  OFFER  REFUSED. 

Purchasers  must  supply  carriers. 

Apply— H.  G.  PAPILLON,  The  Estate 
Office,  Luton  Hoo,  Luton,  Beds. 

MELLING, 

93,  Greenough  Street,  WIgan. 

FISHING  TACKLE,  CHEAPEST  &  BEST. 

TROXJT  FISHING 

ALSO  ROUGH  SHOOTING 

TO  LET  for  Season  op  on  Lease. 

Near  Llandrindod  Wells,  li  miles,  both 
banks.   River  Ithon,   restocked.  Also 
adjacent  Shooting,  1,200  acres,  with  or 
without  Fishing.    Low  rental. — Apply 
Aeeow  Fishery,  Pembridge,  Hereford- 
shire. 

Send  1/-  postal  order  for  3  sample  Gut 
Lines,  each  3  yards  long  and  complete 
with  2  hooks  and  quiU  float.    Gut  Casts, 
3  yards  long,  from  2d.  each. 

PRICE    LISTS  FREE. 

C3r-   X3.  R.| 

SPRING  SALMON  &  TROUT  FISHING 
ON  LOUGH  MELYIN. 

Visitors  to  Lough  Melvin  this  Spring  can 
have  very  comfortable  apartments  at  the 
"PREMIER  FISHING  LODGE,"  Garrison. 

Every    accommodation    for  Anglers. 
Splendid  Boats  and  experienced  Boat- 
men.—  Apply  to   CouLTEB  Bbothbes, 
Garrison,  BeUeek,  Co.  Fermanagh. 

ANGLING 

ON  THE  RIVERS 
BURB              I.EA  BTORT 
CAM                  NENB  BTOUR 
CHELMER       ORIVEIil.  -WAVBHEY 
CROUCH          OUSE  "WBLLAND 

SEJL  FISHING 

ON  THB 

EAST  COAST, 

CHEAP  WEEK-END  TICKETS  ARE 
ISSUED  EVERY  SATURDAY 

to  Stations  serving  the  above  and  other 

Fishing  Resorts. 
For  full  particulars  write  to  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Line,  Liverpool  St.  Station, 
London,  E.C. 

Situation  as  Manager  or 
Salesman  Manager 

IN  FISHING  TACKLE  BUSINESS. 

First-class  experience  in  all  branches  of 
the  trade,  both  London  and  Provincial. 
Thoroughly  practical.  ,  Would  be  willing 
to  open  and  work  up  Branch. — F.  R., 
73,  Victoria  Road,  Stroud  Green,  N. 

FOR  SALE. 

TENCH,  1  lb,  to  11  lb.  £4  per iOO. 
ROACH,  6  to  9  ins.,  25/- per  iOO. 
PERCH,  5  to  8  ins.,  25/- per  100. 

Free  on  rail  Malton.    Delivery  in  March. 

Welham  Park  Fish  Hatchepy,  Ltd., 

MALTON,  YORKS. 

SOUTH  DEVON. 

Apartments  To  Let. 

^%  n    1 1 T  f  o 

r  liUU  1  d  ^^BB3r 

Will  WATERPROOF.  SOFTEN,  and  PRESERVE 
WALKING,  FISHING,  SHOOTING,  and  GOLFING 
BOOTS,  rendering  them  impervious  to  the  wet, preventing 
eold  and  damp  feet ;  also  HARNESS,  HOSE,  &c. 
....ni  rn          Medal  Gape  Toum,  1905,  and  Naval  and 
SAMPLES                    Fiakeries  Ex..ims. 
PER  POST.                 Bootmakers,  Stores,  &c. 

Id.  to1/6PERB0X.  ^%  1  1  ^%          1 1^ 

£0,  DSaK  oireoi,  vv . ^^^p  ^^^B  ^^^m  ^^^m  h 

1  minute  from  River  Dart.    2  miles 
private  fishing.    Good  for  Salmon  and 
Trout. — Apply, 

MRS.  BEARD f 
Northwood,  Buckfastleigh. 

H.  JOHNSON,  Gut  Merchant 

Send  1/-  for  3  SAMPLE  CASTS,  3  yards  each 
tapered,  fine,  medium,  and  strong,  and  se( 
Quality. 

BEST   SELECTED   DRAWN   GUT,  3,  4,  and  Sx 

13  in.,  2/6  ;  15  in.,  3/- ;  18  in.,  4/-  per  100. 
BEST  UNDRAWN  GUT.  2x,  fine,  16  in.,  2/6 

18  in.,  3/- ;  20  in.,  3/6  per  100. 
GUT    CASTS.    FIRST    QUALITY,  1  yard,  1/4 

2  yards,  2/6  ;  3  yards,  3/6  per  doz. 
BEST    SOLID    PLAITED    ROACH    LINES,  pe 

100  yards,  1/6;  BARBEL,  2/-;  PIKE,  3/6. 
BEST    NOTTINGHAM    LOBS    AND    BAG,  3/' 

per  1,000.                 THB  TRADE  SUPPLIED. 

155,  Waterway  Street,  Nottingham 

RIVER    ITCHEN    AND    OLD  CANAL. 

OTTERBOURNE. 

3  miles  from  Eastleigh  &  6  miles  from  Winchester. 

GOOD    FISHING  BEAT. 

.\bout  one  mile  on  l)oth  banks  iind  one  mile  on 

ftnu      Vii r> Ir          W*i!  I      af  ocV**!^!      Wltli      lill'fi'f  f.l'iillt' 

Keeper's  cottage.    Lease  of  nine  years  to  run. 
Also    newly-erected    Bungalow,   containing  4 
bedrooms,  bathroom,  2  w.c.'s,  drawing,  dining, 
and  sitting  rooms,    domestic    ottioes ;  water 
supply  ;  good  drainage  ;  standing  in  grounds  of 
over  an  acre  ;  lease  46  years  ;  ground  rent  £10. 
The  whole  for  sale  by  order  of  Executors. — For 
particulars  apply  Bkodik  Timbs  &  Co.,  Estate 
Agents,  22,  Baslnghall  Street,  London,  B.C. 

LOUGH  MELYIN,  IRELAND. 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

Furnished  House  to  Let 

at  Garrison,  the  well-known  fishing  centre. 
Three  sitting  rooms,  eight  bedrooms,  servants' 
rooms,  w.C,  stabling.  &c.     Plate,  linen,  and 
attendance  if  required.— Apply,  P.  TiMONEY, 
Garrison,  Belleek,  Co.  Fermanagh. 

ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY. 

Patron  :  HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING. 
I'reaident—H.It.H.  The  Duke  of  Connaught,  K.G. 

Thirty-Seventh  Season,  1907-1908. 

Angrlers  wishing:  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSI 
ACCOMMODATION 

Per  Pishing'  the  Derbyshire  Stream) 

SHOCLD  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  &  BELPER  JOURNAL 
Charges  very  moderate. 
Artrlrenit!  Kiner  Street.  Al^rAtan. 

ABERDEENSHIRE. 

TO  BE  SUB-LET,  from  Ist  to  15th  April, 
about  U  miles  EXCELLENT 

TROUT  &  SALMON  FISHING 

IN  RIVER  DEVERON. 

Apply,  P.  COLLIER,  Haigh  Lawn, 
Alteincham. 

ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 

Ash  Wednesday  Evg.,  4th  Mar.,  1908. 

AT  8  O'CLOCK. 

THE  DREAM  OF 
GERONTIUS 

ELGAR. 

WM.  BROWN  &  CO.,  Fishing  Tackle  Makers 
in  George  Street,  Aberdeen,  for  upwards  of 
Ninety  Years,  beg  to  intimate  that  from  Feb.  1, 
11)08,  their  address  will  be  150,  Union  Street. 

Aberdeen,  to  which  address  all  communications 
should  be  sent  henceforth.    Makers  of  Flies  of 
every  kind  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Bass,  Grayling, 
<fec.    Natural  Baits,  Artificial  Baits,  and  Tackles 
of  all  kinds.    Casts,  Traces,  Lines,  Keels,  Rods, 
fiaffs.  Nets,  Creels,  and  Wading  Equipment. 
Sole  makerx  ofBrowii'n  Phantom.    Wholesale  and 
Retail.    Taxidermy,  Angling's  Agency.  'Tele- 
(jrams:  "  Phantom,  Aberdeen." 

r^C^'  y(ALMONfisHl^ 

^    -y^i  Instructio 

TO  I-.ET. 

About  One-third  iVIile  of 
Fishing:  on  the  Esk 

(Hall  the  River). 

Comprising  the  well-known  Balcony, 
Twintree,  and  Priory  Pools  and  Streams. 
Hut,  rod-box,  and  seat  on  the  Balcony. 
5  minutes  from  station.    Will  let  the 
whole  or  by  rod  for  the  season. — Apply, 
J.  J.  DuNWELL,  Grosmont  S.  0.,  Yorks. 

Miss    GERTRUDE  LONSDALE. 
Mr.   GERVASE  ELWES. 
Mr.   DALTON  BAKER. 

LONDON  THEATRES. 

BAND  AND  CHORUS,  ONE  THOUSAND. 
Organist— Mr.  H.  L,  Balfour,  Mus.B. 
Conductor— Sir  FREDERICK  BRIDGE,  M.V.O. 

Doors  open  at  7  ;  commence  at  8  o'clock. 
Stalls,  7s.6ri.;  Arena, 6s. ;  Balcony,  Reserved,  6s.; 
Unreserved,  4s.  ;  Boxes  from  £1  lis.  6d.  to  £3  3s. 
Gallery  (Promenade),  One  Shilling.   Tickets  may 
be  had  of  the  usual  Agents,  and  at  the  Royal 
Albert  Hall. 

^^^H.               by  cJ.eJ.BARDy 

rkRURY  LANE  THEATRE  ROYAL. 

Man.aging  Director,  Arthur  Collins.  — 
Every  Day,  at  1..30  and  7.30,  THE  BABES  IN 
THE  WOOD.     Messrs.  Walter  Passmore,  Harry 
Fragson,  Neil  Kenyon,  Lennox  Pawle,  Harrison 
Brockbank  Johnny  Danvers,  Arthur  Coutpiest  ■ 
Mdmes.  Agnes  Eraser,  Madge  Vincent,  Meredith 

Post  free  \  HOW  TO  FLIE^ 
■     6'4     V  HOW  TO  UJE  THEM 

.  ALNVyiCiC.  \^  -j^.-^ 

Penygwely  Reservoir. 

FISHING  TO  LET 

for  term  of  years.    Applications  to  be 

received  on  or  before  February  22nd. 
Foi.'  particulars  apply,  Town  Clbek, 
Oswestry. 

Meredro,  Florence  Warde,  and  Marie  George. 

IIAYMARKET   THE  ATRE— Every  Evening, 
n    at  8.30,  HER  FATHER.    Mr.  Arthur  Bour- 
chier ;  Messrs.  Cyril  Keightley,  Mai'sh  Allen, 
C.  L.  Lane,  E.  W.  Tarver,  E.  B.  Payne  ;  Miss 
Henrietta  Watson ;    Mesdanies    Angela  Van- 
brugh,  G.  Baird,  N.  Moore,  M.  Aldridge,  and 

\1isic  ATQt*i(i  Tfihr 

QUEEN'S  HALL. 

THE  QUEEN'S  HALL  ORCHESTRA'S 

SYMPHONY  CONCERT. 

Pears 

A  Soap  is  known  by  thi 
company  it  keeps.  Pear? 
is  found  in  good  societ 
everywhere. 

The  use  of  Pears'  Soa 
betokens  refinement. 

Scented,  or  not,  as  you  ^xA^t,  | 

T^HE  PLAYHOUSE,  Northumberland  Avenue. 
A    —Every  Evening  at  9.    THE  O'GRINDLES. 
By  H.  V.  Esmond.    Cyril  Maude  and  Winifred 
Emery,Alfred  Bishop,  Kenneth  Douglas,  Edmund 
Gwenn,  Alexandra  Carlisle,  PoUie  Emery,  &c. 
Preceded  at  8.30  by  FRENCH  AS  HE  IS  SPOKE. 
Matinee  Saturday  next  and  every  following 
W^ednesday  and  Saturday  at  2.30.    All  seats 
can  be  booked. 

Saturday,  Feb.  tiOth,  1908,  at  3. 

MAGNIFICAT  for  Soli,  Chorus,  and  Orchestra. 

J.  S.  Bach. 
1st  Soprano    ..    Miss  PERCEVAL  ALLEN. 
2nd  Soprano..    Miss  ELSIE  NICHOLL.  , 
Contralto       ..    Mi.ss  .lESSIE  GOLDSAOK. 
Tenor    ..      ..    Mii.  WEBSTER  MILLAR. 
Bass      ..      ..    Mr.  FREDERIC  AUSTIN. 

THE    LEEDS    CHORAL  UNION. 

(Conducted  by  Dr.  Henry  Oowako.) 

The  Blessed  Damozbl  (Rossetti),  for 
Soprano,  Mezzo-Soprano,  Female 
Chorus,  and  Orchestra  . .  Claude  Debussy. 
{First  Performance  in  Englarbd.) 

Miss  PERCEVAL  ALLEN.     Miss  ELSIE  NICHOLL. 

THE     LEEDS    CHORAL  UNION. 

(Conducted  by  Mr.  Hknkv  J.  AVood.) 
Symphony  No.  9,  in  D  minor  (Choral)  Beethoven. 
Miss  PERCEVAL  ALLEN.  Mr.  WEBSTER  MILLAR 
Miss  .JESSIE  GOLDSACK.  Mk.  FREDERIC  AUSTIN 

THE    LEEDS    CHORAL  UNION. 

(Conducted  by  Mr.  Henry  J.  Wood.) 

7s.  6(2.,  &s.,  2s.  6cf.,  usual  Agents  |  ChAppell's 
Box  Office,  Queen's  Hall ;  and  Queen's  Hall 
Orchestra,  Limited,  320,  Regent  Street,  W. 

EGBERT  NEWMAN.  Manager. 

WANTED, 

Thoroughly 

practical  rod  maker 

and  General  Repairer  of  Cricket  and 
Tennis  Bats,  &o.    Constant  employment. 
Apply,  stating  salary  required,  age,  and 
all  particulars,  to  Morton,  8,  Grainger 
Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

"HALY'S  THEATRE.— Every  Evening  at  8.15 
THE  MERRY  WIDOW.    Messrs.  Robert 
Evett,  W.   H.   Berry,  Lennox  Pawle,  Gordon 
Cleather,  Fred  Kaye,  V.  O'Connor,  R.  Roberts, 
and  Joseph  Coyne  and  George  Graves ;  Misses 
Elizabeth   Firth,   Gabrielle  Ray,   G.  Lester, 
Desmond,  Glyn,  Welch,   Dombey,  Irving,  Le 
Grand,  Webster,  Munro,  and  Mis-.  Lily  Elsie. 

The  Largest  Trout  Breeding  Establishment 
in  Germany 

(500  hectares  of  drainable  ponds,  water  of  100  h.p. 
flows  through  the  establishment),  offers  at  a  very 
moderate  price 

BEST  RED  SPAWN  OF  RIVER  AND 
RAINBOW  TROUT 

from  naturally  kept  parent  fish.   Sent  against 
cash  on  delivery.— F.  and  B.  Ziemsen,  Viereg- 
genhof  bei  Wiamar  in  Meckl.,  Germany. 

CT.  JAMES'S  THEATRE,  King  Street,  Pall 
^    Mall.— Every  Evening,  at  8.40  sharp,  THE 
THIEF.    Mr.  George  Alexander  and  Miss  Irene 
Vanbrugh.   Mr.  Sydney  Valentine,  Mr.  B.  Lyall 
Swete,  Mr.  Reginald  Owen. 

PRINCE  OF  WALES'  THEATRE.  —  Every 
A     Evening,  at  8,  MISS  HOOK  OF  HOLLAND. 
Mr.  G.  P.  Huntley, -Mr.  Maurice  l^arkoa,  Messrs. 
George  Barrett,  Herbert  Clayton,  W.  Pringle ; 
Mesdames  Oracle  Leigh,  Eva  Kelly,  G.  Brogden, 
G.  Xvery,  ElBie  Spain 

February  22,  1908 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


SEA-ANGLINd   COMPETITIONS  AND 
FESTIVALS. 


CoN^DEBABLE  difference  of  opinion  exists  among 
sea-aaglera  as  to  the  beneSt  accruing  to  the  best 
intereats  of  the  sport  from  public  competitions, 
especially  those  now  becoming  popular  at  seaside 
resorts  under  the  name  of  festivals  and  tournaments. 
The  committee  of  the  British  Sep,  Anglers'  Society 
therefore  got  one  of  their  vice-presidents,  Mr.  Aflalo, 
to  open  on  Wednesday,   Feb.    12,  a  discussion 
upon  angling  competitions  and  prizes.    He  did  this 
well  and  with  no  uncertain  sound.    Granting  the 
right  of  local  bodies  in  these  places  to,  firstly,  boom 
the  town  as  a  popular  seaside  resort,  secondly,  to 
minister  to  local  festivity,  and  thirdly,  to  enable 
individual  anglers  to  show  off,  he  nevertheless 
jontended   that    the    claim    so    loudly  insisted 
ipon    that    they    greatly    benefited    and  ad- 
^ced  the  interests  of  sport    was  unfounded. 
He  had  been  present  at  one  of  the  most  celebrated 
:estivals,  acted  as  a  judge,  and  felt  qualified  to  give 
m  opimon.     He  was  convinced   that  although 
Dopulanty  was  secured  for  sea  anghng  festivals,  the 
irue  spirit  of  the  sport  was  damaged  and  retarded 
Dy  them.   Prizes  of  large  intrinsic  value  were  offered 
•■^^  *heir  large  amount  made  very  public  in  all 
jubhc  places,  and  he  thought  it  needed  no  action 
m  his  part  to  convince  the  members  of  the  well 
:nown  injury  all  sport  has  sustained   from  the 
^"^f  of  great  intrinsic  values  in  such  cases, 
then  the  proceedings  were  carried  out  in  such  form 
■8  to  most  unduly  favour  the  preponderance  of  luck 
iver  skill,  always  so  damaging  to  the  true  spirit  of 
■ny  sport.     And  the  weighing  in  of  everything 
aught,  big  and  little,  the  mixed  bag,  certainly  did 
lot  encourage  the  finer  sport  of  setting  out  to  catch 
iarticular  species  and  catching  them.  The  rush  and 
urmoil,  the  getting  back  to  weigh  in  in  time,  was  as 
pposed  to  the  true  spirit  of  sport  as  it  did  minister 
3  the  feverish  excitement  of  the  festival. 

IMr.  Aflalo  contended,  in  conclusion,  that  however 
eneficial  in  some  respects,  these  competitions  did 
othing  to  further  the  sport.    He  was  followed  by 
11.  Albert  Jackson,  who  held  a  brief  for  the  festival, 
tid  admitted  that,  primarily,  no  doubt  they  were 
for  the  purpose  of  booming  the  locahty,  and 
id  boom  it,  but  that  incidentally  they  made  very 
opular  the  modern  sport  of  sea  angUng,  increasing 
y  thousands  the  number  of  its  votaries,  and  that 
iroughthe  action  and  influence  of  the  local  angling 
ubs  and  of  the  National  Council  of  Sea  Anglers 
le  sporting  conditions  were  being  rapidly  brought 
3  to  the  level  of  even  those  of  the  society. 
Improvements  in  tackle  were  fostered,. and  the 
■Okie  trade  could  tell  them  the  increased  custom 
lat  had  resulted.    The  subject  was  threshed  out 
r  a  number  of  members,  considerable  interest  being 
:cited,  and  was  finally  summed  up  by  Mr.  C.  O. 
inchin,  the  chairman  of  the  evening,  who  voiced 
iry  fairly  the  opinions  of  the  members  present 
9  thanked  ]VIr.  Aflalo  for  the  very  fair  and  open 
anner  of  his  speech,  and  urged  that  although  you 
uld  not  hold  these  local  festivals  without  compe- 
aon  you  could  have  competition  without  the  local 
itival.    The  booming  of  the  place,  the  festivities, 
d  the  show  off  and  swagger  were  no  doubt  all 
idable  in. their  way,  but  led  directly  to  pot-hunting 

the  worst  kind,  and  he  quite  failed  to  realise 
Mr  comiection  with  the  true  spirit  of  the  sport, 
hen  these  prizes  of  large  value  are  prominently 
rust  to  the  front — what  is  the  inducement  ?  why 
take  them.  This  is  no  inducement  to  the  practice' 
pure  sport,  and  no  real  skill  is  tested  at  these 
iipetitions.  Even  at  their  own  "hardy  annual  " 
s  Deal  competition,  carefully  handled  as  it  always 
1  been,  doubts  of  this  sort  had  crept  in,  and  the 
:iety  had,  m  their  Sarcelle  competition,  that  for 
>  coramitte  cup,  the  specimen  fish  competition 
1  the  species  challenge  cups,  fairly  secured  the 
;ouragement  of  sport  and  reward  of  skill 
■hout  popular  show,  and  for  prizes  of  honour 
rely  those  of  small  intrinsic  value.  The  results 
*e  discussion,  he  thought,  amply  confirmed  their 
ion  Thanks  (to  Chairman  and  lecturer  were 
dially  awarded. 

)n  Wednesday  evening,  Feb.  19,  Mr.  Boulenger 
the  Natural  History  Museum,  Kensington  read 
m  a  paper  upon  "Abyssal  Fish  Life,"  illustrated 
>antern  slides,  and  they  were  still  further  favoured 
the  presence  of  Mr.  Cunningham,  whose  well- 
>wn  researches  in  fish  life  at  Plymouth  are  well 
'wn  and  appreciated.    A  full  report  will  appear 

'."h  H  f  k'T^-  F^^'ty  °f  thanks  were 

irded  to  both,  and  to  the  Chairman  (Mr  Bas-l 
he  annual  meetuag  of  members  will  be  held  at 
on""""^      Fetter-lane  on  Wednesday 
.  26,  at  7.30— no<  8  o'clock.  j£.  pT 


Xettete  to  the  Ebitot. 

f-TFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opimiona  expressed  by  our  Correspondents,] 


BY 


THE   NUMBER   OF   SALMON  CAUGHT 
NETS  IN  THE  THURSO  SALMON 
FISHERY  DISTRICT. 

Deab  Sir, — It  may  probably  interest  your  readers 
to  know  the  exact  numbers  of  salmon  and  grilse 
caught  by  nets  in  the  Thurso  Salmon  Fishery 
District,  which  extends  from  Duncanshay  Head, 
near  John  O'Groats,  to  Brims  Ness,  a  distance  of 
about  thirty  miles,  for  six  successive  years— from 
1901  to  1906. 

The  Thurso  river  has  been  well  known  for  genera- 
tions as  the  earliest  of  important  rivers  for  salmon 
angling,  and,  as  salmon  anglers  well  know,  spring 
angling  for  salmon  is  generally  preferred  to  summer 
angling,  becaiise  then  chiefly  salmon  are  taken  which 
are  of  greater  weight  than  grilse,  which  are  chiefly 
taken  in  summer,  besides  which  it  is  scarce  in  spring. 


discontinued  the  drag-nets,  in  consequence  of  which 
m  one  spring  alone,  exclusive    of    the  Bummer 
salmon  fishing,  which  now  terminates  on  Oct 
upwards  of  1500  salmon  and  grilse  were  caught'  in 
the  river  by  anglers  by  fair  casting  lof  the  fly  'no 

the  Th^rso^- "  ^  "^'"^ 

In  the  year  1901  I  took  a  lease  of  the  whole  of 
RaL^'*"^  1^^^  ^^^"J'  Fishings  in  the  Thurso 
Salmon  Fishery  District,  which  has  still  several 

LZon''  Tfi'  if"*^  ^^^'-^  '^'"^  ""^y  remained  three 
salmon  net  fishing  stations  not  under  my  control 

^.P"*'*'^  ??d  to  the  net  salmon  fishing  at 
Scrabster  in  the  Bay  of  Thurso,  which  yielded 
fnTo?/"'*]^^"'^  (995)  salmon  to  the  net  Vers 
m  1902,  and  soon  after  I  arranged  the  removal  of 
the  nets  at  Holbum  Head,  thus  leaving  the  entu-e 
Bay  of  Thurso  and  eight  miles  beyond  it  on  one 
side  and  six  on  the  other  absolutely  free  of  all  nets 
of  every  kind,  and  thus  only  two  unimportant 
salmon  net  fishings  remain.  k^-^^ani. 
■  \l'^''\'^ow  settled  to  remove  all  the  Crown  nets 
m  the  whole  of  the  Thurso  Salmon  FisheryTLtrift 


Statement  showing  Total  Number  op  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea-Trout  Caught  in  Sea 
  Fishings  Let  to  Messrs.  Sellar. 


Month. 

Scrabster. 

1  Murkle. 

Castlehill. 

Brough. 

Ham. 

C'rosskiik. 

j  Total  for  Year. 

1901. 

IVi-ttlCIl  ... 

April   

May   

June   _  _ 

July    ['[ 

August  

11 
69 
47 
350 
36 

7 

23 
43 
64 
428 
56 

1 
18 

65 
59 
328 
33 

o 
27 
77 
453 

/  28 

— 

13 
47 
176  . 
16 

— 
66 

lyui, 

1 

1902. 

February  to  April 

May   

June   

July   

August   ,[[ 

513 

621 

1  504 

j  591 

!  66 

'  2547 

27 
162 
675 
1  114 

1 

4 
26 
99 
515 
69 

9 
37 
223 
97J. 
116 

5 
10 
78 
457 
51 

7 
32 
234 
33 

52 
406 

1902. 

995 

713  ■ 

1366 

601 

306 

458 

4429 

1903. 

February  to  May   

June   

July   

August  

41 

148 
324 
60 

56 
115 

291 
98 

117 

139 
568 
149 

20 
73 
248 
71 

8 
23 
102 
19 

38 
61 
168 
72 

1903. 

673 

560 

973 

412 

152 

339 

3009 

1904. 

February  to  May 

June    ;  

July                         ,][  ]] 

August  

25 
112 
543 
177 

25 
149 
448 
140 

34 
104 
558 
208 

10 
154 
472 

56 

Nets 
removed. 

16 
46 

316 

 97 

1904. 

1905. 

February  to  May 

June    '[[ 

July   

August  

857 

762 

899 

692 

1 

475 

3685 

Nets 
removed. 

65 
395 
534 

40 

56 
680 
778 

66 

30 
258 
211 
6 

Nets 
removed,  j 

34 
446 
708 

25 

1905. 

1034 

1580 

505 

1213  ! 

4332 

.  1906. 

February  to  May   

June   ' 

July    i'* 

August  

Nets 
removed. 

31 
200 
605 

19 

43 
225 
647 

64 

6 
105 
217 

8 

Nets 
removed. 

10 

223 
123 
22 

1906. 

755 

979 

336 

378 

2448 

and  as  an  evidence  of  this,  I  saw  in  a  leading  London 
newspaper  the  other  day  that  last  month  fresh 
salnaon  commanded  5s.  6d.  per  pound  in  the  London 
market,  and  Dutch  salmon  9s.  Again,  the  shooting 
season  and  racing  are  over  when  spring  salmon 
angling  is  at  its  best  time,  and  an  angler  is  almost 
certain  to  have  usually  rain,  cloudy  skies,  and  wind 
in  his  favour  in  spring,  but  generally  bright  sun, 
cloudless  skies,  and  dead  calms  in  summer,  at  which 

atTracS  ""'^  P"^*"^^^ 

The  angling  for  salmon  on  the  Thurso  river  is 
my  exclusive  property  from  the  mouth  to  the 
source,  and  I  have  also  the  right  of  using  nets  for 
salmon  on  that  part  of  the  coast  where  it  abuts 
on  the  sea  Formerly  the  tenant  of  my  salmon 
fishings  used  several  bag-nets  and  also  drag-nets  in 
the  sea,  and  also  a  sweep-net  in  the  Cruive  Pool 
and  the  rental  wliich  my  grandfather  derived  from 
his  salmon  fishings,  exclusive  of  the  anglmg  in  the 
river,  was  at  one  time  £1000  a  year,  although 
m  consequence  of  the  absence  of  railways  and 
steamers,  all  the  salmon  had  to  be  boiled  and 
pickled  with  vinegar  in  kits,  so  that  it  commanded 
a  very  inferior  price  in  the  market  to  that  of  fresh 
salmon  m  ice. 
Many  years  ago  I  removed  the  bag-nets  and 


this  very  season,  and  I  have  also  built  a  dam  and 
fish-pass  at  Loch  More,  where  the  salmon  fishing 
beats  end  and  which  is  at  a  distance  of  about 
twenty  miles  by  road  from  Thurso,  and  much  more 
by  the  windings  of  the  river,  at  a  cost— including  a 
considerable  extent  of  new  road  and  two  new 
bridges  occasioned  by  the  extension  of  the  loch— 
of  upwards  of  £2000,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
result  wil  be  as  successful  as  a  similar  course  has 
been  on  the  Helmsdale  river. 

On  the  Helmsdale  the  take  of  salmon  by  ancrlers 
had  fallen  to  about  300  in  the  season,  and  bv 
removmg  the  nets  and  constructing  dams  it  rose 

JL  Z''^''  ^''.^•''S'  ^-i^  has  averaged  more 

than  1200  salmon  and  grilse  in  the  last  four  years 

I  enclose  the  return  which  I  received  from  mv 
sub-tenant  of  the  Crown  Salmon  Fishings  of 
which  you  can  make  any  use  you  please,  tnd  I 
will  only  further  say  that  by  adding  to  the  number 
ot  salmon  and  grilse  caught  by  net  at  the  Crown 
hahnon  Fishings  a  proportionate  number  according 
to  rent  for  Holburn  Head.  Dunnet,  and  Mev  I 
calculate  that  upwards  of  6000  sahnon  and  grilse 
iTl9oT  ^B.\mon  Fishery  Diltrict 

An  illustration  of  the  great  popularity  of  salmon 
fishmg  18  supphed  by  the  fact  that  one  of  the  lead- 
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ing  agents  for  letting  salmon  fishings,  moors,  and 
deer  forests  told  me  that  he  let  one  rod  on  the 
Helmsdale  for  two  months  a  few  years  ago  for  £500, 
and  Tas  there  are  six  rods  on  that  river,  its  value 
would  appear  to  be  £3000  for  two  months,  and  I 
leave  your  readers  to  guess  what  it  would  be  worth 
for  the  whole  season. — Yours  truly, 

J.  G.  T.  SiNCLAIB. 


THE  INKY  BOY  CORRESPONDENCE. 
Dear  Sir, — ^You  accuse  me  of  "  talking  nonsense 
about  a  stomach-ache."  This  is  (excuse  me)  not 
fair  fighting.  The  words  were  used  as  an  illustra- 
tion, thus:  I  occupied  nearly  fifty  I  lines  of  your 
space  in  detailed  answer  to  your  extraordinary 
"  criticisms  "  ;  immediately  at  the  tail  of  these  fifty 
lines  you  say :  "  Mr.  Kelson  offers  no  answer  to 
criticisms."  I  compared  this  unfair  proceeding 
with  the  Christian  Scientist  telling  a  patient  who 
has  detailed  his  gastric  symptoms  at  some  length, 
that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  stomach-ache. 
The  illustration  may  be  good  or  bad ;  you  think, 
probably,  bad.  I  can  only  say  that  it  follows  (very 
humbly  and  longo  intervallo)  the  style  of  argument 
used  by  Macaulay  where  he  caps  his  convincing 
arguments  with  enlightening  illustration.  Do  you 
say  that  all  illustration  is  nonsense,  or  that  this 
one  is  ? 

The  whole  of  your  arguments  amount  to  this — 
that  you  wrote,  and  others  wrote  about  certain  flies, 
or  about  a  method  of  striking  salmon,  before  I 
wrote  about  them.  I  have  been  trying,  without 
much  success,  to  show  you  that  my  father  invented 
and  used  the  flies  and  I  the  method  many,  many 
years  before  I  wrote  and  claimed  them  as  ours. 

Will  you  forgive  me  if  I' drop  into  "nonsense" 
(that  is,  illustration)   again  ?    For   example,  the 
Flood  took  place  before  American  journalism  was 
discovered,  but  you  wouldn't  say  if  you — never 
having  seen  the  subject  alluded  to  before — saw 
head-lines  in  an  American  paper,  thus — 
Old  man  Noah  nsr  Oilskins 
Shem  goes  out  fob  an  Umbrella 
— that  there  was  no  Flood  before  the  New  York 
Herald  existed. 

The  burden  of  proof  that  I  did  not  act  (not  wi-ite) 
thus  is,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  on  you — not  on  me. 

I  take  a  statement  of  yours,  Jan.  4,  in  which  you 
say,  in  reference  to  my  method  of  striking  from  the 
winch,  "I  proved  that  it  was  described  and  recom- 
mended by  others  before  he  (G.  M.  K.)  claimed  it." 

You  will  forgive  me  if  I  say  it  is  impossible  to 
prove  that  it  was  so  described  and  recommended 
before  I  invented  it.  It  may  have  been  before  I 
claimed  it  in  the  public  Press,  but  you  can  hardly 
suppose  that  I  have  started  up  and  claimed,  instan- 
taneously in  writing,  urhi  et  orbi,  every  single  thing 
which  I  have  discovered. 

In  the  matter  of  this  far-famed  patent  lever 
winch  Mr.  Farlow,  the  leader  in  the  trade,  knows 
that  no  such  winch  was  made  before  mine.  Since 
you  say  you  proved  the  opposite  of  this  contention, 
kindly  tell  me  when  and  where  the  proof  is  to  be 
found. 

In  the  matter  of  the  "  mixed  wings,"  and  my 
claim  to  be  the  pioneer  thereof,  I  have  made  an 
extensive  search  in  old  letters,  papers,  etc.,  and  can 
find  no  mention  whatever  of  the  phrase  "  mixed 
wings"  before  my  use  of  it.  Mr.  B.  N.  Everard, 
whose  name  as  a  fisherman  carries  weight,  writes  to 
me  :  "  I  have  had  a  look  here  and  there  but  cannot 
find  the  words  'mixed  wings.'  " 

It  was  possible  to  find  such  phrases  as  "  sprigged," 
"slips  mixedly,"  etc.,  in  parenthesis,  sometimes 
preceding,  sometimes  following  the  descriptive 
particulars.  But  none  of  these  phrases  had  a 
definite  meaning.  They  were  only  understood  by 
dressers  who  knew  the  patterns  by  heart.  All 
others  required  a  fly  or  a  coloured  illustration,  in 
the  absence  of  which  the  strips  were  never  put  in 
their  natural  order.  Flies  of  this  sort  might  per- 
haps be  denominated  "  built  wings "  or  "  strip 
wings."  I  maiatain  that  they  were  not  and  ought 
not  to  be  called  "  mixed  mngs." 

You  have  already  printed  in  this  correspondence 
the  method  of  making  "  mixed  wings  "  of  single 
strands  and  not  of  strips,  which  system  was  my 
own  invention,  and  which,  I  claim,  has  driven  the 
old  strip  wing  off  the  face  of  existence,  except 
perhaps  on  the  Tay  and  Shannon.  Do  not  mis- 
understand me.  The  true  mixed  wing  is,  without  a 
shadow  of  doubt,  an  infinitely  more  effective  lure 
(as  some  call  it)  in  all  cases  where  delicate  fishing  is 
imperative.  .     ,t  , 

After  all,  your  contention  resolves  itself  merely 
into  a  question  of  nomenclature,  and  in  all  cases 
where  talking  about  fishing  (your  province)  takes 
precedence  of  acting  about  fishing  (my  province),  I 
shall  have  to  give  you  best. 

My  father  invented  a  fly  called  the  "  Black  Dog 
in  about  1846.     Would  it  not  be  miraculous  if  I 
could  oblige  you  by  giving  the  exact  date  !  Whether 


the  fly  is  the  same  as  the  *'  famous  Tay  pattern  " 
or  not,  I  cannot  say,  not  knowing  the  dressing  of 
the  one  you  mention.  Produce  this.  I  have  pro- 
duced his  in  my  book,  and  we  will  see  if  they  are 
alike  or  different. — I  am,  dear  Mr.  Marston,  yours 
illustrationally,  Geo.  M.  Kelson. 

P.S. — I  have  a  fly  invented  and  made  by  my 
father  in  1835.  It  is  dressed  on  an  eyed  hook,  and 
I'  think  it  would  not  be  out  of  place  in  a  frame  put 
on  the  wall  at  the  Fly-Fishers'  Club. 

[If  I  can  find  time,  I  will  give  Mr.  Kelson  all  he 
wants — chapter  and  versa — next  week. — Ed.] 

THE  '\MYSTERY"  SALMON  FLY. 

Dear  Sir, — The  fabrication  of  the  "Mystery" 
salmon  fly,  and  the  particulars  attending  the  cap- 
ture of  the  large  salmon  in  the  River  Suir,  which, 
by  the  way,  weighed  57lb.,  and  not  561b.  as  stated 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Saturday  last,  has  been 
more  or  less  fantastically  described  by  different 
writers  any  number  of  times  for  some  years  past.  A 
plain,  unvarnished  tale  as  to  thej  circumstances 
under  which  the  fish  was  landed  and 'the  fly  manipu- 
lated was  told  by  the  late  Mr.  Richard  Bradford  in 
the  Field  of  Feb.  9,  1895.  Mr.  Bradford  was  for 
many  years  an  able  inspector  of  the  Suir  Board  of 
Conservators,  and  was  also,  I  tliink,  the  local 
correspondent  of  the  Fields  He  was  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  river,  and  was,  I  believe, 
intimate  with  Michael  Maher,  the  professional 
fisherman  who  was  the  originator  of  the  "  Mystery." 
Mr.  Bradford  wrote  from  Clonmel  to  say  the  salmon 
"  was  killed  at  Longfield  on  one  of  the  extreme 
strands  of  the  Suir  by  Michael  Maher,  of  Nodstown, 
in  the  following  singular  manner  :  The  river  weis  re- 
ported coloured,  and  he  left  his  flies  behind  and 
trusted  to  baits.  However,  when  he  reached  theriver 
he  found  that  the  water  was  too  clear  for  the  Devon. 
He  was  at  his  wits'  end,  but  not  to  be  outdone,  he 
went  into  a  farmhouse  near,  got  some  light  orange 
silk  from  the  farmer's  daughter,  some  hackles  from 
a  grizzled  cock  in  the  yard,  a  little  silver  tinsel,  and 
so  made  the  body.  He  could  find  nothing  suitable 
for  the  wing  except  some  light  orange  goose  feathers 
(dyed)  in  the  girl's  hat;  however,  he  used  a  few 
fibres,  made  a  clumsily-tied  fly,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  was  fast  in  the  salmon,  which  he  landed  in 
a  short  time,  and  brought  it  in  triumph  to  basket. 
When  asked  what  fly  he  used,  he  said,  '  That's  a 
mystery.'  This  gave  rise  to  the  name,  and  is  a 
standard  fly  still  with  a  few  slight  alterations." 

The  salmon  in  question  was  taken  in  1873,  and 
its  capture  was  recorded  in  the  Times  of  Nov.  24 
of  that  year.  Maher,  it  was  said,  realised  a  large 
price  for  the  fish  owing  to  its  splendid  condition.— 
Yours  truly,  Henry  Ffennell, 


FISHING  IN  NORWAY. 
Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent  will  find  good 
lake  fishing  at  the  Framnaes  Hotel,  between  Voss 
and  Stalheim.  There  was  also  a  nice  lake  for  trout 
at  the  back  of  Vinje,  but  I  am  not  sure  whether  it 
is  not  now  preserved. — Yours  truly,        A.  G.  C. 


A  ROACH-BREAM  HYBRID. 

Dear  Sib, — I  weighed  in  at  my  angling  club  last 
Wednesday,  Feb.  12,  a  roach- bream  hybrid,  identi- 
fied as  such  by  Mr.  Gunn,  the  naturalist,  of 
Norwich,  scaling  31b.  5oz.  I  took  the  fish  in  the 
Wensum,  when  roach  fishing.  Will  you  or  any  of 
your  readers  kindly  tell  me  if  the  weight  is  excep- 
tional, and  what  is  the  record  weight  for  this  kind 
of  fish  1.  The  fish  is,  I  may  say,  being  set  up. — 
Yours  truly,  Herbert  J.  Kett. 

QUIET  PLACE  IN  DEVON. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  yoin*  correspondent 
"R.  H.  G.,"  there  are  several  places  in  the  glorious 
county  of  Devon  tfiat  would  answer  the  require- 
ments. I  should  recommend  Newton  Ferrers  [or 
Noss,  on  the  Yealm,  which  is  only  about  half  an 
hour  from  Plymouth,  where  there  is  a  very  fine 
Roman  Catholic  cathedral.  The  rivers  can  be 
reached  by  rail  through  Plymouth.  And  I  shall  be 
pleased  to  give  your  correspondent  further  par- 
ticulars as  to  lodgings,  hotel  or  apartments,  if  he 
will  communicate  with  me.  Very  safe  anchorage 
for  boats,  and  sport  good  in  the  season.  March  is, 
by  the  by,  rather  early,  unless  the  weather  gets 
settled  fine. — ^Yours  truly,     William  Hearder. 

Plymouth.  —  '• 

"  BY  HOOK  OR  BY  CROOK." 

Dear  Sir, — I  was  very  glad  to  see  you  had  copied 
that  portion  of  the  Times  article  of  Jan.  28  re 
"snatching"  salmon.  The  sooner  leaded  flies  or 
lead  on  fly  line  is  prohibited  bylaw  on  all  rivers  the 
better.  On  several  rivers  in  Ireland  some  years  ago 
theso-called  "  lures  "  were  called  "  make  'em  takes." 
Of  course,  no  sportsman  would  use  them,  but  un- 
luckily there  are  many  fishermen  who  are  not 


sportsmen,  and  never  will  be,  and  as  long  as  they 
can  get  fish  by  "hook  or  by  crook"  they  will — 
even  to  buying  them.  I  have  .seen  a  river  where 
prawning  was  going  on,  but  more  often  than  not 
there  was  no  prawn  on  the  hook,  though  plenty  of 
lead  above  it ;  and  as  you  might  expect,  most  of  the 
fish  caught  were  foul  hooked.  It  ought  to  be  made 
illegal  to  sell  leaded  flies,  etc.,  although,  of  course, 
any  duffer  can  make  them.  It  is  quite  easy  to  hook 
a  salmon  with  a  No.  8  or  9  perch  hook  with  one  or 
two  shot  above  it,  when  salmon  are  fairly  plentiful. 
This  snatching  is  so  well  done  that  most  salmon  by 
a  good  man  (?)  can  nearly  always  be  hooked  near  the 
mouth  or  in  the  head,  so  as  to  deceive  people  who 
are  near. — Yours  truly,  Anti-Ltjbe. 

CATCHING  TENCH  AND  EELS  IN  POND. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  a  small  pond,  or,  rather,  pit,  in 
which  some  tench  were  placed  a  year  ago.  They 
were  5in.  then.    What  length  should  they  be  now  ? 

The  pond  also  contains  some  eels,  about  1  lb. 
each.  There  are  very  steep  banks  down  to  the 
water,  so  that  I  cannot  get  near  enough  to  fish  with- 
out being  seen. 

Are  tench  to  be  taken  on  bank  or  night  lines  7 
Or  how  am  I  to  catch  them  in  such  a  place  with 
rod  and  line  ?  I  have  tried  night  lines  for  eels,  but 
although  they  take  the  bait  they  wriggle  off  instead 
of  getting  hooked.  I  shall  be  glad  to  know  how  to 
prevent  this;  and  also  if  these  lines  can  be  used 
successfully  all  the  year  round,  as  I  understand 
tench  and  eels  are  always  in  season.  Any  informa- 
tion on  the  subject  will  be  [welcomed  by,  yours 
truly.  One  Perplexed. 

Herefordshire.   

FISHING  WANTED  AT  EASTER. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
with  recent  and  personal  experience  very  kindly 
tell  me — 

(1)  Of  any  farmhouse,  country  inn,  or  similar 
abode  in  Wales  or  Devon  where  two  or  three 
bachelors  could  obtain  cheap  and  good  plain  board 
and  lodging  in  picturesque  and  quiet  surroundings 
with  fair  trout-fishing  free  or  on  very  reasonable! 
terms  during  the  Easter  Holidays  ?  I  fear  Laki> 
Vyrnwy,  for  instance,  would  be  too  luxurious,  and 
Lynton  and  Brendon  too  crowded  then.  Of  Brent, 
Avonwick,  Loddiswell,  and  Ivybridge  in  South 
Devon  I  have  no  recent  knowledge,  but  I  believe 
the  Avon  and  Erme  Association's  and  Conservators* 
charges  per  rod  for  three  weeks  are  pretty  stiff,  and 
I  am  told  that  permits  for  the  late  Mr.  Mark  RoUe's 
and  Lord  Clinton's  waters  are  no  longer  easily 
obtainable  in  Torrington,  Merton,  and  Sheepwash 
in  North  Devon. 

(2)  Whether,  between  Easter  and  Whitsuntide, 
one  would  probably  find  any  decent  fly-fishing 
within  easy  reach  of  Salo  on  the  Lago  di  Garda  in 
Italy;  and,  if  so,  whether  in  lake  or  river,  and 
sorts  and  sizes  of  flies  recommended,  and  oblige  - 
Yours  truly,  G.  H.  R.  Hart! 


FISHING  IN  NORTHUMBERLAND. 
Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent  "Double  T," 
whose  letter  appears  in  your  issue  of  Feb.  15,  has' 
touched  on  Wooler,  a  spot  which  the  writer  hasi 

cast  his  eyes  on  of  late  coupled  with  a  desire  

hardly  an  intention  as  yet — to  visit  Northumber- 
land piscatorially  bent.  Would  your  correspondent, 
kindly  supply  a  little  further  information  of  the! 
district  ? 

(1)  Is  the  "Cottage"  a  hotel  or  inn,  and  is  it  a 
suitable  place  to  tal^e  one's  wife  to  ? 

(2)  The  fishing.  What  does  this  cost,  and  are! 
rod  licences  and  tickets  obtainable  locally  ? 

(3)  Is  wading  essential  or  allowed  ? 

(4)  Does  "  Double  T  "  know  Alnwick,  and  is  therei 
any  desirable  fishing  or  accommodation  there  ?  ' 

These  inquiries  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  pardoned,  but 

the  writer  is  entirely  ignorant  of  the  district  

Yours  truly,  p.  H.  Watbes. 

Cardiff.  '  

A  2lb.  TENCH  IN  A  16lb.  PIKE.  • 

Dear  Sib, — I  have  just  taken  a  2lb.  tench  out  of. 
a  pike  that  weighed  161b.  This  jars  with  the  theory 
that  a  pike  rubs  against  the  tench  to  be  made  welll 
when  sick  or  ill.  It  seems  to  me  like  the  man  who 
was  told  to  rub  his  bad  leg  with  whiskey.  He' 
rubbed  his  leg  all  right,  but  he  fancied  the  whiskey 
would  do  more  good  inside,  so  he  drank  it,  and  felt! 
very  much  better  for  it.  The  pike  evidently 
tho\ight  so,  too.  I  know  a  very  old  pike  fisher  who 
swears  that  there  is  no  other  bait  like  a  tench  fori 
pike.  This  might  be  interesting  to  some  of  youi 
readers.— Yours  truly,  w.  F.  Homer.  ; 

[We  have  often  had  proof  that  the  old  theory, 
that  pike  will  not  eat  tench  is  quite  wrong.  1 
should  be  very  sorry,  though,  if  such  a  good  fish 
as  the  tench,  which  grows  to  some  71b.  or  moreJ 
were  to  be  used  as  a  live  bait. — Ed.]  ' 

(Severallletters  are  held  over.) 


February  29,  1908 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


\ 


NOTICES. 


[For  List  of  Contents,  see  page  153  ] 

Newsagents  and  Mshinl  Ctr.  rf " ^'^'^  ?^  principal 
Pi-ovinces.  *>sning  lackle  Dealers  in  London  and  the 

'CS  Z  Mrif"GS7sVrf,"  .•'^"^,tained  at  Messrs. 
the  thief  Newsa-enN    Whl  P"'V"Pa'  Bookstalls  and  of 
^ ,    Pa^er  can  alfvlyt  bThad  ''^"^""•'^ 
"Ta^kl'e"'Ji?"^^tte"X^L''f^r''i^'^^^"-^  Depart,„>ent.  Fishing 

"'^tt'^i-K!>--~sideof  the  pape 

later  than  tw?o'c?^o?k  on  WpVn!T"*'  ''"'^^ 
vertisement  Manager."         Wednesdays,  addressed,  "Ad- 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

t^TiXZ^%'rz.^g^^^^^^  -  stamps 

Fetter  tane  Londot  t^whom  In  ^'n'^''  ^unstan's  House, 
be  made.  '  money  payments  should 

"°\nKnd'"''  '°  "'^I'^^'  «^  «"tain 

^  &^!;^hs  '^j^j^'"      :::  ^; 

To  the  Colonies,  America  and  the  fWin^^f ;    28.  8d. 
.abscription;  including  postage  13, 

One  pj?^^  °^  Advertisements, ' 

Half  Page        ■."   £7  7  0 

A  Cohinin  or  Quarter  Page 3  15  0 
Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page 2  2  0 
Small  advertisements  5.  per  inch 'of  single  colum„"(4  cols'  to 

addJ-issTr Ire^ZvERSEf T  ^''""Kl  "e 

House,  Fetter  Lane,  London  Managbk,  St.  Dunstan's 

Telegraphic  Address—"  FISHTKrn 
GAZETTiJ,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  5242  Holbom. 


appears  in  this  list  is  a  standard  sahnon  fly  No 
%  IS  entitled  to  be  called  a  '  standard  '  pattern 
until  It  has  become  generally  known  and  reco^  S 

dltl  1- *°       that  °o  salmS  flv 
dresser  living,  except  Mr.  Kelson,  ever  even  heard 
of  scores  of  flies  given  in  this  list.    It  is  true  E 
a  dis  mction  is  made  between  what  Mr  Kelson 
calls  '  G.EJ  •  or  'general  standards,'  and  '  S  S  ■  or 
'special  standards';  it  would  have  been  much 
nearer  the  truth  to  call  the  latter  'F  P  ,' <  W 
patterns,'  and  a  great  many  of  Mr  keW« 
general  standards  are  only  fancj  patterns.         ^  " 
Mr.  Kelson  gives  as  a  reason  for  not  including 
some  old   standard  patterns  in  h is   1  =f  f k 
although  trade  dresser^  still  Lirthem  by  the  old 
names,  they  have  so  varied  the  dresSn^  tW 
fly  IS  no  onger  dressed  as  it  was  wheTft  won 
title  to  fame    We  Ifear  that  very  few  indeed  of 
the  standard  favourites  have  not  varied  somewhat 
smce  they  were  first  invented  and  named  S^me 

oM  flv'  FoT  inT  "^"^"^  apptenflTan 
+1^^tS^"  1  .instance,  compare  the  dressings  of 
the  Donkey,  given  as  a  general  standard  invented 
by  G.  Kelson,  with  the  Jackass,  as  given  nearlv 
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G.  Kelson's  Donkey. 
Tog'.— Silver  twist  and 
yellow  silk. 

Tail. — A  topping. 
Butt. — Black  herl. 
Body.  —  Donkey's  fur 
(now    silver  monkey's 
fur). 

Bibs. — Silver  tinsel. 
Hackle.  —  A  trans 


SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  29,  1908, 

^  OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 
Messrs.  S.  Allcock  a^o.'s  Show  in  London. 

Jos.25  26  !nd^27^^r  °°  a* 

yo.  ^o,      ana  zt,    Cecil  House  '       '^7  tt^iu 

Viaduct,  nearly  oppos_it^th/cTty  Temp?!.' 

ffr.  Geo.  M.  Kelson  Tr^^  the  "History"  of 
Salmon  Flies,  etc. 

M  i  L  T  n°P'^''  ^  ^^'^^  be  glad.  Mr 
idei;  S"  '^°'^P«1«  to  give  my 

;ely  justified.  ^  "''^'''''^^  ^-^e  or  are  not  abso-  ^ 
p^^W^^''^^^^^'^  Book,  "The  Salmon  Fly  " 

iltefeif in''"?!       .f""-  '•to  fake 


Throat. — Jay 


The"  Jackass. 
by  "  Ephemera  "  in  1850. 

Body.— Grey  donkey's 
fur  from  the  butt  of  the 
ear.  or  hedgehog's  fur  or 
grey  pig's  wool. 
Bibs. — Silver  tinsel. 
^0£?.— Gold  colour. 
Tail— A  few  sprigs  of 
mallard      and  golden 


Wings. —Mixed  fibres 
of  golden  pheasant  tail 


S53f 3 

ZTyiuoT^^IrJZT^^^^^^^^  or  blood 

mallard.  i\r  t>     mi.  . 

I     N.B.— The  dressing  of 

this  fly, 

as    given  in 
i  Jones  s  "Guide  to  Nor- 
j  way,"  is  even  nearer  to 
that  of  Mr.  G.  Kelson's 
than  the  above.) 


,    .    We  could  have  wished  that  Mr  Kelson  hurt 

I  fir  ?ake?r'^^/^^  '"^'^^^f  t?e  drefsTngs^Se 
gives.  Take  the  old  Tweed  favourite,  the  Tonnv 
Francis  has  manifestly,  in  this  case  as  in 
others,  gone  to  'Ephemera'  for  the  dresTing^ 
Ephemera,'  nearly  fifty  years  ?' 
standard  Tweed  fl,f  •  w  ■  ^°'  ^^^^  a 
old  Tweed  flr  .  J'^  F''*'''''^  ^^^^^  '  a  noted 
ftm^Tsalll  flrJ^'Mr\':r^"  --Pl-t 
ascribes,  the  Cy  to^L^^r^wSs'S 
says  ,t  IS  'a  general  Usk  pattern.'  'EpTemer? 
says  the  Dunkeld  and  other  r.attprn«  h^A  I 

deZbLg^'si-y  str''Sf°i  - 

accoraedi  this  fl^y',  ^Vi^^'^^^^J 
not  many  years  since,  killed  a  magnificent  faTmon 
caTlf  rth?r''  °'  'f'^'  P^'^^'j' •    Mr  KeZn 

irTwiSf^  ^^^^^'^eZ  It 
s|s:ai-fnMS^-sri^o$;^ 

I  Wh^LTridiT  To*''  '^^r^en  flies 'in  Norway 
Sci^  sS^in'l-r  .  Boof  •of^'f  T  •    .  ^--^ 
'  Candlestick'^MiLr  hat    '  This  is  a'fl^vtf'  ■  ttt' 
salmon  to  bed  with.    I  di4sed  ^  V-  ' 

some  years  since,  and  sent  Tt  to  ?f  %  "^^f" 
reported  favourab  y  of  it  to  me  •  sinl  .^'^'•.1^° 
done  useful  servicl '  Mi^SAT^SSslt'to 


w.'!i^^°"*  °^       patterns  described  in  this 

XbetTA;  against  them-neSy 

aa  being  the  inventions  of  the  author,  excent  a 
few,  such  as  Black  Dog,  Black  Dose.  Cock  Robin 
the  Donkey,  and  Wilkinson,  which  Mr.  K  says 

'  s^an^'rd^  fl',?'  "^"""f^  ^^"^^  ^11  dubbed 
th™      *     /'  ^'^nture  to  say  that 

ri^iZn^.u'"''^'^''''  """S^^^'  never  heard  of  the 
majority  of  these  patterns ;  and  that  without  this 
book  not  twenty  of  them  could  be  properly  dressed 
t.'ZsZtSS!'       amateur  Vtie?,  exJ^ 

of  the  Z-Jr  detains  desired,  the  iron  lids 

oraeLT:!^  T  T''  """^y  ^''"''■''^  ^o  see  its 
''I,«'^^J^^yi>ernstentjracticein  the  taciturnity  of 

"  In  this  Kelsonian  maxim— a  regular  '  eye- 
opener,' as  our  American  friends  say-Ve  beg  oiL 
readers  to  notice  three  words-na^ely,  '  truth^ 
levered,' and 'taciturnity.'  ' 
less  ""llrfuf^^r^^^i^^^^  *^at  we  should  doubt- . 
whL.  f  M-  K^l^on  had  some- 

where, m  his  new  book,  entitled,  'The  Salmon 
Fly    acknowledged  the  fact  that  nearly,  if  no^ 

methods  nf  *'%-'""'*'^^*'°°^  the'^difi-erent 
methods  of  casting  a  salmon  fly  he  gives  were 

Gafe'^iK  Pf"''"'^'  °^  expense,  in  the  J^^ng 
At  nrll  T  '  l"^""  '''^°'  ^'^^  *^eir  descriptions 
At  present  we  have  not  been  able  to  fi^d  the 
acknowledgment;  but  in  looking  for  it,  we  have 
found  some  other  things  which  it  is  due  to  the 
Fzshzng  Gazette-y,hich  first  made  Mr  Kelson 
oTSm^on'fir  *°.*''  angling  world  as  a  wtter 
^S^^^:^::^  th^fottinTt 

"Near  this  is  a  small  case  of  twenty  salmon  flies 
shown  by  Mr.  Geo.  Mortimer  Kelson.  Some  of  them 
are  real  beauties.  No.  11.  called  The  D^y  New? 
for  mstance,  is  a  pattern  'quiet '  fly;  No  2  GrZ 
gage,  18  good ;  so  are  Nos  12  and  4.  A  char^^^ 
mmiature.  by  Rolfe.  adorns  the  centre  oYt£ 

"  On  page  415  of  his  book  Mr.  Kelson  remarks  : 

whip"*'  ^®  ^t'^'  established  not  so  much  by 
what  men  say  as  by  what  they  prove.  Jn  th« 

first"tTed°V''''  "^^^  P^^-*  leve^  which  wS 
tirst  tried,  I  naanaged  to  get  with  it  no  fewer  than 

"  This  is  in  the  chapter  on  '  striking  '-a  well 
named  chapter,  for  it  is  'striking,'  as  wc  sha 
presently  show. 

''Previously  Mr.  Kelson  had  devoted  Chapter  VI 
of  his  book  to 'The  Winch,'  and  gives  full  parJicu 

fons  ^^itt^  illa- 
tions He  gives  four  pages  to  describmg  this 
wmch,  and  eight  lines  to  the  other  whiches 
mentioned  Of  these  latter,  one  is  Mr.  Malloch's 

bo'oT^S        :  '''^  ^ 

"  It  has  its  admirers,  bufj  do  not  know  of  it  from 
my  own  experience.  irom 

"  If  Mr.  Kelson  will  refer  to  the  Fishing  Gazette 
for  March  8,  1884,  he  will  find  he  thus,  in  pSt 
describes  Mr.  Malloch's  well-knoTO  reel : 

'Sn?°«r/p'.'^^?^  talking  of  salmon  winches,  the 
Sun  and  Planet'  is  the  best  ever  introduced 
Indeed  it  is  admitted  by  all  experienced  fishermen 
to  be  the  only  perfect  reel  in  the  trade.  Its  superior 
pomts  are.  etc.,  etc.  oupenor 

And  yet  writing  twelve  years  afterwards,  all  he 
can  say  is  that 

^'^^i.*^  admirers,  but  that  he  does  not  know 
of  It  from  his  own  personal  experience. 

"Sm-ely  everyone  who  read  Mr.  Kelson's  nraisp 
of  It  in  1884  concluded  that '  all  experienced  fisC 
men  included  the  man  who  was  thus  so  stroneh- 
recommendmg  it.  "^""S^.^ 

"Turning  from  this  chapter  where  his  'Patent 
Lever  Wmch'  is  described  to  the  chapter  on 
striking,  we  find  Mr.  Kelson  devotes  some  pa-es  to 
show  that  he  first  invented  the  plan  of  '  stdkins 
from  the  winch'  and  that  his  'Patent  Lever 
Wmch  was  made  for  him  by  Messrs.  Farlow  for 

this  r>nmr>eo      TTo  o.i,.^  u:„  .  . 


pedigree  of  ihTfl7  '  m.  Kdsrr^Zr.'"'^?.^  I         P'^^^^^"  savs  his  Wh  was  7;:r/rJr; 

name  '  Wright '  against  it  "'"^^  '^^^^^^  of  1882  (he  does  noT  sa^ wLrit 

was  patented). 
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"  Now  it  so  happens  that  on  July  1,  1882,  we 
said : 

"  All  fly  fishers  who"  use  hair  or  extra  fine  drawn 
lines  should  strike  from  the  winch ;  in  fact,  it  is  the 
best  plan  in  all  cases.  If  any  of  our  readers  would 
like  a  little  description  of  this  plan,  we  shall  be 
happy  to  give  it. 

"  In  the  Gazette  for  the  following  week  (July  8, 
1882)  we  wTote  an  article  entitled  '  Strike  from 
the  "Winch,"  from  which  we  give  this  extract : 

"  Many  of  our  readers  having  written  to  ask  for  a 
description  of  this  style  of  striking,  we  will  briefly 
describe  its  advantages.  The  winch  used  must  be 
one  with  a  gentle  check  action — we  much  prefer  the 
silent  check  action — being  unable  to  Bee  anything 
but  disadvantage  in  a  winch  which  makes  a  noise 

like  an  alarum  every  time  you  turn  it  

The  advantages  in  striking  fish  from  the  winch  are 
very  great.  The  instant  you  see  the  rise  you  strike, 
and  the  slight  check  on  the  winch  is  amply  sufficient 
to  send  the  hook  home,  etc. 

"  And  we  also  pointed  out  other  advantages  such 
as  that : 

"  If  the  line  is  grasped,  as  it  usua'ly  is,  between 
the  butt  and  the  hand,  and  you  get  hung  up  behind 
without  knowing  it,  you  run  the  risk  of  smashing 
it  or  the  rod,  but  by  striking  from  the  reel  you 
avoid  this,  as  the  line  runs  off  a  little. 

"  We  do  not  claim  to  have  invented  this  plan, 
but  we  can  safely  say  we  never  saw  it  described 
.before  we  described  it  in  the  Gazette,  July  8,  1882. 
In  the  Gazette  for  August  4,  1883,  we  described 
fully  how  it  was  we  came  to  adopt  the  plan  of 
'  striking  from  the  winch  '  (see  p.  381  of  the  vol. 
for  1883)  in  an  article,  entitled,  '  A  Few  Hints  in 
Fly-Fishing,'  by  R.  B.  Marston  : 

"  The  question  of  striking  is  a  very  important  one. 
Up  to  within  the  last  year  or  two  I  invariably  struck 
on  a  perfectly  tight  line — that  is  to  say,  on  a  line 
grasped  at  the  butt  with  the  hand;  but  when  fishing 
once  in  Cumberland,  on  the  Eden,  I  met  a  gentleman, 
a  most  successful  angler,  who  struck  his  fish  in  a  way 
new  to  me.  I  was  impressed  with  it,  because  I  rarely 
saw  him  miss  a  fish,  although  to  all  appearance  he 
struck  hard  enough  to  smash  his  rod.  I  found  that 
he  struck  from  the  winch;  and  ever  since  then  I 
have  adopted  the  same  plan,  and  I  find  it  infinitely 
preferable  to  the  old  one.  I  described  striking 
from  the  winch  in  the  Oazelte  some  time  ago.  ...  I 
shall  always  bless  the  day  when  I  met  that  angler 
on  the  Eden.  He  was  also  the  best  up-stream  worm 
fisher  for  trout  I  ever  came  across  (his  name  was 
Wilkinson).  The  grand  thing  is  to  get  your  winch 
right,  the  pull  must  not  be  too  hard  or  too  light ; 
but,  whether  vou  strike  from  the  winch  or  not, 
never  use  a  clicking  winch,  unless  you  are  so 
enamoured  of  '  the  music  of  the  reel '  as  to  consider 
it  compensates  for  letting  every  other  angler  within 
hearing  distance  of  you  know  exactly  where  you 
are,  etc. 

"  Mr.  Kelson's  reason  for  preferring  a  silent 
check  on  his  winch  is  an  extraordinary  one.  He 
says  : 

"  The  one  I  use  is  silent  and  without  the  usual 
ratchet,  or  'noisy  corncrake,'  which,  in  spite  of  its 
poetical  association-,  is  alike  useless  and  injurious. 
In  winding  up  line,  for  instance,  it  rouses  fish  by 
'  telephoning  '  to  them  in  a  series  of  maddening  jars, 
and  thus  serves  as  an  inducement  to  them  to  drop 
down  rapids,  and  even  weirs. 

"  While  he  was  about  it  he  might  have  said,  or 
even  drop  down  dead.  He  adds  that  with  his 
silent  winch, 

"  I  have  reeled  in  many  and  many  a  fish  close  to  my 
aide  in  the  wa'er  without  noticing  a  kick  or  a  struggle, 
thus  saving  much  time  when  time  is  precious. 

"  To  complete  the  story,  Mr.  Kelson  should  have 
added  that  each  of  these  salmon,  when  they  got 
up  to  his  side,  put  their  fins  to  their  noses,  and 
said,  '  Mr.  Kelson,  I  presume  ?  '  and  forthwith 
paddled  ashore.  We  have  repeatedly  said  this 
book  was  well  worth  the  money — and  so  it  is ;  is 
not  this  story  worth  a  guinea  ?  and  it  is  full  of 
them,  at  least  the  parts  we  have  read  are,  and  we 
have  not  half  finished  it  yet. 

"  Now,  salmon  anglers,  what  price  for  your  noisy 
check  reels  ?  Or  will  you  have  them  '  converted  ' 
into  Kelson  patent  levers,  warranted  quiet,  and  to 
kill  salmon  without  a  kick  or  a  struggle  ?  What  1 
you  want  sport  ?  Hang  it  all,  what  is  the  use  of 
five  hundred  pages  of  '  Science  '  in  large  type, 
which,  as  our  author  remarks  of  his  rod,  '  though 
costly,  is  not  dear '  ? 

"The  first  reference  we  can  find  Mr.  Kelson 
makes  to  what  he  in  the  coolest  manner  calls 


'  My   Method,'   is   in  the   Fishing    Gazette  for 
December  22,  1888,  p.  620,  where  he  says : 

"  In  striking  a  fish  off  the  reel  with  double  hooks, 
breaking  the  hold,  as  it  is  termed,  is  almost  an 
impossibility — a  common  occurrence  though,  when 
the  line  is  held  ....  The  reel  should  be  so 
arranged  as  to  prevent  over-running  with  the 
sharpest  jerk  of  the  line.  Salmon  reels  are  not  yet 
perfect,  but  nearly  so.  The  day  is  not  far  distant 
when  we  shall  find  a  great  improvement. 

"  April  12,  1894,  was  the  day. 
"  Having  seen  our  description  of  the  advantages 
of  striking  from  the  reel,  published  on  July  8, 
1882,  Mr.  Reuben  Heaton,  the  well  known  fishing 
reel  manufacturer,  of  Birmingham,  patented  a  reel 
which  he  called  '  Reuben  Heaton' s  patent  strike 
from  the  winch  reel,'  as  '  suggested  by  the  editor 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette.'  This  advertisement 
appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  April  5,  1884, 
probably  earlier;  Mr.  Heaton  may  know.  It 
described  the  reel  as  one  which 

"Can  be  adjusted  to  any  fisherman's  taste, 
prevents  rebounding  .  .  .  the  patent  is  applicable 
to  every  description  of  reel.  .  .  .  After  thirty-five 
years'  practical  experience  I  find  it  the  best  thing  I 
ever  invented. 

"  In  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  the  following  week, 
April  12,  1884,  appeared  a  letter  from  Mr.  Kelson, 
in  which  he  described  the  new  patent  lever  salmon 
winch,  as  made  by  Messrs.  Farlow,  and  the  ad- 
vantages of  '  striking  a  fish  off  the  reel.'  To  this 
letter  we  added  the  following  footnote  : 

"The  winch  is  indeed  an  excellent  one,  the  work- 
manship perfect.  The  same  result  in  a  diflterent 
but  equally  simple"  way  is  attained  in  the  excellent 
winch  patented  by  Mr.  Ruben  Heaton,  of  Birming- 
ham. 

"In  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  Aug.  23,  1884, 
appeared  a  letter  from  Mr.  Reuben  Heaton  about 
his  reel,  and  in  a  footnote  we  said : 

"In  response  to  our  suggestion  that  some  maker 
should  give  ua  a  good,  silent,  graduated  check  winch 
for  trout  and  grayling  fishing,  Mr.  Reuben  Heaton 
designed  the  admirable  winch  which  he  describes 
above. 

"  We  do  not  know  when  Mr.  Kelson's  reel  was 
patented.  The  patent  number  of  Mr.  Heaton's  is 
3250,  but  we  think  we  have  proved  that  more  than 
eighteen  months  before  Mr.  Kelson  described  his 
reel,  and  the  advantages  of  striking  from  the  reel, 
we  had  done  so  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  fully  and 
repeatedly.  As  Mr.  K.  justly  observes,  '  Truth,  be 
it  said,  is  established  not  so  much  by  what  men 
say,  as  by  what  they  prove.' 

"  Mr.  Kelson  may  say  he  had  not  seen  the  Fishing 
Gazette  in  1882.  Well,  if  he  looks  up  his  Field 
for  July,  1882,  he  will  find  a  letter,  entitled 
'  Remedy  for  too  Hard  Striking,'  signed  '  R.  B. 
Marston,'  which  begins  thus  : 

"  Noticing  Mr.  Francis  Francis's  remarks  upon 
too  hard  striking  in  fly  fishing,  I  thought  I  would 
send  you  a  little  account  of  what  I  consider  a  perfect 
remedy  for  this  fault,  which  nine  anglers  out  of  ten 
are  prone  to  ...  .  For  some  time  1  have  adopted 
the  plan  of  striking  from  the  winch — that  is  to  say, 
I  do  not  hold  the  line  at  all  in  the  hand.  Of  course, 
the  winch  used  must  be  a  check  winch.  I  prefer  a 
slight  silent  check,  which  will  prevent  a  fifteen  or 
twenty  fyard  cast  from  pulling  off  when  you  draw 
from  the  water  or  make  a  fresh  throw.  The  advan- 
tages of  striking  in  this  way  are,  etc.,  etc. 

"  See  also  Fishing  Gazette,  Aug.  19,  1892, 
p.  396.) 

"In  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  Sept.  20,  1884, 
p.  143,  we  published  a  letter,  sent  to  us  by  Mr. 
Kelson,  from  Major  Traherne,  entitled '  On  Striking 
a  Salmon,'  in  which  Major  Traherne  says  : 

"It  has  been  on  my  mind  to  write  an  article  in 
the  Gazette  on  striking  afish.  I  believe  you  (that  is, 
Mr.  Kelson)  and  I  differ  on  this  point ;  but  I  am  so 
convinced  that  striking  is  a  mistake,  that  I  should 
like  to  state  my  opinion.  Will  you  send  it  on  to 
Mr.  Marston  t  It  may  bring  the  matter  into  dis- 
cussion by  some  old  anglers,  etc. 

"On  pages  412  and  413  lof  his  book,'  The  Salmon 
Fly,'  Mr.  Kelson  quotes  part  of  Major  Traherne's 
letter,  without  mentioning  his  name,  and  adds, 
'  I  can  scarcely  keep  from  my  mind  the  idea  that 
the  writer,  in  this  instance,  was  joking,'  which  is 
not  very  complimentary  to  one.  of  the  best 
practical  salmon  anglers  who  ever  cast  a  fly,  and 
who  certainly  was  not  joking. 

"  After  quoting  other  anonymous!lopinions,  Mr. 
Kelson  says : — 
"  Then  the  editor,  himself  an  enthusiastic  fisher- 


man, takes  vip  the  cudgels,  and,  amongst  other 
matters,  of  my  method  gratuitously  remarked:  'It 
is  esL  infinite' y  better  plan  than  striking  with  the 
line  held  fast.  A  number  of  anglers  have  thanked 
us  for  suggesting  the  system.' 

"  The  editor  referred  to,  although  not  mentioned 
by  name,  is  the  editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
It  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Kelson  says  we  remarked, 
'  gratuitously,'  that  '  a  number  of  anglers  had 
thanked  us'iox  suggesting  the  system'  of  striking 
from  the  winch,  which  he  claims  as  '  my  method.' 

"  Mr.  Kelson  infers  that  we  appropriated  his 
method,  and  got  ourselves  thanked  for  it. 
Why,  as  we  have  proved  above,  we  published 
the  method  and  described  it  fully,  both  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  and  the  Field,  long  before  he 
had  published  a  word  about  it,  even  before,  on  his 
own  showing,  he  had  ever  used  it,  for  he  says,  on 
page  415,  his  'Patent  Lever  Winch'  was  'first 
tried  in  the  autumn  of  1882.' 

(When  was  it  patented,  Mr.  Kelson  ?  Surely 
you  can  find  out  I) 

"  We  were  careful,  when  first  describing  the 
method  of  '  striking  from  the  winch,'  or  '  off  the 
reel,'  in  the  F.  G.  for  July  8,  1882— fourteen  years 
ago — to  say  that  we  had  adopted  it  after  seeing 
how  successful  it  was  m  the  hands  of  a  very  clever 
angler  we  had  met  when  fishing  on  the  Eden  a 
year  or  two  before. 

"  Mr.  Kelson  says  his  object  is  '  purely  to 
instruct,  or  rather  to  convince  the  novice.'  Well, 
if  he  would  stick  to  the  facts  it  would  be  all  right, 
but  we  strongly  object  to  the  novice  being  educated 
on  Kelson's  misstatements  at  our  and  other 
anglers'  expense. 

"How  is  it  Mr.  Kelson,  in  his  list  of  300 
'standard'  salmon  flies,  including  about  seventy- 
of  his  own,  can  only  find  a  place  for  half  a  dozen 
by  Major  J.  P.  Traherne? 

"  How  is  it  that  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  for 
March  8,  1884,  he  says  that  the  Popham  was 
invented  on  the  banks  of  the  Tweed  by  the  late 
John  George  Children,  of  Halstead,  Kent,  and  in 
his  book,  published  in  1896,  he  says  it  was  invented 
by  F.  L.  Popliam  ?  It  makes  one  feel  very  doubt- 
ful as  to  whether  the  '  name  of  the  inventor,' 
which  he  says  he  has  placed  against  the  description 
of  each  fly,  is  in  other  cases  correct. 

"  Mr.  Kelson  says  it  is  interesting  to  trace  the 
history  of  the  '  tag.'    It  is. 

"Flies  of  a  century  ago  were  rarely,  if  ^ves^ 
adorned  with  it.  I  can  well  remember  that,  in  my 
earlier  days,  tags  were  invariably  made  with  orange, 
silk.  Suddenly,  however,  anglers  on  the  Usk  dis- 
covered that  scarlet  floss  was  an  improvement,  and 
in  other  places  the  fact  was  speedily  confirmed. 
Indeed,  I  myself  found  that  on  other  rive  s  salmon 
decidedly  prefer  scarlet  to  orange.  This  lucky 
discovery  led  to  my  introducing  into  use  several 
well-known  standard  flies :  Lady  d'Eresby,  with  a 
blue  tag ;  Strathspey,  with  a  violet  one ;  Night- 
shade, with  pink;  Captain  Walton,  with  cream; 
and  many  others. 

"  But  the  '  cream  '  is  sour,  Mr.  K.,  at  least,  it  is 
fifty  years  old.  You  have  only  to  turn  open 
'  Ephemera's '  capital  book,  and  you  find  he 
mentions  tags  of  all  colours :  '  black,'  '  gold 
colour,'  '  light  yellow  and  deep  orange,' 
'  brown,'  '  blue,'  '  dark  blue,'  '  red,'  '  red  and 
blue,'  '  orange  and  blue,'  '  blue  silk,'  '  orange 
red  and  blue  '  ('  all  of  them,'  says  '  Ephemera,' 
'  after  patterns  by  Mr.  Forrest,  of  Kelso ') ; 
also  '  crimson  fur,'  '  green  tag,'  '  dark  brown,' 
'  crimson  tag,'  '  red  and  black,'  '  blood  red,'  '  long 
blood-red  tag,'  '  amber  coloured  seal's  fur,'  '  fiery 
brown,'  etc. 

"  Mr.  K.  goes  on  : 

"In  this  new  field  (!)  of  speculation  I  was  soon 
followed  by  Wright,  of  Sprouston,  who  invented  a 
'  blue  tagged  '  fly  that  won  for  itself  local  honours 
and  many  admirers.  '  Farlow,'  '  Barnard,'  and 
others  soon  chimed  in. 

"What  about  Mr.  Forrest  and  others,  who  made 
flies  with  tags  of  all  colours  fifty  years  ago  ? 

Jones  gives  for  tags,  "  silver  twist  and  crimson 
silk,"  "  silver  twist  and  light  blue  silk,"  "  gold 
twist  and  blue  and  scarlet  silk,"  etc. 

Blacker  gives  "  puce,"  "  black,"  "  gold,"  "  silver 
and  orange,"  "blue,"  "orange,"  and  other  tags; 
so  does  Francis. 

"  Then  as  regards  the  '  tail '  of  the  salmon  fly. 
"  Mr.  K.  tells  the  novice,  '  It  used  to  be  the 
fashion  to  employ  nothing  but  golden  toppings.' 
Then  why  does  '  Ephemera '  give  for  tail^ 
•  a  mixture  of  red  ibis,  mallard,  and  cream  coloureil 
spotted  turkey ' ;   'a  small  topping  mixed  with 
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golden  pheasant  neck  feather,  ibis,  and  mallard  ' ; 
'  a  few  fibres  of  mallard  dyed  yellow  ' ;  '  red  mohair ' ; 
'  two  fibres  of  bustard  ' ;  '  orange  mohair ' ;  '  red 
\  mohair  ' ;  '  red  tail ' ;  '  mallard  and  golden  pheasant 
neck  feathers ' ;  '  fibres  of  golden  pheasant  neck 
feathers,  light  blue  macaw,  mallard,  and  green  and 
red  parrot  feathers  ' ;  '  a  few  fibres  of  blue  and  red 
macaw,  mallard,  blue  peacock,  and  golden  phea- 
sant breast  feathers';  'plain  brown  mallard'; 
'  small  topping  and  a  few  fibres  of  wood-duck  ?  ' 
For  Welsh  flies  he  gives  for  tail :  '  Red  macaw 
and  teal,'  '  tag  and  tail  red  worsted,'  '  short  red 
and  blue  macaw  feathers,'  '  blue  wool,'  '  widow's 
crest  feather,'  '  small  topping  and  jungle  cock,' 
'orange  or  yellow  macaw.'  Of  a  fly  dressed  with 
this  last  tail,  '  Ephemera  '  says  : 

"  This  is  a  famous  little  fly  in  low  clear  water.  I 
killed  last  year  (1848  probably*),  towards  the  end 
of  J uly,  in  the  Shin,  twenty-three  salmon  with  it ! 
I  should  have  kUled  more,  but  I  wished  to  keep  it 
as  a  memento  mori.  It  should  be  used  in  the  day- 
time, for  it  is  not  a  gaudy  fly,  and  suits  bright 
weather  and  bright  water. 

"  This,  as  one  example,  shows  the  last  generation 
of  salmon  anglers  did  not  always  think  fishing  in 
July  in  low  clear  water  and  bright  weather  was  so 
useless  as  Mr.  Kelson  says  they  did. 

"  Is  it  necessary  to  go  on  quoting  '  Ephemera's  ' 
tails  ?  '  Small  topping  and  sprigs  of  bustard  and 
guinea-hen ' ;  '  yellow  mohair  ' ;  'a  few  sprigs 
of  cock  of  the  rock ' ;  '  orange  mohair,  mixed 
with  golden  pheasant  neck,  and  teal  feathers ' ; 
'red  mohair,  mixed  with  a  few  fibres  of  scarlet 
ibis  ' ;  '  ditto,  with  a  sprig  of  blue  macaw.' 

"  After  this  we  think  Mr.  Kelson  may  tell  his 
tales  about  '  tails '  and  '  tags  '  and  '  truth  and 
the  taciturnity  of  time  '  to  the  '  novices.'  Salmon 
anglers  and  salmon  fly  dressers  won't  believe  them. 

"If  we  have  given  him  'the  truth  in  detail,' 
and  '  levered  open  the  u-on  '  lids  of  his  '  mind's  eye 
to  see  its  oracles,  by  persistent  practice  in  the 
taciturnity  of  Time  '  (that  is,  by  quoting  the  F.  G. 
and  a  few  old  authorities),  it  is  only  because  we 
think  all  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  agree 
with  Mr.  Kelson  that :  '  Truth  is  established,  not 
so  much  by  what  men  say,  as  by  wliat  they  prove,' 
and  by  giving,  as  we  have  done,  chapter  and  verse 
for  it." 

More  Recent  Reflections  on 
Mr.  Kelson's  Book. 
Out  of  the  300  standard  salmon  flies  given  in 
Mr.  Kelson's  book,  the  following  is  a  list  of  those 
called  "  standard  "  or  "special  standards,"  which 
Mr.  Geo.  M.  Kelson  claims  to  have  invented,  with 
one  or  two  said  to  have  been  invented  by  his 
father :  — ■ 

Abinger,  Autumn  Creeper,  Black  Dog,  Black 
Dose,  Black  Jay,  Bo-peep,  Bonne  Bouche,  Butter- 
scotch, Captain,  Captain  Walton,  Champion,  Claret 
Brown,  Cock  Robin,  Dew  Drop,  Dirty  Orange, 
Donkey,  Duke,  Efsie,  Excelsior,  Fairy  King, 
Fairy  Queen,  Fenian,  Flood-tide,  Gallantine, 
Gallinipper,  Glow-worm,  Golden  Drop,  Green 
Queen,  Heather  Dog,  Hempseed,  Highland  Gem, 
Hop  Dog,  Ike  Dean,  Jonah,  Jungle  Hornet,  King 
Alfred,  Kitty,  Lady  Bell,  Lady  d'Eresby,  Little 
Inky  Boy,  Little  Kelly,  Lord  Henry,  Mandarin 
Drake,  Moray  Doone,  My  Queen,  Nightshade, 
Pearl,  Pempergwm  Pet,  Prince's  Mixture,  Purple 
Emperor,  Queen  of  Spring,  Quilled  Eagle,  Ray- 
mead,  Red  Drake,  Ringlet,  Rival,  Roy  Neal,  Silver 
Ardea,  Silver  Spectre,  Skirmisher,  Spring  Goat, 
Strathspey,  Sweetmeat,  Tippet  Grub,  Una,  Varie- 
gated Sun-fly,  Wasp  grub,  Wilkinson,  Wye  Grub. 

Now,  out  of  this  list  of  over  seventy  salmon 
flies,  which  can  fairly  claim  to  be  considered 
standard  patterns  ?  I  think  most  salmon  anglers 
on  all  rivers,  except,  perhaps,  the  Usk,  would  say 
Black  Dog,  Black  Dose,  Bonne  Bouche,  and  the 
Wilkinson.  Mr.  Kelson  says  his  father  invented 
the  "Black  Dog"  about  1846.  It  is  at  least 
curious  if  he  did  that ;  when  the  late  Mr.  Paton,  of 
Perth,  who  was  born  in  1819,  gave  the  dressing  to 
the  late  Mr.  Francis  Francis,  he  referred  to  it  as 
one  of  the  old  standard  flies  since  the  memory  of 
the  oldest  inhabitant. 

I  have  somewhere  got  the  history  of  the  Black 
Dog,  but  cannot  find  it ;  anyway,  it  goes  back  long 
before  1846.  Stoddart  in  1847  already  gives  it  as 
a  standard.  (Since  this  was  written  I  find  it  was 


in  1821.  See  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch's  letter  in  Fishing 
Gazette  this  week. — B.  B.  M.) 

So  much  for  the  Black  Dog.  Now  I  see  Mr. 
Kelson  in  his  letter  to  the  Fishing  Gazette 
(Feb.  22,  1908)  says  :— 

"  My  father  invented  a  fly  called  the  Black  Dog 
in  about  1846.  Whether  the  fly  is  the  same  as  the 
'  famous  Tay  pattern '  or  not  I  cannot  say,  not 
knowing  the  dressing  of  the  one  you  mention." 

Fancy  Mr.  ^Kelson  pretending  not  to  know  the 
"  famous  Tay  pattern "  I  Here  is  the  dressing. 
Mr.  Francis  Francis  says : — "  Mr.  Paton,  of  Perth, 
who  is  the  highest  authority  on  such  matters, 
remarks  in  his  letter:to  me  :  '  Even  the  very  wasps 
and  Black  Dog,  old  standard  flies  since  the  memory 
of  the  oldest  inhabitant,  now  no  longer  tak'  their 
auld  cloaks  about  them.'  " 

The  Black  Dog. 


Dressing  as  given  by 
Mr.  Kelson : — 

Tag. — Silver  twist  and 
canary  silk. 

Tail. — A  topping  and 
ibia. 

Butt.  —  Black  ostrich 
herl. 

Body.  —  Black  silk 
ribbed  with  yellow  silk 
and  silver  tinsel  oval 
running  on  each  side  of 
it;  black  heron  hackle 
from  third  fall  of  rib. 

Wing.  ■ —  Two  red  - 
orange  hackles  (back  to 
back)  enveloped  by  two 
jungle,  unbarred  summer 
duck,  light  bustard,  Am- 
herst ■  pheasant,  swan 
dyed  scarlet  and  yellow, 
and  two  toppings. 


*  "  '  Ephemera  '  inscribed  his  book  to  the  Duke 
of  Sutherland,  who  in  a  letter  dated  Dunrobin, 
Oct.  6,  1849,  accepted  the  dedication. — Ed.  F.  G. 


Dressing  as  given  by 
the  late  Mr.  Paton,  of 
Perth,  to  Mr.  Francis 
Francis  : — 

Tag. — Silver  tinsel. 

Tail. — A  topping. 

Butt.  —  Black  ostrich 
herl. 

Body.  —  Black  silk, 
ribbed  with  silver  -  red 
silk  and  gold  tinsel  side 
by  side ;  a  black  hackle 
all  the  way  up,  and  at 
shoulder  a  very  long- 
fibred  claret  hackle.  (I 
should  think,  says 
Francis,  it  must  be  a 
blue  heron's  dyed.) 

Wing. — -The  wing  is  a 
mixed  wing,  with  under- 
wing  of  golden  pheasant 
ruff  with  slices  of  wood 
duck  over,  and  over  that 
mixed  fibres  of  golden 
pheasant  tail,  bustard, 
swan  dyed  claret,  yellow, 
and  orange,  speckled 
peacock  and  some  pea- 
cock herls,  blue  and  red 
macaw,  with  one  big 
topping  over  all. 

Head. — Black. 

Mr.  Kelson  adds:  "An  old  standard  of  my 
father's,  and  a  useful  high  water  fly ;  very  good 
on  the  Spey,  Wye,  etc."  li;  is  very  curious,  this 
striking  family  likeness. 

Of  the  Black  Dose,  |Mr.  Kelson  says,  "  It  is 
cne  of  the  original  standards,  inven  ed  and  intro- 
duced into  use  by  Bernard  for  my  father." 

The  Bonne  Bouche. — Mr.  Geo.  M.  Kelson 
claims  to  have  invented  this  salmon  fly,  and  gives 
a  dressing  which,  allowing  for  modern  improve- 
ments, is  essentially  the  same  as  that  given  as  a 
standard  salmon  fly  for  Norway,  by  Jones,  in  1848, 
with  a  fine  hand-coloured  illustration. 

The  Donkey,  of  G.  Kelson,  has  also  'a  strong 
family  resemblance  to  the  Jackass  of  Jones'  book. 

The  Wilkinson. — Mr.  G.  M.  Kelson  says  :  "  This 
is  one  of  my  father's  earliest  j)atterns,  and  is 
patronised  on  most  rivers."  The  dressing  of  the 
Wilkinson  has  been  published  often,  long  before 
Mr.  Kelson  gave  it,  and  I  think  he  is  quite  mis- 
taken in  claiming  it  as  invented  by  his  father ;  it 
is  a  celebrated  fly  and  general  standard.  The  late 
Mr.  W.  Henderson,  author  of  "  My  Life  as  an 
Angler,"  says  that  the  "  Wilkinson  "  salmon  fly 
was  invented  by  Mr.  P.  S.  Wilkinson,  a  Tweed 
angler,  who  leased  the  Wark  fishings  on  Tweed 
with  Mr.  Henderson  in  the  early  fifties.  Mr. 
Wilkinson  tied  his  own  flies,  and  in  one  season 
killed  114  fish,  weighing  17621b,,  in  nineteen  days. 

I  have  never  gone  carefully  into  the  history  of 
all  the  flies  as  given  by  Mr.  Kelson,  but  I  am  sure 
he  is  wrong  in  ascribing  Thunder  and  Lightning 
to  Wright,  also  The  Diurham  Ranger.  Mr. 
Henderson,  in  his  "  My  Life  as  an  Angler,"  says 
The  Durham  Ranger  was  invented  by  a  Mr. 
Scruton. 

In  all  my  notices  of  Mr.  Kelson's  book  I  have 
spoken  well  of  it,  and  have  only  criticised  when  I 
had  a  good  right  to  do  so — the  book  was  sent  to 
me  to  notice,  and  though  Mr.  Kelson  now  afiects 
to  sneer  at  my  criticism,  in  not  one  single  instance 
has  he  refuted  it. 

In  his  book,  "  written  "  pvurely  to  instruct,  or, 
rather,  to  convince  the  novice,  "he  claimed  to  be 
the  '  pioneer  of  the  method '  of  making  salmon 
flies  with  mixed  wings  "  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 


last  week,  and  recently  he  explains  that  all  he 
claimed  was  a  diSerent  method  of  putting  together 
the  different  feathers  used  in  a  wing ;  but  he  did 
not  say  that  in  his  book,  and  how  was  a  novice  to 
know  ?  He  now  (February,  1908)  claims  his  system 
is  in  use  everywhere,  "  except,  perhaps,  on  the 
Tay  and  the  Shannon."  I  doubt  whether  any 
of  the  professional  fly-makers  use  Mr.  Kelson's 
method.    Life  is  too  short  for  it. 


"  Forty  Miles  of  A  i  Trout  and  Grayling  Fishing 
in  Germany." 

In  turning  out  some  papers  the  other  day  I  came 
across  my  manuscript  of  a  note  about  the  Bad 
Boll  fishery  on  the  Wutach  which  I  gave  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  17,  1892.  It  was  from 
an  old  friend,  the  late  Sir  Rose  Price,  Bart.,  and  I 
think  was  the  first  about  the  fishery  published 
in  this  country. 

"  This  is  a  heading  which  will  cause  many  an 
incredulous  shrug  of  the"  shoulders,  and  yet  the 
particulars  of  it  come  from  Sir  Rose  Price,  Bart., 
who  has  fished  pretty  well  all  over  the  world,  and 
is  well  known  both  as  a  soldier  and  author.  We 
have  his  permission  to  publish  his  letter,  and 
gladly  do  so,  and  advise  our  readers  who  go  in  for 
fly-fishing  for  trout  and  grayling  to  make  a  note 
of  it. 

"Bad  Boll,  Bonndort  Baden,  Germany. 
"  August  30,  1892. 
"  Dear  Maeston, — This  is  a  capital  place,  quite 
out  of  the  beaten  track,  with  A 1  trout  and  grayling 
fishing — strictly  preserved.  At  present  I  am  the 
only  person  taking  advantage  of  it,  and  have  about 
forty  miles  to  my  own  rod.  The  bags  don't  quite 
come  up  to  those  I  made  in  Anticosti,  but  I  fancy 
there  are  few  places  on  the  Continent  where  you 
could  do  much  better.  As  the  place  is  worth 
knowing,  I  send  printed  particulars.  —  Yours 
sincerely,  "  Rose  Price." 

The  following  are  the  rules  regulating  the 
fishery  : — 

"  (1)  Every  fisherman  must  be  provided  with  an 
ofiicial  licence  (fischer-harte) — must  always  have 
both  it  and  this  card  with  him  when  fishing,  and 
show  them  on  request  of  authorised  persons. 

(2)  This  ticket  is  not  transferable. 

(8)  Only  the  artificial  fly  may  be  used. 

(4)  Fishing  season  :  trout,  March  1  to  Sept.  15  ; 
grayling,  Jime  15  to  March  1. 

(5)  All  trout  under  25cm.  (Sin.)  and  grayling 
under  30cm.  (12in.),  and  all  fish  caught  out  of 
season,  to  be  at  once  carefully  returned  to  the 
water. 

(6)  Fish  must  be  shown  on  the  request  of 
authorised  persons. 

(7)  No  fishing  between  8  p.m.  and  6  a.m. 

(8)  Fish  may  not  be  sold. 

(9)  Any  breach  of  the  above  rules  involves  loss 
of  the  ticket  and  the  sum  paid  for  it. 

"  I  acknowledge  the  above  rules  to  be  binding 
on  me. 

"  Price  of  tickets :  three  days,  6s. ;  one  week, 
10s. ;  one  month,  25s.  They  are  issued  by  the 
Bathry." 

I  expect  the  rules  and  prices  have  been  altered 
since  1892. 

By  one  of  those  curious  coincidences  which,  as 
Lord  Dundreary  said,  "no  fellow  can  understand," 
directly  after  finding  this  old  manuscript  about 
forty  miles  of  trout  -  fishing  in  Germany,  I  got 
a  letter  about  forty  mUes  of  trout  -  fishing  in 
England,  from  which  I  give  a  few  particulars. 
Personally,  supposing  the  sport  were  equal, 
should  much  prefer  the  Enghsh  fishing — simply 
because  it  is  English. 

"Forty  Miles  of  Teout  Water  in  England 
OPEN  to  5s.  Weekly  'Iicket  Holders,  or 
a  Guinea  for  the  Season." 

My  correspondent,  who  has  gone  to  live  near 
Hawes  on  the  Yore  in  Yorkshire,  says  :  — 

"  You  will  perhaps  remember  last  autumn  I  wrote 
to  ask  your  opinion  on  a  good  locality  for  trout  and 
grayling  fishing,  and  you  were  kind  enough  to 
recommend  Hungerford,  but  ha^•ing  friends  in 
Yorkshire  and  this  place  mentioned  as  ILkelv,  we 
came  here,  and  are  very  taken  with  the  chances 
and  facilities  for  sport.  I  have  had  some  good  fun 
with  the  grayling,  and  am  looking  forward  to 
March  16,  when  our  season  opens  for  trout.  We 
have  nearly  forty  miles  of  good  trout  water  with  our 
association,  which  has  turned  down  quite  recentlv 
750  brown  trout.    The  charges  are  very  nominal-^ 
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5s.  per  week,  or  21s.  the  season.  We  have  a  really 
comfortable  fishing  box  here  ;  it  is  in  the  famed 
Wensley  Dale,  and  1000  feet  above  sea  level- 
wonderfully  fine  scenery  all  about.  We  have  no 
family,  and  possess  a  nice  cutter-yacht  on  the 
broads,  where  we  intend  to  spend  the  summer.  If 
you  have  any  inquiries  for  good  trout  fishing 
quarters,  I  wish  you  would  send  inquirer  my 
address,  as  we  shall  let  our  house  whilst  away, 
and  also  take  anyone  we  approve  with  us  on  our 
yachting  holiday,  either  two  gentlemen  or,  prefer 
ably,  lady  and  gentleman,  on  easy  mutual  terms. 
Trusting  you  are  very  well,  and  also  that  you  will 
defer  your  reply  until  something  you  may  think 
likely  comes  under  notice,  and  thanking  you  in 
anticipation." 

The  difiiculty  is  to  remember  details  when  an 
inquirer  tiurns  up.  I  would  always  rather  send  on 
letters  fi-om  people  interested,  only  they  should 
mention  which  page  of  Fishing  Gazette  they 
refer  to. 


A  Reported  Brace  of  Pike  over  5olb.  each. 

A  correspondent,  who  is  a  keen  pike  angler  and 
has  had  many  big  fellows,  sends  me  a  sheet  of 
testimonials  sent  out  by  an  Irish  firm  of  fishing- 
tackle  makers,  Messrs.  White  Brothers,  of  Omagh. 
Since  I  first  went  to  Ireland,  about  twenty-five 
years  ago,  I  have  offered  a  reward  for  a  genuine 
pike  of  501b.  or  over,  and  I  have  seen  nothing  over 
371b.,  a  splendid  fish  sent  to  me  from  Athlone, 
which  weighed  371b.  in  London  some  days  after  it 
was  caught. 

But  according  to  the  following  testimonials,  here 
are  two  members  of  the  Koyal  Irish  Constabulary 
expressing  their  great  thanks  for  rods  and  tackle 
which  enabled  one,  Mr.  Thomas  Kenny,  to  kill  f 
521b.  pike  with  great  ease,  and  another,  Mr.  P.  J 
O'Coimor,  to  kill  one  of  531b. 

Here  are  the  testimonials,  and  no  blarney  at  all 
— I  mean  no  dates  : — 

"  Eoyal  Irish  Constabulary,  ■ 

"  Belcoo,  CO.  Fermanagh. 
"  Gentlemen,— The  16ft.  greenheart  trout  rod 
which  I  purchased  from  you  has  given  me  entire 
satisfaction,  and  doubly  so  now,  as  I  have  caught  a 
pike  with  it  weighing  521b.,-  4ft.  Sin.  long,  with 
a  girth  of  2ft.  9in.    On  no  rod  could  there  have 
been  a  greater  strain,  but  the  superior  quality  of  it 
stood  my  friend,  and  I  landed  my  fish  with  great 
ease.— Yours  respectfully,        "  Thomas  Kenny. 
"  Messrs.  White  Brothers, 
"  Omagh,  CO.  Tyrone." 

"  Royal  Irish  Constabulary, 
"  Knocki-icar,  Boyle,  co.  Roscommon. 
"  Gentlemen, — I  have  great  pleasure  in  testifying 
to  the  excellence  of  your  fishing-tackle.  The  pike- 
baits  I  purchased  from  you  have  done  marvellous 
execution  in  this  locality,  especially  your '  Kill -Devil 
Minnow,'  which  has  killed  a  pike  on  Lough  Key 
weighing  531b.,  the  largest  ever  known  to  be  cap- 
tured in  that  country.  I  owe  the  capture  in  general 
to  the  combined  workmanship  executed  on  bait, 
and  strongly  recommend  my  angling  comrades  and 
followers  of  the  gentle  Izaak  to  give  you  a  trial 
before  purchasing  elsewhere. — Yours  fq,ithfully, 

"  P.  J.  O'Connor." 
A  51in.  salmon  should  weigh  about  561b.  I 
have  no  genuine  records  of  pike  over  401b.,  and  so 
do  not  know  what  they  should  weigh  as  compared 
with  their  length. 


The  Trent  Ruined  as  a  Salmon  River. 

The  following  letter  from  Sir  Francis  Ley  is  in 
answer  to  one  of  mine  about  salmon  fishing  in  the 
Trent  :— 

"  Dear  Mr.  Maeston, — In  reply  to  -yours  of 
Feb.  14,  I  never  heard  of  any  Trent  salmon  being 
killed  on  the  fly,  in  fact,  at  the  present  time  Trent 
salmon  appear  as  extinct  as  the  dodo,  due,  it  )s 
stated,  to  the  pollution  of  the  Trent  somewhere 
labout  Gainsborough.  They  state  (whether  it  is 
true  or  not  I  cannot  say)  that  the  river  is  greatly 
polluted  by  some  extensive  chemical  works  upon 
it,  and  possibly  also  the  Humber  itself  must  be  in 
a  very  polluted  condition  about  Hull.  At  any  rate, 
the  salmon  do  not  now  ascend  the  river  as  in  the 
past,  and  it  is  some  years  since  one  was  killed.  Per- 
sonally, if  the  river  was  not  polluted  and  the  fish 
got  access  to  it,  I  think  that  they  would  be  killed  on 
the  fly,  especially  in  the  higher  reaches  of  the  river 
above  Nottingham,  where  there  are  numbers  of 
lovely  streams.  "  Francis  Ley. 

P.S. — When  there  were  so  many  salmon  killed 


in  the  Trent  about  1884  to  1886,  the  fishermen 
were  chiefly  tradesmen  and  working  men,  who 
fished  the  parts  where  there  were  suitable  streams. 
In  the  part  belonging  to  me  I  had  only  one  salmon 
stream,  and  it  was  a  very  heavy  barbel  stream,  and 
could  not  have  been  fished  with  the  fly  from  my 
side  of  the  river,  and  as  I  used  to  get  a  few  salmon 
each  spring  out  of  it  with  the  Devon  minnow,  I 
used  the  bait  suitable  for  the  pool." 

Numerous  complaints  have  been  made  of  the 
pollution  of  the  Trent  by  factories  and  chemical 
works,  but  in  the  meantime  the  salmon  have 
become  extinct. 


A  2olb.  Pike  Caught  near  London. 

On  Feb.  21,  Mr.  W.  E.  Champion,  fishihg  in  the 
Walthamstow  Reservoirs,  which  are  only  five  or 
six  miles  from  London,  caught  a  pike  which 
weighed  exactly  201b.  two  hours  after  capture.  It 
is  described  as  a  beautifully -marked,  well-shaped 
female  fish — the  largest  that  has  been  taken  from 
these  waters  for  some  time.    Length,  40  inches. 

R.  B.  Marston, 


WINTEE  SALMON  FISHING. 
By  Philip  Geen. 


While  there  are  hundreds  of  anglers  who  gladly 
avail  themselves  of  the  first  opportunity  the  year 
offers  to  capture  a  winter  salmon,  there  are 
thousands  of  others  who,  keen  sportsmen  though 
they  may  be,  allow  their  imaginations  to  draw 
such  pictures  of  discomfort  attending  those  who 
venture  to  wade  or  tread  the  banks  of  Scotland's 
rivers  in  January  or  February  that  they  are  led  to 
prefer  London's  fogs  and  its  many  menaces  to 
health  rather  than  go  northwards  for  the  grandest 
sport  anglers  can  ever  know.  Some  there  may  be 
who,  finding  the  early  part  of  the  year  a  busy  time, 
cheat  their  inclination  with  these  unfaithful 
pictures  and  turn  their  desire  to  steal  away  into 
"I  really  could  not  go,"  while  others,  having  no 
more  pressing  ties  than  love  of  their  own  armchair 
and  fireside,  plead  their  fears  of  rheumatism,  gout 
and  ague. 

The  terrors  of  Scotland's  climate  are  flimsy 
bogies.  For  over  thirty  years,  wi^^^hout  a  break, 
I  have  gone  there  for  the  opening  day,  and  never 
once  have  I  felt  a  blast  that  a  quickened  movement 
of  my  legs  when  walking  or  more  "  go  "  in  my 
casting  did  not  counteract.  I  have  just  returned 
from  there,  bringing  with  me  a  buttonhole  of 
daisies  to  show  to  a  robust  summer  fishing  friend 
of  mine  who  shivered  for  answer  when  I  asked 
him  to  go  with  me.  I  caught  my  fair  share  of 
fish,  and,  what  is  of  more  importance,  gained  such 
store  of  cheerfulness  that  I  am  able,  with  a  really 
fair  show  of  patience,  to  bear  with  the  tiresomeness 
of  the  business  that  recalled  me.  Yes !  I  should 
have  been  really  patient  had  it  not  been  for  that 
telegram.  A  dear  old  friend  is  calling,  "Come 
back  at  one?.  River  in  grand  ply,  and  a  number 
of  fish  coming  up."  So  I  am  hurrying  through 
what  has  brought  me  bick  that  I  may  be  ofl'  again 
to  where  the  air  is  pure  and  dry. 

My  fish,  so  far,  do  not  compare  well  in  numbers 
with  the  captures  of  some  other  years,  but  I  am 
hoping  to  make  up  the  deficiency  when  I  get  back. 
I  shall  soon  forget  the  long  blank  intervals  when 
the  falling  river  took  from  the  fish  all  thought  of 
movement,  and  how  I  waited  for  the  spell  of 
south-west  winds  that  should  bring  rain,  or,  at 
any  rate,  with  their  warm  breath  melt  the  snows 
upon  the  hills  and  give  the  river  that  lively  run 
which  means  sport  for  everyone.  Waiting  is  not 
so  awfully  tiresome  as  some  may  think,  for  the 
glories  of  a  Scottish  glen  are  as  much  in  evidence 
in  winter  as  at  any  other  season,  and  its  voices  are 
just  as  sweet  if  we  only  tune  ourselves  to  look  and 
listen ;  while,  for  those  who  are  sportsmen  only, 
what  more  glorious  sight  can  they  desire  than  the 
joy  of  leaping  fish  as  they  enter  a  favourite  pool  ? 

The  opening  days  on  our  salmon  rivers  vary  so 
much  in  date  that  there  are  numerous  opportuni- 
ties of  gratifying  the  desire  to  be  one  of  the  first  to 
ofier  a  lure  to  new-comers  from  the  sea.  Indeed, 
it  may  be  claimed  that  salmon  fishers  are  favoured 
above  all  other  sportsmen,  for  they  may  pursue 
their  hobby  from  Jan.  11  (when  the  Halladale, 
Strathy,  Naver,  Borgie  and  Helmsdale  rivers  open) 
until  the  year  is  so  far  spent  that  there  remains 
only  sufficient  tinie  to  tell  pf  their  successes,  eat 


their  Christmas  pudding  and  pay  their  Christmas 
bills,  before  it  is  Jan.  11  again,  and  they  can  start 
afresh. 

On  Jan.  15  the  Tay,  some  of  its  tributaries,  and 
Loch  Tay  are  open  to  the  lovers  of  these  the  best 
of  all  our  spring  salmon  waters.  The  fishings  of 
the  main  river  have  become  somewhat  costly  but 
none  the  less  each  stretch  has  its  fishers  each 
successive  opening  day.  A  few  years  since  a  boat 
for  the  first  week's  fishing  on  Loch  Tay  was  a 
prize  much  coveted,  for  then,  although  the  cost 
was  heavy,  sport  was  so  sure  that  it  was  a  common 
saying,  "  Whatever  your  luck  elsewhere,  you  are 
sure  of  a  fish  in  Loch  Tay."  My  best  day  there 
gave  me  four  large  fish,  one  of  which  weighed 
401b.  The  charge  now  is  £1  per  fish,  and,  as  they 
average  nearly  201b.,  it  cannot  but  be  considered 
reasonable. 

The  8.50  p.m.  from  Euston  will  get  you  to  Killin 
Station  by  10  a.m.  next  morning,  within  a  few 
steps  of  the  hotel,  and  quite  close  to  the  best 
portions  of  the  loch  ;  and,  at  the  pier,  a  steamboat 
will  be  waiting  for  those  going  to  the  Fearnan, 
Ben  Lawers,  Ardeonaig  or  Kenmore  beats. 

February  11  is  a  date  of  great  importance  to  the 
angler  of  moderate  means,  for  then,  in  addition  to 
the  rivers  Beauly,  Dunbeath,  Lossie,  Spey  and 
Ness,  Loch  Ness  is  open,  where  the  charges  are  but 
nominal.  This  loch  is  one  of  a  series  that  stretches 
south-westward  across  the  country  from  the  Moray 
Firth  towards  the  Sound  of  Mull,  and  is  twenty- 
four  miles  in  length,  and  from  one  to  two  miles  in 
breadth.  Its  waters  are  deep,  warm,  and  full  of 
fish,  as  may  be  gathered  from  the  doings  of  a 
friend  of  mine,  Mr.  H.  W.  Macpherson,  who  has 
been  a  persistent  fisher  there  since  my  writings  of 
this  fishing  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  May  2  and 
9,  1903.  Last  season  he  got  fifty -nine  fish, 
his  best  one-day  take  being  four  fish— 241b.,  211b., 
201b.,  and  111b.  With  the  weakness  of  those  who 
love  to  say,  "  I  told  you  so,"  I  am  pleased  that  the 
loch  has  realised  my  prophecy  and  improved 
until  it  has  become  our  cheapest  and  grandest 
fishing.  No  small  credit  for  this  is  due  to  the 
"Loch  Ness  Angling  Improvement  Association," 
which  since  its  formation,  four  years  since,  has 
done  a  good  work  that  is  bringing  a  reward  that 
must  be  most  gratifying.  Four  hundred  and  twelve 
fish  is  a  grand  total,  but  I,  for  one,  expect  a  season 
that  will  give  a  yield  of  twice  that  number. 

Those  leaving  Euston  by  the  11.50  a.m.  will 
reach  Inverness  in  time  for  the  loch  steamer  which 
will  land  them  at  Glen  Urquhart,  Invermoriston, 
Foyers,  or  Fort  Augustus,  at  either  of  which  places 
there  are  good  boats  and  clever  fishermen.  I  am, 
unfortunately,  a  wee  bit  too  old  to  sit  in  a  boat 
through  a  winter's  day,  but  I  can,  with  the 
circulation  that  movement  gives,  tread  the  banks 
or  wade  the  waters  of  the  river  that  tumbles  down 
Glen  Lyon  to  join  the  Tay,  about  a  mile  below 
Taymouth  Castle,  with  a  joy  that  gives  forgetful- 
ness  of  age. 


AMEEICAN  NOTES. 

{Continued  from  page  130.) 
American  Angler  in  England. 

I  presume  that  aniAmerican  tourist  making  a 
short  stay  in  England  during  the  spring  or  early 
summer  months,  and  wishful  to  witness  a  little 
first-rate  dry-fly  work  on  a  chalk  stream,  could  not 
do  better  than  pay  a  visit  of  a  few  days  at  Win- 
chester on  the  Itchen.  Scotland  is  attractive  to 
many,  but  there  are  others  who  would  be  glad  to 
see  a  past-master  of  the  dry-fly  at  work  in  the 
South  of  England,  even  if  unable  to  wet  a  line  on 
their  own  account."" 

My  query,  months  ago,  in  regard  to  the  floating 
gut  line,  or  casting  line,  brought  out  a  few  replies 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  but  there  seemed  to  be 
some  difiefence  of  opinion.  If  a  floating  casting 
line  sometimes  puts  the  trout  down  on  water  that 
has  been  little  fished  with  dry-fly,  I  should  think 
it  would  be  a  serious  handicap  on  a  chalk  stream 
where  the  trout  were  very  shy.  My  observations 
were  made  on  pools  having  a  gentle  current,  and 
when  there  was  little  air  stirring.  Fine  Refina 
gut  was  used.  Would  fine  drawn  have  helped 
matters?  I  have  it  down  to  xxxx,  and  what  is 
called  "  cobweb  "  gut.  Where  there  was  enough 
ripple  on  the  water  to  hide  the  connecting  links 

*  I  would  do  my  best  to  get  any  friend  of  Mr.  G.'s 
a  chance  to  try  our  dry-fly  fishing,  as  well  as  to  see 
it  done.— R.  B.  M. 


Febrtjary  29,  1908 
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^Dccess  with  the  trout.  They  were  rising  fairly 
=i\Tav:if^^^^^  «^ 

^°r^f  f/^^^SE"       SOME  OF  THE  WESTERN  StATES. 

thJ  .  *^«^^°ess  of  the  gut  used  in-  some  parts  of 
the  country  is  remarkable,  and  in  early  spring 

na,^ro,f'  K^'S^^  are  not^very 

fo  ^  f^^'l^^'^tif^llytied  flies  were  sent 

last  season  from  a  Western  State.  The 

^t  might  have  brought  a  large  salmon  to  gaff. 
On  makmg  mquiries  as  to  the  reason  for  thi!  f 
retio?.'':^'^*^^'*'^*^^  ^h*^'  "^^Slers  in  that 
fishermt  ."f'^*        *u  ^^^^^  ^^1^-  Native 

£         K  ^^^^y       ^^-i  "oa'^se  flies,  and 

ims  18  probably  one  reason  why  many  of  them  &ive 
over  anglmg  quite  early  in  the  season.  ^ 
rr^off  ^  5"°"?tam  river,  where  it  may  be  a  difficult 
matter  to  foUow  one's  fish  down  stream,  drawn  gut 

of  ot  bes'Tsr"' 

The  Modern  Light  Fly  Eod  more  Powerful 

THAN  THE  OlD  Onb. 

th^n  tb'^^niT  ^'^5*  ^  "^^^^  powerful  weapon 

than  the  old  wood  rod  of  seven  or  eight  ounces. 

feet  Z'Z'^'  ^bout  twelv^ 

l!,n;«f  f  "^l^^.  P^^*b'«-  There  was  little 
hnf  H,.    ^  m  the  tackle  from  a  hard  strike, 

but  they  were  rather  easily  broken  by  a  hang  ud 
behmd.  A  split  bamboo  of  best  quality  of  s!ven 
ounces  or  more  is  now  an  immensel/ powerfu° 
tool  and  requn:es  a  heavy  line  to  bring  it  out.  If 
se«V  hf  ^  ^Ti  ^°°^fort^ble  handle  aiid  solid  reel 
seat,  iie  cannot  have  a  very  light  rod. 

Man  is  a  Greedy  Animal. 
I  am  afraid  that  minnow  fishing  is  a  kind  of 
thlfnarf fv?''^  ^an-^aW  ^vith  spSt  in 

^ZKl^  How  your  streams  en- 

m^-^n.     /'v?''*'''^  °*  stone-fly,  worm  and 

minnow  fishmg,  common  in  some  of  them,  is  a 
mystery  to  me.  The  rivers  of  the  United  Kingdom 
must  at  one  time  have  been  as  productive  as  any 
m  the  world.  The  F^,7,i„^  Gazette  reports  of  the 
sport  they  still  afford  are  surprisingly  good,  yet 
many  of  them  appear  to  be  savagely  netted.  Man 
iL^^f  r  i^ir/?"^^ '°  countries,  and  is  only  too 
^ady  to  kill  the  goose  that  lays  the  golden  eggs. 

United  ^f  /'^'w^^^'y  ^*  ti'e 
tnited  States  but  some  really  earnest  efforts  are 
now  bemg  made  to  check  the  march  of  destruction. 
Increase  of  American  Anglers. 
The  rapid  development  of  bait-casting  with 
light  rods  and  the  use  of  artificial  lures  (many  of 
snoS  r  11  ""'Z  ^°,^™fai^inar),  has  enhanced 
sport  m  all  parts  of  this  country,  and  led  to  a 
great  mcrease  m  the  army  of  anglers,  particularly 
th°«f,, regions  where  trout  are  not  common, 
borne  of  the  new  baits  are  decidedly  odd,  or  queer, 
affairs,  and  would  be  viewed  with  suspicion  by  the 
£5?    u^'^  fisherman.    They  all  kill  in  e^jert 
hands,  although  not  equally  well,  and  there  is 

vmfrtill  rr^'i.^^"  How  would 

your  pike  like  a  big  wooden  minnow  ? 

Works  on  Salmon  Fly  Tying. 
Much  has  been  written  on  the  subject  of  tying 
salmon  flies,  but  for  practical  instruction  notS 
I  have  seen  has  equalled  Captain  Hale's  book, 
yet  I  profited  most  by  quite  a  short  article  written 
ft  V-  ^^"o^l''  of  Perth,  many  years  ago  for 
iMsJnng  Gazette    This  was  wonderfultycleS 

some  really  first-rate  patterns  to  copy,  although 
rather  discouraging  at  first.  "<Juga 

You  CAN  TAKE  A  EaILWAY  JoURNEY  TO  Warm 

Weather  in  America. 

We  have  had  the  finest  sleighing  it  would  be 
S  o  1  f.rT"?  recently.  Not  too  much  snow, 
r^Votu  /^f*/"*^/^^  to  beat  it  down  and 
make  the  roads  hard  and  smooth.  Unless  one  has 
snow-shoes,  and  is  accustomed  to  their  use,  deep 
snow  makes  getting  about  in  the  country  very 
difficult.    Yet  few  people  have  them  here  ^ 

in  an  elevated  region  one  must  expect  high 
winds  at  times,  and  when  the  temperature  is  low 
these  are  pretty  trying.  They  get  next  to  the 
person  m  spite  of  warm  clothing.  One  blessing  i^ 
this  country  is  that  we  can  get  away  from  the  cold 
weather.  A  journey  of  twenty-four  to  thirty-six 
hours  by  rail  will  carry  us  to  a  mild  climate 

Sullivan  County.  N.Y.,      Theodore  Gordon 
January,  1908. 


149 


SOME  NOTES  ON  LOUGH 
FISHING. 


I  think  I  have  done  more  lough  fishing  during 
the  past  four  seasons  than  I  had  previously  through 
out  the  whole  of  my  life  as  an  angler,  which  now 
extends  well  over  thirty  years  of  practical  experi- 
ence Not  because  I  have,  in  my  middle  age 
settled  down  to  the  comparative  ease  generally 
associated  with  lough  fishing -for  I  still  enjoy 
robust  health,  and  am  as  fond  of  river  and  stream 
fishing  as  ever  I  was,  which  is  another  way  of 
saying  that  I  prefer  it  to  lough  fishing-but^my 
work  has  taken  me  to  districts  in  which,  in  many 

to^^T  hLTfi  W  f-"*^'^^-  the  time  referrS 
to,  1  have  fished  on  loughs  probably  two  hundred 
days  posslb^y  more,  and  mu^t  have  basketTter 
two  thousand  trout.  My  lure  has  been  the  artificial 
fly,  with  an  occasional  trail  to  and  from  the  fishine 
ground  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  do  not  think  I  hav? 
seasot  and  *^^<'^S'^«'^t  the  f^^J 

on  Tc^^h  fJ  *  "^^^ '  SO  these  notes 

on  lough  fishing  are  necessarily  limited  to  the  use 
of  the  artificial  fly  on  those  waters-tihat  and  tS 
oiJy.    IncidentaUy  I  have  again  and  again  started 

W  To  ^r''^"  r^^^r^i  '•  the  resu?t  I 
have  to  depend  very  largely  on  memory  for  the 
facts  considered  necessary  to  the  discoure"e 

succeSuno,,i%'K?^''*  conditions  of 

successful  lough  fishmg  are  even  more  erratic  than 
those  of  stream  and  river  fishing,  although  as  a 
rule  more  actual  skill  is  requir^  to  make  good 
baskets  on  the  latter.  By  this  I  mean  tW 
although  lough  fishing  is  mL  uncertar  sport  It 
IS  easier  to  fiU  one's  basket  when  the  fish  areSn^ 
.nnrT  ""a  T  compare  the  two  branches  of 
sport,  and  do  not  propose  doing  so  beyond  tul 
general  statement,  which  is  made  ^th  th7o?fec  o 
disabusmg  the  mind  of  those  anglers  who  ari  wont 

snort  i"^""  ^'^^!  "^ti-^^k-and-chance-it  '' 

sport  pure  and  sunple.  If  it  were  not  for  the  erratic 
conditions  of  success  it  might  be.  It  is  no  un"om 
mon  thing  for  a  reaUy  good  fishing  lough  to  °g<^ 
off  for  several  days  right  in  the  n^dst  oi  the  veS 
best  time  of  year  for  fishing  it-usually  •  and  tS 
same  water  may  provide  a  splendid  day's  snort 
on   occasions  when,   in   the   ordinary  Ty,Tne 

S  anHf te^'r^      T'f^  '  ^ts  surface 

iime  and  often  I  have  tried  to  ascertain  the  cause 
or  causes  of  this,  and,  as  often,  my  theories  W 

rence'^'fhe're*''  uiSorSeen  occu;! 

rence.  There  is  no  doubt,  however,  in  my  mind 
that  a  mam  cause  of  the  erratic  fishing  on  bugi  t 

cS::  o'f  trt"'  ^^^^^^'l-'t  conttual 

cnanges  of  the  temperature  of  the  water  •  for 
although  trout  are  cold-blooded  animals,  I  firmly 
beheve  they  are  very  susceptible  to  the  chang^r  n 
temperature  of  their  natural  element.  Takf  one 
S  Ap^nToo^'  ^'f.Tf  ^  '"^^  ^'^tter  par^ 
district  anH  ^""^^^  ^  the  Ardara 

The  2;J^^  J^u^  attendant  Maurice  Early. 

The  wmd  had  been  m  a  cold  northerly  quarter  ilv 
some  time  previous  to  my  arrival,  and  contimSd  so 
durmg  my  stay  of  a  little  over  a  week.  In Tddltion 
we  were  troubled  with  a  clear  sky  and  bright  glint  n^ 
sunhght-conditions  not  at  all  conducive  to  sport 
one  would  think.    But  they  remained  unchanged 
and  consaqueatly  we  caught  fish  ;  indeed  we  did 
not  have  a  blank  day,  an'd  on  some  ocSiom  our 
baskets  were  most  satisfactory.    Later  on,  M^v 
and  June  the  weather  was  much  milder.  Ct  y»l 
changeable,  and  poor  baskets  were  the  rule  on  these 
loughs  ;  yet  May  and  June  are  generally  the  best 
months  by  far.    Towards  the  end  of  that  same 
season  came  a  spell  of  "level"  weather,  and  then 
good  baskets  were  the  rule,  although  th^  back  end 

i  a  ^P''^  -  these  louglt 

as  a  rule.    I  remember  some  years  ago  in  the  course 

J  P  metir'^'v"'^  conversation  with  the  la  e 
J.  P.  Wheeldon  this  matter  of  temperature  cropped 
up  m  connection  with  pike'-fisWug  and  roach 

SteiA  "^V''  """''^'^  I  disciSsS  the 

problem  with  a  promment  Lea  roach  fisher  In 
each  case  the  decision  was  that  a  continuity  of  the 
same  weather  conditions  is  essential  for  spJrt  and 

toteTf '""^T'J  ''-'^^^^  ^^««^«^t  wea^hert 
to  be  preferred  to  frequent  and  sudden  changes  or 
samples  of"  so-caUed  ideal  weather.    In  short 
settled  weather  is  conducive  to  sport  ' 

is  "  iS  "''wLT'  ^T""  to  decide  what 

IS  Ideal  weather  for  trout-fishing,  whether  it 
be  on  lough  or  river.    The  first  year  I  met  imy 


0  Groarty,  of  Letterkenny,  he  was  showing  me  the 
throws     on  the  River  Lennon.   Every  now  and 

then  Jimmy  would  pull  up  and  exclaim : 

Now,  d'ye  see  that  rock  out  there,  sir  ?  Well, 
just  m  front  of  it  is  a  good  throw  for  a  salmon. 

1  seldom  make  a  cast  there  that  I  don't  rise  a  fish 
— on  a  fishing  day  I  " 

Or — 

D'ye  see  that  dark  water  just  under  the  opposite 
brae,  sir  ?  Well,  if  ye  work  your  fly  properly  down 
^at,  ye  U  seldom  fail  to  move  a  fish-^w  a  fiehimj 

Or— 

"  ^ow,  d'ye  mind  that  throw,  sir  ?  It's  one  of 
tbe  best  on  the  river ;  if  ye  fish  it  from  brae  to 
day  I "  ^  ^^"^  to  rise  a  fish— on  o  fishing 

And  so  on,  all  down  the  river,  imtil  I  asked 
Jimmy  what  was  a  "fishing  day."  I  expected  a 
long  djssertation  on  weather  conditions,  direction  of 
wind,  height  of  water,  temperature,  etc.,  etc.,  ad  lib.. 
but  I  did  not  get  it. 

"  A  ashing  day?  "  says  Jimmy;  "  well,  a  fishing 
aay s  a  day  on  which  ye  catch  fish/" 

And  that  beats  Bannaghan.    But  I  think,  how- 
ever, ideal  fishmg  weather  on  a  lough  is  a  grey, 
batoy  day  with  enough  wind  to  lave  the  shores 
ot  the  lough  with  tiny  wavelets  ;  which  day  should 
toilow  m  the  train  of  a  fortmght's  similar  weather 
It  you  cannot  kiU  a  basket  of  trout  then,  you  had 
better   '  chuck "   fishing  altogether!    But  such 
days,  alas  !  are  few  and  far  between.    Yet  they  do 
occur,  and  it  was  on  such  a  day  that,  with  Dan 
iioyle  as  boatman,  1  basketed  one  hundred  and 
tmrty-seven  brown  trout  from  Lough  Anure— a 
good  sample  of  fish,  too ;  plenty  of  half-pounders 
among  them.    The  same  day  I  had  two  sea-trout 
ot  2lb.  and  2i-lb.,  and  hooked  a  large  salmon  on  my 
wee  trout  rod— and  nearly  got  it;    but  that's 
another  story.    I  remember  the  number  of  brown 
trout,  because  in  the  evening  I  said  to  Dan : 
Did  you  count  those  Esh,  Dan  ?  " 
"  I  did,  sir,"  says  he,  "  and  there  was  one  hundred 
and  thrrty-seven  av  'em.    Mind  ye,  sir,  I  just 
counted  one  hundred  and  thirty-six,  but  there  was 
a  wee  divil  left  swimmmg  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat  • 
ti9  was  all  over  the  place  to  onct,  and  I  couldn't 
count  him  / 

Yet  the  Lough  Anure  basket  could  hardly  com- 
pare with  the  forty-seven  fish  I  basketed  from 
Kiltooris  Lough  (Dowros  Bay),  with  the  afore- 
mentioned  Maurice  Early  as  my  boatman.  On 
that  day  it  blew  a  gale,  and  we  were  frequently 
compelled  to  seek  shelter.    At  "  the  island  drift  " 
It  was  a  most  difficult  matter  to  get  the  boat  into 
position    and  quite  impossible  to  keep  it  there 
iJut  each  tune  Maurice  brought  the  boat  round  and 
I  got  my  flies  on  the  water,  I  was  immediately 
tast  m  a  good  fish,  which  in  every  case  was  landed 
many  yar^  further  away,  for  the  craft  was  blown 
at  the  wiU  of  the  wind.    We  tried  the  compara- 
tively cahn  water  adjacent  to  Major  Johnstone's 
bouse  and  did  nothing  ;  but  we  never  fafled  to 
steadUy  pick  up  fish  in  the  rough  water  of  the 
more  exposed  drifts.    That  was  a  very  handsome 
basket  of  trout ;  the  fish  ran  up  to  1  lb.  and  averaged 
fully  |lb.    Yet  they  were  basketed  on  anythhig 
but  an    ideal    fishing  day— unless  Jimmy's  defini- 
tion be  accepted  !    The  fact  is,  there  is  no  hard- 
and-fast  rule  as  to  what  is  "  a  fishing  day  "  and 
therem  lies  one  of  the  chief  charms  of  angW—its 
great  uncert>ainty.    But.  still,  there  are  glneral 
rules  for  our  guidance,  and,  further,  there  are 
methods  of  saving  oneself  from  a  blank  on  in- 
different, not  to  say  bad,  days.    There  are  two 
golden  rules  m  connection  with  lough  fishing  that 
should  be  observed  under  the  latter  conditions'— the 
hrst  of  these  is,  "  keep  your  flies  on  the  water  " 

I  think  trout  roam  about  more  in  a  lough  than 
they  do  in  a  river.  Of  course,  there  are  certain 
spots  where  they  are  boimd  to  lie,  whether 
or  not  they  will  rise  at  a  fly ;  and  there  are 
certam  feeding  grounds— drifts— which  are  to  be 
preferred  to  other  parts  of  the  water  simply  because 
they  mvariably  provide  better  sport.  But  there 
are  always  roaming  fish  to  be  met  with,  and  often  it 
IS  on  picking  up  these  that  one  depends  for  a 
basket  on  a  bad  day;  therefore,  as  it  is  most 
uncertain  when  or  where  these  fish  will  be  met 
with—  keep  your  flies  on  the  water."  Even  on 
most  good  days  the  fish  will  go  off  their  feed  at 
times,  and  so  the  rule  holds  good  then  also  ;  make 
tbemost  of  your  opportunity  while  it  occurs 
_  The  other  golden  rule  referred  to  is,  remain  seated 
xn  the  boat  when  casting,  hooking,  playing  and 
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landing  a  fish.  By  doing  so,  you  not  only  minimise  i 
the  risk  of  accident  and  fish  with  a  greater  degree 
of  comfort,  but,  by  the  law  of  refraction,  you  are 
not  seen  by  your  quarry  at  considerably  less 
distance  from  the  boat  than  if  you  were  standing 
up.  And  this  brings  me  to  another  important 
matter — at  what  distance  from  the  boat  should  one 
fish  ? 

Well,  although  at  times  a  long  cast  is  advan- 
tageous, I  am  fully  convinced  that  most  lough 
fishers  cast  too  far  from  the  boat,  as  a  general 
rule.  I  can  get  out  a  pretty  long  line  myself,  and 
can  fish  it  fairly  well  when  it  is  out,  but  I  do  not 
consider  it  advisable  to  fish  a  long  line  under  any 
but  very  exceptional  circumstances.  Granted  the 
angler  remains  seated  in  the  boat,  a  cast  of  from 
ten  to  fifteen  yards  is  quite  sufficient  for  a  very 
large  proportion  of  one's  fishing.  With  such  a 
length  of  line  you  have  a  far  better  chance  of 


course  there  arise  conditions  that  qualify  this 
general  rule,  and  equally,  of  course,  it  must  remain 
with  the  angler  to  decide  if  and  when  a  longer 
cast  is  necessary.  I  think  one  condition  invariably 
demands  a  longer  cast,  and  that  is,  very  bright 
weather. 

I  am  not  at  all  well  satisfied  as  to  why  this  should 
bo  so  ;  1  only  know  that  it  is  so.  It  would  take 
columns  of  explanatory  discourse  to  give  the  reasons 
why  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  if  a  trout  cannot  see  an 
angler  in  a  boat  at  fifteen  yards'  distance  in  a  grey 
light,  neither  can  that  fish  see  that  angler  at  fifteen 
yards  in  a  bright  hght.  But  the  editorial  blue 
pencil  (wisely  !)  will  not  admit  of  this,  and,  there- 
fore, whatever  be  the  reason,  let  us  remain  content 
with  the  fact  that  in  bright  weather  it  is  necessary 
to  cast  much  farther  from  the  boat.  This  I  have 
proved  to  my  own  satisfaction  time  and  often. 
Fine  tackle  at  fifteen  yards  is  not  sufficient ;  it 


THE  AMEEICAN  STYLE  OF 
BAIT-CASTING. 


[I  AM  indebted  to  Mr.  Fred.  N.  Peet,  of  Chicago, 
for  the  very  clear  illustrations  of  method  of  hold- 
ing the  rod  in  the  American  style  of  bait-casting, 
and  for  these  notes.  I  hear  several  anglers  on 
this  side  are  taking  up  this  style.— Ed.] 

"  Chicago,  111.,  Jan.  27,  1908. 

"Dear  Sir, — In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  4, 
1908,  you  mention  some  records  made  in  the  Long 
Distance  Bait-Casting  Event  on  the  lawn  with 
a  half-ounce  weight.  A  record  of  -230ft.  was 
made  by  Mr.  0.  E.'^Becker  on  June  1,  1907,  at  a 
club  contest  at  Garfield  Park.  This  is  the  longest 
cast  that  has  been  made  a  matter  of  record.  It 
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The  American  Style  op  Bait-Casting. 


hoiking  your  quarry,  which,  in  my  experience,  is 
the  most  important  thing  in  lough  fishing,  and  the 
one  in  which  most  of  us  fail.  1  freely  admit  that 
on  some  loughs  I  don't  average  a  fish  to  half-a- 
dozen,  or  even  more,  rises— that  is,  if  they  are 
all  rise  ;,  of  which  more  presently  ;  and  I  certainly 
find  that  I  have  a  much  better  chance  of  hooking 
Mr.  Trout  if  I  have  no  more — preferably  less — 
than  fifteen  yards  of  hue  extended,  including  the 
three  yards  of  gut  I  invariably  use.  In  these 
days  of  taper  lines  and  exquisitely-balanced  rods  it 
is  a  simple  matter  to  get  out  more  hue  than  that 
recommended,  but  I  have  found  it  the  most  profit- 
able so  far  as  the  basket  is  concerned,  and  certainly 
the  most  conveniently  and  comfortably  fished. 
Bearing  this  in  mind,  I  have  had  a  Une  fitted  to  a 
favourite  10-footer,  so  that  with  fiifteen  yards 
extended  it  works  to  perfection,  and  fishing  with 
this  outfit  is  like  fishing  with  a  fairy  wand.  Of 


must  be  finest  tackle  at  twenty  or  more  yards,  if 
one  is  to  get  fish.  On  such  days,  when  my  friends 
have  drawn  blanks,  they  have  expressed  surprise 
at  me  turning  up  at  the  hotel  with  a  few  fish  ;  but, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  these  have  every  one  been  hooked 
at  well  beyond  twenty  yards  from  the  boat,  and 
only  the  very  finest  of  gossamer  gut  employed  in 
their  capture— to  the  no  small  wonderment  and 
satisfaction  of  the  boatmen  who  have  attended  me 
on  such  occasions. 

Speaking  of  a  long  length  of  Une  reminds  me  of 
a  pernicious  practice  on  the  part  of  some  anglers 
who  allow  the  disengaged  Une  to  Ue  around  loose  in 
the  boat  ;  it  should  be  kept  on  the  reel,  and  if  it  is 
not  so  kept,  disaster  wiU  occur  sooner  or  later,  and 
generally  when  one  has  a  good  fish  on.  A  yard 
or  two  of  slack  Une  is  useful ;  anything  more  than 
this  should  be  on  the  winch.  E.  S.  S. 

(To  he  continued.) 


seems  strange  that  the  English  anglers  do  not  tak  e 
up  this  branch  of  the  angling  game.  If  the  Enghsh 
tackle  manufacturers  tried  to  introduce  this  style 
of  casting  and  gave  it  their  support,  it  certainly 
would  develop  to  a  very  prosperous  business  for 
them.  I  am  informed  by  one  of  our  largest  tackle 
dealers  in  this  city  that  he  sells  twenty  bait-rods 
where  he  sells  one  fly-rod.  This  shows  how  this 
phase  of  angling  has  developed.  From  the  fishing 
point  of  view,  it  is  one  of  the  most  successful  ways 
of  catching  pike  or  bass  when  they  are  in  the 
weeds  or  shallows,  casting  either  a  minnow,  frog, 
or  spinner.  After  one  acquires  a  reasonable 
amount  of  skill  in  casting,  so  that  he  can  place 
his  lure  in  a  promising  spot,  and  secures  a  rise 
from  a  pike  or  bass  taking  it  on  the  surface,  he  will 
be  amply  repaid  for  the  many  vexations  and  trials 
that  he  has  to  pass  tMough  in  learning  the  game. 
From  the  tournament  point  of  view,  it  is  the  most 
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fascinating  event  that  we  have,  not  only  to  the 
contestants,  bnt  also  to  the  spectators. 

"  To  show  the  great  popularity  of  the  Accuracy 
Bait-Casting  Event  with  a  half-ounce  weight,  we 
can  look  back  to  an  entry  of  seventeen  contestants 
in  1897  in  Chicago,  and  compare  them  with  the 
seventy-three  entries  that  they  had  at  the  last 
open  tournament  in  Racine  in  August,  1907,  and 
they  expect  over  one  hundred  entries  in  the  tourna- 
mentito  be  held  in  Chicago  in  August,  1908. 

"  The  rod  most  generally  used  for  angling  and 


"  The  following  suggestions  may  help  the 
beginner  after  he  has  secured  his  rod,  reel,  line, 
half-ounce  weight,  and  space  on  the  lawn  or  water 
where  he  can  commence  to  practise.  After  measur- 
ing off  a  distance  of  30ft.,  40ft.,  50ft.,  and  60ft., 
properly  marked  by  a  paper  or  something  similar, 
he  is  ready  to  commence  his  lesson.  The  proper 
tvay  of  handling  the  rod  and  line  for  the  overhead 
cast  is  shown  in  Fig.  1,  with  the  weight  drawn  up 
within  one  inch  of  the  tip  of  the  rod.  The  rod 
should  be  iheld  loosely  in  the  fingers' with  II  the 
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tournament  work  has  three  joints,  and  ranges  from 
5^ft.  to  6ft.  in  length,  and  6oz.  in  weight,  and  can 
be  made  out  of  wood,  split-bamboo,  or  steel,  and 
range  in  price  from  $5  to  $30  for  split-bamboo,  or 
from  $3  to  $15  for  wood  or  steel.  In  the  cheaper 
rods  the  wood  rod  gives  the  better  satisfaction,  but 
in  the  higher-priced  rods  the  split-bamboo  is 
preferable.    The  steel  rod  is  a  very  serviceable  rod 


thumb  resting  on  the  bar  of  the  reel  and  touching 
the  spool-line  gently,  so  as  to  act  as  a  drag  when 
the  forward  cast  is  made.  Fig.  2  represents  the 
rod  as  it  is  coming  forward  with  the  thumb  acting 
as  a  drag  on  the  spool  of  the  line  to  keep  same 
from  over-running,  and  turning  the  wrist  as  the 
arm  comes  forward,  as  shown  in  Fig.  3,  which 
represents  the  rod  extending  straight  out  from  the 
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for  rough  work,  but  it  is  not  as  pleasant  to  cast 
with  as  wood  or  split-bamboo. 

"  The  most  popular  reels  are  the  four  multiple 
free-running  reels,  and  range  in  price  from  $3  to 
$40  for  the  extra  high  grades.  A  person  can  do 
good  work  with  a  moderate-priced  reel,  but  they 
will  not  stand  up  very  long  where  they  are  given  a 
great  deal  of  hard  work.  The  lines  used  on  the 
reels  vary  greatly.  For  fishing  a  No.  5  '  King 
Fisher '  line  seems  to  be  the  favourite.  For  tourna- 
ment casting  a  gi-eat  deal  lighter  line  is  used. 


body  at  the  end  of  the  cast.  Fig.  4  represents  the 
recovery  of  the  line,  where  it  should  be  spooled  on 
as  smoothly  as  possible. 

"  Most  beginners  make  the  mistake  of  exerting 
too  much  strength  for  any  distance  under  100ft.,  as 
the  closing  of  the  hand  and  the  forward  motion  of 
the  wrist  is  all  the  exertion  needed  to  make  a 
short  distance  cast.  In  the  long  distance  casting 
it  is  necessary  to  use  the  full  arm  movement. 

"  This  style  of  casting  applies  to  anyone  regard- 
less of  their  physical  development,  which  does  not 


apply  to  the  long  distance  fly-casting  event,  where 
a  man  of  large  physical  development  has  a  decided 
advantage  over  a  man  of  medium  or  small  stature. 
One  of  the  most  expert  casters  in  the  Chicago  Fly- 
Casting  Club  is  a  man  of  very  light  build.  It  has 
this  decided  advantage  over  the  fly-casting,  that 
you  do  not  have  to  have  water  to  practise  on,  as 
a  little  stretch  of  greensward  makes  a  capital 
practice  ground. 

"  From  these  few  hints  anyone  that  is  interested 
in  overhead  casting  can  very  quickly  pick  up  same 
by  a  little  faithful  practice."      Fred.  N.  Peet. 


FISHING  POET  AT  CUXHAVEN, 
NEAE  HAMBUEG. 


The  Board  of  Agi-iculture  and  Fisheries  learn 
through  the  Foreign  Office  and  inform  us  that  the 
establishment  of  a  fish  market  and  fishing  harbour 
at  the  Hamburg  outport  of  Cuxhaven  has  been 
carried  out  on  a  more  extensive  scale  than  was 
originally  intended,  and  that  the  market  was  to 
be  opened  at  the  beginning  of  this  month.  The 
Hamburg  State  has  contributed  £125,000,  and  a 
joint  stock  company  with  a  capital  of  the  same 
amount  has  been  formed  under  the  name  of  the 
"  Cuxhaven  Deep  Sea  Fishing  Company."  A 
number  of  fishing  steamers  have  already  been 
acquired  by  them.  The  new  fishing  harbour  has 
a  width  of  about  400ft.,  and  has  been  built  upon 
the  most  modern  lines.  There  are  two  auction 
halls,  measuring  370ft.  by  108ft.,  and  every  facility 
is  provided  for  the  disposal  of  fish.  It  is  stated  that 
all  the  private  offices  and  packing  rooms  have  been 
already  leased  to  Hamburg  and  Cuxhaven  firms. 


AN 


ANGLEE'S  NATUEE 
GLEANINGS. 


Half  an  hour's  walk  from  Trafford  Station  will 
bring  us  to  the  quaint  rustic  bridge  by  which  the 
church  road  from  the  village  of  Mickle  Trafford  to 
the  church  of  Plemonstall  spans  a  backwater  of 
the  little  River  Gowy.  We  reach  this  bridge  one 
fine  morning  late  in  April,  intent  on  a  few  hours' 
ramble  in  the  water-meadows  by  the  river. 
Yonder  is  the  quaint  old  church  of  Plemonstall, 
standing  quite  close  to  the  river.  This  building, 
which  dates  back  into  Norman  times,  is  one  of  a 
very  few  churches  which  rejoices  in  the  possession 
of  an  original  chained  Bible.  At  some  future  time 
we  may  be  able  to  spend  a  very  interesting  and 
instructive  hour  in  the  time-worn  edifice,  but  the 
church  is  not  our  destination  this  morning.  Our 
path,  or  rather  route  (for  no  actual  path  exists), 
leads  us  over  the  bridge  and  down  through  the 
gateway  to  the  left,  and  so  through  the  lush  rich 
grass  and  rushes  to  the  banks  of  the  babbling 
stream.  What  changes  have  taken  place  here 
during  the  brief  months  of  the  winter  just  past ! 

How  difierently  the  currents  tend,  and  how 
shallow  yonder  bend  has  grown  I  Why,  we  used 
to  regard  that  corner  as  one  of  the  deepest  holes  in 
the  stream,  where  we  were  sure  to  find  a  fat  chub 
or  two,  but  now  it  is  quite  a  sandy  shallow,  the 
bottom  being  easily  visible  from  where  we  stand. 
Thus  do  the  floods  and  torrents  of  winter  and  early 
spring  carry  the  soil  from  one  part  of  the  stream 
and  deposit  it  in  another  place.  There  is  our 
watercress  bed,  however,  quite  safe,  and  we  are  glad 
to  see  ready  to  yield  us  a  very  nice  plateful  of 
tender  heads  that  will  prove  such  a  relish  with 
some  thin  bread  and  butter  and  a  cup  of  tea  up 
at  the  farm  yonder.  If  the  value  of  this  common 
water  plant  as  a  blood  tonic  were  better  known 
we  should  not  be  able  to  find  it  growing  in  such 
I  rofusion  as  it  does  in  some  parts  of  our  country-. 

Hark  !  What  was  that  pecviliar  whistle  ?  It 
sounded  very  much  like  a  kingfisher,  and — j'es  ! 
there  he  goes,  flashing  round  the  curve  lower  down 
stream,  his  blue-green  back  and  rich  chestnut- 
coloured  breast  glowing  and  gleaming  in  the  sunlight 
like  a  meteor.  If  we  are  careful  we  may  catch  sight 
of  him  further  down  stream  engaged  in  his  fishing, 
for  he  is  bold  and  fearless  if  we  do  not  move  about 
suddenly  or  abruptly.  I  remember  sitting  on  the 
bank  of  another  favourite  stream  some  years  ago, 
holding  a  cane  fishing  rod  out  over  the  water. 
I  was  well  concealed  among  the  bushes  and 
sedges  that  grew  in  profusion  down  to  the  water'a 
edge.  To  my  astonishment,  a  kingfisher  alighted 
on  my  outstretched  fishing  rod,  and  gazed  about 
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him  quite  fearlessly.  After  twisting  his  brilliantly 
coloured  head  about  for  a  moment  or  two, 
down  he  dropped— plop— into  the  water,  head 
first,  to  reappear  almost  instantly  with  a  minnow 
in  his  beak  and  to  resume  his  perch  on  my  rod. 
A  bang  or  two  on  the  rod  gave  the  poor  little  fish 
his  quietus,  and  then  the  bird  turned  it  head 
downward  and  swallowed  it  whole.  He  had 
hardly  managed  to  get  it  down  his  throat  when 
he  caught  my  eye,  and  his  haste  to  depart  was 
quite  ludicrous,  for  he  nearly  choked  himself  in 
trying  to  utter  his  harsh  cry.  Needless  to  say, 
he  was  speedily  out  of  sight  round  the  bends  of  the 
stream. 

This  handsome  bird,  the  Halcyon  of  the  old 
Greek  tales,  has  been  so  persistently  shot  down 
for  the  sake  of  his  brilliant  plumage  and  has 
become  so  rare  in  some  parts  of  our  country 
that  the  local  authorities  have  wisely  provided 
protection  for  him  all  the  year  round.    He  is. a 
terrible  pest,  however,  on  any  well-ordered  trout 
stream,  as  he  takes  he&vj  toll  from  the  young 
trout  fry,  and  as  his  diet  consists  largely  of  the  fish 
in  the  "  fry  "  stage,  he  speedily  spoils  the  other- 
wise good  prospects  of  a  hea^-j'  hatch.    His  nest  is 
a  work  of  art.    Placed  usually  in  a  rat-hole,  which 
slopes  upward  from  the  water's  edge,  it  is  composed 
of  the  small  bones  of  fish  which  the  bird  has 
ejected  from  his  craw.    It  is  almost  impossible  to 
remove  the  nest  intact  from  the  hole,  and  so  it  is 
that  a  good  specimen  is  rarely  seen  in  museums. 
"An  ancient  and  most  fish-like  smell "  emanates 
from  the  nest-hole,  and  this  forms  a  ready  clue  to 
its  discovery.    It  is  a  fact  that  many  students  of 
ornithology  constantly  use  their  nasal  organs  when 
nest-hunting  to  decide  whether  a  suspected  rat- 
hole  contains  a  kingfisher's  nest  or  not.    The  eggs 
are  pearly-white,  with  a  lovely  pinkish  tinge,  pro- 
duced by  the  yolk  showing  through  the  thin  shell. 
This  pinkiness  is  lost,  of  course,  if  the  eggs  are 
blown. 

Wandering  down  stream  we  soon  reach  the 
comer  by  the  big  willow  tree,  a  spot  now  dear  to 
memory,  for  was  it  not  here  that  we  were  fortunate 
enough,  last  season,  to  hook  a  fine  brown  trout  of 
over  a  pound  weight  ?  The  water  close  to  the 
bank  on  our  side  is  very  deep,  but  a  little  higher 
up  stream  the  hole  shoals  out  into  a  sandy  shallow, 
and  as  we  look  we  see  the  rings  made  by  some 
dace  as  they  rise  eagerly  to  suck  do^vn  the  Blue 
Duns  that  are  floating  on  the  surface  of  the  stream. 
It  was  on  that  very  shallow  that  we  hooked  his 
lordship — the  trout  above-mentioned — and  it  was 
also  one  of  Carter's  imitations  of  a  Blue  Dun 
which  lured  him  to  his  doom. 

Very  interesting  indeed  is  the  life  history  of 
one  of  those  Blue  Dun  flies  if,  indeed,  he  manages 
to  survive  all  the  hundred  and  one  dangers  which 
beset  him,  and  live  the  full  allotted  span  of  his 
brief  existence.    So  brief  is  it  that  he  has  been 
given  a  big  name  (a  family  name,  'tis  true),  which 
signifies  that  his  life  is  but  of  a  day's  duration. 
This   is  not   strictly  true,  for  many  members 
of  this  very  interesting   family  of   water  -  flies 
— the  Ephemera — live  for  several  days.    One  of 
the  strangest  facts  concerning  the  lives  of  these 
flies  is  that   they  take  no  kind  of  food  what- 
ever from  the  time  they  emerge  from  the  pupal 
state.    During  the  months  of  winter  the  Blue 
Dun  fly  existed  at  the  bottom  of  the  stream  as 
a  small  but  voracious  grub,  which  was  provided 
with  ample  means  of  devouring  whatever  came 
in  his  way.    It  is  true  he  did  very  little  eating 
during   the   coldest   part  of  the   winter,  being 
cosily  hidden  away  in  some  crevice  or  cranny  in 
the  stem  or  leaf  of  some  water  plant  or  under 
some  sheltering  stone.     The  early  sunshine  of 
February  and  March,  however,  stirred  him  into 
activity,  and  he  became  very  lively,  frequently 
going  off  on  foraging  expeditions,  in  which  he 
was  very  materially  assisted  by  a  set  of  swim- 
ming legs  and  a  pair  of  ferocious-looking  mandi- 
bles or  jaws.     On  a  bright  sunshiny  morning, 
such  as  we  have  to-day,  he  begins  to  feel  very 
strange,  and  swims  to  the  surface  of  the  water, 
where,  after  resting  a  few  moments,  a  remark- 
able change  takes  place.    The  skin  on  his  back 
bursts,  and  slowly,  but  patiently,  he  wriggles  his 
way  out  of  Us  own  skin,  on  which  he  stands, 
as  on  a  raft.    He  is  a  new  being  in  many  senses, 
for  he  is  now  tmfolding  to  the  warmth  of  the 
sun  a  pair  of  delicate  gauzy  wings,  and  his  tail, 
of  three  hair-like  whisks,  is  much  longer  than 
when  he  inhabited  the  water.     In  colour  his 
body  and  wings  are  of  a  uniform  dull  bluish- 


grey,  which  gives  him  his  name.  You  will 
notice  that  his  flight  is  rather  clumsy,  and  that  he 
will  blunder  against  overhanging  branches,  as 
though  his  sense  of  sight  were  imperfect,  and  then 
falls  to  the  surface  of  the  water  below,  where  he 
soon  ^'rights"  himself  on  his  six  legs.  It  is  at 
this  time  that  his  life  is  in  such  jeopardy,  for  the 
swallows,  sparrows,  and  many  other  birds  eagerly 
sna,p  him  up  as  he  flutters  heavily  in  the  air, 
while  the  trout,  chub,  and  dace  are  on  the  watch 
for  him  below,  and  seldom  allow  him  to  float  over 
their  heads  without  making  a  jump  for  him.  In- 
deed, I  have  repeatedly  seen  the  trout  in  the  River 
Dove,  in  Derbyshire,  jump  quite  out  of  the  water 
and  take  the  flies  while  they  were  still  hovering  in 
the  air. 

A  little  later  on  in^the  day  comes  another 
wonderful  change  in  this  truly  wonderful  insect. 
You  may  be  seated  by  the  brook  side  either  fishing 
or  perhaps  idling  away  the  time,  when  you  observe 
one  of  the  Blue  Duns  settle  on  your  jacket  sleeve. 
Do  not  disturb  him,  but  watch  his  movements 
carefully.    For  a  few  minutes  he  perches  there, 
still  enough,  but  suddenly  he  seems  to  become 
uncomfortable.   He  appears  to  be  having  a  struggle 
with  ihimself,  and  his  wings,  which,  up  till  now, 
have  been  standing  erect  from  his  body,  begin  to 
drop  downward  and  backward.     As  you  watch,  lo  I 
the  skin  on  the  upper  part  of  his  body  bursts,  and 
from  the  crack  a  fly  of  quite  a  different  appearance 
struggles  laboriously,  leaving  behind  him  a  deli- 
cate skin,  perfect  in  every  detail  of  the  original 
fly,  even  to  the  tips  of  his  feet  and  the  three 
whisks  of  his  tail.     The'  same  fly,  but  how 
different  1    He  has  cast  aside  his  blue  dun  coat, 
and  in  his  new  garb  he  is  a  very  difiierent  looking 
fellow.    His  body  is  now  a  rusty  red  colour  with 
a  ring  of  orange  near  the  tail,  his  wings  are  of  a 
steely  blue,  while  his  whisks  are  now  twice  as 
long  as  they  were  before.    He  is  no  longer  a 
Blue  Dun  but  is  known  as  a  Red  Spinner.  He 
does  not  give  us  much  time  to  admire  his  delicate 
colouring  and  graceful  form,  for  he  is  no  sooner 
free  from  his  old  coat — his  excuva—th&n  up  he 
springs  and  is  away  under  the  trees,  where  he 
spends  the   evening   dancing  up  and  down  in 
company  with   hundreds  of   others  as  gay  and 
careless  as  himself,  occasionally  alighting  for  a 
second  on  the  water,  only  to  again  join  in  the 
mad  dance  up  and  down  under  the  boughs. 
Next    morning    will  reveal   hundreds  of  dead 
bodies  of  these  spinners,  with  wings  outspread, 
floating  on  the  stream.    They  have  run  their  brief 
existence,  but  the  careful  observer  may  learn  a 
lesson  or  two  from  the  short  but  joyful  lives  of 
these  seemingly  insignificant  little  creatures. 

A  brief  search  in  the  bed  of  the  brook  at  any 
shallow  point  will  reveal  a  wealth  of  insect  life, 
the  study  of  which  will  disclose  some  of  Nature's 
most  beautiful  secrets.     Those  pieces  of  stick, 
straw  and  rush- stems  that  lay  in  such  numbers 
in  the  shallow  groove  between  the  two  sand-beds 
yonder  are  much  more  than  a  casual  glance 
shows.    Watch  them  for  a  moment  or  so  and  you 
will  discover,  if  the  day  be  warm  and  sunny,  that 
almost  every  piece  of  stem,  stick  or  rush  is  in 
motion,  and  a  closer  inspection  will  at  once  teach 
you  the  reason,  for  a  head  and  one  or  two  pairs 
of  legs  of  an  insect  can  be  seen  protruding  from 
one  end  of  its  quaint  home,  which  the  inhabitant 
is  laboriously  dragging  about   over  the  rough 
inequahties  of  the   stream's  bed.    Fish  one  of 
them  out,  and  as  soon  as  the  insect  is  touched 
notice  that  it  retires  instantly  within  its  case- 
like covering.    Some  of  these  coverings  are  bits 
of  reed,  others  are  pieces  of  hollow  stick,  while 
a  few  here  and  there   are   composed  of  small 
fragments  of  stone  and  shell  cemented  together. 
If  you  are  bent  on  fishing  and  know  the  secret  you 
will  secure  a  number  of  these  caddis-worms,  as 
they  are  called,  for  they  form  a  most  attractive 
bait  for  most  kinds  of  fresh-water  fish.    The  grub 
within  the  case  is  of  a  greenish-white  colour,  and 
is  generally  very  plump.    In  the  height  of  summer 
the  caddis-worms  crawl  up  the  vertical  stems  of 
water  plants  or  up  the  banks,  and  on  reaching  the 
air  they  emerge  from  their  cases  and  skins  as  fiies, 
not,  it  is  true,  like  our  Dun  Fly  or  Red  Spinner, 
but  flies  of  a  different  class.    Most  of  the  flies  of 
the  Red  Spinner  kind  have  their  wings  erect  when 
at  rest,  while  the  Sand  Fly,  the  Sedges,  and  the 
Alder  Fly,  all  of  which  come  from  caddis-worms, 
have  their  wings  lying  flat  on  their  bodies. 

Smike.  . 

(To  be  continued.) 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  tlie  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  hii;h  water  in  the  Tlianics  at  any  of  the 
foUowiuf?  places,  to  the  time  of  liigli  water  at  London  Bridge 
?iven  below 

30  min.  for  Chelsea.  f55  rain,  for  Kew. 


Add 


Putney. 
Hammersmith. 
Barnes. 


Add 


Richmond. 
Twickenham. 
Teddington. 


E.XAMPLK.— If  it  IS  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge, 
It  will  be  high  Wiiter  at  Teddington  at  3.2.5,  or  85  minutes  later 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

TIME  OF  High  Water  at  London  Bridgb. 
o  .     ,  ,  Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,     Feb.  29    11.47   ;   .  _ 

Sunday,     March    1    o.25  0  56 

Monday,       „       2   /.   1.24  I'so 

Tuesday        „       3   .7;   2.13    2.35 

Wednesday,  „       4    2.58    3  21 

Thursday,     „       5   3.41    4"  q 

Friday,         ,,       6    4.21   

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — General  Remarks.  —  The  river  haa 
been  in  very  fair  order,  but  the  high  wind  has 
considerably  hampered  roach  fishers.  Two  anglers 
at  Datchet  on  Monday  could  not  get  a  single  fish. 
At  Ivingston  Mr.  F.  Sands  has  had  a  few  good 
fjsh;  Mr.  F.  Girling,  at  Hampton  Court,  has 
had  chub  up  to  2Jlb.,  these  fish  being  in  excellent 
condition.  Mr.  Silk  and  Mr.  Carrington  have  also 
had  chub  at  Henley.  Mr.  J.  J.  Smith,  out 
with  Jack  Arlett,  had  six  pike,  the  best 
two  fish  scaling  ^\h.  and  5Jlb.  respectively 
The  total  weight  of  the  six  fish  was  26^15.  There 
is  only  another  two  weeks'  coarse  fishing  before  the 
season  closes,  and  as  the  final  day  falls  on  a  Satur- 
day no  ,  doubt  the  river  will  be  well  patronised. 
What  is  required  is  a  warmer  and  steadier  tempera- 
ture. Dace  are  being  taken  in  large  quantities, 
and  a  client  of  Hennings,  at  Surbiton,  had  180  fish 
in  one  day. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley).— The  water  has  been  running 
a  good  colour  during  the  past  week,  but  the  rough 
winds  liave  again  been  against  the  angler.  A  nice 
stream  is  running,  and  given  quiet  weather 
some  good  sport  should  be  had  during  the  few 
remaining  days  for  fishing.  A  local  angler  has 
taken  several  jack  up  to  71b.,  and  patrons  of 
G.  Smith  have  had  jack  of  71b.  and  81b.,  while 
Mr.  Smith,  fishing  with  G.  Arlett,  has  taken,  among 
others,  a  jack  of  81b.  Roach  are  not  feeding 
well,  although  on  some  days  fair  bags  have  been 
made.  Perch  still  want  a  lot  of  finding.  I  hear  of 
a  261b.  pike  having  been  caught  near  Reading,  but 
have  no  details  if  correct.  Chub  should  be  worth 
trying  for  just  now. — Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Twickenham).— Since  my  last  report 
fishing  has  been  very  quiet  with  the  exception  of 
dace,  and,  as  is  usual  at  this  season  of  the  yeir, 
huge  quantities  of  these  fish  have  been  taken 
raking,  sometimes  nearly  a  thousand  per  day.  The 
drawing  down  of  the  water  has  been  very  frequent, 
no  less  than  eight  nights  this  month.  However,  f 
arn  pleased  to  say  the  water  will  be  undisturbed  on 
this  score  for  a  fortnight  now.  On  Feb.  25  a  few  good 
roach  came  ashore.  I  think  we  shall  get  some 
fairly  good  fishing  at  end  of  the  week  as  the  tides 
will  bo  making  and  bring  some  good  fish  alono- 
High  water  Twickenham,  Sunday  next,  about  two 
o'clock,  m'dday  tide.  A  chub  nearly  41b.  weight 
was  picked  up  he^e  on  Tuesday  in  a  dying 
state  covered  with  fungus.  I  expect  to  report  some 
heavy  catches  of  big  dace  at  the  week-end ;  these 
fsh  are  at  the  moment  far  below  Richmond,  as 
likewise  the  gulls.  Lost  week  before  the  drawing 
down  of  the  water,  there  were  hundreds  of  gulls 
feeding  at  Teddington  Weir,  but  since  Monday  not 
one  of  these  birds  scarcely  has  been  seen.  Tom 

AUOEB. 

Thames  (Wraysbury).— The  rough  winds  have 
spoilt  the  roach  fishing  most  days,  making  it 
necessary  to  fall  back  on  jack  and  perch,  with  very 
moderate  results.  On  the  few  occasions  when  con- 
ditions were  favourable  the  roach  have  fed  very 
well,  but  have  not  succeeded  in  getting  any  quantity 
owing  to  the  short  evenings. — P.  Brown. 

Abingdon  and  District. — Sport  thi^  week  has 
been  generally  good.  Good  stream,  and  water 
nicely  coloured.  Mes  rs.  Ballard  and  Warburton 
took  seven  good  pike  on  Feb.  20,  and  Mr.  Tripp 
had  one  of  8 Jib.  on  same  day. — F.  G. 

Avon  (Bingwood). — This  river  is  now  in  fairly 
good  condition,  but  rather  on  the  low  side.  Mr. 
G.  W.  Carlyon  got  a  splendid  salmon  of  281b.  on  the 
Ringwood  water  on  Friday,  Feb.  21.  I  myself  got 
one  of  231b.  on  Avon  Tyrrell  water  on  Feb.  20,  and 
another  of  251b.  on  Feb.  23.  Mr.  G.  L.  Polden  also 
got  one  of  221b.  on  the  same  water.     On  Biaterne 
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water  Mr.  J.  D.  Mills  got  on©  of  31  lb.  On  Ring- 
Wood  water  Mr.  Situp  got  several  pike  up  to  81b. — 
M.  W.  Haytee. 

Bottisbam  Locks  (Waterbeach). — Anglers  have 
had  a  roush  time  this  week,  only  two  days'  fair 
fishing.  Then  on  the  Clayhithe  side  of  the  river, 
which  is  not  much  fished,  several  pike  have  been  had 
up  to  7Ib.  each.  By  the  locks  also  fair  sport  was 
had,  four  fish  to  a  rod.  Roach  angling  has  improved 
with  fair  takes  up  to  lib.  607.  each.  Water  in 
good  condition.  Live  baits  on  the  spot. — John  O. 
■    George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— The  Dart  Board 
of  Conservators  have  given  notice  to  the  occupiers 
.    of  the  mills  at  Totnes  and  Staverton  that  the 
fenders  at  the  mills  must  be  closed  on  Sundays  and 
when  the  mills  are  not  working,  and  the  clerk,  Mr. 
E.  Windeatt,  C.C.,  will  represent  the  Board  at  the 
aimual  meeting  of  authorities  under  the  Sea  Fishe- 
ries Regulation  Acts,  to  be  held  in  London  about 
May.    The  usual  free  licences  have  been  granted  by 
the  Board  to  riparian  owners  and  tenants  for  trespass, 
about  fifty-seven  being  credited  to  the  tenants  and 
others  on  the  Duchy  property  on  Dartmoor.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Board  the  Hon.  R.  Dawson,  of  Holne — who  has 
been  chairman  of  the  Board  for  a  good  many  years 
— tendered  his  resignation,  but  it  was  resolved  to 
ask  him  to  continue,  and  attend  whenever  con- 
venient;    but    at    the    meeting    this    week  he 
wrote  thanking    the    members   for  the  exceed- 
ingly kind  and  flattering   expressions    of  their 
hope  that  he  would  continue  as  chairman,  but  it 
was  with  great  regret  that  he  found  it  impossible 
to  accede  to  the  request,  because  he  felt  that  it  was 
wrong  to  accept  any  office  unless  one  is  at  all 
events  prepared  to  try  and  perform  its  duties.  The 
time,    however,   had   arrived    when    he  found 
work  of  all  sorts  become    daily  more  irksome, 
and  he  was,  therefore,  trying  to   withdraw  as 
much  as  possible  from  public  life.    He  therefore 
asked  the  Board  to  kindly  accept  his  resignation. 
With  much  regret  the  Board  accepted  the  resig- 
nation, to  take  effect  at  the  end  of  the  current 
year.    It  has  been  decided  to  recommend  the 
County  Council  to  appoint   Messrs.   A.  Rodway 
(Colston,  Buckfastleigh),  H.  Searle  (Staverton),  and 
S.  P.  Adams  (Hexworthy)  to  fill  vacancies  on  the 
Board.     During  the    pa^t    year    Major  Tucker 
attended  all  twelve  meetings  of  the  Board,  Mr.  C. 
M.  E.  May  eleven,  and  Mr.  C.  Barran  nine.    It  was 
reported  that  there  were  twenty-one  net  licences 
issued  in  public-  waters,  and  the  fishermen  were 
entitled  to  elect  three  representatives  on  the  board, 
u        ^^^^^         asked  to  conduct  the  election 
It  has  .been  decided  to  grant  the  services  of  Water- 
bailiffs  Smith  and  Mugford  in  the  coming  season  to 
the  Dart  Angling  Association  on  the  usual  terms 
£0. — Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — We  are  having  mild  weather 
and  there  have  been  frequent  small  spates.  On 
Saturday,  Feb.  22,  there  was  a  furious  gale  which, 
in  all  but  sheltered  spots,  drove  anglers  and  their 
boats  off  the  river.  Judging  from  the  captures  in 
the  nets,  salmon  seem  to  be  running  daily,  and  a 
good  many  are  showing  in  the  pools.  But 
there  is  a  lot  of  snow  in  the  river,  and 
fish  are  bad  to  move.  In  the  Corby  water, 
Mr.  Reffit,  Mr.  Illingworth,  and  Mr.  Johnston 
have  each  had  a  fish.  At  Low  House,  Mr.  Fletcher 
two,  131b.,  171b.  Dr.  Murray  has  landed  three  at 
Brockenbank  and  the  Doctor's  Flat ;  Mr.  Edwards, 
three,  at  Armathwaite  Castle,  and  Mr.  Armstrong 
one,  201b.,  on  the  same  water.  Mr.  Waters  had  one 
171b.,  just  above  Carlisle.  The  Eden  is  so  far  doing 
much  better  than  the  Tweed,  where  disease  is  rife 
and  sport  very  poor. — Silver  Grey. 

Elan  Reservoirs.  —  No  tickets  have  yet 
been  issued.  Local  anglers  are,  however,  look- 
ing forward  to  an  early  start,  and  given  a 
recurrence  of  the  springlike  weather  which  was 
experienced  a  little  while  ago,  angling  would  soon 
begin  in  earnest.  Everj^thing  points  to  the 
season  being  a  good  one.  The  Estate  Agent  is 
receivmg  mquiries  from  all  parts  of  the  country, 
and  hotel  and  farmhouse  accommodation  for  Easter 
is  already  being  booked.  Early  anglers  are  recom- 
mended to  spin  for  the  big  fish  in  Pengarreg  reservoir 
Messrs.  Tribbeck  and  Pratt  of  Rhayader  have  issued 
a  useful  booklet  giving  a  mass  of  angling  informa- 
tion which  no  visitor  should  be  without.  They  will 
be  pleased  to  send  a  copy  to  any  applicant  (post 
tree).  Although  a  few  small  lots  of  trout  have  been 
taken,  trouting  on  the  Upper  Wye  has  not  vet 
become  general. — W.  B.  H. 

Exe  and  Barle. — The  Exe  and  Barle  are  early 
trout  rivers,  and  although  the  weather  conditions 
are  not  always  favourable  so  early  as  March  1  (the 
opening  day),  yet  anyone  who  is  on  the  spot  and 
18  fortunate  enough  to  have  a  mild  air,  with  some 
flun,  18  quite  likely  to  have  a  red-letter  day. 
February  Red,  Heron's  Blue,  and  Blue  Upright  are 
the  usual  flies. — Blue  Upright. 
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Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).  —  The  prospects  of 
coarse  anglers  before  the  season  closes  do  not  appear 
at  all  promising,  and  little  has  been  done  during 
the  past  week.  The  work  of  disposing  of  the 
stranded  whale  at  Hartland  has  been  at  a  standstill 
for  some  days,  but  eighty  gallons  of  oil  have  been 
taken  from  the  fish,  the  blubber  being  raised  to  the 
top  of  the  cUfls.  Some  pollack  have  been  caught 
at  Exmo^th  Pier  lately,  and  a  few  mullet  in  the 
dock.  Sport  generally  is  proclaimed  slow,  strong 
north-westerly  winds  spoiling  all  fishing. — Red 
Palmer. 

Lake  Coron  (Bodorg'an,  Ang'lesey).— Capital 
sport  has  been  obtained  since  last  report  and  the 
end  of  the  week,  when  the  storm  put  the  fish  off 
the  feed.  For  the  time  of  the  year  the  fish  are  in 
very  good  condition,  and  the  rivers  are  also  yielding 
good  sport.  Mr.  WiUiams,  Henblas,  had  twenty-five 
one  of  21b.;  Mr.  Robert  Hughes,  Llangristrolus', 
twenty-one  ;  Mr.  John  Jones,  Llangefni,  seventeen  • 
Mr.  Smith,  Rhosneigr,  three,  21b. ;  Rev.  A.  Keogh' 
twenty-six,  151b. ;  Mr.  Smithers,  six,  3^15.  ;  Mr' 
Mc Alpine,  eleven,  ll^lb. ;  and  Mr.  Owen  Williams^ 
three,  l^lb.  The  wind  since  the  great  cyclone  is 
north.  With  a  change  sport  will  improve  all 
round. — ^W.  H. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.  —  The  unsettled  and 
stormy  weather— there  is  an  improvement  this 
morning  (Feb.  26)— has  caused  many  anglers  to 
stay  at  home,  while  sport  appears  to  have  been  at 
a  very  low  ebb.  The  roach  are  still  off  feed ;  but 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  more  will  be  seen  of  the  fish 
when  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society's  competition 
IS  held  at  Rye  House  on  March  22.  A  better  part 
of  the  Lea  for  a  large  contest  could  not  have  been 
selected,  as  there  is  plenty  of  deep  water  holding 
big  roach— if  they  will  only  bite.  The  rains  have 
relreshed  the  river,  and  anglers  are  hoping  for  better 
baskets  in  the  public  reaches. — Izaak  Walton 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon).— The  river  is  again  in 
good  condition  for  all-round  fishing.  There  was  not 
much  week-end  fishing  owing  to  the  gale  upsetting 
the  water  on  Feb.  22,  although  a  nice  pike  was 
taken  on  Feb.  23,  weighing  13|lb.,  also  some 
moderate  bags  of  roach. — Arthur  Rolph. 

Luggand  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  streams 
are  m  good  condition  for  grayling  fishing.  The 
weather  has  been  fairly  good,  except  on  Feb.  2^ 
when  there  was  a  gale.  There  has  been  a  few 
anglers  out  with  fly.  Sport  has  been  fair,  but  no 
good  baskets  landed  of  late.  Prospects  for  sport 
are  good  with  fly. — Gwynne. 

Nene  (Peterborough).— Turbulent  weather  for 
several  days  has  upset  the  calculation  of  many  of 
our  anglers,  who  had  resolved  to  have  a  busy  time 
for  the  few  weeks  left  to  the  end  of  the  season,  and 
they  have  been  doomed  to  disappointment.  The 
water  got  into  fair  condition  by  the  end  of  last  week, 
and  some  good  sport  was  participated  in.  Mr.  Judd' 
Peterborough,  fishing  at  Elton  on  Feb.  24,  captured 
five  pike,  the  weights  ranging  from  61b.  to  41b  • 
and  Mr.  Robinson,  of  Watemewton,  landed  a  very 
fine  pike  weighing  12^1b.,  at  Waterhewton.  With 
the  ram  we  are  now  having,  the  river  is  swelling  out 
beyond  its  bed,  and  if  things  do  not  soon  change 
there  is  every  pro  pect  of  another  flood.— E  A  S 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— It  has  been  given 
out  that  the  season  on  the  preserved  water  of  this 
river  belonging  to  the  RoUe  Estate  will  open  on 
March  16.  Persons  who  want  tickets  will  do  well  to 
make  their  appUcation  in  time  to  the  Rolle  Estate 
Office,  Exmouth,  but  it  is  thought  that  a  very 


The  Trout  Flit  Dresser's  Cabinet  of  Devices,  or  Fsw  to 
Tie  Trodt  and  Grayling  Flies.— Can  be  had  post  free  for  2/3 
i  n  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  DunsUn's 
House,  Fetter  lane,  London.  Second  Edition.  By  H.  G 
McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "The  best  book  ever  written 
on  the  an^ect."— Fishing  Gazette. 


limited  number  will  be  issued.  Tho  river  is  low 
and  clear.  There  was  a  slight  rise  of  fly  on  Feb.  25 
about  noon,  and  some  good  fish  moved.  One  rod 
creeled  six  averaging  half-a-pound,  and  they  were  in 
fair  condition  for  the  time  of  the  year.  The  Otter 
is  an  early  river.  The  best  flies  are  Blue  Upright. 
February  Red,  and  Silver  Twist. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — Only  poor  sport  haa  been 
had  by  those  anglers  who  have  been  brave  enough 
to  face  the  elements  during  this  week  of  unsettled 
weather.  Pike  have  been  feeding  fairly  well  at 
times,  but  have  run  very  small.  The  water  is 
coloured  nicely  to-day  (Wednesday),  but  it  will 
soon  become  too  thick  if  we  have  much  more  rain. 
Pike  fishing  in  the  Huntingdon  waters  closes  to-day 
(Saturday). — Chas.  A.  Bryant. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — Ri\'er  in  grand  con- 
dition for  all-round  fishing.  Pike  have  been  feeding 
well  during  the  past  week.  Over  sixty  have  been 
taken,  and  to  see  the  condition  of  each,  with  the 
exception  of  about  five,  the  close  season  for  them 
ought  to  be  carried  into  effect  quite  a  month  earlier. 
The  fish  ranged  from  41b.  up  to  15 Jib.  We  have 
kept  a  goodly  number,  and  placed  them  in  some 
good  "  nurseries  ' '  to  spawn.  A  few  good  chub  have 
been  captured,  but  very  few  roach.  Prospects  are 
excellent.  The  St.  Ives  Angling  Society  closes  its 
pike  season  to-day  (Feb.  29),  and  it  would  be  bene- 
ficial to  many  other  rivers  if  they  would  follow  our 
example. — Edward  Collinson. 

Plymouth.. — The  fresh-water  fisherman  is  now  on 
the  look  out  for  March  1  for  the  Dart  fishing,  and 
March  2  for  the  Tavy  and  Plym  district.  The 
season  bids  fair  to  be  good.  Although  we  could  not 
grumble  with  the  last  one,  we  are  never  sorry  to  go 
one  better.  There  is  plenty  of  water  in  the  rivers, 
which  is  a  good  thing  for  the  commencement  of  the 
season.  I  have  had  good  reports  from  my  corre- 
spondents on  the  various  rivers,  and  they  are  all  of 
the  same  opinion  as  regards  the  amount  of  fish  in 
the  streams.  I  hear  that  several  salmon  have  run 
up  the  Dart,  and  some  are  still  on  the  lower  waters 
ready  to  go  up. — W.  Hearder. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).— The  water  is  still  in 
good  condition  for  roach  angling,  but  owing  no 
doubt  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  but  few 
anglers  have  been  out,  and  with  but  poor  results. 
It  simply  keeps  raining  every  day,  and  prospects 
for  the  week-end  are  very  doubtful ;  but  stdl, 
coloured  paste  or  brandlings  should  account  for 
some  good  fish. — W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — We 
were  fortunately  out  of  the  circle  of  the  great  gale 
which  swept  over  the  coimtry  at  the  week-end,  and 
the  effects  were  felt  but  in  a  moderate  form.  Rivers 
were  not  affected  and  sport  was  up  to  the  average. 
From  the  Ouse  in  the  Barcombe  district  Mr.  Holmes 
was  accredited  with  a  nice  pike  of  71b.,  and  iVIr.  Chesil 
with  a  smaller  fish.  A  few  roach  and  bream  were  cap- 
tured by  Mr.  Snelgrove,  and  Mr.  Lemco  roach  and 
chub.  Mr.  Bridger  had  a  few  roach  fromlsfield,  and 
Messrs.  Sweetman  and  Nicholas  also  had  good  sport 
with  roach.  The  heaviest  chub  taken  weighed 
1  lb.  14Joz.  A  few  good  roach  were  taken  from  the 
Arun — up  to  1  fib.— and  a  nice  pike  of  12 Jib.  above 
Pulborough  ;  roach  and  dace  fed  well  on  the  Adur, 
baskets  of  14ilb.  and  121b.  were  taken  by  Brighton 
visitors.  The  canal  at  Chichester  is  in  good  trim, 
several  pike  have  been  captured,  the  biggest  I  have 
seen  was  a  handsome  fish  of  101b.  taken  by  Mr. 
Gilmore.  A  fewi  bream  up  to  21b.  are  notified  and 
any  amount  of  small  fry. — George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (IT.  Devon). — Monday,  March  2,  will  find 
the  river  banks  with  many  an  anxious  fisherman. 
The  rivers  will  be  high  and  the  colour  not  too  much. 
The  large  rivers  will  be  fished  on  another  plan  this 
year,  the  few  who  were  favoured  with  free  fishing 
will  now  have  to  pay  a  sum  (not  yet  settled),  and 
no  other  attraction  but  the  artificial  fly  will  be 
permitted.  Trout  will  be  caught  by  the  old  style 
of  fly  as  used  for  years  past— Hare's  Flax  with  gilt 
or  silver  body. — Rusty  Gasie. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  is  in  capital  order 
for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  rough,  and 
angling  has  not  been  brisk.  A  few  rods  have  been 
out  with  fly  and  maggot.  The  fish  have  been 
feeding  better,  and  the  prospects  for  sport  are  good. 
Some  fair  dace,  roach,  and  chub  have  been  taken, 
and  a  few  small  pike. — S.  Ludlow. 

Usk  (Usk). — Since  my  last  report  fair  sport  with 
trout  was  obtained  up  to  Feb.  21,  but  since  then 
there  has  been  quite  a  hurricane,  and  angling  has 
been  out  of  the  question.  A  suitable  cast  for  use, 
when  the  weather  settles  down,  would  be  the  Olive 
Dim,  Powell's  Dark-bodied  Dun,  and  the  February 
Red  or  Apple  Green.  The  salmon  season  opens  on 
Monday  next.  The  river  is  reported  to  be  lull  of 
kelts,  which  shows  there  has  been  a  lot  of  fish  up 
to  spawn.  The  following  trout  "  kills  "  are  reported : 
— On  Feb.  19,  Mr.  R.  Rickards,  two  brace;  Mr! 
Cobb,  four  brace ;  Dr.  Hackett,  two  brace ;  Mr.  F. 
Cozens,  one  brace  ;  Mr.  S.  A.  Hiley,  one  brace ;  Mr! 
Lewin,  one  brace.    On  Feb.  20,  Mr.  G.  Lewin,  three 
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and  a  half  brace.  On  Feb.  22,  Mr.  Lewin,  one 
brace;  Mr.  Arthur  Jones,  two  brace;  Mr.  S.  A. 
Hiley,  two  brace;  Dr.  Hackett,  two  brace.  On 
Feb.  24,  Mr.  Lewin,  one  brace.  On  Feb.  25,  Mr. 
R.  Rickards,  two  and  a  half  brace  ;  Commander 
Spark,  one  brace. — T.  R. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derweut,  Ouse 
etc.  (Yorks). — Sport  up  to  Friday  last  was  very 
fair  all  round,  and  some  very  nice  catches  of  mixed 
fish  were  got ;  since  then  there  has  been  terrible 
gales    of    wind,    hail,    and    snow,    which  were 
against  the  week-end   fishermen.     The  weather 
has    continued  verj'  boisterous  and   cold  from 
the «  north  -  west.      All    the    Yoredale,     Swale- . 
dale,    Wharfedale,    Nidderdale,    and  Coverdale 
liills  were .  covered  with  snow  on  Feb.  24,  Very 
few  anglers  have  been  out,   and  sport  on  the 
whole  has  been  moderate,  although  some  nice 
grayling,  dace,  etc.,  were  caught  in  the  upper  waters 
of   the  Yore  on  Tuesday.     Sport  on  the  Swale 
has  been  fair  considering  the  weather.     In  the 
lower   waters  some  fine   catches  of    dace  have 
been  made.    The  report  read  at  the  meeting  of 
the    Black    Ox    Angling    Club,    Leeming,  the 
members  of  which  fish  the  Bedale  Beck,  shows  the 
club  to  be  in  a  very  satisfactory  position.  The 
annual  competition  in  September  last  was  a  verj' 
great  success,  Mr.  -J.  W.  Gill,  of  Skipton  Bridge, 
winning  the  ten  guinea  challenge  cup.  Captain 
Lascelles  was  re-elected  president,  and  Mr.  A.  E. 
Whitfield  secretary  and  treasurer.     At  the  close 
of  the  meeting  Mr.   John  Harkness,   on  behalf 
of  the  club,  presented  a  gold  watch  chain  to  Mr. 
Whitfield  as  a  shght  token  of  recognition  for  his 
services  as  hon.  secretary  and  treasiu-er  since  the 
formation  of  the  club,  now  thirteen  years  ago.  The 
prospects  for  the  coming  season  in  their  waters  were 
reported  as  good  as  ever  they  were.  The  angling  club 
which  preserves  the  Dove,  etc.,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Kirbymoorside,  have  just  placed  250  large- 
sized  trout  in  their  waters,  also  250  yearhng  trout. 
Prospects  for  sport  are  not  very  encouraging,  as  the 
wind  still  keeps  high  and  rain  threatens  to  fall 
again. — John  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Beauly  and  Conon. — The  Beauly  was  in  flood 
during  the  greater  part  of  last  week,  with  the  result 
that  very  httle  angling  was  done.  The  Hon.  Bernard 
C.  Maxwell,  Farlie  Brae,  as  well  as  the  fisherman 
at  Beaufort  Castle,  had  several  short  spells  on  the 
Beaufort  Castle  waters,  when  six  nice  sea-trout 
were  landed,  the  heaviest  21b.  8oz.  No  fresh-run 
salmon  were  met  with.  In  the  tidal  waters,  on 
Feb.  17,  19,  and  21,  the  Moniack  Castle  rod  was 
out  for  a  short  time,  -the  aggregate  catch  being 
ten  sea^ trout  scaling  111b.  8oz.  (heaviest,  21b.). 
Conon. — Very  successful  angling  continues  to  be 
had  on  the  Conon,  the  chief  reason  being  that  the 
river  has  been  mainly  in  flood,  and  that  the  net 
fishers  were  unable  to  operate  with  any  degree  of 
success.  Salmon  are  reported  to  be  passing  up  in 
fairly  large  numbers,  and  the  pools  are  well  stocked. 
On  the  Brahan  Castle  waters  and  the  Fairburn  beat 
of  the  river  during  the  week,  eighteen  salmon, 
scaling  an  average  of  81b.,  were  landed.  In  the 
tidal  waters  local  anglers  had  several  nice  baskets 
of  sea- trout,  weighing  from  8oz.  to  21b. — A.  R. 

Border  Hsk  and  Iiiddle. — In  consequence  of 
the  gale  on  Feb.  22  in  Eskdale  and  Lidderdale 
little  angling  has  been  done,  and  only  one  salmon 
has  been  landed  since  last  report,  and  that  in  the 
Netherby  reserved  Double  water.  A  good  many 
spring  fish,  however,  have  been  running  up  the 
Eden.  Although  the  netting  season  opene^  in  the 
Sol  way  Firth  on  Feb.  lion  the  English  side,  and 
on  the  Scottish  side  on  Feb.  25,  no  netting  has 
been  done.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  members  of 
the  Esk  and  Liddle  Fisheries  Association  was  held 
last  week  at  Langholm,  Mr.  J.  H.  Milne  Holme, 
chamberlain  to  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch, 
presiding.  The  treasurer's  accounts  for  the  past  year 
were  found  correct,  and  showed  a  satisfactory 
balance  in  hand.  The  meeting  took  into  considera- 
tion a  petition  by  anglers  in  Newcastleton,  asking 
for  an  extension  of  time  for  bait-fishing  from 
Sept.  15  to  the  end  of  September  in  the  River 
Liddle,  but  as  this  would  have  created  a  difference 
between  the  rivers  the  petition  wa^  not  granted. 
No  changes  were  made  at  the  meeting  in  the  rules 
of  the  association,  the  price;  of  tickets,  or  in  the 
dates  of  opening  and  closing  the  different  waters. 

 GiLNOCKIE. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  IT.B.). — Since 
last  reported  the  weather  has  been  too  stormy  for 
angling.  Saturday  last  was  a  terrific  day.  It  blew 
quite  a  hurricane  accompanied  by  a  heavy  down- 
pour of  rain,  which  continued  nearly  twenty-fo"r 
hours.  Woods,  plantations  and  buildings  more  or 
less  damaged  and  roads  blocked.  On  Feb.  24  Mr. 
John  Cameron  Fearn  on  Mr.  MacLeod's  rod  landed 
a  L61b.  clean  run  salmon  on  the  BraelangweU  water. 


Lord  Garrioch,  Belleville  House,  Ardgay,  has  had 
some  nice  sea-trout  on  the  Gledfield  water. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — For  some  time  the 
weather  conditions  have  been  Somewh&t  against 
anglers,  the  river  being  too  high  and  discoloured, 
and  the  results  were  disappointing  to  those  who  had 
ventured  out.  The  net  fishing  on  the  coast,  which 
is  also  governed  by  the  weather  conditions,  was 
backward  owing  to  the  high  winds,  and  little  was 
done.  In  some  cases  the  nets  received  damage. 
The  sea  has  been  running  pretty  heavy  along  the 
coast,  and  as  a  result  of  the  storm  the  Deveron 
found  a  new  outlet  to  the  sea.  Being  more  direct 
it  is  likely  to  prove  a  better  run  for  the  fish.  On 
Tuesday  rain  fell  heavily  throughout  the  day,  and 
the  wind  from  a  northerly  direction  was  bitterly 
cold.— H.  W. 

Loch  Ness  (Port  Augustus). — On  Feb.  II, 
Lieut.  Stevenson,  Fort  George,  one  salmon,  201b. ; 
on  Feb.  12,  two,  191b.  and  151b.;  on  Feb.  13,  one, 
18|lb.  ;  on  Feb.  14,  one,  171b.;  on  Feb.  17,  one, 
201b.  On  Feb.  11,  Colonel  Reid,  London,  one,  71b.  ; 
on  Feb.  13,  two,  ll^lh.  and  16Jlb.  ;  on  Feb.  14, 
one,  71b.  On  Feb.  13,  Mr.  P.  Tillard,  Edinburgh, 
one,  181b.;  on  Feb.  17,  one,  191b.  On  Feb.  11,  Sir 
W.  Roper,  one,  81b.  On  Feb.  20,  Mr.  J.  W.  Ashby, 
London,  one,  8 Jib. ;  on  Feb.  21,  one,  16 Jib.  On 
Feb.  21,  Mr.  Briggs,  Dimdee,  one,  71b. — R.  M. 
Cameron. 

Loch  Tay  (Eenmore  Hotel).— On  Feb.  19,  Mr. 

William  J.  Eraser,  Partick,  one  salmon,  221b.  On 
Feb.  20,  Mr.  Pashley,  Ross,  Hereford,  three,  191b., 
11  lb.,  and  81b.    Feb.  21  and  22  were  very  stormy. 

 P.  CXJBBIE. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— On  Feb.  18,  Mrs. 
J.  F.  Cameron,  Dollar,  one  salmon,  201b. ;  Mr.  H.  S. 
Collet,  London,  one,  161b. ;  Mr.  Jas.  Lord,  Rochdale, 
one,  151b.  On  Feb.  19,  Mrs.  Davidson,  Dalmuir, 
one,  161b.  ;  Mr.  Jas.  Lord,  one,  161b.  On  Feb.  20, 
Mr.  J.  A.  Richmond,  Glasgow,  two,  18lb.  and  151b., 
and  on  Feb.  21,  one,  191b.  Owing  to  the  very  high 
winds  boats  were  unable  to  venture  out  on  Feb.  21, 
22,  and  23.  Weather  is  now  settled,  and  loch  in 
good  order.  On  Feb.  25,  Rev.  J.  F.  Cameron,  two 
salmon,  161b.  and  171b.;  Mr.  Clegg,  Oldham,  one, 
271b.— H.  J.  Knight. 

Lyon  (Fortingall  Hotel). — On  Fortingall  Hotel 
water  on  Feb.  18,  Peter  Dewar  (keeper),  fishing  Sir 
Donald  Currie's  rod,  had  a  salmon  of  161b.  On 
Feb.  21  Mr.  H.  J.  Wright,  Keston,  Kent,  had  one  of 
1  8Jlb.  On  Feb.  22,  Mr.  W.  Holzapfel,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne.  had  one  of  161b.,  and  on  Feb.  24  Mr.  H.  J. 
Wright  had  another  of  191b. — R.  Stewart. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — The  river  rose  a 
foot  on  Feb.  22,  and  fish  were  on  the  run,  but  there 
is  a  decided  scarcity  of  them  in  the  river,  although 
they  are  well  spread  over  the  pools  from  the  mouth 
to  Balmoral.  The  gales  of  Monday  and  Tuesday 
literally  blew  anglers  off  the  water.  On  Tuesday 
afternoon  a  cast  was  got,  and  a  few  fish  killed.  On 
the  Invery,  Mr.  George  Davidson,  Cults,  had  one  of 
71b.,  and  on  Monday,  on  the  same  water,  Mr. 
Morrison  had  one  of  7Jlb.  On  the  Park  waters,  M. 
Riviere  creeled  three  on  Feb.  21  of  7 Jib.,  91b.,  and 
101b.,  poor  sport  for  the  season.  On  Durria  waters, 
Mr.  Meakin's  friends  have  had  about  twenty  fish 
since  the  opening,  and  Lord  Penrhyn's  gillies  about 
the  same  number,  but  they  have  not  seen  any- 
thing for  a  week  back.  On  the  Aboyne  waters, 
on  Feb.  24,  Mr.  Wilson  had  one  of  91b.,  and  Major 
Bethune  one  of  71b. ;  while  Messrs.  Lampson  and 
Warner,  London,  had  two  of  81b.  and  91b. ;  and 
two  of  7ilb.  and  81b.  On  the  Cambus  O'May 
water,  Mr.  Peddie,  Forfar,  had  one  of  61b.,  while  one 
was  got  on  the  Ballater  reaches.  Anglers  are  com- 
plaining bitterly  of  the  lack  of  fish,  and  blaming  the 
netting  which  is  going  on  at  the  mouth  of  the  river. 
The  North  and  South  Esks  opened  last  week,  and 
fair  sport  was  got.  The  Ythan  and  Ugie  opened  this 
week  (Feb.  25),  and  on  Monday  first  the  "  Brown 
Trout  Season"  opens  all  over  Scotland. — G.  M. 

South  Jof  Scotland. — The  Border  rivers  of  the 
Solway  part  of  the  district  opened  their  waters  for 
angling  on  Tuesday  morning.  The  conditions  of 
water  and  weather  were  favourable,  the  strong 
southerly  gales  that  had  beer^  blowing  since  Friday 
gave  way  to  milder  temperatures  and  softer  winds. 
A  moderate  number  of  anglers  were  out  on  the 
opening  day  having  their  first  cast  of  the  season. 
It  is  thought  that  the  westerly  gales  of  Friday  and 
Saturday  would  induce  spring  salmon  to  run  up  the 
Firth,  but  as  there  were  only  the  haaf-nets  fishing 
the  English  side  of  the  channel  no  reliable  data  is 
available  to  confirm  or  refute  this  statement.  A 
few  splendid  fish  have  been  taken  at  Bowness 
during  the  past  few  days.  Now  that  the  sal- 
mon nets  on  the  Scottish  side  are  opened  for  the 
season,  it  will  be  known  for  certain  by  the  end  of 
the  week  whether  fish  are  on  the  rim  or  not.  It  is 
probable  that  most  of  the  salmon  escaped  to  the 
rivers  last  week-end,  as  the  Scottish  nets  did  not 
open  until  the  morning  of  Feb.  25.  Waiting  on  the 
date  of  the  opening  day  (Tuesday)  the  returns 


have  not  come  in  in  time  for  me  to  include  in  this 
week's  report.     On  the  Aiman  a  number  of  anglers 
were  out  during  tlie  forenoon  on  the  lower  section, 
but  only  kelts  were  landed  and  returned.  Reports 
from  private  and  higher  waters  are  not  to  hand. 
Mr.  Brook's  licences,  which  embrace  that  portion 
from  the  north  side  of  Annan  Bridge  to  the  stone 
wall  at  the  head  of  the  Blackpool,  are  considered 
favourably  priced,  though  a  considerable  number 
of  the  working  classes  will  not  be  able  to  take  out 
their  whole  season  tickets.    Mi-.  Brook's  fees  are : — 
(1)  From  Feb.  25  to  Nov.  15,  £1    5s.;  (2)  from 
Feb.  25  to  May  15,  12s.  6d.  ;  (3)  from  May  15  to 
Sept.  1,  12s.  Od.  ;   (4)  from  Sept.  1  to  Nov.  15, 
12s.  6d.    Visitors'  tickets:— (1)  From  Feb.  25  to 
Jime    30,    3s.    per    week;     (2)    From    July  1 
to    Nov.    1.5,    7s.    6d.   per  week.    It;  i?  under- 
stood that  visitors  will  be  allowed  to  take  out 
the  more  extended  tickets  as  stated  above,  or  a 
whole  season  one  if  they  are  prolonging  their  stay 
during  the  angling  season.    Apprentices  and  boys 
are  also  to  be  allowed  to  fish  from  May  15  to  Sept.  1 
only,  for  7s.  6d.  and  2s.  6d.  respectively.    For  the 
lower  waters  belonging  to  Mr.  Mackenzie,  Newbie, 
situated  below  the  town  bridge,  the  terms  are 
7s.  6d.  per  season  for  locals  and  'visitors  aUke. 
Hoddom  Castle  and  Castlemilk  portions  are  to 
be  open   to    visitors  for  one  day  per  week  at 
3s.  6d.  per  day  for  the  former,  and  something  less 
for  Sir  Robert  Jardine's  portion.    The  Dumfries 
Nith  opened  its  angling  on  the  morning  of  Feb.  25, 
and  it  was  reported  that  a  few  rods  were  out  during 
the  day  on  the  different  stretches.    Yellow  trout 
will  not  be  taken  by  the  majority  of  anglers  before 
the  beginning  of  April  as  they  are  not  considered  in 
condition  before  that  time.    Sea- trout  will  not  be 
migrating  for  a  few  weeks  to  come,  and  they  axe 
rarely  taken  before  the  end  of  April.    There  was  a 
good  deal  of  snow  in  the  waters  on  the  opening  day, 
and  the  higher  hills  of  Dumfriesshire  and  Galloway 
were  quite  white. — Heathebbell. 

Spey  (Aherlour). — On  the  Aberlour  House  water 
the  following  fish  have  been  killed  by  James  Watt, 
fisherman: — On  Feb.  14,  one  of  61b.;  on  the  17th, 
two  of  7Ib.  land  61b.,  and  on  the  2l8t,  one  of  13'Jlb. 
The  river  ;is  growing,  and  the  recent  high  winds 
have  interfered  with  sport. — N.  L. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — The  weather,  and  river, 
which  had  remained  all  that  could  be  desired  since 
the  opening  day,  gave  place  on  Feb.  19  io  the 
cyclonic  disturbance  which  made  itself  felt  all 
over  the  kingdom.  However,  notwithstanding 
the  ideal  conditions  which  had  previously 
obtained,  sport  had  been  very  poor.  There  is  no 
scarcity  of  salmon  in  the  lower  and  middle 
reaches  of  the  river,  but  as  yet  no  lure  has  proved 
sufficiently  effective.  On  the  Knockando  (Mr. 
Hankey's)  water,  on  Feb.  19,  Mr.  D.  Shand,  fisher- 
man, killed  a  salmon  of  151b.,  and  on  the  Easter 
Elchies  water,  Mr.  W.  Craik,  fisherman,  one 
of  61b.  on  Feb.  20;  while  from  Mr.  Peto's 
Rothes  water,  on  Feb  18,  Mrs.  McKessack  had 
two  of  91b.  and  61b.  respectively.  From  the 
Arndilly  water,  Mr.  George  Riach,  fisherman,  landed 
three  salmon  weighing  6 Jib.,  81b.,  and  9lb.,  and 
from  the  Aikenway  House  reach  of  the  same  water, 
Mr.  J.  Dallas,  fisherman,  had  one  of  71b.  Up  to 
Feb.  19,  on  the  jDelfur  (Lord  Methuen's)  water, 
some  half  a  score  of  salmon  were  landed  since  the 
middle  of  the  previous  week. — J.  M. 

Tay. — The  river  during  the  past  week  has  been 
very  unsettled  owing  to  the  stormy  weather  pre- 
vailing the  greater  part  of  the  week.  The  water 
rose  a  few  feet  on  Sunday,  but  has  since  gone  back. 
For  week  ending  Feb.  24 : — Mr.  Graeme  Whitelaw 
killed  one  fish  of  171b.  on  Feb.  19,  one  of  161b.  on 
Feb.  20,  and  Mr.  Eaddie  had  two  of  161b.  each, 
on  the  Del  vine  water;  while  on  the  Murthly  Castle 
water,  Mr.  Whitelaw  took  one  of  141b.  on  Feb.  21, 
and  Mr.  Eaddie  one  of  171b.  on  Feb.  19.  Major 
J.  C.  Stringer  landed  one  fish  of  201b.  on  Feb.  18, 
and  two  of  231b.  and  221b.  on  Feb.  21,  on  Stanley 
water ;  while  Mr.  Coats'  boatman  killed  one  fish  of 
16Jlb.  on  Feb.  18,  and  another  of  5lb.  on  Feb.  24, 
on  Redgorton  water.  On  the  upper  reaches.  Major 
H.  J.  Pearith  caught  three  fish  of  191b.,  191b.,  and 
141b.  on  Dalguise  water  ;  Mr.  F.  A.  Dubs,  game- 
keeper, two  of  221b,  and  161b.,  on  Findynate  ;  and 
Mr.  A.  Brocklehxirst  one  of  131b.  on  Cloichfoldich. 
On  the  River  Tummel,  Mr.  A.  A.  J.  Bulter,  fishing 
the  Faskally  water,  caught  two  fish  of  15Jlb.  and 
15lb.  On  Saturday  and  Monday  last  the  weather 
was  too  windy  for  boats  to  go  out. — A.  A. 

Thurso  and  Brora. — On  the  Thurso,  Mr,  Miller, 
on  Beat  3,  got  one  fish  of  81b.  on  Feb.  1 5,  and  on 
Beats,  one  fish,  71b.,  on  Feb.  18;  Mr.  Munro,  on 
Beat  6,  one  fish,  81b.,  on  Feb.  18.  On  the  Brora, 
Major  Bumell  MUneshad  one  fish  on  Feb.  17,  and 
two  fish  on  Feb.  19.  Mr.  H.  McCorquodale,  one 
fish  on  Feb.  18,  and  one  on  Feb.  19.  Poor  sport 
has  been  got  during  the  week.  The  weather  was 
stormy  and  cold,  and  the  rivers  too  high. — Ultima 
Thule. 
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SALMON  FISHING. 

A   44|  FISH, 


Major  T.  writes  us  from  near  Ross,  Hereford,  April  24tli,  1907:— 

"  Please  send  four  more  of  your  Watchet  Baits,  and  please  repair  enclosed 
I  enclose  you  piece  of  Spinning  Line  round  the  box  (one  of  ours)  for  you  to  see 
what  I  killed  a  44  lb.  fish  on  yesterday." 


SALMON  SPINNING  RODS. 

WHOLE  CANE,  21/-,  25/-,  35/-  each. 
BEST  GREENHEART,  12  ft.  6  in.  to  14  ft.  6  in. 
Fitted  witli  AGATE  RINGS,  42/-  to  50/-. 

OUR    SALIYION    SPINNING  ICINGS 

are  unequalled  for  Strength  and  Reliability. 
No.  5.    100  yapdSj  18/6. 

TWISTED   WIRE  TRACES, 

9d.  each ;  8/6  pep  dozen. 


All  the  very  latest  Specialities  for  Salmon  Angling. 

NINE  GOLD,  SILVER,  AND  OTHER  AWARDS. 


OGDEN&SCOTFORD 

Pitivitte  Gates,  Cheltenham. 


We  are  introducing  a  line,  the  .  .  . 

SPIDER  WEB 

which  we  think  will  be  appreciated  by  all  those  who  fish  for 
Pike  in  the  "  artistic  "  and  sportsmanlike  style,  namely, 
SPINNING  from  the  Reel. 

It  is  well  known  that  an  ''undressed"  line  leaves  the  reel 
better  than  the  best  and  most  soft  "dressed"  line,  but  there 
were  disadvantages  about  an  "  utidressed"  line  (the  principal  one 
being  that  they  absorb  water  and  become  thick  and  clumsy),  so 
that  most  fishermen  have  adopted  "dressed"  lines.  Our 
SPIDER  WEB  Line  is  an  "■undressed"  line  made  of  a  special 
silk,  treated  in  a  special  manner,  and  twisted  extraordinarily  fine 
and  close.  We  have  given  it  thorough  and  practical  trial,  and 
we  venture  to  say  that  it  will  be  a  revelation  to  those  who  have 
been  casting  with  ordinary  lines;  a  longer  cast  and  a  more 
accurate  one  is  made,  and  it  leaves  the  reel  so  "sweetly"  that 
the  liability  to  overthrows  and  tangles  is  greatly  reduced,  and 
it  does  not  become  water-logged. 

AVe  make  three  sizes  : — 

X,  which  is  suitable  for  the  finest  light  bait  casting. 

which  is  suitable  for  fine  Pike  fishing. 

which  is  capable  of  dealing  with  any  Pike  that  are  likely  to  be 
caught ;  and  the  present  writer  would  only  be  too  glad  to 
be  fast  in  one  of  those  mythical  40-pounders  with  this  line 
on,  as  (although  not  at  all  a  thick  line)  the  breaking  strain 
is  much  above  the  possible"  pull  of  such  a  fish. 

ANY  TACKtE  DEALER  WILL  SUPPLY  THESE  "SPIDER  WEB"  LINES. 

Hy.  Milward  &  Sons,  Ltd., 

{Wliolesale.)  REOMTCH. 


Y, 
Z, 


"BEAUTIFULLY  COOL  AND  SWEET  SMOKING. 


OF  THE 
FINEST 
QUALITY 


OF  THE 
FINEST 
QUALITY 


TOBACCO 


AND 


CIGARETTES 


Sold  only  in  the  original  packets  and  tins,  and  may  be 
obtained  from  all  Stores  and  Tobacco  Sellers  of  repute. 


ROBERT  TURNBULL, 

Fisliing  Rod  and  Tackle  Manufacturer, 
10  &  12,   HANOVER   street,  Edinburgh. 


FINEST  SELECTION  IN  THE  WORLD  OF 
RODS  AND  TACKLE  FOR  ANY  WATER, 

Everything  fresh  and  ttji-to-date. 
Quality-THE  BEST.  Prices— RIGHT. 

ANGLERS  WOULD  DO  WELL  TO  ORDER  NOW. 


Telegrams,  "Tackle,  Edinburgh." 


CATALOGUES  FREE. 


J.  E.  MILLER, 

NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  DEPOT,  19,  New  Station  St.,  LEEDS. 


Telegrams:  "PISCATOR,  LEEDS.' 


Telephone  :  .No.  2601. 


New  Up-to-date  Stock  for 
Season  1908. 


CATALOGUE  POST  FREE, 


Rods,  Reels,  and  Waders  Overhauled 
and  Repaired  as  New. 
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left  in  the  "  hole  "  around  the  turbine-wheel  when 
the  factory  stops  working. — Tyro. 

Olencar  (co.  Kerry). — River  in  good  order,  but 
fierce  gales  for  the  past  few  days.  On  the  Hotel 
waters,  Lieut  -Col.  Rahilly  landed  one  salmon, 
9ilb. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Eillarney. — The  weather  has  been  wild  during 
the  week.  Fishing  has  been  difficult  on  some  days, 
and  quite  out  of  the  question  on  other  days.  At 
time  of  writing  the  weather  is  still  wild  but  is 
moderating. — T.  J.  D. 


Jlssocittitons,  eic. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  co]py  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening^s  post. 


Angmrs'  Association, 
Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden-lane,  Barbican,  E.G. 

The  general  committee  will  meet  at  Cripplegate 
Institute  on  Monday  next,  March  2,  at  8.30  p.m. — 
R.  G.  Woodruff. 


Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Xtivers. — 

On  Feb.  23  we  had  a  good  flood  of  from  three  feet 
to  four  eet,  and  coming  as  it  did  just  at  the  right 
time  the  salmon  anglers  on  the  main  rive  s  were  in 
high  spirits,  and  their  hopes  were  not  disappointed, 
as  the  following  catches  w  11  show.  To-day  (Wed- 
nesday) the  rivers  are  in  grand  ply,  the  late  flood 
having  cleared  them  of  any  deleterious  stuff  that 
misht  have  been  in  them.  The  following  are 
the  ta'ces  got  since  last  report : — The  Teviot  on 
Saturday  rose  about  half  a  foot,  and  no  fewer 
than  siv  spring  fish  were  got.  Mr.  R.  O.  Ormiston, 
Kelso,  killed  a  brace  of  clean-rim  salmon  at  the 
Cottage  stream  ;  on  the  Kaye  Braes,  Mr.  A.  Colbron 
and  Mr.  A.  Street,  jun.,  one  salmon  each ;  at  the 
Cottage  stream,  Mr.  Duncan  Hill,  Kelso,  and  Mr. 
Hogarth,  Heiton  Mi\l,  had  each  a  salmon  of  about 
91b.  weight.  Th'^re  were  other  anglers  out,  but 
they  were  unsuccessful.  All  the  fish  were  got  with 
minnow.  On  the  .Teviot,  Mr.  G«o.  Henderson, 
Ke'so,  killed  a  couple  of  clean-run  sea-trout  of  21b. 
each.  On  the  Ednam  House  water,  Mr.  James  Tait, 
Edenside,  on'  Monday,  had  a  clean-run  salmon  of 
161b.,  and  at  Hendersyde,  Mr.  Thomas  Pringle, 
fisherman,  had  one  salmon.  Floors  Castle  waters 
have  not  yet  been  fished.  On  the  Birgham  waters, 
on  Feb.  6,  Lady  Margaret  Home  caught  a  salmon 
of  171b. ;  General  the  Hon.  W.  S.  D.  Home,  a  brace 
of  191b.  and  131b. ;  the  Earl  of  Home  and  Captain 
Douglas  one  each  of  71b.  on  Feb.  7 ;  Lady  Laura 
Douglas,  one  of  the  same  weight ;  Mr.  G.  Currv,  one 
of  121b.  ,  on  Feb.  8  ;  Major  Hunter,  one  of  151b.,  on 
Feb.  10.  On  the  Car  ham  water,  Mr.  WOliam  Robson, 
fisherman,  had  a  salmon  of  191b.,  and  at  Lennell 
Mr.  Taylor  had  a  fish  of  201b.  Mr.  Goode  had  a  fish 
of  191b.  and  three  clean-run  sea- trout  of  31b.,  31b.,  and 
41b.  Mr.  Bite,  Holland,  killed  four  salmon  of 
171b..  131b.,  71b.,  and  61b.,  while  Mr.  H.  Goode 
had  a  fish  of  151b.  The  netting  season  opened  on 
the  Tweed  on  Saturday  last,  and  on  the  whole  it 
was  a  thoroughly  good  beginning. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bandon  River  (co.  Cork). — The  following  salmon 
were  landed  during  the  week : — Mr.  W.  Bevan,  one, 
14ilb.  ;  Mr.  R.  Harman,  one,  8|lb.  ;  Mr.  •  J.  A. 
Allman,  one,  8Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Thomas  Tanner,  one, 
17ilb. ;  Mr.  W.  Duke,  two,  201b.  and  81b. ;  Mr.  D. 
Wren,  two,  141b.  and  9>\\h.  ;  Mr.  J.  Nicholls,  one, 
SJlb.  ;  Mr.  W.  Bennett,  one,  151b.;  Mr.  J.  H. 
Morton,  one,  141b. ;  and  Mr.  Michael  j^Milner,  one, 
91b. — Wm.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Belfast  and  District. — At  time  of  writing  the 
rivers  are  all  high  and  thick  after  the  heavy  rain  and 
windstorm  of  the  past  few  days  The  streams 
which  open  to-morrow  should  be  in  good  order. 
The  R.I.C.  (Belfast)  Anglers'  Club  will  hold  their 
annual  trout  fishing  competition  on  the  Bush,  by 
permission  of  Lord  Macnaghten,  on  April  11,  when 
Mr.  J.  A.  Barlowe  will  act  as  judge. — J.  A.  B. 

Black-water  River  (co.  Cork). — The  stormy 
weather  prevailing  for  the  past  week  almost  put  a 
stop  to  fishing.  Sport  poor  on  the  BallyduS 
water.  Judge  Shand's  fisherman  had  one  salmon, 
101b.,  and  on  the  Mocollop  water  Mr.  Hugh  Logan 
one,  171b. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Boyne  (Navan). — The  small  flood  in  the  early 
part  of  last  week  rapidly  ran  off,  leaving  the  river 
still  exceptionally  low  for  the  time  of  year,  but  it 
brought  a  small  stock  of  heavy  fish  forward  into 
the  Blackcastle  upper  water,  where  Sir  Francis  Ley 
and  gupst  had  a  few  days'  excellent  sport.  On 
Feb.  19,  they  had  four,  of  241b.,  211b.,  leilb.  and 
141b. ;  on  Feb.  20,  five,  of  24Jlb.,  231b.,  201b.,  161b. 
and  91b  ;  on  Feb.  21,  six,  of  281b.,  22^1b.,  221b  , 
17^1b.,  171b.  and  16-i-lb. ;  on  Feb.  22,  three,  of 
211b.,  171b.  and  171b.;  on  Feb.  23,  one  of  81b., 
total  nineteen  for  the  week.  I  cannot  hear  of  any 
fish  having  been  taken  above  the  Slane  Fisheries, 
except  on  Upper  Blackcastle ;  and  until  a  decent 
flood  comes,  no  further  sport  need  be  expected 
Later. — Since  above  was  written,  I  hear  that 
yesterday  (Feb.  25)  one  fish  was  got  on  Lower 
Blackcastle,  by  Mr.  Boylan,  and  one  on  the  Black- 
water  Mills  Fishery,  by  Mr.  Sclater's  guest,  but  I 
have  not  the  weights. — Boyne  Ranger. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal). — Stormy  weather 
has  prevailed  since  last  report,  and  heavy  rainfalls 
have  kept  the  river  in  high  flood,  yet  Mr.  J.  Johnston 
recently  landed  two  fresh  run  salmon  of  91b.  and 
7ilb.,  and  Mr.  McDonnell,  one  of  7|lb.  The  weather 
continues  stormy  at  time  of  writing. — M.  Bogan 
AND  Sons. 

Deal  (Limerick). — The  season  opened  on  Feb.  1, 
the  worst  so  far  for  ten  years,  a  great  number 
of  kelts  being  in  the  river.  Last  week,  Messrs. 
Browning  caught  three  fresh-run  salmon  of  121b., 
111b.,  and  9lb.,  and  Messrs.  Sheahan  two  of  101b. 
and  8|lb.  The  law  as  to  whether  a  grating  is  to  be 
put  in  the  canal  leading  to  Hewson's  Carbide  Factory 
is  still  undecided  in  the  King's  Bench.  The  fish 
run  up  when  the  factory  is  working,  and  are  then 


Iiee  River  (co.  Cork). — Fierce  gales  have  pre- 
vailed for  the  past  week,  making  fishing  very 
difficult.  On  the  Fargus  Fishery  four  salmon  were 
landed:  Lieut. -Col.  Curtis,  R.A.M.C.,  two  of  14lb. 
and  161b.  ;  Mr.  Riely,  two,  8Ib.  and  91b.,  on  Lee 
Mount;  Mr.  J.  Lindsav,  one,  81b.,  on  Neillville; 
Mr.  R.  Nettles,  one,  71b.,  at  Macroom ;  Mr.  Miller 
had  a  fine  fish,  181b.,  at  the  "  Leap  "  ;  Mr.  Smithson, 
two,  81b.  and  1 1  lb.,  at  Ashton ;  Mr.  C.  W.  Ashe, 
one,  121b.,  at  Inniscarra;  Major  Hamilton,  one, 
101b.,  at  the  Waterworks;  Mr.  Baker,  one,  21  lb., 
and  Mr.  J.  McAuliff,  one,  71b. — W.  Haynes  and 
Son. 

Iiough  Currane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). 

— The  weather  continues  wild,  and  very  little  fishing 
was  possible  during  the  week.  Only  one  salmon 
was  had,  namely,  one  of  lOlb.,  caught  by  Ned 
Dennehy  with  the  fly.  Better  takes  of  salmon 
were  had  at  the  weir  on  the  river  last  week.  Only 
fifteen  salmon  have  been  taken  by  anglers  on  the 
lake  since  the  season  opened. — T.  J.  D. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Water  in  good  order. 
Spring  fish  coming  in,  but  not  rising  well  owing  to 
showers  of  snow,  hail,  and  sleet.  If  the  weather 
settles,  there  will  be  a  good  chance  of  a  fish.  During 
the  last  few  days  a  few  good  baskets  of  trout  were 
taken  with  the  fly.  Fishing  on  Lough  Conn  is  poor, 
the  water  being  too  high,  and  will  be  for  some  time. 
— John  Devees. 

Moy  (Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen,  Ballina,  co- 
Mayo). — Weather  altogether  against  angling  during 
the  past  week.  Mr.  P.  Rowe  had  one  salmon,  121b., 
Mr.  Rooch,  one  salmon,  11  lb.  Some  nice  sea- trout 
were  got  in  the  lower  part  of  the  river.  A  big 
number  of  spring  salmon  must  be  ascending  to  the 
loughs  owing  to  the  high  flood,  and  the  salmon 
weirs  are  accounting  for  a  good  number  passing. 
Some  fine  weather  is  wanting  for  good  sport. — 
Jim  Hearns  and  Son. 

Shannon  (Athlone). — Angling  for  salmon  was 
poor  for  the  last  week  owing  to  the  storms.  Fish 
were  very  plentiful  going  up  stream  over  the  weir, 
and  from  the  large  quantities  that  have  passed  here 
must  make  a  record  higher  up  at  Yarmonbarry ; 
not  for  twenty  years  have  I  noticed  so  many.  There 
were  a  few  taken  here,  small  fish,  but  fishermen 
could  not  remain  out  owing  to  the  tempestuous 
weather.  Captain  Ramsden,  R.F.  A.,  is  stUl  holding 
the  top  of  the  list  for  the  week. — Frank  BROvras. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— Weather  rather  cold 
and  stormy  with  some  rain  ;  water  in  good  order. 
On  Doonass,  the  fishermen  killed  one  salmon,  251b. 
On  Hermitage,  Mr.  S.  C.  Vansittart  killed  two 
salmon,  22lb  and  271b.  On  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham's 
Castle  fishery  the  fishermen  killed  one  salmon,  231b. ; 
Mr.  J.  Enright,  one  salmon,  361b. — John  Enright 
AND  Son. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — The  recent  very  unsettled 
weather  has  stirred  the  water  so  much  and  ren- 
dered it  so  extremely  thick  that  only  at  rare 
intervals  have  anglers  been  enabled  to  fish  with  any 
reasonable  prospect  of  success,  and  general  results 
have  been  exceptionally  poor,  though  on  two  occa- 
sions a  fair  number  of  tiny  codlings  have  rewarded 
the  efforts  of  all  present.  But  the  only  sizeable 
codling  taken  throughout  the  present  week  was  one 
of  about  l|lb.,  which  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Scott  on 
Feb.  23.  Mr.  Argles,  Mr.  Glen,  Mr.  Sullie-Smith, 
Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Hodstock,  Mr.  Band,  Mr.  Hayward, 
Mr.  Paul  Smith,  and  a  few  others  have  spent  many 
hours  daily  upon  the  pier,  but  their  total  quarry 
was  not  worthy  of  record.  A  few  dabs  have  at 
times  fallen  to  various  rods,  but  the  general  run  of 
them  has  been  small. — J.  Richardson. 

Plymouth. — The  sport  has  been  rather  varied 
during  the  last  week,  strong  winds  are  not  very 
pleasant  when  fishing  from  a  pier  or  from  the  rocks, 
and  I  see  that  the  force  of  the  wind  was  at  times 
58  miles  an  hour.  The  mullet  are  still  about  in 
great  nimibers,  but  are  very  shy  of  bait  still ;  they 
are  very  large,  and  show  plenty  of  sport.  PoUack 
are  rather  slack  in  sporting  just  now,  but  a  few 
nice  ones  have  been  brought  in.  The  smelt  are  very 
large  at  the  present  time,  and  I  do  not  think  I  have 
ever  seen  them  so  fine ;  some  have  measured  as 
much  as  seven  inches  in  length. — W.  Hearder. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
At  the  usual  weekly  meeting  on  Feb.  19  (Mr. 
Sparks  in  the  chair)  it  was  arranged  that  our  outing 
in  the  Uxbridge  section  of  the  society's  water 
should  take  place  on  Sunday,  March  8,  continuing 
at  Harefield  the  following  Sunday  if  necessary. 
The  fourth  netting,  which  took  place  on  Sunday  last, 
was  the  most  successful  we  have  had,  over  600 
fish  being  taken,  making,  with  those  previously 
captured,  over  2000  fish  placed  in  the  society's 
water  during  the  last  month.  There  were  very  few 
fish  that  were  not  sizeable,  and  some  scores  of 
specimens.  The  dace  and  roach  ruled  very  large, 
and  most  of  these  being  placed  in  the  true  bed  of 
the  Colne.  Harefield  section,  should  thrive  well  and 
give  grand  sport  next  season.  The  Rickmansworth 
section  has  not  been  forgotten,  and  eighty  pike 
were  placed  in  the  Uxbridge  section. — H.  W.  S. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 

Founded  in  1893,  the  Society  completed  in  1906 
its  fourteenth  year  of  existence.  On  Wednesday 
the  members  found  themselves  without  a  chairmaA. 
The  whole  of  the  officers  had,  under  the  rules,  gone 
out  of  office.  The  new  ones  were  not  yet  elected,  so 
the  members  exercised  their  undoubted  rights  and 
elected  their  old}friend,Mr.C.O.  Minchin.  Upon  taking 
the  chair  he  was  greeted  with  most  cordial  applause. 
Business  was  very  quickly  disposed  of — Notice  read, 
minutes  confirmed,  report  and  accounts  taken  as 
read,  adoption  proposed  and  seconded,  discussed  and 
carried  by  acclamation  as  so  satisfactory  as  report 
of  a  successful  year  deserved  to  be.  The  chairman 
congratulated  the  members  upon  their  success. 
Their  financial  position  continued  to  be  a  strong 
one.  The  cash  balance  at  Dec.  31  was  over  £700; 
979  of  the  members  had  at  that  date  paid  their 
subscriptions,  and  they  were,  of  course,  pouring  in  in 
J anuary.  Their  list  of  fishing  stations  was  practically 
closed,  having  reached  the  number  of  500,  but 
any  very  good  ones  discovered  might  yet  be  added. 
As  the  nominations  for  election  on  the  committee 
numbered  the  same  as  the  vacancies,  there  was  no 
ballot,  the  whole  of  the  committee  and  officers 
being  elected  unanimously,  the  only  changes  from 
last  year  being  the  addition  of  J.  J.  Joicey,  Esq., 
to  the  list  of  vice-presidents,  and  the  substitution 
of  Edgar  Newton,  Esq.,  for  O.  L.  Summers,  Esq., 
on  the  committee.  The  auditors,  Harry  Barker, 
Esq.,  F.C.A.,  and  Richard  H.  Nerney,  Esq., 
F.C.A.,  were  thanked  and  reappointed.  The 
chairman  was  warmly  thanked  for  all  he  had 
done  for  the  society.  So  was  Mr.  Pickup,  the 
secretary,  to  whose  imremitting  and  successful 
labours  Mr.  Minchin  bore  high  testimony,  and  so 
also  was  Mr.  Waller,  whose  successful  administra- 
tion of  the  club  canteen  left  the  members  much 
indebted  to  him  for  his  voluntary  services. 
On  Wednesday  next  Mr.  Alfred  Powell  will  open  a 
discussion,  "  Do  Salmon  Feed  in  Fresh  Water  ?  " 
and  on  March  11  the  annual  dinner  will  be  held  at 
the  Hotel  Cecil,  the  Lord  Desborough  in  the  chair. 
Tickets  should  be  secured  at  an  early  date. — H.  P. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

The  meeting  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  25,  was  genially 
presided  over  by  Mr.  Frank  Stewart.  There  was  a 
fine  display  of  fish,  two  big  trays  of  pike,  filled  to 
overflowing,  being  exhibited  respectively  by  Mr. 
E.  W.  Cox  (Mapledurhara),  best,  11  lb.  loz.,  three 
largest,  201b.  5oz. ;  and  Mr.  F.  James  (R.  Wye), 
best  of  six  good  fish,  lOJlb. ;  Mr.  C.  F.  Haynes  also 
reporting  a  fine  catch  of  601b.,  best  8|lb.,  besides 
other  pike,  up  to  8^1b.,  on  another  occasion  ;  good 
jack. — eleven  up  to  51b. — had  also  been  taken  by 
Mr.  W.  Mcintosh,  and  also  some  first-class  roach, 
twelve  of  them  averaging  1  Jib.  each ;  Mr.  F.  Stewart 
and  Mr.  Ansell  had  also  taken  several  good  jack, 
up  to  5lb.,  at  the  society's  Wraysbury  water,  con- 
cerning which  valuable  information  was  supplied 
by  Messrs.  Isaacs  and  Tyerman  ;  other  reports  being 
also  made.  Mr.  Jesse  Birch  (Southend)  sent  up  for 
inspection  a  curious  long  line  for  sea  fishing,  which 
had  been  exhibited  as  evidence  in  an  important 
lawsuit — concerning  lug  worms,  etc. — the  peculiarity 
being  that  thorns  were  used  in  the  place  of  hooks. 
Two  gentlemen  were  nominated  for  membership, 
ballot  March  1 7  ;  there  will  also  be  a  ballot  at  next 
meeting.  Mention  was  made  of  pike  and  perch 
competitions  on  March  3,  when  a  medal  is  offered 
in  each  class.    The  annual  dinner,  which  takes 
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ANDERSONS 

GOLD  MEDAL 

FISHING 


I     WATEBPBOOr.  .  vi/«<sr 


THIRTY-ONE  PRIZE  MEDALS 
AND  AWARDS. 


FOR 

MEDIUM 

WEAR. 


CATALOGUES   POST  FREE  ON  APPLICATION, 

ANDERSON,  ANDERSON  &  ANDERSON,  Ltd. 

RUBBER,  WATERPROOF  and 
OILSKIN  MANUFACTURERS 

BROGUES 


*"SANDEMAN." 

Leather  and  Canvas.    No.  1  Quality. 
Sizes,  8's  to12's  32/6 
M     13's    35/- 


FOR 

LIGHT 
WEAR. 


"SEVERN." 

Leather  and  Canvas. 

Sizes,  7's  to  12's    22/6 

II     13's    25/- 


*  *•  TILT," 

Leather  and  Canvas.  No.  2  Quality. 

c-Sizes,  8's  to  12's    27/6 

II     13's   30/- 


"TILT"  SHOE. 


"  NEVERSLIP"  SHOE. 


No.  2  Quality.  RUBBER  SHOE. 

Sizes,  7's  to  12's  25/-       Sizes,  6's  to  12's    12/6.  Sizes,  7's  to  12's  25/- 


Xliese  Brogues  are  Brandedl  "  Andersons'  London   Gold   IVIedal  Bx>o^i 


BAGS 


\ 


"EXPANDING"  SALMON. 

Ends  can  be  folded  in. 
14.  in.  by  11  in.   10/6 


NEW  "FREKE," 
Detachable  Rubber  Lining. 

Witli  Without 

Liniiin.  Lining. 

11/6  9/6 

13/6  10/6 

16/6  12/6 

19/6  14/6 


'*  PICKERING  "  SALMON. 

Will  fold  into  small  compass. 
35  in.  by  13  in.  7/6 


No.  1  (18  by  11) 
No.  2  (19  by  12) 
No.  3  (22  by  13) 
No.  4  (25  by  15) 


AS/ 


"B.S.A."  BOAT  CUSHION. 

15  in.  by  9i  in.  Stout  Twill  7/6 


rOLDEO 

m 


FOLDING 
WATERPROOF 
SEAT. 

14  in.  by  lOin.  •••  1/6 
16  in.  by  12  in.  2/- 


RUBBER  SEAT  MATS. 

14  in.  by  10  in.    5  6     15  in.  by  11  in.  6  6 
16  in.  by  12  in.         7  6 

CANOE  MATS. 

15  In.  by  ID  in.         2  6. 


"LUNCH  AND  TACKLE." 

Adjustable  to  any  Creel,  2/- 


WATERPROOF  GLOVES. 

With  Fingers,  Without  Fingers. 

6/6  &  7/6  2  6 


37,  aUEEN  VICTORIA  ST.,  E.C.    LONDON.  58  59,  CHARING  CROSS,  S  W 

For  Fl.hl.,„  °-  '''ah-class  Dealer  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
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place  on  March  10,  also  received  attention,  when 
tliQ  esteemed  president,  Mr.  F.  B,  Mildmay,  is 
expected  to  take  the  chair.  There  will  be  an  outing 
to  Wraysbury  on  Saturday  (Feb.  29),  when  an 
adjacent  water  will  be  netted  for  the  C.L.P.S. 
fishing.  A  supper  will  be  afterwards  held  at  the 
Old  Five  Bells,  Horton.  The  usual  C.L.P.S.  toast, 
also  that  of  "The  Successful  Anglers"  and  "The 
Chairman"  brought  the  meeting  to  a  close. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
The  annual  general  meeting  was  held  in  the 
Bristol  Room  on  Tuesday  last,  under  the  able  presi- 
dency of  Mr.  A.  G.  Spaull.  The  proceedings  were 
of  a  most  harmonious  character  throughout,  and 
the  society  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  its  present 
position  and  future  outlook.  The  report  and  balance 
sheet  were  unanimously  adopted.  The  Right  Hon. 
Lord  George  Hamilton  was  re-elected  president, 
and  Sir  E.  Birkbeck,  Major  the  Hon.  E.  R.  Bourke, 
R.  B.  Marston,  Esq.,  and  Mark  Davies,  Esq., 
again  elected  as  \'ice-presidents.  Two  new 
honorary  members  were  added  to  the  list — 
A.  C.  Boswell,  Esq.,  and  H.  T.  Sheringham,  Esq. 
The  officers  for  the  past  year  were  duly  thanked  for 
their  services  and  all  re-elected.  All  the  old 
members  of  the  committee  were  re-elected,  together 
with  Messrs.  E.  Blagrave  and  F.  Ley.  The  two 
latter  gentlemen  were  awarded  the  thanks  of 
the  meeting  for  their  services  as  auditors  of  the 
accounts.  It  was  easy  to  gather  from  the  tone  of 
the  meeting  that  all  present  were  resolved  to 
keep  the  Gresham  well  to  the  front,  and  do 
their  utmost  for  the  best  interests  of  angling 
in  all  its  aspects.  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray,  in  propos- 
ing a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman, 
congratulated  the  members  on  their  choice,  and 
was  sure  that  the  expeditious  way  in  which 
the  business  was !  handled  was  largely  due  to  Mr. 
Spaull's  energy  and  courtesy.  During  the  evening 
some  splendid  photographs  of  scenery  were  shown 
by  Mr.  B.  W.  Thomas,  and  it  is  hoped  Mr.  Thomas 
will  exhibit  some  more  one  evening  when  greater 
facilitie?  for  their  enjo3maent  will  be  present..  Fishing 
reports  were  poor,  but  it  is  satisfactory  to  record 
that  Mr.  A.  F.  Cowley  had  a  nice  pike  of  over  161b. 
from  the  Arun  on  Sunday  last. — Hon.  Sec. 


BEITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


ABYSSAL  FISH  LIFE. 


It  was  reported  in  our  last  number  that  Mr. 
Boulenger,  F.R.S.,  of  the  Natural  History  Museum, 
South  Kensington,  read  a  paper  upon  the  above 
subject  to  the  members  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society  on  Feb.  1 9.  The  following  is  an  abstract 
of  the  paper : —  ' 

Mr.  Boulenger  defined  deep  sea  animals  as  those 
living  below  the  100  fathoms  line,  at  such  depths 
as  to  be  scarcely  affected  by  light  or  temperature, 
and  at  such  depths  as  to  require  special  adaptation 
to  stand  enormous  pressure.  Before  the- great  ex- 
pedition of  the  Chxillenger,  1 872-6,  our  knowledge  of 
them  was  very  fragmentary  indeed. 

True,  Portuguese  fishermen  at  Setubal  had  for 
two  centuries  been  using  lines  to  a  depth  of 
600  fathoms  for  dogfish.  Recent  soundings  now 
show  the  greatest  depth  of  the  sea  to  be  about 
32,000  feet  near  the  Kuril  Islands;  in  the 
Mediterranean  about  13,000  feet.  This  having 
been  realised,  the  question  naturally  arose  as  to 
how  far  life  extended  into  these  abysses.  The 
first  scientific  indications  were  furnished  by 
the  "  Bull  Dog  "  expedition  of  1 866,  followed  by 
others  from  this  country  of  which  that  of  the 
Challenger  is  most  famous.  Other  countries  have 
also  contributed  to  our  knowledge,  and  now 
every  year  bring  to  our  knowledge  forms  of 
animal  life  hauled  up  from  very  great  depths. 
The  apparatus  for  their  capture  has  been 
greatly  perfected,  making  it  "certain  that  nothing 
enters  between  the  surface  and  the  bottom.  As  we 
go  lower  and  lower,  the  water  is  colder.  At  about 
12,000  feet  it  is  httle  above  the  freezing  point  of 
fresh  water.  At  1,400  feet  absolute  darkness 
prevails,  and  as  no  plant  can  live  without  light, 
the  vegetable  kingdom  is  unrepresented.  There 
are  no  currents,  oxygen  is  scarce,  the  tempera- 
ture is  uniform.  No  wonder  that  animals  fitted  to 
live  under  such  conditions  should  difler  widely  from 
those  occurring  near  the  surface.  Their  visual 
organs  have  become  modified.  The  eyes  are  either 
enormous,  to  make  the  most  of  the  little  light 
furnished  by  luminous  organisms,  or  very 
much  reduced,  even  entirely  lost.  Many  of 
the  fish  themselves  bear  luminous  spots  on  the 
head  or  the  body.  Coloured  red  or  dark  brown, 
qtiite  black  or  colourless,  as  the  result  of  the 
darkness,  and  there  are  none  of  the  beautiful  or 
curious  markings  which  attract  the  eye  in  their 


surface  congeners.  Their  large  mouths  and  often 
formidable  dentition  show  that  they  are  carnivorous, 
and  even  caunibah.  The  pressure  at  these  depths 
amounts  to  a  ton  weight  for  every  1 ,000  fathoms  of 
depth,  and  has  resulted  in  a  special  conformation  of 
their  tissues.  Tlie  osseous  and  muscular  systems 
are  very  fully  developed.  Bones  of  fibrous, 
cavernous  texture,  and  very  little  calcareous 
matter,  and  they  contain  a  great  proportion 
of  gases  in  solution.  When  hauled  up,  many 
of  the  specimens  are  only  secured  in  a  very 
damaged  condition.  Temperatures  being  uniform 
the  species  are  very  evenly  distributed,  and  are 
found  in  the  Arctic  circle  and  in  tropical  seas  of 
identical  form.  It  was  predicted  that  we  should 
find  among  them  types  fundamentally  different 
from  the  surface  fish,  and  that  types  now  believed 
to  be  extinct  would  be  found  in  these  abysses. 
But  it  is  not  so.  They  are  merely  modi- 
fications of  the  surface  forms  from  which 
they  are  believed  to  be  derived,  with  which  many 
of  them  are  completely  connected  by  a  number  of 
intermediate  types.  Leaving  out  sharks  and  eel- 
shaped  forms,  the  largest  deep-sea  fish  is  only  five 
feet  long. 

There  are  800  kinds  of  deep-sea  fish  known,  and 
the  greatest  depth  from  which  they  have  been 
obtained  is  2,750  fathoms. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  paper  attention  was 
drawn  to  the  slides  giving  examples  of  different 
species  of  Maerurvs  showing  enormous  eyes,  followed 
by  the  blind  fishes,  Typhlonus  and  Aphyontis, 
in  which  the  eyes  have  disappeared.  The  telescope 
eyes  of  Qigantura  Winteria  and  Argyso  Peleus, 
which  protrude  from  their  sockets,  and  are  directed 
forwards  or  upwards,  rare  examples  of  binocular 
vision  in  fishes.  Fishes  with  enormous  mouths  able  to 
swallow  a  prey  larger  than  themselves,  Chiasnwdus, 
Odontostomas,  Malacosteus,  Megalopterynx,  Coryno- 
lophus  and  Melanocetus.  As  all  these  had  no  other 
than  the  scientific  names,  the  lectvirer  declared  he 
was  forced  to  use  them.  To  show  the  tactile  fila- 
ments with  which  some  deep  sea  fishes  were  pro- 
vided a  picture  of  Bathyptsroie  was  thrown  on  the 
screen. 

Many  are  provided  with  luminous  organs,  phos- 
phorescent spots  on  the  body  or  on  the  tentacles 
about  the  head  connected  with  the  nervous  system 
of  the  so-called  lateral  line,  the  luminous  or 
oxydizing  power  of  which  is  more  or  less  under  their 
control.  Some  have  lenses  like  a  bull's-eye  lantern. 
No  doubt  they  enable  the  fishes  to  find  each  other 
in  the  darkness,  and  also  in  attracting  prey. 
Examples  shown,  Photichthys  and  Halosaurus,  also 
of  Stylophorus,  an  extraordinary  larval  with 
pedunculate  eyes. 

Finally,  attention  was  drawn  to  the  various 
stages  in  the  development  of  the  common  eel,  which, 
although  familiar  to  most  people  as  a  fresh  water 
fish,  descends  to  great  depths  in  the  sea  for  the 
purpose  of  breeding,  the  young  making  for  the  fresh 
water  only  after  a  prolonged  stay  in  the  sea,  where 
they  pass  through  a  series  of  metamorphoses. 

The  chairman  and  lecturer  were  thanked,  and 
the  subject  was  fully  discussed  by  the  members. 
Mr.  Cunninghatn,  the  well-known  biologist  of 
Plymouth,  contributing  most  valuable  information 
as  to  the  eel,  which  he  declared  after  spawning  in 
the  great  abysm  of  the  sea,  died,  and  never  re- 
visited fresh  water.  H.  P. 


THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

A  meeting  of  the  executive  committee  took 
place  on  Tuesday  last,  Feb.  25,  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley, 
vice-chairman,  presiding  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  J.  A. 
Chisholme,  the  following  members  being  present : — 
Messrs.  W.  H.  Barber  (Anglers'  Association),  A. 
Drinkwater,  A.  J.  Dryland,  G.  Dunton,  G.  H. 
Gordon,  A.  Hancock  (Hon.  Official  Netsman),  H. 
Pincott-Hill,  F.  Sands,  F.  J.  Tomlinson,  H.  Davey- 
Turner  (Hon.  Solicitor),  H.  Warren,  R.  G.  Woodruff 
(Anglers'  Association),  J.  V.  Eyre  (Secretary),  and 
Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  ("  Dragnet  "). 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and 
confirmed,  a  statement  being  read  by  the  Secretary 
as  to  subscriptions,  payments,  etc.,  and  the  bank 
pass  book  duly  presented  for  inspection. 

Amongst  various  matters  dealt  with  was .  a 
suggested  appeal  to  various  riverside  authorities  for 
financial  support  towards  the  vigorous  rt  stocking 
policy  adopted  by  the  society  within  the  last  few 
months.  Quite  17,000  fish  of  the  following  kinds 
have  been  obtained  by  netting,  etc.,  and  placed  in  the 
river — roach,  bream,  rudd,  perch,  dace,  and  a  few 
jack.  Several  more  nettings  are  in  contemplation 
before  the  season  ends,  and  the  executive  committee 
hope  that  all  who  fish  the  Thames  in  the  T.A.P.S. 
district  will  generously  support  the  practical  re- 


stocking work  now  being  carried  out  for  the  benefit 
of  Thames  anglers.  ;  - 

The  society  has  a  netting  committee  composed  of 
experienced  anglers,  and  new  net^i  with  a  pro- 
fessional netsman  to  deal  with  all  netti-ogs  under- 
taken by  the  society.  Two  new  members  were 
elected  to  serve  upon  the  •  executive  committee, 
namely,  Messrs.  J.  Hart,  of  Staines,  and  W.  Hales, 
of  Weybridge,  both  gentlemensihaving  generously 
supplemented  their  subscriptions  with  handsome 
donations.  J.  V.  Eyke,  Sec. 


MORE  FISH  FOR  THE  THAMES. 


On  Saturday  afternoon  214  two-year-old  brown 
trout  (Salmo  fario)  were  added  to  the  stock  in  the 
Thames  at  the  cost  of  the  Reading  and  District 
Angling  Preservation  Society.  The  fish,  a  grand 
lot,  averaging  from  9in.  to  llin.  in  length,  were 
purchased  from  the  Brimpton  Fishery,  where  they 
were  reared  in  a  screened  stream  by  Mr.  P.  Gas- 
coigne  Freeman,  and  were  brought  by  road  by  that 
gentleman  to  Caversham  Lock.  Here  they  were  met- 
by  members  of  the  committee,  and,  having  been 
duly  admired,  were  taken  up-stream  by  BaUifi  J. 
Keel  and  Mr.  Arthur  C.  Butler,  vice-president,  and 
Mr.  Thos.  R.  Moore,  hon.  secretary  of  the  associa- 
tion, who  placed  them  in  carefully-selected  spots 
between  the  "  Rectory  "  lawns  and  the  "  Fishery." 
The  afternoon  was  very  stormy,  but  in  spite  of  the 
gale  and  sleet  the  planting  operations  were  perfectly 
successful,  and  the  trout  at  once  took  to  their  new 
home.  Large  consignments  of  perch  and  tench  are 
on  order,  and  will  shortly  be  delivered  for  the 
benefit  of  anglers  in  the  association's  district. 


YORKSHIRE  FISHERY  BOARD. 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery 
Board,  held  at  York,  on  Tuesday,  Lord  Harewood 
was  luianimously  re-elected  chairman  for  the  year, 
and  Mr.  W.  H.  St.  Quintin,  vice-chairman,  while  Mr. 
J.  E.  Jones,  of  York,  was  reappointed  secretary  to 
the  Board.  Mr.  J.  E.  Jones,  the  secretary,  in 
reading  the  report,  stated  that  the  total  receipts 
for  the  year  were  £7  less  than  in  1906, 
while  the  expenditm-e  of  the  year  had  been 
£83  greater.  The  increased  expenditure  was 
mainly  due  to  ,  the  employment  of  a  second 
permanent  watei^  bailiff,  and  the  disbursements 
incurred  in  his  travelling  expenses  over  the  exten- 
sive district.  Excellent  work  had  been  done,  and 
the  funds  were  ample,  totalling  at  the  end  of  the 
year  about  £600,  after  allowing  £120  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  motor-boat.  The  year  had  been  very 
wet,  and  fewer  complaints  had  consequently  been 
received  of  the  pollution  of  the  Ouse.  No  salmon 
disease  had  made  its  appearance.  The  trout  season 
had  been  a  good  one.  In  addition  to  the  grants 
of  trout  made  by  the  Board,  many  clubs  were  turn- 
ing down  young  fish  into  their  waters,  and  some 
ran  their  own  hatcheries,  which  might  have  also 
contributed  to  the  better  sport.  The  number  of 
trout  licences  issued  was  14,390,  an  increase  of  299 
on  the  previous  year.  Coarse  fish  anglers  had  had 
varied  experience.  It  was  a  matter  of  regret,  the 
report  concluded,  that  the  serious  pollution  of  t^ie 
Costa  Beck  at  Keld  Head  from  the  sewers  of 
Westgate,  Pickering,  was  still  permitted  by  the 
district  council.  The  chairman  formally  moved 
the  adoption  of  the  report,  which  was  seconded 
by  Major  J.  W.  Dent,  who  remarked  that 
it  was  high  time  the  County  Council  took 
steps  to  stop  the  pollution  in  the  Costa  Beck. 
The  Hon.  G.  E.  Lascelles  said  they  had  been  fighting 
this  matter  for  twenty  years.  He  lived  close  to  the 
river  into  which  the  Costa  Beck  flowed,  and  three  or 
four  times  recently  thev  had  had  practically  every 
fish  killed.  Tons  and  tons  of  dead  roach,  pike,  and 
even  eels  had  been  taken  out.  Every  eel  for  ten 
miles  down  the  river  had  been  killed.  The  district 
authorities  were  very  loth  to  spend  money  on  such 
matters,  but  he  hoped  they  would  be  forced  to  take 
steps  to  lessen  the  destruction,  which  appeared  to 
be  mainly  due  to  the  pumping  of  gas-water  into 
the  beck. 

The  report  was  adopted,  and  it  was  finally  decided 
that  the  secretary  should  write  to  the  North  Riding 
County  Council  on  the  matter.  The  committees 
were  re-elected. 

Some  discussion  took  place  in  committee  on  the 
proposed  construction  of  a  fish  pass  in  the  Derwent 
at  Stamford  Bridge. 

The  consideration  of  an  application  to  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  for  a  Provisional  Order 
under  the  Salmon  and  Freshwater  Fisheries  Act, 
1907,  was  adjourned  till  the  next  meeting. 

J.  E.  Meller. 


February  29,  1908 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Stocktaking  and 
General  Clearance 


MURTON'S 

NOW  ON  SALE 

YOU  CAN  NOW  SECURE  BARGAINS   OF  HiGH^CLASS 

Fishing:  Rods  and  Tackle 

BEiNG  30  TO  SO  AND  75  PER  CENT,  BELOW  USUAL  PRICES. 


TROUT  FLY  RODS  in  3  joints, 
greenheart,  balanced  handle,  bronzed 
fittings,  button,  snake  rings,  brazed  and 
tenoned,  in  partition  cover,  9  ft.  and  10  ft. 
5/6  ;  11  ft.,  6/6  ;  12  ft.,  7/6.  Superior, 
2  tops,  double  brazed,  9  ft.,  8/6  ;  10  ft., 
9/6 ;  11  ft.,  10/6 ;  12  ft.,  11/6.  Well 
made  and  a  marvel  for  the  money. 

TROUT  RODS,  2  joints,  all  green- 
heart,  balanced  handle,  2  tops,  double 
brazed,  in  partition  bag,  8,  sl  or  9  ft., 
10/6  ;  9i.  10,  or  lOJ  ft.,  11/6  ;  11,  llj  or 
12  ft.,  13/6.  As  above,  one  top,  single 
brazed,  partition  bag,  8,  8i,  9,  9*  or  10  ft., 
9/-  ;  10^,  11,  llj  or  12  ft.,  10/6.  Those 
who  want  a  good  serviceable  Rod  at  a 
low  price,  this  will  be  found  all  that  can 
be  desired ;  action  and  finish  perfect. 

SALMON  AND  GRILSE  RODS, 
3  joints,  all  greenheart,  1  top,  bronzed 
fittings,  partition  bag,  13  ft.,  8/6  ;  14  ft., 
9/6 ;  15  ft.,  10/6  ;  16  ft.,  12/6 ;  17  ft., 
15/6 ;  18  ft.,  18/6  ;  good  balance  and 
superior  finish. 

VERY  SPECIAL,  HAND-BUILT, 
SALMON  RODS,  with  flexible  double 
cork  grips,  3  joints,  2  tops,  serrated  fer- 
rules, phosphor  bronze   revolving  end 

rings,  bronzed  fittings,  made  from  fine  old  ^  - 

matured  greenheart,  in  partition  tan  cover,  13  ft.,  22/6  *14  ft  24/6  •  1 5  ff-, 
16  ft  30/-;  17  ft.,  35/-;  18  ft.,  40/-.  These  Rods  are  recognised  by 
the  best  value  in  the  trade. 

SPECIAL  BARGAINS, 


v'^^^7  F^P'^?  TACKLE   CASES.  Pigskin 

Fly  Books  6,  6^  and  7  in.,  2  felt  leaves,  10  parchment 
leaves,  for  flies  and  casts,  &c.    Usual  price,  8/6  for  5/6. 

f  ^^°^i?°J^^^  ''^^  CASES,  no  crushing  of  winRs, 
from  8/6  for  3/-  ;  slightly  soiled. 

9  I^^u""^^  BOXES  and  EYED  FLY  BOXES, 

JACKETS,  35  in.  long,  24  black  proof,  light 
weight,  durable,  14/6  for  8/6.  Eighteen  best  quality,  loop 
up  to  J7  m.  for  deep  wading,  inner  cufls,  19/6  for  12/6. 

Twenty-two  Cashmeres,  fawn  and  blue,  25/-  for  16/6. 

Fifteen  Fancy  Tweeds,  25/-  for  16/6. 

f  '^Yi^P''^^^^^  Fa.ncj  Tweeds,  ventilated  across  back,  30/- 
tor  lo/o. 


,26/6; 

experts 


.  .^V^T  CANE,  our  own  speciality,  well  whipped,  serrated  ferrules  suction 
joints,  cork  grip,  2  tops,  10  ft.,  22/6  ;  11  ft.,  23/6  ;  12  ft.,  25/-:  well  worth  your 
notice.  All  greenheart,  3  piece,  cork  grip,  balanced  handle,  snake  rings,  button 
partition  cover,  10  ft.,  8/6 ;  11  ft.,  9/6 ;  12  ft.,  10/6  ;  a  wonderful  Rod  for  the  money! 

PIKE  AND  SEA  RODS,  stout  E.I.  cane,  4  joints,  full  length  16  ft  •  3 
tops  can  be  altered  to  9  ft.  or  12  ft.,  15/6  for  10/6,  the  same  12  ft.,  1  top,  3  pieces, 
0/0  tor  b/-.  Balanced  handle,  greenheart,  universal  bronzed  fittings  •  porcelain 
end  ring,  10/6  for  7/6  ;  very  serviceable  Rods. 

BASKETS  AND  CREELS,  best  French.     No.  1,  2/6-   No   2   3/  ■ 
No.  3,  4/-;  No.  4,  4/6;  No.  5,  5/6.  ' 

SHOULDER  STRAPS,  9d.,  1/  ,  1/6,  and 
2/-. 

FISHING  BAGS.— Trout,  in  Mole,  Cambric 
or  Twill.  Usual  prices,  5/-  to  14/-.  To  clear' 
from  3/-  to  10/-. 


SALMON  BAGS,  in  stout 
Twill  and  Canvas,  usual  prices, 
10/6  to  20/-.  To  clear  from  8/- 
to  14/-. 

Q/**^]^*:®' S'^P'^'^i"'^  bronzed,  revolving  plate  and  check,  2  in., 
fo'i    *  '5-       '  '  ^       4/6 ;  3^  in.,  6/6 ;  4  in.,  7/6 

32  13rass  Reels  crank  handles,  in  first-rate  condition,  from  4  in  , 
d/- ;  3J  m.,  2/9 ;  3  m.,  2/6 ;  good  value. 


OUR  TYNESIDE  BROGUE,  27/6 
for  20/-.  Very  special  value,  as  sketch. 
Canvas  and  chrome  uppers,  solid  leather 
soles,  washered  hobbs,  21/-  for  16/6. 

All  chrome  leather  uppers,  leather  soles, 
washered  hobbs,  20/-  for  15/6. 

Do.         Do.     Shoes,  17/6  for  14/6. 

BROGUES,  aU  rubber,  12/6;  leather 
soles,  16/6. 


rubber,  10/6;  leather  soles, 

13/6. 

THE     FEATHERWEIGHT  FORK 
NET,  complete,  with  handle,  5/-  for  3/6. 

16  Complete  LANDING  NETS,  with  belt  spring,  small,  6/6  for  5/6- 
large,  7/6  for  6/6.  ' 

15  Three-Draw  GAFF  HOOKS  to  clear,  8/6  each. 

^'T^H'^ cff^^.^P  FISHING  STOCKINGS,  in  sateen,  fustian,  and  twiD 
17/6  to  21/-,  during  sale  only,  13/6. 

'  OUR    FAMED    FISHING  TROUSERS, 

usual  price  30/-  and  40/-  for  22/6. 

All  goods  new  and  fresh  and  guaranteed  perfect. 
SUPERIOR  WATERPROOF  SILK  LINES. 

21   score  yards  extra   heavy  W.P.  SALMON 

LINES,  pure  silk,  to  clear,  2/-  per  score. 
Trout,  1/6  for  1/1 ;  medium,  2/-  for  1/6  ;  heavy,  2/6 

for  1/9,  per  score,  in  lengths,  20,  30,  40,  and  60 

yards. 

RUBBER  KNEE  BOOTS. 

Wellingtons,  usual  price,  21/-  for  15/6. 

Napoleons,  usual  price,  22/6  for  15/6. 

Fishermen's  Long  Thigh  Boots,  usual  price 
30/-  and  35/-  for  20/-. 

Ladies'  Knee  Fishing  Boots,  all  rubber,  usual 
price,  16/6  for  7/6  and  8/6  ;  with  felt  or 
leather  soles,  6/6  extra. 


GENUINE  REDUCTIONS!!  SEND  FOR  CATALOGUE!! 

Ct&eoLues  and  Posta.1  0]?dex>s  ma,de  pa,ya,l>le  to- 

HENRY  A.  MORTON,  Bortta  b^n'  Resort.  NE WCASTLE-ON-TYNE 
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Provineial  flnglifig  ]4otes. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  cojiy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post. 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  pike  fishing  season,  which  is  just  coming  to  a 
close,  has  been  one  of  the  worst  that  we  have  had 
for  many  years  in  the  Midlands.  It  is  true  that  a 
large  number  of  small  fish  have  been  taken,  but 
very  few  specimen  fish.  This  remark  applies  both 
to  pool  and  river  fishing.  We  have  as  a  rule  had  a 
few  good  fish  set  up  in  past  years,  but  this  season 
has  been  an  exceptioij  to  the  rule.  The  large  fish 
taken  have  run  up  to  about  141b.,  and  these  have 
not  been  considered  worth  setting  up.  We  know  that 
we  have  larger  fish  than  these  in  our  waters,  but 
we  have  not  been  able  to  capture  them  ;  we 
have  some  little  consolation  in  knowing  that  they 
are  still  growing,  and  will  perhaps  fall  to  the  lot  of 
some  lucky  angler.  We  have  had  a  mixture  of 
weather  during  the  past  week,  and  a  few  good  fish 
have  been  taken  for  the  time  of  year.  Our  rivers 
were  in  good  order,  but  we  have  had  plenty  of  wind 
since  Saturday  with  rain  and  some  little  snow  on 
Sunday  evening,  which  has  upset  us  for  a  day  or  two. 
Prior  to  this  grayling  fishing  on  the  Teme  in  the 
Ludlow  district  had  been  good.  Some  nice  perch  have 
also  been  taken  from  the  same  river.  Trout  are  in 
a  very  backward  condition  in  all  our  waters,  so 
much  so  that  those  taken  have  been  returned  to 
the  water  again.  The  best  pike  of  the  week  was 
one  of  141b.,  taken  from  the  Teme  at  Knightwick. 
Birmingham  anglers  have  well  patronised  the  river 
lately.  Chub  fishing  on  the  Severn  has  again 
been  fairly  good,  and  a  few  small  pike  have 
been  taken.  Sport  has  been  quiet  on  the 
Avon,  and  the  Trent  near  to  us  has  not 
been  in  good  order.  The  River  AIne  has  yielded 
some  good  bags  of  roach  and  dace.  Canal  fishermen 
will  be  busy  with  bye  contests  before  the  close 
season  cdmes  in.  The  St.  Paul's  club  fished  a  bye 
contest  on  Sunday  last,  in  the  canal  at  Lapworth,  for 
£10  worth  of  prizes.  One  hundred  and  fifteen  com- 
peted. Sport  was  poor.  The  chief  prize-winners 
are  in  the  order  named : — W.  Bennett,  first ;  W. 
Goode,  second;  and  W.  W.  Hunt,  third.  Mr.  F. 
Hughes  acted  as  referee. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Although  angling  pursuits  have  been  considerably 
upset  by  the  terrific  gales  which  have  prevailed 
recently,  there  have  been  calm  intervals,  and 
anglers  have  taken  every  advantage  of  the  splendid 
condition  of  the  waters.  They  could  not  be  in 
better  trim  for  roach-fishing  than  they  are  just 
now,  and  almost  every  stream  has  yielded  bags  of 
weighty  proportions.  The  best  sport  amongst  the 
red  fins  has  probably  been  had  on  the  lower  reaches 
of  the  Witham,  that  splendid  resort — Chapel  Hill — 
oi  course  coming  in  for  the  greater  share  of  atten- 
tion. Pike  have  been  well  on  the  feed,  in  fact,  they 
have  displayed  an  appetite  so  keen  that  trolUng  has 
been  positively  exhilarating.  One  angler  asserts 
that  he  has  had  runs  almost  as  frequent  as  roach 
"  bites  "  ;  but,  for  the  most  part,  the  pike  have  been 
on  the  small  side,  and  few  weighing  more  than  81b. 
have  come  to  the  gaff.  So  far  as  the  Witham  is 
concerned,  the  Kirkstead  and  the  Dogdyke  districts 
have  yielded  best,  but  on  the  Forty-foot  the  middle 
reaches  have  fished  better  than  any  others.  Two 
and  a  half  brace  of  fish  which  fell  to  the  rod  of  an 
angler  trying  conclusions  south  of  the  Neslam 
Bridge  weighed,  in  the  aggregate,  231b.,  the  heaviest 
weighing  7|lb.  There  is  no  lack  of  live  bait,  for 
the  roach  are  just  now  feeding  freely,  and  they 
have  been  easy  to  take.  Artificial  lures,  however, 
have  -been  used  with  excellent  results  on  some 
waters,  and  sundry  good  pike  have  been  killed  on 
the  Forty-foot  with  a  Wagtail  Spinner. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  last  week  the  weather 
was  mild,  and  some  nice  trout  were  taken  in 
Hutton  and  Stainton  becks  with  fly  and  running 
worm,  their  condition,  for  the  time  of  year,  being  a 
long  way  above  the  average.  The  end  of  the  week 
was,  however,  very  wild,  a  strong  gale,  with  drench- 
ing rain,  hail  and  snow,  and  some  vivid  lightning 
prevailing  on  Saturday  last.  From  that  time  up  to 
writing,  Feb.  25,  the  wind  has  blown  more  or  less 
strongly  from  the  north,  andtrouting  is  "  off,"  and 
will  remain  so  until  warmer  weather  strikes  in. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

]?or  a  really  busy  club  the  Royal  Walton,  Blackley, 
must  be  quoted.  They  have  had  a  ladies'  evening, 
and  as  for  stocking,  they  seem  to  be  simply  gluttons, 
and  with  big  fish  only.  Our  rivers  are  neglected, 
and  as  for  pike  fishing  simply  nothing  is  heard. 


For  the  week  our  obituary  notices  include  Greo. 
Bracewell  and  Amos^Tumer,  two  of  the  best. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

To-day  we  are  having  two  important  meetings  in 
this  city,  both  to  be  held  in  what  ought  to'  be  a 
future  headquarters  for  anglers,  both  in  this  city 
and  the  district.  For  a  successful  club  nothing  can 
beat  the  "Victorias."  Originally  they  were  a 
junior  club,  but  now  a  senior  club,  a  very  good 
illustration  of  "spare  the  rod  and  spoil  the  child." 
Mr.  Bryant,  of  the  Ardwick  Angling  Society,  is 
receiving  many  congratulations.  It  is  pleasing  to 
learn  that  the  Buckland  Anglers  are  going  to 
suitably  acknowledge  the  services  of  their  veteran 
treasurer,  and  are  sorry  that  the  Editor  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  cannot  be  present  on  March  11,  but 
they  know  he  approves  of  their  action. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  wind  has  been  fearfully  boisterous,  and 
comparatively  few  anglers  have  cared  to  face  it. 
On  Feb.  22  a  gale  raged  with  alarming  fury,  and 
did  considerable  damage.  Some  of  my  friends 
journeyed  to  Fiskerton  for  the  purpose  of  reaching, 
but  they  were  soon  compelled  to  abandon  the 
pursuit  of  sport.  On  Feb*,  20,  on  this  stretch,  Mr. 
F.  Gamble  and  self  took  a  nice  lot  of  roach 
and  chub  with  the  tail  -  end  of  the  lob  - 
worm.  The  weather,  however,  turned  out  miser- 
ably wet.  Mr.  W.  Griffith  had  chub  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Greet ;  and  Mr.  T.  B.  Potter  scored 
amongst  roach  on  the  Famdon  section.  Pike,  I 
hear,  have  again  been  running  in  the  old  pool  at 
the  foot  of  Weston  Cliff.  Messrs.  A.  Tomlinson,  S. 
Conduit,  and  J.  Kemp,  of  Radford,  have  used 
the  live  bait  with  most  successful  results.  The 
quarry  secured  ran  a  very  good  size,  the  largest 
specimen  turning  the  beam  at  14ilb.  On  private 
waters,  apart  from  the  Trent,  other  Nottingham 
sportsmen  have  been  landing  some  leviathan 
fellows  They  returned  all  but  half-a-dozen,  and 
the  best  of  these  exceeded  18lb.  Several  fish  up  to 
61b.  each  have  been  got  in  the  Grantham  Canal,  in 
the  Cotgrave  district.  On  Tuesday  and  Wednesday, 
in  the  pressnt  week,  the  wind  was  les5  rough,  and 
anglers  were  out  after  roach  and  other  fish  in  the 
Wilford  waters.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  ris  er 
held  a  beautiful  tinge  of  colour. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Since  my  last  notes  we  have  had  some  rough 
weather,  and  but  few  anglers  have  been  out.  A 
considerable  quantity  of  rain  must  have  fallen  in 
the  upper  part  of  the  Severn  (watershed,  for  on 
Feb.  19  the  river  began  to  rise  and  a  lot  of  highly- 
coloured  water  came  rolling  down,  and  the  wind 
was  very  high.  On  Feb.  22  it  blew  a  perfect  hurri- 
cane, doing  a  lot  of  damage  to  buildings,  blowing 
down  trees,  etc.,  and  has  abated  but  little  up  to 
this  evening  (Feb.  25).  The  high  water  improved 
salmon  fishing  ;  there  have  been  a  fine  lot  of  fish 
taken  in  the  nets  up  to  over  201b.  each,  and  Mr. 
Tom  Young,  of  Lower  Lode  Hotel,  Tewkesbury, 
on  Feb.  20  caught  a  very  fine  fish  which  turned  the 
scale  at  451b.,  the  finest  fish  caught  in  the  Severn 
this  season  so  far.  Mr.  T.  Payne,  sen.,  tmd  a  few 
others  visited  the  Avon.  In  spite  of  the  unfavourable 
weather  Mr.Payne  landed  two  large  bream,  one4flb., 
and  a  roach  1  lb. ;  wheat  was  the  bait.  T.  Payne, 
jun.,  at  Defford,  caught*  a  pike  measuring  3ft.  2in., 
and  a  member  of  the  Cheltenham  Club,  in  the  same 
stretch  of  the  river,  caught  a  pike  1 8f lb.  in  weight. 
Many  will  be  sorry  to  hear  of  the  sudden  death  of 
Mr.  Marton  T.  Perks,  one  of  the  best-known  anglers 
of  the  city,  for  some  years  president  of  the 
Worcester  Angling  Association — a  thorough  sports- 
man, a  genial  companion,  a  true  friend,  and 
respected  by  all.  He  died  from  heart  failure.  The 
water  in  the  Severn  is  |much  lower  to-day  and  is 
fining  down  nicely.  There  is  a  good  fortnight  before 
the  close  season  commences,  and  with  better 
weather  there  should  be  good  sport  among  the 
coarse  fish  before  the  close. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  stormy  weather  greatly  interfered  with  week- 
end fishing.  The  Ouse  was  rough  and  discoloured, 
and  its  tributaries  were  out  of  condition.  It  was 
too  cold  also  for  enjoyable  sport.  The  rains,  how- 
ever, have  on  the  whole  done  good,  as  the  fishing 
streams  had  run  low.  Grayling  has  afforded  but 
little  sport,  the  worms,  which  are  abundant,  having 
furnished  plenty  of  food  for  the  fish.  As  bait,  too, 
they  have  been  responsible  for  several  decent 
catches  in  local  waters.  A  few  nice  trout  have  been 
grassed.  Pike  fishermen  continue  busy,  particularly 
with  live  bait.  The  Richmond  and  Thirak  district 
has  yielded  good  specimens  sirtce  the  Storm  abated, 
and  anglers  returned  to  York  from  the  Derwent 
(Stamford  Bridge)  with  nice  samples  which  had 


been  killed.  At  Knaresborough,  in  the  Nidd,  a  fine 
101b.  pike  was  recently  secured,  and  one  of  61b.  was 
caught  in  the  Ure,  at  Boroughbridge.  1300  fresh- 
water trout  were  turned  into  the  Esk  (Whitby) 
between  Castleton  and  Sleights,  for  stocking 
purposes. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  generally  stormy  since  last 
notes,  and  angling — especially  lake  angling — has 
been  very  difficult.  Sport,  therefore,  has  been  poor 
on  those  waters,  but  decent  sport  has  often  been 
had  at  salmon  on  all  the  principal  rivers  open.  At 
time  of  writing  they  are  coming  in  in  better  num- 
bers. Fly-fishing  has  commenced  at  Waterville — 
two  fish  being  already  had  with  the  fly.  Owing  to 
the  strong  westerly  winds  which  are  still  very  much 
in  evidence,  sea-angling  is  still  at  a  standstill  along 
the  Atlantic  coast. 

North  of  Ireland. 

The  torrential  rains  and  fierce  winds  drove  anglers 
off  the  open  rivers  this  week,  and  it  will  be  next 
week  before  the  waters  are,  in  order  for  fly-fishing. 
Virtually,  all  the  northern  rivers  open  on  March  1, 
the  chief  exceptions  being  the  Moume  and  its  tribu- 
taries, the  Roe,  Faughan,  and  Burn  Dennet,  and  the 
Owenea  and  Owentocker — the  latter  two  in  Donegal. 
The  following  paragraph  appears  in  the  aimual 
report  of  the  Ulster  Anglers'  Association,  which 
speaks  for  itself  : — "  Your  committee  greatly  regret 
to  observe  that  the  Government  has  done  nothing 
practical  for  the  better  preservation  of  the  rivers 
during  the  close  season,  and  also  mark  with  appre- 
hension the  extremely  lenient  manner  in  which 
poachers  are  being  dealt  with  by  the  Irish  Execu- 
tive. This  is  simply  encouraging  crime  and  in- 
juring one  of  the  most  important  industries  of  the 
country.  Your  committee  also  beg  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  constabulary  and  the  sanitary  authorities 
to  the  sale  of  unseasonable  salmon  and  trout  in  Bel- 
fast in  the  early  and  latter  parts  of  the  open  season." 
At  Limavady  petty  sessions  (co.  Londonderry) 
last  week,  James  M'Closkey  was  charged  with  hav- 
ing used  a  gaff  at  the  Roe,  and  another  man  named 
Clyde  was  charged  with  having  aided  and  abetted 
him.  The  evidence  of  the  water-bailiffs  was  to  the 
effect  that  they  caught  M'Closkey  with  the  gaff  and 
a  torch  in  his  hand,  and  the  other  man  was  captured 
whilst  decamping  from  the  river.  The  Court  held 
the  charges  proved,  and  fined  each  defendant  £4 
and  costs,  or  the  usual  alternative. 


WEEXHAM   AND  DISTRICT  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 


The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  above  society 
was  held  recently,  Mr.  S-  Gr.  Jarman  presiding  over 
a  good  attendance. 

The  hon.  secretaries  (Messrs.  P.  M.  Jarman  and 
W.  Stanley  Williams)  presented  their  annual  report 
on  the  year's  working,  which  stated  that  the  most 
important  event  during  the  year  was  the  acquisition, 
through  the  Earl  of  Denbigh,  of  the  upper  reaches 
of  the  River  Alyn  (from  Llong  down  to  Hope).  In 
connection  with  this  a  number  of  non-residents  of 
the  parliamentary  borough  of  Wrexham  had  been 
elected  members  at  a  subscription  of  one  guinea,  but 
there  were  still  a  few  vacancies  to  be  filled.  During 
the  year  the  Earl  of  Denbigh  and  the  Bishop  of  St. 
Asaph  kihdly  consented  to  become  patrons.  Early 
in  the  season  a  Broughton  branch  was  formed,  and 
this  had  been  worked  very  successfully.  In  July  a 
pegged-down  match  between  teams  selected  from 
this  branch  and  the  association  was  fished  at  Holt, 
and  proved  very  enjoyable  in  every  respect.  A 
word  of  thanks  was  due  to  Mr.  J.  Williams,  of  the 
Castle,  Pentre  Broughton,  to  whose  efforts  much  of 
the  success  of  the  branch  is  due.  Mr.  Williams  also 
gave  a  handsome  gold  medal  for  the  best  trout 
caught  during  the  season.  The  stretch  of  Pickhill 
Brook  above  the  stone  bridge  had  now  been  given 
up,  the  only  portion  retained  by  the  association 
being  that  belonging  to  Mr.  Ormrod.  Mr.  J.  R. 
Taylor,  vice-chairman  of  committee,  this  year  repre- 
sented the  club  in  the  Provincial  Angling  Associa- 
tion's team  in  the  English  angling  championship, 
at  Kirkstead,  in  September. 

The  report  was  adopted.  The  hon.  treasurer, 
Mr.  L.  Ashworth,  presented  the  balance-sheet, 
which  was  considered  very  favourable,  the  associa- 
tion starting  the  new  season  with  a  balance  in  the 
bank.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  retiring  officers  was 
xmeuiimously  accorded,  and  the  officers  for  the 
ensuing  season  were  elected. 

A  pleasing  incident  took  place  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  meeting,  when  Messrs.  P.  M.  Jarman  and 
W.  S.  Williams,  the  joint  hon.  sees.,  were  each 
presented  with  a  handsome  silver  cigarette  case, 
suitably  inscribed,  in  appreciation  of  their  services 
to  the  association. 

The  gifts  were  suitably  acknowledged,  and  the 
meeting  closed  with  the  customary  votes  of  thanks. 
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THE  LIGHT  CASTING  REEL  CO.,  BRADFORD. 


It  Smooths  the  Rugged  Path  of  Life. 

One  Trial  will  tell  more  than  we  can  say  of  its 
qualities  as  a  Pipe  Tobacco. 

Xortoi«e-<sKell 


nSHING.     FiSHiNis^  FISHtNG. 

Gregson's  Complete  Outfits 
r^^i^^^^  what  you  want. 

SI  /I     ^n"*"  Fishing:  Outfit  is  a  marvel  for  the  I 

/        ^oney,  mcludmg  a  10-ft.  Greenheart  Rod,  3  lengths,  w  th  ' 
snake  nogs  and  best  reel  fittings,  well  balanced  and  finished 
One   superior    Reel  with  check  action ;    one  best  Silk 

Z^^^Tiv  Gut  Casts;   1  doz 

assorted  Fhes  on  gut ;  one  Fishing  X^,  and  a  good  Ylj  I 

rW  fn  ft     '"P^r^  "l"^^'*^'  P««<^  free  to  your 

door  for  the  sum  of  One  Guinea  ' 

^uwPJT  ^J^O'"  Fishing  Outfit,  including  all 

you  want  for  the  season,  post  free.  Ten  Shillings. 

Our  Boy's  Fishing  Outfit  is  a  splendid  ofi-er  and 

a  most  suitable  present^^jyeShillingS,  complete. 


Mild,  5d.  per  oz.        m  ^  • 
I  Medium,  5d.  per  02.  t  liT^'t.t 

I  Popular,  4id.  per  oz.  « 
W.  A.  &  A.  C.  CHURCHMAN, 

Branch  of  the  '-P-i-'^Tobacco  Co.  (of  Gt.  Britair,  and 
Ireland)  Ltd.,  Ipswich. 


10/. 
5/- 

-  .        -  -   _  "^wj  '-"-'u-it/j.^uuc;, 

GREGSON  d,  CO^SgTPennTstreet.  Blackburn. 


15/- 

per 

100 


PERCH 


per 

1,000 


MO 


SOLE 

EUROPEAN  AGENTS 

PATENT  'MEEK' 
CASTING  REEL, 

Price  32/-  each. 

I  w  ...  —  STRONG.       SIMPLE.  ACCURATE. 

Holds  ,00  yards  of  our  ..CHAVAGNAC"  CASTING  LINE.  Xo.  1  at  6/,  No  .  at  8/ 
[  or  No.  3  at  lO/-  per  100  yards  «»/  .  No.  2  at  8/-, 

ra|^i^E?'£'*TINENTAL  WORKS,  REDDITCH. 


BOOTS,  lEGGINGS, 

Fishing  Lines, 
HARNESS,  SADDLERY, 

MACHINE  BELTING, 

C^X  ^a^^         /    '^^''■OR  CLUTCHES,' 
-  "  and 

all  kinds  of  leather  articles, 


KENNET      VALLEY      FISMT^-t?  t^^^ 

OUSE  ANGLING 
PRESERVATION  SOCIETY 

J  _    SUSSEX.  ' 

\ghub  ^sT^ARBet 

for  stocking  purposes.-Send  full  nnr 

I  Mills  X..  B.  &  &.  0.  Ely.,  to  C.  H.  MOBUIS 

Hon.  Sec,  Lewes,  Sussex.  ^"BRis, 

BRIMPTONFISHERY 

I    \  8^°.now  booking  orders  for  Brown 
and  Rambow  Trout,  of  aU  sizes 
large  Fisb  are  reared   in   a  screened 
Vfl'n^'^i  ^""^  i'^^  °°         floating  fish 
I  fiS-  ^^^rit^fo^rS-^^^  '^»Sg' 
P.  GASCOIGNE  FREEM.4N 

RIGMADEN  FISHERY 

KIRKBY  LONSDALE. 

FOR  SAI^E 

YEARLING.  2-YEAR.OLD,  and  Older 

\RAiHBOW  TROUT 

I  Klat;^re.Sir/Lo^n;.^?f ^'^^'^e: 
CHOICE  TROUT  OV« 

THE  OAKENCLOUCH  FISHERY 

GARSTANQ.   LANCS.  ' 

BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS* 
SOCIETY. 

Societys  ogives  af  the^/aT ^^.^.^.f^P'^  " 


SCIATICA, 
LUMBAGO, 
RHEUMATISM, 

Sufferers  should  use 

DROITWIGH 
BRINE  CRYSTALS 


Being    a    specially  Crystallised, 
Preparation,  for  Home   Use,  of 
I  the  Celebrated  Droitwich  e'rine 
Springs. 
From  all  Chemists,  or 
m  28  lb.  Bag  delivered  Free  to  j 
any  address. 
I  London,  2/~,     Country,  2/3, 

Sole  Proprietors, 

I  WESTON  &WESTALL,  Ltd 

I  (Dept.  C), 

1 16,  Eastcheap,  London,  E.O. 


SiirplnsLil)rar.y  Books 
land  New  Remainders 


NO  "RUBBINO  IN"  REQUIRED. 

The  only  Leather  Oil  used  in 
TINS  wi-TLj  ~  German  Army. 

rtHS.   WITH    BRUSH    COMPLETE      {    *t  1/     2/-  *  4/.  eih.  or 
TV,  ,    ,-J-z  <_V3^/4  &  4/6,  post  free. 

To  be  had  of  all  Deal^rT^^TT-    7  ^ 

Mars  Oil  (F)  '^l^^2I  ^ 

■I   Viy_^0.,  10  &  12,  Milton  St.  LONDON,  E.C. 


OFFERED  AT  1  .  

|CREATLYREDUCED  PRICES  TpSSl^.ii'PH^^^ 

The  MARCH  LIST,  now  ready 
contains  Popular  Works  on  Sport 
Travel,  Biography,  and  Fiction 

bent  post  free  on  application  to 

MUDIE'S  LIBRARY, 


VVaters  at  Kelvedon  E^ae^ 
Reference  Library  at  thp  rti,?'®^     »  valuabli 

■y^ft^mptum  payable  from  Janr^^  l' 

\Bletthelm  Angling  Society. 

EXE  VALLEV  FISHERY. |iS:fg#i«i 


30-34  New  Oxfopd  St.,  London 

AS  «  '  ^•■"•"Pton  Road,  8.W. 
♦8,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C. 

THE 


Ova,  Fry,  Yearlings,  and  Two-year- 
oidsof  Brown  Trout,  Loch  Leven,  and 
Kainbow  Trout  at  moderate  prices. 
J^ish  Foods,  Apparatus,  and  Advice, 
^or  i'rice  List  and  particulars  apply  to 
Theo.  F.  T«acy,  Exebridge,  vid  Tiverton" 
Devon. 
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Jottings  by^the  Way. 

Now  new-horn  lambs  require  the  shepherd's  care  ; 

Lambs — at  whose  birth  the  powerful  instinct's  seen 

That  fills  udth  champions  the  daisied  green; — 

For  ewes,  that  stood  aloof  with  timid  eye. 

With  stamping  foot  now  men  and  dogs  defy. 

And,  obstinately  faithful  to  their  young. 

Guard  their  first  stips  to  join  the  bleating  throng. 

— RoBT.  Bloomtield. 


"Allcock,  Redditch," 

Is  sufficient  address  from  any>f  the  five  quarters 
of  the  globe,  but 

"Allcock,  London," 
needs  a  little  explanation.  On  Tuesday,  Feb.  25, 
I  "  strolled  "  from  Fetter-lane  to  "  Cecil  House  to 
see  Messrs.  S.  Allcock  and  Co.'s  Fourth  Annual 
Trade  Exhibit.  According  to  the  notice  which 
appeared  in  last  week's  "  Occasional  Notes  "  I  went 
to  25,  26,  and  27,  Holborn  Viaduct.  I  should  have 
gone 'to  "Cecil  House,"  and  on  the  second  floor 
(Rooms  Ko.  25,  26,  and  27)  admired  the  really 
splendid  show  of  fishing  tackle  which  is  now  on 
view. 

♦  *  *  * 

However,  as  an  old  Londoner,  I  soon  found  "  Cecil 
House,"  and  was  pleased  to  see  the  really  choice 
assortment  of  every  conceivable  (and  incon- 
ceivable) variety  of  hook,  line, reel,  rod,  etc.,  for  the 
capture  of  every  kind  of  fish— river,  sea,  or 
lake— ever  manufactured.  The  "show"  is  opei 
to  the  public,  and  will  remain  open  for  at  least 
another  week,  and  I  should  advise  all  anglers  who 
can  make  it  convenient  to  inspect  it.  Here  is  a 
little  plan  of  the  rendezvous : 


shark,  twelve  feet  in  length.  The  engineer  "  pressed 
the  button,"  and  a  column  of  water  at  once  shot  up 
in  the  air  mingled  with  fragments  of  shark.  Eight 
large  sharks  wore  destroyed  in  this  way  within  ten 
days. 

The  inventive  mind  of  the  American  engineer 
next  hit  upon  a  means  of  reducing  his  dynamite 
bill.  The  cartridge  was  omitted  and  the  rope  re- 
placed by  a  light  electric  cable,  one  end  of  which 
was  attached  to  the  baited  shark  hook,  the  other  to 
one  of  the  ship's  dynamos.  Presently  a  gigantic 
shark  took  the  bait.  The  engineer  sent  down  a 
current  of  200  volts,  but  this  seemed  only  to  enrage 
the  fish,  and  stimulated  him  to  efforts  which  threat- 
ened to  break  the  cable.  It  was  not  until  the 
current  had  been  increased  to  760  volts  that  the 
shark  succumbed,  and  was  towed  ashore  in  triumph 
by  th©  negroes. 


A  26-lb.  Pike. 

On  Saturday  last,  while  fishing  with  Mr.  W.  Moss, 
of  Caversham,  Mr.  W.  H.  Sharpe  landed  a  pike  of 
261b.  Length,  3ft.  lOin.  It  was  taken  in  private 
water  near  Newbury.  This  is  the  second  large  fish 
he  has  landed  for  Mr.  Moss.  The  previous  pike 
weighed  291b.,  and  was  caught  five  years  ago  in  the 
same  water. 


A  lo-lb.  Pike  from  Marlow. 

Fishing  on  Sunday  last  at  Great  Marlow,  under 
Temple  Mills,  Mr.  E.  E.  Yeats  took  a  pike  just  over 
101b.  The  fish  was  in  very  fine  condition,  and 
afforded  good  sport.  It  was  taken  with  a  roach  of 
nearly  half  a  pound.    "  Coster  "  was  the  fisherman. 


Cecil  House, 

Holborn 

57,  Holborn  Viaduct. 

Holborn 

Circus. 

Viaduct. 

City  Temple. 

Infiueaza ! 

How  to  guard  against  it,  or  get  well  if  you  have 
had  it. 

TAKE 

WHITSTABLE  OYSTERS 

AND   'S  STOUT. 

The  above  is  a  copy  of  a  "  flaming  "  poster  at  the 
door  of  Mr.  Taylor  (late  Craig),  in  Fleet-street,  the 
)  endezvous  of  hungry  British  Sea  Anglers.  I  only 
mention  this  as  a  further  "  tip  "  for  the  relief  of  the 
prevailing  epidemic,  the  "  Flue." 


Some  Good  Roach  from  the  Hampshire  Avon. 

Mr.  J.  Clapp,  Chairman  of  the  Chiswick  Pisca 
torials,  sends  us  a  photograph  of  a  grand  take  of 
roach  he  had  from  the  Hampshire  Avon  on  Feb.  13. 
One  day's  catch  consisted  of  seventy- one  fish, 
weighing  Sljlb.  The  largest  weighed  lib.  12oz., 
and  the  twelve  heaviest  191b.  2oz.  [A  fine  take, 
Mr.  Clapp,  and  am  sorry  we  cannot  reproduce  the 
photo.] 


"Pictorial  Comedy." 

It  is  a  very  difficult  matter  to  be  always  saying 
something  nice  about  a  contemporary — it  is  far 
more  refreshing  to  occasionally  have  a  sly  dig — but 
really  the  Pictorial  Comedy  disarms  me  entirely. 
The  artistic  portion  is  always  ^/orth  a  careful 
perusal.  The  hterary  portion  caters  for  all,  and 
the  "  Motor  Sparks  "  article  will  be  read  with  relish. 
Altogether  the  March  issue  is  well  worth  the  six- 
pence at  which  the  publication  is  priced  by  Messrs 
James  Henderson  and  Sons,  Red  Lion-court,  Fleet- 
street,  E.G.  ^  

A  New  Way  with  Sharks. 

The  Kiilnische  Zeitung  prints  a  letter  from  a 
young  German  sailor,  in  which  he  describes  a  novel 
method  of  killing  sharks,  adopted  by  the  engineer 
of  an  American  training  ship,  in  the  harbour  of  St. 
Thomas,  in  the  Danish  West  Indies.  The  sharks 
are  so  ntmierous  that  bathing  is  impossible  except 
in  very  shallow  water.  After  two  negroes  had  been 
devoured  while  bathing,  within  a  few  days  of  one 
another,  the  engineer  took  a  hand.  He  put  a  lump  of 
pork  weighing  about  51b.  on  a  hook  forged  from  an 
iron  bar  as^thick  as  one's  finger.  Inside  the  pork  was 
a  djmamite  cartridge  with  a  fuse  and  detonator  con- 
nected to  an  electric  wire.  The  line  was  a  good 
stout  rope.  The  bait  was  thrown  into  the  water, 
and  before  long  was  seized  and  swallowed  by  a 


Was  Robbie  Burns  an  Angler? 

My  old  friend,  Gerald  Moran,  of  Askeaton,  co. 
Limerick,  sends  me  the  following  : — 

"  Reading  an  account  of  the  anniversary  of 
Burns'  birth  leads  me  to  ask  the  question:  Was 
Robbie  Burns  an  angler  ?  With  the  bonnie  stream? 
of  Scotland  dancing  round  him  no  one  could  have 
better  opportunities  of  enjoying  the  practice.  Over 
and  over  again  we  are  told  that  he  loved  to  wander 
by  these  streams  and  sing  their  prases  to  all 
around.  But  in  his  poems  and  life  there  is  little  or 
no  reference  to  the  fact  that  he  took  any  interest 
in  the  angle,  or  that  he  '  kenned  '  the  antics  of  the 
finny  tribe.  When,  standing  on  the  banks  of  the 
Nith  and  looking  up  to  the  hills  that  divide  Niths- 
dale  from  Ayrshire,  he  penned  that  beautiful  love- 
lyric — 

"  '  Of  all  the  airts  the  wind  can  blaw,' 
he  might  have  also  looked  down  below  and  sang — 
"  '  Of  all  the  fish  that's  in  the  Nith 
I  dearly  love  the  trout. 
For  he  of  all  the  finny  tribe 
Can  tvsdst  and  twirl  about. 
Na  ilka  flower  adown  the  brae, 

Na  ilka  birdie's  lute, 
Would  bring  me  half  o'  happiness 
As  a  dish  of  winsome  trout.' 
*  *  *  * 

'There  ii  no  doubt,  roaming,  as  he  often  did, 
along  the  bright  streams  of  his  beloved  Scotland, 
he  must  have  seen  many  a  '  rise,'  though  why  they 
did  not  take  his  e'e  it  is  not  easy  to  guess.  I 
remember  once  reading  of  two  American  gentle- 
men vis.ting  him,  and  finding  him  by  the  banks  of 
the  Nith,  near  EUisland,  with  a  fishing  rod  in  his 
hand  ;  but  there  was  no  account  of  his  telling  them 
how  he  fared  with  the  '  birkies  '  down  below.  No 
little  bird  that  sang,  the  wee-est  flower  that  met 
him  in  his  walks,  the  winds,  hills,  dales  and  streams — 
all  these  were  touched  by  his  poetic  pen.  But, 
gazing  on  the  ripples,  his  genius  did  not  'flash' 
below  them — and  still  he  might  have  gone  on— 
"  '  I  see  him  in  the  sparkling  burn, 
Sa  lovely,  fresh  and  fair, 
I  long  to  smack  across  his  gob 

The  lug  of  '  bunny '  hare. 
There's  not  a  river  in  the  north, 

Nor  yet  upon  the  south. 
That  can  compare  with  charming  Nith 
For  bonnie,  winsome  trout.' 
And  here  let  me  add,  by  way  of  parenthesis,  that 
if  I  have  any  affection  outside  my  island  home — if 
I  have  one  wish  beyond  the  blue  waves  which  are 
its  eternal  boundary,  it  is  to  sae  the  spots  hallowed 
by  the  name  of  Robert  Burns;  to  walk  by  the 
streams  where  he  paddled  as  a  child,  or  listen  to  the 
winds  that  thrilled  his  heart  when  a  man." 


Family  of  Sixty  Millions. 

"  The  most  conspicuous  trait  which  has  been 
revealed  in  the  character  of  the  oyster "  (says 
"Cassell's  Saturday  Journal")  "  is  its  abhorrence 
of  race  suicide.  No  oyster  family  maybe  considered 
worthy  to  repose  in  the  most  salect  beds  of  Ostrean 
society  which  does  not  number  at  least  half  a 
million  oPspring.  In  fact,  500,000  would  be 
regarded  as  a  very  small  family  indeed.  An 
extremely  fat  and  vigorous  oyster  has  been  known 
to  produce  as  many  as  sixty  million  eggs,  while 
sixteen  millions  is  a  fair  average.  Now  set  aside  for 
a  moment  all  considerations  of  food-supply  and 
other  conditions,  and  assume  that  every  oyster-egg 
will,  in  the  fulness  of  time,  develop  into  a  mature 
oyster  of  normal  size,  which,  in  turn,  will  produce 
its  avera:;e  family  of  sixteen  millions,  live  out  the 
averaze  life  of  the  oyster,  and  then  be  gathered  to 
its  fathers,  leaving  its  shell  behind  as  its  only 
jnonument.  Suppose  there  were  but  a  single  pair  of 
oysters  at  the  beginning,  how  many  would  there  be 
in  the  fifth  generation  ?  If  you  get  the  correct 
answer,  it  will  be  just  exactly  66,000,000,000,000, 
000,000,000,000,000,000,000.  [And  at  the  present 
price,  2s.  6d.  a  dozen,  -at  Taylor's  (Craig's)  Restau- 
rant, Fleet  Street,  all  that  fall  to  my  share  is  000.] 


A  Night  with  the  Channel  Islanders'  Society. 

This  society  is  making  good  headway;  n«w 
members  are  constantly  being  added  to  its  roll. 
On  Wednesday  next  (March  4)  they  will  hold  their 
fifth  smoking  concert  for  the  season  at  the  Tudor 
Hotel,  Oxford  Street,  W.  Messrs.  Harry  and  Arthur 
Brevett  are  the  musical  directors.  Tickets  of 
admission  may  be  obtained  by  dropping  a  line  to 
the  hon.  sec,  Mr.  A.  Brehaut,  97,  Mortimer  Road, 
De  Beauvoir  Town,  N. 


Wanton  Fish  Destruction  in  Bushy  Park. 

Refebence  was  made  to  the  above  subject  in  our 
last  issue,  and  I  said  that  we  were  anxiously  await- 
ing the  result  of  the  deputation  from  the  Kmgston 
Piscatorials  to  H.M.  Office  of  Works.  Mr.  W.  H. 
Rogers  now  tells  me  that  "  it  was  most  favourably 
received.thanked  for  calling  attention  to  the  matter, 
and  assured  that  immediate  steps  would  be  taken  to 
prevent  further  mischief." 


Angling  amid  Hurricane. 

During  the  hurricane  which  raged  over  Norfolk, 
says  the  Evening  News  of  Feb.  26,  two  anglers  (Mr. 
W.  Smith,  of  Wroxham,  and  Mr.  Jacob  Splashett, 
of  Lowestoft)  made  a  wonderful  catch  of  pike  on 
Wroxham  Broad.  Both  were  fishing  with  rod  and  line 
and  live  bait ;  and  as  the  surface  of  the  broad  was 
lashed  into  a  miniature  sea,  the  wind  appears  to 
have  driven  the  pike  into  shoals,  as  the  two  fisher- 
men bagged  no  fewer  than  seven  fine  jack.  The 
biggest  scaled  271b.,  while  the  others  weighed  201b., 
171b.,  I51b.,  141b.,  13ilb.,  and  101b.  respectively. 


Anglo-French  Piscatorials. 

At  the  last  meeting  (Mr.  Alfred  Abrahams  in  the 
chair)  it  was  reported  that  several  members  had 
been  out  with  fair  success.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abrahams, 
fishing  in  the  Thames  at  Culham,  had  1 61b.  of  good 
roach,  dace,  and  perch,  and  one  chub  of  31b.  6oz., 
taken  on  a  fine  roach  tackle.  Mr.  Reuben  Jacobs 
also  some  good  dace  and  roach  from  Twickenham. 
Members  are  requested  to  attend  on  Wednesday 
evening  next,  March  4,  at  7.30  sharp,  at  the  Cercle 
FranQais,  for  the  transaction  of  very  important 
business. 

The  "Sneering"  Pike. 

"Sceptical  "writes : — "  Dear  Dragnet, — A  friend 
has  written  me  with  regard  to  the  picture  of  the 
pike  with  a  turned-up  snout  which  appeared  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Feb.  22.  He  is  not  an  angler, 
but  happened  to  see  and  read  that  issue  in  an  hotel 
smoking-room.  He  tells  me  that  many -years  ago 
he  was  at  work  at  Walthamstow  Reservoir,  and 
that  every  now  and  then  a  strange  tapping  could 
be  heard  at  one  part  of  the  basin.  Observation 
was  made,  and  it  was  discovered  that  it  was  caused 
by  long  thin  fish  dashing  at  one  of  the  tiles  that 
formed  the  wall.  No  further  notice  was  taken 
until  repairs  were  going  on,  and  certain  damaged 
tiles  were  replaced  with  sound  ones. 

*  *  *  * 

"  As  a  curiosity  he  took  home  the  one  which  he 
had  seen  the  fish  attacking,  and  on  examining  it, 
could  find  no  difference  from  the  ordinary  tile 
except  that  it  had  stamped  on  it  what  was  probably 
the  name  of  the  actual  maker — 
'A.  Dace.' 

He  has  no  doubt  now  that  the  tapping  fish  were 
hungry  jack,  and  that  it  was  this  tapping  that  led 
to  the  snout  turning."  Dbaqnbt. 


I 


Februaet.29,  1908 

^  Xetters  to  the  lEbitor* 

f-^e  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  hy  our  Correspondents'] 
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SALMON  FLY  HISTORY. 
Deab  Marston, — In  answer  to  yours  asking  if  I 
can  give  you  the  history  of  the  Black  Dog,  I  have 
put  myself  to  a  little  trouble  to  find  this  for  you 
knowing  well  the  Black  Dog  of  the  Tay  was  far 
older  than  I  am.    I  asked  several  of  the  oldest 
fishermen.    I  knew  one  of  these,  James  Irvine  late 
head  keeper  to  the  Earl  of  KinnouU,  who  has  been 
,  an  angler  all  his  life    and  also  an  amateur  fly- 
dresser.    He  says  he  has  known  the  Flack  Dog  all 
his  life  (he  is  now  over  80  years  old),  and  ia  his 
younper  days  the  Black  Dog  had  a  silver  grey  wing 
when  it  could  be  got,  and  the  first  mixed  winged 
Black  Dog  was  made  by  Mrs.  Hogg,  fishing  tackle 
maker.Edinburgh.  All  the  other  old  fishermen  on  the 
-  Tay  remember  the  Black  Dog  all  their  lives.   I  have 
made  Black  Dogs  with  both  plain  and  mixed  wings 
/for  over  forty  years,  and  many  others  have  also 
done  so.    In  the  spring  of  1884  T  gave  Mr.  Kelson 
several  Black  Dogs  of  large  size  with  mixed  wings, 
ihe  Black  Dog  has  gone  through  various  stages 
The  first  mention  I  can  find  in  any  book  is  in  the 
"Driffield  Angler,"  published  in  1821  by  Alexander 
Mackintosh,  and  dedicated  to  His  Grace  the  Duke 
of  Athole.    The  writer  says  he  caught  a  salmon 
with  a  fly  at  Castle  Menzies  in  the  vear  1765  that 
weighed  54ilb.,  showing  that  he  had  fished  the 
if^',        P*8e  104  he  gives  "a  third  fly,  called  the 
Black  Dog  m  Scotland." 

The  hook  No.  1  and  shank  near  Sin.  long  ;  the 
wings,  the  bluish  feather  from  the  heron's  wing 
mtermixed  with  the  spotted,  reddish  ones  of  a 
turkey's  tail;  feathers,  fort>e  body,  lead  coloured 
hog  s  soft  wool  from  under  the  ear,  small  gold 
twist,  a  large  black  cock's  hackle  ;  the  head,  a  little 
dark  green  mohair,  and  dark  green  silk. 

He  says  that  he  killed  on  the  River  Tay,  in  one 
day,  twelve  salmon,  near  Bread  albane's,  that 
weighed  together  18  stone,  with  this  fly  only. 

I  have  had  many  old  anglers'  fly  books  and  have 
seen  this  same  pattern  in  them.    All  were  dressed 
on  a  length  of  twisted  gut.    The  Black  Do^g  the 
o  d  anglers  tell  me  about  were  dressed  some  with 
black  pig's  wool  for  the  body,  others  black  floss 
SI  k;  ribbed  with  silver  tinsel  and  golden  floss 
silk  between  the  tinsel,  put  (on  spiral ;   a  large 
black  cock's  hackle  or  a  heron  hackle ;  winas,  silver 
grey  from  a  turkey's  tail ;  the  tail  of  the  fly  yellow 
or  orange.    This  waS  considered  the  best  fly  that 
could  be  put  on  the  Tay  over  sixty  years  ago 
Sliver  Grey  Turkeys  were  difficult  to  get,  and  the 
mixed  wing  was  introduced,  and  made  first  as  I 
said  before,  by  Mrs.  Hogg,  of  Edinburgh,  who  was 
known  all  over  Scotland  for  her  famous  salmon 
Hies.    For  many  years  Mr.  Anderson,  fishing  taclde 
maker,  Dunkeld,  made .  them   with    two  white 
feathers  from  under  the  snipe's  wing,  which  are 
black  and  white,  above  this  a   few  fibres  of 
turkey  and  swan  dyed.    Others  made  them  with 
mixed  wmgs     composed    mostly    of  Amhurst 
and    Silver   Pheasant    and  dyed  feathers;  the 
bodies  all  having  orange  sUk  run  down  between  the 
ijnsel    Robert  Wright,  a  fishing-tackle  maker  of 
Edinburgh,  dressed  the  Black  Dog  with  red  silk 
aetween  the  silver  tinsel,  two  claret  hackle  for 
inder  wing,  and  mixed  wing  composed  mostly  of 
lark  brown  Turkey  ;  this  was  rather  a  dull-coloured 
ly.    Iwenty  years  ago  I  discarded  the  yellow  or 
;old-coloured  floss  run  down  the  body  and  put 
;old  tinsel  instead,  as  much  spiral  as  possible,  a 
)lac<  hackle  over  the  body,   heron  hackle  at 
houlder,  and  a  turn  or  two  of  Guinea  fowl  above 
mder  mngs,  two    long  jungles  over  two  claret 
.ackles  (sometimes  orange),  Silver  Grey,  Peacock 
^aU  Turkey,  Argus  Pheasant,  Amhurst,  Bustard, 
Vood  Duck,  blue,  red,  and  yellow  dyed  Swan, 
hort  jur^le,  and  a  crest.     I  find  this  fly  is  mor4 
howy   than  the    former    ones,    and    no  other 
y  surpasses  it  on  the  Tay  either  spring  or  autumn 

Z  ZJ^^i  ^""t  ^^""^^  grey  wing  is  neve; 

sed  now.  I  enclose  another  to  show  the  old  body 
■ithout  Gmnea  fowl  and  more  sombre  in  win?  - 
Dryden  3  :book,  published  in  1840.  His  first  fly 
fcorlH^ir  and  plaiii  silver  grey  turkey  wing, 

toddart  mentions  a  Black  Dog,  page  240  •  winsi 
lue  heron  feather '  mixed  withered  turkey  ;  bodv 
W  ^  ff*  '•  f  ^'^^^^  ^^'th  gold  lace ;  large 
^ack  ha,ckle.  Another  he  gives  as  a  Tay  flv— dark 
^ohair  heron  hackle,  silver  tinsel  wing,  mottled 
irkey,  either  brown  or  white,  tailyeUow  or  orange 
(MS,  no  doubt,  is  the  Tay  Black  Dog.  ^ 
You  also  ask  me  about  mixed  wings.  These 
Zl  ^^"^  ^^''l  before  any  of  us  or  oar  fathers 

afl«n°H t^'^J^?  '^"g^'-       Ireland  than 

^otland    According  to  Younger's  book,  Irish  flies 
TO  used  on  the  Tweed  ninety-four  ye«s  aeo 
»  author  of  the  "  American  Angler,"  pubHshed  iii 


1884,  says  Sdver  Greys  were  usedjin  his  boyhood  in 
the  rivers  in  Ireland.  The  "Angler's  Desideratum  " 
published  in  1839,  mentions  fancy  flies  and  loops 
close  to  the  head  of  the  fly.  Thi^«  North  County 
Angler,    pubhshed  in  1 81 7,  mentions  more  than 

■n'^'iSQ^"^"  ^.-^        ■  Rennie,"  published 

l«-if.  mentioni  mixed  wings.     Stoddart,  1847 

turkey,  with  yellow  or  white  tips  for  under  wins- 
grey  turkey  or  teal  or  Peahen ;  also  Peahen  and 
grey  turkey  mixed,  etc.  This  mixture  is  entirely 
away  from  Irish.  He  also  gives  a  mixed  wing  for 
the  Shin,  page  398-a  large  hook,  with  mixed  wing, 

fo?;b«    V,  ^'^'"^  ^r^^^'  jay  feathers 

for  the  shoulder  crest  of  fgolden  pheasant  for  tail 
and  silver  tinsel.  He  also  mentions  the  Dund..s8 
fly  having  mixed  wmg" .slips,  also  the  General,  com- 
posed of  golden  pheasant  crests,  as  in  the  Parson 

u^*^^^"^  fly-  having  mixture  of 

golden  pheasant,  common  pheasant,  parrot,  pea- 
'  '^°^^}^^  turkey,  along  with  blue  jay 
feathers  placed  along  each  side 

Blacker   published  1855,  page  30,  gives  a  wing 
?«!w  P"*.''"'  'composed  of  golden  pheasant 

neck  feathers,  sdver  pheasant  tail  piece  of  peacock 
wing,  teal  feather,  and  a  piece  of  wood  duck  He 
says,  "  lay  them  all  evenly  and  tie  down  " 
^^^°*her,  page  34,  much  the  same,  ready  to  tie 

Francis  Francis'  book  on  angling,  published 
in  1867,  says,  in  speakmg  of  the  Tay  flies-  "All 

anri   fj  T  ^^^^^  ^"P^  «^  Turkey 

and  gold,  have  disappeared,  and  in  their  stead 
mixed  wings  with  jungle  cock,  wood  duck,  and 
toppings  in  them  reign. 

''Old  standard  flies,  since  the  memory  o  the 
oldest  inhabitant,  now  no  longer  tak'  their  auld 
cloaks  about  them." 

The  Black  Dog  is  smartened  up  and  has  now  a 
silver  tmsel  tag  or  topping  for  a  tail  black  ostrich, 
but  black  silk  body  ribbed  with  silver,  red  silk  and 
gold  tinsel  side  by  side,  a  black  hackle  all  the  way 
up,  and  at  shoulder  a  very  long  fibred  claret  hackle 
1  should  tlunk  it  must  be  a  blue  heron's  dyed 
Ihe    wing  IS  a  mixed   wing,    with    under  wing 
of    gold    pheasant    ruff,  with    slices    of  wood 
duck    over,    and    over    that    mixed    fibres  of 
gold  pheasant  tail,  Bustard,    dyed  swan.!  Vari- 
ous claret,  yellow  orange,  speckled  peacock,  and 
some  peacock,  herl,  blue  and  red  macaw,  with  one 
toppmg  over  all.     Blackhead  hook  3in.  long,  or 
longer.    The  flies  for  the  Tay  were  sent  Mr.  Francis 
Francis  by  Mr.  Baton,  of  Perth,  who  at  that  time 
supplied  fishmg  tackle.    I  employed  the  same  fly 
dresser  for  several  years,  but  he  has  now  been  dead 
tor  over  twenty  years.    No  better  fly  dresser  ever 
lived.  Francis  Francis  thought  him  a  dab  at  it  and 
naeant  to  come  and  get  a  lesson  from  him.   Now  all 
these  fancy  flies  had  mixed  wings  tied  exactly  the 
same  as  they  are  to-day.  ^ 

According  to  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  Bart.  Book 
of  Salmon  and  Sea-Trout  "),  the  original  Jock  Scott 
was  invented  and  dressed  by  John  Scott  in  1845 
when  on  his  way  to  Norway  (see  page  123.  where 
^?   T  ^  Ph°to  of  the  original). 

Ihis  Jock  Scott  had  a  mixed  wing.    Mr.  Kelson 
saysm  his  book,  page  192,  that  J.  Scott  told  him 
?et  about  the  original  in  1850,  whereas  it  was 
made  five  years  before.— Yours  faithfuUy. 

Perth,  Feb.  25.  p.  d.  mIlloch, 


1 

and  the  Mixed  Wing."    "  Some  two  or  three  years 

?fH°'!,H ^^"-^^^  "'^"^  conversation-s  the  fishermen 
had  added  to  thes,  a  third  genus  of  fly."  a  naee 
later,  the  manufacture  of  the  "Mix^  Wing"  i! 
discussed  It  may  have  been  something  f,uit1 
different  from  Mr.  Kelson's  "Mixed  Wings  "--I 
eave  that  aspect  of  the  controversy  to  others  But 

tJo^FrL  P.'^'-T'  ^  ^^"'•^  visited 
mrJ'^  ~T  T^^  T""?  ^^^'^  *hree  years  before 
Hardy.  Gi^offrey  Gathorne- 

n,iif«l!^  perfectly  clear  that  Mr.  Kelson  was  quite 
mistaken  m  claiming  to  bo  the  pioneer  of  m  xed 

It  Zv  i  ^^"^tT"'^  '^'^  ^^''^  ^  the  thirties 

It  may  seem  a  little  matter,  but  he  does  not  think 
so  becau  ehe  says,  "it  is  interesting  to  trace  the 

?he  wi^.  ^/F'    ^^^^  i-Portant  than 

the  wing  and  I  have  proved  he  is  wrong  about  the 
history  of  the  "  tag  "  also.— Ed.  J 

LLANGORSE  LAKE— PIKE  FISHING— 
A  WARNING. 

"  Ww!  n'~-^v'yi°^  "P°''  *he  information  in  the 
a^A^'^l  f^lV'V^'"'^  P^'^'^e  ^"this  lake  "is 
L  follows  f^""*      ""'^^  -rites  me 

free^o'l?&  T  f^^*  .^^'^'^ch  account  now,  being 
free  to  all  the  '  Johnmes'  from  far  and  near,  with 
unhmtted  trimmenng,  and  some  of  the  natives  hive 
t'ffi'sh  .  "y?  *h-^by-getting  4d.  per  pound  f^r 
the  fish  !    You  may  average  one  pike  a  day  " 

i  can  depend  upon  this  report  as  reliable,  which 
IS  more  than  I  can  say  for  that  in  the  "Angler's 
Diary.'  and  I  send  this  to  prevent  other  angfers 
from  being  mis  ed  iato  taking  a  long  joufney 
—perhaps  on  a  wUd  goose  cliase-after  pike.-- Yoiu-s 

Jack  Spbatt. 

[Sorry  to  hear  it. — Ed.] 


[Much  obliged  to  Mr.  Malloch  for  his  interesting 
letter.  The  book  I  have  been  trying  to  remembe? 
'i?  ^'fl'  I  *he  Black  Dog  mentioned  was  "  The 
Driffield  Angler,"  by  Mackintosh,  published  in  1821 
±  teel  sure  I  mentioned  it  in  an  Occasional  Note  a 
year  or  so  ago,  as  an  interesting  reference  to  a 
iamo us  salmon  fly. — Ed.] 


"MIXED  WINGS"  AND  THINGS. 
Dear  Sib.— I  write  in  some  alarm,  lest  involved 
in  the  weekly  flow  of  Mr.  Kelson's  diverting  ,  pen 
i  should  myself  become  an  "  inky  boy  " 

■  '*T^  ^^S^""*^  *°  "  ^"^^^  Wings,"'  in  your  last 

issue  Mr.  Kelson  seems  to  advance  his  claims  from 
the  spirit  of  the  invention  to  the  letter  of  its  name 
thus : —  ' 

"  In  the  matter  of  the  '  mixed  wings,'  and  my 
claim  to  be  the  pioneer  thereof,  I  have  made  an 
extensive  search  in  old  letters,  papers,  etc.,  and 
can  find  no  mention  whatever  of  the  phrase '  mixed 
wmgs  '  before  my  use  of  it.  Mr.  B.  N.  Everard 
whose  name  as  a  fisherman  carries  weight,  writes 
to  me  :  'J  have  had  a  look  here  and  there  but 
cannot  find  the  words  "  mixed  wings."  '  " 

I  cannot  of  course,  "prove  "  when  Mr.  Kelson 
first  used  the  phrase,  but  in  "  The  Erne,  its  Legends 
and  Fly-fishing"  (published  in  1851),  by  the  Rev 
H.  Newland  (the  "  Parson  "),  I  find  the  following  •— 
>  T^t^^  ^V^J  .",^®fore  the  arrival  of  our  fishermen 
It  (the  artificial  entomology  of  the  Erne)  might  be 
said  to  consist  of  two  distinct  genera— the  Butterfly 


UNDRESSED  SILK  FISHING  LINES. 
Dear  SIR.-I  shaU  be  glad  to  hear  from  the 
manufacturers  of  Taper  Undressed  Pure  Silk  Fishmg 

2f-pTrI°T*y^^    ,  ^  F.  VV.  Akstiss^ 

^6,  b  irst-street,  London,  S. W. 

RE  OUSE  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

Dear  Sib,— The  committee  of  the  above  society 
are  surely  open  to  adverse  criticism  by  the  re.ent 
Dike        ''^v*^  0"^«-ith  some  300  smal5 

pike,  when  it  is  well  known  that  the  river  already 
contains  so  many  small  pike.  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  the  title  of  the  society  would  be  more  in 
keeping  ,f  it  was  amended  to  the  "Ouse  Angling 
Destrmtion  Society  "—especially  when  by  a  simplf 
calculation  it  is  seen  what  an  enormous  amount  of 
damage  the  new  pike  will  do  (not  counting  the 
rivers  ordinary  stock  of  pike)  to  the  small  fish 

Sr^P^'^'lt^^'  T}"  '^"^  Pil^^-"'  consume  ai 
least  one  fish  each  day  (which,  Mr.  Editor,  I  think 
you  will  agree  is  a  very  modest  estimate),  it  will  be 
109°500  ^^^^         ^'^^  ^""^^  consumed 

To  my  mind  this  seems  deplorable,  when  the 
money  could  have  been  better  spent  in  improving 
the  strain  of  roach  (say  a  few  good  roach  from 
the  Hampshire  Avon),  carp  and  bream.  SmaU 
carp  and  bream  in  the  Ouse  are  noted  bv  their 
absence;  thus  it  may  be  fau-ly  assumed  that  the 
reproduction  of  these  two  species  is  somewhat 
limited.  It  would  be  mteresting  if,  Mr.  Editor  vou 
would  give  your  opinion  of  the  matter,  as  I  believe 
the  river  is  well  known  to  you. — Yours  truly, 

■p  Q       cj  c  PiSCATOB. 

ir.^  ~^  A  few  years  ago  much  expense  was 
incurred  and  wasted  m  turning  trout  into  the  river 

tlf  J'T^t^^  *^i^'''  "^^^'y  the  trout  were 
eaten  by  the  pike  almost  immediately  (one  jack 
was  caught,  and  when  opened  was  found  to  have 
m  its  maw  five  or  six  trout). 

[It  does  seem  extraordinary  that  Ouse  anfi]er<? 
want  more  small  pike.  I  saw  plenty  near  Bar- 
combe  Mills  last  summer.— Ed.]  ^ 

THE  DAP  AND  THE  DRY-FLY  ON 
IRISH  LAKES. 
Dear  Sib,— Seeing  in  Fishing  Gazem  of  Feb  22 
an  article  signed  "Mona."  re  "The  Dap  and  the 

^^v.^  °?  Y^^^''  ^'  ^  ^'^^  who'^has  tried 

both,  wish  to  make  some  remarks  on  it  That 
gentleman  says  that  trout  never  seem  to  rise  freely 
at  the  May  Fly-weU.  in  this  I  am  glad  to  say  h^'^ 
much  mistaken.  During  the  May  Fly  season  I  hava 
seen  trout  feed  freely  all  around  for  days  I  have 
dapped  nearly  every  season  lor  the  last  ten  or  fifteen 
years,  and  can  honestly  say  that  I  never  have  been 
on  Lough  Derg  for  one  single  day  during  the  AW 
Fly  season  without  seeing  plenty  of  trout  leedin*-  on 
the  May  Fly.  ~"a 
"Mona"  saya  that  they  never  rise  at  all  at 
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THB  ONLY 

Effectivb 

INSECT 


REPELLER 


'which    Is    NOT  GREASY, 
)N-POISONOUS,  PERFECTLY 
IRMLESS,    EASILY  APPLIED, 
"and  pleasant  and  refreshing  to  use. 


GOUND  LODGE  INN, 

ON  SEVERN 

1  mile  from  Cressage.Shropshire.G.  W.R., 
7  miles  from  Shrewsbury— Trap  if 
desired). 


Prepared  by 

FRANK  A.  ROGERS,  327,  Oxford  St.,  W. 


PIKE.  ROACH. 


PERCH. 


GOOD  FREE  FISHING 

THE  BEST  THREE  MILES  ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  aocoininodation.  Punts,  Baits, 
&o.,  always  ready.  Beasonable  charges. 
Home  Comforts.    Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARD.  HOLYWELL  FERRY.  HDNTS. 


•  THE  ANGLER'S  PARADISE. 

DOWROS  BAY  HOTEL, 

ROSBEG,  CO.  DONEGAL. 

The  above  Hotel  is  situated  in  its  own  grounds, 
overlooking  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  in  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  parts  of  the  Donegal  Highlands. 
Excellent  Ti'out  Fishing  in  four  magnificent 
lal<es  belonging  to  the  Hotel.  Shooting  over 
5000  acres.  Good  Golf  Links.  Terms  moderate. 
Every  modern  convenience.  Under  e.Kperienced 
new  English  management.  Apply,  Managkress. 


A  commodious  and  comfortable  Country  Hos- 
telry, pleasantly  situated,  on  the  Severn.  Under 
new  and  efficient  management. 

AN  IDEAL  RESORT  FOR  A 
QUIET  HOLIDAY. 

Moderate  Tariff:  special  terms  for  Angling 
and  Family  Parties  (week-ends  or  longer  periods). 

BOATING  AND  FISHING  on  several  miles 
of  the  fiuest  reaches  of  Mid-Severn.  Trout, 
Graying.  Pike,  Roach,  Cluib,  Perch,  &c. 
Severn  Conservators  rod  and  line  license,  2s.  per 
annum,  obtainable  at  Shrewsbury  or  elsewhere. 

Traps  and  Boats  for  hu'e  at  reasonable 
harges. 

Ample  Stabling  and  Motor  and  Cycle  Accom 
modation. 

Places  of  Interest  in  the  vicinity :— Buildwas 
Abbey,  Wenlock  and  Piiory,  Atchara  and  the 
Roman  City  of  Uriconium,  Pitchford  and  Con- 
dover  Halls,  Acton  Bnrnell  Castle,  &c. 

Proprietor :  WALTER  PRICE, 

CoDND  Lodge  Inn,  near  Ckessage,  Salop. 


SOUTH  DEVON. 

Apartments  To  Let. 

1  minute  from  River  Dart.  2  miles 
private  fishing.  Good  for  Salmon  and 
Trout.— Apply, 

MRS.  BEARD, 
Northwood,  Buckfastleigh. 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE, 

Good  Free  Bottom  Fishing,  River 
Nene,  Boating,  Hunting. 
TO  LET 

from  2.5th  March,  "  Riverview."  Woodford. 
Drawing,  Dining,  Bath  Rooms,  five  Bedrooms. 
Back  Stairs,  Hot  Linen  Cupboard,  Two-stall 
Stable,  Coachhouse,  Man's  Room,  Large  Loft 
Water  laid  on  free  of  water  rate.  Near  Church 
Telegraph  Office  ;  Station  one  mile  ;  London  one 
and-a-half  hours.    Rent,  £36.— Apply, 

CHARLTON,  Estate  Office,  Newton.  Kettering 


NEWFOUNDLAND. 

THE  BUNGALOW  GRAND  LftKE. 

Excellent  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing, 

Also  Caribou  Shooting.  Boats,  Tents, 
Guides,  &c.,  provided. — Apply,  J.  B- 
Whitakee,  Eainworth,  Mansfield,  Notts. 


TO  LET, 

fpom  1st  to  14.th  April  (inclusive) 
If  Miles  Superior 

TROUT  FISHING 

WIIH  GOOD  CHANCE  OF 

SALMON, 

ON 

DEYERON,  ABERDEENSHIRE 

Comfortable    house,  with  attendance. 
Also  for  June  and  J uly. — Apply, 
John  Stuaet,  Solicitor,  Huntly,  N.B. 


BEDROOM  &  SITTING  ROOM 

TO  LET. 

Three  minutes'  walk  from  Station,  same 
distance  from  River  Teviot.  Rod  fishing 
free.— For  further  particulars  apply, 

MRS.  CAPE, 
RoxBUEGH  Cottage,  Roxburgh,  N.B. 


TROUT  FARM 

WANTED   TO  BUY 

About  5,000  acres  of  land  suitable  for 
Fish  Culture,  with  house,  on  the  Test  or 
other  trout  river.  Must  have  good  fall, 
not  subject  to  flood.— Tulloch,  170, 
Victoria  Street,  S.W. 


FISHING.-CORRIB. 

SMALL 

WELL-FURNISHED  HOUSE 

TO  LET 

For  Fishing  Season,  or  by  year. — Apply, 
"  A,"  c/o  Eason  &  Son,  Dublin. 


THERE  IS  A  VACANCY 

IN  AN 

Old-established  Fishing  Society, 

owning  about  5  miles  of  a  well-stockod 
and  strictly-preserved  River  about  half 
an  hour  from  London.  References  re- 
quired.— Apply  by  letter  to  Hon.  Sbcre- 
TABY,  6,  Westmorland  Buildings,  E.G. 


MELLING, 

93,  Greenough  Street,  Wigan. 

FISHING  TACKLE,  CHEAPEST  &  BEST. 

Send  1/-  postal  order  for  3  sample  Gut 
Lines,  each  3  yards  long  and  complete 
with  2  hooks  and  quill  float.  Gut  Casts, 
3  yards  long,  from  2d.  each. 

I'ltlCE  LISTS  FltEE. 


LONDON  THEATRES. 

DR U Ft Y  L A N E  T H E AIRE  ROYAL. 
Managing  Director,  ARTHUR  COLLINS.  — 
Every  Evening  at  7.30,  Matinee  eveiy  Wednes- 
day and  Saturday  at  1.30,  THE  BABES  IN 
THE  WOOD.  Messrs.  Walter  Passmore,  Harry 
Fragson,  Neil  Kenyon,  Harrison  Brocliljanlc, 
Johnny  Danvers,  Arthur  Conquest ;  Mdmes 
Agnes  Fraser,  MadgeVincent,  Meredith  Meredro 
Florence  Warde,  and  Marie  George. 

 ,  Every 

.  ^„JHER.  Mr.  Arthur  Bour 
chier  ;  Messrs.  Cyril  Keightley,  Marsh  Allen. 
C  L.  Lane,  E.  W.  Tarver,  E.  B.  Payne  ;  Miss 
Henrietta  Watson.  Mesdames  Ethel  Matthews, 
G  Baird,  N.  Moore,  M.  Aldridge,  and  Miss 
Marie  Lohr.  At  8.30,  COMPROMISING 
MARTHA.  Matinee  every  Wednesday  and 
Saturday  at  2.30. 


tJAYMARKET  THE  AIRE— Every  Evenin 
n.    atO.O,  HER  FATI 


TROUT  FISHING 

WANTED, 

for  June,  preferably  on  Test  or  Itchen,  a 

GOOD  DRY  FLY  WATER 

for  one  Bod. — Send  full  details  to 
INIessrs.GEiMBLE  &  Ker,  Shooting  Agents, 
44,  Duke  Street,  St.  James',  S.W. 


last  yonr  Eye  on  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  tlie  world,  post  free, 
doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES, 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d.i 

or  12  doz.  for  6s. 
THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 

WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 
for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powers 

— having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle, 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
 cation.  

WHITE  BROTHERS 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

OMAOH,  IRELAND,  


SALMON  FISHING. 

A  ROD  WANTED 

to  make  one  of  three  for  tlie  month  ol 
August  next  on  a  splendid  River  in 
Sweden.    Bag  for  August,   1906,  165 
Salmon.    Price  £75.— Apply, 
Wilkinson  &  Son,  47,  Bloomsbury 
Square,  Loudon,  W.C. 


CARETAKER. 


Advertiser  and  Wife 
SEEK  SITUATION, 

Age  32  years ;  both  strong  and  capable 
Best  references.— "  E.  L.,"  8,  Median 
Road,  Lower  Clapton,  N.E. 


ROD  MAKERS 

REQUIRED 

For  First-class  Split  Cane  &  Greeuheart  Work 

Apply  personally,  or  by  letter,  to 
C.  FARLOW  &  CO.,  Ltd.,  191,  Strand 
London. 


WM.  BROWN  &  CO.,  Fishing  Tackle  Makers 
in  Gkorge  Stkbet,  Aberdeen,  for  upwards  of 
Ninety  Years,  )ieg  to  intimate  that  from  Feb.  1, 
190S,  their  address  will  be  150,  Union  Street, 
Aberdeen,  to  which  address  all  communications 
should  be  sent  henceforth.  Makers  of  Flies  of 
every  kind  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Bass,  Grayling, 
&c.  '  Natural  Baits,  Artificial  Baits,  and  Tackles 
of  all  kinds.  Casts,  Traces,  Lines,  Reels,  Rods, 
GiifTs,  Nets,  Creels,  and  Wading  Equipment. 
Sole  makers  of  Brown!  s  Phantom.  Wholesale  and 
Retail.  Taxidermy,  Angling's  Agency.  Tele 
grams:  "Phantom,  Aberdeen." 


THE  PLAYHOUSE,  Northumberland  Avenue. 
—Every  Evening  at  9,  for  a  limited  number 
if  performances,  a  New  Play,  in  three  Acts, 
FIDO.  Adapted  by  Eva  Anstruther  from  the 
French  of  M.  Malin.  Cyril  Maude  and  Winifred 
Emery.  Preceded  at  8.15  by  a  play  in  one  act, 
called  A  GOLDEN  WEDDING.  Cyril  Maude 
and  Alfred  Bishop.  Matinee  of  both  Plays  evei-y 
Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  2.15.  All  seats  can 
be  booked. 


DALY'S  THEATRE.— Every  Evening  at  8.16 
THE  MERRY  WIDOW.  Messrs.  Robert 
Evett,  W.  H.  Berry,  Lennox  Pawle,  Gordon 
Cleather,  Fred  Kaye,  V.  O'Connor,  R.  Roberts, 
and  .loseph  Coyne  and  George  Graves ;  Misses 
Elizabeth  Firth,  Gabrielle  Ray,  G.  Lester, 
Desmond,  Glyn,  Welch,  Dombey,  Irving,  Le 
Grand,  Webster,  Munro,  and  Miss  Lily  Elsie. 


ST.  JAMES'S  THEATRE,  King  Street,  Pall 
Mall.— Every  Evening,  at  8.40  sharp,  THE 
THIEF.  Mr.  George  Alexander  and  Miss  Irene 
Vanbrugh.  Mr.  Sydney  Valentine,  Mr.  K.  Lyall 
Swete,  Mr.  Reginald  Owen. 


PRINCE  OF  WALES'  THEATRE.  —  Every 
Evening,  at  8,  MISS  HOOK  OF  HOLLAND. 
Mr.  G.  P.  Huntley,  Mr.  Maurice  Farkoa,  Messrs. 
George  Barrett,  Herbert  Clayton,  W.  Pringle, 
B.  J.  Foster  ;  Mesdames  Gracie  Leigh.  Eva  Kelly, 
G.  Brogden,  G.  Xvery,  and  Isabel  Jay. 

KINGS  WAY  THEATRE,  Great  Queen  Street. 
— Lessee  and  Manager,  Miss  Lena  Ashwell. 
All  seats  may  be  booked.  Every  Evening  at  9.0, 
DIANA  OF'DOBSON'S.  By  Cicely  Hamilton. 
Matinee  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  3.0. 
Miss  Lena  Ashwell.  At  8.15,  THE  BISHOP'S 
CANDLESTICKS.   By  Norman  McKinnel. 


FISHING  ROD 
TIMBER. 

Greenheart,  Hickory,  Ash,  and  Lance- 
wood,  specially  selected  by  Experts, 
supplied  in  logs,  planks  and  squares 
WHOLESALE  ONLY. 

JOSEPH  OWEN  &  SONS,  Ltd. 

Timber  Merchants.  LIVERPOOL. 


ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY 

Patron :  HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING 
Presidenf-H.R.H.  The  Duke  of  Connaught,.K.G 


THIETr-SEVENTH  SEASON,  1907-1908. 


ROYAL  ALDERT  HALL 

Ash  Wednesday  Evg.,  4th  Mar.,  1908 

AT  8  O'CLOCK. 

THE  DREAM  OF 
GERONTIUS 

ELGAR. 


Miss    GERTRUDE  LONSDALE 
Mr.   GERVASE  ELWES. 
Mr.  DALTON  BAKER. 

BAND  AND  CHORUS,  ONE  THOUSAND, 
Organist^Mr.  H.  L.  Balfour,  Mds.B. 
Conductor— Sir  FREDERICK  BRIDGE,  M.V.O 
Doors  open  at  7  ;  commence  at  8  o'clock. 
Stalls,  7s.  6d. ;  Arena,  6s. ;  Balcony,  Reserved,  5s. 
Unreserved,  is.  ;  Boxes  from  £1  lis.  6(2.  to  £3  3s. 
Gallery  (Promenade),  One  Shilling.   Tickets  may 
be  had  of  the  usual  Agents,  and  at  the  Royal 
Albert  Hall. 


ANGLING 


BURB 
CAM 

CHELHIER 
CROUCH 

SEA 


ON  THE  RIVERS 

I.EA  STORT 
NENE  STOUR 
ORWELL  WAVBNEY 
OUSE  WELLAND 

FISHING 

ON  THB 

EAST  COAST. 

CHEAP  WEEK-END  TICKETS  ARE 
ISSUED  EVERY  SATURDAY 

to  stations  serving  the  above  and  other 

Fishing  Resorts. 
For  full  particulars  write  to  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Line,  Liverpool  St.  Station, 
London,  B.C. 


H.  JOHNSON,  Gut  Merchant. 

Send  1/-  for  3  SAMPLE  CASTS,  3  yards  each, 
tapered,  fine,  medium,  and  strong,  and  see 
Quality. 

BEST   SELECTED  DRAWN   GUT,  3,  i,  and  5x, 

13  in.,  2/6  ;  15  in.,  3/- ;  18  in.,  4/-  per  100. 
BEST  UNDRAWN  GUT,  2x,  fine,  16  in.,  2/6; 

18  in.,  3/- ;  20  in.,  3/6  per  100. 
GUT    CASTS,   FIRST    QUALITY,  1  yard,  1/4; 

2  yards,  2/6  ;  3  yards,  3/6  per  doz. 
BEST    SOLID    PLAITED    ROACH    LINES,  per 

100  yards,  1/6:  BARBEL.  2/-;  PIKE,  3/6. 
BEST    NOTTINGHAM    LOBS    AND    BAG.  3/4 

per  1,000.  THE  trade  supplied. 

155,  Waterway  Street,  Nottingham. 


CLEOBURY  NORTH  FISHERY 

SHROPSHIRE. 

Proprietor— E.  S.  Hamilton-Bossell. 
Brown,  Looli  Leven,  and  Rainbow  Trout, 
for  delivery  from  Ludlow  or  Bridgnorth 
Stations. 

Apply  J.  Martin,  The  Fishery,  Cleobury 
North,  Bridgnorth.  


m 


k^  '  ^  Instruction 

^^^B    HOW  TO  BE.,$UCCE5.(FUL 
Poji  free  \  HOW.  TO  DREJ5  FLIE5, 
6'4     \  HOW  TO  U5E  THE,M  / 

Oraer/rom  \  .  v/ILL  TEACH  VOU  / 


P 


ears 


The  goodness  in  Pears' 
Soap  is  an  antidote  for  all 
bad  complexions. 

For  goodness  sake  use 
Pears% 

Sold  in  every  land. 


February  29,  1908 
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nything  else.    Thia  is  wrong.    Trout  will  rise  at 

small  fly  called  the  "  Stone  Fly,"  and  also  at  a 
suitable  artificial  fly.  I  got  trout  last  May  with 
artificial  flies. 

A  keen  fisherman  can  see  trout  rise  fifty  or  sixty 
yards  ahead  of  him  unless  the  day  is  very  stormy, 
when  they  cannot  be  seen  more  than  ten  or  fifteen 
yards  away.  On  calm  days,  in  the  May  Fly  season, 
I  have  seen  the  lake  actually  swarming  with  rising 
trout,  all  f  seding  on  the  May  Fly  or  Green  Drake. 
They  are  rising  all  around  as  far  as  you  can  see, 
some  not  twelve  feet  away  from  the  boat. 

"  Mona  "  must  have  had  very  poor  sport  when  he 
says,  "To  move  six  fish  and  hook  and  kill  four  of 
them  is  a  very  fair  day's  dapping  work  for  one  rod, 
and  to  spot  two,  say,  of  those  before  dapping  them 
is  about  an  average  for  the  day  also."  I  give  one 
man's  daily  totals  for  ten  consecutive  days'  dapping 
just  to  show  the  average  provided  that  the  weather 
is  suitable :  First  day,  thirteen  ;  second  day,  six ; 
third  day,  fifteen ;  fourth  day,  five ;  fifth  day, 
eight ;  sixth  day,  one  (day  calm) ;  seventh  day, 
four  ;  eighth  day,  ten ;  ninth  day,  ten ;  tenth  day, 
eleven.  It  ia  not  at  all  a  rare  occurrence  to  get 
that  many  trout  in  ten  suitable  days. 

As  for  spotting  them  before  you  dap  them,  if  you 
have  a  good  boatman  he  will  do  that  easily  and  put 
the  boat  over  them.  * 

Unfortunately,  dry-fly  fishing  is  not  much  prac- 
tised here,  but  those  that  have  done  so  have  been 
successful. 

The  total  of  trout  caught  by  dapping  in  one 
district  on  Lough  Derg  last  season  was  1547,  so  you 
may  see  that  the  dapping  is  not  such  a  slow  game 
as  it  is  made  out  to  be. 

Any  further  particulars  T  shall  be  pleased  to  give. 
Hoping  I  have  not  taken  up  too  much  space, — 
Yours  truly,  Inniscaltba. 


DAPPING  WITH  THE  NATURAL  MAY  FLY. 

Dear  Sib, — I  have  read  with  much  interest  the 
article  by  "Mona"  in  your  last  issue,  entitled, 
"The  Dap  and  the  Dry  Fly  on  Irish  Lakes,"  and 
although  T  feal  convinced  that  "  Mona  "  knows 
a  great  deal  more  about  the  subject  than  I 
do,  yet  I  must  express  my  surprise  at 
the  advice  he  gives  about  [striking.  He 
eays,  "Always  strike  at  once  "  (!)  Now,  the  les- 
son that  I  found  so  hard  to  learn  was,  Don't  strike 
until  you  have  counted  three  slowly  !  I  never  yet, 
when  dapping  with  the  natural  May  Fly,  succeeded 
in  hooking  a  trout  it  I  struck  immediately  I  saw  the 
rise,  and,  on  the  contrary,  I  rarely  remember  miss- 
ing one  if  I  waited  until  the  flies  had  gone  well 
down  in  the  water — in  fact,  counted  three  slowly. 
This  has  also  been  the  experience  of  all  the  da'ppers 
with  whom  I  have  fished.  "  Mona"  also  says  that 
"  on  a  lake  where  trout  rise  at  all  freely  to  the  May 
Fly  they  never  rise  at  anything  else."  In 
this  he  is  wrong,  as  two  of  the  best  men 
with  the  fly  that  I  am  acquainted  with  never 
even  in  the  height  of  the  dapping  season  use  a 
May  Fly,  either  natural  or  artificial.  Last  dapping 
season  I  saw  a  few  very  fine  trout  taken  on  a  No.  0 
Pennell's  Brown,  and  the  two  men  I  refer  to  nearly 
always  brought  in  better  bags  than  those  who  stuck 
to  the  dap.  In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  thank 
"Mona"  for  having  given  me  many  a  delightful 
moment.  I  always  read  his  articles  with  great 
pleasure. — Yours  truly,  W.  F.  Booth. 

P.S. — "  Mona  "  correctly  says  that  "  to  strike 
hard  is  to  deflect  the  rod  top  considerably  towards 
the  water,"  but  to  strike  at  the  water,  instead  of 
from  it,  gives  an  instantaneous  movement  to  the  fly. 
I  have  often  wondered  what  the  result  would  be  of 
this  method  of  striking,  but  have  never  dared  to 
experiment,  as  rise  i  to  the  dap  are  so  few  and  far 
between  I  felt  I  could  not  afford  to  be  a  pioneer. 


THE  ARTIFICIAL  MAY  FLY  ON  A 
DAPPING  LAIiE. 
Deab  Sib, — ^The  editorial  footnote  to  an  article 
dealing  with  dapping  the  May  Fly  on  Lough  Arrow 
in  your  issue  of  Jan.  25  leads  me  to  think  the  fol- 
lowing account  of  my  experience  with  the  artificial 
may  be  of  interest.  It  is  true  my  experience  is 
confined  to  Corrib,  but  there  as  elsewhere  the  dap 
reigns  supreme  during  the  rise  of  May  Fly.  Corrib 
differs  in  many  respects  from  other  famous  dap- 
ping lakes.  The  fish  caught  run  smaller,  but  more 
numerous.  I  consider  this  is  largely  due  to  the 
measure  of  protection  the  lake  receives  from 
the  Corrib  Fisheries  Association.  It  is  not  my 
purpose  to  compare  the  sporting  merits  of  either 
mode,  but  my  results  may  serve  to  encourage  others 
who  feel  as  I  do,  that  dapping  hardly  satisfies  them, 
as  the  most  sporting  means  they  can  employ.  I  lay 
no  claims  to  be  a  pioneer,  but  the  Editor's  footnote 
above  referred  to  points  to  the  fact  that  there  is 
not  much  authentic ''information  on  the  subject. 
The  results  I  am  about  to  give  should  settle  the 
question  so  far  as  Corrib  is  concerned.    If  Corrib, 


why  not  others  ?    For  two  reasons  alone,  to  my 
mind,  is  the  artificial  worth  while.    Firstly,  the 
vexatious  business  of  fly-catching  is  dispensed  with  ; 
secondly,  there  is  no  reason  for  anyone  to  burden 
himself  with  a  pole,  which  is  no  use  for  other 
methods  of  fishing.    This  pole,   though  necessary 
to    present    the     dap,     leaves     much     to  be 
desired,    when    once    the    fish    is  hooked.  For 
the    last  three   seasons  I  have  confined  myself 
entirely  to  artificial  dy,  and  a  friend  of  mine  does 
likewise.    Our  results  compare  very  favourably 
with  those  obtained  by  dapping.    It  is  sometimes  a 
little  difficult  to  arrive  at  the  actual  dapping  returns 
to  one  rod,  as  it  is  often  the  case  that  two  or  three 
rods  are  at  work  in  one  boat,  the  boatmen  or  man,  as 
the  case  may  be,  fishing  the  extra  rods.  However, 
for  a  rough  comparison,  I  can  quote  one  bag  of  100 
obtained  by  a  dapper  to  his  own  rod,  practically  all 
during  the  May  Fly  season.    During  the  same 
period,  on  the  same  grotmds,  my  friend  with  the 
artificial  caught  between  70  and  80,  and  was,  I  know, 
not  so  much  on  the  lake.    Perhaps  I  should  mention 
that  bothrods  had  fished  the  lake  before.  I  should  call 
70  a  fair  average  bag  with  the  artificial.    I  have 
caught  more,  and  also  less.    The  largest  landed  has 
been  4flb.  on  the  May  Fly.    The  average  weight 
would  be  something  over  l|lb.,  but  if  every  thing  waa 
kept  would  be  rather  less.    On  rough  days  iri  many 
caSvS  the  artificial  will  have  the  best  of  it.  In 
ideal  dapping  weather  the  dap  scores.    In  flat 
calms  and  very  light  airs,  an  occasional  fish  may 
be  caught  by  fishing  one  fly  on  tail  well  sunk. 
This  latter  condition  seems  to  call  for  the  dry-fly. 
I,  however,  do  not  think  it  quite  so  favourable  as  at 
first  sight  it  may  seem.    Speaking  generally,  this 
kind  of  weather  means  a  hot  sun,  and  the  flies 
leave  the  water  as  soon  as  free  of  their  case?.  Now 
this  is  not  conducive  to  a  steady  rise.    Under  these 
conditions,  flies,  if  taken  at  all,  are  taken  on  their 
way  to  the  surface,  the  taking  fish  being  more  oppor- 
tunists than  really  feeding  fish.    Then  there  is  the 
general  difficulty  of  locating  a  rise  on  open  drifts 
in  large  lakes.     Doubtless  under  special  conditions 
the  dry-fly  would  do  well,  though  I  hardly  consider 
it  necessary.    I  suppose  I  should  say  something  as 
to  my  own  methods.    I  use  a  hackled  pattern  and 
fish  it  wet,  in  most  conditions  of  weather  as  top 
dropper.    I  like  to  get  the    colour   right,  but 
the  body  is  more  important.    I  hke  it  rather 
more  plump  than  the  general  run  of  patterns. 
I  have  had  no  success  with  Spent  Gnats,  and  have 
never  seen  a  fish  feeding  on  them,  though  they  niay 
occa  ionally  do  so.     I  will  finish   by  advising 
anyone  not  satisfied  with  their  performance  on 
lakes  to  carefully  read  Hamish  Stuart's  "Lochs 
and  Loch  Fishing."    I  owe  a  good  deal  to  it 
myself,  though  my  skill  may  not  be  equal  to 
taking  full  advantage  of  all  the  excellent  advice 
contained  therein.     Making  allowances  for  local 
conditions,  it  is  as  useful  for  Irish  as  for  Scotch 
lakes.    My  remarks  on  the  May  Fly  apply  also  to 
the  Daddy-long-legs  or  Long  Harry,  though  in  this 
case  the  other  flies  on  the  cast  begin  to  do  their 
share. — Yours  truly,  W. 


GOOD  GUT. 

Deab  Sib, — Your  "  Occasional  Notes "  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  of  Feb.  22,  on  chamois  leather  as  a 
wrapper  for  gut  brings  to  my  mind  the  many 
instructions  I  have  read,  from  time  to  time,  on  the 
preservation  of  gut  and  the  injurious  effects  of 
damp,  sun,  and  especially  alternating  dampness  and 
dryness  ;  and,  with  this  in  mind,  I  thought  perhaps 
you  would  like  to  see  and  teat  the  enclosed  piece  of 
cast  which  was  taken  from  a  buah  over  the  Frome 
after  being  there  nearly  a  year.  About  eleven 
months  since  I  was  hung  up  there  and  lost  four  feet 
of  cast  and  two  flies.  Fourteen  days  since  I  got 
hitched  up  in  the  same  branch,  and  not  wishing  to 
lose  my  cast,  passed  over  the  bridge  and  cut  off  the 
branch,  and  to  my  surprise  found  the  old  piece  of 
cast,  minus  the  flies  ;  this  was  torn  off,  but,  instead 
of  breaking,  it  brought  away  with  it  a  shoot  of 
last  year's  growth,  into  the  heart  of  which  it  is 
embedded,  as  you  may  see.  Afterwards  the  gut 
was  tested,  and  pulled  21b.  on  the  steelyard  before 
it  broke.  This  seems  to  show  beyond  doubt  that 
exposure,  etc.,  have  very  little  deteriorating  effect 
on  good  gut,  and  this,  too,  a  fine  gossamer  cast, 
which  was  from  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros.— Yours  truly, 

W.  B.  Tuck,  Capt. 

[The  gut  seems  to  be  still  perfectly  good.  I 
think  damp  is  the  worst  enemy — I  mean  continued 
exposure  to  damp,  not  merely  a  wetting  now  and 
then. — Ed.] 


IN  THE  REFEREE,  TOO  ! 
Deab  Sib, — The  enclosed,  appearing  under  the 
heading  of  "Sporting  Notions"  in  the  Referee  of 
Feb.  23,  is  interesting  as  showing  how  greatly 
opinions  may  differ  as  to  the  nature  of  sport. 
Though  pike  are  undoubtedly  undesirable  in  a  trout 


stream,  yet  this  method  of  capture  seems  hardly  to 
come  imder  the  heading  of  "  sport."  There  would 
appear  to  be  about  as  much  "  sport  "  in  this  method 
of  "  fishing  "  as  in  the  u6e  of  dynamite  or  the  trawl- 
net  ;  and  the  "  bamboo  and  wire  noose  "  contrivance, 
when  applied  to  the  capture  of  trout,  seems  to  a  mere 
fly-fisherman  little  short  of  murder.  It  would  bo 
interesting  to  learn  how  much  "sport"  waa  shown 
by  the  big  trout  that  was  "flipped"  out.  If  such 
methods,  masquerading  under  the  name  of  sport, 
should  be  generally  adojjted,  the  future  for  the 
fisherman  who  adheres  to  legitimate  methods  would 
be  black  indeed. — Yours  truly.    Fly  Fishebman. 

[Our  correspondent  encloses  a  cutting  from  the 
Referee  giving  a  very  good  account  of  pike  snaring. 
The  writer  will  get  into  trouble  if  his  advice  is 
followed,  for  he  says  at  the  end  "it  ia  'sport' 
within  the  reach  of  the  humblest,  for  the  imple- 
ments— a  bamboo  and  a  wire  noose — only  cost  a 
shilling  or  two,  and  if  you  have  no  water  of  your 
own  it  should  not  be  difficult  to  find  some  and 
obtain  permission  to  fish  it."  The  writer  does  not 
seem  to  be  aware  that  snatching  or  snaring  fish  ia 
poaching.  Fancy  asking  the  owner  of  a  fishery  if 
you  may  poach  his  fish  ! — Ed.] 


THE  CRAY. 

Deab  Sib, — This  little  river  is  in  fair  order  near 
Bexley,  and  some  roach  might  be  caught  by  an  angler 
who  knows  how  to  search  for  them.  Leave  can 
easUy  be  obtained  for  roach  fishing.  There  are  still 
a  few  trout  in  the  upper  reaches,  and  they  will  be 
in  season  in  about  a  month.  They  are  strictly 
preserved.  The  fish  have  been  killed  by  pollution 
near  St.  Mary  Cray  ;  but  the  river  is  not  in  quite  so 
bad  a  state  even  here  as  it  used  to  be. — Yours  truly 

J.  P.  Taylor. 


INFORMATION  ABOUT  ILLEGAL  CAPTURE 
AND  SALE  OF  FISH. 

Deab  Sib, — I  was  interested  iby  the  answer  Mr. 
Wrench  Towse  gave  to  the  questions  asked  him  on 
the  above  subject,  and  arising  out  of  this  I  would 
like  to  call  attention  to  the  note  on  the  "Taw" 
last  week  in  your  English  reports  in  which  your 
correspondent  says,  "  only  thosB  (salmon)  very  high 
up  in  the  river  will  be  in  it  next  month,  which  will 
be  called  fresh  run  because  of  being  well  mended." 
I  think  here  is  a  river  that  must  want  watching 
badly  as  there  must  be  a  little  illegal  capture  going 
on  there. — Yours  truly,  Prbsebveb. 

[I  hope  our  river  reporter  did  not  infer  that 
anglers  would  do  such  a  thing  as  keep  a  poor  kelt 
if  they  caught  it.    Only  poachers  do  that. — Ed.] 


HUNTLY  FISHINGS. 

Deab  Sib,  —  The  annual  meeting  of  committee 
waa  held  on  Monday,  Feb.  24.  Accounts  of  season 
1907  showed  a  balance  in  favour,  a  decided  im- 
provement on  1906,  when  the  balance  was  the 
other  way.  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and 
Gordon  intimated  by  his  factor,  Mr.  T.  A.  Duff, 
that  the  committee  would  have  the  fishings  at  the 
same  nominal  rent  as  formerly.  This  is  surely 
very  gratifying  seeing  that  the  upper  proprietors 
have  bought  out  all  the  nets  fished  in  Deveron,  and 
those  in  the  bay  at  the  mouth  of  the  Deveron. 

I  understand  the  nets  fished  in  Deveron  falone 
would  average  for  a  season  eight  thousand  salmon, 
grilse,  and  sea  trout.  This,  with  what  were  taken 
by  the  sea  ones  removed,  should  surely  enhance 
our  fishings  very  much. 

His  Grace  has  also  sanctioned  fishing  for  salmon 
to  commence  March  1,  instead  of,  aa  formerly, 
April  1  ;  stipulation  that  fly  only  during  March  be 
the  lure,  and  no  gaff  or  clip  be  used  that  month. 
Mr.  McMath,  solicitor,  continues  clerk  to  the  com- 
mittee, from  whom  only  tickets  may  be  had  and 
any  information. — Youra  truly,  Dbokwing. 


QUIET  PLACE  IN  DEVON  WANTED. 

Deab  Sib, — In  reply  to  letter  in  your  issue  of 
Feb.  15  re  trout-fishing  in  Devon,  there  is  trout- 
fishing  here,  in  the  Avon.  Season  ticket,  £2; 
monthly  ticket,  £1  ;  weekly,  lOs.  There  ia  a  Roman 
Catholic  chapel  here. — Yours  truly, 

Kingsbridge,  S.  Devon.  T.  W.  Latham. 


"FLATFISH  TAKING  SPINNING  BAIT." 
Deab  Sib, — Some  years  ago,  fishing  in  the  little 
river  at  Rhcsneigr,  in  Anglesea,  I  put  my  trout 
rod  down  and  left  the  fly,  a  small  black  one,  in  the 
water  for  a  few  minutes.  When  I  pulled  it  up  I 
had  a  small  flounder  on  the  fly,  which  had,  I  sup- 
pose, sunk  to  the  bottom.  Replying  to  your  corre- 
spondent "R.  H.  G.,  "  perhaps  Lynmouth  might 
suit  him.  If  he  went  to  Bevan's  Lyn  Valley 
Hotel,  he  would  get  good  accommodation  and 
practical  advice  about  the  fishing  in  the  Lyn  and 
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also  ia  the  sea,  for  Mr.  Bevan  is  a  well-known 
angler.    In  March    Lynmouth    would    be  quiet 
enough,  and  the  scenery  is,  of  course,  delightful. 
Yours  truly,  R.  W.  Veknon-. 

Leipzig. 


WILL  FLATFISH  TAKE  A  SPINNING  BAIT 
Dear  Sir, — Some  years  ago  I  reported  that 
turbot  of  161b.  was  taken  on  one  of  our  mackerel 
spinners  here.    This  one  had  no  bait  on  it.  We 
often  get  flatfish  if  our  lines  get  to  bottom  whilst 
whiffing  with  a  spinner  and  a  mackerel  lask  on  the 
hook.     I  also  reported  catcliing  a  small  conger 
whiffing  on  the  surface — this  was  very  unusual,  as 
the  bait  was  a  Baby  spinner  simply. — Yours  truly, 
Plymouth.  William  Hearder. 


FISHING  IN  NORTHUMBERLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  give  Mr, 
P.  H.  Waters  ioformation  on  his  first  three  queries, 
but  the  last  is  beyond  my  ken. 

( 1 )  The  Cottage  Hotel  is  a  very  old  hotel,  probably 
aa  old  posting-house,  judging  from  its  size.  It  is, 
however,  quite  up-to-date  as  regards  its  arrange 
ments,  and  you  can  get  your  daily  bath,  which  is 
not  always  to  be  obtained  at  country  hotels.  The 
proprietress  has  a  farm,  and  the  table  is  supplied 
from  it,  and  well  supplied,  too.  The  Cottage  is 
quite  suitable  for  ladies — indeed,  it  is  a  thoroughly 
comfortable  old  hostelry. 

(2|  The  fishing  consists  of  more  than  five  miles 
(both  banks)  of  the  Wooler  water  and  Till.  No  rod 
licences  are  required,  but  tickets,  price  2s.  6d.  for 
the  season,  are  to  be  obtained  from  the  secretary  of 
the  Wooler  and  Doddington  Angling  Association. 
There  is  more  cheap  water  to  be  fished  near  by  at 
Chatton — ia  fact,  I  am  not  sure  that  it  is  not  free 
water. 

(.3)  Wading  is  not  essential  and  is  allowed. — Yotirs 
truly.  Double  T. 


FISHING  IN  NORTHUMBERLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — "  Double  T  "  makes  no  error  in  his 
remarks  about  the  Till,  although  I  know  little  of 
Wooler,  but  at  Ford  and  Etal  there  is  everything 
aa  angler  caa  wish  for — trout,  beauties,  a  pouad 
each,  aad  grayliag  the  same  weight.  It  is  quite 
right  what  he  says  about  the  aatives — they  do 
think  it  a  waste  of  time  to  fish  for  roach  aad  perch, 
but  I  was  quite  satisfied,  for  on  one  occasion  my 
bag  was  thirty  pounds  of  perch,  averagiag  one 
pound  each,  the  biggest  two  and  a  half  pounds, 
roach  over  a  pound  each,  and  pike — monsters.  I 
found  the  Stewart  tackle  with  a  small  red  worm  very 
killing,  although  the  locals  scorn  the  worm  and  use 
the  fly  only,  but  one  wants  to  know  the  Till  well 
before  he  uses  a  fly. 

The  scenery  is  magnificent,  the  air  very  bracing, 
the  walks  over  the  moor  grand,  with  the  Cheviots 
all  around,  and  Flodden  Field  in  front  of  you. 

I  spent  the  season  on  the  Till,  and  it  would 
make  some  of  our  London  anglers'  mouths  water  if 
they  were  at  the  Forge  Etal  and  saw  the  salmon 
leaping  the  weir  in  their  endeavour  to  get  up  to 
the  hUls. 

Wishing  our  dear  old  Fishing  Gazette  every  success, 
and  its  readers  also. — Yours  truly, 

Northumberland  Rover. 


A  23lb.  NORFOLK  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  waiting  to  get  leave  to 
tell  you  about  a  231b.  trout  caught  in  Norfolk  a 
few  weeks  ago,  as  I  am  sure  it  will  be  of  interest  to 
you  and  your  readers.  Unfortunately  I  am  not 
allowed  to  mention  names.  It  was  caught  imder 
the  following  circumstances.  A  landowner  and  a 
parson  arranged  to  net  a  certain  stretch  of  the 
river  running  through  the  former's  property,  agree- 
ing that  each  should  take  half  the  fish.  When  the 
trout  was  discovered  and  weighed,  the  parson  sug- 
gested to  the  landowner  that  he  should  have  it  set 
up.  He  refused,  however,  and  the  parson  in 
disgust  cut  it  in  halves,  giving  him  one  and  taking 
the  other  himself.  Is  this  a  record  for  England  ? 
I  have  never  heard  of  a  larger  one  myself. — Yours 
truly,  Gerald  G.  Heslop. 

[I  do  not  seem  to  remember  a  larger  English 
trout  than  this.  Dead  red  salmon  have  been  mis- 
taken for  trout. — Ed.] 


deformity  is  caused  by  the  rush  of  water  drawing 
them  against  the  gratings  placed  in  the  culverts  of 
the  reservoirs  to  prevent  the  fish  going  through  I 
have  seen  since  one  fish  so  fixed,  being  too  large  to 
go  through  and  not  strong  enough  to  turn,  its 
snout  being  fixed  in  the  gratings,  so  that,  no  doubt 

this  would  account  for  the  cocked  jaw  Yours 

t'^^Jy'  F.  W.'  How. 

HOW  TO  MAKE  LANDING-NETS. 
Dear  Sir,  —  May  I  a?k  the  favour  of  being 
allowed  to  reply  to  Mr.  Meigh's  letter  in  your  issue 
of  Feb.  8  ? 

Firstly,  after  seeing  the  photo  of  hi?  net  I  with- 
draw the  wo;-d' "  extinguisher,"  and  beg  the  hon. 
member  to  accspt  my  amende.  But  although  he 
can  make  a  net  as  shown,  I  fear  a  begmner  could 
not  do  so.  We  both  had  the  same  object  in  view 
in  writing  to  your  paper — to  help  beginners.  I  am 
sure  Mr.  Meigh,  with  myself,  would  disclaim  any 
personal  controversy  ;  we  do  not  even  know  one 
another. 

My  second  letter  is,  I  think,  sufficient  to  8h(/w 
that  I  have  some  practical  knowledge  of  netting.  I 
commenced  angling  filfty-three  years  ago.  I  am 
always  anxious  to  learn  everything  I  can,  and  I 
should  like  to  ask  Mr.  Meigh  a  question  or  two.  I 
will  reply  to  those  he  has  put  to  me  later  on. 

Suppose  a  foundation  made,  say,  of  thirty  rows 
of  fifteen  meshes  each  and  an  extra  mesh  at  each 
comer,  then  netted  round  four  times;  this  would 
give  a  circumference  of  sixty-four  meshes.  Could 
not  an  increased  circumference  at  the  top  where 
the  net  is  finished  be  obtained  by  using,  firstly,  a 
jin.  mesh  ;  secondly,  a  Jin.,  and  so  on  progressively 
upwards,  and  ia  that  way  avoiding  the  two  rows  of 
large  meshes  he  puts  iato  the  top  of  his  net  ? 
Would  not  such  a  plan  give  a  neater  appearance 
and  look  more  sportsmanlike  ? 

I  think  I  shall  try  a  net  on  this  plan  when  I  have 
finished  one  of  my  own  which  I  want  for  use  this 
spring. 

The  professional  netter  does  not,  I  think,  come  in 
at  all ;  he  works  for  a  living,  and  must  turn  out  his 
nets  with  as  little  expenditure  of  time,  labour,  and 
material  as  possible.  He  would  not  adopt  this 
plan  nor  the  Capri  method,  because  it  would  not 
pay  him  to  do  so.  Time,  trouble,  and  expense, 
however,  are  not  taken  into  account  by  the  amateur 
netsman. 

To  Mr.  Meigh's  first  question,  "  How  was  the  first 
net  made  ?  "  I  can  only  reply  that  I  do  not  know, 
nor,  I  think,  does  anyone  else.  Landiag-aets  must 
have  beea  well  known  three  ceaturies  ago  ;  Waltoa 
rneations  them  twice,  so  doe<  Cotton,  but  neither 
gives  any  instructions  for  making  them,  nor  so  far 
as  I  know  does  any  other  writer  on  angling ;  and 
this  I  think  is  somewhat  remarkable,  as  many  go 
into  detail  over  the  manufacture  of  rods,  lines 
casts,  flies,  etc.  ' 

I  have  in  my  boyhood  seen  nets  commenced  on  a 
circle,  as  in  Messrs.  Weldon's  book  ;  others  begun 
do  not  know  how,  but  certainly  they  were  not 
made  on  a  s^juare.  Though  I  have  bought  and 
used  them  I  never  saw  one  made,  and  have  no  idea 
how  they  were  commenced.  To  his  second  ques- 
tion, "Was  it  created?"  I  must  equally  plead 
ignorance;  it  is  not  mentioned  in  the  Six  Days, 
nor  are  many  other  things.  Mr.  Meigh  did  not,  I 
think,  intend  me  to  take  it  seriously;  it  was 
"wrote  sarkastikul — a  very  subtle  goal:,"  as  the 
late  Artemus  Ward  would  have  said. — Yours  truly, 
Ventnor.  A.  Massey-Spencee. 

P-S. — I  have  asked  a  friend  to  send  me  a  photo 
of  a  net  I  made  four  years  ago  and  gave  to  him.  I 
cannot  send  one  of  my  own — I  do  not  live  here  ; 
they  are  all  at  my  fishing  quarters  nearly  three 
hundred  miles  away. 


FISHING  IN  THE  ISLE  OF  HARRIS,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — Would  you  kindly  give  me  some 
information  about  the  fishing  ia  the  Island  of 
Harris  ?— I  mean  the  sewin  and  salmon  fishing.  I 
should  like  to  know  the  best  time  of  year,  and  also 
is  it  chiefly  loch  or  river  fishing,  and  what  Kort  of 
accommodation  and  price  ?  and  oblige,  yours  truly, 

Musgrave  Morris. 


SEA-ANGLING  FESTIVALS. 

Dear  Sir, — As  there  seems  to  be  in  sea-angling 
circles,  judging  from  one  or  two  letters  which  I  have 
received,  some  misapprehension  with  regard  to  my 
views  on  these  competitions,  will  you  allow  me 
briefly  to  explain  to  those  who  were  not  present  at 
the  B.S.A.S.  debate  that  I  have  never  criticised 
them  in  tbeir  proper  place,  which  is  at  the  coast. 
I  said  nothing  of  unfairness  or  fraud  in  the  manner 
of  competing  or  in  the  awards,  though  others  present 
on  that  occasion,  with  a  far  wider  experience  of 
them  than  I  can  lay  claim  to,  were  not  so  reticent. 
I  did  say  that  they  tend  to  .make  a  hustling  business 
of  our  "  contemplative  recreation,"  and  that  prizes 
were  often  won  by  luck  and  not  by  skill. 

My  chief  contention  was  that,  however  excellent 
they  might  be  in  serving  their  own  objects  at  the 
coast  towns,  their  promotion  lay  quite  outside  the 
original  object?  of  the  B.S.A.S. 

I  am  now  told  that  the  National' Council  was 
expressly  formed  to  assist  in  their  organisation 
under  recognised  rules.  May  I  say,  Sir,  that  I  have 
never  denied  this,  because  I  have  no  very  clear 
knowledge  of  the  liwictions  of  the  National  Council, 
and  should  never  presume  to  criticise  its  affairs. 
It  is,  however,  junior  by  many  years  to  the  B.S.A.S. , 
and  has  not,  1  imagine,  absorbed  the  elder  body, 
so  that  it  is  permissible  to  treat  their  objects  as 
absolutely  distinct. — Yours  truly, 
Teignmouth,  Feb.  24.  F.  G.  Aflalo. 


ROACH  AND  BREAM  HYBRIDS. 

Dear  Sir, — At  difTerent  times  and  places  in  the 
Eastern  Counties  1  have  caught  throe  hybrid  roach 
and  bream,  none  of  them  more  than  ^Ib.  I  never 
heard  of  a  large  one  before  such  as  Mr.  Kelt's 
of  31b.  5oz. — Yours  truly,  R.  N. 


TROUT-FISHING  NEAR  BOURNEMOUTH. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  j'ou  or  any  of  your  readers  tell 
me  of  any  trout-fishing  near  Bournemouth  ?  and 
oblige.— Yours  truly,  Oxon. 

WET-FLY  FISHING  ON  LOUGHS 
CORRIB  AND  MASK. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  tell  me  if  early  May,  before  the  dapping 
season  comes  on,  is  good  for  wet-fly  fishing  on 
Loughs  Corrib  and  Mask  ? — Yours  truly,  Celt. 


PIKE  WITH  CURIOUS  TURNED-UP  SNOUT. 

Dear  Sir, — My  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
current  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  having  refer- 
ence to  the  pike  with  a  curious  retrousai  snout,  as 
it  was  my  pleasure  to  catch  this  fish  some  two  years 
ago.  I  should  like,  for  the  benefit  of  your  readers, 
to  give  my  reasons  for  this  curious  deformity. 
When  the  fish  may  be  termed  in  their  infancy  the 


NAMES  OF  AUTHORS  OF  BOOKS  ON 
ANGLING. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  Jan.  25,  the  Hon. 
Daniel  B.  Fearing  asks  for  information  about  some 
authors  of  books  on  angling.  "  Sixty-One  "  is  the 
Rev.  Hely  Hutchinson  (Wiltshire) ;  "  Three  in 
Norway,"  by  "  Two  of  Them  " — they  are  J.  Arthur 
Lees  and  Walter  J.  Clutt«rbuck;  "Yellow  Body" 
is  the  late  Mr.  Davies  Hodge;  "  Bel  ton  "  is  the 
Rev.  William  Bilton,  author  of  "  Two  Sum-ners  in 
Norway,"  1840. — Yours  truly,        J.  Preuthuk. 

[Much  obliged. — Ed.] 


FISHING  WANTED  AT  EASTER.  > 

Dear  Sir,— Mr.  G.  H.  R.  Hart  and  his  friends 
would  find  all  they  wanted  by  staving  at  the 
Gostwyck  Arms  Hot«l,  North  Tawton,  Devon.  For 
terms,  etc.,  they  can  see  for  themselves  in  advertise- 
ment columns. — Yours  truly, 

C.  Attwell. 


LOCH  TAY  SALMON  REPORTS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  glad  to  see  stated  the 
number  of  boats  engaged  daily  as  well  as  the 
number  and  weights  of  fish  taken.  On  inquiring  I 
learn  that  the  average  catch  is  about  one  fisli  for 
every  three  boats  engaged  from  Jan.  15  till  Feb.  15, 
and  that  there  is  a  great  increase  in  number  of 
boats  at  Kiilin  end  and  a  great  decrease  in  weights 
and  numbers  of  fish  secured.    Can  any  reason  be 


given  ? — Yours  truly. 


FISHING 


IN  THE  FLEET 
■  ALDERSHOT. 


G.  Murray. 


PONDS  AT 


Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
give  me  any  information  re  the  Fleet  Ponds  situated 
at  Fleet,  near  Aldershot  ?  Is  the  fishing  free,  and 
if  so,  would  it  be  worth  while  to  go  there  for  a  week- 
end's jack  fishing  'l — Yours  truly, 

G.  J.  Spanswick. 


RECIPE  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  interested  in  fish  stuffing  or 
mounting,  and  have  a  receipe  for  preserving  the 
skins,  but  it  does  not  give  the  quantities  to  be  used. 
The  compound  is  as  follows:  Arsenic,  corrosive- 
sublimate,  camphor,  soft  soap,  and  spirits  of  wine. 
Seeing  you  give  advice  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  I 
should  be  very  grateful  if  you  or  some  of  your 
readers  could  tell  me  the  right  quantities,  and 
oblige,  yours  truly,  S.  W.  Robins. 

{Several  letters  a/re  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


The  "  Flyfishers'  "  Dinner. 

There  promises  to  be  a  strong  muster  of 
members  and  friends  of  the  Flyfishers'  Club  on 
Monday  evening  next  (March  9),  when  Lord 
Montagu  of  Beaulieu  presides  at  the  annual  dinner 
(6.30  for  7,  at  the  Whitehall  Rooms,  Hotel  Metro- 
pole,  Charing  Cross).  Many  country  members  are 
making  a  special  effort  to  be  present,  and  to  have 
a  look  at  the  very  comfortable  new  quarters  at 
No.  36,  Piccadilly,  opposite  St.  James's  Church, 
and  close  to  Piccadilly  Circus,  into  which  the  club 
has  just  moved.  Fifteen  new  members  were 
elected  last  week. 

Dinner  of  the  City  of  London 
Piscatorial  Society. 
Tuesday  evening,  March  10,  is  the  date  fixed  for 
the  sixth  annual  dinner  of  the  above  flourishing 
society  at  the  Mason's  Plall  Tavern,  Coleman- 
street,  E.C.  It  is  expected  that  the  president  of 
the  society,  Mr.  F.  B.  Mildmay,  M.P.,will  preside. 
Covers  at  seven. 

Dinner  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 
Another  notable  event  in  the  angling  world  to 
take  place  next  week  is  the  annual  dinner  on 
Wednesday,  March  11,  at  the  Hotel  Cecil,  of  the 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society,  at  which  Lord  Des- 
borough  will  preside,  and  give  us  I  hope  some 
particulars  respecting  the  great  Exhibition  and 
Sports  at  Shepherd's  Bush,  of  which  he  is  the 
moving  spirit.  From  all  I  hear,  the  British  Sea 
Anglers,  like  the  Flyfishers,  expect  to  have  a  "  big 
time." 

Dinner  of  the  Sussex  Piscatorials  at  Brighton. 

"  It  never  rains  but  it  pours,"  and  on  Thursday 
next,  March  12,  the  members  and  friends  of  the 
Sussex  Piscatorial  Society  are  coming  from  all 
parts  of  the  country  to  celebrate  the  rising  tide  of 
the  society's  i prosperity  at  Brighton.     It  is  easy 


enough  to  announce  these  events — to  live  through 
them  and  then  chronicle  them  in  the  pages  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  will  be  a  big  strain  on  one's 
watertight  compartments. 

Taylor  Describes  the  "Black  Dog"  Salmon 
Fly  io8  Years  Ago. 

In  a  very  interesting  smoke  over  Samuel  Taylor's 
book,  "Angling  in  all  its  Branches,"  published  in 
1800,*  I  was  amused  to  find  that,  although  he  does 
not  mention  it  by  name,  he  gives  the  dressing  of 
the  "  Black  Dog  "  salmon  fly — in  fact,  it  is  perfectly 
clear  that  Alexander  Macintosh,  of  Great  Driffield, 
author  of  "  The  North  Country  Angler,"  simply 
cribbed  Taylor's  description  of  the  fly  and  how  to 
dress  it  from  Taylor's  book,  and  a  great  deal  more. 
This  takes  the  history  of  the  "  Black  Dog"  hach  to 
the  seventeenth  century.  Somehow  I  have  never 
until  this  week  done  more  than  glance  at  Taylor's 
book.  Now  I  take  off  my  hat  to  him  as  a  worthy 
master  of  the  art. 

A  Good  Word  for  McClelland's  Little 
Fly-Tying  Manual. 

As  we  were  getting  several  orders  for  McClelland's 
little  manual  of  fly-tying  from  a  particular 
district,  I  made  inquiries,  and  found  out  it  was 
caused  by  the  notice  of  an  enthusiastic  admirer 


card,  which  is  a  dressing  by  the  late  T-.  E.  Pritt 
of  an  Olive  Bloa,  will  show  you  better  than  writing. 
Of  course,  I  only  use  it  for  hackled  flies  with  plain 
bodies." 

Salmon  Fly  Histories— The  Inventor  of  the 
I  "Gardener"  Salmon  Fly. 

The  invention  of  that  handsome  and  killing  Dee 
salmon  fly,  the  "  Gardener,"  is  ascribed  by  Mr. 
Kelson  to  Mr.  Garden.  The  real  inventor  was 
Mr.  James  Harper,  when  he  was  garderier  at 
Monaltrie  House,  Ballater,  thirty-six  years  ago. 
Mr.  Harper  made  three,  and  gave  one  to  his  brother, 
Mr.  John  Harper,  of  Dess,  one  to  'Sit.  Wilkinson, 
who  was  then  fishing  at  Monaltrie,  and  kept  one 
himself.  Four  fish  were  killed  with  them  in  one 
day,  and  the  gentleman  who  was  fishing  with  John 
Harper  sent  to  the  gardener  for  eighteen  more, 
same  as  his  first  pattern.  James  Harper  was  out 
of  feathers,  and  he  sent  the  order  to  Mr.  Blacklaws, 
of  Kincardine  O'Neil,  who  will  doubtless  remember 
the  incident.  The  "Gardener"  has  since  been  a 
favourite  Dee  pattern  ;  and  it  is  a  very  taking  one 
frcm  the  angler's  point  of  view.  It  is  well  dressed, 
to  please  the  inventor,  by  his  nephew,  Mr.  James 
Harper,  the  present  proprietor  of  the  well-known 
old  business  of  Wm.  Brown  and  Co.,  of  George-street, 
Aberdeen,  inventors  of  the  celebrated  Phantom 


3. 


1.  Feather  from 'lapwing  back  or  rump,  for  hackle,  wings,  and  legs.  Also  primrose  tying  silk, 
well  waxed  to  make  it  nearly  olive,  for  the  body ;  and  orange  tying  silk  for  the  head.  2.  Head  of 
fly  tied  in  ;  whip  finish  with  three  turns.    3.  Hackle  tied  in  and  fly  finished  behind.     4.  Fly  finished. 


of  the  work,  Mr.  A.  Myers,  who  sent  me  the 
following  further  reference  to  it,  and  particulars 
of  tying  used  by  Yorkshire  fly-dressers.  I  have 
had  it  reproduced,  so  that  those  who  wish  to  do 
so  can  add  it  to  the  book,  which  is  published  at 
our  office  (price  2s.  3d.,  post  free).  It  is  fully 
illustrated. 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — The  cutting  you  mention 
in  your  letter  of  Feb.  12  was  sent  by  me  to 
Thomson's  Weekly  News,  109,  Fleet-street,  E.C, 
and  was  published  in  '  Our  Readers'  Exchange 
Column'  of  that  paper  on  Feb.  1,  1908.  I  should 
like  to  repeat  my  words — that  it  is  one  of  the 
finest  books  on  trout  fly-tying  (to  my  mind)  that 
has  ever  been  printed,  and  one  that  should  be  in 
the  hands  of  every  fly-dresser.  There  is  only  one 
thing  that  it  fails  to  mention,  and  that  is  a  method 
which  is  used,  I  believe,  by  nearly  all  fly-dressers 
in  Yorkshire  of  finishing  the  fly  behind  the  hackle, 
which  makes  a  much  neater  and  firmer  fly.  You 
also  get  the  head  smaller,  and  it  is  not  liable 
to  slip  in  use,  needs  no  varnish,  and  therefore 
shows  up  the  colour  better.    The  enclosed  sample 


*  Another  of  the  capital  angling  books  published 
by  Messrs.  Longmans. — R.  B.  M. 


Minnow.  Mr.  James  Harper  is  a  salmon  angler 
himself,  and  his  flies  are  deservedly  favourites. 

Light  Fly  Rods  of  Half  a  Century  Ago. 

In  his  very  interesting  work,  entitled,  "  Halcyon  ; 
or,  Rod-Fishing  with  Fly,  Minnow  and  Worm," 
Henry  Wade  says  that  his  "  finest  fly-rod,  in  four 
pieces,  weighs  only  five  ounces  and  a  half,  and  is 
eleven  feet  four  inclies  in  length." 


Salmon-Fly  Materials. 

Mr.  Kelson  saj's  that  in  salmon-fly  material 
"  the  greatest  find  that  has  fallen  to  my  lot  is  the 
Golden  Bird  of  Paradise."  In  Blacker's  work, 
published  in  the  early  fifties,  he  gives  the  Bird  of 
Paradise  among  the  necessary  salmon-fly  material. 


Greenheart :  When  was  it  First  Used  for  Rods  ? 

In  1856,  Mr.  Henry  G.  Bohn,  the  well-known 
publisher,  in  an  excellent  edition  of  Walton  which 
he  published,  after  referring  to  "  the  split-cane  or 
glued-up  rod,"  adds  :  "  But  improvements  in  salmon 
and  trout  rods  are  constantly  in  the  minds  of  the 
manufacturers,  and  whilst  we  are  writing,  we  learn 
that  a  '  greenheart  wood '  is  assumed  to  be  superior 
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even  to  hickory  in  its  spring  and  lightness,  and  in 
maintaining  its  straightness."  Mr.  Kelson  men- 
tions having  about  1849  made  a  greenheart  trout 
ily-rod  with  the  assistance  of  a  friend. 


A  Tasty  Roach  Bait 
"  Boil  wheat  gently  in  milk,  and  then  fried  in 
a  little  honey  and  beaten  with  saffron  "  is  said  to 
be  an  excellent  bait  for  grayling,  chub,  roach  and 
dace.  Another  good  hundred-years-old  bait  is 
boiled  periwinkles. 


Bad  Boll. 

Mr,  R.  Warren  Vernon  writes  : — 

"  May  I  point  out,  referring  to  your  article  on 
Bad  Boll,  that  20  centimetres  is  just  under  8  inches, 
2^  centimetres  being,  roughly  speaking,  1  inch. 
But  rule  5  of  the  Bad  Boll  Fishei-y  says  the  limit 
is  '25  centimetres,  8  inches.'  25  centimetres 
would  be  10  inches.  I  should  think  it  is  probably 
20  centimetres  (8  inches)  which  is  intended,  as  it 
is  a  measurement  which  is  general  on  German 
rivers  as  a  limit.  30  centimetres  is  about  11| 
inches — referring  to  the  grayling." 


'  Mr.  Geo.  M.  Kelson  Tracing  the  '  History '  of 
Salmon  Flies,"  etc.,  and  R.  B.  M.'s  Comments 


Dear  Sir, — I  am  sorrj-  to 
have  to  repeat  myself,  but 
since  you  repeat  inaccurate 
statements  in  your  seven- 
column  epistle  of  last  week, 
I  must  perforce  do  so. 

I  never  said  that  your  re- 
view, now  twelve  years  old, 
sold  "  a  lot  of  copies  "  of  my 
books.  I  wrote  and  said  that 
some  recent  remark  of  yours, 
perhaps  fifteen  months  ago, 
sold  two  copies  of  them. 
That  your  review  "  of  my 
book  soon  after  it  was  pub- 
lished in  1896  (no,  Sir,  1895) 
practically  sold  the  edition," 
cannot  possibly  be  true,  for 
that  edition  is  not  yet  sold 
out !  To  tell  you  the  real 
truth,  that  review  of  yours 
was  of  such  an  invidious 
character  that  (1)  Major 
Traherne  declined  to  allow 
you  to  take  part  in  a  second 
fishing  expedition  with  him 
and  me  after  having  arranged 
to  do  so ;  (2)  that  he  would 
not  take  his  book  to  you  to 
be  published ;  and  (3)  that 
he  was  thoroughly  annoyed 
at  your  posing  as  an  authority, 
and  disgusted  with  the  tone 
of  your  comments.  It  was, 
indeed,  a  sell,  but  not  such 
as  you  indicate. 

That  you  should,  after  all 
this,  calmly  attempt  to  pose 
again  as  my  benefactor  is 
as  though  the  whale  should 
attempt  to  pose  as  the  pro- 
tector of  Jonah  by  inviting 
him  to  "  come  in  out  of  the 
wet." 


Why  does  not  Mr, 
K.  refute  the  "  in- 
accuracies "  instead 
of  writing  all  round 
them '? 

Writing  to  me 
from  Vanner  Farm, 
on  Nov.  26,  1907,  in 
a  letter  now  before 
me,  Mr.  Kelson 
says:  "By  the  way, 
I  never  saw  what 
you  said  in  the  paper 
about  my  book.  I 
think  it  was  some- 
where about  last 
Christmas  that  I 
heard  of  it.  What- 
ever your  remarks 
were,  they  were  the 
rneans  of  a  lot  of 
copies  being  sold." 

I  was  never,  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death, 
on  any  but  the  friend- 
liest terms  with 
Major  Traherne.  He 
never  even  asked  me 
to  take  part  in  any 
fishing  expedition 
with  him,  to  my 
knowledge,  and  I 
certainly  never 
before  heard  that 
he  had  declined  to 
allow  me  to  take  part 
in  one  or  that  one 
had  been  arranged 
for.  I  fished  on  his 
water  on  the  Dee  at 
Banchory  once  for 
one  day  only,  I  think 
in  1883.  Somewhere 
I  have  a  letter  from 
him,  written  from 
Killaloe,  saying  he 
thought  I  had  been 
too  hard  on  the 
book,  but  that  he 
was  greatly  amused 
at  my  review.  It  was 
a  perfectly  friendly 
letter,  and  so  were 
all  I  ever  had  from 
him.  Besides,  he 
was  a  friend  of  Mr. 
Kelson,  and  his  tak- 
ing his  part  surely 
did  not  prove  my 
criticisms  to  be  un- 
founded. Major 
Tr  aherne  never 
asked  me  to  pub- 
lish his  book  ! 


300  patterns 
Standards  ? 


all 


I  said  the  dressing 
given  by  Jones  in 


In  my  300  patterns  of  flies 
given  as  Standards  there  is 

not  one  which  was  not  in  There  are  thou- 
general  use  and  employment  sands  of  salmon 
by  the  best  fishermen.  How  anglers.  Can  Mr. 
on  earth  am  I  to  jprove  this  ?  Kelson  get  even  a 
I  have  been  in  personal  touch  dozen  of  them  to 
and  correspondence  with  say  they  consider  his 
most  of  them,  and  you  have 
not.  If  your  columns 
stretched  from  here  to  Alaska 
they  would  not  contain 
enough  room  for  the  proofs 
of  this. 

You  try  to  show  that  my  flies 
are  merely  old  ones  renamed. 
The  instance  you  give  of  the 
Donkey  (my  father's)  and 
the  Jackass  (Ephemera's)  is  1848  was" even  closer 
a  deplorable  one.  On  your 
own  showing  the  two  flies 
are  as  different  as  possible. 
It  is  simply  a  fact  that  since 
the  Donkey  was  introduced 
the  Jackass  has  gone  out  of 
existence. 

With  reference  to  the  Mr.  Kelson  said 
Baron  and  the  Baronet,  they  the  fly  he  described 
are  two  totally  different  flies,  as  the  Baron  was 
I  never  called  the  Baronet 
the  Baron,  any  more  than  I 
called  Stilton  cheese  Double 
Gloucester.  When  editing 
the  angling  department  in 
Land  and  Water  I  wrote  : — 

"  The  Baron  has  no  family  Bart.,  tells  the  story 
likeness  to  nor  is  in  any  way  of  the  capture,  and 
connected  with  the  Baronet."  then  illustrates  and 
Naturally  I  give  considera-  describes  a  totally 
ble  variation  in  the  dressing,"  diflerent  fly,  and  I 
as  one  does  in  the  case  of  say  he  is  right,  not 
lobster  salad  and  apple  Mr.  Kelson, 
charlotte. 

You  say  it  is  an  abuse  of 
the  word  "  Standard "  to 
apply  it  wholesale  to  about 
seventy  of  the  patterns 
described  in  my  book. 

The  question  arises,  who 
is  entitled  to  set  up  a 
"  standard  "  ? 

The  answer  surely  is,  "  A 
leader." 

However,  I  propose  to  an- 
swer this  question  by  an 
extract  from  an  editorial  of 
your  own  (date  March  8, 
1884) :  "  We  have  much  plea- 
sure in  stating  that  Mr.  K. 
has  promised  to  give  us 
descriptions  (illustrated)  of 
the  Standard 
Salmon  Flies.  , 


the  fly  Sir  Hyde 
Parker  killed  his 
601b.  salmon  on. 
Jones,  who  in  1848 
dedicated  his  book 
to  Sir  Hyde  Parker, 


I  said  to  apply  it 
wholesale  to  the 
three  hundred  pat- 
terns, and  I  say  so 
still. 


Mr.  Kelson  says 
the  italics  are  his— 
the  whole  original 
statement  was  his  ! 
If  he  did  not  do 
what  he  promised, 
why  does  he  thus 
draw  attention  to 
Patterns  of  if?  I  was  critici- 
We  know  sing  the  300  patterns 


many  anglers  will  be  glad  to  in  7m  hooh,  not  the 
hear  this,  as  well  as  the  whole  vastly  smaller  list 
of  the  trade  (the  italics  are  given  in  the  Fishing 
mine).  ...     As  Mr.  Kelson  Gazette.  ' 
possesses  the  original  pat- 
terns of  many  of  the  favoinrite 
flies,    and    has  exceptional 
means  of  getting  all  the  im- 
portant ones,  his  illustrated 
list  will  be  invaluable." 

Halloa — what  another  de- 
plorable oversight  of  yours  I 

Considering  the    singular      I    am  perfectly 
honours  you  conferred  upon  content      to  let 
me  then,  how  can  you  bring  "  History's  "  record 
yourself  and  one  of  the  trade  stand, 
to  help  you  in  your  struggle 
now  that  I  have  increased 
my  knowledge  by  five-and- 
twenty     years'    more  ex- 
perience ?    "  History,"  Sir, 
has  recorded   few  incidents 
more  calculated  to  strike  the 
imagination  than  your  weak 
position  in  this  struggle. 

Referring  to  your  state 
ment  that  I  made  no  acknow 

ledgment  in  my  books  of  the  trations  of  the  dif 
fact  that  the  illustrations  of  ferent  methods  of 
the  method  of  casting  a  casting  a  salmon  fly 
salmon  fly  were  originally  which  he  gives — I 
published  in  the  Fishing  suggested  he  should 
Gazette  twelve  years  before,  give     them  —  were 


I  said  that  all,  or 
nearly  all,  the  illus- 


I  would  point  out  that  the 
true  illustrations  in  my  book 
were  taken  from  instantane- 
ous photogi-aphs  by  Barraud, 
whereas  those  very  excellent 
ones  which  appeared  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  were  by 
Bernard  Partridge  —  simply 
drawn  from  my  own  verbal 
description.  I  did  not  copy 
in  my  book  my  articles  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  I  did  not 
take  B.  P. 's  illustrations.  If 
you  can  really  make  out  that 
I  was  wanting  in  courtesj'  in 
not  stating  in  my  book  that 
the  statements  and  similar 
illustrations  had  appeared  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  I  shall 
be  sorry.  They  were  origin- 
ally my  own,  all  of  them, 
and  unless  I  reproduced  them 
verbatim  with  the  identical 
illustrations,  you  could  not 
have  any  copyright  in  them 
at  all. 

With  reference  to  Malloch's 
"  well-known  reel  "  and  my 
praise  of  it  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  you  must  be  aware 
of  the  custom  of  editors  (and 
by  obligation  of  their  staff) 
of  writing  fair  words  about 
those  who  advertise  their 
goods  in  the  columns  of  a 
paper.  You  were  the  Editor 
and  I  was  the  sjiecial  corre- 
spondent. To  whom  can  we 
justly  ascribe  the  praise  in 
question  ? 

But  when  it  becomes  a 
question  of  now  assigning 
the  premier  position  of  in- 
venting a  patent  lever  winch 
to  myself  or  to  Malloch,  I 
must  tell  you  that  Parlow 
did  not  patent  the  lever  winch 
of  mine  till  years  after  I  tried 
it  and  improved  it.  Whereas 
Malloch's  did  not  come  out 
for  some  time  afterwards. 
Moreover,  Malloch's  reel 
does  not  admit  of  strihing 
from  the  ivinch,  but  mine 
does. 

I  know  full  well  that,  for 
certain  reasons,  Malloch  did 
not  favour  the  method  of 
striking  from  the  winch — a 
practice  you  have  lauded  to 
the  skies — and  that  his  reel 
was  never  intended  for  the 
purpose. 

You  state  that,  "  He  (Geo. 
M.  K.)  saj's  that  his  winch 
was  first  tried  in  the  autumn 
of  1882."  I  can  only  repeat 
that  the  winch  in  question 
went  through  a  long  series  of 
trials  by  me  and  others  many 
years  previously  to  this  date  ; 
that  also  these  trials  took 
place  not  only  before  the 
winch  was  perfected,  but — 
here  is  an  exposure  ! — before 
your  paper  was  published. 
The  winch  was  in  general 
use  in  1882. 

I  once  told  you,  in  the 
presence  of  Colonel  Ricliard- 
son,  when  we  were  together 
on  the  Wandle,  how  I  dis- 
covered in  the  sixties  the 
secret  of  striking  from  the 
winch.  Col.  R.,  who  was 
with  me  yesterday,  had  a 
very  distinct  and  lively  recol- 
lection of  this  conversation 
which,  in  his  recollection 
and  mine,  was  antecedent  to 
any  writing  of  yours  about 
the  subject  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  You  appropriated 
the  information ;  you  wrote 
some  inappropriate  particu- 
lars in  your  paper,  and  now 


originally  published 
at  our  expense  in  the 
l<'ishing  Gazette, 
and  he  copies  them 
without  a  single 
word  of  acknowledg- 
ment. I  said  nothing 
about  the  portraits 
of  anglers  which  he 
also  gives  in  his 
book.  However,  it 
Mr;  K.  is  "  sorry," 
that  is  something. 


This  is  Mr.  Kel- 
son's excuse  for  stat- 
ing in  his  book  pub- 
lished in  1896  (it  is 
dated  1895  on  the 
title-page,  but  I  be- 
lieve that  it  was  not 
published  until  early 
in  1896)  that  "  Mr. 
Malloch's  '  Sun  and 
Planet '  reel  has  its 
admirers  ;  but  I  do 
?iot  kitoiv  o  f  it  from 
my  own  cjpcriencc." 

Although ! — 
In  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  March  8, 
1884,  he  said 
"  Talking  of  salmon 
winches,  the  '  Sun 
and  Planet '  is  the 
best  ever  introduced. 
Indeed,  it  is  ad- 
mitted by  all  expe- 
rienced fishermen 
to  be  the  only  per- 
fect reel  in  the 
trade.  Its  superior 
points  are,"  etc. 


Yes,  it  is  an  ex- 
posure for  Mr.  K.  I 
He  stated  in  1884 
that  Mr.  Malloch's 
reel  was  the  best  ever 
introduced  and  only 
perfect  reel,  and  now 
he  Fays  his  own  won- 
derful winch  was  in 
general  use  in  1882 
— it  looks  as  if  he 
did  not  know  it  from 
his  own  experience. 


I  Iiad  published  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette 
and  the  Field,  long 
before  I  ever  saw  or 
ever  heard  of  Air. 
Kelson,  the  "  secret 
of  striking  from  the 
winch  " — and  yet  he 
has  the  imperti- 
nence to  say  I  appro  - 
priated  the  informa- 
tion ! 
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I  think  Mr.  K 
must  be  the  reader 
who  is  getting  tired  1 


I  had  nothing  to 
do  with  your  book 
published  long  after 
wards,  when  the 
style  is  the  same. 


Naughty  Little  Inky 
Boy. 


pretend  to  make  out  that  the 
idea  was  not  mine  but  the 
fishing  Gazette's. 

Are  not  your  readers  tired 
of  this  profitless  controversy 
— these  deplorable  oversights 
of  yours  ? 

You  have  certainly  scored 
in  digging  up  that  paragraph 
of  mine,  twenty-four  years 
'  old,  about  the  "Taciturnity 
of  Time."  I  recognise  in  it 
my  Early  Gothic  or  Florid 
style,  which  fairly  declares 
me,  as  a  writer,  to  be  about 
twenty  miles  below  my  other 
personality  as  a  salmon 
angler.  But  in  whose 
columns  was  it  allowed  to 
appear  '?  And  where  was  the 
blue  pencil  of  E.  B.  M.  ? 

I  have  now  waded  half  way 
through  your  epistle  which 
came  down  in  spate  into  your 
columns  last  week.  If  l'  had 
known  that  my  mention  of 
Noah  would  open  up  the 
fountains  of  the  great  deep, 
I  would  have  strictly  avoided 
all  allusion  to  that  amiable 
but  high-and-dry  old  patri- 
arch. I  reserve  to  myself  the 
right  of  answering  the  other 
half,  if  necessary ;  but  one 
requires  a  little  time  for  eat- 
ing, sleeping,  and  fly-tying. 

After  all  your  effusion  is 
only  —  "  One  weak,  washy, 
everlasting  Flood";  and  I 
would  back  Mrs.  Partington 
with  her  mop  against  it  any 
day. — Yours,  half  seas  under 

Geo.  M.  Kelson.         E.  B.  Marston. 

Fishing  near  Hung-erford  in  1835. 

"  The  householders  of  Hungerford,  nine  miles 
above  Newbury,  have  the  right,  by  virtue  of  a  grant 
from  -John  of  Gaunt,  it  is  said,  of  fishing  in  the 
Kennet,  for  a  certain  distance  above  and  below  the 
town.  The  water,  to  the  extent  of  their  privilege, 
is  at  present  rented  by  a  person  of  the  name  of 
Eozier,  who  nets  it  and  gains  a  living  by  selling 
the  fish.  A  stranger,  however,  who  wishes  to  try 
a  cast  here,  may  obtain  liberty  by  paying  a  small 
sum  to  the  renter.  The  Town  liberty,  upwards 
extends  to  the  grounds  of  Mr.  Pearee,  of  Chilton 
Lodge,  and  his  property  again,  higher  up,  is  joined 
by  that  of  General  Popham,  of  Littlecote.  The 
fish  are  strictly  preserved  by  these  gentlemen,  and 
no  person  is  allowed  to  angle  in  their  respective 
waters  without  leave.  Gay,  the  poet,  who  was 
also  a  fly-fisher,  is  said  to  have  frequently  angled 
m  this  stream  when  staying  at  Amesbury,  in 
Wiltshire,  the  seat  of  his  patron,  the  Duke  of 
Queensbury."— r/ie  Angler's  Souvenir. 

Female  Salmon  Anglers  on  the  Tweed  in  1832. 

In  Fisher'^  Angler's  Souvenir  I  find  this  note  •— 
"  I  once  saw  a  woman  kill  two  salmon  with  the 
fly  in  the  Tweed,  about  a  mile  above  Kelso  in 
March,  1832.  She  fished  from  a  boat,  which  'was 
also  managed  by  a  female  companion.  I  was  out 
with  a  friend  the  same  day,  and  though  we  had 
several  rises,  we  both  failed  in  killing  a  single 
salmon." 

The  "  Sunless  Feather." 
What  feathers  have  been  most  deadly  to  trout 
smce  artificial  fly-fishing  was  invented  ?  I  should 
say  the  starling's  and  the  farmyard  cock's.  In  the 
old  books  the  feather  from  the  underwing  of 
the  starling  is  called  the  "sunless  feather"  At 
the  moment  of  writing,  five  starlings  are  feeding 
on  the  lawn.  No  bird  seems  to  be  in  such  a 
desperate  hurry  when  feeding-they  are  very 
sociable,  and  feed  in  little  parties  of  from  two 
or  three  to  a  dozen.  But  the  blackbird  is  the  boy 
I  like.  When  he  pitches  on  the  lawn  he  often 
looks  as  if  he  would  pitch  over  on  to  his  nose,  and 
has  to  give  a  steadying  flick  with  his  tail  A 
blackbird,  with  his  fine  tail,  makes  the  starlings 
look  quite  unfinished.  It  is  amusing,  except  for 
the  worm,  to  see  a  fatlthrush  go  head-over-heels 
backwards  when  the  worm  he  is  tugging  at  breaks 
'°  E.  B.  Marston. 


SOME  NOTES  ON  LOUGH 
FISHING. 


(Continued  from  page  150.) 
I  NEED  hardly  say  that  the  angler  should  cover  as 
much  water  as  possible — that  is,  he  should  cast  to 
the  right  and  to  the  loft,  as  well  as  out  in  front. 
When  drifting  in  a  strong  wind  I  have  found  it 
advantageous  to  instruct  the  boatman  to  keep 
the  boat's  bow  to  the  wind  and  fish  across  it ;  then 
you  do  not  drift  so  fast,  and  when  a  fish  is  hooked 
the  boat  can  be  instantly  and  easily  propelled  clear 
of  the  water  you  have  not  fished  over.  A  similar 
hint  apphes  to  fishing  (from  a  boat)  along  (and  just 
outside)  a  shore  towards  which  the  wind  is  blowing, 
and  which,  as  we  all  know,  is  a  sure  find  for  trout  ; 
for  "  where  the  fish's  food  is  blown  to  there  do  the 
fish  congregate."  Let  the  boat  be  kept  and  pro- 
pelled parallel  to  the  shore,  and  the  angler  fish 
across  the  wind  ;  in  this  way  all  the  best  water  can 
be  covered,  and  the  water  unfished  is  not  disturbed 
by  the  playing  of  a  hooked  fish. 

As  to  the  "  working  "  or  "  playing  "  of  one's 
flies,  there  are  almost  as  many  opinions  as  there  are 
anglers  !  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  a  very  large 
proportion  of  professional  fishermen  and  boatmen 
put  a  lot  of  work  into  their  flies,  but  it  does  not 
follow  that  they  are  right  in  so  doing.  On  the 
other  hand,  I  know  several  successful  lough  anglers 
(amateurs)  who  do  not  "  play  "  their  flies  at  all  ; 
they  simply  cast  them  on  the  water  and  draw  in 
the  slack  Hne  as  the  boat  drifts,  leaving  the  flies 
almost  stationary  where  they  alighted,  until  another 
cast  is  made.  I  have  tried  all  methods  I  have  seen 
tried  by  others,  and,  as  a  result,  I  am  of  the  opinion 
in  bright  weather  and  on  a  calm  day  do  not  work 
your  flies  at  all — simply  keep  a  fairly  taut  line  and 
gradually  draw  them  towards  the  boat  ;  with  a 
moderate  wind  work  them  slightly  by  "  wobbling  " 
the  rod  a  little  (sideways,  as  it  were),  so  as  to  just 
give  some  slight  "  jerky  "  movements  to  them.  In 
rough  weather  it  does  not  matter  what  you  do — 
get  your  flies  on  the  water  and  keep  them  there 
somehow  ! 

But  if  I  do  not  attach  much  importance  to  the 
"  working  "  of  one's  flies,  it  is  quite  another  matter 
so  far  as  keeping  a  taut  line  between  the  flies  and 
the  rod-top  is  concerned.  Too  much  care  cannot  be 
exercised  in  this  connection,  for  upon  it  depends  in 
a  very  marked  degree  success  in  hooking  fish, 
especially  "  lightning  "  risers,  and,  as  previously 
stated,  it  is  in  the  matter  of  hooking  fish  that  most 
of  us  fail.  By  "  keeping  a  taut  hne,"  I  mean  as 
little  as  possible  slack  line  should  remain  on  or  in 
the  water  ;  anything  like  "  ceils  "  on  the  surface 
spells  failure  absolutely.  Coils  can  only  be  avoided 
by  correct  and  careful  casting,  but  a  well-fatted 
floating  line  helps  a  lot  in  keeping  a  taut  line,  and 
enables  one  to  respond  quickly  to  a  hghtning  rise. 
A  floating  line,  however,  has  an  important  dis- 
advantage ;  it  prevents  the  flies  sinking  to  a  suf- 
ficient depth  when  fish  are  taking  them  well  beneath 
the  surface.  It  was  quite  by  accident  that  I  first 
discovered  a  means  of  doing  away  with  this  objec- 
tion, and  as  I  have  not  seen  the  idea  practised  by 
any  other  lough  fishers  than  those  I  have  explained 
it  to,  perhaps  it  will  be  new,  and,  in  that  event, 
certainly  it  will  be  useful  to  readers  of  these  notes. 
It  is  quite  a  simple  "dodge."  Do  not  fat  the  two 
yards  of  Hne  next  the  gut  cast,  and  keep  the  re- 
mainder well  fatted.  The  unfa.tted  portion  of  the 
line  takes  up  the  water  just  sufficiently  to  drag  the 
gut  cast  and  flies  under,  while,  for  all  practical 
purposes,  not  preventing  the  floating  capacity  of 
the  fatted  portion  of  the  line  from  materially 
assisting  the  angler  m  keeping  the  desirable  taut 
and  tidy  line. 

This  brings  us  to  the  consideration  of  the  vexing 
question,  "how  and  when  to  strike"  ;  and  here, 
again,  I  have  no  wish  to  fill  these  columns  with  any 
lengthy  discussion— howbeit  the  subject  is  fasci- 
nating enough  and  the  source  of  endless  confabs 
in  the  smoke-room  and  by  the  water-side.  It  is 
all  a  matter  of  experience,  and  our  experience  is 
extended  every  time  we  go-a-fishing.  One  thing 
I  have  certainly  noticed  :  just  as  a  gunner  on  some 
days  cannot  miss  anything  that  gets  up,  so  on  some 
days  an  angler  cannot  fail  to  hook  rising  fish. 
Therefore,  I  argue  there  is  something  in  the  tempera- 
ment and  mental  and  physical  condition  of  the 
angler,  for  it  cannot  be  that  all  the  rises  on  these 
successful  occasions  are  easy  ones,  any  more  than 
that  all  the  shots  are  easy  for  the  gunner,  or  I 


should  rather  say,  perhaps,  more  easy  than  the 
average  rises  or  shots  on  similar  days  when  the 
angler  or  gunner  is  not  so  successful.    Th^-n  there 
are  those  glorious  deys  when  the  fish  make  head- 
and-tail  risc;i,  and  even  the  beginner  returns  with 
a  good  basket  ;  and  wo  all  know  the  days  when  a 
few  good  fish  "  topping  the  basket  "  load  us  to 
forget  the  mishaps  that  may  have  occurred  between 
the  catching  of  them.    But,  after  allowing  for  those 
(and  other)  successful  conditions,  there  i"*  no  getting 
away  from  the  fact  that  on  very  many  fishing  days 
we  fail  to  hook  fish — often  fish  that  rise  at  our  flies. 
.A.ro  we  invariably  to  blame  ?    I  think  not.    It  is 
one  thing  for  a  fish  to  rise  at  a  fly,  it  is  quite 
another  matter  for  a  fish  to  take  that  fly  ;  and  1  am 
firmly  convinced  that  in  quite  a  large  number  of 
cases  our  quarry  rises  at  the  fly,  and  then  turns 
before  reaching  it,  in  which  event,  of  course,  it  is 
utterly  useless  striking,  although  we  do  so  involun- 
tarily.   This  would — I  believe  does — account  for 
a  lot  of  so-called  misses  ;  and  in  passing  I  may  re- 
mark that  under  such  exasperating  circumstances  of 
lightning  rises  I  have  found  it  useful  at  times  to  sink 
the  flies  well  beneath  the  surface.    If  we  do  not 
include  these  non-taking  fish,  the  matter  of  misses 
and  their  causes  is  narrowed  down  to — (a)  striking 
too  soon,  with  the  result  that  the  fly  is  snatched 
away  before  the  fish  has  time  to  seize  it,  and  (6) 
striking  too  late,  in  which  case  the  fish  has  the 
chance  of  blowing  the  fly  out  of  its  mouth  without 
getting  hooked.    I  suppose  I  need  hardly  point  out  — 
unless  to  the  beginner — that  the  latter  condition 
very  seldom  obtains  in  the  case  of  head-and-t&il 
rises,  or  with  fish  "  mad  on,"  although  in  the  latter 
case  fish  wall  sometimes  miss  the  fly  from  sheer 
hurry,  and  that,  therefore,  the  angler  should  not 
strike  until  the  fish  has  taken  the  fly  well  down. 
In  other  w^ords,  you  can  hardly  strike  too  late, 
unless  you  give  the  fish  time  to  eat  the  fly  !    It  is 
under  ordinary  circumstances,  when  the  fish  are 
not  mad  on,  and  head-and-tail  rises  are  few  and  far 
between,  that  we  are  apt  to  strike  too  late  or  too 
soon.    And,  really,  from  my  experience,  there  is 
no  general  rule  as  to  when  one  should  strike,  but 
I  think  it  may  be  taken  for  granted  that  more  trout 
are  lost  in  lough  fishing  by  striking  too  soon  than 
by  striking  too  late  ;  and,  further,  I  think  you  will 
find  that  when  the  lightning  rises  are  missed  again 
and  again  the  remedy  lies  r?.ther  in  sinking  the  flies 
more  (which  often  results  in  obtaining  more  steady 
rises)  than  in  endeavouring  to  strik?  smarter  than 
before,  however  smart  that  may  have  been.  To 
sum  up,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  most  of  us  gener- 
ally strike  too  soon,  even  to  lightning  rises,  but  I 
am  not  forgetting  there  are  occasions  when  one 
cannot  strike  too  soon,  although  these  do  not  occur 
so  often  as  some  anglers  seem  to  think  they  do. 
And  in  this  connection  it  is  an  established  fact  that 
fish  in  some  loughs  rise  far  quicker  and  require 
much  smarter  hooking  than  they  do  in  others. 
The  beginner  who  finds  he  cannot  time  his  striking 
always  correctly  can   console  himself  with  the 
thought  that  neither  can  the  veteran  !    As  a  matter 
of  fact,  if  we  could  always  hook  every  fish  that  rose 
at  our  fly,  the  sport  would  lose  a  lot  of  its  charm  ; 
we  should  as  inevitably  tire  of  it  as  we  do  towards 
the  close  of  those  days  when  the  fish  are  mad  on. 

I  am  no  believer  in  "  skull-dragging,"  but  I  do 
think  that  the  time  given  by  some  anglers  to  playing 
a  fish  in  a  lough  is  absurd.  I  am  firmly  of  the 
opinion  that  you  should  let  Mr.  Trout  know  that 
you  have  a  rod  in  your  hands,  and  that  that  rod 
has  a  butt  ;  in  other  w-ords,  keep  a  steady  and 
continual  strain  on  your  quarry.  We  all  know  the 
tip  of  dropping  our  rod-top  when  a  fish  leaps, 
although  so  few  of  us  do  so  !  But  I  did  not  know 
myself  (until  three  seasons  back)  of  a  very  similar 
tip.  When  a  fish  bolts  towards  and  under  the  beat, 
slacken  all  off,  and  do  not  attempt  to  tighten  on 
the  fish  again  until  the  boat  is  clear  of  the  line,  and 
only  then  very  cautiously.  The  fish  may  be  gone, 
but  you  stand  a  far  better  chance  of  finding  him 
there  than  if  you  held  on.  Let  it  be  j'our  first 
effort  to  get  j-our  hooked  fish  away  from  the  watej 
you  have  not  yet  fished  over  (but  intend  to),  and 
keep  him  aw^ay  from  it  if  at  all  possible.  ^Vhen 
landing  a  fish  always  use  the  net  to  any  of  decent 
size.  The  net  should  be  sunk  in  the  watar  and  the 
fish  drawn  into  it.  j].  S.  S. 


Landlord  :  "Well,  now,  if  one  of  the  gentlemen 
is  a  vegetarian,  I  can  give  you  one  bed  more.  It  is 
in  the  attic  room  where  I  keep  my  dried  meats  and 
sausages." 
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THE  EXHIBITION  OF  MESSES.  S. 
ALLCOCK  AND  COMPANY. 


Be.ally  Mr.  Samuel  Allcock,  the  greatly  re- 
spected head  of  the  firm  of  Samuel  Allcock  and  Co., 
of  Redditch,  ought  to  come  up  to  see  the  very 
^•aried  and  interesting  show  the  firm  is  making  at 
Cecil  House,  57.  Holborn  Viaduct.  I  spent  a  couple 
of  hours  most  pleasantly  there  the  other  day 
with  Mr.  A.  Williams,  one  of  the  directors,  and 
Mr.  J.  Adams  Simon,  who  is  looking  after  the  affair. 
I  was  glad  to  find  Mr.  Williams  looking  so  fit  after 
his  long  and  serious  illness.  Mr.  Simon  deserves  a 
word  of  thanks  for  the  capital  arrangement  of 
everything.  When  I  say  there  are  280  different 
rods  from  the  cheapest  lancewood  to  the  best  split 
cane,  it  will  be  seen  there  is  a  wide  range  to  select 
from  ;  and  yet,  by  gi-ouping  the  rods,  tackle,  etc., 
for  the  different  styles  of  fishing,  the  great  array  is 
not  confusing.  Mr.  Simon,  who  is  himself  a  keen 
angler,  informs  me  that  he  is  coming  to  London  to 
live  in  order  to  look  after  a  permanent  exhibit. 
I  have  often  wondered  Messrs.  Allcock  did  not 
establish  one  years  ago. 

I  need  not  go  fully  into  details  of  all  the  novelties 
or  special  lines  to  be  seen,  but  I  may  mention  a  novel 
exterior  attachment  for  fixing  to  Nottingham  reels 
to  prevent  over-rurming  ;  it  is  extx-emely  simple 
when  you  make  a  cast  with  a  reel  having  this 
outside  attachment ;  the  pull  of  the  line  as  the  bait 
pulls  it  out  acts  on  a  lever  which  takes  off  the 
brake  when  the  force  of  the  cast  is  becoming  ex- 
pended, the  pressure  of  the  line  becomes  less  and 
less,  and  the  brake  again  comes  into  action.  The 
advantage  is  that  the  brake  is  always  on  except 
when  you  want  it  off  in  casting. 

The  improved  Moscrop  Eeel  is  well  worth 
seeing,  especialh'  where  a  strong  light  salmon  reel 
is  required.  Another  improvement  is  Young's 
spiral  spring  regulator  for  being  on  or  taking  off  a 
silent  che3k  on  the  "  Aerial  "  and  other  reels.  The 
Britannia  Sea  Eeel  is  also  very  good.  Messrs. 
Allcock  now  supply  the  American  multiplier  reels 
for  bait  casting ;  also  for  tarpon  fishing,  with 
tarpon  rods  and  all  the  regular  outfit. 

I  greatly  liked  their  No.  6037  "  Perfect"  pike  or 
sea  rod  in  split-cane,  and  they  also  do  six-foot  split- 
cane  rods  for  casting.  The  sea  fishing  exhibit  is 
very  complete  and  good.  In  lines  the  new  solid 
plait  silk  "  Stag  Brand  "  dressed  line — with  pliable 
soft  dressing,  warranted  not  to  stick  or  crack  — seems 
to  me  to  be  as  nearly  right  as  can  be.  I  must  give 
an  illustration  next  week  of  an  excellent  new  plan 
the  firm  has  for  supplying  its  lines  to  the  retail 
houses.  By  the  way,  the  special  rods  made  by 
Messrs.  Allcock  on  the  light  American  split  cane 
lines  are  now  called  "  Challenger  "  patterns.  I 
think  they  are  as  good  in  every  way  as  the  American, 
with  decided  improvements,  as  in  the  shape  of  top 
rings  of  agate,  and  are  made  from  9ft.  up  tp 
18ft.  I  was  glad  to  see  Tom  Hood's  gentle 
box  on  exhibition.  There  has  been  a  good  deal 
about  landing-nets  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  lately. 
I  asked  some  time  ago  why  we  could  not  have 
a  net  made  of  the  same  waterproof  silk  line  as 
used  for  reel  lines.  Mr.  "Williams  said,  "  Here 
is  what  you  asked  for,"  and  I  think,  as  he  does,  that 
they  seem  very  nice,  light,  and  strong.  I  think  rather 
too  fine  a  line  has  been  used  in  some.  Outfits  for 
Carnatic  carp  fishing  in  India,  for  Mahseer,  Tarpon, 
and  other  special  kinds  of  fishing  are  to  be  seen. 
In  the  new  porcelain  double  bridge  rings  for  sea 
and  pike  rods  the  porcelain  ring  is  more  thoroughly 
protected  than  in  any  other  device  I  have  seen. 
In  fly  boxes  I  think  there  is  certain  to  be  a  demand 
for  Messrs.  Allcock'snew  aluminium  eyed  fly  box. 

I  hope  shortly  to  give  some  illustrations  of 
many  other  novelties.  R.  B.  M. 


AMATEUK   EOD-MAKING— ABOUT 
TONKIN  CANES. 


I  AM  not  continuing  this  series  cf  articles  by  Mr. 
Perry  D.  Frazer  which  have  been  appearing  in 
Forest  and  Stream  as  Mr.  Frazer  tells  me  he 
hopes  to  bring  them  out  in  book  form,  and  our 
giving  them  might  interfere  with  the  sale  of  the 
book.  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  him  when  it  is 
published.  In  the  meantime,  I  merely  give  the 
following  note  on  Tonkin  canes  used  in  split-cane 
rod-making. — R.  B.  M. 

"  So  many  anglers  have  asked  me  why  I  omitted 
Tonkin  canes  from  the  list  of  fishing-rod  materials, 


already  published,  that  I  have  decided  to  include 
them  when  these  articles  appear  in  book  form. 

"  Tonkin  comes  from  the  province  of  that  name 
in  French  Indo-China,  on  the  Gulf  of  Tonkin,  an 
arm  of  the  China  Sea.  Probably  most  of  them 
are  cut  in  the  valleys  of  the  Black  and  Red 
rivers,  which  lie  due  east  of  Mandalay  in  Burma, 
and  as  Calcutta  and  Tonkin  canes  grow  in  the 
same  latitude,  this  may  account  for  the  belief  held 
by  some  that  Tonkin  canes  equal  Calcutta  bamboo 
for  rod-making  purposes.  It  is,  however,  a  fact 
that  very  few  professional  rod-makers  will  admit 
that  anything  can  equal  first-class  Calcutta  canes. 
A  veteran  says  one  reason  why  he  js  inclined  to 
use  Tonkin  is  found  in  the  fact  that  good  Calcutta 
canes  are  very  difficult  to  obtain,  and  with  them 
there  is  so  much  waste. 

"  Many  of  the  Tonkin  canes  furnish  thicker 
material  than  the  other  variety,  and,  if  properly 
seasoned  and  selected,  make  excellent  fly  and 
bait  casting  rods.  Not  all  of  them  are  burned, 
which  furnishes  another  reason  for  their  populai-ity. 
Some  are  stained  unevenly  before  they  are  split, 
and  when  the  strips  are  matched  and  glued 
these  mottled  places  appear  here  and  there  on  the 
rod,  giving  the  effect  that  is  so  pleasing  to  anglers 
of  the  old  school  who,  through  custom,  prefer 
the  mottling  to  the  white  enamel  of  unburned 
canes.  The  staining  is  a  harmless  process,  and 
may  be  produced  in  several  ways. 

"Tonkin  differs  materially  from  Calcu'ta.  The 
knots  are  smaller  and  less  troublesome,  and  in  the 
rough  bevelling  you  can  plane  through  the  knots 
with  safety.  This  cane  is  much  coarser  than 
Calcutta,  more  brittle,  and  in  breaking  a  strip  the 
surface  gives  way  in  long  splinters,  leaving  softer 
pith  strata  which  are  tough  but  not  springy. 
Because  of  its  greater  stiffness  it  is  used  for 
tournament  rods.  It  resembles  somewhat  our 
Southern  canes,  but  its  surface  is  darker  and  the 
fibres  reddish.  It  is  harsh  and  glassy,  soon  dulls 
the  edge  of  the  plane,  and  must  be  handled  care- 
fully or  the  hands  will  be  cut  and  scratched. 

"  Tonkin  canes  cost  more  than  Calcutta.  Rod- 
makers  who  use  them  will  not  say  much  about 
them.  I  do  not  pretend  to  know  which  is  the 
better  material.  I  will,  however,  state  that  I  made 
two  fly-rods  at  the  same  time,  one  from  the  best 
Calcutta  I  could  obtain,  the  other  from  Tonkin. 
The  Calcutta  rod  required  twice  as  much  time  and 
showed  many  imperfections.  The  Tonkin  rod  was 
satisfactory.  Both  were  exactly  alike.  The  best 
French  glue  was  used  on  both." 

Peery  D.  Fbazef. 


THE  AMUSING  HISTOKY  OF 
THE  "FIEKY  BKOWN  " 
SALMON  FLY. 


The  following  is,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  the  true 
history  of  the  famous  Irish  salmon  fly  known  as 
the  "  Fiery  Brown."  Mr.  Kelson  gives  Rogan  as 
the  inventor.  I  think  it  surely  must  have  been 
the  old  Kelly  who  was  killed  through  it  as  here- 
after described.  I  take  the  account  from  "  Salmon 
Fishing  in  Canada."- — R.  B.  M. 

"Having  mentioned  'Fiery  Brown'  in  the  fore- 
going paragraph,  it  occurs  to  me  to  state  that  I  do 
not  know  any  colour  which  is  so  difficult  to  be 
obtained,  or  concerning  which  there  are  so  many 
conflicting  opinions.  When  I  lived  in  the  county  of 
Clare,  and  fished  Mossroe  Lake,  a'son  of  a  Captain 
Bridgeman,  who  resided  in  the  neighbourhood, 
used  frequently  to  accompany  me  in  my  excursions, 
and  whenever  the  trout  were  sulky  and  the  sport 
was  dull,  my  young  friend  used  to  heave  a  heavy 
sigh  and  utter  an  ardent  wish  that  we  had  '  one 
fly  made  of  his  father's  real  fiery  brown.'  As 
this  was  often  the  case,  and  we  could  not 
by  any  manceuvring  get  hold  of  the  old  gentle- 
man's book  of  colours,  I  wrote  to  Martin  Kelly 
to  send  me  a  dozen  of  '  Fiery  Browns.'  In  a 
few  days  I  received  the  flies  (which  appeared]  to  me 
to  be  everything  that  a  man  or  a  tro  ut  could  wish 
for)  in  an  extremely  civil  letter  from  old  Martin,  in 
which  he  expressed  an  ardent  hope  that  they 
would  be  found  according  to  order,  and  an  earnest 
expectation  of  fm-ther  com_mands.  I  hastened  to 
notice  my  friend  Bridgeman  to  meet  me  at  Moger 
Hickey's,  the  usual  rendezvous,  early  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  convinced  that  I  had  the  real 
thing,  and  that  we  should  have  a  boat  full  of  trout 
before  the  shades  of  evening  fell  upon  us.  When 


at  length  we  had  got  under  weigh,  I  handed  my 
tail  fly  to  my  companion,  with  the  question,  'Well, 
Bridgeman,  what  do  you  think  of  that  ?  ' 

"  '  Well,'  said  he,  *  that's  a  neat  fly,  and  ought 
to  do.' 

"  '  That's  the  Fiery  Brown,'  said  I. 

"  '  Oh  no,'  said  he,  'it's  a  good  Broion,  but  it's 
not  the  Fiery  Brown.' 

"  Our  sport  on  this  occasion  was  indifferent,  so  on 
the  following  day  I  addressed  another  epistle  to 
old  Martin  Kelly,  telling  him  I  was  pleased  with 
the  flies  he  had  sent  me,  and  convinced  that  earlier 
in  the  season  they  would  have  done  good  work, 
and  requesting  him  to  send  me  a  dozen  of  the  real 
Fiery  Browns  of  the  same  size.  In  due  time 
Martin  transmitted  to  me  the  flies,  stating  that 
extreme  pains  had  been  taken  to  meet  my  wishes, 
and  expressing  a  confident  hope  that  they  would 
give  satisfaction.  Again  I  summoned  my  friend 
Bridgeman ;  again  we  failed  to  realise  the  sport 
which  he  had  always  promised  me  from  the  pos- 
session and  exhibition  of  '  the  real  Fiery  Brown.' 
Rather  impatient  at  the  bad  sport,  and  disgusted 
at  the  imputation  cast  upon  the  credit  of  my 
ancient  friend,  Martin,  I  held  a  fly  between 
Bridgeman's  eyes  and  the  light,  and  rather  testily 
asked  him,  while  I  pointed  to  the  glistening  fibres 
in  the  body,  '  If  that  is  not  Fiery  Brown,  will  you 
be  good  enough  to  tell  me  what  is  ?  ' 

"  '  Oh,'  said  he,  '  the  fly  is  well  enough,  and  as 
neatly  tied  as  one  could  wish  ;  but  still  it's  not  the 
real  Fiery  Brown.' 

"Strong  in  my  faith  in  old  Martin,  I  again 
addressed  him,  emphasising  in  my  order  for  another 
dozen  of  flies  the  word  '  real.'  Again  I  had  an 
extremely  civil  reply,  enclosing  another  dozen  of 
well-tied  flies,  and  assuring  me  that,  in  compliance 
with  my  former  orders,  he  had  done  his  utmost,  as 
well  as  in  the  present  instance,  to  meet  my  wishes  ; 
and  venturing  very  respectfully  to  suggest  that  I 
should  send  him  a  pattern  of  the  coloured  fly  I 
required,  in  which  case  he  had  no  doubt  but  he 
would  execute  the  order  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
give  satisfaction.  In  answer  to  which,  after  having 
failed  to  have  any  great  success  with  the  flies  he 
enclosed,  I  wrote  to  him  to  say  '  that  a  specimen 
or  pattern  of  the  real  Fiery  Brown  was  the  very 
thing  of  which  I  was  in  search,  and  that  if  he  could 
not  furnish  it  I  must  only  say  that  it  was  by  no 
means  creditable  to  his  establishment.'  Upon 
this  I  received  a  short,  well-written  letter,  in  which 
the  old  man  asserted  that  he  had  spared  no  pains, 
having  sent  to  both  Scotland  and  England  for 
varieties  of  the  Fiery  Brown,  specimens  of  all  of 
which  he  had  sent  me ;  but  that  he  perceived  with 
regret  that  in  the  present  instance  he  could  not 
please  me,  and  begged,  therefore,  very  respectfully 
to  give  up  the  commission. 

"  Very  shortly  after  the  termination  of  this 
correspondence,  which  was  seriously  commenced, 
and  towards  the  conclusion  carried  on  in  banter, 
old  Martin  Kelly  died ;  and  one  of  my  imaginative 
friends  insisted  that  his  inability  to  discover  the 
real  Fiery  Broion  was  the  cause  of  his  illness  and 
his  death. 

"  I  should  add  that  the  desire  for  the  real  Fiery 
Brown  had  spread  very  widely  amongst  Irish 
fishermen  at  this  time,  several  having  read  the 
letters  above  alluded  to,  and  mentioned  the  matter 
to  others,  so  that  I  believe  few  days  passed  over 
during  that  summer  in  which  there  was  not  some 
application  at  Kelly's  shop  in  Sackville-street  for 
this  mysterious  and  unobtainable  fly. 

"  Several  years  subsequent  to  these  events,  and 
after  I  had  been  four  years  in  Oanada,  and  had 
ascertained  the  virtues  of  the  Fiery  Brown  in  the 
waters  of  the  Marguarite  and  Eschernin,  having 
occasion  to  write  to  my  old  friend,  college  com- 
panion, and  law  agent  about  some  legal  matters,  I 
requested  him  to  send  me  a  small  parcel  of  that 
colour  in  his  reply,  to  which  request  I  received  the 
following  answer 

"  '  Dublin,  41,  Upper  M.  Street, 
"  '  July  19,  1845. 
"  '  My  dear  Friend, — I  rejoiced  at  receiving 
your  epistle,  notwithstanding  that  it  was  silent  as 
to  my  last  to  you.  Perhaps  it  will  not  surprise 
you  to  learn  that  I  have  cut  the  old  profession 
and  become  a  probationer  at  the  otimn  mm  digni- 
tate,  whereby  and  by  which  I  have  so  totally  for- 
gotten everything  belonging  to  law,  that  I  am 
obliged  to  resort  for  explanation  of  anything  legal 
to  my  professional  adviser.  It  follows,  therefore, 
that  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  tell  you  what  you  are 
to  do  with  Bluack.    When  I  ivas  in  the  profession, 
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as  well  as  I  can  recollect,  I  would  have  advised  a 
bill  to  remove  him  or  make  him  account ;  for,  by 
the  piper,  he  seems  a  most  negligent  trustee  in  one 
vrespect,  inasmuch  as  he  leaves  the  money  he 
should  take  and  malie  fructify,  uselessly  lying  in  the 
bank,  and  the  cash  he  has  taken  into  his  employ- 
ment he  employs  to  his  own  benefit  and  your  loss. 
I  am  told  he  is  an  honourable  man  and  of  strict 
integrity,  but,  by  the  honour  of  man,  he  has  a  queer 
way  of  showing  it.  However,  as  you  do  not  much 
want  it  now,  it  will,  I  suppose,  accumulate  for  the 
benefit  of  those  who  shall  come  after  you,  called 
posterity. 

"  '  I  essayed  to  gratify  your  desire  for  the  "  Fiery 
Brown,"  immediately  upon  learning  your  wishes, 
and  "  I'll  ever  remember  the  day,"  as  the  song  has 
it,  for  "  may  I  never  do  an  ill  turn,"  but  I  was  near 
suffering  for  it. 

"  '  The  most  natural  place  for  getting  the  Fiery 
Brown  was,  of  course,  the  most  celebrated  and  the 
most  convenient,  so  in  I  toddled  to  Martin  Kelly's. 
It  goes  by  the  same  name  still.  And,  "  Pray,"  says 
I,  "  have  you  got  any  Fiery  Browns  ?  "  "  Say  that 
again,"  says  a  fellow  with  an  ugly  aspect,  that  put 
me  in  acute  remembrance  of  your  brother-in-law. 
Dr.  Bell.  "  Have  you  any  Fiery  Browns  ?  "  said  I 
again.  "  Oh,  by  the  holy,"  says  he,  "  you're  one  of 
the  gang  that  killed  my  father — fire  me  if  I  don't 
brown  you." 

"  '  And  without  doubt  he  seemed  bent  on  making 
me  black  and  blue,  for  he  let  fly  the  butt  of  a 
salmon  rod  at  me,  which,  most  fortunately  for  me, 
being  misdirected  by  his  wrath,  went  against  the 
glass  door  of  the  shop,  which  it  smashed.  I 
forthwith  threw  myself  on  the  protection  of  a 
policeman  who  was  passing,  and  who  advised  me 
10  charge  him.  This,  however,  I  declined  to  do, 
dreading  the  publicity  of  so  ridiculous  a  history  as 
would  have  come  out,  and  which,  as  sure  as  a  gun, 
would  liave  been  laid  hold  of  by  Lever,  and  I'd 
liave  been  persecuted  to  the  death  by  the  wags. 

"  '  The  next  day  I  went  to  a  decent  man  of  less 
notoriety,  who  does  a  little  splicing  for  me  now 
and  then,  and  sells  me  flies.  On  my  proceeding  to 
make  tlie  inquiry  for  you,  he  grew  very  red  about 
the  gills,  and  said  he  was  "  sorry  to  find  I  came  to 
humbug  him."  I  assured  him  I  had  no  such 
intention,  and  that  I  wanted  the  article  for  a 
gentleman  in  Canada.  "  Oh,  now,"  said  he,  "  I  am 
sure  you're  going  it,  for  it  was  a  fellow  who  went 
there  that  killed  poor  Kelly  with  his  Fiery  Brown." 
And  then  altering  his  tone,  he  added.  "  Sir,  I'd 
rather  not  ha\e  aoj'thing  to  do  with  the  Fiery 
Brown  at  any  price.  I  am  striving  to  rear  a  large 
small  family,  and  for  God's  sake,  sir,  leave  me  to 
do  so  in  jjeace." 

" '  Now,  I'll  teU  vi^hat  I  did  next.  I  followed 
Kelly's  example,  and  gave  up  the  commission, 
but  I  hope  it  will  not  cost  me  my  life.  Any  other 
kind  of  brown  you  want  I'll  do  my  utmost  to 
procure,  but  just  don't  ask  me  to  mention  Fiery 
Brown  again  in  Dublin,  or  J  think  it  will  blow  up 
the  city. 

"  '  Aug.  1,  1845. 
"  '  After  I  had  written  the  foregoing,  and  before 
I  could  seal  and  despatch  it,  I  happened  to  meet 
in  the  street  your  friend  Bomford,  and  amongst 
other  topics  of  conversation  tm-ned  up  your  com- 
mission to  me  for  the  Fiery  Brown  and  my  failures. 
"  Oh,"  said  he,  "  come  with  me  to  Ettingsal  on  the 
quay ;  he  does  a  deal  of  business  in,  Galway,  and 
knows  me  very  well."  Of  course,  as  I  was  most 
anxious  to  get  you  what  you  wished  for,  I  went 
with  Bomford  to  the  shop.  "  Pray,"  said  I,  in  the 
most  bland  manner  possible,  "  can  you  procure  me 
some  Fiery  Brown?  "  Whereupon,  the  individual 
who  was  behind  the  counter,  after  looking  steadily 
at  us  in  silence  for  a  minute  or  so,  drew  up  his 
left  hand  to  a  level  with  his  mouth,  applies  the 
thumb  in  a  very  significant  manner  to  the  tip  of 
his  nose,  protrudes  a  considerable  length  of  tongue, 
cuts  some  cabalistic  figure  or  motion  with  his  right 
hand,  and  asks  me  if  "  my  mother  is  aware  that  I 
am  out  ?  " 

"  '  I  am  fearful,  my  boy,  that  you  have  been 
playing  tricks  with  me,  and  that  either  no  such 
thing  ever  existed  as  pig's  wool,  or  that  a  certain 
black  gentleman  shaved  it  all  off  when  he  took  to 
amusing  hisself  in  that  way ;  but  I  am  as  ever, 
your  affectionate  friend,  "  '  T.  B.' 

"  I  need  not  take  the  trouble  to  explain  to  my 
piscatorial  readers — and  I  desire  no  "others — that  a 
Fiery  Brown  is  now  well  understood,  and  may  be 
obtained,  not  only  at  Martin  Kelly's  but  at  any 
other  respectable  fishing-tackle  warehouse,  without 


the  slightest  danger  of  being  smitten  with  a  salmon- 
rod  or  of  disturbing  the  peace  of  an  industrious 
tradesman.  And,  moreover,  I  would  not  advise 
any  vendor  of  fishing-tackle  to  come  to  Canada 
without  an  ample  supply  of  it,  though  I  am  quite 
confident  that  the  exact  hue  of  the  real  Fiery 
Brown  will  with  difficulty  be  agreed  upon  by  any 
two  fishermen  or  manufacturers." 


SPAWNING  BLAGDON  LAKE 
TKOUT. 


After  the  trout  have  been  caught  in  the  river, 
into  which  they  run  up  from  the  lake  at  spawning 
time,  they   are  brought  up  and  put  into  long  j 
cemented  "  runs,"  and  are  afterwards  fished  out  I 


and  in  fine,  closely  -  made  silk  lines  might  not 
penetrate  to  the  core.  The  following  method 
occurred  to  me  after  a  few  experimental  trials,  and 
I  find  it  satisfactory  and  efficient  in  every  way,  as 
the  lines  stand  wear,  weather,  and  salt  water  well. 
With  a  little  care,  and  redressing  when  they 
require  it,  fine  silk  lines  will  last  for  yearsj  Nearly 
any  degree  of  finish  can  be  attained  by  the  process, 
and  if  the  lines  resist  salt  water  there  is  surely  no 
reason  why  they  will  not  resist  fresh  water  also. 
The  angler  should  remember  that  this  dressing  is 
intended  for  lines  which  have  been  bought  un- 
dressed. Purchase  a  quart  of  methylated-spirit, 
costing  lOd.  or  Is.  retail,  and  a  small  quantity  of 
Archangel  tar  of  the  best  quality.  Threepence  or 
fourpenceworth  should  do  a  great  many  lines. 
Dissolve  about  five  or  six  tablespoonfuls  of  tar  in 
rather  less  than  half-a-pint  of  Imethylated-spirit  and 
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Spawning  Blagdon  Trout. 


[Clarke  and  Hyde. 


as  required  for  spawning.  Our  illustration  shows 
Mr.  Donald  Carr,  the  Chief  Eanger  on  Blagdon 
Lake„near  Bristol,  with  an  assistant  catching  trout 
for  spawning.  Many  of  the  trout  weigh  upwards 
of  six  pounds,  and  are  second  to  none  in  England. 


TAB  DRESSING  FOR  LINES  AND 
LANDING-NETS. 


Archangel  or  fir  tar  is  an  excellent  preserva- 
tive dressing  for  all  kinds  of  sea  lines,  and  silk 
lines  especially.  Fishermen  and  seamen,  for  ages 
past,  have  treated  heavy  lines  and  ropes  with  tar, 
and  it  is  well  known  that  these  stand  the  test  of 
years  in  the  rigging  of  vessels  exposed  to  the  effect 
of  salt  spray  continually.  Seamen  and  fishermen 
generally  boil  the  tar  and  immerse  the  ropes  in  the 
hot  liquid,  in  order  that,  in  its  thin  state,  it  may  the 
more  readily  penetrate  the  fibres  of  the  cordage. 

The  spare  tar  is  then  rubbed  off  with  a  bunch  of 
rags.  The  process  may  be  seen  at  any  fishing 
village  when  the  boats  are  being  fitted  out  for  sea. 
This  method  would  suffice  for  finer  lines  also,  but 
the  tar  takes  too  long  to  dry  for  an  ordinary  mortal. 


shake  them  together  until  well  mixed.  Take  the 
lines  to  be  dressed,  whether  silk,  cotton,  hemp,  or 
flax,  and  wind  each  on  a  little  piece  of  wood  three 
or  four  inches  long,  and  about  as  thick  as  a  lead 
pencil.  Do  not  wind  the  coils  closely  and  evenly, 
but  cross  them  so  that  they  lie  diagonally  o\er 
each  other,  as  on  a  ball  of  twine.  This  will  allow 
the  mixture  to  get  in  between  each  coil.  Put  the 
mixture  into  a  jampot,  and  then  put  the  lines  in, 
and  leave  them  for  a  few  days  in  order  that  the 
thin  mixture  will  penetrate  to'  the  very  core  of  the 
line. 

Evaporation  can  be  prevented  by  fitting  a  large 
bung  to  the  jar,  or  by  gi-eaaing  the  bottom  of  a 
saucer  and  placing  it  on  the  top  of  the  jar.  As 
methylated-spirit  is  so  cheap  nowadays,  it  is  not  a 
serious  loss  even  though  the  spirit  dried  up  in  the 
mixture. 

For  my  own  part,  I  prefer  to  allow  the  evapora- 
tion to  go  on  after  the  line  has  been  placed  in  the 
liquid,  for  the  following  reason  :  When  tlie  mixture 
is  first  made  up  it  is  very  thin,  and  penetrates  the 
fibres  of  the  line  readily.  As  the  evaporation  pro- 
ceeds, it  gradually  becomes  thicker  in  substance, 
and  consequently  adds  more  body  to  the  line.  If 
the  line  has  absorbed  a  sufficient  quantity  of  tar  it 
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can  be  taken  out  and  dried.  If  not,  put  the  line 
into  a  thicker  solution  of  tar,  and  let  it  remain  for 
a  day  or  two  longer.  Take  it  out  and  wind  it  on 
an  old  slate  frame,  or  something  of  a  like  nature. 
As  it  is  being  wound  on  hold  a  bunch  of  rags  in  the 
left  hand  and  pass  the  line  through  them  to  remove 
the  superfluous  tar,  while  the  right  hand  winds  it  on 
the  frame.  Hang  up  the  frame  on  a  nail  to  allow 
the  line  to  dry.  This  will  not  take  long  if  the 
place  is  airy  and  dry,  as  the  spirit  helps  the  pro- 
cess greatly.  To  make  the  line  still  more  pliant 
and  fishable,  stretch  the  line  between  two  posts 
and  rub  it  thoroughly  with  raw  mutton  suet.  Eub 
each  part  of  the  line  thoroughly,  and  clean  off  the 
superfluous  fat  with  a  rag.  A  line  dressed  in  this 
manner  is  the  best  that  can  be  got  for  all  kinds  of 
sea  angling,  and  it  works  beautifully  from  either 
the  "  Malloch  "  or  "Silex"  casting  reels.  The 
tar  dressing  leaves  the  lines  as  strong  as  imdressed 
silk  lines,  and  this  is  more  than  can  be  said  of 
many  expensive  oil-dressed  silk  lines,  as  anglers 
find  by  experience.  Thin  silk  lines  dressed  thus  can 
be  used  in  very  deep  water  with  light  leads,  in  sea 
fishing,  either  as  hand-lines  or  from  rod  and  reel. 
If  a  harder  surface  is  wished  for,  take  some  shellac 
and  dissolve  it  in  methylated-spirit  until  a  thick 
shellac  varnish  is  formed.  Add  a  surface-dressing 
to  the  line  composed  of  two  parts  of  the  foregoing 
tar  solution  and  one  part  of  the  shellac  varnish. 

They  must  be  mixed  up  separately  and  then 
shaken  together.  This  surface-dressing  should  be 
applied  by  rubbing  it  on  with  a  small  pad  of  rags, 
saturated  with  the  mixture.  By  adding  a  larger 
proportion  of  shellac  the  line  can  be  finished  as 
hard  as  desired ;  but  this  is  not  necessary,  because 
the  line  would  be  liable  to  crack  and  be  too  stiff. 

All  degrees  of  hardness  or  softness  can  be  got  by 
these  two  mixtures.  But  it  is  advisable  to  be 
sparing  with  the  shellac.  It  will  not  harm  the 
line,  but  it  will  make  it  unpleasantly  hard  and 
stiff"  for  use  on  a  casting  reel,  if  too  much  of  it  is 
used. 

Hand-lines  and  whiffing-lines  for  pollack  or 
mackerel  can  be  made  of  heavier  water-cord,  such 
as  is  sold  at  all  seaside  towns.  If  dressed  in  this 
tar  solution,  dried  thoroughly,  and  then  finished 
with  a  good  rubbing  of  mutton  fat,  they  are  the 
best  lines  that  can  be  got  for  the  piu-pose.  They 
last  well,  do  not  kink  readily  if  mounted  properly, 
and  can  be  handled  with  great  speed.  Further- 
more, if  two  lines  cross,  as  sometimes  happens 
when  fish  are  plentiful,  they  can  readily  be  dis- 
entangled. A  line  of  100  yards  of  pure  undressed 
silk — suitable  for  salmon  fishing— can  be  got  for 
4s.  6d.,  and  the  dressing  ^ut  on  for  a  few  pence. 
A  waterproof  silk  line  of  good  quality  will  cost  from 
15s.  to  30s.,  and  the  home-dressed  line  in  all 
probability  wUl  outlast  these. 

Landing-nets  meshed  of  water-cord  can  be 
immersed  in  a  thin  solution  of  tar  and  spirit,  and 
if  treated  thus  they  will  last  much  longer,  and 
save  anglers  the  aggravation  of  a  good  fish  falling 
through  the  bottom  of  a  rotten  landing-net.  The 
net  must  be  taken  off  the  ring  and  placed  in  an 
empty  21b.  jampot,  and  as  much  of  the  mixture 
poured  over  it  as  will  cover  it  when  it  is  pressed 
down.  Do  not  use  any  shellac  in  this  case,  as  it 
will  make  the  net  stiff'  and  hard.  When  the  net 
has  been  thoroughly  saturated,  take  it  out  and 
spread  it  to  its  full  extent  on  a  piece  of  dry  cloth, 
and  then  roll  cloth  and  net  together  as  tightly  as 
possible  in  order  to  wring  out  any  superfluous 
dressing.  Then  unfold  the  net,  and  while  still  wet 
fill  it  with  straw  or  rags  to  stretch  it  to  its  full 
extent  and  prevent  it  from  shrinking.  Take  a 
cord  and  run  it  through  the  top  loops  where  the 
frame  or  ring  should  be,  and  draw  the  cord  ends 
together  so  as  to  shut  up  the  mouth  of  the  net. 
Tie  the  ends  of  the  cord  together  and  suspend  the 
whole  from  a  nail  until  dry.  If  it  is  dried  without 
being  stretched,  it  will  shrink. 

The  tar  dressing  binds  the  fibre  of  the  cord 
together,  and  renders  it  less  liable  to  invite  hook 
points.  Should  the  hands  get  soiled  with  tar,  a 
few  drops  of  methylated-spirit  and  a  rag  will  clean 
them.  Black  Beetle. 


VicoMTE  Henby  de  Rrance,  writing  in  Le  Pro- 
priHaire  Chritien,  gives  the  following  explanation 
of  the  origin  of  the  name  "paternoster  "  as  applied 
to  fishing  tackle.  In  the  earlier  forms  the  hook 
link  was  attached  to  a  large  revolving  bead,  not 
unlike  the  beads  used  on  rosaries.  These  beads 
have  disappeared,  but  the  name  of  the  prayers 
which  they  recorded  is  retained. 


A  BALLAD  OF  FISHING. 


Let  others  endeavour  to  mangle 

The  partridge,  the  grouse  and  the  pheasant : 
I  sing  of  the  charms  of  the  angle, 

And  walks  where  the  waters  are  pleasant : 
Where  the  kingfisher  dives,  and  the  dipper 

Pries  over  her  mossy-bound  rock; 
And  comes  not  the  trail  of  the  tripper. 

Fair  Nature  to  shock. 

There  the  pool,  with  its  eddies  and  shallows, 

That  dance  in  the  midsummer  morn, 
Lapped  round  with  tall  hemlocks  and  mallows, 

Eeflects  the  white  bloom  of  the  thorn; 
There  swallows  revolve  o'er  the  ripples, 

Absorbing  the  frolicsome  gnat, 
And  the  gauzy-winged  dragon-fly  tipples, 

And  plunges  the  rat. 

Some  rooks  are  contentedly  swinging 

At  ease  in  the  elm  avenue ; 
And  hark  to  the  lark  that  is  singing 

Her  melody  up  in  the  blue. 
The  turtle-dove's  amorous  cooing 

Cries  shame  on  the  quarrelsome  jay. 
And  the  cuckoo-bird's  echo  is  wooing 

The  promise  of  May. 

See  yonder  the  haunt  of  the  otter, 

Where  the  grey  willow  dips  in  the  wave ; 
A  stealthy,  inaudible  trotter, 

He  creeps  out  at  night  from  his  cave. 
And  down  in  midstream  by  the  moonlight, 

Selects  of  the  best  one  or  two. 
That,  glued  to  the  bottom  in  noonlight. 

Lay  sunk  out  of  view. 

There,  anon,  at  the  head  of  that  boulder. 

Which  Time  with  deft  finger  has  clad, 
A  dimple  appeared  with  a  shoulder,* 

And  the  heart  of  the  angler  was  glad ; 
Where  the  water  brims  up  for  an  outlet, 

Unsuspicious,  and  close  to  the  stone, 
A  hungry  and  sizeable  troutlet 

Was  rising  alone. 

No  need  to  delude  him  with  dry-fly; 

Let  it  sink  just  a  bit,  and  then  hang : 
"  Whatever  is  your  fly  is  my  fly," 

Thinks  he,  and  then  comes  with  a  bang. 
Yet  he  makes  you  unprintably  mutter, 

As  he  slaps  at  your  line  with  his  tail, 
And  puts  your  poor  heart  in  a  flutter, 

Though  hardly  a  whale. 

He  twitches,  and  tumbles,  and  tosses, 

Till  the  line  brings  him  back  to  your  feet ; 
If  less  than  your  previous  losses. 

He  will  never  give  in  till  dead  beat. 
He  is  not  more  than  nine  or  ten  inches ; 

But  the  stream  is  so  strong,  you  may  bet. 
He  will  smash  up  your  cast,  if  your  winch  is 

Not  properly  set. 

The  pen  of  a  caricaturist 

Fair  matter  for  mirth  might  descry, 
When  an  irreconcilable  purist 

Confines  his  attempts  to  dry-fly. 
Where  the  water  unbrokenly  trickles, 

Success  it  will  surely  promote  ; 
But  who  in  the  foam-tossing  stickles 

Can  see  a  fly  float? 

No,  'tis  better,  when  things  go  contrariant, 

And  the  fishes,  confound  'em  1  won't  rise, 
To  put  up  a  hackle  as  variant. 

And  alternate  wet  with  dry  flies. 
Whenever  the  circumstance  warrants. 

Be  assiu-ed  that  more  sport  you  will  get, 
If,  when  gusty,  and  raining  in  torrents. 

You  simply  fish  wet. 

I  have  oftentimes  proved  my  suspicions, 

On  Itchen,  and  Costa,  and  Test, 
That  in  stormy  and  troubled  conditions, 

A  wet-fly  is  certainly  best. 
But,  in  calms,  if  the  sun  shining  brightly 

Unruffles  the  face  of  the  tide. 
Let  your  fly,  duly  oiled,  dropping  lightly. 

Float  free  on  the  glide. 


*  By  a  "shoulder"  I  mean  the  "heave"  which 
a  good  fish  makes,  when  he  rises,  as  opposed  to  the 
flat  ring  made  by  a  very  small  fish. 


Fish  carefully  all  the  glass  edges. 

Chuck  underhand,  kneel  on  the  ground; 
Six  inches  or  so  from  the  sedges, 

'Tis  there  that  the  busters  are  found. 
And  remember  to  be  "werry  private," 

As  a  keeper  remarked,  "  wi'  your  fish," 
Or  else  you  will  seldom  arrive  at 

The  height  of  your  wish. 

For  "It  isn't  the  fly,  it's  the  driver," 

I've  often  heard  Marryat  say ; 
And  he  was  the  'cutest  contriver, 

That  ever  was  known  in  his  day. 
"  Fish  fine  and  far  off,"  and  don't  suffer 

For  fads,  which  are  fiddle-de-dee  1 
As  to  further  advice,  ask  some  duffer 

Who  knows  more  than  me, 
Feb.  29,  1908.  — T.  Sanctuary,  M.D. 


WITH  EOD  AND  BICYCLE  IN 
NOEWAY. 


A  TOUR  in  Norway  is  nowadays  usually  associated 
with  a  yachting  cruise,  by  which,  in  a  fixed  number 
of  days,  one  is  assured  he  may  see  the  finest  of  the 
fjords,  and  also  take  land  journeys  through  the 
most  picturesque  parts.  I  have  not  enjoyed  one 
of  these  cruises,  but  I  have  often  seen  the  tourists 
crossing  the  neck  of  land  separating  two  fjords  in 
a  score  or  more  stolkjojrres,  one  close  behind 
another,  when,  enveloped  in  clouds  of  dust,  on  hot 
days,  a  good  percentage  have  been  sleeping  peace- 
fully, wholly  oblivious  of  their  surroundings. 

The  man  who  wants  to  see  and  enjoy  Norway 
must  eschew  these  gregarious  tours  and  take  a 
line  of  his  own,  and  further,  in  no  way  can  scenery 
be  so  fully  appreciated  as  with  rod  in  hand  one 
strolls  along  the  bank  of  a  stream,  or  sits  in  a  boat 
on  one  of  the  lakes,  with  grim  mountain  sides  and 
snow-clad  peaks  enclosing  the  water  on  all  sides. 
Every  few  yards  a  new  view  presents  itself,  and 
every  hour  the  shadows  cause  a  variation  in  the 
landscape,  while  towards  sunset  some  of  the  snows 
are  suffused  with  a  warm,  rosy  tint,  and  others, 
already  in  the  shade,  make  a  strong  contrast  with 
their  cold,  greenish  hues.  These  beauties  are  not 
seen  by  the  traveller  hurrying  on  from  place  to 
place,  but  they  are  impressed  on  the  fisherman 
who  enjoys  them  day  after  day  ;  and  if  he  retmns 
with  a  light  creel  he  feels  that  he  has  not  had  a 
bad  time.  I  mentioned  a  light  creel,  not  an  empty 
one,  for  it  is  seldom  one  has  a  blank  day  in 
Norway. 

Having  been  half-a-dozen  times  or  more  trout- 
fishing  in  the  Scandinavian  peninsula,  I  thought  a 
few  notes  might  be  helpful  to  brother  anglers  of 
only  moderate  means  who  like  to  combine  sight- 
seeing and  sport. 

Unfortunately,  most  busy  men  can  ill  spare  the 
time  that  is  necessary  for  the  trip.  If  one  leave 
London  about  noon  on  a  Tuesday,  he  arrivess  in 
Bergen  on  Thursday  morning,  and  it  will  take  him, 
usually,  another  twenty-four  hours  or  more  to 
arrive  at  a  place  where  he  can  put  his  rod  together. 
This  means  breaking  into  a  good  part  of  a  week, 
and,  allowing  five  days  for  returning,  there  only 
remains  a  little  over  a  fortnight  out  of  a  month's 
holiday. 

Once  in  the  country,  living  is  exceedingly  cheap. 
The  steamboat  journeys,  however,  make  such  a 
large  demand  on  one's  purse  that  the  daily  cost  of 
the  outing  is  in  inverse  ratio  to  the  time  occupied. 
The  return  fare  between  Newcastle  and  Bergen  is 
£&,  or  vid  Hull  £1.  Another  £1  may  be  put  down 
to  the  fjord  steamer  tickets,  but  after  that  10s.  a 
day  should  cover  all  expenses.  The  hotels  charge 
from  kr.  5  to  kr.  3^*  a  day,  that  is,  from  5s.  7d.  to 
3s.  lOd. 

The  usual  beverage  at  meals  is  the  local  beer,  at 
about  8d.  a  small  bottle.  It  is  no  use  asking  for 
a  "  small  whiskey,"  for  no  less  an  amount  than  a 
bottle  is  sold  of  anything.  Mine  host  does  not 
look  for  a  profit  out  of  his  liquors.  Travelling  by 
road  is  exceedingly  cheap,  about  3^d.  a  mile.  The 
stolkjoerre  is  the  usual  conveyance;  it  may  be 
described  as  a  chair  to  hold  two,  or  iron  legs  placed 
on  a  two-wheeled  trolley.  I  have  never  been  able 
to  get  up  a  keen  enthusiasm  for  these  much- 
belauded  vehicles,  nor  for  the  quadrupeds  that 
draw  them.  The  ponies  are  allowed  to  go  as  they 
like,  and  seem  to  think  that  they  are  taking  you 
along  for  their  pleasure,  and  resent  being  urged 

,*  One  kroner  equals  Is.  IJd. 
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on  beyond  their  own  pace.  Even  on  a  level  road  they 
will  condescend  only  to  trot  leisurely  along  for  a 
short  distance,  and  then  will  drop  into  a  walk 
imtil  it  occurs  to  them  it  is  time  to  move  on 
again.  The  driver  usually  has  no  whip,  and 
invariably  regards  the  journey  from  the  ponies' 
pomt  of  view,  so  that  travelling  in  the  local  cart 
is  not,  to  my  mind,  an  unmixed  pleasure.  On  this 
accomt,  I  have  of  late  always  taken  my  bicycle, 
for  the  conveyance  of  which,  by  the  way,  the 
steamboat  companies  make  no  charge,  and  I 
have  found  the  advantage  so  overwhelming  that 
I  recommend  others  to  do  the  same. 

The  roads  in  Norway,  over  a  great  part  of  the 
country,  are  now  a  triumph  of  engineering  skill ; 
enormous  sums  must  have  been  spent  on  their  con- 
struction, and  they  are  being  extended  every  year. 


losing  your  head  and  looking  well  in  front,  you  get 
along  all  right. 

I  made  one  journey  of  about  a  fortnight,  carrying 
all  my  belongings  on  my  machine— the  only  draw- 
back I  found  was  I  could  not  take  all  I  wanted. 
"Waders  and  brogues  amongst  other  things  had  to 
be  left  behind.  A  bicarrier  held  all  the  clothes  I 
needed.  Eod  and  landing-net  were  tied  secmrely  to 
the  top  tube,  and  my  fishing  basket,  filled  with 
fishing  tackle,  brush,  comb,  etc.,  was  tied  on  to 
the  front  of  my  handle  bar.  In  this  way  I  was 
able  to  fish  every  day,  barring  Sundays,  and  travel 
good  long  distances  besides.  If  I  found  the  sport 
at  any  place  not  up  to  my  expectations,  in  a  very 
few  minutes  I  could  pack  all  my  things  and  cycle 
of3f  to  another  beat  some  miles  away. 
The  trout  in  Norway  are  not  highly  educated. 


At  Fladmark  there  is  a  good  stretch  of  water,  but 
it  must  be  fished  from  a  boat.  Occasionally 
salmon  are  to  be  caught  on  their  way  up ;  there 
are  several  very  inviting  pools.  The  road  follows 
the  river  bank  for  some  distance,  and  then  winds 
somewhat  steeply  upwards  to  Ormheim.  Here  the 
hotel  is  situated  amongst  pine  trees  in  front  of  a 
grand  waterfall.  The  salmon  fishing  is  let,  but 
the  landlord  preserves  a  part  of  the  water  for  his 
guests,  Salmon  up  to  301b.  are  caught,  but  they 
come  up  late. 

After  leaving  Ormheim  it  is  all  up  hill  to  Stueflaa- 
ten,  hence  it  is  advisable  to  tie  one's  machine  on  to  a 
stolkjotrre  and  ride  or  walk  as  one  likes  for  thirteen 
kilometres.  A  friend  of  mine  has  made  this  note 
in  my  guide-book  of  Stueflaaten  :  "Too  lovely  for 
words."    It  is  not  advisable  to  stop  here  for 


They  wind  over  the  mountains  at  such  slight 
gradients  that  in  many  parts  one  can  ride  up  hill 
for  miles  without  inconvenience,  although,  of 
course,  there  are  places  where  one  has  to  get  off 
and  push.  After  continuous  heavy  rains  they  do 
become  rotten  in  places  and  make  cycling  a  little 
trying  to  the  temper,  but  it  is  seldom  that  a  wetter 
and  more  sunless  time  is  experienced  than  last 
summer,  when  on  only  two  or  three  days  I  met 
with  roads  which  were  not  all  that  could  be  desired. 
Almost  invariably  there  is  from  a  foot  to  eighteen 
mches  on  either  side  of  the  road  which  the  wheels 
do  not  reach,  and  this  makes  an  admirable  cycling 
track,  remaining  firm  in  all  but  the  wettest  weather. 
It  is  true  that  sometimes  one  feels  "  between  the 
devil  and  the  deep  sea"  when  one  has  mud,  or 
deep  dust,  on  one  side,  and  on  the  other  a  precipice 
guarded  by  tall  stones  at  intervals  of  a  few  inches, 
wnich  come  in  close  proximity  to  one's  pedals ; 
but  one  gets  accustomed  to  these  perib,  and  by  not 


As  I  make  my  own  flies  this  is  gratifying,  for  often 
at  home  when  I  present  a  fly  to  a  rising  fish  he 
will  look  at  it  as  if  he  had  lost  his  appetite,  or  dart 
off  to  hide  under  the  nearest  weed,  but  in  Norway 
waters  he  pays  me  the  compliment  of  taking  my 
flies  as  readily  as  those  from  the  most  approved 
fly  tiers. 

If  anyone  wants  a  route  where  he  may  fish 
almost  every  day  in  new  water  he  might  follow 
the  line  I  took  this  last  summer.  Leaving  New- 
castle on  a  Tuesday  evening  I  arrived,  via  Bergen, 
at  Molde  on  Friday  evening.  The  next  morning  a 
little  steamer  took  me  to  Veblungsnces  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Romsdal.  Cycling  up  the  valley 
Halsa  is  first  reached,  and  at  twelve  kilometres 
Horheim.  Hotels  are  found  at  both  places, 
close  to  the  Eiver  Rauma,  up  which  sea-trout 
come  in  August.  Not  having  tried  the  river  at 
these  places  I  cannot  speak  from  experience,  but  I 
am  told  on  good  authority  that  fish  are  to  be  had. 


fishing,  but  cycle  along  over  level  road  to  Molmen. 
When  I  arrived  here  I  found  an  inner  tube  of  my 
bicycle  had  perished  ;  but  I  was  not  inconvenienced, 
for  telephoning  to  Christiania  I  had  a  new  tube 
arrive  within  twenty-four  hours.  All  the  hotels 
are  connected  by  telephone.  The  convenience  of 
this  may  be  imagined,  and  it  may  be  contrasted 
with  the  condition  of  things  in  England.  It  will 
be  noticed  that  the  proprietors  of  many  of  these 
hotels — for  example,  Horheim,  Ormheim,  Molmen, 
etc. — have,  like  Scotch  lairds,  the  same  name  as 
the  places  where  they  reside.  They  ai'e  hereditary 
owners  of  property,  and  derive  their  names  fi-oiu 
their  estates. 

A  few  days  may  well  be  spent  at  Molmen,  where 
there  is  a  good  river  running  out  of  the  lake. 
Waders  are  advisable,  but  not  necessary.  When 
fish  are  rising,  some  delightful  sport  may  be  had 
A  lazy  day  may  be  spent  on  the  lake,  which 
abounds  in  gi-ayling  as  well  as  trout.    The  lake 
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Lesjeskogens  Yand,  2000ft.  above  the  sea,  is 
11  kils.  long,  and  is  the  source  of  two  rivers,  the 
liaurua,  going  down  to  the  Molde  fjord,  and  the 
Laagen  (prouoimced  Logen),  rnnning  south-east. 
It  is  best  lished  from  the  southern  end,  making 
Lesje  Jernvierk  (pronounced  Lesliervake)  a  head- 
quarters. At  this  end  little  wooded  islands  are 
scattered  about  in  a  very  picturesque  manner,  and 
it  is  here  that  the  fish  do  mostly  congregate. 
Good  bags  are  often  made,  but  I  was  there  when 
a  glassy  calm  prevailed,  and  after  securing  half-a- 
dozen  trout  I  had  enough  of  it,  and,  getting  on 
my  bicycle,  I  rode  37  kils.  to  Domaas.  Eunning 
along  the  valley  beside  the  river,  I  was  under  the 
impression  that  I  was  cycling  down  hill  all  the 
way,  my  surprise  was  therefore  considerable  when 
at  Domaas  my  aneroid  registered  100ft.  higher. 
The  village  is  perched  high  up  above  the  river, 
and  is  regarded  as  a  sanatorium  by  the  Norwegians, 
with  whom  the  hotel  is  filled.  The  Romsdal  may 
be  regarded  as  a  land  flowing  with  milk,  but  not 
with  honey.  At  every  meal  a  glass  is  placed 
before  each  guest,  and  is  filled  up  again  as  fast  as 
it  is  emptied.  In  these  parts,  too,  they  know  how 
to  make  porridge. 

Next  day  I  pushed  on  rapidly.  A  few  miles 
down  the  road  an  interesting  geological  featrure  is 
to  be  noticed  in  one  of  the  old  sea-levels.  On  the 
left  is  a  flat  ridge,  about  1500ft.  or  more  above 
the  sea,  the  white  sand  being  very  conspicuous  as 
the  hillside  crumbles  away.  This  ridge,  once  the 
bottom  of  the  sea,  can  be  detected  running  at 
intervals  at  the  same  level  on  the  other  side  of 
the  valley.  The  35  kils.  was  an  easy  run  to 
Laurgaard,  where,  after  lunch,  I  tied  my  machine 
on  to  a  carriole,  and  drove  over  a  mountain  track 
into  the  Vaag  Valley  to  Sorum.  Surveyors  were 
at  work  marking  out  a  new  road,  so  that  this  will 
soon  be  made  good  enough  for  bicycles.  At  Sorum 
and  all  the  way  up  this  vallej-  the  British  tourist  is 
rarely  met  with  ;  it  has  not  yet  been  boomed.  All 
the  same,  the  scenery  is  very  grand,  the  road  good, 
and  the  fishing  must  be  first-rate.  I  went  out  in 
a  boat  the  afternoon  I  arrived,  where  the  lake 
becomes  a  river  again,  and  in  the  rapid  water 
soon  got  into  the  trout,  but  a  cold  wind  and  rain 
coming  on  I  went  home  when  I  had  got  half-a- 
dozen.    It  seemed  ideal  water  for  boat  fishing. 

I  was  now  cycling  up  the  Otta  Valley  ;  the  road 
skirts  the  south  shore  of  the  Vaag  Vand  for  some 
miles  till  one  comes  to  Lom  Church,  where  there 
are  several  small  hotels  and  lodging-houses.  My 
guide-book  recomtuended  Andvord  as  a  place  to 
stop  at.  I  found  it  with  some  difficulty,  for  it  was 
a  farmhouse  owned  by  a  man  named  Andvord. 
These  people  gave  me  a,  capital  lunch  and  were 
most  pleasant,  offering  to  take  me  up  to  their  lake 
which  abounded  in  big  fish,  but  as  it  was  twenty- 
one  miles  away,  and  up  hill  at  that,  I  had  to  refuse. 
I  never  made  out  whether  I  was  regarded  as  a 
paying  guest  or  a  visitor,  to  whom,  as  Norwegians 
do,  they  offered  hospitality.  Staying  the  night  at 
Aansted  I  pushed  on,  with  the  road  rising  rapidly 
towards  the  end,  to  Polfos.  I  was  a  little  puzzled 
at  the  distances,  for  where  my  guide-book  stated 
the  distance  as  29  kils.,  I  saw  the  guide-posts 
indicated  a  good  many  more.  The  fact  is,  the 
guide-posts  state  the  mileage  paid  for,  and  not  the 
actual  distance,  the  charge  being  more  going  up 
hill  than  on  the  level. 

Polfos  was  very  disappointing.  The  landlord 
told  me  on  arrival  that  no  fish  had  been  taken  all 
the  season  as  the  weather  had  been  too  cold.  It 
was  the  worst  day's  fishing  I  had ;  I  raised  two, 
and  those  but  small  ones.  The  next  journey,  to 
Grotlid,  I  rode  in  a  stolkjoerre,  carrying  my  cycle 
with  me.  Up  in  these  mountains,  meeting  a  cold 
wind  and  driving  rain  and  sleet,  was  not  pleasant. 
My  driver  dropped  his  reins  and  put  his  gloved 
hands  over  his  ears,  but  as  the  pony  knew  his 
business  and  the  reins  did  not  get  mixed  up  with 
his  hind  legs,  it  did  not  matter.  At  Grotlid  one 
arrives  again  in  the  track  of  the  tourist ;  a  large 
hotel  has  been  built  since  I  was  last  here.  It  is  a 
barren  waste  up  in  the  mountains,  but  a  herd  of 
reindeer,  owned  by  a  Lapp,  finds  a  subsistence  and 
supplies  the  hotel  with  meat.  There  is  a  fine  river 
broadening  intb  a  lake ;  the  fish,  however,  were  not 
on  the  rise,  and  I  only  got  a  few  small  ones  in  a 
lake  near  the  road. 

Next  morning,  with  a  wind  and  rain  behind  me, 
I  cycled  on,  rising  700  feet  to  the  top  of  the  pass 
through  the  wildest  scenery,  imtil  emerging  from 
a  glacier,  through  which  the  road  is  ciit,  one  of  the 
grandest  views  in  Norway  presents  itself.  You 


have  a  view  down  a  narrow  valley  which  falls 
about  3700  feet  in  a  few  miles.  Cycling  down 
the  curves  in  this  rapid  descent  requires  a  steady 
head,  no  nerves,  and  a  tight  grasp  on  the  brakes 
all  the  way.  A  steamer  is  waiting  at  the  foot  of 
the  valley  to  convey  passengers  to  the  end  of  the 
Opstrtnsvand,  and  thence  to  Visnaes,  on  the 
Nordfjord.  I  halted  at  Mindre  Sunde,  a  pretty 
little  hotel  in  a  delightful  spot,  commanding  a 
view  right  down  this  beautiful  lake.  I  got  a  few 
trout  where  the  water  runs  out.  Fishing  from  the 
bridge  I  hooked  a  fish,  throwing  up  stream,  and 
then  had  to  prevent  him  coming  down  under  the 
bridge.  I  had  to  run  to  the  end  to  get  down  to 
land  him,  and  when  I  got  him  into  the  net  I  found 
a  smaller  one  on  the  dropper.  The  first  weighed 
over  a  pound. 

A  new  road  is  now  completed,  along  which  I 
rode,  to  Loen,  where  the  hotel  is,  to  my  mind,  the 
best  in  Norway.  Loen,  the  landlord,  lays  himself 
out  to  satisfy  the  requirements  of  English  people, 
and  has  succeeded.  The  Loen  lake  has  a  great 
reputation.  Two  of  us  got  forty-nine,  and  once,  a 
year  or  two  back,  with  a  friend,  I  got  120  trout  in 
a  day.  The  largest  was  over  31b.,  on  a  big  "  Zulu." 
The  boatmen,  however,  make  the  fishing  expensive, 
charging  kr.3.60  a  day. 

I  wound  up  my  trip  by  steaming  down  the  fjord 
to  Sandene  and  then  cycling  to  Egge,  I  fished  the 
ri^'er  there  and  had  grand  sport ;  the  fish  rose  all 
day,  notwithstanding  the  rain  and  cold.  In  three 
and  a  half  days  I  got  eighty-five  fish,  all  over  8in., 
and  several  well  over  a  pound.  It  was  with  no 
little  reluctance  I  wended  my  way  back  to  Sandene 
to  catch  the  steamer  homeward  bound.  At  San- 
dene, Byg,  of  the  Hotel  Gloppen,  is  a  charming 
landlord — his  only  faults  are  he  is  too  liberal  in  his 
hospitality  and  too  modest  in  his  charges.  Up  in 
the  hills,  not  far  from  the  hotel,  he  hires  a  lake, 
near  which  he  has  built  a  "  saeter,"  or  depen- 
dence to  his  hotel,  for  visitors.  I  spent  two  nights 
there,  and  got  fifteen  trout,  which  averaged  half  a 
pound.  The  steamers  from  Bergen  call  at  Sandene, 
so  that  a  shorter  trip  than  I  enjoyed,  with  fishing 
every  day,  might  be  made,  beginning  with  Sandene 
and  going  on  to  Red,  Egge,  Skei,  Nedre  Vassenden 
and  Sande,  and  taking  the  steamer  again  at  Vad- 
heim  for  the  return  journey.  On  this  route  there 
is  either  lake  and  river  fishing  everywhere,  but  the 
latter  end  of  the  season  is  the  best  time. 

A.  G.  C. 


AN   ANGLEE'S  NATURE 
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{Continued  from  page  152.) 

As  the  sun  is  shining  very  brightly  and  the 
warmth  has  increased  considerably,  we  rest  awhile 
under  our  old  friend  the  big  willow,  watching  the 
antics  of  a  pair  of  reed- warblers  among  the  reeds 
on  the  opposite  bank.  They  seem  to  be  doing 
their  very  best  to  make  us  believe  that  they  are 
quite  ignorant  of  our  presence,  but  do  not  be  so 
easily  deceived.  They  know  all  about  us,  and  are 
very  anxious  that  we  should  resume  our  walk 
down  stream,  for  somewhere  among  the  clusters 
of  rushes  yonder  we  might  find  (if  we  were  disposed 
to  search)  a  beautifully-fashioned  nest  of  rushes, 
moss,  and  hair  bound  in  between  the  stems  of 
three  or  four  sturdy,  carefully  selected  rushes,  to 
which  it  is  fixed  by  loops  of  reed  or  of  roots,  and 
containing  five  or  six  hungry  pinky-yellow  mouths, 
gaping  at  us  as  though  that  was  the  sole  purpose 
for  which  they  were  sent  into  the  world.  But,  as 
we  cannot  cross  the  brook  easily  at  this  point,  we 
leave  the  reed-warblers  in  undisputed  possession  of 
their  nest  and  young.  Their  incessant  chattering 
and  twittering,  with  an  occasional  burst  into  a 
rattling  round  of  chorus,  all  tend  to  make  them 
very  cheerful  and  interesting  little  birds,  and  well 
worthy  of  a  passing  notice. 

Another  sound  now  calls  us  to  our  feet  again. 
High  up  in  the  air  it  seems  to  be — a  sound  some- 
what like  the  whinnying  bleat  of  a  goat  followed 
by  a  rapid  succession  of  loud  cliickings.    A  snipe  I 
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we  mentally  remark  to  ourselves.  Yes  1  that 
peculiar  b' eating  noise  is  made  by  the  snipe  in  its 
nesting  season.  There  he  is,  rising  straight  into 
the  air  over  the  distant  marsh,  with  his  clucTi, 
cluck,  clucA-iick,  And  now,  down  he  comes  head 
first  with  his  wings  shuddering,  and  by  some 
strange  movement  of  his  tail  feathers,  at  present 
not  well  understood,  he  produces  the  peculiar 
sound  we  have  referred  to.  We  shall  find  the  noise 
a  somewliat  monotonous  one  before  the  day  is 
ended,  for  there  are  many  snipe  hereabouts,  and 
one  or  two  are  usually  to  be  seen  in  the  air  at  this 
season. 

Let  us  go  a  little  lower  down  stream,  to  where 
the  meadow  drain  empties  into  the  brook.  As  we 
walk  along  the  bankside  the  fish  dart  off  in  all 
directions,  disturbed  by  our  heavy  tread.  At  the 
corner  yonder,  where  the  stream  almost  doubles 
back  on  itself,  is  a  very  deep  hole  where  we  can 
usually  find  a  pike  lurking.  A  very  cruel-looking 
fellow  is  the  pike — a  veritable  fresh-water  shark  in 
fact — with  his  huge  mouth  armpd  with  three  or 
four  rows  of  sharp  teeth.  He  has  rightly  earned 
his  title  of  fresh -water  shark,  and  when  he  is"  really 
hungry  he  will  "run"  at  almost  anything  that  is 
moving.  Young  ducks  are  especially  favoured  by 
his  attentions,  and  so  are  frogs,  rats,  and  the  young 
of  most  kinds  of  fish.  We  have  had  him  snap  at 
the  float  on  our  pike  line  even  when  we  have  been 
fishing,  and  embed  his  teeth  so  firmly  in  the  soft 
cork  as  to  allow  us  to  draw  him  ,into  the  landing- 
net.  It  is  a  good  thing  for  the  other  fish  in  our 
brook  that  there  are  not  more  of  these  voracious 
cannibals  among  them,  for  they  speedily  deplete 
the  water  of  the  best  of  its  finny  inhabitants. 

A  small  tongue  of  land  juts  out  into  the  stream 
where  its  curve  is  sharpest,  and  here  a  quick  pair 
of  eyes  detects  the  marks  of  the  feet  of  some 
animal  imprinted  in  the  soft  sandy  mud.  What 
can  this  be  ?  It  is  unlikely  that  a  dog  would  have 
been  wandering  here  as  the  ground  is  private,  and 
our  friend,  the  tenant-farmer,  does  not  keep  dogs. 
Besides,  the  "  pads  "  are  too  small  for  such  a  dog 
as  one  would  expect  to  find  by  our  brook,  or  in 
these  water-meadows,  and  they  are  accompanied 
by  certain  straight  marks  whicli  seem  to  indicate 
the  trail  of  an  otter.  The  otter  is  of  such  a 
retiring  nature  that  he  is  seldom  seen  abroad 
unless  we  are  by  the  riverside  at  daybreak.  His 
habits  are  so  reserved,  and  he  is  of  such  a  shy 
disposition  and  is  so  fearsome  of  man  and  his 
other  enemies,  that  it  is  really  difficult  to  get  a 
fair  sight  of  him.  He  often  leaves  evidence  of  his 
presence  behind  him  in  another  form,  in  the  shape 
of  a  fine  trout,  bream  or  chub,  with  a  piece  or  two 
bitten  out  of  the  back  of  the  neck.  Always  the 
largest  and  best  fish  in  the  stream  seem  to  be  his 
selection,  and  there  is  little  wonder  that  the 
owners  of  valuable  trout  fisheries  wage  such  a 
persistent  war  on  our  active  friend.  Most  of  the 
English  counties  have  their  packs  of  otter  hounds, 
and  so  the  poor  animal  is  hunted  and  harried  from 
river  to  lake  and  from  lake  to  pond  and  stream 
until  in  a  few  years,  like  the  badger,  wolf,  and 
bear,  he  will  be  unknown  as  a  wild  animal  in  the 
British  Isles. 

As  we  rise  from  our  crouching  position  on 
the  low  river  bank,  where  we  have  been  in- 
specting the  otter's  footprints,  or  "seal"  as 
they  are  usually  called,  and  surmising  about  or 
even  weaving  a  trifling  romance  concerning  the 
doings  of  the  sleek-coated  animal,  a  large  bird 
suddenly  flaps  into  the  air  from  the  bed  of  a 
meadow  drain  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  stream. 
His  flight  is  very  heavy,  and  he  is  evidently 
much  alarmed  at  our  presence  and  sudden 
appearance.  We  are  so  close  to  him  that  we  can 
see  the  long  graceful  plumes  on  his  head  and  breast, 
and  his  long  legs  hanging  straight  out  behind  him 
and  serving  the  purpose  of  a  tail  or  rudder.  This 
bird  is  the  heron,  a  frequent  visitor  to  such  a  spot 
as  this,  for  a  more  assiduous  and  successful  fisher 
than  this  sober-coloured  inhabitant  of  the  marshes 
never  trod  the  brook  side.  He  will  stand  as  still 
as  a  post  for  hours,  up  to  his  knees  in  the  water, 
his  head  drawn  in  between  his  wing-coverts  but  his 
watchful  eye  ever  on  the  alert  for  any  unfortunate 
dace,  trout,  or  bleak  that  may  happen  to  come 
within  range  of  his  long  neck,  for  in  an  instant 
down  darts  his  sword-like  beak,  and  very  rarely 
does  he  miss  his  prey.  He  plays  sad  havoc  among 
the  young  fish,  and  on  that  account  he  is  seldom 
allowed  to  remain  long  in  the  vicinity  of  a  trout 
stream.  '  Smikk. 

{To  be  continued.) 


I 


March  7,  1908 


THE  FISHING-  GAZETTE 


175 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

T<y  guarantee  insertinn,  copy  must  arrive  not 
^later  them  Wednesday  evening's  post. 

Time  of  Hig'li  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  hig:li  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
foHowing  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 


Add 


(30  min. 

ko  „ 

|45  „ 
60  „ 


for  Chelsea. 
, ,  Putney. 
,,  Hammersmith. 
,,  Barnes. 


55  min.  for  Kew. 
Artfl^^^   >>    II  Richmond. 
"^""^80   „    „  Twickenham. 
85    „    „  Teddington. 

Example.— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge, 
it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  the  tide  veiy  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Morning.  Evening. 


Saturday,  March 

Sunday,  „ 

Monday,  ,, 

Tuesday,  „ 

Wednesday,  „ 

Thursday,  ,, 

Friday,  „ 


5.  1 
5.38 
6.17 
7.  1 
7.58 
9.13 


6.20 
5.57 
6.38 
7.27 
8..32 
10.  0 


10.45    11.25 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — General  Remakes. — The  coarse  fish- 
ing season  closes  next  Saturday,  and  it  is  rather 
doubtful  how  sport  will  pan  out.  The  recent  frosts 
have  cut  down  some  of  the  old  weeds,  and  this  dirty 
stuff  is  very  plentiful  in  the  river.  Personally,  I 
believe  this  is  the  cause  of  the  roach  feeding  so 
badly.  They  have  fed  on  this  rotten  vegetable 
matter,  and  its  bitterness  has  upset  their  appetites. 
I  happened  to  meet  my  colleague,  "Dragnet,"  on 
Wednesday,  and  he  informed  me  that  many  in- 
quiries had  been  received  at  the  Fishing  Qazeite 
office  from  anglers  who  had  wished  to  obtain  advice 
as  to  where  to  fish  during  the  coming  week.  If  the 
spring-like  weather  of  Thursday  lasts,  1  should  say 
all  sections  of  the  river  will  lish  well — Pangboume, 
Hurley,  Shiplake,  Henley,  Goring,  and  Marlow 
would,  however,  have  a  preference  in  my  mind. 
These  reaches  represent  the  best  at  the  present 
moment,  on  account  of  the  depth  of  the  water  and 
steadiness  of  the  stream.  The  lower  reaches  are 
being  drawn  by  the  lock-keepers,  and  the  water  is 
consequently  nearly  imfishable.  Here  and  there 
one  hears  of  a  good  take  of  fish,  but  there  have  been 
many  blanks,  and  most  of  it  is  due  to  the  way  the 
water  is  being  artificaiUy  manipulated. —  F.  H. 
Amphxett. 

Thames  (Henley). — Owing  to  the  rough  and  cold 
weather  during  the  past  week  little  has  been  done 
in  the  way  of  fishing.  A  few  jack  have  been  caught. 
I  know  of  one  of  141b.  8oz.,  coming  from  Hurley, 
To-day  (March  4)  there  is  some  colour  in  the  water, 
but  without  a  lot  more  rain  or  snow  the  water 
should  be  in  fishable  condition  by  the  week  end. — 
Stajstley  Mead. 

Thames  (Teddington  Weir).— Sport  is  better 
than  it  has  been.  I  got  ten  dozen  roach  on  March 
3  and  Mr.  Sanders  got  fifteen  very  good  perch  up 
to  1  lb.  Above  the  lock  dace  are  coming  up  now. 
Fishing  the  Hampshire  Avon  at  Downton  last  week 
with  Mr.  Scott  Miller  I  got  in  two  days  I|cwt.  of 
roach,  eighty-six  fish  weighing  exactly  1001b., 
largest  21b.  loz.,  twenty  going  up  to  l|lb.,  and 
seven  jack.  Tides  will  be  all  right  for  next  week 
and  providing  we  do  not  get  a  lot  of  snow  sport 
should  improve. — W.  McBbide  (Professional  Fisher- 
man). 

•  Thames  (Twickenham).— Following  my  report 
of  last  week,  there  has  been  some  good  catches  of 
very  fine  dace  ;  several  punts  were  out  on  March  1, 
and  did  well  amongst  this  species  of  fish,  the  best 
bags  being  Charlie  Lea  and  B.  Brown,  who  got 
about  five  dozen  each  ;  other  punts  have  done  well 
since.  There  has  not  been  much  amongst  the  roach 
and  bream,  but  I  hope  to  see  some  of  these  come 
ashore  before  the  season  closes.  The  tides  are  good 
and  waters  in  excellent  condition,  tide  next  Sunday 
is  right  (this  is  the  last  Sunday  this  season),  and  will 
allow  for  all  day  fishing  ;  high  watsr  at  Twickenham 
about  7  a.m.  If  report  is  true,  we  shall  have  nearly 
all  punts  out  on  that  day. — Tom  Auger. 

Thames  (Wraysbury).— Notwithstanding  the 
wintry  weather  have  managed  to  get  a  few  fish  of 
various  sorts,  but  nothing  of  any  great  size.  The 
best  sport  has  been  with  chub  and  perch,  which 
have  both  fed  fairly  well  at  times,  but  the  frequent 
snowstorms  and  cold  winds  make  fishing  far  from 
pleasant,  and  the  outlook  is  very  unpromising  at 
time  of  writing. — P.  Brown. 

Abingdon  and  District. — The  weather  has  been 
somewhat  against  large  catches,  owing  to  snow,  but 
Messrs.  Hitschman  captured  a  pike  16flb.,  Carter  a 
pike  ll|lb.,  Bennett  a  pike  8|lb.  Good  stream 
running,  but  clear. — F.  Gibson. 

Bottisham  I.ocks  (Waterbeach).— In  conse- 
quence of  the  University  Lent  boat  races  on  the 
Cam  and  the  inclement  weather  up  to  this  day, 
Wednesday  (March  4),  not  many  anglers  have  been 
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seen  out  after  the  pike  dtiring  the  past  week,  and 
onlv  a  few  fish  have  been  grasssd.  The  water  con- 
ditions are  good,  and  with  the  numerous  pike  seen 
moving,  more  settled  weather  with  simny  middays 
is  only  required  to  entice  the  majority  of  anglers 
out  by  the  riverside.  Should  this  occur  prospects 
are  good,  for  to-day  (Wednesday)  it  is  much  milder. 
Live  baits  on  the  spot. — John  O.  George,  Beche 
Road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  fishing 
season  opened  with  fine  weather  on  Monday  morn- 
ing, and  the  conditions  were  pretty  favourable, 
although  the  water  was  fairly  big,  and  it  was  very 
clear.  Quite  a  large  number  of  rods  were  out,  and 
I  am  informed  on  good  authority  that  about  fifty 
were  counted  between  Staverton  andBuckfastleigh. 
At  the  Weir  Fishery  they  had  a  very  heavy  catch 
the  first  time  they  threw  the  net,  getting  no  less 
than  forty-seven  splendid  fish,  all  in  capital  con- 
dition, the  largest  of  which  scaled  over  271b.,  and 
they  averaged  15^1b.  apiece.  In  their  second 
attempt  seven  were  caught.  Rod  fishermen  were 
responsible  for  a  few  fish.  Mr.  Rogers,  of  Buck- 
fastleigh,  secured  a  very  nice  fish,  and  Mr.  Wright 
had  one  which  scaled  17 Jib.,  whilst  Mr.  Gadsden,  of 
Paignton,  landed  a  salmon  of  16|lb.  weight  in  the 
pink  of  condition.  The  number  of  salmon  caught 
so  far  goes  to  show  that  there  are  plenty  of 
fish  in  the  stream,  and,  judging  from  reports,  a 
good  number  should  be  taken  in  the  upper 
waters,  a  large  quantity  having  gone  up  over 
Totnes  Weir.  Several  nice  baskets  of  trout  have 
been  taken  with  the  Edmonds  Palmer,  Half  Stone, 
and  Blue  Upright,  but  although  the  fish  have  been 
a  fair  size,  their  condition  is  not  so  good  eis  usual. 
Mr.  J.  Edmonds  had  two  and  a  half  dozen,  Mr.  E. 
Distin  two  dozen.  It  has  been  suggested  that, 
with  the  consent  of  the  riparian  owners,  granite 
posts  be  placed  on  each  side  of  the  river  at  Totnes 
Weir  to  mark  the  point  outside  which — 100  yard^ 
from  the  sill  of  the  Weir — net  fishing  can  take 
place. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Avon  and  Erme  Fishing 
Association  have  decided  to  try  and  improve  the 
weir  by  Loddiswell  Old  Mills  by  placing  a  Nor- 
wegian fish  pass  there.  Mr.  H.  L.  Jenkins  has  been 
reappointed  the  association's  representative  on  the 
Devon  Sea  Fisheries  Committee,  and  was  cor- 
dially thanked  for  his  past  services.  Salmon 
fishing  has  opened  on  the  Exe,  and  several  fine 
salmon  have  been  captured  with  the  rod  and  line. 
Sir.  Bastard,  of  Teignmouth,  landed  a  fine  specimen 
of  1741b.  weight,  and  he  also  creeled  one  of  between 
81b.  and  91b.  The  financial  statement  of  the  Tamar 
and  Plymouth  Fishery  Board  shows  that  the  season 
commences  with  a  balance  in  hand  of  £176  Os.  lOd., 
and  added  to  the  total  receipts  made  £624  lis.  4d. 
After  meeting  all  expenses  a  balance  remains  in 
hand  of  £198  6s.  4d.,  which  is  an  increase  of  £22  5s.  6d. 
on  that  of  previous  year.  This  is  a  very  satis- 
factory statement,  and  shows  that  the  finances 
of  the  Board  ar.e  being  worked  with  due  respect 
to  economy. — Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — In  spite  of  frequent  blizzards 
of  snow,  a  good  number  of  salmon  are  being  landed 
with  the  rod,  and  as  the  river  is  now  a  good  deal 
lower,  the  men  on  the  upper  streams  are  having  a 
"look  in."  In  the  Corby  water  Mr.  Illine worth  and 
Mr.  H.Lawson  have  each  had  three  fish,  Mr.Atkinson 
Mr.  Johnston,  Mr.  Raffitt  and  Mr.  Howson  one  each. 
At  Warwick  Hall,  Mr.  C.  Liddell,  four.  Bell,  the 
keeper,  three,  71b.,  191b.  and  201b.,  and  Hethering- 
ton,  one.  In  the  Armathwaite  water,  Mr.  Turner 
has  kiUed  six.  At  Lyke,  Foot,  Mr.  Mason  Scott, 
four.  At  Park  Broom,  Mr.  W.  Parkinson,  four. 
On  the  Doctor's  Flat,   Dr.   Murray,    one,  lolb. 


Mrs.  Murray,  three,  121b.,  161b.,  201b.  Mr.  L. 
Robinson,  one,  and  EUwood  the  keeper,  one,  171b. 
On  the  29th  ult.,  Mr.  Cookson  landed  three  fish, 
IVIr.  C.  Liddell  two,  and  Mr.  Armstrong  one, 
in  the  Warwick  Hall  water.  Mr.  Manuel  had 
two  on  March  2,  in  the  Corby  water.  The  same 
day  Mr.  Mason  Scott  had  six  fish,  running  from 
161b.  to  211b.,  and  Mr.  Fletcher  three  below  Lyke 
Foot.  Mr.  H.  Laurance  landed  two  on  the  Doctor's 
Flat.  There  will  be  no  trout  fishing  till  the  snow 
is  cleared  oflthe  hills. — Silver  Grey 

Elan  Reservoirs. — No  tickets  have  yet  been 
issued,  but  inquiries  for  Easter  continue  to  be 
received,  and  accommodation  is  being  booked  daily. 
Several  farmhouses  adjoining  and  in  close  proximity 
to  the  reservoirs  provide  good  accommodation,  and 
the  Birmingham  Corporation  has  built  several 
cottages,  where  visitors  could  doubtless  stay.  A 
week's  ticket  on  the  reservoir  waters  may  be 
obtained  for  lOs.  6d.,  and  good  sport  is  practically 
assured.  A  local  fishing-tackle  dealer  has  just 
received  a  £25  consignment  of  the  local  pattern  fly, 
which  created  such  a  sensation  last  season. — 
W.  B.  H. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).  —  The  salmon  rod 
fishing,  which  commenced  on  March  2,  has  been 
successful,  and  I  hear  that  on  the  private  water 
near  Cowley  eighteen  fish  were  caught,  one  angler 
securing  six  good  fish.  The  coarse  fishing,  both  in 
the  rivers  and  canal,  has  been  indifferent,  the  cold 
winds  not  conducing  to  good  sport.  A  meeting  of 
the  Conservators  of  the  Avon  and  Erme  Fishery 
District  was  held  last  week,  when  it  was  decided 
to  try  to  improve  the  weir  by  Loddiswell  Old 
Mills  by  placing  a  Norwegian  fish  pass  there. 
Certain  proposed  alterations  as  to  the  size  of  the 
mesh  of  nets  and  as  to  an  alteration  in  time 
of  the  close  season  were  formally  considered.  Mr. 
J.  L.  Jenkins  was  reappointed  a  member  of  the 
Devon  Sea  Fisheries  Committee  and  thanked  for 
his  past  services.  The  chairman  was  thanked  for 
his  services  during  the  past  year.  Sea-fishing  has 
somewhat  improved,  some  pollack,  mullet  and  a 
large  number  of  smelt  being  caught. — Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Rough,tmsuitable  angling 
weather  has  again  been  experienced  in  the  Lea 
valley,  and  there  is  once  more  a  dearth  of  news  as 
to  fish-catching  this  week.  Last  week  little  was 
done,  but  mention  may  be  made  of  the  capture,  by 
Mr.  Spillett,  in  the  Waltham  town  lock  waters,  of 
three  pike  (best  over  81b.)  and  a  41b.  basket  of 
perch.  Unless  the  weather  (March  4)  speedily 
improves  1  anticipate  little  sport  at  the  week-end. 
— IzAAK  Walton. 

Iiugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  in  good  order,  but  the  inclement 
weather  has  stopped  fishing.  The  trout  season 
opened  on  Monday  and  but  little  sport  is  anticipated 
until  the  snow  water  has  run  off.  The  Pinsley  is  in 
fair  order. — Gwynne. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — Frequent  storms  of 
rain,  hail,  and  snow  during  the  present  week  have 
put  the  water  out  of  condition  for  successful 
angling  ;  but  at  the  forefront  of  the  week  the  pike 
and  roach  were  weU  on  the  feed,  and  some  capital 
sport  was  enjoyed.  Fishing  at  Alwalton  Lynch  Mr. 
Ward,  Peterborough,  secured  a  splendid  pike  of 
14|lb.,  and  many  others  from  91b.  to  41b.  have  been 
captured  in  the  early  part  of  the  week.  Some 
capital  sport  has  been  had  with  roach,  Mr.  A. 
Davis,  Peterborough,  having  a  catch  of  nine  very 
nice  ones,  two  weighing  Hlb.  each,  and  the  total 
weight  of  the  nine  being  lOlb.  In  the  Oundle 
district  the  sport  has  been  excellent,  and  many 
good  fish  have  been  secured. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — Fly  fishing  has 
been  rather  duU  for  the  past  week.  The  late  snow- 
storms have  filled  the  river  with  snow-broth  and 
hindered  the  hatch  of  fly.  On  March  2,  however, 
the  water  was  just  fishable,  and  a  strong  rise  of 
Duns  took  place  at  one  p.m.  and  trout  moved 
briskly.  One  rod  took  nine  fish  which  weighed  5:1b., 
all  being  in  fair  condition.  There  are  some  sea- 
trout  kelts  in  the  public  water  here,  which  the 
netters  are  dragging  out.  It  is  marvellous  that 
there  should  be  any  sale  for  such  filthy  thing-!,  but 
it  is  a  fact  nevertheless  that  purcheisers  are  found 
for  them. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry). — The  river  is  in  splendid 
condition  for  all  round  angling  now.  We  have  been 
having  very  good  sport,  principally  among  the  pike 
and  perch,  but  anglers  wanting  good  roach  can  now 
depend  on  getting  them  here  with  lob  worms.  As 
the  season  is  getting  near  to  a  close  specimen 
himters  should  not  miss  this  chance.  Best  pike  last 
week-end,  llilb.  We  have  had  terribly  rough 
weather,  but  to-day  (Wednesday)  it  has  much 
improved. — A.  Scard. 

Plymouth. — The  rivers  were  pretty  fairly  patron- 
ised on  March  1  and  2,  but  it  was  too  cold  and 
windy  for  much  to  be  done.  There  are  always  some 
that  must  go  out  on  the  first  day  of  the  season 
whatever  the  weather  is.     Some  few  fish  were 
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brouglit  home,  but  they  were  not  in  very  good 
condition.  There  is  plenty  of  water  in  the  rivers, 
and  if  we  get  some  fine  weather  there  will  be  plenty 
of  sport.  A  friend,  fishing  on  the  Tavy  below 
Tavistock,  had  a  nice  basket  of  twenty,  and  another 
seventeen.  The  air  was  very  cold.  —  William 
Heabder. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — ^Winter 
is  again  upon  us  with  its  snow  and  sleet.  Rivers 
are  full  of  snow  broth  and  fish  qmte  off  feed.  Sport 
has  been  a  failure.  Several  anglers  have  visited  the 
canal  at  Chichester,  but  met  with  indifferent  success. 
The  barges  now  coming  up  the  canal  wiU  clear 
weeds  and  improve  the  fishing.  —  Geoege  F. 
Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — On  Monday,  March  2  (the 
opening  day)  sport  was  poor,  although  one  angler 
had  a  few  fish  up  to  half-a-pound  taken  with  hare's 
flax,  but  warmer  weather  is  needed  for  good 
sport.  Tickets  for  the  Taw,  which  for  years  were 
issued  in  limited  numbers  by  the  Hon.  Mark  Rolle, 
may  now  be  had  by  payment,  and  will  be  issued  in 
limited  numbers.  I  foretell  a  moist  summer,  the 
wet  lasting  through  February  and  into  March. — 
Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Iiudlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  has 
been  running  in  fair  order  for  fishing  for  some 
weeks,  and  a  good  few  anglers  have  been  out. 
The  trout  season  opened  on  March  2,  but  a  heavy 
fall  of  snow  quite  stopped  sport  for  a  few  days, 
until  the  snow  water  runs  off.  The  Ony,  Corve, 
Clirn,  and  Ledwyche  are  affected  by  the  snow. — 

S.  LXJDLOW. 

Usk  (Usk). — Although  trout  anglers  have  been 
obtaining  a  little  sport,  the  weather  has  been  very 
rough  and  cold,  and  the  water  must  be  pretty  full 
of  snow,  as  there  was  a  coating  of  two  or  three 
inches  on  the  ground  early  on  Tuesday  morning, 
and  the  Abergavenny  mountains  have  been  white- 
capped  for  about  a  week.  Very  little  salmon 
nngling  has  been  indulged  in  up  to  date.  The 
following  trout  catches  are  reported : — Feb.  26, 
Mr.  Geo.  Lavin,  one  and  a  half  brace ;  Mr.  L.  R. 
Lucas,  two  brace;  Mr.  S.  A.  Hiley,  three  brace. 
Feb.  27, — Mr.  Cozens,  one  and  a  half  brace ;  Mr. 
Lavin,  one  and  a  half  brace ;  Mr.  Fred  Watkins,  two 
brace ;  Mi-.  C.  Sales,  one  brace  (one  fib) ;  Mr.  L.  R. 
Lucas,  three  and  a  half  brace  ;  IVIr.  R.  Rickards,  two 
and  a  half  brace.  Feb.  28 — Commander  Sparks,  one 
and  a  half  brace  (one  1  lb).  Feb.  29 — Mr.  Arthur 
J  ones,  one  and  a  half  brace ;  Commander  Sparks,  one 
brace.  March  2 — Mr.  R.  Rickards,  one  and  a  half 
brace ;  Mr.  S.  A.  Hiley,  one  and  a  half  brace. 
March  3 — Mr.  F.  Cozens,  one  and  a  half  brace  (one 
lib).— T.  R. 

Wye  (Upper). — A  local  angler,  Mr.  J.  Webb, 
took  81b.  of  ni^e  trout  in  the  upper  Wye.  Another 
local  angler  also  had  a  fair  catch,  one  scaling  1  ^Ih. 
and  another  fib.  All  were  in  excellent  condition. 
Little  salmon  angling  has  been  done.  Mr.  Morgan 
on  the  Rough  wood  waters  landed  one,  181b.,  and  Mr. 
C.  Venables  Llewelyn  landed  out  of  the  Leysdinam 
water,  four,  the  largest  scaling  281b.  Mr.  Devon- 
port  landed  a  very  fine  trout  at  Boiighwood.  It 
turned  the  scale  at  3flb.  and  was  quite  fat.  At 
present  angling  is  out  of  the  question.  Heavy  snow 
has  fallen,  and  appearances  indicate  a  further  fall. — 
W.  B.  H. 

Yore,  Swale!",  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse 
etc.(Torks). — Since  last  report  we  have  had  a  return 
of  winter  which  has  all  but  put  a  stop  to  angling  in 
the  main  rivers  of  Yorkshire  during  the  last  few  days. 
In  the  upper  waters  of  the  Yore,  in  the  district  of 
Wensley  and  Masham,  two  or  three,  however,  have 
braved  the  snowstorms,  but  they  have  only  met  with 
moderate  success.  Very  few  anglers  have  been  seen  in 
the  lower  reaches  at  Ripon  and  Boroughbridge,  and 
those  that  have  only  meeting  with  poor  results.  A 
few  pike  fishers  were  out,  but  takes  have  been  small. 
The  Wharfe  was  in  fair  angling  trim,  and  the 
anglers  who  paid  a  visit  last  week-end  had  small 
takeS  of  fish.  In  the  lower  reaches  one  or  two 
dishes  of  dace  and  chub  have  been  caught  in  the 
district  of  Tadcaster  and  UUeskelf.  Anglers  who 
visited  the  Nidd  in  the  lower  waters  at  Walshford 
Bridge,  Cawthorpe  and  Hunsin gore  have  had  a  little 
sport  amongst  the  roach,  dace,  and  chub.  Very 
few  anglers  have  been  seen  out  on  the  Derwent, 
consequently  reports  are  very  meagre.  The  Thirsk 
Angling  Club  published  their  balance  sheet  recently, 
which  shows  the  club  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  con- 
dition, showing  a  balance  to  the  good  of  £15  5s.  6d. 
Mr.  Frank  Newbold  was  appointed  water-bailiff  at 
the  recent  annual  meeting.  The  President,  Major 
Bell,  was  re-elected,  and  Mr.  J.  R.  Stockdale,  hon. 
secretary  and  treasurer  ;  it  was  decided  to  purchase  a 
number  of  yearling  trout  and  to  make  every 
endeavour  to  improve  the  fishing  in  the  Codbeck. 
All  the  hills  of  Yoredale,  Wharfedale,  Nidderdale, 
and  Swaledale  are  covered  with  snow,  and  as  the 
moors  are  snowbound,  a  lot  of  snow-water  will 
shortly  find  its  way  into  the  rivers,  therefore, 
prospects  are  only  very  moderate. — John  E. Miller.  I 


SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Beauly  and  Conon. — Owing  to  the  very  severe 
snowstorm  successi'ul  angling  was  out  of  the  ques- 
tion, and,  save  for  a  few  hours'  fishing  on  the  Beau- 
fort Castle  and  tidal  waters,  anglers  did  not  venture 
out.  No  fresh-run  salmon  has  yet  been  landed, 
and  the  catch  from  these  two  beats  was  confined  to 
seven  sea- trout,  scaling  9  Jib.,  heaviest  2|lb. 
Conon  : — The  weather  was  exceptionally  stormy  in 
the  Conon  district,  more  particularly  during  the  last 
three  days  of  the  week.  Notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  a  severe  snowstorm  was  raging,  good  sport  was 
had.  From  the  lower  boats,  ten  salmon,  aggregat- 
ing 711b.,  and  nine  sea- trout,  averaging  lib.,  were 
landed  during  the  week.  Below  the  stone  bridge 
local  anglers  had  some  nice  baskets  of  sea-trout. — 
A.  R. 

Border  Bsk  and  Iiiddle. — Over  a  week  must 
elapse  ere  the  upper  waters  of  the  Esk  and  Liddle 
are  open  for  angling.  Wet  and  storm\'  weather  has 
been  the  rule  since  last  report,  and  only  a  couple 
of  salmon  have  been  caught  in  the  Netherby  re- 
served double  water,  while  only  one  fish  has  been 
got  in  the  mid  reaches  below  the  glebelands  in  the 
Esk.  A  good  deal  of  snow  is  still  lying  on  the 
Dumfriesshire  hills,  but  gradually  disappearing  in 
front  of  the  continuous  rains ;  indeed,  there  has  not 
been  such  a  fall  of  snow  at  the  end  of  February  for 
over  a  dozen  years.  Very  little  has  been  done  in 
the  Solway  Firth  beyond  one  or  two  salmon  caught 
on  the  English  side  of  the  channel,  and  it  is  antici- 
pated that  not  many  fish  will  be  got  till  the  snow 
disappears.  Few  of  the  stake  nets  have  been 
erected  on  the  Scottish  side.  The  waters  in  the 
rivers  are  completely  out  of  order. — Gilnockie. 

Brora  and  Helmsdale. — The  weather  has  been 
too  stormy  and  the  rivers  too  high  for  successful 
angling.  On  the  Brora,  Major  Burnell  Milnes  had 
two  fish  on  the  upper  water  on  Feb.  22,  and  three 
on  Feb.  25.  On  the  lower  water  he  had  three  fish 
on  Feb.  27,  average  weight  71b.,  and  one  fish  on 
Feb.  29,  weight  181b.  Mr.  McCorquodale  had  only 
two  fish  for  the  week.  Since  the  opening  date 
Major  Burnell  Milnes  has  had  twenty-one  fish,  and 
Mr.  McCorquodale  eleven  fish,  which  is  not  a  bad 
record  considering  the  state  of  the  water  and 
weather.  On  the  Halladalb,  Mr.  T.  F.  Morrison 
Melvill  had  one  fish  on  Feb.  18,  91b.,  and  Mi-. 
McNicol,  Landside,  one  of  Sib.  Nothing  was  done 
on  the  Helmsdale  for  the  week  as  the  weather  was 
too  stormy. — Ultima  Thulb. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.). — An 
unusually  severe  snowstorm  has  occurred  in  this 
quarter  causing  damage  to  houses,  woods,  and 
plantations,  besides  blocking  a  number  of  roads. 
Under  such  circumstances  angling  operations  had 
to  be  suspended.  On  Feb.  23  Lord  Garioch,  Belle- 
ville House,  Ardgay,  landed  a  salmon  of  6|lb.  in 
the  Gledfield  water,  and  on  Feb.  24  Mr.  J.  Cameron, 
Fearn,  on  Mr.  Brook's  rod,  had  a  clean  run  salmon 
weighing  161b.  on  Brailangweli  water.  The  storm 
has  now  subsided,  and  to-day  (Wednesday)  the 
weather  is  ideal. —  B. 

Invershiu  (Sutherland,  N.B.).— Terrific  storms 
doing  considerable  damage  have  raged  over  this 
part  of  the  country  for  the  past  three  weeks,  and 
consequently  sport  has  not  been  so  good  as  it  might 
otherwise  have  been.  From  the  opening  of  the 
season  on  Feb.  11  to  March  4,  the  fish  caught  were 
as  follows: — On  Feb.  11  (opening  day)  Lieut.  Orr 
Ewing  one  salmon,  9lb.  Mr.  Corbott,  one,  91b.  On 
Feb.  17  Sir  Archibald  Orr  Ewing,  one,  161b.  On 
Feb.  18  Mr.  Corbett,  one,  61b.  On  19th  Sir  Archibald 
Orr  Ewing,  one,  101b.  Since  then  imtil  March  4  no 
angling  has  been  attempted. — B. 

Loch  Ness  (Douglas  Hotel).— On  Feb.  24  Mr. 
Briggs,  Dundee,  one  salmon,  7|lb.  Feb.  29  one, 
181b.  Feb.  24  Mr.  J.  W.  Ashby,  London,  one,  ISJ. 
Feb.  26  Colonel  Reid,  London,  one,  \^\b.  Feb.  27 
one,  171b.  On  Feb.  26  Mr.  Hepner,  London,  one, 
211b.  Feb.  27.,  one,  2  lib.,  and  Feb.  29,  one,  211b.— 
R.  M.  Cameron. 

Loch  Tay  (Kenmore  Hotel). — Owing  to  the 
stormy  weather  experienced  at  this  end  of  the  loch 
last  week  fishing  was  impossible.  The  wind  has 
now  abated  and  is  easterly,  which  is  favourable  for 
sport. — T.  Curbie. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— On  Feb.  25,  Mr. 
Clegg,  Oldham,  one  salmon,  271b.  ;  Mr.  Cameron, 
Dollan,  two,  171b.  and  18lb.  On  Feb.  26,  Mr.  Cars- 
well,  Yoker,  one,  221b. ;  Mr.  Jas.  Lord,  Rochdale, 
one,  171b.  On  Feb.  27,  Mr.  R.  Davidson,  Dalmuir, 
two,  151b.  and  201b. ;  Mr.  Clegg,  Oldham,  one,  21  lb. 
On  Feb.  28,  Mr.  J.  C.  Pipe,  Ipsivich,  one,  141b.;  Lieut. 
Hepburn,  Seaforth  Highlanders,  one,  21  lb.  On 
Feb.  29,  Mr.  D.  Moseley,  Manchester,  one,  121b. 
On  March  2,  Mr.  J.  C.  Pipe,  two,  21  lb.  and  141b.  ; 
Mr.  Moseley,  one,  161b.  ;  Mrs.  G.  Norris-Midwood, 
Manchester,  one,  151b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Russell- Allan, 
Edinburgh,  one,  231b.  ;  Mr.  Clegg,  one,  191b.— H.  J. 
Knight. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — Sport  has  not  im- 
proved with  the  weather  and  last  week's  total  is 


the  poorest  since  the  opening.  On  the  Balmoral, 
Ballater  and  Braemar  reaches  very  few  fish  have 
been  caught.  A  regular  blizzard  overtook  rods- 
men  on  March  2  and  the  roads  are  actually 
blocked  with  snow.  On  Dinnet  section,  Mr. 
Tyringham  and  Capt.  Best  had  one  'of  71b. 
each  on  Feb.  29,  but  have  only  six  fish  for 
February  between  them.  On  Aboyne  waters  on 
Feb.  29,  Major  Bethune  had  one  of  71b.  and  Mr. 
Wilson  one  of  141b.,  while  Mr.  Parker  Rhodes  on 
March  3  had  one  of  61b.,  Miss  Rhodes  one  of  141b., 
and  Mr.  Bush  two  of  131b.  and  14|lb.,  Mr.  Dyson  a 
small  fish  [of  4 Jib.,  and  Mr.  Clive  a  fine  clean  run 
20-pounder.  On  Lower  Dess  eight  fish  were  creeled 
last  week;  Mr.  Deverill  had  tliree  on  Kincardine 
Water,  Mr.  Cox  three  on  Borrowstone,  and  Messrs. 
Hare  and  King  three  on  Ballogie,  all  ranging  from 
61b.  to  101b.  On  Woodend  Captain  Quintin  Dick 
had  two  on  Friday,  71b.  and  81b.,  and  two  on 
Saturday,  131b.  and  161b.,  while  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lamg  had  three  on  Inchmarlo,  and  Mr.  J.  T.  Haig 
three  on  Blackball  Castle  water,  all  of  average 
weights.  On  the  Darris  section  Mr.  Meakin  had  two, 
and  Mr.  Nicol  two  on  the  lower  water,  while  Mr. 
Riviere  had  two  on  Park  Water,  and  Mr.  George 
Davidson  and  Shepherd,  keeper,  two  on  the  King- 
causee  section.  Most  of  these  were  got  towards  the 
end  of  last  week.  Almost  nothing  has  been  done 
since.  Trout  angling  opened  on  the  Don,  Deveron, 
Ythan,  Ugie,  on  Saturday  last,  when  a  few  anglers 
were  out  and  some  fish  were  got,  chiefly  to  the 
worm.  On  the  EUom  Castle  water  Mr.  J.  B.  Clyne, 
Aberdeen,  had  a  good  basket  of  finnock,  but  <7he 
storm  has  put  an  end  to  any  attempts  to  get  on  the 
rivers,  and  till  the  weather  sets  in  fregh  anglers  need 
not  come  north. — -G.M. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — The  weather,  which  had 
been  a  mixture  of  wind,  hurricane  with  snow,  and 
snow  drift,  culminated  in  the  severest  snowstorm 
of  the  season  towards  the  close  of  last  week.  As 
might  be  expected,  angling  was  almost  out  of  the 
question,  the  river  in  addition  being  in  unsteady 
volume.  On  the  Carron  House  water,  Mr.  James 
Grant  had  a  salmon  of  7Jlb.,  and  on  the  Wester 
Elchies  water,  Mr.  Elliott  had  three,  of  7Jlb.,  7Jlb., 
and  18 Jib.  ;  while  from  the  Aikenway  portion 
of  the  Arndilly  water,  one  of  7 Jibs,  was  killed. 
From  the  Orton  House  water,  Mr.  Wharton  Duff 
had  a  salmon,  and  from  the  Delfur  (Lord  Methuen's) 
three  salmon  were  got.  Mr.  MacCorquodale, 
Dalchroy,  and  Captain  Wood  have  been  fishing  the 
Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon's  water  at 
Fochabers,  and  in  their  own  water  at  Tulchan  and 
Castle  Grant,  but  have  not  met  with  success  ;  close 
time  having  terminated  on  Feb.  28  ;  the  trout  fish- 
ing season  opened  on  Feb,  29,  leap  year  having 
given  anglers  an  extra  day  in  which  to  gratify  their 
love  for  the  sport.  Prospects  for  the  opening  days 
are  good. — J.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  first  week  of  the 
angling  season  in  the  Solway  rivers  has  been  a 
moderately  successful  one,  despite  the  extraordinary 
snowstorms  that  have  prevailed.  The  rivers  are  in 
fair  order  and  but  slightly  coloured.  Several  spring 
fish  have  been  landed  in  the  lower  waters  of  this 
river,  Mr.  Jas.  Dixon  kilUng  a  spring  salmon  of 
7Jlb.  out  of  the  lower  end  of  the  Galabank  Pool. 
On  Feb.  26  and  Feb.  29  he  landed  one  of  161b.  out 
of  the  Brewery  Pool.  In  the  same  pool  on  the  same 
day  Mr.  D.  C.  Loudon  had  a  salmon  of  261b.  or 
271b.  Both  fish  were  taken  by  spinning.  In  the 
same  pool,  on  March  2,  Mr.  J ames  Loudon  landed  a 
spring  fish  of  8|lb.  Some  nice  spring  fish  have  been 
seen  rising  in  the  pools  of  the  diflerent  waters.  I 
find  the  rivers  have  become  foul  with  the  melting 
of  the  snow  this  (Tuesday)  afternoon,  and  it  is 
probable  the  pools  will  not  fish  well  imtil  all  the 
snow  has  gone.  The  Dumfries  Nith. — Much  snow 
is  on  the  hills  of  upper  Nithsdale,  and  it  will  take 
some  time  to  drain  off.  A  number  of  anglers  have 
been  out,  but  nothing  appears  to  have  been  caught. 
There  was  a  rise  in  the  water  on  the  evening  of 
March  3,  due  to  the  melting  of  the  snow  on  the  hills. 
Not  so  many  diseased  tish  have  been  seen  this  week. 
The  Solway — The  fishermen  have  had  a  few 
salmon  during  the  week  at  the  fisheries  on  both 
hides  of  the  Channel. — Heatherbell. 

Tay. — Tay  anglers  have  had  to  contend  with 
wild,  blustering  weather  throughout  the  whole  of 
the  past  week,  with  showers  of  sleet  at  intervals, 
and  while  the  water  continues  in  fair  order,  the 
sport  has  been  poor  fishing.  At  Murthly  Castle 
water  Mr.  Graem  Whitelaw  killed  two  fish,  19lb: 
and  81b. ;  Mr.  Eaddie,  one,  15lb,  and  the  boatman 
one,  171b.,  and  Sydney  Pearson  two,  201b.  each,  on 
Stanley  water,  while  Major  Stringer  took  one,  181b., 
on  Benchill  and  another,  161b.  on  Barmouth.  On  • 
the  upper  reaches  Mr.  H.  W.  Johnston  caught  two, 
21  lb.  and  161b.,  on  Edradynate. — A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
Since  my  last  notes  a  couple  of  small  floods  in  both 
the  main  rivers — Tweed  and  Teviot — were  the 
means  of  enhancing  the  success  of  the  salmon 
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Extract  from  Yorkshire  Evening  News  last  August  : — 
The  '  I]linL,'\vorth '  Reel,  manufactured  by  the  Light  Casting  Reel  Company,  of 
Bradford,  lw^  cilected  a  revolution  in  light  casting  reels.    After  a  more  extended  use. 

the  hijih  opinions  formed  of  it  are  more  than  confirmed  We  have  done  little  else 

than  si)in  for  the  past  three  weeks  or  so,  and  the  results  have  been  16,  •10,  *7,  24,  "'J,  •? 
5,  20,  11  tor  consecutive  outings  — total  116— averaging  U  or  12  oz.  each.     The  starred  num- 

>ers  represent  a  couple  of  hours'  fishing  in  the  evenings  The  greater  proportion  were 

aken  in  less  than  IS  inches  ol  water— quite  a  number  in  less  than  a  foot— 30  to  40  yards  away, 
in  Ions,  shallow  stretches  which  neither  fly  man  nor  bottom  fisherman  could  get  anywhere 
without  giving  them  a  bad  scare." 


3rochure  and  Price  List 


conccrnini 


:  the 


'  Illingworth  "  Reel  on  application  to — 

THE  LIGHT  CASTING  REEL  CO.,  BRADFORD. 


y 


£1/1 


FISHING,     FISHING,  FISHING, 

Gregson's  Complete  Outfits 
are  what  you  want. 

Our  Guinea  Fishing'  Outfit  is  a  marvel  for  the 
money,  including  a  10-ft.  Greenheart  Rod,  3  lengths,  with 
snake  rings  and  best  reel  fittings,  well  balanced  and  finished. 
One  superior  Reel  with  check  action ;  one  best  Silk 
Waterproof  Fishing  Line  ;  \  doz.  3-yd.  Gut  Casts ;  1  doz 
assorted  Flies  on  gut ;  one  Fishing  Bag,  and  a  good  Fly 
Book.      All  superior  quality,  and  sent  post  free  to  your 

door  for  the  sum  of  One  Guinea,. 

Also  Our  Bottom  Fisllingr  Outfit,  including  all 

you  want  for  the  .season,  post  free,  Ten  Shilling's. 

Our  Boy's  Fishing  Outfit  is  a  splendid  ofier  and 

a  most  suitable  present,  FIVO  Shillings,  complete. 


10/- 
5/- 

GREGSON  &  CO.,  59,  Penny  Street,  Blackburn. 


KENNET      VALLEY  FISHERIES. 

Price  List  of  Trout  and  Grayling  Fish  Food,  &c. 
A.  ROODS  TO  LUT. 

Apply   Manager,    Kennet  Valley    Fisheries,  Hungerford. 

Telerjraiihic  Address:      riSHlIKIES,  HUN(;ERFORD." 


Keating^ 


LOZENGES 


CURE  THE  WORST  COUGH 


HOTEL 
VICTORIA 

Northumberland  Avenue, 
Trafalgar  Square, 

LONDON. 


First-class.  Renowned  for  comfort. 
Luxurious  suites  of  rooms,  with  private 
batlis.    Inclusive  terms  from  14/6  per  day. 

Telegrams  :  "  Victoriola,  London. " 
GORDON  HOTELS  LTD. 


London  &  North  Western  and  Caledonian  Railways. 

WEST   COAST    CiS^5')  FtOXJTE 

BET^VEEN 

ENGLAND  and  SCOTLAND 


LONDON 

(EUSTON) 
>and 


Via  CARLISLE. 

EDINBURGH  in  8  hps.      PERTH       in   9^  hps. 


GLASGOW 


8 


ABERDEEN  „  11, 


INVERNESS  in  13i  hps. 


Corridor  (Vestibuled)  Trains  with  Dining:  and  Refreshment  Cars.     Sleeping  Saloons 
fitted  with  every  modern  convenience. 

For  further  information  apply  to  Mr.  ROBERT  TURNBULL,  Superintendent  of  the  Line 
Euston  Station,  London,  or  Mr.  G.  CALTHROP,  Caledonian  Railway,  Glasgow. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON,  General  Manager,  L.  and  N.W.  Railway. 
R.  MILLAR,  General  Manager,  Caledonian  Railway. 


The  Crown  Hotel 

PENRITH,  CUMBERLAND. 


Three  miles  of  the  best  Trout 
and  Salmon  Fishing  in  the  River 
Eamont,  free  to  Visitors  staying 
in  the  Hotel. 


FIRST  CLASS  HOTEL,  EVERY  CONVENIENCE. 


TABLE   D'tlOTE   AT  7.30. 


Golf.       Coaching.       Billiards.  Garage. 


BOARDING    AND     WEEK-END     TERMS  ON 
APPLICATION . 


'BUS  MEETS  ALL  TRAINS.      NIGHT  PORTER. 

J.  H.  cfe  T.  SIDDLE,  Proprietors. 


Telephone  No.  :  091. 


ROBERT  TURNBULL, 

Fishing  Rod  and  Tacfde  Manufacturer, 
10  &  12,   HANOVER   street,  Edinburgh. 


FINEST  SELECTION  IN  THE  WORLD  OF 
RODS  AND  TACKLE  FOR  ANY  WATER, 

Everything  fresh  and  up-to-date. 
Quality-THE  BEST.  Prices-RIGHT. 

ANGLERS  WOULD  DO  WELL  TO  ORDER  NOW. 


Telegrams,  "Tackle,  Edinburgh." 


CATALOGUES  FREE. 


J.  E.  MILLER, 

NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  DEPOT,  19,  New  Station  St.,  LEEDS. 


Telegrams:  "PISCATOR,  LEEDS." 


Telephone  :  No.  2601. 


New  Up-to-date  Stock  for 
Season  1908. 

CATALOGUE  POST  FREE. 

Rods,  Reels,  and  Waders  Overhauled 
and  Repaired  as  New. 
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anglers  on  these  streams.  On  the  Birgham  water 
(the  Earl  of  Home's),  Major  Romanes  Idlled  a  fine 
clean-run  salmon  of  171b.  ;  on  the  same  water,  on 
Feb.  10,  Major  Hunter  had  one  of  151b.;  Captain 
Douglas,  on  Feb.  12,  killed  one  of  61b.  ;  Mr.  C.  Ciu-rie, 
on  Feb.  15,  had  one  of  51b.  ;  on  Feb.  19,  Captain 
Douglas,  one  of  6|lb.  ;  and  on  Feb.  20,  Mr.  J.  Kerse 
got  one  of  8lb.  On  the  Cornhill  water,  Mr.  Copper- 
thwaite,  on  Feb.  13,  had  one  of  141b.,  and  on  the 
same  water  the  following  day  he  killed  a  brace 
weighing  41b.  and  8Jlb.  respectively,  while  Mr. 
Mackay,  the  same  day,  had  two,  of  31b.  and  81b. 
respectively;  on  Feb.  18,  Colonel  Legard  had  one 
of  131b.  On  the  Twizel  water,  on  Feb.  17,  Mr. 
Mackay  secured  one  of  71b.,  and  Colonel  Legard, 
one  of  81b.  On  Feb.  18,  Mr.  Mackay  had  one  of 
71b.  On  the  Carham  water,  on  Feb.  17,  Mrs.  Birrell 
killed  a  brace,  weighing  respectively  61b.  and  17|lb. 
On  the  Lennell  water,  on  Feb.  14,  Lord  Newry  killed 
one  of  71b.,  and  secured  the  first  grilse  of  the  season, 
which  weighed  3|lb.  In  the  Coldstream  district, 
on  the  Tweed  Green  water,  Mr.  Walter  Smith,  Cold- 
stream, landed  half  a  dozen  trout,  one  weighing 
2|lb.,  with  worm.  On  the  Teviot  salmon  anglers 
have  fared  very  well  indeed.  Mr.  Duncan  Hill,  on 
Saturday  at  the  Back  of  the  Cottages  stream,  killed 
an  81b.  salmon.  On  Feb.  20,  Mr.  A.  G.  Cameron, 
on  Castle  Pool  stream,  had  a  nice  fish  of  121b;  on 
Feb.  29,  on  the  same  stream,  Mr.  James  Blake 
secured  a  fish  of  between  71b.  and  81b.  To-day 
(March  3)  the  rivers  have  assumed  a  blue-green  tint, 
proving  a  great  amount  of  snow-water  in  them,  and 
therefore  only  in  the  lower  reaches  could  any  angling 
be  done.  The  salmon  net  fishings  are  doing  fairly 
well,  but  trout  are  getting  very  scarce,  and  prices  are 
rising  for  both  salmon  and  trout. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bandon  River  (co.  Cork). — Fishing  was  poor 
during  the  past  week  owing  to  hard  cold  weather. 
The  following  salmon  were  landed :  Mr.  W.  Bennett, 
one,  8 Jib. ;  Mr.  P.  Gamble,  one,  1 71b. ;  Mr.  Richard 
Shorter,  one,  7ilb.  ;  Mr.  R.  Lombard,  a  very  fine 
fish  of  27pb. ;  Mr.  D.  Wren,  two,  17 Jib.,  21  lb.  ;  Mr. 
W.  Be  van,  one,  71b. ;  Mr.  B.  Miller,  one,  151b. ;  Mr. 
W.  S.  Hosford,  one,  7Jlb.  ;  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Allman, 
one,  9Jlb.  On  the  tidal  waters.  Captain  Popham, 
Sherwood  Foresters,  and  Mr.  H.  E.  Stanley  had 
3om3  good  baskets  of  trout. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Boyne  (Navan). — Storms,  snow  -  water,  and 
north-east  winds  have  been  fatal  to  sport  during 
the  past  week.  On  Upper  Blackcast'e,  Sir  Francis 
Ley  and  guest  have  caught  eight  salmon  of  241b., 
22|lb.,  201b.,  191b.,  181b.,  UJlb.,  91b.,  ahd  71b.  On 
Lower  Blackcastle,  Mr.  Boylan  had  three  of  21  Jib., 
20Jlb.,  and  181b.  On  Ardmulchan  I  understand 
two  fish  have  been  got,  making  seven  on  that  water 
since  the  season  opened. — Boyne  Ranger. 

Eillarney. — Angling  is  now  being  carried  on 
under  normal  conditions  and  fair  sport  has  been 
obtained  at  salmon  and  brown  trout.  Salmon  are 
arriving  in  good  numbers  from  the  sea. — ^T.  J.  D. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork). — The  weather  continues 
most  unfavourable — bitterly  cold  northerly  gales, 
with  heavy  falls  of  snow  and  hail ;  few  anglers  have 
been  out.  On  the  Fargus  Fishery  Mr.  S.  Haynes 
had  two  salmon  of  91b.  and  171b.  Lieut. -Colonel 
Curtis,  R.A.M.C.,  three  of  81b.,  101b.,  and  121b.,  and 
Major  C.  E.  Wilson,  Durham  Light  Infantry,  one  of 
101b.  On  Mashonaglass  water,  Mr.  John  Barry  one 
of  101b.  On  Carbery  water.  Captain  Mackenzie  one, 
181b.  At  Inniscarra  Maior  Hamilton  had  six  of 
6|lb.,  7Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  81b.,  9Jlb.,  and  191b.  On  Carrig- 
rohane  fishery,  Mr.  F.  H.  Bass  one  of  91b.  On 
Connell's  water,  Mr.  Grey  one,  121b.  At  the  Water- 
works, Mr.  R.  Murphy  one,  181b. — W.  Haynes  and 
Son. 

Iioug^h  Currane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). 

— Angling  has  only  been  possible  on  a  couple  of  days 
previous  to  March  2.  Three  salmon  were  had  ho"  - 
ever,  namely,  one  of  lOJlb.  by  Michael  Kelly";  one 
of  lOJlb.  by  Ned  Dennehy,  and  one  of  7Jlb.  by 
Con  Currane.  Prospects  are  now  considerably  im- 
proved.— T.  J.  D. 

Moy  (Ballina,  CO.  Mayo). — Fishing  for  the  past 
few  days  was  bad,  nothing  being  done  with  the  rod 
owing  to  showers  of  snow  and  the  water  being  dirty, 
but  there  is  a  good  number  of  fish  b?ing  taken  in  the 
weirs.  Lough  Conn  fished  poor  owing  to  high  water, 
only  a  few  pike  being  got  on  the  .minnow.  If  the 
weather  takes  up  some  good  fishing  is  expected  as 
there  is  plenty  of  fish  on  the  lough. — John  Devebs. 

Moy  (Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen,  Ballina,  co. 
Slayo). — During  the  past  week  heavy  gales,  with 
showers  of  hail  and  snow,  still  kept  the  river  out  of 
order,  consequently  no  angling  was  done.  As  I 
write  the  weather  looks  as  if  taking  up,  and  if  it 
continues  the  river  and  loughs  will  be  fishable  in  a 
few  days.  The  salmon  weirs  had  some  fine  salmon, 
rangingfrom  161b.  to  241b. — JimHeabns  and  Sons. 

Shannon  (Athlone). — The  prospects  of  salmon 
fishing  here  is  at  present  very  hopeful,  as  the  water 
is  in  the  pink  of  condition  and  fish  are  running  very 


plentiful.  The  appearances  of  the  weather  is  pro- 
mising good,  and  I  hope  to  be  able  to  send  you  a 
good  account  in  my  next.  There  were  a  few  killed 
during  the  past  week — one  of  301b.  and  others 
smaller.  Captain  Ramsden,  R.F.A.,  with  Ned 
Browne,  is  still  keeping  far  ahead  of  all  other 
anglers. — Fbank  Bbowne. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The  weather  has 
again  become  very  mild  and  with  the  water  in  good 
order  the  prospects  of  sport  are  much  improved. 
On  Doonass  the  fishermen  killed  one  salmon  2 1  lb.  ; 
Mr.  Fred  Milburn,  one  salmon,  361b. ;  Mr.  G.  C. 
Williams,  two  salmon,  231b.,  251b.  On  Hermitage 
Mr.  S.  C.  Vansittart  killed  one  salmon,  281b.  On 
Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham's  Castle  fishery  Mr.  John  Enright 
killed  two  salmon,  251b.,  3  8 Jib. — John  Eneight 
and  Son. 

West  Cork  Rivers. — Salmon  are  now  arriving 
in  better  numbers.  Trout-fishing  has  been  fairly 
good  on  a  couple  of  days  ^that  were  favourable. 
All  the  waters  are  now  in  good  angling  trim. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (MuUingar). — 

Although  the  season  opened  in  the  Drogheda  district 
of  county  Westmeath  on  Feb.  12,  trout  fishing 
must  have  been  up  to  the  present  at  a  very 
low  ebb,  as  I  have  not  heard  of  any  sport  what- 
ever. I  do  not  wonder  at  this  by  reason 
of  the  extraordinary  inclemency  of  the  weather, 
for  no  sane  angler,  except  he  that  lived 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  best  trout 
streams,  and  who  could,  therefore,  snatch  an  occa- 
sional and  suitable  hour  or  two,  would  run  the 
risk  of  contracting  the  dread  influenza  or  other  of 
the  proverbial  "  numerous  ills."  It  has  been,  if  any- 
thing, a  shade  worse  since  March  1,  when  the  contem- 
plative man's  sport  opened  on  the  Limerick  side  of 
the  county,  for  ithas  snowed  and  stormed  at  intervals 
since.  Everything,  however,  will  come  right  later  on, 
as  there  has  been  an  unusually  good  spawning  season. 
The  tributary  streams  were  literally  thronged  with 
salmon  and  trout,  and  poaching  was  very  satis- 
factorily kept  in  check  with  a  few  exceptions. 
This,  however,  will  be  fully  dealt  with  in  the 
fishery  report  later  on,  but  I  can  assure  lake 
anglers  that  there  is  an  abundant  stock  in  the 
above  waters. — T.  J.  W. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Plymouth. — There  has  not  been  much  doing 
during  the  last  week  amongst  the  amateurs.  The 
weather  has  been  rather  spasmodic — high  winds, 
hail  showers,  and  the  next  hour  bright  sunshine. 
We  certainly  do  get  a  great  variety  in  climates. 
The  steam  trawlers  have  been  having  fair  catches 
on  the  distant  grounds,  and  some  of  the  west 
country  boats  have  had  a  good  catch  of  mackerel, 
which  are  in  first-class  condition.  They  fetched  a 
good  price,  being  the  first  instalment  of  these  fish. 
The  French  boats  are  taking  a  lot  of  these  fish  with 
their  floating  trawls.  A  few  pollack  are  about,  but 
they  do  not  sport  well  except  early  mornings,  and 
the  bass  are  still  taken  at  night  in  the  Hamoaze 
and  off  the  Corporation  wharf  and  in  Cattewater  ; 
they  are  small.  Mullet  are  being  also  caught,  and 
they  are  very  fine,  and  require  strong  tackle  to  hold 
them. — William  Heaedeb. 


Jlssociaftons,  etc. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  j)ost. 

Anqlo-Fbench  Piscatoeials. 
Mr.  C.  Franco  [presided  over  a  full  meeting  on 
March  4  at  the  Cercle  Fran<;aise,  when  it  was 
decided  to  hold  the  annual  banquet,  to  be  followed 
by  a  concert  and  ball,  on  Saturday  evening, 
April  25.  Mr.  C.  Franco  has  consented  to  take  the 
chair  and  Mr.  Alfred  Abrahams  the  vice  chair.  The 
dinner  committee  are  Messrs.  Franco,  Abrahams, 
Fischer,  Jacobs  (hon.  sec),  Soules,  Verger,  and 
G.  Isaacs.  Friends  who  would  like  to  be  present 
should  communicate  with  the  secretary  at  head- 
quarters. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
At  the  usual  weekly  meeting  the'principal  matter 
discussed  was  the  club  outing  on  March  8,  when  it 
wasj  decided  to  start  from  the  Half-way  House, 
Denham,  at  10.15,  weigh  in  at  London  head- 
quarters; members  please  note.  Mr.  Worrall  had 
a  pike  of  51b.  from  Denham,  and  Messrs.  Yarham 
and  Sage  pike  from  Harefield.  The  bailiffs  report 
roach  feeding  well  and  several  good  pike  taken  at 
Harefield  Broad.— H.  W.  S. 

City  of  London  Piscatobial  Society. 
>"  A  capital  meeting  was  held  at  Masons'  Hall  on 
Tuesday,  March  3,  Mr.  T.  Gilbert  presiding.  Fishing 
reports  generally  were  imfavourable.    However,  a 


very  fine  tray  of  several  big  chub — up  to  nearls' 
41b. — from  Mapledurham  was  exhibited  by  Mr.  C. 
W.  Cox.  Reports  were  made  by  several  members 
who  had  assisted  at  the  remarkably  successful  re- 
stocking outing  at  Wraysbury  on  the  previous 
Saturday,  when  a  large  numb.er  of  well-grown  fish 
were  safely  transferred  to  the  C.L.P.S.  water — a 
very  pleasant  supper  taking  place  in  the  evening  at 
the  *'  Old  Five  Bells,"  at  Horton,  when  Mr.  Ives 
— who  had  taken  an  active  part  in  the  earlier  pro- 
ceedings— catered  very  successfully  for  the  party. 
Mr.  R.  Davison,  who  was  unfortunately  unable 
to  be  present,  was  accorded  a  very  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  for  a  valuable  present  of  three  handsome 
volumes  to  the  society's  library.  Three  gentlemen 
who  had  been  previously  nominated,  were  balloted 
for  and  duly  elected.  Announcements  were  made 
that  an  outing  had  been  arranged  to  Langford  for 
March  24,  when,  besides  medals,  Mr.  Beamont's 
prize  for  roach  may  be  competed  for.  On  March  10 
the  annual  dinner  will  take  place,  which  promises 
to'be  a  great  success.  Members  who  may  require 
additional  tickets  or  who  may  not  be  able  to  be 
present  should  at  once  communicate  with  the  hon. 
secretary.  On  March  31  there  will  be  a  grand  con- 
cert, when,  as  it  will  be  a  "Ladies'  Night"  a  large 
attendance  is  hoped  for  and  expected. 

Claeence  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  G.  Isaacs  presided  on  Tuesday  last.  For 
Sunday's  competition  (March  8)  at  Henley  we  leave 
Paddington  at  9  o'clock,  start  fishing  at  11  o'clock, 
cease  fishing  at  5.30,  dinner  at  the  Anchor  Hotel 
6.30,  returning  by  the  8.20  to  town.  Conditions  of 
competition  can  be  obtained  of  secretary.  In  addi- 
tion to  prizes  already  announced  a  visitor's  prize 
will  be  presented  by  Mr.  G.  Bayliss.  Amongst  the 
fish  weighed-in  this  week  was  a  fine  pike,  weight 
181b.,  caught  by  Mr.  J.  Hare  at  KingscUff.  Our 
first  annual  dinner  is  fixed  for  Tuesday,  April  21, 
at  headquarters. — ^W.  J.  Caetee,  Hon.  Sec. 

Geesham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  S.  J.  ^Chasteney  presided  over  the  new  com- 
mittee on  Tuesd  ly  last,  and  a  good  deal  of  business 
was  disposed  of.  The  annual  dinner  will  take  place 
either  on  March  31  or  April  7,  but  the  exact  date 
will  be  fixed  next  week.  Among  forthcoming  events 
may  be  mentioned  the  following  :  a  demonstration 
on  the  making  of  pastes  and  ground  baits  and  an 
exhibition  of  fishing  materials.  Programmes  will 
be  posted  shortly.  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  presided  at  the 
ordinary  meeting  following  committe  ',but  very  little 
business  was  left  for  him  to  do,  and  the  remainder 
of  the  evening  was  spent  very  pleasantly  in  discus- 
sing piscatorial  and  other  matters.  Mr.  Thonger 
showed  a  three  joint  split  cane  fiy  rod  for  trout  fish- 
ing— a  masterpiece  of  the  rod-maker's  art,  and  one 
of  which  more  will  be  heard  of  anon.  As  regards 
fishing  reports,  those  who  were  out  last  week-end 
seemed  to  have  caught  more  colds  than  fish,  and  no 
wonder,  as  Sunday  was  with  several  of  them 
nothing  but  a  succession  of  snow  blizzards. 
Members  and  their  friends  should  note  that  fishing 
for  perch  and  jack  on  our  Kelvedon  water  closed  on 
Saturday  last. — Hon.  Sec. 

Highbuey  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  F.  W.  Harding  presided  at  the  meeting  on 
March  4,  when  some  very  important  business  was 
disposed  of  and  a  committee  appointed  to  arrange 
the  annual  dinner.  Last  week  some  of  the  coarse 
fish  were  removed  from  the  lower  stretch  of  the 
Farnham  trout  water,  but  owing  to  obstacles  placed 
in  the  river  to  prevent  its  being  poached  it  was 
found  impossible  to  net  it  thoroughly.  The  now 
stock  of  ten  inch  trout  were  carefully  turned  into 
this  stretch,  and  a  fine  healthy  lot  they  were. 
Several  members  report  having  been  angling  with 
varying  success,  Mr.  T.  H.  Openshaw  taking  the 
best  fish  of  the  week,  a  pike  weighing  15lb.  12oz. 
Two  new  members  were  elected. 

LivEBPooL  Angling  Association. 

The  annual  general  meeting  was  'held  recently  at 
De  Silvas  Hotel,  when  a  large  number  of  members 
attended.  The  committee's  report  showed  a  very 
promising  state  of  affairs  and  was  adopted.  The 
officers  were  then  e'ected.  It  was  decided  to  confirm 
the  alterations  of  rules  to  abolish  cash  prizes,  and  to 
raise  the  minimum  weight  of  retainable  fish.  It 
was  also  decided  to  restrict  fishing  in  the  Knowsley 
water  to  fly  only  from  March  1  to  June  16,  and  the 
number  of  retainable  trout  to  two  brace  per  person 
per  day.  The  annual  dinner  was  held  at  head- 
quarters on  Feb.  20,  and  an  enthusiastic  gathering 
of  members  attended.  In  the  absence  of  the  senior 
officers  through  indisposition,  the  chair  was 
taken  by  Mr.  Goldsmith,  the  hon.  sec,  who 
in  the  course  of  a  few  remarks  congratulated 
the  members  upon  the  dawn  of  a  new  era 
in  the  affairs  of  the  association,  which  was  now 
celebrating  its  thirtieth  anniversary.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Wright,  the  Liverpool  delegate  to  the  Provincial 
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ANDERSONS 

GOLD  MEDAL 

FISHING 


CATALOGUES   POST  FREE  ON  APPLICATION. 


ANDERSON,  ANDERSON  &  ANDERSON.Ltd. 

RUBBER,  WATERPROOF  and 
OILSKIN  MANUFACTURERS 

WATERPROOFS 


THIRTY-ONE  PRIZE  MEDALS 
AND  AWARDS. 


The  "BUOKLAND"  JACKET.  47/6 


Well  Ventilated.  Storm  Cuffs  and  Fly. 
With  Hooks  to  shorten  to  Semi- 
Jacket  for  Deep  Wading,  preventing 
draggling  in  Water.  34-  in,  and  37  in. 
long. 


The  LADIES'  "BUCKLAND." 

Dark  Fawn  Fishing  Costume. 

Jacket   47/6 

Skirt    31/6 

Gaiters   8/11 


The  "BUCKLAND"  COAT.  57/6 

For  Fishing,  Shooting,  General  Wear. 
Well  Ventilated,  Storm  Cuff  and  Fly. 

With   Hooks  to  shorten  into  Jacket 

for  Wading. 


OVERALL  TROUSERS 

(Double  Seated).! 
For  Boat  Fishing,  &,c. 
With  Waterproof  Flap 
behind  the  Fly  Front. 
In  strong  Double 
Texture. 
Twill,  No.  R14  25/- 
Black  Rubber  21/- 
Fawn     or  Blue 
Black  32/6 


STORM 
CAP. 

(Ventilated). 

Black  Rubber, 

2/9,  3/9,  6/6. 

Double 
Texture 
6/6,  8/6,  10/6 


THE  "HAMPSHIRE." 
33  in.  or  36  in.  long. 

No.  1.       No.  2.       No.  3.         No.  4. 

25/-     21  -     15/6  10/6 


THE 

' KNOCKABOUT ' 
HAT, 

No.  16,  7/6. 

No.  10,  6/6. 

Folds  small  for 
pocket. 


OVERALL  SKIRTS, 

( Double  Seated). 
For  Boat  Fishing,  &,c. 
In  strong  Double 


Texture. 


33  in.  long  - 
36in.  ,, 
39in.  ,, 


21  - 

23  6 
26  - 


Oilskin    15  6 


37,  aUEEN  VICTORIA  ST.,  E.G.    LONDON.  58-59,  CHARING  CROSS,  S.W 


70,  QUEEN  STREET,  CARDIFF 


23,  CASTLE  STREET,  SWANSEA. 


or  from  every  hi:gh-class  Dealer  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
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Angling  Society,  replied  to'the  toast  of  "  Kindred 
Associations,"  and  Mr.  G.  Pierc^  for  "  The  Visitors." 
A  capital  entertainment  was  afterwards  gi\en  by 
Mr.  Joseph  Hewitt,  accompanist,  and  Messrs,' W. 
Muiler,  N.  Pemberton  and  G.  Withers. 


FISH  IN  THE  COQUET  DESTROYED. 

Mr.  Henry  Terrell,  K.C.,  in  the  Chancery 
Division,  moved  before  Mr.  Justice  Warrington,  on 
behalf  of  Sir  Charles  Milburn  and  others  the  trus- 
tees of  the  will  of  the  late  Sir  John  Milburn,  against 
the  Newton  Colliery,  Ltd.,  that  the  plaintiffs  might 
be  at  liberty  to  give  out  a  writ  of  sequestration 
against  the  defendant  company  for  breach  of  an 
undertaking  contained  in  an  order  given  by  them 
to  the  Court  on  Nov.  1 5  last.  He  said  the  action 
was  brought  by  the  plaintiffs  to  restrain  the  defen- 
dants from  causing  polluted  water,  which  they 
pumped  out  of  their  colliery,  to  go  into  the  River 
Coquet.  The  matter  was  very  serious,  because  the 
result  of  the  defendants'  pumping  operations  had 
been  to  destroy  the  salmon  and  trout  in  the  river 
in  a  very  marked  degree.  The  water  the  defendants 
pumped  had  been  standing  for  a  long  time,  the 
colliery  having  been  disused,  and  it  was  coloured 
yellow,  with  a  thick  sediment  containing  oxide  of 
iron.  The  water  was  pumped  into  the  Newton 
Brook,  which  ran  into  the  River  Coquet,  and  the 
result  had  been  the  wholesale  destrviction  of  the 
fish.  One  of  the  defences  was  that  this  wa9  the 
time  of  year  for  fish  to  die.  He  agreed,  but  not  by 
poisoning. 

Mr.  Tyldesley  Jones,  for  the  colliery  company, 
read  an  affidavit  by  Mr.  Wm.  Percy,  Chairman  of 
the  Company,  who  said  that  when  the  injunction 
was  granted  an  elaborate  system  of  tanks  and 
filter-beds  was  constructed,  and  orders  given  that 
no  water  should  pass  into  the  river  until  it  had 
gone  through  such  tanks  and  beds,  so  as  to  be 
innocuous  to  fish- life.  The  Company  had  used 
their  best  endeavovirs  to  prevent  pollution,  and 
the  undertaking,  he  submitted,  had  not  been 
broken.  He  had  been  in-tructed  that  all  the 
pumping  had  stopped.  There  was  no  evidence 
that  a  single  fish  had  been  killed  in  the  plaintiffs' 
water,  although  dead  and  dying  fish,  he  admitted, 
had  been  taken  out  of  their  water.  The  fish  might 
have  received  their  death-blow  in  the  waters  above. 
He  (Mr.  Jones)  would  undertake  that  no  more 
standage  water  should  be  put  into  the  Newton 
Burn'  from  the  colliery. 

His  Lordship  asked  Mr.  Terrell  whether  that 
undertaking  would  not  be  better  than  a  seques- 
tration. 

Mr.  Terrell  said  he  did  not  want  a  sequestration, 
provided  that  the  plaintiffs'  water  would  be  pro- 
tected. He  would  rather  have  an  injunction  to 
restrain  the  defendants  from  pumping  any  water 
from  their  colliery  into  the  stream. 

His  Lordship  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  the 
defendants,  by  their  undertaking,  which  was 
equivalent  to  an  order  of  the  Court,  guaranteed 
that,  after  treatment,  the  water  should  be  free 
from  pollution,  so  as  not  to  be  injurious  to  fish 
when  it  entered  the  plaintiffs'  water.  He  thought 
defendants  had  not  complied  with  the  undertaking. 
They  had  wUfully  broken  it,  andwould  have  wilfully 
disobeyed  the  order  if  it  had  been  in  the  form  of  an 
injunction.  Therefore  he  gave  leave  to  issue  the 
sequestration  i  n  order  to  enforce  the  performance 
of  the  undertaking.  J.  A.  W. 


KENT  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 


At  the  Kent  Angling  Association's  annual  meet- 
ing, held  on  Friday,  Feb.  28,  at  the  Commercial 
Hotel,  Kendal  (Mr.  John  Watson  in  the  chair),  the 
following  report  was  presented  : — "  From  a  fly- 
fisher's  point  of  view,  the  angling  season  of  1907  was 
not  all  that  could  he  desired.  The  weather  in  the 
spring  was  cold,  and  the  river  frequently  in  flood, 
but  there  is  no  doubt  that  more  and  better  trout 
have  been  killed  this  season  than  for  many  years 
past,  many  fish  scaling  from  lib.  to  Hlb.  The 
major  portion  of  these  were  killed  with  the  worm 
during  the  heavy  floods.  In  the  latter  part  of  the 
season  the  river  was  very  low  indeed,  and  sport  was 
accordingly  disappointing.  The  salmon  fishery 
later  was  not  so  good  as  in  previous  years.  The 
spawning  time  was  very  favourable,  the  streams 
kept  at  medium  height,  which  allowed  the  fish  to 
get  easily  up  to  spawn,  and  also  to  get  safely  back  to 
the  river  again.  Yotlr  committee  has  again  decided  to 
put  into  the  river  1000  yearling  trout,  and  have  this 
time  placed  the  order  with  the  Oakenclough  Fishery 
Company.  Improvements  have  been  made  at  the 
B'lrneside  Paper  Mills  to  prevent  any  harmful 
matter  getting  into  the  river,  but  the  work  at  the 
Kendal  Corporation  Sewage  Farm  does  not  seem 


to  go  on  very  rapidly,  and  the  river  below  there 
has  been  in  a  most  unsatisfactory  condition.  The 
prospects  for  the  coming  season  are  better  than 
they  have  been  for  many  years,  the  river  having 
been  most  favourable  to  fish  life  during  the  winter. 
The  treasurer  reported  that  the  year's  income  had 
come  up  to  £60  3s.  7d.,  out  of  which  there  remained 

— after  paying  fishery  rents,  wagesof  watcher,  etc.  

a  balance  of  £28  13s.  lOd.  There  were  110  members 
of  the  association,  and  in  addition  fifty  boys  had 
taken  out  permits.  This  increase  in  membership 
was  very  satisfactory— the  membership  had  doubled 
in  the  past  few  years." 

In  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report,  Mr. 
Watson  said  that  he  could  congratulate  the  asso- 
ciation, not  only  on  its  strong  and  influential  list  of 
members,  but  also  on  its  finances.  He  was  glad  to 
see  that  the  committee  had  again  decided  to  turn 
1000  yearling  trout  into  the  river,  as  this  not  only 
tended  to  keep  up  the  stock  of  fish,  but  the  infusion 
of  new  blood  had  a  tendency  to  increase  the  size  of 
the  trout  and  to  produce  a  healthy  stock.  If  the 
weather  was  favourable,  the  trout  would  be  turned 
into  the  river  early  in  March.  \^'ith  regard  to  the 
past  season,  it  was  a  most  exceptional  one.  Fly- 
fishing had  only  been  possible  during  very  short 
intervals,  owing  to  the  succession  of  very  heavy 
waters,  and  this  meant  that  a  great  deal  of  worm- 
fishing  had  been  done.  This,  though  not  the  highest 
class  of  sport,  still  gave  great  pleasure  to  a  large 
number  of  anglers.  Not  only  were  a  great  many 
trout  killed,  but  these  were  large  in  size — probably 
the  outcome  of  their  practice  of  obtaining  their 
yearling  trout  for  restocking  from  a  different  fishery 
each  year. 


THE  ROYAL  LIFE   SAVING  SOCIETY. 


At  the  seventeenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Royal 
Life  Saving  Society  held  on  Feb.  27  at  the  Tudor 
Hotel,  Oxford-street,  W.,  the  chair  being  occupied 
by  the  Hon.  Sydney  Holland  in  the  regrettable 
absence  through  illness  of  Lord  Desborough,  the 
acting  president.  After  the  formal  business  had 
been  disposed  of,  the  chairman  moved  the  adoption 
of  the  annual  report  and  balance  sheet,  which  was 
unanimously  approved.  The  Hon.  Sydney  Holland 
pointed  out  that  the  society,  which  was  started  in 
1891  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  technical  educa- 
tion in  life  sa\'ing  and  resuscitation  of  the  ap- 
parently drowned,  commenced  to  grant  awards 
in  1892,  and  in  that  year  eighty-six  were 
gained.  So  vast,  however,  had  become  the 
society's  work — it  has  branches  all  over  the 
world— that  last  year  no  fewer  than  7114  awards 
were  made  for  ability  to  render  first  aid  to  those  in 
danger  of  drowning.  It  must  be  most  gratifying  to 
all  interested  also  to  learn  that  many  of  those  who 
obtained  the  awards  have  since  been  instrumental 
in  saving  life.  The  handbook  of  instruction  has 
been  so  much  sought  after  that  it  is  now  translated 
into  Swedish,  Italian,  German  and  Finnish,  and  is 
in  course  of  preparation  for  India,  France  and 
Spain,  while  a  (tenth  edition  of  the  work  is  shortly 
to  be  published.  In  this  will  be  detailed  a  new 
method  of  resuscitation  devised  by  Professor  E.  A. 
Schiifer,  of  Edinburgh  University,  which  the 
society  has  adopted  chiefly  on  account  of  its 
simplicity  and  efficiency,  thus  helping  to  make 
the  knowledge  of  first  aid  to  the  drowning  a  sub- 
ject of  much  more  popular  study  than  at  present. 
The  handbook  has  been  freshly  illustrated,  many 
new  diagrams  being  added,  and  there  are  new 
descriptions  of  the  back,  overarm  and  crawl  strokes, 
thus  making  the  book  a  useful  swimming  and  life- 
saving  manual  for  every  swimmer.  It  has  been 
decided  that  this  year  the  competition  for  the 
challenge  cup,  presented  to  the  society  by  its 
patron,  H.M.  the  King,  is  to  take  place  intheGreat 
Stadium  now  being  completed  for  the  Olympic 
Games,  where  numerous  other  competitions  will  be 
decided,  including  the  National  Graceful  Diving 
competition  and  Back-stroke  Swimming  Race,  for 
both  of  which  valuable  gold  and  silver  trophies 
have  been  presented. 

During  the  evening  the  chairman  presented 
diplomas  of  the  society  to  six  members  who  had 
passed  a  severe  technical  and  practical  examination 
in  swimming  and  life-saving,  and  heartily  con- 
gratulated them  upon  their  success.  They  are: 
Inspector  Z.  Claro,  of  the  City  of  London  jPoIice ; 
Mr.  H.  Russell,  and  Mr.  C.  E.  Heyward,  of  London; 
Mr.  Thos.  W.  Grundy  and  Mr.  F.  Shippobottam,  of 
Bolton ;  and  Mr.  William  Raine,  M.B.,  West  Hartle- 
pool. Inspector  Claro  is  the  first  member  of  the 
police  force  to  gain  the  award. 

The  society  reports  that  its  New  South  Wales 
Head  Centre  has  been  the  recipient  of  a  subsidy  of 
£500  from  the  New  South  Wales  Government,  and 
that  its  head  centres  in  Queensland,  Victoria,  and 
Scotland  are  doing  well,  while  the  swimming 
associations  of  Natal,  the  Transvaal,  Cape  Colony, 


and  New  Zealand  are  working  energetically  in  co- 
operation with  the  4)arent  body,  as  are  also  the 
branches  in  Canada,  Manchester,  Sheffield,  Birming- 
ham, as  well  as  a  very  strong  branch  which  has 
recently  been  formed  for  the  Province  of  Ulster. 


INTERESTING  LEGAL  DECISION  IN 
LOUGH  NEAGH  EEL  FISHERIES  CASE. 

On  Feb.  28,  Mr.  Justice  Ross  delivered  judgment 
in  the  case  of  "  O'Neill  and  others  v.  Johnston  and 
others. ' '  The  following  is  the  excellent  report  in  the 
Irish  Times  of  Feb.  29  : — 

A  5000-Yeajr  LE.4.SE. 
His  Lordship  said  that  in  this  action  the  'plain- 
tiffs— Edward  Armstrong  O'Neill,  Henry  M.  Morten, 
Frederick  William  Broadbent,  Rev.  Alfred  Pontifex, 
John  Cecil  Fisher,  Arthur  Pomeroy  Vernon,  Stewart 
A.  M.  Bruce,  and  William  Ellis — prayed  for  a 
declaration  that  they  were  entitled  to  the  exclusive 
right  of  fishing  for  eels,  and  to  all  eel  fisheries  in 
Lough  Neagh,  for  the  residue  of  the  term  of  5000 
years,  granted  by  a  lease  of  July  18,  1905.  The 
defendants  were  fishermen,  who  pursued  fishing  on 
Lough  Neagh.  The  plaintiffs'  title  depended  upon 
certain  patents  from  King  Jame=i  I.  and  King 
Charles  II.,  purporting  to  convey  the  fisheries  and 
the  lough  itself.  The  defendants  denied  that,  prior 
to  the  patents,  the  King  was  seised  of  the  fisheries 
and  soil  of  Lough  Neagh.  They  denied  the  plain- 
tiffs' title  throughout  to  the  lough.  They  also 
pleaded  that  Lough  Neagh  was  a  public,  navigable, 
inland  sea,  in  which  every  subject  of  the  realm  had 
the  right  of  fishing.  They  also  pleaded  a  prior 
dedication  by  the  English  Kings  of  a  free  and 
public  common  of  piscary  in  Lough  Neagh.  The 
Crown  was  not  (said  the  judge)  of  common 
right  entitled  to  the  soil  or  waters  of  an  inland 
non-tidal  lake ;  and  no  right  could  exist  in  the 
public  to  fish  in  the  waters  of  the  inland  non-tidal 
lake.  He  desired  to  state  these  two  propositions  of 
law.  Lough  Neagh  abounded  in  fish,  and  particu- 
larly in  eels,  salmon,  and  pullen,  or  fresh-water 
herring.  Those  who  claimed  under  the  patents  had 
never  prevented  the  fishermen  residing  in  the 
locality  from  fishing  for  pullen,  and  other  fresh- 
water fish  which  are  of  no  great  value ;  but  in 
respect  of  the  salmon  and  the  eel  fishings,  which 
are  of  great  value,  considerable  litigation  had  taken 
place.  Toome  Bay  was  at  the  north-western  corner, 
where  the  waters  of  the  lough  discharged  themselve.s 
into  the  Lower  Bann.  In  that  bay  eels  in  enormous 
quantities  congregated  in  the  autumn  of  each  year, 
previous  to  their  departure  for  the  sea.  The  young 
eels  ascended  the  river  from  the  sea  in  the  spring, 
and  distributed  themselves  through  the  lough  and 
the  rivers  that  flow  into  it. 

The  Growth  of  the  Eel  was  Exceedingly 
Rapid. 

Practically  no  eels  of  the  ordinary  species  were 
left  in  Lough  Neagh,  they  all  proceeded  seawarde 
through  the  Lower  Bann."  From  the  most  anciens 
times  eel  weirs  existed  on  the  Bann.  It  was  probablt 
that  they  belonged  to  the  religious  houses,  and  were 
confiscated  in  the  time  of  Henry  VIII. '  The  property 
in  these  eel  fishings  was  no  longer  in  dispute.  The 
plaintiffs  held  them  under  the  very  patents  by 
virtue  of  which  they  now  made  this  claim  to  the 
exclusive  eel  fishings  in  Lough  Neagh.  The  defen- 
dants submitted  that  the  fquestion  in  respect  of 
Lough  Neagh  was  quite  a  different  question.  It  was 
easy  to  understand  that  prior  to  the  patents  the 
Crown  became  possessed  of  these  fishings  through 
the  confiscation  of  the  properties  of  the  religious 
houses,  but  it  was  contended  that  there  was  no 
proof  that  the  Crown  had  become  possessed  of 
the  whole  of  Lough  Neagh.  The  evidence  and  the 
surroimding  circumstances  tended  to  show  that 
from  earliest  times  the  lough  was  fished  by  the 
inhabitants  in  the  vicinity,  and  that,  save  in  respect 
of  the  fishing  in  a  particular  place — from  Shane's 
Castle  to  Toome — they  were  not  interfered  with. 
The  evidence  was  not  admissible  to  show  that  the 
public  possessed  the  right  of  free  fishing,  but  it  was 
evidence  to  show  that  the  right  of  fishing  was  not  in 
the  exclusive  possession  of  those  holding  under  the 
patents  The  plaintiffs  alleged  that  this  action  was 
brought  to  protect  Toome  Bay  from  a  kind  of  fish- 
ing that  was  ruinous  to  the  eel  fishing  in  the  river. 
They  alleged  that  within  the  last  few  years  there 
had  been  considerable  trespass  in  Toome  Bay,  by 
persons  fishing  with  large  draft-nets.  These  nets 
were  unlicensed,  the  conservators  holding  that  they 
were  not  bound  to  issue  licences  for  such  nets.  The 
Court  of  Appeal  in  Ireland  decided  in  February, 
1 906,  that  the  Board  of  Conservators  were 

Bound  to  Issue  Licences  for  Eel  Draft-Nets 
to  persons  requiring  the  same  on  tender  of  the 
maximum   amoimt   chargeable  therefor.     It  was 
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Stocktaking  and 
General  Clearance 


MURTON'S  ^  ,  ^  ^ 
NOW  ON  SALE 

YOU  CAN  NOW  SECURE  BARGAINS   OF  HIGH-CLASS 

Fishing  Rods  and  Taci<:Ie 

BEING  30  TO  50  AND  75  PER  CENT,  BELOW  USUAL  PRICES, 


TROUT  FLY  RODS  in  3  joints, 
greenheart,  balanced  handle,  bronzed 
fittings,  button,  snake  rings,  brazed  and 
tenoned,  in  partition  cover,  9  ft.  and  10  ft., 
5/6  ;  11  ft.,  6/6  ;  12  ft.,  7/6.  Superior, 

2  tops,  double  brazed,  9  ft.,  8/6  ;  10  ft., 
9/6 ;  tl  ft.,  10/6 ;  12  ft.,  11/6.  Well 
made  and  a  marvel  for  the  money. 

TROUT  RODS,  2  joints,  all  green- 
heart,  balanced  handle,  2  tops,  double 
brazed,  in  partition  bag,  8,  8J  or  9  ft., 
10/6 ;  9^,  10,  or  104  ft.,  11/6  ;  11, 11*  or 
12  ft.,  13/6.  As  above,  one  top,  single 
brazed,  partition  bag,  8,  81,  9,  9*  or  10  ft., 
9/-  ;  lOi,  11,  Hi  or  12  ft",  10/6.  Those 
who  want  a  good  serviceable  Rod  at  a 
low  price,  this  will  be  found  all  that  can 
be  desired ;  action  and  finish  perfect. 

SALMON  AND  GRILSE  RODS, 

3  joints,  all  greenheart,  1  top,  bronzed 
fittings,  partition  bag,  IB  ft.,  8/6  ;  14  ft., 
9/6 ;  15  ft.,  10/6  ;  16  ft.,  12/6 ;  17  ft.. 
15/6  ;  18  ft.,  18/6  ;  good  balance  and 
superior  finish. 

VERY  SPECIAL,  HAND-BUILT, 
SALMON  RODS,  with  flexible  double 
cork  grips,  8  joints,  2  tops,  serrated  fer- 
rules, phosphor  bronze  revolving  end 
rings,  bronzed  fittings,  made  from  fine  old 
matured  greenheart,  in  partition  tan  cover,  13  ft.,  22/6 ;  14  ft.,  24/6 ;  15  ft. 
16  ft.,  30/-;  17  ft.,  35/-;  18  ft.,  40/-.  .  These  Eods  are  recognised  by 
the  best  value  in  the  trade. 

SPECIAL  BARGAINS. 


,26/6; 

experts 


BUILT  CANE,  our  own  speciality,  well  whipped,  serrated  ferrules,  suction 
joints,  cork  grip,  2  tops,  10  ft.,  22/6  ;  11  ft.,  23/6  ;  12  ft.,  25/- :  weU  worth  your 
notice.  Ail  greenheart,  3  piece,  cork  grip,  balanced  handle,  snake  rings,  button, 
partition  cover,  10ft., 8/6;  11  ft., 9/6;  12  ft., 10/6;  a  wonderful  Rod  for  themoney. 

PIKE  AND  SEA  RODS,  stout  B.I.  cane,  4  joints,  full  length,  16  ft.;  3 
tops,  can  be  altered  to  9  ft.  or  12  ft.,  15/6  for  10/6,  the  same  12  ft.,  1  top,  3  pieces, 
8/6  for  6/-.  Balanced  handle,  greenheart,  universal  bronzed  fittings;  porcelain 
end  ring,  10/6  for  7/6  ;  very  serviceable  Rods. 

BASKETS  AND  CREELS,  best  French.     No.  1,  2/6;   No.  2,  3/-; 

No.  3,  4/-;  No.  4,  4/6;  No.  5,  5/6. 

SHOULDER  STRAPS,  9d.,  1/-,  1/6,  and 
2/-. 

FISHING  BAGS.— Trout,  in  Mole,  Cambric, 
or  Twill.  Usual  prices,  5/-  to  14/-.  To  clear, 
from  3/-  to  10/-. 

SALMON  BAGS,  in  stout 
Twill  and  Canvas,  usual  prices, 
10/6  to  20/-.  To  clear  from  8/- 
to  14/-. 

REEl-S,  superior  bronzed,  revolving  plate  and  check,  2  in.. 
3/- ;  21  in.,  3/6 ;  2J  in.,  4/- ;  3  in.,  4/6 ;  3J  in.,  6/6 ;  4  in.,  7/6- 

32  Brass  Reels,  crank  handles,  in  first-rate  condition,  from  4  in., 
3/-  ;  3^  in.,  2/9 ;  3  in.,  2/6  ;  good  value. 


FLY  BOOKS  AND  TACKLE  CASES.  Pigskin 
Ply  Books,  6,  6J,  and  7  in.,  2  felt  leaves,  10  parchment 
leaves,  for  flies  and  casts,  &c.    Usual  price,  8/6  for  5/6. 

About' 20  DRY  FLY  CASES,  no  crushing  of  wings, 
from  8/6  for  3/-  ;  slightly  soiled. 

TWELVE  CAST  BOXES  and  EYED  FLY  BOXES, 

2/6  each. 

FISHING  JACKETS,  35  in.  long,  24  black  proof,  light 
weight,  durable,  14/6  for  8/6.  Eighteen  best  quality,  loop 
up  to  27  in.  for  deep  wading,  inner  cuffs,  19/6  for  12/6. 

Twenty-two  Cashmeres,  fawn  and  blue,  25/-  for  16/6. 

Fifteen  Fancy  Tweeds,  25/-  for  16/6. 

Twenty-eight  Fancy  Tweeds,  ventilated  across  back,  30/- 
for  18/6. 


OUR  TYNESIDE  BROGUE,  27/6 
for  20/-.  Very  special  value,  as  sketch. 
Canvas  and  chrome  uppers,  solid  leather 
soles,  washered  hobbs,  21/-  for  16/6. 

All  chrome  leather  uppers,  leather  soles, 
washered  hobbs,  20/-  for  15/6, 

Do.         Do.     Shoes,  17/6  for  14/6. 


BROGUES, 

soles,  16/6. 


all  rubber,  12/6 ;  leather 


SHOES,  all  rubber,  10/6;  leather  soles, 
13/6. 

THE      FEATHERWEIGHT  FORK 
NET,  complete,  with  handle,  5/-  for  3/6. 

16  Complete  LANDING  NETS,  with  belt  spring,  small,  6/6  for  5/6; 
large,  7/6  for  6/6. 

15  Three-Draw  GAFF  HOOKS  io  clear,  8/6  each. 

OUR  FAMED  FISHING  STOCKINGS,  in  sateen,  fustian,  and  twiU, 
17/6  to  21/-,  dui-ing  sale  only,  13/6. 

OUR    FAMED    FISHING  TROUSERS, 

usual  price  30/-  and  40/-  for  22/6. 

Air  goods  new  and  fresh  and  guaranteed  perfect. 
SUPERIOR   WATERPROOF  SILK  LINES. 

21   score  yards  extra  heavy  W.P.  SALMON 

LINES,  pure  silk,  to  clear,  2/-  per  score. 

Trout,  1/6  for  1/1 ;  medium,  2/-  for  1/6  ;  heavy,  2/6 
for  1/9,  per  score,  in  lengths,  20,  30,  40,  and  60 
yards. 

RUBBER   KNEE  BOOTS. 

Wellingtons,  usual  price,  21/-  for  15/6. 
Napoleons,  usual  price,  22/6  for  15/6. 

Fishermen's  Long  Thigh  Boots,  usual  price, 

30/-  and  35/-  for  20/-. 
Ladies'  Knee  Fishing  Boots,  all  rubber,  usual 

price,  16/6  for  7/6  and  8/6  ;  with  felt  or 

leather  soles,  6/6  extra. 


GENUINE  REDUCTIONS!! 


SEND  FOR  CATALOGUE  ! ! 


CJtteques  Postal  Orders  ma.de  pa.ya.l3le  to— 

HEMY  A.  MORTON,  mukm  hm  Resort,  NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE 
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alleged  that  last  season  Toome  Bay  wai  invaded 
by  boats  with  these  nets,  and  considering  that  the 
nets  were  over  100  yards  long,  30ft.  deep,  with  a 
fine  meshed  tail  of  about  ten  yards,  it  was  plain 
that  a  number  of  boats  fishing  in  succession  [in  the 
bay  at  the  time  when  the  eels  were  congregated 
must  practically  put  an  end  to  eel-fishing  in 
the  Bann.  The  licence,  of  course,  conferred  no  right 
on  the  licensee  against  an  owner  of  a  private  fishery. 
There  had  been  unquestionable  acts  of  ownership  in 
respect  of  the  eel  fishing  in  the  river,  and  the  title  had 
been  completely  established.  There  had  al-o  been 
unquestioned  acts  of  ownership  in  respect  of  the 
scale  fishery  in  the  lough.  There  had  been  no  acts 
of  ownership  in  respect  of  eel  fishing  in  the  lough 
since  the  termination  of  Clotworthy's  lease ;  but 
the  eel  fisheries  in  the  lough  had  always  been 
excepted  from  the  demises  and  grants  of  the  scale 
fishings.  Was  it  incumbent  upon  those  deriving 
under  the  patent  to  patrol  the  lough  at  vast  expense 
when  their  lessees  could  obtain  all  the  eels  fattened 
in  the  lough  at  their  weirs  in  the  River  Bann  ? 
Were  they  bound  to  prosecute  the  fishermen 
who  were  using  lines  when  no  appreciable  injury 
was  being  done  to  the  eel  fisheries  on  the  river  ? 
When  substantially  all  the  eels  were  taken  at  the 
weirs,  were  those  claiming  under  the  patent  bound 
to  make  demonstrations  by  way  of  acts  of  owner- 
ship at  remote  parts  of  the  lough  ?  In  coming  to  a 
conclusion  on  the  whole  matter,  he  found  in  the 
first  place  that  there  was  no  presumption  in  favour  of 
the  plaintiffs.  They  were  not  the  riparian  proprie- 
tors, nor  could  there  be  any  presumption  in  favour 
of  the  Crown,  through  whom  the  plaintifls  claimed. 
Had  they  a  good  paper  title  ?  No  adverse  paper 
title  had  ever  been  discovered.  Their  title  had 
stood  all  the  tests,  and  was  now,  in  his  opinion, 
unassailable.  But  a  paper  title  was  not  enough. 
He  repeated  that  it  was  clear  and  estabhshed  law 
that  the 

Public  could  not  Acquire  any  Legal  Right 
TO  Fish  in  Non-Tidal  Waters. 
The  right  could  not  be  acquired  by  custom  or 
user,  however  far  it  went  back.  All  the  evidence 
of  the  defendants  could  not  establish  any  right  of 
any  kind  in  themselves.  Were  these  persons  fishing 
by  the  indulgence  of  the  plaintifls  ?  Why  did  the 
plaintifls  acquiesce  in  their  own  wrong  ?  Was  it  want 
of  confidence  in  their  own  title,  or  was  it  good 
nature  ?  Having  regard  to  all  the  circumstances, 
he  thought  tliat  the  chief  reason  for  allowing  all 
this  fishing  on  the  part  of  the  public  was  the 
expense  of  protecting  the  whole  lough.  A  jury  was 
always  tempted  to  strain  in  favour  of  a  claim  of 
public  right.  He  felt  very  strongly  himself  when  he 
was  told  that  there  were  seven  hundred  fishermen 
and  three  thousand  people  in  the  adjoining  counties 
dependent  on  this  fishing.  But  this  should  not 
tempt  him  into  an  erroneous  inference  of  fact, 
involving  a  great  wrong  to  private  persons.  There 
could  be  no  civilisation,  no  ordered  life,  no  real 
progress  when  the  legal  right  of  even  the  most 
obnoxious,  the  most  unpopular  citizen  was  not 
upheld  against  the  multitude  by  the  judicial 
tribimal,  and  enforced  by  the  whole  power  of  the 
state.  He  must,  therefore,  declare  the  plaintiffs 
exclusively  entitled  to  the  eel  fishing  in  Lough 
Neagh.  His  injunction  would  restrain  all  eel  fishing 
of  every  kind  in  Toome  Bay,  but  it  would  not  extend 
beyond  the  entrance  to  Toome  Bay,  which  he  should 
mark  on  a  map  attached  to  his  decree.  The  result 
of  the  whole  matter  would  probably  be  that  the 
public  would  fish  as  they  had  done  in  the  past.  If 
his  view  of  the  law  was  right,  their  custom  of 
fishing  could  never  crystallise  into  a  right,  and  on 
that  account  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  thinking 
that  the  fishermen  would  not  be  interfered  with  in 
their  ordinary  fishing  to  the  extent  that  they 
enjoyed  it  before  it  occurred  to  some  of  the 
defendants  to  sweep  Toome  Bay  with  draft  eel  nets. 
There  must  be  an  account  taken  in  the  Chamber  of 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls  as  to  damages,  and  the 
defendants  must  pay  the  costs  of  the  action. 

Counsel  for  the  plaintiffs — Messrs.  Ronan,  K.C., 
Jellett,  K.C.,  and  Gaussen  (instructed  by  Mr.  J.  A. 
French). 

For  the  defendants — Messrs.  Gordon,  K.C., 
Healy,  K.C.,  and  Kerr  (instructed  by  Mr.  F.  J. 
M'Keown).   


CARDIFF  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  above  society  was  held 
at  the  Angel  Hotel,  Cardiff,  on  Friday  evening, 
Feb.  28.  Professor  Harold  Littledale,  the  president, 
presided,  and  among  those  present  were  Messrs. 
J.  H.  Mullins,  J.  Radley,  C.  H.  Priestley,  T.  W. 
Proger,  H.  W.  Miller  (Provincial  Angling  Associa- 
tion), B.  J.  Watkins,  H.  E.  Salmon,  T.  J.  WiUiams, 
W.  E.  Buckle,  L.  Joseph,  K.  Lundie,  E.  Evans,  J. 
Hussey,  John  England,  J.  Groves,  T.  M.  Townend, 
Sullivan,   S.   C.   Gopdman,   F.  Handley,  C.  W. 


Nicholls,  F.  Brockington,  and  G.  M.  Lunt  (hon. 
secretary).  The  front  of  the  menu  card  was 
humorously  decorated  by  Mr.  C.  W.  Nicholls.  After 
an  excellent  repast  had  been  partaken  of,  the  chair- 
man gave  the  usual  loyal  and  patriotic  toasts.  Mr. 
J.  H.  Mullins  proposed  "  The  Cardiff  Piscatorial 
Society,"  which  he  congratulated  upon  the  excellent 
progress  it  had  made  of  late. 

Professor  Littledale,  in  responding,  said  that  no 
doubt  in  these  days  we  were  too  inclined  to  take 
our  lives  very  seriously,  and  anj^thing,  any  form  of 
sport  that  helped  to  make  life  more  enjoyable,  and 
helped  us  to  return  to  work  with  keener  zest,  was 
well  worth  cultivating.  One  must  be  careful  to 
avoid  spurious  sports.  He  did  not  call  shooting 
pigeons  or  rabbits  just  let  loose  from  traps,  or 
hunting  stags  just  let  loose  from  a  cart,  as  sports 
that  were  altogether  outside  the  category  of  spurious 
sports.  But  fishing  and  hunting  and  shooting  in 
the  best  sense  of  the  word  were  real  sports.  They 
took  a  man  out  into  the  country  and  brought  him 
into  contact  with  Nature,  to  see  Nature  unspoiled 
in  the  temple  of  the  Creator.  This  was  what  it  was 
that  prompted  him  to  go  to  the  riverside.  The 
Cardiff  Piscatorial  Society  did  a  lot  of  good  in  an 
unpretending  way.  It  increased  their  interest  in 
life  and  it  united  them  in  a  bond  of  fellowship. 
There  was  one  branch  of  the  sport  that  he  would 
like  to  see  followed  up  more  in  Cardiff,  and  that  was 
sea  fishing.  He  believed  that  if  more  energies  were 
concentrated  in  this  direction  they  would  sometimes 
return  from  their  outings  with  baskets  bigger  than 
was  often  the  ca  e. 

Mr.  Leo  Joseph  gave  the  toast  of  "  Kindred 
Societies "  in  a  rousing  speech,  in  the  course  of 
which  he  referred  to  the  various  ways  in  which  the 
different  angling  clubs  in  the  town  could  unite  in 
obtaining  advantages  for  anglers.  Mr.  K.  Lundie 
(Glamorgan  Anglers)  and  Mr.  J.  England  (Bute 
Anglers)  also  responded.  Mr.  R.  J.  Watkins,  in  a 
humorous  speech,  proposed  " The  Visitors."  Mr. 
H.  W.  Miller  (Provincial  Angling  Association),  in 
responding,  said  the  Cardiff  Piscatorial  Society  had 
been  attached  to  the  P.A.A.  for  eighteen  years,  and 
daring  the  whole  of  that  time  there  had  never  been 
a  complaint  of  the  misuse  of  travelling  tickets  by 
any  of  its  membeis. 

The  chairman  announced  that  Messrs.  F.  Sugg 
and  Co.  had  offered  two  handsome  silver  cups  for 
the  best  pike  and  trout  caught  during  the  present 
year  by  members  of  the  Cardiff  Piscatorial  Society 
and  the  Glamorgan  Anglers'  Club.  Mr.  C.  H. 
Priestley  also  responded  for  the  visitors,  and  said 
that  so  far  as  the  waters  under  his  control  were 
concerned,  he  was  always  delighted  to  do  all  he 
could  for  anglers.  Mr.  G.  M.  Lunt  proposed  the 
health  of  the  president,  which  was  enthusiastically 
honoured.  The  prizes  won  by  the  members  were 
then  presented  by  the  president.  Dtiring  the 
evening  an  excellent  musical  programme  was  con- 
tributed to  by  Messrs.  J.  Radley,  Marquand, 
Edwards,  E.  Jones,  R.  Smith,  and  C.  Waring.  The 
arrangements  were  excellent,  and  reflected  much 
credit  on  the  popular  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  G.  M.  Lunt. 


LARK  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


The  annual  meeting  of  this  society  was  held  at 
the  White  Hart  Hotel  on  Thursday  evening  last 
week,  when  Mr.  Charles  Brown  presided  in  the  un- 
avoidable absence  of  the  chairman,  and  considering 
the  very  wet  weather  a  fair  number  W3re  present. 
The  balance  sheet  for  the  year  ended  December  last 
commenced  with  a  sum  of  £15  9s.  8d.  brought  for- 
ward, and  with  receipts  of  £20  10s.  6d.  for  sale  of 
tickets  and  £5  4s.  subscriptions,  the  total  amounting 
to  £41  4s.  2d.  The  payments  during  the  year  of  £16 
19s.  3d.  included  £7  12s.  for  fishing  rights,  £4  Is. 
for  printing,  £3  7s.  for  weed  cutting,  18s.  6d. 
for  watchers  during  spawning  time,  and  £1  Os.  9d. 
for  postage,  etc.,  leaving  a  balance  in  hand  at 
che  end  of  the  year  of  £24  4s.  lid.  This  it  was 
explained  had  been  reduced  by  an  honorarium 
of  £5  to  the  general  secretary  of  the  society, 
and  the  balance  was  now  about  £20.  The  chair- 
man said  that  at  a  recent  committee  meeting 
it  was  decided  that  something  should  be  done 
for  the  benefit  of  anglers,  and  a  suggestion  was 
made  that  some  grayling  should  be  purchased 
for  stocking  the  river.  Mr.  Howlett  said  he  had 
not  yet  obtained  particulars  of  prices,  and  on  the 
proposition  of  Mr.  Pell,  it  was  agreed  that  the  river 
be  stocked  with  grayling  under  the  direction  of  the 
committee.  The  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year  was  then  proceeded  with,  and  it  was  unani- 
mously decided  to  ask  the  present  Marquis  of 
Bristol  to  become  president  in  place  of  the  late 
Marquis.  The  following  were  elected  vice-presi- 
dents : — Sir  Henry  Bunbury,  Bart.,  Mr.  R. -F.  Bris- 
towe,  C.C.,  Mr.  J.  Parker,  Mr.  E.  Whiskard,  and  Mr. 
F.  S.  Ireland  ;  the  chairman,  Mr.  Odden  F.  Read  ; 
vice-chairman,  Mr.  C.  Brown  ;  and  general  secre- 


tary, Mr.  William  Howlett,  were  all  re-elected. 
Mr.  H.  Webber  was  reappointed  local  secre- 
tary for  Mildenhall,  Mr.  A.  E.  Kemp  for  Bury 
St.  Edmund's,  and  Messrs.  George  Fitches  and 
James  Crocombe  for  Icklingham.  Mr.  G.  S. 
Peeling,  the  new  landlord  of  the  Bull,  Barton 
Mills,  was  appointed  a  local  secretary,  and  it  was 
decided  to  ask  Mr.  Gilbert,  of  Newmarket,  to  take 
the  place  of  Mr.  J.  Jeffery,  resigned.  The  following 
were  elected  a  committee  of  management : — Messrs. 
W.  E.  Land,  H.  R.  W.  Forster,  E.  H.  Bangs,  R. 
Rodrigo,  J.  W.  Challice,  J.  Jeffery,  W.  C.  Pell,  and 
A.  Adams,  and  it  was  arranged  to  have  their  names 
printed  on  the  cards  as  an  authority  for  them  to 
demand  production  of  tickets.  A  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  chairman  concluded  the  meeting. — Bury  and 
Norwich  Post. 


OPENING  OF  BROWN  TROUT  ANGLING 
IN  NORTH  OF  SCOTLAND. 


Brown  trout  angling  opened  in  the  North  of 
Scotland  on  Saturday,  Feb.  29,  the  fact  of  its  being 
Leap  Year  enabling  anglers  to  snatch  a  day,  as  it 
were,  out  of  the  calendar,  and  go  out  on  the  last 
day  of  February.  Unfortunately,  the  privilege 
proved  of  no  avail,  for  the  hills  and  valleys  were 
covered  with  snow,  in  some  pai-ts  quite  a  foot  deep, 
and  angling  for  brown  trout  was  out  of  the  question. 
Reports  from  all  over  the  counties  of  Caithness, 
Sutherland,  Ross,  and  Inverness  combine  in  show- 
ing that  the  spawning  season  on  the  lochs  and 
streams  was  one  of  the  best  within  living  memory. 
The  weather  was  open  and  genial,  while  there  was 
a  marked  absence  of  that  Hooding  and  boisterous 
weather  that  generally  disturbs  and  plays  havoc  on 
the  spawning  beds.  Looking  at  things  from  the 
present  standpoint,  it  would  seem  that  at  least  three 
weeks  must  elapse  before  anglers  for  brown  trout 
can  look  forward  to  any  degree  of  success  ;  but 
when  the  weather  once  settles  down,  those  best 
able  to  judge  predict  some  heavy  creels  and  good 
general  sport  when  fishing  begins  in  real  earnest  in 
the  early  days  of  April.  A.  R. 


FOX  TERRIER  CLUB  SHOW, 
BIRMINGHAM. 


The  Midland.  Railway  Company  gives  notice  that 
arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  convenient 
and  careful  transit  of  exhibits  to  and  from  the 
Show,  which  takes  place  on  March  11. 

Rates  in  no  case  exceed  those  charged  by  other 
routes,  and  can  be  obtained  at  the  various  stations 
on  the  line. 

Arrangements  will  also  be  made  for  the  return  of 
the  traffic  at  the  close  of  the  Show. 

The  company's  i-epresentative  will  be  at  the  Show 
to  answer  all  inquiries  with  regard  to  the  con- 
veyance of  traffic,  etc. 

Any  information  required  as  to  these  arrange- 
ments may  be  had  on  application  to  Mr.  J.  Mitchell, 
District  Superintendent,  Derby,  or  Mr.  J.  Elliott, 
Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Midland  Railway, 
Derby. 


THE  ANNUAL  LOCH  LEVEN 
COMPETITION. 

There  is  a  vacancy  in  the  list  of  clubs  forming 
the  National  Angling  Clubs  Association,  and  prefer- 
ence will  be  given  to  an  English  angling  club  willing 
to  send  a  representative  to  the  annual  competition 
to  be  held  on  Loch  Leven,  Kinross,  on  June  3  next. 
Applications  should  be  sent  to  the  honorary  secre- 
tary, Mr.  William  Gillies,  204,  West  George  Street, 
Glasgow,  who,  it  is  understood,  will  be  pleased  to 
give  any  information  wanted  regarding  the  associ- 
ation and  the  rules.  This  national  competition  has 
been  held  for  twenty-eight  years,  and  many  of  the 
leading  English  clubs  have  been  represented. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents, 
55  and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. : — 

20090.  Fishing.  H.  Kay,  10,  Portland-street, 
Soho,  and  O.  Grumpt,  44,  Howland-street,  Totten- 
ham Court-road,  both  in  London.  This  invention 
relates  to  rests  or  holders  for  fisliing-rods.  The 
handle  of  the  rod  is  placed  between  the  pivoted 
clamps  with  the  outer  part  of  the  rod  restino-  in  a 
fork  at  the  end  of  an  arm  pivoted  to  the  fixed"^arm. 
The  weight  of  the  rod  causes  a  similar  fork  at  the 
other  end  of  the  arm  to  engage  with  the  clamps, 
pressing  them  tightly  against  the  rod.  The  angle 
of  slope  can  be  adjusted  by  means  of  a  pin  and  a 
number  of  holes  in  the  arm. 
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BEWARE 


of  People  assuming:  and  tradingr  in  tlie  name 
of  Ogden.  HLVOID  disappointment  by 
dealing   at  the  old-establislied  shop. 


JAMES  OGDEN 


Durham  Ranger 


PRACTICAL  ANGLER,  AND  MANUFACTURER  OF 
EVERY  DESCRIPTION  OF  FISHING  TACKLE. 


Maker  of  High'Class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  Rods. 


The  Best  and  most  Artistic  Fly  Dressers  l<nown  are  in  the  employ  of  JAMES  OQDEN. 

Jas,  Ogden's  "Multum  in  ParYo"  Fly  Rod,  21/- 

A  BETTER  FLY  ROD  IS  BEYOND  THE  ART  OF  ROD  MAKING.   SENT  ON  APPROVAL  FOR  INSPECTION. 


IMPORTANT  CAUTION. 

The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  Fishing  Tackle  Business 


Telephone  27Y5. 


in  Cheltenham, 


Telegrams :  "James  Ogden.' 


ANDERSON'S  Bristol  Rubber  Co.,  L 

NO    CONNECTION    WITH    ANY    OTHER    FIRM    OF    A    SIMILAR  NAME. 

1908  FISHING  WADERS 


THE  OLD  BUSINESS 
-ESTABLISHED  1850- 
OVER  HALF  A  CENTURY 


&c. 


OUR  1908  WATERPROOF  FISHINC  STOCKINGS  &  TROUSERS. 

Improved  Shape.  Carefully  made  by  the  most  experienced  workers,  the  feet  made  on  our  special  New 
Lasts,  which  ensure  ease  and  comfort.    Every  pair  thoroughly  tested  before  leaving  our  Factory. 

STOCKINGS.  Trousers. 

No.  1.    Angola,  The  Best.    Recommended  for  constant  work'  32/6       50  - 

No.  9.    Tan  Stout  Twill  to  Twill,  extra  thick  proof,  for  hard  and  rough  wear     ..       27/6  45/- 
No.  S.    Tan  Stout  Twill,  sound  and  reliable,  for  medium  work       ..        ..        ..       21/-  35;'- 

No.  5.    Drab  Twill,  specially  good  value  at  the  price  ..        ..        ..        ..        ..        15/6'  25,,'- 

No.  7.    The  "  Featherweight,"  Malcom  &  Co. 's  Celebrated,  for  light  Summer  wear       21/-  37/6 

1908  FISHING  BROGUES.      1908    FISHING  SOCKS, 

For  wearini;  over  Waders  to  protect  them  from  sand  aiiJ  srrit. 

Best  quality,  natural  colour,  improved  make  ...    3/6  per  pair. 
Heather  Shades,  ordinary  make    2  6  ,,  ,, 

1908  FISHING  WATERPROOFS. 

The  "SOLWAY"  JACKETS,  21  -,  22  6.    Double  Te.Mture, 
25  -,  27  6. 

The  "  INVERCAULD,"  with  Cape  Ventilation,  49/6.  hong 
Coat,  63/- 

The  ".CILLIN"  COAT.     A  fine  garment  for  Scotch  Loch 

Fishing,  tVc,  75,,  - 
The  "PONCHO"  COAT,  to  slip  on  over  the  head.  Excellent 

for  boat  work,  23,  9  and  31/6. 
BOAT  FISHING  OVERALL  TROUSERS,  24  6perpair. 
BOAT  FISHING  OVERALL  SKIRTS,  21  -  and  23  6  each. 
"ANYWEATHER"  HATS,  well  ventilated,  6  6  each. 
LADIES'     FISHING     COSTUMES.     Jackets,  31  6; 
Skirts,  21/- 


No.  2.  THE  "SPEYSiDE"  BROGUES,  made  of  superior 
canvas  and  best  quality  leather,  with  aand-prot)t  tongues  and 
patent  Metal  Fastenings,  unaffected  by  the  water,  superior 
quality  throughout,  the  most  practical  Brogue  made— recom- 
mended for  hard,  constant  wear.  Price  30/-  per  pair.  Size 
13's,  32/6. 

No.  3.  The  "ESKDALE"  BROGUES,  a  somewhat  lighter 
l)ut  thoroughly  reliable  brogue  intended  for  medium  work,  with 
sand-proof  tongues  and  good  leather  strapping.  Price  25/6 
per  pair.    Size  13's,  27/6. 

No.  ,'').  The  "SUREFOOT"  BROGUES,  a  Shoe  Brogue, 
made  of  super  canvas  and  best  quality  leather,  with  thick  Felt 
Soles  and  Hobbed  Leather  Heels,  which  give  a  sure  footing 
on  slippery  rocks,  &c.    Price  24/6  per  pair.    Size  13's,  27/-. 

No.  6.  The  "SCOT"  BROGUES,  a  Shoe  Brogue,  made  of 
India  Rubber,  for  medium  work.    Price  12  6  per  pair. 

No.  7.  The  "FEATHERWEIGHT"  BROGUES,  a  very 
light  India  Rubber  Shoe  Brogue,  with  our  Registered  Non-Slip 
Soles  for  use  with  the  "Featherweight"  Waders  for  light 
summer  work.    Price  13/6  per  pair. 


LONDON- 
IS,  QUEEN  STREET,  CHEAPSIDE,  E.G. 
3,  GREEN  STREET,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.G. 


BRISTOL 

9,  10,  13,   HIGH  STREET. 


ractory  ROPEWALK  RUBBER   WORKS,   ST.   PAUL'S,  BRISTOL. 


ORDER  DIRECT  FROM  ANY  OF  ABOVE,  or,  il  preferred,  through  your  Tailor,  OuHitter,  Bootmaker,  or  Fishing  Tackle  Dealer.     ALL  WHOLESALE  AND  EXPORT  ORDERS  DIRECT  TO  BRISTOL. 
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Jottings  by  the  Way. 

Flowers  of  the  Spring  daffodils 

That  come  before  the  swallow  dare,  and  take 
The  winds  of  March  with  beauty;  violets  dim. 
But  sweeter  than  the  lids  of  Jtmo's  eyes 
Or  Cytherea's  breath. 

— Shakespeare. 


British  Sea  Ang-lers'  Society. 

Mr.  Alfred  Powell  read  a  paper  before  the 
members  iind  friends  of  the  above  society  on 
Wednesday  evening,  March  4,  entitled  "  Do  Salmon 
Feed  in  Fresh  Water  ?  "  A  most  interesting  dis- 
cussion followed,  some  account  of  which  will  appear 
in  our  next  issue. 


What's  in  a  Name  ? 

"  My  name  is  Nor\-al ;  "  very  well ;  wh.y,  come  on 
to  the  stage  and  e.xclaim,  "  My  norm  is  Naval  ?  " 
This  "intro"  is  necessary  only  to  say  that  the 
'"comp."  in  transcribing  the  writing  of  one  of  the 
ablest  sscretariea  of  any  angliag  club — to  wit,  the 
hon.  Sdc.  of  the  "Gresham" — translated  it  as 
follows  :  "  The  annual  general  meeting  .  .  .  the 
Right  Hon.  Lord  George  Hamilton  was  re-elected 
president,  and  Sir  E.  Birkbeck,  Major  the  Hon. 
E.  R.  Bourke,  R.  B.  Marston,  Esq.,  and  Mark 
Davies,  Esq.,  again  elected  as  vice-presidents.  Two 
new  honorary  members  were  added  to  the  list — 
A.  C.  Bojwell,  Esq.,  and  H.  T.  Sheringham,  Esq." 
•  *  »  » 

Now  Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham,  angling  editor  of  the 
Field,  has  "  no  complaints,"  he  is  spelled  correctly; 
but  Mr.  Arthur  C.  Bonsall,  editor  of  the  Shooting 
Times  and  British  Sportsman,  were  added  to  the  roll 
of  honour  as  an  appreciation  of  their  good  services 
in  the  cause  of  angling — and  right  proud  am  I  to 
see  their  names  inscribed  in  the  same  list  as 
"  Dragnet."  Pardon,  Mr.  "  Boswell."  I.  have  seen 
in  print  that  Boswell  wrote  the  life  of  Ben  Jonson  ! 
It  was  not  our  Bonsall. 


By  the  way,  I  hear  that  one  of  the  oldest  inns  of 
the  City,  the  "Ben  Jonson"  in  Shoe  Lane,  and  the 
home  since  its  inception  of  the  Lychnobite  Angler, 
is  to  close  its  doors  at  the  end  of  the  present  week. 
It  has  been  licensed  for  upwards  of  three  hundred 
years,  and  tradition  says  that  the  playwright  was 
in  the  habit  of  sitting  in  meditation  beneath  a  tree 
which  formerly  stood  in  front  of  it.  Mr.  Chaplais, 
the  retiring  landlord,,  preserves  the  original  sign- 
board, which  bears  a  weirdly-painted  portrait  of 
Ben  Jonson. 


Death  of  "Jim"  Coxen. 

Tom  AtTGER  writes  (March  6):  "A  great  many 
anglers  who  fish  the  Thames  will  be  very  sorry  to 
hear  of  the  sudden  death  of  "Jim"  Coxen  for 
many  years  a  professional  fisherman  of  Twicken- 
ham. I  have  just  called  in  at  the  Queen's  Head 
Hotel  and  have  seen  the  flowers — a  wreath  from 
the  Anglo-French  Piscatorial  Society,  a  cross  from 
many  sympathisers,  and  his  creel  and  rod  from  the 
Francis  Francis  Anglers,  of  which  he  was  club  pro- 
fessional fisherman." 


Mr.  Angerson's  34]lh.  Pike. 

In  our  issue  of  Feb.  22  Mr.  Angerson  was  asked 
to  respond  to  a  question  put  to  him  by  the  editor. 
The  Bristol  Evening  News  has  devoted  columns  of 
its  paper  as  to  "how,  when,  and  where  it  was 
captured,"  but  the  last  we  have  heard  of  it  is  from 
the  same  paper  in  "  Answers  to  Correspondents, 
by  "  The  Gentle  "  :— 

"  Pro  Bono  Publico  "  (Kingswood). — The 

controversy  is  closed,  but  I  appreciate  your 

thanks,  and  will  convey  the  same  to  Mr.  Geo. 

Wat  hen  and  "  Fairplay." 


Close  of  the  Coarse  Fishing  Season. 

Sunday,  March  8,  will  be  the  last  Sunday  open 
to  anglers  who  fish  the  Thames  and  many  other 
rivers,  but  the  Lea  may  be  fished  for  three  more 
Sundays — March  15,  22,  and  29.  The  close  time  is, 
under  the  "  Mundella  Act,"  fiom  March  16  to 
June  15  inclusive,  which  means  that  you  cannot 
fish  the  Thames  on  Sunday,  March  15.  From 
latest  information  1  hear  that,  considering  t!ie 
snow,  rain,  floods,  and  gales  which  we  have  endured 
for  the  last  twelve  days  (aad  nights),  that  the  waters 
are  in  very  fair  condition  for  those  who  want  to 
wind  up  the  few  remaining  days. 


I  don't 
wrote :— - 


Dinna  Forget. 

remember  the  name  of 


the  author  who 


"  We  can  live  without  love — 

What  is  love  but  repining; 
But  show  me  the  man 

Who  can  live  without  dining  !  " 

Lest  we  forget,  I  may  mention  that  anglers  will 
be  able  to  indulge  in  a  few  banquets  and  feasts. 
On  March  9  the  Fly-Fishers'  Club,  at  the  Hotel 
Metropole;  March  10,  City  of  London  Piscatorials, 
at  Mason's  Hall  Tavern ;  March  1 1,  the  B.S.  A.S.,  at 
the  Hotel  Cecil ;  March  12,  the  Sussex  Piscatorials, 
at  Brighton;  March  13  To  be  continued. 


Lost  and  Found. 

Mr.  H.  Boning  writes  from  Great  Yarmouth: — 
"  Live-baiting  for  pike  amongst  the  holes  and  reeds 
on  the  Karton  Turf  side  of  Barton  Broad,  1  had  a 
cuiious  experience.  One  of  •  Three  Men  in  a  Boat ' 
(haihng,  I  believe,  from  Norwich)  fistiing  near  me, 
had  a  run  with  a  large  fish,  which  '  broke  him  up  ' 
after  a  few  seconds'  play.  Not  more  than  ten 
minutes  afterwards  1  started  fishing  about  100  yards 
on  their  left,  and  as  soon  as  my  bait  touched  the 
water  it  disappeared  with  a  rush.  I  struck  at 
once,  and  after  about  four  minutes'  play,  gaiied  a 
beautifully  clean,  short,  thick  tish,  which  turned  the 
scale  at  201b.  Ooz.  (Great  Yarmouth  Piscatorial 
Society  verified),  and  on  examination  found  a  trace 
and  line  hanging  out  of  his  jaws.  On  showing  the 
fish  to  the  occupants  of  the  other  boat  I  lound  the 
trace  and  line  were  the  ones  lost,  as  described, 
gave  them  the  trace,  but  was  not  generous  enough 
to  hand  over  the  fish.  I  am  as.iing  you  to  publish 
this  to  show  the  Norwich  angler  (whose  name 
do  not  know)  what  he  lost." 


An  Appreciation. 

My  dear  Dragnet,  as  onward  we  journey  through 
life, 

We  are  bound  to  encounter  some  trouble  and 
strife. 

For  instance,  sometimes  when  out  fishing  we  go, 
The  wind  from  the  east  will  unceasingly  blow  ; 
Or  perhaps  when  we've  pulled  out  some  ipiles 

irom  the  land 
We're  attacked  by  a  feeling  we  cannot  withstand ; 
Or  perhaps  at  our  favourite  swim  we  arrive 
And  discover  some  other  chap's  been  there  since 

five ; 

Or  perhaps  when  to  lunch  we  sit  down— pleasant 
task — 

Find  we've  packed  lots  of  soda — -but  left  out  our 
flask  ; 

Or  perhaps — but  a  truce  to  this  grumbling,  say  I, 
There's  a  bright,  side  to  everything  under  the  sky. 
And  I'm  sure  everyone  will  agree  when  I  say 
That  'tis  found  in  the  "Jottings"  you  do  "by 
the  way."  •   — Robebt  Stanley. 


A  Fine  Perch. 

A  PERCH  of  21b.  12|oz.  was  caught  this  week  by 
one  of  the  members  of  the  Watford  Piscators  whilst 
pike  fishing.  It  took  a  roach  on  snap  tackle.  The 
day's  sport  included  ten  pike,  the  largest  101b.,  the 
smallest  41b. 


An  Artificial  Live-bait. 

Probably  more  mechanical  ingenuity  has  been 
expended  on  artificial  spinning-baits  than  on  any 
other  form  of  tackle  used  by  anglers.  The 
Oesterreichische  Fischerei-Zeitung  describes  an 
artificial  live-bait  (if  one  may  be  allowed  to  use 
such  a  term)  recently  patented  in  Germany  by  a 
German  lady  and  gentleman.  It  consists  of  a 
small  hollow  fish  stamped  out  of  tin,  with  a  tail 
shaped  like  the  screw  propeller  of  a  steamer.  This 
screw  is  set  in  motion  by  means  of  a  shaft  and 
bevel  -  gearing  inside  the  fish,  the  motive  power 
being  either  electricity  or  compressed  air.  It  may 
even  be  supplied  by  a  small  windmill  attached  to 
the  float,  for  the  apparatus  is  intended,  not  for 
spinning  or  trolling,  but  for  use  with  ordinary  float- 
tackle  in  the  same  way  as  the  natural  live-bait. 
When  the  blades  of  the  screw  are  set  in  motion,  the 
small  tin  fish  darts  to  and  fro  and  round  and  round 
in  the  most  lifelike  manner.  It  will  "  work  "  longer 
and  harder  than  the  liveliest  of  Thames  dace,  can 
be  used  over  and  over  again,  and  does  away  with 
the  necessity  for  a  bait-can. 


Anglers'  Conference. 

ON'Saturday,  Fob.  29,  there  was  held  at  the  Fox 
Hotel,  Victoria-street,  Manchester,  an  open  con- 
ference of  anglers  from  this  district.  The  leading 
item  for  discussion  was  that  of  holding  an  exhibi- 
tion in  Manchester  this  year  of  mounted  fish,  chal- 
lenge trophies,  etc.  All  the  lending  associations 
were  invited  to  send  deputations  to  the  meeting, 
and  of  these  the  Bolton,  Warrington,  Openshaw, 
and  Stockport  responded.  An  important  council 
of  the  Northern  Anglers'  Association,  at  Wigan, 
kept  their  general  secretary  from  attending.  The 
County  Palatine  Anglers'  Association  wrote  de- 
clining to  be  represented,  and  no  reply  was  received 
from  the  West  Salford,  Farnworth,  and  Wigan 
Associ  ations. 

*  »  *  * 

It  was  unanimously  agreed  that  such  an  exhibi- 
tion was  desirable,  but  as  thosi  attending  the 
meeting  did  not  come  authorised'  to  pledge  them- 
selves to  any  course  of  action,  the  meeting  was 
adjourned  until  March  14.  In  the  meantime,  the 
various  associations  will  be  consulted,  and  probably 
oflicial  delegates  appointed.  At  the  adjourned 
meeting,  which  will  be  an  open  one,  any  club  can 
sand  delegates  and  any  interested  angler  can  attend. 
Mr.  S.  F.  Lawley,  17,  Lynwood  Avenue,  Whalley 
Range,  Manchester,  is  the  hon.  secretary  pro  tern. 
The  last  exhibition  was  the  effort  of  one  "club,  and 
attracted  some  250  entries.  A  united  district  effort 
should  be  a  great  success. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Duprey  has  again  been  agonising 
overj  "  Limericks,"  and  sends  tha  following  to 
"  Dragnet  "  : — 

There  was  a  young  man  of  Dunbar 
Who  fished  from  a  pier  with  his  pa ; 
But  as  flounders  and  skate 
Wouldn't  look  at  their  bait 
They  left  and  took  bass  at  the  bar. 

There  was  an  old  party  of  Brussels  . 
Who  floated  his  Wickhams  for  mussels; 

But  his  paraffined  flies  » 

Never  caused  them  to  rise, 
Which  surprised  this  old  party  of  Brussels. 


The  Midland  Railway  Company  have  just  issued  ■ 
the  1908  edition  of  their  "Pocket-book  of  Shows, 
Fairs,  and  Sporting  Fixtures."  This  handy  little 
volume  of  180  pages  contains  a  complete  list  of 
agricultural,  etc.,  shows,  cattle  and  sheep  fairs  and 
sales,  racing,  cricket,  and  other  sporting  fixtures 
arranged  for  1908,  supplemented  by  useful  informa- 
tion relating  to  the  various  classes  of  traffic  carried 
by  the  company  and  tlieir  facilities  for  dealing  with 
it.  Any  Midland  Station-master  or  District  Superin- 
tendent will  supply  a  copy  free  on  application. 


The  Complete  Angler. 

The  day  is  done,  its  hours  are  run. 
Fast  sinking  is  the  summer  sun ; 
A  lover  with  a  maid,  alone, 
Beside  a  silver  stream. 

Philomel  far — to  the  bright  star. 
Sings  songs  like  lamentations  are ; 
And  man  with  Cupid's  dart  makes  war 
Beside  the  silver  stream. 

And  to  reposo — droops  the  red  rose. 
While  the  deep  river  passing  flows; 
Time  and  the  tide  for  ever  goes 
Beside  the  silver  stream. 

— A.  Tiller. 


the 


Cheaper  to  Buy  Them  Direct. 

Angler's  Wife  :  "  Yes,  my  dear,  this  is 
second  time  that  he's  taken  a  feather  out  of  my 
hat  to  dress  his  wretched  flies  with.  But  I  told 
him  flatly  I  wouldn't  stand  it  any  longer.  And 
now  I  shall  insist  on  his  buying  me  a  new  hat." — 
Oesterreichische  Fischerei-Zeitung. 


A  Watery  Subject. 

'  The  Mick  "  one  day  halted  at  the  top  of  the 
river  bank,  when  a  man,  famous  for  his  inquisitive 
mind,  stopped  and  asked,  "How  long  have  you 
hauled  water  for  the  village,  my  good  man  ? " 
"  Tin  years,  sor."  "  Ah  !  How  many  load:  do  you 
take  in  a  day  ?  "  "From  tin  to  fifteen,  sor."  "  Ah, 
yes  !  Now  1  have  a  problem  for  you.  How  much 
water,  at  this  rate,  have  you  hauled  in  all,  sir  ?  " 
The  driver  of  the  water  cart  jerked  his  thumb  back- 
wards towards  the  river  and  replied,  "All  the 
wather  you  don't  see  there  now,  sor." 


Cheap  Fish. 

A  CORRESPONDENT  of  the  Deutsche  Fischerei- 
Zeitung  draws  attention  to  a  rather  neat  dodge 
employed  by  certain  German  railway  officials  at 
the  expense  of  a  number  of  German  fishmongers, 
An  order  for  fish  is  sent  from  a  fictitious  address, 
and  these  are  duly  despatched  by  the  unsuspect.ng 
dealer.  On  their  arrival  at  the  nearest  railw'ay 
station  the  officials  naturally  fail  to  identify  the 
consignee,  and  the  fish  have  to  be  sold  at  ridiculous 
prices  in  order  to  prevent  tliem  from  becoming  a 
total  loss.  Then  the  German  railway  porters,  etc., 
revel  in  a  cheap  fish-supper.  Dragnet. 


I 


March  7,  1908 


ProyiftGial  flftglitig  Notes. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  trout  fishing  season  on  the  Severn  opened  on 
Monday  last,  but  from  the  present  outlook  no 
promise  of  good  sport  looks  like  coming  to  hand. 
We  have  had  rain,  snow,  wind,  and,  in  fact,  all 
kinds  of  varieties  of  meteorological  change  . 
Some  of  our  members  who  we  e  out  bye-contest 
fishing  on  Sunday  last  wihed  they  had 
remained  at  home,  as  sport  was  very  in- 
diiferent,  and  in  many  instances  only  one  or  two 
prizes  were  taken — ^^during  the  middle  portion  of 
the  day  we  had  a  snowstorm,  which  made  fishing 
very  uncomfortable.  During  last  week  we  had  a 
few  hours'  nice  weather,  which  some  of  our  anglers 
made  the  most  of,  and  met  with  fair  eport.  A  grand 
roach  of  "21b.  was  taken  from  the  Severn,  and  a 
perch  of  2flb.  was  also  taken  from  the  same  river. 
The  latter  fish  is  being  set  up.  The  Railway  Hotel 
water  on  the  Avon  at  Defford  has  yielded  some 
good  pike.  Fish  of  61b.  have  been  numerous,  but 
the  best  f  sh  was  one  of  141b.,  taken  by  Mr.  W. 
Payne.  Roach  fishing  on  this  river  has  been  fairly 
good,  and  a  nice  bream  of  5|lb.  was  taken  at 
t  inton  on  Feb.  26  by  a  member  of  the  Criterion 
Club,  who  rent  a  portion  of  the  river  here.  A 
number  of  small  piKe  have  been  taken  irom  ihe 
Lichfield  Canal  by  the  aid  of  the  spoon  bait ;  901b. 
of  good  pike  were  taken  from  the  Blythe  in  a 
private  portion  of  the  river  by  Mr.  H.  Shorthouse 
with  live  bait.  The  new  Victory  Club,  held  at  the 
Malt  Shovel,  Highgate-road,  have  had  a  £12  silver 
cup  presented  to  them  for  competition  by  their 
host,  Mr.  C.  Lea.  The  cup  will  be  fished  for  at 
Upton-on-Sevem  on  Aug.  16  next.  On  Saturday, 
March  7,  Mr.  J.  Gorriil.  the  president  of  the 
Sheffield  Anglers'  Association,  will  lecture  at  the 
Hearts  of  Oak  Society,  the  Crown  Hotel,  Station- 
street,  Birmingham,  on  fresh-water  fish  and  the 
relation  of  weeds  to  them,  illustrated  with  lantern 
slides.  All  anglers  invited.  A  collection  will  be 
made  on  behalf  of  the  Birmingham  Anglers'  Bene- 
volent Society.  The  balance-sheet  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Angling  Association  shows*that  the  sum  of 
£2.57  9s.  lid.  lays  in  the  bank  to  their  credit.  Nine 
new  branches  have  been  made  during  the  past  year, 
and  the  numerical  strength  is  7366. 


FRCM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  unfavourable  weather  recently  experienced 
has  militated  against  successful  sport  on  the  Fen 
waters,  most  of  which,  however,  have  been  running 
in  capital  condition  for  operations  among- 1  both 
roach  and  pike.  Every  tine  day  now  brings  out 
more  than  an  average  number  of  anglers  who  are 
anxious  to  make  most  of  the  short  period  before 
the  sport  will  be  compulsoiily  closured  for  a  time. 
So  far  as  the  Witham  is  concerned,  by  far  the 
better  sport  amongst  the  red  fins  has  been  had 
on  the  lower  reaches,  and  on  the  famous  swims 
at  Chapel  Hill,  especially  where  the  Sleaford  river 
joins  the  main  stream,  some  capital  bags  have  been 
made.  One  individual  lot  weighed  181b.,  the  best 
fish  scaling  1  o^oz.  Some  wonderfully  fine  roach  have 
been  taken  from  the  Beliwater  drain,  inclnding  a 
monster  of  21b.  4ioz.  At  all  points  of  the  Witham 
trolling  has  been  prosecuted  with  considerable 
success,  but  big  pike  have,  with  one  or  two  excep- 
tions, fought  shy  of  the  dainty  baits  offered. 
To  the  Forty-foot  belongs  the  credit  of  yielding 
one  of  the  best  specimens  this  week,  namely, 
a  10  -  pounder,  taken  with  an  artificial  bait 
(a  Wagtail  Spinner)  below  Bicker  Fen.  Several 
other  fish,  varying  from  31b!  to  51b.,  have  been 
accounted  for,  and  one  rod  killed  two  and  a  half 
brace  in  two  hours,  entirely  with  the  spoon.  Sport 
amongst  the  red  fins,  both  on  the  Forty-foot  and 
Glen,  is  just  now  fairly  good,  and  perch  continue 
to  be  taken  freely  with  the  worm. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Owing  to  the  winterlike  conditions  which  have 
prevailed  trout  fishing  has  not  been  much  followed, 
and  with  the  exception  of  a  few  odd  fish,  taken 
with  the  worm,  nothing  ha^  been  attempted. 
Trout  fishing  on  the  Kent  commenced  on  March  4. 
Opening  prospects  for  the  lake  are  not  bright. 
News  reached  Kendal  last  week-end  of  the  death  of 
Mr.  Rawdon  Lee,  the  kennel  editor  of  the  Field. 
Mr.  Lee  was  well  known  to  the  older  anglers  in  this 
neighbourhood,  for  he  fished  our  local  streams  from 
boyhood  until  he  left  Kendal  to  take  up  the  above 
position  in  London. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

An  important  council  meeting  of  ang'ers  was 
held  in  Wigan  on  Saturday  last.  The  projected 
trip  to  Broadland  at  Easter  is  not  yet  definitely 
settled.  Ea-ter  is  late  this  year — fully  a  month 
into  the  close  season ;  but  yet  eight  pri?  es  arc 
oflered — all  for  coarse  fish.  It  is  hoped  that  such 
an  unsportsmanlike  baptism  of  a  new  venture  will 
not  be  carried  out  by  Lancashire  anglers.  The  New 
Year  Book,  issued  by  the  Warrington  association,  is 
a  highly  creditable  record  and  prospectus  of  their 
work.  The  weather  has  simply  ruined  our  rivtrs  for 
the  present. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

On  Saturday  last  two  important  meetings  were  held 
in  this  city — one  is  reported  fully  in  another  cclumn, 
the  other  was  not  of  such  general  interest,  but  will 
serve  a  useful  purpose  in  bringing  the  anglers  of  the 
district  together  to  further  the  interests  of  angling. 
Next  Wednesday  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  club-room  of 
the  Buckland  will  be  full  to  do  honour  to  Mr. 
Johnson,  one  of  the  few  veteran  anglers  who  connect 
the  past  with  the  present  race  of  city  anglers.  The 
Twenty  Club  transferred  to  their  waters  on  March  3 
two  hundred  two-j'ear-old  trout  in  good  condition. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  has  again  been  unfavourable  for 
angling,  and  very  few  anglers  appear  to  have 
patronis  d  the  various  reaches  of  the  Trent,  which, 
as  regards  weight,  has  fluctuated  daily.  At  the 
period  of  writing  the  colour  of  the  river  was  a 
dirty  brown,  and  in  this  general  fish,  at  this  period 
of  the  season,  rarely  feed.  It  is  associated  with 
the  waters  of  the  Derbyshire  Derwent.  News  is 
very  scarce  for  the  week.  Mr.  H.  Briggs  informs 
me  that  at  intervals  he  has  taken  roach,  bream,  and 
chub  with  paste  on  Mr.  J.  Webster's  stretch  at 
Wilford.  His  biggest  chub  was  one  of  SJlb. ;  two 
others  weighed  51b.  None  of  the  bream  ran  large. 
Last  Saturday,  at  Fiskerton  and  East  Stoke,  Mr. 
E.  H.  Birks  and  Mr.  W.  Page,  of  the  City  *Wel- 
lington  Society,  secured  seventeen  roach  with  the 
brandling  worm.  Fish  of  the  same  species  were  also 
taken  by  Mr.  F.  Flewitt,  Mr.  F.  Menzing,  and  Mr. 
W.  Charlton.  But  as  to  the  weather  "experienced — 
well,  it  was  sin.ply  ex€  crable.  I  was  out  at  Wilford 
and  got  pietty  nearly  drenched.  A  few  pike  are 
lept  rted  to  have  been  caught  at  Weston  Cliff  (pool 
and  basin)  and  Shardlow.  A  brace  of  beauties  were 
recently  landed  in  private  waters  apart  from  the 
river,  by  Mr.  H.  Motteram,  of  our  local  university, 
and  Mr.  T.  Barnett. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  old  adage,  "  Never  come  March,  never  come 
winter,"  is  being  verified  this  year,  for  we  are  having 
some  wretchedly  bad  weather — hail,  rain,  snow,  and 
sharp  frosts  at  night,  and  the  cold  intense.  On 
March  1  a  lew  pike  fishermen  were  out,  but  we  only 
heard  of  three  fish  being  taken,  one  of  them  10|lb. 
The  trout  season  commenced  yesterday,  but  we 
could  not  hear  of  one  sportsman  that  had  gone  out 
to  try  his  luck,  and  with  the  snow-water  in  the 
streams,  no  sport  may  be  expected  for  some  little 
tirre.  The  St.  John's  Club  held  their  annual  meeting 
at  headquarters,  the  Bell  Inn,  St.  John's,  on  Mon- 
day, March  2,  the  pres  dent,  Mr.  John  Stokes,  in 
the  chair.  There  was  a  large  attendance  of  mem- 
bers. Th""  hon.  sec,  Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs,  laid  before  the 
meeting  his  statement  of  accounts  and  balance 
sheet  lor  the  past  year,  which  were  of  a  most  satis- 
factory character,  proving  the  club  to  be  numeri- 
cally and  financially  in  a  sound-  condition.  The 
president,  Mr.  John  Stokes,  the  vice-presidents, 
Messrs.  C.  James,  C.  Denley,  R.  Morris,  T.  Tomkin- 
son,  ar,d  Captain  R.  P.  Robinson  were  re-elected. 
The  Committee  were  also  re-elected  and  also  the 
auditors.  Mr.  F.  Maclean  was  appointed  delegate 
to  the  Provincial  Angling  Association,  and  Mr.  R. 
Fisher  and  Mr.  Maclean  were  appointed  delegates 
to  the  Worcpster  and  District  LTnited  Angling 
Association.  The  annual  dinner  and  distribution 
of  prises  was  fixed  for  March  12.  A  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chairman  closed  the  meeting. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Fine  weather  has  put  in  an  appearance  at  last, 
and  sport  has  exhibited  an  all  round  improvement. 
Salmon  appear  to  be  arriving  in  better  numbers 
in  all  the  principal  rivers,  and  those  waters  are  now 
in  good  angling  order.  Sea  angling  has  been 
resumed  at  several  places  on  the  Atlantic  coast, 
and  good  sport  is  again  being  had  at  many  places 
at  pollack.  Last  week,  in  the  King's  Bench  Division, 
judgment  was  given  in  favour  of  the  defendant  in 
the  case  of  Hosford  v.  Hewson.  In  this  case  an 
application  was  made  for  a  writ  of  certiorari  to 
quash  a  decision  of  the  chairman  and  justices  of 
the  Rathkeale  Quarter  Sessions,  reversing  on  appeal 
a  decision  of  the  magistrates  sitting  at  Askeaton 
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Petty  Sessions,  who  had  imposed  a  fine  of  twenty- 
one  shillings  on  Gilbert  Hewson,  of  Askeaton,  for  a 
breach  of  the  Fisheries  Acts — namely,  that  he,  aa 
owner  of  a  river  or  water  course  at  Askeatfjn, 
neglected  to  place  gratings  on  the  river  in  com- 
pliance with  the  Act  of  Parliament.  The  prosecutor 
was  Mr.  E.  H.  P.  Hosford,  Clerk  to  the  Fishery  Con- 
servators. The  Court  now  affirmed  the  decision  of  the 
County  Court  Judge,  but  made  no  order  as  to  costs. 
At  the  Cork  Police  Court,  last  week,  three  men 
were  prosecuted  at  the  suit  of  Mr.  E.  .1.  Brennan, 
Inspector  of  Fisheries,  for  having  on  Feb.  17,  at  the 
Brickfields,  in  the  River  I^ee,  used  a  drift  net  hav- 
ing meshes  of  greater  dimensions  than  2.1  inches, 
from  knot  to  knot.  The  defendants  were  each 
fined  £5. 

North  of  Ireland. 
On  the  rivers  open  and  those  which  opened  on  the 
1st  inst.  there  has  been  little  sport,  their  swollen 
state  precluding  everything  save  the  bait.  The 
annual  meeting — the  twentieth — of  the  Belfast 
Anglers'  Association  was  to  have  been  held  on  the 
evening  of  the  «th  inst.,  in  the  fioyal  Hotel,  Belfast. 
The  annual  dinner  of  the  Ulster  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion will  be  held  in  the  Cafe  Royal,  Belfast,  on  the 
evening  of  St.  Patrick's  Day. 

Belfast. 

The  remainder  of  the  rivers  in  this  locality  and 
the  Belfast  Water  Commissioners'  reservoir  opened 
on  March  1  under  the  most  unfavourable  circum- 
stances, snow  lying  thickly  on  the  ground,  a  very 
stiti  norther  blowing,  and  the  rivers  full  of  snow- 
water. Under  the  circumstances,  fly-fishing  was 
almost  impossible,  and  bait  fishers  did  not  do  much 
with  the  wriggler.  Mr.  Willi^im  Hoey  opened  the 
season  on  Lough  Mourne  by  killing  a  very  fine  4.Vlb. 
rainbow  on  the  minnow.  The  rod-holders  of  the 
Anti  im  Road  basin  will  not  open  their  subscription 
water  for  some  weeks. 

Cork. 

At  a  committee  meeting  of  the  Cork  Anglers' 
Association  last  week  (Mr.  S.  Haynes  presiding),  the 
following  resolution  was  pa  sed: — "That  the 
honorary  secretary  be  directed  to  write  to  Alder- 
man Joyce,  M.P.,  with  the  view  of  getting  him  to 
introduce  a  clause  in  the  Irish  Fisheries  Bill, 
whereby  all  anglers  shall  be  entitled  to  an  open  day 
every  week  during  the  fishing  season,  on  any  river 
whose  board  of  conservators  receive  a  public  grant 
from  the  Department."  A  similar  resolution  was 
passed  at  the  recent  annual  meeting,  and  copie.-; 
were  directed  to  be  forwarded  to  the  vice-president 
and  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  A 
resolution  of  thanks  was  also  passed  to  Mr.  Mahony 
for  the  offer  of  ponds  and  grounds  for  the  forma- 
tion of  a  trout  hatchery. 


^ofcs  from  fl)c  ^odI> 

The  keepers  at  Balmoral  are  expecting  the  Prince 
of  Wales  to  fish  the  Dee  at  the  end  of  this  month. 
The  Prince  will  not  occupy  Balmoral,  but  a  house 
in  the  grounds  nicely  appointed  with  this  end  in 
view.   

With  fresh  weather  there  will  be  plenty  of  fish, 
and  by  the  end  of  the  month  things  will  stirely  be 
quite  different  from  what  they  have  been  for  the 
past  three  or  four  weeks. 


Again  the  soiis  of  the  North  pay  toU  with  their 
lives  in  their  country's  cause.  Tlie  Hon.  D.  Forbes- 
Sempill,  D.S.O.,  has  fallen  at  the  hands  of  the 
Zakka  Khels,  and  Donside  mourns  his  loss  deeply. 
He  was  a  brave  soldier  and  a  sportsman  of  the  first 
order.   

Mr.  Heave  .  has  gained  his  right-of-way  case,  and 
will  no  longer  be  disturbed  by  trespassers  near  his 
Aboyne  Dee  water.   

The  trouting  season  opened  on  Saturday,  Feb.  29, 
this  year  being  leap  year  ;  but  owing  to  the  un- 
certainty of  the  date,  very  few  anglers  were  out,  and 
the  weather  on  Monday  was  of  the  very  worst 
description. 


The  Ythan  and  Ugie  opened  on  Feb.  25.  An 
Aberdeen  angler  had  a  good  basket  on  the  EUon 
Castle  waters  of  the  Ythan,  but  no  salmon. 
Anglers  on  the  Ugie  had  a  fair  start.  Both  streams 
are  open  or  ticket  waters. 


The  Dee  is  about  dead  summer  level,  but  it  will 
come  down  in  flood  with  the  first  fresh.  Meantime, 
sport  is  almost  a  minus  quantity.  Captain  Quintin 
Dick  had  two  on  Woodend  on  Feb.  29,  and 
Mrs.  Lain  three  on  Inchmarlo  on  Feb.  27,  while 
one  or  two  other  stragglers  make  up  the  sum  total 
for  the  week.   

The  Spey  is  not  a  whit  better,  one  or  two  being 
grassed  on  the  duke's  water,  and  the  same  on  the 
Carron  House  section.  Special  Scotch. 
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IMarch  7,  1908 


The  Only 
Effbctivb 

NSECT 
REPELLER 


Ifhich  Is  NOT  CKEASY. 
'NON-POISONOUS,  PERFECTLY 
IRMLESS,  EASILY  APPLIED, 
pleasant  and  refreshing  to  use 


Prepared  hy 

FRANK  A.  ROGERS,  327,  Oxford  St.,  W 


PIKE.      ROACH.  PERCH. 

GOOD  FREE  FISHING 

THE  BEST  THREE  MILES  ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommodation.  Punts,  Baits, 
&o.,  always  ready.  Reasonable  charges. 
Home  Comforts.    Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARD,  HOLYWELL  FERRY.  HUNTS. 


SOUTH  DEVON. 

Apartments  To  Let. 

1  minute  from  River  Dart.  2  miles 
private  fishing.  Good  for  Salmon  and 
Trout. — Apply, 

MRS.  BEARD, 

Northwood,  Buckfastleigh. 


NEWFOUNDLAND. 

THE  BUNGALOW  GRAND  LAKE. 


Excellent  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing, 

Also  Caribou  Shooting.  Boats,  Tents, 
Guides,  &c.,  provided. — Apply,  J.  R. 
Whitakee,  Rain  worth,  Mansfield,  Notts. 


TROUT  FARM 


WANTED   TO  BUY 

About  five  acres  of  land  suitable  for 
Fish  Culture,  with  house,  on  the  Test  or 
other  trout  river.  Must  have  good  fall, 
not  subject  to  flood. — Tulloch,  170, 
Victoria  Street,  S.W. 

LOUGH  MELVIN,  IRELAND. 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

Furnished  House  to  Let 

at  Garrison,  the  well-known  flsliing  centre. 
Three  sitting  rooms,  eife'ht  beiirooms,  servants' 
rooms,  w.c,  s'abling,  &c.  Plate,  linen,  and 
attendance  if  reqnired. — Apply,  P.  TlMONBY, 
Garrison,  Belleek,  Co.,  Fennanaf^h. 

TROUT  FISHING. 

Exceptional  Opportunity. 

ONE  ROD  TO    BE  LET 

on  two  miles  of  strictly  preserved  and 
thoroughly  stocked  Trout  Water  in  the 
River  Darenth  (Kent).  One  hour's  rail 
from  London.  Limited  to  four  Rods. 
Fishing  Hut  three  minutes  from  Station. 
Apply  W.  B.  Leaf,  Kilvington,  Eynsford, 
 Kent.  

TO  LEX. 

FURNISHED  HOUSE  ON  RIVER  ERNE. 

Three  reception  rooms,  four  bedrooms,  two 
servants'  rooms,  bath  room  (h.  and  c),  well 
storked  garden,  stabling,  boat.  Near  Lough 
Erne  and  Lough  Melvin,  where  flee  Salmon  and 
Trout  Fishing  can  be  had.  B'ive  miles  from 
Bundoraii.  B.athing,  fishing,  golf  links. — Apply, 
Carpendale,  Belleek,  Co.  Feimanagb. 


GENTLEMAN, 

having  comfortable  Fishing  Cottage  on 
good  Devon  Trout  Stream,  desires  Gen- 
tleman to  fish  with  him,  share  cost  of 
board,  and  pay  15/-  per  week  for  rooms ; 
or  would  let  entire  cottage  when  he  is 
not  there. — "  E,"  12,  Grosvenor  Gardens, 
St.  Leonards. 


NORWEGIAN  ANGLINGS 

AT  FIRST  cost- 
No  Middleman's  Profits. 

Some  of  the  best  Beats  on  the  Namsen  and  Gula 
and  other  Kivers  TO  BE  LET  at  owners'  own 
prices  through  the  agency  of  Mr.  K.  KjEi.DfiBURG, 
'j-rondhjem,  who  will  give  reliable  information, 
j^lso  Trout  Fishings  and  Shootings.  Telegraphic 
';^ddre8s:  "Kjeldsberg,  TroDdhjem." 


BRIMPTON  FISHERY 

Hp.  REAoma. 

I  am  now  booking  orders  for  Brown 
and  Rainbow  Trout,  of  all  sizes.  My 
large  Fish  are  reared  in  a  screened 
stream,  and  feed  on  my  floating  fish 
food,  thus  producing  wild  and  free-rising 
fish.    Write  for  List— 

P.  GASCOIGNE  FREEMAN 


RIGMADEN  FISHERY 

KIRKBY  LONSDALE. 


FOR  SALE 

YEARLING,  2-YEAR-OLD,  and  Older 

RAINBOW  TROUT. 

For  Prices  apply— J.  K.  Robinson,  Rigmaden 
Estate  Office,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 


EXE  VALLEY  FISHERY. 

Ova,  Fry,  Yearlings,  and  Two-year- 
olds  of  Brown  Trout,  Loch  Leven,  and 
Rainbow  Trout  at  moderate  prices 
Fish  Foods,  Apparatus,  and  Advice. 
For  Price  List  and  particulars  apply  to 
Theo.  F.  Tkacy,  Exebridge.vid  Tiverton, 
Devon. 


ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY. 

Patpon  :  HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING. 
PcesidciU— H.R.H.  The  Duke  of  Connaught.  K.G. 


Thirty-Seventh  Season,  1907-1908. 

ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 

Thursday  Evening,  2nd  April,  1908, 

AT  8  O'CLOCK. 

MASS  IN  B  MINOR 

BACH 

(First  time  of  performance  by  this  Society). 

Miss  GLEESON-WHITE.  Miss  MARIA  YELLAND. 
Wlr.  LLOYD  CHANDOS.  Mr.  FREDERICK  RANALOW, 


BAND  AND  CHORUS,  ONE  THOUSAND. 
Organisl^Mr.  H.  L.  Balfour,  Mus.B. 
Conductor— Sir  FREDERICK  BRIDGE,  M.V.O 

Doors  open  st  7  ;  commence  at  8  o'clock. 
Stalls,  7s. 6<i.;  Arena, 6s. ;  Balcony,  Reserved,  5«.; 
Unreserved,  4,s.  ;  Bo.ves  from  £1  lis.  dd.  to  £3  is. 
Gallery  (Promenade),  One  Shilling.  Tickets  may 
be  liad  of  the  usual  Agents,  and  at  the  Royal 
Albert  Hall. 


LONDON  THEATRES. 

DRURY  LANE  THEATRE  R^YAL. 
Managing  Director,  ARTHUR  Collins, 
Every  Evening  at  7.30,  Matinee  every  Wednes- 
day and  .Saturday  at  1.30,  THE  BABES  IN 
THE  WOOD.  Messrs.  Walter  Passniore,  Harry 
Fragsou,  Neil  Kenyon,  Harrison  Brockbank, 
Johnny  Danvers,  Arthur  Conquest ;  Mdmes, 
Agnes  Fraser,  MadgeVincent,  Meredith  Mereilro, 
Florence  Warde,  and  Marie  George. 

HAYMARKETThE  ATRE-Every  Evening 
at  9.0,  HER  FATHER.  Mr.  Arthur  Bour- 
chier ;  Messrs.  Cyril  Keightley,  Marsh  Allen, 
C.  L.  Lane,  E.  W.  Tarver,  E.  B.  Payne  ;  Miss 
Henrietta  Watson.  Mesdames  Ethel  Matthews, 
G.  Baird,  N.  Moore,  M.  Aldridge,  and  Mits 
Marie  Lohr.  At  S.30,  i PRIDE  OF  REGI- 
MENT. Matinee  every  Wednesday  and 
Saturday  at  2.30. 


THE  PLAYHOUSE,  Northumberland  Avenue. 
— Every  Evening  at  9,  for  a  limited  number 
f  performances,  a  New  Play,  in  three  Acts, 
FIDO.  Adapted  by  Eva  Anstruther  from  the 
French  of  M.  Malin.  Cyril  Maude  and  Winifred 
Emery.  Preceded  at  8.15  by  a  play  in  one  act, 
called  A  GOLDEN  WEDDING.  Cyril  Maude 
and  Alfred  Bishop.  Matinee  of  both  Plays  every 
Wednesday  and  Saturdiiy  at  2.15.  All  seats  can 
be  booked. 


DALY'S  THEATRE.— Every  Evening  at  8.16 
THE  MERRY  WIDOW.  Messrs.  Robert 
Evett,  W.  H.  Berry,  Lennox  Pawle,  Gordon 
Cleather,  Fred  Kaye,  V.  O'Connor,  R.  Roberts, 
and  Joseph  Coyne  and  George  Graves  ;  Misses 
Elizabeth  Firth,  Gabrielle  Ray,  G.  Lester, 
Desmond,  Glyn,  Welch,  Dorabey,  Irving,  Le 
Grand,  Webster,  Munro,  and  Mis^  Lily  Elsie. 


ST.  JAMES'S  THEATRE.  King  Street,  Pall 
Mall.— Every  Evening,  at  8.t0  sharp,  THE 
THIEF.  Mr.  George  Alexanasr  and  Miss  Irene 
Vanbrugh.  Mr.  Sydney  Valentine,  Mr.  B.  Lyall 
Swete,  Mr.  Reginald  Owen.  " 


KINGSWAY  THEATRE,  Great  Queen  Street. 
— Lessee  and  Manager,  Miss  Lena  Ashwell. 
All  seats  may  he  booked.  Every  Evening  at  9.0, 
DIANA  OF  DOBSON'S.  By  Cicely  Hamilton. 
Matinee  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  3.0. 
Miss  Lena  Ashwell.  At  8.15,  THE  BISHOP'S 
CANDLESTICKS.   By  Norman  McKinnel. 


THERE  IS  A  VACANCY 

IN  AN 

Old-established  Fishing  Society, 

owning  about  5  miles  of  a  woU-stockcd 
and  strictly-preserved  River  about  half 
an  hour  from  London.  References  re 
quired. — Apply  by  letter  to  Hon.  Sbcre- 
TAEY,  G,  Westmorland  Buildings,  E.G. 


TROUT  FISHING 

WANTE  D, 

for  June,  preferably  on  Test  or  Itchen,  a 

GOOD  DRY  FLY  WATER 

for  one  Rod. — Send  full  details  to 
IMessrs. Grumble  &  Ker,  Shooting  Agents 
44,  Duke  Street,  St.  James',  S.W. 


Advertiser  and  Wife 
SEEK  SITUATION, 

Age  32  years;  both  strong  and  capable 
Best  references. — "  E.  L.,"  8,  Median 
Road,  Lower  Clapton,  N.E. 


WM.  BROWN  &  CO.,  Fishing  Tackle  Makers 
in  Gkorgk  Street,  Aberdeen,  for  upwards  of 
Ninety  Years,  beg  to  intimate  that  from  Feb.  1, 
1908,  their  address  will  be  150.  Union  Street. 

AiiKKiiBEN,  to  which  address  all  ccmmiunications 
should  be  sent  henceforth.  Makers  of  Flies  of 
every  kind  for  .Sjilmon,  Trout,  Bass,  Graylin^, 
.  Natural  Baits,  Artificial  Baits,  and  Tackles 
of  all  kinds.  Casts,  Traces,  Lines,  Reels,  Rods, 
Gaffs,  Nets,  Creels,  and  Wading  Eciuipment, 
Sale  makers  of  Brown's  Phan.toin.  Wholesale  and 
Retail.  Taxidermy,  Angling's  Agency.  Tele 
(jniDhs:  "Phantom,  Aberdeen." 


PROurs 


Diploma 
FiSHtniKS 
Exhibition, 
1883. 


Will  WATERPROOF.  SOFTEN,  and  PRESERVE 
WALKING,   FISHING.  SHOOTINGl.  and  GOLFING 
BOOTS,  rendering  them  impervious  to  the  wet.preventiug 
cold  and  damp  feet :  also  HARNESS.  HOSE,  &c. 
ciiunirc  Medal  Cape  Town.  \m,  atid  Ifaval  and 

SAMFLtb  Fisheries  Ex..  1905. 

PER  POST.  ^'  Bootmakers.  Stores,  &c. 

Id.  to  1/6  PER  BOX. 

25,  Beak  Street,  W. 


DUBBIN 


ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 

Tuesday  Evening,  March  17,  1908. 
ST.   PATRICK'S  DAY. 

GRAND  IRISH  FESTIVAL 

To  commence  at  Eight  o'clock. 

Madame  ADA  CROSSLEY. 

Miss  GRACE  KENZA  (who  made  so  successful 
a  debut  at  the  .'-irdtch  Festival). 
Miss  MARTA  CUNNINGHAM. 
Miss  ELSIE  BEELEY,    Miss  DORA  ESHELBY. 
Mr.  IYER  McKAY.        Mr.  WATKIN  MILLS. 
Pianoforte,  Violin  and  Violoncello  : 

The  BROTHERS  CHERNIAVSKY. 
Grand  Organ:  CHURCHILL  SIBLEY. 

MR.  WILLIAM  CARTER'S  CHOIR. 
BAND  OF  H.M.  IRISH  GUARDS. 

(By  kind  perniiss-ion  of  Colonel  R.  J.  Ooopkk.  M.\'.  0.| 

CO.VnVCTOR.V-- 
Mr.  WILLIAM  CARTER.       Mr.  F.  A.  SEWELL. 
Mr.  E.  PARLOVITZ.        Mr,  HAROLD  HOWELL. 
Mr.  C.  H.  HASSELL. 


TirKKTS  -boM-i,  (Irimii  Tier  (12s(.iits).  Three  liuiiic;is; 
LnRiti:,  («  f.<-.t,SJ,  Tw,)  Giiiiivas  ;  S.vulld  Tiei'  ifi  m     si,  I  in,' 
;    ,Vlll|.hil4in>l.rv  Stalls,  ;)S.  ;  .\ri-ll:i,  Js,  ;  I'rlitral 
Lalrniiy,        ;    Si.le  Halciii.v.  'Is.  M.  ;  all  Xllllib(aaal  auil 
IteBerved.    Uiijier  Oi  eiiestra  (unlniiiiberedj,  '^-i. 
AdmiB,«on  to  Gallery,  ONE  SHILLING. 


LONDON  BALLAD CONCERTS 

Forty-Second  Season. 

Under  the  Direction  of  Messrs.  Boosey  d-  Co.  ) 

ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 

Last  Concert  but  one  of  the  Season. 
Saturday  Morning,  March  14th, 

At  2.45.    Doors  open  at  1.15. 

Bvtistcs: 
Miss  Evangeline  Florence. 
Miss  Louise  Dale.  Miss  Edith  Evans- 

Miss  Verena  Fancourt. 
Miss  Mildred  Jones.  Mr.  JohnMcCormaclc. 
Mr.  Walter  Hyde.     Mr.  Plunket  Greene. 
Mr.  H.  Lane  Wilson.    Mr.  Charles  Clark, 

Solo  Pianoforte      -     •  I.engyel. 
Accompanists  :     Mr.  F.  A.  Sewell  and 
Mr.  Hubert  Bath. 
Tickets:  Amphitheatre  Stalls,  6  s.    Famil.v  Ticket  (to 
admit  Four  to  Stalls),  ais.    Anna  (Re  served),  .5.?.  Un- 


reserved .Seats,  3.S.,  2*1.,  and  In  11 
nd  £1  Is. 

Tickets  at  the  Royal  Albert  Hall  1 
.  Co. '9  London  Ballad  Concert  Gfti.  e 
W,  1  and  the  usual  Agents, 


es       Ha  28. 


et,  Office ;  Boosey 
Regent  Street, 


Cast  yonr  Eye  on  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamp.?  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROLT  FLIES, 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  2S.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  magnitlcence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powers 

— having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle, 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 

 cation. 

WHITE~BROTHERS 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 
 OMAOH,  IRELAND, 


ANGLING 

ON  THE  RIVERS 
BURB  LEA  STORT 

CAM  NENE  STOUR 

CHELMER  ORWELI,  "WAYBNBY 
CROUCH  OUSE  WELLAND 

SSA  F/SHING 

ON  THE 

EAST  COAST, 

CHEAP  WEEK-END  TICKETS  ARE 
ISSUED  EVERY  SATURDAY 

to  Stations  serving  the  ahove  and  other 

FisWng  Resorts. 
For  full  particulars  write  to  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Line,  Liverpool  St.  Station, 
London,  E.C. 


H.  JOHNSON,  Gut  Merchant. 

Send  1/.  for  3  SAMPLE  CASTS.  3  yards  each, 
tapered,  line,  medium,  and  strong,  and  see 
Quality. 

BEST   SELECTED  DRAWN    GUT,  3,  4,  and  6x, 

13  in.,  2/6  ;  15  in.,  3/- ;  18  in.,  4/-  per  100. 
BEST  UNDRAWN  GUT,  -Ix,  flue,  16  in.,  2/6; 

18  in.,  3/- ;  20  in.,  3/6  per  100. 
GUT    CASTS,    FIRST    QUALITY,  1  yard,  1/4; 

2  yards,  2/6  ;  3  yards,  3/6  per  doz. 
BEST    SOLID    PLAITED    ROACH    LINES,  per 

100  yards,  1/6  ;  BARBEL.  2/- ;  PIKE,  3/6. 
BEST    NOTTINGHAM    LOBS    AND    BAG,  3/4 

per  1,000.  THE  TRADE  SDPPLIKD. 

155,  Waterway  Street,  Nottingham. 


CLEOBURY  NORTH  FISHERY 

SHROPSHIRE. 

Proprietor— E.  S.  Hamilton-Ru.ssell. 
Brown,  Loch  Leven,  and  Rainbow  Trout, 
for  delivery  from  Ludlow  or  Bridgnorth 
Stations. 

Apply  J.  Martin,  The  Fishery,  Cleobury 
 North,  Bridgnorth. 


^  yfALWONpSHINfi' 

^^^e)  Instruction 

^^^^1  by  eJ.cJ.HARDy 

iHHill^    HOW  TO  BE  '5UCCE5.$FUL, 
Post  free.  \  HOW  TO  FLlEi. 
^,  *5  'f     \  HOW  TO  UJE  THEM  / 


Pears 

No  impurity  in  Pears^ 
Soap. 

Economical  in  use 

It  wears  out  only  for  your 
comfort  and  cleanliness. 

Sold  in  every  land. 


March  T,  1908 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Geo.  Pople,  Perth. — Thanks ;  will  forward  your 
letter     Mr.  Morris. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebitor. 

t-We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents^] 

-■■    THE  OLYMPIC  GAMES  OF  LONDON. 

Sir, — During  the  coming  summer  the  representa- 
tives of  twenty-two  countries  will  be  attending  the 
Olympic  Games  of  London,  and  a  large  sum  of 
money  will  be  required  to  carry  out  the  lengthy 
programme  of  the  meeting,  which  extends  over 
twelve  weeks,  and  includes  almost  all  the  better 
known  athletic  competitions.  Money  will  also  be 
required  to  provide  gold,  silver,  and  bronze  medals, 
badges,  and  diplom  is,  as  well  as  to  entertain  in  a 
manner  worthy  of  this  country  all  those  represen- 
tatives— athletes,  judges,  and  committees — who, St 
is  hoped,  may  take  away  the  pleasantest  recollec- 
bions  of  their  visit  to  England. 

In  making  an  appeal  to  your  readers  for  funds  for 
these  purposes  I  should  like  to  call  attention  to 
the  following  points:  — 

(1)  That  during  the  present  year,  the  Olympic 
Grames  will  be  held  in  this  country  for  the  first  time 
rince  their  inception  in  1896. 

(2)  That  as  they  take  place  only  every  four  years, 
md  as  several  countries  desire  to  hold  them,  a  very 
ong  time  must  elapse  before  they  will  again  be 
3elebrated  in  the  Briti-^h  Isles. 

(3)  That  the  athletic  world  will  expect  a  high 
standard  to  be  set  in  this  country,  which  is  the 
Dirthplace  of  so  many  modern  forms  of  athletics. 

(4)  That  the  British  Isles  have  a  reputation  for 
lospitality  to  keep  up  which  cannot  be  better 
sxercised  than  on  this  occasion,  when  so  many 
■epresentatives  of  different  countries  will  be  visiting 
is  for  the  Games. 

The  idea  of  those  Games  is  something  above  and 
jeyond  the  mere  holding  of  a  great  athletic  meeting ; 
he  underlying  hope  is  tha  t  the  youth,  and  especially 
he  athletic  youth,  of  the  different  countries  repre- 
lented,  by  meeting  each  other  in  friendlv  rivalry, 
vill  get  to  know  each  other  better  and  appreciate 
■ach  other  more.  With  these  ends  in  view,  I  appeal 
pith  confidence  to  the  generosity  of  your  readers 
ipon  this  unique  occasion. — Yours  truly, 
Desborough, 
President  British  Olympic  Association. 

Remittances  will  be  received  and  acknow- 
9dged  by  Lloyds  Bank,  Ltd.,  222,  Strand,  or  by 
jord  Desborough,  Taplow  Court,  Taplow,  Bucks. 

[I  hope  that  our  readers  may  be  able  to  assist  in 
he  way  Lord  Desborough  suggests,  especially  in 
onneotion  with  the  International  Fly  and  Bait 
'asting  Tournament  to  be  held,  in  connection 
?ith  the  Olympic  Games,  in  July  next,  of  which 
ournament  I  hope  to  give  particulars  in  a  week 
t  two. — Ed.] 


MIXED  WINGS  NINETY  YEARS  AGO. 

De.ui  Sib, — I  send  you  an  extract  from  an  old 
lOok  in  my  possession,  entitled,  "The  Angler  in 
reland;  or,  an  Englishman's.  Ramble  Through 
lonnAught  and  JSIunster  During  the  Summer  of 
833."  (Jn  p.  147,  vol.  1,  appears  the  following: — 
'The  fly  that  I  found  the  most  successful  here, 
s  almost  everywhere  else  that  I  have  tried  it,  was 
ne  of  O'Shaughnessy's,  a  deep  orange  silk  body, 
nih.  broad  gold  tinsel,  rich  mixed  wings,  and 
tiacaw  horns." 

The  author  of  this  book  mentions  on  p.  35,  vol.  I, 
hat  O'Shaughnessy  had  been  dead  for  fourteen  or 
fteen  years,  so  that  this  pattern  of  fiy  was  made, 
nyway,  ninety  years  ago.  The  term  "mixed 
dngs"  is  used  in  other  parts  of  this  book,  but  I 
iiink  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  quote  further  pas- 
ages  after  the  notes  and  letters  which  appeared  on 
he  same  subject  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Feb.  29. 
'hey  are  conclusive.  — Yours  truly, 

Malcolm  L.  Matjnsell. 

[It  is  generally  supposed  that  Irish  salmon  fly- 
lakers  first  adopted  a  mixed  wing,  but  I  doubt 
Ed.] 


RIVER  IDLE  FISHING  CLUB. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  glad  of  some  information 
s  to  the  best  method  of  marking  two-year-old  and 
earling  trout,  if  any  good  method  of  marking  is 
nown. 

The  River  Idle  Fishing  Club  are  this  season 
irning  down  3500  two-year-olds,  in  addition  to 
aarlings,  and  the  club  members  think  that  it 
puld  be  interesting  and  instructive  if  some  record 
;  the  movements  and  rate  of  growth  of  the  fish 
)uld  be  obtained. 


This  would  be  instructive  in  showing  how  trout 
obtained  from  various  fisheries  adapted  themselves 
to  new  conditions  in  the  River  Idle.  The  club's 
length  of  water  which  is  stocked  extends  over 
eight  miles,  and  is  of  varied  character,  so  that  the 
movements  of  the  trout  are  material  as  to  selecting 
the  best  places  for  turning  down.  The  club's 
experience  of  past  stocking  shows  that  the  varia- 
tion in  rate  of  growth  depends  very  greatly  on  the 
breed  of  fish. 

As  in  the  past  few  years  the  club  have  turned 
down  over  66.000  trout  into  the  river,  obtained  from 
many  different  fisheiies  all  over  England,  it  is  clear 
that  the  stock  in  the  river  is  very  mixed.  Some  of 
the  trout  appear  to  grow  far  more  rapidly  and  rise 
far  more  freely  than  others.  The  largest  trout  taken 
up  to  the  present  was  6|lb. 

Reverting  to  the  marking  of  trout,  it  has  been 
suggested  to  me  that  a  piece  of  thin  silver  wire  put 
through  the  back  fin  with  the  ends  twisted  togettier 
is  eood  for  small  fish,  also  that  a  small  safety-pin 
with  a  sheath  is  sometimes  used.  I  should  be  glad 
to  hear  from  some  of  your  readers  who  have  had 
some  practical  experience  in  marking  trout,  as  a 
little  practice  is  worth  a  great  deal  of  theory  in 
these  matters. 

Referring  to  the  letter  in  the  Fifihing  Gnzette  as 
to  the  practical  extinction  of  salmon  in  the  Trent,  I 
may  say  that  for  some  years  we  caught  a  few  in  the 
nets  when  netting  for  coarse  fish  in  our  club  water 
(which  is  a  well-known  tributary  of  the  Trent),  but 
for  the  past  two  years,  curiously  enough,  none  have 
been  netted.  The  keeper  is  provided  with  labels 
supplied  by  the  Board  of  Agi-iculture  and  Fisheries 
to  mark  all  salmon  netted. — Yours  truly, 

W.  E.  Channon,  Secretary 

[Messrs.  Sutherland  and  Horn,  silversmiths,  10, 
South  St.  Andrew-street,  Edinburgh,-  will  pro- 
bably be  able  to  supply  you  with  labels. — Ed.] 


FISHING  WANTED  AT  EASTER. 
Dear  Sir, — If  your  correspondent,  Mr.  G.  H.  R. 
Hart,  tries  Rhayader  (Radnorshire),  he  will  be  able 
to  obtain  cheap  and  good  inn  or  farmhouse  accom- 
modation. There  are  several  stretches  of  water  on 
the  upper  Wye,  near  Rhayader,  where,  owing  to 
the  courtesy  of  the  riparian  owners,  angling  is 
practically  free,  and  in  addition  the  Elan  Reser- 
voirs are  in  the  neighbourhood,  where  excellent 
fishing  can  be  obtained. — Yours  tiuly,    W.  B.  H. 


"LOCH  TAY  SALMON  REPORTS." 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  just  noticed  Mr.  G.  Murray's 
letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Feb.  29  re  "  Loch 
Tay  Salmon  Reports."  I  must  say  it  is  rather 
amusing  to  one  who  lives  on  the  spot  and  knows 
better.  I  am  afraid  Mr.  Murray's  informant 
does  not  know  much  about  Loch  Tay,  or 
the  fishing  either ;  it  is  astonishing  the  number 
of  people  there  are  who  give  information 
about  things  they  know  nothing  about.  Ninety 
salmon  have  been  killed  at  the  Killin  end  since 
Jan.  15  up  till  Feb.  29,  which  represents  about 
thirty-three  days'  fishing  after  deducting  Sundays 
and  days  that  boats  were  unable  to  get  out  owing 
to  high  winds ;  the  total  weight  for  the  ninety  fish 
is  16351b.,  which  works  out  at  ig^^glb.  per  fish. 
Twenty -five  boats  have  been  out  during  the  month, 
from  Jan.  15  to  Feb.  15.  catching  fiftv-six  salmon, 
which  I  think,  if  my  arithmetic  is  correct,  works 
out  at  2-6  fish  per  boat.  The  heaviest  fish  taken 
during  that  time  were :  one  of  301b.,  one  of  281b., 
one  of  27Ib.,  one  of  25lb.,  two  of  241b.,  and  two  of 
221b.  More  f  sh  have  been  seen  in  Loch  Tay  this 
year  than  have  been  seen  for  a  good  many  years, 
and  already  the  catch  all  over  the  loch  has  been 
better  than  last  year  and  1906,  although  there 
have  not  been  so  many  boats  out  this  year.  I 
think  the  above  figures  speak  for  themselves,  and 
I  much  regret  that  Mr.  G.  Murray  has  been  so 
badly  informed  about  the  Loch  Tay  salmon  reports. 
— Yours  truly,  One  vpho  Knows. 


HOW  TO  MAKE  LANDING-NETS. 

Dear  Sir, — There  is  one  point  of  very  great 
importance  to  Thames  anglers  which  has  been  over- 
looked by  your  correspondents  when  they  advise 
the  use  of  a  |in.  mesh.  The  "Anglers'  Guide"  for 
1904-1905  (issued  by  the  Anglers' Association)  gives 
the  "Thames  Fishery  Bye-Laws  and  Regulations 
now  in  Force,"  and  states:  "Largest  landing-net 
alloived,  2ft.  in  diameter,  3ft.  in  length,  with  a  mesh 
of  not  less  than  lin.  from  knot  to  knot." 

Having  made  my  own  landing  and  keep  nets  for 
some  years,  I  have  been  very  interested  in  reading  the 
correspondence  on  the  subject  which  has  appeared 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  I  have  made  landing-nets 
both  by  starting  on  a  ring,  a  square  of  netting,  also 
by  starting  with  the  full  number  of  stitches  on  a 


foundation-string,  and  closing  it  when  deep  enough 
by  taking  two  stitches  together,  but  in  each  case 
I  have  been  disappointed  with  the  "  extinguisher  " 
shape.  When  the  Capri  method  was  published,  I 
spent  a  fovv  hours  in  making  a  not,  but  was  not  at 
all  pleased  with  it  as  it  hung  in  deep  folds  when  put 
on  the  ring.  After  experimenting  with  a  few  more 
nets,  I  made  one  of  a  fairly  good  shape  by  putting 
one  extra  stitch  into  eax;h  alternate  loop  of  the 
second  round,  then  one  stitch  in  each  loop  till  deep 
enough,  when  the  bottom  was  closed  in. 

If  I  may  be  allowed  to  answer  the  question  put 
by  Mr.  Massey-Spencor  to  Mr.  Meigh,  I  should  like 
to  say  that  an  increased  circumference  at  the  top 
of  a  net  can  be  obtained  by  using  larger  meshes 
progressively. 

With  regard  to  dressing  nets  and  lines,  I  always 
get  the  best  rav>  linseed-oil  from  a  chemist.  The 
nets  are  either  dipped  or  painted  with  it,  and  hung 
up.  Lines  are  dipped  or  run  through  the  oil,  and 
wound  on  an  open  wooden  frame.  The  drying 
takes  from  a  fortnight  to  about  two  raont  hs, 
according  to  the  temperature  of  the  room  in  which 
they  are  kept.  Nets  dressed  in  the  above  man  ner 
are  flexible,  lines  float  well  for  a  long  time,  and  I 
have  never  known  the  dressing  crack. 

In  conclusion,  if  any  of  your  readers  are  in  diffi- 
culties connected  with  the  netting  of  a  landing-net 
and  happen  to  live  near  this  town,  I  should  be 
pleased  to  show  them  how  to  manage  it. — Yours 
truly,  E.  Illingworth. 

Cambridge. 


HOW  TO  MAKE  LANDING-NETS. 

Dear  Sib, — I  have  this  morning  received  the  two 
photographs  which  I  enclose  ;  one  represents  the 
net  hanging  loose,  as  in  Mr.  Meigh's  photo.  Fig.  1, 
of  Feb.  8,  the  other  with  a  fish  in  it  (which  is  here 


reproduced).  No  trout,  of  course,  are  to  be  had  et 
this  time  of  year,  so  a  21b.  fresh  haddock  was  used 
instead.  My  friend  gives  the  following  particulars 
in  his  letter  : — 

"  The  net  is  one  you  gave  me  four  years  ago,  it  i« 
of  green  silk  and  half-inch  mesh,  the  depth  is  16in.  ; 
the  size  of  the  bow  is  16  Jin.  by  14in.,  the  net  is  sewn 
to  the  out-ide  of  it.  I  have  attached  a  leaden  sinker 
about  the  size  of  a  halfpenny  to  the  centre  of  the 
bottom  in  order  to  prevent  the  net  from  •  swimming  ' 
when  used  in  a  rapid  stream;  this,  of  course,  has 
pulled  it  a  little  out  of  shape. 

"  I  thought  a  second  photo,  the  net  containing  a 
fish,  would  show  the  pattern,  so  got  a  fresh  haddock 
about  21b.  weight,  there  being  no  trout  obtainable 
here  untii  April  15." 

I  am  also  sending  to  you  a  net  which  I  have  just 
finished,  if  you  like  it,  please  do  me  the  favour  to 
accept  it.  I  can  get  no  silk  here,  so  it  is  made  of 
fine  thread,  as  recommended  by  Mr.  Kelson  in  his 
letter  of  Feb.  1.  The  number  of  meshes  in  the  cir- 
cumference is  the  same  as  in  the  net  photographed. 
I  have,  however,  used  a  fin.  mesh,  so  that  the  net  is 
a  little  deeper ;  this  allows  for  shght  shrinking  in 
waterproofing.  I  have  tied  loosely  a  sinker  to  the 
bottom  of  the  net;  if  you  like  tliis,  it  can  be  sewn 
on  firmly  and  neatly  ujter  the  net  has  been  attached 
to  the  bow,  thereby  ensuring  its  being  in  the  proper 
place.  By  putting  it  on  to  a  bow  you  will  see 
whether  it  is  as  deep  as  you  like  it.  if  not,  you  can 
easily  have  one  or  two  rows  netted  on  to  the  top. 
I  send  the  remains  of  the  thread ;  the  top  row  is 
treble  strand.  This,  of  course,  should  be  done 
before  waterproofing. — Yours  truly, 

Feb.  29.  A.  Massey-Spenckb. 

[The  net  Mr.  A.  Massey-Spencer  sends  is  well 
shown  in  the  illustration,  and  seems  to  me  to  be  A  1. 
The  only  thing  is  that  it  looks  a  bit  weak  at  the 
point  (where  the  chief  strain  comes).  I  will  try  to 
give  an  illustration  to  show  what  I  mean. — Ed.J 
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HOW  TO  MAKE  LANDING-NETS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  Massey-Spencer's 
letter  in  your  issue  of  Feb.  29.  I  do  not  think  the 
long  stitches  referred  to  are  intended  to  produce  an 
increased  circumference.  In  netting  a  landing-net 
I  always  presume  that  the  base  (for  instance,  thirty 
rows,  fifteen  meshes,  in  Mr.  Massey-Spencer's  letter, 
Feb.  29)  is  at  least  as  large  as  the  bow  on  which  the 
net  has  to  be  fastened  ;  in  which  case  the  long 
etitches  are  not  called  upon  to  form  an  increase- 
ment,  but  simply  hang  straight.  Cn  referring  to 
my  illustrations  (Fishing  Gazette,  Feb.  8)  I  see  that 
they  certainly  do  appear  to  show  off  the  long 
e-titches  as  increasers,  which  is  accoimted  for  by  the 
extreme  length  of  the  oval  bow  over  the  width 
pulling  the  net  longer  than  its  base ;  whereas,  if  the 
net  could  be  seen  from  the  end,  it  would  hang  per- 
fectly straight  from  bow  to  base.  To  construct  a 
base  exactly  the  same  shape  as  an  oval  bow  would 
be  a  very  intricate  piece  of  work. 

The  idea  is  not  my  own  invention.  I  saw  a  pro- 
fessionally made  net,  about  eighteen  months  since, 
finished  off  in  this  way,  and  liked  the  appearance, 
but  I  do  not  think  it  has  any  claim  to  utility  over 
and  above  the  other. 

I  should  say  for  anyone  who  objects  to  the 
appearance  of  these  large  stitches,  Mr.  Massey- 
Spencer's  method  of  finishing  off  with  a  variety  of 
sized  meshes  would  be  a  distinct  advantage. 

I  notice  Mr.  Massey-Spencer  lays  great  stress  on 
"the  beginner."  If  it  is  only  simplicity  that  is 
wanted,  why  not  keep  to  the  old  method  (which 
only  applies  to  round  nets),  namely,  net  four  stitches 
on  the  foot-string,  then  net  into  No.  1  stitch,  and 
keep  on  going  round  and  round.  First  row,  plain 
retting  ;  second  row,  put  two  [stitches  into  each ; 
third  and  fourth  rows,  plain  netting,  and  so  on 
alternately  one  increasing  row  to  two  plain  rows, 
till  the  base  is  as  large  as  the  bow  on  which  the  net 
has  eventually  to  be  put.  This  base  when  pulled 
out  should  lie  quite  flat  on  the  table  like  a  plate. 
The  netting  is  then  eoniixiued  without  any  increasing 
stitches  till  it  is  as  deep  as  required.  Th6 foot- string 
is  tied  so  as  to  fasten  the  four  original  stitches 
tightly  together,  and  the  loose  ends  cut  away. — 
Yours  truly,  Walter  H.  Meigh. 


WEIGHT  OF  SALMON  FROM  LENGTH. 

Dear  Sir, — My  attention  has  been  drawn  to  an 
article  in  your  paper  re  ?ca\e  for  telling  the  weight 
of  salmon  by  measuring  the  length  of  them.  As  I 
have  been  in  the  salmon'  business  for  years,  I  fail  to 
see  how  your  scale  can  be  right  by  only  measuring 
the  length  of  the  fish,  as  I  have  always  found  that 
there  is  a  big  comparison  in  the  girth  of  salmon.  Then, 
again,  you  don't  mention  whether  the  scale  is  for 
male  or  female  fis-h,  or  both,  but  I  take  it  for 
granted  that  the  scale  includes  both.  Well,  my 
experience,  and  I  have  passed  thousands  of  salmon 
through  my  hands,  is  that  the  female  fi^h  weighs 
more  for  its  length  than  a  male,  that  is  to  say,  that 
if  a  female  fish  36in.  long  weighs  201b.,  a  male  fish 
the  same  length  will  only  weigh  181b.  If  your 
scale  had  taken  the  girth  of  the  fish  as  well  as  the 
length.  I  could  have  seen  the  possibility  of  telling 
the  weight,  but  according  to  your  scale  I  cannot  see 
how  it  will  do.  Hoping  that  I  am  not  intruding  on 
you  to  insert  this  in  your  valuable  paper,  and 
oblige. — Yours  truly,       James  Bremner 

(Manager  of  the  Alloa  Salmon  Fishings). 

[Our  correspondent,'  like  some  other  correspon- 
dents, entirely  misapprehends  the  purport  of  our 
tables  of  weight  for  length.  If  he  will  re'er  to  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  AprU  14,  1906,  he  will  find  a  full 
description  of  the  aim  in  view,  beginning  with  the 
statement  :  "  It  is  obvious  that  no  system  would 
furnish  figures  to  suit  fish  of  different  shapes,  so  it 
wa;S  imperatively  necessary  to  base  the  table  on  an 
as  umed  standard,  and  leave  the  angler  to  estimate 
how  much  over  or  under  the  fish  looked."  Thus, 
all  that  the  table  can  do,  or  professes  to  do,  is  to 
show  the  weight  the  fish  would  be  if  it  was  of  the 
shape  of  one  of  36  inches  which  weighed  201b.  It 
has  been  tested  scores  of  times,  and  found  to  be 
wonderfully  accurate  within  the  limits  referred 
to.— Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  BRECONSHIRE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  and  many  others  have  seen  in 
several  newspapers  that  an  association  has  been 
formed  to  fish  portions  of  the  rivers  Grwyney 
Mawr  and  Grwyney  Fechan,  and  a  few  hundred 
yards  of  the  Usk  river  near  the  bridge,  Crickhowell 
(the  latter  dead  water).  Tickets  are  let  at  one 
guinea  for  the  season,  or  2s.  per  day,  and  an 
additional  bailiff  has  been  put  on. 

Now  what  we  should  know  is  where  the  tickets 
are  to  be  obtained.  This  the  association  has  been 
very  careful  not  to  publish  in  any  reports  that  I 
have  read,  not  that  I  consider  there  would  be  many 
applications. 


Portions  of  these  rivers  (Grwyney)  belonging  to 
one  owner  have  been  let  by  ticket  to  people  most 
of  whom,  in  my  opinion,  are  pot-hunters  and  not 
sportsmen,  who  can  be  seen  on  the  rivers  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  morning  and  at  nine  o'clock  at  night 
— eighteen  hours  !  This  would  be  a  week's  fishing 
for  anyone  but  a  glutton.  There  has  been  no 
restriction  as  to  size  of  fish,  and  to  my  knowledge 
(which  extends  for  a  period  of  more  than  twelve 
years)  they  are  killed  from  four  inches  upwards,  or 
from  one  to  four  ounces,  the  majority  being  of  the 
former  weight.  As  soon  as  a  stain  is  expected  in 
the  water,  the  fishermen  (or  pot-hunters)  are  to  be 
seen  racing  up  the  banks,  their  serious  expressions 
amply  justifying  their  murderous  intentions 

The  Grwyney  rivers  run  through  beautiful  land- 
scapes of  hill  and  dale,  and  for  several  months 
every  year  a  few  artists  are  to  be  seen  at  work 
upon  their  banks.  The  waters  are  of  the  purept, 
and  have  an  abundance  of  food  for  fish  life,  both 
surface  and  bottom,  yet  the  majority  of  the  fish 
taken  from  them  run  between  four  and  six  inches. 

The  two  riveis  join  nearly  a  mile  above  Llan- 
genny,  and  is  then  called  the  Grwyney.  About  one 
mile  trom  where  it  enters  the  Usk  it  is  turned  off  to 
some  paper  mills,  and  in  the  summer  that  mile 
becomes  dry.  I  would  be  surprised  to  hear  that 
the  fish  which  become  stranded  there  are  carefully 
taken  to  a  place  of  safety,  unless  that  place  is  the 
frying-pan. 

It  is  a  pity  that  a  river  or  rivers  possessing  such 
natural  advantages  for  the  rearing  and  rapid  growth 
of  trout  should  be  allowed  to  get  into  such  a  pitiable 
condition  when  situated  in  the  midst  of  a  sporting 
community. — Yours  truly,  Appleorben. 

[In  reply  to  your  query,  trout  in  February  have 
often  not  finished  spawning. — Ed.] 


PIKE  ALIVE  ABOUT  TWENTY-ONE  HOURS 
AFTER  CAPTURE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  think  this  remarkable  instance  of 
the  length  of  time  some  fish  will  retain  life,  or  at 
any  rate  a  fragment  of  life,  after  being  taken  from 
the  water  and  duly  "  killed  "  is  worthy  of  record. 

I  was  fishing  with  a  friend  on  a  private  lake  in 
Leicestershire  last  Saturday  for  pike,  and  after 
some  very  fair  sport  he  hooked,  and  I  gaffed  for 
him,  a  fish  of  61b.  This  occurred  at  5.15  p.m.  I 
gave  the  fish  two  sharp  kicks  on  the  junction  of 
neck  and  back  with  the  toe  of  one  of  my  heavy 
fishing  boots  by  way  of  coup  de  grdce  ;  after  which, 
until  we  got  the  fish  home  later  in  the  evening,  he 
appeared  dead  to  the  world. 

On  taking  him  out  of  the  fish  bass  about  two 
hours  aftor  capture  he  was  still  sufficiently  alive  to 
give  one  or  two  rather  weak  flops  on  a  large  dish  ; 
but  as  I  had  often  seen  that  kind  of  thing  done 
before,  and  thought  that  no  doubt  in  a  very  short 
time  he  would  be  quite  still,  he  was  placed  with  the 
other  fish,  which  were  dead,  in  the  larder. 

I  really  feel  a  little  frightened  at  what  I  am  about 
to  write,  for  I  am  afraid  that  not  a  few  will  smile 
the  pitying  smile  of  incredulity  ;  and  indeed  I  am 
only  urged  to  the  point  by  the  consciousness  that, 
on  the  other  hand,  there  will  be  braver  men  than  I 
who  will  fearlessly  inform  me  that  my  friend's  pike 
was  a  mere  tyro  at  the  game  of  keeping  his  breath 
while  out  of  water.  Well,  sir,  in  spite  of  the  coup 
de  grdce  and  the  gaff  ftroke,  this  pike  was  rolling 
one  of  his  eyes  backwards  and  forwards,  and 
moving  the  fins  and  the  tail  (which  had  remained 
riuite  moist  and  supple)  at  2.15  p.m.  on  the  Sunday. 
No  doubt  the  movements  constituted  merely  a 
nervous  action  of  the  muscles,  and  the  fish  would 
never  have  recovered  if  restored  to  the  water,  but 
the  fish  must  still  be  said  to  have  been  alive  after  a 
period  of  twenty-one  hours  since  he  was  taken 
from  the  water  and  "  killed." — Yours  truly, 

Charles  A.  C.  Jeffcock. 

[This  is  a  long  time  certainly,  but  I  have  had 
them  almost  as  long  when  put  on  a  stone  floor. — Ed.] 


PIKE-FISHING  AT  CASTLE  DOUGLAS. 

Dear  Sir, — After  reading  some  articles  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  re  pike-fishing  at  Ca  tie  Douglas, 
I  communicated  with  Mr.  T.  Myers,  the  author, 
and  received  a  courteous  reply,  which  decided 
my  friend  Burroughs  and  I  to  have  three  days 
there.  Having  arrived  at  our  destination  we 
called  upon  Mr.  Myers,  who  gave  us  a  lot  of  infor- 
mation, and  from  a  small  hillock,  showed  us  tlie 
river  and  the  best  fishing-ground. 

Driving  to  the  river  we  were  soon  at  work,  but 
all  our  efforts  were  fruitless,  neither  live-baiting  nor 
spinning  was  of  any  use.  one  or  two  runs  only 
resulting  with  live-bait.  This  was  entirely  our  own 
fault,  having  mistaken  the  directions  given  us. 

Next  day  Mr.  Myers  obtained  for  us  a  boat,  and 
before  half  an  hour  was  over,  we  had  played  and 
lost  half  a  dozen  or  more  pike,  of  various  sizes. 


They  only  came  at  the  bait  in  a  half-hearted 
manner.  Anyway,  the  sport  quite  pleased  us,  for 
eight  pike  and  one  salmon  were  landed. 

Our  last  day,  Carlingwark  Loch  was  the  venue, 
but  sport  was  not  in  our  way ;  we  had  only  one  run, 
the  fish  getting  away.  The  loch  was  as  calm  as  a 
mill-pond,  and  the  day  bright  and  warm. 

The  river  and  loch  had  been  in  flood  for  months, 
and  no  doubt  the  fish  were  fairly  gorged  with  food  ; 
anyone  catching  the  river  in  fair  trim  could  nearly 
fill  a  boat  with  pike — visitors  last  year  had  as  many 
as  fifteen  to  twenty  in  a  day. 

The  scenery  is  grand  and  the  country  historical. 
The  best  fishing  ground  is  round  Threave  Island. 
The  country  is  a  paradise  for  anglers  and  shooters, 
game  of  all  sorts,  herons,  mallards,  and  all  kinds  of 
ducks  and  ground  game  abound.  Fish:  a  few 
salmon  and  trout ;  pike  and  perch  in  plenty,  and 
only  wani.  fishing  for  in  the  right  way.  The  charge 
of  5s.  per  year  covers  every  class  of  fish. 

Before  closing,  I  should  like  to  speak  a  word  in 
praise  of  Mr.  Myers,  He  is  a  keen  salmon  and  trout 
angler,  and  anxious  to  see  a  considerable  reduction 
in  the  number  of  pike  which  infest  these  waters,  and 
aje  responsible  for  the  destruction  of  many  thou- 
sands of  salmon  and  trout  fry  every  year. — Yours 
truly,  L.  N. 


PLACE  FOR  TEACHING  THE  BOYS  FLY- 
FISHING WANTED.  -^ 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  spare  me  a  little  space  to 
ask  your  readers  if  they  could  help  me  kindly  with 
a  little  advice  upon  the  following  subject : — I  have 
two  boys  whom  I  am  very  desiroys  should  be 
inoculated  with  the  love  of  the  gentle  art  of  fly- 
fishing. They  have  already  made  a  start  in  some 
of  the  Somerset  streams  like  the  Barle  and  Exe. 
For  boys  of  thirteen  and  fourteen,  however,  I  find 
these  waters  too  difficult  and  too  much  fished  for 
them  to  keep  up  their  interest  in  the  sport.  I  do 
not  want  this  to  flag,  and  so  I  am  seeking  some 
water  where  they  can  throw  a  fly,  and  learn  to 
throw  it  properly,  rmhampered  by  too  many  bushes, 
and  where  they  can  kill  fish  frequently  enough  to 
keep  up  the  interest.  I  want  to  take  them  some- 
where these  next  Easter  holidays.  I  feel  that  a 
lake  would  probably  be  the  best  kind  of  water,  but 
would  not  April  be  too  early  for  sheets  like  this  ? 
Some  really  good  place  where  good,  comfortable  and 
reasonable  accommodation  could  be  obtained  close 
to  the  water  would  be  the  best.  Any  sound  advice 
would  be  tlioroughly  appreciated. — Yours  truly, 

s.  s.'n. 


PRESERVATIVE  FOR  TAXIDERMISTS. 

Dear  Sir,  —  The  recipe  your  correspondent, 
W.  S.  Robins,  asks  for  is  as  follows  :  Arsenic,  6oz.  ; 
corrosive  -  sublimate,  3oz.  ;  yellow  soap,  2oz.  ; 
camphor,  loz.;  spirits  of  wine,  half  a  pint. 

I  should  advis3  your  correspondent  to  be  very 
careful  how  he  uses  this  soap,  as  the  author  of  the 
book  I  copied  it  from  says :  "  One  of  the  most 
dangerous  soaps  is  to  be  found  in  a  little  book 
professedly  written  by  a  well-known  professional 
taxidermist,  who  may  not,  however,  be  the  author 
of  what  he  calls  the  best  known  preservative  for 
skins  of  all  kinds."  (Arsenical  and  mercurial  soap, 
as  above.)  Said  author  continue? :  "  To  say  nothing 
of  the  danger  of  putting  upon  a  fire,  however 
'slow,'  such  inflammable  substances  as  camphor 
and  spirits  of  wine  in  a  '  pipkin,'  the  using  of  a 
'  preservative '  composed  of  nearly  half  poisons — 
and  such  poisons  ! — would  be  rather  more  risky 
than  usual,  and  more  useless." — Yours  truly, 

R.  Woolley. 


"LINE  DRIERS." 

Dear  Sir, — Re  subject  of  "Line  Driers."  I 
made  one,  and  put  it  up  in  a  bedroom  as  follows: 
I  got  two  pieces  of  wood  one  inch  square,  eighteen 
inches  long,  nailed  one  piece  to  each  wall,  and 
drove  in  seventeen  two-inch  nails  with  heads 
pointing  to  ceiling;  then  put  a  small  loop  in  the 
line  and  attached  it  to  the  first  nail,  and  walked  to 
the  other  side  of  the  room,  dressing  the  line  as  I 
drew  it  from  the  reel,  slipped  line  over  the  first 
nail,  and  so  on  from  one  side  of  the  room  to  the 
other  until  I  had  the  line  over  the  seventeen  nails 
on  each  side,  when  I  gave  a  few  turns  of  line  round 
last  nail,  and  so  left  the  reel  hanging  on  the  wall. 
As  I  had  nailed  the  wood  over  the  head  of  everyone, 
the  line  could  be  left  up  for  months  without  causing 
any  inconvenience,  and  so  I  had  over  fifty-onts 
yards  drying  at  one  time.  A  better  drier  could  be 
made  with  a  nice  polished  piece  of  wood  and  hooks 
as  used  for  hanging  up  jugs,  but  mine,  made  of  a 
piece  of  common  wood  and  nails,  cost  me  very! 
little. — Yours  truly,  Sam  Nelson. 

Liverpool. 

{Several  letters  a/re  held  over.) 
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The  Pishing  Gazette  ib  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  the  Railway  Bookstalls  of  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith 
and  Son  and  Messrs.  Wyman  and  Sons,  and  of  the  principal 
Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and  the 
Provinces. 

In  Scotland  the  Fishing  Gazette  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs. 
Menzies  and  Mr.  R.  Graham's  principal  Bookstalls  and  of 
the  chief  Newsagents.  Where  not  regularly  on  sale,  the 
paper  can  always  be  had  to  order. 
Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be  ad- 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOE. 


The  Fly  Fishers'  Dinner, 

The  Fly  Fishers'  Club  dinner  was,  as  usual,  a 
very  pleasant  function;  the  only  drawback  was 
that,  as  usual,  many  members  did  not  apply  for 
tickets  until  after  the  specified  time,  consequently 
they  had  to  be  squeezed  in,  a  process  which  is 
inevitable  unless  they  are  to  be  excluded— but  it 
is  none  the  less  a  matter  of  inconvenience  to  all  con- 
cerned. The  fact  that  Lord  Montagu  of  Beaulieu, 
who  so  ably  presided,  and  His  Grace  the  Duke 
of  Eichmond  and  Gordon,  who  presided  a  year  or 
two  ago,  have  both  expressed  their  desire  to  join 
the  club  was  greatly  appreciated  by  the  members. 
Colonel  Bromley  Davenport  was  particularly  happy 
in  responding  for  the  guests. 

The  American  Style  of  Overhead  Bait-Casting 
with  Six- Foot  Rod. 

As  I  have  already  said,  there  is  a  small  but 
growing  demand  from  anglers  on  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic  for  the  short  five  to  six  foot  American 
split-cane  casting  rods  and  the  American  casting 
reels.  I  spoke  to  Mr.  J.  Adams  Simon  on  the 
subject  the  other  day,  and  he  says  : — 

"  As  this  style  of  casting  promises  to  '  catch  on,' 
we  shall  make  special  arrangements  to  import  best 
quality  bait-casting  reels  direct  from  the  States. 
I  intend  giving  this  matter  personal  attention 
directly  our  London  exhibition  is  closed,  and  hope 
to  have  a  number  of  these  reels  in  the  higher 
grades  of  commerce  on  this  side  within  a  month 
or  so  from  that  date.  Your  reference  to  that 
abomination,  the  cheap  Yankee  multiplier,  is 
appreciated  and  heartily  endorsed;  you  may 
depend  upon  our  giving  the  best. 

"  Perhaps  the  above  note  may  be  of  interest  to 
some  of  yoiu:  readers  desirous  of  putting  Mr.  Feet's 
suggestions  to  a  practical  test.  The  spUt-cane 
single-handed  bait-casting  rods  shown  you  can  be 
purchased  through  any  first-class  tackle  dealer." 


Unfortunately,  the  only  American  casting  reels 
I  have  tried  have  come  to  grief  in  no  time.  I  hope 
we  shall  be  able  to  arrange  one  contest  at  the 
Sports  Exhibition  Tournament  for  overhead  casting 
in  the  American  style.  Over  ten  thousand  anglers 
in  the  States  have  now  gone  mad  on  this  style,  so 
the  infection  is  certain  to  spread  to  this  country, 
where  a  good  few  anglers  have  been  using  it  for 
some  time.  I  can  answer  personally  for  its 
fascination.  It  reminds  one  of  the  clay  pellet  on 
the  end  of  a  springy  bit  of  hazel  or  lilac — the 
action  in  casting  is  much  the  same. 

By  the  way,  Mr.  J.  Adams  Simon  is  related  to 
the  family  of  the  astronomer,  J.  Couch  Adams, 
of  Cambridge,  whose  discovery  of  Neptune  is  one 
of  the  romances  of  astronomy.  Adams  had  made 
calculations  proving  in  theory  that  Neptune  was 
tJiere,  but  some  old  buffer  he  sent  them  to  shunted 
them,  and  afterwards  Le  Verrier  enabled  Dr. 
Galle,  of  Berlin,  to  find  the  planet  by  similar 
calculations. 


The 


'  Sunless  Feather  "  or  "  Unsunned  " 
Starling— The  "  Black  Dog." 

"  Val  Conson  "  writes  : — 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  venture  to  think  that  you  have 
not  quite  appreciated  the  true  meaning  of  this 
term.  It  is  not  any  starling  which  produces  the 
'  unsunned '  feather  ('  unsunned '  is  the  more 
correct  term),  but  only  the  nestling  bird  just  ready 
to  leave  the  nest.  Having  been  reared  in  a  hole 
or  cranny  to  which  light  has  no  access,  his  wings 
are  unsimned.  The  primaries  and  secondaries  of 
a  bird  in  this  condition  are  an  exquisite  pale  brown 
dun.  It  is  wonderful  how  quickly  this  colour  goes 
when  the  bird  has  spread  his  wings  in  the  sun  and 
flown  about  a  bit." 

I  think  "  Val  Conson  "  has  corrected  me  before, 
but  he  has  not  quite  convinced  me  that  he  is  right. 
I  said  last  week  that  "  in  the  old  books  the  feather 
from  the  underwing  of  the  starHng  is  called  the 
'sunless  feather.'"  "Val  Conson"  will,  I  am 
sure,  agree  with  me  that  Alfred  Ronalds  is  one  of 
our  leading  authorities.  Very  well.  Eonalds,  in 
mentioning  the  materials  the  angler  should  be 
provided  with  for  making  a  fly,  mentions  "  a  few 
wings  of  the  unsunned  starling,  as  the  softest, 
taTcen  just  before  the  birds  quit  the  parent  nest, 
also  of  the  landrail,  hen  pheasant,  and  hen  black- 
bird," etc.  The  "  sunless  feather  from  the  under- 
wing of  the  starling  "  is,  I  believe,  very  much  the 
older  way  of  expressing  it.  By  the  way,  in  my 
note  on  p.  167  of  course  it  was  an  obvious  error 
on  my  part  to  say  Taylor's  description  of  the  Black 
Dog  salmon  fly  took  its  history  back  to  the 
seventeenth  century,  as  I  gave  the  date  of  his  book 
as  1800.  He  fished  with  the  Black  Dog  in  the 
eighteenth  century — probably  about  1790. 


Interesting  Notes  from  Samuel  Taylor,  Gent, 
over  100  Years  Ago. 

Taylor  Fishes  the  Tay  neae  Perth. 

"  In  the  Tay,  near  Perth,"  says  Samuel  Taylor, 
Gent,  "  I  have  often  taken  fine  salmon  and  trout, 
with  which  the  river  abounds ;  and  once,  in  par- 
ticular, with  a  fly,  I  caught  more  trout  of  difierent 
kinds  than  I  iwas  able  to  carry  home,  weighing 
from  one  to  three  or  four  pounds  each ;  which 
much  surprised  several  gentlemen  who  ha,d  been 
out  all  that  day  and  had  only  taken  seventeen. 
Another  time,  being  in  October,  I  went  up  the  Tay 
about  four  miles,  and  had  but  just  begun  angling 
when  a  kind  of  sleet  began  to  fall,  and  the  faster 
it  came  down  the  more  eagerly  the  fish  took,  for 
about  two  hours,  when  I  was  obliged  to  quit  my 
station,  the  sleet  terminating  in  general  snow.  By 
this  time,  however,  I  had  taken  upwards  of  three 
dozen  of  trout  (here  called  '  whitlings '),  all  in  good 
season.  In  the  Fishery,  a  little  above  the  bridge  at 
Perth,  and  opposite  Scone  House,  I  have  seen 
seventy-four  salmon  taken  at  one  draught,  and  have 
been  told  by  the  fishermen  that  they  very  often 
take  more.  These  salmon  are  cured  in  the  same 
maimer  as  those  taken  at  Berwick,  and  sent  to 
London  and  other  markets."  Taylor  gives  a  httle 
local  colour  which  seems  to  stamp  his  narrative  as 
on  the  right  side  of  Truth.  For  instance,  after  a 
good  account  of  the  Shannon,  in  which  he  "  often 
took  large  salmon,  three  or  fom  miles  above 
Limerick,"  he  gives  an  account  of  the  gilderoy  or 
gill-a-roe  trout,  "  with  gizzards  within  them  every 
way  similar  to  that  of  a  fowl."    He  caught  many 


dozens  of  trout  in  the  LifTey  above  Dublin,  and 
says  "  they  are  the  worst  of  their  kind  I  ever 
remember  to  have  seen."  In  concluding  his  interest- 
ing account  of  the  rivers  and  lakes  and  the  sport  they 
aflbrd,  he  says :  "  The  hospitality  that  I  have  ex- 
perienced throughout  my  travels,  particularly  in 
Scotland  and  Ireland,  has  ever  been  unbounded, 
and  is  justly  entitled  to  my  most  grateful  acknow- 
ledgments." Doubtless  his  friendship  with  Lord 
Thomas  Dundas  was  of  great  assistance  to  him  in 
getting  permission  to  fish.  I  fancy  he  is  the  first 
angler  to  mention  that  no  food  is  found  in  salmon. 

Taylor  on  the  Size  and  Spawning  of  Salmon. 

He  gives  a  very  good  account  of  how  salmon 
spawn,  and  says  :  "  I  have  often  with  delight  seen 
these  fish  working  their  beds,  observed  them 
casting  their  spawn,  and  admired  the  curious 
method  in  which  they  cover  the  beds  up  again, 
particularly  in  the  River  Shannon,  in  Ireland."  He 
refers  to  the  erroneous  accounts  given  by  natural 
historians  of  the  growth  and  weight  of  salmon — 
for  example,  that  at  his  full  growth  he  attains  to 
forty  pounds,  "  whereas,  both  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  I  have  seen  them  from  sixty  to  seventy 
pounds  weight,  and  have  heard  of  larger.  I  have 
taken  some  by  angling  with  an  artificial  fly  and 
other  baits,  weighing  upwards  of  forty  pounds." 
He  says  he  has  made  salmon  and  salmon  fishing 
a  study  for  upwards  of  forty  years  (1760-1800) — 
that  they  will  take  a  large  artificial  fly,  small 
samlets  ("graveling"),  minnows,  and  lobworms, 
"  but  the  fly  is  the  most  killing  of  them  all."  His 
description  of  fly-fishing  for  salmon  is  the  best  I 
know  of  up  to  the  time  his  work  was  published. 

A  5lb.  Grayling  on  a  Single  Hair. 

If  Samuel  Taylor,  Gent,  was  a  truthful  angler, 
then  his  capture  of  a  51b.  grayling  in  the  Severn, 
near  Shrewsbury,  is  in  every  way  still  a  record. 
In  his  book  published  in  1800,  and  dedicated  to 
the  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Dundas,  an  excellent  fly- 
fisher,  he  says  he  was  amusing  himself  near 
Shrewsbury  one  day  fishing  for  gravelings  (samlets) 
with  an  artificial  fly  on  a  single  hair  and  a  fine 
line  tied  to  the  top  of  a  slender  rod,  when  he  "rose 
and  hooked  a  large  fish,  which  at  first  I  took  to  be 
a  chub,  but  soon  found  my  mistake  by  his  play. 
He  now  began  to  run  very  hard,  and  I  was  awk- 
wardly situated  (for  I  had  risen  him  over  some 
willows,  and  had  no  wheel  to  give  him  line),  which 
made  me  fearful  of  losing  my  fish,  and  part  of 
my  line  into  the  bargain ;  for  at  that  time  I  was 
not  more  than  ten  years  of  age.  He  next  took  a 
turn  down  the  stream,  which  enabled  me  to 
extricate  myself  from  the  obstruction  of  the 
willows.  Instantly  afterwards  I  had  a  large  ditch 
to  cross,  which  I  leaped,  keeping  my  fish  in  good 
play  at  the  same  time.  Here  I  had  no  obstruc- 
tion, and  my  diversion  became  highly  pleasing. 
The  contest  lasted  full  twenty  minutes,  when  he 
fairly  gave  it  up,  and  I  retreating  with  caution, 
gradually  led  him  to  the  shore,  till  at  last  I 
brought  him  flat  upon  some  gravel,  where  the 
water  did  not  cover  him  (for  I  had  not  a  landing- 
net)  ;  then  laying  down  my  rod,  I  took  him  with 
my  fingers  in  his  gills,  and  earned  him  in  triumph 
some  distance  from  the  water,  before  I  noticed 
what  kind  of  fish  it  was.  My  companion  (a 
youth)  then  exclaimed,  'It  is  a  salmon !  '  I 
answered,  '  No ;  it  is  a  grayling  '  ;  and  perhaps  the 
largest  and  finest-grown  fish  of  the  kind  ever  taken 
by  any  means  in  any  river  in  this  kingdom, 
weighing  full  five  pounds." 

This  sounds  like  a  true  tale,  and  I  quite  beUeve 
it.  Taylor  was  a  practical  angler,  and  fished  in  all 
parts  of  the  country. 

Teoct  of  the  Don. 
Taylor  gives  a  description  of  the  chief  rivers  in 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  appears  to  have  fished 
in  a  great  many  of  them.  Referring  to  the 
Aberdeenshire  Dee  and  Don,  he  says :  "  The  Dee 
produces  more  salmon  than  the  Don,  but  the  latter 
has  the  most  trout,  which  I  am  convinced  are 
better  than  those  taken  in  any  other  river  within 
my  knowledge,  either  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland. 
I  have  often  caught  many  dozens  of  these  fine 
trout ;  and  once,  in  particular,  astonished  several 
gentlemen  of  Aberdeen  (who  were  no  strangers  to 
the  art  of  angling)  by  taking  a  fine  dish  of  them 
at  a  time  when  the  snow-water  from  the  hills  came 
down  the  river  in  abundance,  being  a  cold  day 
about  the  middle  of  March.  I  have  also  caught 
fine  salmon,  grills  (grilse),  and  whitlings  in  these 
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rivers."  He  also  refers  to  the  "beautiful  Eiver 
Deveron." 

Fishing  in  the  Water  of  Leith. 
Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  will  be  interested  in  this 
note  by  Taylor,  who  is  referring  all  the  time 
to  fishing  done  during  the  forty  years  prior 
to  1800.  "  The  River  Leith,  commonly  called 
the  '  Water  of  Leith,'  rises  some  considerable 
distance  above  Edinburgh,  runs  very  rapidly  after 
rains  ;  has  a  winding  course,  in  which  it  passes  by 
the  castle  of  the  city,  and  joins  the  Firth  at  Leith. 
It  is  a  small  river  upwards,  from  a  little  above 
Leith,  and  in  the  midst  of  summer  is  nearly  dry, 
except  where  there  are  mill  pools.  I  have  taken 
very  fine  trout  in  many  parts  of  this  water,  and 
often  near  Edinburgh."  I  was  very  glad  to  see 
from  Mr.  Tod's  notes  last  year  that,  after  for  many 
years  being  nearly  a  sewer  or  Water  of  Lethe, 
this  famous  little  stream  is  holding  good  trout 
again,  and  in  Edinburgh,  too. 

North  EsK  "Whitlings"  or  "White  Trout" 
TAKEN  on  Deo.  24. 

Beferring  to  the  North  Esk,  Taylor  says  that  in 
that  river,  about  four  miles  from  Montrose,  he 
took,  with  fly,  one  24th  of  December,  a  fine  dish 
of  white  trout,  just  run  in  from  the  sea  and  as 
bright  as  silver. 


"A  Fly-Tier's  Kit" 

Forest  and  Stream  has,  I  see,  reproduced  the 
useful  suggestions  Mr.  George  M.  Bankart  gave  us 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  some  time  ago  as  to 
keeping  fly-maldng  materials. 

Mr.  Alfred  B.  George  tells  me  that  when  pike 
fishing  above  Breamore,  which  is  three  miles 
north-east  of  Fordingbridge,  on  the  Hampshire 
Avon,  he  got  a  salmon  on  March  2 ;  his  best  pike, 
so  far,  15lb. 


Fearful  Flies. 

With  reference  to  the  wonderful  salmon  fly 
("  Ye  Grif&n  of  Beaulieu ")  presented  to  Lord 
Montagu  of  Beaulieu  at  the  Fly  Fishers'  Dinner,  I 
find  that  it  is  not  the  first  to  be  composed  of  the 
fur  and  feathers  of  such  fearful  animals.  Fisher, 
in  his  "Angler's  Souvenir,"  published  in  1835, 
thus  describes  how  one  of  his  friends,  who  fished 
for  salmon  on  the  Tweed,  made  his  fly  : — 

"  The  wings  of  one  of  his  salmon  flies  are  formed 
of  the  feathers  of  a  condor,  variegated  with  the 
plumage  of  a  macaw ;  the  body  is  formed  of  the 
undergrowth  of  a  lion's  mane,  and  the  whisks  are 
from  the  beard  of  a  leopard.  From  a  Hudson's 
Bay  owl,  which  he  caught  napping  at  the  Zoo,  he 
obtained  some  fine  brown  brindled  feathers,  and  he 
would  have  '  feathered  his  nest '  well  with  the 
emerald  plumes  of  a  parrot  had  not  Poll  screamed 
out  '  Murder'  and  compelled  him  to  desist." 

"  Pike  (and  Editor)  Alive  about  Twenty-one 
Hours  after  Capture." 

"  Sympathetic  "  writes  with  reference  to  longevity 
of  pike  after  death — I  mean  after  being  killed — as 
referred  to  in  the  Finking  Gazette  correspondence 
last  week  as  follows  : — 

"  '  In  spite  of  the  coup  de  grace  and  the  gaff 
stroke,  this  pike  was  rolling  one  of  his  eyes  back- 
wards and  forwards  and  moving  the  fins  and  the 
tail  at  2.15  p.m.  on  the  Sunday.  No  doubt  the 
movements  constituted  merely  a  nervous  action  of 
the  muscles  .  .  .  but  the  fish  must  still  be  said 
to  have  been  alive  after  a  period  of  twenty- one 
hours. 

"  '  [This  is  a  long  time  certainly,  hut  I  have  had 
them  almost  as  long  when  put  on  a  stone  floor. — 
Ed.]' 

"  Poor  dear  Mr.  Editor.  Eyes  rolling  backwards 
and  forwards,  and  fins  and  tail  still  moving — on  a 
'  stone  floor,'  too.  What  you  must  have  suffered  I 
But  there,  there — let's  hope  it  ain't  true  !  " 


Three  of  our  staff  have  hunted  in  vain  for  a  note 
about  the  history  of  the  Black  Dog  salmon  fly 
which  I  ard  certain  I  put  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  a 
year  or  so  ago.  Now  Captain  S.  E.  Douglas 
writes : — "  Yes,  you  did  mention  the  Black  Dog  as 
being  given  in  Mackintosh's  book  in  1805,  because 
I  copied  the  dressing  into  my  notebook.  I  think 
it  was  about  a  year  ago."  I  am  glad  to  find  my 
memory  is  not  at  fault. 


N.B. 

The  following  amusing  angling  yarn  was  given 
by  "  Rod  and  Line  "  in  the  Bedford  Chronicle 
recently : — 

"  A  Thames  professional  fisherman,  a  worthy 
whose  education  was  in  his  youth,  it  is  to  be  feared, 
somewhat  neglected,  received  a  letter  from  a  patron 
in  London  as  follows  : — '  Dear-  Jones, — Please 
meet  the  12.15  train  down  from  Paddington,  with- 
out fail.  Have  rods  and  punt  ready.  N.B. — And 
don't  forget  the  bait.'  The  fisherman  took  the 
letter  to  a  friend  for  enlightenment,  and  the  latter 
duly  read  it  over.  '  Yes,  that  is  all  right,'  responded 
the  disciple  of  Izaak  Walton,  '  but  I  can't  make  out 
what  them  words  "  N.B."  mean.'  '  Oh,'  rejoined 
the  friend,  who  was  a  bit  of  a  wag,  '  don't  you 
know  what  "  N.B."  stands  for  ?  Why  it  means 
No  Beer ! '  'No  beer,  eh  1 '  growled  the  professional 
one,  'no  beer,  does  he  say?  Well,  he  can  just 
jolly  well  go  fishing  by  himself  ;  I  ain't  a  going  on 
a  dry  job  like  that  for  no  one.'  " 

A  Word  of  Thanks. 

I  hope  that  some  of  my  readers  who  take  the 
trouble  to  send  cuttings  of  notes  relating  to  angling 
which  they  see  in  local  papers  will  consider  always 
that  I  am  much  obliged,  as  they  are  often  very 
useful.  R.  B.  Marston. 


HOW  TO   MAKE  A  QUILL 
MINNOW. 


Although  fishing  tackle  of  every  kind  can  be 
readily  purchased,  and  our  fishing  quarters  are 
hardly  likely  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  the  present- 
day  postal  ser^'ice,  I  think  the  following  instructions 
how  to  make  a  spinning  quill  minnow  may  be  of 
use  to  some  brother  piscator;  and,  personally,  I 
must  admit  that  a  fish  caught  on  tackle  of  my 
own  manufacture  always  affords  me  far  greater 
satisfaction  than  if  the  shop-purchased  article  had 
landed  the  quarry. 

The  first  thing  we  shall  require  will  be  a  goose 
quill  for  the  body  of  our  minnow ;  select  a  good 
stout  quill  for  this  purpose,  and  cut  off  a  length  of 
from  l^in.  to  2^in.,  according  to  the  size  of  the 
minnow  that  you  require.    The  fins  must  next 


cobbler's  wax  dissolved  in  methylated  spirit, 
which  it  will  do  readily  enough  if  broken  up  first, 
is  far  superior  to  using  the  wax  in  the  usual 
way,  as  in  this  condition  it  thoroughly  permeates 
the  silk  or  thread  instead  of  putting  a 
coating  on  the  exterior  only.  Having  put 
the  fins  in  place  and  wrapped  the  quill  as  stated, 
bend  each  fin  in  an  opposite  direction.  Now  bore 
a  small  hole  in  the  top  side  of  the  quill  just  below 
the  fin  and  another  on  the  under  side  a  little  lower 
down,  and  the  skeleton,  so  to  speak,  of  our  minnow- 
is  complete. 

It  can  next  be  painted  according  to  requirements, 
green  on  the  back  and  light  underneath,  with 
stripes  or  spots,  or  the  whole  thing  may  be  painted 
with  gold  or  silver  metallic  paint,  and,  in  any  case, 
when  the  paint  is  dry,  varnish  it ;  a  little  shellac 
dissolved  in  methylated  spirit  is  as  good  as 
anything  for  this  purpose,  and  is  a  very  useful 
varnish  for  all  fishing  tackle.  We  must  now  mount 
the  minnow  with  a  trace  of  triple  hooks— a  refer- 
ence to  the  sketch  shows  how  this  can  be  effectu- 
ally done — the  three  lengths  of  gut  to  which  the 
hooks  have  been  attached  are  brought  through  at 
the  head,  and  are  then  attached  to  a  swivel.  It  is 
a  good  plan  to  thread  a  glass  bead  on  the  gut  be- 
fore putting  it  in  place,  as  this  will  prevent  the 
shank  of  the  triple  hooks  from  working  too  far 
back  and  getting  thereby  stuck  into  the  quill. 
Our  lure  is  now  ready,  and  we  need  only  wait  for 
the  water  to  be  in  a  suitable  condition  to  try  our 
luck.  One  great  advantage  of  a  minnow  made  in 
this  way  is  its  extreme  lightness,  whereby  it  can  be 
used  with  a  fly  rod  and  thrown  almost  as  easily 
and  well  as  a  fly.  W.  E.  W. 


FIEST-CLASS  MATERIALS  FOR 
FISHING  SUITS  CAN  NOW  BE 
HAD  "PROOFED." 


Full  Size. 

Fig.  a.— Fin  to  be  Cut  Out  of  Thin  Brass  ob  Tin. 

be  made,  and  these  are  cut  out  of  a  piece  of  thin 
brass  or  tin,  the  former  is  best  as  it  does  not  rust, 
but  tin  will  answer  the  purpose  quite  well,  espe-  j 
cially  if  painted  or  varnished.  Fig.  A  is  a  full-sized  I 
pattern  of  a  pair  of  fins  for  a  quill  of,  say,  2in.  to  ; 
2^in.  in  length.    It  will  be  seen  that  when  the  fins 
are  in  place  and  bent  in  opposite  directions,  they  will 
cause  the  minnow  to  rotate  rapidly  upon  being 
drawn  through  the  water.    A  slot  must  be  made 
with  a  penknife  down  the  head  end  of  the  quill  to 
take  the  fins,  and  a  few  turns  of  waxed  silk  or 
thread  on  either  side  will  keep  them  firmly  in 
place  and  prevent  the  quill  from  splitting.    It  is  a 
good  plan  to  soak  the  quill  in  water  before  insert- 
ing the  fin  piece,  as  it  is  less  apt  to  split,  and  a 


Fig.  B.— The  Quill  Minnow  Complete. 

head  can  also  then  be  formed  by  wrapping  the 
silk  tightly  towards  the  end  so  as  to  make  it  taper, 
as  shown  in  the  illustration  (Fig.  B),  which  cannot 
be  done  unless  the  quill  is  previously  softened.  In 
case  the  following  "  tip  "  is  not  known  to  the  reader, 
too,  I  may  say  that  for  all  fishing  tackle  a  little 


Some  time  ago  I  suggested  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Copithome,  Bantry  Woollen  Mills,  Bantry,  Ire- 
land, that  it  would  add  to  the  value  of  his  first- 
rate  tweeds,  homespuns,  etc.,  if  he  could  have 
the  material  proofed  instead  of  leaving  his 
customers  to  get  it  done.  Writing  to  me  on 
March  7  he  says  : — 

.  "  In  accordance  with  your  suggestion  of  some 
;  months  ago,  I  have  now  completed  arrangements 
■for  supplying  any  of  my  tweeds  thoroughly  rain 
(but  not  air)  proof  at  a  small  extra  charge.  The 
process  which  I  am  now  applying  to  the  goods,  ia 
addition  to  proofing  them,  entirely  obviates  the 
risk  of  shrinking— even  from  the  serges — and  I 
think  I  can  honestly  claim  that  the  goods  being 
pure  wool  form  ideal  fishing  suits." 

I   am  very  glad   to  hear  Mr.  Copithome  has 
adopted  my  suggestion,  and  his  materials  are  so 
inexpensive  that  I  strongly  advise  anglers  not  to 
mind  the  small  additional  cost  of  having  the 
material  proofed,  so  as  to  throw  off  instead  of 
absorbing  rain,  especially  as  it  does  not  render  the 
materials  in  the  least  impervious  to  air.    I  can  now 
speak  with  perfect  confidence,  from  four  years' 
personal   experience,  of  the   excellence   of  Mr. 
Copithorne's  materials,  of  which  he  *ends  one 
a  bewildering  variety  of  patterns  and  shades- 
something  to  suit  the  tastes  of  everybody,  in- 
cluding, of  course,  the  ladies.    I  got  some  ladies' 
materials  for  my  wife  and  daughters, 
and    so    well     did    they  answer 
that  I  have  heard    nothing  but 
praise  of  them,   and   hints  that 
more  would  be  appreciated.  For 
fishing     purposes,     I     think  a 
moderately  heavy  "  dry  oatmeal  " 
colour  as  useful  as  anything,  with 
perhaps  a  speck  of   pale  yellow 
here  and  there.    This  light  shade 
makes  a  perfect  fishing  coat— light 
and   warm  in  winter,  and  light 
and  cool  in  summer,  as  it  reflects  the  heat,  and 
is  really  cooler  than  a  thin  coat  or  no  coat  in  the  sun, 
and  there  is  no  shrinking.    Mr.  Copithome  invites 
anglers  who  are  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bantry  to 
call  and  see  the  process  of  manufacture  ef  tweeds, 
homespuns,  serges,  friezes,  etc.  R.  B.  M. 


March  U,  1908 


THE  FISHINa  GAZETTE 


191 


ANNUAL  DINNEE  OF  THE  FLY 

FISHEES'  CLUB. 

Held  at  the  Whitehall  Eooms,  HAtel 
\     M^TEOPOLE,  Charing  Cross,  Monday 
Evening,  March  9. 


A  VERY  pleasant  and  successful  affair  was  the 
annual  dinner  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  held  at  the 
Whitehall  Eooms,  Hotel  Metropole,  on  Monday 
evening,  March  9,  the  Eight  Hon.  Lord  Montagu 
of  Beaulieu  in  the  chair. 

Amoncr  those  present  were : — Adams  Simon,  T. ; 
Aflalo,  F.  G.  ;  Allen,  W.  Hamilton;  Baddeley,  J.  J., 
J.P. ;  Baker- Wilbraham,  P.  W.  ;  Barrett,  Dacre 
Lennard,  Lieut.-Col.,  R.M.L.I.  ;  Barrett,  Fred  W. ; 
Barton,  Alderman  Steventon  ;  Bates,  R.  ;  Baynes, 
H.  K.  ;  Bennett,  H. ;  Blundell,  R.  C.  ;  Bolding, 
J.  J.;  Bond,  G.  M. ;  Bradford,  Robt;  Braun,  C.  ; 
Brent,  A. ;  Brodwell,  John  H. ;  Brunett,  H.  C.  • 
Burgess,  Wilson;  Burtt,  C.  K. ;  Butler,  C. ;  By- 
waters,  C.  H. ;  Carr,  W.  Copley  ;  Catchpool,  C.  R. ; 
Chinn,  H.  W. ;  Christie,  A. ;  Clarke,  L.  J.  Graham  ; 
Clayton,  Edward ;  Clowes,  W.  A.  ;  Colles,  W. 
Morris ;  Cook,  Barry ;  Cook,  C.  H. ;  Corell,  B.  ; 
Corser,  J.  S. ;  Cracroft,  R.  W. ;  Craies,  W.  F. ; 
Davenport,  W.  Bromley  ;  Davies,  Comr.  Dayrell ; 
Davis,  John  Warren  ;  Dare-Mordle,  F.  ;  Daye- 
Barker;  DeckerSr  L. ;  Dobson,  Arthur  H. ;  Dobson, 
Peroy  B. ;  Doyne,  Robert  W. ;  Duncanson,  E. 
Ford;  Ellenor,  T.  R. ;  Elliot,  J.  Duncan;  Fesfcing, 
Gon.  ;  Festins,  R.  A.  G.  ;  Finzel,  Charles  A. ; 
Franklin,  Arthur  ;  Franklin,  Cecil  A. ;  Fuller,  E. 
Gard ;  Garrod,  B.  Heartland ;  Gasa,  T.  J. ;  Gathorne- 
Hardy,  G. ;  George,  Herbert  Lloyd ;  Gibson,  Archd. ; 
Gill,  L.  Upcott ;  Gough,  Rev.  A.  W.  ;  Green- 
Wilkinson,  F. ;  Grey,  T.  R.  ;  Hanley,  T.  J.  ; 
Hardy  -  Corfe,  Robert  C.  ;  Harmsworth,  Cecil ; 
Harvey,  H.  A. ;  Hassam,  C.  A. ;  Hayward,  John  A. 
LeM. ;  Headley,  R.  H. ;  Henderson,  J.  ;  Henderson, 
John;  Hermon,  Percy;  Hewat,  R.  A.;  Hill, 
Arthur ;  Hodeon,  Thomas  J. ;  Horsley,  H.  R. ; 
Horton,  W.  Pingo;  Howard,  D.  Lloyd;  Howard, 

G.  H.  ;  Howard,  William;  Howard -Vyse,  Cecil, 
Capt.,  R.A. ;  Hotblack,  G.  S. ;  Illingworth,  A. 
Holden ;  Jeans,  Col.  C.  E. ;  Kenyon,  Gordon  L.  T. ; 
Knowles  Foreman,  E.  J. ;  Laurie,  D.  E. ;  Laurie, 

H.  M. ;  Laurie,  W.  F. ;  Lea,  John  Henry ;  Leaf, 
Wilham  B. ;  Ley,  H.  Gordon ;  Lind,  G.  McC.  • 
Livesey,  A.  P.  ;  Lockwood,  H.  ;  Lovell,  R.  Haynes ; 
Lyster,  Col.  A.  C. ;  Maokay,  A.  D. ;  Malins.  Henry 
S. ;  Marriott,  F.  W.  P. ;  Marston,  E.  P. ;  Marston, 
R.  B.  ;  Marston,  T.  ;  Mitchell,  D.  S. ;  Mitchell, 
Herbert  E.  ;  Monier- Williams,  E.  G.  ;  Montagu  of 
Beaulieu,  Right  Hon.  Lord ;  Mosely,  Martin  E.  ; 
Murison,  Prof.  ;  Newmarch,  F.  W.  ;  Norris  H  F  • 
Norton,  Col.  R.  ;  Qldfield,  Col.  J.  H.  ;  Orton,  Dr! 
G.  H.  ;  Paterson,  John;  Payton,  C.  A.  ;  Pochin, 
W.  J.  R.  ;  Pocklington,  E.  ;  Pomeroy,  Arthur  G. ; 
Poole,  A.  C. ;  Potter,  J.  C. ;  Powell,  O.  M. ;  Pryce, 
T.  E.  ;  Ramsbotham,  G.  H. ;  Ratcliff.  Major,  M.P.  • 
Ratchff ,  Percy ;  Ratcliff,  W.  M.  ;  Richer,  T.  W. ; 
Richmond.  F.  G. ;  Rouse,  Rev.  Aylmer ;  Rowley, 
Walter ;  Rutherford,  A.  D.  ;  Sayle,  R.  T.  D. ; 
Schiff,  Sydney  ;•  Senior,  W.  (vice  -  president) 
Severn,  A. ;  Severn,  A.  R.  ;  Severn,  G.  A. ;  Sewall, 
E.  D. ;  Shepard,  Harry  J.;  Sheringham,  H.  T.  • 
Sunpson,  Col.  A.  T, ;  Skues,  C.  A.  M.  ;  Skues, 
G.  E  M.  ;  Smith,  W.  L.  ;  Solly,  A.  J.;  Steevens, 
Col.  Sir  John,  K.C.B.  ;  Stevenson,  Henry  E, ; 
Sumner,  Francis  G.  ;  Sullivan,  Sir  iEdward,  Bart.  • 
Sykes,  Prank;  Thome,  Percy  O.  "E.  ;  Tosh,  J  • 
Troubridge,  Sir  Thomas,  Bart.  ;  Ward,  Frank  • 
Wardle,  Sir  Thomas ;  Watkins,  P.  Morgan  ;  Watney' 
Daniel  ;  Watnoy,  Dendy  ;  Weekes,  Charles  ; 
Williams,  A. ;  Wilson,  Chas.  A.  ;  Wilson,  H  • 
Wood,  Guy ;  Wynter,  W.  Essex  ;  Young,  D. 

The  Chairman,  in  proposing  ''  The  King,"  said  : 
Gentlemen,  the  first  toast  needs  no  words  from  me. 
I  ask  you  to  drink  the  health  of  the  King,  God 
bless  him  ! 

The  toast  was  enthusiastically  honoured,  the 
company  singing  the  National  Anthem. 

The  Chairman  :  Gentlemen,  I  now  have  the 
honour  to  propose  "  The  Queen  and  other  members 
of  the  Royal  Family."  This  toast,  like  the  pre- 
ceding one,  needs  no  commendation  from  me, 
and  I  ask  you  to  honour  it  in  the  usual  way. 

The  toast  having  been  honoured,  two  musical 
items  were  contributed  by  the  ballad-mongers. 

The  Chairman  then  rose  to  propose  "  The  Fly 
Fishers'  Club."  His  Lordship  said  :  Gentlemen,—. 
I  feel  almost  loth  to  intrude  upon  the  very  pleasant 
harmony  we  havelbeen  enjoying  for  the  last  five 
or  ten  minutes,  but  when  I  accepted  Mr.  Marston's 
invitation  to  preside  to-night  I  am  afraid  I  also 
pledged  myself  to  make  a  speech. on  this  occasion. 
Therefore  I  must  not  fail  in  tbat.duty.  !  (Hear,  hear.) 


First  of  all  I  would  like  to  say  that  the  excellent 
portrait  of  myself  on  the  cover  of  the  programme 
to-night  is  a  fraud.    (Laughter.)    It  was  not  taken 
in  the  leafy  autumn  when  the  sea-trout  at  the  place 
depicted  abound,  but  in  response  to  Mr.  Marston's 
energetic  telegrams  and  letters  asking  that  I  would 
send  him  a  photograph.    Not  having  one,  I  thought 
it  best  not  to  be  taken  in  a  motor-car  but  with  a 
fishing  rod  —  (laughter)— and,  although  Hartford 
Hole  is  a  place  in  which  I  love  to  fish,  it  is  in 
the  picture  bereft  somewhat  of  its  usual  charms  by 
the  fact  that  the  photograph  was  taken  on  a  cold 
day  in  January,  when  there  were  no  sea-trout  there, 
instead  of  on  an  August  or  September  day,  when 
it  would  be  swarming  with  fish.    But  I  hope  you 
will  pardon  it  as,  at  any  rate,  a  pictorial  tribute 
on  my  part  towards  the  proceedings  of  to-night, 
and  as  evidence  of  the  fact  that  when  I  do  get  a 
moment  off  there  is  nothing  I  am  so  fond  of  as 
fishing.    You,  therefore,  see  me  in  the  photograph 
in  an  attitude  which  is  not  a  fraud  at  all.  (Cheers 
and  laughter.)    Well,  gentlemen,  in  these  days  we 
often  hear  the  terms  "  sport  "  and  "  sportsmen,'"  and 
I  am  sometimes  puzzled  when  I  read  the  veracious 
prints  of  to-day  to  see  in  what  different  ways 
those  terms  are  used.     The  other  day  I  found 
myself  at  a  football  match— not  willingly,  but 
waiting  for  a  train — (laughter)— for  il  regard  wit- 
nessing a  football  match  as  one  of  the  dullest  pro- 
ceedings in  the  world.    I  was  there  as  an  un- 
willing spectator,  and  a  person  next  to  me  said  : 
"  What  a  good  lot  of  sportsmen  there  are  here  to- 
day, Bill  1 "    Well,  the  "  sportsmen  "  were  stand- 
ing on  somewhat  attenuated  turf,  and,  so  far  as  I 
could  make  out  from  their  conversation,  with  the 
exception  of  the  bets  they  had  on  the  result,  they 
knew  little,   or  cared  less,  as  to  the  progress 
of    the     game.     But    those    gentlemen  are 
called,^  in  the  parlance  of  to-day,  "  sportsmen." 
I  believe   there  are  also  placed  in  this  cate- 
gory those  persons  who  bet,  by  means  of  the 
telegraph  or  the  post,  from  back-rooms  in  Fleet- 
street,  and  who  occasionally  venture  precarious 
half-crowns  on  the  success  of  this  horse  or  that. 
(Laughter.)    Far  be  it  from  me  to  say  that  horse- 
racing  is  not  good  sport ;  still  I  do  not  think  such 
gentlemen  are,  in  the  truest  sense  of  the  word, 
sportsmen.    (Hear,  hear.)    But  I  do  claim  that,  of 
all  the  recreations  of  mankind,  fishing  is  almost 
the  truest  kind  of  sport.    (Cheers.)    Now,  what 
was  the  origin  of  the  word  "  sport "  ?   To  my  mind 
it  conveys  a  sort  of  primeval  flavour.    It  seems  to 
me  that  the  original  inhabitant  of  these  islands 
who  went  out  to  catch  his  dinner  and  starved 
if    he   didn't    succeed    was,    in    a    sense,  the 
true  sportsman.    He  no  doubt  used  lures  that  to- 
day we  should  think  were  hardly  sportsmanlike, 
but  he  did  not  fish  for  the  sake  of  piling  up  a 
bag,   and    possibly    afterwards    publishing  it — 
(laughter) — but   for   the  purpose  of  filling  his 
stomach.    This,  in  my  opinion,  was,  to  a  certain 
extent,  the  origin  of  the  word  "  sport,"  inasmuch 
as  it  represents  the  victory  of  man  over  brute 
creation  in  a  sportsmanlike  way.     We  have  not 
many  real  sports  left,  but  in  these  days,  when 
the  hustle  of  modem  life  and  the  strenuousness 
of  modern  competition  are  so  great,  fishing  is,  of 
all  sports,  the  one  which  should  claim  our  atten- 
tion  and   merit   our   commendation — (cheers) — 
and  there  is,  to  my  mind,  no  recreation  so  great 
as  that  of  standing  by  a  trout   stream,  prefer- 
ably in  the  May  Fly  week— (laughter)— with  a 
good  rod,  with  sound  gut,  with  just  the  right  kind 
of  fly,  and  with  your  basket  not  too  well  filled. 
(Cheers.)    It  seems  to  me  that  the  sensations  of 
the  fisherman  are  many,  and  they  do  not  neces- 
sarily depend  upon  a  well-filled  bag.    There  is  the 
recreation  you  get  from  fishing,  there  is  the  ex- 
pectation of  catching,  there  is  the  reflection  when 
the  fish  just  gets  away  from  you — (laughter) — and 
there  is  the  disappointment  which  makes  sweet 
the  success  that  comes  after ;   and,  if  it  were 
not    for    the  fact  that  we  lose  a  fish  occa- 
sionally —  my     word,     gentlemen,     how  dull 
fishing  would  be  I     (Hear,  hear,  and  laughter.) 

remember— I  think  it  was  in  the  "Beloved 
Vagabond  " — a  witty  remark  by  one  who  was  asked 
what  gift  in  the  world  he  would  rather  have.  His 
reply  was,  "  To  make  love  in  a  hundred  languages 
successfully."  (Laughter.)  Well,  gentlemen,  there 
is  something  to  be  said  from  that  point  of  view ; 
but  we  would  disdain  to  admit  that  that  would 
compare  with  the  answer  which  we  should  give, 
namely,  to  fish  on  a  hundred  rivers  successfully, 
and,to,'feel^that  we  had  caught  more  fish  in  any  of 


them  than  the  oldest  inhabitant.    (Cheers.)  We 
are  a,lways  in  search  of  new  methods,  but  the  old 
lure  is  often  one  of  the  most  successful.    I  have 
certainly  found  in  my  fishing  experience  that  some 
old  friends  like  the  .Jock  Scott— which  has  to  me 
a  family  ring  about  it— are  as  successful  on  the 
rivers  of  the  new  world  as  they  have  been  on  the 
rivers  of  the  old.    I  remember  twenty  years  ago — 
and  I  hope  you  will  not  think  I  was  then  in 
swaddling  clothes — fishing   on   a  little  lake  in 
British  Columbia  called  Mackintosh  Lake,  and 
being  told  by  the  half-bred  Indian  who  accompanied 
me  that  no  white  man  had  caught  a  fish  on  that 
lake.    I  had  fished  on  the  Hampshire  rivers  before 
then,  and  thought  it  best  to  say  nothing,  but  to 
watch.    After  a  while  I  traced  my  dusky  friend 
sitting  on  a  log  with  the  rind  of  a  bit  of  Chicago 
bacon  and  a  primitive  hook,  which  he  let  down 
into  the  water  and  caught  several  fine  specimens  of 
the  Salmo  irideus,  or  rainbow  trout,  without  the 
smallest  difficulty.    I  said  nothing,  but  a  few  days 
later  I  imitated  his  procedure,  and  found  how  easy 
it  was,  if  you  only  knew  the  trick,  to  cast  away  the 
best  products  of  Mr.  Farlow's  shop  and  take  on 
Chicago  bait  as  your  lure.    (Laughter.)    I  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  you  would  attract  the  trout  of  the 
Houghton  water  or  the  salmon  in  the  Tweed  by 
such  a  bait.    Heaven  forbid  that  it  should  be  so, 
or  there  would  be  no  fish  left.    I  have  at  Beaulieu 
what  I  think  I  may  claim  is  one  of  the  finest  sea- 
trout  rivers  on  the  south  coast,  and  I  will  tell  you 
a  story  of  an  Admiral  who  came  there  from  Ports- 
mouth to  fish.    He  had  no  idea  of  fishing,  and 
brought  with  him  a  midshipman,  who  thought  he 
would  assist  his  chief  by  getting  up  in  the  fork  of 
a  tree,  just  above  where  he  was  fishing,  and  telling 
the  gallant  Admiral  in  which  direction  the  fish  lay, 
and  that  he  had  thrown  thus  much  too  far  or  thus 
much  too  short  of  the   fish  he  was  trying  to 
attract.  (Laughter.)  They  fished  on  for  some  time, 
when  suddenly  the  midshipman,  losing  his  balance, 
fell  into  the  water,  and  the  Admiral — with  many 
curses— extricated  him.  (Renewed  laughter.)  But, 
as  a  matter  of  sober  truth,  after  this  disturbance, 
the  Admiral  performed  the  wonderful  feat  of  catch- 
ing a  71b.  trout — with  the  sun  in  the  meridian, 
with  the  water  low,  and  with  the  worst  fly  I  ever 
saw  in  my  life !    Ingenious  as  is  the  arib  of  in- 
venting flies,  thus  sometimes  a  combination  of 
apparently  untoward  circumstances  secures  the 
prey  for  which  you  are  seeking.    Besides  the  joys 
of  the  actual  sport  of  fishing,  there  are  the  atten- 
dant circumstances  on  the  riverside  which  appeal 
to  the  imagination  of  all  of  us.     I  have  not 
heard,  in  these  democratic  and  progressive  days, 
any  suggestion,  however  faint,  that  fishing  should 
be  nationalised.    (Laughter.)   Even  the  clever  pen 
and  tongue  of  Mr.  Bernard  Shaw  have  not  yet 
suggested  communal  ownership  of  the  salmon,  or 
that  we  should  share  our  rods  with  the  pauper  in 
the  workhouse.    (Laughter.)    But  T  think  we  rest 
on  a  sure  foundation,  because  fishing  is,  by  its 
very  essence,  a  sport  for  all  classes.     Everyone  of 
lis  has  seen  the  Thames  on  a  Sunday  lined  with 
gentlemen,  very  often  sitting  comfortably  in  chairs 
with  a  live-bait  can,  who  go  home  perfectly  happy 
in  the  evening  with  two  dace,  two  bleak,  and  an 
eel  the  length  of  your  finger.  (Laughter.)  Yet  they 
derive  as  much  pleasure  and  as  much  pride  there- 
from as  the  gentleman  who  has  pursued  and  caught 
the  wiliest  trout.    In  that  connection  I  will  relate 
a  story  of  a  Pullman  car  conductor  on  the  London 
and   South  Western  Eailway,  who  occasionallv 
went  to  my  friend  Mr.  Braun,  who  is  sitting  oia 
my  left,  and  asked  for  a  day's  fishing.    This  man 
used  to  tell  me  the  pleasure  he  had  derived  from 
fishing  for  roach,  tench,  bream  and  other  coarse 
fish,  and  one  day  I  said  to  a  friend  of  his,  a  rate- 
collector  in  Bournemouth,  "  You  both  had  a  good 
day,  I  understand,  last  August  Bank  Holidav  ?  " 
"Oh,  no/*  li6  replied,  **  we  didn't  have  a  good  day 
at  all."    "  Why  ?  "  I  asked,    "  Oh,"  he  said,  "  you 
see  we  dropped  the  beer  jar  overboard."  (Laughter.) 
To  him  even  the  possession  of  a  few  eels  were 
nothing  as  compared  with  the  fact  that  they  had 
dropped  the  beer  overboard  and  spoilt  the  day. 
But  I  would  take  your  minds  away  from  sordid 
questions  of  licensing — (laughter) — which,  by  the 
way,  this  not  being  a  political  occasion  I  should 
not  have  touched  upon — to  the  finer  ideals  of  the 
trout-fisher  on  the  best  of  all  streams,  the  chalk- 
streams  on  the  south  coast  of  England.    As  I  have 
said,  it  is  not  only  fishing  itself,  but  the  sur- 
roundings that  charm   us.    In   no  other  sport 
js  there  the  setting  you  get  in  connection  with 
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fishing.    Take,  for  instance,  an  evening  on  the 
Test  or  the  Itchen,  when,  after    the  sunlight 
has  died    out,   you  walk    home  through  lanes 
sweet  with  honeysuckle.    Is  not  that  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  experiences  of  the  angler  ?  (Hear 
hear.)     The  surroundings  of  the  sport  of  fishing 
add  more  than  half  to  its  charm.    (Cheers.)    It  is 
a  study  of  Nature  from  beginning  to  end.   We  take 
the  feather  of  the  bird ;  we  employ  the  ethereal 
to  catch  the  material ;  and  we  imitate  the  gnat  so 
finely  that  the  swallow  flying  bj-  will  almost  take 
it  off  the  face  of  the  water.    It  is  the  setting  of 
fishing  which  adds  to  its  charm.     (Hear,  hear.) 
Much  has  been  said  of  late  by  divines  and  others 
as  to  the  need  for  the  week-end  rest.    All  I  can 
say  is — and  I  am  a  hard-working  man  myself — that 
there  is  no  recreation  in  the  world  to  compare  with 
fishing  and  the  results  it  brings — peace  of  mind, 
contentment,  and  rest  to  the  nerves.  (Cheers.) 
I  have,  during  the  past  year,  been  making  an 
experiment,  with  my  friend  Mr.  Braun,  in  the 
direction  of  converting  a  lake  at  my  home  at 
Beaulieu,  which  has  hitherto  contained  only  coarse 
fish,  into  a  trout  lake  ;  and  when  we  were  doing 
this  we  had  qualms  as  to  whether  we  would  really 
exterminate  that  enemy  of  all  good  fly-fishers,  the 
pike,  so  absolutely  that  we  could  put  trout  into  the 
lake.    The  lake  is,  I  may  add,  in  every  other  way 
entirely  suitable  for  trout.    But  nobody  who  had 
seen  my  friend  Mi-.  Braun,  last  September,  up  to 
his  waist  in  mud,  sprinkling  lime  in  every  direction, 
would  have  any  doubt  on  the  matter,  for  round 
him  were  fish  of  all  kinds  and  sizes ;  and  I  am 
svure  no  living  thing  could  have  existed  after  his 
liberal  sprinkling  from  the  lime  bag.  (Laughter.) 
On  that   occasion  we   had  many  very  curious 
experiences.    We  were  not  only  searching  for  fish, 
but  for  a  golden  virgin  supposed  to  be  hidden  in 
the  mud.    We  did  not  find  the  golden  virgin,  but 
I  hope  we  have  a  gold  mine  in  what  I  trust  will  be 
one  of  the  finest  trout  lakes  in  the  kingdom. 
(Cheers.)    And  I  hope  many  of  you  will  have  the 
pleasure  of  fishing  it,  I  dsure  not  say  this  year,  but 
next  year  and  the  years  after.    (Cheers.)    I  did 
not  know  until  I  began  to  drain  that  lake  the  great 
interest  that  was  displayed  in  the  East-end  of 
London  in  coarse  fish,  and  the   extent  of  the 
market  there  for  all  kinds  of   coarse   fish,  not 
by    the    pound    or    the    201b.,    but    by  the 
hundredweight   and  the  ton.     There  descended 
upon  me   from   all   kinds   of  unknown  streets 
east   of  Whitechapel,  a  curious   assortment  of 
people  with  various  names,  many  of  them  rather 
biblical — (laughter) — and  they  bargained  for  fish  as 
to  the  manner  born.    They  were  extremely  clever. 
On  one  occasion  we  put  the  fish  into  a  sort  of  tent 
which  had  a  loose  flap  behind,  and  as  they  went  in 
they  were  to  be  weighed  and  taken  away  by  the 
men  who  had  come  down  to  buy  them.    The  fish 
were  continually  being  taken  up  into  the  tent,  and 
yet  the  tent  never  seemed  to  get  any  fuller.  I 
thought  of  all  kinds  of  things  that  would  account 
for  the  mysterious  disappearance,  and  subsequently 
I  found  that  as  soon  as  the  fish  were  taken  in  and 
piled  up,  these  hungry  men  from  the  East-end  of 
London  passed  them  out  through  the  flap  of  the 
tent,  from  which  they  were  taken  to  the  woodland 
behind,  placed  in  a  cart,  and  conveyed  to  the 
station.    (Laughter.)    I  do  not  grudge  them  the 
fish  they  got,  because  their  cleverness  certainly 
deserved  reward  ;  but,  if  ever  any  one  of  you  should 
drain  a  lake  in  the  future  and  receive  offers  at  an 
apparently  magnificent  rate  to  take  your  fish,  you 
must  have  them  put  in  a  wire  enclosure,  or  you  will 
find  that  of  five  tons  of  fish  you  will  only  have  sold 
two.    (Loud  laughter.)    I  feel  that  I  have  been 
on  my  legs  too  long.    (No,  no.)     The  greatest 
art  of  an  after-dinner  speaker  is  not  to  interrupt 
the  concert  too  long,  and  I  do  not  intend  to  detain 
you  much  longer.    I  can  only  say  that  I  felt  a 
great  honour  had  been  conferred  upon  me  when 
Mr.  Marston  asked  me  to  preside  over  your  dinner 
this  evening.    I  am  very  sorry  not  to  see  my  pre- 
decessor, Mr.  Justice  Darling,  here.    He  lives  a 
very  few  miles  from  me,  and  I  think  he  fraudu- 
lently represented  himself  to  you  last  year  as  a 
fisherman.    (Laughter.)   I  do  not  believe  he  can 
throw   a  fly,   and   I   am   sure  he  cannot  bait 
a  hook.    I  do  not  know  what  he  said  to  you, 
but    I    am    confident    that   if   I   offered  him 
a   day's   fishing   at   Beaulieu  he  would  not  be 
able  to  catch  a  trout  except  by  accident.  (Laughter.) 
But  in  these  days,  especially  if  one  is  a  motorist, 
one  must  speak  with  the  greatest  respect  of  anyone 
in  a  judicial  position— (laughter) — and  I  certainly 


might  be  tempted  to  do  what  a  friend  of  mine  did 
in  circumstances  which  I  will  relate  to  you.  He 
was  a  gentleman  from  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic, 
and,  wishing  to  curry  favour  with  a  judge  of  the 
High  Court,  went  to  his  solicitor  one  morning  and 
said,  "  I  am  thinking  of  sending  the  judge  a  brace 
of  pheasants."  The  solicitor  drew  himself  up, 
and  quite  rightly  condemned  the  proceeding 
as  absolutely  un-English,  as  an  attempt  at  bribery 
and  corruption,  and  as  likely  to  prejudice  the  case 
against  him  as  anything  he  could  possibly  do. 
After  a  moment  or  two,  my  friend  said,  "  I  will 
send  the  judge  the  brace  of  pheasants,  but  in  the 
name  of  the  other  man."  (Laughter.)  The  result 
was,  I  am  credibly  informed,  that  the  judge  looked 
sternly  at  the  parties  on  the  other  side,  said  several 
forcible  things,  and  summed  up  in  such  a  way 
that  the  jury  had  no  option  but  to  find  in  my 
friend's  favour.    If  my  time  comes — I  hope  it 


that  would  be  slightly  difficult,  unless  one  happened 
to  have  a  squint.  (Laughter.)  What  the  bishop 
meant  by  nature  appears  to  be  indicated  in  his 
final  maxim,  "  Never  fall  in  love  with  one  you  meet 
by  the  waterside.  There  are  situations  when 
every  woman  looks  an  angel."  That  reminds  me 
of  an  incident  in  which  figiured  my  sister's  governess 
and  my  tutor.  The  latter  used  to  fish  while  the 
governess  looked  on.  On  one  occasion  my  tutor, 
who  was  using  my  flies — a  tutor  may  do  many 
things  but  he  should  not  use  his  pupil's  flies — 
hooked  in  a  bush  opposite,  and,  as  it  was  my  fly, 
he  felt  he  must  recover  it.  Having  requested 
the  governess  to  retire  to  a  discreet  distance,  he 
divested  himself  of  most  of  his  clothing  and  swam 
across  the  river  to  recover  the  fly.  At  what  period 
he  became  alarmed  for  his  safety  I  do  not  know, 
but  he  began  to  shout.  The  lady  immediately 
returned,  and,  seeing  the  position,  rushed  off  to 
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may  be  many  a  long  day  before  it  does — to 
be  brought  before  Mr.  Justice  Darling  for  ex- 
ceeding the  limit  on  the  Bath  road,  I  shall 
send  him  a  brace  of  good  trout  in  the  name 
of  the  sergeant  of  police  of  the  district.  (Hear, 
hear,  and  laughter.)  Fishing  is  one  of  the  few 
sports  in  connection  with  which  there  is  no  litiga- 
tion, except  when  one  occasionally  poaches  on  other 
people's  water.  I  am  reminded,  in  this  connection, 
that  some  time  ago  Mr.  Marston,  to  whom  I  am 
indebted  for  one  or  two  very  amusing  suggestions 
for  this  evening,  told  me  that  a  friend  of  his  had 
come  across  a  manuscrij)t  written  seventy-five 
years  ago  on  an  old  copy  cf  the  immortal  Izaak 
Walton's  "  Compleat  Aiigler,"  in  which  a  bishop, 
good  man  that  he  was,  had  annotated  a  few  moral 
reflections,  which  began  thus :  "Be  civil  to  the 
gamekeeper  should  you  be  caught  trespassing," 
followed  by,  "  When  fishing  always  keep  one  eye 
upon  nature  and  the  other  on  your  fly."    I  think 


the  farm  close  by  and  procured  two  labourers,  who, 
by  means  of  ropes,  pulled  my  tutor  out.  When 
extricated,  he  rounded  on  the  lady,  saying,  "  Why 
could  you  not  rescue  me  yourself?  Why  did 
you  bring  those  fellows  along  ? "  Well,  if 
fly-fishing  leads  to  situations  like  that  I  do 
not  wonder  at  the  good  bishop  saying  there  are 
situations  when  every  woman  looks  like  an  angel. 
Well,  gentlemen,  I  thank  you  very  much  for 
listening  to  me  so  "^patiently.  I  think  the  Fly 
Fishers'  Club  needs  no  praise  from  me.  It  has 
existed  for  many  years,  and  it  is  a  club  which 
should  have  the  support  of  everybody  who  uses  a 
rod  and  a  piece  of  fine  gut  and  hopes  to  catch  a 
trout.  (Cheers.)  I  do  not  think  I  am  a  member, 
but  if  your  secretary  will  put  my  name  down  and 
forward  me  a  banker's  order,  I  shall  be  pleased,  if 
elected,  to  join  this  noble  club,  and  assist  it  in 
every  way  I  possibly  can.  (Cheers.)  While  there 
are  many  sports  which  are  attacked;  by  modern 
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thinkers  and  writers,  I  feel  certain  that  fishing  is 
as  secure  as  the  future  of  the  human  race,  and  that 
as  long  as  the  human  race  endures,  fishing — 
especially  fly-fishing— \vill  prosper.  I  am  quite 
sur6,  also,  that  the  greater  the  hustle  of  modern 
hfe  and  the  more  the  tendency  to  work  hard  the 
greater  will  be  the  success  achieved  by  clubs  such 
as  this,  which  enable  us  to  follow  a  sport  that 
secures  peace  and  rest  for  the  mind,  and,  I  hope,  ' 
does  us  good  body  and  soul.  (Cheers.)  I  give 
you  the  toast  of  "  The  Fly  Fishers'  Club,"  with 
which  I  couple  the  names  of  Col.  C.  E.  Jeans, 
president,  and  Mr.  E.  B.-  Marston,  hon.  treasurer. 
The  toast  having  been  drunk  with  enthusiasm. 
Col.  C.  E.  Jeans  rose  to  reply.  He  said:  My 
Lord  and  Gentlemen,— There  is  one  duty  of  the 
president  which  does  not  appeal  to  the  man  of 
average  modesty,  and  that  is  responding  to  this 
toast  before  such  an  audience.  Still,  there  is  much 
pleasure  and  honour  in  the  presidency  of  such  a 
club  for  a  fisherman  who  boasts  no  skill.  I  think 
my  greatest  feat  was  hooking  a  rat  in  the  back  on 
the  Darenth  and  killing  him.  But,  though  I  boast 
no  skill,  i  have  an  intense  love  for  the  ancient 


was  rather  small,  and  he  thought  an  enormous 
number  seemed  to  be  going  in,  so  he  walked  round 
to  the  other  side  and  found  that  his  mate  was 
kicking  them  out  as  fast  as  they  went  in.  (Laughter.) 
But  to  pass  from  trivialities  to  business.  My  pre- 
decessor referred  last  year  to  the  work  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee.  I  have  nothing  to  report 
this  year,  because  there  has  been  nothing  for  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  to  do.  I  think  that  is  a 
good  thing.  (Hear,  hear.)  Perhaps  it  may  be 
owing  to  the  existence  of  our  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee that  the  Government  have  not  dared  to 
tamper  with  fishing.  (Laughter.)  At  any  rate, 
they  have  not  threatened  the  liberties  of  private 
fishing  or  fishermen.  The  principal  matter  to 
which  I  desire  to  refer  is  the  removal  of  the  club 
to  its  new  premises  in  Piccadilly.  Previously  we 
were  at  the  mercy  of  a  restaurant,  who  desired 
our  room  more  than  our  company,  and  the  best 
that  could  be  said  of  our  old  premises  was  that 
they  were  comfortable  and  snug.  In  fact,  they 
were  so  snug  that  they  were  not  capable  of  expan- 
sion, and  when  a  club  like  ours  cannot  expand  it 
is  liable  to  extinction.  Mr.  Marston  will  tell  you 
many  things,  but  one  thing  he  will  not  tell  you  is 
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craft,  so  ancient  that  I  am  always  hoping  that  we 
shall  dig  up  some  great  secret  from  the  tombs  of 
the  Pharaohs — perhaps  the  original  Jock  Scott, 
■  from  which  the  present  specimen  has  degenerated. 
(Laughter.)  In  one  matter  my  colleagues  have  failed 
me— they  have  not  provided  me  with  a  new  and 
original  fish  story.  Those  whom  I  approached 
told  me  that  there  were  no  new  ones,  and  I  believed 
them  until  I  heard  the  Chairman's  speech.  (Laugh- 
ter.) -  But  I  heard  a  story  in  the  Tube  as  I  came 
along  that  seems  worth  repeating.  I  do  not  tell 
it  as  having  anything  to  do  with  fishing,  but 
simply  as  a  fact — and  truth  is  dear  to  all  fisher- 
men. ("  Oh,"  and  laughter.)  Two  working  men 
near  me  were  reading.  One  said,  "  Bill,  what  is 
this  new  theology  they're  all  talking  about  ?  "  "I 
don't  know  which,"  replied  the  other,  "  but  it's  one 
of  them  new  whiskeys."  (Laughter.)  The  story 
which  the  Chairman  told  us  to-night  about  the 
fish  disappearing  from  the  tent  on  his  estate  at 
Beaulieu  rather  suggests  that  the  men  must  have 
been  related  to  the  mate  of  a  Mediterranean 
tramp  I  once  travelled  on.  He  was  carrying 
a  cargo  of  Hadjis  in  the  Red  Sea,  and  rigged 
up  a  shelter  on  deck  as  the  sun  was  very  hot, 
charging  them  a  dollar  a,piece  to  go  in,    The  tent 


the  share  he  has  taken  in  the  moving  of  the  club. 
Mr.  Marston  threw  himself  heart  and  soul  into 
the  movement,  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  his  en- 
couragement, the  removal  would  never  have  taken 
place.  I  also  desire  to  mention  the  part  played  in 
the  removal  by  Mr.  G.  E.  M.  Skues,  Mr.  C.  A.  M 
Skues,  Mr.  Bui-tt,  Mr.  Pigou,  and  others,  Mr.' 
G.  E.  M.  Skues  generously  taking  upon  himself  the 
legal  difficulties,  thereby  enabling  us  to  avoid  those 
pitfalls  which  were  made  for  us  by— well,  by  those 
with  whom  our  interests  clash.  (Hear,  hear,  and 
laughter.)  I  have  also  to  thank  those  members 
who  generously  came  forward  with  financial  help 
and  enabled  us  to  get  over  the  expense  incidental 
to  the  removal.  In  conclusion,  I  would  ofier,  on 
behalf  of  the  club,  our  united  thanks  to  Lord 
Montagu  for  his  kindly  and  witty  speech  in  pro- 
posing the  toast  of  the  club. 

Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  also  replied.  He  said :  My 
Lord  and  Gentlemen,  —  The  response  to  this 
toast  is  always  a  happy  combination  of  the 
beiufciful  and  the  useful— the  president  gives  you 
the  beautiful  and  I  give  you  the  useful.  As 
honorary  treasurer  I  have  great  pleasure  in  stating 
that  the  financial  position  of  the  club  is  as  satis- 


factory as  ever.    (Cheers.)    As  you  are  all  aware, 
for  many  months  past,  the  committee  has  endea- 
voured, by  the  aid  of  the  sub-committees,  to  find 
a  larger  and  more  suitable  home  for  the  club.  I 
am  sure  the  club  is   greatly   indebted   to  the 
naembers    of    those    sub-committees    for  the 
immense    amount    of    work    they    did— work 
which    finally    resulted     in    our    finding  our 
present  commodious   and    comfortable  quarters 
at  No.  .36,  Piccadilly.    (Hear,  hear.)    Of  course, 
you  cannot  expect  to  get  a  palace  on  the  present 
very  modest  annual  subscription— I  say  present, 
beca.u8e  it  is  quite  probable  that  before  very  long 
it  will  be  raised.    At  our  last  committee  meeting 
we  elected  no  fewer  than  fifteen  new  members, 
including,  I  am  sure  you  will  all  be  glad  to  hear, 
that  first-rate  sportsman,  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Richmond  and  Gordon— (cheers)— who  presided  so 
ably  over  our  annual  dinner  a  year  or  two  ago,  and 
would  have  been  with  us  this  evening  but  for  a 
prior  engagement.  In  connection  with  the  move  into 
the  new  premises,  I  must  express  the  obligation 
we  are  under  to  our  excellent  secretary,  Mr.  C.  A.  M. 
Skues,  for  the  work  he  has  done.  (Hear,  hear.)  He 
has  worked  like  a  horse— in  fact,  like  a  40-horse- 
power  motor.    (Hear,  hear.)    I  must  read  you  a 
postcard  I  had  from  him  after  leaving  him  about 
11  o'clock  the  previous  night  taking  down  pictures 
and  curtains  at  our  old  premises.    He  wrote  :— 
"  Dear  Marston,— To-day  has  been  pure,  undiluted 
]oy.    The  pantechnicon  people  did  not  get  our 
things  over  to  Piccadilly  till  about  5  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  and  everything  is  still  in  pieces.  The 
electric  light  men  have  not  finished  a  single  room, 
and  the  floors  are  in  a  lovely  state  of  dust  and  dirt. 
We  shall  have  to  postpone  the  opening."  And 
we  did  !    I  should  like  the  members  to  know  also 
how  much  we  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Burtt,  Mr.  Pigou, 
Mr.  Cornewall,  and  other  members.    Mr.  Burtt's 
knowledge  and  enthusiasm  have  been  of  the  greatest 
assistance.    (Hear,  hear.)    On  behalf  of  the  com- 
mittee, I  have  to  express  thanks  to  several  members 
who  have  kindly  presented  the  club  with  books 
and  pictures.   I  may  specially  mention  our  greatly 
esteemed  ex-president,  Mr.  Frederic  M.  Halford, 
and  our  American  member,  the  Hon.  Daniel  B. 
Fearing.    I  should  like  to  add  that  the  increased 
wall  space  now  at  our  disposal  will  permit  us  to 
display  any  rare  and  valuable  paintings  or  engrav- 
ings which  may  be  presented  to  the  club.  (Hear, 
hear,  and   laughter.)    As   you   are   aware,  Mr. 
Halford  has  experienced  a  great  loss  by  the  death 
of  that  charming  lady  his  wife,  and  he  desii-ed 
me  to  express  his  regret  that,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances,   he    would    not    be    able    to  be 
with  us  at  this  dinner.    He  takes  the  greatest 
interest  in  the  club,  and  I  am  glad  to  say  he  shares 
my  own  very  hopeful  views  as  to  its  future.    I  am 
delighted  to  add  that  Mr.  Senior  feels  equally 
confident,  as  I  am  sure  he  will  tell  you  presentlv. 
But  really  that  is  the  general  view.    All  we  require 
is  the  addition  of  another  fifty  or  so  new  members. 
One  of  the  main  objects  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club 
is  to  keep  up  a  high  standard,  and  to  always  act 
like  sportsmen— in  fact,  like  that  fly  fisher  whose 
conduct  was  recently  sung  in  verse  by  a  west 
country  poet  and  angler,  Mr.  J.  E.  Newport.    It  is 
too  long  to  give  you  more  than  the  last  verse 
The  poem  is  entitled,  "  Faith,  Hope,  Charity,  and 
the  Truthful  Fly  Fisher."    The  poet,  in  his  previous 
verses,  describes  how  he  saw  this  angler  fishin<^  in 
a  pond  which  had  been  dry  for  weeks  until  "the 
previous  day.    When  he  saw  him  in  the  mornino- 
he  thought  of  telling  him  there  were  no  fish  in  the 
water,  but  the  angler  looked  so  happy  thrashing 
away  that  he  could  not  dash  his  hopes.    So  the 
poet  goes  on  : — 

"  I  went  away,  but  when  at  night 

I  found  him  fishing  still, 
I  thought  I  must  in  Charity 

His  Faith  and  Hope  now  kill. 
So  said,  '  What  luck,  sir,  have  you  had  ? ' 

He  'fixed'  me  with  his  eyes. 
And  sajd,  '  Oh,  fairly  good,  but  they 

Were"  all  much  under  size; 
And  as  I  only  fish  for  sport. 

And  not  lor  sordid  gain. 
Of  course  I  did  a  sportsman's  act, 

And  put  them  back  again.'" 

(Laughter.)  In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  I  am  sure 
we  all  greatly  appreciate  the  very  pleasant  words 
of  our  Chairman,  Lord  Montagu,  about  the  club, 
and  are  dehghted  to  have  such  a  good  sportsmati 
to  preside  at  this  year's  annual  dinner, 
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Mr.  'Wai.  Senioe  then  gave  the  toast  of  "  Our 
Guests."     He  said :  My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, — 
In  rising  to  propose  this  toast,  I  should  like  to 
follow  up  the  text  of  our  friend  Marston,  and  what 
little  sermon  I  preach  shall  be  in  praise  of  the 
Fly  Fishers'  Club,  in  order  that  the  guests  may  all 
determine  to  become  members.    I  fully  endorse 
his  remarks  about  the  new  premises,  and  am  quite 
certain  that  the  move  of  the  club  to  Piccadilly  is 
one  of  the  wisest  that  could  have  been  made. 
Time  I  believe  wiU  show  that  it  will  be  of  great 
benefit   to   the  club.      This    is    our  twenty- 
thii-d    annual    dinner,    and   we    shall    in  two 
years  be  celebrating  our  sQver  wedding ;  and 
some  of  us   have  an  ambition  that  by  that 
time  the  roll-call    of  members    shall  be  not 
lower     than    500.    (Cheers.)     There    are  two 
toasts  always  received  with  enthusiasm  at  our 
annual  dinners.    The  first  is  the  toast  of  the  club, 
which  is  proposed  on  each  occasion  by  the  Chair- 
man of  the  evening.    "We  have  been  continually 
honoured  by  distinguished  occupants  of  the  chair. 
We  started  with  Sir  Ford  North,  and  he  was  kind 
enough  to  take  the  chair  at  a  house-warming  after- 
wards.   Then  came  Sir  George  Eooper,  who  will 
be  remembered  as  the  author  of  many  charming 
angling  books.    Among  other  chairmen,  we  have 
had  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and   Gordon,  the 
Marquis     of     Granby,     Lord     Denbigh,  Sir 
Edward  Grey,  Mr.  Choate,  then  American  Ambas- 
sador— ^\  ho  gave  us  a  very  memorable  night ; 
Lord  Claud  Hamilton,  Sir  Samuel  Montague,  and 
Mr.  W.  H.  Grenfell.  Sir  Samuel  Montague  has  since 
been  raised  to  the  peerage  as  Lord  Swaythling, 
and  Mr.  Grenfell  has  become  Lord  Desborough ; 
and  I  daresay  that,  if  the  truth  were  known,  we 
should  find  that  those  distinctions  were  the  out- 
come of  their  connection  with  the  Fly  Fishers' 
Club.    (Laughter.)    I  especially  address  myself  to 
om-  younger  members  when  I  say — See  what  mem- 
bership of  this  club  might  lead  to.  (Laughter.) 
It  is,  however,  not  my  desire  to  be  frivolous, 
but  to  preach  that  little  sermon  about  the  advan- 
tages of  the  club.    We  have  an  excellent  billiard - 
room,  and  the  benefit  of  a  billiard-room  is  that 
if  a  fellow  member  is  making  his  stories  a  little 
too  tall  you  may  take  him  behind  the  cm-tains 
and,    if    one    might    descend    for    a  moment 
to  classical  language,  "  knock  spots  out  of  him." 
(Laughter.)     Then  we  have  cabins,  boxes,  and 
drawers,  and  not  only  have  we   every  kind  of 
artificial  fly,  but  the  materials  of  which  they  are 
made.    There  is  a  point  about  this,  for  there  are 
so  many  flies  nowadays  that  those  of  us  whose 
memories  are  not  good  cannot  possibly  carry  them 
in  our  minds.    That  reminds  me  of  a  story  of  a 
gentleman  and  his  niece  who  were  crossing  the 
ocean.     At  dinner  the  steward,  approaching  the 
gentleman,  asked  him  what  he  would  like  to  drink, 
whereupon  he  took  up  the  list  by  his  side  and  said, 
"  I  should  like  a  bottle  of  Yomenstein,  and  my 
niece  would  like  a  bottle  of  Bokenzell."    "  I  beg 
your  pardon,"  obsen'ed  the  steward,  "  but  you  are 
looking  at  the  passenger  list."    (Laughter.)    I  can 
assure  you  that  the  list  you  get  in  tl:e  Fly  Fishers' 
Club  is  the  correct  one.    We  have  a  library  also, 
an  excellent  secretary  and  librarian,  a  vigorous  and 
faithful  committee,  and  an  enthusiastic  Ijacking 
of  young  members.    (Laughter.)    A  few  of  the  old 
stagers  turn  up  occasionally,  and  the  club  is  a  sort 
of  fishing  exchange  and  mart.     Information  is 
freely  given,  and  underlying  it  all  is  the  feeling  of 
comradeship  and  good  fellowship  which  has  kept 
the  club  together  for  so  many  years,  and  which  has 
led  to  its  achieving  its  present  strong  position. 
(Cheers.)    Now  the  guests  this  evening  can  have 
all  these  advantages  for  a  very  small  subscription, 
and  I  can  assure  them  that  the  benefits  are  cheap 
at  the  price.    The  second  toast  which  we  always 
honour  with  enthusiasm  at  our  dinner  is  that  of  the 
visitors,  but  we  have  now  renamed  it  to  that  of  the 
guests.    In  the  hope  of  getting  an  idea  of  some- 
thing to  say  to-night,  I  went  through  the  reports 
of  our  annual  dinners,  and  I  discovered  one  or  two 
things.    First,  that  our  friend  Marston  had  made 
a  speech    on    every  one    of    those  occasions. 
(Laughter.)    I  also  discovered  that  I  had  made 
many  in  proposing  this  toast,  and  I  rose  from  my 
task  disillusioned.    I  had  always  prided  myself  on 
having  made  short  speeches,  but  when  I  turned 
over  page  after  page  and  saw  the  appalling  inflict- 
tions  I  had  been  guilty  of,  I  made  up  my  mind 
that  after  to-night  I  woxald  never  offend  again  in 
that  manner.     (Laughter.)    But  the  guests  are 


always^  welcome.  There  is  no  limit  to  the 
cordiality  with  which  we  receive  them,  either 
here  or  at  our  club.  (Hear,  hear.)  And, 
with  the  increased  number  of  members,  we 
old  hands,  whose  days  are  naturally  getting  fewer, 
will  drop  out  of  the  ranks  with  the  firm  conviction 
that  former  guests  ai-e  filling  our  places,  and 
bringing  more  guests  to  recruit  the  roll,  so  as  to 
establish  the  club  for  generations  on  a  firm  and 
sound  foundation.  (Hear,  hear.)  I  couple  with 
this  toast  the  name  of  Col.  Bromley  Davenport, 
and  I  would  remind  you  that  one  of  the  finest 
articles  ever  written  descriptive  of  a  fight  with, 
and  ultimate  loss  of,  a  monster  salmon  in  Norway 
was  written  by  his  distinguished  father,  who  was 
one  of  the  finest  sportsmen  of  his  day.  (Cheers.) 

Col.  Bromley  Davenport,  in  replying,  said : 
My  Lord  and  Gentlemen,— In  thanking  you,  in 
the  name  of  all  your  guests,  for  your  hospitality 
to-night,  and,  on  my  own  behalf,  for  the  honour 
you  have  done  me  in  coupling  my  name  with  the 
toast,  I  should  particularly  like  to  acknowledge 
the  very  charming  welcome  which  Mr.  Senior  ex- 
tended to  us  in  your  name.  I  have  reason  to  know 
something  of  the  hospitality  of  your  club,  for, 
although  this  is  the  first  time  I  have  had  the 
honour  of  dining  with  you  at  your  annual  dinner, 
it  is  not  the  first  time  I  have  had  the  advantage 
of  your  generous  hospitality.    I  have  to  thank 
the    members   of  the   club  for  their  kindness 
in    perrnitting    the    Anglo-Norwegian  Fishing 
Association    to    hold    their     annual  .meetings 
within  your  walls.    That  association,  of  which 
I  have  the  honour  to  be  president,  has  no  habi- 
tation, and  your  kind  sympathy  has,  on  more 
than  one  occasion,  enabled  us  to  meet  in  great 
comfort  and  in  an  atmosphere  suggestive  of  the 
sport  we  all  love.    (Hear,  hear.)    Our  Chairman, 
in  the  course  of  his  speech,  referred  not  only  to 
fishing  but  also  to  motoring,  and  I  thought  I  traced 
in  his  observations  a  note  of  uneasiness.  Perhaps 
you  do  not  all  appreciate  the  reason  for  that  un- 
easiness ;  but,  if  rumour  be  true,  there  was  good 
reason  for  it,  and  for  the  tone  in  which  he  referred 
to  his  neighlDOur,  Mr.  Justice  Darling.    For  I  am 
informed  that  on  Saturday  last  the  Chairman  ran  a 
great  risk  of  being  rendered  unable  to  be  present  to- 
night.    He  was,  I  have  heard,  proceeding  at  a 
pace— well,  let  us  hope  he  was  trying  to  avoid 
any  risk   of  being    summoned    for    loitering — 
(laughter)— when  in  front  of  his  car  there  suddenly 
appeared  two  little  children.-   With  great  prompti- 
tude he  saved  theur  lives  by  dashing  into,  and 
knocking  down,  a  cottage.    (Laughter.)    I  do  not 
know  whether  it  was  his  own  cottage,  but  I  under- 
stand that  no  injury  was  done,   except  to  the 
cottage ;  and  I  believe  that  was  the  reason  why 
he  spoke  in  terms  of  such  exaggerated  respect  for 
his    neighbour,    Mr.    Justice  Darling.  (Loud 
laughter.)    Whilst  our  Chairman  was  speaking  I 
remembered  a  story  which  was  told  to  me  as 
being  true  by  a  friend  of  mine,  but  I  will  not 
vouch  for  it,  because  he  was  an  Irishman  and 
a  member  of  Parliament.    (Laughter.)    He  told 
me  that  he  was  the  friend  of  all  his  constituents  in 
Ireland,   and  that  whenever  they  got  into  any 
trouble  they  always  went  to  him.    One  day  a  map 
came  to  him  and  said,  "  I  have  come  to  you,  sir,  to 
ask  you  to  help  me.    The  fact  is,  I  am  in  trouble. 
I  was  just  walking  along  the  bank  of  the  river  last 
Sunday  with  a  stick  in  my  hand — I  must  admit  it 
had  a  bit  of  a  crook  at  the  end  of  it.    The  police 
came  up  and  searched  me,  and  I  cannot  deny  that 
they  found  two  salmon  on  me.    Now  next  Tuesday 
I  shall  be  up  before  the  magistrate,  and  I  want  you 
to  help  me."    "Well,"  replied  my  friend,  "it  is 
obvious  what  you  have  been  doing.    You  have  been 
poaching,  and  have  taken  out  two  salmon,  and  I  hope 
you'll  get  your  deserts."    My  friend  then  added  : 
"  But  we  employ  a  bailiff  to  watch  this  water. 
What  is  he  doing  to  let  you  poach?"  "That's 
the  devil  of  it,"  replied  the  man,  "  I'm  the  bailiff." 
(Laughter.)    What  is  expected  on  this  occasion  is 
that  a  speaker  should  tell  some  fishing  yarns,  and, 
if  possible,  draw  upon  his  personal  experience,  but, 
failing  that,  upon  his  imagination.  When  it  comes 
to  a  discussion  on  fish  or  fishing,  every  man  who 
enters  therein  is  supposed  to  be  a  liar.    It  may  be 
notorious  that  in  regard  to  everything  else  in  the 
world  a  man  is  scrupulously  truthful ;  yet  when 
he   comes   to   fishing   it   is   assumed   he  must 
be  a  direct  descendant  of  Ananias.    We  know  that 
when  the  old  seafarer  returned  from  his  voyages 
and  told  stories  of  his  experiences  they  were  be- 


lieved, until  one  day  he  said  he  had  seen  a  flying 
fish,  and  they  then  took  him  out  and  burned  him. 
(Laughter.)    Now  if  he  had  said  he  had  seen  a 
flying  hippopotamus,  or  anything  of  that  kind,  he 
would  have  been  believed ;  but  immediately  ;  he 
spoke  of  a  flying  fish   his   doom  was  sealed. 
(Laughter.)     Mr.  Senior,  in  the  course  of  his 
speech,  invited  the  guests  to  become  members  of 
the  club.    There  is  one  formality  with  respect  to 
which  some  of  us  feel  a  little  anxious— we  iiave  to 
be  elected.    There  is  recalled  to  my  mind  a  club 
in   America  known   as   the   Liars'   Club.  The 
members  met  at  stated  periods  in  friendly  com- 
petition, and  there  was  a  prize  given  at  each  meeting 
for  the  biggest  liar.    On  one  occasion  there  was 
a  gentleman  proposed  for  membership  who  was 
well  known  as  a  fisherman.    He  was,  however, 
blackballed  unanimously,  the  members  declaring 
that  theirs  was  an  amateur  club  and  that  they 
would  have  no  professionals.    (Laughter.)  Lord 
Dunedin  told  me  an  interesting  story  once  when 
he  was  Lord  jtdvocate  for  Scotland.    He  had  been 
engaged  in  a  case  wh  ich  had  to  do  with  some  question 
of  fishing  rights,  and  he  was  quite  certain  he  would 
win  his  case  if  his  principal  witness  would  tell  his 
story  correctly  and  would  stand  cross-examination. 
His  principal  witness  went  into  the  box  and  told  his 
story  admirably.    So  far  all  was  well ;  but  when 
it  came  to  cross-examination  he  broke  down 
utterly,  and  the  case  was  lost.    The  witness  subse- 
quently went  to  his  advocate  in  great  indignation, 
saying,  "  It's  a  darned  shame  to  put  a  man  on  his 
oath  in  a  fishing  case."    (Laughter.)    If  it  is  true 
that  fishermen  are  occasionally  given  to  exaggera- 
tion, I  wish  to  assure  you  that  I  am  a  brilliant 
exception.    But  once  I  was  tempted,  and  I  did 
exaggerate.    I  was  tempted  into  an  exaggeration 
about  the  size  of  a  fish,  but  the  consequences  were  so 
lamentable  that  I  have  determined  that  never  again 
will  I  offend.  Nearmy  home  in  Norway  I  was  fishing 
a  pool  which  runs  so  close  under  the  roadway  that 
you  stand  on  the  road  to  fish  it.    Just  as  I  was 
pulling  out  a  little  grilse  a  party  of  English  tourists 
came  along.    The  water  was  strong,  and  the  grilse 
gave  me  a  little  trouble,  but  I  eventually  got  it  on 
to  the  road,  and  when  I  saw  it  I  was  ashamed 
of  it  after  the  trouble  it  had  given.    But  the  spec- 
tators had  apparently  never  seen  such  a  fish,  and 
admiringly  asked  me  what  it  weighed.   It  weighed 
about  51b.,  or,  perhaps,  less,  but  I  took  my  scales, 
and,  with  great  affectation  at  nicely,  I  announced 
that  it  weighed  just  221b.   (Laughter.)   If  that  had 
been  the  end  of  it,  all  would  have  been  well ;  but,  very 
foolishly,  I  went  on  fishing,  and  the  tourists  re- 
mained. I  next  got  a  good  fish,  and,  af  er  a  struggle, 
landed  it.  It  was  a  251b.  fish,  and  when  this  monster 
emerged  from  the  water  and  was  placed  at  the 
side  of  the  other,  they  naturally  wanted  to  know 
what  he  weighed.     Here  I  was  in  a  difficulty. 
(Laughter.)     I  had  either  to  admit  my  original 
exaggeration  or  see  the  thing  through.    I, deter- 
mined that  I  would  see  it  through,  so  I  weighed 
the  fish  and  told  the  admirers  that  it  weighed 
72lb.    (Laughter.)    Upon  my  conscience,  I  never 
expected  them  to  believe  it,  but  they  did,  and  then 
went  away.    Now  if  that  had  been  the  end  of  it 
it    would    not    have    mattered.     But    a  few 
hours   afterwards   there  began  to  arrive  at  my 
little  Norwegian  home  the  whole  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  valley  for  miles  to  see  this  enormous 
fish.    (Loud  laughter.)     It  was  in  vain  that  I 
explained  to  them  that  it  was  all  a  joke.    Some  of 
them  had  come  ten  miles  to  see  this  721b.  salmon, 
and  the  resources    of   my  establishment  were 
strained  to  the  utmost  in  providing  them  with 
consolation.   (Laughter.)  Since  that  I  have  deter- 
mined that  never  again  will  I  be  guilty  of  ex- 
aggeration with  respect  to  any  fish  which  I  catch. 
But  with  respect  to  those  I  lose — well,  that  is 
another  matter.    (Laughter.)    I  thank  you  very 
much  for  your  kind  hospitality.    I  have  enjoyed 
myself,  as  also,  I  am  sure,  have  my  fellow  guests, 
and  I  thank  you  again  in  their  name  and  in  my 
own  for  such  a  pleasant  evening,  and  for  the  feli- 
citous manner  in  which  you  received  the  toast  of 
om'  health.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  Hedley  F.  Norris  then  proposed  "  The 
Chairman."  He  said:  Gentlemen,— The  toast  I 
have  to  propose  to  you  to-night  is  in  one  respect 
an  easy  one,  for,  however  badly  I  may  give  it,  it 
must  still  commend  itself  to  you.  The  committee 
had  hoped  that  our  chairman  at  last  year's  dinner, 
Mr.  Justice  Darling,  would  be  here  to  give  this 
toast,  but  at  the  last  he  found  he  was  unable  to 
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come.  Lord  Montagu  has  spoken  lightly  of  the 
learned  judge  regarded  as  an  angler,  but  if  Lord 
Montagu  had  been  at  last  year's  dinner,  he  would 
h^ve  known  that  Sir  Charles  Darling  was  familiar 
with  iQethods  of  angling  which,  though  hardly 
orthodox,  were  at  least  efficacious.  (Laughter.) 
Our  Chairman  to-night  is,  I  understand,  a 
motorist  of  renown.  For  myself,  all  I  know 
about  motors  and  motoring  is  that  I  was 
nearly  rim  over  by  one  to-day  at  Piccadilly  Circus. 
(Laughter.)  I  could  have  forgiven  the  chauffeur 
his  criminal  recklessness  if  the  extraordinary 
fluency  of  language  with  which  he  endowed  me  for 
the  moment  had  lasted  over  this  dinner.  As  the 
result  of  our  discussion  he  offered  to  submit  the 
dispute  to  the  arbitrament  of  the  God  of  Battles, 
an  offer  I  refused  in  the  exercise  of  that  discretion 
which  used  to  be  known  as  the  better  part  of 
valour,  but  is  now  referred  to  as  the  special  attri- 
bute of  Cabinet  Ministers.  (Laughter).  But  it  is 
not  as  a  motorist,  but  as  an  angler  and  a  pisci- 
culturist, that  we  welcome  the  presence  here  to- 
night of  Lord  Montagu  as  our  chairman.  (Cheers.) 
He  is  not  only  an  angler  but  a  very  expert  one. 
He  knows  as  well  as  any  of  us  the  difference 
between  a  "Lady  Caroline  "  and  a  "  Meg-with-the- 
muckle-mouth  "  ;  between  an  "  Olive  Dun  "  and  a 
"  Sherry  Spinner,"  and  the  more  subtle  distinc- 
tions which  exist  between  a  "  Fisherman's  Curse  " 
and  the  ordinary  forms  of  objurgation.  (Laughter.) 
Lord  Montagu  is  one  of  a  long  roll  of  distinguished 
men  who  have  acted  as  chairmen  at  our  annual 
dinner.  To  mention  only  a  few  of  his  predecessors, 
there  are  Su-  Ford  North,  the  Duke  of  Rutland,  Lord 
Desborough,  Lord  Denbigh,  Mr.  Choate,  and  the 
Duke  of  Eichmond.  And  I  believe  the  club  will 
always  command  the  presence  in  the  chair  at  our 
dinners  of  such  men  as  long  as  it  is  true  to  the  spirit 
of  the  motto  it  has  adopted — "  Out  of  this  none 
maketh  money,  only  contentment,"  and  so  long  as 
it  is  mindful  of  the  heritage  which  has  come  to  us 
through  the  lives  and  writings  of  Walton  and 
Cotton.  (Cheers.)  It  was  but  the  other  evening 
I  picked  up  an  old  volume  of  Wordsworth,  and 
among  his  poems  of  the  imagination  I  came  across 
the  following  verse  : — 

"The  stars  of  evening  shall  be  dear  to  her; 
And  she  shall  lean  her  ear  in  many  a  secret 
place. 

Where  rivulets  dance  their  wayward  round. 
And  beauty  born  of  murmuring  sound 
Shall  pass  into  her  face." 

Gentlemen,  to  you  and  to  me,  to  whom  the  morn- 
ing shave  with  the  looking-glass  as  an  adjunct  are 
a  daily  necessity,  it  may  not  appear  obvious  that 
the  babbling  brook,  the  mm-muring  stream,  the 
rippling  river  have  in  our  cases  had  the  effect  of 
adding  appreciably  to  our  physical  attractions,  but 
I  would  like  to  think  that  during  those  many 
hours  we  have  spent  by  the  riverside  some  of  the 
beauty  which,  in  the  case  of  Wordsworth's  heroine, 
passed  into  her  face,  may  have  passed,  if  only  tran- 
siently, into  om-  hearts  and  into  our  minds.  (Cheers.) 
Gentlemen,  I  have  mentioned  Mr.  Choate's  name 
as  one  of  our  past  chairmen,  and  you  may  remember 
that  on  that  occasion  we  presented  him  with  a 
salmon  fly  tied  to  represent  the  stars  and  stripes  of 
his  country's  flag.  I  believe  one  gentleman  got  a 
duplicate  pattern  made  and  tried  it  on  a  good  river, 
but  as  no  salmon  came  up  the  following  years  its 
further  use  has  been  prohibited.  (Laughter.)  Mr. 
Choate  on  that  occasion  expressed  himself  as 
greatly  delighted  with  the  gift,  which  he  said  he 
should  hand  down  as  a  treasured  heirloom  to  his 
children,  his  children's  children,  and  then-  grand- 
children. As  one  of  his  hosts  his  declaration 
pleased  me,  though  as  a  lawyer  I  was  shocked  at 
such  a  proposed  infringement  against  the  law  of 
perpetuities.  (Laughter.)  Sir,  to-night  a  similar 
ordeal  faces  you,  for  I  have  been  asked  to 
present  you  with  a  fly,  for  the  tying  of  which 
Captain  Wemyss  is  responsible,  while  Mr.  Marston 
has  supplied  the  materials.  In  order  that  the  fly 
should  be  symbolical,  it  has  been  tied  with 
feathers  of  the  various  birds  which  appear  on  your 
armorial  bearings.  I  have  not  seen  your  crest, 
sir-,  but  I  believe  that  jonr  supporters  are  a  Dodo 
rampant  faced  by  a  Great  Auk  regardant.  Conse- 
quently the  task  of  Mr.  Marston  has  not  been 
light.  (Laughter.)  This  practice  of  presenting  our 
chairman  with  a  fly  gives  me  some  little  uneasiness 
for  the  future.  A  day  may  come  when  we  shall 
have  got  to  the  end  of  our  symbols,  and  the  chair- 
man of  the  day  may  consider  they  are  implied,  and 
examine  the  fly  to  find  them  for  himself.   He  may 


take  offence  at  a  peacock  herl  butt  as  charging 
him  with  vanity,  may  gird  at  the  gold  tinsel  as 
a  suggestion  of  meretricious  display,  may  object  to 
a  pig's  wool  body,  and  be  annoyed  at  a  wing  made 
from  the  pinion  of  the  goose.  Peradventure  he 
may  be  a  Scotchman,  with  a  thatch  of  the  national 
colour,  and  keenly  resent  the  fly  being  busked  with 
a  ginger  hackle  or  a  fiery  brown.  (Laughter.) 
Gentlemen,  once  before  I  spoke  at  one  of  these 
dinners.  A  year  or  two  later  I  met,  by  the  river- 
side, an  angler  who  told  me  he  had  been  present 
then.  He  added  that  if  the  line  I  could  throw  by 
the  riverside  could  at  all  vie  in  length  with  the 
speech  I  made  on  that  occasion,  I  could  easily  fish 
the  Shannon  from  the  bank  and  cover  all  the  casts. 
(Laughter.)  And  so,  gentlemen,  I  will  say  no 
more,  except  to  ask  you  to  drink  very  heartily  the 
toast  of  our  Chairman.  (Cheers.) 

The  toast  was  accorded  musical  honours. 

The  Chairman,  who  was  cheered  on  rising  to 
reply,  said :  Gentlemen, — I  thank  Mr.  Hedley 
Norris  very  much  for  the  kind  way  in  which  he 
proposed  this  toast,  and  I  can  assure  you  I  look 
forward  with  the  gi-eatest  possible  pleasure  to 
receiving  the  fly  to  which  he  has  referred.  I  was 
very  glad  to  hear  my  old  friend  Mr.  Senior  speak 
this  evening,  and  when  my  friend  Col.  Bromley 
Davenport  talked  about  motors,  I  could  not  help 
recalling  the  fact  that  Mr.  Senior,  admittedly 
one  of  the  greatest  authorities  oh  fishing, 
was,  if  I  recollect  rightly,  the  automobile  corre- 
spondent of  the  Field,  and  I  took  him  down 
from  London  to  Reading  in  the  nm  of  1900. 
Mr.  Senior  confessed  to  me,  on  going  there, 
that  he  knew  a  great  deal  about  fishing,  but 
devilish  little  about  motoring  ;  and  I  have  often 
reflected  how  little  the  Field  must  have  thought 
of  the  movement  with  which  my  name  is  associated 
when  they  sent  Mr.  Senior,  who  knew  nothing 
about  motor-cars  or  machinery,  to  represent  them 
on  that  occasion.  Mr.  Marston  has  conducted 
correspondence  which,  perhaps,  I  ought  to  have 
undertaken  in  connection  with  this  function ;  but 
after  what  has  happened  lately,  I  am  glad  I  have 
received  no  letters,  especially  as  I  belong  to  the 
same  noble  house  as  the  peer  who  has  been  un- 
fortunate in  this  connection  in  the  public  eyes 
during  the  last  few  days.  (Laughter.)  I  again 
thank  Mr.  Hedley  Norris  for  the  kind  way  in  which 
he  proposed  the  toast,  and  you,  gentlemen,  for  the 
way  you  received  it ;  and  though  this  has  laeen  my 
first  experience  of  a  Fly  Fishers'  Club  dinner,  I 
sincerely  hope  it  will  not  be  the  last.  (Cheers.) 

The  musjcal  entertainment  given  by  "  The 
Ballad  Mongers,"  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Frederick  Henry,  was  greatly  appreciated,  especi- 
ally "  The  Lily  of  Boulter's  Lock,"  by  Miss 
Winifred  Saunders  ;  "  The  Angler's  Lass,"  an  old 
Scottish  song  (set  to  the  air  of  "  Dimcan  Gray," 
and  admirably  "  arranged  "  by  Mr.  J.  P.  Attwater, 
Mus.  Bac),  most  delightfully  given  by  Miss 
Lilian  Gardner,  and  Mr.  Frederick  Hemry  gave 
"  A  Song  of  the  Oak "  with  great  success.  Mr. 
Charles  Corner  completed  the  quartet  in  concerted 
items.  Miss  Maud  Edmondson  at  the  piano  as 
accompanist  was  admirable  in  that  most  important 
position. 


SALMON  AND  FEESHWATEE 
EISHEEIES  ACTS,  1861  to  1892. 


Sale  of  Freshwater  Fish. 
The  Fishmongers'  Company  hereby  give  public 
notice  that  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Acts 
it  is  illegal : — 

To  buy,  sell,  or  expose  for  sale,  or  have  in 
possession  for  sale,  any  freshwater  fish,  other  than 
pollan,  trout,  char,  and  eels,  between  March  15  and 
June  15,  both  inclusive,  subject  to  a  penalty  not 
exceeding  forty  shillings. 

(By  order)       J.  Wrench  Towse, 

Clerk  of  the  Worshipful  Company 
of  Fishmongers. 
Fishmongers'  Hall,  London  Bridge, 
March,  190H. 


"Wet-Fly  Fishing,  Treated  Methodically,"  by  E.  M. 

Tod.  New  Edition.  Illustrated.  "  Written  by  a  fisherman  who 
has  practised  the  art  with  phenomenal  success."— ScottUh  Field. 
Can  be  had,  post  free,  for  6s.  id.  by  sending  crossed  cheque  or 
postal  order  to  the  Manager,  FlSHI.>ra  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.C. 


BEITISH  SEA  ANGLEES'  SOCIETY. 

ANNUAL  DINNER. 

HELt)  AT  THE  HOTEL  CeCIL,  WeDNESDAT, 

■    March  11,  1908. 

In  curious  and  quite  insular  fashion  all  our 
British  undertakings  take  pause — at  any  rate,  once 
a  year,  be  they  social,  sporting,  commercial,  or 
learned  'ones,  examine  and  settle  their  position 
and  the  work  that  lies  before  them. 

The  committee  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society  has  done  all  this.  In  the  past  year  the 
social  part  of  their  work  was  well  sustained  and 
placed  upon  a  firmer  basis  by  the  extension  of  their 
premises  in  Fetter-lane,  which  enabled  them  to 
offer  to  the  members  the  resource  of  a  modem  and 
quiet  club-room  open  daily.  On  the  sporting  side 
nothing  has  been  neglected.  With  great  care  and 
sound  judgment  fresh  forms  of  angling  com- 
petitions have  been  formulated,  eliminating, 
so  far  as  it  has  been  found  possible  to  do  so,  that 
disturbing  element  of  pvu:e  luck  which  so  fatally 
interferes  with  trials  of  skill  in  all  our  sports.  The 
limitation  of  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  prize  which 
has  always  characterised  the  prize  arrangements 
has  been  well  maintained ;  though  there  is  no  lack 
of  these,  they  become  more  and  more  honorary 
distinctions,  and  their  systematic  chronicling  in 
the  society's  book — the  roll  of  honoiu: — is  pro- 
ceeding apace.  At  their  annual  business  meeting 
last  month  the  members  verified  their  financial 
position  as  duly  certified  by  auditors,  a  very  good 
one,  with  a  well  seciured  reserve  of  capital,  justify- 
ing extended  action.  And  they  have  sat  at  the 
feet  of  the  masters,  for,  in  very  marked  fashion, 
the  scientific  side  of  their  objects  has  been  main- 
tained and  extended  by  the  papers  read  before  the 
society  by  eminent  experts.  And  this,  of  course, 
in  true  British  fashion,  has  now  been  woimd  up 
by  a  dinner — and  a  good  one,  too — at  the  Hotel 
Cecil,  last  Wednesday  night. 

Lord  Desborough,  in  spite  of  disturbing  rumours 
and  his  many  engagements,  did  again  honour 
the  society  by  taking  the  chair,  and  the  company 
present  was  a  large  and  Influential  one. 

Among  those  present  were  : — Aflalo,  F.  G.  ; 
Ashby,  H.  T.  ;  Ashby,  J.  T.  ;  Barber,  R. ;  Bass,  H. ; 
Bates,  T.  B. ;  Beasley,  G.  E. ;  Beasley,  H.  G. ; 
Beasley,  G.  S.  Q. ;  Bewers,  W.  J.  ;  Bishop,  W.  ; 
Blake,  M.  F.  ;  Bouienger,  E.  G. ;  Boulenger,  G.  A. ; 
Boundy,  W.  ;  Boyton,  J.  H.  ;  Brown,  F.  C.  ; 
Bruce,  Major  R.  N.  D. ;  Bullock,  S.  W. ;  Birrlton, 
H.  E.  ;  Burn,  R. ;  Clarke,  G.  Read  ;  Colley,  R.T. ; 
Corfe,  R.  C.  Hardy  ;  Correll,  J.  C. ;  Crisfield,  C.  J. ; 
Crisfield,  W.  H.  ;  Cixnningham,  G. ;  Curtis, 
E.  .A. ;  Darnell,  A. ;  Dawes,  G. :  Dight,  F.  C.  ; 
Dobby,  J.  ;  Edwards,  P.  J.  ;  Emms,  A.  W.  ; 
Finch,  H.  ;  Garnham,  H.  S.  ;  Gilby,  G.  J.  ; 
Giles,  H. ;  Godfrey,  C.  F. ;  Good,  J.  G. ;  Hancke, 
J.  ;  Handley,  John  ;  Hanger,  E.  ;  Harrison,  W.  R. ; 
Hart,  H.;  Heather,  B.  A.;  Herbert,  G.  ;  HiU,  E. 
E. ;  Holbrow,  E.  J. ;  Holcombe,  F.  D. ;  Howes,  J. 
B. ;  Hyde,  E.  ;  Joicey,  J.  J. ;  JoUifJe,  Cap- 
tain W.  ;   King,  A.  J. ;    Krenkel,  A. ;  Krenkel, 

E.  ;  Lazzer,  C.  M. ;  Mallett,  E.  M.  ;  Martin, 
Sir  Richard  B.,  Bart.;  Masterman,  Dr.  A.  T. ; 
Masservy,  G.  J. ;  Minchin,  C.  O.  ;  Moncton,  C.  P. ; 
Morgan,  W. ;  Mudie,  Dr.  A. ;  Myers,  H.  C  ;  Newton, 
A. ;  Nickels.  W.  C. ;  Nicol,  G.  R.  ;  Pahner, 
A.  C.  ;  Paradise,  Dr.  A.  T. ;  Parker,  F. ; 
Paterson,  J. ;  Payton,  C.  A.  (M.V.O.) ;  Pickup,  J. ; 
Pither,  E.  E. ;  Pratt,  H.  G. ;  Preston,  E.  O. ; 
Reynolds,  W.  J.  ;  Risien,  J.  ;  Rogers,  H. ;  Rogers, 
T.  ;  Scott,  A. ;  Sheringham,  H.  T. ;  Shirley,  A.  M.  ; 
Simpson,  C.  P. ;  Sintzenich,  A. ;  Smith,  Fredk. ; 
Spielmann,  F.  J.  ;  Stockings,  \V.  F. ;  Summers, 
W.  K.  ;  Swinnerton,  H.  ;  Taleen,  J.  E. ;  Tautz,  H. ; 
Tijou,  G.  C. ;  Towers,  A.  C. ;  Townend,  A.  W.  ; 
Trewartha-James,  W.  H.  ;  Turner,  G.  D.  ;  Vicars, 
Hedley ;  Virgo-Vincent,  J.  T. ;  Wade,  J.  L. ;  Waller, 

F.  ;  Wheeler,  G. ;  Williams,  R.  C.  ;  Wyer,  S.  S. ; 
Zaehnsdorf,  J.  W. 

The  Chairman  was  supported  by  the  Society's 
valued  treasurer,  Mr.  E.  Biddulph  Martin.  Owing 
very  much  to  the  prevailing  scourge  of  Influenza, 
there  were  many  absentees.  Letters  of  regret 
were  noted  from,  among  others,  the  Dukes  of 
Leeds  and  of  Portland,  the  Earl  of  Pembroke  and 
Montgomery,  Lord  Claud  J.  Hamilton,  Sir  George 
Doughty,  M.P.,  the  Right  Hon.  A.  E.  Fellowes, 
Lord  Kinnaird ;  the  Mayors  of  Dover,  Deal, 
Scarborough,  Southend,  and  Yarmouth ;  Mr.  J. 
Wrench  Towse,  the  Clerk  of  the  Fishmongers' 
Company,  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  ("  John  Bickerdyke  "), 
Mr.  WilUam  Senior  ("  Red  Spinner  ")  of  the  Field, 
and  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
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Dinner  over,  the  loyal  toasts  of  His  Majesty  the 
King  and  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  Alexandra, 
tlieir  Royal  Highnesses  the  Prince  and  Princess  of 
Wales  and  the  rest  of  the  Royal  Family,  were 
proposed  by  the  chairman.  The  National  Anthem 
was  heartily  sung  and  the  toasts  received  with 
enthusiasm. 

In  rising  to  propose  the  toast  of  the  evening — 
"  The  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  "—the  Chair- 
man, who  was  received  with  very  enthusiastic 
cheers,  said :  Gentlemen  and  Brother  Anglers  of 
the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society, — Little  did  Mr, 
C.  H.  Cook  (John  Bickerdyke),  the  first  chairman 
of  the  first  meeting  of  the  Society,  and  those  who 
were  joined  with  him  in  founding  it,  in  1893, 
think  that  as  a  result,  and  that  in  a  few  years,  sea 
fishing  would  be  made  an  Olympic  game ;  little 
did  they  foresee  the  gi-eat  good  coming  in  the 
future  from  the  great  and  rapid  expansion 
from  the  action  then  taken  in  the  Swallow- 
sti-eet  rooms,  and  they  could  certainly  not  have 
realised  the  strength  and  energy  that  was  to 
be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  work  by  those  who, 
one  by  one,  joined  in  causing  it  to  be  and  carrying 
it  on  in  the  years  that  followed.  Astonished  they 
would  have  been  had  it  been  possible  for  them  to 
have  realised  what  the  contents  of  the  report  of 
the  year  1907  recorded,  of  the  enormous  increase 
in  their  numbers  and.  the  great  influences 
they  were  brmging  to  bear  upon  sea  culture 
and  sea  fishing,  the  study  of  the  habitat  of  the 
fish,  and  even  at  the  habitat  of  the  members 
themselves  at  their  headquarter  rooms  in  Fetter- 
lane.  And  that  marvellous  increase  upon  the  few, 
very  few,  stations  they  started  with  to  the  com- 
pleted roll  of  over  500  in  1907,  Their  one  challenge 
cup  as  compared  with  the  rapidly  increasing  list 
of  their  present  ones,  so  recently  added  to  by  Mr. 
J.  J.  Joicey's  presentation  to  the  society  of  the 
handsome  cups  to  right  and  left  of  bim— one 
crowned  with  the  thistle,  the  other  with  the  apple 
of  Devon.  And  there  was  yet  more  for  the 
society  to  do — he  trusted  the  members  would  help 
in  the  display  in  hot  August  next  in  the  Franco- 
English  competition  at  Shepherd's  Bush.  And  did 
those  originating  members  dream  of  the  oncoming 
of  the  scientists  who  have  permeated  sea  angling, 
driving  the  members  to  the  study  of  fish  and  their 
habits  ? 

With  the  long  programme  they  had  to  get 
through,  he  would  only  detain  them  to  hear  him 
«ay,  "  Long  may  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society 
flourish  "—(applause)— coupling  the  toast  with  the 
name  of  the  pre-eminent  leader  in  the  good  work 
done  by  the  Society,  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin. 

Mr,  Minchin,  in  rising  to  respond,  was  greeted 
by  very  warm  acclamations.  He  thanked  the 
chairman  most  heartily  for  the  very  kind  way  he 
had  spoken  of  the  work  that  had  been  done  by 
many  members,  right  good  workers,  since  1893. 
They  had  then  only  six  stations,  the  only  one  used 
being  that  at  Deal.  Now  they  had  502.  He  was 
pleased  to  say  letters  congratulating  them  had 
been  received  from  their  American  fellow-sports- 
men, who  were  shortly  to  receive  a  visit  from  one 
of  their  original  and  present  members,  Mr.  F.  G 
Aflalo. 

The  tale  of  the  day  was  that  they  met  in  a  boat 
to  swop  lies  and  incidentally  catch  -a  fish.  The 
people  who  talk  like  this  don't  realise  that  even  to 
catch  that  incidental  fish  they  have  to  touch  very 
nearly  subjects  of  fish-life  and  the  fish's  migra- 
tions ;  when  he  was  a  boy,  no  one  said  or  wrote 
anything  about  this.  In  1879  Dr.  Massingham,  the 
Boulenger  of  that  day,  wrote  of  fish  most  beautifully 
and  interestingly,  but  he  was  not  accurate.  But 
now  their  indefatigable  secretary,  Mr.  Pickup,  is 
always  having  such  trifling  questions  put  to  him 
as— Would  the  society  open  the  Devon  bays  to 
trawling?  Will  the  society  close  Pegwell  Bay? 
Will  Mr.  Minchin  head  a  small  party  to  go  down 
and  destroy  the  kettle  nets  ?  And  will  the  society 
put  a  stop  to  the  export  of  lugworms  ?— Parliament 
and  the  Board  of  Trade  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

His  Lordship,  the  Chan-man,  alluded  to  the 
casting  competition  at  Shepherd's  Bush.  A  boat  is 
a  very  unstable  base,  and  does  not  lend  itself 
readily  to  casting  ;  but  the  Society  has  under- 
taken to  help  his  council  in  every  way  possible, 
and  place  their  rooms  at  their  disposal  for  their 
meetings.  Just  as  I  sat  down  I  had  seventeen 
technical  questions  put  to  me  as  to  sea  bass.  And 
we  don't  grumble.  We  don't  want  to  be  a  mere 
anglmg  club.    Our  fifteen  years'  work  has  rubbed 


that  all  out  of  us.  The  conclusion  of  Mr.  Minchin's 
speech  was  marked  by  very  hearty  applause. 

The  noble  Chairman  then  presented  the  prizes 
won  at  the  Deal  competition  in  November  last. 

Class  I. — The  Deal  Corporation  challenge  cup 
and  the  society's  gold  medal  to  Mr.  C.  M.  Lazzer ; 
silver  medal,  Mr.  W.  R.  Harrison ;  bronze  medal, 
Mr.  D.  Matthews. 

Class  II. — The  silver  medal  was  won  by  Mrs. 
Hervey-MacLeay,  but  as  the  dinner  ticket  bore  the 
mprint  "  Gentlemen  Only,"  it  could  not  be  per- 
sonally presented. 

Class  III. — Silver  medals  to  Messrs.  H.  Swinner- 
ton  and  J.  E.  Taleen. 

CI  ass  IV. — Silver  medal  won  by  Mrs.  E.  Hardy 
Corfe  ,  and  a  silver  medal  won  by  and  presented  to 
Mr.  B.  Burn.  All  these  presentations  were  marked 
by  applause,  but  when  Mr.  John  Handley  stepped 
up  to  the  Chairman  to  receive  the  "  John  Bicker- 
dyke  "  Challenge  Cup,  the  pier  fishing  prize,  he 
received  an  ovation,  for  he  is  an  old  member  and 
well  loved,  and  it  was  indeed  well  won. 

A  silver  medal  was  also  presented  to  Mr.  Ham- 
mond Giles  of  the  (affiliated)  Norwich  Sea  Angling 
Society.  Mr.  Giles  has  been  skilful  enough  to  win 
ten  prizes,  three  first  and  seven  special,  including 
oups,  during  the  season. 

The  toast  of  "  The  Chairman  "  was  then  pro- 
posed by  Sir  Richard  B.  Martin,  Bart.  Lord 
Desborough,  he  said,  should  be  acclaimed,  and 
with  good  will,  for  his  many  achievements  and 
what  he  has  won.  As  a  member  of  a  celebrated 
eleven,  and  rowing  in  an  Oxford  eight,  he  had 


as  to  striped  bass  to  procure  reliable  information 
on,  and  with  pretty  play  upon  the  superiority  of 
plain  bass  over  striped  bass  everybody  laughed, 
and  Mr.  James  finished  up,  but  called  upon  Mr. 
Horace  Chatterton  and  Mr.  Quigley,  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  to  respond,  and  they  both  did, 
Mr.  Quigley  causing  extreme  amusement  by 
putting  questions  to  himself  and  answering  them'. 
If  I  had  fallen  into  the  depths  of  the  sea,  where  tlie 
fish  are— were  I  a  fish,  what  would  I  do,  said  he. 
Wal,  I'd  choose  to  be  a  big  one,  no  small  fry,  no. 
Like  the  custom  on  dry  land,  I'd  mortgage  my 
small  take  for  twopence  and  then  form  a  corpora- 
tion for  a  million.  It's  done  on  dry  land,  why  not 
in  the  sea  ?  I'd  join  your  fishing  club,  reciter  of 
wondrous  adventures,  great  lies,  and  pull  him  down 
to — well,  deep  beneath  the  sea.  The  people  in 
my  country  have  dexterity— they  have  turned  out 
wooden  nutmegs,  and  they  would  make  a  fish. 
One  ingenious  man  made  a  Hamilton  Fish 
and  grilled  him.  He  had  had  a  rare  time 
in  London,  and  to-night  had  just  crowned 
his  experience.  It  was  very  kind  to  toast  the 
visitors— they  all  felt  it  much.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Hubert  Bass  proposed  the  last  toast  of  the 
evening,  "  The  Press  "—the  British  Press,  he 
said— the  free  British  Press  of  our  mother  tongue, 
of  the  United  Kingdom  and  all  over  the  globe. 

They  were  wont  to  call  the  Society  the  toast 
of  the  night.  He  claimed  that  title  for  his  toast. 
How  few  realised  the  arduous  and  all-night  work 
undergone  by  those  who,  as  the  Fourth  Estate, 
ministered  to  our  instruction.    They  were  the 


Stbikinq  a  30lb.  STBtPED  Bass. 


done  feats  never  accomplished  before.  He  had 
been  to  sea  in  almost  impossible  boats,  and  had 
climbed  mountains  all  over  the  world,  and  those 
present  at  this  dinner  should  one  and  all  feel 
their  great  obligation  to  him  for  being  present 
to-night. 

The  projected  Olympic  sports  exhibition  he  is 
doing  so  much  for  will  develop  all  kinds  of  manly 
sports  in  an  excellent  place  for  aquatic  sports. 
What  he  undertakes  he  does  well,  and  surely  the 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  will  gather  round 
him  and  help  to  make  it  a  success.  Remember 
that  when  he  has  laid  himself  down  to  do  a  thing 
he  fears  nothing,  and  his  universality,  even  up  to 
bi-metallism— he  deals  with  them  all.  Honest 
leader;  no  discussion  is  needed.  I  wish-him  long 
life  and  happiness,  and  success  to  his  great  ex- 
hibition— one  more  addition  to  the  great  successes 
of  his  life. 

The  toast  was  enthusiastically  received  and 
drunk  with  musical  honours. 

The  Chairman  responded  in  suitable  terms. 

The  toast  of  "  The  Visitors  "  was  proposed  in  a 
humorous  speech  by  Mr.  Trewartha  James,  who 
said  he  was  glad  to  see  that  we  had  some  of  the 
most  distinguished  members  of  the  various  pro- 
fessions present.  Their  most  indefatigable  of 
secretaries,  Mr.  Pickup,  when  he  asked  what  he 
should  talk  about,  said,  "  Tell  them  every- 
thing you  know ;  they  can't  know  too  much. 
Then  don't  tell  the  visitors  to  join  the  society." 
Well,  I  won't,  but  I  expect  to  see  the  lot  run  in. 
He  was  about  visiting  America,  and  Mr.  Pickup 
had  given  him  a  list  of  seventeen  difierent  questions 


legitimate  successors  of  the  religious  knights  of 
old,  though  they  carried  no  lance,  wore  no  armour. 
Like  Sir  Percival,  they  sought  that  Holy  Grail  the 
truth,  and  with  fearless  courage  bring  it  before  us. 
They  bring  to  us  an  honest,  breezy,  briny  atmo- 
sphere, and  we  are  the  better  for  it.  Compared 
with  the  press  of  other  nations,  we  have,  indeed, 
reason  to  be  proud  of  it.  The  members  of 
that  great  Press  have  always  been  true  to 
us,  and  have  and  do  help  us.  Not  only 
the  special  papers.  Field,  Fishing  Gazette,  and 
Anglers'  News,  but  the  whole  Press  of  the  British 
tongue  with  its  healthy  and  wholesome  tone  has 
been  good  to  us  always. 

Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham  [Field)  replied,  regret- 
ting the  absence  through  illness  of  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston  (Fishing  Gazette),  their  esteemed  vice- 
president.  Mr.  Bass's  fine  speech  had  indeed 
made  it  difficult  to  respond  to,  but  in  bearing 
testimony  to  the  excellence  of  the  Society's  new 
quarterly,  he  pointed  out  that  the  Press  was 
constantly  being  laid  under  obligations  by 
the  Society.  It  has  done  us  a  good  turn. 
Look  at  your  Society's  able  papers  and  dis- 
cussions on  molluscs  and  crustaceans — abyssal  fish 
the  feeding  of  breeding  fish.  They  have  indeed 
been  of  use  to  the  Press.  And  he  would  further 
urge  the  members  to  observe,  find  out,  and  let  the 
Press  know  what  the  salmon  does  in  the  sea. 
Whether  Mr.  Jackson's  sea  serpent  which  appears 
in  the  season  with  the  enormous  gooseben-y  could 
not  be  induced  to  take  one  as  bait ;  and  what  the 
best  form  and  fineness  of  tackle  should  be  used  in 
the  quest. 
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SPRINGJJNGLING. 

OGDEN&SCOTFORD 

Exhibitors,  Patentees,  and  Manufacturers  of  First-class 
Cane^ Built,  Blue  Mahoe  and  Greenheart  Salmon, 
Grilse,  and  Trout  Rods. 


21/-  THE  mULTUM-IN-PARVO  TROUT  ROD  21/- 


Cork  Grip 


12/6  THE  1904  2-JOINT  CANE  TROUT  ROD  12/6 


Light  and  powerful,  9  ft.  6  in.  and  10  ft. 


SALMON    FLIES  variety  at  Moderate  Prices, 

21- 


15/6 


FLOATING  TROUT  FLIES 

Exquisitely  dressed  to  Gut  or  Eyed  Hooks. 

OUR  TiEW  SEAT-BASKET 

with  Moveable  Tray. 


2/' 
15/6 


9   GOLD,  SILVER,  AND  OTHER  MEDALS. 
Hundreds  of  Testimonials  from  all  Parts. 


Pittville  Gates,  Cheltenham. 


We  are  introducing  a  line,  the  .  .  . 

SPIDER  WEB 

which  we  think  will  be  appreciated  by  all  those  who  fish  for 
Pike  in  the  "  artistic  "  and  sportsmanlike  style,  namely, 
SPINNING  from  the  Reel. 

It  is  well  known  that  an  "undressed"  line  leaves  the  reel 
better  than  the  best  and  most  soft  "dressed"  line,  but  there 
were  disadvantages  about  an  "undressed"  line  (the  principal  one 
being  that  they  absorb  water  and  become  thick  and  clumsy),  so 
that  most  fishermen  have  adopted  "dressed"  lines.  Our 
SPIDER  WEB  Line  is  an  "  undressed"  line  made  of  a  special 
silk,  treated  in  a  special  manner,  and  twisted  extraordinarily  fine 
and  close.  We  have  given  it  thorough  and  practical  trial,  and 
we  venture  to  say  that  it  will  be  a  revelation  to  those  who  have 
been  casting  with  ordinary  Hnes ;  a  longer  cast  and  a  more 
accurate  one  is  made,  and  it  leaves  the  reel  so  "sweetly"  that 
the  liability  to  overthrows  and  tangles  is  greatly  reduced,  and 
it  does  not  become  water-logged. 

We  make  three  sizes : — 

X,  which  is  suitable  for  the  finest  light  bait  casting. 

Y,  which  is  suitable  for  fine  Pike  fishing. 

Z,  which  is  capable  of  dealing  with  any  Pike  that  are  likely  to  be 
caught ;  and  the  present  writer  would  only  be  too  glad  to 
be  fast  in  one  of  those  mythical  40-pounders  with  this  line 
on,  as  (although  not  at  all  a  thick  line)  the  breaking  strain 
is  much  above  the  possible  pull  of  such  a  fish. 

ANY  TACKLE  DEALER  WILL  SUPPLY  THESE  "SPIDER  WEB"  LINES. 

Hy.  Milward  &  Sons,  Ltd., 

(WAo/esa/e.)  REOIDITCH. 


The  Crown  Hotel 

PENRITH,  CUMBERLAND. 


Three  miles  of  the  best  Trout 
and  Salmon  Fishing  in  the  River 
Eamont,  free  to  Visitors  staying 
in  the  Hotel. 


FIRST  CLASS  HOTEL,  EVERY  CONVENIENCE. 


TABLE   D'HOTE  AT  7.30. 


Golf.       Coaching.       Billiards.  Garage. 


BOARDING    AND    WEEK -END     TERMS  ON 
APPLICATION . 


'BUS  MEETS  ALL  TRAINS.      NIGHT  PORTER. 

J.  H.  &  T.  SIDDLE,  Proprietors. 

Telephone  No.  :  091. 


ROBERT  TURNBULL, 

Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Manufacturer, 
10  &  12,   HANOVER   street,  Edinburgh. 


FINEST  SELECTION  IN  THE  WORLD  OF 
RODS  AND  TACKLE  FOR  ANY  WATER, 

Everything  fresh  and  tip-to-date. 
Quality-THE  BEST.  Prices-RIGHT. 

ANGLERS  WOULD  DO  WELL  TO  ORDER  NOW. 


Telegrams,  "Tackle,  Edinburgh." 


CATALOGUES  FREE. 


J.  E.  MILLER, 

NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  DEPOT,  19,  New  Statlon  St.,  LEEDS, 


Telegrams:  "PISCATOR,  LEEDS." 


Telephone:  Xo.  2601. 


New  Up-to-date  Stock  for 
Season  1908. 

CATALOGUE  POST  FREE, 

Rods,  Reels,  and  Waders  Overhauled 
and  Repaired  as  New. 
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Speaking  for  Mr.  Senior,  whose  absence  from 
the  prevailing  complaint  he  deplored,  Mr. 
Sheringham  thanked  those  present  for  the  way 
they  had  received  the  toast,  and  Mr.  Bass  for  the 
generous  manner  in  which  he  had  proposed  it. 

The  music  and  other  entertainments  were  most 
successfully  managed  by  Mr.  Henry  T.  Shephard, 
C.T.C.I.,  who  presided  at  the  piano.  Mr.  F.  H. 
Gould,  Mr.  Vivian  Foster,  Mr.  Ealph  Nairn,  and 
Miss  Carrie  Heriom  were  all  greeted  with  appla\ise, 
but  Miss  Stewart — by  both  voice  and  method — 
took  her  audience  by  storm,  and  responded  to  the 
hearty  encore  she  was  awarded  by  surpassing  her- 
self in  her  touching  and  perfect  rendering  of  the 
favourite,  "  Annie  Laurie." 

"God  Save  the  King"  brought  the  fifteenth 
annual  dinner  of  the  Society  to  a  successful  close, 
greatly  due  to  the  work  of  that  most  energetic  of 
secretaries,  Mr.  James  Pickup,  and  the  dinner 
committee,  composed  of  Messrs.  G.  Eead  Clarke 
(chairman),  C.  0.  Minchin,  I.S.O.,  T.  B.  Bates, 
S.  W.  Bullock,  C.  W.  Croft  Handley,  Wallace  C. 
Nickels,  W.  J.  Eeynolds,  and  Walter  K.  Summers, 
who  had  secured  the  large  number  of  200  and  odd 
guests.  Of  the  excellence  of  the  "  Cecil "  dinner 
provided  there  is  no  need  for  remark.         H.  P. 


CITY  OF  LONDON  PISCATOEIAL 
SOCIETY. 


ANNUAL  DINNEE. 


The  sixth  annual  dinner  of  this  flourishing 
society,  held  at  Mason's  Hall  on  Tuesday,  March 
10,  was  verj'  successful,  as,  although  the  presi- 
dent, Mr.  F^  B.  Mildmay,  M.P.,  was  not  able  to 
preside,  by  reason  of  exigent  pressure  of  Parlia- 
mentary duties.  Dr.  W.  J.  Simpson  Ladell,  a  vice- 
president  of  the  society,  carried  out  the  duties  of 
the  chairmanship  most  pleasantly  and  efficiently. 

Letters  of  regret  had  been  received  from  manj' 
gentlemen  unable  to  attend — influenza,  in  many 
eases,  being  the  cause  of  absence.  However,  the 
company  was  a  large  and  merry  one,  and  included 
many  ladies,  amongst  whom  were  Mrs.  Ladell, 
Miss  Ladell-,  Mrs.  E.  Harris,  Mrs.  C.  S.  Bentley, 
Mrs.  E.  H.  Bentley,  Miss  A.  C.  Bentley,  Mrs. 
Beamont,  Mrs.  T.  Gilbert,  Mrs.  D.  Isaacs,  Mrs. 
Loneon,  Mrs.  Hurren,  Mrs.  Dryden,  Mrs.  W. 
Young,  Miss  Shipman,  and  many  others. 

After  a  capital  repast,  well  and  efficiently  served, 
and  grace  said,  the  post  -  prandial  proceedings 
commenced  with  the  time-honoured  toast  of  "  The 
King,"  well  put  by  the  Chairman,  and  drank 
upstanding.  A  little  music  was  the  prelude  to  the 
toast  of  the  evening,  that  of  the  "  C.L.P.S.,"  the 
Chairman  pleasantly  stating  that  he,  a  "little 
fish,"  was  only  presiding  through  the  enforced 
absence  of  their  esteemed  president,  a  "  big 
specimen  fish,"  at  Westminster.  He  was  pleased 
to  say,  however,  that  Mr.  Mildmay,  in  writing  to 
the  society  and  regretting  his  absence,  had  promised 
to  present  to  the  C.L.P.S.  museum  a  model  of  a 
salmon  of  41  lb.,  taken  by  him  a  short  time  back. 
(Cheers.) 

The  Chairman  continuing,  stated  that  Mr.  E. 
Bridge  CoIIjtis,  an  esteemed  member,  recently 
elected,  somewhat  disappointed  in  his  efibrts  to 
benefit  the  society  by  presenting  a  batch  of  rainbow 
trout,  which  could  not  be  accepted  by  reason  of 
the  non-suitability  of  the  C.L.P.S.  waters,  had 
taken  his  "revenge"  by  handing  a  very  liberal 
cheque  to  the  restocking  fund,  to  be  used  at  the 
society's  discretion.  (Cheers.) 

The  Chairman  concluded  by  thanking  the  officers 
and  executive,  and  proposed  "  Success  and  Pros- 
perity to  the  City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society," 
which  was  very  fully  honoured.  Other  toasts  were 
"  The  Press,"  represented  by  the  People,  City 
Press,  and  Fishing  Gazette,  replied  to  by  Mr. 
G.  H.  Howard  ("Dragnet");  "Kindred  Societies," 
capitally  responded  to  by  Mr.  T.  Crumplen  (Presi- 
dent of  the  Central  Association  of  Angling  Clubs)  ; 
"  Visitors  and  Ladies,"  "  The  Artistes,"  and  "  The 
Chairman,"  received  with  musical  honours,  con- 
cluded the  list  of  toasts. 

The  musical  programme  was  a  very  fine  one,  and 
included  some  beautiful  songs — "  Asleep  in  the 
Deep  "  and  the  "  Village  Blacksmith,"  by  Mr.  A. 
Wilmott.  Madame  Clara  Dowle  sang  most  delight- 
fully and  in  splendid  style,  "  Ocean  1  thou  Mighty 
Monster,"  and  "The  Ball";  whilst  Mr.  Murley 
was  very  efifective.    The  extraordinary  budget  of 


"  Funny  Stories "  told  by  Mr.  Payne  kept  every- 
one in  a  state  of  violent  merriment.  Mr.  Hall's 
splendid  performance  on  the  'cello  must  be 
specially  mentioned. 

The  very  successful  entertainment  closed  with 
the  National  Anthem. 

At  the  next  meeting  Mr.  John  Dryden  (Hon. 
Librarian)  will  read  a  paper,  which  is  sure  to  be 
entertaining. 


FAITH,  HOPE,  CHAKITY  AND 
TEUTH  AS  APPLIED  TO  ANGLING. 


AN  EXPEEIENCE. 


At  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Keynsham  Angling 
Association,  held  at  the  Wingrove  Hotel,  Mr. 
Sainsbury,  of  Bristol,  remarked  that  it  was  quite 
"  refreshing  "  both  mentally  and  otherwise,  for  he 
had  just  gone  through  a  rough  and  tumble  muni- 
cipal election  where  there  had  been  a  lot  of  FAITH 
and  HOPE,  but  very  little  charity,  or  truthfulness  ; 
and  it  was  refreshing  because  he  knew  fishermen 
were  renowned,  all  the  world  over,  for  not  only 
Faith,  Hope,  and  Charity,  but  also  for  truthful- 
ness. 

Taking  Mr.  Sainsbury's  remarks  as  his  text,  Mr. 
J.  E.  Newport,  of  Keynsham — or  "  Cain  Shum," 
as  he  calls  himself — preaches  the  following  little 
sermon,  quoted  by  Mr.  E.  B.  Marston  at  the  Fly 
Fishers'  dinner  : — 

FAITH. 

He  had  a  lin^  hung  from  a  rod, 

And  on  that  line  a  worm 

Was  threaded  in  a  cunning  way 

To  make  it  twist  and  squirm. 

He  was  one  of  "the  Band  of  Hope" — 

A  faithful  angler  bold — 

And  there  for  hours  and  hours  he  stood 

To  catch — nought  but  a  cold  I 

For,  though  the  pond  held  water  now, 

'Twas  but  the  day  before 

It  had  been  dry ;  as  it  had  been 

For  quite  three  weeks  or  more. 

And  as  he  fished,  I  thought,  Ah,  well ! 

He  is  a  man  of  leisure. 

So  why  should  I  his  FAITH  now  shake. 

If  FAITH  can  give  him  pleasure? 

HOPE  AND  CHARITY. 

He  fished  vrith  Hope  to  get  a  bite. 

And  for  hours  went  hoping  on ; 

Yes,  he  hoped,  and  hoped,  from  morn  till  night, 

Beside  this  Ashless  pond. 

I  saw  him  put  his  ground-bait  in, 

And  I  gave  a  pitying  sigh, 

I  longed  to  tell  him  that  the  pond 

The  day  before  was  dry. 

When  he  was  tired  of  malt  and  worm, 

He  tried  to  "whip  a  fly," 

And  as  he  "  whipped  "  this  fishless  pond 

I  felt  that  I  could  cry. 

Methought  'twould  be  a  charity 

To  speak,  but  as  he'd  leisure. 

It  seemed  a  shame  to  kill  his  hopes 

When  HOPE  seemed  half  the  pleasure. 

TRUTH. 

I  went  away,  but  when  at  night 

I  found  him  fishing  still, 

I  thought  I  must  in  Charity 

His  faith  and  hope  now  kill. 

So  said,  "What  luck,  sir,  have  you  had?  " 

He  "fixed"  me  with  his  eyes. 

And  said,  "  Oh,  fairly  good,  but  they 

Were  all  much  under  size ; 

And  as  I  only  fish  for  sport, 

And  not  for  sordid  gain. 

Of  course  I  did  a  sportsman's  act, 

And  PUT  THEM  BACK  AGAIN." 

And  so  I  thought  in  Charity 

I  would  not  spoil  his  leisure; 

In  fact,  it  would  have  been  a  shame. 

As  TEUTH  seemed  half  the  pleasure. 

— Cain  Shum. 


Mb.  Johnson:  "I  am  told  that  the  wind  blows 
quite  strongly  here  at  times."  Yarmouth  Fisher- 
man: "  Tell  you  what's  a  fact.  I've  knowed  it  to 
blow  for  twelve  days  an'  nights  on  a  stretch,  an' 
hold  a  sheep  up  against  the  side  of  a  barn,  14ft. 
from  the  groiind,  all  that  time,  an'  never  once  let 
him  faU." 


FISHING  WITH  THE  SUNK-FLY. 


Fishing  with  the  wet-fly  means  one  thing, 
fishing  with  the  sunk-fly  quite  another 

To  those  who  are  familiar  with  the  former,  the 
latter  may  seem  a  distinction  without  a  difference, 
yet  it  is  not  so,  by  any  means.  There  are  hundreds 
of  fishers  who  understand  the  cult  of  the  wet-fly, 
but  who  have  no  more  idea  how  to  fish  the  sunk-fly 
well  than  a  Thames  roach  fisherman  or  a  dry-fly 
expert.  It  is  not  a  style  of  fishing  for  everyday 
use :  far  fi-om  that.  Indeed,  it  would,  if  adopted 
by  the  flj'-fisher  save  when  the  occasion  indicates 
its  use,  only  bring  him  into  contempt.  And  yet, 
when  it  is  used  with  ripe  and  unerring  judgment, 
its  success  is  indisputable.  All  the  same,  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  reduce  to  writing  the  rules 
which  guide  the  expert  when  to  use  the  sunk-fly, 
and  where. 

Burns  (that  is,  brooks),  and  small  tributary 
streams  generally,  are  not  best  suited  to  this 
particular  form  of  fly-fishing.  It  is  rather  when 
attacking  the  larger  streams — in  fact,  rivers — of 
more  or  less  volume  that  one  occasionally  forsakes 
the  wet  for  the  sunk  fly.  It  must  be  the  crutch 
rather  than  the  staff  of  the  real  wet-fly  fisherman. 
Make  no  mistake,  my  friend  of  the  wet-fly,  if  you 
are  inclined  to  jeer  or  sneer  atithe  mention  of  the 
sunk-fly,  for,  when  conditions  are  most  favourable 
to  its  use,  the  ordinary  wet-fly  fisherman  has  no 
chance  whatever  against  the  skilful  sunk-fly  fisher. 

In  any  river  with  long  reaches  of  smooth-surfaced 
water,  moving  steadily  onwai-ds  and  downwards 
all  the  same,  there  are  times  when  the  adoption  of 
sunk-fly  methods  become  imperative  if  the  angler 
means  to  fill  his  basket  that  day.  Take  an  example  : 
the  angler  finds  himself  at  the  bottom  of  one  of  these 
long  streamy  pools — not  dead  water,  mind  that, 
but  smoothish  water  moving  quietly  but  steadily 
down  a  gentle  gradient.  And  then  the  breeze, 
smiting  the  surface  from  below  upwards,  is  raising 
wavelets,  which  are  the  hope  of  the  sunk-fly  artist. 
For  it  needs  the  two  opposing  forces — the  gentle 
but  decided  downward  movement  of  the  river  itself 
and  the  upward  direction  of  the  wind- — in  order  to 
bring  about  the  conditions  which  seem  to  indicate 
the  use  of  the  sunk-fly.  Particularly  is  this  the 
case  if  the  wind  has  a  trick  of  coming  up  the  river 
in  mighty  gusts.  Indeed,  it  is  a  certainty  then 
that  the  ordinary  wet-fly  fisherman  will  find  him- 
self considerably  handicapped.  As  he  raises  his 
rod,  these  gusts  of  wind  make  it  almost  impossible 
to  fish  the  surface  well  and  truly.  And  it  was 
only  when  the  writer-  of  this  article  was  placed  in 
a  similar  fix  that  it  dawned  upon  him  how  to  meet 
the  difficulty.  The  result  (for  himself)  has  fre- 
quently been  to  convert  defeat  into  victory. 

To  fish  any  exposed  stretch  of  water  such  as  I 
have  indicated,  it  is  necessary  to  cheat  the  wind. 
How  to  cheat  it  is  the  problem.  If  the  line  is 
so  thrown  that  the  flies  float  on  the  surface  and 
are  yet  wet-flies,  the  rod  is  naturally  raised.  Then 
up  comes  the  swirling  blast,  bending  the  poor  rod 
in  the  most  masterly  fashion,  and,  willy-nilly, 
tearing  the  line  out  of  the  water.  Should  a  trout 
be  hooked,  the  chances  are  that  he  breaks  free. 
The  elevation  of  the  point  of  the  rod,  therefore,  is 
contra-indicated  at  such  a  time  and  in  such  a  place. 
And  now  for  the  manner  of  cheating  the  wind  of 
much  of  its  annoying  power.  Holding  the  rod  in 
my  right  hand,  I  switch  the  line  across  and 
upwards  with  a  rapid  wrist  movement,  easy  of 
accomplishment,  but  difficult  to  explain.  The 
moment  the  line  has  extended  itself,  the  point  of 
the  rod  must  instantly  be  not  only  held  low  but 
somewhat  down  stream,  never  up  stream  by  any 
chance.  The  fisherman  is,  of  course,  wading,  and 
thus  he  can  hold  the  rod  very  near  to  the  surface 
of  the  river  indeed.  Should  an  extra  angry  gust 
come  tearing  up  stream,  all  he  does  is  to  lower  the 
rod  even  more  till  the  gust  has  spent  its  force. 
All  this  time  he  is  imparting  a  very  subtle  move- 
ment to  the  flies,  which  he  never  allows  to  remain 
uselessly  and  aimlessly  sinking,  but  after  they  have 
come  directly  opposite  to  him  he  soon  withdraws 
the  line  and  repeats  the  switch -cast  across  and  up 
as  before,  of  course  moving  a  yard  or  so  at  every 
throw.  When  there  is  a  lull,  he  naturally  takes 
advantage  of  it  to  impart  more  independent  move- 
ment to  his  sunken  flies,  and  also  probably  to 
raise  the  rod  slightly  at  the  same  time. 

My  own  feeling  is  that  the  wild  gusts  which 
lash  the  surface  into  foam  for  the  moment  sub- 
merge any  "  perfect "  flies  that  may  have  been 
sailing  along  the  surface  on  their  way  dovra 
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NEW  ZEALAND 


Offers  you 


Absolutely  the  Best  Trout- 
Fishing  In  the  World. 


SEASON— OCTOBER  to  APRIL. 

LICENSE  FEE,  £1. 


NEW  ZEALAND  has  THOUSANDS  OF  ■  MILES  of  Trout 
Waters,  carrying  the  largest  Rainbow  and  Brown  Trout 
ever  seen,  many  scaling  up  to  20  lbs.  and  over. 

SPLENDID  SPORT  FROM  END  TO  END  OF  THE  COLONY. 


Magnificent  Fishing  in  the  Lakes  of  Rotorua  and  Taupo 
districts,  and  in  the  great  Snow-Rivers  of  the  South  Island. 


FISH-TAKES  for  the  SEASON  in  SPECIAL  DISTRICTS 

are  reckoned  by  the  TON.  In  1903-4  ithe  total  estimated 
catch  of  Rainbow  Trout  in  Lake  Rotorua  and  adjacent 
streams  and  lakes  was  about  25  tons  ;  in  1904-5  it  was 
over  30  tons ;  in  1905-6  it  was  above  50  tons ;  and  the 
fish  are  yearly  increasing. 


For  all  Particulars  as  to  Fishing,  Deer-stalking,  and  other  sport  in 
the  Colony,  apply  to 

The  High  Commissioner  fok  New  Zealand, 

Westminster  Chambers,  13,  Victoria  St.,  London,  S.W., 

or  to  T.  E.  Donne,  General  Manager, 

N.Z.  Department  of  Tourist  and  Health  Resorts, 

Wellington,  N.Z. 

Cable  Address:  "MAORILAND." 
Codes :  A  B  C  (4th  ft  6th  Editions),  Western  Union,  and  Lleber's. 


?HE  ILLINGWORu 

Casting  REEi^i 


Advar^tciges. 

1        Is  extremely  simple  in  use. 
fio  over- running. 

Will  cast  the  lightest  bait.  V'J, 

Is  the  most  accurate  means  of  casting, 
i     The  act  of  casting  does  not  kink  the  line 

The  speed  of- winding  in  is  rapid. 

Can  be  used  for  fishing  in  shallow  water. 

iNeeds  no  diagrams  as  to  position  of  the  feet. 

Can  cast-  from  confined  positions. 

Takes  the  utmost  possible  advantage  of  li^ht  line. 

The  line  needs  no  gaiding  when  winding  in, 
itis  automatically  spread  with  precision, 
g  eeds  no  lead  weights  of?  the  trace. 

B  Proficiency  is  rapidly  acquired. 


'Beautifully  Cool  and  Sweet  Smoking." 


Players 

Navy  Cut 
Tobacco 
Cigarettes 


Sold  only  in  the  original 
Packets  and  Tins,  and  may 
he  ohtained  from  all  Stores 
and  ToLacconists  of  repute 
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stream.  Doubtless,  also,  the  insect  rising  in  the 
nymph  stage  to  the  surface  to  expand  his  perfect 
gauzy  wings  is  knocked  out  of  time  by  unruly 
Boreas,  and  thus  joins  the  other.  Theory  here  or 
theory  there,  what  does  it  matter  if  the  practical 
result  of  all  these  things  is  to  set  the  trout  on  the 
outlook  for  flies  (wet  and  bedraggled  as  they  may 
be),  not  on  the  surface,  but  from  one  to  foiu:  inches 
beneath  it.  And  he  who  can  cause  his  artificial 
flies  to  follow  the  course  of  the  river  in  this  way, 
in  close  imitation  of  the  natural  insect  when 
tempest-tossed  and  waterlogged,  will  be  the  suc- 
cessful fisherman,  07i  such  a  day  as  this. 

At  other  times  there  is  an  absence  of  these 
angry  gusts,  and  only  a  quiet,  steady  upstream 
wind,  but  of  sufficient  force,  when  meeting  the 
river's  opposing  current,  to  cause  a  series  of  tiny 
waves,  and  then  sunk-fly  fishing  can  be  accom- 
plished to  perfection  and  in  the  most  luxurious 
manner.  The  one  difficulty  aiising  from  the 
lowered  point  is  how  to  get  on  terms  with  an  active, 
heavy  trout  in  the  shortest  time.  Before  the  rod 
can  "play  "  the  fish  delicately,  there  is  apt  to  be  a 
strong  pidl,  and  the  rush  of  a  trout  which  at  first  is 
being  played  too  much  from  the  butt,  at  least  the 
butt  at  first  is  en  evidence  more  than  the  top  of 
the  rod,  with  the  natural  result — the  escape  of  the 
trout  or  the  loss  of  the  fly  and  part  of  the  cast. 
Time  after  time  this  has  happened  to  myself  on 
certain  day/.  Indeed,  had  I  then  basketed  all  the 
trout  I  have  hooked,  my  record^  would  have  been 
a  far  better  one. 

It  is  most  exciting  work  when  the  trout  are 
fairly  on  the  job.  I  have  never  fished  with  any 
other  than  a  good  ordinary  ratchet-reel ;  but  some 
of  the  new  reels  would  save  the  situation,  as  once 
the  hook  was  fairly  past  the  barb,  the  line  could 
be  paid  out  very  rapidly,  so  that  the  rod  could- 
instantly  be  raised  into  a  proper  position  for 
playing  the  fish,  which  is  just  what  is  needed  to 
save  the  trout.  For,  once  the  trout  is  hooked, 
the  rod  must  either  be  raised  at  once  or  held 
down  stream,  which  latter  is  even  a  safer  and 
better  way  of  getting  on  even  terms  with  one's  trout. 

Many  a  time  have  I  saved  the  situation  by  pull- 
ing the  line  off  the  reel  by  the  agency  of  my  free 
hand — in  handfuls — throwing  back  the  point  of 
the  rod  all  this  time ;  but  I  confess  that,  all  too 
often,  before  I  could  get  the  rod  back  into  position 
in  order  to  play  the  trout — on  fine  drawn  gut — he 
had  made  his  first  and  last  wild  rush,  and  had 
left  me  lamenting. 

Hitherto,  I  have  spoken  of  fishing  with  the 
sunk-fly  when  there  is  little  or  no  sign  of  rising 
trout.  But  where,  midst  the  little  waves,  there 
is  the  ever-welcome  sight  of  a  "splash"  now 
and  again,  the  line  thrown  must  be  shortened  and 
cast  far  more  frequently,  since  to  allow  the  flies 
then  to  sink  deeply  would  defeat  our  purpose. 

What,  then,  are  the  indications  which  lead  the 
fisherman  to  abandon  ordinary  wet-fly  for  simk-fly 
tactics  such  as  these  ?  My  friend,  I  cannot  tell 
you  on  paper,  for  I  do  not  know  myself,  and  yet 
I  know  far  more  than  you  can  do,  who  have  never 
tried  the  sunk-fly  at  all,  and  do  not  believe  in  its 
efficacy  in  consequence .  I  have  said  that  I  cannot 
tell  you  on  paper,  but  instinctively  I  feel  when  the 
use '  of  sunk-fly  methods  are  indicated.  While 
trout  can  be  taken  by  orthodox  wet-fly  wiles,  who 
would  think  of  the  sunk-fly  at  all  ?  Who  ?  Well, 
I  for  one,  at  times ;  especially  if  the  little  billows 
I  have  tried  to  describe  seem  to  yield  but  little  or 
no  evidence  of  fish  life,  cast  you  ever  so  skilfully 
with  the  wet-fly — then,  by  George,  do  I  turn  my 
attention  to  the  sunk-fly,  and  give  it  a  really  good 
trial.  If  "  it  isn't  its  day,"  1  shall  very  soon  find 
this  out !  But,  when  I  begin  if  I  find  the  point 
of  my  rod  pulled  down,  I  seldom  return  "home 
without  a  good  show  of  trout. 

Let  me  just  venture  to  hint,  in  the  gentlest 
maimer,  the  occasional  value  of  knowing  when  to 
discard  the  wet-fly  for  the  sunk-fly.  One  has 
begun  to  fish  a  new  river — that  is,  one  that  the 
fisherman  has  never  thrown  a  line  across  in  his 
life.  The  river  is  full  of  curves  and  bends.  The 
wind  (an  east  one)  at  first  is  blowing  down  stream, 
and,  somehow,  the  trout  seem  to  be  asleep  the 
while.  By  one  or  two  o'clock  the  creel  is  empty, 
or  nearly  so,  and  one  wpnders  if  there  are  many 
trout  after  all  to  be  taken?  Suddenly  the  river 
doubles  back  upon  itself,  at  a  sharp  bend,  and  now 
the  wind  and  the  stream  have  a  little  bit  of  a 
wrangle  as  to  which  shall  be  master.  The  now 
upstream  breeze  produces  the  little  waves  which 
seem  to  suggest  the  sunk-fly.    And  I  begin  to 


search  that  new  stream  methodically— by  sunk-fly 
methods.  What  if  I  fill  my  creel  then,  and  go 
home  rejoicing  I  May  it  so  happen  that  some 
young  and  painstaking  fly-fisher  reading  this 
simple  paper,  who  may  be  living  on  the  banks  of 
a  beautiful  north  country  river,  resolves  to  give  it 
a  fair  trial. 

May  the  best  of  success  attend  him ;  but  do  not 
let  him  lose  heart  if  he  finds  that  it  does  not  come 
ofi'  just  at  first.  Let  him  persevere  till  he  succeeds. 
It  is  far  from  easy  to  teach  it  by  mere  writing. 
And  yet  nothing  can  be  easier  than  to  teach  a 
teachable  youth  the  secret  of  succeeding  with 
the  sunk-fly  when  the  wet-fly  is  a  failmre,  if  one 
only  finds  the  trout  on  the  job,  and  is  permitted 
to  explain,  clinically,  the  A  B  C  of  the  whole 
simple  business  in  actual  practice. 

Once  more  I  borrow  Sir  Walter  Scott's  warning 
words  (applied  bj'  him  to  a  youth  who  aspired  to 
take  up  literature  as  his  vocation).  "  Let  it  be 
your  crutch,  not  your  staff,"  said  he.  But,  when  its 
day  has  come,  throw  your  staff  down  and  take  up 
your  crutch  boldly,  and  may  you  win  the  trick 
thereby,  with  the  sunk-Jly. 

Recently  I  have  been  presented  with  the  finest 
trout  reel  I  have  ever  handled — "Forrest's  Patent 
Adjustable  Drag  Reel."  For  use  in  the  particular 
kind  of  fly-fishing  I  have  tried  to  describe,  I  can 
imagine  nothing  better  when  the  drag  is  set  at 
its  minimum.  It  is  a  very  perfect  reel  indeed,  the 
simplicity  of  its  construction  being  only  equalled 
by  the  perfection  of  its  workmanship.  I  feel  sure 
that  it  only  requires  to  be  known  to  be  its  own 
advertisement.  The  patentees  are  my  old  fishing- 
tackle  makers,  Messrs.  Forrest  and  Sons,  of  Kelso, 
and  of  24,  Thomas  -  street,  Grosvenor  -  square, 
London,  W.  For  ordinary  uses,  I  have  never  seen 
such  a  good  fly-fisherman's  reel. 

Alas  that  years  and  some  of  the  infirmities  of 
age  prevent  my  wading  now,  and  with  wading 
prohibited,  fishing  (for  me)  7ias  lost  its  old  charm, 

E.  M.  Ton. 


AN    ANGLEE'S  NATUEE 
GLEANINGS. 


(Continued  from  page  174.) 

Although  at  a  short  distance  this  large  bird 
seems  to  be  clothed  in  such  a  sombre  grey  coat- 
ing of  feathers,  yet  when  he  is  in  full  plumage  he 
is  remarkably  handsome  when  viewed  near  at  hand. 
His  bill,  which  is  a  brilliant  yellow  tinged  at  the 
base  with  carmine,  is  in  striking  contrast  with  the 
black  and  white  mackerel-back  marks  of  his  neck, 
while  the  layers  of  jet  black  and  pure  white  plumes 
which  form  his  head-crest  overlap  one  another  in 
a  most  peculiar  and  attractive  manner.  Then, 
again,  his  wing-coverts  and  hackles  are  long  pen- 
dants of  such  a  blue-grey  as  is  seldom  found 
among  the  clothing  of  mankind.  His  legs  also 
are  marked  with  yellow.  When  woimded  he  is  a 
most  formidable  foe,  and  the  dog  which  attacks  a 
"winged"  heron,  that  is,  one  which  has  been 
wounded  in  the  wing  only,  stands  a  very  poor 
chance  of  victory.  The  bird  under  such  circum- 
stances fights  fiercely,  always  aiming  his  blows  at 
his  antagonist's  eyes,  and  the  would-be  captor  is 
in  most  cases  speedily  blinded  by  the  animated 
dagger  which  his  feathered  foe  can  wield  with  such 
unerring  skill.  Even  man  runs  many  risks  in 
attempting  to  capture  a  wounded  heron,  and  there 
are  several  instances  on  record  of  sportsmen, 
ignorant  of  the  powers  of  the  bird  when  brought 
to  bay,  who  have  incautiously  approached  within 
range  of  the  terrible  bill,  and  hare  paid  dearly  for 
their  rashness  by  the  loss  of  one  or  both  eyes. 

By  this  time  the  heron  is  far  beyond  the  distant 
trees,  evidently  making  his  way  to  the  heronry 
in  Delamere  Forest,  where  he  will  disgorge  the 
fish,  frogs,  newts  and,  other  things  he  has  cap- 
tured for  the  benefit  of  two  very  strange-looking 
young  birds  perched  upon  a  kind  of  platform 
of  twigs  built  on  one  of  the  lofty  trees  there. 
These  heronries  are  by  no  means  so  common 
now  as  in  former  years  ;  in  fact,  our  bird  life,  like 
the  life  in  our  streams,  is  suffering  from  the  many 
innovations  that  have  been  made  by  the  land- 
owner and  the  drainage  of  whole  districts  by  the 
heavy  demands  upon  our  water  supplies.  The 
heron  is  a  bird  which  requires  the  marsh  and  the 
stream  to  provide  it  with  food,  and  as  our  marshes 
are  reclaimed  and  disappear,  as  such,  so  will  this 
graceful  and  interesting  angler  have  to  "  seek  fresh 
fields  and  pastures  new." 


A  few  yards  further  down  stream  a  small  island 
stands  separated  from  our  bank  by  a  narrow  runnel 
of  water  about  a  foot  wide,  and,  like  the  island, 
perhaps  ten  or  twelve  yards  long.  This  is  just  the 
spot  to  look  for  a  trout  if  there  is  one  hereabouts, 
for  he  dearly  loves  to  lie  in  a  narrow  swift  stream, 
almost  bridged  over  with  the  grasses  and  sedges 
on  the  banks,  and  eagerly  snaps  the  flies  as 
they  settle  on  the  overhanging  heads  of  knob  grass 
or  of  scutch.  An  Alder  or  a  Silver  Sedge  dropped 
carefully  between  the  banks  would  almost  certainly 
be  accepted  with  confidence,  and  one  might  be 
sure  of  a  tough  contest  if  the  fish  were  of  any  size, 
for  he  would  most  certainly  rush  for  it  down  stream. 
We  should  have  to  keep  out  of  sight,  however,  and 
tread  very  lightly,  for  the  fish  are  very  sensitive 
to  vibration  imparted  to  the  water  by  a  heavy 
footfall,  and  as  for  catching  a  "  wild  "  trout  when 
oneself  is  visible; — well,  you  might  as  well  expect 
to  catch  sparrows  by  putting  salt  on  their  tails. 
On  the  island,  or  "  eyot,"  mentioned  is  a  thick 
growth  of  young  bulrushes  in  bloom,  and  their 
very  striking  blossoms  are  eagerly  sought  for  as 
ornamepts.  Who  has  |not  succeeded  in  getting 
soaked  to  the  skin  about  the  feet  and  legs  in 
order  to  secure  a  bundle  of  large  velvety  purple- 
headed  "  pokers  "  ? 

As  we  come  abreast  of  the  lower  end  of  the  eyot 
a  waterhen  "blunders"  (there  is  no  other  word 
which  adequately  describes  her  flight)  across  and 
down  stream,  her  legs  dragging  partly  in  the  water 
and  creating  quite  a  panic  among  a  shoal  of  min- 
nows on  the  shallow  below.  She  is  in  such  a 
state  of  alarm  that  we  have  reason  'to  expect  she 
has  just  left  her  nest,  and  so  we  "  hark  back  "  a 
step  or  two,  and,  treading  cautiously,  for  the  ground 
is  very  boggy  hereabouts,  we  step  across  on  to 
the  eyot,  and  there  on  the  far  side  is  the  nest. 
There  is  no  attempt  whatever  at  concealment,  for 
the  waterhen  seems  to  have  unbounded  faith  in 
man.  The  structure  is,  in  its  way,  a  most  interest- 
ing one  at  times.  If  it  be  built  where  there  is  a 
likelihood  of  a  sudden  rise  in  the  level  of  the 
stream  affecting  it,  the  builder,  often  as  not,  takes 
the  precaution  of  laying  the  foundations  between 
two  or  three  stout  bulrush  stems,  and  by 
"  mooring "  the  whole  structure  to  the  bulrushes 
by  loops  of  straw,  roots  or  what-not,  she  ensures 
the  safety  of  her  eggs  even  though  the  nest  be 
floating  on  the  surface  of  the  flooded  stream.  In 
the  present  case,  however,  she  has  taken  no  such 
precautions,  but  has  simply  piled  a  heap  of  dead 
"  flags  "  together,  and  has  deposited  seven  largish 
eggs  of  a  pale  brown  colour,  speckled  and  splashed 
with  shades  of  darker  brown,  in  a  round  hollow 
fashioned  in  the  middle  of  the  heap.  She  seldom 
leaves  her  nest  without  pulling  some  of  the  dead 
flags  over  her  eggs  and  so  concealing  them ;  but 
we  have  startled  her  so  suddenly  this  morning 
that  she  had  no  time  to  attend  to  this  little  piece 
of  deception,  hence  her  'great  distress. 

The  young  waterhens,  during  the  first  few 
weeks  of  their  lives,  are  about  as  quaint  and 
comical  as  anything  one  might  expect  to  see 
in  a  day's  walk.  They  literally  tumble  out  of 
their  shells  into  the  water,  and  can  swim  almost 
at  once.  We  remember  seeing  dozens  of  them 
during  the  Whit-week  of  1902,  on  the  Ythan,  in 
Aberdeenshire,  and  were  intensely  amused  at  their 
queer  antics  when  they  discovered  our  presence. 
Evidently  instinct  prompted  the  little  fellows  to 
dive  out  of  sight  as  their  parents  would  do,  but 
their  little  bodies  were  so  heavily  clothed  in  black 
down,  and  were  thus  so  bulky  for  their  weight,  that 
they  were  quite  unable  to  get  under  water  at  all, 
but  could  merely  "  duck  "  their  heads  and  scramble 
along  on  the  top.  And  we  remember  late  one 
evening  in  that  week,  we  were  working  down 
stream,  with  a  cast  of  sea-trout  flies  in  hopes  of 
rising  one  of  the  silvery  beauties,  when  we  heard  a 
plaintive  cry  coming  from  the  middle  of  the  stream, 
which,  at  the  point  where  we  were  fishing,  was 
very  wide,  shallow  and  swift.  A  tiny  waterhen 
had  somehow  been  caught  by  the  current,  and  was 
drifting  rapidly  along  in  mid-stream,  quite  power- 
less to  battle  successfully  with  the  strong  rush  of 
waters  around  him.  His  distress  was  very  evident, 
and  he  was  lifting  up  his  tiny  voice  in  piteous  calls 
to  his  mother.  Having  our  waders  on,  without 
more  ado,  we  waded  in  and  brought  the  tiny 
"  voyageur  "  unresisting  to  the  bank,  and  put  him 
in  safety  among  the  sedges,  where  we  hope  his 
mother  discovered  him  none  the  worse  for  his  long 
and  perilous  voyage  down  stream. 

(To  be  continued.) 


March  14,  1908 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


201 


12/3,  14/-,  15/9,  17/6,  19/3,  &c. 
SUIT  LENGTHS 

"  Homespun  " 


Variety  of  Shades ;  Pure  Wool ;  unexcelled  for  Style  and  Hard  Wear. 


Fop  angling,  SHOOTING,  and  GOLFING 
SUITS  and  COSTUMES  any  of  the  eloths 
can  now  be  supplied  EXTRA  SHRUNK  and 
RAINPROOFED  at  a   small   extra  eharg-e. 

When  treated  by  this  process  (which  renders  them  rain  but  not  air 
proof,  and   ENTIRELY  OBVIATES    SHRINKING)  the 

Bantry  Tweeds  form  ideal  materials  for  these  purposes  as  well  as 
for  General  wear. 

Patterns  free  from  THOMAS  COPITHORNE,  Bantry,  Ireland. 


It  Smooths  the  Rugged  Path  of  Life. 

One  Trial  will  tell  more  than  we  can  say  of  its 
qualities  as  a  Pipe  Tobacco. 

Tortoise-^sKell 


Mild,  5d.  per  oz. 
Medium,  5d.  per  oz. 
Popular,  42d.peroz. 


Mixtttre 


W.  A.  &  A.  C.  CHURCHMAN, 

Branch  of  the  Imperial  Tobacco  Co.  (of  Gt.  Britain  and 
Ireland)  Ltd.,  Ipswich. 


FISHING,     FISHING.  FISHING, 

Gregson's  Complete  Outfits 
are  what  you  want. 

£1  /I  Fishing:  Outfit  is  a  marvel  for  the 

<^  ■  /  ■  money,  including  a  10-ft.  Greenheart  Rod,  3  lengths,  with 
snake  rings  and  best  reel  fittings,  well  balanced  and  finished 
One  superior  Reel  with  check  action;  one  best  Silk 
Waterproof  Fishing  Line ;  \  doz.  3-yd.  Gut  Casts ;  1  doz. 
assorted  Flies  on  gut ;  one  Fishing  Bag,  and  a  good  Fly 
Book.     All  superior  quality,  and  sent  post  free  to  your 

door  for  the  sum  of  One  Guinea.. 
Also  Our  Bottom  Fisiiingr  Outfit,  including  all 

you  want  for  the  season,  post  free,  Ten  Shillings. 
Our  Boy's  Fishing:  Outfit  is  a  splendid  off^er  and 
a  most  suitable  present,  Five  Shilling:s,  complete. 


HANTS. 

River  Itchen  and  Old  Canal  (Otterljounie, 
three  miles  from  EastleiKli  aiul  six  miles  from 
I  Winchester).— Good  FISHING  BEAT,  about 
one  mile  on  both  banks,  and  one  mile  on  one 
bank  ;  well-stocked  with  large  trout ;  keeper's 
cottage  ;  lease  of  nine  years  to  run.  Also  newly 
erected  BUNGALOW,  containing  four  bed- 
rooms, bathroom,  two  w.c.'s,  drawing,  dining, 
and  sitting  rooms,domeatic  offices  ;  water  supply, 
good  drainage  ;  standing  in  grounds  of  over  an 
I  acre  ;  lease  forty-six  years  ;  ground  rent,  £10. 
The  whole  for  SALE,  by  order  of  executors.— 
For  particulars  apply  Brodib,  Timbs  &  Co., 
Estate  Agents,  22,Basinghall  Street,  London,  E.C 


10/- 
5/- 

GREGSON  &  CO.,  59,  Penny  Street,  Blackburn. | 
KENNET      YALLEY  FISHERIES. 

Price  List  of  Trout  and  Grayling  Fis/t  Food,  &c. 
A.  F.U  W  ROX>S  TO  X^UT. 

Apply   Manager,   Kennet  Valley   Fisheries,  Hungerford. 

  TeleffrajMc  Address:  "  FISHERIES,  HUNGERFORD." 


MUDIE'S. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS  Opened  at  any 
Date  for  Three,  Six,  and  Twelve 
Months. 


HOTEL 
VICTORIA 

Northumberland  A  venue, 
Trafalgar  Square, 

LONDON. 

First-class.  Renowned  for  comfort. 
Luxurious  suites  of  rooms,  with  private 
baths.   Inclusive  terms  from  14/6  per  day. 

Telegrams  :  "  Victoriola,  London. " 
GORDON  HOTELS  LTD. 


TOWN  SOBSCRIPTIONS  21s.  YEARLY. 
BOOKS  OF  PAST  SEASONS  lOs.Bd.  YEARLY. 

TERMS  for  LARQBR  SUBSCRIPTIONS, 
COUNTRY,    5UBURBS,    and  PARCEL 
P05T  5ent  on  application. 

1 30-34,  NEW  OXFORDST.,  LONDON. 

Branch  0j?fceJ241,  BROMPTON  ROAD.  S.W. 

^48,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  ST.,  E.C 


RAINBOW  TROUT  from  6  to  12  ins 
[TENCH  -   -   -  - 
PERCH  -   -   -  - 


1  „  2 


ROACH 


6  „  Sins 
6  „  9  „ 


THE  IWELHAM  PARK  FISH 
HATCHERY,  LTD., 

MALTON,  YORKSHIRE. 


London  &  North  Western  and  Caledonian  Railways. 

WEST   COJLSX    (^jj^s')  ROUTE 


LONDON 

(EUSTON) 
land 


GLEOBURY  NORTH  FISHERY 

SHROPSHIRE. 

Proprietor — E.  S.  Hamiltok-Edssell 
Brown,  Loch  Leven,  and  Rainbow  Trout, 
for  delivery  from  Ludlow  or  Bridgnorth 

ENGLAND  and  SCOTLAND|''^^;;;^_^^^^z^^^ 

15th  TEAR, 

ENGLISH  FISHING-TAGKLE 
MANUFAGTURERS 

have  the  greatest  interest  to  advertise  in 

"Le  Pecheur" 

(IBth  TEAB), 
which  is  the  oldest,  the  most  important, 
and  the  most  widely  circulated  of  the 
French  Fishing  Gazettes. 
Managing  Director:  PH.  LINET. 

«Le  Pecheur." 

Offcei  10,  Rue  des  Beailx-Arts,  10,  Paris. 


Via  CARLISLE. 

EDINBURGH  in  8  hrs.      PERTH       in   9i  hps 
GLASGOW     „  8   „        ABERDEEN  „  Hi 
INVERNESS  in  13i  hps. 

Corridor  (Vestibuled)  Trains  with  Dining  and  Refreshment  Cars.     Sleeping  Saloons 
fitted  with  every  modern  convenience: 

For  further  information  apply  to  Mr.  ROBERT  TURNBULL  Suoerintenripnt  of  tho 
Euston  Station,  London,  or  Mr.  G.CALTHROP,  CaledoniarRailwak  Glasgow 

FREDERICK  HARRISON,  General  Manager,  L.  and  N.W.  Railway. 
R.  MILLAR,  General  Manager,  Caledonian  Railway. 

"LA  PECHE  MODERNE." 

An  Ulustrated  French  Angling  Paper  published  the  1st  and  15th  of  each  month. 

Annual  Subscription,  4s.  I 

All  commumcations  should  be  atfdreBsS'd  to  th'e  Directbre-^WTEKs  Frekes;  3o',  Quai  de  lo'uWe.Faris 


GOUND  LODGE  INN, 

O/V  SEVERN 

( 1  mile  from  Cressage.Shropshire, G.  W.  R . , 
7  miles  from  Shrewsbupy— Trap  if 
desired). 

A  eonimodioiis  and  comfortable  Country  Hos- 
telry, pleasantly  situated,  on  the  Severn,  t'nder 
new  and  efficient  management. 

AN  rOEAL  RESORT  FOR  A 
QUIET  HOLIDAY. 

Moderate  Tariff :  special  terms  for  Angling 
and  Family  Parties  (week-ends  or  longer  periods). 

BOATING  AND  FISHING  on  several  miles 
of  the  finest  reaches  of  Mid-Severn.  Trout. 
Graying,  Pilte,  Roach,  Chub,  Perch,  itc. 
Severn  Conservators  rod  and  line  license,  2s.  per 
annum,  obtainable  at  Shrewsbury  or  elsewhere. 

Traps  and  Uoats  for  hire  at  reasonable 
charges. 

Ample  Stabling  and  Motor  and  Cycle  Accom- 
modation. 

Places  of  Interest  in  the  vicinity  :—Buildwas 
Abbey,  Wenlock  and  Prioi-y,  Atirham  and  the 
Roman  City  of  Uriconium,  Pitchtord  and  Con- 
dover  Halls,  Acton  Burnell  Castle,  (fee. 

Proprietor :  WALTER  PRICE, 

CouNB  Lodge  Inn,  near  Cressage,  Salop. 


SCIATICA, 
LUMBAGO, 
RHEUMATISM. 

Sufferers  should  use 


DROITWIGH 
BRINE  CRYSTALS 


Being    a    specially  Crystallised 
Preparation,  for  Home  Use,  of 
the  Celebrated  Droittvich  Brine 
Springs. 
From  all  Chemists,  or 
m  28  lb.  Bag  delivered  Free  to 
any  address. 

London,  2/mm     Country,  2/3m 

Sole  Proprietors, 

WESTON  &WESTALL,  Ltd. 

(Dept.  C), 

16,  Eastcheap,  London,  E.C, 


TROUT^FISHING 
A  VACANCY  FOR  A  ROD 

on  the  Bradbourne  Stretch  of  the  River 
Darenth.  Heavily  stocked  with  Fario. 
Four  railway  stations  easy  walking  dis- 
tance of  water. — Particulars  apply, 
Heebeet  H.  Simmoss,  Green  Trees, 
Nr.  Ton  bridge. 


-\  CLUB,  having  4  miles  of 

TROUT  FISHING 

(both  liaiiks)  iu  Hertfordshire,  has 
JF-OXJR  VACANCIES. 

End  of  water  2^  miles  fi-om  railway 
station.  Good  Inn  close  to  water.  Sub- 
scription, £25  ;  Entrance  Fee,  £5.— Apply 
to  F.  C.  PuLLEE,  youugsb'ury,  Ware. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — Geneeal  Remarks. — The  coarse  fish- 
ing season  on  the  Thames  closes  to-day  (March  14), 
and  for  three  months  those  who  do  not  fish  for 
trout  will  have  to  put  by  their  rods.  The  season 
has  finished  up  very  badly,  the  river  being  high  and 
coloured,  and  with  too  fast  a  stream.  I  can  hear 
of  very  few  good  results  of  sport  during  the  week, 
but  there  is  the  possibility  that  those  who  fish 
to-day  wUl  [do  better,  as  the  river  at  the  time  of 
writing  is  clearing.  February  failed  to  fill  the  dykes, 
but  March  accomplished  the  neglected  work  of  the 
previous  month,  and  thus  prevented  many  anglers 
from  concluding  the  seMon  satisfactorily.  Mr. 
A.  Drinkwater,  the  president  of  the  Kingston 
Piscatorials,  and  Mr.  Fred.  Littlewood,  of  the 
same  society,  have  had  a  week  at  Radcot  in|  search 
of  chub.  Mr.  Drinkwater  kindly  sent  me  the  fol- 
lowing note  on  Wednesday : — "When  we  got  here 
on  March  6  the  river  was  high,  and  by  Sunday  it 
was  over  the  banks.  Now  it  is  down  to  its  proper 
level,  but  running  very  fast  and  highly  coloured. 
You  can  understand  from  this  that  fish  have  not 
been  very  plentiful,  especially  as  it  has  blown  a 
gale  practically  all  the  time  and  is  very  cold. 
Fred.  Littlewood  got  a  small  jack  to-day  of  4|b. 
We  hope  for  better  things  for  the  rest  of  the  week." 
I  hope  to  hear  better  news  at  the  week-end.  I  had 
half  a  day's  fishing  at  Fordingbridge  on  Wednesday 
with  Mr.  W.  Buckmaster,  but  we  were  not  success- 
ful in  getting  many  fish.  Messrs.  Chappell  and 
Laffan  had  40lb.  of  pike,  largest  121b.,  and  a  fine 
perch  of  31b.  5oz. — the  best  that  has  ever  been 
caught  there.  Mr.  Mackintosh  had  some  good 
roach — two  scaling  1  lb.  15^oz.  each — nearly  two- 
pounders  !  Now  it  will  be  necessary  to  get  the 
Thames  trouting  tackle  ready,  and  it  is  probable 
sport  will  be  met  with  early  after  the  season  opens, 
as  a  few^  trout  have  been  seen  on  the  move  already. 
— F.  H.'Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — Owing  to  the  continued 
heavy  rains  and  snow  during  last  week  end  the 
river  heis  been  running  very  thick  and  bank  high  ; 
nothing  has  been  done.  To-day  (Wednesday)  the 
river  is  begiiming  to  clear  ;  without  more  rain  there 
may  be  just  a  chance  for  fishing  during  Friday  and 
Saturday,  which  will  end  a  very  poor  season.' — 
St,\nley  Mead. 

Thames  (Twickenham). — Following  my  report 
last  week,  we  have  had  several  catches  of  bream 
and  roach  brought  ashore.  The  water  on  Sunday 
was  very  heavy  and  coloured;  since  then  it  has 
lowered  and  fined  down  each  day,  and  the  patrons 
of  C.  Lea,  C.  Brown  and  R.  Moffatt  have  done 
fairly  well  amongst  the  bream  and  roach  up 
to  the  time  of  writing.  I  expect  the  season 
to  finish  out  well  as  the  water  is  in  good  order,  and 
a  number  of  punts  are  already  engaged.  The 
funeral  of  the  late  "  Jim  "  Coxen  took  place  here 
on  March  5,  and  several  notable  fishermen  and  river 
keepers  represented  the  different  societies.  Every- 
thing was  carried  out  A  1 . — Tom  Auger. 

Thames  (Wraysbury). — The  heavy  rain  has 
caused  a  push  of  water  and  put  some  colour  into  it, 
which  is  all  in  favour  of  the  roach  fisherman,  and 
promises  well  for  a  good  wind  up  to  the  season, 
which,  taken  altogether,  has  not  been  all  one  could 
desire. — P.  Brown. 

Avon  (Bingwood). — This  river  is  just  now  fining 
down  after  last  week's  floods,  and  should  be  in  fine 
condition  the  latter  part  of  week.  On  March  3 
Mrs.  L.  Turner  took  a  salmon  of  181b.  on  Avon 
Castle  water,  and  on  March  10  Mr.  G.  L.  P.  Polden 
took  a  large  fish  of  391b.  on  Avon  Tyrrell  water. — 
M.  W.  Hayteb. 

Conway. — Owing  to  the  recent  heavy  floods,  and 
the  snow  melting  upon  the  mountains  and  rushing 
in  torrents  into  the  Conway  River  and  Lledr  and 
their  tributaries,  the  trout-fishing  season  has  not 
opened  very  auspiciously,  but  a  few  good  catches 
are  reported,  one  local  angler  having  succeeded 
in  landing  a  trout  weighing  2flb. — J.  R.  Chambers. 

Dart  (Toti^cs  and  District). — The  first  week's 
sport  on  the  Dart  has  been  very  good  for  salmon, 
and  about  the  average  for  trout.  The  water,  how- 
ever, has  been  rather  big,  and  has  prevented  the 
men  engaged  on  the  Duke  of  Somerset's  fishery 
from  fishing  on  some  days,  their  catches  up  to  now 
being  very  small.  At  the  weir,  however,  a  good 
number  of  salmon  have  been  taken.  On  March  10 
the  men  landed  twenty-nine  fish  in  the  pink  of  con- 
dition, the  average  weight  being  1 51b.  apiece.  Rods, 
too,  have  done  very  well.  On  March  5,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Cornish,  of  Beach  Rock,  Buckfastleigh,  creeled  a 
17|lb.  salmon  in  splendid  condition.  Mr.  Salisbury 
has  had  one  which  weighed  14Jlb.  Mr.  H.  Turner, 
of   Dartmouth,  landed   a  fish;   Mr.  Millman,  of 
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Buckfastleigh,  also  had  one.  Some  fair  baskets  of 
trout  have  been  secured  by  Messrs.  W.  F. 
Tollit,  H.  T.  Distin,  E.  Distin,  and  Everett.  With  a 
change  of  the  weather  sport  should  continue  to 
improve.  Seeing  that  nearly  100  salmon  have  been 
taken  by  the  Weir  Fishery,  it  will  clearly  be  seen 
that,  although  many  fish  may  have  gone  to  the 
higher  waters,  some  working  arrangement  should 
be  made  between  the  angling  associations  who 
fish  the  Weir  and  the  Dart  Board  of  Conservators, 
so  that  some  of  the  fish  might  be  placed  in  the 
waters  above  the  "weir.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Conservators,  the  chairman  (Mr.  C.  Barran)  men- 
tioned the  subject,  and  said  that  the  suggestion  was 
deemed  advisable  by  the  authorities,  and  that  they 
were  fortunate  in  being  able  to  negotiate  with  the 
gentlemen  interested  in  the  weir  fishery.  However, 
no  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  chairman  said  he 
would  put  it  on  the  agenda  for  the  next  meeting. — 
Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Some  nice  salmon  have, 
I  hear,  been  taken  on  the  Exe,  near  Pynes.  The 
water  has  been  big  and  coloured.  The  opening 
week  on  the  Carey  was  not  very  favourable  owing  to 
the  weather,  and  the  flymen  could  only  fish  one  day 
last  week.  With  worm  one  rod  had  a  couple  of 
dozen  nice  fish.  I  hear  that  the  floods  have  washed 
away  Coombe  Mill  weir  below  Tower  Hill  Railway 
Station.  Avon  and  Erme  Conservators  have  given 
notice  to  the  owners  of  the  mill  leats  requesting 
them  to  give  the  water  bailifl  notice  when  the  water 
is  to  be  withdrawn  from  the  leats,  so  that  the  fish 
there  might  be  preserved. — Devonian. 

I!lan  Keservoirs. — No  tickets  have  yet  been 
issued,  but  inquiries  for  Easter  accommodation 
continue  to  be  received.  All  that  is  now  wanted  is 
a  change  in  the  weather,  which  keeps  cold  and 
luisettled.  A  few  warm  days  would  tempt  many 
local  anglers  who  are  anxious  to  make  a  start. — 
W.  B.  H. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Some  sport  has 
been  had  by  the  salmon  and  trout  fishermen,  the 
most  useful  flies  being  Blue  Upright,  March  Brown, 
and  February  Red.  Very  little  has  been  done  by 
the  coarse  fish  anglers,  and  soon  these  fish  will 
enjoy  their  three  months'  respite.  The  funeral  of 
the  late  Captain  Richard  Pearse  took  place  ^at  St. 
Thomas  parish  church  la-t  week,  and  was  largely 
attended  by  his  relatives  and  a  large  circle  of  friends. 
He  was  for  many  years  in  charge  of  the  hotel  and 
locks  at  Turf,  and  upon  his  retirement,  ten  years 
after  the  death  of  his  wife,  was  presented  with  a 
testimonial  by  the  Mayor  of  Exeter.  For  some 
years  he  followed  a  seafaring  life,  and  was  ship- 
wrecked upon  three  different  occasions,  receiving 
special  recognition  from  the  Board  of  Trade,  who 
commended  his  skill  and  bravery.  He  was  an  occa- 
sional angler  himself,  being  a  great  favourite  with 
fishermen  generally,  both  in  the  city  of  Exeter  and 
surrounding  neighbourhood.  Some  pollack  have 
been  caught  at  Exmouth  Pier,  while  in  the  docks 
smelt  fishing  has  Jbeen  very  good  for  the  last  ten 
days,  many  thousands  having  been  caught,  and  the 
following  have  scored  over  one  himdred  per  day 
upon  several  occasions :  Messrs.  R.  Mostyn,  White, 
Maxwell,  Stancombe,  Murray  (visitor),  Cobley,  and 
Kelley.  Mullet  have  not  been  seen  or  caught  during 
the  past  week — they  have  no  chance  with  the  smelt 
swarming  in  the  dock. — Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  weather  has  again 
been  at  its  worst  for  fishing,  and  there  is  no  improve- 
ment reported  in  sport  down  to  March  11.  The 
rains  and  snow  have  coloured  the  water,  but  it  is  at 
a  very  low  temperature.    To-day  (March  14)  is  the 


last  day  of  the  season  for  retaining  pike  and  perch 
in  the  Lea. — Izaak  Wai^ton. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon). — The  river  is  in  good 
condition  again.  The  water  has  gone  down  con- 
siderably this  last  few  days.  There  is  every  pros- 
pect of  finishing  the  pike  season  up  well.  The  roach 
and  dace  are  working  up  stream  now  in  great  num- 
bers. If  the  weather  keeps  fine  there  ought  to  be 
some  good  sport. — Arthur  Rolph. 

IiVLgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  rurming  a  fair  level,  but  are  stained  and 
full  of  saow-water.  The  weather  has  been  very 
rough,  and  gales  of  wind,  rain,  hail,  and  snow  have 
been  had,  and  it  has  not  been  fit  for  anglers  to  go 
out.  Trout  fishing  up  to  the  present  has  been  at 
a  standstill,  and  will  continue  so  until  the  snow- 
water runs  off  and  the  weather  improves.  The 
Pinsley  is  stained. — Gwynne. 

Nene  (Feterboroug'h). — General  disturbances  of 
the  weather,  heavy  rain-storms,  boisterous  winds, 
with  snow  and  sleet,  have  caused  an  almost  total 
cessation  of  angling  operations,  for  the  result  has 
been  that  the  river  has  become  considerably  swollen, 
and  the  water  of  a  yellowish  colour  and  out  of  con- 
dition, but  at  the  time  of  writing  (Wednesday)  the 
weather  is  more  promising,  and  if  there  is  a  continu- 
ance of  it  the  last  two  or  three  days  before  March  1 5 
may  provide  some  sport  for  our  anglers,  who  are  very 
anxious  to  get  another  turn  before  the  close  of  the 
season.  I  cannot  hear,  under  the  conditions  men- 
tioned, that  ny  pike  have  been  captured  since  my 
last  report,  but  there  have  been  some  good  roach 
and  perch  caught. — ^E.  A.  S. 

Oare  Water  (near  Lynton). — Fish  feeding  at 
intervals,  but  weather  very  stormy.  Best  flies: 
Blue  Dun  and  March  Brown — in  fact,  none  other 
kill.  Best  fish  barely  Jib.  each  ;  no  large  numbers 
at  present.  Fine  tacule  not  wanted,  but  warm 
clothes  most  necessary. — E.  P.  Taylor. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — For  the  past 
week  the  weather  has  been  too  cold  and  raw  to 
tempt  many  anglers  to  the  riverside,  and  the  stream 
has  been  more  or  less  in  spate,  so  that  little  fishing 
has  been  accomplished.  During  such  intervals  as 
the  state  of  the  water  has  permitted  the  trout  have 
not  been  disinclined  to  take  the  fly,  the  time  of  the 
take  being  from  about  1  p.m.  to  as  late  as  4  p.m.  The 
fish  are  rapidly  improving  in  condition.  Nine  were 
creeled  the  other  day  at  Ottery  which  weighed  41b., 
and  five  on  March  9  to  the  same  rod,  wliich  were 
plump,  well-shaped  fish.  On  March  10  the  river 
was  fishable,  but  very  full  and  stained.  The  March 
Brown  may  be  expected  soon. — Heron. 

Plymouth. — The  rivers  are  in  very  good  condi- 
tion, and  good  sport  is  reported  from  all  parts.  The 
Tavy  has  been  accounting  for  some  nice  baskets, 
especially  from  Tavistock  down  to  Double  Waters, 
and  the  fish  are  a  fair  size.  On  the  Meavy  a  friend 
had  some  nice  trout,  and  another  a  good  basket  on 
the  Dart.  The  trout  are  sporting  well  on  this  river, 
and  on  the  lower  waters  a  fisherman  had  a  fine  fresh - 
run  salmon  of  12Jlb.,  caught  on  the  small  Silver 
Doctor.  There  are  several  fine  fish  in  the  lower 
waters.  For  the  convenience  of  strangers  and 
visitors  I  keep  a  list  |of  apartments,  lodgings,  and 
hotels  near  to  the  various  rivers,  so  that  I  shall  be 
pleased  at  any  time  to  give  information  to  any  of 
your  readers  requiring  such.^ — William  Heardeb. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — We  are 
nearing  the  end  of  the  season,  and  as  I  write  the 
weather  is  very  treacherous,  and  but  few  anglers 
out.  Sport  has  been  poor  during  the  week.  From 
the  Ouse  nothing  worth  recording  has  reached  me, 
and  from  the  Cuckmere  the  record  is  a  small  pike  of 
31b.  80Z.  taken  by  Mr.  Lemo.  Mi-.  F.  Iving,  fishing 
the  Adur,  secured  five  roach,  weighing  together  31b. 
Sussex  rivers  close  on  March  14,  but  doubtless 
many  anglers  will  put  in  an  appearance  on  March  15. 
There  is  no  extension  excepting  in  rented  or  private 
waters.  Chichester  Canal  is  in  good  order,  pike  up 
to  4 Jib.  having  been  taken,  and  bream  of  Iflb. — 
George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — River  very  full,  wind  strong 
and  cold,  and  flies  can  scarcely  be  kept  on  water. 
A  few  small  dishes  of  trout  have  been  taken,  but  it 
must  be  warmer  weather  before  any  good  catches 
can  be  obtained.  Salmon  or  trout  fishing  tickets  can 
now  be  obtained  for  the  day  on  the  RoUe  Estate 
water  on  the  Taw ;  season  tickets  are  to  be  issued. 
Fly-fishing  only  will  be  allowed. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  is 
now  ruiming  high  and  stained  and  out  of  order  for 
fishing,  being  full  of  snow-water  owing  to  the 
melting  of  the  snow  on  the  hills,  and  fishing  will  be 
quiet  until  it  has  run  off.  The  weather  has  been 
against  fishing  of  late  owing  to  gales  of  wind,  rain, 
and  hail.  A  few  have  tried  worm  for  trout,  but 
sport  has  been  very  bad,  and  scarcely  a  trout  has 
been  taken.  Anglers  will  have  to  wait  for  a  change 
in  the  weather.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and 
Ledwyche  are  stained  and  Jull^^of  snow-water. — 
S.  Ludlow. 
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ANDERSONS 

GOLD  MEDAL 

FISHING 


CATALOGUES   POST  FREE   ON  APPUOATION. 


ANDERSON,  ANDERSON  &  ANDERSON.U 


RUBBER,  WATERPROOF  and 
OILSKIN  MANUFACTURERS 


WATERPROOFS 


THIRTY-ONE  PRIZE  MEDALS 
AND  AWARDS. 


The  "BUCKLAND"  JACKET.  47/6 


Well  Ventilated.  Storm  Cuffs  and  Fly. 
With  Hooks  to  shorten  to  Semi- 
Jacket  for  Deep  Wading,  preventing 
draggling  in  Water.  34  in.  and  37  in. 
long. 


The  LADIES'  BUCKLAND." 

Dark  Fawn  Fishing  Costume. 

Jacket  47/6 

Skirt    31/6 

Gaiters   s/ll 


The  "BUCKLANO"  COAT.  57/6 

For  Fishing,  Shooting,  General  Wear. 
Well  Ventilated,  Storm  Cuff  and  Fly. 

With  Hooks  to  shorten  into  Jacket 

for  Wading. 


OVERALL  TROUSERS 

(Double  Seated).! 
For  Boat  Fishing,  4,c. 
With  Waterproof  Flap 
behind  the  Fly  Front. 
In  strong  Double 
Texture, 
Twill,  No.  R14  25/- 
Black  Rubber  21/- 
Fawn     or  Blue 
Black  32/6 


1 

-9 


STORM 
CAP. 

(Ventilated). 

Black  Rubber, 

2/9,  3/9,  6/6. 

Doubie 
Texture 

6/6,  6  6,  10/6 


THE  "HAMPSHIRE." 

33  in.  or  36  in.  long. 

No.  1.       No.  2.       No.  3.         No.  4. 

25/-    21/-    15/6  10/6 


THE 

' KNOCKABOUT ' 
HAT. 

No.  16,  7/6. 

No.  10,  6/6. 

Folds  small  for 
pocket. 


OVERALL  SKIRTS. 

•  Double  Seated). 
For  Boat  Fishing,  <Stc. 
In  strong  Double 
Texture. 


33  in.  long 
36in.  ,, 
39in.  ,. 


••  21  - 
23/6 
••  26- 


Oilskin    15  6 


37,  aUEEN  VICTORIA  ST.,  E.G.    LONDON.  58-59,  CHARING  CROSS,  S.W 

70,  QUEEN  STREET,  CARDIFF  -~   * 


23,  CASTLE  STREET,  SWANSEA. 
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Tyne. — Fishing  on  the  River  Tyne,  near  Had- 
dington, on  March  9,  I  had  eight  nice  trout  in 
splendid  condition;  lieaviest,  Hlb.,  and  the  other 
seven  averaging  |lb.  each.  Two  of  the  trout  were 
taken  with  dark  March  Brown  and  tinsel  body, 
another  with  Blue  Dun,  and  the  rest  with  small  worm 
on  fine  tackle. — Thomas  G.  Robb. 

Usk  (Usk). — In  consequence  of  the  very  heavy 
storms  and  the  extremely  rough  weather  prevailing 
this  river  has  been  practically  in  a  state  of  flood 
from  March  6  up  to  time  of  writing  (March  10),  and 
angling,  both  salmon  and  trout,  has  been  at  a  stand- 
still. This  will,  however,  benefit  angling  all  the 
way  round  subsequently.  The  following  are  the 
trout  successes  reported  : — On  March  3,  Mr.  J.  Pitt, 
sen.,  six ;  Mr.  Geo.  Lavin,  two.  On  March  4,  Mr. 
G.Edmunds,  jun.,  six;  Mr.  W.  Morgan,  nine;  Mr. 
R.  Rickards,  four.  On  March  5,  Mr.  Thomas,  five  (one 
of  2Ib.  5oz.);  Mr.  Geo.  Lavin,  six;  Mr.  F.  Cozens, 
three. — T.  R. 

Wye  (Upper). — A  few  small  lots  of  trout  have 
been  taken  in  the  upper  Wye.  The  river  is  at 
present,  however,  much  too  heavy  for  fly-fishing. 
It  soon  runs  down  here  though,  and  given  an  im- 
provement in  the  weather  and  two  or  three  really 
fine  days,  trout  fisliing  would  become  pretty  general. 
The  excellent  Talwrmmaendy  waters  in  this  district 
have  been  let  for  the  present  season  to  Mc.  Charles 
Jones  of  Rhayader.  There  are  four  fine  salmon 
catches  on  these  waters,  and  the  trout  fishing  is 
second  to  none  in  the  district. — W.  B.  H. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse 
etc.  (Yorks). — Since  last  report  wa=:  sent  in  there 
w£is  a  sudden  thaw  set  in  last  week-end  and  the 
main  rivers  have  been  flooded  and  are  over  their 
banks.  The  heavy  rains  and  the  rapid  melting 
of  the  snow  on  the  hills  and  moorland  have 
caused  the  rivers  to  overflow  their  banks  at  the 
beginning  of  the  week,  consequently  very  little 
angling  has  been  done  during  the  last  few  days. 
There  is  any  quantity  of  snow  remaining  on  the 
hills,  and  the  frequent  storms  of  hail,  sleet,  wind 
and  rain  will  keep  up  the  water  for  a  day  or 
so,  which  is  against  angUng  at  present.  Not- 
withstanding all  the  drawbacks  a  few  anglers 
have  been  out  on  the  Yore  in  the  upper 
reaches  and  have  succeeded  in  catching  a  few 
grayling,  dace,  etc.,  and  those  anglers  have  hooked 
a  few  barren  trout  in  fair  condition,  but  the  majority 
are  thin,  black,  and  out  of  condition.  Very  little 
angling  has  been  done  on  the  Wharfe  during  the  last 
few  days  owing  to  the  high  floods  ;  in  fact,  the 
water  has  not  been  so  high  for  the  last  ten  years. 
In  the  district  of  Otley  the  water  was  on  the  high 
roads,  and  in  the  lower  districts  several 
acres  of  land  have  been  covered  over  in 
the  district  of  Collingham  and  Tadcaster.  On 
Monday,  at  the  latter  place,  the  water  was  about 
15ft.  above  the  normal  level — in  fact,  the  water  was 
in  the  main  street,  which  has  not  been  experienced 
for  the  last  fifteen  years.  The  trout  season  opens  on 
Monday  next,  and  so  far  as  Yorkshire  is  concerned 
is  certain  to  be  later,  for  up  to  now  there  has  been 
very  little  natural  fly  on  the  water,  and  the  present 
conditions  are  distinctly  unfavourable.  Best  flies 
for  the  opening  are  Winter  Brown,  Snipe  Bloa, 
Snipe  and  Purple,  Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Waterhen 
Bloa  and  Spring  Black. — John  E.  Milleb. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Beauly  and  Couon. — Probably  owing  to  the  fact 
that  the  water  of  the  Beauly  fell  very  low  during 
the  week,  and  that  with  the  exception  of  the  tidal 
waters  and  an  occasional  cast  on  the  Home  Beat  of 
the  Beaufort  Castle  waters,  no  fishing  took  place. 
Sea-trout  are  ascending  in  fairly  large  quantities, 
and  fairly  good  sport  was  had  amongst  them.  On 
the  Beaufort  Castle  waters  fifteen  fresh-run  sea- 
trout,  scaling  161b.,  were  creeled.  In  the  tidal 
waters,  the  Moniack  Castle  rod  had  particularly 
good  sport,  landing  in  all  seventy-six  nice  trout,  of 
which  fifty-six  were  grassed  in  one  day.  Conon. — 
On  the  lower  reaches,  eight  salmon,  scaling  an 
average  of  71b.,  as  well  as  seven  sea-trout,  averaging 
1  lb.  each,  were  creeled.  Below  the  bridge  anglers 
who  have  obtained  permission  from  Colonel  Stewart 
Mackenzie,  of  Seaforth,  had  fairly  good  baskets  of 
sea-trout,  one  angler  from  Maryburgh  bringing  in 
nine  off  one  pool  on  March  5.  The  net  fishings  were 
not  very  productive,  fish  not  running  well. — A.  R. 

Border  Bsk  and  Liddle. — The  whole  of  the 
waters  of  the  Esk  and  Liddle  Fisheries  Association 
are  open  for  angling  on  March  15,  but,  of  course, 
fishing  will  not  commence  till  Monday,  March  16. 
There  will  be  no  trout  fishing  till  the  sun  has  cleared 
the  snow  away  which  is  still  lying  white  in  the 
higher  latitudes.  Very  few  anglers  have-  been  out 
on  the  association  water,  while  the  spring  kills  in 
Netherby  reserved  water  have  been  disappointing. 
In  the  corresponding  week  of  last  year  the  Rev. 
Ivor  O.  Graham,  Arthtiret,  killed  five  salmon,  the 
heaviest  couple  being  over  221b.  each.    j^Only  one 


spring  salmon  has  been  got  in  the  Willow  pool  as 
yet,  and  a  few  kelts  have  been  caught  lower  down 
in  the  Double  water  and  returned  io  the  river. 
Several  anglers  have  been  out  in  the  lower  stretches, 
but  few  catches  are  reported,  while  the  Eden  and 
Annan  have  not  had  such  a  fine  run  of  spring 
salmon  for  years.  A  few  medium  sized  fish  have 
been  taken  in  the  Solway  nets  on  the  English  side 
of  the  channel.  -But  the  Scottish  fishermen  are  yet 
inactive.  There  was  a  sharp  frost  on  Thursday, 
March  5.  The  waters  are  in  order  for  the  fly,  but 
it  will  be  near  Easter  ere  yellow  trout  are  in  order, 
and  Easter  falls  late  this  year.  There  is  no  March 
Brown  fly  on  the  water  yet. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Boss,  Ardgay,  N.B.). — So 
far  as  the  season  has  gone,  sport  on  this  river  has 
been  disappointing.  Up  to  the  beginning  of  this 
week,  only  five  salmon  and  a  few  sea-trout  were 
landed.  Of  these  there  were  two  of  161b.  and  181b., 
got  on  Invercharron  water;  two  on  the  Braelang- 
well  water,  and  one  on  Gledfield  water.  In  fairness 
to  the  angler,  however,  it  should  be  stated  that  the 
terrific  storms,  which  raged  almost  incessantly, 
rendered  angling  impossible  most  of  the  time.  On 
March  10  and  11  there  were  indications  of  a  change 
for  the  better. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — On  Mr.  Porter's,  of 
Corniehaugh,  fishings  atTMarnoch  Lodge,  Mr.  John 
Cruickshank  killed  a  fresh-run  salmon  of  71b. — X. 

Loch  Ness  (Douglas  Hotel). — On  March  2.  Mr. 
R.  Hunt,  Liverpool,  one  salmon,  19ilb.,  and  on 
March  4,  one,  18Wb.  On  March  3,  "Mr.  Hyslop, 
Pitlochry,  one,  20-ilb.,  and  on  March  6,  one,  171b. 
Weather  very  unsuitable  for  fishing.  —  R.  M. 
Cameron. 

Iioch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— On  March  3,  Mr. 
D.  Moseley,  Manchester,  one  salmon,  161b.;  Mr. 
G.  Norris-Midwood,  Manchester,  oni^,  151b.  On 
March  4,  Mrs.  Clegg,  Oldham,  two,  221b.  and  181b. ; 
Mr.  J.  C.  Pipe,  Ipswich,  one,  191b.  On  March  5, 
Mr.  D.  Moseley,  one.  261b. ;  Mr.  G.  Norris-Midwood, 
one,  191b.;  Mr.  J.  Howarth,  one,  141b.;  Mr.  J.  C. 
Pipe,  one,  21  lb.  On  March  6,  Mr.  Moseley,  one, 
191b.;  Mrs.  Mid  wood,  one,  171b.;  Mr.  G.  Norris- 
Midwood,  two,  21  lb.  and  141b.  On  March  7,  Mr. 
J.  C.  Pipe,  one,  121b. ;  Mr.  J.  D.  Allison,  Paisley, 
two,  171b.  and  191b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Clegg,  one,  191b. ;  Col. 
Paton,  one,  201b.  On  March  10,  Col.  N.  Burnand, 
Coldstream  Guards,  one  18lb. ;  Sir  James  B.  Smith, 
Stirling,  one,  171b. — -H.  J.  Knight. 

Iiyon  (Portingall  Hotel). — On  March  10.  J. 
Ford  (keeper),  fishing  Sir  Donald  Currie's  rod,  had 
a  salmon  of  171b.  Since  the  thaw  set  in  the  river 
rose  very  high,  but  is  now  settling  into  good  ply, 
and  good  sport  is  anticipated. — R.  Stewart. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.). —  Climatic 
conditions  have  very  much  militated  against  suc- 
cessful angling  in  this  quarter  ever  since  the  open- 
ing of  the  season  about  a  month  ago.  Gales,  floods 
and  exceedingly  low  temperature  were  the  rule. 
During  Feb.  the  Syre  Lodge  anglers  fished  Beat 
No.  3  on  four  different  daj^s  and  landed  eight 
salmon.  On  March  2  Mr.  H.  C.  V.  Hunter,  Skelpick 
Lodge,  caught  one  salmon  on  Beat  No.  2.  On  March 
3  Capt.  B.  J.  St.  George,  Skelpick  Lodge,  landed 
one  salmon  on  Beat  No.  2 ;  and  Mr.  H.  C.  V. 
Hunter,  three  salmon  on  No.  3.  On  March  4,  Capt. 
B.  J.  St.  George  had  three  salmon  on  Beat  No.  3. 
On  March  5,  Mr.  Kennedy,  Syre  Lodge,  caught  two 
salmon  on  No.  3  ;  and  Mr.  H.  C.  V.  Hunter,  Skelpick 
Lodge,  one  on  No.  6,  altogether  nineteen  salmon 
since  the  opening  on  Feb.  11.  On  Tuesday  there 
were  signs  of  improvement,  though  a  good  deal  of 
snow  still  lay  on  the  hills. — B. 

Ifortli  of  Scotland. — Dee. — River  in  flood — real 
first  angling  flood  of  season,  and  fish  running  freely. 
Little  or  nothing  beyond  Aboyne,  but  sport  has 
been  fairly  brisk  on  mid-reaches.  Captain  E.  P. 
Brooks,  angling  for  Captain  Quintin  Dick,  on  Wood- 
end  section  last  week,  had  some  ten  fish  of  from 
61b.  to  121b.,  while  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laing,  on  Ineh- 
marlo,  had  fifteen.  On  Tor-na-C'oil  section,  Mr. 
Crocker  had  four  on  March  6  and  7,  and  one  on 
Monday,  ranging  from  61b.  to  111b.  Mr.  Meakin 
had  one  of  6lb.  on  March  4,  but  since  then  no 
angling  done.  On  Park  water,  Mr.  John  Garden, 
Aberdeen,  had  a  fine  fish  of  71b.  on  March  5.  On 
Potarch  fishings,  Messrs.  King  and  Hare  have  only 
creeled  eleven  fish  for  the  season,  but  now  that  the 
fresh  has  come  sport  wUl  be  rife  for  the  next  few 
weeks.  Very  few  fish  on  Kincardine  O'Neil  or 
Aboyne  waters.  Good  prospects,  and  anglers  now 
may  come  north  with  every  confidence.— G.  M. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — In  common  with  the 
rest  of  the  North  Highlands,  this  district  has  been 
visited  by  a  succession  of  storms,  high  winds  and 
snow  alternating  with  deluges  of  rain.  The  river 
has  not  been  much  fished  since  last  reported.  On 
Saturday  last  (March  7)  Sir  Archibald  Orr  Ewing, 
Bart.,  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel,  landed  three  salmon 
which  weighed  191b.,  81b.,  and  71b.  A  gobd  report 
expected  for  this  week. — B. 


South  of  Scotland. — Another  severe  storm  of 
wind  and  rain  has  swept  o\'er  the  south  of  Scotland 
since  last  week,  and  serious  Hooding  occurred  in 
Annandale.  Owing  to  the  higher  hills  of  Dumfries- 
shire and  Galloway  being  coated  with  snow  the 
drenching  rain  of  March  7  and  8  caused  the  river 
Aiuian  to  rise  rapidly,  and  acres  of  land  adjoining 
the  river  in  the  higher  reaches  were  flooded.  March  9 
continued  wild  and  stormy,  and  angling  was  out 
of  the  question.  The  Annan. — On  the  morning  of 
March  10  the  river  was  still  heavy  and  discoloured, 
though  it  permitted  of  ^spinning  in  some  of  the 
stretches.  The  westerly  gale,  however,  had  not 
abated  by  the  night  of  March  10.  Angling  in  a 
semi -private  beat  of  the  Annan  on  "March  5,  Mr. 
James  Loudon  killed  a  salmon  of  161b.  by  spin- 
ning. In  the  lower  waters  on  March  7,  the  same 
angler  landed  a  beautiful  little  clean-run  salmon 
of  7Jlb.  This  was  also  taken  by  a  spinning 
lure — a  blue  and  i  silver  phantom.  Several  kelts 
were  hooked  on  March  5  and  7,  and  carefully  returned 
to  the  river.  On  March  10  there  was  no  fishing  on 
account  of  the  highly  -  discoloured  water.  This 
remark  applies  to  all  the  lower  sections.  In  the 
middle  and  upper  portions  a  number  of  anglers 
were  out  with  spinning  baits,  but  sport  during  this 
date  was  disappointing.  All  the  snow  has  now  been 
washed  ol$  the  hills.  There  was  a  hatch  of  March 
Brown  fly  on  the  water  on  March  5.  Dumfries 
NiTH. — A  few  anglers  have  been  out,  but  sport  has 
been  poor.  The  Mid-Nithsdale  Association  waters 
promise  to  yield  some  better  results,  and  I  hear  the 
association  have  been  placing  some  more  trout  in 
their  waters.  The  Mid-Nithsdale  at  Thornhill  and 
upper  section  and  Sanquhar  are  of  little  good  until 
towards  the  end  of  the  present  month.  The  heavy 
spates  of  March  8  and  9  will  have  carried  most  of 
the  spawned  salmon  to  the  estuary.  It  may  be 
mentioned,  however,  that  a  number  of  salmon  have 
not  yet  deposited  their  spawn.  The  Galloway 
Rivers. — These  rivers  have  been  much  out  of  order 
with  the  heavy  rainfalls.  Since  the  season  opened 
there  has  been  no  sport  to  record  on  any  of  the 
rivers.  Until  finer  weather  prevails  there  will  be 
little  or  no  chance  for  trout  rising.  Up  to  March  8 
the  hills  were  covered  with  a  coating  of  snow,  but  it 
has  now  disappeared  with  the  rain  that  has  fallen. 
The  Ayrshire  Rivers. — These  rivers  have  been 
greatly  disturbed  with  the  heavy  rainfall  of  last 
week-end,  and  the  waters  have  not  been  in  fit  con- 
dition for  angling.  It  is  believed  the  spring  salmon 
season  will  prove  a  good  one,  as  some  fish  have  been 
noticed  rising.  The  Ayr  Town  Council  had  sub- 
mitted to  them  by  their  clerk  at  a  meeting  on 
March  9  a  memorandum  regarding  the  rights  of 
the  burgh  in  the  fishings  in  the  River  Ayr  and 
Doon.'  The  clerk's  advice  was  that  wherever  it  can 
be  established,  that  for  the  last  forty  years  the 
inhabitants  have  been  in  use  to  fish  for  fish 
of  the  salmon  kind  in  the  River  Ayr  with- 
out molestation,  tliey  may  continue  to  do  so ; 
where  such  rights  have  not  been  exercised,  the 
question  of  legality  must  be  determined  by  whether 
any  person  can  produce  a  legal  grant  of  fishings. 
A  number  of  anglers  have  been  out,  but  nothing  of 
any  interest  has  been  reported  from  any  of  the 
different  rivers  in  the  district.  Yellow  trout  are 
not  in  condition  yet  in  any  of  the  streams.  They 
are  said  to  be  more  forward  in  the  lochs,  and  with 
the  improvements  carried  out  on  Loch  Doon  and 
the  increased  protection  given  during  the  autumn 
and  winter  from  poaching,  this  loch  is  expected  to 
give  good  sport  when  the  weather  is  more  favour- 
able. The  Solway. — The  number  of  salmon  cap- 
tured this  week  has  been  smaller.  Grey  salmon 
between  Hlb.  and  251b.  in  weight  have  been  taken, 
and  the  small  spring  fish  are  weighing  from  71b.  to 
101b.   The  weather  is  very  cold. — Heathebbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — On  Speyside  the  weather 
conditions  are  as  unfavourable  as  ever  to  successful 
angling.  Not  only  is  the  weather  cold  and  wintry, 
but  there  is  "  grue "  in  the  water,  the  result  of 
fresh  and  frost  alternating,  so  that  angling  is  of 
little  account.  From  the  Carron  House  water,  Mr. 
Grant,  fisherman,  had  a  salmon  of  6|lb.  ;  from  the 
Wester  Elchies,  Mr.  Elliott,  two,  6^lb.  and  SJlb. ; 
and  from  the  Easter  Elchies,  Colonel  Bythell,  one, 
61b.,  and  three  of  71b.  each.  On  the  Arndilly  two 
salmon  of  6|lb.  were  landed  ;  and  on  the  Aikenway 
House  part  of  the  same  water,  Mr.  J.  Dallen,  fisher- 
man, killed  one  of  6Jlb.  Four  salmon,  averaging 
61b.,  were  landed  from  Lord  Methuen's  Delfur 
water  during  the  week.  A  Ballindalloch  corre- 
spondent writes  that  the  season  up  to  date  has  been 
very  bad,  salmon  being  very  scarce,  and  no  new- 
run  fish  have  been  seen  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Spey — in  fact,  it  has  not  been  so  bad  for  years,  and 
there  is  not  much  prospect  of  a  good  season. — J.  M. 

Tay. — Stormy  weather  was  experienced  through- 
out most  of  last  week.  The  i-iver  has  been  rather 
unsettled,  and  at  times  dirty.  It  came  out  five  feet 
on  Tuesday.  Fish  are  not  taking  freely.  ■  For 
week?  ending  March  9 : — ^Mr.   Graeme  Whitelaw 
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MURTON'S  ^^-^  ^^^"^ 

LAST  WEEK  SALE 

YOU  CAN  STILL   SECURE  BARGAINS   OF  HIGH-GLASS 

Fishing:  Rods  and  Tackle 

BEING  30  TO  50  AND  75  PER  CENT,  BELOW  USUAL  PRICES, 


TROUT  FLY  RODS  in  3  joinfcs, 
greenheart,  balanced  handle,  bronzed 
fittings,  button,  snake  rings,  brazed  and 
tenoned,  in  partition  cover,  9  ft.  and  10  ft., 
5/6  ;  11  ft.,  6/6  ;  12  ft.,  7/6.  Superior, 

2  tops,  double  brazed,  9  ft.,  8/6  ;  10  ft., 
9/6 ;  11  ft.,  10/6 ;  12  ft.,  11/6.  Well 
made  and  a  marvel  for  the  money. 

TROUT  RODS,  Whole  cane  Trout 
Fly  Rods,  3  pieces,  2  tops,  double  brazed, 
cork  grip,  light  weight,  in  partition  bag, 
9,  10,  and  11  ft.,  usual  price  17/G  for 
10/6. 

SPECIAL  GREENHEART  RODS, 

3  pieces,  2  tops,  cork  grips,  bronzed 
fittings,  snake  rings,  in  partition  bag. 
complete,  10,  11,  and  12  ft.,  9/6.  Usual 
price,  15/6. 

VERY  SPECIAL,  HAND-BUILT, 
SALMON  RODS,  with  flexible  double 
cork  grips,  8  joints,  2  tops,  serrated  fer- 
rules, phosphor  bronze  revolving  end 
rings,  bronzed  fittings,  made  from  fine  old 
matured  greenheart,  in  partition  tan 
cover,  13  ft.,  22/6;  14  ft.,  24/6;  15  ft., 
26/6;  16  ft.,  30/-;  17  ft.,  35/-;  18  ft., 
40/-.  These  Rods  are  recognised  by  |ip 
experts  the  best  value  in  the  trade.  ' 


SPECIAL  BARGAINS. 


BUILT  CANE,  our  own  speciality,  well  whipped,  serrated  ferrules,  suction 
joints,  cork  grip,  2  tops,  10  ft.,  22/6 ;  11  ft.,  23/6  ;  12  ft.,  25/-:  well  worth  your 
notice.  All  greenheart,  3  piece,  cork  grip,  balanced  handle,  snake  rings,  button, 
partition  cover,  10ft., 8/6;  llft.,9/6;  12ft.,10/6;  a  wonderful  Rod  for  the  money. 

PIKE  AND  SEA  RODS,  stout  E.I.  cane,  4  joints,  full  length,  16  ft.;  3 
tops,  can  be  altered  to  9  ft.  or  12  ft.,  15/6  for  10/6,  the  same  12  ft.,  1  top,  3  pieces, 
8/6  for  6/-.  Balanced  handle,  greenheart,  universal  bronzed  fittings;  porcelain 
end  ring,  10/6  for  7/6  ;  very  serviceable  Rods. 

BASKETS  AND  CREELS,  best  French.     No.  1,  2/6;   No.  2,  3/-; 

No.  3,  4/-;  No.  4,  4/6;  No.  5,  5/6. 

SHOULDER  STRAPS,  9d.,  1/  ,  1/6,  and 
2/-. 

FISHING  BAGS.— Trout,  in  Mole,  Cambric, 
or  Twill.  Usual  prices,  5/-  to  14/-,  To  clear, 
from  3/-  to  10/-. 

SALIVFOi^  BAGS,  in  stout 
Twill  and  Canvas,  usual  prices, 
10/6  to  20/-.  To  clear  from  8/- 
to  14/-. 

REELS,  superior  bronzed,  revolving  plate  and  check,  2  in., 
3/- ;  2\  in.,  3/6 ;  2J  in.,  4/- ;  3  in.,  4/6 ;  3^  in.,  6/6 ;  4  in.,  7/6, 
32  Brass  Reels,  crank  handles,  in  first-rate  condition,  from  4  in., 
3/- ;  3 J  in.,  2/9 ;  3  in.,  2/6 ;  good  value. 

4-5  BRASS  REELS,  crank  handle,  sound  and  good  value,  4  in.,  3/6: 
3iin.,3/-;  3in.,2/6.  .         .    /  , 


FLY  BOOKS  AND  TACKLE  CASES.  Pigskin 
Fly  Books,  6,  6J,  and  7  in.,  2  felt  leaves,  10  parchment 
leaves,  for  flies  and  casts,  &c.    Usual  price,  8/6  for  5/6. 

About  20  DRY  FLY  CASES,  no  crushing  of  wings, 
from  8/6  for  3/-  ;  slightly  soiled. 

FISHING  JACKETS,  35  in.  long,  24  black  proof,  light 
weight,  durable,  14/6  for  8/6.  Eighteen  best  quality,  loop 
up  to  27  in.  for  deep  wading,  inner  cuffs,  19/6  for  12/6. 

Twenty-two  Cashmeres,  fawn  and  blue,  25/-  for  16/6. 

Fifteen  Fancy  Tweeds,  25/-  for  16/6. 

Twenty-eight  Fancy  Tweeds,  ventilated  across  back,  30/- 
for  18/6. 


5/6; 


OUR  TYNESIDE  BROGUE,  27/6 
for  20/-.  Very  special  value,  as  sketch. 
Canvas  and  chrome  uppers,  solid  leather 
soles,  washered  hobbs,  21/-  for  16/6. 

All  chrome  leather  uppers,  leather  soles, 
washered  hobbs,  20/-  for  15/6. 

Do.         Do.     Shoes,  17/6  for  14/6, 

.  BROGUES,  all  rubber,  12/6;  leather 
soles,  16/6. ' 


SHOES,  all  rubber,  10/6;  leather  soles,  13/6. 

THE     FEATHERWEIGHT  FORK 
NET,  complete,  with  handle,  5/-  for  3/6, 

16  Complete  LANDING  NETS,  with  belt  spring,  small, 
large,  7/6  for  6/6.    Also  11  complete  with  handle,  3/-  for  2/-. 

15  Three-Draw  GAFF  HOOKS  to  clear,  8/6  each. 

OUR  FAMED  FISHING  STOCKINGS,  in  sateen,  fustian,  and  twiU, 
17/6  to  21/-,  during  sale  only,  13/6. 

OUR  FAMED  FISHING  TROUSERS,  usual  price  30/-  and  40/-  for  22/6 

All  goods  new  and  fresh  and  guaranteed  perfect. 
SUPERIOR  WATERPROOF  SILK  LINES. 

21   score  yards  extra  heavy  W.P.  SALMON 

LINES,pure  silk, to  clear, 2/-  per  score  ;  usual  price  3/6 
Trout,  1/6  for  1/1 ;  medium,  2/-  for  1/6  ;  heavy,  2/6 

for  1/9,  per  score,  in  lengths,  20,  30,  40,  and  60 

yards. 

16  WATERPROOF   SILK    LINES,  double 
tapered,  40  yds.,  8/6  for  5/-  each. 

25  pairs  Men's  CAVALRY  BOOTS, superior 
rubber,  smart  narrow  legs  as  hunting  boots,  neat  shaped 
foot,  strap  protection  over  instep  for  spur  strap,  35/-  for 
19/6.  A  great  bargain.   Do  not  miss  this  opportunity. 

RUBBER   KNEE  BOOTS. 

Wellingtons,  usual  price,  21/-  for  15/6. 
Napoleons,  usual  price,  22/6  for  15/6. 
Fishermen's  Long  Thigh  Boots,  usual  price, 

30/-  and  35/-  for  20/-. 
Ladies'  Knee  Fishing  Boots,  all  rubber,  usual 

price,  16/6  for  7/6  and  8/6  ;  with  felt  or 

leather  soles,  6/6  extra. 


GENUINE  REDUCTIONS  ! ! 


SEND  FOR  CATALOGUE!! 


Clieques  £i.ndL  Posta.1  Ovclei^s  xnia.de  pa.ya.ble  to— 

HENRY  i  MURTOR,  northern  JWffs'  Resort.  NEICASTLE-ON-TYNE 
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caught  one  fish  of  181b.  on  March  3,  and  Miss  May 
Montague  one  of  71b.  on  Delvine  water  on  March  7, 
while  Mr.  Stewart  Murray  had  one  fish  of  171b.  on 
March  3.  Mr.  Graeme  Whitelaw's  boatman  had 
one  of  231b.  on  ]\Iarch  5,  and  Miss  Montague  three 
of  261b.,  191b.,  and  141b.  on  Murthly  Castle  water. 
Major  J.  C.  Stringer  landed  one  fish  of  181b.  on 
INIarch  3,  and  another  of  171b.  on  March  4,  on 
Stanley  water,  while  Mr.  J.  A.  Holder  took  one  of 
15lb.  on  March  3,  and  another  of  81b.  on  March  7, 
on  Benchill  water,  and  Mr.  Coats'  boatman  had 
one  of  71b.  on  March  3,  on  Lower  Redgorton  water. 
On  the  upper  reaches,  on  March  6,  Lord  Dunedin's 
keeper  killed  one  of  251b.  on  Stinton  water.  Sir 
Neil  Menzies  killed  one  of  13  Jib.  on  Castle  Menzies 
water,  and  Mr.  A.  Robertson  two  of  191b.  and  141b. 
on  Derculish  water,  while  on  the  River  Tummel 
Mr.  Neil  Macdonald  killed  one  fish  of  161b.  on 
March  5,  and  two  of  23lb.  and  151b.  on  March  6. 
—A.  A. 

Thurso  and  Brora. — On  the  Thurso,  Mr.  Miller, 
one  fish,  191b.,  on  March  3 ;  one,  101b.,  on  Beat  7, 
on  March  6;  and  one,  181b.,  on  March  6.  Mr. 
Finlayson,  one,  121b.,  on  March  3,  and  one,  81b.,  on 
Beat  6,  on  March  6.  Mr.  John  Black,  one,  171b., 
on  Braal  Beat,  on  March  4.  Sheriff  Dudley  Stuart, 
one  71b.,  on  Beat  6,  on  March  5.  •  On  the  Brora, 
Mr.  McCorquodale  and  Mr.  Crossfield  had  four  fish 
on  March  2  and  one  on  March  6.  Major  Burnell 
Milnes  and  Mr.  Simpson  had  two  fish  on  March  2 
and  one  on  March  5,  averaging  7ilb.  The  Brora 
has  been  in  splendid  fishing  order,  but  very  poor 
sport  has  been  got,  and  at  present  each  rod  is  about 
forty  fish  behind  the  total  for  last  year  at  the  same 
time.  On  some  days  not  even  a  kelt  was  seen. 
There  were  very  early  runs  of  fish  in  the  Brora,  and 
perhaps  most  of  the  salmon  are  now  in  the  loch. 
However,  the  truth  of  that  will  be  seen  next  week, 
when  the  loch  is  netted.  The  tidal  part  of  the  river 
is  not  netted  till  May  1,  and  in  return  the  Duke  of 
Sutherland  nets  Loch  Brora  a  few  times.  This  is  a 
good  arrangement  for  all  concerned,  as  the  sportsmen 
get  the  first  chance  of  the  fresh-run  fish,  and  the 
duke  gets  big  kills  at  less  working  expenses. — 
Ultima  Thule. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
Since  my  last  notes  we  have  been  visited  w  ith  one 
of  our  autumnal  fioods,  which  reached  the  height  of 
fully  ten  feet.  This  happened  on  Monday  morning 
last,  and  since  then  both  Tweed  and  Teviot  have 
been  more  or  less  in  flood,  varying  from  three  and  a 
half  to  five  feet.  To-day  (March  11)  the  gauge  at 
Kelso  Bridge  registers  three  and  a  half  feet  ^bove 
the  normal  level.  That  these  floods  must  now  have 
cleared  away  all  the  diseased  salmon  and  whatever 
rubbish  was  in  them  goes  without  saying.  Now 
that  they  are  on  the  downward  move,  a  plentiful 
supply  of  clean-run  salmon  are  to  be  expected  in 
both  rivers.  The  following  are  the  takes  that  have 
come  under  my  notice  before  the  floods  came  out : — 
At  Cornhill,  on  Feb.  20,  Mr.  Rudgard  killed  a  fine 
salmon  of  181b.,  while  he  had  also  one  of  91b.  on 
Feb.  21  ;  at  Twizel,  on  Feb.  18,  Mr.  Copperthwaite 
had  a  14lb.  salmon  ;  on  the  Lees  water,  Mr.  William 
Tait,  on  Feb.  18,  captured  a  salmon  of  141b.,  and 
and  Feb.  25  Mr.  Prenderguest  killed  a  fish  of  91b. 
Trout  angling  is  now  in  full  swing,  and  many  fair 
baskets  are  being  got  with  worm  and  minnow.  The 
fish  are  of  very  fine  quality  for  the  time  of  year. 
Of  course,  there  will  be  no  fly-fishing  for  some  time 
to  come  yet,  but  as  there  seems  to  be  plenty  of  fish 
in  the  main  rivers  and  in  the  tributaries,  excellent 
sport  is  anticipated  once  the  rivers  fine  down  some- 
what. On  the  Eden,  three  miles  from  Kelso,  on 
March  7,  Mr.  Frank  Crozier,  Kelso,  had  a  nice 
dozen,  which  weighed  between  61b.  and  71b.,  also  a 
sea-trout  of  3lb. ;  Mr.  J.  Wright,  Kelso,  had  a 
basket  of  31b.  on  the  same  stream,  and  a  brace  of 
sea-trout  of  about  21b.  each.  Several  other  baskets 
have  also  been  got,  the  average  weight  of  which 
would  run  from  31b.  to  41b.  each.  Salmon  fishing 
in  the  meantime  is,  of  course,  a  blank. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bandon  River  (co.  Cork).— Sport  poor,  and 
weather  unfavourable.  Mr.  J.  Allman,  two  salmon, 
81b  and  101b.;  Mr.  B.  Blake,  one,  lUb.  ;  Mr.  W. 
Duke,  one,  9 Jib.;  Mr.  Thomas  Tanner,  one,  11  Jib. ; 
Mr'  N.  Good,  one,  6Jlb.  ;  Mr.  W.  Bevan,  one,  8Jlb.  ; 
Mr!  F.  C.  Stennon,  one,  GJlb. — ^W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Belfast  and  District.— The  rivers  being  very 
high  and  dirty  owing  to  the  excessive  rains  of  the 
past  week  ;  more  attention  was  paid  to  the  reservoirs 
of  the  Water  Commissioners,  but  with  indifferent 
results.  Eleven  city  anglers  visited  Lough  Mourne 
on  March  7,  fished  all  day,  and  the  total  catch  was 
a  brace  of  rainbows  of  IJlb.  each.  A  meeting  of 
the  rod  holders  of  the  Antrim  Road  Basm  will  be 
held  next  week  to  decide  on  the  season's  programme. 
—J.  A.  B. 

Black-water  River  (co.  Cork).— Water  very  high 
and  unsettled.    On  the  Ballyduff  water,  Mr.  G. 


Young,  one,  201b. ;  Mr.  C.  Burton,  one,  6Jlb.  ;  Mr. 
G.  W.  Goodeve,  two.  9lb.  each;  Mr.  J.  Sullivan, 
one,  141b.  On  Mocollop  water,  Mr.  J.  W.  Logan, 
three  ;  Mr.  Healey  Foster,  one,  lOlb.  At  Gland  alane, 
Mr.  J.  de  Vere  Bowles,  R.F.A.,  one,  261b.  ;  Mr.  J. 
Hallanan,  one,  21  lb. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Boyne  (Navan). — The  heavy  rains  of  March  5 
and  6  put  the  river  in  heavy  flood,  and  it  was 
barely  fishable  by  March  10.  During  the  week 
ending  the  evening  of  March  10,  I  can  only  hear  of 
the  following  fish  being  landed : — On  Upper  Black- 
castle,  four,  by  Sir  Francis  Ley,  29Jlb.,  241b..  19 Jib., 
and  181b.,  and  two  by  his  fisherman,  19 Jib.  and 
191b.  On  Lower  Blackcastle,  two,  by  Mr.  Boylan, 
19 Jib.  and  161b.  On  the  Blackwater  Mills  Fishery, 
two,  by  Captain  Watkin,  201b.  and  181b. — Boyne 
Rangee. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal). — ^Very  stormy  and 
cold  weather  here  since  last  report,  and  two  fresh- 
run  salmon  have  only  been  landed.  The  river  has 
been  in  such  high  flood  all  the  time  that  the  fresh- 
run  salmon  are  passing  quickly  through  the  river  to 
Lough  Melvin  without  showing  much ;  the  two 
salmon  landed  weighed  81b.  [and  131b. — M.  Rogan 
and  Sons. 

Brne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — Angling 
opened  on  the  Erne  on  March  1,  and  the  river  was 
in  fine  fishing  order.  A  number  of  beautiful  trout 
were  taken  between  Belleek  and  Ballyshannon, 
while  Captain  D.  Auchenleck  and  friend  and  Lieut. 
Crawford  enjoyed  some  nice  sport. — M.  Rogan  and 
Sons. 

Eillarney. — There  is  now  an  improvement  in 
the  weather,  but  the  conditions  are  still  against  the 
chances  of  good  sport  being  obtained. — T.  J.  D. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork). — The  weather  continues 
very  unfavourable,  and  water  high  and  unsettled, 
with  fierce  gales  of  wind.  A  large  number  of  sahnon 
have  been  passing  to  the  upper  waters.  On  the 
Fargus  water,  Lieut. -Col.  Wilson,  Durham  Light 
Infantry,  on  March  8,  two  salmon,  201b.  and  101b. ; 
on  the  same  day,  Mr.  S.  Haynes,  two,  201b.  and  71b.  ; 
on  March  5,  Major  Ward,  R.F.A.,  one,  91b.  At 
Carri?adrohid,  Mr.  R.  Nettles,  two,  8lb.  and  101b.  ; 
Mr.  F.  St.  Leger  Carter,  two,  13 Jib.  and  16 Jib.  On 
Warrenscourt  water,  Mr.  J.  Kelleher,  three,  81b., 
91b.,  and  101b.  On  William's  Hotel  water,  Mr.  J. 
Clarke,  one,  11  Jib.  On  Upper  Carbery  water,  Mr.  J. 
O'Brien,  one,  91b. ;  Mr.  J.  Sullivan,  one.  81b.  On 
Oak  Grove,  Mr.  Somers  jPayne,  one,  111b.  At 
Inniscarra,  Major  Hamilton,  five,  6Jlb.,  101b.,  141b., 
181b.,  and  191b.  On  the  Powdermills,  Mr.  J.  Pike, 
one,  14Jlb.  At  Carrigrohane  Fishery,  Mr.  F.  H. 
Bass,  two,  6 Jib.  and  161b.  ;  Mr.  R.  H.  Buckworth, 
two,  61b.  and  8Jlb.  At  the  Waterworks,  Mr.  R. 
Murphy,  two,  91b.  and  lOJlb. — ^W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Lough  Currane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). 
— The  weather  has  been  generally  stormy,  and  but 
little  angling  done.  On  March  3,  Jim  Sullivan,  one 
salmon,  9Jlb.  On  March  5,  Ned  Dennehy,  one, 
9 Jib.,  and  Jim  Sullivan,  one,  8 Jib.  On  March  7, 
Ned  Dennehy,  one,  9Jlb.  On  March  8,  Jim  Sullivan, 
one,  9Jlb.— T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Melvin. — Angling  opened  on  the  lake  on 
March  1,  but  only  a  couple  of  anglers  were  out. 
One  spring  salmon  was  hooked  and  lost,  and  a 
number  of  trout  landed. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Maine  (co.  Antrim). — A  succession  of  spates 
have  kept  the  Maine  out  of  order  since  the  season 
opened.  The  past  salmon  spawning  period  was  a 
most  successful  one  on  this  river. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Fishing  for  the  past 
few  days  was  poor  owing  to  heavy  rains  and  the 
river  in  flood,  and  still  rising.  Only  a  few  sea-trout 
were  taken  by  the  rods.  Lough  Conn  is  very  high, 
but  a  few  pike  were  taken.  If  the  weather  improves, 
some  good  fishing  is  expected,  as  a  good  number  of 
fish  have  gone  up. — John  Devees. 

Moy  (Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen,  Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — During  the  past  week  the  river  was  out  of 
order  owing  to  the  heavy  snow  showers.  On  the 
Bunree  river  some  nice  takes  of  sea-trout  were 
recorded.  The  take  of  salmon  at  the  weirs  con- 
tinues very  good.  The  loughs  are  a  bit  high  at 
present.  Mild  weather  is  all  that  is  required  for 
good  sport. — Jim  Heaens  and  Son. 

Shannon  (Athlone).— The  weather  for  the  past 
week  was  altogether  against  the  angler — nothing 
but  storms  and  rain.  The  Shannon  is  rising  at  an 
alarming  pace.  There  were  a  few  salmon  killed  by 
Captain  Ramsden,  R.F.A.,  on  natural  bait,  trolling. 
Fishing  would  be  good  now  in  those  parts  if  only 
the  weather  would  moderate.  Trout  fishing  on 
Lough  Ree  is  knocked  on  the  head  owing  to  the 
weather.  Boats  could  not  live  on  the  lake.  There 
were  some  nice  takes  of  trout  on  the  occasional  days 
they  could  fish.— Feank  Beowne. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — Another  week  of 
stormy  weather,  with  occasional  showers  of  rain 
and  hail.  Water  in  good  order,  but  the  wind  made 
fishing  very  difficult.     On  Doonass,  Mr.  G.  C. 


Williams  killed  three  salmon  of  33Jlb.,  32Jlb.,  and 
lOJlb.  On  Newgarden,  Mr.  F  Milburn,  one,  20Jlb. 
On  Woodlands,  Capt.  E.  B.  Place,  one,  22Jlb.— 
John  Eneig'ht  and  Son. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Plymouth. — Sea  fishing  has  been  rather  slack 
this  week  except  with  the  regular  professionals,  and 
they  have  not  had  a  very  good  time  on  account  of 
the  weather,  it  has  been  very  tricky  for  getting  out 
on  the  grounds,  and  been  blowing  very  hard  at 
times,  which  is  not  pleasing  when  you  are  some 
miles  off  the  land  in  an  open  boat.  Most  of  our 
whiting  boats  are  open,  with  just  a  small  cuddy 
"forrard"  for  shelter.  All  fish  have  been  scarce, 
even  the  steam  trawlers  have  had  poor  luck,  and 
next  to  nothing  being  done  by  the  pier  fishermen. 
We  are  hoping  for  some  settled  weather  soon. — 
William  Heaeder  (B.S.A.S.). 


<|l5sociaiiott!5,  cfc. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post, 

Anglees'  Association. 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  at  the 
Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden-lane,  Barbican,  E.C., 
on  Monday  next,  *  March  16,  at  8  p.m.,  when  .in 
addition  to  the  ordinary  business  nominations  for 
the  officers  and  the  committees  for  the  ensuing 
season  will  be  received,  only  the  names  of  members 
so  nominated  will  be  submitted  at  the  annual 
general  meeting  on  April  20,  when  the  elections 
take  place.  Ail  donations  for  the  netting  fund 
and  preservation  societies  should  be  forwarded 
to  me  on  or  before  Wednesday,  March  25,  as 
the  financial  year  closed  on  that  date.  Will  all 
members  please  do  their  utmost  to  attend  the  A.B.S. 
competition  at  Rye  House,  on  March  22,  and  do  not 
forget  to  let  Mr.  Barber  or  me  have  early  notice  of 
any  prize  they  wish  to  give,  so  that  I  may  include 
it  in  the  programme. — R.  G.  Woodeuff. 

Blenheim  Angung  Society. 

Mr.  Dalmer  presided  at  the  committee  meeting  on 
March  5,  and  in  his  usual  able  manner  quickly 
disposed  of  the  business  in  hand.  The  club  outing 
on  Sunday  last  was  not  brought  to  a  conclusion,  and 
will  be  continued  on  Sunday  next  in  the  Harefleld 
section,  starting  from  the  Fisheries  Hotel  at  10.45. 
Mr.  Wood-Barrett  had  two  nice  chub  of  31b.  each  ; 
Mr.'T.  Wilson,  roach;  Mr.  J.  Wilkinson  and  H. 
Wilkins,  roach;  Messrs.  Yarham,  Bloom,  and  Sage, 
pike,  all  from  the  society's  water. — H.  W.  S. 

Gebsham  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  F.  Ley  was  the  chairman  at  the  usual  weekly 
meeting  on  Tuesday  last.  Dinner  arrangements 
were  discussed,  and  matters  in  connection  there- 
with will  be  settled  on  Tuesday  next.  Mr.  H. 
Sheringham,  angling  editor  of  the  Field,  has  kindly 
consented  to  preside,  and  there  is  every  reason  to 
think  that  the  function  will  be  a  most  enjoy- 
able one.  The  date  has  been  fixed  for  April  7. 
Several  members  have  been  out,  Mr.  Gill  on  the 
Thames,  which  he  found  in  flood,  so  that  fishing 
was  almost  impossible ;  Mr.  Blagrave  had  some 
nice  roach  from  Rickmansworth,  Mr.  ,F.  A.  Gray  a 
few  from  Kelvedon,  and  Mr.  Farmiloe  jack  from  the 
Ouse,  but  beyond  these  reports  nothing  further 
appears  to  have  been  done.  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  will 
demonstrate  on  the  making  of  groflhd  baits  and 
pastes  on  Tuesday,  March  24,  when  members  of 
other  angling  societies  and  friends  will  be  cordially 
welcomed.  Members  are  urged  to  keep  April  7  free. 
— Hon.  Sec. 

HiGHBUEY  Angling  Society. 

The  meeting  on  March  1 1  was  presided  over  by 
Mr.  Arthur  Piercy.  The  annual  dinner  will  take 
place  at  our  headquarters,  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel, 
Bedford-square,  W.C.on  April  29,  and  our  worthy 
president,  Wm.  Senior,  Esq,,  has  kindly  consented 
to  take  the  chair.  The  secretary  will  be  pleased  to 
hear  from  members  requiring  tickets  for  friends  as 
soon  as  possible.  The  boisterous  weather  has  again 
been  responsible  for  poor  sport,  and  unless  the 
wind  abates  members  are  afraid  they  will  have  a 
bad  finish  to  a  very  successf  ul  season.  Mr.  F.  W. 
Harding  has  recorded  some  nice  grayling,  best  fish 
1  lb.  4oz.  The  new  tickets  for  Willey  Mill  will  be 
issued  next  week. — Hon.  Sec. 

LivEEPOOL  Sea-fishing  Society. 

This  society  was  founded  in  July  last  for  the 
purpose  of  encouraging  sea-fishing  around  Liver- 
pool. Commencing  with  a  very  small  membership, 
it  has  now  developed  into  a  club  of  fifty  members, 
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BEWARE 


of  People  assuming^  and  trading:  in  tlie  name 
of  Ogrden.  AYOIU  disappointment  by 
dealing:  at   the  old-established  shop. 


JAMES  OGDEN 


Durham  Ranckk 


PRACTICAL  ANGLER,  AND  MANUFACTURER  OF 
EVERY  DESCRIPTION  OF  FISHING  TACKLE. 


Maker  of  High^c/ass  Sainton,  Grilse,  and  Trout  Rods, 


■4ocx  Scots 


The  Best  and  most  Artistic  Fly  Dressers  l^nown  are  in  the  employ  of  JAMES  OQDEN. 

Jas.  Ogden's  "Multum  in  Parvo"  Fly  Rod,  21/- 

A  BETTER  FLY  ROD  IS  BEYOND  THE  ART  OF  ROD  MAKING.   SENT  ON  APPROVAL  FOR  INSPECTION. 

IMPORTANT  CAUTION. 

TJie  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  Fishing  Tackle  Business 

  Telephone  27YS.  Cheltenham,  Telegrams:  "James  Ogden.- 


Anderson  s  Bristol  Rubber  Co.,  L 

NO    CONNECTION    WITH    ANY    OTHER    FIRM    OF    A    SIMILAR  NAME. 

1908  FISHING  WADERS 


JQ      THE  OLD  BUSINESS 


-ESTABLISHED  1850- 
OVER  HALF  A  CENTURY 


&c. 


OUR  1908  WATERPROOF  FISHING  STOCKINGS  &  TROUSERS. 

Improved  Shape.  Carefully  made  by  the  most  experienced  workers,  the  feet  made  on  our  special  Xew 
Lasts,  which  ensure  ease  and  comfort.  -  Every  pair  thoroughly  tested  before  leaving  our  Factory. 

Stockings.  Trocsers. 


No.  1. 
No.  9. 
No.  3. 
No.  5. 
No.  7. 


Angola,  The  Best.    Eecommended  for  constant  work'        ..       ..       ..  32/6 

Tan  Stout  Twill  to  Twill,  extra  thick  proof,  for  hard  and  rough  wear     ..  27/6 

Tan  Stout  Twill,  sound  and  reliable,  for  medium  work       . .        . .        . .  21/- 

Drab  Twill,  specially  good  value  at  the  price  ..        ..        ..        ..        ..  15 '6 

The  "  Featherweight,"  Malcom  &  Co.'s  Celebrated,  for  light  Summer  wear  21/- 


1908  FISHING  BROGUES. 

No.  2.  The  "SPEYSIDE"  BROGUES,  made  of  superior 
canvas  and  best  quality  leather,  with  sand-proo£  tongues  and 
patent  Metal  Fastenings,  unaffected  by  the  water,  superior 
quality  throughout,  the  most  practical  Brogue  made — recom- 
mended for  hard,  constant  wear.  Price  30/-  per  pair.  Size 
IS's,  32/6. 

No.  3.  The  "ESKDALE"  BROGUES,  a  somewhat  lighter 
but  thoroughly  reliable  brogue  intended  for  medium  work,  with 
sand-proof  tongues  and  good  leather  strapping.  Price  25/6 
per  pair.    Size  13's,  27/6. 

No.  5.  The  "SUREFOOT"  BROGUES,  a  Shoe  Brogue, 
made  of  super  canvas  and  best  quality  leather,  with  thick  Felt 
Soles  and  Hobbed  Leather  Heels,  which  give  a  sure  footing 
on  slippery  rocks,  &c.   Price  24-/6  per  pair.    Size  13's,  27/-. 

No.  6.  The  "SCOT"  BROGUES,  a  Shoe  Brogue,  made  of 
India  Rubber,  for  medium  work.    Price  12/6  per  pair. 

No.  7.  The  "FEATHERWEIGHT"  BROGUES,  a  very 
light  India  Rubber  Shoe  Brogue,  with  our  Registered  Non-Slip 
Soles  for  use  with  the  "Featherweight"  Waders  for  light 
summer  work.   Price  13/6  per  pair. 


50/- 
45- 
35  - 

25/- 
37/6 


1908    FiSHING  SOCKS, 

For  wearing  over  Waders  to  protect  them  from  sand  and  ^rit 
Best  quality,  natural  colour-,  improved  make  ...   3,6  per  pair. 
Heather  Shades,  ordinary  make    2/6 

19Q8  FISHING  WATERPROOFS. 

JACKETS,  21/.,  22/6.    Double  Texture. 
25  -,  27  6.  ' 

The  "  INVERCAULD,"  with  Cape  VentUation,  49/6.  Lon<' 
Coat,  63/- 

The  "KILLIN"  COAT.    A  flue  garment  for  Scotch  Loch 
Fishmg,  (tc,  75/- 

The  "PONCHO"  COAT,  to  slip  on  over  the  head.  Excellent 

for  boat  work.  23  9  and  31  '6. 
BOAT  FISHING  OVERALL  TROUSERS,  24  6  per  pair 
BOAT  FiSHING  OVERALL  SKIRTS,  21  -  ami  23/6  each 
"ANYWEATHER"  HATS,  well  ventilated,  6  6  each 
LADIES'     FISHING     COSTUMES.      Jackets.   31  6  • 

Skirts,  21,-  '  ' 


15,  QUEEN   STREET,   CHEAPSIDE,  E.G. 
3,  GREEN  STREET,  LEIGESTER  SQUARE,  W.G. 


BRISTOL 

9,  10,  13,   HIGH  STREET. 


Faotory-ROPEWALK  RUBBER  WORKS,  ST.  PAUL'S,  BRISTOL. 


ORDER^DIRECT^ROM  ANY  OF  ABOVE,  or,  il  preferred,  through  your  Tailor,  Outtitter,  Bootmaker,  or  Fishing  Tackle  Dealer.     ALL  WHOLESALE  AND  EXPORT  ORDERS  DIRECT  TO  BRISTOL. 
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and  there  is  every  indication  tliat  its  membership 
will  be  more  than  doubled.  The  headquarters  are 
109,  St  Jam^s'-street,  and  meetings  are  held  weekly 
on  Monday  evenings  at  8.30.  Mr.  Harry  Grigg  is 
the  chairman.  On  March  4  members  and  friends 
to  the  extent  of  over  a  himdred  were  present  at  the 
first  smoking  concert,  which  was  held  at  the  St. 
George's  Restaurant,  Redcross-street,  under  the 
management  of  Mr.  W.  R.  Williams  and  Mr.  Harry 
Gibson. — Hon.  Sec. 

Wensleydale  Angling  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  above  association  was 
held  in  the  Temperance  Hall,  Askrigg,  on  March  4, 
Mr.  J.  J.  G.  Lodge  in  the  chair.  The  accounts 
showed  a  comfortable  balance  in  the  association's 
favour.  The  season  of  1907  has  been  a  very  successful 
one  from  the  point  of  view  of  number  of  tish  caught. 
The  association  decided  to  spend  a  sum  of  not  more 
than  £25  in  restocking  with  yearling  trout ;  also  to 
pile  certain  parts  of  its  waters,  and  to  take  steps  to 
obtain,  if  possible,  other  stretches  of  water  adjoin- 
ing. Mr.  T.  R.  Lodg3,  the  president,  was  thanked 
for  his  gift  of  a  boat  for  the  association's  use.  The 
secretary  reported  very  friendly  relations  with  the 
farmers  and  riparian  owners,  and  expressed  his 
opinion  that  no  poaching  was  being  practised  at 
present. — Hon.  Sec. 


THE  FEEDING  OF  BEEEDING  FISH. 


Bkitish  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 

The  consideration  given  last  year  to  the  intro- 
duction of  the  American  striped  bass  into  British 
waters  incidentally  raised  the  question  of  whether 
when  they  go  into  fresh  water  to  spawn  they  con- 
tinue to  feed,  as  it  was  felt  that  the  introduction  of 
so  voracious  a  fish  might  make  itself  felt  in  the 
destruction  of  our  SalmonidcB.  It  was  strongly  con- 
tended that  they  did  not,  and  the  very  salmon 
himself  was  quoted  in  argument,  it  being  assumed 
that  during  his  spawning  period  in  fresh  water  he 
never  eats  anything. 

But  conclusive  evidence  was  not  forthcoming,  so 
Mr.  Alfred  Powell  kindly  consented  to  open  a  dis- 
cussion later  on  of  the  question,  "  Do  salmon  feed  in 
freshwater?"  and  a  very  carefully  prepared  and 
nicely  presented  opening  it  was,  and,  with  Mr.  F.  D. 
Holcorabe  in  the  chair,  well  received  and  discussed 
by  the  members  on  March  4  He  described  it 
as  being  one  of  the  oldest  of  fish  questions,  and 
elected  to  deal  with  the  question  on  broad  grounds, 
and  not  on  a  scientific  basis  merely.  One  side  says, 
of  course  they  feed,  or  how  do  we  catch  them  ;  they 
take  both  fly  and  gudgeon.  No,  they  do  not  feed, 
says  the  other  side ;  they  merely  chase  the  bait 
from  curiosity,  or  because  its  movements  annoy 
them  :  and  what  they  do  seize  they  rapidly  d  sgorge. 
Even  if  they  swallowed,  the  stomach  in  the  breeding 
season  is  in  a  condition  that  renders  the  assimilation 
of  the  food  impossible,  and  that  is  really  what  is 
meant  by  leeding.  The  reply  is,  they  must  feed  ; 
they  spend  months  in  fresh  water,  and  perform 
most  exhausting  functions,  the  male  salmon  having 
to  be  constantly  fit  to  fight  his  brother  male  and  at 
the  same  time  lertihse  the  ova  of  the  female.  How 
can  he  do  this  without  feeding  ?  The  opener  divided 
the  subject  into  the  foUowmg  questions  : — 

(1)  Can  they  feed  in  fresh  water  ? 

(2)  Whydo  they  take  bait  ? 

(3)  When  taken,  do  theydisgorge  it  ? 

(4)  Is  their  digestion  so  rapid  in  action  as  to 
practically  operate  ins'antaneously  ? 

(5)  Does  their  passage  through  the  brackish 
waters  of  the  estuaries  into  fresh  water  so  dis- 
organise their  digestive  organs  that  it  is  impossible 
for  them  to  feed  '! 

Here,  said  the  opener,  we  want  facts,  and  his  search 
for  evidence  had  been  poorly  rewarded.  In  all  the 
text  books,  in  contributions  to  magazines,  and 
correspondence  in  the  papers — opinions,  opinions 
everywhere,  but  a  sad  paucity  of  verified  evidence. 
Among  the  reports  of  the  Scottish  Fishery  Board 
in  1898  there  is  one  on  the  life  habit  of 'the  salmon 
— but  even  here  the  observed  facts  are  few,  theory 
ia  plenty  ;  when  young  the  alimentary  habit  of  the 
salmon  is  described  as  being  the  same  as  that  of  the 
troat.  In  tho  sea  most  voracious  ;  but  on  entering 
estuary  fre-h  waters  the  intestines  alter,  the 
stomach  is  attacked  and  rendered  useless,  this 
change  being  described  as  desquamatory  catarrh. 
Well,  if  this  be  true,  they  can't,  and  therefore  don't, 
feed.  But  there  is  evidence  that  the  Rhine  salmon 
lias  not  infrequently  been  found  with  food  in  its 
inside  when  taken,  and  the  1896  Scotch  fishery 
reports  make  the  same  statement  as  regards  fish 
netted  at  Berwick-upon-Tweed  in,  presumably, 
fresh  water. 

Mr.  Marston  in  the  pages  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 


had  made  the  statement  that  out  of  98,000  salmon 
opened  and  canned  in  British  Columbia  none  had 
food  in  their  stomach.  Francis  Francis  relates 
seeing  salmon  driving  fish  just  like  a  pike  drives 
them,  and  started  the  theory  that  they  disgorge 
instantly  when  caught — hence  nothing  was  found 
in  the  stomach.  Day  says  salmon  are  sickly  after 
spawning ;  when  mending,  live  on  small  salmon 
and  trout.  J.  Kingston  Barton  says  it  is  impossible 
for  them  to  feed,  but  admits  that  the  gastric  juice 
of  the  salmon  has  very  instant  action. 

Then  why  do  salmon  take  a  bait  ?  Sir  Herbert 
Maxwell  attributes  it  to  curiosity  only — quoting  a 
case  where  the  fish  at  Inver  were  refusing  flies,  but 
went  for  a  white  butterfly  that  came  sailing  down. 
Personally,  Mr.  Powell  was  of  opinion  that  the 
salmon  would  not  take  it  if  ihe  didn't  want  to  eat 
it.  As  to  disgorging,  he  could  find  no  evidence  at 
all — even  if  possible  from  the  stomach,  it  was  im- 
possible from  the  intestines,  and  there,  in  the  vast 
majority  of  cases,  no  food  was  ever  found.  The 
theory  of  instantaneous  digestion  he  dismissed  as 
untenable,  notwithstanding  the  enormous  digestive 
power  possessed  by  the  salmon.  There  was  evi- 
dence beyond  doubt  that  the  digestive  organs 
did  become  inactive  while  breeding  in  the  fresh 
water. 

Mr.  Oakeshott  said  he  had  known  a  trout  caught 
in  fresh  water  with  two  small  voles  in  its  stomach, 
and  favoured  the  view  of  rapid  digestion,  illus- 
trating it  from  his  experience  of  'a  conger,  to 
which  mu=8els  in  the  shell  and  pieces  of  stick 
were  given  after  capture.  When  landed  and 
opened  these  were  completely  digested,  only  small 
ribs  of  the  shells  being  left.  His  gastric  juice  must 
have  been  patent.  Why  should  not  the  salmon's  be 
as  good  ?  He  thought  the  action  of  the  gastric 
juices  in  fish  should  be  carefully  and  scientifically 
observed  before  dogmatising  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  Minchin  pointed  out  that  Mr.  Powell  had  not 
drawn  attention  to  the  existence  of  the  lake, 
land-locked  salmon  in  America,  who  never  saw 
salt  water,  and  therefore  must  eat  in  fresh 
water.  The  Rhine  salmon,  again :  there  was  no 
proof  that  the  fish  instanced  were  not  of  the  lake 
variety,  and  had  ever  been  down  to  the  sea. 
When  the  ova  is  in  an  advanced  stage  the  salmon 
cannot  feed,  they  have  no  room  to  contain  food 
or  stQmach  to  feed  with — merely  taking  food  in 
the  mouth  is  not  feeding,  it  must  pass  the  oeso- 
phagus, at  least.  No,  the  salmon  stores  up  an 
immense  amount  of  adipose  tissue  when  in  the  sea, 
and  that  has  to  last  him  through  his  fresh-water 
period — he  has  quite  enough  call  on  his  stamina 
to  breed  successfully,  without  bothering  about 
eating  and  digesting  food.  Mackerel  don't  feed  in 
the  sea  while  breeding,  pollack  the  same  ;  and  the 
eel,  as  they  heard  the  other  evening,  goes  down  to 
the  deep  waters  of  the  sea  to  breed,  eats  nothing, 
and  dies,  and  never  comes  back  to  his  native  fresh 
water. 

Mr.  Nickels  thought  they  might  live  upon  the 
gases  and  infusoria  contained  in  the  water.  Mr. 
Waller  bore  personal  testimony  of  having  taken 
salmon  in  the  Tweed  up  to  381b.,  and  in  no  case 
was  there  any  trace  of  food.  The  opener  and  the 
chairman  were  thanked. 

On  Wednesday,  Feb.  18.  Mr.  Hubert  Bass  will 
read  a  paper  on  "The  Sea."  H.  P. 


MIDLAND  RAILWAY  INSTITUTE 
FISHING  CLUB,  DERBY. 


Mr.  J.  Elliott,  Superintendent  of  the  Line,  took 
the  chair  at  the  fifth  annual  supper  and  social 
gathering  of  the  club  members  and  supporters  at 
the  Midland  Railway  Institute,  Derby,  on  Friday 
evening,  Feb.  28.  The  members  of  the  club  consist 
entirely  of  the  Midland  Railway  Company's  em- 
ployis,  chiefly  of  the  artisan  class,  connected  with 
the  very  extensive  workshops  located  at  Derby. 
The  splendid  dining  hall  of  the  institute  was  filled 
to  its  utmost  capacity.  After  a  substantial  meal, 
well  served  by  the  manageress,  Miss  Land,  a 
smoking  concert  followed,  and  the  following  artistes 
were  very  much  appreciated :  Messrs.  J.  Goddard, 
C.  Zambra,  E.  Gilliver,  J.  H.  Hunt,  J.  Sweeney, 
vocalists;  and  Messrs.  Ashby,  Walton,  and  Taylor, 
instrumentalists.  The  programme  was  of  an  all- 
round  excellence,  and  it  would  be  invidious  to  make 
any  distinction.  The  chairman,  in  proposing  the 
prosperity  of  the  club,  referred  to  its  long  continued 
career  of  success,  and  said  the  present  gathering 
was  evidence  of  the  interest  taken  in  the  club. 
Mr.  C  H.  Bannister,  hon.  sec,  in  responding,  was 
pleased  to  armounce  that  the  membership  had 
again  increased,  and  that  the  club  was  still  in  a 
thoroughly  sound  financial  condition.  He  stated 
that  a  new  section  had  been  introduced  to  encour- 


age boys  and  youths  in  the  company's  service,  or 
connected  therewith  through  their  parents,  to  be- 
come members  at  a  low  fee,  in  order  "  to  teach  the 
young  idea  how  to  fish."  He  mentioned  that  this 
year's  grant  of  trout  would  be  put  in  the  River 
Trent,  and  again  expressed  a  hope  that  before  long 
the  club  would  be  able  to  acquire  some  trout  water. 
Mr.  F.  Smith,  assistant  sec,  also  responded. — 
C.  H.  B. 


THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

The  Thames  Conservancy  kindly  gave  their 
permission  for  the  society  to  net  and  transfer 
to  the  upper  reaches  some  of  the  dace,  which  at 
this  season  of  the  year  head  up  to  Teddington  Weir 
from  the  tidal  waters  for  the  purpose  of  spawning 
in  the  higher  reaches,  but  as  a  rule,  unless  the  water 
is  very  high,  they  are  unable  to  negotiate  the  Weir 
at  Teddington. 

Mr.  A.  Hancock  (hon.  official  netsman  of  the 
T.A.P.S.),  assisted  by  the  river  keepers  of  the 
society  and  a  few  volunteers,  on  Friday  morning 
last,  March  6,  met  at  Teddington  Lock  at  4  a.m., 
and  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  D^laney,  the  Con- 
servancy District  Inspector,  netting  operations 
commenced. 

The  sudden  change  of  weather,  it  was  found,  had 
caused  the  dace  to  drop  back  from  the  weir,  and 
therefore  the  result  was  not  so  great  as  anticipated. 
Hoveever,  3000  splendid  dace  were  taken,  and  trans- 
ferred without  loss  to  Penton  Hook  reach,  per 
flooded  tug  and  barge  kindly  provided  by  the 
Thames  Conservancy.  This  is  the  first  time  that 
the  T.A.P.S.  have  netted  and  transferred  dace  from 
the  tideway,  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  the 
means  of  restocking  the  upper  reaches  with  dace, 
and  providing  better  sport.  J.  V.  Eyre. 


STARLINGS  PRAISED. 


The  starling  is  of  much  benefit  to  agriculturists, 
as  its  food  consists  principally  of  worms,  snaQs,  and 
insects  in  their  different  stages.  It  is  especially 
useful  in  clearing  off  chafer  larvae  and  other  larva3 
of  the  same  habits  in  meadows  and  pastures,  and 
surface  caterpillars  in  turnip  and  mangold  fields. 
The  destructive  larvae  of  the  antler-moth,  the 
diamond-back  moth,  the  silver  Y-moth,  and  of  other 
moths,  as  well  as  those  of  the  Daddy-long-legs  and 
the  click  beetle  (known  as  wire- worms),  are  also 
eagerly  devoured  by  this  bird.  In  the  late  autumn 
and  winter,  when  the  starlings  congregate  in  flocks, 
says  the  British  Sportsman,  they  clear  whole  fields 
of  injurious  insects  in  larval  or  pupal  form,  and 
their  sharp  eyes  detect,  the  eggs  of  at  least  the 
larger  insects  upon  forest  and  orchard  trees.  The 
insects  that  hibernate  in  the  larval  or  pupal  form 
upon  fruit  and  other  trees  are,  without  doubt, 
picked  out.  of  their  winter  quarters  by  the  long, 
pointed  beaks  of  these  sharp-eyed,  restless  birds. 

Some  years  ago,  in  a  large  and  richly-stocked 
nursery  in  Belgium,  chafer  beetles  became  so 
numerous  as  to  be  a  very  serious  infestation.  After 
trying  by  all  known  means  to  eradicate  them,  the 
proprietor  observed  that  starlings  devoured  large 
numbers,  both  of  the  larvae  and  the  mature  insects. 
Taking  a  lesson  from  this,  he  erected  about  half-a- 
dozen  nesting-boxes  on  15ft.  poles,  and  as  these 
were  immediately  occupied  by  the  birds,  he  con- 
tinued to  provide  boxes  until  125  were  in  use.  The 
result  was  that  the  chafer  infestation  grew  gradually 
less,  and  was  finally  completely  overcome. 

Sheep  regard  starlings  as  their  natural  friends, 
and  permit  them  to  alight  on  their  backs  to  take 
out  the  keds,  ticks,  etc.,  from  their  wool.  Some 
farmers,  however,  maintain  that  the  droppings 
which  starlings  deposit  on  the  backs  of  sheep  attract 
flies,  and  that  sheep  are  not  infrequently  "struck  " 
by  maggots  exactly  on  the  spot  (the  loins)  where 
the  birds  most  usually  settle.  In  early  summer  it 
will  often  be  found  that  cattle  on  pastures  are 
accompanied  by  starlings,  each  animal  being  sur- 
rounded at  a  distance  of  a  few  feet  by  about  half-a- 
dozen  birds.  Whether  these  are  attracted  by  the 
worms  that  are  apt  to  come  to  the  surface  of  the 
ground  when  disturbed  by  the  treading  of  cattle,  or 
are  on  the  look-out  for  the  maggots  of  the  warble- 
fly,  which  in  spring  and  early  summer  drop  from 
the  backs  of  cattle,  has  not  been  definitely  made 
out. 


The  Thames  pours  1000  million'cubic  feet  of  water 
into  the  sea  in  the  course  of  every  twenty-four  hours. 
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JUST  BARGAINS!! 

DURING  the  winter  recess,  when  the  gentle  art  has  been  mainly  indulged  orally  and  periodically, 
and  the  angler's  gentle  heart  sterilized  by  Sales  and  ''Inky  Boys, "  we  have  planned  an  Eclipse 
ot  our  past  successful  season,  hoping  to  go  one  better.  Before  submitting  our  ''Newcastle 
/Programme  "  we  would  detail  a  real  juicy  bargain.    Here  is  the  title^ 


142  15/-  OILSKIN  MOTOR  COATS  for  6/9  apiece. 
Worn  occasionaUy  by  electric  tram  drivers  in  tempestuous 
weather.  We  supplied  waterproof  coats,  and  took  oilskins 
in  part  exchange  at  our  price.  They  have  all  been  redressed 
—now  m  prime  condition.  Double  sleeve  and  sleeve  head, 
leather-bound  and  stayed,  faced  double  fixed  throat  tab 
mner-storm  cufis,  U  in.  to  52  in.  long,  wide  chests- 

E,-ri,l    1/°^  T^:   ^  ^'''^  wide-cut  OILSKIN  CAPES, 

with  buckles  and  straps,  5/9  each.   Sample  on  application. 

Our  NO.  .1  BLACK  RUBBER  PROOF  COAT  at  13/4 
any  stock  size,  has  been  a  solid  success.  Light  in  weight 
42  m.  coat  weighs  28  oz.,  54  in.  41  oz.  Quiet 
in  appearance,  packs  small,  smooth  surface, 
aI^?a  ^^'^^^  stitched  seams  and  edges, 
13/4,  all  through.  Inner  cuffs,  1/-. 
bpecial  measure,  2/6  extra. 

Our  latest  "IN'  SEAT"  COAT 

contains  S  new  features  :  (1)  Throat 
tabs  are  a  humbug,  always  wanted 
when  wanting— a  small  nickel  clasp 
IS  substituted.  (2)  Hinged  to  inside 
of  coat  at  back  is  a  waterproof  flap 
•  or  inseat,  about  a 


foot  square,  provides 
a  dry  seat ;  no  soiling 
or  mauling  coat  skirt 
which  hangs  free. 
(3)  A  breast  pocket, 
with  6  compart- 
ments,    briefly,  a 

handy  fly  pocket  book.  Total  weight,  say 
48  in.,  37  oz.  In  black  rubber  proof,  stock 
sizes,  18/9.  Cuffs,!/-.  Special  measure,  2/6. 

THE  ANGLER'S  "GALA"  COAT,  in  our 
new  material,  dark  brown  rubber  sheeting, 
i.e.  rubber  both  sides,  as  last  description ; 
also  has  side  slit  pockets,  silk-faced  ■collars, 
turn-back  cuifs,  double-buttoned 
motor  front,  inner  cuffs,  part  lined 
satteen.     A   real  nobby  coat  to 
order.    Price  28/6. 

Our  NO.  2  LADIES'  FULL 
LENGTH  COAT,  in  Suede  rubber 
sheeting,  cootains  all  the  new 
features  of  the  "Gala"  coat,  to- 
gether with  a  strap  at  back;  a 
dainty  motor  coat  to  order,  price 
34/6.  In  black  rubber  proof,  31/9, 
A  simpler  design  from  25/-. 

OILSKINS : 

Our  NO.  5  OILSKIN  COAT 

(over  180  supplied  to  Tyne  Com- 
missioners), 10/-  each,  any  size. 

Our  NO.  7  SILK-FINISHED 
OILSKIN  COAT  for  yachtsmen, 
19/9.    Weighs  3i  lbs. 

Our  NO.  9  BLACK  OILSKIN 
OVERALLS,  2/4  pair. 

Our  NO.  12  SOU'-WESTERS, 
lined  serge,  with  lugs  (part  of  a 
contract),  1/4J  each. 

Our  NO.  3  BLACK  RUBBER- 
PROOF  TROUSER  OVER- 
ALLS, double  seated,  14/9  pair. 


ROPE  SOLED,  V\^HITE  OR  BROWN 
CANVAS  SHOES  AND  BOOTS,  light,  noiseless, 
durable,  comfortable,  and  wonderfully  cheap. 
For  home  and  bairns,  bathing  and  paddling, 
tennis,  &c.  Child's  (shoes  only),  Hd.  pair. 
Ladies,  1/- ;  Men's,  1/3.  Boots  1/10  and  2/- 
respectively.    Postage,  4d.  pair,  5d.  2  pairs. 

"NEWCASTLE"      LIGHT  BROGUES, 

superior  canvas  matting,  with  tongue  to  keep 
out  sand  and  gravel,  compressed  rope  soles,  3 
leather  bars  riveted  to  each  sole,  metal  studs 
therein.  Total  weight,  pair  24  oz.,  vastly  different 
to  the  present  armour-clads,  and  the  price  is 
only  5/6  pair.  Improved  pattern  in  tan  canvas 
matting,  extra  wide,  6/9  pair.  Or  with  best 
rubber  bar,  shaped  heel  and  toe-piece,  all  riveted 
to  sole,  metal  studs  therein,  8/3  pair. 

"NEWCASTLE"  SHORT  WADERS,  17Jin.  high,  in  drab 
satteen,  have  a  laced  gusset  or  tuck,  with  a  buckle  and  strap  to 
tighten.  Weight,  pair  19  oz.,  price  16/9.  Double  tan  twill,  14/9. 
If  rather  short  we  add  an  extension  from  6  in.  to  9  in.  as  desired. 
Elastic  at  top  (see  dotted  lines).   Weight,  6  oz.   Price,  3/6  extra. 

To  sum  up— the  total  weight  of  an  outfit,  including 
48  m.  coat,  brogues,  waders,  and  extension,  is  a  little  over 
61b.,  rather  more  than  a  single  armour-clad  referred  to. 

NO.  23  FISHING  STOCKINGS  AND  TROUSERS,  usual 
length,  made  from  .two  special  contract  materials,  i.e.  stout 
drab  twill  and  double  tan  twill.  Stockings,  12/9  and  14/9 
any  stock  size  respectively.  Trousers,  20/9  and  24/6  pair. 
We  also  supply  these  covered  black  rubber  proof  (waders  within 
waders).  Last  twice  as  long.  Wet  waders  weight  not  increased. 
Feet  lined  inside  soft  fleece.    6/6  and  10/6  extra  respectively, 

NO.  17  ALL  RUBBER  THIGH  BOOTS,  double  at 
knee  and  toe  ;  contract  line,  22/3  pair. 

Ditto,  leather  soles,  27/9.  " 


r 


ALL   LEATHER  HIP  BOOTS, 

real  deep-sea  fisherman's  style,  28/6 
pair  ;  studs,  1/-  pair  extra. 

Our  IMPROVED  BOWLING 
GREEN  MAT  (Regd.),  grey  cor- 
rugated rubber,  with  imprint  of 
foot  in  solid  red  rubber  built  in. 
Price  3/6.  The  "  wearin'  o'  the 
green  "  prevented. 

ODDS  AND  ENDS: 

CONTRACT  RUBBER  HOSE 
PIPE,  J  by  1  ply,  3^d.  per  foot ; 
30  feet  with  tap  union  and  Jet  for 
7/4;  i  by  2  ply,  4d.  per  foot; 
80  feet  with  union,  tap  rose  and 
let  for  9/-. 

No.  29  CABINET  OF  RUBBER 
BANDS,  contains  1  gross  assorted, 
nice  for  house  or  office,  2/9  per  box. 

GOLF  CLUBS,  own  make,  wood 
3/9,  all  through;  irons,  4/-,  all 
through. 


We  do  not  pay  carriage  except  on  bulk.  Our  Prices  are  based  on  small  working  expenses,  and 
cash  terms.    Our  List  No.  19  is  at  your  service.   It  is  short  and  easily  digested. 

WILLIAM  B.  FIND  LAY,  Ltd., 

CONTRACTORS  AND  SPECIALISTS, 

Waterproof,  Rubber,  Oilskin,  and  Sporting  Goods. 

55,    CLAYTON    STREET,   NE  WCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 
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Jottings  by  the  Way. 

I  come,  I  come !  ye  have  calVd  me  long, 

I  come  o'er  the  mountains  with  light  and  song : 

/  have  breathed  on  the  South,  and  the  chestnut-flowers 

By  thousands  have  burst  in  the  forest-bowers. 

I  have  pass'd  o'er  the  hills  of  the  stormy  North, 

And  the  larch  has  hung  all  his  tassels  forth  ; 

The  dark  pine  has  a  fringe  of  softer  green. 

And  the  moss  looks  bright  where  my  step  has  been. 

■  — Mrs.  Hemans. 


The  Fly-Fishers'  Dinner. 

With  Lord  Montagu  of  Beaulieu  in  the  chair, 
surrounded  by  nearly  all  the  best  known  anglers, 
it  goes  without  saying  that  the  affair  was  a  great 
success.  An  excellent  dinner  was  served  in  the  best 
style  of  the  Mctropole,  and  some  capital  speeches 
were  interspersed  with  songs,  quartets,  catches, 
madrigals,  duets,  etc.,  splendidly  rendered  by  "  The 
Ballad-Mongers" — Miss  Winifred  Saunders,  Miss 
Lilian  Gardner,  Miss  Maud  Edmondson,  pianist, 
Mr.  Charles  Corner,  and  Mr.  Frederick  Henry, 
under  the  direction  of  the  gentleman  last-named. 
A  feature  of  the  entertainment  was  the  first  per- 
formance of  an  arrangement  by  J.  P.  Attwater, 
Mus.  Bac,  of  an  old  Scottish  angling  song,  entitled, 
"  The  Angler's  Lass."  The  solo  was  well  sung  by 
Miss  Gardner,  the  refrain  being  taken  ensemble  by 
the  Ballad-Mongers  quartet.  The  arrangement  is 
dedicated  to  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston. 


City  of  London  Plscatorials. 

An  account  of  the  sixth  annual  dinner  of  the 
above  very  flourishing  society,  which  was  held  on 
Tuesday  evening,  March  1 0,  appears  on  p.  1 98,  and 
there  is  very  little  to  be  added  to  it  by  me,  beyond 
the  fact  that  it  was  one  of  the  most  enjoyable 
dinners  I  have  ever  attended.  A  good  chairman, 
good  music,  and  a  good  caterer — Mr.  Alex.  Gray, 
of  the  Mason's  Hall  Tavern — left  nothing  to  be 
desired. 

Mb.  T.  Ceumplen  ("Old  Izaak")  will  preside 
on  Monday  evening  at  a  grand  concert,  given  by 
the  Blackfriars  A.S.  at  the  York  Hotel,  Waterloo- 
road,  on  the  occasion  of  the  presentation  of  the 
Central  Challenge  cup  and  the  medals  to  the  teams 
which  competed  in  the  final.  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  the 
secretary  of  the  Central  Association,  will  also  be 
present,  and  a  large  attendance  is  anticipated.  Host 
A.  R.  Welton  is  taking  all  possible  steps  to  make  the 
evening  a  pleasant  one,  and  I  hope  to  be  able  to 
drop  in  during  the  evening. 


More  Duprey  Limericks. 

There  was  an  old  man  on  the  Lea 
Who  caught  his  dry  fly  in  a  tree ; 

When  he  pulled  and  it  broke, 

He  thought  it  a  joke, 
And  only  said  fiddle-de-dee. 

A  Dutchman  whose  name  was  De  Veldt 
Had  a  curious  day  on  the  Scheldt, 

His  take  was  a  crab 

And  a  finger-long  dab 
And  a  couple  of  sole? — and  one  smelt. 

— F.  W.  D 


Lychnobite  Angling  Society. 

The  above  society  has  removed  from  the  Ben 
.Jonson,  Shoe-lane,  to  the  Falcon  Tavern,  Gough- 
square.  Mr.  Pete  Brooks,  the  worthy  host,  will  do 
all  in  his  power  to  make  members  happy  and  com- 
fortable, as  he  has  done  f nr  so  many  years  for  the 
Society  of  Caxtonian  Anglers.  The  return  match 
with  the  Rye  House  A.C.  will  take  place  on  Satiir- 
day,  March  21.  Boundary — Rye  House  Bridge  and 
"  Fish  and  Eels."  Dinner  at  6.45.  Visitors  will  be 
welcomed.  The  annual  general  meeting  will  be 
held  on  April  11. 


Anglers  will  be  sorry  to  hear  that  Mr.  F.  H. 
Clay,  of  Messrs.  Carter  and  Co.,  St.  John-street,  has 
met  with  a  serious  accident  whilst  playing  in  a 
football  match  on  Saturday  last.  He  is  under  the 
care  of  a  specialist.  Dr.  T.  T.  Price  Jenkins,  and  it 
is  hoped  that  he  may  soon  be  well  enough  to  attend 
to  his  business. 


Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society. 

On  Monday  evening,  March  16,  the  above  society 
will  give  a  grand  Bohemian  concert  in  aid  of  the 
A.B.S.  Ladies  are  invited,  and  no  doubt  there  will 
be  the  usual  following  of  good  people  who  have  the 
interest  of  anglers  at  heart.  The  chairman  is  Mr. 
H.  List,  the  vice-chairman  Mr.  H.  Grouse,  the 
pianist  Mr.  Elston,  jun.,  and  Mr.  A.  Charnock,  the 
energetic  secretary,  will  give  all  a  hearty  welcome. 


A.B,S.  Competition. 

On  Sunday,  March  22,  a  competition  in  aid  of 
the  funds  of  the  above  society  will  fefCke  place  on 
the  Lea.  The  headquarters  will  be  the  Rye  House, 
when  Host  Abel  will  assist  in  his  usual  able  manner 
to  make  the  event  successful.  There  are  some  good 
prizes  to  be  fished  for,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  well 
attended. 


Strolls  in  *'  Beechy  Bucks." 

A  DELiGHTFTTL  little  booklet  has  been  issued  by 
the  Great  Central  Railway  Company,  giving  de- 
scriptions of  lovely  walks  and  rambles  in  Southern 
Buckinghamshire,  with  its  quaint  villages  and  towns. 
Its  chapters  recall  vivid  memories  of  MUton,  Gray, 
Waller,  Burke,  Beaconsfield,  Hampden  and  Penn, 
and  offers  us  a  prospect  in  walking  tours  unrivalled 
in  interest  within  so  short  a  distance  from  Maryle- 
bone.  Chorley  Wood,  Chalfont  St.  Giles — with  its 
famed  old  church,  and  near  by  it  Milton's  Cottage, 
where  the  poet  completed  "Paradise  Lost"  and 
wrote  "Paradise  Regained";  close  by  also  is 
Jordans,  the  resting-place  of  William  Penn,  the 
founder  of  Pennsylvania,  visited  annually  by  large 


Peckham  Waltonians. 

About  thirtj'  members  and  friends  did  justice  to 
Mr.  Tom  Carter's  splendid  catering  at  our  "  supper- 
match  "  dinner  last  Tuesday  at  the  Crown,  High- 
street,  Peckham,  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  in  the  chair. 
Dinner  concluded,  the  Chairman  proposed  the  toast 
of  the  "  Winners  and  Losers,"  Mr.  S.  Masters  and 
Mr.  Ben  Olney  humorously  responding.  Mr.  Wade 
attributed  the  highest  credit  to  the  worthy  host, 
whose  health  was  drunk  with  musical  honours. 
The  impromptu  musical  arrangements  were  ably 
conducted  by  Mr.  Archie  Thompson,  and  the 
following  contributed: — Miss  Stevens,  Messrs.  F. 
Elmont,  S.  Moorcroft,  S.  Masters,  C.  Marks,  G. 
Proctor,  A.  Stoneham,  and  J.  Taylor.  A  letter 
from  Mr.  W.  F.  Grimmett  was  read  by  the 
chairman,  and  congratulations  to  him  on  his 
recovery  from  a  six  weeks'  illness  expressed.  "  The 
Chairman"  formed  the  subject  of  the  final  toast, 
and  in  responding  to  the  address  of  Mr.  Carter  and 
Mr.  Olney  respectively,  he  expressed  himself  ex- 
tremely gratified  at  having  spent  such  an  enjoyable 
evening.  The  National  Anthem  closed  a  memorable 
gathering. 


Cheap  Gloves. 

Mr.  R.  W.  Vernon  writes  : — "  Dear  Dragnet, — 
Your  paragraph  about  '  Cheap  Fish '  reminds  me  of 
a  dodge  which  was  worked  in,  I  believe,  Canada. 
A  number  of  right-hand  kid  gloves  were  sent  to  a 
certain  port.  No  owner  could  be  found  for  them, 
and  they  were  sold  for  a  song  by  auction.  The  man 
who  bought  them,  however,  had  received  a  similar 
consignment  of  left-hand  gloves  at  another  port — et 
voila !  The  duty  is  very  high  on  pairs  of  gloves, 
but  was  not  charged  on  odd  gloves,  as  these  were 
considered  unmarketable.  So  in  the  end  he  had  his 
pairs  of  gloves  duty  free." 
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Long  ere  the  days  of  Noah  and  his  Ark,  Mr.  Jones,  of  Riversdale  Cave,  was  slumbering  (with 
one  eye  open,  however)  over  his  angling  pole,  wearily  waiting  for  fish  which  never  came.  But  it 
so  chanced  that  two  great  flies  of  the  Celluloida  Marstoniensis  and  the  Inkiboia  Kelsonia  species 
met  over  his  float  in  mortal  combat.  In  this  way  they  became  rather  mixed,  and  were  promptly 
gobbled  up  by  a  passing  Salmo  salar.  Since  then  Mr.  Jones  has  fished  with  great  success  with  a 
double-hooked  fly  with  mixed  wings. — Preadamite  Angling  Gazette,  March,  200008  B.C. 


numbers  from  all  parts  of  the  world — Hughenden,  I 
High  Wycombe,  Amersham,  Beaconsfield,  Wend- 
over,  Great  Missenden,  Denham,  Harefield,  Gerrard's  I 
Cross,   all  have  charms  of  their  own,  and  give  j 
delight  to  the  eye  and  pleasure  to  the  mind.     Such  j 
lovely   rambles   bring   their   reward  —  brace  up  ; 
the  body  and  strengthen  our  love  for  the  good  and  | 
true.    The  booklet  is  beautifully  illustrated,  and 
wiU  be  found  a  valuable  companion.    It  can  be 
obtained,  post  free  for  2|d.,  from  the  Publicity 
Department,  Great  Central  Railway,  216,  Maryle- 
bone-road,  N.W. 

Some  Perils  of  the  Deep. 

An  interesting  list  of  vessels  which  have  been 
attacked  and  sunk  at  various  times  by  monsters  of 
the  deep  is  given  in  the  Bulletin  Suisse.  Not  long 
ago  the  yacht  Waterhen  was  capsized  off  the  mouth 
of  the  Shannon  by  a  school  of  large  porpoises  who 
were  chasing  the  salmon.  A  similar  accident  befell 
the  fishing  smack  Jean  Roy,  which  foundered  in 
the  North  Sea  in  July,  1905.  The  Danish 
schooner  Anna,  while  on  a  voyage  from  Ice- 
land to  New  Brunswick,  was  "charged"  by  a 
whale  120ft.  long,  with  the  result  that  her  bows  were  [ 
stove  in,  and  her  crew  were  rescued  with  some  diffi- 
culty by  the  ss.  Quernmore,  of  Liverpool.  In  1904, 
the  schooner  Monaghan  was  attacked  by  a  sawfish,  j 
which  made  a  hole  3ft.  long  in  her  side,  causing  her  , 
to  sink  in  sight  of  Block  Island.  Perhaps  the 
strangest  case  of  all  is  that  of  the  fishing  smack 
which  was  attacked  and  capsized  in  the  year  1873 
by  a  gigantic  octopus  or  devil-fish.  The  monster 
was  killed  by  the  united  efforts  of  the  other  vessels 
in  the  fleet.  It  weighed  nearly  three  tons,  and  a 
part  of  one  of  its  tentacles  preserved  in  the  Museum 
at  St.  John's,  Newfoundland,  is  19ft.  in  length.  ' 


Mitcham  Golf  Links. 

The  Brighton  Railway  Company  announce,  for 
the  convenience  of  golfers,  that  on  weekdays,  com- 
mencing April  1 ,  a  train  will  leave  Mitcham  Junction 
at  12.20  p.m.  for  Victoria,  and  that  a  rail  motor 
will  also  run  every  weekday,  except  Saturdays, 
from  Mitcham  Junction  to  Victoria  at  2.30  p.m., 
and  be  due  to  arrive  at  2.47  p.m.,  returning  from 
Victoria  to  Sutton  at  2.55  p.m.,  calling^at  Mitcham 
Junction,  Hackbridge,  and  Carshalton. 


A  Misunderstanding. 

A  Manilla  mother-in-law  had  stayed  so  often 
with  her  daughter  as  to  cause  a  quarrel  with  the 
hxisband,  and  one  day,  when  she  again  came  to 
stay,  she  found  her  daughter  in  tears  on  the  door- 
step. "  I  suppose  George  has  left  you,"  she  sniffed. 
"Yes"— sob.  "Then  there's  a  woman  in  the 
case  ?  "  she  asked,  her  eyes  lighting  up  expectantly. 
"  Yes  " — sob.  "  Who  is  it  ?  "  she  demanded.  "  You  " 
— sob.  "Gracious!"  exclaimed  the  mother-in-law. 
"  I  am  sure  I  never  gave  him  any  encouragement." 
— Philippines  Gossip. 


Big  Fish  Lists. 

Mr.  Alfred  Jardine  is  busily  engaged  in  com- 
piling his  big  fish  list  for  last  season,  and  I  also 
hear  that  "  The  G«ntle,"  who  has  given  us  so  many 
columns  in  the  Bristol  Evening  News,  concerning 
the  "alleged"  36^1b.  pike  "captured"  by  Mr. 
Angerson,  and  Mr.  Ernest  Phillips,  of  the  Lancaster 
Herald,  are  at  work  on  the  tabulation  of  "speci- 
mens." Now  I  wonder  under  what  name  this 
monster  pike  will  appear — Wathen,  Swann,  Cordy, 
Golding,  or  Angerson  ?  It  certainly  was  not 
captured  by  ^  Dbaqnet. 
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PfoviHGial  flnglifig  Ilotes. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post. 

FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

On  Saturday  evening  last  we  had  the  pleasure  of 
hearing  Mr.  John  Gorial],  the  president  of  the  Shef- 
field Anglers'  Association,  lecture  at  the  Crown 
Hotel,  Station-street,  Birmingham,  upon  "  Fresh- 
water Fish  and  the  Relation  of  Weeds  to  Them." 
The  lecture  was  illustrated  with  lantern  slides. 
The  lecture  and  views  were  of  great  interest  to 
103,    and  was  very  much   appreciated  by  those 
who    hfid    the  pleasure  of   being  present.  The 
Hearts    of    Oak    Society   are    to     be  comph- 
mented    upon   inviting  such    an  expert  as  Mr. 
Gorrill  to  put  a  little  new  life  into  us  and  to  give 
us  such  sound  information  upon  the  habits  of  fish 
life,  and  I  hope  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when 
we  may  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  and  hearing 
this  gentleman  again.    Mr.  Waterhouse  occupied 
the  chair  and  ably  carried  out  the  whole  of  the 
programme.    The  large  assembly  room  was  well 
filled,  and  a  good  collection  was  made  on  behalf  of 
the  Birmingham    Anglers'    Benevolent  Society. 
Another  large  number  of  members  went  out  on 
Sunday    last  to  fish    bye  contests,  previous  to 
the  close  season  coming  in.    Sport  all  round  was 
very  tame  owing  to  the  snow  that  fell  during 
the    week.    The    early    part    of    the    day  was 
fine,  but  the  afternoon  was  windy  and  rain  fell  in 
the  evening.     Some  of  our  clubs,  owing  to  the 
unsettled  state  of  the  weather,  have  abandoned 
their  contests  until  after  the  close  season.    All  our 
rivers  are  just  now  a  little  out  of  order,  owing  to 
the  snow,  rain,  and  high  winds,  but  still  some  Uttle 
sport  has  been  obtained  in  spite  of  the  weather. 
Good  sport  with  dace  has  been  had  on  the  Teme 
with  the  maggot.    Some  few  pike  have  been  taken 
from  the  Sev  ern  with  the  aid  of  live  bait.    Mr  W. 
Dare,  sen.,  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Dare,  jun.,  of  Birming- 
ham, fishing  the  Nene  at  Oundle,  took  two  nice 
pike  on  March  6,  the  pair  weighed  371b.,  the  21)b. 
fish  was  caught   by  Mr.  J.  H.  Dare,   and  the 
16-pounder  by  Mr.  W.  Dare,  both  fish  afforded 
grand  sport,  and  were  in  good  condition.  Our 
Trades'   Exhibition   opens    at    Bingley  Hall  on 
March  23  next,  when  our    display  of  specimen 
fish  will  form  one  of  the  attractions.    Some  good 
prizes  are  offered  independent  of  the  silver  cup,  and 
the  Birmingham  Association  are  giving  £5  in  special 
prizes. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Last  week's  heavy  rains  put  a  considerable  amount 
of  colour  in  the  waters,  and  for  a  day  or  two  angling 
was  greatly  upset.  Yet  these  drawbacks  have  not 
prevented  some  fine  perch,  roach,  and  pike 
being  accounted  for ;  indeed  the  first-named  have 
offered  as  good  sport  as  they  have  done  at  any 
previous  period  of  the  season.  The  Glen  has 
furnished  some  excellent  roach-fishing,  and  one  or 
two  specimens  have  weighed  up  to  IJlb.  apiece. 
The  South  Forty-foot  has  also  yielded  wonderfully 
well,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Swineshead  Station 
bags  have  been  secured  weighing  up  to  101b.  and 
121b.  Higher  up  the  river  the  best  sport  has 
probably  been  enjoyed  south  of  the  Neslam  Bridge. 
Witham  angling,  although  off  for  a  day  or  two  at 
the  end  of  the  week,  has  recovered,  and  sportsmen 
are  doing  well,  both  amongst  roach  and  pike.  A 
perch,  weighing  2pb.,  also  fell  a  prey  to  the  worm 
bait,  and  we  hear  of  another  being  taken  close  upon 
21b.  The  heavy  gales  have  somewhat  interfered 
with  trolling,  but  during  calm  intervals  some  nice 
pike  have  been  killed  both  on  the  Witham  and 
Forty-foot. 


FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  this  week  has  been  much  against  the 
angler — snow,  sleet,  rain,  and  overflows  on  certain 
of  the  waters.  In  fact,  better  weather  will  have  to 
intervene  before  angling  pursuits  can  be  carried 
out  with  any  degree  of  success,  although  I 
hear  of  one  lucky  fellow  of  the  rod  taking  a 
nice  pike  of  about  91b.  near  to  Frodingham 
Beck -end ;  another  was  taken  in  the  river 
near  to  Aike  Beck  that  scaled  about  9flb.  The 
trout  season,  which  opens  In  our  district  on 
March  16,  promisee  to  be  a  fairly  good  one,  but 
unless  we^have  more  congenial  weather  there  is  not 
much  chsmce  of  sport  for  the  opening  day.  On 
some  of  the  Lincolnshire  streams  trout  fishing 
commenced  early  ra  last  month,  but  owing  to  the 
wretched  climatic  conditions  very  little  sport  has 
been  met  with;  yet,  with  more  favourable  condi- 
tions, sport  should  improve,  for  the  waters  are  all 
reported  in  better  trim  this  week. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  here  is  very  March  like,  and  not  over 
good  for  fronting.  On  March  6  another  heavy 
fall  of  snow  occurred,  while  on  Monday  a  south- 
west gale  of  wind  blew.  To-day,  March  11,  the 
weather  seems  a  bit  settled,  and,  with  the  streams 
at  a  good  height,  as  they  are  at  present,  if  this 
improvement  should  hold,  fishing  should  be  good. 
On  Saturday  last  some  nice  trout  were  taken  on  the 
Kent  with  fiy,  in  spite  of  a  keen  north  wind  that 
was  blowing,  and  hills  white  with  the  preceding 
night's  snow.  The  smaller  streams  in  this  district  are 
yielding  fairly  good  baskets  with  running  worm, 
and  will  do  well  with  fly  under  better  weather  con- 
ditions. A  few  fish  have  been  taken  on  the  lake, 
but  here,  again,  improved  and  more  settled  weather 
would  greatly  help  matters. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Bolton  anglers  are  in  high  glee  about  a  pro- 
posed trip  to  Broadland  at  Easter.  After  this  visit 
no  doubt  the  Broads  will  be  more  in  evidence  in  this 
county.  One  club  in  this  town  have  been  celebra- 
ting the  golden  wedding  of  one  of  their  members — 
W.  Bleakley.  The  Royal  Walton  Angling  Society 
wind  up  the  season  with  a  match  at  Blackley  to- 
day. The  Longsight  Anglers'  Association  had  a 
glorious  time  at  their  social  last  Thursday.  During 
the  evening  the  championship  medal  was  presented 
to  A.  Chambers,  and  three  new  members  accepted. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Ardwick  Angling  Society  visited  Bollington 
last  Sunday  and  fished  a  contest,  but  sport  wa? 
wretched,  the  prizes  were  won  by  J.  Brj'ant, 
W.  Heeds,  and  C.  G.  Sonderman.  The  "  Trades- 
men "  were  also  contesting  at  Broken  Cross,  but 
after  the  event  they  could  hardly  say  with  truth, 
Vent,  vidi,  vici,  so  came  home. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Few  anglers  have  been  out  in  consequence  of  the 
adverse  conditions  of  weather.  The  Trent,  our 
favourite  river,  has  been  up  and  down  daily,  and 
those  of  the  craft  who  were  anxious  to  thiow  a 
line  were  absolutely  driven  back  home  by  the 
violence  of  the  wind,  raging  chiefly  from  the 
north-west.  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  J.P.,  informs 
me  that  just  prior  to  the  rough  change  he  caught  a 
splendid  lot  of ^  roach  at  East  Stoke,  in  company 
with  his  old  and  respected  friend  Mr.  W.  P. 
("Pug")  Woolley,  of  Kegworth,  on  the  Soar. 
Any  angler  who  knows  the  "Png"  is  aware  that 
he  is  the  worthy  host  of  the  "  Cap  and  Stock- 
ing," and  a  better  or  more  qualified  votary  in 
the  arts  pf  roaching  and  other  kinds  of  angling, 
never  existed.  Visitors  to  his  ho-telry  wOl  always 
find  a  **  man "  and  a  gentleman  worthy  of  the 
cause  of  angling.  I  am  writing  just  now,  perhaps, 
vmder  slight  influence  but  I  have  been  in  the 
company  of  a  great  supporter  of  the  Fishing  (Gazette, 
who,  with  himself,  has  killed,  in  the  old  days  of 
Trent  fishing,  no  end  of  stalwart  salmon.  Salmon 
days,  however,  I  am  afraid  are  over — vide  Sir 
Francis  Ley's  communication  to  your  most  valuable 
paper  of  the  other  week. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Several  anglers  have  been  trying  for  pike,  but 
only  two  fish  were  grassed.  A  few  fine  roach  were 
caught  very  far  advanced  in  spawn.  The  Worcester 
Angling  Society  held  their  annual  meeting  on  Wed- 
nesday evening  last,  the  president,  Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs, 
in  the  chair.  There  was  a  large  attendance  of  mem- 
bers. In  his  opening  address  the  chairman  feelingly 
referred  to  the  loss  the  society  had  suffered  by  the 
death  of  Mr.  Martin  Perks — one  of  their  oldest 
members — and  paid  a  high  tribute  to  his  memory. 
The  secretary  presented  his  annual  [report  and 
balance  sheet,  which  showed  the  club  to  be  in  a 
most  satisfactory  condition,  and  numerically  and 
financially  strong,  and  the  secretary  was  compli- 
mented on  his  excellent  report  and  carefully 
prepared  balance  sheet.  The  president,  Mr.  L.  F. 
Higss,  vice-president,  Mr.  H.  Cooper,  Mr.  w! 
Bridges,  secretary,  and  the  treasurer,  Mr.  J.  Coombs, 
were  unanimously  re-elected.  A  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  president  for  his  able  conduct  in  the 
chair  closed_the  meeting. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Most  of  the  rivers  were  ruiming  very  high  at  the 
week-end  and  thoroughly  out  of  condition,  so  that 


The  Tkout  Fly  Dresser's  Cabinet  of  Devices,  ob  F  jsv  to 
Tie  Trout  and  Gratlikq  Fiies.— Can  be  had  post  fiee  for  2/3 
in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London.  Second  Edition.  By  H.  G. 
McClelland.  FuUy  Illustrated.  "The  best  book  ever  written 
on  the  subject."— i^SsAin^  Gazette.\ 


anglers  experienced  further  disappointment.  The 
weather  has  been  in  a  most  unsettled  state,  much 
snow  and  rain  having  fallen,  and  boisterous  winds 
prevailed.  During  the  quieter  weather,  recurring 
at  short  intervals,  while  the  streams  were  yet  free 
from  snow  broth  and  discoloration  to  any  great 
extent,  bottom  fishers  at  times  made  catches  with 
worm  and  maggot.  Some  nice  roach  and  perch  were 
taken  home.  The  final  efforts  of  grayling  fishers  were 
not  very  successful.  Until  warm  weather  comes  to 
stay  there  is  little  chance  for  the  fly-fisher.  I 
notice  that  Mr.  John  Walker,  who  at  one  time  was 
a  very  prominent  fly  fisher  in  the  Otley  district,  has 
died  at  the  age  of  76.  The  outlook  for  the  trout 
season,  which  opens  on  March  16,  is  not  very 
promising. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  very  wild  since  last  report, 
and  at  many  of  the  principal  stations  little  fishing 
has  been  done.  On  Lough  Currane  on  March  5  a 
local  professional  named  Ned  Dennehy  in  "  striking  " 
a  salrnon  had  his  rod  broken  at  or  near  the  centre. 
Notwithstanding  that  he  was  alone  in  the  boat,  he 
managed  the  latter,  played  his  fish  with  practically 
the  butt,  gaffed  it,  and  safely  brought  it  to  boat. 
Fly-fishing  will  become  general  in  about  a  week's 
time,  when  it  is  hoped  the  weather  will  prove  more 
favourable. 

North  of  Ieelajjb. 
Heavy  rain  and  fierce  northers  characterised 
March  since  the  advent,  and  at  the  moment  of 
writing  all  the  rivers  are  bankful,  and  are  likely  to 
be  for  some  time.  Virtually,  fly-fishing  has  been 
suspended  smce  March  1.  The  Bann  is  high  in  flood, 
and  kelt  salmon  are  dropping  down  to  the  sea  in 
large  numbers  from  the  main  river  and  its  tribu- 
taries. The  twentieth  annual  meeting  of  the  Belfast 
Anglers'  Association  was  held  on  March  5  at  the 
Royal  Hotel.  Wellington- place.  In  the  unavoidable 
absence  of  Brigadier-General  Vesey  J.  Dawson, 
C.  V.O.,  the  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  Garret  Nagle' 
R  M.  The  annual  report  was  submitted  by  Mr.  F.  J ' 
Kennedy,  hon.  sec,  and  the  financial  statement 
showed  that  the  association  was  in  a  flourishing 
condition,  the  membership  steadily  maintained, 
and  the  finances  sound.  It  was  decided  to  reduce 
the  annual  subscription.  A  smoking  concert  wound 
up  the  proceedings. 


ixofes  from  f^c  iTort^. 

A  CHANGE  at  last !  After  six  weeks  of  weather 
past  description  rain  came  on  March  8,  and  the 
rivers  are  filling.  The  Dee  rose  eighteen  inches  at 
Banchory  between  March  6  and  9,  and  is  8*111  rising. 

Anglers  may  now  move  north  again  with  confi- 
dence, and  the  chances  of  some  sport.  For  some 
time  back  most  of  the  waters  have  been  in  the 
hands  of  the  resident  gillies ;  but  even  they  have 
had  a  sorry  time  of  it,  then-  record  being  of  the 
poorest. 


The  Inchmarlo  Dee  waters,  in  the  hands  of  Mr 

and  Mrs.  Laing,  have  3aelded  some  forty  fis'i  the 

best  fished  section  as  yet.  On  March  9  3Irs  Laine 
had  three  of  71b.  each.  ° 


Last  week  was  the  poorest  in  the  Aberdeen  salmon 
market  as  to  supplies  and  the  highest  as  regards 
the  prices  obtained.  The  top  price  of  38.  l|d  was 
reached  on  March  6. 


Scarcely  a  fish  is  being  got  on  the  east  coast 
w  hile  the  destruction  to  plant  has  been  something 
enormous.  The  gales  seemed  to  come  from  all 
points  of  the  compass,  tmd  not  a  station  escaped. 

The  brown  trout  season  will  now  proceed  apace 
and  will  undoubtedly  prove  a  good  one.  We  had 
an  hour  on  Saturday  afternoon  and  creeled  four 
fair  trout — two  of  them  to  the  fly. 

The  Ellon  Castle  (Ythan)  water  is  vielding  good 
baskets  of  finnoek,  and  last  week  Mr.  Geo.  Davidson 
Mr.  J.  B.  Clyne  and  others  had  baskets  of  61b.  and 
upwards. 


Duff  House  and  fishings  are  in  the  market,  and 
should  attract  some  angling  management  to  take 
it  up.  Thirty  poimds  of  yellow  trout  is  not  an  un- 
common basket  to  be  made  on  this  most  prolific 
section  in  a  single  day. 

The  Tor-na-Coil  Hotel — the  new  angling  hotel 
near  Banchory — has  been  closed  on  account  of  en- 
largements, but  these  being  now  about  finished 
business  will  be  resumed  in  the  course  of  another 
week  or  two.  Special  Scotch 
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The  Only 


Effective 


INSECT 
REPELLER 


which    is    NOT  GREASY, 
'NON-POISONOUS,  PERFECTLY 
'harmless,    easily  i^PPLIED, 
'  and  pleasant  and  refreshing  to  use. 


Prepared  by 

FRANK  A.  ROGERS,  327,  Oxford  St.,  W. 

THE  ANGLER'S  PARADISE. 

DOWROS  BAY  HOTEL, 

ROSBEG,  CO.  DONEGAL. 

The  above  Hotel  is  situated  in  its  own  groinids, 
overlooking  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  in  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  parts  of  the  Donegal  Highlands. 
Excellent  Trout  Fishing  in  four  magnificent 
lakes  belonging  to  the  Hotel.  Shooting  over 
5000  acres.  Good  Golf  Links.  Terms  moderate. 
EveiT  modern  convenience.  Under  experienced 
new  English  management.  Apply,  Manageress. 

Dapping  (May  and  Jinie\  and  Casting  (February 
to  October).  Wet  and  Dry  Fly,  on  Lough  Derg. 
Best  in  the  British  Isles.  Owing  to  the  large 
number  of  applications  it  is  advisable  to  engage 
rooms  at  once.  Terms  very  moderate.  Good 
Boatmen  and  Boats.  Total  of  trout  for  May  10th 
to  June  10th,  1906,  750 ;  Ditto,  1907,  1547.— For 
f\dl  particulars  apply  at  once  to  Proprietor, 
MOUNTSHANNON  HOTEL, 

Mountshannon,  Co.  Clare,  Ireland. 

Telegrams:  "  Hotkl  Molxtshannox." 

IJRELAND. 
PAYING  GUESTS 

received  in  gent]  email's  residence  close  to 
LOUGH  ARROW, 

famous  for  its  Tpout,  Pepch,  and  Pike 

Fishing'. — B-  S.  S.  Gardiner,  Tower 
Hill,  Boyle. 

NEWFOUNDLAND. 

THE  BUNGALOW  GRAND  LAKE. 


Excellent  Salmon  and  Trout  Fibbing, 

Also  Caribou  Shooting.  Boat-^,  Tents, 
Guides,  &c.,  provided. — Apply,  J.  R. 
Whitakee,  Rainworth,  Mansfield,  Notts. 


GOOD  FISHING  QUARTERS. 

TO  LET, 

COMFORTABLE  WELL-FURNISHED  HOUSE 

standing  in  picturesque  grounds  on  bank 
of  river  ;  good  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing 
in  two  rivers,  from  May  1  to  November  1. 
Well  stocked  gardens.  Golf  links  in 
neighbourhood. — For  particulars  address 
"  J.  R."  c/o  Messrs.  Joseph  Bbaddell  & 
Son,  Castle  Place,  Belfast. 

SALMON  &  TROUT  FISHING 

IRELAND. 

Caragh  Lake,  Co.  Kerry. 

TO  LET, 

for  two  or  three  months,  exceptionally 

WELL-FURNISHED  RESIDENCE 

with  Fishing.  Three  sitting,  eight  bed- 
rooms, bath  (h.  and  c),  kitchen,  servants' 
hall,  &c. ;  stabling,  garden,  croquet  lawn, 
boat;  magnificent  scenery;  golf.  Seven 
acres,  sloping  to  lake.  Station  and  tele- 
graph IJ  miles. — For  photos  and  terms 
apply,  "Owner,"  13,  Ovington  Sq.,  S.W. 


Spring  Trout  Flies 

Dressed  to  Anglers'  own  wishes  by 

MISS  EVELYN  PAYNTER, 

Artificial  Fly  Dresser, 
Darling-hurst,  Thurlow  Road,  Torquay. 

Prices  per  doz.  :  Trout  Flies,  on  gut,  1/6  ;  on 
eyed  hooks,  1/9;  Floating  Flies  on  eyed 
hooks,  2/0;  double- winged,  2/6. 

Fleane  order  early  to  avoid  disappointment. 


FURNISHED  HOUSE  TO  LET 

for  one  or  more  months,  May  to  Septem- 
ber.— Apply  Morris,  Oughterard. 


BRIMPTON  FISHERY 

ivp.  REAoma. 

I  am  now  booking  orders  for  Brown 
and  Rainbow  Trout,  of  all  sizes.  My 
large  Fish  are  reared  in  a  screened 
stream,  and  feed  on  my  floating  fish 
food,  thus  producing  wild  and  free-rising 
fish.    Write  for  List — 

P.  GASCOIGNE  FREEMAN. 


RICMADEN  FISHERY 

KIRKBY  LONSDALE. 


FOR  -SAI^E 

YEARLING.  2.YEAR-OLD,  and  Older 

RAINBOW  TROUT, 

For  Prices  apply— J.  K.  Robinson,  Rigniaden 
Estate  Offlce,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 


THE 


EXE  VALLEY  FISHERY. 

Ova,  Fry,  Yearlings,  and  Two-year- 
olds  of  Brown  Trout,  Loch  Leven,  and 
Rainbow  Trout  at  moderate  prices. 
Fish  Foods,  Apparatus,  and  Advice. 
For  Price  List  and  particulars  apply  to 
Theo.  p.  Tracy,  Exebridge,  vid  Tiverton, 
Devon. 


FISHING  ROD 
TIMBER. 

Greenheart,  Hickory,  Ash,  aad  Lance- 
wood,  specially  selected  by  Experts, 
supplied  in  log's,  planks  and  squares 
WHOLESALE  OHLY. 

JOSEPH  OWEN  &  SONS.  Ltd.. 

Timber  Merchants.  LIVERPOOL 


ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY. 

Patpon:  HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING. 
PresidentS.R.K.  The  Duke  of  Connaught.  K.C. 


Thiett-Seventh  Season,  1907-1908. 


ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL 

Thursday  Evening,  2nd  April,  1908, 

AT  8  O'CLOCK. 

MASS  IN  B  MINOR 

BACH 

(First  time  of  performance  by  tliis  .Society). 

Miss  GLEESON-WHITE.  Miss  MARIA  YELLAND. 
Mr.  LLOYD  CHANDOS.  Mr.iFREDERICK  RANALOW. 

BAND  AND  CHORUS,  ONE  THOUSAND. 
Organist— Mr.  H.  L.  Balfour,  Mns.  B. 
Conductor— S\r  FREDERICK  BRIDGE,  M.V.O. 

Doors  open  at  7  ;  commeuce  at  8  o'clock. 
Stalls, 7s. 6(J.;  Arena, Cs. ;  Balcony,  Reserved,  5.s. ; 
Unreserved,  4s.  ;  Bo.ves  from  £1  11«.  6d.  to  £3  3s. 
Gallery  (Promenade),  One  Shilling.  Tickets  may 
be  had  of  the  usual  Agents  and  at  the  Royal 
Albert  Hall. 


LO IMDON  THEATRES. 

HAYMARKET  THE  ATRE— Every  Evening, 
at  9.0,  HER  FATHER.  Mr.  Arthur  Bour. 
chier ;  Messrs.  Cyril  Keightley,  Marsh  Allen, 
C.  L.  Lane,  E.  W.  Tarver,  E.  B.  Payne  ;  Miss 
Henrietta  Watson.  Mesdames  Ethel  Matthews, 
G.  Baird,  N.  Moore,  M.  Aldridge,  and  Miss 
Marie  Lohr.  At  8.30,  iPRIDE  OF  REGI- 
MENT. Matinee  every  Wednesday  and 
Saturday  at  2.30. 


THE  PLAYHOUSE,  Northumberland  Avenue. 
— Every  Evening  at  9,  for  a  limited  number 
of  performances,  a  New  Play,  in  three  Acts, 
FIDO.  Adapted  by  Eva  Anstruther  from  the 
Frencli  of  M.  Malin.  Cyril  Maude  and  Winifred 
Emery.  Preceded  at  8.15  by  a  play  in  one  act, 
called  A  GOLDEN  WEDDING.  Cyril  Maude 
and  Alfred  Bishop.  Matinee  of  both  Plays  every 
Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  2.15.  All  seats  can 
be  booked. 


DALY'S  THEATRE,— Every  Evening  at  8.15 
THE  MERRY  WIDOW.  Messrs.  Robert 
Evett,  W.  H.  Berry,  Lennox  Pawle,  Gordon 
Cleather,  Fred  Eaye,  V.  O'Connor,  K.  Roberts, 
and  Joseph  Coyne  and  George  Graves ;  Misses 
Elizabeth  Firth,  Gabrielle  Ray,  G.  Lester 
Desmond,  Glyn,  Welch,  Dombey,  Irving,  Le 
Grand,  Webster,  Munro,  and  M  i  s-  Lily  Elsie. 


ST.  JAMES'S  THEATRE.  King  Street,  Pall 
Mall.— Every  Evening,  at  8.*0  sharp,  THE 
THIEF.  Mr.  George  Alexantter  and  Miss  Irene 
Vanbrugh.  Mr.  Sydney  Valentine,  Mr.  E.  Lyall 
Swete,  Mr.  Reginald  Owen. 


KINGSWAY  THEATRE,  Great  Queen  Street. 
—Lessee  and  Manager,  Miss  Lena  Ashwell 
All  seats  may  be  booked.  Every  Evening  at  9.0, 
DIANA  OF  DOBSON'S.  By  Cicely  Hamilton. 
Matinee  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  3.0. 
Miss  Lena  Ashwell.  At  8.15,  THE  BISHOP'S 
CANDLESTICKS.    By  Norman  McKinnel, 


THE  DEVERON, 


BANFFSHIRE. 

Finest  Trout  Fishing 
Scotland. 


in 


TO     I-  13  T, 

Fop  May,  June  &  July  (or  as  arranged), 

If  MILES  EXCELLENT  FISHING, 

with  every  chance  (owing. to  the  removal 
of  the  nets)  of  Salmon,  Grilse  and  Sea 
Trout.  There  is  a  modern  small  Mansion 
House :  dining,  drawing  and  billiard 
rooms,'seven  family  bedrooms  (ten  beds); 
ample  servants'  accommodation.  Two 
motor  houses.  Stabling.  Linen,  plate 
and  cutlery  supplied.  The  above  is 
also  to  let  for  August,  September  and 
October,  with  Salmon  Pishing  and  500 
acres  superior  Covert  and  Low  Game 
Shooting.  Keeper  and  dogs.  Apply — 
John  Stuaet,  Solicitor,  Huntly,  N.B. 


THERE  IS  A  VACANCY 

IN  AN 

Old-established  Fishing  Society, 

owning  about  5  miles  of  a  well-stocked 
and  strictly-preserved  River  about  half 
an  hour  from  London.  References  re- 
quired.— Apply  by  letter  to  Hon.  Sbcbb- 
TABY,  6,  Westmorland  Buildings,  E.G. 


TROUT  FISHING 

AN  TED, 

for  June,  preferably  on  Test  or  Itchen,  a 

GOOD  DRY  FLY  WATER 

for  one  Rod. — Send  full  details  to 
Messrs. GB.IMBLB  &  Kbe,  Shooting  Agents, 
44,  Dake  Street,  St.  James',  S.W. 


CARETAKER. 


Advertiser  and  Wife 
SEEK  SITUATION. 

Age  32  years ;  both  strong  and  capable. 
Best  references. — "E.  L.,"  8,  Median 
Road,  Lower  Clapton,  N.E. 


TROUT  FISHING 

IN  RIVER  TEST. 

LONGPARISH,  HANTS, 
TO  BE  LET, 

TWO  RODS  on  BRANSBURY  COMMON 


Apply  to 

PARBBROTHBR,      ELLIS    &  CO. 
29,  Fleet  Street,  London,  E.G. 


ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 

Tuesday  Evening,  March  17,  1908. 
ST.  PATRICK'S  DAY. 

GRAND  IRISH  FESTIVAL 

To  commence  at  Eight  o'clock. 

Madame  ADA  CROSSLEY. 

Miss  GRACE  KENZA  (who  made  so  successful 
a  deliut  at  the  Scotch  Festival). 
Miss  MARTA  CUNNINGHAM. 
Miss  ELSIE  BEELEY.    Miss  DORA  ESHELBY. 
Mr.  IVER  McKAY.        Mr.  WATKIN  MILLS, 
Pianofoita,  Violin  and  Violoncello  ; 

Ths  BROTHERS  CHERNIAVSKY, 
Grand  Organ:  CHTJRCHILL  SIBLEY. 


MR.  WILLIAM  CARTER'S  CHOIR. 

a  AND  or  H.M.  IRISH  GUARDS. 

(By  kind  pcrmLssion  of  Colonel  R.  J.  Ooopeh.  M.  V.  O.  i 

CONDUCTORS— 
Mr.  WILLIAM  CARTER.      Mr.  F.  A.  SEWELL. 
Mr.  E.  PARLOVITZ.        Mr.  HAROLD  HOWELL. 
Mr.  C.  H.  HASSELL. 


TICatRTS-Bo.Kes.  ftrand  Tier  il28eat8),  Three  Guineas  ; 
Loggia  (8  seatsi,  Two  Guineas  ;  Second  Tier  |5  seals).  One 
fJuinea;  Ampbitbeatre  Stalls.  58.  ;  Arena,  48. ;  Central 
B-Ucony,  3s.  ;  Side  Balcony,  28.  6d.  ;  all  Numbered.and 
Reserved.  .  Upper  Orchestra  (unnumbered).  2«. 
Admission  to  Oallerv.  ONE  SHILLTNfi. 


Cast  yonr  Eye  on  this! 

On  receipt  o(  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES, 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  as.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 

WORLD'WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powers 

— having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle, 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 

WHITE  BROTHERS 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufaetupers, 
OMAOH,  IRELAND. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 

President— ^IR  EDWARD  BIRKBBCK,  BiRT. 

Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  Mebtinqs  go  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  4,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don, at  8  p.m.  For  information,  apply  at  th8 
Sooietv's  Offices  at  the  samo  address. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Preeidant— LORD  GEORGE  HAMILTON. 
Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C.,  at  8  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  Waters 
at  Cheshara.  and  extensive  Coarse  Fishing 
Waters  at  Kelvedon,  Essex.  There  is  a  valuable 
Reference  Library  at  the  disposal  of  members. 
—For  information,  apply  to  the  Seorbtary. 


Blenheim  Anoling  Society. 

This  Society  rents,  for  the  use  of  its  members, 
about  8  miles  of  water  from  Rickmanswortti  to 
near  Denham,  Uxbridge  (including  the  Hare- 
field  Valley  Fishery).  Re-stocked  with  about 
7000  coarse  fish.  Country  headquarters,  Fish- 
eries Hotel,  Harefleld.  Nearest  stations  Denham 
aud  Rickmansworth.  Meetings  each  Wednes- 
day at  8.30  p.m.  and  particulars  of  Secretary 
at  Pelican  Hotel,  Ail  Saints'  Rjad,  Westbourne 
Park  W 


H.  JOHNSON,  Gut  Merchant. 

Send  1/-  for  3  SAMPLE  CASTS,  3  yards  each, 
tapered,  fine,  medium,  and  strong,  and  see 
Quality. 

BEST  SELECTED  DRAWN   GUT,  3,  i,  and  6x, 

13  in.,  2/6  ;  15  in.,  3/- ;  18  in.,  4/-  per  100. 
BEST  UNDRAWN  GUT,  2x,  fine,  16  in.,  2/6; 

18  in.,  3/- ;  20  in.,  3/6  per  100. 
GUT    CASTS,    FIRST    QUALITY,  1  yard,  1/4; 

2  yards,  2/6  ;  3  yards,  3/6  per  doz. 
BEST    SOLID    PLAITED    ROACH    LINES,  per 

100  yards,  1/6:  BARBEL,  2/-;  PIKE,  3/6. 
BEST    NOTTINGHAM    LOBS    AND    BAG,  3/4 

per  1,000.  THE  TRADE  SUPPLIED. 

155,  Waterway  Street,  Nottingham. 


y(ALMONfiSHIN(j 

^  Instruction 

by  cJ.eJ.HAROy 


■■^B  HOW  TO  BE  ,StlCCE5SFUL, 
Posi  free  \  HOW  TO  FLlEi,  / 

6'4     \  HOW  TO  UvSE  THEM  / 

ALNWICK.  \_  >^  f 


PEARS' 


Economy  is  a  watchword 
of  the  thrifty. 

That^s  one  reason  so 
many  prosperous  people 
use  Pears^  Soap.  There  s 
no  waste  about  it.  It  wears 
out,  of  course. 


Gn  sale  everywhere. 


I 
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letters  to  tbe  Ebitoi\ 

-  {-We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

I  "MR.  GEO.  M.  KELSON  TRACING  THE 
'HISTORY'  OF  SALMON  FLIES,"  ETC.,  AND 
R.  B.  M.'S  COMMENTS. 
Deab  ,  SrK, — The  joy  of  inarching  arm-in-arm 
with  you  through  nearly  four  columns  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  has  been  almost  more  than  I  could 
support. 

The  famous  march  of  the  French  and  English 
in  parallel  columns  in  the  Peninsular  War  was 
nothing  to  it.  I  thought  of  Virgil's  swains  counter- 
ing each  other  in  the  Eclogues  in  Amcebcean  strains  ; 
finally,  I  thought  of  David  and  Jonathan,  "in  their 
sentiments  they  were  lovely,  and  in  their  columns 
they  were  not  divided." 

However,  sentiment  must  give  place  to  business. 
You  are  still  inaccurate  about  what  you  say  as  to 
your  having  assisted  to  sell  my  book  by  your 
remarks. 

In  your  comments  of  Dec.  21,  1907,  you  say: — 
"I  remember  writing  a  chaffing  review  in  verse  of 
Mr.  K.'s  great  book,  entitled  the  S.F.,  whpn  it  came 
out  in  1895"  (you  see,  you  yourself  make  it  that 
date,  not  1 896,  as  you  subsequently  say ;  the  former 
is  correct).  "  I  was  reminded  of  it  by  a  note  I  had 
from  Mr.  K.  the  other  day,  in  which  he  said,  'I 
never  read  your  review  of  my  book,  but  it  sold  the 
edition.'  "  The  latter  italics  are  yours,  the  former 
mine. 

This  letter  now  appears  correctly  quoted  in  your 
last  editorial  of  March  7,  thus:  "  iriy  the  way,  I 
never  saw  what  you  said  in  the  paper  (the  italics  are 
mine)  about  my  book  ....  Whatever  your  remarks 
were,  they  were  the  means  of  a  lot  of  copies  being 
sold." 

This  letter  of  mine  did  not  refer  to  the  original 
.  review  of  my  book  in  1896,  but  to  something  that 
had  recently  been  said  by  you  in  your  paper  which 
I  did  not  hear  of  till  about  Christmas,  1906.  In  a 
letter  to  you  on  Jan.  25,  1908, 1  said  : — 

"I  was  anxious  to  show  you  that  I  was  not  un- 
mindful of  a  remark  you  made  not  long  since " 
(meaning  in  your  paper),  "which  resulted  in  the 
sale  of  two  of  my  books ;  but  I  said  nothing  what- 
ever of  your  1896  review  of  my  book." 

When  I  wrote  to  you  from  Vanner,  saying  that 
your  (recent)  remarks  had  sold  "  a  lot  of  copies,"  I 
spoke  rather  offhand — away  in  the  country,  without 
means  of  verifying  what  I  said.  I  subsequently 
checked  this  statement  in  town,  and  f  oimd  that  I 
could  only  trace  the  sale  of  two  to  this  recent 
remark.  The  correction  has  been  made  in  previous 
letters. 

You  cannot  fail  to  see  how  utterly  incompatible 
the  two  statements  are.  j 

Major  Traheme,  no  doubt  as  you  say,  may  have 
remained  on  friendly  terms  with  you.  That,  how- 
ever, would  not,  and  did  not,  prevent  his  having 
explicitly  told  me  that  he  was  very  much  annoyed 
with  the  tone  of  your  comments  on  my  book,  which 
were  the  only  unfair  and  ignorant  comments  out  of 
fifty-two  reviews. 

If  you  wish  to  know  why  Major  Traherne  was 
annoyed  at  your  posing  as  an  authority  on  salmon 
fishing,  as  1  told  you  la-t  week,  and  why  he 
.(Traherne),  after  inviting  you  once  would  not  have 
you  the  second  time,  and  postponed  indefinitely 
his  second  invitation  to  you — the  reason  was  that 
after  seeing  you  stand  and  cast,  or,  rather,  throw, 
a  2-0  Jock  Scott  in  trout  water — that  is,  water  where 
no  salmon  could  possibly  rest — he  was  disgusted 
that  a  hand,  so  incompetent  on  the  rod,  should 
attempt  to  wield  a  bunghng  pen  on  the  same 
subject,  as  though  from  the  chair  of  a  master. 

The  "friendly  terms"  on  which  you  were  with 
Major  T.  did  not,  I  assure  you,  prevent  him  from 
rating  your  salmon  angling  criticism  at  a  very  low 
level 

What  I  said  about  Malloch's  reel,  the  "  Sun  and 
Planet,"  being  "  the  only  perfect  reel  in  the  trade," 
does  not  affect  any  argument  concerning  "  striking 
from  the  winch."  His  reel  was  intended  for  one 
purpose,  mine  for  another. 

In  my  last  letter  I  told  you  that  I  copied  neither 
the  illustrations  nor  the  letterpress  about  casting 
flies  in  my  book  from  the  pages  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  I  proved  it.  I  immediately  opposite  you 
say  again  I  copied  them. 

We  want  a  definition  of  the  word  "copy."  The 
information  was  entirely  mine.  It  appeared  in  your 
columns  in  one  way,  in  my  book  in  another. 
-Naturally  there  was  some  resemblance,  as  the 
methods  of  casting  were  the  same,  but  since  the 
illustrations  were  not  done  in  the  same  way,  and 
the  letterpress  differed,  where  does  the  "copy" 
come  in  ?  ,  ,  . 

What  can  you  possibly  mean  by  sayin?  of  your 
editorial  statement  in  Fishing  Gazette,  March  8,  1884, 
beginning,  "We  have  much  pleasin-e  in  stating  that 


Mr.  K.  has  promised  to  give  us  descriptions  of  the 
Standard  Patterns  of  Salmon  Flies,"  etc.,  and 
signed  Ed.,  that  "  the  whole  original  statement  was 
his  " — that  is,  mine  ! 

Do  you  really  mean  to  say  that  I  wrote  this 
paragraph  about  myself  and  signed  it  Ed.  ? 

Did  you  allow  me  to  write  things  about  myself, 
and  cover  myself  yards  deep  in  butter,  and  then 
put  your  signature  to  my  remarks  ? 

Do  I  dream  ?  Are  there  visions  about  ?  Was  I 
editor  then  or  were  you  ? 

You  have  deigned  to  apply  the  word  "im- 
pertinent" to  my  statements.  The  derivation  of 
the  word  "impertinent "  is  "that  which  is  not  to 
the  point." 

-  By  this  time  your  readers  will  be  able  to  put  the 
epithet  on  the  right  shoulders— those  of  the  man 
who  has  been  a  practical  fly  fisherman  all  his  long 
life,  who  has  invented  flies  and  studied  at  the  bank- 
side  the  habits  of  the  fish  under  all  conditions  of 
weather,  etc.,  or  those  of  the  man  who  throws  a 
2-0  Jock  Scott  into  "trout  water,"  and  then  goes 
back  to  a  leather-bottomed  chair  and  evolves  his 
criticism  (like  the  German)  from  his  inner  con- 
sciousness.— Yours,  "rather  warm  but  not  at  all 
astonished,"  Geo.  M.  Kelson 

[I  have  been  far  too  busy  to  look  up  lette  r  from 
my  old  friend  Major  Traherne.    It  will  be  seen  that 
Mr.  Kelson,  being  unable  to  answer  my  criticisms, 
quotes  the  asserted  statements  to  him  of  a  dead 
man.    On  the  only  occasion  I  ever  fished  with 
Major  Traherne — on  some  water  he  had  then  at 
Banchory  on  the  Dee — he  was  with  me  pointing  out 
the  casts.    I  had  up  to  then — a  quarter  of  a  century 
ago — done  very  little  salmon  fishing;  but  I  had 
done  enough  to  know  a  little  more  than  Mr. 
Kelson    pretends    I    did.     The    chance    of  a 
fish  was  hopeless.  Major  Traherne  told  me  that  a 
kelt  in  the  slack  water  was  about  the  on  y  thing  we 
should  come  across,  and  quite  possibly  I  tried  for 
one — anyway,  I  believe  I  got  one,  and  that  the 
major  lifted  it  out  by  the  tail.    He  knew  I  did  not 
pretend  to  much  knowledge  of  salmon  fishing,  and 
I  simply  refuse  to  believe  he  made  the  remark  Mr. 
K.  quotes — he  was  not  that  sort.    It  appears  now 
that  Mr.  K.  no  longer  insinuates  that  /  had  received 
a  second  invitation  to  fish  with  Major  Traherne  and 
that  he  had  cancelled  it  because  of  my  review  of 
Mr.  Kelson's  book  !    And  yet  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  March  7  Mr.  Kelson  says  that  because  of  my 
review  of  Mr.  K.'s  book  in  1896,  "Major  Traherne 
declined  to  allow  you  to  take  part  in  a  second 
fishing  expedition  with  him  and  me  after  having 
arranged  to  do  so."    Now  he  says  it  was  because  I, 
a  dozen  years  before  or  more,  when  fishing  on  a 
hopeless  day,  innocently  cast  a  salmon  fly  into 
"  trout   water."     Mr.    Kelson's    book    did  not 
appear  for  a  dozen  years  after.     I  never  have 
posed  as  an  authority  on  salmon  fishing — it  does 
not  require  an  authority  to  point  out  Mr.  Kelson's 
blunder?;  and  Mr.  K.,  not  being  able  to  answer 
them,  invents  these  stories  to  try  to  make  out  I 
am  only  an  armchair  critic,  because  of  some  imagi- 
nary false  "  throw  "  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago  ! 
I  suppose  even  the  mirror  of  salmon  anglers,  the 
great  G.  M.  K.,  was  not  born  with  all  hia  know- 
ledge.    I  told  Major  Traherne  when  I  met  him 
that    I    had  had  far  more  trout  than  salmon 
fishing,  and  asked  him  kindly  to  coach  me,  and  very 
kindly  he  did  so.    As  regards  the  date  of  publica- 
tion of  Mr.  Kelson's  book,  although  it  has  1 895  on 
the  title-page,  which  misled  me  at  first,  I  have 
since  found  it  was  not  published  imtil  March,  1896 
— I  believe  Mr.  K.  himself  told  me  it  had  been 
delayed.    The  date  given  in  the  English  Catalogue 
of  Books  is  March,  1896,  and  I   will   back  that 
against  Mr.  K.'s  memory  or  mine.    It  was,  of 
cou  se,   on  Mr.  Kelson's  own  authority  that  I 
stated  he  was  going  to  describe   the  standard 
salmon  flies  and  had    got    the    dressings,  etc. 
He  told  me  he  had  them — how   else    could  I 
have  known  ?    He  I'aUs  to  answer  my  criticisms 
as  to  his  claims  to  have  invented  flies  and  things 
which  I  have  proved  he  did  not  invent,  and  so  he 
tries  to  ridicule  my  CiUalification  as  a  fisherman  by 
telling — well,  let  us  say  "an  exaggeration"  of  an 
incident  a  quarter  of  a  century  old,  if  it  ever 
occurred.    I  have  unfortimately  not  had  so  much 
leisure  lor  salmon  angling  as  I  should  like,  or  as 
Mr.    Kelson  has  had ;  but  since  I  fished  with 
Major    Traherne  I  have  killed  salmon  with  the 
fly  in  many  a  good  salmon    river,  and  though 
never  claiming  to  be  an   expert    have  by  in- 
competent  bungling,  as  Mr.   Kelson  would  call 
it,  killed  my  two  and  three  and  more  fish  a  day.  I 
had  the  good  fortune  to  get  six  clean  fish  besides 
kelts  one  day  (wading  and  casting,  or  "  throwing," 
as  Mr.  K.  would  say),  and  as  I  was  not  using  his 
patent  lever  reel,  I  had  grand  sport — they  did  not 
come  in  without  "a  kick  or  a  struggle,"  as  he  says 
so  many  of  his  salmon  do — poor  beggars  ! — mes- 
merised by  G.  M.  K.    Well,  he  never  mesmeri.-ed 
me.— R.  B.  M.] 


TROUT-FISHING  IN  NORWAY. 
Dbab  Sib, — I  fear  your  correspondent  will  be 
disappointed  with  the  trout-fishing  at  either  Voss, 
Vinje,  or  Stalheim.  Some  years  ago  the  lakes  and 
rivers  afforded  very  good  sport,  but  it  is  entirely  a 
thing  of  the  past.  The  neighbourhood  of  big  hotels 
is  seldom  conducive  to  sport,  and  during  the  season 
the  Polytechnic,  Cook,  and  Matheson  send  a  couple 
of  hundred  cheap  trippers  every  week  through  to 
V^oss,  Stalheim,  and  Naerodal.  The  natives  make  a 
good  thing  by  supplying  the  trout  to  feed  the 
hungry  crowd,  with  the  result  the  local  rivers  and 
lakes  are  almost  depleted. 

Around  the  Lone  Vand  and  the  Vangs  Vand  I 
have  often  seen  when  strolling  along  the  road  as 
many  as  fifty  rough-hewn  hazel  rods  placed  at 
mtervals  with  a  big  rock  fixed  on  the  butt,  each 
rod  baited  with  the  Norwegian's  usual  bait,  a 
bunch  of  worms.  The  natives  collect  the  catch 
twice  a  day. 

The  same  strictures  apply  more  or  less  to  most  of 
the  tourist  resorts  of  the  Inner  Haidanger,  Eide, 
Ulvik  Vik,  and  Odde,  and  the  "  higher  up  "  and' 
the  further  away  your  correspondent  is  able  to  get 
from  these  places  the  more  the  sport  improves. 
This  means  getting  away  from  the  haunts  of  men 
and  roughing  it  at  some  lonely  saeter  or  camping 

After  doing  the  Naerodal  and  Stalheim,  if  your 
correspondent  on  his  rettun  to  Voss  will  take  the 
road  to  Joral  and  Rogn,  some  eight  or  ten  miles 
south  of  Voss,  leading  up  to  the  wild  mountain 
region  immediately  above  the  Haidanger  Fjord,  he 
will  find  some  good  trout-fishing.    The  Store  Vand 
and  Kolset  Vand,  under  the  steep  rocks  and  snow- 
capped summit  of  Kalle  Nut,  aboimds  in  good- 
sized  trout.    Half  a  mile  south  of  the  Kolset  Vand 
18  the  Bolsegro  Vand,  with  a  saeter,  where  the 
hospitable  natives  would  always  put  up  a  respect- 
able angler.    The  fare  is,  however,  plain  and  rough, 
and  it  would  be  wise  to  take  some  canned  pro- 
visions.   These  lakes  contain  some  good  trout  from 
Jib,  to  IJlb.,  and  if  your  correspondent  requires  a 
change  of  venue,  he  can  climb  up  the  east  side  of 
the  valley  at  either  Joral  or  Rogn,  and  find  five 
more  lakes  on  the  high  vidde  above  Eide  and  the 
Graven  lake,  after  which  he  can  scramble  down  to 
Eide,  where  there  is  a  good  hotel,  and  he  can  then 
enjoy  a  good  meal  and  recoup  after  a  week  or  ten 
days'  roughing  it  amidst  wild,  grand  scenery  and 
bracing  mountain  air.    The  river  fiowing  into  the 
fjord  at  Eide  from  the  Graven  Vand  is  famous  for 
its  salmon,  and  sometimes  it  is  not  let,  when  fishing 
can  be  had  by  arrangement  with  the  hotel.  There 
are  also  some  good  sea-trout  after  a  spate,  and  good 
sport  can  be  had  in  spite  of  the  numerous  traps. 

The  steamers  call  at  Eide  for  Odde  and  Bergen. 
Odde  is  beautifully  situated,  and  worth  a  visit  if 
only  to  climb  up  to  the  Ringdals  Vand  and  see  the 
Shaggedals  Fois  and  Tysse  Stryngs,  the  two  finest 
falls  m  Norway  ;  this  occupies  a  day's  journey  from 
Odde,  chmbing  up  to  Haidanger  Vidde,  and  afford- 
ing superb  views  of  the  Folgefonde  snow  fjeld 
The  Haidanger  Vidde  is  a  wild  district,  thickly 
sprinkled  with  lakes  and  streams,  all  affording  good 
sport,  and  occasionally  a  friendly  saeter  is  con- 
venient, but  more  often  camping  out  is  necessary, 
and  the  wild  grandeur  and  solitude  are  very  imprest 
sive  and  depressing  on  some  temperaments,  there- 
fore it  is  always  well  to  have  a  companion  fond  of 
sport  and  wild  scenery,  and  not  above  roughing  it. 

All  Scotch  loch  flies  are  suitable  for  Norway,  and 
a  Devon  minnow  often  takes  the  biggest  fish. 

With  reference  to  his  other  inquiry,  by  "  Zaerdal  " 
I  take  it  he  means  Laerdqlsoren.  I  fear  he  will  be 
unable  to  do  justice  to  such  a  wide  area.  The 
salmon  fishing  is  very  good,  but  it  is  all  let,  and 
most  of  its  800  inhabitants  are  nearly  all  fond  of 
trout-fishing,  and  the  remainder  are  poachers,  so  it 
is  not  of  much  account,  unless  he  gets  away  amongst 
the  lakes  east  of  the  Aarlands  Vand,  It  is  ^hut  in 
on  the  north  by  the  Sogne  and  Lyster  Fjords,  and 
the  streams  coming  down  from  the  Joslidelsbrae 
and  Jotunheim  are  all  thick  and  milky  with  glacial 
matter.  It  is  a  beautiful  district  for  climbing  and 
glacier  excursions. 

There  are  few  better  districts  than  Sondemore  for 
trout-fishing,  and  east  of  Merok,  right  up  to  Oie  on 
the  Jorund  Fjord,  there  are  hundreds  of  lakes  all 
teeming  with  trout. 

I  remember  being  at  Oie  for  climbing  some  j'ears 
ago  and  found  a  dark,  gloomy  lake,  one  of  a  chain 
of  tluree,  almost  beneath  the  snow-capped  summit 
of  the  Skrauen,  with  the  walls  of  rock  rising  sheer 
out  of  the  gloomy  lake.  Jly  stock  of  flies  were 
the  worse  for  wear,  and  were  replaced  by  rough, 
1  ome-tied  specimens.  It  is  no  exagj  oration  to  say 
that  at  every  cast  I  rose  a  trout,  and  at  the  end  of  two 
hours  I  had  thirty- three  trout  from  Jib.  to  21b., 
and  if  I  had  had  proper  tackle  and  my  own  split- 
cane,  I  could  liave  filled  the  boat. 

Oie  is  a  beautifully  quiet  place  for  a  peaceful 
holiday.    Slogen  Rana,  Skrauen,  and  the  peaks  of 
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Trandal  and  Urke  give  a  beauty  to  the  scene,  and 
have  attracted  many  well-known  cUmbers,  amongst 
whom  are  Cecil  Shngsby,  Hastings,  Dr.  Norman 
Colley,  ]VIrs.  Aubrey  le  Blond,  while  the  lakes  and 
streams  around  Oie  and  Bjerke,  some  of  wliich 
necessitate  a  good  climb,  are  teeming  with  trout, 
and  aliord  under  favourable  conditions  excellent 
sport.  It  is  also  my  pleasure  to  record  that  the 
natives  and  iimkeepers  at  Oie  and  Bjerke  are  kind 
and  hospitable,  and  have  not  been  spoiled  by  cheap 
trippers  and  American  dollars. — Yours  faithfully, 
J.  F.  Cabkuthebs  Bell. 


SALMON  FLY  DRESSING. 
Dear  Sib, — With  regard  to  the  present  con- 
troversy in  your  columns  touching  the  subject  of 
mixed  wings  for  salmon  flies,  my  earliest  lessons  in 
fly-tying  were  from  my  father  at  Aboyne  about  the 
year  1876.  Before  I  tied  complete  flies  I  used  to 
prepare  his  material,  and  in  so  doing  arranged  the 
wing  mixtures  of  "gaudy"  flies  (as  we  used  to 
name  the  more  showy  mixed-wing  patterns)  in 
'rights"  and  *' lett3,"iand  wedded  together  such 
parts  as  would  unita,  so  as  to  tie  on  in  arranged 
masses. 

^  I  never  knew  of  my  father  having  learnt  this  of 
anyone.  In  these  days  many  keepers  and  local 
anglers  made  their  own  flies,  as  my  father  and 
uncles  did.  Perhaps  the  commonest  "tail"  then 
in  uiO  for  Dee  dressings  was  the  red  breast-feather 
of  the  golden  pheasant. 

In  1881  I  went  to  tie  flies  for  Mr.  Bernard,  of 
Church-place,  Piccadilly,  and  I  well  remember  the 
Black  Dose  being  the  first  pattern  I  tied  in  his 
service.  Mr.  Bernard  was  then  an  old  man,  and  a 
first-rate  fly-tier,  and  I  young  with  much  to  learn. 
He  spent  a  good  space  of  time  daily  with  me,  and 
taught  me  better  ways  to  do  many  things  in  the  art. 
He,  too,  arranged  his  parts  of  a  mixed  wing  in 
clumps  before  tying  on,  but,  rather  to  my  dismay 
at  first,  as  soon  as  the  tying  on  had  been  secured, 
he  proceeded  to  break  up  the  mass  with  thumb  and 

forefinger.  ,     .      t       r  .lv. 

Although  from  a  fisherman  s  view  I  prefer  the 
well  broken  up  wing  as  typified  in  Irish  dressings, 
the  system  of  wedding  the  parts  is  very  convenient, 
and  I  have  so  developed  it  of  my  own  initiative 
that  the  arrangement  of  wing  in  my  stock  flies  is 
absolutely  regular,  and  but  for  the  fact  that  certain 
kinds  of  feathers  vary  considerably  in  thickness  of 
fibre,  it  would  be  an  easy  matter  to  regulate  to  a 
fibre  all  this  part  of  the  mixed  wing. 

For  a  great  many  years  my  custom  has  been  to 
make  up  stock  of  these  built,  or  wedded,  parts  for 
my  stock  files,  and  have  them  ready  at  hand  when 
wanted  in  paper  folders  containing  an  equal  number 
of  "rights"  and  "lefts"  of  one  size,  from  the 
smallest  to  the  largest.  For  amateur  fly-tiers  this 
is  highly  convenient,  as  it  saves  them  much  fin- 
nicking  detail  and  buying  and  preserving  a  lot  of 
material  they  are  not  likely  to  make  use  of.  I 
occasionally  supply  customers  with  these,  and  were 
it  known  they,  could  be  had  in  this  form  there 
would  doubtless  be  a  considerable  sale  for  them, — 
Yours  truly,  James  Habpeb. 

150,  Union-street,  Aberdeen. 


TROUT-FISHING  NEAR  MANCHESTER,  ETC. 

Deab  Sib,— Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
supply  me  through  the  medium  of  your  paper  with 
any  information  as  to  trout-fishing  within  easy 
reach  of  Manchester  ?  Further,  any  information  as 
to  a  good  centre  for  fishing  the  Rivers  Kent  and 
Bela  would  be  very  welcome.  Is  it  necessary  to  be 
a  member  of  an  association  in  order  to  fish  these 
streams  ?— Yours  truly,  Novice. 


BE  OUSE  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Deab  Sib, — I  was  pleased  to  see  "Piscator's" 
letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Feb.  29.  He  is  quite 
right  as  regards  improving  the  stock  of  general  fish 
by  putting  in  some  good-class  roach,  bream,  and 
carp— not  jack,  for  there  are  plenty  of  them.  I 
hope  the  O.A.P.S.  will  soon  see  the  folly  of  their 
wavs,  and  try  to  do  something  which  will  be  more 
good 'both  to  the  river  and  to  anglers  in  general. — 
Yours  truly,  A  Local  Angleb. 

p,S.  Since  writing  this  I  hear  they  have  put  in 

i  ome  amall  roach.  These  are  very  well  in  a  way, 
but  what  splendid  food  for  the  small  jack  turned 
in  recently  1 

THE  23LB.  TROUT. 
Deab  Sib,— It  is  a  pity  Mr.  Heslop  is  not  at 
liberty  to  tell  us  a  little  more  concernmg  the  231b. 
trout  caught  in  Norfolk  a  few  weeks  ago.  Such  a 
fish  is  worth  more  than  a  paragraph  recording  how 
it  was  netted  and  halved  between  the  parson  and 
ihe  Bquire.    It  is  not  quiU  a  record  for  an  English 


trout,  as  the  Avon  at  Salisbury  once  produced  one 
of  251b.,  and  I  have  records  of  just  a  few  others ; 
but  a  real  brown  trout  of  over  20ib.  is  such  a  rarity 
that  every  scrap  of  information  concerning  it  would 
be  read  with  deep  interest  by  every  angler  who  sees 
a  copy  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  Cannot  Mr.  Heslop 
be  persuaded  to  liit  the  veil  and  tell  us  all  he 
knows  ? — Yours  truly,  E.  Phillips. 

Lancaster. 


DO  SALMON  FEED  IN  FRESH  WATER? 

Deab  Sib, — While  pike  fishing  on  March  2  in  the 
Breamore  section  of  the  Salisbury  Avon,  with  W. 
Parker  (who  looks  after  that  portion  of  the  river),  I 
had  an  experience  which  muy  interest  those  who 
frequently  debate  whether  salmon  feed  in  fresh 
water. 

Among  the  "  bag "  was  a  71b.  salmon,  which 
tooK  a  large  dace  on  snap  tackle.  It  was  in  poor 
condition,  and  would  probably  have  weighed  12lb. 
or  more  if  iresh-run.  The  fish  was  one  of  a  pair, 
which  had  not  returned  alter  spawning,  and  we 
located  it  back  with  its  mate  the  next  day,  and 
apparently  none  the  woise  for  its  short  sojourn  on 
land. 

The  appearance  of  the  fish  suggested  that  it  had 
not  fed  for  a  long  time,  wliile  1  particularly  noted 
that  it  made  no  attempt  to  turn  the  bait. 

1  only  had  one  good  pike  (15lb.),  which  I  hooked 
(spinning)  and  lost  (through  being  alone  and  only 
liaving  a  net  ready),  but  got  the  following  day. — 
Yours  truly,  Alfeed  B.  Geobge. 

BOYS'  FISHING  HOLIDAYS. 

Deab  Sib, — Easter  this  year  comes  late  enough 
to  ensure  some  trout-nshing.  Ireland,  of  course, 
gives  the  best  chances  lor  boys  finding  trout. 
Kiver  fishing  ^wading)  is  far  more  instructive  and 
agreeable  than  loch  nshing  from  a  boat.  Anywhere 
by  the  Shannon  is  best,  as  there  both  loch  and 
rivers  are  available.  Boyle,  Banagher,  K.ilialoe, 
or  Castleconnell  axe  all  good  places.  At  the  two 
first-named  the  expenses  only  mean  a  man  and 
boat.  At  the  two  latter  places  trout-fishing  can  be 
obtained  at  moderate  cost  if  staying  at  Enright's 
Hotel  or  Grace's.  On  the  Shannon  one  has  the 
variety  of  tishing  alternately  from  the  bank  and 
the  boat.  Next  would  come  the  Tweed  as  an 
excellent  centre  lor  trout-fishing — Kelso  or  Peebles 
lor  choice,  wading  necessary. 

liut  perhaps  the  best  place  for  your  corre- 
spondent's two  boys  would  be  the  stretch  of  water 
on  the  Welsh  Dee  between  Carrog  and  Berwyn, 
near  Llangollen.  The  ticket  is  10s.  a  week,  and  it 
is  well  worth  it.  Either  stay  ,at  the  Hand  Hotel, 
Llangollen,  and  go  up  in  the  morning  by  train  to 
Carrog  or  Glyndyfrdwy  and  fish  down  stream  home, 
or  stay  at  Carrog  or  Glyndyfrdwy,  where  there  ai-e 
excellent  lodgings.  The  scenery  is  most  lovely,  and 
the  river  a  typical  trout  river.  There  are  plenty  of 
open  places,  and  only  occasional  dimcult  places  to 
tish.  Waders  (not  trousers)  are  necessary  to  get 
good  sport. 

The  Sutherland  lakes  all  fiah  well,  of  course,  and 
For tingal,  on  Glen  Lyon,  Upper  Tay,  can  also  be 
strongly  recommended.  I  speak  from  practical  ex- 
perience of  most  of  the  above  places. — ^Yours  truly, 

March,  1908.  Patbb  Familias. 


DRESSING  LINES. 
Deab  Sib, — I  have  been  considerably  interested 
by  thj  variotis  notes  re  fine  dressings  which  have 
appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  lately,  Mr.  H.  P. 
Wells,  in"Fly  Rods  and  Fly  Tackle,"  pp.  59-63,  gives 
what  is  to  my  mind  a  valuable  sugge.^tion  for  a  line 
dressing— that  is,  celluloid  dissolved  in  acetone  and 
diluted  with  castor-oil.  I  should  very  much  Uke  to 
know  if  any  of  your  reader^  have  tried  this  mixture, 
and  with  what  result;  also  where  these  materials 
of  a  quality  suitable  for  the  purpose  can  be  obtained, 
and  the  manner  of  using  them.  I  am  sorry  you 
have  found  it  necessary  to  discontinue  the  articles 
on  rod-making  from  Forest  and  Stream.— Yoxjib 
truly,  Geo.  Dawson. 

BADGERS,  HERONS,  AND  PATERNOSTERS. 

Deab  Sib, — In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  "7, 
in  an  article  named  "  An  Angler's  Nature  Gleanings," 
your  correspondent  writes  of  the  badger  as  being 
"unknown  as  a  wild  animal  in  the  British  Isles." 
The  badger  is  certainly  not  unknown  as  a  British 
wild  animal — on  the  contrary,  in  some  parts  of  the 
country  it  might  almost  be  called  common.  They 
are  to  be  found  in  practically  every  county  in 
England,  but  owing  to  their  nocturnal  habits  and 
great  shyness  they  are  very  rarely  seen.  Last 
summer  1  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  two  wild  half- 
grown  badger  cubs  in  a  part  of  Kent  not  more  than 
sixteen  miles  from  St.  Paul's. 

In  the  same  article  he  speaks  of  the  heron  as 
being  a  great  destroyer  of  youngj  fish.   My  own 


experience  as  an  angler  and  nature  lover  convinces 
me  that  the  heron  is  not  half  so  black  as  he  is 
painted.  Most  people  quite  overlook  the  good 
which  they  do  in  destroying  eels  and  water-voles, 
and  I  should  say  that  their  food  consists  to  a  great 
extent  of  these  and  frogs,  besides  which  the  bird 
is  so  interesting  that  every  true  lover  of  wild  life 
must  regret  their  destruction,  unless  they  happen 
to  be  present  in  sufficient  numbers  to  constitute 
a  pest.  I 

Vicomte  Henri  de  France  is  quite  correct  in  his 
explanation  of  the  origin  of  the  name  "  paternoster  " 
as  applied  to  fishing  tackle.  I  have  the  remains  of 
a  very  ancient  perch  paternoster  in  my  possession 
which  has  each  hook  link  attached  to  a  large  bone 
bead. — Yours  truly,  Wessex. 

[I  quite  agree  with  the  remarks  of  "  Wessex  "  as 
to  the  heron  being  an  interesting  bird,  but  I  know 
many  cases  where  trout  streams  have  been  ruined 
by  them,  and  they  play  havoc  on  fish  farms.  If 
anybody  shoots  an  old  male  bird,  and  does  not 
want  the  black  feathers  which  hang  down  from  the 
breast,  I  would  be  grateful  for  some.  I  had  no  idea 
that  badgers  are  still  common  in  some  parts  of  the 
country.  I  have  fished,  I  think,  in  most  of  our 
English  counties,  and  never  saw  one.  Perch  pater- 
nosters used  to  be  made  with  the  bead  in  order  to 
make  the  short  length  of  bristle,  on  which  the  hook 
was  whipped,  stand  out  well  at  right  angles.  The 
bristle  or  bit  of  stout  gut  was  secured  in  a  groove 
round  the  outside  [of  the  bead,  which  had  a  hole 
through  it  to  string  it  on  to  the  gut  line. — Ed.] 


LONGEVITY  OF  FISH  OUT  OF  WATER,  ETC. 

Deab  Sib, — With  reference  to  your  corre- 
spondent's interesting  account  in  your  issue  of 
March  7  of  the  length  of  time  a  pike  lived  after 
capture,  a  similar  case  of  a  carp  was  given  in  the 
Field  many  years  ago,  but  in  this  case  the  writer, 
after  stating  the  number  of  hours  the  carp  lived 
after  it  was  taken  from  the  water,  finished  up  by 
saying,  it  then  opened  and  shut  its  eyes,  which  of 
course  is  absurd,  as  fish  have  no  eyelids. 

I  cannot  help  thinking  your  correspondent  is 
under  a  similar  misapprehension  when  he  says  the 
pike  "  was  rolling  one  of  his  eyes  backwards  and 
forwards."  I  have  caught  many  fish  in  my  time, 
but  never  saw  one  perform  the  feat,  and  have  always 
been  under  the  impression  that  fish  were  incapable 
of  moving  their  eyes. — Yours  truly,  W.  D. 

[Some  fish  do  have  lids  to  their  eyes,  and  I  feel 
sure  some  can  move  their  eyeballs — but  not  carp  or 
pike,  or  fresh-water  fish  generally, — Ed.] 


ACUTE  RHEUMATISM. 

Deab  Sib, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  inform  me  the  best  place  to  go  on  the 
Continent  for  treatment'of  this  painful  complaint, 
which  took  me  for  first  time  in  life  about  two  months 
ago.  For  some  weeks  I  could  get  no  sleep  at 
nights,  with  pains  in  the  left  thigh  and  leg  (neuritis). 
I  have  been  physicked  by  local  doctors,  and  stayed 
a  week  at  a  fine  hydro  ki  Devon,  where  I  derived 
much  benefit  from  Turkish  baths  and  massage,  but 
the  pains  in  a  subdued  form  still  exist,  and  I  am 
told  that  a  course  of  medicinal  waters  at  one  of  the 
Continental  spas,  either  ia  France  or  Germany, 
would  soon  put  me  right.  I  would  feel  extremely 
grateful  if  anyone  having  had  himself  practical 
experience  of  the  Continental  cure  could  advise  me 
where  to  go  and  who  to  write  to. — Yours  truly, 

Totnes,  S.  Devon.  J.  C. 

["  J.  C."  is  an  old  angling  friend,  and  if  any  reader 
can  help  him  from  personal  experience  I  hope  they 
will  kindly  do  so. — IJd.] 


IZAAK  WALTON'S  COAT  OF  ARMS. 

Deab  Sib, — Can  any  of  your  readers  inform  me 
if  Izaak  Walton  used  a  coat  of  arms,  and  if  so, 
where  could  I  obtain  a  copy  of  same  ? — Yours  truly, 

Norwich.  Walteb  J.  Pipeb. 

[Walton  with  a  coat  of  arms  I  No  ;  he  and  Cotton 
had  the  most  celebrated  monogram  in  the  angling 
world. — Ed.] 

TROUT-FISHING  IN  THE  LUNE. 

Deab  Sib, — I  should  be  glad  of  some  information 
of  trout-fishing  in  the  River  Lune.  I  should  be 
greatly  indebted  if  some  of  your  correspondents 
could  tell  me  of  some  good  stretches  open  to  day  or 
week-end  ticket-holders,  and  the  price  of  same. 
And  also  are  fly  and  worm  allowed,  or  is  it  fly- 
fishing only  ? 

I  understand  that  the  Lune  is  fairly  well  stocked 
with  coarse  fish  also,  and  I  should  be  glad  to  fish 
for  these  also  when  they  are  in  season. — Yours, 
truly,  Enqdibkb. 
(Several  letters  are  held  over.) 


I 
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Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
lackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  FiSHINO  GAZETTE 
St.  Dunstan  s  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 
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be  taken  of  such  communications. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Salmon  Fishing  in  Belgium. 

A  CORRESPONDENT,  Mr.  M.  B.  Mulligan,  in 
Brussels  kindly  sends  me  the  following  informa- 
tion : — 

_  "Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  yours  of  March  3, 
just  to  hand,  re  salmon  fishing. 

^  "  Fishing  opens  for  rod  and  line  on  the  third 
Sunday  of  this  month  in  the  Mouse  and  rivers 
running  into  same,  such  as  the  Lesse,  I'Ourthe, 
Semois,  etc.,  the  two  former  and  the  Meuse  being 
.the  best.  The  Lesse  is  private  fishing,  more  or 
less,  mostly  so  in  the  lower  reaches,  where  it  is 
difficult  to  get  a  rod  on  it.  There  are  a  good 
number  of  trout,  salmon  trout,  and  salmon  in  the 
three  rivers  named.  The  Meuse  would  be  a  pretty 
good  river  for  salmon  if  it  was  not  for  the  awful 
amount  of  netting  done  in  the  part  of  the 
river  which  flows  through  Holland,  and  from 
personal  experience,  having  been  over  the  ground 
(rather  Irish),  or,  rather,  water,  it  is  a  wonder  to 
me  so  many  salmon  find  a  way  to  escape  the 
netters,  who  are  legion  ;  but  here  there  is  not  very 
much  netting  done.  There  were  a  good  number  of 
salmon  got  last  year  on  the  I'Ourthe  where  it  joins 
the  Meuse.  I  myself  got  four  at  the  beginning  of 
the  season,  fish  of  51b.,  largest  191b.,  but  afterwards 
was  too  busy  to  get  among  them,  but  a  number  of 
my  Belgian  friends  enjoyed  fair  sport.  Unfor- 
tunately, they  (the  Belgian  Government)  made  a 
new  weir,  which  was  too  high  for  the  fish  to  get 
over,  except  during  an  extra  heavy  spate,  and  a 
nunaber  of  fish  came  to  an  inglorious  end  at  the 
hands  of  snatchers  and  poachers.  However,  by 
dint  of  the  fishing  clubs  and  others  writing  to 
the  papers,  and  generally  raising  Cain,  this  has 
now  been  changed,  and  a  fish-ladder  has  been 
put  m. 

"  You  must  not  imagine  that  the  salmon  fishing 
here  is  like  what  one  gets  in  England,  Scotland,  or 
the  old  country  where  the  most  distressful  folk 


live,  but  at  times  one  gets  a  few  fish  (salmon),  a 
good  lot  of  trout  and  pike.  The  latter  are  a  great 
nuisance  in  the  rivers  here,  as  regards  the  damage 
they  do,  but  give  good  sport.  By  the  way,  I  got 
two  salmon  (returned)  recently,  weight  61b. 
and  101b.,  fishing  in  the  Meuse  at  Anseremme, 
station  above  Dinant,  where  the  Lesse  joins  the 
Meuse,  and  free  fishing.  The  fish  were  got 
spinning  (the  fly  only  good  much  later  on,  and  it 
is  uncertain,  very)  a  small  dace  on  Hardy's  leaded 
'  Crocodile  '  spinner.  The  fish  were  both  in  fine 
condition,  and  fresh  from  the  sea,  and  came  up, 
no  doubt,  with  the  flood  four  days  previous.  It 
was  hard  to  have  to  return  them,  but  as  fishing 
was  not  open  one  must  set  a  good  example.  My 
man  was  much  disgusted  with  me,  and  now  must 
be  sure  all  Englishmen  are  mad  I 

"  During  the  close  season  for  coarse  fish — third 
Monday  in  March  inclusive  to  first  Sunday  in 
June  not  included— one  may  fish  for  salmon  on 
Sundays,  Mondays,  Wednesdays,  and  Fridays. 
One  may  have  a  gaff,  but  ?io  landing-net,  and 
except  on  Sundays  all  coarse  fish  must  be  returned. 
To  fish  for  salmon  during  the  week  the  licence  is 
10  francs,  but  for  Sunday  fishing  only,  with  one 
rod,  1  franc. 

"As  a  number  of  the  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  m&j^sh  in  this  country  on  or  about  Easter 
for  trout  they  had  better  make  sure  beforehand  if 
landing-net  can  be  used  in  private  waters  and  in 
free  fishing  where  boats  and  logs  cannot  be  floated 
(if  it  interests  you  further,  I  can  buy  and  send  you 
the  rules,  etc.),  as  if  used  in  the  larger  streams 
they  may  have  a  lot  of  trouble,  and  have  all  gear 
seized. 

"  For  the  opening  day  I  am  fishing  the  Lesse,  on 
one  of  the  private  beats  of  one  of  my  customers 
here.  I  have  already  seen  a  good  number  of 
salmon,  and  also  trout,  and  will  give  you  a  report, 
if  of  interest.  I  wish  you  and  the  Fishing 
Gazette  all  good  fortune,  and  yourself  a  tight  line." 

The  Sunless  (or  Unsunned)  Feather, 

"  Dear  Marston,— I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand 
your  note  on  p.  189  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
March  14.  Your  quotation  from  Ronalds  seems 
to  justify  me  entirely.  There  were  two  points  in 
my  letter:  (1)  that  the  feather  referred  to  was 
not — as  one  might  have  supposed  from  your  note 
of  March  7 — a  feather  from  the  underwing  of  any 
starling,  but  a  feather  (primary  or  secondary,  Men 
entendu)  from  the  wing  of  a  nestling  bird;  (2) 
that  the  term  '  unsunned  '  is  more  correct  than 
'  sunless.'  You  may  be  right  in  thinking  that  the 
old  books  contain  the  term  '  sunless,'  but  that 
does  not  make  the  latter  term  the  more  correct. 
'  Unsunned  '  expresses  the  condition  of  the  feather 
exactly.  '  Sunless  '  may  be  intended  to  mean  the 
same  thing,  but  in  itself  it  is  meaningless.  I 
submit,  therefore,  that  my  letter  was  quite  correct. 
—Yours,  "Val  Conson." 

If  we  mean  the  same  thing  it  is  all  right !  I 
quoted  the  reference  to  the  "sunless  starling" 
from  some  old  book.  I  did  not  say  it  was  the 
wing  of  any  starling,  or  that  sunless  was  more 
correct  than  unsunned,  only  that  I  believed  the 
term  "  sunless  "  was  much  older  than  "unsunned." 
The  old  book  did  not  mention  the  age  of  the  bird, 
and  I  only  quoted  what  it  said.  The  book  was 
put  back  into  its  place  by  my  wife,  who  knows  I 
have  a  bad  habit  of  getting  books  out  and  "  never 
putting  them  in  their  places  again,"  and  I  cannot 
for  the  life  of  me  think  which  it  was,  but  I  can 
safely  say  the  word  "  sunless "  was  used  long 
before  Ronalds  used  "  unsunned." 


On  the  Management  of  Fisheries  for  Sport. 

The  following  suggestions  were  made  by  me  in 
reply  to  the  hon.  secretary  of  a  new  club  which  has 
acquired  a  sheet  of  water  of  several  acres,  which 
they  propose  to  stock  with  coarse  fish.  Many  of  my 
readers  must  know  instances  where  waters  of  the 
kind  have  afforded  good  sport  for  a  season  or  two 
and  then,  although  still  well  stocked,  have  become 
practically  useless  from  an  angling  point  of  view  :— 
"From  my  own  experience  of  lakes  Avhich  are 
fished  continuously  by  club  members  I  know  the 
fish  become  so  bait  shy  that  it  is  hardly  worth  the 
waste  of  time  to  fish  for  them.  I  put  this  do^vn  in 
great  measure  to  the  putting  back  of  undersized  fish. 
If  I  had  the  management  I  would  allow  no  fish  to 
be  put  babk— that  is,  directly.  I  would  have  all 
undersized  fish  placed  mto  store  ponds  and  fed,  and 
then  put  into  the  lake  when  they  were  over  the  limit 


— of  course,  it  may  be  impossible  for  you  to  do  this. 
I  would  even  try  making  a  store-pond  for  jack  and 
another  for  other  fish,  by  means  of  perforated  zinc 
sheets  placed  so  as  to  screen  oS  a  couple  of  bays  ; 
it  would  have  to  be  done  by  an  expert  to  be  sure 
that  the  posts  and  zinc  sheets  were  secure  in  every 
way,  so  no  fish  could  escape.  In  this  way  you  could 
keep  a  large  number  of  fish  in  a  small  space,  and  feed 
them  as  you  pleased.  Of  course,  you  would  have  to 
allow  for  rise  and  fall  of  the  water — rise,  anyway. 

"  I  feel  sure  that  this  plan  would  ensure  continued 
good  sport,  and  get  over  the  food  question  to  an 
extent — and  the  bait  shy  question  to  a  much  greater 
extent. 

"  You  could  always,  of  course,  add  young  stock 
from  outside  sources  as  well  as  those  caught ;  it  only 
means  members  would  use  a  keep-net,  and  at  end  of 
day  put  the  undersized  fish  into  the  store-ponds." 

That  Mysterious  Pike. 

Mr.  Alfred  Jardine,  whose  eighty-first  birthday 
will  be  next  Wednesday,  March  25,  writes  : — 

"  Mr.  A.  W.  Angerson's  challenge—'  to  forfeit  £20 
if  his  claim  to  having  caught  a  Z2^lh.  pike  is  dis- 
proved ' — is  said  to  have  been  accepted  by  Mr.  George 
Wathen,  of  Bristol  {see  Fishing  Gazette  of  Feb.  8, 
p.  104).  This  pike  has  increased  in  weight  to  .34Mb.  ; 
and,  according  to  Mr.  Angerson,  measured  51in.  in 
length,  and  31in.  in  girth.  These  quotations  of  size 
and  weight  do  not  accord  in  the  slightest  degree.  If 
the  measurements  given  are  reliable,  the  fish  would 
have  weighed  over  fifty  pounds.  My  .361b.  and  371b. 
'  record  pike  '  measured  46in.  and  46Jin.  in  length, 
and  25in.  to  25|in.  in  girth.  Their  heads  were  12in. 
and  12|in.  long." 

Mr.  Angerson's  pike  must  be  ruled  out  of  the 
records  entirely. 


A  Good  "  Finish  Up." 

On  the  last  day  of  the  season  Messrs.  M.  R.  L. 
White  and  R.  C.  Hardy  Corfe  had  a  bag  of  sixty 
pike  and  a  splendid  perch  of  3|-Ib.  in  the  Midlands. 
The  perch  took  a  dace  spun  on  an  Abbey  Mills 
flight,  and  is  the  third  heaviest  in  a  long  list  of  some 
thirty-six  specimen  fish  captured  spinning  by  the 
above  two  rods.  Two  perch  only  have  exceeded  it, 
one  of  41b.  lloz.,  and  a  second  of  41b.  loz.,  but  a 
goodly  number  have  been  within  a  few  ounces,  while 
every  fish  to  be  a  "  specimen  "  has  to  exceed  2ilb. 
It  would  almost  seem  as  if  the  best  way  to  secure  a 
perch  of  31b.  or  over  is  to  go  boldly  out  with  a  big 
dace  on  a  spinning  flight,  as  then  practically  nothing 
but  a  specimen  will  go  for  it.  'The  pike  also  were 
without  exception  all  taken  spinning. 

More  Fishing  Experiences  in  Thuringia. 

My  correspondent  continues  his  note  on  fishing 
in  Thuringia.  In  his  first  instalment  he  left  us 
laughing  at  that  German  landlord  who  claimed 
that  he  spoke  English,  but  could  only  say  "  Yes." 
Even  when  tested  with  the  question,  "  Are  you  a 

'  d  fool?"  he  immediately  replied,  "  Yes,  yes." 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — In  my  last  letter  to  you 
promised  to  write  and  tell  you  of  my  further 
experiences  in  Thuringia.    So  here  goes  : — 

"  My  first  advice  is,  don't  go  to  Lengsfeld ;  the 
fishing  is  not  worth  much  in  the  fiirst  place,  as 
below  the  village  there  is  a  large  factory,  and  half 
the  time  the  water  is  cut  off,  and  there  is  hardly 
enough  water  in  summer  to  hide  the  few  fish  there 
are.  I  won't  go  into  details  about  the  hotel,  only 
that  I  was  the  first  Englishman  that  ever  went 
there,  and  I  hope  the  last,  for  if  anyone  tries  it,  I 
feel  sure  they  will  be  disappointed,  although  I  hear 

that  Herr  H  has  taken  the  upper  water  for 

next  season.  This  is  much  better  but  small ;  there 
are  some  good  trout  and  better  grayling.  I  fished 
this  water  and  had  several  good  daj^s,  which  I 
will  tell  you  of  later.  Above  Lengsfeld  is  a  place 
called  Weilar,  and  above  there  some  five  or  six 
miles  of  water,  which  is  private,  and  belongs  to  a 
Mr.  Henderson,  who  stocks  it  regularly,  and  it 
simply  teems  with  trout.  There  is  also  a  pretty 
river  at  Geisa,  three  miles  of  which  I  took  for  one 
month  (August),  which  in  the  spring,  I  hear,  is 
very  good,  but  when  I  was  there  it  was  worthless. 
I  got  a  few  trout,  perhaps  sixty  in  all,  the  largest 
about  l^lb.  The  water  is  full  of  chub,  and  from 
what  I  could  see  there  were  very  few  trout,  although 
heard  that  in  the  early  part  of  the  season  there  are 
very  large  bags  made,  but  I  am  telling  you  of  my 
personal  experience.  I  stayed  at  Geisa  a  month, 
hoping  sport  would  improve,  as  they  told  me  that 
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there  was  a  certain  &y,  something  like  the  May 
Fly,  that  came  on  at  the  end  of  August.  The  fly 
is  called  the  '  Horrex  Fly.'  AVhen  this  was  on, 
the  fish  moved  to  some  purpose.  Needless  to  say, 
I  never  saw  the  fly,  and  consequently  had  no  sport. 

"  I  am  not  a  '  mug '  at  the  game,  and  have  fished 
all  my  life  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  dry  fly  and 
wet,  and  do  what  I  would  could  never  get  more 
than  half-a-dozen  fish  in  a  day,  but,  as  I  said 
before,  it  was  August— so  do  not  go  to  Geisa  in 
August.  I  longed  for  good  old  Devon,  where  I 
knew  I  could  get  some  fish  on  the  hottest  day  in 
summer  with  a  dry-fly,  and  good  fish,  too,  not  to 
mention  a  few  peal ;  but  I  was  in  Germany,  so  had 
to  make  the  best  of  it.  I  have  very  roughly  given 
you  a  brief  account  of  Lengsfeld  and  Geisa,  showing 
my  disappointment,  but  there  were  a  few  days 
which  brightened  the  picture,  which  I  will  try  to 
relate. 

"  Firstly,  an  account  of  a  day's  fishing,  and, 
lastly,  a  day's  shooting — I  am  sorry  to  say  the 
former  was  poaching.  It  happened  this  way.  I 
was  sick  of  trying  a  bit  of  water  which  belonged 
to  the  hotel  at  Lengsfeld — did  I  say  hotel  ?  Heaven 
help  me,  but,  nevertheless,  they  did  try  all  they 
could.  So  I  started  to  walk  up  stream,  and  having 
gone  a  mile  or  two  was  agreeably  surprised  to  find 
some  pretty  spots,  and  with  good  fish  rising, 
both  grayling  and  trout.  This  was  too  much  for 
me,  so  back  I  went  and  consulted  with  my  pal,  H. 
We  did  not  take  long  to  decide,  and  shortly  after- 
wards, armed  with  rods  and  tackle,  we  sallied  forth. 
To  this  day  I  have  not  found  out  who  the  fishing 
belonged  to,  and  as  no  one  interfered  with  us  we 
thought  it  all  right.  I  put  on  a  small  Red  Quill 
to  start  with,  and  with  my  second  cast  rose  and 
hooked  a  nice  little  fish  of  ^Ib.,  which  was  soon 
in  the  basket  (let  me  here  say  that  all  fish  are 
supposed  to  be  put  into  a  kind  of  flat  can  full  of 
water,  and  kept  alive,  but  to-day  fish  were  treated 
in  good  old  English  style),  H.,  who  was  about 
twenty  yards  in  front  of  me,  and  who  was  fishing 
with  a  small  Sedge,  was  landing  a  fish  at  the  same 
time.  I  then  went  up  and  jomed  him,  and  we 
walked  up  the  next  hundred  yards  or  so  together. 
The  stream  was  very  much  wooded  and  impossible 
to  fish,  but  between  the  bushes  we  saw  good  ones 
moving.  Soon  we  came  to  a  place  which  we  could 
not  leave.  There  were  four  or  five  grayling  all  on 
the  move,  but  quite  impossible  to  get  at.  Then 
we  had  a  consultation  of  war,  and  after  cutting 
down  a  branch  a  yard  or  so  below  the  fish,  which, 
by  the  same  token,  they  did  not  seem  to  mind  a 
bit,  we  then  proceeded  to  work.  Our  plan  of 
action  was  this  :  H.  was  to  hold  the  fly  and  I  the 
rod,  and  at  a  given  signal  was  to  let  go,  and  I  was 
to  try  and  somehow  cast  it  over  the  rising  fish. 
'Now,  amongst  them  was  a  grayling — the  biggest  I 
have  ever  seen — and  although  they  were  all  close 
together,  this  was  the  one  I  wanted  to  catch.  The 
first  attempt  was  a  failure ;  the  fly  did  not  go 
within  a  yard  of  them,  but  after  several  more 
attemx^ts  the  fly  pitched  about  a  foot  in  front  of 
the  big  chap's  nose,  sailed  down  beautifully,  and 
up  he  came,  looked  at  it,  and  let  it  pass.  Again 
he  was  tried  in  the  same  way,  but  he  would  not 
have  it,  although  a  smaller  fish  rose,  was  hooked, 
and  afterwards  landed. 

"  H.  then  took  the  rod  and  I  the  fly,  but  with 
no  result  except  catching  a  fish  about  half  a  pound. 
We  then  decided  to  give  our  big  friend  a  rest,  and 
smoked  a  pipe.  In  the  meantime  I  was  looking 
out  another  fly,  and  picked  out  a  huge  Red  Palmer. 
H.  laughed  and  suggested  sSmething  smaller,  but 
I  had  taken  a  fancy  to  that  Palmer,  and  try 
it  I  would.  We  tossed  up  who  would  take  the 
rod,  and  I  won,  and  so  at  it  again.  By  this  time 
we  had  got  quite  expert  at  this  novel  kind  of 
casting,  and  I  laugh  now  as  I  see  H.  lying  flat  on 
his  stomach  and  I  hanging  on  to  an  alder  bush 
with  one  hand,  leaning  over  the  water,  and  likely 
at  any  moment  to  fall  in.  But  to  our  fish — his 
days  were  numbered,  for  at  the  first  cast  up  he 
came.  The  big  Palmer  had  done  the  trick,  and  he 
went  up  stream,  then  down,  then  he  tried  some 
weeds,  but  I  held  him.  H.  was  handy  with  the 
net,  and  I  brought  the  fish  quite  close  to  the  bank. 
H.,  in  his  keenness  to  net  him,  stepped  on  another 
alder  branch  hanging  over  the  water,  and,  breaking 
it,  in  he  went,  fortunately  only  up  to  his  knees.  I 
was  quite  thankful  for  this  little  mishap,  as  I  do 
not  think  we  should  ever  have  got  our  fish,  for 
once  more  he  went  to  the  weeds,  and  this  time 
stayed  there.  So  H.  waded  further  in  and  managed 
to  poke  him  out,  but  he  was  now  beginning  to  tire. 


and  the  next  thing  I  knew  he  was  on  the  bank. 
You  never  saw  such  a  beauty,  and  although  early 
in  the  season  he  was  in  perfect  condition.  Now, 
Mr.  Editor,  we  had  no  spring-balance  to  weigh 
him,  and,  as  I  said  before,  we  were  poaching,  and 
did  not  want  to  bring  the  fish  back  so  as  to  let 
everyone  know  where  we  had  been,  as  below,  where 
we  had  the  right  to  fish,  there  were  very  few 
grayling,  and  small,  so  we  had  to  guess  the  weight. 
Now,  doubt  me  if  yoi;  like,  but  my  opinion  is, 
and  H.  can  bear  me  out,  that  fish  weighed  41b. 
We  cooked  him  by  the  side  of  the  river  at  lunch 
time,  where  we  were  joined  by  two  friends,  and 
jolly  good  eating  he  was. 

"  After  limch  fish  came  on  the  rise  better  than 
ever,  and  fishing  with  small  dry-flies  we  managed 
to  catch  between  us  over  forty  fish,  some  of  which 
we  kept,  but  the  greater  part  we  returned.  By 
the  by,  I  am  forgetting  another  funny  incident 
which  happened  the  same  day.  H.  had  gone  on 
ahead  of  me,  and  on  walking  up  stream  I  found 
him  very  busy  on  a  small  bridge  trying  to  catch  a 
large  trout.  He  told  me  he  had  tried  everything 
in  the  way  of  flies  he  had  got,  but  the  brute  would 
not  move  or  even  look  at  them.  I  tried  several 
flies  of  different  patterns,  both  large  and  small, 
with  no  result.  Then  a  bright  idea  struck  me. 
We  had  had  some  '  lax  '  sandwiches  for  lunch,  and 
not  having  eaten  them — the  grayling  being  too 
satisfying — I  thought  to  myself,  why  not  try  our 
friend  with  some  '  lax.'  Why  I  thought  of  this  I 
do  not  know,  except  that  once  in  California,  years 
ago,  I  got  a  five-pound  rainbow  with  a  piece  of '  bully 
beef  (Tommy's  lingo),  so  why  not  try  'lax'?  I 
started  by  throwing  a  small  piecJe  into  the  water 
and  letting  it  float,  or,  rather,  sink  over  his  nose. 
He  took  it  at  once,  and  after  a  couple  more  pieces 
had  been  taken,  I  put  a  piece  on  a  worm  hook.  The 
result  was  splendid.  He  took  it  like  a  bird,  and 
was  soon  kicking  on  the  bank — an  ugly  brute,  which 
ought  to  have  weighed  in  good  condition  nearly 
four  pounds,  but  he  was  scarcely  two.  Yes,  we 
had  a  jolly  day,  which  it  will  take  a  long  time  for 
us  to  forget.  I  may  add  that  the  water  was  very 
low  and  clear,  and  every  fish  was  caught  with 
dry-fly.    So  much  for  fishing. 

''  I  do  not  know  you  very  well.  Mr.  Editor,  but 
this  much  I  do  know,  and  that  is  you  are  a 
sportsman,  so  I  know  you  will  not  mind  or  be 
bored  by  a  very  short  description  of  a  day's  shoot 
in  Thuringia.  I  will  try  not  to  go  into  details,  but 
I  must  begin  by  saying  that  I  had  great  difficulty 
in  obtaining  a  iicence  to  shoot  even  for  one  day, 
and  had  to  face  the  burgomaster  with  the  aid  of 
a  friendly  native  who  could  speak  about  four  words 
of  English,  I  speaking  about  the  same  number  of 
words  in  German.  I  could  not  induce  this  afore- 
said official  to  grant  me  a  licence,  and  as  I  was 
determined  to  shoot  at  any  cost,  a  bright  idea 
struck  me.  I  remembered  very  many  years  before 
an  uncle  of  mine  had  shot  with  some  grand  duke 
somewhere  in  Germany,  and  after  looking  up  a 
dictionary  I  managed  to  write  that  I  was  a  friend 
of  the  grand  duke,  and  told  the  burgomaster  to 
wire  to  him,  which  he  promptly  did.  The  result 
was  an  answer,  saying,  '  Grant  English  gentleman 
licence  at  once.'  So,  armed  with  my  licence  and 
a  very  antique  gun — sixteen-bore,  lock,  stock,  and 
barrels  covered  with  mother-of-pearl  and  other 
precious  stones,  kindly  lent  me  by  my  host,  with 
an  antique  strap  to  sling  same  over  my  shoulder — 
I  certainly  looked  a  true  German  sportsman,  only 
that  I  had  a  good  old  English  shooting-coat  and 
breeches  on,  which  does  not  quite  tally  with  the 
orthodox  German  kit.  Thus  I  joined  the  party, 
and  was  formally  introduced.  I  said  '  .Ja '  when 
I  ought  to  have  said  '  Nein,'  but  that  did  not 
matter.  There  were  birds  and  plenty  about,  for 
during  the  introduction  I  had  seen  a  good  covey 
get  up  quite  close,  and  pitch  some  hundred  yards 
or  so  away  in  some  potatoes.  I  am  a  careful  man 
myself,  and  like  others  to  be  careful.  Although 
I  have  been  paid  to  be  shot  at  in  war  time,  in  this 
instance  I  was  not  being  paid,  so  till  I  knew  my 
shooting  companions  better  I  thought  discretion 
the  better  part  of  valour,  and  retired  under  cover. 
The  aforesaid  covey  had  settled,  as  I  said  before, 
in  some  potatoes  at  the  edge  of  a  kind  of  rocky  cliff, 
under  which  I  promptly  went,  the  rest  of  the  party, 
consisting  of  four  guns,  walking  the  birds  up  on  top. 
A  few  minutes  after  I  saw  the  birds  rise,  followed 
by  a  fusillade  of  eight  barrels,  but  as  far  as  I  could 
see  not  a  feather  was  touched.  A  strongish  wind 
was  blowing  at  the  time  towards  my  direction,  and 
I  was  not  surprised  to  see  two  birds  swing  and 


come  straight  for  me,  a  most  perfect  shot,  right 
over  my  head.  Somehow  they  flew  into  it, 
and  down  came  a  right  and  left,  and  I  was 
delighted,  but  not  half  so  much  as  the  rest 
of  the  party,  for  on  the  top  of  the  cliff  they 
were  shouting  things  I  could  not  understand 
and  all  taking  off  their  hats,  an  awkward  position 
for  a  nervous  man.  I  knew  not  what  to  say  or  do, 
not  knowing  the  customs  of  the  country,  so  I 
bowed  and  took  off'  my  hat,  too.  In  doing  so  up 
got  a  small  covey  under  my  feet  nearly,  rose  high 
at  once,  preventing  my  having  a  shot  as  they  were 
in  a  dead  line  with  my  friends,  and  vice  versa, 
unfortunately  for  me.  I  had  learnt  the  way  to 
take  cover  in  South  Africa,  and  before  you  could 
say  '  knife '  I  was  flat  on  my  face.  Only  just  in 
time,  for  I  heard  the  shot  wliiz  a  regular  volley 
over  my  head — but  all's  well  that  ends  well,  and  I 
rose  safe  and  sound.  I  may  here  say  that  the 
German  dog — a  heavy  kind  of  pointer  with  short 
tail — is  as  good  as  any  dog  I  have  ever  seen. 
They  will  find  your  game,  stand  to  them  like  a 
rock,  retrieve  them  when  shot,  and  find  a  runner 
second  to  none,  not  to  mention  turning  hares  out 
of  thick  cover,  if  necessary,  or  pulling  down  a 
wounded  buck.  They  call  them  'Use  Hunds' — 
useful  dogs — well  they  are,  and  no  mistake,  but 
enough  of  shooting.  To  make  a  long  story  short, 
we  bagged  twenty-five  brace  of  birds  that  day,  and 
I  thoroughly  enjoyed  myself. 

"  Well,  Mr.  Editor,  this  is  the  longest  letter  I 
have  ever  written  in  my  life,  and  if  you  ever  wade 
through  it  all  you  are  a  plucky  man.  Good  luck 
to  you,  tight  lines,  and  straight  powder  is  all  the 
harm  I  wish  you." 


Bait-Casting  with  Fly-Rod  in  America. 

Mr.  Perry  D.  Frazer,  editor  of  that  delightful 
sportsman's  paper.  Forest  and  Stream,  of  New 
York,  writes  to  me  on  March  6  : — 

"  I  noticed  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  that  '  Val  Gonson '  questioned  the  bait- 
casting  with  fly-rod  as  practised  at  the  Madison 
Square  Garden.  In  the  Delaware  river  couutry 
there  are  a  great  many  anglers  who  like  to  use  a 
heavy  fly-rod  for  all  their  fishing.  Rods  of  from 
seven  to  eight  ounces  are  used,  and  with  these 
they  cast  flies  for  bass,  and  sometimes  employ 
gi-asshoppers,  crickets,  hellgramites,  lamper  eels, 
and  minnows.  As  some  of  these  live-baits  are 
very  tender,  they  are  cast  by  pulling  several  yards 
of  line  oft'  the  reel,  dropping  the  bait  behind,  and 
then  casting  with  a  steady  overhead  swing  so  that 
the  bait  strikes  the  water  with  little  force.  This 
is  the  so-called  slack  line  of  Greenwood  Lake  style 
of  casting  in  the  tournaments,  in  which  half-ounce 
weight  is  used,  and  Reuben  Leonard,  on  Feb.  28, 
made  the  record  indoor  cast  of  134ft.  6in." 


Trout  for  Nyasaland.  / 

It  is  always  pleasant  to  hear  of  trout  being 
planted  in  those  outlandish  places  of  our  empire 
where  our  countrymen  are  keeping  England's  end 
up.  To  catch  a  basket  of  trout  thousands  of  miles 
from  the  old  country  must  be  very  satisfactory, 
and  I  was  very  glad  to  get  a  line  from  Mr.  Cadman, 
of  the  Barrasford  Fishery  on  the  Tyne,  to  say  that 
seventy-five  per  cent,  of  the  trout  ova  which  left 
England  in  December  have  arrived  safely  at  Zomba, 
Nyasaland.  Some  day  we  shall  hear  of  grand 
trout-fishing  in  that  great  Nyasa  Lake.  I  often 
tried  to  interest  Stanley,  the  African  explorer,  in 
angling,  but  in  vain.  He  told  me  he  only  shot 
game  to  feed  his  men.  If  he  had  known  how  to 
fish  he  might  have  saved  many  of  their  lives. 

R.  B.  Maeston. 


A  SUMMEE   NIGHT  WITH  THE 
SALMON  FLY  IN  FINMAEKEN. 


The  scorching  sun  has  at  length  lost  something 
of  its  power,  although  its  rays  are  still  lighting  up 
the  grey  Lapland  landscape,  but  of  breeze  there  is 
none,  and  the  smoke  from  our  "  gam  " — in  which 
sundry  salmon  are  being  converted  into  kippers 
with  the  aid  of  smouldering  birch  and  juniper- 
rises  skysvards  in  a  heavy  spiral  column.  The  air 
is  so  densely  filled  with  mosquitoes  that  for  the 
ordinary  human  being  life  would  be  insupportable 
without  a  voluminous  veil — a  veil  so  arranged  as 
to  hang  right  down  over  the  shoulders,  and  wide 
enough  to  enable  the  wearer  to  smoke  his  pipe 
inside  it.    The  big  river  has  dwindled  away  to  a 
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painful  extent  during  the  last  ten  days,  and  the 
water  is  too  clear  and  warm.  Anything  like  good 
sport  with  the  salmon  rod,  therefore,  is  a  thing  of 
the  past.  Up  from  the  pass,  some  half-mile 
below  our  camp,  comes  in  diminished  volume  the 
murmur  of  the  rapids ;  among  the  birch-clad 
hillocks  thai  undulate  away  in  all  directions, 
cock  ryper  every  now  and  again  crow  as  if 
challenging  creation,  and  the  wild  cries  of  a  pair 
of  buzzards,  which  have  nested  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, occasionally  break  the  stillness.  Some 
moving  object,  grey  against  a  grey  background, 
attracts  our  attention,  and  the  glasses  disclose 
the  presence  of  a  herd  of  reindeer.  To-morrow 
(d.v.)  we  will  have  reindeer  milk  to  blend  with  our 
whisky— milk  rich  and  thick  as  any  cream — and 
the  day  after,  maybe,  a  haunch  of  venison.  The 
Lapps  are  always  very  willing  to  accommodate 
us  with  such  luxuries — for  a  consideration.  Seated 
round  a  fire  of  birchwood,  over  which  is  suspended 
the  inevitable  coffee  kettle,  half-a-dozen  of  these 
worthies  are  occupied  in  stowing  away  as  much 
food  as  they  can  contain,  preparatory  to  starting 
for  the  evening  fishing,  and  certain  savom-y  odours 
announce  that  our  Norwegian  factotum  is  exer- 
cising his  skill  on  our  behalf  in  similar  connection. 

There  are  plenty  of  iish  in  the  pools,  and  big 
ones,  too,  but  there  are  very  few  places  where 
there  is  the  remotest  chance  of  their  rising  to  the 
fly.  Therefore,  it  is  necessary  sometimes,  in  order 
to  pass  the  time  profitably,  to  take  a  trout  as  well 
as  a  salmon  rod,  and  a  landing-net  as  well  as  a 
gaff.  On  these  summer  evenings  the  grayling  take 
well,  and  sometimes  a  grilse  with  a  penchant  for 
(artificial)  insect  food  seizes  one  of  our  flies,  and 
makes  things  hum  for  a  bit. 

The  Commodore  is  sorely  exercised  concerning 
a  heavy  salmon  which  has  taken  up  its  residence 
in  a  deep  pool  some  four  miles  further  up.  With 
a  view  to  its  capture  he  has,  during  the  last  week, 
spent  much  time,  tobacco,  patience,  ingenuity  and 
bad  language  in  its  neighbourhood,  and  now  he  is 
off  for  yet  another  try.  Having  disposed  himself 
at  full  length  on  the  rugs  and  birch  branches  at  the 
bottom  of  the  long  canoe,  a  huge  creel  at  his  back, 
and  a  pipe  in  full  blast  in  his  mouth,  he  gives  the 
word  of  command,  "  Til  Aimejok  Savo  1  "  With  a 
splash  the  two  Lapps  who  form  his  crew  drive 
their  long  poles  into  the  water  at  the  same  instant, 
the  light  craft  shoots  ahead,  and  soon  the  Com- 
modore and  his  men  disappear  from  our  sight  be- 
hind a  rocky  point. 

My  start  is  much  less  energetic.  Taking  my 
seat  on  a  cross-board  in  the  canoe,  my  Lapps  push 
lazily  off;  one  manipulates  his  pole  in  the  bow, 
the  other  seats  himself  in  the  stern  with  broad- 
bladed  steering  paddle  under  his  arm  and  the  land- 
ing-net handy ;  and  I  get  to  work  with  a  cast  of 
trout  flies.  Herelthe  river  forms  a  broad  shallow, 
varying  from  two  to  six  or  seven  feet  in  depth,  with 
rough,  stony  bottom,  and  gentle  current  through- 
out. The  grayling  are  very  distinctly  on  the  feed  ; 
frequently  two  are  on  at  once,  and  sometimes  even 
three,  and  the  man  with  the  net  is  soon  very  busy. 
He  and  his  pal  in  the  bow  are  much  delighted 
with  the  whole  performance  ;  like  children  they 
laugh  and  scream,  and  make  jokes  in  their  native 
tongue  as  each  fish  is  brought  aboard  and  trans- 
ferred to  the  big  basket — they  are  looking  forward  to 
a  square  meal  in  the  near  future  on  broiled  grayling, 
washed  down  with  coffee,  and  the  prospect  pleases. 

This  year  there  has  been  a  great  lemming  migra- 
tion, and  along  the  banks  the  little  rodents  swarm. 
They  are  traversing  the  country  in  millions,  and  in 
companies  large  and  small  they  keep  crossing  the 
river ;  every  stone  that  rises  above  the  surface  of 
the  water  serves  as  a  resting  place  for  the  plucky 
little  swimmers ;  and  they  do  not  mind  the  presence 
of  human  beings  a  bit.  Decidedly  they  are  popular 
visitors  to  the  mountain  wastes  and  tundras  of 
Pinmarken.  Birds  of  prey — eagles,  falcons,  hawks, 
snowy  owls,  etc. — foUow  eagerly  in  the  train  of 
their  great  armies,  and,  as  a  result  of  the  abundant 
supply  of  food  which  they  afford,  increase  vastly 
in  numbers  ;  the  foxes,  too,  appropriate  their  share, 
as  do  also  the  reindeer  ;  they  form  an  irresistible 
attraction  to  dogs,  whether  sporting  or  otherwise, 
and  the  big  brown  trout  not  infrequently  gulp  them 
down. 

After  a  time  we  reach  a  spot  some  twenty  yards 
above  a  rapid,  where  a  submerged  boulder  causes  a 
break  in  the  otherwise  smoothly-flowing  water,  and 
where,  in  the  remarkable  lingo  which  we  employ,  I 
am  requested  to  look  out  for  squalls.  Sure  enough, 
the  advice  proves  not  ill-timed ;  a  bar  of  living 


silver  flashes  up  suddenly  from  the  bottom,  and 
the  next  moment  we  are  in  the  thick  of  a  fight 
with  a  very  lively  grilse.  In  one  of  its  first  head- 
long rushes  it  makes  a  miscalculation,  and  lands 
itself  high  and  dry  on  the  shore ;  but  soon  it 
tumbles  back  into  its  proper  element  and  resumes 
active  operations.  So  active  indeed  are  these  that 
it  takes  our  united  exertions  to  maintain  the  con- 
nection, and  great  is  the  general  excitement.  In 
time,  however,  our  grilse  shows  symptoms  of 
diminished  energy ;  the  Lapp  in  the  stem 
makes  a  shot  at  it  with  the  net,  and  misses 
— a  crime  which  promptly  brings  down  upon 
him  the  wrath  of  his  pal  in  the  bow,  and  of  the 
wielder  of  the  rod ;  then  he  fouls  one  of  the 
droppers,  makes  another  desperate  plunge,  and 
finally  scoops  the  astonished  fish  into  the  boat, 
where  it  at  once  proceeds  to  execute  a  war  dance. 
After  sundry  vain  attempts,  this  performance  is  at 
last  put  an  end  to  by  a  tremendous  blow  which  not 
only  completely  terminates  the  existence  of  the 
unfortunate  grilse,  but  nearly  knocks  a  hole  in  the 
bottom  of  our  craft ;  then  having  dropped  down 
the  rapid,  we  tie  up  at  the  head  of  a  nice  looking 
pool,  and  get  out  the  salmon  rod.  There  is  not 
current  enough  for  harling,  so  I  proceed  to  fish 
it  down  with  a  Dusty  Miller  on  single  gut. 
Nothing  eventuates  until  about  two-thirds  of  the 
way  down,  when  a  heavy  salmon  lunges  up,  shows 
a  broad,  slightly  discoloured  flank,  and  returns 
scatheless  to  the  depths,  from  which  nothing  that 
I  can  proffer  will  induce  it  to  reascend.  After  that 
comes  another  "flat"  with  more  grayling,  and 
then,  it  being  now  midnight,  we  land  for  rest  and 
refreshment  on  the  banks  of  a  famous  pool,  where, 
although  it  is  quite  out  of  order,  I  hope  to  see 
"  fish  "  move. 

Although  the  sun  is  still  lighting  up  the  birch 
woods  immediately  above  us,  the  air  down  by  the 
waterside  is  extremely  chilly,  and  the  fire  of  birch- 
wood  which  is  soon  blazing  brightly  is  highly 
welcome,  as  are  the  accompanying  odours  of 
grilling  fish  and  boiling  coffee.  A  sufficiency  of 
these  having  been  consumed,  I  produce — to  the 
unconcealed  joy  of  my  Lapps — a  big  flask,  and  ere 
many  minutes  have  elapsed,  hot  whisky  toddy  is 
served  round,  pipes  are  in  full  blast,  and  we  settle 
down  for  a  comfortable  "  haiver."  There  is  little 
good  in  trying  for  a  salmon  before  2  a.m. 

During  the  period  of  repose  which  succeeds, 
several  salmon  roll  up  to  the  surface  of  the  pool, 
and  one  of  these,  a  big  fellow,  gives  the  impression 
that  he  is  rising  at  natural  flies,  so  businesslike 
are  his  movements.  His  residence  being  within 
casting  distance  of  the  shore,  I  determine  on 
having  a  shy  at  him  with  some  standard  pattern, 
before  fishing  the  place  down  with  salmon-gear, 
and  with  this  intention  I  fetch  my  trout  rod  fi-om 
the  canoe.  As  illustrating  the  discrepancy  between 
the  midday  and  the  midnight  temperature  in 
these  regions,  I  find  that  the  flies  and  exposed 
parts  of  the  line  are  covered  with  ice,  showing  a 
shade  variation  of  over  60  deg.  F.  in  the  12  hours. 

Eeplacing  the  grayling  cast  with  a  considerably 
stronger  one  and  a  single  March  Brown,  I 
scramble  down  over  the  rocks  without  disturbing 
my  Lapps  (both  of  whom  are  enjoying  a  I  post- 
prandial nap  on  the  wet  grass),  and  commence  opera- 
tions. Hardly  have  I  made  a  cast  when,  some 
five  or  six  yards  below,  my  large  friend  comes  up 
with  a  si^Iash  that  sends  the  water  flying  in 
all  directions,  and  causes  serious  doubts  to 
arise  in  my  mind  as  to  the  probable  result 
should  I  chance  to  hook  him.  At  that  moment 
a  "migg"  drives  its  proboscis  viciously  into 
my  neck,  and  I  start  a  fresh  pipe  for  the  double 
purpose  of  preventing  the  recurrence  of  similar 
attentions  and  in  order  to  prepare  my  nerves  for 
eventualities.  Estimating  the  distance  from  the 
nearest  rock  to  where  the  fish  showed  last  to  be 
about  fifteen  yards,  I  let  out  rather  more  than 
that  length  of  line,  and  despatch  my  March  Brown 
on  its  errand.  It  reaches  the  desired  spot,  is 
caught  in  a  slight  oily  eddy,  where  it  hangs  en- 
ticingly. Something  which  does  not  break  the 
surface  seizes  it,  and  the  next  instant  I  am  fast. 
As  the  reel  responds  to  the  salmon's  first  rush  I 
utter  a  frantic  yell,  which  eflectually  wakes  up 
the  Lapps.  They  gi-asp  the  position  at  once, 
make  a  dash  at  the  canoe  where  it  lies  drawn  up 
among  the  rocks,  drive  it  towards  me  with  their 
poles  quicker  than  I  imagined  was  possible,  and 
into  it  I  tumble  just  as  the  last  few  coils  of  line 
are  being  rapidly  taken  off  the  reel.  For  the 
moment  the  situation  is  saved. 


But  I  do  not  like  the  look  of  things.  The  pool 
is  very  deep  and  full  of  jagged  rocks ;  the  fish  is 
301b.,  if  an  ounce,  and  my  gear  will  not  admit  of 
any  liberties  being  taken  with  it.  The  Lapps, 
however,  are  very  capable.  They  respond  imme- 
diately to  my  orders  and  to  every  movement  of  the 
fish,  recognising  the  gravity  of  things  in  general ; 
they  even  cease  to  chatter  and  scream  ;  and  for 
some  time  we  cruise  about  the  pool  in  devious 
fashion.  Only  once  does  the  salmon  come  to  the 
surface  with  a  heavy  lunging  roll,  then  he  sinks 
back  into  the  depths,  and  we  see  him  no  more. 
Two  minutes  afterwards  the  line'cornes  back  minus 
the  fly — he  has  cut  it  on  a  rock  at  the  bottom. 

The  occasion  is  one  to  which  none  of  us  are 
equal.  Dejectedly  we  get  ashore,  and  sadly  do  we 
gaze  out  over  the  pool,  at  the  bottom  of  which,  in 
sulky  triumph  and  with  a  March  Brown  in 
his  jaw,  our  lost  one  reposes.  The  Lapps 
collect  their  belongings,  I  mine,  and  we 
are  about  to  start  off  back  to  camp, 
when  it  occurs  to  me  that  in  a  rapid 
a  little  way  below  there  might  be  a  chance  at  this 
horn-,  2  a.m.,  with  the  salmon  fly.  Although,  of 
course,  the  water  is  far  too  low,  the  weather  has 
altered  for  the  better,  and  the  air  is  light  and  fresh. 
The  morning  breeze  is  flecking  with  catspaws  the 
surface  of|  the  broad  and  smiling  river,  and  cloud- 
lets are  drifting  across  the  sun,  which  is  still  low 
in  the  heavens.  Under  these  benign  influences  our 
spirits  speedily  recover,  and  when  the  canoe  is 
swung  round  at  the  head  of  the  rapid  aforesaid,  our 
expectations  run  high.  Nor  are  they  doomed  to 
disappointment — I  have  not  had  the  fly  out  five 
minutes  when  there  is  a  tremendous  rise,  and  before 
sternway  can  be  got  on  to  the  canoe,  the  fish  has 
torn  150  yards  of  line  with  one  splendid  rush  off' 
the  reel.  Owing  to  the  comparative  shallowness 
of  the  water  in  the  neighbourhood,  he  gives  a  great 
deal  of  trouble,  rushing  about  in  a  scared  sort  of 
way  all  over  the  place,  and  three-quarters  of  an 
hour  elapse  before  one  of  my  Lapps  gaffs  him 
out.  But  he  is  worth  all  the  trouble,  and  tmms 
out  to  be  a  handsome,  clean-run  salmon  of  .351b., 
which  has  succeeded  in  making  his  way  through 
the  fosses  from  the  sea  to  where  we  chanced  upon 
him  in  very  good  time — to  judge  from  the  lice  he 
still  carries. 

The  sun  is  now  blazing  down  in  imclouded 
splendour,  and  the  breeze,  which  a  little  time  ago 
sighed  among  the  birch  trees,  has  died  completely 
away.  Everything,  therefore,  in  the  canoe  is  made 
taut,  the  Lapps  resume  then  poles,  and  by  dint  of 
"putting  their  backs  into  it,"  we  reach  camp  in  a 
little  over  the  hour.  Here  we  find  the  Commo- 
dore in  a  highly  explosive  condition.  It  appears 
that  after  trying  his  big  fish  with  all  sorts  of  things 
— including  a  prawn — in  vain,  he  had  hooked  it  in 
the  early  morning  on  a  small  double  Wilkinson, 
and,  after  playing  it  for  half  an  hour,  had  lost  it 
in  descending  a  rapid.  Eugde. 


COME   TO   CANADA,   IF  YOU 
WANT  FISH. 


The  writer,  who  did  all  his  early  fishing  in 
England,  Scotland  and  Ireland,  but  who  has  of 
late  years  spent  his  vacations  in  Canada,  has 
always  wondered  why  it  is  that  more  fishermen  do 
not  come  out  here  from  the  old  country  for  their 
sport.  He  knows  that  when  once  a  good  spot  is 
found,  all  the  water  well  tried,  and  e\ery  stone 
and  hole  mapped  out  in  the  mind's  eye,  most 
British  fishermen  prefer  to  go  back  again  and 
again  to  their  old  haunts  rather  than  try  some  new 
locality,  and  perhaps  be  disappointed.  This  scribe 
did  so  for  many  a  year,  and  the  first  break  was 
forced  upon,  rather  than  chosen  by,  him ;  for  he 
did  not  come  to  Canada  in  the  first  place  either 
from  choice  or  in  search  of  sport,  but  for  prosaic 
business  purposes.  Since  that  time  many  have 
been  the  places  and  districts  in  Canada  visited  in 
search  of  sport,  and  he  can  safely  say  that  not 
once  has  he  met  with  disappointment. 

No  one  whose  fishing  has  been  confined  to  the 
British  Isles  can  make  this  statement  truly,  and 
when  the  sport,  scenery,  air,  real  wild  country  and 
absolute  freedom  are  counted  in,  it  will  have  to  be 
admitted  that  Canadian  fishing  is  far  away  ahead 
of  any  we  can  get  at  home.  There  is  every  kind 
of  fishing  to  be  enjoyed  in  Canada,  and  whatever 
branch  of  the  sport  is  desired  can  be  obtained,  from 
the  lordly  salmon  to  the  humble  perch,  and  all  is 
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of  the  very  best.  The  writer  must  confess  to  a 
predilection  for  game  fish  and  the  use  of  the  fly  ; 
and  in  this  branch  of  the  sport,  salmon,  trout,  and 
bass  are  to  be  found  in  prolific  numbers,  while 
for  those  whose  hobby  is  bait  fishing,  trolling, 
etc.,  dore  (or  wall-eyed  pike),  pike,  pickerel  and 
maskinonge  will  be  found  in  numbers  to  satisfy 
the  veriest  glutton,  and  practically  all  the  fishing, 
with  the  exception  of  the  salmon,  is  free.  It  is 
safe  to  say  that  if  two  men  started  for  a  month's 
holiday  in  search  of  sport,  and  one  spent  his 
vacation  in  the  British  Isles  and  the  other  in 
Canada,  the  latter  would  return  home  with  more 
fish  caught  and  more  sport  enjoyed,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  benefit  he  would  have  gained  from  complete 
change  of  scene,  new  experiences  of  life,  and  an 
inexhaustible  fimd  of  memories,  in  which  to  live 
his  fights  over  again.  Every  moment,  from  the 
time  Liverpool  is  left  till  the  retm-n,  will  be  full 
of  enjojTuent,  always  supposing  that  the  traveller 
can  stand  the  sea,  and  on  the  fine  steamers  which 
cross  nowadays  that  discomfort  is  not  to  be  feared. 
In  the  summer  months  the  weather  can  generally 
be  depended  on,  and  by  the  St.  Lawrence  route 
barely  four  days  are  spent  on  the  open  sea.  In 
eight  days  from  leaving  Liverpool  one  can  be  in 
the  heart  of  the  wilds,  where  nothing  but  the 
language  of  nature  breaks  the  silence  of  the  forest, 
where  every  breath  inhaled  means  new  life  and 
strength,  and  where  fish  abound  as  nowhere  else 
in  this  world. 

The  choice  of  locality  is  only  limited  by  the 
time  at  one's  disposal  and  the  length  of  one's 
purse ;  the  various  lines  of  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Eailway  reach  hundreds  of  desirable  starting 
points.  It  is  only  possible  to  mention  here  a  few 
localities  that  can  be  easily  reached,  but  anyone 
desiring  information  on  any  point  can  get  really 
reliable  advice  and  have  every  detail  arranged  for 
him  by  applying  to  Mr,  L.  O.  Armstrong,  the 
Colonisation  and  Tourist  Agent  of  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Eailway,  Montreal. 

To  the  north  of  Montreal  the  trout-fishing  is 
quite  excellent,  and  there  are  guides  to  be  had  who 
know  of  waters  up  till  now  unfished. 

From  Haileybury,  near  the  great  silver  camp  of 
Cobalt,  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  and  on  the  way 
there  from  Temiskaming  Station,  one  can  reach 
good  fishing  waters  for  trout  and  bass  at  many 
points.  In  the  northern  country  the  prospecting 
between  Temagami  and  Sudbury,  Sudbury  and 
Port  Arthur,  and  Sudbury  and  the  Soo  has  made 
known  a  great  number  of  fishing  lakes,  and  also 
opened  trails  to  them.  In  the  French  river  country 
is  the  best  bass  district.  It  is  reached  via  Toronto. 
The  great  Georgian  Bay  country  is  delightful 
for  summering.  There  are  no  mosquitoes  or  flies 
to  speak  of,  at  any  time,  out  on  islands  in  the  bay. 
An  unexplored  country,  but  one  where  the 
fishing  is  known  to  be  excellent,  is  that  section 
directly  north  of  Desbarats. 

One  of  the  finest  trips  one  can  take  is  to  the 
Nipigon  river,  and  the  following  facts  may  be  of 
interest  regarding  the  fishing  on  this  river,  the 
ne  plus  ultra  of  all  trout-fishing. 

Many  ladies  have  made  this  trip,  and  it  is  one 
that  can  be  made  with  every  comfort  and  ease 
possible  on  a  camping  trip.  Three  hours'  paddle 
up  the  river  from  Nipigon  Station,  on  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway,  lands  you  at  Camp  Alexander  and 
Cameron's  Falls  and  Pool,  where  grand  fishing  is 
to  be  had,  and  from  here  to  the  head-waters  of 
the  river— namely.  Virgin  Falls,  at  Lake  Nipigon— 
it  is  just  as  good.  The  fishing  on  the  lake  is 
also  magnificent,  as  well  as  in  the  various  streams 
that  flow  into  the  lake.  Two  men,  or  a  man  and 
a  lady,  can  go  in  one  canoe  with  their  camp  outfit, 
provisions  and  guides  for  a  two  weeks'  trip,  the 
cost  of  which  would  be  about  as  follows  : — 

1  Head  guide   |2.,50  per  day. 

1  Other  guide   2.00 

1  Canoe   .50 

2  Tents,   blankets,   and   all  " 
necessary  camp  outfit,  in- 
cluding camp  cots,  tables, 

etc     1..50 

$6.50  „ 
(Say  27s.) 

To  this,  of  course,  must  be  added  the  cost  of 
provisions,  which  can  be  purchased  from  the 
Hudson  Bay  Company  at  Nipigon,  at  reasonable 
prices,  and  these  people  also  supply  the  guides, 
canoes,  and  general  outfit.    The  cost  of  provisions,' 


of  course,  entirely  depends  on  the  varied  tastes  of 
the  party.  The  supplies  for  Indian  guides  are  flour, 
pork,  tea,  and  sugar.  As  the  Nipigon  is  particu- 
larly a  fly-fishing  stream,  it  is  a  good  plan  to  take 
an  extra  canoe,  so  that  each  can  fish  separately, 
and  this,  of  course,  is  only  a  small  extra  expense. 

One  word  as  to  guides.  These  men  are  Indians 
and  half-breeds  who  have  followed  this  business 
for  a  living  for  years,  and  are  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  all  the  intricacies  of  the  river,  both  as  to  the 
dangerous  parts  and  where  the  best  fishing  is  to  be 
had.  They  are  intelligent,  and  desirous  of  giving 
every  comfort  to  their  employers,  doing  all  the 
packing  over  portages,  putting  up  the  tents, 
paaking  comfortable  beds,  and  doing  all  the  cook- 
ing— in  fact,  are  ever  on  the  alert  for  your  comfort. 

Another  trip  is  from  Dinorwic  to  Lac  Seul  and 
down  the  Albany  to  the  Ogoki  and  Nipigon  rivers 
to  Nipigon  Station.  The  water  is  good,  the  scenery 
matchless,  and  the  fishing  abundant. 

In  British  Columbia  the  fishing  is  superb, 
though  the  journey  is  a  long  one,  but  those  people 
who  have  the  time  and  opportunity  will  never 
forget  the  grandeur  of  the  scenery  in  the  Rockies 
or  the  fish  they  catch  there. 

Till  the  writer  came  to  this  country  he  con- 
sidered that  salmon  and  trout  were  the  only  two 
fi-esh-water  fish  that  could  be  called  "  game,"  but 
he  has  now  added  a  third,  namely,  the  small- 
mouthed  black  bass,  and  he  cannot  close  this 
article  without  a  few  words  about  as  game  a  fish 
as  swims,  for  a  good  day  at  bass  will  equal  any 
day  spent  among  the  trout.  He  rises  boldly  and 
freely  at  the  fly ;  he  fights  to  the  last  ditch,  never 
sulks;  he  rushes  in  every  direction,  and  leaps 
again  and  again,  and  you  are  never  sure  of  your 
prize  until  you  have  him  in  the  net,  even  then  he 
will  get  away,  unless  you  are  careful.  A  41b.  bass 
will  give  the  most  blase  fisherman  all  he  wants  in 
the  way  of  excitement.  Two  lines  the  writer  has 
read  somewhere  (he  forgets  the  author)  aptly 
describe  this  fine  fish — 

Inch  for  inch  and  pound  for  pound. 
The  gamest  fish  that  swims. 

Camping  is  the  real  way  to  enjoy  a  fishing 
outing,  but  for  those  who  prefer  hotel  life  there  are 
innumerable  good  (for  the  price)  hotels  every- 
where in  the  Dominion,  situated  in  fine  fishing 
localities,  and  at  their  very  doors  can  be  caught 
bass  and  trout  in  number  and  size  impossible  to 
obtain  outside  the  Canadian  boundary.  . 

Brother  anglers,  try  Canada  just  once,,  and  you 
will  come  again  and  again  ;  the  additional  expense 
as  compared  with  a  trip  to  the  Highlands  is  very 
little,  and  nothing  at  all  compared  with  what  you 
get  for  yowc  money.  Charles  F.  Lane. 


WILD  WEATHEK  AMONG  WILY 
TEOUT. 


It  seems  like  tempting  Providence  to  travel 
hundreds  of  miles  in  early  March  in  search  of  the 
little  Devon  trout.  To  add  to  my  temerity,  I  must 
needs  forward  my  bicycle  to  Dulverton,  meaning 
to  ride  it  across  the  moors  to  Oare.  For  this  rash- 
ness I  was  promptly  punished,  for  I  reached  this 
station,  on  March  3,  in  a  snowstorm.  However, 
I  had  other  reasons  for  my  western  journey,  and 
could  postpone  the  fishing  a  little.  After  going 
on  to  Barnstaple  and  waiting  a  day  or  two,  the 
weather  became  glorious,  and  I  decided  to  make 
the  venture  from  that  town.  Not  being  able  to 
start  very  early,  it  was  quite  midday  before  I 
reached  the  moors,  and,  behold,  they  were  shining 
white  with  snow  1 

Of  course,  this  made  roads  heavy,  and  the 
"  mending "  had  made  them  worse,  so  it  was 
pitch  dark  before  my  thirty-mile  ride  was  done ; 
but  it  was  worth  the  risk,  for,  since  I  was  among 
the  Alps,  I  do  not  remember  such  a  scene.  My 
first  day  among  the  fish  was  soon  settled.  I  was 
rained  upon  mercilessly,  and  then  literally  blown 
off  the  water.  No  cast  would  stay  on,  and  the  day 
was  nearly  a  blank. 

The  following  one,  though  still  rough,  yielded 
fair  sport,  and  since  that,  for  the  last  week,  every 
day  has  been  either  middling  or  fairly  good,  though 
nothing  like  the  "  262  "  (of  which  I  hear  rumours) 
have  fallen  to  my  lot.  Some  of  the  fish  were  good 
ones  (for  the  stream),  5oz.  apiece,  and  should  have 
been  half  a  pound  if  fat. 

I  must  confess  one  thing.  I  am  surprised  not 
to  have  found  the  fish  more  foolish  thus  early  in 


the  season.  I  have  known  them  feed  much  more 
freely  in  Jime.  Of  course,  I  have  not  been  fishing 
all  day  on  any  day,  for  there  are  so  many  other 
things  to  interest  one  in  such  a  neighbourhood  as 
this,  saturated  as  it  is  with  memories  of  Jan  Ridd 
and  Lorna  Doone,  Blackmore's  creations.  I  went 
into  the  Doone  Valley  the  other  day,  and  certainly 
it  is  narrow  enough  for  even  the  old  cantion  to 
carry  across. 

Its  loneliness  and  grandeur  are  far  more  striking 
now  than  in  full  tourist  season.  Also  the  trees, 
being  clothed  only  with  an  abundant  crop  of 
lichen,  do  not  hide  the  view  so  provokingly. 

One  can  trace  the  hounds  after  the  hind  from 
quite  a  distant  hihtop.  I  had  one  bit  of  good 
luck,  for  while  intent  on  some  extra  wily  trout  a 
hind  jumped  suddenly  into  the  Oare,  nearly  on  my 
head.  A  hound  was  following  her,  but  she  baffled 
him.    It  was  a  pretty  sight. 

If  any  of  my  readers  think  of  trying  this  district 
early,  let  me  advise  them  to  bring  plenty  of  flies — 
Blue  Dun,  Upright,  and  March  Brown — as  the 
trees  take  toll  continually,  and  wading  is  not 
allowed,  so  it  is  difficult  to  recover  flies ;  also  to 
bring  warm  clothes  as  the  weather  is  likely  to  be 
bleak  for  many  a  week  yet.  J.  P.  Taylor. 


ALTNACEALGACH. 

SEASON'S  ANGLING. 

We  have  just  received  the  totals  for  1907  of  the 
fish  caught  in  the  various  waters  in  connection  with 
Altnacealgach  Hotel,  and  their  perusal  will  be  found 
interesting.  The  details  have  been  made  up  yearly 
for  some  time  past  by  Mr.  John  M'Donald,  hotel- 
keeper,  Altnacealgach,  who  leaves  there  in  May  for 
Golspie,  where  he  is  to  occupy  the  Sutherland  Arms 
Hotel.    The  waters  will  compare  very  favourably 
with  any  in  the  country  for  size  and  number  and 
quality   of   fish.     The  details  are  as  follows : — 
Abstract — Loch  Urigill  yielded  3948  trout,  weigliing 
1195|ib.  ;  Loch  Cama,  twelve  ferox,  481b.,  and  3624 
trout,  1439Jlb.  ;  Loch  Borlan,  six  ferox,  305lb.,  and 
1646  trout,  5601b.  ;  Loch  Veyatie,  six  ferox,  40Jlb., 
and  1423  trout,  654|lb.  ;  other  waters,  one  ferox, 
2^1b.,  and  756  trout,  241  lb.  ;  total  for  all  waters, 
twenty-five   ferox,    12l5lb.  ;    and    11,401  trout, 
4090|lb.    Retrospect— 1905,  total  fish  of  all  kinds, 
10,068,  aggregating  2  tons  3cwt.  271b.  ;  1906,  total 
fish  of  all  kinds,  11,362,  aggregating  1  ton  16cwt.  Iqr. 
18|lb.  ;  1907,  total  fish  of  all  kinds,  11,426,  aggre- 
gating 1  ton  17cwt.  2qr.  12lb.  Total  for  past  three 
years,  32,856,  aggregating  5  tons  7cwt.  Iqr.  l^lb. 
Record  baskets  since  1906  : — Messrs.  Lockwood  and 
Steel,  on  Loch  Cama,  sixty,  26|lb.  ;  Messrs.  Reid 
and  Dale,  on  Borlan,  four,  17ilb.  ;  Messrs.  Lockwood 
and  Steel,  on  Cama,  fifty-five,  241b.  ;  Captain 
Robertson  Reid,  on   Urigill,  eighty,  261b.  ;  Mr. 
Campbell  Gibson,  on  Cama,  twenty,  12lb.  ;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wordsworth,  on  Cama,  forty-eight,  201b.  ; 
Mr.  Campbell  Gibson,  on  Veyatie,  forty,  161b.  ; 
Captain  Robertson  Reid,  on  Cama,  thirteen,  151b.  ; 
Captain  Robertson  Reid,  on  Cama,  twenty-six, 
131b.  ;    Mr.  A.  Cordner  and  Miss  WilUams,  on 
Veyatie,  twenty-nine,  18|lb.  ;  Captain  Robertson 
Reid,  on  Cama,  thirty-three,  23^1b.  ;   Mj.  Harry 
Parker,  on  Veyatie,  seventeen,  10^  lb.  ;  the  Rev. 
Mr.  GiUiam,  on  Cama,  twenty,  101b.  ;  Mr.  Harry,  on 
Veyatie,  fifteen,  161b.    1907,  Messrs.  L.  and  H. 
Hacking,  on  Urigill,  130,  33ilb.  ;  Mr.  Cordner,  on 
Borlan,  fifteen,  171b.  ;  Messrs.  G.  and  H.  Tucker,  on 
Veyatie,  thirteen,  12ilb.  ;  Mr.  Witherall,  on  Veyatie, 
thirty-eight,  181b.  ;    Messrs.  Arkwright  (two),  on 
Urigill,  ninety,  28^1b.  ;  Mr.  Cordner,  on  Urigill, 
eighty-two,  26^1b.  ;  Messrs.  Huffam  and  Wilson,  on 
Cama,  thirty,   141b.  ;    Mr.   Whyte,  on  Veyatie, 
twenty,  101b.  ;  Messrs.  Huffam  and  Wilson,  on 
Urigill,  sixty,  191b.  ;  Mr.  Cordner,  on  Cama,  thirty- 
five,  201b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wordsworth,  on  Cama, 
twenty-two,  171b.  ;  Mr.  R.  and  Miss  Wordsworth, 
on  Veyatie,  fifteen,  11  lb.  ;  Mr.  Cordner,  on  Borlan, 
twenty-nine,  ISjlb.  ;  Messrs.  Holland  and  Grace, 
on  Cama,  sixty,  191b.  ;  Mr.  Holland,  on  Cama,  fifty- 
three,  171b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Couraauld,  on  Veyatie, 
forty,  151b.  ;   Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holland,  on  Cama, 
twenty-nine,  151b.  ;   on  Veyatie,  eighteen,  121b., 
and  twenty-one,  22^1b.   Heaviest  trout  taken  with 
fly — 1906,  Mr.  Harry  Anderson  killed  one  of  91b.  ; 
Mr.  F.  HoUand,  one  of  101b.    1907,  Lord  EUen- 
borough,  one  of  4flb.  ;  and  Mr.  F.  HoUand  killed 
trout  from  1  lb.  to  81b.  with  fly.  All  the  above  fish 
were  taken  with  light  rods  and  ordinary  trout  flies 
and  tackle. — Northern  Times. 
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AN   ANGLEE'S  NATUEE 
GLEANINGS. 

{Continued  from  page  200.) 
Our  nest,  on  the  eyot  in  the  Gowy,  however,  will 
not  be  tenanted  by  the  tiny  balls  of  Qufi  for  some 
days  to  come,  so  we  leave  the  eggs  to  the  mother's 
tender  care,  and  stepping  to  the  bank  again  we 
resume  our  walk  down  stream. 

On  leaving  the  eyot  and  its  occupants  we  come 
to  a  long  straight  stretch  of  water,  usually  well 
hidden  by  dense  growths  of  rushes,  but  as  yet  only 
partly  screened  by  the  young  and  tender  shoots 
which  spring  from  the  river  bed.    When  autumn 
comes  these  shoots  will  have  reached  a  height  of 
from  six  to  seven  feet,  bearing  at  their  tops  a 
waving  forest  of  lovely  blossom  heads.    These  are 
the  rushes  so  largely  used  in  some  parts  of  England 
for  thatching,  and  an  excellent  thatch  they  make, 
too.    At  the  end  of  the  straight  "reach"  our 
stream  is  joined  by  an  offset— a  kind  of  backwater, 
consisting  of  several  very  deep  pools  of  still  water 
crossed  here  and  there  by  trees  which  have  been 
uprooted  by  some  wintry  gale.     In  the  height 
of  (Summer  this  backwater  is  heavily  overgrown 
by  water  weeds,  in  which  lurk  many  hungry  pike 
and  perch.    Just  at  the  point  where  the  back- 
water joins  the  main  stream  is  a  sharp  bend, 
where  we  have  usually  been  able  to  secure  a  few 
good  dace.    As  there  is  no  bridge  hereabouts,  we 
must  follow  the  course  of  the  backwater  if  we  wish 
to  continue  our  waterside  walk.    It  is  well  lined 
with   bushes  and  trees,  and  forms   a  veritable 
"happy    hunting-groimd "    for    the  naturalist. 
Among  the  bushes  we  should  probably  find  the 
nests  of  the  blackbird,  thrush,  chaffinch,  linnet  and 
other  birds  if  we  were  to  search  for  them,  but 
something  of  a  more  interesting  nature  attracts 
our  attention  from  the  riverside.    We  have  caught 
sight  of  a  pair  of  green  plovers,  circling  and  wheel- 
ing about  in  the  air,  each  bird  uttering  its  peculiar 
gurgling  "  caul-ee,"  "  caul-ee,"  "  caul-e-e-e,"  as  it 
wheels  and  flops  about  in  splendid  imitation  of  a 
broken  wing.    Evidently  these  birds  have  been 
nesting  near  by,  and  it  will  be  both  interesting 
and  instructive  for  us  to  watch  their  movements 
and  endeavour  to  locate  the  nest.    We  'therefore 
conceal    ourselves    among    some    rushes  and 
prepare  for  a  somewhat  lengthy  vigil.    We  keep 
a  keen  eye  on  them,  and  after  about  ten  minutes 
the    two    birds,    which    have    been  wheeling, 
toppling,  and  darting  about   in   the  air,  alight 
on  the  second  meadow  from  the  one  where  we 
are  concealed.    By  craning  our  necks  over  the 
tops  of  the  rushes  we  observe   the   male  bird 
perched  bolt  upright,  with  elevated  crest,  on  the 
top  of  a  tussocky  hillock,  evidently  prepared  to 
act  as   sentinel.     The   other  bird,  after  a  few 
short  runs  in  two  or  three  different  directions, 
disappears    altogether,    and    we    come    to  the 
conclusion  that  she  has  found  her  nest  and  is 
now  in  possession.    If  we  were  to  walk  delibe- 
rately toward  the  spot  and  watch  for  her  as 
She  rose  from  her  nest  we  should  find  that  she 
would  have  had   timely  warning  given  her  by 
her  vigilant  spouse  on  the  tuft  yonder,  and  would 
have  slipped  quietly  off  her  nest  and  run  several 
yards  away  through  the  grass  before  she  rose  on 
the  wmg.    Even  then  her  antics  would  be  such  as 
would  tempt  us  to  follow  her  if  we  were  iminitiated 
in  her  wily  ways.    She  can  so  simulate  a  broken 
leg  or  wmg  and  will  scramble  and  flutter  along 
on  the  ground  uttering  plaintive  cries  in  such  a 
way  that  hundreds  have  been  deceived  into  giving 
chase  so  that  she  leads  them  away  from  her  nest, 
and  then  takes  wing  and  flies  gaily  off.    As  we 
would  like  to  discover  the  whereabouts  of  the  nest, 
we  adopt  different  tactics,  and  leaving  our  hiding 
place  we  run  at  full  speed  across  the  first  meadow, 
keeping  as  much  under  cover  as  possible,  and, 
jumpmg  the  ditch  in  our  run,  we  land  in  the 
enclosure   where   the  birds  are  almost  as  soon 
as  the  male   discovers   our  presence.     With  a 
loud  scream  he  rises   and  makes   toward  us, 
but  we  give  him  no  attention  whatever,  and  con- 
tinue our  onward  race  keeping  a  keen  lookout  for 
the  hen  bird.    She  starts  up  suddenly  from  behind 
a  clump  of  rough  meadow  grass  and  commences 
her  zig-zag  running,  but  we  do  not  trouble  to 
follow  her,  but  simply  walk  up  to  the  clump,  and 
there  in  a  shallow  hollow  scraped  in  the  ground, 
and  loosely  lined  with  bents  and  straws,  is  the  first 
of  her  "  clutch"  of  eggs.    It  is  of  a  most  elegant 
pear  shape,  bemg  very  much  pointed  at  the  smaller 


end,  and  is  of  an  olive -green  colour,  spotted  and 
splashed  with  various  shades  of  brown.  We  leave 
it  where  it  was  found,  for  if  we  robbed  the  nest 
now  the  birds  would  forsake  the  locality  altogether. 

Our  sharp  run  across  the  meadows  has  revealed 
the  fact  that  we  are  getting  hungry,  and  that  it 
must  be  getting  near  dinner-time,  so  we  continue 
our  way  across  the  meadows  and  out  by  the  gate 
near  the  church  into  the  Church  Lane.  A  glass  of 
fresh  new  milk  from  the  farmhouse  and  a  cool, 
quiet  seat  under  the  elm-tree  arbor,  where  we  eat 
our  lunch,  do  much  toward  refreshing  us,  and, 
lulled  by  the  cooing  of  the  pigeons  in  the  dovecote 
and  the  distant  splash  and  murmur  of  the  brook, 
we  fall  into  a  doze,  from  which  we  are  roused  by 
the  farmer  himself,  who  comes  to  tell  us  that  he 
is  going  to  Chester  in  his  own  trap,  an*  if  we  would 
like  he  will  give  us  a  help  as  far  as  Traflford  Station. 
Just  the  thing  for  us,  as  our  long  morning  ramble 
in  the  bright  sun  has  made  us  somewhat  footsore. 
And  so  we  join  the  jolly  farmer  in  his  trap,  and 
have  a  very  pleasant  drive  to  the  station,  where  we 
catch  an  early  train  back  to  Euncom.  Smike, 


AMEEICAN  NOTES. 


This  (Feb.  22)  is  the  birthday  of  the  immortal 
Washington,  who  never,  never  told  a  Ue,*  born 
1732. 

Thaw  and  Flood. 

Our  trout  streams  in  this  part  of  the  world  had 
a  terrible  shaking  up  last  week.  The  weather  had 
been  intensely  cold  in  January,  the  snow  lay  deep 
upon  the  ground,  when  a  change  of  wind  to  the  south- 
ward brought  mild  weather,  and  on  Saturday  morn- 
ing, rain.  The  result  can  be  imagined.  An  enormous 
quantity  of  water  ran  off  the  frozen  ground,  every 
little  brook  was  a  torrent,  and  on  Sunday  morning 
the  heavy  ice  went  out  with  a  rush.  Ice-jams 
were  formed  here  and  there,  only  to  give  way 
before  the  flood  which  was  dammed  behind  them. 
Many  trout  were  carried  away  and  killed  by  the 
ice,  or  left  stranded  when  the  flood  subsided.  We 
feel  rather  gloomy  in  regard  to  sport  this  year. 
The  "  Singed  Cat." 

I  enclose  herewith  a  salmon  fly,  tied  by  a  very 
successful  angler  about  twenty  years  ago.  Doubt- 
less the  Editor  will  enjoy  a  hearty  laugh  at  the 
expense  of  this  creation,  but  it  was  a  killing  fly 
nevertheless.  It  is  called  the  "  Singed  Cat,"  f  and 
reminds  me  in  some  way  of  an  enormous  sedge  fly 
with  a  brazen  end  to  its  abdomen.  It  might  do 
well  on  rivers  in  the  British  Isles,  if  it  ever  had  a 
trial,  but  it  is  not  likely  to  have  that.  The  Singed 
Cat  is  too  quiet  and  unassuming,  too  much  like  the 
honest  girl  in  the  calico  dress,  to  be  appreciated  on 
sight.  Our  modern  flies  are  mostly  gay  beauties, 
attired  for  conquest  in  the  most  costly  stuffs,  as 
are  fashionable  women  at  a  hal  masque. 

I  am  tempted  to  send,  by  way  of  contrast,  two 
large  trout  flies  from  the  far  north-west.  It  is  hard 
to  realise  that  such  patterns  were  used  with  great 
success  for  big  rainbow  trout  in  the  large  streams 
they  have  out  there.  The  hooks  are  over  an  inch 
in  length  ;  the  bodies  silver  and  yellow ;  the  wings 
are  composed  of  bright  black  and  orange  feathers 
from  the  cock  pheasant,  with  red  streamers  and 
golden  pheasant  crests.  Golden  crest  tails  over 
bright  red  butts  are  common  to  both  flies,  and 
altogether  they  are  as  Igay  as  they  can  be.  I  do 
not  think  that  we  would  enjoy  casting  such  flies 
with  a  light  trout  rod.  They  would  seem  to 
demand  rather  heavy  tackle  throughout.  (Mr.  G. 
forgot  to  enclose  them.— E.  B.  M.) 

An  Old-Fashioned  Winter. 
We  have  had  old-fashioned  weather  since  the 
New  Year  began.  January  was  cold  enough  to 
satisfy  any  reasonable  person.  One  morning  the 
mercury  in  the  glass  stood  at  28  degrees  below 
zero.  It  is  said  that  there  is  but  little  wind  in  the 
Swiss  mountains  in  winter,  but  up  here  it  is 
always  breezy,  if  not  blowing  half  a  gale.  The 
wind  gets  right  next  to  you  sometimes.  I  often 
carried  an  oil  stove  down  to  breakfast  with  me  in 
order  not  to  freeze.  How  can  one  eat  when  his 
teeth  are  chattering  like  castanets  ?  I  like  fresh, 
pure  air,  but  when  the  draughts  are  so  fierce  that 
they  threaten  to  blow  one's  hair  off,  it  is  best  to 
change  your  seat. 


^  *  But  he  was  an  angler  all  the  same. — R.  B.  M. 
t„It  is  all  right — like  a  sober  old  Tweed  fly. — Ed. 


Fly-fishing  for  Black  Bass  in  the  Upper 
Mississippi. 

I  had  a  line  from  an  old  chum  last  week 
describing  the  excellent  fly-fishing  for  black  bass 
in  the  upper  Mississippi  river.  This  is  far  above 
the  mouth  of  the  muddy  Missouri,  the  water  is 
perfectly  clear,  and  the  scenery  very  fine.  The 
fish  are  the  red-eyed  small-mouth  black  bass,  and 
average  well  in  size.  The  largest  my  friend  has 
killed  with  artificial  flies  ran  up  to  four  pounds 
and  a  half.  A  fly  he  sends  me  is  peculiarly  ugly, 
and  the  colours  in  it  remind  me  of  the  Hellgramite 
or  Dobson. 

Peculiar  Odour  of  the  Black  Bass. 

Not  many  people  seem  to  have  noticed  the 
peculiar  odour  of  the  black  bass.  It  is  not  at  all 
like  that  of  any  other  fish,  and  is  not  at  all 
unpleasant.  It  will  cling  for  a  time  to  any  creel 
or  basket  in  which  the  bass  have  been  carried. 

The  small-mouth  has  more  strength  and  far 
greater  vitality  than  its  big-mouthed  cousin, 
although  the  latter  affords  good  sport  in  its  own 
waters.  I  have  carried  the  former  considerable 
distances  without  water,  when  not  exposed  to  the 
sun,  and  the  whole  catch  has  recovered  when 
placed  in  a  foimtain.  These  fish  lived  for  some 
time,  but  the  water  in  the  fountain  was  too  shallow 
for  them  to  thrive.  Pickerel,  the  common  pond 
pike,  did  well  imtil  the  heat  of  summer,  then  they 
died. 

A  bass  weighing  five  pounds  rose  at  a  large 
speckled  frog,  but  refused  several  little  frogs  that 
were  tendered  for  his  acceptance  thereafter.  Then 
I  hunted  out  a  big  green  frog  from  under  a  board 
in  the  bottom  of  the  boat,  and  placing  it  upon  the 
hook  made  a  cast  in  the  same  place.  This  bait 
was  taken  at  once,  and  after  a  fine  contest  the 
fish  came  to  net.  But  it  is  not  always  the  biggest 
mouthful  that  tempts  the  finest  fish. 

"  Stray  Notes  on  Fishing  and 
Natural  History." 
Mr.  Percy  Wadham  tells  us  something  of  the 
author  of  "  Stray  Notes  on  Fishing  and  Natural 
History,"  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
This  is  a  delightful  book  and  may  be  read  again 
and  again. 

The  "  Fiery  Brown." 
There  is  an  old  book  called  "  Salmon  Fishing  in 
Canada,"  which  was  published,  I  think,  about  1854. 
It  was  written  by  an  Irish  gentleman,  a  parson  I 
fancy,  who  emigrated  to  this  country.  It  is  in 
this  work  that  the  famous  old  story  of  poor  Martin 
Kelly,  of  Dublin,  and  the  "  Fiery  Brown  "  is  told. 
It  is  full  of  life  and  fun,  and  well  describes  the 
sport  to  be  had  in  those  days,  free,  in  the  rivers  of 
the  north  shore  of  the  St.  Lawrence  river.  The 
book  also  holds  a  fine  sermon  and  many  amusing 
epitaphs.* 

The  Wild  Cat  and  Wild  Cat  Work  in 
Denuding  the  Country  of  Timber. 
To  thoroughly  enjoy  this  region  in  winter  a  man 
should  own  a  pair  of  snow-shoes  and  be  familiar 
with  their  use.  To  tramp  through  deep  snow  in 
boots  is  extremely  fatiguing,  particularly  in  the 
woods  where  it  accumulates,  not  being  much 
exposed  to  the  sun.  It  is  stupid  work  walking  in 
the  roads,  and  even  there  the  going  is  bad.  In  the 
timber  one  finds  the  tracks  made  by  many  small 
animals,  raccoons  appear  to  be  fairly  numerous, 
but  foxes  are  not  very  abundant  this  season.  The 
lynx,  called  bob  cat  or  wild  cat,  was  formerly  not 
uncommon,  but  I  have  not  heard  of  one  being 
killed  this  winter.  The  country  is  rapidly  being 
denuded  of  all  the  good  timber  that  is  to  be  found 
scattered  here  and  there.  The  woods  are  shrinking 
and  so  are  the  streams.  When  I  first  came  to 
Sullivan  County,  many  years  ago,  the  Neversiuk 
river  was  a  fine  bold  stream  even  in  summer. 
About  the  only  place  one  could  wade  across  was 
where  a  rapid  poured  into  one  of  the  pools ;  just 
there  the  water  was  most  shallow,  but  the  force  of 
the  current  was  so  great  that  it  was  a  difficult,  and 
sometimes  dangerous,  matter  to  cross  without 
being  carried  away  into  the  deep  water  below. 
One  fine  young  man  lost  his  life  in  this  way  less 
than  twenty  years  ago.  Nowadays,  in  the  same 
spots,  we  can  often  pass  over  without  getting  wet 
above  the  knees.  The  river  shrinks  to  a  mere 
brook  in  midsummer.     Last  year  many  small 

Curiously  enough,  I  got  my  wife  to  write  out 
that  amusing  story  of  the  "  Fiery  Brown  "  for  me 
and  it  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  7  -1 
R.  B.  M. 
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trout  died  for  want  of  water  in  the  little  runs 
and  tributaries.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  the 
Mother  Country  you  are  more  far-sighted,  and  are 
not  so  fond  of  killing  the  goose  that  lays  the 
golden  eggs.  Here  progress  is  rapid.  We  will 
soon  have  no  forests  to  cut,  or  would  not  have  had 
if  reforms  recently  inaugurated  had  not  been 
considered. 

The  "  Tup." 
A  correspondent  on  your  side  of  the  Atlantic 
sent  me  a  few  charming  little  flies  of  his  own 
tying.  They  are  dainty  fabrications,  and  must  be 
very  close  to  Nature  in  size  and  colour.  I  thought 
for  some  time  that  your  "  Tup  "  was  an  angler  of 
distinction,  who  had  evolved  the  secret  of  that 
wonderful  dubbing  from  his  own  inner  conscious- 
ness. Now  I  am  better  informed.  But  why  should 
a  ram  be  called  a  "  Tup  "  ?  I  fancy  that  someone 
over  here  has  tried  to  win  fame  for  himself  by 
attempting  to  put  a  "  Tup's  "  body  on  a  fly  with  a 
new  name.  At  least,  a  pattern  was  sent  to  me  in 
1906  which  gave  me  that  idea.  I  will  look  it  up 
and  compare  the  dubbing  again. 

Weasel  for  Dubbing. 
The  weasel,  which  turns  white  in  winter,  has  a 
summer  coat  which,  I  think,  would  make  good 
dubbing.  The  colour  is  a  pale  yellowish  brown, 
quite  different  from  other  animals  of  the  same 
species.  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  one  as  yet, 
nor  mink  fur  of  the  brown  shade  I  like  so  much, 
although  I  have  had  a  skin  of  the  latter  brought  in 
to  me.  This  was  entirely  too  dark  for  our  pur- 
pose. 

The  American  Blue  Jay. 
Our  blue  jay  is  a  smaller  bird  than  the  European, 
very  handsome,  but  its  feathers  are  not  particularly 
tempting  to  the  fly  maker.  I  know  two  species — 
one  is  the  Canadian  jay,  and  the  other  is  found 
well  to  the  southward  in  winter.  In  fact,  I  remem- 
ber seeing  the  bird  in  Georgia  during  warm  weather, 
but  forget  the  date.  The  large  White  Owl  is 
occasionally  found  there  during  the  cold  weather. 
I  saw  a  fine  mounted  specimen  yesterday.  The 
plumage  is  beautiful.  There  is  a  species  called  the 
Silver  Owl  at  the  south,  which  is  also  a  very  hand- 
some bird. 

An  Old  "Bob." 
I  found  a  genuine  old-fashioned  "  bob  "  to-day 
which  had  been  mislaid  for  a  long  time.  This  was 
given  me  by  an  expert  at  fishing  with  this  curious 
bait,  and  I  know  that  he  killed  large  southern 
black  bass  with  it.  It  is  made  of  the  hair  of  a 
buck  deer,  with  a  bit  of  scarlet  silk  showing  well. 
A  bit  of  lead  is  fastened  on  the  shank  of  the  hooks 
to  give  weight.  The  line  used  is  very  short,  not 
over  three  feet,  and  this  is  tied  to  a  long  cane  pole. 
Usually  two  men  go  in  a  boat,  one  to  paddle  and 
the  other  to  manipulate  the  tackle.  They  coast 
along  shore  and  enter  the  small  bayous,  and  the 
fisherman  skitters  the  bob  about  old  stumps  and 
logs,  and  into  all  the  pockets  or  deep  holes.  The 
bass  goes  for  the  bait  with  a  fierce  rush,  and  is 
pretty  sure  to  be  well  hooked.  If  not  large  the  fish 
is  at  once  dragged  into  the  boat,  the  pole  being 
taken  hand  over  hand  on  account  of  the  short  line. 
I  know  that  the  maker  of  this  bob  killed  a  bass  of 
eleven  pounds  on  it,  and  he  asserted  that  he  had 
taken  them  of  larger  size  than  this.  I  fancy  that 
the  big  fish  would  be  apt  to  break  away  if  held 
hard.  The  sport  must  be  quite  exciting,  such  as  it 
is,  but  I  preferred  to  stick  to  artificial  flies  used  in 
connection  with  a  stout  fly  rod. 

The  First  American  Flies. 

The  Indians  of  Western  North  Carolina  are  said 
to  have  made  rough  flies  of  deer's  hair  for  the 
capture  of  trout  in  the  mountain  streams,  before 
white  men  settled  in  that  part  of  the  country.  It 
is  probable  that  fly-fishing  was  practised  in  England 
long  before  we  have  any  record  of  it  in  books. 

Old  people  have  told  me  that  the  first  flies  they 
ever  saw  in  this  country  were  made  of  red  cock's 
hackles,  with  a  red  body.  They  were  tied  on  horse- 
hair, several  strands  being  twisted  together.  A 
man  told  me  recently  that  the  saddle  hackles  were 
preferred,  so  the  flies  must  have  been  of  large 
size.  Theodore  Gordon. 
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FAVOUEITE  WATEES. 


"  Times  change : 
Friends  come  and  go." 

It  is  certainly  some  twelve  years  since  my  intro- 
duction, but  the  memory  of  my  first  visit  remains 
as  if  it  were  only  last  season. 

I  had  been  in  the  district  about  two  months, 
and  had  struck  up  a  firm  friendship  with  the 
jovial  sporting  parson.  "  Come  on.  P.,  get  out  your 
rod.  I  have  told  old  Tom  to  have  the  pony  here 
as  soon  as  possible."  "  Where  to  '?  "  I  asked.  "  Oh, 
down  to  Briarworthy  ;  it  is  only  about  three  miles, 
but  no  time  to  walk."  "But  I  thought  it  was 
private  water."  "  So  it  is,  but  Sir  G.  is  a  good 
sort.  I  have  a  permit,  and  I  know  he  will  give  you 
one  if  you  ask."  So  I  yielded.  We  drove  down 
into  a  deep  little  valley  in  which  the  setting  sun 
cast  soft  shadows  of  trees  andl cottages  nestling  on 
the  hillside.  We  left  the  pony  and  trap  in  a  farm- 
yard, and  after  a  few  cheery  words  with  the  farmer, 
we  made  for  a  group  of  trees,  among  which  we 
found  two  ponds  charmingly  situated,  with  bushes 
and  trees  overhanging  the  banlis — nice  clumps  of 
rushes  and  just  the  right  amount  of  weed  in  the 
water. 

I  fear  in  my  youth  I  almost  scorned  those  ponds, 
for  after  the  lakes  of  the  North  they  were  very 
small,  and  mill-ponds  at  that.  Such  is  youth. 
The  days  soon  came  when  I  not  only  respected 
those  ponds  but  loved  them.  Many  times  after  a 
trying  day's  work  have  I  retired  to  this  peaceful 
spot  and  turned  my  thoughts  on  beguiling  the 
trout. 

Youth,  ignorant  youth,  is  apt  often  to  gauge  too 
hastily  at  first  sight ;  and  so  it  was  that  my  sur- 
prise was  great  when  my  friend  the  parson  landed 
two  or  three  nice  trout  of  about  8oz.  each  before  I 
had  even  a  rise.  I  found  he  was  getting  them 
from  the  far  bank  of  the  upper  pond,  and  his 
advice  was  to  leave  the  larger  pond  till  after  dusk, 
as  there  was  no  wind.  The  upper  pond  being 
heavily  shaded,  it  was  always  possible  to  get  good 
sport  quite  half  an  hour  sooner  than  on  the  larger 
one. 

I  tried  to  follow  the  example  of  the  parson,  but 
failed  ignominiously.  I  had  taught  myself  to  fish, 
and  always  thought  I  could  fish,  but  though  the 
pond  was  narrow,  I  quite  failed  to  reach  the  far 
bank  which  appeared  so  easy  to  him  ;  so  I  spent 
the  next  half  hour  making  vain  efforts  to  improve 
my  throwing.  Then  the  trout  began  to  leave  the 
shelter  of  the  bank  and  explore  for  the  evening 
meal.  Then,  and  not  till  then,  did  I  get  a  single 
rise.  A  little  later,  when  we  had  played  out  this 
particular  water,  we  turned  our  attention  to  the 
larger  pond.  The  trout  were  now  sporting  fairly, 
and  we  both  landed  several  nice  fish.  Presently 
the  rise  went  off,  and  we  I  sat  down  and  smoked ; 
then  it  got  more  than  dusk,  and  only  the  outline  of 
the  rushes  could  be  seen  against  the  water,  and 
rises  were  extremely  difficult  to  locate.  We  chose 
sides  and  separated.  I  crept  carefully  along  the 
bank  rimning  N.W.,  and  so  had  the  advantage  of 
what  light  there  was  left.  I  listened  and  watched, 
and  found  the  fish  up  close  to  the  clumps  of  rushes, 
and  many  a  fine  trout  did  I  hook  and  many  I  lost ; 
but  the  net  result  was  I  nearly  equalled  the  parson 
when  we  came  to  examine  our  catch  by  the  light 
of  the  stable  lamp. 

You  may  be  sure  it  was  not  long  before  I  wrote 
to  Sir  G.  for  a  permit,  which  was  graciously 
accorded,  and  a  few  days  passed  before  we  again 
joined  forces,  and  from  that  time  we  spent  many 
pleasant  evenings  together. 

The  close  season  arrived,  and  rods  were  carefully 
overhauled  and  stored  away.  The  dreary  winter 
passed,  and  at  last; the  opening  day  drew  near,  and 
I  stole  a  few  hours  to  get  the  midday  fishing. 

Primroses  bloomed  on  the  bank,  but  the  wind 
was  cold,  and  ofttimes  snow  and  sleet  made  the 
fingers  more  than  cold  on  those  opening  days,  but 
never  have  I  foimd  it  too  cold,  and  seldom  have  I 
come  away  without  a  dozen  or  more  lively  trout. 

Alas!  my  friend   in   failing  health   found  it 

necessary  to  leave  for  more  suitable  climes,  and  so 

I  was  left  alone  on  the  banks  of  the  beautiful 

ponds,  and  though  I  could  then  with  greatest  of 

ease  cover  all  the  water  on  the  upper  pond  and 

most  of  the  lower,  I  did  not  despise  them  for  their 

size,  as  I  nearly  did  that  first  evening. 

*  *  *  *  ♦ 

I  think  it  was  the  following  year,  pretty  well  on 
in  the  season,  when  I  rode  over  to  fish  in  the 


evening  and  found  another  there.  I  don't  know 
that  I  was  pleased  to  see  him  as  I  had  grown  to 
look  uj)on  those  ponds  as  the  property  of  the 
parson  and  myself,  at  any  rate  as  far  as  fishing  was 
concerned.  He  was  a  man  nearly  twenty  years  my 
senior,  sitting  on  the  bank  beside  his  rod,  examin- 
ing some  water  weed.  He  wished  me  good  evening, 
and  when  I  had  returned  the  compliment  and 
asked  if  he  had  had  any  sport,  he  began  a  conver- 
sation on  botany.  Thus  it  was  I  found  a  new  friend 
to  join  me  in  fishing  expeditions,  not  only  to  those 
ponds  but  others  in  more  distant  parts.  We  were 
always  keen  but  fiiendly  rivals.  Neither  of  us 
required  telling  that  we  could  catch  as  many  trout, 
if  not  more,  than  anyone  else  for  many  miles  round, 
but  I  think  he  was  a  botanist  first  and  a  fisherman 
next,  for  whilst  I  carefully  studied  the  habits  of 
the  fish  he  preferred  his  flowers,  and  so  it  was  that 
though  there  was  not  much  difference  in  the  weight 
of  our  respective  catches,  yet  my  basket  usually 
contained  heavier  fish  than  his. 

It  was  often  that  I  caught  the  best  fish  of  the 
day  within  ten  feet  of  the  bank  from  which  he  had 
fished  an  hour  before,  vigorously  throwing  fifty  or 
sixty  feet  out,  and  though  I  more  than  hinted  at 
the  reason  of  my  success  or  his  failure,  I  never 
persuaded  him  to  adopt  my  methods  of  near  fish- 
ing. I  don't  know  why,  whether  it  was  being  by 
profession  used  to  teaching  and  nearly  old  enough 
to  be  my  father — also  he  did  not  approve  of  my 
proffered  advice — or,  it  was  quite  possible,  that 
being  able  more  easily  to  cast  longer  distances 
than  I,  and  perhaps  preferring  to  do  so,  he  may  in 
the  kindness  of  his  heart  have  left  the  near  fish 
for  me. 

We  tramped,  cycled  and  motored  many  miles 
together,  we  fished  mill-ponds  and  lakes,  small 
streams  and  rivers,  we  caught  fish  large  and  small, 
wet  or  fine,  hot  or  cold — those  were  pleasant  days. 

We  saw  our  old  favourite  ponds  pass  from  stage 
to  stage  during  the  years  we  fished  together.  The 
weeds  grew  thick,  we  toiled  together  with  drag  and 
hook  and  cleaned  them  out ;  but  worse  than  that, 
we  watched  with  anxious  eyes  the  red  water  from 
newly-opened  mines  above  gradually  filling  the 
ponds  with  a  red  and  slimy  mud.  The  water 
became  thicker  and  thicker,  and  was  often  like 
cocoa,  and  we  thought  the  fish  would  all  be  killed. 
It  was  not  nice,  but  the  fish  survived,  though  they 
showed  signs  of  sluggishness  after  a  continued 
spell  of  red  water  treatment,  but  would  revive 
after  a  rest  on  Sunday,  and  so  Monday  became 
the  best  fishing  day.  Fly. 


IMPORTANCE  OF  STUDY  OF 
FISH  FOOD. 

In  considering  the  life  conditions  of  a  living 
organism,  one  of  the  most  important  factors  to  be 
taken  into  account  is,  naturally,  the  food.  It  is 
essential  to  know  something  about  the  quantity 
and  kind  of  food  required,  not  only  for  existence, 
but  also  for  the  best  and  most  complete  develop- 
ment of  the  organism.  In  agriculture  this  question 
has  received  the  attention  of  many  investigators, 
and  the  results  of  their  labours  are  apparent  every- 
where. To  mention  only  two  instances  :  We  know 
that  plants  and  soils  have  been  studied  to  determine 
what  plants  are  best  adapted  to  the  different  kinds 
of  soil ;  where  certain  food  elements  are  lacking  in 
a  soil,  fertilisers  are  added,  or  the  soil  is  inoculated 
with  bacteria  which  will  produce  the  desired  results. 
In  stock  feeding  much  has  been  done  to  determine 
the  relative  value  and  nutritive  quaUties  of  the 
various  kinds  of  food  generally  employed,  so  that 
this  industry  may  now  be  conducted  along  scientific 
lines.  Comparatively  httle  attention  has  been 
given  to  the  food  of  our  useful  aquatic  animals, 
however.  The  whole  subject  of  aquiculture,  in 
fact,  has  been  very  much  neglected.  Analyses  have 
been  made,  and  we  have  been  told  that  our  regular 
food  fish  are  very  nutritious  and  make  an  excellent 
food  for  us,  but  our  knowledge  as  to  what  produces 
this  nutritious  food  is  entirely  too  Umited.  The 
whole  question  of  the  relation  of  quantity  and 
quality  of  food  to  the  rate  of  growth  and  physical 
well-being  of  fish  needs  much  more  thorough 
investigation  than  it  has  yet  received. 

This  neglect  of  aquiculture  is  certainly  not  due 
to  its  slight  economic  importance,  or  perhaps  it 
would  be  better  to  say  to  smaU  possibihties  of  its 
great  economic  importance.  It  has  been  estimated 
that  a  body  of  water  of  average  fertiUty  will  produce 
five  times  as  much  as  an  equal  area  of  average  land. 
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Sweeney  (1898)  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  a 
small  fishpond  (60ft.  by  120ft.)  in  Indiana  produced 
10001b.  of  black  bass  and  2501b.  of  yellow  perch 
in  fifteen  mon|-hs  without  being  suppHed  with  any 
artificial  food.  At  the  price  of  eight  cents  per 
pound,  he  estimated  that  if  the  natural  waters  of 
Indiana  had  been  relatively  only  about  a  tenth  as 
productive  as  this  pond,  the  fish  products  would 
have  been  almost  equal  in  value  to  the  corn  crop 
of  the  State  in  1896,  the  year  of  this  experiment, 
and  a  little  more  than  twice  the  value  of  the  wheat 
crop.  Yet,  in  spite  of  the  great  possibihties  of  our 
natural  waters  from  an  economic  standpoint,  most 
of  them  receive  little  or  no  attention,  except  annually 
or  biennially  when  our  legislators  wrestle  with  the 
complex  problem  of  devising  laws  for  the  protection 
of  fish  and  aquatic  birds.  There  is  little  doubt  that 
if  more  attention  was  given  to  investigations 
relative  to  increasing  the  producing  efficiency  of  our 
natural  waters,  many  of  the  stringent  protective 
laws  that  now  adorn  our  statute  books  would 
become  superfluous. 

Like  other  living  organisms,  fish  are  affected  by 
both  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  food  available 
for  them.    The  quantity  of  suitable  fish  food  found 
in  a  stream  or  lake  determines,  not  only  the  number 
of  fish  that  may  be  supported,  but  also  the  physical 
condition  of  those  that  do  survive.    When  food  is 
scarce  a  smaller  number  will  be  able  to  win  in  the 
struggle  for  existence,  and  those  that  do  win  will 
usually  be  poor  and  stunted  in  their  growth.  Fish 
epicures  have  persistently  maintained  that  the 
flavour  of  a  poorly-fed  fish  is  much  inferior  to  that 
of  one  which  has  had  an  abundant  supply  of  food. 
They  also  assert  that  the  flavour  is  affected  very 
much  by  the  kind  of  food  on  which  the  fish  feeds. 
It  is  stated,  too,  that  the  kind  of  food  affects  the 
growth  of  a  fish  very  materially.    Baird  ( 1857 )  cites 
an  experiment  in  which  yoimg  trout,  presumably 
the  same  number  and  of  the  same  size,  were  placed 
in  three  separate  tanks  and  were  fed  upon  different 
kinds  of  food.    The  trout  in  one  tank  were  supplied 
with  worms  ;   those  in  another  were  given  live 
minnows  ;  while  those  in  the  third  were  fed  upon 
"  water-flies."    The  trout  which  subsisted  upon 
worms  grew  slowly  and  had  a  lean  appearance ; 
those  which  were  supplied  with  live  minnows  became 
rnuch  larger  ;  "  while  those  which  had  flies  alone 
given  to  them  attained  in  a  short  time  prodigious 
dimensions,  weighing  twice  as  much  as  both  the 
others  together."    It  is  true,  of  course,  that  there 
is  a  very  marked  difference  in  the  rate  of  growth 
of  trout,  even  under  apparently  the  same  food 
conditions.    Trout  culturists,  for  instance,  find  it 
necessary  to  sort  the  young  trout  of  a  pond  at 
regular  intervals  after  they  are  a  few  months  old, 
and  separate  the  larger,  precocious  individuals  from 
the  smaller,  weaker  ones  in  order  to  keep  the  former 
from  prejdng  upon  the  latter.    But,  in  spite  of  this 
apparent  contradictory  evidence,  there  is  httle 
doubt  that  the  great  difference  in  the  results 
obtained  in  the  above  experiment  was  due,  in  some 
measure  at  least,  to  the  different  kinds  of  food 
supplied. 

As  long  ago  as  1653  Walton  appreciated  the 
importance  of  the  quahty  of  the  feeding  ground, 
for  he  says  :  "  And  certainly,  as  some  pastures 
breed  larger  sheep,  so  do  some  rivers,  by  reason  of 
the  ground  over  which  they  flow,  breed  larger 
trouts."  Francis  (1868)  makes  the  assertion  that 
"  trout  in  one  stream  will  be  much  larger,  firmer, 
redder  and  better  shaped  than  in  others.  This 
may,  in  a  measure,  be  owing  to  the  greater  abun- 
dance of  food,  but  I  have  every  reason  to  believe 
that  it  proceeds  quite  as  much  from  the  kind  of 
food  that  they  are  enabled  to  obtain."  Further  on 
he  says  :  "  In  lakes  also  it  is  a  very  common  thing 
to  find  the  trout  in  one  lake  large,  bright  and  well 
fed,  and  in  another  very  similar  in  appearance,  and 
perhaps  only  a  bare  half  mile  distant  from  the 
other,  they  will  be  long,  black  and  lean,  with  heads 
out  of  all  proportion  to  the  thickness  of  the  body. 
In  another,  probably  but  a  similar  distance  from 
the  first  two,  the  trout  will  be  abundant,  but  very 
small,  though  bright  and  well  coloured."  To 
exemphfy  this,  he  cites  a  group  of  small  lakes  in 
which  he  had  fished,  and  attributes  the  superior 
condition  of  the  trout  in  the  smallest  lake  of  the 
group  to  the  abundance  and  greater  variety  of  the 
food  found  in  it.  Baird  (1857)  cites  a  similar 
difference  between  the  trout  of  two  streams,  one  of 
which  is  a  tributary  of  the  other,  and  he  ascribes 
it  to  the  great  difference  in  the  quantity  and  variety 
of  the  fish  food  which  he  found  in  the  two  waters. 
T  us  it  is  evident  that  a  knowledge  of  both 


the  quantity  and  kinds  of  food  found  in  a  stream 
or  lake  is  of  very  great  importance  when  it  comes 
to  the  question  of  trout  culture.  This,  doubtless,  is 
true  also  of  the  culture  of  all  other  fish,  and  this 
knowledge  would  be  very  valuable  in  the  intro- 
duction of  a  species  of  fish  into  new  waters.  If  we 
know  the  kind  of  food  on  which  the  fish  thrives 
best,  and  if  we  also  know  the  quantity  and  kinds 
of  food  available  in  the  water  to  be  stocked,  then 
the  problem  of  stocking  the  water  can  be  attacked 
in  such  a  way  as  greatly  to  increase  the  chances  of 
success.  Until  such  knowledge  is  acquired,  we  must 
continue  to  experiment  more  or  less  bhndly. 

Walton  tells  us  that  the  trout  "  lies  at  watch  for 
^ny  fly  or  minnow  that  comes  near  him,  and  he 
especially  loves  the  May  Fly."  In  the  two  and  a 
half  centuries  since  Walton  wrote,  relatively  httle 
has  been  added  to  his  observations  on  the  feeding 
habits  of  most  of  the  trout,  though  several  writers, 
especially  writers  on  trout  culture,  have  com- 
mented in  a  general  way  upon  the  great  variety  of 
trout  food.  There  is  very  httle  definite  information 
as  to  the  quantities  and  proportions  of  the  various 
component  elements,  however.  From  general  state- 
ments we  learn  that  the  food  includes  various  kinds 
of  worms,  ail  kinds  of  insects  (both  adults  and 
larvse),  molluscs  of  one  sort  or  another,  crustaceans, 
small  fish,  fish  eggs  ;  in  fact,  almost  anything  that 


Das  Rothe  Haus, 

Treves,  May  11,  1874. 
Arriving  here  at  last  with  my  wife  and  two 
daughters  after  a  long  journey  from  Brussels,  we 
enjoy  the  quiet  of  this  ancient  city,  and  love  to 
wander  among  the  massive  ruins  of  the  buildings 
from  which  for  centuries  conquering  Rome  governed 
Spain,  Gaul,  Germany,  and  Britain.  To  walk 
through  the  halls  from  whence  Constantine  issued 
his  decrees,  and  the  edifice,  now  a  church,  in 
which  his  mother  St.  Helena  lived ;  to  stand  on 
the  great  gateway  of  the  city,  ninety  feet  in  height 
and  capable  of  housing  1000  soldiers;  to  gaze 
upon  the  piers,  still  perfect,  of  the  bridge,  which 
existed  b.c.  28;  all  this  calls  forth  thoughts 
evoked  nowhere  else—it  is  like  living  among  the 
ancient  Romans. 

Treves  abounds  in  interesting  ecclesiastical  build- 
ings dating  from  the  fourth  to  the  eighteenth 
centuries,  but  these  took  small  hold  of  my  mind, 
which  was  absorbed  in  the  grandeur  of  the  won- 
derful structures  which  preceded  them.  The  city 
stands  in  a  broad  flat  valley  of  exuberant  richness 
and  fertility.  Even  at  this  early  season  it  teems 
with  crops  of  grasses,  cereals,  and  roots — many  of 
them  httle  cultivated  in  England,  but  important 
here  as  furnishing  fresh  daily  supplies  for  the 
cattle,  which  are  all  stall-fed.    The  valley  is  sur- 


'  Keen  as  Mustakd." 


is  digestible,  as  well  as  many  things  that  are  not 
digestible.    Trout  are  regarded  as  carnivorous  from 

choice,  but  omnivorous  in  cases  of  necessity.  

Chancey  Juday,  in  the  "Bulletin  of  the  United 
States  Bureau  of  Fisheries." 


FISHING  AT  KYLLBEKG  AND 
WILDBAD  IN  1874. 


In  his  book,  "  My  Life  as  an  Angler,"  the  late 
Mr.  Wm.  Henderson  has  a  chapter  on  fishing  on 
the  Continent,  from  which  we  take  the  following 
extracts : — 

"  To-MORKOW  TO  FRESH  WOODS  AND  PASTURES  NEW." 

— Milton. 

"I  have  fished  in  the  Coquet  sae  clear. 
The  Brownie,  the  Breamish,  an'  Reed, 
I  have  tried  the  Cale,  Wansbeck,  and  Wear, 

And  tickled  the  trout  o'  the  Tweed. 
I  have  roved  on  the  braes  o'  famed  Garrow, 

I  have  traversed  the  Teviot  and  Tay, 
Thrawn  the  flie  in  the  Dee  an'  the  Devon, 
And — mony  a  stream  far  away." 

— R.  ROXBY. 

These  fishing  notes  describe  some  attempts  I 
made  to  bring  my  EngUsh  experience  to  bear  upon 
the  trout  of  the  Continent.  If  my  descriptions 
appear  move  than  usually  prolix,  let  me  allege  by 
way  of  excuse  that  the  fishing  was  in  localities  not 
frequently  described,  and  that  it  was  the  charm  of 
novelty  which  prompted  me  to  write  at  some  length 
the  letters  to  my  children  which  are  subjoined. 


rounded  by  somewhat  abrupt  hills,  rising  from 
800ft.  to  1000ft.  They  are  very  picturesque,  varied 
as  they  are  with  rocks  of  a  bright  ruddy  colour, 
and  dotted  over  with  fruit  and  forest  trees,  inter- 
spersed with  small  patches  of  spade  cultivation, 
and  vineyards  producing  wines  which  are  prized  at 
our  English  tables. 

Our  hotel  is  one  of  the  most  ancient  dwellings  in 
Treves.    The  exact  date  is  unknown,  but  it  cannot 
be  less  than  four  or  five  hundred  years  old.    It  is 
four  storeys  high,  besides  three  more  storeys  in  the 
high   pitched  roof.     Everything   is  charmingly 
mediasval,  both  within  and  without.    Outside  there 
are  many  figures  of  saints  and  knights  in  armour ;' 
it  is  battlemented  and  coloured  red,  from  whence 
the  name  "  Das  Rothe  Haus."     There  are  two 
courtyards,  into  which  many  of  the  windows  look, 
and  the  upper  storeys  have  open  galleries  of  great 
length,  whence  doubtless  in  former  days  many  a 
fair  lady  looked  down  ou  the  armed  knights  below 
going  out  or  returning  from  the  endless  strifes  and 
struggles  of  four  or  five  centuries  ago.    And  a  room 
is  pointed  out  as  that  in  which  some  years  ago  the 
last  of  the  Stuarts  died  after  receiving  a  mortal 
wound  in  a  duel.    Who  this  individual  was  I  have 
failed  to  discover.    He  was  not  the  only  person 
who  asserted  himself  to  be  the  last  of  that  noble 
but  ill-fated  race.    I  have  seen  one  such  claimant 
myself,  and  was  much  impressed  by  his  strong 
likeness  to  the  portraits  of  the  ancestors  he  called 
his  own.    And  I  am  assured  that  there  are  yet 
plenty  of  Stuarts  in  the  world  who  can  trace  their 
descent  to  the  royal  James  of  Scotland. 

After  spending  two  days  in  these  charming 
quarters,  my  mind  turned  to  the  chance  of  pro- 
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curing  some  trout  fishing,  aaid  by  dint  of  question- 
ing our  good-natured  landlord  I  elicited  from  him 
that  there  was  a  stream  twenty  miles  off  much 
esteemed  for  its  trout.  It  bore  the  seductive  name 
of  the  Kyll,  and  the  village  nearest  to  the  scene  of 
oper9,tion,  that  of  Kyllberg.  Next  I  had  to  provide 
myself  with  a  guide  and  interpreter,  my  acquaint- 
ance with  the  German  language  being  of  the  most 
limited  character.  Herr  Becker  murmiured  some- 
thing about  the  "  very  man,"  went  out  and  returned 
with  a  little  grinning  Frenchman,  whose  demonstra- 
tive politeness  would  have  been  in  keeping  with 
the  Pai-is  Boulevards.  It  appeared  that  there  were 
but  two  "really  suitable  men"  for  my  purpose  in 
Treves,  an  Irish  cobbler  and  the  Frenchman  now 
before  me ;  that  the  Irishman  could  not  speak 
German,  and  that  the  Frenchman  was  equally 
innocent  of  English.  Now  as  I  wanted  a  guide  for 
the  express  purpose  of  translating  my  English  into 
the  German  spoken  by  the  burgomaster,  innkeeper, 
and  others  at  Kyllberg,  the  situation  was  embaiTas- 
sing  enough.  At  last  impertinent  doubts  suggested 
themselves  as  to  Paddy  having  possibly  "  left  his 
country  for  his  country's  good  "  ;  and  the  French- 
man being  in  presence,  and  doing  his  best  to  bow 
and  grin  himself  into  favour,  gained  the  day.  I  at 
once  instructed  him  to  procure  some  worms,  giving 
him  the  best  description  I  could  as  to  kind  and 
size. 

Towards  evening  the  man  re-entered  our  room 
with  a  proud,  confident  look,  and  presented  me 
with  an  ink  bottle,  his  whole  manner  plainly  say- 
ing, "  Ah  1  the  Irishman  could  have  done  nothing 
like  this !  "  A  glance  at  the  bottle  showed  me  a 
score  of  as  unsightly  worms  as  I  ever  beheld ; 
hideous  creatures  of  every  shade  of  green  and 
yellow,  crawling  and  slobbering  about  in  the  water 
he  had  poured  upon  them.  In  vain  the  ladies 
tried  to  explain  to  him  that  these  were  not  the 
kind  required,  and  that  worms  died  when  placed  in 
water;  he  only  repeated  that  they  were  '■^  hicn 
magnifiquc"  as  he  walked  up  and  down  and 
grinned  in  such  a  way  as  to  prove  his  surpreme 
self-satisfaction.  By  this  time  we  were  in  fits  of 
laughter,  but  the  little  man  only  took  this  as  a 
personal  compliment,  and  it  was  some  time  before 
we  could  make  him  understand  that  he  must  go 
and  dig  for  worms  of  a  different  kind,  and  bring 
them  in  their  native  earth.  Late  at  night  he  came 
with  a  better  sample,  and  arrangements  were  made 
for  starting  next  morning  by  the  8.30  train  for 
Kyllberg. 

Our  route  lay  for  a  short  distance  along  the 
broad  valley  of  Moselle,  but  soon  diverged  into  that 
of  the  Kyll.  We  kept  close  to  this  little  stream 
through  the  remainder  of  the  journey,  frequently 
crossing  it,  and  thus  obtaining  ever-changing  views 
of  river,  vale,  and  hills.  About  ten  o'clock  we 
reached  Kyllberg,  and  I  despatched  my  guide  to 
the  burgomaster  for  leave  to  angle  in  the  river, 
which  was  granted  with  a  facility  which  did  not  augur 
well  for  the  value  of  the  boon.  The  day  was  fickle, 
with  slight  showers  of  rain,  and  even  hail,  and  bright 
glimpses  of  sunshine  between  ;  but  not  altogether 
unfavourable  for  fishing.  The  river  differed  from 
most  English  streams  in  that,  while  the  larger 
portion  of  it  consisted  of  rapid  running  water, 
the  grassy  banks  were  generally  not  more  than  a 
foot  above  the  level  of  its  surface.  Such  a  river  in 
England  would  have  worn  for  itself  a  deep  channel, 
but  here  its  surface  was  nearly  on  a  level  with 
rich  crops  of  grass  and  cereals.  The  water  was 
clear  in  colour,  and  varied  in  depth  from  one  to  six 
feet.  In  breadth  it  resembled  the  Glen  below 
Akeld,  but  the  stream  sped  along  a  good  deal  faster. 
The  worst  feature  for  the  angler  was  the  want  of 
bushes  and  trees  by  the  riverside,  and  of  those 
holes  and  special  shelters  for  fish  which  are  the 
charm  and  the  value  of  English  rivers. 

{To  he  continued.) 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents, 
55  and  66,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. : — 

25743.  Trawling  -  nets.  C.  A.  Nielsen,  Port 
Ahuriri,  and  R.  S.  Alward,  Wellington,  both  in 
New  Zealand.  Trawling-nets,  which  are  formed 
with  an  extension  proiecting  forwardly  in  an  up- 
ward direction  from  the  upper  edge  of  the  net,  are 
provided  with  side  flaps  for  preventing  the  fish 
from  escaping  laterally.  These  flaps  increase  in 
depth  trom  nothing  at  their  forward  ends  to  the 
depth  of  the  shear-boards  at  the  ends  nearest  the 
net. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remarks. — Those  who  fish 
the  Thames  having,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  had  a 
bad  \Yind  up  to  coarse  fishing  are  now  longing  for 
April  1.  The  frosts  have  kept  the  trout  down 
during  the  past  week,  and  warmer  weather  is  required 
to  bring  the  bleak  to  the  surface.  But  bffore  we 
meet  with  April  showers,  which  the  proverb  says 
bring  May  flowers,  there  may  be  a  decided  change, 
and  possibly  there  is  a  chance  of  real  spring 
weather.  Chertsey,  Shepperton,  and  Sunbury 
Weirs  will  be  found  the  best  places  to  try  for  a 
trou^.  on  the  opening  day ;  and  the  easiest  of 
these  three  to  fish  is  Shepperton.  Chertsey  Weir 
will  probably  yield  the  largest  trout.  Sunbury 
Weir  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  to  fish  owing  to  the 
numerous  natural  obstructions.  The  weir  stream 
itself,  however,  is  one  of  the  most  level  and  pretty 
stretches  near  town. — F.  H.  Amphlbtt. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  water  was  in  much 
better  condition  during  the  last  three  days  of  the 
season,  and  several  jack  up  to  81b.  were  taken  near 
Shiplake  and  Wargrave  during  the  afternoon  of  the 
closing  day  ;  a  lo  al  angler  had  a  very  good  take  of 
roach.  One  or  two  trout  have  already  been  seen,  so 
that  prospects  are  looking  right  for  the  opening  on 
April  1. — Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Teddington  Weir).  —  The  season 
finished  up  very  quiet  here.  Dace  were  very  plenti- 
ful. The  last  three  days  I  got  640,  nearly  all  re- 
tiirned.  Mr.  E.  T.  Miller,  of  Caledonian-road, 
Holloway,  with  my  brother,  got  twenty  dozen  fine 
dace  in  one  day.  Mr.  Brunker,  also  with  Iriend, 
got  nineteen  dozen.  I  weighed  a  fine  jack  the  last 
day,  ca"ght  by  Mr.  L.  C.  Cross  just  above  the  weir. 
It  scaled  HJlb.,  length  2ft.  11  in. ,  and  in  very  fine 
condition. — Walter  McBride. 

Thames  (Twickenham). — The  last  report  for 
season  ending  general  fishing  March,  1908,  which 
has  been  a  very  poor  one  in  these  reaches  as  in 
most  other  rivers — in  fact,  the  worst  that  has  been 
known  for  a  long  time.  Taking  it  all  round,  the 
heavy  land  water  we  had  at  times  seriously  ham- 
pered the  fishing;  for  weeks  in  all ;  apart  from  that, 
the  fi-h,  I  think,  have"  been  more  amsitive  to  the 
climatic  changes,  a  sharp  frost  and  the  easterly 
winds  seem  to  have  knocked  them  off  feed  from 
time  to  time.  Some  of  the  week  ends  have  al  o 
been  very  contrary  for  patrons,  taking  the'total  bag. 
There  has  not  been  anything  like  the  usual 
Weight  of  fish  taken  from  Twickenham  as 
hitherto,  and  I  hope  next  season  we  shall  more 
than  make  up  for  it.  We  'had  a  good  number 
of  angleis  down  last  week,  and  some  of  them 
did  very  well.  The  first  four  days  Brown's  patrons 
had  good  catches  of  bream,  roach  and  dace,  as  also 
did  R.  Moffatt's,  A.  Turner's  and  others.  On  the 
night  of  March  11  we  got  a  sharp  frost,  conse- 
quently on  March  12  and  13  we  had  rather  poor  bags. 
A  gentleman  fishing  the  weir  finished  the  season 
well  on  the  afternoon  of  March  14  by  landing  a 
pike  about  171b.  Those  must  have  been  happy 
moments.    I  congratulate  him. — A.  Hancock. 

Avon  (Ringwood). — This  river  is  now  in  first- 
rate  order  for  salmon  fishing.  On  March  11, 
Commander  Walker  took  one  of  21  lb.,  on  the 
Ringwood  water.-  On  March  13,  Mr.  J.  D.  Mills, 
one  of  21  lb.,  on  the  Bistern  water,  and  another  of 
191b.  was  taken  on  March  15.  On  Avon  Tyrrell 
water,  on  March  14,  Mr.  L.  F.  Harrison  and  Mr. 
Buckley  got  three  fish  ;  the  former  one  of  201b.  and 
the  latter  two  of  2841b.  each.  On  March  15,  Mr. 
L.  F.  Harrison  got  one  of  351b.  and  I  got  one  of 
21  lb.— M.  W.  Hayter. 

Badg'e worthy  Water  (Devon  and  Somerset). — 
Plenty  of  trout,  and  water  in  good  order  for  fly. 
The  Blue  Dun  and  March  Brown  failed  on  March  1 6, 
and  a  little  Red  Palmer  took  all  the  fish.  They 
were  small — nothing  up  to  the  5oz.  specimens  pre- 
viously recorded.  I  hooked  one  of  that  size  on 
March  17,  but  he  escaped.  The  chances  are  that 
fishing  will  be  better  in  April  if  only  the  weather 
permits.  This  is  not  bad  now,  though  cold  with 
occasional  showers  alternating  with  sunshine. — J.  P. 
Taylor. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach). — During  the 
last  week  of  the  pa  t  season  the  weather  was  so 
cold  that  fishing  on  some  days  was  practically  out 
of  the  question.  Thosa  fishing  for  roach  only 
caught  colds.  With  the  water  in  good  colour  those 
in  pursuit  of  the  pike  did  fairly  well  all  along  the  Cam. 
with  seven  and  eight  fish  to  a  rod  in  two  hours'  fishing. 
During  the  past  season  the  numerous  visiting 
anglers  from  London  and  other  places  have  had  a 
good  season  ;  in  fact,  I  have  heard  of  few  com- 
plaints on  this  water.    Wishing  all  anglers  many 


tight  lines  for  June  of  this  year. — John  O.  George, 
Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Conway. — Tlie  Conway,  Lledr,  and  Lligwv  rivers 
have  been  in  excellent  condition  during  the  last 
few  days,  f.nd  several  good  baskets  are  reported. 
Mr.  Williams,  Cross  Keys,  Bettws-y-Coed,  landed 
two  trout  weighing  4|lb.  and  41b.  respectively, 
from  the  Lli^wy  river  ;  while  a  number  of  trout, 
ranging  from  21b.  to  41b.,  have  been  caught  in  the 
Conway  and  Lledr  rivers. — J.  R.  Chambers. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — Salmon  have  not 
been  running  so  freely  this  week  as  last,  but  several 
have  been  taken  at  the  weir  pool.  Very  few  have 
been  captured  in  the  lower  waters,  one  or  two 
being  taken  by  Mr.  Phillips's  men ;  but  I 
have  not  heard  of  anything  being  done  at 
Stoke  Gabriel  or  Dittisham.  Trout  have  not 
been  taken  so  freely  this  week,  although  a  fair 
number  of  small  baskets  have  been  obtained 
by  Messrs.  H.  T.  Distin,  E.  Distin,  Revell,  ToUit, 
and  J.  Edmonds,  while  Mr.  Cohn  May,  hon.  sec.  of 
the  Dart  Angling  Association,  had  a  dish  of  twenty- 
two  nice  fish.  On  March  14  Mr.  Rogers,  of  Buck- 
fastleigh,  landed  a  171b.  salmon  in  splendid  condi- 
tion, and  two  days  later  he  also  had  three  fish,  one 
of  which  scaled  18.b. — ^Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Some  very  fair  sport  has 
been  had  on  the  Otter,  near  Honiton,  althou.;h  the 
weather  has  been  cold,  and  last  week  Capt.  Lowry 
had  some  fish  over  Soz.  in  weight.  The  water  is 
in  capital  condition.  The  opening  week  on  the 
Ockment,  Torridge,  and  Lew  was  not  vi-ry  favour- 
able to  anglers,  owing  to  the  swollen  waters,  but 
wi  h  the  ime  weather  sport  should  improve. — 
Devonian. 

Bden  (Carlisle). — Angling  was  interrupted  by  a 

lieavy  spate  on  the  night  of  March  7,  and  it  was 
March  12  before  the  river  was  in  order.  Since  then 
about  fifty  fish  have  been  taken  with  the  rod,  most 
of  the  execution  be  ng  done  from  Warwick  Hall 
upwards  to  Armathwaite.  In  the  Corby  water, 
rented  by  the  Yorkshire  anglers,  Mr.  Ramsden  has 
landed  five,  71b.,  151b.,  Dlb.,  191b.,  and  191b.  ;  Mr. 
Gamble,  three,  the  heaviest,  191b. ;  Mr.  Reffitt,  three, 
13lb.,  221b.,  and  241b.  ;  Mr.  England,  two,  91b.  and 
261b.;  Mr.  Johnston,  two,  161b.  and  181b.;  Mr. 
Manuel,  Mr.  Broadhurst,  and  Mr.  Atkinson,  one 
each.  In  the  Warwick  Hall  water,  Mr.  C.  Liddell, 
three,  101b.,  181b.,  and  19Ib.  ;  Mr.  Bramwell,  two, 
81b.  and  101b.  ;  and  Bell,  the  keeper,  one,  181b. 
At  Sy ke  Foot,  Mr.  Mason  Scott,  two,  1 51b.  and  1 71b. ; 
and  Mr.  Tandy,  two,  171b.  each.  At  Crosby,  Mr. 
Wood,  two;  and  Mr.  Cookson,  one,  221b.  In  the 
Holme  End  water,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  R.  Scott,  and 
Mr.  Rea,  one  each.  At  Brocklewath,  Mr.  Dalton, 
three ;  and  Dr.  Murray,  one,  141b.  In  the  Low 
House  water,  Mr.  Fletcher,  two  ;  and  Mr.  Farrer, 
two.  At  Armathwaite  Castle,  Mr.  Edwards,  two, 
81b.  and  171b.  ;  and  Mr.  Shaw,  one,  261b.  Mr. 
H.  B.  Lockhart  had  two  in  the  Cargo  water,  81b. 
and  20lb.  ;  and  Mr.  J.  Harris,  one,  151 1.,  in  the 
Corby  Boat  Pool.  There  is  too  much  snow  in  the 
water  for  trout  fishing,  and  the  weather  too  cold 
for  any  decent  hatch  of  flies. — Silver  Grey. 

Elan  Reservoirs. — Although  no  tickets  have  yet 
been  issued  from  the  estate  office,  good  catches  have 
been  obtained  by  individual  members  of  the  water- 
works staff,  who  are  privileged  to  fish  without 
tickets.  Mr.  John  Harris  had  a  very  nice  basketful, 
and  Mr.  Swann,  the  resident  engineer,  fishing  in 
Pengarreg  reservoir,  took  one  fine  trout  which 
turned  the  scale  at  21b.  loz.  Items  from  the 
fishing  regulations  provide  that  all  reservoir 
fishing  is  to  be  from  the  banks,  no  boats  are 
allowed,  and  wading  is  strictly  prohibited.  All 
nets  except  landing-nets  are  barred,  all  fishing  is  to 
be  done  between  sunrise  and  half  an  hour  after 
sunset,  and  no  fishing  is  permitted  on  Sundays.  No 
ticket-hold. >r  may  be  accompanied  by  a  dog,  and 
anyone  selling  the  produce  of  his  catch  will  be  liable 
to  forfeit  his  ticket.  Tips  to  bailiffs  and  corporation 
employes  incur  the  like  forfeiture  and  the  summary 
dismissal  of  the  receiver  of  tips,  etc. — W.  B.  H. 

Esk  (Whitby). —  Although  the  water  has  con- 
tinued in  nice  angling  condition,  sport  has  been  of 
a  low  order,  mainly  in  conse.juence  of  the  con- 
tinuance of  cold  winds  with  occasional  slight  falls 
of  snow.  Nevertheless  a  fair  number  of  rods  have 
been  out,  despite  the  unfavourable  conditions,  but 
I  hear  only  of  one  catch,  that  of  Mr.  L.  Wolf,  who 
la  ded  a  trout.  Should  warmer  conditions  prevail 
during  next  week,  the  prospects  of  sport  are  fairly 
satisfactory.  As  yet  sea-angling  has  few  votaries, 
and  operations  are  entirely  confined  to  the  piers 
and  quays,  where  meagre  takes  are  being  effected.^ — 
J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).  —  Some  excellent 
salmon  fishing  has  been  had  by  rod  anglers  in  the 
Exe  between  Salmon  Pool  and  Thorverton,  one 
splendi  I  catch  being  rande  by  an  Exeter  gentleman 
fishing  from  Black  AUer  Weir  last  week.  He  landed 
six  fine  salmon,  the  largest  scaling  181b.  and  the 
smallest  61h»<»    1  send  you  by  this  same  post  a 
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photograph  taken  from  the  Exeter  Gazette.  During 
the  early  part  of  last  week  many  people  were  to  be 
seen  watching  the  salmon  jumping  at  the  weirs,  as 
it  is  marvellous  that  so  many  of  these  fish  find  their 
way  up  to  the  higher  reaches  of  the  river,  despite 
many  obstacles,  in  the  fulfilment  of  nature's 
mysterious  laws.  It  speaks  well  for  the  develop- 
ment and  the  future  success  of  this  year,  arid  it  is 
hoped  that  both  the  rod  anglers  and  net  fisliermen 
will  all  have  a  share  in  the  spoil.  Now  the  close 
season  is  on  the  coarse  fishing  in  the  canal  and  river 
is  stopped,  eels  excepted.  The  smelt  have  left 
Exmouth  Dock,  and  only  fishing  on  the  pier  is 
followed  up,  some  good  catches  of  pollack  being 
made  with  White  Fly  and  ragworm,  the  most  suc- 
cesuul  anglers  being  Messrs.  R.  Mostyn,  Maxwell, 
White,  Duchcherer,  Perry,  Laund,  Cobley,  and 
others. — Red  Palmee. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  Lea  is  closed  to 
perch  and  pike  fishing,  and  the  Stort  to  the  capture 
of  all  Kinds  of  general  fish.  Open  sti!l  for  ro^ch, 
chub,  bream,  etc.,  the  Lea  is  in  fair  order,  and  it 
is  hoped  some  good  baskets  will  be  obtained  on 
March  22,  on  the  occasion  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society's  contest  in  the  historic  Rye  House  district. 
On  March  11,  in  the  Hertford  waters,  Mr.  Tebbuth 
took  some  nice-class  roach  up  to  1  lb.  and  some  fine 
dace,  a  number  of  which  were  over  ^Ib.  each.  On 
March  15  another  angler  in  this  park  of  the  Lea 
landed  nearly  twenty  dace,  and  some  nice  roach 
were  taken,  though  sport  was  not  at  all  good 
generally.  There  was  a  very  severe  irost  in  the 
early  hours  of  March  1 5  in  the  Lea  Valley.  Before 
pilie  fishing  closed,  Mr.  Clark,  jun,,  landed  a  7|lb. 
pike  at  Waltham — Izaak  Walton. 

Iivigg  and  Arrow  (Iieominster). — Both  these 
streams  have  been  again  upset  by  the  sudden  change 
in  the  weather,  and  little  fishing  will  be  done  until 
the  wat.r  clears  and  the  weather  gets  warmer.  The 
Pinsley  is  in  fair  order. — G Wynne. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — Conditions  of  the  last 
few  days  ot  the  season  were  far  from  satisfactory, 
ending  in  disappointment  to  many  of  our  a:  dent 
a.nglers.  Of  course  the  pike  fishing  was  the 
favourite  pastime,  but  very  few  were  captured 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Peterborough.  A 
mile  or  two  away,  at  the  Ferry,  Mr.  Machin 
(Peterborough)  captiu-ed  a  brace  of  pike,  weighing 
about  61b.  each  ;  and  two  of  our  most  enthusiastic 
anglers — Mr.  S'  ewart  (Peterborough)  and  Mr.  (_  liver 
(t-tton,  near  Market  Deeping)— on  March  14,  in  the 
Yaxley  district,  made  the  extraordinary  capiure  of 
fourteen  pike,  the  weights  ranging  from  161b.  to 
41b. ;  the  total  weight  of  the  fourteen  being  about 
1001b.— E.  A.  S. 

Oare  Water  (Somerset). — Some  fair  sport  has 
been  had  with  the  Blue  Dun  and  March  Brown,  also 
the  Upright.  Fish  a  e  still  very  capricious,  only 
feeding  lor  a  lew  minutes  and  then  going  off 
entirely.  The  other  day  I  was  fishing  from  eleven 
to  four,  only  going  off  for  an  hour  and  a  half  to  see 
the  Doone  Valley,  and  I  never  hit  the  rise  at  all, 
and  only  got  half  a  dozen  all  the  day.  My  best  day 
so  far  was  twenty-one. — J.  P.  Tayloe. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — This  river  on 
March  17  was  clear  and  in  a  normal  state.  Fish 
have  been  taking  the  Hywell  all  through  the  past 
week,  the  best  t  me  of  the  take  being  between 
1  and  2  p.m.  The  March  Brown  has  not  as  yet 
appeared.  The  fishing  on  the  preserved  water 
commenced  on  March  16,  but  nothing  remarkable 
was  done.  A  ticket  has  been  issued  to  the  Rolle 
Hotel  to  fish  the  prest=^rves  two  days  a  week,  but 
whereas  hitherto  this  has  been  an  act  of  favour,  it 
is  now  charged  at  four  guineas.  It  is  said  that  the 
preserved  portion  of  the  river  is  full  of  trout,  and 
great  things  are  expected.  A  rod  at  Ottery  the 
other  day  killed  ten  fish  weighing  5 Jib.,  the  best 
being  14oz.,  a  plump,  well-shaped  one.  Flies:  Blue 
Upright  and  Hare's  Flax. — Heeon. 

Plymouth. — Although  we  have  had  fine  weather, 
there  has  not  been  much  sport.  The  water  is  very 
cold,  on  accoimt  of  the  snow  on  the  moors  still.  A 
few  nice  baskets  have  been  taken,  however,  in  the 
middle  of  the  day,  whilst  the  sun  is  up.  The  rivers 
are  in  very  fair  condition,  and  when  the  snow  water 
has  gone  we  may  expect  better  sport. — William 
Heasdee. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — The 

season's  close  was  a  quiet  one — as  my  correspondent 
remarks,  "very  bad."  A  few  members  were  fish- 
ing the  Ouse  during  the  week,  and  on  March  13  Mr. 
Snelgrove  captured  a  few  roach  and  bream,  the  best 
roach  weighing  1  lb.  6oz.,  and  on  March  13  eiaht 
roach,  four  fish  weighing  51b.  2oz.  Mr. 
Wilson  captured  a  few  roach,  a  brace  of  which 
weighed  21b.  15oz.,  and  one  fish  of  lib.  14Joz. 
Among  roach  taken  by  Mr.  Parlett  the  leading  fish 
weighed  1  lb.  A  few  anglers  patronised  the  canal 
at  Chichester ;  a  few  small  pike  up  to  4f lb.  and 
bream  of  l|lb.  were  among  the  leading  captures. 
The  weather  is  too  cold  at  present  for  smelt  fishing 
in  the  harbour. — Geoeqe  F.  Saltee. 
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Taw  (N.  Devon). — Trout  fishermen  are  now 
active,  one  angler  taking  thirty,  another  twenty, 
and  another  two  dozen  decent  trout.  Young  salmon 
running  down  with  their  parents  in  g'eat  numbers, 
the  water  being  favourable  for  their  departure. 
Salmon  tickets,  very  limited  in  number  (season  and 
day),  can  now  be  procured,  the  minnow  being 
allowed.  Trout  tickets  also  per  day,  but  fly  only 
must  be  used.  Day  tickets  for  salmon  and  trout 
are  procurable  from  Mr.  Rowe,  Barnstaple,  at  10s. 
for  salmon  and  5s.  for  trout.  Anyone  during  April 
ought  not  to  have  a  blank  day.  Trout  in  the 
many  rivers  are  killed  with  Rusty  Red  and  Blue 
Upright  (real  Devon  pattern). — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
running  on  the  high  side,  and  is  stained  and  full  of 
snow  water.  Angling  has  been  very  quiet.  The 
fish  have  not  been  moving  at  all  well  this  month, 
and  the  prospects  of  sport  for  a  few  days  are  bad. — 
S.  Ludlow. 

Tyne. — On  the  Beanston  portion  of  the  River 
Tyne,  near  Haddington,  on  March  12,  Provost 
Macintyre  and  Thomas  G.  Robb  had  with  fine 
worm  tackle  nineteen  and  sixteen  trout  each, 
averaging  fib.  to  Jib.,  in  splendid  condition.  The 
water  is  too  much  coloured  for  fiy-fishing. — Maech 
Beown. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  river  is  now  in  excellent  con- 
dition for  both  salmon  and  trout,  and  some  fine 
baskets  of  the  latter  have  been  taken  with  the  worm 
and  fly.  On  Sattirday  last,  Mr.  W.  Pyeman  lost  a 
very  large  salmon  in  the  Rock  Pool  after  playing  it 
for  three-quarters  of  an  hour.  A  good  cast  for 
present  use  would  be  March  Brown,  A,  pie  Green, 
and  Dirty  Grange.  The  lolloping  are  the  trout 
success  s  reported: — On  March  11,  Mr.  R.  St.  John 
Beasley,  fishing  with  the  worm,  seventeen.  On 
March  12,  Mr.  R.  St.  John  Beasley,  with  the  worm, 
twenty-one;  Mr  J.Pitt,  sen.,  three;  Mr.  Thom  is, 
nine  ;  Sergt.-Instr.  Johnstone,  three;  Mr.  G.  Lavin, 
two ;  Mr.  G.  Edwards,  two ;  Me^rs.  Gibbs  and 
Maclean,  twenty-five ;  Rev.  Trumper,  ten ;  Mr. 
Rus  ell  Gray,  eight ;  Mr.  Geo.  Edmunds,  sen.,  three. 
On  March  13,  Mr.  Geo.  Lavin,  eight;  Segt.-Instr. 
A.  Johnstone,  four.  On  March  14,  Mr.  J.  Pitt,  sen., 
eight;  Mr.  Fred  Watkins,  three;  Mr.  Geo.  Lavin, 
two;  Mr.  A.  Jones,  two.  On  March  16,  Mr.  F. 
Cozens,  three ;  Mr.  P.  J.  Edmunds,  eight ;  Mr.  T. 
Thomas,  Newport,  three  ;  Mr.  Fred  Watkins,  four  : 
Mr.  H.  Hill,  two.  On  March  17,  Mr.  F.  Cozens,  two  ; 
Mr.  Ferguson,  two. — T.  R. 

Wye  (Upper). — Small  lota  of  trout  continue  to 
be  taken,  Mr.  Harold  Ratal's  catch,  101b.,  being  the 
largest.  Mr.  L.  J.  Graham  Clarke,  on  the  Glanrhos 
waters,  took  one  salmon  (201b.)  on  Friday  last ;  and 
on  the  same  day  and  watprs,  Mr.  Gerald  Graham 
Clarke  landed  one  of  igjlb.  Mr.  Wardel,  on  the 
Br ynwern  waters,  took  four  salmon,  scaling  81  lb., 
the  largest  being  281b.  and  the  smallest  141b.  The 
weather  is  keeping  cold  and  unsettled  and  is  frosty 
at  nights.— W.  B.  H. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  ITidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — The  opening  of  the  trout  season 
(1908)  was  not  very  promising  last  Monday  as  the 
weather  first  thing  in  the  morning  was  quite  frosty, 
in  fact,  there  was  ice  on  pools  in  places,  but  since 
then  it  has  certainly  been  more  genial  during  the  day 
than  we  have  had  it  of  late,  but  at  nights  wo  have  had 
frost,  which  is  keeping  the  hatch  of  insect  life  down. 
We  have  a  promise  of  spring  in  many  ways,  but 
the  temperature  is  below  the  normal,  owing  no 
diiubt  to  the  quantity  of  snow  lying  on  the 
hills.  Early  on  Tuesday  both  the  Wensley- 
diile  and  Swaledale  summits  were  under  snow. 
The  few  trout  fishermen  out  since  the  opening  of 
the  season  have  only  had  very  moderate  sport,  and 
in  the  waters  which  contain  trout  and  grayling  they 
have  hooked  more  grayling  than  trout.  The  latter  fish 


are  yet  backward  in  condition.  Both  the  Yore  and 
Swale  are  now  running  low  and  clear,  and  the  same 
remark  may  apply  to  the  Wharfe.  Very  few  anglers 
out  on  the  latter,  but  in  the  district  of  Pool  a  few 
members  turned  out  on  the  opening  day,  sport  on 
the  whole  was  only  poor.  In  the  waters  of  the 
Leeds  Amalgamation  about  a  dozen  fishers  were 
seen  out,  Mr.  Byrom  got  a  couple  of  brace  with 
swimming  the  bait ;  Mr.  Marhood  and  others  had  a 
few  fish  with  the  fly,  best  flies  being  Dark 
Needle,  Waterhen  Bloa,  and  March  Brown.  The 
finishing  of  the  coarse  fishing  season  ended  fairly 
well  on  Saturday  last  on  the  Wharfe.  Mr. 
A.  Wright,  of  the  Adult  School  Angling  Club, 
Leeds,  had  good  sport  at  Tadcaster,  securing 
a  brace  of  chub,  31b.  7oz.  and  21b.  loz.,  also  a 
brace  of  perch  scaling  1  lb.  12oz.  and  1  lb. 
3oz.  On  the  Derwent  on  March  14  the  water 
was  fairly  high,  and  considering  things  all  round, 
anglers  had  very  fair  sport.  Mr.  J.  H.  R.  Bazley, 
who  had  several  good  baskets  of  all  kinds,  finished 
the  top  of  all  concerned  in  Yorkshire  on  Saturday. 
Paying  a  visit  to  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Derwent, 
he  had  good  sport,  his  basket,  containing  roach,  dace, 
chub,  and  pike,  weighing  over  a  stone,  best 
fish  being  a  fine  plump  chub  weighing  41b.  llfoz., 
roach  1  lb.  7oz.,  pike  4flb.,  and  considering  the 
state  of  the  water  it  was  a  fine  finish  for  the  coarse 
fishing  season.  Prospects  for  the  coming  weex  are 
more  promising,  and  best  flies  are  Little  Early 
Brown,  Snipe  and  Purple,  Waterhen  Bloa,  and 
Greenwell's  Glory.  Since  writing  the  above  I  hear 
sport  on  the  Mid  Wharfe  has  b^en  good,  the  beat 
basket  of  trout  being  one  of  ten  fish  taken  with  the 
fly,  the  best  patterns  being  Early  Brown  and  Water- 
hen  Bloa.  The  Bedale  Beck  has  been  restocked  with 
five  hundred  fine  yearling  trout,  none  under  sLx 
inches  long,  and  bred  by  the  Welham  Fishery  Co., 
Malton. — John  E.  Millee. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Beauly  and  Conon. — Sport  has  been  had  among 
the  se,i-trout.  Fi  hing  the  Beaufort  Castle  waters 
occasionally  during  the  week,  Hon.  B.  C.  Maxwell, 
Farlie  iiirae,  and  Ma, or  Maxwell  landed  twenty-four 
fresh-run  sea-trout  scaling  261b.  The  tidal  wa'ers 
continue  to  afford  excellent  sport,  the  Moniack 
Castle  rod  doing  well  with  a  total  of  forty  trout, 
scaling  about  1  lb.  each.  The  best  take  wa-  a  creel 
of  seventeen,  aggregating  20lb.,  on  March  1 1. 
Conon. — The  Conon  was  low  during  the  greater 
part  of  last  week,  yet  continues  to  atford  fair  a  lort 
to  anglers.  On  the  lower  beats,  six  salmon  aggre- 
gating 41  ,b.,  as  well  as  seven  sea-trout,  averaging 
1  lb.,  were  landed.  Lelow  the  Stone  bridge  local 
anglers  had  fa.r  baskets  of  sea-trout — the  best 
being  one  of  seven  trout,  scaling  81b.  8oz. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — The  snow  is  melting 
do  wn  from  the  Dumfriesshire  hills,  and  anglers  have 
been  out  in  galore  in  the  Association  waters  ; 
besides  encouraging  angling  news  comes  from  the 
Netherby  section  oi  the  Double  water,  commencing 
with  the  V\  illow  Pool  at  the  foot  of  the  Liddle 
water.  A  few  odd  salmon  have  been  grassed  below 
Lonjjtown,  in  the  Netherby  section.  Mr.  McLellan 
landed  a  16  Jib.  salmon  in  his  stretch  of  the  Netherby 
section  at  the  Willow  Pool.  In  the  Association 
water,  Mr.  J.  Steel,  Canonbie,  had  two  salmon  in 
the  middle  stretches  of  the  Esk.  His  biggest  salmon 
was  caught  in  the  Willow  Pool  and  the  other  in  the 
Longpool — 181b.  and  71b.  respectively.  Advices 
reach  me  from  the  burn  trout  district  of  Langholm 
with  respect  to  the  Ewes,  Tarras,  and  Wauchope 
rivers  of  an  encouraging  character,  and  that,  conse- 
quent upon  the  mild  winter,  yellow  trout  will 
provide  sport.  Those  tliree  streams  ad.acent  to 
Langholm  are  the  best  yellow  trout  rivulets  in 
Scotland. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.). — Very 
few  anglers  out.  River  too  low,  and  next  to  notliing 
in  the  way  of  sport  obtained  since  last  reported. 
On  March  18  rain  commenced,  and  raised  hopes  that 
the  current  week  will  show  better  results. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — On  Mr.  Porter's  fishings 
at  Marnoch  Lodge,  Jlr.  C.  Cruickshank  grassed  a 
fresh-run  salmon,  scaling  5 Jib.,  on  March  16. — X. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland  (Bonarbridge,  N.B.). — 
Sea-trout  angling  is  not  at  present  encouraging  in 
its  results.  Parties  have  been  out  from  Invershin 
and  Bonarbridge  Hotels.  On  Monday,  Mar.  16, 
Lord  Garioch  and  Sir  Henry  Mereiith,  Belleville 
House,  Ardgay,  had  but  little  success.  The  salmon 
netters  have  not  yet  commenced  operations,  and 
this  is  not  looked  upon  by  anglers  as  a  good  sign. 
— B. 

Loch  Ness  (Douglas  Hotel). — On  March  10, 
Mr.  J.  Hyslop,  Pitlochry,  had  one  salmon,  91b.  On 
March  11,  Mr.  Himt,  Liverpool,  a  fine  clean-run 
fish,  21  Jib.  Same  date,  J.  McDonald,  one,  231b. 
W^eather  still  very  much  against  fishing.  Bright, 
calm,  and  frosty. — R.  M.  Caiieeon. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— On  March  10,  Colonel 
Burnand,  Coldstream  Guards,  one  salmon,  181b.  ; 
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Sir  J  as.  B.  Smith,  Stirling,  one,  1 71b.  On  March  1 1, 
Mr.  H.  McPherson,  Dalmuir,  one,  271b.;  Mr.  H. 
Horwood,  Killin,  one,  191b.  On  March  12,  Mr  R. 
Davidson,  Dalmuir,  one,  231b. ;  Mr.  H.  McPherson, 
two,  141b.  and  191b.;  Colonel  Burnand,  one,  I81b. 
On  March  13,  Mr,  Hernandez,  London,  one,  201b. 
On  March  14,  Colonel  Burnand,  one,  151b.;  Lady 
Smith,  one,  15  b.  On  March  16,  Colonel  Simmons, 
London,  one,  201b. ;  Sir  Jas.  B.  Smith,  one,  20Jlb. ; 
Colonel  Burnand,  one,  191b.  On  March  17,  Mr. 
Jenkins,  Barnes,  one,  18lb. — H.  J.  Knight. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).— From 
March  9  to  March  11  inclusive  the  weather  was 
very  stormy,  and  between  rain  and  "  snow  bree  " 
the  river  overflowed  its  banks,  but  by  the  end  of 
the  week  it  moderated.  There  was  a  good 
run  of  fish  upwards,  and  if  weather  continues 
favourable  the  e  will  be  a  good  report  for  this 
week.  Since  last  reported  the  results  have  been  a- 
foUow: — On  March  6,  Captain  B.  J.  St.  George, 
Skelpi  k  Lodge,  landed  four  salmon  on  beat  No.  5; 
Mr.  H.  C.  V.  Hunter,  on  Skelpick  Lodge,  had  one 
on  Mo.  6  ;  and  Mr.  H.  V.  Warrender,  Rhefail  Lodge, 
one  on  No.  2.  On  March  7  Captain  B.  J.  St.  George 
caught  one  salmon  on  beat  No.  6.  On  March  9  the 
last-named  had  one  on  No.  2.  On  March  II  Mr. 
H.  V.  Warrender,  Rhofail  Lodge,  landed  two 
salmon  on  beat  No.  5. — B. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — The  riverhas  been 
in  good  fettle  on  the  middle  and  lower  reaches,  but 
suf.ering  from  overnight  frost  in  the  upper  parts — 
so  that  little  or  nothing  has  been  done  on  the  mnre 
remote  half  of  it.  On  the  Aboyne  and  Kincardine 
waters  fish  are  exceedingly  scarce,  and  little  has 
been  done.  Messrs.  King  and  Hare  had  three  on 
the  Potarch  fishings,  and  Capt.  E.  P.  Brooks  several 
on  the  Woodend  water.  On  Inchmarlo  waters  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Laing  had  five  last  week,  but  only  one  was 
got  on  Lord  Penrhyn's  Cairnton  section.  The  rods 
from  the  Burnett  Arms,  Banchory,  had  five  fish 
among  them.  On  Upper  Durris  Mr.  Gibson  had 
one  of  101b.  On  Lower  Durris,  Nicoll,  keeper,  had 
one  or  two,  and  three  were  creeled  on  the  Park 
waters  by  Mr.  Riviere  and  friends.  On  the  Blairs 
section,  Mr.  Rae  liad  a  nice  fish  of  9Jlb.  and 
Mr.  George  Davidson  and  Shepherd,  keeper,  three 
on  Kingcau?ie.  On  the  tidal  reaches  a  good  few 
finnock  and  SPa-trout  are  being  got.  The  Don 
has  been  yielding  fair  baskets  of  brown  trout. 
Prof.  Cash,  on  the  ParkhUl  water;  Grant,  on  Pit- 
medden ;  and  Messrs.  Roble,  Meff,  Smith,  and 
Forbes,  on  the  Kintore  beats,  had  good  sport  on 
March  14.  On  the  Ythan  Mr.  J.  B.  Clyne,  Aber- 
deen, had  sixteen  finnock  and  sea-trout  on  March  14, 
five  of  the  II  nearly  21b.  each ;  and  again,  on  March 
17,  ten,  scaling  up  to  l^b.  The  supplies  of  salmon  on 
the  coast  are  most  disappointing,  and  angleis  are 
complaining  loudly  of  the  scarcity  of  fisii  in  the 
river.  There  is  certainly  a  serious  slump  in  the 
supplies  of  stock  fish  at  present. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — Sport  has  been  rather 
quiet  since  last  report.  With  a  spell  of  more  favour- 
able weather  some  March  Brown  fly  has  hatched 
out,  and  yellow  trout  are  beginning  to  rise  more 
freely.  The  Annan. — In  Mr.  MacKenzie'.-i  portion 
below  the  town  bridge,  Mr.  James  Loudon  landed, 
on  March  16,  a  spring  fish  of  I6^1b.,  with  the 
gudgeon.  In  the  same  pool,  Mr.  James  D  xon  took 
a  salmon  of  similar  weight,  with  a  small  silver 
Devon  minnow.  There  has  not  been  such  a  show 
of  spring  salmon  in  the  lower  waters  for  a  number 
of  years.  There  has  been  little  or  no  trout  fishing 
so  far,  but  with  the  advent  of  April  a  start  will  be 
made.  Few  rods  have  been  out  on  Sir  Robert 
Buchanan  Jardine's  portion  of  Castlemilk ;  the 
waters  are  in  good  ply  at  the  time  of  writing.  In 
Castlemilk  water  on  March  16,  Mr.  Jas.  Bell 
had  a  salmon  of  about  161b.,  with  fly.  A  number 
of  kelts  have  been  landed  and  returned  to  the  river. 
The  Dumfries  Nith. — The  refusal  of  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  to  grant  any  extension  of  the  rod 
fishing  in  the  River  Nith  has  caused  very  wide  dis- 
appointment among  the  anglers  around  Dumfries, 
and  they  are  determined  not  to  let  the  matter  drop. 
Little  or  nothing  has  been  done  in  any  part  of  the 
Kith  and  its  tributaries  since  the  season  opened  for 
rod  fishing  on  Feb.  25.  Salmon  kelts  are  now  on 
their  way  seaward,  and  they  are  noticed  to  be 
pretty  numerous  in  some  of  the  pools  of  the 
middle  reaches.  A  few  rods  have  been  out  fishing 
for  yellow  trout  in  the  main  stream,  as  also  in  the 
tributaries,  but  the  trout  are  not  in  condition  for 
the  table.  Some  large  baskets  have  been  taken 
with  worm-bait.  Odd  sea-trout  are  beginning  to 
run  to  the  Nith,  which  is  the  earliest  river  in 
the  district  for  getting  its  sea  •  trout  migra- 
tion. The  Mid  -  Nithsdale  Association  waters 
are  now  open,  as  also  the  Upper  Nithsdale  section 
at  Sanquhar.  The  Galloway  Rivers. — These 
rivers  are  in  fair  order,  but  nothing  is  doing 
yet.  By  the  beginning  of  April  trout  fishing  will 
receive  a  beginning  on  the  lochs  of  Galloway. 
Yellow  trout  are  reported  to  be  in  a  forward  con- 


dition in  the  lochs.  The  Kirkcudbrightshire  Dee 
and  the  Fleet  of  Gatehouse  are  at  present  in  fair 
order.  Ayrshire  Rivers  and  Lochs. — Sport  has 
been  quiet  on  the  rivers.  A  few  rods  have  been  out 
on  the  Ayr  trout  fishing.  There  is  some  snow  on 
the  higher  hills  of  the  district. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Aberlour). — The  Aberlour  House  water 
wfis  fi  hed  during  the  past  week  by  Mr.  J.  Leslie 
Findlay,  and  two  fish  were  kiUed,  one  of  81b.  on 
March  11  and  one  of  5ilb.  on  March  14.  The  water 
was  rather  high  in  the  early  part  of  the  week,  but 
improved  towards  the  end.  The  weather  is  still 
cold,  and  fish  are  sc  'rce. — N.  L. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — The  river,  which  was  in 
full  flood  last  \veek  with  the  heavy  rainfall  and 
melted  snow,  has  not  yet  settled  down  suflficien'ly 
to  permit  of  angling  to  any  extent.  The  Spey  has 
not  been  in  so  high  Hood  for  nearly  two  years,  and 
overflowed  its  banks  at  several  points.  Two  salmon 
of  6^1b.  and  7^1b.  respectively  were  landed  from 
the  Pitcroy  Lodge  water  by  Mr.  Dann,  gamekeeper, 
and  one  of  71b.  from  Colonel  Smith  Grant's  Laggan 
House  water  by  H.  Gumming,  fisherman,  the  fish 
in  both  cases  being  the  first  for  the  feason  in  these 
waters.  On  the  Wester  Elchies  water,  Mr.  Elliot 
had  a  salmon  of  S|lb. ;  and  Mr.  P.  Clutterbuck  had 
one  of  6^1b.  on  Wednesday  (March  II).  on  Thursday, 
another  of  6 Jib.,  and  on  Friday,  one  of  91b. ;  while 
on  the  Easter  Elchies  water,  Colonel  Bythell  had 
one  of  71b.  From  the  Rothes  water  (Mr.  Peto's),  on 
March  12,  Mr.  J.  Stuart,  fisherman,  landed  one  of 
6|lb.  ;  and  on  the  same  day  from  the  Aikenway" 
House  (Arndilly)  water,  Mr.  J.  Dallas,  fisherman, 
had  one  of  6Jlb.  Nothing  is  being  left  undone  for 
providing  fishing  facilities  along  the  nice  stretch  of 
water  from  Grantown  to  Cromdale,  leased  by  Mr. 
MacCorquodale,  who  was  expected  at  Dalchroy  on 
Monday  last.  Fish,  however,  are  reported  scarce. 
—J.  M. 

Tay. — Throughout  the  past  we  k  this  river,  with 
the  exception  of  one  day,  has  been  in  ply,  but  sport 
continues  comparatively  poor.  Fishing  Del  vine  and 
Murthly  Castle  waters,  Mr.  Graeme  Whitelaw  killed 
two  salmon  of  21  lb.  and  I61b.  ;  Mrs.  Whitelaw, 
one,  261b.;  Mr.  Eadie,  two,  191b.  and  151b.  Mr. 
E.  J.  Laurence,  two,  191b.  and  H lb.,  on  Stanley; 
Colonel  Champion  de  Crespigny,  two,  21  lb.  and  81b., 
on  Burnmouth  Catholes,  and  two,  221b.  and  161b., 
on  Upper  Scone ;  while  Mr.  Coats'  boatman  had 
two,  171b.  eaeh,  on  Redgorton.  On  the  upper 
reaches,  Mr.  James  Stewart,  keeper,  fishing  for  Mr. 
W.  H.  Coats,  landed  four  fsh,  I91b.,  171b.,  I61b., 
and  151b.,  on  GrandtuUy  Castle  water  — A.  A. 

Thurso,  KTaver,  Helmsdale,  and  Brora. — 
On  the  Thurso,  Ma  or  Home,  on  March  6,  had  two 
salmon  of  201b.  and  1 51b.  on  Beat  7;  Sheriff  Stuart, 
on  March  7,  tw.>  salmon,  I4Jlb.  and  81b.,  on  Beat  6 ; 
on  March  13,  Mr.  John  Black,  one,  6Wb.,  on  Beat  3; 
Mr.  D.  Black,  one,  121b.,  on  Beat  7 ;  and  Mr.  Miller, 
one,  241b.,  on  Beat  6.  On  the  Naver,  Mr.  Hunter, 
Skelpick,  had  one  salmon  on  March  2  on  Beat  2, 
three  on  March  3  on  Beat  3,  and  one  on  March  5  on 
Beat  5  ;  Captain  St.  George,  Skelpick,  on©  on  Peat  2 
on  March  3,  and  three  on  Beat  3  on  March  4 ; 
and  Mr.  Kennedy,  Syre  Lodge,  two  on  Beat  3  on 
March  5.  On  the  Helmsdale,  Mr,  Taylor,  Saly- 
craggie,  had  four  fish  on  March  12,  and  five  on 
March  13;  Mr.  Nutting,  five  on  March  12  (one, 
25lb.).  On  the  Brora,  Mr.  Gunnis  had  one  fish  on 
March  7,  and  one  on  March  10  ;  Mr.  McCorquodale 
and  Mr.  Gunnis,  four  on  March  13,  and  one  on 
March  14;  Major  Burnell  Milnes  and  Mr.  Simpson, 
one,  141b.,  on  Top  water,  on  March  9,  two  on 
March  10,  two  on  March  II,  and  two  on  March  14, 
weighing  from  71b.  to  91b.  The  rivers  were  very 
high  on  March  9  and  10,  but  are  now  in  splendid 
fishing  order.  The  fish  seem  to  be  scarce,  and  the 
total  caught  is  much  behind  that  of  last  year. — 
Ultima  Thxtle. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  rivers  in  the  vicinity 
of  Belfast  are  all  in  fine  order,  and  during  the 
midday  hours  trout  rose  to  the  fly  when  the  easterly 
winds  were  not  blowing.  The  Crossgar  yielded 
some  very  good  catches  since  the  middle  of  last 
week,  the  killing  lures  being  the  gold-ribbed  Hare's 
Ear,  Ratsback,  and  March  Brown.  A  fine  run  of 
sea-trout  is  up  as  far  as  Kilmore  Bridge.  The  Lagan, 
Maine,  Sixmilewater,  etc.,  are  in  good  order,  and  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday  fished  pretty  well.  A  consign- 
ment of  1800  rainbows  was  turned  into  Lough 
Mourne  last  week  from  the  Solway  fishery.  The 
annual  dinner  of  the  Ulster  Anglers  was  held  on 
St.  Patrick's  night. — J.  A.  B. 

Boyne  (Navan). — Sport  for  the  week  ending 
March  17  has  not  been  what  was  anticipated  after 
the  big  fiood  a  week  ago.  Owing  to  the  snow-water 
the  fish  did  not  come  into  the  river,  and  the  netsmen 
have  been  as  disappointed  as  the  anglers.  It  is 
reported  that  three  or  four  fish  have  been  got  on 
Ardmulchan,  including  one  of  341b.  On  Upper 
Blackcastle,  Sir  Francis  Ley  had  six  of  221b.,  201b., 


201b.,  17ilb.,  161b.,  and  141b.,  Lady  Ley,  one  of 
191b.,  and  his  guest,  two  of  221b.  and  19  b.  On  the 
Blackwater  Mills  fishery,  Mr.  Ingram  had  one  of 
171b. — PoYNE  Ranger. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers. — The  Ballinderry  has  been 
in  a  succession  of  floods  since  the  advent  of  the 
season,  and  the  trout  being  gorg  d  with  bottom 
feeding  are  not  rising  freely  now  that  it  has  toned 
down  into  better  order.  The  weather,  too,  has 
been  wintry.  Any  trout  that  have  been  taken  up 
to  date  are  in  exceptionally  good  condition.  The 
Blackwater,  which  opened  on  March  1,  is  getting 
into  order,  but  so  far  sport  has  been  indiflerent.— 
J.  A.  B. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork). — River  has  been  in  good 
order,  and  sport  on  some  waters  was  well  up  to  the 
average.  On  the  Fargus  Fishery  nine  salmon  were 
taken.  Lieut.-Col.  Wilson,  Durham  Light  Infantry, 
had  five,  201b.,  lOlb.,  91b.,  9  b.,  and  61b.;  Mr.  S. 
Haynes,  three,  101b.,  91b.,  and  8|lb.  ;  and  Lieut.-Col. 
Curtis,  R.A.M.C.,  a  very  fine  fish  of  251b.  On 
Classas  water,  Mr.  F.  M.  Leader,  one,  lOlb.  On 
Leehans,  Mr.  M.  Lyons,  one,  61b.  On  Madrid, 
Major  Gubbins,  R.A.,  one,  71b.  On  Carbery  water, 
Mr.  J.  Sullivan,  two,  81b.  and  181b.  At  Carrigadroldd, 
Mr.  R.  Nettles,  one,  l^lb.  On  the  Powder  Mills, 
Mr.  E.  Pike,  two,  81b.  and  SJlb.,  and  Mr.  J.  Pike, 
two,  71b.  and  81b.  On  Ballineadig,  Mr.  F.  M'Cartliy, 
three,  51b.,  5|lb.,  and  6^\h.  On  Nettleville  water, 
Hon.  Mr.  Powlett,  one.— W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Lou^h  Ctirrane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). 
— The  Weather  has  been  generally  favourable, 
and  fair  spoit  has  been  had.  On  Ma-ch  10,  Ned 
Dennehy,  three  salmon,  141b.,  lOlb.,  and  91b.,  all 
with  the  fly.  On  March  II,  Maurice  Sugrue,  one, 
10|lb.  On  March  12,  Jim  J.  Sullivan,  one,  i  Jib., 
and  Maurice  Sugrue,  one,  lOlb.  On  March  13,  Ned 
Dennehy,  one,  I8Jlb. ;  Jim  J.  Sullivan,  one,  lOJlb.  ; 
Maurice  Sugrue,  one,  9Jlb.  ;  Con  Currane,  one,  8 Jib. 
On  March  15,  Con  Currane,  one,  9^1b.  At  time  of 
writing  the  weather  has  become  still  more  favour- 
able, and  prospects  of  sport  improved. — T.  J.  D. 

Moy  (Iioughs  Conn  and  Cullen,  Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — During  the  past  week  the  ri^er  was  un- 
fishable  owing  to  the  constant  rain,  therefore  no 
salmon  angler  was  out.  Some  sea-trout  were  got 
on  the  shallows  with  the  minnow.  Loughs  Conn 
and  Cullen  are  a  bit  high  yet,  but  the  constant  rain 
will  aHord  a  groat  chance  for  the  salmon  to  run  into 
the  loughs  As  I  write  the  river  is  clearing. — 
Jim  Hearns  and  Son. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — Weather  very  un- 
settled, with  a  tendency  to  more  rain.  The  river 
has  risen  somewhat,  but  the  water  remains  in  good 
fishing  O'der.  On  Doonass,  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams 
killed  three  salmon,  34Jlb.,  26|lb.,  22Jlb.  On 
Prospect,  the  fishermen  killed  two  salmon,  18 Jib., 
291b.  On  Newgarden,  Mr.  F.  Milburn  killed  two 
salmon,  221b.,  33Jlb. — John  Enright  and  Son. 


SEA  FISHING. 

>  Ballinskellig's. — Sport  has  been  good  at  pollack. 
On  one  day  three  anglers  got  twenty-nine  in  a  com- 
paratively short  time,  and  on  another  day  two 
anglers  caught  twenty-t'iree.— T.  J.  D. 

Castletown  (co.  Cork).— The  weather  has  been 
favourable,  and  good  sport  has  been  had  at  pollack. 
Lar/e  shoals  of  mullet  have  come  in.  and  spring 
mackerel  are  beginning  to  put  in  an  appearance. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Plymouth. — The  small  spring  pollack  are  com- 
mencing to  make  their  appearance,  and  they  can  be 
caught  all  over  the  Sound,  and  almost  at  any  time 
of  the  day  ;  they  are  small,  about  Jib.  weight,  but 
some  larger  ones  are  casually  taken  with  them.  The 
best  places  are  Barn  Pool,  Firestone  Bay,  the  back 
of  the  i  land,  and  near  the  east  and  west  ends  of  the 
breakwater.  They  take  the  baby  sand-eel  (black). 
I  have  not  heard  much  of  the  bass  lately,  so  I  pre- 
sume they  are  migrating  to  another  locality.  A  few 
have  been  taken  in  the  Cattewater,  but  nothing 
much  to  speak  of.  The  pouting  are  coming  on  now 
for  those  who  like  to  avail  themselves  of  a  fine  day 
when  the  sea  is  smooth,  lii%e  the  last  few  days.  The 
various  spots,  such  as  off  the  ladies'  bathing  place, 
near  the  Mallard  buoy,  and  in  Barn  Pool  are  the 
best,  and  slack  tide,  say  the  last  of  the  ebb,  is  the 
best  time  for  them.  — William  Hearder  (B.S.  A.S.). 

Valentia. — Sport  has  been  had  at  pollack  and 
haddock.  At  time  of  writing  pollack  are  pus  ing 
closer  to  the  shore,  hut  a  high  tide  renders  fishing 
difficult  at  present  along  the  rocky  coast. — T.  J.  D. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry).  —  Pollack  are  again 
furnishing  good  sport  around  here.  These  fi  h, 
especially  those  known  as  "  whiting-pollack,"  are 
more  numerous  close  inshore  than  th  ^y  have  been 
for  many  years  at  this  time  of  the  year. — T.  J.  D. 


Cockney  (out  for  a  day's  fishing) :  "  Ts  this  a 
good  stream  for  trout  1  "  Country  boy  :  "  'Es  ;  but 
it's  a  rare  poor  'un  for  fishermen." 
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OATAIOOUCS  POST  FRCt  OH  APfUOATIOM. 


ANDERSONS  ANDERSON,  ANDERSON  &  ANOERSON.U 

GOLD  MEDAL  vyl|^ 

FISHING 


RUBBER,  WATERPROOF  and 
OILSKIN  MANUFACTURERS 

WATERPROOFS 


The  "C'JOKIAHO"  JACKET.  47/6 

Well  Ventilated.  Storm  Cuffs  and  Fly. 
With  Hooks  to  shorten  to  Semi- 
Jacket  for  Deep  Wading,  preventing 
draggling  in  Water.   34  in.  and  37  in. 


Tbo  LADieS'  ••  BUOKLAHO." 
Dark  Fawn  Fishing  Costume. 

Jacket  47/6 

Skirt    31/S 

Galtora   -.  6/11 


COAT.  S7/6 
For-Fishing,  Shooting,  General  Wear. 
Well  Ventilated,  Storm  Cuff  and  Fly. 
With  Hooks  to  shorten  Into  Jackdt 
far  Wading. 


OVCnAU  TROUSERS 

<Ooub1e  SeatecD.i 
For  Boat  Fishing,  &c. 
With  Waterproof  Flap 
behind  the  Fly  Front, 
in  strong  Double 
Texture. 
TwiM,  No.  R14  2S/- 
Black  Rubber  21/- 
Fawn     or  Blue 

 32/6 


STORM 
CAP. 
(Ventilated). 
Black  Rubber, 
2/9,  3/9,  6/6. 
Double 
Texture 
6/6,  8/6,  10/6 


"  HAMPSHIRE." 

in.  or  36  In.  long. 

Na  t       Ho.  t        Bo  • 

21/-    16/6  10/6 


No.  16,  7/6. 
No.  10,  6/6. 
Folds  small  for 

pocket. 


OVERAU  SKIRTS. 

<  Double  Sesterf). 
For  Boat  Rshing,  &c. 
In  strong  Double 
Texture. 

33  In.  long  21/- 

36in.  „  23/6 
39  in.    ,,   26/- 

Oiiskin  16/6 


ANDERSONS'™  AMDERSOSH,  ANDERSON  &  ANDERSON  Ltd. 


GOLD  MEDAL 

FISHING 

N Mo.  I— HARD  WEAR. 
R       No.  Iw— Wide  Fitting  lor  Extra  Clothing. 
No.  2.-MEDIUM  WEAR 


WADERS 

N.II. 


No.  3— LIGHT  WEAR. 
No.  4-MEDIUM  WEAR, 
Ho.  S^EDIUM  WEAR. 


The "QUARTERDECK" 
Pore  Rubber,  Leather  Lined, 
Le&thcr  Feet  and  Soles, 
~S2I6,  with  Hob»  SSI' 
Leather  Lined  Knee  Boot,  7SI- 


The  "  SUTHERLAND.* 
Pure  Rubber  Lined  Leather 
with  attached  High  Leather 
Brogvca,  951  • 

CATALOGUES  POST  TREE 


No.  2,  25^6    No.  4,  20/- 
No.  S,  22/6    No.  5,  16/6 
II  without  Knee 
Extension,  4/6  1cm 
ON  APPLICATION 


Intprovcd 
HON-SLIPPING  PIKE. 
For  GcnUereen,  29/6. 
For  Ladies.  35/- 


CATALOGUES 
POST 
FREE. 


Ltd. 

THE  WATERPROOFERS.  THE  RUBBER  HOUSE 


ANDERSONS' 

GOLD  MEDAL 

YACHTING 


ANDEBSON,  ANDEBSON  &  ANDEfiSON  Ltd. 


OILSKINS 


AIRPROOF  LIFEBELTS. 
33in.     36m.     40ia.     44i(l     40ia.  long 
15/9      IS  9 


With  Brass  Handle 
aiul  PadlocU,34inK. 

Strong  Browa  Canvai 


Brown  or  Grey, 
SOin-  by  i2iiv. 
23/e 


,47/6 
29/6 


^ure  Rubber,  Leather 
.;iied,  Leather  Feet 
.ud  Soles,  52/6.  wUh 
Hotis,  SSt' 


"  OSBORNE,"  lor  Lightness  and  Durability 
*'  HURRICANE,"  for  Strength  and  Resistance 
"  ROUCHSEA,"  tor  Rough  General  Work 
*■  CRUISER,"  lor  Pleasure  Cruising,  Boat 

lag,  Ac   Heavy 

Light  9/G 
OILSKINS  FOR  LADIES. 


-37/8 
24/6 
21/- 


25/- 
13/6 
12/6 


IS/S 


13/6 


SANDRINGHAM  " 
"  OSBORNE  " 
SOU'  WESTERS/... 


60/- 


52/6 
25/- 


HMd  with 
Cape. 

9/e 


LADIES' 
RUBBER  LEG 
BOOTS, 
"J.W.L." 
(lined  wool)  22/6 
"Snowdrilts" 
(lined  wool)  16/6 
"  Highland  - 
(lined  net)  12  6 


"  3anilriagham."  Yellow  only. 


All  Others.  Ycllo' 


CATALOGUES    POST    FREE    ON  APPLICATION. 


ANDERSONS' 

GOLD  MEDAL 

FISHING 


ANDERSON,  ANDERSON  &  ANDERSON  Ltd. 


BROGUES^ 


FOR 
MEDIUM 

WEAR. 


■■  SEVERN.  ■ 
Leather  and  C»rivaj. 
Sues.  7-5  to  I2  s      .  22,6 
„      ISs       —   —    —  25,- 


,  TILT 

Leather  and  Canvas.    No,  2  Quality. 

Sizes,  8  s  to  12  s.   -     27  fi 

..      15»       ~.      -    -  30,- 


I    'THESE    BROGUES    ARE    BQ AN PEP    " ANDEP50W5     LONDON    GOLD    MEDAL  BROGUES."^ 


AND 


BAGS 


'■  EXPANDING  ■■  SALMON. 
Ends  tAn  be  loldcd  >n. 
14ift  by  1  Im  I 


NEW  "  FHEKE.  ■ 
Detachable  Rubber  Lining. 

No.  1  (18  by  I  n  116  9J6 

Ho.  S  (19  by  121  13  6  I0i6 

No.  S  122  by  131  16  6  ■  12j6 

No.  4  (25  by  15i  19  6  ^    14  6 


FOLDING 
WATERPROOF 
SEAT 


n,  6y  ISin.       ,  .      .  - 

i:jijtJL 

RUBBER  SEAT  MATS. 
14uL  by  lOin.    Se        ISio-  by  Ilka.    6  6 
I6in.  by  12>D-    7  6 
CANOE  MATS. 


by  lOir 


2  S 


WATERPROOF  ...LOVES. 
Wilh  FingCM,       Vvithout  Fingers. 
6  6  «  7  6  S  C 


37,  aUEEN  VICTORIA  ST.,  E.G.    LONDON.   58-59,  CHARING  GROSS,  S.W. 

70,  QUEEN  STREET,  CARDIFF.  23,  CASTLE  STREET,  SWANSEA, 

or  from  every  high-class  Dealer  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
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Jlssociationo,  etc. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  Sparks  presided  at  our  usual  weekly  meeting 
on  March  11,  when  two  new  members  were  pro- 
posed. The  club  outing  was  not  concluded  on  Sun- 
day (March  15),  and  will  continue  in  the  Harefield 
section  on  Sunday  ne.xt  (March  22).  Mr.  Holmes  had 
a  nice  pike  of  9|lb.  trom  Tring.  Mr.  Metz  had  a 
busy  day  at  Buckingham,  getting  nearly  401b.  of 
pike,  best  61b  ;  Mr.  Dalmer  had  a  perch  of  1  lb.l5ioz. 
from  Harefield  (returned^,  and  Mr.  Yarham  roach. 
— H.  VV.  S. 

Central  Association  of  London  and  Provincial 
Angling  Clubs. 

A  crowd  of  enthusiastic  anglers  met  at  the  York 
Hotel,  Waterloo-road,  the  headquarters  of  the 
Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  on  the  evening  of 
March  16,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  Th  .mas 
Crumplen,  to  witness  the  handing  of  the  very  fine 
Silver  Cup  of  the  above  Association  to  the 
Blacivfriars,  also  six  gold  medals  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  team  and  six  silver  medals  to  the 
running  up  team— namely,  the  Stockwell  A.S.  The 
recipients  were  congratulated  by  the  piesident. 
The  cup,  which  is  a  replica  of  the  Ascot  Gold  Cup, 
was  greatly  admired,  and  Messrs.  Fattouni,  of 
Bradford,  were  congratulated  upon  the  result.  Mr. 
J.  J.  Smith  had  very  generously  mounted  the  cup, 
for  which  he  was  suitably  thanked.  Host  Welton 
had  arranged  a  capital  programme,  which  included 
several  special  artistes  and  lady  vocalists. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

A  capital  meeting  was  held  at  Mason's  Hall  on 
Tuesday,  March  17,  Mr.  E.  P.  Beamont  presiding. 
There  were  numerous  Lshing  reports  amongst  them 
thefol.owing: — Mr.  Haynes,  jack  up  to  8  b.  3oz.  ; 
Mr.  Merritt,  jack  of  71b.  ;  Mr.  Isaacs,  three  small 
jack  ;  Mr.  Mellersh,  three  small  .ack;  whilst  several 
fine  chub  up  to  31b.  14oz.  had  been  taken  by  Mr. 
E.  J.  Orpin;  Mr.  F.  James  also  having  a  nice 
catch  of  chub  up  to  SJlb  ,  th )  loregoing  catches 
being  irom  various  localities.  As  previously 
arranged,  Mr  John  Dryden  (hon.  librarian)  read 
a  paper,  which  proved  to  be  very  interesting,  on 
that  extraordinary  and  prolific  fishing  water, 
Slapton  Ley.  Its  situation,  productiveness,  and 
many  peculiarities  were  well  described  and  com- 
mented upon  by  Mr.  Dryden,  not  by  any  means 
forgetting  an  account  of  the  fish  found  there.  After 
appreciative  discussion,  in  which  se  eral  members 
joined,  a  cordial  vote  of  thanUs  was  awarded  to  the 
reader  for  his  very  interesting  paper.  At  the  next 
nieeting— Tuesday,  March  24— there  will  be  a 
discussion  as  to  the  results  of  th^  coarse  fishing 
season  just  closed.  Special  attention  was  called  to 
the  musical  evening  taking  place  on  March  31. 
Mr.  Merritt  has  kindly  arranged  to  undertake  the 
duties  of  musical  director,  when — as  it  will  be  a 
ladies'  night — an  exdfeptionally  fine  programme 
will  doubtless  attract  a  numerous  company.  Mem- 
bers and  visitors  are  particularly  re  quested  to  arrive 
early — at  any  rate,  to  be  in  their  seats  not  later 
than  8  p.m.  The  usual  C.L.P.S.  toast  and  a  cordial 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  concluded  the 
business. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  H.  D.  Turner  presided  at  both  committee 
and  ordinary  meetings  on  Tuesday  last.  All  details 
in  connection  with  the  annual  dinner  at  theHolborn 
Restaurant  on  April  7  were  settled  and  the  other 
business  quickly  disposed  of.  During  the  evening  one 
member  gave  a  guinea  and  two  others  200  trout  for 
the  continuance  of  the  experiment  in  fish  rearing, 
which  was  so  uccess  ul  last  year.  A  further  dona- 
tion of  half-a-guinea,  entirely  unsolidted,  was 
forwarded  for  the  general  purposes  of  the  society. 
On  Tuesday  next  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  will  give  his 
promised  demonstration  on  the  making  of  ground 
baits  and  pastes.  As  Mr.  Gray  is  an  expert  roach 
angler,  as  well  as  a  very  successful  one,  there  is  no 
doub t  that  the  evening  will  be  both  pleasant  and 
instructive.  Members  from  other  angling  societies 
will  be  cordially  welcomed.  Messrs.  Gray  and 
Blagrave  were  the  successful  anglers  last  week-end, 
both  of  them  having  secured  some  capital  roach  — 
Hon.  Sec. 

HiGHBtJBY  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  C.  L.  Scholefield  presided  over  the  meeting  on 
March  18.  At  this  time  ot  year  a  lot  of  business 
has  to  be  done,  and  under  the  guidance  of  our 
chairman  a  considerable  amount  was  disposed  of  in 
a  short  space  of  time.  April  1  is  fixed  for  the 
annual  general  meeting,  and  it  is  very  important 
that  all  members  should  attend.  In  the  final  for 
the  club  championship  Mr.  VV.  T.  Attwood  defeated 
Mr.  H.  H.  Greenhill  and  Mr.  A.  J.  Hersant,  the.-eby  | 


winning  the  gold  medal  and  title  of  champion  for  the 
year.  The  dinner  committee  arebuay  making  arrange- 
ments for  our  comfort  and  enjoyment  on  April  29. 
They  anticipate  quite  a  record  attendance  on  that 
night.  The  society  have  arranged  for  scales  and 
a  weigh-in  book  to  be  kept  at  WilleyMill,  and  mem- 
bers are  requested  to  weigh  and  record  their  respec- 
tive catches  each  day  before  leaving  the  fishery. — 
Hon.  Reporter. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


The  proceedings  of  1907  having  been  all  satis- 
factoiily  wound  up,  and  the  fact  duly  celebrated  by 
the  annual  dinner,  the  society's  tireless  committee 
proves  to  have  been  hard  at  work  providing  for  the 
coming  season. 

The  entertainment  sub-committee,  imder  Mr. 
Geo.  Read  Clarke's  sage  presidency,  is  elaborating 
the  programme  for  the  Wednesday  evenings  of  the 
summer  session,  and  invite  offers  of  papers  and 
suggestions  of  sub|ects  lor  consideration  thereat. 

Mr.  Pickup,  the  secretary,  announced  on  Wed- 
nesday that  the  Deal  Competition  1908  would  be 
held  on  the  following  dates:  From  the  pier, 
Nov.  8  and  9;  boats,  J\ov.  20,  21,  and  22. 

The  district  of  the  coasts  o  the  United  liingdom 
settled  for  the  committee  challenj.e  cup  competition 
is  that  extending  irom  the  Liriey  in  Ireland,  south 
about,  to  Galv\ay  on  the  west  coast,  and  the  com- 
petitors must  fish  from  one  of  the  society's  stations 
on  that  coast,  and  that  on  not  more  than  three 
dajs.  Only  fish  of  standard  weights  and  ot  six 
named  species  count. 

Mr.  VV.  Summers  occupied  the  chair,  and  called 
upon  Mr.  Bass  to  read  his  promised  paper  upon 
"  The  Sea." 

This  Mr.  Bass  did,  and  illu  trated  it  by  a  very 
excellent  lantern  and  series  of  plates  fully  repre- 
sentative of  his  subject  and  many  of  exceeding 
beauty,  Mr.  Bass  very  generously  retaining  the 
services  of  Messrs.  Wood,  the  eminent  opticians, 
for  the  purpose.  Needless  to  say,  that  work  was 
well  done. 

Mr.  Bass's  paper  was  well  up  to  the  level  of  his 
well-remembered  paper,  "  Fabulous  Sea  ijwelleis," 
01  last  March.  But  what  a  change-over !  That 
paper  showed  careful  research  certainly,  but  with 
what  a  play  of  lancy  was  it  written  !  'I'he  unusual 
alliance  in  the  same  man  of  poetic  feeling  with  the 
cold  analysis  of  literary  research  was  its  charac- 
teristic. This  time  ihe  membeis  were  treated  to  a 
cold  scientific  treatment  of  some  of  the  most 
recondite  secrets  Oi  Nature. 

J  he  forming  of  the  earth,  subsequently  of  its 
waters — the  sea — the  gradual  development  of  li.e, 
in  its  bosom,  and  the  periectLng  of  living  things  into 
man  and  the  plants  and  animals  now  known  to  us, 
all  evolved  in  and  from  the  sea,  were  treated  in  a 
manner  worthy  of  the  subject,  and  what  in  some 
hands  would  have  proved  a  dry  subject,  was  made 
to  glow  with  subtle  imagination  and  tubdued 
enthusiasm. 

An  abstract  of  this  paper  will  appear  later  in  our 
columns. 

Next  Wednesday  (March  25)  a  paper  will  be  read 
on  "8ea  Birds  in  Their  Relation  to  Fish  Life,"  by 
Mr.  W.  P.  Pyecroft,  of  South  Kensington,  who  may 
be  takun  as  the  authority  on  the  subject.  It  will 
be  illustrated  by  lantern  sUdes.  H.  P. 


SUSSEX  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


ANNUAL  DINNER. 


The  annual  dinner  of  this  very  flourishing  society 
was  held  on  Thursday  evening,  March  12,  at  "  The 
Pavihon,"  Brighton.  Tlie  mayor,  (Alderman 
Shngby  Roberts)  presided,  and  was  .supported  by 
a  large  and  influential  company. 

As  I  was  unable  to  be  present  the  only  account 
I  can  give  is  from  the  Sussex  Daily  News,  and  I  wish 
space  would  admit  of  it  being  given  in  extenso. 

However,  here  is  the  "  intro  "  :  

"  A  Dinner  by  Still  Waters." 
"  Was  this  really  the  Drawing  Room  in  the 
Pavi.ion  ?  Or  was  it  some  quiet  spot  in  rural 
Sussex,  where  the  placid  river  glides  between  tree- 
embowered  banks,  and  the  shy,  rare  kingfisher 
hits  to  its  hidden  nest,  a  many -coloured  flash  like  a 
living  diamond  ?  Were  it  not  indeed  that  a  dinner 
by  Messrs.  Booth  is  a  rather  too  luxurious  and 
elaborate  affair  to  be  served  in  rural  solitudes, 
the  members  of  the  Sussex  Piscatorial  Society 
might  easily  have  imagined  that  they  were  holding 
their  annual  dinner  on  Thursday  in  the  form  of  an 
out-of-door  picnic  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Arun.  They  faced  each  other  across  a  smooth 
rivu.et,  a  mirror  in  very  fact,  in  which  were 
reflected  its  mossy   banks   and   the    clumps  of 


daffodils  which  hung  their  graceful  heads  over  its 
smooth  surface,  gazing  amorously  at  their  sweet 
rellecti'ins  even  as  did  their  ancestor  Narcissus  in 
the  far-off  golden  days  of  the  young  world.  Over 
suoh  an  effect  one  could  not  but  become  poetic. 
Fish,  too,  swam  in  the  water  before  the  eyes  of  these 
anglers  in  very  life,  for  here  and  there  in  these 
smooth  rivers  golden  carp  glided  among  the  water 
weeds  in  glass  bowls,  on  the  lips  of  which  perched  a 
kingHsher.  The  wild  duck,  the  teal,  and  perhaps  a 
moorhen  or  two  peeped  out  of  the  mossy  banks  with 
shy  eyes  to  watch  these  anglers  feasting.  The 
whole  scene  was  so  natural  that  one  absent-minded 
gentleman  tried  to  stand  his  champagne  in  the 
'  river  '  to  cool." 

Nets  and  floats  and  other  such  tackle  were  much 
in  evidence,  as  well  as  the  handsome  challenge  shield 
awarded  to  Mr.  Tunks  for  capturing  the  best  fish 
under  club  rules.  \ot  only  did  they  thus  surround 
themselves  with  fish  and  things  fishy.  They  ate 
fish;  they  talked  fish;  and  they  even  sang  fish.  For, 
with  a  very  proper  appreciation  of  the  position, 
Miss  Llewellyn  sang  to  them  about  "  The  Amorous 
Goldfish,"  and  Mr.  G.  H.  Fowler  reminded  them  of 
the  fact  that  "  To-morrow  will  be  Friday,"  and 
that  therefore  they  must  catch  fish  for  dinner  ;  Mr. 
G.  A.  Goord  and  Mr.  Guy  Temple  were  probably 
thinking  of  fishing  experiences  when  they  sang 
respectively.  "Asleep  on  the  Deep,"  and  something 
about  "  A  long  ship  and  a  strong  ship."  Mr. 
Tinkle's  song,  with  chorus  and  banjo  accompani- 
ment, may  have  had  no  real  reference  to  fishing, 
but  it  was  one  of  the  adaptable  sort  that  might 
have  been  comic  or  serious.  Mr.  W.  F.  Booth 
certainly  did  not  sing  about  fish,  but  his  lusty  and 
admirably  characterised  singing  of  the  "Sussex 
Waggoner's  Song"  was  probably  the  ouicome  of  a 
fishing  excursion,  and  at  least  the  members  knew 
that  one  of  the  society,  Dr.  Sawyer,  wrote  the 
harmony. 

The  speeches  were  distinctly  "  fishy."  Certainly 
the  Mayor's  was,  if  only  for  its  slipperiness  —  the 
elusiveness  of  that  capital  after-dinner  humour  of 
his  t.hat  kept  the  gathering  laughing  and  set  an 
admirable  key  note  for  the  evening.  He  won  their 
approval  when  he  said  that  it  was  a  tribute  to  the 
society  that  so  cautious  a  body  as  the  Corporation 
should  let  them  have  a  home  in  so  choice  an  insti- 
tution as  the  A(juarium.  His  Worship,  it  should  be 
understood,  was  proposing  the  health  of  the  society. 

In  responding,  Mr.  Gillam  quoted  from  the  menu, 
"  It  is  an  art.  '  This  did  not  refer  to  the  dinner,  as 
some  had  .supposed,  he  explained,  but  to  angling. 
"  The  society,"  he  said  poetically,  "  is  in  its  seven- 
teenth year.  And  it's  Leap  Year,  too,"  he  remem- 
bered. "  If  any  of  the  ladies  now  present  propose 
themselves  as  members  they  will  be  accepted." 

Then  Mr.  Gillam  had  a  relapse  into  seriousness 
as  he  spoke  of  the  good  work  the  society  does  in 
encouraging  fishing.  They  had  spent  over  £40  on 
stocking  the  Horsted  Keynes  water  with  525  trout. 
They  would  be  ready  on  April  1. 

The  society,  said  Mr.  Gillam,  has  an  ideal  home 
at  the  Aquarium.    "  For  myself,  I  could  live  there." 

At  the  instance  of  Major  Lea  Birch,  the  society 
did  their  duty  to  the  generous  riparian  owners  who 
gave  them  permission  to  fish,  by  drinking  their 
health. 

The  toast  of  "The  Chairman"  brought  from 
Mr.  W.  F.  Booth — who  had  told  a  story  by  way  of 
encore  to  his  song — a  generous  tribute  to  the  Mayor 
whom  he  praised  for  his  suaviter  in  modo  and 
fortiter  in  re.  With  a  learned  legal  gentleman  like 
the  mayor  on  the  bench,  one  heard  no  demand  for 
a  stipendiary  magistrate.  He  thought  the  mayor 
ought  to  join  the  society.  "  He  has  joined  the 
Foresters.  This  is  a  friendly  society.  If  we  are 
not  Foresters  we  are  odd  fellows — rod-fellows." 

In  regard  to  the  vice-chairman,  Mr.  Booth  had 
to  express  the  great  regret  of  the  company  that  this 
post  was  vacant  through  the  illness  of  Mr.  Marston, 
editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  whose  promise  to 
attend  had  arous  d  so  much  satisfaction. 

The  Mayor  answered  in  happy  vein.  Many  years 
ago,  said  he,  he  thought  he  had  laid  down  the  law 
for  ever  :  "  now  I  have  to  lay  down  the  law  every 
day."  Of  the  English  it  was  said,  Nan  Angli,  sed 
angeli  (not  Angles,  but  angels) :  "  as  for  you,  you 
are  not  angels,  you  are  anglers  !  " 

The  toast  of  "  The  Ladies  "  was  honoured  by  neat 
speeches  by  Mr.  Alfred  Morris  and  Mr.  A.  T.  Colman. 
Mr.  Morris  strongly  recommended  ladies  to  take  to 
"  angling."  He  was  convinced  that  a  lady  who 
gets  an  angler  for  a  husband  is  lucky.  Anglers  are 
80  patient !  G.  H.  H. 


"Mother,  mother,  mother,  turn  the  hose  on 
me !  "  sang  little  Willie,  as  his  mamma  was  dressing 
him  this  morning.  "What  do  you  mean?"  she 
asked.  "  You've  put  my  Stockin's  on  wrong  side 
out,"  he  said.  We  fear  Will  e  will  grow  up  to  be  a 
newspaper  humorist. — Cleveland  Leader. 
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SPRING  ANGLING. 


OGDEN&SOOTFORD 

Exhibitors,  Patentees,  and  Manufacturers  of  First=class 
Cane° Built,  Blue  Mahoe  and  Qreenheart  Salmon, 
Grilse,  and  Trout  Rods. 


211-  THE  MULTUM-IN-PARVO  TROUT  ROD  21/- 

'  Cork  Grip. 

12/6  THE  1904  2-JOINr  CANE  TROUT  ROD  12/6 

Light  and  powerful,  9  ft.  6  in.  and  10  ft. 

SALMON    FLIES      Creat  Variety  at  Moderate  Prices. 

21-       FLOATING  TROUT  FLIES  2/- 

Exquisitely  dressed  to  Gut  or  Eyed  Hooks. 

15/6       OUR  NEW  SEAT-BASKET  15/6 

•with  Moveable  Tray. 


9   GOLD,  SILVER,  AND  OTHER  MEDALS. 

Hundreds  of  Testimonials  from  all  Parts. 


Pittviile  Gates,  Cheltenham. 


The  Crown  Hotel 

PENRITH,  CUMBERLAND. 

Three  miles  of  the  best  Trout 
and  Salmon  Fishing  in  the  River 
Eamont,  free  to  Visitors  staying 
in  the  Hotel. 

FIRST  CLASS  HOTEL,  EVERY  CONVENIENCE. 

TABLE  D'HOTE   AT  7.30. 


Golf.       Coaching.       Billiards.  Garage. 


BOARDING    AND     WEEK-END     TERMS  ON 
APPLICATION . 

'BUS  MEETS  ALL  TRAINS.      NIGHT  PORTER. 

J.  H.  &  T.  SJDDLE,  Proprietors. 

Telephone  No.  :  091. 


J.  E.  MILLER, 

NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  DEPOT, 
19,  New  Station  Street,  LEEDS. 

telegrams:  "PISCATOE,  LEEDS."  Telephone:  No.  2601 


THE  "NEW  WENSLEYDALE"  FLY  ROD. 


3-piece  Greenhearfc,  balanced  handle  and  snake  rings, 
very  powerful  and  highly  finished.  Price,  10/6. 
lUi  ft.,  about  8oz.  ;  lift.,  8f  oz. 


MILLER'S    YORKSHIRE  FLIES 

ON  GUT,  HAIR  ON   EYED  HOOKS,  1/9  doz. 

Selections  made  up  for  any  Water. 


LARGEST  STOCK  IN  THE  KINGDOM 
OF  RODS,  REELS,  LINES,  WADERS, 
AND  GENERAL  TACKLE. 


NEW  UP-TO-DATE  STOCK  FOR  SEASON  1908. 

CATALOGUE  POST  FREE. 
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Pfovineial  Angling  |lotes. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post. 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

All  true  coarse  fish  anglers  in  the  Midlands  will,  I 
hope,  put  their  tackle  on  one  side  for  the  next  three 
monti  8  in  order  for  their  favourite  fish  to  increase 
and  multiply,  and  that  our  local  waters  may  be 
enriched  for  the  good  time  to  come.  Most  of  the 
bye-contests  that  have  been  fished  prior  to  March  15 
have  been  far  from  satisfactory  from  a  sportsman's 
point  of  view,  as  only  a  te-v  miserable-sized  fish 
have  been  taken  to  secure  valuable  prizes.  One  of 
the  members  of  the  Queen's  Head  Angling  Society, 
fishing  in  a  bye-contest  last  Sunday  week  at 
Stourport-on-the-Severn,  caught  a  trout  of  about 
l^lb.,  but  as  the  member  had  no  Severn  licence  the 
fish  was  returned  to  the  water  without  iniury.  All 
our  clubs  fishing  the  Severn  in  contests  bar  trout, 
and  Only  coarse  fish  are  weighed  in.  Our  rivers, 
ow^ng  to  the  renent  rains  and  snow,  have  been  out 
of  order,  being  high  and  discoloured;  and  owing  to 
this  nothing  of  note  has  been  done  with  the  coarse 
fish,  although  a  good  number  of  rods  have  been 
out.  Trout-fishing  will  be  quiet  for  some  little 
time,  but  there  is  every  prospect  of  better  sport 
this  season  th  m  last.  Some  few  trout  have  already 
been  taken  in  the  Bridgnorth  portion  of  the  Severn, 
and  also  on  the  Teme,  but  we  want  warmer  and 
brigh ter  weather  before  the  fish  will  be  in  condition, 
or  anything  like  decent  sport  be  obtained.  We 
had  snow  on  S  mday  and  Monday,  but  had  a 
bright,  clear  day  on  Tuesday.  Another  club  at 
Coventry  ha ;  joined  the  Provincial  Angling  Asso- 
ciation. A  large  number  of  new  members  are  join- 
ing the  Birmingham  Association  clubs.  Tlie  newly- 
aPhliated  clubs  are  going  very  strong;  a  few  of 
these  have  about  one  hundred  members  on  their 
books. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Although  the  season  has  come  to  an  end,  a  few 
remarks  upon  the  general  sport  will  not  be  out  of 
place.  So  far  as  the  Witham  is  concerned,  it  has 
not  fished  up  toiti  usual  standard,  and  the  same 
may  be  said  of  the  Gl  n.  The  autumn  months 
were  the  best  on  the  Forty-foot,  although  roach 
have  been  yielding  fair  sport  since  the  middle  of 
February.  ]t  has  been  a  remarkably  poor  season 
for  bream.  The  South  Forty-foot,  Bargate  Drain, 
and  the  Hobhole  have  fished  fairly  well  at  times, 
but  when  the  Witham  fails  there  is  usually  a  dearth 
of  huge  specimens  of  the  bellows-shaped  species. 
Bos'on  anglers  put  the  season  down  as  distinctly 
bad  so  far  as  bream  are  concerned.  The  association 
medal  for  this  class  falls  to  Mr.  W.  S.  Holland  for  a 
fish  weighing  51b.  12oz.,  that  well-known  angler 
just  beating  Mr.  P.  Burnett,  who  held  the  lead  for  a 
long  time  with  a  specimen  scaling  51b.  10|oz.  In 
the  early  months  of  the  season  the  Mount  Pl<  asant 
Drain  was  by  far  and  away  the  best  for  roach  fishing. 
In  the  autumn,  however,  it  was  superseded  by  the 
South  Forty-foot,  where  some  splendid  lots  of  red 
fins  were  creeled  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Swines- 
head,  as  well  as  at  Donington  Bridie  and  the 
reaches  be  ond  the  Neslam.  A  21b.  8:^0/.  roach 
seems  to  have  been  about  the  best  recorded  during 
the  season.  With  regard  to  tench,  fewer  have  been 
creeled  than  usial;  nevertheless,  some  excellent 
specimens  have  been  reported  at  headquarters.  One 
of  the  best  fish  fell  to  Mr.  W.  S.  Holland.  This 
weighed  31b.  15oz.,  and  another,  taken  by  Mr.  W. 
Porcher,  scaled  3lb.  7oz.  The  number  of  riidd  does 
not  compare  favourably  with  last  season's  record, 
although  specimens  weighing  respectively  21b.  3oz., 
1  lb.  14^oz.,  and  1  lb.  llfoz.  have  been  weighed  in. 
Tho  best  perch  officially  recorded  weighed  21b.  llfoz. 
Pike  fishing  has  fluctuated  considerably.  The 
middle  and  lower  reaches  of  the  Witham  have  at 
times  yielded  extremely  well,  but  at  others  the 
sport  has  been  most  disappointing.  For  once  in  a 
way  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Forty-foot  have 
yielded  better  than  those  nearer  Boston. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT, 

The  weather  here  is  still  March-like.  As  an 
instance,  let  me  state  that  Monday  last  was  quite  a 
nice  warm  spring  day,  and  on  awakening  the  next, 
one  found  the  hills  thick  with  snow  a'Tain.  This 
snow  will  again  put  back  trouting  in  Windermere. 
A  few  fish  have  been  taken  on  the  lake  with  fly, 
but  under  present  weather  conditions  I  cannot 
advise  a  visit  to  this  water  just  at  present.  From 
reports  to  hand,  what  fishing  there  is  seems  to  be 
best  at  the  low  or  Lakeside  end  of  the  lake.  The 
streams  in  this  district  are  on  the  fine  side  fur  any- 
thing, with  the  exception  of  t'ne  Kent,  which  always 
does  best  with  fly  when  on  the  low  side.    A  fair 


hatch  of -flies  generally  comes  on  about  midday, 
and  lasts  for  some  two  hours  or  so,  but  so  far  trout 
are  not  picking  them  up  with  any  avidity.  A 
rousing  good  flood  would  help  matters  all  round. 
Replying  to  "Novice,"  I  may  say  that  the  e  is  no 
better  centre  to  fish  this  district  than  Kendal. 
From  thii  place  fishing  is  easy  of  access.  As  to  the 
Kent,  there  is  the  Kent  Angling  Association  with  a 
good  stretch  of  water,  minimum  subscription,  2s.  6d. 
"Novice"  would  also  require  the  Fishery  Board 
licence  for  trout,  2s.  6d.    The  Bela  is  private  water. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  president  of  the  Bolton  Anglers'  Association 
met  with  an  accident  last  week  and  now  lies  in  the 
infirmary  with  a  broken  leg.  This  is  a  distinct  loss 
of  service,  for  he  was  most  assiduous  in  his  atten- 
tion to  the  duties  of  his  office.  The  concluding 
contest  of  the  Royal  Walton  Anglina:  Society, 
Blackley,  on  March  14-  was  a  departure  from  their 
usual  programme,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  it  will  in 
the  future  be  repeated.  Our  county  rods  who  are 
in  the  habit  of  visiting  the  Conway  are  pleased  with 
the  efforts  of  the  locals  to  improve  the  fishing  in 
this  district. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Buckland  Anglers  have  presented  their 
esteemed  veteran  treasurer,  Mr.  John  Johnson, 
with  portraits  of  himself  and  wife,  both  well  past 
the  allotted  span  of  life.  The  portraits  are  excellent, 
and  created  unanimous  expressions  of  satisfaction. 
On  Saturday  last  there  was  a  meeting  in  ihis  city 
to  f'lrther  consider  the  ques'ion  of  promot  ng  an 
exhibition  of  interest  to  the  anglers  of  the  district. 
Next  Saturday  there  will  be  the  adiourned  confer- 
ence of  anglers  to  discuss  matters  of  interest  locally. 
Several  parties  are  being  organised  for  getting  away 
at  Easter. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Members  of  the  Wellington  Society  had  quite  a 
field-day  on  their  well- stocked  waters  at  Fiskerton 
and  East  Stoke  on  March  14  Amongst  those  out 
were  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  Mr.  F.  Flewitt,  Mr.  W. 
Charlton,  Mr.  E.  H.  Rirks,  Mr.  W.  Page,  Mr.  Frank 
Menzing,  Mr.  C.  F.  Daft,  and  Mr.  J.  Bailey. 
All  enoyed  sport  amongst  roach,  and  the 
aggregate  takes  exceeded  four  stones.  On 
the  previous  day,  Mr.  Flewitt  succeeded  in 
landing  one  of  the  best  roach  of  the  season.  It 
weighed  lilb.  Amongst  the  quarry  creeled  on  the 
final  day  were  several  big  and  well-conditioned 
chub.  At  the  close  of  the  outing  the  company 
dined  together  at  the  Bromley  Arms,  Fiskerton, 
and  subsequently  a  "smoker"  was  held  under  the 
genial  presidency  of  Mr.  Harry  Spray,  the  popular 
Hon.  sec.  of  the  society.  "  Our  Harry  "  has  just 
returned  from  a  holiday  trip  in  Spain,  and  he  looked 
"in  the  pink."  Occasion  was  taken  by  the  chair- 
man to  present  to  the  worthv  hostess  ( Mrs.  Bill  ) 
a  handsome  silver  teapot  for  her  attention  to  the 
wants  of  the  members  who  have  visited  the  Pehery 
during  the  campaign  just  ended.  Mr.  Bills  was 
also  specially  thanked  for  hi-;  kindness.  At  Weston, 
in  the  pool.  Mr.  H.  Rogers  caught  a  121b.  pike  on 
the  closing  day,  and  five  of  201b.  odd  W(  re  got  on 
one  of  the  lower  waters  by  Mr.  E.  Tomlinson  and 
Mr.  T.  .Tohnson.  Several  competitions  were  decided 
on  the  upper,  but  few  of  the  prizes  offered  were  won 
owing  to  the  scarcity  of  fish  taken  for  weighing-in 
purposes. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  coarse  fish  season  closed  on  March  14,  but 
sport  up  to  the  finish  was  poor  indeed,  for  the 
weather  was  dreadfully  cold,  the  rivers  high  and  a 
nasty  colour,  and  a  lot  of  -snow-water  in  them. 
Very  few  rods  were  out,  and  the  only  catch  we 
have  heard  of  worth  mentioning  is  a  4|lb. 
bream  by  F  Briggs,  of  the  Fountain  Club,  and 
three  pike  by  Messrs.  S.  Webb  and  H.  Thoma-i, 
of  the  Good  Intent  Club,  largest,  81b.  Four 
members  of  the  Bull's  Head  Club  fished  at 
Craven  Arms  on  March  12  ;  the  water  was 
high  and  out  of  form,  but  Mr.  T.  Prossar  caught 
several  brace  of  trout  and  some  large  chub.  Mr.  H. 
Proberts  had  a  similar  catch,  while  Mr.  F.  T.  Price 
caught  a  few  brace  of  fine  grayling.  Others  tried 
the  Teme  in  the  Wooferton  district ;  sport  almost 
nil.  The  St.  John's  Angling  Society  had  their 
annual  dinner  and  prize  distribution  at  their  head- 
quarters, the  Bell  Hotel,  on  Thursday  evening 
(March  12),    under   the  genial   chairmanship  of 


Thb  Trout  Fir  Dressek's  Cabinet  of  Devices,  or  Fow  to 
Tie  Trout  and  Grayling  Flies.— Can  be  had  post  free  for  2/3 
in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  Loudon.  Second  Edition.  By  H.  G. 
McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "The  best  book  ever  written 
on  the  subject." — Fishing  Gazette. 


Mr.  John  Stokes,  president  of  the  club.  Mr. 
Chris.  James  was  in  the  vic^-chair,  and  there 
were  present  Councillors  A.  Kirk  and  T.  Hopwood, 
Messrs.  H.  Mansfield,  S.  Bailey,  W.  Payne,  L.  F. 
Higgs,  R.  Wingfieid,  J.  Coombe,  and  a  ho,t  of 
others.  Apologies  were  received  from  Mr.  J.  W. 
Willis-Bund,  W.  B.  Leicester,  and  W.  Bridges.  The 
loyal  and  other  usual  toasts  were  proposed,  and  the 
hon.  sec.  gave  his  report  and  balance-sheet,  which 
showed  the  club  to  be  in  a  flourishing  condition, 
with  a  larger  balance  to  start  the  season  with  than 
they  had  had  for  years  past.  The  prizes  were  dis- 
tributed by  the  p-esident.  The  winners  were — H. 
Sleat,  two,  1st  and  a  7th;  W.  Rowberry,  Ist 
and  two  2nd  prizes ;  W.  Bullock,  three  2nd 
prizes;  C.  Denley,  1st,  a  3rd,  and  a  4th; 
the  others  were  A.  J.  Bullock,  A.  Bosworth,  C. 
James,  G.  W.  Goodyear,  H.  Mansfield,  N.  Grizzle, 
I.  Badger,  J.  M.  Jones,  W.  G.  Bleakman,  R.  Fisher, 
I.  Stokes,  A.  Brown,  W.  Payne,  L.  F.  Higgs,  I. 
Wood,  and  A.  Hundley.  A  capital  programme  of 
music  was  given  during  the  evening,  and  the  meeting 
was  a  great  success. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Coarse  fish  anglers  took  advantage  of  the  few 
days  that  remained  before  the  close  season  began, 
and  for  week-end  port  there  was  a  good  tu  n  out  of 
the  "  disciples."  The  atmospheric  conditions  having 
quietened  down  considerably  and  the  state  of  the 
rivers  mproved,  fairly  successful  sport  resulted. 
Swimming  the  worm  in  the  lower  reaches  was 
responsible  for  several  brace  of  very  fine  gray- 
ling, pike,  roach,  and  perch  yielded  moderate 
sport.  The  weather  continued  cold  to  the  last,  but 
the  intermittent  frosts  stimulated  the  anpetites  of 
the  fish,  which  rose  continuously.  This  week  the 
waters  have  been  running  favourably  for  trout,  and 
a  few  days  should  yield  report  <  of  work  done  along 
the  bimks  of  favourite  streams,  which  are  well 
stocked,  the  fish,  from  all  accounts,  being  in  fine 
condition. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  changeable,  but  on  the 
whole  pretty  favourable  for  angling.  Sport,  how- 
ever, has  not  been  very  good  anywhere,  and  in 
many  places  it  has  been  very  backward.  Sea-f  shing 
has  been  carried  on  at  many  places  along  the 
Atlantic  Coast  from  Cork  to  Gal  way,  and  good 
sport  hi  s  been  generally  had  at  pollack.  At  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Limerick  Fishery  Conservators 
it  was  stated  that  the  Fishery  Department  wrote  to 
the  ef'ect  that  it  was  open  to  the  conservators  to 
enfo  ce  the  salmon  fishery  laws  as  far  as  the  extent 
of  their  revenue  would  permit.  As  far  as  rendering 
them  assistance  in  this  resoect,  the  department 
could  not  help  them  beyond  the  substantial  sura 
already  advanced.  A  letter  was  read  from  Dublin 
Castle  with  re  erence  to  a  memorial  forwarded  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  respect  of  a  mitigation  of  a 
fine  of  £4  each  imposed  on  Timothy  Patrick  EUigott 
and  Thomas  Elligott  for  illegal  f'shing  on  the 
Shannon  at  Monabraher  i  i  December  last,  stating 
that  his  Excellency  had  been  pleased  to  reduce  the 
fine  to  £2  in  the  case  of  Thomas  Elligott,  but  in  the 
case  of  the  other  his  decision  was  that  the  law 
should  take  its  course.  The  chairman  (VIr.  C.  S. 
Vanpittart,  J. P.)  asked  how  it  was  a  distinction  was 
made.  Mr.  Hosford  said  Thomas  Elligott  wa^  very 
young,  and  it  was  his  first  offence.  The  chairman 
remarked  that  that  was  a  reasonable  distinction. 

North  of  Ieeland. 
The  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  (Belfast)  Anglers' 
Club  had  a  day  on  the  Clady  and  Sixmilewater  on 
March  10.  Although  both  rivers  were  rather  high 
for  the  fly,  some  very  good  catches  were  made.  The 
ravages  which  the  otters  were  making  amongst  the 
trout  of  Lough  Mourne,  co.  Antrim,  received  a 
che  k  last  week,  Mr.  John  Boyd,  the  keeper,  having 
trapped  two  of  them.  The  dirty  state  of  the  Erne 
precluded  sport,  save  bait  fishing,  and  night  lining 
— one  of  the  curses  of  this  ri\  er — but  at  time  of 
writing  it  is  settling  down  a  bit,  and  sport  should 
begin  with  the  fly.  Good  takes  are  reported  from 
the  tributaries,  and  on  the  mountain  waters  trout 
are  beginning  to  rise  more  freely  The  Owenea, 
Owentocker,  and  some  county  D  onegal  rivers  open 
on  April  I.  Ihe  Bann  is  running  down  a  bit,  and 
the  Kilrea  and  Portglenone  reaches  will  be  in  order 
probably  by  the  beginning  of  April  if  the  rain  hold.=i 
off.  On  the  tributaries  bait  fishers  and  fly  fishers 
have  done  some  execution,  but  nothing  out  of  the 
way.  The  Glens  of  Antrim  rivers  are  in  order, 
and  some  catches  of  trout  were  made.  These 
rivers  hold  nothing  big  till  the  sea^trout  run 
up  from  the  Atlantic  in  June,  July,  and  August. 
The  Mourne,  Strule,  etc.,  which  open  on  April  1,  are 
in  beautiful  order  just  now.  The  spawning  season 
at  the  hatchery,  Ne  wto  wnstewart,  was  not  so  success- 
ful this  season,  only  some  80  per  cent,  of  the  usual 
quantity  of  ova  having  been  secured. 
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12/3,  14/-,  15/9,  17/6,  19/3,  &c. 

SUIT  LENGTHS 

"  Homespun  " 


Variety  of  Shades ;  Pure  Wool ;  unexcelled  for  Style  and  Hard  Wear. 


Fop  angling,  SHOOTING,  and  GOLFING 
SUITS  and  COSTUMES  any  of  the  cloths 
ean  now  be  supplied  EXTRA  SHRUNK  and 
RAINPROOFED  at  a   small   extra  charg-e. 

When  treated  by  this  process  (which  renders  them  rain  hut  not  air 
proof,  and   ENTIRELY  OBVIATES    SHRINKING)  the 

Bantry  Tweeds  form  ideal  materials  for  these  pm-poses  as  well  as 
for  General  wear. 

Patterns  free  from  THOMAS  COPITHORNE,  Bantry,  Ireland. 


£1/1 


FISHING.     FiSHtNG.  FISHING. 

Gregson's  Complete  Outfits 
are  what  you  want. 

Our  Guinea  Fishing  Outfit  is  a  marvel  for  the 
money,  including  a  10-ft.  Greenheart  Rod,  3  lengths,  with 
snake  rings  and  best  reel  fittings,  well  balanced  and  finished. 
One  superior  Reel  with  check  action ;  one  best  Silk 
Waterproof  Fishing  Line ;  \  doz.  3-yd.  Gut  Casts ;  1  doz. 
assorted  Flies  on  gut ;  one  Fishing  Bag,  and  a  good  Fly 
Book.      All  superior  quality,  and  sent  post  free  to  your 

door  for  the  sum  of  One  Guinea.. 
Also  Our  Bottom  Fishing  Outfit,  including  all 

you  want  for  the  season,  post  free,  Ten  Shillings. 
Our  Boy's  Fishing  Outfit  is  a  splendid  offer  and 
a  most  suitable  present,  Five  Shillings,  complete. 

GREGSON  &  CO.,  59,  Penny  Street,  Blackburn. 


10/- 
5/- 


ROBERT  TURNBULL, 

Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Manufacturer, 
10  &  12,   HANOVER   street,  Edinburgh. 


FINEST  SELECTION  IN  THE  WORLD  OF 
RODS  AND  TACKLE  FOR  ANY  WATER, 

Everything  fresh  and  up-to-date. 
Quality-THE  BEST.  Prlces-RIGHT. 

ANGLERS  WOULD  DO  WELL  TO  ORDER  NOW. 

Telegrams,  "Tackle,  Edinburgh."  CATALOGUES  FREE. 


IRELAND. 


Gentlemen  going  on  fishing  tours  in  this 
country  should  write  to  us  for  information 
as  to  suitable  tackle.  We  have  all  the 
best  Killing  Flies  for  Brown  Trout,  Sea 
Trout,  and  Salmon.  Sole  makers  of  the  celebrated  "  Flexible  Grip"  Salmon 
and  Trout  Rods.  Every  requisite  for  angling  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 
Illustrated  Price  List  post  free. 


BRADDELL  &  SON,  21,  Castle  Place,  Belfast. 


KENTNET      YALLEY  FISHERIES. 

Price  List  of  Trout  and  Grayling'  Fish  Food,  &G. 
A.  FX:-^^  XC.OX>S  TO  I^ET. 

Apply   Manager,   Kennet  Valley   Fisheries,  Hungerford. 

Telegraphic  Address :  .■■  FISHERIES,  HUNGERFORD." 


"LA  PECHE  MODERNE." 

An  Illustrated  French  Angling  Paper  published  the  1st  and  15th  of  each  month. 

Annual  Subscription,  ds. 

All  communications  siiould  be  addressed  to  the  Directors — Wyers  Freres,  30,  Quai  de  Louvre, Paris. 


BEWARE 


of  People  assuming  and  trading  in  the  name 
of  Ogden.  JLlKTOIl^  disappointment  by 
dealing  at  the  old-established  shop. 


JAMES  OGDEN 


Durham  Rancir 


PRACTICAL  ANGLER,  AND  MANUFACTURER  OF 
EVERY  DESCRIPTION  OF  FISHING  TACKLE. 


Maker  of  Hlgh'Class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  Rods. 


4ttui  Seart 


The  Best  and  most  Artistic  Fly  Dressers  known  are  in  the  employ  of  JAMES  OGDEN. 

Jas.  Ogden's  "Multui  in  Parvo"  Fly  Rod,  21/- 

A  BETTER  FLY  ROD  IS  BEYOND  THE  ART  OF  ROD  MAKING.   SENT  ON  APPROVAL  FOR  INSPECTION. 


IMPORTANT  CAUTION. 

The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  Fishing  Tackle  Business 

Telephone  27V5.  Cheltenham,  Telegrams:  "James  Ogden." 
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Jottings  by  the  Way. 


First  came  the  forward  darlings  of  the  Spring, 
Snowdrops,  and  violets,  and  daisies  white. 
The  year's  faint  smiles  bffore  its  burst  of  mirth. 
The  soft  siveet-breathing  babies  of  the  earth. 
Close  to  her  warm  brown  bosom  nestling  in. 
That  the  wild  winds  take  laughing  by  the  chin. 

— Frances  Anna  ItEMBLE. 


More  Fish  for  the  Thames. 

On  Saturday  last  a  fine  lot  of  perch  and  tench, 
purchased  by  the  Reading  and  District  Angling 
Preservation  Association,  were  placed  in  suitable 
localities  in  the  Thames  near  Reading.  The  fish, 
which  were  purchased  from  the  United  Fisheries, 
Haslemere,  were  in  grand  condition,  and  were  care- 
fully "  planted  "  in  "lay-byes" — the  Thames  run- 
ning high  at  the  time — by  Mr.  Thos.  R.  Moore,  the 
hon.  secretary  of  the  association,  and  Mr.  Jas. 
Howse,  the  society's  Caversham  bailiff. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Gresham  Angling 
Society  will  take  place  on  Tuesday  evening,  April  7, 
at  the  Holborn  Restaurant.  Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham 
will  preside. 


National  Council  of  Sea  Anglers. 

The  council  held  their  spring  meeting  on 
Wednesday  at  the  rooms  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society  in  Fetter-lane.  It  was  well  attended,  im- 
portant business  transacted,  and  the  fixtures  for 
the  competitions  round  the  coast  during  the  ensuing 
season  arranged  to  avoid  clashing.  The  details  are 
not  yet  ready,  but  will  appear  later. 


Mb.  G.  J.  Spanswick  writes  : — It  may  interest 
you  to  hear  that  I  saw  displ.iyed  on  the  slab  of  the 
fishmonger's  shop  in  Bolsover-st,  opposite  Port- 
land-rd.  station,  to-day  a  splendid  cod  of  71  (seventy- 
one)  lb.  The  girth  from  a  guess  would  be  about 
3  feet.    Is  this  a  record  fish  ? 

[I  never  saw  a  larger.  Perhaps  someone  will 
reply.] 


Anglo-French  Piscatorials. 

Mb.  C.  Fbanco  presided  on  Wednesday  evening 
when  final  arrangements  were  made  for  the  annual 
banquet.  During  the  last  week  several  members 
showed  fish.  Me.  R.  Jacobs  (hon.  sec.)  having  a 
very  fine  lot  of  roach  (largest  lib.  12oz.),  best  eight 
fish  weighing  111b.  lloz.  Messrs.  Abrahams  and 
Franco  also  had  some  fine  perch  and  pike. 


C.L.P.S. 

Another  treat  is  in  store  for  members  and 
friends  of  the  above  society  (ladies  included).  On 
Tuesday  evening,  March  31,  Mr.  Merrit,  who  is 
organising  a  grand  concert,  will  produce  a  gargan- 
tuan programme  of  music  and  song,  at  the  Mason's 
Hall  Tavern — the  Ariel  Quartette  included — on 
that  night.    Come  early  to  ensure  a  seat. 


The  Oyster  Vindicated. 

The  "  rehabilitation  of  the  oyster  in  the  public 
confidence  "  was  proclaimed  by  Mr.  W.  H.  William- 
son at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Oyster  Merchants' 
Association  in  the  Fishmongers'  Hall.  With  the 
assistance  of  the  Fishmongers'  Company  and  the 
support  of  the  various  authorities  in  preventing 
pollution  of  oyster  beds,  he  said,  the  oyster  in- 
dustry had  been  saved.  [Another  dozen  for 
"Drag.,"  please,  Mr.  Taylor.] 


Death  of  a  well-known  Thames  Fisherman. 

I  HAVE  just  received  the  following  from  Mr.  A. 
Hancock,  of  Twickenham  : — "  A  great  many  anglers 
will  be  sorry  to  hear  of  the  demise  of  old  Tom 
Auger  ("  Sugar  "),  one  of  the  oldest  Thames  pro- 
fessionals, a  native  and  fisherman  of  Twickenham. 
(Old  "  Sugar's  "  death  is  only  seven  days  later  than 
Jim  Coxen's.)  He  was  taken  ill  suddenly  on  the 
night  of  March  12,  and  found  dead  at  10.30. 
At  6  30  he  was  along  the  waterside.  Auger 
has  fished  with  a  good  many  worthies,  and  has 
on  more  than  one  occasion  saved  lile  from  old 
Father  Thames.  Many  people  have  passed  happy 
hours  watching  his  aquatic  displays." 


They  took  him  to  the  sanatorium  moaning  feebly, 
"  Thirty-nine,  thirty-nine."  "  What  does  he  mean 
by  that?"  the  attendant  inquired.  "It's  the 
number  of  buttons  on  the  back  of  hia  wife's  new 
frock,' '  the  family  doctor  explained. 


Cruelty  to  a  Conger. 

The  fining  of  an  Ilfracombe  fish-hawker  for  so- 
called  cruelty  in  cutting  up  a  conger  eel  before  all 
reflex  action  had  ceased  reminds  me  of  an  article 
which  appeared  in  the  Deutsche  Fischer ei-Zeitimg 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago.  The  Casse'l 
Society  for  the  Protection  of  Animals  had.  in  the 
year  1882,  prmted  and  circulated  some  10,000  copies 
of  a  pamphlet  protesting  against  the  gross  cruelty 
of  fishermen  m  neglecting  to  kill  their  fish  when 
caught  and  allowing  them  to  die  a  lingering  and 
pamful  death.  The  editor  of  the  Fischerei-Zeitung 
then  very  pertmently  pointed  out  that  it  would 
take  the  whole  crew  of  a  battleship  to  lull  every 
one  of  a  haul  of,  say,  20,000  herrings  before  they 
died  of  exposure  to  the  air. 

*  *  *  * 

The  fact  is  that  the  whole  world  is  full  of  cruelty 
m  one  form  or  another.  It  is  one  of  the  necessary 
conditions  of  the  struggle  for  existence.  Even  the 
vegetarian,  who  forswears  meat  diet  on  humani- 
tarian grounds,  can  never  be  quite  certain  that  his 
cook  has  not  inadvertently  boiled  a  live  snail  or  two 
with  his  cabbage. 


Oh,  those  Gulls! 

Mr.  Mc Bride  writes:— "I  should  like  to  cail 
your  attention  to  the  disgraceful  destruction  of 
dace  at  the  weir,  Teddington,  by  the  gulls.  The 
weir  is  now  ahve  with  dace  going  up  to  spawn,  and 
I  should  think  there  are  from  500  to  600  gulls  there. 
They  must  eat  as  many  as  1000  per  day  !  Cannot 
anything  be  done  to  stop  this  wanton  destruction  ? 
Even  a  boy  with  a  gun  and  some  blank  cartridges 
could  drive  them  away.  Perhaps  some  of  the 
London  clubs  might  find  a  way  to  put  it  before  the 

TAPS"  r 


"  Some  Perils  of  the  Deep." 

My  old  friend  "Wing"  has  been  reading  the 
note  from  the  Bulletin  Suisse  of  last  week  re  the 

above  subject,  and  breaks  into  verse  as  follows  :  

A  little  ship  was  on  the  sea. 

And  all  was  calm  and  bright ; 
It  sailed  along  so  pleasantly. 
And  nothing  was  in  sight. 
It  still  kept  on  this  sailing  tack 

A  fortnight  and  a  day. 
And  when  this  period  closed,  alack  ! 
It  still  sailed  on  its  way. 

"Alack"  I  say  because  it  met 

A  saw-fish  on  the  lee, 
Which  sawed  and  sawed  quantum  libct 

And  sunk  it  in  the  sea. 

But  hold!  the  tale  is  not  told  yet, 

Altho'  there's  little  more. 
The  saw-fish,  with  strict  etiquette. 
Saw  the  crew  back  to  the  shore. 
*  *  *  * 

On  this  occasion  the  crew  were  accompanied,  but 
I  remember  an  instance  of  a  shipwrecked  crew  who, 
after  being  "  buffeted  "  without  provisions  for 
nearly  a  week,  discovered  a  piece  of  Pears'  Soap 
in  one  of  the  lockers — with  which  they  washed 
themselves  ashore ! 


Mr.  W.  Ryan,  of  the  Briny  Anglers,  fishing  at 
Newhaven  on  March  15,  caught  a  plaice  of  2 Jib. 
and  a  codling  of  1-Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Ebden,  in  the  same 
boat,  captured  twenty-five  dabs  ;  and  Mr.  Hook 
"  hooked  "  one  plaice,  lib.,  and  six  smaller  ones. 
Dick  Payne  was  the  pilot.  Not  bad  for  this  time 
of  year. 


The  angler  may  forget  his  lines,  but  the  amateur 
poet  never. 


"  I  don't  see  what  fun  it  can  be  for  you  to  go 
on  these  fishing  expeditions  with  your  husband," 
said  her  best  friend.  "  That's  because  you  don't  know 
anything  about  fishing,"  she  replied.  "  Do  you  1  " 
"  Oh,  yes,  indeed.  I  can  sit  in  the  f=tern  of  the 
boat  and  give  advice  with  the  best  of  them ;  and 
when  a  fish  gets  away,  there's  no  one  can  beat  me 
tilling  how  it  ought  to  have  been  landed."  "I 
shouldn't  think  that  would  be  much  fun."  "  That's 
because  you  don't  know  how  angry  it  makes  my 
husband." 


A  Hint  to  Writers. 

"  At  last,"  said  the  ambitious  young  ''novelist, 
"  I  have  written  something  that  I  think  will  be 
accepted  by  the  first  magazine  it  is  sent  to." 
"What  is  it  ?  "  his  friend  asked.  "  A  cheque  for  a 
year's  subscription." — Chicago  Record  Herald. 


Thbbe  are  ten  rivers  in  this  country  called  Avon. 


The  Close  Season  for  Coarse  Fish. 

Mb.  William  Howlett,  in  his  angling  notes  to 
the  Sporting  Times  of  March  14,  says: — "Another 
angling  season  hag  this  week  been  brought  to  a 
close.  According  to  the  recognised  date  of  the 
Mundella  Act,  March  14  is  the  last  day  anglors  can 
fish  for  roach,  dace,  and  other  coarse  fish,  except 
trout.  I  am  speaking  of  those  counties  where  there 
is  a  Fishery  Board,  and  to  which  the  Act  applies. 
There  are  many  districts  where  there  is  no  Fishery 
Board,  and  to  these  the  Act  does  not  apply  unless 
there  is  an  angling  society,  whose  bye-laws  are 
framed  from  the  Act  of  Parliament. 

*  *  *  * 

"I  have  always  considered  the  Mundella  Act  an 
incomplete  one,  and  I  ain  still  of  that  opinion.  For 
instance,  it  is  only  a  partial  Act,  and  in  those  coun- 
ties where  no  Fishery  Board  or  angling  society 
exists  there  is  no  close  time  for  fish,  and  many 
so-called  fishermen  take  advantage  of  it,  and  fish 
■  re  taken  by  them  at  all  times,  whether  in  the 
spawning  season  or  not,  and  by  this  means  many 
thousands  of  coarse  fish  are  taken  when  they  are 
in  a  sickly  condition,  not  fit  for  food,  and  certainly 
can  give  but  very  little  sport  to  the  anglers.  Not 
only  this,  but  when  fish  are  taken  in  this  condition 
countless  millions  of  eggs,  or  ova,  are  destroyed, 
and  this  in  a  great  measure  accounts  for  the 
depopulation  of  many  of  our  rivers  and  waters, 
especially  as  the  army  of  anglers  increases  by 
thousands  each  year. 

*  *  *  » 

"  I  contend  the  Act  ought  to  have  been  made 
general,  the  same  as  the  Game  Laws.  It  would  then 
be  duly  recognised.  If  the  Game  Laws  were  framed 
on  the  same  footing  as  the  Fresh  Water  Fisheries 
Act,  people  could  shoot  partridges  or  pheasants  in 
or  out  of  season — there  would  be  no  protection  for 
them  in  some  counties ;  but  there  is  the  Act 
properly  made  and  framed,  and  people  readily  con- 
form to  it  because  it  is  the  law.  Anglers  would  do 
the  same  if  an  Act  of  Parliament  compelled  them 
to,  and  a  definite  close,  or  breeding,  time  were  fixed 
to  extend  throughout  the  whole  kingdom." 


Coarse,  but  "Fly." 

Parson  :  "  Do  you  know  where  little  boys  who 
fish  on  Sunday  go  to  ?  "  Boy :  "  Yes,  but  I  ain't 
going  to  tell  yer.   Go  an'  bait  a  place  for  j'erself !  " 


More  Duprey  Limericks. 

There  were  two  old  men  on  the  Exe, 
Who  waded  in  up  to  their  necks ; 

When  the  bankers  them  spied 

They  swore  out  and  cried, 
"You  are  contravening  the  lex." 

A  novice  who  fished  in  Dovedale 
Hooked  a  trout  by  the  end  of  its  tail; 

When  they  said,  "Does  it  pull?" 

He  replied,  "  Like  a  bull — 
I  believe  I  am  into  a  whale  !  " 


Minister:  "  Ah,  John,  John!  I  feel  the  smell 
of  whisky  in  your  breath  again.  Now,  John,  I'm 
sure  you  never  feel  that  smell  in  mine."  John  : 
"  That's  true,  minister ;  what  dae  you  dae  for't  ?  " 


Angling  in  the  Fatherland. 

"  In  spite  of  all  temptations  to  belong  to  other 
nations,"  I  remain  an  Englishman.  But  even  were 
I  to  yield  to  the  temptation  of  becoming  a  G«rman 
I  don't  think  I  should  use  the  departmental  districts 
of  either  Stettin  or  Stralsund  as  a  residence. 
According  to  the  Deutsche  Angler- Zeitung,  anglers 
in  these  two  districts  have  a  particularly  bad  time. 
The  administrative  authorities,  anxious  to  encourage 
the  existence  of  professional  fishermen,  whom  they 
regard  as  probable  recruits  for  the  grouing  German 
navy,  throw  every  possible  difficulty  in  the  way  of 
the  amateur  angler.  In  Stralsund  hand-lines  only  "are 
permitted,  while  in  Stettin  float-fishing  is  the  sole 
method  recognised.  The  float  may,  it  is  true,  be 
weighted  sufficiently  to  make  it  sink  ;  but  the  fishing 
permit  expressly  limits  the  angler  to  a  single  hook 
on  his  Une.  Consequently,  those  who  desire  to  tempt 
fortune  with  more  than  one  have  to  take  out  as 
many  as  two,  three,  or  four  permits,  at  a  cost  of  one 
mark  each.  Spinning  is  forbidden,  being  regarded 
as  a  form  of  '^caching. 


Knew  His  Business. 

Patient  :  •'  Doctor,  do  you  think  that  people  are 
occasionally  buried  alive  ?  "  Doctor  (reassuringly) : 
"It  never  happens  to  my  patients."— CatAo^Vc 
Tribune.  DRAaNET. 
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ilofcs  from  i^e  ilorf^. 


Anglers  are  again  at  the  riverside  in  full  force, 
but  the  amount  of  sport  agoing  is  by  no  means 
satisfactory.  There  is  really  a  serious  slump  in  our 
year's  salmon  supplies. 

By  the  way,  small  salmon  are  a  characteristic  of 
the  present  season  on  the  Dee  and  Spey,  and  several 
have  been  got  under  five  poimds.  It  is  a  mistake 
to  dub  them  grilse,  however,  as  some  reporters  do. 

The  rivers  are  now  in  first-rate  size,  the  recent  fill 
having  given  them  the  much-needed  clean  out,  and 
brought  up  a  few,  but  very  few,  fresh  fish,  and  moved 
the  others  into  fresh  pools  and  attractions  new. 


The  Aberdeen  Trout  Anglers'  Association,  Mr. 
W.  B.  Meff  kindly  informs  me,  have  secured  the 
Balbithans  again  on  the  Don,  and  he  and  several 
others  had  their  first  day  on  it  on  Saturday. 


Mr.  Rae,  Blairs  College,  had  a  9i-pounder  on  the 
Dee  on  March  12,  broke  with  another,  and  had  also 
to  do  with  several  kelts,  all  within  a  couple  of  hours 
in  the  afternoon. 


The  Ythan  is  yielding  magnificent  baskets  of 
finnock  and  sea-trout.  Mr.  J.  B.  Clyne  had  sixteen 
on  Saturday,  several  up  to  21b.  each,  on  the  Ellon 
Castle  waters,  which  can  be  fished  for  Ss.  a  day. 


Inspector  A.  Coutts,  of  the  North  Esk  Fishery 
Board  (late  of  Skibo  Castle),  has  been  doing  some 
excellent  work  since  he  went  south  in  regulating  the 
fisheries  and  stamping  out  the  poachers  and  pot- 
hunters. A  hatchery  would  complete  his  sum  of 
happiness. 


The  North  Esk  at  Montrosa  is  an  excellent  finnock 
water,  and  let  off  by  daily  ticket  at  2s.  6d.  and  6s., 
according  to  the  value  of  the  beat.  Very  few 
salmon  have  been  got  in  the  South  Esk,  and  none 
as  yet  in  the  North  water. 

The  pike  in  Lord  Bute's  Quein  Loch  at  Bute  are 
to  be  exterminated,  and  the  loch  planted  with  trout. 
Gamekeepers  and  Mr.  Saunders,  Edinburgh,  a  fishery 
expert,  were  busy  with  dynamite  last  week,  but 
the  total  bag  was  a  poor  one. 


The  best  flies  are  the  Hare's  Lug,  March  Brown, 
Greenwell's  Glory,  Cinnamon  and  Silver,  Dunkeld, 
with  a  tube  or  small  Devon  for  finnock  on  Nos.  8 
and  9  doubles,  and  the  same  for  brownies  but 
Nos.  9  and  10.  Special  Scotch. 


LEE  FISHEEY  CONSERVATOES. 


The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Lee  Fishery  Con- 
servators was  held  recently  in  the  committee  room. 
Com  Exchange.  The  Earl  of  Bandon  (chairman) 
presided.  There  were  also  present — Alderman  H. 
Dale,  Messrs.  E.  Cahill,  S.  Haynes,  R.  C.  Williams, 
Eben  Pike,  and  H.  A.  Austen. 

Mr.  E.  J.  Brennan,  secretary  and  inspector,  re- 
ported that  since  his  last  report  three  men  had 
been  prosecuted  at  the  police  offies  for  having  a 
drift-net  in  their  boat,  contrary  to  the  law.  They 
were  each  fined  £5.  On  March  13  another  man 
was  prosecuted  for  net  fishing  during  the  weekly 
close  season.  The  case  was  heard  before  Mr.  Starkie, 
R.M.,  and  Sir  Edward  Fitzgerald,  and  was  adjourned, 
as  the  magistrates  were  equally  divided.  During 
the  month  seven  drift-nets  were  seized  by  the 
bailiffs  in  the  river  between  Carrigaloe  and  the 
South  Jetties.  Three  were  seized  by  the  police  in 
the  same  place,  and  two  near  the  Ballincollig  weir. 

Alderman  Dale  said  that  since  last  meeting  Mr. 
Austen,  Mr.  Haynes,  and  himself  had  an  interview 
in  Cork  with  Mr.  Green  and  Mr.  Holt,  inspectors  of 
fisheries,  who  assured  them  that  they  were  anxious 
to  do  everything  they  could  to  assist  the  conserva- 
tors in  the  work  of  preservation.  It  was  intimated 
that  a  subscription  would  be  given  in  proportion  to 
local  contributions,  and  as  the  matter  in  this  respect 
was  one  in  which  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
was  concerned,  it  was  arranged  that  they  should 
communicate  with  them.  They  had  also  a  talk 
about  the  Inchigeela  Lakes,  which  it  was  proposed 
to  stock  with  trout,  and  to  thin  out  the  pike,  which 
were  at  present  in  considerable  numbers  in  them. 
He  thought  it  would  be  as  well  to  leave  these 
matters  in  the  hands  of  the  committee  which  they 
had  recently  appointed.    This  was  agreed  to. 

A  short  discussion  took  place  with  regard  to  the 
proposed  erection  of  a  wall  at  the  Powder  MUla 
Weir,  Ballincollig,  and  it  was  agreed  to  again  com- 
municate with  Mes-rs.  Curtis  and  Harvey  with  the 
view  of  obtaining  their  permission  for  the  work. 
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Xettets  to  the  Ebitoi\ 

i.We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.^ 


MR.  KELSON  TRACING  THE  HISTORY  OF 
FLIES,  AND  R.  B.  M.'S  COMMENTS. 

Dear  Sib, — You  commenced  this  controversy  by 
making  totally  unfounded  charges  against  me.  You 
made  them  in  an  offensive  manner,  and  without  a 
scrap  of  evidence  to  support  them.  As  fast  as  I 
knocjied  down  one  of  your  assertions,  you  start  a 
score  more — like  the  Hydra  which  grew  two  new 
necks  for  every  one  that  Hercules  severed.  You  are 
as  incapable  of  finding  out  that  your  arguments 
have  received  a  trenchant  blow  as  the  man  was 
who,  having  been  skilfully  beheaded,  complained 
of  the  dilatoriness  of  the  headsman,  and  was  only 
convinced  of  his  decapitation  by  taking  a  pinch  of 
snuff,  when  he  sneezed  and  his  head  fell  off  !  Life  was 
given  us  for  other  purposes  than  endeavouring  to 
cut  blocks  with  a  razor,  and  I  am  advertising  this  as 
my  last  appearance  on  yoiir  stage. 

I  would  remind  you  that  my  book,  "The  Salmon 
Fly,"  is  recognised  as  the  authority  on  this  subject. 
You,  yourself,  describe  me  in  your  issue  of  Dec.  21, 
1907,  as  "  the  most  famous  maker  and  inventor  of 
salmon  flies  ^that  this  world  has  ever  seen  or  heard 
of." 

This  is  indeed  high  praise — higher  than  perhaps 
I  am  entitled  to ;  but  it  is  your  own.  "  Tu  I'as 
voulu,  Georges  Dandin "  ;  and  it  contrasts  very 
curiously  with  such  vitrioUc  remarks  as,  "  In  other 
matters"  (Jan.  4,  1908)  "Mr.  Kelson's  claims  will 
not  bear  investigation."  Are  there  two  Kelsons, 
one  plain  (very  !)  and  the  other  coloured  (2d.  extra)  ? 
And  is  the  first  Kelson  the  one  who  is  in  controversy 
with  you,  and  the  other  the  contributor  to  your 
columns  ? 

Really,  Sir,  you  are  like  the  man  who  blew  hot 
and  cold  with  the  same  mouth — you  can't  have  it 
both  ways.  "  Under  which^king,  Bezonian  ?  Speak 
or  die." 

The  statements  of  mine  which  you  have  disputed 
are  so  notoriously  true  that  I  cannot  imagine  any- 
one outside  Bedlam  opposing  them.  Just  to  show 
any  late  reader  what  1  have  had  to  fight  against  we 
will  take  the  case  concerning  the  Limerick  hook. 
Here  is  a  brief  outline  of  the  essential  facts.  I  had 
claimed  to  have  improved  this  hook.  You,  on 
March  28, 1896,  published  these  words,  "  Did  you,  by 
Jove  !  Then  you  ought  to  have  it  engraved  on  your 
tombstone." 

Surely,  Sir,  you  could  not  have  had  the  faintest 
glimmering  of  a  suspicion  that  this  hook  of  mine, 
the  so-called  Kelson  hook  nowadays,  was  known 
and  used  by  scores  of  people  at  that  very  time. 
Listen  to  this  : — 

In  1895  Mr.  E.  Prosser  wrote: — "I  get  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  more  fish  with  your  new  Limerick 
hook  than  with  the  old  one." 

In  1896  Mr.  Haslam  wrote: — "Your  four  best 
are — the  rod,  the  hook,  the  Little  Inky  Boy,  and 
book." 

I  daresay  there  are  fifty  such  letters  in  my 
possession.  I  took  two  or  three  from  the  packet 
this  morning,  and  one  reminds  me  to  refer  to-day 
to  another  matter. 

In  1906  General  Heriot  wrote  to  this  effect  (I 
sent  his  letter  to  you  from  Vanner,  and  should  like 
it  returned) : — "  The  fish  were  taking  badly  below 
me,  and  some  got  away.  I  began  well  with  a 
27-pounder  on  Inky  Boy,  and  did  not  lose  a 
fish.  .  .  .  This  is  a  wonderful  hook  of  yovirs,  and 
Inky  is  the  best  fly  I  ever  had." 

Now,  with  reference  to  Mr.  Francis  Francis  work- 
ing at  my  fly -bench  under  my  supervision,  you  said 
(April  4,  1896): — "Certain  it  is  that  this  ^^is  an 
untrue  statement." 

This  remark  of  yours  is  infamous.  My  old  and 
valued  friend  Francis  studied  under  my  direction, 
with  other  living  gentlemen,  on  numerous  occasions. 
He  generally  came  to  my  house  to  work,  but  I  went 
to  his  with  Randal  Roberts  and  Edward  Oelrichs 
for  the  same  express  purpose,  and  bis  invariable 
and  cheery  "  Thank-you-mate  "  after  each  course 
of  study  is  graven  on  my  memory. 

The  fruitlessness  of  a  controversy  where  I  say 
"It  is  so"  and  give  proof,  and  you  say  "It  isn't 
so  "  and  completely  ignore  all  the  proof  I  give  from 
first  to  last,  must  be  patent  to  everybody.  All  we 
do  is  to  spoil  so  much  good  honest  paper. 

"  StuUum  est  perituras  parcere  chartce  "  is  not  my 
motto — it  may  be  yours.  Farewell. 

Geo.  M.  Kjilson. 

[These  Latin  and  French  tags  of  Kelson's  are 
rich,  especially  the  last.  I  am  having  an  illustration 
made  to  show  him  he  is  wrong,  and  I  hope  that  will 
close  this  chapter  in  the  history  of  the  salmon 
fly.— Ed.] 
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RESTOCKINGILOCH  RAN':N^0CH  WITH 
TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — Loch  Rannoch  is  now  being  stocked 
with  splendid  trout,  and  something  like  £1000  is 
being  spent  on  the  arrangement. 

The  hatchery  was  only  built  last  summer,  and  is 
still  barely  completed ;  it  is  constructed  according 
to  latest  ideas,  and  fitted  with  every  appliance  to 
ensure  a  healthy  breed  of  vigorous  trout.  It  is  con- 
structed to  accommodate  1,500,000  ova.  Although, 
as  already  .stated,  the  hatchery  is  barely  completed, 
it  nevertheless  contains  over  200,000  ova,  partly 
Loch  Leven  and  partly  Scotch  fario.  Every  ovum 
at  present  in  the  hatchery  has  been  spawned  from 
the  very  best  procurable  trout,  and  are  all  on  the 
point  of  hatching,  and  more  than  usually  promising. 

In  connection  with  the  hatchery  are  a  number 
of  yearling  ponds,  where,  under  careful  manage- 
ment, the  fry  will  be  brought  to  the  year-old  stage 
before  being  Uberated  into  the  loch. 

The  hatchery  and  ponds  are  beautifully  situated 
on  a  piece  of  level  ground  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  from  the  side  of  the  loch,  and  is  backed  by  a 
lofty  hill  and  partly  surrounded  by  birch  trees,  for 
which  Rannoch  is  famous.  At  present  Loch 
Rannoch  is  rather  infested  with  pike,  and  in  co- 
operation with  the  work  of  restocking  the  loch 
with  trout,  a  vigorous  and  scientific  attack  is  being 
made  on  them;  so  that  it  is  hoped  that  ere  long 
Loch  Rannoch,  under  favourable  circumstances, 
will  be  classed  as  one  of  the  best  trouting  lochs  in 
Scotland. 

Mr.  John  Haig,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  hatchery, 
has  had  for  many  years  a  close  and  varied 
experience  in  rearing  both  trout  and  salmon,  and 
untU  lately  he  had  for  thirteen  years  the  manage- 
ment of  the  river,  lochs,  and  sea  salmon  fishings  in 
connection  with  the  River  Thurso,  together  with  a 
large  hatchery. — Yours  truly,    D.  C.  Macmtllan. 

l3unalastair  Hotel,  Kinloch  Rannoch. 

[This  speaks  well  for  the  future  of  Loch  Rannoch 
and  Mr.  Macmillan's  management.] 


ON  THE  NETTING  OF  FISH. 

Dear  Sm, — Many  subjects  are  dealt  with  in  your 
valuable  paper,  but  I  never  see  anything  on  the 
subject  of  netting  fish  to  transfer  from  one  place  to 
another  for  stocking  purposes.  Will  some  expert 
kindly  say  in  an  early  issue  what  is  the  proper 
way  to  use  a  trammel  net  for  netting,  say,  a  canal 
basin  ?  Our  net  is  forty  feet  long,  with  two  un- 
trammelled driving  wings,  the  trammelled  portion 
in  centre  being  about  thirty  feet.  It  is  properly 
corked  on  the  top  and  leaded  on  bottom. 

The  main  point  upon  which  information  is  desired 
is  the  process  at  landing  point.  Suppose  all  the 
corks  are  brought  in  except  a  few,  what  is  done  re 
the  leads  ?  Are  they  to  be  brought  in  right  off  the 
bottom,  and  so  make  a  big  purse  or  bag,  or  are 
they  left  to  drag  whilst  the  whole  net  and  fish  are 
lifted  on  to  the  bank,  and  simply  trust  to  the 
pockets  '  caused  by  the  trammel  to  hold  the  fish  ? 
We  do  the  latter,  and  I  am  not  satisfied  we  do  not 
lose  a  lot  of  fish. — Yours  truly,  NETrmo. 

Derby. 

We  sent  the  above  letter  to  Mr.  Aquilla  Han- 
cock, the  official  honorary  netsman  to  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society,  who  kindly  replies  as 
follows  : — 

"  In  reply  to  '  Netting,'  Derbj%  as  to  the  right  way 
to  use  a  '  trammel  net.'  Assuming  the  one  he  has  is 
a  double-nail  trammel  net  (which  is  large  mesh 
nets  on  either  side  of  a  small  mesh  net,  the  outer 
large  nets  are  walls,  the  small  mesh  is  pocketing  or 
linnet),  these  nets  are  not  made  for  dragging  pur- 
poses— the  express  work  for  which  they  are  intended 
are  waters  that  are  staked  or  overgrown  with  weeds ; 
the  net  should  be  set  down  and  the  fish  worked  up 
to  it  to  the  one  side  ;  the  fish  so  driven  pocket  by 
carrying  the  small  mesh  netting  through  the  wall  on 
opposite  side,  then  a  hke  drive  is  made  on  the  other 
side,  the  fish  diiven  striking  side  No.  2,  also 
pocketing,  then  the  net  is  lifted  straight  up  into  a 
boat  or  punt — this  obviates  the  net  gstting  hung 
foul  on  any  stakes  ;  if  weeds  are  the  obstacles,  path- 
ways are  usually  cut  about  four  feet  wide,  and  the 
net  laid  in  these. 

' '  In  this  particular  instance  he  has  a  double-walled 
trammel,  with  a  drag-net  wing  on  each  end.  This 
combination  makes  a  poor  tool  to  work  with,  and 
his  trammel-net  would  be  infinitely  better  if  it  was 
single-walled  instead  of  double ;  then  he  could  use 
it  as  a  trammel  driving  net  (by  placing  the 
small-mesh  side  for  fish  to  strike)  in  places  where 
he  has  to  drop  the  net  straight  down  and  pick  it  up 
as  a  trammel.  Then,  as  he  says,  in  a  canal  basin  or 
pool,  where  few  obstacles  were  met  with,  he  would 
use  it  as  a  drag-net,  with  the  single  wall  nearest  the 
bank.  This  would  allow  the  pocketing  to  hang  back, 
and,  being  twice  as  deep  as  the  wall,  it  would  be  the 
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March  21,  1908 


Thk  Only 

Effective 

INSECT 
REPELLER 

which    Is    NOT  GREASY, 
^       NON-POISONOUS,  PERFECTLY 
HARMLESS,    EASILY  APPLIED, 
and  pleasant  and  refreshing  to  use. 

Prepared  by 

FRANK  A.  ROGERS,  327,  Oxford  St.,  W. 

TROUT  FISHING 

A  vacancTfora  rod 

on  the  Bradbourne  Stretch  of  the  River 
Dareiith.  Heavily  stocked  with  Fario. 
Four  railway  stations  easy  walking  dis- 
tance of  water. — Particulars  apply, 
Heebeet  H.  Simmons,  Green  Trees, 
 Nr.  Tonbridge. 

HONDDU  FISHING  CLUB. 

There  are  Two  Vacancies 

in  this  Club  of  Ten  Members,  renting  3i 
miles  of  Honddu,  a  tributary  of  the 
Monnow.  Stations,  Pandy  or  Llanvi- 
hangel,  G.W.E.— Full  particulars  from 
W.  H.  Tbeatt,  27,  Gordon  Road,  Cardiff. 

LOUGH  MELYIN,  IRELAND. 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

Furnished  House  to  Let 

at  Garrison,  the  well-known  fishing  centre, 
Three  sitting  rooms,  eight  bedrooms,  servants' 
rooms,  w.c,  stabling,  &c.  Plate,  linen,  and 
attendance  it  required.— Apply,  P.  Timonet 
Garrison,  Belleek,  Co.  Fermanagh. 

SOUTH  r>EYON. 

Apartments  to  Let. 

One  minute  from  River  Dart.  Three 
miles  Private  Fishing.  Good  for  Salmon 
and  Trout.  —  Apply,  Mrs.  Nichols, 
Furzeleigh,  Buckfastleigh. 

The  Largest  Trout  Breeding  Establishment 
in  Germany 

(500  hectares  of  drainable  ponds,  water  of  100  h.p. 
flows  through  the  establishment),  offers  at  a  very 
moderate  price 

BEST  RED  SPAWN  OF  RIVER  AND 
RAINBOW  TROUT 

from  naturally  kept  parent  fish.    Sent  against 
cash  on  delivery.— F.  and  H.  Zibmsen,  Viereg- 
genhof  bei  Wismar  in  Meckl.,  Germany. 

CiTY  OF  LONDON 

Piscatorial  Society. 

President  :—Mt.  h'.  B.  MILD  MAY,  M.P. 
Meeting  at  7.30  p.m.,  Tuesday  in  each  week,  at 
Mason's  Hall  Tavern,  Coleman  Street,  B.C. 
FISHING  WATERS.  —  Colne,  Wraysbury 
(S.W.R.)  and  Blackwater,  &c.  ;  Bishop's  Wick- 
ham  and  Langford  (G.E.R.)  near  Maldon,  Essex. 
Membership  confers  all  customary  advantages 
of  a  high-class  Angling  Society,  including  access 
to  a  good  library.  Applications  to  Honorary 
Secretary,  as  above. 


[TONGUE  HOTEL 

SUTHERLAND. 

Under  New  Management  from  28th  May,  1908. 
TO  BE  PRACTICALLY  REFURNISHED, 

Beautifully  situated  on  the  north  coast 
of  Sutherland,  in  one  of  the  best  districts 
of  that  famous  Fishing  County,  and 
amidst  some  of  the  finest  scenery  in  the 
Highlands.  Excellent  Brown  Trout,  Sea 
Trout,  and  Salmon  Fishing.  Posting  and 
Motor  Hiring.  Route:  Rail  to  Lairg 
thence  by  Motor  Car. 

JOHN  MACKENZIE. 

Address  till  2Sth  May.  R.iihvay  Hotel,  Tain  ■ 
thereafter,  Tousue  Hotel,  Sutherland. 


LIVERPOOL 

Ang'ling^  Assoeiation. 

(Founded  1878). 


Cast  your  Eye  on  this! 


EXMOOR. 

GOOD  TROUT  FISHING 

ON  BARLE. 

Also  Private  Fishing  free  to  Visitors 
staying  at  this  Hotel.  Good  accommo- 
dation. Terms  moderate.  Good  Posting 
and  Stabling.— Apply  to  T.  Elwoethy, 

[TEMPERANCE  HOTEL, 

tSimonsbath.  nr.  South  Molton 


BRIMPTON  FISHERY 

Mm.  HEAOIMa. 

I  am  now  booking  orders  for  Brovra 
and  Rainbow  Trout,  of  all  sizes.  My 
large  Fish  are  reared  in  a  screened 
stream,  and  feed  on  my  floating  fish 
food,  thus  producing  wild  and  free-rising 
fish.    Write  for  List — 

P.  GASCOIGNE  FREEMAN. 


IRIGMADEN  FISHERY 

KIRKBY  LONSDALE. 

FOR  SALE 

YEARLING,  2.YEAR-OLD,  and  Older 

iRAtNBOW  TROUT. 

For  Prices  apply—.!.  K.  ROBINSON,  Rigmaden 
Estate  OIBce,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 


PROUT'S 


Diploma 
Fisheries 
Exhibition, 
1883. 


Will  WATERPROOF,  SOFTEN,  and  PRESERVE 

FISHING,  SHOOTING,  and  GOLFING 
HVO I  h.  rendering  them  impervious  to  the  wet.preventine 
cold  and  damp  feet :  also  HARNESS,  HOSE,  ie. 
CAMDI  cc   '^"^  Medal  Cape  Toum.  1906,  andJ\faval  and 
OHiYirLCO  Fisheries  Ex..  1905. 

PER  POST.  Of  Bootmakers,  stores,  4c. 

Id.  to  1/6  PER  BOX 

25,  Beak  Street,  W 


ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY 

Patron  :  HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING. 
President— H.R.H.  The  DuKe  of  Connaught,  K.G 

Thiety-Seventh  Season,  1907-1908. 

ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 

Thursday  Evening,  2nd  April,  1908 

AT  8  O'CLOCK, 

MASS  IN  B  MINOR 

BACH 

(First  time  of  performance  by  this  Society). 
Miss  GLEESON-WHITE,   Miss  MARIA  YELLAN. 
Mr.  LLOYDiCHANDOS.  Mr.iFREDERICK  RANALOW 

BAND  AND  CHORUS,  ONE  THOUSAND. 
Organist— Mr.  H.  L.  Balfour,  Mus.B. 
Conductor— Slv  FREDERICK  BRIDGE,  M.V.O 

Doors  open  at  7  ;  commence  at  8  o'clock. 
Stalls,  7s. 6d.;  Arena, 6s. ;  Balcony,  Reserved,  5s 
Unreserved,  is.  ;  Boxes  from  £1  lis.  6d.  to  £3  3s. 
Galleiy  (Promenade),  One  Shilling.   Tickets  may 
be  had  of  the  usual  Agents,  and  at  the  Royal 
Albert  Hall. 


LONDON  THEATRES. 


DUBBIN 


ANGLING 

on  THE  RIVERS 
BURB  LEA  STORT 

CAM  NENE  STOUR 

CHELHER  ORWELIi  WAVENEY 
CROUCH  OUSE  WELLAND 

SEA  FISHING 

on  the 
EAST  COAST, 

CHEAP  WEEK-END  TICKETS  ARE 
ISSUED  EVERY  SATURDAY 

to  Stations  serving  the  above  and  other 

Fishing  Resorts. 
For  full  particulars  write  to  the  Superin- 
tendent of  tie  Line,  Liverwjol  St.  Station, 
London,  £,C. 


IIAYMARKET  THE  ATRE— Every  Evening 
•lA  at  9.0,  HER  FATHER.  Mr.  Arthur  Boul- 
chier;  Messrs.  Cyril  Keightley,  Marsh  Allen, 
C.  L.  Lane,  E.  W.  Tarver,  E.  B.  Payne  ;  Miss 
Henrietta  Watson.  Mesdames  Ethel  Matthews 
G.  Baird,  N.  Moore,  M.  Aldridge,  and  Miss 
Mane  Lohr.  At  8.30,  iPRIDE  OF  REGI- 
MENT. Matinee  every  Wednesday  and 
Saturday  at  2 . 30. 


rjALY'S  THEATRE.—Every  Evening  at  8.16 
\Lf    THE  MERRY  WIDOW.    Messrs  Robert 
Evett   W.  H.  Berry,  Lennox  Pawle,  Gordon 
Cleather,  Fred  Kaye,  V.  O'Connor,  R.  Roberts, 
and  .Joseph  Coyne  and  George  Graves :  Misses 
Elizabeth   Firth,   GabrieUe  Ray,   G.  Lester 
I  Desmond,  Glyn,  Welch,  Dombey,  Irving,  Le 
I  Grand.  Webster.  Munro,  and  M  i    Lily  Elsie. 
OX.  JAMES'S  THEATRE,  King  Street,  Pall 
.nrr  ^all.— Evcry  Evening,  at  8.40  sharp,  THE 
I IHIEF.    Mr.  George  Alexander  and  Miss  Irene 
I  Vanbrugh.    Mr.  Sydney  Valentine,  Mr.  B.  Lyall 
Swete,  Mr.  Reginald  Owen.  

t(-INGSWAY  THEATRE,  Great  Queen  Street 
—Lessee  and  Manager,  Miss  Lena  Ashwell 
All  seats  may  be  booked.  Every  Evening  at  9  0 
DIANA  OF  DOBSON'S.  By  Cicely  Hamilton 
Matinee  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  3.0 
Miss  Lena  Ashwell.  At  8.15,  THE  BISHOP'S 
CANDLESTICK.S.  By  Norman  McKinnel 


On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES, 
for  9d,,  3  doz.  for  2S,,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  12  doz,  for  6s, 

^  ^  .THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 

TROUT  &  COARSE  FISHING,  world  wide  reputation 

for  magniflcence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powers 

—having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle, 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
 cation. 

WH  ITE~BROTH  E  RS, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 
OMAGH.  IRELAND, 


Heailqunrters :  OE  SIT.VA'S  HOTBL,\ 
Queen  Square  and  St.  J^ohn's  Lane. 


For  Particulars  of  Membership,  apply— 
  HY.  L.  GOLDSMITH,  62,  Dale  Street. 


THE  I>EVERON,| 

A  BERDEENSHIRE. 

NOTED  TROUT  FISHERY  TO  LET 

For  June  and  July,  together  with 
COMFORTABLE  HOUSE,  2  public, 
4  bedrooms  (6  beds),  bathroom,  hot  and 
cold  circulation.  Every  necessary  sup- 
plied and  two  maids  to  attend.  Very 
moderate  rent.— Apply  John  Stuaet, 
Solicitor,  Huntly,  N.B. 


JPOR  SALE. 


11  ft.  steel  Centre  Cane-built  Rod, 

two  tops,  landing  net  hxudle,  top  case, 
cork  handle,  lock  joiuos,  snake  rings. 
Price  £3. 

16  ft.  Alnwick  Greenheart  Rod,  two 

SALMON  ANGLINgI  'Z\^t.''^'^l'M:^' 

10  ft.  6  in.  Roaeh  Rod,  two  tops, 

balanced  cedar  handle,  snake  rinas 
Price  10/6.  ' 
Excellent  condition,  all  Hardy  Bros.'  own 
make.  Write  to  0.  Hughes,  13,  Park 
Hill  Gardens,  Clapham  Park,  S.W. 


GALWAY. 

Prospectus  and  Rules  for  1908  on 
application.  Catch  last  Season,  737, 
Season  Rods,  February- Septem- 
ber inclusive,  60  Guineas.  Pro-rata 
deduction  for  lapsed  time.— Apply,  The 
Clerk,  Fishery  Office,  Galway. 


WHICHFORD  MILL, 

Shipston-on-Stour,  Warwickshire. 

)lil-fashioiie(l  Paniilu.us,.  Kliit,-(l  ITlll,  Bour.I  re,sid,.,u-e. 
30S,   wi-ekly.  ,  Tn.ut   FishiiiK.   2s.  6d.   .l;,ilv.  10s. 

'kly.    .Shootme.liOO  aciw.  Easy  diivi' tu  Shakesn 
I  oiintiy  an.l  ni.iny  more  places  i>f  iiitcrfst.  (irandl 
t;nery.    Railway  Station.  Hook  Norton,  via  Tianlmrv 

in  the  Mill  Stream,  nln^  al.niit  a  mil,,  al.ove  the  house 
and  over  a  mile  belou     Tti,-  u.iti  i  is  small.  Init,  theiv 

slm',;'^*?     "'I',-  ■       "'^  ^'      ■  'n"alliwed  on  | 

some  parts,  as  all  is  not  Miital.le  for  liy  fishing 

A])i)ly,  K.  E.  TOOK. 


FOR  SALE. 

Fourteen  Foot  Split  Cane 

SALMON  ROD 

In  perfect  order,  with  revolving  steel  rings  and 
Mdscrups  Patent  Keel  with  80  yards  salmon 
line,  in  good  condition.  Have  no  further  use 
for  the  above,  owner  being  unable  to  fish.— 
Apply  for  full  particuliirs,  F.  fi.  H.  Pdkvis, 
Devon  County  Asylum,  Exniinster,  near  Exeter! 
Devon. 


RAINBOW  TROUT  from  6  to  12  ins. 
TENCH  -   -   -   -   „    1  „  2 
PERCH  -   -   -   -   „   6  „  Sins. 
ROACH  -   -   -   -   „   6  „  9  „ 

THE  WELHAM  PARK  FISH\ 
HATCHERY,  LTD,, 

M ALTON,  YORKSHIRE. 


CLEOBURY  NORTH  FISHERY 

SHROPSHIRE. 

Proprietor— E.  S.  Hamilton-Russell, 
Brown,  Loch  Leven,  and  Rainbow  Trout, 
for  delivery  from  Ludlow  or  Bridgnorth 
Stations. 

Apply  J.  Mabtin,  The  Fishery,  Cleobury 
North,  Bridgnorth. 


FLY  ^RESSERS. 

JAMES  OGDEN,  Cheltenham, 

has  VACANCIES  for  Two  com- 
petent Trout  Fly  Dressers.  Constant 
employment  for  good  hands. 

H.  JOHNSON,  Gut  Merchant. 

Send  V-  for  3  SAMPLE  CASTS,  3  yards  each, 
tapered,  fine,  medium,  and  strong,  and  see 
Quality. 

BEST  SELECTED  DRAWN   GUT,  3,  4,  and  5x, 

13  in.,  2/6  ;  15  in,,  3/- ;  18  in.,  4/-  per  100. 
BEST  UNDRAWN  GUT,  2.x,  fine,  16  in..  2/6- 

18  in.,  3/- ;  20  in.,  3/6  per  100. 
GUT    CASTS,    FIRST    QUALITY,  1  yard,  1/4: 

2  yards,  2/6  ;  3  yards,  3/6  per  doz. 
BEST    SOLID    PLAITED    ROACH    LINES,  per 

100  yards,  1/6;  BARBEL,  2/-;  PIKE,  3/6. 
BEST    NOTTINGHAM    LOBS    AND    BAG,  3/4 

per  1,000.  THB  TRADE  SUPPLIED. 

155,  Waterway  Street,  Nottingham. 


L  7\ALM0NflSHIN(l 

Instruction 

^^^^H  cJ.cJ.HAROy  ' 

i^^lB    HOW  TO  BE  SUCCEiJFUI/ 

Post  free  \   HOW  TO  FL1E5  'l 

"O^^i'/E  THEM  / 


Or  JES3\rTI 

Supplied  all  the  year  round 

TRADE  ONLY. 

For  terms  apply— 

C.  BIRKBY  &  CO.. 

STEVENAGE,  HERTS. 


P 


CARETAKER. 

Advertiser  and  Wife 
SEEK  SITUATION, 

Age  32  years ;  both  strong  and  capable.  I 
Best  references.— " E.  L.,"  8,  MedianI 
Road,  Lower  Clapton,  N.B. 


THE  HALF-YEARLY  VOLUMES 

Olf  THE 

ISHING  GAZETTE! 

Can  be  obtained  from  the  Publishers. 
Prico  8s,  6cl. 


A  Soap  is  known  by  the 
company  it  keeps.  Pears* 
is  found  in  good  society 
everywhere. 

The  use  of  Pears*  Soap 
betokens  refinement. 

Scented,  or  not,  as  you  preLr. 
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same  shape  as  the  sail  of  a  boat  with  a  good  wind  ia 
it,  thereby  making  a  good  bag  for  the  fish  to  lay- 
back  in  ;  then  when  he  got  his  net  ashore  the  leads 
would  be  well  under  the  bank,  while  the  fish  would 
be  four  or  five  feet  away  in  the  small-mesh  netting, 
and  would  all  work  back  from  shore  and  come  out 
in  the  last  few  yards  of  netting,  with  the  exception 
of  those  that  were  gilled.  This  is  a  great  considera- 
tion, especially  in  places  where  the  net  has  to  be 
lifted  out  along  an  embankment  perhaps  six  feet 
deep  straight  down.  The  main  point  he  asks  about 
is  landing,  or  gra  sing,  the  net.  He  must  not,  on 
any  account,  lift  the  net  to  raise  the  leads  off  the 
ground,  if  used  as  a  drag-net.  True,  with  a  double- 
walled  trammel,  a  large  quantity  of  the  fish — 
especially  the  larger  ones — would  be  quite  safely 
pocketed  ;  but  saying  60  per  cent,  of  the  pockets 
have  good  fish  in  them,  it  is  certain  that 
the  smaller  fish  lying  in  the  pockets  on  top 
of  them  would  kick  and  jump,  out,  or  get 
knocked  out,  and  could  not  Again  make  pockets 
with  the  rest  of  the  small  mesh,  as  this  would  be 
already  used  and  pulled  taut  across  walls  by  the 
larger  fish.  He  nmst  haul  steadily  and  drag  the 
leads  out,  and  Lf  possible  choose  a  gradual  slope. 
He  would  then  scoop  the  small  ones  out  with 
the  net,  and  have  those  also,  instead  of  losing 
them  under  the  bottom  line.  Let  the  corks  drift 
Until  the  bottom  line  is  ashore,  then  lift  the 
last  five  or  six  yards  top  and  bottom  together. 
I  hope  this  ia  clear  to  him,  it  is  rather  a  diiiicult 
task  to  explain  the  way  to  use  various  nets  by 
letter.  Often  in  using  fishing  nets  it  is  necessary  to 
pull  on  either  the  top  line  or  bottom  line  for  a  few 
yards,  then  on  both,  the  great  point  is  to  keep  a 
net  balanced,  and  this  can  only  be  foimd  out  by 
practice.  Every  water  you  will  find  is  in  some 
points  different  than  the  last,  and  with  practical 
experience  one  finds  out  how  to  surmount  the 
di-fficulties  as  they  come  along  at  a  netting.  I  could 
send  him  a  photo  of  a  single-waU  trammel  net  that 
I  sometimes  use;  he  would  then  perhaps  better 
follow  what  I  say  about  that  kind  of  net.  It  is  one 
of  my  favourite  kinds,  and  when  well  made  is  very 
deadly,  especially  with  those  fish  that  dig  down  in 
the  mud,  and  pike,  which  will  often  go  over  the  top. 
I  always  make  up  my  own  tackle,  that  being  my 
trade,  making  and  using  all  kinds  of  bird,  rabbit, 
fishing,  and  sporting  nets. — Yours  truly, 

"  Queen's  Head  Hotel,  "  A.  Hancock. 

"  Twickenham." 


"THE  AMERICAN  OVERHEAD  CAST." 

Dear  Sib, — In  reference  to  your  "  Occasional 
Note"  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  14  on  the 
proposed  importation  of  American  short  casting-rods 
and  multiplying  reels  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
English  anglers  to  cultivate  the  American  system  of 
overhead  casting,  it  may  be  of  some  interest  to 
state  that  we  have  been  giving  this  very  subject 
our  most  careful  attention  for  the  last  twelve 
months  or  more.  After  much  careful  experiment 
and  numerous  practical  trials,  we  have  succeeded 
in  producing  what  we  believe  to  be  two  of  the  best 
short  casting  rods  obtainable — the  "  Slick  "  and  the 
"Gorst."  We  have  also  secured  the  patent  rights 
in  a  new  casting-reel  of  the  Nottingham  type, 
specially  designed  for  the  casting  of  very  light 
weights.  We  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  sending 
you  specimens  of  both  the  rods  and  the  reel  in  the 
course  of  the  next  few  weeks.  When  used  in  con- 
nection with  our  new  "  Spider  Web  "  line  they  will 
be  found  to  be  admirably  adapted  for  the  purpose 
of  casting  weights  of  half  an  ounce  and  under, 
either  overhead  or  by  any  other  method. — Yours 
truly,  W.  G.  Ashfobd 

(p.p.  H.  MlLWABD  AND  SONS,  LtD.). 

Washford  Mills,  Redditch. 


THE  WADING  IN  THE  WELSH  DEE  AT 
CARROG. 

Deab,  Sib, — ^The  Welsh  Dee  is  a  charming  river, 
and  I  know  it  well,  but  may  I  caution  anglers, 
especially  young  anglers,  going  to  Carrog,  etc.,  to 
be  very  careful  how  they  wade,  lest  they  should 
slip  over  a  ledge  into  a  deep  hole.  Hampered  with 
wading  stockings,  a  calamity  would  be  quite  possible, 
so,  especia.ly  when  there  is  any  colour  in  the  water, 
they  should  take  care.  In  clear  water  one  can  see 
possible  danger  ahead  pretty  well. 

There  are  grayling  here  as  well  as  trout,  but 
grayling  would  not  ha  in  season  at  Easter,  and,  of 
course,  samlets  are  barred.  This  district  is  lovely, 
just  as  "  Paterfamilias  "  describes  it. — Yours  truly,' 

W.  S.  BUDDICOM. 

[It  is  a  good  plan  when  wading  rivers  such  as  Mr 
Buddicom  describes  (and  there  a.  e  many  of  them) 
to  use  one  of  tha  landing-nets  with  long,  strong 
handle  like  a  boat-hook,  and  to  feel  the  way  with 


it  as  you  wade.  One  gets  absorbed  in  the  fishing, 
and  even  in  clear  water  it  is  easy  enough  to  slip  off 
a  ledge  two  feet  or  so  under  water  into  any  depth. 
The  Vyrnwy  has  the  additional  danger  that  grass 
grows  over  the  edges  of  holes  in  a  very  deceptive 
fashion. — Ed.] 

THE  FLY  AND  BAIT  CASTING  TOURNA- 
MENT ON  JULY  9  AND  10. 

Dear  Sib, — Might  I  suggest  the  early  publication 
of  the  particulars  of  the  competitions,  etc.  I  am 
not  likely  to  be  a  competitor — I  would  be  afraid  to 
try! — but  perhaps  many  like  myself  would  wish  to 
read  again  about  the  great  feats  performed  by  the 
champions  in  this  country. — Yours  truly, 

Scotsman. 

[Full  particulars  will  be  published  as  soon  as  we 
have  settled  the  arrangements. — Ed.] 


MAKING  LANDING-NETS. 

Dear  Sib, — I  should  be  very  much  obliged  if  Mr 
Meigh  would  answer  me  one  more  question  with 
regard  to  the  making  of  landing-nets.  He  says  that 
the  net  should  be  netted  round  and  round  without 
increase,  but  I  find  at  the  beginning  of  each  round 
a  large  loop  like  this  : — 


a. — The  Large  Loop. 

If  I  net  two  stitches  into  this  loop  it  makes  an 
increase  of  one  loop  in  each  round,  and  if  I  only 
net  one  loop  into  it  it  makes  a  large  hole  in  the  net. 
How  is  this  difficulty  got  over  ? — Yours  truly, 

Ignoeamus. 


DO  SALMON  FEED  IN  FRESH  WATER  ? 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  March  14,  Mr.  Alfred 
B.  George  details  his  experiences  recently  on  the 
Avon  in  catching  a  salmon  whilst  pike  fishing,  and 
I  can  bear  out  his  remarks.  On  March  4,  fishing  in 
a  river  not  one  hundred  miles  from  the  Avon,  I  had 
the  good  fortune  to  have  one  of  the  most  satisfac- 
tory days  I  have  ever  had — satisfactory,  that  is, 
not  so  much  in  the  weight  and  number  of  the  fish 
as  in  the  entirely  unexpected  results.  To  begin 
with,  I  started  operations  by  spinning  with  a  large 
pike  spoon.  Second  cast,  I  was  fast  in  a  clean-run 
salmon  of  111b.,  which  I  landed,  vastly  surprised. 
Remember,  I  was  pike  fishing.  Then  for  an  hour  I 
took  nothing  further,  using  a  dace  now  on  Abbey 
Mills  spinner,  except  two  pike  of  61b.  and  61b.  Then 
the  next  event,  in  the  shape  of  a  beautilul  pike  of 
IT^lb.,  which  was  thankfully  received.  Immediately 
following  this,  also  on  the  dace  spinning,  three  per- 
fectly-mended spawned  salmon  of  161b.,  171b.,  and 
201b.  weight.  I  also  lost  two  more.  Then  a  "  fine  " 
pike  of  21b.,  followed  by  a  pair,  S^b.  and  81b. 
Hereon  ensued  a  pause  for  an  hour  or  so,  broken  by 
the  sudden  strike  of  another  salmon — 181b.  this 
time.  Then  two  more  pike  of  about  5lb.  each,  fol- 
lowed by  another  pause.  With  half  an  hour  to  go, 
and  baits  getting  scarce,  a  chance  cast  in  a  reed- 
fringed  hole  in  a  backwater  produced  another  fine 
pike,  ISJlb.  The  day  had  still  something  in  store, 
for  by  the  old  bridge — in  the  eddies  caused  by  its 
buttresses — yet  another  salmon  of  1 21b.  could  not 
resist  a  brightly  spinning  dace.  And  I  have  heard 
it  said  that  salmon  don't  feed  in  fresh  water  ! 

My  bag,  therefore,  all  spinning,  was:  six  sal- 
mon, 11  lb.,  121b.,  161b.,  171b.,  181b.,  201b.;  nine 
pike,  21b.,  51b.,  5Jlb.,  61b.,  5lb.,  8Jlb.,  81b.,  IS^lb., 
17ilb.  Needless  to  add,  I  have  a  great  opinion  of 
that  river. — Yours  truly,  M.  R.  L.  White. 

[Mr.  White  had,  indeed,  a  fine  mixed  bag.  Nobody 
disputes  the  fact  that  salmon  will  take  baits  of 
all  kinds — and,  to  a  limited  extent,  feed  in  fresh 
water.  On  the  other  hand,  all  the  evidence  obtain- 
able from  all  the  salmon  rivers  goes  to  prove  that 
salmon  feed  very  little  indeed  in  fresh  water,  and 
are  not  constantly  on  the  lookout  for  food  in 
fresh    water.      All    their  flesh-making  feeding — 


except  as  smolts — is  done  in  salt  water.  The  fact 
that  salmon  begin  to  fall  off  in  quality  and  condi- 
tion soon  after  entering  fresh  water  proves  that 
their  feeding  in  fresh  water  does  them  no  good  to 
speak  of — they  grow  thin  instead  of  fat  on  it. — Ed.] 

"ACUTE  RHEUMATISM." 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "J.  C.'s"  letter  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  March  14,  I  would  advise  him  to 
make  iu  juiry  respecting  Strathpe  ler  Spa,  Ross- 
shire  A  course  of  medicinal  waters,  baths,  etc., 
for  rheumatism  can  be  had  at  Strathpefior.  1  was 
there  on  business  for  about  four  months  some  years 
ago,  and  have  heard  the  villagers  say  that  people 
have  been  known  to  go  thero  with  crutches  and  go 
away  quite  cured.  I  met  a  gentleman  here  not 
long  ago  who  had  been  badly  deformed  by  rheu- 
matism, and  I  asked  him  if  ever  he  had  tried  the 
"  Strath,"  and  he  spoke  highly  of  the  place,  having 
derived  very  great  benefit  indeed  from  his  visits.  I 
think  he  said  that  he  could  scarcely  move  his  limbs 
when  he  went  there  first.  He  is  now  in  his  shop, 
and  goes  about  and  appears  quite  well  again.  A 
letter  addressed  to  the  postmaster,  or  the  manager, 
Pump  Room,  Strathpeffer  Spa,  N.  B.,  no  doubt 
would  bring  full  particulars.  Wishing  you  tight 
lines  this  season. — Yours  truly, 

Edinburgh.  A  Subscriber. 


"ACUTE  RHEUMATISM." 
Dear  Sir, — Having  noticed  "  J.  C.'s"  letter, 
"Acute  Rheumatism,"  in  your  issue  of  March  14,  I 
should  recommend  him  to  try  the  waters  at  Wood- 
hall  Spa  in  Lincolnshire.  Both  myseK  and  wife 
have  benefited  much  by  the  waters  there,  besides 
many  other  cases  of  cure  that  I  have  known  of.  I 
think  the  baths  open  in  April  or  May. — Yours  truly, 

Geo.  a.  Thompson. 


"ACUTE  RHEUMATISM." 

Dear  Sir, — I  can  feel  for  "J.C.,"  having  suf- 
fered from  the  same  very  painful  complaint. 
After  having  consulted  several  of  the  best  specialists, 
and  having  tried  in  vain  electricity  and  other 
remedies,  I  v^^as  told  of  Acqui — between  Turin  and 
Genoa — where  the  mud  baths  (fango)  cured  me 
radically  in  just  13  days.  I  hope  "  J.  C."  will  have 
an  equally  good  result. — Yours  truly. 

Grand  Hotel,  Locarno,  Suisse.        J.  Neville. 

[Much  obliged  to  Mr.  Neville,  and  so,  I  am  sure, 
will  "  J.  C."  be.— Ed.] 


CAN  PIKE  MOVE  THEIR  EYES  ? 
Dear  Sir, — I  was  rather  amused  at  your  corre- 
spondent "  W.  D."  thinking  that  I  was  under  a 
misapprehension  when  I  stated  in  your  issue  of 
March  7  that  a  pike,  caught  by  a  friend  of  mine, 
had  "rolled  one  of  its  eyes  backwards  and  for- 
wards "  after  being  out  of  water  for  twenty-one 
hours.  I,  hke  your  correspondent,  have  caught 
many  fish  in  my  time — which  I  hope  is  still  only  in 
its  prime— from  the  merry  minnow  and  the  fiery 
stickleback  to  the  yellowtail,  the  albacore,  and  the 
glorious  salmon ;  and  I  have  no  sympathy  with 
those  who  do  not  try  to  speak  the  truth  and  nothing 
else  when  they  relate  their  fishing  and  other  natural 
history  happenings. 

Let  me  convince  your  correspondent.  The  first 
proof  of  this  "  eye-rolling  "  statement  of  mine  is 
that  three  people  besides  myself,  who  would  all  be 
delighted  to  swear  to  the  fact  by  all  that  is  holy, 
also  watched  the  movement  of  the  eye — the  captor 
of  the  fish,  a  nephew  of  mine  with  whom  I  was 
stopping  at  the  time,  and  the  latter's  landlady. 
It  was  this  particular  movement  which  first  assured 
the  landlady  that  the  fish  was  still  alive,  and  which 
sent  her  to  acquaint  us  with  the  fact. 

Next,  in  order  to  back  up  my  statement  with 
some  sound  scientific  support,  I  called  yesterday 
upon  Mr.  Boulenger,  the  eminent  head  of  the 
Ichthyological  Section  of  the  Natural  History 
Museum,  S.  Kensington.  He  very  kindly  interested 
himself  at  once  upon  the  point,  and  after  reading 
my  letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  7,  informed 
me  that  there  was  nothing  impossible  or  even 
improbable  in  the  movements  I  had  described,  and 
that  all  fish,  so  far  as  he  was  aware,  especially  deep 
sea  fish,  had  some  power  of  moving  the  eyes,  while 
he  had  himself  watched  these  movements  in  the 
go'den  carp.  Referring  to  the  question  of  certain 
fish  being  possessed  of  eyelids,  he  showed  me  several 
plates  figuring  these  fiish,  including  a  species  of 
mullet  (I  think  Egyptian)  and  several  deep  sea  fish. 
But  he  pointed  out  that,  although  the  eyelid  was 
there,  it  was  merely  a  fi^ed  membrane,  incapable 
of  opening  or  shutting,  and  was  set  over  a  portion 
of  the  eyeball  not  above  and  below  the  pupil  as  it 
is  in  mammals,  but  more  or  less  vertically  on  either 
side  of  it. 

My  last  proof,  and  one  which  your  correspondent 
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will  find  (i£  he  likes  to  follow  it  out)  an  absolute 
one,  is  to  suggest  that  he  shall  pay  a  visit  to  the 
fish  house  at  the  Zoo,  if  he  has  not  a  living  pike 
more  handy  to  observe.  Let  him  ask  the  keeper 
to  stir  up  the  pike  in  either  of  the  pikes'  tanks  with 
the  landing-net :  then  (as  I  have  done  to-day)  watch 
the  pike's  eye. — Yours  truly, 
March  15.  Chables  A.  C.  Jeffcock. 


MOVEMENT  OF  EYES  IN  FISH. 

Deab  Sib, — Re  your  note  under  "  W.  D 's"  letter 
on  the  "Longevity  of  fish  out  of  water,"  etc.,  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  March  14,  I  have  kept  both 
English  and  foreign  fresh-water  fish  in  an  aquarium 
for  some  years,  and  at  present  have  roach,  rudd, 
gudgeon,  minnows,  goldfish,  dogfish,  newts.  I 
have  also  had  carp,  Prussian  carp,  Spiegel  carp, 
chub,  dace,  tench,  golden  tench,  golden  orfe,  bleak, 
loach,  perch,  black  bass,  rock  bass,  sticklebacks, 
sunfish,  catfish,  bitterling,  thunderfish. 

One  and  all  of  the  above  can,  and  do,  move  their 
eyes — in  fact,  they  are  hardly  ever  still,  except 
when  the  fish  seem  to  be  asleep  ;  when  in  this  con- 
dition the  fish  either  rest  on  the  bottom  of  the  tank 
or  float  at  the  top  of  the  water,  and  the  eyes  are 
fixed  in  a  central  position.  In  this  state  the  fish 
appear  to  see  nothing,  as  they  will  not  move  unless 
they  are  touched  by  others  or  the  water  shaken. 
Each  of  the  above-named  can  move  their  eyes 
together  or  independently,  and  thsre  seem  to  be 
three  positions — forward,  centre,  backward ;  the 
eyes  move  in  jerks  to  these  positions.  There  is 
also  another  movement  in  which  both  are  brought 
down  together  and  then  raised  to  the  centre  again : 
this  appears  to  me  to  be  equal  to  a  person  winking 
his  eyes.  When  picking  up  food  both  eyes  are 
brought  forward  together. 

The  dogfish  ( Umbra  krameri)  is,  according  to  the 
Rev.  G.  C.  Bateman  in  his  *'  Book  of  Aquaria," 
related  to  Esox  lucius,  but  when  full  grown  is  only 
about  three  inches  long.  This  fish  can  not  only 
move  its  eyes  but  its  head  also.  When  it  gets 
tame,  which  it  very  soon  does,  if  some  food  is  put 
in  front  and  a  little  to  one  side  of  it,  the  fish  will 
turn  its  head  without  moving  the  body,  and 
"  point"  at  it  for  a  long  time,  unless  very  hungry. 

As  to  the  hearing  of  fish,  I  can  only  say  that 
when  a  door  bangs  loudly  in  any  part  of  the  house, 
any  fish  at  the  top  of  the  water  go  to  the  bottom 
simultaneously  with  the  noise.  If  one  taps  gently 
on  the  tank  the  gudgeon  will  at  once  erect  their 
dorsal  fins. 

I  remember  reading  some  little  time  ago  of  fish 
having  eyelids,  and  think  they  were  found  in  China 
or  Japan,  I  forget  which. 

I  also  believe  there  are  fresh- water  fish  without 
any  eyes  found  in  underground  streams  in  America. 

At  the  end  of  season  after  season  one  sees  the 
notice  of  the  Fishmongers'  Company  regarding  the 
sale  of  fresh-water  fish.  How  does  this  affect 
naturalists  who  keep  all  kinds  of  fish  for  sale  ?  Are 
they  only  allowed  to  sell  foreign  ones,  or  do  they 
come  under  the  "  scientific  purposes "  of  the 
Mundella  Act  ? — Yours  truly,    E.  Illingworth. 

[Much  obliged  to  Mr.  Illingworth.  I  fear  they 
sell  at  the  risk  of  being  prosecuted. — Ei>.] 

FISH  MOVING  THEIR  EYES. 

Deab  Sib, — In  your  editorial  note  to  your 
correspondent  "  W.  D."  you  say  "some  fish  can 
move  their  eyeballs,  but  not  carp  or  pike,  or  fresh- 
water fish  generally."  I  therefore  trust  that  you 
will  pardon  me  for  writing  to  say  that  I  do  not 
agree  with  you — as  I  have  had  decided  proof  that 
they  do  so,  and  after  reading  your  notes  I  made  a 
visit  at  once  to  the  Brighton  Aquarium  to  again 
confirm  (what  I  felt  sure  of)  that  fresh- water  fish 
do  and  can  move  their  eyeballs.  I  threw  some  rudd 
into  the  pike  tank  and  watched  events.  I  distinctly 
saw  the  pike  turn  his  eyes  upwards  (for  he  was  low 
down),  and  then  proceeded  to  glide  upwards  and 
make  a  dash  for  the  bait. 

I  next  visited  the  perch  tank,  and  by  rubbing  my 
finger  on  the  glass  front  was  able  to  watch  close 
the  movements  of  the.  perch's  eyes  ;  in  fact,  I  made 
him  squint. 

The  carp,  golden  orfe,  roach,  etc.,  do  move  their 
eyeballs,  but  true  it  is  very  little;  just  a  simple 
movement  right  and  left,  not  upwards  and  down  as 
do  the  pike  and  perch.  Generally,  I  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  those  fish  which  feed  by  sight,  such 
as  pike,  trout,  perch,  chub,  etc.,  have  a  greater 
range  of  movement. 

The  plaice,  flounder,  etc.,  seem  to  move  their 
eyeballs  as  it  were  on  a  pivot — each  eye  indepen- 
dently of  each  other. 

By  the  way,  that  large  skate  at  the  Aquarium 
died  on  Saturday  night.  It  is  being  preserved. — 
Yours  truly,  W.  C.  F.  Gillam. 

[I  was  evidently  quite  wrong  in  thinking  that  carp 
or  pike  or  fresh-water  fish  generally  cannot  move 
their  eyeballs.  I  was  answering  a  correspondent 
who  referred  to  fish  "rolling  their  eyes  Jabout,"^and 


said  he  did  not  think  fish  could  move  their  eyes.  I 
ought  to  have  remembered  that  the  fact  that  trout 
seem  to  see  with  their  tails  proves  that  they  can 
move  their  eyeballs  so  as  to  get  a  good  back  view. 
—Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  THE  LUNE. 

Deab  Sib, — In  answer  to  "Enquirer,"  he  will 
find  very  little  open  water  in  the  Lune.  From 
Lancaster  to  Kirkby  Lonsdale,  a  distance  of  nearly 
twenty  miles,  every  inch  is  in  the  hands  of  riparian 
owners.  There  is  no  angling  club  or  society,  and 
for  every  stretch  of  the  river  separate  permission 
must  be  sought  from  each  individual  owner. 
Permits  are  granted  by  some  to  local  residents,  and 
in  other  cases  owners  issue  tickets  at  half-a-crown 
or  five  shillings  for  the  season,  but  this  is  merely 
nominal,  and  I  doubt  whether  tickets  would  be  sent 
to  strangers.  If  "  Enquirer  "  cares  to  let  me  know 
exactly  where  he  would  like  to  fish,  I  would  give 
him  detailed  information.  The  Lune  is  not  a  coarse 
fish  river  at  all.  There  are  pike,  but  nobody  fishes 
for  them,  and  the  board  net  them  at  the  rate  of 
three  hundred  every  year.  It  is  a  good  trout  stream, 
and  could  be  made  a  better,  but  the  board  seem 
to  think  more  of  catering  for  about  half  a  hundred 
salmon  anglers  than  they  do  for  the  two  thousand 
who  take  trout  licences  every  year.  There  are  so 
many  salmon  smolts  in  the  river  that  they  are 
crowding  the  trout  out,  and  as  a  consequence  if  a 
man  catche-s  a  trout  as  big  as  a  pound  he  is  inclined 
to  stand  on  his  head  with  glee. — Yours  truly, 

Lancaster.  Ernest  Phillips. 

P.S. — It  is  a  good  sea-trout  river.  I  have  caught 
them  up  to  31b.,  and  a  York  visitor  last  September 
took  one  of  over  71b.  on  the  minnow.  Last  year's 
record  salmon  on  the  fly  was  a  29-pounder.  These 
are  not  bad  for  Lancashire  ! 


"PLACE  FOR  TEACHING  THE  BOYS  FLY- 
FISHING WANTED." 

Dear  Sir, — A  letter  appeared  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  March  7  referring,  I  consider,  in  very 
unjust  terms  to  the  fishing  in  the  Rivers  Exe  and 
Barle.  1  ha\'e  no  doubt  the  letter  is  written  in  all 
good  faith,  but  the  writer  is  evidently  unaware  of 
the  difficulty  of  obtaining  easy  fisliing  for  beginners, 
as  well  as  of  the  fact  that  the  love  of  angling  is 
inherent  rather  than  inculcated.  It  is  therefore  easy 
to  forgive  any  little  error  on  this  account ;  but  I  am 
somewhat  surprised  that  publicity  should  be  given 
to  statements  of  this  sort  in  a  journal  through  which 
many  caterers  for  fishing  make  known  the  facilities  to 
be  enjoyed  on  various  parts  of  the  Exe  and  Barle. 
I  have  no  rea  on  to  think  the  writer  stayed  here, 
but  I  can  say  that  after  a  residence  here  of  over 
thirty-two  years,  with  fishing  experience,  we  found 
last  season  was  one  of  the  best  in  a  sporting  sense 
we  have  ever  known.  Further,  during  the  last  two 
years  the  Exe  Board  of  Conservators,  the  Earl 
Oi  Carnarvon,  and  myself  conjointly  turned  4000 
trout  into  this  part  of  the  Exe  and  Barle,  and  it  is 
only  this  season  that  the  first  batch  turned  in  will 
be  witliin  the  limit  of  taking.  Under  these  circum- 
stances I  trust  you  will  endeavour  to  correct  the 
bad  impression  that  such  a  letter  has  conveyed. — 
Yours  truly,  C.  W.  Neldeb. 

Carnarvon  Arms  Hotel, 

Dulverton  Junction  (G.W.R.). 


HOW  TO  MAKE  DRAWN  GUT  —  HOW  TO 
COLOUR  CADDIS  BAIT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  wonder  if  any  of  your  readers 
could  tell  us  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  how  to  make 
drawn  gut  ? — -an  operation  which  I  do  not  remember 
ever  to  have  seen  described,  save  for  some  slight 
references  to  steel  plates,  diamond  plates,  etc. 
Such  an  account — provided,  of  course,  the  process 
is  not  a  trade  secret — would,  I  think,  prove  very 
interesting  to  many  of  your  readers.  It  might  also, 
perhaps,  throw  some  light  on  the  cause  of  the  great 
difference  in  the  quality  of  the  drawn  gut  supplied 
even  by  manufacturers  of  repute.  I  have  always 
asked  for — and  paid  for — the  best  quality  pro- 
curable, but  again  and  again — and  that,  too,  of 
recent  years — I  have  had  absolute  rubbish  supplied 
to  me.  I  do  not  know  whether  in  these  cases  the 
manufacturing  processes  adopted  had  been  wrong, 
or  whether  old  and  poor  quality  gut  had  been 
drawn  by  the  correct  process ;  but  1  do  know  that 
the  di-awn  gut  supplied  was  so  soft  and  rough  and 
useless  that  I  threw  it  away  in  disgust.  Surely,  too, 
there  could  be  some  attempt  at  uniformity  in  the 
numbering.  The  4x  of  one  manufacturer  is  as  thin 
as  the  6x  of  another. 

There  is  another  point  I  would  like  information 
on.  It  is  regarding  the  caddis  or  cad-bait.  Is  there 
any  method  of  colouring  the  grubs  that  beautiful 
golden  yellow  colour  that  some  of  them  assume 
about  May  ?  I  have  at  times  had  some  delightful 
sport  with  the  cad-bait,  but  the  difficulty  of  gather- 
ing any  number  of  the  correct  sort  and  colour  is 


greater  almost  than  that  of  capturing  the  trout 
afterwards.  I  understand  that  gentles  can  be 
coloured.  Could  the  same  process—whatever  it  is 
— be  applied  to  the  cad-bait  ?  Doubtless  there  are 
many  readers  of  the  \Fishinq  Gazette  who  have  not 
attained  to  the  ethereal  altitude  of  the  ultra-purist 
we  read  of  some  weeks  back,  and  who,  like  my- 
self, would  not  hesitate  now  and  again  to  impale 
a  big  yellow  cad-bait  as  tenderly  as  though  we 
loved  him.  Would  any  such  miblnshingly  erring 
brother  aid  an  equally  erring  brother  with  some 
advice  as  to  the  methods  of  keeping,  feeding,  and 
colouring  the  aforementioned  object  of  our  affec- 
tions ? — Yours  truly,  Webntail. 

[If  "  Wrentail  "  kept  the  caddis  in  the  colouring 
material  it  might  colour  them,  and  it  might  kill 
them  ;  gentles  will  stand  anything. — Ed.] 


GRAYLING  IN  PEEBLESSHIRE. 

Deab  Sib,— There  must  be  many  anglers  whose 
experience  of  grayUng  in  this  quarter  is  similar  to 
that  of  "Golden  Crow" — an  odd  grayling  or  two 
caught  accidentally  while  trout  fishing.  With  all 
deference  to  "  Golden  Crow,"  I  beg  to  say  that 
a  trial  of  this  water  in  December  or  January  would 
probably  remove  the  slight  difference  between  his 
views  and  mine.  There  seems  to  be  only  one  way 
to  manage  that  now,  and  it  would  mean  breaking 
the  Improvement  Association's  rules.  I  hesitate  to 
suggest  such  a  thing,  because,  for  all  we  know,  the 
association  may  be  doing  its  best.  He  might,  for 
instance,  get  permission  to  net  the  grayling,  and 
then,  when  no  one  was  looking,  fish  fairly.  It 
would  be  a  low  trick,  of  course,  and  risky ;  but  if 
it  came  off  successfully,  and  the  weather  was  suit- 
able, perhaps  five  or  six  grayling,  weighing  nearly 
or  quite  as  many  pounds,  would  reward  his  daring. 
Not  enough  ?  Well,  I  said  grayling  were  scarce, 
and  I  know  there  are  men  whose  time  is  so  precious 
and  who  have  such  a  formidable  reputation  to  keep 
up,  that  they  are  never  satisfied  unless  they  can  turn 
out  fish  enough  to  glut  all  their  friends  and  relations, 
and  still  have  something  left  over  to  enrich  the 
vegetable  garden.  Certainly,  this  is  no  place  to 
look  for  such  baskets,  though  doubtless,  with 
proper  care,  the  grayling  fishing  would  improve 
considerably. 

I  should  like  to  know  how  the  legal  close  time  for 
trout,  or  the  "  hard  fight  "  to  get  it,  can  explain  or 
justify  the  action  of  an  angling  association  in  pro- 
hibiting grayling  fishing  in  its  proper  season  ?  That 
rule,  I  think,  would  have  been  more  excusable  had 
there  been  no  law  protecting  the  trout  in  winter. — 
Yours  truly,  A.  N.  Wilson. 

Innerleithen. 


HALIBUT  ON  SPINNER— SALMON  DISEASE 
IN  TWEED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  duly  read  your  note  re  the  halibut 
on  a  spinner,  and  still  doubt  it,  because  even  when 
drifting  with  the  tide  one  has  little  chance  of  getting 
a  bite.  I  have  been  using  Robertson's  "  Terteran- 
nice  "  traces  for  spinning  for  salmon  here.  They  are 
certainly  very  strong,  but  swell  a  good  deal  when 
soaked.  They  seem  quite  kind,  and  do  not  seem 
inclined  to  kink,  but  get  more  like  soft  cord. 
Spring  fish  are  very  scarce,  while  the  mortaHty 
among  the  kelts  is  tremendous ;  we  counted  fifty- 
four  dead  salmon  within  400  yards ;  many  were 
kipper  fish,  and  from  101b.  to  181b.  The  baiUff 
buried  128  one  day  recently.  The  river  is  high,  and 
may  help  matters. — Yours  truly, 

Cornhill-on-Tweed.  Ian  L.  Stewebt. 

[From  other  anglers  I  also  hear  sad  reports  of 
prevalence  of  salmon  disease  in  the  Tweed. — Ed.] 

STREAM  TROUT-FISHING  IN  IRELAND 
WANTED. 

Dear  Sib, — If  any  of  your  readers  can  kindly 
tell  me  of  some  trout-fishing  in  Ireland  at  Easter  I 
shall  be  grateful.  My  boy  and  I  prefer  a  river 
which  can  be  fished  from  the  bank  without  wading, 
and  not  too  wide  for  an  artificial  fly  to  be  thrown 
across.  Perhaps  the  rivers  of  the  counties  of  Cork 
and  Kerry  are  fishable  in  April  ? — Yours  truly, 

MiLWARD  Harding. 


FLY-FISHING  NEAR  BRISTOL. 

Dear  Sir, — You  have  on  several  occasions  been 
good  enough  to  enable  me,  tlirough  your  columns, 
to  gain  valuable  information  from  kindly  correspon- 
dents as  to  the  fishing  in  various  districts.  May  I 
trespass  yet  once  more  on  your  good  nature  ? 

I  am  about  to  settle  down  in  Bristol,  ajnd  am 
anxious  to  ascertain  what  prospect  of  sport  there  is 
for  a  fly-fisher  among  trout  and  dace  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. Is  there  any  association  with  private 
trout  waters  handy  ?  If  any  brother  of  the  fly-rod 
will  tell  me  what  fishing  is  available,  and  how  it  is 
to  be  got,  I  shall  be  exceedingly  obliged.- — Yours 
truly,  Enquibeb. 
{Several  letters  a/re  h^^d  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOE. 

A  281b.  Pike  swallows  one  of  i8Ib.-Pike  Feeding 
on  each  other  in  Captivity  in  Preference  to 
other  Fish— A  78ilb.  Cod. 

nf  It  5'  p^^^M  was  telling  me  the  other  day 
be^Z  l!f°  ^*  Aquarium,  and  I 

begged  him  to  give  me  a  note  about  them  for  the 

for"  ""l^^"'  ^*  ^       to  account 

Z  i    f    .1*  M*'''*  "^^t^^^  once  were  well 

epleted     P  ^/^^         f         ^PP'^^''  almos 

Sr  nn  Vl  T  fo^O^llg  HOteS  will  help  tO 

-tear  up  the  question. 

Jl'^fnn^i^"l\*°''/^''^"^™  o'^®  Of  tanks  is 
.ell  stocked  with  pik3  of  varying  sizes,  from  21b. 

mrli  ^  1  i^t"''  ^^^^  ^^eJ^  largest  one 
-esstully  digested  one  of  41b.,  and  evidently  has 
venous  intentions  of  repeating  the  diet,  as  sSvJrafo 

earsTiir  T  ^^^11^  ^^"^^d"    ^^out  two 

ears  smce  a  61b.  pike  swallowed  a  4.pounder,  but  it 

Se  sS!*™'     °°°^P^*'*^       'i^g^^tion,  the  tail  of 

rthTwI°''VT™^,P'''*™^^'^g  f^o^  tlie  jaws 
It  tne  larger  pike  for  nearly  a  week 

Again,  several  years  ago,  I  presented  to  the 
^uarium  eleven  smaU  jack  (about  3im.  in  length)! 
nd  W  f^H -'^  i^'''''  "^^^  b'^t  one  remaining 

igthVf  I?in.^  othei-small  jack  gained  a 

le'arSnnf  ^""^^^      '^'''t^'"^  Sussex  was 

eTenterl  L       ^'^'u  l^'-g^  Pike  were 

e  tankt  S  Aquarium,  and  whilst  in 

'  ISlb  L  J  i*"'^^'*  2^^^-  shallowed  another 
_i»ib.,  and,  strange  to  relate,  survived  the  event 

mg  some  months  after.  ' 

iPDlie?^lt  r'  t^*^*^  Pi^^«  ^i-''  kept  well 

'Pphed  with  Jive  rudd.    By  the  way.  I  saw  one 
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jack  about  61b.  in  weight,  take  and  swallow  no 
less  than  ten  rudd  (about  Sin.  in  length)  in  about 
ntteen  minutes.  , 

"  On  a  fishmonger's  slab  in  Westboume-grove  W 
1  saw  to-day  (March  18)  one  of  the  finest  cod  I  have 
ever  seen  ;  it  was  labelled  '  78|lb.'  I  measured  it, 
and  found  it  54in.  extreme  length,  1.5in.  in 
depth,  and  8in.  thick,  so  it  had  a  girth  of  about  42in 
-Evidently  a  female  heavy  in  spawn.  Wliat  sport 
It  would  have  given  on  single  gut  paternoster  and 
light  rod  ! 

Notes  on  Nets. 

In  a  note  to  Mr.  A.  Massey-Spencer's  letter  in  the 
I'tshzng  Gazette  of  March  7  I  said  :— 

"  The  net  Mr.  A.  Massey -Spencer  sends  is  well 
shown  m  the  illustration,  and  seems  to  me  to  be  Al 
ihe  only  thing  is  that  it  looks  a  bit  weak  at  the 
point  (where  the  chief  strain  comes).     I  will  try  to 
give  an  illustration  to  show  what  I  mean." 

I  found  it  was  not  so  easy  to  do,  but  one  of  my 
daughters  kindly  made  a  drawing  of  the  point,  or 
bottom,  of  Mr.  A.  Massey-Spencer's  landing-net  and 
another  of  the  bottom  of  a  dressed  silk  landing-net 


Pig.  a.— Point  or  Bottom  of  Ms.  Massey- 
Spencbr's  Landing-Net. 


-PoiN*  OB  Bottom  op  Oedinary 
Landing -Net, 

made  by  Messrs.  S.  AUcock  and  Co.,  and  already 
referred  to  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

I  have  not  netted  a  net,  and  am  no  authority  on 
netting,  but  it  seems  to  me  Mr.  Massey-Spencer's 
net  must  take  a  lot  more  material  than  the  other. 
He  tells  me  it  is  quite  a  mistaken  idea  to  suppose  it 
is  weaker  at  the  point  from  which  the  sides  radiate 
(see  Fig.  A)  than  the  ordinary  plain  net. 

Badgers  in  England. 

"Smike"  writes  :—"  I  note  that  '  Wessex  '  in 
his  letter  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  disagrees  with  me 
as  to  the  extent  to  which  the  badger  exists  as  a 
wild  animal  to-day.  Like  you,  I  have  never  yet 
seen  a  wild  badger  in  his  hatmts,  and  I  have  spent 
a  good  many  hohdays  in  wild  England,  Wales,  and 
Scotland.  Further,  my  brother,  who  has  a  large 
taxidermist's  business  in  the  eastern  counties,  and 
who  is  in  touch  with  most  of  the  wild  life  of  our 
country,  has  never,  to  my  knowledge,  had  more  than 
one  or  two  of  these  animals  in  his  estabhshment  for 
preservation." 
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Mr.  Kelson's  Flies  and  other  "  Exaggerations," 
and  Notes  on  Salmon  Fly  History. 

Mr.  Kelson  says  I  must  "speak  or  die  "—so 
naturally  I  speak.  A  correspondent  says  Mr.  K. 
reminds  him  of  the  shooting  man  who  is  continually 
exclaiming,  "  My  bird  !  "  I  am  quite  content  to 
leave  it  to  those  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  who 
have  followed  this,  m  some  respects  amusing,  and 
m  others  instractive,  passage  of  arms  between  Mr. 
Kelson  and  myself  to  decide  whether  my  criticisms 
liave  been  answered  by  him  or  not.  Hero  are  my 
answers  to  the  claims  and  charges  which  he  makes 
in  hia  letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  last  wc(^k 
(March  21). 

An  "  Infamous  "  Remark. 

Mr.  Kelson  would  have  a  perfect  right  to  accuse 
me  of  making  an  "  infamous  "  statement  //  /  had 
done  so  ;  but,  as  I  can  prove,  if  there  is  any  infamy 
at  all  It  IS  his  manufacture,  not  mine.  Here  is  what 
he  said  last  week 

"Now,  with  reference  to  Mr.  Francis  working 
at  my  fly-bench  under  my  supervision,  you  said 
(April  4,  1896) :—  ^ 

'  Certain  it  is  that  this  is  an  xmtrue  state- 
ment. 

I  never  referred  to  Mr.  Francis  workmg  at  Mr. 
Kelson's  fly-bench. 

Mr.  Kelson  goes  on  : — 

'  This  remark  of  yours  is  infamous.  My  old 
and  valued  friend  Francis  studied  under 
my  direction,  with  other  living  gentlemen,  on 
numerous  occasions.  He  generally  came  to  my 
house  to  work,  but  I  went  to  his  with  Randall 
Roberts  and  Edward  Oelrichs  for  the  same 
express  pm-pose,  and  his  invariable  and  cheery 
[  Thank-you-mate  '  after  each  course  of  study 
IS  graven  on  my  memory." 

It  wiU  be  seen  that  Mr.  K.  charges  me  with 
making  this  "  infamous  "  statement  in  the  Fishinq 
Gazette  of  April  4,  1896. 

In  my  review  of  his  book  in  that  year  I  felt  it  my 
duty  in  justice  to  previous  writers  to  point  out 
that  Mr.  Kelson  either  ignored,  pooh-poohed,  or 
claimed  as  his  things  they  had  long  before  described 
and  pubhshed.    Here  is  what  I  said  : — 

From  the  Fishing  Gazette,  April  4,  1896. 

We  have  aheady  mentioned  that  Mr.  Kelson 
entirely  ignores  Captain  Hale's,  'How  to  Tie 
Salmon  Fhes,'  with  seventy  excellent  wood  en- 
gravmgs,  pubhshed  in  1892  (nearly  four  years  before 
Mr.  K.'s  book).  Of  that  standard  work  on  angling 
by  the  late  Mr.  Francis  Francis,  so  many  years 
anghng  editor  of  the  Field,  entitled,  '  A  Book  on 
Angling, '  Mr.  Kelson  says  : — 

Certain  it  is  that  from  the  directions  there 
given  alone,  no  novice  could  learn  to  dress  a  fly 
that  any  tackle -maker  of  repute  would  care  to 
place  in  his  shop  window.'  " 

Commenting  on  this,  I  said  in  the  next  lines  :— 
"  Certain  it  is  that  this  is  an  untrue  statement, 
and  one  Mr.  Kelson  would  not  have  ventured  to 
make  in  Air.  Francis  Francis'  hfetime."  And 
added  these  words :  "A  few  Unes  further  on  he 
(Mr.  K.)  seems  to  infer  that  he  taught  Mr.  Francis 
Francis  to  make  salmon  flies." 

I  have  always  had  the  greatest  admiration  for 
Francis  Francis,  and  I  axlded  : — 

"  Sm-ely  one  must  resent  such  a  slur  on  the  work 
and  reputation  of  a  man  hke  Francis  Francis, 
whose  book,  tmtil  Captain  Hale's  appeared,  was 
almost  the  only  book  in  print  obtainable  which 
gave  illustrated  instructions  on  salmon  fly  dressing 
—clear,  useful  instructions,  to  which  himdreds,  if 
not  thousands,  of  salmon  fly  dressers  have  been 
indebted  for  their  knowledge  during  the  past  thirty 
years." 

I  added  : — 

"  If  Captain  Hale's  book  did  not  exist,  we  should 
say  that  Mr.  Kelson's  chapter,  sometliing  under 
100  pages,  and  about  thirty  diagrams  describing 
how  to  make  salmon  flies,  was  the  best  thing  of 
the  kind  m  print.  He  is  unquestionably  a  first-rate 

*  "Put  into  a  few  words,  what  Mr.  Kelson 
advocates  in  the  case  of  lazy  fish  is  io  first  rouse 
them,  by  an  '  exaggeration.'  " — Land  and  Water. 
So  Mr.  K.  must  not  complain  if  he  has  roused  me' 
— ^R.  B.  M. 
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salmon  fly  dresser,  and  be  ought  to  be,  for  he  has 
been  at  it  all  his  life  pretty  well." 

I  ask  anyone  to  say,  after  reading  these  extracts, 
M-hether  Mr.  Kelson  had  the  sUghtest  shadow  of  a 
ground  for  charging  me  with  making  an  infamous 
remark  about  him.  He  had  my  paper  of  April  4, 
1896,  before  him,  and  yet  he  manufactures  some- 
thing I  had  never  said  about  Francis  Francis  working 
at  his  fly-bench  !  ^¥^mt  I  said  was  untrue,  and 
repeat  is  untrue,  was  his  paltry  estimate  of  his 
"  friend's  "  work  on  salmon  fly  tying. 

He  infers  that  he  taught  Francis  how  to  make 
sabnon  flies,  for  in  his  look  he  says  :  "  No  pupil  was 
more  apt,  none  more  attentive,"  and  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  last  week  he  says,  "My  old  and  valued  friend 
studied  tender  my  direction." 

It  is  quite  clear  that  he  wants  to  infer  that  he 
taught  Francis  Francis. 

I  often  talked  with  Mr.  Francis  about  fishing 
when  fishing  with  him  or  at  his  house  or  club,  and 
I  never  heard  him  mention  that  Mr.  Kelson  taught 
him  salmon  fly  making  ;  in  fact,  he  never  men- 
tioned Ml-.  K.'s  name.  He  was  a  very  emphatic, 
straightforward  man,  and  he  flatly  contradicts  Mr. 
Kelson.    He  says  in  his  book  : — 

"  I  never  took  a  lesson  of  a  fly-tyer  in  my  life." 

He  adds  that  after  he  was  able  to  tie  a  fly  he  had 
watched  "  many  professors  "  at  work.  Francis 
fished  all  over  the  United  Kingdom  for  fifty  years 
or  more,  and  he  made  a  point  of  caUing  on  the 
well-known  Scottish,  Irish,  and  other  fly-makers, 
and  having  a  chat  and  exchanging  ideas  with  Pat 
Hearns,  the  inventor  of  "  Thunder  and  Lightning," 
with  Rogan,  Enright,  Haynes,  Malloch,  Forrest, 
Wright,  Farlow,  Bernard,  Wm.  Brown,  and  others, 
too  many  to  mention.  I  never  said  Mr.  Francis  had 
not  made  salmon  flies  with  Kelson  or  exchanged 
ideas  with  him.  But  for  G.  M.  K.  to  claim  Francis 
as  "  my  bird  "  is  all  rot,"  as  Francis  would  have 
said,  only  in  much  more  emphatic  language. 

Mb.  Kelson's  Claim  to  have  Improved  the 
Limerick  Hook. 

In  the  Fishing  Gazette  last  week  Mr.  Kelson  said  : 
— "  Just  to  show  any  late  reader  what  I  have  had  to 
fight  against  (he  means  as  regards  my  criticism  of 
his  claims),  we  will  take  the  case  concerning  the 
Limerick  hook.  Here  is  a  brief  outline  of  the 
essential  facts.  I  had  claimed  to  have  improved 
this  hook.  You  (that  is,  R.  B.  M.),  on  March  28, 
1896,  published  these  words  :  '  Did  you,  by  Jove  ! 
Then,  you  ought  to  have  it  engraved  on  your  tomb- 

I  repeat  what  I  said.  The  Limerick  hook  for  far 
more  than  half  a  centiu'y  has  been,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  the  best  of  all  hooks  for  the  salmon  fly— the 
most  beautiful  in  shape  and  the  best  for  use,  and  the 
man  who  really  improved  it  deserves  a  monument. 
In  fact,  to  give  Mr.  K.  another  tag,  he  might  fairly 
exclaim  with  Horace,  "  Exegi  monumentum  aere 
perennius." 

Mr.  Kelson  claims  that  he  improved  the  Limerick 
by  having  it  made  with  a  slight,  very  slight,  outward 
(not  lateral)  tendency  of  the  point. 


the  truth  of  which  dictum,  however,  would  be  com- 
pletely upset  by  the  erroneous  theories  which  have 
crept,  goodness  knows  on  what  grounds,  into  this 
subject  at  one  time  or  another.'  This  last  sentence 
is  a  lovely  bit  of  Kelsonese,  a  gem.  Truth,  as  great 
as  moonshine,  upset  by  little  rushlights  of  erroneous 
theories,  which  will  creep  in,  somehow,  drat  'em. 

"  So  we  owe  this  grand  invention,  or  improve- 
ment, by  which  '  the  chances  of  hooking  and  holding 
are  augmented,  if  not  actually  redoubled,'  to  Mr. 
Kelson  ;  then  how  is  it  that  it  is  clearly  shown 
by  all  writers  who  have  illustrated  hooks  for  salmon 
flies  for  half  a  century  or  more  ?  Compare  the 
clumsy  dra%vuig  on  p.  32  of  Mr.  Kelson's  book  with 
the  elegant  plate  in  which  Mr.  Francis  Francis  shows 
the  '  best  form  of  Limerick  in  use,'  or  of  the  more 


Mr.  Kelson's  "  Improved  Liimeeick  Hook.' 
(From  his  book  published  in  March,  1S96.) 


"Ephemera's"  Favourite  Limerick  Hook. 
(From  his  book  published  in  1850.) 

Note  the  "slight  outward  tendency  of  point,' 
which  Mr.  Kelson  in  1895  claimed  as  his  idea. 


What  I  Said  of  Mr.  K.'s  Claim  in  the  "  Fishing 
Gazette  "  of  March  28,  1906. 

"We  are  sorry  to  have  to  write  in  what  may 
seem  so  carping  a  manner  about  Mr.  Kelson's 
Salmon  Fly  book,  but  it  is  forced  upon  us  by 
Mr.  K.'s  continual  '  exaggerations.'  On  p.  32,  for 
instance,  he  tells  us  that  he  has  grounds  for  pre- 
ferring, for  general  purposes,  the  modern  Limerick 
hook  to  all  other  kinds.  Why,  the  Limerick  has 
been  recognised  by  generations  of  salmon  anglers  as 
the  finest  hook  ever  made.  But  this  is  not  all— 
it  is  not  haK.  Listen  to  this  :  '  I  had  the  original 
shape  improved.'  Did  you,  by  Jove  !  Then  you 
ought  to  have  it  engraved  on  your  tombstone,  for 
if  ever  a  thing  was  perfect  in  this  world  it  was  the 
original  Limerick  hook.  Here  is  the  whole  precious 
paragraph:  — 

"  '  I  had  the  original  shape  improved,  because, 
in  practice,  an  alteration  seemed  to  me  to  be 
urgently  needed.  A  sUght,  very  slight,  outward 
(not  lateral)  tendency  of  the  point  gives  increase  of 
penetration  and  grip,  and  makes  the  hook  work  mto 
the  flesh  deeper  and  deeper  durmg  an  "engagement." 
These  particulars  are  put  mildly,  but  the  reader  may 
place  implicit  rehance  on  the  fact  that  the  hook  in 
our  picture  [A  beast  of  a  thing.— Ed.  F.G.]  excels 
all  others,  as  the  moon  outshines  the  minor  stars  ; 


Limerick  Huoks  from  Francis  Francis' 
Book,  1867  to  date. 
Note  the  "  slight  outward  tendency  of  the  point," 
which  is  referred  to  by  Mr.  Francis. 

elegant  drawings  of  Limerick  hooks  given  with  the 
coloured  illustrations  of  the  Butcher,  Jackass, 
Doctor,  Switcher,  Baker,  Bonne-Bouche,  Childers, 
Artful  Dodger,  etc.,  drawn  by  ll.  Adlard,  and 
published  fifty  years  ago.  What  was  the  matter 
with  a  hook  with  which  '  Ephemera '  killed  '  fifty 
salmon  in  fifty  hours '  ?  These  hooks  all  show  '  the 
slight,  very  slight,  outward,  not  lateral,  tendency 
of  the  point.'  " 

A  Matter  of  Opinion  for  Half  a  Century  or 
More. 

Of  course,  it  is  entirely  a  matter  of  opinion  as  to 
whether  the  point  of  a  hook  should  be  directed 
in  a  straight  line  with  the  shank  or  slightly  away 
from  it.  Such  a  high  authority  as  Mr.  Chol- 
mondeley-Pennell,  and  many  others,  favour  the 
straight  pull  on  the  point.  But  this  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  point  which  I  tried  to  make— which  was 
that  improvement  or  no  improvement,  Mr.  Kelson 
has  no  right  to  cry  out  as  he  does  in  his  book. 


"  My  bird  " — it  was  made  and  published  and  advo- 
cated long  years  before  he  had  let  off  his  gun  at  it. 

Quite  apart  from  Mr.  K.'s  claims,  the  history  of 
the  evolution  of  the  salmon  hook  is  very  interesting. 

The  "  Improved  "  Limerick  in  the  Middle  of 
Last  Century. 
T.  Norris,  in  his  book  on  angling  published  nearly 
fifty  years  ago,  says : — "  The  O'Shaughnessy 
Salmon  hook  differs  from  the  ordinary  Limerick 
hook  in  the  direction  of  the  point,  which  sets  out  at 
a  slight  angle  from  the  shank."  He  adds,  "  it  is 
much  surer  of  hooking  than  the  old  Limerick." 
What  is  the  use  of  Mr.  K.'s  claiming  this  slight  out- 
ward tendency  of  the  point  as  his  invention  after 
this,  and  calhng  it  the  Kelson  hook  ? 

Mr.  Francis  Francis  on  the  Limerick  Hook. 

I  do  not  know  whether  Mr.  K.  would  allow  Mr. 
Francis  to  be  an  authority  on  the  shape  of  salmon 
hooks,  although  he  admits  that  his  book  is  "  un- 
equalled to  this  day  as  a  complete  synopsis  of 
anghng,"  but  in  the  face  of  the  following  extract 
from  Mr.  Francis'  work  pubUshed  thirty  years 
before  Mr.  Kelson's,  it  is  difficult  to  see  where  the 
justice  of  Mr.  K.'s  claim  to  having  improved  the 
Limerick  comes  in. 

(See  the  illustrations  from  "  A  Book  of  Angling," 
by  Francis  Francis,  the  first  edition  pubhshed  in 

1867.) 

^  Mr.  F.  says  :  "  The  hook  scale  in  adjoining  plate 
shows  the  best  form  of  Limerick  bend  in  use." 

In  referring  to  the  point  of  the  hook  being  ranked 
outwards,  Mr.  Francis  says,  "  it  increases  the  hold  " 
unless  "  carried  to  excess,"  which  "  causes  the  strike 
to  become  a  scratcli  instead  of  a  hold." 

The  illustrations  I  give  from  "Ephemera's" 
"  Book  of  the  Salmon  "  and  Jones'  "  Guide  to 
Norway,"  published  in  the  forties  of  last  century, 
will  show  that  neither  hooks  nor  flies  have  been 
so  very  much  improved  since  those  days. 

It'^is  absurd  for  Mr.  K.  to  quote  statements  of 
anglers  to  the  effect  that  they  hke  his  improved 
Limerick  as  an  answer  to  my  criticism  that  hooks 
so  made  were  used  and  described  ages  before  his 
"  Salmon  Fly  "  emerged  from  the  "  grub  "  stage. 

Difficulty  of  Pleasing  Mr.  Kelson. 

In  the  Fishing  Gazette  last  week  Mr.  K.  says  : — 

"  I  would  remind  you  that  my  book  '  The  Salmon 
Fly  '  is  recognised  as  the  authority  on  the  subject. 
You,  yourself,  describe  me  in  your  issue  of  Dec.  21, 
1907,  as  "  the  most  famous  maker  and  inventor  of 
salmon  flies  that  this  world  has  ever  seen  or  heard 
of,"  and  he  adds  : — 

"  This  is  indeed  high  praise— higher  than  perhaps 
I  am  entitled  to  ;  but  it  is  your  own." 

That  "  perhaps  "  is  delightful ! 

But  why,  Mr.  K.,  did  you  not  leave  it  at  that  ? 
Why  force  me  to  put  in  print  what  I  should  have 
thought  you  could  have  read  without. 

In  concluding  my  notice  of  the  book  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  April  4,  1896,  I  said  :  — 

"  One  cannot  but  admire  Mr.  Kelson's  enthusiasm, 
his  evident  and  extraordinary  belief  in  his  own 
genius.  There  seem  to  be  two  Kelsons  in  this  book, 
one  is  Kelson,  Imeeling  at  the  feet  of  a  statue  of 
Kelson  the  Great,  worshipping  and  telhng  you  of 
the  things  the  great  master  invented  ;  it  is  a  long 
way  to  look  up  to  the  top  of  the  statue,  which  is  in 
full  salmon  fishing  costume,  but  there,  amid  the 
halo  of  '  standard  colours,'  you  can  see  the  ends 
of  the  well- waxed  moustachios,  and  the  twinkle  in 
the  half-closed  left  eye,  as  he  lifts  his  favourite 
'  bowler.'  " 

Perhaps  Mr.  K.  understands  now.  But  he  is  so 
difficult  to  please— if  I  praise  him  he  questions  my 
praise  ;  if  I  criticise  him  he  says  it  is  "  vitriol' 
He  has  thrown  a  good  many  Latin  "  tags  "  at  me  ; 
here  is  one  for  him,  one  from  what  he  calls  the 
"Taciturnity  of  Time"— from  Tacitus,  anyway 
— which  was  as  near  ass  I  could  go  to  please  him  : 

"  Plura  saepe  peccantur  dum  demeremur,  qmw 
dum  offendimus." 

R.  B.  Marston. 

P.S.— Shall  we  cry  "  quits,"  K.^_  Pax  ?    "  If 
you  frown  on  this  proffered  peace," 
then — 

"  Lay  on,  Macduff  ; 
And  damn'd  be  he  that  first  cries,  '  Hold,  enough ! '  " 
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The  "  Major." 
(From  Jones'  book,  IsfS.) 
Compare  hook  with  Mr.  Kelson's. 


The  "  Butcher." 
[(From  Jones'  book,  1848.) 

Note  the  "  slight  outward  tendency  of  the  point  "  claimed 
by  Mr.  Kelson. 


The  "  Doctor." 

(From  Jones'  book,  1848.) 
Compare  the  hook  with  Mr.  K.'s. 


I 


The  "  Switcher." 
(From  Jones'  book,  1848.) 
To  compare  with  Mr.  Kelson's  hook. 


The  "  ToppY." 

Reproduced  from  the  beautifully-coloured  illus- 
tration of  the  "Toppy"  from  "The  Book  of  the 
Salmon,"  published  by  Messrs.  Longmans  in  1850. 

"  Ephemera  "  says  this  famous  Tweed  pattern  was 
given  to  him  by  Mr.  Forrest,  of  Kelso. 

Mr.  Kelson  gives  it  as  a  general  Usk  pattern, 
invented  by  the  Rev.  A.  Williams.  It  was  in  use  on  the 
Tweed  long  before  Scrope  wrote  his  book  and  named 
the  fly  in  the  early  forties. 

Compare  the  hook  with  Mr.  Kelson's. 


The  "Dandy." 

(From  .Tones'  book,  1848.) 

(Showing  the  Limerick  with  the  "  slight  outward  tendency  " 
of  the  point.) 


The  "  AssAssm." 

Compare  the  "  slight  outward  tendency  "  of  the  point 
of  the  hook  which  Mr.  K.  claims  as  his  invention. 

I  wish  I  could  give  this  fly  in  colour  as  it  appears  in 
Jones'  book  published  by  Messrs.  Longmans  in  1848.  But 
here  is  the  dressing  just  to  how  show  little  we  have 
advanced  :■ — 

Tail. — Golden  pheasant,  guinea-hen,  and  blue  macaw. 

Tag  or  Tip. — Gold  twist  at  end,  then  blue  silk,  then 
scarlet  silk,  with  the  usual  ostrich  butt. 

Body. — Lower  half  dark  blue,  and  upper  half  claret  pig's 
wool. 

Ribbed. — Gold  tinsel. 
Legs. — Dark  claret  hackle. 
Throat. — Jay's  hackle. 

Wing  (Mixed). — Mallard,  teal,  bustard,  black  cockatoo, 
guinea-hen,  golden  tippet,  and  golden  topping  over  all. 
Horns. — Blue  macaw. 
Head. — Black. 
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EECOED  OF  FEESH-WATER  FISH, 
OTHEE  THAN  SALMON,  CAUGHT 
DUEING  THE  PAST  SEASON, 
1907-1908 

AxoTHER  year  has  passed,  and,  according  to  our 
usual  custom,  we  publish  a  hst  of  the  various  fine 
fish  captured  in  rivers  and  lakes  of  the  British 
Islands  during  the  past  twelve  months.  A  very 
large  quantity  of  fine  trout  have  been  caught  in 
Blagdon  Reservoir,  but  we  record  none  less  than 
41b.,  althoiigh  hundreds  under  that  weight  were 
caught  and  carefully  replaced  in  the  water,  to  grow 
bigger  and  afford  sport  to  future  anglers  in  that 
famous  fishery.  The  most  remarkable  captures  of 
the  past  season  were,  in  August,  an  181b.  trout  in 
the  New  River  at  Harringay,  within  five  miles  of  the 
City  of  London,  and  last  September,  a  trout 
weighing  12 Jib.,  in  the  River  Frome,  near  Dor- 
chester— an  unparalleled  record  in  "  di-y-fly  fishing," 
^\ith  a  light  cane-built  rod  and  the  finest  tackle,  the 
fly  being  a  small  Hare's  Ear. 

March,  1907. 
Queensbm-y,  near  HaUfax,  Yorkshire,  trout,  61b.  ; 
Lough  Arrow,  Ireland,  trout,  SJlb.  ;  Lough  Melvin, 
Ireland,  trout,  51b. 

April,  1907. 
Thames — Boveney,  trout,  51b.  and  6Wb.  ;  Marsh 
Lock,  trout,  41b.  ;  Wargrave,  trout,  4flb.  ;  Chertsey 
Weir,  trout,  81b.  3oz.  and  61b.  ;  Shiplake,  trout, 
81b.  5oz.  ;  Shepperton,  trout,  41b.  ;  Cookham,  trout, 
41b.  ;  Henley,  trout,  4|lb.  Dee,  Scotland,  trout, 
6Jlb.  Ouse,  Barcombe  Mills,  Sussex,  trout,  6ilb. 
Loch  Tay,  Scotland,  trout,  101b.  and  51b.  ;  Lough 
Arrow,  Ireland,  trout,  51b.  and  6|lb.  ;  Lough  Mehdn, 
Ireland,  S.  ferox,  51b.,  S^lh.,  51b.  ;  Lough  Gare, 
Ireland,  trout,  101b.  ;  Lough  Conn,  Ireland,  pike, 
191b.  Lake  Windermere,  trout,  4Jlb.  and  51b.  ; 
Kennet,  trout,  51b.  loz.  Thames — Hambledon, 
trout,  41b.  ;  Chertsey,  trout,  41b.  and  4Jlb.  ;  Henley, 
trout,  41b.  and  41b.  ;  Cookham,  trout,  4|lb.  ;  Great 
Marlow,  trout,  41b.  South  Teign,  Devon,  trout, 
61b.  14oz. 

May,  1907. 

Blagdon  Reservoir,  trout,  51b.  14oz.,  41b.  14oz.» 
51b.,  4ilb.,  4|lb.,  41b.  13oz.,  41b.  14oz.,  51b.  14oz.. 
41b.  2oz.,  41b.,  4Alb.,  41b.  9oz.,  41b.  2oz.,  4|lb.,  4|-lb., 
411b.,  4 Jib.,  41b.,  41b.,  411b.,  51b.  3oz.,  5 Jib., 
41b.  14oz.,  41b.  13oz.,  4ilb.,  4lb.  loz.,  41b.  lloz.,  41b., 
41b.  14oz.,  41b.,  41b.  14oz.,  41b.  3oz.,  41b.  6oz., 
41b.  .3oz.,  411b.,  4ilb.,  51b.,  41b.,  41b.,  4|lb.,  4ilb., 
41b.  2oz.,  41b.,  4Jlb.,  41b.,  4Jlb.  Avon,  Somersetsliire, 
trout,  101b.  Thames — Chertsey,  trout,  51b.  lloz., 
5ilb.,  41b.  lloz.  ;  Sunbury,  trout,  4Jlb.,  41b.,  41b., 
and  4ilb.  ;  Boveney,  trout,  6|lb.,  41b.,  and  41b.  ; 
Radcot,  trout,  4|lb.  and  5jlb.  ;  Medmenham,  trout, 
4|lb.  and  4Jlb.  ;  Cookham,  trout,  4flb.  ;  Marlow, 
trout,  41b.  ;  Henley,  trout,  4|lb.  ;  Sonning,  trout, 
6|lb.  ;  Aston,  trout,  51b.  5oz.  ;  Lechlade,  trout, 
6Jlb.  Colne,  Rickmansworth,  trout,  61b.  5oz.  Lea, 
Ware,  trout,  4Jlb.  Arrow,  Boyle,  Ireland,  trout, 
71b.  14oz.  and  51b.  ;  Lough  Melvin,  Ireland,  4Jlb., 
4Jlb.,  ejlb.,  and  71b.  Lough  Conn,  Ireland,  trout, 
4ilb.  and  4^1b.  Lough  Corrib,  Ireland,  trout,  lOJlb., 
121b.,  101b.,  51b.,  91b.,  81b.,  61b.,  7Jlb.,  61b.,  8ilb., 
7ilb.,  5ilb.,  71b.,  51b.,  6ilb.,  71b.,  7ilb.,  91b.,  81b., 
6|lb.  Lough  Mask,  Ireland,  trout,  101b.,  SJlb.,  71b., 
and  51b.    Lough  Conib,  Ireland,  pike,  21  Jib. 

June,  1907. 

Blagdon,  trout,  4ilb.,  4ilb.,  41b.,  41b.,  41b.  2oz.' 
41b.,  4Jlb.,  4ilb.,  41b.,  411b.,  4ilb.,  4|lb.,  41b.,  4ilb., 
4tlb.,  41b.,  41b.  2oz.,  41b.  lOoz.,  41b.  6oz.,  4ilb. 
Lough  Arrow,  Ireland,  trout,  51b.  5oz.,  81b.,  6]b., 
41b.,  4,i]b.,  51b.,  5ilb.,  4ilb.,  41b.,  4ilb.,  51b.,  61b., 
51b.,  61b.,  41b.,  41b.,  71b.,  4ilb.,  71b.,  51b.,  41b.,  41b., 
41b.,  611b.,  61b.,  41b.,  6Jlb.,  41b.,  5ilb.,  41b.,  4ilb., 
41b.,  71b„  411b.,  7Jlb.,  61b.,  51b.,  61b.,  4ilb.,  4|lb., 
6|lb.,  4ilb.,  511b.,  511b.,  41b.,  and  441b.  Lough 
Erne,  trout,  51b.  and  61b.  Lough  Derg,  trout,  6 Jib. 
and  81b.  Lough  Conn,  trout,  441b.,  41b.,  41b.,  and 
61b.  ;  pike,  221b.  Lough  Melvin,  trout,  541b.  and 
441b.  Westmeath  Lakes,  trout,  41b.,  41b.,  541b.,  and 
5^1b.  Lough  Derravaragh,  Ireland,  trout,  541b. 
Lough  Owel,  Ireland,  trout,  4Jlb.  Lough  Clady, 
Ireland,  trout,  41b.  loz.  Lough  Corrib,  Ireland, 
trout,  41b.  2oz.,  l^lh.,  and  41b.  6oz.  Galway, 
Ireland,  trout,  61b.  Altnacealgach,  Scotland,  trout, 
441b.,  71b.,  and  5Jlb.  Don,  Scotland,  trout,  5Jlb. 
Loch  Inver,  Scotland,  trout  (S.  ferox),  441b.  Loch 
Louie,  Scotland,  trout,  541b.  Loch  Veyatie,  Scot- 
land, trout  (S.  ferox),  91b.    Loch  Shin,  Scotland, 


trout  (S.  ferox),  511b.  Thames— Hambledon,  trout, 
81b.  ;  Shepperton,  trout,  5h\h.  ;  Henley,  trout,  441b. 
New  River,  Hertfordshire'  trout,  51b."  lOoz.,  SJlb., 
51b.,  and  41b.  Kennet,  Berkshire,  trout,  5lb.  5oz. 
Derwent,  Matlock,  trout,  4.ilb.  Nene,  Oundle,  tench, 
4Jlb.    Avon,  Ringwood,  roach,  21b.  2oz. 

July,  1907. 

Blagdon,  trout,  51b.,  4lb.,  441b.,  4ilb.,  4Jlb.,  61b.. 
61b.,  51b.,  41b.,  4|lb.,  4|lb.,  61b.,  4|lb.',  4Jlb.,  and  41b. 
Tyne,  trout,  5Jlb.  Usk,  trout,  441b.  Mildenhall, 
River  Lark,  trout,  941b.  Altnacealgach,  Sfcotland, 
trout  {S.  ferox),  101b',  6|-lb.,  and  61b.  River  Don, 
Scotland,  trout,  41b.  6oz.  Overscaig,  Scotland, 
trout  (S.  ferox),  61b.  Loch  Sliin,  Scotland,  trout, 
(S.  ferox),  91b.  and  5Jlb.  Loch  Kyle,  Scotland, 
trout,  51b.  Pitmedden,  Scotland,  trout,  44Ib.  West 
and  East  Assynt,  Scotland,  trout  [8.  ferox),  441b. 
and  441b.  ;  Lough  Mask,  Ireland,  trout,  61b.  Lough 
Melvm,  Ireland,  trout,  4|lb.  Lough  Shaunaghan, 
Ireland,  trovit,  51b.  Thames — Henley,  trout,  4^ lb.  ; 
barbel,  91b.  ;  chub,  51b.  ;  Twickenham,  carp,  141b.  ; 
Marsh  Lock,  chub,  541b.  and  4Jlb.  ;  Weybridge, 
barbel,  81b.  2oz.  ;  Shepperton,  barbel,  71b.  14oz.  ; 
T\rickenham,  bream,  4416.  ;  Hampton  Court,  bream, 
5Jlb.  Richmond  Park,  Penn  Pond,  carp,  101b.  Lea, 
Cheshunt,  bream,  61b.  lOoz.  Ouse,  Sussex,  carp, 
741b.  Ouse,  Huntingdon,  chub,  41b.  5oz.  None, 
Himtingdon,  tench,  441b.  Witham,  Lincolnshire, 
bream,  61b.  5oz.  and  51b.  lOoz.  Avon,  Hampshire, 
chub,  61b.,  4Jlb.,  41b.  5oz.,  4Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  61b.,  51b., 
and  441b.  Ure,  Yorkshire,  chub,  41b.  6oz.  Lake 
Windermere,  pike,  21  lb.  and  241b.  (query  by  rod 
or  trimmer). 

August,  1907. 

Blagdon,  trout,  51b.,  41b.,  SJlb.,  4|lb.,  41b.,  41b., 
41b.,  51b.,  4ilb.,  4Jlb.,  411b.,  41b.,  4|lb.,  41b.  14oz., 
51b.  2oz.,  51b.,  4lb.,  4ilb.,  4|lb.,  41b.  lOoz.,  41b.  6oz., 
41b.,  441b.,  41b.,  4Jlb.,  and  41b.  Leeds  and  N.W. 
Canal,  trout,  41b.  2oz.  Colne,  Uxbridge,  trout, 
41b.  13oz.  Thames — Sunbury,  barbel,  101b. ;  Henley, 
barbel,  81b.  ;  Twickenham,  bream,  41b.  5oz.  ; 
Twickenham,  barbel,  91b.  ;  Great  Marlow,  barbel, 
61b.  Stour,  Sussex,  perch,  2Jlb.  Arun,  perch, 
21b.  5oz.  Trent,  Nottingham,  barbel,  541b. 
Ouse,  Yorkshire,  barbel,  641b.  Severn,  Hampton 
Lode,  perch,  21b.  IO40Z.  New  River,  Harringay, 
trout,  181b.  North  Walsham,  Norfolk,  bream,  641b. 

September,  1907. 

Blagdon,  trout,  41b.,  51b.,  4ilb.,  41b.  6oz.,  4ilb., 
4|lb.,  4|lb,,  4|lb.,  41b.,  4Jlb.,  41b.,  441b.,  41b.  2oz., 
441b.,  4Jlb.,  41b.,  441b.,  41b.  3oz.,  41b.  6oz.,  41b.  3oz., 
411b.,  411b.,  41b.  lOoz.,  441b.,  '4|lb.,  41b.  13oz., 
41b.  2oz.,  51b.,  51b.  6oz.,  4Jlb.,  41b.,  4flb.,  51b.,  41b., 
4|lb.,  41b.,  41b.,  and  51b.  Lough  Melvin,  Ireland, 
trout,  641b.  and  51b.  Lough  Mourne,  Ireland,  trout, 
6^1b.,  6i-lb.,  5ilb.,  and  741b.  Lough  Mask,  Ireland, 
trout,  441b.,  441b.,  and  5|lb.  Lough  Corrib,  Ireland, 
trout,  441b.,  441b.,  441b.,  5Jlb.,  and  4|lb.  Lough 
Conn,  Ireland,  trout,  51b.,  4flb.,  and  51b.  ;  pike, 
231b.,  211b.,  and  231b.  Lough  Mask,  Ireland, 
pike,  221b.  Cama,  Scotland,  trout,  81b.  and  61b.  ; 
Veyatie,  Scotland,  trout,  51b.  Shinner,  Scotland, 
trout  (*S'.  ferox),  541b.  Loch  Inver,  Scotland,  trout 
(8.  ferox),  641b.  River  Don,  Scotland,  trout,  441b. 
Thames — Henley,  barbel,  81b.  and  61b.  ;  Walton, 
barbel,  61b.  7oz.  ;  Sunbury,  barbel,  71b.  lloz.  ; 
Radcot,  pike,  201b.  Cottingwith,  Yorkshire,  barbel, 
71b.  5oz.  Ouse,  Sussex,  bream,  61b.  7oz.  Trent' 
barbel,  6  Jib.  Avon,  Christchurch,  chub,  S^lb. 
Thames,  Shepperton,  carp,  51b.  lOoz.  Addlestone, 
Surrey,  carp,  201b.  (netted).  Sowley  Pond,  Hants, 
pike,  28.jlb.  (netted).  Ouse,  Sussex,  bream,  61b.  7oz. 
Henley,  Thames,  trout,  41b.  River  Len,  Kent, 
rainbow  trout,  4|lb.  River  Frome,  Dorchester, 
trout  (with  dry-fly),  12Jlb. 

October,  1907. 

Twenty-three  days'  rain,  and  rivers  flooded,  with 
coloured  water,  which  was  disastrous  to  angling. 

Lough  Derg,  Ireland,  trout,  61b.  Lough  Neagh, 
Ireland,  trout,  311b.  (caught  in  net).  Lough  Mourne, 
Ireland,  trout,  7Jlb.  Lough  Conn,  Ireland,  pike, 
21  lb.  River  Hull,  Swing  Bridge,  pike,  191b.  River 
Lea,  Ponders  End,  barbel,  71b.  >Thames,  Kingston, 
barbel,  71b.  Derwent,  Yorks,  chub,  41b.  6oz.  Little 
Ouse,  Barford,  chub,  41b.  lloz. 

November  and  December,  1907. 
Thames,  Shepperton,  roach  (query  hybrid), 
21b.  5oz.  Avon,  Hampshire,  roach,  21b.  Farn- 
borough,  Hampshire,  dace,  1  lb.  loz.  Test,  Romsey, 
Hampshire,  grayhng,  31b.  Colne,  Colnbrook,  bream, 
61b.  Avon,  Hampshire,  pike,  1641b.  Nene,  Lincoln- 
shire, pike,  171b.  Wye,  pike,  181b.  Grantham  Canal 


pike,  18.Ub.  Private  lake,  Notts,  pike,  1911). 
Castle  Howard,  Yorkshire,  pike,  20ilb.  Norfolk. 
Lake,  pike,  2141b.   £]xo  Canal,  pike,  221b. 

January,  1908. 
Thames,  Walton,  chub,  A\\h.  Lea,  Bioxbournc, 
chub,  4lb.  7oz.  Hampton  (^ourt.  Long  Water,  carp, 
141b.  Thames,  Radcot,  pike,  171b.  Rovcsby, 
Lincolnshire,  pike,  231b.  Fiome,  Dorsetshire,  pike, 
231b.  Fisher's  Pond,  Hants,  pike,  241b.  2oz.  Krli;- 
stoke,  Wilts,  pike,  2741b. 

February,  1908. 
Thames,  Hampton,  barbel,  7flb.  Avon,  Christ- 
church,  Hants,  chub,  ejlb.  Severn,  Hampton  Lode, 
perch,  2}lb.  Colne,  Herts,  perch,  21b.  124oz.  Bellas- 
ter  Drain,  Lincolnshire,  roach,  2jlb.  Arun,  Sussex, 
pike,  161b.  and  161b.  ;  Grove  Ferry,  pike,  16Jlb. 
Thames — Abingdon,  pike,  16Jlb.  ;  Caversham,  pike, 
261b.  Avon,  Hants,  pike,  18lb.  Avon,  Warwickshire, 
pike,  ISilb.  Kingschtf,  Northamptonshire,  pike, 
181b.  ^^■altllanlstow  Reservoii-,  i)ike,  201b.  Barton 
Broad,  Norfolk,  pike,  201b.  (ioz.  Wroxham  Broad, 
Norfolk,  pike,  251b.  Kempton  Reservoir,  pike,  251  b. 
and  281b. 

March,  1908. 

Avon,  Hampshire,  perch,  31b.  5oz.  Witham, 
Lincolnshire,  perch,  21b.  4oz.  Colne,  Herts,  perch, 
21b.  12oz.  Nene,  Oundle,  pike,  161b.  and  21  lb. 
Nene,  Market  Deeping,  pike,  101b.  Thames, 
Teddmgton  Weir,  pike,  17  .Jib.  Conway  river, 
Wales,  trout,  41b.  and  4^ lb. 

A  remarkably  fine  perch,  weighing  31b.  15oz., 
caught  in  private  waters — Wiltshire — ^has  recently 
been  added  to  the  collection  of  specimen  fish  of 
the  Croydon  Angling  Society. 

During  January  and  February  many  large  pike — 
"  tyrants  of  the  liquid  plains,  by  raging  famine 
pined  " — fell  victims  to  "  anglers'  lures,"  and  bit 
gimp  for  the  last  time.  Numerous  fine  specimens 
between  121b.  and  281b.  were  caught. 

Alfred  Jardine. 


"  EXPEEIMENTING." 

Whilst  there  are  many  anglers  who  "  specialise  " 
in  one  branch  of  the  sport,  and  find  little  or  no  at- 
traction in  pursuit  of  other  than  one  class  of  fish, 
many  are  keen  "  all-round  "  men,  and  quite  ready 
on  occasion  to  depart  from  "  orthodox  "  methods, 
either  from  a  desire  of  experimentation  or  because 
obscivation  lias  impressed  upon  them  that  few 
rivers  lisli  successfully  in  precisely  the  same  manner, 
and  that  Avluit  may  be  a  very  killing  method  on  one 
river  may  yield  a  very  poor  measure  of  success  on 
another.  Also  there  are  times  when  the  undeviating 
practice  erf  one  method,  even  though  fairly  success- 
ful, becomes  somewhat  stale  and  tedious,  and  a 
change  to  another  style  is  productive  of  increased 
enjoyment,  and  also  may  be  instructive  in  various 
directions  as  well. 

I  confess  to  somewhat  of  a  leaning  towards  experi- 
ments (which  some  of  the  orthodox  school  might 
regard  with  supreme  disdain)  which  tend  to  lessen 
as  far  as  possible  the  monotony  which  would,  after 
a  time,  ensue  upon  catching  the  fish  of  a  particulari 
district  in  which  the  circumstances  of  one's  occupa- 
tion have  unalterably  fixed  one's  domicile  by  one 
cut-and-dried  "  text-book  "  system.  What  one 
may  call  the  artistic  and  dainty  in  angling  has  always 
held  the  greater  attraction  for  me — the  slender, 
curving,  and  springing  fly-rod,  the  gossamer  line, 
glancing  hither  and  thither  as  it  cuts  the  surface  of 
some  darkly  eddying  boulder-pent  pool  in  response 
to  the  struggles  and  dashes  of  a  gallant  trout  making 
his  last  bid  for  liberty,  appeal  much  more  vividly 
to  my  imagination  than,  for  example,  the  sullen 
deep  swim  of  a  big  pike  hooked  on  a  powerful  rod 
and  heavy  tackle,  or  the  comparatively  handicapped 
fight  of  a  41b.  roach  hooked  on  a  20ft.  roach  pole. 
I  do  not  for  a  moment  suppose  I  am  singular  in 
this  respect  or  intend  a  dejarecation  of  these  forms 
of  angling — with  many  the  capture  of  a  large  quan- 
tity of  fish  by  any  not  actually  unsportsmanlike 
means  constitutes  the  greater  pleasure  ;  with  othei  s, 
probably  one  or  two  good  fish  "  artistically  "  taken 
give  more  satisfaction  than  a  creelful  landed  without 
difficulty,  or  the  exercise  of  more  than  a  very 
moderate  amount  of  skill.  Let  us  each  sympathise 
with  and  respect  the  angling  predilection  of  the 
other,  providing  the  recognised  ethics  of  angling  are 
not  violated. 

These  reflections  were  engendered  in  my  mind  by 
a  little  bit  of  "  unconventional  "  roaching  I  indulged 
in  the  other  day,  and  which  rather  illustrates  what 
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I  referred  to  as  to  rivers  not  fishing  alike.    All  the 
"  text-books,"  practically,  say  that  a  roach  should 
be  struck  on  the  detection  of  the  slightest  nibble. 
A  very  good  rule  this,  doubtless,  on  such  hard- 
fished  rivers  as  Thames,  Lea,  Arun,  Stour,  etc., 
but  one  far  from  applicable  to  all  waters.    On  my 
favourite  roaching  river,  the  roach  are  steady, 
deliberate  biters,  and,  in  the  upper  reaches  espe- 
,     cially,  one  may,  as  a  general  rule,  with  confidence 
let  the  tiny  2Jin.  quill  and  wood  float  go  clean  away 
out  of  sight  before  you  put  the  hook  into  your  fish. 
To  strike  "  at  the  faintest  nibble    would  probably 
mean  you  would  not  hook  1  per  cent.   I  remember 
ha\ing  two  London    anglers  etaying    with  me, 
(  "  Dragn3t  "  aud  son^  who  did  very  little   in  my 
pet  swims,  until  they  had  conquered  this  habit 
(previously   acquired,  I  presume,  on    the  rivers 
mentioned)  of  striking  at    the   shghtest  indica- 
tion.   After  they  adopted  letting  the  float  get 
well    sunk  before    "■  hitting,"   they  made  some 
splendid  bags,  for  they  could  fish,  and  were  as  keen 
as  any  I  have  ever  met. 

As  to  imconventional  roaching — well,  I  hied  me 
forth  the  other  afternoon  with  a  distinctly  unortho- 
dox outfit.     I  had  bought  at  a  clearance  sale  in 
town  a  Uttle  10ft.  split  cane— a  tiny  cork-handled 
affair,  slender  to  a  degree,  and  weighing  a  few 
ounces,  and  with  an  amount  of  spring  in  it  that 
many  a  roacher  would  have  regarded  as  rendering 
it  httle  short  of  insanity  to  attempt  to  hook  a  roach 
with.   But  no  trout  being  available,  nor  fly-fishing 
for  coarse  fish  as  yet,  my  yearnings  to  test  that 
diininutive  weapon  induced  me  to  rig  up  a  wee  2in. 
quill  float,  a  check  reelful  of  the  finest  twisted  silk 
line  procurable  (no  thicker  than  ordinary  cotton), 
and  a  fine-drawn  gut  float  line.  No.  9  Crystal  hook, 
carrying  a  tiny  shot.    I  knew  of  certain  even- 
flowing,  gravelly  swims,  where  the  little  river  is  not 
above  fifteen  or  twenty  yards  wide,  which  always, 
,  for  some  reason  (I  know  not  why),  fish  best  in  a 
light  northerly  breeze,  and  where  the  roach  seldom 
run  much  below  the  half-pound,  and  not  infre- 
-quently  are  a  pound  or  more.    A  bicycle  run  of 
three-quarteys  of  an  hour  brought  me  to  a  quiet 
rural  valley,   dotted  here  and  there  with  old- 
fashioned  farmhouses,  and  edged  with  fir  and  oak 
woods.  Leaving  my  bicycle  at  the  quaint  old  gabled 
inn,  I  soon  gained  the  river  banks,  put  my  rod  up 
and  commenced  a  trial  of  its  capabilities.    I  found 
with  the  breeze  behind  me  I  could  easily  reach  two- 
thirds  of  the  distance  across,  and  the  fine  silk  line 
.floated  perfectly  on  the  water.    But,  as  nearly 
always  seems  the  case  when  trying  a  new  outfit, 
the  fish  seemed  absolutely  "  dead  off."    I  then  tried 
light  paternostering  with  paste  near  the  banks,  with 
no  result  either.    After  fishing  for  two  hours  and 
going  nearly  a  mile  down  river  over  all  the  spots  I 
usually  consider  infallible,  I  sat  down  in  rather  a 
disgusted  mood  for  some  lunch  and  a  smoke.  The 
weather  had  turned  colder,  and  frequent  showers  of 
hail  and  sleety  snow  did  not  seem  likely  to  improve 
matters.    An  angler  of  the  roach -pole  fraternity 
came  along,  and  we  compared  notes  ratlier  pessi- 
mistically for  some  time,  and  eventually  I  came  to 
the  conclusion  it  wasn't  worth  while  going  on  with 
the  attempt,  and  started  back  along  the  river  bank. 
•Just  as  I  came  within  sight  of  the  starting-point 
again,  I  saw  a  very  faint  rise  near  the  far  bank. 
Taking  a  long  cast  acrosg  as  a  last  hope  of  "  breaking 
the  duck,"  the  little  float  had  only  travelled  a  few 
yards  when  it  was  gone — vanished  !    I  struck  hard 
in  the  flurry  of  the  moment,  and  mifsed.    "  I'll  give 
you  time  enough  next  go,  my  friend,  if  you  take 
again,"  I  thought,  making  another  longish  throw. 
Bang  went  the  little  float  again,  and,  waiting  about 
three  seconds,  I  hit  him  sharply,  and  this  time  there 
was  no  mistake.    He  fought  up  and  across  the 
stream  all  but  as  well  as  any  trout,  making  the 
little  rod  bend  and  spring  most  delightfully,  and 
sending  gleams  of  golden  light  through  the  clear 
dark  water,  and  in  a  few  minutes  I  had  him  on  the 
shelving  margin,  a  beautiful  roach  nearly  a  pound, 
in  the  most  perfect  condition,  hard,  fat,  and  more 
glittering  silvery  than  any  salmon.    A  pale  watery 
gleam  of  sunshine  stole  out  between  the  hail  showers, 
and  the  roach  seemed  to  suddenly  awake  from  their 
previous  lethargy.    Every  few  minutes  or  so  I  got 
a  thumping  bite,  and  although,  necessarily,  I  missed 
many,  owing  to  not  yet  having  "  got  the  hang  " 
of  the  rod's  action,  and  having  to  gather  from  eight 
to  eleven  yards  of  floating  line  off  the  water  (for  they 
would  not  feed  nearer),  I  soon  found  by  giving  them 
plenty  of  time  and  hitting  pretty  smartly  I  could 
hook  them  with  a  very  satisfactory  degree  of  cer- 
tainty, and  the  sport  they  gave  on  such  a  rod  and 


tackle,  and  in  strong  though  even-flowing  water, 
was  almost  equal  to  trout  fly  fi.shing.  It  seemed  to 
me,  however,  that  these  very  light  split-cane  rods 
have  not  the  "  holding  power  "  of  the  stiffor  green- 
heart,  as  I  lost  several  really  good  fish  after  having 
them^  in  play  for  a  minute  or  two,  apparently  from 
the  "  twig  "  of  the  rod  subsequently  lessoning  the 
hold  of  the  hook  point,  which  I  took  care  to  ascertain 
was  "needle  sharp."  I  wonder  if  the  experience 
of  other  anglers  in  regard  to  split-cane  rods  coincides 
with  this. 

I  grassed  about  a  dozen  and  a  quarter  of  superbly- 
conditioned  roach,  none  very  big  and  none  small 
(about  Jib.  would  be  the  average),  although  this 
was  nothing  to  boast  of  in  this  river,  where  I  have 
caught  many  pounders,  and  one  or  two  2-pounders, 
best  2|lb.),  and  then,  as  the  day  was  fast  falling, 
and  I  was  due  back  in  the  family  circle  for  five 
o'clock  tea,  I  regretfullij  packed  up  rod  and  tackle, 
and,  bestowing  the  catch  upon  the  innkeeper  (who 
has  a  strong  penchant,  strange  to  me,  for  a  supper 
of  fried  roach),  I  mounted  bike  and  was  soon 
speeding  homewards  through  the  frosty  evening  air. 
Well  !  'tis  but  a  simple  tale,  and  merely  jotted 
down  to  illustrate  how  one  may  occasionally  enjoy 
a  change  from  the  older  fashions  of  angling,  and 
should  never  despair  of  some  measure  of  ultimate 
success.  One  would  not,  however,  suggest  the 
abandonment  of  tried  and  recognised  methods  or 
gear  because  a  different  one  is  on  occasion  successful 
and  enjoyable,  but  to  increase  and  vary  one's 
angling  pleasures,  it  is  well  worth  at  times  to  step  out 
of  the  "  beaten  track."  C.  H.  Taylok. 


THE  DAYLIGHT  BILL. 


IN  ANSWER  TO  A  FRIEND  IN  YORK- 
SHIRE, WHO  WROTE  BEMOANING 
THE  ARCTIC  WEATHER,  DOLEFULLY 
DOUBTING  IF  HE  WOULD  GET  ANY 
SPRING  FISHING. 

Your  letter,  dear  A.,  is  a  dismal 

Portmanteau  of  weather-bound  news  ; 
The  hump  that  you've  got  seems  abysmal, 

A  serious  attack  of  the  blues : 
You  appear,  by  your  wailing  colossal. 

Knocked  all  of  a  heap  on  the  head  ; 
Like  some  antediluvian  fossil. 

Pickaxed  in  his  bed  ! 

Cheer  up  !  for  the  snow  on  the  mountain 

Will  melt  at  the  touch  of  the  sun  ; 
And  each  inaccessible  fountain 

Will  fill  up  the  streams  as  they  run. 
The  ardent  and  amorous  heifer 

Full  soon  in  the  meadow  will  play  ; 
And  the  breath  of  a,  balmier  zephyr 

Enliven  the  day. 

Again  will  the  gaudy  Red  Spinner 

Take  turns  with  the  Olive-Bhie  Dun  ; 
One  or  other  will  prove  a  sure  winner. 

And  a  Wickham  is  second  to  none. 
Then  the  Drake,  who  has  painfully  hobbled 

In  his  mummy-like  shuck,  will  come  out, 
To  be  snapped  by  a  swallow,  or  gobbled 

Flip-flop  by  a  trout. 

WTiere  autumn's  red  fruit  in  a  cluster 

Hangs  over  that  pool  on  the  right, 
'Tis  two  years  ago  since  a  buster 

Broke  away  with  my  fly  out  of  sight. 
Four  pounds,  if  an  ounce,  was  the  rascal, 

And,  if  my  intuition  is  true. 
He  has  grown,  and  six  weeks  after  Paschal 

Will  wait  upon  you. 

So  keep  up  your  pecker,  and  polish 

Youi-  rods,  and  your  lines  and  your  creel  ; 
To  Hades  all  doldrums  abolish. 

And  store  up  a  new  stock  of  zeal. 
So  that  later,  on  Driffield  or  Costa, 

By  the  number  and  weight  of  your  kill. 
We  shall  see  without  doubt  you've  not  lost  a 

Darned  atom  of  skill. 


AIr.  Wm.  Willktt,  the  originator  of  that  capital 
idea  for  giving  us  more  daylight  merely  by  altering 
our  clocks  for  a  few  hours  one  Sunday,  wites  in  the 
Spectator  as  follows  :  — 

With  a  Bill  already  before  the  House  of  Commons, 
with  a  hundred  and  seventy  Members  prepared  to 
vote  for  its  second  reading,  with  appreciative  reviews 
from  over  a  hundred  newspapers,  it  is  clear  that  we 
have  passed  the  Slough  of  Despond.  We  are  now 
climbing  the  Hill  Difficulty.  The  Palace  Beautiful 
awaits  us  at  the  top.    What  is  there  to  fear  ? 

Dr.  Warren,  Vice-Chancellor  of  the  University  of 
Oxford,  writes  : — 

"  I  heartily  approve  of  and  should  support  your 
proposal." 

Dr.  Traill,  Provost  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin  :— 

"  I  entirely  approve  of  your  scheme." 

The  Right  Hon.  Austen  Chamberluin,  M.P.  :  — 

"  I  think  it  would  be  a  distinct  boon  to  many  .  .  . 
who  would  find  their  opportunities  for  healthy  out- 
door recreation  greatly  increased." 

The  Bishop  of  Bristol  :— 

"  I  have  from  the  first  been  a  strong  advocate  of 
your  most  interesting  and  valuable  proposal.  I 
have  brought  on  a  discussion  of  it  in  many  social 
gatherings,  and  I  do  not  remember  more  than  one 
occasion  of  definite  opposition.  That  was  a  case  of 
a  man  of  strong  character.  I  asked  him  to  take 
your  printed  proposal  to  his  room  and  look  at  it  in 
detail.  He  gave  it  back  to  me  at  breakfast  '  com- 
pletely convinced.'  " 

Sir  William  Ramsay,  K.C.B.  :— 
'  I  am  very  glad  to  add  my  testimony  to  the 
common-sense  and  applicability  of  the  plan  of 
lengthening  the  '  day  '  which  you  propose.  ...  I 
hope  you  will  manage  to  carry  it  through,  and  any 
service  which  I  can  render  shall  be  gladly  given." 

Sir  Robert  Ball,  M.A.,  LL.D.,  F.R.S.,  etc.  :— 

"  Which  is  the  better  for  our  waking  hours, 
glorious  sunshine  which  costs  us  nothing,  or  expen- 
sive and  incomparably  less  efficient  artificial  light  ? 
Only  perverted  habits  could  make  us  hesitate  as  to 
the  answer  to  this  question.  The  admirable  scheme 
of  Mr.  Willett  will  rescue  210  hours  of  our  waking 
life  from  the  gloom  of  man's  puny  efforts  at  illumi- 
nation, and  substitute  for  it— sunbeams.  There 
are  no  difficulties  connected  with  the  scheme  which 
could  weigh  for  a  moment  against  the  advantages  of 
its  adoption." 

If  all  who  can  anticipate  the  glory  of  the  prospect 
which  lies  before  us  \vi\l  lend  a  hand  to  secure  its 
realisation,  and  will  do  so  quickly,  we  shall  secure 
it.  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  should  lead  in  this 
matter.  To  allow  even  another  year  to  pass  with 
summer  days  marred  as  they  have  been  for  genera- 
tions would  be  a  shame.  Everyone  who  can  do  so 
should  distribute  some  literature  and  letters  already 
tynped  for  them  to  send  to  their  friends  asking  for 
their  support.  Large  quantities  will  be  forwarded 
in  return  for  any  sum  of  money  tha,t  may  be  sent 
to  me  from  3s.  upwards.  Copies  of  "  The  Waste 
of  Daylight  "  pamphlet  can  be  had  from  me  for  two 
penny  stamps,  or  with  another  pamphlet  giving 
extracts  from  letters  from  many  eminent  men  for 
six  penny  stamps.— I  am,  Sii',  etc., 

Sloane-square,  S.W.  Wm.  Willett. 

[Anglers  ought  to  give  hearty  support  to  this 
movement.  The  fact  that  Sir  Robert  Ball,  the 
astronomer,  favours  it  is  good  enough  for  me  — 
Ed.  F.G.] 


For  Spring  is  "  ethereal  mildness  "  ; — 
And  though  she  will  oftentimes  lapse 

To  a  somewhat  inordinate  wildness. 
Next  week  will  be  finer — perhaps  ! 

In  spite  of  Siberian  showers. 

Don't  hide  your  head  under  your  wing  (poor 
thing  !) 

But  wait  for  the  ferns  and  the  flowers. 
And  welcome  the  Spring  ! 

T.  Sanctuary,  M.D. 


Revised  Timing  of  London  to  Paris  Night 
Service.— The  London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast 
Company  announce  that  on  and  from  April  1  their 
night  service  from  London  to  Paris,  via  Newhaven 
and  Dieppe,  will  leave  Victoria  and  London  Bridge 
stations  at  8.45  p.m.  instead  of  at  9.10  p.m.,  and 
will  run  con-espondingly  earlier  throughout.  The 
earlier  arrival  in  Paris  will  improve  the  connection 
with  the   8.25   a.m.  train   from  Paris-Lyon  for 
Switzerland,  via  Pontarlier,  etc.,  and  other  import- 
ant trains  from  the  P.L.M.,  Est,  Orleans,  and 
Ouest  stations.    The  arrival  at  Havre,  via  Rouen, 
will  also  be  accelerated  by  two  hours. 
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DEATH  OP  AN  ANGLES  WHO 
FISHED  TILL  OVER  ONE 
HUNDRED   YEARS   OF  AGE. 


The  Mamhester  Evening  Chronicle  of  {June  28, 
1907,  had  the  following  note  : — 

Expert  Anglee  Acied  100. 

"  A  man  who  has  just  celebrated  his  hundredth 
birthday,  named  WiUiam  Williams,  a  native  of 
Pwllheli,  is  to  be  seen  daily  in  almost  all  weathers 
fishing  the  Soch,  a  free  trout  stream  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  PwllheU.  The  old  man  is  a  capital 
fisherman,  and  rarely  leaves  the  riverside  without  a 
good  basket.  He  dresses  his  own  flies,  and  feels  none 
the  worse  for  the  seven  miles'  walk  which  each 
fishing  expedition  entails." 

Being  naturally  interested  in  the  matter,  I  wanted 
further  information,  and  not  knowing  how  otherwise 


get  a  photograph  of  the  old  gentleman.  I  asked 
him  to  do  so,  and  on  July  31,  1907,  he  wrote  : — 

"  In  reply  to  yours  re  William  Williams,  I  cycled 
to  see  him.  He  is  a  widower,  living  with  his  sister, 
who  is  near  his  age  I  questioned  him  as  to  his 
age  ;  he  said  he  was  over  100,  but  could  not  give 
me  the  exact  date.  He  goes  by  the  river  almost 
every  day,  and  manageg  very  well  considering  his 
sight  is  going  gradually,  and  hia  hand  shaky.  He 
caught  one  fish  in  my  presence.  I  got  out  of  him 
that  he  had  a  daughter,  and  I  went  to  see  her,  and 
asked  the  age  of  her  father.  She  said  :  '  I  am 
sixty-eight,  and  my  father  was  thirty-two  when  he 
Was  married.'  I  went  to  see  the  oldest  minister  in 
this  tovm  who  knew  WiUiam  WilUams,  and  I  enclose 
his  letter  for  you  to  see." 

The  Rev.  John  Ellis  kindly  gave  the  following  : — 
"  Minalt,  PwUheh,  July  30,  1907. 

"  I  believe  that  I  can  certify  with  confidence 


Mk.  Williams,  the  Old  Welsh  Angler  who  Fished  after  he 
WAS  One  Hdndeed. 


to  get  it,  I  thought  I  would  write  to  a  photographer 
at  Pwllheli,  to  ask  if  he  could  get  me  a  photograph 
of  the  old  angler.    In  my  office  I  have  a  copy  of 
Macdonald's   capital  Directory   of   England  and 
Wales — a  work  of  over  7000  pages  in  two  volumes  ;  ' 
by  one  of  those  extraordinary  accidents  which 
happen  occasionally,  although  I  took  up  a  volume  ' 
and  opened  it  haphazard,  the  first  thing  which 
caught  my  eyes  was  the  address  of  Mr.  Morgan  ' 
Evans,  photographer  of  Pwllheli.  I 
Mr.  Evans,  in  reply  to  my  inquiries,  told  me  it  ] 
was  quite  true  that  Mr.  William  Williams  had 
passed  his  hundredth  birthday,  and  fished  daily  I 
and  made  his  own  flies.    He  added  : — 

I 

"  I  have  found  out  that  he  is  a  native  of  Pwllheli,  ■ 
but  for  some  years  past  has  been  living  in  a  little  ' 
cottage  beyond  Zam,  which  is  eleven  miles  fi-om 
PwUheli." 

Mr.  Evana  said  if  I  wished  it  he  would  go  and 


that  William  Williams,  mariner  and  fisherman,  late 
of  this  town,  spent  his  life  here  until  lately.  He 
has  removed  to  the  country,  and  lives  now,  I  believe, 
with  a  sister  or  near  relative  at  Naigwl,  near 
Botwnoy.  I  have  known  him  since  I  was  about  ten  or 
twelve  years  of  age,  and  that  is  sixty  years  ago  ; 
he  was  then  in  the  prime  of  life,  say,  from  thirty 
years  upwards,  and  if  I  am  correct,  which  I  believe  I 
am,  he  must  be  about  a  hundred  years  of  age.  There 
is  another  man  in  town  here,  he  is  eighty-two  years 
old,  and  has  known  Williams  from  his  childhood,  and 
he  confirms  that  he  must  be  at  least  of  that  age. 
(Signed)       "  John  Ellis, 

"  CM.  Minister,  Pwllheli." 
As  there  appears  to  be  no  registration  of  the 
birth  of  William  Williams,  whose  death  took  place 
last  week,  I  got  these  particulars  together,  and  I 
think  that  they  substantiate  the  old  angler's  claim. 
I  also  give  the  portrait  which  Mr.  Evans  took  for 
me.  R.  B.  Marston,  Ed.  F.G. 


"A  WONDERFUL  ESCAPE." 


A  London  day  was  drawing  to  its  close — a 
summer's  day,  a  blazing,  airless,  toilsome  London 
day,  and  we,  Edwards  and  myself,  old  fishing 
friends,  smoked  the  meditative  pipe  and  discussed 
a  joyful  escape  from  bricks  and  mortar.  "  What 
we  want,"  said  Edwards  suddenly,  "  what  we  want 
is  a  quiet  week's  fishing."  I  nodded  slowly,  and 
watched  a  smoke  ring  vanish  into  space.  "  It 
is  a  world  of  disappointment,"  I  said ;  "of  un- 
requited hopes  and  unfulfilled  desires.  There 
never  was  a  time,"  I  continued,  "  in  all  my  life 
when  I  did  not  want  a  quiet  week's  fishing." 
"  Well,  then,"  said  Edwards  decisively,  "  why 
not  ?  "  Smilingly  I  pushed  the  usquebaugh  towards 
him,  shaking  my  head  sadly  the  while.  "  Why 
not  ?  "  he  repeated,  replenishing  our  glasses  as  he 
spoke. 

"Well,"  I  said,  "you  know  my  people  rather 
want  me  to  go  about  with  them  and  see  things.*" 
"See  things?"  said  he,  looking  at  me  in  some 
alarm.  "  Yes,"  I  answered  hastily,  "  yes,  parades,, 
promenades,  castles,  and — and  municipal  buildings,, 
and  all  that  sort  of  thing." 

"  I  don't  mind  a  castle  myself — when  there's  a, 
moat  round  it,"  said  Edwards,  and  added  re- 
flectively, "  but  what  we  really  want  is  a  thorough 
good  rest,  and  the  best  place  to  get  that  is  our 
pond."  Oh,  artful  Edwards !  what  chance  had 
all  the  town  halls  in  England  as  counter  attrac- 
tions to  that '?  Large  and  deep  and  fishy,  down  in 
the  hollow  of  the  Sussex  Weald  it  lies,  the  very 
home  of  silence  and  of  rest — our  pond.  In  a 
moment  its  magic  was  upon  me — no  need  for 
further  words  or  more  ado. 

"  When  shall  we  start  ?  "  I  said.  "  To-morrow 
night,"  answered  Edwards,  "  the  usual  time." 
No  call  for  Bradshaw,  we  knew  every  possible 
train  that  could  take  us  down  to  our  dreamy 
corner  of  old-world  Sussex.  "  Eight,"  I  said,  "to- 
morrow night ;  a  few  hours  in  bed,  then  up  and  out 
at  daybreak."  So  said  we  both,  and  so,  too,  I  think 
would  say  all  good  anglers  did  they  once  know  and 
understand  the  quiet  fascination  of  our  pond. 

It  was  morning,  very  early  morning ;  the  sky- 
line of  the  eastern  downs  showed  just  a  glint  of 
grey  against  the  blackness  of  the  night,  and  we  up 
and  dressed  were  making  our  noiseless  way 
past  the  sleeping  farm  and  silent  homesteads  along 
the  winding  bridle-path  that  led  us  across  fields 
and  meadowland  to  the  little  wood,  where,  hidden 
from  observation  and  the  "  busy  haunts  of  men," 
was  the  scene  of  many  treasured  memories — our 
pond. 

"  Come,  lay  by  all  care,  and  hang  up  all  sorrow, 
Let's  angle  to-day  and  ne'er  f^ink  of  the  morrow." 

'Twas  a  fishing  day,  indeed — calm,  serene,  and 
still ;  the  black,  deep  waters  unmoved,  save  where 
the  rising  bubbles  showed  a  feeding  fish.  Quietly 
we  unpack,  and  as  quietly  fit  our  rods  together ; 
to-day  we  may  hope  for  even  some  of  those  mighty 
carp  that  were  young  when  Nelson's  ships  were 
building — the  oaks  of  this  very  forest  went  to  the 
making  of  them,  so  the  story  goes. 

To-day,  then,  is  to  be  a  day  of  days !  How 
quiet  it  is  ;  how   "  What  was  that  ?  " 

We  became  suddenly  conscious  that  we  were  not 
absolutely  alone ;  there  were  sounds  as  if  some 
heavy  bodies  were  forcing  a  resistless  passage 
through  the  thick  undergrowth  behind  us,  and, 
sure  enough,  breaking  down  boughs  and  brushwood 
as  they  came,  a  stampede  of  frightened  animals — 
cows,  sheep,  and  horses — tore  madly  past,  their 
terrified  appearance  recalling  to  mind  a  description 
I  had  read  in  boyhood's  days  of  a  prairie  fire.  I 
am,  I  hope,  equal  to  the  average  man  in  personal 
courage.  I  have  faced  many  a  village  constable 
and  infuriated  gamekeeper,  I  have  spun  the  glitter- 
ing "  Kill-Devil "  in  trout  streams  sacred  to  the 
dry-fly  purist,  and  once  have  I  smoked  a  smuggled 
cigar,  sipping  the  while  contraband  brandy,  within 
sight  of  the  very  Customs  office  itself. 

But  here  was  a  situation  entirely  imsought  and 
inexplicable — here,  as  the  first  grey  streaks  of  dawn 
were  slowly  breaking  throiigh  the  dark,  mysterious 
shadows  of  the  night — here  were  we,  two  peaceful, 
honest  anglers  seated  by  our  favourite  waterside, 
seeking  rest  and  quiet  from  the  city's  turmoil,  and 
finding  instead  such  a  scene  as  might  have  been 
confidently  looked  for  in  North-West  America  in 
the  early  fifties. 

"  What  can  it  be  ?  "  said  Edwards,  hoarsely,  as 
he  stepped  hastily  aside  that  two  cows  and  a. 
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donkey  might  continue  their  mad  career.  "  Heaven 
knows,"  I  answered,  trying  to  speak  calmly  whilst 
dodging  a  farm  horse  that  had  not  hurried  for 
years,  but  that  now  passed  us  at  a  speed  sufficient 
to  put  any  but  a  racing  motor  to  the  blush.  "  Am 
I  awake  ? — are  we  here  ? — are  you  with  me,  or  is 
this  some  frightful  phantasm  of  a  tired  brain  ?  " 

"It's  ,"  but  what  Edwards  would  have  said 

will  never  be  known,  for  even  as  he  spoke  there 
i-ose  upon  the  chill  morning  air  such  a  sound  as 
made  our  blood  run  cold.  j 
Close  to  us,  almost,  it  seemed,  at  our  very  feet,  ' 
we  heard  a  deep  and  mighty  roar.    Long  years  of 
bird-nesting  had  made  us  pretty  quick  at  climbing 
trees,  but  never  before  had  either  of  us  ascended 
to  such  dizzy  heights  with  such  lightning  rapidity. 
At  that  moment  of  terror  there  had  been  no  time 
for  selection  of  the  fittest— the  one  controlling  idea 
had  been  to  put  ourselves  just  as  far  from  earth  and 
danger  as  possible,  and  that  in  the  very  shortest 
space  of  time ;  consequently  neither  of  our  resting  ; 
places  occurred  to  us  on  consideration  as  being 
particularly  well  chosen  or  safe.   I  clung  wildly  with 
legs  and  arms  to  a  tall  thin  poplar  that  my  weight 
swayed  to  and  fro  with  an  awful  suggestion  of  [ 
breaking,  whilst  Edwards  sat  out  on  a  bough  that  | 
hung  dangerously  over  the  exact  spot  whence  the 
roaring  now  proceeded.  The  lion— for  lion  without 
doubt  it  was — whether  from  a  sense  of  disappoint- 
ment  at  having  missed  us  or  of  mistaken  humour  ! 
at  the  success  of  his  practical  joke,  roared  once 


poor,  poor  friend."  Weak,  inglorious  thoughts  I 
fear,  but,  gentle  reader,  wouldn't  you  have  thought 
them  too— I  wonder  ?  Edwards  must  have  felt  as 
I  did,  for  I  heard  his  bough  creak  ominously  as  he 
crept  cautiously  a  little  nearer  to  the  thin  end  of  it. 
Would  the  lion  climb,  I  mused,  or  would  Edwards 
creep  to  breaking  point,  and  thus  fall  an  easy 
victim  at  his  feet ;  the  affair  was  really  becoming 
more  interesting  every  minute. 

Egbert  Stanley. 


(To  be  continued.) 

THE   COKNISH  EIVIEEA, 
FALMOUTH. 

On  Friday,  March  13,  several  members  of  the 
Falmouth  Town  Coimcil  were  present  to  see  500 
Loch  Leven  trout  safely  transferred  to  the  Corpora- 
tion water  known  as  "  Swanpool,"  which  is  specially 
adapted  for  the  cultivation  of  trout  and  trout  fishing. 
The  pool  is  about  sixteen  acres  in  extent,  and  is  fed 
by  streams  at  one  end  from  the  surrounding  hi)ls, 
and  empties  itself  into  the  sea  at  the  other  end. 

Lying  in  a  secluded  valley,  surrounded  by  beauti- 
ful scenery,  and  close  to  the  town,  cliffs,  and  beaches, 
Swanpool  is  an  ideal  spot  for  the  angler.  It  already 
contains  trout,  and  the  largest  one  recorded  last 
season  weighed.  3Jlb.  By  introducing  a  fresh  supply 
of  fish,  the  authorities  are  endeavouring  to  make 


or  twice  again,  and  then,  with,  it  appeared,  one  eye 
on  Edwards  and  the  other  on  myself,  laid  quietly  ' 
down  midway  between  the  two  trees,  apparently  ! 
.with  the  dreadful  intention  of  awaiting  events.  "  Can 
he  climb  ?  "  asked  Edwards,  edging  still  further 
along  his  bending  bough.  "Let's  hope  not,"  I  called 
back,  cursing  the  while  a  breeze  that  had  sprung  up, 
and  that  tended  to  sway  my  sapling  more  perilously  i 
than  ever.  The  awfuhiess  of  those  moments  will 
never  quite  be  forgotten  ;  aH  my  past  Ufe  flashed 
before  me  as  I  clung  to  that  sapUng.  Oh  the  vows 
of  betterment  I  took  ;  all  the  good  resolutions  of  all 
my  firsts  of  January  came  back  to  me  and  were 
renewed  a  hundredfold.  Why,  why  had  I  not  taken 
the  home  advice  and  gone  for  a  sensible,  instructive, 
educational  hoUday  instead  of  rushing  madly  down 
to  fishing  and  a  fearful  end.  Had  good  Izaak  Walton,  \ 
the  great  master  angler,  himself  arrived  at  that 
moment,  I  believe  I  should  have  joyously  handed 
mm  over  to  the  Hon,  and  sworn  it  was  felo  de  se  at 
the  subsequent  inquest.  Whether  as  a  direct  result 
of  my  good  resolutions  or  from  some  other  cause  I  ; 
do  not  know,  but  at  the  end  of  what  seemed  to  be 
half  a  hfetime  (it  was  really  about  twenty  minutes) 
of  suspense,  the  lion  slowly  rose  and,  without  so  much 
M  a  glance  in  our  direction,  walked  gently  to 
Edwards'  basket  and  thoughtfully  sniffed  it. 

I  confess  to  a  secret  thrill  of  reUef  at  his  choice  of 
baskets.  "  Now,"  thought  I,  "  he  will  get  upon 
the  trail,  eat  Edwards  first,  while  I,  for  the  present, 
at  least,  am  safe,  and  may  even  descend  and  escape 
when  this  King  of  Beasts  is  fully^^gorged  with  my 


Fabnouth,a  popular  resort  for  anglers,  and  they  are 
to^be  congratulated  on  their  sporting  enterprise,  and 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  stock  of  fish  may  be  kept 
up  by  introducing  other  strains  of  trout  periodically. 

For  those  who  prefer  sea-fishing,  Falmouth  stands 
sejond  to  none  in  this  country,  with  its  tidal  harbour 
to  the  extent  of  ten  miles,  surrounded  with  scenery 
unequalled,  teeming  with  fish  during  the  season, 
and  those  who  can  stand  the  motion  of  deep-sea 
fishii^.  Its  bays,  coves,  and  the  famous  Manacles 
afford  abimdant  sport. 

The  G.W.R.  rims  a  fast  through  train  daily,  and 
on  leaving  London  at  10.30,  reaches  Fahnouth  at 
4.50,  which  enables  the  angler  to  be  on  the  water 
by  six  o'clock.  Further  particulars  may  be  obtained 
from  the  town  clerk.  g 


FISHING  AT  KYLLBERG  AND 
WILDBAD'  IN  1874. 


(Continued  from  page  222.) 
In  his  book,  "My  Life  as  an  Angler,"  the  late 
Mr.  \V  m.  Henderson  has  a  chapter  on  fishing  on 
the  Continent,  from  which  we  take  the  following 
extracts : — 

I  BEGAN  fishing  about  eleven  o'clock,  and  soon 
had  seyeral  bites  with  the  worm.  The  missing  of 
the  fish  surprised  me ;  however,  I  soon  captured 
a  fine  fat  trout  of  half  a  pound  weight,  and  was  in 
hopes  of  making  a  tolerable  day.    The  want  of 


wading-boota  and  the  necessity  of  keeping  my  feet 
dry  told  greatly  against  my  commanding  the  best 
haunts  of  the  fish ;  however,  I  persevered  on  till 
two  o'clock  without  taking  another  trout.  My 
only  captures  were  a  large  gudgeon,  a  dace  eight 
inches  long,  and  the  landing  of  some  scores  of  a 
beautiful-looking  small  fish  whose  name  I  learned 
to  be  "bar\en."    This  fish  is  about  five  inches 
long,  with  flat  sides  like  a  roach,  scales  bright  as 
silver,  and  a  leather-fleshed  mouth  ;  but  the  stripe, 
which  generally  runs  in  a  straight  line  down  the 
side  from  the  gill-cover  to  the  tail,  was  in  this  fish 
of  a  tortuous  shape.    I  only  basketed  two  or  three 
samples,  and  threw  the  rest  into  the  stream  as  too 
small  for  carrying  home.    Soon  after  two  o'clock 
I  came  to  where  a  railway  bridge  crossed  the 
stream,  and  quite  altered  its  character  for  a  space 
of  twenty  yards.    Instead  of  the  equal  rapid  run- 
ning water,  the  piers  of  the  bridge  made  a  deep 
gully  which  whirled  suddenly  round.    My  spirits 
rose,  and  I  prepared  for  a  change  of  fortune  Dy 
choosing  a  worm  of  faultless  form,  though  like  its 
neighbours  soft  and  untoughened  by  moss.  The 
line  fell  on  the  intended  spot,  and  being  well 
shotted  sunk  deep  in  the  gully.    There  was  a 
pause,  a  slight  shake,  a  pull,  a  run  of  the  line, 
and  another  trout  of  half  a  pound  sprang  upon  the 
bank.    I  felt  thankful  for  sma'  mercies,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  impale  a  fine  lob,  believing  that  if  a 
large  trout  was  in  the  neighbourhood  it  would  be 
met  with  here.    Nor  was  my  calculation  wrong. 
The  line  ran  out  with  a  swiftness  that  told  of  a 
prize  at  stake;    the  fish   fought   gallantlv,  and 
victory  was  long  doubtful,  as  the  only  landing- 
place  possible  consisted  of  huge  stones,  which 
stood  high  out  of  the  water.    Great  was  my  joy 
at  beholding  there  a  noble  fish  of  lovely  coloiu:, 
hog-backed  and  deep-bellied,  weighing  more  than 
one  and  a  half  pound. 

My  little  Frenchman  capered  and  indulged  in  a 
score  of  "Men  magniftques,"  which  seemed  to  do 
him  a  great  deal  of  good,  while  I  cast  the  line 
again  in  this  favoui-ed  spot,  and  immediately  took 
another  fish  of  one  pound  weight.  My  basket  now 
consisted  of  four  fine  trout,  and  feeling  tired  in 
Umb,  I  put  on  the  fly  and  turned  down  stream, 
hopmg  to  keep  free  from  those  troublesome  barven 
But  this  was  not  to  be  ;  every  cast  they  rose  at  the 
flies,  and  after  throwing  a  score  of  them  into 
the  water  I  gave  up  the  contest  and  made  for  the 
Village.  I  noticed  that  there  were  few  flies  on  the 
stream  except  the  Great  Stone  Fly,  some  of  which 
were  neai-ly  twice  the  size  of  those  in  England. 

The  hills,  well  covered  with  forest  trees  and 
vmes,  enclosed  a  narrow  valley,  the  whole  landscape 
being  rich  and  beautiful  bevond  description.  As 
we  approached  the  ^'illage''my  olfactory  nerves 
warned  me  of  horrors  to  come.    The  houses  looked 
fairly  comfortable,  quite  equal  to  those  of  our 
English   peasantry,  but  the  svu-roundings  were 
terrible.    There  was  a  huge  dunghill  in  front  of 
every  house,  and  it  was  the  season  for  stirrin"  up 
and  removing  the  manure  to  the  fields,  the  result 
was  obnoxious  indeed.     Deciding  that  Kyllbei-^' 
ruust  be  worse  even  than  Cologne,  as  sxmg  by  Cole" 
ridge,  I  shut  my  mouth  and  nostrils  and  ran  for  it 
but,  alas  !  the  village  was  too  long,  and  I  imbibed 
gallon  after  gallon  of  thick  efiiu%-ia  which  I  would 
have  given  anything  to  keep   from   mv  lungs. 
However,  we  reached  our  Gasthof  at  last,'where  a 
clean  room,  a  well-cooked  heeisteaii,j)ommesfrite's, 
coffee,  eggs,  and  bread  and  butter  restored  nature' 
and  after  an  hour's  sleep  I  returned  to  Treves,  well 
pleased  with  my  first  day's  fishing  in  a  German 
trout  stream.    Next  day  the  trout  I  had  caught 
were  cooked  and  pronounced  excellent.    .\11  were 
firm  and  good,  but  the  largest  was  as  red  as  the 
reddest  spring  salmon  ever  taken  in  Tweed. 

I  find  that  my  ill-success  was  to  be  accounted  for 
by  the  constant  netting  of  the  river  by  the  owner, 
who  sells  the  fish  to  the  innkeepers  at  Treves.  The 
gully  below  the  railway  bridge  was  probably  the 
only  place  I  fished  where  netting  was  impossible, 
and  hence  my  success  there.  But  for  this  netting 
the  Kyll  would  be  a  splendid  river. 

Jiine  13.— We  arrived  at  Wildbad  at  8  p.m.  in  a 
violent  storm  of  rain,  and  went  I  to  the  admirably- 
managed  Klumpp  Hotel. 

Wildbad  is  a  large  village  in  the  Black  Forest, 
containing  three  or  four  hotels,  besides  the  very 
fine  buildings  in  which  the  baths  are  placed.  The 
baths  are  peculiar  in  that  they  are  taken  at  the 
very  temperature  in  which  the  water  emerges  from 
the  grotmd— that  is,  about  92  degrees  Fahrenheit. 
In  fact,  the  water  rises  through  fine  sand,  on  which 
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the  bather  rests,  the  water  bubbling  up  beneath 
and  around  him.  Only  ten  minutes  are  generally 
allowed  for  a  bath,  the  waters  being  very  powerful 
in  their  effects.  The  sensation  they  cause  is 
delicious.  After  the  bath  an  hour  is  to  be  spent 
in  bed,  but  sleep  is  not  permitted  for  fear  the 
bather  should  fall  into  a  dangerous  lethargy.  It  is 
really  no  easy  matter  to  keep  awake,  and  every 
device  is  resorted  to  by  the  attendants  to  keep  their 
victims  from  sleep.  It  occurred  to  me  that  the 
mothers  of  refractory  infants  might  avail  them- 
selves with  advantage  of  these  soporific  waters— 
the  most  outrageous  "  Moloch  "  could  not  resist  a 
few  minutes  in  a  Wildliad  bath,  and  his  mother,  as 
well  as  his  attendant  "Johnnie,"  would  feel  the 
relief. 

Wildbad  lies  in  a  land  of  steep  hills  and  valleys, 
a  lovely  little  river  with  water  as  clear  as  crystal 
bustling  along  through  every  valley.  These 
streams  would  abound  with  fine  trout,  only  the 
masters  of  the  hotels  offer  as  high  a  price  as  half 
a  crown  per  lb.  for  all  that  are  brought  them  alive. 
Every  hotel  has  its  wooden  tank  at  the  river's 
edge,  well,  alas,  too  well!  filled  with  trout.  I 
have  seen  some  fish  swimming  in  them  from  3lb. 
to  41b.  weight.  The  hills  range  from  600  to  800 
feet  high,  and  are  thickly  covered  with  dark  pine 
trees  overshadowing  a  rich  growth  of  bleaberry 
bushes,  and  thick  grass  always  green  in  conse- 
quence of  the  frequent  rains.  No  ploughed  land 
is  to  be  seen,  so  the  rivers  are  extremely  bright 
and  clear.  Once  during  an  unusually  heavy  rain 
my  eye  was  gladdened  by  seeing  the  stream  come 
down  a  rich  porter  colour,  reminding  me  of  the 
bonnie  spates  of  Northumberland. 

The  little  Eiver  Enz  flows  straight  through  the 
centre  of  the  village  ;  its  course  is  rapid,  chiefly 
among  large  boulder  stones,  and  though  fairly 
stocked  with  trout  there  are  but  few  quiet  pools 
in  which  they  can  rest.  The  Enz  is  generally 
about  25ft.  wide,  and  is  easily  commanded  by  the 
angler  from  bank  to  bank.  For  a  few  miles  both 
above  and  below  Wildbad  it  is  preserved,  and 
many  English  visitors  fish  in  the  evenings,  chiefly 
with  fly,  some  few  with  artificial  minnows,  but 
none  save  myself  with  worm.  Before  this 
season,  fly,  minnow,  and  worm  were  all  permitted 
by  the  authorities  who  issued  tickets  of  fishing- 
leave.  But  some  gentlemen,  whose  angling  had 
been  in  the  south  of  England  with  fly  only,  were 
unenlightened  enough  to  look  upon  other  branches 
of  the  gentle  art  with  disdain,  and  by  private 
application  they  succeeded  in  restricting  all  leave 
for  fishing  to  persons  as  ignorant  as  themselves. 
Knowing  the  comparative  futility  of  angling  with 
a  lure  unsuited  to  the  season,  I  was  obliged  each 
evening  to  go  to  a  considerable  distance  so  as  to 
get  beyond  the  boundary  of  these  gentremen's 
happy  hunting  grounds.  Owing  to  the  many 
hindrances  of  very  rainy  weather,  my  attention  to 
the  prescribed  daily  bath,  and  physical  exhaustion 
from  the  baths  of  Wiesbaden,  and  the  heat  of 
Wildbad,  I  only  fished  on  five  evenings,  with  the 
following  results  : — 

June  21.— Started  about  three  miles  above  the 
village,  weather  cold  and  stormy;  fished  from 
5.30  to  8.15,  taking  nine  trout,  6ilb.  One  fish 
weighed  lilb.,  and  two  others  1  lb.  each. 

Jto7ie  22.— Started  where  I  left  off  yesterday. 
Began  fishing  at  5.30,  but  a  violent  thunderstorm 
soon  drove  me  to  take  shelter  behind  one  of  the 
wooden  houses  in  which  the  peasants  store  their 
hay.  The  rain  fell  in  torrents,  and  wet  to  the  skin 
I  re-trod  my  way  to  Wildbad.  I  fished  for  only 
twenty  minutes,  but  took  in  that  time  four  trout, 
21U 

June  24.— Started  where  I  began  on  the  22nd,  and 
fished  up  stream  for  half  a  mile,  from  5.45  p.m.  to 
8.15.  The  water  was  a  pale-ale  colour,  and  I 
expected  that  the  fish  would  take  ravenously; 
however,  the  sport  was  only  the  same  in  number 
as  on  the  21st,  and  the  fish  were  not  so  large,  that 
is,  nine  trout,  4Ub. 

June  28.— Fished  the  same  stretch  of  water  from 
5.30  to  8,  and  was  very  unfortunate  in  losing  lines 
and  hooks  from  "  snags,"  which  abound  in  this 
river.  These  snags  are  branches  of  trees  brought 
down  in  small  floods,  and  by  the  swaying  motion 
of  the  timber  rafts  which  pass  over  them,  driven 
fast  into  the  ground.  There  they  remain  fixed, 
and  by  moving  backwards  and  forwards  under  the 
action  of  the  running  water  are  just  so  many  traps 
for  anglers'  tackle.  It  is  exceedingly  difficult  to 
avoid  them,  and  not  having  wading  boots  I  was 
compelled,  again  and  again,  forcibly  to  break  my 


line.  The  lack  of  wading  boots  has  indeed  been 
sad  misfortune  to  me,  since  many  of  the  rivers  I 
have  seen  abroad  have  high  banks,  and  wading 
boots  are  necessary  to  put  the  angler  in  a  position 
to  fish  \ip  stream.  He  is  at  a  serious  disadvantage 
indeed  if  he  is  compelled  to  cast  from  high  banks 
in  waters  far  clearer  than  those  in  England. 
Result,  six  trout  weighing  3Jlb. 

July  4.— Began  fishing  a  little  higher  up  the  river 
than  before,  and  found  the  fish  more  numerous, 
but  the  water  was  so  low  and  clear  that  the  fish 
struck  short,  and  I  lost  as  many  as  I  captured, 
which  had  not  been  the  case  before.  Had  I 
possessed  wading  boots,  and  been  able  to  stand 
low  in  the  water  and  fish  up  stream,  I  believe  my 
success  would  have  been  considerable.  As  it  was, 
between  5.45  and  8  p.m.  I  took  eight  trout 
weighing  S^lb.  One  of  these  weighed  lib.,  and 
another  l^lb.  (In  1876  I  again  tried  the  Enz,  in 
company  with  my  son  Harry,  and  found  that  a 
few  days'  fishing  gave  to  each  rod  an  average  of 
six  good  trout  per  hour.) 

So  ended  my  fishing  at  Wildbad.  Let  me  add 
one  word  about  the  rafts  which,  by  fixing  the 
snags  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  worry  the  angler  so 
effectually.  The  treasures  of  the  Black  Forest 
are  its  pine  trees,  which  grow  remarkably  straight 
and  tall,  and  are  of  considei-able  bulk.  Vast 
numbers  of  the  largest  of  these  trees  are  felled 
every  year,  and  made  to  slide  down  the  steep  hill- 
sides to  the  level  of  the  river,  where  they  accumulate 
till  about  a  hundred  are  at  the  same  spot  ready  for 
transmission,  either  to  the  cities  which  stand  on 
the  banks  of  the  Neckar  or  Rhine  or  to  the  sea- 
coast. 

They  are  fashioned  into  a  raft  by  placing  three 
trees  of  equal  length  side  by  side,  then  four  in  the 
rear  of  these,  and  after  them  five,  till  the 
himdred  trees  are  placed  contiguously,  and  bound 
together  by  branches,  which  are  twisted  into  a 
kind  of  rope.  These  fastenings  act  as  joints  to  the 
raft,  which  is  thus  enabled,  in  snakelike  fashion, 
to  bend  and  accommodate  itself  to  the  numerous 
windings  of  the  stream.  Even  when  the  course 
is  narrowed  by  boulders  and  rocks,  the  raft  will, 
as  a  rule,  glide  over  them  satisfactorily,  forced 
onwards  by  the  current ;  and  when  the  water  is 
too  low  its  volume  is  temporarily  increased  by 
letting  off  certain  dams,  where  an  extra  supply  is 
stored  up  for  the  purpose. 

The  rafts  travel  from  four  to  five  miles  an  hour, 
and  pleasure  excursions  upon  them  are  among  the 
amusements  of  Wildbad.  Large  parties  congregate 
for  this  purpose,  with  bands  of  musicians  to  herald 
them  on  their  way.  As  the  river  widens,  the  rafts 
are  increased  in  width,  till  at  Coblentz  or  Cologne 
it  is  not  uncommon  to  see  fifty  men  upon  one  raft, 
guiding  it  with  oars  of  such  a  size  as  to  require 
six  or  eight  men  to  each  oar.  The  journey  being 
long,  the  men  often  erect  temporary  huts  upon  the 
rafts,  and  take  their  families  with  them,  and  all 
seem  to  enjoy  their  merry  voyage  to  the  mouth  of 
the  mighty  Rhine. 


BASS  FIGHT  FBOM  STAET  TO 
FINISH. 

Dr.  James  A.  Henshall's  eulogy  of  the  two 
varieties  of  North  American  black  bass,  as  being 
"  inch  for  inch  and  pound  for  pound  the  gamest  fish 
that  swims,"  is  well  known  to  the  anglers  of  tho 
world,  many  of  whom  have  tested  its  truth  and 
offirm'ed  the  verdict.  Some  anglers  of  broad  ex- 
perience assert  that  all  bass  are  sturdy  fighters, 
whether  their  home  is  in  fresh  water  or  salt  water, 
north  of  the  equator  or  south  of  it,  on  the  eastern 
or  western  hemisphere.  The  testimony  on  this  point 
of  a  rodster  who  has  angled  in  many  countries,  as 
related  by  a  writer  in  the  Canadian  Sportsman, 
doubtless  will  be  read  with  interest  by  every  man 
who  has  hooked  and  played  a  black  bass.  It  will 
be  noticed  that  this  angler  closes  his  narrative  with  a 
glowing  tribute  to  the  black  bass  as  the  gamest  ot 
all  fish  called  bass.  Herewith  the  story 

"  I  am  not  at  all  afraid  of  being  successfully  con- 
tradicted when  I  say  that  pound  for  pound  no  fish 
that  swims  has  more  pluck,  endurance  and  agility 
than  these  same  black  bass." 

The  speaker  had  fished  for  mahseer  m  India,  tor 
tuna  in  the  Gulf  of  California,  for  salmon  in  Norway 
and  for  trout  over  half  the  world.  He  had  heard  ot 
the  black  bass  of  North  America  as  a  coarse,  heavy 
fighter,  a  near  relative  of  tho  European  perch,  and 


as  being  essentially  a  bait-fisherman's  fish.  Even 
on  this  side  he  had  been  assured  by  good  authorities 
that  there  was  not  much  sense  in  casting  for  bass. 
There  are  still  to  be  found  anglers  of  experience 
who  have  not  yet  discovered  that  the  bass  is  a 
surface  feeder  well  worth  the  attention  of  the  fly-, 
fisher. 

"I  remember  playing  one  of  the  anadromovis 
perch  of  the  Ganges  for  a  good  fifteen  minutes  one 
scorching  hot  day,"  went  on  the  traveller.  "  He 
was  a  big  fellow,  really  a  king  of  a  bass,  fully  4ft. 
long,  lusty  and  strong,  being  just  up  from  the  sea. 
It  was  a  great  fight,  for  the  tackle  was  light,  the 
rod  certainly  not  over  1  lb.  in  weight.  \ 

"  There  was  extraneous  excitement,  too.  A 
number  of  bathers  of  both  sexes  were  in  the  water 
just  where  I  was  playing  my  fish,  attracted,  I  expect,, 
by  the  unusual  and  probably  unwelcome  spectacle 
of  a  European  fishing  in  their  sacred  river.  It  was 
an  awkward  business  for  me.  The  fish  did  not 
appear  to  mind  the  bathers  a  bit.  Once  or  twice  he 
tmsted  my  Hne  around  them,  and  I  came  near 
having  a  smash.  But  his  fighting  was  all  down 
under  the  water.  It  was  just  an  aimless  heavy  kmd 
of  a  darting  about,  with  an  occasional  savage  jerk. 
Wlien  he  came  to  the  top  it  was  to  make  submission 
and  confession  of  defpat,  not  to  fight  as  our  bass  did 
to-day.  . 

"  The  nearest  thing  to  these  bass,  as  a  fighter, 
which  I  know  of,  is  the  Murray  river  cod,  something 
like  a  bass,  and  a  member  of  the  same  family.  You 
find  him  in  the  big  rivers  of  Southern  Austraha  ; 
but  there  is  not  much  fun  about  that  fishing,  as  you 
have  to  bait  heavily  with  raw  meat  and  use  a  kind  1 
of  two-handed  salmon  rod  of  the  heaviest  make  ' 
A  fish  of  751b.  will  put  up  quite  a  pretty  fight,  and 
will  keep  it  up  for  a  long  time.  But  it  is  not  fhe 
quick,  fierce,  scrambUng  sort  of^  a  fight  as  we  had 
with  our  6-pound  fellow  to-day." 

The  black  bass  referred  to  had  taken  tlurty 
minutes  to  fight,  and  then,  being  touched  ^^^th  the 
rim  of  the  net,  went  off,  and  with  renewed  vigour 
fought  for  twenty  minutes  more.  Fully  a  tliird  ot 
the  time  had  been  spent  on  top  of  the  water 
leaping,  swirhng  around  or  lashing  out  with  tail  and 
fins  There  was  absolutely  no  kick  left  in  him  • 
when  at  last  he  was  hauled  alongside. 

"I  got  a  fine  specimen  of  a  kind  of  blaclk  bass 
in  the  Malayan  Archipelago.  It  weighed  121b.,  and 
fought  won  on  top  of  the  water,  yet  with  none  of 
the  tense  rigidity  of  body  and  acrobatic  somer- 
saulting of  your  fish.  But  he  rea  ly  never  fought  out 
his  game,  for  as  is  the  custom  there  my  attendant 
dived  under  the  fish  when  he  was  m  one  of  his 
flurries,  and  coming  up  from  below  clasped  him  with 
one  hand  and  struck  his  tail  beneath  his  teeth, 
It  was  effective  retrieving,  but  a  very  little  of  it  was. 
enough  for  me. 

"  But  one  thing  I  noticed  to-day,  which  agrees 
with  what  I  have  noted  respecting  fishes  of  this 
family  in  other  lands,  is  their  habit  of  follo^vmg 
tho  fiies  along  the  top  of  the  water  for  a  eonsiaer- 
able  distance  before  taking  them  in.  Several  times 
I  watched  quite  a  procession  of  the  bass  swimming 
along  behind  the  cast,  with  eyes  fixed  eagerly  upon 
the  flies,  untn  one  of  them  rushed _  forward  and 

caught  on.  ,  ^,    ,  ,  .  j  r 

"  You  do  not  catch  the  trout  at  that  kind  of  an-^ 
ticipatoiy  following  after.  From  somewhere  down 
below  the  spotted  fellows  catch  sight  of  the^ lures, 
and  with  mhids  made  up,  rush  to  the  top  and  suck 
them  in  without  dehberation.  It  bespeaks  a 
difference  in  the  mentality  of  the  two  types,  I 
suppose.  The  sea-bass  of  the  P^'^if^  ^"^l;; 
great  fellows  running  into  the  hundredweights,  will 
follow  on  for  sometimes  hours  at  a  time  before  they 
rush  at  and  fight  for  the  bait. 

"  It  was  there  I  first  noticed  the  chameleon-like 
habit  of  the  bass  in  changing  his  skin  colouring  to 
suit  his  environment.  If  you  examme  the  strmg 
we  made  up  to-day.  you  will  find  «oine  of  them  a 
bright  green  with  light  yellow  underneath  Those 
aJe^the  fish  we  got  in  the  blue  waters  on  the  sandy 
shallows.  The  dr.rk,  black  ones  with  the  muddy- 
coloured  sides  wc  look  over  the  dark-lookmg,  weedy 

^''"  In  the  South  Pacific  I  have  caught  bass  almost 
pink  on  the  belly,  where  the  pink  coral  abounds. 
Er  by,  where  the  prevailing  colour  ot  the  reefs  i. 
white,  they  have  backs  of  emerald  S-J""'  J^^mg 
to  si  very  white.  Why  they  should  have  this 
curious  f  Jculty  it  is  hard  to  say,  since  nature  has 
armed  them  with  powerful  muscles,  a  strong  jaw,  and 
given  them  ample  protection  agamst  prcdatoiy  foes. 
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"  It  may  be  that  the  bass  are  intended  to  prey 
upon  fishes  swifter  in  the  water  than  they  are,  such 
as  the  trout  and  the  whitefish,  so  that  partial  in- 
visibility is  necessary  to  them.  Though,  somehow, 
whenever  I  have  met  with  them  the  bass  never 
seemed  to  me  to  be  sneaking  things  which  got  their 
Uvihg  by  fraud." 

The  witer  remarked  upon  the  boldness  of  our 
black  bass  in  the  springtime,  when  the  old  males 
are  guarding  their  young.  If  a  fish  spear  is  thrust 
into  the  water  near  them  they  will  actually  seize 
the  prongs  and  violently  wrench  it  with  quite  a 
surprising  strength.  One  hardly  expects  such 
pugnacity  and  crafty  lying  in  wait  for  prey  in  the 
same  fish. 

"  Did  you  ever  hear  of  bass  attacking  men  ?  " 
the  other  asked.  "  There  is  a  fish  comTnonly  found 
about  Aden  which  makes  serious  attacks  upon 
bathers.  It  is  a  true  bass  of  dark  colour,  with  ugly 
teeth  and  spiny  fins,  and  the  British  soldiers  quar- 
tered there  are  regularly  warned  to,  look  out  for 
him.  '  They  are  quite  fierce  in  their  rushes,  and  no 
one  ever  pretends  to  offer  battle  when  they  appear 
among  the  swimmers  in  the  surf.  Even  trained 
soldiers  beat  a  retreat  when  a  drove  of  them  puts 
in  an  appearance."— 4 wericaw  Field. 


A  LOCH  NESS  SALMON. 


The  accompan3ang  photograph  represents  the 
heaviest  Loch  Ness  salmon  killed  by  the  rod  this 
year  up  to  the  time  of  writing  (March  23).  The 
weight  of  this  fine  and  shapely  female  fish  was  261b., 
the  length  from  snout  to  fork  of  tail  40in.,  and  the 
girth  23|in.    The  captor  was  Mr.  W.  H.  Macpherson, 


1 
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Richmond  House,  Fort  Augustus,  the  date  of  cap- 
ture March  9,  and  the  lure  a  3in.  char  phantom 
minnow. 

Early  spring  fishing  on  this  lucrative  loch  has 
not  been  so  good  this  season  as  last.  This  fact  is 
due  to^the  mild  and  wet  winter,  which  has  kept  the 
River  Oich  in  frequent  spate,  and  thus  permitted 
fish  to  run  right  up  to  Loch  Oich  and  the  River 
Garry.  C.  J.  H.  Cassels.  j 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remarks. —  On  Wednesday 
next  Thames  treating  opens,  and  the  prospects  of 
sport  so  far  as  the  number  of  fish  in  the  river  is 
concerned  has  not  been  so  good  for  many  years. 
The  excellent  restocking  work  which  as  been  done 
must  have  a  beneficial  effect,  and  those  who  are 
interested  in  placing  trout  in  the  river  should  now 
reap  a  well-earned  reward.  Thames  trout  fishers 
are  not  a  numerous  body  taking  the  river  as  a 
whole,  but  they  are  most  enthusiastic.  It  is  rather 
doubtful  owing  to  Wednesday's  heavy  push  of 
water  if  the  fish  will  be  found  at  the  weirs  on  the 
opening  day,  but  if  fine  weather  prevails  for  the 
next  three  days  there  may  be  the  possibility  of 
getting  a  fish  or  two.  Anglers  who  fish  from  the 
weir.i  must  have  a  permit,  which  can  be  obtained 
from  the  Thames  Conservancy  for  10s.  6d.,  and  is 
available  throughout  the  year. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — Rain  has  been  f  aUing  during 
the  whole  of  Wednesday,  so  that  there  may  be 
some  colour  in  the'  water  on  the  opening  day  of 
Thames  tronting.  The  winds  are  less  rough  and 
milder ;  under  these  conditions  there  should  be  a 
fish  or  two  caught  during  the  first  week.  A  very 
fine  lot  of  trout  were  turned  down  by  the  H.F.P.A. 
at  Henley  on  Saturday  last. — Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Twickenham). — The  water  here  until 
March; 25  has  been  very  low  and  bright,  in  fact 
quite  down  to  summer  level  with  little  stream.  At 
the  moment  we  are  getting  a  steady  rain  and  the 
water  is  rising.  There  has  no  doubt  been  heavy  rain 
up  country  as  the  water  has  risen  2in.  since  midday. 
Monday  was  a  most  beautiful  summerlike  day  with 
a  powerful  sun  (considering  the  month),  so  I  rowed 
up  to  the  weir  to  see  the  dace.  The  cold,  change- 
able weather  the  last  few  weeks  has  kept  these  fish 
back,  but  on  Monday  I  saw  tens  of  thousands  of 
them  in  very  small  space,  the  bed  of  the  weir  was 
literally  covered  with  them,  and  thousands  were 
jumping — it  would  have  been  possible  to  catch  a 
hundredweight  in  a  short  time  with  a  large 
landing  net.  True,  as  reported  last  week,  the 
gulls  take  a  great  many  of  the  smaller  fish 
(dace).  When  I  got  there  on  Monday  hardly  a 
gull  could  be  seen ;  after  I  had  been  there 
an  hour  these  birds  began  to  assemble,  seeming  to 
know  the  tide  was  just  flowing  and  that  the  fish 
would  work  up  on  the  sills  where  they  could  be 
easily  picked  up.  The  late  Tom  Auger  was  buried 
at  Twickenham  Cemetery  on  March  1 9,  a  great  miny 
friends,  professional  fishermen  and  watermen  paying 
their  last  tribute. — A.  Hancock. 

Coin  (Fairford,  Gloucestershire). — This  beau- 
tiful trout  stream  will  be  opened  as  usual  on  April  1. 
There  is  an  exceptionally  good  show  of  I  sh,  and 
they  have  commenced  to  rise  very  nicely.  Every- 
thing points  towards  a  record  season. — C'has. 
Powell. 

Dart  (Totues  and  District). — There  has  been  a 
capital  spell  of  fine  weather  during  the  past  week, 
and  anglers  have  not  failed  to  take  advantage 
of  it,  a  large  number  having  been  out.  Sal- 
mon have  been  sporting  well,  but  trout  have 
been  shy,  and  few  large  baskets  are  recorded. 
Salmon  are  to  be  seen  in  almost  every  pool. 
Mr.  Cousins,  of  Buc'ifastleigh,  had  a  nice  fish  of 
91b.,  and  Mr.  Cornish,  of  Black  Rock,  had  dne, 
whilst  Mr.  Rodney,  of  Colston,  Buckfastleigh,  cap- 
tured a  good  specimen.  Mr.  Horswill  had  a  141b. 
fish  just  above  Hood  Bridge.  Small  baskets  of 
trout  have  been  had  by  Messrs.  Thacker,  H.  T.  and 
E.  Distin,  J.  Edmonds,  and  Mrs.  T.  Edmonds.  At 
the  Weir  twenty-two  fine  salmon  were  taken  on 
Monday,  March  23.  About  250  trout,  purchased 
at  a  cost  of  £5  5s.  by  the  Dart  Hoard  of 
Conservators,  have  been  placed  in  the  Harbourne 
by  Mr.  Moysey,  and  the  Board  have  consented, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  riparian  owners,  to 
close  the  water  in  which  they  were  placed  to  fishing 
this  season.  The  Board  have  passed  a  resolution  of 
thanks  to  the  Hon.  R.  Dawson,  who  has  resigned 
the  chairmanship,  for  his  many  and  valuable  ser- 
vices, and  expressing  the  hope  that  before  long  he 
may  be  able  to  return  and  give  them  the  benetit  of 
his  able  services  in  all  fishery  matters. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  Ockment,  Torridge, 
and  Lew  have  been  in  capital  condition,  and  some 
fair  baskets  of  trout,  averaging  about  a  dozen,  have 
been  had,  the  fish  being  in  splendid  condition. 
The  conditions  on  the  Carey  have  been  more  favour- 
able this  week,  and  one  rod  had  two  and  a  half 
dozen  fish  which  averaged  3oz.,  and  this  is  a  very 
good  dish  for  March  on  this  stream.  Large  catches 
have  not  been  the  order  on  the  Culm,  Otter  and 
Yeo,  but  some  very  fair  sport  has  bean  obtained  on 
the  Exe. — Devonian. 


Eden  (Carlisle). — Since  the  river  became  clear 
and  rather  low  the  salmon  "spinners"  have  not 
done  much  execution,  and  a  good  many  have  gone 
home  to  wait  for  a  flood.  This  is  good  for  the  fly- 
fishers,  who  are  having  a  turn,  several  of  the  fish 
in  the  following  list  having  been  taken  in 
by  a  Jock  Scott  or  other  well-known  flies.  In 
the  Warwick  Hall  water  Mr.  C.  Liddell  has  had 
seven  fish,  the  heaviest  261b. ;  Mr.  Armstrong,  one, 
1.31b. ;  and  Bell,  the  keeper,  one,  181b.  At  Armath- 
waite  Castle,  Mr.  A.  Edwards,  eleven,  121b.  to  21  lb., 
several  with  fly;  Captain  Rhodes,  two,  141b.  and 
161b.,  both  with  fly  ;  Captain  Broadhurst,  two,  71b. 
and  101b.  ;  and  Mr.  Armstrong,  one,  91b.  In  the 
Syke  Foot  water,  Mr.  Mason  Scott,  four,  151b. 
to  22Ib. ;  and  Mr.  Cox,  two,  191b.  and  211b. 
In  the  Low  House  water  Mr.  Fletcher  had  three 
and  Mr.  E.  P.  Porter  one  of  171b.  Mr.  Manuel  had 
one  of  201b.  in  the  Corby  water,  and  Mr.  .loha 
Strong  one  of  1 71b.  in  the  Dean  and  Chapter  water. 
In  the  Carhsh  Angling  Association  water,  Mr.  E. 
Brown,  one,  151b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Fox,  one,  221b.,  and  Mr. 
G.  Coulthard,  one,  171b.  The  river  to-day  (Wed- 
nesday) is  in  full  flood,  after  thirty  hours'  rain. — 
Silver  Grey. 

Elan  Reservoirs.  —  Our  Elan  Valley  corre- 
spondent reports  that  a  few  small  lots  of  trout 
have  been  caught.  Colonel  Williams,  fishing  in  the 
Elan  river  had  four  nice  trout,  and  members  of  the 
works  staff  have  had  fair  sport.  Fishing  has  not 
yet,  however,  become  general.  The  hills  above  the 
reservoirs  were  this  (Wednesday)  morning  covered 
with  snow. — W.  B.  H. 

Esk  (Whitby). — ^Very  slight  improvement  has 
transpired  regarding  sport  since  last  week,  the  con- 
tinuance of  adverse  weather  conditions  having  again 
proved  a  detrimental  factor.  On  Tuesday  some- 
what warmer  conditions  prevailed,  but  to  day 
(Wednesday)  hopes  of  some  improved  sport  are  dis- 
pelled by  a  recurrence  of  cold  biting  winds. 
A  few  rods  have  been  out  during  the  week,  mainly 
in  the  tideway,  but  not  a  single  take  has  been 
reported.  Sport  may  be  somewhat  improved  during 
the  coming  week,  but  the  weather  conditions  must 
largely  determine  this.  Sea  anglers  have  had  poor 
results  recently,  and  operations  have  been  confined 
to  the  piers  and  quays. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Heavy  rains  and 
gales  have  caused  the  river  to  rise  considerably, 
and  numbers  of  salmon  have  been  seen  ascending 
the  various  weirs.  Prior  to  this  some  fine  salmon 
were  caught  by  the  rod  fishermen  near  the  city  and 
in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  river.  Trout  have  been 
taken  with  the  fly.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Dart 
Board  of  Conservators,  Mr.  C.  Barran  (presiding) 
moved  a  resolution  thanking  the  Hon.  R.  Dawson 
(who  had  resigned  the  chairmanship)  for  his  many 
and  valuable  services,  and  expressed  the  hope  that 
before  long  he  would  be  able  to  return  and  give  the 
board  the  advantage  of  his  services  in  all  fishery 
matters.  The  Rev.  A.  Bartholomew  seconded,  and 
it  was  unanimously  agreed  to.  Pollack  are  being 
caught  at  Exmouth  Pier,  and  a  few  flatfish  in  the 
Bight,  but  the  coloured  river  water  has  now  spoilt 
sport  |for  a  time.  This  (Wednesday)  morning  the 
first  bass,  of  over  f lb  ,  was  caught  on  line  off  the 
Warren  Ridge  by  Ernest  Knight, — Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— Now  that  the  season  is 
about  to  close — Tuesday  next  is  the  last  day — better 
weather  has  been  encountered  and  warm  rain  has 
fallen.  Providing  the  elements  continue  favourable, 
a  successful  wind-up  of  the  roach-fishing  season 
should  therefore  be  experienced.  Down  to  to-day 
(March  25),  however,  sport  appears  to  have  been 
quiet,  and  I  have  no  good  catches  to  record.  Good 
resorts  to  fish  are  Broxbourne,  Rye  House,  St. 
Margarets,  Ware,  and  Hertford.  The  Stort  is  now 
closed  to  all  kinds  of  fisliing.  Trout-fishing  in  the 
Lea  and  its  tributaries  is  a  month  later  than  the 
Thames  season,  not  opening  until  May  1. — Izaak 
Walton. 

Iiugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  in  order  for  fishing.  A  few  anglers  have 
been  out,  and  some  fair-sized  \'.sh.  landed.  Warmer 
we  ither  is  wanted  before  any  really  good  sport  will 
be  had. — Gwynne. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— This  river  has 
be.-'n  much  discoloured  with  the  rainfalls  wliich 
have  occurred  in  the  higher  portions  of  its  valley, 
but  on  March  24  was  in  good  working  order  for  the 
fly.  The  preserved  water  of  the  RoUe  Estate, 
which  opened  on  March  16,  has  yielded  some  good 
catches,  and  the  general  opinion  seems  to  be  that 
there  are  plentj^  of  fish,  and  that  it  is  a  forward 
season — the  trout  being  in  fair  condition,  and 
showing  good  sport  for  the  time  of  j'oar.  The 
Duns  and  Jlarch  Bro\vns  have  been  plentifully 
hatched  out  of  late,  and  with  these  the  improve- 
ment of  the  condition  of  the  fish  becomes  very 
rapid. — Heron. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  — 
Inquiries  have  reached  me  respecting  trout  fishing 
in  Sussex,  and  in  reply  I  may  state  there  is  but 
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ILLINGWORTH  "  CASTING  REEL 


ILLINGWORTH "  SPECIAL  CASTING  RODS. 


(Patent). 


SPLIT  CANE,  84  feet,  with  5  agate  rings,  lock  joint,  cork 

handle,  rubber  button,  in  two  pieces   ^2.  15  0 


\^'^ltc^p^oof  Cloth  Case. 


Solid  Leather  Case. 


Mounted  with  40  yards  Special  3X  Silk  Line,  in  Velvet- 
lined  Waterproof  Cloth  Case  £^1  16  0 

In  Solid  Sewn  Leather  Case    3  10 


GREENHEART— Details  as  above 


These  Rod.s  arc  specially  designeJ 
CO  bring  out  the  full  capacities  of  the 
"  Ii  LiNGwoRTH  "  Reel  and  are  equal 
to  the  best  practice  in  rod  making 
in  this  or  any  other  country.  Special 
lengths  quoted  for  when  requested. 


1   11  6 


ACCESSORIES-(Essential). 

Combined  Disgorger-Screwdriver  

Oil  Can  for  waistcoat  pocket,  with  Oil  ... 

Woollen  Cloth  "Washers"  and  Celluloid  "Washers"  for 

adjusting  check  of  Reel,  per  set  (sufficient  for  a  year  or  more) 


SPARE  PARTS.-Flier  6/-  Cap 

Spool  (Ebony)     ...  3/-  Eccentric  ... 

Spring    1/6  Spindle 

Screws  ...  2d. 

It  is  in  most  cases  advisable  for  us  to  have  the  Reel  for  the  spare  part  to  be  fitted  exactly 


6d. 
6d. 

6d. 

9d. 
2/- 
4/- 


SPECIAL  LINES  for  the  "  Illingworth  "  Reel  :— 

2X.     40  yards  long,  slightly  stouter  than  standard    1/2  each;  13/- per  doz. 
3X.     40  yards  long,  standard  thickness...         ...     1/-  11/. 

4X.     40  yards  long,  extra  fine  tournament  line      lOd.  ,,        9/-  ,, 

The  Lines  are  plaited  from  the  best  silk  grown,  and  the  L.  C.  R.  Co.  would 
willingly  pay  a  reward  for  better  lines. 

The  3X  standard  has  accounted  for  grilse  up  to  6  lbs.  and  jack  up  to  4^  Ibi. 
The  4X  recently  accounted  for  twenty-five  fish  in  a  day,  nine  of  which  were  over 
2  lbs.  each. 


TRACES. 

Special  improved  Ariel 
Minnow  Flights,  with 
Trace       two  Swivels, 
1/-  each. 
11/-  per  doz. 

The  Flights  are  guaranteed  at 
least  three  times  as  durable  as  those 
usually  sold.  The  hooks  are  mounted 
on  special  gut,  which  prevents  the 
lead  wearing  it  through,  and  enables 
fine  gut  to  be  used  for  the  Trace. 

These  Traces  have  a  swivel  at 
the  upper  end  to  which  the  line  is  to 
be  attached.  We  venture  to  recom- 
mend for  this  purpose  the  knot 
shewn  on  page  26  (Fig.  3)  of  our 
Brochure. 


The  Light  Casting  Reel  Co.  s  NEW    CONTRIVANCES  for 

ensuring  a  supply  of  Live  Minnows  for  bait. 


MINNOW 
CARBOY. 


COMBINED  CAN  AND  TRAP. 


PRICE 


10/6. 


The  illustration  shews  so  clearly  the  advantages  of  this  contrivance  that  a  description 
is  unnecessary.  The  combination  has  filled  a  long-felt  want.  While  fishing,  a  score  of 
minnows  can  be  carried  in  the  fishing  bag  all  day,  alive,  in  an  ordinary  pint  bottle  half  full 
of  water,  with  the  cork  iri,  provided  the  bottle  is  not  left  motionless.  The  movements 
of  the  angler  aerate  the  water  by  keeping  it  in  gentle  disturbance. 


To  keep  a  stock  of  minnows  alive  is  some- 
times rather   difficult,  but    by  using  one  of  the 
specially  fitted  large  glass  bottles  which  we  supply, 
it  is  very  much  simplified.   The  bottle  has  a  capacity 
of  ten  gallons,  and  is  so  arranged  that  by  simply 
connecting  the  rubber  pipe  to  any  tapj  a  constant 
drip  of  water  goes  into  the 
bottle  through  the  vecy  effec- 
tive arrangement  shewn  in  the 
illustration,  of  a  hinged  and 
perforated  brass  cap  and  brass 
pipe. 

Minnows  can  be  very  expedi- 
tiously selected  when  re- 
quired for  fishing  by  tilting 
the  carboy  and  passing  the 
contents  into  the  special  sieve, 
which  enables  those  minnows 
not  required  to  be  speedily 
replaced.  To  do  this  the  rub- 
ber pipe  is  not  disconnected. 

Bottle  in  painted 
Wrought  -  iron 
Guard  ...    12/- 

with 

Rubber  Pipe  i^Royles' 
Rubber  Union,  for 

ordinary  tap  (3/-),  and 

Special  Rustless  Zinc 
Sieve  (2/6), 

Complete  ...  17/6 


FOR  FULL  DESCRIPTION  AND  HISTORY  OF  THE  REEL,  WRITE  FOR  BROCHURE. 

Where  it  is  not  found  convenient  to  obtain  our  goods  through  Agents,  orders  can  be  sent  direct  to  us. 

The  Light  Casting  Reel  Co.,  53  market  st.,  Bradford. 


Telecrams: 

"  REELS,  BRADFORD." 
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little  free  trouting  to  be  had.  The  Ouse  holds  8ome 
good  fish  in  the  upper  waters  and  in  the  tributaries, 
but  many  of  the  streams  are  so  wooded  that  worm 
or  minnow  is  the  generally  adopted  method — 
there  the  perch  are  far  too  numerous  and  should 
not  be  returned  to  the  water  as  they  play 
havoc  vith  the  trout  spawn  and  fry.  Stocking 
the  Ouse  with  pike  augurs  ill  for  the  increase 
of  trout,  but  for  some  time  past  trout  have 
not  come  up  to  expectations  after  the  trouble  and 
expense  of  stocking  the  water.  In  some  of  the 
Adur  tributaries  trout  are  to  be  captured.  Fish  of 
31b.  have  been  taken  from  the  culverts  near  old 
Shoreham.  Western  Sussex  is  a  network  of  streams 
holduig  good  fish,  but  for  the  most  part  is  heavily 
rented  —and  trout  costing  a  guinea  a  brace  is  pay- 
ing dearly  for  sport!  Anglers  in  the  Chichester 
district  got  a  few  trout  from  the  small  streams; 
,and  from  under  a  culvert,  on  the  main  Portsmouth 
Road,  I  have  taken  fish  up  to  31b. — Geobge  F 
Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — The  rivers  are  in  good  order, 
and  some  nice  catches  recorded.  A  friend  told  me  he 
saw  a  nice  basket  of  trout  on  Saturday,  and  another 
angler  had  a  dozen  and  a  half  on  our  river.  I  am 
told  some  fine  fish  were  taken  with  worm  on  the 
Bray.  Lord  Clinton  has  decided  to  issue  season 
tickets  at  £10  10s.  for  salmon  and  £4  4s.  for  trout. 
These  will  be  quickly  taken  up  as  North  Devon 
is  at  present  very  short  of  rivers  to  fish  in.  Flies  : 
Rusty  Blue,  Rusty  Red,  and  Pheasant  Tail.— 
Rusty  Game. 


Teme  (Ltidlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  has 
been  running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital 
order  for  either  fly  or  bottom  fishing.  The  weather 
has  been  very  changeable,  but  some  good  sport  has 
been  had.  Last  week  an  angler  landed  two  trout, 
one  scaling  21b.  and  the  other  fib.,  with  worm.  In 
the  water  above  the  Castle  an  angler  landed'  two 
pike  scaling  71b.  each.  An  old  angler  with  worm 
and  live-bait  landed  201b.  of  pike,  perch,  and  roach. 
On  Tuesday  some  nice  trout  were  landed  with  worm. 
— S,  Ludlow. 

Usk  (Usk). — Since  last  report  three  salmon  have 
been  killed — Mr.  W.  Pyeman,  one,  251b.,  in  the 
Rock  Pool  on  March  18;  Mr.  R.  Rickards,  one, 
201b.,  in  Railyderry  on  March  19;  and  Mr.  Russell 
Gray,  one,  131b.,  on  March  20.  On  March  18,  Mr 
T.  R  ees  had  fifteen  trout;  Mr.  J.  Pitt,  jun.,  six, 
Mr.  F.  Cozens,  three ;  Mr.  W.  Morgan,  two  ;  and 
Sergt.  Johnstone,  two.  On  March  19,  Mr.  Geo 
Lavin,  four.  On  March  20,  Mr.  Carter,  four  On 
March  21,  Mr.  J.  Pitt,  jun.,  five;  Mr.  G.  Edmunds, 
jun.,  four  ;  Mr.  G.  Edmunds,  sen.,  three  ;  Commander 
Sparks,  two.  On  March  23,  Mr.  J.  Pitt,  jun.,  four 
Mr.  F.  Cozens,  five.  On  March  24,  Mr.  Fred 
Watkins,  one,  21b.  loz. — T.  R. 

Wye  (Upper). — Notwithstanding  prevailing  un- 
favourable conditions  fair  sport  has  been  obtained  by 
a  few  of  the  more  enthusiastic  anglers  at  Rhayader. 
Fishing  in  the  Upper  Wye,  Colonel  Williams  had 
fifteen  nice  trout,  and  fair  baskets  were  obtained  by 
the  Rev.  H.  A.  Barton,  Mr.  H.  R.  Pratt,  Mr.  J. 
Webb,  and  one  or  two  others.  Since  mv  last  report 
was  forwarded  Mr.  Gerald  Graham  Clarke,  fishing 
on  the  Glanrhos  waters,  landed  a  321b.  salmon  ;  Mr. 
Wardel,  fishing  the  Brynwem  waters,  landed  two 
scaling  respectively  16 Jib.  and  23 Jib. ;  and  Mr 
Sitwell,  on  the  same  waters,  landed  one.  161b 
W.  B.  H, 

Yore,  Swale,  Wliarfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks).— Since  last  report  was  sent  there 
has  been  a  variety  of  weather.  Last  week-end  we 
had  a  cover  of  snow  followed  with  rain,  con- 
sequently very  little  angling  has  been  done.  In  the 
Yore  and  Swale  in  the  upper  reaches  very 
little  has  been  done  owing  to  the  stormy 
weather  which  has  prevailed,  and  since  the 
opening  of  the  trout  season  few  fly-fiahermen 
have  been  seen  out,  and  those  that  have 
cannot  find  sport  at  all  good  —  an  odd 
brace  or  two  seem  to  be  the  general  catch 
The  Wharfe  has  been  running  low  and  clear 
up  to  the  time  of  writing.    In  the  upper  reaches,  in 

some  instances,  fair  sport  has  been  met  with  

baskets  running  from  two  to  six  brace  of  trout 
have  been  caught;  best  flies  being  Waterhen 
Bloa,  Snipe  Bloa.  Miller's  Dark  Needle,  and 
Winter  Brown.  On  March  23  a  fair  number  of 
fishermen  were  seen  on  the  Otley  and  Pool  lengths, 
the  best  basket  being  one  of  nine  f^sh  caught  with 
swimming  the  worm.  The  Nidd  has  not  fished  at 
all  well  since  the  opening  of  the  trout  season  ; 
very  few  anglers  out,  consequently  meagre  reports 
a^e  to  hand.  Very  little  has  been  done  on  the 
Derwent.  Prospects  are  on  the  improve,  as  we  are 
having  rain,  which  will  bring  the  snow-water 
off  the  hills,  and  should  the  weather  be  mild 
at  the  end  of  the  week,  good  baskets  should  be 
got  with  the  fly.  Best  flies  are :  Tinselled  Partridges, 
Yellow  and  Grange.  Waterhen  Bloa,  Carter  Platfs 
Copper,  and  Dark  Needle.— John  E.  Miller. 


SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Beauly  and    Conon.— The  cold,  frosty  nights 
have  reduced  the  Beauly  to  a  very  low  state,  and 
to  add  to  the  unfavourable  conditions  the  higher 
hiUs  are  deeply  covered  with  snow,  and  there  is 
httle  prospect  for  a  better  condition  of  things  until 
a  thaw  comes  on.    While  no  salmon  have  yet  been 
landed,  the  Moniack  Castle  and  Farlie  Brae  rods 
had  twenty- three  sea-trout,  scalincr  241b  during 
the  week,  while  the  Beaufort  Castle  beat  also 
yielded  some  nice  clean-run  trout  (heaviest,  21b.). 
Conon. — The  contiaued  good  sport  enjoyed  by 
anglers  on  the  Conon  has  received  a  somewhat 
swere  set  back  by  the  rapidity  with  which  the 
river  has  fallen,  checking  the  run  of  fish  into  the 
pools.     Notwithstanding  the  very  low  state  of 
the  river,  five  salmon,  scaling  331b.,  and  ten  sea- 
trout,  averaging  1  lb.,  were  creeled  during  the  week 
on  the  lower  reaches.    Below  the  Stone  Bridge  a 
few  sea-trout  were  caught  by  local  anglers,  but  the 
net-fishings  have  not  improved  as  was  anticipated 
when  the  waters  fell,  the  reason  adduced  being 
that  the  snow-broth  prevents  a  run  of  salmon  into 
the  estuary. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk   and   Liddle.  — Snow  fell  more 
or  less  heavily   during  the  latter   part  of  last 
week,  but  now  the  weather  has  become  a  trifle 
more  genial.    Salmon  have  been  seen  in  the  bigger 
pools  of  the  lower  water,  but  until  there  is  a  change 
in  the  temperature  they  are  chary  of  moving  Dr 
Anderson,  of  Esk  Rank,  Canonbie,  had  a  new-run 
salmon  on  Saturday  in  the  Cauldron  Pool,  while 
Mr.  Tom  Steel,  of  Rowanburn,  caught  a  fish  of 
TJIb.  m  the  Willow  Pool  of  the  Association  water 
Kelts  are  clearing  out  fast,  few  being  now  seen 
As  yet  Mr.  McCIellan  has  only  had  two  salmon  to 
his  rod.    Up  to  now  the  record  is  a  poor  one  In 
the  corresponding  week  of  last  year  a  dozen  salmon 
were  taken  in  the  Association  water.    Yellow  trout 
fishing  has  commenced,  and  a  few  have  been  caught 
tributaries  of  the  Esk  and  in  Liddle  water. 
In  the  Solway  Firth  little  has  been  done  beyond 
that  the  Bowness  haaf-net  fishermen  have  captured 
a  few  nice  medium-sized  salmon,  but  many  of  the 
stake-nets  at  different  stations  have  not  been 
erected.     Haafing  on  the  Scottish  side  of  the 
channel  will  not  begin  until  the  snow-water  is  out 
of  the  channel.    At  time  of  writing  the  rivers  are 
m  fairly  good  order  for  angling.— Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Baster  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B )  —The 
httle  ram  that  fell  at  the  beginning  of  last  week  did 
scarcely  any  perceptible  improvement.  Only  two 
fish  landed  since  last  reported,  which  makes  seven 
in  all  smce  the  opening  of  the  season  as  com- 
pared with  thirty-nine  during  the  corresponding 
period  of  last  year.  For  over  a  week  back 
the  weather  has  been  so  dry  and  bright 
that  angling  was  latterly  given  up  for  a  bad 
job.  On  Tuesday  night  and  Wednesdoy  mornin<^ 
this  week  rain  fell  heavily,  and  as  the  weather  was 

calm  and  mild,  matters  may  improve.  B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— On  Mr.  Porter  of  Cor- 
mehaugh's  fishings  at  Marnocb  Lodge,  Mr  C 
Cruickshank  grassed  a  fresh-run  salmon  scaling 
6|lb.  on  March  24.  There  appears  to  be  a  numbe? 
of  fish  m  the  pools,  hut  they  are  slow  to  take  a  fly 
owing  to  the  quantity  of  snow  water  still  in  the 
river. — X. 

Iioch  Leven  (Kinross).— Since  the  fishing  season 
opened  the  weather  has  been  continuously  unfa- 
vourable. Last  week  Councillor  W.  Beveridge, 
Kinross,  had  a  try  with  the  rod  and  cap- 
tured ;the  first  trout  here  this  season  with 
fly.  It  is  only  little  more  than  a  week  since 
the  snow  which  covered  the  ground  hns  disappeared, 
and  we  are  now  having  moist  but  fairly  mild 
weather.  With  the  improving  weather  conditions 
fair  sport  may  be  got  at  an  early  date  as  fish  are 
said  to  be  inclined  to  rise.  The  spawning  season 
was  very  favourable,  and  a  1  irger  number  of  spawn- 
ing fish  were  seen  than  for  the  past  seven  or  eight 
years.  The  number  of  angling  club  fixtures— wliich 
will  be  found  in  another  column— is  115,  an  increase 
of  five  over  the  previous  year. — R.  B.  Laing. 

Locli  Ness  (Port  Augustus).— Fishing  from 
Richmond  House  on  March  23,  Mr.  H.  W.  Mac- 
Pherson  landed  two  nice  salmon,  18Ib.  and  141b. 
On  the  same  day  Mr.  A.  Grant,  Bridge  End  House 
had  two,  25Ib.  and  191b.  Weather  now  much  more 
genial,  south-west  wind,  with  slight  showers  of  rain 

-J.  M.  H.  S.  N. 
T  (Killin  Hotel).— On  March  16,  Sir 

J.  B.  Smith,  Stirling,  landed  a  salmon,  21  lb.  ;  Col. 
Simmons,  London,  one,  201b.  On  March  17,  Mr. 
Hernandez,  London,  one,  221b.  Cn  March  19,  Mr.' 
Hernandez,  one,  161b.  On  March  20,  Capt.  Aspinall 
Stenton  Hall,  two,  141b.  and  161b.— H.  J.  Knight.  ' 

Lyon  (Portingall  Hotel).— On  Fortingall  Hotel 
water,  on  March  18.  Mr.  A.  G.  Campbell,  Rich- 
mond, had  a  salmon  of  161b.  On  March  19  he  had 
two  of  181b.  and  14 Jib.  On  March  20  he  had 
another  of  181b.   On  March  23,  Mr.  C.  E.  M.  Russell 


had  two  of  201b.  and  15lb. ;  and  Mr.  A.  G.  Camp- 
bell had  one  of  17lb. — R.  Stewart. 

Waver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).— Despite 
cold  weather  with  keen  frost-i  at  night  the  following 
sport  has  been  obtained.— On  March  13,  Mr.  H.  C. 
V.  Hunter,  Skelpick  Lodge,  had  one  salmon  on 
Beat  No.  6 ;  Mr.  Popham,  Lyre  Lodge,  landed  two 
on  No.  3 ;  Mr.  Warrender,  Rhefail  Lodge,  two  on 
Nos.  1  and  2  ;  and  Capt.  B.  I.  St.  George,  Skelpick 
Lodge,  two  on  No.  5.  On  March  14,  Mr.  Warrender 
landed  three  salmon  (heaviest  181b  )  on  Nos.  2 
and  3 ;  and  Capt.  St.  George  three  on  No.  0. 
On  Ma  ch  16,  Mr.  Clark,  Skelpick  Lodge,  caught 
three  salmon  on  Beat  No.  2.  On  Mar.  17,  Capt.  St. 
George  had  one  salmon  on  No.  2;  Mr.  Popham. 
two,  on  No.  6;  Mr.  Warrender,  one,  on  No.  5 ;  and 
Mr.  Clark  a  20-pounder  on  No.  3.  On  Mar.  18. 
Capt.  St.  George  landed  two  salmon  on  No.  3,  and 
Mr.  Clark  one  on  No.  4.  This  day  was  rainy  and 
river  rose  several  inches.  On  Mar.  19,  Mr.  Clark 
had  two  salmon  on  No.  5,  the  Syro  Lodge  rods,  two, 
on 2  and  3,  and  Capt.  St.  George,  one,  on  No.  4. 

North    of   Scotland.— Dee,  Don,    ftc. — The 
rivers  are  now  in  semi-flood,  fish  running  freely, 
and  thf)  prosoects  of  some  sport  at  last  pretty  well 
assured — this  after  eight  weeks  of  a  comparative 
"blank.    On  the  Potarch  water  (Ballogie),  Messrs. 
King  and  Hare  had  twenty  fish  up  to  the  night  of 
March  20,  four  of  them  got  that  day — one  of  221b., 
a  beauty.    On  the  Woodend,  Captain  Quintin  Dick 
had  some  thirty,  and  Mr.  T.  J.  Hay,  Blackball, 
forty,  while  Lord  Penrhyn's  total  did  not  exceed 
thirty.    On  Woodend  water,  on  March  17,  Captain 
Dick  had  two  fine  fish,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laing 
three  on  Inchmarlo  of  71b.,  81b.,  and  91b.    On  the 
Huntly  Arms  Hotel  water  two  were  landed  on 
March  17  and  one  on  March  19,  but  most  of  the 
anglers  have  left.    On  the  Crathes  Ca  tie  water. 
Sir  Thomas  Burnett  has  creeled  twenty-five  up  to 
date,  and  Colonel  Edis  nine  on  Tillbouries  section. 
On  Colonel  Perries'  Middle  Drum  water  seven  fish 
have  been  got,  and  some  six  on  Coulter  section  (one 
of  21  lb.)  by  Messrs.  Chalmers  and  Cooper.    On  the 
Blairs  and  Kincausie  one  or  two  have  been  got, 
but  the  sport  has  been  practically  nil  for  the  past 
few  weeks.    Oct  the  Don  anglers  are  now  bestirring 
themselves,  and  fair  baskets  of  yellow  trout  are 
being  made.    On  the  Ythan,  Mr.  J.  B.  Clyne  had  a 
basket  of  twelve  fish  on  March  20.  some  scaling 
up  to  l|-'b.,  while  Mr.  Davidson,  on  the  tidal  waters, 
had  a  basket  of  14 Jib.    The  rains  of  Sunday  and 
Monday  still  continue  (March  24),  and  the  snow 
i^i  disappearing  from  the  higher  hilk,  so  that  on 
the  whole  the  outlook  i^  cheerier  and  brighter  than 
it  has  been  this  year  yet. — G.  M. 

Oykell,  Oykelbridge  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). — The 
weather  has  berin  most  unfavourable  for  angling. 
Very  hard  frosts  at  night.  The  first  fish  of  the 
season,  a  salmon  weighing  101b.,  was  landed  on 
Junction  Pool  on  March  11  by  Mr.  H.  H.  Ward, 
Wolverhampton.  On  the  20th  the  same  angler 
fished  Rocky  Pool,  and  caught  two  salmon  weighing 
161b.  and  81b.  At  the  beginning  of  the  week  there 
was  a  change  in  the  weather  which  promises  better 
prospects. — B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — Although  weather  con- 
ditions have  been  anything  but  propitious  for 
angling,  the  following  sport  has  been  obtained  since 
last  reported: — On  March  17,  Sir  Archibald  Orr 
Ewing  Bart.,  Dumbartonshire,  landed  two  heavy 
salmon,  25lb.  and  21  lb.  ;  Captain  Barns  caught  an 
ll-pounder  on  March  18,  and  on  March  19  the  same 
angler  land'd  one  salmon  which  weighed  281b. 
March  20  was  blank,  but  on  March  21  Captain 
Barns  captured  one  weighing  201b.  Total  for  the 
week  five  salmon,  1051b.,  or  an  exact  average  of 
211b.— B. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  past  week  has  been 
much  of  a  blank  in  so  far  as  spring  salmon  fishing 
has  been  concet'ned.  The  Annan. — On  March  23 
Mr.  Jas.  London  landed  a  salmon  of  151b.  in  the 
Milnfield  pool  with  gudgeon.  Mr.  J.  Dixon  hooked 
a  salmon  on  Ma  ch  21,  but  lost  it.  Very  few  are 
bei'ig  caught  in  the  firth  nets.  Dumfries 
NiTH.  —  This  river  has  been  in  fair  trout- 
ing condition  and  a  few  ang'ers  are  now  out 
daily.  Salmon  kelts  are  on  their  way  seaward. 
The  Cluden  and  Cairn  are  a  little  low  and  clear. 
In  the  Cairn  near  Dunscore  a  few  yellow  trout 
have  fallen  to  the  rods.  In  the  Sanouhar  portion 
of  the  main  river  the  sport  is  of  little  account. 
The  Galloway  Rivers. — Nothi  ig  has  been  done 
on  these  river;  of  the  Stewartry  since  the  season 
opened.  Trout  fishing  has  not  been  tried  on  the 
lochs  yet.  The  Ayrshire  Rivers  and  Lochs. — 
Rod  fishing  has  had  a  set  back  since  last  report. 
With  fro  ty  mornings  and  other  unfavourable  con- 
ditions sport  among  trout  has  been  very  poor. 
Loch  fishing  has  hardly  commenced,  but  with 
favourable  weather  rods  will  be  out  during  the 
coming  week. — Heatherbell. 
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ANDERSONS 

GOLD  MEDAL 

FISHING 


OATAlOaUES  POST  FRCC  OH  APPUOATWH. 


ANDERSON,  ANDERSON  &  ANDERSON.Lm^ 

RUBBER,  WATERPROOF  and 
OILSKIN  MANUFACTURERS 

WATERPROOFS 


WeJI  Ventilated.  Storm  Cuffs  and  Fly. 
With  Hooks  to  shorten  to  Semi- 
Jacket  for  Deep  Wading,  prevenUng 
draggling  In  Water.  34  in.  and  37  In. 
long. 


ThB  LAOi£S»  "BUOKLAMO." 
Dark  Fawn  Fishing  Costume. 
Jacket   4.7/e 


OOAT.  67/6 

For-FlshIng,  Shooting,  General  Wear. 
Well  Ventilated,  Storm  Cuff  and  Fly. 
With  Hooks  to  shorten  Into  Jackdi 
for  Wading.  ^ 


OVCRALL  TROUSERS 

(Doubt*  5«ated).> 
For  Boat  Fishing,  A-c. 
With  Waterproof  Flap 
behind  tha  Fly  Front. 
In  strong  Double 
Texture. 
Twill,  No.  R14  25/- 
Black  Rubber     -  21/- 
Fawn     or  Blue 
niack  32/6 


STORM 
CAP. 

(Ventilated). 
Black  Rubber, 
2/9,  3/9.  6/6. 
Double 
Texture 
6/6,  6/6,  10/d 


THE  MAMPSHIRC." 

33  In.  or  36  In.  long. 

Ko  1       Ko.  1       Sat        Va  • 

25/-    2»/-    16/6  10/6 


No.  16,  7/6. 
No.  10,  6/6. 
Folds  small  for 
pocket. 


OVERAU  SKIRTS* 

(DouM*  S«Bt«4t. 
For  Boat  Fishing,  &o. 
In  strong  Doubia 
Texture. 
I3ln.  (eng   21/- 


ANDERSONS- 
GOLD  MEDAL 

FISHING 

N No.  l-HARD  WCAa 
K       No  1  w— Wide  Fittiae  tor  Extra  Ootluae. 
r<o.  2.-MEDIUM  W£Aft 


ANDERSON,  ANDERSON  d  ANDERSON  Ltd. 


WADERS 


No.  5-~LIGHT  WEAA. 
No.  4-MEDIUM  VEAR, 
No.  5-MEDlUM  WEAR. 


PISHING  STOCKINGS- 

No.  1    85/-    <    No.  8  2S;6 


TROUSERS, 
Showing  Waist  Belt, 
Woollen  Socks  uul  a 
pair  ol  LcAther  and 

Canvas  Brogue*, 
Wo  I     S2;6    I    Mo.  8 
No  1*  S5/-        No.  4 
No.  2     47/6    '    No.  S 


"BUCKLAND" 
Combination  Wadera, 
with  attached 
Leather  Brogaea. 
No  I  70/- 


DEVONSHIRE" 
Combination  Wadera, 
with  attached 
Rubber  Drogues, 
No  2  44/6 


"NORGE"  Semi-Waders, 
Upper  part,  Oroinary 
Tweed,  with  Pocket* 
Walcrprool  Mat 

Mo.  1,  63/6.    No.  9,  37/6. 


WOOLLEN  SOCKS.  2/3  C  3/- 
To  top  of  thigh,  5/6. 
Short  WATERPROOF  Socks,  7/6 


The  "OVERBOOT- 

Wader*  with 
Rubber  Goloah,  87/6 

The 
HAMPSHIRE' 


The "QUARTERDECK" 
Pure  Rubber,  Leather  Lined, 

Leather  Feet  and  Soles, 
-^2/6.  with  Hoba  55/- 
L«ather  Lined  Knee  Boot,  75/- 


The  "SUTHERLAND* 
Pure  Rubber  Lined  Leather 
with  anached  High  Leathct 
Brognea,  9S/> 


SILVERBURN- 
Shallow  Waders, 

Knee  (dark  pattern) 
turns  inside. 
No.  2,  2Sf6    No.  4,  30/- 
No.  3,  22/S    No.  5.  16/G 
If  without  Knee 
Extension,  4/6  Icaa 


CATALOGUES  P06T  FREE  ON  APPLICATION 


NON-SLIPPING  PIKE. 
For  GenUcmen,  29/6 
For  Ladiea,  25/- 


CATALOGUES 
POST 
FREE. 


Ltd. 

THE  WATERPROOFERS.  THE  RUBBER  HOUSE. 


ANDERSONS' 


CATALOGUES    POST    FREE    ON  APPLICATION. 


ANDERSONS' 


ANDERSON,  ANDEBSON  &  ANDERSON  Ltd. 


GOLD  MEDAL 


BROGUES^ 


FOR 

LIGHT 
WEAR. 


THESE    BROGUES    ARE    BRANDED    "ANDERSONS-    LONDON    GOLD    MEDAL  BROGUES." 

AND  BAGS 


'  EXPANDING  ■  SALMON. 
Ends  can  be  folded  in. 
by  llin  ,     .....    ^  10/6 


NEW  "  FHEHE." 
Detachable  Rubber  Lining. 

Lined  Unt^mtd 
No.  1    {18  by  f  f)    Il/e    -.  9/6 
No.  2    fl9by  121    13/6    ^.  10/6 
Ho.  3    122  by  IS)    16/6  12/6 
No.  4    (23  by  15)    19/6  14/6 


"PICKERING"  SALMON. 
Will  told  into  small  compass, 
in.  by  I3ift  - 


B  S.A.  ■  BOAT  CUSHION. 
15in  by  9i>n-.  Stout  Twill  7/6 

■FOLDING 
WATERPROOF 
-J    ,  SEAT 

/.  14in.  by  lOin.  --  1/G 
^LiIT^  >fiin.  by  12in.  .  2'- 


RUBBER  SEAT  MATS. 
I4iii.  by  lOin.    5/6       ISin.  by  llin,  6/6 


WATERPROOF  GLOVES, 
tfith  Finger*.      Without  Fingers, 
6/6  ft  7/6  2f6 


37,  aUEEN  VICTORIA  ST.,  E.G.    LONDON.   58-59,  CHARING  CROSS,  S.W. 

70,  QUEEN  STREET,  CARDIFF.  23,  CASTLE  STREET,  SWANSEA. 
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Spey  (Morayshire). — Both  weather  and  water 
conditions  have  considerably  improved,  the  latter 
having  been  in  good  volume  throughout  the  week. 
In  the  mornings,  however,  pretty  severe  frosts 
have  prevailed,  which  did  not  tend  to  successful 
angling.  Angling  has  improved  somewhat.  On 
Mr.  McCorquodale's  (Tulchan)  water,  the  first 
salmon  for  the  season  was  got  by  Mr.  Cruickshank's 
gamekeeper.  Mr.  James  Shand,  fisherman,  fishing 
in  the  Knockando  House  water  (Mr.  Hankey's), 
killed  three  salmon  weighing  7-Hb.,  71b.,  and  6Jlb. ; 
and  on  the  Carron  House  water,  Mr.  D.  Anderson, 
gamekeeper,  had  one  of  71b. ;  while  on  the  Wester 
Elchies  water,  Mr.  P.  Clutterbuck  had  one  of  6ilb., 
and  Captain  Moon  one  of  91b.  From  the  Easter 
Elchies  water.  Colonel  BythiU  landed  a  salmon  of 
71b.  ;  and  from  the  Arndilly  House  water  four 
salmon,  scaling  141b.,  8ib.,  71b.,  and  6Jlb.,  were 
landed,  and  also  another  of  131b.  by  Mr.  Menzies. 
On  the  Aikenway  House  portion  of  the  same 
water,  Mr.  John  Dallas,  fisherman,  kiUed  six  salmon 
weighing  respectively  161b.,  1.51b.,  and  four  of  71b., 
and  on  the  same  water.  Colonel  Bythill  one  of  61b. 
On  the  Rothes  water  (Mr.  Peto's),  Mr.  James 
Stewart,  fisherman,  killed  one  of  41b.  Last  week, 
on  the  Delfur  water,  four  salmon  were  killed. — J.  M. 

Tay. — The  river  has  been  in  good  order  and  fairly 
steady  for  most  of  the  past  week,  but  with  the 
exception  of  the  Stanley  section  of  the  river  sport 
has  been  rather  poor.  For  week  ending  March  23  : 
— Mr.  E.  J.  Laurence  killed  two  salmon  of  191b. 
and  81b.  on  March  17,  two  of  161b.  and  15Ib.  on 
March  18,  and  two  of  201b.  and  15lb.  dn  March  20, 
and  Jlr.  Arthur  W.  Blyth  three  of  231b.,  181b.,  and 
161b.  on  Upper  and  Lower  Stanley  beats,  while  Mr. 
Archd.  Coats'  boatman  had  one  fish  of  18lb.  on 
March  17  and  another  of  141b.  on  March  21  on  Red- 
gorton  water.  Mr.  Graeme  Whitelaw's  boatman 
got  one  fish  of  161b.  on  March  16  on  Murthly  Castle 
water.  On  the  upper  reaches,  Mr.  H.  W.  Johnstone 
killed  two  fish  of  16Jlb.  and  14Jlb.  on  Edradynate 
water. — A.  A. 

Thurso  and  Brora. — On  the  Thurso,  Mr.  Black 
had  one  salmon  of  71b.  on  Beat  3  on  March  14,  one 
of  7 Jib.  on  March  17,  one  of  91b.  on  Beat  5  on 
March  18,  and  one  of  71b.  on  Beat  4  on  March  19  ; 
Mr.  Finlayson  had  one  of  81b.  on  Beat  6  on 
March  14,  one  of  71b.  on  March  17,  and  two  of  71b. 
and  7 Jib.  on  Beat  5  on  March  18;  Mr.  Miller  had 
two  of  7 Jib.  and  81b.  on  Beat  6  on  March  18,  and 
one  of  121b.  on  Beat  7  on  March  19.  On  the  Brora, 
Mr.  McCorquodale  had  three  salmon  on  March  16, 
one  on  March  17,  six  on  March  18,  two  on  March  19, 
and  two  on  March  20  (one  of  171b.)  ;  Major  Burnell 
Milnes  had  three  on  March  16,  three  on  March  17, 
two  on  March  19,  one  on  March  20,  and  four  on 
March  21  (one  of  151b.).  The  weights  of  the  fish 
were  from  6Ib.  to  101b.  The  rivers  have  been  in 
good  order,  and  the  weather  mild.  Loch  Brora  was 
netted  on  March  20,  but  it  was  a  trifle  high  for  good 
fishing.  Salmon  were  very  scarce  compared  with 
last  year,  and  the  total  catch  was  under  forty  fish, 
but  a  number  of  them  were  about  201b.  in  weight. 
I  have  heard  it  said  by  old  fishermen  that  when 
salmon  were  scarce,  the  fish  caught  were  generally 
of  a  good  weight.  W  hy  should  that  be  ?  A  large 
number  of  kelts  were  got  and  returned,  but  there 
does  not  seem  to  be  many  clean  fish  in  the  loch  — 
Ultima  Thule. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Kivers. — 
The  Tweed  and  Teviot  have  now  fined  down  to 
their  spring  level.  Salmon  anglers  on  both  streams 
have  done  fairly  well  for  some  time  past.  On 
March  19,  Mr.  Duncan  Hill,  Kelso,  had  three  clean- 
run  salmon  on  the  Teviot,  weighing  91b.,  91b.,  and 
61b. ;  on  the  same  date,  Mr.  James  Blake  had  ft 
nice  fish  of  71b.  On  March  17,  Dr.  Hill  had  a  salmon 
of  between  91b.  and  lOlb.  on  Maison  View  stream. 
Mr.  James  Rutherford  had  one  of  61b.  on  the  Long 
Pool,  and  Mr.  A.  G.  Cameron  one  of  a  similar  weight 
at  the  Anna  End.  So  much  for  the  Teviot,  but  I 
have  to  mention  a  take  of  trout  and  grayling  on 
this  stream  by  Mr.  James,  Helton,  which  weighed 
between  131b.  and  141b.  At  Banff  Mill  (Tweed), 
Mr.  Kitson  and  Mr.  Parrington  killed  five  salmon 
of  31b.,  7Jlb.,  81b.,  7Jlb.  and  71b.  in  one  day's  fishing 
last  week.  On  the  Floors  Castle  lower  water,  on 
March  14,  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Roxburghe  killed 
a  101b.  salmon.  On  the  Ednam  House  water,  on 
Monday,  Mr.  James  Tait  had  one  of  81b.,  and 
on  Tuesday  one  of  the  same  weight.  On  the 
Hendersyde  water,  Mr.  Stewart  and  Mr.  Bennett 
had  seven  fish  last  week.  On  the  Twizel  water, 
Mr.  William  Stoddart  had  a  fine  clean-run  salmon 
of  181b.  on  March  14,  and  on  March  16  he  had  a 
newly-run  salmon  of  18Jlb.,  and  another  of  71b. 
On  the  Carham  water,  Mrs.  Birrell  and  William 
Robf  on,  fisherman,  had  nine  salmon  between  them 
last  week,  and  on  March  23  they  had  five  fine 
salmon — all  good  weights.  On  the  Sprouston  water 
a  similar  number  was  got ;  and  on  the  Birgham 
water  (Lord  Home's),  Major  Romanes  killed  a  fine 
spring  salmon  of  201b.  on  March  20.    The  Tweed 
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net  fishing  season  at  Berwick  has  this  week  been 
fairly  satisfactory.  Fish  from  other  districts  have 
been  plentiful,  and  prices  are  now  :  salmon,  2s.  6d. 
per  pound  ;  trout,  2s.  5d.  per  pound.  Lateb. — On 
the  Teviot,  on  March  12,  at  the  Anna  End  cast,  Mr. 
James  Blake,  merchant,  Kelso,  had  a  clean-run 
salmon  of  4Jlb. ;  on  the  same  river,  at  the  Cottage 
Stream  cast,  he  again,  on  March  21,  had  a  beautiful 
clean-run  spring  salmon  of  161b.,  a  rather  excep- 
tional weight  for  this  river. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bandon  B,iver  (co.  Cork).  —  The  following 
salmon  were  landed  during  the  past  week  : — Mr.  W. 
Bevan,  one,  14Jlb.  ;  Mr.  D.  Wren,  one,  lOJlb.  ;  Mr. 
Perry,  one,  11  Jib. ;  Mr.  Clarke,  one,  171b.  ;  Mr.  W. 
Duke,  one,  8Jlb. ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Reid,  two,  lOlb.  and 
lOJlb. ;  Mr.  F.  C.  Stenning,  two,  8Jlb.  and  9Jlb.  ; 
and  Mr.  F.  Crowley,  two,  6Jlb.  and  lOJlb.— W. 
Haynes  and  Son. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  patrons  of  Lough 
Mourne  and  the  Woodburn  and  Stoneyford  waters 
have  met  with  little  sport  up  to  the  present.  All 
the  local  rivers  are  heavily  flooded,  the  rain  having 
been  continuous  almost  since  March  21. — J.  A.  B. 

Boyne  (Navan). — Sport  during  the  week  ending 
March  24  has  been  poor,  fish  being  scarce,  due,  it  is 
stated,  to  a  long  canal  barge  having  by  accident 
stranded  on  the  top  of  Stackallen  Navigation  Weir, 
which  for  several  days  prevented  salmon  getting 
over  the  weir.  This  would  appear  to  be  correct,  as 
since  the  boat  was  got  off  several  good  f  sh  have  been 
taken.  On  Upper  Blackcastle  during  the  past 
threg  days,  Sir  Francis  Ley  had  five  of  31  lb.,  231b., 
221b.,  211b.  and  11  lb.,  and  Lady  Ley  one  of  221b. 
On  Lower  Blackcastle  the  fisherman  had  one  of 
131b.  On  Ardmulchan  I  hear  that  three  fish  were 
taken,  but  have  not  ascertained  the  weights. — 
Boyne  Rangee. 

Buudrowes  (co.  Donegal). — Some  fine  sport 
was  had  lately,  and  since  last  report  seventeen 
fresh-run  salmon  were  landed  ranging  in  weight 
from  91b.  to  181b.  by  the  following  anglers:  Mr.  A. 
Stubbs,  Mr.  W.  F.  Beart,  Capt.  Barton,  Mr.  J. 
Johnston,  Mr.  Blacker  Douglas,  etc.  Sport  at  time 
of  writing  continues  good,  and  a  good  run  of  salmon 
is  now  in  the  river.  Trouting  has  been  good  also. 
— M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers. — The  Ballinderry  is  high 
in  flood,  and  likely  to  remain  so  for  some  days,  so 
that  fly-fishing  is  out  of  the  question.  Fishing  the 
Kildress  reaches  on  March  23,  Mr.  Charles  R. 
Stevenson  creeled  twenty-five  trout  The  Black- 
water  is  sharing  in  the  general  deluge,  and  is  imfish- 
able.— J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — Trouting 
continues  first-rate  on  the  Erne,  and  the  river  is  in 
good  fishing order.^ — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Killarney. — Sport  continues  dull  on  the  lakes. 
On  Upper  Caragh,  in  this  district,  good  sport  is  now 
being  had  on  the  Glencar  Hotel  waters. — T.  J.  D. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork). — River  was  in  a  very 
flooded  state  on  March  22,  but  is  now  settling  down 
to  nice  order.  On  the  Fargus  Fishery,  Lieut. -Col. 
Wilson,  one,  91b.  ;  Lieut.  -  Col.  Curtis,  four, 
101b.,  71b.,  151b.,  171b.;  Mr.  S.  Haynes,  one, 
101b.;    and  Major  Ward,    one,    101b.     On  the  I 
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Carbery  water,  Capt.  Mackenzie,  three,  31b  ,  I3lb., 
151b. ;  and  Mr.  Wheatley,  one,  61b.  On  Upper 
Carbery  water,  Mr.  J.  O'Brien,  one,  141b.  On 
Clashaneur,  Mr.  J.  Leary,  one,  131b.  On  Ardruni 
water,  Capt.  Eraser,  R.N.,  one,  71b. ;  and  Capt. 
Farquhar,  two,  61b.,  181b.  On  the  Powdermills, 
Mr.  J.  Pike,  one,  71b. ;  on  Williams'  Hotel  water, 
Mr.  Smithson,  one,  8Jlb. ;  and  on  the  Carrigrohane 
Fishery,  Mr.  F.  H.  Bass,  one,  lOlb.  ;  and  Capt.  Read, 
one,  61b.  —  W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Lough  Currane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
The  following  are  details  of  the  sport  since  last 
report:  On  March  16,  Jim  J.  Sullivan  had  two 
salmon,  9Jlb.  and  8Jlb. ;  .John  J.  Sullivan,  one, 
11  Jib.  On  March  17,  Capt.  Rickards,  one,  it) Jib. 
On  March  19,  John  J.  Sullivan,  one,  lOJIb.  On 
March  20,  Patrick  M.  Currane,  one,  lOJIb.  On 
March  21,  Jim  J.  Sullivan,  one,  lOJlb.  '  Salmon 
have  been  coming  up  in  pretty  good  numbers 
recently.  The  weather  is  milder  at  time  of  writing, 
and  the  lake  is  in  nice  angling  order  after  recent 
rain.— T.  J.  D. 

Lougfh  Melvin. — Two  fresh-run  salmon  were 
landed  on  the  lake  during  the  past  week,  and  trout- 
ing was  fairly  good.  There  is  a  fine  stock  of  spring 
salmon  in  the  lake,  but  the  lake  is  yet  too  full  of 
water  :  it  will  be  in  order  in  a  week  or  ten  days. — 
M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Moy  (Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen,  Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — River  out  of  order  during  the  past  week. 
A  number  of  kelts  were  landed  on  the  shallows,  also 
some  good  sea-trout.  As  I  write  the  weather  looks 
settled,  and  if  it  would  keep  so  good  would  follow. 
Clean  fish  are  showing  in  all  the  pools,  both  loughs 
are  high  for  sport. — Jim  Heaenes  and  Sons. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Water  is  still  very 
high,  and  will  be  for  some  time.  There  were  no  rods 
on  the  river  during  the  week  owing  to  flood.  Cn 
Lough  Conn  one  spring  fish  was  got,  a  large 
pike,  and  some  trout,  all  on  the  minnow.  There  is 
some  good  sport  expected  when  the  water  gets  into 
order,  as  a  good  number  of  fish  went  up. — John 
Devbrs. 

North  Kerry  Rivers. — All  these  waters  are  now 
in  high  flood  after  heavy  rains. — T.  J.  D. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — No  alterations  have 
taken  place  in  conditions  of  water  and  weather. 
On  Doonas,  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams  killed  three  salmon, 
29|lb.,  221b.,  and  36Jlb.  On  Prospect  the  fishermen 
killed  two  salmon,  181b.  and  261b.  On  Newgarden, 
Mr.  F.  Milburn,  five  salmon,  81b.,  2.51b.,  331b.,  281b., 
and  21  Jib.  On  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham's  Castle  Fishery, 
Mr.  Jno.  Enright,  one  salmon,  28Jlb.  On  Hermitage, 
Mr.  S.  C  Vansittart,  one  salmon,  261b. — J.  Enright 
AND  Son. 


REPORTS  EE  RIVERS  IN  NORWAY. 


From  Bachke  and  Co.,  Drontheim,  March  16, 
1908. — Replying  to  your  inquiry,  the  reports  we 
have  received  from  the  fishing  districts  state  that 
the  winter  has  not  been  very  cold,  but  there  is  a 
fair  amount  of  snow.  The  rivers  are  still  frozen  up, 
and  thi^  month  there  has  been  cold  weather  and 
also  a  considerable  fall  of  snow.  In  the  higher 
parts  there  is  no  doubt  a  large  amount  of  snow. 

From  G.  Bibkeland,  Christiansund,  IVLarch  18, 
1908. — In  answer  to  your  inquiry,  I  beg  to  inform 
you,  according  to  letters  I  have  just  received  from 
the  fishing  districts,  that  there  are  great  lots  of 
snow  laying  on  the  high  mountains,  and  the  fishing 
rivers  appear  to  be  splendid  for  the  coming  season. 
Last  month  we  had  much  frosty  weather,  too,  which 
brings  deep  ice  in  the  ground,  and  by  thawing 
causes  a  sufficient  supply  of  water  in  the  rivers. 

From  Ole  R.  Olsen,  Bergen,  March  23.  1908. — 
I  beg  to  give  you  the  following  information.  Of 
snow  there  is  this  winter  a  fair  stock  in  the  North 
Trondhjems  Amt,  comprising  such  rivers  as  Namsen 
and  Stjordal.  In  the  South  Trondhjems  Amt  the 
Gula  basin  is  said  to  be  well  stocked  with  snow, 
and  the  Orkla  fairly  well.  In  the  Romsdals  Amt, 
comprising  rivers  like  the  Sundal,  Surendal,  and 
Rauma,  the  high  mountains  are  said  to  be  covered 
with  well- packed  snow  lying  deep.  In  this  neigh- 
bourhood it  is  an  average  year  as  to  snow  on  the 
Voss  and  Sogne  Mountains,  whe  easintheSondfjord 
district  there  is  plenty  of  snow  on  the  high  fields. 
Further  south,  and  especially  in  the  Mandal  district, 
there  is  very  much  snow,  which  is  well  packed 
because  it  fell  early,  and  partly  long  before 
Christmas.  From  the  Nordland  district  we  have 
heard  nothing  in  particular  yet,  but  according  to 
the  snowstorms  which  were  raging  up  there  some 
time  ago  there  should  be  no  need  of  water  the 
corning  season. 

From  T.  C.  Jonasen,  Stavangee,  March  20, 
1908.- — -I  have  to-day  much  pleasure  m  informing 
you  that  the  prospects  for  a  good  salmon  fishing 
season  in  this  part  of  Norway  are  very  good  indeed. 
Tremendous  masses  of  snow  have  fallen  in  the  high 
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SPRING  FISHING. 

Send  your  Orders  direct  to  the  Practical  Manufacturers. 

2X/.  THE  MUmTM-lN-PARVOTFLY  ROD.  21/- 
3T/e      THE  NEW  COMPOSITE  ROD.  3T/S 

Two  pieces,  with  built  cane  top,  9  ft.,  9  ft.  6  in.,  and  10  ft.,  close  whipped  throughout, 
cork  handle,  beautifully  balanced  and  finished. 


2X/- 


OUR  FAMOUS  3-JOINT  GREENHEART 
FLY  RODS. 

9  ft.  to  10  ft.  6  in.,  cork  grip,  and  all  improvements. 

FLY  DEPARTMENT. 

Now  is  the  time  to  have  your  Spring  Flies  Dressed. 
FLOATING,  2/-  doz.  DOUBLE  WINGED,  2/6  doz 

Devonshire  Patterns  for  Axe  and  Topridge  from  the  Selection  of  Loeal  Experts. 

TESTIMONIALS. 


London,  W. 

Dear  Sirs, — Flies  to  hand.  I  like  them  very 
much.  Youi'  flies  always  please  me,  and  you 
know  that  I  am  very  hard  to  please  in  the  matter 
of  Trout  Flies.  I  will  say  this  about  your  flies  : 
they  are  tied  to  nature,  and  what  is  more,  the 
trout  like  them  ;  you  put  the  correct  feathers 
and  furs  in  your  flies,  and  your  tiers  are  artists. 

Piccadilly,  London,  W. 
Gentlemen, — I  now  enclose  remittance  for  the 
flies.    I  also  had  some  of  those  you  made  for 

Mr.  K  .    I  don't  know  if  you  saw  in  the 

Field  that  I  caught  two  beauties— 5  lbs.  8  ozs., 
and  6  lbs.  12  ozs.— the  largest  taken  in  our  water 
for  nine  years.  I  caught  them  with  the  grey- 
legged  ones.   Tliey  would  look  at  nothing  else. 

W.  J.  B. 


Campden  Hill, 

London,  W. 
I  may  tell'you  for  your  satisfaction  that  fishing 
for  Sea  Trout  late  last  year  (in  September)  with 
one  of  your  Red  Teals  (brother  to  the  one  en- 
closed as  pattern)  and  one  of  your  rather  fine 
Grilse  Casts,  my  son-in-law  hooked  a  27  lb. 
Salmon,  and  after  playing  it  in  very  rough  water 
in  the  Laardal  River  for  nearly  two  hours,  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  gaffing.  It  speaks  well  for 
your  tackle.  CoL.  C.  S. 

LindiUa, 

Ceylon. 

Dear  Sirs. — I  enclose  cheque  for  flies  to  hand. 
I  am  very  pleased  with  patterns  sent.  I  im- 
mediately established  a  record  with  them. 


OGDEN&SCOTFORD 


CHELTENHAM. 


:9   GOLD,    SIL.VER,    AND    OTHER   MEDALS  AWARDED. 


WYERS  FRERES 


SOLE 

EUROPEAN  AGENTS 


PATENT  'MEEK' 
CASTING  REEL, 

Price  32/-  each. 

STRONG.       SIMPLE.  ACCURATE. 
SPECIAL    TACKLE   F-OR  THE 
AIYIERICAN    STYLE    OF  CASTING. 

Always  IN  STOCK,  see  our  General  Catalogue. 

WYERS  FRERES,  CONTINENTAL  WORKS,  REDDITGH. 

CATALOGUES   POST  FREE.  Manager:  ALBERT  SMITH. 


For 

Prmmorvlng  and  Watapprooflng 
BOOTS,  LEGGINGS, 

Fishing  Lines, 
HARNESS,  SADDLERY, 

MACHINE  BELTING, 
MOTOR  CLUTCHES, 
and 

all  kinds  of  leather  articles. 


NO  "RUBBING  IN"  REQUIRED. 


Tlie  only  Leather  Oil  used  in 
the  German  Army, 

IN   TINS,  WITH    BRUSH   COMPLETE      {    **  '/-i  .2A-  &  4/-  «aoh,  or 


1/3,  2/4  &  4/6,  post  free. 


To  be  had  of  all  Dealers,  or  direct  from — 
The  Mars  Oil  (F)  Co.,  10  &  12,  Milton  St.,  LONDON,  E.O. 


The  Crown  Hotel 

PENRITH,  CUMBERLAND. 


Three  miles  of  the  best  Trout 
and  Salmon  Fishing  in  the  River 
Eamont,  free  to  Visitors  staying 
in  the  Hotel. 


FIRST  CLASS  HOTEL,  EVERY  CONVENIENCE. 


TABLE  D'HOTE  AT  7.30. 


Golf.       Coaching.       Billiards.  Garage. 


BOARDING    AND    WEEK-END     TERMS  ON 
APPLICATION. 


'BUS  MEETS  ALL  TRAINS.      NIGHT  PORTER. 

J.  H.  &  T.  SIDDLE,  Proprietors. 

Telephone  No.  :  091. 


J.  E.  MILLER, 

NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  DEPOT, 
19,  New  Station  Street,  LEEDS. 

Telegrams:  "PISCATOE,  LEEDS."  Telephone:  No.  2601 


THE  "NEW  WENSLEYDALE"  FLY  ROD. 


3-piece  G-reenhearfc,  balanced  handle  and  snake  rings, 
very  powerful  and  highly  finished.  Price,  10/6. 
lOJ  ft.,  about  8  oz.  ;  11  ft.,  8f  oz. 


MILLER'S   YORKSHIRE  FLIES 

ON  GUT,  HAIR  ON   EYED  HOOKS,  1/9  doz. 

Selections  made  up  for  any  Water. 


LARGEST  STOCK  IN  THE  KINGDOM 
OF  RODS,  REELS,  LINES,  WADERS, 
AND  GENERAL  TACKLE, 


NEW  UP-TO-DATE  STOCK  FOR  SEASON  1908. 

CATALOGUE  POST  FREE. 
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mountains,  bo  there  will  be  no  lack  of  water  during 
the  sumnaer.    The  rivers  are  in  good  condition. 

From  F.  Reesthardt  and  Co.,  Chbistiansand, 
March  21,  1908.— It  is,  of  course,  difficult,  if  not 
impossible,  to  say  anything  about  the  prospects  for 
this  season's  fishing  yet,  but  so  far  as  regards  the 
quantity  of  water  in  the  rivers  the  prospects  seem 
most  promising.  There  is  an  abundance  of  snow 
in  the  country,  and  the  quantity  of  snow  in  the 
mountains  is  stated  to  be  unusually  large.  The 
spring  has  up  till  now  been  very  cold  (in  fact,  a 
lot  of  snow  has  come  down  in  March),  so  that  no 
snow  has  melted  yet.  If  the  spring  does  not 
become  very  warm,  causing  a  rapid  thaw  in  the 
mountains,  there  seems  to  be  every  prospect  of  a 
very  good  supply  of  water — at  all  events,  in  the 
earlier  part  of  the  season. 

Special  Notices. — The  BergenSke  and  Norden- 
fjeldske  Companies  announce  an  additional  express 
steamer  to  the  northern  ports,  leaving  Trondhjem 
8.30  a.rn.  Mondays.  We  intend  our  steamers  to  reach 
Trondhjem  early  Monday  morning  to  connect  with 
this  new  service — in  case  of  need  passengers  will  be 
transferred  at  Selven. 

Boat  Trains. — During  the  coming  season  the 
Wilson  Line  boat  express  will  leave  King's  Cross, 
Tuesdays,  Thursdays,  and  Saturdays  at  2  p.m  , 
May  26  to  Aug.  22.  The  train  will  run  direct  to 
the  New  Riverside  Quay,  where  it  is  due  6.10  p.m. 
The  steamers  will  lay  alongside  this  quay  and  will 
sail  immediately  after  the  boat  train  passengers 
have  embarked.  Dinner  will  be  served  whilst  going 
down  the  river.  Steamers  from  Trondhjem  (Dron- 
theim),  Bergen,  and  Christiania  will  be  timed  to 
arrive  at  the  New  Quay  Sunday  midnight  or  early 
Monday  morning,  and  the  boat  express  will  depart 
from  the  Riverside  Quay  station  at  9  a.m.  for  King's 
Cross,  June  22  to  Sept.  28.  Pull  particulars  will 
appear  in  the  sailing  programmes. 

Thos.  WrLSON,  Sons  &  Co.,  Ltd. 


KINROSS-SHIRE  FISHING  CLUB. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  members  of 
this  old-established  club,  which  has  a  large  member- 
ship, was  held  in  the  Green  Hotel,  Kinross,  last 
week,  when  the  Rev.  F.  H.  Williamson,  president 
occupied  the  chair.  The  financial  statement  showed 
a  very  sat'sfactory  balance  in  hand  of  £51  4s.  8d. 
Sir  Basil  T.  Graham  Montgomery,  Bart.,  the  Laird 
of  Loch  Leven,  is  patron.  Office-bearers  were  elected 
as  follows:  Mr.  Andrew  R.  Dick,  Cowdenbeath 
president;  Mr.  John  M.  Wright,  Tillyrie,  vice- 
president;  Mr.  James  Smith,  Clydesdale  Bank,  Kin- 
ross (re-elected),  hon.  sec.  and  treasurer.  A  com- 
mittee was  also  elected.  The  following  were  admitted 
members  of  the  club  :  Mr.  Finlay,  W.S.,  Edinburgh  ; 
Mr.  Bernard  Pumphrey,  Newcastle-on-Tyne ;  and 
Mr.  Wm.  Doig  Gibb,  Newcastle-on-Tyne.  The 
dates  of  the  four  competitions,  which  will  be  con- 
fined to  fly  fishing,  as  usual,  were  fixed  as  follows- 
May  14,  June  25,  July  30,  and  August  27. 

R.  B.  Laing. 


MATLOCK  AND  CROMFORD  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  above  association  was 
held  at  the  Devonshire  Hotel,  Matlock  Bath,  on 
March  21.  Mr.  F.  C.  Arkwright,  J.P.,  D.L..  president 
ot  the  association,  was  in  the  chair,  supported  by  the 
committee  and  a  large  number  of  members.  The 
accounts  for  the  year  were  submitted  by  the 
treasurer  and  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  Henry  Cooper, 
great  satisfaction  being  expressed  by  all  present  at 
the  very  gratifying  results.  During  the  vear,  1750 
S'^.^T''^^  ^^^^  ^^^"^  turned  into  the  water, 
and  500  yearlings,  whilst  another  2100  yearlings 
S^in.  to  6in.  1<  ng.  will  be  turned  into  the  river  on 
Saturday,  March  28,  and  in  June  next,  1000  grav- 
hng   8in.  to  12in.,  will  be  turned  into  the  Bonny 

if-  u  fu-*^  o*her  grayling  swims  with 

which  this  fishery  abounds.  The  president,  vice- 
presidents,  hon.  treasurer  and  secretary,  and  the  old 
committee,  with  the  addition  of  Mr.  E.  Lees  Belper 
were  all  re-elected,  their  valuable  services  during 
the  past  year  being  suitably  acknowledged! 
Kule  I  I  was  altered,  whereby  all  fish  under  lOin 
must  be  returned  to  the  water.  The  water  of  the 
association  was  reported  to  be  now  thoroughly  well 
stocked  with  takable  fish,  and  the  member!  present 
corroborated  this,  so  that  in  the  future  only  well- 
grown  yearhngs  will  be  turned  in.  A  few  new 
members  were  elected,  which  fills  up  the  list,  with 
the  exception  of  one  or  two.  Gentlemen  wishing 
to  obtain  membership  should  write  at  once  to  Mr 
«nr<,7  r*"'  .Pe/l'y-road.  Cromford,  the  hon' 
secretary  who  will  fumish  all  information. 

Matlock  Bath.  j.  Henstock. 


Jlssocittfions,  etc. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post, 

Anqlebs'  Benevolent  Society. 
I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  many  thanks  the 
receipt  of  £1  Os.  7d.,  Walham  Green  A.S. ;  16s.  8d.. 
Stratford  A.S.  ;  £1  lis.  6d.,  Amicable  Waltonians; 
£3  10s.  9d.,  Brunswick  Brothers;  £1  38.,  Royal 
George  A.S. ;  £2  12s.  6d.,  Cambridge  Heath; 
£2  Is.  2d.  Queen's  A.S. ;  £4  4s.,  Wiltshire  United 
A.S.  ;  and  £1  Is.,  annual  subscription  from  C.  A. 
Body,  Esq.,  Sydenham  Hill.— W.  H.  Barber, 
9,  Hetley  Road,  Shepherds  Bush. 

City  of  London  Piscatobiai  Society. 
Mr.  Jesse  Birch  presided  over  a  pleasant  meeting 
at  Mason's  Hall  on  Tuesday,  March  24,  when  fishing 
reports  were  few,  and  those  to  hand  not  particu- 
larly favourable.  The  evening  had  been  set  apart 
in  the  list  of  meetings  for  discussion  of  angling 
results  of  the  expiring  season — accordingly,  fish, 
fishing,  and  fishing  waters,  in  the  past,  present,  and 
future,  provided  much  material  for  interesting 
conversation,  especially  as  regards  restocking.  One 
thing  seemed  to  be  generally  agreed  upon — namely, 
that  the  intelligence  of  fish  was  very  much  in 
accordance  with  their  size,  and  as  the  weight  of  a 
fish  increased,  so  generally  did  its  wariness  and 
understanding— in  fact,  its  education  became  more 
thorough  and  complete.  Attention  was  again 
directed  to  the  great  musical  evening  taking  place 
on  Tuesday  next  week,  March  31.  Mr.  Councillor 
Harris  will  take  the  chair  precisely  at  8  p.m.,  when 
the  entertainment  will  commence.  If  members  and 
visitors  will  kindly  note  this,  and  take  their  seats  a 
short  time  previously,  it  will  greatly  conduce  to  a 
successful  result,  for  as  it  will  be  a  "  ladies'  night," 
and  Mr.  Merritt  has  prepared  a  particularly  fine 
and  varied  programme,  there  is  certain  to  be  a 
very  large  attendance. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gbesham  Angling  Society. 
The  Bristol  room  of  the  Manchester  Hotel  was 
well  filled  on  Tuesday  last  with  members  and  visitors 
from  the  other  angling  societies  to  participate  in  the 
demonstration  of  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  "  on  the  making 
of  ground  baits  and  pastes."  Mr.  Gray  apologised 
to  the  visitors  for  their  having  been  inveigled 
by  some  of  the  members  into  coming  to  see  such 
a  simple  operation  as  making  paste  or  ground  bait, 
but  his  apology  was  quite  unnecessary,  as  even 
the  most  expert  roach  fisherman  confessed  that 
he  had  learnt  something  new.  It  was  indeed  a 
treat  to  see  the  deft  way  Mr.  Gray  manipulated 
his  materials  and  produce  the  lure  in  exactly  their 
state  of  consistency  desired.  With  the  help  of  a 
very  large  aquarium  glass  Mr.  Gray  showed  the 
effect  of  water  on  the  ground  baits,  both  in  its 
descent  and  when  at  rest,  and  pointed  out  both 
right  and  wrong  methods— in  fine,  one  must 
have  been  very  stupid  indeed  if,  after  Mr.  Gray's 
most  able  exposition,  he  left  the  room  without 
having  acquired  a  large  amount  of  practical  know- 
ledge of  the  subject.  A  very  cordial  vote  of  thanks 
testified  to  the  appreciation  of  Mr.  Gray's  efforts, 
the  visitors  being  particularly  enthusiastic  in  their 
thanks.  Mr.  Zerfass  presided  in  his  usual  genial 
and  efficient  manner.  During  the  evening  the 
chairman  announced  that  the  trout  for  the  nursery 
would-be  at  Chesham  on  Saturday  next  at  3  p.m. 
The  annual  dinner  will  be  held  in  the  Piscatorial 
Saloon  of  the  Holborn  Restaurant.  A  few  good 
chub  were  taken  by  some  of  the  members,  but  the 
wmd-up'.of  the  season  has  been  disappointing  — 
Hon.  Sec.  ^  ^' 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 
The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  at  the 
meeting  on  Wednesday,  March  25,  and  some  very 
iinportant  business  was  transacted.  The  secretary 
will  be  pleased  to  have  a  pos'card  from  members 
who  have  not  yet  replied  to  his  circular  stating 
whether  they  are  coming  to  the  dinner  on  April  29 
or  not.  Now  that  the  trout  season  is  at  hand 
members  should  make  a  note  to  visit  our  Barford 
water  and  give  it  a  trial.  There  are  some  very  large 
trout  in  this  fishery,  and  if  fishc  d  for  by  the  same 
methods  adopted  for  Thames  trout,  there  is  no 
reason  why  trout  from  5Ib.  to  121b.  should  not  be 
captured.  A  letter  to  Mr.  Davis  a  day  or  two  before 
one  intends  going,  asking  him  to  mark  down  any 
feeding  fish  and  to  have  the  boat  ready,  is  all  that  is 


necessary.  Members  are  reminded  that  the  annual 
general  meeting  takes  place  next  Wednesday. — 
Hon.  Reporter. 

Lychnobite  Angling  Society. 
(Headquarters,  Falcon  Tavern,  Gough-square,  E.C.) 

The  return  match  with  the  Rye  House  A.C. 
resulted  in  a  victory  for  the  last-named,  one  fish 
sufficing  to  decide  the  contest.  The  members'  com- 
petition wa^  postponed  till  to-day  (Saturday, 
March  28).  The  repast  was  again  admirably 
served  by  Host  Abel,  and  Mr.  A.  C.  Cannell  pre- 
sided. A  capital  concert  followed.  As  our  financial 
year  closes  with  the  end  of  March,  will  those  gentle- 
men who  kindly  offered  to  contribute  to  the  prize 
fund  communicate  ?  The  annual  general  meeting 
is  fixed  for  April  1 1  at  the  Falcon  Tavern. — Hon. 
Sec. 


THE  SEA— THE  CRADLE  OF  LIFE. 


"Wet-Fly  Flshingr,  Treated  Methodically,"  by  E.  M. 

Tod.  New  Edition.  Illustrated.  "  Written  by  a  fisherman  who 
has  practised  the  art  with  phenomenal  success."— ScoMtsA  Field. 
Can  be  had,  post  free,  for  es.  id.  by  sending  crossed  cheque  or 
postal  order  to  the  Manager,  FiSHlifi  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.C. 


Interesting  indeed  to  the  members  of  the  British 
Sea  Anglers'  Society  was  Mr.  Bass's  paper  read  to 
them  on  Wednesday,  March  18.  Broad  though 
is  his  treatment  of  the  subject,  he  was  in 
close  touch  throughout  with  the  sea  angler  who 
revels  in  the  consideration  of  subjects  dealing  with 
his  favourite  sport.  To  see,  dream  over,  study,  and 
even  catch  the  creature  that  was  most  certainly  his 
progenitor  is  nomean  addition  to  the  pleasure  of  the 
sea  angler.  Mr.  Bass  described  with  much  clearness 
and  good  reasoning  the  formation  of  our  globe  by  the 
aggregation  of  cosmic  matter,  atoms,  electrons,  and 
what  not — by  cosmic  vertices — huge  whirlwinds,  as 
it  were,  then  the  gradual  accretion  of  matter  and 
the  formation  of  water  in  vaporous  form  by  the 
union  of  the  oxygen  and  hydrogen  shown  by 
spectral  analysis  to  be  present  in  large  quantities  in 
all  our  stellar  bodies.  Then  the  cooling  brings 
down  the  water  and  the  sea  is  formed,  and  the 
vast  power  of  the  tides  comes  into  play,  whose 
influence  upon  the  future  of  our  world  Mr.  Bass 
had  much  to  say  that  cannot  be  given  here.  After 
quoting  Sir  Robert  Ball,  one  of  our  first  authorities, 
he  urged  that  their  effect  would  certainly  be  to 
lengthen  our  day  by  the  brake  action  the  sea  was 
continually  bringing  into  force  on  the  speed  of  the 
rotation  of  the  earth. 

Turning  from  the  physical  side  of  the  subject, 
Mr.  Bass  laid  down  broadly  the  view  that  the  sea 
was  the  cradle  of  all  living  organisms,  at  any  rate 
in  their  ancestral  forms.  That  the  life  principle  did 
not  exist  in  thejethereal  space  it  is  impossible  to  as- 
sert, nor  that  it  was  not  possible  for  it  to 
survive  the  intense  heat  attendant  upon  the  forma- 
tion of  our  globe.  It  is  at  any  rate  clear  that 
the  earliest  manift  stations  of  life,  as  we  understand 
it,  first  vegetable  and  (possibly  much  later)  animal 
life,  took  place  in  the  bosom  of  the  seas  of  primor- 
dial times,  the  peopling  of  the  dry  land  following 
much  later  by  adaptation  to  that  new  environment. 

Years  ago  the  proposition  of  the  development  of 
homo  sapiens  from  the  Nile  mud  egg  was 
thought  preposterous  ;  and  but  for  the  discovery 
and  study  of  the  science  of  embryology  we  might 
still  be  taking  that  view. 

Embryology  shows  us  the  changes  taking  place 
in  the  impregnated  animal  seed  before  birth, 
and  demonstrates  to  us— inferentially  at  least  — 
how  the  sea  is  the  cradle  common  to  all 
forms  of  life.  The  simplest  and  most  primitive 
organisms  are  still  aquatic  or  marine.  When  a 
inan  begins  to  be,  he  is  the  simple  tenant  of  a 
single  cell ;  he  passes  through  stage  after  stage  of 
differentiation,  increase  and  development  till  the 
final  form  is  reached.  The  same  processes  of 
development  which  once  took  thousands  of  years 
to  accomplish  are  condensed  into  weeks,  and  the 
embryo  of  such  vanished  creature  is  now  for  ever 
built  into  the  inmost  being  of  man.  Mr.  Bass  pro- 
ceeded to  trace  the  descent  of  man  ultimately  from 
the  original  sources  of  primitive  mundane  life  in  the 
ocean,  following  them  in  the  development  reached 
as  they  emerged  thence  on  to  the  land.  The 
evolution  of  the  ear  and  other  human  organs  from 
the  gills  and  gill-cases  that  became  useless  as  the 
breathing  arrangements  were  changed  was  ably 
traced.  Thus  Mr.  Bass  contended  the  sea  is  the 
cradle  of  life. 

In  eloquent  fashion  the  paper  was  brought  to  a 
close.  The  potent  effect  which  as  a  race  and  nation 
the  sea  has  had  upon  us  all  appea's  only  with  a 
voice  audible  to  men  of  a  seafaring  race. 

The  sea  is  our  inheritance  not  merely  for  our 
pleasure  as  sea  anglers  or  for  our  business — far 
beyond  these  rests  the  imperative  duty  of  up-- 
holding  the  British  flag  upon  its  waters.  Time 
and  time  again,  in  and  out  of  season,  we  must 
impress  upon  our  responsible  heads  the  vital  need 
for  the  pathways  of  the  seas  being  kept  under  all 
conditions  safe  for  British  life  and  British  trade 

H.  P 
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12/3,  14/-,  15/9,  17/6,  19/3,  &c. 

SUIT  LENGTHS 

"  Homespun  " 


Variety  of  Shades ;  Pure  Wool ;  unexcelled  for  Style  and  Hard  Wear. 


Fop  angling,  SHOOTING,  and  GOLFING 
SUITS  and  COSTUMES  any  of  the  cloths 
ean  now  be  supplied  EXTRA  SHRUNK  and 
RAINPROOFED  at  a   small   extra  charge. 

When  treated  bv  this  process  (which  renders  them  rain  but  not  air 
proof,  and   ENTIRELY  OBVIATES    SHRINKING)  the 

Bantrj'  Tweeds  form  ideal  materials  for  these  purposes  as  well  as 
for  General  wear. 

Patterns  free  from  THOMAS  COPITHORNE,  Bantry,  Ireland. 


4  Leading^  Specialities  for 
the  Season. 

GREGSO/I'S  PATENT  SPRING  CLASP,  for  fishing  rod  joints, 
will  save  you  endless  trouble  and  anxiety.  By  the  use  of  these  clasps 
the  joints  cannot  turn,  the  rings  are  always  in  a  straight  line,  and  the 
joints  cannot  come  out.  Simple  to  fit.  //«  per  set,  post  free,  or  send 
us  your  rod  with  postal  order,  value  t/6,  and  we  will  fit  the  clasps  and 
return  by  next  post. 

GREGSON'S  2 -PIECE  TAKE-DOWN  NET  STAFF,  with  the 
patent  clasp,  is  ahead  of  all  others  ;  well  finished,  aud  only  occupies  half 
the  room  of  others.    4-/6,  post  free. 

GREGSON'S  COLLAPSIBLE  LANDING  NET,  the  best  and  only  net 
of  this  description  on  the  market.    12/6  complete.    Salmon  size,  17/6, 

THE  GREGSON  BAG,  suitable  for  anglers,  shooters,  cyclists,  tourists,  and 
all  sportsmen,  post  free,  2/— 


GREGSON  &  CO.,  Fishing  Tackle 

BLACKBURN. 


Maliers, 

Tel.  0828. 


ROBERT  TURNBULL, 

Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Manufacturer, 
10  &  12,    HANOVER   street,  Edinburgh. 


FINEST  SELECTION  IN  THE  WORLD  OF 
RODS  AND  TACKLE  FOR  ANY  WATER, 

Everything  fresh  and  up-to-date. 
Quality-THE  BEST.  Prices-RIGHT. 

ANGLERS  WOULD  DO  WELL  TO  ORDER  NOW. 


Telegrams,  "Tackle,  Edinburgh." 


CATALOGUES  FREE. 


IRELAND. 


Gentlemen  going  on  fishing  tours  in  this 
country  should  write  to  us  for  information 
as  to  suitable  tackle.  We  have  all  the 
best  Killing  Flies  for  Brown  Trout,  Sea 
Trout,  and  Salmon.  Sole  makers  of  the  celebrated  "  Flexible  Grip"  Salmon 
and  Trout  Rods.  Every  requisite  for  angling  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 
Illustrated  Price  List  post  free. 

BRADDELL  &  SON,  21,  Castle  Place,  Belfast. 

Established  1811. 


KEISTNET  FISHERIES. 

Price  List  of  Trout  and  Grayling  Fisit  Food,  &g. 
Apply   Manager,   Kennet  Valley   Fisheries,  Hungerford. 

Telegraphic  AMms:     FISIIEllIBS,  HUNOERFOKT)." 


LA  PECHE  MODERNE 


An  Illustrated  French  Angling  Paper  published  the  1st  and  15th  of  each  month. 

Annual  Subscription,  4s. 

All  communications  should  be  addressed  to  the  Directors — Wybhs  Freres,  30,  Quai  de  Louvre.Paris. 


BEWARE 


of  People  assuming:  and  trading  in  the  name 
of  Ogden.  AYOID  disappointment  by 
dealing  at   the  old-established  shop. 


JAMES  OGDEN 


Durham  Ranger 


PRACTICAL  ANGLER,  AND  MANUFACTURER  OF 
EVERY  DESCRIPTION  OF  FISHING  TACKLE. 


Maker  of  Hlgh-class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  Rods. 


4eui  ScOTE 


The  Best  and  most  Artistic  Fly  Dressers  known  are  in  the  employ  of  JAMES  OQDEN. 

Jas.  Ogden's  "Multum  in  Parvo"  Fly  Rod,  21/- 

A  BETTER  FLY  ROD  IS  BEYOND  THE  ART  OF  ROD  MAKING.   SENT  ON  APPROVAL  FOR  INSPECTION. 


IMPORTANT  CAUTION. 

The  only  man  hy  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  Fishing  Tackle  Business 

Telephone  27YS.  ifi   Cheltenham,  Telegrams;  "James  Ogden." 
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Provineial  Angling  |lotes. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post. 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  twenty-first  annual  dinner  of  the  delegates 
of  the  Birmingham  Angling  Association  was  held 
n  Saturday  evening  last  at  the  Old  Royal  Hotel, 
emple-rovv.    Mr.  Thomas  Coles,  the  president  of 
the  association,  oncupied  the  chair.    Over  200  dele- 
gates sat  down'  to  dint  er.    After  the  cloth  was 
removed,  the  short  toast  list  was  got  through  in 
good  time,  and  a  very  enjo>  able  concert,  arranged 
by  Mr.  James  Babone,  the  general  ;  ecretary,  made 
he  latter  part  of  the  evening  most  enjoyable, 
he  Birmingham  association  is  taking  steps  to 
nforce  the  pbservance  of  the  close  season,  and  the 
.^embers'  attention  is  called  to  the  great  increa  e 
f  rnembers  and  the  scarcity  of  fish  in  our  public 
sheries — that  any  members  taking  coarse  fish 
etween  now  and  June  15  should  be  reported  to 
he  committee  of  the  as-ooiation  through  the  club 
o  which  the  member  may  belong.    I  am  pleased  to 
e  that  our  association  intends  to  punish  these 
ongdoers    for    their  unsport  manlike  conduct, 
he    Jjirmingham    Anglers'    Benevolent  Society 
till  continues  to  carry  on  its  good  work.  On 
arch  19  several  sums  were  granted  to  members 
distress.    Mr.  J.  Rabone,  the  general  secretary, 
eported  two  death, claims  which  he  had  paid  since 
e  last  monthly  meeting  of  the  society.  The 
"hite  Swan  Piscatorials,  affiliated  to  the  Provincial 
Angling  Association,  held  their  annual  dinner  on 
Saturday  evening  last  at  the  White  Swan,  Edmond- 
street,  Birmingham.    The  dinner  was  a  thorough 
success,  and  a  large  number  of  members  passed  a 
very  jolly  evening.    This  club  has  now  over  430 
members  on  its  books    The  Cheltenham  Angling 
Association  committee  unanimously  decided  on 
March  20  to  join  the  Provincial  Association.  The 
resolution   will    be   placed  before  their  general 
meeting  on  April  2  next,  when  the  action  of  <he 
committee  will  no  doubt  be  confirmed.  The  balance 
sheet  of  the  St.  Paul's  Club  shows  that  they  have 
made  eighty-three  new  members  this  year,  bringing 
their  membership  to  304.     The  club's  financial 
position  shows  that  they  have  over  £52  in  hand. 
£2  2s.  was  voted  to  the  Hamstead  colliery  disaster 
fund,  and  Abingdon  was  decided  upon  as  the  venue 
for  the  annual  contest.    A  few  trout  have  been 
taken  with  the  aid  of  the  worm  and  the  small 
Devon  spinning   minnow.     We  look  like  having 
some  warmer  weather,  which  will  greatly  improve 
tha  condition  of  the  trout  which  are  just  now  on 
the  lean  side.     The  snow-broth  has  departed  to 
some  extent  from  the  water,  and  sport  should  now 
be  more  enjoyable. 


FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Most  of  our  local  waters  are  now  in  very  fair 
order,  but  since  the  opening  of  the  season  for  trout 
very  little  has  been  done,  the  weather  for  the  most 
part  being  unfavourable  for  success,  either  with  fly 
or  minnow,  and  unless  a  more  congenial  atmosphere 
sets  in  prospebts  are  very  poor  for  trout-fiihing, 
especially  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  River  Hull. 
Codling  anglers  are  having  fair  sport  in  the  River 
Humber,  both  at  Paull,  Killingholme  and  Goxhill, 
where  a  few  very  decent  fish  have  been  secilred  w^th 
mussels  as  bait,  and  from  the  promenades  and 
jettie;  near  the  docks  at  Hull  a  few  fish  are  being 
taken.  On  March  13  the  Hull  and  District  Amalga- 
mated Anglers'  Association  held  their  annual  dinner 
at  the  Queen's  Hotel,  Charlotte-street,  Hull,  when  a 
large  company  of  local  angling  enthusiasts  met  to- 
gether in  ovial  harmony  under  the  presidency  of 
Mr.  Councillor  Wheatly,  who  was  ably  assisted  by 
the .  president  (Mr.  F.  R.  Gill)  and  officers  of  the 
amalgamation  ;  Mr.  J.  Dickinson,  president  of  the 
Hull  Preservation  Society ;  Councillor  Raine, 
and  other  prominent  local  anglers,  and  which 
w^s  a  most  enthusiastic  affair  throughout.  Most 
of  our  clubs  are  now  busy  arranging  matters 
for  the  coming  season,  and  quite  a  host  of  matches 
and  other  events  are  being  fixed  for  Ea  ter  week. 


FRCM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

To-day  (March  24)  slight  rain  is  falling,  and  it  is 
much  warmer,  and  altogether  it  looks  and  feels 
more  "fishy"  than  since  the  season  commenced. 
The  Kent  is  fi-hing  fairly  well,  but  the  hatch  of 
flies  only  lasts  about  an  hour  atmiddav  ;  the  fishing 
18  therefore  limited.  On  March  20  Mr.  H.  Gill  took 
eleven— a  very  cold  day,  with  keen  north  wind — 
and  on  March  24  he  had  a  baker's  dozen.  Mr.  T. 
Atkinson  had  a  brace. of  good  tiout  on  March  20, 
the  two  weighing  1  lb.  7oz.  between  them.  On  the 
lake- things  have  been  very  quiet  both  amongst 


trout  and  chai',  and  what  few  of  the  former  fish  are 
moving  are  mostly  on  the  small  side. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Bolton  is  a  wonderful  towp  for  angling  org.inisa- 
tions,  and  j  ust  at  present  is  the  centre  of  interest  from 
the  fact  that  a  trip  is  certain  to  Broadland  at  Easter. 
Years  ago  the  anglers  of  that  town  fell  foul  of  the 
local  amalgamation  by  avowing  their  disapproval 
of  any  close  season,  and  now  are  promoting  this 
trip  in  close  season.  Again,  they  fish  a  lot  of  their 
association  contests  in  close  season  in  other 
people's  waters,  but  wisely  keep  their  own 
closed.  Bitter  complaints  are  made  by  all 
kinds  of  anglers  that  prominent  member;  of 
the  National  Federation  of  Anglers  ignore  the  laws 
of  the  realm.  One  thing  is  certain,  those  who  can- 
not obey  cannot  rule;  so  no  progress  can  be  ex- 
pected in  righteous  lav\s  for  anglers  being  passed. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Great  interest]  is  centred  in  the  anglers'  confer- 
ence to  be  held  in  thi ;  city  to-night.  Several 
topics  of  special  local  interest  will  come  up  for 
discussion.  The  Salford  Socials  and  the  Moss  Side 
Socials  are  up  to  their  eyes  in  b'lsiness.  It 
seems  a  pity  that  a  recent  lecture  delivered  in  this 
citv  was  limited  to  a  very  few,  and  that  the  5000 
rods  who  live  about  here  were  not  given  a  chance. 
However,  if  they  read  Pycraft's  "Story  of  Fish 
Life,"  they  will  get  the  gist  of  the  subject. 
A  lot  of  late  stocking  is  being  done,  but  officials  are 
afraid  of  recording  ti  eir  etfbrts.  Bearing  in  mind 
vexatious  prosecutions  for  selling  preserved  minnows 
in  close  season,  they  are  naturally  reticent. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Doings  in  the  fishing  world  have  been  quiet  since 
the  close  of  the  ordinary  season  on  March  14.  The 
Trent  here  has  run  down  to  a  comparatively  low 
level,  and  trout  anglers  are  beginning  to  turn  their 
attention  to  the  capture  of  the  speckled  fish. 
Sundry  rods  have  been  at  work  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Greet,  and  I  understand  that  on  Tuesday  a  couple 
of  brace  were  creeled  by  the  aid  of  the  worm. 
Warmer  weather  would  soon  bring  up  plenty 
of  eels,  though  these,  according  to  the  bye- 
laws  of  the  Trent  Fishery  Board,  cannot  be  fished 
for  during  the  period  thaMundella  Act  is  in  forced 
The  river,  there  is  no  doubt,  contains  large  numbers 
of  trout,  in  parts,  and  the  chief  diificulty  in  locating 
them  is  its  extensive  width.  But  we  are  hoping 
for  the  best  A  short  time  back  the  City  Pis- 
catorial Society  held  its  annual  meeting  at 
headijuarters,  when  it  was  reported  that  the 
receipts  for  the  year  came  to  within  a  few  shillings 
of  £140.  The  balance  in  hand  was  nearly 
£28.  Mr.  A.  Sewell  was  elected  chairman  in  succes- 
sion to  Mr.  H.  Sands,  and  the  vice-presidents  and 
honorary  treasurer  (Mr.  Wm.  Benson)  were  re- 
elected. The  membership  of  the  society  is  to  be 
extended  by  twenty.  The  society  rent  waters  at 
Barton  and  Attenborough,  and  at  Rolleston,  Stay- 
thorpe  and  Averham,  including  the  weirs.  The 
latter  fishery  is  essentially  a  very  good  one,  and  in 
winter  it  is  not  half  fished  by  the  members.  It 
holds  any  quantity  of  all  kinds  of  coarse  fish. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  very  changeable  and  March- 
hke  this  week — two  fine  genial  dajs.  and  the  rest 
dull  and  very  cold,  and  a  lot  of  rain  has  fallen.  The 
rivers  are  in  very  fair  condition,  but  the  Severn 
looks  to  have  snow  water  in  it  still.  Very  few 
anglers  have  been  out,  and  very  few  trout  have  been 
captured  ;  single  fish,  or  in  one  or  two  cases  a  brace, 
was  the  bag,  and  those  on  the  Teme.  A  few  brace 
were  taken  in  Mr.  Higg^'  private  fishery,  and  Mr. 
Burrows  and  anothei-  gentleman  caught  a  fine 
sea-trout  each  with  the  artificial  minnow 
in  the  Severn  at  Diglij  Weir.  The  majority  of  the 
members  of  the  various  clubs  of  the  city  are  coarse 
fish  'anglers,  and  sportsmen,  and  have  laid  their 
tackle  by  until  the  close  season  ends;  and  each 
club  appoints  two  members  each,  who  take  their 
turns  in  protecting  the  water  rented  by  the  District 
Association,  and  everything  is  being  done  to 
protect  the  fish  during  the  close  season  and 
to  improve  the  sport.  Salmon  fishing  has  been 
fairly  good,  the  number  caught  have  not  been  great, 
but  the  fish  have  been  large.  Mr.  J.  Jenkins'  net 
had  two,  2311b.  and  241b.  Club  dinners  and  annual 
meetings  and  distribution  of  prizes  are  in  full  fling 
just  now. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Anglers  for  grayling  experienced  a  fair  time  in 
most  of  the  wateisin  the  closing  days  of  the  season, 
and  with  some  the  finish-up  paid  for  all  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  sport  and  in  what  was  actually  done. 


For  roach,  too,  as  well  as  grayling,  the  streams  were 
in  nice  condition.  The  Derwent  furnished  all-round 
fishing.  Most  wa;  done  with  maggots  and  worms 
for  bait,  and  the  lower  waters  of  the  rivers  yielded 
best  results.  A  disappointing  season  is  reported  by 
coarse  fish  anglers  —  thanks  to  the  tantalising 
weather  and  the  ever-changing  condititm  of  the 
waters.  The  advent  of  the  trout  season  found  in 
most  districts  the  rivers  storm  beaten  and  swollen 
with  snow-broth.  Prospects,  however,  are  good  for 
the  near  future.  If  the  weather  improves,  full  ad- 
vantage will  be  taken  by  rodmen  of  the  facilities 
afforded  by  the  abundant  restocking  which  has 
taken  place.  No  fewer  than  8000  yewling  trout 
were  distributed  amongst  angling  societies  by  the 
Yorkshire  Fishery  Board,  the  York  and  District 
Amalgimation,  the  Clifton  (York),  the  Leeds  and 
District  Amalgamation,  the  Harrogate,  the  Black 
Ox  (Leeming  Lane),  and  the  Nidderdale  societies 
being  among  those  benefiting.  A  good  d.  al  in  the 
saine  direction  has  been  done  by  the  Nidderdale 
societies  themselves.  Some  20,000  ova  were  laid 
down,  the  greater  part  of  which  are  now  hatched." 
Warm  weather  is  needed  for  the  natural  flies  to 
have  a  chance  of  hatching  out,  and  no  great  spurts 
in  trout  angling  in  this  district  are  anticipated  for 
the  present. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  was  favourable  for  angling  up  to 
March  21,  and  sport  good  at  salmon  at  several 
places.  Some  sea-trout  are  reported  to  have  been 
got  on  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  in  Mayo.  Brown- 
trout  are  still  rising  badly  everywhere.  No  sea 
angling  to  speak  of  has  been  done  since  last  report, 
though  the  netsmen  have  not  been  idle  in  localities 
where  there  was  shelter  from  the  prevailing  harsh 
winds.  With  regard  to  the  herring  fisheries  in 
Cork  and  Kerry,  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
will  erect  lights  in  Kenmare  Fjord  in  the  latter 
county  for  the  benefit  of  the  fishing,  and  they  have 
also  provided  materials  to  the  value  of  £9372  for 
local  coopers  to  make  barrels  for  cured  mackerel 
and  herrings  in  the  counties  above  mentioned. 
North  of  Ireland. 

The  turbid  condition  of  the  rivers  of  the  North 
stopped  sport  in  the  early  part  of  the  week,  the 
rainfall  having  been  exceptionally  heavy.  Any 
prospect  of  the  shallows  of  the  Bann  fishing  at  an 
early  date  has  been  knocked  on  the  head,  as  the 
river  is  now  at  winter  level  almost.  The  Maine  was 
doing  a  little  better  about  CuUybakey  and  Kells- 
water  until  the  flood;  swept  it.  The  latter  are 
taking  away  the  kelt  salmon,  which  do  such  harm 
amongst  the  trout  fry.  The  Erne  is  also  suffering 
from  redundant  waters  to  the  detriment  of  every-, 
thing  save  bait  fishing.  The  Ulster  Anglers' 
Association,  Belfast,  spent  a  very  pleasant  St. 
Patrick's  night,  at  their  annual  dinner,  under  the 
presidency  of  Mr.  W.  T.  Braithwaite  (president), 
the  veteran  ex-international  rifle  shot.  The  com- 
pany numbered  over  150.  The  toast  of  the  "Belfast 
Water  Commissioners "  was  replied  to  by  Mr. 
Samuel  Rea. 


NATIONAL  COUNCIL  OF  SEA  ANGLERS. 


The  chairman.  Dr.  O.  R.  Travers,  presided  on 
March  18  over  a  very  full  attendance  of  members 
at  the  rooms  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  in 
Fetter-lane.  The  financial  statement  for  the  year 
showed  a  balance  in  hand  of  £15  2s  2d.  O.ficers 
for  the  ensuing  year  were  elected — chairman,  Mr. 
C.  O.  Minchin,  I.S.O. ;  vice-chairman,  Dr.  O.  r! 
Travers ;  hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  ;  hon  sec 
Mr.  H.  Dowsett. 

The  report  prepared  for  the  Council  by  Dr 
Walter  Garstang,  M.A.,  D.Sc,  of  the  Eiologicai 
Laboratory,  Lowestoft,  showing  the  sizes  at  which 
the  various  species  of  fish  arrived  at  maturity,  was 
fully  discussed,  and  the  list  of  minimum  sizes'  was 
amended. 

The  dates  of  the  various  festivals  were  tentatively 
fixed  as  follows: — Weymouth,  Aug.  26,  27,  and 
28;  Southend,  Sept.  26,  27,  and  28;  Herne'Bav 
Pier,  Oct.  10,  11,  and  12— Boat,  Oct.  24,  25,  and 
20;  Folkestone,  Pier,  Nov.  21,  22,  and  23— toat, 
Dec.  5,  6,  and  7;  Ha  tings,  Oct.  17,  18,  and  10. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Competition  at  Deal,  Pier 
Nov.  8  and  9— Boat,  Nov.  20,  21,  and  22. 

The  Council's  bronze  medals  were  awarded  to 
members  of  affiliated  societies  for  fish  taken  by 

their  members  during  the  past  year  as  follows :  

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society:  W.  K.  Summers 
bass,  91b.  ll  joz.,  at  Portland  ;  J.C.  Dight.  cod,  31  lb  ', 
at  B  illycotton;  AV.  C.  Fegan,  conger,  381b.  8oz.,  at 
Ballycotton  ;  J.  Crimmen,  dab,  1  lb.  6oz.,  at  South- 
wold ;  W.  Jennings,  grey  mullet,  31b.  8oz.,  at 
Ballycotton;  W.  Adams,  gurnard,  91b.  8oz.,  at 
Ramsay;  G.  D.  Turner,  haddock,  51b.,  at  Bally- 
cotton;  J.  T.  Ashby,  hake,  IGlb.,  at  Penzance- 
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THE  MIDLAND  FISHERY, 

NAILSWORTH.  GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 
Established  1883.  REMOVED  FROM   MALVERN  WELLS. 

TROUT   FOR  STOCKING. 

Natural  and  Artificial  Foods,  Fishery  Nets,  &c.    For  Price  List  (pamphlet),  with 
hints  on  Stocking,  apply  WALTER  BAILY. 


HOWIETOUN 


FISHERY, 

STIRLING,  N.B. 

Send  for  this  Season's  NEW  PRICE  LIST  of 

OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  AND  TWO  -  YEAR  -  OLDS 

OF 

S.  FILRIO, 

S.  FOl^nriN^JLUS,  and 
S.  IRIDSUS 

TO 

HOWIETOUN  FISHERY  CO.,  STIRLING,  N.B. 

Telegraphic  Address:  " Houiietoun,  Stirling."      Telephone:  3a,  Bannockburn. 

Nothing  to  equal  the  size  and  quality  of  Howietoun  Ova. 
No  unimpregnated  or  weak  Eggs  sent  out  from  Howietoun. 
Howietoun  Spawning  Pish,  being  all  fed  On  natural  food,  quality 
for  quality,  their  Ova  are  the  cheapest  and  best  in  Europe. 

FINEST  SELECTION  OF  LOCH  LEVEN  TROUT 
OVA  IN  THE  WORLD. 

ORDERS  SHOULD  BE  BOOKED  AT  ONCE  to  prevent  disappointment. 


P.  D.  MALLOOH, 

HIGH-CLASS  FISHING  TACKLE  MANUFACTURER, 


One  of  the  Largest  and  most  complete 

FIRST-GLASS  SPORTING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

in  Great  Britain. 
Ten  Gold  a,ndL  Px^ize  SSedals  Awax^edl. 


Telegrams— "MALLOCH,  PERTH."     Telephone— No.  31. 
Illustrated  Price  List  free  on  application. 


Anglo -Norwegian  Fishemen^s  Association. 

RIVERS   TO  LET. 

BIRKREM  or  TENGS  RIVER  for  Sale. 

BJORA.— Half  the  FLASNES  BEAT.    August  and  September.    Two  rods. 
COMPANION  ROD  WANTED.    June  and  half  July.    Casting  river  north  of 
Trondhjem. 

FUST. — SKALAND  BEAT  from  August  1st ;  also  very  good  ryper  shooting. 
GAULA.— July  17th  to  September  16th     Good  Hotel. 
GULA.— VINSNAES  BEAT.    August  1st  to  end  of  season. 
INDAL,  Sweden.— FOUR  BEATS.    July  and  August. 

LAAGEN.— HANNEVOLD,  STUBBEN,  and  BRUFOS  BEATS.    From  Aug.  Ist. 
LAERDAL.— HAUGE  and  HUNDERI.    Two  rods.    From  August  Ist. 
LOEN. — July  and  September.    Mostly  Sea  Trout. 
NAERODAL.— June  and  July  or  Season.    ONE  ROD  BEAT. 
NAMSEN.— VEIUM  BEAT.  Season. 
NIDELV. — Season  or  remainder  of  Lease. 

STJORDAL. — 8  miles  both  sides,  4  miles  one  side.    From  August  Ist. 

STRYN.  Nord  Fjord.— COMPANION  ROD  WANTED  from  1st  Aug.  AU casting. 

SURAAEN.— Half  Fishing,  4  miles.  Season. 

SURNA.— BOISET  BEAT.    6  or  7  miles.  Season. 

VEFSEN.— FALLAND  BEAT.    Half  share  two  rods  to  August  5th. 

Do.  Do.  Four  rods  from  August  5ih  to  end  of  season. 

Two  good  houses. 

VEFSEN.— PORSJORD.    July  7th  to  August  8th  or  end  of  season,  or  August  Ist 
to  end  of  season. 
For  full  particulars  apply  to  Hon.  Sec, 

A.  VBNABLES  KYRKE,  Cbard,  Somerset. 


It  Smooths  the  Rugged  Path  of  Life. 

One  Trial  will  tell  more  than  we  can  say  of  its 
qualities  as  a  Pipe  Tobacco. 

ITortoi^se-sKelll 


Mild,  5d.  per  oz. 
Medium,  5d.  per  oz. 
Popular,  4ird.peroz. 


Mixttire 


W.  A.  &  A.  C.  CHURCHMAN, 

Branch  of  the  Imperial  Tobacco  Co.  (of  Gt.  Britain  and 
Ireland)  Ltd.,  Ipswich. 


LONDON    &    NORTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

New  L.  <S  N.W.  DAY  EXPRESS  PASSENGER  SERVICE  to  and  from 

(via  Holyhead  and  Kingstown),  commencing  on  APRIL  I. 


WEEK-DAYS  ONLY. 

P.M. 


Loiuloii  (Euston)   dep.  1.20 

Birniinghain    ,,  2.. 55 

Crewe   3.55 

Leeds   ,,  1.32 

Liverpool  (Lime  Street)  ,,    4.  0 

Manchester  (Exchange*  ,  3.45 

Holyhead  (Harbour  Station)  (  arr.  6.55 

(L.  &  N.  W.  Steamer)  . . . .  (dep.  7.15 

Kingstown  Pier  arr.*9.50 

Do.   dep.*10.  5 

Dnblin  (Westland  Row)  arr.*10.20 

"  Irish  time. 

Luncheon  and  Dining  Cars  attached  between  London  and  Holyhead. 
I'or  furcher  particulars,  see  Time  Tables. 
Euston,  19u8.  FREDERICK  HARRISON,  General  Manager. 


P.M. 


Dublin  ;\Vestland  Row)  dep.'l.lS 

Kingstown  Pier  /  arr.*1.30 

(L.  &  N.  W.  Steamer)  Idep.*1.45 

Holyhead  (Harbour  Station)  {^^^-  ^'^q 

Liverpool  jLime  Street)  arr,  8.10 

Manchester  (E.\change)   ,,  8.40 

Leeds   10.10 

Crewe   „  7.43 

Birmingham   ,,  9.30 

London  (Euston)    ,,  11.  0 


SCIATICA, 
LUMBAGO, 
RHEUMATISM. 

Sufferers  should  use 


DROITWIGH 
BRINE  CRYSTALS 


Being    a    specially  Crystallised 
Preparation,  for  Home   Use,  ot 
the  Celebrated   Droitwich  Brine 
Springs. 
From  all  Chemists,  or 
m  28  lb.  Bag  delivered  Free  to 
■ny  address. 

London,  2/m,     Country,  2/3m 


Sole  Proprietors, 

WESTON  &WESTALL,  Ltd. 

(DEPT.  C), 

16,  Eastcheap,  London,  E.C. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS 
SOCIETY. 

/"resident— Sir  BDWAKD  BIRKBBCK,  BART. 

Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  MBETlsas  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  1,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don, at  8  p.m.  For  information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  OtHces  at  the  same  address. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

/•resident— LORD  GBORGB  HAMILTON. 
Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  B.C.,  at  8  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  Waters 
at  Chesham,  and  extensive  Coarse  Pishing 
Waters  at  Kelvedon,  Essex.  There  is  a  valuable 
Reference  Library  at  the  disposal  of  members. 
—For  information,  apply  to  the  Skorbtary. 
.S'i'6«<!rt»)t«>n  rMvahle  from  Jnnuary 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

This  Society  rents,  for  the  xise  of  Its  members, 
about  8  miles  of  water  from  Rlckmansworth  to 
near  Denham.  Uxbridge  (including  the  Hare- 
fleld  Valley  Fishery).  Re-stocked  with  about 
7000  coarse  fish.  Country  headquarters,  Fish- 
eries Hotel,  Harefleld.  Nearest  stations  Denham 
and  Rickmans worth.  Meetings  each  Wednes- 
day at  8.30  p.m.  and  particulars  of  Secretary 
at  Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'  Koad,  Westbourne 
Park,  W. 


flflf  f  T  4  1*1?  wishing  to  Buy  anything 
r  Kl  V  A  I  ll  or  to  Sell  anything,  or  t> 
*  »  n  a  a/  Exchange  anything  WITH 
nFHC  AITC- "^^'^  f^lV^TE  PERSONS, 
rr.  nW\vi\  eaxan,ifuicklu, cheaply, 
»  *'*\VJV11V»  and  to  the  very  best 
advantage,  will  find  no  better  medium  than 
THli  BAZAAR,  EXCHANGE  &  MART  news- 
paper, which  has  been  established  for  this 
purjiiise  for  40  years,  during  which  time 
inillion.'t  of'  /iohmIh'  worth  of  priipertt/ 
has  changed  bauds  through  its  instrumentality. 
Everyone  wants  something,  and  Every- 
one has  something  to  sell  that  at  pi-esent  is  ot  no 
use  to  him.  .4  ii  t/lliini/  iinil  evrf/lhini/.  from 
the  commonest  to  the  most  out-of-way  article, 
can  readily  be  prociired  or  disposed  of  on  the 
best  terms  through  this  paper.  It  has  also 
a  tniiss  of  rpmHnu  matter  of  great  interest 
to  all,  men  and  women  alike.  Get  a  copy 
and  see  for  yourself.  To  be  had  at  all 
railway  bookstalls  and  newsagents',  price  2d.  A 
speriiiieu  eopi/  will  be  sent  for  Id  titanip 
towards  postage.  Ofllce :  Bazaar  Buildings, 
Drury  Lane,  London.  Telegrams :  "  Bazaar, 
London."   Telephone  :  Central  91 89. 


Siirplns  Library  Books 
and  New  Reiainders 


OFFERED  AT 

GREATLY  REDUCED  PRICES 

The  MARCH  LIST,  now  ready, 
contains  Popular  Works  on  Sport, 
Travel,  Biography,  and  Fiction 

Sent  post  free  on  application  to 

MUDIE'S  LIBRARY, 

30-34,  New  Oxford  St.,  London. 

241,  Brbmpton  Road,  8.W. 
48,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E,C. 


FISHIN^G  ROD 
TIMBER. 

Greenheart,  Hickory,  Ash,  and  Lance- 
wood,  specially  selected  by  Experts, 
supplied  in  logs,  planks  and  squares. 
WHOLESALE  ONLY. 

JOSEPH  OWEN  &  SONS,  Ltd., 
Timber  Mercliants,  LIVERPOOL. 
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T.  R.  Eatell  Lewes,  halibut,  561b.,  at  Ballycotton ; 
E.  M.  Mallett,  mackerel,  lib.  13oz.,  Ireland;  H. 
McDermott,  monufish,  321b.  lOoz.,  atBognor;  Dr. 
O.  R.  Travers,  plaice,  41b.  15oz.,  at  St.  Leonards; 
H.  T.  Ashby,  pollack,  161b.  loz.,  at  Penzance; 
tie:  H.  M.  Shirley,  pouting,  21b.  8oz.,  and  C.  E. 
Gunn,  pouting,  21b.  8oz.,  both  at  Ballycotton ; 
G.  D.  Turner,  ray;  271b.,  at  Ballycotton  ;  T.  G. 
McCheane,  bream,  51b.  2oz.,  at  Clovelly ;  C.  J. 
Crisfield,  skate,  2001b.,  Ireland  ;  F.  S.  Stenning,  tur- 
bot,  271b.  14oz.,  atSalcombe;  Mrs.  Pickering,  whit- 
ing, 21b.  8Joz.,  at  Lowestoft;  C.  H.  Lacey,  wrasse, 
41b.  12oz.,  at  Portland.  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards 
Club :  D.  Gair,  plaioe,  61b.  6oz.,  at  Hastings  ;  F.  G. 
Miller,  bass,  121b.,  at  Hastings;  J.  White,  flounder, 
21b.  7^z.,  at  Hastings;  F.  ludor,  dab,  lib.,  at 
Hastings.  Southend  Anglers'  Association :  E.  Gay- 
wood,  dab,  lib.  3oz.,  at  Southend;  M.  Hawkes, 
pollack,  131b.,  at  Plymouth;  G.  Elsdon,  flounder, 
21b.  SJoz.,  at  Southend.  Eastbourne  Sea  Anglers' 
Association :  J.  A.  Piper,  bream,  31b.  5oz.,  at  East- 
bourne;  A.  E.  Dumbrill,  conger,  171b.  12oz.,  at 
Eastbourne;  T.  Verrian,  pouting,  21b.  4oz.,  at 
Eastbourne.  Ram=gate  Sea  Angling  Association  : 
A,  Gatland,  bass,  11  lb.,  at  Ramsgate.  Weymouth 
and  Dorset  Sea  Angling  Society :  Sergeant-Major 
Protheroe,  pouting,  21b.  loz.,  at  Weymouth  ;  S.  H. 
Wallis,  bass,  11  lb.  12oz.,  at  Weymouth;  M.  Green- 
hill,  wrasse,  4Ib.  llfoz.,  at  Weymouth ;  S.  Froom, 
mullet,  31b.  7oz.,  at  Weymouth.  St.  Leonards  Sea 
Anglers:  F.  Elphick,  plaice,  31b.  13oz.,  at  St. 
Leonards ;  T.  Lawrence,  dab,  1  lb.  loz.,  at  St. 
Leonards;  T.  W.  Salter,  flounder,  21b.  6oz.,  at 
St.  Leonards.  Special:  Mr.  R.  M.  Bell,  Southend 
Anglers'  Association,  dogfish,  41  lb.  lOoz. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Council  will  be  held  in 
June.  H.  P. 


MACKEREL. 


The  Scomberoidae  family  to  which  the  mackerel 
belongs  is  a  very  large  one,  and  ofters  great  scope  for 
the  naturalist.  The  shape  of  the  fish  is  designed 
certainly  for  speed,  and  the  strength  of  the  tail, 
which  is  the  main  propelling  power,  enables  the  fish 
to  swim  with  great  speed.  The  flesh  is  firm  and  the 
body  is  smooth  and  covered  with  very  small  scales. 
It  is  well  known  that  the  mackerel  can  swim  very 
Swiftly,  and  an  examination  will  show  that  every 
facility  is  provided  for  this  end.  First  the  shape  of 
the  fish  being  formed  on  such  lines  that  there  is 
little  or  no  lesistance  in  the  water,  then  the  extreme 
power  of  the  tail,  and  also  the  caudal  fin,  all  help  to 
give  it  power  in  moving  through  the  water,  and  last, 
but  not  least,  if  you  notice  on  the  back  there  is  a 
small  cavity  or  case,  so  to  speak,  that  the  fins  lie  in 
when  the  fish  is  in  motion,  so  as  to  otter  no  resist- 
ance whilst  swimming.  The  mackerel  is  one  of  those 
fish  that  is  not  provided  with  an  air  bladder,  but 
this  exception  does  not  appear  to  have  much  effect 
on  its  swimming  capabilities,  whether  swimming 
near  the  surface  or  near  the  bottom.  A  curious 
formation  of  the  tail  is  worth  notice  :  it  is  divided, 
and  the  two  lobes  in  this  family  are  distingmshed 
by  an  obvious  degree  of  separation.  Each  oi  these 
lobes  is  capable  of  an  action  that  is  reciprocal  or 
independent  of  the  other ;  by  the  sudden  and  impul- 
sive motion  of  which  the  water  itself  is  constituted 
a  fulcrum  on  which  each  lobe  of  the  tail  is  brought 
to  bear,  in  the  same  manner  as  with  a  single  oar 
Over  the  stern  oi  a  boat,  it  is  driven  onwards  by 
what,  in  nautical  language,  is  termed  sculling. 
Another  very  curious  habit  with  these  fish  is  that 
the  males  invariably  swim  first  or  in  front  of  the 
female,  and  Couch,  who  was  a  great  authority, 
has  proved  this  to  be  eoreect. 

The  mackerel  is  not  a  timid  fish,  and  is  not  easily 
scared  by  anything  such  as  nets  in  ihe  water.  It  is 
well  known  that  if  a  net  is  placed  in  the  water  to 
take  a  school  of  mullet,  on  the  first  appearance  of 
the  net  they  are  off,  and  will  not  appear  m  the  neigh- 
bourhood again  for  some  time.  A  mackerel  is 
•entirely  diflereat,  and  will  play  about  a  net  until 
meshea.  An  old  writer  speaks  of  this  as  follows:  — 
"  Up  to  the  latal  engine  swims  the  whole  legion,  eyes 
it  first,  then  noses  it  in  motionless  wonder  and 
delight,  and  finally  waxing  bold  irom  impunity, 
begins,  hke  the  Trojan  youth,  assembled  round  the 
mare  and  mother  of  their  woes,  to  play  with  the 
threads  of  destiny,  funes  finnes  contingere  gaudent, 
moving  the  meshes  with  sportive  tails,  rubbing 
their  sides  against  the  holdfasts,  playing  at  prison 
bars,  and  coursing  rapidly  through  every  open 
a.juare  that  will  admit  a  free  passage  to  their 
bodies  ;  thus  in  they  go  and  out  they  glide,  up  and 
down,  backwards  and  forwards,  round  and  round, 
till  finding  a  hole  too  small  for  egi  ess,  each  strug- 
gling deienu  becomes  immovably  fixed,  and  is 
presently  dragged  on  shore  with  many  a  partner  in 
mis/ortune." 

There  is  no  fish  that  spoils  so  quickly  as  a 
mackerel,  so  it  is  always  best  to  obtain  and  consume 


them  as  fresh  as  possible.  In  fact,  the  mackerel  is 
the  only  fish  that  is  allowed  by  law  to  be  sold  on 
Simdays. 

"  Law  order 'd  that  the  Sunday  should  have  rest,' 
And  that  no  nymph  her  noisy  food  should  sell. 
Except  it  were  new  milk  or  mackerel." 

This  law  must  be  very  old,  for  we  read  in  the  Old 
Testament  (Nehemiah,  xiii.,  16),  "  There  dwelt  men 
of  Tyre  also  therein,  which  brought  fish,  and 
all  manner  of  ware,  and  sold  on  the  Sabbath  unto 
the  children  of  Judah,  and  in  Jerusalem." 

The  various  methods  of  cooking  the  mackerel 
make  it.  a  fish  to  be  sought  after ;  but  I  think  the 
Italians  must  take  the  credit  for  the  most  tasty 
ways.  One  writer  says,  once  or  twice  in  the  season 
one  may  choose  to  sit  down  to  a  full  grown,  plump, 
soft-roed  mackerel,  well  cooked,  "  a  la  maitre  d'hoiel- 
fried  aux  fine  herbea  en  papillotes,"  or  plain  boiled 
with  green  gooseberry  sauce,  or  with  one  of  oil  and 
vinegar,  thickened  with  chopped  parsley,  and  even 
find  the  dish  a  very  pleasing  bill  of  fare.  The  only 
part  of  the  fish  that  the  ancients  thought  well  of  were 
the  gills  and  guts,  of  which  last  they  made  the 
famous  fish  sauce,  Garum.  The  French,  who  are 
supposed  to  be  good  cooks,  generally  boil  mackerel 
about  five  or  six  hours,  wrapping  them  up  in  a 
cloth  for  the  purpose.  The  writer  has  often  tasted 
them  so  cooked,  and  they  were  delicious.  Of  course, 
they  were  taken  from  the  sea  and  placed  in  the  pot 
at  once.  Mackerel  are  to  be  found  in  all  parts  of 
the  globe — the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Japan,  Cali- 
fornia, South  Australia,  and  New  Zealand,  as  well 
as  the  Mediterranean  and  on  our  coast.  They  usually 
spawn  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  and  are  in  their 
prime  from  December  to  May — February  and  March 
being  the  best  months.  It  often  happens  that  we 
get  a  glut  of  mackerel  through  so  many  boats 
bringing  in  these  fish  when  they  are  plentiful.  I 
have  never  heard  that  they  have  been  marinated  to 
any  extent  like  the  pilchard,  but  they  are  very 
toothsome  done  so,  and  also  preserved  in  oil  as 
sardines.  The  French  in  the  Mediterranean  call 
the  small  species  that  they  get  there,  "  Sansonnsts." 

Plymouth.  William  Heabdee. 


ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY. 


COMPETIIJION  AT  Rye  HoUSE. 

Of  the  675  entrants  to  this  competition  on 
March  22  very  few  were  successful.  The  bitterly 
cold  wind  in  the  morning  caused  the  river  to 
resemble  a  miniature  sea,  and  the  chilly  rain  in  the 
alternoon  did  not  improve  matters ;  a  great  number 
returned  home  early  in  the  afternoon,  and  the 
scale^men  had  very  little  to  do. 
The  six  most  successful  were : 

G.  Carter  (Duke  of  Norfolk  A.S.) ; 
A.  Buxton  (Albion  Brothers) ; 
J.  Dunn  (Putney) ; 
G.  Sty  man  (Wenlock) ; 
E.  Ware  (Sundial) ; 
A.  Taylor  (Silver  Trout). 
There  are  still  over  fifty  good  prizes  untaken,  and 
the  competition  will  be  resumed  on  Sunday  next, 
March  29,  when  all  who  did  not  weigh  in  on  the 
22nd  are   eligible    to    compete  without  further 
entrance  fee,  but  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  will 
not  run  a  special  train. 

With  the  more  genial  weather  now  promised,  it  is 
hoped  there  will  be  a  good  muster,  and  fresh 
entrants  will  be  particularly  welcome. 

W.  H.  Babbeb,  Sec.  A.B.S. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


On  Wednesday  there  was  a  large  attendance  of 
members  and  their  friends.  The  attraction  was 
Mr.  W.  P.  Pyecrof  t's  paper  upon  "  Sea  Birds  in  their 
Relation  to  Fish  Life,"  illustrated  by  lantern  slides. 
And  they  met  with  their  reward,  for  what  the 
lecturer,  as  the  authority  on  the  subject,  with  his 
^Natural  History  Museum  experience  and  position, 
could  not  tell  them  certainly  would  not  matter. 
Moreover,  as  author  of  the  celebrated  book  on 
"  Fish  Life,"  he  was  already  favourably  known  to 
the  members. 

His  colleague,  Mr.  Boulenger,  F.R.S.,  occupied 
the  chair,  and  expressed  the  great  pleasure  it  gave 
him  to  introduce  his  colleague,  Mr.  Pyecrof t.  When 
consulted  by  the  committee,  he  told  them  that  Mr. 
Pycroft  was  the  man  for  them — and  it  was  so. 

Both  chairman  and  lecturer  were  very  warmly 
received.  The  lecturer  said  the  unexpected  always 
happened ;  he  did  not  expect  to  be  so  cordially 
leceived.  He  proposed  to  sketch  the  further  evo- 
lutions of  fish  into  birds  and  the  adaptation  of  the 
fish  to  practical  life  on  shore,  and  how  they  became 
able  to  feed  on  fish.  That  the  earliest  bird 
branched  out  from  the  reptile  there  could  be  no 


question,  as  shown  by  the  fossils  of  the  Juraa- 
sic  period.  The  long  tail  of  the  lizard  was 
in  evidence,  a  bunch  of  feathers  having 
developed  upon  each  joint.  Tiie  foot  is  perfectly 
birdlike,  of  the  wing  the  equivalent  of  the  third 
finger  most  distinct  and  furnished  with  a  claw. 
The  jaws  retained  teeth,  and  no  doubt  the  tree 
birds  were  the  earliest  of  all  birds.  There  were 
only  two  sets  of  remains  of  this  earliest  bird  in 
existence — one  in  our  Briti  h  Museum,  the  other  in 
that  in  Berlin.  He  had  studied  them  both.  It  was 
nut  until  the  Cretacian  period  that  the  bird  recurs 
in  geology. 

The  feathers  on  the  modem  bird  are  quite  differ- 
ent ;  they  lie  fanwise,  telescoping  the  joint  feathers 
of  the  tail.  When  the  fish  came  ashore  and  became 
a  bird,  some  took  to  the  forest  and  open  country, 
some  remained  by  the  sea  and  up  the  rivers,  still 
feeding  on  fish,  while  the  others  adapted  themselves 
to  the  food  they  found  and  were  changed  by  their 
environment.  Then  came  the  pterodactyl  and  the 
Plesiosaurui,  but  still  like  the  Gannet  the  outer 
toe  remained  the  longest. 

Many  beautiful  slides  illustrated  the  various 
changes  in  and  development  oi  the  various  organs 
and  limbs,  each  change  being  brought  about  by  the 
constant  need  of  adaptation  to  the  new  surround- 
ings. For  millions  of  years  the  evolution  of  the 
sea  bird  has  been  in  progression,  producing  the 
walking,  the  swimming,  the  diving  and  the  flying 
varieties  as  now  seen.  These  changes  were  traced 
and  explained  in  full  technical  detail  impossible 
to  reproduce  here.  The  results  were  shown  in 
a  number  of  very  beautiful  slides,  familiar  enough 
most  of  them  to  their  old  friend  the  British  Sea 
Angler,  who,  it  is  said,  sometimes  neglects  his  rod 
to  study  their  habits  and  appearance,  but  the 
learned  comments  upon  them  of  the  lecturer 
clothed   their  old  friends  with    new  attraction. 

The  grebe,  puffin,  guillemot,  great  auk,  or 
razorbill,  the  petrel,  the  albatross,  gulls,  cormo- 
rant, gannet,  the  duck  and  o  prey,  with  a  stray 
divergence  to  the  turtle  form,  were  in  masterly 
fashion  brought  before  the  audience,  and  their  pecu- 
liarities and  the  reason  why,  for  Mr.  Pyecroft  knew, 
and  told  this  to  his  audience. 

When  Mr.  Pyecroft  sat  down  a  sigh  of  satisfaction 
was  heard,  followed  by  a  burst  of  appreciative 
applause,  for  it  was  a  fine  lecture. 

Some  discussion  ensued.  Messrs.  Boyton,  Oak- 
shott,  Nigel,  Stuart,  Bass,  Horace  H.  Brown  and 
others  taking  part.  Both  the  chairman  and  Mr. 
Pyecroft  received  an  acclamation  of  thanks,  and 
the  members  separated  very  well  pleased  with 
themselves  and  everyone  else. 

There  was  not  much  business  to  transact.  Mr.  G. 
Read  Clarke  in  the  business  chair  soon  disposed  of 
that.  It  was  given  out  that  Mr.  Boyton  was  getting 
up  a  party  of  members  to  fish  in  a  friendly  way  for 
sea  bream  at  Bognor  in  Whitsuntide. 

Next  Wednesday  (April  1 )  there  will  be  a  discussion 
upon  photography  for  sea  anglers.  There  are  now 
many  of  the  members  following  in  the  footsteps  of 
Mr.  Charles  Hussey,  so  the  dissussion  ought  to  be 
interesting.  H.  P. 


HENLEY  FISHERIES  PRESERVATION 
ASSOCIATION. 


The  H.F.P.A.  has  been  "at  it  again " !  On 
March  21  one  hundred  more  excellent  trout,  pur- 
chased from  the  Kennet  Valley  Fi  ihery,  and  averag- 
ing fully  12in.,  were  turned  into  the  river  in  front 
of  Henley  Bridge.  These  Kennet- bred  fish  seem 
to  thrive  remarkably  well  in  the  Thames,  and  grow 
rapidly,  but  it  is  hoped  that  anglers  will  carefully 
return  to  the  river  any  small  trout  caught  this 
season.  They  feed  very  freely  during  the  first  few 
weeks  after  April  1,  and  many  will  doubtless  be 
landed  with  spinner  and  live-bait.  A  substantial 
reward  will  be  paid  for  corroborated  evidence  of 
any  person  killing  undersized  trout  or  any  general 
fish.  A.  Edwakd  Hobbs, 

28,  Hart-street,  Hon.  Sec.  H.F.P.A. 

Henley-on-Thames. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,   Patent  Agents, 
55  and  50,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. : — 

847.  Arthur  John'  Maloney  aad  Charles  Hendrick 
Longstaft,  6,  Finkle-street,  Stockton-on-Tees.  Im- 
provements in  connect.on  with  the  ground-ropes  of 
trawling-nets. 

^5020.  George  Henry  Pearson,  48,  Eastbourne- 
street,  Hull,    improved  trawl-boards. 

5098.  George  Kyle  Cloud,  33,  Cannon-street, 
London.    Net  casting  apparatus. 
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Jottings  by  the  Way. 


Like  little  frosts  that  sometime  threat  the  Spring 

To  add  a  more  rejoicing  to  the  prime, 
And  give  the  sneapiki  birds  more  cause  to  sing, 
Pain  pays  the  income  of  each  precious  thing. 

— Shakespeake. 


Another  Day  on  the  Lea. 

In  consequence  of  the  bitterly  cold  wind  and  rain 
which  prevailed  on  Sunday  last  the  competition  in 
aid  of  the  funds  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society 
was  not  so  successful  as  was  anticipated.  There 
were  nearly  600  entrants,  and  the  prizes  taken  were 
very  few.  However,  there  will  be  an  opportunity 
of  fishing  for  them  on  Sunday,  March  29,  when  it  is 
hoped  better  weather  will  prevail,  and  all  the  prizes 
be  taken. 


British  Sea  Angleis'  Society. 

For  two  weeks  in  succession  1  have  been  present 
at  the  Fetter-lane  home  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers. 
On  March  18  Mr.  Bass  delivered  a  lecture,  entitled, 
"The  Sea."  It  was  aa  eloquent  paper,  well 
delivered,  illustrated  with  some  beautiful  lantern 
slides,  and  highly  appreciated  by  a  large  audience. 
*  *  *  * 

On  March  25  another  treat  was  in  store  when  Mr. 
W.  P.  Pyecroft  delivered  a  lecture  (illustrateJ  with 
lantern  slides)  entitled,  "  Sea  Hirds  in  Relation  to 
Fish  Life."  The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  Boulenger, 
F.R.S.,  of  the  Natural  History  Museum,  and  it  goes 
without  saying  that  another  "  red  letter  "  night  was 
scored  by  the  B.S.A.S. 


Zoological. 

Big  Sistek  (angrily) :  "  Mother  says  father's  a 
pig,  and  father  says  mother's  a  cat !  "  Little 
Brother  (after  intense  thought)  :  "  Then  what  does 
that  make  lis  ?  " 


The  "Dinner"  Season. 

On  Monday  evening,  April  6,  the  thirteenth 
annual  dinner  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society 
will  be  held  at  the  Sun  Hotel,  Kingston-on-Thames. 
Dinner  on  the  table  at  7.30  sharp.  President  A. 
Drinkwater  will  pre  ide,  and  I  have  promised 
Hon.  Sec.  Rogers  that  I  will  drink  water  (?)  with 
them  on  this  auspicious  occasion.  The  musical 
arrangements  are  in  the  capable  hands  of  Messrs. 
Robert  Stanley,  Arthur,  and  Rogers.  Last  train 
home ! 

*  *  *  * 

On  April  7,  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Gresham 
Angling  Society  will  be  held  at  the  Holborn  Restau- 
rant at  7.30  prompt.  Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham 
(angling  editor  of  the  Field)  will  preside. 

*  *  *  * 

On  April  9,  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Walton  and 
Cotton  Angling  Association  w  11  be  held  at  their 
new  quarters,  the  "Pembury,"  close  to  Hackney 
Downs  Station,  w  hen  a  large  muster  is  anticipated. 

On  April  29,  the  fortieth  annual  dirmer  of  the. 
Highbury  Angling  Society  will  be  held  at  their 
headquarter;,  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Bed.ord- 
square,  when  Mr.  W.  Senior,  editor  of  the  Field,  has 
kindly  consented  to  take  the  chair.  Dinner  at 
8  o'clock  sharp. 


Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 

I  WAS  glad  to  have  a  note  from  Mr.  C.  Chaplais, 
founder  of  the  well-known  Blenheim  Angling 
Society,  to  the  effect  that  on  Wednesday  evening, 
April  15,  at  his  house,  the  "Monarch,"  68,  Green 
Lanes,  Stoke  Kewington,  a  grand  smoking  concert 
will  be  given  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  A.B.S. 
Secretary  Ivanhoe  will  make  visitors  welcome,  and 
it  will  be  supported  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Barber  (sec. 
A.B.S.),  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  (sec.  Central  Association), 
Mr.  G.  Lay  ton,  Edinburgh,  and  many  other  well- 
known  friends  of  the  good  cause. 


Partially  Successful. 

"  Have  you  succeeded  in  tracing  my  lineage 
ba.'k  to  a  king?"  "Not  yet,"  replied  the  expert 
in  family  trees,  "only  as  far  as  a  knave."— fic- 
torial  Comedy. 


Mrs.  Newed  (sobbing) :  "  Oh,  J- John  !  The 
c-cat  has  e-eaten  all  the  cake  I  b-baked  this  m-morn- 
ing.  Boo-ho-o-o  ! "  Newed  (consolingly):  "Well, 
don't  cry,  dear  !  I'll  buy  you  another  cat  to- 
morrow." 


City  of  London  Piscatorials. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  March  31,  there  will  be  a 
grand  array  of  talent  on  the  occasion  of  a  grand 
Bohemian  Concert  at  the  Mason's  Hall  Tavern, 
Coleman-street,  when  ladies  are  specially  invited. 
Mr.  Albert  G.  Merritt  has  the  arrangements  in  hand, 
and  a  very  pleasant  evening  may  be  looked  forward 
to.    Commence  at  8  o'clock  sharp. 


Large  Cod. 

Last  week,  Mr.  Spanswick  sent  us  a  note  of  a 
large  cod  of  711b  which  he  saw  on  a  fishmonger's 
slab  near  the  Portland-road  Station,  and  asked  if  it 
was  a  "record."  In  reply,  Mr.  Frank  Hardwick, 
who  frequently  has  some  "  monsters  of  the  deep  " 
on  his  marble  slabs  at  King-street,  Saffron  Walden, 
sends  the  following  from  the  Fish  Trades  Gazette. 
*  *  *  * 

"  Some  remarkably  fine  cod  have  been  shown  at 
Grimsby  during  the  week,  and  on  Tuesday  two 
voyages,  one  from  the  Moray  Firth  and  the  other 
from  the  North  Atlantic,  attracted  considerable 
attention.  Among  the  latter  were  a  number  of  figh 
each  scaling  about  80lb.,  while  the  largest  turned 
the  scale  at  821b.  They  were  caught  by  the  Sando 
on  grounds  known  to  fishermen  as  '  Bill  Bailey's,'  but 
owing  to  the  heavy  supplies  they  realised  but  poor 
prices.  A  score  of  these  big  fish,  including  the 
giant  mentioned,  only  made  18s." 


An  Angler's  Fancies. 

In  Spring   the  angler's    fancy   lightly  turns  to 
thoughts  of  trout. 
To  meadows  where  the  crystal  streamlets  flow. 
To  the  tender  days  of  April  when  the  flow'rs  are 
peeping  out. 
To  the  pasture  land  with  buttercups  aglow. 

Gone  the  gloom  of   drear  December,   gone  the 
January  snow. 
And  the  ice  that  held  the  stream  in  steely  grip  ; 
Gone  the  February  fill-dyke,  gone  the  winds  of 
March  that  blow^ — 
See  the  kiss  of  gentle  Spring  on  Nature's  lip. 

See  the  trees  unfold  in  beauty — mark  the  green 

on  yonder  hill, 
"Summer's  coming"  is  the  message  all  about. 
And  as  surely  as  the  water  turns  the  wheel  beside 

the  mill. 

Shall  the  angler's  fancy  turn  to   thoughts  of 
trout.  — Robert  Stanley. 


That  Dangerous  Knowledge. 

"The  average  Englishman,"  says  the  Saturday 
Journal,  "knows  just  enough  French  to  mispro- 
nounce it,  and  to  misunderstand  its  meaning.  Yet 
he  will  insist  upon  eating  in  French — and  ordering 
his  own  dishes.  Who  has  not  heard  of  the  British 
matron  who  loved  oysters  for  supper,  and  who 
horrified  the  management  at  her  favourite  restaurant 
b','  ordering  '  Waiters  au  naturel '  ?  The  poor  lady, 
of  course,  meant  '  Huitres,'  but  couldn't  say  so. 
Fortunately  her  order  was  not  executed,  as  hap- 
pened in  the  case  of  the  fiippant  miss  who  wanted 
ham  creams  ('Mousse  de  jambon').  'Oh,  ahj 
waiter,' she  said,  'I  think  I'll  have  a  little  mouse!' 
'  Uui,  mademoiselle,'  responded  that  functionary 
with  an  mtonalion  of  surprise ;  and  ,five  minutes 
later  the  lady  was  pirouetting  on  the  marble-topped 
table  with  a  scared  expression  and  tightly  gathered 
skirts."  [I  dined  recently  at  a  City  restaurant, 
where  the  menu  is  printed  in  French,  and  occasion- 
ally a  bit  of  Oirish.  One  of  the  items  was  "  Pommes, 
boiled."] 


Willing  to  go  Higher. 

"  Yes,"  said  the  old  man,  addressing  his  visitor, 
"I  am  proud  of  my  girls,  and  should  like  to  see 
them  all  comfortably  married  ;  and  as  I've  made  a 
little  money  they  won't  go  to  their  husbands  penni- 
less. There's  Margaret,  twenty-five  years  old,  and 
a  real  good  girl.  I  shall  give  her  five  thousand 
dollar j  when  she  marries.  Then  comes  Bat,  who 
won't  see  thirty-five  again,  and  she'll  have  ten 
thousand  dollars ;  and  the  man  who  takes  Dora, 
who  is  forty,  will  have  fifteen  thousand  dollars  with 
her."  The  young  man  reflected  a  moment  or  so, 
and  then  nervously  inquired,  "You  haven't  one 
about  fifty,  have  y  ou?    — Home  Herald. 


Rather  Tedious. 

Caller  :  "  Do  you  think  the  doctor  is  going  to 
help  you,  Mr.  Jones?  "  Jones  :  "  He  may,  if  I  can 
only  follow  his  orders.  He  told  me  to  drink  hot 
water  thirty  minutes  before  every  meal,  but  it  is 
hard  work  to  drink  hot  water  for  thirty  minutes." 
— Pittsburg  Observer. 


Hatching  of  Flies  in  Cold  Weather. 

The  above  is  the  heading  to  "  B.  O.'s  "  angling 
notes  in  the  Manchester  Evening  Chronicle  of 
March  20  ;  and  the  following  is  the  cause  of  its 
being  so  headed  : — "  A  facetious  correspondent  asks 
me  to  explain  '  the  very  difficult  and  impossible 
position  '  I  have  taken  up  in  my  last  week's  notes 
by  the  assertion  that  '  the  mildness  of  the  weather 
has  been  favourable  to  fly  hatching,'  seeing  'there 
were  nine  degrees  of  frost  last  night,  and  "  hot " 
water  was  required  '  (his  letter  is  dated  March  13, 
Friday).  Presumably  this  reference  to  hot  water 
concerns  the  '  toddy '  which  he  perhaps  usually 
takes  cold.  These  notes  leave  me  at  the  latest  on 
Thursday  at  noon.  I  am  not  responsible  for  the 
vagaries  of  the  weather  after  that  time.  But, 
seriously,  does  any  practical  angler  imagine  that 
one  night's  frost,  even  of  nine  degrees,  can  arrest 
the  process  of  fly  hatching  beyond  a  limited  period, 
say  a  few  hours  ?  Have  we  not  all  learned  that 
after  a  frosty  night  in  October  or  November  gray- 
ling rise  freely  to  the  fly. 

»  *  *  * 

"Nature  does  not  work  in  a  niggardly  groove, 
attributed  to  her  by  my  carping  critic,  but  provides 
for  the  wants  of  the  finny  creation,  and  that,  too, 
day  by  day.  In  proof  that  I  was  not  very  far 
wrong  in  my  estimate  of  probable  sport  at  the 
week-end,  I  have  the  testimony  of  a  member  of  the 
BoUin  Angling  Association,  who  on  Saturday,  after 
3.30,  and  within  the  hour,  rose  seven  trout  with 
March  Brown.  Two  of  these,  which  he  retained, 
were  handsome  fish  and  in  splendid  condition.  Fly 
fishermen  need  not  be  dismayed  by  occasional  frost 
in  the  early  spring ;  a  greater  enemy  to  them  just 
now  is  a  fall  of  snow,  which,  finding  its  way  into 
the  streams,  lowers  the  temperature  of  the  water, 
and  is  more  lasting  in  its  effects  by  delaying  the 
normal  time  of  the  hatch," 


The  Angler's  Nook. 

The  reedy  margin  of  the  stream 
Retaining  noonday's  sultry  beam, 
Tlie  sun  arrayed,  athwart  the  shade 
Of  a  green  willow  made. 

Here  I  recline  till  days  decline 
And  voice  divine — ^at  distant  shrine 
Of  fickle  love — may  not  me  move. 
Tempt  me  no  more  to  rove. 

Except  to  stray,  to  where  away 
The  world  is  soon  forgot  for  aye. 
False  love  to  see  no  more  of  thee. 
Unless  in  dreams  to  be. 

— A.  Tlller. 


A  Miscalculation. 

Some  years  ago  a  German  pisciculturist  was 
allowed  to  place  about  forty  trout,  a  little  over  a 
quarter  of  a  pound  apiece,  in  a  small  pond,  on  con- 
dition that  he  was  to  pay  the  owner  for  any  increase 
in  the  weight  of  the  fish  during  the  next  twelve 
months.  The  owner  of  the  pond,  knowing  that 
trout  eat  other  fish,  and  that  the  more  they  eat  the 
fatter  they  grow,  made  up  his  mind  to  place  some 
hundreds  of  small  roach  from  four  to  five  inches 
long  in  the  pond,  arguing  that  by  the  time  the 
trout  had  eatan  them  all  they  would  have  nearly 
doubled  in  weight.  Unfortunately,  he  had  not  con- 
sidered the  relative  size  of  trout  and  roach,  for  at 
the  end  of  the  year  the  trout  were  found  to  be,  if 
anything,  a  shade  lighter  than  when  first  put  into 
the  pond,  while  the  numbers  of  the  roach  had  not 
diminished.  The  roach  had,  indeed,  been  com- 
peting all  the  time  with  the  trout  for  such  food  as 
the  pond  contained,  with  the  result  that  the  trotit 
were  practically  starved. — Deutsche  Fischerei- 
Zeitung. 


Pictorial  Comedy. 

March  21 — "Spring  commences" — so  at  least 
says  the  Calendar.  It  is  well  to  be  told  these  things, 
for,  indeed,  left  alone  to  oneself,  one  might  never 
have  known  the  good  news  ;  and  yet  in  a  day  of 
gloom  and  rainstorm  there  came  peeping  out  one 
gleam  of  sunshine — the  April  number  of  Pictorial 
Comedy.  What  Nature  lacks.  Art  supplies,  and  a 
glance  at  the  welcome  pages  will  soon  dispel  the 
irritation  of  that  over-confident  announcement, 
"  Spring  commences."  Bright,  cheery,  refreshing, 
let  every  good  angler  gather  round  his  fireside,  and, 
forgetting  the  cold  and  rain  without,  be  thankful 
that  tills  dull  old  world  can  look  forward  month  by 
month  to  such  pictures  and  pleasant  fun  and 
humour  as  are  to  be  always  found  in  Pictorial 
Comedy,  price  6d.,  published  by  Messrs.  Henderson 
and  Sons,  Red  Lion-court,  FJeet-street,  E.C. 

Dbaonet. 
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iloics  from  ti)e  ilorf^. 

While  writing,  a  fresh  seems  imminent,  but  for 
the  past  few  weeks,  almost  since  the  season  opened, 
the  grip  of  winter  has  been  the  predominating 
feature  of  the  weather. 


Not  for  forty  years  back  has  there  been  such  a 

dearth  of  salmon  on  the  east  coast.  Only  about 

one-third  of  an  average  season  has  been  had  in 
either  rivers  or  coast. 


On  the  other  hand,  sea,  or  pelagic,  fish,  were 
never  so  plentiful.  Last  week  was  the  record  one 
for  the  Aberdeen  market,  when  tons  of  fish  only 
realised  very  Jo  w  prices.  They  could  not  be  landed 
in  condition  to  realise  their  value. 


Messrs.  Hare  and  King  have  had  only  twenty  fish 
— one  221b.,  on  March  20 — on  Ballogie  Dee  water, 
where  they  had  that  number  in  any  one  week  in 
former  years.   And  the  Spey  is  worss  than  the  Dee. 


Only  240  salmon  and  twenty  sea-trout  have  passed 
through  the  sale  ring  in  the  Aberdeen  market  since 
Feb.  11  up  to  Saturday.  On  Friday  the  top  (record) 
price  of  3s.  lOd.  per  pound  was  reached. 


On  the  Don  little  or  nothing  has  yet  been  done. 
A  few  trout  have  been  got  by  the  worm,  and  one 
salmon  on  a  reach  near  Kintore.  It  was  a  small 
fish,  but  all  right  otherwise. 


Mr.  J.  B.  Clyne  has  been  making  gQod  baskets  on 
the  Ythan.  The  half  of  his  catch,  however,  is 
usually  returned,  but  what  is  basketed  is  in  prime 
condition  and  fresh  up  with  the  tide. 

Mr.  Andrew  Murray  is  having  a  fair  time  of  it  on 
the  Ugie,  which  will  now  be  much  enhanced  with 
the  warmer  and  more  settled  weather. 


The  Don  at  Kintore  can  be  fished  for  Is.  6d.  any 
day.  At  Alford  by  staying  at  the  hotel,  and  at 
Inverurie  by  free  ticket. 


The  Fiddoch  at  Dufftown  should  now  yield  some 
good  trout,  and  no  doubt  good  baskets  will  be  the 
order  of  the  day  both  on  the  Lossie  and  the  Spey. 

The  Hare  Lug,  Greenwell's  Glory,  Lord  Saltoun, 
March  Brown,  and  Butcher  are  the  opening  flies  to 
go  upon,  sizes  9  and  10,  with  a  red  anything  later  on. 


The  Dee  had  filled  eighteen  inches  from  Sunday 
and  Monday,  and  is  still  rising  at  time  of  despatch. 

Special  Scotch. 


MANCHESTER  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

Instead  of  the  usual  March  meeting,  the  members 
of  the  Manchester  Anglers'  Association  paid  a  visit 
to  the  museum,  Manchester  University,  at  the  invi- 
tation of  Dr.  Hoyle,  and  had  the  privilege  of 
inspecting  the  specimens  of  fish  in  the  collection. 

Dr.  Hoyle  gave  a  most  interesting  lecture  on 
"  Queer  Fish."  He  said  he  would  say  nothing  on 
that  occasion  about  salmon,  trout,  or  grayling 
before  so  many  expert  fishermen,  but  he  would  take 
them  to  the  less  frequented  regions,  especially  to 
the  deep  sea,  where  were  found  many  curious  fish. 
For  example,  there  was  a  spiny  fi-h  which  was 
covered  with  spines  like  the  common  hedgehog ; 
it  came  to  the  surface  and  inflated  itself  with  air, 
and  then  the  spines  stood  out  straight,  but  usually 
they  were  flat  against  the  skin.  The  pipe-fish  was 
another  interesting  fish,  and  was  about  as  thin  as 
a  penholder,  and  the  male  carried  the  young  about 
in  a  sort  of  pouch.  Protective  colouring  was  given 
to  many  inhabitants  of  the  deep,  and  the  pipe-fish 
when  entwined  among  the  weeds  was  almost  invi- 
sible. Nature  gave  this  power  also  to  the  Phyl- 
lopteryx,  first  cousin  to  the  sea-horse.  But  the  best 
examples  shown  by  Dr.  Hoyle  were  the  brilliantly- 
coloured  fish  which  lived  on  the  coral  reefs,  and 
which  were  the  possessors  of  very  bright  colours. 
The  Periopthalmiis  had  eyes  on  the  top  of  his  head, 
so  placed  that  he  could  see  in  practically  every 
direction.  This  fish  came  from  the  tropical  seas, 
skipped  about  on  the  seashore,  and  from  the  obser- 
vation of  this  and  the  fact  that  it  usually  kept  its 
tail  in  the  water,  it  had  been  thought  that  the  tail 
served  as  a  respiratory  organ,  as  when  the  tail  was 
varnished  the  fish  could  not  live  so  long.  It  sub- 
sisted largely  on  sea  slugs,  and  Nature  had  given 
the  sea  slugs  eyes  in  its  tail  so  that  it  could  avoid 
danger.  The  next  of  these  curious  fish  was  the 
climbing  perch,  which  was  able  to  climb  up  the 
banks  of  streams,  and  had  been  found  some  feet  up 
the  trunks  of  trees.  It  came  from  India,  and 
doubtless  this  faculty  was  useful  to  it,  enabling  it 
in  time  of  drought  to  make  its  way  to  other  water 


if  its  own  stream  became  dry,  and  a  curious  organ 
in  proximity  to  the  gill  helped  it  in  the  operation  of 
breathing  during  the  journey.  It  was  suggested 
that  it  climbed  trees  in  order  to  see  where  the 
nearest  water  was.  The  archer-fish,  from  East 
India,  had  the  interesting  power  of  shooting  out 
from  his  mouth  a  drop  of  water  which  brought 
down  with  great  accuracy  flies  on  the  grass  on  tho 
banks  or  flying  over  the  surface,  and  on  this 
accoTint  was  often  kept  by  the  natives  as  a  play- 
thing. The  question  of  the  breeding  of  eels  had 
troubled  the  scientists  for  many  years,  and  it  had 
only  quite  lately  been  shown  that  eels  breed  in  the 
deep  sea,  and  the  young  were  ribbonlike,  transparent 
creatures  which  became  smaller  until  they  change 
'nto  the  tiny  eels  or  elvers,  which  made  their  way 
up  the  fresh-water  streams. 

Although  fish  produced  eggs,  it  was  little  known 
that  there  were  such  things  as  fish  nests.  The  goby 
made  a  nest  by  means  of  an  empty  mussel-shell 
laid  on  the  sand  with  the  inner  side  downwards, 

ith  sand  scattered  over  to  cover  it.  This  was  all 
done  by  the  male  fish  who  looked  after  the  nest 
until  the  young  were  hatched.  The  common 
stickleback  made  a  nest  in  the  weeds,  and  covered 
the  eggs  with  a  glutinous  substance.  A  sUde  was 
shown  of  what  is  known  as  "  Gulf  Weed,"  but  this 
curious  growth  came  from  no  one  knew  where,  and 
had  no  connection  with  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  It 
was  found  in  large  quantities  in  mid-Atlantic, 
floating  on  the  surface  of  the  sea,  and  had  no  roots 
and  no  flowers,  but  had  a  special  fauna  of  its  own, 
crustaceans  and  molluscs,  of  which  exfimples  were 
given.  A  fish,  the  marbled-angler,  makes  its  nest 
among  the  weed,  and  one  of  them  captured  by  a 
French  exploring  ves  el  astonished  its  finders  by 
standing  on  its  handlike  fins  at  the  bottom  of  the 
a  juarium  into  which  it  was  placed. 

The  fish  so  far  dealt  with  were  not  what  were 
known  as  deep-sea  fish,  and  were  found  at  a  depth 
of  not  more  than  100  fathoms.  The  deep-sea 
inhabitants  came  from  depths  of  about  3000 
fathoms,  and  a  feature  of  all  appeared  to  be  a 
tendency  to  fall  to  pieces  when  brought  to  the  sur- 
face— the  scales  drop  off,  ,and  some  of  the  organs 
are  affected — owing  to  diminution  in  pressure.  At 
such  a  depth  there  is  practically  no  light,  and  the 
fish  have  only  rudimentary  eyes,  but  some  of  them 
have  long  feelers  which  can  be  turned  in  any  direc- 
tion. Their  food  probably  consists  of  other  fish. 
A  slide  was  shown  of  a  fish  which  had  swallowed 
another,  and  as  the  swallower  was  smaller  than  the 
swallowee  the  result  was  naturally  curious,  the 
shape  of  the  swallower  having  been  entirely  altered, 
and  the  fins  by  no  means  in  their  proper  place. 
Among  these  fish  is  one  which  might  be  called  the 
mouth-and-tail  fish — a  long  thin  body  and  an 
enormous  mouth — and  it  was  believed  to  subsist  on 
ooze  gathered  into  the  mouth  and  nourishment 
obtained  by  extraction  of  the  matter  therein  con- 
tained. Some  of  the  deep-sea  fish  possess  well- 
developed  eyes,  and  have  their  own  installation  for 
malsing  light,  there  being  twelve  or  fifteen  different 
types  of  luminous  organs ;  a  section  of  one  optic 
apparatus  was  shown.  Among  the  curious  fish 
which  used  lures  for  catching  their  prey  the 
common  angler-fish  {Lophius  piscatorius)  attracted 
the  most  attention.  It  looks  almost  invisible  when 
lying  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  and  opens  its  mouth 
and  waggles  a  flexible  feeler  as  a  bait,  and  when 
unsuspecting  prey  come  near  they  are  immediately 
swallowed.  It  is  a  shallow-water  fish ;  but  the 
deep-sea  angler-fish  possesses  a  luminous  tip  to  the 
flexible  bait. 

Among  other  matters  were  two  specimens  brought 
by  a  member,  a  grayling  and  a  pollan,  from  Lough 
Neagh,  the  latter  being  often  sold  as  grayling.  A 
visitor  also  brought  some  splendid  specimens  of 
young  crocodiles,  and  two  tine  skeletons  of  fish 
from  British  Guiana,  which  are  interesting  as  they 
show  a  curious  representation  of  the  Crucifixion. 

P.  B.  B. 


LOCH  LEVB.V  COMPETITIONS 
FOR  190>^. 


STOCKING  THE  MID-NITHSDALE 
ASSOCIATION  WATERS. 

Last  week  considerable  interest  was  taken  among 
anglers  belonging  to  the  Mid-Nithsdale  Association 
Angling  Club  (Thornhill)  when  1500  young  trout 
arrived  from  the  Howietoun  Fish  Hatchery, 
Stirling,  and  were  placed  in  the  association  waters. 
Five  hundred  of  the  fish  were  two-year-old  S.  fario. 
Mr.  J.  McKerlie,  the  secretary  of  the  association, 
purchased  the  500  two-year-olds,  and  300  were 
placed  in  the  Nith  at  different  places.  One  hundred 
were  put  into  the  Scaur,  which  enters  the  Nith 
below  Penpont,  and  100  into  the  Cample.  Mr. 
D.  M.  McRae,  of  Stenhouse,  purchased  1000 
yearlings  for  the  Shinnel  and  Kirkconnel  Burn. 
The  two-year-old  trout  were  in  splendid  condition, 
measuring  from  six  to  nine  inches  in  length,  and 
these  will  give  sport  this  summer.  Heathekbell. 


April  18  Pollokshields 
„    22  Perth 
„    23  Breadalbane 

(Edinburgh) 
„    24  Wcllshot 
„    24  Alloa 
„    25  Kelty  and  Blair 

adam 
„    25  Midlothian 
„    28  St.  Mungo 
(Glasgow) 
,,    30  Perthshire 
May    2  Walton 

(Edinburgh) 
,,      2  St.  Andrew 

(Edinburgh) 
,,      4  Dunfermline 
5  Wanderers 
(Glassgow) 
I,      5  Waverley 

(Edinburgh) 
,,      6  Westend 

(Dundee) 
,,      7  Clackmannan 
,,      8  Coatbridge 

8  Uddingston 

Waltonians 
„      9  Bohemian 
(Glasgow) 

9  Pollokshields 
„    11  Fifeshire 

„    11  Falkirk 

,,    14  Kinross 

,,    16  Dundee 
18  Stirling 

„  '20  Perth 

,,    22  Breadalbane 

(Edinburgh) 

„    23  Saturday  A.C. 

(Edinburgh)  ' 

„    23  Bothwell  and; 
Blantyre 

„    25  Clydesdale 
(Glasgow) 

„    25  Amateur  (Edin- 
burgh) 

„    26  Western 

(Glasgow) 

„    27  Perthshire 

„    28  Leith  Fly-fishing 
,  Association 

„    29  Cowdenbeath 
and  District 

,,    30  Rowbank 

,,    30  Kelvinside 

Academical 
June    1  Wanderers 
(Glasgow) 

,,      2  Clackmannan 

,,      3  National 

,,      4  Uddingston 
Waltonians 

„      5  St.  Mungo 
(Glasgow) 

,,      5  Bohemian 

(Glasgow) 

,,      6  St.  Andrew 

(Edinburgh) 

,,      6  Bohemian 
(Glasgow) 

,,      9  Waverley 

(Edinburgh) 

„    10  Westend  (Dun- 
dee) 

„    11  West    of  Scot- 
land 
„    12  Wellshot 
„    12  West    of  Scot-j 

land 
„    13  Dundee 
15  Waltonians 
(Leith) 
„    15  Fifeshire 
„    16  Falkirk 
„    16  Perthshire 
„    17  Dunfermline 
,.    18  North  Berwick 
„    18  Stirling 
„    19  Pollokshields 
„    20  United  Edin- 
burgh Clubs 


Juno  23  Breadalbane 

(Edinburgh)  v. 

Breadalbane 

(KiUin) 

„    24  Western 

(Glasgow) 

„    24  Cockbnrn 

(Edinburgh) 

,,    25  Kinross 

,,    27  Saturday  A.C. 

(Edinburgh) 

„  2"  Kelty  and  Blair 
adam 

,,    29  Cowdenbeath 
and  District 

,,  30  Kelvinside  Aca- 
demical (Glas- 
gow) 

July    2  Wanderers 
(Glasgow) 
4  St.  Mil  in 
,,      4  Midlothian 
,,      7  Clackmannan 
,,    11  Dunfermline 
„    14  Waltonians 

(Leith) 
,,    15  Stirling 
,,    20  Dunfermline 
,,    24  Cockburn 

(Edinburgh) 
„    25  Walton 

(Edinburgh) 
,,    30  Kinross 
Aug.    1  Cowdenbeath 
and  District 

3  Leith  Fly-fishing 

Association 

4  St.  Mungo 

(Glasgow) 

,,      5  Westend 

(Dundee) 
6  Wellshot 

,,      6  Clackmannan 

,,  7  United  Glasgow 
Clubs 

,,      8  Uddingston 
Waltonians 

.,  10  Kelty  and  Blair- 
adam 

„    10  Fifeshire 

„    12  Stirling 

,,    12  Perthshire 

,,    13  Coatbridge 

„    13  Alloa 

,,    14  Coatbridge 

,,  14  Bothwell  and 
Blantyre 

,,  15  Amateur  (Edin- 
burgh) 

„    18  St.  Andrew 

(Edinbiu-gh) 

„    18  Pollokshields 

,,    19  Breadalbane 

(Edinburgh) 

„     19  Perth 

„  20  West  of  Scot- 
land 

,,    20  Western 

(Glasgow) 

„  21  West  of  Scot- 
land 

„  21  Western  (Glas- 
gow) 

„    22  Dimdee 

„    24  Clj'desdale 
(Glasgow) 

„  24  Perth  v.  Perth- 
shire 

,,    25  Wanderers 
(Glasgow) 

,,    25  Waverley 

(Edinburgh) 

,,    26  Dunfermline 

,,    26  Uddingston 
Waltonians 

,,    27  Kinross 

„    2S  St.  Mungo 
(Glasgow) 

.,    29  Rowbank 

„    31  Falkirk 

R.  B.  Laing. 


The  Trodt  Fly  Dresser's  Cabinet  op  Devices,  or  Hjsv  to 
Tie  Troct  and  Grayli.ng  Flies.— Can  be  had  post  free  for  2/3 
in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London.  Second  Edition.  By  H.  G. 
McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "The  best  hook  ever  written 
on  the  subject." — Fishing  Gazette. 


256 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


March  28,  1908 


The  Only 
Effective 

INSECT 
REPELLER 

which  Is  NOT  GREASY 
'NON-POISONOUS,  PERFECTLY 
LRMLESS,  EASILY  APPLIED 
pleasant  and  refreshing  to 


Prepared  by 

FRANK  A.  ROGERS,  327,  Oxford  St., 


W 


SGOURIE  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Beautifully  situated  on  West  Coast  and 
within  easy  distance  of  Handa  Island, 
with  its  myriads  of  birds  and  magnificent 
cliff  scenery.  Fishing  on  about  40  lochs, 
several  of  which  have  been  stocked  and 
are  fished  this  season  for  the  first  time 
Extensive  boating,  motoring,  and  horse 
hiring,  also  good  sea-bathing.  Route — 
rail  to  Lairg,  thence  per  daily  motor 
service  or  specialmotor.orperMacbrayne's 
weekly  steamer,  Glasgow  to  Badcall,  3 
miles  distant. 

W.  E.  ROSS,  Proprietor 


THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL. 

Via  Chirk,  North  Wales. 

Four  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  reserved  for 
visitors ;   lovely  scenery ;  comfortable 
terms  moderate.  Extensive  motor  garage 
petrol. 

Sir  Theodore  Martin  writes  :  "  A  delightful 
quiet  holiday,  'far  from  the 


retreat  for 
madding  crowd. 
Postal  address:  "  Glyu 
"  Hotel  (Jlyn.''  Station 


Ruabon."  Telegrams 
Glynceiriog,  ria  Chirk 


Border  Esk  and  Liddle 

LANGHOLM,  N.B. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

Central  Quarters. 

Tariff  from  WM.  DOUGLAS,  Proprietor. 


GOUND  LODGE  INN, 

ON  SEVERN 

<1  mile  from  Cressage,  Shropshire,  G.W.R. 
7  miles  from  Shrewsbury— Trap  if 
desired). 

A  commodious  and  comfortable  Country  Hos 
telry,  pleasantly  situated,  on  the  Severn.  Under 
new  and  etflcient  management. 

AN  IDEAL  RESORT  FOR  A 
QUIET  HOLIDAY. 

Moderate  Tariff :  special  terms  for  Angling 
and  Family  Parties  (week-ends  or  longer  periods). 

BOATING  AND  FISHING  on  several  miles 
of  the  finest  reaches  of  Mi(J-Severn.  Trout, 
Graying,  Pike,  Roach,  Chub,  Perch,  &c. 
Severn  Conservators  rod  and  line  license,  2s.  per 
annum,  obtainable  at  Shrewsbury  or  elsewhere. 

Traps  and  Boats  for  hire  at  reasonable 
charges. 

Ample  Stabling  and  Motor  and  Cycle  Accom- 
modation. 

Places  of  Interest  in  the  vicinity Buildwas 
Abbey,  Wenlock  and  Priory,  Atcham  and  the 
Roman  City  of  Uriconium,  Pitchford  and  Con- 
dover  Halls,  Acton  Burnell  Castle,  <fec. 

Proprietor :  WALTER  PRICE, 

CouND  Lodge  Inn,  near  Cressage,  Salop. 

FISHING  TO  LET. 


VICTORIA  HOTEL, 

MACROOM,  CO.  CORK,  IRELAND. 

About  Two  Miles  of  the  best  Salmon 
Fishing  on  the  LEE  to  Let  by  week 
or  month  ;  also  some  very  good  Salmon 
and  Trout  Pishing  free. — Apply, 

Proprietress,  NORA  MURPHY. 


SUTHERLAND  ARMS  HOTEL, 

GOLSPIE,  N.B. 
Under   New  Management. 

Superior  Salmon,  Sea,  and  Brown  Trout  Fishing, 
alsij  Sea  Fishing.  Excellent  Golf  Course  of  18 
holes.  Bathing  facilities.  Telegraphic  Address  : 
"  -McUoNALi),  Hotel,  Golspie." 

JOHN  MCDONALD 
(late  Altnaeealgach  Hotel),  Proprietor. 
'Bus  meets  all  Trains. 


TROUT  FISHING 
A  VACANCY  FOR  A  ROD 

on  the  Bradbourne  Stretch  of  the  River 
Darenth.    Heavily  stocked  with  Fario 
Four  railway  stations  easy  walking  dis 
tance  of  water. — Particulars  apply, 
Heebeet  H.   Simmons,    Green  Tree; 
Nr.  Tonbridee. 


FREE  FISHING  DM  THREE  LOUGHS 

House  within  thirty  yards  of  best  fishiuf 
Mask.  Twenty -five  minutes'  drive  to  Corril 
Forty  miiuites  to  Nafooney.  Boats  and  me 
always  in  readiness.  Also  three  miles  of  liv 
fishing  convenient  to  Lodge,  and  sunuundcd  l)y 
l,(iUO  acres  of  Mi.xed  Shooting,  consistiiii;  of 
Grouse,  Partridge,  Coclc,  Hare  and  Snipe. 
Loughs  and  rivers  strictly  preserved  by  Mask 
and  Cara  Fishery  Association.  Ballinrobe 
nearest  station,  M.G.W.R.  Terms  moderate.— 
Forf  urther  particulars  apply  to  P.  Sdmmerville, 
Kilbride  Lodge,  Clonbur,  Co.  Gal  way. 


For  Sale.-£1,500 

A  CHOICE  LITTLE 

FREEHOLD  DETACHED  RESIDENCE 


Almost  in  London  and  near  fine  TROUT 
FISHING.  Containing  5  Bethooms,  Bathroom 
iiud  Lavatory  (h.  and  c.',  Drawing  and  Dinin, 
Rooms,  capital  Smoking  Lounge,  heated  through 
out,  and  forms  delightful  Winter  Garden  ;  usual 
offices.  All  rooms,  e.xcept  bedrooms,  on  tb 
Ground  Floor.  Charming  Grounds  of  half-au 
acre,  with  roseiy,  vinery,  and  greenhouse  ;  room 
for  motor  house.  Non-basement  and  situate 
in  private  road.  Only  wants  seeing.— Photos 
the  Agents.  Wm.  Whiteley,  Ltd.,  20,  West 
boin  ne  Grove,  W. 


TO  LET. 

ANGLING  IN  IRELAND, 

Co.  Donegal, 

for  whole  or  part  of  season.  Sole  right  of 
angling  from  north  side  of  Gweebara  River  from 
Doocharry  to  Loughbaria— a  distance  of  eight 
miles.  Also  right  of  angling  on  Loughbarra, 
where  a  boat  is  always  available.  Important 
salmon  fishery  on  this  river.  For  angling  it  is 
second  to  none  in  the  county.  Season  salmon 
and  sea  trout  rise  freely  on  the  fly  in  both.river 
and  lake,  from  March  to  November.  Daily  or 
average  take  from  4  to  6  salmon  ;  from  8  to  10  not 
unusual.— Apply  to  JOHN  MoElhiney  (Agent), 
Doochary  P.O.,  by  Strabane,  Co.  Donegal. 


TROUT  FISHING 

IN  RIVER  TEST, 

LONGPARISH,  HANTS. 

TO  BE  LET, 

WO  RODS  onBRANSBURY  COMMON. 

Apply  to 

FAREBROTHER,     ELLIS     &  CO. 
29,  Fleet  Street,  London,  E.G. 


GOOD  FISHING  QUARTERS. 

TO  LET, 

COMFORTABLE  WELL-FURNISHED  HOUSE 

tanding  in  picturesque  grounds  on  bank 
of  river  ;  good  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing 
in  two  rivers,  from  May  1  to  November  1. 
Well  stocked  gardens.  Golf  links  in 
neighbourhood. — For  particulars  address 
J.  R."  c/o  Messrs.  Joseph  Bbaddell  & 
Son,  Castle  Place,  Belfast. 


TO  LET. 

A  WELL-FURNISHED  HOUSE 

(LAPUTA) 

On  the  famous  River  Erne,  half-way 
between  Belleek  and  Ballyshannon,  from 
1st  May  till  end  of  September  or 
portion  of  that  period  if  required. — 
For  further  particulars  apply  to  Capt.  D. 
AucHENLECK,  Laputa,  Ballyshannon. 


A  CLUB,  having  4  miles  of 

TROUT  FISHING 

(both  banks)  in  Hertfordshire,  has 
JPOXJJR  VACAWrCXES. 

End  of  water  2J  miles  from  railway 
station.  Good  Inn  close  to  water.  Sub- 
scription, £25  ;  Entrance  Fee,  £5. — Apply 
to  F.  C.  PuLLEB,  Youngsbury,  Ware. 


LIVERPOOL 

Ang-ling"  Association. 


(Founded  1878). 


Qiicrii  Sqiiart 


I)K  SlIA'A'S  JJOTET. 
find  St.  tTohii's  Lane 


TROUT  &  COARSE  FISHING 

For  Particulars  of  Membership,  apply— 

HY.  L.  (JOLDSMITH,  62,  Dale  Strei 


SALMON  ANGLING 

GALWAY. 

Prospectus  and  Rules  for  1908 
application.  Catch  last  Season,  737 
Season  Rods,  February-Septem 
her  inclusive,  6o  Guineas.  Pro-rata 
deduction  for  laj^sed  time. — Apply,  The 
Clebk,  Fishery  Office,  Galway. 


LOUGH  ARROW 

iRELANO. 

TROUT,  PERdV&PIKE  FISHING 

PAYING  GUESTS 

received  in  gentleman's  residence  ;  close 
to  lake. — Address, 

R.  S.  S.  Gabdineb,  Lower  Hill,  Boyle 


SALMON  FISHING 

TO  LET. 

About  four  miles  of  Salmon  Rod  Fishing 
in  the  River  Spey  for  the  months  of 
June  and  July.— For  particulars  apply  to 
No.  230,  RoBEBTsON  &  ScoiT,  Edinburgh 


MELLING, 

93,  Greenough  Street,  Wigan. 

FISHING  TACKLE,  CHEAPEST  &  BEST, 

Send  1/-  postal  order  for  3  sample  Gut 
Lines,  each  3  yards  long  and  complete 
with  2  hooks  and  quill  float.  Gut  Casts 
3  yards  long,  from  2d.  each. 

J'liICK    LISTS  FltEE. 


RAINBOW  TROUT  from  6  to  12  ins 
TENCH  -  -  -  -  „  1  „  2  lbs 
PERCH  -  -  -  -  „  6  „  Sins 
ROACH  -   ^  -       „    6  „  9  „ 

THE  WELHAM  PARK  FISH 
HATCHERY,  LTD., 

MALTON,  YORKSHIRE. 


CLEOBURY  NORTH  FISHERY 

SHROPSHIRE. 

Proprietor— E.  S.  Hamilton-Russell. 
Brown,  Loch  Leven,  and  Rainbow  Trout, 
for  delivery  from  Ludlow  or  Bridgnorth 
Stations. 

Apply  J.  Maetin,  The  Fishery,  Cleobury 
North,  Bridgnorth. 


CARE  TAKER. 


Advertiser  and  Wife 
SEEK  SITUATION. 

Age  32  years;  both  strong  and  capable. 
Best  references. — "B.  L.,"  8,  Median 
Road,  Lower  Clapton,  N.B. 


SPECIAL  OFFER. 

RAINBOW  OVA. 


From  3-lb.  and  4-lb.  Fish,  4/-  per 
thousand,  carriage  paid  on  lots  of  20,000 
to  any  station  in  England.  50,000  Fario 
Fry,  just  before  commencing  to  feed, 
£1  per  thousand,  carriage  paid,  English 
station  on  10,000  lots.  500  two-year-old 
Brown  Trout,  at  low  price  of  £15 
to  clear. 

Manager— FARIO  FISHERY, 

HARRIBTStlAM,  KENT. 


Cast  yourEyeon  this! 

On  reeeipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES, 
for  9d.,  3  dot.  for  2S.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  power.? 

— having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle, 
and  Ply  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 

 cation. 

WHITE~BROTHERS, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 
 OMAQH,  IRELA NO, 


GENTLEMAN, 

having  comfortable  Fishing  Cottage  on 
good  Devon  Trout  Stream  desires  Gen- 
tleman to  fish  with  him,  share  cost  of 
board,  and  pay  15/-  per  week  for  rooms  ; 
or  would  let  entire  cottage  when  he  is 
not  there.—"  E,"  12,  Grosvonor  Gardens, 
St.  Leonards. 


H.  JOHNSON,  Gut  Merchant. 

Send  1/.  for  3  SAMPLE  CASTS,  3  yards  each, 
tapered,  flue,  medium,  and  strong,  and  see 
Quality. 

BEST  SELECTED  DRAWN   GUT.  3,  4,  and  6x, 

13  ui.,  2/6  ;  1.5  in.,  3/- ;  18  in.,  4/-  per  100. 
BEST  UNDRAWN  GUT,  2x,  fine,  16  in.  2/6- 

18  in.,  3/-;  20  in.,  3/6  per  100. 
GUT    CASTS,    FIRST    QUALITY,  1  yard,  1/4; 

2  yards,  2/6  ;  3  yards,  3/6  per  doz. 
BEST    SOLID    PLAITED    ROACH    LINES,  per 

100  yards,  1/6;  BARBEL.  2/-;  PIKE,  3/6. 
BEST    NOTTINGHAM    LOBS    AND    BAG,  3/4 

per  1,000.  THE  TRAPK  SUPPLIED. 

155,  Waterway  Street,  Nottingham. 


ROD  WANTED. 
3  MILES  SALMON  FISHING, 

SOUTH    IRELAND.     MONTH  OF  MAY. 

"X,"  c/o  JAMES  OGDEN, 
Tackle  Manufacturer,  Chelteniiam. 


FURNISHED  COTTAGE, 

Three  Bedrooms  and  attendance,  with 
BROWN      TROUT  FISHING, 

About  400  yards,  in  small  stream,  well  stocked. 

TO  I^ET. 

Rent  £9  per  week.  -  Apply,  MANAGER, 
Fario  Fishery,  Harrietsham,  Kent. 


TACKLE  DEALERS 

Will  reach  German  Anglers  by  Advertising  in 

H)eut6cbe  .  . 


Hnglerseitung, 

PUBLISHBD  BY 

DEUTSCHER  ANQLERBUND 

(German  Angling  Union), 
ONLY  ANGLING  PAPER  IN  GERMAN. 
Seim-Uonthly,  Foreign  Annaal  Subioriptioii,  m,  8. 

SCHIRMER,  Berlin  W.NeuenbargerSt.i4a. 


P 


ears 


The  goodness  in  Pears* 
Soap  is  an  antidote  for  all 
3ad  complexions. 


For  goodness  sake 


use 


^^ears^ 


Sold  in  every  land. 


Maech  28,  1908 

betters  to  tbe  iBbitov. 

,    iWe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  hy  our  Correspondents^ 

TROUT-FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 
Deae  Sib, — In  answer  to  Mr.  Milward  Harding's 
letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  21  asking 
if  any  of  your  readers  could  inform  him  of  free 
•trout-fishing  in  either  Cork  or  Kerry,  I  have 
much  pleasure  in  informing  him  that  there  is  a 
very  good  trout  river  (the  Bride)  which  rises  in  the 
county  of  Cork,  and  is  a  tributary  of  the  Black- 

( water.  It  flows  in  a  serpentine  direction  due  east 
through  the  Bride  Valley  for  about  fifty  miles  until 
it  joins  that  river  near  its  mouth.  The  Bride 
contains  both  salmon  and  trout,  but  no  coarse  fish. 
Angling  is  free  for  both  salmon  and  trout  from 
its  source  to  its  mouth.  It  averages  twenty  to 
thirty  feet  in  width,  two  to  three  feet  in  depth,  and 
flows  over  a  silvery  gravel  bottom.  Wading  is 
unnecessary.  The  banks  are  of  rich  golden  loam, 
and  about  two  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  water.' 
It  can  be  fished  from  both  banks  with  a  twelve-foot 
trout  rod.  The  scenery  along  its  banks  is  very 
pretty,  and  there  are  three  old  eleventh-century 
Norman  castles  in  the  valley  within  a  radius  of 
five  miles,  and  well  worth  a  visit.  The  peasantry 
of  the  district  are  friendly,  and  do  not  object  to 
anglers  going  through  their  lands  provided  they 
close  gates  and  are  not  accompanied  with  dogs. 

The  most  suitable  place  to  stay  at  would  be 
Tallow,  CO.  Waterford,  five  miles  from  its  mouth, 
and  the  nearest  railway  station  is  Tallow-road,  two 
miles.  There  is  a  nice  hotel  in  Tallow,  and  se'\'eral 
suitable  inns  five  minutes  from  the  river. 

Conna,  five  miles  higher  up,  is  also  a  suitable 
place  to  stay,  there  being  a  private  hotel  there 
Address,  "Kerby,"  Conna,  Tallow,  co.  Waterford" 
—Yours  truly,  Mathbw  Coyle 


THE  PLY  AND  BAIT- CASTING  TOURNA- 
MENT. 

Deab  Sib,— I  see  by  your  last  issue  of  Fishing 
Gazette  that  the  Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Tournament 
IS  fixed  for  July  9  and  10. 

The  great  international  rifle  contest,  to  which 
many  nationalities  are  sending  teams,  takes  place 
on  July  10  and  11  at  Bisley ;  the  N.R.A.  meeting 
commencing  on  July  13. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Tournament  was  not 
fixed  a  day  or  two  earlier,  as  many  may  be  interested 
in  both  events.  Suppose  it  is  impossible  to  alter 
arrangements  now  ? — Yours  truly,  G.  E.  Fulton. 

[I  am  sorry,  but  we  cannot  alter  the  date  ;  there 
are  to  be  so  many  sporting  events  this  year  that 
we  should  be  sure  to  clash  with  something  else  — 
Ed.]  ^ 
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FISHING  AT  HERNB  BAY  AND 
MARGATE  IN  APRIL. 
Dear  Sib,— Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
intorna  me  what  sea  fishing  is  to  be  obtained  during 
April  in  the  vicinity  of  Heme  Bay  and  Margate' 
and  also  whether  any  trout-fishing  is  obtainable  in 
that  neighbourhood. — Yours  truly, 

H.  B.  TUNNABD. 

Mr.  E.  F.  Wheeler  kindly  replies  as  follows:— 
Dear  Sib, — In  answer  to  your  inquiry  of 
March  24,  the  fish  that  we  are  catching  now  are 
small  codlmg,  plaice,  and  &  few  dabs  ;  in  April  there 
should  be  added  to  these  silver  eel  and  pouting  and 
in  May  the  bass  come  along,  and  no  doubt  by  that 
time  the  large  dogfish  (Tope)  will  be  here  giving  very 
fine  sport.  I  shall  let  you  know  from  time  to  time 
how  we  are  getting  on  with  these,  and  all  London 
anglers  should  run  down  and  have  a  tussle  with 
them.  With  regard  to  trout-fishing,  the  nearest  here 
IS  i  ordwich,  about  six  miles  ;  a  shilling  day  ticket 
entitles  one  to  fish  for  them.— Yours  truly 
Heme  Bay.  e.  F.  Wheeler. 

"LANDING-NETS." 
Dear  Sib,— In  reply  to  "Ignoramus"  in  the 
Fishtng  Gazette  of  March  21,  if  he  is  referring  to 
the  net  described  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  4 
he  certain  y  should  not  get  any  large  stitches,  but 
one  slightly  smaller  at  each  corner.  Of  course  if 
care  IS  not  taken  in  rounding  the  corners  for  the 
tirst  tew  rows  bad  stitches  may  be  formed. 
1  P^^'i^g  "^P  a  stitch  always  see  that  the  two 
Knots  ot  that  stitch  are  even  (as  A  ;  not  as  B  or  C)  ■ 
but  after  the  first  few  rows  the  knots  will  naturally 
come  evenly.    If  he  is  referring  to  the  simple  method 


FLY-CASTING  TOURNAMENT. 
Dear  Sib,— As  I  understand  that  the  fact  of  my 
coaching  clients  in  salmon  and  trout  fly  casting  pre- 
cludes me  from  competing  as  an  amateur  in  the 
forthcoming  International  Tournament  for  Fly  and 
Bait  Casting,  I  do  not  intend  to  lay  any  further 
claim  to  the  title  of  Amateur  Champion  in  trout  fly 
casting ;  but  I  trust  that  ,Mr.  C.  R.  Hewitt,  who 
was  second  to  me,  or  Mr.  W.  Prince,  who  was  third 
will  be  successful  in  maintaining  the  said  title  — 
Yours  truly,  Fbed  G.  Shaw. 

rROUT-FISHING  NEAR  MANCHESTER,  ETC. 
Deab  Sib,— In  reply  to  your  correspondent 
Novice  under  the  above  heading,  it  would  seem 
ihat  Kendal  would  serve  as  a  centre  for  both  the 
Sivers  Kent  and  Bela,  though  Mihithorpe  more 
)articularly  for  the  latter. 

I  quote  the  following  from  "  The  English  Lake 
-)istnct  Fisheries,"  byJohn  Watson,  published  how- 
iver,  as  far  back  as  1899  :— Bela.— "  Unfortunately 
or  the  angling  public,  this  admirable  trout  stream 
3  mainly  m  the  hands  of  a  private  angling  associa- 
lon,  and  permission  to  fish  is  not  obtainable  without 
ome  httle  difficulty.    If  the  intending  angler  is 
.cquainted  with  a  member,  well  and  good ;  if  not 
lis  only  chance  is  to  make  application  to  the  hon' 
9c.  of  the  association  at  Milnthorpe.  .  .    The  only 
lethod  of  angling  on  the  club  water  is  the  fly  and 
ight  fishmg  is  not  permitted.  .  .  .  Season  closes  on 
ept  1.  .  .  .  The  town  of  Kendal  is  the  best  centre 
ir  Hutton  and  Stainton  Becks  (which  form  the 
■ela) ;  and  the  village  of  Milnthorpe  for  the  Bela 
oth  town  and  village  being  easy  of  access  by  the 
..  &  N.W.  line       From  Appendix  IV.  of  the  same 
ook,  the  angling  associations  in  this  connection 
ere  as  follows  :  Kent  A.A.,  hon  sec,  Mr   C  Hut- 
ainson,  Finkle-street,  Kendal ;  Bela  A.A.,  hon  sec 
Lr.  Lewis  Elburn,  Milnthorpe.  ' 
With  "  Novice  "  I  also  am  desirous  of  hearing  of 
)me  trout-fishing  in  the  vicinity  of  Manchester 
fid  await  further  replies  to  his  letter  with  interest 
-Yours  truly,  j^jiES  Oates 


A.  — ^Knots  even. 

B,  C. — Knots  which  should  be  made  even  before 
being  netted. 

described  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  7  (which 
in  my  opinion,  is  not  so  good  as  the  other),  the  only 
place  he  is  liable  to  get  a  long  stitch  is  when  he 
commences  the  second  row,  or,  in  other  words 
where  he  connects  up  the  two  ends  of  the  first  row' 
on  the  foot-string  ;  but  even  there  it  can  be  avoided 
with  a  little  care. 

Presuming  he  has  got  the  long  stitch  and  cannot 
avoid  it,  the  accompanying  rough  sketch  will  assist 
him  in  getting  rid  of  it,  and  prevent  its  appearance 
in  subsequent  rows.  Pull  the  long  stitch  over  the 
mesh  till  the  knots  of  the  previous  row  are  even 
and  make  the  knot  in  the  usual  way  where  the 
dotted  line  appears  on  sketch.  If  this  knot  is 
pulled  up  tightly  there  will  be  no  fear  of  the  long 
loop  pulling  out  afterwards,  and  it  will  hardly  be 
noticed  when  the  net  is  finished. — Yours  truly, 

Waltee  H.  Meigh. 

DO  SERPENTS  EAT  FISH? 
Dear  Sib, — The  subject,  "Do  Serpents  Eat 
Fish  ?"  which  has  recently  come  under  considera- 
tion in  the  Fishing  Gazette  is  an  intensely  interesting 
and  important  one  to  the  fish  culturist.  I  brought 
the  subject  before  a  friend  of  mine  who  was  born 
within  sight  of  a  fish  hatchery,  has  been  raiding 
fish— I  mean  hatching  them— all  his  life,  and  now 
holds  the  rank  of  "fish  culturist"  in  the  Service. 
He  tells  me  that  on  this  side  of  the  water  it  is 
generally  aclmowledged  that  snakes  do  eat  fisli,  but 
that  one  season  he  opened  at  least  thirty  snakes 
and  could  find  no  trace  of  fish  remains  in  their 
stomachs,  the  snakes  dissected  being  the  chain- 
snake  (Ophiholus  getulus).  Since  then  my  friend 
has  heard  of  several  well  authenticated  cases  like 
that  mentioned  by  Mr.  Jeffcock  in  your  issue  for 
Feb.  8. 

During  the  late  summer  of  1893,  a  few  months 
after  my  first  arrival  in  the  country,  at  a  friend's 
ranch  on  the  Medicine  Bow  Creek,  Carbon  co., 
Wyoming,  I  had  occasion  about  8  a.m.  to  go  dowii 
to  the  creelc  to  get  a  bucket  of  water.  The  stream 
was  low,  clear,  and  alkali,  and  ran  over  a  stony 
bottom.  I  was  about  to  step  out  along  a  piece  of 
board  to  sink  my  pail  into  the  pool,  when  I  caught 
sight  of  a  small  water-snake  (amphibious)  about  a 
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foot  long  wriggling  and  writhing  on  the  pebbles  at 
the  water  s  edge,  hU  teeth  sunk  firmly  into  the  pig- 
like nose  of  a  sucker  (a  kIow,  coarse  fish,  a  member 
ot  the  family  Catoatomidce  frequenting  alkali 
streams,  where  finer  fish  would  perish).  It  would 
appear  that  he  had  captured  it  in  mid -stream, 
held  on  to  it  with  bulldog  tenacity,  played 
It  to  a  finish  like  any  good  angler,  and  was 
proceeding  to  land  it,  but  not  having  a  landing-net 
nor  any  suitable  object  round  which  to  twine  his 
tail  to  give  himself  more  purchase,  he  was  beginnin<' 
to  weary,  and  that  just  when  he  had  his  fish  half 
out  of  the  water.  Now,  that  fish  was,  bulk  for 
bulk,  more  than  half  his  size.  He  had  done  well ; 
1  sympathised  with  him,  and  not  wishing  him  to 
lose  that  splendid  fish,  I  foolishly  presented  him 
with  the  desired  article.  The  moment  the  stick 
touched  his  tail  he  naturally  let  the  fish  go,  and 
instantly  they  both  vanished  into  the  water.  At 
this  moment  I  deeply  regret  that  I  did  not  have 
more  patience  and  wait  the  outcome,  but  the  snake 

K®fTwu°.  T^J?,  hope  of  grassing 

his  fish  that  I  did  not  think  it  worth  while.  Never- 
theless, It  is  safe  to  suppose  that  the  snake  intended 
to  swallow  as  much  of  his  capture  as  he  could  or 
why  was  he  so  determined  to  have  him  out  of 
the  water  ? 

What  with  the  evidence  already  advanced  and 
any  that  may  come  in  before  this  letter,  a  verdict 
maybe  returned  that  snakes  do  not  make  a  practice 
of  eating  fish,  but  that  they  will,  if  pressed  for 
tood,  take  what  they  can  get,  either  newly-killed 
or  ahve  but  that  they  can  only  get  slow-moving 
fash,  a,nd  not  a  trout  or  young  salmon,  unless  in 
lU- health  or  confined  in  a  small  soace  like  "  Adder's  " 
samlets.— Yours  truly,  George  P.  Bosanqubt 
Spearfish,  South  Dakota,  U.S.A. 

FISHING  IN  NORTHUMBERLAND. 
Deab  Sir,— I  do  not  know  if  I  can  help  P  H' 
Waters.    He  has  been  stirred  by  "  Double  T 's  ' 
letter  to  think  of  a  piscatorial  incursion  into  Northum- 
berland.    Well,   Northumberland  is  a  beautiful 
coujitry,  and  Wooler  and  Alnwick  are  excellent 
centres  for    exploring  the    country    around  If 
hshing  were  not  in  the  question,  he  could  not  do 
better  than  fix  on  Wooler.  The  scenery  is  charmmg, 
and  the  a,ir  bracing.    The  Cottage  Hotel  is  a  good 
hotel,  and  so  are  the  others  ;  and  if  his  wife  would 
be  more  at  home  in  a  quiet  lodging,  thi^t  could  also 
be  got     But  if  he  is  bent  on  fishing,  it  would  be 
better  to  visit  the  locality  and  examine  the  River 
Till  before  he  decides.    Both   the  "Sportsman's 
n/nu"^*^  Guide"  and  the  "Angler's  Diary" 
will  tell  him  of  the  Till.   The  "  Sportsman's  Guide  " 
says:     ihe  Till,  deep  and  sluggish,  contains  large 
and  wary  trout,  which  are  difficult  to  catch  "  The 
"  Angler's  Diary  "  says  :  "  The  fishing  is  good.  . 
If  there  is  a  flood  to  bring  the  fish  over  the  caulds 
and  dams,  whitling  will  be  met  with  early  in  the 
summer.     .      There  are  plenty  of  good  pike  in  the 
deep  waters,    etc.    Now  both  these  statements  are 
quite  correct.    The  "Sportsman's  Guide"  speaks 
of  the  fishing  from  the  Scottish  point  of  view,  and 
the  '  Angler  s  Diary  "  from  the  English.    The  one 
refers  to  trout-fishing,  and  the  other  to  fishing  for 
coarse  fish  Stoddart,  in  his  "  Angler's  Comoanion," 
says  :    ;  Ihe  Till  is  a  deep,  sluggish  water,  singularly 
fantastic  in  its  windings.    The  fish  it  contains  are 
pike   perch,  trout  and  eels,"  etc.     But  I  should 
think  the  trout  will  not  stay  a  day  longer  in  the 
lill  than  they  can  help.    It  is  not  only  a  deep, 
sluggish  river    but  its  bottom  is   composed  of 
soft  clay.    It  does  not  look  like  a  home  for  trout 
I    have    walked    on    its    banks,    but    I  have 
never    desired    to    fish    it.     Once  my  wife  was 
with  me,  and  she  said  that  she  hoped  I  would 
nev^er  be  tempted  to  fish  such  a  water  as  that  But 
1  should  say  that  a  better  water  for  pike  and  eels 
could  not  be  found.    If  Mr.  Waters  fixes  on  the 
lill,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  as  regards  cost  •  for 
although  here  and  there  the  river  is  preserved  vet 
other  pa,rts  are  open.    He  asks  if  "  wading  is  essen- 
tial or  allowed.      I  should  say  it  is  allowed,  but  I 
hope  he  will  not  try  to  wade  it  unless  he  is  an  expert 
swimmer.    And  even  then  if  he  once  gets  down 
amongst  the  soft  clay  he  ^vill  find  it  not  quite  easy 
to  extricate  himself.    The  "Angler's  Diary"  savs 
"  the  wading  in  Till  is  dangerous."    Other  authori- 
ties speak  of  the  river  as  deep  and  dangerous 
bome  of  your  readers  will  be  acquainted  with  the 
old  rhyme : 

"Tweed  said  to  Till, 

'  What  gars  ye  rin  sae  still  ? 
Till  said  to  Tweed, 

'  Though  ye  rin  wi'  speed 
And  I  rin  slaw. 
Yet  where  ye  drown  ae  man 
I  drown  twa.' " 

Till  does  not  claim  superiority  as  regards  fishing 
but  it  claims  greater  capacity  for  drowning  fisher- 
men.—Yours  truly.  Trout  Angi^r. 
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"  ACUTE  RHEUMATISM." 
Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  a  letter  in  your 
issue  of  March  14  under  the  above  heading,  I  think 
it  possible  that  \^  iesbadi"n  might  do  good.  There 
are  some  very  good  baths  with  a  gymnasium  at 
the  Agusta  Victoria  Bad,  not  far  from  the  railway 
station,  and  Dr.  Karl  Mayer  is  in  charge  of  them. 
He  speaks  English,  and  is  a  very  nice  man  to  deal 
with.  There  is  also  Karlsbad  in  Bohemia,  with  a 
regular  bathing  establishment.  Dr.  Friedrich  Ivraus 
there  could  recommend  your  friend  v^  hat  to  do. 
He  recommended  me  to  Dr.  Karl  Mayer  at  Wies- 
baden. Wiesbaden  is  much  nearer  to  London  than 
Karlsbad.  I  had  sciatica  very  badly  myself,  and 
the  first  thing  that  gave  me  any  relief  was  super- 
heated hot- air  baths  in  London,  but  I  think  the 
establishment  in  London  is  perhaps  not  being 
carried  on  now.  The  temperature  was  raised  to 
250deg.  or  over.  They  were  in  a  street  that  ran  off 
the  Portland-road. — Yours  truly, 

D.  Renton,  M.D., 
Brigade- Surgeon  Lieut. -Colonel. 

p.S. — I  think  there  is  more  than  one  Dr.  Kraus  in 
Karlsbad.  His  address  in  Karlsbad  is  Herzog  von 
Brabant,  or  was. 


"ACUTE  RHEUMATISM." 

Dear  Sir, — If  the  experience  of  one  person  be 
any  good  to  another,  I  should  advise  "J.  C." — 
before  he  tries  Vichy  or  any  other  foreign  resort — 
to  stay  at  Bath  for  a  time.  For  several  autumns, 
when  I  returned  from  Norway,  I  had  considerable 
rheumatism  such  as  he  describe ; ;  each  year  I  went 
to  Bath,  and  by  the  advice  of  a  Bath  doctor  took  a 
course  of  dry-douche  and  Berthollet  \  apour  baths, 
and  on  each  occasion  the  pain  was  banished  for  the 
time,  though  it  sometimes  recurred  in  the  following 
spring. — Yours  truly,  H.  B.  Leete. 

Oxford. 


TROUT-FISHING  AT  HUNTLY. 

Deajr  Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  could  give  me  some  information 
about  the  trout-fishing  at  Huntly.  I  belipve  that 
the  Deveron  is  the  best  river  in  that  neighbourhood, 
and  would  be  glad  if  anyone  could  tell  me  what  flies 
are  best,  at  the  beginning  of  April,  on  that  river. 
Is  there  any  chance  of  getting  any  salmon-fishing  on 
any  river  in  that  district  ?— Yours  truly,      F.  R. 

BARTON  BROAD  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir,  —  I  thought  "John  Bickerdyke's " 
reading  of  my  letter  to  you,  published  in  your  issue 
of  March  7,  might  be  of  interest.  The  word  "  some- 
how," used  by  such  an  old  pike-fisherman  as 
"  J.  B.  "  is  too  funny  when  read  in  connection  with 
a  201b.  6oz.  pike.  It  might  have  been  a  3oz.  bream 
without  a  kick  in  it.  I  do,  however,  protest  against 
a  wilfully  wrong  interpretation  being  put  on  to  what 
was  surely  an  interesting  record  of  an  unusual 
experience.    Can  it  be  jealousy  ? — Yours  truly, 

March  18.  H.  Boning. 

p  g  It  may  interest  you  to  know  that  I  have 

seen  pike  of  181b.,  18Jlb.,  221b.,  2211b.,  and  24Jlb. 
(the  last  of  which  I  had  the  pleasure  of  "  somehow  " 
gaffing  for  a  friend)  taken  in  the  Broads  this  last 
week. 

Here  is  the  cutting  referred  to  from  the  Daily 
Telegraph  of  March  13  : — 

"Before  the  water  thickened,  the  Thames  above 
Oxford,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kingsweir,  yielded 
a  171b.  pike,  but  a  still  larger  fish,  the  weight  of 
which  is  put  at  over  20lb.,  has  been  caught  on 
Barton  Broad,  in  Norfolk.  Luck  was  dead  against 
this  unfortunate  fish,  for,  after  having  succeeded  in 
breaking  the  tackle  of  one  angler,  a  mere  fragment  of 
gimp,  with  a  hook  attached,  which  dangled  from  its 
jaws,  'somehow'  caught  in  the  tackle  of  another 
pike-slayer.  To  break  away  from  two  anglers  in 
one  day  was  too  great  an  effort,  and  so  this  fine  fish 
met  its  death.  The  Newbury  261b.  pike,  to  which  I 
referred  last  week,  was  taken  out  of  Milford  Lake, 
which  is  the  property  of  Lord  Carnarvon." 

[I  feel  sure  that  "John  Bickerdyke"  had  no 
intention  to  throw  discredit  on  Mr.  Boning's  skill 

 and  I  am  quite  sure  jealousy  had  nothing  to  do 

with  it. — Ed.] 

STREAM  TROUT-FISHING  IN  IRELAND 
WANTED. 

Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  Mr.  Milward  Harding's 
inquiry  re  river  fishing  in  counties  Cork  or 
Kerry  for  Easter,  some  of  the  following  places 
might  suit  him: — (1)  Dunmanway:  Bandon  and 
Caha  rivers,  both  good  (Railway  Hotel).  (2)  Head- 
ford  river:  Headford  Junction,  next  station  to 
Killarney  (could  get  rooms  at  Kelleher's  Hotel).  (3) 
Banteer :  the  Glen  and  Owenbaun  rivers  are  good 
when  water  is  right  (accommodation  might  pos- 
sibly be  got  in  Banteer — a  small  village — or  at  Nad, 
higher  up  the  river,  but  I  am  not  sure  about  this ; 


anyway,  Mallow  is  only  a  few  miles  away).  (4) 
Macroom :  There  are  several  rivers  there,  and  I 
believe  the  trout-fishing  is  good,  but  personally  I 
do  not  know  them  (good  accommodation  at 
Williams'  Hotel ;  a  line  to  the  proprietor  would 
bring  all  the  information  required).  (5)  Conna.  co. 
Cork  (Miss  Kirby's Hotel,  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
Bride)  :  a  good  trout  river  when  water  is  right ;  also 
salmon  may  be  got.  Hotel  very  comfortable. — 
Yours  truly,  H.  F.  Bradley. 


TO  PREVENT  POACHING. 

Dear  Sir, — The  enclosed  is  a  little  sketch  (not 
drawn  to  scale)  of  the  Gamullt  Lakes,  near  Blaenau 
Festiniog,  which  are  preserved  by  the  Cambrian 
Angling  Association.  Previous  to  the  formation 
of  thi^  club,  about  twenty-five  years  ago,  these 
beautiful  lakes  were  mercilessly  poached  by  otter, 
cross  and  night  lines.  Even  now  during  the  spawn- 
ing season,  when  the  fish  crowd  into  the  streamlet 
(B)  running  from  lake  A  to  lake  C,  and  also  push 
their  way  as  far  as  possible  up  L,  or  even  go  down 
the  stream  <?,  which  runs  out  of  the  lake.  At  O  i^ 
a  little  cascade,  and  hundreds  of  fish  go  over  it 
annually,  and  being  unable  to  return  (the  leap 
being  too  great)  fall  an  easy  prey  to  the  poacher, 
who  returns  with  backloa<Js  every  spawning  season. 
To  prevent  this  wholesale  destruction,  the  club  has 
from  <time  to  time  effected  some  changes. 

First. — A  grating  was  put  at  H,  the  outlet  of  the 
stream  O,  but  as  the  wall  on  both  side^  is  a  poor 
tumbledown  aPtair,  the  gain  from  the  grating,  I 
fear,  is  not  much. 

Second. — At  the  close  of  last  season  the  club  cut 
a  straight  channel  {D)  for  the  streamlet  (B).  The 
new  cliaimel  (D)  has  its  bottom  "  flagged "  with 
smooth  paving  stone,  thus  allowing  a  rapid  flow  of 
water  and  no  silting  up  of  sand  or  gravel — that  is, 
no  spawning  beds. 

There  were  two  opinions  amongst  members  re  the 
wisdom  of  this  undertaking.  Now,  Sir,  I  sliould  be 
glad  to  have  your  opinion  and  the  opinion  of  some 
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readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  on  the  work  of  the 
club.  Perhaps  I  had  better  give  you  some  of  the 
reasons  of  the  club  for  the  cutting  straight  of 
the  channel  [D). 

(a)  The  streamlet  being  only  about  thirty  yards 
long  and  two  feet  wide  was  utterly  inadequate  to 
provide  spawning  beds  for  the  thousands  of  fish  in 
the  lakes. 

(h)  The  stream,  being  so  small,  was  simply  a 
"  fish-trap,"  where  the  night  poacher ^was  sure  to 
find  an  ample  supply. 

(c)  For  reasons  (a)  and  (&)  it  was  thought  best  to 
"  compel  "  fish  to  spawn  in  the  lakes  (as  fish  do  in 
Manod  Lake,  which  is  near),  the  southern  shores  of 
which  are  lined  by  hundreds  of  yards  of  gently 
shelving  gravelly  beds. 

That  is  all,  I  think,  I  can  say  on  behalf  of  the 
committee.  As  we  are  catering  for  the  infiux  of 
hundreds  of  fishermen  visitors  into  the  neighbour- 
hood, the  committee  would  be  glad  to  have  expert 
opinion,  and  if  this  first  step  prove  a  success  much 
can  and  will  be  done  by  this  club,  who  are  so 
enterprising,  to  preserve  the  fishing  in  these  magni- 
ficent mountain  lakes  (over  a  dozen)  of  this  wild 
and  romantic  district  of  Merioneth. — Yours  truly, 

G.  J.  B. 


FLY-FISHING  IN  BRISTOL. 
Dear  Sib, — In  answer  to  "Enquirer,"  there  is 
very  little  fly-fishing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bristol, 
with  the  exception  of  Blagdon.  The  majority  of 
anglers  in  Bristol  are  coarse  fishers,  and  these  have 
to  go  above  Bath,  on  the  Avon,  to  get  any  fishing 
worthy  of  the  name.  Dace  are  not  plentiful  enough 
to  get  any  sport  with  the  fly,  but  several  of  the  local 
associations  have  a  few  miles  of  bank,  from  which 
a  few  trout  may  be  caught  with  the  fly. 


The  local  associations  are  : — 

"  The  Golden  Carp." — Water  scattered  at  the 
following  places:  Chippenham,  Keynsham,  High- 
bridge,  Limpley  Stoke,  Chewton  Keynsham,  Chew 
Magna,  Stonehouse,  Avoncliffe,  Sherston. 

The  Avon  and  Tributaries  — River  Avon,  from 
Limpley  Stoke  to  Avonclif'le ;  river  Frome,  from 
mouth  to  Farleigh  ;  and  the  Midford  brook,  from 
the  mouth  to  about  one  mile  up  stream. 

The  Somerford  A.  A. — The  Avon,  at  Somerford. 

There  are  several  other  angling  as^iociations,  but 
they  are  either  difficult  to  join  or  are  not  worth 
wasting  time  on. 

Should  advise  "  Enquirer,"  if  he  only  fishes  with 
fly,  to  visit  the  various  club  waters  when  settled  in 
Bristol,  and  judge  which  is  best  for  himself.  The 
local  tackle  shops  will  give  him  secretaries'  ad- 
dresses.— Yours  truly,  Carpist. 

[Much  obliged  for  reply. — Ed.] 

TROUT-FISHING  WANTED  NEAR  SEATON, 
DEVuN. 

Dear  Sir,— Can  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
inform  me  of  any  trout-fishing  that  can  be  obtained 
near  Seaton,  in  Devon  ?  I  purpose  spending  two  or 
three  weeks  at  that  town  in  April,  and  should  be 
glad  of  the  information. — Yours  truly,    W.  H.  C. 

FISHING  ABOUT  BIRKENHEAD. 
Dear  Sir,— I  should  be  glad  if  you  or  any  of 
your  readers  could  kindly  give  me  any  particulars 
of  the  fishing  to  be  had  about  Birkenhead,  and  also 
the  names  of  any  fishing  clubs  in  the  district. — 
Yours  truly,  C.  Smart. 

RE  TROUT-FISHING  AT  BIARRITZ. 
Dear  Sib, — As  I  intend  spending  three  weeks  at 
Easter  in  Prance,  at  Biarritz,  I  should  be  much 
obliged  if  any  of  your  correspondents  could  give 
me  any  information  as  to  what  trout-fishing  there 
is,  and  how  much  of  it  is  obtainable,  and  oblige. — 
Yours  truly,  ^-  ^- 

CARP  TAKES  A  SPOON-BAIT. 
Dear  Sib, — Fishing  for  pike  with  a  spoon-bait 
in  private  water  in  Worcestershire  three  weeks  ago 
I  caught  an  811b.  carp.  I  know  very  little  about 
coarse  fish,  but  I  imagine  it  is  most  unusual  for  a 
carp  to  take  a  spoon  (it  was  fairly  hooked  in  the 
mouth),  and  should  be  glad  to  know  if  this  is  so. 
Also  if  the  fish  was  a  record  for  the  lake,  the  largest 
ever  known  to  be  caught  there  before  being  4|^lb.— 
Yours  truly,  H.  F.  Bradley. 

TROUT-FISHING  NEAR  BIRMINGHAM. 
Dear  Sib,— Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  tell 
me  of  any  trout-fishing  near  Birmingha,m  ?  and 
oblige. — Yours  truly,  R-  L. 

CLOSE  TIME  FOR  FRESH-WATER  FISH. 
To  the.  Editor  of  the  "  Eastern  Daily  Press." 

Sib,  The  announcement  in  your  columns  that 

a  party  of  900  anglers  were  coming  from  Bolton 
to  Norfolk  in  April,  together  with  the  report  that 
another  army  is  coming  from  Sheffield,  should  do 
much  to  cause  all  sportsmen  who  wish  to  preserve 
local  fishing  to  further  urge  the  necessity  of  a  close 
time  in  Norfolk,  and  it  should  convince  those  who 
are  opposed  to  a  close  time  that  this  is  really  a 
necessity.  Had  those  who,  with  every  good  inten- 
tion opposed  the  Mundella  Act  of  1878  foreseen  the 
possibility  of  Norfolk  being  invaded  by  such  an 
army  of  fishermen  when  they  could  not  fish  their 
own  waters  owing  to  the  said  Act,  they  would 
doubtless  have  thought  twice  about  the  matter 
and  possibly  would  have  waived  the  Norfolk  and 
Suffolk  Fisheries  Act,  although  it  had  cost  several 
hundred  pounds  the  year  before.  It  is  always  easy 
to  be  wise  after  the  event,  and  the  necessity  for 
fully  preserving  the  fish  of  Norfolk  by  a  proper 
close  time  while  they  are  spawning,  and  by  a 
standard  size  below  which  no  fish  may  be  killed, 
must  be  patent  to  everyone.  There  are  still,  how- 
ever, several  anglers  and  also  some  clubs  who  are 
opposed  to  both  these  measures,  because  the  tirst 
will  stop  working  men  angling  in  the  Easter  holi- 
days, and  the  latter  may  prevent  all  their  prizes 
being  taken  by  the  competitors ;  but  surely  it  is 
time  to  forego  such  trifles  as  these,  and  for  all  to 
join  together  to  protect  Norfolk  waters  from  armies 
of  poachers  such  as  we  are  threatened  with  now, 
and  for  all  Norfolk  anglers  to  support  what  will  be 
the  greatest  protective  measure  that  has  ever  been 
brought  forward  for  the  good  of  Norfolk  angling.— 
Yours  faithfully,  A.  J.  Rudd. 

March  21.  ,  /     .     ,     .     j  _„ 

P  S  — I  have  written  the  Bolton  Anglers  Federa- 
tion protesting  against  their  unsportsmanlike 
action,  but  foar  it  is  too  late  for  their  arrangemenls 
to  be  altered. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 


"  Bishop  Kea  and  Izaak  Walton." 

Mb.  Edwaed  Maeston,  "  The  Amateur  Angler," 
has  been  occupied  for  some  time  past  in  compilint/ 
a  work  which  promises  to  be  intarestinc  to  readers 
generally  and  to  anglers  in  particular.  It  is  a 
sketch  of  the  livea  of  Bishop  Ken  and  Izaak  Walton, 
explaining  the  singular  relationship  between  the 
two  men,  and  giving  briefly  the  principal  facts  in 
the  lives  of  both.  It  will  contain  mate  ial  which 
has  not  hitherto  bean  brought  into  bo)k  form. 
It  will  form  a  handso.-ne  crown  8vo  volume  of 
over  200  pages,  ani  will  be  fully  illustrated  with 
about  twenty  full-page  pictures  from  various 
sources,  several  of  them  original,  and  fifty  choice 
text  vignettes  of  scenes  on  the  rivers  well  known  to 
Izaak  Walton.  These  lovely  little  gems  of  Enc^lish 
scenery  were  originally  drawn  by  F.  (Jarless^and 
engraved  by  A.  Stanskowski  for  my  "Lea  and 
Dove "  edition  of  Walton.  (Tiio  quarto  copper 
plates  m  that  work  were  destroyed.)  Further 
particulars  will  be  announ'>ed  in  due  course.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  work  will  be  out  before  the  May 
*  ly  is  up  ! 

H.M.  the  King  and  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Thames  Anglmg  Preservation 
Society,  held  at  the  St.  Bride  Institute  on  Tuesday 
evemng,  March  31,  the  chairman  made  the  grati- 
tymg  announcement  that  His  Majesty  the  Kino' 
had  been  pleased  to  consent  to  become  an  annual 
subscriber  to  the  funds  of  the  society. 

A  Suggestion  for  Preventing  Trout  Poaching. 

^  There  has  been  some  interesting  correspondence  in 
the  Scotsman  lately  with  reference  to  the  sale  of 
trout  m  the  United  Kingdom.  Writing  in  that  excel- 
lent paper  under  date  of  March  0,  "  F.  R  "  makes 


the  excellent  suggestion  that  the  sale  of  river  trout 
(S.  fario)  should  be  made  illegal  throughout  the 
United  Kingdom.  It  is  somewhat  of  a  "  counsel  of 
perfection,"  and  certain  vested  rights  may  stand  in 
the  way— at  any  rate,  in  Ireland,  on  such  waters  as 
Lough  Neagh.  But  here  is  what  "  F.  R."  says  : 

"  S'R,— I  saw  an  account  in  the  Scotsman,  of 
Saturday,  March  7,  about  the  poaching  dom  in  the 
Leader  and  Gala.  In  my  opinion  there  is  only  one 
effectual  way  of  improving  the  fishing  of  the  British 
Isles— that  is,  to  prevent  the  sale  of  trout  altogether. 
Trout  should  be  left  entirely  for  sport.  If  there  was 
no  sale  for  trout,  there  would  be  very  little  poaching 
don?,  because  most  of  the  trout  got  by  illegal  means 
are  sold.  No  on  j  would  net  trout  for  sport.  As  the 
followers  of  Izaak  Walton  are  increasing  every  year, 
something  will  soon  have  to  be  donj  to'prevent  our 
rivers  being  ruined  altogether.  Everybody  knows 
that  New  Zealand  is  the  fin'jst  trout-fishing  country 
in  the  world,  and  this  is  entirely  due  to  the'fact  that 
trout  are  not  allowed  to  be  sold.  I  have  seen  profes- 
sional fishers  cn  many  rivers  in  Scotland  and  Eng- 
land, and  well  know  the  size  of  fish  they  take.  Eveiy 
fish,  however  small,  increases  the  weight  of  the 
basket,  and  as  they  can  get  8d.  per  lb.  for  them, 
eight  trout  of  2oz.  each  are  just  as  good  to  them  as 
a  pound  trout.  Another  thing  which  might  improve 
the  fishing  would  be  a  rod  licence,  and  every  fisher 
be  compelled  to  take  ono  out,  and  be  allowed  to  fish 
all  over  the  British  Isles,  except  in  those  parts  pre- 
served by  the  proprietors." 

The  licence  would  be  all  right  provided  the  money 
were  used  to  improve  the  trout-fishing. 


A  Defence  of  American  Fly  and  Bait  Casting. 

Mr.  G.  M.  L.  la  Branche,  the  well-known  American 
angler,  sends  me  the  following  letter  in  reply  to  one 
of  mine,  in  which  I  said  that,  judging  partly  from  a 
recently-published  American  work,  the  "mere 
casting  "  element  was  creeping  in  again  in  American 
casting  tournaments  : — • 

"New  York,  March  II,  1908. 
"  My  deae  Sir,— I  have  been  ill  with  la  grippe, 
or  your  letter  of  Feb.  10  would  not  have  remained 
unanswered  so  long.  / 

"  I  cannot  admit  that  the  'mere  casting '  clement 
is  coming  forward,  as  you  suggest.  There  may  be 
among  the  competitors  at  the  casting  tournaments 
held  m  America  some  few  who  are  interested  solely 
in  this  sport,  but  by  far  the  greater  proportion  are 
keen  anglers  and  sportsmen,  who  use  in  all  contests 
rods  that  are  essentially  fishing  rods.  We  have  here, 
as  you  have  in  England,  those  who  can  see  '  nothing 
of  value  to  anglers  '  in  these  contests,  but  they  are 
for  the  greater  part  men  who,  through  lack  of  skill, 
are  unable  to  acquit  themselves  with  any  degree  of 
credit  in  competition.  ° 

"  I  contend  tournament  casting  is  a  sport  in 
itself,  whether  it  bears  any  relation  to  angling  or 
not.  If  anglers  may  learn  anything  from  "it,  well 
and  good  ;  if  not,  it  stands  on  its  own  bottom. 

"  Trap-shooting  is  not  gunning,  yet  how  much 
keen  enjoyment  is  to  be  had  in  breaking  (or  trying 
to  break)  clay  birds  ? 

"The  abnormally  straight-stocked,  choke-bored 
gun  used  at  the  traps  is  rarely  carried  into  the  field, 
but  is  that  a  reason  for  decrying  the  sport  ? 

"  I  am  not  advocating  the  use  of  special  rods  with 
which  it  would  be  possible  to  cast  great  distances, 
and  because  of  this  power  a  tiresome  rod  to  handle 
on  a  stream  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  should  like  to  see 
more  casting  done  with  '  fishing  tackle,'  and  the 
tendency  in  this  country  is  toward  even  lighter  rods 
than  we  have  been  using. 

"Much  importance  is  attached  hero  to  the 
'  accuracy  '  events,  both  with  wet  and  dry  fly,  at 
distances  not  greater  than  twenty  yards,  and  with 
the  ioz.  and  \oz.  weights  from  free-running  reels  at 
targets. up  to  100ft.  (The  latter  method  used  in 
black  bass  fishing.)  One  can  hardly  .say  that  these 
contests  are  not  instructive. 

"  The  heaviest  single-handed  fly-rod  I  own 
weighs  lOioz.,  and  is  lift,  long,  and  is  the  calibre 
of  rod  generally  used  in  the  '  unlimited  '  rod  class, 
and  is,  I  understand,  inside  the  accepted  English 
standard  for  fly-rods  (that  is,  loz.  to  the  foot). 
"  My  other  rods  run  down  the  scale  of  weights 

The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's  Cabinet  of  Devices,  ob  F;w  to 
Tie  trout  and  Grayling  Flies.— Can  be  had  pest  fiee  for  2/3 
in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London.  Second  Edition.  By  H.  G. 
McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "The  best  book  ever  written 
on  the  subject."— FtsAt'n^  Gazette.     -  '■ 


from  7oz.  to  .S^oz.,  and  the  best  cast  I  over  made  in 
a  contest  was  with  a  5oz.  rod  which  I  use  almost 
entirely  when  fishing.  From  the  little  I  know  of  tlio 
rods  used  in  England,  I  believe  these  compare  rather 
favourably  with  them,  and  with  th((  ooz.  rod  f 
mention,  which  is  10ft.  long,  I  have,  fished  tliedry  llv 
most  successfully." 

Badgers  in  England. 

Mr.  Wm.  Hearder,  the  well-known  fishing-taekhi 
maker  and  angler  of  Plymouth,  sends  me  the^foHow- 
ing  cutting  from  a  Plymoutli  local  paper  of  last 
week.  Mr.  H.  says  there  are  plenty  of  badgers  in 
Devon,  especially  in  the  Dart  district  :— 
"  Tkrriee  and  Four  Badgers. 
The  Lamerton  Foxhounds  met  at  the  Herring 
Arms,  Brentor,  on  Saturday.  There  was  a  fairlv 
good  field.  First  making  for  Brentor  Church,  oil 
t.ie  hill,  they  found  a  holt,  and  tho  Master  (Mr. 
Cooke-Hurle)  ordered  the  whip  to  put  in  a  terrier. 
Whilst  this  was  being  don-;,  the  pack  got  on  the  lino 
of  a  fox,  to  which  the  field  turned  their  attention. 
Meanwhile,  the  whip  was  found  to  be  in  trouble  at 
the  holt,  and  a  number  of  spectators  from  the  hill 
joined  him.  They  at  once  procured  tools  and  coni- 
nienced  digging.  To  their  astonishment,  instead 
of  a  fox,  the  terrier  was  fighting  a  badger.  After 
digging  some  time  he  came  out,  and  was  immediately 
killed.  Quickly  after  another  came  out,  and  was 
served  in  a  like  manner.  Then  followed  a  third, 
and  he  was  likewi.se  dealt  with.  During  these 
operations  the  terrier  was  fighting  another^badger 
m  another  part  of  the  holt,  but  by  this  time  the 
whip  had  had  enough  of  badgers  and  departcid." 

Fishing  in  Canada— An  Extraordinary  Adventure 
with  a  Salmon. 

"D.  B."  writes :—"  When  I  read  Mr.  Lane's 
interesting  and  instructive  communication  in  your 
publication  of  March  21  on  the  subject  of  fishing  in 
Canada,  I  was  reminded  of  a  curious  story  tokrim? 
by  a  friend,  which  I  thought  might  interest  some  of 
your  readers.  My  friend  was  fishing  in  Canada  some 
years  ago  when  the  following  incident  occurred. 
His  gillie  was  landing  a  heavy  salmon  for  him,  and 
had  got  the  gaff  well  in,  when  the  metal  snapped, 
and  the  fish  was  off  with  the  hook  of  the  gaff  still 
firmly  embedded  in  its  side. 

"  The  following  year  this  fish  was  netted,  and  the 
gaft  was  still  m  its  side,  the  only  difference  being  that 
the  metal  had  been  worn  down  flush  with  tlie°fish's 
side  by  constant  friction  with  rocks  and  gravel, 
whereas  before  a  rod  of  several  inches  lenoth  had 
protruded  from  its  body.  "The  fish  was  in  excellent 
condition,  and  apparently  had  suffered  little  from 
Its  wound.  It  seems  to  me  extraordinary  that  the  - 
wound  did  not  fester,  or  that  blood-poisoning  did 
not  set  in.  If  any  animal  or  man  had  been  in  the 
same  state,  would  not  some  severe  illness  have 
ensued,  followed  ultimately  by  death  ?  It  seems 
unaccountable  that  the  fish  could  have  continued 
feeding  and  thriving  while  there  was  a  large  metal 
hook  in  Its  side.  Yet  the  fact  remams.  Can  any 
reader  offer  any  solutions  1  " 

Of  course  on^  has  heard  of  fish  going  off  with  a 
broken  gaff,  but  I  never  heard  of  one  being  caught 
a  year  later  with  the  gaff  hook  still  in  it.  Probably 
the  action  of  the  salt  water  in  rusting  the  exposed 
metal  during  the  fish's  stay  in  the  sea  helped  tho 
rubbing-down  process  somewhat. 


Good  Sport  on  the  Boyne. 

The  Boyne  has  been  fishing  well  so  far.  Up  to  tho 
end  of  last  month.  Sir  Francis  Ley,  Bart.,  had 
killed  over  forty  salmon  to  his  own  rod.  and  as 
many  more  have  been  killed  by  other  rods  on  his 
water. 

A  Good  Dinner  Story. 

The  other  day  I  came  across  a  story,  which  was 
new  to  me,  of  how  Oliver  Cromwell  paid  out  Jolin 
Knox,  that  fiery  old  "  Malleus  Scotoruni."  who  was 
so  brutal  to  the  unhappy  Queen  of  Scots.  Knox 
had  the  Lord  Protector  in  his  congregation  at  kirk 
one  Sunday,  and  took  the  opportunity  to  rub  in 
some  home  truths  about  his  shortconiings.  Soon 
afterwards  Cromwell  invited  Knox  to  dinner,  at 
which  he  asked  another  "  meenister  "  to  say  grace 
-but  that  was  not  all.  Cromwell  and  the  other 
meenister  "  had  just  dmed,  and  the  latter  went  on 
for  three  hours  saying  grace.  It  must  have  been  a 
sore  trial  to  the  hungry  Knox.    K.  B.  .Maustox. 
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A  FEW  NOTES  ON  FLIES  AND 
THEIR  DRESSINGS. 


Tt  is  surprising  liow  often  on:i  fin  is  trout  flies, 
and  particularly  small  Yorkshire  hackles,  tied  with 
m-ong  featheis  and  silks,  even  when  dressed  from 
the  written  or  printed  instructions  of  reliable 
authorities. 

A  remarkable  instam?  came  under  my  notice  one 
Eastsr,  when  waiting  at  Skipton  Station  for  a  train 
xip  to  Grassington.  The  station  was  crowded,  but 
somehow  thete  is  a  sort  of  Fresmasonry  amongst 
anglers,  and  a  few  of  us,  all  strangers  to  on^  another, 
quickly  collected  together  anl  got  into  conver- 
sation. 

One,  a  Scotohman  who  had  fished  a  great  deal 
on  the  Border  rivers,  told  me  he  could  do  nothing 
on  the  Wharfe  with  the  artificial  fly,  although  he 
got  some  nice  baskets  with  the  minnow.  I  told  him 
I  was  surprised  at  that,  as  Wharfe  fish  take  the  fly 

Fig.  I. 


B 

Wron^ 
I'eather. 


onos  inside  the  wing-butt  ;   although  those  from  ; 
the  full  snipe  answer  well  enough,  if  the  white  tip  ' 
is  not  used  in  the  fly.  1 
Illustrations  show  the  right  and  the  wrong  i 

Fig.  II.  I 


Snipe  Wing. 

The  correct  feather  is  tlie  little  iilain  one  (some  with 
white  top)  marked  A.  The  inuuri  ect  oue  is  the  little 
barred  feather  just  below  it. 

well  en  jugh  in  the  spring,  an  1  asked  him  what  flies 
he  used. 

He  p  lied  out  his  fly-book,  well  stocked  with 
Yorkshire  (!)  patterns,  which  he  had  bought  from 
ono  of  the  best-knowm  tackle-makers  in  the  country, 
though  not  a  Yorkshire  firm.  I  pointed  out  details 
in  the  dressing  of  most  of  them  which  probably 
accounted  for  his  want  of  success,  an  1  gave  him  a 
few  seasonable  flies— Waterhen  Bloa,  Winter 
Brown,  and  so  on.  He  took  the  heaviest  basket  for 
the  day  on  his  club -water— if  I  remember  right, 
sixteen  trout  on  the  fly  and  four  on  the  minnow, 
thus  clearly  showing  that  it  was  the  flies  an  \  not 
the  man  which  had  been  at  fault  before. 

The  Snipe  Bloa  in  his  book  was  one  such  as  I  have 
frequently  seen  ;  it  was  dressed  "  inside  snipe's 
wing  "  certainly,  but  the  small  mottled  feather 
was°used,  and  the  palest  yellow  silk  for  body. 

The  best  feather  for  this  fly  is  the  under  covert 
feather  of  the  lesser  snipe,  taken  from  the  row  of 
feathers  partly  hidden  by  the  small  grey  and  white 


■  Full  Lesser 
Snipe.  Snipe. 
Coi-reot  Feathers. 

Fig.  III. 


Snipe's 
Wing. 
Wrong  Featlier. 


Waterhen. 
Correct  Feather. 


Wateeiien. 
Wron"-  Feather. 


Fig.  IV. 


Woodcock. 
Correct  Feather. 


Woodcock. 

Wroiii;  Ft-atlur. 


Fig.  V. 


Dark  Watchett, 
tied  WITH  Jackdaw 
Breast  Feather. 


Jackdaw 
Feather. 


vsed.  Ho  was  surprised  that  this  should  make  a 
difference  with  this  fly,  as,  unlike  the  snipe  feathers, 
the  two  inside  the  waterhen  win-;  a-e  very  near  a 
shade.  Out  of  curiosity,  he  fished  both  patterns,  an  1 
although  nearly  all  the  sixteen  took  the  Waterhen, 
not  ono  took  tire  fly  dressed  with  the  small  feather. 

The  right  and  wroni;  watorhen  foat'.iers  are 
illustrated.    (See  Fig.  IlL) 

Exactly  the  same  remarks  apply  to  the  inside 
woodcock  feather  used  for  the  Winter  Brown. 
In  my  early  fishing  days  the  first  Wint:!r  Browne 
I  dressed  were  copied  from  a  shop-fly  with  the 
small  light  mottled  feather  injide  the  wing-butt. 
Mr.  Wm.  Biumfitt,  of  Otley,  on)  of  the  best  anglers 
in  Wharfedale,  happened  to  S3e  them. 

"  Those  are  not  Winter  Browns,"  said  he.  "  Oh 
yes,  they  are  ;  they  are  dressed  to  Pritt's  descrip- 
tion, with  a  feather  from  inside  woodcock  wing, 
for  here  is  the  wing,"  said  I,  t  -king  a  wing  out  of 
my  tackle-book. 

He  took  the  wing,  put  his  finger  behind  the  row 
of  feathers  half-hidden  by  the  small  ones  such  as  I 
had  used,  and  pointed  out  that  not  ona  of  the 
proper  feathers  had  been  taken  out  of  the  wing. 
These  are  illustrated  in  Fig.  IV. 

Exactly  twelve  months  after  that  day,  on  the 
sime  water,  I  took  the  best  dish  of  t  'out  I  ever  got 
there  on  that  fly  ani  the  Sn'pe  and  Purple,  and 
believe  many  ang'.ers  who  are  n  )t  very  successful 
with  this  fly  would  change  their  opinion  of  it  if  they 
paid  more  attention  to  its  dressing. 

There  is  another  fly  which  has  always  been  a 
puzzle  to  me,  an  1  that  is  the  little  Iron  Blue  or 
Dark  Watchett.  I  have  tried  every  foat'.ier  I  could 
get  hold  of  recommended  bv  various  authoi-ities — 
blue-tit,  waterhen  breast,  blue  hawk,  coot,  dyed 
.starling  ani  blackbird — but  mver  was  satishod 
that  they  resembled  the  colour  of  the  natural  fly, 
and  the  trout  never  S3med  to  thin't  so  either. 

On  the  Clyde  I  foun  I  Webst  jrs  pittorn  Hen 
Blaokbird  winj,   black  hackle,  with  a  scrap  of 
yellow  mohair  for  legs,  and  body  of  a  strand  of 
yellow  and  one  of  black  silk,  kill  fairly  well ;  but 
the  Greenwell's  Glory  dressed  the  same  size  took 
\  even  better  when  the  Iron  Blue  was  on  thick, 
j      Last  spring  a  friend,  who  occasionally  gets  me 
1  a  few  feathers,  brought  me  a  jackdaw.  That 
solved  the  problem,   hackled   on  a  body  of  a 
!  strand  of  each  of  the  finest  orange  and  violet  silk 
i  twisted  an  l  very  lightly  dubbed  with  water-rat's 
j  fur.    I  had  not  many  opportunities  of  trying  it 
1  last  season,  but  several  friends  found  it  an  excellent 
I  killer  throughout  May  a  id  June,  and  were  begging 
a  few  feathers  nearly  every  week  to  tie  up. 

One  angler,  who  fishes  upper  Wharfedale  pretty 
frequently,  declared  that  when  the  Iron  Blue  was 
on  he  fished  three  out  of  his  four  flies  of  that  pattern, 
as  it  was  very  little  use  having  anything  else  on 
the  same  cast,  and,  rather  to  my  surprise,  found 
that  the  more  clearly  the  silks  showed  on  the  body 
the  better  it  killed  ;  in  fact,  the  merest  film  of  fur 
is  required  for  dubbing,  anl  the  w.ix  should  be 
colourless  and  put  on  lightly.  The  singular  thing 
about  it  is  that  although  all  I  showed  it  to  had  seen 
Pritt's  Yorkshire  trout  flies,  and  the  jackdaw  is 
such  a  common  bird,  none  of  them  had  the  feathers 
or  had  thought  of  trying  the  dressin-;.  It  is  only 
when  the  feather  is  taken  from  the  bird  and  handled 
in  a  good  light  that  one  appreciates  its  good  quali- 
ties. The  feather  tiken  from  the  breast  should 
bo  easily  matched  from  the  illustration,  (Fig.  V.), 
which  also  shows  fly  tied  with  it. 

When  I  look  back  on  the  many  incidents  of  my 
fishing  career,  I  feel  that  I  could  write  column  after 
column  in  this  strain,  but  the  above  examples  will 
make  my  meaning  clear. 

Above  all  things  in  fly-dressing  pay  attention  to 
detail  ;  learn  to  dress  your  own  flies,  if  only  to  be 
able  to  check  the  dressings  jof  those  you  use,  no 
matter  from  where  procured,  as  although  fish  may 
be  caught  with  practically  any  combination  of  silk 
an  1  feather,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  man  who 
usjs  the  most  carefuUy-drosssd  flies  gets  the  heaviest 
basLict  in  the  long  run.  Teal  Drake. 


feathers  from  inside  snipe's  wing  far  better  than 
any  description.  (See  Figs.  I.  and  II.)  The  silk 
for  body  should  be  a  full,  almost  golden,  yellow. 

His  Waterhen  Bloa  was  similar  in  character, 
the  soft  small  feather  ineide  the  wing-butt  being 


"  Among  the  men  who  served  among  Roosevelt's 
Rough  Riders  in  Cuba  was  a  little  Dutch  Jew, 
who,  according  to  the  men  in  his  own  troop,  wus 
'  the  very  incarnation  of  cool,  impudent  bravado  in 
a  fight.'  He  was  a  consistent  fatalist,"  says  Every- 
hodif's  Magazine.  "  One  day  he  observed  a  comrade 
dodging  a  spent  bullet  that  had  whistled  uncomfort- 
ably close  to  him.  *  Vat's  de  use  to  toge  tcm 
pullets?  '  sang  out  the  little  Jew.  'Doy'U  liit  you 
shust  as  veil  vere  you  are  as  vore  you  ain't ! '  " 
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CASTING  TOURNAMENTS  AND 
THE  PROPER  EQUIPMENT. 

'It  cannot  be  said  that  fhe  holding  of  Casting 
Tournaments  is  overdone  in  this  country,  seeing 
that  there  have  been  but  two  of  any  importance  in 
the  last  twelve  years.  When  one  considers  the 
very  large  number  of  anglers  who  must  necessarily 
be  interested  in  the  casting  of  fly  or  bait,  the  rarity 
of  such  contests  may,  at  first  sight,  seem  surprising. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  getting  up  and  organisation 
of  a  Casting  Tourrament  involve  a  very  consider- 
able expenditure  of  time  and  money,  and  unless 
the  moving  spirits  happen  to  be  men  of  light  and 
leading,  but  little  support  can  be  expected  from  the 
general  body  of  anglers. 

By  great  good  luck,  the  Sports  Section  of  the 
Franco-British  Exhibition  has  been  placed  under 
the  control  of  Lord  Desborough,  who  happens  to 
be  not  only  an  all-round  athlete  and  sportsman, 
but  a  keen,  practical  angler  as  well,  and,  thanks 
largely  to  his  influence,  an  International  Fly  and 
Bait  Casting  Tourrament  will  be  included  amonc 
the  Olympic  Games  which  are  to  be  held  in  the 
Stadium  at  Shepherd's  Bush  next  July. 

Ta  America  a  very  different  state  of  things 
prevails.    There,  what  are  known  as  "  scientific  " 
angling  societies,  of  all  sorts  and  sizes,  flourish  and 
abound,  from  San  Francisco  to  New  York,  from 
Chicago  to  Kalamazco.    The  members  of' these 
clubs   practise   the   casting  of  fly   and   bait  at 
frequent  intervals,  and  hold  monthly  club  contests 
and  aimual  tournaments,  which  are  attended  by 
crowds  of  enthusiastic  spectators  of  all  ages,  and 
of  both  sexes.  ' 
A  Sport  in  Itself, 
The  thing  has,  in  fact,  become  a  sport  in  itself, 
and  bids  fair  in  time  to  ijroduce  a  literature  of  its 
"  own,  the  first  instalment  of  this  literature  being 
a  modest  volume  of  100  pages  or  so,  entitled, 
"  Tournament  Casting  and  the  Proper  Equipment,"*' 
by  Lou  S.  Darling,  -who  is  at  once  an  expert  cas'ter 
and  a  dealrr  in  fishing  tackle.    In  this  book  he 
describes,  in  very  clear  and  racy  language,  the  rods, 
reels,  and  lines  which  he  considers  most  suitable 
for  tournament  casting,  and  the  most  effective 
methods  of  using  them. 

The  thing  that  impresses  one  most  forcibly  after 
a  careful  perusal  of  these  pages  is  that  tournament 
castmg,  as  at  present  practised  in  Amf  rica,  has  but 
little  m  common  with  the  skiU  or  the  appl=ances 
needed  in  actual  fishing.  Indeed,  Mr.  Darling 
himself  never  tires  of  insisting  on  the  rad'cal 
difference  between  the  two  things. 

In  regard  to  fly-castirg,  he  points  out  that  the 
Imes  are  "  much  heavier  than  those  used  by  fisher- 
men," and  the  rods  have  to  be  specially  constructed 
tq  withstand  the  strain  of  extending  and  retrieving 
them.  "  This  is  not  the  slow,  gentle  cast  by  which 
you  are  wont  to  flick  your  flies  lightly  over  some 
quiet  pool  or  lake,  but  a  thrashing,  smashincr, 
drmng  cast  that  will  hurl  a  heavy  line  the  greatest 
possible  distance  your  strength  and  skill  can 
attain." 

English  v.  American  Rods. 


As  a  patriotic  American,  he,  not  unnaturally 
considers  that  English  rod-makers  are  hopelessly 
out-classed  by  their  Transat'antic  rivals,  especially 
in  regard  to  what  he  calls  "hang"  or  balance 
and  though  he  admits  the  excellence  of  some 
of  the  double-built,  steel-centre  English  rods  he 
questions  whether  a  far  lighter  American  rod  'will 
not  do  the  same  work,  and  do  it  better.  This  is 
no  doubt,  an  honest  opinion,  but  its  force  is  some- 
what lessened  when  we  read,  a  few  lines  further 
on,  that,  "  Tournament  rods,  made  especially  for 
the  purpose,  are  built  on  radicallv  difierent  lines 
from  the  usual  type  of  a  rod  made  for  fishinc  " 

In  view  of  the  ^•ery  small  demand  for  "  tourna- 
ment fly-rods  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  it  is 
scarcely  surprising  that  English  rod-makers  have 
not  given  much  thought  or  attenlion  to  them. 

Even  among  American  rod-makers,  theories  as 
to  the  perfect  rod  for  tournament  fly -casting  seem 
to  vary  widely,  one  school  maintaining  a  heavy 
middle-joint  and  top  to  be  e  sential,  M'bile  the 
other  pins  its  faith  on  the  driving  power  of  the 
bu^t.  Mr.  Darling  is  inclined  to  side  with  the 
latter  school,  though  he  is  willing  to  believe  that 
__fctteperfect  rod  is  probably  a  proper  combination 

*  This  little  book  (price  SI  in  America)  can  be 
J'n  Manager, Vt«/,t,t^ 

irazetie,  St.  Dunetan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London 


of  both."  In  any  case  the  rod  differs  in  more 
respects  than  one  from  that  used  in  actual  fishing, 
for  we  are  told  that  "many  expert  casters  use,' 
especially  on  heavy  rods,  an  extension  handle 
built  out  from  4in.  to  Sin.  below  the  reel-seat  "  in 
order  to  get  more  leverage  when  recovering  the 
line,  and  in  classes  where  tbe  weight  of  the  rod  is 
limited,  a  rule  had  to  be  specially  drafted  to  pre- 
vent crafty  competitors  from  using  rods  with 
skeleton  winch-fittings,  or  even  without  winch- 
fittings  at  all. 

In  actual  casting  "  the  reel  is  seldom  used  on 
the  rod,"  and  Mr.  Darling  advises  that  it  should 
not  even  be  allowed  to  remain  on  the  casting 
platform. 

Superiority  of  English  Lines. 
In  the  matter  of  dressed  lines  for  fly-casting  he 
is  obliged  to  confess  that  English  makers  have 
matters  all  their  own  way.  The  English  lines  are 
more  flexible  than  fhe  American  ;  "  their  tapers 
are  much  longer  and  more  evenly  balinced  as  a 
rule,  and  they  will  outwear  other  lines  two  to  one." 
Hence,  even  the  high  tariff  wall,  which  increases 
their  cost  to  something  like  four  guineas  per  ICQ 
yards,  is  apparently  powerless  to  shut  them  out. 

Fly-Casting  for  Accuracy. 
Although  fly-casting  for  distance  is  manifestly 
not  carried  out  under  fishing  conditions,  one  might 
have   expected  the  ease  to  be  different  in  the 
"  accuracy  "  events.    Even  here,  however,  we  are 
told  that  "  if  the  event  be  a  combination  of  delicacy 
and  accuracy  one  would  proceed  in  much  the  same 
manner,  and  with  the  same  tackle  as  for  fishing 
so  I  will  omit  that  part  and  speak  of  the  events 
for  accuracy  only."    He  then  goes  on  to  recom- 
mend that  the  gut  cast  "  should  be  very  heavy  and 
not  over  3ft.  long  —shorter  if  you  are  allowed  to 
use  it— and  a  good  big  fly.    In  some  tournaments 
you  are  allowed  to  make  a  few  preparatory  casts 
in  the  water  to  measure  the  distance  "  (the  italics 
are  mine).    It  should  be  mentioned  that  the  mark 
used  in  the  accuracy  contests  by  the  eastern  clubs 
is  a  ring  9in.  in  diameter,  and  the  casts  have  to  be 
made  at  distances  of  35,  40,  and  45  feet.  Although 
the  fly  must  alight  within  the  ring  in  order  to  gain 
full  marks,  scores  of  99  out  of  a  possible  100  have 
been  made  1 

"  Obstacle  "  Fly-Casting." 


for  distance-casting  it  is,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
absolutely  out  of  it." 

The  reel  is  the  most  essential,  but,  at  the  same 
costly  part  of  the  bait-caster'a 
outfit.  The  prices  range  from  £1  to  £12,  and  this 
latter  price  Mr.  Darling  considers  "  very  reason- 
able  111  view  of  tlie  high  degree  of  skill  and  care 
required  111  manufacture.  The  drilling  and  fitting 
into  reels  of  jewels  for  end  bearings,  etc.,  is  in 
itse  f  a  fine  art,  and  some  idea  of  the  perfect 
workmanship  required  may  be  gatliered  from  the 
fact  that  the  degree  of  variation  allowed  is  less 
than  1 -2500th  of  an  inch  ! 

The  Short  Casting  Eod. 

For  distance  casting  with  the  ioz.  weight,  Mr. 
Darlmg  prefers  a  lod  of  S^ft.,  made  preferably  of 
built  cane,  in  a  single  piece,  and  fitted  with  fairly 
large  rings  of  agate  or  steel.  When  casting  for 
accuracy,  the  length  may,  with  advantage,  be  in- 
creased to  6  or  6^  feet.    As  to  the  actionThe  says  : 

My  idea  of  a  perfect  rod  is  one  that  will  '  play  ' 
all  Its  length  even/y,  and  has  the  '  drive  '  or  casting 
action  near  the  junction  of  rod  and  handle.  In 
tms  rod  the  top  is  heavier  in  proportion  to  the  butt 
than  in  the  usual  pattern,  and  it  has  these  two 
very  distinct  advantages.  As  the  whole  rod  springs 
into  action  at  the  cast  it  is  possible  to  apply  more 
power  with  less  '  elbow  grease '  than  with  any 
other  form,  and  at  the  finish  of  the  cast  it  springs 
back  instantly  to  a  rigid  position,  and  remains  so, 
allowing  the  line  to  run  out  straight  and  true  " 


In  "  obstacle "  fly-casting,  the  target  is  fixed 
beneath  an  overhanging  bush  or  beneath  a  cross- 
bar fixed  4ft.  above  the  water.  Where  distance  is 
an  element,  the  cross-bar  is  fixed  6ft.  above  the 
water  and  30ft.  from  the  caster.  The  mark,  under 
eastern  rules,  is  a  30in.  ring,  placed  50ft.  from  the 
casting  point.  In  order  to  score  full  marks,  the 
ffy  must  pass  under  the  obstacle  and  fall  within 
the  ring.  Not  more  than  three  false  casts  are 
allowed  between  each  attempt  after  the  first  cast 
to  score.  Here,  at  last,  we  have  an  event  which 
is  of  immediate  interest  to  the  practical  fisherman, 
since  it  reproduces  a  kind  of  difficulty  he  is  often 
confronted  with  in  actual  angling,  and  one  which 
requires  great  delicacy  and  ^jrecision  in  the  handliuo' 
of  the  rod  to  overcome.  " 

Bait-Casting. 
Perhaps  the  most  interesting  part  of  this  book  is 
that  which  deals  with  bait-casf  ing— a  branch  of  the 
art  in  which  Americans  specially  excel.  But  here, 
too,  we  notice  the  same  discrepancy  betweeii 
tournament  and  fishing  conditions.  "  The  lines 
used  for  bait-casting  in  tournament  events  are  .  .  . 
exceedingly  fine,  some  of  them  being  veritable 
cobwebs.  .  .  .  When  using  these  fine  lines  it  is 
necessary  to  pub  on  a  '  trace  '  or  leader  of  heavy 
line  to  stand  the  first  sharp  thrash  as  the  cast  is 
started."  Not  content  with  this,  the  rules  of  the 
eastern  clubs  seem  to  put  a  premium  on  the  use  of 
perilously  fine  lines.  Rule  15  provides  that  "  when 
the  lure  is  snapped  off  in  the  very  act  of  casting,  but 
not  after  it  has  started  forward,  the  cast  shall  not 
be  scor.  d  or  counted,  but  another  cast  allowed." 
If  the  "  trace  "  of  heavy  line  is  not  strong  enough 
to  stand  the  strain  of  casting,  what  must  the 
remainder  of  the  line  be  like  ? 

Casting  Reels. 
The  reels  are,  perhaps,  less  open  to  objection  on 
the  score  of  unsuitability  for  fishing.  The  "  free- 
spool  "  reel,  in  which  the  drum  is  made  exceedingly 
light,  and  the  cogwheels  are  thrown  out  of  mesh 
during  the  cast,  is  nevertheless  condemned  in  the 
following  sentence  :— "  While  this  reel  is  very 
desirable  for  fishing  when  a  light  bait  is  to  be  cast. 


The  Overhead  Cast. 
A  good  deal  has  been  heard  lately  of  the  American 
overhead  cast,  by  means  of  which  all  the  long 
distance  records  with  the  ^oz.  weight  have  been 
made.  There  seems  to  be  a  general  impression 
among  English  anglers— I  shared  it  myself  until 
quite  recently— that  in  order  to  make  this  cast  the 
bait  must  be  reeled  right  up  to  the  rod  point,  and 
that  It  IS,  therefore,  practically  useless  for  most 
kinds  of  fishing.  But  this  is  not  so.  The  cast  can 
be  made  perfectly  well  with  18in.  (or  more)  of  line 
between  bait  and  rod  point.  There  are  two  distinct 
methods  of  casting  overhead— namely,  the  "  wrist  " 
cast  and  the  "body"  cast.  The  latter  is  really 
the  overhead  cast  with  a  little  of  the  side  cast 
added,  and  is  tremendously  powerful  but  difficult 
to  control.  Some  casters  make  a  skip  or  even  a 
few  running  steps,  as  a  ball  player  does  before 
making  a  long  throw." 

The  "  Wrist"  Cast. 
The  "  wrist  "  cast  is  much  the  easier  and  more 
gi-aceful  of  the  two,  and  is  made  in  the  following 
manner :  "  Extend  the  rod  in  front  of  you  in  an 
easy  position,  without  stretching  the  ami  to  its 
full  reach,  and  in  a  line  with  the  direction  in  which 
the  cast  is  to  be  made.    Raise  the  rod  slowly 
keeping  it  vertical  as  it  passes  over  the  shouldeV. 
until  the  elbow  is  just  above  the  level  of  vour  eye 
Stop  the  arm  here,   and   continue   the  motion 
with  the  forearm,  bending  the  wrist  backward  until 
the  rod  reaches  a  position  nearly  level  behind 

7u""  ^'  ;  ^^''^^^  °^        ^I'ist  should  be  at 

the  end  of  this  movement,  its  object  being  to  swing 
out  the  lead  behind  in  the  proper  position. 
To  begin  the  forward  movement,  start  the  rod  wi'tli 
an  easy  movement  of  the  whole   arm,  quickly 
acceleratmg  the  motion  until  the  rod  is  at  an  anafe 
of  about  forty-five  degrees  behind  you,  approachin- 
the  vertical.    At  this  point  the  forearm  and  MTist 
acting  together,  whip  the  rod  forward  with  all  the 
power  and  'snap'  possible.    At  this  moment  a 
downward  and  pulling  movement  should  be  applied 
to  the  butt.    In  other  words,  the  butt  is  really 
pulled  in  toward  you  a  trifle  as  it  comes  downward 
with  the  cast,  and  the  handle  does  not  go  forward 
to  the  full  extent  of  the  reach,  the  effect  bein<^  to 
spring  the  top  of  the  rod  forwaid  more  sha?nlv 
than  if  the  hand  described  the  full  arc  of  the  cast 
It  is  practically  the  same  motion  as  applied  to  the" 
cast  with  the  fly-rod,  only  the  pushing  motion 
IS  left  out."    I  may  say  that  I  have  tried  this 
cast  in  the  manner  described  with  a  light  Notting- 
ham reel,  a  5Jft.  built-cane  rod,  aud  a  ^oz.  weio-ht 
with  excellent  results.    The  accuracy  of  direction 
attainable  is  positively  amazing,  and  after  about  an 
hour's  practice  I  found  I  could  get  out  from  35  to 
40  yards  of  line  without  much  difficulty. 

For  long  casts,  the  reel  should  be  fitted  with  the 
handle  on  the  left,  the  release  and  check  beino- 
performed  with  the  right  thumb,  very  much  as 
shown  on  page  150  of  the  Fishing  '^Gazette  of 
Feb.  29,  1908.    The  grip  of  the  fingers  on  the  butt 
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of  the  rod  should  be  slightly  relaxed  just  before 
the  beginning  of  the  forward  cast,  and  the  reel 
sliould  be  released  very  early.  The  chief  difficulty 
is  to  get  sufficient  elevation  for  a  long  cast. 

A  Fly-Fisherman  Seduced. 

The  fascination  of  this  method  of  casting  must 
be  experienced  in  order  to  be  believed.  Mr.  Darling 
liimself  gives  an  anuising  instance  of  it ;  "I  know 
a  most  genial  gentleman  wlio  came  to  watch  a 
bait-casting  event  at  a  tournament  for  the  first 
time.  He  was  an  expert  fly-fisherman  who  knew 
nothing  of  the  beautiful  grace  and  pi-ecision  of  the 
overhead  bait  cast.  After  watching  the  event,  he 
was  so  taken  with  it  that  he  asked  a  competitor  if 
he  might  try  a  few  casts.  After  a  few  disastrous 
trials,  lie  made,  to  his  great  delight,  a  fairly  good 
cast.  TJiat  settled  him  I  The  next  day  he  pur- 
chased a  tournament  rod,  reel,  and  line  of  the  best 
make,  and  hurried  home.  When  his  wife  returned 
in  the  afternoon,  she  was  amazed  to  find  this  staid 
old  fisherman  seated  upon  the  floor  of  their  long 
drawing-room,  totally  oblivious  of  his  surroundings, 
and  casting  away  for  dear  life  at  an  old  opera-hat 
in- a  far  corner." 

We  may  confidently  hope  that  under  the  strong 
committee  of  practical  anglers  who  are  arranging 
it,  the  tournament  at  Shepherd's  Bush  will  be 
carried  out  on  lines  that  will  approximate  as  closely 
as  possible  to  angling  conditions. 

Leonard  Crossle. 


TKOUT-FISHING  NEAK  LONDOK, 


Nowadays,  when  the  cry  is  more  and  more  for 
good  fishing  in  close  proximity  to  London,  the 
claims  of  the  Ickleford  Fishery  deserve  some  notice. 
Ijying  as  it  does  within  a  shorb  distance  of  Hitchin, 
it  is  a  little  over  thirty  miles  from  King's  Cross,  or, 
to  translate  it  into  time,  about  forty  minutes,  by 
frequent  trains  throughout  the  day.  From  Hitchin 
Station  to  Ickleford  is  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and 
most  comfortable  quarters  can  be  obtained  in  the 
village,  whicli  is  quite  close  to  the  Hiz,  one  of  the 
two  rivers  of  the  fishery.  It  is  thus  easily  possible 
to  have  tea  at  one's  leisure  in  town,  catch  the 
5  p.m.  down,  and  be  strolling  along  the  banks  of 
a  jjretty  trout  stream,  waiting  for  the  evening 
rise,  well  before  6.80.  Fishing  is  permitted 
on  Sundays,  on  the  lower  end  of  the  Hiz,  a  stretch 
of  some  three  miles  of  water,  and  undoubtedly  the 
best  portion  of  the  river.  The  G.N.E.  issue  week- 
end tickets  for  os.  4d.,  and  the  charges  for  good 
clean  accommodation  in  Ickleford  itself  are  very 
moderate.  Now,  as  to  the  fishing  itself.  So  far 
mention  has  only  been  made  of  the  Hiz,  of  which 
the  fishery  rents  about  four  and  a  half  miles,  both 
banks ;  but  the  other  river  also  under  their  con- 
trol, the  Oughton,  holds  quite  as  many  trout,  and 
bigger  ones  than  the  Hiz.  Tlie  amount  of  water 
available  on  this  stream  is  two  miles,  all  of  it 
very  heavily  stocked  with  trout  up  to  41b. 
and  even  .'<lb.  weight.  The  Oughton  is  a  chalk 
stream,  and  nothing  in  the  way  of  floods  ever 
makes  its  waters  anything  but  clear  as  gin. 
The  top  one  and  a  half  miles  is  a  smooth- 
flowing  mill-head,  and  on  calm,  hot  summer  even- 
ings trout  may  be  seen  all  over  it,  breaking  the 
surface  on  the  look-out  for  food.  Beneath  the  mill 
tlie  stream  is  smaller  and  well  bushed,  but  the 
trout  are  to  bi  seen  everywhere,  though  in  this 
portion  of  the  sirevm  they  do  not  run  so  large  as 
above  the  mill,  a  21b.  fish  being  a  very  good  one. 
The  Oughton  is  essentially  a  dry-fly  stream,  while 
the  Hiz  alternates  between  swift-flowing  stretches, 
where  the  wet-fly  is  best,  and  smooth,  slow  glides 
over  gravel,  where  fish  can  generally  be  taken  with 
the  dry-fly.  The  fishery  is  limited  to  ten  rods, 
each  of  whom  is  entitled  to  a  certain  number  of 
day-tickets  when  he  may  be  accompanied  by  a 
friend  using  a  separate  rod,  though  at  all  times 
there  is  no  restriction  on  a  friend  using  the 
member's  rod,  provided  the  member  goes  with  him. 

During  last  season,  in  spite  of  the  miserably 
cold  sunmier  and  the  unending  strong  winds  which 
Ivept  the  fish  down,  nearly  1000  trout  were  taken 
from  both  rivers  by  the  rods.  This  season  a 
thorough  restocking  has  been  done,  some  1000 
fine  two-year-olds  having  been  put  in  by  the  fishery 
management.  As  the  netting  operations  during 
the  ])ast  winter  disclosed  the  fact  that  the  rivers 
wore,  full  of  fine  fish,  the  1000  newcomers  will 
beyond  (jiiestion  make  the  head  of  trout  up  to  a 
figure  exceeding  that  of  last  year.  Hiz, 


TWO  VIEWS  ON  THE  RIVER  LEA. 


Enjra'-cd  by  Web'i]  \f>'"m  "  drnwin;]  by  Smith. 

T.IE  KING'S  ARMS,  RYE  HOUSE,  RIVER  LEA. 

rnhlisluMl  liyf.  Vittmaii,  Wii'Wick-si(iiai'f,  r.oiulon,  Dec.  1,  1825. 

For  the  gratification  of  the  angling  portion  of  our  numerous  reiders  we  have  given  a  view  of  the 
King's  Arms,  Rye  House  (near  Hoddes.ion),  seventeen  miles  from  London.  It  is  a  good  house,  with 
excellent  accommodation,  and  in  appearance  particularly  neat  and  inviting.  The  scenery  adjoining  is 
very  pleasant  to  those  who  delight  in  rural  jaunts,  and  is  mucli  frequented  by  the  lovers  of  angling. 
There  is  a  variety  of  fish  in  this  part  of  the  Lea.  Good  pike  and  p3rch,  and  sometirass  very  large 
trout,  are  taken,  but  the  latter  are  not  numsrous.  The  New  River  fljws  within  a  hundred  yards  of  the 
King's  Arms,  and  in  the  view  may  bs  seen  partly,  behind  the  summer-house,  the  battlements  of  Rye 
House,  which  incidents  and  historical  records  have  made  famous.  How  changed  tlie  scene  since  the 
sporting  days  of  King  Charles  II.  I  It  is  now  a  poor-house  !  It  was  built  by  Andrew  Ogard,  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  VII.,  that  monarch  having  granted  him  a  licence  to  impark  his  Manor  of  Rye  and  build  a  castle 
thereon.  Mr.  Sheperd,  the  landlord  of  the  King's  Arms,  allows  all  parties  visiting  it  a  free  range  of  the 
water.  Gentlemen  subscribers  not  using  his  house  pay  one  guinea  per  year,  or  2 3.  6d.  per  day.  Boats, 
rods,  and  lines  are  provided  for  visitors,  but  it  ii  scarie^  i:o?css-iry  to  hint  to  the  real  angler  to  take  his 
own  tackle. — Sporting  Magazine,  1827. 


VIEW  ON  THE  LEA— THE  CROWN,  BROXBOURNE  BRIDGE. 
Published  by  J.  Pittmaii,  'Warwick-S(iuaie,  Loiulun,  J''eli.  ],  1«L'7. 

In  the  December  number  of  this  magazine  we  presented  our  angling  friends  with  a  representation 
of  the  King's  Arms,  a  subscription-house  on  the  River  Lea,  much  frequented  by  the  anglers  of  the 
Metropolis.  We  now  present  them  a  similar  representation  of  the  Crown  at  Broxbourne,  also  the  resort 
of  BpoABinen.— Sporting  Magazine,  1827. 
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STANZAS  TO  THE  LADIES,  ON 
ANGLING. 

'.y  THE  Rev.  James  Maktin,  author  of  the  "  Angler\ 
Guide." 


Gentle  ladies,  to  you 
Just  a  sentence  or  two 
Wo  iiddross,  as  wives,  daughters  and  mothers 
And  because  we're  aware 
There  are  some  of  the  fair 
Who  peep  into  the  books  of  their  brothers. 
And  it  may,  perhaps,  so  be. 
That  this  book  you  may  see. 
And  respecting  it  come  to  conclusion  ; 
And  we  could  not,  we  thought, 
Seem  to  set  you  at  nought, 
By  treating  you  M  with  exclusion. 
Persons  take  dii?erent  views 
Of  the  means  which  you  use 
To  obtain  healthful  recreation  ; 
And  we  really  think  you 
Have  just  causes  to  rue 
The  false  notions  some  take  of  your  station. 
With  a  great  deal  of  care, 
Like  sweet  flowers  most  rare. 
You  are  nursed,  in  ten  thousand  of  cases  ; 
Though  we  plainly  can  see, 
That  if  good  nursing  be, 
It  nevertheless  makes  pale  faces. 
Our  mother,  the  first. 
Was  not  sillily  nursed. 
When  she  roved  among  Eden's  swoot  flowers  ; 
But  in  pure  balmy  air 
Was  bright,  healthy,  and  fair. 
As  the  roses  themselves  in  the  bowers. 
But  since  then  there  have  been 
A  few  changes  of  scene. 
And  the  flowers  and  bowers  are  forsaken  ; 
And  the  crochet  and  lace, 
>Seon  at  every  place. 
All  your  energies  seem  to  have  taken. 
But  permit  us  to  say. 
In  a  true  friendly  way. 
That  we  think  so  much  knitting  and  sitting, 
Youi-  health  and  your  strength 
Will  endanger  at  length. 
Though  you  think  the  art  very  befitting. 
You  had  much  bettor  be 
In  the  air  fresh  and  free. 
All  your  charms  and  your  graces  enriching  ; 
Than  on  sofas  with  springs, 
And  all  other  such  things. 
Where  you  sit  everlastingly  stitching. 
Any  innocent  sport. 
In  which  health  can  be  sought, 
May  be  follow'd  by  you  without  fearing  ; 
And  you  never  need  care. 
Though  you  sometimes  may  share 
In  a  little  sarcastical  sneering. 

Health  and  beauty  and  wit 
Are  of  real  benefit. 
And  will  always  be  praises  obtaining  ; 
While  the  pettish  and  sad 
In  contempt  will  be  had, 
Though  they're  up  in  all  fanciful  training. 
But  we  now  must  conclude. 
Lest  too  long  we  intrude. 
And  you  should  with  our  rhyming  be  weary  ; 
Though  'tis  really  a  fact 
That  the  scribbling  act 
Is  perform'd  with  intention  to  cheer  ye. 
All  we  add  is  just  this — 
Do  not  take  it  amiss. 
And  about  it  get  wrangUng  and  jangling  ; 
For,  with  love  to  you  all. 
We  the  sentence  let  fall,— 
Let  us  meet  you  just  now  and  then  Angling  ! 


New  Service  to  Ireland.— The  London  and 
North-Westerii  Railway  Company  made  a  notable 
addition  to  their  truly  excellent  train  service 
by  the  establishment  on  Wednesday  last  of 
a  new  fast  express  to  Ireland  via  Kingstown, 
and  vice  versa,  which  should  prove  a  great  boon  to 
the  public  generally,  for  it  does  awav  with  the 
inconvenience  of  a  night  journey,  and  gives  the 
business  man  at  both  ends  the  opportunity  of  a 
morning's  work  before  starting.  The  trains  leave 
Euston  at  1.20  p.m.  and  Dublin  (Westland  Row) 
at  1.15  p.m.,  Irish  timo,  covei-inj  thy  entire  journey 
in  a  little  over  nine  hours. 


THE  LATE  MR.  H.  P.  OGDEN  SMITH. 

Fishermen,  especially  many  dry-fly  men,  will 
regret  to  hear  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Harold  Percival 
Ogden  Smith  (younjest  son  of  the  late  Mrs.  Mary 
Ogden  Smith),  partner  in  the  firm  of  Ogd  in  Smiths 
of  Hyde  Park  Corner,  who  passed  away  at  his 
residence  at  Twickenham  on  Thursday,  March  26, 
at  the  early  age  of  thirty-three,  death  being  caused 
by  heart  trouble  brought  on  by  rheumatic  fever. 

Mr.  Ogden  Smith  was  as  enthusiastic  upon  the 
dry-fly  at  the  waterside  as  he  was  upon  it  in  his 
busin3ss  ;  this  brought  him  in  close  ccnbact  with 
some  of  the  best  fishing  upon  our  chalk  streams. 
The  illustration  depicts  him  watching;  for  a  rising 
fish  on  a  stretch  of  the  River  Test  n^ar  Overton. 

His  in  /entive  powers  accounted  for  many  a  little 
improvement  in  dry-fly  tackle;  amon^  the  most 
successful  may  be  mentionsd  the  "  Warrior  "  rod, 
the  "  Onsight  "  fly  and  cast  box,  the  "  O.S."  cast 
and  po'nt  cas3,  the  Tom  Thumb  "  oiler,  and  n-.w 
patterns  in  reels  and  landing-n^ts— this,  combined 
with  his  ccn  inuous  devotion  to  improving  the  art  of 
dry-fly  dre.ssing,  has  placed  his  firm  in  the  first 
rank  of  dry-fly  speciahsts. 

The  business  of  Ogden  Smiths  will  continue  as 
before.  On?  of  the  partners  and  sisters,  Mrs.  Richard- 
son, who  was  so  well  known  at  Kmgston  on  Thames 


and  carried  him  amid  the  plaudits  of  the  excited 
thronging  crowd  down  the  village  street  to  the  local 
museum.    Oh,  it  was  grand  to  swing  about  twenty 
feet  above  ground  and  give  rein  to  fancies  such  as 
the.se — at  least,  it  is  now,  looking  back  at  the  great 
adventure,  and  doubtless  it  would  have  been  then 
had  I  been  calm  enough  to  fully  consider  the  matter. 
As  it  was,  things  seemed  to  grow  more  terrible  every 
moment ;  Edwards,  conscious  of  his  danger,  called 
to  me  to  "  save  him,"  and  I  with  every  wish  to  do 
so  called  to  him,  "  How  ?  "    He  suggested  that  I 
should    attract   the    lion's    attention,    while  he 
(Edwards)  ran  for  help  ;  in  justice  to  myself  I  should 
like  to  state  here  that  I  told  him  I  "  would  consider 
the  plan,"  nor  can  I  altogether  excuse  him  for  the 
things  he  said  with  regard  to  the  length  of  time  that 
I  found  necessary  for  that  consideration.    For  a 
man  whose  last  hour  might,  so  to  speak,  happen  at 
any  moment,  I  think  his  remarks  should  have  been 
of  a  nobler  and  less  violent  nature  ;  however,  as  the 
lion  by  now  was  at  the  foot  of  the  tree,  and  appa- 
rently about  to  start  the  ascent,  I  suppose  my  old 
friend's  excitement  was  in  a  manner  natural,  and  so 
any  hasty  remarks  must  be  forgiven.    The  animal 
at  this  point  was  about  twenty  yards  from  the 
slender  poplar  that  gave  me  shelter,  and  that  really, 
for  all  its  frailty,  seemed  nevertheless  to  afford  me 
greater  safety  than  did  the  splendid  oak  whore  sat 


Thk  late  Mb.  H.  P.  Ogden  Smith  on  the  Rivek  Test,  kear  Ovektox. 


for  "lovely  flies,"  will  take  over  the  manigement 
at  the  Hyde  Park  Corner  establishmtn':.  Mr.  Walter 
Ogdc-n  Smith  and  his  sisters  remain  at  the  head 
office  and  works  at  Clapham  Juncticn. 

Mr.  H.  Ogden  Smith's  funeral  took  place  at 
Morden  Cemetery  on  Wedn?sday,  April  1,  his  friend 
and  fishing  companion,  the  Rev.  Canon  Arthur 
Maplesden,  D.D.,  officiating. 


"A  WONDEKFUL  ESCAPE." 


(Continued  from  j>age  241.) 
We  all,  I  suppose,  have  the  desire  within  us  to 
once  in  our  lives  do  some  great  thing — some  splendid 
deed  that  our  children's  children  will  recall  with 
pride — some  noble  act  that,  in  the  years  to  come, 
our  friends,  comfortably  seated  in  their  snug  arm- 
chairs lazily  stirring  their  grog  o'  -svinter  nights,  will 
tell  and  retell  one  to  another  \^^th  a  sense  of  reflected 
pride  and  glory  at  having  known  us.  I  felt  it  all 
then — the  future  scenes  appeared  plainly  to  my  view 
as  I  sat  there  waiting  for  Edwards  to  be  destroyed 
before  my  very  eyes.  "  Uncle,"  I  seemed  to  hear 
the  children  say — "  Uncle,  tell  us  how  you  killed  the 
lion  ?  "  And  then  with  what  gusto  I  should  repeat 
"  the  oft-told  tale  " — the  desperate  attack,  armed 
only  with  rod  rests  and  the  gaiT,  the  narrow  scpicaks, 
the  terrific  struggle,  and  the  final  triumph,  as,  having 
overcome  my  noble  onemv,  I  had  bound  him  with 
ray  salmon  line,  gagged  him  with  my  pike-gag. 


my  poor  friend.  We  now  noticed  that  it  was  to  all 
appearance  sharpening  its  claws  in  that  calm  and 
peaceful  manner  which  one  reads  they  always  adopt 
previous  to  a  good  square  meal.  I  and  my  sapling 
swayed  to  and  fro  with  excitement.  Edwards' 
branch  creaked  and  bent  even  more  than  before, 
while  the  names  he  applied  to  myself  and  to  that 
poor  wild  animal  would  have  more  than  justified  my 
conduct  had  I  refused  ever  to  speak  to  him  again, 
and  the  lion's  had  he  devoured  him  then  and  there! 
Edwards  declares  that  the  occasion  demanded  it, 
and  I  myself  am  incHned  to  believe  that  the  lion! 
shocked  beyond  measure  at  the  names  that  were 
given  him,  and  being  besides  a  good  and  wise  beast, 
decided  that  such  a  man  as  Edwards  was  not  fit  to 
die,  but  rather  should  be  spared,  that  his  friends  (I 
mention  no  names)  might,  by  force  of  example,  lead 
hi  m  in  the  future  to  be  a  better  and  a  nobler  man. 
Suffice  it,  then,  without  more  ado,  to  say  that  our 
.strange  vi.sitor,  having  given  Edwards  one  long  look 
of  pained  surprise,  turned  slowly  upon  its  heel,  and, 
with  a  low  roar  that  might  or  might  not  have  been 
"  Good-ljye  "  in  lion  language,  di.sappcared  as  sud- 
denly and  mysteriously  as  it  had  arrived. 

The  sound  of  breaking  twigs  became  gradually 
more  distant,  until  my  knowledge  of  woodcraft  told 
me  that  by  now  it  was  at  least  a  hundred  yards 
away  ;  with  cars  strained  and  every  m-rve  ajar,  we 
waited  till  the  unbroken  silence  told  us  we  were, 
for  a  time,  at  least,  comparatively  safe. 

Then  I  spoke.    "  Where's  your  flask  ?  "  I  said. 
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"  In  my  pocket,"  ho  replied,  and  from  where  I  ching 
I  cou'd  plainly  see  him  first  edge  along  his  bough  to 
greater  security  and  then  quietly  and  leisurely  com- 
mence to  unscrew  the  stopper.  Then — mind,  I  am 
no  boaster — but  thei  followed  one  of  the  bravest 
things  I  have  ever  done  ;  I  shudder  even  now  at 
the  recollection.  I  slid  down  my  tree,  and,  mark 
you,  with  ne'er  a  thought  of  danger,  ran  across  the 
intervening  space  to  his,  and  climbed  rapidly  till  I 
was  beside  him,  and  he  was  saved.  "  No,"  I  said, 
"  no,  never  mind  thanking  me,  but  just  give  me  the 
pleasure  and  opportunity  of  drinking  to  your  good 
health,  and  " — I  added  as  Ave  shook  hands — "  to 
your  long  life." 

Hard  words  were  forgotten  in  the  few  minutes 
that  followed,  and  the  courage  of  the  Dutch  being 
within  us,  we  sat  congratulating  ourselves  that  with 
the  advance  of  day  people  would  be  about,  and  we 
should  be  able  to  safely  descend,  and  perhaps  oven 
to  join  in  the  hunt  that  must  surely  ensue. 

We  were  talking  in  this  bold  and  cheerful  strain, 
when  suddenly  the  dreadful  sound  of  cracking  twigs 
broke  upon  our  ears  ;  the  now  empty  flask  slipped 
from  my  trembUng  fingers  and  fell  to  the  ground 
with  a  thud.  At  that  moment  the  brushwood 
parted,  and  there  stopped  out  a — man.  He  was  a 
rough,  coarse-looking  man,  and  as  we  silently  clasped 
hands  we  felt  that  should  a  human  sacrifice  indeed 
be  needed,  here  undoubtedly  was  the  very  thing. 
From  our  hiding-place  we  watched  ;  the  man  had 
evidently  seen  our  rods  and  tackle,  and,  as  he  stared 
about  in  a  wild  and  distractei  wav,  we  distinctly 
heard  these  words :  "  Lordy,  Lordy,  I  do  'ope  'o  ain't 
adone  it !  "  Several  times  he  said  this,  and  then 
still  peering  about  with  a  keen  and  anxious  look,  he 
gave  a  low  and  pecuUar  whistle.  Again  the  brush- 
wood creaked,  and  even  as  we  watched  there  ran 
leaping  and  bounding  to  the  man's  very  feet  the, 
or  shall  I  say  our,  Hon.  "  Look  out,  look  out,"  I 
shouted,  "  it's  suicide  to  stand  there  ;  quick,  climb 
up  that  poplar  and  you  are  saved !  "  The  man, 
fool  that  he  was,  stood  sti!l,  unmoved,  save  that  he 
gazed  about  to  see  who  spoke.  "  Run,  jump,  climb, 
fly !  "  we  shouted.  "  Where  are  yer,  an'  'ow 
many  ?  "  said  the  man.  "  Kere,"  we  called  from 
our  tree,  "  two  of  us."  "  'Ow  many  was  yer  ?  "  ho 
asked  excitedly.  "  Two,"  we  said  again.  "  Thank 
'eaven  for  that !  "  ho  said  fervently,  and,  as  he 
spoke,  sat  doAvn  upon  the  lion  ;  it  purred,  and  he 
stroked  it  as  one  would  a  favourite  dog. 

These  proceedings  were  not  without  their  effect 
upon  us,  and  the  bold  conduct  of  the  rough  man 
having  in  a  measure  allayed  our  fears,  reaction  and 
resentment  set  in.  "  Ask  him  if  it's  his  lion  ?  " 
whispered  Edwards.  I  did.  "  Yus,"  said  the  man  ; 
"  yus,  he's  mine,  that's  wot  he  is  ;  we've  growed  up 
man  and  boy  these  twenty  years  as  you  might  say, 
and  a  better  pal  you  couldn't  want.  Nobbut 
what,"  continued  our  friend,  waxing  pleasantly 
confidential,  "  nobbut  what  I  wasn't  skeered  a  bit 
when  I  first  se3  them  baskets  as  how  he'd  abeen 
and  ate  someone  ;  lions  will  be  lions,  yer  know, 
and  it's  their  nat'ral  habit,  the  best  of  'em." 

The  danger  being  now  comparatively  over,  I  had 
some  difficulty  in  hiding  my  just  indignation,  and 
even  whispered  to  Edwards  the  advisability  of 
"  sending  for  the  police."  As,  however,  he  pointed 
out  that  the  only  person  available  for  this  purpose 
would  be  the  lion-tamer,  I  allowed  myself  to  be  per- 
suaded to  the  adoption  of  milder  methods.  "  Shall 
you  be  staying  long  in  this  neighbourhood  ?  "  I 
asked,  for,  after  all,  we  had  come  down  more  with 
the  idea  of  fishing  than  of  being  either  lion-hunters 
or  lion-hunted.  "  Matter  o'  three  days,"  said  the 
man.  "  Yesterday  we  come,  to-morrow  we  goes." 
We  noticed  that  he  spoke  in  the  plural,  and  supposed 
him  to  refer  to  himself  and  his  pot.  "  Oh,  then  you 
two  travel  together  ?  "  I  asked.  "  Yus,"  he 
answered,  stroking  his  favourite;  "yus,  we  two  and 
the  rest  of  the  circus.  An'  look  'ere,"  he  added, 
"  business  is  business,  but  arter  all,  you  two  gents 
have  bean  a  bit  put  about  over  this  'ere  King  of 
Beasts  " — there  was  a  p-ofossional  touch  about  him 
as  he  said  this — "  now  you  just  come  along  to-night, 
and  ask  for  Signor  Benvcnuto,  and  I'll  put  you  on 
the  free-list  for  everything  in  the  show." 

Having  received  our  thanks,  our  acceptance,  and 
our  promise  to  be  "  mum  "  as  to  the  morning's 
adventure — "  'Twouldn  tdo  the  circus  no  good  !  "— 
and  Leo  Maximus  having,  obedient  to  orders,  made 
a  bow  and  thrown  us  a  kiss,  the  lion-tamer  and  his 
companion  stealthily  withdrew,  and  left  us  after  a 
safe  lapse  of  time  to  descend  once  more  and  continue, 
or  rather  commence,  our  quiet  morning's  fishing.  I 
may  add  that  the  evening  saw  us  at  the  circus,  and 


a  splendid  host  the  tamer  made,  his  only  regret  being 
that,  despite  his  whispered  assurance — "  'E  knows 
yer  again,  bless  yer,  an"  'e's  quiet  as  a  lamb  with  'is 
pals  " — we  could  neither  of  us  on  any  account  be  per- 
suaded to  enter  Leo's  den,  nor  even  so  much  as 
oblige  Signor  Benvenuto  by  putting  our  heads  in 
the  lion's  mouth.  Robert  Stanley. 


AN  AMERICAN  WRITER  ON  THE 
GRAYLING. 

THE  GRAYLING  AT  CARIBOU  CROSSING.* 

Saint  Ambrose  of  blessed  memory,  a  fisherman 
of  old,  and  Ukowiso  fisher  of  men,  "  magnanimous, 
plaintive  and  intense,"  once  declared  in  his  town  of 
Treves,  fifteen  hundred  years  ago,  that  the  grayhng 
was  "  the  flower  of  fishes."  It  is  certainly  the  most 
choice,  tho  most  unhp.ckneyod  of  all  the  prizes  of 
the  angler,  and  wherever  it  is  found  it  finds  its 
group  of  f.ppreciativo  admirers. 

The  Latin  name  of  the  grayling,  Thymallus,  comes 
from  the  fact  that  when  fresh  it  has  the  odour  of 
wild  thyme,  a  fragrant  mint  common  on  the  brook 
sides  of  northern  England.  Shakespeare  knew  on 
the  Avon  in  Stratford  a  "  bank  on  which  tho  wild 
thyme  grows,"  and  I,  too,  have  found  in  fragrant 
Warwickshire  many  ?■  slope  which  well  answers  to 
Shakespeare's  description.  But  though  the  grayhng 
is  a  swoot  fish,  pleasant  to  smell,  as  well  as  to  look 
upon  when  it  comos  from  the  ripple,  yot  I  havo  never 
boon  able  to  detect  tho  fragrant  odour  which  the 
ancients  knew  so  well. 

Tho  grayhng  is  a  cousin  to  tho  trout.  Its  mouth 
is  smaller,  its  teeth  are  not  so  many  or  so  sharp, 
and  it  h.-,s  neither  the  strength  nor  tho  speed  nor  the 
voracity  of  tho  least  of  tho  trout.  The  scales  are 
larger  than  on  any  trout,  and  there  are  black  spots 
and  blue  spots  on  them  on  a  gray  background. 
From  the  gray  colour  comes  tho  fine  old  English 
name  of  grayling,  as  well  as  the  German  name  of 
Aesche. 

The  shape  of  tho  body  and  fin  is  like  tho  trout, 
the  httle  adipose  fin  is  there  just  tho  same  as  in  the 
trout.  The  dorsal  fin  is,  however,  different.  It  is 
much  higher  than  in  any  trout  and  with  more  rays. 
It  rises  up  Uke  a  sail,  and  it  is  marked  with  sky-blue 
spots,  which  give  tho  fish  a  distinguished  appearance 
when  he  is  at  homo  in  his  own  waters. 

The  grayling  live  in  swift,  clear  streams,  not 
often  in  lakes.  It  calls  for  colder  water  than  tho 
trout,  and  so  its  range  i^  further  to  the  north.  In- 
deed, it  is  a  comparatively  rare  fish  outside  the 
arctic  circle. 

Tho  different  speeios  of  grayling  are  all  very 
much  aUke  in  looks  as  well  as  in  habits.  The 
common  graylm.g  of  Europe  is  Thymallus.  It 
ranges  through  northern  England,  Scandinavia  and 
Russia.  There  is  a  species  of  grayling  spread  all 
over  Siberia,  but  we  know  very  little  about  this  fish, 
and  are  not  sure  what  species  it  is. 

Through  the  Yukon  region  of  tho  great  North- 
west there  is  a  grayling  very  abundant  in  tho  right 
waters,  and  bearing  tho  name  of  "  the  standard- 
bearer  "^Thymallus  signifer.  In  tho  old  days  after 
the  great  glacial  ice  this  fish  extended  to  the  oast- 
ward  over  a  much  larger  area,  but  the  ice  has  molted 
away,  a,nd  there  arc  loft  three  isolated  colonies  to  the 
south-east  of  tho  main  band.  One  of  these  colonies 
is  called  Thymallus  ontariensis,  or  tricolour,  hves  in 
certain  streams — notably  the  Jordan  and  tho  Au 
Sable,  in  tho  sandy  woods  of  the  Southern  Peninsula 
of  Lake  Michigan.  In  both  these  streams  the 
grayling  is  growing  scarce  through  tho  combined 
evil  influences  of  tho  lumberman  and  the  trout  hog. 
In  the  Northern  Peninsula  there  is  another  isolated 
little  colony.  Lot  us  call  its  stream  tho  Nameless 
River,  and  if  wo  leave  it  so  tho  thyme-scented  fish 
may  increase  to  fill  othor  rivers  which  are  not 
np.meler.s. 

Tho  romp.ining  colony— a  little  changed  from 
tho  othor  two  through  long  isolation — is  in  Montana, 
at  the  head  of  the  Missouri  river.  The  Montana 
grayhng  is  called  Thymallus  montanus.  It  is  most 
plentiful  m  the  Gallatin  river,  and  if  you  look 
through  the  mountains  till  you  fij).d  Horsethief  Creek, 
you  will  be  sure  of  at  least  one  day's  good  sport. 

*  Written  by  Prof.  David  Starr  Jordan,  of  the 
Leland  Stanford,  Jr.,  University  in  California,  to  be 
read  at  the  recent  Anglers'  Conference  m  New 
York  City. 


It  will  take  all  day  to  find  the  crook,  no  matter  from 
whore  you  start. 

And  this  brings  mo  to  dor.cribo  my  best  day's 
sport  with  the  grayhng.  It  so  happened  that  in 
June,  1837,  I  was  in  tho  city  of  Juneau.  That  day 
the  Canadian  surveyor,  Ogilvie,  since  noted  in 
history,  had  reached  Juneau  from  up  the  coast  and 
across  the  mountains  with  a  wonderful  story  of  the 
hf-ppenings  in  the  North-We-.t  Territory  of  Canada 
on  the  banks  of  the  middle  Yukon.  It  seems  that 
tho  Indian,  Skookum  Jim,  of  Caribou  Crossing,  with 
his  friend  Ta.gish  Charley,  a  squaw  man  named 
Siwa,sh  George,  and  his  vnfo,  who  was  Skookum 
Jim's  sister,  wore  wandoiing  across  the  country, 
supposed  vaguely  to  be  in  tho  interest  of  one  Ander- 
son, looldng  for  gold. 

Away  down  the  river,  beyond  Lake  Labargo,  ono 
of  the  men  took  sick.  He  had  oaten  too  much 
blubber  of  some  sort,  and  the  wife  of  Siwash  George 
went  doA\Ti  to  a  brook  to  got  him  a  basin  of  water. 
In  tho  bottom  of  tho  basin  was  a  streak  of  fine  gold. 
Thoy  went  down  to  the  stream  r.nd  bailed  out  more. 
Then  Skookum  Jim,  as  his  namo  would  indicate, 
stP.itod  out  swiftly  at  tho  top  of  his  speed,  "  touching 
only  tho  high  place?,"  to  record  with  the  Dominion 
officip.ls  the  claim  of  himself  and  his  associates. 
Skookum  in  Chinook  moans  svidft— hence  Skookum 
Chuck— a  waterfall.  Bonanza  Crook,  Klondike, 
Dawson  at  once  became  names,  and  then  relatives 
and  all  the  world  knows  their  story.  Skookum  Jim, 
a  millionaire,  built  himself  a  Ip.rgo  house  of  pine 
lumber  at  Caribou  Crossing.  Ho  wont  to  Seattle 
to  buy  a  Brussels  caipot  for  its  floor.  When  the 
carpet  came  it  was  too  broad  by  nearly  a  yard  for 
Skookum  Jim's  best  room,  so  he  had  tho  house  cut 
r.part  and  spread  until  tho  house  was  Ip.rgo  enough 
for  tho  ca-pot.  How  Tagish  Charley  bjcame  ono 
of  tho  generous  rich,  beloved  of  all  men,  and  how 
Siwash  George  desortod  tho  wom?.n  who  made  his 
fortune  for  a  San  Franeisco  actress,  all  those,  with 
tho  spectacular  career  of  Swif twator  Bill,  are  known 
to  everyone  ahve  to  the  gossip  of  the  smart  sot  of 
Caribou  Crossing,  Seattle,  and  San  Francisco. 

When  Ogilvie  told  all  this  in  Juneau  the  whole 
toAvn  responded.  Juneau  itself  Ues  on  the  very 
frontier  of  adventure,  and  hero  was  something 
newer  a,nd  greater,  and  only  two  thousand  milos  or  so 
beyond.  So  the  gamblers  and  goldseekers,  tho 
clerks  and  lawyers,  resigned  their  positions,  threw 
up  their  jobs  in  some  way  or  another,  made  their 
way  to  the  head  of  navigation,  Dyea  or  Skagway, 
and  there  struck  the  White  Pass  trail.  The  Bright 
Eyes  Opora  Company  broke  its  engagement  at 
Juneau,  and  men  and  women  started  over  tho 
mountains  to  Bonanza  Creek.  And  after  them 
eamo  a  most  wonderful  migration— ono  of  those 
movements  which,  if  anythuig  could,  lend  "  to  tho 
sober  twilight  of  the  present,  tho  colour  of  romance." 

All  the  way  southward  the  word  went  from 
Junoau.  Cigarette  young  men,  who  had  never  done 
a  mpn's  day's  work  in  their  lives,  crowded  tho 
smoking  rooms  m  the  Pullman  cars,  and  pampered 
dogs,  St.  Bernard,  Great  Dane,  mastiff,  brought  up 
in  luxury,  and  bought  or  stolon  to  do  tho  work  of 
a  husky  or  Siberian  wolf  dog,  rode  in  tho  baggage 
cars.  Along  with  the  rest  came  young  women  and 
old  women,  dainty  Mercedes,  silly,  pretty  and 
whimsical,  demanding  tho  impossible,  elderly 
graduates  of  tho  cheap  boarding-houses,  wth  iron 
hand  and  iron  jaw,  capable  of  making  some  sort  of 
a  w?,y  anywhoro.  All  were  loaded  down  with  all 
elothing  and  provision  needed  for  an  arctic  winter. 
Most  know  nothing  of  hardship,  nothing  of  dogs, 
nothing  of  trails  over  glacial  mountains  and  through 
endless  chains  of  rockbound  lakes,  each  hidden  in 
its  cleft  of  rocks.  They  knew  nothing  of  boats  or 
rafts,  or  tho  breaking  up  of  tho  ice,  nothing  of  gold 
or  men  of  Alaska— and  tha  dog^  were  just  a^ 
ignorant— and  had  not  even  seen  a  map  cf  Alaska, 
and  did  not  know  beforehand  that  thoy  were  going 

there.  . 

From  Skagway— a  -wild  bedlam  of  mcongruous 
elements,  with  its  hero  mayor,  chief  of  the  vigilantes 
—the  trail  goes  up  the  boisterous  river.  Tlu-ough 
the  fir-woods,  past  the  mouth  of  glaciers,  into  a 
great  amphitheatre  like  that  at  the  foot  of  tho 
Spliigon  Pass,  then  in  long  zigza.gs  and  wmdmgs, 
past  reckless  splashing  waterfalls  and  unbndged 
chasms  to  the  foot  of  the  moss-covered  White  Pass. 
Then  up  the  pass  to  its  gusty  Summit  Lake  and  the 
lon<^  ravine-like  chain  of  lakes  at  the  head  of  tho 
Yukon,  which  may  keep  one  guessing  for  miles  as 
to  the  way  past  or  around  them. 

{To  he  continued.) 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — Gbn:ebal  Remabks. — Trouting  opened 
on  April  1  under  circumstances  far  from  pleasant. 
The  river  was  practically  bank  high  and  very  much 
coloured.  The  heavy  rain  we  experienced  lately 
affected  the  river  more  than  was  expected,  and  the 
sluices  at  nearly  all  the  weirs  had  to  be  opened  to 
run  the  water  off.  At  Cookham  on  April  2  the 
report  was,  water  high  and  very  coloured,  and  as 
this  water  has  to  find  its  way  to  the  sea  the  lower 
reaches  axe  bound  to  be  out  of  condition,  especially 
for  weir  fishing,  till  the  beginning  of  the  coming 
week.  Personally,  I  have  not  heard  of  a  single  fish 
bemg  caught  on  the  opening  day,  but  the  good  push 
of  water  will  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  angler  in  a 
few  weeks'  time. — F.;H.  Amthlett.  ° 

Thames  (Twickenham). — The  water  here  is 
standing  about  twenty  inches  above  normal,  which 
indicates  heavy  water  a  long  way  up  in  the  higher 
reaches.  This  will  no  doubt  be  a  great  disap- 
pointment to  a  great  many  trout  fishers,  who 
earnestly  watch  for  the  opening  of  the  season, 
and  mark  down  where  fish  have  been  seen 
at  work.  I  sincerelj^  hope  the  water  will 
run  oft  and  fine  down  by  the  end  of  the  week, 
also  that  we  see  reports  of  good  trout  being 
grassed  early  in  the  season.  The  riverside  men  in 
this  district  are  all  busy  preparing  for  the  forth- 
coming boating  season,  fishing  punts  being  for  a 
time  not  in  very  great  demand. — A.  Hancock. 

Avon  (Ring-wood).— This  river  has  fined  down 
a  lot  to-day  (Wednesday),  and  by  to-morrow 
should  be  m  splendid  condition.  On  March  30  Mr 
G.  W.  Carlyon  got  a  nice  fish  of  321b.  on  the  Ring- 
wood  water,  and  to-day  Mr.  Mills  got  one  of  ITJlb. 
on  the  Bisterne  water,  and  I  myself  got  one  of 
331b.,  on  March  22,  on  Avon  Tyrrell  water  — 
M.  W.  Hayteb. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District) .—The  continuous 
rain  has  kept  the  water  up  very  big,  and  a  good 
number  of  fish  are  reported  "running"  at  Totnes 
Weir.  The  nets  there,  however,  have  not  had 
any  exceptional  catches  this  week  and  I  antici- 
pate that  the  water  has  been  much  too  big,  for  the 
lowest  reaches,  where  the  fishermen  have  had  a 
very  poor  time  up  to  now.  Mr.' Salisbury  captured 
a  nice  9|lb.  salmon,  and  there  have  been  a  large 
number  of  rods  on  the  river  for  trout,  but  baskets 
have  not  been  very  large  A  few  brace  have  been 
obtained  by  Messrs.  E.  Distin,  M.  Revell,  Thacker, 
H.  T.  Distin,  and  P.  Holmes.  The  Dart  Board  of 
Conservators  have  fixed  the  temporary  marks  to 
show  the  fishing  limits  at  the  weir.  Regarding  the 
suggestion  to  place  a  fish  pass  on  the  Yeo,  the  ques- 
tion has  been  deferred,  and  Mr.  E.  Tiicker  has  been 
invited  to  submit  a  plan  to  the  board.  It  has  been 
reported  that  effluent  of  an  alleged  deleterious 
character  has  been  allowed  to  enter  the  Harbourne, 
but  Mr.  Ho  are  told  the  conservators  that  he  con- 
sidered it  was  due  to  soap,  which  contained  from 
65  to  70  per  cent,  of  fat.  A  motion  by  Mr.  W.  F. 
Tullet  that  samples  be  taken  where  the  effluent 
enters  the  stream,  and  also  fifty  yards  away,  and 
be  analysed,  was  lost,  only  three  members  voting  in 
favour  of  it. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.— The  Ockment,  Lew  and 
Torridge  have  been  in  very  fair  condition  for  fly- 
fishmg,  and  trout  have  been  sporting  freely,  and 
somg  capital  fish  of  from  |-lb.  to  Jib.  in  weight  have 
been  taken.  The  Cave  is  in  better  condition,  and 
large  dishes  have  been  obtained.  Some  baskets 
have  had  a  couple  of  dozen  apiece,  the  fish  being  in 
the  pink  of  condition.  — Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle).— Spate  after  spate,  bringing 
the  snow  off  the  hills,  has  made  the  river  unfishable 
for  most  of  the  past  week,  and  it  is  still  in  bad 
order  to-day  (April  I).  Considering  the  number  of 
rods  on  the  water  the  sport  has  been  poor.  Mr. 
Edwards,  of  Armathwaite  Castle,  has  killed  two 
201b.  and  2Ub.,  and  Mr.  Turner,  one,  151b.,  in  the 
same  water.  At  Low  House,  Mr.  Fletcher'  had  a 
beauty  of  28!b.,  and  Mr.  W.  Smith  a  small  one. 
At  Lyke  Foot,  Mr.  Mason  Scott,  one,  161b.,  and 
Mr.  Younger,  one,  141b.  Mr.  Hastridge  had  two  in 
the  Corby  water,  Mr.  R.  Scott,  one  at  Holme  End, 
171b.,  and  Mr.  W.  Patterson,  one,  141b.,  at  Park 
Broom.  Trout  should  now  take  the  fly  well  as 
soon  as  the  snow  broth  runs  off. — Silver  Gbey. 
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Good  catches  were  also  made  by  Mr.  Sam  Webb  and 
Mr.  Briton.— W.  B.  H. 

Lake  Vyrnwy.— The  fishing  season  on  this 
important  water  has  commenced  in  very  stormy 
weather.  A  few  rods  have  been  out  during  the 
past  week.  Major  Blunt,  Messrs.  Bourke,  Sheather, 
and  Bradford  having  made  very  fair  baskets— the 
trout  being  in  excellent  condition.  After  the  recent 
heavy  rainfall,  good  sport  may  now  be  expected. 
Anglers  are  booking  freely  for  April  and  May. 
Long  Drift. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— To-day  (April  1)  the  close 
time  for  roach,  chub,  bream,  and  other  similar  fish, 
began,  and  the  River  Lea  will  not  be  available  f  or 
angling  operations  until  May  1,  when  the  trout 
come  into  season.  The  Beane,  Mimram,  etc.,  also 
then  open  for  sport  among  the  trout.  Owing 
to  the  cold,  high  winds  and  rains,  little  sport  was 
associated  with  the  last  days'  roach  fishing  in  the 
Lea.  All  through  it  has  been  a  most  indifferent 
season,  a  result  attributed  to  the  unfavourable 
angling  conditions,  which  have  frequently  been  of 
the  worst.  A  few  good  specimens  have  been  taken 
in  the  public  waters,  and  of  these  may  be  mentioned 
a  61b.  lOoz.  bream  landed  at  Cheshunt,  a  1  lb.  loz. 
dace,  secured  at  Hertford,  and  a  barbel  of  81b. | 
brought  to  bank  at  Ponders  End,  a  one  time 
famous  haunt  of  the  wattled  fish. — Izaak  Walton. 

Luggf  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  out  of  order  for  fishing. 
The  weather  has  been  so  rough,  with  gales  of 
wmd  and  heavy  falls  of  rain,  that  the  water  has 
coloured  and  risen  again,  and  will  not  be  in  order 
for  fishing  for  a  few  days.  Angling  has  been  very 
quiet  as  yet  in  this  part  owing  to  the  adverse 
weather.  With  fine  weather,  sport  will  revive, 
and  good  fish  should  be  landed.  The  Pinsley  is 
stained. — Gv^ynne. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — The  spring  trout 
fishing  on  this  river  is  going  on  quite  satisfactorily. 
Fish  have  been  rising  freely  on  each  day  that  the 
state  of  the  water  has  permitted  the  fly  to  be  seen 
by  them,  and  baskets  have  been,  as  a  rule,  heavy. 
One  rod,  on  the  Rolle  Estate  water,  counted  as  the 
day's  work  twelve  brace,  many  being  fine  fish  in 
good  condition  ;  and  takes  of  four  and  five  brace 
were  the  rule.  The  usual  patterns— namely,  the 
wingless  Blue  Upright,  Hare's  Flax  and  Gold,  Green- 
well's  Glory,  and  March  Brown— have  all  met  with 
success.  On  Monday  (March  30)  fish  took  well  in 
parts  of  the  river  ;  it  was  a  wild,  wet  day,  but  the 
water  was  just  the  right  colour.  A  rod,  fishing 
above  Ottery,  took  five  and  a  half  brace,  the  best 
being  1  lb.  loz.  On  Tuesday  the  stream  was  in 
flood,  and  all  fishing  for  several  davs  was  at  an  end. 
-Heron. 

Plymouth. — Some  of  the  rivers  are  suffering 
from  too  much  water,  although  some  are  just  in  a 
nice  condition.  Some  very  fine  trout  have  been 
taken  in  the  Meavy,  one  of  them  that  was  lost  was 
guessed  to  be  21b.  by  several  who  saw  the  sport  of 
playing  it.  The  fisherman  found  to  his  cost  that 
the  hook  was  devoid  of  a  barb.  Another  of  \\\h. 
and  one  of  1  lb.  6oz.  were  also  taken  from  this  little 


stream,  I  hear  there  are  some  school  peal  in  the 
lower  waters  of  the  Plym,  one  or  two  have  been 
caught  on  the  fly.  The  sport  on  the  Tavy  has  not 
been  so  good  as  at  the  beginning  of  the  season,  but 
if  we  get  some  fine  warm  weather  in  the  next  few 
days  there  will  bo  a  good  chance  of  sport ;  there 
are  plenty  of  fish  in  the  various  pools,  but  tho 
weather  has  been  too  cold  to  get  them  to  rise  at  all 
well.  A  lot  more  fishermen  are  going  to  the  Dart 
this  year,  where  the  sport  is  very  good.  The  trout 
are  in  good  condition,  and  the  salmon  in  the  lower 
reaches  will  soon  run  up  to  the  higher  waters  at 
Dartmeet  and  above.  Some  very  fine  ones  are 
being  grassed  in  the  double  Dart,  and  there  aro 
plenty  in  the  pools  waiting  to  run  up. — William 
Heurder. 

Sussex   Rivers    and    Chichester    Canal.  — 

A  mild  day  has  ushered  in  the  opening  of  the 
trout-fishing  on  many  waters,  but  in  the  West 
Sussex  streams  a  commencement  is  deferred  until 
May.  Several  members  of  the  Trafalgar  Anglers' 
Association  are  fishing  the  Ouse  to-day  (April  1)  in 
the  Sheffield  Park  district.  Several  good  fish  have 
been  noted  from  Uckfield  upwards.  At  the  time  of 
writing  results  have  not  reached  me.  A  few  smelt 
and  small  bass  are  notad  from  the  Chichester 
Harbour. — George  F.  Salter.  * 
Taw  (N.  Devon). — Rivers  in  good  order,  and 
the  "  First  "  was  a  grand  salmon  day.  The  season 
tickets  on  the  Taw  are  all  taken,  and  only  day 
tickets,  which  are  very  limited,  remain.  Trout 
fishing,  despite  the  high,  cold  winds,  has  not  been 
bad.  I  saw  a  dish  of  seventeen  on  March  27,  one 
weighing  1  lb.  2oz.,  and  some  other  nice  ones,  but 
as  the  swallows  have  come,  warmer  weather  is  not 
far  off,  and  the  various  flies  and  insects  will  feed  up 
the  hungry  trout.    Flies  as  usual. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  high  and  muddy,  and  out  of  order  for  fly- 
fishing. The  weather  has  been  very  bad.  Heavy 
rain  fell  on  Sunday  and  Monday  nights  accompanied 
by  strong  gales  of  wind,  and  the  water  soon  rose 
again.  Angling  before  the  rain  was  conBned  to 
bottom  fishing.  A  few  tried  the  Blue  Dun  and 
February  Red  at  the  end  of  the  week,  and  several 
nice  fish  landed.  Worm  fishing  has  been  tried,  and 
trout  from  Jib.  to  1  lb.  each  have  been  taken.  The 
prospects  for  worm  fishing  are  good.  Sport  with 
fly  will  be  bad  for  a  few  days.  The  Ony,  Corve, 
Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  stained,  and  fishing 
quiet  in  them  yet. — S.  Ludlow. 

Test,  etc. — Fishing  nominally  commences  on 
April  1  on  this  river,  at  lease  in  leases,  hut  little 
will  be  done  before  the  end  of  the  month.  The 
river  is  very  high  at  the  present  time ;  fish  have 
been  rising  between  one  and  two  o'clock,  but  are 
not  in  condition.  There  is  but  little  fly  on  the 
water,  chiefly  Dark  Olives.  Weather  is  boisterous 
and  cold.  Restocking  has  been  regularly  done  on 
almost  every  part  of  this  river.- — Olive  Dun. 
'  Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — At  the  time  of  writing  the  Tyne  is  in 
flood,  and  salmon  anglers  are  anxiously  waiting  for 
the  fining  down  when  good  sport  is  anticipated. 
Trout  anglers  are  having  a  good  time  of  it,  several 
good  takes  are  reported ;  one  Newcastle  angler 
killed  eight  nice  fish  on  the  Wylam  water.  The 
Coquet,  after  heavy  floods,  is  now  in  splendid  order 
and  sport  good.  The  Federation  water  is  well 
patronised.  Mr.  W.  Fail  canght  twenty  trout, 
the  largest  weighing  l|lb.;  Mr.  J.Williams,  ten  trout) 
largest  21b. ;  Mr.  Goodfeflow  had  a  nice  take,  one 
fine  yellow  trout  scaling  3  Jib.  On  the  Anglers'  Hotel 
water,  Weldon  Bridge,  Mr.  Clark  killed  sixteen 
good  trout,  largest  a  fine  specimen  of  41b.,  worm 
and  minnow  being  the  lures.    There  is  no  hatching 

of  flies.    Fine  sunny  weather  is  badly  needed.  

Henry  A.  Murton. 

Usk  (Usk). — Owing  to  the  recent  floods,  there 
has  not  been  much  angling.  On  March  27,  Capt. 
Hughes-Morgan  landed  a  salmon,  181b.,  near  Ponty- 
goitre  Bridge,  and  on  March  28,  Mr.  Russell  Gray 
killed  a  17-pounder.  The  following  trout  catches 
are  reported  :— March  24,  Mr.  Fred  Watkins,  one, 
21b.  loz.;  Mr.  Geo.  Lavin,  four;  Mr.  W.  Double- 
day,  two.  March  27,  Sergt.-Inst.  A.  Jolmstone, 
four.    March  28,  Mr.  Russell  Gray,  six.— T.  R. 

Wye  (Upper).— Several  small  lots  of  trout  have 
been  taken,  the  catches  of  Messrs.  Sam  and  J.  Webb 
being  amongst  the  best.  A  few  miles  below 
Rhayader  several  salmon  have  been  taken.  When 
writing  (Wednesday)  the  river  is  much  too  high  for 
trout  angling.  It  will,  however,  be  about  right  by 
Friday  or  Saturday,  and  given  a  couple  of  warm 
days  prospects  should  improve. — W.  B.  H. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— The  trout 
season  opened  on  the  Derwent  on  March  25  in  most 
disastrous  weather — -rough  winds,  with  snow  and 
hail — the  hills  in  the  Peak  district  being  covered 
with  snow.  Very  few  anglers  have  been  out.  Too 
much  water  for  fly-fishing.  Those  who  have  tried 
their  hand  have  had  to  resort  to  bottom  fishing 
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SPRING  FISHING. 

Send  your  Orders  direct  to  the  Practical  Manufacturers. 

21/-  THE  MULTUM-IN-PARVTfLY  ROD.  21/- 
3T/6      THE  NEW  COMPOSITE  ROD.  3T/6 

T«-o  pieces,  with  built  cane  top,  9  ft.,  9  ft.  6  in.,  and  Id  ft.,  close  whipped  throughout, 
cork  lianille,  beautifully  balanced  and  finished. 


OUR  FAMOUS  3-JOINT  GREENHEART 
FLY  RODS. 

9  ft.  to  10  ft.  6  iu.,  cork  grip,  and  all  improvements. 

F LY  DEPARTME N T. 

Now  is  the  time  to  have  your  Spring  Flies  Dressed. 
FLOATING,  2/-  doz.  DOUBLE  WINGED,  2/6  doz 

Pevonshipe  Patterns  for  Axe  and  Torridge  from  the  Selection  of  Loeal  Experts, 

TESTIMONIALS. 


London,  W. 

Dear  Sirs,— Flies  to  hand.  I  like  them  very 
much.  Your  tlies  always  please  nie,  and  you 
know  that  I  am  very  hard  to  please  In  the  matter 
pf  Trout  Flies.  .1  will  say  this  about  your  flies  : 
they  are  tied  to  nature,  and  what  is  more,  the 
trout  like  them  ;  you  put  the  correct  feathers 
fvnd  furs  in  your  flies,  and  your  tiers  are  artists. 

Piccadilly,  London,  W. 

Gentlemen,— I  now  unclose  remittance  for  the 
flies.   I  also  had  some  of  those  you  made  for 

>Ir  K   I  don't  know  If  you  saw  in  the 

Field  that  I  caught  two  beauties-5  lbs.  8  ozs., 
and  6  lbs.  12  ozs.— the  largoat  taken  in  our  water 
for  nine  years.  I  caught  them  with  the  grey, 
legged  ones.   Tliey  would  look  at  notlMg  el|e. 


Campden  Hill, 

London,  W. 

I  may  tell'you  for  your  satisfaction  that  fishing 
for  Sea  Trout  la.te  last  year  (in  September)  with 
one  of  yoiu-  Red  Teals  (brother  to  the  one  en 
closed  as  pattern)  and  one  of  your  rather  fine 
Grilse  Casts,  my  son-in-law  hooked  a  27  lb. 
Salmon,  and  after  playing  it  in  very  rough  water 
in  the  Laanial  River  for  nearly  two  hours,  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  gafttng.  It  speaks  well  for 
your  tackle.  Col.  C.  S. 

Lindula, 

Ceylon. 

Dear  Sirs. — I  enclose  cheque  for  flies  to  hand 
I  am  very  please<l  -with  patterns  sent.  I  im 
mediately  established  a  record  with  them. 


OGDEN&SCOTFORD 

CHELTENHAM. 

19   GOLD.    SILVER.    AND    OTHER   n/IEDALS  AWARDED. 


The  Crown  Hotel 

PENRITH,  CUMBERLAND. 


Three  miles  of  the  best  Trout 
and  Salmon  Fishing  in  the  River 
Eamont,  free  to  Visitors  staying 
in  the  Hotel. 


FIRST  CLASS  HOTEL,  EVERY  CONVENIENCE. 


TABLE  D'HOTE  AT  7.30. 


Golf. 


Coaching.       Billiards.  Garage. 


BOARDING    AND    WEEK-END     TERMS  ON 
APPLICATION. 


'BUS  MEETS  ALL  TRAINS.      NIGHT  PORTER. 

J.  H.  &  T.  SIDDLE,  Proprietors. 

Telephone  No.  :  091.  ' 


Pocket 


JUST  BARGAINS!! 

DURING  the  winter  recess,  when  the  gentle  art  has  been  mainly  indulged  orally 
and  periodically,  and  the  angler's  gentle  heart  sterilixed  by  Sales  and  "Inky 
Boys,"  we  have  planned  an  Eclipse  of  our  past  successful  season,  hoping  to 
go  one  better.  Before  submitting  our  "Newcastle  Programme  "  we  would  detail 
a  real  juicy  bargain.   Here  is  the  title  - 

ROPE  SOLED,  WHITE  OR  BROWN 
CANVAS  SHOES  AND  BOOTS,  light,  noiseless, 
durable,  comfortable,  and  wonderfully  cheap. 
For  home  and  bairns,  bathing  and  paddling, 
tennis,  &c.  Child's  (shoes  only),  lid.  pair. 
Ladies,  1/-;  Men's,  1/3.  Boots  1/10  and  2/- 
respectively.    Postage,  4d.  pair,  5d.  2  pairs. 

"NEWCASTLE"      LIGHT  BROGUES, 

superior  canvas  matting,  with  tongue  to  keep 
out  sand  and  gravel,  compressed  rope  soles,  3 

leather  bars  riveted  to  each  sole,  metal  studs  therein.  Total  weight,  pair  24  6z- 
vastly  different  to  the  present  armour-clads,  and  the  price  is  only  5/6  pair.  Im 
proved  pattern  in  tan  or  grey  canvas  matting,  extra  wide,  6/9  pair. 


15/- 


X42 

OILSKIN 
MOTOR  GOATS 

^5/^)  apiece. 


at 


Detailed  description  in  our  last 
advertisement     in     this  paper, 
March  14. 


A  few  CAPES,  5/9  each. 


Our  NO.  1  BLACK  RUBBER  PROOF  COAT  at  13/4, 

any  stock  size,  has  been  a  solid  success.  Light  m  weight, 
42  in  coat  weighs  28  oz.,  54  in.  41  oz.  Quiet  in  appear- 
ance packs  small,  smooth  surface,  rain  glides  off,  stitched 
seam's  and  edges,  13/4,  all  through.  ,  Inner  cuffs,  I/-. 
Special  measure,  2/6  extra. 

Our  latest  "  IN  SEAT  "  COAT  contains  3  new  features : 
(1)  Throat  tabs  are  a  humbug,  always  wanted  when 
wanting— a  small  nickel  clasp  is  substituted.    (2)  Hmged 
to  inside  of  coat  at  back  is  a  waterproof  flap  or  mseat, 
about  a  foot  square,  provides  a  dry  seat;  no  soiling  or 
mauling  coat  skirt  which  hangs  free.   (3)  A  breast  pocket, 
with  6  compartments,  briefly,  a  handy  fly 
pocket  book.      Total  weight,  say,  48  in., 
37  oz.   In  black  rubber  proof,  stock  sizes, 
18/9.   Cuffs,  1/-.    Special  measure,  2/6. 

The   ANGLERS'    "GALA"  COAT, 
brown  rubber,  28/6. 

LADIES'  SUEDE   RUBBER  COAT, 
34/6.    Black  rubber,  from  25/-. 


"NEWCASTLE"  SHORT  WADERS,  17^ in.  high,  in  drab 
satteen,  have  a  laced  gusset  or  tuck,  with  a  buckle  and  strap  to 
tighten.  Weight,  pair  19  oz.,  price  16/9.  Double  tan  twill,  14/9. 
If  rather  short  wo  add  an  extension  from  G  in.  to  9  in.  as  desired. 
Elastic  at  top  (see  dotted  lines).   Weight,  6  oz.   Price,  3/6  extra. 

To  sum  up— the  total  weight  of  an  outfit,  including 
48  in.  coat,  brogues,  waders,  and  extension,  is  a  little  over 
51b.,  rather  more  than  a  single  armour-clad  referred  to. 

NO.  23  FISHING  STOCKINGS  AND  TROUSERS,  usual 
length,*  made  from  two  special  contract  materials,  i.e.  stout 
drab  twill  and  double  tan  twill.  Stockings,  12/9  and  14/9 
any  stock  size  respectively.    Trousers,  20/9  and  24/6  pair. 


ALL  RUBBER  THIGH  BOOTS,  22/3. 

27/9.    AH  Leather  Boots,  28/9. 


With  Leather  Soles, 


We  do  NOT  pay  carriag^e  except  on  bulk.  Our 
Prices  are  based  on  small  working:  expenses,  and 
cash  terms.   Our  List  No.  19  is  at  your  service.    It  ^ 
is  short  and  easily  digested. 


CONTRACTORS   AND  SPECIALISTS. 
Waterproof,  Rubber,  Oilsbiiix  and  Sporting  Goods, 
55,  CLAYTON  STREET,!  NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 
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with  worm,  and  what  trout  have  been  caught  are 
_  lanky  and  in  poor  condition.  Trout-fishing  opened 
on  the  Wye  on  April  1,  but  this  river  is  too 
mgh  for  the  fly.  Scarcely  any  natural  flies  are  yet 
to  be  seen  on  the  water.  The  prospect  is  not  the 
best,  and  until  we  get  some  genial  weather  it  will 
not  be  favourable  for  fishing.  Flies  that  will  be 
useful :  February  Red,  Blue  Dun,  Cockwinged 
Dun,  March  Brown,  Cowdung  Fly,  and  Bumble!— 

UOTTEEEL. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — Last  week  we  had  a  fair  amount 
oi  ram,  consequently  most  of  our  rivers  have  been 
running  high  since  then,  and  there  have  been  high 
wmds  between  times.     Trout  fishing  is  slowly 
though  surely  improving.     In  Wenslydale  and 
bwaledale,  after  a  few  days'  decent  weather  we 
had    a    return    of   winterly  conditions,  and  as 
J.  look  westward  up  the  valley  of  the  Yore  all  the 
lulls  are  as  white  as  they  possibly  could  be  at  mid- 
winter, and  for  two  or  three  days  now  something 
worse  than  "  March-Higgs "  have  prevailed,  the 
wind  at  times  blowing  a  gale,  and  fierce  snow 
and   hail    storms   have    been    the   rule   for  a 
couple    of     days    now,    which    has  prevented 
many  anglers  turning  out,  but  those  who  have 
done  so  had  fair  sport,  considering  adverse  con- 
ditions   A  few  good  fish  have  been  caught  in  the 
Yore,  from  Hames  down  to  Masham.  Between 
here    and    Ripon    there    is  nothing    to  report 
as  ianfield  Association  opened  on  April  1,  and 
reports  are  not  to  hand  at  the  time  of  writing  On 
Saturday  (March  28)  a  few  anglers  were  out  on  the 
Ripon  lengths.    Mr.  J.  H.  R.  Bazley  had  a  little 
sport  amongst  the  trout  with  spinning  the  minnow 
on  the  "  Ariel  "  flight.    The  Swale  has  been  in  good 
ang  mg  trim  during  the  last  few  davs.  Last 
week-end  some  really   good    sport  was  experi- 
enced on  this   stream    close    to    Richmond  at 
the  falls,  also  in  the  Castle  Mill  dam.    In  the 
latter  water  over  fifty  fine  trout  were  caught, 
averaging  half  a  pound  each,  the  brothers  Metcalf 
navmg    a   combined    pannier    of  twenty-seven 
trout.    Jlr.  T.  J.  Wallace  also  caught  a  dozen. 
In  tne  district  of  Easeby,  ]Mr.  H.  L.  Fawcett, 
Messrs  Pearce,  Hall,  Edwards,  and  other  anglers 
have  found    sport   very    fair,   but    higher  up 
the  river   anglers  tell  me  they  have  only  had 
moderate  sport.     The  Aire  has  also  been  fishing 
fau'ly    well  m  the  upper  reaches,   and  baskets 
°  -4.^ twenty  trout  have  been  caught 
with    the    fly    and   minnow,  best    kUling  pat- 
terns    bemg     Spring    Black    and  Bradshaw's 
Wmter  Brown.    The  Wharfe  last  week-end  was 
running  fairly  high.    During  the  last  few  days  in 
the  waters  of  the  Leeds  Amalgamation  one  or  two 
decent  baskets  of  trout  have  been  got  with  the  fly 
Last  week  a  fair  number  of  rods  were  out  in 
the  district  of  Pool,  but  sport  was  only  mode- 
rate.   Mr.  Mawhood  got  a  couple  of  trout  with  fly 
Messrs.  Byrom,  Mallinson   and    Hepworth  have 
tared  the  best  amongst  the  bait-fishers.    Most  of 
the  angling  clubs  have  been  closed  for  trout  fishing 
until  April  1,  which  opened  out  with  a  bitter  cold 
piercmg  wind  from  the  north-west.    A  Mid-Wharfe 
angler  writes  to  say  it  has  been  snowing,  and  the 
windowpanes  are  white  with  snow,  prospects  are 
only  moderate.     Best  flies  are— Winter  Brown 
bpring  Black,  Snipe  and  Yellow,  Waterhen  Bloa, 
imselled  Orange  and  Yellow  Partridges  and  Millers 
Dark  Needle— John  E.  Milleb 


SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Beauly  and  Conon.— The  change  of  weather  has 
had  the  effect  of  bringing  the  Beauly  into  good 
angling  ply.    The  first  salmon  of  the  season  was 
creeled  by  Count  Potocki,  who,  fishing  the  Home 
Beat  of  the  Castle  waters  on  March  25,  had  a 
beautiful  clean-run  salmon  scaling  151b.    On  the 
same  date,  Hon.  Bernard  C.  Maxwell,  Farlie  Brae 
grassed  on  the  Beaufort  Castle  waters  ten  sea-trout 
aggregating  121b.     Fishing  the  Home  Beat  on 
March  26,  Hon.  B.  C.  Maxwell  landed  a  salmon 
scaling  81b.,  as  well  as  ten  sea-trout  aggregating 
lib.    On  March  27,  Hon.  B.  C.  Maxwell  had  f 
tresh-run  salmon,  carrying  tidal-lice,  on  the  Home 
^eat;  his  creel  also  contained  eight  sea-trout 
JJunng  the  week,  in  the  tidal  waters,  the  lessees  of 
Moniack  Castle  and  FarUe  Brae  landed  fifty-two 
sea-trout  aggregating  431b.    The  river  is  still  in 
good  fishmg  order,  but  the  weather  is  cold  with 
showers  of  snow.    Conon.— The  Conon  was  in  fair 
hshing  order  during  the  greater  part  of  last  week, 
but  the  weather  was  too  boisterous  and  cold  for 
anglers  to  stay  out  any  length  of  time.    On  the 
iSrahan  Castle  waters,   the  Fairburn,  Coul,  and 
iscatweli  beats,  since  last  reported,  ten  salmon, 
aggregatmg  671b.  (heaviest,  81b.),  as  weU  as  fifteen 
sea-trout,  weighing  161b.,  were  brought  to  basket. 
Jselow  the  Stone  Bridge,  local  anglers  privUeged  to 
go  out  troutmg  by  the  courtesy  of  Colonel  Stewart 
McKwizie,  of  Sealorth,  had  fair  creels  of  sea-trout. 


Border    Esk   and    Liddle.  —  Fishing  in  the 
Netherby  preserved  water  in  the  Boxes  pool  and 
Wilkin  s  pool,  below   Longtown,   Mr.   Carter,  of 
Sunderland,  anyd   three  other  rods  cauo-hfc  four 
spring  salmon,  141b.,  161b.,  17Ib.,  and  221b.  The 
very  cold  weather  has  not  favoured  yellow  trout 
angling  up  to  the  present.     In  the  Roost  pool 
above  Metal  Bridge,  Mr.  M.  Ferguson  landed  a 
salmon  of  101b.  ;  while  an  angler  staying  at  the 
V  u  ^®  hostelry  had  a  new-run  salmon  of 
1 51b.    Yellow  trout  are  now  commencing  to  provide 
sport  in  Liddle  water.  The  three  burn  trout  streams 
the  Ewes,  Tarras,  and  Wauchope,  are  full  of  yellow 
trout.    The  rivers  are  in  good  ply  for  angling  at 
time  of  writing. — Gii,nockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardg'ay,   IT.B.).  The 

temperature  has  been  very  low  here  of  late,  and 
the  weather  exceedingly  boisterous  with  alternating 
showers  of  hail,  snow,  and  rain,  so  that  angling 
with  any  degree  of  success  could  not  be  expected  ; 
nevertheless,  several  salmon  were  captured  On 
March  28,  Lord  Garioch,  Belleville  House,  Ardgay 
landed  a  salmon  of  131b.  on  Gledfield  water.' 
On  March  30,  Mr.  H.  W.  Rawlinson,  London, 
caught  an  8-pounder  on  Invercharron  water,  and  a 
local  angler  on  Lord  Garioch's  rod  had  one  of  8Hb. 
on  Gledfield  water.  Tuesday  was  very  stormy,  but 
lor  all  that  four  salmon  were  landed,  namely,  two 
weighmg  91b.  and  71b.  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Rawlinson, 
i^ondon,  on  the  Invercharron  water  ;  and  two  of 
131b.  and  81b.  by  local  anglers  fishing  for  Lord 

Garioch  on  the  Gledfield  waters.  B. 

Deveron  (Banifshire).— On  Mr.  Poi-ter's  fishings 
at  Marnoch  Lodge,  Mr.  Watt,  Huntly,  grassed  on 

March  31a  fresh-run  salmon  scaling  61b.  X. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland  (Bonarbridge,  N  B  )  — 
ihese  tidal  waters  have  been  fished  with  varying 
success  by  various  anglers,  including  Mr.  W  Urau- 
hart  (Tain),  Mr.  J.  MacLennan,  and  others,  but 
baskets  made  as  yet  cannot  be  called  satisfactory 
excepting  those  made  at  the  beginning  of  the  season 
by  Mr.  Urquhart  as  previously  reported.  The  salmon 
netters  commenced  operations  on  April  1,  but  results 
not  known.     On  Wednesday  morning  the  whole 
country  was  white  with  snow  down  to  sea  level.— B 
Loch  Ness  (Douglas  Hotel).— JMr.  R.  Hunt 
^^^"^^^  1'?  oiie  salmon  of  221b 
F/^^®'''  °^  ^'^^"^^^  26,  one  salmon,  141b 

^J'"'  5'  Cameron,  three  trout,  31b.  On  March  30, 
Mr.  D.  Munro,  two  salmon,  201b.  and  181b.— R  M 
Cameron. 

Loch  Ness   (Richmond  House).— Mr.  H.  W 

xVlacpherson  landed  three  salmon,  weighing  21  lb  " 
171b.,  and  61b.— John  M.  Aitchison. 

A  ^*'Sr  ?'?y,/^^"^*^  Hotel).— On  March  26,  Mr. 
A.  B  Mitchell,  Larkhall,  landed  one  salmon  of  201b 
On  March  27,  Mr.  A.  B.  Mitchell,  one,  161b  On 
March  28.  Mr.  Mitchell,  one,  181b.  On  March  30 
Mr.  Hodgson,  Ipswich,  one,  171b.  On  March  31 
boats  were  unable  to  get  out  owing  to  high  wind 
^t'Ik  P''^  ^'t*^t;  Carswell,  one,  201b. ;  Mr.  Pipe,  one, 
171b. — H.  J.  Knight. 

r.  ^1°^.  (rortingrall  Hotel).— On  March  23,  Mr 
C.  E.  M.  Russel),  Hythe,  had  a  salmon  of  151b  ■ 
Mr.  A.  G.  Campbell,  Richmond,  one,  171b  On 
March  28,  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  Richmond,  two,  81b 
and  141b.  On  March  30,  T.  Dewar,  fishing  Sir 
Donald  Curne  8  rod,  one,  171b.  On  March  31!  Mr 
A.  Or.  Campbell  had  a  fine  clean-run  fish  of  23ilb 
— R.  Stbwabt.  ^  ' 

Naver  (Bettyhill,via  Thurso,  N.B.).— Although 
the  sport  of  the  past  week  was  pretty  fair  as  sport 
goes  on  Highland  rivers  this  season,  it  showed  a 
falling  off  as  compared  with  the  previous  week,  but 
this  IS  easily  accounted  for  by  the  wretched  weather 
—spates,  gales  and   keen  frosts  in  turn  On 
March    20,    Mr.   Pike,    Syre    Lodge,  landed  a 
sahnon  on  beat  No.  4;   and  Captain  B    J  St 
George,   Skelpick    Lodge,  one,  on    beat  No.  5 
On  March  21,  Captain  B.   J.  St.  George  caught 
two  salmon  on  beat  No.  6.    On  March  23,  Mr  and 
Mrs.  Popham,  Syre  Lodge,  fished  beat  No.  6  ■  the 
former  landed  one  salmon  and  the  latter  lost  one  • 
Oapt.  B.  J.  St.  George  had  one  on  No.  1 ;  and  Mr 
Pike  a  fine  fish  weighing  over  201b.  on  beat  No  5 
On  March  24,  which  was  exceedingly  wet,  Mr 
Popham  landed  one  salmon  on  No.  6.  'On  March  25 
the  river  was  in  flood  and  quite  unflt  for  anglino-. 
On  March  26,  Mr.  Popham  fished  beats  2  and  3  and 
landed  one  salmon.    At  the  beginning  of  this  week 

the  weather  was  extremely  boisterous  and  cold.  B. 

North  of  Scotland.— Sport  is  now  vastly  im- 
proved, and  prospects  for  April  at  least  greatly  in 
the  ascendant.  On  the  Ballaher  water  on  Jlarch 
Sir  Ian  McKenzie's  keeper  had  the  second  fish 
of  the  season  of  91b.  On  the  Dennet  section  Messrs. 
GranviUe  and  Tyringham  last  week  landed  four 
fish  of  71b.,  161b.,  161b.  and  171b.  On  the 
Aboyne  reaches  some  fair  sport  is  now  being 
got  and  one  or  two  at  Dess  and  Kincardine 
Lodge.  Messrs.  King  and  Hare,  on  Potarch 
waters,    have    just   finished   their   season  with 


 :  '•  //  /.//■■  

something  liv^i^E^  fofirtfi  of  theii^  usual  catch.  On 
the  Inchmarlo,  Mr'.  ■atiil'Siiif  Lmna  have  finished 
their  season  with  al^out  forty-fii4  Ur  /fifty  fish  less 
than  half  the  usual  averu^e/,  j^ut  they  have  the 
record  for  the  stream,  such  as  it  is.  On  the  Invery, 
Mr.  R.  T.  H.  Doughty  had  three  fish  on  Nlarch  26, 
6ilb.,  6Jlb.,  and  121b.,  three  on  March  27  of  .51b., 
ulb.,  and  7^1b.,  and  one  of  61b.  on  March  2H,  making 
nine  fish  for  the  week  and  twenty-one  since  March  1. 
On  the  Durris  higher  section  Mr.  Meakin  had  one  on 
March  28,  but  weather  too  cold.  On  the  lower 
reaches  five  were  got  last  week  by  Mr.  Band's 
guests.  On  the  Park  waters,  Mr.  Rivero  had  some 
fish,  and  Messrs.  Chalmers  and  Cooper  had 
two  on  Culter.  On  the  tidal  reaches  good 
baskets  of  finnock  are  now  being  got.  On  Don, 
little  or  nothing  is  yet  being  done,  but  the  river  is 
now  in  good  volume,  and  sport  will  bo  rife  with 
warmer  weather.  On  the  Ytham,  Mr.  James  Hill, 
and  others  are  doing  well. — G.  M. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — In  common  with  other 
vaters  in  the  Northern  Highlands  the  state  of 
weather  and  water  went  against  angling.  During 
the  past  week  only  two  salmon  landed,  viz.,  on 
March  24,  Sir  Archibald  Orr-Ewing,  Bart.,  of 
Levenbank,"  Dinnbartonshire,  landed  a  salmon 
weighing  191b. ;  and  on  March  27,  Capt.  Barnes  had 
a  9-pounder.  The  rest  of  the  week,  including 
March  30,  blank.  Parties  out  on  March  31,  but 
results  not  to;hand. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — Since  last  week's  report 
rain  has  fallen  almost  daily  and  the  rivers  have 
been  swollen  to  an  unusually  high  level.  On  March  31 
another  big  flood  prevailed,  and  the  unsettled  con- 
ditions of  the  weather  will  hardly  permit  of  angling 
until  the  end  of  the  week.  The  Annan. — The  up 
and  down  state  of  the  waters  has  not  allowed  fly 
fishing  since  last  week's  report.  Odd  anglers  have 
been  out  with  spinning  lures  and  worm  bait,  but 
poor  sport  has  been  the  rule.  Captain  Ewart  had  a 
few  yellow  trout  with  worm  bait  in  the  lower  waters. 
No  sport  among  trout  is  probable  for  another  fort- 
night at  least.  The  temperature  is  very  cold  and 
the  river  full  of  melted  snow.  Keen  frost  prevailed 
on  March  30,  and  snow  and  sleet  fell  on  the  31st. 
The  higher  hills  are  white  with  snow.  The  Dum- 
fries NiTH.— This  river  is  in  flood  at  the  time  of 
ysTiting,  and  has  been  disturbed  all  the  week.  Sport 
is  at  a  low  ebb  at  present,  and  until  the  weather  is 
more  favourable  no  improvement  is  likely  to  take 
place.  The  Galloway  Rivers. — Nothing  has  been 
done  on  any  of  the  Stewartry  rivers,  which  have 
been  more  or  less  in  flood  for  about  a  week.  The 
Ayrshire  Lochs. — Wild,  stormy  weather,  quite 
imsuitable  for  angling,  and  no  anglers  are  venturing 
out  this  week. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — In  the  earlier  part  of  the 
week  high  gales  prevailed,  which  together  with  an 
unsettled  volume  of  water  made  anghng  difficult. 
On  Mr.  McCorquodale's  Tulchan  Lodge  water  only 
one  salmon  was  killed  for  the  week.  From  the 
Knockando  House  water,  on  March  25,  Mr.  John 
Shand,  gamekeeper,  landed  a  salmon  of  7^1b.,  and 
on  the  following  day  another  of  the  same  weight ; 
and  from  the  Carron  House  water,  on  March  25, 
Mr.  Grant,  fisherman,  had  one  also  of  7ilb. ;  while 
on  the  Laggan  House  (Carron)  water  (Colonel  S. 
Grant's),  on  March  25,  Mr.  H.  Cumming,  fisherman, 
had  one  of  61b.  On  the  Wester  Elchies  water,  on 
March  27,  Captain  Moon  killed  two  salmon  of  5lb. 
and  131b.  respectively;  and  on  Mr.  Peto'a  Rothes 
water,  on  March  23,  Mr.  J.  Stewart,  fisherman, 
had  one  of  61b.,  and  on  March  26  another  of  the 
same  weight.  From  the  Aikenway  House  portion 
of  the  Arndilly  water,  Mr.  J.  Dallas,  fisherman, 
landed  a  salmon  of  201b.  ;  and  from  the  Delfur 
water  (Lord  Methuen's),  for  the  week,  nine  salmon 
were  landed. — J.  M. 

Tay. — Owing  to  the  flooded  state  of  the  river 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  past  week  little  or  no 
sport  has  been  obtained.  Mr.  G.  Whitelaw's  boat- 
man killed  one  fish  of  161b.  on  the  Murthly  Castle 
water  on  March  27  ;  Mr.  A.  W.  Blyth  killed  one  fish 
of  1 71b.  on  Upper  Stanley  ;  and  Captain  Grant  one 
fish  of  21  Jib.  on  the  Luncarty  water.  Lord 
Tavistock  caught  one  fish,  16 Jib.,  on  Stobhall 
water,  on  March  28,  while  on  the  upper  reaches  the 
keeper,  fishing  for  Mr.  P.  M.  Coats,  on  the  Grand- 
tuUy  Castle  water,  landed  three  fish  of  201b.,  191b., 
and  161b.  on  March  24,  and  one  of  17Ib  on 
March  28.— A.  A. 

Thurso  and  Brora. — On  the  Tliurso,  Mr.  IMiller, 
on  Beat  6  on  March  21,  had  one  salmon,  171b.,  and 
on  Beat  7  on  March  27,  one,  171b. ;  Mr.  McNicol,on 
March  21,  had  two,  81b.  and  5lb.,  on  Beat  7;  Mr. 
Finlayson  had  one,  51b.,  on  March  21  on  Beat  3, 
one,  7^1b.,  on  Beat  6  on  March  23,  one,  151b.,  on 
Beat  5  on  March  24,  and  two,  171b.  and  241b.,  on 
March  27  on  Beat  6 ;  Mr.  Black  had  one,  71b.,  on 
Beat  5  on  March  21,  and  one,  101b.,  on  Beat  3  on 
March  23;  Mr.  Munro  had  one,  9lb.,  on  Beat  5  on 
March  28.  On  the  Brora,  on  Mr.  McCorquodale's 
rod,  two  fish  were  got  on  March  25,  one  on  March  26, 


268 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


April  4,  1908 


and  one  on  March  27;  oo  Major  uiirnell  Milne  s 
rod,  two  fish  oa,M.8l-ch  fe3,  six  on  March  24,  one  on 
March  25,  and  thrae  on^  Jfai^bh  27.  The  average 
weight  was  7  lb.  ilhe  rivers  were  very  high  on 
March  24  and  25,  but  are  now  in  good  order. — 
Ultima  Thulb. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
Just  after  posting  my  notes  to  you  last  week,  both 
the  Tweed  and  Teviot  came  away  in  full  flood,  the 
gauge  at  Kelso  Bridge  registering  a  flood  of  fully 
four  feet,  and  the  colour  of  the  streams  were  of  a 
beastly  greenish-blue,  showing  that  a  great  amount 
of  snow-water  was  in  both  rivers.  Since  then 
they  have  been  both  more  or  less  in  flood,  and  on 
March  31  the  gauge  again  showed  a  rise  of  four 
and  a  half  feet.  Sabnon  angling  has  not  been 
possible  for  more  than  a  week  past,  but  some 
anglers  have  had  fair  baskets  of  trout  with  minnow 
and  worm.  Mr.  Thomas  Bell,  fishing  in  the  Teviot 
during  the  month  of  March,  has  accounted  for 
581b.  of  grayUng,  many  of  them  being  lib.  in 
weight,  whUe  he  had  one  of  2  Jlb.  and  one  of  21b.  ; 
his  son  has  also  had  some  excellent  sport  with 
grayling  on  the  same  river,  accounting  for  271b., 
one  of  his  days  being  a  basket  of  141b.  On  the 
Tweed,  Mr.  James  Steel,  with  minnow,  at  the 
Cobble  Hole,  killed  half  a  dozen  fine  trout  which 
weighed  1  lb.  each,  besides  a  dozen  smaller  ones. 
The  previous  evening  M«  George  Fairbairn  had 
5Uh.  with  worm.  On  the  Tweed,  at  the  Bullet 
Loan  cast,  Mr.  George  Lamb  had  a  common  trout 
of  21b.  and  half  a  dozen  smaller  fish.  The  following 
are  the  salmon  takes  that  have  come  under  my 
notice  since  last  notes  :— On  the  Teviot,  Mr.  A.  G. 
Cameron  had  one  salmon  of  close  on  9lb.  On  the 
Ednam  House  water,  on  March  18,  INIr.  James  Tait 
got  one  of  71b.  On  the  Earl  of  Home's  Birgham 
water,  on  March  13,  Mr.  John  Scott  killed  a  brace 
weighing  71b.  and  81b  ;  on  March  16,  Mr.  William 
Forrest,  a  brace  of  61b.  and  7ilb. ;  on  March  18, 
Major  Henton Elliot,  one,  71b. ;  on  March  19,  Captain 
Douglas,  one,  71b.;  on  March  20,  Mr.  Tom  Scott, 
one,  5|lb.,  and  Mr.  John  Soott,  one,  41b.  ;  on 
March  23,  Mr.  George  Henderson,  one,  141b.  On 
the  Carham  water,  on  March  14,  Willie  Robson, 
fisherman,  killed  a  brace  of  salmon  weighing  61b. 
and  71b.  ;  on  March  1 6  he  had  a  couple  the  same 
weight;  on  March  17,  four,  5|lb.,  61b.,  61b.,  and 
71b.  ;  on  March  18  a  brace  of  81b.  and  51b.  ;  on 
March  18  one  of  91b. ;  and  on  March  23  he  had  five 
of  111b.,  91b.,  71b.,  61b.,  and  41b.  On  the  Wark 
water,  at  the  end  of  last  week,  J.  PauU,  fisherman, 
had  a  brace  of  61b.  and  7lb.,  while  Mr.  William 
Forrest  had  one  of  61b.  on  Saturday  last.  On  the 
Lees  water,  last  week,  three  salmon  were  killed,  but 
particulars  were  not  obtainable  ;  one  of  151b.,  how- 
ever, was  caught  by  Mr.  Mark  Johnstone.  The 
good  fishing  reported  from  the  Berwick  Tweed  net 
fishings  last  week  has  not  been  maintained,  and  all 
over  fish  have  been  very  scarce,  while  the  rising  of 
the  Tweed  has  put  a  stop  to  fishing  at  all  the 
stations.  Later  (April  1). — No  salmon  fishing  will 
be  had  till  the  end  of  the  week.  On  the  Cornhill 
water,  Mr.  McRay  had  three  salmon  of  9|-lb.,  81b., 
and  81b.  ;  Mr.  J.  R.  Wood,  on  the  same  water,  one, 
71b.  Mr.  Copperthwaite,  a  salmon  of  81b.  and  a 
sea- trout  of  41b.  Mr.  W.  Stoddart,  on  the  Till  river, 
has  had  fine  sport,  killing  three  salmon  of  71b.,  18lb., 
and  18 Jib.  On  Twizell  water,  Mr.  J.  Eaton,  81b.  of 
trout  with  worm ;  Mr.  J.  Edmondson,  on  Tweed 
Green,  4lb.  and  71b.  of  trout ;  Mr.  J.  Percy,  51b.  ; 
Mr.  A.  Macpherson,  six,  51b.  ;  Mr.  F.  Anderson, 
91b. ;  Mr.  J.  Mitchell,  61b.  ;  and  Mr.  M.  Townley, 
3ilb.,  all  with  worm. — Maxwheel. 

Tyne  (near  Haddington,  N.B.).— On  March  26, 
Mr.  T.  G.  Robb  had  seventeen  trout,  which  scaled 
just  a  very  little  under  61b.  Water  heavy,  as  usual, 
and  not  in  good  fly-fishing  order. — March  Bbown. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  and  Tributaries.— Heavy  rains,  sleet, 
snow  and  strong  northerly  winds  prevailed  over 
north-east  Ulster,  and  in  consequence  all  the  rivers 
that  discharge  into  Lough  Neagh  have  been  kept, 
save  for  short  periods,  running  in  flood,  and  the  fly 
could  not  be  much  used  since  the  season  opened. 
However,  during  the  intervals  the  water  was 
not  discoloured,  catches  of  trout  were  had  on 
the  upper  and  shallow  sections  of  the  Maine,  and 
its  tributaries,  Blackwater,  Ballinderry,  and 
Moyola.  The  Bann  continues  rising,  and  is  running 
one  foot  higher  than  at  any  time  during  the  past 
winter,  and  there  is  no  prospect  of  sport  save  on  the 
canal  at  Toome,  where  perch  are  more  plentiful 
than  at  any  period  during  the  past  twenty  years, 
and  anglers  are  obtaining  large  catches  on  the 
worm.  The  first  salmon  of  the  season  have  ascended 
the  river,  a  brace  having  been  seen  passing  over  the 
weir  at  liilrea,  below  which  there  is  a  shallow  rapid 
reach  on  which  fish  rest  for  a  time  in  the  spring 
when  the  river  is  full.  More  recently  cold  easterly 
winds  prevail,  the  water  is  discoloured,  and  the  hills 


of  Antrim  and  Derry  are  covered  with  snow. — 
Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  Lagan,  Crossgar, 
Sixmilewater,  and  Maine  have  been  high  for  the 
past  fortnight,  and  it  was  only  at  rare  intervals 
that  the  fly  could  be  used.  The  Crossgar  ran  down 
a  bit  on  March  27  and  28,  and  the  fly  could  be  used 
on  parts.  One  city  angler  got  three  trout,  heaviest 
21b.  3oz.,  and  another  angler  had  twenty-seven. 
Bait  fishers  hauled  in  piles  of  trout  on  the  smaller 
riv-ers,  four  to  two  dozen  being  common  baskets  on 
the  Glenavy,  Crumlin,  and  Clady. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  River  (co.  Cork). — Water  has  been 
very  flooded  and  unfishable  on  most  daj  s.  On  the 
Ballydufi  water,  Mr.  Burton,  tliree  salmon,  81b., 
101b.,  and  141b.,  and  Mr.  Goodeve,  one,  161b.  On 
MocoUop,  Mr.  Lucas,  one,  251b.,  and  Mr.  J.  O'Brien, 
one,  91b.  At  Lombardstown,  Colonel-  Longfield, 
two,  101b.  and  241b. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal).  —  Very  stormy 
weather  here  since  last  report,  yet  during  the  past 
few  days  Mr.  W.  F.  Beart  landed  four  fine  spring 
salmon' of  11  lb.,  12ilb.,  13ilb.,  and  161b.  The  river 
contains  a  good  stock  of  salmon  at  present,  but 
they  are  passing  through  the  high  flood  quickly 
into  Lough  Melvin. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

ISrne  (Ballyshanuon  and  Belleek). — The  Erne 
is  at  present  running  very  high,  yet  some  beautiful 
trout  are  being  caught  daily  between  Ballyshannon 
and  Belleek. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Killarney. — Sport  has  been  very  poor  both  at 
salmon  and  brown  trout,  but  the  weather  has 
generally  been  unfavourable,  and  the  waters  much 
discoloured  from  floods. — T.  J.  D. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork). — River  continues  high 
and  unsettled.  On  the  Fargus  Fishery,  Lieut. -Col. 
Curtis,  R.A.M.C.,  had  three  salmon,  111b.,  101b., 
81b.;  Mr.  S.  Haynes,  three,  18|lb.,  91b.,  7  Jlb. ; 
Major  Ward,  R.F.A.,  one,  101b. ;  and  Mr.  W.  B. 
Twist,  Durham  Light  Infantry,  a  magniflcent  fish 
of  22Jlb.  On  Mashonaglass  water,  Mrr  J.  Barry, 
two,  101b.,  71b.  On  William's  Hotel  water,  Mr. 
Smithson,  tliree,  22ilb.,  8|lb.,  7ilb.  ;  and  Mr.  J. 
O'Leary,  one,  111b.  On  Warren's  Court,  Hon. 
C.  H.  Lyster,  five,  71b.,  71b.,  81b.,  81b.,  91b.  On 
Nettle ville,  Hon.  Mr.  Powlett,  two,  6lb.,  81b.,  and 
Mr.  D.  Riordan,  six,  71b.,  81b.,  8|lb.,  91b.,  lOlb.,  101b. 
On  Oak  Grove,  Mr.  Godfrey  Pike,  three,  81b.,  91b., 
131b.  OnCronody,  Mr.  W.  Perrott,  two,  51b.,81b.  On 
Leehans,  Mr.  E.  Lyons,  one,  15lb.,  and  Mr.  M. 
Lyons,  one,  15 Jib.  On  Ashton,  Mr.  C.  W.  Ashe,  one, 
121b. ;  and  Capt.  Herrick,  one,  201b.  On  Carbery 
water,  Mr.  J.  Penrose  Hawkes,  one,  101b.  On 
Ballineaded,  Mr.  F.  McCarthy,  two,  61b.,  71b.— W. 
Haynes  and  Son. 

IiOug]i  Currane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
On  March  23,  Jim  J.  Sullivan,  four  salmon,  lOJlb., 
81b.,  7i-lb.,  and  6ilb.  On  March  24,  John  J. 
Sullivan,  one  salmon,  lOlb.,  and  a  brown  trout  of 
31b. ;  Stephen  T.  Huggard,  one  salmon,  9|lb.  On 
March  25,  Thomas  Sullivan,  one,  lOJlb.,  and  Jim  J. 
Sullivan,  one,  92lb.  On  March  26,  Con  Currane, 
two,  8|-lb.  and  81b.  Several  brown  trout  were  had 
by  anglers  trolling  for  salmon. — T.  J.  D. 

Mourne  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone). — 
The  Mourne  opened  on  April  1  with  the  water 
rather  high,  but  running  down,  and  in  a  day  or  two 
it  should  be  in  excellent  order  for  trout-fishing. 
—J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen,  Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Snow  and  rain  fell  here  during  the  past 
week,  which  put  the  river  and  loughs  in  flood.  It 
will  take  a  week's  fine  weather  to  put  them  in  fish- 
ing trim.  No  doubt  this  flood  will  bring  in  a  big 
number  of  fish  to  the  river  and  loughs. — Jim 
Heaens  &  Son. 

North  Kerry  Rivers. — All  these  waters  con- 
tinue in  high  flood,  and  are  still  rising  owing  to 
continued  rain. — T.  J.  D. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — We  have  again  to 
report  a  week  of  weather  most  adverse  to  anglers — 
stormy  and  wet.  The  water  has  again  risen,  but  is 
still  in  fiahable  condition.  Reports  from  some  of 
the  fisheries  mention  a  very  large  number  of  salmon 
being  seen.  On  Doonass  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams  killed 
three  salmon  of  281b.,  261b.,  and  9|lb.  On  New- 
garden,  Mr.  E.  Hammond,  four,  19|lb.,  ll^lb.,  191b., 
and  lOJlb.  On  Hermitage,  Mr.  S.  C.  Vansittart, 
one,  301b.  On  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham's  Castle  Fishery, 
Mr.  John  Enright,  two,  22 Jib.  and  36 Jib.,  and  the 
fishermen,  one,  32Jlb. — John  Eniught  and  Son. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (Mullingar). — 
It  is  rather  disheartening  to  write  a  fishery  or  any 
other  report  when  pne  has  nothing  of  interest  to 
communicate,  and  so  it  has  been  with  regard  to  the 
Westmeath  lakes  and  rivers  since  the  season 
opened.  The  weather  has  been  so  utterly 
unsuitable  for  angling,  that,  as  I  said  in 
a  previous  report,  no  angler,  except  one  liviag 
within  a  convenient  distance  of  lake  or  river,  would 
make  even  an  occasional  attempt  to  enjoy  a  bit  of 
sport.    It  has  been  a  succession  of  storms  with 


excessively  heavy  rain  'and  hail  showers,  with 
very  rare  intervals,  and  which  were  only  taken 
advantage  of  by  the  professional  poacher,  who,  il 
deeply  regret  to  say  have  been  doing  considerable 
injury  to  the  lakes.  This  is  done  at  night  by 
trammel  nets,  and '  the  Preservation  Society  are 
unable,  through  lack  of  funds,  to  stop  it.  On  one 
day  last  week  splendid  trout  could  be  bought 
in  any  number  in  Mullingar  from  61b.  to  11  lb. 
However,  there  is  still  an  abundant  supply,  and 
any  amount  of  anglers  may  come.  Four  immense 
lakes,  seven  miles  long  on  an  average,  all  in  a  straight 
line,  and  sport  unlimited. — ^T.  J.  W. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Plymouth. — The  grey  mullet  that  have  been 
giving  such  good  sport  during  the  last  few  weeks 
have  taken  themselves  off  for  some  reason,  and 
very  few  have  been  taken.  The  spring  pollack  are 
about,  but  are  now  to  be  found  at  the  usual  sunken 
rocks  only.  They  are  not  running  in  the  bays  yet. 
A  few  have  been  taken,  but  not  in  numbers  to 
induce  fishermen  to  go  after  them.  They  are  small 
as  yet,  the  larger  ones  not  having  made  their 
appearance.  A  small  number  of  bass  are  still  being 
taken  in  the  Hamoaze  and  also  near  the  Electrical 
Quay  in  Cattewater,  but  they  only  feed  at  night, 
and  the  weather  is  not  very  enticing  for  this  class 
of  work.  The  list  of  edible  fish  for  this  month  is 
mackerel,  pouting,  conger,  smelt,  thornback  ray, 
anchovy,  sprat,  dab,  turbot,  brill,  trout,  salmon, 
and  all  shellfish. — William  Heardbb  (B.S.A.S.). 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


On  Wednesday,  Mr.  W.  K.  Summers  in  the  chair, 
the  usual  business  was  transacted.  Attention  was 
called  by  Mr.  Pickup,  the  secretary,  to  the  various 
competitions  of  the  year.  The  dates  for  the  com- 
mittee cup  competitions  had  been  fixed  as  from 
July  1  to  Dec.  31.  Members  were  again  urged  to 
assist  the  entertainment  committee  in  their  prepara- 
tion of  the  programme  of  the  coming  season  by 
suggestions  of  suitable  subjects,  and  by  offers  to 
contribute  papers. 

For  the  society's  museum  they  were  also  requested 
to  send  up  specimens  to  the  secretary  at  head- 
quarters, even  small  ones,  typical  ones  up  to  nine 
inches,  and  even  fine  specimens  of  ordinary  fish 
would  prove  very  useful  to  replace  some  of  those 
now  becoming  ancient. 

The  alleged  interference  by  torpedo  practice  on 
the  south  coast  with  the  breeding  grounds  of  fish 
was  brought  forward  by  members  and  discussed. 
Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  urged  members  as  observers 
to  get  at  and  record  facts,  otherwise  any  attempt 
at  a  remedy  would  prove  to  be  futile. 

Mr.  Bates  opened  the  subject  of  the  evening, 
"  Photography  for  Sea  Anglers."  Sea-angler  he  is, 
and  like  most  sportsmen  always  wished  to  preserve 
records  of  his  experience.  As  a  photographer  h© 
declared  he  would  not  pose ;  but  he  had  taken 
useful  ones,  and  explained  to  the  members  the 
modus  operandi,  preceding  his  remarks  by  a  succinct 
history  of  the  art. 

Mr.  Baskin  followed,  and  evidently  his  experience 
had  been  both  scientific  and  practical,  and  he  illus- 
trated his  remarks  by  many  specimens  of  lenses, 
cameras,  and  other  implements.  First,  said  he,  get 
a  good  lens,  and  follow  up  with  a  good  shutter,  the 
focal  plain  shutter  being  the  best.  The  reflex 
camera  he  thought  was  the  best.  A  magazine 
attachment  was  most  useful,  and  he  decidedly 
recommended  the  reflex  camera.  The  "  Sander- 
son "  he  thought  to  be  the  best. 

The  "  Ticker  "  was  a  very  neat  and  compendious 
instrument — he  showed  a  specimen,  not  yet  on  the 
market,  but  coming  out  shortly.  A  good  one  will 
only  cost  half  a  guinea.  It  produced  negatives  the 
size  of  al  postage  [stamp,  but  readily  enlargeable. 
Messrs.  Jack  Reay,  Nickels  Boyton,  Waller,  Nigel, 
Stuart,  Bass  and  the  chairman  added  largely  to  the 
interest  of  the  discussion  which  ensued. 

Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  asked  for  information  as  to  the 
progress  of  colour  photography,  for,  as  he  said,  we 
have  plenty  of  exact  portrayals  of  shape  and  shade 
of  most  fish  caught,  but  we  did  want  to  conserve 
the  colours  of  thefiah  caught,  and  that  when  caught, 
so  evanescent  were  they.  Replies  to  inquiries  from 
the  experts  present  were  not  assuring  as  to  the 
immediate  prospects  of  colour  photography  in  this 
relationship. 

Mr.  Baskin's  replies  to  questions  were  much  to 
the  point  and  well  received.  Thanks  were  awarded 
to  the  chairman  and  both  openers. 

There  are  many  photographic  records  of  great 
interest  in.the  society's  archives. 

Next  Wednesday  Mr.  Pickup  will  introduce  as  a 
subject,  "The  Compleat  Sea- Angler."         H.  P. 
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Jlssociafions,  cfc. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  jjost. 

Anglers'  Association. 

The  General  Committee  will  meet  on  Monday- 
next,  April  6,  at  8.30  p.m.— R.  G.Woodruff. 
Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

Jlr.  Starr  presided  at  the  usual  weekly  meeting 
on  Wednesday,  March  25,  when  two  new  members 
were  elected  and  two  more  proposed.  The  final  tie 
for  the  Club  Cup  was  fished  on  Sunday  last,  when 
Mr.  Loudonsack  won,  having  a  nice  show  of  chub 
and  roach.  Mr.  Quelch  had,  seventeen  roach  weigh- 
mg  12Ib.,  Mr.  Yarham  roach,  and  Mr.  Sage  chub 
and  roach,  all  from  Harefield.  Trout  are  coming 
on  well ;  several  taken  and  returned  last  week.— 
H.  W.  S. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
As  expected,  the  smoking  concert  held  at  Mason's 
Hall  on  Tuesday,  March  31,  was  a  tremendous 
success,  the  grand  attendance  and  the  immense  pro- 
gramme leaving  nothing  to  be  desired.  Unfortu- 
nately, Mr.  Councillor  Harris  was  unable  to  preside 
through  indisposition  ;  however,  the  chair  was  very 
ably  occupied   by  Mr.  T.   GUbert,  whose  genial 
presence   and  urbanity   conduced  much  to  the 
evening's  success.    Mr.  A.  G.  Merritt— most  inde- 
fatigable as  musical    conductor  —  had  provided 
a  splendidly  varied  and  choice  programme,  which 
from    start    to    finish    was    got    through  very 
successfully.    The  entertainment  commenced  with 
the  toast  of  "  The  King,"  given  by  the  chairman, 
and  a  fine  overture  by  Mr.  Wilcock — a  very  efficient 
accompanist — followed  by  a  song,  "Marie,"  well 
sung  by  Mr.  J.  N.  Still.    Thereafter  foUowed  a 
lengthy  programme,  every  item  good,  and  many 
super-excellent.  Miss  Lucie  Grant  was  very  success- 
ful;  so  also  was  Miss  Daisy  Howard,  with  two 
pretty  ballads  charmingly  given;  whilst  the  "Ariel 
Quartette  Party,"  at  intervals,  gave  various  glees, 
part-songs,   etc.,   in    most  superb    style — so  fine 
were  these  delightful  items  that  by  themselves 
they  would  mean  success  to  any  entertainment. 
The  humorous  portion  of  the  programme  was  very 
strongly  supported,  and  character  songs,  recitations, 
burlesque  lectures,   etc.,  from  Messrs.  Brandon, 
Leonard    Buckingham,    Will    Freeborn,  Robert 
Stanley,  Pain,  Swain,  and  Starkey  were  all  most 
effective,  and  each  of  these  gentlemen  provided 
delightful  items  that  were  all  immensely  appre- 
ciated; whilst  instrumentally,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall, 
with  choice  pieces  for  "'cello"  -and  piano",  were 
beyond  criticism.    Toasts  of  the  "C.L.P.S.,"  "The 
Chairman,"   "The  Artistes,"  and  "The  Musical 
Conductor  "  (Mr.  Merritt)  were  all  fully  honoured, 
Mr.  Clark  pleasantly  replying  for  the  C.L.P.S.,  and 
Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  ("  Dragnet ")  for  the  artistes. 
The  National  Anthem  concluded  this  most  success- 
ful entertainment. — Hon.  Sec. 

Clarence  Angling  Society. 
All  officers,  especially  members  selected  as  stewards 
of  the  Dinner  Committee,  are  requested  to  attend 
headquarters  on  Tuesday  next  at  9  o'clock  sharp 
for  important  business.  To  avoid  clashing  with  other 
important  business  the  date  of  the  first  annual  dinner 
has  been  altered  to  Tuesday,  May  5.  Will  all 
members  and  friends  kindly  take  note  of  this  altera- 
tion. Tickets  are  now  ready,  and  may  be  had  of 
secretary  upon  application.  Mr.  D.  Curtis  (presi- 
dent) has  promised  to  preside  at  dinner  and 
concert  as  above. — W.  J.  Carter,  Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
A  very    pleasant    evening,    under    the  genial 
guidance    of  Mr.    P.   W.    Salmond,    was  spent 
on    Tuesda,y    evening   last.     Several  members 
were  at   Chesham    on    Saturday    last,    not  for 
fishing  purposes,    but  to   assist  in  placing  200 
yearling  trout  from  the  Chess  River  Trout  Farm 
m  the  nursery.    Mr.  Peart's  manager  was  present' 
and  was  of  the  opinion  that  they  would  do  well 
there.     The    Gresham  water  opened    for  trout 
fishing  on  Aprill,  and  several  members  expressed 
their   mtention    of    going    down  on    that  dav 
It   has    been    agreed    to    postpone    the  dinner 
at   the   Black    Horse    to    Saturday,    April  25 
The  annual  dinner  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  on 
luesday  next  promises  to  be  a  success.  Members 
who  have  not  applied  for  tickets  can  do  so  up  to 
Monday  morning,  April  6.    A  few  good  fish  were 
taken  last  week-end,  Messrs.  Gray  and  Gill  being 
the  successful  captors.    Members  should  keen  in 
mind  the  exhibition  of  fly-fishing  materials  on 
Tuesday,  April  14.    Friends  from  other  societies 
•will  be  welcomed. — Hon.  Sec. 

Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association 
On  Saturday,  March  28,  1100  year-old  fario 
arrived  from  Bibury  Fishery,  Gloucestershire,  in 
the  pmk  of  condition.     Thanks  to  the  Midland 


Railway  Company,  who  paid  the  strictest  attention 
to  them  in  transit,  not  one  was  lost.  A  portion  of 
them  was  turned  into  the  river  above  Matlock 
Bridge,  and  the  remainder  below  Cromford,  the 
operation  being  superintended  by  Mr.  Hy.  Cooper, 
hon.  sec,  assisted  by  Messrs.  A.  Pearson,  W.  J. 
Hare,  J.  Clay,  A.  E.  Coates,  and  others  of  the  com- 
mittee. The  association's  water  is  now  well  stocked 
with  fish  from  one  to  four  years  old.  The  prospect 
for  sport  should  be  of  the  best. — J.  H. 


YARE  AND  BURE  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  above  Society  was 
held  at  the  Bell  Hotel,  Norwich,  on  Monday 
'^^^'^^  30,  under  the  chairmanship  of 
Mr.  Edward  Boning,  of  Yarmouth.  The  financial 
statement  was  presented  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Rudd,  the 
secretary  This  showed  that  the  year  was  started 
with  a  balance  m  hand  of  £24  1 73.  2d.  Subscriptions 
and  donations  amounted  to  £103  2s.  Od ,  while 
other  sums  brought  the  income  for  the  year  up  to 
£137  Is.  lOd.  The  work  of  the  year  entailed  an 
expenditure  of  £123  8s.  9d.,  thus  leaving  a  balance 
m  hand  of  £13  13s.  Id.  The  report  was  adopted, 
ihe  secretary  next  submitted  the  report,  which 
stated:— "Sport  on  the  waters  under  the  society's 
jurisdiction  was  not  good  during  the  year 
owing  doubtless  to  the  wet  and  cold  summer 
but  that  the  head  of  fish  in  both  the  Yare 
and  the  Bure  is  as  great  as  ever  is  quite 
evident.  That  the  preservation  of  the  fish  in 
the  rivers  haa  a  good  effect  on  the  neighbouring 
broads  and  vice  versa  is  evidenced  by  the  enor- 
mous catch  of  pike  taken  in  February  on  a 
J°olu  *he  Bure.  which  contained  fish 

of  271b..   201b.,   171b.,    151b.   and    UUh.  Ma'or 
Jary  of   South  Walsham,  having  obtained  per- 
mission from  the   Board  of  Conservators  of  the 
Norfolk    and    Suffolk    Fisheries    to    net  South 
Walsham  Broad  under    the  superintendence  of 
the  secretary  and  bailiff  of  the  Yare  and  Bure 
Preservation    Society,   your    secretary    and  the 
bailiff  went  over    on  October    7.     Major  Jarv 
employed  some  Breydon  smelt  netters,  who  used 
a  net  belonging  to  the  major,  and  also  their  own 
nets,  but  although  they  dragged  the  broad  several 
times  they  only  succeeded  in  netting  a  few  verv 
small  bream  and  roach.    It  was  quite  evident  that 
It  IS  almost  impossible  to  net  our  broads  owing  to 
the  depth  of  the  mud  and  the  foulness  of  the 
bottom   as  not  a  single  draught  of  the  net  was 
completed  successfully.    Either  it  stuck  fast  in  the 
mud  or  got  caught  on  a  snag  and  had  to  be  lifted 
when  the  enclosed  fish  made  good  their  escape.  With 
"■^Tl^i®  ,^        proposed  dose  time  for  Norfolk 
and  Suffolk,  and  a  standard  size  of  fish  to  be  re- 
tamed  by  anglers,  a  meeting  of  angling  club  dele- 
gates was  held  at  the  Bell  Hotel  on  Oct.  25  1907 
After  some    amount    of  discussion,  a  vote  on 
both  questions  was  taken,  the  majority  being  in 
favour  of  a  close   time  and  a  standard.    It  a 
subsequent  meeting  your  committee  determined 
to  approach  the  Board    of  Conservators  with  a 
view  to  obtaining  a  suitable  close  time  for  Norfolk 
'  u  ,  ^  i™^!  suggested  being :  Pike  and  perch, 
March  15  to  May  14,  both  days  inclusive;  bream 
roach  rudd,  dace,  tench,  and  carp.  May  1  to  June  30, 
both  days  inclusive  :  and  the  following  standard  of 
fish      River  Yare,  pike  ISin.,  bream  9in.,  roach  7in  • 
River  Bure,  pike  18in.,  bream  Sin. ,  roach  6in. ;  all 
other  waters  as  on  the  Yare.    At  a  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Conservators,  held  at  the   Shire  Hall 
Norwich,   on  Feb.  22,   your  secretary  moved  a 
resolution    -That    the    Board    of  Conservators 
request  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
to  send  an  inspector  to  hold  an  inquiry  as  to  a 
close  time,  standard  size  of  fish,  regulation  of 
weed-cuttmg,  and  the  raising  of  funds  necessary 
for  the  carrying  on  of  the  work   of  preserving 
the  freshwater  fisheries  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  ' 
ihis    w^    carried,    and    the    secretary    to  the 
Board  of  Conservators  has  submitted  the  reso- 
lution to  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries, 
^  that  It  IS  hoped  that  the  time  i,  not  far  distant 
when  the  waters  of  the  two  counties  will  receive 
the  greater  protection  which  these  measures  will 
give.  ' 

commenting  on  the  close  season, 
said  he  should  like  to  see  the  time  that  was 
suggested  lengthened.  He  did  not  see  why  the 
pike  season  should  commence  in  May  as  the 
fish  were  not  in  condition  then.  In  all  other 
parts  of  the  country  the  close  time  was  from 
May  15  to  June  15.  June  15  was  quite 
early  enough  to  go  fishing  for  pike;  in  fact 
anglers  did  not  go  for  pike  at  all  then,  but  general^ 

both  filthy  and  ravenous.  If  there  was  one  close 
time  for  all  classes  of  fish,  he  thought  things  would 
work  more  harmoniously.  vv^-uiu 


 ^   /  /  /   

Another  mor^hiiti  Ml  ia.  with' trie  last  speaker's 
sugtrestions.     '        '  •  i  t  )  1)1  i,  , 

Mr.  Rudd  said  thatj  with  r^gfera  *o/  f.\^  /suggested 
times  for  the  protection'of/fi^fi  ityas  at  hht  mooted 
that  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  should  Ino  brought  under 
the  Mundella  Act.  They  had  received  a  letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  Bolton  Angling  Federation,  the 
members  of  which  proposed  visiting  the  county  at 
Easter,  asking  the  society  if  they  would  join  the 
Bolton  Federation  with  a  view  of  approaching  the 
Board  of  Fisheries  to  alter  the  Mundella  Act.  Then 
the  Norwich  angling  clubs  were  agitating  and  bring- 
ing great  pressure  to  bear  upon  the  society,  and 
had  even  approached  the  member  of  Parliamont, 
for  a  shorter  close  time.  The  committee  threw' 
out  the  suggestions  they  did  with  the  idea  of 
meeting  all  parties.  They  considered  that  the  close 
time  should  be  when  the  fish  were  on  the  point 
and  when  they  were  spawning,  and  that  they 
should  have  time  to  get  fit  again.  Their  suggestion 
were  only  tentative.  If  the  Inspector,  when  ho 
visited  them,  said,  "  Why  don't  you  come  under  the 
Mundella  Act?"  they  would  be  only  too  pleased 
to  do  it.  Their  object  was  to  preserve  the  fish 
for  the  greatest  good  for  the  greatest  number. 
He  was  extremely  grieved  that  they  could  not 
get  any  powers  to  call  upon  the  County  Couniril 
to  provide  funds  for  the  protection  of  the 
Broads  and  the  rivers.  As  soon  as  possible  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  executive  to  draft  a  scheme 
with  a  view  to  promoting  a  Bill  in  Parliament, 
whilst  they  would  require  all  the  evidence  they 
could  get  when  the  inspector  came  down. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Harrison,  seconded  by  Mr. 
W.  Boning,  the  committee's  report  was  approved 

On  the  pro  position  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Dakin,  seconded 
by  Mr.  B.  B.  Morgan,  Mr.  Charles  Daniels  was 
elected  president. 

Mr.  E.  J.  Caley  was  appointed  vice-president; 
Mr.  Geoffrey  Buxton  treasurer;  jVIr.  E.  Reeve 
honorary  solicitor ;  and  Mr.  A.  J.  Rudd  secretarv 
The  secretary's  services  were  highly"'eulogised,  "a 
strong  opinion  being  expressed  that  no  better  gen- 
tleman could  be  secured  to  fill  the  office. 

Mr.  E.  Boning  was  selected  as  the  Yarmouth 
representative  to  the  society. 

The  committee  was  re-elected,  vdth  the  addition 
of  Messrs.  W.  Johnson,  C.  J.  Brown,  W.  Boning 
and  W.  Wolverton. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Aldis  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Dakin  were  re- 
appointed auditors. — Eastern  Daily  Press. 


NEW  PISCATOEIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,   Patent  Agents, 

55  and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. :  

22303.  Fishing  Reels.  E.  E.  Kleinschmidt  '>31 
Greenwich-street,  New  York,  U.S.A.  Compri'ses  a 
fishing  reel  m  which  the  hne  spool  can  rotate 
independently  of  the  gear-wheels  without  throwing 
any  of  the  latter  out  of  disengagement,  and  the  line 
spool  and  gearing  can  continue  to  rotate  under 
their  own  inertia  after  the  spring  has  become 
unwound  without  throwing  strain  upon  the  latter 
To  effect  the  first  object,  the  spool  is  mounted 
betv^een  two  friction  discs,  so  that  it  normally 
rotates  with  them,  but  can  rotate  independently 
when  the  line  is  under  excessive  strain.  The  discs 
are  driven  from  the  rotatable  spindle  through 
suitable  gearing,  and  the  spindle  is  dri^'en  from  the 
spring  by  means  of  a  loose  sleeve,  whicii  is  attached 
to  one  end  of  the  spring  and  connected  to  the 

ff/w  ^  ""^^"^  f  P'"".  P^^^'"g  through  the 
latter.  The  pin  rests  in  a  slot  in  the  end  Sf  the 
s'eeve  formed  by  two  cam-surfaces,  so  that  it  can 
rotate  independently  of  the  sleeve  in  one  direction 
thus  effecting  the  second  object  referred  to  above' 
Ihe  spring  is  carried  in  a  casing,  to  which  the  can 
IS  fixed,  and  is  prevented  from  rotating  in  one 

mTt  °iv^^  '^^^"^^^  ^'^•i  pawl  arrange- 

\-  1^.^°.*'-®  ^P""S  IS  being  wound  up,  the 
^Poonoo^'''i^^'^*''"'''''y      ^^'^"S  °f  the  brake. 

22923.    Fishing     W.  J.  Loncaster,  8,  Pelgra^•e 
Terrace,  Rosamond-street,  R.  H.  Gale,  5,  Shaw- 
street,  Holderness-road,  and  W.  J.  F.'eming.  Laurel 
\  illa,  Hedon-road,  all  in  Kingston-upon-Hull  Tho 
rollers  or  bobbms  used  for  protecting  the  ground 
ropes  of  trawl-nets  are  replaced  by  discs  shod  with 
metal  tyres,  and  having  boss-like  projections  at 
each  side.     A  cross-section  of  one  form  of  the 
device  in  which  four  semi-circular  pieces  of  wood 
are  bolted  together  to  form  the  disc,  which  is 
shod  with  metal  tyres.     The  bosses  are  formed 
with  grooves,  by  which  the  lashings  connecting 
the  ground-rope  to  the  balch-rope  \re  attached 
A\rought-iron  bushes  are  fitted  to  the  parts  in  orde^ 
to  take  the  wear  of  the  wire  rope.    In  other  forms 
the  disc  may  be  made  in  one  piece  either  of  wood 
or  of  metal,  or  it  may  be  built  up  of  alternate  metal 
and  wooden  discs,  m  which  case  the  metal  tvTe 
may  be  dispensed  with.  ^ 


270 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


April  4,  1908 


2/3, 


14  -,  15;9,  17/6,  19/3,  &c. 


SUIT  LENGTHS 


Homespun  " 


Variety  of  Shades ;  Pure  Wool :  unexcelled  for  Style  and  Hard  Wear. 


Fop  angling,  SHOOTING,  and  GOLFING 
SUITS  and  COSTUMES  any  of  the  cloths 
can  now  be  supplied  EXTRA  SHRUNK  and 
RAINPROOFED  at  a   small   extra  charge. 

When  treated  bv  this  process  (which  renders  them  rain  but  not  air 
proof,  and   ENTIRELY  OBVIATES    SHRINKING)  the 

Bantry  Tweeds  form  ideal  materials  for  these  purposes  as  well  as 
for  General  wear.   

Patterns  free  from  THOMAS  COPITHORNE,  Bantry,  Ireland. 


4  Leading  Specialities  for 
the  Season, 

GREGSON'S  PATENT  SPRING  CLASP,  for  fishing  rod  joints' 
will  save  you  endless  trouble  and  anxiety.  By  the  use  of  these  clasps 
the  joints  cannot  turn,  the  rings  are  always  in  a  straight  line,  and  the 
joints  cannot  come  out.  Simple  to  fit.  //-  per  set,  post  free,  or  send 
us  your  rod  with  postal  order,  value  1/6,  and  we  will  fit  the  clasps  and 
return  by  next  post. 

GREGSON'S  2-PIEGE  TAKE-DOWN  NET  STAFF,  with  the 

patent  clasp,  is  ahead  of  all  others  ;  well  finished,  and  only  occupies  half 

the  room  of  others.    4-/6,  post  free. 
GREGSON'S  COLLAPSIBLE  LANDING  NET,  the  best  and  only  net 

of  this  description  on  the  market.  12/6  complete.  Salmon  size,  17 /6m 
THE  GREGSON  BAG,  suitable  for  anglers,  shooters,  cyclists,  tourists,  and 

aU  sportsmen,  post  free,  2/" 

GREGSON  &  CO.,  Fishing  Tackle  Makers, 

BLACKBURlSr.  Tel.  0828. 


^^'^^  Smoke 


COUNTRY  LIFE 

Cigarettes 


10  for  3d. 


PURE  VIRGINIA  TOBACCO. 


Manufactured  by  the  Proprietors  of 

"COUNTRY  LIFE"  SMOKING  MIXTURE, 

John  Player  and  Sons,  Nottingham. 


ROBERT  TURNBULL, 

Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Manufacturer, 
10  &  12,   HANOVER   street,  Edinburgh. 


FINEST  SELECTION  IN  THE  WORLD  OF 
RODS  AND  TACKLE  FOR  ANY  WATER, 

Everything  fresh  and  up-to-date. 
Quality-THE  BEST.  Prices-RIGHT. 

ANGLERS  WOULD  DO  WELL  TO  ORDER  NOW. 


Telegrams,  "Tackle,  Edinburgh." 


CATALOGUES  FREE. 


BEWARE 


of  People  assuming:  and  trading  in  tlie  name 
of  Og^den.  AVOID  disappointment  by 
dealing  at  the  old-established  shop. 


JAMES  OGDEN 


DORHAM  RAHGER 


PRACTICAL  ANGLER,  AND  MANUFACTURER  OF 
EVERY  DESCRIPTION  OF  FISHING  TACKLE. 


Maker  of  High-class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  Rods. 


JesK  Seat 


The  Best  and  most  Artistic  Fly  Dressers  known  are  in  the  employ  of  JAMES  OGDEN. 

Jas.  Ogden's  "Multiiin  in  Parvo"  Fly  Rod,  21/- 

A  BETTER  FLY  ROD  IS  BEYOND  THE  ART  OF  ROD  MAKING.   SENT  ON  APPROVAL  FOR  INSPECTION. 

IMPORTANT  CAUTION. 

The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  Fishing  Tackle  Business 

Telephone  27YS.  in    Cheltenham,  Telegrams:  "James  Ogden." 
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ilofcs  from  ifje  ilodl). 

The  rivers  are  still  getting  bigger  and  bigger. 
The  rise  has  been  thorough,  and  the  results  will  be 
all  the  more  satisfactory  for  the  later  spring. 

A  second  race  of  anglers  comes  with  the  advent 
of  April,  and  trout  angling  gets  its  real  first  innings 
— the  March  trials  being  mostly  maiden  overs. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laing  have  been  very  successful, 
comparatively  speaking,  on  the  Inchmarlo  Dee 
water.  They  had  five  on  Friday,  five  on  Saturday, 
and  five  on  Monday,  fifteen  for  three  days  out. 

The  second  fish  of  the  season  was  got  on  the 
( ;ienmuick  water  on  March  2(i.  They  have  been 
very  scarce.  However,  since  then  sport  has  been 
more  satisfactory. 


an(;ll\g  association  for 
llanrwst. 

A  PUBLIC  meeting  was  held  at  the  Town  Hall, 
Llanrwst,  on  Monday  evening  (March  30),  when  it 
was  decided  to  form  an  angling  association  for 
Llanrwst  and  Trefriw.  It  was  further  decided  to 
approach  the  town  council  with  the  view  of 
renting  the  Crafnant  Lake  to  the  association. 

J.  R.  Chambers. 


The  Balmoral  water  has  yielded  a  good  few 
salmon.  Mr.  Michie,  H.M.  Commissioner,  and  the 
Royal  keepers  are  daily  sampling  the  reaches  in 
\  iew  of  a  visit  of  the  Prince  of  Wales. 


The  Cupar  Eden  Angling  Club  had  its  annual 
meeting  last  week  under  the  presidency  of  Mr. 
William  Honeyman,   of  Craigmore,   when  office 
bearers  were  elected  and  fixtvires  arranged. 

The  North  and  South  Esks  are  now  yielding  a 
few  salmon  and  better  finnock  angling  since  the 
recent  fill.  Mr.  Coutts,  inspector,  Montrose,  or  the 
Messrs.  Johnston  will  give  all  information. 

Mr.  Andrew  Murray  is  having  a  good  time  of  it 
on  the  Ugie,  where  there  is  an  extra  run  of  firmock 
and  an  early  rise  of  March  Browns.  The  Ugie  is 
open  for  eight  miles  to  30s.  ticket-holders,  and  this 
for  a  whole  month,  either  April  or  May.  It  can  also 
be  fished  for  10s.  a  week. 


The  Fiddoch  at  Dufftown,  Banff,  is  yielding  some 
capital  sport,  better  than  for  years  back.  Last  fall 
the  mouth  got  a  much-needed  clean  out,  and  so 
more  fish  now  get  into  it.  Yellow  trout  of  21b.  and 
ii\'er  are  quite  common  and  quite  plentiful. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Clyne  and  Mr.  Davidson  have  been 
makmg  excellent  baskets  on  the  Ythan  tidal  of 
finnock  and  sea-trout,  chiefly  to  the  Devon  and  fly. 

The  Deveron  will  now  be  worth  looking  at,  and 
those  thinking  of  going  to  Huntly  should  write 
the  Secretary.  Huntly  Committee,  Huntly,  N.B.,' 
for  printed  circular.  Special  Scotch.  ' 


PERTH  AXGLERS'  CLUB. 

The  fifty-third  annual  general  meeting  of  the 
Perth  Anglers'  Club  was  held  on  Monday,  March  23, 
at    26,    Scott-street,    Mr.  Adam    Conacher,  presi- 
dent, in  the  chair.    The  secretary  submitted  his 
annual  statement  of  accounts  and  reports  of  the 
various  competitions  that  had  taken  place  during 
the  past  year,  showing  the  club  to  be  in  a  flourishing 
condition.    The  prizes  gained  by  the  members  at 
the  competitions,  amounting  to  £1.5  7s.,  were  dis- 
tributed.   Office-bearers  for  the  ensuing  year  were 
elected  as  follows  : — Patron,  Rt.  Hon.  tlie  Earl  of 
Mansfield  ;   president,  Mr.  Adam  Conacher  ;  vice- 
president,    Mr.    Robert    Butter  ;     secretary  and 
treasurer,     Mr.     P.     D.    Malloch ;     Council  of 
Manegement,     Messrs.     Geo.     Muirhead,  James 
Hutchison,    David    Hunter,  R.  B.    Smith,  Alex. 
McGregor,    Jas.    J.    Donald,    Robert    D.  Bell, 
and  Percy  Brydson.      The  competitions  for  the 
ensuing  year  were  fixed  as  follows  : — Loch  Leven 
Competitions  :      First,     Wednesday.     April     22 ; 
second,  Wednesday,  May  20  ;   and  third,  Wednes- 
day. August   19.    Joint  Competition  (Perth  and 
Perthshire  angling  clubs  for  Challenge  Cup),  Monday, 
August  24.     Stream  Competitions,  first  (Tay  and 
Earn),  Saturday,  May  2  ;   second  (open),  Wednes- 
day,  June    17.      The  following  gentlemen  were 
elected  members  of  the  club  : — Mr.  Peter  W.  Camp- 
bell, Muirton  Bank  ;  Mr.  H.  J.  Bell,  C.E.,  Charlotte- 
street  ;   Mr.  Robert  Pinkerton,  solicitor  ;   and  Mr. 
Andrew  Anderson,  26,  Scott-street.  A.  A. 


 ^  t  7  /  ■  

it.  It  was  not/t|i|(?  for  the  bailiffs  to  say  he  kic  ked 
the  fish.  He  nev^i'  kili/'^  f»>litipn  in  this  manner 
If  he  had  intended  to  kill*  tlAd  /flsU  /l)e  would 
have  knocked  it  oSn  'the  ,1i^ad  with  '  his  gaff, 
as  he  had  a  gaff  in  his  b^g.  In  his  long 
experience  he  had  never  been  charged  with  taking 
a  fish  other  than  by  fair  means.  A  number  of 
well-known  Moffat  gentlemen  gave  e\adence  as  to 
the  highly-respectable  position  held  by  Mr.  Hullett, 
who  was  known  to  bo  a  thorough  sportsman.  The 
Sheriff  said  it  was  seldom  he  got  clearer  or  more 
concise  evidence  than  that  given  by  the  two 
watcher.«,  and  he  was  not  prepared  to  disbelieve 
their  evidence.  Accused  would  have  to  pay  a  fine 
of  £3  Is.  4d.,  which  included  expenses. 

In  the  same  court,  Robert  McVittie  and  Alexander 
Monie,  both  labourerB  residing  in  Lochmaben,  were 
convicted  on  evidence  of  having  hod  in  their 
possession  a  gaff  for  the  purpose  of  killing  salmon 
on  the  Ae,  a  tributary  of  the  Annan.  As  both  had 
been  previously  convicted  for  a  similar  offence,  the 
Sheriff  imposed  a  fine  of  £5  with  £1  of  expenses  on 
each  of  the  accused,  or  an  alternative  of  thirty  days 
each  in  prison.  On  hearing  the  sentence,  McVittie 
became  violent,  and  defied  the  police  to  remove 
him  to  prison.  A  party  of  officers  closed  round  him, 
and  with  difficulty  McVittie  was  carried  out  of  the 
court.  James  McKie,  James  Paterson,  and  Robert 
Haining,  all  quarrymen  belonging  to  Lochmaben, 
were  convicted  of  attempting  to  take  salmon  by 
means  of  a  gaff  from  the  Kinnell,  a  tributary  of  the 
upper  Annan,  and  were  fined,  McKie  and  Haining, 
£2  10s.,  and  Paterson,  who  had  a  previous  con- 
viction against  him,  was  fined  £3  10s.,  or  twenty-one 
days'  imprisonment.  Heathebbell. 


FISHING  PROSECUTIONS  AT 
DUMFRIES. 


WEYBRIDGE  TROUT  RESTOCKING 
ASSOCIATION. 


On  Saturday,  March  28,  the  above-named 
afcsociation,  of  which  Mr.  G.  H.  Gordon  is  chairman 
and  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley  hon.  secretary,  placed  a 
splendid  consignment  of  trout  in  the  Thames. 

The  fish  were  12in.  to  14in.  each  in  size,  and 
were  obtained  from  the  Kennet  Valley  Fishery. 
•  They  arrived  at  Addlestone  Station  at  11.36  a.m. 
whore  a  horse  and  dray,  kindly  lent  by  Mr.  J.  W. 
Brooker,  of  Weybridge,"was  in  waiting,  and  quickly 
conveyed  the  fish  to  the  riverside,  when,  after  the 
water  in  the  carriers  had  been  broken  down  by 
Messrs.  George  Rosewell  and  Herbert  Curr.  the  fish 
were  placed  in  the  wells  of  the  various  punts  for 
transit  to  the  selected  pi  aces. 

The  river  being  high,  great  care  had  to  be  exer- 
cised in  finding  suitable  quiet  spots  out  of  the 
heavy  stream,  and  in  this  respect  the  experienced 
services  of  Messrs.  George  Rosewell  and  Herbert 
Carr,  it  is  needless  to  say,  were  invaluable. 

The  trout  were  placed  in  the  following  parts 
u'"'^'^'"'  "^^"lely,  Weybridge,  Shepperton 
and  Halhford,  and  judging  fiom  the  vigorous  appear- 
ance of  the  consignment,  they  filiould  provide 
capital  aport  in  course  of  time,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
anglers  will  exercise  every  care  in  unhooking  and 
returning  any  undersized  trout  taken  by  them  in 
the  coming  season. 

The  funds  for  the  purchase  of  the  fish  were 
obtained  by  public  subscriptions,  Mr.  George  Heath 
Cantle,  of  Weybridge,  having  kindly  purchased 
twelve  of  the  fish,  in  addition  to  the  number  pur- 
chased by  the  association. 

Amongst  those  present  were  : — Messrs.  G  H 
Orordon,  chairman  of  the  Weybridge  Trout  Re- 
stocking Association  ;   G.  Heath  Cantle,  TAPS 

F.  Locksmith,  H.  Pincott  Hill,  T.A.P.S.,  H.  Lukyn! 

G.  Dunton,  T.A.P.S.,  J.  W.  Brookes,  J.  V.  Eyre 
sec.  T.A.P.S.,F.  Hammerton,  T.  Shaylor,  T.  Poulter' 
U.  Kosewell,  H.  Curr.  etc.  "j.  V  Eyke 


More  than  ordinary  interest  was  taken  in  an 
angling  case  that  was  brought  before  Sheriff  Campion 
in  the  Dumfries  Sheriff  Court  last  week  end.  Mr. 
Benoni  Hullett,  a  well-known  Moffatonian  angler, 
was  charged  with  taking  an  imclean  salmon  (a  kelt) 
from  the  River  Annan,  near  to  Woodfoot,  below 
Beattock  of  Moffatdale.  on  Feb.  25,  the  opening 
day  of  angling.    Mr.  Hullett  pleaded  not  guilty  to 
the  charge,  and  was  defended  by  Mr.  James  Wallace, 
Advocate,  of  Moffat,  formerly  Sheriff  of  Dumfries 
and  Galloway.    Henry  Strath,  constable  and  water- 
baihff,  stationed  at  Moffat,  but  now  of  Annan,  said 
that  he  was  on  duty  on  the  above  date  watching 
the  river,  and  Constable  Bowie  was  along  with 
him.     While  they  were  concealed  behind  a  stone 
wall  they  saw  Mr.  Hullett  angling,  and  presently 
he  hooked  and  landed  a  salmon.    Witness  said  he 
noticed  Mr.  Hullett  kick  the  fish  on  the  head  to 
kill  it,  and  then  afterwards  lift  it  and  put  it  into 
his  fishing  bag.    Witness  and  his  companion  pro- 
ceeded to  the  river  bank,  but  before  they  got  there 
Mr.  Hullett  crossed  to  the  opposite  side  of  the 
nver.    Evidently  Mr.  Hullett  was  aware  of  their 
approach,  as  he  took  the  salmon  out  of  his  bag  and 
put  it  back  into  the  river.    Witness  and  the  con- 
stable waded  through  the  river,  and  saw  the  salmon 
floating  down  the  water  on  its  side.   He  took  it  out,' 
and  found  it  was  quite  dead  when  he  laid  it  upon 
the  bank.     It  was  a  hen  fish  just  spawned,  and 
unseasonable.    He  charged  accused  with  a  contra- 
\'ention  of  the  Salmon  Act.    Mr.  Hullett  protested 
that  the  fish  was  not  dead.    Witness  said  he  was 
positive  that  the  salmon  was  quite  dead,  and  that 
there  was  not  a  movement  of  its  gills.  Constable 
Bowie  gave  corroborative  evidence,  and  was  also 
certain  the  fish  was  dead.    Mr.  Hullett,  who  went 
into  the  witnetiS-box,  said  he  had  been  an  angler 
for  twenty-seven  years,  and  this  was  his  fa\  ourite 
i-ecreatron.    The  fish  in  question  was  undoubtedly 
a  kelt,  and  the  rea.son  he  put  it  in  his  bag  and 
crossed  the  river  was  to  return  it  there  in  order 
that  it  would  not  dititurb  a  part  of  the  pool  where 
he  saw  a  clean  fish  rise.   While  he  was  doing  so  the 
bailiffs  came  and  charged  him  with,  killfng  the 
salmon,  which  he  said  was  alive  when  ho  returned 

"Wet-Fly  Fishing,  Treated  Methodically,"  by  E.  M. 

Xod.  New  Edition.  Illustrated.  "  Written  by  a  fisherman  who 
has  practised  the  art  with  phenomenal  success."— Scottish  Field. 
Can  be  had,  post  free,  for  6s.  id.  by  sending  crossed  cheque  or 
postal  order  to  the  Manager,  FiSHINO  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  Loudon,  E.C. 


USK  AND  EBBW  BOARD  OF 
CONSERVATORS. 


Mr.  Charles  Edward  Fryer,  I.S.O.,  superin- 
tending inspector  of  fisheries  vmder  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  held  an  inquiry  at 
Abergavenny  on  Wednesday,  March  25,  into  an 
application  made  by  the  L^sk  and  Ebbw  Board  ot 
Conservators  for  a  provisional  order  under  the 
Salmon  and  Freshwater  Fisheries  Act,  ie07,  defining 
the  area  within  which  the  order  is  to  apply  ;  altering 
the  constitution  of  the  board  of  conservators ; 
authori.iing  the  imposition  of  contributions  assessed 
on  private  fisheries  ;  extending  the  powers  of 
the  board  with  respect  to  the  acquisition  and 
working  of  fixed  engines  for  salmon  ;  licences  to 
fish  for  salmon  and  freshwater  fish  ;  and  for  the 
making  of  bye-laws  for  regulating  the  fisheries 
within  the  district.  Mr.  Horace  Lyne,  Newport 
(clerk),  appeared  for  the  board  of  conservators  ; 
Mr.  J.  G.  Bishop,  Abergavenny,  represented  the 
Momnouthshire  County  Council  ;  Mr.  Bethune, 
London,  appeared  on  behalf  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Hanbury, 
J.P.,  D.L.  ;  and  Mr.  Cowper  Coles  appeared  to 
support  the  application  on  behalf  of  the  Brecon- 
shire  County  Council,  the  Duke  of  Beaufort,  and 
Lord  GlanuL'k. 

Mr.  Ljme,  in  opening  on  behalf  of  the  board  of 
conservators,  said  that  generally  the  application 
was  made  as  the  result  of  bad  seasons,  ard  as  there 
had  been  a  decrease  in  their  income.  The  board  had 
had  to  reduce  the  number  of  their  water-bailiffs 
from  twenty  to   fourteen,   birt  there   were  some 
perf.ons  who  held  water-bailiffs'  warrants  v\ho  Mere 
paid  by  fishery  owners.    Those  persons,  however, 
were  only  available  at  certain  times  during  the 
year,  and  at  the  time  when  their  services  would  bo 
most  valuable  to  the  board  they  were  engaged  in 
looking     after    game     rather    than    fish.  The 
number  ot  salmon  taken  with  the  rod  and  line  had 
decreased  from  5000  in  1891,  which  was  the  high- 
water  mark,  to  362  in  1906,  which  was  about  the 
low-water  mark.    In  the  district  of  Abergavenny 
poaching  had  increased.    The  revenue  from  salmon 
rod  licences  had  decreased  to  £164.    One  of  the 
effects  of  the  lack  of  funds  had  been  that  tlic  board 
was  unable  to  deal  with  the  greatest  of  ifs  troubles, 
namely,  the   pollution   of   tributaries.    The  Ri\er 
Ebbw  was  a  serious  trouble,  as  it  was  little  letter 
than  a  huge  sewer.    The  Avon  Llwyd,  however, 
was  the  wor-st  trouble,  so  far  as  pollution  was  con- 
cerned.   Fish  were  being  killed  by  it.  ar.d  not 
only  killed,  hut  were  prevented  from  going  up  the 
river.    All  those  facts  accounted  for  the  board's 
proposals  to  raise  funds  by  ir.eans  of  rates. 

Mr.  Bishop  stated  that  his  objection  was  simply 
on  the  question  of  representation,  and  he  urged 
that  the  Monmouthshire  County  Council  should 
still  retain  twelve  members. 

After  hearing  the  evidence,  the  inspector  inti- 
mated that  the  report  from  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  would  be  issued  in  due  course,  but 
opportrmity  would  be  given  for  any  objection  to  be 
taken. —  Western  Mail. 
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Jottii^lg^  by  tht  Way. 

The  Spring  ariosk  6n  that  garden  fair. 

And  the  spirit  of  love  fell  everywhere; 

The  snowdrop,  and  then  the  violet, 

Arose  from  the  ground  with  warm  rain  wet. 

And  their  breath  was  mix'd  with  soft  odour  sent 

From  the  turf — like  the  voice  and  the  instrument. 

— P.  B.  Shelley. 


Anglers'  Benevolent  Society -Rye  House 
Competition  on  March  29. 

The  climatic  conditions  on  this  second  day  were 
very  little  better  than  those  on  the  first  day/hel  1  a 
week  ago.  Two  hundred  and  ninety-one  competitors 
braved  the  elements.  The  results  were  poor,  but  a 
little  better  than  last  week.  Seventeen  competitors 
caught  twenly- three  fish  weighing  71b.  ll  ^oz.  The 
names  of  the  first  six  to  weigh  in  are  as  follows : — 
G.  Blatchley  (Central  Clubs  P.S.),  1  lb.  3oz. ;  H. 
Bluffer  (Bostonian  A.S.).  14|oz.  ;  C.  Macer  (Rye 
House  A.S.),  I210Z.  :  E.  Bardot  (Wimbledon  P.S.), 
12ioz.:  H.  Piatt,  sen.  (Wtnlock  A.S.),  D^oz.  ;  J. 
Patterson  (Freemasons'  A.S.).  9oz.  The  "date  of 
distribution  will  be  announced  later. 


Mr.  C.  Woods,  the  hon.  sec.  of  that  old-estab- 
lished club,  the  Original  Clerkenwell  Piscatorial 
Society,  held  at  the  (/'each  and  Horses,  St.  John's- 
Square,  Clerkenwell,  as  s  me  to  give  them  a  look-in 
on  Tuesday  evening,  April  7,  at  8.30.  The  occ.ision 
is  a  "\  isit"  on  tho  .Anglers'  Association  List. 
Mr.  G.  Hunt,  of  the  Good  Intent  A.S.,  will  preside. 
\'i8itors  are  invited. 


Southend  Amateur  Angling  Society. 

I  Ajt  in  receipt  of  the  "  Competitors'  Handbook  " 
for  1  it08,  wl.ich  gives  at  a  glance  tho  "  fixtures  "  for 
Salt  Water  and  Fresh  Water  Competitions  and  the 
rules  and  regulations  governing  same.  Ti  e  fir.st 
item  on  the  programme  is  a  Boat  Competition  on 
Good  Friday,  April  17.  The  society,  i  note,  are 
offering  "  Buttons"  for  specimen  dog  'sh  caught  on 
rod  and  line  off  Southend  by  any  ang  er.  A  large 
number  of  these  fisVi  were  taken  last  year  up  to 
TiOlb.  each.  Some  nice  plaice  and  flo  nder.,  are 
being  taken  just  now,  and  should  tho  weather  prove 
lavourable  Southend  will  be  a  happy  place  for 
Easter. 


Keep  Everlastingly  At  It. 

One  step  won't  take  you  very  far, 

You've  got  to  keep  on  walking. 
One  word  won't  tell  folks  who  you  are. 

You've  got  to  keep  on  talking. 
One  inch  wo-i't  make  you  very  tall. 

You've  got  to  keep  on  growing; 
One  little  ad.  won't  do  it  all — 

You've  got  to  keep  them  going. 

- — The  Co-Upcralor. 


Anglo-French  Piscatorials. 

At  the  annual  general  meeting  of  the  above 
society,  held  on  Wednesday  evening,  April  1,  at 
the  Cercle  Franvais,  a  review  of  the  year's  work 
was  gone  through.  The  balance  sheet  showed  that 
the  club  were  sound  financially  and  numerically, 
and  the  announcement  made  that  the  third  annual 
Banquet,  Concert,  and  Ball  will  take  place  on  April 
25,  at  7.30  p.m.  Mr.  C.  Franco  will  occupy  the 
chair.  Visitors  are  invited,  and  tickets  may  be 
obtained  from  the  hon.  sec,  Mr.  R.  Jacobs,  at  the 
Cercle  Franvais. 

More  Fish  for  the  Thames 

A  CHEQUE  for  £10  and  a  letter  highly  appreciative 
of  its  good  work  have  recently  been  received  by  Mr. 
A.  E.  Hobbs,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Henley-on-Thames 
and  District  Fisheries  Preservation  Association, 
28,  Hart-street,  Henley-on-Thames,  from  the 
London  Anglers'  Association. 


Sport  at  Burnham-on-Crouch. 

I  HEAR  from  Mr.  Wright  that  the  local  anglers 
have  been  havi  g  good  sport  with  the  cod  ing 
both  in  the  rivers  Roach  and  Crouch.  On  March 
27  Mr.  W.  Parsons  caught  (just  off  the  bar  in 
the  Crouch)  seventy-five.  On  March  29  Messrs. 
F.  Wade  and  Teddy  Browne  caught  eighty-four, 
and  many  good  fish  have  been  caught  in  the 
Roach.  Visiting  anglers  may  anticipate  good 
sport  any  day  next  week.  Those  who  intend 
going  should  go  early  next  Monday,  but  each 
day  the  tides  will  be  getting  later,  and  early  notice 
should  be  given  to  the  various  boatmen,  so  that 
bait  can  bo  got  the  day  previous.  It  is  only  at 
certain  times  that  the  tide  will  allow  of  the  bait 
bein^  getata'^le. 


The  Drying  Qualities  of  Air, 

Anglers  who  waterproof  their  own  lines  should 
remember  that  the  drying  qualities  of  air  depend, 
it  seems,  on  movement  rather  t!  an  on  temperature. 
An  expert  writer  in  the  current  issue  of  Building 
\Vorld  points  out  that  heat  alone  has  no  drying 
qualities,  and  only  air  is  capabl  j  of  depriving  goods 
of  moisture  ;  and  heated  air  has  a  greater  capacity 
for  moisture  (is  more  thirsty)  than  cold  air.  The 
hotter  the  ai  •  (if  dry)  the  more  effective  it  is,  but 
the  hottest  air  will  do  little  appreciable  drying  if  it 
is  not  constantly  changed.  True  eficacy  in  a  dry- 
ing room  therefore  lies  in  a  constant  inflow  of  hot 
dry  air  (which  is  greedy  for  moisture)  and  a  constant 
exit  of  air  that  is  laden  with  mois'  ura  and  possesses 
no  further  drying  qualities.  In  order  to  obtain  this 
result  the  pipes  are  usually  stacked,  more  or  less, 
and  encased,  a  fresh  air  inlet  being  at  one  part  of 
the  case  with  hot-air  openings  into  the  drying  room 
at  another  part.  The  constant  inflow  of  air  through 
the  heating  stacks  can  only  be  produced  by  constant 
extraction  of  air  from  the  room,  and  this  is  effected 
by  chimneys  or  by  mechanical  means. 


'■  Fu3  hiven's  sa'  e,  don't  shoot,  Casey  !  ye 
forgot  to  load  yer  gun."  "  Reporry,  Oi  must, 
Pat ;  th'  dom  burd  won't  wait." — Life. 


A.  W.  COOPER,  R.A. 

(I'r.iin  t  ie  SjMrtliuj  Marjazhte,  1827.) 

Publislied  by  J.  Pittaian,  Wavwii-k-s<|iiare, 
Dec.  1,  1827. 

Mr.  Cooper  did  many  illustrations  of  sport  for 
the  Sporting  Magazine,  and  his  son  has  done  several 
charming  pictures  of  trout  and  grayling  for  the 
Fishing  Gazette. 


Complimentary  I 

Arthur  Rackham  (the  illustrator  of  "  Peter 
Pan,"  and  many  other  children's  books)  wrote  : 
"Please  do  not  think  I  am  trying  to  '  get  a  rise' 
out  of  you,  but  as  I  have  never  succeeded  in  paint- 
ing a  bunch  of  grapes  sufficiently  realistically  to 
tempt  a  sparrow  to  peck  at  them,  which,  I  take  it, 
is  the  stock  'greatest  compliment '  that  artists  are 
in  the  habit  of  receiving,  I  really  think  I  have  felt 
most  complimented  when,  under  unfavourable  cir- 
cumstances, I  have  presented  a  fly  in  such  a  skilful 
manner  that  a  respectable  trout  has  taken  it !  " 


A  Trout  in  a  Napkin  Ring. 

Not  long  ago  a  ^Ib.  trout  was  caught  which  had  a 
celluloid  napkin  ring  embedded  in  its  flesh  just 
behind  the  pectoral  fins.  Apparently  the  fish  at 
some  earlier  stage  of  its  growth  had  got  its  head 
inside  the  ring  and  had  afterwards  been  unable  to  get 
rid  of  it.  When  caught  it  was  in  a  perfectly  healthy 
condit  ion.  — Ocsierrciehischc  F ische.  ei- Zeitiing . 


A  Book  for  Beginners. 

Mb.  Horace  Cox,  Windsor  House,  Bream's 
Buildings,  London,  E.G.,  will  publish  shortly, 
"  Elements  of  Angling  "  (A  Book  for  Beginners),  by 
Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham,  Angling  Editor  of  the  Field,, 
author  of  "  An  Angler's  Hours,"  etc.  The  book 
deals  with  all  the  pr.ncipal  branches  of  fresh-water 
angling,  and  is  in'ended  primarily  for  those  who 
want  to  take  up  fishing  at  the  very  beginning,  and  to 
progress  by  easy  stages  till  they  have  m  stered  the 
chief  principles  of  the  art.  Thus  the  volume  opens 
with  the  simplest  kind  of  fishing,  with  float  and 
worm,  and  describes  the  different  methods  of  bottom 
fishing  before  introducing  the  reader  to  t'  e  fly. 
Afterwards  wet  fly,  dry  fly,  spinning,  drop-minnow, 
and  other  methods  are  dealt  with  in  detail,  and  the 
novice  is  told  how  to  catch  all  the  principal  fish, 
from  minnows  to  salmon.  Par  icular  attention 
is  paid  to  the  outfit  necessary  for  each  kind  of 
fishing,  and  to  its  cost,  and  there  is  a  chapter 
dealing  with  the  question  of  where  and  how  to  get 
fishing.  The  author  has  sought  to  make  his  sug- 
gestions both  readable  and  useful,  and  ho  gives 
many  hints  which  will  be  of  value  to  old  anglers  as 
well  as  young  ones. 

About  Formalin. 

In  ans  ver  to  many  queries  as  to  where  to 
proiure  and  how  to  use  formalin  in  preserving 
f  sh,  etc  ,  the  Formalin  Hygienic  Company,  Limited, 
3,  Lloyd's  Avenue,  Loudon,  E.C.,  will  send,  on 
application,  a  booklet  containing  '•  practical  hints." 
Here  are  a  fe.v  e.i tracts  :  — 

*  *  *  * 

"Formalin  is  the  name  of  a  saturated  aqueous 
solution  of  40%  formic  aldehyde  (CH,_,0).  Formic 
aldehyde  is  a  gas  prepared  from  wood  spirit  and 
other  alcoholic  li  .uids  by  oxidation.  It  diisolves 
easily  in  water,  and  is  called  in  commerce  Formalin. 
The  simplicity  o  its  source  will  be  suggestive  to 
the  practical  observer  as  an  instance  of  nature's 
own  hygiene ;  Formalin  is,  therefore,  not  like  the 
great  number  of  disinfect  ints  resting  upon  some 
corro  ive  acidity,  but  it  has  the  great  advantace  of 
harmlessness  to  warm-blooded  animals  and  freedom 
of  corrosive  properties.  Formalin  can  be  readily 
employed  in  any  st  ength.  For  most  purposes  a 
solution  of  Formalin  containing  one  tabiespoonful 
Formalin  to  one  quart  of  w  ater  .'■utices  In  many 
cases,  however,  a  much  more  dilute  solution  is 
sufficient. 

*  *  *  * 

"  Meat,  poultry,  game,  fish,  &c.,  if  dipped  in 
Formalin  solution,  these  foods  remain  fresh  for  a 
long  time  wi  hout  gaining  any  unpleasant  taste  or 
putrid  odour.  Even  stinking  meat  is  rendered 
odourl  )ss  by  dipping  in  Formalin  s  >lution  for  one 
or  two  minutes,  if  the  decomposition  be  only 
superficial.  The  cause  of  malodour  is  destroyed. 
Formalin  is  equally  suitable  for  preservation  of  all 
kinds  of  fish,  especially  during  transport.  The 
gulfed  fish  should  be  well  washed  with  Formalin 
solution  inside  and  out,  or  laid  in  the  solution  for  a 
minute." 

*  *  *  * 

The  following  table  from  the  booklet  gives  the 
proportion  of  Schering's  formalin  40%  to  be  used 
for  making  solutions  of  different  strengths  : — 

To  make  a — 

10%  sol.  add  1  part  of  40%  formalin  to  3  of  water, 
5%  1        ,.         „  7 

4%  1        »  „       „  9 

'^7o  I  »  19 

1%       ,.       1    39 

i%  1        „         „  79  „ 

Po      „       1        „         „      „       159  „ 
Note. — It  should  be  remembered   that  Formic 
Aldehyde  is  the  active  constituent,  and  its  per- 
centage is  given,  and  not  that  of  Formalin. 


Big  Bass  in  the  Bay. 

Fis-iiNG  off  the  sands  in  Swansea  Bay  on 
Saturday  night  last,  "  W.  H.  F."  and  a  friend 
caught  three  bas ; — two  of  21b.  7oz.  each  and  one 
of  1  lb.  2oz.  They  also  took  a  plaice  of  1  lb.  Not 
bad  sport  for  this  time  of  year. 


City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

As  reported  on  another  page,  the  "  Ladies'  Night" 
was  a  pronounced  succes.  A  full  room,  a  genial 
chairman,  a  really  admirable  impresario  (Mr. 
A.  G.  Merritt),  the  celebrated  "  Ariel  (Quartette," 
vocalists,  instrumentalists,  and  reciters — all  went; 
to  make  the  last  concert  of  the  season  memorable 
in  the  annals  of  the  C.L.P.S.  I  should  like  to  give 
the  names  of  all  who  so  kindly  contributed  to  the 
enjoyment  of  the  evening,  but  space  forbids, 
Suitice  it  to  Bay  that  all  who  rendered  their  va;u- 
able  aS3:sta;ice  wjre  cordially  thmkod. 

Dragnet. 
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Provifteial  Angling  l^otes. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post. 

FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Binningliani  A.  A.  is  again  well  represented 
at  the  Biiigley  Hall  Exhibition,  which  opened  on 
]Monday,  March  30.  We  have  over  200  cases  of 
speciraan  fish  on  view,  and  every  kind  of  freshwater 
fish  is  to  be  seen.  There  are  some  grand  pike 
and  a  large  number  of  bream  taken  from  the  River 
Avon.  Tlie  exhibition  is  open  for  eleven  weeks. 
All  the  best  military  bands  are  engaged  ;  this  week 
we  have  the  Coldstream  Guards'  band.  A  very 
interesting  lecture  with  limelight  views  will  be  given 
at  the  Birmingham  Arms  Hotel,  Smithfield,  on 
Wednesday,  April  15,  by  Dr.  Maberley,  of  Hands- 
worth;  the  subject  will  be  the  "  Severn  and  Wye." 
A  collection  will  be  made  in  aid  of  our  Benevolent 
Fand.  Mr.  T.  Coles  will  preside.  Trout-fishing  has 
again  been  quiet  owing  to  the  recent  raias  and 
high  winds.  A  few  fish  have  been  taken  from  the 
Severn  with  the  Devon  minnow.  Seven  hundred 
good-sized  trout  have  been  placed  in  the  Shustoke 
Reservoir.  The  Provincial  A.  A.  have  just  issued 
their  annual  balance-sheet  ;  they  have  744G 
members  on  their  books,  have  made  492  members 
during  the  past  year,  and,  after  defraying  all 
Cxp8,iS9s  on  the  year's  working,  they  have 
£237  93.  lOd.  in  hand.  The  Queen's  Head  Society, 
Icknield  Port-road,  have  225  members  on  their 
books.-  This  club  is  affiliated  to  the  P. A. A.  At  the 
club's  last  meeting  it  was  decided  to  give  special 
p-izes  to  the  members  weighing  in  the  best  specimen 
fi  ;!i  in  the  following  classes — roach,  perch,  chub, 
bream,  pike,  and  trout.-  The  club's  annual  contest 
will  be  lield  at  Fladbury  on  June  24.  ^ 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  River  Hull  and  also  the  Driffield  Canal  and 
tributaries  are  now  in  splendid  condition  for  either 
fly  or  minnow  fishing,  but  as  yet  few  flies  have 
hatched  out,  the  weather  being  against  them ; 
but  for  the  present  month  I  should  recommend 
the  Cowdung  fly,  a  few  of  which  are  now  hovering 
about.  One  nice  trout,  amongst  others,  was  taken 
laiit  week  end  near  to  Whinhill  Lock  by  a  local 
angler  that  sealed  1  lb.  2oz.,  and,  I  might  say,  in 
t!i3  pink  of  condition.  The  West  Beck  Club,  I  hear, 
h  ive  placed  som3  trout  in  their  portion,  which  will 
be  of  material  benefit  to  the  anglers  from  Hull  and 
district.  The  Hull  Preservation  have  also  had  a 
consignment  of  young  trout  from  the  Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board,  all  of  which  will  add  to  the  benefit 
-of  our  local  anglers. 


FR:M   THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Ovving  to  the  wild  and  blustery  weather  the 
trouting  in  Windermere  has  not  been  worth  follow- 
ing of  late.  Stream  fishing  is  a  bit  better,  especially 
to  those  who  know  the  water  well,  as  they  are  thus 
enabled  to  go  to  t:.e  sheltered  bits.  The  Kent  is 
fishing  the  best  at  p  esent  in  this  district,  and  amongst 
the  baskets  creeled  on  this  stream  may  be  mentioned 
the  following : — On  March  26,  Mr.  R.  Cozens- 
Hardy,  nine  ;  March  27,  Mr.  Philip  Bateman, 
^ight,  the  same  rod  taking  half-a-dozen  the  followino- 
day.  On  Monday,  fishing  the  Levens  Park  waters'^ 
M  -.  Cozens- Hardy  killed  a  dozen  good  fish,  and  on 
t.ie  following  day  he  creeled  five  in  the  same  water, 
the  best  being  1  lb.^3oz.  On  March  26,  Capt.  Morris 
had  fifteen  good  trout  on  this  water.  Fishing  on 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Lune  is  very  backward, 
the  fells  in  that  district  being  generally  white  with 
fresh  snow  each  morning.  The  best  killing  fly  on 
the  streams  just  now  is  the  Waterhen  with  pnrple 
body. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

There  was  an  important  meeting  of  anglers  on 
Saturday  (March  28)  in  this  city.  The  delegates 
attending  it  did  not  wish  to  lose  the  services  of 
Mr.  A.  L.  Harkness,  who  is  so  often  at  a  distance 
when  these  meetings  take  place,  so  made  him 
president,  and  elected  Mr.  Garnett  as  chairman. 
The  one  great  resolution  passed  was  unanimously 
in  favour  of  loyally  observing  the  close  season  as 
laid  do^vn  by  law. 

FR3M  NOTTINGHAM. 

No  angling  has  been  possible,  owing  to  the  great 
height  of  the  Trent  and  the  boisterous  winds 
raging  for  over  a  week.  It  was  the  old  saymg 
verified,  "  March  went  out  like  a  lion  "  ;  it  came  in 
not  as  a  "  lamb."  On  April  1  the  river  held 
83veral  feet  of  extra  water,  and  the  colour  was 
totally  adverse  to  trouting,  say,  at  the  mouths  of 
the  Greet  and  Dover  Back,  the  favourite  free  spots 


to  visitors  so  long  as  they  possess  the  necessary 
licence.  This  costs  half  a  crown,  and  already  in  oin- 
district  largo  numbers  have  been  purchased. 
Matters  will,  I  hope,  begin  to  brighten  up  before 
long.  Parts  of  the  tributaries  will  be  available, 
and  they  appear  to  hold  a  strong  head  of  fish. 
Perhaps  one  item  of  general  news  may  interest 
readers  of  my  notes.  Everybody,  locally,  respects 
Mr.  Harry  Sprav,  the  enterprising  hon.  secretary 
of  the  City  Wellington  A.S.  Well,  Mr.  '■  Harry  " 
has  been  "  fishing  "  in  social  circles  ;  in  other 
words,  he  has.  in  the  goodness  of  his  heart,  been 
entertaining,  in  his  native  village  of  New  Basford, 
adjoiaing  the  city,  150  old  people  to  a  substantial 
moat  tea  ;  their  ages  ranged  from  sixty  to  ni  lety- 
four  years.  A  very  fine  entertainment  followed, 
with  a  short  address  from  Mr.  Spray,  who  handed 
to  each  old  lady  o.i  leaving  ^b.  of  tea,  and  to  each 
old  gentleman  an  ounce  of  tobacc(j.  Jn  the  previous 
week  a  similar  number  of  old  residents  were  ent(u-- 
taiiied  at  Old  Basford. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Since  my  last  notes  a  lot  of  rain  has  fallen,  and 
our  rivers  have  been  nearly  bankful  of  high- 
coloured  water,  and  angling  has  been  quite  off. 
The  Izaak  Walton  Clab  had  their  annual  dinner  and 
distribution  of  prizes  at  headquarters,  the  Plough 
Inn,  Silve  .--street,  Worcester,  on  Tuesday  evening, 
March  31,  when  t  lere  was  a  good  muster  of  members 
and  fri-nds.  Mr.  A.  Barrj  (presi  lent)  in  the  chair. 
The  Worcester  A.C.  had  their  annual  "  smoker  " 
and  p'-ise  di5tribution  at  headquarters,  the  Bull's 
Head  Hotel,  High-street,  on  April  1  ;  there  was  a 
good  attendance  of  members,  and  on  account  of 
the  illnes?  of  the  president,  Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs,  the 
vice-president,  Mr.  H.  F.  Cooper,  presided.  The 
secretary,  Mr.  W.  Bridges,  gave  his  report  of  the 
year's  but-i  less,  which  showed  the  club  to  be  in  a 
most  flourishing  condition,  and  this  year  the  prizes 
had  been  taken  by  a  larger  number  of  members 
than  usual. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Fly-fishing  has  been  carried  on  at  a  disadvantage, 
and  trout  hav-e  not  ris3n  well.  In  most  of  the  waters, 
however,  angling  for  trout  has  not  yet  fairly  begun. 
The  weather,  however,  has  improved.  Several 
fine  fish  were  lately  caught  below  the  town  of 
Richmond.  A  Leeds  angler  at  Temple  Sowerby 
caught  with  fly  six  trout  weighing  from  6oz.  to 
12oz.  each.  That  no  general  close  time  for  trout 
is  applicable  to  the  northern  counties  has  been 
agreed  upon  is  regarded  as  unfortunate.  We  find 
the  Ribble,  the  Lune,  and  the  Eden  furnish  patrons 
of  the  trout  with  opportunity  of  fishing  a  fortnight 
earlier  than  those^  in  Yorkshire  rivers.  There  is 
free  discussion  among  Waltonians  anent  the  appli- 
cation of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  for  powers 
to  issue  licences  for  coarse-fishing,  and  to  levy 
contributions  upon  private  fisheries.  A  special 
rod-licence  for  coarse-fishing  is  likely  to  be  well 
supported  in  this  district,  but  opposition  is  pro- 
bable from  other  quarters,  including  Sheffield,  with 
an  organisation  of  20,000  anglers. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Owing  to  generally  bad  weather,  sport  has  been 
much  retarded  during  the  past  week,  but  at  time 
of  writing  many  of  the  principal  rivers  are  in  nice 
angling  order.  A  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the 
Cork  A.A.  was  held  last  week.  The  hon.  secretary 
reported  that  arrangements  had  been  completed 
for  the  issue  of  anglers'  tickets  on  the  Great 
Southern  and  Western  and  Cork  and  Macroom 
Railway  Companies'  systems,  and  that  the  necessary 
vouchers  for  obtaining  same  are  now  obtainable 
from  the  principal  fishing  tackle  dealers.  It  was 
stated  that  a  deputation  from  the  association  had 
waited  on  the  general  manager  and  traffic  manager 
of  the  Cork  and  Bandon  Railway,  who  received 
them  most  courteously,  and  agreed  to  the  issue 
of  a  voucher  at  a  fare  -and  a  quarter  for  week- 
days, and  in  addition  agreed  on  special  fares  for 
anglers  on  Sundays  to  various  stations.  The 
arrangement  came  into  force  on  April  1.  It  was 
decided  to  hold  the  annual  fishing  tournament  on 
May  17,  when  members  will  compete  for  the  first 
time  for  the  £5  challenge  cup  presented  by  the 
clubs.    There  will  be  several  other  prizes. 

North  of  Ireland. 

A  number  of  northern  rivers  opened  on  April  1. 
These  include  the  Mom-ne  and  its  numerous  tribu- 
taries, the  Faughan,  Roe,  etc.,  in  co.  Londonderry; 
the  Owenea,  Ovventocker,  co.  Donegal  ;  and  some 
smaller  rivers.  At  time  of  writing  they  are  all  high. 
Tne  members  of  the  R.I.C.  (Belfast)  Anglers'  Club 
fished  the  Glenavy  on  March  24.  The  weather 
conditions  were  unfavourable.  Amongst  the 
baskets  were  the  following  :— Sergeant  Broderick, 


fourteen  trout;  Sergeant  Paisley,  twelve  ;  "Con- 
stable O'Sullivan,  twelve  ;  and  Constable  Stafford, 
a  brace.  The  arrangements  were  in  the  capable 
hands  of  Head  Constable  Andrew  Fogarty,  honorary 
secretary.  As  already  intimated,  the  annual 
trouting  competition  for  the  Braddell  Silver  Cup, 
and  six  other  prizes  (which  are  on  view  at  Braddell's, 
Castle  Place,  Belfast),  will  take  place  on  the  Bush,' 
at  Dervock,  April  7,  that  reach  of  the  river  having 
been  very  kindly  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  club 
by  Lord  Macnaghten.  The  Belfa.st  A. A.  base 
recently  acquired  the  angling  rights  on  Straid 
Dam.  These  rights  formerly  belonged  to  the 
association,  but  for  a  time  they  reverted  to  another 
proprietor.  For  some  time  it  lay  virtually  derelict, 
but  at  the  present  time  holds  a  good  stock  of  trout 
up  to  and  over  31b.  The  association  has  reduced 
its  annual  subscription  so  that  membership  is  within 
reach  of  anglers  of  modciate  means. 


THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 


The  monthly  meeting  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee took  place  on  Tuesday  last,  March  31, 
Ml-.  J.  A.  Chisholme  presiding,  the  following 
members  being  present,  namely  : — Messrs.  A.  .]. 
Dryland,  G.  Dunton,  Q.  H.  Gordon,  A.  Hancock] 
H.  Pincott-Hill,  S.  Lockhart,  R.  G.  Woodruff,  and 
J.  V.  Eyre,  secretary.  The  minutes  of  the  last 
meeting  having  been  duly  read,  confirmed,  and 
signed,  and  statement  made  as  to  receipts  and 
expenditure,  and  the  bank  pass-book  produced  for 
inspection  by  the  committee,  the  chairman  stated 
that,  in  response  to  an  application.  His  Majesty 
the  King,  who  for  so  many  years  past  had  been 
patron  of-^  the  society,  had  graciously  seen  fit  to 
become  an  annual  subscriber  towards  the  funds  of 
the  society.  The  committee  heard  the  aimoimce- 
ment  made  with  considerable  satisfaction,  and  a 
resolution  was  duly  passed  for  con\eyance  to  his 
Majesty  in  due  course. 

Amongst  oth  j  matters  dealt  with  was  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  sub-c  Jmmittee  to  consider  and  revise  the 
rules  of  the  society,  nettings  for  restocking 
purposes,  river-keepers'  reports,  and  the  issuing  and 
distribution  through  the  kindness  of  the  chairman 
of  a  number  of  illustrated  handbills  upon  which 
are  shown  chub  and  dace  with  their  distinguishing 
featm-cs.  The  illustrations  are  reproduced  by  the 
Idndness  of  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Oazettp,  ami 
will  be  distributed  free  to  Thames  anglers,  etc' 

J.  V.  Eyre. 


KINGSTON  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  above  society 
took  place  on  Monday,  March  23,  at  the  Sun  Hotel, 
with  the  president,  Mr.  A.  Drinkwater,  in  the 
chair,  and  a  good  attendance  of  members.  The 
balance-sheet  was  read  by  Mr.  Sands,  the  hon. 
treasurer,  and  proved  to  be  the  most  satisfactory 
financial  statement  ever  laid  before  the  society.  A 
fair  amoimt  is  now  in  hand  should  any  eligible 
private  water  be  heard  of. 

Tlie  hon.  secretary,  in  his  annual  report,  stated 
that  the  challenge  cup  and  gold  medal  had  been 
won  by  Mr.  Pmcott  Hill,  who  took  three  trout 
prizes  and  the  first  prize  for  chub.  Mi-.  T.  Lyne  was 
a  good  second,  taking  the  fia-st  tench  and  rudd 
prices  and  the  second  prize  for  dace.  The  Presi- 
dent's Cup  for  best  Thames  pike  fell  to  Air.  A.  G. 
Tomlinson,  of  Teddington.  Mr.  Girling  took  both 
season  prizes  for  roach,  as  well  as  the  special  prize 
given  by  Mr.  Silk  for  the  best  roach  taken  between 
Teddington  and  Molesey.  Other  prizes  were  taken 
by  Messrs.  Harding,  Sands,  W.  L.  Collins,  and 
Littlewocd. 

Two  sides  competitions  had  been  held,  under  the 
respective  captaincies  of  the  president  and  Mr.  T. 
Lyne,  and  enjoyable  suppers  and  concerts  had 
followed  each  of  them.  * 

The  hon.  secretary  said  it  would  be  within  tho 
recollection  of  the  members  that  he  had  been 
desirous  for  some  time  of  resigning,  and  he  had  at 
last  secured  a  gentleman  willing  to  accept  the  post, 
in  the  person  of  Mr.  W.  T.  Carrington.  :Mr.  Car- 
rington  was  duly  elected  later  on,  all  the  other 
officers  being  re-elected.  The  committee,  to  which 
the  names  of  Messrs,  Frieker,  Rogers,  and  Silk 
were  added  in  lieu  of  members  who  liad  resigned  or 
removed,  was  also  re-elected. 

The  other  most  important  business  was  a  motion 
to  rescind  the  alteration  of  Rule  8  passed  last  year, 
which  materially  increased  the  entrance  fees'  and 
subscriptions  of  now  members.  This  had  had  con- 
siderable effect  in  discouraging  fresh  recruits,  and 
after  some  discussion  the  proposal  to  revert  to  the- 
original  subscription  was  carried. 
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IHB  Only 
Bfpbotivb 

INSECT 
REPELLER 


which    Is    NOT  GREASY. 
'NON-POISONOUS.  PERFECTLY 
lARMLESS,    EASILY  APPLIED, 
pleasant  and  refreshing  to  use< 


Prepared  by 

FRANK  A.  ROGERS,  327,  Oxford  St.,  W. 


LOUGH  MELVIN,  IRELAND. 

FURNISHED  HOUSE 

TO  LET. 

Near  lake.  Three  sitting  rooms,  six 
bedrooms,  stabling;  plate,  linen,  atten- 
dance. Horse  and  car  if  required. — 
Apply,  Rev.  G.  C.  O'Keepfe,  Garrison 
Rectory,  Co.  Fermanagh. 


LOUGH  MELYiN,  IRELAND. 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

Furnished  House  to  Let. 

at  (iarrisou,  the  well-known  fishing  centre. 
Three  s  tting  rooms,  eight  bedrooms,  servants' 
rooms,  w.c,  stabling,  <Sc.  Plate,  linen,  and 
attendance  if  re({nired. — Apply,  P.  Timonky, 
Garrison,  Belleek,  t'o.  Fermanagh. 

SPRING  SALMON  &  TROUT  FISHING 

On  LOUGH  MELVIN. 

Visitors  to  Lough  Melvin  this  spring  can  have 
veiy  comfortable  Apartments  at  the 

PREMIER  FISHING  LODGE,  Garrison. 

Every  accommodation  for  anglers.  Splendid 
boats  and  experienced  boatmen. — Apply  to 
C'oULTKR  Kr.oS.,   (Jarrison,   Belleek,   Co.  Fer- 
managh, Ireland. 


FISHING -CORRIB. 

SMALL  HOUSE  TO  LET, 

Two  months  or  longer.  Charming  situa- 
tion, shores  of  lake.  Completely  fur- 
nished ;  plate  and  linen ;  garden,  boats, 
&c.— Apply  "X  267,"  c/o  Eason  &  Son, 
Dublin. 


Boarders  or  Lodgers 

RECEIVED, 


Good  Cooking.     Twenty  minutes  from 
River  Dart. 

COOMBE  HOUSE, 

Staverton,  Totnes,  S,  Devon. 

TWO  VACANCIES 

OCCUR  ON  THE 

NORTON  FISHING  CLUB  WATER. 

Good  train  service  from  London,  35 
miles. — Fot  full  particulars  apply, 

SiiCBETARY,  NOBTON  FISHERIES,  Baldock, 

Herts. 

TROUT  FISHING 


VACANCY  FOR  A  ROD 

Large  extent  of  water.  Brown,  Rainbow 
Trout  and  Grayling. — Apply, 

KEN  NET  VALLEY  FISHERIES,  Hungerford. 
CITY  or  LONDON 

Piscatorial  Society. 

President  :—Mv.  F.  B.  MILDtfAV,  M.P. 
Meeting  at  7.30  p.m.,  Tuesday  in  each  week,  at 
Mason's  Hall  Tavern,  Coleman  Street,  E.C. 
FISHING  WATERS.  —  Colne,  Wraysbury 
(S.W.B.)  and  Blackwater,  <fec.  ;  Bishop  s  Wick- 
ham  and  Langford  (G.E.R.)  near  Maldon,  Essex. 
Membership  confers  all  customary  advantages 
of  a  high-class  Angling  Society,  including  access 
to  a  good  library.  Applications  to  Honorary 
Secretary,  as  above 

The  Largest  Trout  Breeding  Establisliment 
iQ  Germany 

(500  hectares  of  drainable  ponds,  water  of  100  h.p. 
Ilowa  through  the  establishment),  offers  at  a  very 
moderate  price 

BE>T  RED  SPAWN  OF  RIVER  AND 
RAINBOW  TROUT 

from  naturally  kept  ptrent  fish.    Sent  against 
c«Bh  on  delivery.— F.  a'ld  E.  ZIEMSKN,  Viereg- 
genhof  bei  Wisinar  in  ijjckl.,  Oermany. 


ARMSTRONG'S 

APRIL  QUOTATIONS, 

What  do  You  think 
of  this  Offer? 

On  receipt  of  remittance  or  lianker's  reference 
any  four  of  the  rods  or  reels  ipioled  below  will 
be  sent  carriage  paid  on  approval  If  unsatis- 
factory we  will  pay  the  carriage  back  and  refund 
money  in  full.  It  thus  costs  nothing  to  test  the 
value  offered,  and  seeing  and  trying  the  actual 
rod  is  better  than  reading  a  hundred  catalogues. 
Other  goods  than  rods  or  reels  will  be  exchanged 
if  not  approved. 

Fly  Rods,  10},  11,  and  12  ft.,  split  cane,  ste»l 
Centre,  two  tops,  cork  grip,  rubber  button,  lock 
joints,  snake  rings,  perfect  balance  and  power, 
our  own  make  throughout.  Vsual  price,  .t5  5s.  ; 
present  price,  £3  .').<. 

English  Split  Cane,  10}  .and  11  ft.,  cork  grip, 
rubber  button,  lock  joints,  lovely  finish,  in  2  or 

3  pieces,  with  spare  top,  40/-. 

Highest  class  American  Split  Cane,  10),  11,  and 
12  ft.,  snake  rings,  2  tops,  closely  whipped,  superb 
quality,  English  flnisli,  21/-. 

Lovely  split  cane  Brook  or  Lady's  Rod,  S  to 
10  ft.,  2  tops,  weight  4  to  6  ozs.,  charming  little 
weapon,  every  angler  should  have  one  for  small 
sti  eams.    Usual  price,  £,i  is.  ;  our  price,  42/-. 

Tlie  same  rod  in  greenheart,  S  to  10  ft.,  H 
to  7  oz.,  32/0. 

Greenheart,  highest  quality  Fly  Rods,  10),  11, 
and  12  ft.,  cork  or  pigskin  grips,  rubber  button, 
snake  rings,  lock  joints,  best  finish  and  quality, 
perfect  balance  and  action,  equal  to  anything  at 
50/-.    Price  30/-. 

Greenheart  Fly  Rods,  10.},  11,  and  12  ft.,  2  tops, 
■iuake  rings,  cork  grip,  well  finished,  grand 
action,  15/-. 

Greenheart,  lo},  11,  and  12  ft.,  1  top,  snake 
rings,  swelled  balanced  grip,  powerful  rods,  6/6. 

Salmon  Rods,  tine  gree  iheart,  double  cork 
rips,  2  tops,  lock  joints,  magnificent  balance  and 
actiim,  14  and  15  ft.,  45/-  ;  16  and  18  ft.,  50/-. 

Strong  Greenheart  Salmon  Rods,  swelled  handle, 
good  finish,  1  top,  14  and  15  ft.,  10/G  ;  16  and  18 
ft.,  lC/6. 

Bronzed  Rotary  Check  Reels,  revolving  pl.atc, 
2t  in.,  2,9;  2}  in.,  3/3  ;  21  in.,  4/-  ;  3  in.,  6/-. 

Gun  Metal  and  Ebonite  Winch,  sunk  revolving 
plate,  drums  composed  of  pillars,  not  solid,  per- 
forated sides,  light  (|Ui(  k  winding,  2i  in.,  8/6  ; 
2i  in.,  9/6  ;  3  in.,  12/6  ;  3}  in.,  14/-. 

Aluminium  Reel,  ebonite  back  plate,  the  lightest 
reel  and  the  most  lieautiful  action  in  existence, 
2}  in.,  12/6 ;  2i,  15/- ;  3  in.,  17/6  ;  3}  in.,  21/-. 

Salmon  Flies,  dressed  on  best  hooks,  with  the 
finest  materials,  best  tinsel  and  feathers.  All 
kinds,  5  to  10,  !/• ;  2  to  4,  1/3 ;  1  and  1},  1/6  ; 

10  to  4o,  1/9  each. 

Trout  Flies,  deadly  killers,  specially  dressed 
for  us  l)y  Scotch  gamskeepers,  1/3  per  doz. 

Loch  and  Ssa  Trout  Flies,  1/6  per  dozen. 

Eyed  Floating  Files,  the  deadliest  produced, 
1/9  per  dozen. 

Three  Good  Gut  Casts.  Strongest  salmon,  5/6 
eacli ;  strong  salniDn,  2/6  each  ;  grilse,  1/6  eacli. 

Finest  Trout  Casts.  1.x,  2.x,  3x,  4x,  Sd.  each. 

Grand  Quality  Trout  Casts,  dead  tine,  flue,  and 
medium,  5(Z.  each.    Remarkable  value. 

Devon  Minnows,  1  in.,  10</.  ;  1}  in.,  1/1  ;  2  in  , 
1/4  ;  2i  in.,  1/8  ;  3  in.,  2/-. 

Phantom  Minnows,  2  to  31  in.,  1/8  ;  3}  in.,  I/IO 

11  in.,  2/-. 

Best  Gut,  about  12  in.  Ix,  1/6  per  100  ;  2x,  3x, 
;/6  per  100  ;  4x,  5x,  4/-  per  100. 

Goo  J  Landing  Net,  4  ft.  cane  liandle,  collapsiljle 
ring  and  good  net,  2/9.  Ditto,  better  quality,  4/6. 

Hooks  to  fine  Gut  for  Trout,  any  size,  1/-  per 
doz.  Ditto  for  roach,  Sd.  per  doz.  Best  Stewart 
hooks,  1/3  per  doz. 

Best  Waterproof  Line,  absolutely  finest  quality, 
any  length  sent.  Strong  salmon,  5/6  ;  medium 
salmon,  4/6  ;  medium  trout,  3/6  ;  fine  trout,  3/-. 
Good  reliable  quality  ditto  :  strong  salmon,  3/6  ; 
medium  salmon,  2/6;  medium  trout,  1/9;  fine 
trout,  1/-.   All  per  20  yards. 

2-joint  Sea  Rod,  8  ft.,  snake  rings,  pulley  end, 
3/6. 

The  "Armstrong"  Saa  Rod,  9  ft.,  cork  butt, 
reenbeart  top  piece.    Made  lighter  than  usual 
run,  for  fish  up  to  i  or  5  11).    Gives  grand  sport, 
15/-. 

Best  Sea  Rod.  8  and  9  ft.,  35/-. 

Fine  WooJ  Reel,  removable  check,  3  in.,  5/9- 

4  in  ,  8/6  ;  5  in.,  14/-. 

Wading  Stockings,  beautifally  ligiit,  soft  and 
pliable,  sateen,  best  work  and  material.  Usual 
price,  27.S.  ;  our  price,  17/C  per  pair. 

Ditto  Trousers.  Usual  price,  3,5/- ;  our  price,  25/- 

Strong  Twill  Stockings,  splendid  for  hard 
wear,  12/6. 

Ditto  Trousers,  19/9  jier  pair. 

Leather  and  Canvas  Brogues,  very  strong,  to 
lace,  18/6  per  pair. 
State  length  of  foot  in  ordering  stockings,  &c. 

Get  oup  List  of  Steel  Boats  and 
Punts  that  never  leak. 

Address  in  full 

ARMSTRONG  &  CO., 

Sporting  Gun  Dept., 
115,  N'iand  Street, 
NEWCASTLE -O/V-TYNE. 


TROUTJ^ISHING 
A  VACANCY  FOR  A  ROD 

on  the  Bradbourne  Stretch  of  the  River 
Darenth.  Heavily  stocked  with  Pario. 
Four  railway  stations  easy  walking  dis- 
tance of  water. — Particulars  apply, 
Herbert  H.  Simmons,  Green  Trees, 
Nr.  Tonbridge. 


TO  LET. 

ANGLING  IN  IRELAND, 

Co.  Donegal, 

for  whole  or  part  of  season.  Sole  right  of 
angling  from  north  side  of  Gweebara  River  from 
Doocharry  to  Loughbarra— a  dista  ee  of  eight 
miles.  Also  right  ol  angling  on  Loughbarra, 
where  a  boat  is  always  available.  Imiiortant 
salmon  lishery  on  this  river.  I'or  angling  it  is 
second  to  none  in  the  county.  Season  salmon 
and  sea  trout  rise  freely  on  the  fly  in  both  river 
and  lake,  from  March  to  November.  Daily  or 
average  take  from  4  to  6  salmon  ;  from  8  to  10  not 
unusual. — Apply  to  John  .McElhinby  (Agent), 
Doocliary  P.O.,  by  Strabane,  Co.  Donegal. 

TO  letFI 
A  WELL-FURNISHED  HOUSE 

(LARUTA) 

On  the  famous  Eiver  Erne,  half-way 
between  Belleek  and  Ballyshannou,  from 
1st  May  till  end  of  September  or 
portion  of  that  period  if  required. — 
For  further  particulars  apply  to  Capt.  D. 
AucHENLECK,  Laputa,  Ballyshannou. 


A  CLUB,  having  -i  miles  of 

TROUT  FISHING 

(both  banks)  in  Hertfordshire,  has 
jPOUR  VACANCIES. 

End  of  water  2J  miles  from  railway 
station.  Good  Inn  close  to  water.  Sub- 
scription, £25  ;  Entrance  Fee,  £5. — Apply 
to  P.  C.  Puller,  Youngsbury,  Ware. 


WANTEO  IMMEDIATELY. 

A    USEFUL  LAD 

about  18  years  of  age  (son  of  a  Fishery 
Keeper  preferred),  to  help  on  a  large  Pish 
Hatchery  in  Hertfordshire.-Apply,  giving 
full  particulars,  to  Secretary,  Norton 
Fisheries,  Ltd  ,  Baldock,  Herts. 


TENDERS  WANTED 


FOR  SUPPLY  OF 


JACK,  PERCH,  &  BREAM 

(some  must  be  sizeable)  to  South  Norwood 
Lake,  S.E. — Alfred  Hill,  Hon.  Sec, 
Hareston,  Tavistock  Eoad,  Croydon. 


FOR  SALK. 

Apply  to  Major  Hon.  F.  Le  POER  TRENCH, 
4,  Wilfpid  Street,  Carlisle. 

The  following  Rods,  Flies,  <&c.  :— 

18  ft.  Cane  built,  Steel  centre,  by  Hardy, 

1  top — no  better  rod  was  ever  made 

—in  perfect  order  £500 

17i  ft.  Gane-built,  Steel-riblied,  liy  Foster 

iiros.,  Ashbourne,  quite  new,  3  tops  ...  4  0  0 
19.i  ft.  Whole  Cane,  by  Gillett,  3  tops,  in 

perfect  order   2  0  0 

17  ft.  Greenheart  Rod,  2  tops    110  0 

4  Salmon  Reels,  with  useful  Lines  on 

each  each    015  0 

About  200  New  Salmon  FIie3,large,  per  doz.  012  0 
Ditto,  Salmon  Flies,  medium  size,     ,,      0  7  6 
Gatfs,  Minnows,  all  kinds  of  Tackle,  &c.,  at  one 
(|uarter  cost. 


THE  RIVER  DEE  FISHERY, 

CORWEN,  NORTH  WALES. 

Water  strictly  preserved  for  half-a-century, 
and  the  length  of  bank  is  upwards  of  12  miles. 

FOR  AN  a  LING  ONLY. 

Open  to  Anglers  for  Trout,  Grayling,  &c., 
but  not  Salmon  or  Sea  Trout. 

Season  ...£1  10  0  |  Weekly  £0  6  0 
Monthly     1    0    0  I  Day  ...     0    2  0 


FOR  SALE. 

A  superior  10  ft.  6  in.  Greenheart  Trout  Rod, 
with  i  tops,  double  brazed,  and  in  ((uite  new 
ondition,  price  10/-;  also  a  Pigskin  H'lylii«.k. 
with  a  large  number  of  best  new  Trout  VWa, 
price  l2/b.  Will  sind  on  approval.— Adihvsi, 
I'AWNBiioKKli,  121,  Mayfair,  llfr>r<l,  E;sci. 


Cast  yoar  Eye  on  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIKS, 
for  pd.,  3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  3%.  6d., 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powers 

— having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle, 
and  Fly  Dressing  Mateiials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 


WHITE  BROTHERS, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 
 OMAGH,  IRELAND,  

H.  JOHNSON,  Gut  Merchant. 

Send  1/.  for  3  SAMPLE  CASTS,  3  yards  each, 
tapered,  fine,  medium,  and  strong,  and  see 
Quality. 

BEST   SELECTED   DRAWN    GUT,  3,  4,  and  bx, 

13  in.,  2/6  ;  l.'i  in.,  3/- ;  IS  in.,  4/-  per  100. 
BEST  UNDRAWN  GUT,  ix,  fine,  16  in.,  2/6; 

18  in.,  3/- ;  20  in.,  3/6  per  100. 
GUT    CASTS,    FIRST    QUALITY,  1  yard,  1/4; 

2  yards,  2/6  ;  3  yards,  3/6  per  doz. 
BEST    SOLID    PLAITED    ROACH    LINES,  per 

100  yards,  1/6;  BARBEL,  2/-;  PIKE.  3/6. 
BEST    NOTTINGHAM    LOBS    AND    BAG,  3/4 

per  1,000.  TUB  TRAbK  SUPPMED. 

155,  Waterway  Street,  Nottingham. 

LIVERPOOL 

Ang-ling  Association. 

(Founded  1878), 

Henflqiuirfc):<) :  J)JS  SITA'A  'S  UOTKL, 
Queen  Sqiittt'e  and  SI.  tTohii'n  Znne, 


TROUT  &  COARSE  FISHING. 

For  Particulars  of  Membersliip,  apply— 

HV.  L.  OOLDSMITU,  62,  D.-ile  Street. 


SALMON  ANGLING 

GALWAY. 

Prospectus  and  Rules  for  1908  on 
application.  Catch  last  Season,  737. 
Season  Rods,  February-Septem- 
ber inclusive,  60  Guineas.  Pro-rata 
deduction  for  lapsed  time. — Apply,  The 
Clerk,  Fishery  Office,  Galway. 

RAINBOW  TROUT  from  6  to  12  ins. 
TENCH  -   -   -   -   „    1  „  2  lbs, 

THE  WELHAM  PARK  FISH 
HATCHERY,  LTD., 

MALTON,  YORKSHIRE. 

CLEOBURY  NORTH  FISHERY 

SHROPSHIRE. 

Proprietor — E.  S.  Hamilton-RusselI/. 
Brown,  Loch  Leven,  and  Rainbow  Trout, 
for  delivery  from  Ludlow  or  .Bridgnorth 
Stations. 

Apply  J.  Mabtin,  The  Fishery,  Cleobury 
North,  Bridgnorth. 


Pears 

No  impurity  in  Pears' 
Soap. 

Economical  in  use 

It  wears  out  only  for  your 
comfort  and  cleanliness. 

Sold  in  every  land. 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Albert  Tiller.— Will  you  please  send  na  your 

aildress  ? 


betters  to  the  Ebitoi\ 

i.We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

A  PROTEST  FROM  SHEFFIELD. 
Dear  Sir, — It  will  he  of  interest  to  Mr.  A.  J. 
Riidd,  in  view  of  his?  very  proper  protest  against 
the  invasion  of  the  Norfolk  Broads  during  the  elo.se 
season,  to  know  that  he  has  grossly,  though  douht- 
less  unintentionally,  lihelled  the  Sheffield  angler  in 
stating  that  ''another  army  is  coming  from  Shef- 
field "  Whatever  the  elastic  conscience  of  the 
Bolton  angler  may  permit  him  to  do,  the  Shef- 
fieliler  is  too  sincere  a  sportsman  to  indulge  in 
competition  during  the  spawning  period.  The  fact 
that  there  is  no  official  close  season  on  the  Broads 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter — two  wrongs 
never  yet  made  a  riglit  ! 

I  may  inform  Mr.  Rudd  and  your  readers  gener- 
ally that  the  first  excursion  from  Sheffield  to  the 
Norfolk  Broads  will  be  run  in  Jime  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  Sheffield  Daily  Telegraph,  who  will 
promote  the  first  match  there.  On  that  occasion, 
doubtless,  "  an.  army  "  will  visit  these  interesting 
waters,  but  until  then  no  Sheffield  rod  will  intrude 
itself.  I  am  sure  Mr.  Rudd  and  your  readers  will 
aco-apt  this  intimation  in  fairness  to  the  Sheffield 
angler,  who  is  before  anything  a  sportsman,  and 
whose  respect  for  the  close  season,  and,  therefore, 
for  his  sport,  is  sincere  and  practical. 

By  the  way,  one  wonders  what  the  officials  of 
the  National  Federation  and  the  Northern  Anglers' 
Association,  with  which  Bolton  is  so  closely  identi- 
■fied,  will  think  of  this  remarkable  enterprise  I — 
Yours  truly,  F.  M.  Poole. 

Sheffield^  Daily  Telegraph,  March  .31,  1908. 
f-  [We  are  very  glad  to  find  that  Mr.  Rudd  was 
quite  mistaken.  We  all  know  how  splendidly  the 
Sheffield  anglers  worked  to  get  the  Mundella  Act 
passed  to  enforce  a  close  time  for  coarse  fi.sh.  and 
it  i.i  not  likely  they  are  going  to  fish  in  the  close 
seiison,  even  whei-e  it  is.  unfortunately,  still  legal 
to  do  so.  No  one  who  is  worthy  to  be  called  an 
angler  and  a  sportsman  ever  thinks  of  fishing  in 
the  spawning  season. — Ed.] 


CLOSE  TIME  FOR  FRESH-WATER  FISH. 

Dear  Sir, — Respecting  Mr.  Rudd's  letter  to  the 
Eastern  Daily  Express,  which  appeared  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  March  28,  may  I  be  allowed  to 
correct  the  impression  he  has  evidently  received 
tlirough  your  Lancashire  correspondent. 
^  A  certain  railway  company,  being  desirous  of 
opening  out  the  rivers  and  broads  of  Norfolk  to 
anglers  and  other  visitors  from  the  northern 
counties,  have  ofJered  special  cheap  facilities  for 
Easter,  which  are  being  taken  advantage  of  by 
Bolton  anglers  and  the  public  generally.  The  total 
number  of  tickets  applied  for  is  724,  inclusive  of 
women  and  children.  Anglers,  no  doubt,  will  form 
the  majority,  and  will  fish  the  Dilhara  Canal,  with 
a  view  to  another  and  longer'  stay  in  summer. 

Tiie  statement  made  by  your  Lancashire  corre- 
spondent that  Bolton  anglers  fish  other  people's 
waters  in  close  sea.son,  but  stop  all  fishing  in  their 
own,  is  in  keeping  wiln  the  rest  of  his  lucubrations, 
which  Lancashira  anglers,  "as  a  body,  entirely 
repudiate. 

Tiie  B,)lton  Anglers'  Association,  and,  indeed,  I 
believe  all  Lancashire  angling  societies,  always  open 
th<^ir  waters  at  Whitsuntide,  which,  of  course,  is 
within  the  close  season — the  optional  close  sea,son, 
[  should  say — March  15  to  June  15.  Bolton  Asso- 
iiation  closes  its  coarse  fish  waters  on  March  15, 
md  opens  its  trout  waters  on  the  same  day.  It 
)peas  its  coarse  fish  waters  as  well  at  holiday 
iimes.  As  your  Lancashire  correspondent  does  the 
same  for  the  canal  in  which  he  is  interested,  he  is 
leting  hypocritically,  and  also  falsely,  in  accusing 
3olton  anglers  of  fishing  other  people's  waters 
vliile  keeping  tlieir  own  closed. 

Now,  I  have  every  sympathy  with  Mr.  "Rudd  in 
lis  work  of  preserving  the  fishing  in  the  broads, 
^et  from  personal  knowledge  of  the  working  of  the 
Hundella  Act  ever  since  its  enactment — and  I  was 
m  angler  many  years  before — I  am  convinced  that 
ts  introdu'jtion  into  Norfolk  would  not  help  hfm. 
nit  to  the  contrary.  At  present,  the  Norfolk  and 
Suffolk  waters  are  closed  against  netting,  trimmers, 
>tc.,  from  March  1  to  June  30.  rod  and^line  fishin<^ 
miy  being  allowed.  Here  in  Lancashire  there  is 
lothing  to  stop  netting,  indeed,  it  is  largely  prac- 
ised  by  officials  of  the  conservancy  boards  in 
Oder  to  rid  the  rivers  of  coarse  fish.  On  some 
ivers  anglers  are  freely  invited  to  take  all  the 


eoarso  fish  they  ean  capture,  without  taking  out  a 
trout  licenco  ;  on  others  the  trout  licence  tacitly 
covers  coarse  fish.  When  anyone  says  that  Lanca- 
shire  anglers  are  travelling  into  other  counties 
because  their  own  waters  are  closed,  he  is  stating 
that  which  cannot  be  substantiated. 

As  regards  our  sportsmanlike  qualities.  At  the  last 
meeting  of  the  National  Federation  of  Anglers  wo 
proposed  that  a  licence  of  one  shilling  per  annum 
be  imposed  by  every  conservancy  board  on  every 
angler  fishing  its  waters  ;  our  object  being  to 
provide  each  board  with  the  necessary  funds  for 
preserving  and  improving  the  rivers  end  tributaries 
under  its  control.  Our  pioposition  was  vetoed  by 
those  who  are  now  charging  us  with  delinquency 
and  reproaching  us  as  poachers.  Further,  so  far  as 
Bolton  anglers  are  concerned,  we  have  the  audacity 
to  believe  that  we  are  several  standards  higlier  iii 
piscatorial  education  than  our  detractors  :  we  have 
ong  been  convinced  that  Nature  unassisted  cannot 
mamtain  a  sufficient  supply  of  fish  capable  of 
providing  sport  for  the  ever-increasing  votaries  of 
our  health-giving  recreation  ;  and,  in  evidence 
thereof,  I  beg  to  mention  that  we  maintain  a  trout 
hatchery,  and  have  placed  some  £2,'50  worth  of 
trout  and  coar.se  fish  into  our  local  waters  within 
the  last  four  months. 

As  a  further  result  of  our  study  of  the  subject, 
we  have  concluded  that  the  closing  of  waters 
against  rod  and  line  fishing  between  March  15  and 
June  15  is  absolutely  useless;  indeed  worse,  for 
it  IS  a  delusion  and  a  snare,  of  scuring  the  view,  and 
preventing  the  introduction  of  scientific  methods  of 
breeding  and  preserving  fish. 

So  far  as  trout  are  concerned,  the  comparatively 
sniall  quantity  of  ova  they  produce,  the  length  of 
time  they  require  for  hatching,  and  the  care  required 
afterwards,  makes  the  process  rather  costly  ;  yet 
artificial  breeding  is  the  only  means  whereby  we 
can  keep  up  the  supply  in  our  Bolton  reservoirs. 
With  regard  to  coarse  fish,  the  process  is  so  ridicu- 
lously simple  that,  as  the  result  of  two  experiments 
on  a  large  scale,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that, 
under  ordinary  practical  conditiom ,  two-incli  roach 
can  be  produced  at  the  rate  of  £1  per  million. 

I  hope,  Mr.  Editor,  that  the  importance  of  the 
subject  will  excuse  me  for  trespassing  to  such  an 
extent  on  your  very  valuable  space,  and  will 
c:onclude  by  eainestly  requesting  Mr.  Rudd  to  join 
the  Comicil  of  the  National  Federation  of  Anglers, 
so  as  to  be  able  to  take  part  in  the  discussion  at 
the  meeting  on  May  2. — Yours  truly, 
March  31.  Peter 

(Of  the  Bolton  Chronicle). 


RE  MR.  JARDINE'S  LIST  OF  RECORD! 

FISH,    1907-08.  c;  ^ 

Deab  Sir, — An  interesting  addition,  which  I  can 
vouch  for,  is  a  parch — weight  41b. — caught  at  Tydd 
on  Sept.  Hi,  1007,  by  a  native  (Mr.  B.  Knott)  with 
a  live-bait.  This  fish  was  "  cased,"  and  is  now  on 
show  at  a  Sheffield  tackle-dealer's  (Mr.  W.  Fox, 
London-road).  It  is  a  magnificent  perch,  thick 
and  short.  Length,  18in.,  tip  of  nose  to  end  of 
tail  ;  width,  Oin.  As  it  "  tops  "  all  mentioned  in 
the  list,  I  thought  you  might  bo  interested  — Yours 
t''"'y'  R.  Padi.ev. 

Sheffield. 

[Many  thanks. — Ed.] 


DO  TROUT 


FOLLOW  THE 
TAKING  ? 


FLY  BEFORE 


Dear  Sir, — To  the  above  question  the  writer  of 
the  article  on  "  Bass  Fishing  "  quoted  in  your  last 
impression  would  appear  to  give  a  negative  answer, 
for  in  contrasting  the  habits  of  the  bass  and  the 
trout  in  this  respect  he  says  :  "  But  one  thing  I 
notice  to-day  which  agrees  with  what  I  have  noticed 
respecting  fishes  of  this  family  (Bass)  in  other  lands 
IS  their  habit  of  following  the  flies  along  the  top  of 
the  water  for  a  considerable  distance  before  taking 
them  in.  .  .  .  You  do  not  catch  trout  at  that 
kind  of  anticipatory  following  after.  From  some- 
where down  below  the  spotted  fellows  catch  sight 
of  the  lures,  and,  with  minds  made  up,  rush  to  the 
top  and  suck  them  in  without  deliberation.  It  be- 
speaks a  difference  in  the  mentality  of  the  two  types 
I  suppose. "  J    ■ ' 

Now,  Sir,  this  is  certainly  not  in  accordance  with 
my  experience  as  regards  the  taking  of  the  artificial 
fly  by  trout— at  any  rate,  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
On  the  contrary,  I  have  over  and  over  again  in 
well-stocked  trout  streams  seen  brown  trout  fol- 
lowing the  fly,  and  often  without  any  final  attempt 
at  takmg  it ;  and  even  in  tlie  case  of  sea-trout, 
where  it  is  much  more  difficult  to  obtain  visible 
proof,  I  had  on  one  occasion  an  opportunity  of 
getting  ocular  demonstration  of  the  same  fact.'  It 
was  in  a  clear  shallow  pool  at  the  mouth  of  a  Scotch 
river,  tidal  at  some  periods  of  the  day,  but  in  its 
normal  state  at  the  time  I  fished  it,  and  full  of 
sea-trout.  A  bright  sun  was  shining,  and  from  the 
high  bank  I  could  plainly  see  the  fish— often  se\eral 
at  a  time — following  the  flies  for  some  distance 
when  ultimately,  as  the  flies  got  nearer  the  side,' 
the  fish  would  perhaps  take— sometimes  one^ 
sometimes  two — often  none. 

In  the  case  of  Lochs  or  Lakes  I  cannot  say  I  ever 
recollect  having  any  positive  ocular  proof.  Of 
course  the  usually  much  greater  depth  of  the  water 
fished,  and  the  fact  that  the  fisher  is  not  often 
raised  much  above  its  level,  and  generally  "  feet- 
below,"  radically  alters  the  conditions  for  obser- 
vation, but  I  ha\e  no  doubt  whatever  in  mv  own 
mind  that  in  this  case  also  the  fish^  at  any  rate 
frequently,  follow  the  fly  for  some  distance  before 
taking.— Yours    faithfully,  "Fly-Fisheu 


ARTIFICIAL  FEEDING   OF  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
inform  me  of  any  mechanical  appliance  or  system 
to  feed  trout  on  a  large  scale  by  artificial  food  "in  1 1n- 
growing ponds  that  they  may  1  o  put  into  .sporting 
waters  a  fair  size  ? — Yours  truly, 

Hawkshead,  Ambleside.       Frederic  Fowkes. 

[I  gave  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  last  year  some 
particulars  which  might  help  Mr.  Fowkes  as  regards 
the  cultivation  of  natural  food  for  trout  feedin". 
If  he  reads  German,  he  can  get  one  or  two  small 
works  on  the  subject.  Hand-feeding  is  probably 
much  the  best  plan,  and  cheapest  in  the  end.— Ed".] 

SALMON  FEEDING  IN  FRESH  WATER. 
Dear  Sir, — i  read  the  Fishing  Gazette  weekly, 
and  enjoy  the  same  very  much.    There  appeared  in 
your  issue  of  March  21  a  letter,  "  Do  Salmon  Feed  in 
Fresh  Water  '/  "    Now  this  must  be  allowed  as 
sure,  as  can  be  shown  by  fish  being  caught  bv 
various  kinds   of  lures   aiid   baits,   artificial  and 
natural.    Now  it  has  been  stated  that  salmon  do 
not  feed  in  fresh  water,  but  only  as  a  matter  of 
caprice,  as  a  kitten  will  play  with  a  ball,  etc. 
That  this  view  is  erroneous,  can  be  proved  by  two 
different   rivers   in   our    district— in    one  salmon 
can  always  be  caught  with   a  bimch   of  worms 
the  whole  season  through ;   in    the    other  river 
salmon  are  never  knowi  to  take  a  natural  bait. 
I  have  fished  for  twenty  years,  and  in  one  in.stance 
only  was  a  salmon  caught  on  this  latter  river  by 
worms,  it  being  a  bunch  of  the  same.    How  can  it 
be  explained  that  salmon  follow  those  lures  for  frolic  ? 
When  on  one  river  they  make  a  decided  choice  of 
the  lures  there  must  be  some  reason  other  than  frolic. 
The  first  river  is  earlier,  which  must  be  aceountecl 
for  by  the  temperature  of  water,  and  as  coming  out 
of  a  loch  ;    also  a  different  bottom,  and  conse- 
quently other  kinds  of  feeding.    Strange  to  state, 
there  is  only  a  few  miles  distance  between  thtm," 
and  yet  salmon  in  one  feed  on  worms,  in  the  other 
are  seldom  known  to  be  caught  with  this  bait ;  the 
artificial  fly  or  minr  ow  only.    To  say  that  fish  lose 
weight  whilst  in  fresh  water  is  very  doubtful.  It 
must  be  allowed  when  fish  ascend  to  spawn  at  the 
back  end  of  season  there  must  be  a  certain  loss  of 
weight.    But  when  salmon  run  up  in  the  spring 
months  there  is  very  little  loss  of  weight,  as  the  fif.h 
improve  by  the  change.    It  would  not  be  correct  to 
say  a  grilse  had  lost  weight  through  not  feeding. 
The  likelOiood  is  the  fish  may  have  suffered  for  want 
of  sufficient  food,  and  therein  may  the  reason  be 
accounted,  for  if  it  were  purely  a  "matter  of  &-olie 
or  caprice  then  any  fancy  or  gaudy  article  would 
do  the  trick  on  all  rivers  alike. — Yoiirs  truly, 
Ayrshire,  N.B.  T.  Baird. 


PLACE  FOR  TEACHING  THE  BOYS  FLY 
FISHING  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  reccmmend  your  correspon- 
dent to  try  Glenisia  Hotel,  Glenisla.  Ferthshiie. 
Alyth  Station,  eight  or  ten  miles  from  hotel.  Hotel 
small,  comfortable,  charges  reasonable,  no  villa},  e 
near.  River  Isla  small,  easily  and  safely  waded, 
few  trees,  rapid  running  in  places,  free  for  mills, 
contains  any  nrmber  of  small  trout  about  six  to" 
the  pound,  very  easily  caught  with  fly  in  any 
quantity  and  quickly,  no  large  trout  in"  this  pai't 
of  river.  An  ideal  place  for  boys  as  they  could  not 
fail  to  make  baskets  with  little  practice  with  ti  e 
fly.  Any  small  fly  will  do,  especially  s-mall  Mnr(  h 
Brown,  GreenwelFs  Glory,  Hofland's  Fancy.  Tie 
upper  parts  of  this  valley,  fifteen  miles  above  hotel, 
are  wild,  and  the  grouping  of  hills  esceedirgly 
beautiful. — Yours  truly,  Teach  the  Boys.'^  " 

TROUT-FISHING  NEAR  MANCHESTER. 

Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Jf.n:fs 
Gates  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  28,  giving 
information  to  "  Novice  "  in  respect  of  the'rivds 
Kent  and  Bela  under  the  above  heading,  he  s«\s 
in  his  last  paragraph  :  "  With  '  Novife,'  I  al.so  i"m 
desirous  of  hearing  of  some  trout-fishing  in  the 
vicinity  of  Alanchester,  and  await  further  replies  to 
his  letter  with  interest." 

I   think  I   may  safely  say  the  nearest  trout- 
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fishing  to  Mancliestar  is  on.  the  Rivor  Bollin,  a 
distanca  of  eight  or  nine  miles  from  the  city,  and 
i-!  of  easy  aoaass,  either  by  the  Cheshire  Lines  Riil- 
vvay  to  H.\[e  Station  or  by  the  Mmch^ster  Soutli 
Ju'i3fcioa  Riilway  to  Altrinoham. 

So;n3  eight  or  ten  miles  of  this  stream  is  strictly 
p.-essrvrei  by  the  Bollin  Angling  Association,  who 
>it03k  yearly  with  treat  and  grayling  reared  at  the 
association's  owa  hatchery. 

Tne  fishing  on  this  water  is  confined  to  a  limited 
numbar  of  rods  at  an  annnal  subscription  of  one 
guinea. 

iShould  your  correspondents  care  to  write  my 
brother,  the  secretary  of  the  association,  Mr.  F.  G. 
Stevens,  "  Birwya,"  Tosvnfield-road,  Altrincham,  I 
feel  sure  he  would  be  pleased  to  give  them  any 
infornaatioa  they  may  desire. — Yonrs  trvily, 

H.  H.  Stevens. 

["  Novice  "  should  also  write  to  Mr.  R.  W.  Owen, 
miaager  of  Earl  Djiibigli's  Fisheries,  Holywell, 
North  Wales,  for  pirticulars  of  waters  preserved 
and  stooltsd  by  Lord  Daabigh,  on  which  rods  are 
to  b3  had — only  for  the  season,  I  think. — Ed.} 


"EX-CHAMPION  ANGLER  OF  GREAT 
BRITAIN." 

Dear  Sib, — ^I  enclose  a  cutting  taken  from  the 
Glasgow  Daily  Record  and  Mail  of  March  19.  Can 
you  tell  me  what  compstition  entitles  one  to  claim 
th?  honour  of  champion  of  Great  Britain  ?  Any 
i.iformation  will  oblige. — Yours  truly, 

Brookfield. 

The  following  is  the  cutting  referred  to  : — 
"  Association  Wanted  fob  Musselburgh. — A 
committee  has  been  formed  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  data  regarding  local  riparian  rights  and 
other  necessary  information,  and  to  report  to  a 
public  meeting  to  be  held  shortly  in  Musselburgh, 
wlien  it  is  hoped  a  local  angling  association  will  be 
formed.  Bailie  W.  D.  Niven,  Musselburgh,  ex- 
champion  angler  of  Great  Britain,  is  at  the  head  of 
the  movement." 

[I  really  never  heard  of  a  champion  anglar  of 
Great  Britain — he  must  be  a  "  rare  bird,"  anyway. 
—Ed.] 


PHENOMENAL  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — In  looking  through  some  of  my 
notes  a  day  or  two  ago,  I  find  it  stated  that  a 
correspondent  of  the  Fishing  Gazette — Mr.  Grirable, 
I  think  it  was — tells  us  of  Mr.  E.  P.  Bates  killing 
114  salmon  in  five  weeks,  "  one  fish  of  521b.  being 
among  the  number." 

This  was  as  long  ago  as  1003,  but  perhaps  you 
or  some  of  your  readers  may  be  able  to  kindly  let 
me  know  where  this  grand  fishing  took  place. — 
Yours  truly,  Mona. 


THE  PROPOSED  EXTENSION  OF 
DAYLIGHT  BILL. 

Dear  Sir, — I  see  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  March 
2i  you  highly  approve  of  the  Daylight  Biil  now 
before  the  House  of  Commons. 

I  have  been  speaking  to  a  number  of  working 
men  about  the  proposed  alteration  of  clocks,  and 
they  are  all  up  in  arms  about  ha\'ing  to  go  to  work 
at  twenty  minutes  to  five  instead  of  at  six.  It 
certainly  seems  to  me  a  very  doubtful  blessing,  fcr 
altering  our  clocks  won't  alter  the  sun,  and  will  put 
many  things  out  of  gear.  Here  we  breakfast  at 
ei^ht,  and  I  am  not  sure  all  will  enjoy  having  the 
time  changed  to  twenty  minutes  to  seven. 

I  can  fancy  I  see  the  faces  of  some  of  my  friends 
when,  after  a  hard  day's  fishing,  dinner,  and  a  rubber 
of  whist,  I  say,  "  Good-night,  breakfast  at  twenty 
to  seven,  old  time,  eight  by  Act  of  Parliament." — 
Yours  truly,  Fishebiman. 


ANGLING  IN  NORTH-EAST  KENT. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  anybody  kindly  tell  me  what 
fishing  there  is  to  be  had  near  Canterbury,  Faver- 
.shain,  and  Sittingbourne,  in  Kent  ?  I  prefer  trout, 
bat  I  like  all  kinds,  and  am  willing  to  pay  up  to  a 
reasonable  sum  to  Join  any  local  association. — 
Yours  truly,  Ernest  Phillips. 


TROUT  FEEDING  IN  LAKES. 
Dear  Sir, — There  is  a  point  on  which  I  do  not 
now  agree  with  several  writers  on  lake  fishing, 
t'lat  is,  as  to  the  advantage  of  fishing  on  the  side 
of  the  la'te  towards  which  the  wind  is  blowing, 
because  of  the  food  blown  there.  If  the  food  is 
flies,  etc.,  blown  from  the  trees  and  grasses  on  the 
shore,  I  would  think  the  water  on  the  shore  from 
^vhich  the  wind  is  blowing  would  be  much  better 
furnished  with  such  food.  Suppose  the  lake  to  be 
tluree  miles  wide,  where  is  the  food  to  coifie  from  to 
be  blovm  to  the  exposed  shore  ? 


It  would  seem  to  me  more  reasonable  to  believe 
that  the  sheltered  water  would  receive  many  more 
insects,  grubs,  etc.,  from  the  trees,  etc.,  inmiediately 
above  it,  and  that  the  wise  trout  would  be  there, 
head  to  wind,  to  feed  on  them,  and  on  the  schools 
of  minnows  which  seem  to  prefer  the  quieter  water 
when  near  shore. 

As  I  say,  I  do  not  now  see  any  reason  why  there 
should  be  as  much  food  on  the  exposed  shore  as  on 
the  sheltered.  Whatever  there  was  would  have  to 
come  across  the  lake,  and  the  waters  nearer  the 
shore  whence  it  came  would  receive  the  greater 
proportion  of  it. 

This  has  been  my  theory,  and  I  wovild  be  obliged 
for  correction  if  I  am  WTong. — Yours  truly, 

Ottawa,  Canada.  J.  E.  Macpherson. 

[I  think  that  the  experience  of  most  anglers  bears 
out  the  old  idea  that  trout  are  more  likely  to  be 
found  feeding  on  that  side  of  a  river  or  lake  towards 
which  the  wind  is  blowing  than  on  that  from 
which  it  is  blowing;  The  reason,  doubtless,  is  that 
just  as  leaves,  weeds,  etc.,  collect  on  the  side  to 
which  the  wind  drives  them,  so  do  flies  and  other 
insects,  and  as  all  flies  which  alight  or  are  blown  on  to 
the  surface  at  any  part  (in  the  middle  or  elsewhere)  at 
once  begin  to  drive  towards  the  windward  shore, 
the  fish  follow,  and  so  are  led  on  to  that  shore  where 
the  sm-face  food  is  collecting  ;  if  it  is  a  shore  with 
a  high,  steep  bank,  the  flies  are  usually  in  a  line  a 
yard  or  two  from  the  bank,  where  the  backwash 
from  the  waves  striking  the  side  make  a  sort  of 
haven.  If  the  land  is  as  low  as  the  water,  the 
flies  are  blown  on  to  it. — Ed.] 


FISHING  AT  FORDWICH,  NEAR  HERNE  BAY. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Wheeler  says  that  one  can  fish 
at  Fordwich  for  trout  at  is.  a  day.  He  will  find 
that  the  Is.  ticket  is  for  coarse  fish  only. — Yours 
tr.uly.  Badger. 

Canterbury. 


FISHING  AT  BOURNEMOUTH   IN  MAY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  if  you 
or  any  of  your  readers  will  give  me  any  information 
as  to  sea-fishing  or  trout-fishing  to  be  had  dm'ing 
the  first  half  of  May  at  Bournemouth.  I  fear  it 
will  be  too  early  for  almost  all  sea  fish,  and  difficvilt 
to  find  trout-fishing  in  that  neighboiu'hood  which 
is  not  strictly  preserved  ;  but  I  write  with  a  faint 
hope  of  hearing  of  something  possible  to  catch  at 
that  time. — Yours  truly, 

Charles  A.  C.  Jeffcock. 


"  PATERNOSTER." 

Dear  Sir, — As  a  philologian  and  a  fisherman  I 
am  highly  interested  in  the  Vicomte  Henri  de 
France's  derivation  of  the  term  "  paternoster," 
backed  by  "  Wessex."  It  seems  plausible  enough, 
but  where  is  the  proof  ?  The  evidence  with  which 
"  Wessex  "  would  support  the  Vicomte's  statement 
is  purely  circumstantial.  Is  there  any  documentary 
evidence  to  give  the  proof  conclusive  ? 

By  the  way,  there  is  another  piscatorial  term  of 
mysterious  origin.  It  has  puzzled  me  ever  since  I 
first  put  my  foot  on  the  Albion  shores.  Could  some 
polite  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  tell  mj  what 
resemblance  there  is  between  a  "  knuckleduster  " 
and  a  "  priest  "  ? — Yours  truly,  Ignatius. 


RESTORATION  OF  MAY  FLY. 

Dear  Sir, — T  shall  feel  very  much  obliged  if  you 
will  kindly  tell  me  what  steps  should  be  taken  to 
restore  the  May  Fly  to  a  part  of  the  Kennet  above 
Hungerford  ?  For  the  last  three  seasons  the  May 
Fly  has  practically  disappeared  from  that  part  of 
the  river,  and  without  any  apparent  cause.  I  have 
been  advised  to  import  May  Fly  eggs,  and  put  them 
in  the  side  streams  which  run  into  this  part  of  the 
river.  Would  this  be  feasible  and  likely  to  be 
successful  ?  And  if  so,  where  and  from  whom 
could  they  be  obtained  ?  Trusting  that  you  will 
be  able  to  give  me  some  practical  advice  on  the 
matter. — Yours  truly,        W.  Partridge  (Capt.). 

[The  Surrey  Trout  Farm,  Haslemere,  Guildford, 
advertise  that  they  can  supply  May  Fly  eggs  in 
season.  I  have  tried  them,  hnt,  so  far,  without 
result.  I  expect  transferring  the  larvae  just  before 
they  hatch  is  the  only  way  that  has  been  done  with 
success — at  any  rate,  the  fly  appeared  for  a  season 
or  two. — Ed.]  _ 


THE  OVERHEAD  BAIT-CASTING  OUTFIT. 
Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Ashford  has  evidently  misread 
the  letter  we  addressed  to  you  on  the  subject  of 
the  American  overhead  cast.  We  have  no  idea 
whatever  of  importing  American  short  casting  rods 
from  the  States  as  Mr.  Ashford  suggests,  having 
supplied  the  market  with  rods  of  this  description 


for  the  last  three  years  or  more  in  ever-increasing 
quantities,  the  Orders  received  this  season  boating 
all  records. 

What  we  do  intend  to  import  are  high-grade 
American  tournament  reels,  specially  ilesigned  for 
light  bait-casting,  in  order  to  be  in  a  position  to 
supply  what  is  likely  to  develop  into  a  peruistent 
though  necessarily  limited  demand. 

Our  vip-to-date  and  completed  outfit  will  shortly 
be  advertised. — Yours  truly, 

Redditch.  J.  Adams  Simon 

•(p.p.  S.  Allcock  and  Co.,  Ltd.). 


"  ACUTE  RHEUMATISM." 

De.ar  Sir, — I  should  advise  your  correspondent 
"  J.  C,"  and  others,  to  try  taking  ten  grains  of 
Asperin  three  times  a  day  before  he  goes  away.  I 
have  been  a  sufferer  from  rhomnatism  for  years,  and 
it  is  the  only  thing  that  has  ever  given  nw  real 
relief,  and  also  to  my  mother  who  has  had 
rheumatism  for  years  it  has  given  relief,  so  the 
inventor  has  doubly  my  thanks,  and  I  am  svire 
"  J.  C."  will  be  equally  pleased  with  the  residt. 

I  may  say  that  it  can  be  got  in  tablets  or  pi^wders 
or  made  xip  into  a  inixtiu'e  with  syrup  or  gum 
tragacanth,  but  I  find  it  best  to  take  the  powder 
dry  on  the  tongue  and  then  take  half  a  glass  of 
water. — Yours  truly,  F.  A.  B. 


LOCH  NESS— A  CORRECTION. 

Dear  Sir, — I  would  like  to  draw  attention  to  an 
error  in  your  issue  of  March  28.  Your  corre- 
spondent, C.  J.  H.  Cassels,  states  that  salmon  of 
which  photo  was  given  is  the  best  fi  h  landed  on 
Loch  Ness  up  to  March  23.  Such  is  not  the  case, 
as  at  Foyers  fish  of  28Jlb.  and  301b.  were  landed, 
and  at  Fort  Augustus  one  of  271b.  ^ 

Up  to  date  but  few  small  fish  have  been  caught, 
most  of  them  running  about  201b.,  so  that  a  2()^lb. 
fish  is  nothing  much  out  of  the  usual, — Yours  truly, 

O.  K. 


FURNISHED  HOUSE  AND  GOOD  IRISH 
SALMON  FISHING  WANTED. 

Dear  Sib, — I  am  thinking  of  spending  the  coming 
season  in  Ireland,  and  should  be  greatly  obliged  if 
you  c  m  give  me  some  hints  where  I  might  look  out 
for  some  good  fishing  (salmon)  at  a  moderate  price, 
and  where  I  could  easily  obtain  a  comfortably 
furnished  house.  I  give  you  no  idea  of  the  piart, 
leaving  this  to  you.  So  long  as  the  sport  is  good 
and  the  scenery  pretty,  and  price  moderate,  I  am 
open. — Yours  truly,  T.  Connell  Smith. 

Edinburgh. 

  f  .j 

BADGERS  IN  ENGLAND. 
Dear  Sir, — Near  Spilsby  (about  three  miles 
distant)  there  are  several  badgers'  earths.  Occa- 
sionally one  is  killed,  but  there  are  still  plenty  to 
be  found.  If  "  Smike  "  or  "  Wessex  "  should  ever 
be  in  this  district  I  can  refer  him  to  a  keeper  who 
will  doubtless  show  his  haunts. — Yours  truly. 
Secretary, 

'   '  Spilsby  Angling  Association. 

Nelson  Inn,  Spilsby. 


BADGERS  IN  ENGLAND. 
Dear  Sib, — As  there  seems  to  be  some  doubt  in 
the  minds  of  some  of  your  correspondents  about 
the  existence  of  badgers  in  England,  I  may  say 
they  are  fairly  plentiful  all  round  Canterbury,  and 
frequent  badger  diggings  are  arranged.  It  is  rathtr 
difficult  as  they  lie  in  the  ground  a  long  way,  and 
unless  good  terriers  are  employed  to  bay  at  them 
they  will  scratch  their  way  in  faster  than  the  diggers 
can  dig. 

I  know  of  a  farmer  at  Denton,  about  six  miles 
from  here,  who  two  or  three  years  ago  di  g  out  and 
caught  some  yoimg  ones,  one  of  which  he  trained 
so  that  it  ran  about  his  farmyard  with  his  terriers. 

Badgers  are  frightful  poachers,  and  although  the 
natural  history  books  say  they  live  on  roots  and 
herbs,  I  know  they  are  bigger  enemies  than  stoats, 
weasels,  or  foxes  to  young  rabbits  ;  they  find  the 
"  stab,"  and  dig  straight  down  into  it  and  clear  it 
of  the  nest  of  yoimg. 

I  have  practicallyjived  in  the  woods,  and  know 
several  experienced  keepers,  but  I  have  never  heard 
of  a  badger  being  seen  other  than  when  it  has  been 
dug  out  or  trapped,  with  this  exception,  that  one 
keeper  told  m?  he  had  waited  in  a  tree  on  a  moon- 
light night  and  seen  the  yoimg  come  out  ;  this  may 
or  may  not  be  true.  I  myself  have  adopted  tlie 
dodge  in  my  ovm  wood,  where  there  is  a  famous 
badgers'  earth,  but  with  no  success,  although  the 
next  morning  I  could  distinctly  track  where  they 
had  come  out. — Yours  truly,  Badger. 

Canterbury, 

{Several  letters  are  held  ovcr.)\ 
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IMPORTANT  NOTICE. 

Owing  to  the  Easter  Holidays,  the  ''Fishing 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOE. 


The  Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Tournament, 
July  9  and  10,  1908. 

The  statement  which  has  appeared  in  the  Press 
to  the  eflect  that  the  Fly  and  Bait  Casting 
Tournament  would  be  restricted  to  amateurs  only 
IS  quite  incorrect.  There  will  be  salmon  fly  cast- 
ing, trout  fly  casting,  and  bait  casting  competitions 
open  to  all  comers,  as  well  as  competitions  for 
amateurs  only.  The  committee  hope  to  have  the 
programme  and  rules  complete  in  a  week  or  two, 
and  then  they  will  be  published  in  the  Press. 

Messrs.  C.  Farlow  and  Co.'s  New  Catalogue. 

For  many  years  now  Messrs.  Farlow's  new  price 
hst  has  been  noticed  by  me  and  praised  for'  its 
handy  size,  3^in.  by  Tnn.  This  year  it  has  grown 
to  4iin.  by  6.iin.,  still  very  convenient,  but  I 
hope  m  future  it  will  only  increase  in  thickness 
Presently  I  hope  to  give  some  illustrations  from  it 
and  notes  on  novelties.  The  present  issue  is  not 
only  larger,  it  is  more  complete  in  every  way  •  but 
the  chief  novelty  is  the  series  of  plates  of  salmon 
flies,  sea-trout  and  trout  flies  in  colours,  exceed-' 
ingly  good  in  execution— in  fact,  plates  B,  C,  and 
D  are,  I  think,  the  finest  coloured  reproductioias  of 
salmon  flies  I  have  ever  seen  ;  it  really  looks  as  if 


you  could  pick  up  a  fly  and  fish  with  it.  Many  of 
the  trout  fly  plates  are  also  very  good,  but 'the 
difHculty  of  reproducing  such  delicate  shades  as 
one  finds  in  small  trout  flies  like  Mr.  Halford's 
newest  Hampshire  patterns  is  almost  insurmount- 
able. These  coloured  plates  will  be  almost  as 
useful  to  the  fly  dresser  as  to  the  fly  user— the 
former  will  get  a  very  good  idea  as  to  the  proper, 
or,  at  any  rate,  latest,  proportions  between  length 
of  wing  and  tail  and  length  of  hook. 

Mr.  Alexander"  Martin's  New  Patent  Gaff  (just 
brought  out  by  Mr.  Alexander  Martin, 
20,  Royal-square,  Glasgow). 

jMartin's  Patent  Gaff,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
illustration,  folds  in  two,  and  the  point  of  the  gaff 
engages  in  and  is  protected  by  a  small  guard  formed 
out  of  the  solid  metal  at  the  end  of  the  handle, 
from  which  it  can  be  released  with  one  hand  by 
pressing  the  hook  against  the  leg  or  body.  The 
point  being  thus  disengaged,  the  hook  can  easily 
be  jerked  out  to  full  length,  and  locks  automatically 


Mb.  Alksandep.  Maetin's  Patent  Gaff. 


This  can  all  be  done  in  the  space  of  a  few  seconds 
when  you  want  to  gaff  a  fish. 

The  gaff  is  fitted  with  clip  for  carrying  from  the 
pocket  or  basket-strap,  but  my  experience  of  these 
clips  is  that  they  are  very  unsafe  things  to  trust  to 
^~for  instance,  if  you  happen  to  sit  down  or  lean 
back  on  a  bank,  without  your  being  aware  of  it  the 
butt  of  the  gafl'  or  folding'landing-net  handle  is 
pressed  against  the  ground,  the  clip  slips  over 
the  strap,  and  more  likely  than  not  you  leave  the 
thing  behind.  (Since  writing  this,  I  am  glad  to 
hear  from  Mr.  Martin  that  he  agrees  with  me,  and 
IS  fixing  a  large  and  easily-opened  spring-hook  for 
those  who  do  not  like  the  clip.) 

Mr.  Martin  is  a  gun  and  rifle  maker,  as  well  as 
a  fishing-tackle  maker,  and  doubtless  this  accounts 
for  the  excellence  of  the  make  of  his  gaff,  which, 
m  addition  to  its  special  advantages,  is  a  first-class 
bit  of  work.  The  ingenious  manner  in  which  the 
gaff  point  is  protected  makes  corks  and  screw-caps 
unnecessary.  Personally,  I  have  never  seen  an.y- 
I  thing  in  the  way  of  a  pocket  or  bag  gaff  better 


than  the  telescopic  one  in  which  the  point  is  pro- 
tected by  a  brass  cap  on  a  little  folding  arm— the 
action  of  closing  the  telescopic  joints  automatically 
puts  the  point  into  the  protecting  cap.  For 
preserving  the  point  of  a  gaff  sharp  the  little  brass 
screw-cap  is  the  best ;  in  this  new  patent  the 
engaging  and  disengaging  of  the  point  will  certainly 
not  improve  it,  though  I  do  not  think  it  will  do 
inuch  harm,  anyway— in  fact,  I  should  think  any 
objection  of  this  kind  could  be  got  over  by  making 
a  depression  in  the  metal  so  that  only  the  side  of 
the  point,  and  not  the  actual  point  itself,  comes 
into  contact  with  the  metal  guard  and  catch. 
(Since  writing  this,  I  hear  from  Mr.  Martin  that 
"  most  of  the  gaffs  in  stock  do  not  have  this  fault, 
and  that  nothing  is  simpler  than  to  give  it  more 
clearance  " — so  that  point  is  got  over.) 

Rolled  Uprights. 
Mr.  Martin  sends  me  some  flies,  and  says  : — 
"  It  may  interest  you  to  know  we  have  a  large 
local  trade  in  stream  and  loch  flies,  our  specialty 
being  rolled  uprights,  such  as  I  mail  you.  These 
are  all  tied  in  our  own  shops.  Perhaps  you 
can  try  tiiem  some  day;  but  possibly  you  may 
use  nothing  but  '  floaters  '  nowadays." 

The  flies  are  standard  patterns  on  gut,  and  are 
very  nicely  made.  The  rolled  wings  stand  out  at 
what  I  call  a  ten-to-two-o' clock  angle.  The 
floaters'  wings  are  nearer  the  "five-minutes-to- 
one  "  position  of  the  clock  or  watch  hands.  I 
suppose  it  is  useless  to  look  for  the  real  red  cock's 
hackle  in  any  trade  flies  unless  specially  ordered 
and  paid  for,  and  even  then  one  is  generally 
expected  to  provide  the  feathers.  A  dull  gingery 
red  replaces  nowadays  the  famous  old  red  game 
cock  hackle  so  well  and  wisely  prized  by  our  - 
angling  forefathers. 

Threatened  Ruin  of  the  River  Chess  by  Chesham 
Sewage. 

Having  reference  to  my  notes  in  December  last 
upon  the  loss  of  fish  in  the  Chess,  which  gave  rise 
to  some  correspondence  from  the  surveyor  to  the 
sewage  farm,  the  subjoined  letter  from  the  Local 
Government  Board,  which  appeared  in  the  Bucks 
Examiner  last  Saturday,  fully  justifies  my  com- 
ments upon  the  unsatisfactory'  condition  of  the 
farm. 

I  should  like  to  hear  the  opinion  of  any  of  my 
readers  or  subscribers  upon  the  subject  of  the 
application  of  lime  to  sewage  farms  as  affecting  the 
effluent,  as  I  see  it  is  proposed  to  use  much  larger 
quantities  of  lime  in  future  on  this  farm.  The 
fact  is,  these  sewage  farms  are  a  failure.  Croydon's 
destroyed  the  Wandlc  for  miles  ;  and  these  farms 
are  a  distinct  danger  to  human  life,  because 
vegetables  like  celery,  cress,  and  radishes  eaten 
raw  can  easily  convey  typhoid  and  other  dangerous 
germs  into  the  human  system. 

"  A  Lively  Meeting. 

"  The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Chesham  Urban 
Council  was  held  at  the  Council  Chamber  on  Wed- 
nesday evening,  April  1,  Mr.  H.  G.Webb  presiding. 
The  members  present  were :  Messrs.  H.  A  V 
Byrne,  A.  L.  Hunt,  W.  .J.  Abbott,  L.  E.  B.  Hick- 
man, P.  Bates,  F.  E.  Howard,  J.  P.  May,  J.  X. 
Wilson,  G.  Wallington,  J.  How,  J.  Reynolds, 
Hr  G.  Rose,  and  J.  Herbert,  with  the  oflicers. 

"  The  principal  business  before  the  Council  was 
the  matters  which  have  arisen  with  regard  to  the 
sewage  farm.  A  letter  was  read  from  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  Mr.  G.  Wallington  pre- 
sented a  recommendation  thereon  from  the  General 
Purposes  Committee.  The  letter  and  the  recom- 
mendation were  as  follows  : — 

"'The  Bo.\rd's  Letter. 
'• '  I  am  directed  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  state  that  they  have  had  under  con- 
sideration the  report  made  by  their  inspector. 
Mr.  Bicknell,  after  the  inquiry  held  by  him  with 
reference  to  the  application  of" the  Urban  District 
Council  of  Chesham  for  sanction  to  borrow  £79-t 
for  works  of  sewerage.  The  inspector  reports 
that  he  visited  the  sewage  disposal  works  and 
found  them  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  and  neg- 
lected condition.  A  large  area  of  the  land  on 
the  north  side  of  the  farm  was  sewage  sick,  and, 
in  the  inspector's  opinion,  this  land  in  its  present 
condition  is  likely  to  gi\  e  rise  to  complaints  of 
nuisance  from  persons  using  the  road  between 
Latimer  and  Chesham.  The  inspector  also 
noticed  that  the  arrangements  for  adding  chemi- 
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cals  to  the  sewage  were  very  inefficient,  and  that 
only  three  of  the  four  tanks  were  being  used.  Before 
further  considering  the  question  of  sanctioning  a 
loan  for  the  proposed  new  sewers,  the  Board 
desire  to  be  fully  informed  of  the  steps  which 
the  District  Council  propose  to  take  to  put  the 
sewage  disposal  works  on  a  satisfactory  footing. 
The  Board  also  desire  to  be  furnished  with  a 
report  by  the  Council's  Surveyoi-  giving  par- 
ticulars as  to  the  nature  and  capacity  of  the 
works,  the  method  of  treatment,  the  volume  of 
sewage  jiow  dealt  with  at  the  works,  and  the 
additional  volume  which  will  be  brought  to  the 
works  by  the  proposed  new  sewers.  This  report 
should  be  accompanied  by  a  block  plan.'  " 

Cannot  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  editor  of 
the  Woburn  Library  of  Books  on  Sport,  be  induced 
to  use  his  immense  power  to  stop  the  ruin  of  the 
lovely  little  Chess  by  sewage  mixed  with  deadly 
chemicals,  which  kill  not  only  fish  but  the  minute 
insect  life  on  which  the  fish  live — even  stickle- 
backs and  fresh-water  shrimp,  which  rather  gloat  on 
ordinary  sewage,  cannot  stand  the  heavy  doses  of 
chemicals  used  at  many  sewage  works. 

Wholesale  Killing  of  Undersized  Trout  for  Sale. 

^Ir.  Gilbert  D.  Davidson,  of  Melrose,  wiites  to 
me  and  makes  a  very  good  suggestion.  It  is  that 
"  it  might  be  possible  to  make  it  illegal  to  sell  trout 
for  eating  under  a  certain  size  (say)  lin."  Mr. 
Davidson  also  sends  me  this  report  from  the  Edin- 
burgh Evening  News  of  April  4,  entitled — 

"  Raids  on  Bokdee  Tkout — Proposal  to  Pro- 
tect THE  WhiTADDEE. 

"  The  wholesale  kiUing  of  trout  for  selling  pur- 
poses was  strongly  commented  upon  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  Berwick  and  District  Angling  Asso- 
ciation last  night.  The  committee  in  their  report 
stated  that  the  enormous  number  of  fish  taken  from 
the  Whitadder  in  the  opening  weeks  of  the  season 
detracted  to  a  very  great  extent  from  the  valu3 
of  the  protection  afforded  by  the  Close  Season  Bill. 
Netting  and  other  illegal  methods  of  taking  trout 
were  largely  resorted  to.  Staking  was  thought  to 
be  a  very  doubtful  remedy,  owing  to  the  hindrance 
it  caused  to  the  ordinary  angler.  The  association 
instructed  the  committee  to  consider  the  best 
means  of  stopping  unfair  fishing,  and  also,  if 
desirable,  to  take  over  the  stretch  of  Wiitadder 
from  — ■ —  to  the  junction  with  the  Tweed." 

Unfortimately  the  name  of  the  place  indicated 

by  is  illegible  in  the  cutting.     I  hope  it  means 

from  the  source  of  the  river.  I  have  fished  a  great 
many  trout  rivers  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  I 
remember  none  with  greater  pleasure  than  the 
Whitadder.  It  is  a  good  many  years  since  I  fished 
it,  but  I  think  for  beauty  of  scenery  and  for  lively 
sporting  trout  it  would  be  hard  to  beat.  They  were 
a  beautiful  golden  yellow,  and  averaged  about 
three  to  the  poxmd,  with  fish  iip  to  21b.  in  the  deeps. 
Fried  brown,  with  a  Jittle  bacon  fat,  in  oatmeal, 
they  were  deUcious.  With  proper  regulations  and 
protection,  the  Whitadder  would  be  aa  attractive 
as  it  used  to  be. 

"A  Suggestion  for  Preventing  Trout  Poaching." 

A  correspondent  who  fishes  on  the  Welsh  Border 
says : — 

"  Sir, — I  was  glad  to  see  your  note  in  last  week's 
Fishing  Ga/zette — 'The  licence  would  be  all  right 
provided  the  money  were  used  to  improve  the  trout- 
fishing.'  So  far  as  my  experience  goes,  trout 
licences  and  fees  are  the  greatest  impositions  in 
modem  English  civihsation.  The  river  I  fish  is, 
unfortunately,  the  boundary  between  two  counties, 
and  I  have  to  take  two  licences — one  for  each  bank. 
In  return  for  the  fees  we  get  absolutely  nothing. 
There  is  not  even  a  check  on  unlicensed  fishing, 
for  during  six  years  I  have  only  once  met  a  water- 
baihff,  and  he  was  the  stupidest  oaf  imaginable. 
Even  if  there  were  a  better  patrol,  what  sorb  of 
pohtica)  economy  is  that — ^to  collect  a  tax  in  order 
that  the  proceeds  may  pay  for  the  cost  of  collecting 
it  ?  I  believe  it  is  the  same  on  most  rivers. — 
Yours  faithfully,  "  Temeside." 

I  want  to  see  salmon  fairly  protect  d  everywhere, 
but  I  maintain,  and  have  often  said,  that  it  is  un- 
fair to  tax  trout  anglers  and  use  the  money  entirely 
for  the  protection,  or  ostensibly  so,  of  the  salmon. 
It  is  not  only  unfair,  it  is  unwise,  as  it  makes  enemies 
of  the  trout  anglers.  There  are  no  salmon  in  the 
Trerht.  Is  the  trout  licence  still  collected  by  the 
Fishery  Board  for  the  Trent  and  its  tributaries  ? 


A  Wonderful  New  Dry-Fly  Floater  Called 
"  Fly-Float." 
About  fifteen  days  ago  I  received  from  Mr.  J. 
Craig,  1,  Lindsay-road,  Glasnevin,  Dublin,  a 
bottle  of  a  new  oil,  or  new  mixture  of  an  oily 
nature,  for  floating  artificial  flies.  He  also  sent 
one  or  two  flies  which  had  been  touched  with  it, 
and  asked  me  to  try  them  in  a  tumbler  of  water, 
and  also  when  fishing ;  one  knows  from  experience 
that  dropping  oiled  flies  on  to  the  surface  of  water 
in  a  glass  does  not  help  us  much.  Even  unoiled 
flies  will  float  in  that  way  for  a  time ;  but  neither 
they  nor  flies  oiled  with  parafiin  will  stand  pushing 
under  the  surface — they  all  sink  sooner  or  later. 
With  this  experience  in  my  mind,  I  was  agreeably 
surprised  to  find  that  flies  oiled  with  "  Fly-Float  " 
will  not  sink.  I  have  had  some  on  trial  now  for 
over  a  fortnight,  and  although  the  flies  have  been 
pushed  under  the  surface  repeatedly  they  will 
insist  on  floating  like  corks. 

A  EouGH  Trial  on  a  River. 

Not  being  able  to  test  the  oil  in  actual  fishing 
just  at  present,  I  sent  two  flies  (which  had  been 
in  water  some  days  and  not  re-oiled)  to  Mr.  Percy 
Wadham,  and  begged  him  to  give  them  a  good 
trial  and  report.    Here  is  what  he  says  :— 

"  Newport,  Isle  of  Wight,  April  3. 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  gave  the  two  flies  a 
good  testing  yesterday,  which  was  a  capital  day 
for  it,  as  the  wind  was  very  strong,  causing  waves, 
which  of  course  tended  to  put  the  flies  '  down 
under,'  and  it  was  drizzling  with  rain  occasionally, 
but  with  it  all  the  flies  floated  splendidly.  I 
repeatedly  pulled  them  along  under  water  for 
twenty  yards  or  so  and  then  whacked  them  down 
without  a  single  flick  in  the  air,  but  the  flies  came 
up  smiling  every  time.  I  don't  know  what  the 
special  dressing  is;  but  as  I  cannot  swim,  I 
thought  if  I  had  a  suit  dressed  with  it  and  tumbled 
in  I  should  get  washed  ashore  all  right.  Colonel 
Howard-Brooke,  Master  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  Fox- 
hounds, caught  seven  brace  of  trout  yesterday 
(about  half  were  rainbows)  in  very  good  condition 
— far  better  than  in  June.  We  have  caught  a 
number  of  tiny  rainbows  which  are,  I  am  sure, 
naturally  bred." 

"  Fly-Float  "  FOE  Lines. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  previous  notes  that  I 
think  anglers  will  find  the  new;  preparation  very 
useful.  Mr.  Craig,  the  inventor,  who  is  advertising 
it  at  Is.  Id.  a  bottle,  post  free,  ought  to  send  out 
directions  to  use  it  very  sparingly ;  in  fact,  I 
should  advise  oiling  flies  with  it  some  time  before 
use,  and  pressing  ofi'  the  superfluous  oil.  For 
floating  lines  I  have  not  tried  it,  but  it  seems  to 
me  that  a  little  of  it  on  spongio-piline  rubbed  on 
to  one's  reel  line  would  make  it  float  well  and 
shoot  well.  Very  little  should  be  used,  as  although 
not  sticky  it  is  somewhat  cloggy  for  delicate 
feathers.  The  inventor  tells  me  he  finds  no 
inconvenience  from  this,  but  will  make  it  a  bit 
thinner.    Query — will  that  spoil  it  ? 

Charles  Cotton's  Son, 

Mr.  A.  W.  Stapleton  has  the  following  in  Notes 
and  Queries  : —  / 

"Berisford  Cotton. — According  to  a  well- 
informed  living"  specialist  (I  am  not  personally 
conversant  with  the  subject),  all  the  authorities  on 
Walton  and  Cotton,  including  Sir  Harris  Nicolas 
and  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  are  of  opinion  that 
Cotton's  son,  Berisford,  died  in  Nottingham  a 
bachelor.  In  these  circumstances,  such  as  are 
interested  may  like  to  know  that  the  parish 
register  of  St.  Mary,  Nottingham,  contains  the 
following  baptismal  entry,  under  date  of  Jan.  11, 
1685  :  '  Stanhopp,  son  of  Mr.  Berrisford  Cotton 
and  Katherine.'  The  adoption  of  the  ancestral 
name  Stanhope,  of  course,  removes  all  doubt  as  to 
identity." 

After  this  it  will  be  best  to  give  him  the  benefit 
of  the  doubt,  anyway,  though  I  do  not  think  that 
it  proves  anything. 

An  Appeal  for  an  Old  Thames  Professional 
Fisherman. 

An  old  angling  friend  (Mr.  H.  Heath,  of  "  Imatra," 
East  Molesey)  writes  :  — 

"  Dear  Maeston, — Would  you,  with  youi-  usual 
courtesy,  allow  me  a  small  space  in  your  paper  for 
a  few  words  respecting  poor  old  '  Jack  Smith,'  the 
professional  fisherman  of  this  village.    He  is  the 


last  left  of  the  twenty-two,  who,  years  ago,  one 
and  all,  earned  a  good  living  piloting  their  customers 
to  sport.  Jack  is  still  always  at  his  post  on  the 
bridge,  waiting  for  customers  who  rarely  come  now, 
and  I  regret  to  say  that  times  are  very  bad  with 
him.  If  any  of  his  old  friends  or  customers  would 
do  anything  for  him,  I  would  engage  that  the 
money  should  be  used  in  a  way  to  help  him  in  the 
most  advantageous  manner.  I  have  already  several 
promises,  and  on  the  principla  that  '  he  who  gives 
quickly  gives  twice,'  my  friend — our  friend — ^Mr. 
P.  Geen  has  sent  me  a  cheque  for  £1  as  a  start. 

"  Should  this  letter  meet  with  any  response,  I 
would  later  on  ask  you  to  allow  me  to  acknowledge 
any  contributions  in  the  Fishing  Gazette." 

I  hope  Mr.  Heath's  appeal  may  not  be  in  vain, 
though  I  fear  the  old  race  of  Thames  anglers  as 
well  as  fishermen  has  nearly  died  out. 

Mr.  W.  D.  Mansfield's  Great  Cast  of  44  yards 
I  foot  Equalled  in  Distance, 

Mr.  J.  Adams  Simon,  of  Messrs.  S.  AUcock 
and  Co.,  of  Redditch,  sends  me  the  following  letter, 
correspondence,  and  extract  from  the  San  Francisco 
Examiner  of  March  23.  It  will  be  seen  that  our 
correspondent,  Mr.  James  Watt,  was  among  the 
competitors  :— 

"  Redditch,  April  7. 

"  Deae  Sie, — We  have  pleasure  in  enclosing  a 
cutting  from  the  San  Francisco  Examiner 
together  with  covering  letter  received  this  morn- 
ing from  Mr.  J.  B.  Kenniff,  of  Messrs.  Baker  and 
Hamilton,  San  Francisco.  You  will  see  that  Mr. 
Kennifi',  using  one  of  our  soft-dressed,  double-taper 
'  Stag  i5rand '  lines,  has  made  a  cast  of  133  feet, 
thus  equalling  the  world's  record  made  in  August, 
1902,  by  Mr.  W.  D.  Mansfield. 

"We  hope  to  advise  you  before  long  of  a  new 
world's  record  made  with  this  line,  as  per  Mr. 
Kenniff's  remark  relative  thereto.  We  may 
mention,  further,  that  anglers  in  this  country 
desirous  of  using  these  lines  should  order  them 
through  their  retailer  under  the  following  stock 
numbers,  namely  : — 

"  6298.    The  '  New  Stag  Brand'  lines.  Level. 

"  5299.       Ditto      80  or  40yds.    Single  taper, 

"  5299^.     Ditto      30  or  40yds.    Double  taper. 

— We  are,  yours  faithfully, 

"  S.  Allcock  and  Co.,  Ltd., 
''Per  J.  Adams  Simon." 

"  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  U.S.A.,  March  23. 

"  Mr.  Samuel  Allcock, 

"c.o.  S.  Allcock  and  Co., 
"  Redditch,  England. 

"  Deae  Sir,— I  am  herewith  enclosing  a  clipping 
from  the  San  Francisco  Examiner  of  this  date. 
You  will  note  that  I  cast  133  feet  in  long  distance. 
This  ties  the  world's  record.  This  work  is  done 
with  a  single-handed,  ll^oz.,  lift,  fly-rod,  with 
one  of  your  '  Stag  Brand'  tapered  lines.  No.  5299^. 
li  hope  before  the  season  is  over  to  be  able  to 
establish  a  new  record  with  this  line. 

"  Knowing  you  to  be  interested  in  this  line  of 
sport,  I  thought  it  best  to  advise  you  of  the  above. 
—Yours  truly,  "  J-  B.  Kenniff." 

Here  is  the  extract  from  the  San  Francisco 
Examiner  of  March  23,  1908  : — 

"  J.  B.  Kenniff  equals  World's 
Casting  Record." 

"  The  San  Francisco  Fly  Casting  Club  resumed 
its  medal  competitions  at  Stow  Lake,  in  Golden 
Gate  Park,  on  Saturday,  and  continued  the  con- 
tests vesterday. 

"  j"  B.  Kennifi'  made  the  best  score  in  the  dis- 
tance casting  that  has  been  accomplished  for  years, 
133ft.  This  equals  the  world's  record  made  on 
August  9,  1902,  on  the  lake  by  W.  D.  Mansfield. 
H.  C.  Golcher  made  124ft.  on  Saturday  in  the 
competitions.  The  other  scores  in  accuracy, 
delicacy,  and  Im-e  casting  made  during  the  two 
days  were  all  good. 

"The  following  members  competed :— James 
Watt,  C.  H.  Huyck,  J.  B.  Kenniff,  H.  B.  Sperry, 
Dr.  W.  E.  Brooks,  H.  C.  Golcher,  C.  R.  Kenniff, 
T.  C.  Kierulff,  F.  M.  Haight,  C.  G.  Young,  E.  A. 
Mocker,  F.  H.  Reed,  A.  Sperry,  C.  A.  Kierulff, 
F.  B.  King,  G.  C.  Edwards,  D.  M.  Sachs,  J.  0. 
Harmon,  F.  A.  Webster,  L.  G.  Burpee." 

Unless  my  memory  is  at  fault,  Mr.  Mansfield 
made  his  record  with  a  rod  shorter  and  two  or  three 
ounces  less  in  weight.  We  must  not  forget  that,  as  an 
American  angler  said  to  me  the  other  day,  what  is 
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called  a  tournament  "  fly  rod  "  in  America  is  not 
an  ordinary  fishing  trout  fly  rod.  You  can  take  the 
top  part  of  a  salmon  rod,  put  a  bit  of  cork  on  for  a 
handle  and  call  it  a  "  fly  rod,"  but  it  is  all  humhiiq 
all  the  same,  and  I  hope  such  rods  will  never  again 
be  allowed  at  tournaments  in  this  country.  It 
must  be  understood  that  I  am  not  referring  to  the 
rods  used  by  Mr.  Mansfield  or  Mr.  Kenniff  I 
have  not  seen  them,  and  they  may  be  fair  flv- 
fishing  rods. 

Fishing  for  a  Pike  and  Catching  a  Pearl. 

■  ^-  f^ymonds-Tayler,  of  Hereford,  writes 
m  the  Fidd  of  April  4  as  follows  :— 

'•  The  FieU  of  March  14  contained  a  remarkable 
story  by  Far  North  '  of  pearl  finding  while  fishing 
-  for  sahnon,  and  it  may  interest  some  of  your  readers 
to  know  that  a  very  similar  incident  happened  in 
the  River  Wye  on  Whit-Monday  last.  A  small  boy 
of  mine,  aged  nine-and-a-half,  was  chaDenged  by 
his  old  grandfather  to  go  out  in  a  motor-boat  to 
try  and  catch  a  pike  by  traihng  a  phantom  minnow 
oehind  the  boat.  They  fished  up  the  long  pool 
above  Hereford  without  any  luck,  but  in  the 
shaUower  water  near  Breinton,  while  the  boat  was 
being  turned,  the  inevitable  foul  occurred.  On  this 
occasion,  however,  it  was  found  that  the  bait  was 
all  right,  but  that  a  mussel  about  4in.  long  had 
c]os3d  on  the  lead.  When  the  mussel  was  forced 
open  a  very  fine  white  pearl,  the  size  of  a  sweet  pea, 
tell  out.  It  IS  quite  round  and  perfect,  and  looks 
exceedingly  pretty  mounted  on  a  gold  safety-pin 
brooch.  I  have  never  dared  tell  this  yarn  in  public 
before— private  attempts  have  been  greeted  with 
jeers— but  it  is  perfectly  true  for  all  that." 

I  have  on  several  occasions  puUed  up  a  fresh -water 
mussel  exactly  as  Master  Tajler  did,  but  I  never 
had  the  luck  to  find  such  a  pearl. 

R.  B.  Marston. 
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AND  NAVY  CO  -  OPEEATIVE 
SOCIETY,  LTD. 

A  Real  Novelty  in  Reels. 
The  new  "Abbey"  Trout  Reel  has  been  spe- 
cially made  to  supply  a  long-felt  want.  It  is  a 
high-class  reel  and  of  the  very  best  quality  and 
workmanship;  has  narrow  drum  for  rapid  winding 
and  is  made  of  hard  (but  not  brittle)  aluminium 
alloy;  the  bearings  are  of  hard  tool  steel,  the 
spring  check  being  slightly  stronger  on  running 
out  than  when  winding  in  the  line. 

The  special  feature,  however,  is  that  this  reel 
is  supplied  with  interchangeable  drums  or  spools, 
which  can  be  exchanged  in  a  few  seconds  by 
unscrewing  one  right-hand  screw  (wiih  a  small 
coin)  and  then  taking  off  the  handle  plate.  One 
drum  can  then  be  substituted  for  another,  thus 
enabling  a  fisherman  to  carry  spare  lines  of  different 
weights  or  thicknesses  to  suit  the  conditions  fished 
under,  breakages,  etc.,  and  instantly  change  one 
•  for  the  other  without  the  expense  or  inconvenience 
of  carrying  several  reels.  Made  only  in  one 
size.  Sin. 

A  new  Aluminium  Reel  and  "  The  Fly  Fishers' 
Reel  "—the  latter  with  extra  large  drum  for  rapid 
winding  in  of  the  line— are  first  rate. 

The  "Greb:^  Seal|"  Line. 

This  is  an  entirely  new  dressed-silk  line  of  the 
very  highest  class.  No  expense  having  been  spared 
™  wittier  the  silk  or  the  dressing,  and  especially  in 
the  dressing,  great  success  has  been  achieved.  It 
is  beautifully  soft  in  finish,  and  the  dressing  does 
not  peel  off  after  having  been  in  use,  as  in  most 
lines.  Each  line  is  sealed  by  the  manufacturers, 
who  guarantee  it  under  fair  and  reasonable  con- 
ditions and  usage. 

Can  be  had  either  level  or  tapered  (single  or 
double),  in  three  sizes. 

Fish  Register. 

Size   6 Jin.  by   4in.,  containing  43   pages,  for 
recording  weight  of  fish  in  lbs.  and  ozs. 

The  Japanned  Tin  Folding  Tackle  Box. 

This  is  by  no  means  new,  but  from  long  personal 
experience  I  can  strongly  recommend  it ;  and  I 
wish  that  it  were  also  made  for  holding  salmon  fly 
material  and  trout  fly  material,  as  by  merely 
opening  the  box  you  have  the  whole  thing  handy 
and  exposed  to  view.    The  price,  14s.  6d.  (or  with 


padlock  and  key,  15s.  6d.),  is  most  reasonable, 
ihe  trays  fit  so  neatly  and  tightly  that,  although 
1  have  used  them  for  salmon  and  trout  flies  for 
many  years,  no  moth  ever  succeeded  in  getting  in. 

When  open  the  trays  are  exposed  to  view,  when 
closed  it  forms  a  box  91  inches  long,  5  inches  wide 
6  inches  deep,  as  illustrations.  Cover  holds  traces' 
casts  etc.  Top  tray— flights,  snaps,  baits,  etc! 
J'Uddle  tray— artificial  baits,  spoons,  etc.  Bottom 
ot  box,  3  inches  deep,  holds  reels,  lines,  leads,  etc 
ntted  with  handle  and  hasps  for  padlock. 

The  "Westminster"   Fishing  Bag  is  a  good 


etc.    Approximate  measurement,  ICin.  by  9in.  by 

J  9in.  It  looks  as  if  it  might  be  strong  enough,  and 
is  a  good  shape  for  a  seat. 

;  A  novelty  is  the  "  Fish -Shaped  Mat  Basket" 
for  despatching  salmon  or  other  fish  by  parcel-post 

:  or  rail.  I  am  inclined  to  think  it  would  be  better 
to  have  the  handle  in  the  middle— fish  would 
arrive  in  better  condition,  as  porters  would  be 
certain  to  bang  the  end  opposite  the  handle  down 
first,  and  the  fish  would  get  more  damaged  than 

I  it  held  in  the  middle.    These  mats  arc  made  in 

i  sizes  from  20in.  to  nearly  40in. 
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Japakned  Tin  Folding  Tackle  Box. 


The  "Green  Seal' 
Line. 


The  "Westminster"  Pishing 
Bag. 


Pish-Shaped-  Mat  Baskets. 


The  New  "Abbey"  Trout  Reel, 


The  "Premier"  Fishixg  Basket. 


strong  sensible  bag  made  in  five  different  sizes 
rom  14in.  by  12in.  to  20in.  by  15in.  It  is  water- 
proof and  has  netting  in  front,  and  has  a  partition 
and  two  pockets.  - 1  am  not  quite  sure  what  the 
netting  is  for,  unless  it  is  for  holding  a  light 
macintosh  coat. 

The  "  Premier  "  Fishing  Basket. 
Fitted  with  A.  and  N.  spring  ring  (registered)  for 
carrying  landing-net.    Best  English  wicker,  with 
best  brass  mounts.    Ventilated  fi-ont,  with  water- 
proof pocket  on  inside  of  lid  for  carrying  fly-book, 


Altogether  this  well  illustrated  little  Price  List, 
which  runs  to  O's  er  250  pages,  is  in  every  way  one 
of  the  best  published. 

I  forgot  to  mention  that  the  "  fine  "  and  exti-a 
fine  "  tapered  so-called  "  Natural  Gut  "  "  A.  and 
N."  fly  casts  are  very  good,  and  the  "  Green  Seal  " 
dressed  line  has  a  very  nice  feel— soft  and  yet  not 
"cheesy."  I  understand  that  anglers  at  home  or 
abroad  may  obtain  a  copy  of  this  list  free  on  appli- 
cation to  "  No.  8  "  Department,  Army  and  Navy 
Co-operative  Society,  Limited,  105,  Victoria-street 
S-W.  R,  B.  Masston. 
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AN  AMEEICAN  AVEITEE  ON  THE 
GRAYLING. 


THE  GEAYLING  AT  CARIBOU  CROSSING.* 


{Continued  from  page  264.) 
In  a  sheltered  depression  on  the  summit  is  a 
place  which  should  be  historic.  Here  every  band 
of  pilgrims  has  camped  for  the  uight.  Here  it  has 
cast  away  its  luggage,  discarded  its  horses,  aban- 
doned its  dogs.  Into  the  springy  heather -grown 
basin,  sheltered  from  the  wind,  we  may  find  trodden 
into  the  mud  harnesses,  sleds,  bottles,  cups,  plates, 
hats,  trousers,  neckties,  bones  of  dogs,  bones  of 
horses,  ravens,  newspapers,  playing  cards,  cigarette 
papers,  shu'ts,  collars — every  evidence  of  a  failing 
ci\'ihsation.  The  dead  ravens  tell  the  tale  of  their 
premature  attacks  on  dogs  and  horses,  for  the  men 
have  pistols,  and  they  are  the  last  to  go.  Near 
this  place  some  later  hiimorist  has  built  a  house 
of  empty  beer  bottles,  set  together  with  mortar,  a 
house  big  enough  to  shelter  you  and  me  from  the 
storm.  Bones  of  men  are  strc'W'n  along  the  way — 
you  can  trace  the  trail  by  the  soiled  and  dislocated 
heather — ^but  all  these  bones,  so  far  as  I  know,  have 
had  a  decent  burial.  Some  of  them,  to  be  sure, 
were  buried  under  avalanches,  but  that  was  on  the 
south  side  of  the  pass,  near  the  foot  of  the  great 
unnamed  waterfall  over  which  unheeded  flows  the 
Nameless  River. 

We  have  passed  the  waterfall  and  the  river,  and 
are  now  well  down  on  the  Yukon  side.  The  httle 
ice-cold  Summit  Lake,  where  more  than  one  loaded 
team  and  its  teamsters  went  through  the  breaking 
ice,  is  said  to  be  well  stocked  with  trout.  Men 
described  them  to  us  as  Dolly  Varden  trout  {Salve- 
linus  malma).  As  the  lake  flows  into  the  Yukon, 
and  as  the  Dolly  Varden  is  not  found  in  the  Y'ukon, 
which  has  only  the  great  lake  trout  or  mackinaw 
trout  (Cristivomer  namaycusK) ,  we  developed  a 
geological  theory  that  the  Y'ukon  had  stolen  this 
lake  from  the  Skagway.  The  theory  looked  not 
unreasonable.  Rivers  do  such  things.  At  the 
head  of  the  lake  was  a  little  dam  of  glacial  drift. 
Cut  through  this  dam  and  the  head  of  the  Yukon 
would  flow  down  into  the  Skagway.  Perhaps  it 
did  so  in  the  days  before  this  dam  was  made.  But 
facts  are  facts.  Let  us  see  what  kind  of  trout  hves 
in  the  lake,  and  we  mil  tell  you  its  glacial  history. 
My  companion,  Prof.  Harold  Heath,  borrowed  a 
fly,  and  cast  into  the  lake.  We  had  one  rise  and 
landed  the  fish.  It  was  the  great  lake  trout  and 
not  the  Dolly  Varden,  so  we  laid  our  theory  on  the 
shelf  and  allowed  the  Summit  Lake  to  remain  in  the 
past  as  it  is  in  the  present,  a  head  spring  of  the 
Yukon. 

I  said  that  rivers  do  such  things.  At  the  head 
of  Roanoke  river,  near  Allegheny  Springs  in  Vir- 
ginia, is  a  valley  which  the  Roanoke  has  stolen — 
fishes  and  all— from  the  Holston  river,  on  the  other 
side  of  the  ridge.  To  steal  a  valley  is  to  undermine 
it  gradually  from  the  other  side  vmtil  the  water  in 
the  first  valley  turns  and  flows  the  other  way.  But 
the  Yukon  has  stolen  nothing  from  the  Skagway, 
and,  on  second  thought,  it  deserves  no  credit  for 
its  reticence. 

It  looks  cold  to  the  north  of  the  White  Pass  even 
in  midsummer.  Down  the  long  rock  ridges  between 
the  lakes  goes  the  trail,  on  and  on  through  reindeer 
moss  and  heather  all  the  way  above  timber  line 
down  to  Lake  Linderman,  long  and  narrow,  hke  a 
rock-bouhd  ditch  of  the  giants,  down  the  long  shore 
of  gusty  Lake  Bennett,  through  scrub  and  swamp, 
birch  and  bramble.  No  wonder  so  many  took  to 
the  ice,  rotten  though  it  be  in  the  early  summer. 
No  wonder  so  many  tried  to  make  rafts  of  logs, 
when  the  wind  blew  ux  the  same  direction.  On  and 
on  down  the  straight  shore  of  Lake  Bennett,  two 
days'  march  it  may  be,  then  you  come  to  Caribou 
Crossing.  The  caribou  is  the  native  reindeer,  and 
here  in  the  interval  between  Lake  Bennett  and  Lake 
Tagish,  with  Lake  Marsh  beyond,  is  the  only  place 
for  500  miles  where  a  herd  of  caribou  cg,n  cross  the 
Yukon  river.  Let  us  cross  it  quickly,  too,  for  the 
water  is  very  cold,  and  deeper  than  a  man  or  a 


*  Written  by  Prof.  David  Starr  Jordan,  of  the 
Leland  Stanford,  Jr.,  University  in  California,  to  be 
read  at  the  recent  Anglers'  Conference  in  New 
York  City.  . 


caribou  hkes  to  wade.  Here  at  Caribou  Crossing 
hved  and  worked  for  a  generation  Father  Bumpus 
of  blessed  memory.  Bishop  of  the  Yukon.  And 
here  still  hves  his  charming  wife,  born  to  the  soft 
skies  of  England  and  the  gentle  ways  of  English 
society,  but  hero  a  power  for  good  in  the  wilderness 
to  which  she  gave  her  Hfe.  It  seems  to  me  that  if 
the  Church  of  England  were  all  ■wise  it  would  some 
time  send  his  grace  the  Bishop  of  Canterbury 
to  exchange  places  with  the  Bishop  of  Yukon  for  a 
year.  The  bishop  of  the  boundless  hills  would 
learn  something  in  Canterbury,  no  doubt,  but  con- 
sider what  the  Bishop  of  Canterbury  would  learn 
were  the  seat  of  his  diocese  for  a  year  at  Caribou 
Crossing  ! 

From  the  Caribou  Crossing  the  river  curves 
through  the  fir-woods  to  the  right,  for  we  are  below 
timber  Hue  agaui.  Then  it  bends  forward  through 
a  couple  of  lakes  into  a  swift  gorge — the  famed  and 
fated  White  Horse  Rapids- — below  which  it  M-idens 
out  into  the  immense  Lake  Lebarge,  which  runs  to 
the  northward  as  far  as  the  eye  can  see  and  a  good 
deal  further.  Some  men,  about  one  in  ten,  perhaps, 
preferred  to  take  their  chances  in  rurming  the 
tVhite  Horse  Rapids  rather  than  to  carry  their 
belongings  over  the  Caribou  Hills.  Some  of  them, 
one  in  two,  perhaps,  got  through  safely.  The  rest 
went  to  swell  the  romance,  the  terror,  the  tragedy 
of  the  gold  of  the  Klondike  and  the  White  Pass  of 
the  Yukon. 

But  the  Caribou  Crossing  is  full  of  fish,  and  some 
of  these — ^lake  trout,  cisco,  pike,  Ung,  sculpin— take 
the  hook  when  it  is  properly  bafted.  You  can  stand 
on  the  httle  wharf  of  the  bishop's  house,  or  on  the 
bank  in  Skookum  Jim's  door-yard,  and  cast  for  gray- 
ling, and  the  grayhng  will  respond.  Better  than 
this,  you  can  cross  the  river  and  go  a  couple  of  miles 
through  the  fields  and  woods  and  around  a  bayou 
where  the  thicker  forest  begins.  In  the  httle  glade 
of  the  woods  you  will  find  a  roaring  brook,  and  at 
the  foot  of  a  cascade  you  will  find  the  grayling  as 
eager  as  you  are,  and  if  you  are  contented  with  a 
reasonable  basket,  you  will  fish  awhile  there,  lie 
down  on  the  heather,  and  take  for  yourself  some- 
thing better  than  many  fishes — that  which  Words- 
worth called  "  the  harvest  of  the  quiet  eye." 


SOME  NOTES  ON  THE  NEW  CATA- 
LOGUE t)F  MESSES.  HAEDY 
BEOTHEES. 


The  new  catalogue  of  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros., 
of  Alnwick,  London,  Edinburgh,  and  Manchester, 
now  extends  to  about  a  page  for  every  day  in  the 
year,  and  has  become  an  illustrated  epitome  of 
the  whole  art  of  angling,  many  of  the  plates  of 
flies  being  finely  reproduced  in  colour.  On  page 
79b  is  an  illustration  of  a  new  bottle,  made  in  a 
shape  to  fit  the  waistcoat  pocket,  for  holding 
"Anti-Midge,"  which  is  described  as  "a  most 
excellent  compound  of  essential  oils,  which  we 
have  proved  efi'ective  on  many  a  midge-infested 
riverside.  It  is  a  clean,  healthy  preparation, 
not  unpleasant  in  odour,  and  has  no  deleterious 
effect  on  the  skin.  Some  form  of  midge  preventa- 
tive is  a  necessity  for  anglers,  and  this  compound 
does  all  that  is  required  in  most  parts.  The  bottle 
is  of  a  convenient  form  to  fit  the  waistcoat  pocket, 
and  has  a  sprinkler  stopper. 

"  Note. — Where  blackfly  or  mosquitoes  abound, 
and  it  is  necessary  to  have  something  extra  strong, 
we  recommend  a  mixture  of  one  part  Stockholm 
tar  and  two  parts  olive  oil.  With  this  we  have 
defeated  hosts  of  mosquitoes.  It  is  not  so  b£id  as 
it  seems,  and  although  it  naturally  browns  the 
face,  it  is  easily  washed  from  the  skin." 

The  sheet  of  twelve  patterns  of  Irish  Salmon 
Flies  in  colours  facing  p.  88  will  be  useful,  as 
illustrations  of  Irish  flies  are  not  so  common  as  of 
general  standards. 

On  p.  90b  is  an  illustration  of  a  new  Pocket  Fly 
Oil  Bottle  made  in  a  convenient  shape  for  can-ying 
in  the  waistcoat  pocket.  The  interior  is  fitted  with 
a  long  sleeve,  which  prevents  the  oil  flowing  back 
when  the  bottle  is  filled  up  to  the  line  mark.  All  the 
same,  I  would  rather  not  trust  an  oil  bottle  in  a 
waistcoat  pocket.     On  the  same  page  is  an  illus- 


tration of  Mr.  Warren  Vernon's  magnetic  disgorger 
and  artificial  fly  catcher,  for  lifting  an  eyed  fly  out 
of  a  box ;  the  point  is  useful  for  clearing  varnish 
from  an  eye.  On  p.  99  is  an  illustration  of  Hardy's 
Special  Traces  for  salmon,  mahseer,  etc.,  made  in 
single  and  treble  salmon  gut  and  in  Punjab  twisted 
wire.  These  traces  are  as  good  as  anyone  could 
desire,  and  so  made  as  to  be  particularly  handy 
for  changing  baits  or  traces  quickly. 

Hardy's  Patent  "  Silknt  Check"  Fly  Rekl. 

This  is  a  new  design  of  a  silent  check  reel,  the 
pressure  being  regulated  by  a  milled  nut  on  the 
rim,  which  may  be  increased  by  turning  screw  to 
the  left  or  decreased  by  turning  to  the  right,  as 
may  be  desired.  The  arrangement  is  practically 
the  same  as  in  their  patent  "  Perfect  "  reel.  It  is 
an  ideal  reel  for  those  who  dislike  the  noise  of  a 
check,  and,  while  mainly  intended  for  trout  fishing, 
may,  from  its  large  line-carrying  capacity,  be  used 
for  loch,  sea-trout,  and  even  grilse.  It  can  also  be 
fitted  with  Messrs.  Hardy's  agate  guide-ring,  which 
is  a  capital  thing. 

The  "  Agate  "  guide  ring  and  the  milled  nut  on 
the  rim  are  clearly  shown  in  the  illustration  of  the 
"  Perfect  "  Reel  on  p.  123. 

Hardy's  "Wee"  Minnow  Spinner  is  one  of  the 
best  things  of  the  kind  now  on  the  market,  and  is 
"  light  enough  to  be  used  with  an  ordinary  fly 
rod."  Another  spinning  bait  is  the  "  Murdoch  " 
Oval  Devon,  designed  by  that  practical  angler  Mr. 
Wm.  Murdoch,  angling  editor  of  the  Scottish 
Field. 

"  The  baits  are  of  fan-  weight,  painted  blue  and 
silver,  or  brown  and  gold,  also  plated  silver  and 
gold.  The  wire  frame  mount  holds  out  the  side 
hooks  at  A,  so  that  the  head  is  perfectly  armed. 
This  arrangement  also  prevents  the  side  mounts 
getting  chafed  and  destroyed,  as  is  so  often  the  case 
with  ordinary  Devons."  Sizes :  2in.  and  2pn. 
Can  also  be  had  mounted  with  special  mahseer 
hooks  for  Indian  fishing. 

A  curious  no\'elty  in  Quill  Minnows  is  the 
"  Josephsou  "  Hollow  Fin  Quill  Minnow,  in  which 
the  metal  fin  is  open  in  the  centre.  I  should 
imagine  that  the  loss  of  spinning  power  is  in  pro- 
portion to  the  size  of  the  hole  in  the  fin. 

On  p.  174  are  illustrations  of  Spoons  for  Mahseer" 
and  Salmon,  special  attention  being  given  to  the 
mountings.    I  greatly  object  to  split-rings  in  any 
tackle  used  in  water. 

Among  the  many  illustrations  of  rods  I  notice 
the  "Dorchester"  Dry-Fly  Rod,  designed  and 
built  to  instructions  given  by  that  excellent  dry-fly 
angler  the  Rev.  S.  E.  V.  Filleul,  who  speaks  very 
highly  of  the  rod.  It  is  a  9ft.  9in.  split  cane  rod 
in  three  joints,  weighing  8oz.  The  "Featherweight " 
landing  net,  on  p.  292,  has  been  made  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  those  who  favour  a  light  outfit 
— including  a  3jft.  handle,  the  total  weight  is  only 
9^oz. — the  net  is  plaited  silk  waterproofed,  and 
described  as  "hook  proof."  The  "  Roxbm-gh  " 
Salmon  Fly  Reservoir  is  a  neat  box  with  trays 
and  clips,  and  will  hold  thirteen  dozen  salmon 
and  nine  dozen  sea-trout  flies. 

I  have  often  referred  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  to 
the  nuisance  caused  to  sea  anglers  by  badly  made 
pulley  end  rings.  In  this  new  ring  the  pulley 
wheel  is  recessed  in  the  sheaves.  If  this  obviates 
the  sudden  jam  and  cutting  of  the  line  caused  by 
the  ordinary  badly  made  sea  rod  pulley,  Messrs. 
Hardy  will  have  the  blessing  of  all  users  of  this 
ring.  Personally,  except  for  boab  work,  I  prefer 
the  porcelain  or  agate  ring. 

A  decided  novelty  is  Hardy's  Registered  Clearing 
Ring,  which  is  thus  described  : — 

"  The  system  is  quite  new,  and,  as  may  be  seen 
from  the  illustration,  consists  of  two  rings  hinged 
together.  The  illustration  shows  the  clearing  ring 
open,  a  cord  D  is  attached  to  eye  ^4  and  operates 
as  a  gi'ip.  The  reel  line  is  inserted  at  slot  i?,-and 
the  ring  manoeuvred  down  to  the  'fast.'  Then  b\ 
pulling  on  the  cord  the  rings  close  and  grip  the 
tackle  or  obstruction,  which  is  then  either  released 
or  broken  oft'  close  to  the  hook.  The  size  of  the 
oisening  in  ring  permits  it  to  pass  over  a  pike  float. 
It  is  easily  carried,  and  may  save  no  end  of  valu- 
able tackle." 

In  theory,  the  clearing  ring  has  always  been  one' 
of  the  simjily  indispensable  parts  of  an  angler's 
equipment — in  practice,  I  believe  it  is  never  used 
by  the  same  angler  more  than  once  in  a  century.  I 
found  after  my  one  trial  that  it  was  a  saving  of 
time  and  temper  to  break  "  something  "  and  fit  u;) 
another.  R.  13.  Maksxon, 
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SOME  ILLUSTRATIONS  FROM  THE  NEW  CATALOGUE  OF  MESSRS.  HARDY  BROTHERS. 


The  "  Featherweight  "  Landing-Net. 


Patent  Silent  Check  Fly-Reei:,. 


The  "Murdoch"  Oval  Dev( 


r 

Hakdy's  Improved  \  

Pullet  End  Ring. 


The  "  Josephson"  Hollow  Fin  Qdill  Minnow  (Hardy's). 


The  Patent  "  Perfect  "  Reel  with  Aoate 
Line  Guard. 


Hardy's  "Wee"  Minnow  Spinner. 


Haedy's  Registered  Cleabing  Ring. 


Habdy's  New  Patent  Prawn  Box. 


Tm  "Ariel"  Fapl-Over  Knuckle  Joint. 


"  RoxBUBQH  "  Salmox-Fly  Reskrvoir. 
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GKESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


ANNUAL  DINNEK. 


The  twenty-seventh  annual  dinner  of  this  society 
was  held  in  the  Piscatorial  Salon  of  the  Holborn 
Restaurant  on  Tuesday,  April  7,  Mr.  H.  T. 
Sheringham  (angling  editor  of  the  Field)  presiding. 

Letters  of  apology  for  absence  were  received  from 
Lord  C.  Hamilton,  Messrs.  R.  B.  Marston,  A.  R. 
Matthews  (of  the  Anglers'  Nctds),  A.  E.  Franklin, 
A.  C.  Bonsall  (of  the  Shooting  Times),  Dr.  P.  J. 
Spencer,  K.  W.  Thomas,  A.  P.  Zerfass,  and  others. 

Among  those  present  were  : — Abraham,  Frank, 
and  friend ;  Atkinson,  H.  W. ;  Blagrave,  Ed.  ; 
Buckingham,  C.  F.  F.  (Hon.  Treasurer);  Bevan, 
S.  C.  H. ;  Cooke,  J.  J.  0.  (of  the  Crowland 
Angling  Society) ;  Cowell,  E.  ;  Cowen ;  Dick,  W.  ; 
Davis,  M. ;  Edwards,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  ;  Eldred,  F.  E. ; 
Eldred,  Miss  D. ;  Farmiloe,  G.  F. ;  Franklin, 
Chas.  (of  Eton) ;  Gray,  F.  A. ;  Gray,  Miss ;  Gill, 
C.  L.  (Hon.  Curator)  ;  Gairdner,  E.  J.;  Goodwyn, 
L. ;  Howard,  G.  H.  {Fishing  Gazette) ;  Jackson, 
T. ;  Ley,  F. ;  Moss,  P.  J.  ;  Moss,  Mrs. ;  Mitchell, 
E.  J. ;  Mann,  Mr.  and  Mrs. ;  Malins,  Henry  S. ; 
Ostler,  Mr.  and  Mrs. ;  Rowden,  A.  R.  ;  Saunders, 
A.  J. ;  Saunders,  Miss  ;  Saunders,  S.  T.,  and  Mrs. 
Saunders  ;  Salmond,  P.  W. ;  Smelt,  T.  C. ;  SpauU, 
A.  G. ;  Thonger,  J.  H.  ;  Turner,  H.  D.  (Hon. 
Librarian)  ;  Turner,  E.  P. ;  West,  J.  P. ;  West, 
Jas.  ;  Woods,  B.,  and  Mrs.  Woods;  Woodward,  etc. 

The  dinner  was  served  in  capital  style  under  the 
supervision  of  the  hotel  manager,  the  whole 
arrangements  being  well  carried  out  by  the  dinner 
committee — Messrs.  W.  Dick,  F.  A.  Gray,  P.  W. 
Salmond,  J.  Powles  West,  and  the  society's  hon. 
sec. 

The  Chairman,  in  proposing  the  toast  of  "  The 
King  and  Royal  Family,"  said:  Ladies  and 
Gentlemen, — This  is  a  toast  received  every- 
where with  the  greatest  enthusiasm,  but  nowhere 
more  so  than  among  a  body  of  anglers.  Though 
his  Majesty  is  not  an  angler  himself,  we  know 
he  takes  a  very  keen  interest  in  angling 
matters,  and  is  the  king  of  sportsmen.  I  was  very 
glad  to  learn  that  he  had  recently  given  evidence 
of  his  sympathy  with  anglers  by  contributing  to 
the  funds  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society.  (Cheers.)  Ladies  and  gentlemen,  it  is 
with  the  utmost  loyalty  that  I  give  you  the  toast 
of  "  The  King  and  Royal  Family." 

In  proposing  the  toast  of  "  The  Gresham,"  the 
Chairman  said :  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, — I  feel 
that  in  occupying  this  chair,  and  submitting  the 
toast  of  "  The  Gresham,"  a  great  honour — an 
honour  too  significant  for  the  merits  that  I  possess 
— has  been  accorded  me.  I  think  myself  quite 
unfitted  to  propose  such  an  honourable  toast :  but 
I  did  not  kiiow  how  absolutely  I  was  unfitted  till 
our  splendid  secretary,  Mr.  Eldred,  mentioned 
Mrs.  Sheringham's  name,  and  asked  if  she  would 
also  attend  and  present  the  trophies.  There  is  no 
Mrs.  Sheringham.  The  obtaining  of  a  Mrs.  Shering- 
ham takes  time.  A  proposal  is  not  done  in  a 
minute,  nor  is  a  "  match  "  fixed  up,,  even  with 
a  "  special  licence,"  at  a  day's  notice.  I  must 
apologise,  therefore,  for  my  bachelor  condition, 
and  trust  that  the  winners  of  the  trophies  will  not 
mind  receiving  them  from  the  hand  of  a  mere  man. 
With  all  these  shortcomings  it  gives  me  unalloyed 
pleasure  to  be  in  the  position  I  am.  I  take  it  that 
club  life  is  deeply  engrained  in  the  Anglo-Saxon 
nature,  fishing  club  life  seems  to  be  more  deeply 
engrained.  The  earliest  club  was  one  in  which 
three  men  were  wrecked  on  an  island  in  the  Pacific. 
Their  names  were  Brown,  Jones,  and  Robinson. 
They  called  it  the  "  Terra  Incognita."  Their  first 
idea  was  to  form  a  club.  No  sooner  thought  of 
than  acted  upon,  and  Robinson  presided  at  the 
first  meeting.  The  question  of  a  dinner  was  dis- 
cussed, and  it  was  agreed  to  hold  it  there  and 
then.  A  slight  difficulty,  however,  presented 
itself.  There  was  no  food  and  they  were  starving. 
What  should  they  do  ?  Happy  thought — dine 
at  the  chairman's  expense.  The  motion  was  put 
and  carried  (not,  however,  without  protest  from 
the  chairman)  and  quickly  acted  on,  and  the  first 
chairman  of  the  first  fishing  club  fell  a  victim  to 
his  fellow  members. 

The  first  fishing  club  I  know  of  was  formed  in 
the  United  States  in  the  year  1732.  America  has 
a  big  start  of  us  in  this  respect,  for  I  know  of  no 
fishing  club  in  England  till  the  beginning  of  the 
nineteenth  century.  Clubs  having  been  once 
started  grew  apiice.    The  Gresham,  I  am  proud  to 


say,  though  not  among  the  oldest,  is  one  of  the 
best — if  not  the  best.  The  Gresham  is  a  social 
club  as  well  as  an  angling  club.  It  is  one  of  the 
few  that  admits  ladies  to  its  dinners.  We  try, 
therefore,  to  justify  ourselves  to  the  ladies.  A 
lady  told  mo  the  otlier  day  that  "  fishermen 
were  a  morose  lot.  They  went  out  in  the  morning, 
caught  nothing,  and  the  truth  was  not  in  them." 
Well,  we  are  pleased  to  see  many  ladies  here  to- 
night, and  trust  that  when  we  do — -sometimes  to 
escape  the  horrors  of  "  spring  cleaning "  —  go 
a-fishing,  we  shall  return  successful  and  in  good 
temper,  and  thus  not  deserve  the  appellation  with 
which  this  lady  branded  all  anglers. 

I  must  now  justify  "  ourselves "  to  ourselves. 
The  Gresham  is  the  only  club  in  London  that  goes 
in  for  restocking, -and,  in  addition,  rearing  its 
restocking  fish.  One  hundred  yearlings  were 
put  into  the  Chesham  nursery,  and  in  five 
months  grew  nearly  five  inches,  and  200  more  are 
now  in  the  nursery  with  every  chance  of  doing 
equally  well.  We  have  some  admirable  waters. 
At  Kelvedon  we  have  three  miles  of  water,  very 
little  fished.  What  is  more  desired  by  a  London 
angler  -than  a  three-mile  stretch  of  water  very 
little  fished  ?  Surely  this  is  a  condition  ardently 
desired  by  all  anglers,  to  angle  in  a  water  that  is 
very  little  fished.  It  is  an  old  cry  that  people 
cannot  get  fishing,  and  on  this  point  I  am  sure  my 
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Mb.  H.  T.  Sheringham. 
;'■<( chairman  of  the  Gresham  Angling  Society's  Annual  Dinner.) 

friend,  Mr.  Howard,  will  support  me.  The  sport- 
ing Press  is  inundated  as  to  questions  on  fishing. 
The  papers  may  give  you  some  tips  ;  but  I  am 
convinced  that  the  best  thing  to  do  is  to 
join  a  good  club,  and  from  all  that  I  know  the 
Gresham  is  one  of  the  best.  There  are  special 
features  belonging  to  the  club  which  appeal 
to  all  sportsmen.  Young  sportsmen  are  put  on 
the  right  track,  and  even  taught  how  to  fish  and 
where ;  indeed,  it  is  not  at  all  an  unusual  thing 
for  a  beginner  to  be  put  on  to  a  rising  fish.  The 
social  life  of  the  club  includes  regular  meetings 
at  which  papers  are  read  and  discussions  take  place, 
to  say  nothing  of  practical  displays — a  novelty  in 
this  respect  was  recently  seen  at  the  Gresham. 
I  was  only  too  sorry  that  I  was  not  able  to  be 
present  at  the  fine  practical  display  given  last 
week  by  Mr.  Gray.  From  what  I  can  gather  it 
was  an  extremely  scientific  demonstration, 
and  admirably  performed.  The  evolution  of 
fishing  tackle  is  constantly  before  the  Gresham. 
We  have  Gresham  rods,  Gresham  flies,  Gresham 
bags  and  reels  ;  in  fact,  an  angler  might  furnish 
himself  solely  with  Gresham  tackle,  and  be  the 
best  equipped  in  England.  The  inventive  power 
of  the  club  is  certainly  not  lacking.  Ladies  and 
gentlemen,  I  will  conclude  by  reading  you  an 
extract  from  a  letter  from  Mr.  "W,  Senior 
(Cheers.) 


"  Though  I  have  not  robbed  you  of  a  single  fish, 
and  have  not  had  the  grace  to  attend  the  meetings, 
I  do  heartily  appreciate  the  honour  of  belonging  to 
a  society  which  ranks  so  high  amongst  the  best  of 
our  angling  associations.  Our  available  waters  for 
men  of  our  class,  by  which  I  mean  right-minded 
sportsmen  with  moderate  means,  are  becoming 
fewer  and  fewer,  but  it  is  the  existence  of  societies 
like  the  Gresham  that  preserves  much  that  is 
valuable,  and  affords  a  very  great  privilege.  If 
you  look  at  the  subject  from  that  point  of  view 
alone,  the  conclusion  must  be  that  you  can  scarcely 
over-estimate  the  importance  they  are  to  the 
angler  who  wants  an  occasional  outing  in  fields, 
and  by  streams,  that  are  practically  his  own  for 
the  time,  and  where  he  knows  he  will  not  be 
hustled  by  Dick,  Tom,  and  Harry,  but  will  have 
the  companionship  of  kindred  spirits,  or  no  com- 
panionship at  all,  if  that  is  preferred,  as  of  course 
it  sometimes  is.  So,  the  best  of  prosperity  to  the 
society  ;  continued  harmony  in  its  councils ;  and 
the  true  Waltonian  feeling  amongst  its  members 
one  and  all.  If  you  give  our  friends  this  message 
to-night,  remind  them  that  the  jollity  of  these 
dinners  depends  upon  themselves.  If  they  re- 
main cold  in  haughty  silence,  it  means  Frost ;  it 
they  rouse  to  cheering  and  enthusiasm,  the  sym- 
pathy runs  round  like  electricity.  And  so  mote  it 
be,  and  an  extra  cheer  for  the  ladies." 

Mr.  Sheringham  concluded  his  speech  with, 
"  Well,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  '  them's  my  senti- 
ments.' " 

Mr.  Ttjrner,  in  replying  to  the  toast  of  "  The 
Gresham,"  said  he  had  to  thank  the  chairman  for 
asking  him  to  reply  to  the  toast ;  but  he  [did  not 
thank  Mr.  Eldred  for  putting  his  name  on  the  list 
at  all.  It  was  a  complete  surprise  to  him,  and  he 
at  first  flatly  declined  to  take  upon  himself  such  an 
onerous  task ;  but,  unfortunately  for  him,  our  hon. 
secretary  had  a  knack  of  getting  his  own  way,  and 
he  had  perforce  to  submit.  He  thanked  the  chair- 
man for  the  very  kind  things  he  had  said  of  the 
Gresham.  He  was  glad  to  know  that  many  of 
these  were  true,  and  he  felt  it  an  honour  to  be- 
long to  such  a  club.  The  chairman  had  told  them 
of  some  of  the  things  the  society  had  done, 
but  he  wished  to  add  to -his  remarks.  During  the 
past  year  water  wardens  had  been  appointed  both 
for  Chesham  and  Kelvedon,  to  the  benefit  of  both 
waters  ;  indeed,  the  outlook  for  the  present  trout 
season  was  particularly  bright.  He  did  not  know 
any  other  club  in  London  which  could  offer  such 
facilities  for  trout  fishing  within  an  hour's  railway 
journey  as  the  Gresham.  The  social  side  of  the 
club  had  been  well  maintained,  and  there  were 
other  papers  in  store  for  the  members  and  their 
friends.  He  thanked  Mr.  Sheringham  on  behalf 
of  the  society  for  the  nice  way  he  had  proposed 
the  toast,  and  particularly  Mr.  W.  Senior  for  his 
thoughtful  and  appreciative  message.  It  was  such 
messages  as  these  that  determined  the  Gresham  to 
keep  in  the  front  rank  of  angling  clubs. 

Mr.  A.  G.  Spaull  proposed  the  toast  of 
the  "  Ladies  and  Visitors "  in  the  following 
terms : — Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  curate  who 
applied  to  his  bishop  for  permission  to  preach  ? 
The  prelate  gazed  pensively  at  him,  and  said, 
"  You  have  my  permission,  what  you  require 
is  Nature's."  Well,  that  is  my  position!  When 
our  indefatigable  hon.  secretary  approached 
me  and  asked  that  I  would  propose  a  toast  this 
evening,  I  pleaded  that  on  such  occasions  as 
these  I  was  both  deaf  and  dumb— I  do  not 
say  speechless,  you  might  misunderstand  me ; 
but  it  was  in  vain.  No  toast,  no  dinner. 
But  to  proceed.  I  think  I  had  better  divide  this 
toast  into  two  parts.  The  first  half,  I  think  I  may 
say  the  major  part,  or  better  half,  is  the  ladies. 
Now,  ladies,  please  deal  gently  with  me,  for  this  is 
merely  a  "  maiden  "  effort.  What  I  have  to  do  is 
to  propose  your  very  good  health,  and  in  the 
name  of  the  Gresham  bid  you  very  welcome.  The 
last  man  I  heard  of  who  proposed  this  toast  came 
to  an  untimely  end !  After  his  introductory  re- 
marks he  told  his  listeners  that  the  toast  "  em- 
braced so  much,"  and  then  went  on  to  say  he 
welcomed  the  ladies  with  open  arms.  Ladies,  I 
won't  go  so  far  as  that  man  in  case  there  are  any 
irate  husbands  present ;  but  I  am  quite  sure  I  am 
voicing  the  opinion  of  the  whole  of  those  present 
when  I  say  that  it  gives  us  the  greatest  pleasure 
to  see  you  at  this  board.  You  are  very  welcome, 
and  it  is  a  very  gleasant  sight.  I  can  assure  you 
the  Gresham  Angling  Society  feels  and  deeply 
appreciates  the  honour  you  do  it  by  being  present. 
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We  cannot  get  on  without  the  ladies  to  cheer  us 
on'our  way;  and  sometimes  dxiring  the  summer 
we  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  them  at  the  water 
side.    I  was  about  to  say  what  a  pity  it  is  ladies  do 
not  belong  to  the  Gresham  as  members.    But  on 
second  thoughts  I  won't,  and  I  will  tell  you  why. 
"When   a  lady  takes  up  anything,  she  does  it 
ihoroughly—Bo  very  thoroughly  I    In  fact,  if  she 
makes  up  her  mind  to  have  a  thing— well,  it  has 
got   to   be !    I   hope   there   are  no  suffragettes 
present.    Well,  now,  if  you  ladies  were  to  take  up 
fishing  in  the  Gresham  waters,  you  would  do  it 
so  thoroughly  that  the  fish  would  succumb  to  your 
charms,  there  would  be  no  fish  left  for  mere  man. 
But  to  put  jesting  aside,  believe  me,  ladies,  when 
I  assure  you  that,,  as  we  do  not  always  have  you 
with  ds,  you  are  now  the  more  welcome,  and  we 
sincerely  trust  that  you  will  realise  that  you  have 
added  much  to  our  enjoyment  to-night,  and  the 
time  you  have  kindly  given  up  to  be  present  has 
in  no  way  been  lost.    To  the  other  visitors  here 
to-night,  who  form  the  second  portion  of  the  toast, 
let  me  say  these  remarks  are  equally  applicable 
to    you.     You    are    very    welcome.     At  our 
annual    dinner,    and    at    the    very  interesting 
evenings  held  from  time  to  time  in  our  club 
room,  visitors  are  always  welcome.     They  are 
a  great  acquisition,  and  our  motto  with  regard  to 
them  is,  "  The  more  the  merrier."    We  are  always 
glad  to  see  them,  for  we  know  that  from  past  experi 
ence  they  come  to  stay— that  is,  they  become 
Greshamites.    For  the  benefit  of  those  who  are 
here  for  the  first  time  as  visitors,  let  me  assure 
them  that  we  do  not  tell  fish  stories — we  always 
speak  the  truth.    Gentlemen,  I  raise  my  glass  and 
ask  you  to  join  with  me  in'  dtinking^  the  very 
good  health  of  the  ladies  and  othcP  Visitors. 

Mr.  Thos.  Jackson,  replying  for  the  ladies  and 
visitors,  referred  to  the  excellent  menu  provided, 
and  to  the  delightful  bill  of  fare  the  artistes  had 
given.  Both  our  palates  and  our  musical  tastes 
had  been  gratified,  and  we  had  to  thank  the 
Gresham  for  a  very  pleasant  evening.  He  hoped 
soon  to  become  a  member  of  the  society,  but  he 
had  a  grievance  against  it.  One  of  its'  members 
had  undertaken  to  teach  him  the  elements  of  fish 
ing,  and  had  entirely  failed  in  the  task.  He  hoped, 
however,  to  equalise  matters  when  he  became  a 
member.  On  behalf  of  the  ladies  and  visitors,  he 
thanked  the  society  for  a  very  pleasant  evening. 

Mr.  C.  F.  F.  Buckingham,  in  giving  "The 
Press,"  said  he  was  sure  we  were  all  indebted  to 
the  Press.  It  provided  us  with  news  from  every- 
where, hot  with  one's  coffee  at  breakfast,  and  it 
gave  us  opportunities  of  learning  what  other 
anglers  were  doing  in  other  quarters  of  the  globe 
advertised  our  meetings ;  it  narrated  om-  cap 
tures;  and  as  far  as  the  angling  Press  was 
concerned,  it  never  lost  an  opportunity  of  doing  its 
best  for  anglers'  interests.  He  had  much  pleasure 
in  connecting  with  the  toast  the  names  of  the  Field 
and  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Mr.  Howard  in  reply  said  :— It  was  in  the  year 
1892  that  I  first  knew  the  Gresham  as  a  club.  I 
was  passing  the  Mason's  Hall  and  heard  sounds  of 
revelry  inside.  I  went  in  and  found  the  Gres- 
hamites busy.  I  was  struck  with  the  hospitality 
extended  to  nie.  In  replying  for  the  Press,  I  may 
say  that  it  is  through  the  Press  you  get  your  good 
acts  chronicled  (you  have  no  bad  ones).  You  owe 
a  lot  to  your  Press.  We  have  to  "  sole  and  heel  " 
your  2i-mile  articles  to  get  at  the  pith,  but  you 


on  stock  in  the  book  world.    It  is  a  l)ook  for 
beginners.   I  hope  that  book  is  destined  to  become 
part  and   parcel  of  that  great   and  increasing 
literature  which  deals  with  the  piscatorial  art. 
Anglers  seem  to  be  specially  fitted  for  the  world  of 
writing.    Besides  the  great  "  Izaak  "  there  have 
been   many  others   of  equal   brilliance.  AVhat 
makes  the  angler  so  adapted  I  hardly  know.    It  is 
perhaps  because  the  angler  is  a  contemplative  man. 
He  adds  to  this  a  study  of  Nature.    He  sees  the 
kingfisher  flashing  in  his  brilliance  through  the 
sunshine ;  he  is  alive  to  all  the  sights  and  sounds 
of  Nature.    His  knowledge  of  artificial  flies  leads 
him  to  a  study  of  the  wonderful  world  of  insect 
life,  and  in  many  other  ways  the  angler  is  brought 
into  intimate  relationship  with  Nature,  and  is  the 
better  for  it.    Our  chairman  is  not  only  a  theorist 
and  an  able  and  brilliant  writer,  but  he  is  a  clever 
expert.    It   is   one  thing  to  write  a  book,  but 
another  thing  to  do  the  things  spoken  of  in  the 
book.    Mr.  Sheringham  is  no   book  sportsman. 
He  not  only  tells  one  how  to  do  a  thing,  he  can 
follow  his  own  instructions  and  do  it,  and  do  it 
well.    There  was  a  sign  of  his  humanity  shown 
when   he    tells   us  that  with   five   minutes  to 
go  ere  the  train  arri\es,  and  with  twenty-three 
fish    in    his    basket,  he    essays    to   catch  the 
twenty-fourth.    Yes,  he  is  a  keen  sportsman,  and 
one  well  deserving  of  the  name  of  sportsman. 
If  Mr.  Sheringham  in  his  splendid  contributions 
could  tell  us  more  of  the  elements  of  fishing  and 
less  oi  fishing,  we  should  all  be  delighted,  and,  I 
know,  informed.    It  is  the  elements  that  we  stUl 
have  to  learn,  and  no  man  is  more  fitted  to  give 
them  to  us  than  oiur  chairman. 

The  Chairman,  in  thanking  Mr.  Denham  for  the 
very  flattering  way  in  which  he  had  proposed  the 
toast,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  was  received, 
felt  that  he  had  said  too  many  good  things  about 
him.  Mr,  Denham  had  referred  to  the  elements. 
Well,  his  experience  of  one  of  them,  namely,  wind, 
was  that  it  is  nearly  always  in  the  east  when  you 
go  fishing,  and  veers  to  south-west  or  south  when- 
ever business  prevents  you  stealing  off'  for  a  day 
by  the  riverside.  Mr.  Denham  wondered  how  it 
was  anglers  and  literature  were  so  closely  connected. 
Well,  he  thought  that  anglers  often  had  plenty  of 
time  for  contemplation.and  this  contemplation  often 
results  in  putting  down  one's  thoughts  on  paper. 
He  himself  often  in  this  way  reconstructed  scenes 
which  had  happened,  and  sometimes  went  so  far 
as  to  draw  on  his  imagination  for  the  scene.  This 
was  very  cheering  sometimes,  for  one  could  then 
give  oneself  just  the  catch  one  would  like  to 
obtain  in  reality. 

During  the  evening  the  chairman  presented  the 
prizes,  as  follows  :  — 


ON  THE  DEVON  AVON. 


cannot  blame  us  for  that.   The  Press'is  the  vehicle 

for  the  dissemination  of  news — N  E  W  S  North, 

east,  west,  south  is  the  meaning  of  "news."  A 
good  secretary,  a  good  executive,  a  good  com- 
mittee (they  are  all  jolly  good  fellows),  it  was 
easy  work  to  report  of  such  a  body  as  they  repre- 
sent. It  is  a  pleasure  to  be  with  you  to-night,  and 
anything  I  'can  do  for  the  enhancement  of  the 
welfare  of  the  Gresham  I  shall  never  miss  the 
opportimity  of  doing. 

Mr.  Denham,  in  submitting  "The  Chairman," 
said,— The  hour  is  advanced  and  I  must  be  brief, 
but  I  crave  your  sympathy  in  submitting  the  toast 
of  "  The  Chairman."  There  was  no  denying  our 
undeniable  and  indefatigable  secretary  when  he 
asked  me  to  propose  the  toast  that  I  have  now  to 
subnait.  It  was  a  brilliant  thought  to  ask  Mr. 
Sheringham  to  occupy  the  chair  to-night.  We 
have  read  his  fine  and  able  contributions  to 
piscatorial  art  in  the  Field.  We  are  indebted  to 
him  for  his  charming  work,  "  An  Angler's  Hours." 
There  is  another  book  almost  ready  to  be  launched 
,into  the  sea  of  literature,  if  it '  is  not  already 


Cdps  and  Medals  List. 
^  The  "  Dr.  J.  Brunton "  Cup^to  Mr.  A.  J. 
Saimders,  for  a  trout  of  1  lb.  l2oz.  and  a  perch  of 
1  lb.  1.5oz.  The  "  Franklin  "  Cup— to  Mr.  E.  W. 
Thomas,  for  a  specimen  trout  of  1  lb.  9oz.,  taken 
with  the  fly  at  Chesham.  The  "  Deal  "  Cup— to 
Mr.  P,  W.  Salmond,  for  the  best  take  of  sizeable 
sea  fish.  The  "  Marshall  "  Cross— to  Mr.  C.  F,  F. 
Buckingham  (Treasurer),  for  a  brown  trout  of 
141b.  12oz.,  taken  in  Scotland. 

Medals. 

To  Mr,  F.  A.  Gray,  for  a  roach  of  1  lb.  14oz.  To 
Mr.  S.  J.  Chasteney,  for  sea-bream  of  41b..  3lb., 
and  2ilb.  To  Mr.  A.  J.  Saunders,  as  holder  of  the 
"  Dr.  Brunton "  Cup  for  1908.  To  Mr.  R.  W 
Thomas,  as  holder  of  the  "  Franklin "  Cup  for 
1908,  To,  Mr,  P.  W.  Salmond,  as  holder  of  the 
"  Deal  "  Cup  for  1908.  To  Mr.  C.  F.  F.  Bucking- 
ham, as  holder  of  the  "  Marshall  "  Cross  for  1908 
To  Mr.  T.  W.  Bowman,  for  a  chub  of  61b. 

The  musical  arrangements  ^v■ere  admirably 
carried  out  ,by  Mr.  J.  Powles  West,  and  re- 
flected great  credit  upon  himself  and  the  artistes 
Miss  Ethel  HUl  (G.S.M.)  gave  very  artistic 
rendermgs  of  "  Never  mind  the  Weather,"  "  That's 
Why,"  and  "  My  ain  Folk  "  ;  Miss  Amy  Brooke 
sang  her  humorous  ditties,  "IGrumbles,"  "  My  Pro- 
posals," and  "The  Squire's  Son," in  capital  style; 
whilst  Miss  Hope  Jackson  "  brought  down  the 
house"  in  the  encore,  "Caller  Herrin',"  to  her 
song,  "  The  Enchantress."  Mr.  A.  G.  Carpenter, 
Mr.  L.  Gowings,  Mr.  Cowen,  and  Mr.  Jas.  Nolan 
were  equally  successful  in  their  songs,  whilst  Mr. 
A.  Bensen  Aynsley  proved  a  capable  and  sym- 
pathetic accompanist. 

The  singing  of  the  National .  Anthem  concluded 
a  highly  successful  and  enjoyable  evening. 


Whkn  we  remember  that  Avon,  or  Afon,  is 
nothing  more  than  \mte  Celtic  for  river,  or  water 
we  see  at  once  how  it  comes  about  that  so  many 
streams  in  so  many  different  parts  of  the  country 
still  bear  that  name,  often  without  further  qualifi- 
cation whereby  they  may  be  distinguished  one 
from  another.     The  Avon  in  the  minds  of  most 
people  IS,  doubtless,  that  immortalised  by  Shake- 
speare ;   but  to  the  residents  on  their  respective 
banks,  there  are  several  other  rivers  which  would 
dispute  the  title.    Yorkshire— that  kingdom  in 
Itself— has  at  least  one  ;  while  Wales  has  many, 
though  there  the  name  is  generally  written  Avan' 
or  Afan ;  and  in  the  "  Sweet  Afton  "  of  Bums'  we 
have  another  (with  the   speUing  again  slightly 
vaned),  which,  in  song  at  any  rate,  is  not  Jess 
celebrated  than  any  of  its  rivals.    The  stream 
with  which  we  are  here  more  particularly  con- 
cerned, takes  its  rise  amongst  the  rugged  Tors  on 
the  southern   slopes  of   Dartmoor,  and   to  the 
happy  swains  who  cultivate  the  rich  soil  on  its 
watershed,   and   seldom   find  occasion   to  strav 
beyond  the  confines  of  the  next  parish  or  so,  there 
is  no  other  Avon.    After  a  delightfully  varied  and 
picturesque  course  of  some  twenty  miles,  it  finds 
its  way  to  salt  water,  in  Bigbury  Bay,  about  a 
dozen  miles  east  of  Plymouth.     For  him  who 
would  follow  the  river  from  its  source  to  the  sea, 
the  journey  may  be  taken  as  being  considerably 
longer,  for  the  stream  twists  and  turns  round  so 
many  abrupt  headlands  to  almost  lose  itself  in  the 
narrow,  accompanying  combes,  that  the  distance 
IS  not  easily  measured  upon  the  Ordnance  Map 
To  the  angler  with  his  rod,  threading  his  way 
along  its  banks,  dodging  bushes  here  and  skirting 
boulders  there,  it  might  be  even  longer,  were  he 
bent  on  making  the  whole  journey;  but  by  him 
the  first  few  miles  of  its  course,  where  the  stream 
trickles  through  bogs-  to  tumble  down  shallow 
granite-strewn  rapids,  may  safely  be  disregarded. 
Not,  mdeed,  that  these  moorland  rills  (for  some 
inscrutable  reason  termed  "  lakes  "  by  the  natives) 
do  not  hold  trout,  and  plenty  of  them  ;  nor  because 
the  quiet  solitudes  of  Dartmoor  are  not  well  worthy 
of  a  visit  upon  their  o^vn  account ;  but  rather  for 
the  reason  that  time  is  generally  precious  to  the 
man  with  a  rod  in  his  hand,  and  that  the  fish  there 
are  nearly  all  small  fry,  and  hardly  worth  the 
catching,  though,  like  all  hill  trout,  they  rise  freely 
to  the  fly,  artificial  or  natural. 

Then  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  at  Bantham 
near  which  lies  Borough  (or  Bar)  Island,  to  some 
distance  above  Aveton  Gifford,  the  broad  estuary 
IS  practically  an  arm  of  the  sea  at  full  tide,  and 
for  three  or  four  miles  has  no  attraction  for  the 
angler,  unless,  in  idle  mood,  he  seeks  to  beguile  a 
summer's  evening  in  catching  "  dabs  "  with  a  worm, 
or  eels.  The  latter  are  sometimes  taken  in  great 
numbers  hereabouts,  when,  towards  the  beginning 
of  autumn,  they  are  descending  to  the  sea,  and  the 
visitor  with  nothing  better  to  do,  could  hardly 
employ  his  time  to  greater  advantage  to  the  river 
than  by  aiding  some  of  the  local  eel-fishers  in 
ridding  it  of  some  of  the  "  zarpents." 

A  few  short  lengths  of  the  A^•on  are  in  private 
hands — on  the  unenclosed  moor  I  believe  it  is 
free— but  most  of  the  best  of  the  fishing  is  leased 
by  an  association,  which  grants  day  and  short- 
term  tickets.  The  full  subscription  is  ^2  a  year ; 
and  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  may  not  be 
familiar  with  such  matters,  it  may  be  added  that 
in  addition  a  licence  is  necessary  before  any  part 
of  the  river  can  be  fished.  This,  for  trout,  costs 
10s.,  or,  to  include  salmon,  £1.  There  are  two 
watchers  on  the  water  ;  and,  as  I  was  informed,  a 
good  deal  of  improvement  has  taken  place  during 
recent  years  in  the  average  size  of  the  trout 
caught,  owing  to  the  introduction  of  fresh  blood 
by  the  association. 

As  a  salmon  river,  the  Avon  is  only  of  secondary 
importance,  except  to  the  nets  which  flourish  at 
its  mouth,  the  great  run  of  fish  not  taking  place 
till  late  in  the  year,  just  at  the  close  of  the  season. 
At  that  time,  and  later,  salmon  are  plentiful,  and  of 
large  size,  considering  the  volume  of  the  stream ; 
but  taking  them  with  rod  and  line  does  not  seern 
to  be  followed  with  any  large  amount  of  zest,  nor 
to  be  crowned  with  so  much  success  as  a  stranger 
might  be  led  to  imagine  would  be  the  case  from  a 
cursory  glance  at  the  river.  Personally,  the  writer 
must  disclaim  experience  of  it,  but"  he  was  in- 
formed by  a  veteran  Kingsbridge  angler,  whose 
knowledge  of  the  water  is  equalled  by  few,  that 
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during  the  last  four  years  he  had  only  killed  two 
salmon,  both  of  them  (unless  memory  is  at  fault) 
on  trout  flies,  and  the  largest  of  which  weighed 
161b.  The  sight  of  many  kelts  in  the  lower  pools 
in  spring  is  a  sore  temptation  to  some  of  the 
country  people,  and  one  which,  it  is  perhaps 
scarcely  necessary  to  add,  is  not  always  resisted. 
At  that  season,  the  writer  saw  one  very  well- 
mended  male  salmon  dead  upon  the  bank,  appa- 
rently killed  by  an  otter,  which,  when  clean  in  the 
previous  autunm,  must  have  weighed  close  upon 
oOlb.  A  number  of  sea-trout,  or  peel,  enter  the 
river  "  about  the  time  the  blackberries  ripen,"  and 
afford  good  sport  on  trout  tackle,  running  from 
about  half  a  pound,  to  two,  or  two  and  a  half 
pounds ;  but  a  fair  average,  to  again  quote  the 
gentleman  already  referred  to,  may  be  pno  down  as 
something  below  a  pound. 

Yellow  trout  attain  to  about  the  dimensions 
usual  in  similar  gravelly  streams.  "A  pounder" 
is  always  looked  upon  as  a  good  fish,  half  as  heavy 
again  is  a  very  big  one,  and  one  of  two  pounds  is 
quite  exceptional ;  but  there  are  a  fair  number  of 
trout  to  be  had  of  from  a  quarter  to  three-quarters 
of  a  pound,  and  game,  sporting  fish  they  are,  too, 
giving  some  trouble  when  hooked  in  the  branch- 
overhung  pools,  and  which  it  is  never  safe  to  count 
till  they  are  fairly  into  the  basket.  The  angler 
must  look  for  disappointment  here,  more  than 
once  or  twice  in  the  course  cf  a  day,  owing  to 
branches.  To  a  certainty  he  will  be  "  hung  up  " 
in  the  most  exasperating  manner,  at  some  critical 
moment,  and  just  how  often  an  Avon  trout  owes 
his  life  to  an  overhead  tree,  the  writer  would  not 
like  to  have  to  depone  to  upon  oath.  Everything 
has  gone  well  with  you,  and  been  done  exactly  as 
you  knew  it  should  have  been  :  that  was  really 
quite  a  masterpiece  of  casting,  the  way  in  whicb, 
with  trees  and  scrub  dangerously  near  you  in  the 
rear,  you  managed  to  get  your  line  out,  straight 
up  stream,  to  where  a  good  trout  was  rising  in  the 
eddy,  close  to  the  bank,  and  right  under  a  branch 
which  dipped  to  within  a  foot  or  two  of  the  water. 
He  rose  handsomely,  too ;  you  struck  just  at  the 
psychological  moment,  and  thereafter  guided  him 
skilfully  past  several  dangerous  obstacles.  Now 
he  comes  rolling  down  to  you  upon  the  surface, 
quite  beaten,  and  j'ou  feel  he  is  as  good  as  in  the 
creel.    He  is  within  six  inches  of  the  rim  of  that 

"ring  which   lightens   all  the  hole,"  when  

Confound  it !  What's  that '?  Your  rod,  correctly 
held  up  overhead,  has  just  touched  a  branch,  but 
it  is  sufficient  to  check  the  steady  strain  on  the 
line  for  an  instant,  and  Mr.  Fario  literally  jumps 
at  his  opportunity.  Terribly  frightened  though  he 
was  at  the  invisible  power  which  was  so  myste- 
riously restraining  his  actions,  and  leading  him  he 
knew  not  whither,  he  has  still  fight  in  him  for  one 
final  plunge,  and  when  your  eye  returns  to  the 
water  from  that  angry  glance  overhead,  it  is  to  see 
your  line  floating  idly  on  the  current,  and  your 
erstwhile  victim  gliding  like  a  shadow  in  the 
direction  of  his  home  in  the  eddy.  You  feel 
almost  convinced  that  he  foresaw  what  was  going 
to  happen,  and  conserved  his  strength  for  the 
supreme  moment,  and  you  have  no  doubt  at  all 
about  that  parting  wink  he  tips  you  as  he  dis- 
appears into  deep  water  I  Your  hook  had,  of 
course,  been  in  contact  with  a  bony  part  of  his 
mouth,  and  the  hold  was  all  right  so  long  as  the 
pressure  was  kept  upon  it,  but  gave  way  directly 
the  line  slackened.  It  is  quite  easy  to  see  how 
it  all  happened,  but  it  is  poor  work  moralising 
on  defeat. 

There  is  a  great  deal  of  the  fishing  on  the  Avon, 
as  on  so  many  other  Devon  streams,  that  is  subject 
to  very  much  the  same  kind  of  mischance  as  that 
just  described.  For  nearly  half  of  its  coiu'se  it  is 
heavily  wooded  on  one  bank  or  the  other,  often  on 
both,  and  even  where  it  runs  clear  of  trees  it  is  apt 
to  be  fringed  with  very  annoying  hazel  and  alder 
scrub,  and  last,  but  not  least,  most  terrible  trailers 
of  bramble.  Many  pools  and  streams  can  scarcely 
be  fished  at  all,  except  by  wading  up  the  middle 
of  the  river's  bed,  and  often,  of  course,  the  water 
is  too  deep  for  that  to  be  practicable.  Very  fre- 
quently the  angler  has  to  be  content  with  a  more 
or  less  (generally  more !)  difficult  cast  at  the  head 
or  tail  of  a  pool,  or  by  working  his  rod  through 
little  openings  between  the  bushes  here  and  there, 
and  to  miss  the  rest.  "When  a  good  trout  is  hooked 
under  sucli  conditions,  its  landing  is  sure  to  be 
precarious,  and  often  resolves  itself  into  simply 
holding  on  and  trusting  to  Providence  that  nothing 
will  give  way.    Some  of  the  pools  that  hold,  or 


might  hold,  salmon,  are  no  better  than  the  resti 
and  the  writer  was  advised  on  one  occasion,  by  a 
native  sportsman,  that  the  only  way  in  which  to 
deal  with  a  fish  in  one  particularly  swift-running 
stream,  if  you  were  lucky  enough  to  hook  him,  and 
he  was  determined  to  go  down,  was  to  throw  your 
rod  into  the  water  after  him,  and  trust  to  being 
able  to  recover  it  again  when  it  had  been  swept  by 
the  current  past  tlie  obstructing  bushes.  Unluckily, 
he  did  not  have  the  chance  of  making  the  experi- 
ment, and  can  only  recommend  it,  therefore,  on 
that  hearsay  evidence  which  is  said  to  be  so  seldom 
convincing. 

Seriously,  one  is  often  apt  to  find  one's  self 
wishing  for  a  pruning  hook  on  the  banks  of  the 
Avon ;  or,  when  lamenting  the  loss  of  a  favourite 
fly,  to  wonder  that  something  is  not  done  by  the 
powers  that  be  to  open  out  the  water  a  little  more. 
There  would  seem  to  be  room  for  some  improve- 
ment in  that  way,  although,  of  course,  it  is  a  sound 
argument  that  the  more  trees  there  are  upon  a 
stream,  the  more  food  and  shelter  there  are  for  the 
trout,  and,  personally,  the  writer  would  always 
sooner  see  too  many  than  too  few  of  such  impedi- 
ments to  casting.  "  Let  weeds  flourish  in  the 
water,  and  bushes  upon  its  banks,  and  the  trout 
will  take  care  of  themselves,"  is  very  old  and  good 
advice  upon  the  management  of  a  fishing,  and  if 
residents  find  their  requirements  are  met,  it  would 
be  presumption  on  the  part  of  an  outsider  to 
obtrude  his  opinion.  It  is  pretty  certain,  in  any 
case,  that,  as  it  at  present  is,  the  Avon  can  never 
be  over-fished,  and  that  of  itself  is  no  little  matter 
for  congratulation,  in  these  days,  to  the  regular 
habitues  of  the  stream. 

Here,  in  mild  and  temperate  Devon,  where  many 
tropical  plants  flourish  in  the  open  air,  where  snow 
is  rare,  and  anything  like  a  hard  frost  almost 
unknown,  one  would  expect  that,  if  anywhere  in 
the  country,  trout  would  be  very  early  in  getting 
into  condition,  and  perhaps  it  is  so.  Feeding  is 
abnormally  good  in  winter,  when  the  heavy  rains 
carry  bucketsful  of  worms  into  the  river  from  the 
rich,  red  mud  of  the  sheltered  combes  and  irrigated 
"  bottoms  " — loved  resorts  of  those  connoisseurs  of 
good  living,  the  snipe  and  the  woodcock,  and  the 
scarcely  less  toothsome  rails — to  the  latter,  by  the 
way  (water-rails  and  spotted-crakes  indiscrimi- 
nately), Ven  goh  is  the  name  almost  invariably 
applied  locally.  A  designation  much  easier  to 
identify  with  "  Fen  cock,"  when  it  comes  to  be 
written,  than  when  heard  orally  from  the  lips  of  a 
west  countryman.  Both  birds  are  of  frequent 
occurrence  here,  and  may  be  flushed  from  the 
verny  mash  (ferny  marsh)  by  the  angler  making 
his  way  along  the  riverside.  But  this  is  rather  a 
digression.  Flies  of  some  sort  are  rarely  absent 
from  the  water,  and  trout  may  be  seen  rising  freely 
at  them  almost  any  fine  day  during  the  depth  of 
winter,  but  Nature  has  her  appointed  times  and 
seasons  for  everything,  and  it  speaks  volumes  for 
the  inherited  characteristics  of  the  fish  that  they 
are  here  not  materially  earlier  in  getting  into  con- 
dition than  in  many  a  Scottish  river,  where  for 
weeks  together  they  may  have  been  reposing  under 
a  covering  of  ice.  Here,  as  elsewhere,  May  is,  par 
excellence,  the  month  for  the  fly-fisher,  and  if  one's 
choice  were  to  be  limited  to  a  single  day  on  which 
to  make  a  record  basket,  probably  neither  here  nor 
elsewhere  could  one  improve  upon  the  advice  con- 
tained in  the  old  "  Newcastle  Fisher's  Garland  "  : 

O  !  let  it  be  in  April-tide 

But  one  of  April's  best, 
A  morning  that  seems  made  o'  May 

In  dews  and  sunshine  drest  : 
Let  the  stream  glitter  i'  the  sun. 

The  curl  be  on  the  pool. 
The  raah  gale  rufflin'  aye  it8  fa«e 

Aneath  the  alders  cool ; 
Or  if  the  Spring  will  have  her  clouds. 

Then  let  them  pass  me  soon ; 
Or,  if  they  tak'  a  thought  and  stay. 

Then  let  it  be  at  noon. 

There  is  good  fishing  to  be  obtained  on  the  Avon 
throughout  its  entire  length,  its  upper  portion 
being  very  conveniently  reached  from  South  Brent, 
where  there  is  a  station  on  the  Great  Western 
mato  line,  and  whence  a  branch  line  follows  the 
course  of  the  stream  nearly  to  Kingsbridge,  with 
stations,  close  to  the  waterside,  at  Avonwick,  Gara 
Bridge,  and  Loddiswell.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
writer,  the  creme  de  la  creme  lies  near  the  last- 
named,  and  embraces  the  succession  of  fine,  if 
rather  sluggish,  pools,  which  extend  for  a  mile  or 
60  below  ^atch  Bridge.    There,  poqn<i  trout  fire 


not  rare,  and  there,  if  anywhere,  the  early  salmon 
may  be  expected  to  put  in  an  appearance,  while 
there,  too,  the  casting  is,  comparatively,  unimpeded 
by  trees. 

It  remains  only  to  be  added  that  minnow  is  a 
deadly  lure  for  large  trout  on  the  Avon,  and  that 
the  favourite  flies  with  resident  disciples  of  Walton 
are  the  Half  Stone  (a  sufficiently  well-known  pattern, 
appearing  in  most  dealers'  catalogues)  and  a  Red 
Palmer,  a  sort  of  local  adaptation  of  the  famous 
Coch-y-Bondhu,  or  Marlow  Buzz.  The  Blue  Up- 
right is  also  vei-y  killing.  The  water  is  about  the 
beaz(  ideal  of  a  wet-fly  stream,  and  little  else  is 
practised  upon  it,  though  the  overhanging  trees 
make  many  favourable  spots  for  dapping  with  the 
natural  insect.  Worms,  and  all  such  abomina- 
tions, ought  to  be  "  anathema  "  upon  such  a  free 
rising  river,  and  it  is  a  pleasure  to  state  that 
during  my  visit  to  the  Avon  I  never  once  saw  any 
indication  of  its  use.  Lichen  Grey. 


BLACK  BASS  CULTUEE  IN 
AMERICA. 

WARAMAUG  SMALL-MOUTHED  BLACK 
BASS  HATCHERY. 

A  Brief  Account  of  the  Circumstances  which 
LED  TO  ITS  Building. 

[About  twenty-five  years  ago  or  so,  with  the  late 
Marquis  of  Exeter.  I  tried  to  get  the  black  bass 
established  in  this  country.  We  got  some  over 
(adult  fish),  but  they  all  pined  away,  although  put 
into  good  and  different  waters.  I  still  hope  that 
the  fish  may  be  acclimatised,  especially  as  it  has 
been  for  many  years  acclimatised  in  Germany. 
This  account  of  its  propagation  in  America  is 
interesting,  and  may  be  useful. — R.  B.  M.] 

Several  years  ago  it  became  evident  that  some 
of  our  finest  lakes  and  rivers  were  not  yielding 
their  former  catches  of  this  game  fish,  the  small- 
mouthed  black  bass  (Micropterus  dolomieu).  Later 
it  became  more  and  more  evident  these  fish  were 
surely  decreasing  in  number,  for  the  time  had  come 
when  to  secure  even  a  few  required  much  time  and 
patience.  A  careful  study  of  the  situation  revealed 
the  fact  that  these  fish  were  no  longer  breeding 
freely.  Few  nests  could  be  found  during  the  spawn- 
ing season,  a  small  per  cent,  of  which  only  were 
productive.  Small  bass  were  seldom  caught,  the 
few  remaining  were  of  good  size  ;  the  situation  was 
frequently  discussed  by  those  interested  in  the 
welfare  of  bass-fishing.  Finally,  appHcations  were 
sent  to  the  Fish  Commissioners  for  a  supply  of  bass, 
hoping  thereby  to  introduce  new  blood.  In  due 
time  we  received  250  fingerling  large-mouthed  bass, 
and  were  informed  that  small-mouthed  bass  were 
not  available  for  distribution.  The  writer  was 
requested  to  take  up  the  matter.  Further 
investigation  brought  out  the  fact  that  the 
propagation  of  small-mouthed  bass  had  not  been 
successful.  Still  further  effort  to  secure  the  bass 
proved  fruitless,  and  we  were  forced  to  the 
conclusion  that  they  were  not  to  be  secured 
at  any  price,  simply  because  there  were  none  to  be 
bought.  It  became  evident  that  unless  some  way 
could  be  discovered  to  successfully  propagate  them 
in  considerable  number  the  bass  fishing  with  us  was 
surely  doomed,  and  would  soon  become  a  thing  of 
the  past.  Extensive  correspondence  with  men 
prominent  in  fish-culture  work  yielded  but  little 
information.  It  was  evident  we  would  have  to 
relyalmost  wholly  upon  our  own  resources.  It  was 
finally  decided  to  build  a  hatchery  and  attempt  to 
propagate  them.  In  building  the  ponds  and  securing 
suitable  water  supply,  many  difficulties  were  en- 
countered. The  expense  was  very  heavy,  and  the 
final  outcome  of  the  venture  uncertain.  In  due  time 
the  hatchery  was  completed,  stocked  with  adult 
bass  not  related,  and  the  spawning  season  had 
arrived.    We  were  successful. 

The  propagation  of  the  young  bass  is  attended 
with  much  hard  work  and  heavy  expense,  where 
large  numbers  are  raised  in  small  ponds. 

Much  interest  was  taken  in  the  hatchery  during 
the  summer  of  1903,  it  being  our  first  season. 
Many  visitors  were  present  daily,  and  thousands 
of  very  active  young  bass  could  be  seen.  We 
received  numerous  appUcations  for  fish,  but  all  were 
refused.  The  work  had  been  undertaken  for  the 
express  purpose  of  restocking  home --waters. 
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Since  1904  a  portion  of  the  product  has  been 
placed  on  the  market.    A  large  number  of  orders 
have  been  received  annually,  and  filled  in  rotation 
of  their  receipt,  until  the  supply  of  fish  was  ex- 
liausted.   We  shall  offer  each  season  the  rare  oppor- 
tunity to  secure  a  limited  number  of  young  bass 
for  I'estocking  waters  in  which  this  splendid  game  fish 
IS  in  great  danger  of  becoming  extinct.    We  are  the 
only  commeicial  dealers  in  small-mouthed  bass  in 
the  country.    We  offer  them  in  four  stages  of 
growth— namely,    advanced    fry,    lUn.    to  2in., 
2in.  to  Sin.  ;  and  Sin.  to  4in.  fingerlings. 
fl^Advanced  Fr7j.— Owing  to  the  many  difficulties 
encountered  in  the  propagation  of  small-mouthed 
bass,  it  IS  exceedingly  fortunate  that  the  fry  and 
hngerhngs  possess  remarkable  characteristics,  which 
.     enable  them  to  survive,  where  the  young  of  many 
'     other  kinds  of  fish  would  perish.    For  this  reason 
splendid  results  are  certain  to  follow  the  proper 
planting  of  the  advanced  fry. 

Bass  fry  do  not  rise  from  the  nest  until  the  yolk- 
sac  IS  absorbed,  and  they  are  ready  to  take  food 
through  the  mouth.  In  the  wild  state  they  soon  spread 
out  in  a  loose  swarm  in  shallow  water  along  shore. 
In  a  fairly  high  water  temperature,  with  natural 
food  abundant,  the  fry  soon  become  very  active 
and  make'  rapid  gro«i;h.  The  parent  fish  can  be 
seen  continually  patrolling  the  entire  length  of  the 
school  drivmg  away  every  intruder.  This  protec- 
tion continues  for  a  number  of  days  until  the 
remarkable  characteristics  of  the  young  fish  have 
become  strongly  developed.  They  now  no  longer 
need  the  protection  of  the  parent  fish  ;  he  swims 
away,  and  they  disappear.  It  is  the  male  fish 
alone  that  cares  for  the  eggs  and  guards  the  young. 

^ince  the  young  fish  have  disappeared,  it  may 
be  interesting  to  know  what  has  become  of  them 
J^or  a  time  we  were  completely  baffled  in  our  efforts 
to  hnd  them.  Careful  observations  along  the  shore 
where  they  were  last  seen  revealed  nothing.  No 
matter  how  quiet  our  movement,  they  seemed  to 
detect  our  presence,  and  kept  entirely  out  of  sight, 
iliey  were  eventually  found  safely  hidden  under 
the  stones  in  shallow  water.  After  remaining 
perfectly  motionless  for  a  long  time,  or  at  least 
until  the  young  bass  had  fully  decided  we  were 
some  inanimate  objects  incapable  of  doing  harm 
they  could  be  seen  to  dart  out  from  their  hiding- 
places,  seize  particles  of  food  and  immediately 
return  to  shelter.  They  were  eternally  on  the 
watch,  instantly  detecting  the  presence  of  enemies 
and  would  not  leave  shelter  until  all  danger  was 
past.  It  is  the  wonderful  instinct  of  self -preser- 
vation which  enables  the  fry  of  bass  to  survive  in 
water  where  predatory  fish  abound. 

The  young  bass  remain  hidden  until  of  sufficient 
size  to  no  longer  require  cover.  As  the  adult  fish 
alwaysspawn  on  rocky  or  gravelly  bottom,  it  wiU  be 
seen  that  when  the  school  is  deserted  by  the  parent 
hsb,  abundant  hiding-places  under  the  stones  are 
at  hand. 

At  the  hatchery  the  fry,  after  they  rise  from  the 
nest,  are  placed  in  large  tanks,  where  they  are 
abundantly  supplied  with  food,  on  which  they 
make  rapid  gro\vth.    They  are  held  in  the  tanks 
somewhat  longer  than  they  would  receive  protec- 
tion by  the  parent  fish  in  the  wild  state  when  they 
are  ready  to  plant.    We  have  planted  many  thou- 
sands of  the  advanced  fry,  and  have  made  a  tho- 
rough study  of  their  habits  and  growth.    In  lakes 
where  their  natural  food  is  abundant,  fry  planted 
m  June  and  July  will  make  a  growth  of  from  4in 
to  5in    during  the  summer  and  fall.  Judging 
trom  the  presence  of  large  numbers  of  young  bass 
m  waters  where  the  fry  have  been  abundantly 
planted,  we  are  fully  convinced  the  majority  survive 
We  are  sometimes  asked,  "Do  not  young  bass 
rearea  at  the  hatchery  lose  their  instinct  of  self- 
preservation  to  such  extent  as  to  become  easy  prey 
for  predatory  fish  when  planted  ?  " 

While  our  young  bass  receive  their  food  from  the 
attendant  several  times  daily  and  are  protected 
troni  enemies,  they  never  lose  their  wily  and  watch- 
tul  habit.  Their  peculiar  characteristics  may  be 
somewhat  modified  for  the  time  being,  but  wh=n 
introduced  in  open  waters  they  at  once  realise  the 
tact,  and  their  instinct  of  self-preservation  is  fully 
aroused. 

In  lakes  where  pickerel  and  perch  are  plenty, 
the  try  should  be  planted  along  rocky  shores  in 
water  a  few  inches  deep,  putting  in  only  a  few  at 
intervals  of  15ft  or  20ft.  They  immediately  take 
advantage  of  hiding-places  under  the  stones,  and 
are  safe. 

In  lakes  where  no  predatory  fish  abound  these 


precautions  are  unnecessary,'' and  the  fry  can  be 
planted  where  aquatic  plants  are  abundant. 

When  it  is  desirable  to  plant  bass  in  considerable 
numbers,  we  would  recommend  the  advanced  fry, 
feeling  confident  that  the  greater  part  will  survive! 

The  fry  will  be  ready  for  deUvery  in  June  and 
July.    Advanced  fry,  $25  per  1000.  " 

Since  our  adult  bass  spawn  three  times  annually 
first  spawning  in  May,  second  in  June,  third  in 
July,  we  offer  l|in.  to  2in.,  2in.  to  Sin.,  and  Sin.  to 
4in.  fingerlings,  which  represent  respectively  the 
growth  of  the  three  spawnings,  when  they  aie 
ready  for  delivery  in  October  and  November.  M 

One  and  One-half  and  Two-inch  Bass. —They  are 
perfectly  developed  bass,  having  all  the  markings, 
colour  and  peculiar  characteristics  of  the  adult,' 
and  represent  a  healthy,  vigorous  growth  since  they 
rose  from  spawning  nests.  As  bass  of  all  sizes  make 
no  growth  after  the  water  temperature  falls  below 
SOdeg.  late  in  September  and  early  in  October, 
and  hibernate  during  the  winter,  the  period  of 
growth  for  third  spawning  is  rather  short  during  the 
fmt  season,    lin.  and  l^in.  and  2in.  bass,  ,$50  per 

Two  and  Three,  inch  Ba.ss.— These  fish  are  carried 
m  nursery  ponds  until  October  and  November 
when  the  required  growth  is  made.  They  are  very 
vigorous,  in  splendid  condition,  and  are  "absolutely 
perfect  m  every  way.  We  recommend  this  size 
tor  long-distance  shipments.  2in.  and  Sin.  bass 
$75  per  1000. 

Three  and  Four  inch  Bass.— These  bass  represent 
the  growth  made  during  the  summer  ;  are  exceed- 
ingly fine,  and  will  be  ready  in  October.  Much 
work  and  expense  have  been  required  to  bring  these 
fish  to  thm  state  of  perfection.  Sin.  and  4in.  bass, 
$100  per  1000. 

The  fish  will  be  shipped  by  express  in  forty-quart 
cans.  For  shipments  of  ten  or  twelve  hours' 
duration,  1000  fry,  250  Uin.  to  2in.,  150  2in  to 
Sin  and  100  3m.  to  4in.  bass  per  can.  Shipments 
ot  three  or  four  hours'  duration  would  arrive  in 
good  condition  without  messenger,  but  we  advise 
a  messenger  with  each  shipment  to  care  for  the  fish 
m  case  of  delay,  etc.  Shipments  of  longer  duration 
must  have  an  attendant  when  the  above  number 
are  carried  per  can.  Shipments  of  more  than  fifteen 
hours  duration  during  June,  July,  August  and  early 
September  not  advisable.  Long-distance  ship- 
ments are  made  in  October  and  November,  the 
number  of  fish  per  can  proportioned  according  to 
siz;e  and  time  required  for  delivery. 

We  have  remarkable  success  in  dehvering  our 
hsh  in  good  condition.  In  November,  1905  1000 
22in  bass  (167  per  can)  and  eleven  adults  (two 
cans  were  delivered  at  Bowling  Rock,  North 
Carolina  notwithstanding  the  last  twenty-five  and 
a  half  miles  were  made  by  wagon,  over  rough  roads, 
into  the  Blue  Ridge  mountains.  The  fine  con- 
dition of  the  fish  when  delivered  would  have  ad- 
mitted of  a  much  longer  journey.  The  fish  were 
en  route  sixty-two  hours.  There  was  no  loss 
l-ong-distance  shipments  can  be  safely  made  in 
November  without  messenger  with  fifty  per  can. 
One  hundred  2|in.  fish  in  two  cans  were  shipped 
to  Owensboro ,  Kentucky.  These  fish  were 
route  eighty-eight  hours.  Our  customer  reported 
fash  received  m  fine  condition  without  loss  and  not 
in  the  least  travel-tired.  Several  shipments  of 
somewhat  shorter  duration  were  equally  successful. 
Prices  given  are  for  fish  at  the  hatchery,  customers 
to  pay  all  transportation  and  messenger  expenses 
Prompt  attention  given  to  all  correspondence 


ceeded  in  hooking  him  in  the  lower  jaw,  and  I 

must,  in  justice,  admit  that  he  made  a  good  fight. 

On  the  way  back  I  picked  up  two  or  three  more 

trout,  but  only  kept  one,  and  left  off  quite  early, 

and  had  a  pleasant  evening  with  another  angler 

who  had  enjoyed  better  sport. 

On  the  following  day  I  accepted  the  invitation 

of  a  clerica  friend,  who  had  been  so  successful  on 

the  Fan-ford  water,  to  send  me  over  in  his  motor 

to  Bibury  about  midday.    Mr.  Busby,  of  the  Bull. 

went  with  me,  and  we  were  whirled  in  a  few 

minutes  along  the  six  miles  of  twisting  hilly  lanes 

between  Fairford  and  Bibury. 

Bibury   is    if  possible,  more   charming  than 

i^airfoid,  for  here  the  river  runs  right  through  the 

village,  and  just  opposite  the  door  of  the  Swan, 

kept  by  Mr.  Busby's  son,  and  at  which  the  dail- 

charge  for  fishing  is  about  the  same  as  at  Fairford 
— 2s.  6d.  or  3s. 

Bibury  Bridge  is  within  twenty  yards  of  the  door, 
and  unaer  the  shadow  of  its  arches  lie  the  wary 
old  trout.  About  a  foot  below  the  further  arch  is 
the  favourite  haunt  of  a  big  one.  A  fir  tree  over- 
hangs the  water  on  this  side,  and  there  is,  besides, 
close  to  the  parapet  of  the  bridge,  a  sign-post 
leavmg  only  just  room  to  enable  one  to  cast.  The 
fash  were  clearly  visible,  though  not  rising  ;  and  1 
took  some  pams  to  place  the  fly  over  'theh:  noses, 
and  only  succeeded  after  several  difficulties  with 

and  f h/ fl^"  fl  "g^*  «P°*  reached 

^^u*^  prettily  down,  a  lovely  pound 
fish  followed  1  ,  but  declined  close  acquaintance. 
Swt'^''Ti,°''^Z  t^ree-minute  rise  about  three 
o  clock.  This  began  just  as  I  had  removed  my 
dark  fly,  and  was  about  to  put  on  a  Light  Oli^e, 
and,  ot  course,  before  the  fly  could  be  sffely  used  • 
the  rise  was  over.  Several  other  anglers  who  were 
on  the  water  were  just  as  unfortunate,  and  up  to 

nd  'f^tT  i/'^^'  fi^^         been  taken, 

and  that  had  to  be  returned. 

It  was  a  most  interesting  afternoon,  for  in 
addition  to  the  fishing  I  had  a  look  at  the  hatcherv 
which  adjoms  the  upper  part  of  the  fishery,  and 
saw  many  fane  feUows  of  a  pound  apiece  or  more, 
which  were,  I  suppose,  shortly  to  be  placed  in  the 

fv,^^'^  ^^^^r  ^®  ^®ry  nicely  sheltered  from 

the  north  by  an  abrupt  hill,  and  the  conditions 
were  tar  pleasanter  in  consequence  than  at 
Faurford  There  is  also  good  shelter,  and  a 
lovely  bit  of  broad  shallow  water  near  the 
lower  end  of  the  fishery.  It  is  very  easy  to 
fash  it  one  has  a  fairly  powerful  rod,  as  the  casts 
required,  though  rather  long,  are  free  from 
obstructions.  1  cannot  judge  of  the  chances  for 
approaching  the  fish  as  not  a  rise  could  be  seen 
while  I  was  there.  It  was  much  the  same  on  the 
upper  part,  which  is  quite  of  a  diff'erent  character 
being  mostly  deep  and  slow.  ' 

Altogether,  I  think  the  place  nearly  perfect  for 
a  dry-fly  man;  and,  considering  its  nearness  to 
London  and  to  Oxford,  the  charges  do  not  seem  to 
me  to  be  unduly  high.  No  doubt  I  went  "too 
early,    but  that,  in  my  case,  was  unavoidable. 

J.  Paul  Taylok. 


CANADIAN  ANGLING  RESORTS 
AND  REGULATIONS. 
By  R.  Clapham. 


TWO  AFTERNOONS  ON  THE 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE  COLN. 


The  accounts  I  have  read  of  this  lovely  stream 
have  often  made  me  wish  to  fish  it,  and  I  did  so 
recently. 

On  arriving  at  the  Bull  at  Fairford  I  decided  to 
start  fishmg  at  once,  as  it  was  after  1  p.m.,  and 
nothmg  could  be  done  in  late  afternoon.    The  rise 

fhflTiu   ^  ^  l^°o^"  where 

the  big  fish  were  located  all  would  have  been  well 
As  It  was  I  crossed  over,  and  only  began  fishin^ 
some  distance  down,  on  a  pretty  shallow,  over  a 
low  wall.  Just  the  wrong  place  it  proUd,  fo? 
Sa'dlo^go^ck'^^-^^^  rise  was  Ldersized, 
By  the  time  I  reached  better  water  the  rise  was 
neariy  over,  and  my  chances  were  gone.  However 
I  consoled  myself  by  casting  over  t  jack  which  was 
showmg  among  some  weeds,  and  ultimately  suc- 


There  is  magnificent  fishing  to  be  h;id  in  the 
United  States,  and  such  rivers  as  the  Gunnison 
are  well  worth  a  visit,  but  it  is  not  within  the 
power  of  every  easterner  to  go  out  West  in  search 
of  sport,  and  to  such  men,  or,  in  fact,  all  lovers  of 
the  gentle  art  of  Izaak  Walton,  I  recommend 
Canada  as  a  happy  hunting-ground,  and  the  northern 
districts  as  the  cream  of  the  country. 

I  wll  not  enter  into  a  detailed  acVount  in  these 
lines  of  any  one  special  day's  sport  on  the  lake  or 
river  but  rather  attempt  to  put  before  my  readers 
a  bird  s-eye  view  of  this  northern  countrV  ^rith  all 
Its  attractions  to  the  fishermen,  and.  at" the  same 

^r'^'.F?  ^^^"^      ^^''^  b^st  places  to  choose 

should  they  ever  think  of  visiting  this  country 

As  a  prehminary,  I  here  append  a  list  of  the 
various  open  seasons  for  fish,  in  the  province  of 
Ontario  which  is  the  district  excellence  for 
sport  with  rod  and  reel. 

Bass-^xme  16  to  April  U  of  foUo^nng  year 
Ticmity  of  Point  Pelee,  July  16  to  May  4  of 
foUowmg  year),  both  days  inclusive     Under  lOin 
to  be  returned  to  the  water  uninjured.    Not  more 
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hn  eight  may  l>o  oaiiglit  liy  o  n«  person  in  one 
day.  '  ' 

f^Salmon  TroiU. — Dec.  I  to  Oct.  31  of  following 
year,  both  days  inclusive. 

t^Lake  Trout  and  Gray  Trout. — Dec.  1  to  Oct.  31. 
All  lake  trout  under  2lb.  must  be  put  backiininjured, 
and  four  only  may  be  taken  in  one  day  by  one 
person. 

Maskinonge. — June  16  to  April  14  following  year, 
both  days  inclusive.  Only  four  to  any  one  person  in 
one  day.    Under  24in.  must  be  put  back  xminjured. 

Pickerel  and  Pike-Perch  (Dare). — May  16  to  April 
14  of  following  year,  both  days  inclusive.  Only 
twelve  to  one  person  in  one  day,  and  all  under 
15in.  to  be  put  back  uninjured. 

Brook  Trout. — May  1  to  Sept.  14,  both  days 
inclusive.  ThLs  open  season  also  applies  to  river 
trout  and  speckled  trout.  Thirty  only  to  one 
person  in  one  day.  Under  6in.  to  be  put  back  un- 
injured. Not  more  than  101b.  may  be  taken  in 
one  day.  though  the  number  may  be  less  than 
twenty. 

Whitefish. — Dec.  1  to  Oct.  31  of  following  year, 
both  days  inclusive.  Under  21b.  may  not  be 
caught. 

Non-residents  are  required  to  pay  a  licence 
fee  of  $2  for  fishing  privileges  in  Ontario  waters. 
The  above  list  is,  I  think,  quite  correct,  though 
some  shght  changes  may  be  made  by  the  Ontario 
Game  Preservation  Society,  but  I  have  not  heard 
as  yet  of  any  alterations  in  the  open  seasons. 

Most  enthusiastic  fishermen  prefer  to  escape  from 
the  beaten  paths  of  the  civilised  regions  and  get 
deeper  into  the  unbroken  forests,  where  canoes 
take  the  place  of  steamboats,  and  blazed  trails  are 
used  instead  of  the  railroads.  To  such  men  I 
recommend  the  district  known  as  the  "  Highlands 
of  Ontario."  The  districts  included  in  that  part  of 
Ontario  known  as  the  "  Highlands  "  are  situated 
from  1000  to  2000  feet  above  sea  level,  and  400 
feet  above  Lake  Superior,  which  is  the  highest  lake 
of  the  St.  Lawrence  system.  From  these  regions 
the  rivers  and  lakes  radiate  in  all  directions  through- 
out the  province,  the  French  river,  Maganetawan, 
Muskoka,  and  Muskosh  rivers  to  the  west,  with  the 
Trent  system,  including  the  Kawartha  Lakes,  to 
the  south.  The  area  of  this  district  comprises 
about  10,000  square  miles.  Some  eight  hundred 
lakes  of  all  sizes,  from  thirty  miles  in  length  to 
small  ponds  and  river  connections,  occupy  not  less 
than  one-tenth  of  the  entire  surface.  The  high 
altitude  and  the  quick-flowing  streams  in  this 
district,  coupled  with  the  equable  temperature, 
make  it  an  ideal  and  bracing  chmate  for  the  visitor 
to  whom  clear  air  and  a  healthy  outing  are  quite 
as  desirable  as  good  sport.  The  following  districts 
are  contained  in  the  Highlands  :  Lakes  Simcoe  and 
Conchiching,  the  Muskoka  Lakes  district,  including 
Lakes  Muskoka,  Rosseau  and  Joseph,  and  the 
Muskosh,  Muskoka  and  Moon  rivers,  the  Lake  of 
Bays  district,  the  Maganetawan  River  region,  the 
30,000  islands  of  the  Georgian  Bay,  the  Haliburton 
district,  the  Kawartha  Lakes  district  and  the 
Alaonquin  National  Park  of  Ontario. 

The  Muskoka  Lakes  are  amidst  beautiful  scenery 
one  hundred  and  twelve  miles  north  of  Toronto  and 
twenty-six  miles  north  of  Orilha.  They  are  in  the 
midst  of  the  Highlands,  and  are  famous  for  their 
attractions  to  the  tourist,  health-seeker,  and  sports- 
man. Bass,  pickerel  and  salmon  trout  can  all  be 
taken  in  this  district,  besides  speckled  trout  in  all 
the  streams  and  creeks.  'I'he  Moon  River  is  an 
excellent  fishing  stream,  and  the  surrounding 
district  is  noted  for  the  quantity  of  deer  to  be 
found  there. 

The  Lake  of  Bays  district,  comprising  lakes 
Vernon,  Fairy,  Peninsula,  Mary  and  Lake  of  Bays, 
lies  <me  hundred  and  forty-five  miles  north  of 
Toronto,  and  can  be  reached  from  the  town  of 
Huntsville,  from  which  point  steamers  run  to  the 
various  places  of  interest.  Excellent  fishing  can 
be  had,  including  salmon  trout,  speckled  trout,  bass, 
perch  and  small  fish.  Huntsville  is  a  good  place 
at  which  to  secure  supplies,  and  good  hotels  are 
scattered  along  the  steamer  routes. 

To  dive  further  into  the  wilderness,  we  come  to 
some  of  the  most  beautiful  scenery,  as  well  as  the 
best  sporting  district,  at  a  distance  of  one  hundred 
and  seventy-one  miles  north  of  Toronto,  in  the 
Maganetawan  River  region.  This  district  is  right 
in  the  voiy  heart  of  the  sporting  country,  where 
the  rifle,  shotgun  or  rod  can  all  be  used  in  the 
different  seasons.  I  may  speak  with  some  authority 
here,-  as  I  have  spent  very  many  happy  days  on 


the  lakes  and  streams,  as  well  as  in  the  forestsi 
in  pursuit  of  fin,  fur  and  feather.  The  towiv  of 
Burk's  Falls  is  on  the  Maganetawan,  from  wliich 
place  it  is  easy  to  reach  the  best  fishing  and  hunting 
grounds.  Salmon  trout,  bass,  pickerel  and 
especially  speckled  trout  are  all  extremely 
plentiful,  fishing  for  the  last-named  is  extra- 
ordinarily good  in  this  district.  The  Lake  of 
Many  Islands,  seven  miles  from  the  Maganetawan, 
is  a  very  good  fishing  ground,  and  others  equally 
good  are  Buntin's  Creek,  for  speckled  trout.  Doe 
Lake,  good  bass,  pickerel  and  perch  fishing,  also 
Beaver  Lake,  bass  and  pickerel. 

The  Georgian  Bay  district  is  good  fishing  territory, 
and  sport  with  rifle  and  shotgun  is  assure<l,  and 
the  trip  through  the  30,000  islands  of  the  bay  is  one 
of  the  most  beautiful  in  the  Dommion. 

For  those  who  like  the  almost  untrodden  wilder- 
ness. Lake  Nipissing  and  the  French  River  district 
hold  out  great  attractions.  North  Bay,  two 
hundred  and  twenty-seven  miles  north  of  Toronto, 
is  the  starting  point  for  trips  into  this  region, 
where  sport  with  rod,  gun  and  rifle  is  of  the  very 
best. 

The  French  River  is  twenty  miles  distant  from 
North  Bay,  where  Canoes  and  boats  are  taken  for 
the  trip  down  the  stream  as  far  as  the  sportsman 
desires  to  go,  even  to  the  Georgian  Bay  if  need  be. 
The  fishing  is  splendid,  the  gamiest  of  game  fish 
are  everywhere.  Maskinonge  from  15lb.  to  30lb., 
black  bass  up  to  61b.,  and  pickerel  as  high  as  l.'Slb. 
can  all  be  landed  in  this  district. 

Another  most  beautiful  and  untrodden  district 
is  that  of  Temagami,  so  called  from  the  Indian 
word  "  Temagamingue,"  meaning  deep  water. 
This  territory  is  in  New  Ontario,  and  the  attrac- 
tions for  all  classes,  whether  tourists,  sportsmen  or 
health-seekers,  are  manifold.  The  Temagami  region 
is  a  Government  forest  reserve  of  l,400,0t)0  acres. 
The  fishing  is  very  good,  indeed,  small-mouthed 
black  bass,  speckled  trout,  lake  trout,  wall-eyed 
pike,  pike-perch,  or  dore,  and  common  pike  (Esox 
lucius)  can  all  be  taken.  But  a  few  years  ago  tliis 
district  was  visited  only  by  Indians  and  the  Hudson 
Bay  Company's  people,  but  now  it  can  be  reached 
by  railroad  without  any  inconvenience.  Settle- 
ment is  prohibited  in  this  district,  the  Ontario 
Government  keeping  it  as  a  forest  reserve. 

The  point  of  ingress  to  this  region  is, at  Temagami 
Station.  The  Government  regulations  for  the 
preservation  of  fish  and  game  are  strict,  and  are 
rigidly  enforced  during  the  close  season.  Good 
Indian  guides  can  be  obtained  who  are  reliable 
and  dependable.  The  average  weight  of  the 
speckled  trout  is  from  l.Jlb.  to  3lb.  AH  supplies 
and  camjiing  outfits  can  be  obtained  at  Temagami 
Station.  It  is  best  to  write  to  the  outfitting  firm 
of  Davis  and  O'Connor  at  Temagami  Station,  in 
advance,  when  considering  a  trip  from  there,  so  as 
to  get  an  estimate  of  the  cost  and  necessary  supplies. 
(4ood  canoes  can  be  had  there  at  any  time. 

The  Haliburton  country  is  also  an  extremely 
good  fishing  ground,  the  town  of  Haliburton,  a 
small  lumber  place,  being  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  miles  north  of  Toronto,  and  situated  on 
Head  Lake.  The  various  trout  fishing  places  are 
about  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  from  the  town,  and 
are  reached  by  means  of  wagons  over  somewhat 
rough  roads.  There  is  no  accommodation  at  any 
of  the  lakes,  and  camping  must  be  resorted  to, 
which  is,  I  think,  an  additional  pleasure  to  most 
people.  Rehable  guides  can  be  found  at  Haliburton, 
their  charge  being  from  two  to  two  and  a  half 
dollars  a  day  and  board,  canoes  included.  Price 
foj'  teams,  three  dollars  per  day.  All  guides  furnish 
their  own  canoes.  Lake  trout  are  plentiful,  ranging 
in  weight  from  filb.  to  8lb.  in  many  cases. 

An  account  of  Canadian  fishing  resorts  would  be 
incomplete  without  a  mention  of  the.  Algonquin 
National  Park  of  Ontario.  Most  of  my  own  fishing 
and  hunting  has  been  done  close  to  this  reserve, 
and  I  can  truthfully  say  that  the  district  around 
Burk's  Falls,  Scotia  Junction,  Kearney,  Sprucedale, 
etc.,  is  one  which  will  satisfy  the  greatest  glutton 
for  sport.  Fishing  is  very  good,  and  deer  are, 
perhaps,  thicker  there  than  anywhere  in  the 
Dominion.  I  have  spent  the  last  five  hunting 
seasons  in  this  district,  as  well  as  having  fished 
many  of  its  waters,  always  having  good  sport, 
whether  with  fin,  fur,  or  feather.  Tlie  Algonquin 
Park  is  a  game  reserve,  set  apart  by  the  'Govern- 
ment as  a  sanctuary  for  big  game,  game  birds,  and 
fur-bearing  animals,  where  they  may  live  unmolested 
and  breed  and  increase  their  kind.    The  park  lies 


about  two  lumdred  niiles  north  of  Toronto,  and 
one  hundred  and  seventy  miles  west  of  Ottawa. 

The  fishing  in  the  park  is  unexcelled  anywhei-e, 
black  bass,  speckled  trout,  and  salmon  trout  being 
there  in  goodly  numbers.  The  rivers  and  lakes 
possess  a  beauty  of  their  own,  and  the  scenery  is 
rugged  and  magnificent,  the  forests  heavily  tim- 
bered, stretching  in  all  directions,  with  balsam  and 
pine  clothing  the  lake  shores.  The  lakes  are  deep, 
in  which  black  bass  of  31b.  and  4lb.  are  plentiful, 
and  salmon  trout  tipping  the  scales  at  101b.  and 
121b.  The  rivers  and  streams  are  alive  with 
specklecl  trout,  wliich  rise  greedily  to  the  fly,  espe- 
cially towaid  the  early  part  of  the  season.  May 
and  June  are  the  best  trout  fishing  months,  the 
fish  taking  almost  any  kind  of  suitably-sized  Hy, 
with,  perhaps,  the  Ked  Ibis  and  Parmachenee  Belle 
as  favourites.  In  June  and  July,  at  least,  the 
first  half  of  July,  black  lUes  and  mosquitoes  are 
rather  troublesome,  necessitating  the  tise  of  some 
kind  of  "  dope "  by  those  whose  skins  are  n()t 
inured  to  these  little  pests. 

The  fisherman  can  put  his  canoe  into  the  water 
within  a  stone's  throw  of  the  park  station,  and 
disappear  amongst  the  trees,  to  enjoy  the  time  of 
his  Ufe  for  a  week  or  two  in  this  most  beautiful 
reserve.  Firearms  are  not  allowed  within  the  park 
Umits,  but  fishing  is  allowed  after  procuring  a  licence 
from  the  park  superintendent,  Mr.  G.  W.  Bartlett. 
The  Ucence  fee  is  one  dollar  for  a  resident  and  two 
dollars  for  a  non-resident  of  Canada.  Many  of  the 
lakes  in  this  reserve  have  never  as  yet  had  a  line 
cast  on  their  surface,  and  the  black  bass  liberated 
in  Cache  Lake  have  thriven  tremendously.  There 
are  about  seven  lumber  companies  gccupied  in  the 
park,  which  is  a  rather  sad  state  of  aft'airs,  but 
unfortunately  these  companies  were  in  possession 
of  the  land  before  it  was  put  aside  as  a  reserve. 
The  big  pines  in  the  park  are  alone  well  worth  a 
visit,  and  it  is  a  pity  that  the  lumbermen  are 
thinning'  them  out. 

Otters,  beavers  and  many  of  the  rarer  fur-bearing 
animals  are  to  be  found,  unfortunately  also  the 
wolves,  which  do  a  good  deal  of  damage  to  the 
deer,  especially  during  the  winter  months.  Attempts 
are  made  to  keep  down  these  marauders,  but  very 
few  of  them  are  killed,  owing  to  their  extraordinary 
cunning  and  suspiciousness.  Beavers  are  on  the 
increase,  and  the  park  is  an  ideal  place  to  see 
both  them  and  their  workings.  • 

In  the  fishing  season,  to  anyone  who  loves  the 
out-o'-doors  life,  coupled  with  nature  study  and 
photography,  I  can  recommend  the  Algonquin 
Park  as  a  never-failing  source  of  interest.  A  trip 
to  it  in  the  sumnuir  months  is  a  sure  cure  for  the 
blues,  and  in  fact  all  the  ailments  to  which  city- 
bred  people  are  inclined.  ' 

It  is  only  natural  that  places  just  outside  the 
limits  of  the  park  should  be  well  stocked  with 
game,  and  such  is  the  case  ;  for  all  around  Kearney, 
Scotia  Junction  and  the  adjoining  district,  deer  are 
extremely  plentiful  ;  both  moose  and  bear  are  also 
often  killed  in  November.  Last  fall  I  was  with  a 
party  for  the  last  few  days  of  their  hunt  in  November 
and  the  total  of  game  was  twelve  deer  and  two 
moose,  besides  hares  and  ruffed  grouse.  The  last 
summer  was  also  noteworthy  on  account  of  the 
great  number  of  black  bears  seen  and  shot  through- 
out the  district. 

Mention  of  the  name  Kearney  leads  me  to  speak 
of  this  little  town,  or  rather  village,  situated  five 
miles  east  of  Scotia  Junction.  It  is  right  in  the 
very  heart  of  a  magnificent  fishing  district,  among 
the  hills  of  the  upper  Maganetawan  river.  It  is 
within  an  hour's  drive  of  over  thirty  lakes,  mdst 
of  which  can  be  reached  by  canoe  right  from  the 
village.  Speckled,  gray  and  salmon  trout  are 
exceedingly  plentiful,  some  of  the  latter  weighing 
as  much  as  171b.  As  a  hunting  ground  it  is  un- 
equalled, as  it  lies  close  to  the  park  boundary, 
thus  getting  its  full  share  of  the  game  overflow 
from  the  reserve.  The  Maganetawan  rises  in  the 
park,  and  persons  wishing  to  tour  the  reserve  can 
get  all  necessary  supplies  at  Kearney. 

Every  sportsman  who  is  thinking  of  trying  a  new 
district  naturally  wishes  to  know  something  of  the 
cost  of  such  trips,  and  T  will  give  my  ideas  on  the 
subject,  for  what  they  are  worth.  The  railroad 
fare,  of  course,  depends  on  the  distance  which  every 
hunter  or  fisherman  has  to  travel  to  reach  liis 
chosen  ground.  At  Kearney  competent  guides  can 
be  had  and  good  board  either  at  the  hotels  in  the 
village  or  at  farriis  in  the  vicinity,  many  of  which 
take  in  tourists  during,  the  summer  months  and 
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the  hunting  season.  Parties  can  do  the  trip  in 
style,  or  can  do  it  very  reasonably.  This  applies 
to  all  the  places  mentioned  here,  except,  of  course, 
parts  of  Temagami  and  other  wild  districts,  where 
guides  are  necessary  to  pilot  strangers  who  are 
unaccustomed  to  the  country.  For  ray  own  part, 
I  prefer  to  do  my  own  fishing  and  hunting,  without 
any  other  assistance  than  that  given  by  my  hunting 
or  fishing  friends,  but,  of  course,  we  know  the  dis- 
tricts well  where  we  usually  go  to  hunt.  (Juides 
are,  as  a  rule,  very  good  fellows  and  deserve  all 
the  rewards  coming  to  them,  but  if  one  can  manage 
without,  there  is,  I  think,  more  real  pleasure,  and 
the  expense  is  much  less.  Personally,  I  can  always 
get  good  board  at  the  farmhouses  for  from  three 
dollars  to  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  a  week, 
and  when  I  go  into  camp  for  the  fall  hunting, 
within  about  three  miles  of  a  village,  it  usually 
costs  our  party  about  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents 
to  two  dollars  a  week  each  man  for  supplies.  I 
have  been  three  weeks  in  camp  soniietimes,  and  at 
the  end,  our  camp  supplies,  such  as  bread,  sugar, 
tea,  etc.,  averaged  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  and 
fifty  cents  per  head  per  week,  and  with  a  little 
extra  for  tobacco,  shells,  etc.,  the  trip  can  be 
comfortably  done  for  extremely  httle  money  if  the 
members  of  the  party  are  not  given  to  useless 
extravagancies.  I  consider  camping  is  the  best 
when  one  is  out  hunting,  as  you  are  quite  indepen- 
dent of  everyone  else  and  can  get  an  early  start 
before  it  is  light ;  whereas  in  a  comfortable  farm- 
house things  are  apt  to  be  too  long  delayed,  owing 
to  the  seduction  of  warm  rooms  and  comfortable 
beds.  When  fishing  it  is  often  better  to  board, 
as  time  is  not  quite  so  precious,  and  it  is  certainly 
very  nice  to  come  home  with  a  full  creel  to  a  meal 
all  ready  laid  and  waiting  for  you. 

Very  good  fishing  can  be  had  at  any  of  these 
northern  villages  without  the  necessity  of  employing 
guides  at  all,  as  the  veriest  tenderfocft  can  find 
his  way  up  and  down  the  creeks  within  a  few 
miles  radius  of  the  settlement. —^mericaw.  Field. 


HOW  THE  MONKS  OF  MELEOSE 
COOKED  THE  SALMON  OF 
THE  TWEED. 

We  have  witnessed  the  great  rapidity  with  which 
the  business  of  angling  and  cooking  is  carried  on  in 
the  little  villages  on  the  banks  of  the  Seine  ;  but  still, 
although  the  twin  operations  of  capture  and  cooking 
are  quick  enough,  they  do  not  nearly  approach  the 
rapidity  of  Lord  Lovat's  plan.  This  nobleman,  it 
is  said,  used  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year  to  light 
a  fire  at  the  brink  of  a  salmon  leap  at  Kilmorack, 
on  the  River  Beauly  ;  and,  placing  upon  it  a  kettle,, 
quietly  wait  till  a  fish,  in  its  laudable  endeavours  to 
reach  the  shallow  upper  streamlets,  would  precipi- 
tate itself  into  the  boilincr  wat«r,  and  in  the  space  of 
twenty  minutes  or  so  become  done  to  a  nicety. 
Thus  he  enjoyed  his  salmon,  as  he  thought,  in 
perfection.  We  never  tasted  a  fish  so  cooked,  but 
we  have  more  than  once  partaken  of  the  veritable 
Tweed  kettle,  prepared,  as  was  said,  from  a  recipe 
handed  down  from  the  ancient  monks  of  Melrose, 
who  were,  if  tradition  may  be  believed,  extremely 
fond  of  good  living  ;  — 

"  The  monks  of  Melrose  made  gude  kail 
On  Fridays  when  they  fasted  ; 
Nor  wanted  they  gude  beef  and  ale. 
As  lang's  their  neighbours'  lasted." 

The  pretty  kettle  of  fish  just  referred  to  is  pre- 
pared by  crimping  the  animal  the  moment  it  is 
captured  and  killed,  when,  after  cleaning  and  cutting 
It  jnto  shces,  it  is  boiled  in  a  strong  pickle  or  brine 
till  It  be  thoroughly  done  ;  and  then  eaten,  sans 
cerenwme,  without  any  other  relish  than  a  portion 
of  the  sauce  in  which  it  has  been  boiled.  It  is  a 
mistake  to  serve  any  rich  sauce  with  this  fish  • 
the  flesh  is  lich  enough  without  any  foreign  condi- 
ment whatever.  Another  modern  mistake  is  serving 
salmon  on  a  napkin  ;  it  ought  to  be  sent  to  the 
table  in  a  deep  dish  with^plenty  of  the  water  in 
which  It  has  been  boiled.  A  third  mistake  is  in 
eatmg  oui-  salmon  boiling  hot  ;  let  the  epicure  try 
the  hsh  after  it  is  cold,  and  whenever  possible  boil 
a  whole  fish.  A  small  salmon  of  from  six  to  eight 
pound.s,  boiled  whole,  is  very  fine:  before  it  is 
served,  scrape  off  the  scales— never  mind  the  un- 
sightliness— and  don't  fail  to  eat  the  skin— it  is 
excellent.— S/.  Pauls  Magazine,  1866 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

The  Fishing  Gazette  will  'be  published  on 
Thursday,  April  16,  in  consequence  of  Good 
Friday  falling  on  April  17.  All  communications 
intended  for  insertion  in  that  issue  must  reach  the 
office  on  Tuesday  evening,  April  14,  at  latest. 


Thames. — General  Remabkb. — The  river  is 
toning  down  in  colour,  and  trout  fishers  will  now 
stand  a  chance  of  getting  a  fish  or  two.  Up  to  the 
present  I  have  only  heard  of  a  brace  of  small  fish 
being  caught,  one  of  21b.  at  Pangbourne,  and  one 
of  31b.  which  was  taken  by  Mr.  Herbert  Lukyn 
at  Suabury.  Mr.  Lukyn,  like  a  good  sportsman, 
returned  his  3-pounder  to  the  river.  Three  or  four 
anglers  have  patronised  Shepperton  Weir,  but  the 
water  has  not  up  till  now  been  suitable  for  weir 
fishmg.  The  temperature  has  been  low,  and 
it  will  consequently  be  found  more  profitable 
to  fish  low  in  the  water.  A  very  good  trout  has 
been  noticed  on  the  move  just  above  the  promenade 
at  Surbiton,  and  another  fine  fish  has  been  located 
near  the  danger  board  above  Teddington  Lock.— 

F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley).— The  river  has  been  holding 
a  lot  of  colour  since  the  opening  of  the  trout  fishing 
season.  The  winds  too  have  been  rough  and  cold, 
so  that  the  chances  of  catching  a  fish  have  been  very 
small.  To-day  (Wednesday)  the  water  is  in  much 
better  condition,  and  without  more  rain  should  be 
in  first  rate  order  by  the  week  end.— Stanley 
Mead. 

Avon  (Ringfwood).— This  river  is  now  in  first 
rate  order.  On  April  2  Mr.  G.  W.  Carlyon  got  a 
salmon  of  1 71  b.,  and  Mr.  Hewlett  got  a  very  small 
one  of  101b.  on  April  6  on  the  Riagwood  water;  Mr. 

G.  S.  Polder  got  one  of  16 Jib.  on  the  Bisterne 
water  on  April  3. — A.  W.  Haytee. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— The  water,  which 
has  been  rather  high,  is  now  going  back,  and  it  is 
gettmg  fine,  owing  to  the  frosty  nights  that  have 
been  experienced.  For  several  days  an  unpleasant 
north-easterly  wind  has  been  blowing.  Fish  have 
been  sporting  freely  in  the  still  waters  during 
the  past  week,  and  with  an  indication  of  a  fine 
Easter  a  good  number  of  rods  may  be  expec- 
ted out  during  the  next  fortnight.  Col.  Haynes 
fishmg  m  the  lower  waters,  near  Totnes,  had  a  very 
fine  salmon,  which  scaled  13 Jib.  The  nets  have 
also  had  a  very  fair  number  at  Totnes  Weir,  and 
with  receding  waters  the  men  in  the  lower  reaches 
hope  to  get  a  few  fish.  Anglers  for  trout  have  not 
been  specially  favoured  this  week,  but  a  few  nice 
fish  have  been  creeled  by  Messrs.  Revell,  E  Distin 
Thacker,  H.  T.  Distin,  and  Percy  Holmes  — 
Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.— The  cold  winds  and 
rather  heavy  rain  did  not  tend  to  improve  sport 
on  the  Carey;  rather  the  reverse.  Wormers  were 
the  most  successful,  and  some  nice  dishes  were  had. 
A  good  many  salmon  rods  have  been  on  the  Torridge 
and  the  Ockment  and  Lew  are  in  capital  condition. 
Mr.  C.  L.  Gotto  had  a  nice  fish  which  weighed  20ilb 
Baskets  of  from  eighteen  to  twenty  trout  have  beeii 
the  order.  Fairly  good  sport  has  been  had  on  the 
Exe,  Culm,  Creedy,  and  Yeo,  some  good  salmon 
freely  sporting  in  the  Exe,  above  Cowley  Bridge  — 
Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle).  —  Salmon  are  stUl  running 
abnormally  heavy  for  "springers."  Forty  years 
since  a  121b.  salmon  in  the  spring  was  thought  a 
very  good  fish.  Of  late  years  they  have  averaged  a 
good  deal  more  than  this.  In  the  Corby  water 
Mr.  Bushby  has  kiUed  two,  171b.  and  231b  •  Mr 
Ramsden,  two,  271b.  and  121b. ;  Mr.  Atkinson,' one' 
21  lb. ;  and  Mr.  F.  W.  Branson,  one,  181b.  At 
Warwick  Hall,  Hethrmgton,  keeper,  two  fish.  Mr. 
Mason  Scott  two  fish  at  Syke  Foot.  Mr.  Wilson  one 
at  Castle  Shields ;  and  in  the  Armathwaite  Castle 
water  in  one  afternoon  Mr.  A.  Edwards 
had  two,  141b.  and  151b. ;  and  Mr  G  H 
Johnson  four,  131b.,  201b.,  211b.  and  211b' 
I  he  river  is  to-day  (Wednesday)  in  fine  order  for 
the  fly  and  I  hope  to  hear  of  several  being  taken  in 
this  old-fashioned,  sportsmanlike  way.  A  good 
many  fish  are  showing  in  the  pools,  which  points  to 
a  fresh  run  in  the  late  spates. — Silver  Grey. 

Elan  Reservoirs.— Since  my  last  report  a  wel- 
come change  in  the  weather  has  been  experienced. 
Although  there  is  as  much  as  ten  degrees  of  frost 
at  night,  and  the  wind  still  keeps  in  the  N.E  ,  we 
are  having  warm  sunny  days,  and  prrspects 
for  Easter  appear  g6od.  Several  small  lots 
of  trout  have  been  taken  in  the  reservoirs. 
Amongst  the  best  of  the  recorded  catches  may  be 
mentioned  that  of  Mr.  J.  M.  Jones,  who,  fishing  in 
Ganegddu,  took  four  trout,  31b.  4oz.  Another 
angler,  fishmg  in  Pengarreg  reservoir,  took  fourteen 
very  fine  trout,  the  best  scaling  21b.  They  were 
in  very  good  condition.  This  gentleman  replaced 
m  the  reservoir  three  others,  eacli  of  which  scaled 


lib.,  as  they  were  not  in  condition.  Judging  from 
fish  already  taken,  the  reservoir  trout  are  this  year 
in  much  better  condition  than  they  were  a  year 
ago.  A  large  influx  of  Nisitors  are  expected  at 
Easter.— W.  B.  H. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — At  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Devon  Sea  Fisheries  committee  last  week, 
Mr.  E.  Windeatt  was  re-elected  chairman  and 
Mr.  Sanders  vice-chairman.  The  clerk,  Mr.  Ford, 
reported  that  he  had  received  from  the  St.  Thomas 
Rural  District  Council  a  reply  to  the  committee's 
letter  with  regard  to  the  pollution  of  mussels  in  tlie 
Exe  estuary.  It  stated  that  the  circumstance  ^ 
appeared  to  be  tlie  same  as  in  1 900,  when  the  Local 
Government  Board  declined  to'  make  an  order 
declaring  the  estuary  a  stream,  and  that  in  conse- 
quence the  council  did  not  see  its  way  clear  to 
undertake  any  large  work.  The  chairraeui  said  this 
was  hardly  a  satisfactory  reply,  because  the  matter 
was  serious.  He  did  not  advise  that  they  should 
go  to  the  Local  Government  Board  at  once,  but 
perhaps  the  clerk  and  himself  might  have  an  inter- 
view with  the  clerk  of  St.  Thomas  Rural  Council  to 
see  if  anything  could  be  done  to  prevent  pollution. 
Mr.  Perry,  in  seconding  the  suggestion,  said  the 
matter  had  been  before  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority 
— in  fact,  upon  the  report  of  the  medical  officer  the 
agitation  was  started  by  them.  The  medical  officer 
had  an  interview  with  an  inspector  from  the 
Fisheries  Department,  who  pointed  out  the  serious 
nature  of  the  complaint.  It  was  also  reported  to 
the  Port  Sanitary  Authority  that  the  Fishmongers' 
Company  was  going  to  take  steps  to  prevent  the 
shellfish  from  being  polluted.  Tlie  chairman's 
suggestion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  clerk  instructed 
to  put  himself  into  communication  with  the  Fish- 
mongers' Company  to  find  out  what  steps  had  been 
taken  by  them.  Salmon  and  trout  fishing  has  been 
slow,  and  ths  sea  fishing  at  our  waterside  resorts 
poor,  only  a  few  pollack  being  caught  at  Exmouth 
Pier. — -Red  Palmer. 

Lake  Vyrnwy. — Few  boats  have  been  out  during 
the  past  week  as  the  lake  has  been  so  rough. 
Yesterday  (Monday),  however,  the  weather  con- 
siderably improved,  and  all  the  anglers  who  went 
out  got  fish,  Mr.  Bourne  taking  several  just  fib. 
each,  and  Mr.  Stratton  a  very  average  basket. 
Flies:  Green  and  Teal,  Black  and  Teal,  and  Zulu. 
The  annual  stocking  of  the  lake  and  ponds  with 
two-year-olds  and  fry  from  the  hotel  hatchery  will 
take  place  shortly. — Long  Drift. 

Lea  and  Tribntaries. — In  just  under  three 
weeks.  May  1  will  be  here,  and  with  it  another  Lea 
trout  fishing  season.  The  tributaries  Beane,  Mira- 
ram,  and  Rib  also  open  for  the  sport  on  that  date. 
Last  year's  largest  Lea  trout  reported  scaled 
41b.  loz.,  and  was  taken  at  Broxbourne.  There  is  a 
nice  lot  of  fres'h  water  in  the  Lea  and  its  tributaries, 
but  the  cold  winds  are  keeping  the  trout  down  in 
the  deeps. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  streams 
have  gone  down  and  cleared,  and  are  getting  into 
nice  order  for  fly  fishing.  There  has  been  a  welcome 
change  in  the  weather,  and  the  trout  are  more  on 
the  move.  March  Brown  and  Blues  are  the  best 
flies  to  use.  A  few  rods  have  been  out,  and  sport 
has  been  better. — Gwynne. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — For  the  past  week 
the  fishing  has  been  poor,  and  no  really  good  bas'iets 
are  reported.  The  persistent  north  wind  and  bright 
sunshine  have  brought  the  stream  down  to  a  very 
clear  and  low  state,  which  is  bad  for  spring  fishing. 
There  is,  however,  always  a  rise  of  fly  at  some  part 
or  another  of  the  day,  generally  about  1 1  a.m.  and 
again  at  about  1.30  p.m.,  and  at  such  times  a  few 
brace  of  fish  may  be  picked  up.  It  was  stated  a 
short  time  ago  in  a  local  newspaper  that  an  angler 
on  the  Otter  had  taken  a  fine  basket  (some  sixteen 
or  eighteen  were  mentioned),  "  most  of  which  were 
above  21b.  in  weight."  This  must  have  been  a 
mistake,  being  absurd  on  the  face  of  it,  such  an 
average  for  the  Otter  being  absolutely  impossible. — 
Heron. 

Plymouth. — The  rivers  in  our  neighbourhood  are 
running  down  to  summer  level  with  but  few  excep- 
tions. The  Tavy  has  been  giving  some  sport  with 
the  trout ;  the  best  portion  of  the  river  is  from 
Tavistock  down  to  Doub'e  waters,  and  the  Walkham 
also  below  Horrabridge.  Some  nice  salmon  are 
being  taken  on  the  Dart,  and  they  are  in  splendid 
condition.  I  had  a  nice  bit  of  Scotch  salmon  on  Mon- 
day, a  portion  of  a  261b.  fish  that  was  taken  by  a 
friend  at  Thurso,  where  the  sport  has  been  good. 
The  Meavy  trout  are  rising  well,  and  some  \  ery  fine 
fish  have  been  creeled  this  last  week  or  two. — 
William  Hearder. 

Snssex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  — 
There  is  but  little  to  record  in  the  way  of  trouting 
this  week.  We  have  had  some  warm,  springlike 
days,  but  the  nights  and  early  mornings  have 
been  cold,  with  a  north-easterly  wind.  On  April  5 
several  members  of  the  Brighton  Trafalgar 
Anglers'   Association  visited   the  Sheffield  Park 
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OGDEN&SCOTFORD 

CHELTENHAM, 

Fly  Dressers,  Practical  Anglers, 
Fishing  Rod,   Reel,   and  Tackle 
Manufaciurersm 


Killed  a  741b.  Fish. 

MAJOR  W  writes  as  follows  : 

Mandalay,  July  10th,  1907. 
"  Please  send  to  W.  A.  H.,  Esq.,  a  14  ft.  6  in. 
Blue  Mahoe  Eud,  similar  to  those  you  recently 

sent  out,  but  lighter.    Major  \V         is  glad 

to  be  able  to  tell  Messrs.  Ogden  and  Scotford 
that  the  16  ft.  Mahoe  Rod  he  had  from  them 
continues  to  give  complete  satisfaction. 
Amongst  other  big  ilahseer  this  season  it 
killed  a  74  lb.  fish  handsomely." 


Charmed  with  his  MAHOE  ROD. 


Bruton  Street,  W.,  Sept.  13,  1907. 

"  I  am  sending  you  my  14  ft.  Mahoe  Rod  I 
got  from  you  two  years  ago,  which  1  like 
enormously.  I  have  never  fished  with  a 
better  Rod.  If  you  have  a  duplicate  of  it 
please  forward  it  to  enclosed  address, 
should  like  to  know  if  you  have  a  similar 
rod  to  send  me  '18  ft.  in  length. — Yours 
truly,  0.  M." 


INVERNKSS  TERRACE,  W. 

Messrs.  OGDEN  &  ScOTFORD,  Pittville,  Cheltenham. 

Dear  Sirs.— It  gives  me  very  great  pleasure  to  speak  of  the  17-ft.  Grilse  Rod  you  made  for  me 
last  spring  of  the  Deveraux  Mahoe  Wood  with  snake  rings. 

After  a  careful  trial  of  the  Rod  last  year,  extending  over  three  months,  in  all  kinds  of  weather 
and  water,  I  can  only  say  that  it  leaves  far  behind,  in  all  the  qualities  most  essential  to  a  perfect 
rod,  the  other  known  materials  as  Greenheart,  Split  Cane,  Bamboo,  Hickory,  <fec. 

It  is  two-thirds  the  specific  gravity  of  Greenheart,  and  some  ounces  lighter  than  Split  Cane 
Rods  of  the  same  length,  and  of  a  toughness  that  can  hardly  be  estimated  ;  as  although  in  taking 
up'long  line  to  make  a  cast,  the  fly  getting  firmly  hooked  in  thick  sea  weed,  yet  with  the  strain 
of  very  thick  tackle  the  top  and  middle  joints  have  never  given  way,  as  Greenheart  would  have 
done  to  a  certainty  in  a  like  situation. 

Casting  with  this  Mahoe  Rod  is  a  pleasure,  not  a  labour,  the  action  being  both  powerful  in 
casting  out  and  quick  In  recovering  the  heavy  undressed  silk  line  I  am  in  the  habit  of  using. 
The  wonderful  life  displayed  by  this  wood  when  playing  a  fish  is  also  very  much  in  its  favour, 
the  power  of  giving  and  taking  being  very  remarkable. 

I  find  that  the  three  joints  are  aa  straight  to-day  as  when  the  rod  left  your  works. 

If  1  could  add  anything  more  that  would  give  additional  weight  to  the  fact  of  the  excellence 
of  the  Deveraux  Mahoe  for  all  kinds  of  rods,  I  should  be  only  too  glad.  I  am  mo«t  willing  for  you 
to  make  any  use  you  like  of  this  letter,  and  am,  dear  Sirs,  yours  very  truly,  O.K.C. 


L.  &  N.  W.  R. 

EASTER  EXCURSIONS 


PROM 


And  other  London  Stations 


English  Lake 
Leeds  District ; 


TO 

IRELAND 
Blackpool  i 

District 

Carlisle  .  .  .  . 
Liverpool  and  Manchester 

Districts  .  .  .  . 
East    Lancashire,  North, 

South,  &,  Central  Wales; 

North  Staffordshire 

Stations  \   Buxton ;  Isle 

of  Man  

SCOTLAND  .  . 

Birmingham  District  • 


DATK. 

April  15. 
April  15  &  16. 


April  15,  16,  &  18. 


April  16. 


April  16,  17,  &  20. 


Week-End  Tickets  will  be  issued  on  Thursday,  Friday,  and 
Saturday,  April  16th,  17th,  and  18th,  to  Seaside  and  Inland  Pleasure 
Resorts,  and  to  a  large  numljer  of  Stations  in  Scotland,  available  for  the 
return  journey  on  any  day  (except  day  of  issue),  up  to  the  following 
Tuesday,  inclusive. 

For  full  details  and  particulars  of  Short-Distance  Excur- 
sions ON  April  18th  and  20th,  obtain  Pamphlet  at  any  of  the  Company's 
Stations  or  Town  Offices,  or  write  to  the  Enquiry  Office,  EustOn 

Station,  London,  N.W. 


April,  1908. 


FREDERICK  HARRISON,  General  Manager. 


J.  E.  MILLER 


THE 

"  NORSFIELD  COMBINATION." 

Unlike    all   other   combination   bag  and 
baskets,  the  wicker  portion  is  carried  in  front, 
and  this  being  so  light  it  does  not  press  into 
the  side  when  the  bag  is  filled.    The  creel  is 
easily  detached,  and  the  bag  portion  may 
be  used  separately.    Basket  is  large  enough 
to  carry  about  8  lbs.  of  fish.    Its  lightness 
is  also  a  special  feature,  the  whole  only 
weighing  about  20  ozs.     Price,  7/6  each. 
Superior    quality    with  rubber-lined 
bag,  10/6.    Postage,  id.  extra. 


THE  'BEADED 
QUILL"  MINNOW. 

Suitable  for  all  Waters. 
1  in.,  IJ  in.,  1|  in.,  2  in. 
Price,  1/6  each. 


MOUNTED  FLY  CASTS,  ready  for  use,  1/6  each. 

EASTER  FLIES,  selection  for  any  Waters,  to  Gut,  Horsehair  or  Eyed 
Hooks,  1/9  dozen. 

BROGUES  AND  WADERS.    Quality  Guaranteed. 

TWILL  STOCKINGS,  13/6;  Best  Sateen,  18/6  ;  Black  Rubber-Covered, 
Non-Absorbent,  25/-. 

STRONG  CANVAS  AND  LEATHER  BROGUES,  16/6,  21/-, 
and  25/-. 


THE  "WILSON"  NON-SPLASHING 
MINNOW  CAN 

(REGISTERED). 

An  article  that  will  be  appreciated  by  all 
fishermen  who  have  experienced  the  difficulty  of 
carrying  live  minnows.  This  non-splashing  can 
may  be  strapped  to  the  waist,  or  carried  in  the 
pocket,  it  only  measuring  6  x  3f  inches. 

When  carrying,  the  water  splashed  up  is  caught 
by  the  wire  gauze  and  dripping  constantly,  keeps 
the  water  well  supplied  with  air.  The  tray  which 
holds  the  minnows  is  drawn  up  by  the  wires  and 
"just  the  minnoiv  you  luant  "  can  be  picked  out. 

Made  from  strong  zinc,  it  is  rustless  and  weighs 
only  about  10  ozs.    Price  4/6.    Postage  4(i.  extra. 


THE  "WEE"  CHAPMAN.  ^  g 

This  illustration  is  actual  size.  It 
is  a  most  effective  tackle  in  low  clear 
water  during  the  bright  summer  days  if  fished 
up  stream,  using  very  small  minnows.  Mounted 
with  5  small  hooks  as  illustration,  1/6  each; 
with  3  hooks,  1/3  each. 

WHOLE   CANE   FLY  RODS. 


Light,  Well-balanced,  Cork  Grip,  2  Tops,.17/6  ;  Ditto,  Super  Quality,  Extra 
Finish,  £1  5s.    The  "  Tracey,"  Stained  Green,  Lock  Joints,  3  Tops  for  Wet 
and  Dry  Ply  and  Minnow,  £1  lOs. 
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district  of  the  Ouae  with  but  poor  result.  Mr. 
Challish  secured  a  brace  of  trout,  weight  not 
stated,  and  Mr.  Chessel  a  single  fish.  Some  chub 
were  taken  and  returned  to  the  water.  Small 
trout  have  been  taken  from  the  tributaries  in  the 
district,  principally  with  worm,  but  nothing  exceed- 
ing 8oz.  Warmer  weather  is  needed  both  for  fresh 
water  and  harbour  fishing,  Smelt  are  up,  but  not 
yet  in  quantities. — Geobgb  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — During  this  month  many 
fishermen  have  been  successful  in  killing  fresh 
salmon.  The  opening  day  was  wet,  and  water 
rather  too  muddy  for  the  fly,  but  one  or  two  good 
fish  were  killed  on  Thursday  (April  2),  and  later  the 
average  was  a  salmon  per  rod,  although  many  kelts 
were  landed,  which  of  course  were  returned.  Mr. 
Chichester,  in  his  own  water,  killed  a  good  fish  of 
81b.  'Mr.  Hinchliff  took  a  clean  fish  every  day. 
Mr.  Nicholson  perhaps  took  the  most  fish,  having 
persistently  fished  every  day  from  morn  till  night. 
The  limited  number  of  tickets  make  the  sport  more 
certain  ;  the  river  not  being  crowded,  everyone  haa 
a  fair  chance.  Trout  fishing  has  not  been  so  good, 
and  only  when  the  sun  shines  and  warms  the  atmos- 
phere can  any  fish  be  taken. — Busty  Game. 

Teify. — The  Tetfy  has  been  in  good  order  during 
the  last  few  days.  But  in  spite  of  this  only  a  few 
rods  have  been  out  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  cold 
winds.  But  the  summer-like  weather  of  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday  ought  to  improve  matters.  Several 
good  baskets  of  trout  have  been  obtained,  including 
the  following  :  Mr.  H.  A.  Allen,  Penarth,  51b.,  on  the 
Forth  Hotel  waters ;  T.  Davies  and  J.  Evans,  6^1b.  ; 
Jno.  Lewis,  4Jlb. ;  Jno.  Davies,  31b.  A  beautitully 
clean-run  salmon  of  2Hlb.  was  caught  by  Dr. 
Hobson  at  Escott's  Pool  o"n  the  Forth  Hotel  upper 
waters.  The  river  is  likely  to  remain  in  good  order 
for  some  days,  and  good  sport  is  anticipated. 

Teme  (Iiudlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  is 
now  running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good 
order  for  either  fly  or  bottom  fishing.  The  weather 
ha«  been  cold,  but  more  suitable  for  fishing.  There 
has  been  a  good  few  anglers  out,  and  sport  has  been 
better.  The  March  Brown  is  now  on,  and  the 
trout  are  beginning  to  rise  at  them.  On  Saturday 
a  pike  between  61b.  and  71b.  was  taken  along  the 
Folly  with  worm.  On  Monday  some  nice  trout 
were  landed  below  Ludford.  On  Tuesday,  with 
March  Browns  and  Blues,  trout  of  Jib.  and  Jib.  each 
were  landed. — S.  Ludlow. 

Test,  etc. — Fly  has  come  on  late  each  day,  and 
so  far  as  one  can  hear  very  few  rods  have  been  out. 
Fish  took  the  Hare's  Ear  fairly  well  on  Monday. 
There  was  a  good  rise  of  fly  on  Saturday  late  in 
the  afternoon,  ending  at  four  o'clock,  but  since 
then  there  has  been  but  httle  fly  on  the  water. 
So  far  as  one  can  judge  from  the  caddis  there  is 
not  much  chance  of  many  grannom  this  season. 
After  the  frost  on  the  night  of  April  7  there  was  no 
regular  rise  of  fly  to-day,  but  from  12.30  to  3  o'clock 
an  occasional  fly  was  to  be  seen.  Very  few  fish 
feeding. — Olive  Dun. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — The  Tyne  is  in  good  trouting  order,  some 
good  creels  have  been  taken  on  the  George  Hotel 
Water,  ChoUerford,  also  on  the  Ovingham  Waters 
with  spinning  minnow.  A  nice  creel  of  eleven  trout 
was  killed  by  a  Newcastle  angler.  I  have  also  heard 
of  two  fresh  salmon  from  Ovingham.  The  Coquet 
is  down  in  flood,  and  good  fishing  is  looked  for  on 
the  settling  of  the  waters.  The  Bobdek  Esk. — In 
the  private  water  of  Netherby,  Graham  Arms  Hotel, 
Longtown,  Mr.  Little  on  April  2,  landed  a  16- 
pounder  in  Wilkins  Pool.  On  April  4  the  same 
a-agler  killed  a  fine  fish  of  181b.  in  the  Roost 
Fool,  Mr.  J.  A.  Bidden,  Newcastle,  one  of  201b.  in 
Boxes  Stream;  the  Bev.  Ivor  Graham,  London, 
two,  71b.  and  21  Jib. ;  Mr.  Brocklebank,  one,  9*lb., 
in  Wilkin's  Pool ;  Mr.  Craig,  one,  1 9 Jib.,  in  Bur'rels 
Weir ;  Mr.  Black  Newfield  Grange,  one,  9Hb.  The 
spring  salmon  fishing  in  the  Eden  has  proved 
a  great  success.  Up  to  last  week-end  over  two 
hundred  and  sixty  fish  were  landed  by  the  rod 
averaging  a  shade  over  161b.  each.  One  rod  has 
accounted  for  twenty-five  fish  and  the  same  angler 
landed  twelve  fish  in  three  days.  On  the  Alns, 
Northumberland,  Mr.  Hood  and  Mr.  Joyce  caught 

sixteen  and  eleven  trout  respectively  with  fly.  

Henry  A.  Mukton. 

Usk  (TTsk). — The  river  is  once  again  in  splendid 
order  for  both  the  salmon  and  trout  angler,  and  no 
doubt  we  shall  now  have  some  successes  in  each 
line.  On  April  3,  the  Hon.  A.  J.  Tristram  killed  a 
salmon  weighing  161b.  in  the  Bindings,  and  on 
April  7,  Dr.  E.  L.  M.  Hackett,  one,  17 Jib.,  in 
Prioress.  Trout  caught:  April  1,  Mr.  W.  Barnes, 
two ;  April  4,  Mr.  Cobb,  six  ;  April  7,  Mr.  A.  John- 
stone, five,  and  Mr.  J.  Pitt,  two. — T.  R. 

Wye  and  Berwent  (Derbyshire).  —  These 
rivers  are  improving  in  condition  every  day. 
The  Wye  is  getting  in  nice  order,  the  streams 
are   rather  heavy  at   present.    The   best  places 
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to  fish  are  the  sides  and  tails  of  the  streams. 
Several  gentlemen  who  have  fished  the  Wye 
have  taken  two  and  three  brace,  and  trout 
have  risen  fairly  well.  The  Derwent,  too, 
yielded  a  few  nice  fish ;  the  Chatsworth  portion  of 
this  river,  and  also  the  Hathersage  length,  is  in  the 
best  condition,  and  some  nice  little  catches  have 
been  obtained.  The  Darleydale  Club's  water 
is  yet  too  high,  but  by  fishing  the  sides 
close  in  a  few  trout  can  be  taken,  as  several 
members  have  realised.  The  Matlock  and  Cromford 
Angling  Association  water  is  much  too  high,  the 
streams  being  very  heavy.  A  great  number  of  trout 
have  been  rising  in  various  parts  of  this  water.  By 
the  Iron  Bridge,  Matlockdale,  a  J  lot  of  good 
trout  have  been  rising  well.  Several  anglers 
have  been  bottom  fishing  in  this  water,  and  a  brace 
or  two  of  good  trout  have  been  taken.  This  water 
below  Cromford  is  very  high,  especially  the  streams. 
If  this  fine  weather  continues  the  prospect  is  good. 
Useful  flies :  Red  Fly,  Blue  Dun,  Cockwinged  Oun, 
March  Brown,  Cowdung  Fly,  and  Claret  Bumble. — 
Doitebel. 

"Wye  (Upper). — A  few  trout  have  been  taken  by 
Rev.  H.  E.  J:5arton,  Messrs.  E.  Price,  J.  Webb,  C. 
Jones,  and  a  few  others.  The  feature  of  the  Wye 
fishing  is,  however,  the  extraordinary  run  of  salmon. 
Several  notable  catches  have  been  made.  A  local 
angler  hooked  one  on  his  trout  tackle  a  few  days 
ago.  Mr.  Wardel  took  four  on  Saturday  last. 
During  the  week  ending  that  day  Mr.  V  enable 
Llewellyn  landed  five,  scaling  respectively  181b., 
181b.,  18Jlb.,  161b.  and  i91b. ;  and  on  Monday  by 
1-30  p.m.  he  had  three  more,  251b.,  221b.,  and  20  lb. 
Mr.  lUingworth,  on  the  Glanrhos  water,  took  one, 
20lb. ;  and  Capt.  Bailey,  at  Newbridge,  on  Tuesday, 
had  two.  This  gentleman  also  landed  one  on 
Monday,  but  finding  it  to  be  a  kelt  put  it  back. — 
W.  B.  H. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks.). — Although  the  Whernside  Hills  and 
the  surrounding  ones  were  white  with  snow  early 
on  April  7  the  weather  has  been  more  spring-like 
than  it  has  been  previously  this  season.  On  April  7 
we  had  fully  twelve  hours  brilliant  sunshine.  This 
has  hatched  out  more  flies  than  has  been  the  case 
thi^  year,  and  the  fish  have  risen  more  freely. 
During  the  last  few  days  sport  has  improved,  and 
some  very  good  catches  of  trout  have  been  got 
with  the  fly.  The  Yore  and  Swale  and  their 
tributary  streams  are  running  in  good  volume. 
In  the  upper  reaches  some  very  fair  sport  has 
been  met  with  both  fly  and  minnow.  A  great 
improvement  in  sport  has  been  met  with  on 
the  Wharfe  at  Burnsall,  Bolton  Woods,  Adding- 
ham  and  Ilkley.  Baskets  ranging  from  five  to  twelve 
brace  have  been  got.  Messrs.  Hellewell,  Burniston, 
Sharpe,  Brundtitt,  Rose,  and  Illingworth  have  all 
done  well.  In  the  district  of  Otley  and  Pool  some 
nice  sport  has  also  been  met  with.  On  Monday, 
Mr.  T.  Chippendale  got  twelve  trout  with  the  fly, 
and  Mr.  T.  Hayes  had  eight  trout  with  swimming 
the  bait.  Mr.  A.  Rippon  has  had  fair  sport 
as  well.  Messrs.  Maw  hood,  Byrom  and  others  have 
also  caught  fish  in  the  waters  of  the  Leeds  Amalga- 
mation of  Anglers.  Fewston  reservoir  opened  on 
April  1,  and  sport  has  been  fairly  good  on  this 


sheet  of  water.  On  the  opening  day  one  angler 
got  over  twenty  trout  with  spinning  the  minnow 
on  the  Ariel  flight.  Mr.  J.  Munroe,  on  April  4, 
got  eight  fine  trout  from  the  same  water. 
On  the  same  day  Mr.  J.  Hirst,  Slaithwaite, 
got  a  fine  trout  weighing  21b.  2Joz.,  which  was 
only  in  moderate  condition  considering  the  length 
of  it,  from  the  Slaithwaite  Canal.  The  Nidd 
has  been  in  fair  angling  trim.  A  few  anglers 
have  been  out  in  the  upper  reaches,  but 
sport  has  not  been  at  all  good,  and  reports  to 
hand  are  of  a  meagre  character.  Should  the 
present  weather  continue  we  may  confidently  look 
for  improved  sport  on  this  stream  and  all  round. 
Best  flies  are  Winter  Brown,  Spring  Black,  Crimson 
Partridge,  Blue  Hawk,  Waterhen  Bloa,  also  the 
Yellow  and  Orange  Partridges  with  tin-el,  and 
Carter  Platts  Copper. — John  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Beauly  and  Conon. — The  Beauly  was  much  too 
high  for  successful  angling  during  the  past  week. 
Fishing  the  Home  Beat  of  the  Castle  waters  from 
the  Lovat  Arms  Hotel,  Major  Wingfield  and  Mr. 
Vickers,  the  lessees,  had  ten  sea-trout,  scaling  121b., 
on  April  1  ;  on  April  2  the  same  anglers  grassed 
fifteen,  aggregating  161b.  ;  on  April  3  their  creel 
consisted  of  forty,  scaling  361b.  ;  and  on  April  4 
they  had  twenty-eight,  weighing  301b.  In  their 
creeh  were  three  trout  scaling  2Jlb.  each,  and  six 
weighing  21b.  In  the  tidal  waters  the  Moniack 
Castle  and  Farlie  Brae  rods  had  between  them 
upwards  of  100  fresh-run  sea-trout,  the  best  creel 
being  one  of  fifty-two  credited  to  Mr.  Cameron, 
Moniack  Castle,  on  April  1.  Conon. — Although  the 
Conon  was  practically  in  flood  during  the  whole  of 
the  past  week,  fairly  good  sport  was  had.  On  the 
lower  reaches  anglers  were  successful  in  bringing  to 
basket  nine  salmon,  averaging  71b.,  as  well  as 
upwards  of  twenty  sea-trout,  aggregating  21  Jib. 
Below  the  Stone  Bridge  local  anglers,  who  are  per- 
mitted by  Colonel  Stewart  McKenzie,  of  Seaforth, 
to  fish  in  the  tidal  waters,  had  some  nice  creels  of 
trout.  Owing  to  the  large  volume  of  water  coming 
down,  the  netting  lessees  were  much  handicapped 
in  their  operations,  and  consequently  had  poor 
returns. — A.  R. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.). — Wet 
weather  was  the  rule  throughout  the  whole  of  last 
week,  consequently  the  river  was  in  flood  most  of 
the  time.  Lord  Garioch  left  Belleville  House, 
Ardgay,  on  Friday  last  for  Ellon,  Aberdeenshire, 
his  term  of  the  Gled  field  salmon  angling  on  the 
Carron  having  expired.  Sir  Kenneth  J.  Matheson, 
Bart.,  and  suite  have  arrived  at  Gledfield  House. 
On  April  1,  Mr.  James  Wilson,  Gruinards,  fishing 
for  Col.  Henry  Piatt,  C.B.,  landed  an  81b.  salmon 
on  the  Gruinards  water.  On  April  2,  Mr.  Dixon, 
London,  caught  a  7-pounder  on  same  water ;  and 
Mr.  M.  S.  Stephen,  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,'  two 
salmon,  weighing  71b.  and  9Jlb,  on  Invercharron 
water.  On  April  3,  Mr.  M.  S.  Stephen  landed  an 
8-pounder  on  Dunie  water  and  one  of  8Jlb.  on 
Invercharron  water.  Saturday  was  blank.  At  the 
beginning  of  this  week  the  weather  weis  bright  and 
dry  and  the  river  settling  down. — B. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland  (Bonarbridge,  N.B.).  

The  weather  of  the  past  week  was  too  rough  for 
sea-trout  angling  on  this  tidal  water,  but  the  net 
salmon  fishers  made  the  first  start  for  the  season  on 
April  1.  Although  the  fish  caught  up  till  April  7 
were  not  numerous,  they  were  heavy.  They  have 
also  landed  a  number  of  fine  sea-trout  of  excellent 

quality,  some  of  them  weighing  over  41b.  each.  B. 

Iioch  Ness  (Douglas  Hotel). — On  April  1,  Mr. 
J.  McDonald,  one  salmon,  21  lb. ;  on  April  2,  threei 
27Jlb.,  19Jlb.,  and  171b. ;  and  on  April  4.  one,  2Hlb! 
On  April  2,  Mr.  D.  Aiunro,  one,  20Jlb.,  and 'on 
April  3,  two,  17Jlb.  and  14lb.— R.  M.  Cameeon. 

Iioch  Ness  (Richmond  House). — Mr.  H.  W. 
Macpherson,  on  March  30,  landed  three  salmon  of 
211b.,  17  Jib.,  and  61b.;  on  April  1,  one,  9Jlb. ;  on 
April  3,  one,  191b.  ;  and  on  April  4,  one,  lOfb.  For 
the  week  ending  April  4  nineteen  fish  were  got  at ' 
the  Fort  Augustus  end  of  Loch  Ness.  The  loch  is 
in  good  flood.— J.  M.  H.  S.  N. 

Loch  Tay. —  On  April  1,  Mr.  J.  C.  Pipe,  Ipswich, 
landed  a  salmon  of  181b. ;  Mr.  J.  Carswell,  Yoken, 
one,  201b.  On  April  3,  Mr.  J.  C.  Pipe,  two,  131b! 
and  181b.  On  April  7,  Capt.  Belbin,  London,  two* 
161b.  and  131b.  ;  Mr.  Ashley-Dodd,  Kent,  one,  151b.' 

Lyon  (Fortingall  Hotel). — On  March  31,  Mr. 
A.  G.  Campbell,  Richmond,  had  a  salmon  of  241b. 
On  April  2,  J.  Ford  (keeper),  fishing  Sir  Donald 
Currie's  rod,  one,  201b.  On  April  6,  Major  W. 
MacBean,  London,  one,  191b.,  and  Mr.  A.  G. 
Campbell,  one,  181b.,  and  on  April  7  he  had  another 
of  161b. — R.  Stewart. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.). — The 
weather  has  been  very  cold  and  wet,  and  the  river 
too  high  for  successful  angling.  On  March  27,  Mr. 
Pike,  Syre  Lodge,  had  one  salmon  on  Beat  No.  3. 
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of  a  similar  iName. 


The  Old  Business.   Established  1850. 
Over  Half  a  Century.i 


WJLTERI>ROOF 


FISHING  WADERS 

FOR  LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN 

Improved  Shape.  Carefully  made  by  the  most 
experienced  workers,  the  feet  made  on  our 
special  New  Lasts,  which  ensure  ease  and 
comfort.  Every  pair  thoroughly  tested  before 
leaving  our  Factory. 


STOCKINGS.  TKOUSEKS. 

No.  1.  Angola,  The  Best.  Re- 
commended for  constant 
work   32/6 

No.  9.  Tan  Stout  TwiU  to  Twill, 
extra  thick  proof  for  hard 
and  rough  wear  ...  27/6 

No.  3.  Tan  Stout  Twill,  sound 
and  reliable,  for  medium 
work   21/- 

No.  5.  Drab  Twill,  specially  good 

value  at  the  price         ...  15/6 

No.  7.  The  "  Featherweight," 
Malcom  &  Co.'a  Cele- 
brated, for  light  Summer 
wear   21/- 


50/- 

45/- 

85/- 
25/- 


Carriage  Paid  In  the  United  Kingdom. 

for  cash  with  order. 


37/6 

B°fc  discount 


FISHING   BROGUES,  BAGS, 
BOOTS,  COATS,  &c.,  &c. 


LONDON . 


15,  QUEEN  STREET,  Cheapside.  E.G. 
3,  GREEN  STREET.  Leicester  Sq.,  W.C. 


BRISTOL 


9,  10,  13,  HIGH  STREET, 

2,  3,  MARY-LE-PORT  STREET. 


Factory:  ROPEWALK  RUBBER  WORKS,  St  Pauls,  BRISTOL. 

Order  direct  from  any  of  above  addreases.  or,  if  preferred,  through  your  Tailor,  Outfitter, 
Bootmaker,  or  Wishing  Tackle  Dealer.   All  Wholesale  and  Export  Orders  direct  to  BRLSTOL. 


A'l;.  14,  7'/tf  Concert. 


Smoked  Evfrywhere  by  (nearly)  Everybody 

PLAYER'S 

"NAVY" 

MIXTURE 

"THE  MIXTURE  OF  MATCHLESS  MERIT." 

SOLD  IN  TWO  STRENGTHS 

MEDIUM  41'' 


MILD  5' 


per  oz. 


per  oz 


John  Player  &  .Sons,  Nottingham,  will  forward 
testing  samples  post  free  to  applicants  mentioning 
this  paper. 


SCIATICA, 
LUMBAGO, 
RHEUMATISM. 

Sufferers  should  use 


DROITWIGH 
BRINE  CRYSTALS 


Being    a    specially  Crystallised 
Preparation,  for  Home   Use,  of 
the  Celebrated   Droitwich  Brine 
Springs. 
From  all  Chemists,  or 
■  28  lb.  Bag  delivered  Free  to 

any  address. 
London,  2/-,     Country,  2/3. 


Sole  Proprietors, 

WESTON  &WE8TALL,  Ltd. 

(Dept.  C), 

16,  Eastcheap,  London,  E.G. 


SPECIAL  OFFER. 

RAINBOW  OVA. 

From  3-lb.  and  4-lb.  Pjsh,  4/-  per 
thousand,  carriage  paid  on  lots  of  20,00(J 
to  any  station  in  England.  50,000  Fario 
Fry,  just  before  commencing  to  feed, 
£1  per  thousand,  carriage  paid,  English 
station  on  10,000  lots.  500  two-year-old 
Brown  Trout,  at  low  price  of  £15 
to  clear. 

Manager— FARIO  FISHERY, 

tlARRIETStiAM,  KENT. 


SALMON  &  TROUT  FISHING 

IRELAND. 

ABBEY  HOTEL,  DROMAHAIR,  CO.  LEITRIiyi. 

Situate  East  end  Lough  Gill,  beautiful  Moun- 
tain and  Lake  Scenery.  Historic  neighbourhood, 
C'omfortalile  Hotel,  Excellent  Cuisine.  Terms 
Moderate.  Hotel  visitois  liave  Free  Salmon  and 
Trout  I'ishing,  two  miles  of  River  Biniet ;  a 
further  e.xcellent  portion  of  the  River  is  available 
at  a  Tiioderate  charge.  Railway  Statiuu,  Tele- 
grapli  Office.  Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic 
Churches.    .1.  .lElTER,  Proprietor 


BRIMPTON  FISHERY 

Mr.  KEAOina. 

I  am  now  booking  orders  for  Brown 
and  Eainbow  Trout,  of  all  sizes.  My 
large  Fish  are  reared  in  a  screened 
stream,  and  feed  on  my  floating  fish 
food,  thus  producing  wild  and  free-rising 
fish.    Write  for  List — 

P.  GASCOIGNE  FREEMAN. 


RIGMADEN  FISHERY 

KIRKBY  LONSDALE. 


FOR  SALE 

YEARLING,  2-YEAR-OLD,  and  Older 

RAINBOW  TROUT, 

For  Prices  apply— .T.  K.  Robinson,  Rigmaden 
Estate  Office,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 


BLACKWATER,  Co.  CORK 

BALLYDUFF  FISHING 

(between  Feinioy  and  Lismore). 

One  or  Two  Rods  Retgulretl 

May  (or  May  and  June),  on  three  miles 
of  excellent  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing 
from  Bank.  Excellent  accommodation. 
Apply,  E.  Powell,  Esq.,  EUborough, 
Qharlton  Kings,  Cheltenham. 


|\¥|f  If  »  I^U  wishing  to  Buy  anything 
r  Kl  V  A  I  Sell  anything,  or  ti 

m  M\»  1  nA  MJ  Exchange  anything  WITH 

nFnCAlTC  OTHER  PRIVATE  PERSONS, 
r  r,  K^llll  A  ensilu,qiii(kly.  rhxapli/. 
*  and  to  the  very  best 

advantage,  will  find  no  better  medium  than 
THE  BAZAAR,  EXCHANGE  &  MART  news- 
paper, which  has  been  established  for  this 
puriiose  for  40  years,  during  which  time 
millionn  of  ponnrig'  worth  of  projinrti/ 
has  changed  hands  through  its  instrumentality. 
Everyone  wants  something,  and  Every- 
one has  something  to  sell  that  at  pj'esent  is  of  no 
use  to  him.  A  ni/tliin  f/  unit  everi/thiti  ff,  from 
the  commonest  to  the  most  ont-of-way  article, 
can  readily  be  procured  or  disposed  of  on  the 
best  terms  through  this  ijaper.  It  has  also 
a  iimss  of  vadinfi  matter  of  great  interest 
to  all,  men  aud  women  alike.  Get  a  copy 
and  see  for  yourself.  To  he  had  at  all 
railway  bookstalls  and  newsagents',  price  2d.  A 
spe<:iinen.  riipij  will  be  sent  for  Id.  stamp 
towards  postage.  Office :  Bazaar  Buildings, 
Drury  Lane,  London.  Telegrams :  "  Bazaar, 
London."   Telephone  :  Central  9189. 


ANGLING 

ON  THE  RIVERS 
BURB  LEA  BTORT 

CAM  NENE  STOUR 

CHELMER  ORWELL  WAVENEY 
CROUCH  OUSB  WELLAND 

SSA  FISHING 

ON  THE 

EAST  COAST. 

CHEAP  WEEK-END  TICKETS  ARE 
ISSUED  EVERY  SATURDAY 

to  Stations  serving  the  above  and  other 

Fishing  Resorts. 
For  full  particulars  write  to  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Line,  Liverpool  St.  Station, 
London,  E.C. 


CARETAKER. 


Advertiser  and  Wife 
SEEK  SITUATION. 

Age  32  years ;  both  strong  and  capable. 
Best  references. — "  E.  L.,"  8,  Median 
Road,  Lower  Clapton,  N.E. 


MUDIE'S. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS  Opened  at  any 
Date  for  Three,  Six,  and  Twelve 
Months. 


TOWN  SOBSCRIPTIONS  21s.  YEARLY. 
BOOKS  OF  PAST  SEASONS  10s.6d.  YEARLY. 

TERMS  for  LARQER  SUBSCRIPTIONS, 
COUNTRY,    SUBURBS,     and  PARCEL 
POST  sent  on  application. 

30-34,  NEW  OXFORD  ST.,  LONDON. 

B^a^ch  0^?ceJ241.  BROMPTON  ?OAD.  S.W. 

)48,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  ST.,  E.C. 


FLIES  ON  APPROVAL. 

SETS  OF  FLOATING  FLIES  FOR  SPRING. 

Bach  containing  hai.k  dozen  each  of 
Red  Quill,  Medium  Olive,  Ginger  Quill,  Hares 
Ear,  Wiclshanos,  Dark  (Jlive,  Ked  Spinner,  Blue 
Quill,   Pale   Watery,    Brown  .Badger,  Black 
Gnat,  Greenwells. 

B  DOZEN.  PRICE  12IB. 

CASH    with   order,  but    RETURNED  if 

dissatisfied,  or  if  they  are  not  ihe,  same 
quality  as  those  10,000  Flies  we  tied  and 
which  were  inserted  in  the 

EDITION    DE    LUXE  OF 

Dry  Fly  Entomology  by  F,  M.  Halford,  Esq. 

A\m  SETS  OF  NEW  NATUKE  SERIES. 

O.  HOLLAND  &  SONS. 

3,  Canbury  Gardens,  Kingrston-on-Thames. 
J!<01'E  WEW  ADDRESS. 
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On  March  28,  Capt.  B.  J.  St.  George,  Skelpick 
Lodge,  landed  two  salmon  on  Beat  No.  0,  and  Mr, 
G.  Comwallis  West  two  on  No  2.  On  March  3t»,  Capt, 
St.  George  caught  one  salmon  on  Beat  No.  2.  On 
March  31 ,  Mr.  Popham,  Syre  Lodge,  had  one  salmon 
on  Beat  No.  6,  and  Capt  St.  George  two  on  Beats  2 
and  3.  On  April  1,  Mr.  Popham  landed  a  fine 
salmon  weighing  221b.,  on  Beat  No.  2;  Mr 
Oppeolieim,  Skelpick  Lodge,  had  three  on  No.  3; 
Mr.  Comb,  Skelpick  Lodge,  one  on  No.  4  ;  and  Mr, 
Spottiswood,  Rhefail  Lodge,  two  on  No.  5.  On 
April  2,  Mr.  Spottiswood  landed  a  beauty  of  151b. 
on  Beat  6.  and  Mr.  Comb,  Skelpick  Lodge,  one  on 
No.  5.— B. 

North,  of  Scotland. — Dee. — The  rivers  have 
been  unfishable  on  account  of  spates  during  the 
past  week,  but  are  now  coming  into  better  trim. 
On  the  Pannanich  water  one  of  9ilb.  was  got.  On 
the  Tors-na-Coil  section  Dr.  Lawson  and  Dr.  Alckin- 
son  had  five  fish  last  week  scaling  to  141b.  On  th'e 
Aboyne  Hotel  waters  one  or  two  were  got,  and  one  or 
two  on  the  Potarch  fishings.  OntheUpperDurrisMr. 
Meak  had  one  last  week,  and  Captain  Quintin  Dick 
completed  his  small  score  of  twenty  since  the  season 
opened.  Salmon  angling  has  never  been  so  far 
behind  as  it  is  just  now.  On  the  Don,  Ythan,  and 
llgie,  good  baskets  of  both  yellow  and  sea- trout  are 
being  made  by  Mr.  G.  Davidson,  B.A.,  Dr.  J. 
Mackay,  Dr.  Mackie  and  others.  Mr.  John  Cowe  is 
the  most  successful  tidal  angler. — G.  M. 

Sliin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — So  far  as  can  be  ascer- 
tained, only  one  fish  was  landed  last  week.  It 
w«ighed  241b.,  and  was  captured  by  Sir  Archibald 
Orr-Ewing,  Bart.,  of  Levenbank,  Dumbartonshire. 
Sir  Archibald  has  now  left  for  the  South,  after 
having  enjoyed  fairly  good  sport  at  the  spring 
angling.  Mr.  Mills  and  friend  have  arrived  for.  the 
current  month's  angling. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  Border  rivers  of  the 
Solway  are  in  good  order  for  trout,  and  the  pros- 
pects of  some  sport  at  Easter  are  more  hopeful. 
The  Annan. — The  spring  salmon  fishing  has  shown 
considerable  decline  during  the  past  fortnight,  and 
without  another  flood  during  the  coming  ten  days 
it  will  end  the  season  for  the  salmon  fly.  Fishing 
in  the  lower  waters  Mr.  Macpherson  had  about  half 
a  dozen  nice  burn  trout  on  April  4  with  March 
Brown  fly,  and  a  similar  number  on  April  .3  ;  Capt. 
Ewart  also  had  a  few  in  the  same  water.  Mr.  J. 
Dixon  landed  a  kelt  in  the  Brewery  Pool  on  April  0, 
which  was  carefully  put  back.  In  the  middle 
portions  a  few  yellow  trout  were  taken  with  fly  on 
April  6,  and  Mr.  Richardson  took  eight  on  April  4. 
The  DuMrBiES  Nith  and  Tributaries. — In  the 
Upper  waters  below  Sanquhar  local  rods  have  had  a 
few  yellow  trout  with  fly.  The  Association  waters  are 
likely  to  afford  improved  sport  now  that  the  weather 
is  more  favourable.  The  Mid-Nithsdale  Association 
reaches  below  Thornhill  are  in  the  best  of  ply  this 
week,  and  a  number  of  rods  had  their  first  baskets 
of  yellow  trout  for  the  season  on  April  6.  The 
Cairn  and  Cluden  are  doing  better  than  the  main 
river.  On  April  4  Mr.  Harris  had  thirty-one  yellow 
trout,  weighing  6Jlb.,  and  many  undersized  ones 
returned.  A  few  other  rods  were  out  on  the  same 
date,  taking  from  four  to  eight  or  nine  trout  each. 
On  a  previous  date  Mr.  R.  Cowan  had  eighteen 
yellow  trout,  and  Mr.  J.  Lambie  had  a  similar 
number  on  the  Cairn.  Mr.  A.  Patterson,  fishing 
the  higher  Cairn  on  April  3,  took  fourteen  yellow 
trout  with  fly.  Other  rods  averaged  half  a  dozen. 
'The  Cluden  is  in  fair  trim.  The  Galloway  Rivers. 
— These  rivers  are  irt  the  best  of  condition  for  the 
trout  fly,  and  quite  a  number  of  anglers  have  been 
out  for  the  first  time  this  s?ason.  Sport  has  not 
been  particularly-  bright  so  far,  but  yellow  trout 
are  getting  into  better  order,  and  are  rising  fairly 
well  during  the  middle  part  of  the  day.  There  has 
been  no  loch  fishing  so  far.  The  Aykshire  Rivers 
AND  Lochs. — Some  fair  creels  of  trout  have  been 
secured  on  the  middle  reaches  of  the  Ayr  with  fly, 
but  no  reports  came  from  the  other  district  rivers 
this  week.  Loch  fishing  will  now  receive  a  beginning 
on  Loch  Doon,  as  the  weather  is  more  promising. 
— Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — The  flooded  state  of  the 
river  with  the  renewed  rainfall  is  once  more  respon- 
sible for  indifferent  angling  results.  On  the  Castle 
Grant  water,  Mr.  A.  Gumming,  gamekeeper,  had  a 
salmon,  being  the  first  of  the  season  in  the  upper 
reaches.  On  the  C^arron  House  water,  on  Tuesday, 
Mr.  D.  Anderson,  gamekeeper,  killed  two  salmon, 
01b.  and  81b.  respectively;  and  on  the  Wester 
Elchies  water,  on  Wednesday,  Captain  Moon  had 
one  of  6^1b.,  and  on  Thursday  one  of  81b. ;  while 
on  the  Easter  Elchies  water,  on  the  same  days, 
Colonel  Bythwell  had  two,  51b.  and  71b.  respec- 
tively. Four  salmon  of  from  71b.  to  81b.  each  were 
landed  from  the  Arndiily  water,  also  on  the  latter 
dates.  On  the  Rothes  water  (Mr.  Peto's),  on 
Thursday,  Mr.  J.  Stewart,  fisherman,  killed  a'salmon 
of  19Jlb. ;  and  from  the  Aiken  way  House  portion 
of  the  Amdilly  water,  Mr.  Gareforth  had  a  salmon 


of  71b.  From  the  Delfur  water  only  tliree  salmon 
were  landed  for  the  week.  When  writing  the 
weather  appeared  to  be  more  settled. — J.  M. 

Tay. — This  river  has  been  running  full  and  very 
unsettled  during  the  past  week.  Fishing  Murthly 
Castle  water,  Mr.  Graeme  Whitelaw  killed  two  fish, 
231b.  and  191b.,  and  Mr.  Whatelaw,  one,  161b.  Mr. 
Wodehouae,  four,  18lb.,  181b.,  181b.,  and  111b.,  on 
Benchill  and  Catholes.  Mr.  A.  H.  Constable,  one, 
161b.,  and  Dr.  Foster,  one,  231b.,  on  Stanley.  Mr. 
Wm.  Maxwell,  one,  21  lb.,  on  Upper  Scone.  The 
Duke  of  Bedford  and  party  continue  to  have  good 
sport  on  Meikleour  and  Stobhall  beats  on  the  upper 
reaches.  Mr.  P.  M.  Coats'  fisherman  killed  one  fish 
of  141b.  on  Grandtully  Castle  water,  and  on  the 
River  Tummell  caught  two  fish,  18lb.  and  171b., 
at  Bonskied.  Mr.  N.  Macdonald,  one,  161b.,  at 
Faskally. — A.  A. 

Thurso,  Brora,  and  Helmsdale.  —  On  the 
Thurso,  Mr.  Finlayson  had  two  fish  of  8lb.  each  on 
Beat  5  on  March  28,  one  of  71b.  on  March  31,  one 
of  71b.  on  Beat  6  on  April  2,  and  one  of  131b.  on 
Beat  5  on  April  3  ;  Mr.  Miller  had  two  of  21  lb.  and 
71b.  on  Beat  7  on  March  28,  and  two  of  7|lb.  and 
6^1b.  on  March  31  ;  Mr.  Arkwright  got  three  fish 
(one  of  231b.)  on  Beat  7  on  April  2  ;  Mr.  Black  had 
one  of  .9ilb.  on  Beat  4  on  April  2,  and  one  of  71b. 
on  April  3.  On  the  Brora,  on  Mr.  McCorquodale's 
rod,  three  fish  were  got  on  March  28,  three  on 
March  30,  and  one  on  March  31  ;  Major  Bumell 
Milnes  had  one  fish  on  March  31  ;  Mr.  Hall  had 
f  OUT  fish  on  the  upper  water  on  April  1  ;  the  Duchess 
of  Sutherland  has  fished  the  river  for  two  days, 
but  had  no  luck ;  the  Duke  of  Portland  fished  on 
April  1  and  3,  and  got  two  fish  on  the  latter  date. 
On  the  Helmsdale  very  few  fish  are  being  got. 
From  Jan.  11  up  to  the  end  of  the  month  a  total  of 
1 55  fish  were  killed  by  twelve  rods,  while  on  the 
Brora  110  have  been  killed  by  two  rods  since 
Feb.  11.  Major  Burnell  Milnes  and  Mr.  MoCorquo- 
dale  finished  their  stay  at  Brora  with  a  total  of 
UO  fish  for  the  six  weeks'  angling.  This  total, 
while  comparing  favourably  with  other  rivers  this 
season,  is  about  1 40  fish  behind  last  year's  catch. 
— ^Ultima  Thule. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
All  the  streams  in  the  Border  district  have  since 
my  last  notes  been  running  in  excellent  ply,  and 
on  the  main  streams  (Tweed  and  Teviot)  salmon 
angling  has,  as  a  general  rule,  been  indulged  in  to 
a  very  great  extent.    Trout  fishing  is  also  now  in 
full  swing,  and  many  baskets  have  been  got  both 
with  fly  and  minnow.    On  April  2,  Mr.  James  Blake, 
on  the  Teviot,  on  the  Long  Pool  cast,  killed  a 
clean-run  salmon  of  6|lb.  with  minnow;   on  the 
same  river,  at  a  cast  known  as  "  The  Trye  Me,"  JVJr. 
A.  G.  Cameroa  killed  a  brace  weighing,  4 Jib.  and 
6|lb.  with  minnow;  up  to  the  present  time  Mr. 
Cameron  has  had  five  fish  from  this  stream,  and 
Mr.  Blake  five  from  the  same  river.    On  Monday, 
on  the  Junction  (Ednam  House  water),  Mr.  James 
Tait  killed  a  salmon  of  ylb.  and  a  yellow  trout  of 
31b.    On  the  Simlaws  water,  Mr.  D.  Hill  lost  a  fine 
clean  salmon,  and  landed  a  large  baggit,  which 
was,  of  course,  returned.    On  the  lower  reaches 
some  good  sport  has  also  been  obtained.    Mr.  Miller, 
on  the  Lees  water,  killed  his  first  salmon  of  9lb.  ; 
Mr.  Prenderguest,  one,  ^lh. ;  and  Mr.  Dean,  one! 
71b.     Mr.  E.  H.  Rudyard,  on  the  Cornhill  water 
(Major  Collingwood's),  had  a  fine  fish  of  81b.,  while 
on  theTwizell  water  he  had  a  spring-run  fish  of  81b., 
and  Mr.  A.  H.  Rudyard  killed  a  brace  of  salmon  on 
the  same  water, of  16 Jib.  and  91b.    On  the  Wark 
North  water,  Mr.  C.  S.  Manderson  killed  the  heaviest 
salmon  of    the  season  on  this  water,  the  fish 
weighing  exactly  20Jlb ;  Mr.  Argood  had  one  of 
91b.  ;  Mr.  James  Kerse  killed  a  brace  of  61b.  and 
101b. ;   Mr.  J.  Pordy,  one  of  15lb.    On  the  West 
Green,  Mr.  Andrew  Cameron  killed  the  first  basket 
of  trout  with  fly  for  the  season— half  a  dozen  fish 
weighing  3|lb.     On  the   Simlaws  water,  on  the 
Teviot  on  April  3,  Mr.  James  Kerse,  fisherman,  had 
a.  basket  of  trout  with  minnow  and  fly  which 
weighed  9Jlb.,  three  of  his  fish  being  lib.  each 
On  the  Tweed,  Mr.  W.  Fairbairn  had  41b.  on 
Monday,  and  on  Tuesday  Mr.  James  Brooks  had 
.51b.  with  minnow.    On  the  Teviot,  Mr.  Geo.  Lamb 
had  61b.  of  trout  with  minnow,  one  of  his  trout 
being  l|lb. ;  Mr.  Archibald  Pringle,  41b.  ;  Mr.  Jame  4 
Affleck,  Heiton,  had  a  basket  of  6lb.  at  Simlaws 
Mill,  amongst  them  being  four  grayling,  one  of 
them  weighing  1  lb.    The  Tweed  net  salmon  fishings 
were  very  much  interfered  with  last  week,  and  it 
was  only  on  April  2  that  a  8tar4;  was  again  got. 
— Maxwheel. 

Tyne,  N.B.— Fishing  with  fly  near  East  Linton, 
on  April  2,  Thomas  G.  Robb  had  seventeen  trout 
61b.  2oz.  ;  Provost  Maeintyre,  thirteen  trout  •  and 

Jame 5  A.  Cowan,  five  trout.    It  was  a  stormy  day  

wind  and  rain  spoiled  our  casting,  and  a  good  many 
trout  were  lost  in  running  them.  The  flies  I  killed 
with  were  March  Brown,  Woodcock,  Hare's  Ear, 
and  Greenwell.— MaKch  Brown. 


IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bandon  River    (co.    Cork).  —  The  following 

salmon  were  taken  during  the  past  week:  Mr,  J. 

O.  Jameson,  four,  averaging  UJlb.  ;  Mr.  Geoffrey- 
Jameson,  four,  averaging  lO.Vlb.  ;  and  Mrs.  Jameson, 
two,  8pb.,  lOJlb.  Mr.  Miner,  one,  171b.;  Mr.  J. 
H.  Morton,  one,  101b.  ;  Mr.  C.  Donovan,  one  GUb  ■ 
Mr.  David  Wren,  one,  10 Jib.  ;  Mr.  J.  Hayes,  one' 
8Jlb.  ;  Mr.  J.  Gallwan,  one,  7.Vlb.  ;  Mr.  W.  Dineon' 
one,  6Jlb. ;  Mr.  T.  G.  Duplissis,  two,  8Jlb.,  101b  • 
also  a  brown  trout,  51b. ;  Mr.  P.  Burns,  14 Jib. ;  Mr' 
S.  W.  Hosford,  one,  8Jlb.— W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  Crossgar  is  in  fair 
trim  ;  the  same  applies  to  the  Lagan,  the  best  catch 
on  the  former  having  been  fourteen  trout.  Fishing 
has  not  yet  started  properly  on  the  Woodburn 
waters,  and  only  a  few  fish  have  been  killed  on 
Lough  Mourne. — J.  A.  B. 

Boyne  (Navan).— Sport  during  the  past  fortnight 
has  been  most  poor,  notwithstanding  that  the  rivers 
in  other  directions  have  been  in  continuous  flood. 
Here  we  have  only  had  a  little  rise  of  a  few 
mches  during  the  fortnight,  and  this  was  ac- 
companied by  gales,  rendering  angling  impossible. 
Now  we  are  experiencing  keen,  hard  frosts 
at  night,  and  the  river  has  run  down  to  summer 
level,  so  that  until  we  get  genial  April  weather 
sport  cannot  be  expected.  1  can  hear  of  no  fish 
having  been  taken  except  on  Blackcastle  Upper 
Water,  where  Sir  Francis  Ley  had  five  of  3)  lb 
281b.,  241b.,  181b.  and  6lb. ;  Lady  Ley,  one  of  191b" 
Mr.  Christopher  Ley,  one  of  11  lb.,' and  the  fisher- 
men, two,  of  201b.  and  161b.--BoyNE  Ranger. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal).— Sport  continues 
good.  Mr.  \V.  F.  Beart  landed  four  fine  sprine 
salmon,  on  March  3,  4.  and  6,  of  151b.,  13  Jib  ,  141b 
and  111b.;  Mr.  J.  Johnston,  two,  11  lb.  and  91b' 
Trouting  was  also  good  during  the  past  week  and 
on  April  7  the  weather  was  splendid  and  the'river 
in  peifect  fishing  order. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers.— The  Ballinderry  is  in  nice 
order  for  the  fly  just  now  after  the  very  heavy  flood-i 
of  the  past  three  weeks.  On  the  Kildrees  reaches 
above  Cooktown,  the  March  Brown  and  Red  Palmer 
have  accounted  for  many  baskets.  The  Black  water 
18  also  getting  into  trim,  and  on  the  Torrent  local 
men  have  done  well. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).— Trouting 
on  the  Erne  continues  good,  and  a  fine  spring  salmon 
weighmg  almost  301b.,  was  captured  in  the  Box 
fishery  a  few  days  ago. — M.  Rooan  and  Sons. 

Killarney. — The  weather  having  become  more 
favourable,  sport  has  improved,  both  with  salmon 
and  trout.     Prospects  *re  good  as  the  fish  are 

numerous  and  the  water  in  nice  order.  T.  J.  D. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork), — River  was  in  good  order, 
but  is  now  getting  low  and  clear.    On  the  Fart^us' 
Fishery,  Lt.-Col.  Curtis,  R.A.M.C.,  landed  seven 
salmon  in  two  days,  61b.,  71b.,  71b.,  81b.,  91b.,  101b 
and  121b.;  Mr.  S.  Haynes  had  two,  101b    101b  • 
and  Lt.-Col.   McCartie,    I.M.S.,    one,    81b.  On 
Mashonagiass,  Mr.  J.  Barry,  two,  6ib.,  101b.  On 
Warrenscourt,  the  Hon.  C.  H.  Lister,  three  81b 
91b.,  181b.    On  William's  Water,  Mr.  J.  O'Leary! 
one,   13ib.,  and  Mr.  W.  Howard,  one,  91b.  On 
Ashton,  Mr.  C.  W.  Ashe,  two,  8Jlb.,  131b.,  and 
Capt.  Herrick,  two,  4Jlb.,  11  lb.  'On  Nettleville 
Mr.  D.  Riordan,  two,  8lb.,  131b.,  and  Mr   F  St' 
Leger  Carter,  three,  101b.,  181b.,  22ilb.    On  Car'hue,' 
Capt.  Soltan-Symens,  Durham  Light  Infantry,  one' 
17Jlb.    On  Crook's  Water,  Mr.  Sarsfield,  three,  81b.! 
91b.,  91b.    On  Leehans,  Mr.  E.  Lyons,  three,'  61b  ' 
81b.,  141b.,  and  Mr.  M.  Lyons,  one,  81b.    On  Oakl 
grove,  Mr.  E.  Pike,  one,  7ilb.,  and  Mr.  Somers 
Payne,   two,    151b.,  161b.     On  Cronody,  Mr  F 
McCarthy,  one,  5Jlb.    On  Castleinch,  Mr.  J.  O'Brien 
two.  41b.,  101b.,  and  Mr.  L.  O'Connor,  one,  111b' 
At  Carrigadrohid,  Mr.  F.  St.  Leger  Carter,  three 
5Jlb.,  91b.,  161b.    On  Connell's  Water,  Mr.  R  e' 
Pope,  two,  101b  ,  I5lb.— W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Lennon  (co.  Donegal).— Out  from  McDevitt's 
Hotel,  Milford,  the  Earl  of  Eglinton  and  Winton 
and  party  have  killed  the  following  spring  salmon 
from  Feb.  24  until  March  27  at  the  Ramelton  Pool : 
— Lord  Eglinton,  forty-five,  weighing  131b.  91b 
81b.,  101b.,  81b.,  12lb.,  91b.,  101b.,  Sib.,  1  lib  'u  lb  ' 
81b.,  91b.,  81b.,  101b.,  9lb.,  331b..  101b.,  Sib  91b" 
91b.,  91b.,  101b.,  101b.,  91b.,  11  lb  ,  91b.,  101b  101b" 
101b.,  91b.,  81b.,  11  lb.,  91b.,  11  lb.,  91b.,  9ilb  81b" 
11  lb.,    101b.,  131b.,   11  lb.;   91b.,  111b.,   and  91b! 
Lord  Montgomerie,two,;91b.  each.    Mr.  C.  E  Grant 
four,  71b.,  101b.,  9lb.,  and  81b.    Mrs.  C.  E.  Grant' 
three,  9Jlb,,  1011).,  and  91b.    Captain  Featherston- 
haugh,  fourteen,  101b.,  91b.,  81b.,  Tilb.,  101b  ,  I31b 
101b.,  lllb.,101b.,  91b.,  1.51b.,  11  lb.,  91b.,  and  81b 
— M.  A.  McCreadie. 

Lough  Currane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).  

The  weather  has  become  more  seasonable.  On 
March  31  John  T.  SulUvan  had  one  salmon,  91b  • 
John  J.  Sullivan,  one,  8lb. ;  Patrick  M.  Currane 
one,  81b.    On  April  1.  Patrick  M.  Curraae.  one* 
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SUIT  LENGTHS 


Homespun  " 


Variety  of  Shades ;  Pure  Wool ;  unexcelled  for  Style  and  Hard  Wear. 


Fop  angling,  SHOOTING,  and  GOLFING 
SUITS  and  COSTUMES  any  of  the  cloths 
ean  now  be  supplied  EXTRA  SHRUNK  and 
RAINPROOFED  at  a   small   extra  charg-e. 

When  treated  by  this  process  (which  renders  them  rain  but  not  air 
proof,  and   ENTIRELY  OBVIATES    SHRINKING)  the 

Bantry  Tweeds  form  ideal  materials  for  these  purposes  as  well  as 
for  General  wear. 

Patterns  free  from  THOMAS  COPITHORNE,  Bantry,  Ireland. 


4  Leading  Specialities  for 
the  Season, 

GREGSOM'S  PATENT  SPRING  CLASP,  for  fishing  rod  joints, 
will  save  you  endless  trouble  and  anxiety.  By  the  use  of  these  clasps 
the  joints  cannot  turn,  the  rings  are  always  in  a  straight  line,  and  the 
joints  cannot  come  out.  Simple  to  fit.  //»  per  set,  post  free,  or  send 
us  your  rod  with  postal  order,  value  1/6,  and  we  will  fit  the  clasps  and 
return  by  next  post. 

GREGSON'S  2.PIECE  TAKE-DOWN  NET  STAFF,  with  the 
patent  clasp,  is  ahead  of  aU  others ;  well  finished,  and  only  occupies  half 
the  room  of  others.    4/6,  post  free. 

GREGSON'S  OOLLAPSIBIE  LANDING  NET,  the  best  and  only  net 
of  this  description  on  the  market.    12/6  complete.    Salmon  size,  17 /6m 

THE  GREGSON  BAG,  suitable  for  anglers,  shooters,  cyclists,  tourists,  and 
all  sportsmen,  post  free,  2/m 

GREGSON  &  CO.,  Fishing  Tackle  Maimers, 

BLACKBURN.  TKr.  0828. 


We  introduced  some  time  ago  the 

"Spider  Web 


5) 


Line  which  has  been  appreciated  by  Pike 
Fishermen  who  spin  from  the  reel  to  such  an 
extent  that  we  have  sold  out  several  times. 


We  have  now  prepared  a  good  stock  in  antici- 
pation of  a  big  demand  by  Salmon  Fishers  who 
want  an  absolutely  reliable  line  for  spinning. 


Henry  Milward  &l  Sons,  Ltd, 


(Wholesale  Oaly.) 


BEWARE 


of  People  assuminfi^  and  trading:  In  the  nanne 
of  Ogden.  AVOID  disappointment  by 
dealing   at  the  old-established  shop. 


JAMES  OGDEN 


Durham  Rancer 


PRACTICAL  ANGLER,  AND  MANUFACTURER  OF 
EVERY  DESCRIPTION  OF  FISHING  TACKLE. 


Maker  of  High'Ciass  Sainton,  Grilse,  and  Trout  RotiSm 


Joui  Seen 


The  Best  and  most  Artistic  Fly  Dressers  known  are  in  the  employ  of  JAMES  OQDEN. 

Jas.  Ogden's  "Multum  in  ParYo"  Fly  Rod,  21/- 

A  BETTER  FLY  ROD  IS  BEYOND  THE  ART  OF  ROD  MAKING.   SENT  ON  APPROVAL  FOR  INSPECTION. 


IMPORTANT  CAUTION. 

The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  Fishing  Tackle  Business 

Telephone  27YS.  ifl   Cheltenham,,  Telegrams;  "James  Ogden." 
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lOilb.  On  April  2,  Mr.  Lescher,  one,  91b. ;  Kev. 
Charles  J.  Steward,  one,  9^1b.  On  April  3,  C!on 
Currane,  one,  9Jlb.  ;  P.  M.  Currane,  two,  111b.  and 
lOJlb.  On  April  4,  Mr.  E.  B.  Tranfield,  one,  V^lb.  ; 
Mr.  Lescher,  one,  6|lh.  On  April  5,  Mr.  W  .  P. 
McElligott,  one,  9Jlb.— T.  J.  D. 

Lon^h  MeWin.  —  Salmon  fishing  has  only 
practically  began  to-day  (April  7)  with  Lord  C. 
Cunningham,  Mr.  H.  W.  Walker,  and  Mr.  .J.  A. 
Troup.  These  anglers  are  staying  at  Scott's  Hotel. 
Trouting  was  good  on  the  lake  during  the  past 
week — M.  Rogan  ajxd  Sons. 

Mourne  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone). — 
The  Moume,  under  the  influence  of  the  sun  and 
north-easterly  winds,  should  soon  fish  well  with  the 
artificial  fly.  There  is  a  fine  head  of  trout  in  the 
river.  The  best  catch  so  far  was  one  of  fourteen 
trout,  from  21b.  down,  taken  by  a  local  professional, 
Molloy.  Major  J.  E.  Carter,  Major  Conlon,  Mr. 
Dobson,  and  some  other  anglers  have  arrived  at  the 
Abercorn  Hotel.  On  the  Owenkillew,  Glenelly,  and 
Strule  some  good  catches  of  trout  were  made  since 
April  1.— J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Water  in  good  order, 
ond  the  pools  well  stocked  with  fish  both  on  the 
upper  and  lower  reaches.  Tlie  fishing  should  improve 
now  as  the  weather  is  fine  with  south  winds,  and 
the  water  is  coming  down.  Some  kelts  were  taken 
during  the  week.  Lough  Conn  is  well  stocked  with 
fish  as  the  nets  are  off  the  upper  reaches,  and  in  a 
few  days  the  water  will  be  all  right  for  fishing  there. 
Some  trout  were  got  during  the  last  few  days. — 
John  Devbbs. 

Moy  (Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen,  Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — The  weather  has  taken  up  fine,  and  the 
river  and  loughs  will  be  in  order  soon,  no  doubt ; 
from  all  the  high  floods  we  have  had,  there  will  be 
plenty  of  clean  fish  ,in  all  the  pools,  and  a  good 
number  must  have  gone  on  to  the  loughs.  The 
salmon  anglers  are  getting  a  great  number  of  clean 
fish  from  121b.  to  231b. — Jim  Heabns  and  Sons. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The  past  few  days 
have  shown  a  marked  improvement  in  the  weather, 
which  is  now  bright  and  warm.  The  water  is  rather 
bright,  but  should  be  in  good  order  in  a  day  or  two. 
On  Doonass,  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams  killed  one  salmon, 
281b.  On  Newgarden  the  fishermen  killed  one 
salmon,  181b.  On  Woodlands  the  fishermen  killed 
one  salmon,  21^1b. ;  and  Capt.  E.  B.  Place,  one 
salmon,  19Jlb. — John  Enbioht  and  Son. 

Shannon  (Killaloe).— During  the  month  of 
March  Mr.  A.  H.  Browne,  fishing  Mr.  A.  Parker's 
water  at  Killaloe,  killed  fifteen  salmon,  averaging 
14 Jib.,  and  Mr.  H.  M.  Bird  one  of  11  lb. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Sea  angling  has  been  resumed 
here,  and  good  sport  is  now  being  had  at  pollack. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Castletown  (co.  Cork). — The  weather  is  now 
favourable  and  pollack  fishing  has  been  resumed 
with  much  success. — T.  J.  D. 

Plymouth. — Sport  has  been  rather  quiet  during 
the  last  week  ;  the  weather  has  not  been  unfavour- 
able, but  somehow  the  fish  have  not  been  sporting. 
A  few  school  bass  have  been  caught  at  the  West 
Wharf  in  Mill  Bay,  but  sport  was  spasmodic — you 
might  go  out  several  times  without  any  luck.  The 
Spring  pollack  are  not  in  yet,  although  they  should 
be  here  before  now.  I  hear  they  are  being  taken  on 
the  far  grounds  outside  the  Mewstone,  but  that  is 
rather  far  from  here  in  a  small  boat,  and  it  is  no 
good  going  after  these  fish  in  a  large  boat,  as  you 
must  go  near  the  rocks  where  the  pollack  abound. 
We  are  hoping  that,  granted  fine  weather  during 
the  week,  sport  will  improve. — William  Heabdek. 


KINGSTON  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY'S 
ANNUAL  DINNER. 


Tms  took  place  at  the  Sun  Hotel  on  Monday 
evening,  April  6th,  with  Mr.  A.  Drinkwater,  Presi- 
dent, in  the  chair.  The  attendance  was  not  so 
large  as  usual,  but  most  of  the  active  members 
were  present  with  Messrs.  J.  A.  Chisholme  and  Mr. 
J.  Eyre,  respectively  Chairman  and  Secretary  of 
the  Thames  Anglers'  Preservation  Society,  as  guests. 
The  chief  toast  of  the  evening,  "The  K.P.S."  and 
health  of  the  Chairman  was  proposed  by  Coun- 
cillor T.  Lyne  in  a  speech  which  was  both 
humorous  and  effective.  The  retiring  hon.  sec, 
Mr.  W.  H.  Rogers,  was  thanked  for  his  past  ser- 
vices, and  in  reply  said  that  he  thought  the  Society 
had  secured  a  thoroughly  capable  successor  in 
Mr.  W.  T.  Carrington.  The  harmony  of  the  evening 
was  furnished  by  Messrs.  Bouquet,  Chisholme, 
Seeds,  James,  O'Biordan,  Martin,  Stanley,  and 
Rogerg,  while  Mrs.  Rogers  officiated  at  the  piano. 


^otcs  from  i^c  ^oxti). 

With  the  advent  of  April  comes  a  new  race  of 
anglers  to  hotel  waters  and  those  reaches  that  are 
not  fished  on  long  leases. 


The  Dee  is  particularly  strong  in  this  respect,  and 
last  week  saw  the  new  rods  out  for  the  first  time. 
It  was  a  matter  of  "  welcome  the  coming,  speed  the 
parting  guest." 

The  Tor-na-Coil  Hotel,  Deeside,  is  just  about 
finished.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clever,  the  acconiphshed 
host  and  his  wife,  are  striving  to  get  things  ship- 
shape before  the  season  is  much  older.  It  will  be 
one  of  the  finest  angling  hotels  in  the  North.  It  is 
purely  an  angler's  paradise,  and  of  the  highest  order. 

The  fishermen  have  won  aneut  the  ice-pack  on 
the  Dee.  Last  "  fresh  " — that  is,  about  Christmas — 
a  fleet  of  boats  came  into  the  Dee  (tidal),  and  asked 
refuge.  They  got  it,  and  then  a  flood  came  away. 
They  were  jammed  in  the  ice,  and  the  Town  Council 
have  now  to  pay  up  for  not  having  more  room. 


If  anyone  coming  North  wishes  a  cast  on  the  Don, 
just  write  a  note  to  the  Provost  of  Inverurie,  and 
he  will  fiu'nish  him  with  a  permit,  free. 


The  Inverurie  people  do  not  object  to  strangers, 
but  there  are  so  many  poacliers  under  the  guise  of 
anglers  that  they  have  adopted  this  plan.  It  is 
little  enough. 


On  the  other  parts  of  the  Don  where  baskets  of 
trout  can  be  made  galore  just  now  tickets  have 
to  be  bought.  But  the  charge  is  nominal,  and 
mostly  mere  charges  such  as  Is.  6d.  at  Kintore. 


The  March  Brown,  Hare's  Ear.  and  Greenwell's 
CJlory  are  the  best  taking  flies — Nos.  9  and  10  for 
brownies  and  11  and  12  for  sea-trout. 

Special  Scotch. 


Jlssoctaftotts,  cfc. 

The  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  published  on 
Thursday,  April  16,  in  consequence  of  Good 
Friday  falling  on  April  17.  All  communications 
intended  for  insertion  in  that  issue  must  reach  the 
office  on  Tuesday  evening,  Ap)ril  14,  at  latest. 


Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 

I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  many  thanks  the  re- 
ceipt of  £5  148.  North-East  Brothers  box  ;  £3  7s. 
Hoxton  Brothers  box ;  and  £3  Stockwell  A.S. 
Concert. — W.  H.  Barber,9,  Hetlev-road,  Shepherd's 
Bush. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
At  the  usual  weekly  meeting  held  on  Wednesday, 
April  1,  two  new  members  were  elected.  Mr. 
Dalmer  presided  at  the  committee  meeting  on 
Thursday,  April  2,  when  several  important 
matters  were  dealt  with,  and  it  was  decided 
to  hold  the  annual  general  meeting  on  Wednesday, 
April  29,  at  London  headquarters.  Fishing  at 
Harefield  the  week-end  Mr.  W^ood  Barrett  had  two 
rainbow  trout,  best  21b.  5oz.  ;  Mr.  Dalmer  a  chub 
of  41b.  12oz.,  returned;  Mr.  Crisp  a  trout  and  a 
jack  ;  and  Mr.  Burrows  a  jack. — H.  W.  S. 

City  of  Lojstdon  Piscatorial  Society. 
At  Masons'  Hall  Tavern,  on  Tuesday,  April  7,  a 
busy  committee  meeting  was  held,  presided  over  by 
Mr.  Frank  James,  previously  to  the  customary 
weekly  gathering,  which  was  very  well  attended, 
Blr.  F.  E.  Loneon  taking  the  chair.  Fully  accounted 
for  by  unpropitious  weather,  and  the  close  of  the 
Season,  fishing  reports  were  conspicuously  absent, 
although  sundry  members  had  visited  the  Society's 
fisheries.  A  gentleman,  previously  proposed,  was 
balloted  for  and  duly  elected,  a  ballot  for  another 
member  being  only  prevented  by  a  technical  diffi- 
culty. A  "house  supper"  wiU  take  place  at 
7  p.m.  precisely  on  Tuesday,  April  28,  many  names 
being  handed  in  of  gentlemen  intending  to  be 
present ;  other  members  who  may  wish  to  take  part 
should  communicate  with  Mr.  E.  P.  Beamont,  who 
has  kindly  offered  to  take  charge  of  the  arrange- 
ments. Two  members  of  another  angling'society  hav- 
ing inadvertently  tresptissed — for  fishing  purposes 
— on  the  C.  L.  P.  S.  Wraysbury  water,  a  public  apology 
from  the  offenders  was  read,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
no  further  proceedings  will  have  to  be  taken  to 
prevent  imauthorised  fishing.  The  usual  toast  and 
a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  closed  the 
meeting.  Mr.  J.  W.  Martin  ("The  Trent  Otter") 
will  read  a  paper,  "Jottings  from  an  OldAngler's 
Memory,"  on  May  5  next.    Members  will  do  well  to 


take  a  note  of  this  date,  for  Mr.  Martin's  papers  are 
always,  as  Walton  sajs,  "choicely  good." — Hon. 

Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
The  twenty -seventh  annual  dinner  of  this  society 
was  held  at  the  Holborn  R-jstaurant  on  April  7.  Mr. 
H.  T.  Sheringham  (Angling  Editor  of  the  Fte/d)  presid- 
ing. The  dinner  was  well  served  under  the  personal 
superintendence  of  the  hotel  manager,  and  judging 
from  the  remarks  made  by  members  and  visitors 
gave  entire  satisfaction.  The  chairman  spoke  in 
eulogistic  terms  when  proposing  the  toasts  of  the 
"Gresham,"  and  Mr.  H.  D.  Turner,  in  a  neat 
speech, thanked  Mi-.  Sheringham  for  his  kind'y  words. 
A  very  syni pathetic  message  was  received  from  Mr. 
W.  Senior,  and  gave  great  satisfaction.  The  toasts  of 
the  I'  Ladies  and  Visitors,"  the  "  Press  "  and  "  The 
Chairman  "  were  in  good  hands  in  the  persons  of 
A.  G.  Spaull,  C.  F.  F.  Buckingham,  and  A.  C. 
Denham.  An  excellent  programme  of  music  was 
gone  through  under  Mr.  Powles  West's  ablemanase- 
ment,  the  songs  being  first-rate  both  in  quality  and 
execution.  Altogether  adelightful  evening  was  spent. 
There  will  be  an  exhibition  of  fly-fishing  materials 
at  the  Manchester  Hotel  on  Tuesday  next,  and 
visitors  from  other  clubs  will  be  cordially  welcomed. 
Fishing  at  Chesham,  owing  to  the  cold  weather,  has 
been  rather  poor,  but  a  few  good  trout  have  been 
secured. — Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society.  . 
The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  above  Society 
was  held  at  the  Bedlord  Head  Hotel,  on  Wednesday, 
April  1.  The  Hon.  Treasurer's  report  and  balance 
sheet  were  adopted,  and  the  officers  and  committee 
of  the  society  were  elected  for  the  present  season. 
Mr.  H.  Dunn  was  awarded  the  cup  for  the  best 
fish  taken  during  the  year,  and  Mr.  W.  T.  Att- 
wood  secured  the  cup  for  the  second  best  fish. 
The  Rev.  J.  Adams  was  successful  in  capturing  the 
best  f  sh  from  the  club  fisheries,  and  was  awarded 
the  trophy  for  his  splendid  trout  taken  on  the  fly  in 
June  last.  Mr.  W.  T.  Attwood  holds  the  champion- 
ship and  challenge  cup  for  the  year  with  a  record 
number  of  points,  and  thirteen  medal  fish  have 
been  weighed  in  during  a  season  which  has  been  a 
fiourishing  one,  both  financially  and  numeri- 
cally. Two  new  members  were  elected  at  the 
meeting,  leaving  one  or  two  vacancies  only.  Mem- 
bers, therefore,  who  have  friends  anxious  to  join, 
should  apply  at  once,  as  it  is  not  thought  desirable 
to  largely  increase  our  numbers.  The  fortieth 
annual  dinner  takes  place  at  headquarters  on 
April  29,  when  our  president,  Mr.  W.  Senior,  will 
occupy  the  chair.  Several  nice  trout  have  been 
captured  from  our  Farnham  fishery,  Mr.  W.  T. 
Attwood  weighing  in  one  of  lib.  3oz. — Hon.  Sec. 
Piscatorial  Society. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell  was  chairman  at  our  meeting 
last  Monday,  when  several  members  stated  that 
they  had  opened  the  trout  fishing  season.  The 
only  captures  worth  recording,  however,  were  by 
our  president,  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown,  and  Mr.  A.  C. 
Poole,  who,  on  the  opening  day  on  the  Itchen,  took 
fourteen  brace  of  trout,  besides  some  grayling,  most 
of  the  fish  being  returned.  The  chairman  reported 
the  capture  of  a  12  Jin.  trout  (returned)  in  the 
"  three  fields,"  and  a  splendid  fish  of  41b.  from  a 
private  portion  of  the  Kennet.  The  society  has 
decided  to  take  the  part  of  the  Lambourn  between 
Shaw  Bridge  and  the  cottages  for  the  use  of  its 
members,  no  Sunday  fishing  being  permitted,  and 
not  more  than  four  rods  to  be  on  the  water  at  the 
same  time.  I  also  wish  to  remind  members  that 
they  will  be  required  to  show  their  permits  before 
being  allowed  to  fish. — ^Hon.  Sec. 

Sutton  Angling  Society. 

The  third  annual  meeting  of  the  above  society 
was  held  at  the  headquarters,  the  Jenny  Lind, 
Sutton,  on  March  31.  Mr.  L.  S.  Snell,  owing  to  the 
absence  of  the  president  through  illness,  presided. 
The  agenda  included  several  matters  of  importance, 
such  as  the  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing 
season,  alteration  in  the  dates  of  committee  meet- 
ings, the  affiliation  to  the  Anglers'  Association,  the 
weights  for  specimen  sea-fish  from  pier  and  boats, 
etc.  The  chairman  urged  the  members  to  turn  out 
in  full  force  whenever  possible,  and  with  a  view  to 
securing  a  larger  attendance  he  proposed  that 
separate  prizes  be  awarded  by  the  club  for  gross 
weight  of  fish  caught  during  the  season  at  official 
outings  only,  every  member  to  be  credited  (for 
the  purpose  of  these  special  prizes  only)  with  21b. 
weight  for  every  such  outing,  and  it  was  left  to  the 
committee  to  arrange  details.  The  hon.  treasurer 
showed  a  very  satisfactory  balance  on  the  right 
side.  It  was  agreed  to  have  the  usual  annual 
dinner,  and  arrangements  for  same  were  left  to  the 
committee.  Votes  of  thanks  to  the  retiring  officers 
and  to  the  chairman  terminated  tbe  proceedings, — 
Hon.  Sec. 
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Mr.  PicKTTr,  the  indefatigable  secretary,  did  deal 
with  the  subject  of  the  "  Compleat  Sea  Angler  "  at 
Wednesday's  meeting.  He  did  not  write  a  paper, 
but  he  talked,  and  to  some  purpose.  On  this 
subject  he  Avas  a  full  man — he  is  always  a  ready 
one — and  the  members  patiently  listened  while 
being  told  what  they  ought  to  be,  and  lilve 
good  sportsmen,  took  the  telling  kindly.  In  close 
contact  as  Mr.  Pickup  is  with  some  1200  members, 
he  feels  the  pulse  revealing  excellencies  and  defects, 
and  with  his  strong  and  typical  courage  of  opinion 
told  them  what  he  thought.  Science,  yes,  science 
was  good,  but  she  was  an  e.xacting  task  mistress, 
and  busy  business  men  seeking  the  relaxation  that 
comes  with  sport  could  never  deal  accurately  and 
successfully  with  the  vast  field  occupied  by  even 
the  humble  fish.  Listen  to  and  follow,  though  at  a 
distance,  the  master  when  he  came  down  to  the 
rooms  to  read  a  paper  he  might,  and  did  do,  and  to 
some  purpose.  But  then  he  was  privileged  to 
assist.  Did  not  all  the  scientists  tell  them  of  their 
great  need  for  the  assistance  of  accurate  observers. 
Let  the  complete  angler  render  this  service  and 
report  to  headquarters. 

-  As  to  the  sporting  side  of  the  subject.  The 
Compleat  Sea  Anglers  rejected  two  fallacies — • 
one  that  if  he  bought  a  rod,  line,  hook  and  bait  he 
was  thorouglily  equipped.  Now,  that  was  not  so. 
A  certain  amount  of  schooling  was  needful,  as  they 
would  find  out — and  this  the  society  supplied  in  a 
hundred  ways.  No  body  of  men  he  had  ever 
known  were  more  catholic  than  their  own  fellow- 
members.  And  books,  well,  they  had  their  use, 
and  the  result  of  quiet  study  at  home,  came  in  very 
usefully  in  the  boat. 
Then,  said  Mr.  Pickup,  concentrate,  take  up  a 


piece  of  the  vast  subject,  and  seek  perfection.  One 
species,  well  studied,  well  caught,  well  learned,  and 
well  talked  about  was  good  work  valued  by  the 
society. 

Another  fallacy  was  that  you  had  only  to  drop 
your  bait  into  the  sea  and  seciire  fish.  No,  you 
must  hunt  them — study  their  habitat,  learn  their 
grovmds.  Watch  and  note,  and  do  not  forget  the 
chai-ts  in  our  rooms  that  map  ovit  the  bottom  of  the 
soa  for  you,  and  if — as  must  be  at  times — you  get 
no  fish,  read  the  broad  page  of  nature  open  to  you, 
and  he  refreshed. 

The  so  mid  mind  in  the  sound  body  had  l)een 
described  to  them  by  specialists  as 'the  result  of 
athletic  games.  Let  the  active  brain  and  the  con- 
tented mind  characterise  the  Compleat  Sea  Angler. 

Do  not  forget,  said  Mr.  Pickup,  that  fish  were 
sent  to  be  eaten,  and  keep  your  attention  fixed  upon 
the  huge  importance  of  our  fish  food  supply.  The 
crass  ignorance  upon  this  subject  of  the  professional 
fishermen  and  boatmen  might  thus  be  a  little 
leavened. 

Of  course,  a  Com{)leat  Sea  Angler  must  know 
how  to  swim,  how  to  revive  the  apparently 
drowned  ;  to  know  something,  at  any  rate,  of  the 
boat  he  uses  and  how  to  handle  her — how  to  make 
his  port  if  caught,  as  one  of  the  members  recently, 
in  bad  weather  and  with  an  unconscious  boatman. 

But,  before  all,  let  the  Compleat  Sea  Angler  be  an 
observer.  Nature  opens  out  before  him  as  a  book. 
Let  him  read  and  record  and  come  and  tell  his 
fellow  members — they  will  listen  to  him.  And  after 
being  thus  "  lectured,"  the  audience  rose  in  thank- 
fulness to  Mr.  Pickup,  and  applauded. 

Further  good  advice  was  given  by  Messrs.  Ashby. 
Oakshott,  Bates,"  Summers,  Bass,  Stuart,  Hyde  and 
Mallett.  Mr.  Minchin  wound  up  the  subject  with 
most  kind  ^allusion  to  Mr.  Pickup's  services  and 
excellencies,  laying  stress  upon  the  fact  that  most 


of  the  amendments  made  in  the  Fishery  Laws 
had  come  as  a  result  of  amateur  action  as  distinct 
from  any  initiative  on  the  part  of  the  professional 
fiah  catcher. 

Mr.  W.  ,J.  Reynolds  occupied  the  chair  and,  with 
the  lecturer,  was  thanked. 

And  the  members  went  home  full  of  good  inten 
tions  as  a  result  of  the  evening's  talk. 

Next  Wednesday  a  paper  on  "  Trawling  on  the 
Zuk  Banks,"  illustrated  by  lantern  slides,  will  be 
read  by  Mr.  Herbert  C.  Geare.  H.  P. 


READING    AND    DISTRICT  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 


The  annual  dinner  given  to  the  bailiffs  employed 
by  this  Thames  Preservation  Society,  and  to  the 
Conservancy  lock-keepers  and  ferrymen  in  their 
district  (Goring  to  Shiplake)  was  held  on  Tuesday 
at  the  Great  Western  Hotel,  when  over  twenty 
sat  down,  and  spent  a  most  enjoyable  evening 
under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  Arthur  C.  Butler, 
V.P.  The  chairman  was  supported  by  Messrs. 
W.  Bonny,  T.  Mackrill,  W.  G.  Flanagan,  and 
Thos.  R.  Moore  (hon.  secretary),  members  of 
committee,  and  Mr.  Phillips  (Conservancy  Inspec- 
tor), and  Mr.  W.  Moss  was  in  the  vice-chair. 
Apologies  were  received  from  Mr.  W.  Walford 
Ridley  (president)  and  Mr.  CJhas.  F.  Simonds 
(hon.  treasurer),  and  Mr.  J.  Lawrie  (Conservancy 
Inspector  of  the  Upper  Thames).  The  toast  list 
was,  as  usual,  brief  and  to  the  point.  The  health 
of  his  Majesty  the  King  having  been  loyally 
drunk,  the  company  raised  a  glass  in  silence 
to  the  memory  of  Henry  Knight  and  Hy.  Holdway, 
two  of  the  senior  bailiffs  who  died  within  the  past 
few  weeks,  each  vaider  tragic  circumstances.  "  Pros- 


EstabliEhed  1819. 


HENRY  WHITTY, 

15,  BASNETT  STREET,  LIVERPOOL. 

Manufacturer  of   High=Class   Fishing  Rods 
and  Tackle. 


Greenheart  Rods  from  8/6  to  60/- 
Cane  Rods  for  Dapping  ...  30/- 
Cane  Rods  for  Spiiming  21/-  lo  30/- 


Split  Cane  Rods  from  7/6  to  100/- 
Leonard's  celebrated  Split 
Cane  Rods  for  Trout     £7  10s. 


Malloch's  Reels  and  "Kingfisher"  Lines 

GLASS   BOTTLE  TRAP 
FOR  MINNOWS. 

10  in.  by  4  in   price  3/6 

12  in.  by  6  in   „  4/6 


ROBERT  TURNBULL, 

Fishing  Rod  and  Taclde  Manufacturer, 
10  &  12,   HANOVER   street,  Edinburgh. 


FINEST  SELECTION  IN  THE  WORLD  OF 
RODS  AND  TACKLE  FOR  ANY  WATER, 

Everything  fresh  and  up-to-date. 
Quality— THE  BEST.  Prices— RIGHT. 

ANGLERS  WOULD  DO  WELL  TO  ORDER  NOW. 


Telegrams,  "  Tackle,  Edinburgh. " 


CATALOGUES  FREE. 


Second  Edition  How  Betidy.  2/-  net ;  2/3  post  free. 

THE  TROUT  FLY  DRESSER'S 
CABINET  OF  DEVICES. 

By  the  late  H.  G.  MeCLELLAND  (Athenian  of  the  "  Fishing  Gazette.") 

WITH    EIGHTY  ILLUSTRATIONS. 

♦  '  ♦  '   ' 

■■  nSHIKS  QAZEXXB  "  0F7ICB,  St  Dunstan's  Hon8«,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  K.O. 


••THE  STRUAN" 
REEL. 

WITH  FRICTION  BRAKE. 

(Patent  No.  ()04,406). 


I'lie  simplest,  most  effective,  ami 
eheai)est  Brake  Keel  ever  produced. 
Solid  cast  fiuicli-winditij;  barrel,  one 
centre  screw  only.  HaviOR  only  one 
screw  the  reel  can  be  tal<en  to  iiieces 
for  oiling,  &c.,  in  five  seconds. 

Made  in  sizes : 
2.i     2i       3       3i     3i      4  4{ 
15/-  16/-  17/6  18/6  20/-  22/6  25/- 

"The  Stpuan"  Patent  Elastic 
Lock-fast  Joint  fitted  to  any  Rod 
for  3/6. 

Telnrana  Fine  Undrawn  Gut. 

Special  consiixnment  of  this  season  s 
crop,  measuring  60  inches,  in  three 
thicknesses :— 3  x  fine,  1  x  fine,  and 
Kina.    Price  10/6  per  hank. 

Telarana  Nova  Twisted  Casts 
and  Traces,  for  Salmon,  Pike, 
and  Sea  Fishing.  Price  2/-  each. 
Vide  KlSHiNP.  GAZETTE,  Jan.  4, 1908. 


Price  List  and  Catalogue  post  free. 


WILLIAM  ROBERTSON,  Kc%'/i.^  27 


WelliDgton  St,  GLASGOW. 


'J'elegrams :  "  Flees,"  GLAfjriow. 


175,  PARK  STREBT,  QLASQOW,  S.S. 

The  largest  and  oldest  established  Fishing  Rod  Makers  to  the  Trade  in  Scotland. 
Wholesale  and  Export  only.  Price  Lists  on  Application. 


It  Smooths  the  Rugged  Path  of  Life. 

One  Trial  will  tell  more  than  we  can  say  of  Its 
qualities  as  a  Pipe  Tobacco. 

Xortoise-sKell 


Mild,  5d.  per  oz. 
I  Medium,  5d.  per  oz. 
Popular,  4hd.  per  oz. 


Mixtttre 


W.  A.  &  A.  C.  CHURCHMAN, 

Branch  of  the  Imperial  Tobacco  Co.  (of  Gt.  Britain  and 
Ireland)  Ltd.,  Ipswich. 


LA  PECHE  MODERNE." 


An  Illustrated  French  Angling  Paper  published  the  ist  and  i5th  of  each  montb. 
■  '        AnmiaZ  SubsciHption,  48,     ,   -    .■  . 

AU  comniunicatlone  should  be  addressed  to  the  Directors— Wybrs  Frerks,  SO,  Qual  de  Louvre.Parls. 
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perity  to  the  Asaociation,"  submitted  from  the 
/  Chair,  was  replied  to  by  the  Hon.  Secretary ; 
Mr.  Bonny  proposed  and  Mr.  Phillips  responded 
to  "The  Conservancy,"  and  tho  health  of 
"  The  Assistant  River  Keepers,"  given  by 
Mr.  Mackrill,  was  acknowledged  by  Mr.  George 
Ashley  (bailiff  at  Pangbourne),  and  Mr.  W. 
Knight  (Caversliam  Lock).  Capital  songs  were 
contributed  by  Messrs.  Bonny,  Moore,  Phillips, 
"Bill"  Moss,  L.  P.  Green,  J.  Keel,  Overy, 
Ashley,  and  others  ;  Mr.  Flanagan  told  some  quaint 
"  anecdotes,"  Mr.  Moore  gave  a  reading,  and  Mr. 
Edward  E.  Langston  helped  the  programme  with 
some  vocal  sketches  of  merit,  as  well  as  playing  the 
piano.  During  the  evening  the  men  were,  as  usual, 
presented  with  tobacco  and  silver-mounted  briar 
pipes. 


PFoviiieial  Angling  JJotes. 

The  Fishing  Gazette  will  he  published  on 
Thursday,  April  16,  in  consequence  of  Good 
Friday  falling  on  April  17.  All  communications 
intended  for  insertion  in  that  issue  must  reach  the 
office  on  Tuesday  evening,  April  14,  at  latest. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Trout  fishing  still  remains  very  quiet,  owing 
partly  to  the  unsettled  state  of  the  weather,  the 
cold  winds  having  done  much  to  prevent  fly  life 
from  being  seen  on  any  of  our  waters.    Some  few 
fish  have  been  taken,  chiefly  with  the  aid  of  the 
worm.    Very  few  rods  have  been  out,  the  majority 
of  our  members  looking  forward  to  Easter,  when 
all  likely  waters  for  providing  sport  will  be  visited 
far  and  near.    We  hope  by  then  to  have  more 
settled  weather,  and  to  make  up  for  the  present 
quiet  state  of  .things.    Excursions   are  running 
to    all    parts,    to    suit    all    classes    of  anglers. 
I  am  sorry  to  mention  that  the  canal  between  Low- 
some  Ford  and  Preston  Bagot  has  been  cleared  of 
fish  in  a  very  wholesale  manner  by  poachers.  This 
canal  is  about  fourteen  miles  from  Birmingham, 
and  is  a  favourite  resort  for  our  members  for  Satur- 
day and  Monday  afternoon  fishing.   Some  very  good 
roach  and  perch  have  been  caught  from  this  water, 
which  belongs  to  the  Great  Western  Railway  Co! 
They  have  been  informed  of  the  matter  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Birmingham  Association,  and  ac- 
tion is  being  taken  with  the  view  of  punishing 
the  offenders.     This  is  a  very  serious  matter, 
as  it  has  taken  place  in  the  close  season,  and  I  hope 
tliat  if  caught  tlic  offenders  will  be  severely  dealt 
with.  Club  dinners  and  smoking  concerts  are  all  the 
go  just  now.    The  concerts  are  very  successful  and 
do  much  to  pass  away  the  evenings-  during  the 
close  season.    The  old  established  Hearts  of  Oak 
Society  have  secured  a  nice  portion  of  the  Mease  at 
Eadingale.    The  water  is  noted  for  its  dace,  perch 
and  roach.     The  club  has  also  secured  another 
good  portion  of  the  Penk.  ,  Their  water  at  Acton  on 
this  river  has  produced  some  of  the  best  specimen 
dace  and  roach  in  the  Midlands,  which  have  been 
set  up,  and  are  now  to  be  seen  in  our  display  of  fish 
at  our  Birmingham  Exhibition.   The  club  has  some 
of  the  best  waters  of  any  club  in  our  city.  When 
our   new  North   Warwickshire    Railway  line  is 
opened  three  very  important  fishing  stations  will 
be  added  to  our  list.    The  G.W.R.  and  Midland 
Railway  are  making  arrangements  to  run  early 
Sunday  morning  trains  to  the  chief  fishing  stations 
on  their  lines  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  their 
ordinary  trains.    A  new  society  at  Smethwick  has 
applied  to  the  P. A. A.  for  affiliation.     The  com- 
mittee of  this  association  meets  at  the  White  Swan 
Edmund  Street,  Birmingham,  on  April  IL 


streams  are  now  in  good  order,  so  likewise  are  th 
Lincolnshire  streams.  The  Bain,  Ludd  and  Rose, 
are  nice  streams  to  fish  in  the  early  trout  season. 


FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Trout  fishing  should  now  be  very  good  on  all 
our  local  streams.  The  River  Hull  is  in  splendid 
order  for  either  fly  or  bait  fishing.  When  I  say 
bait  fishing  I  do  not  want  to  touch  the  fly  fisher- 
man so  much  that  he  will  put  us  down  as  '«pot 
hunters" — far  from  it.  Our  river,  the  Hull, 
contains  any  amount  of  fish  of  very  nearly  every 
description  you  might  mention,  but  in  the 
Driffield  Canal,  which  is  a  portion  of  the  River 
Hull,  there  are  some  \  fine  trout.  I  have 
caught  them  myself  in  that  canal  weighing  up  to 
21b.  8oz.,  and  I  have  heard  of  bigger  being  taken 
than  even  that  weight.  But  so  far  as  I  may  talk 
about  the  River  Hull  in  April  and  May,  in  the  lower 
portions,  which  are  connected  with  the  Humber, 
1  myself  have  caught  trout  weighing  81b.,  51b.,  and 
several  from  31b.  to  2^1b.  each  during  those 
months,  when  trout  are  in  the  best  perfection 
either  for  sport  or  the  table.     The   Cam  trout 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

A  fnw  trout  have  been  kiliofl  on  Windermere- 
mostly    at    tho    bottom    end,    Mr.  McNaught( 
being  about  the  most  successful.    The  char  netters 
have  been  making  sonio  big  hauls  lately,  and  th 
plunib-iine    fisliing    should    nfiw    improve.  Some 
good  baskets  of  trout  have' been  taken  on-the  Kent 
since  1  last  wrote.    On  April  I  Mr.  H.  Gill,  fishing 
about  tlie  town  of  Kendal,  had  81b.,  with  a  good 
one  of  I  lb.    lOoz.    Tho  following  day  Mr.  Fran 
B.  Pollitt  creeled  thirteen  nice  fish  lower  down  tlie 
stream,  and  tlie  next  Mr.  Philip  Batcman  had 
fair  lot,  which  included  one  of  Jib.  and  another  o: 
h\h.    On  Saturday  some  nice  panniers  were  made 
on  this  stream  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Burneside 
Mr.  Barnes  taking  eighteen,  and  Messr.s.  Holden 
and  Bigland  on  to  a  dozen  apiece.    On  this  strctcl 
Mr.  T.  Atkinson  landed  a  baker's  dozen  on  JMonday 
I  hoar  also  that  some  nice  lots  of  trout  have  been 
landed  on  the  Bela.    The  top  reaches  of  tlie  Lune 
are  still  fishing  badly,  and  rain  is  wanted  on  this 
and  other  streams  in  this  district. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  capture  of  a  trout  or  two  at  the  confluence  o 
the  tributary  Greet  with  the  Trent,  at  Fiskerton, 
with  the  worm,  really  sums  up  the  doings  of  the 
week.     High  winds  have  again  been  in  strong 
evidence,  and  these  and  violent  April  showers  have 
rendered  angling  pursuits  well  nigh  impossible.  An 
old  and  esteemed  colleague  by  the  river  (Mr.  Tom 
Barnett)  is  having   set  up  a  chub  with  a  very 
remarkable  history.  He  caught  the  fish — it  weighed 
3ilb. — on  the  Farndon  waters  just  before  the  close 
of  the  ordinary  season.  Its  setting  up  was  entrusted 
to  Jlr.  H.  Motheram,  the  well-known  curator  at  our 
Nottingham  University  College  Museum,  and  on 
his  dissecting  the  stomach  he  found  embedded 
therein  an  eel  of  fourteen  inches  in  length,  and  a 
gudgeon  big  enough  for  any  pike  bait.    The  pecu 
liarity  of  the  eel  was  that  its  neck  was  dislocated 
so  the  inference  is  that  the  attacking  party  must 
have  smashed  it  in  two  pretty  quickly.  Although 
Mr.  Barnett  had  accoimted  for  nearly  every  coarse 
fish  in  the  Trent  with  the  rod  he  had  not  previously 
succeeded  in  creeling  a  "  loggerhead  "  over  31b. 
The  capture  may,  therefore,  be  regarded  as  a  record 
Another  old  colleague  of  mine  died,  I  regret  to  say, 
on  Tuesday  morning  from  acute  pneumonia.  I 
refer  to  Mr.  Arthur  Denman,  whose  family  had 
been  engaged  in  our  fish  market  trade  for  nearly  a 
century.    The  deceased  was  an  ardent  angler,  and 
when  I  conversed  with  him  only  a  few  days  ago  he 
told  me  that  early  in  March  he  went  to  fish  a  lake 
for   pike.     The  lake,  he  explained,  contained  a 
fringe  of  ice,  which,  with  assistance,  he  broke  tip 
On  commencing  operations  with  the  live  bait  he  had 
five  splendid  runs  in  less  than  half-an-hour.  But 
never  a  pike  did  he  land.      After  retaining  the 
bait  for  a  few  seconds  they  parted  with  it,  and 
repeated  the  experiment  until  he  was  at  an  utter 
loss  to  account  for  his  treatment.    The  fact  is  the 
fish  could  not  have  been  in  a  very  hungry  mood. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  waters  in  the  Severn  and  Teme  are  down 
nearly  to  their  winter  level  and  in  a  few  days  will  be 
in  a  good  condition  for  angling.  What  few  rods 
have  been  out  have  not  had  much  sport  owing  to 
the  cold  boisterous  wind  that  has  been  blowing  all 
the  week,  still  in  some  of  the  smaller  streams  where 
the  water  was  in  fair  condition  some  nice  sized 
trout  were  creeled,  and  a  number  offish  under  9  in, 
were  returned  to  the  water.  To-day  (April  8)  the 
weather  has  been  bright  and  sunny,  and  the  wind, 
though  still  northerly,  is  much  quieter — should  it 
continue  till  the  week-end  some  good  sport  should 
be  had.  Very  few  flies  have  been  seen  on  the 
water  as  yet,  and  those  chiefly  March  Browns.  The 
February  Red  and  Blue  Dun  were  tried  on  the 
Teme  two  days  ago,  but  only  a  brace  of  trout  was 
taken.    Water  too  high  and  rough  for  the  fly. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  change  from  winter  to  spring  is  being  very 
tardily  effected.    Towards  last  week-end  there  was 


The  Troot  Fly  Dresser's  Cabinet  op  Ubvices,  or  How  to 
Tib  Tkout  and  Grayling  Flies.— Can  be  had  post  free  for  2/3 
in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  TAe  J'isAt»!^  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London.  Second  Edition.  By  H.  G. 
McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "The  best  book  ever  written 
on  the  subject."— i'^fttnflr  Gazette.  -    ■      -  .  ..... 


snow  in  Swaledalo  and  the  winds  were  bitterly 
cold.  In  most  districts  the  grip  of  winter  wew 
unrelaxed  and  sport  fell  very  flat.  With  the  advent 
of  another  week  conditions  have  improved,  but  the 
air  has  been  too  cliilly  for  trout,  which  have  refused 
to  rise,  limiting  the  chances  of  rodmen  to  mid-day 
fishing.  Flies  were  seldom  in  evidence,  and  bottom 
fishers  did  no  better.  Experiences!  anglers  have 
said  they  never  knew  fish  bite  more  slowly  at  the 
bottom. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND.. 

The  weather  has  been  generally  wild  antl  wet 
U[)  to  \ytr'\\  .5.  Sport,  liowe\er,  has  been  fairly 
good  at  salmon  diu'ing  tfio  favourable  intervals. 
On  many  of  the  principal  rivers  good  sport  has  Ijeen 
the  rule.  Sca-angling  has  fjeen  resumed  at  many 
stations  on  the  Atlantic  Coast,  and  good  sport  has 
been  generally  had  at  pollack.  At  the  Clonmei 
Quarter  Sessions  last  week  Mr.  E.  McCormack, 
Inspector  of  Fisheries,  appealed  against  a  decision 
of  the  magistrates  sitting  at  CaiTick-on-Suir  Petty 
Sessions  dismissing  a  charge  of  illegal  fishing  in 
the  river  Suir,  against  four  fishermen  named  Michael 
Carroll,  John  Carroll,  Maurice  Durior.  For  tho 
prosecution  it  was  stated  that  two  water  bailiffs 
saw  two  cots  in  hiding  about  four  o'clock  in  the 
evening  of  Feb.  8  last.  Going  along  the  quay  the 
bailiffs  met  the  Carrolls  going  towards  the  place 
where  the  boat  was  hidden,  and  when  they  came 
to  the  fjridge  they  met  the  two  other  defendants 
also  going  in  the  direction  of  the  boat.  The  bailiffs 
ambushed,  and  they  saw  the  foui;  men  go  into  the 
shallows  where  the  boat  was,  and  sub.sequently 
come  out  with  the  cots,  put  on  disguises,  and  go 
(|uickly  dov\ii  the  river.  The  defence  was  an  alibi. 
After  a  long  liearing  His  Honour  confirmed  tho 
decision  of  the  Court  below.  The  sea-fisheries  in 
South- West  Kerry  liave  generally  yielded  satis- 
factory results.  At  Portmagee  large  takes  of  cod 
and  ling  were  had,  all  the  fish  taken  t)©ing  of  a 
arge  size.  In  Kenniare  fjord  the  pollack  fishing 
'las  soldoiif  been  better  at  this  time  of  the  year. 

LiMKRICK. 

At  the  meeting  of  tho  Limerick  Fishery  Conser- 
vators on  April  2,  a  commimication  forwarded  by 
the  Department  was  read  from  Colonel  Charlton 
Clonmacnoise,  and  other  riparian  proprietors, 
complaining  of  the  destruction  of  salmon-  by  iinduo 
netting  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Shannon  at 
Farmonbiu"y  and  Athlone.  At  Athlone  four-hole 
nets  were  used  for  the  purpose  from  oppo.<?ite  banks 
of  the  river,  within  a  few  yards  of  tlie  weir  wall, 
and  any  owner  of  a  small  farm  adjoining  the  ri\cr 
seemed  to  think  lie  has  a  perfect  right  to  use  a  net. 
riip  pole-nets  were  used  from  early  morning  till 
dusk,  and  it  wa.s  well  nigh  impossible  for  any  salmon 
to  escape  and  ascend  the  upper  waters  for  h-pawning. 
Mr.  E.  H.  P.  Hosford,  secretary,  said  the  netting 
of  salmon  complained  at  was  ruining  tfie  fishing 
industry  in  the  upper  waters,^  and  Mr.  A.  B.  Smith 
said  if  tho  present  system  of  destructive  netting 
were  not  checked  salmon  would  be(-ome  extin<  t 
in  the  upper  waters.  After  .some  discussion  a 
■esolution  was  unanimously  adopted  strongly 
upportiug  the  demand  of  the  Atlilone  (Conservators 
for  an  inquiry  into  the  netting  on  tlie  River  Shannon 
in  the  Athlone  district. 

NoKTii  oi-  Ireland. 

The  weather  greatly  altered  this  week,  sunshine 
and    north-east  winds    prevailing.    The   Bann  is 
lowering,  but  still  too  high  for  the  fly  on  the  trout 
shallows  at  Kilrea.  and  Portglenone.    A  few  salmon 
lave  passed  up  above  Kilrea.    The  Erne  and  other 
big  rivers  are  getting  very  slowl\'  into  firder.  On 
the  evening  of  April  (i  the   Ulster  .Anglers'  i\sso 
■iation  met  in  the  Hotel  Metropole.  Belfast,  under 
the  ptesidency  of  Mr.  W.  T.  Braitliwaite,  to  bid 
farewell  to  Mr.  Edward  Hunter,  assistant  treasurer, 
who  is  about  to  leave  for  Alberta,  Canada.  Mr. 
Hunter  who  is  a  veteran  of  the  Spanish-Cuban  war, 
a  member  of  tlie  well-known  firm  of  Hunter  &  Sons, 
gunmakers,  Belfast,   and  a  well-known  figure  at 
Bisley,  was  presented  with  a  Winchester  sporting 
rifle  and  a  purse  of  sovereigns  to  mark  his  departure, 
the   presentation   being  made   by   the  chairman. 
A  smoker  followed.    A  committee  meeting  of  the 
Belfast  Anglers'  Association  wa<»  held  on  April  3. 
The  chief  business  was  the  plan  of  campaign  against 
the  pike  in  the  County  Down  lakes  of  the  association. 
It  may  interest  other  associations  to  learn  that  up 
to  the  present  season  over  two  tons  of  pike  have 
been  taken  from  those  waters.    The  predatory  fish 
have  been  kept  at  a  minimum,  thereby  proving  that 
ho  pike  can  be  virtually  eradicated  by  systematic 
nd  intelligent  netting.     Brigadier-General  A.  Wil- 
son, C.B.,  the  new  chief  of  the  Fifteenth  Infantry 
Brigade,  Belfast,  and  the  officers  of  the  2nd  Bat- 
talion  Royal    Sussex   Regiment,    were  admitted 
members  of  the  association,  and  also  somejofficers 
;^|fcithe_  1st  JBattalion  Rifle  Brigade.      ,  . . 
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^       Py^ocHonE  Sc  Price  Lisr 


Anglo -Norwegian  Fishermen's  Association. 

RIVERS   TO  LET, 

BIRKREM  or  TENGS  RIVER  for  Sale. 

BJORA.— Half  the  FLASNES  BEAT.    August  and  September.    Two  rods. 
FUST. — SKALAND  BEAT  from  August  1st ;  also  very  good  ryper  shooting. 
GAULA.— July  17th  to  September  15th.    Good  Hotel. 
GLOPPEN.— NORDFJORD.    Smiles.    August  and  September. 
GULA.— VINSNAES  BEAT.    August  1st  to  end  of  season. 

Do.    — KOTSOIEN  BEAT.    Two  Rods.    July  23rd  to  end  of  season. 
IN  DAL,  Sweden.— FOUR  BEATS.    July  and  August. 

LAAGEN.— HANNBVOLD,  STUBBEN,  and  BRUFOS  BEATS.    Prom  Aug.  Ist. 

LAERDAL.— HAUGE  and  HUNDERI.    Two  rods.    From  August  Ist. 

LOEN. — July  and  September.    Mostly  Sea  Trout. 

NAERODAL.— June  and  July  or  Season.    ONE  ROD  BEAT. 

N  AMSEN.— MOUM,  SEEM,  AND  VARUM  BEATS.    August  1st  to  end  of  season. 

Do.     — VEIUM  BEAT.  Season. 
NIDELV. — To  let  for  September,  or  remainder  of  Lease. 
STJORDAL. — 8  miles  both  sides,  4  miles  one  side.    Prom  August  Ist. 

Oo         — SORKIL  BEAT.    To  .Let  to  July  15th,  or  whole  season. 
STRYN.  Nord  Fjord.— COMPANION  ROD  WANTED  from  1st  Aug.  All  casting. 
SURAAEN.— Half  Fishing,  4  miles.  Season. 
SURNA.— BOISET  BEAT.    6  or  7  miles.  Season. 
VEFSEN.— FALLAND  BEAT.    Half  share  two  rods  to  August  5th. 

Do.  Do.  Four  rods  from  August  5th  to  end  of  season. 

Two  good  houses. 

VEFSEN. — FORSJORD.    July  7th  to  August  8th  or  end  of  season,  or  August  Ist 
to  end  of  season. 
For  full  particulars  apply  to  Hon.  Sec, 

A.  VESABLBS  KYRKE.  Chard.  Somerset. 


BLAGDON  LAKE,  BRISTOL 

1908  FISHING  SEASON. 

Opening-  Date,  1st  May. 

767  Trout  killed  last  season,  averagre  weig"ht  S^lbs. 


For  Rules  and  Regulations  apply — 

GENERAL  MANAGER,  BRISTOL  WATERWORKS  CO.,  BRISTOL. 


Important  Notice» 

WALBRAN  LIMITED 

Have  now  REMOVED  to  Larger  and  more 
Central  Premises  at 

16,  NEW  STATION  ST., 
LEEDS, 

where  their  General  Manager,  Mr.  F.  M. 
WALBRAN,  will  be  pleased  to  welcome 
Old  and  New  Customers. 


NEW  ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUE 

READY   VERY  SHORTLY, 

Send  a  post-card,  with  your  name  and 
address,  for  a  copy. 


Address  all  communications  simply 

WALBRAN  LIMITED. 


Registered  Telegraphic  Address:  "Halcyon,  Leeds. 


NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  RESORT  FOR  1908 


FISHING  GEAR. 


OUR  NEW  EASY  FIT  FISHING 
JACKET,  double  texture,  fawn 
muslin,  self  ventilating,  wide  skirt,  -'^t 
storm  cuffs,  to  loop  up  for  short  wad- 
ing, 35/- 

As  sketch,  single  texture  cashmere,  very 
light,  ventilating  cape,  2b/--  With 
Curtain  Storm  Caps,  black  proof,  3/6. 


OUR  SPECIAL  BUILT  GANE 
RODS,  3  pieces,  2  tops,  double 
brazed,  cork  grip,  suction  joints, 
serrated  ferrules,  close  whipped,  in 
tan  partition  bag.  10  ft.,  30/- ;  H  it-, 
32/6;  12  ft.,35/-. 

OUR  SPECIAL  SEA  TROUT 
AND  GRILSE  ROD,  3  piece,  2 

tops  doubled  brazed,  serrated  ferrules, 
double  cork  grip,  revolving  end  ring 
button,  made  from  fine  old  matured 
greenheart,  13  ft.,  26/6;  14  ft.,  28/6; 
15  ft.,  30/-. 

nna  *tPEOIAL  TYNESIDE  SALMON  ROD  s—3  pieces,  Greenheart 
throughout,  double  brazed,  2  tops,  double  cork  grips,  finished  in  best  style 
by  out  own  workpeople,  in  partition  cover,  complete.  16  ft.,  35/6  ;  17  ft., 
40/-;  18  ft.,  45/-. 

"  The  Rod  threw  a  capital  line,  and  was  in  every  way  most  successful  throughout  a  month  shard 
and  continuous  angling  in  Norway." 

nita  FLIES  are  aU  fresh,  the  latestipatterns,  and  tied  on  the  premises  by  an 
«vt,ert  and  reliable  stafi  under  the  supervision  of  a  practical  angler  of  thu-ty 
years'  experience.   Send  your  patterns  and  you  vnll  receive  perfect  copies. 


Sena  for  our  North  Country  Illustrated  Guide,  post  free  3  stamps. 
MURTON'S     ANGLER^"  RESORT, 

GRAINQeR  ?5T.,   NEWCASTLE- ON -TYIME. 
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Jottings  by  the  Way. 


O  Nature  !  holy,  meek,  and  mild. 

Thou  dweller  on  the  mountain  wild. 

Thou  lover  of  the  daisied  sod, 

Whtre  Spring's  white  foot  has  lately  trod — 

Thrice-sainted  matron  !  in  whom  face 

Who  looks  in  love,  will  light  on  grace. 

— Allan  Cunningham. 


The  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  published  oa  Thur  day, 
April  16,  in  consequence  of  Good  Friday  falling  on 
April  17.  All  communications  intended  for  insertion 
in  that  issue  must  reach  the  o.lice  on  Tuesday 
evening,  April  14,  at  latest. 


Improving  the  Awe — Netting  Abolished  on  the 
River. 

Though  the  net  fishing  at  the  mouth  of  the  Awe 
was  much  restricted  last  season,  and  the  head  of 
salmon  in  the  river  as  well  as  in  the  Orchy  was 
much  larger  than  in  recent  seasons,  saj's  the  Pall  Mall 
Gazette,  the  present  is  the  first  year  in  which  there  will 
be  no  netting  at  allat  the  mouth  of  the  famous  Argyll- 
shire river.  A  syndicate  having  taken  the  angling 
rights  on  the  major  portion  of  the  left  bank,  bought 
oti:  the  nets.  Tenants  on  the  right  bank  will  benefit 
by  the  action  of  the  left  bank  tenants.  Some  old 
Awe  and  Orchy  hands  fear  that  the  total  abolition 
of  netting  may  result  in  the  river  being  too  full  of 
fish  for  the  angling  to  improve  pro  rata  with  the 
greatly  increased  number  of  salmon.  It  is  better, 
however,  to  have  too  many  than  too  few  fish. 
Jloreover,  there  is  no  assurance  that  the  over- 
crowding of  the  pools  will  render  the  salmon  too 
lestless  to  lise  well  to  the  fly.  Though  the  weather 
has  been  all  against  angling,  some  splendid  fish 
ha\  e  been  taken. 


The  "Gresham"  Annual. 

On  another  page  appears  a  full  description  of  the 
twenty-seventh  annual  dinner  of  this  flourishing 
society.  I  need  only  say  that  under  the  presidency 
of  Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham  a  very  pleasant  evening  was 
spent.  I  recognised  an  old  brother  Greshamite 
whom  I  had  not  seen  for  many  years  (Mr.  Frank 
Abrahams)  who  has  travelled  in  many  countries, 
and  fished  in  many  waters.  Although  not 
on  the  programme  for  a  "  speech "  he  gave 
us  one  —  short,  sharp,  and  decisive  —  full  of 
anecdote  and  praise  of  the  Gresham,  and 
was  cordially  received.  The  Chairman's  health 
was  drunk  with  musical  honours.  The  excellent 
musical  programme  provided  by  Mr.  J.  Powles 
West  left  nothing  to  be  desired. 


Men's  life's  a  vyper,  full  uv  wows  ; 
'E  starts  a  pyper,  busts  up,  en'  gows. 

— The  Kankncigh  Aivlminek. 


The  River  Lea. 

On  p.  300  will  be  found  an  advertisement  in 
which  the  Lea  Conservancy  Board  invite  applica- 
tions to  take  on  lease,  as  a  private  fishery,  for  a 
term  of  seven  years,  the  fishery  and  premises,  at 
King's  Weir,  Wormley,  near  Broxbourne,  Herts, 
which  is  distant  fifteen  miles  from  London, 
and  one  mile  from  Broj^bourne  Station  (G.E.R.). 
The  form  of  lease  and  a  plan  of  the  fishery  can  be 
inspected,  and  full  particulars  obtained,  at  the 
head  office  of  the  Board,  12,  Finsbury-circus, 
London,  E.G. 


Lychnobite  Angling  Society. 

■  The  fourteenth  annual  dinner  will  be  held  at 
the  Horse-shoe,  Tottenham-court-road,  W.,  on 
Saturday,  May  2,  at  6.30.  Councillor  G.  T.  Wilkes 
will  occupy  the  chair,  supported  by  many  gentle- 
men prominent  in  the  angling  world.  A  capital 
programme  is  being  arranged.  The  annual  general 
meeting  will  be  held  this  (Saturday)  evening  at 
headquarters,  the  Falcon,  Gough-square,  E.C., 
at  7.30,  when  it  is  requested  that  all  members  will 
endeavour  to  attend. 


When  You're  Passmg  Drop  In. 

The  following  is  from  the  St.  Ronan's  Standard  : — 
County  of  Peebles  Angling  Association. 
Members  and  friends  are  earnestly  requested  to 
gather  at  the  bottom  of  the  Cluer,  aifter  prayers, 
to-night.  N.B. — -Come  early  and  bring  your  own 
brick.  [The  Cluer  is  a  deep,  dirty  hole  in  the 
Tweed,  near  Innerleithen,  and  as  this  "notice" 
appeared  on  April  1  I  hae  ma  doots  as  to  the 
earnest  request  having  been' complied  with.] 


When  is  a  Fish  not  a  Fish  ? 

Da.  M.  Plehn,  in  the  Deutsche  Angler- Zeitung, 
is  rather  severe  on  the  English  language.  He  points 
out  that  we  insist  on  calling  a  lot  of  animals  fish 
which  are  not  fish  at  all,  such  as  the  cray-fish,  the 
star-fish,  the  cuttle-fish  and  the  jelly-fish.  The 
German-!  themselves,  however,  are  by  no  means 
impeccable  in  this  matter — witness  their  word 
"  Walfiseh  "  for  whale.  Fish  (according  to  Dr. 
Plehn's  definition)  are  vertebrates  which  live  in 
water,  they  have  no  constant  temperature,  and 
move  by  means  of  fins,  have  a  single  circulation,  a 
single  head,  and  breathe  through  gills. 


And  Sometimes  Mineral. 

Teacher  :  "  Is  there  any  connecting  link  between 
the^  animal  and  the  vegetable  kingdoms  ?  "  Pupil : 
"  Yes,  mum  ;  there's  hash." — Philadelphia  Inquirer. 


This  plate  delineates  the  detection  of  a  class  of 
poachers  not  very  generally  known ;  it  will  there- 
fore be  necessary  to  give  some  explanation  of  the 
manner  in  which  they  commonly  efiect  their 
depredations.  The  pord-net  consists  of  two  staves 
shod  with  iron,  to  which  is  fastened  a  net,  as  in 
the  print.  In  quick-running,  stony  waters  it  is 
used   with   great  effect.     The  poachers  wade  a 
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shallow  stream,  drive  the  trout  to  their  holds,  and 
placing  the  staves  so  as  to  bring  the  net  round  a 
stone  or  hold  of  any  kind,  pord,  prod,  or  poke  the 
points  underneath  till  they  are  forced  to  come  out, 
and  strike  into  the  net.  We  only  add  the  wish 
that  detection,  and  such  punishment  as  the  law 
awards,  may  always  attend  the  use  of  it. — Sporting 
Magazine,  1819. 


Whale  is  Cheap  To-day. 

We  all  remember  the  case  of  the  man  who  made 
up  his  mind  to  try  a  fish  diet  because  it  was  so 
good  for  the  brain,  and  was  recommended  by  a 
liumourist  to  begin  with  a  couple  of  whales — not 
large  whales,  but  medium-sized  ones  The 
inhabitants  of  Sanvincenzo  in  the  Pisan 
Maremma  may  never  have  heard  of  the 
story,  but  very  recently  they  acted  on  the 
advice.  Professor  E-  Ficalbi,  in  a  recent  issue  of 
the  Rivista  Mensile  di  Pesca,  gives  an  interesting 
account  of  the  stranding  of  a  Mediterranean  whale 
{Balaenopterus  Musculus)  not  far  from  Sanvincenzo. 
It  was  a  female  some  39  feet  long  and  weighing 
about  10  tons.  A  large  part  of  the  flesh  was  eaten 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  surrounding  country. 


Gentleman:  "Been  fishing,  have  you?  Caught 
anything  ?  "  Truants  from  school :  "  No,  sir  !  wo 
haven'tr-been  home  yet." 


The  proposed  Raid  on  the  Broads. 

Me.  Fkank  M.  Poole,  of  the  Sheffield  Daily 
Telegraph,  thanks  us  for  using  his  letter  re  the 
Xorfolk  Broads  in  our  last  issu  ■.  He  says  the  trip 
and  match  they  are  promoting  will  take  place 
on  June  29,  probably  at  Honing.  They  are  pro- 
posing to  run  a  "slap-up"  corridor  express,  and 
will  fish  several  hundreds.  The  great  point  will  bo 
a.s  "  Dragnet,"  I  hope,  will  see  for  himself,  that  all 
fish  will  be  kept  alive,  and  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
match  returned  to  the  water.    [Bravo  She.'field.] 


A  Mistake. 

Client:  "Didn't  you  make  a  mistake  in  g'ung 
into  the  law  instead  of  the  army?"  Lawyer: 
"Why?"  Client:  "By  the  way  you  charge  there 
would  be  little  left  of  the  onemy."— ^Sacred  Heart 

Review. 


Messrs.  Evans  and  Co.,  of  the  Porth  Hotel, 
Llandyssil,  South  Wales,  would  be  very  pleased  to 
hear  again  from  Lieut.- Col.  B>^nnett,  who  wrote 
them  a  week  ago  re  rooms,  but  forgot  to  state  his 
address  to  which  to  reply. 


They  Generally  Do. 

"Any  bottles  ?  Any  rags  ?  "  "  Vneei'  combina- 
tion you  deal  in,  my  friend."  "Not  so  queer. 
People  as  has  bottles  generally  has  rags." — Home 
Herald. 


Dangers  of  Fishing. 

There  are  some  sports,  such  as  motoring, 
Alpine  climbing,  and  the  shooting  of  big  game, 
which  owe  part  of  their  attraction  to  the  spice 
of  danger  that  accompanies  them.  The  dan- 
gers run  by  the  angler  are  small  in  comparison, 
unless  he  is  tempted  to  follow  the  example  of 
a  certain  Marino  Mariotti,  who  went  fishing 
in  the  Tiber  last  Christmas.  According  to  the 
Giornale  d'ltalia  the  bait  used  by  Mariotti 
was  a  cake  of  dynamite.  Having  arrived  at  a 
suitable  "swim  "  he  proceeded  to  cast  it  out.  .  . 
At  the  Ospedale  della  Consolazione  the  surgeons  de- 
cided that  suice  four  fingers  of  Mariotti's  right  hand 
were  missing,  and  he  was  also  saffering  from  wounds 
in  the  breast  and  shoulder,  it  would  be  best  for  him 
to  give  up  fishing  for  the  day. 


The  Harvesters. 

The  youth  who  sows  wild  oats,  'tis  true. 

Must  reap  as  he  hath  sown ; 
But,  then,  his  father  ought  to  do 

Some  thrashing  of  his  own. 

— Pictorial  Comely. 


An  account  of  the  dinner  of  the  Herne  Bay 
Angling  Society  will  appear  next  week. 


Save  Time. 

The  Parson  :  "I  intend  to  pray  that  you  mav 
forgive  Casey  for  tiirowing  that  brick  at  you."  The 
Patient :  "  Mebbe  yer  riv'rence  'ud  be  saving  toime 
if  ye'd  just  wait  till  Oi  git  well,  and  then  pray  for 
Casey." —  Universalist  Leader. 


Rapid  Growth  of  Pike. 

The  rapid  growth  of  some  fish  is  very  extra- 
ordinary. I  saw  three  pike  taken  out  of  a  pond  in 
Staffordshire  belonging  to  the  present  Sir  Jervoise 
Clark  Jervoise,  two  of  which  weighed  361b.  each, 
and  the  other  351b.  The  pond  was  fished  everj- 
seven  years,  and,  supposmg  that  store  pike  of  61b. 
or  71b.  weight  were  left  in  it,  the  growth  of  the  pike  in 
question  must  have  been  at  the  rate  of.  at  least  411). 
a  year.  Salmon,  however,  grow  much  faster.  It 
is  now  ascertained  that  grilse,  or  young  salmon,  of 
from  211b.  to  31b.  weight,  have  been  sent  to  the 
London  markets  in  the  month  of  ilay,  the  spawn 
from  which  they  come  ha\  ing  only  been  deposited 
in  the  preceding  October  or  November,  and  the 
ova  taking  tlu'ee  months  of  the  time  to  ([uieken. 
It  has  also  been  ascertamed  by  experiment  that  a 
grilse  which  weighed  61b.  in  February,  after  spawn- 
ing, has,  on  its  return  from  the  sea  in  September, 
weighed  131b.  :  and  a  sahnou  fry  of  April  will  in 
June  weigh  41b.  and  in  August  61t). — Gkanings  oi 
Natural  History,  1832. 


Waits  and  Measures.  ^ 

"  What  sort  of  a  table  do  they  set  at  your  board- 
ing-house ?  "  asked  the  young  man  who  was  con- 
templating a  change.  "  A  table  ot  waits  and 
measures,", replied  his  friend.  "The  first  long  and 
the  latter  short." — Chicago  News. 

Dragnet. 
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Hardy  Rods  are  Guaranteed  Superior  to  any  American  or  ottier 
malce,  wliether  Cane=built,  Cane=built  Steel  Centre,  or  Greentieart 


IMPORTANT  INFORMATION. 

THE  COMMENCEMENT  OF  ANOTHER  ANGLING  SEASON 
IS  HERE,  and  probably  a  new  rod  is  required.  In  this  event  one 
naturally  wants  to  buy  the  best  and  newest  type,  the  best  finished,  the 
most  perfectly  balanced,  and  the  most  durable  article  the  cash  will  com- 
mand. When  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros,  are  prepared  to  attend 
to  your  requirements  at  prices  varying- from  10/- to  £15, 
is  it  wise  to  go  to  any  other  House  ?  It  is  well  known 
that  "  Hardy's  "  Rods  have  gained  more  awards  at  Exhibitions  than 
any  others.  At  Christchurch,  New  Zealand  (1907),  they  were  awarded 
no  less  than  three  Gold  Medals  and  an  extra  Special  prize.  In  casting 
tournaments  -{in  this  Country)  they  have  gained  by  far  the  greatest 
number  of  Championships,  winning"  10  firsts  agrainst  7  by  all 
other  makers  collectively  at  the  last  tournament. 

They  are  the  specially  appointed  manufacturers  to  HIS  ROYAL 
HIGHNESS  THE  PRINCE  OF  WALES  and  HIS  IMPERIAL 
MAJESTY  THE  KING  OF  ITALY. 

The  Field  says :— "  It  ougfht  never  to  be  forgrotten  by 
Ang-lers  that  it  is  to  Messrs.  Hardy,  of  Alnwick,  that  we 
owe  the  supremacy  which  we  have  achieved  as  rod  makers. 
They  have  left  all  competitors  hopelessly  behind." 

It  has  been  said  "  Imitation  is  the  most  sincere  form  of  flattery," 
and  "  Hardy's  "  have  often  had  that  tribute  paid  to  them  ;  but  as 
great  actors  can  afford  to  smile  at  the  humble  mountebank,  so 
"  Hardy's "  view  with  complacency  imitations  which  are  mere 
impostures. 

"Hardy's"  Rods  have  lately  been  further  improved,  and  1908  rods 
will  exceed  in  quality  those  of  any  previous  year. 

"  Hardy  "  Rods  are  guaranteed  to  be  of  better  value,  higher  finish,  to 
have  more  casting  power,  and  to  stand  wear  and  tear  better  than  any 
others.  The  firm  have  thousands  of  testimonials  from  clients  to  this  eifect. 

The  enormous  range  of  registered  patterns  which  they  manufacture 
affords  such  a  choice  as  cannot  be  offered  by  any  other  house.  Here, 
the  scientific  angler  finds  his  exact  requirements  fulfilled,  while  the 
novice  gets  assistance  by  obtaining  a  perfect  tool  to  commence  with. 
Bear  in  mind  that  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros,  design  and  manufacture  all 
these  Rods,  Reels,  &c.,  which  are  offered  to  users  only  and  not  to  the 
trade.  Whether  the  rods  are  cane-built,  cane-built  steel  centre  or 
greenheart,  all  are  the  very  best  possible  and  all  have  equal  care 
tjCstowed  upon  them. 


A  Few  Registered  Patterns  of  Rods. 

SALMON    FLY    RODS.  £   s.  d. 

17  ft.  9  in.  "Champion"    Cane-built,  Steel  Centre  Rod  12    5  0 

17  ft.  6  ik  "Kelson"  Cane-built,  Steel  Centre  Rod       ...  12    5  0 

16  ft.  9  in.  "Royal  "  Cane-builb,  Steel  Centre  Rod        ...  12    0  0 

16  ft.  6  in.  "  Halford  "  Cane-built  Rod    10  10  0 

16  ft.  0  in.  "  Special  "  Cane-builfc,  Steel  Centre  Rod       ...  9  15  6 

SALMON   SPINNING  RODS. 

12  ft.  6  in.  and  11  ft.  6  in.  "Murdoch"  Cane-built,  Steel 

Centre  Rod    £6  6s.  0^/.    7      0  0 

12  and  11  ft.  6  in.  "Eden"  Cane-built  Rod,  £4  15s.  6i.  4  18  6 
10  ft.  9  in.  "  Salmo  Esox "  Cane-built,  Steel  Centre  Rod    6      9  6 

TROUT   FLY   AND   WET    FLY  RODS. 

10  to  11  ft.  "  Houghton  "  Cane-built  Rod   5  5  0 

10  ft.  3  in.  "  Halford  Priceless  "  Cane-built  Rod   7  7  0 

9  ft.  9  in.  "  Dorchester  "  Cane-built  Rod   5  5  0 

10  ft.  4  in.  "  Hardy-Marston  "  Cane-built  Rod    5  5  0 

9  ft.  9  in.  "  Shaw  "  Cane-built  Rod    5  10  6 

10  ft.  "  Pope "  Cane-built  Rod    3  13  0 

9  to  12  ft.  "  Gold  Medal"  Cane-built  Rod    4  16  6 

8^0  10  ft.  "Fairy"  Cane-built  Rod    5  0  0 

10  to  11  ft.  "  Tournament  "  Cane-built,  Steel  Centre  Rod  6  15  0 
9  to  12  ft.  "  Perfection  "  Cane-built,  Steel  Centre  Rod  ...  4  3  0 

PIKE,   PERCH,    ROACH,  &c.,  RODS. 

1 1  ft.  Hollingworth  Pike  Rod,  Bamboo  Butt  and  Middle, 

Greenheart  Top                                                       2  18  0 

11  ft.  2-Piece  Plain  Pike  Rod                                            0  10  6 

10  to  12  ft.  "Guinea"  Roach  Rods                                    1  10 

9  to  12  ft.  "Boys"  Rods                                                0  7  6 

THE  FAMOUS  "ALNWICK  GREENHEART"  RODS 

8  ft.  6  in.  to  18  ft.  are  all  the  most  perfect  possible,  made  of 
old  seasoned  material  with  tlie  greatest  care  by 
experts,  £2  3s.  M.  to    4    13  6 

10  to  12  ft.  The  "Hotspur"  2-Piece  Greenheart  Rod, 

£1  5s.  0(/.  to    1,7  6 

10  to  12  ft.  The  "Guinea"  Greenheart  Rod    1  10 

PATENT   "PERFECT"    BALL-BEARING  REELS 

For  Salmon—        With  Regulating  Checks. 

Size  5  in.,  4i-  in.,  4|  in.,  and  4  in.  Price  65/-,  55/6,  52/6,  46/-. 
For  Trout— Size  3  in.  "Special  Perfect,"   42/-;      31  in.  "Silent 
Check"  Contracted  Pattern,  40/-;  3f  in.,  3f  in.,  and  3^  in. 
Contracted  Perfect  Reels,  35/-,  32/6,  30/-;   3|  in.  Bougie 
Reel,  47/6. 

For  Salmon   Spinning— 4^  in.,  4  in.,  3f  in.  "Silex"  Reel,  50/-, 
48/-,  45/-. 


CATALOGUE,  1908 

Containing  248  Illustrations  of  Flies  in  Colour, 

HARDY  BROS.(AliiwicM^^ 

Speciaiists  in  Rods,  Reeis,  and  Tacirte, 
London  Brancli  :   61,   I^ILTjTj  MALL. 

MANCHESTER    BRANCH:   12  to  14,  Moult  Street.         EDINBURGH    BRANCH:   5,  South  St.   David  Street. 
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EASTER  HOLIDAY  AREANGEMENTS. 


LONDOlSr  &  NORTH-WESTERN  RAILAVAY. 
The  London  &  North-Western  Railway  Company 
have  made  very  complete  arrangements  for  the 
Easter  Holidays,  and  those  Londoners  who  have 
~  any  desire  to  spend  the  vacation  with  friends 
in  provincial  towns,  or  to  witness  the  spring-tide 
glories  of  the  countrj^,  will  find  no  difficulty  in 
securing  railway  facilities.  Additional  express 
trains  will  be  run  at  ordinary  fares,  and  excursion 
tickets  will  be  issued  to  Scotland,  Ireland,  Wales, 
the  Lake  District,  Blackpool,  Isle  of  Man,  and  a 
large  number  of  provincial  towns.  The  week-end 
ticket  arrangement  will  be  extended  so  that  pas- 
sengers can  book  at  these  cheap  fares  on  Thursday, 
April  16,  as  well  as  on  the  Friday  and  Satiirday 
The  booking-offices  at  Euston,  Broad-street,  Vic- 
toria (Pimlico),  Kensington  (Addison-road),  and 
Willesden  Jimction  will  be  open  throughout  the 
day  during  the  week  commencing  April  13.  Tickets 
can  also  be  obtained  at  the  various  booking-offices 
of  the  London  and  North-Western  Railway  in 
London  and  suburbs.  Euston  Station  is  now  con- 
nected by  subways  with  the  City  and  South  London 
and  Hampstead  Tube  Electric  Railways  by  trains 
every  three  or  four  minutes,  giving  access  with  all 
parts  of  London. 

LONDON  &  SOUTH-\TOSTERN  RAILWAY. 

Cheap  "  Thursday  -  to  -  Tuesday  "  tickets  (all 
classes)  will  be  issued  by  special  corridor  dining-car 
express,  lea\dng  Waterloo  at  7.0  p.m.  on  Thursday, 
April  16,  for  Lfracombe,  Bideford,  Exeter,  Ex- 
month,  PljTnouth,  Taxastock,  Okehampton  (for 
Dartmoor),  Bude,  Launceston,  Wadebridge,  Bod- 
min, Padstow,  etc.  Siqiilar  tickets  will  also  be 
issued  by  all  trains  on  that  day  and  on  Friday 
(train  serxdce  permitting)  and  Saturdaj^  available 
for  return  on  the  following  or  any  day  up  to  Tues- 
day inclusive.  Fast  excursions  for  varying  periods 
will  leave  Waterloo  on  Thursday,  April  16,  in  the 
morning  and  at  midnight  for  the  Exeter,  Exmouth, 
and  Plymouth  lines.  North  Devon  and  North 
Cornwall  stations  ;  and  on  Tliursday  morning  only 
for  the  principal  resorts  of  the  Sunny  South  and 
South-West,  including  Bournemouth,  Swanage, 
AVeymouth,  LjTne  Regis,  Seaton,  Sidmouth,  Bud- 
leigh  Salterton,  Totland  Bay,  New  Forest,  South- 
ampton, Salisbury,  etc. ;  also  for  Burnham,  High- 
bridge,  Radstock,  Bath,  Cheltenham.  Gloucester, 
etc.  On  Saturday,  April  18,  to  Isle  of  Wight, 
Southsea,  etc.  For  the  convenience  of  passengers 
holding  ordinary  and  cheap  week-end  tickets,  the 
principal  corridor,  luncheon  and  dining-car  ex- 
presses will  rim  in  duplicate  on  the  few  daj^s  preceding 
Easter,  and  special  and  late  trains  will  run,  including 
express  train  to  Bournemouth,  New  Forest,  etc., 
on  Good  Friday,  leaving  Waterloo  at  10.15  a.m. 
Special  "  5s."  day  excursions  will  run  to  Bourne- 
mouth and  the  New  Forest  on  Good  Friday,  Easter 
Sunday  and  Monday;  also  a  "4s.  3d."  express 
half-day  trip  to  Weymouth,  Swanage,  Dorchester, 
etc.,  on  Easter  Monday,  giving  several  hours'  stay 
at  "the  Naples  of  England"  A  special  feature 
of  the  L.  &  S.-W.  Co.'s  Easter  tours  to  the  Conti- 
nent from  London  (Waterloo)  is  the  24s.  6d.  trip 
to  beautiful  Brittany,  via  Southampton  and  St. 
Malo  (the  shortest  route),  affording  a  splendid 
opportimity  of  studying  the  charming  manners  and 
•quaint  customs  of  the  Bretons  during  one  of  the 
most  interesting  festival  periods  of  the  year.  The 
tickets  will  be  issued  from  Waterloo  on  April  15 
at  3.0  p.m.,  and  on  Good  Friday  at  4.35  p.m.,  and 
are  available  for  fourteen  days  or  less.  Fourteen- 
days  excursion  tickets  will  be  issued  to  Ha\Te  (for 
picturesque  Normandy)  and  Cherbourg  with  similar 
facilities  ;  also  to  Paris  and  the  Channel  Islands. 
Tickets  in  advance  at  the  company's  West  End, 
City,  and  other  London  offices  Programmes  giving 
full  particulars  of  special  arrangement  and  cheap 
tickets  for  the  Easter  Holidays,  can  be  obtained 
at  these  offices,  or  from  Mr.  Henry  Holmes,  Super- 
intendent of  the  Line,  Waterloo  Station,  S.E. 

GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY. 
The  Great  Western  Railway  Company's  programme 
of  Easter  arrangements  comprises  sixty-four  pages, 
gi\Tng  particulars  of  excursions,  week-end  tickets, 
etc.,  from  London  to  all  parts  of  their  vast  system — 
Cornish  Rixdera,  Devoij,  Somerset,  Dorset,  Channel 
Islands,  Berks,  Bucks,  Wilts,  North  and  South 
Wales,  Ireland,  the  Midlands,  Worcester,  Gloucester, 
Shropshire,  Warwick,  Hereford,  etc.  On  Good 
Friday  a  day-trip  excursion  train  will  be  rim  to 
Theale,  Newbury,  Hungerford,  Marlborough,  Saver- 
nake,  Pewsey,  Woodborough,  Devizes,  Kemble, 
Cirencester,  Brimscombe,  Stroud,  Gloucester,  Chel- 
tenliam,  Bristol,  Bath,  Oxford,  and  other  stations. 
On  Saturday  an  excursion  train  will  be  rim  to 
Bridgend,  Swansea,  Carmarthen,  Milford  Haven, 
and  other  stations  in  South  Wales,  Cirencester, 


Brimscombe,  Stonehouse,  Gloucester,  Cheltenham, 
Monmouth,  Hereford,  Newnham,  Lydney,  etc.  ; 
also  to  Bath,  Bristol,  and  Weston-super-Mare.  On 
Easter  Monday  an  excursion  to  Swindon,  Bath, 
Bristol,  Gloucester,  Cheltenham,  Oxford,  Banbiu-y, 
etc.  Also  on  Easter  INIonday  an  express  non-stop 
excursion  (with  period  bookings)  will  be  run  to 
Weston-super-Mare  from  Paddington  at  8.20  a.m. 
Those  who  have  no  definite  plans  should  obtain  the 
series  of  high-class  descriptive  travel-books  pub- 
lished by  the  G.W.R.  at  the  nominal  price  of  3d. 
From  these  charmingly  illustrated  books  a  most  en- 
joyable holiday  can  be  outlined,  the  West  Country 
with  its  warm  temperature  and  equable  climate 
being  particularly  recommended.  Full  information 
with  regard  to  train  services,  fares,  holiday  haunts, 
travel-books,  etc.,  can  be  obtained  from  any  Great 
Western  office,  or  direct  from  Mr.  J.  Morris,  Super- 
intendent of  the  Line,  Paddington  Station,  W.  ; 
telephone,  4901  Paddington. 


MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 


The  Midland  Railway  Company  have  issued  an 
attractive  programme  of  Easter  excursions,  com- 
prising some  thirty  pages.  Copies  of  the  pro- 
gramme may  be  obtained  at  any  receixing  office  of 
the  company.  The  bookings  are  from  St.  Pancras 
and  subiirban  stations,  including  Woolwich  and 
Greenwich,  to  upwards  of  500  places  in  the  Mid- 
land Counties,  Yorkshire,  Lancashire,  North  of 
England,  Scotland,  Ireland  and  the  Isle  of  Man. 
The  tickets  are  available  for  varying  periods  up  to 
eighteen  days.  To  prevent  crowding,  the  booking- 
offices  at  St.  Pancras  and  Moorgate-street  Stations 
will  be  open  for  the  issue  of  tickets  all  day  on  April 
15,  16,  and  18,  and  can  be  obtained  beforehand  at 
the  Midland  Co.'s  City  and  suburban  offices.  Tlie 
cheap  excvirsion  tickets  issued  every  Saturday 
from  St.  Pancras,  etc.,  to  Ilitwick,  Ampthill, 
Turvej',  Olney,  Piddington,  Rushden,  Higham 
Ferrers,  Kettering,  Harpenden  Luton,  St.  Albans, 
Redbourn  and  Hemel  Hempsted  for  half-day  will 
be  issued  as  usual  at  Easter.  Similar  tickets  will 
also  be  issued  to  Northampton,  Bedford,  and 
Wallingborough  for  half-day  and  two  or  three 
days,  and  to  Leicester  and  Loughborough  every 
Thursday  for  day  and  half-day.  Cheap  week-end 
tickets  will  be  issued  on  Thursday,  April  16,  as  well 
as  on  Good  Friday  (where  train  servace  permits) 
and  Saturday,  April  17  and  18,  from  London  (St. 
Pancras)  and  other  Midland  stations  to  the  prin- 
cipal holiday  and  health  resorts  in  England  and 
Scotland,  and  will  be  available  for  return  up  to  and 
including  the  following  Tuesday,  April  21,  except 
day  of  issue. 

GREAT  NORTHERN  RAILWAY. 
Tlie  Great  Northern  Railway  Company's  Easter 
Excvirsion  programme  this  year  contains  an  ex- 
tensive and  varied  list  of  facilities  for  holiday- 
makers.  On  Thursday,  April  16,  there  are  ex- 
cursions for  five,  six  or  nine  days  to  Newcastle, 
Middlesbro',  Leeds,  Bradford,  Manchester,  Shef- 
field, Nottingham,  Cromer,  Ljun,  and  other  stations 
in  the  Norfolk,  Lincolnshire,  Nottinghamshire, 
Yorkshire,  Derbyshire,  Staffordshire,  Lancashire 
and  North-Eastern  Districts,  and  on  same  day  for 
five,  eight  or  eighteen  days  to  the  principal  stations 
in  Scotland.  On  Good  Friday,  Saturday,  Easter 
Sunday  and  Monday,  the  well-known  half-day  corridor 
excursion  to  Himtingdon,  Peterboro',  Nottingham, 
Grimsby,  etc.,  will  be  rvm,  with  bookings  for  various 
periods.  A  variety  of  day  and  half-day  trips  to 
Luton,  Dimstable,  Hertford,  Hitchin,  Letchworth, 
and  numerous  other  stations  will  be  rvm  on  Satur- 
day, April  18,  and  Easter  Monday.  The  popular 
half-day  non-stop  excursions  to  Skegness  will  be 
run  on  Good  Friday,  Easter  Sunday  and  Monday, 
leaving  King's  Cross  at  11.30  a.m..  arriving  back 
in  town  at  10  p.m.  The  trains  will  be  composed 
of  up-to-date  corridor  stock,  and  passengers  will 
have  four-and-a-half  hoiirs  by  the  sea  at  the  re- 
markably low  figure  of  33.  On  Saturdaj^  midnight, 
April  18,  an  excursion  for  three,  four  or"  eight  days 
will  be  run  to  principal  stations  in  the  West  Riding 
of  Yorkshire,  Sheffield,  Manchester,  Grimsby,  etc. 
The  week-end  (Friday  to  Tuesday)  tickets  usually 
issued  on  Friday  and  Saturday  will  also  be  issued 
on  Thursday,  April  16.  Copies  of  the  Great 
Northern  Co.'s  Easter  programme  can  be  obtained 
on  application  at  any  of  the  company's  stations  or 
offices. 

GREAT  CENTRAL  RAILWAY. 
To  those  who  are  looking  for  a  restful  and  health- 
giving  change  during  the  Easter  recess,  the  ABC 
Excursion  Programme  just  issued  by  the  Great 
Central  Railway  will  strongly  appeal.  Tlie  arrange- 
ments for  Thursday,  April  16,  cover  nearly  600  sea- 
side and  inland  resorts,  extending  tlirough  the 
Midland  Counties,  Yorkshire,  Lancashire,  Lincoln- 
shii-e,_North-East    and   North-West    Coasts,  and 


North  of  England  generally.  The  trains  are 
equipped  with  buffet  cars,  enabling  meals  to  be 
served  on  board  at  a  mo.st  reasonable  tariff.  The 
special  expresses  leave  Marylebone  at  convenient 
times,  and  arrangements  have  been  carefully 
made  to  shorten  the  journey  of  the  long-distance 
traveller  by  bringing  his  destination  as  near 
London  as  possible  in  point  of  time.  An  extra 
fast  train  will  leave  Marylebone  at  12.25  mid- 
night. Special  trains  will  also  be  run  on  Good 
Friday,  Saturday,  Sunday  and  Monday  (Bank 
Holiday).  Other  noticeable  features  of  the  pro- 
gramme are  the  issue  of  Saturday  to  Monday 
week-end  tickets,  frequent  day  and  half-day 
facilities,  and  cycle  and  pedestrian  tour  tickets  to 
the  picturesque  and  historical  country  in  Middlesex, 
Herts  and  Beechy  Bucks.  Copies  may  be  obtained 
free  at  Marylebone  Station,  Company's  suburban 
stations,  town  offices  and  agencies,  or  from  Pub- 
licity Dept.,  216,  Marylebone-road,  N.W. 


SOUTH-EASTERN  &  CHATHAM  RAILWAY. 
Excursion'  tickets  will  be  issued  to  Paris  by  a 
special  service,  via  Folkestone  and  Calais,  on  April 
16,  also  via  Folkestone  and  Boulogne  on  April  15, 
16,  17  and  18  ;  also  by  the  night  service,  via  Dover 
and  Calais.  A  special  service  to  the  French  Riviera, 
via  Folkestone  and  Calais,  by  which  cheap  tickets 
to  Cannes,  Nice,  Monte  Carlo,  Mentone,  etc.,  will  be 
issued,  leaves  Charing  Cross  at  2.50  p.m.  on  April 

16.  A  cheap  excursion  to  Boulogne  will  leave 
Charing  Cross  at  2.20  p.m.  on  Saturday,  April  18, 
and  Sunday,  April  19,  returning  on  Easter  Jlonday. 
Cheap  return  tickets  available  for  eight  days  will 
be  issued  from  Charing  Cross  to  Boulogne  from 
April  15  to  20,  inclusive,  available  by  the  10.0  a.m. 
and  2.20  p.m.  serx-ices.  Similar  tickets  will  also  be 
issued  to  Calais  by  the  9.0  a.m.  and  9.0  p.m.  services 
from  London  ;  also  by  the  special  service  leaving 
Charing  Cross  at  2.50  p.m.  on  April  16.  On  Good 
Friday,  Easter  Sunday  and  Easter  Mondav  special 
day  excursions  will  be  rim  to  Boulogne  and  Calais. 
Cheap  tickets  to  Brussels  by  the  Calais,  Boulogne 
and  Ostend  routes  wiU  be  issued  from  April  15  to 
20  inclusive,  available  for  eight  days.  Special 
cheap  eight-day  return  tickets  to  Amsterdam,  The 
Hague,  .and  other  Dutch  towns,  via  Queenboro' 
and  Flushing,  will  be  issued  from  April  1 5  to  20  in- 
clusive ;  also  eight-day  return  tickets  to  Ostend 
on  same  dates.  The  home  arrangements  are  as 
follows  : — Return  tickets  to  Tunbridge  AVells,  St. 
Leonards,  Hastings,  Bexhill,  Canterbm-y,  WTiit- 
stable,  Heme  Bay,  Birchington,  Westgate,"  Margate, 
Broadstairs,  Ramsgate,  Sandwich,  Deal,  Walmer,' 
Dover,  Folkestone,  ShornclLSe,  Hj'the,  Sandgate' 
and  New  Romney  (Littlestone-on-Sea)  will  be 
issued  from  London  by  certain  trains  on  April  16, 

17,  18,  and  19,  available  for  return  up  to  and  in- 
cluding April  21  by  any  train  (mail  and  boat  expresses 
excepted),  but  not  on  day  of  issue.  Cheap  day 
excursions  on  Good  Friday  and  Easter  Monday 
will  be  run  from  the  principal  London  stations  to 
Ashford,  Canterbury,  Deal,  Tunbridge  AA'ells, 
Hastings,  Bexhill,  'VMiitstable,  Heme  Bay,  Bir- 
chington, Ramsgate,  Broadstairs,  Margate,  Hji;he. 
Sandgate,  Folkestone,  Dover,  etc.  On  Easter 
Monday  a  special  cheap  day  excursion  will  be  mn 
to  Aldershot,  and  a  cheap  half-day  excursion  will 
also  be  run  to  AATiitstable  and  Herne  Bay.  Cheap 
return  tickets  from  London  to  the  Crj-stal  Palace 
(high  level),  including  admLssion,  will  be  is.sued  on 
Easter  Monday.  Full  particulars  of  the  Conti- 
nental and  home  excursions,  extension  of  time  for 
certain  return  tickets,  alterations  in  train  services, 
etc.,  are  given  in  the  special  holiday  programme 
and  bills. 

GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 
The  Great  Eastern  Railway  announce  that  in 
addition  to  the  tourist,  fortnightly,  and  Tliursday, 
Friday,  or  Saturday  to  Monday  or  Tuesday  tickets 
to  the  East  Coast  and  the  Norfolk  Broads"  districts 
(Aldeburgh,  Clacton,  Cromer,  Dovercourt,  Felix- 
stowe, Gorleston-on-Sea,  Harwich,  Himstanton, 
Lowestoft,  Mimdesley-on-Sea,  Sheringham,  South- 
wold,  Walton-on-Naze,  Yarmouth)  which  are 
issued  from  Liverpool-street  and  other  London  and 
suburban  stations,  there  will  be  special  excursion 
bookings  on  Tliursday,  April  16,  from  London 
(Liverpool-street  and  suburban  stations)  to  all 
the  principal  stations  in  the  Eastern  counties, 
including  Norwich,  Cambridge,  Wisbech,  Lj-nn. 
Fakenham  ;  also  by  the  Cathedral  route  to  the 
principal  towns  in  Lincolnshire,  Yorkshire,  Lanca- 
shire, North-Eastern  district  and  Scotland.  Tickets 
(excursion,  ordinary,  etc.)  can  be  obtained  in  ad- 
vance at  Liverpool-street  Station,  at  the  Great 
Eastern  West  End  ticket  and  inquiry  office,  12a, 
Regent -street,  and  at  the  company's  various  City, 
West  End,  and  other  booking-offices.  On  Thursday, 
April  16.  in  addition  to  relieving  trains,  special 
trains  will  be  run  from  Liverpool-street  to  Aide- 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


April  11,  1908 


The  Only 
Epfeotive 

INSECT 
REPELLER 


which    Is    NOT  CREASY, 
'NON-POISONOUS,  PERFECTLY 
'HARMLESS,    EASILY  APPLIED, 
'and  pleasant  and  refreshing  to  use. 


Prepared  ly 

FRANK  A.  ROGERS,  327,  Oxford  St.,  W. 

LOUGH  MELVIN,  IRELAND. 

FURNISHED  HOUSE 

TO  LET. 

Near  lake.  Three  sitting  rooms,  six 
bedrooms,  stabling;  plate,  linen,  atten- 
dance. Horse  and  car  if  required. — 
Apply,  Rev.  G.  C.  O'Keeffe,  Garrison 
Rectory,  Co.  Fermanagh. 


TROUT  FISHING 

T  WO    VA  CA  JSrClES 

occur  uii  KORTON  FISHING  CLUB  ■,valer.  One 
hour  from  King's  Cioss.  Half  mile  f  lom  station. 
Two  miles  river  and  lake.  Subsc-riptiun,  35 
guineas.— Particulai-s  apply  Secretary,  Norton 
Fisheries,  Ltd.,  Baldock,  Herts. 


TROUT  FISHING 


VACANCY  FOR  A  ROD 

Large  extent  of  water.  Brown,  Rainbow 
Trout  and  Grayling. — Apply, 

KEN  NET  VALLEY  FISHERIES,  Hungerford. 


RIVER  LEE. 

The  Lee  Conservancy  Board  Invite  APPLICA- 
TIONS to  TAKE  ON  LEASE,  as  a  Private 
Fishery,  for  a  temi  of  seven  years,  the  FISHERY 
AND  PREMISES  AT  KING  S  WEIH,  WORM- 
LEY,  near  BROXBOURNE,  HERTS,  which  is 
distant  15  miles  from  London,  and  one  mile  from 
Bro.xbourne  Station  (G.E.R.). 

The  Form  of  Lease  and  a  Plan  of  the  Fishery  can 
be  inspected,  and  full  particulars  obtained,  at  the 
Head  Olfice  of  the  Board,  12,  Finsbury  Circus, 
London,  E.C. ,  between  the  "hours  of  10  a.m.  and 
-t  p.m.  Tenders  sealed  and  endorsed  "Tender 
for  King's  Weir  Fishery, "  and  addressed  to  the 
undersigned,  must  be  delivered  at  the  Head 
Office  of  the  Board  not  later  than  10  a.m.  on 
Friday,  1st  Mav,  190S. 

S.  R.  HOBDAY, 
nil  April,  1908.  Clerk  to  the  Board. 

FISHING  LODGE 

TO  LET. 

Newly  Furnished  and  Decorated.  Situ- 
ated by  the  best  fishing  in  the  most 
charming  spot  on  the  shores  of  Lough 
Corrib.  Trout  averaged  about  2  lbs. 
on  the  artificial  fly  last  season. — Apply, 
Mr.  Allen,  Clonbur,  Co.  Galway. 

BRISTOL. 


An  old-established 

FISH  AND  POULTRY  BUSINESS. 

Commanding  premises.  Excellent  oppor- 
tunity for  a  good  firm  with  a  little  capital. 
Cheap  to  immediate  purchaser.  The 
freehold  can  be  acquired  if  desired.  One 
of  the  best  positions  in  the  City  of 
Bristol. — Address,  • 

C.  H.  TccKEE,  Auctioneers,  Bristol. 

SITUATION  WANTED 

AS 

Keeper  on  Trout  Farm  and 
Attendant  to  Hatchery. 

Ten  years'  experience ;  good  reference. — 
Elliot,  c/o  Stagg,  Shottermill,  Surrey. 

FISHING  ROI> 

Greenheart,  Hickory,  Ash,  and  Lance- 
wood,  specially  selected  by  Experts, 
supplied  in  lo^s,  planks  and  squares. 
WHOLESALE  ONLY. 

JOSEPH  OWEN  &  SONS,  Ltd., 

Timber  Merchants,  LIVERPOOL. 


SOUTH  EASTERN  &  CHATHAM 
RAILWAY. 


EASTER  HOLIDAYS 


CHEAP  TICKETS  will  be  issued  from  certain 
London  Stations  as  follows  : 


DliSTlSATlO.S'. 


^j^^-s  I  Rktcun  Farks. 

Vaud  ;  1  01.  ;2  CI.  3  CI. 


37/6  30/- 
12/6 
25/- 17/10 
132/- 

33/6 
26/7 
25/6 
22/5  — 


17/4 


Paris  (via  Calais  or  Bou- 
logne)   

Boulogne  

Do  

French  Riviera  (viaCalais) 

Brussels  (via  Calais  or 
Boulogne)   

Brussels  (via  Ostend)  

Amsterdam  (via  Flushing) 

The  Hague  (via  Flushing) 

Calais   

Do  

Ostend  

TICKETS  AVAILABLE  BY  ANY"  TRAIN 
(Mail  and  Boat  Expresses  e.vcepted)  will  be  issued 
from  LONDON  to  the  undermentioned  Stations 
on  .A.pril  16th,  17th,  18th,  and  19th,  available  for 
return  up  to  and  including  April  21st,  but  those 
issued  on  Thursday,  Friday,  and  Saturday,  will 
not  be  available  for  return  on  day  of  issue. 


14  58/4 

3  |21/- 

8  30/- 

80  192/- 

8  48/3 

8  38/- 

8  |S7/1 

8  32/10 

3  122/6 


14/- 

81/6  26/6  20/6 
28/9  i20/3|13/8 


Asliford  ... 
BexhUl  ... 
Birohi'gt'n 
Br'adstairs 
Canterbury 

Deal  

Dover   

Folkestone 
Hastings .. 
Heme  Bay 
Hythe   


Retcrx  Fakes.  Ketchk  Fa  kks- 

ici. :  2C'i.;8Ci.  fci.  ■  2ri.;3cr 

14/-:  9/_  7/-  Littlest' ne  16/- 12/- 9/- 

14/-'  9/-[7/6  Margate    16/- 12/- 8/- 

16/-  12/-18/-  Ramsgate  16/-  12/-'8/- 

il6/-  12/-i8/-  S.  L'nards  14/-  10/6  8/- 

14/- 10/6:8/-  Sandgate  17/6  12/6  9/- 

'18/612/6!9/-  Sandwich  18/612/6  9/- 

17/6 12/6;9/-  Sh'rncliffe  17/6  12/6  9/- 

17/612/6  9/-  Tun.WeUs  8/0'  5/6  4/6 

14/- 10/6,8/-  Walmer ..  18/6  12/6  9/ 

14/-10/-  7/-  Westgate  16/- 12/- 8/- 

.  17/6  12/6 9/-  Whitstbl.  14/-ilO/-7/- 

CHEAP  DAY  EXCURSIONS  on  GOOD 
FRIDAY  and  EASTER  MONDAY  from  the 
Principal  LONDON  STATIONS  to  Ashford, 
Canterbuiy,  Deal,  Tunbridge  Wells,  Hastings, 
Bexhill,  Whitstable,  Heme  Bay,  Birehington, 
Margate,  Broadstairs,  Ramsgate,  Hythe,  Sand- 
;ate,  Folkestone,  Dover,  <tc.  On  Ea.ster  Monday 
mly  Half-Day  Excursion  to  Whitstable  and 
Herne  Bay,  and  Day  Excursion  to  Aldershot. 

CRYSTAL  PALACE  (HIGH  LEVEL)  on 
EASTER  MONDAY.  Cheap  Return  Tickets  (in- 
cluding Admission)  will  be  issued  from  London. 

For  full  particulars  of  the  above  Continental 
and  Home  Excursions,-  Alterations  in  Train 
Services,  Ac,  see  Special  Holiday  Progranmie 
and  Bills. 

VINCENT  W.  HILL,  General  Manager. 


ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY. 

Patpon :  HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING. 

President— H.H.H.  The  Duke  at  Connaught,  K.G. 

ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 

Good  Friday,  April   17,  1908, 

AT    7  O'CLOCK. 

HANDEL'S 

MESSIAH 

(With  Handel's  Original  Accompaniments.) 

MADAME  EMILY  SOUIRE 
MADAME  ADA  CROSSLEY 
MR.    ALFRED  HEATHER 
MR.   HERBERT  BROWN 

Organist — Mr.  H.  L.  Balfoue,  Mus.B. 
Conductor— Sir  FREDERICK  BRIDGE,  M.V.O. 

Doors  open  at  0  ;  commence  at  7  o'clock. 
Stalls,  7«.  6d. ;  Arena,  6s. ;  Boxes  £1  11«.  6d.  to 
£3  3«.  Balcony,  Reserved,  (rows  1  to  4)  5s.;  l^nre- 
served,  (5  to  8)  4s. ;  Gallery  (Promenade),  One 
Shilling.  Tickets  at  Royal  Albert  Hall,  and 
usual  Agents, 


ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 

GRAND 

EMPIRE  CONCERT 

(Under  the  direction  of  Dr.  CHARLES  HARRIS) 

for  tlie  benefit  of  the  Victoria  League 
and  the  Empire  Education  Fund, 
SATURDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  23rd,  at  3. 

MADAME  ALBANI. 
-MISS  ALYS  BAI'EMAN. 
MADAME  ADA  CROSSLEY 

MR.  BEN  DAVIES. 
SIR  CHARLES  SANTLEY. 
THE  ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY. 
THE  LONDON  SYMPHONY  ORCHE.STRA. 
Prices :  Boxes,  4  Guineas,  3  Guineas,  and 
£1  lis.  6d.    Stalls,  10s.  6d.    Arena,  7s.  erf.  Bal- 
cony, reserved,  5s.  ;  unreserved,  3s.  Gallery,  l.s. 

Tickets  may  be  obtained  at  the  Box  Office 
Royal   Albert  Hall  ;    the  Secretary,  Victoria 
League,  Milll)ank  House,  2,  Wood  Street;  West- 
minster ;  and  of  IBBS  it  Tii.i.eti',  T).  Hanover 
iiuare,  W.    Telephone  :  "  31i':i  M:i>  t.in  ■ 
Doors  open  at  2.     Carri,i-e-.  .u 


TO  LET. 

ANGLING  IN  IRELAND, 

Co.  Donegal, 

for  whole  or  part  of  season.  Sole  right  of 
angling  from  north  side  of  Gweeliara  River  from 
Doocharry  to  Loughbarra— a  dista'>ce  of  eight 
miles.  Also  right  of  angling  on  Loughbarra, 
where  a  boat  is  always  available.  Important 
salmon  fishery  on  this  river.  For  angling  it  is 
second  to  none  in  the  county.  Season  salmon 
and  sea  trout  rise  freely  on  tlie  tly  in  both  river 
and  lake,  from  March  to  November.  Daily  or 
average  take  from  4  to  6  salmon  ;  from  8  to  10  not 
unusual. — Apply  to  John  McEmiNBr  (Agent), 
Doochary  P.O.,  by  Strabane,  Co.  Donegal. 

TO  LEtI 

AWELL-FURNiSHED  HOUSE 

(UARUTA) 

On  the  famous  Kiver  Erne,  half-way 
hetween  Belleek  and  Bally  shannon,  from 
1st  May  till  end  of  September  or 
portion  of  that  period  if  required.— 
For  fty:ther  particulars  apply  to  Capt.  D. 
AuCHENLECK,  Laputa,  Ballyshannon. 


A  CLUB,  having  4  miles  of 

TROUT  FISHING 

(both  banks)  in  Hertfordshire,  has 
FOUR  VACANCIES. 

End  of  ■water  2J  miles  from  rail-way 
station.  Good  Inn  close  to  water.  Sub- 
scription, £25  ;  Entrance  Fee,  £5. — Apply 
to  P.  C.  Poller,  Youngsbury,  Ware. 


WANTED  IMMEDIATELY. 

A    USEFUL  LAD 

about  IS  years  of  age  (son  of  a  Fishery 
Keeper  preferred),  to  help  on  a  large  Fish 
Hatchery  in  Hertfordshire.-Apply,  giving 
full  particulars,  to  Secretary,  Norton 
Fisheries,  Ltd.,  Baldock,  Herts. 


WANTED 

for  latter  half  of  August,  small 

FURNISHED  COTTAGE  OR  BUNGALOW 

West  Coast  Scotland.  Good  Loch  and 
River  Fishing  indispensable.  Near  coast 
preferred.  —  T.  S.  Mayall,  Oakfield, 
Ashton-in-Makerfield,  Lanes. 


THE  RIVER  DEE  FISHERY, 

CORWEN,  NORTH  WALES. 

Water  strictly  preserved  for  half-a-century, 
and  the  length  of  bank  is  upwards  of  12  miles. 

FOR  AN  G  LI  NO  ONLY. 

Open  to  Anglers  for  Trout,  Grayling,  &c., 
but  not  Salmon  or  Sea  Trout. 


Weekly  £0  6  0 
Day  ...     0    2  0 


Season...  £1  10  0 
Monthly    10  0 


FOR  SAL.E. 


Hig-hest  class,  2-pieee,  10  ft. 
SPLIT-CANE 

TROUT  ROD 

by  .T.  Bernard  <fe  Son,  2  tops,  lock  joints, 
cornelian  butt  and  end  rings,  top  case,  shaped 
corked  handle,  perfect  y  as  good  as  new. 
Approval,  references.  Price,  £3  3s.,  cost  £4  10s. 
—OSBORNE  BLYXHE,  Architect,  ASHINGTON, 
Northumberland, 


TO  DRY  FLY  MEN. 

FLYFLOAT 

(PAT.  PROY.) 
Secures  a  nui.rimum  of  buoyancy  with  a 
mirmmim  of  whipping.  One  dressing 
lasts  for  hours.  Much  superior  to  odour- 
less paraffin.  In  neat  bottle  for  the 
pocket,  with  brush  and  directions,  /// 
post  free  from 

J.  GRAIC,  1,  Lindsay  Road,  DUBLIN. 


LOUGH  CORRIB. 


Furnished  .House  to  Let 

for  one  or  more  months,  beside  the  best  Hshing 
grouuds.— ii)X)ly,  AIokkis,  Oughterard. 


Cast  yonr  Eye  on  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  PLIES, 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  28.,  6  doz.  for  38.  6d., 

or  12  doz.  (or  6s. 
THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 

WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 
for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powers 

— having  no  e((ual. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle, 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 


WHITE  BROTHERS, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 
  OMAOH,  IRELAND, 


H.  JOHNSON,  Gut  Merchant. 

Send  1/.  for  3  SAMPLE  CASTS,  3  yards  each, 
tapered,  tine,  medium,  and  strong,  and  see 
Quality. 

BEST   SELECTED   DRAWN    GUT,  3,  4,  and  5x, 

13  in.,  2/6  ;  10  in.,  3/- ;  18  in.,  4/-  per  100. 
BEST  UNDRAWN  GUT,  2.\,  line,  16  in.,  2/6; 

18  in.,  3/- ;  20  in.,  3/6  per  100. 
GUT    CASTS,    FIRST    QUALITY,  1  yard,  1/4; 

2  yards,  2/6  ;  3  yards,  3/6  per  doz. 
BEST    SOLID    PLAITED    ROACH    LINES,  per 

100  yards,  1/6;  BARBEL  2/-;  PIKE,  3/6. 
BEST    NOTTINGHAIVl    LOBS    AND    BAG,  3/4 

per  1,000.  THE  trade  sdpplibd. 

155,  Waterway  Street,  Nottingham. 


LIVERPOOL 

Ang-ling-  Association. 

(Founded  1878). 


Headqiiaitets:  DE  SlhVA'S  HOTICL, 
OnvcH  S<jiiiire  and  St.  tTohti's  Luiie. 


TROUT  &  COARSE  FISHING. 

For  Particulars  of  Membership,  apply — 
  HY.  L.  GOLDSMITH,  62,  Dale  Street, 


SALMON  ANGLING 

GALWAY. 

Prospectus-  and  Rales  for  1908  on 
application.  Catch  last  Reason,  737. 
Season  Rods,  February-Septem- 
ber inclusive,  60  Guineas.  Pro-rata 
deduction  for  lapsed  time. — Apply,  The 
Clkek,  Fishery  Ofhce,  Galway. 


RAINBOW  TROUT  from  6  to  12  ins. 
TENCH  -   -   -   .   „    1  „  2  lbs. 


THE  WELHAM  PARK  FISH 
HATCHERY,  LTD., 

MALTON,  YORKSHIRE. 


CLEOBURY  NORTH  FISHERY 

SHROPSHIRE. 

Proprietor — E.  S.  Hamilton-Russell. 
Brown,  Loch  Leven,  and  Rainbow  Trout, 
for  delivery  from  Ludlow  or  Bridgnorth 
Stations. 

Apply  J.  Maetin,  The  Fishery,  Cleobui-y 
North,  Bridgnorth. 


Pears' 


Economy  is  a  watchword 
of  the  thrifty. 

That's  one  reason  so 
many  prosperous  people 
use  Pears*  Soap.  There's 
no  waste  about  it.  It  wears 
out,  of  course. 


On  sale  everywhere. 


April  11,  1908 
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burgli,  Ipswich,  Yarmouth,   Lowestoft,  Norwich, 
Sheringham,   Cromer,   Colchester,  Clacton-on-Sea, 
W»lton-on-Naze,  FeUxstowe,  Hvmstanton,  Mimdeis- 
ley,    and    Sheringham.    On   Good    Friday,  with 
certain  modifications  and  additions,  the  trains  will 
bo  r\m  the  same  as  on  Simdays.    Special  trains  will 
be  run  at  5.5  a.m.  from  Liverpool-street  to  Ipswich, 
and  at  9.4  to  Yarmouth  and  Lowestoft,  via  Ipsvyich, 
both  calling  at  the  principal  intermediate  stations. 
Special  trains  will  also  bo  run  on  several  of  tlie 
branches  in  connection  with  trains  to  and  from 
London.    On  Saturday,  April  18,  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  persons  detained  at  business  until  late  in 
the   evening   special   midnight   trains   will  leave 
Liverpool-street  at  12.20  for  Norwich,  via  Cam- 
bridge, and  at  12.25  for  Clacton-on-Sea,  Ipswich, 
-Yarmouth  and  Lowestoft,  via  Colchester,  calling  at 
the  principal  intermediate  stations.   The  12.3  night 
(supper  train)  from  London  to  Clacton  will  not  run. 
Restaurant  cars  will  be  run  from  London  to  Clacton 
on  the  12.25  night  special.    Excursion  tickets  are 
issued  daily  from  Liverpool-street  and  other  London 
and  suburban  stations  to  Epping  Forest  {Chingford, 
Loughton,  etc.),  Southend-on-Sea,  and  Biurnham-on- 
Crouch,  etc.  ;   to  Broxboiu-ne  and  Rye  House  on 
Good  Friday,  Satxu'day  and  Easter  Sunday  and 
Monday ;     to    Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on-Naze, 
Dovercourt  and  Harwich  on  Easter  Monday.  On 
Good  Friday  and  Easter  Sunday  to  Hertford  and 
Cambridge  from    Liverpool-street    and  Hackney 
Downs.  On  Saturday  to  Hertford  from  St.  Pancras 
On  Easter  Monday  to  Hertford,  Cambridge  and 
Elv,  from  Liverpool-street,  St.  Pancras,  etc.  Half- 
day  excursion  on  Easter  Monday  to  Cambridge 
from  Liverpool-street    and    St.  Pancras,  and  an 
express  half-day  excursion  will  be  run  to  Clacton-on 
Sea  from  St.  Pancras  and  stations  on  the  Tottenham 
:  and  Hampstead  Joint  Line.    Several  of  the  usual 
up-expresses  (including  the  7.35  a.m.  and  1.40  p.m. 
from  Yarmouth  and  the  1.13  p.m.  from  Cromer) 
will  not  nm  on  Easter  Monday,  but  will  run  instead 
on  Tuesday,  April  21,  on  which  date  restaurant 
cars  will  nm  on  the  7.40  a.m.  train  from  Clacton-on- 
Sea.    On  Tuesday,  April  21,  a  special  morning 
express  train  wilMeave  Felixstowe  Town  at  7.10  a.m. 
and  Ipswich  at  7.43  a.m.  for  Liverpool-street. 

LONDON,  BRIGHTON  &  SOUTH-COAST 
RAILWAY. 

The  special  cheap  week-end  tickets  will  be  issued 
on  April  16  to  19,  available  for  retmn  on  any  day 
up  to  and  including  Tuesday,  April  21.  A  special 
fourteen-day  excm-sion  to  Dieppe,  Rouen  and  Paris 
will  be  rim  via  the  Newhaven-Dieppe  Royal  Mail 
route,  through  the  charming  scenery  of  Normandy 
and  the  Valley  of  the  Seine.  The  tickets  will  be 
issued  on  Thursday,  April  16,  by  the  morning  and 
special  afternoon  express  services,  also  bj^  the 
express  night  service  on  April  15  to  18.  Special 
cheap  return  tickets  to  Dieppe  will  be  issued  on 
April  16  to  20,  available  for  return  on  any  day  up 
to  and  including  the  following  Tuesday.  At  Dieppe 
the  Casino  will  be  open  for  the  holidays,  and  these 

'  cheap  tickets  include  free  admission  to  the  Casino. 
On  Good  Friday,  Easter  Sunday  and  Monday,  trains 
at  day  excursion  fares  will  be  run  from  London  to 
Brighton,  Hove,  Worthing,  Midhurst,  Pulborough, 

-  Littkhampton,  Bognor,  Southsea,  Portsmouth,  the 
Isle  of  Wight,  Lewes,  Tunbridge  Wells,  Seaford, 

.  Eastbourne,  Bexhill,  St  Leonards,  Hastings,  etc. 
Express  half-day  excursions  will  be  run  to  Brighton 
on  Good  Friday,  Easter  Simday  and  Monday  from 
'  London  Bridge,  Victoria,  etc.,  also  on  Easter  Sun- 
day from  Tooting,  Wimbledon,  Mitcham,  etc. 
Extra  trains  will  be  run  from  London  as  required 

.  by  the  traffic  to  the  Crystal  Palace  grand  sacred 

,  ;eoncert  on  Good  Friday,  and  the  special  holiday 
entertairmaents  on  Easter  Monday  and  following 
days.  Special  Saturday  to  Tuesday  tickets  will  a;lso 
be  issued  from  London  to  Portsmouth,  Hayling 
Island,   Southsea,   and  the  Islo  of  Wight.  The 

: .  Brighton  Company  announce  that  their  West  End 
Offices,  28,'  Regent-street,  Piccadilly,  will  remain 
open  until  10.0  p.m.  on  the  evenings  of  April  15, 
16  and  18,  for  the  sale  of  the  special  cheap  and  ordi- 
nary tickets  to  all  parts  of  the  line,  and  to  the  Conti- 
nent, at  the  same  fares  as  charged  at  London 
Bridge  and  Victoria. 


NEW  PISCATOEIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents, 
55  and  5G,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. : — 

26120.  Fishing.  G.W.  Tarver,  Melwaters,  Oulton 
Broad,  Suffolk.  Landing-nooses  and  the  like. — 
A  landing-device  cons-ists  of  a  ring  carrying  one  or 
more  inwardly  projecting  hinged  spikes,  which  are 
lowered  down  the  line  to  the  fish.  In  order  to  allow 
the  ring  to  be  placed  round  the  line  it  is  formed 
with  a  hinged  section,  or  with  a  radial  slot  which 
may  be  closed  by  a  sliding  collar.  The  lowering- 
lines  may  be  attached  to  hinged  arms  on  the  ring. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebitor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  hy  our  Correspondents.] 

ANGLING  IN   THE  SPAWNING  SEASON. 
De\R  Sir,— I  suppose  that  nothing  one  can  say 
will  have  the  least  effect  upon  the  arrangements 
of  the  Bolton  Anglers,  or  convince  them  ot  the 
enormity  of  their  proposed  inroad  mto  Norfolk 
next  week,  from  a  sporting  pomt  of  view.  As 
anglers  enjoy  a  longer  period  of  open  season  than 
any  other  sportsmen,  three  months  out  of  the  year 
is  surely  not  too  long  a  period  of  rest  to  allow  their 
quarry.     As    your    correspondent    "  Peter "  m- 
formfi  us,  the  Bolton  Anglers  have  trout  as  well  as 
coarse  fish  in  their  waters,  so  that  even  for  these 
three  months  their  rods  need  never  he  idle,  yet, 
according  to  his  own  admission,  there  are  at  least 
300  of  these  (2Mast: -sportsmen  who  intend  to  fish  inNor- 
folk  during  the  coming  holidays.     Let  us  hope  that 
they  are  the  only  association  who  will  so  far  disgrace 
themselves.    I  live  in  what  I  don't  hesitate  to 
describe  as  one  of  the  poorest  parts  of  the  country 
as  regards  fishuig,  yet  I  will  venture  to  prophesy 
that  the  anglers  here  will  not  take  so  mean  an  ad- 
vantage of  what  fish  we  have  as  to  emulate  the  Bolton 
sportsmen  during  the  Easter  holidays.    I  flatter 
myself  I  am  as  keen  an  angler  as  any  other  reader 
of  your  excellent  paper  ;  but,  quite  apart  from  a 
question  of  sporting  behaviour,  I  would  not  go  a 
mile  to  get  the  best  fishing  in  the  country  dtu-mg 
the  close  time,  and  the  reason  is  surely  obvious.  It 
is  chiefly  because  I  cannot  see  what  pleasure  can  be 
derived  from  the  capture  of  a  fish  that  is  too  weak 
and  sick  to  offer  the  least  show  of  fight,  as  will 
certainly  be  the  case  of  pike  or  perch  during  April ; 
it  is  also  because  when  you  have  caught  the  fish 
his  condition  is  such  as  to  render  him  fit  only  to 
throw  to  the  nearest  cat. 

If  they  fish  at  TOiitsuntide,  as  I  have  no  doubt 
they  will,  roach  and  bream  will  be  just  as  bad. 
Personally,  I  never  consider  roach  fit  to  take  till 
July,  however  forward  the  season,  but  at  Easter 
tune,  and  more  especially  at  Whitsuntide,  their 
condition  is  awful.  No,  I  cannot  congratulate  the 
Bolton  sportsmen  upon  then?  good  taste  in  fishing 
for  coarse  fish  out  of  season,  when  they  might  catch 
trout  at  their  best.  If,  as  "  Peter  "  assures  us, 
their  own  waters  are  open  to  them  during  the  holi- 
days, and  if  they  must  catch  coarse  fish  out  of 
season,  why  don't  they  stay  at  home,  instead  of 
disgracing  the  very  name  of  "  angler  "  in  another 
county  ? 

"  Nature  unassisted,"  sa.y  the  Bolton  Anglers, 
"  cannot  maintain  a  sufficient  supply  of  fish  for 
us  "  ;  so  at  home  they  assist,  and  impede  her  as 
little  as  possible.  It  does  not,  however,  matter  to 
them  what  they  do  elsewhere.  Apropos  of  what 
does  "  Peter  "  launch  forth  into  this  self -laudatory 
account  of  the  efforts  of  the  Bolton  Association  in 
pisciculture,  as  if  they  were  unique?  Most  of  the 
big  associations  help  their  waters  by  restocking. 
It  appears  to  me  quite  beside  the  question,  unless  to 
show  their  carefulness  of  their  own  waters  as  con- 
trasted with  their  carelessness  of  others.  Do  all 
the  noble  300  sportsmen  really  intend  to  confine 
their  evil  attentions  to  one  piece  of  water — the 
Dilham  Canal  ?  They  might  at  least  have  the 
gi-ace  to  spread  themselves  out  a  bit  mora  Tlie 
fact,  which  your  correspondent  mentions,  that  on 
some  trout  streams  coarse  fishing  during  the  fence 
months  is  permitted  and  even  encouraged,  has 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  case  in  question. 
In  one  instance  it  is  a  case  of  taking  more  or  less 
preserved  fish  out  of  season,  in  the  other  of  purposely 
ridding  the  water  of  them  owing  to  the  injury  done 
by  them  to  the  trout  ova. 

Well,  all  one  can  do  is  to  wish  them  loose  lines, 
and  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  it  would  incon- 
venience better  sportsmen  than  themselves,  bad 
weather. — Yours  truly,  Rutilus. 

[It  is  incomprehensible  how  any  body  of  men 
calling  themselves  anglers  should  act  in  this  way. 
All  good  East  Anglian  anglers  are  ashamed  of  their 
immoral  exemption  from  the  Freshwater  Fishery 
Act,  and  they  do  not  fishfor  spawning  fish,  although 
the  law  allows  them  to  do  so. — Ed.] 

ON  FLIES  AND  THEIR  DRESSINGS. 

Deajb  Sm, — I  was  greatly  interested  in  the  article 
headed  "  A  Few  Notes  on  Flies  and  Their  Dressings  " 
in  the  'Fishing  Gazette  of  April  4.  To  save  the 
writer  from  claiming  to  be  the  first  to  dress  the  Iron 
Blue  with  a  feather  from  the  jackdaw,  allow  me 
to  give  a  dressing  copied  from  an  old  dilapidated 
manuscript  q.ver  forty  years  ago,  called  Robert 
Wliitehead's  Derbyshire  flies.  I  have  thought 
from  what  I  have  seen  of  Aldam's  that  he  had 
some  of  his  flies  from  the  same  source. 

"  Iron  Blue  comes  about  April  25  and  continues 
till  the  latter  end  of  Jime.    To  be  made  from  the 


jackdaw's  ruff  or  torn-tit's  tail  ;  dark  lead-coloured 
silk,  dubbing  mole's  fur,  hook  ;No.  1  or  0,  made 
•small,  to  be  fished  on  cold,  rough  days."^ 

I  have  always  made  my  Old  J oan  (we  call  it  so  after 
Wallwork)  from  what  he  calls  the  wrong  feather 
from  under  the  woodcock's  wing,  which  you  so 
beautifully  illustrate,  and  should  value  some  the 
size  and  shade  of  the  drawing.  It  is  the  best  fly 
we  use  here  for  early  fishing.  I  have  caught  fish 
with  it  up  to  31b.  we'ight.  The  fly  is  made  hackle, 
and  the  "  correct  "  feather  would  he  too  large  to 
dress  it,  besides  being  the  wrong  shape,  one  side  of 
the  feather  being  much  longer  than  the  other. 
■  I  enclose  one  as  I  dress  it  and  one  of  "  Robert 
Whitehead's  "  Orange  Brown,  .  which  is  a  grand 
evening  fly  for  a  reservoir. — Yours  truly, 

Ja.s.  Wood. 

[It  is  a  matter  of  taste,  but  both  feathers  make 
very  good  flies — if  the  natural  wing  is  not  mottled. 
The  use  of  a  mottled  feather  cannot  be  so  strictly 
correct  as  the  use  of  a  plain  one.  I  have  often 
wondered  why  teal  is  at  times  so  deadly  in  a  small 
trout-fly  wing,  as  the  natm-al  flies  which  the  fish 
take  at  the  time  have  usually  quite  a  plain  wing. 
Some  of  the  sedges  are  well  barred  or  mottled,  and 
also  some  of  the  moths,  but  none  of  the  small 
cock-winged  flies  that  I  can  think  of.  The  May  Fly 
has  a  few  distinct  black  markings  and  the  March 
Brown  and  Tuikey  Brown  have  marked  wings. 
The  lion  Blue  is  the  worst  fly  I  know  not  to  have 
with  you  when  the  rise  is  on,  for  the  trout  are  out 
for  that  particular  Dun,  and  very  rarely  will  look 
at  anything  else.  The  February  Red  is  dressed 
■wath  different  materials,  as  arc  most  of  our  imita- 
tions.— Ed.] 


RECORDS  OF  SPECIMEN  FISH.. 

Dear  Sir, — Seeing  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
March  28  that  Mr.  Jardine  is  keeping  records  of 
specimen  fish,  I  think  the  specimens  of  the  Leicester 
Angling  Club  will  be  of  interest  ;  therefore,  I  give 
you  herewith  a  few  names  of  the  best  specimens. 
I  will  commence  with  pike  : — 

Pike— Mr.  T.  Bollard,  221b.,  25lb.  ;  Mr.  A.  Cham- 
berlain, 231b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Birkett,  171b.  lloz.  ;  Master 
G.  Bollard  (aged  twelve),  101b.  12oz.  Bream — 
Mr.  W.  Manship,  5lb.  6oz.,  .51b.  ;  Mr.  F.  Marshall, 
51b.  4-|oz.  Chub— Ml-.  F.  Marshall,  5lb.  4|oz.  ;  Mr. 
W.  Manship.  51b.  Perch— Mr.  G.  Bollard,  1  lb.  15ioz. ; 
Mr.  A.  Earp,  lib.  15oz. ;  Mr.  W.  Haddon,  21b.  2ioz. 
Tench— Mr.  G.  Hinton,  41b.  4oz.  ;  IVIi-.  A.  O.  Tebbs, 
41b.  Roach— Mr.  J.  Hobbs,  lib.  lloz.";  Mr.  T. 
Bollard,  lib.  13ioz.  Dace  —  Mr.  J.  Growcock, 
14|oz. 

All  these  fish  are  cased,  and  are  to  be  seen  at  the 
Three  Cranes  Hotel,  Humberstone, 'Great  Leicester. 
— Yours  truly,  F.  B.  Lewis. 

p.S. — Since  writing  enclosed  letter  I  have  heard 
of  a  perch,  41b.,  that  is  on  show  at  a  public-house  in 
Thurmaston,  a  village  three  miles  from  Leicester. 
If  it  will  interest  you,  I  will  make  inquiries  con- 
cerning this. 


FISHING  AT  GOTHA— THE  DEE  AT  COR  WEN- 
*  Dear  Sir, — I  must  spend  the  next  six  months  or 
so  at  Gotha,  Thuringia,  Germany.  Can  you  or  any 
of  j'our  many  readers  tell  me  anything  about  trout 
(fly)  fishing  there  ?  I  hear  there  is  some,  but  what  I 
carmot  find  out.  Although  a  reader  of  your  paper 
for^niany  years,  I  think  this  is  the  first  time  1  have 
troubled  you. 

Re  fishing  for  boys  :'  •  I  quite  agree  with  what 
"  Pater  Faniilias  "  says  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
March  14  about  the  Deo  between  Carrog  and 
Ber-wjTi.  I  have  fished  from  Corwen  down  for 
some  years.  Last  year  I  stayed  at  Corwen  at  the 
Owen  Glendour  Hotel,  and  was  well  taken  care  of. 
My  best  dav  was  twenty-three  fish,  weight. 
IGlb.  3oz.  ;  best  fish,  1  lb.  lOoz.  Mr.  Stansfield,  of 
Corwen,  who  advertises  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  is  a 
fine  fisherman,  and  will  supply  you  with  the  flies 
that  are  the  best.  For  the  next  week  or  so  March 
Brown  and  February  Red.  Be  sure  and  have  a 
long-handled  landing-net  with  spike  at  end  for 
wading.    Tlianldng  you. — Yom-s  truly, 

H.  Harris  Newberry. 


FISHING  IN  INDIA— SEA  AND  HARBOL'E. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  reader  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  inform  me  if  there  is  any  book  (ex- 
cept Thomas'  "Rod  in  India  ")  or  any  paper  on  the 
subject  of  Indian  sea  or  harbour  fishing  '!  If  you 
will  be  good  enough  to  reply  to  this  in  your  valuable 
paper,  I  shall  be  greatly  obliged. — Yours  truly, 

Batavia.  B.  T.  de  Brtjigi. 

[I  know  no  book  on  Indain  sea-fishing.  We 
had  some  articles  on  the  subject  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  some  years  ago  ;  I  forget  the  exact  date. — 
Ed.] 


FISHING  AT  LOUGH  MELVIN  AT  EASTER. 
Dear  Sib, — I  am  thinking  of  spending  my  Easter 
at  Lough  Melvin,  Ballyshannon,  and  would  like  to 
meot  three  more  ardent  fishermen  to  make  up  a 
party  of  four.  My  idea  is,  we  should  meet  at 
Heysham  on  the  boat  on  Thursday  night,  proceed 
to  Melvin,  and  put  up  at  mv  old  fisherman's, 
Magonigle,  Dernasser,  Lough  Melvin,  who  has  two 
boats,  and  return  by  Monday  night's  boat  from  Bel- 
fast. This  will  be  my  fifteenth  visit  to  Melvin,  and 
I  can  always  find  a  fresh  charm  and  a  longing  to  o-q 
again.  If  three  ardent  fishermen,  who  will  go  to 
fish,  will  communicate  with  me,  I  will  make  all 
arrangements  for  the  week  end. — Yours  truly, 

„ . , . ,  Leasteb  Dixon 

Kibble-terrace,  Settle,  Yorks. 

FURNISHED  HOUSE  AND  GOOD  IRISH 

SALMON  FISHING  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  Mr.  T.  Cormell  Smith  in 
yoi^  last  issue,  if  this  gentleman  will  communicate 
with  me  direct,  I  can  give  him  the  information  he 
requires.— Yours  truly,        E.  L.  Homies  Leigh. 
Rookfield  House,  Letterfrack,  Connemara, 
Ireland. 


THE  TERMS   "PRIEST"  AND 
"  lOSrUCKLEDUSTER." 
Dear    Sir,— In   reply    to    your  correspondent 
Ignatius,"  the  difference  between  a  "  Priest  "  and 
a  "  Knuckleduster  "  is  very  marked.    The  former  is 
more  of  a  life-preserver — a  sliort  piece  of  cane  with 
a  lump  of  lead  or  iron  about  the  size  of  an  egg  on 
one  end.    This  is  used,  as  we  say,  as  a  "  gentle 
persuader,"  and  we  must  all  agree  that  the  argument 
would  be  very  forcible.    The  "  I^uckleduster  "  is 
an  instrument  which  is  used  by  placing  the  fingers 
through  four  holes  in  a  piece  of  metal  and  closing 
the  fist,   thereby  protecting  the  knuckles  when 
knockmg  off  the  dust  from  an   assailant's  face. 
These  implements,  I  should  hope,  would  be  only 
used    when    absolutely    necessary. — Yours  truly 
Plymouth.  William  Heaeder. 

SEA-FISHING  WANTED. 
Dear  Sib, — Can  any  of  your  readers  tell  me  of  a 
town  to  reside  in  where  I  could  obtain  decent  sea- 
fishing,  other  than  boat,  for  a  good  part  of  the  year, 
round  about  the  west  or  south-west  coast  ?  f 
know  Plymouth  is  good,  but  not  a  desirable  resi- 
dence in  the  winter,  I  beUeve.  The  pier  fishing 
here  (Ilfracombe)  is  very  indifferent. — Yours  truly, 

Nottingham  Reel. 

RE  LIMERICK  HOOKS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reference  to  your  remark  about 
Limerick  hooks  being  the  best,  I  came  across  the 
following  in  a  book  published  by  William  Shipley, 
dated  1838,  pages  63-66.  "  Colonel  Hawker,  on 
the  other  hand,  observes,  with  regard  to  hooks, 
'I  have  always  found  the  Irish  hooks  far  superior 
to  ours.  The  best,  I  believe,  are  bought  in  Limerick.' 
There  are  in  favour  of  the  Limerick  hooks.  Sir  H. 
Davey,  Mr.  Taylor,  Professor  Reunie,  Mr.  Ronalds, 
and  Colonel  Hawker.  The  celebrated  Limerick 
hooks  made  by  O'Shaughnessy  are  by  far  the  best- 
tempered  hooks  in  the  market,  being  capable  of 
holding  a  fish  of  30lb.,  and  stand  a  very  little  out- 
wards, which  is  certainly  an  advantage."  This 
bears  out  your  statement  ;  so  we  see  bv  that  the 
slight  "  outward  tendency  "  claimed  by  Mr.  Kelson 
was  in  use  more  than  eighty  years  ago. — Yours 
truly,  Charles  Dejonge. 

Dublin. 

[There  can  be  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  idea 
of  giving  a  slight  outward  direction  to  the  point  of 
the  Limerick  (and  other  hooks)  is,  as  our  correspon- 
dent says,  more  than  eighty  years  old  ;  but,  as  I 
said  last  week,  it  is  quite  a  matter  of  opinion  as  to 
whether  it  is  an  improvement  on  the  straight-pull 
point,  in  which  the  direction  of  the  point  is  parallel 
with  the  shank. — Ed.] 
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sportswoman.    Are  the  charges  for  trout  and  salmon 
fishing  high  ?— and  where  could  comfortable  quarters 
be  had  ?    Thanking  you  in  anticipation. --Yours 
■ ,  ^''  J.  H.  D. 

"Ti     T?'  xi'r'^'^  *°  ^^essrs.  Twiss, 

Ti  e  Library,  Ilfracombe,  for  Mr.  Vernon's  little 
-'ingler  s  Guide  to  the  District.— Ed.] 

"ACUTE  RHEUMATISM." 
Deab  Sir,— The  correspondence  in  reference  to 
a  cure  for  rheumatism  is  proving  very  interesting 
to  he"^^  anglers  who  are  not  so  young  as  they  used 

Would  "  F.  H.  B."  kindly  say  where  "  Asperin  " 
can  be  obtamed  ?  We  have  not  all  of  us  either 
time  or  money  to  go  away  for  treatment,  and  I  am 
one  of  those  who  believe  that  there  is  a  simnle 
remedy  for  every  evil  under  the  sun,  if  we  can  onlv 
nnd  it. — Yom-s  truly,  Luce 

[I  should  advise  my  readers  not  to  take  any  drug 
unknown  to  them  wthout  consulting  their  doctor 
Some  of  these  drugs  are  anything  but  safe  tinners  to 
experiment  with. — Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  THE   LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Dear  Sib, — I  am  thinking  of  shortly  going  for  a 
little  fishing  to  the  Lake  district,  or,  to  be  more 
precise,  near  Keswick. 

Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly  give  me 
some  information  as  to  (1)  rivers  (for  trout),  (2) 
lakes,  (3)  the  best  flies  to  use  about  Easter  time  ? 
— -the  rivers  and  lakes  to  be  within  a  radius  of  not 
more  than  ten  miles  ;  also  any  idea  of  how  much  the 
licences  would  cost,  and  oblige — Yours  truly, 

E.  R. 


TROUT-FISHING  IN  NORTH  DEVON 
WANTED. 

Dear  Sib, — I  should  esteem  it  a  favour  if  any 
of  the  readers  of  your  paper  would  tell  me  where  I 
can  get  ten  days'  good  trout-fishing,  and  salmon 
if  wanted,  in  North  Devon,  at  the  latter  end  of  April. 

I  wish  to  take  my  wife  with  me,  who  is  a  keen 


FISHING  IN  NORTHUMBERLAND. 
Dear  Sib,— Northumberland,  as  a  fishing  coimtv 
IS  stiU  a  good  one,  but  all  the  best  waters  are,  like 
other  places,  closed  and  preserved.     Wooler  is  a 
pleasant  little  town,  hotel  accommodation  good 
S'  n'''!"J?'"*'°'''"'  ^^^^  ^^'^'^^  pleasing,  with  the  Cheviot 
Hills  (Cheviot  and  Hedgehop)  about  six  miles  away 
I  Jus  and  similar  information  yoiu-  correspondent 
can  get  from  guide-books,  and  is  not,  I  p.esume 
what  he  wants.  The  point  is,  what  are  the  rivers  like' 
from  a  fisherman's  point  of  %dew  ?    What  sport  is 
to  be  expected  ?    The  desire  for  this  information 
without  tlie  trouble  and  expense  of  inspecting  the 
rivers,  and  perhaps  tlirowing  away  all  or  part  of  a 
hard-earned  hohday  in  trying  them,  is,  no  doubt  the 
object  of  his  inquiry.    Good  reliable  information  is 
most  difficult  to  get,  and  most  difficult  to  give  on 
such  points  as  people  have  such  different  ideas  and 
requu-e  and  enjoy  such  totally  different  kinds  of 
rivers  and  fisliing.    The  foUowing,  however,  mav 
be  of  use.  ^ 
The  chief  free  fishing  at  Wooler  is  on  the  Wooler 
water  and  part  of  the  Till.    The  Wooler  water  is 
a  burn ;  the  lower  parts  used  to  be  and  are,  I  believe 
still  free,  to  its  junction  with  the  Til],  a  little  over 
a  mile.    It  is  a  nice  little  stream,  used  to  contain 
good  trout,  and  is  much  fished.     The  upper  and 
raid  reaches  of  this  burn  are  preserved. 

The  Till  near  Wooler  is  free,  and  contains  good 
trout  difficult  to  catch,  and  some  graylin<^.  Here 
the  river  winds  through  flat  grass  land  and  has 
stream  and  pool  alternating  with  gravelly  bottom. 
Below  for  miles  it  takes  a  sinuous  course  tlu-ough 
similar  country,  is  sluggish,  mostly  treeless,  and 
contams  deep  pools  and  gentle  gliding  streams ; 
the  banks  are  of  soil,  tumbling  in  at  places.  Further 
down  stream  it  is  even  more  sluggish,  has  long 
deep  reaches,  with  rush  patches  at  the  sides  in 
places,  and  contains  pike.  Much  of  it  here  is 
preserved.  The  mid  reaches,  above  Wooler  some 
miles,  is  the  best  part  of  the  river,  and  is  preserved. 
The  upper  part,  called  Beamish,  is  shallow,  gravelly^ 
-apid,  clear,  contains  fan-  trout,  is  also  preserved. 

That  charming  little  river  the  Glen  has  been 
carefully  preserved  in  its  best  parts  for  many  years. 
All  the  burns  in  the  neighbourhood  contain  numerous 
small  trout,  are  pleasant  to  fisli,  and  are  rocky  or 
gravelly.  They  are  practically  all  preserved. 
The  chief  of  these  are  Bowmont,  College,  and  upper 
parts  of  Wooler  water,  and  its  higher  reaches, 
called  Harthope  water  and  Carey  Burn.  It  is 
useless  to  describe  things  what  they  are  not, 
raising  false  hopes.  The  other  day  I  saw  thirty 
miles  of  nominally  free  fishing  in  Wensleydale, 
Yorkshire,  described  in  glowing  terms.  There  is 
notliing  like  thirty  miles,  counting  both  banks,  and 
local  anglers  tell  me  it  is  much  over-fished,  fishers 
coming  from  "  all  quarters  of  the  globe."  Unless 
your  correspondent  is  easily  pleased,  and  does  not 
mind  numerous  other  anglers  when  the  water  is 
in  condition,  he  might  find  this  part  of  Northumber- 
land scarcely  worth  the  length  of  his  journey.  For 
fair  fishing,  he  will,  I  fear,  have  to  go  further  from 
the  railway  and  the  busy  haimts  of  men.  I  believe 
the  upper  part  of  Bowmont  about  Jetholm  is  free. 
—Yours  truly.  Fly  Deesseb. 


April  11,  1908 

Which  is  correct  ?  I  am  reminded  of  an  acquain- 
tance, who,  some  ye^rs  ago,  read  of  doughty  deeds 
m  trout  and  grayling  fishing  by  a  writer  in  the 
Ftshmg  Gazette,  and  who  (my  acquaintance)  was  so 
struck  with  the  account  that  he  immediately  wTote 
care  of  our  Editor  asking  information,  which  was 
readily  accorded  and  acted  on,  the  fulfilment  being, 
according  to  my  friend,  that  the  trout  numbered, 
I  thhik  he  said,  about  one  to  each  mile  of  water, 
and  the  grayling— well,  such  things  are  better 
forgotten.  He  retiu-ned  home  a  sadder  and  wiser 
man,  vowing  he  would  never  place  reliance'  on 
anything  that  appeared  in  print  again.  It  ought 
not  to  be  difficult  to  obtain  accurate  information 
through  the  columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  at  all 
times,  and  I  am  very  sorry  to  think  that  misleading 
statements  do  sometimes  find  their  way  in,  resulting 
in  keen  disappointment  to  anyone  using  such 
suggestions.— Youi-s  truly.  Iron  Blue. 


GOOD  QUIET  LAKE  TROUT-FISHING 
WANTED. 

Deab  Sib, — Will  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
give  me  advice  as  to  a  good  locality  to  obtain  lake 
trout-fishing,  end  of  April  and  May  ?|  I  should 
like  to  find  some  very  quiet,  out-of-the-way  district 
anywhere  in  the  British  Isles,  free  of  toiu-ists,  and 
with  fair  fishing^and  cheap  lodgings  or  hotel.  Any 

help  or   advice^would  be_  gratefully  received.  

Yours  truly.  Poverty. 

BADGERS  IN  ENGLAND. 
Dear  Sir, — One  of  our  favourite  sports  on  a 
nice  fine  day  is  to  tackle  a  badger  in  his  holt.  Keepers 
soon  find  out  where  they  are,  and  send  out  invita- 
tions for  a  few  of  their  friends,  especially  those  who 
have  terriers  that  want  a  little  training.  Seven  or 
eight  are  sometimes  present,  and  there  is  plenty  of 
fun.  First  a  terrier  is  put  into  the  hole,  and  he 
soon  gives  tongue  if  the  game  is  "  at  home."  If  the 
holt  is  not  too  deep,  the  terriers  are  put  in  in  rota- 
tion, and  sometimes  a  badger  is  drawn  first  go. 
If__after  a  time  the  quarry  is  not  drawn,  then  digging 
commences,  and  a  sandwich,  a  sup  and  a  smoke 
passes  the  time  whilst  the  men  are  at  work.  When 
tlie  badgers  are  caught  they  are  bagged,  as  they 
are  well  looked  after  by  doggy  men  to  train  their 
terriers  with,  and  many  places  I  could  name  where 
a  badger  bait  could  be  arranged.  I  suppose,  like 
cock-fighting,  it  will  never  die  out  altogether. — 
Yours  truly,  William  Hbaedeb. 

Plymouth. 

"THE   DAYLIGHT  SAVING  BILL." 


FISHING  IN  NORTHUMBERLAND. 
Dear  Sib, — It  is  really  exhilarating  to  notice  that 
someone  has  been  "  stirred  "  to  think  of  a  "  pisca- 
torial incursion  into  Northumberland."  One  might 
go  back  to  the  days  of  the  Picts  and  Scots  for 
"  incursions  "  !  I  hope  I  may  be  excused  for  writing 
in  reference  to  a  subject  in  which,  apparently,  I 
have  no  interest,  but  I  noticed  the  letters  under 
this  heading  a  few  weeks  ago,  and  now  "  Trout 
Angler  "  makes  light  of  the  trout-fishing  in  that 
district,  while  "  Double  T."  placed  it  on  a  pedestal. 


Dear  Sib, — Judging  from  his  remarks  on  the 
above  subject,  your  correspondent  "  Fisherman  " 
evidently  does  not  thoroughly  understand  the 
details  of  the  Bill.  If  he  has  been  telling  working 
men  that  it  will  involve  their  getting  up  at  4.40  a.m. 
instead  of  6  a.m.,  without  any  qualifying  or  explana- 
tory statements,  no  wonder  they  are  up  in  arms, 
as  they  will  natm-ally  infer  they  are  going  to  be  done 
out  of  eighty  minutes'  sleep,  and  so  will  his  friends 
with  whom  he  plays  whist  after  a  hard  day's  fisbino-. 
The  effect  of  the  Bill  would  simply  be  to  redistri- 
bute the  proportion  of  day  and  night  hoiu-s,  so  that 
in  effect  the  working  day  will  commence  actually 
earlier  tlian  at  present,  and  end  actually  sooner, 
during  the  summer.  We  should  be  virtually  getting 
up  eighty  minutes  earlier,  going  to  bed  eighty 
minutes  earlier,  going  to  and  leaving  business 
eighty  minutes  earlier,  and  so  for  all  other  engage- 
ments, which  will  remain  fixed  at  the  same  nominal 
hours. 

I  cannot  trespass  sufficiently  on  your  space  to  go 
fully  into  the  matter,  but  would  recommend  him  to 
read  Mr.  Willett's  pamphlet,  "  The  Waste  of  Day- 
light," which  gives  full  details  concerning  the 
proposed  Bill.  If  ho  will  explain  to  the  working 
men  that  when  they  leave  work  at  6  p.m.  they 
would  be  taking  with  them  the  daylight  that  wo 
now  have  at  4.40  p.m.,  they  will  doubtless  realise 
how  different  life  would  be  during  the  summer 
months,  as  it  would  give  them  eighty  minutes'  more 
daylight  every  day  for  four  months  in  which  to 
enjoy  recreation  out  of  doors,  which  at  the  present 
time  is  for  many  of  them  impossible.  They  will 
be  amongst  the  greatest  gainers  if  the  new  proposal 
be  carried  out,  and  so  will  sportsmen  of  every 
description  ;  so  that  they  should  use  every  effort 
in  their  power  to  further  the  chances  of  its  being 
adopted.  In  the  meantime,  all  fishermen  should  be 
heartily  grateful  to  you  for  recording  your  approval 
of  it  on  their  behalf  in  your  valuable  paper. — Yours 
truly,  Sportsman. 

[I  should  think  everyone  who  has  to  work  would 
prefer  to  leave  off  with  so  much  more  daylight  to 
use  before  it  got  dark,  especially  as  the  evening  is 
the  best  time  for  fishing  in  the  summer  and  early 
autumn. — Ed.] 

(Several  letters  are  held  over.) 


\ 
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The  Fishing  Gazettb  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  the  Railway  Bookstalls  of  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith 
and  Son  and  Messrs.  Wyman  and  Sons,  and  of  the  principal 
Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and  the 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOE. 


The  New  York  Sportsmen's  Show  .  Tournament. 

Forest  and  Stream,  in  its  account  of  the  recent 
New  York  Tournament,  said : —  ^ 

"One  of  the  judges  was  W.  D.  Coggeshall,  of 
the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  of  London,  and  a  famous 
dry-fly  angler.  Mr.  Coggeshall  had  with  him  a 
seven-foot  dry-fly  rod  weighing  only  3ioz.,  and 
was  trying  it  with  a  heavy  double-tapered  salmon 
line  he  himself  had  dressed.'  Call  McCarthy,  of 
Boston,  tried  this  rod  and  cast  83ft.  4in." 

I  have  handled  this  little  rod  weighing  just  over 
3oz.  which  has  cast  nearly  twenty-eight  ya/rds  ! 
It  is  a  wonder. 


The  "Edinburgh"  on  Angling. 

There  is  a  pleasant,  gossipy  article,  entitled 
"  The  Modern  Angler,"  in  the  Edinburgh  Review 
for  April.  It  is  a  review  of  ten  angling  books 
published  since  1899,  and  includes  Sir  Edward 
Grey's  "  Fly  Fishing,"  three  of  Mr.  Halford's 
books,  two  of  Mr.  Earl  Hodgson's,  Mr.  Dewar's 
"  Book  of  the  Dry-Fly,"  and  Mr.  Fred  G.  Shaw's 
"  Science  of  Dry-Fly  Fishing  and  Salmon  Fly 
Casting."  There  was  also  a  very  long  and  favour- 
able notice  of  Mr.  Shaw's  book  in  the  Evening 
Standard  last  week. 


Trout  for  '"Fishing  Gazette'  Lake." 

For  many  years  I  have  been  trying  to  get  Miss 
Davies,  of  Lake  Vyrnwy  Hotel,  to  stock  a  little 
lake  not  far  from  the  hotel,  on  one  of  the  small 
tributaries  of  the  great  lake.  I  have  always  felt 
that  trout  would  do  well  in  it,  and  at  last  I  offered  to 
give  Miss  Davies  two  hundred  and  fifty  two-year-old 
brown  trout  to  try  the  experiment  with.  Miss 
Davies  gladly  accepted,  and  said  that  she  would 
call  the  little  place  The  Fishing  Gazette  Lake." 
My  idea  was  that  when  it  is  too  rough  for  boats  to 


go  out  on  to  Lake  Vyrnwy,  visitors  will  be  able  in 
a  year  or  so  to  get  a  brace  or  two  from  its  little 
sister. 

The  nearest  fish-breeding  establishment  is  that 
of  Lord  Denbigh,  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Peilding  happening 
to  call,  I  asked  if  he  had  any  two-year-old  brown 


lot,  and  arrived  in  perfect  condition.  There  being 
little  difference  between  the  temperature  of  the 
the  lake  and  the  water  in  the  carriers,  the  process 
of  acclimatising  was  soon  accomplished.  A  care- 
ful inspection  of  the  lake  next  morning  showed 
that  no  loss  had  been  incurred,  so  I  feel  sure  that, 


''^^  IBuriu,  Llanrhaiailr,  Osa-eitry. 

Teout  for  the  "  Fishing  Gazette  "  Lake,  near  Lake  Vyrnwy. 
(View  of  deep  side  of  lake,  with  Captain  Evans,  of  the  Wye  Valley  Trout  Farm,  Monmouth  just  after 
putting  the  flsh  into  their  new  home.) 


trout  to  sell.  He  said  he  was  sorry  he  had  not,  as 
their  fish  were  all  sold,  but  that  he  could  strongly 
recommend  a  strain  of  Salmo  fario  produced  by 
the  Wye  Valley  Trout  Farm,  near  Monmouth.  I 
wrote  to  the  head  of  the  latter  establishment — 
Captain  C.  Gilbert  Evans — got  him  interested  in  the 


under  the  circumstances,  they  will  be  a  credit  to  the 
water  and  to  all  concerned.  Captain  Evans  put  up 
at  the  hotel  for  a  couple  of  nights,  and  so  had  every 
opportunity  of  seeing  this  most  charming  spot — 
charming  not  only  on  account  of  the  fishing, 
which  is  at  the  door,  but  also  on  account  of  the 


*f  1  IBurns,  Llanrkaiadr,  Oswestry. 

Trout  for  the  "  Fishing  Gazette  "  Lake,  near  Lake  Vyrnwy. 
(View  of  the  shallower  end  of  the  lake.) 


experiment,  and  on  Tuesday,  April  7,  1908,  he  per- 
sonally superintended  the  transport  of  the  trout. 
I  regret  to  say  Miss  Davies  has  been  very  seriously 
ill,  and,  although  I  am  glad  to  say  she  is  improving, 
will  not  be  about  for  some  time  ;  and  Mr.  W. 
Durant  Gibbings,  who  is  looking  after  her  big 
estate  for  her,  tells  me  the  trout  were  a  very  fine 


homely  way  the  establishment  is  run.  One  is  not 
surprised  to  hear  that  they  are  booked  full  up  over 
Easter.  Captain  Evans  tells  me  that  he  saw  a 
very  nice  dish  of  eight  and  a  half  brace,  averaging 
about  fib.,  killed  by  one  angler  on  the  big  lake.  I 
had  told  him  I  did  not  think  he  would  regret  going, 
and  he  evidently  does  not,  for  he  says  : — "  I  think 
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the  place  is  most  fascinating,  and  I  found  my  short 
stay  a  most  pleasant  change  from  the  rigorous 
work  of  trout  farming." 

Visitors  to  Lake  Vymvsry  will  recognise  Mr. 
Gibbings  in  the  long  coat,  and  also  the  keeper  and 
fish-breeder,  Mr.  Carmichael.  I  fancy  that  at  no 
great  expense  the  area  of  the  little  lake  can  be 
considerably  increased,  and  that  Miss  Davies  may 
find  it  worth  while  to  do  it  later  on.  I  sent  her 
some  thousands  of  May  Fly  eggs  three  or  four 
years  ago  to  try,  but  unfortunately  they  never 
"  showed  up."  Previously  I  had  seen  a  few  May 
Flies  in  the  district,  but  very  few. 


A  Note  from  the  Clyde— May  Fly  and  Fish 
Culture. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Johnston  sends  me  the  following  letter 
to  bim  from  Mr.  McKendrick,  of  the  Upper  Ward 
of  Lanarkshire  Clyde  Angling  Protective  Associa- 
tion. The  fish  hatchery  referred  to  is  at  Abington. 
I  think  the  "  May  Fly  "  referred  to  is  the  Stone 
Fly,  which  is  generally  called  "  The  Creeper"  in 
the  North  of  England — from  its  habit  of  creeping 
about  the  stones  near  the  water.  I  have  had  great 
sport  with  the  artificial : — 

"  Dear  Mr.  Johnston, — I  received  your  dona- 
tions of  10s.  and  5s.  all  right,  for  which  many 
thanks.  You  may  depend  on  getting  due  notice 
whenever  the  May  Fly  makes  its  appearance.  I 
hope  we  shall  have  a  better  season  for  it  than  last. 
There  was  only  one  day  last  year  when  they  took 
it  with  their  usual  go,  and  I  missed  it.  We  got  a 
bad  day  to  liberate  the  youngsters.  The  flood 
through  the  night  filled  up  the  pond,  and  I  could 
not  get  them  out  tDl  after  4  o'clock.  However, 
they  turned  out  even  better  than  I  expected — in 
fact,  beyond  my  most  highest  anticipations.  There 
must  have  been  a  good  many  over  the  20,000,  and 
some  of  them  were  as  much  as  \8m.  long — a  great 
proportion  between  5in.  and  6in.,  and  the  others 
between  Sin.  and  4in.  Four  of  last  year's  ones 
had  been  put  back  into  the  pond  by  some  boys, 
who  caught  them  in  the  bum  that  comes  out  of 
the  pond,  and  they,  at  two  years  old,  were  12oz., 
13oz.,  14oz.,  and  15oz.  respectively,  and  from 
13in.  to  14in.  long." 

I  believe  Clyde  anglers  are  to  be  congratulated 
on  having  Mr.  McKendrick  to  look  after  the  re- 
stocking. Mr.  Johnston  says  he  is  a  "  very  enthusi- 
astic, labour  of  love,  kind  of  a  man." 


Oliver  Cromwell  and  John  Knox. 
Me.  W.  Bain  writes : — 

"Dear  Sir, — Be  your  story  concerning  John 
Knox  and  Cromwell  in  Fishing  Gazette  of  April  4, 
yomr  story  would  have  been  a  story  worth  telling 
many  times  if  the  chief  characters  had  been  con- 
temporaneous, but  as  it  stands  now  the  whole  thing 
is  a  paradox,  as  Knox  died  in  1572  and  Cromwell 
was  born  1599,  just  twenty-seven  years  after  the 
decease  of  Knox  1  I  see  you  say  the  '  story  is  new 
to  you,'  and,  of  course,  gave  you  credit  for  the 
keenest  sense  of  humour  in  retailing  the  yarn.  I 
never  would  feel  '  complete  '  on  a  Saturday  night 
if  I  had  not  obtained  my  Fishing  Gazette,  as  I 
always  enjoy  reading  it,  and  look  upon  it  as  a 
companion,  for  many  a  wrinkle  have  I  learnt  from 
its  pages." 

This  is  lovely !  Did  I  dream  that  story  ?  I  fear 
it  is  too  good  for  that.  A  jolly  old  angling  M.A. 
and  Saturday  Reviewer,  in  the  sixties,  who  used 
to  cane  information  into  me,  would  have  told  me  I 
deserved  some  "  knox "  for  making  Cromwell 
Knox's  contemporary— and  given  them,  too. 

A  lady  angler  also  has  a  sly  dig  at  me  as 

follows : —  ,        .  „ 

"  South  Tottenham,  April  7. 

"  Dear  Sir,— Referring  to  '  A  Good  Dinner 
Story'  in  your  issue  of  April  4,  of  how  Oliver 
Cromwell  paid  out  John  Knox,  you  men- 
tion that  the  story  was  new  to  you.  I  can- 
not help  thinking  it  will  be  new  to  many 
of  your  readers,  not  to  say  a  little  surprising. 
It  rather  suggests  an  '  after  dinner '  story  when  one 
has  dined  '  not  wisely  but  too  well.'  Or  did  the 
narrator  mean  to  infer  that  the  'hungry  linox  ' 
was  literally  a  '  ghost  at  the  feast.'  But  perhaps 
the  story,  like  Izaak  Walton's  mode  of  dressing 
pike,  'is  too  good  for  any  but  anglers  or  very 
honest  men.'— Yours  truly,  "  Polly." 


A  Small  House  for  Sale  near  Trout-fishing 
and  London. 

Sometimes  I  am  asked  by  anglers  who  are 
retiring  from  business  or  professional  work  where 
they  can  get  a  house  near  some  fishing.  Messrs. 
Whiteley,  Ltd.,  26,  Westboume-grove,  have  for 
sale  a  small  house  on  gravel  soil,  with  half  an 
acre  of  garden,  full  of  roses,  near  a  stream  in 
which  800  trout  were  taken  last  season.  A  small 
family  wanting  a  house  near  London  might  find 
this  very  suitable.  The  owner  has  to  go  abroad. 
The  price  asked  for  the  freehold  is  £1500.  I 
understand  the  club  would  let  the  purchaser  have 
a  rod  on  its  two  and  a-half  miles  of  water,  and  the 
subscription  is  very  moderate. 


A  Light.  Strong,  New  Fishing  Punt. 

All  who  use  fishing  punts  should  make  a  note  of 
the  following  particulars  of  what,  I  believe,  is  one 
of  the  best  and  cheapest  punts  on  the  market.  It 
may  be  said  to  be  the  outcome  of  necessity.  Mr. 
Percy  Wadham  required  for  the  Carisbrooke  Fishery 
a  fight,  strong  pimt  suitable  for  weed-cutting  and 
fishing,  which  could  be  easily  carried  by  two  men 
from  one  pond  to  another,  so  he  designed  the 
corrugated  bottom,  galvanised  steel  punt,  of  which 
I  give  an  illustration.  It  will  be  seen  he  is  teaching 
his  young  ideas  how  to  punt  at  an  early  age.  I 
should  insist  on  their  being  able  to  swim  with  their 
clothes  on,  if  I  were  Mrs.  W.  After  four  years' 
hard  work  in  one  of  them,  Mr.  Wadham  is  able  to 
claim  the  following  advantages  which  this  punt  has 
over  the  ordinary  wooden  one — namely,  that  (1)  it 
does  not  leak,  however  much  it  is  out  in  the  sun  ; 
(2)  it  never  gets  waterlogged,  so  that  two  men  can 


hft  it  out  of  the  water — a  great  advantage  if  wanted 
on  another  lake  or  river  ;  (3)  it  does  not  require  a 
boathouse  ;  (4)  it  need  not  be  painted  ;  (5)  it 
requires  about  haU  the  power  to  propel  it.  The 
size  is  13ft.  6in.  by  4ft.  6in.,  and  the  price  £7  10s. 

Mr.  Wadham  adds  : —  / 
"  I  have  ha>l  one  of  these  punts  in  constant  use 
for  four  years,  and  although  there  is  a  wooden  punt 
on  the  same  pond,  a  fisherman  will  always  use  the 
corrugated  punt." 

Mr.  Wadham  is  a  practical  angler  and  a  clever 
mechanician,  and  any  statement  he  makes  can  be 
thoroughly  relied  on. 

The  Costa  Beck  in  Yorkshire. 

One  of  the  most  prolific  and  charming  little 
trout  and  grayling  streams  I  have  ever  fished  is  the 
Costa,  which  rises  all  at  once  out  of  the  ground  in 
several  strong  springs  of  perfectly  clear  water, 
forming  a  little  pool,  and  then  meanders  for  a 
mile  or  two  to  join  Pickering  Beck,  quite  a  differ- 
ent class  of  stream.  The  Costa  swarms  with  the 
fresh-water  shrimp,  and  that  accounts  for  the  fine 
size  of  its  trout  and  grayling.  Anglers  who  know 
the  Costa,  and  others,  will,  I  think,  be  interested  in 
Dr.  Sanctuary's  verses  about  it.    I  believe  there 


are  vacancies  for  one  or  two  rods  on  the  club 
water ;  and  if  more  sensible  regulations  are  now 
in  force  than  was  the  case  a  few  years  ago,  then 
I  should  think  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in 
getting  all  the  rods  required. 

Border  River  Salmon  and  Sea-Trout  Flies. 

Mr.  Wm.  Wright,  of  Ednam,  who  is  a  famous 
rose  grower  as  well  as  angler,  writes : — 

"  Some  time  ago  I  suggested  to  the  well-known 
Border  angler  and  fly  tier,  John  Jackson,  Dumfries, 
that  he  should  send  you  a  few  of  his  Border  river 
salmon  flies,  and  also  some  of  his  sea-trout  and 
herling  flies,  for  you  to  notice  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  Let  me  say  that  I  am  in  no  manner 
interested  in  the  man  or  his  flies.  I  tie  my  own ; 
but  Jackson  makes  a  fly  to  kill  I  I  have  never 
known  one  to  equal  him  for  Turkey  Flies,  and  he 
ties  them  so  beautifully.  He  has  sent  them  on  to 
me  with  a  note  asking  me  to  remit  them.  The 
wings  are  beautifully  put  on,  and  the  bodies  also. 
The  sea-trout  and  herling  flies  are,  in  the  mam,  for 
night  fishing,  but  they  do  well  in  heavy  waters 
through  the  day.  He  dresses  much  smaller  ones 
for  day  fishing  in  fine  waters,  and  fishes  a  small 
fly  himself.  His  salmon  flies  do  very  well,  too, 
on  the  Tweed  and  other  rivers." 

Both  salmon  and  sea-trout  flies  are  excellent. 
These  wings  with  grey,  brown,  or  other  Turkey 
over- wings  are  famous  killers,  although  so  modest 
looking.  Probably  the  whole  strips  work  well  in 
the  water,  lifting  and  displaying  the  gorgeous 
under-wing  and  body.  Some  salmon  anglers  say 
that  a  salmon  fly  does  not  open  and  shut,  as  you 
draw  it  and  stop,  draw  it  and  stop,  in  fishing ; 


they  say  the  stream  keeps  the  wings  close  to  the 
hook.  I  rather  doubt  this.  Of  course,  it  depends 
a  good  deal  on  the  force  and  nature  of  the  stream. 
In  the  swirling  eddies  caused  by  rocks  below  the 
surface  I  have  seen  the  fly  work,  and  those  are  the 
places  where  you  expect  to  get  a  "  rug."  Anglers 
who  are  thinking  of  fishing  the  Border  rivers 
should  make  a  note  of  Mr.  Jackson's  address ;  it  is 
Queensberry-square,  Dumfries.  He  certainly  puts 
the  Turkey  and  Gled  strips  on  beautifully. 


American  Amateurs  and  the  London  Fly  and 
Bait  Casting  Tournament. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  from  an  American  corre- 
spondent, who  asks  for  the  programme  of  the 
To\u:nament,  that  several  American  fly  and  bait 
casting  amateurs  are  "  seriously  thinking  of  com- 
peting "  if  the  programme  is  satisfactory  to  them. 
I  feel  sure  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  rules  we 
have  drawn  up  to  prevent  American,  German, 
French,  or  any  other  anglers  competing.  As  at 
the  moment  of  writing  this  note  the  executive 
committee  of  the  Tournament  has  passed  the 
preliminary  programme  of  competitions  and  the 
rules  governing  them,  they  will  be  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  and  other  papers  probably  next 
week.  R.  B.  Makston. 


Me.  Wadham's  New  Corrugated  Steel  Punt. 
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ON  COSTA  SIDE. 

Where  the  Costa  through  the  Valley  glides  with 
calm  and  tranquil  flow, 
And  the  spire  of  Pickering  lifts  above  the  trees ; 
Where  the  purple  moors  are  misty,  and  the  woods 
are  all  aglow 
With  the  bluebells  and  the  pale  anemones  : 
There's  a  deep  and  crystal  pond,  just  a  mile  the 
town  beyond, 
Where  the  ducklings  flirt  and  splash  by  sedge 
and  dock ; 

It  is  bountiful  Keld  Head,*  which  the  gossips  sav 
is  fed  &      f  J 

By  a  hundred  springs,  that  bubble  from  the  rock. 

Some  way  down  across  the  meadows,  past  a  wavy 
willow  copse. 
By  the  beds  where  vivid  watercresses  thrive  ; 
Where  the  throstle  pipes  her  loudest,  and  the 
blackbird  lightly  hops, 
And  the  moorhen  takes  her  chickies  for  a  dive  . 
There's  a  mill,  and  then  another,  not  two  hundred 
yards  from  t'other. 
With  a  most  prolific  millpond  in  between  ; 
And  the  run  from  out  the  lower,  though  perhaps  a 
trifle  slower, 
Is  the  troutiest  of  places  I  have  seen. 

See  again,  beneath  that  railway  arch,  where,  sweep- 
ing by  the  bricks, 
The  water  darkly  gurgles,  is  a  rise  I 
But,  remember,  he  will  put  you  in  an  everlasting 
fix, 

If  he  bustles  down  the  ciurrent  with  your  flies ; 
And  you'll  probably  perspire,  when  you  see  an 
artful  wire 

Stretched  across  the  blessed  stream  from  bank 
to  bank  : 

You  may  bet  your  bottom  dollar  that  you'll  lose 
your  tapered  collar. 
For  attempting  such  a  misbegotten  prank. 

There's  a  dark  pinewood  down  yonder,  where 
Black  Sykef  in  swampy  ooze 
Meanders  through  the  fields  in  summer  time  : 
With  a  curving  reach,  all  shaded  from  the  East, 
where,  if  you  choose, 
You  will  find  September  grayling  in  their  prime. 
For,  though  mortal  shy,  they  can't  overlook  the 
good  red  ant. 
When  he  swarms  upon  the  water  to  and  fro  • 
And  you  ought  to  fill  a  sack,  if  you're  lucky,  in  a 
crack. 

As  happened  to  yours  truly  long  ago. 

I  was  toUing  up  from  Kirby,  with  a  light  and 
empty  bag, 
And  a  feeling  of  disgust  inside  my  chest ; 
When  I  chanced  upon  that  pinewood,  and,  to 
dissipate  my  fag, 
I  squatted  on  my  basket  for  a  rest. 
And  lo  1  behold  a  rise  I  and  another— oh,  my  eyes  I 

They  were  mad  as  any  silly  fish  of  yore  : 
So  I  finished  that  day's  duties  with  a  baker's-dozen 
beauties 

On  an  Enamet,  between  three  o'clock  and  four. 


He  is  anxious  for  his  harem,  and  afraid  that  you 
will  scare  'em 
By  the  swishing  and  the  flashing  of  your  rod  ; 
If  he  gets  you,  he  will  rumple  you,  and  batter  you, 
and  crumple  you. 
And  make  you  feel  considerably  odd  1 

There  are  ploughed  lands,  soft  and  sticky,  where 
it  pays  to  skirt  the  edge, 
And  avoid  the  miry  clay  that  clogs  your  boot : 
Cast  a  long  line  down  obliquely,  and  perhaps, 
beside  the  sedge. 
You  will  sometimes  get  a  fish  or  two  en  route. 
Where  the  sallow  buds  are  softer,  still  untrimmed 
by  hand  of  crofter. 
There  is  often  a  good  trout  upon  the  feed  : 
But  be  sure  and  strike  him  lightly,  for  your  line 
is  stretching  tightly. 
And  he'll  smash  you  if  he  gets  into  a  weed 


FEEE  TROUT-FISHING  NEAR 
BELFAST. 


A  DAY  ON  THE  BUSH 

WITH  THK 

CONSTABULARY  ANGLERS  AT  DERVOCK. 


Round  a  bend  below  the  shelter,  over  one  con- 
founded stile, 
Near  a  plank  across  the  streamlet,  you  will  see 

A  deep  attractive  corner,  where,  with  very  little 
guile. 

You  may  fetch  up  from  the  bottom  two  or  three. 
Past  a  long,  soft  swath  J  to  Kirby,§  where  the 
grass  is  lush  and  herby, 
By  the  brickyard,  where  the  beeches  arch  the 
beck : 

But  be  careful  how  you  chuck,  or  you'll  find  that 
woeful  luck 

Has  lodged  you  round  a  twig,  and  given  check. 

Keep  a  wary  eye  for  cattle,  as  you  tramp  along  the 
mead, 

If  your  basket  at  the  time  be  very  full : 
For  the  weight   upon   your  shoulders  will  not 
expedite  yom:  speed. 
When  you're  running  from  a  wicked-lookine 
bull. 


Mark  the  meadow  by  the  homestead,*  where  a 
dyke  from  Pickering  trails. 
And  the  wave  without  a  murmur  circles  by ; 
Where  the  porkers  root  the  pasture,  while  'they 
snort  and  flick  their  tails. 
And  the  poplars  point  their  signals  to  the  sky. 
Through  the  orchard,  where  the  buds  suck  their 
cider  from  the  floods. 
Through  the  Squire's  wood,  where  the  wasp  a 
warning  hums  ; 
You  must  switch,  and  bear  in  mind  trees  above  in 
front,  behind,  ' 
In  that  haven  where  the  duffer  seldom  comes. 

Close  to  Lendales  joins  the  beckf  o'er  its  solid 
gravel  bed, 
A  tiny  stream,  with  alders  interlaced : 
With  frogbit  and  forget-me-nots  in  summer  gar- 
landed. 

But  in  winter  swollen  far  above  your  waist. 
There  a  sturdy  little  maiden,  not  over  lightly 
laden, 

As  keen  as  mustard,  trips  along  behind  : 
And  she  bears  the  angler's  basket,  as  a  sort  of 
precious  casket, 
And  if  she  gets  a  ducking  doesn't  mind. 

Down  below  the  bridge  f  the  river  winds  with 
deeper,  darker  tide. 
Full  of  pikey  holes,  with  here  and  there  a  perch 
And  many  a  flat-nosed  burbot,— it  is  there  the  big 
ones  hide, 

For  which    connoisseurs    make   very  special 
search. 

By  the  breezy  flats,  where  lovers  go  and  look  for 
eggs  of  plovers. 
Who  "pee-weet"  in  acrobatic  somersault. 
There  are  several  three-pound  grayling  in  those 
deeps  serenely  sailing ; 
They  will  find  out  if  your  tackle  is  at  fault 


*  The  source  of  ,  the  Costa. 

t  A  small  tributary,  almost  stagnant  in  summer 
but  a  turbid  torrent  in  winter.  ' 

X  A  "  swath  "  in  the  local  dialect  signifies  a  field 
cut  for  hay. 

§  Kirby  Misperton  pariah  commences  here. 


There  are  frequent  days  in  autumn,  when  you 
stroll  beyond  the  bridge. 
And  not  see  a  single  trout  or  grayling  move  : 
Scarce  an  olive  on  the  water,  nor  a  cursed  little 
midge,§ 

Then  a  stock  of  fish  is  difficult  to  prove. 
This  is  oftentimes  the  case,  when  the  windy 
shadows  chase. 
Where  the  modest  mushroom  peeps  above  the 
soil ; 

All  the  same  the  fish  are  there,  so  you  needn't 
tear  your  hair. 
For  the  next  day  you  will  find'  them  on  the  boil. 

Thus  we  come  at  last  to  Denny's,||  where  but 
seldom  in  the  day 
Will  the  big  trout  take  an  artificial  dun  : 
But  the  glorious  exception  is  about  the  end  of  May 
When  the  Green  Drake  flops  and  flutters  in  the 
sun. 

Now  since  everything  must  end,  gentle  reader, 
valued  friend, 
You'll  be  anxious  for  my  pen  to  say  "  Good 
bye  "  : 

So  a  tight  line  I  am  wishing  for  all  who  go  a-fishing 
Where  the  Costa  rolls  her  waters  to  the  Rye.1[ 
— T.  Sanctuary,  M.D. 


*  Old  Barn  Farm, 
t  Pickering  Beck. 
t  Kirby  Misperton  Bridge. 
§  The  fisherman's  curse. 
J  mu®  ]^^^         °^  Anglers'  Club  water 

Bridge  Denny's  by  Howe 


Within  easy  reach  of  Belfast  there  are  dozens 
of  centres  from  which  an  angler  possessed  of  very 
moderate  means  can  have 

A  Fortnight's  Really  Excellent  Trout- 
Fishing, 

and  of  the  many  places  commend  me  to  the  district 
between  Ballymoney  and  Ballycastle,  where  the 
members  of  the  Belfast  Constabulary  Angling  Club 
and  a  few  friends  spent  a  very  pleasant  day  recently. 
And  as  a  proof  of  the  fact  that  a  capital  day's  sport 
can  be  obtained,  although  weather  conditions  and 
the  state  of  the  rivers  were  anything  but  favourable, 
one  of  the  members  of  the  club  bagged  thirty  good 
trout,  some  of  them  well  over  |lb.  each,  while  the 
genial  honorary  secretary  of  the  club,  Head  Con- 
stable Fogerty,  had  about  half  that  number,  some 
of  them  bordering  on  |lb.  each    About  a  dozen 
other  "  takes  "  were  fairly  good,  especially  when  it 
is  remembered  that  the  competition  began  at  10.30 
a.m.  and  finished  shortly  after  3.30  p.m.,  about 
five  hours'  fishing  altogether.    From  an  experience 
of  North  of  Ireland  streams  extending  altogether 
over  thirty  years,  the  writer  can  safely  say  that 
while  there  are  plenty  of  other  localities  where 
usually  as  good  fishing  is  obtainable  in  the  Ulster 
counties,  for  convenience,  comfortable  hotel  accom- 
modation, and  variety  of  fishing  groimds,  either 
Ballymoney,  Dervock,  or  Ballycastle, 
as  a  centre,  would  be  hard  to  beat,  and  therefore 
to  the  cross-Channel  angler,  whether  from  Lanca- 
shire or  the  Midlands,  where  coarse  fishing  is  the 
acme  of  the  angler's  pastime,  and  who  aspires  to  the 
higher  art  of  capturing  the  wily  trout,  the  writer 
would  say,  cross  over  to  Belfast,  and  a  two  hours' 
rim  on  the  Midland  Railway  will  bring  him  into  the 
very  centre  of  a  district  where  the  fishing  is  abso- 
lutely as  free— a  no  small  consideration— as  the 
Irish  mountain  air  which  he  can  breathe  to  his  heart's 
content.    Apart  from  the  River  Bush,  which  is 
a  sahnon  river,  permission  for  which  is  readily 
obtainable  from  Sir  Francis  Macnaghten,  Bart., 
through  Mr.  Douglas,  his  agent,  there  is  the  Maine' 
between  Glarryford  and  Cullybackey,  the  Stracum! 
a  tributary  of  the  Bush,  which  passes  through  the 
village  of  Dervock,  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Bush 
at  Armoy,  and  the  Glenshesk  and  Carey  rivers  at 
Ballycastle,  all  within  easy  reach  of  any  of  the  three 
places  which  have  been  mentioned  as  suitable  head- 
quarters.   Therefore,  to  anyone  who  has  a  week  or 
a  fortnight  which  they  can  devote  to  an  anghng 
hoUday— especially  to  those  with  a  slender  purse— 
I  can  honestly  commend  the  aforesaid  district. 

It  was  to  this  picturesque  and  historic  locahtv, 
known  as  the  Route  district,  the  members  of  the 
Belfast  R.I.C.  Anghng  Club  went  for  their  annual 
trout-fishing  competition  on  April  7.  "  Head  " 
Fogerty,  the  hon.  secretary,  who  founded  the  club 
about  four  years  ago,  had  all  the  arrangements  in 
apple-pie  order,  and  from  8  a.m.  until  about 
twenty  minutes  past  that  hom-  stalwart  Waltonians 
from  every  district  in  the  city  were  arriving,  accou- 
tred in  the  orthodox  fashion,  ^vith  rod,  landing-net, 
and  basket  or  bag  slung  over  their  shoulders,  all 
ready  and  eager  for  the  day's  sport.  It  was 'not 
altogether  the  day  an  experienced  angler  would 
select  for  an  outing,  for  the  sun  was  shim'ng  in  a 
cloudless  sky,  and  there  was  a  chillmess  in  the  air 
that  bespoke  a  touch  of  frost  overnight.  Still,  it 
might  have  been  worse,  remarked  an  old  hand'  at 
the  game,  and  his  sentiments  were  echoed  by  a 
number  of  liis  bretliren  of  the  angle,  for  it  must  be 
remembered  that  your  true  Waltonian  is  ahnost 
always  a  philosopher. 

The  party  altogether  numbered  about  sixty,  and 
it  was  a  somce  of  considerable  gratification  to  the 
members  that  the  City  Commissioner,  Mr.  H. 
O'Halloran  Hill,  who  is  a  genuine  sportsman,  and 
District  Inspector  Gelston  accompanied  them. 
With  commendable  forethought,  the  management 
of  the  Lish  section  of  the  Jlidland  Railway  put  on 
a  special  reserved  carriage  for  the  members,  whose 
progress  up  the  platform  to  the  8.25  a.m.  train 
created  no  little  curiosity  and  amusement  to  the 
other  passengers.  The  destination  of  the  party 
was  Dervock,  which  was  reached  in  just  a  few 
moments  over  the  two  hours.     Here  Mr.  Henry 
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M  Gloskey's  hotel  was  made  the  headquarters,  and 
it  was  here  the  competitors  were  made  acquainted 
with  the  rules  governing  the  contest,  the  chief 
prize  of  which  was  the  Braddell  Silver  Challenge 
Cup  and  a  gold  medal.  It  is  scarcely  necessary 
to  add  that,  these  preliminaries  over,  the  more 
eager  and  enthusiastic  members  of  the  club  made  a 
bee  line  for  the  banks  of  the  two  rivers,  one  of  which 
actually  flows  through  the  \illage,  while  the  Bush, 
which  is  here  a  large  and  quick-running  stream,  is 
only  about  a  third  of  a  mile  away.  One  section  of 
the  crowd  took  a  car  to  Stranocum,  but,  strange  to 
sav,  the  anglers  who  remained  in  the  \icinity  of  the 
village  and  fished  the  nearer  reaches  of  the  Stra- 
cum  burn  came  off  best  when  the  "  catches  '"  came 
to  be  counted  at  3.45.  ]Mr.  J.  A.  Barlowe  ("March 
Brown  "  of  "  Ireland's  Saturday  Night  ")  was  the 
judge,  and  his  decisions  as  follow — to  use  a  some- 
what hackneyed  phrase — gave  complete  satis- 
faction : — First  prize,  Braddell  challenge  cup  and 
gold  medal.  Constable  Price  {Leopold-street  Bar- 
racks), with  twenty-seven  fine  trout  ;  second  prize, 
superior  lift,  greenheart  fishing-rod.  Head  Con- 
stable Fogerty,  thirteen  large  trout  ;  third  prize, 
case  of  pipes,  presented  by  Messrs.  Leahy,  Kelly 
and  Leahy,  Constable  Taylor,  College -square  North, 
eight  trout  ;  fourth  prize,  fishing  reel,  presented  by 
IVIr.  James  Murrav,  CUfton-street,  Sergeant  Samuel 
Hill,  six  fish  ;  fifth  prize,  laniing-net  and  handle, 
won  by  Head  Constable  Beddy,  five  fish  ;  sixth 
prize,  fishing  creel.  Sergeant  Brodi'ick,  five  trout  ; 
consolation  prize  for  largest  fish  caught  (a  trout 
about  l|lb.  weight).  Constable  Robert  Byers, 
Glenravel-street.  Immediately  afterwards  dinner 
was  served — huge  plates  of  delicious  roast  beef  and 
boiled  ham,  with  boiled  carrots,  mashed  turnips, 
and  a  second  course  of  rice  and  jelUes.  It  was  a 
sight  for  the  gods  to  see  about  three-score  full- 
blooied,  able-bodied  men,  with  appetites  whetted 
by  the  day's  excursion  in  the  open  country  air,  do 
justice  to  Mr.  M'Closkey's  well-cooked  and  excel- 
lently-served repast.  It  was  a  t  argantuan  meal 
within  the  real  meaning  of  the  term.  Dinner  over, 
Mr.  M'Gannity  was  voted  to  the  chair,  and  the 
evening  went  rapidly  away  amidst  the  sound  of 
song  and  toast. — "  The  Oddman,"  in  the  Belfast, 
Evening  Telegraph,  April  9,  1908. 


THAMES  TEOUT-FISHING. 
By  F.  H.  Amphlett. 


Although  the  present  trouting  season  on  the 
Thames  has  not  opened  well,  only  three  or  four 
fish  having  been  caught  since  "  The  First,"  there 
is  no  need  to  be  downhearted.    On  the  opening 
day  the  river  was  very  high  and  coloured,  so  that 
there  was  scarcely  any  chance  of  a  fish  seeing  a 
bait,  and  this  condition  has  taken  some  time  to 
tone  down.    All  that  is  now  required  is  a  warmer 
temperature,  which  will  bring  the  bleak  to  the 
surface  and  the  trout  after  them,  which  will  give 
anglers  the  opportunity  they  require  to  locate  a 
fish  or  two.    The   amount   of   restocking  work 
which  has  been  done  during  the  past  two  or  three 
years  by  the  Henley  and  Weybridge  Associations 
must  certainly  have  been  beneficial.    But  with  the 
increase  of  Thames  trout-fishers  soinething  further 
will  have  to  be  done  to  keep  the  sport  up  to  the 
average  or  exceed  the  demand.  In  1901  seventy-six 
trout  were  taken  from  the  Thames  during  the  season, 
they  averaged  41b.  3oz.  The  b  ggest  fish  of  that  year 
was  caught  by  Mr.  Sinibaldi,  one  of  the  finest 
fishermen  who  ever  plied  a  rod  on  the  lower  river. 
The  circumstances  of  the  capture  of  this  fish  have 
not  yet  been  publicly  told,  but  they  were  as  fol- 
lows :—  On  May  16  of  that  year  I  was  trouting 
from  Molesey  Weir.    I  commenced  fishing  about 
4  p.m.,  intending  to  stay  till  nearly  dusk.  About 
6.15  p.m.  Mr.  George  Woods,  the  veteran  angler  of 
Hampton  CourD,  who  has  had  more  trout  than 
anyone  from  the  weir,  asked  me  how  I  was  getting 
on.    I  said  I  had  not  even  seen  a  fish  break  the 
water.   He  said,  "  The  largest  fish  at  the  weir  is  in 
the  very  '  run  '  you  are  fishing,  and  I  will  wait  and 
see  you  catch  it.    Let  me  see  your  tackle,"  he 
added ;  and  I  accordingly  drew  my  line  from  the 
water.    Mr.  Woods  drew  from  his  pocket  a  bullet, 
twice  as  large  as  I  was   using,    and   placed  it 
on  my  line.    The  bullet  was  not  quite  as  large 
as  an  ordinary  nut,  and  was   hollowed  out  so 
as  to  slip  over  the  swivels  on  the  trace,  if  necessarj', 
and  fixed  with  a  small  plug  of  wood.     It  was 
merely  used  as  a  sinker  to  keep  the  bait  low  in  the 
weir  stream — not  to  rest  on  the  bottom.  Very 


soon  a  fresh  bleak  was  on  the  hooks  and  gently  let 
down  into  the  run  once  again,  and  with  this 
difference — I  was  fishing  deeper.  Just  before 
7  p.m.  there  appeared  to  me  as  though  there  was 
a  heavier  fall  of  water  coming  over  the  weir,  which 
put  a  heavier  strain  on  the  line,  that  was  all !  I 
paid  out  a  yard  or  two  from  the  reel,  when  Mr. 
Woods  immediately  exclaimed,  "  Have  you  felt  a 
fish?  "  I  answered  that  I  had  not;  but  told  him 
why  I  had  let  out  a  little  line.  He  said,  "  That 
was  the  big  Thames  trout ;  your  bait  has  gone  I  " 
On  his  advice,  however,  the  line  was  allowed  to 
stay  in  the  water  a  few  minutes  longer,  and  then 
wound  up.  The  bleak,  which  had  been  well  fixed 
on  the  flight  of  hooks,  had  been  taken  off 
in  a  most  dexterous  way,  and  ray  chance  of  get- 
ting the  specimen  trout  of  the  season  had  vanished. 
On  my  return,  I  related  these  facts  to  my  friend 
Sinibaldi,  who,  the  following  evening,  went  through 
a  somewhat  similar  experience,  but  succeeded  in 
getting  the  fish,  much  to  his  great  delight. 

The  following  year  the  number  of  trout  caught 
fell  to  sixty-four  for  the  season,  averaging  41b. 
lOoz.  each.  Last  year,  however,  sport  much  im- 
proved, for  seventy-two  trout  were  landed.  They 
averaged  41b.  each,  Mr.  Philip  Geen  heading  the 
list  with  a  specimen    of   8lb.  3oz.,   caught  at 


trace  of  tested  gut  should  be  attached,  and  a 
flight  of  hooks  for  spinning  a  dead  bait.  For 
live-baiting,  a  single  liphook  and  one  triangle  are 
generally  used,  and  a  small  piece  of  cork  is  placed 
on  the  line  in  order  to  act  as  a  "  guide  "  to  the 
angler  as  to  where  the  bait  has  been  taken  by  the 
heavy  water.  Early  in  the  season  a  small  per- 
forated bullet  is  placed  about  a  yard  below  the 
cork — this  will  help  to  keep  the  bait  down.  In  the 
open  water,  a  small  cube  of  cork  is  used  as  a 
guide,  and  finer  line  and  trace  can  be  employed. 


SALMON-FISHING  ON  THE 
TWEED  NEAE  PEEBLES. 


It  is  only  too  apparent  to  the  man  of  moderate 
means  that  even  second-rate  salmon-fishing  is 
getting  more  difficult  to  obtain  year  by  year.  First- 
class  fishing  is  absolutely  out  of  the  question.  He 
may  get  an  odd  day  if  he  has  a  rich  angling  friend, 
but.  these  days  are  few  and  far  between.  A  glance 
at  the  advertisements  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  will 
show  that  good  salmon-fishing  is  at  a  premium  ;  to 
fish  for  a  week  on  one  of  Scotland's  famous  lochs 
would  cost  quite  £10,  or  perhaps  £15.  What  is  a 
poor  man  to  do  ?    He  cannot  spend  three  weeks' 


Samples  of  Loch  Ness  Salmon  caught  by  Anglees  staying  at  the  Douglas  Hotel,  FoitT  Augustus. 

Eio-ht  flsh  were  taken  on  April  2  and  7,  the  total  weight  being  168ilb.,  an  average  of  211b. ;  best  fish,  274M). 

(They  are  lovely  fish.— Ed.  F.G.) 


Chertsey  weir  on  April  16.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  first  two  months  of  the  season  are  the 
best,  the  latter  fortnight  of  these  two  months  being 
rather  bad  for  open  reaches,  as  the  boating  traffic 
by  then  is  often  fairly  considerable.  Shepperton 
weir  yielded  ten  fish,  aggregating  401b.,  last  season  ; 
but  many  small  fish  were  taken  and  returned  to  the 
river.  At  Molesey,  last  season,  Mr.  G.  \yoods 
caught  the  only  three  trout  had  there,  his  largest 
fish  scaling  61b.  Mr.  Herbert  Lukyn  had  five  fish  at 
Sunbury,  and  three  others  were  caught  at  the  same 
weir.  Pangbourne  and  Medmenham  weirs  are  in 
piivate  hands.  A  great  deal  of  success  in  Thames 
trouting  depends  upon  the  knowledge  of  the  angler. 
He  must  know  where  to  fish,  what  time  the  fish 
he  has  located  feeds,  must  try  for  the  fish  some 
time  before  it  does  feed,  and  know  how  to  angle 
for  it  and  how  to  land  it.  The  latter  is  a  some- 
what difficult  matter  when  weir  fishing  by 
oneself.  The  peculiarity  of  Thames  trouting  is 
that  you  mav  secure  a  fish  the  first  time  you  try, 
or  you  may  fish  for  a  whole  season  without  getting 
one.  The  angler,  however,  who  devotes  the  most 
time  to  this  special  branch  of  Thames  fishing  is 
most  likely  to  be  successful.  So  far  as  tackle  is 
concerned,  a  plaited  silk  line  (No.  2)  is  necessary 
for  weir  fishing.     A  yard-and-a-half  or  two-yard 


holiday  at  this  price.  Well,  my  advice  is — fish  the 
Tweed  below  Peebles,  the  cheapest  salmon-fishing 
in  Great  Britain  being  possibly  on  the  upper  reaches 
of  this  famous  river. 

Up  till  1907  the  fishing  above  and  below  Peebles 
was  absolutely  free,  now  the  magnificent  sum  of 
jEI  per  season  gives  the  would-be  angler  the  right 
to  fish  several  miles  of  water  with  some  excellent 
pools  therein.  There  are  definite  conditions  all 
clearly  stated  on  the  ticket — certain  pools  may  be 
fished  only  Mondays  to  Wednesdays,  and  others 
on  Thursdays  to  Saturdays. 

When  we  consider  that  the  proprietors  have  the 
right  to  close  the  river  to  the  public,  we  should  be 
only  too  thankful  to  get  salmon-fishing  so  easily 
and  cheaply.  Now,  as  to  the  fishing  itself :  it  is 
the  back-end  one  mvist  rely  on  to  oatch  fish — as  is 
only  natural  so  far  up  the  river  the  spring  fishing 
is  very  uncertain ;  there  must  be  very  heavy  floods 
in  December  to  bring  the  fresh  fish  up,  and  kelts 
are  the  chief  captures.  They  should,  of  course,  be 
returned,  but  it  is  an  unfortunate  practice 
for  the  natives  on  tbe  banks  of  the  Tweed 
to  kill  .these  fish,  especially  when  they  are 
what  is  called  "  well-mended,"  for  then  they  are 
sold  in  Peebles  at  2s.  to  4s.  per  pound.  These 
kelts  afford  excellent  practice  to  a  novice,  and  give 
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very  good  sport.  I  remember  catching  a  spring 
fish  and  four  kelts  one  day  in  February,  1906,  all 
in  the  same  pool,  between  ten  and  one  o'clock,  to 
the  one  fly,  Jock  Scott  The  spring  fiah  was  small 
(.Tlb.i,  but  as  it  was  only  my  third  attempt  at 
salmon-fishing.  I  had  no  cause'to  grumble.  But  aa 
I  said  before,  the  back-end  is  th^  time.  In  good 
years  twenty  fish  is  not  an  uncommon  bag  for  the 
last  two  months,  October  and  November ;  but  one 
wants  to  live  on  the  bank,  so  as  to  always  "  get 
there  first." 

It  is  said  one  good  year  comes  every  four,  the 
1906  back-end  was  an  excellent  one  ;  I  was  living 
in  Edinburgh  then,  and  could  only  fish  on  Satur- 
days, the  most  crowded  day.  I  fished  five  days 
and  caught  four  fish — not  so  bad,  as  I  had  to  risk 
the  weaihar  and  the  state  of  the  water.  There 
-ere  some  catchy  of  over  twenty  fish,  but  these 
w«e  by  fortnnate  fishermen  who  lived  near  Peebles, 
and  were  able  to  try  the  pools  before  the  train  from 
Edinburgh  had  arrived.  I  used  to  leave  Edinburgh 
at  6.50  a.m.,  and  put  my  waders  on  in  the  tiain, 
getting  out  at  Cardrona,  one  station  below  Peebles, 
and  being  on  the  water  by  9  a.m.  There  are  other 
good  bits  of  water  lower  down  at  Innerleithen, 
Walkerbum,  and  Thomilee,  but  as  I  knew  the 
water  best  at  Cardrona,  having  fished  there  for  trout 
daring  the  summers  1904-06, 1  used  to  stick  to  the 
same  sketch. 

From  Edinburgh  to  Cardrona  is  about  thirty -two 
miles,  and  the  return  fare  on  Saturdays  is  only  half- 
a-crown.  The  trains  are  very  convenient,AS  there 
is  one  about  6  p.m.  back  to  Edinburgh. 

All  this  wlU  be  stale  news  to  anglers  living 
within  fifty  miles  of  the  Tweed ;  but  I  am  writing 
Ua  those  who  Uve  in  the  South  and  know  nothing 
about  this  practically  free  salmon-fishing,  and  who 
may  be  up  North  either  in  October  or  November. 
People  in  the  South  of  England  are  amazed  when 
I  tell  them  that  no  salmon-fishing  licence  is  re- 
quired on  the  Tweed ;  they  say  that  the  river  must 
be  fearfully  overfished. 

Up  till  the  end  of  1906  this  was  no  doubt  true. 
I  once  counted  forty  rods  on  one  mile  of  water ; 
but  since  an  association  started  the  ^1  ticketa  it 
has  been  much  better,  and  now  that  more  watchers 
are  employed  the  poaching  has  also  declined ;  and 
yet  one  Saturday  in  October.  1906,  I  managed  to  i 
get  two  fish  on  the  crowded  water.  i 
Within  a  mile  of  Cardrona,  either  above  or  i 
below  the  station,  are  quite  eight  pools  which  I 
always  hold  fish.    The  b^  below  the  station  are  ; 
the  Nut  Wood,  the  Beeches,  and  the  Gurly.  and 
the  well-known  Dirt  Pot.    Above  the  station  is 
the  Castle  Pool  and  two  others  whose  names  I 
could  never  catch :  there  is  also  a  pool  just  I 
opposite  the  station  whose  name  sounded  like  ■ 
"  Rnmler to  me,  but  perhaps  I  was  unable  to  ! 
correctly  divine  the  Scottish  pronunciation.  [ 
I  only  got  one  fish  in  November,  1907  ;  but  last  ' 
back-end  was  a  failure — the  big  floods  came  too 
soon.    The  river  was  crowded  with  fish,  but  for 
weeks  there  was  no  rain,  and  the  salmon  soon 
became  red,  refused  the  fly,  and  in  many  cases 
were  badly  diseased. 

On  November  -30  of  course  there  was  a  splandid 
rise  in  the  river,  but  that  was  the  last  day  on  the 
Tweed,  and  during  the  next  few  days  I  heafd  there 
was  a  great  run  of  fish. 

So  I  only  got  one  fish  in  the  1907  back-end,  and  I 
confess  there  was  a  certain  amount  of  luck  in 
getting  this  solitary  specimen,  which  weighed  lolb. 
I  hooked  him  right  under  an  iron  bridge  between 
two  stone  pillars,  a  place  I  ought  never  to  have 
cast  over  from  the  left-hand  buik,  as  the  water  was 
much  too  deep  that  side  to  wade  under  the  bridge, 
Only  by  good  luck,  and  being  nearly  swept  away 
three  times,  did  I  succeed  in  crossing  the  river  after 
Istting  out  ^>out  forty  yards  of  Kne  ;  once  over  it 
was  aU  right,  the  water  being  shallow  enough  on  the 
right-hand  side  to  wade  under  the  bridge,  and  when 
I  got  below  the  fish  I  quickly  had  him  to  the  side, 
where  he  was  tailed  by  a  man  who  had  seen  my 
difficult,  and  crossed  the  river  by  the  bridge.  I 
was  rather  proud  of  my  capture  aa  it  was  the  only 
ikh  killed  among  twelve  rods ;  the  probable  reason 
being  that  it  was  the  first  salmon  fly  he  had  seen 
for  perhaps  a  week,  for  from  the  right  bank  it  was 
an  impossible  cast,  and  from  the  left  there  was  the 
difficulty  of  landing  the  fish  if  hooked.  Had  the 
river  been  six  inches  higher  I  could  never  have 
crossed,  and  the  hold  would  in  the  end  have  given 
way  in  trying  to  drag  the  fish  upstream  against  a 
heavy  current. 
I  am  far  too  inexperienced  to  give  tiny  hints  as 


to  which  are  the  best  flies  for  the  Upper  Tweed. 
I  used  to  ask  every  man  I  met  fishing  what  his 
opinion  was,  and  apparently  a  Silver  Grey  or  Silver 
Doctor  is  the  favourit«.  One  man  swore  by  the 
Durham  Banger ;  he  never  used  any  other.  "  Per- 
sonally, I  prefer  the  Jock  Scott,  having  caught  my 
four  fish  in  October,  1906,  with  it,  and  also  the 
spring  fish  and  four  kelta  in  the  spring  of  the  same 
year. 

No  gaff  is  allowed  on  the  Tweed,  only  a  net,  or 
the  fish  must  be  tailed.  This  is  a  nuisance,  as  a 
salmon  net  is  a  cumbersome  thing  to  carry  (we 
caimot  all  anord  a  gillie\  and  many  fish  are  lost 
before  they  are  really  ready  to  be  tailed,  though 
they  might  have  been  gaffed  half  a  dozen  times 
oy&c.  I  had  an  unfortunate  experience  myself — 
the  hold  breaking  just  as  I  was  bending  down  to 
tail  the  fish,  which,  after  its  escape,  lay  at  the 
bottom  for  fully  fire  minutes,  played  out.  I 
seriously  thought  of  plunging  in  after  it.  Of 
course,  the  gaff  is  prohibited  to  make  poaching 
more  difBcult.  A  man  can  be  fined  if  found  carry- 
ing a  gaff:  It  would  be  difficult  to  keep  the 
poaching  in  bounds  if  the  gaff  were  lawful,  it  being 
then  necessary  to  either  catch  the  poacher  in  the 
act  of  gaffing  or  to  find  gafEed  salmon  in  his  pos- 
session of  which  he  could  give  no  satisfactorv 
account. 

It  was  on  the  Tay,  above  Perth,  that  I  witnessed 
the  most  barefaced  poaching  in  broad  daylight; 
men  were  casting  in  a  bunch  of  hooks  with  a  heavy- 
lead  above,  and  on  one  hook  was  impaled  a  solitarv 
worm,  for  appearance  sake,  I  presume.  I  saw  four 
fish  snatched,  one  371b.,  caught  by  the  tail.  It 
made  me  feel  Ul,  but  protest  was  useless  ;  it  was  a 
case  of  ten  to  one,  and  I  did  not  want  a  swim  ! 

Things  are  not  so  bad  on  the  Tweed,  and  now 
that  more  watchers  are  being  emploved,  the  river 
is  bound  to  improve,  and  in  a  few  years  should 
rank  as  a  really  good  salmon  stream. 

In  Edinburgh  the  association  tickets  are  sold  by 
Messrs.  Anderson  and  Son,  Princes-street :  they 
can  also  be  obtained  in  Peebles — I  forget  the 
address.  Much  valuable  information  as  to  the 
beat  flies  to  use  can  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Loudon, 
the  manager  of  the  Edinburgh  branch  of  Hardy 
Bros.    The  address  is  5,  South  St.  David-street. 

I  hope  for  a  good  1908  back-end  to  make  up  for 
last  year's,  and  my  advice  to  anyone  going  North 
nest  October  is  to"  stay  at  Peebles  and  get  on  the 
water  early  ;  fish  hard,  don  i  be  put  off  by  a  week's 
blank,  and  remember  the  excellent  advice  once 
given  me  by  an  experienced  salmon  fisher  when  I 
asked  him  what  was  the  best  fly  to  use  ;  he  said, 
•'  The  fly  that  Mils  best  is  the  fly  that  is  always  in 
the  water."  In  conclusion,  I  think,  from  my' own 
experience  for  the  last  two  years,  that  it  is  no 
exa^ration  to  say  that  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Tweed  ofifer  the  best  autumn  salmon-fishing  in 
England  or  Scotland  to  the  man  of  moderate 
means.  Jock  Scott. 


patterns  of  this  fly,  both  of  which  should  be  in  the 
fly-book. 

Pattern  No.  1  is— body,  yellow  silk  dubbed  with 
mole's  fur  and  ribbed  distinctly  with  yellow  silk, 
hackled  with  feather  from  under  a  waterhen's 
wing  ;  hook  No.  1,  Kendal  scale.  Pattern  No.  2 
is  formed  with  a  body  of  quill  dyed  lemon-colour, 
wrapped  evenly  on  to  show  a  distinct  rib.  and  the 
same  hackle.  During  April  the  Waterhen  Bloa 
should  never  be  omitted  from  the  cast.  On  the 
River  Eden  a  gold  tip  is  usually  added  and  a  size 
larger  hook  employed,  but  I  have  found  that  the 
Yorkshire  pattern  kills  equally  welL 

Another  very  deadly  fly  during  the  early  part  of 
the  season  is  the  Spring  Black,  which  can  easily  be 
distinguished  on  the  water,  and  as  it  floats  along 
looks  like  a  small  piece  of  soot.  The  body  of  this 
fly  is  greeny-bronze  peacock  s  harl  twisted  with 
purple  silk,  hackled  with  the  feather  from  a  starling  s 
neck  ;  hook  No.  0,  short  shank.  This  fly  has  killed 
very  weU  on  the  upper  Nidd  this  se^n.  Dark 
Snipe  and  Purple  is  another  indispensable  flv — 
body,  purple  silk  well  waxed,  hackled  with  the 
mottled  feather  outside  of  a  snipe  s  wing ;  hook 
No.  1,  Kendal  scale.  A  very  successful  angler  of 
my  acquaintance  prefers  bright  purple  silk  very 
lightly  waxed  with  colourless  wax  and  ribbed  with 
fine  gold  wire,  similar  to  Greenwell  s  Glory. 

Snipe  Bloa  is  a  very  useful  fly  on  cold  davs, 
half-sxmsiune,  haH-shower  ;  in  fact,  I  know  several 
old  veterans  who  never  fish  without  one  on  their 
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The  legal  time  for  the  opening  of  trout-fishing 
in  Yorkshire  is  ilarch  16.  but  many  of  the  leading 
clubs,  and  even  individual  anglers,  do  not  com- 
mence operations  until  April  1,  and  in  my  opinion 
that  is  quite  early  enough.  The  Aprils  of  the  past 
few  years  have  more  closely  resembled  February 
than  anything  else,  and  therefore  the  flies  that  have 
in  past  seasons  been  in  vogue  during  March  have 
answered  best.  The  first  fly  that  appears  upon  not 
only  the  Yorkshire  rivers  but  on  the  trout-streams 
generally  throughout  the  North  of  England  is  the 
Early  Brown,  and  as  a  point -fly  it  will  trill  for 
another  fortnight  or  three  weei^  yet  ;  it  is  the 
old-fashioned  Woodcock  and  Orange  of  the  dales- 
men ;  but  some  years  ago  Mr.  Henry  Bradshaw. 
a  most  enthusiastic  Yorkshire  angler,  invented  a 
new  pattern,  which  I  have  found  a  great  success, 
the  dressing  being  as  follows : — Body,  bronze 
peacock's  harl,  hackled  with  the  feather  from 
underneath  a  woodcock's  wing,  orange  tyine-silk. 
hook  No.  2,  Kendal  scale.  I  always  use  this  fly 
at  point.  The  Blue  Dtm  will  generally  be  found 
upon  the  water  at  the  same  time,  and  as  hackled 
flies  always  kill  best  at  this  time  of  the  year,  the 
best  pattern  that  can  be  used  is  what  is  termed  in 
Yorkshire   the   Waterhen  Bloa.    There   are  two 
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cast  throughout  the  entire  season,  and  who, 
when  you  inquire  what  fly  the  fish  are  taking,  in- 
variably reply,  ■  Snipe  and  YaUer '  The  bodv 
consists  of  primrose  silk  distinctly  ribbed  and 
hackled  with  a  light  "  blea  "  feather  from  under- 
neath the  jack  snipe's  wing.  These  require  very 
careful  selection,  as  there  are  only  about  half-a- 
dozen  in  a  wing,  the  larger  white-tipped  ones  being 
of  no  use  ;  hook  No.  1,  Kendal  scale.  This  flv 
is  also  sometimes  ribbed  with  gold  wire.  That 
ubiquitous  insect  the  March  Brown  has  a  more 
checkered  career  throughout  Yorkshire  than  in 
many  districts.  For  instance,  on  the  Yore  in 
some  seasons  it  rises  as  thickly  as  it  does  on  the 
Eden,  and  perhaps  the  following  year  you  will  caily 
see  a  straggler  or  two.  I  have  "always  found  the 
best  patterns  as  follows : — Body,  "  orange  silk 
dubbed  with  hare's  ear  and  ribbed  with  either 
orange  or  yeUow  silk  ;  legs,  wings  and  tail  from  the 
ruddy-brown  feather  from  the  back  of  a  partridge  ; 
hook  No.  2.  Kendal  scale.  In  a  full  water  tie  it 
on  a  No.  3  hook,  using  it  as  point-flv. 

The  dark  partridge  hackle  ffies  with  orange  and 
yellow  bodies  are  also  great  medicine  durine 
April.  Should  the  weather  be  bleak  and  cold,  rib 
them  with  gold  wire.  No.  1  hook  is  large  enough 
for  low  water,  but  after  a  fresh  make  them  a  size 
larger,  and  put  a  little  dubbing  the  same  colour 
as  the  body  underneath  the  hackle. 

I  will  mention  just  one  more  fly,  without  which 
my  April  list  would  not  be  complete,  and  that  is 
Greenwell's  Glory.     This  fly  has  not  been  used 
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much  on  the'\Yorkshire  rivers  vintil  the  past  ten 
years  or  so,  but  nevertheless  I  have  at  times  foimd 
it  an  excellent  Idller  dressed  thus,  which  is  the 
original  pattern — body,  oUve-green  silk  ribbed  with 
fine  gold  wire,  legs  Coch-y-Bondhu  hackle,  and  wings 
from  the  wing  of  a  hen  blackbird  ;  hook  No.  0,  1,  or 
2,  according  to  the  state  of  the  water.  I  always 
employ  this  fly  as  a  top-dropper. 

And  now,  having  given  a  selection  of  the  most 
hkely  flies,  I  -will  give  a  few  hints  on  the  most  likely 
parts  of  the  river  upon  which  to  use  them.    We  will 
suppose  that  the  typical  April  trouting-day  has 
arrived  at  last.    You  arise  in  the  morning  and  find 
that  the  N.E.  wind,  which  has  prevailed  for  so 
many  weeks,  has  suddenly  veered  round  to  the 
S.W.  quarter,  and  you  decide  upon  your  first  day's 
fly-fishing.  Full  of  hope,  you  entrain  to  one  of  your 
favourite  haunts  upon  the  Yore,  Wharfe,  Swale,  or 
Nidd,  as  your  fancy  may  lead  you.    Donning  your 
waders  in  the  train,  so  as  to  lose  no  precious  time 
on  your  arrival,  you  reach  your  destination,  and 
view  the  water  with  a  critical  eye.    "  Just  the 
right  height  and  colour,"  you  soUloquise,  and  soon 
the  Une  is  run  through  the  rings,  the  cast  of  four  flies 
attached  to  it,  and  you  are  standing  knee-deep  at 
the  foot  of  the  stream  which  you  select  for  your 
initial  cast.    No  need,  my  friend,  to  fish  the  strong 
water  in  the  centre  of  the  stream  ;  switch  out  line 
to  the  extent  of  (say)  12ft.  from  the  point  of  your 
rod,  and  carefully  cast  up  stream  into  the  thin 
water  towards  the  edge.  Keeping  your  eyes  intently 
on  your  flies,  you  see  a  sudden  flash  of  a  yellow 
side  below  the  surface.    Just  tighten  your  hne,  and 
yoTir  bending  rod  proclaims  the  first  trout  of  the 
season.    Here  and  there  he  scurries  around,  but 
do  not  let  him  head  up  stream  ;  keep  a  gentle  strain 
upon  him,  and  if  you  are  dexterous  enough  you  may 
net  him  as  he  comes  down  past  you  ;  if  not,  play 
him  out  below  you,  and  proceed  quietly  up  stream, 
searching  every  bit  of  water  as  you  go.    See  that 
little  pool  a  few  yards  out  from  the  side  where  the 
stream  breaks   against  a  moss-covered  boulder, 
cast  joxn  tail-fly  like  a  zephyr  into  the  centre  of  it. 
Ha  !  there  is  no  mistake  about  that  rise — a  regular 
head-and-tail  one,  hooked  himself,- and  a  good  fish, 
boo — "fib.  if  he  is  an  ounce,"  you  remark  as  you 
sUp  him  into  your  creel.    Two  or  three  more  come  to 
the  net,  besides  unavoidable  losses,  and  then  you 
come  to  the  glide  at  the  head  of  the  stream — such 
a  place,  if  about  18in.  in  depth,  is  a  sure  resting- 
place  of  the  hungry  trout ;  an  d  your  creel  grows 
heavier  as  the  tjme  passes  quickly  away.    A  brief 
halt  for  a  sandwich  and  a  pipe,  and  to  work  again, 
and  as  the  sun  sinks  to  rest  in  the  west,  and  the 
cool  of  the  evening  succeeds,  you  splash  ashore, 
unship  your  rod,  and  make  tracks  for  the  httle 
cormtry  station,  well  satisfied  with  your  first  April 
day  with  the  trout.  .  Halcyon. 


MAJOE  TIMOTHY'S  SOCDOLLAGER. 


A  STOEY  OF  THE  SIXTIES. 


I  HAD  accompanied  my  friend  Major  Timothy  on 
his  first  visit  to  a  celebrated  stretch  of  trout  fishing 
he  had  rented  for  the  season  near  a  West  of  England 
town.  The  Major  was  perhaps  a  little  too  fond  of 
showing  resentment  against  liberties  and  of  instil- 
ling discipline  into  his  humbler  fellow  creatures. 
We  had  walked  as  far  as  the  outskirts  of  the  town 
where  a  large  culvert  some  fifty  or  sixty  yards  long, 
ominously  suggestive  of  the  town  sewer,  joined  the 
river.  I  was  carrying  my  sketching  materials. 
The  Major  was  pounding  along  rod  in  hand,  with 
his  neat  French  basket  strapped  across  his  shoulders, 
and  was  warmly  denouncing  the  working  classes 
and  loafers  generally,  when  suddenly  a  man  stepped 
from  behind  a  willow  pollard,  laid  one  hand  on  the 
Major's  basket,  slightly  raising  the  lid  as  he  did  so, 
whilst  he  took  a  quick  glance  at  its  contents,  and 
said,  "  Excuse  me,  sir,  I'm  the  man  for  you,  sir, 
I'll  carry  your  basket."  Before  the  Major  could 
recover  his  surprise,  the  stranger  was  busy  unbuck- 
ling the  strap.  He  was  a  dirty,  coarse,  beer-sodden 
man,  and  as  his  fingers  worked  at  the  buckle  he  kept 
poking  his  head  forward,  first  in  one  direction  and 
then  in  another,  peering  and  peeping  at  us  and  our 
belongings  with  disagreeable  inquisitiveness.  The 
Major  with  an  oath  and  a  furious  "hands  off'" 
shook  himself  free.    "  Sir,"  said  the  man  with 


deprecatory  humility,  "  a  real  gentleman  never 
carries  his  own  basket.  Franky  Franky  never 
carried  his  basket,  and  "  (with  a  glance  at  myself 
and  my  sketch-book)  "  old  Michael  Angelo  didn't 
caiTy  nothing  himself.  It  used  to  be  a  dollar  from 
Franky,  and  a  half-dollar  from  Michael,  and  as 
much  liquor  as  I  could  stuff  down." 

"Go  to  blazes,"  said  the  Major,  and  as  he  hur- 
ried ofif  angrily  remarked  to  me,  and  in  hearing  of 
the  man,  that  the  rascal  |had  a  rod  and  line  and 
was  bottom  fishing,  and  that  he  had  no  right  to 
fish  at  all,  and  still  less  to  fish  with  his  vile 
garden  baits,  and  he'd  give  him  beans  and  water 
gruel.  After  walking  half  a  mile  down  the  river, 
the  Major  began  fishing.  The  water  was  in 
beautifiil  order.  The  Major  rose  and  hooked  two 
or  three  fish,  and  regained  his  good  temper. 
"  After  all,"  he  observed,  "  I  might  perhaps  just  as 
well  have  chucked  the  dirty  fellow  a  shilling. 
By  Jove,  how  the  fish  are  rising  1  There's  another 
— missed — by  George  1  No,  by  the  living  Jingo, 
he's  fast." 

Just  at  that  instant  down  came  a  blob  of  weed, 
and  smash  went  the  gut  cast.  Patches  after 
patches  of  weed  floated  down  in  quick  succession, 
and  thicker  and  thicker  grew  the  water.  The 
fishing  was  over  for  at  least  an  hour  or  two.  We 
thought  it  better  to  walk  back  for  lunch.  On  our 
way  back  we  passed  our  fi-iend  or  enemy.  What 
had  spoilt  our  fishing  had  assisted  his.  He  had 
some  half-dozen  spanking  fish  on  the  bank.  "  How 
did  you  get  those?  "  said  the  Major.  "  You  didn't 
get  them  with  the  fly  ;  you've  been  poaching,  sir. 
I'll  have  you  stopped."  "  No,  no,"  said  the  man. 
"  I  used  to  carry  Franky  Franky 's  basket.  Franky 
Franky  never  stopped  me,  and  Michael  Angelo 

 "    "  D  your  Franky  Franky  and  Michael 

Angelo,"  roared  the  Major. 

After  lunch  we  again  went  to  the  water,  again 
passing  the  man.  'The  Major  recommenced  fishing, 
and  down  again  came  the  weeds  and  filth.  The 
Major's  strength  of  language  was  even  too  much 
for  my  accustomed  nerves,  but  I  gathered  myself 
together  and  meekly  suggested  that  it  was  not 
quite  best  form  to  swear  at  working  men,  and  that 
our  dirty  acquaintance  had  taken  offence  and  let 
down  the  weeds.  "  I'll  teach  him  to  take  offence," 
said  the  Major.  "  I'll  give  him  beans."  I  could 
scarcely  keep  up  with  the  Major  as  he  hurried 
back  up  stream,  his  left  hand  twitching  at  the 
landing-net  handle  and  his  rod  in  the  right,  with 
the  fly  streaming  out  loose  in  the  wind.  As  soon 
as  he  caught  sight  of  the  enemy,  he  made  for  him 

with  a  run.    "  By  "  he  was  beginning,  and 

he  threw  his  rod  forward  as  he  spoke.  Flop  went 
the  fly  to  the  mouth  of  the  culvert,  when  there 
was  a  tremendous  boil  in  the  water,  and  a  huge 
fish  sprang  upon  the  fly.  Whiz  went  the  winch, 
out  came  the  enemy  from  behind  the  pollard- 
willow,  whither  he  had  retreated  before  the  Major's 
charge.  "  It's  my  fish,"  said  the  man;  "you've 
hooked  my  fish.  Franky  Franky  was  a  gentleman. 
What  business  have  you  to  upset  my  fishing. 

Michael  Angelo  "    "  Michael  Angelo  be  doubly 

d  d,"  said  the  Major,  triumphantly  playing  the 

fish,  "  and  you  clear  out."  The  man  stood  silent. 
The  Major  netted  the  fish,  a  whacking  trout  of 
some  51b.  "  Come,"  said  the  man,  "  'arf-a-doUar 
now.  Ain't  it  yom  fust  fish  on  this  water  ?  "  The 
Major  scowled  and  walked  oflf  to  the  inn  with  the 
fish,  vaunting  in  high  glee  as  we  went  along  how 
he  had  told  me  he  should  pay  the  ruffian  out  and 
give  him  beans,  and  how  that  was  the  way  he  had 
done  it.  I  felt  rather  ashamed,  and  hinted  to  the 
Major  that  he  might  under  the  circumstances  have 
given  our  acquaintance  something  more  palatable 
or  easier  to  sfip  down  than  beans.  "Not  I," 
retorted  the  Major  chucklingly,  "  unless  it  was 
gruel — water  gruel — beans  and  tip  top  water  gruel," 
and  he  chuckled  and  chortled  in  the  same  strain 
during  the  whole  of  our  diimer. 

After  dinner  the  Major  was  smoking  in  high 
good  temper.  The  door  of  the  dining-parlour  was 
open,  and  we  could  hear  the  conversation  in  the  bar. 
Before  long  we  recognised  the  voice  of  our  enemy 
raucously  reiterating  the  words  "  gentlemen," 
"  Franky  Franky,"  and  "  Michael  Angelo."  "  I  can't 
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make  out,"  said  the  Major,  "  what  on  earth  that 
villain  means  by  his  Franky  Franky  and  Michael 
Angelo.    It's  enough  to  make  one  sick  to  hear  the 
rascal.    What  do  you  say  to  trying  to  find  out?  " 
In  we  walked.    To  the  annoyance  of  the  Major, 
there  was  his  51b.  fish  displayed  in  the  bar.  Our 
enemy  appeared  to  be  eagerly  conversing  with  a 
sympathetic  group  of  fellow-loafers.    When  we 
came  in  there  was  a  sudden  silence.    "  Peeping 
Pick,"  said  the  barman  obsequiously,  "  has  been 
telling  us  of  your  fish,  sir."    "  Yes,"  said  a  by- 
stander, "  he  says  he  couldn't  have  done  it  better 
himself,  and  it  was  a  splendid  cast."    "  Ah  1  "  said 
Peeping  Dick,  for  that  appeared  to  be  our  enemy's 
name,  "  I  owes  the  gentleman  no  grudge,  not  I. 
I  didn't  mind  his  beans,"  and,  touching  his  hat, 
"  I  must  put  up  with  water  gruel — I  shouldn't  have 
upset  the   gentleman,  and    I  from   my  'umble 
'art    ask    pardon."    "  That's    right,"   said  the 
Major,  "  no    harm's    done.    You've    got  your 
lesson  and  here's  half-a-crown."    Peeping  Dick 
pocketed  the  coin  with   "  Drinks  all  round  1 " 
to  the  barman,  and  "  'Ere's  to  the  'ealthof  Franky 
Franky,  Michael  Angelo,  and  those  two  other 
gentlemen  1 "    He  gave  the  slightest  emphasis,  I 
thought,  to  the  word  "  other."    "  It's  not  a  bad 
fish,"  said  the  Major  weakly.    "  Well,  it  is  and  it 
ain't,"  said  Peeping  Dick.    "  It's  not  what  Franky 
Franky  would  call  a  socdollager."     "  Who  is 
Franky    Franky,"    said    the    Major,  becoming 
patronisingly  familiar,  and  forgetting  the  excellent 
maxim  of  Mr.  Bagnet  that  discipline  must  be 
maintained.  "  Why,"  said  Peeping  Dick,  "  Meester 
Francis  Francis,  to  be  sure.    The  best  gentleman 
that  ever  'andled  a  rod,  and  the  gentleman  who 
'andled  it  best."    There  was  a  roar  of  applause, 
"  Pints    all    round  1 "    shouted    Peeping  Dick. 
"  Meester  Francis    Francis  for  hever  1 "  And 
throwing  open  his  coat,  "  This  'ere's  his  old 
weskit,  and  his  'art  beat  under  this  weskit,  and 
it  beat  dollars  and  'alf-dollars  to  the  poor-man 
angler.   'Owever,  no  offence,  sir.   Maybe  yer  know 
him  in  London  ?    Tell  him  of  Peeping  Dick,  and 
say  I   'oners  him  and  Mr.  Michael  Angelo." 
"  Well,"  said  the   Major  somewhat  doubtfully, 
"and  who's  Michael  Angelo?"    "Why,  Michael 
Angelo  Bolfe,  to  be  sure."    "His  name  is  John," 
said  the  Major.    "  No,  no,  it  ain't ;  it's  Michael 
Angelo.    You  ask  the  barman — he  knows."    "  It 
is  certainly  Michael  Angelo,"  said  the  barman. 
"  Everybody  here  calls  him  so.    Besides,  you'U 
see  it  on  the  picture.     He  painted  that  there 
picture,  and  a  fine  picture  it  is.    It's  worth  four 
hundred  pounds,  or  maybe  five  hundred,  but  it 
ain't  for  sale."    He  pointed  to  a  dingy-looking 
oil  painting  hanging  on  the  wall,  and  added,  "  There 
it  is.    It's  a  boat  wallolloping  up  and  down- 
on  the  angry  waves  of  a    Hirish    lake,  and 
there's  the  trout  acoming  to  the  surface,  a  real 
big  'un  of  a  fish,  and  there's  the  initials  signed 
tip-top  in  the  corner.    There's  no  mistake  about 
that.    There  they  are— E.M.A."    "  That's  not  a 
Eolfe,"  said  the  Major ;  "  it's  a  picture  of  a  ship's 

boat  with  a  crew  of  ten  men,  and  a  d  d  bad 

pictinre,  too,  and  the  trout's  a  whale,  and  the 
initials  E.M.A.  mean  Eoyal  Marine  Artillery." 
"  Horse  Marines,"  snarled  the  barman.  "  How 
can  a  trout  be  a  whale  ?  "  There  was  a  roar  of 
laughter  led  by  Peeping  Dick,  who  as  it  appeared  to 
me  hadn't  quite  forgiven  the  Major.  "  M.A.,"  said 
the  Major,  "  stands  for  Marine  Artillery."  "  Hem 
Hay,"  retorted  the  barman,  "  is  Magister  Harti- 
orum,  as  anybody  knows,  but  Har  Hem  Hay  is 
Eolfe  Michael  Angelo,  and  the  picture's  worth 
five  hundred  pounds,  and  may  be  a  thousand 
more."  "  Yes,"  chimed  in  Peeping  Dick,  "  and 
your  fish,  sir,  ain't  a  whale  nor  what  Franky 
Franky  used  to  call  a  socdollager.  There  are 
fish  up  that  town  drain  that  weigh  101b.,  151b., 
and  201b."  "  They  ought  to  be  caught,"  said  the 
Major  ;  "  they  are  most  destructive  to  the  fishery." 
"  That's  what  the  socdollagers  say  themselves, 
sir,"  said  Peeping  Dick,  "but  'ow  can  we  do  it? 
is  what  we  say  to  the  socdollagers."  "  They  must 
be  netted,"  said  the  Major.  "  I'll  have  them 
netted."  Tick  explained  that  the  socdollagers 
kept  carefully  in  the  drain,  and  that  the  drain  was 
so  confoundedly  filthy  that  no  one  would  drive 
them  out.  At  last,  after  some  discussion,  it  was 
agreed  that  Dick  should  next  morning  for  the 
reward  of  five  shillings,  plus  a  bottle  of  Old  Tom 
gin,  enter  the  drain  from  above  and  drive  down 
the  socdollagers  into  the  net. 

The  next  morning  came,  and  with  it  a  large 
attendance  of  town  loafers  at  the  sewer's  mouth. 


i 


April  18,  1908 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


309 


The  net  was  fixed,  but  Dick  stipulated  for  half  the 
bottle  of  gin  before  he  entered  the  sewer  and  had 
a  taste  of  that  tap.   This  was  felt  to  be  reasonable. 
He  swigged  the  gin  ofif  with  a  grin,  observing  that 
"  'Arf  down  fust  was  fair  play."    He  then  man- 
fully entered  the  drain.    Splash,  splash  was  heard. 
Louder  and  nearer  became  the  splashes,  and  lo 
and  behold !  at  the  mouth  of  the  drain  and  on  the 
top  of  the  dirty  water  was  descried  a  huge  trout. 
The  excitement  was  intense.    Some  said  the  fish 
was  151b.,  others  201b.    In  vain  the  Major  tried 
to  keep  order,  and  jawed  about  disciplme.  Just 
as  the  huge  trout  reached  the  net  it  darted  back 
up  the  sewer,  and  Peeping  Dick  shortly  afterwards 
appeared  at  the  exit,  where  he  was  greeted  by  the 
crowd  with  jeers  and  ironical  compliments.  He 
at  once  called  for  the  rest  of  the  gin.    His  mates, 
however,  had  emptied  the  bottle,  and  to  make 
matters  worse  for  poor  Dick  the  Major  was  inexor- 
able and  upheld  the  maxim  of  no  play,  no  pay. 
The  Major  whispered  to  me  that  Peeping  Dick's 
boots  were  dry  and  that  he  was  a  regular  rogue, 
and  had  evidently  walked  on  the  dry  coping  of  the 
culvert,  so  it  was  not  sui-prising  that  the  fish  had  got 
by  him.    The  Major  slyly  added  that  he  had  shown 
how  he  could  give  Dick  beans,  and  he  would  now 
give  him  what  he  called  water  gruel.    I  saw  the 
Major  slip  something  into  the  palm  of  a  bystander, 
who  at  once  sloped  off  to  the  sluice  above  the  culvert. 
Dick,  after  some  persuasion,  yielded  to  the  Major's 
arguments,  and  sulkUy  assented  to  walking  through 
the  culvert  again.    "  Eeal  jam  this  time,  mind 
you,   Dick,  and  no  shirking.    "We'll  have  real 
splashing  this  time,  Dick,"  cried  the  Major  with  a 
malicious  grin.    Dick  entered  the  culvert— splash, 
splash  was  faintly  heard.    The  splashes  grew 
louder  and  gradually  increased  into  a  formidable 
roar,  and  down  came  Dick  head  over  heels  in  the 
flood  of  water,  and  was  dexterously  drawn  to  land 
in  the  net  amidst  the  consolatory  sarcasms  of  his 
mates.    He  merely  remarked  that  the  job  was 
worth  a  quid,  and  the   Major  chucked  him  a 
sovereign,  telling  him  he  hadn't  deserved  it,  for  he 
had  been  the  cause  of  his  losing  the  largest  trout 
he  had  seen  in  his  lifetime,  and  one  at  least  three 
times  the  size  of  the  trout  left  at  the  inn.    "  'Ow 
big  were  the  fish  you  saw,  sir?"   said  Dick, 
wringing  his  clothes.    "  The  drain  was  that  dark 
I  couldn't  see  'un.    I  'erd  no  soedoUager.   May  be 
he  was  no  bigger  than  the  haccident  of  yesterday, 
or  may  be  he  was  a  whale  in  a  Hirish  lake."    "  It 
was  a  fish  of  quite  151b.,"  said  the  Major,  "  I 
made  no  mistake  about  that,  and  we'll  have  him 
another  time  before  we  leave."    "  Eight  yer  are," 
said  Dick,  "  you  shall  have  him  long  before  that. 

Franky  Franky  and  Michael  Angelo  "    "  Drop 

your  Franky  Franky  and  Michael  Angelo,"  snapped 
the  Major.  "  I've  done  with  you  and  you  leave 
that  big  fish  alone."  "He  won't  trouble  me  no 
more,"  retorted  Dick.  "I  knows  a  gentleman. 
Gentlemen  don't  carry  their  own  things.  May  be 
you'll  carry  the  socdollager  yourself  when  you 
gets  him.  I  shan't  ask  you  for  no  more  dollars 
nor  drinks."  That  afternoon  the  Major  fished 
with  better  success,  and  caught  a  brace  of 
2-pounders.  As  we  walked  back  he  was  lament- 
ing Dick's  trickery  and  the  loss  of  the  I51b. 
trout,  but  was  overjoyed  at  Dick's  absence  from 
the  sewer  pool.  "  Beans  and  water  gruel  for 
Dick,"  said  the  Major,  as  he  complacently  surs'eyed 
the  mouth  of  the  culvert,  when  his  eye  caught  sight 
of  a  dead  fish  of  about  51b.,  much  the  worse  for 
wear,  to  which  was  attached  a  long  strand  of  piano 
wire.  When  we  retmmed  to  the  inn,  I  asked  for 
the  Major's  fish.  The  Major  did  not  ask  for  it, 
nor  was  it  there.  I  also  asked  the  Major  what  was 
the  weight  of  the  socdollager,  and  whether  he  was 
sure  it  weighed  151b.    The  Major  made  no  reply. 

  E.  B.  S. 


Sun  Scorched  Gardens. — "  Owners  of  dry,  sun 
scorched  gardens,"  the  Gardener  says,  "  do  well  to 
raise  many  plants  under  glass,  since  the  risks  of 
outdoor  sowing  are  so  many.  However,  when 
outdoor  sowing  is  preferred,  the  best  precaution  to 
adopt  is  thoroughly  to  soak  the  soil  some  hours  in 
advance,  go  over  it  with  a  handfork  just  before 
sowing,  to  make  sure  that  it  crumbles  well  and  is 
not  caked  together  ;  then  lay  sheets  of  newspaper, 
weighted  by  stones  or  bricks,  over  the  surface 
directly  the  seeds  have  been  sown  and  covered  in. 
These  sheets  will  preserve  moisture  in  the  earth." 
[And  the  angler  will  there  find  "  wums,"  or 
"  gardenias,"  as  they  are  called^  in'more  euphuistic 
language.— Ed.  F.  G.] 
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ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
TliameB. — General  Remarks. — The  river  has 
fined  down,  but  the  temperature  still  remains  low. 
There  ie  still  a  good  head  of  water,  although  all  the 
sluices  at  the  weirs  have  been  open.  Mr.  Herbert 
Lukyn  has  had  another  small  trout  at  Sunbury, 
which  he  returned  to  the  river.  Master  Brooker, 
fishing  with  B.  Buttery  at  Cookham,  haa  taken  a 
3Jlb.  trout.  During  Easter  Thames  anglers  hope 
to  do  well,  but  last  year,  when  the  weather  was  all 
that  could  be  dpsired,  Eaater  anglers  were  dis- 
appointed. On  Monday  I  accepted  an  invitation 
to  the  Blackfriars  A.S.  dinner  at  the  York  Hotel, 
Waterloo -road,  and  the  function  was  a  great  success.' 
— F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Badg-worthy,  etc.  (N.  Devon.)— Easter  anglers 
are  reminded  that  on  some  of  the  streams  here 
(notably  the  Badgworthy)  wading  is  not  allowed. 
Sport  is  likely  to  be  good. — J.  P.  Taylor. 

Coin  (Pairford,  Gloucestershire).  —  Several 
anglers  have  been  out,  and  had  very  fair  sport. 
Water  in  good  condition,  and  everything  favourable 
for  Easter.  Flies :  Olive  Dun  and  Quill,  March 
Brown  and  Whirling  Blue. — Chas.  Powell. 

Darenth. — The  trout  are  getting  into  condition, 
and  will  be  fit  to  kill  at  Easter.  Red  Quill  and 
Olive  are  the  most  likely  flies,  though  the  only  one 
I  found  successful  was  Grev  QuiU.  Day  tickets  on 
Lion  water,  7s.  6d. — J.  P.  Taylor. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).- The  water  has 
fined  down  very  much,  and  a  cold  wind  has  not 
improved  prospects.  A  few  nice  dishes  of  trout 
have,  been  caught  in  the  lower  waters,  and  several 
salmon  have  been  had  by  the  Weir  nets.  I 
am  told  that  fishing  on  the  Moor  has  not  been 
exceptionally  good  up  to  now,  and  that  the  fish 
generally  are  not  in  such  good  condition  as  usual. 
Salmon  are  scarce  on  the  Moor,  although  there  are 
a  good  many  reported  in  the  lower  reaches,  and  the 
necessity  of  putting  some  clean-run  fish  over  Totnes 
Weir  is  apparent.  It  is  hoped  the  fishery  board 
will  come  to  terms  with  the  angling  association  on 
this  matter. — Devonxan. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  Ockment,  Torridge, 
and  Lew  have  been  in  improved  condition  this 
week,  and  several  fine  "takes"  have  been  ob- 
tained. Dr.  T.  T.  Whipham,  Fishleigh  House,  and 
Mr.  Go tt  have  been  among  the  successful  rods. 
General  Sir  John  Owen,  fishing  in  the  Torridge  on 
April  13,  landed  a  very  fine  trout  which  scaled  5lb., 
one  of  the  largest  caught  in  the  stream.  Mr.  F. 
W.  Chamberlain,  of  London,  fishing  in  Lord  Clin- 
ton's water  at  Beaford,  landed  five  salmon  which 
weighed  141b.,  16lb.,  171b.,  and  two  of  131b.,  a  total 
of  721b.  He  captured  the  fish,  which  were  in 
capital  condition,  with  the  fly.  Baskets  of  trout 
of  from  a  dozen  to  a  dozen  and  a  half  have  been 
the  order  in  the  Carey,  which  has  receded  some- 
what, but  the  conditions  at  present  are  favourable. 

 DEVONXilT. 

Elan  Reservoirs.  —  Continued  north-easterly 
winds  have  exercised  an  undue  influence  on  angUng 
at  the  Elan  Reservoirs.  During  the  latter  portion 
of  last  week  the  weather  was  perfect,  and  several 
catches  were  reported.  The  early  part  of  the 
present  week  has,  however,  witnessed  a  return  to 
Arctic  conditions. — ^W.  B.  H, 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Very  little  doing  in 
the  river  and  tributaries  during  the  past  week,  but 
anglers  generally  are  looking  forward  to  the  Easter 
holidays  in  the  hopes  of  better  sport.  The  few 
trout  caught  have  been  taken  with  Blue  Upright, 
Half-Stone,  and  March  Brown.  The  bass  have  been 
seen  off  Exmouth,  and  on  Monday  Fisherman 
E.  Knight,  of  Exmouth,  secured  three  off  the 
Warren  Ridge ;  pollack  and  mullet  are  quite  off  the 
feed ;  the  latter  are  plentiful  in  the  Docks,  but  with 
the  prevailing  cold  winds  there  is  no  chance  of 
enticing  these  wary  fish  to  take  on. — Red  Palmer. 

Lake  Vyrnwy. — During  the  past  week  both 
weather  and  sport  have  considerably  improved,  and 
anglers  have  made  baskets  every  day.  On  April  7 
Mr.  Stratton  brought  in  eighteen  scaling  121b.,  and 
on  April  8  Messrs.  Bourke,  Stratton,  Bourne,  and 
Edwards  all  got  some  very  pretty  fish.  On  April  10 
and  1 1  there  was  a  splendid  rise,  and  Mr.  Bourke 
and  Dr.  Fenton  had  capital  sport  with  twenty, 
14^1b.,  and  twenty-seven,  loflb.,  respectively,  the 
fish  ranging  from  Jib.  to  1  lb.  each  and  in  good 
condition.  Flies:  Black  and  Teal,  March  Brown. 
— ^LoNG  Drift. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  weather  continues 
(Tuesday)  dull  and  cold,  and  is  far  from^good  for 
marking  down  trout.  StUl,  a  few  decent  fish  have 
been  noted  in  the  Lea  between  Ware  and  Hertford, 
and  a  nice  head  of  trout  is  reported  from  the 
tributary  Beane.    The  first  martin  of  the  season 


has  been  seen  flying  over  the  Beane  in  the  Hertford 
district,  but  the  supply  of  insect  food  for  these 
birds  must  be  rather  scarce  at  present.  Anglers 
are  again  reminded  that  they  cannot  catch  trout  in 
the  Lea  and  its  tributary  streams  until  May  1. 
IzAAK  Walton. 

Lngsr  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  running  clear  and  in  good  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  this  week  has  been  oold,  the 
wind  being  in  the  east.  The  fish  have  been  rising 
better  in  both  streams,  and  with  a  few  warm  days 
they  should  be  well  on  the  feed.  Blues  and  March 
Browns  are  on,  and  the  trout  are  taking  them  well. 
A  few  rods  have  been  out  and  some  nice  fish 
landed,  but  good  sport  has  not  been  had  yet.  Warm 
weather  is  wanted.    The  Pinsley  is  in  good  order. — 

GWYNNE. 

otter  (Bndleigh  Salterton).— There  was  a 
freshet  on  April  10,  and  on  April  1 1  the  river  was 
much  discoloured,  but  stUl  fishable  with  the  fly. 
For  the  first  time  for  several  days  the  fish  moved 
freely  in  parts  of  the  river,  and  some  fair  baskets 
were  made.  On  April  13  the  river  was  in  splendid 
order,  and  although  there  was  a  cold  east  wind 
there  was  a  good  rise  of  Pale  Duns' and  Olive  Duns 
about  noon,  and  fish  went  for  them  well.  Your 
reporter  took  two  breice  of  nice  fish  on  the  public 
water  here  with  the  dry-fly  (Olive  Quill),  and  good 
catches  are  reported  from  the  preser\-ed  water. 
Day  tickets  at  53.  have  lately  been  issued  for  the 
preserves.  Apphcation  should  be  made  at  the 
Rolle  Estate  OflSce,  Exmouth.— Heron. 

Flymonth. — There  has  not  been  much  doing  on 
the  rivers  during  this  week,  the  weather  has  been  too 
cold.  It  cannot  be  said  that  the  fishermen  do  not 
try,  because  I  find  that  the  licences  I  issue  are 
quite  up  to  the  average,  so  the  fishermen  are 
about  when  the  weather  suits.  The  favourite  river 
is  theTavy  just  now,  and  some  nice  baskets  of  trout 
are  being  taken  between  Tavistock  and  Double 
Waters.  We  shall  soon  have  the  run  of  peel  now  if 
the  weather  suits  and  we  get  a  spate,  then  the  pools 
from  Double  Waters  down  to  Denliam  Bridge  are 
the  moat  Hkely  spots  for  these  fish.  Comfortable 
apartments  are  to  be  had  near  the  river,  so  that  the 
fisherman  can  be  close  to  his  work  when  the  rim 
takes  place. — William  Heardee. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  — 
The  weather  has  been  much  too  cold  with  an 
easterly  wind  for  successful  trout-fishing.  The 
brooks  and  tributaries  of  the  Ouse  have  yielded  a 
few  brace  taken  with  worm,  but  in  a  basket  of 
four  brace  the  heaviest  fish  was  lO^z.  A  few  fish 
have  been  taken  from  the  river.  On  April  10,  Mr. 
Ablett  secured  a  nice  fish  of  21b.,  and  Mr.  a! 
Snelgrove  a  trout  of  IQoz.,  but  the  weather  was 
cold  and  winterlike,  and  at  present  there  seems  no 
likelihood  of  a  change  for  the  holiday  angler.  A 
few  school  bass  are  notified  m  taken  at  Chichester 
Harbovir.  A  fish  of  31b.  was  recently  taken  by  the 
netsmen. — George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — The  rivers  have  been  high 
and  very  clear.  Salmon  fishing  for  sport  is  now 
good,  but  the  fish,  unfortunately,  are  returnable 
ones,  or  the  majority  of  them.  The  minnow  seems 
the  attraction.  The  rivers  from  the  late  showers 
have  increased,  and  should  make  the  few  days  of 
the  week  good. — Rusty  Game. 

Tei^.  —  The  River  Teify  in  the  Llandyssil 
district  is  now  very  bright,  "but,  notwithstanding 
this,  good  sport  was  obtained  last  week  with  salmon. 
Four  salmon  have  been  accounted  for  by  the 
following  : — T.  Davies,  Medical  Hall,  one,  1 9ilb.  ; 
Dan  Howells,  Green  Hill,  one,  IBJlb.  ;  Mr.  H.  H. 
Mitchell,  Brynteify,  one,  8lb.  ;  Tom  Evans,  Forth 
Hotel,  one,  ISJlb.  Trout  have  been  off  feed,  but  a 
few  small  baskets  have  been  obtsuned  by  local 
anglers.— T.  G.  T. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  tliis  district  is 
now  running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital 
order  for  fishing.  The  weather  keeps  iai  from 
being  favourable  for  anglers  to  get  out.  With  a 
few  wtu-m  days,  then  cold  nights  followed  by  dull 
days  and  east  winds,  the  fishing  has  not  been  so 
successful  £is  expected.  At  the  end  of  last  week 
the  Blues  and  March  Browns  were  on  thickly,  and 
the  fish  were  rising  at  them  well,  and  several  very 
good  trout  were  landed.  One  angler  took  four 
brace  near  Ludford.  On  April  12  and  13  east  wind 
prevailed.  Roach,  dace,  emd  perch  taken.  Worms 
have  accounted  for  good  trout.  The  Ony,  Corve, 
Clun,  and  LediV3-che  are  all  in  order  ;  good  fish 
taken. — S.  Ludlow. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  condition  of  the  water  now  is 
good  for  salmon  and  trout,  and  a  good  trout  cast 
for  the  hoUdays  would  be  the  March  Brown,  the 
Blue  Upright,  Grannom  or  Green  Tail,  and  Stone 
Fly.  On  April  7,  Mr.  H.  A.  Bentinck  killed  a 
salmon,  161b.,  in  the  Bindings;  ilr.  Domville,  one, 
181b.,  on  the  Marquis  of  Abergavenny's  water.  On 
April  9,  Dr.  E.  L.  M  Hackett,  one,  11  lb.,  in  Harry 
Giles'  stream ;  ilr.  R.  Rickards,  one,  201b.,  in 
Railyderry,  and  lost  another  after  playing  the  fish 
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SPRING  FISHING. 

Send  your  Orders  direct  to  the  Practical  Manufacturers. 

21/-  THE  MUlTUM-rN^PARVO  FLY  ROD.  2X/- 
3T/6      THE  NEW  COMPOSITE  ROD.  3T/e 

Two  pieces,  with  built  cane  top,  9ft.,  9  ft.  6  in.,  and  10  ft.,  close  whipped  throughout, 
cork  handle,  beautifully  balanced  and  finished. 


9,  ,    OUR  FAMOUS  3-JOINT  GREENHEART  ^i/. 
'  FLY  RODS.  ^ 

9  ft.  to  10  ft.  6  in.,  cork  grip,  and  all  improvements. 


FLY  DEPARTMENT. 

Kow  is  the  time  to  have  your  Spring  Flies  Dressed. 
FLOATING,  2/-  doz.  DOUBLE  WINGED,  2/6  <^oz 

Devonshire  Patterns  for  Axe  and  Toppldge  from  the  Selection  of  Local  Experts. 
TESTIMONIALS. 


London,  W. 
Dear  Sirs,— Flies  to  hand.  I  like  them  very 
much.  Your  flies  always  please  me,  and  you 
know  that  I  am  very  hard  to  please  in  the  matter 
of  Trout  Flies.  I  will  say  this  about  your  flies  : 
they  are  tied  to  nature,  and  what  is  more,  the 
trout  like  them  ;  you  put  the  correct  feathers 
and  furs  in  your  flies,  and  your;tyers  are  artists. 

Piccadilly,  London,  W. 
Gentlemen,— I  now  enclose  remittance  for  the 
flies.    I  also  had  some  of  those  you  made  for 

Mr.  R  .   I  don't  know  if  you  saw  in  the 

FUld  that  I  caught  two  beauties— 5  lbs.  8ozs., 
and  6  lbs.  12  ozs. — the  largest  taken  in  our  water 
for  nine  years.  I  caught  them  with  the  grey- 
legged  ones.    They  would  look  at  nothing  else. 

W.  J.  B. 


Campden  Hill, 

London,  W, 

I  may  tell  you  for  your  satisfaction  that  fishing 
for  Sea  Trout  late  last  year  (in  September)  with 
one  of  your  Red  Teals  (brother  to  the  one  en- 
closed as  pattern)  and  one  of  your  rather  fine 
Grilse  Casts,  my  son-in-law  hooked  a  27  lb. 
Salmon,  and  after  playing  it  in  very  rough  water 
in  the  Laardal  River  for  nearly  two  hours,  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  gaffing.  It  speaks  well  for 
your  tackle.  COL.  C.  S. 

Lindula, 

Ceylon. 

Dear  Sirs,— I  enclose  cheque  for  flies  to  hand 
I  am  very  pleased  with  patterns  sent.  I  im- 
mediately established  a  record  with  them. 


06DEN&SC0TF0RD 


CHELTENHAM 


9   GOLD.   SILVER.    AND   OTHER  MEDALS  AWARDED. 


J.  E.  MILLER, 

NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  DEPOT,  19,  New  Station  St.,  LEEDS. 


Telegrams:  "PISCATOR,  LEEDS.' 


Telbphone  :  No.  2601. 


THE  "WEE"  CHAPMAN f  6- 


For  Spinning  a  Small  Minnow 
in  low,  clear  water. 

Price,  with  5  trebles  as  sketch,  1/6. 
„    3     „  „  1/3. 


LIGHT  WHOLE  CANE  FLY  RODS. 

Best  quality,  2  Tops,  Double  Brazed,  Universal  Winch  Fittings, 
Cork  Handle,  and  fully  fitted,  10  ft.,  10^  ft,,  11  ft.,  17/e. 

These  Rods  are  all  built  from  a  specially  selected  cane,  having  a  thick  hard  centre  which  far 
surpasses  any  previous  make.  They  are  light  and  powerful,  and  have  the  advantage  of  being 
equally  suitable  for  casting  either  a  short  or  a  long  line. 


EASTER  FLIES. 

SPECIAL  ATTENTION  GIVEN  TO  FLIES  TO  PATTERN. 

"Miller's"  Yorkshire  Flies  kill  on  any  Water. 
Best  Drawn  Gut,  Hair,  or  Eyed  Hooks,  1/9  dozen. 

SELECTIONS    MADE    UP  FOR  ALL  PARTS 
OF  THE  KINGDOM. 


MOUNTED  FLY  CASTS. 

Best  Killing  Patterns,  X/6  each. 

BEST  SATEEN  WADERS,  is/s. 
BEST  TWILL  WADERS,  xs/s. 

BROGUES.  Xl/6,  14/6,  1-7/0,21/., 25/- 


8CIATICA, 
LUMBAGO, 
RHEUMATISM. 

Sufferers  should  use 


DROITWIGH 
BRINE  CRYSTALS 


Being    a    specially  Crystallised 
Preparation,  for  Home   Use,  of 
the  Celebrated  Droitwich  Brine 
Springs. 
From  aZl  Chemists,  or 
m  28  lb.  Bag  delivered  Free  to 
■ny  address. 

London,  2/~m     Country,  2/3, 

Sole  Proprietors, 

WESTON  &WESTALL,  Ltd. 

(Dept.  C), 

16,  Eastcheap,  London,  E.C. 


BRIMPTON  FISHERY 

Mf.  KEAOINO. 

I  am  now  booking  orders  for  Brown 
and  Rainbow  Trout,  of  all  sizes.  My 
large  Fish  are  reared  in  a  screened 
stream,  and  feed  on  my  floating  fish 
food,  thus  producing  wild  and  free-rising 
fish.    Write  for  List — 

P.  GASCOIGNB  FREEMAN. 


TO  DRY  FLY  MEN. 

FLYFLOAT 

(PAT.  PKOV.) 

Secures  a  maximum  of  buoyancy  with  a 
minimum  of  whipping.  One  dressing 
lasts  for  hours.  Much  superior  to  odour- 
less paraffin.  In  neat  bottle  for  the 
pocket,  with  brush  and  directions,  /// 
post  free  from 

J.  CRAIC,  1,  Lindsay  Road,  DUBLIN 


RIGMADEN  FISHERY 

KIRKBY  LONSDALE. 


FOR  SALE 

YEARLING,  2-YEAR-OUD,  and  Older 

RAINBOW  TROUT. 

For  Prices  apply— J.  K.  Robinson,  Rigraaden 
Estate  Office,  Kirkby  LonsdsJe. 


CITY  OF  LONDON 

Piscatorial  Society. 

President  .—Mr.  F.  B.  MILDMAY,  M.P. 

Meeting  at  7.30  p.m.,  Tuesday  in  each  week,  at 
Mason's  Hall  Tavern,  Coleman  Street,  E.C. 
FISHING  WATERS.  —  Colne,  Wiaysbury 
(S.W.R.)  and  Blackwater,  &c.  ;  Bishop's  Wick- 
ham  and  Langford  (G.E.R.)  near  Maldon,  Essex. 
Membership  confers  all  customary  advantages 
of  a  high-class  Angling  Society,  including  access 
to  a  good  library.  Applications  to  Honorary 
Secretary,  as  above. 


THE  RIVER  DEE  FISHERY, 

OORWEN,  NORTH  WALES. 

Water  strictly  preserved  for  half-a-century 
and  the  length  of  bank  is  upwards  of  12  miles 

FOR  ANGLING  ONLY. 

Open  to  Anglers  for  Trout,  Grayling,  &c., 
but  not  Salmon  or  Sea  Trout. 

Season...  £1  10  0  1  Weekly  £0  6  0 
Monthly    1    0    0  I  Day  ...     0    2  0 

For  further  particulars  apply, 

W.  J.  STANSFIBLD,  CoEWEN,  N.  WALES. 


PERSONS 


fVf^fVT  »  1^1?  wishing  to  Buy  anything 
r  nl  V  A  I  r.  or  to  Sell  anything,  or  t) 
t  1\1  I  n  1  Exchange  anything  WITH 
OTHER  PRIVATE  PERSONS, 
en.sih/,<fiiirkly,che(i/>l!/, 
and  to  the  very  best 
advantage,  will  find  no  better  medium  than 
THE  BAZAAR,  EXCHANGE  &  MART  news- 
paper, which  has  been  established  for  this 
purpose  for  40  years,  during  which  time 
millions  of  pounds'  worth  of  property 
has  changed  hands  through  its  instrumentality. 
Everyone  wants  something,  and  Every- 
one has  something  to  sell  that  at  pa-esent  is  of  no 
use  to  him.  A  nylhiug  and  everything,  from 
the  commonest  to  the  most  out-of-way  article, 
can  readily  be  procured  or  disposed  of  on  the 
best  terms  through  this  paper.  It  has  also 
a  mass  of  reading  matter  of  great  interest 
to  all,  men  and  women  alike.  Get  a  copy 
and  see  for  yourself.  To  be  had  at  all 
railway  bookstalls  and  newsagents',  price  2d.  A 
specimen  copy  will  be  sent  for  Id.  stamp 
towards  postage.  Uffice :  Bazaar  Buildings, 
Drury  Lane,  London.  Telegrams :  "  Bazaar, 
London."   Telephone  :  Central  9189. 


FLIES  ON  APPROVAL. 

SETS  OF  FLOATING  FLIES  FOR  SPRING. 

Each  containing  half  dozen  bach  of 
Red  Quill,  Medium  Olive,  CJinger  Quill,  Hares 
Ear,  Wickhams,  Dark  Olive,  Red  Spinner,  Blue 
Quill,   Pale   Watery,    Brown   Badger,  Black 
Gnat,  Greenwells. 

6  DOZEN.  PRICE  12IB. 

CASH    with   order,  but   RETURNED  if 

dissatisfied,  or  if  they  are  not  the  same 
quality  as  those  10,000  Flies  we  tied  and 
which  were  inserted  in  the 

EDITION    DE    LUXE  OF 

Dry  Fly  Entomology  by  F,  M,  Halford,  Esq 

ALSO  SLTS  OF  NEW  NATURE  SERIES. 

G.  HOLLAND  &  SONS, 

3,  Canbury  Gardens,  Kingston-on-Thames. 
NOTE  NEW  ADDRESS. 


RODEL  AND  FINSBAY. 

SOUTH  HARRIS, 

SALMONandSEA 
TROUT  FISHING, 

including  the  well-known  Obbe  Lochs  ;  excellent 
hotel  accommodation.— Apply,  W.  B.  Mackie, 
116,  Hope  Street,  Glasgow, 


TO  TROUT  AND  SALMON 
FISHERS. 

W.  BAYLIS  &  Co. 

Manufacturers, 
SUPPLY  DIRECT  TO  THE  FISHERMAN. 

Greenheart  Fly  Rod,  3-joint,  1  top,  brazed, 
bronzed  universal  fittings,  in  bag,  10, 10^  and 
11  ft.,  5/-  each. 

Greenheart  Fly  Rod,  3-joint,  1  top,  brazed; 
bronzed  universal  fittings,  balance  handle, 
division  bag,  10,  lOi,  and  11  ft.,  7/6. 

Our  "  Favourite"  Greenheart  Fly  Rod, 
3-joint,  2  tops,  double  brazed,  bronzed  uni- 
versal fittings,  cork  grip,  lO,  10*,  and  11  ft., 
10/-  each. 

English  Split-Cane  Fly  Rod,3- joint,  2  tops, 
cork  grip,  bronzed  universal  fittings,  hollow 
landing  handle,  10,  10^,  and  lift.,  21/- each. 

Our  Special  Greenheart  Salmon  Rod, 
3-joint,  2  tops,  univeisal  fittings,  double 
brazed,  cork  grip,  13  ft.,  20/-  ;  14  ft.,  22/-  ; 
15  ft.,  24/-  ;  16  ft.,  30/-  each. 

Best  Floating  Flies,  1/6  per  dozen. 

Our  Special  Trout  Casts,  tapered,  3  yds., 
12/-  per  dozen. 
Send  for  oup  Price  List  Free. 


TO  LET. 

A  WELL-FURNISHED  HOUSE 

(LAPUTA) 

On  the  famous  Eiver  Erne,  half-way 
between  Belleek  and  Ballyshannon,  from 
1st  May  till  end  of  September  or 
portion  of  that  period  if  required. — 
For  further  particulars  apply  to  Capt.  D. 
AucHENLECK,  Laputa,  Ballyshannon. 


A  CLUB,  having  i  miles  of 

TROUT  FISHING 

(both  banks)  in  Hertfordshire,  has 
FOUR  VACANCIES. 

End  of  water  2^  miles  from  railway 
station.  Good  Inn  close  to  water.  Sub- 
scription, £25  ;  Entrance  Pee,  £5. — Apply 
to  F.  0.  PuLLEB,  Youngsbury,  Ware. 
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ten  minutes.  On  April  12,  Mr.  P.  Radcliffe,  one, 
221b.,  in  Railyderrv.  Although  trout  seem  to  rise 
well,  the  efforts  of  the  anglers  have  not  met  with 
much  success. —  T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  These 
rivers  are  getting  in  nice  order  for  fly-fishing,  but 
a  most  bitterly  cold  north-east  wind  has  been 
blowing  since  April  10.  Up  to  this  date  a  few  nice 
trout  were  taken,  both  from  the  Wye  and  higher 
reaches  of  the  Derwent.  Not  many  anglers  have 
been  out  since  the  above  date.  The  weather  is  very 
cold  and  dull,  with  cold  showers  of  rain  and  sleet. 
The  members  of  the  Darleydale  Club  have  only 
taken  a  brace  or  two  with  the  fly.  Those  who  have 
^fished  the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Associa- 
tion's water  (the  higher  portion  of  it),  and  who 
have  the  privilege  of  using  minnow  and  worm,  have 
done  better.  The  fly  man  has  been  at  a  discount — 
so  few  natural  flies  on  the  water,  with  cold  frosty 
nights.  Unless  the  weather  becomes  warmer,  the 
Easter  Holiday  anglers  will  fare  badly.  Useful 
flies :  Blue  Dun,  Cock-winged  Dun,  March  Brown, 
Red  Fly,  and  Claret  Bumble, — Dotterel. 

Wye  (Upper). — On  the  Talwernmaenog  waters, 
on  April  9,  Mr.  C.  Jones  took  81b.  of  fine  trout  in 
two  hours'  fishing,  and  on  April  10,  91b.  Mr.  D. 
Prothero  had  3  Jib.  in  the  Upper  Wye  on  April  11  ; 
and  Mr.  R.  Jones  had  a  nice  lot  in  the  Wye  just 
below  Rhayader.  During  the  week  ended  April  11, 
Mr.  J.  Webb's  total  catch  in  the  Wye  and  Marteg 
was  171b.  On  April  13  Mr.  Webb  took  nineteen 
trout  in  the  Marteg.  Mr.  Pratt,  fishing  in  the 
Upper  Wye,  also  had  eighteen  nice  trout  on 
April  13.  The  Wye  is  now  (April  14)  in  excellent 
order  for  trout-fishing.  Owing  to  the  large  extent 
of  "  open  "  water  in  the  Upper  Wye,  which,  by  the 
courtesy  of  the  riparian  owners,  is  practically  free, 
excellent  sport  may  now  be  obtained  in  that  river. 
—  W.  B.  H. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — These  rivers  and  their  tributary 
streams  are  now  running  very  low  and  clear,  parti- 
cularly in  the  upper  waters.  The  weather  continues 
wretchedly  cold.  Everything  is  backward,  and  the 
hawthorn,  supposed  by  many  anglers  to  be  "fully 
green  "  before  trout  will  rise  freely,  is  only  in  bud, 
and  all  the  taller  trees  up  the  riversides  are  gaunt 
and  black.  It  is  one  of  the  mo  t  backward  seasons 
I  can  remember  during  my  long  experience  as  an 
angler.  Most  of  the  trout  are  black  and  thin,  and 
at  times  the  larger  fish  will  swallow  almost  anything. 
Some  time  ago  I  saw  one,  caught  with  the  minnow, 
that  had  a  half-digested  vole  with  the  hindquarters 
and  tail  sticking  out  of  his  mouth,  and  the  other 
day  a  voracious  fish,  caught  by  Mr.  T.  Chapman,  of 
Hawe.=,  in  the  Yore,  weighing  a  pound  and  a  half, 
had  a  newly-hatched  chicken  in  its  throat.  I  hear 
of  several  good  dishes  up  to  Saturday  being  caught 
in  the  river  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  the  best 
basket  I  have  so  far  heard  of  this  season — one  of 
fifteen  trout — has  been  taken  in  the  lower  part  of 
the  Cover  by  a  visitor  staying  at  the  Cover  Bridge 
Inn ;  but  sport  generally  is  moderate,  and  my 
Richmond  correspondent  says  anglers  fishing  the 
Swale  are  only  catching  a  brace  or  two  of  fish, 
chiefly  with  the  fly.  The  River  Wharfe  has  been  in 
fair  angling  trim,  and  considering  the  bitter  north- 
east wind  sport  has  been  fairly  good.  In  the  upper 
reaches  several  nice  baskets  of  trout  have  been 
got  in  the  Grassington  and  Burnsall  lengths.  At 
Bolton  Woods  a  fair  number  of  anglers  have  been 
seen  out,  and  sport  continues  fairly  good  on 
this  reach.  On  Monday,  I  hear,  one  angler  got 
eight  and  a  half  brace  of  trout  with  the  fly.  One 
or  two  anglers  have  had  nice  sport  at  Ukley.  At 
Otlcy  and  Pool  one  or  two  anglers  have  had  fair 
sport  with  the  fly.  The  Nidd  is  in  fair  trim  and  a 
few  anglers  out,  but  sport  has  only  been  slow.  Best 
flies  at  present  are  Greenwell's  Glory,  Winter 
Brown,  Tinselled  Partridge,  Orange  and  Yellow, 
Snipe  and  Purple,  and  Waterhen  Bloa. — John  E. 

MiLLEB. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Beauly  and  Conou. — The  Beauly  was  in  good 
angling  ply  during  the  whole  of  the  past  week,  but 
results  were  not  up  to  expectations.  Fishing  the 
Home  and  Falls  Beats,  from  their  headquarters  in 
the  Lovat  Arms  Hotel,  Major  Wingfield  and  Mr. 
Vickers,  the  lessees,  had  eighteen  sea-tf  out,  averag- 
ing 1  lb.,  on  April  6  and  7.  Fishing  the  Home 
Beat,  on  April  8,  Major  Wingfield  landed  a  clean- 
run  salmon  scaling  91b.,  as  well  as  several  sea-trout. 
Both  gentlemen  left  for  the  south  on  April  9,  and 
consequently  there  was  no  fishing  during  the  week. 
In  the  tidal  waters  excellent  sea-trout  fishing  con- 
tinues to  be  had  on  the  Moniack  Castle  and  Farlie 
Brae  rods.  Some  sixty  fine  trout,  scaling  from  12oz. 
up  to  2 Jib.,  were  creeled,  the  best  basket  being  one 
of  twenty-two  trout,  weighing  191b.  Very  few 
salmon  are  to  be  seen.  Conon. — On  the  lower  beats 
six  salmon,  weighing  41  lb.,  as  well  as  some  eighteen 
sea-trout,  weighing  171b.,  were  reported.  Below  the 
Stone  Bridge  several  local  anglers,  who  are  granted 
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permission  by  Colonel  Stewart  Mackenzie,  of  Sea- 
forth,'had  several  nice  baskets  of  sea-trout,  but  the 
efforts  of  the  netting  lessees  again  resulted  in  but 
poor  returns  being  obtained. — A.  R, 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.  —  Owing  to  the 
boisterous  weather  angling  is  very  backward  this 
season.  Mr.  Makant,  in  his  stretch  of  the  reserved 
Netherby  water,  landed  a  new- run  salmon  of  171b.  ; 
Mr.  F.  Little  caught  two  nice  fish  weighing  181b. 
and  201b.  respectively,  one  caught  with  fly  and  the 
other  with  minnow.  In  the  Graham  Arms  water 
several  new-run  salmon  have  been  captured.  The 
Rev.  Ivor  Graham  had  one  of  81b.  Fishing  in  the 
lower  reaches,  Mr.  Foster  caught  a  fish  of  161b.  with 
fly.  Mr.  Black  landed  one  of  201b.  in  the  Roost 
Pool  with  minnow.  Few  salmon  are  being  got  in 
the  Solway  in  consequence  of  the  gales.  At  time 
of  writing  only  a  few  sea-trout  have  been  got  in 
the  Firth.  Fishing  below  Longtown  Mr.  Brockbank 
grassed  a  small  salmon  of  111b.  Yellow  trout  are 
not  in  good  condition  yet.  In  Mr.  McLellan's 
reserved  water  at  the  Willow  Pool  a  rod  caught  a 
small  salmon  of  1 1  lb.  Mr.  Ferguson  had  a  small 
new-run  salmon  of  91b.  in  the  Roost  Pool  above 
Metal  Bridge.  Mr.  Carter  landed  a  nice  fish  of  15lb. 
below  Longtown,  and  Mr.  Jas.  Steel  had  one  of 
1 01b.  in  the  mid -reaches  of  the  Esk.  Nothing  has 
been  got  in  the  Liddle  worth  recording.  Since 
writing  the  foregoing  some  yellow  trout  have  been 
caught  in  the  upper  waters  of  the  Liddle.  Mr.  J. 
Johnstone  creeled  three  and  a  half  dozen,  Mr.  R. 
Ferguson  had  two  dozen,  and  Mr.  J.  Armstrong 
three  dozen  all  in  Liddle  water.  Spring  salmon  are 
not  showing  well  in  the  association  water.  Odd 
salmon  are   being  got  in  the   Double  water.— 

GiLNOCKIE. 

Carrou  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.). — This 
river  has  not  been  fished  much  of  late  although 
several  anglers  are  on  the  spot,  but  climatic  con- 
ditions have  been  most  adverse.  Bright,  dry,  ideal 
weather  for  tillers  of  the  ground,  but  -lery  tan- 
talising to  anglers.  Besides  local  anglers,  Mr. 
Dixon,  London,  is  on  the  Gruinards  water  for  Colonel 
Henry  Piatt,  C.B.,  and  Mr.  M.  Stephen,  Balnagown 
Arms  Hotel,  fishes  the  Invercharron  and  Dunie 
waters.  Only  two  or  three  fish  landed  last  week 
— B. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland  (Bonarbridg^e,  N.B.). — 

Sport  with  the  rod  almost  nil  since  last  reported, 
but  the  nettings  are  improving.  Last  week  over 
IjCTct.  of  salmon  were  consigned  to  Billingsgate. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross).— The  season  has  been 
later  in  opening  than  last  year,  owing  to  hard, 
frosty  weather.  There  has  been  a  great  improve- 
ment in  the  conditions  during  the  past  three  or 
four  days,  and  fish  are  rising  freely  in  the  shallows, 
where  some  heavy  catches  have  been  made 
with  fly.  It  is  seldom  that  the  shallows  yield 
much  sport  so  early  in  the  season.  One  satisfactory 
feature  is  that  practically  all  the  fish  captured  so 
far  have  been  with  fly.  The  prospects  of  a  good 
season  are  very  bright.  There  appears  to  be  a 
heavy  stock  of  fish,  and  all  that  is  needed  is  favour- 
able weather  to  ensure  big  catches.  The  best  killing 
files  at  present  are  the  Butcher,  Red  and  Teal,  and 


Wheke  to  Go  to  ri.SH.— Information  wliere  to  go  for  fishing 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  on  the  Continent,  and  in  other  parts  of 
the  world  is  given  in  "  The  Angler's  Diary,"  over  300  pages. 
New  edition  now  ready.  Sent,  post  free,  for  Is.  8d.  in  stamps, 
by  the  Manager,  Fkhtng  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London,  E.C. 


Green  and  Grouse,  though  the  former  fly  has  been 
the  most  luring.  The  loch  continues  to  be  stocked 
with  artificially  hatched  Loch  Le\en  fry,  and 
about  280,000  from  two  to  three  months  old 
have  been  turned  into  the  feeders  of  the  loch 
from  the  association's  hatchery.  The  American 
weed  is  reass  rting  itself  in  certain  parts  of  the 
loch  where  it  had  all  but  died  out,  but  this  will 
not  in  any  way  affect  angling,  while  it  does  not 
appear  to  have  spread  to  new  ground.  The  follow- 
ing were  the  anglers  out  during  the  past  two  or  three 
days : — Mr.  Andrew  Hope,  Port  Glasgow  (two  days), 
thirty-one  trout,  251b.,  and  twenty-one  trout,  191b., 
Mr.  J.  Wilson,  Trinidad,  and  Mr.  G.  T.  Wilson, 
Dollar,  twenty-five  trout,  231b.,  Mr.  T.  Muirhead, 
Glasgow,  fourteen  trout,  11  lb.,  Mr.  W.  Chester, 
Edinburgh  (two  days),  thirteen  trout,  lOlb.,  and 
eleven  trout,  81b.,  Dr.  Henderson,  Glasgow,  seven 
trout,  61b.  A  number  of  other  catches  were  made 
of  four  or  five  trout.  The  opening  competition  will 
be  held  to-day  (April  18),  when  the  Pollokshields 
Club  will  compete. — R.  B.  Laino. 

Loch  Ness  (Doug'las  Hotel).— On  April  7,  Mr, 
R.  M.  Cameron,  one  salmon,  21|lb.  ;  Mr.  James 
McDonald  ,  three,  22|lb.,  20^1b.,  and  19^1b.,  and 
on  April  10,  two  sea-  trout,  21b.  and  2 Jib.— R.  M. 
Camekon. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— On  April  1,  Mr. 
J.  C.  Pipe,  Ipswich,  one  salmon,  171b. ;  Mr.  Carswell, 
Yoker,  one,  201b.  On  April  2,  Mr.  Mitchell,  Lark- 
hall,  one,  21  lb.  ;  Mr.  Hodgson,  Ipswich,  one,  171b. 
On  April  3,  Mr.  J.  C.  Pipe,  two,  131b.  and  181b.  On 
April  6,  Capt.  Belbin,  London,  one,  181b.  On  April  7, 
Mr.  Ashley-Dodd,  Kent,  one,  15ib;  Capt.  Belbin, 
two,  161b.  and  171b.  On  April  9,  Capt.  Belbin,  two, 
1 61b.  and  1 31b.  On  April  1 0,  Capt.  Belbin,  one,  1 81b. 
On  April  13,  Mr.  W.  S.  Millar,  Glasgow,  one,  20lb. ; 
Mr.  F.  Chippendale,  Tunbridge  Wells,  one,  161b. — 
H.  J.  Knight. 

Lyon  (Forting-all  Hotel).— On  April  7,  Mr. 
A.  G.  Campbell,  one  salmon,  161b.  On  April  8, 
Professor  Cash,  Crathes,  one,  151b.  On  April  9,  Mr. 
Philip  Geen,  Richmond,  one,  211b.  ;  Professor  Cash, 
one,  21  lb.  On  April  10,  Peter  Dewar  (keeper), 
fishing  Sir  Donald  Currie's  rod,  one,  191b.  On 
April  11,  Professor  Cash,  one,  151b. — R.  Stewart. 

Oykell,  Oykelbridg'e  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). — On 
March  27,  Mr.  H.  H.  Ward,  Wolverhampton,  fishing 
from  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  landed  a  71b.  salmon 
on  Langwell  Pool,  and  on  the  following  day  the 
same  angler  grassed  an  8-pounder  on  Long  Pool. 
On  April  2,  Mr.  C.  W.  Fosberry,  London,  caught  a 
salmon  weighing  91b.  on  Langwell  Pool.  The  river 
wa^  blank  again  imtil  April  11,  when  Mr.  Fosberry 
landed  a9-pounder  on  Flag  Pool. — B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — Sport  has  improved 
considerably  as  compared  with  the  two  preceding 
weeks.  On  April  6,  Mr.  Mills,  Sutherland  Arms 
Hotel,  landed  a  salmon  weighing  171b.,  and  Mr. 
Ridley  one  of  61b.  On  April  8  Mr.  Mills  caught  an 
8-pounder.  April  9  was  blank,  but  on  April  10 
Mr.  Ridley  landed  a  fine  salmon  weighing  231b., 
and  on  April  11  the  same  angler  caught  another 
good  one  which  weighed  21  lb.  The  weight  of  fiah 
landed  during  the  week  averaged  exactly  151b.  each. 
Weather  very  pleasant  now,  and  the  river  still  holds 
a  fair  volume  of  water. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — Sport  has  been  below  the 
average  on  all  the  rivers  since  last  week's  report. 
With  prevailing  cold  east  winds,  Easter  holiday 
visitors  will  probably  fare  badly  should  these  con- 
ditions continue  over  this  week-end.  The  waters 
are  in  fair  order,  but  trout  are  not  rising  except  for 
an  hour  or  so  during  the  middle  part  of  the  day. 
The  nights  and  early  mornings  are  very  cold,  with 
frost  occasionally.  The  .Annan. — Very  little  has 
been  done  since  last  week's  report.  The  lower 
reaches  contain  a  number  of  salmon,  and  they 
appear  to  feed  on  the  March  Brown  fly.  Probably 
most  of  them  are  kelt  salmon  on  their  way  back 
to  the  sea,  and,  of  course,  they  are  unseasonable 
fish.  Two  or  three  have  been  landed  in  the  middle 
reaches  by  trout  fishers,  and  they  were  carefully 
returned  to  the  river  uninjured.  The  clear-water 
worm  has  accounted  for  some  nice  baskets  of  vellow 
trout  in  the  Wamphray  and  Nethercleugh  portions. 
One  angler  had  a  catch  of  between  101b.  and  11  lb. 
with  the  red  worm  on  Stewart  tackle.  Odd  yellow 
trout  have  fallen  to  the  fly,  though  the  weather 
is  most  unfavourable.  Very  few  sea-trout  are 
running  in  the  firth,  and  not  one  has  been  landed 
in  any  of  the  rivers.  Last  j-ear  the  sea-trout  were 
migrating  in  fair  numbers  at  Easter.  The  Duji- 
fbies  Nith  and  Tbibut ABIES. — A  number  of  rods 
have  been  out,  but  little  is  doing  at  present.  A 
few  rods  had  from  six  to  ten  yellow  trout  on  the 
higher  Cairn  on  April  11.  In  the  portion  below 
Thornhill  and  belonging  to  the  Mid-Nithsdale 
Association  little  or  nothing  has  been  done  for  over 
a  fortnight,  and  similar  reports  come  from  the 
Upper  Nithsdale  Association  waters  at  Sanquhar. 
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12/3,  14/-,  15/9,  17/6,  19/3,  &c. 

SUIT  LENGTHS 

"  Homespun  " 


Variety  of  Shades ;  Pure  Wool ;  unexcelled  for  Style  and  Hard  Wear. 


Fop  angling,  SHOOTING,  and  GOLFING 
SUITS  and  COSTUMES  any  of  the  cloths 
can  now  be  supplied  EXTRA  SHRUNK  and 
RAINPROOFED  at  a   small   extra  eharg-e. 

When  treated  by  this  process  (which  renders  them  rain  but  not  air 
proof,  and   ENTIRELY  OBVIATES    SHRINKING)  the 

Bantry  Tweeds  form  ideal  materials  for  these  purposes  as  well  as 
for  General  wear. 

Patterns  free  from  THOMAS  COPITHORNE,  Bantry,  Ireland. 


4  Leading  Specialities  for 
the  Season. 


GREGSON'S  PATENT  SPRING  CLASP,  for  fishing  rod  joints, 
will  save  you  endless  trouble  and  anxiety.  By  the  use  of  these  clasps 
the  joints  cannot  turn,  the  rings  are  always  in  a  straight  line,  and  the 
joints  cannot  come  out.  Simple  to  fit.  1/m  per  set,  post  free,  or  send 
us  your  rod  with  postal  order,  value  1/6,  and  we  will  fit  the  clasps  and 
return  by  next  post. 

GREGSON'S  2- PIECE  TAKE-DOWN  NET  STAFF,  with  the 

patent  clasp,  is  ahead  of  all  others ;  well  finished,  and  only  occupies  half 
the  room  of  others.    4-/6,  post  free. 

GREGSON'S  COLLAPSIBLE  LANDING  NET,  the  best  and  only  net 
of  this  description  on  the  market.    12/6  complete.    Salmon  size,  17 /6m 

THE  GREGSON  BAG,  suitable  for  anglers,  shooters,  cyclists,  tourists,  and 
all  sportsmen,  post  free,  2/ - 


GREGSON  &  CO.,  Pishing  Taclcle  Maimers, 

JSX^  ACKBURKT.  Tel.  0828. 


THE  NEW  CORRUGATED 

BOTTOM   GALVANIZED  STEEL  PUNT 

(Recommended  toy  "John  Bickerdyke.") 

A  CHILD  CAN 
PUNT  IT. 

It  never  leaks ;  never  gets 
water-log-ged. 


Do  not  purchase  an  obsolete 
wooden  punt. 


Size  of  Steel  Punt, 
13  ft.  6  in.  X  4  ft.  6  in. 

Price    JST  XOs. 

I    b  r\ W  T      WW  MkL/riAV I Wl  j  the  Itoyal Family, 

M'ew^X>oi^t,  Isle  of  mriglit. 


Trout  Fishing 

FORTY  MINUTES  FROM  LONDON. 

ONE  OR  TWO  RODS  TO  LET. 

SEVEN  MILES  OF  STREAM,  PERHAPS  AS 
WELL  STOCKED  AS  ANY  IN  ENGLAND. 

ALL  FISHABLE. 

TROUT  AVERAGE  NEARLY  ONE  POUND. 

Comfortable  Quarters  close  to  water. 
For  particulars  apply  to  "  MANAGER," 
ICKLEFORD   FISHERY,  HITCHIN,  HERTS. 


BEWARE 


of  People  assuming:  and  trading:  in  the  name 
of  Ogrden.  A^OIO  disappointment  by 
deaiing   at   the  oid-estabiished  shop. 


JAMES  OGDEN 


Durham  Ranger 


PRACTICAL  ANGLER,  AND  MANUFACTURER  OF 
EVERY  DESCRIPTION  OF  FISHING  TACKLE. 


Jock  Sean 


Maker  of  High-class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  Rods. 

The  Best  and  most  Artistic  Fly  Dressers  known  are  in  the  employ  of  JAMES  OQDEN. 

Jas.  Ogden's"Multuni  in  ParYo"  Fly  Rod,  21/- 

A  BETTER  FLY  ROD  IS  BEYOND  THE  ART  OF  ROD  MAKING.   SENT  ON  APPROVAL  FOR  INSPECTION. 

IMPORTANT  CAUTION. 

The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  Fishing  Tackle  Business 

Telephone  27Y5.  in   Cheltenham,  Telegrams:  "James  Ogden." 
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The  Galloway  Rivers  are  pretty  low  and  clear, 
and  a  gush  of  fresh  water  would  help  rod  fishing. 
Good  Friday  prospects  are  most  unpromising  at  the 
time  of  writing.  The  Ayrshire  Rivers  and  Lochs. 
— The  weather  is  too  wintry  for  loch  fishing  this 
week.  Several  rods  have  been  trying  Loch  Doon  with 
indifferent  success.  A  spell  of  fine,  warm  weather 
and  south  breezes  are  wanted  to  bring  up  a  hatch 
of  fly.  Loch  trout  are  in  a  forward  condition. 
Nothing  is  doing  on  the  rivers  in  this  district. 
— Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire).— Owing  to  the  recent  rain- 
falls the  river  is  not  yet  in  the  condition  one  would 
wish  for  for  successful  angling.  On  the  stretch  of 
twelve  miles  from  Ballindalloch  up  to  Greentarder 
only  three  or  four  salmon  fell  to  the  rods  of  as  many 
anglers  during  the  week.  From  the  Knockando 
House  water,  on  April  14,  Mr.  J.  Shand,  game- 
keeper, landed  a  salmon  of  7^1b.  ;  from  the  Carron 
House  water,  Mr.  James  Grant,  fisherman,  one 
of  81b.  ;  and  on  April  14,  three  salmon  scaling 
51b.,  61b.  and  GJlb.,  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr. 
R.  Smith ;  while  from  the  Laggan  House 
water  (Colonel  S.  Grant's)  Mr.  H.  Gumming,  fisher- 
man, landed  two  of  51b.  and  61b.  Captain  Moon, 
Lynburn  House,  fishing  the  Wester  Elchies 
water,  on  April  8,  killed  a  salmon  of  1 71b ; 
and  on  the  Arndilly  water,  on  the  same  day, 
Mr.  Menzies  killed  one  of  71b.  ;  and  on  the 
Aikenway  water,  also  on  April  8,  Mr.  John  Dallas, 
fisherman,  one  ,of  61b.  On  the  Aikenway  House 
portion  of  the  ArndUly  water,  on  April  13,  Mr.  Corbet 
had  a  salmon  of  61b.  ;  and  from  the  Delfur  water, 
on  April  14,  Mr.  Baillie  landed  four  salmon. — J.M. 

Tay. — The  river  Tay  has  been  in  good  ply  during 
the  greater,  part  of  the  past  week,  and  excellent 
sport  obtained  on  most  of  the  principal  beats.  On 
the  middle  reaches  Mr.  Graeme  Whitelaw  killed 
seven  fish,  231b.,  21  lb.;  181b.,  181b.,  181b.,  I81b., 
171b.;  Mrs.  Whitelaw,  two,  171b.,  151b.;  Malcolm 
Ramsay,  four,  191b.,  171b.,  161b.,  141b  ,  and  the 
boatmen  one,  181b.,  on  Murthly  and  Delvine  water. 
Mr.  A.  H.  B.  Constable  had  two  fish,  191b., 
and  Dr.  Forster  one,  121b.,  on  Stanley  water, 
while  Mr.  William  Maxwell  landed  three  of  301b., 
191b.,  and  131b.  on  Stanley,  and  two  of  2  lib.  and 
151b.  on  LTpper  Scone;  Mr.  Wodehouse  caught 
one  fish  of  61b.  on  Catchholes,  Mr.  P.  M. 
Coats  one  fish  weighing  181b.  on  Redgorton, 
and  Mrs.  Burt  Marshall's  boatman,  two,  211b., 
21  lb.,  on  Luncarty  beat.  On  the  upper  reaches 
the  keeper  had  four  fish,  301b.,  241b.,  221b.,  151b., 
on  GrandtuUy  Castle  water ;  Mr.  H.  W.  Johnston, 
two,  231b.,  141b.,  at  Edradynate  ;  Captain  Steuart, 
one,  161b.,  on  Ballechin;'  Mr;  Jas.  Couran,  two, 
171b.,  141b.,  at  Kinnaird  ;  and  Mr.  A.  Rae,  one  fish, 
21  lb.  on  the  Logierait  Hotel  water,  Ballinling. — 
A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 

The  Border  rivers,  since  my  last  report,  have  all 
been  running  in  excellent  ply  for  trout  fishing, 
but  not  at  all  in  favour  of  the  salmon  angler, 
being  very  low  and  clear,  with  scarcely  a  breath 
of  air  to  stir  the  pools,  while  the  streams,  too, 
were  not  to  the  taste  of  the  disciple  of  Old 
Izaak  in  the  way  of  salmon  taking.  Some  few 
takes  have,  however,  been  made  in  some  of  the 
waters,  but  salmon  fishing  until  we  get  a  flood  is 
very  much  out  of  the  question  as  a  general  rule. 
The  results  up  to  the  present  are  therefore  disappoint- 
ing, especially  on  the  middle  reaches  of  the  main 
river — the  Tweed — where  comparatively  few  spring 
fish  have  of  late  been  killed.  .The  lower  waters 
are  now  getting  into  better  order,  and  some  fish 
have  been  killed  in  them.  Trout  fishing  is  also 
improving  with  the  warm  weather,  and  these  fish 
are  certainly  improving  in  condition.  On  the 
Ednam  House  water,  on  Saturday,  Mr.  James  Tait, 
Edenside,  Kelso,  killed  a  brace  of  spring  salmon, 
their  weight -s  being  61b.  and  71b.  respectively,  and 
on  AprU  13  he  had  again  one  of  91b.,  and  on 
April  14  he  had  one  salmon  of  6  Jib.  on 
the  Carham  water.  Captain  and  Mrs.  Sheriff 
have  killed  some  three  or  four  salmon,  but  the 
weights  were  not  obtainable.  Three  or  four  fish 
have  also  been  got  on  Hendersyde  and  Sprouston 
water,  and  on  the  Birgham  water  Mr.  C.  Currie  had 
a  61b.  salmon,  while  Sir  Ralph  Hare^had  one  salmon 
on  April  7.  On  the  Simlaws  water  of  the  Teviot,  on 
April  8,  Mr.  James  Steel,  fishmonger,  Kelso,  had  a 
fine  spring  salmon  of  81b. ;  on  the  same  water,  Mr. 
James  Affleck,  Heiton,  had  141b.  of  trout  the  same 
day,  and  the  day  previous  Mr.  James  Kerse,  the 
gamekeeper,  had  101b.  of  trout  with  fly.  On  the 
Teviot,  on  April  9,  Mr.  James  Blake,  ironmonger,-- 
Kelso,  had  a  fine  spring  salmon  of  6lb.,  making  his 
sixth  fish  from  this  river  during  the  season. 
On  the  Tweed,  on  April  11,  Mr.  Richard  Ormiston 
had  one  of  151b.,  and  on  the  13th  Mr.  A,  Cameron, 
merchant,  Kelso,  had  a  brace  of  41b.  and  81b. 
respectively.  On  the  Wark.  North  water,  Mr.  J. 
Park,  on  March  18,  killed  four  salmon,  weighing 
131b.,  131b.,  131b.,  and  51b,  while  on  the  21st  he 


had  another  salmon  weighing  61b.  Dr.  Allison, 
Kettering,  on  the  Birgham  water  (the  Earl  of 
Home's)  on  April  6,  caught  eighteen  beautiful  trout 
and  three  grayling,  the  whole  lot  turning  the  scale 
at  121b.,  and  on  April  8  he  had  again  a  basket  of 
trout  weighing  61b.  on  the  same  water.  Mr.  Henry 
Kaynes  Erskine  on  the  same  water  on  April  11,  with 
worm,  had  a  basket  of  nineteen  trout  on  the  Leet, 
weighing  71b.,  and  on  April  13  had  five  trout 
of  as  many  pounds.  Mr.  James  Easton,  on  Twizell 
water,  killed  51b.  of  trout  on  April  10,  and  Mr. 
James  Aikman,  on  Tweed  Green,  had  five  trout  of 
61b.  on  April  10.  On  the  Teviot  and  Tweed  trout 
fishing  is  in  full  swing,  and  some  excellent  baskets 
have  been  got.  On  the  former  river  Mr.  Jas.  Reid, 
Kelso,  had  41b.  with  fly,  and  Mr.  Alexander  Pringle, 
with  the  same  line,  had  5Jlb.  On  the  Teviot  baskets 
of  from  31b.  to  51b.  have  also  been  killed,  all  with 
fly,  and  anglers  are  out  in  abundance  every  day,  the 
weather  being  fine  for  the  sport.  On  the  Gala  and 
its  tributarie  ;  many  excellent  baskets  of  trout  have 
also  been  got  with  fly,  some  of  the  trout  weighing  1  lb 
each.  The  Tweed  net  salmon  fishing  still  continues 
poor,  despite  the  fact  that  the  river  is  now  greatly 
reduced  in  size,  which  ought  to  have  increased  the 
takes ;  but  such  is  not  the  case,  and  takes  are  small 
and  even  scarce  for  the  time  of  year.  Prices  are 
still  high: — salmon,  3s.  per  pound;  trout,  2s.  lOd. 
per  potmd. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  and  Tributaries.  —  Bright  sunshine 
during  the  day  and  frost  at  night  were  experienced 
over  north-east  Ulster  during  the  week,  and  all  the 
rivers  that  discharge  into  Lough  Neagh  continued 
being  reduced,  but  there  was  enough  water 
running  for  the  fly  to  be  used,  and  baskets 
of  trout  were  made  on  the  Maine,  Blaokwater, 
Ballinderry,  Moyola,  and  the  lesser  tributaries. 
The  Bann  continues  shrinking,  but  is  yet 
running  at  winter  level ;  however,  trout  are  taking 
the  few  natural  flies  which  are  appearing  on  the 
surface  of  the  eddies  near  the  banks.  A  small  run 
of  salmon  is  ascending  from  the  sea,  but  they  are 
scarce,  only  three  having  yet  been  caught  in 
the  cribs  at  Coleraine.  Should  no  flood  occur 
the  main  river  will  continue  being  reduced,  and 
there  should  be  some  sport  obtained  during 
the  coming  week  on  the  shallows  atPortglenone  and 
Kilrea.  Pike,  for  which  there  is  no  close  time  in  the 
north  of  Ireland,  are  taking  the  spoon  and  minnow, 
one  of  15lb.,  and  others  of  lesser  weights,  having 
recently  been  caught  by  Mr.  Wm.  Mclntyre  on  the 
shallows  at  Portglenone. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  small  rivers  have 
run  down  greatly  and  the  larger  ones  are  on  the  low 
side  for  fly  fishing.  Fishing  Straid  Dam,  the  latest 
acquisition  of  the  Belfast  Anglers'  Association, 
Messrs.  R.  M.  Patterson  and  Armstrong  killed 
thirty  trout.  The  Ulster  Anglers'  Association  will 
hold  the  annual  trout-fishing  competition  for  the 
Hunter  Cup  on  the  Maine,  at  CuUybackey,  on 
Easter  Tuesday. — J.  A.  B. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal). — Mr.  W.  F.  Beart 
landed  five  spring  salmon  during  the  past  week, 
ranging  in  weight  from  91b.  to  141b.  Mr.  P.  K. 
landed  one  salmon  of  1 31b  The  river  continues  in 
order  and  is  well  stocked  with  salmon. — M.  Rogan 
AND  Sons. 

Ernei(Ballysliannon,  and  Belleek). — A  number 
of  fine  trout  ranging  in  j weight  from  -fib  to  2 Jib. 
was  caught  on  the  Erne  during  the  past  week  by 
Mr.  V.  Gregory,  D.T.,  Captain  Auchenleck,  the 
Lieutenants  Crawfords,  Lieutenant  Scott,  and 
others.  The  river  is  now  in  grand  order  and  sport 
good. — M.  RoGAi^  AND  Sons. 

Longh  Currane,  etc. CWaterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
The  weather  has  been  against  angling  since  last 
report.  On  April  6  Dr.  Hallteen  had  one  salmon, 
12|lb.  ;  Tom  Sullivan,  one,  7Jlb.,  and  Patrick 
M.  Currane,  one,  13ilb. ;  April  7,  Con  Currane, 
one,  lOJlb.  ;  John  J.  Sullivan,  one,  SJlb. ;  April  10, 
M.  Kelly,  two,  10|lb.  and  9|lb.  At  time  of 
writing,  prospects  are  improved,  as  a  big  number 
of  salmon  have  arrived  in  the  lake. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Melvin. — Mr.  H.  H.  Walker  landed  four 
spring  salmon  On  April  6  and  9  of  9Jlb.,  8ilb.,  8i\h. 
and  lOJlb.  ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Troup  landed  one  salmon, 
II  lb.,  on  April  7;  Mr.  P.  Mulhern  one  salmon 
of  131b.  on  April  10,  and  Mr.  Henry  one 
salmon,  91b.  On  April  11,  Major  Hamilton 
landed  two  trout  of  8Jlb.  and  4|lb.  ;  and  Mr.  W. 
F.  Beart  landed  one  salmon,  161b.,  on  same  day. 
Sport  is  now  first  rate  on  the  lake,  both  witli  salmon 
and  trout. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 


Mourne    (Newtownstewart,    co.   Tyrone). — 

The  Mourne  and  its  tributaries  are  in  first-class 
order  for  fly  fishing,  and  since  last  report  some  good 
catches  have  been  made  by  the  anglers  stopping  at 
the  Abercorn  Hotel,  Jsewtownstewart,  and  by  local 
men. — .J.  A.  B. 

Bloy  (Ballina,  CO.  Mayo). — Water  in  pood  order 
and  a  good  number  of  fish  in  the  pools.  South 
winds.  Mr.  Garvey's  man  got  a  nice  fish  of  101b. 
on  April  9,  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson  landed  a  few  kelts. 
On  April  12  a  fish  of  121b.  was  got  on  the  upper 
reaches.  Lough  Conn  fished  fairly  well,  a  good 
number  of  trout  being  got  on  the  fly.  A  few  salmon 
were  got  at  the  Bridge  of  Pontoon,  and  a  good 
number  of  pike  on  the  minnow. — John  Devers. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — Weather  very  vari- 
able— sunshine,  rain,  and  hail  succeeding  each 
other.  Water  in  good  order.  OnNewgarden,  Major 
Breeks  killed  three  salmon,  32 Jib.,  2 4 Jib.,  and  231b. 
On  Hermitage,  Lord  Massy,  four  salmon,  211b., 
231b.,  31Jlb.,  and  32l\h.  On  Woodlands,  Capt.  E.  B. 
Place,  one  salmon,  37Jlb.  On  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham's 
Castle  Fishery,  Mr.  C.  L.  Brook,  one  salmon,  25Jlb. 
On  Summerhill,  Mr.  C.  L.  Brook,  one  salmon,  20|lb. 
On  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham  s  Worldsend  Fishery,  Mr.  C. 
L.  Brook,  one  salmon,  25Jlb. — John  Enright  and 
Son. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Plymouth. — The  weather  is  still  too  unsettled 
for  much  fishing,  although  some  are  at  it  nearly 
every  day.  We  are  in  hopes  of  having  some  fine 
weather  for  the  holidays,  or  there  will  be  sad  dis- 
appointment. The  large  pollack  are  to  be  had,  but 
you  have  to  go  a  long  way  out  for  them.  I  have 
just  heard  of  a  nice  take  of  some  dozens,  but  they 
were  taken  some  miles  outside  the  Eddystone,  at  a 
spot  known  to  a  few  fishermen  where  there  are 
some  sunken  rocks.  The  fish  run  large  out  there,  from 
121b.  to  201b.,  and  they  show  some  good  sport. 
The  mullet  have  come  on  the  feed  again  in  the 
Docks  of  the  G.W.R.  at  Millbay,  and  are  giving 
good  accounts  of  themselves.  'They  are  running 
large  so  that  strong  tackle  is  necessary,  but  it 
should  be,  nevertheless,  fine,  as  they  are  very  par- 
ticular feeders.  The  mackerel  have  not  shown  up 
near  the  shore  yet,  but  they  may  be  looked  for  at 
any  time  ;  those  that  have  been  caught  to  the  west- 
ward are  in  prime  condition.  They  offer  good  sport 
by  whifling  for  them  when  they  arrive,  and  several 
dozens  per  boat  is  the  average. — William  Hearder 
(B.S.A.S.). 


"  Wet-Fly  Fishing,  Treated  Methodically,"  by  E.  M. 

Tod.  New  Edition.  Illustrated.  "  Written  by  a  fisherman  who 
has  practised  the  art  with  phenomenal  success." — Scottish  Field. 
Can  be  had,  post  free,  for  6s.  id.  by  sending  crossed  cheque  or 
postal  order  to  the  Manager,  FISHINO  Qazbtte,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.C. 


Jlssociafions,  etc. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post, 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 
Notwithstanding  the  cold  weather  some  of  our 
members  have  been  having  fairly  good  sport  fly 
fishing  at  Farnliam,  in  the  society's  trout  water. 
Most  of  the  fish  taken  were  under  the  society's 
limit,  and  had  to  be  returned.  The  best  brace 
weighed  lib.  2ioz.  and  lib.  44oz.  The  female 
March  Brown  appears  to  be  the  killing  fly.  Several 
larger  fish  were  seen,  but  would  not  be  tempted  to 
take  the  artificial.  Like  myself,  they  are  waiting  for 
warmer  weather  and  a  better  hatch  of  fly  before 
taking  any  risks. — Hon.  Reporter. 

Lychnobite  Angling  Society 
The  annual  general  meeting  was  held  on  Saturday 
last  at  the  Falcon  Tavern,  Gough-square,  E.C,  the 
president  (Mr.  A.  C.  Cannell)  in  the  chair.  The 
report  and  balance-sheet  were  accepted  as  read, 
and  the  whole  of  the  officers  were  re-elected  en  bloc. 
A  slight  alteration  was  made  in  Rule  3,  this  now 
reading :  "  Hon.  members.  Is.  entrance  fee  and 
minimum  annual  subscription  2s.  6d."  Handsome 
prizes  were  received  from  .Messrs.  Pride  and  Wallis. 
On  the  suggestion  of  Councillor  Wilkes,  seconded 
by  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard,  the  committee  were  thanked 
for  their  services.  The  fourteenth  annual  dinner 
will  take  place  at  the  Horse  Shoe,  Tottenham- 
court-road,  on  Saturday,  May  2,  Councillor  G.  T. 
Wilkes  in  the  chair.  Tickets  (4s.  each)  can  be 
obtained  at  headquarters,  or  from  W.  Povev  at  21, 
Cardwell-road,  Tufnell  Park,  N. — Hon.  Sec^ 

North  Berwick  Angling  CLtrs. 
The  North  Berwick  Angling  Club  held  their  first 
competition  on  the  River  Leader  on  April  9.  The 
weather  was  extremely  cold  and  most  unfavourable. 
Eight  members  competed,  and  captured  ninety-six 
trout,  which  ran  rather  small.  The  follow  ing  were 
prize-winners  :  Charles  Kellie,  D.  W.  Fleming,  and 
Provost  Macintyre.  Thos.  G.  Robb,  fishing  the 
same  day  on  a  lake  near  Edinburgh,  had  twelve 
nice  trout.  The  day  was  very  rough,  with  rain  and 
snow  on  the  hUls. — March  Brown. 


314 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


April  18,  1908 


Jottings  by  the  Way. 


"  Home  for  the  Holidays." 

The  prospects  for  successful  trout  fishing  during 
the  holidays  are  not  particularly  bright,  but  it  all 
depends  upon  the  weather.  A  little  more  sunshine 
and  a  little  less  cold  wind  vvould  be  acceptable. 
However,  a  glance  at  our  last  week's  "  Railway 
Announcements "  should  satisfy  even  the  most 
feistidious  in  the  selection  of  a  holiday  resort. 


"  Whale  is  Cheap  To-day." 

The  "Amateur  Angler"  writes  with  regard  to 
the  above  heading: — "So  you  said  last  week. 
It  must  have  been  cheaper  when  this  giant  went 
a-fishing !  " 

He  then  follows  with  an  extract —  Mock  romance 
1653  (the  year  of  first  publication  of  "  Compleat 
Angler  ") : — 

"  This  day  (a  day  as  fair  as  heart  could  wish) 
This  giant  stood  on  shore  of  sea  to  fish  ; 
For  angling  rod  he  took  a  sturdy  oak ; 
For  line  a  cable  that  in  storm  ne'er  broke ; 
His  hook  was  such  as  heads  the  end  of  pole, 
To  pluck  down  house  ere  fire  consumes  the 
whole ; 

His  hook  was  baited  with  a  dragon's  tail, 
And  then  on  rock  he  stood  to  hob  for  whale  ; 
When  straight  he   caught,  and  nimbly  home 
did  pack. 

With  ten  cart-load  of  dinner  on  his  back/" 


The  Learned  Pike. 

Fbom  the  very  earliest  ages,  man,  the  hunter,  has 
pressed  the  lower  animals  into  his  service.  He  has 
made  the  hawk  catch  birds  for  him  in  the  air,  the 
hound  catch  foxe^  on  the  earth,  and  sends  the 
ferret  down  below  the  earth  in  search  of  rats  and 
rabbits.  Now  Herr  Rossow,  of  Corswandt,  near 
Ahlbeck,  has  succeeded,  after  long  years  of  patient 
training,  in  teaching  a  tame  pike  of  61b.  weight  to 
catch  fish  and  bring  them  to  him. 

*  *  *  * 

A  correspondent  of  the  Deutsche  Angler- Zeitung, 
who  paid  Mr.  Rossow  a  visit  for  the  purpose, 
describes  how  the  thing  is  done.  A  large  india- 
rubber  ring  was  passed  over  the  pike's  head  and 
allowed  to  tighten  behind  his  gills  in  such  a  way  as 
to  prevent  him  from  swallowing  his  booty,  just  as  a 
muzzle  is  placed  on  the  ferret.  To  this  ring  the  end 
of  a  line  was  attached  to  enable  Herr  Rossow  to 
bring  the  pike  back  to  the  boat  after  he  had 
"killed."  On  arriving  at  a  suitable  spot,  the  pike 
was  dropped  overboard,  and  allowed  to  take  line 
from  the  reel  as  he  required  it.  In  a  few  minutes 
he  rose  to  the  surface  near  the  boat  with  a  fib. 
perch  in  his  mouth  ! 

*  *  *  * 

So  far  so  good.  "  But  worse  remains  behind." 
Herr  Rossow  now  opened  a  book  containing  life 
like  coloured  pictures  of  various  kinds  of  fish,  held 
it  up  in  view  of  the  pike,  and  pointing  to  a  picture 
of  a  tench,  again  dropped  the  pike  overboard. 
Soon  after  the  pike  returned  with  a  splendid  tench 
between  its  jaws.  The  correspondent  of  the  Angler- 
Zeitung  admits  this  to  be  "almost  incredible."  Why 
"  almost,"  dear  sir  ?    Why  "  almost  "  ? 


More  about  Pike. 

The  boldness  of  a  pike  is  very  extraordinary.  I 
have  seen  one  follow  a  bait  within  a  foot  of  the 
spot  where  I  have  been  standing  ;  and  the  head 
keeper  of  Richmond  Park  assured  me  that  he  was 
once  washing  his  hand  at  the  side  of  a  boat  in  the 
great  pond  in  that  park  when  a  pike  made  a  dart 
at  it,  and  he  had  but  just  time  to  withdraw  it.  A 
gentleman  now  residing  at  Weybridge,  in  Surrey, 
informed  me  that,  walking  one  day  by  the  side  of  the 
River  Wey,  near  that  town,  he  saw  a  large  pike  in 
a  shallow  creek.  He  immediately  pulled  off  his 
coat,  tucked  up  his  shirt  sleeves,  and  went  into  the 
water  to  intercept  the  return  of  the  fish  to  the  river, 
and  to  endeavour  to  throw  it  upon  the  bank  by 
getting  his  hands  imder  it.  During  this  attempt, 
the  pike,  finding  he  could  not  make  his  escape, 
seized  one  of  the  arms  of  the  gentleman,  and 
lacerated  it  so  much  that  the  wound  is  still  very 
visible. 

*  *  *  * 

A  friend  of  mine  caught  a  pike  a  few  minutes 
after  breaking  his  tackle,  and  found  it  in  the 
pike,  a  part  of  the  gimp  hanging  out  of  his  moutli. 
He  also  caught  another,  in  high  condition,  with  a 
piece  of  strong  twisted  wire  projecting  from  its  side. 
On  opening  it  a  double  eel-hook  was  found  at  the 
end  of  the  wire,  much  corroded.  This  may  account 
for  so  few  pike  being  found  dead  after  they  have 
broken  away  with  a  gorge-hook  in  them.  An  account 
will  be  found  in  "  Salmonia "  of  a  pike  taking  a 
bait  with  a  set  of  hooks  in  his  mouth,  which  he  had 


just  before  broken  from  a  line.— Jesse's  Gleanings 
in  Natural  History,  1832. 


Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 

The  Original  Clerkenwell  Piscatorial  Society  had 
a  very  successful  "  visit "  on  Tuesday  evening, 
April  7,  on  the  A.  A.  Visiting  List.  All  the  artistes 
were  in  excellent  form,  and  included  Messrs.  Tom 
Lestern,  J.  Booth,  T.  Phillips,  J.  Daring,  Benny, 
and  a  host  of  others,  and  the  best  thanks  of  the 
meeting  was  accorded  them.  Mr.  A.  Harvey  was 
an  able  accompanist.  The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr. 
G.  Hunt  ("Mike")  in  his  own  inimitable  way,  and 
twenty-one  societies  were  represented.  During  the 
evening  the  sum  of  £1  2;.  was  dropped  into  the 
A.B.S.  box.  Mr.  Woods,  Mr.  Nunn  (and  others 
second  to  none)  materially  assisted  in  making  a 
record  concert. 


A  Thames  Trout. 

Me.  H.  Warren,  a  member  of  the  T.A.P.S. 
committee,  writes: — "I  killed  my  fir>t  Thames 
trout  o  f  the  season  on  Saturday  last,  April  11 ,  at 
Weybridge  Weir,  spinning  witli  one  of  Foster's 
Devon  minnous."  Mr.  Warren  does  not  say  what 
the  trout  weighed. 


THE  PEACEFUL  ANGLER. 
Published,  July  31,  1819,  by  .J.  Wheble  and  J.  Pittmaii, 
23,  Warwick-sciuare,  London. 
{From  the  "  Sporting  Magazine,"  1819.) 


Walton  and  Cotton  Angling  Association. 

Tece  annual  supper  was  held  at  the  now  head- 
quarters, Pembury  Tavern,  90,  Amhurst-road, 
Hackney,  N.E.,  on  April  9,  Mr.  F.  E.  Symonds  in 
the  chair,  Mr.  F.  A.  Hodgkinson  in  the  vice-chair. 
A  numerous  company  of  members  and  friends  par- 
took of  an  excellent  repast,  provided  by  our 
esteemed  host  and  member,  Mr.  Frank  Cross,  and 
listened  to  a  very  enjoyable  entertainment  by 
Messrs.  Owen  Way,  Harry  Green,  Gus  Dallon,  Fred 
Read,  Edgar  Favelle  and  W.  Devey.  The  chairman 
congratulated  the  association  on  the  progress  made 
since  their  removal  to  the  Pemhury,  remarking  that 
the  change  had  been  fully  justified  by  the  result. 
Amongst  the  prizes  distributed,  the  chairman  drew 
attention  to  a  chub  of  41b.  7oz.  and  a  jack  of 
91b.,  taken  by  Mr.  Childs  from  the  Lea  ;  also  a  fine 
bass  of  12|lb.,  taken  at  Eastbourne  from  the  beach 
by  Mr.  Cuddon. 

Mr.  F.  Moore,  in  proposing  the  toast  of  "The 
'V^isitors,"  remarked  that  the  association  was 
probably  the  oldest  in  England,  having  records 
showing  that  in  1836  they  had  a  considerable  mem- 
bership, proving  that  in  all  probability  the  associa- 
tion was  established  many  years  prior  to  that 
year.  Mr.  Moore  expressed  a  wish  that  the  point 
miiiht  be  cleared  up.  I  have  known  the  Walton 
and  Cotton  Angling  Association  since  1888,  and  am 
sorry  I  caimot  go  back  to  1836.  I  do  know  this — 
that  it  is  one  of  the  oldest  if  not  the  oldest  club  in 
England.    I  was  invited  to  take  the  chair  at  this 


"good  old  annual,"  but  was  unable  to  be  present. 
The  old  headquarters  was  the  Crown  and  Woolpack, 
St.  John-street,  Clerkenwell,  and  many  a  pleasant 
night  have  I  spent  with  these  ancient  warriors — I 
mean  piscators.  Mr.  Matt  Cuddon,  the  genial  hon. 
sec,  has  promised  to  take  me  down  to  Eastboiyne 
so  that  I  may  capture  a  bigger  bass  than  his  plump 
1 2  J^^pounder. 


How  they  "  Net "  in  America. 

An  American  friend  has  read  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  "  How  we  Netted  the  Serpentine,"  and 
sends  the  following  cuttings  :  — 

"  Smith  Bros.,  it  is  claimed,  broke  all  local 
previous  records  at  Waukegan  by  making  one  haul 
of  73001b.  of  fish  from  the  lake.  The  previous 
largest  one  haul  on  record  there  was  65501b.,  made 
two  years  ago.  The  new  record  catch,  as  U  unusual, 
consisted  of  trout  only.  Chicago  men  are  to  seine 
for  carp,  and  Fox  river  will  be  searched  for  the  foe 
of  the  game  fish.  The  German  carp  will  renew 
their  trimmings,  and  the  same  crew  of  seiners  who 
attempted  to  rid  the  river  in  the  vicinity  of  Oswego 
and  Yorkville  of  the  pest  last  fall  have  agreed  to 
try  the  task  again.  Tons  of  c^rp  were  taken  from 
the  river  last  sea<on,  and  those  which  escaped  will 
be  taken  soon.  The  seiners  will  be  accompanied  by 
fish  wardens  all  along  the  line,  in  order  that  all 
garrie  fish  will  be  thrown  back  into  the  river,  thus 
abiding  by  the  fish  laws.  The  seiners  will  continue 
their  work  until  it  i^  finished,  weather  permitting, 
and  the  work  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  Fox 
River  Valley  Bait  Casting  Club." 

*  *  *  * 

"That  540-poimd  swordfish,  harpooned  by  the 
crew  of  the  South  Shore  lightship  and  brought  to 
port  by  the  Admiral  Dewey,  is  a  cheerful  reminder 
that  there  are  still  as  big  fish  in  the  sea  as  ever  were 
caught  by  the  ancient  fi-hermen.  The  swordfish  is 
wily  and  difficult  to  approach,  and  once  struck  by 
the  iron  he  is  a  terrible  enemy.  Every  year  brings 
its  stories  of  the  spearing  of  boats  and  the  wounding 
of  men  by  the  furious  monsters  whose  power  is  such 
that  they  can  drive  their  sharp  swords  not  merely 
through  a  light  dory  but  actually  through  the  heavy 
planking  of  a  vessel.  Though  eagerly  hunted,  the 
number  of  swordfish  does  not  seem  to  diminish, 
and  ti-ieir  favourite  haunt  is  in  the  warm  waters 
south  of  Nantucket,  where  this  540-poimder  was 
taken." — Boston  Transcript. 


A  Tampico  Salmon. 
Writing  from  Denver,  Colorado,  U.S.A.,  on 
April  1,  my  old  friend,  E.  J.  Cavanagh,  encloses  a 
picture  of  himself  standing  beside  a  Tampico  tarpon, 
which  measures  7  feet  2  inches.  He  tells  me  he  is 
still  alive,  and  not  like  "  the  fish  out  of  water."  He 
is  coming  back  to  old  England  shortly,  and  perhaps 
he  will  tell  me  how  he  landed  it. 


More  Dinners  1 

The  next  of  importance  in  the  month  of  April 
will  be  the  Highbury's  fortieth,  at  the  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Bedford-square,  on  Wednesday,  the  29th, 
when  Mr.  W.  Senior  will  preside. 

*  *  :1c  3|c 

On  Saturday,  May  2  (the  first  May  meeting),  the 
Lychnobites  will  dine  at  the  Horse  Shoe,  Tottenham- 
court-road,  when  Councillor  G.  T.  Wilkes  will  preside. 
There  are  more  "  May  Meetings "  to  record,  and 
also  when  the  "  May  Fly  "  will  be  "  up." 


Good  Enough  even  for  Anglers. 

A  SHORT  time  ago  the  members  of  a  well-known 
Liverpool  club  visited  Rossett,  on  the  Dee,  to  fish  a 
match.  After  fishing  patiently  for  seven  hours, 
one  of  the  members  landed  a  dace  of  about 
6oz.  (which  was  the  only  fish  caught).  After 
their  good  sport  (?)  they  decided  to  c41  at  a 
farm  on  the  way  to  the  station  for  something  to 
drink,  and  were  informed  by  the  good  lady  that 
she  only  had  buttermilk ;  so  they  decided  that 
would  do,  as  they  were  all  "T.T.'s."  After  having 
their  fill,  one  of  the  members  asked  tlie  damage, 
and  were  surprised  at  the  answer,  which  was  : 
"Nothing;  we  only  give  it  to  pigs!" 


Blackfriars  Angling  Society. 

I  WAS  present  on  Monday  evening  at  the  York 
Hotel  at  the  twenty-third  annual  dinner  of  the 
above  society.  It  is  close  on  a  quarter  of  a  century 
since  I  acted  as  its  hon.  sec,  and  the  members  are 
to  be  congratulated  upon  finding  such  a  home,  and 
such  a  good  angler  for  its  host.  Mr.  George  George 
was  ■'  at  home  "  as  chairman,  and  songs  and  toasts, 
interspersed  with  speeches  and  prize  presentations 
— in  addition  to  a  really  excellently  ssrved  dinner 
— all  combined  to  make  this  the  most  successful 
dinner  in  the  annals  of  the  society.  Dragnet. 
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BLACKFRIARS  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


ANNUAL  DINNER. 


The  Black  friars  Angling  Society  prides  itself 
upon  being  one  of  the  oldest  of  London  angling 
clubs,  and  on  Monday  the  members  held  their 
twenty-third  annual  dinner  at  their  new  head- 
quarters, the  York  Hotel,  Waterloo-road,  under  the 
chairmanship  of  Mr.  George  George.  The  commo- 
dious club-room  had  been  very  tastefully  decorated 
by  the  host,  Mr.  A.  R.  Welton,  with  fishing  rods, 
nets,  and  other  angling  appliances,  the  whole  making 
a  very  imposing  and  appropriate  ensemble.  The 
menu  included  boiled  turbot  (not  caught  by  the 
Blackfriars  A.S.)  and  "  Close  Season  Pudding  "  with 
"April  Sauce" — a  real  piice  de  resistance. 

Amongst  those  supporting  the  chairman  were 
Mr.  R.  Love  (Silver  Trout  A  S.),  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade, 
Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  (Fishing  Oaeette),  Mr.  G.  Wood, 
Mr.  M.  Chapman,  Mr.  A.  Mead,  Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett, 
Mr.  F.  Ambridge,  Mr.  T.  Rolles,  Mr.  Gillingham, 
Mr.  Cartwright  (Oglanders),  Mr.  R.  Tree  (Silver 
Trout),  Mr.  H.  Poole  (Silver  Trout),  Mr.  J.  Wheel- 
house,  Alfred  Abrahams  (Anglo-French  Piscatorials), 
etc. 

In  presenting  the  prize  given  by  the  host — a 
handsome  tantalus — for  the  largest  chub,  the  chair- 
man congratulated  the  winner,  Mr.  Tarbutt.  He 
said  it  was  a  beautiful  prize,  and  the  fish  that 
secured  it  scaled  31b.  14oz.,  and  was  caught  in  our 
famous  Thames.  He  knew  other  members  who  had 
endeavoured  to  win  this  trophy  and  had  gone  to 
other  rivers  in  search  of  a  specimen  chub.  Mr. 
Wheelhouse  (a  voice,  "How,  when,  and  where?.") 
had  great  hopes  of  carrying  off  this  prize, 
but  Mr.  Tarbutt  had  won  easily,  and  he 
hoped  it  would  not  be  the  last  he  would 
win.  His  only  wish  was  that  he  himself  had  had 
the  good  fortune,  for  it  was  the  nicest  present 
the  club  had  to  give,  and  the  members  hoped 
the  winner  would  live  long  to  enjoy  it.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  Tarbutt  was  then  presented  with  the  prize, 
and  returned  thanks  in  a  suitable  manner. 

In  proposing  "  The  Blackfriars  Angling  Society," 
the  chairman  wished  the  club  every  success.  Before 
him  was  the  fine  challenge  cup  which  the  Central 
Association  had  offered  for  competition,  and  which 
the  club  htid  won.  It  was  a  beautiful  cup,  and 
had  been  nicely  mounted  by  one  of  their  own 
members— Mr.  J.  J.  Smith.  •  The  club  deserved  the 
cup,  for  they  had  worked  hard  to  win  it,  and  they 
had  fished  in  a  very  straightforward  manner.  He 
hoped  they  would  win  it  a  second  and  third  time. 

The  toast  having  been  duly  honoured,  Mr.  Foster, 
the  energetic  hon.  secretary,  responded.  He  said 
that  for  twenty-one  and  a  half  years  he  had  held  the 
position  as  hon.  secretary  of  the  club,  and  he  was 
proud  of  it.  They  had  now  secured  an  excellent  club- 
room,  and  a  host  who  was  an  angler.  They  were  in 
the  right  spot,  and  had  settled  down.  He  thought  the 
membership  would  largely  increase  as  all  the 
members  were  taking  great  interest  in  the  club's 
welfare.  Last  year  no  less  than  2871b.  of  fish  was 
weighed  in  by  members,  and  he  congratulated  the 
winner  of  the  tantalus,  as  it  was  the  first  prize  Mr. 
Tarbutt  had  ever  won. 

Mr.  A.  R.  Welton  said  as  host  he  welcomed  them 
all.  He  was  delighted  with  the  way  in  which  his 
prize  had  been  competed  for,  and  it  encouraged 
him  to  offer  a  still  better  one.  (Cheers.)  He 
would  be  pleased  to  give  a  five  -  guinea  cup 
for  the  gross  weight  of  roach  weighed  in 
during  the  coming  season,  but  no  roach  to  scale 
under  ^Ib.,  and  no  fish  could  be  weighed  in  on  the 
days  set  apart  for  the  Central  Association  cup 
competition.  He  only  hoped  they  would  fish  as 
aarnestly  for  his  cup  as  they  did  for  his  previous 
prize.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Other  prizes  were  then  offered  aa  follows : — Anony- 
mous, £2  28. ;  J.  Wheelhouse,  dinner  service,  value 
33s.;  A.  Tarbutt,  21s.;  J.  Foster,  21s.;  W.  Stone,  21s.; 
G.  Howard,  21s.;  W.  J.  Smith,  21s.;  F.  Barker, 
21s.;  W.  Wylie,  2l8.;  G.  George,  21s.;  A.  Mead,  21s.; 
W.  A.  Davis,  21s. ;  P.  Ambridge,  21s,  ;  Liell, 
2l8. ;  W.  Burkett,  21s.  ;  A.  Turner,  10s.  6d. ;  J.  J. 
Smith,  10s.  6d. ;  H.  Poole  (SUver  Trouts),  10s.  6d. ; 
W.  J.  Wells,  10s.  6d. ;  T.  Rolles,  10s.  6d. ;  T.  Gibbs, 
10s.  6d. ;  Anglo  -  French  Piscatorials,  10s.  6d. ; 
M.  Chapman,  10s.  6d. ;  F.  Amphlett,  10s.  6d. ;  F 
Wood,  10s.  6d. ;  W.  Tree  (Silver  Trouts),  lOs.  6d. '; 
W.  Stump,  lOs.  6d. ;  E.  Stillman,  10s.  6d.  ;  and 
Walter  Tarbutt,  fishing  basket. 

Mr.  M.  Chapman,  in  proposing  the  "Prize 
Donors,"  said  it  waa  somewhat  like  scratching  his 
3wn  back.  He  was,  however,  pleased  to  meet  such 
jolly  goodj  fellows,  and  he  thanked  one  and  all 
or  their  handsome  gifts,  which  the  secretary 
lad  told  them  amounted  to  the  respectable 
lum  of  over  twenty-one  and  a  half  guineas.  He 
aimself  had  only  once  won  a  prize — Major  Gastrell's 
—and  that  was  the  first  time  he  went  fishing.  On 


another  occasion  he  had  that  champion  angler 
Mr.  Wheelhouse  in  his  punt,  and  they  won 
no  prizes.  (Laughter.)  He  hoped  the  club  would 
continue  to  prosper. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  in  responding  to  "  The  Visitors," 
ably  proposed  by  Mr.  J.  J.  Smith,  said  they  had 
had  an  excellent  evening,  and  he  congratulated  the 
club  upon  having  also  good  members,  a  good  club, 
a  good  host,  and  good  prizes.  He  prophesied  that 
the  next  fight  for  the  Central  challenge  cup  would 
be  a  vigorous  one,  but  he  had  no  doubt  that  the 
Blackfriars  Angling  Society  would  have  a  good  run 
for  it.  (Hear,  hear.)  It  was  doubtful,  however,  if 
they  would  again  succeed. 

Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  responded  for  "  The  Press," 
and,  in  conclusion,  proposed  the  health  of  the 
chairman.  The  society  had  had  its  ups  and  downs, 
and  he  honestly  congratulated  them  on  their  locale, 
their  host,  and  the  boys  they  had  gathered  round 
them.  Mr,  Howard  then  related  the  story  of  how 
the  chairman  the  first  time  he  went  fishing  caught  a 
chub  with  a  jujube  baby  as  bait,  and  won  the  first 
prize. 

The  chairman's  health  was  drank  with  musical 
honouis,  as  also  that  of  the  host  and  hostess. 

During  the  evening  there  was  an  excellent  musical 
programme,  to  which  the  following  artistes  contri- 
buted :  Miss  Nellie  Mansell,  an  old  favourite,  who 
gave  a  charming  rendering  of  Tit  for  Tat "  by 
special  request,  and  Messrs.  H.  Knight,  L.A.M., 
Stephen  Mooreroft,  W.  Cartwright,  G.  Cartwright, 
J,  Lockhart,  Dave  Bevan,  and  Arthur  Lawrence. 


HERNE  BAY  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 


ANNUAL  DINNER. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  above  association  was 
held  on  April  1  at  the  Connaught  Hotel.  The 
president  of  the  association  (Mr.  F.  W.  Wacher) 
occupied  the  chair,  and  was  supported  by  a  large 
and  influential  company. 

The  president  proposed  "The  King,"  and  referred 
to  His  Majesty  as  a  good  all-round  sportsman; 
after  which  Mr.  E.  Gedye  proposed  "  The  Heme  Bay 
Angling  Association,"  and  thanked  them  for 
having  invited  him  to  the  dinner  that  evening. 
He  thought  the  time  had  come  when  they 
should  advocate  Herne  Bay  as  a  fishing  centre. 
He  came  down  in  the  train  with  a  gentleman 
the  other  day,  and  he  showed  him  an  angling 
ticket,  said  he  was  going  to  Margate,  and  that  he 
had  the  privilege  of  cheaper  fare.  He  asked  if  the 
gentleman  could  not  get  the  same  privilege  for 
Herne  Bay,  and  the  gentleman  said  no,  as  they  did 
not  belong  to  the  right  association.  Then  he  said  the 
sooner  they  did  the  better,  as  he  did  not  see  why  they 
should  not  have  the  same  advantage  as  Margate. 
He  believed  in  keeping  Heme  Bay  to  the  front,  as 
he  liked  Herne  Bay,  although  he  was  a  west 
countryman.  He  was  pleased  to  propose  that 
toast,  as  he  believed  the  angling  association  could 
do  much  good  to  the  town.  Then  they  had  an 
excellent  president,  and  he  would  ask  them,  as  they 
said  in  the  Navy,  to  rise  and  "  split  the  mainbrace." 
(Cheers  and  musical  honoiu-s. ) 

The  president,  in  reply,  said  the  association 
had  been  formed  for  about  five  years,  and  not 
only  did  the  town  benefit  from  it,  but  the 
anglers  received  a  great  deal  of  good  from  it,  as 
there  was  no  sport  so  healthy  or  invigorating  as 
angling,  especially  at  Herne  Bay,  where  one 
might  sit  for  hours  and  not  catch  anything. 
(Laughter.)  The  festival  last  year  was  a  record  as 
far  as  Herne  Bay  was  concerned,  as  they  had 
fifty-six  entries  for  the  pier  and  ninety-two  entries 
for  the  boats.  This  meant  a  large  number  of 
fishermen  coming  to  Heme  Bay.  They  sometimes 
caught  big  fish  at  Herne  Bay,  as  one  caught  last  year 
was  301b.  4oz.,  and  another  281b.  6oz.,  which  should 
bring  up  the  average  for  next  year.  He  was  glad 
to  tell  them  that  that  was  a  record  dinner  for 
them,  as  they  had  never  had  so  many  people  there 
b.^fore,  and  he  appreciated  it  as  president'  very 
much.  As  they  knew,  the  association  was 
affiliated  to  the  National  Council  of  Sea  Anglers, 
but  not  the  British  Sea  Anglers^  Mr.  Gedye  had 
mentioned  the  tickets,  and  it  was  the  British  Sea 
Anglers  who  had  these  tickets  at  the  present 
time.  It  woxild  not  pay  the  association  to  be 
affiliated  to  them.  It  did  not  make  much 
difference,  as  week-end  tickets  were  issued  to 
Herne  Bay,  and  nine-tenths  of  the  anglers  were 
week-enders,  and  thus  could  come  to  Herne  Bay  if 
they  wanted  to.  The  annual  pier  competition  this 
year  would  take  place  on  Oct.  10,  11  and  12,  and 
the  boat  competition  on  Oct.  24,  25  and  26.  Finally, 
he  asked  those  present  to  join,  and  thanked  them 
for  the  way  in  which  they  had  received  the  toast. 

Major  Brine  proposed  the  "Urban  District 
CouncU,"  and  Councillor  A.  G.  Iggulden  replied. 


Mr.  W.  J.  Ruffell  proposed  "The  Officers  of  the 
Association "  in  a  humorous  speech,  and  Mr. 
Findlay,  the  hon.  secretary,  was  eriually  happy  in 
his  response.  He  referred  to  all  the  official  -,  and 
then  said  the  secretary  was  new  to  the  job,  but  he 
did  his  best.    (Laughter  and  applause.) 

The  toast  of  "The  Visitors"  brought  the  pro 
ceedings,  which  had  been  very  enjoyable,  to  a  close 


ALBION  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Cambridge  Albion 
Angling  Society  was  held  at  the  Forester,  Burleigh - 
street,  Cambridge,  on  April  10.  Mr.  W.  Fuller  (vice- 
president)  presided,  in  the  unavoidable  absence  of 
the  president,  Capt.  Heal. 

The  secretary,  in  his  report,  said  he  must  con- 
gratulate the  club  on  the  very  successful  season  they 
had  had.  The  total  membership  now  stood  at  145, 
an  increase  on  last  year.  The  financial  position  of 
the  club  had  also  improved.  One  of  the  most 
pleasing  features  of  the  past  seaaon  was  the  match 
for  children,  when  they  had  295  entries,  which 
showed  that  the  juveniles  were  as  keen  on  angling 
as  the  club  members.  He  had  also  to  thank  the 
officers  and  committee  for  the  splendid  support  they 
had  given  him  on  all  occasions. 

The  report  and  balance  sheet  were  adopted.  The 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  elected.  The 
special  prizes  were  distributed,  the  recipients  being 
Messrs.  J.  Rice,  G.  Crow,  P.  Darley,  G.  Clark,  H. 
Barnsley,  S.  Moore,  F.  Finch,  G.  Humphrey,  and 
F.  Harding. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  Isle  of  Ely 
Angling  Association  for  their  assistance  during 
the  year,  to  the  G.E.  Railway  for  the  facilities 
granted  to  the  society  during  the  year,  to  the  prize 
donors,  the  Press,  the  chairman,  and  the  outgoing 
committee. 


ST.  ANDREW'S  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


The  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  above  society 
was  celebrated  at  the  headquarters  of  the  club,  the 
Black  Horse,  St.  Giles's,  Norwich,  on  the  evening 
of  April  8,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr. 
Robert  Marsham  (the  president).  As  befitting 
the  occasion,  the  proceedings  were  of  the 
heartiest  character,  there  being  a  capital 
muster  of  members  and  visitors,  whilst  the 
arrangements  for  the  comfort  and  entertain- 
ment of  the  party  were  all  that  could  be 
desired,  contributors  to  the  harmony  including 
Messrs.  French,  Claybyn,  Freeman,  Golden, 
Mullarkey,  Piddington,  Haining,  and  F.  F. 
Golden  (accompanist).  Amongst  those  present 
were  Messrs.  A.  A.  Piddington  (vice-president). 
Loathes  Prior  (president  of  the  Burton  Stores 
Angling  Chib),  Claybyn  (president  of  the 
Conesford  Angling  Club),  Walter  Laws  (a  former 
secretary  of  the  St.  Andrew's  Angling  Club),  Weyer, 
Churchyard,  W.  H.  Pleasants,  E.  J.  Scarlett,  Piper, 
H.  J.  Kett,  Howard,  French,  J.  Taylor,  Lock, 
N.  Miller,  Cullingf  ord,  J.  Hooper,  Bibby,  Mullarkey, 
Tadman,  Eglington,  D.  J.  Ellis,  G.  J.  Everett, 
C.  Gurney,  E.  Freeman,  J.  J.  Rioe,  Nott,  Barley, 
Ellison,  E.  Morley,  Beckett,  W.  Boston,  Key,  and 
the  secretary. 

The  chairman,  in  the  course  of  the  evening, 
referring  to  the  occasion  of  the  gathering,  said 
the  club  was  started  at  the  old  City  Arms  in 
1883.  The  gentlemen  who  started  the  club  were 
true  anglers  and  true  sportsmen,  and  the  con- 
sequence was  that  the  club  from  its  commence- 
ment was  strong,  healthy,  and  robust— in  fact, 
it  had  a  good  backbone,  owing  to  its  mem- 
bers spending  so  much  of  their  time  in  the 
open  air,  fishing  the  beautiful  rfVers  and 
broads.  The  club  had  continued  to  prosper 
until  they  found  it,  as  it  was  that  day,  one  of  the 
premier  angling  clubs  in  the  city.  They  had  been 
most  fortunate  in  having  good  presidents  and  sec- 
retaries, and  still  had  one  of  the  best  secretaries  in 
Mr.  Arthur  Taylor.  Continuing,  the  chairman  said 
they  had  met  for  another  purpose,  namely,  to 
unveil  a  commemorative  oak  shield,  which  was  to 
mark  an  important  event  in  the  history  of  the  club, 
and  at  the  same  time  a  portrait  of  Izaak  Walton, 
the  father  of  anglers,  presented  by  the  host,  Mr! 
Eglington.  In  conclusion,  he  said  he  should  1  ke  to 
congratulate  Mr.  Howard  on  the  way  he  had  carried 
out  his  work  in  respect  of  the  shield,  and  Mr.  Church- 
yard for  painting  the  portrait  of  Izaak  Walton. 

The  vice-chairman  proposed  "  The  Kindred  Clubs 
and  Visitors,"  to  which  was  coupled  the  names  of 
Messrs.  Leathes  Prior,  Ellis,  Hooper,  and  Laws.  All 
these  gentlemen  responded. 

Mr.  Piper  presented  to  the  society  a  specimen 

roach  which  he  captured  from  the  Waveney.  
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Thb  Onlt 
Effkotivk 

INSECT 
REPELLER 


rhlch    is    NOT  GREASY 
'NON-POISONOUS,  PERFECTLY 
S,    EASILY  APPLIED, 
pleasant  and  refreshing  to  use. 


Prepared  by 

FRANK  A.  ROGERS,  327,  Oxford  Si..  W. 


COLONSAY,  ARGYLLSHIRE. 

SCALASAIG  HOTEL 

Trout  Fishing  on  Two  Lochs 
Free  to  Visitors 

(vigorous  fish,  averaging  8  oz.). 

Charge  for  boatman,  3/-  a  day  and  lunch. 
Magnificent  natural  golf  course,  18  hole.s. 
Route :  Steamer  from  Greenock — 
"Hebrides"  on  Mondays,  6.15  p.m.; 
"  Dunara  Castle"  on  Thursdays,  7  p.m. 
Tariff  on  application  to  Proprietors. 


TONGUE  HOTEL 

SUTHERLAND. 


Under  New  Management  from  28th  May,  1908. 
TO  BE  PRACTICitLLY  REFURNISHED. 

Beautifully  situated  on  the  north  coast 
of  Sutherland,  in  one  of  the  best  districts 
of  that  famous  Fishing  County,  and 
amidst  some  of  the  finest  scenery  in  the 
Highlands.  Excellent  Brown  Trout,  Sea 
Trout,  and  Salmon  Fishing.  Posting  and 
Motor  Hiring.  Route :  Rail  to  Lairg, 
thence  by  Tilotor  Car. 

JOHN  MACKENZIE. 
Address  till  2Sth  May,  Kailway  Hotel,  Tain  ; 
tlieieafter.  Tongue  Hotel,  Sutherland. 


EXMOOR. 

GOOD  TROUT  FISHING 

ON  BARLE. 

Also  Private  Fishing  free  to  Visitors 
staying  at  this  Hotel.  Good  accommo- 
dation. Terms  moderate.  Good  Posting 
and  Stabling. — Apply  to  T.  Elwoethy, 

TEMPERANCE  HOTEL, 

Simonsbaih,  nr.  South  Molton, 


GENTLEMAN, 

having  comfortable  Fishing  Cottage  on 
good  Devon  Trout  Stream  desires  Gen- 
tleman to  fish  with  him,  share  cost  of 
board,  and  pay  15/-  per  week  for  rooms  ; 
or  would  let  entire  cottage  when  he  is 
not  there. — "  E,"  12,  Grosvenor  Gardens, 
St.  Leonards. 


TROUT  FISHING 


VACANCY  FOR  A  ROD 

Large  extent  of  water.   Brown,  Rainbow 
Trout  and  Grayling. — Apply, 

KEN  NET  VALLEY  FISHERIES,  Hungerford, 


BRISTOL. 


An  old-established 

FISH  AND  POULTRY  BUSINESS. 

Commanding  premises.  Excellent  oppor- 
.tunity  for  a  good  firm  with  a  little  capital. 
Cheap  to  immediate  purchaser.  The 
freehold  can  be  acquired  if  desired.  One 
of  the  best  positions  in  the  City  of 
Bristol. — Address, 

C.  H.  TocKEE,  Auctioneers,  Bristol. 

HERTFORDSHIRE? 

FA  MM  HOUSE 

And  Half  Mile  of  Capital  Trout 
Fishing-  and  Boating. 

Hunting  with  three  packs.  Two  miles  from 
town  on  G.N.R.  main  line,  and  40  minutes  from 
London.  Old-fashioned  House  in  pictni-es(|ne 
situation.  Six  hedrooms,  two  reception  ;  staiiling 
for  two  or  five  horses  ;  coachliouse  with  groom's 
(|uarters ;  garden  ;  tennis  lawn  ;  paddock  ad- 
joining house.  Will  be  re-decorated  and  Let  on 
Lease.— Apply,  E.  LOOSDON,  West  Mill  House, 
nr.  Hitchin, 


WEYMOUTH. 

The  Popular  Health  and 
Seaside  Resort. 

THE  ENGLISH  NAPLES. 


SPECIAL  ATTRACTIONS  FOR  EASTER 

Steamboat  Excursions  to 
Channel  Fleet,   Portland,  «S:c. 


GOLF  LINKS,    18  holes. 

FISHING,  Boating,  &c., 
unsurpassed. 

MAXIMUM  SUNSHINE  OF  ANY 
SEASIDE  RESORT. 


LOUGH  MELYIN,  IRELAND. 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING 

Furnished  House  to  Let 

at  Garrison,  the  well-known  fishing  centre 
Three  sitting  rooms,  eight  bedrooms,  servants 
rooms,  w.c ,  stabling,  i^'c.  Plate,  linen,  and 
attendance  if  required. — Apply,  P.  TiMONKY 
Ganison,  Belleek,  Co.  Fermanagh. 


SALMON  FISHING. 

A  ROD  WANTED 

to  make  one  of  three  for  the  month  of 
August  next  on  a  splendid  River  in 
Sweden.     Bag   for   August,    1906,  165 
Salmon.    Price  £75. — Apply, 
Wii-KINSON  &  Son,  47,  Bloomsbury 
Square,  London,  W.C. 


FISHING  KEEPER 

WANTED 

BY 

OKEOVER  FISHING  CLUB, 

Conversant  with  Trout  Hatching  and 
Rearing,  and  aU  Keepering  duties.-Apply 
H.  E.  Okeoveb,  Okeover,  Ashbourne. 


FISHING  TACKLE, 

Officer  ordered  abroad 

has  for  disposal,  at  very  moderate  prices, 
quantity  of  Salmon,  Trout,  and  Pike 
Rods,  Reels,  Lines,  Flies,  &c.,  &c. — On 
view,  General  Agency  and  Exchange, 
Victoria  Street,  Westminster,  S.W., 
opposite  Army  and  Navy  Stores. 


WANTEO 

for  latter  half  of  August,  small 

FURNISHED  COTTAGE  OR  BUNGALOW 

West  Coast  Scotland.  Good  Loch  and 
River  Fishing  indispensable.  Near  coast 
preferred.  —  T.  S.  Mayall,  Oakfield, 
Ashton-in-Makerfield,  Lanes. 


ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 

GRAND 

EMPIRE  CONCERT 

(Under  the  direction  of  Dr.  CHARLES  HARRIS) 

for  the  benefit  of  the  Victoria  League 
and  the  Empire  Education  Fund, 
SATURDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  23rd,  at  3. 
MADAME  ALBANI. 
MISS  ALYS  BATEMAN. 
MADAME  ADA  CROSSLEY. 

MR.  BEN  DA  VIES. 
SIR  CHARLES  SANTLEY. 
THE  ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY. 
THE  LONDON  SYMPHONY  ORCHESTRA. 
Prices  :  Eo.xes,  4  Guineas,  3  Guineas,  and 
£1  lis.  erf.    Stalls,  10.S.  6d.    Arena,  7».  6d.  Bal- 
cony, reserved,  5s.  ;  unreserved,  3s.  Gallery,  Is. 

Tickets  may  be  obtained  at  the  Box  Office, 
Royal  Albert  Hall  ;  the  Secretary,  Victoria 
League,  Milll)ank  House,  2,  Wood  Street,  West- 
minster ;  and  of  Ibbs  &  Tii.lett,  19,  Hanover 
Square,  W.  Telephone  :  "  3129  Mayfair." 
Doors  open  at  2.     Carriages  at  5. 30. 


ARMSTRONG  S 

APRIL  QUOTATIONS. 

What  do  You  think 
of  this  Offer? 

On  receipt  of  remittance  or  banker's  reference 
any  four  of  'he  rods  or  reels  quoted  below  will 
be  sent  carriage  paid  on  approval  If  unsatis- 
factory we  will  pay  the  carriage  back  and  refund 
money  in  full.  It  thus  costs  nothijig  to  test  the 
value  offered,  and  seeing  and  trying  the  actual 
rod  is  better  than  reading  a  hundred  cat,alo2Ues 
Othei'  goo  IS  than  rods  or  reels  will  be  exchanged 
if  not  approved. 

Fly  Roils.  lOi,  11,  and  12  ft.,  split  cane,  steel 
centre,  two  tops,  cork  grip,  rubber  button,  lock 
joints,  snake  ri^igs,  perfect  bulance  and  power, 
our  own  make  tliroughout.  Usual  price,  ,4:5  5«.  , 
present  price,  £3  .'i.y. 

English  Split  Cane,  ^0i  and  11  ft.,  cork  grip, 
rubber  liutton,  lock  joints,  lovely  finish,  in  2  or 
3  pieces,  with  spare  top,  40/-. 

Highest  class  American  Split  Cane,  lOi,  11,  and 
12  ft.,  snake  rings,  2  tnps.  closely  whipped,  superb 
quality,  Eiiglisli  tiiiisli,  21/-. 

Lovely  split  cane  Brook  or  Lady  s  Rod.  8  to 
10  ft.,  2  tops,  weight  4  to  6  ozs.,  charming  little 
weapon,  every  angler  should  have  one  for  small 
streams.    Usual  price,  £4  48.  ;  our  price,  42,'-. 

The  same  rod  in  greenheart,  8  to  lu  ft.,  4.{ 
to  7  oz. ,  32/6. 

Greenheart,  highest  quality  Fly  Ro;ls,  lu.l,  11, 
and  12  ft.,  cork  or  jiigskin  grips,  rubber  button, 
snake  rings,  lock  joints,  best  linisli  and  quality, 
perfect  balance  and  action,  equal  to  anything  at 
.W/-.    Price  30/-. 

Greenheart  Fly  Rods,  10^,  li,  and  12  ft  ,  2  tops, 
snake  rings,  cork  grip,  well  finislied,  grand 
action,  15/-. 

Greenheart,  10{,  11,  and  12  ft.,  1  top,  snake 
rings,  swelle<l  balanceil  giip,  powerful  rods,  C/fi. 

Salmon  Rods,  line  gnc  heart,  double  cork 
grips,  2  tops,  lock  joints,  ni.ignificent  balance  and 
action,  14  and  15  ft.,  45/- ;  IS  and  18  ft.,  .50/-. 

Strong  Greenheart  Salmon  Rods.swelled  handle, 
good  finish,  1  top,  14  and  15  ft.,  10/G  ;  16  and  18 
ft.,  16/6. 

Bronzed  Rotary  Check  Reels,  revolving  plate, 
2i  in.,  2/9;  2^  in.,  3/3  ;  2i  in.,  4/- ;  3  in.,  6/-. 

Gun  Metal  and  Ebonite  Winch,  sunk  revolving 
plate,  drums  composed  of  pillars,  not  solid,  per- 
forated sides,  light  quick  winding,  2i  in.,  S/G  ; 
2i  in.,  9/0  :  3  in.,  12/6;  3i  in.,  14/-. 

Aluminium  Reel,  ebonite  back  plate,  the  lightest 
reel  and  the  most  lieautiful  action  in  existence, 
2i  in.,  12/0  ;  21,  15/- ;  3  in.,  17/0  ;  3|  in.,  21/-. 

Salmon  Flies,  dressed  on  l)e3t  hooks,  with  the 
finest  materials,  best  tinsel  and  feathers.  All 
kinds,  5  to  10,  1/-;  2  to  4,  1/3;  1  and  Li,  1/U  ; 

10  to  4o,  1/9  each. 

Trout  Flies,  <leadly  killers,  specially  dressed 
for  us  by  Scotch  ganiekeeper.s,  1/3  per  doz. 

Loch  and  Sea  Trout  Flies,  1/0  per  dozen. 

Eyed  Floating  Flies,  the  deadliest  produced, 
1/9  per  dozen. 

Three  Good  Gut  Casts.  Strongest  salmon,  5/6 
each  ;  strong  salmon,  2/6  each  ;  grilse,  1/6  each. 

Finest  Trout  Casts,  ix,  2x,  .3x,  4x,  8d.  each. 

Grand  Quality  Trout  Casts,  dead  fine,  fine,  and 
medium,  5d.  each.    Remarkable  value. 

Devon  IVflnnows,  1  ii\.,, lOrf.  ;  li  iu.,  1/1  ;  2  in., 
1/4;  2)  in.,  I/S  ;  3  in.,  2/-. 

Phantom  Minnows,  2  to  31  in.,  1/8  ;  3}  in.,  1/10 

11  in.,  2/-. 

Best  Gut.  about  12  in.  Ix,  1/6  per  100  ;  2x,  3x, 
2/0  per  100  ;  4x,  6x,  4/-  per  1(1(1. 

Good  Landing  Net,  4  ft.  i^ane  handle,  collapsiiile 
ring  and  good  aet,  2,9.  Ditto,  better  (juality,  4/6. 

Hooks  to  fine  Gut  for  Trout,  any  size,  1/-  per 
doz.  Ditto  for  roach,  8d.  per  doz.  Best  Stewart 
hooks,  1/3  per  doz. 

Best  Waterproof  Line,  absolutely  finest  quality, 
any  length  sent.  Strong  .salmon,  6/6  ;  medium 
salmon,  4/6 ;  medium  trout,  3/6  ;  fine  trout,  3/-. 
Good  reliable  quality  ditto  :  strong  salmon,  3/6  ; 
medium  salmon,  2/6;  medium  trout,  1/9;  fine 
trout,  1/-.   All  per  20  yards.  * 

2-joint  Sea  Rod,  8  ft.,  snake  rings,  pulley  end, 
3/6. 

The  "Armstrong"  Sea  Rod,  9  ft.,  cork  butt, 
reenheart  top  piece.    Made  lighter  than  usual 
run,  for  fish  up  to  4  or  5  lb.    Gives  grand  sport, 
15/-. 

Best  Sea  Rod,  8  and  9  ft.,  35/-. 

Fine  Wood  Reel,  removable  check,  3  in.,  5/9; 
4  iu  ,  8/6  ;  5  in.,  14/-. 

Wading  Stockings,  beautifully  light,  soft  and 
pliable,  sateen,  best  work  and  material.  Usual 
price,  27s.  ;  our  price,  17/6  per  pair. 

Ditto  Trousers.  Usual  price,  35/- ;  our  price,  25'- 

Strong  Twill  Stockings,  splendid  for  hard 
wear,  12/6. 

Ditto  Trousers,  19/9  per  pair. 

Leather  and  Canvas  Brogues,  very  strong,  to 
lace,  18/6  per  pair. 

State  length  of  foot  in  ordering  stockings,  &c. 

Get  our  List  of  Steel  Boats  and 
Punts  that  never  leak. 


Address  in  full  :^ 

ARMSTRONG  &  CO., 

Sporting  Gun  Dept., 
115,  N'land  Street, 

NEWCASTLE'ON-TYNE. 


Cast  yonr  Eye  on  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES, 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powera 

— having  no  ecpial. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle, 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 


WHITE  BROTHERS, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 
OKI  AG  H.  IRELAND, 


H.  JOHNSON,  Gut  Merchant. 

Send  1/.  tor  3  SAMPLE  CASTS,  3  yards  each, 
tapered,  fine,  medium,  and  strong,  and  see 
Quality. 

BEST   SELECTED   DRAWN    GUT,  3,  4,  and  5x. 

13  in.,  2/6  ;  15  in.,  3/- ;  18  in.,  4/-  per  100. 
BEST  UNDRAWN  GUT,  2x,  flue,  16  in.,  2/6; 

18  in.,  3/- ;  20  in.,  3/6  per  100. 
GUT    CASTS,    FIRST    QUALITY,  1  yard,  1/4: 

2  yards,  2/6  ;  3  yards,  3/6  per  doz. 
BEST    SOLID    PLAITED    ROACH    LINES,  per 

100  yards,  1/6;  BARBEL.  2/-;  PIKE.  3/6. 
BEST    NOTTINGHAM    LOBS    AND    BAG.  3/4 

per  1,000.  TUK  TRADK  SCPPLFKU. 

155,  Waterway  Street,  Nottingham. 


LIVERPOOL 

Ang-ling-  Association. 

(Founded  1878). 

Headqunrtei-s :  DE  SIT.,rA'S  HOTEH, 
Queen  Square  anil  St.  JTohn'.s  Lane,  ' 


TROUT  &  COARSE  FISHING. 

For  Particulars  of  Memhership,  apply— 

HY.  L.  GOLDSMITH,  62,  Dale  Street. 


RAINBOW  TROUT  from  6  to  12  ins. 
TENCH  -   -   -   -   „    i  „  2  lbs. 

THE  WELHAM  PARK  FISH 
HATCHERY,  LTD  , 

MALTON,  YORKSHIRE. 


.  ^C^  J(almonIishin6 

^^^e)  Instruction 

^^^^1  by  J.cJ.HAROy 

IHH^    HOW  TO  BE  5UCCEi5FUL 
.Post  free  \  HOW  TO  FLIEi, 
n  P  f     \  TO  VSE  THEM  > 

LIMITED  N.  raUCH.  ..  /  4 


Pears 


A  Soap  is  known  by  the 
company  it  keeps.  Pears' 
is  found  in  good  society 
everywhere. 

The  use  of  Pears'  So.ap 
betokens  refinement 

Scented,  or  not,  as  you  pref„<,- 


I 


April  18,  1908 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


317 


Provltieial  flftglifig  l^otes. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post. 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

In  my  notes  last  week  I  mentioned  the  depletion 
of  the  canal  at  Preston  Bagot  by  poachers.  Now  we 
have  a  similar  case  brought  before  the  notice  of  the 
Birmingham  and  Provincial  Associations,  in  which 
the  latter  association  is  mainly  interested.  The  water 
is  the  canal  at  Upton  Magna,  which  belongs  to  the 
Shropshire  Union  Canal  Company.  Netting  has 
been  going  on  in  this  water  since  March,  and  on 
March  7  some  501b.  were  netted  from  the  water,  all 
the  fish  taken  being  of  a  good  size.  This  canal  is 
noted  for  being  one  of  the  very  best  in  the  Midlands, 
and  the  Provincial  Association,  who  pay  for  the 
rights  of  fishing,  will  take  the  matter  up,  and,  if  pos- 
sible, punish  the  offenders.  The  chief  people  who 
commit  these  offences  are  boatmen,  and  if  the 
various  lock-keepers  were  offered  a  reward  it  would 
soon  lead  to  a  conviction.  The  prospects  of  trout- 
fishing  in  the  Welsh  waters  belonging  to  the  Bir- 
mingham Corporation  is,  so  far,  very  encouraging. 
Last  week,  during  the  spells  of  fine  weather  at 
midday,  some  good  fish  were  taken,  some  of  the  fish 
up  to  21b.  each.  Fish  out  of  condition  were  caught 
and  returned  to  the  water.  All  our  waters  are  now 
in  perfect  condition,  and  we  look  like  having  a  very 
pleasant  Easter.  The  fly  has  begim  to  show  more 
life  on  the  water,  and  the  fish  are  beginning  to  show 
more  animation.  We  are  having  some  frosty  nights, 
and  last  week,  on  the  Welsh  waters,  several  degrees 
of  frost  was  indicated. 


FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Our  local  river — the  Hull— is  in  splendid  trim  for 
trout  fishing ;  so  likewise  is  the  Driffield  Canal, 
Frodingham  Beck,  West  Beck,  and  other  tributaries. 
But  the  weather  has  been  so  severe,  with  north- 
easterly winds,  sleet,  rain,  and  snow,  at  times 
during  the  past  week,  that  little  sport  could  be 
obtained  anywhere ;  in  fact,  insect  life  is  so 
scarce  that  few  fish  are  rising  to  the  surface, 
and  unless  we  have  a  more  genial  atmosphere, 
changes  in  trout  fishing  in  this  district  are  very 
remote.  Even  worm  fishermen  are  doing  little  or 
nothing  anywhere,  therefore  as  far  as  our  river 
is  concerned  the  Easter  matches  will  be  a  failure, 
that  is  80  far  as  sport  is'  concerned.  Codling  fishers 
will  no  doubt  do  well  at  such  places  as  Goxhill,  Stal- 
lingborough,  and  Killingholme,  on  the  Lincolnshire 
side ;  and  at  Paull,  Wells  Craigh,  and  on  the  fore- 
shore on  the  Yorkshire  side  of  the  Humber,  with  a 
plentiful  supply  of  mussels  as  bait. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Trouting  prospects  for  the  Easter  holidays  do  not 
look  over  promising  here.  The  streams  are  very 
much  on  the  low  and  clear  side,  with  the  Kent  and 
Leven  possibly  excepted.  The  former  stream  is  still 
fishing  well,  when  the  bad  weather  conditions  are 
taken  into  account.  On  April  9  Mr.  R.  Millburn  killed 
twenty-one.  fishing  a  bit  below  the  town  of  Kendal, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Sill  a  dozen,  in  the  same  water,  and  Mr. 
F.  B.  PoUitt,  fifteen,  in  Levens  Park.  The  follow- 
ing day  Mr.  Millburn  took  a  dozen,  and  on  Saturday 
"he  had  the  same  number,  as  had  also  Mr.  E.  Bland. 
On  Monday  Mr.  F.  B.  Pollitt  took  eighteen  in  the 
Levens  Park  and  Lower  Levens  waters.  A  few  good 
trout  are  being  taken  on  this  stream  in  the  evening, 
and  that  with  fly,  Mr.  E.  Bland  basketing  three  a 
day  or  two  ago,  one  weighing  1  lb.  and  the  other 
two  fib.  each. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Bolton  anglers  naturally  resent  the  general 
adverse  criticism  of  the  Easter  trip  to  Broadland, 
as  being  an  association  ventiu-e.  As  a  matter  of 
fact  it  is  not,  but  the  work  of  a  private  member. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  National  Federation  of 
Anglers  and  the  Northern  Anglers'  Association  will 
deal  firmly  with  the  question.  The  Longsight 
Anglers'  Association  have  opened  their  trout  waters 
with  every  prospect  of  success,  but  they  are  plagued 
with  small  perch  and  intend  to  lessen  the  quantity. 
The  clubs  in  the  Gorton  and  Openshaw  district 
have  got  smitten  with  the  Broadland  fever,  and 
intend  rimning  a  trip  after  the  end  of  the  close 
season.    The  Bolton  Canal  will  be  opened  for  Easter. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

One  of  our  city  rods  very  anxiously  asks  if  one  of 
our  sporting  M.P.'s  cannot  bring  in  a  ten  minutes' 
Bill  to  cancel  the  exceptions  as  to  coarse  fishing 
in  the  close  season,  now  existing  in  our  Freshwater 
Fishery  Acts.  A  city  rod  at  Ruthin  wites  that  the 
Clwyd  has  not  fished  well  lately.    A  few  March 


Browns  are  to  be  seen,  but  only  a  few.  The  Royal 
Walton  Anglers  are  not  likely  to  repeat  the  experi- 
ment of  an  extra  contest ;  the  members  are  con- 
servative on  the  old  order  of  things,  and  so  the 
event  was  cancelled.  A  party  of  fly-flshers  paid  a 
visit  to  a  reservoir  where  Manchester  anglers  are  not 
popular.  Well,  they  averaged  on©  and  a-half  brace 
per  rod,  and  paid  3s.  for  the  day.  The  locals  were 
worming,  and  easily  got  the  limit  five  brace — some 
under  two  hours.  This  water  has  been  closed  for 
two  years,  and  opened  on  April  1.  The  owners  say 
they  placed  in  1100  trout.  Well,  if  they  did,  they 
may  have  100  left  after  the  slaughter. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Weather  conditions  have  been  more  favourable, 
the  wind  having  chopped  round  from  the  north-east 
to  the  south-west.  A  few  trout  anglers  have  pat- 
ronised the  mouth  of  the  Greet,  and  have  taken 
fish  with  the  worm  up  to  IJlb.  each.  One  was  of 
the  Loch  Leven  strain.  Of  recent  seasons  thousands 
of  the  said  strain  have  been  placed  in  the  river  in 
diflerent  sections,  notably  from  Shardlow  to  Aver- 
ham  weirs.  Anyway,  no  special  attention  is  paid 
to  trouting,  owing  to  the  extensive  width  of  the 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT, 

The  weather  ha?  been  very  cold  in  most  district.?, 
with  snow  showers  and  frosty  nights.  Consequently 
trout  fishing  has  not  been  attempted  save  by  few 
anglers  since  the  week-end,  and  results  were  very 
poor.  Whilst  the  milder  spell  lasted  fly-fishing  was  in- 
dulged in  with  moderate  success,  some  nice  speci- 
mens being  brought  to  bank,  mostly  in  the  evening 
and  the  early  morning.  The  changes  of  weather 
are  sudden,  and  all  round  anglers  up  to  the  middle 
of  this  week  were  hopeful  for  better  days  for  Easter 
holiday  sport. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Sport  has  been  fairly  good  on  all  the  principal 
rivers.  Lake  fishing  has  been  generally  dull,  but 
brown  trout  fishing  has  been  very  good,  on  a  couple 
of  days  especially,  in  the  Kerry  lakes.  Sea  fishing 
continues  to  give  good  sport,  principally  at  pollack, 
at  many  stations  in  Cork  and  Kerry.  A  meeting 
of  the  committee  of  the  Cork  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion was  held  last  week.  Mr.  S.  Haynes  prt  sided. 
The  hon.  secretary  submitted  designs  for  the  chal- 
lenge cup  to  be  competed  for  by  members  at  the 
annual  tournament  to  be  held  on  May  17.  The 
tournament  will  be  held  this  year  on  the  North 
Bride,  at  Rathcormac.  Further  particulars  will  be 
duly  announced.  At  the  MuUingar  Quarter  Sessions 
the  Limerick  Board  of  Conservators  appealed  against 
the  decision  of  the  magistrates  sitting  at  Castlepollard 
Petty.  Sessions  on  Jan.  9,  in  the  case  of  Dennis  Darby, 
who  was  prosecuted  for  a  breach  of  the  Fishery 
Laws.  In  the  lower  Court  the  case  was  dismissed  ; 
but  the  Coimty  Court  reversed  the  decision  of  the 
magistrates  and  fined  Darby  £5  and  2  guineas  costs. 
At  the  Dungarvan  Quarter  Sessions  a  fishery  appeal 
by  a  water- bailifi  named  Graham  was  heard.  Jt  was 
an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  magistrates 
sitting  at  Petty  Sessions  in  a  case  in  which  Graham 
prosecuted  a  man  named  Ryan  for  using  a  stroke- 
haul  on  the  River  Noir,  and  which  the  magistrates 
dismissed.  After  a  long  hearing  His  Honour  County 
Court  Judge  Fitzgerald  took  a  poll  of  the  magistrates 
on  the  Bench,  when  nine  voted  for  a  dismiss,  and  four 
for  convicting.  At  the  Clonmel  Quarter  Sessions, 
Mr.  E.  M'Cormack,  Inspector  of  Fisheries,  appealed 
against  a  decision  of  the  magistrates  sitting  at 
Carrick-on-Suir  Petty  Sessions  dismissing  a  charge 
of  illegal  fishing  against  four  men,  named  Michael 
Carroll,  John  Carroll,  John  Haj'den,  and  Maurice 
Dwyer.  After  a  long  hearing,  His  Honour  con- 
firmed the  decis'.on  of  the  Court  below,  and 
dismissed  the  case.  At  the  Tralee  Quarter  Sessions 
Mr.  James  Hensey,  Inspector  of  Fisheries,  appealed 
against  the  decision  of  the  magistrates  sitting  at 
Anuscaul  Petty  Sessions,  dismissing  a  case  of  illegal 
netting  which  Mr.  Hensey  charged  a  man  with. 
The  Court  being  equally  divided,  the  decision  of 
the  Court  below  stands. 

North  of  Ibeland. 
-  The  outlook  for  the  Easter  holidays  will  not  be 
good  unless  some  rain  shortly  comes.  Salmon  are 
showing  in  the  tidal  waters  of  the  Erne.  All  the 
small  coast  rivers,  where  the  sea-trout  run,  are  low 
and  clear,  and  will  not  fish  till  rain  comes.  Brigadier- 
General  A.  Wilson,  C.B.,  commanding  the  15th 
Infantry  Brigade,  Belfast,  has  accepted  the  vice- 
presidency  of  the  Belfast  A.  A.  in  succession  to 
Major -General  Dawson,  C.V.O.,  who  has  just  been 
transferred  to  London  to  command  the  Second 
Division  of  the  Territorial  Force.  The  association 
is  about  to  add  to  the  stock  in  their  co.  Down 
lakes  by  a  big  lot  of  Loch  Leven  yearlings. 


ilofcs  from  i^e  itort^. 

The  Easter  holidays  are  now  on,  and  a  few 
pleasant  days  were  enjoyed  last  week,  but  easterly 
winds  are  again  in  the  ascendant. 

Some  good  finnock  and  sea-trout  aport  is  agoing 
at  the  mouths  of  the  North  and  South  Esks,  Dee 
Don  (private),  Ythan,  Ugie,  Lossie,  and  Spey  at 
Fochabers,  mostly  free  or  ticket  waters. 

Trout  angling  (brown)  has  as  yet  been  mainly 
confined  to  an  occasional  hour  or  two  on  extra  fine 
days.  The  weather  and  water  ar©  still  below  nor- 
mal for  the  Season  of  the  year. 


There  haa  been  no  rise  of  the  "  March  Brown  " 
worth  speaking  about.  An  April  shower  or  two 
would  improve  matters. 

The  Messrs.  Nix  are  now  angling  the  Potarch 
waters  on  the  Dee.  They  had  the  Dinnet  section 
for  some  past  seasons. 


Lord  Garioch  is  enjoying  a  cast  on  the  Aboyne 
Hotel  waters  of  the  Dee,  where  there  is  room  and  to 
spare,  as  some  of  the  usual  April  rods  have  not 
thought  it  worth  while  turning  up  this  year. 

The  Nig  Fis'i  Hatchery,  under  Dr.  Foulton  is 
just  now  being  utilised  as  a  fishery  school,  where 
relays  of  young  fishermen  are  being  put  through  a 
course  of  instruction  on  the  scientific  side  of  their 
craft. 


The  Rev.  Mr.  Robertson  has  taken  Pitmedden 
(Don)  for  a  month,  and  is  doing  fairly  well  amone 
the  brown  trout.  ° 

Mr.  George  Davidson,  B.A.,  has  had  a  fortnight 
on  the  Ugie,  and  made  some  fine  ba  kets,  mostly  to 
the  fly.  His  heaviest  sea-trout  scaled  4ilb  The 
Ugie  can  be  fished  for  £1  to  £1  10s.  a  month.  There 
are  eight  miles  of  it. 


The  Fiddoch  at  Dufftown,  Lossie  at  Elgin,  Don 
at  ffintore,  and  such  like,  not  omitting  the  Deveron 
at  Himtly,  are  all  practically  free  or  nominally 
free  waters.  Special  Scotch. 


letters  to  the  Ebitor, 

iWe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

HOW  THE  PIKE  WAS  CAUGHT. 
Deab,  Sib, — Two  weeks  ago  someone  wrote  to 
your  paper  complaining  that  after  I  had  read  a 
letter  of  his  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  describing  the 
ordinary  capture  of  a  201b.  pike  in  the  Broad,  or 
one  of  them,  I  had  told  the  story  afresh  in  another 
publication  in  such  a  way  as  to  lead  people  to 
suppose  that  the  pike  had  been  hooked  more  or  less 
accidentally  owing  to  some  broken  tackle  hancring 
from  its  mouth.  It  was  suggested  I  d:d  this^ut 
of  jealousy ! 

Your  correspondent  used  the  term  "  wilfui  mis- 
representation." I  took  no  notice  of  the  .etter 
last  week  because  I  had  written  to  your  corre- 
spondent and  explained  the  matter,  and  fully 
thought  he  would  have  written  to  you  to  withdraw 
the  offensive  remarks  in  his  previous  letter.  As  he 
has  not  done  so,  may  I  say  now  that  I  did  not 
read  his  first  letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  describing 
the  incident  until  he  called  my  attention  to  it.  My 
information  came  from  another  source,  and  so  far 
as  I  was  concerned  there  was  no  misrepresentation. 

After  all,  does  it  very  much  matter  whether  the 
pike  seized  the  live-bait  and  was  hooked  inside  in 
the  commonplace  waj',  or  if  it  had  the  bad  luck, 
after  breaking  away  from  one  angler,  to  rub  its 
tackle-adorned  nose  against  the  tackle  of  angler 
No.  2  ?  If  it  had,  the  incid  nt  would  have  been 
nauch  more  interesting.  It  would  not  be  the  first 
big  fish  that  has  been  killed  in  this  way. 

As  to  jealousy,  why,  I  have  killed  larger  pike 
than  this,  and  if  I  felt  jealous  of  every  angler  who 
catches  a  201b.  fish  I  should  have  died  of  the  com- 
plaint several  years  ago,  as  it  has  been  my  duty  to 
record  a  large  number  of  very  big  fish  from  time 
to  time. 

May  I  hope  your  correspondent  will  take  a  thirtv- 
pounder  next  time,  and  that  he  may  have  the 
satisfaction  of  catching  it  on  a  spinning-bait.  Maj^ 
I  also  hope  that  he  and  others  who  write  to  the 
Fishing  Gazette  will  remember  that  one  of  the 
charms  of  fishing  is,  or  used  to  be,  the  good  fellow- 
ship it  engenders,  and  that  it  is  as  easy  to  conduct 
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an  argument  in  an  agreeable  and  pleasant  manner 
as  in  an  acrimonious  one. 

This  ends  all  I  have  to  say  now  or  hereafter  on 
the  subject  of  the  Broad  fish. — Youra  truly, 

John  Bickebdyke. 


•  ASPERIN,"  ETC. 

Deab  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent 
"  Luce,"  Asperin  can  be  obtained  of  any  chemist, 
in  the  powder  form  or  tablets,  or  the  chemist  will 
make  up  a  mixture  with  a  mucilage  of  gum  traga- 
canth,  or  with  syrup  of  lemon  or  orange. 

Tlie  drug  was  invented  by  Mr.  Otto  Bayer,  of 
Berlin,  one  of  the  finest  chemists  in  the  world. 
Most  high-class  manufactui'ing  chemists  make  the 
drug  under  its  chemical  name — acid  salicyl-acetic. 
I  was  ill  for  over  a  year  with  acute  rheumatism  at 
the  bottom  of  my  back  and  hips,  the  pain  being  very 
intense  at  times,  and  if  I  sat  down  it  was  quite  im- 
possible for  me  to  get  up  without  help.  The  first 
dose  of  Asperin  did  me  good. 

In  answer  to  Mr.  Marston's  note,  all  I  can  say 
is,  by  all  means  consult  a  doctor  before  taking 
Asperin.  and  he  will  confirm  my  statements.  I  may 
say  I  am  not  a  doctor,  but  a  dentist,  and  have  had  a 
good  many  years'  experience  with  drugs.  I  h^ve  no 
shares  in  the  Bayer  Co.  or  any  connection  in  any 
way  with  drug  firms,  wholesale  or  retail.  My  sole 
aim  was  to  give  others  the  same  relief  that  I  had 
obtained.  If  "  Luce  "  wants  any  more  information 
I  shall  be  pleased  to  give  it  to  him. — Yours  truly, 

F.  A.  B. 

[Anglers  are  supposed  to  be  more  subject  to 
rheumatism  than  other  people,  and  I  am  sure  we 
are  indebted  to  those  who  have  so  kindly  given  us 
the  benefit  of  their  experience  of  remedies  for  it. 
I  am  glad  "  F.  A.  B."  agrees  with  me  that  these  new 
remedies  ought  not  to  be  taken  without  medical 
advice. — Ed.] 

An  old  friend  and  very  good  angler  (Mr.  E.  J. 
Walker)  writes  : — "  I  thought  it  very  good  of  you 
to  put  in  the  letters  on  rheumatism,  etc.  That  Asperin 
in  tabloids  dissolved  in  a  little  seltzer  or  soda  water 
lias  done  me  a  lot  of  good,  but  for  local  -pains  in  the 
joints  nothing  beats  those  Johiason  and  Co. 's  mustard 
leaves  you  buy  in  yellow  tin  cylindrical  boxes  of  all 
chemists.  They  are  made  in  the  U.S.A.,  and  the 
Asperin  in  Germany.  Strange,  isn't  it,  we  can't 
get  these  things  made  in  England  ?  " 


ACUTE  RHEUMATISM. 
Dear  Sir,— Your  advice  is  good  at  p.  302.  I 
am  informed,  whether  correctly  or  not,  that  Asperin, 
though  advertised  not  to  contain  certain  well-known 
deleterious  ingredients,  does  contain  salicitic  acid 
or  salicylate  of  soda.  Personally.  I  follow  the 
advice  you  give,  or  even  have  drugs  analysed  for 
my  own  information. — Yours  truly, 

J.  A.  Harvie-Brown. 


FISHING  IN  NORTHmiBERLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — I  did  not  place  the  trout-fishing  at 
Wooler  on  a  pedestal,  as  a  reference  to  my  letter 
will  show.  I  was  there  in  November,  and  although 
I  caught  a  few  trout  by  accident,  I  avoided  the 
spots  most  likely  to  hold  them,  as  I  do  not  care  to 
catch  fish  out  of  season.  Those  I  did  catch  I,  of 
course,  returned,  and  some  were  very  nice  fish  indeed. 
I  was  after  grayling,  and  I  enjoyed  excellent  sport. 
I  got  nineteen  out  of  a  single  run  one  day  in  a  very 
short  time,  and  not  a  "  shot  "  fish  amongst  them. 

I  am  quite  satisfied  as  to  the  correctness  of  the 
reports  I  received  concerning  coarse  fish,  because 
they  were  from  local  sources.  Coarse  fish  are  vermin 
to  the  natives  of  Wooler,  and  although  a  man  may 
exaggerate  the  number  of  pheasants  in  his  coverts, 
you  do  not  find  him  boasting  about  the  quantity  of 
stoats  and  weasels  there.  I  mentioned  the  coarse 
fish  because  I  thought  it  was  of  interest,  and,  per- 
sonally, I  like  a  good  day  amongst  the  pike  and 
perch.  Had  I  had  any  tackle  with  me  I  should 
certainly  have  tried  spinning.  Of  course,  one  man's 
meat  is  another  man's  poison,  and  perhaps  a  quieter 
stream  may  seem  uninteresting  to  some  anglers 
who  are  used  to  rapid  waters.  This  is  as  it  may  be, 
but  I  am  of  opinion  that  a  river  which  holds  many 
kinds  of  fish,  and  good  ones  of  all,  is  very  well  worth 
fishing,  especially  when  the  game  fish  are  by  far 
the  most  numerous.  Without  being  tedious  in  the 
matter  of  chapter  and  verse,  I  may  quote  what 
Messrs.  Hardy  say  in  the  little  article  in  their 
catalogue  concerning  grayling  fishing,  "  We  have 
enjoyed  excellent  sport  fishing  the  Till  at  Wooler," 
whilst  "  Halcyon,"  in  your  Christmas  number, 
speaks  well  of  it  also.  I  know  also  of  two  other 
very  well-known  anglers  who  have  done  well  in  the 
Till,  so  I  am  not  singular  in  my  ideas.  I  must  say 
I  think  "  Trout  Angler  "  is  mistaken  in  his  estimate. 
•  He  is  not  even  ctrrect  in  stating  that  the  river  bed 
is  of  clay,  whereas  it  is  mainly  sand  ;  and,  by  his 
own  admission,  he  has  never  wetted  a  line  in  it. 
On  the  other  hand,  my  knowledge  is  gained  from 


actual  experience,  as  regards  the  grayling,  at  any 
rate.  In  conclusion,  I  may  say  that  I  have  no 
interests  to  serve,  and  merely  write  of  things  as  I 
found  them. — Yours  truly.  Double  T. 


GOOD  PERCH-FISHING  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  greatly  obliged  to  you 
or  any  of  your  correspondents  who  could  recom- 
mend me  to  real  good  perch-fishing,  not  the  small 
perch  one  gets  at  the  English  Lakes,  where  I  was 
born  and  bred,  but  perch  running  up  to  6is  good 
as  rib.  to  31b.,  with  a  good  furnished  cottage  or 
lodgings  close  handy.  England  preferred,  especially 
Devon  or  Cornwall  direction. — Yours  truly, 

Eustace  Greg. 


FISHING  IN  THE  SCILLY  ISLES. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  obliged  if  you  or  any  of 
your  nimaerous  readers  can  give  me  a  few  hints  on 
the  matter  of  fishing  round  and  about  the  Scilly  Isles, 
St.  Mary's  in  particular. 

I  should  be  glad  to  know  with  what  tackle  I 
should  provide  myself  for  a  fortnight's  fishing  during 
the  latter  half  of  May  ;  also  what  fish  to  expect  and 
try  for.  These  islands,  from  inquiries,  appear  to 
me  to  be  but  little  known,  but  I  have  heard  that  for 
good  sport  they  are  not  easily  to  be  beaten. — 
Yours  truly,  H.  L.  B. 

HOW  TO   STAIN  GUT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  feel  very  much  obliged  if 
some  of  your  readers  could  give  me  some  details  in 
regard  to  staining  gut-casts  with  Judson's  dyes — 
that  is,  time  of  immersion,  temperature  of  solution, 
strength  of  solution.  In  speaking  of  staining  gut 
a  number  of  writers  merely  mention  Judson's  dyes 
as  a  good  medivmi,  but  go  no  further  into  the  sub- 
ject ;  and  as  one  is  told  by  one  writer  never  on 
any  accovmt  to  submit  gut  to  any  heated  solution, 
it  is  puzzling  to  know  how  to  proceed.  It  is  an 
important  subject,  a  weakened  or  imperfect  cast 
meaning  the  loss  on  many  occasions  of  the  sport 
of  an  afternoon. 

The  professionals,  I  believe,  use  Hsematoxylin 
(logwood  chips),  reacted  upon  by  sulphate  of  iron, 
or,  as  they  call  it,  ''  copperas,"  and  at  a  temperature 
of  150°  Fah.  One  writer  not  long  ago  to  your 
paper  described  this  process  very  well.  He  also 
spoke  of  the  probable  danger  in  using  Stephens' 
blue-black  ink,  owing  to  the  presence  of  phenol  in 
this  ink  (carbolic  acid),  which,  he  says,  is  added  to 
the  ink  to  preserve  it.  I  should  say  that  the  per- 
centage of  phenol  in  ink  was  very  small,  and  as  I 
have  kept  gut  and  kangaroo  tendon  ligatvires  in 
1-20  solution  of  phenol  for  months,  and  even  years, 
without  any  apparent  damage,  I  should  think  his 
idea  improbable.  I  have  found  that  trying  to 
stain  gut-casts  in  Stephens'  blue-black  ink  in  the 
cold  proved  unsatisfactory.  The  stain  does  not  by 
any  means  permeate  the  whole  thickness,  and  soon 
washes  out  almost  entirely,  and  I  cannot  possibly 
see  how  any  cold  solution  can  stain  such  a  sub- 
stance as  gut  in  any  way  permanently,  although 
this  is  the  way  recommended  by  many  writers. 
Apologising  for  trespassing  on  your  valuable  time. — - 
Yours  truly,  J.  E.  Langley. 

GOOD  QUIET  LAKE  TROUT-FISHING 
WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — If  "  Poverty  "  will  write  to  "  W.  J. 
Tliomas,  Mullingar,  W.  Meath,"  he  can  inform  him 
where  he  can  get  the  best  fishing  and  cheap  lodgings. 
May  Fly  on  about  May  1 8.  He  could  hire  a  boat,  if 
able  to  row. — Yours  truly,  R.  N.  T. 


SEA-FISHING  AT  WESTON-SUPER-MARE. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  feel  much  obliged  if  you 
could  give  me  any  information  about  sea-fishing 
at  Weston-super-Mare.  Is  there  good  fishing  from 
shore  or  pier  ?  What  are  the  best  months  for  same  ? 
also  tackle  ? — Yours  truly, 

John  V.  S.  Bennett. 


A  SEASIDE  HOLIDAY  ON  THE  EAST  COAST 
IN  JULY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  wanting  a  seaside  holiday  in 
July  on  the  East  Coast,  with  a  river  near  at  hand 
where  I  can  get  good  coarse-fishing,  and  shall  feel 
obliged  if  you  or  any  of  your  readers  can  advise 
me  of  such  a  place,  other  than  the  Norfolk  Broads. — 
Yours  truly,  J.  M.  Norman. 


TROUT-FISHING  IN  SOUTH  DEVON  IN 
AUGUST  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — May  I  ask,  through  the  medium  of 
your  columns,  which  is  the  best  trout-fishing 
locality  during  the  month  of  August  for  South 
Devon  ?  The  names  of  flies  would  also  oblige.  Is 
there  any  place  on  that  coast  where  good  sea-fishing 
may  be  obtained  from  beach  or  rocks  ?  Is  there 
any  near  Dawlish  or  Exmouth  ? — Yours  truly, 

H.  F.  R. 


BADGERS  IN  ENGLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — Under  this  heading  I  read  in  your 
paper  of  April  II  a  letter,  signed  "  William  Hearder," 
advocating  the  cruel,  cowardly  and  barbarouB 
(so-called)  sport  of  badger  "  drawing  "  and  "  bait- 
ing," etc.,  with  terriers.  Badgers,  be  it  noted  en 
passant,  being  comparatively  rare  in  England,  and, 
to  game,  etc.,  almost  harmless.  Too  often,  alas  ! 
such  plucky  terriers  are  more  or  less  cruelly  mauled 
if  not  disfigvired  for  life  by  the  unoflending  badgers 
in  or  out  of  their  strongholds,  as  the  case  may  be. 

The  dog  is  a  "  domestic  animal,"  according  to  law, 
and,  therefore,  on  the  charge  of  cruelty  to  animals 
(the  dog)  a  case,  at  instance  of  the  Society  for  Pre- 
vention of  Cruelty  to  Animals,  was  not  so  long  ago 
decided  in  a  law  court  against  the  owner  of  a  dog 
who  permitted  it  to  be  cruelly  hurt  in  "  drawing  " 
a  badger.  Such  (so-called)  "sport,"  moreover,  is 
decidedly  un-English. 

If  anyone  will  afford  me  proof  of  any  similar 
occurrences,  I,  for  one,  undertake  to  supply  this 
society  with  a  case,  which  I  know  it  will  certainly 
and  instantly  undertake  to  prosecute,  without 
respect  of  persons,  and  anywhere  in  the  kingdom. 

I  am  sure  you  will  report  it  in  the  Fishing  Oazette 
for  satisfaction,  if  not  warning,  of  Mr.  "  William 
Hearder  "  and  all  those  whom  it  may  concern. — 
Yours  truly,  T.  P.  Tomes. 

P.S. — I  am  also  sending  Mr.  Hearder's  letter  to 
the  society  (which  is  represented  at  Plymouth)  that 
his  proposed  so-called  "  sport  "  may  be  watched, 
in  view  of  illegality. 


AN  EYED  FLY-HOOK  OVER  100  YEARS  OLD. 

Dear  Sib, — I  have  to-day  got  the  enclosed 
creation  out  of  an  old  box  belonging  to  a  friend, 
and  send  it  to  you,  as  we  feel  sure  it  is  over  100 
years  old. — Yours  truly,  Oliver  Pbootbb. 

April  II,  1908. 

[It  is  a  hook  of  good  shape,  with  the  remains  of 
a  peacock-herl  fly  body  on  it,  and  a  fine  turned-up 
rather  large  metal  eye,  such  in  appearance  as  one 
sees  in  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  century 
plates  of  flies.  I  say  in  appearance,  because  some 
think  the  loop  was  always  made  of  bristle  or  gut. — 
Ed.] 


TROUTING  IN  GOTHA. 

Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  your  correspondent 
regarding  trouting  near  Gotha,  I  don't  know  about 
Gotha  itself,  but  the  whole  of  Thuringia  is  a  good 
trout-fishing  district.  The  River  Schwarza  can  b( 
fished  either  from  the  hotel  at  Schwarza  itself  (8 
rather  first-class  hotel)  or  from  a  very  unpretendinp 
and  cheap  inn  at  Mellenbach,  a  few  miles  further  up 
the  river.  I  forget  the  exact  names  of  the  hoteli- 
as  my  guide-books  are  not  available.  I  have  been 
there.  Don't  use  too  small  flies  in  Germany, 
except  in  very  hot  weather. — Yours  truly,  I 

R.  W.  Vbbnon. 


TROUT-PLIES  FOR]  SWISS  LAKES. 

Dear  Sir, — -I  should  be  obliged  if  you  or  any  o 
your  readers  could  inform  me  as  to  the  best  trout 
flies  for  the  Swiss  lakes.  I  understand  that  Midgef 
are  best. — Yours  truly,  R.  E.  W. 

ANGLING  IN  NORTH-EAST  KENT. 
Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "  Ernest  Phillips  "  ii 
your  issue  of  April  4,  there  is  some  good  trout-fishinf 
at  Fordwich,  about  two  miles  from  Canterbury- 
fly-fishing  and  spinning  only.  The  trout-fishinj 
is  limited  to  holders  of  season  tickets  only,  the  fee 
for  which-is  one  guinea  per  season.  (A  trout  of  41b 
was  taken  this  morning,  April  10.)  With  regarc 
to  general  fishing,  there  is  a  good  prospect  of  f 
successful  season  ;  the  river  from  Fordwich  t( 
below  Grove  Ferry  is  well  stocked  with  fish  ;  thi 
keeper  says  it  is  as  good  as  he  has  seen  it  for  somt 
years.  There  is  also  some  good  rudd  fishing  (free 
in  the  marshes  between  Faversham  and  Whitstable 
I  shall  be  pleased  to  give  Mr.  E.  Phillips  any  furthe 
information. — Yours  truly,     W.  Appleton, 

Hon.  Sec.  Model  Angling  Society 
Model  Tavern,  Canterbury. 

TROUT-FISHING  IN  WALES. 

Dear  Sib, — In  view  of  a  proposed  excureioi 
through  Wales  with  rod  and  cycle,  I  shall  be  gratefu 
for  replies  to  the  following  questions  : — 1.  Is  a  trou 
licence  (apart  from  permission  to  fish  in  any  par 
ticular  water)  necessary  ?  2.  Can  one  such  licenci 
be  "obtained  (and,  if  so,  where  ?)  to  cover  the  whoL 
tour  ?  3.  If  not,  must  such  a  licence  be  obtaine< 
in  each  county  or  district  passed  through  in  th' 
course  of  the  tour  ? — Yours  truly,  G.  R.  Browne. 

{Several  letters  a/re  held  over.) 


I 
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Provinces. 
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be  taken  of  such  communications. 
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to  The  Fishing  Gazette,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House, 
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page). 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
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House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 
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SATURDAY,  APEIL  25,  1908. 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR, 


The  1908  Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Tournament 

The  Preliminary  Programme  of  the  Rules  and 
Competitions  of  the  Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Tourna- 
ment will  I  be  published  next  week. 


Badgworthy  Water. 
Mr.  J.  P.  Taylor  writes  : — 

"  Badgworthy  water  (nearest  station,  Lynton). — 
Now  that  many  anglers  wUl  be  going  to  this 
district,  I  should  like  to  remind  them  that  wading 
is  not  allowed,  and  that  careful  inquiry  should  be 
made  as  to  which  stream  to  fish.  Anglers  must 
take  out  a  shilling  ticket  at  Parsonage  Farm, 
Malmsmead,  at  which  point  the  Lyn  (there  called 
the  '  Oare  water  ')  and  Badgworthy  meet.  There  are 
plenty  of  fish,  but  I  found  them  mostly  small.  Fly 
only  is  allowed." 

A  Hampshire  Spot  for  Fishing  and  Trout 
Breeding  For  Sale. 

Messrs.  Gudgeon  and  Sons,  the  well-known 
Winchester  auctioneers,  will  sell  by  auction  on 
Monday,  April  27,  at  the  Coach  and  Horses,  Sutton 
Scotney  (five  and  a  half  mUes  south  of  Whitchm-ch), 
"  a  place  of  great  beauty  and  especial  interest  to 
lovers  of  fishing  and  trout  breeding."  The  property 
is  about  ten  acres  in  size.  Also  there  are  ten  plots 
of  eligible  building  land  and  a  good  residence 
known  as  "  The  Bungalow  "  for  sale  at  the  same 
time. 


The  Wye  Valley  Trout  Farm. 

In  my  note  about  this  last  week  I  ought  to  have 
mentioned  that  the  originator  of  the  Wye  VaUey 
Trout  Farm  is  Mr.  M.  David,  whose  partner, 
Captain  Evans,  took  the  two-year-olds  to  Lake 
Vymwy  recently. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Preservation  of  the  Avon  near  Bristol. 

It  is  good  news  to  hear  that  the  anglers  of 
Bristol  and  district  are  making  a  strong  effort  to 
form  a  preservation  society  for  waters  in  their 
district,  including  of  course  the  Avon.  Mr.  George  | 
Wathen,  the  president  of  the  Bristol  and  District 
Anglers'  Association,  is  a  very  keen  promoter  of 
the  movement,  and  invited  Mr.  J.  V.  Ejtc,  secre- 
tary of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society, 
to  give  them  an  account  of  the  work  of  the 
T.A.P.S.,  and  Mr.  Eyre  went  to  Bristol  "and  gave 
some  very  useful  suggestions. 


A  Trout  of  2}  lb.  Breaks  an  Angler's  Line,  and 
then  Re-knots  it  and  is  Landed ! 

Mr.  Charles  L.  Hall,  of  Bedford,  sends  me  the 
following  genuine  account  of  an  extraordinary 
adventure  which  occurred  to  him  when  fishing 
recently.  It  is  about  one  of  the  best  true  fishing 
tales  I  ever  heard.  It  really  looks  as  though 
Mr.  C.  L.  Hall's  trout,  after  breaking  the  gut,  did 
what  our  American  friends  call  a  "  stunt  "  and 
knotted  it  together.  It  is  a  pity  Mr.  Hall  did  not 
make  a  more  careful  examination  as  to  how  the  fish 
made  the  knot.  When  in  the  history  of  the  world  are 
we  likely  again  to  get  the  straight  tip  from  a  trout 
as  to  how  a  gut  knot  should  be  made  !  But  here 
is  Mr.  Hall's  letter,  with  reproductions  of  his  rough 
sketches  : — 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  have  something  to  say  which  I 
flatter  myself  may  prove  interesting  to  you.  On 
April  9  I  was  spinning  with  a  2|in.  silver  solid 
heavy  Devon  when  I  hooked  and  netted  a  trout  of 
251b.  To  my  surprise,  when  I  came  to  take  the 
fish  off,  the  tube  of  the  Devon  was  missing.  On 
examining  the  gut  trace  I  found  that  it  had  parted 
about  five  inches  above  the  bait  and  was  re-knotted 
sufficiently  to  enable  me  to  seciure  the  fish,  about 
two  inches  of  the  lower  part  sticking  out  thus — 


It  has  exercised  my  mind  for  some  time  to  account 
for  this,  and  I  can  only  form  one  conclusion,  on 
which — whether  right  or  wrong — I  should  like 
to  have  your  opinion.  The  fish  was  very  lively — 
it  leaped  five  times.  The  Devon  tube,  as  you  are 
aware,  is  slit  to  receive  the  side  triangles.  In  one 
of  the  springs,  might  not  the  fish  have  formed  a 
loop,  carrying  the  tube  and  entangling  the  gut 
thus — 


the  gut  being  in  the  slit  and  bearing  upon  the 
metal  at  the  top  of  the  slit,  which,  by  the  way,  is 
rather  sharp,  and  should  be  bevelled  or  rounded — 
(a  hint  for  the  makers)  ?  Another  leap  and  the 
tube  might  cut  itself  loose.  The  accidental 
knot  may  or  may  not  have  drawn  up  to  within 
an  inch  or  two  of  the  jji'ojecting  end,  and  then 
jammed  sufficiently  to  require  a  strong  pull  on 
my  part  to  get  it  asunder.  The  tube  was 
nowhere  to  be  found,  though  I  searched  the 
bank  carefully,  on  which  was  nothing  but  short 
grass.  The  water  deepened  gradually  to  about 
two  feet  at  a  distance  of  six  yards  from  the  bank. 
This  I  searched  carefully  by  means  of  a  boat,  the 
water  being  very  clear.  I  therefore  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  tube  came  off  in  deep  water. 
It  seems  a  most  extraordinary  occurrence,  but 
perhaps  a  similar  thing  (minus  the  re-knotting) 
may  have  often  occurred  to  others,  when  the 
inference  would  be  a  rotten  cast  parting.  I  hope 
I  have  made  the  case  fairly  clear  to  you ;  my 
rough  sketches  are,  I  fear,  very  indifferent.  I 
enclose  you  the  lower  part  of  the  trace.  You  will 
find  it  shows  evidence  of  a  tangle  by  the  twist." 

The  Salmon  Season  in  1907.  ! 

In  the  latest  of  his  always  interesting  and  in- 
structive  accounts   of    salmon    fishing    in    the  | 
United  Kingdom  (referred  to  on  another  page),  ! 
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Mr.  Henry  Ffennell  says  : — "  I  really  believe  that 
there  are  as  fine  and  better  salmon  in  our  rivers 
and  seas  than  have  ever  yet  been  caught."  Mr. 
Ffennell  hoped  that  he  might  have  had  the  satis- 
faction of  recording  a  "  real  leviathan,"  but  no 
record  was  beaten  last  year. 

A  House  and  Fishing  to  Let  on  the  River  Monnow. 

A  friend,  a  very  keen  angler,  who  regrets  to  have 
to  give  it  up,  tells  me  that  he  is  letting  his  house 
for  three  years,  with  stable,  motor-house,  an  acre 
of  garden,  and  seven  acres  of  pasture  land.  It  is 
in  a  lovely  district,  and  the  rent,  JESo,  includes  the 
exclusive  right  of  fishing  on  nearly  a  mile  of 
capital  trout  and  grayling  fishing  on  the  Monnow, 
strictly  preserved.  I  wish  I  could  take  it.  I  will 
forward  to  my  friend  any  inquiries  from  anglers 
really  requiring  such  a  place.  I  need  hardly  say  I 
have  no  interest  in  letting  it. 


Fishing  in  North  Northumberland. 

Mr.  J.  .1.  Hardy,  whose  health  has,  I  regret  to 
say,  not  been  up  to  the  mark  recently  after 
influenza — in  fact,  he  is  obliged  to  give  up  his 
Easter  fishing  on  the  Tweed — kindly  sends  me  the 
following  note  : — 

"I  notice  a  letter  about  fishing  in  North 
Northumberland  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  April  11, 
and  I  do  not  know  what  people  want.  We  have 
lots  of  people  who  write  to  us  asking  us  if  we  can 
find  them  some  paradise  which  is  perfectly  free, 
but  people  should  know  nowadays  that  there  is  no 
free  fishing  where  fish  can  be  got  in  any  quantity 
by  a  novice.  All  fishing  of  any  value  is,  as  you 
know  (where  not  enjoyed  by  the  owner),  let  for  the 
purpose  of  revenue.  No  doubt  in  far  away  places 
— that  is  to  say,  not  within  thirty  miles  of  a  town 
of  10,000  inhabitants — there  are  still  a  few  places, 
but  they  are  so  bad  to  get  at,  and  the  facilities  for 


sending  fish  home  are  very  poor ;  but  after  all  is  said 
and  done,  what  do  you  think  of  this?  Here  in 
the  Aln,  which  may  be  fished  for  2s.  6d.  a  day  or 
10s.  a  week,  anglers  are  making  baskets  of  a 
dozen  to  thirty  fish  in  a  few  hours,  most  of  the 
fish  running  fully  9in.  I  have  no  doubt  that  in 
the  Coquet  fair  baskets  are  also  being  made,  'and 
also  in  such  parts  of  the  Till  as  are  free,  but  it 
naturally  requires  a  man  to  have  a  good  knowledge 
of  approach  and  able  to  cast  a  neat  fly.  A  person 
with  these  qualifications  may  roam  about  over  the 
free  waters  in  the  north  of  Northumberland  and 
be  able  to  get  fair  baskets,  such  as  should 
content  any  moderate  man.  My  nephew,  Harold 
Hardy,  got  twenty-six  beauties  of  jlb.  each  in 
three  hours  last  week." 


Are  They  Bigger  in  Ireland? 

An  angling  friend  writes  : — 

"  I  was  in  Ireland  last  year,  but  with  no  rod. 
I  was  told  that  the  roach,  tench,  and  perch  are 
much  larger  than  over  here.  Do  you  think  this  is 
so  ■?  if  it  is  I  shall  hope  to  go  next  autumn." 

There  are  no  roach  in  Ireland,  but  plenty  of 
rudd,  which  do  not  grow  bigger  than  our  rudd. 
The  late  Judge  O'Connor  Morris  used  to  look  in 
and  have  a  chat  occasionally.  He  told  me  he  had 
some  big  tench  in  ponds  at  his  place  in  Ireland, 
and  sent  me  some  on  one  occasion,  but  I  do  not 
think  there  was  a  fish  over  31b.  I  have  seen 
English  perch  of  5lb.,  and  I  never  heard  of  big 
perch  being  plentiful  in  Ireland. 

Impossible  for  us  to  be  Responsible  for 
Advertisers,  But  we  Do  our  Best. 

Occasionally — I  am  glad  to  say  very  occasionally 
— a  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  who  has  sent 
money  for  goods  advertised  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
writes  to  say  he  cannot  get  them,  and  only  some 
unsatisfactory  excuse,  or  none  at  all.  Where  our 
readers  have  really  good  cause  for  complaint,  I 
hope  they  will  let  me  know,  as  I  want  no  adver- 
tisements from  advertisers  who  do  not  do  the  fair 
and  square  thing. 
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York  District  Sea  Anglers'  Club. 

A  club  has  been  formed  with  the  above  title,  the 
suggestion  having  been  very  favourably  received 
by  local  enthusiasts,  and  it  is  intended  to  leave  the 
membership  open  for  some  time  yet,  and  to  include 
as  wide  a  district  as  can  conveniently  be  managed. 
Headquarters :  Jubilee  Hotel,  Leeman-road,  York. 
Officers  appointed :  President,  Mr.  J.  Croft ; 
treasurer,  Mr.  J.  T.  Atkinson;  hon.  sec,  Mr. 
C.  E.  Harling.  Fishing  excursions  will  be 
arranged  to  popular  resorts  on  the  East  Coast 
and  elsewhere,  with  holiday  trips  for  suitable 
intervals.  Several  special  prizes  have  already  been 
promised  for  competition.  Operations  will  com- 
mence in  June  next,  and  a  successful  season  is 
confidently  and  eagerly  anticipated. 

A  Suggestion  for  Sea  Anglers. 

Mr.  L.  W.  Kennerley,  publisher  of  the  Sporting 
Life,  called  on  me  the  other  day  and  showed  me  a 
sea  lead  which  he  uses  and  finds  satisfactory.  It 
will  be  seen  from  the  illustrations  that  the  line  is 
attached  at  the  base  instead  of  at  the  point  of  the 


•Fig.  1. 


Fig.  3. — Tbiangular  Lead. 

cone-shaped  lead,  the  object  being  to  get  a  better 
grip  on  the  sand,  as  instead  of  sliding  over  it  the 
edge  of  the  lead  is  pulled  into  and  against  the  sand. 
Mr.  K.  is  a  keen  angler,  and  hopes  his  "  trivial 
suggestion  "  may  prove  useful. 

"The  Angler's  Diary  and  Tourist 
Fisherman's  Gazetteer."* 

"  In  so  great  a  mass  of  information  as  is  herein 
contained,  it  is  inevitable  that  some  inaccuracies 
will  have  crept  in.  The  editor  will  feel  much 
obliged  to  his  readers  if,  when  they  discover  any 
statement  requiring  any  correction  or  emendation, 
they  will  forward  such,  correction  to  the  editor." 
The  forty-second  annual  issue  of  this  famous  little 
book  is  now  ready.  I  think  the  notice  I  have 
quoted  is  almost  the  first  of  the  kind  which  has 
ever  appeared  asking  for  coiTections,  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  anglers  will  respond,  and  thus  add 
to  the  value  of  this  indispensable  little  guide  to 
fishing  places  at  home  and  abroad.  The  cost  of 
production  would  be  reduced  very  considerably  and 
the  value  of  the  work  greatly  increased  if  all  the 
practically  useless  information  were  cut  out.  I 
believe  it  was  my  old  friend,  the  late  Greville 
Fennell,  who  was  responsible  for  the  introduction 
into  the  Diary  of  miles  of  stuff  made  up  from  the 
Ordnance  Map.  Here  is  an  instance  taken  quite 
haphazard  :  — 

"Gainsborough  (Lincoln).  —  G.N.E.  Trent; 
pike,  perch,  roach,  chub  (c.s.).  Trent  rises  in  a 
reservoir  by  the  railway,  1  m.  N.  from  Black  Bull 
station,  runs  1  m.  to  a  large  reservoir  1  ■»^.  E.  from 
Black  Bull.  4  m.  down,  at  Milton,  Foxley  brook 
joins  on  right  bank.  Foxley  rises  1  m.  above 
Black  Bull,  runs  3  m.  to  Ford  Green,  and  Trent 
and  Milton,  1  m.  Trent  runs  to  Bucknall,  2  m., 
where  a  short  stream,  r\mning  out  of  a  large  mill 
head,  1  m.  up,  joins  on  left  bank,  and  Stoke,  2  m. 
Here  Fowler  brook  joins  on  right  bank.  Fowler 

*  The  new  edition  is  ready,  and  can  be  had,  post 
free,  for  Is.  8d.  of  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


rises  in  Bath  pool,  7  w.  above  Tunstall,  runs 
thence  to  Burslem,  1  m.,  Hanley,  2  m.,  and  Stoke, 
2  m.  1  m.  down  Trent,  at  Fenton,  is  the  drainings 
on  left  bank  of  a  large  pond  by  the  railway,  1  m. 
up.  Trent  runs  2  m.  to  Hanford,  2  m.  N.W.  from 
Trentham,  and  here  Lyme  joins  on  right  bank. 
Lyme  rises  in  a  couple  of  ponds  on  the  racecourse, 
2  m.  N.W.  from  Newcastle,  and  runs  through  that 
place  and  joins  Trent  3  m.  down.  Trent  runs  1  m. 
to  Trentham  Park,  Trentham  station  being  1  m.  off 
on  left  bank  ;  here  Northwood  brook  joins  on  right 
bank.  Northwood  rises  in  Keel  Hall  Park  lakes, 
2  m.  S.W.  from  Newcastle,  and  3  m.  down  waters 
a  lake  in  Trentham  Park ;  ust  below  this  lake  a 
stream  joins  the  outflow  on  the  right  bank,  drain- 
ing some  ponds  at  Hanchurch  farm,  1  m.  up.  ^  m. 
down,  Northwood  joins  Trent.  Just  here  Long- 
ton  brook  joins  Trent  on  left  bank.  Longton 
rises  in  Park  Hall  lake,  1  in.  above  Longton, 
and  2  m.  down  is  joined  on  left  bank  by 
a  brook  2  m.  long,  working  several  mills.  Longton 
runs  to  Trentham  station,  2  m.,  and  Trent,  1  m. 
Trent  now  waters  the  large  lake,  1  m.  long,  iri 
Trentham  Park.  1  m.  down  Trent,  Barlaston  being 
1  m.  off  on  left  bank,  a  brook  joins  on  left  bank 
draining  Barlaston  Park  lakes,  1  to.  up.  Trent 
runs  to  Stone,  4  m.  Here  Filly  brook,  4  ttf..  long, 
joins  on  right  bank,  and  Moddershall  brook,' which 
rises  in  Moddershall  Mill  ponds,  2  vi.  S.E.  from 
Stone,  and  is  3  m.  long,  working  some  mills,  joins 
on  right  bank.  Trent  runs  7  m.  to  Weston,  and 
here  Gayton  brook,  4  m.  long,  joins  on  left  bank. 
5  m.  down,  at  Great  Haywood,  1  m.  N.W.  from 
Colwich  (fishing  very  good;  roach,  pike,  chub, 
trout ;  preserved  below  by  Mr.  L.  Morgan),  Sow 
joins  Trent  on  right  bank." 

And  so  it  goes  on  for  six  pages  about  the  Gains- 
borough district.  I  think  most  anglers  will  agree 
with  me  that  the  only  bit  of  really  useful  informa- 
tion is  that  after  the  word  "  Colwich."  What  an 
angler  wants  to  know  is  what  kind  of  fishing  there 
is  at  or  near  a  place,  and  whether  private,  free,  or 
available  by  payment  for  tickets.  Fortunately,  in 
a  great  many  cases  the  Diary  gives  this  informa- 
tion under  the  name  of  the  place  in  the  alphabeti- 
cal list,  but  very  often  it  merely  repeats  the  Ord- 
nance Map.  For  instance,  if  you  turn  to  "  Tren- 
tham," you  are  told  nothing  about  the  fishing,  and 
simply  referred  back  to  "  Gainsborough." 

In  spite  of  these  absolutely  unnecessary  defects, 
which  could  be  cut  out  with  advantage  to  every- 
one, the  "  Angler's  Diary "  is  the  only  general 
work  of  the  kind,  and  will  be  indispensable  until 
someone  brings  out  an  up-to-date  work  of  the 
kind— and  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  see  the  angling 
companion  of  almost  one's  lifetime  supplanted.  I 
owe  many  and  many  a  delightful  angling  holiday 
to  "  information  received  "  from  it. 

To  Angling  Club  Secretaries. 

With  a  view  to  get  out  a  set  of  rules  to  aid  in 
the  formation  of  angling  clubs  and  river  and  lake 
preservation  associations,  I  should  be  much  obliged 
if  club  secretaries  would  send  me  two  copies  of  their 
rules.  I  am  continually  being  asked  for  copies  of 
club  rules,  and  a  collection  of  rules  (from  which 
those  suitable  for  particular  cases  can  be  selected) 
will  be  very  useful.  Po.  B.  Marston. 


EECOED  OF  ANGLING  ON  THUESO 
EIVEE  DUEING  SEASON  1908. 

On  Jan.  17,  Wm.  Finlayson  had  one  fish,  15lb. ; 
21st,  Wm.  Finlayson,  one,  171b.,  and  John  Black, 
one,  131b.  ;  29th,  William  Miller,  one,  151b.  Total 
for  January,  four  fish,  601b. 

On  Feb.  6,  George  Irvine,  on  No.  1  Beat,  had  two 
fish,  71b.  and  81b. ;  7th,  William  Miller,  one,  28ilb. ; 
8th,  John  Black,  two,  lO^lh.  and  141b. ;  10th, 
William  Miller,  one,  71b.  ;  12th,  William  Finlay- 
son, one,  81b. ;  14th,  John  Leed  one,  5ilb.  ;  15th, 
William  Miller,  one,  81b.;  17th,  James  Munro,  one. 
Sib. ;  18th,  William  Miller,  one,  7^1b.  Total  for 
February,  eleven  fish,  1221b. 

On  March  2,  William  Miller  had  one  fish,  191b., 
and  Colonel  Horne,  one,  121b. ;  4th,  Sheriff  Stuart, 
one,  71b. ;  John  Black,  one,  171b. ;  and  William 
Miller,  one,  101b. ;  5th,  Colonel  Home,  on  No.  7 
Beat,  one,  81b.,  and  William  Miller,  one,  181b. ;  6th, 
William  Miller,  two,  201b.  and  I4ilb.  ;  7th,  Sheriff 
Stuart,  two,  181b.  and  71b.,  and  John  Black,  on 
No.  2  Beat,  one,  91b. ;  11th,  William  Finlayson,  on 
No.  6  Beat,  one,  81b.,  and  William  Miller,  on  No. 
7  Beat,  one,  51b. ;  12th,  David  Black,  one,  121b. ; 


William  Miller,  on  No.  6  Beat,  one,  241b. ;  and 
John  Black,  on  No.  8  Beat,  one,  6ilb. ;  13th, 
William   Finlayson,  on  No.  6   Beat,  one  71b 
and    John  Black,  one,   71b.,   and   on  16th,  on 
No.  3  Beat,  one,  7ilb. ;  William  Finlayson,  on 
No.    6  Beat,  one,  71b.,  and  on  17th,  on  No 
5  Beat,  two,  71b.  and  7|lb.,  and  William  Miller' 
on   No.   6  Beat,  7ilb.  and  81b.,  and  on  18th 
on  No.  7  Beat,  two,  121b.  and  91b.,  and  Johr( 
Black,  on  No.  4  Beat,  one,  71b. ;  19th,  William 
Miller,  on  No.  6  Beat,  one,  171b. ;  20th,  Nicol 
McNicol,  on  No.  3  Beat,  one,  81b. ;  John  Black 
on  No.  4  Beat,  one,  51b. ;  and  William  Finlayson' 
on  Beat  No.  6,  one,  71b. ;  21st,  William  Finlayson' 
on  Beat  No.  5,  one,  l^Xh.,  and  John  Black,  on 
Beat  No.  3,  one,  101b. ;  28rd,  William  Finlayson,  on 
Beat  No.  6,  one,  l^\h. ;  24th,  William  Finlayson  on 
Beat  No.  5,  one,  151b. ;  27th,  William  Finlayson 
on  Beat  No.  6,  two,  171b.  and  -41b.,  and  William 
Miller,  on  Beat  No.  7,  two,  171b.  and  21  lb.  ;  28th 
James  Munro,  one,  71b.,  and  William  Finlayson' 
on  Beat  No.  6,  two,  7-ilb.  and  7ilb. ;  William 
Miller,  on  Beat  No.  7,  one,  71b ;  30th,  David  Black 
three,  151b.,  91b.,  and  71b. ;   William  Finlayson! 
one,  71b. ;  William  MUler,  on  Beat  No  7  two 
6ilb.  and  7Alb.    Total  for  March,  fifty  fish,  518ilb' 
On  April  1,  F.  Arkwright;  on  Beat  No.  8,  had 
three  fish,  7ilb.,  91b.,  and  231b. ;  William  Fin- 
layson, on  Beat  No.  6,   one,    7Ib.,  and  John 
Black,  on  Beat  No.  4,  one,  9ilb. ;  2nd,  William 
Finlayson,  on   Beat   No.   5,  one,  181b.;  John 
Black,  on  Beat  No.  4,  one,  71b. ;  F.  Arkwright 
on    Loch  Beg,   one,  121b.;  3rd,   F.  Arkwright! 
on  Beat  No.  7,  one,  S^lb. ;  4th,  F.  Arkwright, 
on   Beat  No.  6,   two,   22ilb.   and  7^1b. ;  6th 
F.  Arkwright,  on  Beat  No.  7,  two,  S^lb.  and 
6Jlb. ;  William  Finlayson,  on  Beat  No.  5,  one, 
161b. ;  7th,  F.  Arkwright,  on  Beat  No.  8,  one,  171b.  ■ 
John  Leed,  on  Beat  No.  1,  one,  9ilb. ;  John  Black' 
on  Beat  No.  3,  one,  191b.  ;  8th,  F.  Arkwright,  on 
Beat  No.  7,  two,  61b.  and  IQilb. ;  9th,  F.  Ark- 
wright, on  Loch  Beg,  one,  81b.,  and  on  Beat  No.  8 
one,  17ilb. ;  Herbert  Greg,  on  Beat  No.  7,  one, 
101b. ;  10th,  F.  Arkwright,  on  Beat  No.  8,  two,  201b 
and  71b. ;  H.  Greg,  on  Loch  Beg,  two,  151b.  and 
71b. ;  William  Finlayson,  on  Beat  No.  5,  one,  201b. ; 
11th,  Herbert  Greg,  on  Beat  No.  8,  one,  171b. ;  18th! 
Herbert  Greg,  on  Beat  No.  9,  four,  101b.,  91b  ' 
91b.,  and  71b.;   P.  Arkwright,   on   Beat  No  S 
three,  161b.,  11  lb.,  and  8Jlb. ;  14th,  P.  Arkwright' 
on  Beat  No.  8,  one,  16^1b. ;   Herbert  Greg,  on 
Beat  No.  9,  two,  141b.  and  71b.    Total  to  April  14 
thirty-eight  fish,  4891b.    Grand  Total,  103  fish' 
1139ilb,  ' 


"  OTTEES  AND  OTTEE  HUNTING." 

From  Mr.  L.  Upcott  Gill,  London,  we  have 
received  "  Otters  and  Otter  Hunting,"  illustrated 
from  photographs,  and  with  a  map  showing 
British  otter  hunts  and  kennels,  by  L.  C.  E. 
Cameron. 

The  author  tells  us  that  this  is  the  first  book 
"  that  has  been  issued  exclusively  on  that  fas- 
cinating beast,  the  otter  "■ — which  is  very  sur- 
prising—but better  late  than  never ;  for  here  is  a 
book  at  last  that  tells  us  all  about  the  little  animal 
and  the  "fascinating  sport"  of  hunting  him. 
The  book  is  uncommonly  interesting  to  an  out- 
sider, and  seems  to  contain  so  much  matter  of  an 
authoritative  kind  from  a  master  hand — one  who 
has  lived  and  moved  and  had  his  being  among 
otters  all  his  days— that  it  must  be  invaluable  for 
those  whose  lines  are  cast  in  the  pleasant  places 
where  otters  most  do  congregate,  and  who  take 
delight  in  the  sport  of  hunting  him. 

Even  the  otter  is  not  quite  such  a  "  villainous 
little  vermin  "  as  Izaak  Walton  painted  him.  He 
would  have  it  that  "  all  men  who  kept  otter  dogs 
ought  to  have  pensions  from  the  King  to  encourage 
them  to  destroy  the  breed,  because  they  do  so 
much  mischief."  Well,  now,  that  would  have  been 
a  pity,  because  if  the  breed  had  been  destroyed  in 
Izaak's  days,  there  would  have  been  a  "  fascinating 
sport  "  lost  to  sportsmen  of  the  present  generation. 
Otters,  it  appears,  do  not  live  solely  on  fine  fat 
trout,  as  Izaak  Walton  implies.  Their  taste  is 
more  cosmopolitan — they  like  young  rabbits  and 
frogs,  and  all  sorts  of  land  things,  such  as  poultry 
and  ducks;  and  Gilbert  White  says  they  are  "car- 
nivorous as  well  as  piscivorous."  They  like  all 
kinds  of  "  coarse  fish  "  quite  as  well  as  trout ;  in 
short,  they  are  useful  in  their  way,  and  must  be 
preserved,  if  only  to  keep  up  a  gentlemanly  sport 
in  summer  when  other  hunting  sports  are  off. 
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THE  NEW  MONTHLY— THE 
"COUNTEY  HOME." 


Messrs.  Archibald  Constabl'e  and  Co.  have 
just  published  No.  1,  for  May,  of  a  charming  new 
sixpenny  net  monthly  magazine  called  the  Country 
Home.  Its  objects  are  explained  in  the  following 
extracts  from  the  preface  : — 

"  Love  of  the  coimtry  has  long  been  a  charac- 
teristic of  the  English  people.  Where  do  strenuous 
professional  and  business  men  live  ? — if  they  can. 
In  the  country ;  while  if  this  is  not  possible  they 
get  what  relaxation  they  may  in  their  week-end 
cottages.  Others,  still  less  happily  placed,  choose 
the  outskirts  of  the  town  for  their  dwelling-places 
until  it  is  difficult  to  say  where  the  suburbs  end 
and  the  country  begins. 

"  There  are,  moreover,  many  besides  who  prefer 
to  live  or  get  their  living  altogether  in  the  country, 
and  others,  again,  who  turn  to  their  garden  and 
poultry  yard,  to  their  greenhouses  and  beehives  for 
pleasure,  or  who  look  upon  them  as  an  interesting 
means  of  adding  to  their  income. 

"  To  all  these  who  have  a  common  interest  in 
the  country,  the  magazine  will  appeal.  Illustrated 
articles  on  interesting  and  pretty  homes  with  their 
surroundings  will  always  be  a  special  feature,  while 
space  will  be  devoted  to  Natural  History,  Rural 
Industries,  and  Country  Customs.  The  columns 
and  articles  respectively  devoted  to  garden  and 
greenhouse,  to  poultry,  to  insect  pests,  and  to  the 
planning  of  cottages  and  buildings  will  not  only 
have  a  passing  interest  but  will  be  of  definite 
practical  value.  The  interior  of  the  country  home 
will  receive  its  fair  share  of  attention." 

The  Country  Home  is  produced  in  very  attractive 
style  and  is  well  illustrated.  Our  fly-tying  readers 
will  be  specially  interested  in  an  article  entitled, 
"  New  Eules  for  Breeders— The  Method  of 
Mendel,"  by  A.  D.  Darbishire,  from  which  the 
following  extract  is  taken : — 

The  Famous  Case  of  the  Andalusian 
"  In  the  two  cases  we  have  been  considering  so 
far,  the  hybrid  bore  the  character  of  one  of  the 
two  parents.  But  this  is  not  always  the  case. 
The  hydrid  may  be  different  from  either  parent, 
and  this  may  happen  in  two  ways ;  it  may  either 
be  intermediate  between  the  parents,  and  partake 
of  the  character  of  both  of  them,  or  it  may  be 
widely  different  from  either,  and  partake  of  the 
character  of  some  remote  ancestor,  as  in  the  cases 
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of  so-called  reversion  on  crossing.  When  either  of 
these  two  things  is  the  case  we  have  not  to  breed 
from  the  individuals  which  form  75  per  cent,  of 
to  find  out  which  of  them  are  hybrid  and  which 
dominant  (as  in  the  case  of  ffce  Peas),  because  they 
differ  from  one  another  in  external  features :  the 
hybrids  being  like  their  parents,  the  dominants 
like  their  dominant  grandparents. 

"  Let  us  now  look  at  the  famous  case  of  the 
Andalusian — a  slaty  blue  variety  of  fowl.  This 
will  illustrate  a  case  of  an  intermediate  hybrid, 
and  show  how  familiarity  with  Mendelian  pheno- 
mena only  helps  us  to  deal  with  a  practical  problem 
in  breeding.  Suppose  that  you  are  not  familiar 
with  Mendelian  phenomena  and  principles.  Sup- 
pose that,  with  a  view  to  breeding  Andalusian 
fowls,  you  buy  a  cock  and  a  hen  for  a  fancy  price 
from  the  most  reliable  source  that  you  can  hear  of, 
and  that  you  receive  the  assurance  from  the  seller 
that  the  two  birds  are  from  the  truest  strain  of 
Andalusians  that  exists.  You  will  be  surprised  to 
find  that  the  offspring  of  your  pair  of  Andalusians 
are  not  all  Andalusians  ;  in  fact,  that  only  half  of 
them  are,  the  remaining  half  being  made  up  of 
Blacks  and  Whites  in '  about  equal  nvmabers. 
You  will  probably  attribute  the  heterogeneity 
of    the     progeny    of     this     pair     to  some 


impurity  in  their  ancestry.  You  will  get  rid 
of  the  Blacks  and  Whites  by  selling  them 
for  eating  purposes,  and  breed  from  the  few 
Andalusians  which  you  have  raised,  in  the 
hope  that,  as  they  at  least,  to  your  own  personal 
knowledge,  have  two  Andalusian  parents,  they  will 
be  more  likely  to  breed  true  than  the  original  pair, 
whose  inability  to  do  so  you  will  secretly  put  down 
to  the  dishonesty  of  the  man  who  sold  them  to 
you.  But  you  will  have  no  better  luck  in  the 
second  generation.  Your  Andalusians  will  pro- 
duce, as  before,  a  mixed  population  of  fowls, 
consisting,  as  before,  of  twenty-five  per  cent. 
Blacks,  fifty  per  cent.  Andalusians,  and  twenty- 
five  per  cent.  Whites.  And  if,  in  the  hope 
that  by  continuing  to  breed  from  the  Anda- 
lusians you  will  ultimately  '  breed  out '  the 
Black  and  White  blood,  you  mate  these  Anda- 
lusians together,  the  result  will  be  the  same 
as  before ;  and  you  will  ultimately  have  to  face 
the  fact  that  by  mating  Andalusians  together 
you  can  never  get  more  than  half  their  offspring 
like  their  parents.  Now  suppose  you  were  to  tell 
the  tale  of.  your  discouragements  and  trials  to  one 
who  was  familiar  with  Mendelian  phenomena  and 
principles,  he  would  have  something  of  the  follow- 
ing kind  to  say  to  you  :  '  It  is  evident  from  what 
you  have  told  me  that  you  have  got  hold  of  a  most 
beautiful  example  of  the  Mendelian  phenomenon. 
The  proportions  in  which  the  three  forms  occur 
amongst  the  offspring  produced  by  mating  your 
Andalusians  suggests  that  the  Andalusian  is  a 
hybrid  form,  and  that  the  Blacks  and  Whites  are 
the  two  pure  forms  which  gave  rise  to  it.  If  you 
take  my  tip,  you  will  keep  some  of  these  Blacks 
and  Whites,  which  you  are  now  selling  at  a 
wretched  price  for  eating  purposes,  cross  them, 
and,  unless  I  am  very  much  mistaken,  all  the  ofi'- 
spring  thus  produced  —  the  hybrids  —  will  be 
Andalusians,  whose  offspring,  as  you  are  already 
only  too  painfully  aware,  will  segregate  into  Blacks 
and  Whites  and  Andalusians  in  the  proportions 
which  you  know  so  well.' 

"We  can  well  imagine  that  a  year  later  you 
would  greet  your  Mendelian  visitor  with  these 
words  :  '  My  dear  sir,  I  cannot  tell  you  how  grate- 
ful I  am  to  you  for  the  advice  you  gave  me  a  year 
ago.  I  am  getting  on  splendidly.  Instead  of,  as 
last  year,  having  to  keep  all  my  Andalusians  to 
breed  from  and  then  getting  only  50  per  cent. 
Andalusians  (not  to  mention  the  worry  of  dispos- 
ing of  my  Blacks  and  Whites  and  getting  little 
return  for  them),  I  now  keep'  two  pure  strains  of 
Blacks  and  Whites,  cross  these  two  kinds,  and  get 
100  per  cent.  Andalusians,  all  of  which  I  sell  at 
fancy  prices.' 

"The  case  of  the  Andalusian  fowl  may  be  sum- 
marised in  the  accompanying  diagram." 


SALMON  FISHING-  IN  1907. 


The  following  extracts  are  from  the  very 
interesting  account  compiled  by  Mr.  Henrv 
Ffennell  :— 

I  am  enabled  once  again  to  give  authenticated 
particulars  regarding  salmon  fishing  along  a  num- 
ber of  English,  Irish  and  Scotch  waters,  and  I 
must  take  this  opportunity  of  repeating  the  obliga- 
tions I  am  under  to  the  various  chairmen  of 
fishery  boards  and  their  officials,  the  riparian 
owners,  lessees  of  fisheries,  anglers,  netters  and 
others,  for  the  ready  assistance  and  great  trouble 
they  have  taken  in  helping  me  to  can-y  on  the 
work. 

A  comparatively  short  period  intervenes  between 
the  closing  of  the  salmon  fishing  season  on  certain 
rivers  and  the  commencement  of  operations  along 
some  favoured,  if  not  very  important,  districts. 
Angling  in  the  Tweed  does  not  close  until  the  last 
day  of  November,  while  in  a  few  Scotch  and  Irish 
waters  the  season  opens  during  the  early  days  of 
the  New  Year. 

The  results  of  the  salmon  season  of  1907  were 
really  satisfactory  in  some  districts,  and  showed  a 
marked  improvement  on  previous  years.  In  many 
districts,  however,  and  in  Scotland  and  Ireland 
more  particularly,  the  catch  of  fish  was  poor, 
and  this  was  all  the  more  disappointing  owing 
to  the  fact  that  fish  were  reported  to  have 
been  very  plentiful,  and  for  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  year  the  rivers  were  in  a  highly 
favourable  condition  for  the  passage  of  salmon 
inland  from  the  sea.  The  propitious  state  of  the 
water  for  the  easy  ascent  land  distribution  of  the 


incoming  fish  was,  however,  chiefly  confined  to 
varying  periods  of  the  spring  and  summer  months. 
Lack  of  water,  on  the  other  hand,  throughout  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  autumn  proved  most 
disastrous  to  the  angler,  and  the  "  back-end 
fishing "  was  pronounced  in  many  cases  to  have 
been  a  comparative  failure. 

A  complaint,  more  or  less  prevalent  for  some 
years  past,  was  pretty  general  throughout  Eng- 
land, Ireland  and  Scotland,  and  related  to  the 
scarcity  of  grilse.  Not  only  was  the  run  poor,  but 
the  average  weight  of  the  fish  was,  in  many  cases, 
much  smaller  than  usual.  The  season  was  notable, 
too,  for  the  large  number  of  small  salmon  which 
pushed  up  the  rivers.  These  fish,  which  are  now 
recognised  as  fish  that  have  passed  the  grilse  stage 
in  the  sea,  were  extremely  numerous  in  some  dis- 
tricts, and  their  presence  and  capture  in  large 
numbers  affected,  to  a  considerable  extent,  the 
average  weight  of  the  year's  catch. 

Large  Net  Fish  of  the  Year. 

The  number  of  salmon  of  501b.  and  upwards 
taken  in  the  nets  diu:ing  1907  included  some  fine 
specimens,  but  "  monsters  "  were  not  so  numerous 
as  in  former  years.  The  Tay  yielded  a  fine  fish  of 
57^1b.,  which  I  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing  in 
Mr.  Grove's  shop  in  Bond-street.  It  measured 
4ft.  5iin, ;  girth,  2tt.  4^in.  It  was  taken  on  May  24. 
There  were  also  taken  in  the  Tay  one  54lb., 
one  521b.,  and  one  51  lb.  In  the  North  and  South 
Esk  district  one  531b.  and  one  51  lb.  On  the  coast 
ofi'  the  Scotch  Dee  one  521b.  I  heard  also  that  a 
salmon  of  501b.  was  taken  in  the  Spey  district,  and 
that  a  salmon  of  55 ^Ib.,  said  to  have  been  taken  in 
the  Severn,  was  shown  in  a  shop  at  Birmingham. 
Large  Rod  Fish  of  the  Season. 

The  heaviest  rod  fish  of  1907  was  taken  in  the 
Tay  district,  and  weighed  61  Jib.  It  measured 
4ft.  6in.  long,  and  was  said  to  have  been  an  ugly 
monster.  It  was  one  of  the  largest  fish  taken  from 
the  river  since  the  celebrated  "King  of  Scots" 
was  weighed  and  measured  in  London  by  Frank 
Buckland  in  1870.  That  celebrity,  as  it  lay  in  the 
shop  in  Arabella-road,  near  Victoria  Station, 
weighed  just  imder  701b.  No  doubt  when  it  was 
first  taken  out  of  the  water  it  weighed  se\  eral  poimds 
more.  There  was  considerable  doubt  at  first  as  to 
the  way  in  which  the  big  fish  of  1907  was  taken. 
The  head  was  sent  to  Mr.  Malloch,  of  Perth,  to  set 
up,  and  he  was  under  the  imj)ression  that  it  had 
been  landed  in  the  nets.  At  the  time  of  the 
capture  he  wrote  to  say  he  believed  the  fish  had 
been  caught  in  the  nets.  "  There  were  no  hook 
marks  in  its  mouth,  and  when  it  was  being 
examined,  two  small  sprats,  in  a  fresh  condition, 
were  fo\md  in  its  gullet.  Sparling  boats  were  in 
operation  a  little  way  down  the  river  where  the 
fish  is  alleged  to  have  been  caught,  and  it  was 
while  the  fish  were  wriggling  in  the  bag  of  the  net 
that  the  sprats  found  their  way  into  its  gullet." 
Mr.  Thomas  Stewart,  of  Caledonian-road  Park, 
however,  writes  to  say  that  the  fish  was  caught 
by  him  fishing  with  a  worm.  It  was  taken  on 
Oct.  16  in  the  river  one  and  a  half  miles  below 
Perth.  Next  to  this  Tay  monster  came  a  beautiful 
salmon  which,  four  hours  after  capture,  tiuned  the 
scale  at  501b.  It  was  landed  in  the  Awe  by  Dr.  C. 
Childs,  with  the  fly  (the  Blue  Doctor),  a  handsome 
fish.  The  measurements  were — length,  51  ^in.; 
girth,  28iin.  One  of  481b.  was  landed  by  Mr.  J.  A. 
Moncrieffe,  with  the  fly,  on  Taj'mount ;  one  of 
471b. ;  one  on  the  River  Earn  of  471b.,  by  Mr. 
Henry  Stoner,  and  one  of  401b.,  by  Hon.  G.  Ward  ; 
one  of  441b.,  by  Master  H.  Kelsall,  in  the  lower 
Redgorton  of  the  Tay  ;  one  of  401b.  on  the  Earn ; 
and  one  of  391b.,  by  Mr.  A.  Coats,  with  the  &y. 
This  was  a  female  fish,  and  was  taken  on  the 
Taymount  water  of  the  Tay.  A  salmon  of  401b. 
was  landed  on  the  Dalmally  Hotel  water  of  the 
Awe.  It  was  taken  with  the  fly  by  one  of  the 
keepers.  The  largest  Spey  fish  weighed  421b.,  and 
was  caught  on  the  Gordon  Castle  water.  There 
were  also  landed  one  of  371b.  and  one  of  341b.  On 
the  Tweed  the  largest  rod  fish  was  landed  by  the 
Duchess  of  Roxburghe  on  Floors,  and  weighed 
37^1b.  One  of  37Alb.  was  landed  in  the  Nith.  In 
the  Deveron  the  largest  rod  fish  weighed  341b. 
In  the  Shannon  the  largest  salmon  captured  by 
anglers  weighed  respectively  41  lb.,  caught  by  the 
fishermen,  in  Woodlands,  one  of  41  lb.,  by  Sir  H.  B. 
Meredyth,  in  the  Hei-mitage;  and  one  of  39jlb.» 
by  Sir  D.  Gooch,  in  the  New  Garden  fishery.  On 
the  Blackwater  (co.  Cork)  a  salmon  of  41ilb.  was 
landed  by  Mr.  Logan,  in  Malcollop,  and  one  of 
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411b.  on  Carysville.  At  Galway  the  largest  rod 
fish  scaled  271b.  ;  on  the  Bo\-ne,  291b. ;  and 
on  the  Erne,  at  Ballyshannoni^  291b.  English 
rivers  yielded  comparatively  few  heavy  fish. 
The  Wye  proved  a  notable  exception.  Among 
those  taken  by  anglers  was  one  of  44ilb., 
one  431b.,  one  411b.  On  the  Eden  a  salmon 
of  37ilb.  was  landed  with  the  fly.  In  the 
Lune,  one,  301b.  In  the  Usk,  one,  371b.  In  the 
Avon  (Hants)  two  fish  of  381b.  each.  The  above 
are  some  of  the  heaviest  salmon  which  were 
brought  under  my  notice.  It  may  be  other  fine 
fish  were  taken,  and  if  so  I  should  be  glad  to  hear 
of  them ;  but,  as  I  have  said,  the  season,  on  the 
whole,  was  not  very  prolific  of  heavy  salmon. 

During  1907  a  very  important  addition  to 
"salmon  literature"  was  placed  before  the 
public,  the  most  important  and  valuable  indeed 
since  the  pubUcation  of  the  late  Dr.  Day's  great 
standard  work,  "British  and  Irish  Salmonidie," 
published  in  1887.  The  book  referred  to  is  entitled 
"  The  Life  History  of  the  Salmon,"  and  is  written 
by  Mr.  L.  Calderwood,  Inspector  of  Scotch  Salmon 
Fisheries.  In  it  the  author  refers  to  and  works 
out  clearly  and  thoughtfully,  among  other  things, 
many  "  salmon  problems  "  brought  forward  in  Mr. 
Willis-Bund's  clever  and  useful  little  book  pub- 
lished in  1885.  A  perusal  of  Mr.  Calderwood's 
volume  shows  plainly  enough  that  of  late  years  we 
have,  with  his  assistance  and  that  of  other  earnest 
workers,  added  considerably  to  our  knowledge  of 
the  life  history  of  the  salmon. 

HOW  TO  IMPEOVE  TKOUT 
WATEES. 


Many  people  to-day  complain  of  their  want  of 
success  m  attempting  to  improve  trout  waters  that 
they  are  mterested  in.  The  question  is  frequently 
asked,  "What  has  become  of  the  trout  ?  "  as  the 
eggs,  fry,  or  yearlings  put  in  seem  to  have  vanished 
One  after  another  have  offered  explanations,  some 
of  which  are  plausible  enough ;  but  they  have 
always  come  too  late  to  save  the  fish,  and  re- 
stocking has  had  to  be  started  all  over  again,  and 
much  time  and  money  have  been  wasted. 

Is  there  not  something  lacking  in  the  way  many 
of  us  set  to  work  to  improve  the  stock  of  fish  in 
our  streams  ?  Doubtless  there  is,  as  the  reasons 
given  below  will  prove.  A  man  in  business  does 
not,  as  a  rule,  invite  a  commercial  to  make  up  his 
own  order  and  send  in  what  goods  he  cares  to  •  yet 
how  many  of  us  have  let  a  fish-culturist  (com- 
mercial, of  course)  come  over  and  examine  our 
water,  advise  us  what  is  needful,  and  book  the 
order  ior  h^s  fishery  I  Human  nature  is  the  same 
the  world  over;  and  what  manager  who  happened 
to  be  holding,  say,  a  big  stock  of  Levens  or  rain- 
bows could  be  blamed  for  recommending  these 
strongly,  even  if  the  conditions  were  not  exactly 
suitable.  Orders  must  be  booked,  and  stocks 
lowered.  Inspection  may  be  free  1  This  is 
one  of  the  dangers,  and,  of  course,  this  can 
easily  be  avoided  by  engaging  the  services  of  an 
expert  if  possible,  not  connected  with  the  actual 
sale  of  trout.  If  expense  has  to  be  considered,  it 
would  be  wiser  to  use  one's  own  judgment,  and 
experiment  in  a  small  way  at  first  with  two  or 
three  kinds  before  running  greater  risks.  Perhaps 
we  decide  to  lay  down  eyed  ova  in  suitable  places 
m  the  stream,  but  here  again  we  are  often  not  half 
careful  enough.  Our  usual  plan  is  to  order  so  many 
thousand  fano  or  Leven  ova,  as  the  case  may  be 
from  whichever  fishery  we  may  think  most  con- 
venient. The  ova  is  delivered  in  due  course,  and 
IS  at  once  transferred  to  the  beds  we  have  either 
selected  or  made  in  the  stream,  and  left  to  chance. 
After  three  or  four  years  we  begin  to  look  for  some 
improvement  in  the  number  of  fish,  but  possibly 
see  no  tangible  result  to  our  efforts,  and  blame 
ourselves  accordingly. 

Does  it  not  occur  to  the  more  businesslike 
fisherman  that,  when  he  was  buying  these  ova 
(for  which  he  paid  a  good  price),  a  guarantee  should 
have  come  with  them?— a  simple  statement  duly 
signed  by  the  manager  that  the  ova  was  exactly  as 
represented,  taken  from  well-shaped,  healthy  fish 
m  England  or  Scotland,  as  the  case  might  be,  and 
any  other  particulars  that  might  prove  useful 
What  should  we  think  of  a  poultry  fancier  who 
^  ordered  eggs  in  the  same  haphazard  fashion  that 
many  fishermen  do  ?  The  poultry  fancier,  in  many 
cases,  takes  the  trouble  of  going  &nd  examining  the 
stock  fowls  from  which  he  is  anxious  to  procure 


eggs  for  sitting  ;  and  not  content  with  this,  he  also 
gets  a  guarantee  that  the  eggs  are  all  fertile. 
Whilst  no  one  expects  that  fish-culturists  are  going 
to  take  lessons  from  poultry  farmers,  yet  it  is 
doubtful  if  any  of  the  leading  fisheries  would 
object  to  sending  out  with  each  consignment  of 
eggs  or  fish  a  simple  guarantee.  Such  a  document 
as  above  described  would  serve  in  some  measure  to 
protect  the  purchaser  from  being  unfairly  dealt 
with,  and  enable  him  to  claim  for  damages,  if 
necessary.  Of  course,  it  may  be  argued  by  some 
that  a  guarantee  is  quite  unnecessary,  and  that  ova 
cannot  be  classed  into  various  qualities ;  in  answer 
to  that  objection,  the  following  transaction  will 
speak  for  itself : — 

A.  is  desirous  of  getting  up  a  head  of  stock  fish 
of  a  particular  strain,  and  for  this  purpose  sends 
some  hundreds  of  miles  to  the  home  of  this  par- 
ticular strain  of  trout  for  prime  ova,  and  pays  a 
good  price.  Taking  advantage  of  circumstances, 
B.,  from  whom  the  ova  were  ordered,  sends 
out  of  the  country  and  obtains  inferior  ova 
not  even  finding  it  necessary  to  keep  to  the 
strain,  and  re-ships  this  ova  on  to  A.,  of  course 
making  a  good  margin  of  profit.  What  is  A.  to 
do  ?  It  will  take  him  years  to  find  out  how  he 
has  been  treated— until  the  fish  are  a  decent  size 
and  he  will  have  no  redress.  If  there  was  a 
guarantee  with  ova,  it  would  be  quite  different. 
How  many  men  would  care  to  buy  eggs,  fry,  or 
yearlings  of  a  particular  strain  of  fish  if  they  saw 
the  parent  fish  were  in  many  cases  badly  deformed  ? 
— twisted  jaw,  hunchbacked,  etc.  Yet  fish  of 
this  character  are  sometimes  spawned  behind 
locked  doors,  and  then  knocked  on  the  head  after- 
wards as  they  are  too  ugly  to  keep.  Undoubtedly 
there  is  room  for  improvement  in  the  business  of 
pisciculture,  as  the  above  will  show,  and  one  of 
the  ways  of  improving  matters  would  be  the  system 
of  guaranteeing  all  goods  supj^lied.         C.  A.  L. 
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ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. —  General  Remarks.  —  The  weather 
has  been  truly  Easter  ly,  and  holiday  makers,  by 
the  riverside  in  particular,  have  had  a  bleak  time  of 
it.  Very  few  anglers  patronised  the  Thames,  and 
those  who  did  showed  the  white  feather  when  the 
snow-flakes  fell.  It  was  not  the  snow,  however, 
that  troubled  them,  but  the  cutting  wind  ;  and  those 
who  fish  from  the  top  of  weirs  know  exactly 
how  trying  this  is.  We  all  are  acquainted  with 
the  fact  that  many  good  trout  have  been  had 
from  the  river  even  in  a  snowstorm;  but  this 
k  nd  of  weather  is  not  what  the  trout-fisher 
wants,  and  we  must  wait  in  patience  for  more 
salubrious  days  before  expecting  an  improvement 
in  sport.  The  rain  which  fell  on  Thursday  will  do  no 
harm, and  had  it  been  warm  rain  it  would  have  helped 
to  raise  the  temperature  of  the  water,  which  after  all 
is  the  principal  item.  Since  my  last  report  I  hear  that 
that  indefatigable  Thames  trout -angler  Major 
Terry  has  secured  a  trout  of  31b.  at  Shepperton, 
and  we  expect  to  hear  of  him  getting  a  fish 
twice  this  weight  very  soon.  Mr.  H.  Pincott- 
Hill,  who  spent  all  last  season  at  iSunbury  and 
had  two  or  three  nice  trout,  is  again  on  the 
warpath  in  the  same  locality.  He  has  already  had 
three  small  fish,  which  he  returned  to  the  river,  and 
is  now  patiently  waiting  for  "a  big  one"  that  he 
knows  of.  Mr.  P.  Geen  has  also  been  out  in  search 
of  a  trout.  At  Cookham,  Mr.  Rixon  has  had  a  fish 
of  31b.  6oz.  I  have  had  an  invitation  to  the  annual 
dinner  of  the  Silver  Trout  A.S.  on  Tuesday,  and 
hope  to  be  present. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley).— Owing  to  the  winterlike 
weather  and  very  rough  winds,  little  trout  fishing 
has  been  attempted;  the  fish  are  not  moving. 
There  is  now  a  warmer  change,  but  with  heavy 
showers,  which  may  colour  the  river  by  the  week-end. 
With  settled  weather  the  prospects  should  greatly 
improve. — Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Twickenham). — The  water  in  this 
reach  is  very  bright  and  down  to  summer  level. 
This  should  be  all  right  for  the  trout  fishers  in  the 
higher  reaches.  A  little  more  sun  and  less  cold 
wind  will  bring  out  the  insectivorous  life,  which  at 
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the  moment  is  very  scarce.  I  saw  more  fly  on  the 
water  weeks  ago  than  there  is  to  be  seen  to-day. 
Roach  are  coming  on  to  spawn,  and  the  greatest 
enemy  to  fish  life  (eels)  have  also  arrived  in  small 
numbers.  I  was  rather  surprised  to  see  them 
running  up  on  the  tide  this  morning.  These  fish 
are  early  this  season.  This  is  a  pity,  as  they  play 
such  havoc  amongst  the  roach  and  bream  spawn. — 
Aq.  Hancock. 

Coin  (Pairford,  Gloucestershire).  —  Easter 
anglers  have  not  had  an  over  exciting  time  with  the 
Fairford  trout,  owing  to  the  easterly  winds  and 
snowstorms.  There  is  a  splendid  rise  of  Olive  Duns 
about  midday,  and  the  trout  are  ravenous  for  ' 
about  an  hour.  Mr.  Edgar  Chew  was  fortunate  in 
gettmg  a  2|-pounder  amongst  his  catch,  and  Mr. 
Bate  a  brace  of  fine  poimders.  There  is  quite  a 
different  feeling  in  the  atmosphere  to-day.  I  only 
hope  it  may  last. — Chas.  Powell. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— Although  there 
were  a  good  many  rods  on  the  water  during  the  Easter 
holidays,  in  not  many  instances  was  anything  like 
good  sport  experienced.  This  was  primarily  due  to 
the  lowness  of  the  water,  which  is  very  fine,  a  cold 
wind  and  also  a  very  bright  svm,  the  fish  being,  conse- 
quently very  shy.  Mr.  Ash,  of  Buckfastleigh,  had  a 
capital  salmon  of  1 81b.  weight,  whilst  Mr.  Salisbury 
had  a  basket  of  thirty  very  nice  trout  in  good 
condition.  Mrs.  J.  Edmonds  has  also  had  a  good 
dish,  and  a  few  brace  have  been  had  by 
Messrs.  E.  Distin,  Revell,  and  Loveys.  There 
appears  to  be  more  truff  in  the  river  than 
last  year,  and  during  the  past  week  a  number 
have  been  caught  in  the  nets  at  the  weir  and 
also  at  the  Duke  of  Somerset's  fishery.  There 
have,  I  hear,  been  porpoises  in  the  lower  reaches  of 
the  river,  which  has  no  doubt  interfered  with  the 
run  of  fish  in  the  stream. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Although  as  has  been 
the  case  with  most  Devonshire  rivers  this  week,  cold 
winds  have  been  experienced,  yet  the  Ockment, 
Lew,  and  Torridge  have  been  in  capital  condition 
for  both  salmon  and  trout  rods  and  very  fair  sport 
has  been  obtained.  Baskets  of  from  ten  to  thirty 
trout  have  been  obtained  and  they  are  in  capital 
condition. — Devonlan. 

Elan  Reservoirs. — Notwithstanding  the  con- 
tinuance of  unfavourable  weather  right  through  the 
holidays,  the  Elan  reservoirs  were  well  patronised 
by  anglers  from  all  parts  of  the  country.  The  total 
catch,  as  shown  by  returns  already  received,  was 
168  trout,  scaling  991b.  4oz.  Seventy-two  fish, 
431b.  lOoz.,  were  taken  in  Cabancoch  reservoir; 
fifty-seven,  331b.  lOoz.,  in  Garregddu ;  nineteen, 
121b.  9oz.,  in  Penyganeg  ;  and  twenty,  91b.  7oz., 
in  Graiggoch;  Mr.  Briton's  catch,  twelve,  91b., 
the  best  being  respectively  1  lb.  Iloz.  and 
1  lb.  lOoz. ;  and  Mr.  Wilson  Jones,  seventeen, 
91b.  12oz.,  the  best  lib.;  and  another  angler 
seven,  61b.  lOoz.— W.  B.  H. 

Esk  (Whitby). — The  advent  of  warmer  con- 
ditions during  the  week  preceding  the  holiday 
raised  hopes  of  improved  sport  being  procurable 
during  Easter,  but  there  has  been  a  recurrence  of 
cold,  biting  winds,  and  some  snow  has  fallen  in  the 
district.  Under  these  conditions  little  wonder 
sport  has  been  at  a  discount,  and  few  anglers 
have  ventured  forth  in  consequence  of  the  adverse 
elements  which  have  prevailed.  The  conditions  are 
again  warmer  at  the  time  of  writing,  and  the  pro- 
spects are  fairly  good  for  the  coming  week.  Owing 
to  the  prevalence  of  a  heavy  sea  in  the  offing,  sea 
anglers  have  had  rather  a  blank  week.  A  few  fish 
have  been  taken  from  the  piers,  but  as  yet  these  are 
indifferent  numerically.  Along  the  coast  fair  results 
are  reported. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — At  a  meeting  of 
the  Taw  and  Torridge  Fishery  Conservators,  Sir 
Bouchier-Wrey  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
confiscated  property,  namely,  a  net,  had  been  sold 
to  members  of  the  board.  As  that  had  occurred 
several  times,  he  asked  for  information.  Mr.  Draper 
said  it  had  been  the  custom  of  the  board  to  dispose 
of  the  nets  in  that  way  for  some  time.  It  was 
better  to  sell  them  to  members  of  the  board  than 
otherwise,  wh°n  they  might  be  used  for  poaching 
purposes  again.  Mr.  Draper  said  that  Mr.  C.  E. 
Fryer  (Superintendent  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries)  had  suggested  that  certain  fish  should 
be  sent  to  him  during  the  summer  months  for 
purposes  of  examination.  It  was  resolved  that  the 
board  grant  permission  to  the  water-bailiffs  to 
take  steps  to  secure  a  number  of  peal,  and  send 
them.  Major-General  Morris  adverted  to  the  fact 
that  a  considerable  amount  of  peaty-coloured  water 
was  finding  its  way  into  the  Torridge.  It  was 
resolved  that  inquiries  be  made  by  Water-Bailiff 
Eraser.  The  Cheriton  Otter  Hounds,  attended  by 
a  large  field,  assembled  at  Marsh  Mills  on  Monday, 
where  the  hounds  were  put  to  water.  Fisljing 
everywhere  indifferent,  owing  to  high  and  very  cold 
winds,  this  applying  also  to  the  sea  fishing. — Bed 
Palmer. 
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Iiake  Vyrn-wy. — Anglers  have  been  busy  on  these 
waters  during  the  past  week,  and  in  spite  of  north- 
east winds  and  bright  sunshine  some  capital  sport 
htis  been  obtained.  Dr.  Fenton,  who  is  generally 
successful  on  this  lake,  totalled  134  fine  trout  in 
seven  days,  ranging  in  weight  from  Ub.  to  1  lb.  each. 
Mr.  Beacall  has  also  been  doing  well,  his  best  day 
being  Monday  with  eighteen,  lOJlb.,  when  Mr. 
Bourke  accounted  for  a  dozen  pr.itty  fish,  7|lb., 
and  twelve  again  the  following  day,  S^lb.  On 
Saturday  Messrs.  Malpass  and  Field  brought  in  a 
dozen  each,  and  the  former  a  very  nice  dish  of 
seventeen  on  Monday.  One  of  the  best  baskets  for 
the  season  was  made  by  Mr.  Watson  on  Monday, 
twenty-two  lovely  fish  in  splendid  condition  up  to 
1  lb.  weight,  and  much  admired.  Messrs.  Latham, 
Haughton,  Harris,  Sutherst,  Berrey,  Ciiubb,  and 
Mellors  have  also  made  very  average  catehes  daily. 
Flies  :  Black  and  Teal,  March  Brown,  Black  Gnat. 
With  warmer  weather  sport  here  ought  soon  to  be 
-  at  its  best. — Long  Drift. 
.  Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  Arctic  weather  (it 
's  more  springlike  to-day,  April  22)  in  the  Lea 
"alley  during  the  holidays  has  been  bad  for  "  trout 
spotting";  and  the  low  temperature  of  the  water 
must  be  keeping  some  of  the  general  fish  backward 
especting  spawning  matters.  I  hear  the  Beane  is 
olding  a  very  fair  head  of  trout  this  season  in  the 
ertford  waters.  Trout-fishing  opens  on  the  Lea 
^nd  its  tributaries  on  Friday  next.  May  1. — Izaak 

»VALTON. 

JMVLgg  and  Arrow  (Iieominster). — Both  these 
treams  are  running  in  good  order  for  fishing,  but 
he  prospects  for  sport  have  been  very  bad  "owing 
o  the  inclement  weather.  No  good  sport  will  be 
ad  until  the  weather  get ;  warmer. — Gwynne. 
Otter  (Bndleig'h  Salterton). — Fishing  has  been 
ery  bad  for  the  past  week  all  along  the  river, 
'van  in  the  preserved  water  miserable  takes  of  one 
r  two  fish  have  been  the  rule,  and  absolutely  empty 
askets  have  not  been  unknown.  The  river  is  low 
nd  clear,  and  the  biiter  north  wind  blowing  down 
•he  stream,  which  has  stuck  to  us  for  the  last  month 
ore  or  less,  shows  at  time  of  writing  (April  21)  no 
sign  of  leaving. — Heron. 

Plymouth.. — The  rivers  are  in  fair  condition,  but 
sno IV- water  from  the  moors  render  sport  out  of  the 
question.  A  few  nice  fish  were  caught  on  the  Dart, 
but  they  did  not  rise  at  all  well.  On  the  other 
rivers  not  much  was  done.  We  want  some  warmer 
weather  before  there  will  be  much  sport. — William 
Heabdee. 

Severn  (Shropshire). — Many  anglers  who  had 
looked  forward  to  the  Easter  holidays  hoped  for 
more  genial  climatic  conditions  but  they  were 
doomed  to  disappointment.  In  the  valley  of  the 
Dee,  from  Corwen  to  Overton,  many  zealous  anglers 
waded  and  cast  diligently  in  this  well-preserved 
stream,  but  not  a  single  successful  angler  did  the 
%vriter  see.  There  are  indications  of  a  change  for 
the  better  at  the  time  of  writing. — W.  E.  E. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chicliester  Canal. — 
Varied  has  been  the  weather  of  the  week.  Snow, 
hail,  and  a  cold  north-easterly  wind,  yet  withal 
my  correspondent  from  the  Ouse  records  the  trout- 
fishing  as  good.  But  here  a  couple  of  brace  is  a 
satisfactory  day's  sport.  On  April  17  Mr.  Stevens 
captured  a  leash  of  trout,  but  they  were 
small,  ether  visitors  accounted  for  a  few  brace. 
On  the  Sunday  Mr.  F.  King  had  a  brace  of  8oz. 
fish  taken  from  the  Sheffield  Park  reach  of  the 
Ouse.  A  nice  fish  of  21b.  loz.  was  taken  on  April 
21  from  the  river  at  the  mouth  of  the  Black  Brook, 
.^pinning  with  artificial  minnow.  The  weather  is 
too  cold  and  treacherous  at  present  for  harbour 
fishing. — Geoege  F.  Salter. 

Teify.— The  Teify  in  the  Llandyssil  district  is  still 
very  bright,  but  in  spite  of  this  good  baskets  are 
being  obtained.  The  cold  wind  kept  many  anglers 
off  the  ri\  er  during  the  holidays.  Those,  however, 
who  did  fish  during  them  were  fairly  successful,  and 
among  them  are  the  following : — Jame.?  Evans, 
Dan  Howells,  D.  Jones,  Jno.  Davies,  etc.  Messrs. 
Burgess  and  Rorthwick,  of  Hertford,  fishing  on  the 
Forth  Hotel  water-,  have  obtained  several  nice 
baskets.  Three  salmon  have  been  caught,  two  by 
Dan  Howells'  gillie,  of  ;i5Jlb.  and  201b.,  and  one 
by  Mr.  Mitchell,  Brjmteifv,  of  15lb.  Rain  is  badly 
needed.— T.  G.  T.  "  . 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  is  in  capital  order 
for  fishing,  but  the  weather  during  the  holidays  has 
been  about  as  bad  as  it  could  be,  and  sport  has  been 
slow.  Bottom  fishing  has  resulted  ia  some  good 
trout  being  taken  in  the  early  morning  with  the 
worm.  A  few  nice  grayling  and  trout  were  caught 
with  fly  at  the  end  of  la?t  week. — S.  Ludlovt. 

Test,  etc. — Weather  has  been  very  much  against 
fishing  during  the  past  w^ek.  Fish  rose  well,  how- 
ever, on  Saturday,  but  until  to-day  (April  22)  there 
has  been  a  strong  down-stream  wind  with  snow- 
storms at  times.  On  April  1 7  a  rod  caught  two  brace, 
retaining  two — one  1  lb.  looz.,  the  other  1  lb.  13oz, 
— with  a  pattern  oi  gold-ribbed  Hare's  Ear,  body 


nearly  all  gold,  hardly  any  Hare's  Ear  showing, 
hackle  red,  and  black  starling  wing.  To-day 
(April  22),  with  a  southerly  wind  and  showers  of 
rain,  no  fly  on  the  water  up  to  1.30.— Olive  Dun. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neig'hbouring 
Rivers. — The  Coquet  is  in  good  fishing  order.  On 
the  Federation  water  Mr.  Spence  killed  a  51b.  basket 
of  trout;  Mr.  Howie,  ten  trout;  Mr.  Riddell  (Felton 
Park),  thirty-two  trout  scaling  12|lb.  Anglers' 
Hotel  water,  Weldon  Bridge,  Mr.  Clark  had  a  nice 
creel  of  91b.  ;  Mr.  Crickton,  fifteen  trout.  On  the 
Rothbury  water  Mr.  Pryle  killed  eighteen  trout ; 
Mr.  While  also  killed  a  nice  creel.  The  Tyne  is  in 
good  order ;  a  few  salmon  have  been  killed  on  the 
Graham  Arms  Hotel  water  (Border  Esk).  Sport  is 
good.  Good  takes  of  salmon  and  trout  are  re- 
ported. Best  lures"  for  trout:  Blue  Dun  and 
March  Brown. — Henry  A.  Murton. 

Usk  (Usk). — Although  the  weather  remains  cold 
and  the  ri\  er  clear,  trout  anglers  are  meeting  with 
fair  success,  and  there  were  a  large  number  on  the 
river  during  the  holidays.  A  few  salmon  have  also 
been  kiUed  since  my  last  report.  The  river  for  both 
salmon  and  trout  anglers  is  now  ruiming  rnther  low 
and  clear,  and  a  rise  of  two  to  three  feet  at  the 
end  of  this  month  would  be  very  beneficial,  and 
would  no  doubt  produce  a  good  run  of  salmon. 
On  April  16  Mr.  B.  RadcHffe  killed  two  salmon  of 
14^1b.  and  171b.  in  Pencarreg  and  Railyderry,  and 
on  April  20  Mr.  Cartwright  had  one  of  101b.  On 
Easter  Monday  Mr.  Pryce-Jenkins  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  lose  two  in  the  Rock  Pool.  Trout 
successes: — April  16,  Mr.  Geo.  Lavin.  eight,  61b. 
April  17,  Mr.  Arthur  Jones,  six  ;  Mr.  H.  Humphreys, 
four ;  Mr.  L.  R.  Lucas,  four.  April  20,  Mr.  Geo. 
Lavin, ;  es'en  ;'Mr.  T.  Thomas,  five  ;  Mr.  Wm.  Millard, 
five  ;  Mr.  L.  R.  Lucas,  four. — T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  These 
rivers  have  been  in  good  order  for  fly  fishing,  but 
the  weather  has  been  wretched  and  miserable,  dull 
with  showers  of  rain  and  sleet,  and  on  April  20  the 
ground  was  covered  with  snow  and  continual  storms 
occurred  during  the  day.  A  few  gentlemen  have 
been  out  on  the  Wye,  but  very  few  fish  have 
been  caught,  the  Derwent  affording  a  nice  few 
considering  the  weather.  I  hear  of  one  gentleman 
taking  four  or  five  brace  at  Rowsley.  The  Darley- 
Dale  Club's  water  has  been  patronised  by  a 
few  members  but  sport  was  rather  poor.  On  the 
Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association's 
water  only  very  few  fishermen  were  out.  Many 
anglers  liave  not  been  out  this  season  at  all. 
The  prospect  is  a  little  better  as  it  promises  for 
rain.  Useful  flies:  Hare  Ear  with  Silver  Twist, 
Blue  Dun,  March  Brown,  Cowdung  Fly,  Buzz  Red, 
and  Claret  Bumble. — Dotterel. 

Wye  (Upper). — This  river  is  now  very  low  and 
clear,  and  a  freshet  is  badly  needed.  121b.  of  trout 
were  taken  on  the  Talwernmaenog  waters,  and 
minor  catches  on  other  parts  of  the  river  have  been 
recorded. — W.  B.  H. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — This  last  Easter  holidays  will  be 
remembered  by  a  great  many  anglers  as  a  wintry 
Easter,  and  I  have  been  angling  now  for  fifty  years 
and  have  known  many  cold  and  winterly  Easters, 
but  none  approaching  this  one.  On  Good  Friday 
the  weather  was  gloriously  fine  and  brilliant,  but 
cold  winds  prevailed.  On  April  18  the  weather 
was  just  the  reverse,  and  the  frequent  snowstorms 
have  been  very  heavy  all  through  Yoredale,  Swale- 
dale,  Bishopdale,  Coverdalo,  Wharfedale,  Nidder- 
dale,  etc.,  and  in  the  higher  districts  none  hut 
the  most  hardy  dalesmen  could  face  the  bitter 
blast.  The  frosts  on  the  moorlands  have  been 
very  severe,  and  there  is  a  scarcity  of  insect  life. 
There  have  been  a  few  anglers  on  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Yore,  but  sport  has  varied  in 
the  districts  of  Hawes,  Aysgarth,  Bainbridge, 
and  Winsley.  The  best  dish  of  trout  I  have 
seen  during  the  holidays  so  far  was  one  caught 
by  my  son  Charles  and  a  friend ;  they  had 
thirt;."-two  fish  between  them,  but  they  were  very 
backward  in  condition,  and  nothing  like  the  con- 
dition they  should  be  in  at  this  time  of  the  year;  this 
is  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  larvae  are  not  moving 
owing  to  the  extremely  low  temperature  of  the 
water.  In  the  district  of  Masham  and  Ripon  a 
fair  number  of  anglers  have  been  out,  but  sport 
on  the  whole  has  not  been  good.  At  Ripon  a 
Casfleford  angler  caught  a  fine  trout  weighing 
21b.  lljoz.  The  Wharfe  has  been  low  and  clear, 
and  in  the  upper  reaches  sport  on  the  whole  has 
only  been  moderate  upon  this  river,  dishes  of  two 
to  three  brace  of  trout  being  got  here  and  there. 
The  Nidd  has  been  fishing  the  best  of  our  rivers 
during  the  festive  season.  In  the  upper  reaches 
some  very  nice  sport  has  been  met  with.  Mr. 
Mawhood  got  fifteen  trout  with  the  fly,  and 
another  angler  got  eighteen  trout,  also  on  the 
fly.  The  best  flies  were  March  Brown,  Dark  Needle, 
and  Waterhen  Bloa.  In  the  lower  districts  at 
Ribston  Park  a  few  anglers  were  out  in  the  waters 


of  the  Harrogate  Angling  Association,  but  sport 
here  ruled  only  moderate;  tlie  best  catch  I  have 
heard  of  being  one  of  five  fish  caught  by  Mr.  Ains- 
cough  at  Walshford  Bridge. — John  E.  MiLleb. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Beauly  and  Conon. — No  rain  foil  in  the  Beauly 

district  during  the  past  week,  with  the  result  that 
the  cold,  frosty  winds,  mostly  blowing  from  the 
still  snow-covered  hills,  dried  up  the  river  consider- 
ably, and  sport  was  not  so  good.  Major  Wingfield 
and  Mr.  Vickers,  lessees  of  the  Home  and  Falls 
Beats,  are  still  absent  in  the  south,  and  little  angling 
was  done  on  the.se  waters.  Fishing  the  Home  Beat 
on  April  13  a  nice  salmon  weighing  91b.  was  creeled 
on  Major  Wingfield's  rod.  Fishing  the  same  beat 
on  April  18  a  salmon  of  81b.  was  landed  on  ;\Iajor 
Wingfield's  rod.  During  the  week  some  good  baskets 
of  sea-trout  were  creeled  on  this  b;'at.  In  the  tidal 
waters  grand  sport  was  had  among  the  sea-trout ; 
on  the  Moniack  Castle  rod  seventy-two  were  landed, 
running  from  lOoz.  up  to  3lb.,  and  affording  capital 
sport.  Conon. — The  Conon  was  rather  low  for 
successful  sport,  while  the  weather  was  exceptionally 
cold  and  the  winds  north  and  easterly,  and  sport 
was  none  too  good.  Fishing  the  lower  reaches  five 
salmon,  weighing  33lb.,  as  well  as  about  two  dozen 
nice  sea-trout,  were  landed.  Fishing  the  Brahan 
Castle  waters  occasionally  as  the  guest  of  Colonel 
Stewart  Mackenzie,  of  Seaforth,  Mr.  J.  Rose,  of 
Holm  Rose,  had  since  the  opening  day  thirty-seven 
fine  salmon,  as  well  a?  many  grand  creels  of  sea  and 
brown  trout. — A.  R. 

Border  Bsk  and  Liddle.  — Salmon  are  still  shy 
in  the  Association  water,  yet  some  nice  spring  fish 
have  been  caught  in  the  lower  reaches,  both  above 
and  below  Longtown.  Mr.  J.  H.  Riddle,  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne,  had  a  nice  spring  salmon  of  201b.  in  the 
Neth^rby  reserved  water,  and  Mr.  Makant,  of 
Breconhill,  had  a  medium-sized  salmon  in  Clog 
Pool.  The  Rev.  Ivor  Graham,  of  Arthuret  Par- 
sonage, landed  a  splendid  fish  which  scaled  22Jlb. 
in  Roost  Pool  with  Greenwell's  Glory.  Mr.  Black, 
of  Sunderland,  caught  a  fine  salmon  weighing  201b. 
with  the  gudgeon,  and  Mr.  Brockbank  caught  a 
salmon  of  QJlb.  in  Wilkin?  Pool.  The  salmon  fishing 
in  the  Solway  Firth  has  much  improved  since  the 
previous  week,  several  fine  fish  having  been  caught. 
There  has  been  a  good  run  of  sea-trout  in  the  Firth, 
although  they  are  late  this  season,  and  some  good 
hauls  have  been  made  of  trout  ranging  from  2^1b. 
to  51b.  Yellow  trout  are  improving  in  condition, 
and  good  baskets  have  been  obtained  in  the  Liddle. 
Fishing  in  Ewes  water,  Captain  Catley  had  about  a 
dozen  yellow  trout  daily.  A  rod  had  a  small  fish 
in  Mr.  .McLellan's  water  on  the  English  side  of  the 
Willow  Pool.  Mr.  Sanderson  had  a  salmon  weighing 
13lb.  in  the  Hush  Pool,  and  a  rod  from  the  Cross 
Keys,  Canonbie,  caught  a  fish  of  11  lb.  in  the 
Cauldron  Pool.  A  few  baskets  of  yellow  trout  have 
been  got  in  the  mid-ieaches  of  the  Esk  and  in 
Lower  Liddle.  De-^pite  the  cold,  there  is  a  fair 
show  of  fly  on  the  waters. — Gilnoceie. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.). — The 
weather  has  been  dry,  bright,  and  cold,  with  frosts 
at  night.  The  heat  of  the  sun,  ho  .vevar,  keeps  the 
river  from  getting  too  low  owing  to  the  melting 
snow  on  the  lofty  mountains  around  the  headwaters 
at  Deanich  AlLidale  and  Glencalvie.  The  following 
sport  has  been  obtained  : —On  April  11,  Mr.  Raw- 
linson,.  London,  fishing  from  the  Balnagown  Arms 
Hotel,  landed  a  71b.  salmon  on  Dunie  water,  and 
on  April  13  the  same  angler  grassed  an  8-pounder  on 
Invercharron  water.  April  14  was  blank,  but  on 
April  15  an  angler  from  Gledfield  House,  fishing  for 
Sir  Kenneth  J.  Matheson,  Bart.,  landed  an  81b. 
salmon  on  the  Gledfield  w  ater,  Mr.  Rawlinson  had 
one  of  81b.  on  Invercharron  water,  and  Mr.  C.  H. 
Wardle,  Crewe,  who  went  out  from  the  hotel  in  the 
morning,  grassed  a  71b.  salmon  before  his  departure 
for  the  south  by  the  midday  train.  On  April  16 
Mr.  Rawlinson  had  a  7-pounder  on  Invercharron 
water.  On  April  18,  Mr.  John  IMunrn,  on  Sir 
Kenneth  J.  Matheson's  rod,  had  a  7^1b.  fish  on 
Gledfield  water.  Easter  Monday  was  blank,  and  on 
Tuesday  signs  of  rain. — B. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland  (Bonarbridge,  N.B.).— 
Sport  in  sea-trout  angling  is  not  improving  much  as 
yet,  but  in  the  course  of  a  week  or  so  it  is  expected 
to  be  more  satisfactory.  The  net  salmon  fishings 
are  now  improving  in  productiveness.  During  the 
past  week  it  is  estimated  that  close  on  3|cwt.  of 
salmon  had  been  consigned  to  the  southern  markets, 
as  compared  with  l|cwt.  during  the  previous  week. 
As  a  number  of  seals  have  recently  been  seen  dis- 
porting themselves  at  the  head  of  the  Dornoch 
Firth  it  i  -  looked  upon  as  a  good  omen  to  both 
anglers  and  netters,  for  seals  do  not  usually  waste 
their  time  except  where  fish  a'.e  likely  to  be  met 
with.— B. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — The  weather  contmues 
very  cold  here  from  hard  north  and  north-westerly 
winds,  but  dry,  with  cloudy  skies  at  times.  Anglers 
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are  having  good  sport,  most  of  the  fish  being  cap- 
tured with  fly.  The  following  were  out  during  the 
pa-t  week  : — Messrs.  J.  K.  Stewart  and  D.  Stewart, 
Liberton,  thirty  trout,  281b. ;  Major  Shute  and 
Captain  Thomson,  sixteen,  151b.  Soy,.,  and  on  the 
following  day  Major  Shute  took  seventeen,  141b.  ; 
Mr.  J.  Smitli,  Editiburgh,  and  Mr.  J.  G.  Fariiuharson, 
Perth,  twenty-nine,  201b. ;  Dr.  Henderson,  Glasgow, 
eighteen,  181b.  ,*  Air.  H.  Ellison,  Clackheaton,  thir- 
teen, 1 31b.,  and  on  the  following  day  this  gentleman, 
alona:  with  Mr.  A.  Mackenzie,  Edinburgh,  had 
eleven.  1  lib.  ;  Mr.  Ferguson  and  Mr.  Blair,  Glasgow, 
creeled,  in  two  hours  with  (iy,  sixteen,  161b.  ;  Mr.  W. 
Doig  Gibb  and  ]\Ir.  P.  F.  Ward,  Newcastle,  in  thr.  e 
days  secured  forty-three,  391b. ;  Mr.  T.  Lawson  and 
Mr.  Burnet,  Glasgow,  sixteen,  131b.  ;  Mr.  Henry 
Allison,  Harrogate,  twenty-seven,  221b.  ;  .Mr.  Chester 
and  Dr.  Murray,  Edinburgh,  twenty,  161b. ;  Com- 
manders Kingsiiorth  and  Huddy,  H.M.S.  Africa, 
eight,  81b.  ;  Mr.  IMatthew  B.  Baird  and  Mr.  Wm.  A. 
Baird,  Bofhwell  (two  days),  twenty-nine,  271b.  8oz. ; 
Mr.  W.  D.  Powles.  London,  eleven,  91b.  ;  Mr. 
Beveridge,  Dunfermline,  twenty -three,  191b.  8oz.  ; 
Mr.  B.  C.  Smith  and  Mr.  D.  Lang,  Pa'sley,  eighteen, 
151b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  J.  Gordon  Mason  and  Mr.  Campbell 
Gibson,  Edinburgh,  twenty-three,  201b.  8oz.  ;  Mr. 
Annandale  and  Mr.  McNaughton,  Perth,  seventeen, 
181b.  ;  Captain  Cradock  and  Mr.  Gilbert,  fourteen, 
11  lb. ;  Mr.  G.  S.  Mowat,  Perth,  fourteen,  131b.  ;  Mr. 
Wilson,  Perth,  thirteen,  141b.  ;  Dr.  Gemmel,  Preston, 
and  Mr.  J.  Geinmel,  Liverpool,  fifteen,  131b.  :  Mr. 
W.  J.  Cupples,  jun.,  Grang,-=mouth,  fifteen,  151b. ; 
Mr.  C.  F.  More,  London,  and  Mr.  Basset,  Glasgow, 
twenty-four,  21  lb.  The  opening  competition  was 
held  on  Saturday  (April  18),  when  five  members  of 
the  PoUokshields  Club  creeled  twenty--ix  trout, 
15lb.  15oz.  The  prize  was  gained  by  Mr.  J.  M. 
Eurnet. — Robt.  B.  Laing. 

Loch  Ness  (Doxiglas  Hotel). — On  April  18  Mr. 
Cameron  landed  a  salmon  of  191b.,  and  on  April  20 
a  fine  clean-run  fish  of  25|lb.  On  April  18,  Mr.  J. 
McDonald,  one,  131b. — R.  M.  C.a^mebon. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— On  April  15,  Mr. 
A.  W.  Chippendale.  Tunbridge  Wells,  one  salmon, 
161b.;  Mr.  W.  S.  Millar,  Glasgo.v,  one,  24lb.  On 
.Apiilie,  Mr.  Henry  Haynes,  Nottingham,  one,  171b.  ; 
Mr.  A.  W.  Chippendale,  one,^  IGlb.  On  April  17, 
Mr.  A.  W.  Chippendale,  one,  ll'lb. ;  Mr.  Frank  Chip- 
pendale, one,  231b.  On  April  18,  Mr.  Hope-Wilson, 
Glasgow,  two,  131b.  and  141b.  ;  Capt.  H.  L.  Wilson, 


Glasgow,  one,  171b.;  Mr.  H.  Haynes,  one,  181b.; 
Mr.  W.  S.  Millar,  one,  121b.  On  April  20,  Mr.  W.  S. 
Millar,  one,  181b.;  Mr.  R.  H.  Venables-Kyrke,  one, 
171b.;  Mr.  H.  Haynes,  one,  171b.;  Mr.  J.  White 
Todd,  Moi  enish  Lodge,  two,  IClb.  and  171b.;  Master 
N.  Haynes,  five  trout,  3^1b.  (with  fly).— H.  J. 
Knight. 

Lyon  (Portingfall  Hotel). — On  April  21,  Mr. 
E.  Grimwood-Mears,  London,  had  a  salmon  of  191b. 
— R.  Stewart. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.). — Taking 
unfavourable  conditions  into  consideration,  sport 
has  been  fairly  good  since  last  reported.  On  April 
7,  Major  Stirling,  Syre  Lodge,  landed  two  salmon 
on  Beat  No.  6,  and  Mr.  H.  V.  Warrender.  Rhefail 
Lodge,  two  on  No.  5.  On  April  10,  Mr.  Hutcliison, 
Skelpick  Lodge,  caught  a  salmon  on  the  private 
water,  and  Mr.  H.  V.  Warrender  one  on  Beat  No.  2. 
On  April  1 1,  Capt.  J.  O.  Morrison,  Syre  Lodge,  landed 
one  salmon  on  Beat  No.  5  ;  and  Mr.  H.  V.  Warrender 
one  on  No.  3.  On  April  13,  Mr.  Oppenheira,  Skel- 
pick Lodge,  had  one  salmon  on  Beat  No.  2  ;  and 
Mr.  Spottiswood  one  on  No.  3.  On  April  14,  Capt. 
J.  O.  Morrison,  Syre  Lodge,  landed  one  salmon  on 
Be  it  No.  0 :  Mr.  Comb,  Skelpick  Lodge,  one  on 
No.  2  ;  Mr.  Oppenheim,  two  salmon  besides  a  sea- 
trout  of  31b.  on  Beat  No.  3  ;  and  Mr.  Spottiswood, 
Rhefail  Lodge,  one  salmon  on  No.  4.  Since  then, 
low  water,  east  wind,  bright  days  and  frosty  nights 
have  all  conspired  against  angling. — B. 

North  of  Scotland.— Dee.  —  Sport  revived  a 
little  last  week,  when  some  salmon  were  got  on  the 
Dee,  and  excellent  baskets  of  brown  trout  on  the 
Don,  Ythan,  Deveron,  etc.  ;  but  since  the  blizzard 
of  Sundav  angling  has  be  ~n  again  suspended.  On 
the  Aboyne  reach,  Mr.  Wilkinson  had  two,  of  71b. 
and  131b.,  on  Monday,  and  two  of  same  weights  on 
Tuesday  (five  fine  fi  h  were  got  altogether  on 
his  water  that  day),  while  Mr.  Griffiths  landed  two 
of  S.Vlb.  and  201b. — the  latter  being  newly  run.  On 
Wed'nesday,  Mr.  Wilkinson  had  another  of  121b., 
and  Major  Piatt,  two,  of  101b.  and  121b.  On  the 
Kincardine  water  one  or  two  were  got.  There 
has  been  no  salmon  angling  to  speak  of  in  any  of  the 
middle  or  lower  reaches  for  weeks  back,  but  good 
finnoc!^  and  sea-trout  on  the  Murtle,  Poldown,  and 
tidals.  In  the  Aberdeen  harbour  nets  the^ first 
grilse  of  the  season  was  got  this  (Tuesday)  morning, 
sealing  21b.  Don.— On  the  Whitehouse  waters,  Dr. 
Mackie  had  some  very  tine  trout  during  past  two 


week-\  On  the  Glenkindie  upper  reaches  Mr.  Finch 
has  been  having  excel'ant  sport  among  the  bro  wn 
trout.  Ythan. — On  Monday,  Mr.  Smith  (Aberdeen) 
had  thirty  fish,  all  as  eraging  \\h. — G.  M. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — Although  the  river  is 
now  very  low  and  the  weather  most  unfavourable, 
the  following  sport  has  been  obtained  by  anglers 
from  the  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel : — On  April  13  Mr. 
Ridley  landed  a  fine  salmon  which  weighed  261b., 
and  Mr.  Milles  one  of  18lb.  On  April  14  Mr.  Ridley 
had  an  181b.  salmon,  and  Mr.  Milles  a  13-pounder. 
On  April  15  Mr.  Ridley  grassed  a  salmon  weighing 
21  lb.  On  April  16  Miss  Evans  landed  a  beautiful 
salmon  which  scaled  221b.  On  April  17  Mr.  .Johnson 
caught  a  salmon  weighing  21  lb.,  and  Mr.  Evans  an 
8-pounder.  On  April  18  one  salmon  was  landed  by 
Mr.  Johnson.  On  Tuesday  this  week  the  weather 
showed  signs  of  improving.  Seals  have  been  noticed 
in  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland,  and  tlieir  appearance 
generally  indicates  a  run  of  fish. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — Easter  Holiday  anglers 
fared  badly  in  their  sport  on  all  the  rivers  of  this 
district.  The  Annan. — Sea- trout  are  beginning  to 
run,  but  none  have  been  taken  with  the  fly  in  the 
Border  liver-:.  On  Easter  Saturday  Mr.  R.  Graham 
had  a  number  of  yellow  trout  with  the  clear-water 
worm.  In  the  tniddle  and  higher  waters  the  sport 
was  mvich  better.  The  smolt  migration  at  present 
is  a  great  annoyance  to  trout-fishers.  Anything  in 
the  shape  of  a  fly  they  lay  hold  of.  The  Nith  and 
Tributaries. — This  river  is  very  low  and  clear,  and 
so  is  its  chief  tributaries — the  Cluden  and  Cairn. 
Some  fair  baskets  of  yellow  trout  have  been  caught 
during  the  past  few  days.  On  Good  Friday,  Mr. 
Hains,  fishing  the  Cairn,  took  eleven  yellow  trout, 
and  Mr.  Lambie  twenty-two.  On  April  18  Mr. 
Lambie  caught  thirtv.  Nothing  is  being  done  in 
the  Upper  Nithsdale  Association's  reaches  at 
Sanquhar.  The  Galloway  Rivers. — In  the  Cree 
a  number  of  spring  salmon  of  light  weights  have 
recently  been  landed  in  private  waters.  The  river 
is  now  too  small,  and  there  is  no  sport.  The  Fleet 
of  Gatehouse  and  the  Dee  of  Kirkcudbrightshire 
are  too  low  and  clear.  The  Ayrshire  Rivers  and 
Lochs. — Loch  fishing  hus  now  fairly  commenced. 
On  Good  Friday,  Messrs.  Macorie  and  Herbertson, 
fishing  Loch  Doon  of  Dalmellington,  took  fifty-one 
yellow  trout  with  fly  while  out  from  the  Eglinton 
Hotel.  Other  anglers  met  with  fair  sport.  There 
is  no  spout  on  the  Ayrshire  rivers.    A  heavy  fall 
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of  rain  is  wanted  to  freshen  up  the  rivers. — 
Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Aberlour).— The  weather  still  eontinuea 
stormy,  with  a  cold  north  wind  blowing,  the  higher 
hills  having  a  fresh  coating  of  snow.  On  Aberlour 
House  water  a  fish  of  Gib.  was  landed  on  April  14 
— N.  L. 

Spey  (Morayshire).  —  The  weather  remains 
bitterly  cold,  with  a  deal  of  frost  in  the  air,  so  that 
sport  is  not  prosecuted  under  ideal  conditions.  The 
volume  of  water,  however,  is  good  for  angling  pur- 
poses. On  the  Pitcroy  Lodge  water  five  salmon 
were  killed,  weighing  respectively  4.11b.,  71b.,  71b., 
121b.,  and  141b.  ;  and  from  the  Knockando  House 
water,  Mr.  J.  Shand,  gamekeeper,  landed  two  of 
81b.  and  151b.  ;  while  from  the  Laggan  House  (Car- 
ron)  water,  on  Monday,  Mr.  H.  Gumming,  fisherman, 
had  two  salmon  of  from  61b.  to  81b.  each.  On 
Tuesday,  on  the  Wester  Elchies  water,  Mr.  Clutter- 
buck  had  three  salmon  of  51b.,  71b.,  and  7ilb.  each  ; 
and  on  the  next  day  two  of  71b.  and  161b. ;  and 
from  the  Ea  ter  Elchies  water,  Mr.  Ridley  had  five 
salmon— two  of  61b.  and  6Jlb.,  and  three  of  71b. 
each.  From  the  Rothes  water,  on  Monday,  Mr. 
Scott,  Craig-Machie,  landed  a  salmon  of  71b. ;  on 
Tuesday,  one  of  l^'.h.  ;  and  on  Thursday,  one  of 
61b.  On  Mr.  Wharton  Duff's  Orton  water,  for  the 
week,  four  salmon  were  landed ;  and  on  the  Delfur 
water,  also  for  the  week,  eleven  fish.— J.  M. 

Tay. — During  the  past  week  the  river  has  been 
in  good  ply,  but  fish  are  very  shy  in  taking.  A 
good  number  of  kelts  are  showing.  For  week 
ending  April,  fishing  the  Murthly  Castle  water,  Mr. 
Graeme  Whitelaw  killed  one  fii^h,  181b.,  on  April  13  ; 
Mr.  Ramsay,  two  fish,  261b.  and  151b.,  on  April  13^ 
and  another  of  141b.,  on  April  15;  Mr.  Henderson, 
one,  281b.,  on  April  16;  and  the  boatman  one, 
151b.,  on  April  17;  Mr.  C.  Costaker  caught  one  fish, 
221b.,  on  April  15,  and  another  of  181b.,  on  April  17, 
on  Bummouth  Catholes  water  ;  while  Mr.  Mcintosh 
landed  one  of  171b.,  on  April  17,  on  the  Benchill 
water,  and  Jlrs.  Burt-Marshall's  boatmen  one  of 
121b.,  on  April  15,  on  Luncarty  water.  On  the 
upper  reaches,  Mr.  H.  W.  Johnston  killed  two  fish, 
19Jlb.  and  12ilb.,  and  Mr.  Arnold  Inman,  one, 
21  ^Ib.,  on  April  20,  on  Edradynate  water,  and  on 
GrandtuUy  Castle  water,  Mr.  P.  M.  Coats,  two  fish, 
191b.  and  181b.,  and  the  keeper  two,  281b.  and 
191b.— A.  A. 

Thurso  and  Srora. — On  the  Thurso,  Mr.  Greg, 
on  Beat  9  on  April  11,  had  two  salmon,  151b.  and 
71b.;  on  Beat  9  on  April  14,  four,  101b.,  91b.,  91b., 
and  71b.  ;  on  April  16,  one,  81b. ;  on  April  17,  two, 
151b.  and  lOIb.  Mr.  Arkwright,  on  Beat  8  on 
April  11,  two,  201b.  and  171b.;  on  April  14,  three, 
161b.,  111b.,  and  8Jlb.  ;  on  April  16,  three,  81b., 
81b.,  and  61b.  Mr.  Finlayson,  on  April  11  on  Beat  5,' 
one,  201b.  ;  on  April  17,  one,  81b.  Mr.  Mackay, 
two,  181b.  and  121b.,  on  April  16  on  Beat  6.  Mr. 
McNicol,  on  Beat  7,  one,  7Jlb.,  on  April  18.  Mr. 
Greg,  on  April  18,  five,  171b.,  141b.,  81b.,  71b.,  and 
71b.,  on  Loch  Beg.  On  the  Brora,  Mr.  Millburn, 
one,  on  April  11,  and  one  on  April  13.  Major 
Warren,  two,  on  April  11  (one  of  20lb.),  two  on 
April  14,  and  one  on  April  16.  The  Brora  is  now 
very  low  and  clear.  Loch  Brora  was  netted  on 
April  15,  but  only  nineteen  clean  fish  and  eight  kelts 
Were  got.  This  very  small  catch,  one  of  the  smallest 
on  record  for  this  time  of  the  year,  shows  that  very 
few  fish  have  yet  run  up  from  the  sea. — Ultima 
Thule. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 

Thess  streams  have  again  run  somewhat  low,  and 
the  days  are  very  dull,  with  little  or  no  breeze. 
The  conditions  are  therefore  rather  more  favourable 
for  fly  fishing  than  with  the  minnow,  but  in  the 
meantime  no  great  sport  as  a  rule  attends  either. 
On  the  Ednam  House  water,  Mr.  James  Tait  had 
a  brace  of  salmon  last  week,  and  on  April  14  he 
had  one  of  5Jlb.  Several  have  been  got  on  the 
Sprouston  water,  and  a  brace  of  good  weight  were 
killed  on  the  Hendersyde  water.  On  the  Birgham 
water,  on  April  8,  Lord  Dunglass  killed  a  salmon  of 
71b. ;  Major  Heaton  Ellis  had  a  fine  fish  of  191b.  on 
April  10,  and  on  April  13  one  (Jf  7ilb. ;  on  the 
same  day  Mrs.  Heaton  Ellis  killed  a  salmon  of 
71b.,  and  Mr.  J.  Henderson  had  one  of  61b.  On 
April  14.  Lord  Dunglass  (the  Earl  of  Home's 
eldest  son)  killed  a  clean-run  salmon  of  71b.,  and  on 
the  same  date  Mr.  Bernard  Howard  killed  one  of 
131b.  On  April  17  Mr.  James  Tait  killed  three  sea- 
trout  of  21b.  each,  besides  a  fine  basket  of  yellow 
trout,  amongst  which  was  one  of  I  Jlb.,  all  with  fly. 
On  the  Lees  water,  on  April  3,  in  a  very  cold  and 
strong  wind  from  the  north,  Mr.  James  Tait,  fisher- 
man, killed  a  brace  of  salmon,  the  weights  of  which 
were  61b.  and  7Jlb.  respectively.  On  the  same  day, 
on  the  Wark  water,  Mr.  D.  Taylor  killed  one  of  9lh. 
On  the  Lees  water,  on  April  6,  Dr.  Henderson  killed 
a  brace  of  salmon  of  6^1b..  and  8Jlb.  respectively, 
while  Master  John  Henderson  killed  a  fish  of  141b., 
and  on  April  7  had  again  one  salmon  of  7ilb.  On 
the  Wark  water,  on  April  8,  Dr.  Taylor  caught  a 
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7Jlb.  salmon.    On  the  Lennell  water,  on  April  3, 
Mr.  James   Aikman    killed   three   trout   of  lib.' 
each,  and  on  Tuesday  he  had  half  a  dozen  weigh- 
ing as  many  p  ounds.     On  the  Tyne  fishing  "'at 
Styford  Hall,  on  April  16,  Mr.  W.  Tweedie  killed  a 
salmon  of  lOlb.    On  the  Wark  water,  on  Monday, 
Mr.  Ware  killed  a  brace  of  14|lb.  and  51b.    On  the 
Carham  water,  Mrs.  Sheriff  killed  a  61b.  salmon,  and 
on  April  17  Mr.  Sheriff  had  a  salmon  of  6  Jib.  On 
the  Lennell  water,  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Pache  liad  one 
of  7|lb.  weight.     On  Cornhiil  water,  on  Monday, 
Mr.  Fenwick  had  one  of  6Jlb.,  and  on  April  15  he 
had  one  of  61b.    On  the  Twizell  water,  Mr.  Mackay 
killed  a  91b.  salmon,  while  Mr.  Wales  had  one  of 
1 1  lb.     Mr.  Corbet,  on  Tuesday,  had  one  of  81b. 
On  Wark  North  water,  Mr.  Allgood,  on  April  17, 
had  a  fish  of  131b.,  and  on  Saturday  Capt.  Douglas 
had  one  of  71b.    On  Tuesday,  on  the  same  water, 
Mr.  Charles  Soban  had  one  of  1 71b. ;  Mr.  T.  Hopper 
one  of   6lb.  ;    and    on   the  following  day  Capt. 
Douglas  had  again  one  of  61b.    On  the  Teviot,  Mr. 
Nicholson  had  one  of  61b.  with  fly  at  the  Fog  House 
Mill.    On  the  Irthing  at  Gelt  Foot  one  take  of 
thirty-nine  trout  was  had.     On   the  Coquet  at 
Weldon  Bridge  takes  of  trout  of  from  12^1b.  to  91b. 
have  been  got,  and  many  lesser  takes  as  well.  On 
the  Teviot,  Mr.  Duncan  Hill  killed  many  excellent 
baskets  of  trout— on  April  10  he  had  thirty-five 
trout  weighing  lOJlb.,  and  on  April  13  he  had 
twenty-six  trout  scaling  9Jlb.    On  the  lower  waters 
of  the  Tweed  baskets  of  trout  of  Gib.  to  81b.  have 
been  killed. — -Maxwheel. 

Tyne,  N.B.— Mr.  Thomas  G.  Robb,  fishing  at 
East  Linton  on  April  16,  had  fifteen  nice  trout  with 
Blue  Quill  fly.  The  trout  rose  well  for  a  short 
time. — March  Brown. 


IRISH  REPORTS. 


Bann  and  .  Tributaries.  —  The  state  of  the 
atmosphere  prevented  much  sport  being  obtained 
on  the  Maine  Blackwater,  Ballinderry,  and  Moyola. 
Hard  easterly  winds,  frost  at  night,  and  cloudless 
sunshine  prevailing  during  the  week.  Trout  refused 
the  fiy  on  these  rivers,  which  are  reduced  to 
summer  level,  save  a  few  brace  of  small  fish 
which  were  caught  on  the  quick  running  reaches. 
The  Bann  continues  shrinking,  and  the  shallow 
portions  of  the  rapids  at  Movanagher,  Kilrea,  and 
Portglenone  are  sufficiently  reduced  for  the  fly  to 
be  used  ;  however,  few  naturals  are  hatching,  and  it 
is  at  long  intervals  that  catches  are  had.  Salmon 
continue  coming  in  from  the  sea,  but  in  the  high 
state  of  the  river  pass  over  the  weirs  to  the  lase 
and  its  tributaries — Daniel  O'Eer. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  local  rivers  are  dead 
low.  Trout  fishing  is  at  a  standstill,  save  on  the 
lower  waters  of  the  Crossgar  and  the  Lagan  and  the 
Sixmilewater,  where  the  pools  have  been  givino- 
sport  when  rippled  by  the  wind.  A  little  improve*^ 
ment  is  reported  from  the  Woodburn  and  Stoney- 
ford  waters.  A  number  of  Loch  Leven  trout  have 
just  been  successfully  turned  into  Ballykeel  Lough 
Erne,  one  of  the  several  lakes  of  the  Belfast  Anglers' 
Association. — J.  A.  B. 

Boyne  (Navan). — April  16.— Angling  for  the 
week  ending  April  14  has  been  very  poor.  Owing 
to  the  very  low  water  and  keen  east  winds  very 
little  fishing  has  been  attempted.  All  I  can  hear  of 
are  a  few  on  Ardmulchan,  the  exact  number  and 
weight  my  informant  could  not  tell  me.  On  Upper 
Blaekcastle,  Sir  Francis  Ley  landed  two  of  21  lb. 
and  191b.,  Mr.  Christopher  Ley  two  of  221b.  and 
181b.,  and  the  fishermen  four  of  21  lb.,  17 Jib.,  161b., 
and  141b.  There  can  be  no  further  sport  until  we 
get  a  rise  of  water. — Boyne  Ranger. 

Erne  (Ballyshaunon,  and  Belleek).— Sport  on 
the  Erne  amongst  the  trout  during  the  past  week 
was  splendid,  and  a  number  of  fine  trout  were 


captured  by  the  anglers  out  on  the  river  between 
Belleek  and  Ballyshannon,  a  number  of  them 
weighing  3.Ub.  and  4.Jlb.  each.  Tho  river  is  in 
grand  order.  — M.  1Ioo.\n  ani>  Sons. 

Killarney. — Owing  to  inclement  weather,  sport 
has  been  backward  in  tho  salmon  department,  but 
some  Lood  baskets  of  brown  trout  aro  recorded. — 
r.  J.  D. 

Lougfh  Currane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 

Owing  to  the  inclement  weather,  sport  has  been 
very  poor  so  far  as  salmon  are  concerned,  only  two 
fish  l  oing  had,  namely,  one  of  13lb.  by  Mr.  Matson, 
and  one  of  81b.  by  Mr.  Jackson.  Brown  trout  have 
yielded  fair  or  average  sport  in  the  sheltered  bays. 
"  Spring"  trout  aro  arriving. — T.  .1.  D. 

Louffhs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur).- The 
weather  has  been  cold  and  stormy  this  Easter 
and  against  f  sliing,  though  anglers  staying  at 
the  Mount  Gable  Hotel  are  doing  (juite  as  well 
as  they  expect  under  such  adverse  conditions. 
On  Tue-sday  there  was  a  change  for  the  better, 
with  the  result  that  a  nice  day's  sport  was  obtained 
by  the  ten  rod^  fishing  from  here.  The  best  trout 
of  the  week  were  Mr.  Boucher's  5J-pounder  and  Sir 
Patrick  Manson's  3-pounder.  Fish  moved  freely  to 
the  artificial  fly  as  soon  as  the  desired  r  hange  came. 
Mr.  Blewitt  got  a  131b.  pike.— G.  A. 

Lough  Melvin. — Sport  was  first-rate  during  the 
past  week,  and  the  following  are  the  particulars  :— 
Jlr.  H.  H.  Walker,  two  salmon  of  91b.  each  ;  Mr. 
A.  J.  Troup,  four  salmon  of  81b.,  91b.,  61b.,  and 
lOlb.  ;  Mr.  J.  R.  Mulholland,  two  salmon,  81b.  and 
10|lb.  ;  Mr.  Lister,  one  safion,  91b. ;  Mr.  A.  Stubbs, 
one  salmon,  91b. ;  Mr.  J.  Kellv,  one  salmon.  1 1  lb.  ; 
Mr.  Lancaster,  one  salmon,  9Ub.  ;  Mr.  H.  Galliioher, 
one  salmon,  81b.  ;  Major  Hamilton,  one  salmon, 
81b.  ;  and  the  Rev  Campbell,  Captain  Willans  and 
others  had  some  fine  sport  amongst  the  trout. 
Sport  on  the  lake  continues  escellent  at  tims  of 
writing,  and  the  prospect  of  silmon  fishing  on  the 
lake  has  not  been  so  promising  for  many  years  as  it 
is  at  present — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo).— Water  in  good  order, 
with  south  winds.  All  the  pools  are  well  stocked 
with  fj'sh  on  the  upper  and  lower  readies.  I\Ir.  J.  C. 
Wilson  landed  a  few  kelts,  and  lost  a  spring  fish 
after  some  play.  Lough  Conn  fished  fairly  well. 
Col.  Hewett  got  three  fish,  Mr.  Moylett  got  one, 
121b.,  and  Mr.  J.  Murray  lost  a  large  fish  after  half 
an  hour's  play,  but  got  some  nice  trout,  a!l  on  the 
fiy  (one  of  Devers'  favourites).  There  were  some 
nice  baskets  of  trout  got. — John  Devers. 

Moy  (Iioug-hs  Conn  and  Cullen,  Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Weather  fine,  and  river  and  loughs  in 
good  order.  Col.  Hewett  two  salmon,  lOlb.,  131b.  ; 
Mr.  P.  Moylett  one  salmon,  131b.,  and  lost  another 
ready  for  netting ;  Mr.  H.  Murry  one  salmon, 
181b.  ;  your  writer  one  salmon,  121b.  Some  nice 
trout  were  also  got.  [Too  late  for  last  week.] 
April  22. — Weather  fine  and  river  and  loughs  in 
good  order.  Master  Simeon  Scroop,  two  salmon, 
91b.,  131b.;  Mr.  H.  Scroop,  one  salmon,  141b.;  Mr. 
C.  Weldon,  two  salmon,  101b.,  131b.;  Mr.  T.  B. 
Armstron,  one  salmon,  12Jlb.  ;  Mr.  P.  Roe,  two 
salmon,  8ilb.,  131b.  Trout  anglers  are  getting  from 
six  to  twelve  daily,  all  of  a  good  size.  Mr.  J.  C. 
Court  had  three  jack,  21  lb.,  131b.,  91b.  Some  grilse 
are  showing  in  the  river. — Jim  Hearnes  &  Sons. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The  weather  during 
the  week  was  cool  but  dry  ;  water  in  good  order. 
On  Doonass  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams  killed  three  salmon, 
3.5|lb.,  10|lb.,  411b.  :  Jlr.  C.  Williams,  one  salmon, 
311b.  On  Newgarden  Major  Breeks  killed  two 
salmon,  21  lb.  and  81b.  On  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham's 
Castle  fishery  Mr.  C.  L.  Brook  killed  one  salmon, 
llflb. — John  Enright  and  Son. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — Brown 
trout  fishing  has  commenced  on  the  above  waters, 
but  sport  has  been  very  poor. — T.  .1.  D. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (Mullingar). — 
Very  little  sport  of  any  consequence  has  been  had 
for  some  time  past,  on  either  lake  or  river,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  prevalence  of  north  and  east  winds, 
with  bitterly  cold  weather.  But  there  is  a  sahitary 
change  as  I  write,  and  the  wind,  accompanied  by 
gentle  showers,  has  at  last  veert  d  around  to  the 
west,  and  we  are,  as  a  matter  of  course,  full  of 
pleasurable  anticipations.  At  the  Mullingar  Petty 
Sessions,  on  April  18,  one  Patrick  Jleehan,  well 
known  by  the  sobri  |uet  of  "  Sailor  ^Meehan,"  ap- 
peared on  summons  for  that  he  did,  in  company 
with  two  others,  spear  spawning  fish  in  th.>  Dysart 
river,  a  tributary  of  Lough  Ennell,  on  one  of  the 
nights  during  the  close  season.  The  spear,  torch, 
jar  of  paraffin,  sack  for  carrying  fish,  etc.,  were  pro- 
duced in  Court.  Sergeant  Clancy,  R.I.C.,  of  Castle- 
town, arrested  Meehan,  but  the  others  escaped. 
He  was  ably  assisted  by  Constable  Smyth.  Mr. 
E.  E.  Mason,  solicitor  to  the  Westmeath  Lakes 
Fish  Preservation  Society,  conducted  the  prosecu- 
tion. The  Bench  strongly  condemned  the  practice 
of  destroying  the  spawning  salmon  and  trout,  and 
imposed  the  mitigated  penalty  of  £5. — T.  J.  W. 
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SPRING  FISHING. 

Send  your  Orders  direct  to  the  Practical  Manufacturers. 

25 1/-    THE  MULTUM-yN-PARVO  FLY  ROD.  21/- 


THE  NEW  COMPOSITE  ROD. 


3T/e 


Two  pieces,  with  built  cane  top,  9  ft.,  9  ft.  6  in.,  and  10  ft.,  close  whipped  throughout, 
cork  liandle,  beautifully  balanced  and  finished. 


21/.  OUR  FAMOUS  3-JOINT  GREENHEART  / 

FLY  RODS.  ^ 

9  ft.  to  10  ft.  6  in.,  cork  grip,  and  all  improvements. 


FLY  DEPARTMENT. 

Now  is  the  time  to  have  your  Spring  Flies  Dressed, 
FLOATING,  2/-  doz.  DOUBLE  WINGED,  2/6  doz. 

Devonshire  Patterns  for  Axe  and  Torridge  from  the  Selection  of  Local  Experts. 

TESTIMONIALS. 

London,  W.     |  Campden  Hill, 

Dear  Sirs,— Flies  to  hand.    I  like  them  very  !  London,  W. 

much.  Your  flies  always  please  me,  and  you  I  I  may  tell  you  for  your  satisfaction  that  fishing 
know  that  I  am  very  hard  to  please  in  the  matter  ,  for  Sea  Trout  late  last  year  (in  September)  with 
of  Trout  Flies.  I  will  say  this  about  your  flies  :  one  of  your  Red  Teals  (brother  to  the  one  en- 
they  are  tied  to  nature,  and  what  is  more,  the  closed  as  pattern)  and  one  of  your  rather  fine 
trout  like  them  ;  you  put  the  correct  feathers  Grilse  Casts,  my  son-in-law  hooked  a  27  lb. 
and  furs  in  your  flies,  and  yourtyers  are  artists.  I  Salmon,  and  after  playing  it  in  very  rough  water 
Piccadilly  London  W  i '°  Laardal  River  for  nearly  two  hours,  I 
Gentlemen.-I  now  enclose  remittance  for  the  ^''^  pleasure  of  gafiing.  It  speaks  well  for 
flies.    I  also  had  some  of  those  you  made  for  j  y^"""  tacKie.  K,Oh.  y,.  ». 

Mr.  R  .   I  don't  know  if  you  saw  in  the 


Field  that  I  caught  two  beauties — 5  lbs.  8ozs., 
and  6  lbs.  120Z3. — the  largest  taken  in  our  water 
for  nine  years.  I  caught  them  with  the  grey- 
legged  ones.    They  would  look  at  nothing  else. 

W.  J.  B. 


Lindula, 

Ceylon. 

Dear  Sirs, — I  enclose  cheque  for  flies  to  hand. 
1 1  am  very  pleased  with  patterns  sent.  I  im- 
I  mediately  established  a  record  with  them. 


06DEN&SC0TF0RD 

CHELTENHAM. 

9   GOLD,    SILVER,    AND   OTHER  MEDAUS  AWARDED. 


We  introduced  some  time  ago  the 

"Spider  Web" 

Line  which  has  been  appreciated  by  Pike 
Fishermen  who  spin  from  the  reel  to  such  an 
extent  that  we  have  sold  out  several  times. 


We  have  now  prepared  a  good  stock  in  antici- 
pation of  a  big  demand  by  Salmon  Fishers  who 
want  an  absolutely  reliable  line  for  spinning. 


Henry  Mil  ward  &  Sons,  Ltd. 


(Wholesale  Only.) 


J.  E.  MILLER, 

NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  DEPOT,  19,  New  Station  St.,  LEEDS. 

Tel'eqKAMS  ;  "  PISCATOR,  LEEDS." 


TBLBPHONK  :  No.  2601. 


THE  "WEE"  CHAPMAN^ 


Fop  Spinning  a  Small  Minnow 
in  low,  clear  water. 

Price,  with  5  trebles  as  sketch,  1/6, 
II       >i    3     i>  I)  X/3. 


LIGHT  WHOLE  CANE  FLY  RODS. 

Best  quality,  2  Tops,  Double  Brazed,  Universal  Winch  Fittings, 
Cork  Handle,  and  fully  fitted,  10  ft.,  10^  ft.,  11  ft.,  lT/6. 

These  Rods  are  all  built  from  a  specially  selected  cane,  having  a  thick  hard  centre  which  far 
surpasses  any  previous  make.  They  are  light  and  powerful,  and  have  the  advantage  of  being 
equally  suitable  for  casting  either  a  short  or  a  long  line. 


EASTER  FLIES. 

SPECIAL  ATTENTION  GIVEN  TO  FLIES  TO  PATTERN. 

"Miller's"  Yorkshire  Flies  kill  on  any  Water. 
Best  Drawn  Gut,  Hair,  or  Eyed  Hooks,  1/9  dozen. 

SELECTIONS    MADE   UP  FOR  ALL  PARTS 
OF  THE  KINGDOM. 


MOUNTED  FLY  CASTS. 

Best  Killing  Patterns,  1/6  each. 

BEST  SATEEN  WADERS,  is/e. 
BEST  TWILL  WADERS.  x3/6. 

BROGUES.  ri/6,  X4/6,  XT/e,  21/-,  25/- 


WYERS  FRERES 


SOLE 

EUROPEAN  AGENTS 


PATENT  'MEEK' 
CASTING  REEL, 

Price  32/-  each. 

STRONG.       SIMPLE.  ACCURATE. 
SPECIAL    TACKLE   FOR  THE 
AlVTEFtlCAN    STYt-E    OF"  CASTING. 

Always  IN  STOCK,  see  our  General  Catalogue. 

WYERS  FRERES,  CONTINENTAL  WORKS,  REDDITGH. 

CATALOGUES  POST  FREE.  Manager:  ALBERT  SMITH. 


For 

PrB»onrlna  nnd  Waiorprootlna 
BOOTS,  LEGGINGS, 

Fishing"Lines, 
HARNESS,  SADDLERY, 
MACHINE  BELTING, 
MOTOR  CLUTCHES, 

and 

all  kinds  of  leather  articles. 


NO  "RUBBINQ  IN"  REQUIRED. 


Tiie  only  Leather  Oil  used  in 
the  German  Army. 

IN    TINS,   WITH    BRUSH    COMPLETE      {    ^^3^^^^)^^^^  %i/'pttt*froo. 


To  he  had  of  all  Dealers,  or  direct  from — 
The  Mars  Oil  (F)  Co.,  10  &  12,  Milton  St.,  LONDON,  E.G. 
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SEA  FISHING. 

Burnham  -  on  -  Crouch.  —  The  strong,  cold 
northerly  winds  and  the  heavy  downfall  of  hail, 
!-now,  and  rain  during  the  past  Easter  holidays  have 
been  dead  against  sea  angling  here.  The  weak 
before  sport  with  the  codling  was  very  good  ;  Mr. 
H.  Short  went  each  successive  day  and  had  takes 
of  from  fifty  to  eighty  each  outing  to  his  own  rod. 
I  was  prevented  going  by  having  a  bad  attack  of 
rheumatic  gout.  Good  sport  should  be  had  this 
week-end,  as  the  weather  has  turned  milder,  and  the 
tides  will  be  all  right  for  angling. — J.  Wbight. 

Falmouth.. — Mackerel  are  coming  in  plentifully. 
For  days  past  several  local  fishermen  have  landed 
with  catches  of  ten,  fifteen,  and  twenty  score.  Mr. 
Edgar  Hyde  and  Mr.  Ian  Boyton,  members  of  the 
B.S.A.S.,  on  April  18,  had  sixty-three  mackerel  and 
one  small  pollack,  the  latter  being  returned.  The 
most  remarkable  feature  was  the  fine  tackle  used 
by  Jlr.  Hyde — an  ordinary  split- cane  trout  rod 
weighing  only  a  few  ounces  and  the  finest  line  and 
gut  possible,  which  made  the  capture  more  notable. 
— H.  H.  Read. 

Penzance. — Strong  winds  have  prevented  fishing 
during  the  holidays.  On  April  21  and  22  the 
wind  moderated,  and  sport  was  fair.  Whiffing, 
Mr.  T.  Richards  caught  twenty-two  nice  pollack. 
Some  schools  of  mackerel  have  been  seen  playing. 
Ground  fishing,  Dr.  C.  S.  L^dell  (BS.A.S.)  on 
April  22,  caught  ten  gurnard  and  one  pollack. 
J.  H.  RowE  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — The  weather  is  much  too  cold  for 
"fishing,  either  on  the  piers  or  from  a  boat.  The 
pollack  are  not  feeding  at  all  well,  and  bass  are  not 
to  be  had  except  small  ones  about  Jib.  each.  A  few 
large  pollack  are  taken  by  the  Yealm  fi-hermen, 
who  are  nearer  the  marks  for  these  fish.  The 
whiting  boats  are  bringing  in  fair  catches,  but  the 
wind  is  very  treacherous,  and  the  best  fish  are  a 
bng  way  out.  Several  friends  from  the  "  Girt  " 
City  paid  us  a  visit,  but  sport  was  not  at  all  good. 
The  mullet  are  taking  fairly  well  in  the  G.VV.R. 
Docks  still,  but  they  are  not  sure  feeders — you  may 
have  to  go  out  several  times  before  they  are  on  the 
feed. — William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 


BEITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


Members  of  the  society  have  been  scattered  far 
and  wide  this  holiday  time,  and  at  the  ordinary 
meeting  of  members  next  Wednesday  we  may  have 
news  of  their  doings  and  of  the  weather. 

Last  Wednesday  was  a  dies  non,  and  the  rooms 
were  closed  all  the  week,  and  all  the  papers  we  e 
printed  a  day  too  soon  the  week  before  to  clear 
the  way.  But,  nevertheless,  the  Wednesday  pre- 
vious Mr.  Geare  read  his  paper,  or  rather  talked 
his  prepared  paper,  on  Zuk  Banks.  Mr.  S.  Read 
Clarke  occupied  the  chair,  Mr.  Pickup,  the  secretary, 
being  regrettably  absent  from  indisposition.  There 
had  been  some  speculation  as  to  the  locale  of 
the  Zuk  Banks.  Most  people  favoured  the  Dutch 
coast,  but  when  Mr.  Geare  started  his  experiences 
on  board  Ramsgate  smacks  fishing  from  Ramsgate, 
it  dawned  upon  those  present  that  this  was  a,  to 
them,  new  name  for  those  patches  of  blue  clay  to 
the  nor'ard  and  east'ard,  where  the  smacks  streak 
out  from  the  harbour  in  a  long  string  to  pick  up 
soles — good  soles  too 

Mr.  Geare's  p.iper  was  well  written  and  his  tale 
well  told.  His  experiences  in  the  trawlers  were 
pretty  familiar  to  most.  The  handling  of  the  trawl, 
as  he  described  it,  not  unfamiliar — the  arming  of 
the  lead  had  been  heard  of  before — the  "  miking" 
of  the  cunning  professional  while  hailing  in 
the  trawl-rope  was  no  new  experience,  but 
it  was  all  nicely  told,  and  it  was  aU  true, 
and  before  Mr.  Geare  resumed  his  seat  a 
critical  audience  was  pleased  and  satisfied.  There 
was  a  charming  absence  of  strain  and  effort  in  the 
relation  of  very  commonplace  incidents,  and  at  the 
end  the  audience  rose  in  very  hearty  appreciation 
of  Mr.  Geare's  e.'^forts  The  slides  promised  were 
imfortunately  not  forthcoming,  but  a  series  of  good 
descriptive  photographs  handed  round  did  service. 

Trawl  "  politicks  "  were  introduced  and  a  lively 
discussion  ensued,  but  tliere  was  nothing  new  to 
chronicle,  either  incidents  or  opinions. 

Chairman  and  lecturer  were,  of  course,  heartily 
thanked. 

The  evening  was  an  admirable  illustration  of  what 
has  so  often  been  said  about  Angling  Literature 
and  the  cause  of  its  popularity  with  the  angling 
fraternity.  In  Mr.  Sheringham's  exhaustive  paper 
he  did  not  fail  to  point  out  that  for  generations 
each  new  book  repeated  and  dealt  with  what  had 
already  been  written,  and  yet  the  books  were  read 
and  liked. 

So  it  was  with  Mr.  Geare's  paper.  All  he  said  had 
been  heard  before,  and  yet  everybody  was  pleased 
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to  hear  it  nicely  told  again.  The  recital  evoked  the 
memory  of  pleasant  days,  and  that  pleases  most 
anglers.  But  the  skill  with  which  this  was  done 
was  only  evident  when  Mr.  Geare  had  finished. 
Unfortunately,  few  me.i  possess  the  gift  as  racon- 
teurs. H.  P. 


THE  WATFOED  PISCATORS. 


At  the  Maiden  Hotel  on  Friday  evening  (April  3) 
the  annual  dinner  of  the  j Watford  Piscators  was  held. 
Mr.  C.  Herbert  Peacock  presided.  As  usual  at 
this  annual  gathering  of  local  fishermen  the  speeches 
were  very  brief,  and  the  company  was  therefore 
the  better  able  to  enjoy  the  excellent  entertainment 
which  the  musical  programme  provided.  The 
singers  included  Mr.  A.  A.  Judge,  Mr.  S.  R.  Sains- 
bury  (who  also  recited),  Mr.  E.  Hodgins,  Mr.  C. 
Henry  Peacock,  Mr.  .1.  Hodgins,  and  Mr.  J.  R. 
Pocock,  while  Mr.  Hutchins  accompanied. 
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in  was  made  at  a  more  convenient  place,  and 
members  could  get  the  full  benefit  of  their  catches. 
They  had  to  thank  the  Hon.  A.  HoUand-Hibbert 
for  his  present  of  a  lot  of  coarse  fish  from  Munden. 
Next  season  they  ought  to  have  good  sport,  as 
some  of  the  members  had  very  kindly  put  their 
hands  in  their  pockets  and  placed  a  fine  consign- 
ment of  brown  trout  in  the  upper  waters,  the 
average  weight  being  l.Ub. — the  standard  of  the 
club  was  14in.  They  had  to  thank  Mr.  Volck,  who 
had  again  drawn  a  souvenir  of  the  dirmer,  the 
sketch  being  reproduced  excellently  by  Mr.  C.  E. 
Allen,  and  which  we  reproduce.  They  were  very 
much  obliged  to  a  keen  Piscator  who  had  made 
them  a  very  suitable  present  in  the  shape  of  real 
turtle  for  their  dinner.  The  Chairman  went  on  to 
refer  to  the  work  of  the  secretary,  Mr.  Masser,  who 
had  done  so  much  for  the  success  of  the  club,  and 
in  conclusion  expressed  the  hope  that  the  Watford 
Piscators  would  long  continue  to  flourish. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  A.  Masser)  responded. 


From  the  Menu  of  the  Watford  Piscators'  Annual  Dinner,  April  3,  1908. 


After  the  toast  of  "  The  King,  Queen,  and  the 
Royal  Family,"  the  Chairman,  in  giving  the  toast 
of  the  evening,  "  The  Watford  Piscators,"  said  that 
the  club  was  one  of  the  few  in  Watford  that  pros- 
pered, and  this  was  due  to  the  energy  and  love  of 
sport  which  its  members  showed.  They  had  an 
excellent  committee,  a  good  secretary,  a  fine  presi- 
dent, and  generous  donors  of  fish,  while  they  had 
a  sportsmanlike  rule  prohibiting  the  taking  of  fish 
which  were  imder  a  certain  standard.  In  spite  of 
cold  weather  some  good  fish  had  been  taken  in 
club  waters.  For  instance,  trout  41b.  8oz.,  by  Mr. 
Turner,  with  fly.  Mr.  Turner  was  an  hon.  member, 
so  that  this  fish  was  not  weighed  in.  Then  jack 
of  111b.  loz.  and  21Jlb.  and  perch  of  21b.  12Joz. 
had  been  taken  by  Mr.  C.  Henry  Peacock,  while 
other  good  fish  had  not  been  weighed  in.  This  was 
chiefly  due  to  the  distance  of  the  headquarters 
from  the  waters,  but  he  understood  that  the  com- 
mittee had  made  arrangements  so  that  the  weighing 


He  said  that  the  season  had  been  very  poor  from 
a  fishing  point  of  view.  The  fish  had  not  been  nu- 
merous, but  they  had  made  up  for  this  in  quality. 
The  weight  of  the  biggest  jack  and  perch  constituted, 
he  should  think,  one  of  the  records  of  the  club. 
The  committee  were  shortly  retaking  the  water  at 
Brightwells,  and  the  Urban  Council  water  had  .been 
recently  taken  over  on  a  new  lease,  so  that  the 
members  would  have  plenty  of  scope  for  doing  a  lot 
more  fishing.  Mr.  Masser  said  that  tliey  had  had 
a  very  successful  season,  and  considering  the  new 
members  they  had  made  he  believed  they  would 
have  even  a  more  successful  time  this  season. 
Thanks  were  due  not  to  him  but  to  the  committee 
for  the  excellent  way  they  had  carried  out  their 
duties. 

The  Chairman  next  presented  the  prizes. 

'Mi.  C.  Henry  Peacock  gave  The  Visitors,"  and 
hoped  they  would  go  away  with  a  good  opinion  of 
the  club.    If  this  was  their  first  visit,  he  hoped  it 
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12/3,  14/-,  15/9,  17/6,  19/3,  &c. 

SUIT  LENGTHS 

"  Homespun  " 


Variety  of  Shades ;  Pure  Wool ;  unexcelled  for  Style  and  Hard  Wear. 


Fop  angling,  SHOOTING,  and  GOLFING 
SUITS  and  COSTUMES  any  of  the  cloths 
can  now  be  supplied  EXTRA  SHRUNK  and 
RAINPROOFED  at  a   small   extra  charg-e. 

When  treated  by  this  process  (which  renders  them  rain  but  not  air 
proof,  and   ENTIRELY  OBVIATES    SHRINKING)  the 

Bantry  Tweeds  form  ideal  materials  for  these  purposes  as  well  as 
for  General  wear. 

Patterns  free  from  THOMAS  COPITHORNE,  Bantry,  Ireland. 


4  Leading  Specialities  for 
the  Season. 

GREGSON'S  PATENT  SPRING  CLASP,  for  fishing  rod  joints 
will  save  you  endless  trouble  and  anxiety.  By  the  use  of  these  clasps 
the  joints  cannot  turn,  the  rings  are  always  in  a  straight  line,  and  the 
joints  cannot  come  out.  Simple  to  fit.  #/»  per  set,  post  free,  or  send 
us  your  rod  with  postal  order,  value  t/6,  and  we  will  fit  the  clasps  and 
return  by  next  post. 

GREGSON'S  2-PIECE  TAKE-DOWN  NET  STAFF,  with  the 

patent  clasp,  is  ahead  of  all  others ;  well  finished,  and  only  occupies  half 
the  room  of  others.    ^/6,  post  free. 

GREGSON'S  COLLAPSIBLE  LANDING  NET,  the  best  and  only  net 
of  this  description  on  the  market.    12/6  complete.    Salmon  size,  17/6, 

THE  GREGSON  BAG,  suitable  for  anglers,  shooters,  cyclists,  tourists,  and 
all  sportsmen,  post  free,  j?/- 


GREGSON  &  CO.,  Fishing  Tackle 


Makers, 

Tel.  0828. 


THE  NEW  CORRUGATED 

BOTTOM   GALVANIZED  STEEL  PUNT 

(Recommended  by  "John  Bickerdyke.") 

A  CHILD  CAN 
PUNT  IT, 

It  never  leaks;  never  grets 
watep-loggred. 


Do  not  purchase  an  obsolete 
wooden  punt. 


Size  of  Steel  Punt, 
13  ft.  6  in.  X  4  ft.  6  in. 

Price    J3T  lOs. 
PERCY  WADHAM  I  the  Royal  Family, 

  Newport,  Isle  o£  Wi^bt. 


Trout  Fishing 

FORTY  MINUTES  FROM  LONDON. 
ONE  OR  TWO  RODS  TO  LET. 

SEVEN  MILES  OF  STREAM,  PERHAPS  AS 
WELL  STOCKED  AS  ANY  IN  ENGLAND. 
ALL  FISHABLE. 

TROUT  AVERAGE  NEARLY  ONE  POUND. 

Comfortable  Quarters  close  to  water. 
For  particulars  apply  to  "MANAGER," 
ICKLEFORD  FISHERY,  HITCHIN,  HERTS. 


BEWARE 


of  People  assuming  and  tradings  in  tlie  name 
of  Ogrden.  AVOID  disappointment  by 
dealing   at   tlie  old-established  shop. 


JAMES  OGDEN 


PRACTICAL  ANGLER,  AND  MANUFACTURER  OF 
EVERY  DESCRIPTION  OF  FISHING  TACKLE. 


Maker  of  High-class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  Rods. 


!lBU<  Sanw 


The  Best  and  most  Artistic  Fly  Dressers  known  are  in  the  employ  of  JAMES  OQDEN. 

Jas.  Ogden's  "Multum  in  Parvo"  Fly  Rod,  2i/- 

A  BETTER  FLY  ROD  IS  BEYOND  THE  ART  OF  ROD  MAKING.   SENT  ON  APPROVAL  FOR  INSPECTION. 

IMPORTANT  CAUTION. 

The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  Fishing  Tackle  Business 

Telephone  27Y5.  ifi   Cheltenham,  Telegrams;  "  James  Ogden." 
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would  not  be  the  last.  No  men  received  visitors 
more  freely  than  fishermen — when  the  fish  were 
not  biting.  The  club  was  never  more  flourishing 
than  at  the  present  time,  and  they  never  had  better 
prospects  of  sport.  He  coupled  with  the  toast  the 
names  of  Mr.  Goodrich,  a  shining  light  ;  Dr.  Rud- 
yard,  whose  presence  showed  that  fishing  was  a 
healthy  occupation  ;  and  Mr.  Crumplen,  whose 
articles  they  always  read  with  such  interest. 

Mr.  T.  Crumplen  ("Old  Izaak "),  in  his  reply, 
said  that  his  little  efforts  were  always  at  the  service 
of  the  Watford  Piscators.  They  had  been  com- 
pensated for  the  badness  of  the  season  by  the 
quality  of  the  fish. 

Dr.  Rudyard  mentioned  that  in  the  old  days  he 
had  often  caught  roach  up  to  21b.  in  the  canal,  but 
one  never  heard  of  such  roach  being  taken  in  the 
canal  now  ;  whether  they  had  all  been  caught  or 
the  barges  had  churned  them  up  he  did  not  know. 

IMr.  Goodrich  gave  reminiscences  of  his  fishing 
on  the  Cornish  coast,  and  regretted  that  he  was 
\mable  to  fulfil  the  behest  of  the  member  of  the 
club  who  lent  him  a  rod  and  hoped  he  would  bring 
it  back  broken. 

Mr.  Harold  Sedgwick  proposed  "  The  Chairman," 
whom  he  described  as  a  keen  sportsman,  who  took 
a  great  interest  in  the  club,  and  one  who  had  more 
than  once  saved  the  lives  of  fishermen  who  had 
been  out  all  day  long  and  caught  nothing.  (Laughter 
and  applause.) 

The  Chairman  replied  in  a  humorous  vein.  The 
health  of  the  president  was  also  toasted,  and  the 
company  broke  up  soon  after  eleven  o'clock,  after 
a  very  pleasant  and  enjoyable  evening. 


PEESERVATION  OF  THE  AVON. 


The  thousands  of  local  anglers  in  the  townis  and 
villages  along  the  banks  of  the  Avon  will  have 
received  the  announcement  of  the  decision  of  the 
special  meeting  convened  by  the  Bristol  and  Dis- 
trict Association  with  the  utmost  satisfaction, 
inasmuch  as  on  the  success  of  the  Avon  Preser- 
vation and  Restocking  Society,  which  it  was  re- 
solved to  establish,  will  depend  the  future  of  the 
Avon  as  a  fishing  river.  Many  old  anglers  remember 
the  days,  about  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  when 
they  could  always  enjoy  good  sport  and  secure 
heavy  bags  from  the  local  reaches  of  the  Avon,  but 
in  more  recent  years,  owing  mainly  to  pollution 
of  the  water  and  the  incessant  netting,  the  river  has 
been  much  depleted  of  its  stock,  and  it  is  now  on 
the  rarest  occasions  that  satisfactory  sport  is  ob- 
tained, and  this  only  above  Bath. 

At  the  invitation  of  the  Bristol  and  District  A. A., 
of  which  Mr.  Geo.  Wathen  is  president,  Mr.  J.  V. 
Eyre,  secretary  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society,  generously  consented  to  come  to  Bristol 
for  the  purpose  of  addressing  the  representatives 
of  local  anglers  on  the  subject  of  the  formation  and 
working  of  preservation  societies.  The  meeting 
took  place  at  the  Crown  and  Dove  Hotel  on  Wednes- 
day evening  (April  15),  being  presided  over  by 
Mr.  George  Wathen. 

The  President,  in  calling  upon  Mr.  Eyre,  spoke 
of  the  excellent  work  the  Thames  Angling  Preser- 
vation and  Restocking  Society  had  done  for  anglers, 
and  hoped  as  a  result  of  Mr.  Eyre's  visit  a  similar 
society  would  be  formed  in  Bristol  for  the  preser- 
vation of  what  was  at  one  time  a  glorious  fishing 
river. 

Mr.  Eyre  expressed  the  •pleasure  it  gave  him  to 
xdsit  Bristol  and  to  meet  a  body  of  anglers  such  as 
he  saw  before  him.  The  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society  was  the  oldest  of  the  kind  in  the  kingdom, 
having  been  founded  in  1838,  and  had  amongst  its 
patrons  and  subscribers  his  Majesty  the  King  and 
H.R.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales.  He  (the  speaker) 
was  greatly  interested  some  time  back  when  he 
heard  that  they  in  Bristol  intended  to  found  a 
preservation  society  for  the  Avon,  and  knowing  as 
he  did  the  great  value  of  preservation  work,  it  was 
with  the  greatest  pleasure  he  accepted  the  invitation 
of  the  Bristol  and  District  Association  to  come 
down  to  Bristol  for  the  purpose  of  addressing  them. 
What  was  required  was  that  they  should  use  plenty 
of  tact  in  the  management  of  such  a  society  ;  they 
must  make  friends  on  every  hand,  and  work  amic- 
ably with  all  concerned.  The  T.A.P.S.  had  an 
excellent  set  of  »ules,  copies  of  which  he  had  pleasure 
in  handing  round,  and  he  suggested  that  the  local 
society  should  work  on  similar  lines.  The  first 
thing  they  must  do  towards  launching  such  a  society 
was  to  form  a  strong  committee  to  appoint  an 
influential,  energetic,  and  tactful  president  and 
other  officers.  Having  proceeded  so  far,  thej'  must 
then  consider  the  attitude  of  the  local  Board  of 
Conservators,  and  he  felt  sure  if  the  matter  was  laid 
before  them  in  a  plain,  straightforward  manner  the 
conservators  would  afford  the  Preservation  Society 
every  assistance.  Thanks  to  the  T.A.P.S.,  the 
Thames  to-day  held  a  splendid  head  of  fish,  and 
he  was  pleased  to  say  the  river  enjoyed  immunity 
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from  illegal  acts.  There  was  no  reason  whatever 
why  their  beautiful  Avon  should  not  be  put  in  a 
similar  condition.  All  that  was  required  was  deter- 
mination on  the  part  of  those  who  were  forming  the 
society,  and  he  heartily  wished  it  every  success. 
He  could  not  see  that  there  was  tlie  slightest  diffi- 
culty in  the  way  ;  it  simply  remained  for  members 
of  the  associations,  and,  in  fact,  all  anglers  in  the 
district,  to  back  up  the  Preservation  Society,  and 
success  would  be  assured.  Of  course  the  obtaining  of 
financial  support  was  very  important,  but  he  felt 
sure  that  all  anglers  would  be  ready  to  help  such  a 
movement  by  subscribing  towards  its  funds,  inas- 
much as  it  would  be  to  their  advantage  to  do  so. 
He  understood  there  was  a  lot  of  netting  in  the 
Avon  ;  well,  those  sort  of  things  were  always  met 
with  in  preservation  work,  and  it  wovild  be  part  of 
their  duty  to  overcome  such  obstacles.  They  had 
great  interests  and  very  great  stakes  to  play  for  ; 
it  was  a  question  not  only  for  to-day,  but  of  doing 
their  duty  to  future  generations  of  anglers.  To-day 
in  the  Thames  they  were  enjoying  the  labours  of 
those  who  were  no  more.  He  understood  they 
would  have  about  eighteen  miles  of  water  to  protect 
and  restock,  and  that  would  necessitate  the  employ- 
ment of  at  least  one  paid  keeper.  Other  assistance 
could  be  rendered  voluntarily,  as  it  was  done  on  the 
Thames.  He  hoped  they  would  form  a  society, 
and  he  wished  it  every  success. 

The  President  said  they  were  about  to  launch  a 
new  ship  from  the  old  port,  and  he  hoped  they  would 
be  able  to  do  the  same  good  work  in  Bristol  as  the 
Thames  Preservation  Society  had  done.  They  had 
a  splendid  river  practically  at  their  doors,  and  if 
they  could  make  it  a  good  fishing  river  there  would 
not  be  the  necessity  for  clubs  going  further  afield 
and  paying  big  rents  for  water.  It  was,  therefore, 
to  the  advantage  of  every  association  and  every 
angler  in  the  district  to  support  the  movement. 

Mr.  R.  D.  Frost  then  moved  that  for  the  united 
districts  of  Bristol,  Bath,  and  all  the  towns  situate 
on  the  Avon  a  preservation  society  be  formed. 
This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Stanley  Jones. 

Mr.  Varcoe  urged  that  the  preservation  work 
should  be  done  by  the  Bristol  and  District  Asso- 
ciation, and,  after  some  discussion,  the  mover  and 
the  seconder  of  the  resolution  agreed  to  alter  the 
motion  so  as  to  read  :  "  That  the  society  be  called 
the  Bristol  and  District  Anglers'  Association  and 
Avon  Preservation  and  Restocking  Society." 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Martin  (Keynsham),  Mr.  Eyre 
said  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society 
was  totally  distinct  from  the  angling  associations, 
but  it  was  very  heartily  supported  and  subscribed 
to  by  all  the  associations  in  London. 

Mr.  Harding  (Bath)  advocated  the  formation  of 
a  separate  conservancy  board  for  this  part  of  the 
Avon. 

Mr.  Underbill  moved  as  an  amendment  to  the 
resolution  that  the  society  be  called  "  The  Avon 
Preservation  and  Restocking  Association,"  and  that 
it  be  distinct  from  the  Bristol  and  District  Anglers' 
Association. 

This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Reynolds,  and  the 
mover  and  seconder  of  the  original  resolution 
ha\'ing  agreed  to  withdraw  their  motion,  Mr.  Under- 
hill's  proposition  was  unanimously  carried. 

It  was  further  decided  that  invitations  be  sent 
to^the  various  clubs  to  send  delegates  to  a  meeting 
to  elect  the  first  committee  of  the  new  society. 

In  reply  to  a  question,  Mr.  Eyre  said  the  Thames 
Conservancy  Board  and  the  T.A.P.S.  worked  most 
amicably  together.  The  conservators  had  never 
been  known  to  refuse  any  reasonable  application 
made  to  them  by  the  T.A.P.S.  ;  in  fact,  they 
helped  the  society  in  every  way  possible. — "  The 
Gentle,"  in  the  Bristol  Evening  News  of  April  18. 


Jlssociafions,  etc. 


Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 
I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  many  thanks  the 
receipt  of  £2  17s.,  Edmonton  and  Tottenham  A.S.; 
£6,  Stepney  A.S. ;  £2  10s.,  Good  Intent  A.S.; 
£3  10s.  6d.,  Monarch  A.S.;  14s.  2d.,  Freemasons  A.S.; 
10s.  6d.,  Izaak  Walton  A.S. ;  lOs.  6d.,  Mr.  Taylor, 
of  Hoddesdon.  — W.  H.  Barber,  9,  Hetley-road, 
Shepherd's  Bush. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
At  our  meeting  on  Wednesday,  April  1 5,  two  new 
members  were  elected  and  another  proposed.  The 
annual  general  meeting  will  take  place  on  Wednes- 
day next,  April  29.  Mr.  Dalmer  will  preside  in  the 
absence  of  our  president,  Mr.  George  Geen.  Fishing 
at  Harefield,  Mr.  Wood-Barrett  had  a  trout  of  1  Jib. 
(returned);  Mr.  Yarham,  a  trout  of  IJlb.,  a  chub 
over  31b. ;  a  perch  of  21b.,  all  carefully  returned  to 
the  water. — H.  W.  S. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
Although  somewhat  smaller  than  recently,  the 
meeting  at  Mason's  Hall  on  April  14,  over  which 
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Mr.  Charles  Tyerman  presided,  was  a  very  pleasant 
one.  No  special  subjects  were  on  the  agenda,  but 
the  award  of  the  challenge  cup  for  the  past  season 
and  other  matters  pro\  ided  more  or  less  interesting 
items  for  "  l.usiness  "  and  conversation.  Regarding 
the  annual  challenge  cup,  the  hon.  curator  announced 
that,  subject  to  approval  and  confirmation  by  the 
committee,  it  would  be  awarded  on  this — the  first — 
occasion  to  Mr.  Frank  James,  this  gentleman  having 
attained  a  total  of  1862'604  points.  A  gentleman, 
already  propo  ed,  w.is  ballottd  for  and  duly 
eltcted.  Respecting  the  house  supper  taking  place 
on  Tuesday,  April  28,  at  7  p.m.,  members  who  wish 
to  be  present  should  write  to  Mr.  E.  P.  Boamont, 
Park  View,  46,  Lorciship  Park,  Stoke  Newington,  N., 
who  has  charge  of  the  arrangements,  preferably  at 
once,  and  in  any  case  not  later  than  the  first  post 
on  Monday,  April  27.  The  customary  C.L. P. S.  toast 
and  a  particularly  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
able  and  courteous  chairman  brought  an  agreeable 
meeting  to  a  close.  It  is  hoped  that  mrmbers  will 
note  that  as  well  as  committee  and  oidinary 
meetings  being  held  on  May  5  next,  a  paper  will  I  e 
read  on  that  date  by  the  "  Trent  Otter"  (Mr.  J.  W. 
Martin),  which  should  not  be  missed. — Hon.  Sec. 

Clarence  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  J.  Plunkett  presided  at  our  last  meeting. 
Our  first  annual  dinner  takes  place  on  Tuesday, 
May  5.  Any  friend  wishing  to  attend  must  kindly 
communicate  early,  as  we  are  sorry  to  say  we  are 
limited  to  a  certain  number.  All  officers  are 
requested  to  attend  on  Tuesday  next,  April  28,  at 
8.30  sharp. — W.  J.  Carter,  Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  presided  at  the  usual  weekly  meet- 
ing on  April  14.  Several  applications  for  membership 
were  received,  and  two  gentlemen  were  elected. 
Owing  to  the  illness  of  Mr.  F.  Clay  the  exhibition  of 
fly-fishing  materials  was  postponed  till  May,  but 
Mr.  Hoyle  dropped  in  and  showed  some  capitally 
tied  trout  flies  and  some  "  Inky  Boys,"  and  besides 
these  some  first-rate  examples  of  Sheffield  roach 
rods  were  on  view.  These,  all  agreed,  were 
some  of  the  handiest  weapons  for  the 
particular  style  of  f  shing  we  have  ever 
seen,  and  the  cost  very  small.  It  is  hoped  that 
some  similar  ones  will  be  on  show  on  May  5. 
Sport  has  been  very  quiet,  and  no  wonder  with 
the  wretchedly  cold  weather  we  have  had.  Mr. 
Salmond  has  had  trout  up  to  thirteen  inches,  and 
Mr.  A.  J.  Saunders  some  from  Chesham.  On 
April  16  Mr.  Eldred  had  three  trout  at  Chesham, 
though  the  wind  wa^  blowing  half  a  gale 
and  piercingly  cold.  Not  a  rise  was  to  be  seen 
till  evening,  and  then,  in  spite  of  the  cold,  the  trout 
fed  well  for  about  an  hour.  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  will 
give  a  reading  next  Tuesday,  and  it  is  hoped  there 
will  hd  a  good  muster  of  members  and  friends. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

Thicket  Piscatorial  Society. 

The  above  society  held  their  fifth  annual  dinner 
at  headquarters,  the  Thicket  Hotel,  Anerley,  with 
Mr.  E.  J.  Orpin  in  the  chair,  Messrs.  G.  Hutchins 
and  R.  Tannerhill  sh  aring  the  vice-chair.  The 
company  was  a  large  and  merry  one,  with  many 
visitors  and  friends,  and  all  enjoyed  to  the  full  the 
excellent  dinner  provided  by  Host  Tom  Hutchins. 
The  chairman,  in  proposing  the  toast  of  the  evening, 
that  of  "  The  Society,"  touched  upon  the  financial 
success  of  the  same,  and  judging  by  the  splendid 
show  of  specimens  under  glass  on  the  walls  proved 
that  the  membeis  were  keen,  enthusiastic  sportsmen, 
and  called  upon  the  hon.  sec,  Mr.  C.  Thompson, 
to  give  other  interesting  matters  in  detail,  which 
that  gentleman  did  in  his  usual  able  manner.  The 
musical  portion  of  the  prooramme  was  placed  in 
the  capable  hands  of  Mr.  Arthur  Withers,  and  as 
usual  the  songs,  instrumental  solos,  and  recitations 
were  of  the  very  best.  The  National  Anthem 
brought  to  a  close  the  most  successful  meeting  the 
"  Thickets  "  have  ever  held. — E.  O. 

West  Hajipstead  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  W.  Salmon  presided  on  April  13.  The  annual 
dinner  was  arranged  for  May  28  at  headquarters. 
The  hon.  bailiff  reported  the  capture  of  four  trout 
(largest,  31b.  5Jo/..)  by  Mr.  De-Luzy,  two  by  Mr. 
Dickens,  and  one  by  Mr.  Anthony.  The  gold 
championship  medal  has  been  won  by  Mr.  W.  Price, 
who  also  holds  the  championship  shield.  The  Sevd 
challenge  cup  for  pike,  held  last  season  by  ;Mr.  W. 
Pric?,  has  been  won  by  the  hon,  sec.  with  a  fish  of 
131b.  3ioz.  The  general  meeting  has  been  fixed  for 
Mondajs  May  18.  Last  week-end  eight  sizeable 
trout  were  weighed  in.  Mr.  J.  E.  Post,  two  fish, 
41b.  loz.  and  31b.  ;  Mr.  Rambler,  31b.  lOoz.  and 
1  lb.  IS^oz.  ;  Mr.  T.  Anthony,  31b.  2oz.  and  1  lb.  9oz. ; 
Mr.  Go'ddard,  1  lb.  8oz.,  and  another  fish  by  Mr.' 
Rambler  was  returned  to  the  water.  The  largest 
fish  caught  by  Mr.  Post  was  taken  during  the  snow- 
storm on  Monday. — A.  E.  Jarvis,  Hon.  Sec. 
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Jottings  by  the  Way, 


The  streams,  rejoiced  that  winter's  work  is  done. 
Talk  of  to-morrow' s  cowslips  as  they  run. 
Wild  apple  !  thou  art  bursting  into  bloom ; 
Thy  leaves  are  coming,  snowy-blossom'd  thorn  ! 
Wake,  buried  lily  !    lipirit,  quit  thy  tomb  ; 
And  thou,  shade-loving  hyacinth,  be  born  ! 

— Ebenezer  Elliott. 


Anglers'  Association. 

Me.  R.  G.  Woodruff  writes: — "  Tho  annual 
meeting  of  the  Anglers'  Association  will  be  held  at 
the  Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden-lane,  Barbican, 
E.G.,  on  Monday,  April  27,  at  8  p.m.  The  president, 
Mr.  Philip  Geen,  will  be  in  the  chair.  The  com- 
mittee and  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  will  be 
elected,  and  the  balance-sheet  and  statement  of 
accounts  will  be  submitted." 


City  of  London  Piscatorials. 

Members  and  friends  are  reminded  that  a 
"House  Supper"  will  take  place  on  Tuesday 
evening,  April  28,  at  seven  o'clock  precisely,  at  the 
Masons'  Hall  Tavern,  Coleman-street.  These  re- 
unions are  always  very  pleasant,  and  a  large 
attendance  is  anticipated.  On  the  following  Tuesday 
evening.  May  5,  Mr.  J.  W.  Martin  ("The  Trent 
Otter")  will  read  a  paper,  entitled,  "Jottings  from 
an  Old  Angler's  Memory."  Verily  the  C.L.P.S.  do 
keep  the  ball  a-rolling. 

»  *  *  * 

On  Wednesday  evening,  April  29,  at  the  Bedford 
Head  Hotel,  Bedford  Square,  the  Highbury  anglers 
will  dine,  when  the  chair  will  be  taken  by  Mr.  Wm. 
Senior,  editor  of  the  Field. 

*  *  *  * 

On  Saturday  evening,  May  2,  the  Lychnobites 
will  dine  at  the  Horse  hoe  Hotel,  Tottenham  Court- 
road,  when  Councillor  G.  T.  Wilkes  will  preside. 
Dinner  at  seven  sharp. 

*  *  »  » 

On  the  same  date.  May  2  ("how  happy  could  I 
be  with  either  !  "  )  the  Stockwell  anglers  hold  their 
twelfth  annual  dinner  at  the  Perseverance  Hotel, 
Vass  ill-road,  Brixton.  Hon.  Sec.  A.  Pain  hopes  to 
see  a  large  attendance,  and  judging  from  some  of 
the  dinners  I  have  been  privileged  to  att.^nd,  they 
will  have  a  "  bumper." 

*  *  *  * 

Tuesday,  May  5,  has  been  fixed  for  the  annual 
dinner  of  the  "  Clarence "  Piscatorials,  at  the 
Clarence  Hotel,  Old  Brompton-road,  S.W.  Although 
a  comparatively  young  club  it  is  making  rapid 
strides  under  the  tegia  of  Mr.  Gaskell  Isaacs. 

*  *  *  * 

Following  the  Clarence  dinner  there  will  be  a 
large  foregathering  of  anglers  and  their  friends  from 
many  angling  societies  at  the  Holborn  Town  Hall, 
on  Wednesday  evening.  May  6.  The  occasion  is  a 
Grand  Hohemian  Concert,  given  by  the  "Ariel 
Vocal  Quartette."  Messrs.  Cribb,  Langton,  Ward, 
and  Haddon.  A  real  treat  is  in  store  for  all  who 
can  be  present.    Commence  7.45  p.m.  prompt. 


Donald  Macdougal,  who  is  a  great  angler, 
started  to  dress  his  own  fiy-hooks.  He  was  met  by 
a  crony  one  day,  who  said  :  "  I  hear  ye've  begun  to 
dress  yer  ain  hooks  noo,  Donal'.  Is  that  true  ?" 
"  It's  a'  that,"  answered  Donald.  "  Aan'  can  ye 
put  them  up  onything  nateral  like  ?  "  inf4uired  the 
crony.  "1  dinna  ken  for  that,"  replied  Donald, 
"  but  there  was  a  spider  ran  awa'  wi'  twa  o'  them 
yesterday." 


The  Inconvenience  of  Eels. 

According  to  Mr.  L.  Vandersnickt,  eels  always  go 
tail  first  when  endeavouring  to  pass  through  any 
small  opening,  or  to  escape  through  the  meshes  of 
a  net.  Writing  in  one  of  the  Belgian  magazines  he 
gives  a  curious  illustration  of  this  habit.  Not  long 
ago  the  water  in  a  pond,  some  ten  acres  in  extent, 
was  found  to  have  risen  about  twenty  inches  above 
its  uiual  level.  An  inspection  of  the  grating  at  the 
overfall — which  was  about  thirty  inches  square,  and 
consisted  of  a  series  of  iron  cross-bars  about  one- 
third  of  an  inch  apart — revealed  the  fact  that  it 
was  almost  completely  blocked  by  the  heads  of  a 
number  of  small  eels  which,  in  endeavouring  to 
pass  through  tail  first,  had  stuck  fast  and  been 
drowned.  In  order  to  clear  the  grating  it  was 
found  necessary  to  cut  off  the  heads  of  the  eels  on 
the  pond  side  of  the  grating  and  draw  their  bodies 
out  one  by  one. 


'  For  He's  a  Jolly  Good  Fellow." 

"  When  people  stand  up  at  the  close  of  a  public 
dinner  and  join  in  the  chorus  of  the  familiar  song, 
'  For  he's  a  jolly  good  fellow,'  they  are  perhaps 
ignorant  of  the  antiquity  of  the  air  they  are  singing," 
says  the  Musical  Home  Journal.  "  The  words  were 
only  written  in  1827,  and  belong  to  the  second  verse 
of  a  song  which  was  first  known  as  '  We  won't  go 
home  till  morning,'  but  the  air  is  adapted  from  the 
famous  French  song  known  as  '  Malbrook  s'en  va 
t'en  guerre,*  or  sometimes  called  'Malbrook'  for 
short.  It  was  composed  in  provincial  French  to 
ridicule  the  great  Duke  of  Marlborough,  and  to 
throw  a  slur  on  his  exploits.  There  are  no  fewer 
than  twelve  verses  to  the  original  French  song, 
which  was  improvised,  both  words  and  music,  by 
an  unknown  French  soldier  on  the  night  after  the 
battle  of  Malplaquet,  Sept.  11,  1709,  in  the  tent  of 
the  Mardchal  de  Villars  at  Quesnay,  not  far  from 
the  memorable  battle-field." 


Large  Fish. 

The  Allgemeine  Fischerei-Zeitung  records  the 
capture  of  a  wels,  or  sheat  fish  (Silurus  glanis),  near 
Potsdam,  which  weighed  lOOlb.,  and  of  a  carp 
near  Passau  weighing  301b.  It  is  not  stated  whether 
they  were  caught  in  a  net  or  by  rod  and  line. 


Emt'Uf. 


ANGLING. 

Published,  May  2,  1817,  by  J.  Wheble, 
28,  Warwick-square,  London. 

"  When  thus  they  lie,  look  out  the  best  chub, 
which,  setting  yourself  in  a  right  place,  you  may 
very  easily  see,  let  your  bait  fall  gently  upon  the 
water  three  or  four  inches  before  him,  and  you  will 
be  sure  to  catch  him  " — Izaak  Walton,  quoted  in 
the  Sporting  Magazine,  1818. 


Get  off  the  Earth  ! 

Decidedly  the  lot  of  the  German  angler  is  not  a 
happy  one,  says  the  Deutsche  Fischerei-Zeitung. 
Tha  authorities  seem  to  take  a  delight  in  harrying 
him  from  post  to  pillar  and  from  pillar  to  post.  Not 
long  ago  four  workmen  were  summoned  by  the 
Procurator-Fiscal  for  angling  in  the  Kaiserfahrt,  and 
were  fined  two  marks  each,  on  tho  ground  that  they 
were  injuring  the  banks  of  the  canal.  They  appealed, 
and  the  conviction  has  now  been  quashed  by  the 
Swinemiinde  magistrates,  who  found  that  the  fishing 
permits  issued  to  the  four  delinquents  by  the  Swine- 
miinde  Inspector  of  Fisheries  expresdy  forbade 
fishing  from  a  boat,  and  as  there  was  no  other  place 
from  which  the  defendants  could  exercise  their  right 
to  fish,  they  must  be  allowed  to  do  so  from  the  bank. 
It  was  a  lucky  thing  for  these  four  poor  men  that  the 
magistrates  did  not  remember  there  were  such 
things  as  balloons ! 


"Pictorial  Comedy." 

Easter  eggs  are  not  confined  to  buns,  eggs,  and 
outings ;  fortunately  "  there  are  others,"  and 
amongst  them  may  be  classed  the  May  number  of 
"Pictorial  Comedy."  This  cheery  publication 
arrived  just  in  time  for  the  holidays,  and  must  have 
proved  a  silver  lining  to  many  an  Easter  Monday 
cloud.  In  these  times  of  storms,  bliz/.srds,  and 
Arctic  bree/.es,  it  is  comforting  to  think  that  one 
can  stay  safely  at  home,  saving  the  train  fare,  and 
spending  sixpence  on  the  purchase  of  such  a  budget 
of  bright  stories  and  merry  pictures. 


Thetford  and  District  A.S. 

What  is  described  as  a  "  Social  "  and  distribution 
of  prizes  took  place  recently  at  the  Anchor  Hotel, 
Thetford.  An  account  of  the  doings  of  this  up-to- 
date  society  will  appear  next  week. 


Shinty.  — Scots  at  Play  on  Wimbledon  Common, 

On  Good  Friday  the  annual  shinty  match  (scratch 
teams),  Lowlanders  versus  Highlanders,  was  played 
at  "Windmill,"  Wimbledon  Common,  where  a 
large  concourse  of  interested  spectators  assembled 
from  all  parts  of  London  and  its  immediate 
suburban  neighbourhood.  The  meeting  and 
arrangements  were  by  the  doyen  of  the  Scot- 
tish Clans'  Associations  of  -  London,  Mr. 
J.  M.  Watson,  who,  for  over  three  decades 
has  been  a  marked  personage  re  shinty  matters  in 
the  Metropolis.  The  respective  teams,  Lowlanders 
and  Highlanders,  are  not  so  designated  from  any 
difference  in  the  ethnology  of  the  players,  but  merely 
to  give  a  fancy  name  in  the  mouths  of  Saxon  readers. 
The  respective  hon.  captains  are  both  Highlanders 
and  acknowledged  perfervid  Scots,  the  one  from 
Per^hshire,  the  other  Inverness.  But  what  seemed 
a  strange  anomaly  was  the  fact  of  a  Gaelic  speaker 
leading  the  Lowlanders,  and  the  non-Gaelic  speaker 
leading  the  Gaels  or  Highlanders  (a  strong  sprinkling 
of  Gaelic  speakers  in  both  teams).  It  was  no  un- 
common thing  to  hear  the  remarks,  "  Cia  mar  tha 
thu,  Dhomhuil,  Sheumas,  agus  Ian  ?  "  "  Bual  e  "  ; 
"Cum  suas  e";  "Sin  thu  bhalaich  "  ;  " 'S  mha' 
roinn  thu  sin,"  and  such  like,  sounding  in  the  ear, 
coming  from  both  sides  of  the  field  of  play. 

*  *  *  * 

After  the  match,  the  members  and  a  large  party 
of  friends  adjourned  to  the  Star  and  Garter  Hotel, 
Putney,  to  partake  of  the  good  things  provideil  in 
the  dining  hall.  The  meeting  was  presided  over  by 
Mr.  James  Macgillivray  Watson,  who  proposed  the 
usual  loyal  and  patriotic  toasts.  The  toast  of  the 
evening,  "  Camanachd,"  was  proposed  by  Mr.  T. 
Jeffray  Ross  in  a  witty  and  telling  speech 
of  adventures  in  the  fifteenth  century,  quoting 
poetry  on  the  game.  He  coupled  with  the 
toast  the  names  of  the  Chairman  for  the 
Scottish  Clans,  Mr.  D.  Mackintosh,  "  London 
Camanachd,"  and  Mr.  J.  P.  Crotty,  of  the  London 
Irish.  Mr.  Watson,  in  response,  thanked  Mr.  Ross 
and  those  present  for  the  support  given  him  from 
time  to  time.  The  interest  in  shinty  was  yearly 
increasing,  as  the  crowds  attending  their  meetings 
amply  testified.  Mr.  Mackintosh  and  Mr.  Crotty  also 
replied.  The  toast  of  "  The  Ladies"  was  proposed 
by  Mr.  Macneil,  and  responded  to  by  Mr.  James  Ken- 
nedy. The  "  Winning  Team  and  Chairman"  was  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.G.Horton-Smith,  who  paid  an  eloquent 
tribute  to  Mr.  Watson  for  his  untiring  efforts  on 
behalf  of  shinty,  and  his  having  procured,  through 
the  kindness  of  Sir  Thomas  R.  Dewar,  a  challenge 
trophy  shield  for  annual  shinty  competition.  Mr. 
Watson  feelingly  replied,  detailing  particulars  and 
his  high  hopes  of  making  said  competitions  for  the 
shield  worthy  of  Scots  (and  Scotland)  in  London. 
The  shield  is  a  beautiful  piece  of  workmanship,  and 
its  future  home,  the  Scots  Corporation  Hall,  Crane- 
court,  Fleet-street,  London.  He  notified  that  next 
shinty  match,  followed  by  a  dance,  will  take  place 
on  Whit  Monday,  June  8. 


Nightingales,  Cuckoos,  and  Blizzards. 

This  is  from  my  old  friend,  Mr.  J.  Wright,  of 
Burnham  -  on  -  Crouch  : — "  Dear  Drag, — Yesterday 
(April  21),  I  heard  the  nightingale  for  the  flr,-t  time 
this  season.  I  heard  it  again  to-day  up  in  my  corner 
of  the  Burnham  allotments,  being  three  days  earlier 
than  I  heard  it  last  year.  Also  on  April  211  heard 
the  note  of  the  cuckoo,  or  if  it  was  not  the  bird 
itself  the  imitation  was  marvellous." 

»  *  *  * 

I  regret  to  say  that  I  have  not  heard  the  nightingale 
this  week,  but  I  have  heard  a  gale  in  the  night  this 
week.  As  regards  the  cuckoo,  I  have  kept  in  close 
touch  with  the  "  cooky,"  because,  as  some  readers 
may  have  noticed,  we  have  had  rather  unsettled 
weather  since  Thursday,  April  16,  and  "home, 
sweet  home  "  was  infinitely  preferable  to 

Dragnet. 
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Pfovineial  flflglitig  l^otes. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post, 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  large  number  of  anglers  turned  out  for  the 
week-end,  but,  owing  to  the  vile  weather,  they  rnet 
with  very  indifferent  sport.    A  very  pleasant  even- 
ing was  spent  at  our  headquarters  on  Wednesday 
evening,  April  15,  when  Dr.  Mabberley  gave  his 
interesting  lecture  on  the  Wye  and  Severn,  which 
was  illustrated  with  limelight  views.    The  lecture 
was  well  attended,  and  was  of  a  more  than  interesting 
character,  and  was  very  ably  given.    A  collection 
was  made  during  the  evening  for  our  Benevolent 
Society,  which  realised  a  nice  amount.    The  removal 
of  the   Birmingham  Association  to  fresh  head- 
quarters will  be  decided  at  the  next  committee 
meeting.    Owing  to  the  large  number  of  new  clubs 
increasing  the  number  of  delegates,  the  present 
place  of  meeting  is  not  large  enough  for  our  accom- 
modation.   Mr.  D.  Mason,  the  president  of  the 
Dudley  Association,  gave  a  very  interesting  lecture 
to  his  members  last  week  on  fly  fishing.    A  display 
of  tackle  and  artificial  flies  was  shown  and  some 
very  useful  information  upon  the  art  was  given  by 
the    lecturer.    The    same    evening    medals  were 
awarded  to  the  members  for  taking  specimen  fish 
from  their  club  waters  during  the  past  season.  The 
following  are  the  prize-winners: — Pike,  101b. lloz. 
Mr.   D.   Mason;    chub,   S^b.,   Mr.   T.  Thomas- 
bream,    31b.    lOfoz.,    Mr.    F.    Woodhall ;  roach, 
lib.  ^oz.,  Mr.  J.  Warren.    A  conference  of  the 
representatives  of  the  P.A.A.  and  the  B.D.U.A.A. 
will  be  held  in  the  near  future  to  consider  the 
question  of  the  Worcester  County  Council  making 
application  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture  for  a  pro- 
visional order  to  alter  conditions  regulating  the 
fishing  of  the  Severn. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Trouting  over  the  Easter  holidays  was  wretched 
in  the  extreme  in  this  district.  A  bitterly  cold 
wind  blew  from  the  north-east,  and  showers  of 
sleet,  hail,  and  snow  were  frequent,  and  to  this  must 
be  added  dead-low  and  gin-clear  streams.  A 
large  number  of  rods  were  out,  as  there  are  many 
who  have  to  fish  these  holidays,  or  fish  not  at  all, 
be  the  conditions  good,  bad,  or  indifferent  ;  but 
little  or  next  to  nothing  was  or  could  be  done. 
Individual  good  trout  have  been  killed  on  Winder- 
mere, both  with  fly  and  by  trolling,  but  general 
all-round  results,  both  on  lake  and  stream,  have 
been  very  disheartening.  To-day  (April  21)  it  is 
much  warmer,  and  signs  of  a  change  for  the  better 
are  not  wanting. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  whole  country  is  up  in  arms  about  the  action 
of  leading  officials  openly  countenancing  fishing  in 
close  season.  It  ia  of  no  use  the  Bolton  Anglers' 
Association  being  declared  not  to  be  officially  pro- 
moting the  trip  if  they  allow  fish  caught  during 
Easter,  1908,  to  be  weighed  in  for  prizes  for  "long 
distance  waters."  Many  clubs  in  the  town  have 
declared  against  such  weighing  in, 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

■  At  the  early  time  of  writing  these  notes  it  is  im- 
possible to  estimate  the  amount  of  sport  obtained 
by  our  city  rods  during  the  Easter  holidays.  It 
may  bo  taken  for  granted  that  very  little  was 
lone,  and  this  opinion  is  formed  from  reports 
personally  given  to  the  writer  by  those  who  have 
been  into  Scotland  and  elsewhere.  Parties  visiting 
Llanymynech,  Lockerbie,  and  other  places  in 
North  Wales  and  Scotland  have  any  amount  of 
reports  of  the  weather,   but  very  few  of  fish. 

Buckland  anglers  voted  for  a  smoker  next 
Wednesday.    A  few  of  our  locals  will  remember 
a,*""^?  *o  Llangollen  from  the  fact  that  a  water- 
bailiff  caught  them  in  possession  of  salmon  fry, 
which  in  their  ignorance  they  kept  as  trout. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Doings  were  remarkably  quiet  throughout  the 
lohdays,  and  no  wonder,  for  the  weather  was  foul 
n  the  extreme.  First  we  had  snow,  then  a  mixture 
I a,nd  sleet,  next  haU,  and  finally  snow  again.  ' 
i.dded  to  these  drawbacks,  the  wind  raged  with 
nereasmg  fury  from  the  north  and  north-east. 

he  weath&r,  all  round,  was  bitterly  cold.  Visitors 

0  the  confluence  of  the  Greet  with  the  Trent  at 

1  iskerton  picked  up  sundry  trout  with  the  worm, 
mployed  for  the  most  part  on  heavy  tight-floating 
aclde.  Light  tackle  in  the  choppy  waters  was 
iractically  useless.  I  much  regret  to  announce  the 
leath  of  a  prominent  member  of  the  Wellington 
ociety.    For  years  Mr.  John  Greaves  had  been 


on  the  committee,  and  he  was'  a  regular 
visitor  to  the  society's  well-known  fishery  at 
Cavendish  Bridge  and  Shardlow.  He  succumbed  to 
pneumonia  on  Thursday,  April  16,  and  was  buried 
oii  luesday  in  our  General  Cemetery.  Many  repre- 
sentatives of  the  "  Wellington "  attended  the 
funeral,  and  beautiful  wreaths  were  placed  on  the 
grave.  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis  was  present  at  the 
recent  dinner  and  "smoker"  of  the  Waltonian 
Society,  and  promised  the  executive  four  valuable 
prizes  for  the  coming  season.  On  Wednesday  tho 
wind  got  round  into  the  south-west,  and  at  the 
period  of  despatching  these  notes  the  weather  had 
become  more  settled  and  considerably  warmer. 


READING  AND  DISTRICT  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION.  ' 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Our  rivers  are  all  in  capital  condition  for  angling. 
A  few  rods  have  been  out  on  the  club  water,  and 
had  a  little  sport.  Two  or  three  visited  the 
Teme,  and  tried  fly  and  maggot.  All  had  fish, 
but  the  maggot  was  the  most  successful.' 
One  angler  (Mr.  Jones,  Lamb  and  Flag  Inn)  had 
good  sport  in  the  Severn  below  iDiglis  Weir  with 
artificial  minnow.  He  killed  two  fine  fresh  run 
salmon  in  less  than  two  hours,  and  the  following  day 
two  salmon  trout,  the  largest  being  about  3|lb. 
A  general  meeting  of  the  Worcester  and  District 
Angling  Association  will  be  held  on  April  27  to 
discuss  the  provisional  order  applied  for  by  the 
County  Council  under  the  Salmon  and  Freshwater 
Fisheries  Act,  1907,  for  the  regulation  of  the  fisheries 
of  the  fishing  district  of  the  River  Severn,  and 
decide  what  action  shall  be  taken  in  respect  of 
those  clauses  which  affect  anglers'  interests. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  very  harsh  since  last  notes 
were  posted,  cold,  piercing  winds  blowing  from  the 
north-east.  The  weather  for  the  greater  part  of 
the  time  has  also  been  too  bright,  and  sport  in 
consequence  has  not  been  up  to  anticipation.  The 
rivers  are  beginning  to  run  low,  and  rain  is  badly 
needed  at  present  to  enlarge  their  volumes  and  to 
freshen  things  up.  Lake  fishing  has  been  difficult 
on  some  days  and  quite  impossible  on  others. 
Cork. 

At  the  April  meeting  of  the  Cork  Board  of  Con- 
servators the  secretary,  Mr.  Brennan,  reported  that 
since  the  previous  meeting  William  Sullivan  has 
been  prosecuted  for  drift-net  fishing  in  the  Lee,  near 
Tivoli,  on  March  18,  and  fined  £5.  A  prosecution 
against  a  man  for  the  alleged  throwing  of  an  explo- 
sive into  the  Bride  had  not  been  sustained  at 
Ballincollig  Petty  Sessions,  and  that  the  case 
against  Patrick  Bullman  for  fishing,  as  was  alleged, 
a  net  during  the  weekly  close  in  the  Lee  had  been 
dismissed.  Dm-ing  the  month  the  constabulary 
and  bailiffs  had  seized  seventeen  nets  in  the  Lee  and 
the  harbour.  Owing  to  the  lack  of  fmids  it  was 
decided  to  redtice  the  number  of  bailiffs  between 
Patrick's  Bridge  and  the  harbour  from  twelve  to 
four.  Tlie  chairman  read  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Fishery  Department,  expressing  the 
hope  of  the  board  that  tho  inspectors  would  be 
able  to  arrange  for  the  continuance  of  the  grant 
made  by  the  Department  for  some  time  past  in  aid 
of  the  protection  of  salmon  on  the  lines  suggested 
between  Messrs.  Green  and  Holt  and  the  com- 
mittee. These  lines  were  that  for  every  £3  contri- 
buted by  the  Department  the  board  should  collect 
locally  £1,  the  contribution  from  the  Department 
not  to  exceed  £250.  Without  this  contribution 
the  f imds  at  the  disposal  of  the  board  were  entirely 
inadequate  to  keep  down  wholesale  poaching.  The 
only  reply  received  to  the  letter  was  an  acknow- 
ledgment of  its  receipt. 

North  of  Ireland. 
The  rivers  generally  are  in  low  condition,  and  as 
the  weather  throughovit  the,  Easter  holidays  was 
of  the  cold  bright  type,  little  was  done,  save  on  the 
big  waters,  the  pools  of  which  fished  pretty  well. 
In  the  past  week  a  large  number  of  trout-fry  from 
the  liilrea  Hatchery  was  turned  into  the  Moyola 
and  other  tributaries  of  the  Bann.  The  Erne  is 
fishing  somewhat  better,  despite  the  north-east 
winds,  the  reaches  about  Belleek  and  Ballyshannon 
giving  the  best  results.  Salmon  fishing  should 
shortly  commence  on  the  Erne.  The  momitain 
lakes  are  beginning  to  give  sport.  These  waters 
are  fairly  well  stocked  with  herring-sized  trout, 
which  rise  freely  to  the  fly.  The  Moiu-ne  is  suffering 
from  the  general  low  water,  but  some  sport  \^-as 
obtained  on  the  streams  and  deep  pools.  Trout  are 
well  in  evidence  this  season  all  over  the  Newtown- 
stewart  reaches,  and  also  in  the  upper  waters. 
Brigadier-General  A.  Wilson,  C.B.,  commanding 
the  Fifteenth  Infantry  Brigade,  Belfast,  has  ac"^ 
cepted  the  vice-presidency  of  the  Belfast  Anglers' 
Association  in  succession  to  Major-General  Dawson, 
C.V.O.,  who  has  just  been  transferred  to  London 
to  command  the  Second  Division  of  the  Territorial 
Force. 


The  above  association  held  its  annual  meeting 
and  dinner  at  the  Great  Western  Hotel  on  Tuesday 
evening,  April  14.  At  the  annual  meeting  Mr.  W. 
Bonny  was  voted  to  the  chair.  The  thirty-second 
annual  report  stated  : — The  committee  regret  to 
have  to  record  the  resignation  by  Mr.  W.  Walford 
Ridley  of  the  office  of  president  of  the  association.  It 
is  for  this  meeting  to  elect  a  pre.sident,  and  the  com- 
mittee feel  that  they  and  the  association  are 
to  be  congratulated,  inasmuch  as  Mr.  Charles  F. 
Simonds  (the  hon.  treasurer  of  the  association) 
has  consented  to  be  nominated  for  the  office. 
Another  resignation  is  submitted  with  regret  to  this 
meeting,  namely,  that  of  Mr.  William  Ferguson, 
who,  owing  to  ill-heath,  resigns  the  office  of  auditor. 
During  the  past  year  the  committee  have  had  by 
resolution  to  deeply  deplore  the  death  of  their  old 
and  valued  colleague  Mr.  J.  W.  Lindars.  A  fair 
number  of  trout  were  taken  in  1907,  and  two  of  the 
three  recorded  in  the  present  season  were  taken  out 
of  water  under  the  care  of  the  association.  With 
reference  to  the  work  of  restocking,  the  com- 
mittee report  that  on  Feb.  22,  1908,  214  two- 
year-old  brown  trout  (Salmo  fario),  nine  to 
eleven  inches  in  length,  were  placed  in  the 
Thames.  Also  on  March  14,  1908,  220  perch 
and  100  tench  were  equally  well  disposed  of. 
The  committee  record  with  pleasure  that  from  recent 
interviews  between  officers  of  the  association  and 
officials  of  the  Thames  Conservancy  it  is  evident 
that  the  Conservancy  are  more  than  ever  desirous  of 
a  mutual  protection  of  the  river  by  all  interests  con- 
cerned, and  their  requirement  that  the  assistance  of 
the  bailiffs  in  preventing  illegalities  shall  be  most 
thorough  has  been  communicated  to  the  men.  The 
annual  gudgeon  flshing  took  place  at  Sonning  on 
Aug.  27,  1907,  when  Mr.  W.  Walford  Ridley  enter- 
tained the  members  present  to  luncheon  at  the 
"  White  Hart "  Hotel. 

At  the  dinner  which  followed,  the  president 
announced  apologies  from  the  Lord- Lieutenant, 
Mr.  Ridley  (late  president),  Mr.  Rufus  Isaacs,  K.C., 
M.P.,  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  (Fishing  Gazette),  Mr. 
A.  E.  Hobbs  (hon.  secretary  Henley  Association), 
and  other  gentlemen. 

The  president,  in  giving  the  toast  of  the  associa- 
tion, said  they  regretted  the  absence  of  Mr.  Ridley 
and  his  unavoidable  resignation  owing  to  ill-health. 
From  all  he  had  heard,  Mr.  Ridley  was  everything 
that  could  be  desired  as  a  president.  He 
felt  it  to  be  a  great  honour  to  be  elected 
to  that  position.  They  wanted  more  subscribers, 
more  influential  subscribers,  people  who  would 
take  an  interest  in  the  association  and  help  them 
with  really  liberal  subscriptions,  so  that  they  could 
do  more  work.  With  their  present  secretary  he 
believed  that  every  penny  of  the  association's  money 
would  be  spent  to  the  greatest  advantage.  All  the 
money  they  had  was  spent  in  stocking,  not  only 
with  trout,  but  also'with  coarse  fish.  It  was  a  good 
thing  for  the  town  to  have  an  association  like  that, 
and  he  wished  it  more  support. 

Mr.  T.  R.  Moore  (the  honorary  secretary)  thanked 
each  subscriber  to  the  association,  because  there  was 
no  commercial  equivalent  for  the  subscription. 

Mr.  W.  Bonny  gave  "  The  Visitors,"  and  with 
reference  to  the  remark  of  the  secretary,  said  they 
did  get  something  for  their  subscription  in  helping 
to  provide  sport  for  other  people.  In  associating 
the  name  of  Mr.  Laurie,  of  the  Thames  Conservancy, 
with  the  toast,  Mr.  Bonny  said  they  owed  a  good 
deal  to  the  Conservancy  for  their  help  and  support 
in  keeping  fish  in  the  river. 
Mr.  Laurie  replied  to  the  toast. 
Mr.  A.  C.  Butler,  in  proposing]  "  The  President," 
said  the  name  of  Simonds  was  indissolubly  con- 
nected with  the  association,  and  he  trusted  it  would 
always  remain  so.  The  best  they  could  wish  'Sir. 
Simonds  was  that  he  would  prove  a  chip  off  the  old 
block,  and  would  emulate  his  father  in  the  promo- 
tion of  all  honest,  legitimate  sport.  The  toast  was 
received  with  musical  honours. 

Mr.  W.  G.  Millar  wished  the  association  success 
under  its  new  president,  and  the  president  said  he 
would  try  to  follow  in  his  father's  footsteps,  and 
would  do  his  best  for  the  association. 
Mr.  A.  W.  Knill  submitted  -'  The  Vice-Chairman." 
There  was  no  lac\-  of  musical  talent.  Duets  were 
sung  by  Miss  Edwards  and  Mr.  Moore  and  Messrs. 
W.  Bonny  and  A.  W.  Knill,  and  songs  bv  Messrs. 
E.  W.  Phillips,  W.  Bonny,  T.  R.  Moore,  W.  Moss, 
E.  E.  Langston.  Mr.  E.  E.  Langston  presided  at 
the  piano. 


Wheke  to  Go  to  Fish.— Inl'oiniation  where  to  go  for  tisliiug 
ill  the  United  Kingdom,  on  the  Continent,  and  in  otlier  parts  of 
the  world  is  jilven  in  "  The  Angler's  Diary,"  over  300  payes 
New  edition  now  ready.  Sent,  post  free,  for  Is.  Sd.  in  stampsj 
by  the  JIanager,  Fishing  Gazette,  .^t.  Dtnistan's  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London,  E.G. 
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THB  ONLY 

Effeotivb 

INSECT 
REPELLER 


"which    Is    NOT  GREASY, 
*0N-POISONOUS,  PERFECTLY 
ILESS,    EASILY  APPLIED, 
pleasant  and  refrechlng  to  use. 


Prepared  by 

FRANK  A.  ROGERS,  327,  Oxford  St.,  W. 


TROUT  FISHING 
VACANCY  FOR  A  ROD 

Large  extent  of  water.  Brown,  Rainbow 
Trout  and  Grayling.— Apply, 

KEN  NET  VALLEY  FISHERIES,  Hungerford. 


BRISTOL. 

An  old-established 

FISH  AND  POULTRY  BUSINESS. 

Commanding  premises.  Excellent  oppor- 
tunity for  a  good  firm  with  a  little  capital. 
Cheap  to  immediate  purchaser.  The 
freehold  can  be  acquired  if  desired.  One 
of  the  best  positions  in  the  City  of 
Bristol. — Address, 

C.  H.  Tdckeb,  Auctioneei*,  Bristol. 


A  CLUB,  having  i  miles  of 

TROUT  FISHING 

(both  banks)  in  Hertfordshire,  has 
FOUR  VACANCIES. 

End  of  water  2J  miles  from  railway 
station.  Good  Inn  close  to  water.  Sub- 
scription, £25  ;  Entrance  Fee,  £5.— Apply 
to  F.  C.  Puller,  Youngsbury,  Ware. 


RODEL  AND  FINSBAY. 

SOUTH  HARRIS, 

SALMOFandSEA 
TROUT  FISHING, 

including  the  well-known  Obbe  Lochs;  excellent 
hotel  accommodation.— Apply,  W.  B.  Mackie, 
116,  Hope  Street,  Glasgow.  


SALMON  FISHING. 

A  ROD  WANTED 

to  make  one  of  three  for  the  month  of 
August  next  on  a  splendid  River  in 
Sweden.     Bag  for  August,   1906,  165 
Salmon.    Price  £75.— Apply, 
Wilkinson  &  Son,  47,  Bloomsbury 
Square,  London,  W.C. 

WANTED 

for  latter  half  of  August,  small 

FURNISHED  COTTAGE  OR  BUNGALOW 

West  Coast  Scotland.  Good  Loch  and 
River  Fishing  indispensable.  Near  coast 
preferred.  —  T.  S.  Mayall,  Oakfield, 
Ashton-in-Makerfield,  Lanes. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

This  Society  rentB,  for  the  use  of  its  members, 
about  8  miles  of  water  from  Eickmansworth  to 
near  Denham,  Uxbridge  (including  the  Hare- 
field  Valley  Fishery).  Re-stocked  with  about 
7000  coarse  fish.  Country  headquarters.  Fish- 
eries Hotel,  Harefield.  Nearest  stations  Denham 
and  Rickmansworth.  Meetings  each  Wednes- 
day at  8.30  p.m.  and  particulars  of  Secretary 
at  Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'  Koad,  Westbourne 
Park,  W.   , 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS 
SOCIETY. 

President-^TB.  EDWARD  BIRKBECK  Bam. 

Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  •  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices  MEETINGS  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  4,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don at  8  p.m.  For  information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Offices  at  the  same  address. 


WHICHFORD  MILL, 

Shipston-on-Stour,  Warwickshire. 

Old  fashioneil  Farmliouse  Idated  1711).  Board-residence, 
30s.  weekly.  Trout  I'ishiug.  2s.  6d.  daily.  10s. 
weekly.  Shootiiisr  600  acres.  Easy  drive  to  Shakespeare's 
Country  and  many  more  places  of  interest.  Grand 
scenery.  Railway  Station,  Hook  Norton,  via  Banbury. 
Telegraphic  Address.  "Cook,  Brailes."  The  Fishing  is 
in  the  Mill  Stream,  runs  about  a  mile  above  the  house, 
and  over  a  mile  below.  The  water  is  small,  but  there 
are  plenty  of  tlsh.  Worms,  minnows.  4c.,  are  allowed  on 
some  parts,  as  all  is  not  suitable  for  fly  fishing. 

.Apply.  K.  E.  COOK. 


FISHING  LODGE 

TO  LET. 

Splendid.  Eight  apartments.  Situate 
within  half-a-mile  of  the  best  fishing 
vicinity  on  Lough  Derg.  Furnished  or 
unfurnished.— John  O'Connell,  Bally- 
culliton,  Neuagh,  Ireland. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Pre«<J«nt-LOE.D  GEOKGB  HAMILTON. 
Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  E.G.,  at  8  p.m  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  1  ishing  Waters 
at  Chesham,  and  extensive  Coarse  Fishing 
Waters  at  Kelvedon,  Essex.  There  is  a  valuable 
Reference  Library  at  the  disposal  of  members, 
—For  information,  apply  to  the  SBORBTARY. 
Subseription  paycMe  from  January  1. 


Snrplns  Library  Books 


and  New  Remainders 


OFFERED  AT 

GREATLY  REDUCED  PRICES 

The  APRIL  LIST,  now  ready, 
contains  Popular  Works  on  Sport, 
Travel,  Biography,  and  Fiction 

Sent  post  free  on  application  to 

MUDIE'S  LIBRARY, 

30-34,  New  Oxford  St.,  London. 

241,  Brompton  Road,  8.W. 
48,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C. 


FISHING  ROD 
TIMBER. 

Greenheart,  Hickory,  Ash,  and  Lance- 
wood,  specially  selected  by  Experts, 
supplied  in  log^s,  planks  and  squares. 
WHOLESALE  ONLY. 

JOSEPH  OWEN  &  SONS,  Ltd., 

Timber  Merchants.  LIVERPOOL. 


'FLOATANE' 

(REQD.). 

For  Dry  Fly  Fishing 

'Floatane'  will  not  wash  oflf  and  leaves 
no  skim  on  the  water.   Flies  treated  will 
float  for  months. 

Testimonial  from  Capt.  the  Hon.  Reynolds  Moreton 
20,  Chester  Street,  London,  Oct.,  1904. 
I  have  found  your  '  Floatane  '  the  very  best  preparation 
for  l>ry  Fly  Fishing  I  have  ever  used.    I  shall  want 
another  supply  for  ne.vt  season. 

Wholesale  from  the  Patentee  and  Manufacturer, 

WM.  DODOS,  7,  Eastgate,  Peebles 

Sample  Bottle  sent  on  receipt  of  Sd. 


ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 

GRAND 

EMPIRE  CONCERT 

(Under  the  direction  of  Dr.  CHARLES  HARRIS) 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Victoria  League 
and  the  Empire  Education  Fund, 
SATURDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  23rd,  at  3. 
MADAME  ALBANI. 
MISS  ALYS  BATEMAN. 
MADAME  ADA  CROSSLEY. 

MR.  BEN  DA  VIES. 
SIR  CHARLES  SANTLEY. 
THE  ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY. 
THE  LONDON  SYMPHONY  ORCHESTRA 
Prices :  Boxes,  i  Guineas,  3  Guineas,  and 
£1  11«.  6d.    Stalls,  10s.  6d.   Arena,  7s.  6d.  Bal- 
cony, reserved,  5s.  ;  unreserved,  3s.  Gallery,  Is. 

Tickets  may  be  obtained  at  the  Box  Office, 
Royal  Albert  Hall ;  the  Secretary,  Victoria 
League,  Millbank  House,  2,  Wood  Street,  West- 
minster ;  and  of  IBBS  &  Tillett,  19,  Hanover 
Square,  W.  Telephone  :  "3129  Mayfair." 
Doors  open  at  2.     Carriages  at  6.30. 


TO  DRY  FLY 
FISHERS. 

MUOILIN 


(begistkred). 

The  Finest  Preparation  for 
making  lines  and  flies  to  float. 
Solid  for  lines,  liquid  for  flies. 
Clean  and  easy  to  use. 

Will  not  injure  the  most  delicate 
fibre  of  Cotton,  Flax,  Silk,  or  Wool ; 
neither  oil  nor  varnish  lineproofings 
Finest  preparation  for  dressing  pure 
silk  lines  for  live  baiting  or  trolling. 


Sent  out  in  Tins  and  Bottles,  l/-  each, 

state  when  ordering  whether  Solid  or  Liquid. 


COPIES  OF  TESTIMONIALS i 

Dear  Sir— I  have  found  your  "  Mucilin  "  excel- 
lent for  lines  and  tli^s.  Please  send  me  two 
more  tins  of  it. 

Yours  truly,  JOHN  Hkndkuson. 
Clifton,  Ashbourne,  Derbyshire. 

Dear  Sir— Will  you  please  send  me  a  pot  of 
Mucilin.  I  tried  it  when  over  with  Mr 
Henderson,  and  found  it  first-rate  both  for  lines 
and  flies,  and  shall  be  very  glad  to  recommend  it 
to  all  my  friends,  being  far  away  superior  for  lines 
than  deer  fat,  doing  away  with  the  stickiness  of 
the  latter. 

Yours  faithfully,  H.  P.  Grenfibld, 
Wyastou  Grove,  Ashbourne,  Derbyshire. 

Dear  Sir — Mr.  Middlemost  has  given  nie  a 
small  quantity  of  your  Mucilin  to  try  on  my 
lines  for  dry  Hy  fishing,  and  I  find  it  answers 
beautifully  and  much  better  than  what  I  have 
been  using.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  send 
me  a  tin  of  the  Mucilin  and  also  a  bottle  of  the 
liquid  for  fly  only.  I  want  to  send  same  to  a 
friend  of  mine  in  Germany  who  is  a  dry-fly  purist, 

I  am,  yours  very  sincerely,  .TAS.  H.  Walsh 
Devonshire  Amis  Hotel,  Bolton  Abbey,  Skipton 

Dear  Sir— Your  Mucilin  is  right  in  front  of  all 
other  grease  and  oil  that  I  have  tried  for  lines 
and  flies  when  dry  fly  fishing.    Please  send 
box  and  bottle  to 

Rev.  G.  H.  Enqleheart, 

Dinton,  Salisbury. 

Dear  Sir — I  received  your  tin  of  Mucilin,  also 
the  bottle  of  fly  dressing,  and  have  used  same 
for  dry  fiy  fishing.  I  find  after  subjecting  the 
preparations  to  severe  tests  that  it  is  the  finest 
dressing  I  have  ever  used.  It  not  only  makes 
the  line  buoyant  but  also  preserves  it,  making 
the  silk  pliable  and  stronger.  I  have  recom 
mended  "Mucilin"  to  all  my  friends,  and  trust 
that  many  anglers  will  become  aware  of  its 
excellent  properties. 

Very  truly.  Rev.  Henky  Procter,  B.A 
58,  Dale  Street,  Lancaster. 

From  Mr.  J.  V.  Etee,  Secretary  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society,  Chertsey. 

Dear  Sir — Very  many  and  sincere  thanks  for 
your  kindness  in  sending  me  samples  of  Mucilin 
which  I  have  practically  tried  upon  lines  and 
flies,  and  found  most  excellent  and  all  that  you 
claim.  I  shall  have  every  pleasure  in  bringing 
it  to  the  notice  of  all  Thames  and  other  anglers 
with  whom  I  come  in  contact. 


THOS.  ASPINALL 

(Inventor  and  Sole  IVlaker),  Analytical  and 
Manufacturin^r  Chemist, 

Carlton  Street  Chemical  Works, 

BOLTON. 


Cast  yonr  Eye  on  this  j 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free.i 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz,  for  3s.  6d. 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  / 

WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  power 

— having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli 
cation. 


WHITE  BROTHERS 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 
OMAOH,  IRELAND, 


WANTED  AT  ONC^ 

100  three-years-old 

BXSXaJ 


F.  COXE,  Shooting  Agent,  Moulsfoei 
Berks. 


H.  JOHNSON,  Gut  Merchan 

Send  1/.  for  3  SAMPLE  CASTS,  3  yards  eacl 
tapered,  fine,  medium,  and  strong,  and  et 
Quality. 

BEST  SELECTED  DRAWN   GUT,  3,  i,  and  5 

13  in.,  2/6  ;  15  in.,  3/- ;  18  in.,  4/-  per  100. 
BEST  UNDRAWN  GUT,  2x,  fine,  16  in.,  2/( 

18  in.,  3/- ;  20  in.,  3/6  per  100. 
GUT    CASTS,   FIRST    QUALITY,  1  yard,  \/' 

2  yards,  2/6  ;  3  yards,  3/6  per  doz. 
BEST    SOLID    PLAITED    ROACH    LINES,  p 

100  yards,  1/6  ;  BARBEL,  2/- ;  PIKE,  3/6. 
BEST    NOTTINGHAM    LOBS    AND    BAG,  3 

per  1,000.  TBI  TRADE  SOPPLIBD. 

155,  Waterway  Street,  Nottinghan 


LIVERPOOI 

Ang^ling^  Association. 

(Founded  1878). 


Headquarters:  DE  SILVA'S  BOTE 
Queen  Square  and  SI.  tTohn'a  Lane. 


TROUT  &  COARSE  FISHIN 

For  Particulars  of  Membership,  apply — 

HY.  L.  GOLDSMITH,  62,  Dale  Stre. 


yfALMONfiSHIl 

^   yti)  Instructk 

Hj^^B    HOW  TO'BE  SUCr.Ei.y( 
Poji  free  \  HOW  TO  FLU 
6'4     \  HOWTOUJETHEM 

H:^n1^'ir«o^\  WILL  TEACH  VOU  , 
"^^u'?J.?e'§°'^\v-       MUCH.  y\ 
ALNWICK. 1 


P 


ears 


The  goodness  in  Pear 
Soap  is  an  antidote  for 
bad  complexions. 

For  goodness  sake  u 
Pears\ 

Sold  in  every  land. 


April  25,  1908 
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ILetters  to  the  Ebltor. 

iWe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

LOSE  TIME  FOR  NORFOLK  AND  SUFFOLK. 
Deab  Sir, — I  regret  that,  through  an  accident 
hich  laid  rae  up  for  some  time,  I  have  been  unable 
.  answer  the  letters  which  appeared  in  your  issue 

■  April  4  before  this,  but  I  find  that  "  Rutilus  " 
IS  already  done  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  anglers  good 
irvice  in  yours  of  April  IL 

I  am  extremely  sorry  that  I  quite  unintentionally 
belled  Sheffield  anglers  in  my  letter  to  the  Eastern 
•aily  Press  when  I  said,  "  together  with  the  report 
lat  another  army  is  coming  from  Sheffield  "  ;  and 
am  very  glad  to  find  that  they  are  not  coming  in 
le  close  season.  I  hope  they  will  accept  my 
flcere  apologies  for  the  apparent  insinuation. 

Re  Bolton  excursion  :  It  is  not  that  we  do  not 
ant  visitors  to  Norfolk,  but  at  a  time  when  we 
•e  trying  to  get  a  close  time  for  our  waters,  and 
1  good  Norfolk  sportsmen  are  refraining  from 
shing,  it  is  vexing  to  have  200  or  300  anglers 
)me  from  another  district  for  the  purpose  of 
shing. 

"  Peter  "  states  that  the  object  of  this  excursion 

■  anglers  was  that  they  might  see  the  waters  and 
Tange  for  their  holidays.  Well  and  good ;  but 
hy  not  leave  their  rods  behind  for  this  time  ? 

"  Peter,"  in  his  letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
pril  4,  says  that  "  Natiu-e  unassisted  cannot 
laintain  a  supply  of  fish,"  etc.  Will  250  anglers 
I  April  help  to  assist  Nature  in  Norfolk  ?  And 
Bt  the  first  rule  of  the  National  Federation  of 
nglers  reads  :  "  The  objects  of  the  Federation  shall 
a  the  promotion  of  measures  for  improvement  of 
le  Freshwater  Fishery  Laws,  the  safeguarding  of 
iglers'  rights  and  privileges,  and  prevention  of 
icroachment  thereon,  the  development  of  common 
jhing  waters,  and  to  deal  with  other  matters 
apertaining  to  angling  .  .  .  provided  always  that 
i  question  shall  be  entertained  which  interferes 
ith  the  individuality  of  the  separate  associations." 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  Federation  are  breaking 
leir  first  rule.  They  are  not  helping  us  ta  improve 
le  fishery  laws ;  they  are  not  safeguarding 
le  interests  ofj  local  anglers,  but  are  themselves 
icroaching  thereon.  They  are  certainly  not 
slping  the  development  of  common  (otherwise, 
suppose,  free)  waters,  as  ours  are,  and  they  are 
terfering  with  the  work  of  the  Yare  and  Bure 
reservation  Society,  which  has  tried  for  fifty 
3ars  to  preserve  the  waters  of  the  two  rivers. 

I  notice  that  "  Peter  "  speaks  disparagingly  of 
le  preservation  of  Norfolk  waters.  (See  his  allu- 
on  to  the  £1  spent  by  the  Norfolk  and  Suffolk 
oard  of  Conservators  armually.)  I  would  like  to 
i.y  that  our  Board  of  Conservators  is  a  board  of 
mservators,  no  more,  no  less. 

It  is  not  a  fish-preserving  society.  It  overlooks 
le  work  done  by  societies  like  the  Yare  and  Bure 
reservation  Society,  which  pays  for  watching  two 
vers  the  sum  of  £93  a  year.  My  society  has  a 
iembership  of  over  300,  with  an  income  of  about 
125  a  year  from  the  volimtary  subscriptions  of 
s  members,  and  not  from  profits  on  railway  ex- 
irsions  or  fishing  matches.    We  got  the  first  Act 

■  Parliament  (1877),  and  so  are  the  pioneers  of 
esh-water  fish-preservation  in  England.  How- 
ler, this,  like  "Peter's"  remarks  about  the  stocking 

Bolton  waters  by  Bolton  anglers,  is  beside  the 
)int. 

The  excursion  may  have  been  a  successful  one 
.  every  way.  Bolton  anglers  have  seen  Norfolk 
aters,  Bolton  non-anglers  have  had  a  trip  to 
orfolk,  and  the  Bolton  Federation  has  probably 
lade  a  good  profit  out  of  the  business,  but  at  the 
line  time  no  amount  of  argument  will  alter  the 
ipression  made  on  the  minds  of  Norfolk  anglers 
lat  it  was  most  unsportsmanlike  for  them  to 
•range  it  in  the  close  season. 

I  have  no  wish  to  give  offence  to  "  Peter  "  or 
lyone,  else'  concerned,  but  I  do  trust  that  the 
:omoters  of  the  excursion  will  feel  that  they  have 
3t  done  quite  the  right  thing,  and  that  there  may 
3t  be  any  other  excursions  from  Bolton  or  other 
irts  of  England  to  Norfolk  before  June  15.  Let 
lem  come  after  this  date,  and  they  will  be  most 
sartily  welcomed. — Yours  truly, 

A.  J.  RuDD,  Sec. 


SALMON  FISHING  ON  THE  TWEED  NEAR 
PEEBLES." 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  April  18  (p.  306), 
id  in  the  article  named,  there  is  an  evident  printer's 
Tor.  Speaking  of  kelts  taken  in  the  spring,  the 
riter  is  made  to  say :  "  They  "  (the  kelts)  "  should, 

course,  be  returned,  but  it  is  an  unfortunate  practice 
T  the  natives  on  the  banks  of  the  Tweed  to  kill 
lese  fish,  especially  when  they  are  what  is  called 
TOll-mended,'  for  then  they  are  sold  in  Peebles 


at  23.  to  4s.  per  lb."  2s.  per  pound  for  kelts  !  Of 
coiu'se,  2d.  to  4d.  per  lb.  is"  what  was  (I  feel  sure) 
written  by  the  writer,  "  Jock  Scott  " — and  dear  at 
the  money,  then  ! 

Lifting  up  to-day's  Scotsman  (April  20),  my  atten- 
tion was  arrested  by  the  review  of  a  work  entitled, 
"  H.M.I.  :  Some  passages  in  the  Life  of  one  of 
H.M.  Inspectors  of  Schools."  By  E.  M.  Sneyd- 
Kynnersley.    Macmillan  and  Co. 

The  reviewer  had  picked  out  a  few  very  amusing 
anecdotes,  one  of  which  is  so  thoroughly  appropriate 
to  the  occasion  that  I  unhesitatingly  annex  it. 
A  colleague  of  the  author  was  examining  a  class  in 
mental  arithmetic,  and  took  pains  to  adapt  his 
question  to  local  (Yorkshire)  industries.  Picking 
out  a  big  lad,  he  asked  : 

"  What  does  your  father  do  ?  " — "  Cotches 
sawmon  i'  the  river." 

"  Capital  !  You  will  be  able  to  do  this  sum  : 
201b.  of  salmon  at  3d.  a  lb.  What  is  that  worth  ? 
Twen-ty  pounds  of  sal-mon  at  3d.  ?" — "Yah! 
tha'  wouldn't  be  worth  a  dom." 

A  capital  answer.  But,  Sir,  was  it  not  rather 
odd  to  find  it  ready  to  my  hand  when  I  was  thinking 
of  correcting  the  error  aforesaid — by  writing  this 
letter  to  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. — Yours 
truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 


TWEED  POOLS. 

Dear  Sir, — The  names  of  pools  on  the  Tweed 
above  Cardrona  Bridge  your  correspondent  "  Jock 
Scott  "  does  not  know  are  these  :  The  first  pool 
above  Cardrona  Bridge  is  called  Kirrbank ;  the 
next  one  Castle-Haugh- Cheek  ;  then  Meggies  Tail  ; 
then  the  Redyett  ;  then  the  Castle  pool.  Meggies 
Tail  has  a  spawning-bed  at  the  top,  so  has  the 
Redyett  ;  but  the  Redyett  has  nearly  200  yards  of 
fishing  water.  I  know  them  all  well.  Should  the 
above  be  of  any  use  to  you  it  has  served  its  purpose. 
The  names  of  the  pools  below  Cardrona  Bridge  are 
all  right,  only  "  Gurly  "  should  be  •'  Girrlie." — 
Yours  truly,  T.  D. 


BRIGHTON  AQUARIUM  NOTES. 

Dear  Sir, — Perhaps  some  of  your  readers  may 
be  interested  in  the  following  notes  : — 

It  has  often  appeared  in  print  that  pike  will  not 
eat  tench,  and  if  so  but  rarely  ;  many  reasons  have 
been  put  forth,  but,  to  my  mind,  none  quite  con- 
vincing. Perhaps  the  following  may  add  another 
reasonable  conjecture.  In  the  pike  tank  at  the 
Brighton  Aquarium  was  placed  a  tench  of  about 
fib.,  and  ofttimes  have  I  watched  and  been  in- 
terested in  the  manoeuvres  between  the  pike  and 
tench,  the  pike  often  darting  up  but  stopping 
short  of  the  tench,  the  tench  on  his  (or  her)  part 
arching  up  the  back  and  almost  swimming  on  its 
head  ;  but  at  least  the  pike  really  meant  business, 
for  the  sides  of  the  tench  were  ploughed  up  and  the 
dorsal  fin  torn,  but  strangely  the  pike's  teeth  could 
not  pierce  the  skin,  the  thick  layer  of  slime  or  mucus 
acting  as  a  shield.  The  question  to  be  solved  is, 
Does  the  tough  skin  prevent  the  pike's  teeth  piercing, 
and  thus  prevent  a  hold  ?  Or  is  the  slime  on  the 
tench  distasteful  to  the  pike  ? 

Personally  I  think  it  is  a  little  piece  of  both,  as 
the  protecting  slime  and  thick  small-scaled  skin 
prevent  the  pike  getting  a  good  hold,  and  allowing 
the  tench  to  escape. 

To-day  I  watched  with  interest  the  spawning 
operation  of  a  pair  of  rainbow  trout  in  the  trout 
tank.  The  fish  were  about  IJlb.  each.  The  female 
had  raked  a  hollow  in  the  gravel  (about  6in.  in 
depth),  saucer-shaped,  while  the  male  kept  guard, 
dashing  off  every  few  moments  to  drive  away  any 
other  trout  that  came  near  with  a  too  inquisitive 
manner,  then  coming  back  to  his  duties,  running' 
his  nose  along  the  female's  side,  and  literally  shiver- 
ing with  excitement.  The  ova  was  ejected,  not  in 
a  stream,  as  I  somehow  expected,  but  singly,  and 
each  time  accompanied  with  a  vigorous  shake  of  the 
body  and  stirring-up  of  gravel,  the  strange  part 
being  that  the  male  ate  up  the  ova  as  it  was  depo- 
sited. Perhaps  this  is  the  reason  why  natural 
reproduction  is  sometimes  almost  a  failure  ? 

The  Aquarium  stocking  and  management  com- 
mittee are  to  be  congratulated  upon  the  public- 
spirited  action  which  they  have  taken  this  week, 
in  an  endeavour  to  "  plant  "  in  the  sea  at  Brighton 
species  of  edible  fish  not  to  be  found  at  present 
around  the  Sussex  coast.  I  refer  to '  the  crawfish 
(a  cousin  of  the  lobster).  Perhaps,  Mr.  Editor,  you 
will  correct  me  if  I  am  wrong,  but  I  believe  the 
crawfish  is  caught  down  on  the  Devonshire  coast  ; 
at  any  rate^  we  often  see  them  on  the  fishmongers' 
slabs. 

During  the  early  part  of  last  week  it  was  seen  that 
the  female  crawfish,  which  was  w«ll  "  berried,"  was 
busy  raking  ofi  with  her  feet  the  berries  or  ova. 
Next  day  the  tank  began  to  look  clouded,  and  upon 
close  examination  it  was  foiind  that  the  tank  was 
literally  teeming  with  live  crawfish — very  minute,  and 


almost  transparent,  looking  more  like  a  spider  (nearly 
all  legs),  with  two  tiny  eyes  and  feelers.  The  tank 
was  80  full  that  by  simply  dipping  a  tumbler  into 
the  water  it  was  possible  to  get  several.  The 
Aquarium  Committee  then  decided  that  a  good 
opportunity  had  arisen  to  try  some  experimental 
acclimatisation.  So  several  cans  of  the  tank  water 
containing  the  young  crawfish  were  carefully  put 
into  the  sea,  in  the  pools  loft  by  the  low  water. 

May  the  Aquarium  Committee  have  their  efforts 
rewarded  will,  I  am  sure,  be  the  wish  of  your 
readers,  and  of  yourself,  Mr.  Editor. — Yours  truly, 

April  11.  W.  C.  F.  GiLLAM. 

[When  large  enough,  a  pike  makes  no  bones 
about  taking  in  a  tench,  scales  and  slime  and  all. 
By  the  way,  although  tench  are  slippery,  are  they 
slimy  ?  I  would  back  a  bream  to  beat  any  tench 
in  slime.  Except  seeing  them  in  fishmongers'  shops, 
I  know  nothing  about  the  sea  crawfish  ;  they 
never  interested  me  much  because  they  have  no 
succulent  claws  like  the  lobster. — Ed. J 


A    CANADIAN    ANGLER    ON    THE  SMALL- 
MOUTH  BLACK  BASS. 

Dear  Sir, — Enclosed  find  balance  of  twelve 
months'  subscription,  of  which  lOs.  6d.  is  paid. 

It  was  careless  of  me  not  to  see  that  the  foreign 
was  more  than  the  home  subscription. 

I  find  the  paper  most  interesting,  and  the  articles 
on  the  black  bass  particularly  so.  When  you  find 
them  in  the  humour  for  taking  the  fly  it  is  great  sport. 
I  rarely  fish  for  them  with  any  other  lure,  using  a 
split-cane  7oz.  rod,  tapered  line  and  cast,  and  two 
flies — all  English-made  ;  and  when  one  gets  a 
sturdy  small-mouth  on  each  fly,  as  occasionally 
happens,  the  one  jumping  against  the  other,  it 
makes  you  hope  that  the  fine  trout  cast  you  are 
using  is  as  strong  as  you  thought  it  looked. 

On  the  St.  Lawrence,  where  I  live  during  the 
summer,  I  get  some  good  fishing,  catching  dore, 
pike,  perch,  as  well  as  bass,  with  a  tiny  spoon  and 
fly  ;  the  spoon  is  put  just  above  the  fly,  and  is  about 
the  size  of  a  threepenny- piece. 

As  I  was  standing  at  the  door  of  my  house  (which 
is  close  to  the  waterside)  one  brilliantly  sunny  day 
last  summer,  about  noontime  I  noticed  some  small- 
mouth  black  bass  rising  about  50ft.  to  80ft.  out 
from  the  shore  I  took  my  rod  and  caught  in  about 
thirty  minutes  seven  brace  of  good  fish,  keeping 
six  fish,  and,  handling  the  rest  carefully,  put  them 
back  not  any  worse  for  their  experience,  except 
for  a  tired  feeling  they  may  have  had,  for  they  one 
and  all  put  up  a  good  fight.  These  fish  weighed 
from  1  lb.  to  2pb. ;  but  it  is  most  imusual  to  see 
them  rising  on  a  bright  day  at  that  time.  Several 
times  I  had  a  fish  to  each  fly,  and  it  was  most  in- 
teresting to  see  them  trying  to  get  between  stones 
to  dislodge  the  fly.  I  was  able  to  see  this  as  I 
drew  them  into  the  shallow  water  that  was  quite 
clear,  and  only  about  12in.  to  18in.  deep. 

I  am  quite  sure  that  many  English  trout  anglers 
would  delight  in  fly-casting  for  the  small-mouth 
black  bass — they  put  up  such  a  magnificent  fight. 

The  paper  comes  quite  regularly  now. — Yours 
truly,  Geo.  E.  Davies. 

Montreal. 

[I  hope  some  day  to  try  to  acclimatise  this  fine 
fish  the  small-mouth  black  bass  again.  So  far 
attempts  in  this  country  have  been  failures. — Ed.] 


QUERIES  ABOUT  REELS. 

Dear  Sir, — Would  any  of  your  readers  who 
have  used  both  the  "  Malloch  "  and  "  Uling worth  " 
casting-reels  for  trout  kindly  give  me  some  in- 
formation as  to  their  relative  merits  ?  Will  the 
Malloch  cast  as  light  a  bait  as  the  Illingworth  ?' 
Does  the  method  of  winding  the  line  on  to  the  spool 
in  the  latter  take  out  the  twist  caused  by  pulling 
it  off  endwise  ?  Does  the  Illingworth  work  satis- 
factorily in  a  wind  ?  This  and  any  other  informa- 
tion will  be  much  appreciated.^Yom-s  truly. 

Jack  Sntpe. 

[Perhaps  Mr.  Illingworth  and  Mr.  Jlalloch  will 
kindly  reply,  as  the  inventors  of  the  reels  Ln  question. 
I  know  that  a  twist  must  be  put  into  any  line  which 
is  pulled  oft  a  stationary  spool,  as  in  the  reels  in 
question.  Mr.  MaUoch  provides  a  reversible  drum 
to  get  over  the  difficulty.  The  "Malloch"  will  cast 
the  lightest  bait,  and  it  has  the  advantage  that  a 
roach-line  or  a  pike-line  can  be  used  ;  whereas  in 
the  very  ingenious  "  Illingworth  "  reel  the  angler 
is  confined  to  the  use  of  almost  the  finest  reel-line 
made.  I  hope  Mr.  Illingworth  will  be  able  to  get 
over  this  limitation. — Ed.] 


TROUT-FISHING  IN  NORTH  DEVON 
WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "  Poverty's  "  letter  of 
April  11,  I  should  strongly  advise  him  to  try  the 
Taw  near  Eggesford.  The  fishing  on'^this  water  is 
fre©  to  visitors  at  the  Fox  and  Hounds  Hotel  at 
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^'pgesford.  The  charges  are  moderate,  the  scenery 
lii-iuitiful.  and  the  trouting  exceljent.  Sahnon- 
lishinp  can  also  be  had.  A  line  to  W.  Littleworth, 
tlie  proprietor,  would  bring  full  particulars. — Yours 
truly.  D.  B. 


TO   PRESERVE  PRAWNS. 

De.\r  Sir. — I  shovild  esteem  it  a  favour  if  anyone 
would  kindly  inform  me  how  to  proceed  to  preserve 
prawns  in  glycerine. — Yovus  truly,     Jack  Snipe. 

[As  a  rule,  ordinary  cooked  prawns  of  the  size 
requii-ed  are  dropped  into  a  pickle  bottle,  with  patent 
airtight  stopper  (or  a  1700^  cork),  with  glycerine. 
Ml-.  R.  Niven  says  a  better  plan  is  to  scald  the  fresh 
prawns  for  a  few  minutes  in  water  containing  a 
little  salt  and  saltpetre,  as  it 'toughens  them  and 
improves  the  colom- ;  if  not  required  for  immediate 
use,  they  can  be  preserved  for  months  by  dropping 
them  into  a  bottle  with  glycerine. — Ed.] 


ON  FLIES  AND  THEIR  DRESSINGS. 
De.ajr  Sik, — In  reply  to  Mr.  Jas.  Wood's  criticism 
of  my  article  in  the  issue  of  April  11,  I  must  say 
that  I  am  c^uite  aware  that  the  jackdaw  feather 
has  been  used  for  years  (it  is  given  in  one  collection 
of  dressings  I  have  dated  over  ninety  years  ago, 
but  I  believe  it  to  be  comparatively  little  loiown 
and  used,  certainly  less  than  it  deserves  to  be.  I 
have  no  wish  to  pose  as  an  inventor  of  this  or  any 
other  fly.  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  the  dressings 
of  the  old  experts  cannot  be  beaten,  providing  the 
flies  are  correctly  made  with  the  best  feathers  for 
the  purpose,  and  it  wa;s  only  the  very  large  number 
of  inaccurately-tied  flies  I  have  seen  which  induced 
me  to  air  my  views  on  the  subject  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette. 

I  enclose  a  few  of  the  feathers  which  Mr.  Wood 
prefers,  also  a  fly  tied  with  the  larger  feather,  which, 
if  you  will  kindly  forward  to  him,  will  no  doubt 
convince  him  that  the  feather  is  not  too  large,  and 
is  a  better  colom-  for  the  purpose,  providing  he 
wishes  to  imitate  the  early  hatchings  of  this  fly, 
known  as  the  Early  or  Winter  BrowTi  in  Yorkshire. 
If  it  is  intended  for  the  later  hatchings  (little  Winter 
Brown),  the  outside  wing  butt-feather  is  used,  and 
is,  no  doubt,  identical  with  Aldam's  Local  March 
Brown.  Possibly  this  is  what  Mr.  Wood  uses  the 
lighter  feather  for. — Yours  truly,    Teal  Drake. 


THE  "  MURDOCH  OVAL  DEVON  "  AND  THE 
"  PENNELL  MINNOW." 

Dear  Sir, — I  saw  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  (p.  281) 
of  April  11,  in  your  notice  of  Messrs.  Hardy's 
catalogue,  that  Messrs.  Hardy  are  making  a 
momit  called  the  "  Murdoch  Oval  Devon." 

May  I,  through  your  columns,  inform  them  that 
it  is  an  exact  imitation  of  one  I  made  twenty  years 
since,  and  can  call  Messrs.  AUcock,  of  Redditch, 
to  confirm  my  statement.  If  I  remember  correctly, 
I  sent  you  one ;  but  I  found  it  useless,  as  the  hooks 
on  the  wings  got  entangled.  For  the  better 
information  of  your  readers,  I  can  send  you  the 
pattern  of  the  first-made  Devon  minnow  (1842) 
still  in  my  possession,  which  I  see  in  Messrs.  Hardy's 
catalogue  is  called  the  "  Permell  Minnow,"  and 
which  they  have  registered.  Sixty  years  old,  and  yet 
something  new  !  I  shall  be  pleased  to  send  you 
both — one  of  the  old  mounts  and  also  the  minnow 
for  your  inspection. — Yours  truly,  J.  Rowe. 

Barnstaple. 


FISHING  AT  WEYMOUTH. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  very  much  obliged  if 
any  of  your  readers  covild  furnish  me  with  par- 
ticulars, through  the  medium  of  your  paper,  as  to 
the  sea-fishing,  also  trout-fishing  (if  any),  at  Wey- 
mouth during  the  middle  of  May. 

I  believe  there  is  a  small  river  which  runs  into 
the  "  backwater."  Is  this  private  ? — Yours  truly, 
UxBRiDGE  Amateur. 


I  take  your  paper  in,  and  so  Will  see  any  remarks 
that  mtty  appear  therein. — Yours  truly,  on 

G.  R.  Mac'mullen. '** 

FISHING  NEAR  GOTHA. 

Dear  Sib, — In  reply  to  Mr.  Harris  Newberry's 
question  as  to  fishing  near  Gotha,  there  is  excellent 
fly-fishing  for  trout  in  the  Hen,  about  ten  miles 
above  Weimar,  which  is  within  thirty  miles  of  Gotha. 
Permission  must  be  obtained  from  the  landowner, 
and  it  is  the  recognised  custom  that  all  fish  are  his 
property,  and  not  that  of  the  taker.  The  fisherman 
is  usually  accompanied  by  a  "  gillie,"  who  carries 
the  live  trout  in  a  small  tub  slimg  on  his  back  ! 
A  single  medium-sized  March  Brown  is  probably  the 
most  deadly  fly  for  wet-fly  fishing. 

Trusting  these  few  hints  may  be  of  service. — 
Yours  truly,  w.  S.  Bury. 


ON  STAINING  GUT. 

Dear  Sib, — In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  April  18  a 
correspondent,  Mr.  J.  E.  Langley,  makes  inquiry 
regarding  the  staining  of  fishing"  gut.  If  he  tries 
the  methods  recommended  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  Feb.  15,  1908,  I  think  he  will  be  satisfied  with 
the  results  obtained. 

Having  stained  thousands  of  strands  of  gut  of  all 
kinds,  without  calamities,  by  the  methods  given,  I 
can  guarantee  them  as  being  reliable,  as  I  used  tiie 
gut  so  stained  imder  almost  every  condition,  and  in 
the  capture  of  almost  every  kind  of  fish  to  be 
found  in  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  in  the  seas  around 
same.  Never  having  used  a  thermometer  while 
staining  gut,  I  cannot  state  the  exact  degree  of 
temperature  required,  but  I  should  say  that  it  was 
anything  from  150  deg.  Pah.  to  212  deg.  Fah. 
I  generally  use  boiling  water  to  make  the  stain,  and 
when  this  has  been  prepared  and  mixed  the  heat 
must  decrease  a  little  so  that,  starting  with  water 
at  212  deg.,  and  waiting  imtil  the  gut  absorbs  the 
stain,  the  heat  may  finish  up  at  150  deg.  or  so. 
In  thick  salmon  gut  it  may  be  even  lower  by  the 
time  the  dyeing  process  is  fiinished,  as  thick  gut  takes 
longer  in  the  stain  than  thin  gut.  As  I  stated 
before,  all  gut  washes  a  little  in  the  course  of  fishing, 
and  it  is  better  to  stain  rather  deeper  than  the 
exact  tone  of  colour  to  match  surroundings.  A 
fixing-bath  and  solution  might  cure  this  defect,  but 
I  never  care  to  endanger  the  strength  of  the  gut,  as 
I  think  that  the  less  handling  it  gets  the  stronger 
it  will  be.  The  dyes  I  generally  use  for  feathers 
and  gut  are  those  sold  in  tln-eepermy  packets,  known 
as  "  Diamond  Dyes."  There  are  no  hard-and-fast 
rules  in  this  process,  and  the  common-sense  and 
judgment  of  the  user  must  be  brought  into  use.  I 
should  advise  Mr.  Langley  to  experiment  a  little 
with  some  cheap  gut,  using  three  or  four  of  the 
strands  at  a  time,  and  taking  notes  of  the  results 
obtained. 

Regarding  phenol  in  inks  injuring  gut,  it  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  all  inks  do  not  have  the  same 
amount  of  this  in  their  composition.  A  little  more 
than  one-twentieth,  or  2 J  per  cent.,  may  make  all 
the  difference  in  the  world.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  may  be  some  other  ingredient  that  does  the 
injury,  possibly  the  sulphate  of  iron  or  copperas. 
This  is  one  of  the  principal  ingredients  in  ink,  and, 
when  gut  is  stained  by  its  aid,  it  should  be  very 
sparingly  used. — Yours  truly,      Black  Beetle. 

P-S. — I  enclose  two  or  three  strands  of  drawn 
and  undrawn  gut  that  I  stained  green. 

[The  strands  are  stained  all"right.  If  we  could  get 
good  glaeslike  gut,  I  fancy  we  should  catch  more  fish 
if  we  used  it  quite  unstained  and  transparent. — 
Ed.I 


himtsman  for  putting  a  terrier  in  to  bolt  a  fox.  f 
must  say  I  do  not  fall  in  with  such  sentimontali 
humbug.  Badgers  are  a  nuisance,  do  a  lot  oil 
liarm,  and  all  keepers  do  their  best  to  exterminate 
them,  and  I  am  going  to  help  whenever  I  have  the 
chance.  I  did  get  a  visit  from  six  feet  of  humanity  in 
a  uniform,  and,  of  com-se,  I  gave  him  all  the  in- 
formation he  required— I  naturally  should.— Yours 
*''"ly'       .  M^illiam  Hbarder. 

195,  Union-street,  Plymouth. 


TROUT-FISHING    IN    SOUTH    DEVON  IN 
AUGUST. 

Deab  Sib, — If  your  correspondent  "  H.  F.  R.' 
will  communicate  with  me,  I  shall  be  pleased  to' 
give  him  all  the  information  I  can  about  the  fishing 
here,  also  where  he  might  be  able  to  get  some 
private  fishing. — Yours  truly, 

William  Heabdeh. 
195,  Union-street,  Plymouth. 


THE  "  Y.   AND  E."  AUTOMATIC  REEL. 

Dear  Sib, — In  issue  of  Nov.  2,  1907,  you  quote 
extract  from  Messrs.  Yawman  and  Erbe,  Rochester, 
New  York,  makers  of  "  Y.  and  E."  automatic  reel. 
Do  you  know  any  house  in  this  country  who  supply 
same  ? — Yours  truly,  J.  Clay. 

[Perhaps  some  reader  will  reply. — Ed.] 


TO  DESTROY  RIBBON  WEED. 
Deab  Sib, — Can  you  give  me  any  information  as 
to  "  ribbon  weed,"  what  is  the  best  way  to  get  rid 
of  it,  or,  at  all  events,  to  keep  it  down  ?  Any  hints 
you  can  give  me  will  be  much  appreciated. — Yours 
truly,  J.  H.  H.  Kendail. 

[I  fear  there  is  nothing  for  it  but  to  rake  up  the 
roots  or  keep  on  cutting  it. — Ed.] 


FISHING  (SEA  OR  RIVER)  ON  THE  FRENCH 
NORTH  COAST. 

Deab  Sir, — I  would  feel  much  obliged  if  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  could  kindly  give  me  any  in- 
formation regarding  fishing  (sea  or  river)  to  be 
obtained  on  the  French  north  coast.  I  am  told 
there  is  both  at  Dieppe,  but  have  had  some  ex- 
perience regarding  what  is  considered  fair  sport  in 
France.  I  propose  staying  August  and  part  Sep- 
tember in  the  country— most   likely  at  Dieppe. 


TROUT-FISHING  NEAR  RJSCA,  ETC. 
Deab  Sir,- Could  you  or  any  reader  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  inform  me  if  there  is  any  trout- 
fishirig  to  be  had  at  (or  near)  Risca,  Monmouthshire  ? 
Any  information,  terras,  licences,  etc.,  will  be  appre- 
ciated by^ — Yours  truly,  Gbebn  Dbaoon. 


FISHING  AT  SCILLY  ISLANDS. 
Dear  Sir,— In  answer  to  your  correspondent 
"  H.  L.  B."  the  fishing  at  Scilly  carmot  be  beaten. 
A  friend  of  mine  (Dr.  Hawken)  goes  there  every 
year,  and  has  very  good  sport.  The  following 
extracts  from  some  of  his  letters  will  show  what  he 
does  :  

■  "  We  were  there  about  five  weeks,  and  landed 
about  748  pollack,  besides  bream  ;  largest  pollack 
121b. — all  caught  with  sand-eel  and  Challenger." 
"  Wife  and  self  caught  274  fish  in  four  days." 
Another  time  in  a  week  he  caught  812  large  pollack. 
Mr.  E.  Croft,  the  manager  of  the  Western  Morning 
News,  with  his  wife  out  one  day  for  two  hours 
caught  twenty-six  fish  that  weighed  just  a  hundred- 
weight. I  can  give  several  others,  but  this  should 
be  sufficient. 

I  shall  be  pleased  to  give  your  correspondent 
particulars  as  to  hotels,  apartments  and  boatmen — 
the  latter  most  essential,  as  they  know  the  tides 
and  best  spots  to  look  for  fish. — Yom-s  truly, 

William  Heabdee. 

195,  Union-street,  Plymouth. 


COMFORTABLE  QUARTERS  NEAR  LOUGHS 
CORRIB  OR  MASK. 
Dear  Sib, — Can  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
recommend  really  comfortable  and  clean  quarters 
near  Loughs  Corrib  or  Mask  for  my  wife  and  self 
for  the  fishing  season  ?  and  oblige. — Yours  truly 

w.  b! 


BADGERS  IN  ENGLAND. 

Dear  Sib, — Youi-  correspondent,  T.  P.  Tomes, 
is  wrong  when  he  says  I  advocated  badger-baiting. 
He  is  one  of  those  individuals  who  would  punish  a 
spider  for  catching  a  fly,  or  a  cat  for  killing  a  mouse, 
or  a  terrier  for  killing  a  rat  ;  and  would  punish  a 


THE  DAYLIGHT  SAVING  BILL. 
Dear  Sib, — "  Sportsman  "  is  quite  wrong  in 
thinking  I  had  not  put  the  matter  fairly  before 
the  working-men  I  spoke  to  on  the  subject,  and  I 
have  had  one  or  two  more  talks  with  them  about 
the  matter.  They  say  they  get  up  quite  early 
enough  now  without  having  the  clocks  put  on,  and 
causing  the  wife  to  get  up  at  some  unearthly  hour 
to  get  breakfast  ready.  Another  man  asked  if  he 
was  to  go  to  bed  with  the  chickens  ?  Wliilst  a 
cowman  asked  if  he  was  to  bring  the  cows  in  to  milk 
in  the  boiling  heat  instead  of  the  cool  of  the  evening  ? 

As  I  said  before,  they  were  all  up  in  arms,  and 
wished  the  "  blooming  law-makers  "  would  leave 
things  alone  ;  indeed,  one  man  went  so  far  as  to  say 
he  hoped  the  Lord  would  "  bust  'em  all  up." — 
Yours  truly,  Fishebman. 

["  Fisherman  "  does  not  grasp  the  fact  that  the 
proposed  eighty-minute  change  will  be  effected  so 
gradually,  owing  to  the  four  instalments  of  twenty 
minutes  each  on  four  Sundays,  that  the  earlier  hours 
for  each  action  of  the  day  will  not  be  noticed.  As 
an  example,  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  the  clocks 
in  Cape  Colony  are  now  forty-six  minutes  in  advance 
of  what  they  were  a  few  years  ago.  If  there  is  one 
race  more  averse  to  changing  their  mode  of  life, 
and  more  resentful  of  any  novelty  than  another,  it 
is  the  Dutch  Colonial.  Yet  this  change  has  been 
effected  without  any  difficulty,  life  goes  on  there  the 
same  as  usual,  and  no  complaints  have  been  heard 
of  it  "  causing  the  wife  to  get  up  at  some  unearthly 
hour,"  or  of  their  having  to  "  bring  in  the  cows  to 
milk  in  the  boiling  heat,"  or  "  go  to  bed  with  the 
chickens."  No  such  hardships  need  be  feared, 
either  at  the  beginning  or  the  end  of  the  day. 
It  may  safely  be  asserted  that  only  a  small 
minority  of  men  go  to  bed  before  10  p.nl.  As,  imder 
the  proposed  change,  the  sun  would  set  on  the 
longest  day  at  9.38,  it  cannot  be  called  a  very  great 
hardship  to  go  to  bed  twenty-two  minutes  later, 
especially  when  people  realise  the  enormous  benefit 
they  will  have  had  from  having  enjoyed  so  many 
hours  of  light  after  returning  from  work,  and  at  th( 
best  end  of  the  day  for  angling,  too. — ^Ed.] 

{Several  letters  are  held  over.) 
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Thb  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  the  Railway  Bookstalls  of  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith 
and  Son  and  Messrs.  Wyman  and  Sons,  and  of  the  principal 
Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and  the 
Provinces. 

In  Scotland  the  Fishing  Gazette  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs. 
Menzies  and  Mr.  R.  Graham's  principal  Bookstalls  and  of 
the  chief  Newsagents.  Where  not  regularly  on  sale,  the 
paper  can  always  be  had  to  order. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Baoks  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  neces- 
sarily as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of 
good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will 
be  taken  of  such  communications. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not  later  than  Wed- 
nesday evening's  post.  Advertisements  must  arrive  not 
later  than  two  o'clock  on  Wednesdays,  addressed,  "Ad- 
vertisement Manager." 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps 
to  The  Fishing  Gazette,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House, 
Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments  should 
be  made. 

For  one  Vear,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland  lOg.  ed 

Six  months  ditto        ditto    6s.  id. 

Three  months        ditto        ditto    2«.  8d 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage   12«.  6d. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page  £7   7  0 

Half  Page    3  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2  2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 

Small  advertisements  5s.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols  to 
page). 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address—"  PISHING- 
GAZETTE,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  6242  Holbom. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOE. 


Members  of  the  Fly-Fishers'  Club,  and  all  who 
have  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance,  will  be  sorry 
to  hear  that  the  Hon.  Daniel  B.  Fearing  has 
recently  suffered  a  heavy  blow  by  the  death  of  his 
wife,  after  some  months  of  illness.  It  was  the 
state  of  Mrs.  Fearing's  health  which  prevented 
Mr.  Fearing  attending  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
meeting  about  the  black  bass,  greatly  to  our 
regret. 

"  By  Celtic  Waters." 

Can  any  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  tell  me 
the  name  of  the  author  of  "  By  Celtic  Waters  "  ? 


Copies  of  Club  Rules. 

I  have  to  thank  those  clubs  which  have  kindly 
sent  me  copies  of  their  rules  to  aid  in  getting  up  a 
set  of  general  rules,  from  which  special  rules  can 
be  selected  to  suit  different  circumstances. 


Pike  and  Ullswater. 

For  many  years  the  "  Angler's  Diary  "  has  stated 
that  there  are  pike  in  Ullswater  Lake.  A  corre- 
spondent, who  has  fished  the  lake  for  years,  says 
he  does  "  not  believe  there  islov  ever  has  been  a 
pike  in  it." 


From  Messrs.  Farlow's  New  Catalogue. 

On  the  cover  of  Messrs.  Farlow's  new  illustrated 
catalogue  there  is  an  interesting  reproduction  of 
the  firm's  original  signboard,  showing  a  pike  angler 
of  the  earlier  part  of  last  century  with  a  pike 
nearly  played  out.  It  is  curious  to  notice  that  the 
angler  holds  his  stiff  rod  with  both  hands  a  foot 
above  the  reel,  whioh  is  a  foot  from  the  end  of  the 
butt,  and  with  the  latter  pressed  tight  against  his 


stomach.  This  new  catalogue  has  many  new  illus- 
trations, including  views  of  the  new  premises  at 
Charles-street,  St.  James's-square,  fS.W.,  and  the 
admirable  plates  of  flies  in  colour  to  which  I  have 
already  referred — especially  to  the  beauty  of  the 
salmon  flies,  only  surpassed  by  the  originals  from 
which  they  were  copied.  I  should  have  supposed 
that  Messrs.  Farlow's  well-known  "  Collapsible 
Line  Drier "  could  not  have  been  improved,  but 
they  claim  the  following  advantages  for  their  new 
"  Sextile  "  Line  Drier : — 

"  That  it  is  the  most  complete  machine  for  drying 
and  winding  lines  yet  produced,  as  it  combines  all 
the  advantages  of  the  older  types  with  new  features 
of  great  value.  The  line  is  wound  on  to  the  out- 
side of  the  brass  arms  which  are  securely  riveted 
to  collars  on  the  spindle.    The  six  arms  open 
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Faelow's  "  Sextile  "  Line  Dbiee  (Eegistered 
No.  504,940). 


simultaneously  when  the  sliding  collar  is  pushed 
along  the  spindle,  where  it  can  be  fixed  in  any 
desired  position  with  the  thumbscrew  A.  The 
spindle  is  fixed  into  a  strong  wrought-iron  clamp 
to  screw  on  a  table  or  shelf.  One  great  improve- 
ment is  that  with  this  machine  any  number  of 
lines  can  be  'manipulated.  When  the  portion  of 
line  under  treatment  is  wound  on  to  the  line  drier, 
the  coil  of  line  can  be  loosely  tied  round  in  two  or 
three  places  and  removed  to  make  room  for  others 
— to  be  replaced  on  the  frame  again  when  wanted 
on  the  reel.  Lines  can  be  measured  in  a  few 
seconds  by  setting  the  sliding  collar  A  at  the  two 
feet  marked  B,  and  counting  the  number  of  turns 
given  in  winding  up  the  line.  It  is  strongly  made 
and  well  finished,  and  jsent  ^complete  in  box  with 
full  instructions." 

Dey-Fly  Fishing  for  Salmon. 

An  interesting  plate  in  colours  in  Messrs. 
Farlow's  list  is  that  facing  p.  64,  in  wl^ich  are 
given  perfect  representations  of  the  gorgeous 
Butterfly  and  May  Fly  style  of  "  dry-flies "  for 
salmon  recommended  by  Major  J.  R.  Eraser, 
author  of  that  capital  book  "  Rod  and  River." 

In  an  account  of  how  he  was  led  to  experiment 
on  salmon  with  a  floating  fly,  through  having  a 
salmon  rise  at  his  floating  trout  fly  (a  not  uncommon 
experience  with  trout  fishermen),  and  finally  evolve 
successful  patterns,  a  selection  of  which  he  has 
kindly  given  to  Messrs.  Farlow,  Major  Eraser 
writes  : — 

"  I  have  landed  during  the  last  four  years  some 
twenty  salmon  on  the  dry-fly,  and  lost  several 
through  breakages,  both  in  England  and  Ireland. 
It  makes  salmon  fishing  possible  (with  a  fair 
chance  of  success)  in  almost  still  pools  on  clear 
days,  when  fishing  with  a  fly  in  the  orthodox  way 
would  be  worse  than  useless.  It  is  not  nearly 
such  hard  work  as  salmon  fishing  generally  is, 
because  much  lighter  tackle  is  required,  and  this, 
as  one  gets  on  in  years,  is  a  consideration.  It  is 
possible  to  fish  a  pool  from  the  lower  end,  which 
is  often  useful,  owing  to  trees  or  danger  of  fish 
seeing  one.  As  a  rule,  when  a  salmon  takes  the 
dry-fly  he  makes  a  head-and-tail  rise,  but  not 
always.  Do  not  strike  at  once  :  pause  and  then 
strike.  A  salmon  takes  the  floater  in  a  very 
leisurely  manner,  and  I  presume  he  shuts  his 
mouth  in  the  same  leisurely  way.  If  you  strike  at 
once,  the  fly  is  out  of  his  'mouth  before  he  has 
time  to  shut  it." 

No  oil  should  be  used  on  these  flies  when  fishing. 

Messrs.  Farlow  supply  special  rods  and  tackle 
for  dry-fly  salmon  fishing. 


Faelow's  Leather  Fly  and  Cast  Case. 
Transparent  removable  pockets  or  envelopes 


carried  in  an  expanding  leather  case  —  a  most 
convenient  arrangement. 

A  Good  Bait  for  Bass  and  Mackerel. 

Anyone  who  is  fond  of  casting  for  bass  and 
mackerel  should  always  have  one  or  two  of  Messrs. 
Farlow's  flat  "  Soleskin  Fly  Minnows,"  which  are 
very  light  and  can  be  cast  like  a  fly.  They  are 
made  in  two  or  three  sizes,  coloured  blue  and 
silver,  etc. 

Farlow's  "Blagdon"  Fishing  Bag. 
The  "  Blagdon  "  Fishing  Bag  is  a  very  strong, 
useful  bag  designed  by  Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham.  It 
IS  not,  I  confess,  a  shape  that  I  personally  care  for, 
but  I  am  afraid  I  am  very  unorthodox  in  my 
basket,  which  usually  consists  of  a  good  strong 
mat  fish  frail,  which  you  buy  of  a  fishmonger 


Faelow's  "  Blagdon  "  Fishing  Bag. 

Made  of  woven  grass  matting  lined  with  watei-proof  cloth  so 
that  it  can  be  thoroughly  cleansed  and  kept  .sweet.  The  tackle 
bag  on  the  outside  is  also  waterproof.  Made  in  two  sizes- 
small  size,  22in.  long  by  9in.  deep,  the  outer  bag  lieing  9iin  by 
6im.  ;  large  size,  31in.  long  by  ISin.  deep,  the  outer  bag  beine 
llin.  by  9in.  ^ 


or  greengrocer  for  2d.  or  3d.,  attached  to  a  good 
broad  webbed  shoulder-strap  by  cords  at  each 
corner.  One  great  advantage  of  it  is  that  it  only 
weighs  an  ounce  or  two. 

Farlow's  "  Universal  "  Landing-Net  Carrier. 

"It  can  be  hooked  on  to  the  coat  or  fishing  bag 
in  any  convenient  position,  and  will  carry  almost 


Farlow's  "  Universal  "  Landing-Net  Carribe- 

any  kind  of  landing-net,  either  by  the  clip  on  the 
handle  or  by  passing  the  handle  itself  through 
the  ring  of  the  '  carrier.'  " 

Dr.  Heintz  and  Mr.  J.  Dixon  Patchett,  of  Bristol, 
have  brought  out  somewhat  similar  rings,  but 
both  attached  to  the  coat  in  a  different  way. 

WicKEE  Ebl  Basket. 
Wicker  Eel  Baskets  are,  I  am  sure,  much  better 
than  wire  ones,  as  the  eels  soon  seem  to  get  very 
shy  of  the  latter,  and  I  am  glad  to  see  Messrs. 
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Farlow  now  stock  the  wicker  baskets  as  used  by 
professional  eel  catchers. 

Farlow's  Quill  Fly  Minnow. 
Very  light,  can  be  cast  with  a  fly  rod.    They  are 
made  of  transparent  quill,  highly  finished ;  the 
backs  tinted  various  colours.  Very  attractive  baits, 
but  I  have  often  noticed  that  although  one  may 


run  as  many  fish,  one  does  not  hook  as  many  as 
when  there  is  some  weight  in  the  bait — of  course, 
a  bit  of  sheet  lead  can  easily  be  wound  on  just 
above  the  first  triangle  if  one  wants  a  heavier  bait. 


Cures  for  Rheumatism. 

Among  the  cm-es  for  rheumatism  are  the  famous 
Droitwich  Brine  Baths  visited  every  year  by  many 
thousands  of  sufferers  fi-om  all  parts,  not  only  of 
the  British  Isles  but  also  from  abroad.  For  those 
who  are  unable  to  go  to  Droitwich,  the  next  best 
thing  is  to  get  their  chemist  to  supply  them  with 
"  Droitwich  Brine  Crystals,"  the  wholesale  manu- 
facturers of  which  are  Messrs.  Weston  and 
Westall,  Ltd.  Particulars  of  the  nature  of  the 
action  of  the  salt  and  how  to  use  it  are  supplied 
with  each  packet,  or  can  also  be  had  by  sending 
direct  to  Messrs.  Weston  and  Westall,  16, 
Eastcheap,  London,  E.G. 
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two  ever  be  contented  with  anything  else."  The 
pseudonym  of  the  writer  of  this  interesting  little 
work  was  "  Arundo " ;  his  real  name  was  John 
Beever,  as  we  are  told  in  the  charming  reprint  of  it, 
with  a  memoir  of  the  author  by  W.  G.  Collingwood, 
M.A.,  and  notes  and  a  chapter  on  Char  Fishing 
by  A.  and  A.  E.  Severn.  This  reprint  was  published 
by  Messrs.  Methuen  in  1893.  John  Beever  was  a 
good  angler  and  a  good  shot ;  he  made  his  own  flies 
and  rods,  and  fished  for  nearly  half  a  century.  It 
is  not  a  little  surprising,  therefore,  to  find  that  he 
speaks  in  such  high  terms  of  logwood,  a  wood 
which  certainly  has  never  been  a  general  favourite 
— perhaps  it  has  been  prejudiced  by  its  name.  It 
appears  to  have  been  called  log-wood  simply 
because  it  was  imported  in  logs.  I  wonder  if 
some  good  rod-maker  would  make  a  rod  from  the 
foUowmg  specification  given  nearly  sixty  years 
ago  by  John  Beever '? 

Material  and  Dimensions  of  Beever's  Favourite 
EoD — A  Three-piece  Spliced  Rod,  12ft.  3^in. 
IN  length,  weighing  8^oz. 

He  says  :  "  As  example  is  better  than  precept,  I 
here  give  the  dimensions,  etc.,  of  a  home-made 
fly-rod  for  brook  fishing  or  small  rivers,  about 
twelve  years  old,  which  seems  no  worse  for  wear, 
and  comes  very  near  what  a  small  fly-rod  should  be." 
The  rod  consists  of  three  pieces : — 

The  butt  is  of  yellow  pine  . . .   length  5ft. 

Middle  joint  of  logwood      ...       „  4ft. 

Top  joint  of  logwood   ,,     3ft.  Bjin. 

The  first  splice  on  the  butt  is  5Jin.  ;  the  second 
on  the  middle  2Jin.  Allowing  for  the  loss  by 
splices,  this  leaves  the  rod  about  12ft.  long. 
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THE  ELEVENTH  INTER- 
NATIONAL FLY  AND  BAIT 
CASTING  TOURNAMENT. 

To  be  Held  on  Thursday,  July  9,  and  Friday, 
July  10,  1908,  from  11  a.m.  to  6  p.m.,  in  the 
Great  Stadium  of  the  International  Sports 
Exhibition  at  Shepherd's  Bush,  London. 

COMMITTEE  OF  MANAGEMENT. 

E.  B.  Marston,  Fly  Fishers'  Club  (Editor  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette),  Chairman  and  Hon. 
Treasurer. 

W.  T.  Attwood,  Highbury  Angling  Society. 

F.  G.  Bridgman,  Piscatorial  Society. 

H.  H.  Brown,  President  Piscatorial  Society. 
W.  D.  Coggeshall,  Fly  Fishers'  Club. 

C.  H.  Cook  ("John  Bickerdyke "),  Fly  Fishers' 
Club. 

Philip  Geen,  President  of  the  Anglers'  Association. 

A.  C.  Kent,  Fly  Fishers'  Club. 

Eev.  G.  E.  Mackie,  Fly  Fishers'  Club. 

A.  E.  Matthews,  Editor  Anglers'  News. 

C.  0.  Minchin,  Chairman  of  Committee  British  Sea 

Anglers'  Society. 
J.  Pickup,  Secretary  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 
Hugh  T.  Shbringham,  Fly  Fishers'  Club  (Anglinc 

Editor  of  the  Field). 

G.  E.  M.  Skues,  Fly  Fishers'  Club. 

Dr.  Percy  J.  Spencer,  Gresham  Angling  Society. 
J.  Wrench  Towse,  Clerk  to  the  Fishmongers' 
Company. 

C.  H.  Whbeley,  Vice-Chairman  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society. 

Hon.  Secretary  : 
J.  T.  Emery,  15,  Atherton-road,  Forest  Gate, 
London,  E. 


STATEMENT  OF  POLICY. 

In  some  respects  the  Tournament  which  is  to 
be  held  in  the  Stadium  of  the  International  Sports 
Exhibition  on  July  9  and  10,  1908,  will  differ  from 
any  Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Tournament  which  has 
hitherto  been  held  either  in  this  country  or  in 
any  other. 

There  are  two  theories  upon  which  the  pro- 
gramme and  regulations  of  such  a  Tournament 
may  be  built : 

(1)  That  fly  and  bait  casting  is  a  sport  by  itself, 
to  be  pursued  with  implements  and  methods 
constructed  for  itself,  and 

(2)  that  the  implements  and  methods  to  be  used 
shall  be  such  as  are  employed  in  actual  fishing. 

The  former  of  these  two  theories  has  had  full 
trial,  and  though  it  appears  to  have  met  with  a 
measure  of  popularity  and  success  in  the  United 
States,  the  committee  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that,  even  at  a  sacrifice  of  comparison  of  records, 
the  time  has  come  to  give  the  second  theory  a  fair 
trial,  and  to  see  whether  it  is  not,  as  they  believe 
it  to  be,  better  suited  to  the  genius  of  the  British 
people. 

In  framing  the  programme  and  '  !>  >  regulations 
of  the  forthcoming  Tournament,  they  have  there- 
fore had  before  them  the  following  objects  to  be 
aimed  at : — 

(a)  That  in  every  competition  there  should  be 
some  definite  standard  of  excellence  aimed  at. 

(b)  That  in  each  competition  there  should  be  some 
different  and  special  type  of  excellence  aimed  at. 

(c)  That  that  excellence  shall  in  every  case  be 
such  as  is  of  service  in  actual  fishing. 

(d)  That  it  shall  be  attained  with  implements 
such  as  would  be  of  use  in  actual  fishing. 

(e)  That  it  should  be  attained  by  methodg 
employed  in  actual  fishing. 

With  these  views  in  mind,  they  have  limited 
competitors  to  the  use  of  rods  and  tackle  which 
are  bond  fide  their  own  ;  they  have  reserved  the 
power  to  disqualify  all  rods  and  gear  which  are  not 
bond  fide  rods  and  gear  for  the  purpose  of  the 
competition  in  which  they  are  employed ;  and 
they  have  endeavoured  to  fix  such  limits  of  weight 
and  dimensions  to  rods  a''  will  (while  admitting  all 
fair  rods  in  ordinary  use)  discourage  mere  casting 
sticks  built  merely  for  th^  competition. 


A  Simple  Home-Made  Casting  Reel. 

Vicomte  Henri  de  France  sends  me  a  rough 
model  of  a  home-made  casting  reel,  which  anyone 
can  make  for  themselves  at  a  very  trifling  cost. 
The  Vicomte  says  that  it  is  not,  of  course,  intended 
to  compete  with  the  Malloch  or  the  Illingworth, 
but  that  he  has  been  able  when  using  it  to  make 


casts  of  over  forty  yards  and  to  kill  pike  up  to 
16lb.  The  illustrations  show  that  it  is  merely  a 
hollow  tin  can,  with  the  ends  soldered  up,  made 
to  revolve  (by  a  handle  at  the  back)  in  a  metal 
grip,  which  is  tied  on  to  the  rod  with  strong  tape. 
There  is  a  hinged  bar  with  cross  bar  on  it.  You 
wind  the  line  on  to  the  barrel  over  the  cross  bar, 
and  to  make  a  cast  you  hold  the  line  in  right  hand 
and  cast  with^left  (freeing  the  line  from  the  cross 


bar  first),  then  to  wind  in  you  slip  the  line  over  the 
hook  of  the  cross  bar  and  turn  the  handle,  and 
guide  line  on  also  with  finger.  The  Vicomte's 
suggestion  may  be  useful  where  no  ordinary 
Nottingham  is  obtainable.  The  barrel  is  about 
Siin.  in  diameter ;  it  will  take  any  ordinary  spinning 
line. 


Woods  Used  for  Rods. 

In  "  Practical  Fly -Fishing  :  Founded  on  Nature 
and  Tested  by  the  Experience  of  Nearly  Forty  Years 
in  Various  Parts  of  the  United  Kingdom,"  pub- 
lished in  1849,  and  now  rather  a  scarce  little  work, 
the  writer  has  a  chapter  on  woods  proper  for  rods. 
He  says  :  "  Green-heart,  which  may  now  be  got  at 
any  shipbuilding  port,  is  very  much  better"  (that 
is,  than  hickory,  lancewood,  or  bamboo),  "  but  clean 
and  straight-grained  logwood  is  best  of  all ;  with 
common  care  seems  almost  imperishable  ;  nor  will 
a  fly-fisher  who  has  used  logwood  for  a  season  or 


Diameter  of  the  Eod  for  every  Foot  of 
Length. 

Diameter  at  the  top  -/gin. 

Diameter  one  foot  from  top  ^gin. 

Diameter  two  feet  from  top  ^in. 

Diameter  three  feet  from  top  Jin.  and  j  of  Jin. 

Diameter  four  feet  from  top  yin. 

Diameter  five  feet  from  top  Jin.  and  -laixi. 

Diameter  six  feet  from  top  Jin.  and  |  of  Jin. 

Diameter  seven  feet  from  top  iin. 

Diameter  eight  feet  from  top  ^in.  and  f  of  Jin. 

Diameter  nine  feet  from  top  f  m. 

Diameter  ten  feet  from  top  ^m. 

Diameter  eleven  feet  from  top  l/ain. 

Thick  end  of  butt  Ijin. 

Weight  of  the  above  rod  S  j  ounces. 

I  think  most  anglers  glancing  at  these  figures 
would  come  to  the  conclusion  that  such  a  12ft.  rod 
weighing  only  8j0z.  (light  rods  were  not  unknown 
sixty  years  ago,  and  even  in  Walton's  time)  would 
be  floppy  ana  weak  and  top  heavy  ;  but  according 
to  John  Beever  this  rod  has  nearly  all  its  play"  in 
the  one-third  next  the  top."  He  considers  it  "  a 
very  ancient  as  well  as  a  very  common  error — 
most  of  the  books  on  angling  recommending  that 
the  rod  should  play  down  to  the  hand."  He 
advocates  the  use  of  a  short  line. 

Beever's  Dressing  of  the 

Iron  Blue. 
After  noting  that  it  is  usually- 
made  with  wings  from  the  tom- 
tit's tail  or  jackdaw's  ruft',  he 
adds  :  "  The  merlin's  wing  makes 
it  best.  Hook  0  ;  silk,  dark  lead 
colour ;  body,  a  little  mole's  fur. 
It  is  called  the  '  Iron  Blue,'  I 
believe,  from  the  resemblance  of  the  colour  of  its 
wings  to  that  of  tempered  steel."  He  says  :  "I 
once  met  with  an  old  friend  who  was  off  to  a 
distance  to  fish  fly.  I  gave  him  two  small  feathers 
of  the  merlin  hawk  which  I  happened  to  have  in 
my  pocket-book.  When  I  next  saw  him  he  told 
me  that  he  had  made  two  flies  with  the  feathers 
which  I  gave  him,  and  that  he  had  caught  fifty-six 
trouts  with  them,  having  carefully  re-made  and 
repaired  them  several  times,  until  they  were  quite 
worn  out."  I  always  like  a  bit  of  claret  colour 
in  the  end  of  the  Iron  Blue's  body.  I  must  get 
a  few  merlin  hawk  feathers  to  try. 


Defences  against  Mosquitoes,  etc. 

Anglers  who  are  likely  to  be  in  districts  where 
gnats,  flies,  and  mosquitoes  are  a  nuisance  should 
never  be  without  "  Muscatol  "  and  Keating's 
Powder.    (See  Mr.  W.  J.  Carroll's  letter,  p.  353.) 

E.  B.  Marston. 
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So  much  for  implements.  Now  as  regards 
methods.  The  regulations  are  designed  to  rule  out 
all  casts  which  are  not  fair  fishing  casts.  Casts 
which  on  the  riverside  would  infallibly  be  hung  up 
in  the  gi-ass  behind  are  not  to  count.  Nor  are 
casts  which  by  reason  of  clumsiness,  violence, 
doubling  back,  or  other  defect  are  not  fair  fishing 
casts  to  score  for  distance — though  they  count 
against  the  competitor  in  events  involving  style. 
Weighting,  blackleading,  or  shellacking  the  line 
1^  are  forbidden.  They  are  mere  tournament  tricks, 
and  no  competitor  is  to  gain  any  advantage  by 
such.  For  similar  reasons  the  reel  must  be  on  the 
rod  when  casting  and  the  line  on  the  reel  when 
the  competitor  begins.  Nor  is  any  artificial 
support  of  the  arm  or  wrist  to  be  allowed  except 
by  express  consent  of  the  committee — which 
should  be  applied  for  with  a  statement  of  the 
grounds  of  application  well  in  advance  of  the 
Tournament. 

There  are  to  be  a  marked  number  of  events  in 
which  emphasis  will  be  laid  upon  the  importance 
of  accuracy  and  style.  Style  has  two  aspects,  the 
negative  and  the  positive.  On  the  negative  side 
the  rules  disqualify  casts  which  are  unworkman- 
like. On  the  positive  side  special  marks  are  to  be 
given  for  good  style  in  a  number  of  competitions. 

Style  necessarily  differs  in  different  types  of 
casting,  and  different  qualities  are  called  for  in 
wet-fly  work  from  dry-fly  work  for  instance. 

F or  such  as  are  anxious  for  comparative  records 
there  will  be  found  among  the  All-comers'  events 
all  the  "  Distance  only "  classes  with  the  one 
exception  of  Salmon-fly  Casting,  which  occurs 
both  among  the  All-comers'  events  and  among  the 
events  confined  to  Amateurs. 

Open  to  all  comers  are  the  following  Distance 
Only  events  : —  / 

Salmon-fly  Casting  (Switch,  Spey,  or  Eoll  cast 
barred). 

Salmon-fly  Casting  (Switch,  Spey,  or  Eoll  cast 
only). 

Ordinary  Trout-fly  Casting. 
Trout-fly  Casting  (Light  Eod). 
Trout-fly  Casting  (Switch,  Spey,  or  Eoll  cast 
only). 

It  was  observed  that  in  distance  events  with  one- 
handed  trout  rods  practically  all  casting  was  done 
with  the  arm  raised  to  full  length  over  the  head. 
This  being  only  one  type  of  casting,  and  one  not 
very  frequently  used,  it  was  decided  to  eliminate  it 
m  certain  of  the  Amateur  distance  events  by  the 
rule  that  the  point  of  the  elbow  is  not  to  be  raised 
above  the  level  of  the  shoulder,  so  as  to  bring  out 
excellence  in  the  ordinary  type  of  casting  in  these 
events. 

Other  forms  of  excellence,  besides  mere  distance, 
are  aimed  at  in  the  following  events : — 

Trout-fly  Casting  for  Amateurs  (wet-fly,  accuracy 
and  style). 

Trout-fly  Casting  for  Amateurs  (ambidextrous). 
Trout-fly  Casting  for  Amateurs  (dry-fly,  accm-acv 
and  style). 

Trout-fly  Casting  for  Amateurs  (under  bridge  or 
wire  forward  obstacle  at  target  under  bush). 

Trout-fly  Casting  for  Amateurs  (May  Fly,  distance 
and  style. 

The  enforced  limit  of  time  makes  the  list  of 
competitions  less  complete  than  could  have  been 
desired. 

Some  of  the  new  rules  apply  to  both  Fly  and 
Bait  Casting— for  instance,  that  which  makes  it 
necessary  for  the  competitor  to  have  his  line  wound 
on  his  reel  before  casting— but  on  the  whole  the 
rules  for  Bait  Casting  are  much  the  same  as 
before. 

PRELIMINARY  PROGRAMME 
OF  THE  TOURNAMENT  REGULATIONS 
AND  COMPETITIONS. 

(Subject  to  Revision.) 

GENERAL  RULES. 

Entries  for  Competitions. 

1.  Entries  for  the  several  competitions  must  be 
made  on  a  form  provided  for  that  purpose,  to  be 
obtained  of  the  Hon.  Secretary.  This  form  must 
be  signed  by  the  Competitor,  and  together  with 
the  entrance  fees  must  reach  the  Hon.  Secretary  on 
or  before  Saturday,  June  27,  1908. 


Entrance  Fee  for  Each  Competition,  2s.  6d. 

2.  No  one  shall  be  competent  to  enter  for  any 
competition  confined  to  amateurs  only,  who  has 
ever  fished  for  his  living,  or  been  a  paid  River 
Keeper,  Guide,  Gillie,  or  Instructor  of  Fishing  or 
Castmg,  or  who  has  been  engaged  in  the  business 
of  the  sale  or  manufacture  of  Fishing  Tackle. 

Judges  and  Other  Officials. 

3.  All  competitions  shall  be  governed  by  at 
least  two  Judges.  The  Committee  will  also  pro- 
vide an  Official  Timekeeper,  an  Official  Measurer 
and  Weigher  of  rods,  and  an  Examiner  and  Tester 
of  Tackle,  for  each  Competition. 

Style  of  Casting. 

4.  When  the  method  or  style  of  casting  to  be 
employed  is  specified  in  the  special  conditions 
governing  any  competition,  no  other  method  or 
style  will  be  allowed. 

EoDS  AND  Tackle. 

5.  Subject  to  the  General  Rules  and  Regulations, 
where  not  inconsistent  with  the  special  conditions, 
the  size  and  weight  of  the  rods,  and  the  nature 
and  description  of  the  tackle  to  be  used  in  each 
Competition,  shall  be  in  accordance  with  the 
special  conditions  stated  under  the  head  of  the 
particular  Competition.  Every  Eod,  Line,  and 
Eeel  used  in  any  event  must  be  the  bond  fide 
property  of  the  Competitor,  and  shall  be  such  as 
is  m  the  opinion  of  the  Judges  a  fair  and  practical 
Eod,  Line,  or  Eeel  for  the  class  of  fishing  to  which 
the  Competition  has  reference,  and  the  Judges  shall 
disqualify  any  Eod,  Line,  or  Eeel  not  conforming 
to  this  regulation.  Every  Competitor  uses  his 
Eod,  Line,  and  Eeel  at  his  own  risk,  and  subject  to 
disqualification  in  case  they  are  found  not  to  have 
been  in  conformity  with  the  rules.  In  all  events 
the  Line  must  be  wound  upon  the  Eeel  when  the 
Competitor  goes  on  the  platform  to  cast,  and  the 
Eeel  must  be  properly  fixed  to  the  Eod  during 
casting.  The  Judges  may  in  their  discretion  allow 
time  for  one  repair  or  replacement  of  tackle,  not 
exceeding  three  minutes. 

Testing  Eods  and  Tackle. 

6.  In  all  Competitions  immediately  after  com- 
peting each  Competitor  must  submit  his  Rod 
and  Tackle  to  the  Official  Measurer,  Weigher,  and 
Tester,  for  the  purpose  of  measuring,  weighing, 
testing,  and  recording. 

Disqualification, 

7.  Any  Competitor  and  any  Eod,  Line,  and  Eeel 
may  be  disqualified  by  the  Judges  upon  their  own 
motion,  or  upon  the  representation  of  any  Com- 
petitor or  member  of  Committee,  or  of  the  Official 
Measurer,  Weigher,  Examiner,  and  Tester,  such 
representation  to  be  made  within  thirty  minutes 
after  the  close  of  the  event. 

Casts  which  will  not  be  Eecorded. 

8.  No  cast  shall  be  recorded  where  the  Fly,  Lure, 
or  Line  strikes  the  water,  ground,  or  any  screen  or 
obstacle  behind  the  Competitor.  It  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Timekeeper  to  call  "  No  Cast  "  when 
the  Fly,  Lure,  or  Line  so  strikes.  No  cast  shall  be 
recorded  which  falls  outside  the  lateral  limits  (if 
any)  within  which  Competitors  are  to  cast.  It 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Judges  to  call  "  No  Cast " 
when  such  a  cast  is  made. 

9.  The  Judges  shall  disallow  any  cast  which  by 
reason  of  violence,  clumsiness,  doubling  back,  or 
other  defect,  they  shall  consider  not  to  be  a  fair 
fishing  cast,  and  in  such  case  they  shall  call  "  No 
Cast." 

10.  The  Barb  and  Point  must  be  removed  from 
all  hooks,  and  the  Fly  and  Casting  Line  must  be 
intact  at  the  time  of  record  by  the  Judges. 

FLY  CASTING  RULES. 

11.  In  the  Salmon  Fly  Casting  Competitions  the 
line  may  be  level  or  tapered,  and  if  backing  is  used 
it  must  be  of  such  strength  and  thickness  as  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Judges  would  be  sufficient  for 
practical  Salmon  Fishing.  The  line  must  ter- 
minate in  a  gut  cast,  which  may  be  of  single, 
double,  or  treble  gut,  singly  or  in  combination— it 
must  not  be  more  than  10  feet  or  less  than  6  feet 
in  length,  and  it  must  terminate  with  an  Artificial 
Salmon  Fly  to  be  provided  by  the  Committee. 
The  size  of  the  Fly  will  be  1^  inches  from  bend  of 
hook  to  end  of  shank. 

12.  In  all  Trout  Fly  Casting  Competitions  the 
cast  must  be  of  single  gut,  not  more  than  10  feet 
or  less  than  6  feet  in  length,  and  may  be  level  or 


tapered.  The  fly  (or  in  events  where  more  than  one 
fly  is  indicated,  the  point  fly  or  stretcher)  must, 
except  in  the  MAY  FLY  Competition,  be  a  white- 
winged  Fly,  such  as  a  "  Coachman  "  or  "  White 
Moth,"  of  not  smaller  size  than  No.  2  (new  nota- 
tion) or  larger  than  No.  .5,  and  approved  by  the 
Judges,  and  no  Fly  shall  be  weighted.  Where  not 
otherwise  indicated  in  the  special  conditions  at  the 
head  of  the  Competition,  the  Eod  shall  be  held 
and  the  cast  shall  be  made  with  one  hand.  If  a 
spear  or  button  be  used  it  shall  be  included  in  the 
length  and  weight  of  the  Eod. 

13.  No  Line  shall  be  weighted,  black-leaded  or 
shellacked,  and  no  Competitor  shall  use  any  arti- 
ficial support  (except  by  consent  of  the  Committee) 
for  his  arm  or  wrist.  In  all  accuracy  events  no 
Line  shall  be  used  marked  with  any  knot,  splice, 
or  other  device  which  may  indicate  the  length  of 
Line  employed. 

14.  Points  will  be  given  for  distance,  accuracy, 
delicacy,  and  style,  in  accordance  with  the  special 
conditions  of  the  respective  events. 

15.  In  all  Trout  Fly  Casting  Competitions  three 
minutes,  unless  otherwise  specified,  and  in  the 
Salmon  Fly  'Casting  Competitions  five  minutes 
will  be  allowed  to  each  competitor  from  the  time 
when  he  is  called  to  compete,  and  unless  otherwise 
specified  in  the  conditions  at  the  head  of  the  com- 
petition the  number  of  casts  which  may  be  made 
in  that  time  is  unlimited.  The  order  in  which  the 
Competitor  shall  cast  will  be  determined  by  the 
Committee,  and  competitors  must  be  ready  to  cast 
when  called  upon  by  the  Timekeeper. 

16.  The  Fly  Casting  will  take  place  on  the 
Swimming  Tank  within  the  Stadium,  from  a  raised 
platform  not  exceeding  18in.  above  the  water.  No 
person  but  the  Competitor  and  Timekeeper  shall 
be  allowed  upon  it  during  any  event. 

Parallel  with  the  bank,  a  floating  recording 
board  will  be  fixed,  marked  in  yards  and  feet, 
visible  from  both  sides  to  spectators  and  Judges, 
and  along  this  board  the  Competitors  will  cast, 
except  where  otherwise  provided  for  in  the  special 
conditions  governing  any  particular  event. 

BAIT  CASTING  RULES. 

17.  In  the  Bait  and  Float  Casting  Competitions 
the  Eod  must  not  exceed  14  feet— the  weight  is 
unrestricted. 

The  Baits,  Traces,  Floats,  and  Casts  will  be 
supplied  by  the  Committee. 

18.  In  the  Heavy  and  Medium  Bait  Casting 
Competitions  the  trace  will  be  24in.  between  the 
lead  and  the  bait. 

The  medium  bait  will  weigh  l|oz.,  including  the 
lead  on  trace,  which  will  weigh  ioz. ;  and''  the 
heavy  bait  will  weigh  2^oz.,  also  including  the 
lead  on  trace,  which  will  weigh  ioz.  ° 

The  Line  for  the  medium  bait  (IJoz.)  must  be  of 
sufficient  strength  to  lift  a  weight  of  61b.  from  the 
ground  to  the  height  of  2  feet,  the  Line  being  held 
4  feet  from  the  weight,  and  for  the  heavy  bait 
(2ioz.)  the  Lme  must  lift  a  weight  of  101b  to  a 
height  of  2  feet  from  the  ground,  the  Line  bein^ 
held  4  feet  from  the  weight.  ° 

In  the  Light  Bait  Competition  there  will  be  no 
lead  upon  the  trace.    The  bait  will  weigh  loz 
and  the  Line  must  be  of  sufficient  strength  to''  lift 
a  weight  of  21b.  from  the  gi-ound  to  a  height  of 
2  feet,  the  Line  being  held  4  feet  from  the  weight 

It  IS  absolutely  imperative  that  the  Lines  be  of 
these  respective  strengths  throughout  their  entire 
length,  and  the  Lines  must  in  all  cases  be  uniform 
m  thickness  throughout.  The  .Judges  shall  dis- 
qualify any  competitor  not  complying  strictly  with 
these  conditions. 

19.  In  all  Bait  Casting  Competitions  where  the 
weight  of  the  bait  does  not  exceed  ^oz.  the  cast 
must  be  made  from  the  reel  direct  and  the  rod  held 
in  one  hand,  unless  otherwise  specified. 

20.  In  all  Bait  Casting  Competitions  five 
mmutes  will  be  allowed  each  competitor  to  make 
his  casts  from  the  time  he  is  called  upon  to  cast 
The  number  of  casts  which  may  be  made  within 
that  time  is  unlimited,  except  where  otherwise 
specified. 

21.  The  Bait  Casting  will  take  place  on  the  grass 
in  a  court  within  the  Stadium,  formed  by  two 
plainly  mai-ked  white  lines,  extending  at  an  angle 
right  and  left  from  the  base  behind  which  the 
Competitor  stands,  to  a  distance  of  fifty  vards  at 
which  point  these  two  lines  will  be  twenty-eight 
yards  apart,  and  wHl  be  continued  at  the  same 
angle  to  one  hundred  yards.  A  straight  tape 
marked  in  feet  and  inches,  will  extend  from 
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the  base  line  down  the  centre,  and  along  this 
tape  the  cast  must  be  made.  The  length  of  cast 
will  be  reckoned  from  the  base  line  to  the  point 
where  the  bait  rests,  and  the  distance  from  the 
central  tape  will  be  deducted  from  the  length  of 
cast.  In  the  event  of  the  bait  falling  and  resting 
outside  the  white  boundary  lines,  the  cast  will  not 
be  recorded. 

22.  In  the  Special  Light  Bait  Competitions 
(y\oz,)  the  length  and  weight  of  Eod  and  strength 
of  Line  is  unrestricted,  but  must  be  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Judges  of  such  a  character  as  to  be 
suitable  for  bond  fide  spinning. 

Gbnekal. 

23.  Medals  will  be  given  for  each  event,  and 
allotted  by  the  Committee  according  to  the  num- 
ber of  com23etitors.  There  must  be  two  competi- 
tors, or  the  event  will  be  cancelled.  No  competitor 
may  take  more  than  three  medals. 

24.  The  Committee  reserve  the  right  to  refuse 
any  entry,  the  power  to  make  any  alterations  in 
the  Programme,  and  to  deal  with  any  matter  not 
provided  for  which  may  arise,  and  then-  decision 
shall  be  final.  All  Entrance  Fees  must  be  paid 
and  will  be  received  on  this  distinct  understanding. 


THE  COMPETITIONS. 

COMPETITION  A  (No.  1). 

Salmon-Fly  Casting — Distancb  Only. 

The  Aggregate  of  the  Best  Three  Casts  to  Score. 

Open  to  amateurs  only ;  Style  of  casting,  Overhead ; 
maximum  length  of  rod,  18ft.  ;  maximum  weight  of 
rod,  45oz. ;  line,  gut  cast  and  fly — aee  General 
Begulationa. 

COMPETITION   B  (No.  2). 
Tbout-Fly  Casting  (Wet  Fly). 
^  Accuracy  and  Style. 

Open  to  amateurs  only  ;  Style  of  casting,  Single- 
handed —  switch,  Spey,  or  roll  cast  barred;  line, 
gut  cast  and  flies — see  General  Regulations. 

There  shall  be  three  flies  not  le^s  than  2ft.  6in. 
apart.  The  dropper  links  to  be  not  leas  than  2in. 
nor  more  than  4in.  in  length. 

The  casting  shall  be  successively  at  four  floating 
oblongs  graduated  in  size  from  6ft.  in  length  by 
2ft.  3in.  in  width  to  9ft.  in  length  by  3ft.  in  width, 
stationed  at  distances  to  be  fixed  by  the  judges, 
between  19ft.  and  51ft.  from  the  platform,  begin- 
ning at  the  nearest.  Four  casts  must  be  made  at 
each  oblong,  and  four  casts  only ;  no  false  casts  in 
the  air  shall  be  allowed.  The  competitor  shall  cast 
his  flies  upon  the  water,  and  every  subsequent  cast 
shall  count  for  record. 

Accuracy. — If  all  three  flies  fall  within  the  oblong 
accuracy  shall  be  considered  perfect.  If  two  flies 
only  fall  within  the  oblong  there  shall  be  deducted 
a  demerit  of  1 ;  if  one  fly  only  so  falls  there  shall  be 
deducted  a  demerit  of  3  ;  if  no  fly  so  falls  there 
shall  be  deducted  a  further  demerit  of  2  for  each 
foot,  or  part  of  a  foot,  between  the  nearest  fly  and 
the  nearest  part  of  the  oblong.  The  sum  of  such 
demerits  deducted  from  100  shall  be  the  competitor's 
score  for  accuracy. 

Style  shall  be  divided  into  four  parte  : — 

1.  Fly,  which  consists  in  dropping  the  flies  lightly 
on  the  water. 

2.  Line,  which  consists  in  laying  the  line,  and  cast 
clean  and  straight,  so  that  they  are  at  once  fishing. 

3.  Recovery,  which  consists  in  recovering  the  cast 
cleanly  and  without  undue  disturbance  of  the  water. 

4.  Action,  which  consists  in  the  grace  and  ease 
of  the  competitor  on  the  platform,  and  includes  his 
back  casts  and  the  manner  of  delivery  of  his  line 
in  Wet- Fly  style. 

Each  of  such  four  parts  shall  have  value  of  100, 
and  the  judges  shall  mark  such  demerit  in  respect  of 
each  part  in  which  the  competitor  is  deficient,  as 
they  shall  think  just ;  and  the  sum  of  such  demerits 
shall  be  deducted  from  400  ;  the  resultant  figures 
divided  by  four  wUl  determine  the  percentage  of 
style  scored. 

The  percentage  of  accuracy  and  style  shall  be 
added  together,  and  divided  by  two,  and  the  result 
shall  be  the  score  of  the  competitor  in  the  event. 
But  no  competitor  shall  be  admitted  to  score  who 
does  not  attain  a  minimum  of  75  under  each  of 
these  two  heads. 

COMPETITION  C  (No.  3). 
Trout-Fly  Casting — Distance. 
The  Aggregate  of  the  Best  Three  Casts  to  Score. 
Open  to  amateurs  only ;  Style  of  casting.  Single- 
handed,  over  or  under  hand ;  maximum  length  of 
rod,  lift.  6in. ;  maximum  weight  of  rod,  IJoz.  per 
foot ;  line,  gut  cast  and  fly — see  General  Regulations. 


COMPETITION  D  (No.  4). 
Tkout-Fly  Casting — Light  Rod,  Distance 
AND  Style. 

The  Aggregate  of  the  Best  Three  Casts  to  Score. 
In  this  event  the  point  of  the  elbow  is  not  to  be  raised 
above  the  level  of  the  shoulder  in  catting. 

Open  to  amateurs  only  ;  maximum  length  of  rod, 
10ft.  Gin.  ;  maximum  weight  of  rod,  foz.  per  foot; 
line,  gut  cast  and  fly — see  General  Regulations. 

Style  shall  be  divided  into  four  parts : — 

1.  Fly,  which  consists  in  dropping  the  fly  lightly 
upon  the  water. 

2.  Line,  which  consists  in  laying  the  line  and 
cast  floating  clean  and  straight  upon  the  water. 

3.  Recovery,  which  consists  in  recovering  the  cast 
cleanly  and  without  undue  disturbance  of  th^ 
water. 

4.  Action,  which  consists  in  the  grace  and  ease 
of  the  competitor  on  the  platform,  and  includes  his 
false  cast,  his  back  cast,  and  manner  of  manage- 
ment of  rod  and  line,  and  delivery  of  cast. 

Each  of  such  four  parts  shall  have  a  value  of  100, 
and  the  judges  shall  mark  such  demerit  in  respect 
of  each  part  in  which  the  competitor  is  deficient  as 
they  shall  think  just,  and  the  sum  of  <iueh  demerits 
shall  be  deducted  from  400 ;  the  resultant  figures 
divided  by  four  will  determine  the  percentage  of 
style  scored. 

No  competitor  shall  score  for  distance  whose 
percentage  of  style  is  Ipss  than  75. 

There  shall  be  added  to  the  sum  of  the  number  of 
feet  cast  by  each  competitor  a  percentage  of  3  for 
each  point  beyond  the  minimum  in  his  percentage 
of  ftyle,  and  the  result  shall  be  the  score  of  tha 
competitor  in  the  event. 

COMPETITION  E  (No.  6). 
Tbout-Fly  Casting — Ambidextrous, 
Distance  Only. 
The  Aggregate  of  the  Best  Six  Casts  to  Score. 
In  this  event  four  minutes   will   be  allowed. 
Open  to  amateurs  only;  Style  of  casting.  Any ;  maxi- 
mum length  of  rod,  1 1ft.  6in.  ;  maximum  weight  of 
rod,  l^oz.   per  foot;  line,  gut  cast  and  fly — see 
General  Regulations. 

The  competitor  must  make  at  least  three  casta 
with  each  hand,  and  the  aggregate  of  the  beat 
three  casts  with  each  hand  shall  count  as  the 
competitor's  score.  Two  minutes  allowed  for  cast- 
ing with  each  hand. 

COMPETITION  F  (No.  6). 
Tbout-Fly  Casting — Dby-Fly,  Acoubaoy 
AND  Style. 

In  this  event  the  point  of  the  elbow  is  not  to  be  raised 
above  the  level  of  the  shoulder  in  casting. 

Open  to  amateurs  only  ;  Style  of  casting.  Over- 
head or  Underhand — Switch,  Spey.  or  Roll  cast 
barred  ;  maximum  length  of  rod,  lift.  Bin. ;  maxi- 
mum weight  of  rod,  l?,oz.  per  foot  ;  line,  gut  and 
cast — see  General  Regulations. 

Accuracy. — The  casts  will  be  made  successively 
at  three  targets  fixed  respectively  at  about  40ft., 
60ft.,  and  60ft.  distant  from  the  platform,  beginning 
at  the  nearest,  and  only  one  cast  at  each  target. 
The  competitor  may  take  a  reasonable  number  of 
false  casts  to  determine  his  distance  from  each 
target,  but  the  first  cast  striking  the  water  or 
target  in  front  of  the  competitor  shall  be  recorded. 

The  target  will  be  6ft.  in  diameter  and  plainly 
marked  with  a  bull's-eye,  12in.  in  diameter,  and  five 
concentric  rings,  with  spaces  of  5Jin.  The  bull's- 
eye  will  count  100  and  the  other  spaces  will  count- 
95,  90,  85,  80  and  75  respectively ;  no  score  allowed 
unless  the  fly  reaches  the  target. 

The  judges  may  deduct  from  the  score  of  any 
competitor  for  accuracy  5,  10,  1 5  or  20  per  cent,  for 
deficiency  in  style,  and  the  result  shall  be  the  score 
of  the  competitor  for  the  event. 

Style  shall  be  divided  into  four  parts  : — 

1.  Fly,  which  consists'in  dropping  the  fly  lightly 
upon  the  target. 

2.  Line,  which  consists  in  laying  the  line  and  cast 
floating  clean  and  straight  upon  the  water. 

3.  Recovery,  which  consists  in  recoverine  the  cast 
cleanly  and  without  undue  disturbance  of  the  water. 

4.  Action,  which  consists  in  the  grace  and  ease 
of  the  competitor  on  the  platform,  and  includes  his 
false  casts,  his  back  casts,  and  his  manner  of 
management  of  rod  and  line  and  delivery  of  cast  in 
Dry  Fly  style. 

COMPETITION  G  (No.  7). 
Tbout-Fly  Casting. 
Bridge  or  Wire  forward  Obstacle — and  under  Bush. 
{Accuracy. ) 

Open  to  amateurs  only  ;  Style  of  casting.  Any ; 
maximum  length  of  rod,  lift.  Gin.;  maximum 
weight  of  rod,  IJoz.  per  foot ;  line,  gut  cast  and 
fly — see  General  Regulations. 

A  horizontal  bar  or  wire  supported  6ft.  above 
water  level  by  two  upright  posts,  at  a  distance  of 


about  lOft.  apart,  will  be  placed  in  front  of  the 
competitor,  at  a  distance  of  30ft.  from  the  platform. 

Five  casts  ahall  be  made  under  the  bar  or  wire 
and  between  the  poats,  at  a  semicircular  target  6ft. 
in  diameter,  fixed  with  the  ba=e  furthest  away,  at 
a  distance  of  40ft.  from  the  platform  under  a  bush 
which  shedl  extend  3ft,  over  the  target  and  be  3ft. 
above  the  water.  The  target  shall  be  level  with  the 
water,  and  ahall  be  marked  with  six  concentric 
rings,  with  spacea  of  6Jin.  The  fly  landing  in  the 
centre  counts  ten,  in  the  next  space  nine,  and  so 
down  to  five.  False  casts  in  the  air  may  be  made 
and  shall  not  count  in  the  five  casta. 

COMPETITION  H  (No.  8). 
May-Fly  Casting — Distance  and  Style. 
The  Aggregate  of  the  Best  Three  Casts  to  Score. 
Open  to  amateura  only  ;  Style  of  casting.  Any  ; 
maximum  length  of  rod,  lift.  6in. ;  maximum 
weight  of  rod,  1  Joz.  per  foot;  line,  gut  cast  and  fly 
— see  General  Regulatione. 
The  fly  will  be  supplied  by  the  committee. 
Style  shall  be  divided  into  four  parts : — 

1.  Fly,  which  conaists  in  dropping  the  fly  lightly 
upon  the  water. 

2.  Line,  which  consiata  in  laying  the  line  and  cast 
floating  clean  and  straight  upon  the  water. 

3.  Recovery,  which  consists  in^  recovering  the 
cast  cleanly  and  without  undue  disturbance  of  the 
water. 

4.  Action,  which  consists  in  the  grace  and  ease 
of  the  competitor  on  the  platform,  and  includes  his 
false  cast,  his  back  cast,  and  manner  of  manage- 
ment of  rod  and  line,  and  delivery  of  cast. 

Each  of  such  four  parts  shall  have  a  value  of  100, 
and  the  judges  shall  mark  such  demerit  in  respect 
of  each  part  in  which  the  competitor  is  deficient  as 
they  shall  think  just,  and  the  sum  of  such  demerits 
shall  be  deducted  from  400 ;  the  resultant  figures 
divided  by  four  will  determine  the  percentage  of 
style  scored. 

No  competitor  shall  score  for  distance  whose 
percentage  of  style  is  less  than  75. 

There  shall  be  added  to  the  sum  of  the  number 
of  feet  cast  by  each  competitor  a  percentage  of  3 
for  each  point  beyond  the  minimum  in  his  per- 
centage of  style,  and  the  result  shall  be  the  score  of 
the  competitor  in  the  event. 

COMPETITION  I  (No.  9). 
Salmon-Fly  Casting — Distance  Only. 
The  Aggregate  of  the  Best  Three  Casts  to  Score. 
Open  to  all  comers ;  Style  of  casting.  Overhead  ; 
Switch,    Spey,   or  Roll   cast  barred ;  maximum 
length  of  rod,  18ft.  ;  maximum  weight  of  rod,  45oz.  ; 
line,  gut  cast  and  fly — see  General  Regulations. 

COMPETITION  K  (No.  10). 
Salmon-Fly  Casting — Switch,  Spey,  ob  Roll 

Cast,  Distance  Only. 
The  Aggregate  of  the  Best  Three  Casts  to  Score. 
Open  to  all  comers ;  Style  of  casting.  Switch,  Spey, 
or  Roll  cast  only ;  maximum  length  of  rod,  1 8ft.  ; 
maximimi  weight  of  rod,  46oz. ;  line,  gut  cast  and 
fly — see  General  Regulations. 

An  obstacle  (bush  or  screen)  not  less  than  12ft. 
high  will  be  placed  not  more  than  15ft.  behind  the 
competitor's  stand. 

COMPETITION  L  (No.  II). 
Tbout-Fly  Casting — Light  Rod,  Distance  only. 
The  Aggregate  of  the  Best  Three  Casts  to  Score. 
Open  to  all  comers ;   maximum  length  of  rod, 
10ft.  6in. ;  maximum  weight  of  rod,  |oz.  per  foot ; 
line,  gut  cast  and  fly — see  General  Regulations. 

COMPETITION  M  (No.  12). 
Tbout-E'ly  Casting  (Wet-Fly) — Switch,  Spey, 
OB  Roll  Cast — Distance. 
The  Aggregate  of  the  Best  Three  Casts  to  Score. 
Open  to  all  comers ;  Style  of  casting.  Single- 
handed  (Switch,  Spey,  or  Roll  cast  only)  ;  maximum 
length  of  rod,  lift.  Gin.  ;  maximum  weight  of  rod, 
1  Joz.  per  foot ;  line,  gut  cast  and  flies — see  General 
Regulations. 

There  shall  be  three  flies  placed  not  less  than  2ft. 
6in.  apart.  The  dropper  links  to  be  not  less  than 
2in.  nor  more  than  4in.  in  length. 

COMPETITION  N  (No.  13). 
Tbout-Fly  Casting  (One  Fly)— Distance  Only. 
The  Aggregate  of  the  Best  Three  Casts  to  Score. 
Open  to  all  comers;  Style  of  casting.  Any; 
maximum  length  of  rod,  lift.  Gin.  ;  maximum 
weight  of  rod,  1  |oz.  per  foot ;  line,  [gut  and  cast — 
aee  General  Regulations. 

COMPETITION  O  (No.  14). 
Tbout-Fly  Casting  (Dby-Fly) — Distance. 
The  Aggregate  of  the  Best  Three  Casts  to  Score. 
Open  to  youths  under  eighteen  years  of  age ; 
Style  of  casting.  Any ;  length  of  rod,  unrestricted ; 
weight  of  rod,  unrestricted  ;   line,  gut  and  CMt — 
see  General  Regulations. 


May  2,  1908 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


339 


COMPETITION  P  (No.  15). 
Heavy  Bait  Casting  (2Joz.) — Distance. 
The  Aggregate  of  the  Best  Three  Casta  to  Score. 
Open  to  amateurs  only  ;  Style,  Any ;  length  of 
rod,  not  to  exceed  1 4ft. ;  weight  of  rod,  wnlitnited ; 
line,  trace  and  bait — see  General  Regulations. 

COMPETITION  R'  (No.  16). 

Light  Bait  Casting  (Joz.). 

The  Aggregate  of  the  Best  Three  Casts  to  Score. 

Open  to  amateurs  only;  Style  of  casting,  From 
reel  only  ;  length  of  rod  not  to  exceed  9''t. ;  weight 
of  rod  unlimited  ;  line,  trace  and  bait — see  General 
Kegulations. 

COMPETITION  S  (No.  17). 

Light  Bait  Casting  (Distance) — -i^jjOz. 

The  Aggregate  of  the  Best  Three  Casts  to  Score, 

Open  to  amateurs  only  ;  Style  of  casting,  From 
reel  only ;  length  of  rod  not  le^s  than  6ft.  ;  weight 
of  rod,  unlimited;  the  bait  must  hang  at  least  12in. 
from  the  top  of  rod  at  the  commencement  of  the 
cast ;  line,  trace  and  bait — see  General  Regulations. 

COMPETITION  T  (No.  18). 
Medium  Bait  Casting  (Distance) — IJoz. 
The  Aggregate  of  the  Best  Three  Casts  to  Score. 
Open  to  amateurs  only  ;  Style  of  casting,  Any ; 
length  of  rod  not  to  exceed  14ft. ;  weight  of  rod, 
unlimited  ;  line,  trace  and  bait — see  General  Regu- 
lations. 

COMPETITION  U  (No.  19). 
Heavy  Bait  Casting  (2Joz.) — Distance. 
The  Aggregate  of  the  Best  Three  Casts  to  Score. 
Open  to  all  comers  ;  Style  of  casting.  Any  ;  length 
of  rod  not  to  exceed  14ft. ;  weight  of  rod,  unlimited; 
line,  trace  and  bait — see  General  Regulations. 

COMPETITION  W  (No.  20). 
Medium  Bait  Casting  (Ifoz.). 
The  Aggregate  of  the  Best  Three  Casts  to  Score. 
Open  to  all  comers  ;  Style  of  casting.  Any ;  length 
of  rod  not  to  exceed  14ft.;   weight  of  rod,  un- 
limited ;  line,  trace  and  bait — see  General  Regula- 
tions. 

COMPETITION  X  (No.  21). 
Light  Bait  Casting  (^oz.). 
The  Aggregate  of  the  Best  Three  Casts  to  Score. 
Open  to  all  comers ;  Style  of  casting.  From  reel 
only ;  length  of  rod  not  to  exceed  9ft.  ;  weight  of 
rod  unlimited ;  line,  trace  and  bait — see  General 
Regulations. 

COMPETITION  Y  (No.  22). 
Light  Bait  Casting  (j\oz.).  Distance. 
The  Aggregate  of  the  Best  Three  Casts  to  Score. 
Open  to  aU  comers ;  Style  of  casting.  From  reel 
only ;  iength  of  rod  not  less  than  6ft.  ;  weight  of 
rod  unrestricted  ;  the  bait  must  hang  at  least  12in. 
from  the  top  of  rod  at  the  commencement  of  the 
cast ;  line,  trace  and  bait — see  General  Regulations. 

COJIPETITION  Z  (No.  23). 
Float  Casting — Distance. 

The  Aggregate  of  the  Best  Three  Casts  to  Score. 

Open  to  all  comers  ;  length  of  rod  not  to  exceed 
14ft.  ;  weight  of  rod,  unlimited  ;  weight  of  shot  on 
cast,  1^  drachms. 

ii'loat  to  be  fixed  5ft.  between  bottom  ring  of 
float  and  end  of  hook.  The  hook  will  be  tipped 
with  a  piece  of  white  kid,  and  the  distance  of  the 
cast  will  be  reckoned  from  the  base  line  behind 
which  the  competitor  stands,  and  the  point  where 
the  hook  rests. 


May  Train  Services.— The  Great  Northern 
Company  announce  some  important  additions  to 
their  train  service  this  month.  A  luncheon  car 
express  will  leave  King's  Cross  each  week-day  at 
11.25  a.m.,  reaching  Harrogate,  3.26  p.m.,  and 
Edinburgh,  8.5  p.m.,  while  in  the  reverse  direction 
a  similar  train  will  leave  Edinburgh  (Waverley), 
12.25  p.m.,  and  Harrogate,  5.0  p.m.,  an-iving  King's 
Gross,  9.0  p.m.  A  through  train  will  leave  King's 
Cross  each  week-day  at  4.0  p.m.  for  Woodhall  Spa, 
arriving  there  6.53  p.m.  In  the  reverse  direction 
a  train  will  leave  Woodhall  Spa  daily  at  9.43  a.m., 
arriving  King's  Cross,  1.5  p.m.  Commencing 
May  26,  a  through  express  will  leave  King's  Cross 
each  Tuesday,  Thursday,  and  Saturday  at  2.0  p.m. 
for  Hull  (Riverside  Quay),  for  the  convenience  of 
passengers  wishing  to  travel  by  the  Wilson  Line 
steamers  for  Norway. 


NOVELTIES  FROM  ME.  W.  J. 
CUMMINS,  OF  BISHOP  AUCKLAND. 

Anglers  who  are  acquainted  with  the  rods  and 
tackle  of  Mr.  W.  J.  Cummins  will,  I  think,  agree 
with  me  that  there  is  always  an  air  of  good 
quality  about  them,  and  this  applies  to  small  as 
well  as  to  important  things.  In  a  note  recently 
received  from  Mr.  Cummins  he  says  : — 

"  I  have  pleasure  in  sending  you  a  new  eyed 
fly  box  which  I  have  just  introduced  (the 
'Unthank'),  and  I  hope  you  will  like  the  idea. 
It  has  been  thoroughly  tried  before  introducing, 
and  is  the  idea  of  a  customer  of  mine  who  is  a 
practical  angler.  I  was  pleased  with  the  idea 
directly  I  saw  it,  and  have  given  great  pains  to 
making  it  a  first-class  box  in  every  detail.  I  have 
put  a  few  of  my  floaters  in  the  box  to  show  the 
way  in  which  the  flies  are  carried.  The  hook  is 
slipped  between  the  felt  and  tin  strips  (not  pushed 
into  the  felt).  To  remove  the  tweezers,  push  the 
ring  to  left,  and  in  replacing  them  have  ring  at 
left  and  push  it  towards  the  centre  of  the  box,  they 
are  then  held  quite  firmly.  I  am  also  sending  you 
one  of  my  telescopic  gut  cases,  sample  of  which  I 
sent  for  your  opinion  before.  I  am  selling  these 
at  the  lowest  x^ossible  figure,  namely,  2s.  9d. 

"  You  might  please  mention  that  I  am  quite 
willing  to  send  these  novelties  for  inspection  to 


any  angler,  and  that  anglers  in  London  can  see 
them  at  my  agents,  the  Wilkinson  Sword  Co.,  Ltd., 
27,  Pall  Mall,  S.W." 

The  "  Unthank  "  Dry-Fly  Box. 
The  illustrations  and  what  Mr,  Cummins  says 
really  make  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  much, 
except  that  I  like  the  "  Unthank  "  box  very  much 
indeed,  and  have  suggested  to  Mr.  Cummins  that 
it  would  be  well  to  make  it  oblong  as  well  as 
round,  and  of  aluminium  as  well  as  of  japanned 
tin.  I  know  no  dry-fly  box  in  which  the  flies  are 
held  more  securely,  although  the  barb  end  of  the 
hook  is  merely  pressed  by  the  felt  against  the 
underside  of  the  tin  strips. 

The  "  W.  J.  C. "  Telescopic  Case  for  Holding 
Hanks  or  Strands  of  Gut. 
I  doubt  if  it  is  the  custom  of  the  majority  of 
anglers  to  keep  much  gut,  even  in  the  form  of 
ready-made  casts ;  but  to  all  who  keep  it  in 
hanks,  or  bundles  of  strands,  I  can  recommend 
Mr.  Cummins'  case.  It  looks  like  one  of  the 
well-known  black  air-pumps  which  one  carries  on 
a  bicycle.  It  is  two  cylinders,  one  slightly  smaller 
than  the  other ;  the  smaller  tube  fits  very  exactly 
and  telescopes  into  the  larger.  One  end  of  each 
is  closed,  and  gut  kept  in  it  is  quite  safe  from 
damp,  dust,  and  light.  It  will  take  strands  up  to 
sixteen  or  seventeen  inches  in  length.  The  case 
takes  up  no  more  space  than  a  black  ebony  ruler 
of  an  inch  diameter.    It  is  a  good,  practical  idea. 

R.  B.  M. 


EASTER  IN  SWALEDALE. 


The  "  Ugh  I "  from  Piscator  as  he  faced  the 
north-east  wind  on  Good  Friday  morning  before 
breakfast  reminded  one  of  the  story  of  an  angling 
visitor  at  an  out  of  the  way  little  inn,  situated  near 
the  dale  heads,  who  wanted  a  bath  early  on  the 
first  morning  of  his  stay,  and  consulted  the  land- 
lord about  it.  "  A  bath  ?  "  said  Boniface,  "  cer- 
tainly, sir  "  ;  then,  "  Hey,  Jim,  this  'ere  gent  wants 
to  tak  a  bath.  Bring  up  t'  fixings  t  "  Jim,  a 
shock-headed  cow-lad,  made  his  appearance  with  the 
"  fixings,"  consisting  of  half  a  bar  of  yellow  soap, 
a  towel,  a  pickaxe,  and  a  shovel.  "  What  the  deuce 
is  the  pickaxe  and  the  shovel  for  ? "  asked  the 
angler.  "  Why,"  replied  the  landlord,  "  to  dam  up 
t'  beck,  to  be  sure — ye  can't  have  a  bath  without  he 
does  I  "  This  on  a  bitterly  cold  morning  with  snow 
on  the  hills-— Ugh!  The  angler  will  find  better 
accommodation  than  this  at  a  little-known  inn,  high 
up  the  valley  of  the  Swale,  called  Cat  Holes,  at 
Keld ;  but  if  he  requires  electsic  light,  and  other 
up-to-date  luxuries,  he  must  not  visit  Swaledale. 
He  will,  however,  find  plenty  of  bracing  air,  com- 
fortable quarters,  and  good  honest  food — home-fed 
ham  and  bacon,  and  fresh  eggs  galore ;  for  many 
of  the  dale  farmers  go  in  for  up-to-date  poultry, 
and  are  successful  exhibitors  at  the  principal 
poultry  shows  all  through  the  country. 


Talking  of  eggs  reminds  me  of  a  brother-in-law 
of  mine,  who,  wandering  over  the  moorlands,  got 
out  of  his  reckoning,  and  found  it  would  be  some 
hours  before  he  could  reach  home,  and  the  "  inner 
man  "  kept  informing  him  he  would  soon  have  to 
procure  some  food  from  somewhere.  He  at  last 
came  to  a  farmhouse.  "  Could  they  kindly  oblige 
him  with  some  milk,  bread  and  butter,  cheese,  or  a 
fresh-laid  egg  or  two?"  "Yes,  he  could  have 
plenty  of  new  milk — for  they  were  just  milking — 
cheese,  butter,  and  bread ;  but  they  were  sorry 
they  could  not  give  him  a  fresh  egg,  as  none  of  the 
hens  had  laid  since  yesterday  1  He  was  welcome, 
however,  to  as  many  of  these  as  he  could  eat." 
As  my  relative  is  a  confectioner  and  provision 
merchant,  and  has,  consequently,  plenty  of  experi- 
ence with  eggs,  fresh  and  otherwise  (very  often 
otherwise  I),  he  often  tells  this  true  tale  with  much 
gusto,  and  swears  the  dale  farmers  are  the  most 
honest  people  he  ever  came  across  in  his  life !  But 
I  am  yarning  instead  of  fishing,  and  the  reason  I 
am  inflicting  the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
with  my  yarns  is  that  I  am  just  recovering  from  an 
attack  of  influenza  and  its  attendant  ills,  and  the 
doctor  warned  me  against  taking  libei-ties.  "  Yes, 
plenty  of  fresh  air,  as  much  sunshine  as  you  pos- 
sibly can  get,  and  reasonable  exercise  ;  but  fishing, 
decidedly  no — not  until  the  weather  and  water  are 
warmer,  unless  you  want  another  month  of  my 
physic  "  I 

I  had,  therefore,  to  be  content  with  a  glance  or 


Illustrations  Showing  Both  Sides  op  the  "Unthank"  Dbv-Flv  Box. 

Advantages  claimed  for  it : — It  is  compact,  measuring  4in.  in  diameter  and  1  Jin. 
depth.  Flies  can  easily  be  put  in  and  easily  taken  out.  No  matter  how  the  case  is 
shaken  about  the  flies  do  not  work  loose.  Flies  are  not  crushed  (specially  suitable  for 
floating  flies).  There  is  a  special  compartment  for  gut  casts  and  points.  The  case  will 
hold  ten  to  twelve  dozen  flies. 
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two  at  the  dead  low  water  in  the  river,  and  to  listen 
to  the  reports  of  anglers  who  had  been  out.  One 
of  my  boys  and  a  friend  came  up  from  Kichmond 
and  fished  one  of  our  moorland  burns  with  the 
worm,  and  made  a  joint  creel  of  thirty-two  fish. 
They  did  as  well  as  anyone  I  came  across,  for  after 
breakfast  the  clouds  passed  and  the  sun  shone 
w  ith  great  brilliance  until  it  dipped  behind  the  hills 
in  the  evening,  and  we  hoped  for  a  fine  Easter 
holiday.  But  on  Saturday  a  bitter  blast  from  the 
north  at  times  blew  with,  the  force  of  a  gale, 
accompanied  by  heavy  [snow  showers,  and  those 
anglers  who  braved  the  wintry  storm  did 
little  good,  even  in  more  sheltered  places  than 
at  Keld,  which  is  1050ft.  above  sea  level. 
However,  if  fishing  is  not  possible,  weeks  may 
be  well  spent  exploring  the  ravines,  waterfalls, 
etc.,  in  this  wild  and  romantic  region.  Trout  are 
plentiful  in  all  the  becks,  although  they  do  not  rim 
large,  and  the  Swale  is  not  an  early  river  by  any 
means.  The  dale  is  seen  at  its  best  in  August, 
when  the  hDle  are  clothed  with  purple  heather 
bloom.  Kisdon  Hill,  a  terrace-like  mountain,  is 
1636ft.,  and  a  little  further  to  the  south,  Shummer 
Fell,  which  divides  Swaledale  from  the  valley  of 
the  Yore,  is  2344ft.  above  sea  level.  The  great 
attraction  at  Keld  is  Kisdon  Foss,  it  and  its 
surroundings  present  one  of  the  grandest  combina- 
tions of  hill,  rock,  and  water  scenery  possible  to  see 
in  the  kingdom  or  out  of  it.  Muker  Pass  also  com- 
mands some  of  the  finest  scenery  in  Yorkshire. 
The  storm  increased  in  violence  on  Primrose 
Day,  and  on  leaving  chiurch  the  deep  snow  we 
stepped  into  in  the  old  churchyard  was  more 
suggestive  of  Christmas  than  of  Easter.  It  froze 
at  night,  with  more  heavy  falls  of  snow,  and  on 
Easter  Monday,  although  we  had  periodical  glints 
of  sunshine,  the  north  wind  was,  as  one  of  the 
natives  put  it,  "  fit  to  skin  a  gavelock,"  and  snow 
fell  heavily  at  intervals — just  the  sort  of  day  for 
grayling  fishing  in  midwinter. 

The  Upper  Swale  is  best  reached  from  Wensley- 
dale  on  foot,  or  by  conveyance  from  Hawes,  by  the 
"  Buttertubs "  Pass  down  to  Muker,  or  from 
Askrigg  down  to  Reeth.  The  Buck  Inn  at  Reeth 
(ten  miles  from  Richmond)  is  the  Mecca  of  anglers, 
tourists,  and  grouse  shooters  visiting  Swaledale. 
Leave  may  be  obtained  to  fish  by  staying  at 
this  ample  and  comfortable  hostelry,  also  about  a 
mile  lower  down  and  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river  by  lodging  at  the  Bridge  Inn  at  Grinton  ;  the 
trout  are,  of  course,  larger  here  than  they  are  ten 
miles  higher  up,  but  most  of  the  fishing  east  down 
from  this  point  is  in  private  hands,  imtil  we  get 
close  to  Richmond,  but  Mr.  M.  Hunter,  an 
enthusiastic  trout  and  grayling  fisherman,  kindly 
gave  me  an  invitation  to  fish  his  water  at  EUerton 
Abbey  at  any  time.  Above  Richmond  a  part  of 
the  river  belongs  to  Mr.  Brown,  of  Hipswell  Lodge  ; 
day  tickets  at  one  shilling  may  be  obtained  from 
Mr.  Spencer,  Gunsmith  and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealer, 
Finkle-street,  Richmond.  Pennit's  to  angle  in 
Lord  Zetland's  water  between  Downham  Bridge 
and  Lownthwaite  Bridge  may  be  had  from  Mr. 
F.  W.  Hall,  Oliver,  Richmond. 

At  Richmond  the  fishing  between  the  Green 
Bridge  and  Station  Bridge  is  free.  Trout  are  not 
plentiful  here,  but  in  freshets  some  good  trout  are 
caught  by  the  local  bottom  fishermen  ;  chub  and 
dace  are  also  in  evidence.  Tickets  may  be  had 
from  the  Estate  Office,  Easby,  to  fish  below 
Richmond  to  where  Skeeby  Beck  joins  the  main 
river,  at  one  shilling  per  day.  The  same  price  is 
charged  to  fish  Skeeby  Beck.  The  tickets  for  this 
stream  can  be  obtained  at  Skeeby  Post  Office. 
Lower  down,  trout  get  few  and  far  between, 
although  there  is  some  fair  grayling  fishing  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Catterick  Bridge.  Below  here, 
the  Swale  has  only  attractions  for  the  contem- 
plative bottom  fisherman.  Its  lower  waters  are 
fairly  stocked  with  barbel,  chub,  dace,  etc.,  and 
is  much  patronised  by  clubmen  from  Darlington, 
Stockton,  Middlesbrough,  etc. 

John  E.  Millee. 


A  SEBious  epidemic,  says  Le  PSche  Moderne,  has 
recently  broken  out  among  tVie  fish  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  and  the  inhabitants  of  many  of  the  localities 
along  the  coast  where  fishing  ia  the  sole  industry 
have  been  reduced  to  serious  straits.  The  authori- 
ties have  taken  measures  to  remove  the  coimtless 
bodies  of  dead  fish  which  are  washed  ashore  daily. 
These  include  a  number  of  large  sharks,  which  died 
either  of  the  epidemic  itself  or  from  eating  smaller 
fish  infected  with  it. 


A  NAVAL  OFFICEK'S    POEM  ON 
THE  AKT  OF  FISHING. 


A  GREAT  many  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
are,  I  am  glad  to  know.  Navy  and  Army  officers. 
Some  years  ago  an  old  friend,  a  very  good  and 
very  keen  angler  (the  late  Mr.  Edward  Middelton), 
gave  me  a  copy  of  "  The  Art  of  Fishing  :  a  Poem," 
by  T.  W.  Charleton,  R.N.  Printed  in  1819  at 
North  Shields  for  the  author  by  J.  K.  Pollock. 
The  "  Bibliotheca  Piscatoria "  refers  to  it  as  being 
"  smoothly  written  but  matter  of  fact."  I  am  not 
quite  siu-e  of  the  facts,  but  it  is  certainly  amusing. 
Here  are  a  few  extracts.  Referring  to  the  angler's 
flies,  he  tells  us  that — 

"On  different  trees  they  mostly  breed, 
On  leaves"  and  tender  buds  they  feed." 

And  then  a  few  lines  on — 

"  Nor  do  they  to  the  waters  fly 
Purely  to  take  the  fish's  eye, 
For  trout  a  destined  prey. 
Their  hunger  quelled  upon  the  trees, 
The  streams  their  craving  thirst  appease 
Twice  each  returning  day." 

Here  is  quite  a  nautical  description  of  the 
appearance  of  the  "  Brown  and  Blae  "  fly  when  it 
goes  to  appease  its  craving  thu-st  on  the  river  : 

The  Brown  and  Blae. 
"  For  pow'rful  squadrons  fam'd  we  see. 
Next  in  the  train  the  Brown  and  Blae, 

Come  sailing  on  the  wind ; 
Of  dark  snipe  wing  and  rat  blae  hair, 
With  fox's  fen  conjoin'd  with  care, 
A  killing  fly  in  kind." 

After  a  description  of  other  flies  we  come  to 
where — 

"  The  copper  fly  next  cuts  a  flash, 
Descended  from  the  Mountain  Ash, 

Landrail  its  wings  supplies ; 
Copper  well  mix'd  with  purple  hair, 
And  orange  rib  'tis  known  to  wear, 

A  beauteous  race  of  flies." 

The  following  verse  is  perhaps  properly  described 
as  "  matter  of  fact  "  : 

The  Orange  Fly. 
"  The  orange  with  her  gaudy  trains, 
Sprung  from  the  cow  plats  on  the  plains. 

Next  ushers  in  July : 
With  ribs  and  hair  of  orange  hue, 
Its  showers  are  pompous  to  the  view. 
Rail  feathers  wing  this  fly." 

How  TO  GIVE  Gentles  a  beauteous  Golden  Hue. 

Someone  asked  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  recently 
how  to  colour  gentles.  Here  is  a  recipe  which  I 
never  heard  of  before.  Take  the  yolk  of  a  hard- 
boiled  egg,  mince  it  small,  put  it  with  the  gentles 
into  a  wide-mouth'd  bottle,  and — 

"  Thus  fed  and  thus  prepar'd,  your  crew 
Soon  wear  the  beauteous  golden  hue, 
The  yellowy  yolk's  gay  shade." 

This  is  a  tip  worth  noting.    By  the  way,  the 
gentles  are  first  to  be  scoured  in  bran. 

Night  fishing  on   the  Tweed   and   Eden  with 
white  and  yellow  moths  or  bustards  is  next  well  • 
described.     He  wisely  recommends  casting  up- 
stream. 

''For  up  the  stream  the  trout's  head  lies, 
That  he  may  watch  the  floating  flies 

As  down  the  streams  they  flow  ; 
Therefore  avoid  to  let  them  see 
Your  near  approach,  lest  they  should  flee. 

And  wisely  shun  their  foe." 

A  Prophecy  about  the  Eden. 
Mr.  T.  W.  Charleton,  R.N.,  continually  refers  to 
the  River  Eden  in  his  poem,  and  makes  in  one 
verse  this  sensible  prophecy  : 

"  Eden  for  ever  will  abound 
In  trout,  if  on  its  banks  are  found 

Large  woods  the  flies  to  breed, 
Large  woods  to  check  the  fisher's  skill ; 
In  woods  for  who  can  fish  at  will. 

Or  as  iuiplains  succeed." 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  removal  of  woods 
and  bushes  is  the  cause  of  the  disappearance  of 
May  Flies  and  many  other  flies.  The  author's 
description  of  ten  Tweed  and  Eden  salmon  flies  is 
very  interesting,  but  too  long  to  quote.  Among 
the  materials  mentioned  are  dark  mottled  drake, 
turkey  tail  tipped  with  white,  turkey  widely  ribb'd 
with  brown,  red  buzzard,  guinea-fowl,  black  dog 
hair,  white,  red  and  brown  cock's  hackles,  seal  hair 


dyed  yellow,  blue,  orange,  red  and  "everyhue," 
gold  ribs,  black  and  brown  turkey  tipped  with 
white,  dark  teal,  etc.  The  following  description 
of  the  boil  or  bulge  of  a  rising  salmon  is  quite 
Homeric ! 

How  THB  Salmon  takes  the  Fly. 
"  When  at  the  lure  the  salmon  rise. 
Their  plunge  imprints  a  dread  surprise. 

And  strikes  an  awful  fear ; 
Into  a  bulge  the  waters  swell. 
And  with  a  grumbling  noise  foretell 
Th'  approaching  salmon  near. 

"They  take  their  prey,  then  downwards  turn, 
Just  show  their  tails,  which  lashing  spurn 

The  deep,  as  they  descend. 
Such  was  the  grumbling  noise  through  air, 
When  Pluto  came  to  seize  his  fair. 
Bade  earth  in  chasms  rend. 
"  So  Thetis  rose  to  see  her  son. 
Before  beleaguer'd  Troy  was  won ; 

The  waves  in  rising  curls. 
The  swelling  surge  bespoke  her  near. 
And  when  retiring  clos'd  the  rear 
With  gulping  eddying  whirls." 

How  TO  Strike  a  Salmon. 
"  When  the  strong  salmon  e'er  you  raise. 
If  you'd  for  dextrous  skill  win  praise. 

Start  not  when  he  is  near : 
But  let  him  take  your  fly  and  turn, 
Then  sideways  strike,  in  vain  he'll  spurn, 
But  upwards  strike  not  e'er." 

Salmon  anglers  will  agree  that  this  is  very  good 
advice.  He  goes  on  to  say  you  want  a  wind  on 
the  Eden  salmon  pools.  Charleton  evidently  was 
a  skilled  trout  and  salmon  angler,  made  his  own 
flies  and  rods  and  tackle,  and  is  much  more  original 
than  most  of  the  writers  of  the  time. 

R.  B.  Marston. 

ANGLING  AND  IZAAK  WALTON. 
By  "  E.  W.,"  IN  the  London  Magazine,  June,  1823. 

May  is  born — and  the  fishing  season  is  now  come 
on  ;  they  who  find  pleasaunce  at  the  water  side, 
in  tender  green  meadows,  or  at  the  troublous  tail 
of  a  noisy  mill — may  leave  the  busy,  crowded  parts 
of  the  earth,  and  betake  themselves  to  the  solitary 
streams  to  diet  off  that  "  content  and  pleasure," 
which  only  angling  gives. 

Happy  must  that  man  be,  the  thread  of  whose 
life  is  "  a  silken  Une,"  who  finds  nothing  more 
crooked  in  existence  than  the  hook  upon  which  ho 
wreathes  his  fly, — and  who  covets  but 

•    .    .    "To  moditate  his  time  away, 
And  angle  on,  and  beg  to  have 
A  quiet  passage  to  a  welcome  grave." 

The  true  angler  must  be  one  who  can  quit  his 
warm  bed,  when  the  morning  covers  the  streams 
with  its  first  cold  pearly  light,  who  can  steal  quietly 
about  his  house,  break  his  fast  with  a  crust  and  a 
cup  of  chill  milk — hang  his  basket  at  his  back,  and 
sally  forth  alone  to  rivers 

.    .    .    .    "  By  whose  falls, 
Melodious  birds  sing  madrigals." 

Izaak  Walton  has  much  to  answer  for  in  the  way 
of  converting  men  into  anglers.  He  was  the  wiglit 
who  proved  that  truth  did  not  lie  in  a  well,  but  in 
running  waters.  It  is  next  to  impossible  for  a  man 
to  read  Walton's  "  Compleat  Angler,"  and  not  to 
sigh  for  a  day  by  the  Lea  river  ;  a  struggle  with 
"  a  logger-headed  chub,"  a  discourse  on  the  dressing 
of  a  silver  eel,  and  a  taste  of  honest  Maudhn's  voice, 
in  one  of  her  sweetest  milking  songs, — "  that  smooth 
song  which  was  made  by  Kit  Marlow."  The  language 
of  the  book  is  not  mere  language,  not  poor  dead 
words,  but  words  living  and  winding  as  the  silver 
Dee  ;  for  the  very  babbling  of  the  waters  seems  to 
have  crept  into  it — and  the  air  of  fresh  fishing-days 
breathes  in  every  sentence. 

The  latest  edition  of  Walton's  artless  book  is, 
perhaps,  one  of  the  most  interesting  publications 
that  has  appeared  since  that  honest  old  man  was 
wont  to  leave  his  rickety  house  in  Fleet-street,  and 
to  unthread  the  lazy,  silent  Lea  for  days  together. 
All  that  could  be  done  to  make  it  the  Complete 
Angler  has  been  done.  Everything  in  the  book  is  of 
the  fish — fishy.    The  simple  gills  of  Master  Izaak 

The  "  Compleat  Angler  "  of  Izaak  Walton,  and 
Charles  Cotton,  extensively  embellished  with 
engravings  on  copper  and  wood,  from  original 
paintings  and  drawings,  by  first-rate  artists,  etc. 
Major,  Fleet-street,  1823. 
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bask  quietly  beneath  the  sliadow  of  the  fust  leaf— 
and  every  honest  angling  character— fishing  spot— 
or  trolling  incident— is  illustrated  by  the  artist  in 
graven  pictures,  which  hold  the  subjects  in  lines,  fine 
and  powerful  as  those  which  the  fly-fisher  casts  over 
the  gallant  river.  The  trout,  the  pike,  the  perch,  and 
the  salmon,  never  had  their  portraits  taken  at  full 
length  before  :  they  seem  alive  and  just  out  of  the 
water,  and  laid  on  the  fresh  leaves  for  the  lover  of 
the  angle  to  look  at.   The  spots— the  streaks— the 
pearled  lustre  of  hf©  is  upon  them  ;  and,  if  old  Izaak 
could  see  himself  so  enriched,  he  would  stare  to 
find  fish  so  well  and  cunningly  dressed.   The  views 
of  Amwell— of  the   Lea  River— Ware— and  the 
sketches  of  Dove- Dale,  have  a  spirit  and  beauty  in 
them  worthy  of  the  spirit  and  beauty  which  mark 
the  descriptions  in  the  work  itself.    Nature  sees 
herself  reflected  in  the  book,  as  in  a  brook  ;  and  no 
reader  can  help  angling  about  the  pages,  so  long  as 
the  smallest  vignette  remains  to  be  caught.  We  can 
only  say  that  those  who  love  a  delightful  book- 
delightfully  got  up,  ought  to  have  Major's  edition 
of  Izaak  Walton.   At  the  same  time,  we  must  say, 
that  the  purse  will  not  close  with  the  purchase  of 
this  completest  edition  of  the  "  Compleat  Angler  "  ; 
for  we  will  defy  the  reader,  after  perusing  it,  and 
dwelhng  on  the  illustrations,  to  avoid  buying  a  rod— 
a  reel— a  line— a  plumb — a  dozen  hooks— gymp— 
gut— and  a  gentle-box  :  we  will  defy  him  to  abstain 
from  rambling  about  the  fresh  waters,  near  Totten- 
ham Cross,  with  peace  at  his  heart,  and  a  basket  at 
his  back  ;  we  will  defy  him  to  sleep  quietly  in  his 
bed,  on  a  likely  morning,  when  the  wind  is  south, 
and  the  May  Fly  is  expected  to  unfurl  his  cowslip- 
coloured  wing  over  the  waters. 

We  grow  poetical.  We  must  draw  in  our  lines. 
Our  readers  must  pardon  us.  Two  of  our  body,  it 
must  be  confessed,  are  true  brothers  of  the  angle  ; 
and,  the  remarks  we  offer  are  written  under  the 
mfluence  of  their  spirit.  I  n  conclusion,  however, 
to  show  that  we  are  not  all  of  us  troubled  with 
water  m  the  head,  we  beg  to  submit  an  Ode,  writ  by 
of  our  fraternity,  expressive  of  his  love  for 
Walton,  and  the  literature  of  the  angler's  art,  and 
of  his  own  inability  to  practise  the  art  itself.  He 
shows  that  he  can  read  Walton— but  not  act  him  ; 
admire  the  line,  which  he  cannot  throw.  Indeed, 
we  question  whether  any  person  in  existence  could 
help  fishing  by  his  own  fireside,  when  his  mind 
could  cast  a  fly,  or  steep  a  float  in  such  streams  as 
wind  through  the  pages  of  Izaak  Walton. 

Ode  to  Master  Izaak  Walton. 
1. 

Oh  pleasant  Old  Master  Walton  !— 
The  white  and  sweet  Lea  river. 
That  runneth  through  meads. 
And  'tween  flagged  reeds, 
Babbleth  of  thee  for  ever  ! 


7. 


2. 

God  rest  thee,  ah.  Gentle  Izaak  ! 

Thou  hast  east  good  lines  in  the  Lea,  to 

Entrap  silly  fish  ; 

And  'tis  now  my  wish 
To  throw  these  lines  to  thee  too. 

3. 

I  have  oft  tried  to  be  a  fisher  : 
And  still  for  the  angle  sigh  now— 
But  my  rod  is  in  pickle. 
My  lines  are  fickle  ; 
And  my  hook  is  all  my  eye  now  ! 

4. 

I  have  taken  thy  work  to  the  water, 
.And  long  angled  per  Piscator  : 
But  to  fish  by  the  book. 
In  the  fishiest  brook, 
I  find  is  against  my  natur  ! 

5. 

The  Angler  is  like  the  poet— 
That  is,  he — nascitur,  non  fit  ; 

My  fish  has  no  mouth, 

For  the  wind  of  the  South, 
And  I  find  'mid  my  maggots  not  one  fit. 

6. 

I  walk  with  a  reel  like  a  drunkard : 
And  toil  in  my  troutless  rambles  : 

Oh  !  my  gut  wears  out 

Long  before  the  trout. 
And  my  flies  make  friends  with  the  brambles. 


Oh  teach  me,  sweet  Master  Walton— 
]jU  Teach  lovers  of  thine  who  \vish  well ! 

I'  To  chuck  the  chin 

wot  the  chubb,  within 

His  deejis  ;— and  in  shallows  to  fish  well. 


I  never  caught  more  than  one  pike, 
And  that  was  the  longest  of  fishes  ; 

But  a  Serjeant  who.se  eye 

It  caught  passing  by — ■ 
Said  'twas  one  of  the  third  Militia's  ! 


God  rest  thee— oh  sweetest  Izaak  ' 
Thou  wert  the  best  of  the  Angle  ; 
All  the  river  fair. 
From  Lea-bridge  to  Ware, 
Thou  did'st  love  to  disentangle. 

10. 

Oh  thou  wert  an  honest  pilgrim, 
And  nought  could  be  sweeter  or  calmer— 

Than  gently  to  look 

Up  the  gadding  brook. 
On  the  Pilgrim  with  his  hrown  Palmer  I 

11. 

Thy  Soul  was  a  gentle  creature— 
And  always  prepared  to  die  was  ; 
And  when  her  bright 
Wing  took  its  flight. 
It  no  artificial  fly  was  ! 

12. 

But  the  worms,  I  fear  me,  hail'd  thee  ; 
And  to  catch  thee  'twas  their  desire  once— 

"  Come  nibble  away. 

Brother  brandlings  gay. 
For  he  lined  our  bellies  with  wire  once  !  " 

13. 

Yet  enough  !— Thy  book  must  content  me. 
For  skiU  will  not  come  with  the  wishing  ; 

So  I'll  take  to  thy  lines. 

As  the  summer  shines — 
And  so,  go  a-fancy-fishing. 

14. 

Farewell,  good  Master  Walton  ! 

May  Madge  sing  her  verses  near  thee  ! 

And  Lea  as  it  speeds 

Through  the  merry  meads. 
With  its  watery  voice  endear  thee  r 


A  BKOOKSIDE  SKETCH. 


Morning  in  a  mist— a  low-lying,  white,  clinging 
mist  that  gives  promise  of  a  sweltering  hot  da-y 
It    is    early  in  June— the   month   of    roses— of 
summer's  prime.    The  carnival  of  the  year. 

You  step  out  in  the  filmy  whiteness,  make  a  bee- 
liae  across  the  quiet  village  street,  and  set  out 
towards  the  rippling  brook.  Early  as  it  is,  you 
distinctly  hear  a  farmer  calling  his  cattle  up  in  the 
distant  meadows,  and  a  musical  "  clink,"  "  clink  " 
from  the  smithy  informs  you  that  so  early  the 
farrier  is  hard  at  work— in  the  country,  people 
rise  with  the  lark,  and  sometimes  before  it. 

By  the  time  you  reach  the  ivy-covered  tower  of 
the  old  church  on  the  hill,  top  the  rise,  and  com- 
mence to  descend  the  narrow,  winding  lane,  under 
the  elm-trees,  his  Majesty  the  Sun  is  making  his 
daily  dehut  to  the  world  with  beaming  face,  and 
dispelling  the  mists  as  by  magic. 

A  thin  white  wreath  still  hangs  over  the  brook's 
course  and  the  saggy  ground  where  the  bulrush 
grows  ;  but  in  less  than  an  hour's  time  it  will  have 
completely  vanished,  and  given  place  to  shimmer- 
ing heat.  Above,  the  sky  is  perfect,  its  blue  broken 
only  by  a  few  stationary  cumuli. 

A  skylark  high  overhead,  a  dark  speck  against 
the  cumuli,  IS  carolling  with  might  and  main.  A 
kingfisher,  in  vesture  of  emerald  and  gold,  hurtles 
up  stream  to  his  hunting  ground  under  the  willows 
and  your  little  bird-friend,  the  sedge-warbler 
resents  your  intrusion  in  a  medley  of  quaint  notes' 
as  you  push  through  the  green  reed  cover.  ' 

It  is  a  merry  brook,  that  hurries  on  its  way  to 
join  forces  with  the  deep,  pilacid  river  beyond  the 
distant  woods,  and  its  finny  iohabitants  are  by  no 
means  famous  for  their  great  weight,  but  at  all 


events  they  hold  their  own  in  gameness  and  fight- 
ing powers,  and  are  not  to  be  despised,  especially 
if  you  are  fortunate  enough  to  land  one  of  the  few 
rare  pounders  that  lurk  in  a  certain  bush -covered 
pool. 

The  oft-quoted  lines — 

"  I  chatter,  chatter  as  I  flow 
To  join  the  brimming  river," 
most  certainly  apply  to  this  tinkling  stream— if 
you  might  be  pardoned  for  repeating  them.  Here 
it  runs  lightly  over  pebbly  shallows,  and  there  it 
inclines  with  circling  eddies  under  a  fine  old 
pollard,  to  make  another  curve  under  many 
bramble-bushes,  impenetrable  by  the  angler,  and  a 
perfectly  safe  retreat  for  the  trout— here  delving 
a  rich  red  bank  to  spread  out  once  again  on  the 
gravelly  shallows. 

On  the  daisy- starred  bank  by  the  brookside  you 
stand  equipped  with  your  nine-foot  greenheart 
fly-rod,  and  to  your  cast  attach  a  Blue  Dun  and  a 
brilliant  scarlet  hackle  with  gold-twist— for  these 
brook-trout  are  most  fastidious  at  times,  and  require 
something  very  tempting  before  they  will  con- 
descend to  look  at  your  bait. 

It  is  on-ly  here  and  there  that  it  is  at  all  possible 
to  Use  the  fly,  and  these  open  spaces  must  be 
reached  by  much  stalking  and  crouching,  otherwise 
all  your  striving  will  be  in  vain,  and  all  you  will 
get  IS  a  glimpse  of  a  dark  shadow  passing  imder  the 
opposite  bank. 

The  desired  spot  being  reached  — a  trailing 
bramble  covered  thickly  with  pink  and  white  gipsy 
roses— you  drop  your  first  cast  in  a  rather  indifferent 
sort  of  way  in  the  corner  of  the  pool,  and  watch 
the  result.  Your  flies  settle  in  the  swirl  and  drift 
over  the  shallow  at  the  pool's  tail,  and  one  is 
snapped  up  by  a  precocious  youngster,  a  fingerling 
of  some  3oz.,  and  carefully  put  back  to  gain  weight 
and  wisdom. 

The  brook  apparently  holds  many  of  these,  as 
during  the  next  hour  or  so  you  get  nothing  but 
two  or  three  about  four  inches  in  length.  A  deep 
pool  next  receives  your  attention,  and  here  better 
luck  awaits  you,  and  after  a  few  moments'  delicate 
handling,  have  the  satisfaction  of  placing  a  pretty 
half-pounder  among  the  buttercups  and  daisies  at 
your  feet. 

Another  long  wait  follows,  during  which  time 
the  sun  gains  in  power,  and  the  very  earth  per- 
spires. Presently  another  fish  is  hooked  and 
brought  to  bank— another  half-pounder.  Shortly 
after  a  good  one  is  lost,  having  in  some  unac- 
countable way  transferred  the  hook  to  a  sunken 
branch,  which  results  in  the  loss  of  your  flies  as 
well  as  the  fish. 

Under  the  verdant  arches  of  the  tangled  wild- 
wood  it  is  comparatively  cool,  and  here  you  fish 
during  the  hottest  part  of  the  day.  Here,  under 
the  overhanging  trees,  with  banks  covered  thickly 
With  entwining  thorns,  you  are  enabled  to  pick  up 
a  few  small  trout,  most  of  which  you  return.  The 
approach  to  the  water  is  so  difficult  that  it  is  only 
due  to  your  untiring  efforts  that  you  get  these,  and 
by  substituting  a  small  red  worm  for  your  flies. 
You  can  see  many  trout  cruising  about  under  the 
bushes,  but  being  quite  unapproachable  you  re- 
luctantly turn  your  back  on  the  shady  wood  and 
make  for  a  farmhouse  near,  where  j'ou  obtain  a 
light  lunch. 

Afterwards,  a  walk  of  a  mile  or  so  brings  you  to 
a  more  open  part  of  the  brook.  There  is  an  old 
disused  mill,  ivy-covered  and  tumble-down,  the 
haunt  of  owls  and  bats,  who  exist  unmolested 
amongst  its  dusty  beams  and  cobwebs. 

The  mill-pound  is  somewhat  silted  up,  and  now 
only  a  mere  trickle  filters  over  the  remains  of  the 
weir,  forming  a  rather  stagnant  pool  below,  fairly 
clear  except  for  a  few  weeds  and  a  partly  sub- 
merged fallen  tree.  The  pond  being  overgrown 
with  unhealthy-looking  weeds  is  immediately 
dismissed  from  your  mind;  there  only  remains 
the  pool  to  be  tried.  You  climb  the  crumbling 
wall  and  pass  through  what  was  once  a  garden, 
a  few  stunted  fruit  trees  still  remaining.  A  rustle 
behind  the  currant  bushes,  and  with  a  sudden  start 
you  find  yourself  confronted  by  a  v  eritable  Weary 
Willie.  A  leering  face  peers  rudely  into  yours,  and 
with  a  shuffle  he  puts  forth  an  outstretched  hand  : 
"  Give  us  a  copper,  mister  ?  "  he  croaks  in  a  whining 
tone,  but  with  something  of  a  veiled  threat  in  it. 
You  hesitate  about  giving  him  the  butt-end  of 
your  fishing  rod,  but  being  a  follower  of  Izaak, 
and  therefore  a  man  of  peace,  you  reluctantly 
hand  over  the  "price  of  a  pint"  with  mute 
regrets,  and  the  old  villain  departs  with  a  grin. 
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Ciepping  cautiously  behind  the  tangle  of  briar  at 
the  Wiiter's  eiige,  you  quickly  discern  a  good  fish 
rising  with  a  barelj-  imperceptible  breaking  of  the 
surface.  You  gauge  the  distance  well,  the  fly 
drops  like  thistledowTi.  Good  shot !  it  falls  within 
an  inch  or  so  of  the  trout — and  he  takes  it.  A 
heavy  plunge  follows,  the  reel  whirs,  and  with  a 
headlong  rush  your  fish  makes  for  the  shelter  of 
the  fallen  tree.  Delicate  handling  under  the  cir- 
cumstances is  needful.  You  succeed  in  turning 
him,  and,  after  a  little  patience,  an  excellent  trout 
is  lying  in  the  coarse  grass — a  dark,  burly  fish  of  a 
good  pound  in  weight. 

Presently  another  rise,  and  a  lean,  lanky  trout, 
which  ought  to  have  weighed  three-quarters  of  a 
pound  but  only  scaled  half  a  pound,  is  placed 
among  his  companions.  This  pool  yields  well,  two 
smaller  trout  coming  to  the  net,  and  another,  which 
got  away  imder  the  bank,  made  good  his  escape. 

Leaving  the  pool,  you  work  down  the  narrow 
backwater,  a  stream  not  more  than  a  yard  wide  in 
places,  but  with  a  good  pool  here  and  there — 
pools  of  amber-coloured  water. 

You  find  a  great  attraction  and  excitement  in 
dropping  your  fly  neatly  under  the  root-entwined 
bank.  Cunningly  placed,  it  tempts  out  a  veritable 
monster  for  the  size  of  the  stream.  You  have  to 
watch  that  bunch  of  tough-looking  rushes  and  that 
tangle  of  snags  and  driftage. 

Your  fish  plunges  into  the  amber  depths,  then, 
feeling  the  steel,  charges  straight  for  his  home 
under  the  willow-stump.  The  result  is  inevitable — 
you  cannot  play  a  21b.  trout  in  three  square  yards  of 
water  with  a  fine  cast,  and  you  ruefully  reflect  on 
these  mattei's  as  you  reel  in  your  broken  cast, 
leaving  your  fly  in  the  jaws  of  the  lustj'  trout.  This 
was  the  best  fish  of  the  day,  and  you  have  lost  it. 
Strange  I  how  you  always  miss  the  best  fish — in 
imagination. 

Here  is  a  deep  pool  beneath  the  blackthorns  and 
alders  ;  the  setting  sun,  flashing  in  golden  radiance 
under  the  edge  of  a  bank  of  storm-clouds,  tints  in 
silvery  sheen  that  portion  of  the  pool  where  it 
pierces  the  overhanging  foliage. 

In  this  pool  you  hook  a  trovit.  Here  and  there 
it  dashes,  it  flings  itself  out  of  the  water  and 
plunges  into  the  depths,  and  tries  every  device  its 
cunning  can  suggest  to  shake  off  the  something 
that  holds  so  firmly,  but  it  is  all  in  vain.  A  strong 
hand  parts  the  bushes,  the  net  is  held  ready, 
and  his  lordship  is  ignominiously  lifted  out  of  his 
element,  and  lies  with  gasping  gills  shimmering  in 
the  sunlight — a  beauty  of  some  i'lb. 

At  the  foot  of  a  clump  of  tall  foxgloves  you  turn 
out  3'our  basket.  You  count  the  contents — one  a 
good  pounder,  two  half-pounders,  one  of  three- 
quarters  of  a  pound,  and  four  of  six  ounces  or 
thereabouts.  Four  brace  of  brook-trout,  not  at  all 
a  remarkable  take,  but  taking  into  consideration 
the  size  of  the  stream — the  usual  brook  you  will 
see  anywhere  in  the  Midlands — and  the  natural 
difficulties  appertaining  to  it,  you  admit  that  you 
have  no  cause  for  grumbling,  and  so  tramp  home 
in  high  spirits,  with  the  circling  and  eddying  rooks 
overhead  and  the  music  of  the  brook  growing 
fainter  in  the  rear.  And  you  are  quite  satisfied. 
If  you  have  not  many  trout  in  your  creel,  and  it 
sits  lightly  upon  you,  you  have  had  an  enjoyable 
day  in  the  country — and  there  are  other  days  when 
your  basket  may  be  filled  to  overflowing. 

Ere  long  you  will  return  to  the  river,  and  the 
meadows,  and  the  prattling  of  the  weir. 

A.  Sharp. 


Pike's  Voracity. 

"  John  Porter  asked  me  to  try  for  a  pike  near 
his  cottage,  which  he  said  had  devoured  some  of 
Mary's  ducklings  when  they  came  into  the  water. 
The  voracity  of  the  pike  is  enormous.  I  had  a 
d«ad  pike  sent  me,  weighing  about  71b.,  which  was 
killed  by  endeavouring  to  swallow  another  of  about 
51b.  They  were  both  found  on  the  bank  of  a  pond, 
the  head  of  a  smaller  pike  being  in  the  throat  of  the 
other.  A  pike  very  recently  took  a  bait  and  was 
killed,  and  the  tail  of  a  rat  was  found  projecting 
from  its  mouth." — See  our  "Notes  on  Popular 
Zoology"  {Jesse's  Angler). 

A  pike  of  extraordinary  size  was  lately  dis- 
covered dead  and  floating  in  the  great  pond  at  the 
front  of  Kelvedon  Hall,  Essex,  the  residence  of 
Honry  Bonham,  Esq.  ;  it  measured  44in.  and 
weighed  291b.  ;  the  jawa,  when  opened,  expanded 
7in.,  and  the  teeth  werejfin.  long  ;  it  appeared  to 
be  a  female  fish,  was  very  full  of  spawn,  and  there 
was  no  apparent  cause  for  its  death. — Sports  Maga- 
zine, June,»1816, 
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ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. —  General  Remarks.  —  Thames  trout 
fishers  have  been  lia\  ing  a  very  bad  time  of  it, 
which  is  realh'  not  what  they  deserve,  for  the  re- 
stocking work  which  has  been  done  during  the  past 
few  years  has  been,  so  far  as  trout  are  concerned, 
much  in  advance  of  what  people  considered 
necessary.  Enthusiastic  trout  fishers  on  a  large 
river  like  the  Thames  have  advanced  different 
theories  in  regard  to  the  usefulness  of  restocking 
work.  Some  contend  that  it  is  absolutely  waste 
of  time  and  money  putting  fish  into  the  water 
under  the  average  two-year-old  size.  Others  believe 
in  putting  in  numerous  small  fry.  One  person  in 
the  latter  category,  I  remember,  resided  at  Staines. 
Unfortunately,  for  the  moment,  I  forget  his  name, 
but  I  saw  his  hatcheries  and  heard  Hone's  opinion 
of  them.  In  a  stable  he  had  erected  these  hatcheries, 
and  turned  some  hundreds  of  thousands  of  small 
fry  into  the  river.  He  believed  that  was  the 
correct  method.  I  notice  that  "  John  Bicker- 
dyke "  is  of  opinion  that  owing  to  the  incieased 
trafKc  on  the  river  the  chances  of  trout  spawn 
vivifying,  even  if  Thames  trout  do  now  really 
deposit  their  spawn,  is  of  so  remote  a  character 
that  artificial  methods  must  be  resorted  to  in  order 
to  keep  up  the  supply  of  fish  to  yield  sport  to  the 
increasing  number  of  anglers.  I  quite  support  this 
contention,  and  am  pleased  to  notice  an  increafed 
activity  amongst  a  few  societies  to  keep  up  the 
head  of  trout.  The  demand  for  coarse  fish  has  always 
been  a  predominant  feature,  which  has  rather  over- 
shadowed that  of  the  trout,  but  those  who  use  the 
rod  on  the  river  frequently  are,  I  am  pleased  to  see, 
trying  their  utmost  to  increase  the  number  of  trout, 
which  thrive  exceptionally  well  and  grow  to  a  large 
size  and  afford  good  sport.  Every  effort,  therefore, 
should  be  made  to  uphold  the  head  of  trout  in  the 
river.  At  present  the  river  is  high  and  coloured,  on 
account  of  the  heavy  rain,  and  there  is  very  little 
chance  of  a  trout.  Before  the  bad  weather  set  in, 
Mr.  Charles  Wheeley  caught  a  trout  of  31b.  4oz.  at 
Shepperton  Weir,  and  Mr.  Maurice  caught  a  trout 
of  61b.  2oz.  in  the  back  weir  at  Molesey,  which  is 
the  best  trout  that  has  been  had  in  this  picturesque 
backwater  for  many  years. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — On  Wednesday  night  the 
river  was  in  very  heavy  flood,  and  water  all  over 
the  place.  There  can  be  no  trout  fishing  for  at 
least  ten  days,  and  this  only  if  there  is  no  more  rain. 

—  Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Twickenham). — The  water  in  this 
reach  is  pouring  down  like  a  milh-ace,  and  at  the 
moment  is  standing  5  ft.  above  summer  level  It 
started  to  rise  on  April  26,  and  made  4  in.  in  three 
hours.  It  has  been  steadily  rising  each  hour 
since  The  country  in  the  Thames  Valley  in  the 
higher  reaches  is  under  water,  and  trout-fishing 
is  out  of  the  question  ;  if  weather  should  improve  it 
will  take  nearly  a  week  to  get  to  normal.  After_a 
few  hours'  sun  to  day  I  saw  a  fiuantity  of  fly. — 
R.  Hancock. 

Darenth  (Parning-ham,  Shoreham,  etc.). — 
Trout  are  getting  into  condition  now,  and  the 
smal'er  fish  are  feeding  freely.  I  have  had  to 
return  a  number,  and  have  only  kept  one.  A  big 
fish  carri  d  away  my  Quill  Gnat  the  other  day,  and 
many  good  ones  rose  short  and  were  only  scratched. 
There  has  been  a  very  small  fly  on  the  water, 
impossible  to  imitate,  and  the  trout  rose  most 
voraciously  at  it,  and  only  snapped  at  the  artificial 
occasionally.  I  tried  many  different  patterns,  and 
generolly  in  vain.  The  Quill  Gnats  were  the  only 
flies  of  any  use  at  all.  After  the  heavy  rain  sport 
ought  to  be  much  easier  provided  the  river  does 
not  get  thick,  and  this  seldom  happf  ns.  If  there  is 
much  colour  in  it,  I  advise  trying  a  Soldier  Palmer, 
which  is  sometimes  very  successful  in  thick  water. 

—  J.  P.  Taylor. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — Angling  has  not 
been  particularly  good  this  past  week,  owing  to  so 
much  snow  water  coming  down  from  the  m-^or.  On 
Tuesday  the  river  was  in  flood  and  much  coloured, 
but  a  spefl  of  fine  weather  should  improve  sport.  A 
I21b.  salmon  has  been  caught  at  Staverton  by  Mr. 
Moreton,  and  several  brace  of  trout  have  been  ob- 
tained by  Messrs.  Revell,  Salisbury,  E.  Distiriyand 
H.  T.  Distin.  Mr.  Charles  Barran,  J.P.,  of  Berry 
House,  has  had  the  honour  of  being  elected  chairman 
of  the  Dart  Board  of  Conservators,  vice  the  Hon. 
Richard  Dawson,  of  Holme,  resigned.  Regarding  the 
recent  complaint  of  the  Harbourne  being  polluted, 
analysis  has  been  made  which  shows  that  nothing  to 
harm  fish  life  has  been  discovered.  The  fishermen's 
representative  members  have  been  chosen,  and  are 
Messrs.  J.  J.  Baker,  M.  Adams,  and  J.  Collins,  and 
Mr.   Oxley   Durant   Parker  has  been  chosen  to 


represent  the  Board  on  the  Devon  Sea  Fisheries 
Committee.  The  Board  have,  at  the  instance  of  the 
chairman,  decided  to  spend  £25  with  the  lesse  es  of  the 
Hempston  Net  Fi  hery  to  put  a  quantity  of  fresh-run 
salmon  o\-er  the  weir,  the  price  of  the  fish  to  be 
Billingsgate  quotation,  less  50  per  cent.  We  are 
glad  that  this  arrangement  has  at  last  been  made. 
The  Board  were  unwise  in  not  taking  similar  action 
last  year,  and  we  have  several  times  advocated  it 
this  year.  As  it  stands  the  Fishery  will  pay  half  the 
cost,  as  the  fish  are  to  be  practically  sol^  at  fifty 
per  cent,  off,  and  the  Fishery  Board  pay  the  other 
half,  which  is  an  eminently  satisfactory  arrangement 
for  both  the  Board  and  the  Association.  The  course 
that  has  been  adopted  has  been  persistently  advo- 
cated by  Mr.  Field,  chief  inspector  of  fisheries,  and 
also  by  Mr.  Caldwell  in  his  book,  "  The  Life  of 
the  Salmon."  It  is  estimated  that  at  least  fifty  fish 
will  be  put  into  higher  waters.  Another  satisfactory 
note  has  been  struck  by  the  Board,  who  have  also 
decided  to  spend  £50  in  restocking  the  stream  with 
trout,  and  it  is  considered  that  this  cost  will  be  met 
out  of  income.  The  Board  are  now  alive  in  looking 
after  the  interests  of  the  river,  and  when  the  experi- 
mental ponds  at  New  Bridge  are  in  full  swing, 
greatly  improved  sport  may  follow. — Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle). —  Poor  angling!  What  else 
could  one  expect  with  blizzards  of  snew  and  20  deg. 
of  frost  ?  It  has  been  a  terrible  fortnight,  all  the 
rivers  full  of  snow  broth  and  creeping  a  few  inches 
every  day.  No  respectable  salmon  or  trout  would  put 
his  nose  out  of  the  water.  There  will  not  be  much 
change  for  the  better  till  we  get  a  good  warm  rain 
from  the  west.  Curiously  enough,  there  is  a  nice 
little  run  of  early  sea-trout  coming  up  from  the 
Solway,  but  salmon  are  conspicuous  by  their 
abience.  The  accounts  from  most  of  the  northern 
rivers  is  the  same.  The  puzzle  is,  what  has 
become  of  them  ?  Most  of  the  fish  we  have  had  have 
been  large,  averaging  about  161b.,  as  if  they  had 
missed  their  way  for  a  year  and  remained  in  the 
sea.  I  hear  the  bailiffs  have  had  some  good  hauls  of 
dace  which  are  now  busy  spawning.  The  chub  will 
get  a  taste  of  "  hemp "  when  they  get  into  the 
streams. — Silver  Grey. 

Elan  Reservoirs.  —  Further  holiday  reports, 
together  with  reports  of  recent  catches,  show  that 
136  trout,  scaling  741b.  9|oz.,  have  been  taken. 
Fifty-two  (291b.  12Joz.  )were  taken  in  Cabancoch, 
twenty -two  (151b.  \2\oz.)  in  Garregddu,  nine 
(61b.  lOoz.)  in  Pengarreg,  and  fifty-three 
(221b.  7oz.)  in  Graiggoch.  Mr.  J.  W.  Stratten 
had  the  best  catch.  Fishing  in  Cabancoch, 
Pengarreg,  and  Graiggoch  he  took  fifty-five, 
scaling  291b.  6oz.  Professor  Adrian  J.  Brown,  of 
Northfield,  Birmingham,  fishing  the  same  water,  had 
twenty-nine  (151b.  lloz).  Mr.  R.  H.  Edwards,  of 
1 68,  Hayley  Road,  Edgbaston,  also  had  a  very  nice 
catch,  ten  weighing  71b.  loz.  Several  of  this 
gentleman's  catch  scaled  12oz.  each,  and  he  had 
one  of  1  lb.  weight.  The  largest  fish  was  one  of  1  lb. 
2oz.  taken  in  Penganey. — W.  B.  H. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  severe  cold 
winds  and  the  melting  snow  from  the  hills  on  the 
upper  portions  of  the  Exe  and  its  tributaries  have 
stopped  the  success  of  all  kinds  of  f  shing,  the  all- 
round  angling  as  well  as  the  net  fishing  having  been  up 
to  the  present  most  indifferent.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
Dart  Salmon  Fishery  Board,  held  at  Totnes  recently, 
Mr.  C.  Barratt  was  appointed  chairman  and  Major 
R.  C.  Tucker  vice-chairman,  Messrs.  J.  J.  Baker, 
M.  Adams,  and  J.  Collins  being  elected  as  repre- 
sentative members,  and  Mr.  Oxley  Durant  Parker 
was  appointed  by  the  board  to  represent  them  on 
the  Devon  Sea  Fisheries  Committee.  It  was  also 
agreed  that  a  maximum  of  £50  be  spent  in  restock- 
ing the  river  with  trout,  and  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  obtain  estimates  and  report  thereon. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  Exe  Board  of  Con- 
servators was  held  last  week  at  the  Castle  of  Exeter. 
Messrs.  T.  C.  Daniels  and  A.  S.  Perkins  were 
re-elected  chairman  and  vice-chairman  respectively. 
The  Watch  Committee  reported  having  considered 
the  petition  from  the  seine  net  fishermen  of 
Topsham  and  Lympstone  that  the  fishing  in  the 
estuary  should  commence  on  Feb.  1  and  close  on 
July  31,  and  Mr.  Ross'  suggestion  that  the  season 
for  rod  and  line  salmon  fishing  should  open  on 
Feb.  10  and  close  on  Oct.  1.  The  committee  could 
not  recommend  any  alteration  now  in  existing 
regulations,  but  suggested  the  matter  should  be 
reconsidered  two  years  hence.  It  was  decided  that 
owing  to  the  small  attendance  the  board  should 
consider  the  report  on  May  22. — Red  Palmer. 

Iiake  Vyrnwy. — Although  atmospheric  condi- 
tions have  been  anything  but  favourable  to  fishing 
in  general  during  the  past  week,  yet  these  waters 
have  produced  the  best  sport  of  the  season  so  far. 
The  most  successful  anglers  have  been : — Mr. 
Malpass  with  fourteen,  sixteen,  and  twenty-three ; 
Mr.  Watson,  a  fine  basket  of  twenty-five  on  April  23  ; 
Mr.  Beacall,  twelve,  fourteen,  fifteen,  and  twenty- 
one  ;  Messrs.  Crowther  and  Bourke  made  a  splendid 
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catch  in  the  middle  of  the  lake  on  Monday  of  twenty- 
each  ;  Dr.  Rutherford  and  Messrs.  Cheshire,  Mellor 
and  Berrey,  Latham  and  Haughton  have  all  reached 
double  figures  ;  while  Messrs.  Hart  and  Elliot  have 
also  brought  in  some  very  pretty  fish.  The  trout 
are  in  excelle;it  condition,  ranging  in  weight  from 
Uh.  to  lib.  each.  Flies:  Black  and  Teal.  February 
Red,  March  Brown.  We  are  now  (April  28)  having 
a  steady  day's  rain,  and  during  the  month  of  May 
sport  here  ought  to  be  at  its  best. — Long  Drift. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — By  the  time  this  appears 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  Lea  anglers  will  have  wetted 
their  first  trout  line  of  the  season,  which  begins  on 
May  L  Fishing  also  opens  then  on  the  Rib,  Beane, 
Mimram,  and  Ash,  which,  however,  are  mostly  in 
private  or  club  hands.  The  rivers  have  been  hold- 
ing snow  and  flood  water,  but  providing  to-day's 
(April  29)  fine  weather  continues,  they  should  be  in 
fair  order  by  the  week-end. — Izaak  Walton, 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — The  weather 
has  been  so  bad  that  anglers  would  not  venture  out. 
Heavy  rain  fell  on  Monday,  and  the  prospects  for 
angling  are  not  rosy,  unless  we  get  a  change  in  the 
weather. — Gwynne. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — For  the  past  week 
fly-fishing  may  be  said  to  have  been  down  to  zero. 
Anything  worse  than  the  weather  conditions  has 
never  been  known  in  these  parts.  A  bitter  north 
wind  has  been  tearing  down  stream  with  the  fury 
of  a  gale,  and  at  the  end  of  last  week  snow  blizzards 
accompanied  it.  Five  reasonably  good  rods  were  on 
the  preserved  water  on  April  25,  and  not  a  sizeable 
fish  was  taken  between  them  ! — Heron. 

Plymouth.— The  rivers  are  not  in  very  good  con- 
dition, there  is  a  lot  of  snow  on  the  moors,  and  the 
mild  weather  to-day  (April  28)  will  bring  a  lot  of 
water  down.  Some  nice  fish  have  been  taken  from 
the  Walkham  by  a  temporary  resident  on  the  water, 
and  also  some  on  the  Tavy  by  ditto. — William 
Heabdeb. 

Sussex    Kivers    and    Chicliester  Canal.— 

Enthusiasts  we  may  be  with  our  angling  crank  as 
the  lady  of  the  household  terms  it,  but  it  must  have 
been  a  "cranky  crank"  to  venture  forth  Jduring 
the  past  week's  visitation  of  snow,  frost,  and  rain. 
The  snow-broth  and  swollen  rivers  portend  flooded 
districts,  and  it  will  be  some  days  before  we  can 
hope  for  our  customary  excursions  to  the  water 
side.  At  present  as  I  write  the  weather  is  mild 
with  frequent  showers,  and  we  must  us©  the 
proverbial  angler's  patience,  hoping  for  sport  in  the 
near  future. — George  F.  Salteh. 

Taw  (IT.  Devon). — This  river  on  Tuesday  was 
unfishable,  and  disappointed  many  who,  finding  it 
rather  more  like  spring,  wanted  to  fish.  During  the 
past  week  no  fishing  worth  mentioning,  snow,  hail, 
and  east  and  north  winds  preventing  many  going 
out.  The  catches  were  a  brace,  and  in  some 
instances  half  a  brace.  The  flies  most  taking  were 
March  Brown,  Middle  Blue,  and  Pheasant  Tail. 
Salmon  fishing  at  a  standstill. — Rusty  Game. 

Teify  (Llandyssil). — At  the  time  of  writing  the 
Teify  is  in  flood,  and  salmon  and  trout  anglers  aie 
waiting  for  the  fining  down  (which  will  be  about 
Thursday),  when  good  sport  will  undoubtedly  be 
obtained.  Several  nice  baskets  of  trout  have  been 
taken  with  both  fly  and  worm  during  the  week,  but 
an  improvement  on  this  is  anticipated.  Local 
anglers  and  visitors  to  the  Forth  Hotel  ought  to 
have  record  baskets  this  week. — T.  G.  T. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  has 
been  running  in  fair  order  for  some  days,  but  the 
weather  has  been  very  bad,  and  angling  has  been 
quiet.  If  fine  weather  sets  in  there  is  a  prospect  of 
good  sport  by  the  end  of  the  week.  An  angler  on 
Monday  landed  a  nice  trout  and  a  grayling  of 
fib.  near  New  Bridge. — S.  Ludlow. 

Test,  etc. — Since  my  last  report  there  has  been 
deep  snow  and  wintry  weather.  Those  anglers  who 
came  down  to  fish  have  gone  away  without  fishing. 
The  river  is  over  its  banks  in  places,  and  disturbed 
with  weeds  and  dihris  coming  down.  Fish  have 
not  been  rising  well.  To-day  (Wednesday)  weather 
very  warm  and  sunny  ;  about  11.30  a  few  flies 
appeared,  but  it  was  difficult  to  find  rising  fish.  One 
rod  caught  a  brace  with  Iron  Blue  Dun  after  trying 
Hare's  Ear  and  Olive  Dun  ;  one  of  these  fish  weighed 
2Jlb.,  and  was  in  very  good  condition  for  the  time  of 
year. — Olive  Dun. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — Weather  still  cold,  with  a  great  scarcity 
of  fly.  Sport  is  only  tame — no  life  in  it ;  some 
Small  takes  of  trout  are  reported  from  Reedewater. 
One  angler  fishing  a  tributary  of  the  Tyne 
killed  fourteen  brace  of  good  trout  with  March  Brown, 
No.  1  hook  ;  wings,  ruddy  feather  from  partridge  tail : 
legs,  partridge  breast  feather ;  body,  rough  reddy 
brown.  The  Coquet  is  fishing  poorly,  a  few  ta'ies 
of  trout  are  reported  with  worm  and  spinning  min- 
now. The  weather  conditions  during  the  past  week 
have  been  anything  but  promising,  with  keen  frosts 
and  north-east  winds  blowing.  Let  us  hope  for  an 
improvement. — Henby  A.  Mubton. 


Usk  (Usk). — In  consequence  of  the  extremely 
cold  weather  prevailing  last  week,  very  few  salmon 
anglers  ventured  out,  and  no  successe.s  are  reported 
this  week.  There  was  exceptionally  heavy  rain  on 
April  27  and  28,  and  at  thj  time  of  writinji 
the  river  is  rising.  Trout  record: — April  22:  Mr. 
Lavin,  three  (weighing  2;^lb.)  ;  Mr.  Goodwyn,  nine. 
April  23  :  Mr.  Lavin,  eight ;  Mr.  Goodwyn,  three. 
April  24  :  Mr.  L.  R.  Lucas,  six.  Fishing  in  the  Wye, 
near  Lydbrook,  on  April  27,  Mr.  R.  St.  John 
Beasley,  of  the  Lawns,  L'sk,  killed  a  salmon  17ilb. 
in  weight. — T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  The 
above  rivers  have  been  in  order  for  angling,  either 
fly  or  bottom  fishing.  But  the  weather  up  to  and 
including  April  25  was  very  unfavourable.  Snow 
fell  to  the  depth  of  5in.  or  Gin.  on  this  date. 
Very  few  fishermen  out,  those  who  have  fished 
the  Wye  obtaining  baskets  of  two  and  three 
brace.  Also  those  gentlemen  who  have  fished 
the  higher  reaches  of  the  Derwent,  Hathersage, 
and  Chatsworth  fisheries  have  had  nice  little 
catches  of  trout.  The  Darleydale  Club  water 
afforded  a  few  nice  trout,  members  of  this 
club  taking  two  to  four  brace.  On  the  Mat- 
lock and  Cromfords  Angling  Association's 
water,  Mr.  C.  Newbold,  fishing  on  the  Lover's 
Walk?  at  Matlock  Bath,  landed  a  trout  weighing 
31b.  14oz.,  and  nearly  20in.  in  length.  If  it  ha  l 
been  in  good  condition  it  would  have  been  over 
5lb.  This  gentleman  fished  the  same  water  along 
with  Mr.  Geo.  Brooker,  each  taking  one  trout,  both 
fish  'weighing  IJlb.,  taken  with  dock  grub,  on 
April  24.  Tha  prospect  is  very  much  better 
as  we  had  a  nice  rain  on  April  28,  and  the  weather 
is  much  warmer ;  fish  are  rising  well  now.  Useful 
flies — Hare's  Ear,  Blue  Dun,  March  Brown,  Olive 
Dun,  Sand  Fly,  Buzz  Red,  and  Claret  Bumble. — 
Dottebel. 

Wye  (Upper). — This  district  in  common  with 
other  parts  of  the  country  experienced  the  wintry 
weather  which  prevailed  during  the  latter  part  of 
la3t  week  ;  quite  a  foot  of  snow  fell,  and  fifteen 
degrees  of  frost  were  registered.  Angling  was  out 
of  the  question.  The  torrential  rains  of  Monday 
and  Tuesday  have,  however,  effected  a  transforma- 
tion. The  snow  has  cleared,  the]  river  is  bank  high, 
and  with  a  south  wind,  prospects  have  improved 
very  considerably. — W.  B.  H. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Torks). — We  are  on  the  eve  of  the  merry 
month,  but  the  weather  is  far  from  Maylike  yet,  for 
there  is  a  lot  of  snow  on  the  hills,  and  the  east 
wind  is  bitterly  cold.  The  rivers,  too,  have  a 
foot  or  more  of  snow  water  in  ^them,  and  the 
rise  of  fly  is  consequently  of  "  a  very  tran- 
sient character,  consisting  of  the  smill  Needle 
Brown,  Blue  and  Iron  Blue  Duns.  The  great  Brown 
is  conspicuous  by  its  absence,  although  the  arti'icial 
with  tinsel  body  tempts  a  brace  or  two  of  fish.  In 
the  waters  where  there  are  coarse  fi  h,  anglers  raise 
far  more  dace  and  grayling  than  anything.  Roth  are 
hungry  prior  to  spawning,  and  feed  ravenous' y. 
The  best  dish  of  trout  I  have  heard  of  in  the  Yore 
was  one  of  eleven  at  Wensley  on  Monday,  and 
other  anglers  I  have  come  across  have  had  only 
moderate  sport.  In  Wharfedale  and  Nidderdale  the 
winterly  weather  keeps  up,  and  all  vegetation  is 
still  backward.  In  the  upper  waters  of  the  Wharfe 
a  few  anglers  have  been  out,  but  sport  has  not 
at  all  been  good.  On  the  Leeds  Amalgamation 
waters  a  few  rods  have  been  out,  but  only  a 
brace  or  two  has  been  got.  In  the  lower  districts 
at  Tadcaster  and  UUeskelf  a  few  rods  ha\  e  been 
in  search  of  flounders,  sport  being  only  moderate  ; 
there  wi'l  be  no  improvement  in  sport  until  there  is 
decisive  change  in  the  atmosphere,  and  when  that  is 
to  be  one  cannot  predict,  as  it  is  very  changeable  in 
very  short  time.  Best  flies  are  March  Brown,  Snipe 
Bloa,  Waterhen  Bloa,  and  Snipe  and  Purple.  Rain 
fell  on  April  28,  which  has  washed  all  the  snow  away, 
and  rivers  are  now  clearing,  and  should  be  in  good 
trim  for  the  week-end.  — John  E.  Milleb. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Beauly  and  Conon. — The  lessees  of  the  Home 
and  Falls  Beats  scarcely  left  their  head  luarters  in 
the  Lovat  Arms  Hotel,  so  unpropitious  were  the  cir- 
cumstances. No  fish  were  creeled  on  these  waters 
The  tidal  waters  yielded  some  sea-trout,  the  Moniack 
Castle  rod,  which  has  been  very  successful  so  fur, 
creeling  twenty-six  nice  fresh  run  sea-trout.  The 
river  is  now  very  low.  Conon. — The  Conon  was 
much  too  low  for  successful  angling,  while  the 
weather  was  bitterly  cold.  As  a  consequence  f  e 
results  obtained  were  poor.  Fishing;  the  lowor 
reaches,  three  nice  salmon  and  i.bout  a  dozen  fiesh- 
run  sea-trout  were  had.  Anglers  privileged  to  fish 
for  sea-trout  in  the  tidal  pools  below  the  Stone 
Bridge  met  with  fair  success. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Good  sport  is  being 
had  in  the  Liddle  with  yellow  trout,  which  are  now 
plentiful  and  improving  in  condition  daily.  Fishing 


between  Newcastleton  and  Kershopefoot  Messrs. 
Smith  and  Loaburn,  Sunderland,  had  each  a  couple 
of  dozen,  and  Messrs.  Raller  and  Phillipson, 
Ne.vcnstle-on-Tyne,  basketed  three  dozen  each  of 
go-id  quality,  and  in  the  middle  reaches  of  the 
Esk  Captain  Catley,  of  Leeds,  has  been  liaving  over 
a  dozen  daily,  many  of  them  over  half  a  pound 
each.  The  prevailing  wintry  weather  has  not  been 
conducive  to  sea-trout  migration.  A  few  hauls  of 
trout  of  good  weight  have  been  got  in  the  Solway 
Firlh,  but  salmon  are  somewhat  scarce  as  yet.  The 
poke-nets  and  haaf-nets  have  done  little  in  the  Firth 
up  to  the  present.  A  great  season  for  sea-trout  is 
anticipated,  as  most  of  those  taken  have  b<;en  of 
good  size,  and  much  heavier  than  the  trout  of  last 
year.  It  is  encouraging  to  know  that  the  season 
for  sea-trout,  although  late,  is  promising.  Rain  is 
badly  wanted.  A  few  yellow  trout  have  been 
caught  in  tho  Canonbie  water  of  the  Es':,  below 
the  Glebelands.  Fishing  in  L'ppcr  Liddle  Mr. 
Strother,  Sunderland,  basketed  three  dozen  yellow 
trout  in  two  daj'S,  and  Mr.  Brown,  of  the  same 
town,  had  two  dozen  at  a  Hshing.  A  few  baskets 
of  yellow  trout  have  been  got  in  Lower  Liddle  by 
local  anglers.  Salmon  fishing  in  both  rivers  i-i 
almost  at  a  standstill. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.). — The 
past  week  was  abnormally  stormy — north-easterly 
gales,  heavy  snow,  fifteen  degrees  of  frost,  and  ice 
an  inch  thick.  Sport  could  not  be  expected  under 
such  conditions.  On  April  22,  Mr.  Rawlinson 
(London)  landed  a  salmon  weighing  91b.  on  Inver- 
charron  water  On  April  27,  Mr.  Blyth,  Balnagown 
Arms  Hotel,  landed  a  salmon  weighing  7ilb;  Mr. 
Robert  MacLeod  (Dunie),  on  Mr.  Rawlinson's  rod, 
landed  an  eight-pounder  on  Invercharron  water. 
On  April  27  and  28  the  weather  was  improving,  but 
still  exceedingly  cold. — B. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland  (Bonarbridge,  N.B.). — 
Owing  to  stormy  weather  sea-trout  angling  has 
yielded  but  poor  sport  of  late.  Tne  most  successful 
angler  on  the  e  tidal  waters  is  Mr.  Harvie,  Station 
Hotel,  Invershin.  The  net  fishers  are  also  having 
but  a  poor  time  of  it.  The  Balnagown  fishings  on 
the  Kyle  of  Sutherland,  the  Skibo  fishings  at  the 
head  of  the  I'ornoch  Firth,  the  In\-f  rcharron  fish- 
ings, and  the  Craggandubh  have  been  prosecuted 
with  poor  results.  From  all  the  fishings  combined 
it  is  esti  nated  that  only  5cwt.  of  salmon  had  been 
consigned  to  the  southern  markets  in  the  course  of 
the  week.  The  memorable  storm  of  last  week  is 
now  (Tuesday)  subsiding. — B. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross).  —  On  Wednesday, 
April  22,  the  Perth  Club  competed,  when  seventeen 
members  captured,  with  fly,  one  hundred  and 
thirty-seven  trout,  901b.  12oz.,  the  fir  t  prizewinner 
was  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  with  eighteen,  131b.  I3oz. 
The  first  awards  at  other  club  competitions  were: — 
Mr.  John  Mackay,  Edinburgh  Breadalbane  Club, 
fifteen,  81b.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  Geo.  Hunter,  Kelty  and 
Blairadam  Club,  eight,  8lb.  lOoz.  ;  Mr.  A.  Smith, 
Alloa  Club,  seven,  41b.  Ooz.  The  following  were 
among  the  catches  made  by  private  parties,  most  of 
the  fish  being  caught  with  fly: — Mr.  Riddell, 
London,  thirteen,  11  lb.,  and  thirtepn,  141b.;  Dr. 
Gemmell,  Preston,  seventeen,  141b.;  Messrs.  J.  find 
G.  Williamson,  Glasgow,  sixteen,  181b.  ;  Mr.  Riddell. 
London,  and  Mr.  Cameron,  Armadale,  seventeen, 
131b.;  Messrs.  Ros?  and  McCash,  South  Shields, 
seventeen,  111b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  J.  S.  Maclennan,  Edin- 
burgh, fourteen,  II  lb. ;  Mr.  Ballantyne,  Dundee, 
eleven,  101b.  ;  Messrs.  D.  Crawford  and  J.  R.  Nesbitt, 
Edinburgh,  sixteen,  121b.  8o/.  ;  Messrs.  G.  B.  I'lack 
and  J.  M.  Christie,  Tayport,  twenty-one,  201b.  ; 
Messrs.  Lawson  and  Thom,  Newport,  fourteen, 
131b.  8oz.  ;  Messrs.  Finlay  and  Thomas,  Edinburgh, 
fifteen,  12lb.  8oz.  ;  Messrs.  Middlemass  and  Hrown, 
Edinburgh,  twelve,  101b. — Robt.  B.  Laing. 

Loch  Ness  (Douglas  Hotel). — On  April  22  Mr. 
Cameron  landed  two  salmon  of  22lb.  and  191b.  and 
one  trout  of  1  lb.,  and  on  April  24  four  trout,  4ilb. 
On  April  27,  Mr.  J.  McDonald,  one  salmon,  191b. 
— R.  C. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— On  April  14,  Mr. 

A.  W.  Chippendale,  Tunbridge  Wells,  one  salmon, 
26lb.  On  April  23,  Mr.  A.  W.  Chippendale,  one, 
201b.  On  April  24,  Mr.  F.  Chippendale,  one,  l.jlb.  ; 
Mr.  A.  W.  Chippendale,  one,  191b. ;  Jlr.  H.  Haynes, 
Nottingham,  three,  141b.,  131b.,  and  181b.  On 
April  25,  Mr.  H.  Haynes,  one,  171b.  On  April  27, 
Mr.  A.  W.  Chippendale,  one,  131b. — H.  J.  Ivniuht. 

Lyon  (Fortingall  Hotel).— On  April  21,  Mr. 
E.  Grimwood-Mears,  London,  had  a  salmon  of  191b., 
and  on  April  22  he  had  another  of  2311b.  On 
April  23,  Miss  K.  Drummond,  Bridge  of  W  eir,  one 
salmon,  171b.  On  April  27,  D.  McNaughton,  fishing 
Sir  Donald  Currie's  rod,  one  salmon,  151b.  On 
April  22,  Mr.  C.  E.  Nicholl,  Bournemouth,  sis  trout, 
4ilb. — R.  Stewart. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).—  Very 
severe  weather  experienced  here — three  inches  of 
snow  and  hard  frost  with  easterly  winds.  River  so 
low  that  fish  cannot  cross  the  bar.     The  only  sport 
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since  last  reported  is  as  follows  : — On  April  17,  Mr. 
Ogilvio,  Rhefail  Lodge,  landed  one  salmon  on  beat 
No.  2.  On  April  IS,  Mr.  Ogilvie  caught  two  salmon 
on  beats  Nos.  2  and  3.  On  April  "20,  Mr.  Comb, 
Skelpick  Lodge,  landed  two  salmon  on  be^t  No.  1. 
On  April  21,  Mr.  R.  T.  Gill,  Syre  Lodge,  had  one 
salmon  on  beat  No.  1.  On  April  22,  Mr.  Ogilvie, 
Rhefail  Lodge,  landed  two  salmon  on  beats  Nos.  4 
and  5  ;  and  Mr.  R.  T.  Gill,  two  salmon  on  beats 
Nos.  1  and  2.— B. 

liTortli  of  Scotland. — Dee,  Don,  etc. — Little 
sport  agoing,  and  fewer  caring  to  try.  On  the 
Dinnet  waters  of  the  Glentana,  Mr.  J.  Barclay  had 
a  few  fish  scaling  from  71b.  to  201b.  On  the  Aboyne 
reaches,  on  Satvirday,  Mr.  Hardie  had  one  of  121b., 
Major  Piatt  one  of  15^1b  .  Mr.  C.  O.  Hall  four  of 
61b.,  71b.,  91b.,  and"  131b.,  Col.  Silem,  one  of 
61b.,  Mr.  Wilkinson  had  two  of  71b.  and  131b  , 
Mr.  Griffith  two  of  8Jlb.  and  201b.,  while  one  or  two 
others  were  creeled  during  the  past  fortnight,  and 
some  of  them  in  the  teeth  of  the  worst  of  the 
weather.  On  the  otlier  waters  little  or  nothing  has 
been  done.  Mis^  Riviire  had  one  or  two  on  the 
Park  section,  and  a  few  finnocic  have  been  got  on 
the  Culter  water.  On  the  tidal  and  Poldown,  John 
Cowe  had  some  two  or  three  sea-trout  on  April  25. 
Don.  —  On  the  Pitmedden  section,  Mr.  McKenzie 
finished  a  very  poor  month,  while  the  Grandholm 
water — the  very  pink  of  Don  trout  angling,  and 
held  by  the  Countess  of  Suffolk — has  been  tenantJess 
for  the  best  month  of  the  year.  Ythan. — On  the 
Ellon  Castle  water  the  lessee  had  a  grand  day  last 
week — creeling  some  301b.  of  sea-trout  in  the  teeth 
of  a  blizzard  This  is  peculiar  to  the  Ythan  at 
Ellon.  On  the  other  sections  good  baskets  are  got 
when  anything  like  decent  weather  prevails,  but 
there  is  so  little  of  that  previous  commodity  agoing 
that  anglers  are  in  deep  despair  of  seeing  anything 
like  the  fraction  of  a  season. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — Most  severe  frosts  for  this 
period  of  the  season  have  prevailed,  and  a  good 
deal  of  snow  has  also  fallen  since  last  week's  report. 
I'he  Annan  is  running  very  low  and  clear.  In  the 
Newbie  water,  belonging  to  Mr.  Mackenzie,  Mr. 
Robert  Graham  killed  on  April  25  a  couple  of  clean- 
run  sea-trout  weighing  from  IJlb.  to  IJlb.  each. 
He  also  lost  a  splendid  one,  and  had  a  few  yellow 
trout  besides  his  sea-trout.  Mr.  Gilbert  Tweedie 
had  a  few  yellow  trout  on  the  above  date  with  fly, 
as  also  had  Capt  Ewact.  In  the  Hoddom  Castle 
water,  the  keeper  Halliday  had  a  couple  of  sea- 
trout.  One  sea-trout  was  also  landed  in  the  Castle- 
milk  portion  with,  the  fly.  The  Dumfries  Nith 
AND  Tributaries. — The  Nith  is  running  exceedingly 
low  and  clear  for  this  period  of  the  season.  A  few 
odd  sea-trout  have  been  running.  In  the  lower 
Mid-Nithsdale  Association's  waters  local  anglers 
huve  had  a  few  yellow  trout.  The  Upper  Nithsdale 
Association's  portion  at  Sanquhar  yielded  a  few 
yellow  trout  last  week  to  local  rods.  The  Cluden 
AND  Cairn. — The  chief  tributaries  have  not  been 
fishing  so  well.  A  flood  is  desirable  now  to  bring 
the  pools  into  order.  On  April  25  Mr.  Joseph 
Patterson  fished  the  Cairn  and  had  eight  yellow 
trout,  and  Mr.  Hains,  on  April  24,  had  eighteen. 
The  Galloway  Rivers. — Sport  is  disappointing 
on  the  rivers  of  the  Stewartry.  The  Fleet  of  Gate"^ 
house  and  the  Dee  of  Kirkcudbright  remain  too 
low  and  clear.  A  few  small  baskets  of  yellow  trout 
have  been  taken  with  the  fly.  Trout  have  been 
caught  on  a  number  of  the  lochs  during  the  middle 
part  of  the  day.  The  Ayrshire  Rivers  and 
Lochs. — With  most  ungenial  angling  weather  few 
anglers  have  been  out  on  the  rivers  and  lochs.  On 
Loch  Doon,  on  April  25,  two  rods  had  fair  sport 
among  yellow  trout  with  fly. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Aberlour).— On  Aberlour  House  water  a 
fish  of  181b.  was  killed  on  April  25.  The  weather 
still  continues  stormy,  with  a  severe  spell  of  frost 
and  snow.    The  river  is  now  rising  slightly,  N.  L. 

Spey  (Morayshire).— The  weather  last  week  was 
in  many  respects  as  stormy  as  any  sinew  the  opening. 
On  Mr.  McCorquodale's  Tulchan  water  only  a  few 
salmon  were  killed,  but  several  are  reported  to  have 
been  the  largest  lie  has  yet  taken.  The  Countess 
of  Seafield's  fishermen  a'so  got  a  few  from  the 
Castle  Grant  waters.  On  the  Laggan  (Carron)  water 
(Colonel  Grant's)  Mr.  H.  Gumming,  fisherman,  killed 
two  salmon  of  5Jlb.  and  121b.,  and  on  the  Carron 
House  water,  on  April  20,  Mr.  Jarvey  Smith  had 
one  of  Sib.  From  the  Wester  Elchies  watar,  on 
April  20,  Mr.  Clutterbuck  landed  one  of  5|lb.,  on 
April  21  two  of  5|lb.  and  61b.,  and  on  April  22  two 
of  171b.  and  18|lb.  respectively.  Fishing  the  Rothes 
water,  on  April  20,  Mr.  Peto  killed  a  salmon  of  161b., 
and  Mr.  Scott  one  of  15 Jib.,  and  on  the  same  water, 
on  April  22,  Mr.  James  Stewart,  fisherman,  killed 
one  of  81b.  On  the  Orton  House  water,  for  the 
week,  Mr.  Wharton  Duff  had  six  salmon,  and  on 
the  Delfur  water  Mr.  Bailey  sixteen.  Trout  are  not 
yet  showing  in  the  tributaries,  but  in  the  Spey  are 
fairly  numerous.  — J.  M. 


Tay. — Notwithstanding  the  lateness  of  the  season 
and  the  exceptional  wintry  weather  experienced 
last  week,  fair  sport  continues  to  1  e  obtained  on 
most  of  the  principal  beats.  P'or  the  week  ending 
April  27  :— The  Duchess  of  Bedford  killed  three  fish 
of  171b.,  15|lb.,  and  151b.  on  April  21,  and  one  of 
lOilb.  on  April  24.  Lord  Tavi  tock  had  three  fish 
ofl91b.,  17Hb  ,  and  121b.  on  April  21,  and  Major 
Haynes  one  of  181b.  on  April  23  and  two  of  181b. 
and  71b.  on  April  25  on  Stobhall  water.  Mr. 
Graeme  Whitelaw  took  two  fish  of  21  lb.  and  71b. 
on  April  24  on  Marthly  Castle  wat^r,  and  another 
of  161b.  on  Delvine  water  on  April  25,  while  Mr. 
Henderson  had  one  fish  of  151b.  on  April  23  on 
Murthly,  one  of  131b.  on  April  23,  and  another  of 
171b.  on  April  24  on  Delvine,  and  Mr.  Ernest  Moon, 
K.C.,  four  fish  of  25lb.,  171b.,  151b.,  and  121b. 
on  Delvine  Mr.  Reid  caught  one  fish  of  16lh.  on 
April  22  on  Upper  S'anley  water.  Mr.  Herbert 
Barnett  had  one  fish  of  15lb.  on  April  21,  and 
another  of  221b.  on  April  23  at  Upper  Scone.  Mr. 
G.  Ashley  Dodd  got  one  fish  of  16lb.  on  April  24, 
and  Mr.  Longworth  one  of  8lb.  on  .\pril  27  on 
Burnmouth  Catholea  beat.  Captain  Robertson 
killed  one  fish  of  18lb.  on  April  23,  und  the  boat- 
men one  of  ISilb.  on  April  25  at  Lower  Redgorton. 
On  the  upper  reaches,  Mr.  H.  W.  Johnston  had  one 
fish  of  20Jlb.  on  April  24.  Mr.  Stewart  Clark's 
keeper  killed  one  of  13  Jib.  on  Kinnaird  water  on 
April  25,  and  Dr.  White  o'neof  1  7 Alb.  on  Breadalbane 
Arms  Hotel  water,  Aberfeldy,  on  April  25.  On  the 
River  Tummel,  Captain  Baldwin  caught  one  fish  of 
15lb.  on  Fisher's  Hotel  water  on  April  24. — A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
All  the  rivers  in  the  above  district  have  run  very 
low,  and  the  only  sport  got  is  with  trout.  Salmon 
angling,  as  a  general  rule,  may  be  said  to  be  at  a 
standstill,  and  will  continue  so  until  we  have  a  flood. 
On  the  Teviot,  Mr.  G.  Henderson  killed  two 
salmon,  61b.  and  71b.  On  the  Wark  water,  Dr. 
Taylor  had  a  brace  of  salmon  of  21  lb.  and  101b., 
and  Mr.  C.  J.  Moir  also  had  a  brace  of  81b.  and  71b. 
On  the  Lees  water,  Mr.  Miller  had  a  couple  of  81b. 
and  11  lb.  On  the  Twizell  water,  Mr.  Corbett  had 
one  of  81b.,  and  Mr.  Legard  one  of  6Jlb.  ;  Dr. 
Boulby  had  a  sea-trout  of  41b.  On  Leee  water,  Mr. 
Whistler  had  a  salmon  of  81b.  On  Tweed  Green, 
Mr.  A.  Macpherson  had  a  basket  of  nineteen  trout. 
8ilb.  On  the  Whitaddor,  Mr.  Burns  had  01b.  with 
fly.  Mr.  Mark,  with  worm,  got  a  good  basket  of 
trout,  half  a  dozen  of  which  weighed  1  lb.  each. 
Dr.  Redmayne,  on  the  Eden,  had  4Jlb.  of  trout 
with  fly.  Col.  Legard,  on  the  Twizell  water,  has 
had  excellent  baskets  of  trout  during  the  week. 
On  the  Norham  water,  Mr.  H.  Malcolm  had  3lb.  ; 
Mr.  R.  Swan  31b.,  and  next  day  he  had  81b.  Dr. 
Boulby,  on  April  24  on  the  Wark  water,  killed 
three  of  1  lb.  each,  and  Mr.  Shiel  had  again  4Jlb. 
On  Carham  water,  Mr.  Peter  Robson  killed  ten 
trout  which  weighed  6Jlb.  Alderman  Dodds  had  a 
fine  di  h  of  141b.  on  the  Lennell  water  on  April  24. 
On  the  Leet,  in  three  days'  fishing,  Mr.  A.  Mac- 
pherson killed  forty  trout,  all  with  fly.  Mr.  Hall 
had  a  fine  dozen  on  the  Upper  Bowmont,  and  on 
the  New  Etal  water  Mr.  Andrew  Trotter  had 
baskets  of  41b.  and  3Jlb.  On  the  Blackadder,  Mr. 
A.  M.  Grieve  had  51b.  with  fly.  On  the  Teviot,  Mr. 
E.  Hogarth  had  01b.  ;  Mr.  W.  Ross,  61b.  ;  Mr.  John 
Todd,  on  the  Eden,  .51b.  ;  Mr.  Duncan  Hill,  5lb. ,  on 
the  Teviot ;  Mr.  A.  Johnston,  41b. ;  Mr.  A.  G. 
Cameron,  31b. ;  Mr.  J.  McCutcheon,  31b.  ;  and  Mr. 
A.  Middlemass,  31b.  Takes  of  grayling  have  also 
been  had  in  the  Teviot :  Mr.  R.  Bell,  81b.  ;  Mr.  W. 
Ross,  5pb.  ;  Mr.  W.  Hill,  51b. ;  and  Mr.  R.  D. 
Ormiston,  31b. — Maxwhebl. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  and  Tributaries. — During  the  early  week 
the  Blackwater,  Ballinderry,  Maine,  and  Moyola 
were  so  much  reduced  by  the  prevailing  easterly 
winds,  frost  at  night,  and  bright  sunshine  that  the 
fly  was  refused  save  by  a  few  brace  of  small  trout 
which  were  not  worth  catching.  The  main  river 
continued  being  reduced,  and  the  shallows  were 
in  order,  but  no  sport  was  obtained  on  the  best 
reaches  at  Kilroa  and  Portglenone.  Salmon  are 
coming  in,  but  the  few  which  have  yet  ascended 
are  distributed  over  the  river  and  lake,  and  it  is 
difficult  to  locate  their  resting  place?,  and  none  have 
yet  been  caught.  A  change  occurred  on  April  25, 
when  a  snowstorm,  followed  by  heavy  rains,  was 
experienced  over  north-east  Ulster,  and  this  river  and 
its  tributaries  have  since  been  running  in  bankful 
flood  and  discoloured,  and  the  worm  can  only  be 
used. — Daniel  O'Fee. 


M'HBKB  TO  Go  TO  Fish.- Information  where  to  go  for  flsliing 
in  tlie  United  Kingdom,  on  tlie  Continent,  and  in  otlier  parts  of 
tlie  world  is  given  in  "  Thi'  Angler's  Diary,"  over  300  jrapiea. 
New  edition  now  ready.  Sent,  post  free,  for  Is.  8d.  in  stamps, 
l)y  the  JIanager,  Fwhmg  OazgUe,  S*.  Dxiiiatan's  House,  JFetter- 
lane,  Londou,  E.C. 


Belfast  and  District. — The  rain  came  most 
opportunely  this  week,  and  at  time  of  writing  the 
rivers  in  this  locality  are  running  red  in  spate. 
Previous  to  this  very  little  was  doing  on  the  Antrim 
rivers,  but  after  the  snow  had  gone  sport  began  to 
pull  up  a  bit  on  the  lakes  and  reservoirs.  Straid 
Dam  is  fishing  better,  Messrs.  B.  Boileau  and 
Fitzsimmons  killing  thirteen  and  twelve  trout 
respectively,  and  some  other  members  of  the 
Belfast  Anglers'  Association  had  succes;. — J.  A.  13. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal). —  During  the  past 
week,  Mr.  H.  S.  Smith  landed  three  salmon  of  121b., 
ll|lb.,  and  101b.  Major  Cuttell,  one  salmon,  lUlb., 
and  P.  M.,  one  salmon,  141b.  Trouting  was  good 
also. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Caragh  Lake  (co.  Kerry). — Sport  has  teen 
very  poor  at  salmon  here,  but  some  nice  baskets  of 
brown  trout  have  been  had. — T.  J.  D. 

Cummeragh  and  Inny  (co.  Kerry).— Owing  lo 
low  waters  nothing  has  been  done  among  salmon. 
On  the  Inny  brown  trout  furnished  fair  sport. — 
T.  J.  D. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers. — The  bitterly  cold  weather 
which  has  marked  the  spring?  of  1908  has  been 
responsible  for  the  poor  s.port  hitherto  had  on  the 
Blackwater  and  the  Ballinderry,  and  otlier  waters 
in  East  and  South  Tyrone.  Before  the  river  rose 
Dr.  Robert  Woods  killed  several  fine  bags  of  trout. 
—J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshanuon,  and  Belleek). — Sport  on 
the  Erne  continues  first-rate  amongst  the  trout,  and 
the  river  is  at  present  in  fine  fishing  order. — M. 
RooAN  AND  Sons. 

Killarney. — Though  the  weather  has  been  far 
from  favourable,  salmon  have  yielded  fair  sport. 
Brown  trout  have  been  rising  well  on  days  that 
were  anyway  favourable. — T.  J.  D. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork). — During  the  week  the 
river  has  been  almost  too  low  for  fishing.  Very 
few  anglers  were  out.  On  the  Fargus  water  Mr.  S. 
Haynes  had  two  salmon  of  10 Jib.  and  9  Jib.  On 
Nettleville  water,  Mr.  R.  W.  Wheatley,  one,  6ilb. 
On  Mashonaglass,  Mr.  J.  Barry,  one,  81b.  At 
Carrigtidrohid,  Major  Carter,  R.A.,  three.  On  War- 
renscourt,  Hon.  C.  L.  Lister,  eight,  averaging  11  lb. 
On  William's  Hotel  waters,  Mr.  R.  Robertson, 
Glasgow,  two.  101b.  and  111b.;  General  Wood- 
house,  one,  131b. ;  Colonel  Spottiswoode,  one,  121b. ; 
Mr.  J.  O'Leary,  six,  51b.,  71b.,  81b.,  9lb  ,  11  lb.,  and 
141b.;  Mr.  W.  Howard,  two,  141b.  and  121b.  On 
the  Sullane  river,  Mr.  G.  Gallagher,  one,  101b.  ; 
Mr.  J.  B.  Massy,  one,  121b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Minhear,  two, 
101b.  and  121b.  Heavy  rain  fell  on  April  27,  and 
on  April  28  the  river  was  in  flood  and  weather 
milder.  There  should  be  good  sport  during  the 
coming  week. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Lough  Currane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
The  weather  has  been  quite  wintry.  On  April  20, 
Colonel  Drury,  one  salmon,  131b. ;  Mr.  J.  Matson, 
two  of  101b.  each.  On  April  21,  Mr.  Lesoher,  one, 
nib.  On  April  23,  Mr.  Jackson,  one,  GJlb.  On 
April  20,  Mr.  W.  P.  McElligott,  one,  lO^lb.— T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Melvin. — Sport  continues  first-rate  on 
the  lake,  and  the  following  are  the  particulars  for 
the  past  week  :■ — Mr.  A.  J.  Troup,  three  salmon  of 
11  lb.,  71b.,  and  81b.;  Mr.  J.  R.  MulhoUand,  one 
salmon  of  1 1  lb. ;  Mr.  H.  H.  Walker,  one  salmon  of 
111b.;  Rev.  Canon  Vernon,  one  salmon,  91b.; 
Major  Hamilton,  one  salmon,  9|lb  ,  and  several 
trout  weighing  from  IJlb.  to  51b.;  Mr.  Lancaster 
and  Mr.  Barber  landed  several  salmon  ranging  in 
weight  from  71b.  to  1 1  lb. ;  Mr.  H.  Murray,  one 
salmon,  121b.,  and  Mr.  A.  Henry,  one  trout  (Salmo 
ferox),  81b.  Trouting  was  also  good  and  sport  is 
excellent,  at  time  of  writing,  on  the  lake. — M. 
Rogan  and  Sons. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Though  the  weather  has  been  generally  bad,  brown 
trout  have  fiu'nished  fair  sport.  The  following 
were  the  best  baskets  had  on  the  different  waters 
during  the  week  :  On  Drenane,  one  of  twenty-one 
brown  trout;  on  Cummeravanig,  one  of  thirty; 
on  Coomavoher,  one  of  thirty-five ;  and  on  Coom- 
catcun,  one  of  thirty-one. — T.  J.  D. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Water  in  good  order, 
with  south  wind.  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson  had  one  of  101b. 
and  lost  one  on  April  23,  and  Mr.  O'Riely  lost  one. 
Lough  Conn  fished  well  last  week.  Mr.  Scroop  got 
one  of  81b.  on  April  18,  one  of  91b.  on  April  19,  one 
of  lOlb.  on  April  20,  and  two  of  181b.  and  81b.  on 
April  26  ;  Mr.  Moylett  got  one  of  lOlb.  on  April  26. 
Trout  fishers  got  some  nice  baskets.  Fishing  should 
be  good  from  now  on,  as  the  weather  is  settled. — 
John  Devers. 

Moy  (Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen,  Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Cold  east  wind  prevailed  here  during  the 
past  week.  Master  J.  Scroop  caught  one  salmon  of 
161b.  ;  Master  C.  Scroop,  one  salmon,  121b.  ;  Master 
W.  C.  Joynt,  one  salmon,  101b. ;  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson, 
one  salmon,  lOlb. ;  Mr.  C.  Barnes,  two  salmon,  8Jlb. 
and  131b.  ;  Mr.  P.  Moyle't,  one  salmon,  121b. ;  Col. 
Hewett,  two  salmon,  lO^lb.  and  121b.  Some  good 
trout  were  also  got,  and  trout  have  been  caught  on 
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loughs  Callow  and  Talt.  Grilse  are  showing  on  the 
Ashtree  and  Springwell  pools. — Jim  Hearnes  and 
Sons. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — We  have  had  very 
severe  weather  during  the  past  week,  with  snow, 
hail,  rain,  and  storm.  The  wind  was  bitterly  cold, 
and  it  was  under  circumstances  of  great  difficulty 
that  anglers  could  fish.  The  heaviest  fish  of  the 
season  so  far  was  taken  by  Mr.  J.  L.  Ingham, 
namely,  one  of  461b.,  a  very  handsome  specimen 
measuring  47in.  in  length  and  28|in.  in  girth.  Mr. 
Claud  Williams  had  one  excellent  day's  sport, 
taking  five  salmon  aggregating  ll-l|lb.  The  report 
for  the  week  is  : — On  Doonass,  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams 
killed  three  salmon,  341b.,  201b.,  and  25|lb.  On 
Prospect,  Mr.  Paul  killed  three  salmon,  201b., 
301b.,  91b.  ;  on  Newgarden,  Mr.  Claud  Williams 
killed  ten  salmon,  251b.,  11  lb.,  l9Uh.,  28lb.,  29ilb., 
29i!b.,  291b.,  !27^1b.,  141b.,  HJlb.';  on  Woodlands, 
Mr.  R.  Paul  killed  one  salmon,' 181b. ;  on  Mr.  E.  T. 
Ingham's  Castle  fishery,  Mr.  J.  L.  Ingham  killed 
one  salmon,  SSJlb. ;  Mr.  J.  H.  Armytage,  two 
salmon,  25  Jib.  and  13ilb. ;  on  Summerhill,  Mr.  J. 
L.  Ingham  killed  two  salmon,  461b.  and  21  lb. — John 
Enbight  and  Son. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Btirnham-on-Croucli.— Although  strong,  cold 
winds  have  been  blowing,  and  at  intervals  heavy 
showers  of  rain  fell,  local  and  visiting  anglers  had 
good  sport  with  codling  and  dabs.  April  26  was  a 
bitterly  cold  day  and  a  strong  wind  blowing,  but 
a  visitor  had  excellent  sport  with  codling  and  dabs, 
taking  over  one  hundred  fish. — J.  Wright. 

Falmouth. — Cold  winds  with  slight  snowstorms 
caused  a  cessation  in  the  mackerel  fishuig,  but  the 
last  two  days" the  weather  has  improved,  and  several 
boats  have  found  sport  in  the  harbour  whiffing  for 
pollack,  which  are  taking  the  artificial  sand-eel 
freely. — H.  H.  Rend. 

Penzance. — Strong  north-east  winds  prevailed 
during  the  holidays,  which,  although  not  hindering 
the  many  visitors  taking  drives,  etc.,  to  the  places 
of  interest,  were  all  against  boat  fishing.  Dr. 
W.  C.  S.  Ladell,  B.S.A.S.,  pluckily  went  out  on 
four  days,  but  only  met  with  moderate  success  ; 
one  catch,  ten  gurnard  and  one  pollack  ;  another 
catch,  ten  large  pouting,  one  31b.  bream,  and  a 
lot  of  cuckoos.  Whiffing,  whenever  the  wind  had 
moderated,  gave  fair  sport ;  catches,  twenty-five 
fair-sized  pollack  down. — J.  H.  Rowe  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth.  —  Spiing,  summer,  autumn,  and 
winter  with  a  vengeance  we  have  had  liere  within 
forty -eight  hours,  so  that  we  keep  up  the  reputation 
for  a  variety  of  climates  Fishing  at  sea  has  been 
rather  slack,  except  at  times  when  the  weather  was 
favourable.  Some  large  pollack  are  being  caught 
outside  the  breakwater  and  along  the  back  of  the 
Mewstone,  and  they  run  about  61b.  or  81b.  each. 
All  the  old  regular  fishermen  are  looking  out  for 
the  bass ;  it  is  time  they  were  here  now,  and  when 
they  do  arrive  good  sport  is  to  be  had  with  them 
casting  a  good  long  line  about  fifteen  or  twenty 
fathoms  with  a  spinning  sand-eel  at  the  eud  of  a 
fine  but  strong  single  gut  cast.  Another  plan  is  to 
stand  on  the  sands  at  Whitsand  Bay  and  cast  out 
in  the  breakers.  There  are  one  or  two  places  that 
shelve  out  rather  suddenly  into  deep  water,  and 
the  e  ai-e  the  places  that  the  bass  come  in  to  feed 
on  the  shrimps  and  prawns,  also  the  sand-launce, 
and  several  are  caught  in  a  tide  in  this  way.  The 
list  of  edible  fish  this  month  includes  trout,  peal, 
salmon,  scad,  mackerel,  conger,  eel,  smelt,  thorn- 
back  ray,  pouting,  hake,  brill,  turbot,  dab,  and  all 
shellfish. — William  Hbabder  (B.S.A.S.). 


To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  ;post. 


Anglers'  Association, 
Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden-lane,  Barbican,  E.G. 

The  annual  general  meeting  was  held  on  Monday 
last,  April  27th,  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  the  president, 
being  in  the  chair,  ninety  delegates  representing 
forty-seven  societies  being  present.  The  state- 
ment of  accounts  and  balance  sheet  for  the  past 
year  was  presented,  received  and  adopted  with 
unanimous  satisfaction,  a  cash  bafance  of  £160 
being  shown.  The  officers  with  one  exception 
were  re-elected,  the  majority  of  the  old  committee- 
men were  re-elected.  Mr.  Newnes,  of  the  Sutton 
A.S.,  was  elected  to  general  committee ;  Mr.  Jarvis, 
of  the  West  Hampstead  A.S  ,  to  the  Netting  Fund 
Committee;  and  Messrs.  J.  Harris  (Cobden  A.S. ), 
H.  Bouffler  (Bostonian  A.S.),  C.Martin  (Sundial 
A.S.),  and  F.  Pignatelli  (Royal  Oak  A.S.)  to  the 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society's  committee.  The 
yearage  was   again   fixed    at    two   shillings.  A 
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resolution  was  passed  in  support  of  a  close  season 
being  established  in  the  counties  of  Norfolk  and 
Suffolk.  The  visiting  officers  have  held  a  few 
visits.  Mr.  G.  Hunt,  during  the  past  two  months, 
has  attended  various  clubs  and  collected  over 
£70  for  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  It  was 
decided  to  hold  a  challenge  shield  dinner,  to  be 
followed  by  presentation  of  shield,  medals,  etc.,  on 
Monday,  May  11,  at  the  Blue  Anchor,  Chance- 
street,  Shoreditoh  ;  tickets,  3s.  each  Application 
for  tickets  should  be  made  to — R.  G.  Woodruff. 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 

I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  many  thanks  the 
receipt  of  £3  5s.,  Bow  and  Bromley  A.S. ;  £4  Is., 
West  Ham  A.S.  ;  9s.  4d.,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Martin ; 
£2  3s.  8d.,  Hanwell  Piscatorials  ;  £1  2s.,  Original 
Clerkenwell ;  and  £1  Is.,  annual  donation,  Philip 
Geen,  Esq.  Prizes  won  in  competition  at  Rye 
House  will  be  distributed  at  the  Blue  Anchor, 
Chance-street,  Shoreditch,  on  Monday,  May  25,  at 
8.30  p.m.  A  competition  will  be  held  at  Amberley 
on  July  12,  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  of  any 
names  to  add  to  the  prize  list. — W.  H.  Barber, 
9,  Hetley-road",  Shepherd's  Bush. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

Miserably  wet  and  gloomy  was  the  weather  on 
Tuesday  last,  but  in  striking  contrast  to  the  general 
depressLon  was  the  cheerful  expectancy  of  the  goodly 
company  that  sat  down  to  supper  that  evening  at 
Masons'  Hall.  Mr.  E.  P.  Beamont  very  genially 
presided,  and  the  occasion  was  in  every  way  a 
decided  success.  The  capital  repast  having  been 
despatched,  the  remainder  of  the  evening  was 
mainly  devoted  to  the  recapitulation  and  presenta- 
tion of  sundry  prizes  and  medals  won  durmg  the 
past  season,  including  the  challenge  cup,  which 
on  this,  the  first  occasion,  had  been  won  by 
Mr.  Frank  James  with  the  good  score  of  points 
1862  601,  Mr.  James  also  taking  various  medals. 
Amongst  other  successful  members — some  of 
whom  were  not  present — who  received  medals  or 
prizes,  were  Messrs.  Haynes,  Merritt,  Orpin,  and 
H.  L.  Willett;  Me;srs.  James  and  Merritt  returned 
appropriate  thanks.  The  challenge  cup,  well  filled 
with  "generous  liquor,"  was  handed  round  in  true 
civic  fashion,  and  toasts  to  Mr.  James  and  the 
other  successful  members  were  heartily  pledged, 
that  of  the  C.L.P.S.,  of  course,  not  being  over- 
looked. A  hearty  vote  of  thanks,  with  musical 
honours,  to  the  chairman  concluded  the  proceed- 
ings. Members  are  particularly  requested  to  note 
that  on  Tuesday  next.  May  5,  Mr.  J.  W.  Martin 
("  The  Trent  Otter  ")  will  read  his  paper,  "  Jottings 
from  an  Old  Angler's  Memory."  Members  of  other 
societies  who  may  wish  to  be  present  are  cordially 
invited,  as  a  paper  by  Mr.  Martin  is  a  treat  that 
should  not  be  missed. — Hon.  Sec. 

Clarence  Angling  Society. 

Our  meeting  on  Tuesday  last  was  presided  over 
by  Mr.  G.  Isaacs,  the  business  mainly  con-isting 
of  dinner  arrangements  for  Tuesday  next  (May  5), 
all  of  which  have  been  satisfactorily  concluded. 
Being  a  young  society  and  this  our  first  venture, 
we  have  great  hopes  of  success,  and  several  friends 
well  known  to  most  anglers  have  promised  to  sup- 
port our  worthy  chairman,  Mr.  D.  Curtis,  president. 
The  banquet  is  timed  for  7.30  sharp,  and  we  have 
a  good  concert,  etc  ,  to  follow. — W.  J.  Carter,  Hon. 
Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
The  usual  weekly  meetings  were  resumed  on  Tues- 
day last,  Mr.  J.  P.  Connellan  presiding  in  his  usual 
genial  manner.  Several  visitors  were  present, 
doubtless  attracted  by  last  week's  notice  that 
Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  would  give  a  reading.  The  subject 
was  "  A  Fight  with  a  Trout,"  and  capitally  was 
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it  rendered,  and  afforded  a  very  pleasant 
termination  to  the  business  of  the  meeting. 
A  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  the  stewards 
for  their  services  in  connection  with  the  dinner, 
which,  doubt,lesi  owing  to  their  efforts,  proved  so 
successful.  Mr.  J.  H.  Thonger  reported  that  the 
pool  at  Chesham  had  been  recently  netted,  and 
eighty-six  trout,  averaging  from  \  \\h.  to  1  Jib.,  were 
placed  in  the  middle  stretch.  The  largest  fish  were 
nearly  31b.  in  weight,  and  the  smallest  ten  inches 
in  length.  As  regards  fishing  reports,  about  the 
only  results  were  snow,  and  of  this  those  who  were 
out  had  plenty.  Mr.  Prince,  however,  was  fortunate 
in  finding  a  spot  from  which  the  snow  was  absent, 
and  managed  to  secure  some  small  sea  trout  and 
peal.  Mr.  Salmond  had  two  and  a  half  brace  of 
sizable  trout  from  private  water,  but  beyond  this 
little  was  done.  There  will  be  an  exhibition  on 
May  5  of  fly-fishing  materials.  A  landing  not  has 
been  found  at  Chesham,  lost  some  considerable  time 
ago  ;  the  owner  can  have  it  by  applying  to  the  Hon. 
Sec. 

Plscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  Bywaters  presided  over  our  meeting  last 
Monday,  but  as  far  as  fishing  experiences  went  did 
not  have  a  very  successful  evening,  for  although  a 
good  many  members  had  spent  the  Easter  holidays 
in  quest  of  trout  they  had  not  caught  many,  the 
extraordinary  weather  being  answerable  for  the 
poor  sport.  Our  president,  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown,  and 
Mr.  A.  C.  Poole  were,  however,  exceptions,  they 
having  enjoyed  good  sport  on  the  Itchen  in  the 
early  days  of  the  holiday. — Hon.  Sec. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


The  holidays  being  over,  the  society  has  re- 
opened its  rooms  and  resumed  its  Wednesday 
evening  meetings.  Last  Wednesday  Mr.  T.  B. 
Bates  occupied  the  chair  and  the  return  of  the  secre- 
tary, Mr.  Pickup,  who  had  been  ill,  made 
members  glad.  The  reports  from  stations 
were  monotonous  chronicles  of  bad  weather. 
The  thoughtful  fish — and  all  fish  are  thought- 
ful— had  retreated  into  the  quietness  of  deep 
water,  refusing  to  be  angled  for.  Members'  reports 
of  their  holiday  fishing  were  of  the  same  sub-fusk 
hue.  Mr.  Waller,  however,  had  made  the  ac  j[uaint- 
ance  of  Newhaven,  and  was  not  to  be  denied  with 
his  friend,  Mr.  Rogers.  He  took  three  score  of  good 
dabs  and  a  plaice  of  21b.  6oz.,  using  and  finding 
very  satisfactory  the  new  motor-boat. 

Messrs.  Hyde  and  Boyton  tried  Falmouth,  and 
found  it  a  lovely  place  for  sailing  and  for  scenery, 
but  it  was  too  early  in  the  year  for  much  fishing  ; 
nevertheless,  they  took  some  mackerel  and  small 
pollack  up  to  15  in.  The  mackerel  are  making  a 
show,  and  only  need  a  little  warm  weather  to  give 
good  sport.  Mr.  Hyde  is  an  observant  member,  and 
found  that  a  number  .of  the  mackerel  contained 
spawn.  Some  anxiety  was  expressed  by  Mr.  Minchin 
to  learn  whether  any  of  these  were  taken  in  deep 
water,  as  some  very  intere  ting  questions  are  hang- 
ing upon  that  point.  Mr.  Hyde's  were  all  surface 
fish.  Will  members  note  and  report  upon  this 
point  ? — only  one  of  many  awaiting  solution,  quite 
within  the  range  of  the  ordinary  tea-angler  observer. 
Mr.  Summers  had  been  round  the  Plymouth  district 
and  noted  the  arrival  of  the  spring  pollack  at  Looe. 
His  remarks  upon  the  change  in  the  methods  of 
taking  mackerel  on  that  coast  led  to  an  interesting 
discussion. 

The  early  drift-netting  appears  to  have  ceased, 
being  too  uncertain  to  pay,  but  the  steam  trawler 
has  found  them  in  deeper  water  on  the  bottom.  It 
has  been  said  that  a  method  of  flying  trawling  at 
sufficient  speed  to  raise  the  trawl  considerably 
off  the  bottom,  and  thus  fish  mid  water,  was 
practised,  but  observers  all  bore  testimony 
that  no  such  trawls  were  worked  at  a  greater 
speed  than  5  knots,  one  quite  insufficient  to  raise 
the  haul.  It  appears  to  be  a  truth  not  very  con- 
soling to  Britishers  that  the  French  netters  beat  us 
in  the  Channel  at  our  own  game,  underselling  us  in 
our  own  markets.  It  ought  not  to  be  impossible  to 
find  out  the  cause,  which  doubtless  lies  in  more 
skilful  handling  of  nets,  probably  in  drifting  in  mid- 
water.  They  find  the  fish,  anyhow,  and  our  men  do 
not  to  the  same  extent.  Mr.  Nigel  Stewart  urged 
this  point  with  some  vehemence.  A  number  of 
members  took  part  in  the  discussion  of  this  interest- 
ing subject. 

Mr.  Waller  was  thanked  for  additions  to  the 
society's  museum,  and  further  contributions  were 
asked  for  to  renew  old  specimens  showing  signs  of 
age. 

The  secretary  reported  having  sent  out  to  mem- 
bers the  progi-amme  for  the  summer  session.  Com- 
pared with  the  winter  one,  it  has  not  quite 
so  serious  a  cast,  especially  in  scientific  matter. 
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SPRING  FISHING. 

Send  your  Orders  direct  to  the  Practical  Manufacturers. 

21/-  THE  MULTl[M-¥-PAiVO  FLY  ROD.  21/- 
3T/e      THE  NEW  COMPOSITE  ROD.  3T/6 

Two  pieces,  with  built  cane  top,  9  ft.,  9  ft.  6  in.,  and  10  ft.,  close  whipped  throughout, 
cork  handle,  beautifully  balanced  and  finished. 


2^ ,    OUR  FAMOUS  3-JOINT  CREENHEART  / 
^  FLY  RODS.  " 

9  ft.  to  10  ft.  6  in.,  cork  grip,  and  all  improvements. 

FLY  DEPARTMENT. 

Notv  is  the  time  to  have  your  Spring  Flies  Dressed. 
FLOATING,  2/-  doz.  DOUBLE  WINGED,  2/6  -Joz 

Devonshire  Patterns  for  Axe  and  Torrldge  from  the  Selection  of  Local  Experts. 
TESTIMONIALS. 


London,  W. 
Dear  Sirs,— Flies  to  hand.  I  like  them  very 
much.  Your  flies  always  please  me,  and  you 
know  that  I  am  very  hard  to  please  in  the  matter 
of  Trout  Flies.  I  will  say  this  about  your  flies  : 
they  are  tied  to  nature,  and  what  is  more,  the 
trout  like  them  ;  you  put  the  correct  feathers 
and  furs  in  your  flies,  and  your  tyers  are  artists. 

Piccadilly,  London,  W. 
Gentlemen,— I  now  enclose  remittance  for  the 
flies.    I  also  had  some  of  those  you  made  for 

Mr.  E  .   I  don't  know  if  you  saw  in  the 

Field  that  I  caught  two  beauties — 5  lbs.  8ozs., 
and  6  lbs.  12oz5. — the  largest  taken  in  our  water 
for  nine  years.  I  caught  them  with  the  giey- 
legged  ones.    They  would  look  at  nothing  else. 

W.  J.  B. 


Campden  Hill, 

London,  W. 
I  may  tell  you  for  your  satisfaetion  that  fishing 
for  Sea  Trout  late  last  year  (in  September)  with 
one  of  your  Red  Teals  (brother  to  the  one  en- 
closed as  pattern)  and  one  of  your  rather  fine 
Grilse  Casts,  my  son-in-law  hooked  a  27  lb. 
S;ilraon,  and  after  playing  it  in  very  rough  water 
in  the  Laardal  River  for  nearly  two  hours,  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  gafiiug.  It  speaks  well  for 
your  tackle.  COL.  C.  S. 

Lindula, 

Ceylon. 

Dear  Sirs, — I  enclose  cheque  for  flies  to  hand. 
I  am  very  pleased  with  patterns  sent.  I  im- 
mediately established  a  record  with  them. 


OGDEN&SCOTFORD 

CHELTENHAM. 

9   GOLD,    SILVER,    AND    OTHER   MEDALS  AWARDED. 


FREE  FISHING  ON  LOUGH  MELVIN. 
SCOTT'S  HOTEL, 

Garrison,  County  Fermanagh,  Ireland. 

Beautifully  situated  on  the  shore  (^f  Lough 
Melvin ;  eight  miles  long.  Celebrated  for 
Salmon,  Gillarcjo,  and  Trout  Fishing.  Free  to 
gentlemen  stopping  at  this  hotel.  Lon^ 
patronized  by  the  nobility  and  gentry.  Excellent 
cuisine  ;  very  ccjmfortable.  Boats  and  experi- 
enced men  provided.  Cars  meet  trains  at 
Belleek  on  receipt  of  notice, 

ROSS-SHIFCE.  ~ 

AULTBEA  HOTEL 

Under  New  SInnayement, 

This  Hotel  is  beautifully  situated  on  the  AVest 
Coast,  amid  splendid  Highland  scenery.  There 
is  superior  and  extensive  Brown  Trout  Fishings 
granted  specially  by  the  Mari|Uis  of  Zetland  for 
visitors  at  Hotel.  The  Hotel  is  new  and  newly 
furnished.    New  sanitary  aiTangements. 

Splendid  Sea  Fishing  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing. 
Boating.    Hiring.    Sea  Bathing.     Route — Per 
Boat  fiom  Oban  to  Gairloch.   Carriage  will  be 
in  waiting  if  proprietor  is  communicated  with. 

C.  M'KENZIE 
(Late  of  Kylesku  Hotel,  Sutherlandshire). 

THE  ANGLER'S  PARADISE. 

DOWROS  BAY  HOTEL, 

ROSBEG,  CO.  DONEGAL. 

The  above  Hotel  is  situated  in  its  own  grounds, 
overlooking  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  in  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  parts  of  the  Donegal  Highlands. 
Excellent  Trout  Fishing  in  four  magnificent 
lakes  belonging  to  the  Hotel.  Shooting  over 
5000  acres.  Good  Golf  Links.  Terms  moderate. 
Eveiy  modern  convenience.  Under  experienced 
new  English  management.  Apply,  MANAGERESS. 

EXlVTOOFt. 

GOOD  TROUT  FISHING 

ON  BARLE. 

Also  Private  Pishing  free  to  Visitors 
staying  at  this  Hotel.  Good  accommo- 
dation. Terms  moderate.  Good  Posting 
and  Stabling. — Apply  to  T.  Elwoethy, 

TEMPERANCE  HOTEL, 

Simonsbath,  nr.  South  Molton. 


LOUGH  MELVIN,  IRELAND. 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

Furnished  House  to  Let 

at  Garrison,  the  well-known  fishing  centre. 
Three  sitting  rooms,  eight  bedrooms,  servants' 
rooms,  w.c ,  stabling,  &c.  Plate,  linen,  and 
attendance  if  rei|uired. — Apply,  P.  Timonky, 
Garrison,  Belleek,  Co.  Fermanagh. 


DOFEDALE,  Ashbourne. 


IZAAK  WALTON  HOTEL 

Family  Residential  Hotel  and  Anglers' 
Resort  for  the  Rivers  Dove  and  Manifold. 

Lovely  situation,  within  five  minutso' 
walk  of  the  Stepping  Stones,  Dovedale. 
Spacious  Dining,  Drawing,  and  Private 
Rooms.  Trout  Pishing.  Golf.  Carriages. 
Table  d'Hote  (separate  tables).  Illustrated 
tariff  from  the  Proprietor,  WM.  E'VANS. 


SITUATION  WANTED 

AS 

Keeper  on  Tpout  Farm  and 
Attendant  to  Hatchery. 

Ten  years'  experience  :  good  references. — 
Elliot,  c/o  Stagg,  Shottcrmill,  Surrey. 


nnWlf  A  f^P  wishing  to  Buy  anything 
r  Kl  V  A  I  or  to  Sell  anything,  or  t  < 
M.  u.\u.  I  n  m  my  Exchange  anything  WITH 
DFDCAUC  OTHER  PRIVATE  PERSONS, 
W  H,  n  ^1 1  Vt  ^  eaaily,qaickly ,  cheai>ly, 
M.  myxwfvriiw  ^nd  to  the  very  best 
a.dvanta.g'e,  will  find  no  better  medium  than 
THE  BAZAAK,  EXCHANGE  &  MART  news- 
paper, which  has  been  established  for  this 
purpose  for  40  years,  during  which  time 
millions  of  pounds'  worth  of  property 
has  changed  hands  through  its  instrumentality. 
Everyone  wants  something^,  and  Every- 
one has  something  to  sell  that  at  present  is  of  lio 
use  to  him.  A  nything  and  everything,  from 
the  commonest  to  the  most  out-of-way  article, 
can  readily  be  procured  or  disposed  of  on  the 
best  terms  through  this  paper.  It  has  also 
a  mass  of  readiny  matter  of  great  interest 
to  all,  men  and  women  alike.  Get  a  copy 
and  see  for  yourself.  To  be  had  at  all 
railway  bookstalls  and  newsagents',  price  2d.  A 
specimen  copy  will  be  sent  for  Id.  stamp 
towards  postage.  Oflice  :  Bazaar  Buildings, 
Drury  Lane,  London.  Telegrams :  "  Bazaar, 
London."   Telephone:  Central  9189. 


J.  E.  MILLER, 

NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  DEPOT,  19,  New  Station  St.,  LEEDS. 


Telegrams:  "  PISCAXOR,  LEEDS." 

THE  "WEE"  CHAPMAN^ 

Fop  Spinning-  a  Small  Minnow 
in  low,  clear  water. 

Price,  with  5  trebles  as  sketch,  1/6, 

X/3. 


TelKPHONK  :  No.  2601. 


»»  )» 


LIGHT  WHOLE  CANE  FLY  RODS. 

Best  quality,  3  Tops,  Double  Brazed,  Universal  Winch  Fittings, 
Cork  Handle,  and  fully  fitted,  10  ft.,  10^  ft.,  11  ft.,  17/6. 

These  Rods  are  all  built  from  a  specially  selected  cane,  having  a  thick  hard  centre  which  far 
svnpasses  any  previous  make.  They  are  light  and  powerful,  and  have  the  advantage  of  being 
eiiually  suitable  fgr  casting  either  a  short  or  a  long  line. 


EASTER  FLIES. 

SPECIAL  ATTENTION  GIVEN  TO  FLIES  TO  PATTERN. 

"Miller's"  Yorkshire  Flies  kill  on  any  Water. 
Best  Drawn  Gut,  Hair,  or  Eyed  Hooks,  1/9  dozen. 

SELECTIONS    MADE   UP  FOR  ALL  PARTS 
OF  THE  KINGDOM. 


MOUNTED  FLY  CA5T5. 

Best  Killing  Patterns,  1/6  each. 

BEST  SATEEN  WADERS,  is/e. 
BEST  TWILL  WADERS,  xa/e. 

BROGUES.  11/6,  14/6,  lT/6,  21/-,25/- 


SCIATICA, 
LUMBAGO, 
RHEUMATISM. 

Sufferers  should  use 


DROITWIGH 
BRINE  CRYSTALS 


Being    a    specially  Crystallised 
Preparation,  for  Home   Use,  of 
the  Celebrated  Droitwich  Brine 
Springs. 
From  all  Chemists,  or 
■  28  lb.  Bag  delivered  Free  to 
any  address. 

London,  Country,  2/3m 

Sole  Proprietors, 

WESTON  &WESTALL,  Ltd. 

(Dept.  C), 

16,  Eastcheap,  London,  E.G. 


SALE  BY  AUCTION. 

Fishing  Tackle,  Split  Cane  and  Greenheart 
Trout  and  Salmon  Rods,  Books  of  Flies,  &c., 
Guns  and  Kitles,  Hamnierless  Ejector  Sporting 
and  Pigeon  Guns,  Hammer  Guns,  Big  Game, 
Match,  Winchester  Repeating,  Magazine,  Rook 
and  Rabbit  Rifles  by  the  best  London  and  Bir- 
niingbani  makers.  Revolvers,  Golf  Clubs,Bicycles, 
and  other  sporting  effects.  Also  Wines,  Cigars, 
aud  a  consignment  of  Japanese  E»aniel  and 
Cloisonne  Ware,  will  be  SOLD  by  AUCTION  by 
DEBENHAM,  STORR  &  SONS,  LTD.,  at  ,  26, 
King  Street,  Covent  Garden,  London,  W.C,  on 
FuiDAY,  8th  inst.,  at  12  o'clock.  Catalogues 
post  free. 

ARGYLLSHIRE. 

KILMORE  PRIVATK  HOTEL  (near  Oban) 

TO  I^ET, 

Including  rights  of  lishiug  on  Loch  Nell-and 
River  Feochan  (two  boats).  Two  large  public 
rooms,  five  bedrooms  (two  large  double-be<lded). 
Dairy  and  farm  produce.— Full  particulars  from 
"  FisHiNQ,"  care  of  Deacons,  Leadenhall  Street, 
London,  E.G. 


TO  DRY  FLY  MEN. 


FLYFLOAT 

(PAT.  PROV.) 

Secures  a  maximum  of  buoyanoy  with  a 
minimum  of  whipping.  One  dressing 
lasts  for  hours.  Much  superior  to  odour- 
less parafSn.  In  neat  bottle  for  the 
pocket,  with  brush  and  directions,  /// 
post  free  from 

J.  CRAIG,  1,  Lindsay  Road,  DUBLIN. 


WANTED. 
AN  ASSISTAHT 

in  the  Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Ware- 
house of 

Hardy  Brothers, (Alnwick),  Ltd., 

Alnwick,  Northumberland. 


CO.  DONEGAL. 


SALMON  (S  WHITE  TROUT  FISHING 

On  the  Gweedore  and  Loughanure.  Hotel  on 
bank  of  River.  Half  an  hour's  walk  from 
Loughanure  and  five  minutes  Railway  Station. 
Good  boats  and  gillies  always  ready. — Apply 
Propkibtor,  The  Hotel,  Crolly  Bridge,  Co. 
Donegal.    Telegrams:  "  Hotel,  Crolly." 

ROD  TIMBER. 

Greenheart,  Washaba,  Hickory,  Lance- 
wood,  Ash,  Birch,  Beech,  in  round  or 
square,  for  Rod  Making.    Send  to 

J.  WRIGHT  &  SON,  Timber  Merchants, 

STATION  YARD,  REDDITCH. 

Price  Listti  on  (ipplictxtion. 
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Wisely  the  sport  will  receive  consideration. 
"  Specializing,"  by  Mr.  B.  Hyde,  is  down  for  next 
Wednesday,  and  is  a  subject  now  ripe  for  dealing 
with.  The  society  has  its  bass  man,  grey  mullet 
man,  conger  man,  dab  man — even  a  gigantic 
skate  man — but  there  is  need  for  a  personal 
representative  of  every  species  caught,  and  the  need 
will  be  met.  What  is  a  sportsman  ?  will  be  asked 
and  answered  by  Mr.  Jack  Reay,  one  of  'em.  Messrs. 
Oakshott,  John  Handley,  Leonard  Crossle,  Boyton, 
and  others,  are  down  for  papers  on  various  aspects 
of  the  sport  and  its  tackle.  In  July  the  Members' 
Tackle  show  will  be  held,  and  its  exhibits  discussed. 
Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  will  tell  a  "  Fairy  Tale  " — atrue 
one ;  Dr.  Day  wfll  tackle  seriously  the  Fish  Food 
question  ;  Poole  Harbour,  by  F.  D.  Holcombe  ; 
Grey  Mullet,  by  W.  T.  Summers ;  Hooks,  by  Albert 
Smith  ;  Swimming,  by  P.  H.  Hughes,  are  specialised 
papers. 

The  effect  of  heavy  gun  fire  on  sea  fish  will  he 
dealt  with  by  Dr.  Murie,  who  knows  Shoeburyness 
and  his  fish. 

The  Society's  J  curator,  W.  Croft  Handley,  with 
the  valuable  assistance  of  Mr.  E.  F.  Holbrow — an 
expert — will  tell  members  how  to  collect  and 
preserve  specimens,  and  the  Society's  much-loved 
"  late "  curator.  Dr.  Charles  S.  Patterson,  is 
down  for  a  Paper — on  July  8th — but  as  to  the 
subject  thereof  discreet  silence  is  observed. 
And  there  are  no  social  gatherings- — ^Mem- 
bers  must  go  fish  for  amussment. 

The  secretary  also  drew  attention  to  the  competi- 
tions of  the  year — the  Joicey  Cups — the  last  half  of 
the  specimen  fish  competition  ending  July.  The 
special  cup  for  sea  trout,  and  certain  simplification 
of  the  competition  rules,  as  per  circular  sent  out  and 
of  which  he  warned  intending  competitors.  The 
new  Pocket  Book  in  July  would  contain  them. 

So  with  thanks  to  the  chairman,  and  the  old  toast, 
the  meeting  closed  at  a  very  decent  hour. 

H.  P. 


PFovineial  Angling  l^otes. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  cojpy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post. 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  some  exceedingly  bad  weather 
since  my  last  notes  were  forwarded.  All  our  waters 
will  be  some  time  before  they  are  clear  of  the 
snow  water.  Despite  the  bad  weather,  some  nice 
trout  have  been  taken  from  our  Whitacre  reservoir. 
The  Blythe  has  been  fished  with  poor  results,  and 
the  Teme  in  the  Knightwick  district  has  provided 
but  poor  sport.  The  same  river  in  the  Ludlow 
district  has  been  fished,  a  few  fish  being  taken  at 
midday.  A  large  number  of  trout  fishermen  have 
been  up  the  Elan  Valley  waters,  and  some  have 
met  with  fair  success.  The  best  fishing  has  been 
had  on  the  Cabancoch  reservoir  ;  seventy-two  fish 
were  taken,  the  total  weight  being  431b.  lOoz. 
Decent  sport,  considering  the  weather,  was  had  on 
other  portions  of  the  water,  the  largest  fish  taken 
being  one  of  1  lb.  1  loz.  With  good  weather,  sport  on 
this  water  will  be  more  than  good.  Mr.  C.  Brown, 
of  the  Crown  Restavirant,  Newton-street,  Birming- 
ham, has  a  nice  fish  of  61b.  on  view  which  was 
caught  from  private  water  near  to  Birmingham. 
At  the  last  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Birming- 
ham Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  the  sum  of  £13 
was  paid  out  in  death  claims  and  relief  to  members 
of  the  society.  The  Provincial  A. A.  have  decided 
not  to  take  part  in  the  i908  angling  competition 
organised  by  the  National  Federation  of  Anglers, 
although  they  still  belong  to  that  body.  The  old- 
established  Midland  Coimties  Piscatorial  Associa- 
tion, who  rent  some  of  the  very  best  waters  in 
the  Midlands,  have  decided  to  reduce  their  sub- 
scription from  three  to  two  guineas  per  annum. 
Tlieir  full  list  of  members  should  now  be  soon 
completed. 


FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Better  weather  has  now  intervened,  and  anglers 
have  a  better  prospect  in  this  district.  The  River 
Hull  is  now  in  fine  trim  in  most  parts,  and  the  tribu- 
taries are  also  in  nice  condition,  either  for  fly  or 
minnow.  In  the  ISriffield  Canal  during  the  past 
week  sport  has  been  fairly  good,  and  a  few  brace 
of  nice  fish  taken.  In  the  top  stretches  of  the  river 
some  good  fish  have  been  secured,  one  of  my  friends 
taking  two  good  fish  above  Hempholme  Lock  that 
scaled  21b.  and  1  lb.  4oz.  respectively — certainly  a 
good  take  for  this  season  so  far.  Worm  fishermen 
are  also  having  better  sport  in  the  lower  waters  at 
Cicey,  Dunswell,  and  down  to  Burton  Hall  amongst 
flounders,  with  an  occasional  nice  trout  to  boot. 
The  salmon  trout  are  now  making  up  from  the 
Humber,  and  with  a  nice  sprinkling  of  cut  shrimps 


our  local  worm  fishermen  may  now  secure  a  nice 
trout  occasionally  in  the  lower  eddies  from  Burton 
Hall  upwards.  p 

FROM  LANCASHIRE, 

One  of  the  best  all-round  anglers  is  no  more, 
and  Bolton  loses  one  of  its  very  best  business  men. 
Mr.  Hamer  was  preparing  for  a  trip  during  Easter, 
but  was  suddenly  seized  with  an  attack  of  appendi- 
citis, and  siieeumbed  to  tlie  operation.  One  of  his 
last  acts  was  to  assist  a  friend  who  was  seriously 
ill,  staying  with  him  all  night,  the  friend  only 
regaining  health  to  find  out  his  loss.  Chaos  is  tlie 
only  word  suitable  to  describe  sport  in  this  coimty. 
Not  even  the  oldest  angler  can  remember  such  a 
spring. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  great  North-West  Manchester  match  is  over, 
and  one  may  safely  go  into  a  club-house  and  enjoy 
a  fair  amount  of  peace.  One  rejoices  over  a  good 
fish  caught  and  another  over  one  lost,  but  the 
referee's  award  is  final.  Next  Saturday  tliere 
is  to  be  a  meeting  of  delegates  in  this  city, 
and  a  very  good  muster  is  desired.  To  all  appear- 
ances, the  suggested  exhibition  of  fish,  etc.,  is  not 
to  be. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

We  had  a  tremendous  fall  of  rain  on"" April  28, 
and  at  the  period  of  writing  the  Trent  was  rising 
rapidly.  We  may  probably  have  a  flood  on  a  small 
scale.  Last  week-end  several  very  nice  trout  were 
caught  in  the  Fiskerton  district,  notably  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Greet  mouth  ;  one  weighed  2^1b., 
and  another  Iflb.  There  has  been  slightly  more 
doing  on  the  tributary  itself  between  the  mills  at 
Rolleston  and  Upton.  Mr.  W.  Johnson  secured 
three  brace,  and  Mr.  D.  S.  Garner  a  couple.  They 
were  attracted  with  the  cockspur  worm.  The  rise 
in  the  river  will  cause  a  further  run  upwards  of 
eels.  So  far  the  season  has  been  a  most  prolific 
one,  though  it  is  illegal  to  angle  for  the  fish  in  the 
close  season.  The  Lord  Holland  Society  held  their 
annual  dinner  and  presentation  of  prizes  on  the 
night  of  April  23,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  T. 
Walsh.  The  chief  winners  were  Mr.  J.  Foulkes,  IVIr. 
W.  Brealey,  Mr.  J.  Healey,  and  Mr.  J.  E.  Eslop. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Since  Sunday  last  we  have  had  a  deluge  of 
rain,  which  has  disturbed  the  water  again,  but 
will  wash  the  snow  broth  away,  and  it  is  much 
hoped  we  shall  be  favoured  with  some  bright,  genial 
weather.  A  meeting  of  the  Worcester  and  District 
A.  A.  was  held  at  the  Ai'boretum  Inn  on  Monday 
evening  last  (April  27),  the  president,  Mr.  L.  F. 
Higgs,  in  the  chair,  and  there  was  a  large  number 
of  delegates  present.  The  application  made  by  the 
County  Coimcil  for  an  order  under  the  Salmon  and 
Freshwater  Fisheries  Act  has  excited  much  interest 
in  this  district,  and  the  meeting  was  held  to  con- 
sider the  provisions  thereof.  The  chairman,  in  a 
short  address,  gave  an  explanation  of  the  fishery 
laws,  so  far  as  understood,  and  the  object  of  apply- 
ing for  a  Provisional  Order  for  the  regulation  of  the 
fisheries  within  the  Severn  Fisheries  district,  which 
would  cause  an  alteration  of  the  constitution  of  the 
Severn  Fishery  Board,  and  he  thought  it  would  be 
best  so  take  the  classes  seriatim.  In  section  1, 
defining  the  area  of  the  district  so  as  to  include 
all  waters  within  the  watershed  of  the  Severn  and 
Avon  as  in  sub-section  (a)  was  approved  of.  Section  2 
"  Alteration  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Severn 
Fishery  Board,"  sub-section  (a),  was  strongly 
objected  to  ;  it  was  reduction  of  appointed  members. 
At  the  conference  held  by  the  County  Council,  when 
it  was  decided  to  apply  for  the  Provisional  Order, 
this  proposition  to  reduce  the  number  of  appointed 
members  was  put  to  the  meeting  and  lost.  It  was 
brought  before  the  meeting  of  the  Severn  Fishery 
Board  in  Janviary  last,  discussed,  and  lost  by  a  sub- 
stantial majority,  and  should  not  have  been  included 
in  the  proposed  provisions.  Some  amount  of  discus- 
sion took  place  on  sub-section  (6),  "  the  addition  of 
members,  representative  of  licencees  for  fishing  for 
freshwater  fish."  As  anglers  for  coarse  fish  were 
giving  up  free  fishing  in  the  Severn  and  Avon,  and 
virtually  consenting  to  a  rod  tax,  the  consideration 
was.  "  the  number  of  representatives  to  be  elected 
and  how  the  representatives  were  to  be  appointed, 
and  several  suggestions  were  made  and  approved  of 
by  the  meeting.  Most  of  the  powers  asked  for  in  the 
other  sections  and  sub-sections  were  approved  of  ; 
some  few  were  very  vague,  and  it  was  considered 
that  they  be  defined  before  they  could  be  accepted. 
As  the  matter  will  be  dealt  with  by  the  Severn 
Fishery  Board  at  their  meeting  on  Thursday  next 
(May  7),  the  fm-ther  consideration  of  the  Provisional 
Order  was  postponed  imtil  after  that  date. 


FROM   YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Easter  Holiday  fishing  has  been  very  disappoint- 
ing, and  the  minimum  of  enjoJ^nent  rewarded 
anglers  who  had  patience  and  endurance  to  pursue 
the  sport  under  stress  of  the  extraordinary  weather. 
Although  the  rivers  generally  were  in  fairly  good 
condition,  the  flies  were  "  off,"  and  angling  for 
trout  proved  a,  thankless  pastime  to  all  save  the 
very  few.  From  lake  and  reservoir,  as  from  favourite 
streams,  the  story  was  the  same — light  or  empty 
baskets.  .-V  rise  in  temperature  is  necessary,  and,  in 
many  quarters,  a  good  downpour  of  rain  would  al.so 
bo  beneficial. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  very  wintry  up  to  April  2.5. 
and  sport  has  boon  backward  everywhere,  especially 
in  the  salmon  department.  A  joint  conference  of 
the  Irisli  Salmon  and  Trout  Fisheries  Association 
and  various  boards  of  conservators  was  held  last 
week  in  the  committoo-room  of  the  Royal  Dublin 
Society  at  Ballsbridgo,  Dublin.  The  Rt.'  Hon.  Lord 
Massy  presided.  The  following  recommendations 
were  passed  : — That  all  matters  and  duties,  legal  or 
otherwise,  appertaining  to  the  inland  fisheries  be 
relegated  and  controlled  by  a  distinct  and  separate 
department  to  that  of  the  sea  fisheries.  That  the 
staff  of  inspectors  shall  always  consist  of  at  least 
three  in  nximber,  one  of  whom  should  have  a  legal 
status,  as  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  delegation 
to  a  single  inspector,  as  at  present  provided,  of  the 
responsible  duties  attached  to  such  office  would  be 
detrimental  to  public  interest.  That  an  adequate 
and  definite  annual  sum  be  allocated  by  Govern- 
ment solely  for  the'purposes  of  the  Inland  Fisheries. 
That  a  revision  be  made  of  the  existing  schedule  of 
licence  duties,  and  that  use  of  no  new  engine  or 
method  of  fishing  be  permitted  unless  the  user  of 
such  has  obtained  a  certificate  from  His  Majesty's 
inspectors  ;  and  the  licence  duty  applicable  to  such 
engine  defined.  That  the  law  o.'ficers  of  the  Crown 
institute  and  conduct  all  prosecutions  for  offences 
imder  the  fishery  laws  indictable,  or  infringement 
of  public  or  vested  interest,  and  that  the  expenses 
thereof  be  defrayed  by  Parliamentary  vote. 

North  of  Ireland. 

After  a  protracted  period  of  cold,  dry  weather, 
the  rivers  are  now  rimning  bankful,  there  is  a 
decided  rise  in  the  temperature,  and  sport  may  be 
looked  forward  to  with  some  confidence.  Fresh-run 
salmon  are  getting  up  the  Erne,  although  sport  in 
that  line  has  been  nil  up  to  the  present,  and  from  the 
Bann  it  is  reported  that  numbers  of  fish  are  getting 
up  the  lower  reaches  from  the  Atlantic.  All  the 
rivers  of  the  North  are  now  open.  The  Easter  trout- 
fishing  competition  of  the  North-East  LHster  A.C., 
for  the  Patterson  Gup,  was  held  on  the  Braid,  above 
Broughshane,  when  some  forty  members  entered. 
The  following  was  the  result  : — Cup  and  first  prize, 
Mr.  Harry  R.  Douglas  ;  second  prize,  Mr.  S.  Gibson  ; 
third  prize.  Mi'.  F.  Burnside  ;  fourth  prize,  Mr. 
Thomas  Smith  ;  fifth  prize,  Mr.  T.  Kilpatrick  ; 
sixth  prize,  Mr.  James  Warmington  ;  eighth  prize, 
Mr.  S.  Magill  :  and  consolation  prize,  Mr.  S.  Moore. 
At  Mullingar  Petty  Sessions,  on  April  18,  Patrick 
Meehan  was  prosecuted  for  having  fished  the  Dysart 
in  an  illegal  manner  on  the  night  of  Jan.  27  last.  It 
was  alleged  that  on  the  night  in  question  Meehan 
used  a  spear  and  torch  in  the  river  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  fish.  The  defendant  submitted  to  the 
Court,  and  was  fined  in  £3,  with  £2  costs — £5  in  all. 
On  Easter  Tuesday  the  seventh  annual  competition 
for  the  Hunter  Cup  was  fished  by  the  members 
of  the  Ulster  A.A.,  Belfast,  on  the  Maine,  at  CuUy- 
backey.  The  cup  and  first  prize  were  won  by  JIi-. 
Donald  Lecaille  ;  second  prize  by  Mr.  J.  J.^  Long- 
head ;  tliird  prize  by  Mr.  S.  M'Dowell  (cup-holder)  ; 
and  the  consolation  prize  by  Mr.  James  I3rown. 


.  NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents, 
55  and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. : — 

23,229.  Fishing.  W.  H.  L.  Alfred,  6,  Crooked- 
lane,  King  William-street,  London.  This  invention 
relates  to  a  construction  of  brake  for  fishing  reels  of 
the  type  in  which  an  adjustable  check  or  braking 
appliance  is  employed.  A  circular  track,  which  has 
a  ball  race,  and  is  screwed  on  the  part  of  the  axle 
formed  in  one  with  the  frame,  is  rotated  by  a  spring 
handle  to  vary  the  distance  between  the  plates, 
thus  causing  the  balls  to  jam  in  inclined  or  other 
recesses  formed  in  the  track  on  the  reel.  The  line, 
when  being  pulled  by  a  fish,  is  thus  braked,  but  is 
allowed  free  movement  in  the  opposite  direction. 
The  balls  maj'  be  allowed  to  move  freely  in  either 
direction.  Means,  such  as  a  pin  engaging  a  slotted 
plate,  is  provided  for  holding  the  handle  to  the 
frame. 
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12/3,  14/-,  15/9,  17/6,  19/3,  &c. 

SUIT  LENGTHS 

"  Homespun  " 


Variety  of  Shades ;  Pure  Wool ;  unexcelled  for  Style  and  Hard  Wear. 


Fop  angling,  SHOOTING,  and  GOLFING 
SUITS  and  COSTUMES  any  of  the  eloths 
ean  now  be  supplied  EXTRA  SHRUNK  and 
RAINPROOFED  at  a   small   extra  eharg-e. 

When  treated  by  this  prooess  (which  renders  them  rain  but  not  air 
proof,  and   ENTIRELY  OBVIATES    SHRINKING)  the 

Bantry  Tweeds  form  ideal  materials  for  these  purposes  as  well  as 
for  General  wear. 

Patterns  free  from  THOMAS  COPITHORNE,  Bantry,  Ireland. 


4  Leading  Specialities  for 
the  Season. 

GREGSOM'S  PATENT  SPRING  CLASP,  for  fishing  rod  joints, 
will  save  you  endless  trouble  and  anxiety.  By  the  use  of  these  clasps 
the  joints  cannot  turn,  the  rings  are  always  in  a  straight  line,  and  the 
joints  cannot  come  out.  Simple  to  fit.  //•  per  set,  post  free,  or  send 
us  your  rod  with  postal  order,  value  1/6,  and  we  will  fit  the  clasps  and 
return  by  next  post. 

GREGSON'S  2. PIECE  TAKE-OOWN  NET  STAFF,  with  the 
patent  clasp,  is  ahead  of  aU  others;  weU  finished,  and  only  occupies  half 
the  room  of  others.    ^/6,  post  free. 

GREGSON'S  COLLAPSIBLE  LANDING  NET,  the  best  and  only  net 
of  this  description  on  the  market.    12/6  complete.    Salmon  size,  17/6, 

THE  GREGSON  BAG,  suitable  for  anglers,  shooters,  cyclists,  tourists,  and 
all  sportsmen,  post  free,  2/^ 


GREGSON  &  CO.,  Fishing  Tackle  Maimers, 

BX^ACKBURNT.  '  Tel.  0828. 


THE  NEW  CORRUGATED 

BOTTOM   GALVANIZED  STEEL  PUNT 

(Recommended  by  ''John  Biekerdyke.") 

A  CHILD  CAN 
PUNT  IT. 

It  never  leaks ;  never  gets 
water-logg-ed. 

Do  not  purchase  an  obsolete 
wooden  punt. 

Size  of  Steel  Punt, 
13  ft.  6  in.  X  4  ft.  6  in. 

Ppiee  JBT 


lOs. 

Plumassier  to 


PERCY  WADHAM  I  the  Royal  Family, 

N^ew^oi^t,  Isle  of  Wi^lit. 


Trout  Fishing 

FORTY  MINUTES  FROM  LONDON. 
ONE  OR  TWO  RODS  TO  LET. 
SEVEN  MILES  OF  STREAM,  PERHAPS  AS 
WELL  STOCKED  AS  ANY  IN  ENGLAND. 
ALL  FISHABLE. 

TROUT  AVERAGE  NEARLYONE  POUND. 

Comfortable  Quarters  close  to  water. 
For  particulars  apply  to  "MANAGER," 
ICKLEFORD   FISHERY,   HITCHIN,  HERTS. 


BEWARE 


of  People  assuming:  and  trading:  In  the  name 
of  Ogrden.  AYOID  disappointment  by 
dealing   at  the  old-established  shop. 


JAMES  OGDEN 


PRACTICAL  ANGLER,  AND  MANUFACTURER  OF 
DOBHAM  RAHCER  EVERY  DESCRIPTION  OF  FISHING  TACKLE. 

Maker  of  High'Ciass  Salmon,  GHtse,  and  Trout  Rods. 


JatK  Seon 


The  Best  and  most  Artistic  Fly  Dressers  known  are  in  the  employ  of  JAMES  OQDEN. 

Jas.  Ogden's  "Multum  in  Parvo"  Fly  Rod,  21/- 

A  BETTER  FLY  ROD  IS  BEYOND  THE  ART  OF  ROD  MAKING.   SENT  ON  APPROVAL  FOR  INSPECTION. 

IMPORTANT  CAUTION. 

The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  i/n  the  Fishing  Tackle  Business 

Telephone  27YS.  Cheltenham,  Telegrams:  "James  Ogden." 
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THE  SILVER  TROUT  ANGLING 
SOCIETY. 


ANNUAL  DINNER. 


[ 

Thk  Silver  Trout  Angling  Society  is  one  of  the 
ippidest  in  London,  and  on  Tuesday  at  the  Nag's 
Head,  Covent  Garden,  the  members  held  their 
forty-third  annual  dinner,  under  the  presidency  of 
Mr.  H.  Hazeal. 

The  commodious  club-room,  the  walls  of  which 
are  adorned  by  many  a  fine  specimen  fish,  was  well 
filled  with  members  and  visiters,  amongst  whom 
were  Mr.  T.  Crumplen{"  Old  Izaak"),  Mr  R.  Love 
Mr.  A  R  Welton,  Mr.  J.  Wheehouse,  representing 
the  Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Mr.  F.  H.  Amph- 
lett,  Mr.  Davis,  Mr.  F.  WUliams,  Mr.  Parnell,  Mr 
Sam  Isaacs,  Mr.  F.  R.  Bennison,  Mr.  H.  Poole  (vice- 
chairman),  and  Mr.  Chas.  Pettit  (hon.  secretary). 
The  host  Mr.  F.  Penfold,  provided  an  excellent 
dmner,  which  was  much  appreciated,  and  reflects 
credit  upon  all  who  were  associated  with  it  In 
addition  the  hostess  presented  a  magnificent  rose  to 
the  company. 

The  Chairman,  in  a  happy  but  brief  speech, 
proposed  the  toaat  of  the  evening,  Silver  Trout  " 
He  expressed  the  great  pleasure  he  had  in  occupy- 
ing the  chair  at  their  festive  gathering,  and  con- 
gratulated the  members  upon  the  fine  show  of  fish 
they  exhibited  on  their  walls.  The  past  season  had 
not  been  as  good  as  usual  in  regard  to  sport,  but 
he  thought  the  SUver  Trout  A.S.  had  done  as  well 
as  other  clubs.  He  wished  the  society  every  success 
m  the  commg  season  and  prosperity  in  the  future 
(Cheers.) 

Mr    Chas,  Pettit,  the  hon.  sec,  in  responding, 
said  he  had  to  congratulate  the  members  of  the 
society  upon  attaining  their  forty-third  year  Com- 
parisons were  odious,  but  to  one  who  had  been 
connected  with  the  Silver  Trout  almost  from  its  com- 
mencement, occasions  like  the  present  brought  back 
to  niemory  very  forcibly  many  of  its  predecessors,  as 
well  as  the  past  history  of  the  club.    It  has  passed 
through  many  vicissitudes,  but  I  find  that  the 
position  of  our  society,  both  as  regards  members  and 
finance,  compares  very  f  avou.  ably  with  past  seasons. 
Ihe  club  has  forty  members.    This  is  not  a  large 
number,  but  a  finer  body  of  disciples  of  the  great  Sir 
Izaak  It  would  be  imposaibleto  find,or  a  club  in  which 
the  ties  of  friendship,  unity  and  concord  are  so 
haply  blended.    (Cheers.)    The  past  season  so  far 
as  takes  of  fish  are  concerned  has  been  below  the 
average,  but  this  has  been  entirely  due  to  the 
chmatic  conditions  which  have  prevailed    but  I 
trust  the  season  which  lies  ahead  will  yield  fuller 
baskets.    Prizes  to  the  value  of  £22  Ts.  have  been 
won  during  the  past  year,  and  there  wfis  a  very 
bright    financial    prospect  for  the  coming  one 
(Cheers.)  I  must  m  conclusion  say  I  am  glad  to  see 
present  amongst  us  to-night  an  old  member— Mr 
If .  H  Amphlett— who  I  had  the  pleasure  of  electing 
twenty  years  ago.    I  also  am  pleased  to  see  present 
(HearhearT^       representing  the  angUng  Press. 

The  chairman  then  presented  the  prizes,  the 
principal  winners  being  Mr.  R.  Love,  four  prizes 
and  silver  cup;  Mr.  J.  Smith,  six  prizes;  Mr.  A 
Taylor,  four  prizes.  The  following  were  also  prize- 
wmners :  Messrs.  A.  Ashbee,  F.  Williams,  H  Taylor 

r  .  t'  ^""V  i-  best  carp  and 

the  best  bream),  S.  Fresco,  A.  Saalfield,  W.  E. 
Phillips,  H.  Poole  and  H.  Phillips. 

Mr.  R.  Love  then  proposed  the  toast  of  the 
visitors.  As  he  rose  from  his  seat  he  met  with  a 
rousing  reception,  which  showed  that  he  was  a  very 

ffi    l,^°°^?'^lu''^*^^  ^e  said  that 

although  he  had  the  pleasure  of  proposing  the  toast  of 
the  visitors  the  hour  was  rather  late,  and  he  would 
not  detam  them  long.  The  toast  was  one  which  wa,  of 
the  sincerest  character.  It  was  one  which  was  next  in 

Z^°f  -  V^^  The  members  of 

the  club  hailed  with  the  greatest  pleasure  visitors, 

Tronf  A  «   Tu**  ^^^^  °f  the  Silver 

A*  ^^^y  always  be  welcome. 

hp^^fV  ^  response,  said  that  the  visitors 

«T"f  i^.^^y^^^  hospitality  which  had 
been  extended  to  them,  and  they  hoped  to  be  there 
Mr  1^"^  occasion,  as  it  was  an  excellent  society. 
ch^r'Jj  ;f  ™Phlett.  in  proposing  the  toast  of  the 
in  hZT  ^'^^I"'?-^^^.''-'^^'^'  congratulated  the  club 
Th»  ?  v?  ^,  the"-  chiefs  two  such  excellent  men. 
Ihe  club  really  required  a  strongman  (cries  of  '<  We 
H?J1  ""T  h  ^'i?  ^®  congratulated  the  society  upon 
t  tlTt  .Mr.  Pettit  had  referred  to  his  belonghig 
Mr  Pr^^^f  ^^r''*^  y^^^'  ^So.  On  that  occasion 
^  Freddy  Williams  proposed  him  as  a  member, 

onlv  tno^ir''^^*^.'''"'^'^  «°  ^g^i"^  he  would  be 
only  too  pleased  to  rejoin  the  society.    He  believed 

a^d  he'Tn?  ^°"''i';Ph«ld  the  presligeof  the  club. 

"mostappre"iatioV°"'  "^^^'^  ^'"^'^'^ 


Mr.  H.  flazeal.  in  response,  thanked  those  present 
for  the  very  encouraging  manner  in  which  they  had 
received  the  toast.  He  had  tried  to  do  his  best  for 
the  society,  and  would  continue  to  do  so. 

During  the  course  of  the  evening  an  excellent 
programme  was  carried  through  under  the  able 
direction  of  Mr.  George  Warwick. 
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clas.ses  concorned,  so  that  the  increase  might  not 
press  too  heavily  upon  individuals,  and  at  Mr. 
Tinniswood's  suggestion  a  Special  Committee  was 
appointed  to  go  into  the  question.  The  matter 
requires  very  careful  consideration,  and  it  may  bo 
said  with  confidence  that  any  cihango  which  had 
the  effect  of  destroying  the  angling  a,ssociation 
would  prove  in  the  end  a  costly  blunder.— Cor^isfe 
Journal. 


The  monthly  meeting  of  the  executive  committee 
took  place  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  J.  A.  Chisholme 
presidmg,  the  members  present  being  Messrs.  C  H 
Wheeley  (vice-chairman),  W.  H.  Barber  (Anglers' 
Association),  A.  Drinkwater,  A.  J.  Dryland  G  H 
Gordon,  H.  Pinoott-Hill,  H.  Warren,  J.  V.  Eyre 
(secretary). 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  having  been 
read,  confirmed,  and  signed,  a  statement  was  read 
as  to  receipts  and  expenditure,  the  bank  pass  book 
being  presented  for  inspection. 

Amongst  the  subjects  dealt  with  was  the  selection 
of  date  upon  which  to  hold  the  society's  annual 
meeting,  June  2  being  decided  upon. 

The  matter  of  netting  and  obtaining  fish  for 
restocking  purposes  from  the  various  reservoirs 
now  under  control  of  the  Water  Board  was  con- 
sidered, a  suggestion  having  been  made  that  there 
should  be  a  more  systematic  course  pursued  to 
obtain  nettings  each  season  for  restocking  the 
river  with  fish  from  the  reservoirs,  which  have 
been  drawn  from  the  river  either  as  spawn  or  fry, 
and  consequently  depletes  the  fishery.  It  was 
decided  that  the  notice  boards  with  copies  of  bye- 
law's  thereon  appertaining  to  the  fishery  be  reno- 
vated and  distributed  as  in  previous  years.  The 
appeal  to  the  various  riverside  authorities  has 
resulted  in  replies  having  been  received  to 
the  effect  that,  whilst  all  are  in  sympathy 
with  the  work  and  objects  of  the  society, 
they  are  not  empowered  to  make  grants  towards 
the  society's  funds.  The  proposed  distribution  of 
the  illustrated  handbills  drawing  attention 
to  the  principal  points  of  distinction  between 
small  chub  and  dace  ;  was  dealt  with,  the 
chaurman  receiving  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
for  his  kindness  in  having  these  useful  hints 
printed  at  his  personal  expense.  Copies  can  be 
obtained  from  the  secretary,  and  a  distribution  will 
take  place  during  the  season  on  the  river. 

The  river-keepers'  reports  showed  that  careful 
supervision  had  been  maintained,  and  fish  which  had 
been  washed  out  by  floods  returned  to  the  river. 


EDEN  FISHERY  BOARD. 


The  Eden  Fishery  Board  discussed  recently  a 
matter  which  is  of  great  moment  to  all  who  are 
interested  in  angling  as  a  sport  in  this  district 
Ihe  finances  of  the  Board  are  getting  into  an  unsatis- 
factory state  owing  to  a  large  decrease  of  revenue 
and  the  Watching  Committee  recommended  that 
in  order  to  make  ends  meet  some  of  the  licence 
duties  should  be  increased.  They  proposed  that  the 
licence  of  the  coops  at  Warwic'<  Hall  and  C(5rby 
should  be  raised  from  £5  to  £10,  that  every  drift 
or  hang-net  above    the    North    British  Railway 
Bridge  should  be  charged  £4  instead  of  £5,  that 
salmon  licences  for  the  whole  district  should  be 
increased  from  21s.  to  30s.,  and  that  salmon  licences 
for  the  district  above  Armathwaite  Bridge  should  be 
raised  from  15s.  to  21s.    These  proposals  encoun- 
tered strong  opposition.    The  most  important,  as 
Mr.  Maclnnes  said,  is  that  for  raising  the  price  of  the 
salmon  rod  licences.    He  remarked  that  the  addi- 
tional charge  would  "  bring  in  a  considerable  sum 
of  money  which  would  be  very  valuable,"  but  that 
argument  was  based  on  the  assumption  that  the 
nmnber  ofl  ieences  issued  did  not  suffer  serious  re- 
duction ;  and  Mr.  Sharp,  the  representative  of  the 
Carhsle  Angling  Association,  gave  good  reasons  for 
supposing  that  this  assumption  could  not  be  safely 
made.     He  declared  that  the  proposed  increase 
would  practically  kill  the  Carhsle  Angling  Associa- 
tion, and  if  that  result  were  to  follow  the  Eden 
Fishery  Board  would  lose  more  than  they  would 
gain  in  a  financial  sense,  and  they  would  at  the 
same  time  drive  off  the  river  a  large  number  of 
anglers  whom  they  ought  to  encourage.    Of  late 
years  the  amount  of  the  association  water  has 
been  considerably  decreased,  and  it  is  scarcely 
reasonable  to  charge  this  class  a  prohibitive  price 
for  their  tickets  when  they  are  getting  less  chance 
of  sport,  unless  it  can  be  satisfactorily  established 
that  the  additional  revenue  cannot  fairly  be  obtained 
in  any  other  way.    Mr.  Sandeman  observed  very 
sensibly  and  reasonably  that  the  Board  ought  to 
try^to  hit  upon  some  plan  which  would  distribute 
the  increased  burden  evenly  over  the  different 


THETFORD  ANGLERS'  "SOCIAL." 

The  Anchor  Hotel  was  the  rendezvous  of  a 
pleasant  social  evening  recently,  when  the  members 
of  the  Thetford  and  District  Anglers'  Society 
assenibled  for  the  presentation  of  the  prizes  won  in 
the  pike  competition  and  for  specimen  fLsh  taiken 
during  tlie  season.  Mr.  A.  J.  Winter  pres  ded 
and  presented  the  prizes. 

Before  presenting  the  prizes,  the  chairman,  in 
the  course  of  some  brief  remarks,  said  he  thought 
the  fishing  of  the  past  year  had.  on  the  whole,  been 
very  good.  They  were  a  very  young  society  as 
yet,  but  he  hoped  they  would  prove  their  value  each 
year  by  the  increasing  weight  of  the  fish  caught.  He 
then  presented  the  prizes  to  the  following  : — For 
pike,  Messrs.  King,  Randall,  and  Keymer  ;  perch, 
Mr.  Taylor  ;  roach,  Messrs.  Campkin,  Hewlett,  and 
Taylor  ;  dace,  Mr.  W.  Scott. 

A  variety  of  toasts  was  then  submitted  to  the 
cornpany,  interspersed  with  which  were  some 
capital  songs.  Gramophone  selections  from  an 
instrument  supplied  by  Mr.  J.  G.  Brown  also  con- 
tributed to  the  harmony  of  the  evening. 

Mr.  King  replied  to  the  toast  of  the  prize-winners. 
Mr.  C.  H.  Peacock,  the  host  of  the  Anchor 
responded  on  behalf  of  the  toast  of  the  "  Donors 
of  the  Prizes."  He  considered  the  river  a  most 
valuable  asset  of  the  town,  and  he  ventured  to  say 
that  since  they  had  a  club  the  river  had  improved. 
It  was  a  lovely  river,  and  with  a  little  money  spent 
upon  It  could  be  made  a  credit  to  Thetford  and 
the  surrounding  districts.  The  more  visitors  it 
attracted,  the  more  money  would  be  spent  in  the 
town.  Continuing,  he  expressed  the  hope  that  they 
would  get  the  Mundella  Act  applied  to  Norfolk 
rivers.  Only  the  other  day  he  heard  of  a  perch 
scaling  2ilb.  that  had  been  taken  out  of  the  Ouse 
during  what  should  be  the  close  season. 

The  health  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
(Mr.  J.  G.  Brown)  and  the  hon.  secretary  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Hannant)  was  proposed  by  the  chairman,  and  was 
drunk  enthusiastically,  musical  honours  being 
accorded. 

In  responding,  Mr.  J.  G.  Brown  said  their  thanks 
were  more  than  he  deserved,  but  they  could  not 
speak  too  highly  of  the  good  qvialities  of  the  secre- 
tary— of  his  enthusiasm  for  the  fishing,  and  for  the 
welfare  of  the  society.  He  thought  they  could 
congratulate  themselves  upon  the  work  of  the  past 
season.  It  was  their  first,  but  he  was  positive  the 
conditions  for  fishing  would  be  very  much  improved 
for  next  season. 

Mr.  Hannant  also  responded. 

The  chairman  remarked  that,  as  they  were  in- 
formed the  Commissioners  were  coming  down  to 
discuss  the  close  time  proposal  with  the  Conserva- 
tors, probably  before  the  annual  meeting  of  their 
society,  he  would  propose  now  "  that  this  meeting 
of  the  Thetford  and  District  Anglers'  Society 
heartily  approve  of  the  close  season,  and  of  the  action 
of  the  Conservators." 

The  resolution  was  carried  imanimously. 
The  final  toast  was  the  health  of  the' chairman 
which  was  submitted  by  Mr.  J.  G.  Brown.  Mr.' 
Winter,  he  said,  was  an  enthusiastic  fisherman, 
who  had  the  interests  of  the  society  at  heart  and" 
whose  advice  had  been  very  u.seful  to  the  committee 
on  several  occasions.  The  toast  was  accorded 
musicalhonours. 


NORWAY   WEATHER  REPORTS. 

Letters  from  independent  sources  received  lately 
indicate  that  the  mountains  have  been  coated  with 
an  excessive  fall  of  snow  since  the  beginning  of  tho 
year,  and  a  recent  letter  from  the  Trondhjem  dis- 
trict indicates  that  the  ice  is  still  on  the  rivers 
while  a  Mandal  district  letter  indicated  that  the  ice 
was  breaking  up  in  that  district,  but  that  the  supply 
of  snow  on  the  hills  was  still  above  the  average 
Telegrams  indicate  that  the  weather  all  over,  from 
the  South  in  the  Mandal  and  Arendal  districts  up 
to  the  Namsos  district,  has  lately  been  cold  and  dry 
From  this  we  may  take  it  as  a  satisfactory  indica- 
tion that  the  melting  of  the  snow  has  not  yet 
commenced.  We  do  not  want  too  mild  a  May.  and 
if  the  present  conditions  continue  for  anotheip  'fort- 
night, prospects  for  a  satisfactory  flood  at  the  right 
time  are  quite  good.  James  Dowell 

Lumley  House.  ' 
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Jottings  by  the  Way. 


Bloom'd  the  pied  wind-flowers,  and  ttdips  tall. 
And  narcissi,  the  fairest  among  them  all. 
Who  gaze  on  their  eyes  in  the  stream's  recess 
Till  they  die  of  their  own  dear  loveliness  ; 
And  the  naiad-like  lily  of  the  vale. 
Whom  youth  makes  so  fair  and  passion  so  pale. 
That  tlie  light  of  its  tremulous  bells  is  seen 
Through  their  pavilions  of  tender  green. 

— Sheli^y. 


"Highbury"  Anglers  at  Dinner. 
The  fortieth  annual  dinner  of  this  very  flourish- 
ing society  was  held  on  Wednesday  evening, 
April  29,  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Bedford- 
square.  The  chair  wm  occupied  by  Mr.  Wm. 
Senior,  and  the  vice-chair  by  Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham. 
An  excellent  dinner  was  served  by  Host  and  Hostess 
Martin ;  a  really  admirable  programme  of  music, 
song,  and  recitation,  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Arthur  C.  Chapman,  was  thoroughly  enjoyed,  and 
the  speeches  and  full  particulars  of  the  doings  of 
the  "Highburys  "  will  appear  in  our  next  issue. 

"The  Thames  in  Flood  1" 

How,  when,  and  where  ?  See  daily  papers.  I 
have  just  heard  this  (Thursday)  morning  that  not 
only  at  Windsor,  Eton,  Henley,  Chertsey,  Taplow, 
Bom-ne  End,  Cookham,  Bray,  and  many  other 
places  on  the  Thames,  that  the  river  is  in  flood. 
Also  that  at  Northampton  many  of  the  roads  are 
submerged,  while  at  Towcester  the  High-street  has 
become  a  raging  torrent.  .  .  .  Furniture  can  bo 
seen  floating  about  the  streets,  and  motor-cars 
have  been  drawn  through  the  town  by  cart  horses. 


Reminders. 

On  Saturday  evening.  May  2,  the  Lychnobites 
will  dine  at  the  Horseshoe  Hotel,  Tottenham  Court- 
road,  under  the  presidency  of  Councillor  G.  T. 
Wilker 

»  *  *  * 

On  the  same  evening,  the  Stockwell  anglers 
will  dine  at  the  Perseverance  Hotel,  Vassal-road, 
Brixton. 

•  *  *  * 

On  Tuesday.  May  5,  the  "Clarence"  Piacatorials 

will  dine  at  the  Clarence  Hotel,  Old  Brorapton- 

road,  S.W. 

'         •  *  *  * 

On  Wednesday  evening.  May  6,  at  the  Holborn 
Town  Hall,  the  "  Ariel  Quartette"  (Messrs.  Cribb. 
Langton,  Ward,  and  Haddon)  will  give  a  grand 
Bohemian  Concert.  Nearly  every  angling  club  in 
London  will  be  represented ;  and,  to  ensure  a  seat, 
be  in  time  for  the  opening — 7.45  sharp. 


Franco-British  Exhibition,  1908. 

In  honour  of  the  French  Minister  of  Commerce 
and  Industry,  Monsieur  Cruppi  (under  whose 
patronage  the  French  section  of  the  Franco-British 
Exhibition  has  been  placed),  and  Monsieur 
Gambon,  the  French  Ambassador,  a  luncheon 
will  be  given  at  the  Grand  Restaurant  in  the 
grounds  of  the  exhibition  on  Friday,  May  8.  The 
Duke  of  Argyll,  Lord  Derby,  and  the  members  of  the 
Executive  aJad  Finance  Committees,  are  inviting  a 
large  company  of  distinguished  people,  including 
representatives  of  the  leading  French  and  English 
iournals,  to  meet  their  excellencies ;  and  during 
the  morning  the  guests  will  have  an  excellent 
opportunity  of  inspecting  the  exhibits  in  the  various 
bu  Idings.  

A  Little  Bestiary. 
Heavy  is  the  cow's  low  in  a  strange  fold. — Gaelic. 
The  worst  cow  in  the  fold  lows  the  loudest. — Oaelic. 
The  loudest  bummer's  no  the  best  bee. — Scots. 
Loud  cackle,  little  egg. — English 
Alligator  lay  egg,  but  him  no  fowl. — Jamaican. 
When  the  hen-roost  thrives  not,  neither  will  what's 

better. — Scots. 
Lazy  as  Ludlam's  dog  :  he  laid  his  head  agamst  the 

wall  to  bark  — English. 
The  idle  man  would  put  the  cat  on  the  fire. — Oaelic. 
She'll  wipe  the  plates  with  the  cat's  tail  (a  slat- 
tern).— Erse. 
One  chafer  knows  another. — Erse. 
A  mother  is  like  the  cow  which  sustains  a  family  in 

time  of  drouth. — Basuto. 
Everything  in  due  season,  and  the  jackdaw  m 

August. — Macedonian. 
There  is  no  smoke  in  the  lark's  house. — English. 
The  lark  doesna  need  brogans  [shoes]  to  climb  the 

stairs  of  the  sky. — Scots.  ,  , 

I  would  rather  cry  with  the  plover  than  laugh  with 

the  dog. — Irish. 
Folly  is  a  bonnie  dog,  but  an  ill  ane. — Scots. 

 Miss  Beatrice  Chambers  in  the 

Animal  World. 


Angling  During  the  Close  Season. 
An  agitation  is  being  carried  on  in  the  French 
angling  papers  with  a  view  to  the  legalisation  of 
Sunday  fishing  during  the  close  season.  One  reason 
advanced  by  those  in  favour  of  this  unsportsmanlike 
measure  is  that  fish  do  not  feed  while  spawning,  and 
consequently  the  presence  of  baited  hooks  in  the 
water  could  do  them  no  harm.  The  plea  is  scarcely 
an  honest  one.  A  correspondent  of  Le  Pecheur 
proposes  that  a  special  tax  should  be  levied  on  all 
anglers  fishing  during  spawning  time,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds devoted  to  restocking.  All  fish  caught  in 
spawn  or  milt  would  have  to  be  at  once  returned 
to  the  water,  whether  caught  during  the  close  season 
or  not. 


St.  Bride  Institute,  London,  E.C. 


The  Very  Latest. 

"  Let  me  see  some  of  your  black  kid  gloves,"  said 
a  lady  to  a  shopman.  "  These  are  not  the  latest 
style,  are  they  ?  "  she  asked,  when  the  gloves  were 
produced.  "  Yes,  madam,"  replied  the  shopman; 
"  we  have  had  them  in  stock  only  two  days."  "I 
didn't  think  they  were,  because  the  fashion  paper 
says  black  kids  have  tan  ptitches,  and  vice 
versd.  1  see  the  tan  stitches,  but  not  the  vice  versd." 
The  shopman  explained  that  vice  versd  was  French 
for  seven  buttons,  so  she  bought  three  pairs. — 
Detroit  Free  Press. 


Right. 

"jiT  costs  more  to  live  than  it  did  years  ago," 
said  the  man  who  complains.  "  Yes,"  answered 
the  man  who  enjoys  modern  conveniences,  "  but  it's 
worth  more." — WO'^hington  Star. 


The  Navy  League  Journal  for  May  contains 
articles  on  "  British  Seamen  for  British  Ships," 
"  The  Future  of  tho  Navy,"  "  The  Navies  of 
Europe,"  "The  Loss  of  the  Tige>;"  "German 
Naval  Notes,"  "  A  Now  Naval  Defence  Act," 
Reviews  of  Naval  Works,  Branch  Information,  and 
other  matters  of  interest,  illustrations,  etc. 


The  Happiest  Hour. 

He  :  "  Do  you  remember  the  night  T  proposed  to 
you?"  She:  "Yes,  dear."  He:  "We  sat  for  one 
hour,  and  you  never  opened  your  mouth."  She: 
"  Yes,  I  remember,  dear."  He  :  "  Ah,  that  was  the 
happiest  hour  of  my  life." — Catholic  Mirror. 


J.  V.  Eyre  (Chertsey),  Secretary. 


Publican  :  "  And  how  do  you  like  being'married, 
John  ?  "  John  :  "  Don't  like  it  at  all."  Publican  : 
"  Why,  what's  the  matter  wi'  she,  John  1  "  John  : 
"  Well,  first  thing  in  the  morning  it's  money,  when 
I  goes  'ome  to  my  dinner  it's  money  again,  and  at 
supper  it's  the  same.  Nothing  but  money,  money, 
money  !  "  Publican  :  "  Well,  I  never  !  What  do  she 
do  wi'  all  that  money  ?  "  John  :  "  I  dunno.  I  ain't 
given  her  any  yet." — Punch. 


"I  MUST  confess,"  growled  the  dissatisfied  tourist, 
"  that  I  can't  see  why  so  many  people  want  to 
come  here.  No  scenery,  no  amusements,  no  good 
things  to  eat — absolutely  no  attractions  !  "  "  Ah, 
signer,"  said  the  innkeeper,  "?ey  come  because  we 
'ave  ze  gr-ran'  label  to  stick  on  ze  luggage." 

Dragnet. 


CHUB  OR  DACE? 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  handbill  issued  by  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society  for 
distribution  to  anglers  and  non-anglers  in  order  to  show  the  difference  between  chub  and  dace  : — 

THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION  SOCIETY. 
Patrons  .   .  H.M.  the  King.         H.R.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales. 


Dorsal  Fin. 


Ca\idal 
I'in. 


Puctoial  Kill.  Ventral  Fin.  ANAL  FIN. 

DACE  (Lcuciscus  vulgaris)  showing  the  Concave  Anal  Fin. 
Thames  Measurement  for  Sizeable  Fish — 6  inches. 


CHUB  {Lcuciscus  cephalus)  showing  the  Convex  Anal  Fin.  '. 
Thames  Measurement  for  Sizeable  Fish — 10  inches. 

{Illustrations  reproduced  through  the  courtesy  of  the  Editor  of  the  "Fishing  Gazette.") 


Frequently  during  the  summer  months  numbers  of  small  Chub  are  taken  by  means  of  Fly-fishing, 
and  are  killed  under  the  impression  that  such  Chub  are  Dace.  Through  the  kindness  of  the  Editor 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  we  are  able  to  point  out  the  distinguishing  feature  of  the  Chub  and  Dace,  and 
hope  it  will  be  the  means  of  preventing  such  mistakes  in  future. 

Attention  is  drawn  to  the  difference  in  the  shape  of  the  Anal  Fin  of  the  Dace  and  Ohub. 
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letters  to  the  Ebitor- 

iWe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opmions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

DRESSING  OF  THE  "HALF  STONE." 
Deak  Sib, — I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  any  of  your 
readers  can  give  me  the  above. — Yours  truly, 

S.  E.  Douglas. 

[There  are  various  di-essings  in  use  as  "  Half 
Stone  "  patterns.    I  think  the  original  was  dressed 
with  a  rusty  blue  cock's  hackle  for  wing — that  is, 
put  on  at  shoidder  of  fly — with  the  upper  half  of 
body  pale  mole's  fur  and  the  lower  half  primi-ose 
floss  silk,  and  whisks  or  tail  of  the  rusty  blue  cock's 
hackle.     I  should  think  I  spent  four  hours  hunt- 
ing for  the  dressing  in  books  on  angling,  and 
the  only  one  I  could  find  it  named  in  was  in  "  John 
Bickerdyke's "  capital   "  Book  of  the  AU-Roimd 
Angler."    He  gives  the  dressing  as  : — Body,  lower 
-  half,  primrose  floss  silk  ;    upper  half,  pale  mole's 
fur.    Hackle,  honey  dim  cock's  hackle.    Mr.  R.  S. 
Austen,  of  Tiverton,  makes  the  Half  Stone  with  an 
all  primrose  silk  body  and  a  dark  blue  hackle. 
Mr.  Hoarder,  of  Plymouth,  sends  me  one  of  the 
dressings  of  Soltau,  author  of  "  Trout  Flies  of 
South  Devon,"  with  a  medium  blue  hackle,  and 
body  like  that  first  mentioned  in  this  note.  Messrs. 
J.  Webber  and  Sons,  successors  to  E.  F.  Prickman, 
the  well-known  Exeter  fishing-tackle  maker,  sends 
me  the  following  dressing  : — Body,  squirrel's  fur 
mixed  with  a  little  marten  or  other  yellow  fur  spun 
on  yellow  silk,  ribbed  with  thick  yellow  silk  close  at 
tail,   with  more   space   between  towards  head. 
Hackle,  a  rusty  blue  cock's  hackle,  and  ditto  tail. 
Messrs.  Webber  had  such  a  run  on  this  favourite 
killer  at  Easter  that  they  were  sold  out.  I  have  seen 
the  fly  dressed  with  a  badger  hackle,  but  I  feel  sure 
the  original  was  a  rusty  blvie  game  ;   at  any  rate, 
that  was  the  fly  I  found  kill  well  in  the  seventies, 
on  the  Exe,  Barle,  Lyn,  etc.  What  does  Mr.  Rowe, 
of  Barnstaple,  say  is  the  correct  dressing  ?  Since 
writing  above  I  have  heard  from  Mr.  James  Rowe, 
the  well-known  fishing-tackle  maker  of  Barnstaple, 
who,  for  forty  years  or  more,  has  bred  birds  for  fly- 
tying,  and  hates  dyed  hackles.  He  says,  with  refe- 
rence to  the  dressing  of  the  Half  Stone:  "Many 
men,  many  flies.    I  send  you  a  small  book,  given 
me  flfty  years  ago,  in  which  is  a  fly  I  put  away  with 
some  others  you  could  copy,  very  good  patterns, 
and  I  keep  to  them.  On  the  sheet  is  the  pattern  of 
Half  Stone  of  Rev.  Collis  Brown  (late),  of  Kittisford, 
Wellington.    He  died  some  years  ago  ;  he  was  a 
breeder  of  fowls,  and  kept  all  his  patterns  for 
years.  I  got  you  once  to  sell  a  book  of  feathers  for 
him — honey  dims,  etc.,  every  shade.    I  also  show 
you  my  pattern,  as  I  now  make  it  ;  it  is  made  with 
wild  rabbit  fur  of  a  fawn  colour  mixed  with  blue 
fox  fur — I  enclose  some  immixed  and  some  mixed ; 
a  small    piece   of   the    correct    colour   silk  for 
ribbing,  and  it  was  to  be  fifteen  turns.    I  make 
also  the  Middle  Blue  and  other  flies  made  in  the 
fifties."  The  fifteen  turns  of  buttercup  silk  form  the 
lower  half  of  ]VIr.  Rowe's  fly,  with  the  mixed  dubbing 
for  upper  part,  and  a  medium  blue  hackle  at  shoulder. 
The  Rev.  Collis  Brown's  pattern  has  an  all-silk  body 
between  primrose  and  buttercup  colour,  and  quite 
a  light  blue  hackle.— Ed.] 


■  CORRECTIONS    FOR    THE   "  ANGLER'S 
DIARY"  AND  RIVER  DESECRATION. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  invitation  to 
readers  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  April  25  re  the 
Upper  Trent,  you  may  safely  cut  out  everything 
that  fifty  years  ago  was  the  delight  and  charm  of 
the  fisherman  from  where  the  affluent  of  the  Pottery 
towns  joins  it  near  Stoke-on-Trent  down  to  Great 
Haywood  (possibly  more  than  fifteen  miles  by  river 
course),  where  the  River  Sow  joins  its  waters.  Sixty 
years  ago  my  grandfather  rented  two  large  farms, 
a  smaller  one,  and  the  old  "  Pack  Horse  "  licensed 
house  in  the  delightf  ul  village  of  Sandon  (by  Trent), 
and  many  are  the  hours  I  have  spent  as  a  youth  in 
the  fertile  meadows  and  by  the  side  of  the  luxu- 
riantly-vegetated river,  watching  the  big  fish  flip- 
flop  in  its  sparkling  waters.  Now,  alas,  what  can  I 
say  of  it  ?  A  death-trap  to  every  fish,  flower,  and 
seg,  and  to  insect  life  in  its  myriad  forms ; 
the  once  beautiful  banks  are  now  an  oozing  mass  of 
stench-giving  mud.  Some  idea  may  be  formed  by 
the  fact  that  a  few  years  ago  a  large  farmer  friend  of 
mine,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Stone,  had  several 
dairy  cows  poisoned  by  drinking  the  polluted  waters, 
and  the  river  had  to  be  fenced  off  to  prevent  similar 
accidents.  Who  has  not  heard  of  the  ducal  palace 
of  Trentham,  the  ornament  and  pride  of  past  ages, 
now  standing  in  its  depletion  and  desolation,  a  prey 
to  the  cause  above  mentioned  ? 

True  it  is  that  after  great  pressure  from  without 
the  various  Pottery  towns  are  spending  vast  sums 
of  money  in  sewerage  works,  but,  judging  by  the 


increase  of  population  and  the  use  of  chemicals  in 
works  not  known  in  the  past,  it  is  too  much  to  hope 
that  the  river  will  ever  come  back  to  its  life-sustain- 
ing properties. 

Twenty  years  ago  I  lived 'quite  near  the  Trent, 
and  had  many  favoured  opportunities  of  fishing  on 
the  Shugborough  length  below  where  the  Sow  and 
Trent  join.  Pike  and  other  coarse  fish  were  then 
plentiful,  and  seemingly  not  affected  at  all.  How 
matters  stand  now  I  have  had  no  experience  of,  but 
possibly  members  of  the  Stoke-on-Trent  fishing  club 
might  be  able  to  say.  True  it  is  that  for  over  a 
year  I  have  held  a  very  generous  (but  at  present 
not  availed  of)  permit  from  the  Earl  of  Lichfield,  but 
his  lordship's  note  seems  to  imply  that  things  are 
not  as  they  used  to  be.  He  says,  "  As  to  the 
fishing  in  the  river  here,  I  fear  it  is  not  very  grand." 

Alas,  alas  !  The  beautiful  Trent  Valley,  traced 
by  its  group  of  noble  mansions,  its  neat  and  well- 
kept  farm  homesteads,  its  pleasant  cottage  dwellings, 
the  long  and  gentle  gradient  of  its  excellent  roads, 
its  luxuriant  meadows  and  broad  sweeping  hills  of 
grove  and  woodland,  possibly  unsurpassed  in 
England  from  Stone  to  Colwich — but  where  shall  we 
look  for  the  finishing  touch  of  Nature  ?  Alas, 
absent  is  the  pure  and  sparkling  stream  !  True  it 
is  that  beauty  with  its  alloy  remains  with  us,  and 
little  wonder  when  we  find  that  this  short  length  of 
our  island  home  is  boimd  together  by  such  ancestral 
homes  and  estates  as  Parker  Jervis,  historical 
Chartley,  late  Earl  Ferrers,  Harrowby  (Earl), 
Shrewsbury  (Earl),  Lichfield  (Earl),  and  Anglesea 
(Marquess),  with  that  of  Lord  Bagot  looming  in  the 
background. — Yours  trvily,  F.  S.  Pbrkin. 

[Will  the  editor  of  the  "  Angler's  Diary  "  kindly 
note  that  it  is  no  use  sending  anglers  to  the  district 
referred.  Think  of  Trentham — deserted  because  of 
the  river  being  turned  into  a  sewer  ! — Ed.] 

THE  "Y.  AND  E."  AUTOMATIC  REEL. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reference  to  Mr.  J.  Clay's  inquiry 
in  your  correspondence  columns  as  to  where  he  can 
obtain  a  "  Y.  and  E."  automatic  reel  in  this  country, 
we  beg  to  say  that  we  can  supply  him  with  one  from 
stock  on  receipt  of  postal  order  for  25s. — Yours  truly, 
Westley  Richards  ajstd  Co.,  Ltd. 

12,  Corporation-street,  Birmingham. 


THE  "Y.  AND  E."  AUTOMATIC  REEL. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  J.  Clay's  letter  in 
the  issue  of  April  25,  I  have  been  in  commimication 
with  Messrs.  Yawman  and  Erbe,  and  have  purchased 
two  of  their  automatic  reels — one  No.  1,  one  No.  2 — ■ 
also  one  automatic  combination  reel  (B),  the  two 
first-named  for  a  friend,  the  latter  for  myself.  In 
answer  to  my  question,  "  Could  their  goods  be 
bought  on  this  side  ?  "  they  wrote  under  date  of 
Feb.  8,  1908,  as  follows  :— 

"  At  present  we  have  no  agents  in  Europe  hand- 
ling our  reels,  but  are  in  communication  with  several 
firms,  and  have  no  doubt  will  make  satisfactory 
arrangements  shortly." 

In  case  Mr.  Clay  desires  one  of  the  "  Y.  and  E." 
automatic  combination  reels  he  must  not  ask  for 
Nos.  1  or  2,  priced  $5  and  $6  respectively,  or  he  will 
get  left  as  I  did  ;  these  are  the  sizes  and  prices  of 
the  "  Y.  and  E."  automatic  reel. 

The  "automatic  combination"  reel  is  made  in 
three  sizes,  and  styled  A,  B,  and  C.  The  A  size 
weighs  72OZ.  ;  capacity,  125  feet  No.  5  silk  line, 
and  winds  automatically  50  feet  without  rewinding, 
Drice  $7.  B  size  weighs  lloz.,  carries  300  feet 
No.  5  silk  line,  winds  automatically  90  feet,  price  $8. 
The  C  size  weighs  16oz  ;  capacity,  600  feet  No.  5 
silk  line,  winds  automatically  150  feet,  price  |9. 
The  foregoing  particulars  are  from  Messrs.  Y.  and 
E.'s  pamphlet,  now  before  me. 

I  shall  only  be  too  glad  to  give  any  further  parti- 
culars in  my  power,  as  I  am  indebted  to  the  Fishing 
Gazette  and  some  of  its  readers  for  many  useful 
hints. — Yours  truly,  J.  G.  Cowman. 

4,  Swiss-road,  Liverpool. 


YAWMAN  AND  ERBE'S  AtJTOMATIC  REELS. 

Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  IVIr.  J.  Clay's  inquiry  in 
your  issue  of  April  25,  we  beg  to  inform  him  that 
we  have  held  for  some  years  a  stock  of  Messrs. 
Yawman  and  Erbe's  automatic  reels.  We  are, 
however,  strictly  wholesale  manufacturers,  but  any 
of  the  well-known  tackle-dealers  would  procure  it 
from  us  for  him  if  he  made  application  to  them. — 
Yovu-s  faithfully,        S.  Allcock  and  Co.,  Ltd. 

Redditch. 


BADGERS  IN  ENGLAND. 
Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Hoarder's  letter  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  April  25  is  hardly  to  the  point.  There 
is  considerable  difference  between  the  deeds  he 
names  and  badger  baiting.  Also  I  would  wish  to 
point  out  that  it  is  for  the  masters  to  determine, 


and  not  the  keepers,  whether  badgers  are  to  be 
exterminated  or  not,  and  I  hope  no  owner  of  land 
would  allow  any  interesting  animal  to  become 
extinct  in  the  country. — Yours  truly, 

Landowner. 
[I  quite  agree  with  "Landowner."  I  should  be 
sorry  for  herons,  kingfishers,  otters,  or  badgers  to 
become  extinct.  The  old  cruel  "  badger  baiting  " 
was  very  properly  made  illegal,  aa  was  also  bull 
baiting. — Ed. J 


BADGERS  IN  ENGLAND. 
Dear  Sir, — I  rejoice  to  learn  that  Mr.  William 
Hoarder  ref  uses  to  fall  in  with '  'sentimental  humbug. " 
It  would,  however,  be  somewhat  to  the  point  if 
he  would  give  us  some  particulars  of  the  alleged 
damage  caused  by  this  persecuted  animal.  That 
keepers  are  ever  on  the  watch  to  destroy  it  is  only 
to  be  expected,  since  the  main  object  of  such  men  is 
to  kill  and  exterminate  all  living  things  other  than 
game.  It  seems  to  me  at  least  questionable  whether 
we  should  ever  have  heard  of  badgers  being  "  a 
nuisance,"  and  doing  "  a  lot  of  harm,"  but  for  the 
fact  that  their  destruction  provides  sport.  Is  this 
country  so  rich  in  natural  fauna  that  the  extermina- 
tion of  an  interesting  animal  like  the  badger  should 
be  siiffered  without  protest  ? — Yours  truly, 

PiSCATOR. 

[I  am  sure  Mr.  Hoarder  has  no  desire  for  the 
extermination  of  the  badger,  but,  like  pike,  they 
must  be  kept  down  if  they  get  too  numerous. — Ed.] 

FISHING  IN  NORTHUMBERLAND. 
Dear  Sir, — It  appears  to  me  that  some  of  your 
correspondents  are  biased  against  our  friend 
^'Double  T."  As  "Double  T"  himself  says, 
"  Trout  Angler  "  is  hardly  justified  in  making 
any  comment,  as  by  his  own  admission  he  has  never 
thrown  a  line  there,  and,  as  I  remarked  in  my 
previous  letter,  the  natives  there  scorn  the  idea  of 
coarse  fish.  I  have  fished  in  more  than  one  river, 
having  fished  the  Trent,  Derwent,  Severn,  and 
various  places  in  the  Midland  Counties,  but  I  never 
had  such  sport  in  any  of  those  places  as  I  had  in 
the  Till.  I  believe  I  pointed  out  in  my  last  letter 
that  I  had  not  fished  at  Wooler,  but  at  Ford  and 
Etal,  which  are  very  close  ;  and  there  is  a  great 
mistake  in  saying  that  the  river  bed  is  clay,  as  from 
personal  experience  I  found  it  to  be  extremely 
sandy,  having  fished  there  for  three  years— not  one 
as  misprinted  in  the  Fishing  Gazette — so  I  think  I 
am  fully  justified  in  taking  up  the  matter  on 
behalf  of  "  Double  T." — Yours  truly, 

Northumberland  Rover. 


FISHING  IN  NORTHUMBERLAND. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  more  than  once  written  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  on  the  sport  to  be  obtained  in 
the  most  northern  coimty  of  England,  and  have 
been  amused  at  some  of  the  letters  on  the  subject 
which  you  have  lately  published.  Will  some  of  the 
traducers  of  the  "  North  Countrie  "  be  good  enough 
to  tell  us  where  better  fishing  is  to  be  obtained  in 
England  or  Wales,  either  free  of  cost  or  at  merely 
nominal  charges,  and  I  have  no  doubt  others  of  your 
readers  will  be  as  deeply  grateful  to  them  as  will 
certainly  be — Yours  truly.  Lichen  Grey. 

A  SCOTTISH  LIBERAL'S  ("  RADICALOUS  ") 
IDEAS  OF  THE  RIGHTS  OF  PROPERTY. 
Dear  Sir, — In  to-day's  Scotsman  (April  29),  and 
in  the  report  of  the  meeting  of  the  Unionist  candi- 
date, Sir  George  W.  Baxter,  with  his  constituents, 
at  Dundee,  the  following  may  prove  of  interest  to 
those  who,  being  English  anglers,  do  not  yet, realise 
the  very  peculiar — and  interested — views  held  by 
those  who  wish,  throughout  Scotland,  free  fishing 
for  the  people,  and  no  less.  During  the  heckling 
which  followed  Sir  George's  address,' he  was  asked 
(in  a  -m-itten  question)  if  he  was  in  favour  of  free 
fishing  on  streams. 

He  replied  that  he  was  not  in  favoiu-  of  it,  as  all 
the  trout  in  those  streams  would  be  destroyed  in  a 
short  time. 

The  Elector  :  Can  you  tell  me  who  the  fish  belong 
to  ?  ^ 
Sir  George  Baxter  :  They  belong,  in  most  cases, 
to  the  proprietors  on  the  bank  of  the  river. 

The  Elector  :  Tliey  do  not.  sir.    They  belong  to 
them  that  catch  them,  or  ought  to  do  so. 
Comment  is  needless. — Yours  truly, 

E.  M.  ToD. 


TO  KEEP  THE  HANDS  WARM  AND  DRY. 

Dear  Sir, — It  is  some  years  ago  since  I  first 
drew  attention  in  the  coliumis  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
to  the  great  convenience  of  having  a  small  band  of 
india-rubber  on  the  rod  above  the  grip,  in  order  to 
divert  the  stream  of  rain  which  trickles  so  pro- 
vokingly  down  the  rod  on  a  wet  day,  to  eventually 
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The  Only 
Effkctitb 

INSECT 
REPELLER 

""which    Is    NOT  GREASY, 
N-POISONOUS.  PERFECTLY 
iMARniliESS,    EASILY  APPLIED, 
pleasant  and  refreshing  to  use 


Prepared  hy 

FRANK  A.  ROGERS,  327,  Oxford  St,  W. 


SALMON  ANGLING 

on  the  well-known  Spring 
Sainton  River,  the  THURSO, 

GROUSE  SHOOTING  AND 
DEER  STALKING. 

SOME  VACANT  RODS  ARE  TO  BE  LET 

from  now  till  the  eml  of  July,  rent  £17  per  week 
or  £60  per  month,  anil  all  Salmon  caught  by  him 
belong  to  the  angler. 

From  1st  March  to  19th  Api'il  of  this  year  lOS 
Salmon  have  been  taken  with  the  fly  (although 
several  Kods  have  been  vacant),  of  which  41 
weighed  10  lbs.  and  over,  and  of  these  26  weighed 
over  15  lbs.,  and  6  weighed  respectively  20,  24, 
21,  23,  22i,  and  20  lbs.,  all' clean  run  Salmon. 
One  angler  during  April  has  caught  33  salmon, 
although  he  was  al.)sent  for  several  days,  several 
weighing  above  20  pounds. 

Ample  accommodation,  ftiod,  and  attendance 
can  be  had  at  STRATHMORE  LODGE,  which  is 
on  the  river  side,  not  only  for  anglers,  but  for 
the  wives  and  children  of  some  of  them.  It  is 
situated  about  li  miles  from  Loch  ilore,  where 
there  is  a  very  large  dam  and  fish  pass,  wliich  has 
involved  an  outlay  of  upwards  of  two  thousand 
jxjunds  (£2,000),  and  which  can  supply  a  sutticient 
artificial  spate  to  take  up  Salmon  from  the  sea 
when  necessary. 

All  the  Saln)on  nets  of  every  kind  have  been 
removed  from  the  coast,  excepting  at  two  small 
stations,  from  Duncansbay  Head  to  Brims  Ness, 
a  distance  of  about  30  miles  by  the  windings  of 
the  coast  line. 

Five  Salmon,  weighing  respectively  17,  14,  8, 
7,  and  7  lbs.,  were  captured  by  a  single  sports- 
man last  Saturday,  and  three  were  taken  by  one 
rod  on  another  day,  one  of  which  weighed  23  lbs. 
One  sportsman  caught  35  Salmon  in  18  days,  and 
another  26  in  13  days,  total  catch  this  April  141 
Salmon,  weight  1576  pounds,  average  upwards 
of  11  pounds. 

Four  foot  bridges  and  four  luncheon  shelters 
are  being  constructed  on  the  river,  in  addition 
to  the  existing  stone  bridges.  Upwards  of  fifteen 
hundred  Salmon  were  caught  by  rods  and  fly  on 
the  Tliurso  in  one  year  during  the  time  in  which 
the  present  owner  has  possessed  the  exclusive 
right  of  Salmon  Fishing  on  the  Thurso. 

Anglers  leaving  London  at  8  p.m.  reach  Halkirk 
Railway  Station  at  2.30  p.m.  ne.xt  day,  a  Journey 
of  about  18  hours,  where  carriages  can  Ije  had  to 
Strathmore  Lodge,  a  distance  of  about  nine 
miles  on  a  good  county  road.  There  is  a  large 
orchestrion,  a  gramaphone,  a  pianoforte,  and  a 
good  billiard  table  at  Strathmore  Lodge.  Also 
telephone  communication  with  the  railway 
station  at  Altnabreae,  whence  the  messages  are 
forwarded  by  telegram  to  all  parts  of  the  world. 

Either  IHURSO  CASTLE  or  BRAAL  CASTLE, 
which  are  both  within  a  few  yards  of  the  river, 
would  be  LET,  each  with  one  or  two  Beats  of 
the  river.  There  are  40  bedrooms  in  the  former, 
and  26  in  tlie  latter.  The  RUMSDALE  SHOOT- 
INGS to  LET  with  LOCH  DHU  LODGE  con- 
taining 20  bedrooms,  billiard  table,  stone 
teiuiis  court,  gramaphone,  piano,  iSc.  Six 
hundred  brace  grouse  killed  last  year  and  10 
stags  same  land  this  year.  Rent  £950,  same  as 
last  year,  and  salmon  fishing  with  boat  on  Loch 
More.  More  than  1,000  trout  have  been  killed 
in  a  season  on  the  lochs  on  tliis  moor. 

Apply  to  Mr.  PETER  KEITH,  Thurso, 
Caithness. 


TONGUE  HOTEL 

SUTHERLAND. 

Under  Nevir  Management  from  28th  May,  1908. 
TO  BE  PRACTICALLY  REFURNISHED. 

Beautifully  situated  on  the  north  coast 
of  Sutherland,  in  one  of  the  best  districts 
of  that  famous  Fishing  County,  and 
amidst  some  of  the  finest  scenery  in  the 
Highlands.  Excellent  Brown  Trout,  Sea 
Trout,  and  Salmon  Pishing.  Posting  and 
Motor  Hiring.  Eoute :  Rail  to  Lairg, 
thence  by  Motor  Car. 

JOHN  MACKENZIE. 

Address  till  28th  May,  Railway  Hotel,  Tain  ; 
thereafter.  Tongue  Hotel,  Sutherland. 

MIDHUR8L  SUSSEX. 

TO  BE  LET, 

Well  Preserved 

TROUT  FISHING 

Within  easy  reach  of  stations.  Imme- 
diate possession. — Tho  Cowdbay  Estate 
Office,  Midhuest. 


ARMSTRONG  S 

MAY  QUOTATIONS, 

What  do  You  think 
of  this  Offer? 

On  receipt  of  remittance  or  banker's  reference 
any  four  of  the  rods  or  reels  quoted  below  will 
be  sent  carriage  paid  on  approval  If  unsatis- 
factory we  will  pay  the  carriage  back  and  refund 
money  in  full.  It  thus  costs  nothing  to  test  the 
value  offered,  and  seeing  and  trying  the  actual 
rod  is  better  than  reading  a  hundred  catalogues. 
Other  goods  than  rods  or  reels  will  be  exchanged 
if  not  approved. 

Fly  Rods,  lOi,  11,  and  12  ft.,  split  cane,  steel 
centre,  two  tops,  cork  grip,  rubber  button,  lock 
joints,  snake  rings,  perfect  balance  and  power 
our  own  make  throughout.   Usual  price,  £5  5s. 
present  price,  £3  5s. 

English  Split  Cane.  lOi  and  11  ft.,  cork  grip, 
rubber  button,  lock  joints,  lovely  finish,  in  2  or 
3  pieces,  with  spare  top,  40/-. 

Highest  class  American  Split  Cane,  lOj,  11,  and 
12  ft.,  snake  rings,  2  tops,  closely  whipped,  superb 
quality,  English  finish,  21/-. 

Lovely  split  icane  Brook  or  Lady's  Rod,  8  to 
10  ft.,  2  tops,  weight  4  to  6  ozs.,  charming  little 
weapon,  every  angler  should  have  one  for  small 
streams.    Usual  price,  £4  4».  ;  our  price,  42/-. 

The  same  rod  in  greenheart,  8  to  10  ft.,  H 
to  7  oz.,  32/6. 

Greenheart,  highest  (inality  Fly  Rods,  10{,  11 
and  12  ft.,  cork  or  pigskin  grips,  rubber  button 
snake  rings,  lock  joints,  best  Hnish  and  quality 
perfect  balance  and  action,  equal  to  anything  at 
50/-.    Price  30/-. 

Greenheart  Fly  Rods,  lOj^,  11,  and  12  ft.,  2  tops, 
snake  rings,  cork  grip,  well  finished,  grand 
action,  15/-. 

Greenheart.  lOj,  ll,  and  12  ft.,  1  top,  snake 
rings,  swelled  balanced  grip,  powerful  rods,  6/6. 
Salmon  Rods,  fine  greenheart,  double  cork 
rips,  2  tops,  lock  joints,  magnificent  balance  and 
action,  14  and  15  ft.,  45/- ;  16  and  18  ft.,  50/-. 

Strong  Greenheart  Salmon  Rods,  swelled  handle, 
good  finish,  1  top,  14  and  15  ft.,  10/0  ;  16  and  18 
ft.,  16/6. 

Bronzed  Rotary  Check  Reels,  revolving  plate 
2i  in.,  2/9;  2i  in.,  3/3 ;  2}  in..  4/- ;  3  in.,  6/-. 

Gun  Metal  and  Ebonite  Winch,  sunk  revolving 
plate,  drums  composed  of  pillars,  not  solid,  per 
forated  sides,  light  quick  winding,  2i  in.,  8/6 
2i  in.,  9/6  ;  3  in.,  12/6 ;  3i  in.,  14/-. 

Aluminium  Reel,  ebonite  back  plate,  the  lightest 
reel  and  the  most  beautiful  action  in  existence 
2+  in.,  12/6  ;  2J,  15/- ;  3  in.,  17/6  ;  Si  in.,  21/-. 

Salmon  Flies,  dressed  on  best  hooks,  with  the 
finest  materials,  best  tinsel  and  feathers.  All 
kinds,  5  to  10,  !/• ;  2  to  4,  1/3 ;  1  and  li,  1/6 
lo  to  4o,  1/9  each. 

Trout  Flies,  deadly  killers,  specially  dressed 
for  us  by  Scotch  gamekeepers,  1/3  per  doz. 

Loch  and  Sea  Trout  Flies,  1/6  per  dozen. 

Eyed  Floating  Flies,  the  deadliest  produced, 
1/9  per  dozen. 

Three  Good  Gut  Casts.  Strongest  salmon,  5/6 
each  ;  strong  salmon,  2/6  each  ;  grilse,  1/6  each. 

Finest  Trout  Casts,  Ix,  2x,  3x,  4x,  Sd.  each. 

Grand  Quality  Trout  Casts,  dead  fine,  fine,  and 
medium,  5(i.  each.    Remarkable  value. 

Devon  Minnows,  1  in.,  Wd.  ;  li  in.,  1/1  ;  2  in., 
1/4  ;  2i  in.,  1/8  ;  3  in.,  2/-. 

Phantom  Minnows,  2  to  3i  in.,  1/8  ;  3i  in.,  1/10 
4i  in.,  2/-. 

Best  Gut.  about  12  in,    Ix,  1/6  per  100  ;  2x,  3x 

2/6  per  100  ;  4x,  5x,  4/-  per  100. 

Good  Landing  Net,  4  ft.  cane  handle,  collapsilde 
:  ing  and  good  net,  2/9.  Ditto,  better  quality,  4/6. 

Hooks  to  fine  Gut  for  Trout,  any  size,  1/-  per 
doz.  Ditto  for  roach,  8d.  per  doz.  Best  Stewart 
ho<-iks,  1/3  per  doz. 

Best  Waterproof  Line,  absolutely  finest  quality, 
any  length  sent.  Strong  salmon,  5/6  ;  medium 
salmon,  4/6  ;  medium  trout,  3/6  ;  fine  trout,  3/-. 
Good  reliable  quality  ditto  :  strong  salmon,  3/6  ; 
medium  salmon,  2/6;  medium  trout,  1/9;  fine 
trout,  1/-.    All  per  20  yards. 

2-joint  Sea  Rod,  8  ft.,  snake  rings,  pulley  end, 
3/6. 

The  "Armstrong"  Sea  Rod,  9  ft.,  cork  butt, 
reenheart  top  piece.    Made  lighter  than  usual 
run,  for  flsh  up  to  4  or  5  lb.    Gives  grand  sport, 
15/-. 

Best  Sea  Rod,  8  and  9  ft.,  35/-. 

Fine  Wood  Reel,  removable  check,  3  in.,  5/9; 
4  in.,  8/6  ;  5  in.,  14/-. 

Wading  Stockings,  beautifully  light,  soft  and 
pliable,  sateen,  best  work  and  material.  Usual 
pi  ice,  27s.  ;  our  price,  17/6  per  pair. 

Ditto  Trousers.  Usual  price,  35/- ;  our  price,  25/- 

Strong  Twill  Stockings,  splendid  for  hard 
wear,  12/6. 

Ditto  Trousers,  19/9  per  pair. 

Leather  and  Canvas  Brogues,  very  strong,  to 
lace,  18/6  per  pair. 

State  length  of  foot  in  ordering  stockings,  &c. 

Get  our  List  of  Steel  Boats  and 
Punts  that  never  leak. 

Address  in  full ;— 

ARMSTRONG  &  CO., 

Sporting  Gun  Dept., 
115,  N'land  Street, 
NEWCASTLE'ON-TYNE. 


TO  DRY   FUY  FISHERS. 

MUCILIN 

(RKGISTERKD). 

The  Finest  Preparation  for  making  lines 
and  flies  to  float.  Solid  for  lines,  liquid 
for  flies.  Clean  and  easy  to  use. 
Will  not  injure  the  most  delicate  fibre  of 
Cotton,  Elax,  Silk,  or  'Wool  ;  neither  oil  nor 
varnish  line  proofings.  Finest  preparation  for 
dressing  pure  silk  lines  for  live  baiting  or  trolling. 

Sent  out  in  Tins  and  Bottles.  1/-  each. 

state  when  ordering  whether  Solid  or  Liqttiit. 


THOS.  ASPINALL 

(INVENTOR  AM)  ^OLE  WAKEU). 

Analytical  and  Manufacturing  Chemist, 

Carlton  Street  Chemical  Works,  BOLTON. 


KENNET  VALLEY  FISHERIES 

HUNGERFORO, 

Have  some  early 

RAINBOW  FRY 

For  Disposal  at  Low  Prices. 

ONE  VACANCY  FOR  A  ROD. 

Telegraphic  Address  :  "Fisheries,  Hungerford.' 


ROD  EL  AND  FIN  SB  AY. 

SOUTH  HARRIS, 

SALMONandSEA 
TROUT  FISHING, 

includiTig  the  well-known  Obbe  Lochs  ;  excellent 
hotel  accommodation.— Apply,  W.  B.  Mackie, 
116,  Hope  Street,  Glasgow. 


SALMON  FISHING. 

A  ROD  WANTED 

to  make  one  of  three  for  the  month  of 
August  next  on  a  splendid  Eiver  in 
Sweden.    Bag  for  August,   190C,  165 
Salmon.    Price  £75. — Apply, 
Wilkinson  &  Son,  47,  Bloomsbury 
Square,  London,  W.C. 


RAINBOW  FRY. 

50,000  FOR  SALE. 

All  fronn  Ova  of  3  and  4  lb.  Fish. 

Price  10/-  per  thousand. 

Cash  with  Order. 


App:y  MANAGER, 


Fario  Fishery,  Harrietsham,  Kent 


•floatane' 

(REQD.). 

For  Dry  Fly  Fishing 

'Floatane'  will  not  wash  off  and  leaves 
no  skim  on  the  water.   Flies  treated  will 
float  for  months. 

Testimonial  from  Capt.  the  Hon.  Reynolds  Moreton. 

20.  Dh.  HtHr  Street,  London,  Oct..  1904. 
I  have  found  your  ■  Fi.o.v  i  ank  '  the  very  best  preparation 
for  Dry  Fly  Fishing  1  Jjuve  ever  used.    I  shall  want 
another  supply  for  next  weuyon. 

Wliolesalc  from  the  Patentee  and  Manufacturer, 

WM.  DODOS,  7,  Eastgate,  Peebles 

Sample  Bottle  sent  on  receipt  of  8d. 


ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 


GRAND 

EMPIRE  CONCERT 

(Under  the  direction  of  Dr.  CHARLES  HARRIS) 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Victoria  League 
and  the  Empire  Education  Fund, 
SATURDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  23rd,  at  3. 
MADAME  ALBANI. 
MISS  ALYS  BATEMAN. 
MADAME  ADA  CROSSLEY. 

MR.  BEN  DA  VIES. 
SIR  CHARLES  SANTLEY. 
THE  ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY. 
THE  LONDON  SYMPHONY  ORCHESTRA. 
Prices :  Boxes,  4  Guineas,  3  Guineas,  and 
£1  lis.  6d.   Stalls,  10«.  6d.   Arena,  7«.  6d.  Bal- 
cony, reserved,  6s.  ;  unreserved,  3s.  Gallery,  Is. 

Tickets  may  be  obtained  at  the  Box  Office, 
Royal  Albert  Hall  ;  the  Secretary,  Victoria 
League,  Milibank  House,  2,  Wood  Street,  West- 
minster ;  and  of  IBBS  &  Tillett,  19,  Hanover 
Square,  W.  Telephone  :  "3129  Mayfair." 
Doors  open  at  2.    Carriages  at  6.30. 


Cast  yonr  Eye  on  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forwwd  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES, 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  as.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  13  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 

WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powers 

— having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle, 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 


WHITE  BROTHERS, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 
OMAOH.  IRELAND, 


4 1 


The  Largest  Trout  Breeding  Establishment 
in  Germany 

(500  hectares  of  drainable  ponds,  water  of  100  h.p. 
flows  through  the  establishment),  offers  at  a  very 
moderate  price 

BEST  RED  SPAWN  OF  RIVER  AND 
RAINBOW  TROUT 

from  naturally  kept  parent  flsh.    Sent  against 
cash  on  delivery.— F.  and  K.  Zibmsen,  Viereg- 
genhof  bei  Wismar  in  Meckl.,  Germany. 


H.  JOHNSON,  Gut  Merchant. 

Send  1/-  for  3  SAMPLE  CASTS,  3  yards  each, 
tapered,  fine,  medium,  and  strong,  and  see 
Quality. 

BEST   SELECTED  DRAWN   GUT,  3,  4,  and  5x, 

13  in.,  2/6  ;  1,1  in.,  3/- ;  18  in.,  4/-  per  100. 
BEST  UNDRAWN  GUT.  2x,  fine,  16  in.,  2/6; 

18  In.,  3/- ;  20  in.,  3/6  per  100. 
GUT    CASTS,   FIRST    QUALITY,  1  yard,  1/4; 

2  yards,  2/6  ;  3  yards,  3/6  per  doz. 
BEST    SOLID    PLAITED    ROACH    LINES,  per 

100  yards,  1/6  ;  BARBEL.  2/- ;  PIKE,  3/6. 
BEST    NOTTINGHAM    LOBS    AND    BAG.  3/4 

per  1,000.        I  THH  TRADE  SUPPLIED. 

155,  Waterway  Street,  Nottingham. 


LIVERPOOL 

Angling  Association. 

(Founded  1878). 


Headquarters:  DE  SIIFA'S  HOTEL, 
Queen  Square  and  St,  John's  Lane. 


TROUT  &  COARSE  FISHING. 

For  Particulars  of  Membership,  apply — 

HY.  L.  GOLDSMITH,  62,  Dale  Street. 


^  (^.-y(ALMONfiSHIN(r 

^  yto)  Instruction 

^HHL  HOW  TO  BE  ,5lblCCH55FUL 
eoji  free  \  HOW  TO  FLlEi.  j 

6^4    V  HOW  TO  UJE  THEM  / 

Hi■o^''/^fo^  X  WILL  TEACH  VOU  / 

•  MUCH,  y 


Pears 

No  impurity  in  Pears^ 
Soap. 

Economical  in  use 

It  wears  out  only  for  your 
cooifort  and  cleanliness. 

Sold  in  «very  land. 


May  2,  1908 
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find  its  way  up  the  sleeve  of  the  long-suffering 
angler  ;  and  in  the  latest  catalogue  of  the  Army 
and  Navy  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.,  I  see  that 
something  of  the  kind  has  now  been  brought  out 
\mder  the  name  of  "  The  Premier  Grip  Protector," 
as  though  it  were  a  new  invention.  It  is  more  than 
twenty  years  since  I  first  started  using  a  band  for 
this  purpose,  and  even  then,  though  I  had  not 
previously  seen  it  used  by  anyone  else,  I  don't 
suppose  the  idea  was  a  new  one  ;  but  it  is  curious 
to  see  it  now  figuring  as  original.  I  wonder  whether 
there  really  is  anything  n«w  under  the  sun  nowa- 
days ? 

A  very  useful  auxiliary  to  the  rubber  band  on  the 
rod  on  a  cold  winter's  day  is  a  waterproof  cuff  for 
the  wrist.  If  lined  with  wool  or  some  warm,  close  fur, 
and  made  just  tight  enough  at  one  end  to  enable  the 
hand  to  get  through  it  easily,  and  large  enough  at 
the  other  to  allow  of  its  being  drawn  up  over  the 
folded  sleeve  of  the  coat  or  waterproof,  it  will  tui'n 
a  wonderful  amovmt  of  rain  and  cold  wind,  and 
keep  the  hands  warm  and  arms  dry  when  almost 
nothing  else  will.  I  speak  from  many  years' 
experience  of  it,  both  for  fishing  and  shootmg, 
and  can  strongly  recommend  it  to  those  who  may 
not  have  tried  anything  of  the  sort.  It  far  sur- 
passes the  usual  wrist-strap  on  the  sleeve  of  the 
shooting-coat,  and  when  not  required  is  easily 
removed  and  stowed  away  in  the  bag  or  pocket. — 
Yours  truly.  Lichen  Grey. 

A  SUGGESTION  FOR  PREVENTING 
TROUT  POACHING. 
Dear  Sib, — "  F.  R.'s  "  suggestion  in  the  Scots- 
man that  the  sale  of  river  trout  should  be  made 
illegal  has  undoubtedly  "  hit  the  right  nail  on  the 
head."  It  would  strike  at  the  root  of  poaching. 
Men  do  not,  as  a  rule,  net,  dynamite,  or  lime  rivers 
for  the  sake  of  the  "  sport,"  but  solely  with  the 
object  of  turning  the  fish  into  cash. 

In  our  local  papers,  which  reach  the  remotest 
districts  in  the  South  of  Ireland,  there  are  always 
during  the  season  several  large  advertisements — 
"  Salmon  and  trout  wanted  in  any  quantity  ;  cash 
by  return,"  etc.  It  is  certainly  putting  a  premium 
on  poaching.  A  countryman  reads  it,  and  his 
thoughts  immediately  turn  to  the  local  river. 
Lime  is  procured,  and  in  a  few  hours  many  miles  of 
the  river  are  ruined.  I  know  of  several  rivers 
which  hardly  contain  a  trout  from  source  to  mouth, 
which  a  few  years  ago  afforded  first-class  sport. 
If  the  many  thousands  of  anglers  would  only  unite 
to  bring  this  matter  forward  in  the  proper  quarter, 
I  do  not  see  how  a  Bill  could  fail  to  pass. 

I  hope  others  will  take  the  question  up,  which 
is  undoubtedly  the  only  thing  that  can  save  the 
trout,  especially  those  of  Ireland  and  Wales.— 
Yours  truly,  H.  F.  Bradley. 

Cork.   

SOME  SALMON  AND  SEA-TROUT  RIVERS 
IN  NEWFOUNDLAND. 
Dear  Sib, — I  send  you  enclosed  some  extracts 
from  Official  Report  of  Minister  of  Marine  and 
Fisheries  relative  to  some  salmon  and  sea-trout 
rivers  in  Newfoundland.  Last  season  we  had  a  large 
number  of  British  sportsmen,  including  the  officers 
of  the  Naval  ships  on  the  station.  For  those  who 
are  making  dates  for  the  coming  season  the  following 
extracts  will  prove  useful  and  entertaining.  Last 
year  the  fishing  was  late,  and  was  not  as  good  as 
previous  years,  but  many  anglers  enjoyed  royal 
sport.  These  are  only  partial  reports  I  send  you, 
and  do  not  pretend  to  give  the  total  number  of  fish 
caught  in  the  rivers  indicated.  The  aggregate  is 
much  greater,  but  enough  is  given  to  show  the  kind 
of  sport  to  be  had. 

It  will  interest  British  sportsmen  to  know  that 
no  licence  is  needed  for  visiting  sportsmen  ;  no 
rod-tax  is  levied,  and  no  restrictions  whatever 
hamper  the  fisherman  in  his  choice  of  a  stream. 
It  may  be  that  any  angler  may  strike  a  pool,  and 
have  no  one  within  many  miles  of  him,  and  be 
"  monarch  of  all  he  surveys."  Guides  and  board 
cost  comparatively  very  little,  and  in  the  months  of 
June,  July,  August  and  September  the  climate  is 
ideal. 

Anglers  or  shooters  requiring  detailed  information 
as  to  the  best  places  to  go  to,  rates  for  guides, 
board,  transportation,  etc.,  should  write  Hon. 
Eli  Dawe,  Minister  of  Fisheries,  or  J.  N.  Johnstone, 
G.P.A.,  or  W.  B.  Reid,  Vice-Pres.  A.N.  Co.,  all  of 
St.  John's.  These  gentlemen  will  cause  the  desired 
infor-mation  to  be  sent  to  any  address. 

Many  sportsmen  complain  of  the  black 'flies  and 
mosquitoes,  but  these  are  not  so  bad  as  they  are 
painted.  I  have  found  from  practical  experience 
that  a  mixtvu-e  of  sweet  oil  and  carbolic  acid  (fifteen 
of  the  former  to  one  of  the  latter)  is  a  great  pro- 
tection from  flies.  The  carbolic  kills  them  and 
does  not  injure  the  skin,  while  the  oil  keeps  the  part 
soft,  and  prevents  sunburn.  At  night  in  camp,  if 
a  spoonful  of  Keating's  insect-powder  is  burnt  in 
a  bit  of  tin  bent  to  hold  it,  the  flies  will  be  effectually 


quieted  for  the  night.  The  smoke  stupefies  them, 
while  it  is  as  harmless  to  anglers  as  tobacco-smoke. 

Newfoundland  is  within  easy  distance  of  England, 
and  the  rivers  and  lakes  are  reckoned  by  the  thou- 
sand. Salmon  abound  in  most  of  the  rivers,  while 
the  lakes  are  filled  with  trout.  Sea-trout  run  in 
myriads,  and  afford  sport  second  only  to  that  had 
by  anglers  when  they  strike  fresh-run  salmon  or 
grilse. 

Extract  from  Official  Report  of  Minister  of  Marine 
and  Fisheries. 

Some  catches  of  salmon  reported  by  wardens  : — • 

Warden  A.  A.  McIsaac,  Grand  River.  ■ 

Niiml)er  of  Average 
salmon.  lb. 

Herder  and  Rennie,  St.  John's,  N.F.       9    12 

Sir  Bryan  Leigh  ton,  England    ....      8  ....  12 

R.  Winsinore,  New  York    6  ....  13 

Stickland  and  Salter,  Nova  Scotia  . .     10  . .  .  .  8 

Hon.  Jno.  Harvey,  St.  John's,  N.F.        4    13 

R.  A.  Mm-ray,  Boston    17  ....  12 

Capt.  Simon,  Halifax    15    10 

Major  Dyne,  England    40  ....  12 

J.  T.  Hutton,  England    65    9 

M.  Burnham.  Montreal    1  16 

Dr.  S.  Triford,  New  York    11    1 1 

Edward  Milding,  New  York    38  ... .  9 

J.  De  Wolf,  St.  John,  N.B   13    8 

Earl  Grey,  Gov. -Gen.  Canada    ....     12  ... .  8 

W.  D.  Reid,  St.  John's,  N.F   6    8 

Warden  Peter  Muibe,  South  Branch. 

Dr.  T.  Hutton,  England    9  ....  11 

W.  W.  Chiman,  Montreal    3    16 

A.  Mclsaac,  Grand  River    4  13 

Chas.  Blanchard.  Grand  River    5    12 

Dr.  Geo.  Dart,  New  York    4    8 

F.  E.  Kettridge,  New  York   2  ....  13 

Rev.  O'Donovan,  Baltimore    3  . .  .  .  7 

J.  H.  Martin,  Fall  River    7    8 

L.  Rutherford,  Montreal    3    10 

Wardens  Geo.  Shears,  Robinson's  Head. 

R.  B.  Boyles,  New  York    41    7 

C.  Rollins  and  wife,  Halifax    1    12 

Wm.  Roy  and  party,  Sydney     ....      9   7 

M.  Clark  and  party     .   13  ....  7 

M.  Bui-len,  Boston    5  . .  . .  7 

M.  Dimiont,  Boston    6  ....  6 

Mr.  Crane,  Boston    2  ....  8 

Judge  McPherson,  Kentucky    2  . .  . .  7 

M.  Wardwill  and  Party,  Boston    . .    27    5 

Dr.  Smith,  Triu-o    13    5 

Messrs.  Daggett  and  Bussey,  Boston    10    10 

Warden  T.  Downey,  Lower'Section,  Grand  River. 

Sir  B.  and  Lady  Leighton,  England     22   9 

Edgar  Newton,  England    1  ....  24 

Mr.,  Mrs.,  and  Miss  Henshaw,  Pro- 
vidence, R.I   13    10 

M.  Perkins,  Colorado    2  ....  10 

T.  S.  Skelton,  Conn   12       8  to  20 

C.  Hatchway,  Boston    3   9 

M.  Lancer,  New  York    2  ....  10 

Wardens  Angus  McQuarAie  &  G.  Knowling. 
Judge  Morton,  Boston    3  . .  . .  7 

G.  Parker,  Pa   2   12 

Hon.  G.  McLean,  Texas    9    9 

Prof.  G.  D.  Bussey,  Lynn    5    25 

Dr.  Geo.  Bart,  New  York    6    12 

M.   ,  Phila   16    9 

Dr.  E.  J.  Keffer,  Phila   8    10 

M.  O'Brien,  London    2  ....  18 

Little  River. — There  were  abovit  110  salmon 
caught,  weighing  about  11501b. 

Abram  Lilly,  Exploits  River. — All  the  rivers  were 
in  good  condition.  There  were  considerably  more 
salmon  went  up  Exploits  River  in  September  than 
in  July.  I  found  more  fish  in  the  spawning  holes 
than  ever,  and  yet  there  were  less  caught  outside. 

William  Dakin,  Salmonier. — Sea-trout  from  2Jlb. 
to  31b.  could  be  taken  from  Jime  15  to  end  of  season. 

B.  Brazil,  Garnish. — In  the  river  the  salmon 
have  been  abundant.  The  few  sports  that  came  to 
the  river  had  some  good  fishing. 

R.  Furneaux,  Rose  Blanche,  Farmer's  Arm. — 
In  this  brook  a  quantity  of  grilse  are  to  be  seen  as 
well  as  large  sea-trout.  It  is  one  of  the  sporting 
haunts  not  yet  known  to  pleasure-seekers.  This 
brook  is  near  to  Port-aux-Basques. 

N.  Peters,  Hall's  Bay. — Some  sports  caught 
forty-nine  salmon,  averaging  41b. 

I.  Goodyear. — Two  Scotch  gentlemen  caught 
twenty-two  salmon  ;  weight,  2ilb.  to  81b. 

L.  Murphy,  Salmonier,  July  5. — A.  B.  Morine  and 
party  visited  the  river  and  remained  about  four 
weeks,  taking  300  salmon,  averaging  from  41b.  to 
151b.  Mr.  Munn  stayed  four  days  and  secured 
thirty-five  fish,  averaging  61b.  Fish  were  fairly 
plentiful  at  falls  all  tlirough  the  month  of  August 
and  up  to  September. — Yours  truly, 
W.  J.  Carroll, 
;      Sub-SherifE  of  Newfoundland  (St.  John's). 


SALMON  IN  THE  SEA. 
Dear  Sib, — I  live  near  a  sea  beach  where  salmon 
and  sea-trout  gather  in  fair  numbers,  attracted  by 
the  fresh  water  from  a  brook,  up  whic;h,  however, 
they  do  not  run.  They  lie  on  the  sands,  outside 
the  fringe  of  weeds,  and  are  netted,  in  the  evenings, 
by  local  netsmen,  in  only  a  few  feet  of  water.  I 
know  only  one  instance  of  their  taking  a  bait — the 
sand-eel  of  a  pollack  angler.  I  saw  it  caught,  being 
angling  near  at  the  time,  and  purchased  it  from  its 
proud  captor.  It  was  a  sea-trout  of  41b.  I  have 
known  of  a  rare  straggler  working  his  way  up  the 
brook  for  thirty  yards  or  so  to  an  obstruction.  Is  it 
possible  to  tempt  any  of  those  gentry  with  the  fly  ? 
The  worst  of  it  is  that  small  coalfish  or  pollack 
generally  take  it  for  granted  that  the  lure  is  for  them. 
I  have  tried  a  Jock  Scott  trailed  a  long  way  after 
the  boat,  and  tried  sending  a  worm  out  when  the 
stream  is  in  flood.  Perhaps  some  of  your  readers 
have  some  experience  which  could  assist,  or  others 
may  help  with  a  few  useful  suggestions, — ^Yours 

truly,  MiLLBHOOK. 

FISHING  IN  THE  SCILLY  ISLANDS. 
Dear  Sib,— In  reply  to  "  H.  L.  B.,"  Mr.  Tonkin, 
Fernleigh,  St.  Mary's,  will  tell  him  all  about  the  fisli 
to  be  caught  and  where  to  catch  them  during  the 
time  he  mentions.  Should  advise  him  to  take 
plenty  of  good  strong  gut  and  large,  best-quality 
hooks.  Sometimes  very  heavy  weights  will  be 
handy. — Yours  truly,  W.  A.  D. 

P.S. — I  should  be  much  obliged  for  any  informa- 
tion re  sea-fishing  at  Aldeburgh,  Suffolk. 

[In  autumn  and  winter,  cod,  whiting,  etc.,  are  to 
be  had  at  Aldeburgh. — Ed.] 

SALMON  FISHING  ON  THE  TWEED  NEAR 
PEEBLES. 

Deab  Sib, — It  seems  to  me  that  cither  a  fresh 
set  of  water-bailiffs  or  else  more  of  them  are 
required  on  the  Tweed  near  Peebles,  if  ' '  Jock  Scott  " 
is  correct  in  saying  that  the  natives  kill  the  kelts 
and  sell  them  ;  also,  is  it  nobody's  business  to 
prosecute  the  purchasers  of  these  kelts  ? — Yours 
truly.  Fair  Play. 

FISHING- IN  NORTH  DEVON. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  the  inquiry  of  April  1 1 
re  fishing  in  North  Devon,  I  do  not  think  your 
correspondent  could  do  much  better  than  put  up 
at  the  Globe  Hotel,  Torrington,  from  which  he 
can  fish  eight  miles  of  preserved  water  on  the 
Torridge.  The  trout  fishing  is  good,  and  the  salmon 
season  so  far  has  been  exceptional,  catches  of  two 
and  three  fish  a  day  having  been  quite  usual  thi-ough- 
out  this  month  ;  the  trout  run  about  four  to  the 
pound,  with  an  occasional  pounder  ;  the  salmon 
average  121b.  to  1.51b.,  largest  fish  so  far  this  season 
321b.  The  scenery  around  is  very  beautiful,  and 
the  sea  is  about  seven  miles  away. — Yours  truly, 

E.  R. 


RESTOCKING  A  LAKE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  desirous  of  restocking  a  lake 
in'  which  there  are  at  present  a  few  brown  trout, 
all  about  L|lb.  Would  it  be  necessary  to  kill  off 
these  fish  before  putting  in  yoimg  ones,  and,  if  so, 
how  wovild  this  be  best  effected  ?  The  lake  in  ques- 
tion is  about  800  yards  by  100  yards,  and  is  so 
situated  that  drainage  is  impossible  ;  it  is  also  some 
40  feet  deep,  and  is  fed  by  springs,  there  being  no 
streams  running  in  or  out.  The  fish  are  extremely 
shy,  and  it  is  hard  to  get  them  to  take  a  fly.  I 
should  be  sincerely  grateful  if  you  or  any  readers 
could  give  any  help. — Yours  truly,  D.  B. 

[I  do  not  think  two-year-old  trout  would  be 
attacked  by  the  l^lb.  fish,  but  yearlings  might  be, 
especially  if  food  is  scarce,  as  it  often  is  in  deep 
lakes.  Can  any  of  our  readers  suggest  what  is  be.st  V 
Personally,  if  there  is  a  good  natural  food  supply.  I 
should  put  in  a  good  strain  of  two-year-old  brown 
trout.  If  "  D.  B."  limed  his  lake  to  destroy  the 
few  old  brown  trout,  he  would  destroy  the  food 
supply  for  his  new  lot  for  a  long  time. — Ed.] 

HOW  TO  COLOUR  GENTLES. 

De.-vb  Sir, — All  who  want  a  new  old  recipe  for 
colouring  gentles  a  "  golden  hue "  should  read 
"  A  Naval  Officer's  Poem  "  in  the  Fishing  Qazrtte 
this  week. — Yours  truly,  Ed.  F.  G. 


BE  COMFORTABLE  QL^\RTERS  FOR 
LOUGHS  CORRIB  AND  MASK. 

De.aji  Sir, — I  can  certainly  recommend  your  corre- 
spondent "  W.  B."  to  put  up  at  the  Mount  Gable 
Hotel  at  Clonbur  (station,  Ballinrobe).  This  hotel 
is  situated  close  to  both  the  loughs,  to  either  of  which 
it  is  a  short  drive  through  the  best  of  Irish  scenery. 
My  wife  and  self  were  there  four  years  ago,  and 
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both  had  excellent  sport.  Since  then  the  hotel 
has  been  taken  over  by  Mr.  Allen,  and  I  hear  very 
mvich  improved,  and  even  more  comfortable  than  it 
was  then.  There  are  bath-rooms,  private  sitting- 
rooms,  etc.  Your  correspondent  should  go  there 
about  the  end  of  May  to  get  the  best  of  the  dappintr 
He  should  take  a  rod  suitable  for  that  class  of  sport, 
and  will  be  sure  to  find  several  other  congenial 
anglmg  spirits,  who  would,  I  am  sure,  be  pleased 
to  put  him  up  to  the  mysteries  of  the  art,  if  it  is 
new  to  him.  He  should  also  take  a  rod  for  the  arti- 
ficial Ay  and  a  spinning  rod  for  pike,  of  which  he 
could  make  sure  of  a  "  big  'im." — Yours  truly, 

DiGBY  Legabd. 

A  SUGGESTION  FOR  PREVENTING  TROUT 
POACHING. 
Deaji  Sie, — Every  true  angler  and  sportsman 
will  welcome  the  correspondence  re  "  Prevention 
of  Trout  Poaching"  you  refer  to  in  your  issue  of 
April  4,  as  it  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  How 
much  longer  will  British  anglers  stand  idly  by  and 
see  the  sport  from  which  their  fraternity  derive  so 
much  pleasure  and  benefit  utterly  ruined  ?  I 
speak  for  my  own  country — Scotland — where  I 
have  fished  for  the  last  thirty  years,  but  I  believe 
the  same  holds  good  for  England,  Ireland,  and 
Wales.  Go  where  you  will,  it  is  the  same  story 
of  the  sure  and  steady  depreciation  of  sport  and 
fish  m  quantity  and  quality  for  many  years,  and 
still  going  on. 

Where  are  the  great  native  trout  of  many  of  our 
lochs  ?  They  exist  in  memory  only — taken  during 
spring  and  summer  with  otter  and  salmon-roe,  and 
butchered  in  autumn  when  spawning  in  the  small 
burns.  In  many  of  our  rivers  trout  are  becoming 
so  scarce  that  you  might  as  well  leave  your  rod  at 
home. 

It  would  almost  seem  as  if  the  present  law  in 
force  encouraged  illegal  taking  of  fish  ;  it  is  certainly 
absolutely  ineffectual  to  put  it  down.    The  angler 

who  would  fish  fairly,  and,  therefore,  do  no  harm  

that  is,  he  would  only  take  sizeable  fish,  and  when 
m  condition — respects  the  law,  while  the  poacher 
with  his  illegal  methods — his  nets,  otter,  salmon- 
roe,  lime-bag,  and  snatch-hooks,  when  rivers  are 
low,  and  by  moonlight  and  daylight — goes  without 
let  or  hindrance,  it  is  made  as'  difficult  as  possible 
to  eon\'ict  him,  and  when  that  is  accomplished  a 
small  fine,  utterly  inadequate,  is  imposed,  which 
is  easily  paid  by  the  Poachers'  Association,  and  in 
many  cases  gear  and  tackle  are  not  confiscated, 
which  would  be  a  real  pimishment. 

All  is  fish  that  comes  into  the  poacher's  net  

salmon,  sea-trout,  trout  of  all  sizes,  and  parr  all 

are  taken  out,  and  represent  so  many  bottles  of 
whiskey. 

This  is  not  a  political  question  ;  it  Is  a  question 
of  foul  play  in  defiance  of  the  law,  the  selfish  rapacity 
of  the  few  to  the  detriment  of  the  many.  Under 
the  protection  of  the  law,  hotel  and  inn  keepers  lease 
water  with  fishing  rights— many  shopkeepers, 
householders,  cottars,  and  poor  people  derive 
benefit  directly  and  indirectly  by  the  presence  of 
anglers.  Drastic  legislation  will  have  to  be  en- 
forced sooner  or  later  to  save  the  situation,  and  the 
longer  it  is  postponed  the  more  drastic  it  will  have 
to  be.  The  law  states  that  certain  methods  of 
taking  fish  are  illegal.  All  we  anglers  demand  is 
that  the  law  shall  be  enforced,  and  not  be  a  dead 
letter,  and  that  the  penalties  for  breaking  it  shall 
be  such  as  will  put  a  stop  at  once  and  for  all  to 
these  vmderhand,  illegal  practices,  which  are  surely 
and  fast  diminishing  sporting  fish  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  Conviction  should  be  made  easy,  and 
not  difficult,  and  the  possession  of  gear  for  illegal 
taking  of  fish  be  punishable. 

Is  there  another  nation  in  the  world  who  would 
tamely  submit  and  allow  the  goose  to  be  killed  that 
lays  the  golden  eggs  ?    Is  it  to  be  borne  by  an 
imperial    race,    who    pride    themselves   as  being 
businesslike  and  practical,  and,  above  all,  a  nation 
of  sportsmen  ?    Let  all  anglers  constitute  them- 
selves into  or  form  a  national  anglers'  protection 
league,  and  bring  pressure  to  bear  on  Members  of 
Parliament,  and  don't  spoil  a  good  case  and  cause  by 
demanding  too  much  at  first.  Let  anglers  show  they 
are  in  earnest,  and  petition  that  every  angler  be 
obliged  to  take  an  annual  licence  (or  risk  a  heavy 
penalty),  to  be  produced  when  and  wherever  de- 
manded   by  the  proper    authority,  such  licence 
to  give  full  particulars  as  to  name,  residence,  and 
personal  description,   to   prevent  it  being  trans- 
ferred ;   also  let  it  clearly  set  forth  what  methods 
of  angling  are  permitted,  maximum  weight  to  be 
taken  in  any  one  day,  and  minimum  length  of  fish, 
the  infringement  of  same  in  any  way  to  be  con- 
fiscation for  the  following  twelve  months.    Let  the 
price  not  be  prohibitive — say  2s.  6d.  for  trout  and 
grayling  only,  5a.  for  trout  and  sea-trout,  20s.  for 
salmon  and  all  other  fish — and  let  all  the  proceeds 
go  towards  the  guarding  of  spawning  fish,  in  con- 
junction   with  district  associations  or  otherwise. 
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Some  day,  when  the  people  of  the  British  Isles 
realise  the  enormous  financial  loss  arising  from 
the  neglect  of  its  fisheries,  our  lochs  and  rive?8  with 
their  estuaries  and  watersheds  will  be  imder  State 
control,  and  scientifically  managed,  producing  tlie 
maximum  stock  of  fish,  when  there  will  be  plenty 
of  sport  for  all,  and  a  golden  harvest  produced,  the 
like  of  which  we  do  not  dream  of  at  present ; 
but  hope  IS  for  to-morrow,  action  for  to-day  If 
we  cannot  reap  all  the  benefit  ourselves,  we  can 
earn  the  gratitude  of  generations  to  come.— Yours 
^'■"^y'    A.  Slogai^. 

TO  PREVENT  POACHING— GAMALLT 
LAKES. 

Dear  Sib,— In  reply  to  "  G.  J.  B.,"  to  prevent 
poaching  and  loss  of  fish,  grating  at  H  is  all  right 
you  also  need  them  at  all  other  outlets,  but  these 
must  be  securely  locked  and  extend  from  one  side 
to  the  other  ;   you  will  find  fish  will  get  up  any 
httle  streamlet  for  spawning.     (One  case  I  remember 
a  few  years  ago.    All  the  trout  had  left  a  small  lake 
which  I  was  asked  to  visit  ;  this  had  a  grating  at 
the  outlet,  and  the  owner  could  vouch  the  fish  had 
not  gone  past  this,  neither  had  they  been  poached 
as  his  man  lived  right  alongside.    On  examination 
I  found  two  very  small  streams  which  flowed  into 
It,  almost  overgrown  in  places  with  small  shrubs 
briars,  etc.,  and,  from  all  appearances,  choked  with 
weeds  for  yards  ;  on  wading  up  to  these,  and  groping 
along  the  sides  and  in  the  weeds,  I  found  scores  and 
scores  of  trout.)    He  says  wall  at  H  is  bad.     If  the 
club  IS  not  financially  strong  enough  to  have  it 
repaired    the  difficulty  would  be  easily  overcome 
by  small -mesh  wire  netting  on  stakes  from  the 
bottom  to  I2in.  above  water-mark.    Streamlet  B 
he  says,  is  about  30  yds.  by  2ft.     It  would  have 
been  advisable  to  have  widened  and  deepened  this 


See  page  258,  March  28. 


natural  channel  by  cutting  D.      He    has  done 
ideal  work  for  the  poacher,  as  he  can  set  his  net  at 
lake  C  end  of  D  and  beat  the  fish  from  narrow  part 
of  lake  A  to  the  other  end  of  channel  D.    Of  course, 
fish  will  not  stay  long  in  D,  being  no  gravel  or 
suitable  spawning  grounds.    The  only  cause  for 
them  to  stay  in  these  channels  B  and  D,  more 
especially  D,  is  the  natural  feed  which  comes  down 
from  lake  A.    There  must  be  a  certain  amount 
which  should  have  gone  through  B,  but  D  being  the 
faster  stream  will  provide  most  feed  ;  therefore, 
a  certain  amount  of  fish  will  be  found  in  lake  C, 
near  channels  B  and  D.    Now,  the  trouble  is  how 
to  prevent  your  trout  being  poached.    You  will 
find  they  will  spawn  down  where  they  can  find  any 
stream  where  there  is  a  suitable  bottom — probably 
in  lake  C,  near  the  inlet  channels  or  at  entrances 
of  L  and  H,  in  about  2ft.  of  water.    You  will  (if  the 
water  is  fairly  clear)  see  where  most  of  them  are 
(so  will  the  poacher).    The  only  way  to  stop  him  is 
to  drive  in  about  four  good  stakes  along  either  side 
of  channels  B  and  D,  and  three  up  the  centre  of 
each   (also   stakes  in  the  lake   where  required)  ; 
these  would  need  to  be  down  to  water-level.  When 
these  are  in,  drive  a  good  long  staple  in  the  top  of 
each  one,  and  procure  a  reel  of  barbed  wire,  a  few 
long  links,  single,  that  will  pass  over  the  staples, 
and  a  shut  link  for  each  stake.    Measure  off  the 
requh-ed  lengths  of  wire  and  fasten  them  on  to  the 
Imks  (or  link  them  up),  then  drop  them  on  the  tops 
of  the  stakes,  fastening  with  the  shut  links.  My 
reason  for  staples,  links  and  shut  links,  is  that  the 
several  lengths  of  wire  can  again  be  wound  on  the 
reel  after  being  in  use  during  the  spawning  season, 
and  when  made  up  can  be  used  season  after  season, 
the  time  for  fixing  the  second  time  only  taking  aii 
hour  or  two.    The  reason  for  saying  drive  the  stakes 
in  to  water-level  is  that  it  is  most  likely  the  men 
who  are  poaching  may  not  be  netting,  but  quietly 


wading  ,n  and  tickling  the  fish  out  of  the  holts 
under  the  banks.  If  this  is  so,  apiece  of  barbed 
wire  alongside  would  be  a  source  of  nuisance  against 
ones  back  and  shoulders  when  stooping  that  he  or 

nets,  then  it  would  be  impossible  to  work  them 
without  cutting  out  a  portion  of  the  wirework.  If 
he  found  this  had  been  done,  which  I  don't  think 
he  will,  then  the  only  alternative  is  to  wrap  some 
of  the  wire  round  the  trunks  of  some  old  trees  and 
sink  them  in,  with  a  length  of  chain  to  each  for 
hauling  out  again  as  the  season  opens.    Of  course 
he  would  need  to  inspect  his  wire  now  and  again' 
more  especially  where  it  was  imder  water  in  the 
sagging  part  to  see  that  it  had  not  been  cut  through 
and  looped  with  a  hook  between  for  taking  up, 
lots  of  old  poachers  do  this  with  the  wires  attached 
to  the  spring  alarm  guns  with  wire  round  woods 
and  spimieys,  when  pheasant  poaching 

Now  a  word  about  night  lines.  These  are  often 
set  and  left  in  for  days  and  nights,  and  only  lifted  and 
rebaited  at  night.  They  are  usuaUy  laid  right  on 
the  bottom  in  4ft.  of  water,  4ft.  from  the  bank. 
20yds.  or  30yds.  out  (no  need  to  say  how  they  are 
got  out  with  thirty  or  forty  hooks  on) ;  fastened  to 
two  large  stones  or  pieces  of  iron,  one  either  end. 
they  would  be  then  passed  unnoticed  by  any  but  old 
hands  at  the  game.  Then  there  are  no  traces  in 
the  water.  These  dodgers  look  for  footmarks  on 
the  banks,  usually  just  behind  large  tufts  of 
grass  or,  perhaps,  rushes.  I  question  if  he  would 
find  these  pads.  His  only  fplan  to  find  if  these 
fines  are  laid  is  to  cut  a  pole  about  12ft  or  14ft 
ong,  and  fasten  a  wire  liook  at  the  end— a  bacon- 
hook  18  usually  used— then  drag  round  the  sides 
right  roimd  and  well  on  the  bottom,  as  far  out  as 
he  can  reach  ;  he  may  possibly  pick  up  a  line  or 
1       ,  H  """""^         hedgerows  he  will 

most  hkely  find  the  tool  already  for  him,  as  it  is 
always  (planted)  placed  where  one  or  other  of  the 
boys  know  where  to  find  it.  If  he  should  find  a 
good  strong  pole  that  is  barked  at  the  thin  end  and 
smooth  and  muddied  about  6in.  from  the  end,  and 
smooth  again  4ft.  down,  that  is  the  one 

For  the  stakes,  wire,  staples,  and  links  that  I  have 
spoken  of  the  approximate  price  would.be  about 
258.  ;  that  IS  not  a  big  outlay,  and  the  members 
would  volunteer  to  do  the  driving,  and,  of  course 
this  does  not  include  wire  netting,  as  I  do  not  know 
how  much  IS  required,  neither  the  gratings  at  other 
inlets  and  outlets.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  give  hira 
any  other  information  should  he  require  it  —Yours 
truly,  Aq.  Hancock, 

Hon.  Official  Netsman,  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society. 

THE  MAY  tFLY  ON  LAKE  VYRNWY. 
Deab  Sib,— Anent  your  interesting  note  on  the 
introduction  of  more  trout  to  the  "  Fishing  Gazette 
Lake,  near  Lake  Vyrnwy,  and  your  mention  of 
having  sent  some  May  Fly  eggs  to  Miss  Davies  three 
or  tour  years  ago,  it  may  interest  you  to  know  that 
when  I  was  there  one  day  in  June,  1906,  there  was 
a  very  good  hatch  of  May  Fly  near  the  top  end  of 
the  lake,  and  for  some  little  way  up  the  tributary 
burn  which  runs  into  Vyrnwy  from  the  direction  of 
Bulch-y-Gros.  I  am  not  sure  in  which  direction  the 
Fishing  Gazette  Lake  lies,  but  fancy  it  may  be  that 
upon  the  north  bank  of  Vyrnwy,  and,  if  so,I  noticed 
a  few  May  Fly  about  the  young  trees  near  there  also 
though  whether  hatched  out  there  or  blown  dowil 
from  the  other  locality  I  cannot  say.    In  any  case, 

.believe  that,  as  m  other  places  in  North  Wales 
with  which  I  am  acquainted,  there  are  a  fair  number 
of  native  May  Fly  in  the  Vyrnwy  valley,  but  as  in 
other  places  they  seem  to  come  out  strong  only  in 
certain  years  and  to  be  almost  absent  in  others  Can 
no  one  tell  us  why  this  should  be  so  ?— Yours  truly, 

Lichen  Obey. 

ri  think  the  eggs  were  put  into  the  little  stream 
which  falls  in  at  the  Boat  Cove.— Ed.] 

DISAPPEARANCE  OF  MAY  FLY. 

Deab  Sir,— a  friend  of  mine  has  a  nice  trout 
stream,  and  up  to  two  years  ago  there  was  always 
an  abundance  of  May  Fly,  but  during  the  last  season 
none  were  to  be  seen.  „ 

I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  could  give  me  some 
ihl  ^p^^V  *he  best  means  of  re-establishing 

the  May  Fly  on  the  stream,  and  could  you  in  any 
way  suggest  a  cause  for  its  disappearance  '—Yours 

ROBT.  BOWBING. 

[I  am  sorry  to  say  that  from  other  places  I  have 
had  reports  of  the  disappearance  of  the  May  Fly 
I  wonder  if  insects  are  affected  by  "  flue  "—that 
would  account  for  anything.  Mr.  Bowring  should 
get  some  of  the  gravel  and  mud  off  the  shallows  on 
his  friend  s  stream  and  see  if  the  May  Fly  larva  is 
present  (in  shape  and  size  it  somewhat  resembles  an 
earwig,  with  three  tails).  If  there  was  a  good  show 
of  fly  so  recently  it  may  appear  again  111  right- 
that  18,  if  the  water  has  not  been  poisoned.— Ed.] 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOE. 


The  Preliminary  Programme  of  the  Fly  and  Bait 
Casting  Tournament  on  July  9  and  10. 

Some  suggestions  which  have  been  made  with 
respect  to  the  above  will  be  carefully  considered 
by  the  Committee  of  Management.  Obviously,  all 
suggestions  cannot  be  adopted;  some  excellent 
ones  are  barred  by  want  of  time  in  which  to  carry 
them  out. 

Sport  at  Blagdon  Lake. 

In  spite  of  unfavourable  weather,  sport  at 
Blagdon  has  been  very  satisfactory —forty-nine 
trout,  averaging  21b.  15oz.,  were  taken  on  the 
first  five  days.  The  details  have  not  reached  us 
in  time  for  this  week. 


Poaching  in  Shetland. 

^^"I  am  sorry  to  hear  from  one  who  knows  that 
"the  Shetland  waters  are  now  sorely  poached. 
Methods  and  means  of  so  doing  are  very  effective, 
and  as  a  result  the  fishings  in  Shetland  are  almost 
worthless,  and  many  years  must  elapse  ere  they 
■will  be  worth  visiting.  The  local  anglers  do  all 
they  can  to  stop  poaching,  but  it  is  almost  a 
hopeless  case.  The  proposition  to  stop  the  sale  of 
trout  is  a  good  one,  and  I  hope  it  will  get  through, 
as  it  deserves." 

"  By  Celtic  Waters." 

"  Dear  Sir,— I  have  a  copy  of  this  angling  work, 
which  was  published  in  1894  by  J.  Davy  and  Sons 
Dryden  Press,  137,  Long  Acre.  The  title-page  bears 
on  it,  '  By  C.  K.,'  and  in  the  preface  the  author  says 
it  is  due  'to  the  kindness  and  courtesy  of  the 
Editor,  E.  B.  Marston,  Esq.,  that  he  is  enabled  to 
incorporate  them  ('  Holiday  Jaunts  in  a  Eadnor- 
shire  Arcadia '  and  '  In  the  Wilds  of  Donegal ')  in 
'  By  Celtic  Waters.'  I  do  not,  however,  know  who 
■3"'  ^^°bably  the  above  particulars  will 
enable  you  to  trace  your  one-time  correspondent. 
—Yours  truly,  "  Eichakd  Mason." 

Much  obliged  to  Mr.  Mason.  I  think  it  will  put 
me  on  the  track  of  "  C.  K." 


The  Question  of  the  American  Striped  Bass  for 
English  Waters. 

The  following  correspondence  furnishes  some 
very  interesting  facts  in  the  life  history  of  the 
striped  bass.  Of  course,  I  regret  much  that  the 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  is  unable  in  any 
way  to  assist  in  the  experiment,  but  I  hope  still  to 
carry  it  out : — 

"  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society, 

"  4,  Fetter-lane,  Fleet-street, 

"  London,  April  7,  1908. 
"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  hope  that  you  have 
not  been  thinking  the  society  very  dilatory  in  not 
replying  sooner  to  your  letter  of  March  11,  which 
covered  Mr.  Meehan's  replies  to  the  seventeen 
'  striped  bass  queries,'  but  the  committee  have 
been  very  busy  with  other  matters  which  had  to  be 
got  through  in  accordance  with  the  usual  routine 
of  the  year,  and  have  been  anxious  to  give  very 
full  consideration  to  the  striped  bass  matter,  so  as 
to  master  the  subject  as  far  as  we  are  competent 
to  do  so  on  the  basis  of  the  information  before 
us  in  the  books  and  papers  which  Mr.  Fearing  so 
kindly  lent  us  through  you,  and  in  Mr.  Meehan's 
statements. 

"  We  find  that  in  regard  to  the  proposed 
acclimatisation  there  are  many  difficulties  which 
were  not  apparent  at  the  first  glance,  and  which 
do  not  seem  to  diminish  as  we  go  deeper  into 
the  subject.  Some  of  these  are  connected  with 
the  initial  business  of  collection,  transport,  and 
liberation  of  the  young  fish.  Others  relate  to  the 
great  difference  in  the  climatic  and  other  conditions 
upon  our  shores  from  those  that  prevail  in  the 
known  breeding  places  of  the  striped  bass  on  the 
Atlantic  coast ;  others  with  the  difficulty,  if  not 
impossibility,  of  obtaining,  even  for  a  few  years, 
that  measure  of  legislative  protection  which  would, 
we  think,  be  absolutely  necessary  for  some  time 
if  this  new  species  is  to  have  a  fair  chance  of 
multiplying  here ;  and,  finally,  there  is  the  serious 
consideration  that  the  introduction  of  these 
admittedly  predaceous  fish  would  be  unpopular 
with  some,  if  not  all,  of  the  conservators  of 
fishings  frequented  by  the  migratory  salmonidw. 

"  The  committee,  therefore,  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that,  as  matters  stand  at  present,  they 
would  not  be  justified  in  heading  the  proposed 
subscription  list,  or  in  taking  any  steps  to  assist 
in  the  introduction  of  the  species,  but  they  desire 
me  to  say  that  they  take  up  this  position  with 
much  regret ;  and  they  wish  me  to  express  their 
most  sincere  thanks  to  you  for  all  your  kindness, 
and  for  the  great  trouble  you  have  taken  in  the 
hope  of  adding  another  important  sporting  fish  to 
the  marine  fauna  of  this  country.  They  would 
also  wish  you  to  thank  Mr.  Fearing  on  their 
behalf  for  the  loan  of  his  very  complete  biblio- 
graphy of  the  striped  bass. — I  remain  yours 
sincerely,  "  C.  0.  Minchin 

"  (for  the  committee  B.S.A.  Society)." 

Seventeen  Questions  arising  out  of  the  Suggestion 
to  Try  to  Acclimatise  Striped  Bass  in  our  Waters. 

"  1.  How  far  north  do  the  breeding  places  of  the 
striped  bass  range  on  the  Atlantic  coast  ? 

"2.  In  what  month  are  the  eggs  discharged  at 
the  northern  breeding  places  ? 

"  3.  What  is  the  temperature  of  the  water  in 
which  the  eggs  are  discharged  at  same  places  ? 

"4.  What  are  the  water  temperatures  during 
the  larval  and  post-larval  stages  of  the  young  fish 
at  same  places  ? 

"  5.  Are  the  eggs  discharged  in  actual  fresh  water 
or  in  brackish  water  ? 

"  6.  Does  the  discharge  take  place  in  rapid 
streams  or  in  sluggish  water,  or  in  both  ? 

"  7.  Do  the  spawning  fish  frequent  only  large 
rivers  or  also  ver]/  small  streams,  such. as  we  have 
in  the  south  of  England  ? 

"  8.  Are  the  spawning  fish  susceptible  to  water 
pollution,  and  if  so  to  what  extent  ?  Or  do  they 
only  resort  to  pure  or  very  nearly  pure  streams  '? 

"9.  At  what  age  and  size  do  the  young  fry  leave 
the  estuaries  and  seek  open  water  ? 

"10.  What  are  the  habitats  of  the  small  fish 
(1  lb.  to  31b.) — in  estuaries  or  in  open  waters  ? 
N.B. — Atlantic  only  referred  to. 

"  11.  Can  these  small  fish  be  caught  (a)  by 
angling  from  shore,  (b)  by.anglmg  from  boats  ?  If 
so,  in  what  number  per  fisherman  per  tide  ? 

"  12.  Where  are  the  large  '  greenheads  '  caught, 
and  how  '?  Is  it  necessary  to  have  special  stands 
or  piers  for  this  fishing  ? 

"13.  Is  any  other  bait  than  lobsters  used  for 


'  chumming '  ?  If  so,  what  bait,  and  in  what 
quantity,  and  does  it  sufficiently  attract  the  fish  ? 

"  14.  Are  the  large  fish — above  201b. — as  numer- 
ous as  they  were  twenty-five  years  ago  ?  If  not, 
have  they  much  fallen  off  in  numbers  ?  If  there  is 
almarked  falling  ofl',  to  what  causes  is  it  attributed  ? 

"  15.  What  is  the  food  of  the  striped  bass  (a) 
when  in  shore  during  the  fishing  season,  (b)  during 
the  rest  of  the  year  ? 

"  16.  Is  it  knowniat  what  ages  the  striped  basa 
attain  the  weights  of  lib.,  31b.,  101b.,  201b.  ? 

"17.  At  what  size  do  they  begin  to  be  sexually 
mature  ?  " 

Letter  from  Mr.  S.  G.  Worth,  who  has  had  More 
Experience  with  Striped  Bass  Culture 
than  anyone. 

"  Department  of  Commerce  and  Labour, 
Bureau  of  Fisheries, 
"  Beaufort,  I  North  Carolina, 

"  March  30,  1908. 

"  Dear  SiE^r— Please  do  not  regard  my  delay  in 
answering  your  letter  of  .January  23  an  evidence 
of  indifference.  I  had  hoped  to  bring  together 
more  data  than  I  have  in  my  head  before  I  should 
write,  but  have  not  had  opportimity,  and  as  a 
matter  of  fact  there  is  little  else  to  communicate. 

"  Answering  your  questions — 

"  1.  The  striped  bass  ranges  fi-om  the  St.  Law- 
rence river,  at  the  north,  to  the  Escambia  river,  on 
the  west  coast  of  Florida,  on  the  south,  and  being 
practically  or,  perhaps,  altogether  confined  in 
habitat  to  the  streams  in  which  found  (about 
all  the  streams  between  the  extremes  named),  it 
follows  that  the  acclimatisation  of  the  species  in 
English  waters  would  prove  an  almost  certain 
undertaking.  Spawning  in  practically  all  rivers 
emptying  into  the  Atlantic  from  latitude  50,  at  the 
north,  to  25,  in  the  south,  it  is  easily  inferred  that 
corresponding  temperatures  exist  in  your  rivers. 

"  2.  No  spawn-taking  records  for  region  north  of 
Havre  de  Grace,  Md.,  about  39^  deg.  N.  latitude, 
but  between  points  in  North  Carolina  and  Havre 
de  Grace,  where  eggs  have  been  taken  a  number 
of  times  (lats.  about  35  to  39  deg.),  the  spawning  has 
been  almost  exclusively  confined  to  the  month  of 
May,  but  two  ripe  specunens  being  obtained  in  April. 

"  3.  Between  60  andi76  deg.  Fahr.,  and  mostly 
between  65  and  73  deg. 

"  4.  Higher  than  in  Answer  3,  with  summer 
advancing,  getting  up  to  eighty  and  above,  but 
not  constantly  maintained  or  even  progressingly 
rising,  inasmuch  as  our  climate  is  subject  to 
north-east  spells  of  weather  both  in  May  and 
June,  which  lower  the  waters  of  the  rivers  even 
somewhat  below  the  spawning  temperatures.  In 
post-larval  stage  temperature^  encountered  may 
approximate  90  Fahr. 

"  5.  Eggs  discharged  in  actual  fresh  water. 

"6.  Spawning  takes  place  both  in  rapid  streams 
and  sluggish  water,  observation  supporting  the 
belief  that  the  former  is  preferred,  and  sluggish 
waters  chosen  only  when  cold  water  from  hail- 
storms, or  excessively  turbid  water  from  violept 
rains,  causes  them  to  move  down  to  the  larger 
bodies  of  warmer  (fresh  water),  or  where  the  water 
is  less  turbid.  It  is  believed  by  some  that  the 
other  common  name  of  the  species  (uniformly 
applied  in  the  south),  'rockfish,'is  derived  from 
the  supposed  habit  of  the  species  to  ascend 
streams  high  up  where  rocky  bottom  is  found  for 
deposition  of  their  eggs.  Such  bottom  is  present 
north  of  New  York  in  all  streams,  and  in  the 
longer  rivers  southward  such  bottom  is  fovmd  at  or 
just  above  the  head  of  navigation  where  streams 
drop  down  to  what  we  term  the  coastal  plain,  and 
in  rivers  south  of  North  Carolina  the  phosphate 
or  compressed  shell-rock  is  present  in  the  short 
stretches  of  head-waters  of  rivers,  of  small  size, 
which  rise  in  the  coastal  plain  or  flat  country. 

"  7.  They  spawn  in  both,  as  indicated  in  answer 
to  No.  6  ;  some  of  the  coastal  rivers  having  but  a 
mile  or  more  of  fresh  water,  beyond  the  region  of 
the  lunar  tides,  in  which  spawning  grounds  may 
be  chosen. 

"  8.  Apparently  able  to  resist  pollution ;  their 
diminution  in  the  United  States  (Atlantic  waters) 
being  seemingly  due  (a)  to  constant  and  growing 
demand,  and  [b)  to  purse-net  capture  in  or  just 
above  brackish  water  in  the  wide  estuaries,  sounds 
and  bays,  in  late  summer  and  fall  months,  at 
which  time  they  gather  in  schools,  both  large  and 
small  individuils,  feeding  on  bottom  fish. 

"  9.  If  the  species  goes  into  '  open  water  ' — that 
is,  the  ocean — at  all   it  must   be  to  a  limited 
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CASTING  FEOM  THE  KEEL  AT 
TOUKNAMENTS. 


During  the  next  two  months  it  is  possible  that 
a  good  many  anglers,  who  believe  their  casting 
powers  to  be  above  the  average,  may  be  asking 
themselves  what  their  chance  of  success  would 
be  if  they  were  to  enter  as  competitors  in  the 
International  Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Tournament 
which  is  to  take  place  at  Shepherd's  Bush  on 
July  9  and  10  next. 

In  order  to  answer  this  question  they  will 
require  to  know  something  of  the  distances 
covered  by  former  prize-winners  in  contests  of 
this  kind,  and  the  conditions  under  which  the 
casts  were  made. 

The  following  list  of  some  of  the  chief  English 
and  Aixierican  records  in  bait-casting  from  the 
year  1881  onwards  will  give  some  idea  of  the 
standard  required  of  successful  competitors  : — 


Clipper  Annual "  for  1887,  as  having  been  made 
from  the  coiled  line  in  the  Thames  style.  But 
Mr.  Chancellor  G.  Levison,  of  New  York,  who  has 
taken  a  leading  part  in  American  tournaments  tor 
many  years  past,  and  is  very  learned  in  such  matters, 
includes  it  among  the  casts  made  from  the  reel. 
I  have,  therefore,  given  it  the  benefit  of  the  doubt. 
Mr.  J.  T.  Emery's  cast  of  263ft.,  made  at  Kelvedon 
in  1898,  is,  however,  a  world's  record  for  distance 
in  any  style.  It  was,  indeed,  better  than  it  looks 
on  paper,  since  but  for  the  fact  that  the  organisers 
of  the  tournament  seriously  under-estimated  Mr. 
Emery's  casting  powers,  his  performance  would 
have  been  even  more  remarkable  than  it  appears. 
The  weight  went  far  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
casting-court  and  lodged  in  the  thatched  roof  of  a 
barn,  at  a  height  of  some  10ft.  from  the  ground, 
dead  in  line  with  the  tape.  I  am  assured  by  those 
who  were  present  at  the  time  that  but  for  this 
obstacle  it  would  have  travelled  at  least  nine  or 
ten  yards  farther  than  it  did. 


Records  in  Casting  prom  the  Reel. 


Distance 
in  Feet. 

Name. 

Place. 

Date. 

Method. 

Character  of 
Weight. 

■ 

Two  AND  A  Half  Ounces. 


138 

250 

177-8 

261  1 

197-6 

214 

263 

213-1 

180 

210 

190 


Mr.  Mayhew 
W.  H.  Wood 
D.  Slater 
W.  H.  Wood 
H.  W.  Little 
J.  T.  Emery 
J.  T.  Emery 
J.  T.  Emery 
J.  J.  Hardy 
R.  C.  Leonard 
R.  J.  Held 


Ponders  End 
Central  Park,  U.S.A. 
Twickenham 
Central  Park,  U.S.A. 
Twickenham 
Wimbledon 
Kelvedon,  Essex 
Crystal  Palace 

Central' Park,  U.S.A. 


1885 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1896 
1898 
1904 
1904 
1907 
1907 


Side-swing 


One  and  Three-Quarter  Ounces. 


160 

7 

D.  Slater 

139 

J.  Poster 

174 

6 

H.  W.  Little 

145 

E.  Keeue,  Jun. 

176 

3 

H.  W.  Little 

139 

•4 

C.  Hone 

204 

6 

J.  T.  Emery 

173 

J.  Bailey 

190 

H.  W.  Little 

159 

H.  W.  Little 

141 

H.  W.  Little 

162- 

1 

H.  W.  Little  1 

97 

A.  M.  Mayer 

127 

A.  E.  Dressel 

126 

176 

2 

S.  Fry 

125 

C.  G.  Levison 

128 

7 

R.  C.  Leonard 

123 

4 

R.  C.  Leonard 

146 

J.  J.  Hardy 

117 

C.  H.  Wheeley 

143 

7 

R.  C.  Leonard 

183-40/60 

E.  Bartholomew 

194 

8 

L.  J.  Tooley 

182 

10 

A.  Rabbers 

187 

R.  G.  Leonard 

200 

C.  Stepath 

214 

R.  C.  Leonard 

230 

0.  E.  Becker 

223 

E.  R.  Letterman 

105- 

9 

R.  C.  Leonard  1 

131 

R.  J.  Held  1 

Twickonham 


Wimbledon 
Crystal  Palace 


1886 
1886 
1888 
1888 
1890 
1890 
1896 
1904 
1904 


Side-swing 


Lead 


Lead&G.-percha 

Lead  and  Brass 
Lead  and  Wood 


Lead 

Lead&G.-percha 
Lead  and  Wood 


One  and  a  Quarter  Ounce. 


Hendon 
)» 

One  Ounce. 
Crystal  Palace  - 

Half  Ounce. 
Central  Park,  U.S.A. 
») 
it 
)) 

Madison  Sq.  Gardens 
J) 

Crystal  Palace 
>» 

Madison  Sq.  Gardens 
Chicago 

Kalamazoo 

Central  Park,  U.S.A. 


Fox  River  Valley 
Garfield  Park,  U.S.A. 

Quarter  Ounce. 

Madison  Sq.  Gardens  I 
Central  Park,  U.S.A. 


1881 
1882 


Side-swing  I  Lead 


1904  I  Side-swing  I  Lead  and  Wood 


1884 
1885 
1887 
1888 
1902 
1903 
1904 
1904 
1904 
1905 
1905 
1905 
1906 
1906 
1907 
1907 
1907 
1907 


1905 
1907 


Side-swing 

Overhead 

Side-swing 
Overhead 


Overhead 


Lead 


Rubber  Frog 


Lead  and  Wood 

Rubber  Frog 
Lead  and  Wood 


Aluminium 
Lead  and  Wood 


Rubber  FrogJ 
Aluminium 


Light  Float  Tackli  (IJdr.  Lead  5ft.  below  Float). 


75 
59 
79 

85 


81-6 


Mr.  Gregory 
P.  W.  K.  Wallis 
F.  W.  K.  Wallis 
J.  Morris 


Hendon 
Wimbledon 
Crystal  Palace 


1882 
1896 
1904 
1904 


Side-swing 


Heavy  Float  Tackle  (3dr.  Lead  8ft.  below  Float). 
H.  Coxon  I  Wimbledon  t  1896  I         . .  j 


extent,  as  I  personally  have, not  known  of  a  single 
instance,  which,  however,  is  not  entirely  conclusive. 
In  late  summer  and  in  the  fall,  the  young,  supposedly 
lin.  to  2m.  long,  are  believed  to  leave  the  swifter 
river  waters  (where  the  downward  flow  is  constant) 
for  tide-water  estuaries,  a  movement  corresponding 
with  the  descending  temperatm-e  in  the  middle 
and  upper  sections  of  the  rivers,  which  arrests 
growth  of  vegetation  and  drives  Crustacea  and  insect 
iarva;  into  winter  quarters,  a  movement  duplicated 
by  young  shad,  whose  parents  are  of  anadromous 
habit  like  the  striped  bass,  and  the  major  part  of 
whose  eggsiare  depositedin  the  same  streams  about 
two  weeks  before  the  main  ,  deposition  of  striped 
bass  eggs.  I  use  the  word  '  main  '  for  the  reason 
that  on  the  Eoanoke  river,  North  Carolina,  the 
only  place  where  eggs  have  been  taken  from  season 
to  season  to  afford  systematic  observation  of  the 
runs  of  striped  bass,  there  are  two  distinct  races, 
locally  termed  'long  rock'  and  'short  rock,'  of 
different  size,  productiveness  (in  eggs),  and  external 
markings,  the  former  usually  completing  their  egg 
deposition  by  May  10,  and  the  latter  commencing 
at  or  before  May  10,  and  completing  their  spawning 
in  ten  or  fifteen  days. 

"10.  Estuaries;  except,  however,  that  males  of 
l^lb.  to  lilb.  ascend  the  rivers  in  the  spring  to 
take  part  in  reproduction,  they  being  all  of  ten 
times  as  numerous  as  larger  males,  and  being 
almost  the  exclusive  actors  in  fertilising  the  eggs 
deposited. 

"  11.  They  can  be  caught  from  shores,  wharves, 
and  boats  by  angling  [a  and  I)  to  an  extent  to 
afford  attractive  and  drawing  sport,  but  I  can  give 
no  records  of  catches. 

"  12.  Long  Island  Sound,  where  stands  are 
prepared  and  used,  rod  and  reel;  Susquehanna 
river,  Rowlandville,  P.O.,  from  skiffs  exclusively, 
and  under  way  (oar  propulsion)  with  rod  and  reel, 
and  spoon,  the  hooks  of  which  baited. 

"  la.  Cannot  answer,  except  to  say  that  no 
'  chumming  ' — by  which  I  imderstand  scattering 
chopped  food  for  attracting  the  fishes  to  be  caught — 
is  practised  at  Rowlandville  (railroad  station, 
Octoraro  Junction,  the  actual  place  of  angling), 
Susquehanna  river,  Md.  Blood-worms  uniformly 
usea  on  the  hooks. 

"  14.  Falling  off'  in  both  large  and  small ;  as 
stated  in  answer  to  No.  8.  In  spring  mature  fish 
seek  innumerable  head-waters,  forks  of  streams,  to 
spawn,  dropping  down  in  cool,  fall  weather  to 
spend  the  winter  in  large  schools,  where  '  slicks ' 
on  the  surface,  created  by  the  blood,  grease,  and 
gurry,  from  their  feeding  on  '  bottom  fish,'  answer 
as  guides  to  small  vessel  crews  who  lay  purse-nets 
around  the  whole  aggregation  (fishing  bottom). 

"  15.  Food  when  in  fresh  waters  adult  herring, 
or  more  properly  alewives — Clupeidoi.  This  a 
known  fact,  (a).  Whatever  Crustacea,  worms,  and 
larvffi,  a  large  amount  of  fish  diet  is  consumed  (6). 

"  16.  This  question  probably  unanswerable. 
The  fish  a  rapid  grower. 

"  17.  Males  mature  at  Ijlb.,  and  females  at  31b., 
as  demonstrated  in  actual  hatching  operations 
where  the  fish  were  weighed,  eggs  taken,  and  hatched. 

"  In  closing,  I  add  that  within  ten  days  I  shall 
open  the  Weldon  (N.C.)  striped  bass  (United  States 
Government's)  hatchery,  where  it  is  my  present 
purpose  to  prepare  a  temporary  pool,  by  utilising 
employes  during  their  few  leisure  hours,  for  experi- 
mental holding  of  some  of  the  fry.  When  it  has 
materialised,  1  shall  inform  the  office,  as  the  young 
might  (on  my  surmise)  be  wanted  by  you  and  the 
friends  interested,  but  if  not  no  expense  and  no 
disappointment  will  follow. — Yours  truly, 

"  S.  G.  Worth. 

"  P.B. — Not  desiring  to  be  regarded  as  egotistical, 
I  explain  the  first  paragraph  by  saying  that  no 
systematic  hatching  has  been  done  on  Atlantic 
coast  except  by  me.  All  other  sporadic  and 
incidental  to  shad  work.  Last  year  some  hatching 
was  done  on  west  coast,  details  unprinted.  I 
worked  each  season  out,  Roanoke  river,  1883, 
1884,  1903-1907  inclusive — seven  full  seasons." 

I  am  very  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Worth,  and,  as  I 
have  already  said,  I  still  hope  to  be  able  io  give  the 
experiment  a  trial,  as  I  think  his  letter  removes  all, 
or  nearly  all,  the  doubts  I  had  as  to  its  advisability. 
I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  sea-angling  associa- 
tions on  the  south  coast  which  would  care  to 
consider  the  matter  after  reading  this  correspond- 
ence. I  should  think  the  Weymouth  district 
would  be  a  very  suitable  one  for  the  experiment, 
and  I  know  many  anglers  there  are  in  favour  of 
the  experiment.  R.  B.  Marston. 


It  will  be  noticed  that  in  the  casting  of  weights 
from  loz.  upwards,  English  anglers  hold  their  own 
very  well.  The  fine  cast  of  261ft.  lin.  by  Mr. 
W.  H.  Wood  ought,  perhaps,  to  be  omitted  from 
the  list,  since  it  is  described,  in  the  "  New  Yo^- 


Light  Weights. 
In  the  3OZ.  class  the  Americans  have  matters 
all  their  own  way,  not  only  in  the  number  but  also 
in  the  character  of  their  records.    This  is  scarcely 
to  be  wondered  at,  seeing  that  the  ^oz.  event  has 
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been  an  important  feature  of  all  American  tourna- 
ments for  the  last  quarter  of  a  century,  while  in 
England  there  has  only  been  one  competition  of 
,  any  importance  with  this  weight— that  held  at  the 
Crystal  Palace  in  1904.  The  standard  of  skill  has 
risen  steadily  year  by  year,  and  the  distance 
covered  has  increased  from  97ft.  in  1884  to  230ft 
in  1907.  Indeed,  it  would  now  seem  almost 
useless  for  anyone  to  compete  in  a  first-class 
American  tournament  unless  he  can  cast  a  ioz. 
weight  a  distance  of  something  like  200ft. 

I  cannot  find  that  there  has  ever  been  any 
contest  with  weights  of  ^\oz.  either  in  this  country 
or  in  America,  but,  judging  from  my  own  experi- 
ence, I  am  prepared  to  believe  that  the  winning 
casts  at  Shepherd's  Bush  will  be  somewhere 
between  95ft.  and  105ft.  The  exact  distance  will 
depend  largely  on  the  direction  and  force  of  the 
wind. 

But  mere  figures  will  convey  but  little  to  the 
intendmg  competitor.  It  is  essential  that  he 
should  also  know  something  of  the  conditions 
under  which  the  casts  have  been  made. 

The  Casting-Court. 
Both  the  shape  and  size  of  the  area  within  which 
the  casts  have  been  made  have  varied  considerably 
from  time  to  time,  but  in  most  of  the  recent  tourna- 
ments, on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  the  casting- 
court  has  been  V-shaped,  and  divided  into  two  equal 
halves  by  a  measuring  tape  running  down  the 
centre.  In  America  the  sides  of  the  court  are  30ft 
apart,  at  a  distance  of  100ft.  from  the  casting 
point,  while  in  England  they  are  84ft.  apart,  at  a 
distance  of  150ft.  from  the  casting  point.  The 
relative  sizes  are  shown  in  Fig.  1,  the  narrower 
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the  length  of  the  cast  is  reckoned  from  the  casting 
point  to  where  the  weight  rests,  and  the  distance 
from  the  central  tape  is  deducted  from  the  total 
length  of  the  cast. 

That  this  difierence  in  the  system  of  scoring  may, 
at  times,  give  the  American  a  great  apparent  advan- 
tage IS  made  clear  in  Fig.  2,  which  represents  an 
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Fig.  1. — English  and  American  Casting-courts 
compared. 

American  court  being  represented  by  dotted  lines. 
This  difference  in  width  denotes  very  fairly  the 
relative  accm-acy  of  the  overhead  and  side- swing 
casts. 

System  of  Scoring. 

In  the  earlier  American  tournaments  a  perpen- 
dicular was  dropped  from  the  point  where  the 
weight  fell  on  to  the  measuring  tape,  and  the 
distance  scored  was  that  indicated  at  the  point  of 
its  intersection  with  the  tape.  But  in  all  the 
recent  American  contests  the  fidl  distance  from 
the  tape  has  been  credited  without  deduction  of 
any  kind,  provided  the  weight  has  fallen  within 
the  limits  of  the  court. 

In  Englandja  different  system  obtains.  Here, 


Fig.  2. — English  and  American  Methods 
OF  Scoring. 

American  casting-court  drawn  to  scale.  Here  a  cast 
of,  say,  180ft.  in  which  the  weight  happened  to  fall 
on  the  extreme  edge  of  the  court  would  be  counted 
as  one  of  180ft.  under  American  rules.  Under 
English  rules  the  distance  from  the  tape  (roughly 
27ft.)  would  be  deducted,  and  the  cast  scored  as 
one  of  153ft.  only.    Unfortunately,  no  record  of 
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the  casts  fell  perilously  near  the  boundary  lines, 
and  the  deductions  for  inaccuracy  of  direction 
must  have  been  pretty  considerable. 

The  Casting  "Weights. 
In  all  the  early  tournaments,  both  English  and 
American,  the  casts  were  made  with  pear-shaped 
leads.     Later  on,  the  use  of  these  weights  was 
discontinued  for  fear  of  possible  danger  to  the 
spectators.   At  the  Second  Fishimi  GazeUn  Tourna- 
ment in  1882,  when  Mr.  H.  W.  Little  was  trying 
to  beat  his  own  record  of  159ft.  with  a  IJoz.  lead, 
his  line  broke,  and  the  lead  flew  in  among  the 
crowd,  cutting  a  neat  hole  in  a  man's  hard  felt  hat. 
This  would  seem,  however,  to  be  the  only  accident, 
or  approach  to  an  accident,  which  has  taken  place 
in  the  last  twenty-seven  years.    It  was  also  felt 
that  weights  composed  solely  of  lead  did  not  fairly 
represent  in  size  and  density  the  weights  used  in 
actual  fishing.    The  character  of  the  weights  has 
varied  a  good  deal  from  time  to  time.    At  the  " 
Twickenham   and  Wimbledon   tournaments  the 
weights  used  in  the  heavy  C2i07:.)  and  medium 
(Ifoz.)  classes  were  fish-like  in  shape,  and  com- 
posed of  gutta-percha  and  lead.    At  Kelvedon  the 
weight  used  by  Mr.  .J.  T.  Emery  was  of  brass  and 
lead.    At  the  Crystal  Palace,  the  weights  were  of 
liffnum-vitae  and  lead.    In  the  New  York  contests  of 
1902,  1903,  1904,  and  1905,  which  were  held  under 
cover,  a  rubber  frog  was  used,  out  of  consideration 
for  the  safety  of  the  spectators,  and  at  the  New  York 
Sportsman  Show  Tournament  of  1907  Calso  held 
indoors)  the  weights  were  of  wood  tipped  with  lead 
and  cased  in  rubber,  to  reduce  the  chance  of  injury 
Similar  weights  to  these  last  will  probably  be  used  at 
Shepherd's  Bush  in  the  heavy  and  medium  classes. 

Fig.  3  shows  a  number  of  ^oz.  casting  weights 
reproduced  full  size.  No.  L  is  a  weight  which  has 
been  m  general  use  in  America  for  some  years  past 
It  is  made  of  wood,  tipped  with  lead,  contains  a 
4OZ.  of  metal,  and  has  a  somewhat  dangerous 
pointed  end.  No.  II.  is  the  new  aluminium 
casting  weight  adopted  last  year  by  the  New  York 
Anglers'  Club.  No.  III.  is  similar  to  the  weights 
used  at  the  Crystal  Palace  Tournament  of  1904 
and  consists  of  light  wood  loaded  with  lead.' 

■;i  ^  pear-shaped  lead,  similar  to  those 

used  m  the  early  American  tournaments. 

As  may  readily  be  imagined,  the  size,  shape,  and 
specific  gravity  of  the  weights  have  a  very  con- 
siderable effect  on  the  length  of  the  cast.  The  low 
scores  made  in  the  New  York  tournaments  of  1902 
1903,  1904,  and  1905  were  mainly  due  to  the  use' 
of  a  bulky  rubber  froe.  When  the  wooden  weights 
tipped  with  lead  (c/.  Fig.  3,  No.  I.)  were  substituted 
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Pig.  3. — Four  Half-ounce  Casting-weights. 
(Actual  Size.) 


the  deductions  made  from  the  English  casts  on 
account  of  divergence  fi-om  the  tape  has  ever  been 
kept,  and  it  is,  therefore,  impossible  to  make  a 
rigid  comparison  between  English  and  American 
performances.    But,  at  the  Crystal  Palace  Touma 


in  1906  a  great  improvement  in  the  scores  was  at 
once  apparent. 

How  TO  Test  One's  Powers. 
In  the  light  of  these  facts   and   figures,  the 


ment  in  1904,  it  was  noticed  that  a  good  many  of  \  would-be  co^petrtor  shrulfhrve  S 
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estimating  roughly  his  probable  chances  of  success. 
A  line  or  tape  of  suitable  length  should  be  laid  out 
in  a  level  meadow  or  lawn,  and  a  series  of  casts 
made  with  a  weight  of  the  proper  character  and 
carefully  measured  with  due  allowance  for  devia- 
tion from  the  tape.  The  casts  should  not  be  made 
solely  or  chiefly  ilown  the  wind,  but  across  and 
even'against  it  as  well.  The  casting-court  has  to 
be  laid  out  at  the  tournament  without  regard  to  the 
direction  of  the  wind  at  any  given  moment,  and 
the  most  that  the  competitor  can  reasonably  hope 
for  on  the  day  of  the  tournament  is,  perhaps,  a 
dead  calm. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  better  casts  are 
generally  made  in  practice  than  at  the  toiurnament 
itself.  At  the  Crystal  Palace  Tournament  in  1904, 
for  instance,  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy's  best  cast  with  the 
half -ounce  weight  was  only  146ft.,  whereas  in 
practice,  with  a  good  wind  behind  him,  he  has  cast 
the  same  weight  199ft.  Similarly,  Mr.  C.^H. 
Wheeley's  best  cast  on  the  same  occasion  was  117ft., 
while  in  practice  he  has  covered  165ft.  In  the 
float-tackle  event,  casting  against  a  light  air,  Mr. 
F.  W.  K.  Wallis  was  only  able  to  cover  79ft.,  yet 
with  a  nice  wind  at  his  back  he  has  cast  precisely 
the  same  tackle  105ft.  or  so.  These  are  but  a  few 
characteristic  instances  which  could  be  doubtless 
multiplied  indefinitely.* 

The  reasons  for  the  inferiority  of  tournament 
performances  are  not  far  to  seek.  The  presence  of 
a  crowd  of  more  or  less  critical  spectators  is  apt  to 
produce  nervousness,  and  since  the  time  allowed 
for  casting  is  limited  to  five  minutes,  a  bad  case  of 
overrunning  in  the  first  or  second  cast  might  put  the 
competitor  out  of  court  altogether.  Consequently, 
it  is  only  after  he  has  made  three  good  casts  and 
has  thus  secured  a  respectable  aggregate  that  he 
can  afford  to  indulge  in  anything  like  a  soul- 
stirring  effort. 

Overhead  v.  Side-swing  Cast. 

The  rules  of  the  Shepherd's  Bush  Tournament 
have  been  drafted  in  such  a  way  as  to  allow  of  the 
use  of  the  overhead  cast.  Now,  a  glance  at  the 
table  of  records  will  show  that,  even  under  Ameri- 
can rules,  the  overhead  method  is  immeasurably 
superior  to  the  side-swing  cast  in  point  of  the 
distances  covered  when  using  a  ioz.  weight. 
Under  English  rules— where  divergence  from  the 
tape  counts  so  heavily  against  competitors — the 
far  greater  accuracy  of  the  overhead  cast  will  still 
further  accentuate  its  superiority.  If,  therefore, 
any  of  the  leading  American  bait  casters  decide 
to"  enter  the  lists,  the  standard  of  perform- 
ance in  the  ioz.  class  will  at  once  be  raised 
to  a  much  higher  level — one  to  which  Eng- 
lish anglers  may  well  find  it  difficult  to  attain. 

The  Value  of  Peactice. 

But  although  the  standard  required  in  interna- 
tional contests  of  this  kind  is  necessarily  a  high  one, 
and  may  seem  at  first  sight  beyond  the  powers  of  the 
angler  who  has  hitherto  confined  himself  to  fieliing 
casts,  it  is  wonderful  what  an  improvement  follows 
a  little  steady  practice  under  tournament  conditions. 
Even  in  the  event  of  failure,  the  good  effects  of 
this  practice  will  not  be  entirely  lost,  since  the 
additional  skill  attained  will  be  found  most 
valuable  in  ordinary  angling  long  after  July  has 
come  and  gone. 

My  best  thanks  are  due  to  Messrs.  J.  T.  Emery, 
C.  H.  Wheeley,  J.  J.  Hardy,  F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  and 
others  for  information  which  they  have  supplied 
in  regard  to  past  English  tournaments,  and  to  Mr. 
Chancellor  G.  Levison,  of  New  York,  for  his  great 
care  and  kindness  in  supplying  data  with  regard  to 
American  records.  Leonard  Ceossle. 


*  In  the  three  cases  mentioned  no  deduction  was 
made  for  divergence  from  the  tape. 


A  6lb.  Steelhead  on  a  4oz.  Rod. — Dr.  James 
Watt,  of  the  San  Francisco  Fly  Casting  Club,  had 
some  good  sport  recently  at  Point  Reyes.  Fishing 
on  the  south  side  of  the  county  bridge,  in  the  tide 
flow  at  Paper  Mill  Creek,  he  hooked  and  safely 
landed  a  6lb.  steelhead,  and  also  a  two-pounder. 
The  angler's  task  was  not  easy,  by  any  means,  as  he 
was  using  a  4oz.  rod  and  light  tackle.  Dr.  Watt 
being,  however,  an  expert  in  trout  fishing,  managed 
by  careful  playing  and  good  judgment  to  land 
his  fish. 


ELEVEN  THOUSAND  TEOUT 

TURN  INTO 
EIGHTEEN  HUNDRED  PIKE. 


According  to  reports  in  the  daily  papers,  the 
experiment  in  stocking  the  famous  Luton  Hoo 
Lake  with  trout  has  turned  out  a  failure  : — 

"Two  years  ago  Sir  Julius  Wernher  caused  the 
lake  to  be  netted  for  pike  and  other  coarse  fish. 
Eleven  thousand  trout,  including  many  rainbows, 
were  then  placed  in  the  water,  and  gave  excellent 
sport  to  the  fly-rod.  But  this  spring  the  number 
of  trout  seemed  greatly  diminishing,  and  it  was 
decided  that  the  lake  should  be  netted  a  second 
time.  Only  nine  out  of  the  eleven  thousand  trout 
were  caught  in  the  nets,  and  the  netsmen  were 
astonished  to  find  that  the  total  number  of  pike 
taken  was  eighteen  hvmdred,  including  one  monster 
of  171b." 

Either  the  original  stock  of  pike  was  not 
exterminated  or  pike  have  come  down,  with  a 
vengeance,  from  the  River  Lea,  which  runs 
through  the  lake.  Twenty  years  ago  Luton  Hoo 
was  one  of  the  finest  pike  waters  in  the  kingdom, 
but  of  late  years  the  "fish  got  into  very  poor, 
eel-like,  starved  condition,  and  when  they  heard 
that  eleven  thousand  trout  were  coming  they  must 
have  sung,  "  To-morrow  will  be  Friday  !  " 

R.  B.  M. 


THE  "IMAGE"  SWIM. 

By  F.  H.  Amphlett. 


Although  Thames  trouting  is  now  in  vogue  and 
coarse  fishing  is  for  the  time  being  closed,  one  can 
be  excused  for  recalling  good  days  amongst  roach 
and  perch  in  times  not  long  gone  by.  The  place  I 
wish  to  call  attention  to  is  what  is  known  as  the 
"  Image  "  swim  on  the  Thames  at  Datchet,  and  it 
is  the  swim  from  which  I  caught  my  largest 
roach— a  fish  of  21b.  25oz.  The  swim  is  known  to 
a  number  of  Thames  anglers,  but  probably  not  to 
every  nine  out  of  every  ten  of  those  who  fish  the 
river.  It  was  that  well-known  Thames  professional 
Jack  Keene  who  first  brought  this  particular  swim 
to  my  attention,  and  ever  since  Datchet  as  an  angling 
resort  has  been  a  favourite  one  of  mine.  Its  great 
advantages  will  be  readily  recognised  when  I  state 
that  those  who  know  the  water  usually  obtain  good 
sport,  that  the  distance  from  London  is  only 
twenty-three  and  three-quarter  miles,  and  that  the 
walk  from  the  railway  station  to  the  river  occupies 
only  two  or  three  minutes.  Certainly,  one  is  able 
to  get  some  fishing  with  the  minimum  amount  of 
trouble. 

But  there  is  one  other  great  point  in  favour  of 
the  angler— especially  if  he  can  use  the  punt  pole 
himself.  Between  the  Victoria  Bridge  (up  stream) 
and  the  Albert  Bridge  (down  stream)  the  river  is 
skirted  on  the  one  side  by  Windsor  Great  Park, 
along  which  no  one  is  permitted  to  walk  unless 
towing  a  boat,  whilst  on  the  other  bank  private 
land  slopes  to  the  water's  edge.  These  two  factors 
render  this  stretch  of  water  practically  secluded, 
and  anglers  can  only  fish  by  the  use  of  a  punt  or 
boat.  But  immediately  one  reaches  the  river  the 
landing-stage  greets  one's  eye,  and  so  there  is  no 
loss  of  time  in  reaching  the  fishing  grounds. 
Lumsden  and  Hoare  let  out  punts  or  boats,  and 
the  former  acts  as  professional  fisherman.  Bank 
angling  is  only  allowed  on  the  other  side  of  both 
bridges. 

What  to  Study. 
The  "  Image "  swim  is  some  little  way  down 
stream,  and  I  recommend  the  angler  who  is  out  for 
the  whole  day  to  first  of  all  study  the  direction  of 
the  wind.  As  this  stretch  of  the  river  is  horse-shoe 
shaped,  one  can  avoid  an  upstream  wind  by  push- 
ing or  towing  the  punt  up  to  the  top  of  the  bushes 
above  the  Victoria  Bridge,  and  fish  that  excellent 
stretch  of  water,  for  good-sized  roach  and  chub  can 
nearly  always  be  had  there  under  favourable  condi- 
tions. As  the  afternoon  advances,  the  probability 
is  that  the  wind  will  die  away  for  the  evening, 
and  so  the  punt  is  paddled  down  stream  past 
the  fascinating  little  village,  and  two  or  three 
riverside  mansions  with  grassy  lawns,  until 
a  small  pedestal  is  noticed  at  the  end  of  the  last 
I  lawn.    The  pedestal  at  one  time  supported  an 


image,  hence  the  name  of  the  swim.  Below  it 
high  trees  overhang  the  water  as  far  as  the  eye  can 
see,  as  the  river  curves  to  the  left.  Taking  the  punt 
close  in  to  the  low  brick  wall,  which  only  extends 
a  few  yards  below  the  swim,  the  angler  should 
note  the  strength  of  the  eddy  before  fixing  the 
punt.  On  the  shore  side,  the  water  in  the  winter 
and  up  to  the  close  of  the  season  forms  a  back 
eddy,  and  on  the  outside  edge  the  stream  is  fairly 
fast.  The  proper  place  to  fish  is  between  the  two 
currents.  This  is  best  done  by  fixing  the  inner 
rye-peck  about  five  feet  from  the  bank,  where  the 
bottom  is  a  mixture  of  sand  and  gravel.  The 
"  parlour  "  end  of  the  punt  having  been  meanwhile 
kept  pointed  up  stream  is  pushed  across  the  water, 
and  the  outer  rye-peck  is  fixed.  Owing  to  the 
sharp  current  the  gravel  bottom  is  almost  as  solid 
as  concrete,  so  any  hasty  fixing-up  will  be 
disastrous,  for  the  outer  pole  will  sooner  or  later  give 
way  under  the  weight  of  the  water,  and  the  swim 
will  be  disturbed.  Give  plenty  of  time  to  fixing  up 
carefully,  and  good  sport  will  probably  be  the 
recompense. 

Good  Sport. 

On  the  very  same  day  that  I  captured  my  largest 
roach,  I  was  accompanied  by  Mr.  Peskett,  who  was 
then  the  hon.  secretary  of  the  Wimbledon  Pisca- 
torials,  and  he  secured  the  six  largest  roach  from 
the  Thames  that  were  shown  at  his  club  during  the 
season.  I  believe  he  was  awarded  a  silver  cup. 
The  day,  however,  was  very  bad  as  regards  weather, 
and  so  there  was  after  all  something  to  be  grateful 
for.  On  another  occasion  Mr.  Jacobs  caught  a 
pike  of  lOilb.  when  ledgeri^g  with  a  small  live- 
bait  in  the  eddy  just  at  the  end  of  the  wall.  Once 
when  fishing  the  same  swim  with  Mr.  H.  G. 
Hankins  we  had  a  splendid  lot  of  roach,  and  he 
also  got  a  chub  of  31b.  14oz.  I  also  fished  there 
with  Mr.  T.  Lyne,  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorials, 
and  again  had  a  good  lot  of  roach.  But  the 
best  day  I  recollect  was  with  Dr.  T.  D.  Paradise, 
of  the  Kingston  Piscatorials.  He  is  an  enthusiastic 
angler,  and  we  had  often  talked  of  a  day's  fishing 
together  at  Datchet.  As  we  travelled  there,  on 
March  12,  six  years  ago,  he  remarked  upon  the 
stillness  of  the  air  and  the  genial  warmth  of  the 
early  spring  sun.  It  seemed  an  ideal  day,  and  as 
we  passed  down  stream  in  the  punt,  about  10  a.m., 
with  our  rods  ready  fixed  up  and  the  gut  lengths 
hanging  idly  over  the  side  of  the  punt  soaking,  my 
genial  companion  commented  upon  our  good  for- 
tune in  finding  the  river  in  first-class  order,  and 
with  scarcely  a'ripple  on  its  surface. 

Only  Fished  One  Swim. 

It  was  my  intention  to  try  the  famous  "  Image  " 
swim  to  start  the  day  with,  and  then  pass  on  to  the 
island  above  Old  Windsor  weir.  We  fixed  the 
punt  firmly  and  plumbed  the  depth,  which  showed 
about  seven  feet  of  water,  shallowing  a  trifle 
towards  the  bank.  Three  or  four  balls  of  ground- 
bait  were  gently  dropped  in  the  water  in  front  of 
the  well,  and  baiting  with  breadcrust  cubes  we 
started  upon  what  proved  the  best  day's  fishing  I 
have  ever  had  at  this  particular  swim.  No 
time  was  lost,  for  the  doctor  had  hooked  a 
fine  roach  of  over  |lb.  the  second  swim  of 
his  float,  and  before  he  had  landed  his  fish 
I  was  contesting  with  another  of  similar  size. 
This  was  a  good  start,  and  up  to  one  o'clock  it 
continued.  We  took  roach  after  roach  almost  as 
fast  as  we  could,  and  none  went  under  ^Ib. ;  two 
or  three  were  well  over  1  lb.  Then  there  was  a 
lull,  and  we  decided  to  take  lunch,  first  of  all, 
however,  putting  a  small  marsh-worm  on  our 
roach  tackle  and  allowing  it  to  go  wherever  carried 
by  the  eddy.  To  our  surprise  and  delight,  we  took 
over  a  dozen  fine  perch,  and  had  we  had  minnows  we 
might  have  caught  more.  Lunch  over,  we  returned 
to  the  roachiflg,  and  found  the  fish  were  again 
feeding  well.  "Harold,"  a  well-known  river- 
side man  at  Datchet,  and  well  versed  in  the 
art  of  fishing,  came  down  the  road  which  runs 
parallel  with  the  river  to  see  how  we  were  getting 
on,  and  was  as  interested  with  the  sport  as  we 
were.  At  six  o'clock  we  decided  to  stop  fishing, 
and  on  looking  into  the  well  of  the  punt  we  found 
it  absolutely  full,  and  they  were  all  caught  at  one 
swim.  The  fish  were  counted  at  the  landing-stage 
on  our  return,  and  they  numbered  nine  and  a  half 
dozen  roach,  three  of  which  scaled  lib.  5oz.  each, 
and  fourteen  good  perch.  So  we  decided  to  add 
this  day  at  the  "  Image  "  swim  to  our  red-letter 
days. 
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HIGHBUEY  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
ANNUAL  DINNER, 


The  fortieth  annual  dinner  of  the  a,ho\e  society 
was  held  at  their  headquarters,  the  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,    Bedford- square,   W.C.,    on  Wednesday 
.    evening,  April  29. 

The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  Wm.  Senior  (Editor 
of  the  Field),  Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham  (Angling 
Editor  of  the  Field)  being  vice-chairman. 

Among  those  present  were  :  —  Eev.  J.  Adams, 
Messrs.  J.  S.  Afford,  W.  T.  Attwood,  Arthur  C. 
Chapman,  P.  H.  Clifton,   W.   Cox,  J.  L.  Crouch, 
H.  Dunn,  F,  Garlick,  T.  Hall,  F.  Harding,  J. 
Haines,  W.  A.  Herbert,  jun.,  G,  H.  Howard,  H. 
---    Hubbard.  F.  J.  Hudd,  P.  ,J.  Jagels,  C.  L.  Kempton, 
:  A.  W.  Kersley,  H.   A.  Linsdell,  Dr.  Openshaw, 
Messrs.  Chas.  A.  Payton  ("  Sarcelle  "),  A.  Piercy, 
J.  Potter,  A.  Quick,  G.  H.  Rayner,  H.  J.  Ricketts, 
C.    Roberts,      T.      Saunders      (Walton  and 
.  Cotton),  C.  Scholefield,  Wm.   Senior  (Editor  of 
-  the  Field),  H.  T.  Sheringham  (Angling  Editor  of 
the  Field),  T.  A.  Shaw,  W.  Short,  J.  R.  Simpson, 

F.  W.  Sorrell,  C.  Spencer,  Graham  Stanham, 
A.  C.  Turnbull,  J.  Weedon,  G.  P.  Williams,  and 

G.  H.  Winter. 

Letters  were  received  from  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston 
{Editor  Fishing  Gazette),  Mr.  A.  C.  Bonsall  {Shoot- 
ing Times),  Mr.  Henry  Heath  ("  The  Baron  "),  Mr. 
T.  B.  Berger,  and  others,  regretting  their  inability 
to  be  present  at  the  dinner. 

The  toast  of  "  The  King  "  having  been  given. 
The  Chairman,  whose  rising  was  the  signal  for 
a  round  of  applause,  proposed  the  toast  of  "  The 
Highbury  Angling  Society  "  in  a  speech  full  of 
hurnour.    He  said  :  I  congratulate  the  society  on 
having  arrived  at  so  matiu-e  an  age  as  to  be  cele- 
brating  their  fortieth  annual  dinner.    The  record 
of  the  society  has  always  been  one  of  the  most 
intense  respectability  and  modesty,  their  desire 
being  to  live  in  the  silent  shade  rather  than  have 
their  doings  proclaimed  from  the  housetops,  and 
to  maintain  at  all  times  the  highest  ideals  of 
sport.     I  congratulate  the  company,  as  I  con- 
gratulate myself,  on  being  members  of  the  High- 
bury Angling  Society.    Yet  an  occasion  like  the 
present  cannot  fail  to  bring  to  mind  the  many 
changes  that  have  taken  place  during  the  existence 
oi  the  society.    I  remember  my  first  club  in  the 
sixties — the  well-known  True  Waltonian  Angling 
Society — as  to  which  it  had  been  disputed  whether 
it  or  the  Piscatorial  Society  was  the  oldest  angling 
society  in  London.    One  of  the  greatest  changes 
has  been  the  obtaining  of  waters  of  their  own 
for   the  use  of  members,    and  in  those  early 
days  I  believe  that  the  True  Waltonians  were 
the  only  London   society  that   had   their  own 
water.     Now  practically   all   the   higher  class 
societies  (and,  of  course,  we  are  among  them) 
have  theii-  own  waters,  and  a  very  good  thing 
too.    But  changes  have  not  taken  place  in  the 
societies   alone,  they  have  also  taken  place  in 
the  fish.    I  leave  it  to  the  scientific  men  to  say 
whether  it  is  because  of  education,  ignorance, 
theology,  or  Tariff  Reform,  but  I  do  know  that 
the  fish  don't  bite  and  don't  rise  now  as  they  did 
in  my  early  days.    In  some  rivers  we  know  that  the 
pollution  from  the  factories  and  mills  will  account 
for  the  change.    Some  attribute  the  change  in  our 
rivers  to  the  drainage  system,  to  the  use  of  chemical 
manures  upon  the  land,  and  to  the  reduction  of 
water  by  systematic  robbery.    Be-that  as  it  may, 
I  maintain  that  the  fish  do  not  bite  and  do  not  rise 
as  they  used  to  do,  and  there  must  be  changes  in 
some  direction  to  account  for  this.     I  know  it 
will  be  considered  by  some  heresy  of  the  worst 
kind,  but  I  raise  the  question  of  the  sense  or  other- 
wise of  returning  toe  many  fish  caught  to  the  river. 
A  trout  that  has  reached  years  of  discretion  may 
have  been  hooked  three  or  four  times  and  returned, 
being  under  the  standard  size ;  would  he  not  become 
shy.2    Another  point  is  as  to  the  wisdom  of  exces- 
sive clearing  of  trout  waters  of  coarse  fish.    In  the 
stream  where  I  had  the  best  trout  fishing  in  my 
life  there  were  pike  in  reason,  and  coarse  fish  in 
reason.      I  think  the  only  fish  that  have  not 
changed   greatly  are  the  migratory  salmonid.ce. 
But  poor  working  men  cannot  get  salmon  fish- 
ing except   by  the  kindness   of  friends,  or  by 
gigantic  exertions,  travelling  long  distances,  etc. ; 
but  by  the  aid  of  societies  like  the  Highbury 
Angling  Society,  who  preserve  their  own  waters, 
we  are  enabled  to  get  sport  at  reasonable  expense. 
Mr.- Senior  then  referred  to  the  changes  in  tackle,  ■ 
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which  followed  the  education  of  fish,  the  multipli- 
cation of  anglers,  and  the  necessity  of  prodigious 
skill  by  all  classes  of  fishermen.  He  had  once 
inspected  the  works  of  Messrs.  Allcock  and  Co.  at 
Redditch,  and  was  astonished  at  the  magnitude  of 
the  business,  and  the  endless  variety  and  amazing 
quantity  of  the  devices  which  went  to  all  parts  of 
the  world  ;  all  this  showed  how  the  numbers  of 
anglers  had  grown,  and  how  the  fish  were  getting 
more  diilicult  to  catch,  being  fished  for  more  per- 
sistently as  time  went  on.  The  president  finally 
enlarged  on  the  various  changes  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  journalism  and  literature  of  sport, 
remarking  that  of  late  there  had  been  a  tendency 
towards  the  intensely  practical.  For  himself  he 
had  ever  striven  to  follow  Father  Izaak  Walton  in 
making  much  of  the  sweet  sights  and  sounds  of 
Nature,  believing  that  it  was  this  element  of  senti- 
ment that  had  assisted  to  keep  angling  distinctive 
amongst  the  sports  that  were  untainted.  But  there 
were  some  things  that  changed  not ;  the  flowers, 
and  sedges,  and  birds  remained,  the  waters  still 
ran  seawards,  and,  above  all,  by  the  aid  of  such 
societies  as  this,  we  could  still  reckon  upon  real 
comradeship,  manly  brotherhood,  and  a  determina- 
tion to  uphold  the  sound  canons  of  sport.  He 
concluded  by  giving  the  toast,  "  The  Highbury 
Angling  Society."  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  G.  H.  Rayner  (hon.  sec),  responding  for 
"  The  Highbury,"  said  :  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentle- 
men,— We  have  been  a  society  for  forty  years, 
and  this  toast  has  been  given  and  responded  to  at 
least  forty  times,  and  I  have  never  had  more 
pleasure  in  responding  to  it  than  I  have  to-night. 
The  society  was  never  in  a  more  satisfactory  position 
than  at  present.  Forty  years  ago  several  keen 
sportsmen  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Highbury 
formed  this  society.  They  must  have  been  good 
anglers — the  rules  they  handed  down  to  us  prove 
that.  I  was  at  Highbury  a  fortnight  ago,  and  was 
meditating  on  the  changes  that  had  taken  place. 
I  had  read  of  Highbury  as  a  spot  where  the  New 
River  used  to  gracefully  glide  through  the  meadows, 
and^  the  lambs  prance  in  the  sunshine ;  but  my 
meditations  were  rudely  disturbed  by  the  roar 
and  rattle  of  motor-'bus  and  electric  car,  and  it 
seemed  to  me  that  the  name  "  Highbury  "  was  the 
only  link  we  had  left  us  connected  with  the  district. 
The  past  season  has  been  in  many  respects  a 
record  one.  Seventy-eight  specimen  fish  have  been 
weighed  in  this  year.  This  is  a  record,  and 
included  in  this  are  thirteen  fish  over  our  medal 
standard.  Mr.  W.  T.  Attwood  is  the  holder  of  the 
Ch  allenge  Cup  for  the  year.  Mr.  H.  Dunn  wins  the 
cup  for  the  best  specimen  fish,  with  a  trout  of 
41b.  3|oz.  taken  on  fly.  Mr.  Attwood  has  not 
only  won  the  championship,  but  has  also  done 
the  secretary's  work  during  the  holiday  the  society 
has  been  good  enough  to  give  me.  (Hear,  hear.) 
He  has  taken  a  grayling  of  21b.  14o2.,  which 
entitles  him  to  another  cup  (cheers)  ;  and  I  should 
like  publicly  to  thank  Mr.  Attwood  for  the  assist- 
ance he  has  given  the  society  this  year.  Our  friend 
the  Rev.  J.  Adams  has  also  inveigled  a  trout  of 
21b.  13oz.  from  our  club  water,  which  entitles  him 
to  a  cup.  We  have  waters  at  Farnham  to  fish  in 
spring  and  summer,  and  at  Barford  for  the  autumn 
and  winter,  comfortable  quarters,  and  a  most  distin- 
guished fisherman  presiding  over  the  society. 
(Hear,  hear.)  I  should  like  to  thank  him  for  the 
kind  manner  in  which  he  proposed  this  toast. 
May  the  society  continue  for  another  forty  years, 

Mr.  J.  L.  Crouch  proposed  the  toast  of  "  The 
Press  and  Visitors,"  and  made  interesting  refer- 
ences to  some  of  the  peculiarities  of  their  reports 
of  large  fish,  etc.  He  had  reason  to  believe  that 
the  health  of  the  Press  in  general,  and  the  sporting 
Press  in  particular,  was  all  right.  He  gave  them 
"  The  Press,"  coupled  with  the  name  of  Mr.  H.  T. 
Sheringham  and  the  absent  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston. 

Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham  responded,  and,  after 
dwelling  on  the  way  in  which  anglers  were  catered 
for  by  the  Field,  Fishing  Gazette,  and  other  sporting 
papers,  said  that  a  decided  feature  of  the  ordinary 
Press,  too,  was  the  generous  way  in  which  they  now 
encouraged  anglers.  Mr.  Sheringham  had  investi- 
gated some  of  the  reports  of  large  fish  refen-ed  to 
by  Mr.  Crouch,  with  amusing  results,  some  of 
which  he  related.  He  also  touched  on  one  or  two 
zealous  but  ill-informed  articles  that  had  met  his 
eye  in  lay  publications,  and  finally  supported  the 
chau-man's  view  as  to  the  way  in  which  angling 
writers  helped  on  the  education  of  the  fish. 

Mr.  Chas.  A.  Payton  (H.M.  Consul  at  Calais), 
who  was  heartily  applauded  on  rising,  responded 
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to  the  toast  of  the  "  Visitors  and  Friends."  He 
said  he  had  given  up  a  rather  doubtful  fishing 
day  to  come  to  this  function,  and  had  crossed  an 
unusually  calm  "  Channel  "  to  receive  such  a  hearty 
welcome  as  he  would  not  easily  forget.  He  was 
delighted  with  the  spirit  of  comradeship  and 
hearty  goodwill  shown  by  the  members,  he 
admired  their  splendid  collection  of  fish  ;  in  fact, 
he  was  having  a  good  time,  and  had  no  regrets  for 
those  possible  fish  he  might  have  lost.  He  had 
fished  for  sixty  years,  and  had  not  often  caught 
such  fish  as  he  had  seen  on  their  walls  this  even- 
ing. He  had  fished  with  Mr.  Senior  in  Normandy 
and  in  Norway,  and  was  delighted  to  meet  him 
there  that  night.  He  gave  the  toast,  "  Visitors  and 
Friends." 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Adams  proposed  the  toast  of 
"  The  Chainnan."  He  said  we  all  know  "  Red 
Spinner  "  is  the  most  genial  of  anglers,  the  best 
of  friends,  and  holds  the  highest  ideals  of  what 
angling  should  be.  He  entirely  disagreed  with 
Mr.  Senior  in  trying  to  discourage  us  in  being 
practical.  Mr.  Senior's  own  writings  are  always 
practical,  but  then  he  always,  as  he  says,  gives  you 
time  to  see  the  scenery.  Gentlemen,  I  give  you 
"  The  Chairman." 

The  musical  arrangements  were  perfectly  carried 
out  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Arthur  C.  Chapman, 
Those  who  charmed  the  audience  with  song  were 
Mr.  Rawl  Adams  (vociferously  encored),  Mr.  A.  C. 
Chapman,  Mr.  Leslie  Kempton,  Mr.  Fred  Rome, 
and  Mr.  W.  C.  Watkin.  Mr.  J.  L.  Crouch  gave 
two  violin  solos  in  his  own  inimitable  style,  and 
Mr.  L.  Stanley  Overton  wag  a  most  able 
accomj)anist. 

The  society  proved  that  they  were  not  "  too 
old  at  forty  "  to  know  how  to  provide  a  ten-course 
banquet,  which  was  placed  before  the  guests  by 
Host  and  Hostess  Martin  in  the  most  praiseworthy 
manner. 

The  fort'e'h  annual  dinner  of  the  Highbury 
Angling  Society  was  brought  to  a  close  by  Ihe 
singing  of  "  God  Save  the  King "  and  "  Auld 
Lang  Syne." 


RULES   FOR   REGULATING  ANGLING 
ON  THE  LOCH  MAREE  HOTEL 
ANGLING  WATERS. 


[Among  the  rules  which  have  been  sent  to  me 
recently  in  response  to  my  request,  and  for  which 
I  again  beg  to  thank  the  donors,  I  received  the 
following  from  Mr.  Robert  B.  Thomson,  of  Dundee. 
It  seems  to  me  that  there  arc  many  lakes  where 
this  or  some  similar  arrangement  would  work 
advantageously,  and  give  all  visitors  an  equal 
chance  of  fishing  the  best  as  well  as  the  other 
beats.  Mr.  Thomson  tells  me  he  drew  up  these 
rules  for  Loch  Maree  two  years  ago,  and  they  have 
added  a  great  deal  to  the  comfort  of  anglers 
frequenting  the  loch,  and  increased  the  annual 
number  of  fish  caught. — Ed.  F.G.\ 

1.  The  angling  waters  are  divided  into  twelve 
beats,  and  each  beat  to  be  occupied  by  one  boat, 
except  under  Rule  5,  "  when  two  beats  may  be 
occupied  by  one  boat,"  and  the  angler  or  anglei-s 
occupying  the  heat  will  be  entitled  to  the  sole 
right  of  fishing  all  the  fly  fishing  water  on  the  beat 
or  beats  for  the  day. 

2.  Anglers  on  arrival  will  enter  their  names  at 
the  foot  of  the  list  in  the  column  for  the  next 
available  day,  and  their  names  will  go  up  one  place 
on  the  list  on  each  day  of  their  stay  till  they  reach 
No.  1,  when  they  come  down  to  No.  12.  And  they 
will  be  entitled  to  fish  all  the  fly  fishing  waters  on 
the  beat  bearing  the  number  opposite  the  name 
on  the  list  and  on  the  map. 

Note. — For  the  purposes  of  this  rule  two  anglers 
in  one  boat  will  be  considered  as  one,  and  they  will 
be  entitled  to  fish  only  one  bpat  and  only  one  of 
their  names  must  be  entered  on  the  list. 

3.  Should  two  or  more  anglers  an-i-se  at  same 
time  they  must  ballot  for  the  order  of  their  names 
on  the  list.  If  list  is  full  when  angler  arrives  see 
Rule  6. 

4.  Should  one  or  more  anglers  depart  the  anglers 
below  them  on  the  list  will  have  tlje  option  of 
placing  their  names  one  or  more  places  up  on  the 
list,  in  the  order  of  their  names  on  the  list,  count- 
ing from  No.  1. 

■  5.  In  the  event  of  there  not  being  sufficient 
boats  occupied  to  take  up  all  the  twelve  beats,  the 
anglers  in  the  order  of  their  names  on  the  list 
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(counting  from  No.  1)  may  choose  any  of  the 
vacant  beats,  and  be  entitled  to  fish  two  beats  for 
the  day ;  but  as  soon  as  there  is  sufficient  boats 
occupied  to  take  up  all  the  twelve  beats  they  must 
revert  to  the  beat  they  would  have  been  entitled 
to  under  Rule  2. 

6.  In  case  the  list  should  be  full  when  anglers 
arrive,  all  anglers  who  have  engaged  their  boat  and 
boatman  previous  to  their  arrival  shall  be  entitled 
to  have  precedence,  in  order  of  the  date  of  their 
application,  to  the  right  to  take  vacant  beats  as 
they  occur  and  to  the  boat  and  boatman  they  have 
engaged,  even  should  they  have  arrived  after  those 
who  have  not  done  so. 

7.  Anglers  may  exchange  beats,  but  should  such 
exchange  take  place  there  must  be  no  alteration  of 
thfi  position  of  their  names  on  the  list. 

8.  Anglers  must  give  not  less  than  one  clear 
day's  notice  of  the  date  of  their  departm-e, 

9.  The  list  must  be  made  up  as  soon  after  dinner 
as  possible  and  completed  by  9.30. 

10.  No  trolling  to  be  allowed  except  in  the  deep 
water  outside  the  fly-fishing  waters. 

11.  Anglers  must  not  allow  their  boatmen  to 
row  their  boats  through  any  fly-fishing  waters  on 
their  way  to  their  beats. 

Division  of  Beats. 

1.  North  Shore. 

2.  Isle  of  Mai-ee. 

3.  Weedy  Bay. 

4.  Steamer  Channel  and  Slattadale  Bay. 

5.  Grudie  Bay  and  Salmon  Point. 

6.  Back  of  Islands. 

7.  Black  Rock,  Salmon  Reach,  and  Grudie  River. 

8.  Pig's  Bay  and  Bank's  Bay. 

9.  Ash  Island. 

10.  Sandy  Bay  and  Fool's  Rock. 

11.  Coree  Bay. 

12.  Hotel  Beat. 


ANGLEE  FINED  EOE  TAKING 
SAMLETS. 


An  angler  staying  at  Dulverton,  Somerset,  was 
summoned  before  the  local  magistrates  on  April  29 
for  taking  some  young  salmon  from  the  Bade. 
Mr.  Ford,  prosecuting  for  the  Exe  Board  of  Con- 
servancy, said  the  two  young  salmon  found  in  hia 
basket  were  only  six  inches  in  length,  so  that,  even 
if  they  had  been  trout  and  not  salmon,  they  ought 
to  have  been  returned  to  the  river.  Edgar  Hill, 
water-bailiff,  said,  when  he  asked  defendaTit  about  the 
young  salmon,  he  replied  that  he  thought  they  were 
trout.  Later  defendant  said  the  salmon  were  badly 
hooked.  Witness  replied  that  that  did  not  matter  ; 
all  such  fish  had  to  be  returned  to  the  water. 
There  was  a  lady  fishing  with  the  defendant,  but 
witness  did  not  look  at  her  basket.  The  chairman 
announced  that  defendant  must  pay  10s.  and  costs, 
but  on  Mr.  Evans  (a  magistrate)  saying  that  was 
too  much,  the  fine  was  reduced  to  5s.  and  costs. 
—Field. 


THE  KIVEE  GAEKY,  INVEENESS. 


The  River  Garry  discharges  itself  into  the 
Caledonian  Canal  near  the  picturesque  ruins  of 
Invergarry  Castle.  It  has  the  reputation  of  being 
a  rich  man's  river,  and  the  average  fisherman 
knowing  only  of  the  rent,  running  well  into  four 
figures,  obtained  for  the  salmon  fishing  on  the 
lower  reaches,  regards  it  as  desirable  but  unattain- 
able. All  the  same,  it  does  contain  possibilities 
for  him,  as  we  will  show ;  and  even  a  possibility  is 
worthy  of  consideration  in  these  days,  when 
followers  of  Izaak  Walton  are  compelled  to  go 
farther  and  farther  afield  for  the  indulgence  of 
their  hobby,  especially  if  their  hobby  is  strong  and 
their  finances  are  weak  ! 

Rising  about  forty  miles  to  the  westward  of 
Invergarry  Castle,  the  Garry  expands  as  it  flows 
down  the  glen  first  into  Loch  Quoich  and  ten  miles 
further  on  into  Loch  Garry.  Both  are  narrow 
lochs,  averaging  about  half  a  mile  in  breadth,  and 
the  former  is  seven  miles,  the  latter  six  miles  in 
length. 

With  Loch  Quoich  we  may  begin  our  story. 
Nor  could  we  choose  a  more  suitable  point ;  for 
you  are  fortunate  indeed  if  you  can  obtain  permis- 
sion for  a  day's  fishing  in  this  incomparable  little 
loch.  Remote  from  the  beaten  track  and  seldom 
fished,  it  will  afford  you  on  a  favourable  day  sport 


such  as  we  dream  of  but  seldom  obtain  ;  and  your 
catch  may  well  be  heavier  than  you  can  conve- 
niently carry.  Even  on  a  "  bad  "  day  fifteen  to 
twenty  trout  averaging  three  quarters  of  a  pound 
would  be  no  unusual  basket.  The  fishing  on  this 
loch  is  let ;  but  we  believe  that  leave  can  be 
obtained  for  an  occasional  day;  and  it  may  there- 
fore be  counted  among  the  attractions  of  the 
Tomdoun  Inn,  which  is  only  four  miles  I  away. 

This  is  a  fishing  centre  well  worthy  the  attention 
of  the  itinerant  fisherman,  as  it  offers,  besides  the 
possibility  of  Loch  Quoich,  free  fishing  on  the 
River  Garry,  on  Loch  Garry,  and  on  several  hill 
lochs.  The  trout  fishing  on  the  river — and  there 
are  several  miles  of  it — is  good,  especially  in  the 
ev  ening ;  and  the  scenery  is  varied  and  delightful. 
You  will  also  be  allowed  to  try  for  an  occasional 
salmon,  water  permitting,  and  you  will  get  the 
place  more  or  less  to  yourself,  in  May  and  June  at 
any  rate,  owing  to  its  distance  from  the  beaten 
track. 

We  now  come  to  Loch  Garry,  which  is  ten  miles 
by  road  from  Loch  Quoich,  the  Tomdoun  Inn 
standing  about  halfway  between  the  two.  This  is 
a  narrow  piece  of  water  about  six  miles  in  length, 
and  offers  good  trouting  throughout.  The  upper 
portion  of  the  lake  is  somewhat  rocky  in  character 
and  thoroughly  adapted  for  trolling,  while  the  lower 
end  is  a  very  paradise  of  angling.  The  loch  is  here 
cut  almost  in  half  by  a  narrow  neck  of  land, 
becomes  shallow  and  weedy  in  character,  and  splits 
up  into  a  number  of  charming  little  bays,  sheltered 
from  the  storms  which  sweep  over  more  exposed 
waters,  yet  readily  catching  the  breeze ;  holding 
fish  everywhere,  owing  to  the  water  being  of  no 
great  depth,  and  those  the  gamest  little  fish 
imaginable,  running  up  to  lib.  or  Ijlb.,  and 
averaging  about  three  to  the  pound. 

Here  we  have  spent  many  an  enjoyable  hour  in 
a  light  boat,  which  we  managed  ourselves.  Two 
afternoons  especially  come  back  to  our  recollection, 
when,  after  a  morning  of  dead  calm,  a  nice  westerly 
breeze  sprang  up  about  three  o'clock,  and  for  a 
couple  of  hours  the  fun  was  fast  and  furious.  The 
services  of  a  gillie  would  have  been  acceptable  to 
prevent  drifting  too  fast,  to  save  time  in  rowing 
back,  and  to  land  the  fish  without  loss  of  time, 
not  to  speak  of  lielping  to  carry  them  home.  But 
there  is  a  satisfaction  in  "  making  all  the  runs  off 
one's  own  bat  "  ;  and,  if  this  can  be  applied  to 
fishing.  Loch  Garry  is  the  place  to  do  it,  for  the 
reason  which  we  have  given — namely,  that  the 
water  being  shallow  it  can  be  fished  all  over,  and 
it  is  not  essential  to  have  the  boat  kept  at  a  certain 
distance  from  the  shore,  as  in  most  Scotch  lochs. 

A  word  as  to  flies  may  be  acceptable,  especially 
as  your  stock  need  not  be  a  large  one.  The  best 
flies  are  Red  and  Teal,  Claret  and  Grouse,  and 
Heckham  Peckham  ;  in  our  experience,  if  these  do 
not  kill,  nothing  will. 

Three  miles  below  Loch  Garry  stand  the  village 
and  hotel  of  Invergarry,  which  is  better  situated 
for  the  loch  than  Tomdoun,  and  has  a  good  supply 
of  boats  on  its  waters  ;  also,  the  proprietor  takes 
you  backwards  and  forwards  at  reasonable  rates — 
a  fact  worth  knowing. 

In  other  respects,  however,  Invergarry  is  inferior 
as  a  centre  to  Tomdoun,  from  the  fact  that  it  has 
no  alternative  fishing  to  offer,  except  trolling  in 
Loch  Lochy,  ten  miles  away.  The  sportsman  may 
be  advised  to  go  there  first  for  Loch  Garry,  and,  if 
there  is  plenty  of  water  and  he  is  consequently 
doing  well,  to  remain. 

If  on  the  other  hand  the  season  should  be  a  dry 
one,  and  the  loch  should  iconsequently  run  low,  as 
it  is  liable  to  do,  he  can  move  up  to  Tomdoun  and 
try  its  more  varied  attractions,  the  distance 
between  the  two  places  being  only  ten  miles. 

June  is  the  best  month  for  Loch  Garry;  but 
good  spoi-t  may  be  enjoyed  later  in  the  season 
from  Tomdoun ;  and,  should  fish  fail  you,  you 
may  at  any  rate  count  on  lovely  scenery  and 
bracing  air,  no  mean  consideration,  especially  for 
the  family  man  !  F.  H.  G. 


West  Coast  Route.— The  London  and  North- 
western Company  announce  that,  in  addition  to 
the  day  expresses  leaving  Euston  for  Scotland  at 
10  a.m.  and  2  p.m.,  a  new  service  is  now  afforded 
by  a  fast  train'  leaving  Euston  at  11.30  a.m., 
arriving  in  Edinburgh  at  7.55  p.m.,  and  Glasgow 
7.55  p.m.  A  corresponding  train  leaves  Edinburgh 
at  12  noon  and  Glasgow  at  12  noon,  arriving  at 
Euston  at  8.30  p.m.  Luncheon,  tea,  and  dining 
cars  are  attached  in  both  directions. 


THE  EEPUTATION  OF  THE 
YOEKSHIEE  COSTA. 

'Way  up  in  North  Yorksliiro  there  is  a  series  of 
trout  streams  all  travelling  in  one  direction,  to  be 
absorbed  by  the  greater  Rye  (from  Lord  Fevor- 
sham's  little  town  of  Helrasley),  which,  again,  is  an 
important  tributary  of  the  Derwent.  These  streams 
are  the  Riccall,  Dove,  Seven,  Costa  and  Pickering  ; 
but  the  best  and  most  exclusive  of  the  lot  is  the 
Costa.  In  fact,  to  merely  mention  it  makes  a 
North  Country  angler  prick  liis  Cars  to  attention. 
The  Costa  has  always  enjoyed  a  reputation  for  big 
fish  and  capital  sport,  especially  since  a  limitation 
was  put  on  the  privileges  secured  to  its  improvers 
as  a  fishing  stream  ;  and  not  only  is  it  considered 
one  of  the  best  grayling  streams  in  the  kingdom, 
but  it  is  one  of  the  few  in  Yorkshire  upon  which 
there  is  a  really  good  rise  of  the  Green  Drake, 
causing  an  immediate  invasion  of  trouting  experts. 
The  Costa  is,  in  fact,  the  nearest  approach  in  York- 
shire to  a  South  Country  chalk  stream,  and  in 
every  respect  it  contrasts  greatly  against  those 
picturesque,  romantic,  well-wooded,  rocky  rivers 
of  the  county — the  Swale,  Ure,  Nidd,  and  Wharfe. 
Since  the  formation  of  the  Pickering  Angling  Asso- 
ciation great  efforts  have  been  made  to  increase 
the  stock  of  trout,  and  for  some  years  past  a  matter 
of  15,000  to  20,000  yearlings  have  been  turned  in 
annually.  Trout  appear  to  preponderate  in  the 
upper  reaches,  where  the  conditions  for  their 
arriving  at  maturity  are  decidedly  favourable. 
Two  or  even  3-pounders  have  often  been  landed  ; 
but  there  is  a  record  of  a  whopper  being  got  out 
some  years  ago  which  scaled  8ilb.  A  Yorkshire 
veteran  one  November  day  landed  at  one  cast  two 
grayling,  tlie  first  of  which  weighed  1  lb.,  the  other 
I  lb.  Only  fly-fishing  is  allowed  in  the  upper  reach 
from  Keld  Head  to  Black  Sike,  a  distance  of  about 
a  mile  and  a  half.  After  October  worm-fishing  is 
allowed  for  grayling  below  Black  Sike,  a  limit  of 
lOin.  having  been  fixed.  The  general  run  of  fish 
appears  to  bo  three  to  the  pound.  Mr.  Shrooder, 
of  York,  is  said  to  hold  the  record  of  thirty-three 
grayling  which  weighed  22lb. 

But  let  us  look  at  the  features  of  this  Costa.  A 
stroll  of  ten  minutes  or  so  from  the  market-place 
of  the  historic  old  town  of  Pickering  brings  you  to 
Keld  Head.  Here  a  half-circle  of  picturesque 
houses  with  noisy  rookery  guards,  as  it  were,  the 
north  side  of  a  voluminous  spring,  or  "  keld  "— 
this  being  a  word  of  Scandinavian  origin  much  used 
in  North  Yorkshire.  (In  the  vicinity  is  Keldholmc 
Priory,  a  monastic  retreat  before  the  Reformation.) 
Keld  Head,  again,  has  associations  not  only  for  the 
artist  but  for  the  angler.  Efl'ectivc  is  the  sweep- 
ing semicircle  of  good  houses,  in  whoso  gardens 
"  mcaow "  the  gaudy  peacocks,  while  pigeons 
croodle  from  the  gleaming  white  columbaries,  and 
ducks  and  geese  preen  their  feathers  on  the  green, 
or  go  for  a  sail  on  the  sparkling  pond  which  forms 
the  Costa's  source.  Here  we  have  one  of  the  finest 
spr  ings  in  the  county ;  it  might  really  be  called 
the  sudden  emergence  of  a  small  subterranean 
river  from  the  limestone  rock  ;  and  the  first  tiling 
the  Costa  does  on  coming  to  life  is  to  form  a  con- 
siderable pond,  which  is  not  fenced  from  the  high 
road.  It  is  computed  that  500  gallons  of  water 
are  thrown  up  every  minute,  some  of  it  rising  from 
beneath  the  very  road,  so  that  it  is  a  wonder  how 
the  road  was  made,  and  questions  may  have  been 
asked  why  it  was  brought  so  near.  With  pheno- 
menal beauty  and  effect  air-bubbles  as  large  as 
glass  alleys,  greeny-white  and  very  lustrous,  rise 
continuously  from  the  bottom  of  the  keld,  and  burst 
on  the  pond's  surface.  In  winters  when  the  greatest 
rivers  in  the  land  are  frozen  over,  the  source  of  the 
Costa  remains  open,  for  this  spring  is  deep,  and  if  not 
exactly  thermal,  its  temperature  never  drops  below 
37  degrees. 

Leaving  Keld  Head  with  a  good  volume  of  water, 
the  Costa  runs  southerly,  with  a  disposition  to  turn , 
easterly,  hke  the  Rye,  Riccall,  Dove,  Seven,  and 
Pickering  Beck.  All  the  way  it  is  noted  for  crystal- 
line clearness,  like  most  other  limestone  streams), 
though  grayling  in  particular  had  a  few  years  ago 
a  nasty  experience  of  sewage  from,  I  think,  Kirkby 
Misperton,  which  is  happily  the  only  village  near 
the  banks.  Some  do  say  this  sewage  was  washed 
down  from  Pickering  by  the  Pickering  Beck,  which 
joins  the  Costa  at  Kirkby  Misperton.  The  Costa 
winds  through  lowland  carrs  of  a  marshy  character — 
as  witness  the  name  Marishes  for  the  only  wayside 
station  within  reach— though  in  great  part  reclaimed 
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for  agriculture.    Occasionally  there  is  a  tributary 
sike  or  feeder,  possibly  a  watermill,  or  a  brick  and 
tile  yard,  visible  from  the  banks,  or  a  fox  and 
pheasant  covert ;  while  away  in  the  distance  the 
spire  of  Pickering  Church  on  its  hillock  in  the 
town   forma  a  landmark,  with  the  ruinous,  once 
royal,  old  castle  rearing  above  it.    The  only  avail- 
able bridge  crossing  the  Costa  is  at  Kirkby  Mis- 
perton,  a  quaint  village  which  affords  a  glass  of  beer 
and  sandwich — this  being  the  river- watchers'  and 
anglers'  half-way  house.    In  controversies  held 
over  the  meaning  of  the  name  Costa,  I  have  always 
held  stubbornly  to  my  own  opinion  that  it  is  Latin 
for  "rib,"  because  in  the  old  days  when  the 
banks    were    too    indecisive    for    anglers  in 
general    one  always  needed  something  to  line 
one's  ribs  before  one  arrived  at  Kirkby  Mis- 
perton's    half-way  house !     One  angler  of  my 
acquaintance    despises    the    much-sought  intro- 
duction to  the  Costa  on  account  of  its  being  a 
mere  "  rib  "-bon  of  a  stream  ;  and  I  must  perforce 
agree  with  him,  for  it  is  like  Tennyson's  brook, 
loamy  with  alternating  beds  of  bright,  clean  gravel, 
which  rarely  are  scooped  out  into  holes.    It  has 
also  some  luxuriant  aquatic  growth  from  tall  reeds 
to  humble  watercress  and  other  lowly  plants,  which 
harbour  abundant  fish-food,  in  the  form  of  crus- 
taceans and  water-beetles.    The  stream  is  certainly 
narrow,  so  that  boon-companions  can  hardly  hope 
to  fish  with  success  together  ;  and  it  is  clear  enough 
for  the  elusive  denizens  to  behold  your  piscatorial 
majesty  twenty  yards  ofE,  unless  you  crouch  until 
your  v^i-tebrje  ache.    The  man  who  is  bold  enough 
to  attempt  the  keepers'  conversion  to  a  20ft.  rod 
ought  to  do  much  better  than  a  10ft.  rod  man,  as  a 
long  rod  would  enable  him  to  keep  well  back  from 
the  bank.    Finally,  the  Costa  has  only  flowed  about 
nine  and  a  half  miles  from  Keld  Head  when  it 
becomes  part  and  parcel  of  the  Rye  at  Howe  Bridge 
(more  or  less  associated  with  otter  hounds),  some 
three  and  a  half  miles  from  Malton  town,  renowned 
for  training  stables.    About  a  mile  below  Howe 
Bridge  the  Rye  is  absorbed  by  the  Derwent  near 
the  historic  village  of  Wykeham. 

Haewood  Bkiebley. 
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To  guwramtee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. —  General  Remarks.  —  The  river  is 
still  out  of  condition  for  trouting,  and  is  high. 
Prospects  for  the  coming  week  are  not  at  all  favour- 
able. Anglers  have  been  discussing  the  effect  of  the 
heavy  flood,  and  the  general  trend  of  thought  is 
•that  a  large  number  of  fish  must  have  been  washed 
from  the  upper  reaches  to  those  below,  and  that 
those  who  fish  the  lower  and  mid  portions  of  the 
river  must  get  better  sport  in  consequence.  If  some 
of  the  heavy  barbel  at  Hurley  have  been  brought 
down  from  their  haunts  their  may  be  a  chance  of 
getting  one  or  two  good  fish.  Mr.  G.  J.  Chalk  has 
found  a  large  Thames  bream  in  a  boathouse  at 
Hurley.  The  fish,  which  scaled  81b.,  was  washed 
there  by  the  flood  and  found  dead.  It  was  sent  to 
Mr.  F.  Penfold,  the  host  of  the  Silver  Trout  A.S.  at 
the  Nag's  Head,  Covent  Garden,  and  it  is  possible 
that  it  will  be  preserved  by  Mr.  F.  Williams,  of 
Great  Queen-street. — F.  H.  Amphlett.  ' 

Thames  (Henley).— The  floods  are  going  down 
very  slowly  owing  to  the  increased  rainfall.  The 
Henley  Fish  Preservation  Association  have  been 
doing  some  good  work  in  returning  a  very  large 
quantity  of  fish  that  had  been  left  stranded  during 
the  flood,  mostly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Shiplake, 
where  some  hundreds  of  good  roach  up  to  21b.  and' 
and  tench  up  to  31b.  were  returned  to  safe  quarters 
in  the  river.  No  doubt  a  large  quantity  of  spawn 
has  been  lost. — Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Twickenham). —  The  water  here  is 
running  down,  and  at  the  moment  is  about  four 
feet  six  inches  over  normal ;  if  no  more  rain  it 
should  drop  down  by  Monday  next,  and  be  suitable 
for  the  trout-fishers  in  the  higher  reaches.  I  should 
not  be  surprised  to  see  some  of  the  trout  put  in  a 
few  weeks  ago  by  the  Weybridge  Association  down 
this  way  after  the  land  water  we  have  had  ;  it  has 
been  up  to  about  eight  feet  standing  water  during 
the  floods. — Aq.  Hancock. 

Darenth  (Sutton-at-Hone,  etc.). — This  river  has 
been  in  high  flood  and  had  not  run  down  enough  at 
the  time  of  my  last  two  visits  to  fish  properly. 
Consequently  one  was  a  blank,  only  enlivened  by  a 
siege  conducted  against  two  good"  fish  which  were 
playing  about  in  a  little  eddy  never  frequented  I 


except  at  flood  times.  These  snapped  at  my  fly, 
but  nothing  more,  though  I  tried  various  patterns, 
wet  and  dry.  On  the  other  occasion  I  also  found 
two  good  fish.  These  were  rising  regularly  at  an 
invisible  insect,  and  I  hooked  one  slightly,  and 
afterwards  got  a  small  fish  on  a  Wickham.  The 
river  should  be  in  good  order  by  Saturday.  There 
are  plenty  of  fish  about. — J.  P.  Taylor. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  very  heavy 
rain  of  the  past  week  has  swollen  the  waters  very 
much,  whilst  strong  winds  and  a  flood  have  been 
absolutely  against  fly-fishing.  A  few  small  baskets 
have  been  obtained.  Salmon  have  not  been 
running  very  freely  of  late,  but  a  few  have 
been  taken  at  the  weir.  Salmon  anglers  greet 
with  much  satisfaction  the  announcement  that 
fresh-run  fish  are  to  be  put  over  the  weir  to  the 
extent  of  £25,  whiht  equal  satisfaction  comes  from 
the  trout  rods  that  the  stream  is  to  be  restocked. 
This  should  have  a  very  beneficial  effect. — 
Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Like  most  of  the  streams, 
the  Lew,  Ockment,  and  Torridge  have  been  in  flood, 
but  this  has  given  worms  a  chance,  and  some  capital 
baskets  resulted.  Fishing  in  Buckham's  Pool,  near 
Portsmouth  Arms  Station,  on  May  4,  Mr.  M.  H.Toller, 
of  Barnstaple,  creeled  a  grand  salmon,  which  weighed 
25|lb.  It  is  considered  this  specimen  is  the  flnest 
that  any  rod  has  taken  in  the  Taw  for  at  least  three 
seasons.  Capital  sport  was  provided,  and  the  fish 
was  "  tailed  "  by  Mr.  T.  L.  Bissett  after  thirty-five 
minutes  hard  playing.  There  has  been  a  big  spate 
on  the  Covey,  where  worms  have  secured  many 
nice  fish.  Fair  sport  has  been  obtained  in 
the  Exe,  Greedy,  Culm,  and  Yeo,  fish  being 
in  very  fair  condition.  A  warmer  temperature 
will  be  beneficial.  The  nets  at  Trew's  Weir 
on  the  Exe  have,  I  hear,  had  a  great  glut  of  salmon, 
considerably  over  one  hundred  splendid  fish  being 
taken.  This  haul  must  make  the  men  smile  a  bit. 
The  Rev.  T.  H.  L.  Sainsbury,  of  Bath,  was  sum- 
moned at  Wonford  Sessions  for  fishing  for  trout 
with  a  rod  and  line  at  Powderham  without  a  licence, 
on  April  1.  The  defendant  was  represented  and 
pleaded  guilty  to  a  technical  offence,  saying  that  he 
obtained  permission  to  fish  from  the  Earl  of  Devon's 
agent.  He  would  have  taken  out  a  licence  had  he 
thought  it  was  necessary.  He  apologised  to  the 
Bench,  who  accepted  the  explanation,  and  was 
ordered  to  pay  the  costs. — Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — Between  the  freshets  caused 
by  heavy  splashes  of  rain  the  river  has  occasionally 
been  in  order.  Mr.  Cath,  fishing  in  the  Yorkshire 
Anglers'  water  at  Corby  has  been  exceptionally 
lucky,  landing  five  good  fish  in  three  days, 
Mr.  Landsman  had  one  of  221b.  at  Syke 
Foot,  Mr.  Mason  Scott  one  at  Cote  Hill,  and 
Mr.  C.  Liddell  one,  321b.  in  the  Darwich  Hall  water. 
To-day  (Wednesday)  the  river  is  in  heavy  flood, 
which  ought  to  take  most  of  the  late  kelts  and  the 
salmon  fry  down  to  sea,  and  bring  the  last  of  the 
snow  off  the  hills.  As  soon  as  it  clears  there  should 
be  some  good  trout-fishing. — Titser  Grey. 

Elan  Reservoirs.  —  Our  Elan  Valley  corre- 
spondent reports  that  the  reservoir  waters  have 
been  well  patronised.  Returns  received  during  the 
week  show  the  total  catch  to  be  125  trout  (721b. 
15oz.),  Forty-eight  (271b,  4oz.)  were  taken  in  Caban- 
coch,  ten  (61b.  4oz.)  in  Garregddu,  twenty-three 
(161b.  l4oz.)  in  Pengarreg,  and  forty -four  (221b.  9oz.) 
in  Graiggoch.  Of  individual  catches,  the  best 
baskets  were  obtained  by  one  angler  who,  fishing 
all  the  reservoirs,  took  forty  (241b.  3oz.),  and 
another  who,  fishing  Cabancoch  Reservoir,  took 
twenty-three  (131b.  12oz.).  Several  fish  over  lib. 
each  have  been  taken,  and  others  have  respectively 
scaled  lib.  4oz.,  lib.  5oz.,  and  lib.  13oz.  The 
reservoirs  are  now  fishing  well. — W.  H.  B. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Although  weather  conditions 
are  somewhat  improved  throughout  the  district, 
sport  has  not  appreciably  improved  recently,  and 
the  returns  for  the  past  week  are  again  reported 
discouraging.  Several  rods  have  been  out,  but  the 
weather  continues  a  factor  to  consider  in  its  present 
variable  state.  I  hear  of  only  one  catch  during  the 
week,  that  of  Mr.  W.  S.  Hodgson,  who  had  four 
brace  of  nice  trout.  The  water  is  in  excellent 
angling  condition,  and  in  the  event  of  favourable 
conditions  sport  should  be  satisfactory  during  the 
coming  week.  Sea  anglers  are  having  moderate 
sport  from  the  piers.  As  yet  few  are  attempting 
the  grounds  near  the  rocks.  Along  the  coast  fairly 
satisfactory  reports  are  to  hand  regarding  operations 
from  open  boats. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— The  salmon  net 
fishermen  have  had  some  fair  hauls  of  salmon  near 
Exeter,  and  some  trout  have  also  been  caught  in 
the  higher  portions  of  the  river.  On  Monday  a 
case  of  illegal  trawling  by  Brixham  boats  was 
heard  at  the  Kingsbridge  Sessions.  Mr.  H.  Ford, 
of  Exeter,  represented  the  Devon  Sea  Fisheries, 
and  said  he  did  not  press  on  behalf  of  the  committee 
for  a  severe  penalty  as  the  infringement  of  the 


by-laws  had  taken  place  at  the  eastern  end  of  Start 
Bay,  which  was  some  way  from  the  Start  Bay 
fishermen's  crab-pots.  The  defendants  pleaded 
euilty,  and  were  fined.  The  bass  have  reached 
Exmouth  Pier,  Bight,  and  higher  up  the  river,  Mr. 
Duchcherer  securing  the  first  two  at  night  with  rod 
and  line  off  the  pier.  Many  hundreds  of  mullet 
may  be  seen  daily  in  Exmouth  Dock,  but  no  one 
can  catch  them  yet. — Red  Palmer. 

Lake  Vyrnwy. — Since  my  last  report  climatic 
conditions  have  undergone  a  complete  change,  cold 
north-east  winds  having  given  place  to  soft,  milder 
weather,  and  sport  continues  good.  Mr.  Malpass  (a 
keen  Manchester  angler)  has  totalled  190  fish  during 
his  stay  here,  being  an  average  of  fourteen  per  day, 
the  best  catch  being  taken  on  April  30,  with  a  fine 
basket  of  twenty-seven,  much  admired.  Dr.  Ruther- 
ford has  reached  double  figures  several  times,  many 
of  his  fish  scaling  1  lb.,  the  best  being  a  thick-set 
native  just  over  a  foot  in  length  and  weighing  1  Jib. 
Rev.  Aitken,  Captain  Mellor,  Messrs.  Hart,  Crowther, 
Bourke,  Corner,  Hughes,  Everett,  and  Jonej  have 
also  brought  in  some  nice  conditioned  fish.  Flies  : 
Claret  and  Mallard,  Blue  Upright,  February  Red. 
The  month  of  May  generally  produces  the  best  sport 
of  the  season  on  these  waters.  About  30,000 
healthy-looking  trout  fry  have  recently  been  turned 
into  the  rearing  ponds  from  the  hotel  hatchery. — 
Long  Drift. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Down  to  May  6  no  reports 
of  sport  were  to  hand  concerning  trout-fishing  in 
the  Lea  and  its  tributaries,  both  weather  and  water 
conditions  having  been  unfavourable  for  fly-fishing 
and  spinning  operations.  It  is  probable  that  a  few 
trout  have  been  taken  with  the  worm  in  the  Hertford 
waters.  This  lure  and  gentles  are  both  allowed  in 
the  Lea,  though  barred  up  the  Thames  for  trout 
until  June  1 6.  The  rivers  have  been  well  scoured 
out,  and  now  all  that  is  required  to  ensure  sport  is 
some  genial  May  weather.  Our  Lea  correspondent 
writes  later:  There  have,  reports  show,  been  more 
trout  taken  than  was  anticipated  in  the  Lea  and 
Beane,  but  mostly  with  bait.  One  secured  in  the 
Lea  by  Mr.  R.  Wickham  scaled  4^1b.  I  also  heard 
a  London  angler  has  had  a  41b.  Lea  trout  in  the 
Hertford  district.  Mr.  Garratt,  jun.,  has  landed 
three  and  a  half  brace  of  Beane  trout. — Izaak 
Walton. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon). — The  river  is  again  in 
good  condition  after  the  floods,  the  water  is  a 
splendid  colour,  the  fish  are  working  up  stream  in 
large  numbers,  which  looks  well  for  another  season. — 
A.  Ralph.  \ 

Lugfg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  running  out  of  fishing  order,  and  have 
been  all  the  week,  both  being  high  and  muddy 
owing  to  the  heavy  falls  of  rain,  and  which  promises 
to  continue.  Angling  will  be  slow  until  there  is 
more  settled  weather  and  the  rivers  have  run  down 
and  cleared.  No  anglers  out  this  week.  The 
Pinsley  is  coloured. — Gwynne. 

Plymouth. — The  rivers  are  in  very  good  order 
for  fishing  and  some  good  baskets  have  been  taken 
in  the  Tavy,  Walkham,  Meavy,  and  Dart.  In  the 
latter  river  salmon  are  running  up,  and  with  a  spate 
they  will  be  found  above  the  Dartmeet.  Peel  are 
also  up  the  Tavy,  and  the  usual  pools  nsar  the 
Double  waters  is  the  place  to  look  for  them — 
some  fine  ones  have  been  taken  there. — ^^V^LLIAM 
Hearder. 

Sussex    Kivers    and    Chichester    Canal. — 

At  present  the  meteorological  conditions  are  not 
favourable  for  angling  excursions.  A  glimpse  of 
sunshine  is  too  often  succeeded  by  a  perfect  deluge 
of  rain.  Rivers  are  bank  high  and  clouded,  yet 
several  anglers  have  visited  Barcombe,  returnino- 
with  empty  creels  and  wet  jackets.  The  May  Fly 
is  moving,  say  they,  and  hopes  run  high  of  sport  in 
store.  A  nice  trout  of  21b.  8oz.  was  taken  by  Mr. 
Anderson  from  the  Sheffield  Park  reach  of  the 
Ouse,  and  this  is  all  I  can  record  from  the  rivers. 
There  is  not  much  doing  in  harbour  fishing  ;  the 
netsmen  have  taken  a  few  codling  and  small  bass. 
— George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N".  Devon). — Fishing  has  not  been  very 
succef  sful  during  the  week.  The  fall  of  snow  and 
two  days'  tropical  heat  cleared  the  foul  water,  but 
trout  have  not  come  on.  I  heard  of  one  catch  in 
private  water  of  twenty-eight.  I  also  saw  a  trout 
over  3  Jib.  caught  at  Dulverton  by  Mr.  Tout,  now 
in  the  hands  of  the  local  fish  preserver.  The  net 
salmon  fishing,  which  began  on  May  1,  has  not  been 
very  successful.  I  saw  a  "lumpsucker"  fish 
caught  in  the  tidal  water  last  week.  The  swifts, 
swallows,  martins,  cuckoos,  and  landrails  have 
arrived. — Rusty  Gajie. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
rurming  out  of  order  for  fishing.  One  or  two  rods 
were  out  using  the  worm,  and  several  trout  from 
6oz.  to  1  lb.  each  were  landed.  The  prospects  for 
sport  are  bad,  as  there  ia  no  prospect  of  any  better 
weather.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are 
all  muddy  and  high  and  out  of  fishing  order.  The 
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otter  hounds  were  to  have  met  on  Saturday  (May  2), 
but  the  water  was  too  high. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teify  (Llandyssil). — As  I  stated  last  week,  good 
reports  have  come.  Seven  salmon  are  recorded  in 
two  days.  The  river  cleared  up  finely  by  May  4, 
and  had  also  dropped  about  a  foot,  leaving  things 
in  a  very  fa\ourable  condition.  On  May  4  the 
following  salmon  were  caught : — Near  Llandyssil 
Bridge,  Mr.  T.  Davies,  fishing  tackle  dealer,  etc., 
one  of  9|lb.  Colonel  Aslett,  of  Carmarthen,  caught 
the  heaviest  fish  recorded  so  far — one  of  231b. — 
on  the  Perth  Hotel  waters,  and  Captain  Lewes, 
of  Plasgeler,  was  fortunate  enough  to  land 
four  which  weighed  respectively  141b.,  161b., 
llilb.  and  18Jlb.,  all  being  in  good  condition. 
On  May  5,  Dan  Howell's  gillie  grassed  a  fish  in 
the  early  morning  weighing  12^1b.  The  rain  has 
now  again  intervened,  and  the  river  is  in  flood.  On 
May  6,  Dr.  Mitcham  got  a  salmon  of  9 Jib.,  on 
the  Forth  Hotel  waters,  and  Mrs.  Mitcham  caught 
four  and  a  half  brace  of  trout. — T.  G.  T. 

Test,  etc. — Fishing  has  been  much  better  this 
week,  although  the  weather  has  been  rough  the  last 
few  days.  On  Saturday  there  was  an  early  morning 
rise,  but  during  the  day  fish  were  not  rising  well. 
One  rod  managed  to  get  one  and  a  half  brace  with 
a  Smut  and  Spent  fly.  On  May  4,  on  the 
upper  part  of  the  river,  there  were  more  fish 
rising  than  any  day  lately,  but  these  were  taking 
larvae  ;  one  rod,  after  trying  winged  flies  over  them, 
caught  three  fish  with  a  celluloid-bodied  Smut,  and 
lower  down  the  river  an  angler  caught  four  and  a 
half  brace  over  Iflb.  in  weight  average,  and 
another  rod  got  a  nice  fish  of  41b.  On  Tuesday 
an  angler  caught  {five  brace,  fish  rising  well ; 
he  took  six  of  these  fish  between  2  o'clock  and 
2.20  p.m.  The  five  brace  averaged  nearly  21b. 
each.  To-day  (May  6)  fiy  was  very  patchy  on  one 
part  of  the  river.  There  was  enough  to  bring  fish 
on  by  11.30,  whilst  at  another  part  none  rose  till 
after  2  o'clock. — Olive  Drar. 

Tyne,  North,  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — A  good  deal  of  rain  fell  at  the  beginning 
of  the  week,  which  has  slightly  increased  the  volume 
of  water  in  the  rivers.  I  am'pleased  to  say  that,  owing 
to  the  more  favourable  temperature  and  the  spate  on 
the  rivers,  sport  has  taken  a  decided  turn  for  the 
better,  and  some  good  baskets  have  been  made.  Mr. 
Hall  and  Mr.  Ward,  fishing  on  the  Tees  on  May  2, 
had  baskets  of  five  and  ten  trout  respectively,  the 
lure  being  worm.  Mr.  Glendinning,  Allendale  Town, 
fishing  on  the  River  Allen,  had  a  fine  basket  of 
thirty  trout  in  the  early  part  of  the  week.  Most  of 
these  were  captured  with  the  Whirling  Dun  Fly. 
Mr.  W.  Porter  and  Mr.  E.  Waugh  had  sixteen  and 
twenty-one  trout  respectively  on  the  Irthing  water. 
Messrs.  Waters,  fishing  on  the  Irthing  and  Gelt,  had 
an  average  of  one  dozen  per  day.  Mr.  H.  S.  Riddell, 
fishing  the  Easby  stretch,  had  nine  fine  fish.  Mr. 
Wm.  Bennett,  fishing  on  the  Rule  Holme  water, 
had  also  a  basket  of  fine  trout.  Mr.  Parkinson, 
Haydon,  secured  a  dozen  fish  in  the  double  water, 
and  lost  a  fine  one  of  over  41b.  in  weight.  Mr. 
Armstrong,  fishing  above  Lanercost  Priory,  landed 
seventeen  fish  in  two  outings.  Mr.  Potts  had  also 
three  brace.  A  good  cast  for  the  present  is,  point, 
Spider,  Waterhen  Bloa,  and  Red  Spinner. — Henry 

A.  MUKTON. 

Usk  (Usk).  — •  Notwithstanding  the  continual 
storms,  the  river  is  now  in  capital  condition  for  the 
salmon  angler,  although  the  heavy  rain  on  Tuesday 
morning  may  cause  another  rise.  On  May  4  Dr. 
Hackett  had  one  salmon  17Jlb.  in  Prioress  (after  an 
hour's  fight);  Mr.  T.  Morgan,  three,  151b.,  171b., 
and  201b.,  in  the  Bindings;  Mr.  Russell  Gray,  one, 
14lb.  ;  and  Mr.  R.  St.  John  Beasley,  one,  15lb.,  on 
his  private  water.  On  May  5,  Mr.  Mordaunt,  one, 
11  lb.,  in  Railyderry.  Some  trout  should  be  caught 
in  the  evenings  when  the  weather  settles. — T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  The 
unsettled  weather  still  continues,  and  is  very  un- 
favourable for  fly-fishing.  Even  the  Wye  has  had 
too  much  water  in  it  for  taking  more  than  two  or 
three  brace,  and  these  have  been  taken  mostly 
by  fishing  the  sides,  under  the  banks,  and  the 
pools.  The  Derwent,  Hathersage,  and  Chatsworth 
fisheries  have  afforded  a  few  nice  trout,  and  these 
have  been  caught  by  fishing  close  to  the  sides.  Only 
a  few  anglers  have  been  on  the  Darloydale  Club's 
water,  and  they  have  had  to  pick  the  places  that 
have  been  just  fishable,  and  then  walk  some  distance 
to  the  next,  a  few  nice  trout  having  been  taken  this 
way.  But  where  bottom  fishing  is  allowed,  a  nice 
lot  of  good  fish  have  been  obtained,  dock  grubs, 
worms,  and  minnows  being  the  best  lures,  these 
being  taken  about  Matlock  Dale  and  the  Bath. 
The  Derwent  below  Cromford  too  high  for  the  fly. 
The  prospect  is  very  good  if  the  rain  would  stop. 
Useful  flies:  Yellow  Dun,  Hare's  Ear,  Grannom, 
Sand  Fly,  Iron  Blue,  Buzz  Red,  and  Claret  Bumble. 

— DOTTEBEL. 

Wye  (Upper). — Recent  rains  have  freshened  the 
river  and  greatly  improved  the  pro.spects.  Major 


Gordon,  fishing  the  Pentanole  waters,  had  two  nice 
salmon  scaling  respectively  181b.  and  191b.  The 
warm  week-end  tempted  out  a  good  many  local 
anglers,  and  good  sport  was  had  on  local  trout- 
streams.  Mr.  Pugh,  Pantydwr,  had  forty  nice 
trout  in  the  Marteg.  Mr.  J.  Webb's  catch  has 
been  41b.  on  April  30 ;  3  Jib.  on  May  2,  and  2 Jib.  on 
May  4,  all  taken  on  the  Wye.  Mr.  Sam  Webb's 
best  fish  scaled  2Jlb.  Mr.  H"  R.  Pratt  also  had  fair 
sport.  Mr.  Barnard,  on  the  Llysdinam  waters,  had 
two  salmon,  181b.  and  201b.  each.  Mr.  Holbrook  has 
taken  the  Brynwern  waters.  The  March  Brown, 
Orl,  Yellow  Dun,  and  Grannom,  and  the  local 
pattern,  "  Roberts'  Brown,"  are  good  flies  for  pre- 
sent use. — W.  B.  H. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks.).  —  No  sooner  had  I  written  last 
report  than  there  was  a  great  change  in  the 
weather,  and  there  is  certainly  an  improvement 
in  sport  generally,  although  in  some  instances  dis- 
appointing, owing  to  disturbed  water,  fluctua- 
tions of  the  barometer,  and  unsettled  conditions. 
Most  of  our  streams  are  in  good  condition  for  fish- 
ing either  fly  or  minnow,  more  particularly  the 
upper  waters  of  the  Yore  and  its  tributary  streams. 
In  the  upper  reaches  at  Hawes  some  very  fair 
sport  has  been  met  with  in  the  association's 
water,  and  some  good  bags  are  reported, 
also  at  Bainbridge,  Aysgarth,  and  other  resorts. 
In  the  Wensley  length  some  very  nice  trout  have 
been  caught,  also  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Cover. 
In  the  district  of  Masham  and  Ripon  a  few 
anglers  have  been  out,  but  the  Yare  has  been 
rather  high  and  discoloured,  which  has  been 
against  anglers  getting  big  catches  ;  the  fish 
that  have  been  caught  have  been  got  with  worm, 
maggot  and  the  minnow  spun  on  the  "Aerial  "  flight. 
The  Wharfe  has  been  up  and  down  during 
the  last  few  days,  and  sport  has  varied.  In 
the  upper  reaches  a  fair  number  of  rods 
have  been  out  at  Addingham,  Bolton  Woods, 
and  Ilkley.  In  some  instances  some  very  nice 
sport  has  been  met  with  the  fly,  the  best  killing  flies 
being  March  Brown,  Red  and  Yellow  Partridges, 
also  the  Waterhen'  Bloa.  At  Otley  and  Pool 
a  good  few  anglers  have  been  out,  but 
in  this  district  baskets  have  not  been  very 
heavy ;  only  a  brace  or  two  have  been 
the  average  catch  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
Wharfe.  The  Nidd  during  the  last  few  days  has 
been  high  and  coloured  with  the  recent  rains.  In 
the  upper  reaches  sport  has  varied.  One  or  two 
good  baskets  have  been  got  with  fly.  In  the 
lower  reaches  of  this  river  sport  has  not  been 
so  good,  owing  to  the  high  waters.  At  the  time  of 
writing  the  weather  keeps  unsettled,  and  rain 
threatens  to  fall  again  ;  during  Wednesday  heavy 
rain  fell,  which  has  again  swollen  all  our  streams. — 
John  E.  Milleb. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Beauly  and  Conon. — The  Beauly  was  so  low 
during  the  first  few  days  of  the  week  that  little 
angling  was  possible.  Fishing  the  Home  Beat,  on 
May  2,  Mr.  G.  S.  Gibbons  landed  a  salmon  of  91b., 
and  on  the  same  beat,  on  the  same  day,  Major 
Stamer  had  one  of  9Jlb.  In  the  tidal  waters  the 
same  good  success  follows  the  Moniack  Castle  and 
Farlie  Brae  rods,  and  during  the  week  their  com- 
bined totals  were  thirty-eight  sea-trout,  averaging 
ISoz.  ;  the  heaviest  trout  was  21b.  12oz.  The  river 
is  now  in  good  ply.  The  Conon,  although  very 
low  during  the  first  few  days  of  April,  rose  consider- 
ably on  April  30,  with  the  result  that  anglers  on 
the  lower  reaches  were  successful  in  bringing  to 
basket  six  small  salmon,  aggregating  41  lb.,  as  well 
as  ten  fresh-run  sea-trout,  averaging  I  lb.  Anglers 
who  are  permitted  by  Colonel  Stewart  Mackenzie, 
of  Seaforth,  to  fish  for  trout  in  the  tidal  pools  below 
the  Railway  Bridge,  were  rewarded  with  some  nice 
creels  of  brown  and  sea-trout,  including  one  of  31b. 
The  netting  lessees,  too,  had  better  results. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Iiiddle. — Bait-fishing  opened 
on  May  1  on  the  Esk  and  Liddle,  but  does  not  com- 
mence in  the  tributaries  until  June  1.  An  agreeable 
change  in  the  weather  has  taken  place  since 
last  report,  and  anglers  are  now  venturing  out. 
The  Rev.  J.  Kerr,  of  Canonbie  Manse,  reports 
enormous  numbers  of  yellow  trout  in  the  mid- 
reaches  of  the  Esk  and  lower  division  of  the  Liddle. 
Mr.  Jas.  Morrison  creeled  twenty  yellow  trout  in 
Upper  Esk.  Capt.  Catley,  Leeds,  has  had  over  a  dozen 
fine  yellow  trout  in  Ewes  water.  Mr.  McGilp  basketed 
twenty-one  yellow  trout  in  Tarras  water.  Mr.  Robin- 
son caught  nineteen  yellow  trout  in  Esk.  Rain  fell 
at  the  close  of  last  week,  but  not  enough  to  disturb 
the  waters,  which  are  now  in  splendid  angling 
order.  Salmon  above  the  average  weight  are  showing 
themselves  in  the  Lower  E.sk  below  Longtown 
and  in  the  Metal  Bridge  Water.  Sea-trout  are 
running  in  the  Sol  way,  and  are  expected  at  any 
time.  A  note  from  Mr.  Gartner,  of  the  Metal 
Bridge  Hotel,  informs  me  that  the  fishing  from 


the  Lyne  Foot  Pool  downwards  is  free  to  anglers 
staying  at  the  hotel,  about  one  and  a  half  miles 
of  water,  which  includes  Lyne  Foot  Pool, 
Bridge  Pools,  Garriestown,  Flatt,  and  Stream. 
The  fishing  in  the  Solwayhas  considerably  improved 
since  last  week,  and  sea-trout  have  been  running 
more  freely.  Some  fine  trout  from  Hlb.  to  3 Jib. 
have  been  got.  Salmon  are  not  plentiiul,  though  a 
few  have  been  got  during  the  past  week  in  the 
stake-nets.  One  or  two  salmon  have  been  hooked 
in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Esk.  The  fishing  during 
April  has  almost  been  confined  to  yellow  trout  both 
in  Esk  and  Liddle.  Mr.  J.  Graham  caught  a  dozen 
yellow  trout  in  Lower  Liddle,  and  in  Upper  Liddle 
Mr.  J.  Armstrong  had  a  dozen  and  a  half  nice  trout. 
Waters  in  good  order  for  angling  at  time  of  writing. 

— GiLNOCKIE. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.). — The 

river  is  now  in  excellent  condition.  On  April  27, 
Mr.  E.  L.  Blyth  landed  a  salmon  weighing  7Jlb.  on 
the  Gledfield  water,  and  Mr.  Robert  MacLeod, 
Dvmie,  on  Mr.  Rawlinson's  rod,  one  of  81b.  on  the 
Invercharron  water.  On  April  28  Mr.  Blyth  landed 
three  weighing  6 Jib.,  7 Jib.,  and  91b.  on  Gledfield 
water ;  and  on  April  29  Mr.  Donald  Campbell, 
Dunie,  on  Mr.  Blyth's  rod,  had  an  8-pounder  on 
same  water.  On  May  1  Colonel  Henry  Piatt,  C.B., 
of  Gruinards,  landed  a  salmon  of  81b.  on  Gruinards 
water.  On  May  2  Mr.  Reginald  Wood,  Balnagown 
Arms  Hotel,  landed  three  salmon  of  61b.,  61b.,  and 
101b.  on  the  Invercharron  water,  and  Colonel  Henry 
Piatt  three  of  71b.,  81b.,  and  81b.  on  Gruinards.  On 
May  4  Mr.  Reginald  Wood  caught  a  9-pounder  on 
Invercharron  water. — B. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland  (Bonarhridge,  N.B.).^ 
A  few  nice  takes  of  sea-trout  have  been  made  with 
the  rod  both  at  Bonarbridge  and  Invershin.  The 
net  salmon  fishings  are  also  improving.  During  the 
past  week  operations  were  carried  on  on  Sir  Charles 
Ross'  Balnagown  fishings  on  the  Kyle,  Mr.  Andrew 
Carnegie's  Skibo  nettings  at  the  head  of  the  Dornoch 
Firth,  Mr.  Alexander  Littlejohn  of  Invercharron's 
Rivermouth  fishings,  and  Mrs.  Sydney  Hadwen's 
Craggandubh  fishings.  From  all  these  fishings  com- 
bined it  is  calculated  that  fully  7cwt.  of  salmon  had 
been  consigned  to  Billingsgate  in  the  course  of  the 
week. — B. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — The  weather  has  been 
cold  and  dull,  with  a  thick  atmosphere,  during  the 
past  week.  The  most  successful  anglers  were : — 
Mr.  Riddell,  eleven  trout,  101b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Sidney 
Thomson,  fourteen,  121b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dunbar  W. 
Murray,  thirteen,  101b.  ;  Dr.  Young  and  Mr.  Cowan, 
eleven,  101b.  ;  Mr.  Malcolm  Eraser  and  Mr.  T.  F. 
Stewart,  fourteen,  131b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  R.  W.  Smith, 
thirteen,  101b.  ;  Mr.  T.  Muirhead  and  Mr.  Muchie, 
twenty- four,  171b. ;  Captain  Reid,  twenty,  1 31b.  8oz. 
The  competing  clubs  had  sport  as  follows: — Dun- 
fermline Club,  with  twenty-one  rods,  secured  with 
fly  ninety-seven  trout,  671b.  12oz. ;  first,  Mr.  D. 
Campbell,  eight,  71b.  2oz.  Twelve  members  of  the 
Edinburgh  Walton  Club  took  thirty-four,  251b. ; 
first,  Mr.  A.Lawrie,  eight,  41b.  loz.  The  Perthshire 
Club,  with  eighteen  rods,  killed  fifty-seven, 
491b.  4oz. ;  first,  Mr.  J.  M.  Wright,  nine,  71b.  12oz. 
The  total  capture  this  season  up  to  the  end  of  April 
with  the  rod  was  1747  trout,  14881b.  4oz. — Robt. 
B.  Laing. 

Loch  Ness  (Douglas  Hotel). — On  April  28,  Mr. 
R.  M.  Cameron,  one  salmon,  191b.  ;  on  April  29,  one, 
17 Jib. ;  on  May  2,  one,  20 Jib. ;  and  on  May  4,  four 
trout,  4Jlb.  On  May  1,  Mr.  J.  McDonald,  one 
salmon,  201b.— R.  C. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— On  April  29,  Mr. 
Winsloe-Patton,  Eastbourne,  two  salmon,  141b.  and 
161b.;  Mr.  F.  Chippendall,  Tunbridge  Wells,  one, 
181b.  On  April  30,  Mr.  Winsloe-Patton,  two,  141b. 
and  171b.;  Mr.  J.  W.  Galloway,  Ayr,  one,  171b. 
On  May  1,  Mr.  J.  W.  Galloway,  one,  221b. ;  Mr. 
R.  C.  Galloway,  jun.,  one,  151b. ;  Mr.  F.  Chippendall, 
one,  1 71b. ;  Mr.  H.  Knight,  sixteen  trout,  8 Jib.  On 
May  4,  Mr.  A.  W.  Chippendall,  one  salmon,  151b.; 
Dr.  Todd,  Morenish,  one,  201b.  On  May  5,  Mr.  F. 
Chippendall,  one,  17Ib. — H.  J.  ItNiGHT. 

Lyon  (Fortingall  Hotel).— On  May  2,  Mr.  G. 
Brooksbank,  Newton-le-WillowB,  one  salmon,  171b., 
and  on  May  5,  one,  21  lb.,  with  fly.  On  May  2,  Mr. 
Beresford  Reirse,  Harrogate,  three  trout,  Iflb. ;  Mr. 
Wilson,  Glasgow,  fourteen  trout,  9Jlb.  The  prospects 
for  sport  are  now  very  good.  The  river  is  in 
excellent  fishing  order,  and  a  large  fresh  run  of 
salmon  are  just  up.  Trout  are  also  riiing  well  to 
the  fly. — R.  Stewabt. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee,  Don,  etc. — Sport 
has  improved  during  the  past  eight  or  ten  days. 
The  first  fish  of  the  season  on  H.R.H.  the  Duchess 
of  Fife's  water,  let  off  to  the  Fife  Arms,  was  got 
on  May  1  by  Mr.  C.  Lament,  keeper,  scaling  8lb. 
On  the  Invercauld,  Balmoral,  and  Ballater  waters 
a  few  fish  are  being  got,  and  sport  would  be  rifer 
with  warmer  weather.  On  the  Himtly  Arms 
Aboyne  water  Colonel  Sillem  had  two  weighing 
I  9Jlb.  and  11  Jib.,  Mr.  Hardie  two  of  61b.  and  81b.. 
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and  Mr.  G.  O.  Hall  two  of  81b.  and  121b.    On  Deas 
Major  Davidson,  on  the  Lodge  Miss  Pickering,  and 
on  Borrowstone  Mr.  Croker  have  all  had  some 
sport.    On  the  Ballogie  water  Major  Scott  had  two 
of  81b.,  Mr.  J.  A.  Aix  two  of  81b.  and  91b.,  and 
Mr.  C.  A.  Aix  six  scaling  from  7^1b.  to  181b.  On 
Woodend  section  Colonel  Brooklehurst  had  six  fish 
on  April  27.    On  Blackhall  Castle  water  Mr.  J.  T. 
Hay  and  party  have  had  excellent  sport,  landing 
six  on  April  27,  seven  on  April  29,  six  on  April  30, 
three  on  May  1,  and  seven  on  May  2,  all  scaling 
from  61b.  to  181b.    On  Caimton  the  Hon.  Claude 
Pennant  had  twenty-one  fish  for  the  week  of  similar 
weights,  while  a  good  few  were  got  on  Inchmarlo 
and  Crathes.    On  the  Durris  water  Mr.  Baird  and 
party  had  twenty-two  salmon,  and  on  the  opposite 
and  adjoining  sections  similar  successes  are  being 
met  with,  while  Mr.  Meakin  had  seven  on  Upper 
Durris,  one  of  them  201b.    On  Park  Water  Miss 
Rividre  creeled  over  a  dozen,  scaling  from  61b.  to  161b. 
On  the  Murtle  water  Mr.  J.  F.  Scott  creeled  sixteen 
finnock  and  sea-trout  on  May  2.    Don. — On  May  4 
all  the^  beats  were  exceedingly  well  covered,  being 
the  spring  holiday,  when  almost  nothing  was  done. 
Dr.  Riddell  has  the  Grandholm  reaches  for  May. 
On  the  Pitmedden  section  the  Rev.  Mr.  Robertson 
killed  seven  fish  during  the  last  week  in  April.  On 
the  Kintore  Burgh  water  a  yellow  trout  of  6 Jib. 
was  got  to  the  phantom  by  a  local  angler  on  May  2, 
while  Messrs.  Smith  (Aberdeen),  Forbes  (Aberdeen), 
Fmch  ( Alford),  and  others  have  been  making  on  fine 
days  exceptionally  heavy  creels— fish  scaling  up  to 
2Jlb.,  average  fib.— G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland.— The  Annan.— On  May  2 
Mr.  Robert  Graham  caught  one  sea-trout,  and  on 
May  1  two  in  Mr.  Mackenzie's  water  below  the  town 
bridge.  On  May  2  Mr.  D.  C.  Loudon  had  one  sea- 
trout  of  IJlb.  in  the  Old  Mill  stream.  Mr.  Wield,  fish- 
ing behind  the  town  cauld,  took  one  sea-trout  of  1  lb. 
In  Hoddom  Castle  water  an  odd  sea-trout  or  two 
have  been  caught  with  fly.  Yellow  trout  are  rising 
more  freely  to  the  fly,  and  several  rods  have  had 
from  ten  to  twenty  each  in  the  Upper  Annan.  The 
Du-MFBiES  NiTH  AND  Teibutabies. — Better  sport 
IS  reported  from  the  Mid-Nithsdale  Association's 
waters.  Sea-trout  are  making  a  better  show  in  the 
lower  portions.  In  the  Cairn,  on  May  1  and  2,  a 
number  of  rods  met  with  fair  success.  On  May  1 
Dr.  Robson  took  one  dozen  yellow  trout.  On  May  2 
Mr.  Hains  had  seven,  and  Mr.  Lambie  a  dozen. 
The  Galloway  Rivbes.  —  These  rivers  have 
slightly  improved  since  last  week.  Those  out  with 
the  fly  have  not  been  doing  much.  Yellow  trout 
are  rising  a  good  deal  more  freely,  and  several  nice 
catches  have  been  secured.  The  Kirkcudbrightshire 
Dee  and  the  Gatehouse  Fleet  are  in  fair  trim,  and 
with  more  rain  falling  at  the  time  of  writing  will 
further  improve  angling.  The  Ayeshibe  Rivees 
AND  Lochs. — On  Loch  Doon  of  Dalmellington,  Mr. 
Scott  took  eighteen  yellow  trout  when  fishing  from 
the  Eglinton  Hotel  boat.  The  Solway.— Improved 
catches  of  sea-trout  are  now  being  had  in  the 
Solway,  fine  trout  running  from  l|lb.  to  41b.  each. 
There  is  every  prospect  of  a  good  trout  season. 
Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire).— The  weather  continues 
variable  as  ever.  The  river  is  pretty  heavy,  so  that 
results  are  poor.  On  Mr.  McCorquodale's  (Tulchan) 
water  only  four  salmon  were  landed  for  the  week  ; 
and  on  the  Laggan  House  (Carron)  water  (Colonel 
Smith  Grant's),  Mr.  H.  Gumming,  fisherman,  had 
one  of  6 Jib.  Fishing  the  Wester  Elchies  water,  on 
April  27,  Mr.  R.  Clutterbuck  had  a  salmon  of  71b  • 
on  April  29,  one  of  81b. ;  and  on  April  30,  one  of 
bjlb.,  and  a  grilse  of  3Jlb.  Mr.  Clutterbuck,  on 
April  29,  had  also  one  of  13|lb.  On  the  Aikenway 
House  portion  of  the  Arndilly  water,  Mrs.  Menzies 
killed  ,a  salmon  of  71b.  ;  and  Mr.  J.  Dallas,  fisher- 
man, three  of  71b.  each.  From  Mr.  Peto's  Rothes 
^'ater,  on  April  28,  Mr.  Scott  had  a  salmon  of 
7Jlb.,  and  from  the  Carron  House  water,  on 
April  29,  Mr.  Ralph  Smith,  one  of  15 Jib.  On  Mr 
Wharton  Duff's  Orton  House  water,  for  the  week,  a 
salmon  and  a  grilse  were  killed;  and  from  the 
Delfur  water,  for  the  same  period,  four  were 
landed.— J.  M. 

Tay. — The  River  Tay  is  in  good  order,  and  fair 
sport  continues  to  be  got  on  some  of  the  beats. 
For  week  ending  May  4,  Mr.  Graeme  Whitelaw 
killed  two  fish  of  221b.  each  on  April  27,  and  one  of 
161b.  on  Murthly  Castle  water.  Mr.  C.  A.  Grant  had 
two  of  21  lb.  and  151b  on  April  29,  and  one  of  161b 
on  April  30  on  Murthly  Castle  water,  and  one 
of  231b.  on  May  2  on  Delvine.  The  Duchess  of 
Bedford  caught  one  fish  of  15lb.  on  April  28  on 
Stobhall.  On  the  upper  reaches,  the  Grandtully 
Castle  keeper  landed  one  fish  of  281b.  on  April  28 
and  two  of  21  lb.  and  16Ib.  on  April  30.  Mr.  H.  w! 
Johnston  had  two  of  IS^lh.  and  121b.  on  April  29 
aJid  one  of  16Jlb.  on  May  4,  and  Mr.  Alex.' 
Robertson  two  of  16 Jib.  and  15 Jib.  on  Edradynate 
water. — A.  A. 


Thurso  and  Brora. — On  the  Thurso,  Mr.  Mackay, 
one  salmon,  8 Jib.,  on  Beat  6,  on  April  28,  and  two, 
121b.  and  71b.,  on  May  1,  on  Beat  6.  Mr.  Arkwright, 
two,  181b.  and  81b.,  on  April  27,  and  two,  201b.  and 
81b.,  on  Beat  7,  on  April  28.  Mr.  Greg,  one,  141b., 
on  April  27;  two,  81b.  and  61b.,  on  Beat  8,  on 
April  28;  one,  171b.,  on  Beat  9,  on  April  29;  and 
two,  171b.  and  81b.,  on  May  1.  Mr.  Finlayson,  one, 
181b.,  on  Beat  6,  on  May  1.  Mr.  Miller,  one,  101b.,' 
on  Beat  7,  on  May  1.  On  the  Brora,  Mr.  Erskine 
had  three  fish  on  April  28,  and  one  on  April  29. 
Dr.  R.  Stephens  got  two  fish  on  May  1.  Mr.  Gunnis 
arrived  on  May  2  for  the  season ;  on  hia  first  day 
(May  4)  he  got  ten  salmon,  and  lost  five  more. 
The  river  is  in  splendid  order,  and  there  is  a  good 
appearance  of  fish. — Ultima  Thule. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
This  (Tuesday)  morning  the  rivers  were  very  muddy 
and  of  a  whitish-green  colour,  showing  that  there 
is  still  a  large  quantity  of  snow  in  the  upland 
districts.    Although  a  few  salmon  have  been  killed 
since  my  last  notes,  on  the  whole  sport  has  been 
poor.    On  the  Hempsford  stream  of  the  Ednam 
House  water,   Mr.   John  Gibson,  fisherman,  on 
April  30,  had  a  nice  fish  of  71b.  weight  with  fly. 
On  the  upper  water  at  Ednam  House,  on  April  29, 
Mfv  James  Wright  killed  six  trout  of  as  many 
pounds  weight.    Last  week,  on  the  Upper  Floors 
Castle  water,  His  Grace  the  ]3uke  of  Roxburghe 
killed  one  salmon,  and  on  Tuesday  Mr.  Duff  had 
one  salmon.    On  Monday  Mr.  Bowhill  killed  a  71b. 
salmon  on  the  Makerstoun  water,  and  on  the  same 
water  Mrs.  Bowhill  landed  a  large  unspawned  fish. 
On  the  Cornhill  water,  on  April  15,  Mr.  Fen  wick 
had  a  61b.  salmon;  on  April  16  Mr.  Whistler  had 
one  of  1 1  lb.    On  April  1 8,  on  the  Lees  water,  Mr. 
W.  Miller  had  one  of  11  lb.,  and  on  April  19  one 
of  81b.    On  the  Wark  water,  on  April  22,  Dr.  Taylor 
had  a  brace  of  20JIb.  and  lOlb.    On  the  Earl  of 
Home's  water,  at  Birgham,  Lord  Dunglass  had  a 
brace  of  7Jlb.  and  6Jlb.    On  April  29,  Mr.  George 
Henderson  had  a  salmon  of  71b.  on  the  Teviot.  On 
the  Leader  and  Tweed,  in  the  Earlston  district, 
takes  of  trout  have  been  got  as  follows  :— Mr.  James 
Mack,  sen.,  7flb.  ;   Mr.  James  Thompson,  8|lb.  • 
Mr.  Andrew  Mack,  3f-lb. ;  Mr.  Walter  Reid,  31b. ; 
and  other  baskets  down  to  about  21b.    The  heaviest 
trout  got  was  one  of  Iflb.  by  Mr.  Mack,  sen.,  the 
principal  lures  being  worm  and  minnow.    On  the 
Tweed,  Mr.  Pearson,  on  April  23,  had  eleven  trout, 
61b.    Mr.  G.  A.  Steel,  on  the  Wark  water,  had  a 
basket  of  trout  of  about  41b.    On  the  Tyne,  just 
below  Hexham,    three  salmon  were   landed  on 
Tuesday,  and  a  brace  were  taken  in  the  Beaufort 
Castle  water,  while  Mr.  Chaytor  had  one  in  Mr. 
Trewitt's  stretch;   at  Haydon  Bridge  baskets  of 
trout  of  from  a  dozen  to  half  that  number  were  got. 
On  the  Alne  Mr.  Dickinson  had  a  good  basket. 
On  the  Eden,  last  week,  Mr.  Liddell,  Warwick  Hall, 
landed  a  salmon  of  301b.  ;  Mr.  Stout,  on  the  same 
river,  had,  in  three  hours'  fishing,  half  a  score  of 
trout;  while  Mr.  Ranes  had  also  a  good  basket. 
On  the  Birgham  water,  Mr.  Forgon  had  a  salmon 
of  81b.    Dr.  Hood,  Dr.  Boulby,  and  Dr.  Taylor  have 
all  had  excellent  baskets  of  trout  on  the  Wark 
North  water,  while  Mr.  McNay  and  Mr.  Pierron,  in 
the  Cornhill  water,  have  also  had  capital  sport,  all 
killing  good  baskets  of  trout  ranging  from  41b.  to 
81b.    On  the  Carham  water  Mr.  Robson  had  good 
sport  with  trout,  and  on  the  Leets  Mr.  McNay  had 
a  fine  dish  of  eleven  trout.    The  weather  is  now 
very  fine  and  genial,  and  excellent  sport  with  trout 
is  anticipated. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  and  Tributaries. — At  the  beginning  of 
the  week  the  Maine,  Blackwater,  Ballinderry,  and 
Moyola  were  shrinking  after  the  recent  floods,  and  on 
the  shallow  reaches  catches  of  trout  were  obtained. 
However,  heavy  showers  of  rain  continued  and  a  suc- 
cession of  semi-floods  came  down  at  intervals ;  the 
water  was  discoloured,  and  there  were  only  short 
periods  when  the  fly  could  be  used,  and  it  was  not 
taken  freely.  The  Bann  rose  18in.  and  is  again  at 
winter  level,  and  there  are  only  portions  of  the  quick- 
running  reaches  at  Movanagher,  Kilrea,  and  Port- 
glenone  where  the  fly  can  be  used  ;  but  trout  are  not 
rising,  as  the  water  is  yet  so  cold  that  no  natural 
flies  are  hatching.  Salmon  continue  coming  in  from 
the  sea,  but  are  not  resting  on  the  Caronroe  stretch 
as  in  preceding  years,  but  are  running  to  the  higher 
sections  ;  however,  a  few  have  recently  been  showing 
on  the  rapids  below  the  weir  at  Kilrea. — Daniei, 
O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  rivers  at  the  time 
of  writing  are  in  splendid  order  and  fair  fishing  is 
being  obtained  on  the  Crossgar,  Lagan,  Maine, 
Sixmilewater,  Glenavy,  Crumlin,  and  Clady,  and 
the  small  streams  of  Antrim  and  Down.  At  Lough 
Mourne  nothing  particular  was  done  since  last  notes, 
but  Woodburn  is  fishing  much  better.  The  second 
instalment  of  rainbows,  which  were  three-quarter  | 


pounders  in  Lough  Mourne  last  season,  are  now  well 
up  to  IJlb.— J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  River  (co.  Cork). — River  high  and 
unsettled.  On  the  Ballyduff  water  His  Honour 
Judge  Shand  (Liverpool)  had  one  salmon,  161b. ;  on 
Careysville  water.  Dr.  Montgomery  two,  111b., 
141b.;  at  Killavullen,  Mr.  R.  A.  Grove  Annealey, 
four,  6Jlb.,  81b.,  81b.,  101b. ;  at  Lombardstown,  Mr. 
Higginson,  one,  121b.,  Captain  Hawksley,  one,  121b., 
Mr.  P.  Hunt,  one,  161b.,  and  Colonel  Lontifield  one, 
151b.;  at  Kanteer,  Mr.  C.  H.  Lane,  three,  121b., 
141b.,  181b.— W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal). —  During  the  past 
week  Mr.  Blacker  Douglas  landed  two  salmon  of 
131b.  and  101b.,  and  Mr.  P.  G.  one  of  121b.  Treating 
was  good. — M.  RoGAN  and  Sons. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon,  and  Belleek).— Sport  on 
the  Erne  arnongst  the  trout  continues  good  and  the 
river  is  now  in  grand  salmon  fishing  order.  Prospects 
of  the  month  of  May  salmon  fishing  on  the  river  are 
very  good,  as  large  numbers  of  heavy  spring  salmon 
are  already  in  the  river.  Salmon  fishing  begins 
now  at  once  on  the  river. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork).— The  water  haa  been 
high  and  unsettled  during  the  week,  the  salmon 
moving  ahead  and  not  taking  as  they  should.  On 
Williams'  Hotel  water,  Mr.  J.  O'Leary  had  four 
salmon,  and  Mr.  H.F.Martin,  four,  71b.,  81b.,  101b., 
and  101b.  On  Mashonaglass,  Mr.  H.  Austen,  one, 
61b.,  and  Mr.  H.  F.  Martin,  two,  101b.  and  111b. 
On  Warrenscourt,  Mr.  J.  Kelleher,  four,  201b.,  101b., 
91b.,  and  6Jlb.  On  Lee  Mount,  Mr.  J.  Lindsay, 
one,  91b.  At  Carrigadrohid,  Mrs.  St.  Leger  Carter, 
three,  71b.,  81b.,  and  91b.  On  Ashton,  Mr.  C.  W. 
Ashe,  two,  91b.  and  7Jlb.,  and  Captain  Herrick, 
one,  1 1  lb.  On  Lee  Mount,  Mr.  J.  Lindsay,  one, 
6JIb.  On  Carbery  water,  Mr.  J.  Penrose  Hawkes, 
one,  201b.  On  Ballineadig,  Mr.  W.  H.  Lindsay, 
one,  101b.,  and  Mr.  F.  McCarthy,  two,  71b.  and  9lb. 
On  Leehans,  Mr.  E  Lyons,  one,  101b.  On  the 
Sullane  river,  Mr.  B.  Miller,  two,  101b.  and  121b.  ; 
Mr.  B.  Miller,  jun.,  one,  91b.  ;  Mr.  W.  Howard,  one, 
11  lb. ;  Mr.  J.  O'Leary,  three,  71b.,  101b.,  and  121b.  ; 
Mr.  J.  B.  Ma^sy,  one,  101b.;  Mr.  H.  B.  Minhear, 
one,  7Jlb. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Lough  Currane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Only  two  salmon  have  been  had  since  last  report, 
one  of  8Jlb.  and  one  of  9Jlb.  Brown  trout  fishing 
has  been  fairly  good  at  times.  Salmon  and  sea- 
trout  have  come  up,  and  the  prospects  are  now 
much  improved. — T.  J.  D. 

Lougfh  Mask  (Ballinrobe).— With  the  exception 
of  a  few  days  the  weather  here  for  the  past  two 
weeks  has  been  very  wet  and  stormy,  and  very 
much  against  fishing,  still  anglers  seldom  return 
empty-handed.  All  the  anglers  staying  at  Spring- 
vale  House  are  wet  fly  men,  consequently  no  trolling 
and  no  startling  catches  to  report.  The  best  trout 
of  the  week  fell  to  the  rod  of  Dr.  O'Rafferty,  and 
just  turned  the  scale  at  41b. — C,  E.  Mayne. 

Loug-hs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur).— The 
anglmg  for  the  past  ten  days  has  been  as  varied  as 
the  weather.  The  best  bags  brought  into  the 
Mount  Gable  Hotel  are  JMr.  HinchliB's  five  trout, 
2flb.,  2-l-lb.,  21b.,  Iflb.,  an  on  wet-fly,  and  one, 
3Jlb.,  on  the  troll.  Another  day  the  same  gentle- 
man had  a  grand  trout  of  51b.  on  the  fly.  Sir 
Patrick  Manson,  six  trout,  71b.,  on  the  fly.  Messrs. 
Sopwith,  three  trout,  S^lb.,  2|lb.,  and  Iflb.,  all  on 
wet-fly.— G.  A.  *        4  4  , 

Lough  Melvin. — During  the  past  week  Mr.  A.  J. 
Troup  landed  one  salmon,  91b. ;  Mr.  H.  H.  Walker, 
one  salmon,  81b.;  Major  Hamilton,  one  salmon] 
81b. ;  Mr.  G.  Curran,  one  salmon,  1 1  lb. ;  Mr.  John- 
ston, two  salmon,  81b.  and  101b.;  Mr.  Munday,  one 
salmon,  7Jlb. ;  Mr.  P.  Grimes,  one  brown  trout, 
61b.  ;  and  Mr.  A.  McManus,  two  trout,  41b.  and  21b. 
Heavy  rains  during  the  past  week  kept  the  lake 
du-ty,  but  is  now  clearing,  and  good  sport  amongst 
the  salmon  and  trout  will  be  had  this  week  — 
M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).  

Sport  continues  good  on  the  above  waters  at  brown 
trout,  the  takes  averaging  about  two  dozen  fish  to 
each  rod  daily. — T.  J.  D. 

Mourne    (Newtownstewart,    co.  Tyrone).  

The  Mourne,  Strule,  Derg,  Glenelly,  and  other 
waters  in  the  vicinity  of  Newtownstewart  have  been 
in  spate,  and  are  now  running  into  order.  Fishing 
the  Glenelly,  on  May  3,  Major  Carter  kUled  one 
score  of  trout  and  on  the  following  day  a  dozen, 
and  Mr.  Dobson,  on  the  same  day,  had  a  nice  creel 
of  fish. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen,  Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Indifferent  weather  during  the  past  week 
Mr.  Sullven,  two  salmon,  101b.,  12ilb. ;  Mr.  J.' 
Murry,  one  salmon,  121b.,  also  one'pike,  221b.; 
Mr.  C.  Sloane,  one  salmon,  91  bs. ;  Mr.  W.  Dolan 
two  salmon,  91b.,  lOJlb. ;  Mr.  Armstrong,  one  pike,' 
261b.  There  is  a  fine  run  of  fresh  run  salmon  in 
the  river  now.  Fine  weather  is  all  that  is  required 
for  good  sport.— Jiir  Heaens  and  Son. 


364 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Mat  9,  1908 


OGDEN&SCOTFORD 

CHELTENHAM, 

riy  Dressers,  Practical  Anglers, 
Fishing  Rod,    Reel,  and  Tackle 
Manufacturers. 

9  GOLD,  SILVER,  AND  OTHER  AWARDS. 


KILLED  A  74LB.  FISH. 

MAJOR  W  writes  as  follows  : 

Mandalay,  Jiily  10th,  1907. 
"Please  send  to  W.  A.  H.,  Esq.,  a  14  ft.  6  in. 
Blue  Mahoe  Kod,  similar  to  those  you  recently 

sent  out,  but  lighter.    Major  W        is  glad 

to  be  able  to  tell  Messrs.  Ogden  and  Scotford 
that  the  16  ft.  Mahoe  Rod  he  had  from  them 
continues  to  give  complete  satisfaction. 
Amongst  other  big  Mahseer  this  season  it 
killed  a  741b.  fish  handsomely." 


CHARMED  WITH  HIS  MAHOE  ROD. 


Bruton  Street,  W.,  Sept.  13,  1907. 

"  I  am  sending  you  my  14  ft.  Mahoe  Rod  I 
got  from  you  two  years  ago,  which  I  lilce 
enormously.  I  have  never  fished  with  a 
better  Rod.  If  you  have  a  duplicate  of  it 
please  forward  it  to  enclosed  addre.ss.  I 
should  like  to  know  if  you  have  a  similar 
rod  to  send  me  18  ft.  in  length.— Yours 
truly,  0.  M." 


Messrs.  Ogden  <fe  SCOTFORD,  Plttville,  Cheltenham. 


Inverness  Terrace,  W. 


Dear  Sirs.— It  gives  me  very  great  pleasure  to  speak  of  the  17-ft.  Grilse  Rod  you  made  for  me 
last  spring  of  the  DeveraiLx  Mahoe  Wood  with  snake  rings. 

After  a  careful  trial  of  the  Rod  last  year,  extending  over  three  months,  in  all  kinds  of  weather 
and  water,  I  can  only  say  that  it  leaves  far  behind,  in  all  the  qualities  most  essential  to  a  perfect 
rod,  the  other  known  materials  as  Greenheart,  Split  Cane,  Bamboo,  Hickory,  &c. 

It  is  two-thirds  the  specific  gravity  of  Greenheart,  and  some  ounces  lighter  than  Split  Cane 
Rods  of  the  same  length,  and  of  a  toughness  that  can  hardly  be  estimated  ;  as  although  in  taking 
up  long  line  to  make  a  cast,  the  fly  gettijig  firmly  hooked  in  thick  sea  weed,  yet  with  the  strain 
of  very  thick  tackle  the  top  and  middle  joints  have  never  given  way,  as  Greenheart  would  have 
done  to  a  certainty  in  a  like  situation. 

Casting  with  this  Mahoe  Rod  is  a  pleasure,  not  a  labour,  the  action  being  both  powerful  in 
casting  out  and  quick  in  recovering  the  heavy  undressed  silk  line  I  am  in  the  habit  of  using. 
The  wonderful  life  displayed  by  this  wood  when  playing  a  fish  is  also  very  much  in  its  favour, 
the  power  of  giving  and  taking  being  very  remarkable. 

I  find  that  the  three  joints  are  as  straight  to-day  as  when  the  rod  left  your  works. 

If  I  could  add  anythi-ng  more  that  would  give  additional  weight  to  the  fact  of  the  excellence 
of  the  Deveraux  Mahoe  for  all  kinds  of  rods,  I  should  be  only  too  glad.  I  am  most  willing  for  you 
to  make  any  use  you  like  of  this  letter,  and  am,  dear  Sirs,  yours  very  truly,  G.E.C. 


WYERS  FRERES 

SOLE 

EUROPEAN  AGENTS 

PATENT  'MEEK' 
CASTING  REEL, 

Price  32/-  each. 

STRONG.       SIMPLE.  ACCURAT.E. 
SPECIAL    TACKLE   FOR  THE 
AlVrERICAN    STYLE    OF  CASTING. 

Alv/ays  IN  STOCK,  see  our  General  Catalogue. 

WYERS  FRERES,  CONTINENTAL  WORKS,  REDDITGH. 


J    CATALOGUES   POST  FREE. 


Manager:  ALBERT  SMITH. 


J.  E.  MILLER, 

NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  DEPOT,  19,  New  Station  St.,  LEEDS. 

Telbgrams:  "PISCATOR,  LEEDS." 


TblbphONE  :  No.  2601. 


THE  "WEE"  CHAPMAN 

Fop  Spinning-  a  Small  Minnow 
in  low,  clear  water. 

Price,  with  5  trebles  as  sketch,  1/6. 

3     „  1/3. 


PpBmofvtng  ana  Walafpfoofing 
BOOTS,  LEGGINGS, 

Fishing  Lines, 
HARNESS,  SADDLERY, 

MACHINE  BELTING, 
MOTOR  CLUTCHES, 

and 

all  kinds  of  leather  articles. 


NO  "RUBBINO  IN"  REQUIRED. 


The  only  Leather  Oil  used  in 
the  German  Army. 

IN    TINS,    WITH    BRUSH    COMPLETE      {    ^f^^j'^^^^l  *  e*^po8 t^'Vreo' 

To  be  had  of  all  Dealers,  or  direct  from — 
The  Mars  Oil  (F)  Co.,  10  &  12,  Milton  St.,  LONDON,  E.G. 


MAY  FLIES 

DRESSED   TO  PATTERN 

ON   SHORTEST  NOTICE. 

LARGE  STOCK  IN  GREAT  VARIETY. 

SELECTIONS  SENT  ON  APPROVAL. 
ALL  SHADES,  GREY,  YELLOW  AND  GREEt*. 


MAY  FLY  CASTS 

Made  from  SPECIALLY  PICKED  GUT,  Tapered  1/6  each. 

EXTRA  FINE  NATURAL  PICKED  GUT  POINTS 

17  inches  long,  13/6  per  hundred. 

The  '  TRACEY' WHOLE  CANE  ROD 

FULLY  FITTED,   LOCK  JOINTS,  3  Tops  for  Wet  and  Dry  Fly  and 
Minnow  Fishing,  ORBBN  FINISH,  LIGHT  AND  POWERFUL. 

Price  30I- 


Trout  Fishing 

FORTY  MINUTES  FROM  LONDON. 
ONE  OR  TWO  RODS  TO  LET. 
SEVEN  MILES  OF  STREAM,  PERHAPS  AS 
WELL  STOCKED  AS  ANY  IN  ENGLAND. 

ALL  FISHABLE. 

TROUT  AVERAGE  NEARLY  ONE  POUND. 

Comfortable  Quarters  close  to  water. 
For  particulars  apply  to  "  MANAGER," 
ICKLEFORD   FISHERY,   HITCHIN,  HERTS. 


J.  J.  S.  WALKER, 

Manufacturer  of  High-class  Split  Cane  Rods. 
IMPORTANT  FACTS. 

That  I  make  a  High-class  Rod  at  a  MODERATE  Price. 
That  if  the  purchaser  is  not  satisfied  the  Rod  can  be 

returned  and  money  refunded. 
That  I  have  had  20  years'  experience  as  a  Split  Cane  Rod 

Builder.  „     .     .  ^ 

That  the  material  used  in  the  manufacturing  of  my  rods 

Is  of  the  very  best. 
That  no  better  can  be  made. 
That  my  rods  are  hand-made  throughout. 

TWO  PIECE  SPLIT  CANE,  2  tops  and  top  case,  9  ft.  to  10  ft.  6  in.,  cork 
handle,  lock'joints,  snake  rings,  agate  butt  and  end  rings,  ^1,3  7s.  6d, 
REPAIRS  EXECUTED  AT  MODERATE  CHARGES. 

NORTHERN    ROD    WORKS,  ALNWICK. 

PRICE  LIST  FREE. 
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Shannon  (Castleconnell). — We  are  8till  having 
assorted  varieties  of  weather  with  rain  predomina- 
ting. Water  in  good  order.  On  Doonass  Mr.  G.  C. 
Williams  killed  one  salmon,  13 Jib.  On  Prospect 
Mr.  J.  E  .  Paul  killed  one  salmon,  231b. ;  Mr.  R. 
Paul,  two  salmon,  201b.,  21  lb.  On  Newgarden, 
Mr.  Claude  Williams  killed  five  salmon,  261b.,  121b., 
12Jlb...  281b.,  91b. — John  Enriqht  and  Son. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskellig's.— Pollack  anglers  have  done  well 
here  since  May  1,  but  angling  at  time  of  writing  is 
rather  difficult  owing  to  a  choppy  sea. — T.  J.  D. 

Castletown  (co.  Cork).  —  Pollack  are  again 
furnishing  nic^  sport  at  and  around  this  station. 
Weather  getting  wild  and  sea  rather  rough  at  time 
of  writing.— T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (the  Pier).  —  Improved  conditions  of 
weather  during  the  last  few  days  have  brought 
out  a  fair  number  of  anglers,  and  their  efforts 
have  been  rewarded  with  a  considerable  amount 
of  success.  The  number  of  small  codling  taken 
daily  has  ranged  between  two  and  five 
score,  and  some  very  fine  pouting  have  at 
times  helped  to  swell  the  captures.  Dabs  are 
occasionally  in  evidence,  but  the  general  run  of 
them  is  small,  and  nurse-dogs  have  at  length  put  in 
appearance,  and  are  taking  lugworm  bait  in  pre- 
ference to  mackerel.  Several  well-practised  anglers 
have  essayed  pollack-fishing  daily,  but  up  to  the 
present  time  not  one  specimen  has  been  captured. 
The  water  temperature  stands  just  now  at  forty- 
eight  degrees,  and  with  a  rise  of  three  or  four 
degrees  these  sportive  fish  may  reasonably  be 
expected  in  the  vicinity. — J.  Richahdon  (B.  S.  A.  S.) 

Falmouth.— The  wind  still  keeping  in  a  cold 
quarter  is  making  mackerel  scarce.  On  May  1, 
during  brilliant  sunshine,  over  twenty  boats  were 
to  be  seen  in  the  bay,  with  but  poor  result.  Spring 
pollack  are  appearing,  and  several  boats  have  taken 
fish  up  to  41b.,  one  gentleman  being  fortunate 
enough  to  land  a  151b.  polfeck  with  rod  and  line 
o£E  the  Black  Head.— H.  H.  Read. 

Plymouth. — The  bass  have  arrived  and  are 
giving  good  sport,  but  they  cannot  be  depended 
upon  yet  to  any  amount  until  warmer  weather 
comes  in.  The  pollack  still  keep  a  long  way  out, 
although  some  have  been  taken  on  the  inner 
marks.  At  the  back  of  the  Mewstone  some  very 
fine  fish  are  to  be  had,  and  the  best  way  to  get  at 
them  is  to  go  to  Steer  Point  by  train  and  take  the 
little  steamer  down  to  Newton  Ferrers,  and  ^ave 
your  boatman  waiting  for  you,  then  you  are  not 
very  far  from  your  spots,  or  you  can  get  comfort- 
able lodgings  there  and  fish  to  your  heart's  con- 
tent.— William  Heaedeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Valentia. — Sport  of  a  good  description  is  now 
being  had  around  here  at  pollack,  and  some 
mackerel  have  also  been  had. — T.  J.  D. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry).— Pollack  anglers  have 
had  good  sport  during  the  past  few  days,  the  takes 
ranging  from  a  dozen  to  twenty  fish  to  each  rod  or 
hand-line. — T.  J.  D. 


REPORTS  RE  RIVERS  IN  NORWAY. 


From  Messrs.  Bachke  and  Co, 
Drontheim,  April  28. 
Since  out  last  report  the  ice  on  the  rivers  in  the 
lower  valleys  has  broken  up,  but  up  to  the  present 
there  is  very  little  water  in  the  rivers.  On  the 
higher  parts  there  is  a  large  amount  of  snow,  and  if 
mild  weather,  as  during  the  last  few  days,  continues 
it  is  to  be  expected  that  the  rivers  will  soon  get  more 
water  from  the  melting  snow. 

Feom  Ole  R.  Olsen,  Bergen,  April  29. 
The  prospects  for  the  coming  salmon  fishing 
season  are  still  very  good,  as  owing  to  the  cold  and 
dry  weather  which  has  been  in  April  all  over 
southern,  western,  and  northern  Norway,  there  has 
been  no  snow  melting  yet.  At  present  it  looks  as  if 
we  are  going  to  get  milder  weather,  and  if  we  do, 
and  the  snow  begins  to  melt  middle  or  end  of  May, 
the  salmon  should  begin  to  run  at  the  usual  time- 
namely,  end  of  May  and  beginning  of  June.  With 
the  stock  of  snow  lodged  on  the  mountains,  most 
nvers  should  have  a  good  supply  of  water  from  the 
time  the  melting  begins  and  during  June  and  the 
greater  part  of  July ;  if  the  melting  does  not  begin 
too  early  (and  as  it  does  not  look  as  if  it  will  begin 
any  too  early),  I  think  anglers  should  be  justified  in 
having  every  hope  of  a  good  season. 

From  T.  C.  Jonasen,  Stavangee,  May  1. 
The  prospects  for  good  sport  this  year  are  still  the 
very  best.    The  weather  is  cold,  so  the  snow  in  the 
moimtains  is  melting  only  slowly. 
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From  F.  Reinhardt  and  Co.,  Cheismansand,  S., 
May  2. 

We  beg  to  inform  you  that  only  a  few  salmon 
have  been  caught  as  yet  at  the  mouth  of  some  of 
the  rivers  in  thiis  part  of  the  country  ;  it  is  therefore 
too  early  to  predict  anything  for  the  season.  We 
had  a  conversation  to-day  with  an  experienced 
angler,  who  said  that  the  prospects  for  the  season 
were  good,  there  being  much  snow  in  the  mountains 
Up  country,  and  therefore  prospects  of  an  ample 
water  supply.  The  salmon  are  a  little  late  in  coming 
this  year,  but  this  was  considered  only  a  good  sign 
by  experienced  fishermen.  The  weather  has  been 
very  cold  and  unpleasant  here  during  April,  but  it 
appears  to  have  changed  yesterday,  it  being  now 
quite  springlike. 

Thos.  Wilson,  Sons  and  Co.,  Ltd. 


Jlssoctafions,  etc. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  tha/n  Wednesday  evening's  post. 

Blenheim  Angling  ^oorETY. 
The  annual  general  meeting  of  this  society  was 
held  at  the  London  headquarters  on  Wednesday, 
April  29.  In  the  unavoidable  absence  of  our 
president,  Mr.  Geo.  Geen,  Mr.  Dalmer,  vice-presi- 
dent, occupied  the  chair.  There  was  a  very  large 
attendance  of  members.  Mr.  Thos.  Adams,  hon.  sec, 
gave  a  review  of  the  year's  working  of  the  society, 
which  was  most  satisfactory,  showing  that  both 
financially  and  numerically  we  are  making  good 
progress,  the  water  has  been  well  attended  to  and 
restocked  with  over  2000  fish,  all  good,  and  there- 
fore the  coming  season  should  see  good  sport.  The 
rules  were  gone  through  and  several  important 
alterations  were  made.  The  date  of  annual  dinner 
was  referred  to  the  committee,  and  altogether  a 
^sinesslike  and  pleasant  evening  was  spent.  — 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
An  important  and  well-attended  meeting  was 
held  at  Masons'  Hall  on  May  6,  Mr.  A.  G.  Merritt 
very  ably  presiding.  Fishing  reports  were  non- 
existent. However,  note  was  taken  that  last  week 
those  of  Mr.  Isaac  (atNewhaven,  plaice  and  codling) 
and  of  Mr.  Merritt  (in  Wales,  trout  and  chub)  were 
inadvertently  omitted  from  the  society's  record. 
An  important  event  in  the  evening's  proceedings 
was  the  reception  of  a  grand  acquisition  to  the 
C.L.P.S.  Museum,  namely,  a  very  artistic  model 
of  a  fine  salmon  of  421b. ,  killed  some  time  back  by 
the  respected  president  of  the  society,  Mr.  F.  B. 
Mildmay,  M.P.  The  beauty  of  the  model  was  much 
admired,  and  a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was 
accorded  to  Mr.  Mildmay  for  his  valuable  present. 
The  principal  item  of  the  meeting,  however,  was  the 
reading  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Martin  ("The  Trent  Otter") 
of  a  paper — certainly  one  of  the  boit  of  its  kind — 
in  which  most  skilfully  and  picturesquely  were  given 


'I  Jottings  from  an  Old  Angler's  Memory,"  his  early 
life — the  hard  existence  of  a  boy  in  the  fen-lands  of 
Lincolnshire  under  very  stern  conditions  were 
charmingly  narrated  by  the  author  ;  how  he  learned 
to  study  Nature  and  Nature's  ways,  and,  inter  alia, 
fish  and  fishing ;  all  this  and  many  interesting  par- 
ticulars of  the  folk-lore,  traditions,  and  myths  of 
the  Fen  people  were  related  by  Mr.  Martin  in  a 
most  entrancing  style,  many  anecdotes  of  fish  and 
fishing  being  interspersed,  and  withal,  his  dry 
humour  and  genial  sympathy  appealed  throughout 
to  all  listeners.  The  paper  was  greatly  applauded, 
and  after  much  appreciative  comment  a  very  en- 
thusiastic vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  author 
— from  whom,  it  is  understood,  a  fresh  volume  may 
be  expected  before  the  year  is  out.  The  usual 
C.L.P.S.  toast  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chairman  concluded  the  proceedings. — Hon.  Sec. 

Geesham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  P.  W.  Salmond  presided  over  the  committee 
meeting  on  Tuesday  last,  and  Mr.  A.  J.  M.  Brice 
over  the  ordinary  meeting,  which  followed  at  eight 
o  clock.  ^  A  new  member  was  elected,  and  several 
applications  for  membership  received.  Several 
naatters  relating  to  the  Gresham  fishery  were  under 
discussion,  and  these,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  carried 
through  with  a  resulting  convenience  to  members 
who  fish  there.  A  few  good  trout  have  been 
creeled,  but  it  is  pretty  evident  that  the  sudden 
change  in  the  weather  has  not  proved  beneficial  to 
the  taking  of  trout.  One  week  the  temperature  wtis 
down  to  freezing  point,  with  nearly  a  foot  of 
snow  on  the  ground ;  the  following  week  the  tem- 
perature stood  at  75°.  Still,  with  the  capital  supply 
of  water,  and  a  distinct  improvement  in  the  weather, 
sport  should  now  rapidly  improve.  Messrs.  Carter 
and  Co.  showed  some  first-rate  fiy -fishing  material 
on  Tuesday,  among  which  may  be  mentioned  their 
Gresham,"  "  Curzon,"  and  "  Phelps  "  rods,  to- 
gether with  a  capital  assortment  of  their  latest  trout 
reels.  Great  interest  was  shown  in  the  exhibition,  and 
Messrs.  Carter  were  cordially  thanked  for  their  kind- 
ness. Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  gave  a  very  lucid  account  of 
the  doings  of  anglers  at  the  N.F.A.  at  Sheffield,  and 
reported  that  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff  had  been  chosen 
president  of  this  association.  Anglers  generally, 
and  London  anglers  particularly,  are  to  be  con- 
gratulated upon  the  choice  made.  The  dinner  at 
the  Black  Horse,  Chesham,  will  take  place  on 
Saturday  next  at  7.30.— Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  F.  W.  Harding  occupied  the  chair  at  the 
meeting  on  May  6.  A  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
was  accorded  the  dinner  committee  for  the 
admirable  way  they  had  worked.  All  agree  that 
the  fortieth  annual  dinner  was  the  best  the 
society  has  had.  The  recent  floods  for  a  time 
practically  stopped  trout -fishing  at  Farnham, 
but  the  water  is  now  in  good  order,  and  some  of  the 
members  are  hoping  soon  to  accovmt  for  a  good  fish 
or  two  with  the  March  Brown,  Blue  Dun,  and 
Greenwell's  Glory.  Since  last  report  the  following 
members  have  taken  trout  from  the  society's 
fishery:— Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham  three  fish  weigh- 
ing respectively  lib.,  lib.,  and  lib.  4oz.  ;  also 
six  others,  which  he  returned.  Mr.  H.  Dunn 
two  weighing  lib.  2|oz.  and  lib.  4oz.,  and  several 
smaller  ones  (returned). .  Mr.  W.  T.  Attwood  and 
Mr.  H.  Linsdell  also  brought  a  few  fish  to  the  net, 
but  being  below  the  society's  standard  were  given 
their  liberty.  The  March  Brown  accounted  for  all 
the  above  fish. — Hon.  Repoetbe. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


On  Wednesday  the  Society  made  a  very  good 
iginning  of  the  new  summer  session  programme. 
Mr.  W.  J.  Reynolds  occupied  the  business  chair. 
Reports  from  stations  and  members  showed  much 
improvement  in  sport.  The  milder  weather  is 
bringing  in  the  fish.  Mackerel  has  arrived.  Spring 
pollack  and  bass  are  in  evidence  all  round  the  coast, 
a  promise  of  good  things  to  come.  At  Margate  two 
good  shore  bass  were  taken  and  a  number  of 
codling,  smallish  ones.  At  Seaford,  Mr.  Stephenson, 
fourteen  score  dabs,  23  codling,  and  a  lot  of  rock- 
whiting.  At  Worthing  there  were  bream ;  Selsey 
Bill,  bass  and  mackerel — good  catches  of  the  former ; 
Minehead,  a  skate  601b.,  a  conger  681b.  A  member 
at  Seaford  had  taken  one  day  148  dabs,  on  another 
23  codling,  some  of  big  size,  off  the  Town  Rocks. 
Another  member  at  Sark  found  pollack  in  plenty 
and  sand-eel  easily  obtainable,  but  the  rough 
weather  interfered  sadly  with  his  sport.  Mr.  Waller, 
at  Brighton,  a  score  and  a  half  of  dabs  up  to  14oz. ' 
Mr.  Holbrow  reported  bass  at  Xewhaven. 
Mr.  Pickup,  the  secretary,  again  urged  the  mem- 
bers to  at  once  set  to  work  on  their  e^ibits  for  the 
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WILL 
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YEABS. 


••NOSRED5IA"  is  entirely  different  in  make  and 
quality  to  other  Garden  Hose.   Made  of  specially  selected 
KuLbcr,  seamless  and  extra  stronpr,  a  really  good  Gardes 
H*se  at  a  moderate  price. 

Prices  Pep  Foot. 

Strength.       j-inch.       J-iucli.       J-inch.  Hntii. 

1  ply     ..     4id.  —  —  — 

2  „       ..      SM.  64d.  :jd.  lOid. 

3  „       ..      6|d.  lid.  SJd.  1/. 
For  those  who  require  a  l»wer  priced  kfose  we  strongly 

recommend  our  •  ■  Osogoofl "  r^d  Garden  Hose,  wMch 
cannot  be  beaten  at  the  price. 


Price  Per  Foot. 
i-Inch.  I  ply  2id. 
li-inch.  2  ply  3id. 
i-inch.  2  ply  Sjd. 
£-lnch.  3  ply  5id. 
any  length. 


Complete  with 

Fittings. 
60  Feet.  120  Feet. 
139  25/9 
H/6  33/3 
20/9  39/. 
28/6  lii/6 


FOR  VERY   HIGH  PRESSITRE 

and  constant  daily  use  our  "Raliiali"  Reliable  Rubber 
lJeliver>  Hose  should  be  used  in  preference  to  any  other* 

REUUBLE  |2ply,  Sa 

RUBBER  HOSE  J  i  ,. 


i-lnch.  2  ply   3  ply   4  ply    1  inch.  2  ply  3  ply  4  ply 

Sid.    lOJd.    1/-  1/0 J  -I/ai    1/4  per  ft. 

These  prices  have  been  greatly  reduced  this  Season  and 
many  of  our  customers  for  years  even  at  the  old  higher 
prices  have  found  this  Hose  to  he  the  most  economical 
they  have  ever  handled. 
i0r     DELIVERED  CARRIAGE  PAID. 

Write  for  Illustrairil  €atal«Kue,  Post  Free,  cm 
apDlicatlou. 


ANDERSON'S  BRISTOL  RUBBER  CO.,  LTD.  If^ 

LOKDON:  16,  Queen  St.,  Cheapside,  E.G.;  3,  Green  St, 
Leicester  Sq.,  W.C 
Post  Orders  to  9, 10, 13,  High  St.,  BRISTOL. 
Factory,  Ropewalk  Rubber  Works,  BRISTOL, 

Manufacturers  of  the  celebrated  "NOSRF.DNA"  (Regd. 
Trade  Mark)  WATERPROOFS. 


The  Simplex  Aquatic 
Weed  Gutter 

(Patented  at  Home  and  Abroad). 

Will  cut  all  species  of  weed.    Suitable  for 
Lake  or  River. 

Price  from  £5,  packed  on  rail. 


Write  for  List  of  Corrugated  Steel  Punts, 
£7  10s.  Od.  each, 
recommended  by  John  Bickerdyi<e. 


PERCY  WADHAM 

PLUMASSIER  TO  THE  ROYAL  FAMILY, 

Pisciculturist  to  The  Carisbrooke  Fishing 
Association, 

NEWPORT,  ISLE  OF  WIGHT. 


L'ENTENTE  CORDIALE. 

SINGLE  HAIR  CASTS,  HACKLES,  FLIES, 

French  Gentleman  writes— "Thanks  for  splen- 
did Casts  and  Hackles  sent,  are  satisfactory." 

Hair  Casts,  tapered,  half  dozen,  5/-;  3  for  3/-. 
1 00  Selected  Hair,  5/9 ;  so  for  3/-.  Flies  to 
Ha  P,   1/6  per  doz.     Hackles  (all  colours), 
Wings,  &c. 

Address   PICKERSGILL,    54,  Scawen 
Road,  Deptford  Park,  London,  S.E. 


FISHING  ROr> 
TIMBER. 

Greenheart,  Hickory,  Ash,  and  Lance- 
wood,  specially  selected  by  Experts, 
supplied  in  logs,  planks  and  squares. 
WHOLESALE  ONLY. 

JOSEPH  OWEN  &  SONS,  Ltd., 
Timber  Merchants,  LIVERPOOL. 


It  Smooths  the  Rugged  Path  of  Life. 

One  THal  will  tell  more  than  we  can  say  of  Its 
qualities  as  a  Pipe  Tobacco. 

Tortoi^e-sKelll 


Mild,  5d.  per  oz. 
Medium,  5d.  per  oz. 
Popular,  Ahd.peroi. 


Mixtttre 


W.  A.  &  A.  C.  CHURCHMAN, 

Branch  of  the  Imperial  Tobacco  Co.  (of  Gt.  Britain  and 
Ireland)  Ltd.,  Ipswich. 


FLY  CASTING 

Accuracy  and  Delicacy  taught  in 

Every  Style  of  Salmon  and 
Trout  Fly  Casting  by 

The  Amateur  Champion  in  Trout  Fly  Casting, 
Author  of  "The  Science  of  Dry  Fly  Fishing 
and  Salmon  Fishing,"  price  io/6  net 


Clients  can  be  coached  on  Mr,  Shaw's  Ground  at 
Marlborough  Road,  N.W.,  or  on  his  trout  and 
grayling  waters  near  London,  or  else  on  their  own 
ground.  Not  more  than  one  client  or  two  friends 
taken  during  any  one  lesson.  Rods,  lines,  &c. 
supplied, 

PERFECTION  IN  CASTING  GUARANTEED 

In  Three  Lessons. 


For  Terms,  apply  to — 


MR.  FRED  G.  SHAW, 

Neville  Court,  Abbey  Road,  N.W. 


THE  LODGE, 

WORLINGTON,  SUFFOLK 

Firet-class  Boarding  House. 

Good  accommodation  for  motorists, 
cyclists,  horses,  and  carriages,  One  mile 
from  MildenhaU  Station,  G.E.R.— 
W.  Howes. 


TROUT  FISHING. 

River  Darenth,  half  mile  exclusive,  one  hour 
from  Town,  Railway  Station  i  mile. 

COUNTRY  RESIDENCE  TO  BE  LET  FURNISHED, 

.Tune  to  September.  8  Bed,  3  Reception  Rooms, 
charming  old  Garden,  2  Tennis  Courts,  enjoy- 
ment of  20  acres  surrounding,  Golf  Links  quite 
close.  Rent  9  guineas  per  weelc  (two  gardeners 
included).— Apply  to  Messrs.  Dann  &  Ldcas, 
Land  Agents,  23,  Budge  Row,  B.C.,  and  Dartford, 
Kent. 


DAPPING  ON  CORRIB. 

FURNISHED  COTTAGE  TO  LET 

from  middle  of  May  to  end  of  June ;  also 
six  weeks,  September-October.  Three 
bedrooms,  two  sitting  rooms,  kitchen, 
out  offices,  vegetable  garden.  £10  per 
month.  —  Lyons,  Oughterard,  Galway, 
Ireland, 


RIGMADEN  FISHERY 

KIRKBY  LONSDALE. 


FOR  SAX^S 

YEARLING,  2-YEAR-OLD,  and  Older 

RAINBOW  TROUT, 

For  Prices  apply— J.  K.  RoBINSOS,  Rigmaden 
Estate  OfBce,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 


BRIMPTON  FISHERY 

Mm.  READINB. 

I  am  now  booking  orders  for  Brown 
and  Rainbow  Trout,  of  all  sizes.  My 
large  Pish  are  reared  in  a  screened 
Btream,  and  feed  on  my  floating  fish 
food,  thus  producing  wild  and  free-rising 
fish.    Write  for  List — 

P.  GASCOIGNE  FREEMAN. 


FOUR  FISHING  RODS 

(One  a  Sowerbutt's), 
With   Four  Winches,   Gaff,  and 
Landing  Net 

FOR  S^X-XS. 

Price  £3  3s.  Can  be  seen  by  appointment. 
SonTH  Wbstekn  Advertising  Agency,  357, 
Garrett  Lane,  S.  VV. 


FOR  SALE. 

A  superior  16  ft.,  steel  centre,  split-cane  built 

SALMON  ROD, 

with  2  tops,  lock  joints,  cork  handle,  new  con- 
dition, London  maker,  price  50/- :  also 

PIGSKIN  FLY  BOOK, 

with  large  number  of  best  new  trout  Hies,  price 
1 2/6.  Will  send  on  approval.— Address,  Pawn- 
broker, 121,  Mayfair,  llford,  Essex. 


FLIES  ON  APPROVAL 

SETS  OF  FLOATING  FLIES  FOR  SPRING. 

EACH  CONTAINING  HALF  DOZEN  EACH  OP 

Red  Quill,  Medium  Olive,  Ginger  Quill,  Hares 
Ear,  Wickhams,  Dark  Olive,  Red  Spinner,  Blue 
Quill,  Pale  Watery,  Brown  Badger,  Black  Gnat, 
GreenVells. 

6  DOZEN.        PRICE  12/B. 

CASH   with   order,  but  RETURNED  if 

dissatisfied,  or  if  they  are  not  the  same 
quality  as  those  10,000  Flies  we  tied  and 
which  were  inserted  in  the 

EDITION    DE    LUXE  OF 

Dry  Fly  Entomology  by  F.  M,  Halford,  Esq. 

ALSO  SETS  OF  HEW  NATURE  SERIES. 


G.    HOLLAND   &  SONS, 

3,  Canbury  Gardens,  Kingston-on-Thames, 

NOTE  NEW  ADDRESS. 


Ang'lers  wishlngr  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION. 

For  Fishingr  in  the  Avon  or  Stour. 

SHOCLD  ADYERTISB  IN 

The  Observer  &  Chronicle  for  Hants  &  Dorset. 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"  Wanted"  advts.,  25  words  for  Is.  prepaid. 
Address:  "Observer" Office.Bournemouth. 


THE  HALF-YEARLY  VOLUMES 

OF  THB 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

Can  be  obtained  from  the  Publishers. 
Price  8s.  6ci. 
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show  of  members'  tackle  in  July.  Sets  of  tackle 
used  for  the  taking  of  special  fish  should,  he  said, 
be  a  feature,  and  members  should  take  care  to  bring 
their  friends,  especially  those  who  loved  angling. 
And  again  he  said  to  members  :  Send  me  specimens 
for  your  museum ;  there  is  yet  room  for  more. 

Business  over,  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  assumed  the 
chair,  and  proceeded  at  once  to  distribute  the 
bronze  medals  awarded  by  the  National  Council  of 
Sea  Anglers  to  members  of  this  society  for  the 
capture  of  specimen  fish  during  the  last  half  of  1 907. 

Remarking  that  this  duty  should  have  fallen 
upon  Dr.  Travers,  still  the  chairman  of  the  Council, 
he  regretted  his  unavoidable  absence  to-night.  As 
chairman-elect  it  consequently  became  his  duty  to 
take  his  place. 

This  Council  medal  was  a  handsome  one  from  a 
design  of  one  of  their  members,  and  was  awarded  to 
members  of  Societies  affiliated  to  the  Coimcil  for  the 
capture  of  special  specified  fish— from  July  1  to 
December  31  in  each  year.  Those  he  was  about  to 
present  were,  of  course,  only  those  won  by  members 
of  the  B.S.A.S.,  but  they  numbered  twenty  out  of 
forty,  and  twenty  out  of  twenty -six  specially 
awarded — not  bad. 

Mr.  Minchin  then  in  hearty  commendatory 
manner  handed  each  member  his  medal.  Ovations 
of  a  hearty  and  true  nature  were  frequent  as  well- 
known  figure  after  figure  turned  up  at  the  table. 

The  remainder  of  the  evening  was  spent  in  hearing 
and  discussing  a  paper  by  Mr.  Edgar  Hyde  on 
"  Speciahzmg,"  a_  subject  which  has  assumed  im- 
portance in  the  minds  of  sea-angling  votaries. 

Next  Wednesday  Mr.  J.  H.  A.  Reay  will  deal  with 
the  subject,  "  What  is  a  Sportsman  ?  "  A  member 
was  heard  to  remark  "Well,  they've  only  got  to 
look  at  him  to  get  the  answer."  H.  p. 


CLARENCE  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

The  first  annual  dinner  took  place  at  head' 
quarters,  the  Clarence  Hotel,  South  Kensington,  on 
Tuesday  evening.  May  5.  The  chair  was  ably 
occupied  by  the  president,  Mr.  D.  Curtis. 

After  a  really  excellent  repast,  to  which  close  on 
fifty  sat  down,  admirably  catered  for  by  Messrs 
Stewart,  Callard,  and  Watts,  and  served  by  Mr. 
Wallace  and  his  lady  assistants,  we  thought  we 
were  in  "  Ken's  Kabin." 

After  the  toast  of  "The  King  and  Queen  and 
other  Members  of  the  Royal  Family,"  the  Chair- 
man proposed  the  toast  of  "  The  Clarence  Angling 
Society  "  in  a  short  but  pithy  speech.  The  secretary 
Mr.  W.  J.  Carter,  responded,  and  showed  that  the 
newly-formed  club  was  financially  and  numerically 
in  a  sound  condition.  Mr.  J.  V.  Eyre,  secretary  of 
the  T.A.P.S.,  who  honoured  us  with  a  visit,  was 
handed  a  cheque  for  £1  Ss.  5d.,  the  result  of  a  seven 
months' ,  collection  in  the  T.A.P.S.  box.  He  said 
that  if  every  club  in  London  would  do  likewise  the 
Thames  would  yield  considerably  more  sport. 

The  toast  of  "The  President"  was  given  by  Mr. 
H.  H.  Stephen,  who,  he  said,  had  the  welfare  of 
the  society  at  heart,  and  as  a  sportsman  would  use 
every  endeavour  to  promote  its  interests.  The  toast 
was  drunk  with  musical  honours.  The  next  toast 
was  "The  Visitors,"  proposed  by  Mr.  H.  N.  Wyatt 
and  responded  to  by  Mr.  Reuben  Jacobs  in  one  of  his 
usual  witty  speeches,  who  hoped  at  the  next  annual 
dinner  to  see  at  least  one  hundred  members  and  visi^ 
tors  round  the  festive  board.  Then  came  the  distri- 
bution of  prizes  won  during  the  season,  the  chairman 
having  a  nice  word  to  say  to  each  recipient.  The 
"  Host  and  Hostess  "  (Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stephens),  and 
all  who  had  assisted  in  making  the  evening  so  enjoy- 
able, received  a  fitting  ovation.  After  a  speech  by 
Mr.  Alfred  Abrahams,  Mr.  Gaskell  Isaacs  proposed 
"  The  Press,"  for  which  "  Dragnet "  (who  has  been 
a  member  of  the  Clarence  for  twelve  months) 
responded. 

The  members  are  not  unmindful  of  those  who  do 
the  work  of  the  society,  and  in  acknowledgment  of 
the  excellent  services  rendered  by  the  secretary 
(Mr.W.  J.  Carter),  he  was  presented  with  a  very  nice 
umbrella  and  cigar  case. 

Some  handsome  prizes  were  promised  for  the 
commg  season,  among  them  being  a  five-guinea  cup 
offered  by  the  president,  Mr.  D.  Curtis,  and  the 
vice-president,  Mr.  H.  N.  Wyatt. 

During  the  evening  an  excellent  programme  of 
music  was  rendered  by  Messrs.  Ernest  Wildon,  H 
Huntley,  E.  Heath,  H.  B.  Hardy,  J.  Plunket,  and 
last  but  not  least  the  "Occasional  Quartette."  Mem- 
bers from  many  clubs  were  present : — ^Messrs.  Jacobs, 
Fischer,  A.  Abrahams,.and  C.  Franco  (Anglo-French 
Piscatorials),  G.  Jenkins  (Duke  of  Norfolk  AS) 
W.  and  T.  Dunn  and  F.  Atkins  (Putney),  and 
many  others. 

"  Auld  Lang  Syne  "  brought  the  very  enjoyable 
evenmg  to  a  close.         G.  Isaacs,  Assistant  Sec. 


LYCHNOBITE  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

The  fourteenth  annual  dinner  was  held  at  the 
Horse  Shoe,  Tottenham  Court-road,  on  Saturday 
evenmg.  May  2.  Councillor  G.  T.  Wilkes  occupied 
the  chair,  with  the  president  of  the  society,  Mr. 

A.  C.  Cannell,  in  the  vice-chair. 

Amongst  those  present  were : — Messrs.  J.  W. 
Zaehnsdorf,  A.  White,  A.  A.  Brand,  C.  Fischer, 

B.  Redhouse,  A.  Garnett,  T.  Taylor,  J.  A.  Berther 
G.  Atkm,  G.  H.  Howard,  F.  Howard,  "Bill" 
Bayley,  and  Mrs.  J.  F.  White,  Mrs.  Wilkes,  Mrs. 
Povey,  and  other  ladies. 

The  tables  were  tastefully  decorated,  and  the 
dinner  served  by  Host  Fairey  in  the  most  satisfac- 
tory manner. 

After  the  usual  loyal  toasts,  the  Chairman,  in 
proposing  the  toast  of  "The  Lychnobite  Angling 
Society,"  mentioned  that  it  was  established  in  189.3 
for  the  purpose  of  promoting  angling  among  gentle- 
men connected  with  the  Press  and  their  friends. 
He  said  that  the  social  outings  were  very  pleasant 
affairs,  and  although  he  had  not  been  able  to  join 
the_  members  as  frequently  as  he  should  have 
desired,  owing  to  his  municipal  duties,  he  would 
make  every  effort  to  do  so  in  the  ensuing  year. 
They  had  to  deplore  the  closing  of  their  birthplace, 
the  Ben  Jonson,  but  were  now  comfortably  estab- 
lished at  the  Falcon  Tavern,  Gough-square,  so  long 
the  home  of  the  Society  of  Caxtonian  Anglers  (Host 


(whose  health  was  drimk  with  musical  honours) 
and  "The  Press."  Mr.  A.  Berther  gave  "The 
Host  and  Hostess,"  "The  Stewards,"  and  "The 
Committee."  Telegrams  and  letters  of  regret  at 
inability  to  be  present  were  read  from  several 
members  and  friends.  Mr.  Crumplen  ("  Old  lyaak  ") 
was  in  Sheffield  at  the  National  Federation  annual 
meeting,  but  wished  the  society  every  success. 

"  Auld  Lang  Syne  "  brought  the  very  pleasant 
evening  to  a  close. 

The  next  outing  will  be  to  Southend  on  Saturday, 
May  30.  Three  prizes;  one  for  hon.  members. 
Visitors  will  be  heartily  welcomed.       Hon.  Sec. 


PRESERVATION  OF  THE  AVON. 


CouNCiLLOB  G.  T.  Wilkes, 
Chairman  of  th/ Fourteenth  Annual  Dinner. 

Pete  Brooks),  and  where  they  hoped  to  have  many 
pleasant  meetings.  He  congratulated  the  society 
on  its  continued  prosperity,  and  attributed  it  to  the 
energy  of  its  officers. 

Mr.  A.  C.  Cannell  (president),  in  responding", 
thanked  those  gentlemen  who  had  presented  the 
handsome  prizes  won  by  the  members,  consisting 
of  a  marble  clock,  cruets,  cake  dishes,  umbrellas, 
walking-sticks,  andl  fishing-tackle.  He  reminded 
visitors  that  the  society  never  fish  for  money  prizes. 
The  donors  included  the  names  of  Messrs.  Pride*, 
Harvey,  Wallis,  Reuben  Jacobs,  M.  Franco,  and 
Alfred  Abrahams,  the  last  three  being  members  of 
the  Anglo-French  Piscatorials. 

"The  Visitors"  was  given  by  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard, 
and  wittily  responded  to  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Berther  (of 
Patterson's  Hotel  and  Restaurant,  Charterhouse- 
square),  who,  with  other  gentlemen,  had  from  that 
night  become  members. 

A  capital  programme  was  contributed  to  by  Miss 
Rose  Hayes,  Mrs.  Povey,  Messrs.  Will  Desmond  (a 
singer  of  descriptive  songs  always  well  received) 
Frank  Powell,  Butt  Norton,  H.  White,  A.  W. 
Harris,  A.  Cannell,  etc.  Mr.  H.  Walters  was  an 
able  accompanist. 

The  remaining  toasts  were  "  The  Chairman " 

Thb  Tbout  Fly  Dkessbr's  Cabinet  op  Devices,  oe  Eow  to 
Tie  Trodt  awd  Grayling  Flibs.— Can  be  had  post  free  for  2/3 
in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  lane,  London.  Second  Edition.  By  H.  G. 
McClelland.  FuUy  lUustrated.  "The  best  book  ever  written 
on  the  subject."— Fishing  Gazette. 


In  accordance  with  a  resolution  passed  at  a  pre- 
vious meeting  the  delegates  of  the  Bristol  and 
District  Angling  Association,  together  with  repre- 
sentatives from  the  Bath  and  Keynsham  Clubs, 
representing  altogether  over  1000  anglers,  met  at 
Cro  wn  and  Dove  Hotel  on  W^ednesday,  April  29  in 
order  to  take  further  steps  to  form  the  Avon 
Angling  Preservation  and  Restocking  Society.  Mr. 
George  Wathen  presided. 

The  president    explained    the    object    of  the 
meeting,  and  said,  as  he  remarked  at  the  last 
meeting,  they  were  about  to  launch  a  new  ship 
from  the  old  port,  and  that  ship  was  the  Avon 
Angling    Preservation    and    Restocking  Society 
As  the  life  of  a  ship  depended  largely  upon  the 
stability   of   its   hull,  so  in  a  similar  manner 
would  the  success  of  the  new  society  depend 
in  a  great  measure,   upon    the    foimdation  on 
which  they  were  able  to  construct  it.    In  the  first 
place,  then,  they  must  look  aroimd  for  the  best 
material,  and  happily,  in  that  respect,  they  should 
experience  no  difficulty,  for  in  then-  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood they  had  representatives  of  all  kinds  of 
British  sport,  angling  in  particular.    Therefore  the 
scheme  he  had  to  suggest  to  them  included  the  effort 
to  secure  the  patronage  and  support  of  the  most  in- 
fluential of  the  nobility  and  other  gentry  in  the  local 
counties.    Having  made  a  move  in  the  direction 
of  securing  a  good  foundation,  the  next  essen- 
tial effort  must  be  to  man  the  ship  with  skilful 
and  energetic  officers  and  crew.      Where  were 
they  to  find  them  ?    Again  in  Bristol  they  were 
fortunate  in  having  inSuential  and  true  sports- 
men, and  they  had  no  need  to  go  outside  the 
pale  of  their  own  angling  circle  to   find  men 
who  were  skilful,  tactful,  and  capable.    For  the 
primary    position— that    was,    the    chairman  of 
committee— he  had  a  name  to  submit  to  them 
which    he    was    sure    would    meet    with  their 
unanimous  approval,  inasmuch  as  the  gentleman 
he  had  in  view  was  tactful,  generous,  genial  and 
business-like  to  a  degree,  and,  moreover,  a  gentle- 
man of  the  greatest  influence.    He  referred  to  Mr 
A.  E.  Evans,  R.N.,  a  gentleman  who  had  done 
nauch  for  anglmg  in  Bristol.    The  scheme  also  pro- 
vided for  a  vice-chairman,  and  then  came  another 
important  matter,  and  that  was  the  election  of  a 
committee,  or  rather,  that  night,  part  of  a  committee 
with  power  to  add  to  their  number.    ...  ' 

There  were  about  1,000  anglers  affiliated  to  the 
Bristol  and  District  Association,  and  if  each  one 
contributed  a  sliilling  per  annum,  or  the  insig- 
nificant sum  of  one  penny  per  month,  £50  a  year 
would  be  assured.  The  outlined  scheme  havinc 
been  generally  approved,  Mr.  A.  E.  Evans,  R  N 
was  elected  chairman  of  the  committee,  and  V^' 
George  Wathen  was  imanimously  elected  vice- 
chairman.  Mr.  Varcoe  proposed,  Mr.  Smith 
seconded,  and  Mr.  F.  G.  Stanley  Jones  ("The 
Gentle  "  )  was  elected  hon.  secretary. 

The  result  of  the  ballot  for  six  representatives  of 
the  Bristol  and  District  Anglers'  Association  on  the 
committee  of  the  new  society  was  the  election  of 
Messrs.  T.  Varcoe  (Golden  Carp),  W.  T  Roberts 
(King  William  IV.),  T.  Thorley  (Avon  and  Tribut- 
aries), R.  Wilcox  (Pensford).  E.  Denman  (Somer- 
ford),  and  A.  Wakefield  (Golden  Carp). 

Committee  meetings  of  the  Bath  and  Keynsham 
Associations,  which  are  not  affiliated  to  the  Bristol 
and  District  Association,  are  to  be  held,  when  thev 
will  appoint  representatives. 

Mr.  Bradshaw,  on  behalf  of  the  committee  of  the 
Golden  Carp  Association,  offered  to  the  new  societv 
a  preliminary  contribution  of  £10  lOs. 

It  was  pointed  out  that  as  the  appointment  of  a 
keeper  would  be  necessary,  at  least  £100  would  be 
required  to  start  the  society,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  all  local  anglers  and  others  interested  in  the 
movement  will  send  contributions  to  the  hon  sec 
at  the  Evening  News  Office,  or  to  the  treasurer  lUr' 
Frost,  Victoria-street.— "Gentle,"  in  the  Bristol 
Evening  News. 
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ANGLERS  INTERESTED  IN 

CASTING 'S  REEL 

SHOULD  SEND  US  A  POSTCARD 

FOR 

A  FREE  ILLUSTRATED  BOOKLET 


DESCRIBING 


THE  BEST  REEL,  the  GROSSLE, 
THE  BEST  RODS,  THE  SUGK&GORST 
THE  BEST  LINE,  THE  SPIDER  WEB. 

AND 

THE  BEST  MEANS  OF  USING  THEM. 

ILLUSTRATED  BY  NUMEROUS  DIAGRAMS, 
DRAWINGS,  and  PHOTOGRAPHS  from  LIFE. 


Hy.  MILWARD  &  SONS,  Ltd.,  REDDITCH. 


BEAUTIFULLY  COOL  AND  SWEET  SMOKING." 


OF  THE 
FINEST 
QUALITY 


OF  THE 
FINEST 
QUALITY 


TOBACCO 


AND 


CIGARETTES 


Sold  only  in  the  original  packets  and  tins,  and  may  be 
obtained  from  all  Stores  and  Tobacco  Sellers  of  repute. 


BEWARE 


of  People  assuming  and  trading  in  the  name 
of  Ogden.  AV^OID  disappointment  by 
dealing  at  tlie  old-establislied  sliop. 


JAMES  OGDEN 


Durham  RANSErt 


PRACTICAL  ANGLER,  AND  MANUFACTURER  OF 
EVERY  DESCRIPTION  OF  FISHING  TACKLE. 


Jang  Sean 


Maker  of  High-class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  Rods, 

The  Best  and  most  Artistic  Fly  Dressers  known  are  in  the  employ  of  JAMES  OQDEN. 

Jas,  Ogden's  "Multum  in  Parvo"  Fly  Rod,  21|- 

A  BETTER  FLY  ROD  IS  BEYOND  THE  ART  OF  ROD  MAKING.   SENT  ON  APPROVAL  FOR  INSPECTION. 

IMPORTANT  CAUTION. 

The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  Fishing  Tackle  Business 

Telephone  27Y5.  in    Cheltenham.  Telegrams:  "James  Ogden." 
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ilofes  from  (^e  ^Torf^. 

Mr.  Lamont,  Superintendent  Fisherman  to 
H.R.H.  the  Duchess  of  Fife,  landed  his  fii-st  salmon 
of  81b.  on  the  Dee  on  May  1. 


The  Hon.  Chas.  Pennant  has  creeled  twenty-one 
fish  in  eight  days  on  his  brother's  water  at  Cairnton. 

Mr.  Andrew  R.  Williamson,  M.A.,  who  met  with 
such  a  tragic  end  on  Friday  afternoon  last  week  at 
Magdalene  Bridge,  near  Oxford,  while  punting  there 
with  some  University  friends,  was  one  of  the 
brightest  alumni  the  Aberdeen  University  has  sent 
south  for  years. 


Mr.  J ames  Mair,  Fishery  Officer,  has  been  trans- 
ferred from  Fraserbvirgh  to  Ullapool — one  of  the 
best  sea-angling  spots  on  the  West  Coast. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wm.  Keith  have  just  opened  the 
Grand  Hotel,  Fraserburgh,  the  Brighton  of  the 
North.  The  bay  is  one  of  the  loveliest,  the  golf 
links  the  largest,  and,  save  in  the  herring  season, 
the  lodging  the  cheapest. 


There  is  any  amount  of  the  very  pink  of  sea- 
angling  both  at  Fraserburgh  and  the  coast  towns 
along  the  Moray  Firth,  and  all  these  places  are 
practically  imexploited  by  the  British  Sea  Anglers 
or  any  other  body,  although  I  put  them  on  their 
list  last  year. 


Anglers  coming  North  by  the  Midland  and 
North  British  were  all  acquainted,  and  indebted 
often,  to  the  late  Mr.  Rentoul,  Station-master, 
Edinburgh,  who  was  for  sixteen  years  agent  at 
Aberdeen.  A  more  courteous  and  obliging  official 
never  lived. 


A  few  grilse  have  been  got,  but  the  season  is  yet 
early,  although  a  flood  just  nowwould  be  sure  to 
bring  them  up. 


The  Greenwell's  Glory,  March  Brown,  and  Red 
Quill  are  accounting  for  most  of  the  big  brown  trout 
being  killed  just  now  on  the  Don  at  Alford  and 
Killdrummie,  the  Ythan  at  Ellon,  and  the  Deveron 
at  Huntly,  where  baskets  of  101b.  to  151b.  are  the 
common  daily  output.f  ^'^  '  Special  Scotch. 


PFovifteial  flngling  Jlotes. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  heavy  rains  have  caused  the  rivers  to  over- 
flow their  banks,  and  fishing  is  almost  at  a  stand- 
still.   The  Provincial  and  the  Birmingham  angling 
associations  have  combined  together  for  the  purpose 
of  advocating  the  claims  of  the  coarse  fishermen 
against  the  action  likely  to  be  taken  by  the  Severn 
Board  of  Conservators  with  regard  to  the  proposed 
new  Salmon  and  Freshwater  Fisheries  Act.  A 
strong   committee  has   been  appointed   to  give 
■  evidence  at  the  inquiry  to  be  held  by  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  at  Worcester,  Hereford, 
and  Newport,  in  the  near  future.    Although  the 
Great  Western  Railway  and  the  canal  officials 
have  been  at  work,  they  have,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
failed  to  discover  the  poachers  who  netted  the  whole 
of  the  canal  in  the  Lowsome  Ford  district.    If  the 
officials  examined  some  of  the  boats  more  closely, 
they  would  soon  be  a  le  to  detect  the  netters,  and 
bring  about  a  prosecution,  which  would  put  a  stop 
to  what  has  been  going  on  on  this  canal  for  a  long 
time.    Our  Birmingham  Fly-Fishers'   Club  have 
just  placed  200  two-year-old  trout  in  their  waters — 
the  Staffordshire  Blythe.    Good  sport,  with  better 
weather,  should  be  had  on  the  Hampstil  Redware 
portion  of  this  little  river.    The  Gun  Angling 
Society  are  holding  two  special  concerts  this  week 
in  aid  of  their  prize  fund.    The  committee  of  our 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  have  commenced  to 
make   arrangements  for   their   annual  exciu-sion 
and   contest.    The   following   places   have  been 
proposed — namely,    the    old   Warwick    Canal  at 
Long  Itchington  and  the  Grand  Junction  Canal  ; 
further  on,  the  canal  at  Penkridge,  the  canal  at 
Four  Ashes,  and  the  canal  at  Wilmcote,  towards 
Stratford-on-Avon.    A    number    of    prizes  have 
been  promised  for  the  contest. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  River  Hull  at  the  present  [time  is  in  grand 
condition  for  sport,  the  waters  being  in  good  order, 
and  trout  are  now  rising  occasionally  to  the  fly. 
The  Driffield  Canal  is  in  good  trim,  so  likewise  is 


the  Frodingham  Beck  and  West  Beck.  The  lower 
portions  of  the  Hull  are  also  in  nice  order  for  worm 
fishermen,  and  I  hear  of  flounders  furnishing  good 
sport  at  Grovehill  and  Hull  Bridge.  A  nice  trout 
18  also  reported  from  Beverley  Beckend,  and  as  the 
salmon  trout  are  now  making  up  the  rivers  from  the 
Humber,  Wawne,  Dunswell  and  Gibraltar,  on  this 
river  should  be  good  stations  for  local  anglers  with 
a  plentiful  supply  of  nice  red  worms  and  chopped 
shrimps  as  ground  bait  for  flounders  and  eels. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

There  has  been  an  all-round  improvement  in 
trout-angling  throughout  this  district  since  my  last 
notes  appeared  a  fortnight  ago.  Heavy  rain  has 
fallen,  and  frequent  floods  have  naturally  followed. 
On  the  streams  baskets  up  to  101b.  of  trout  have 
been  taken  with  worm,  and  the  subsequent  fly- 
fishmg  has  done  equally  well.  To-day  (May  ,5) 
heavy  rain  has  again  fallen,  and  all  streams  about 
here  are  sure  to  be  in  flood  within  the  next  twelve 

hours,  and  fly— when  the  waters  fine  down  a  bit  

should  be  very  good  indeed. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

This  county  has  been  fully  represented  at  both 
the  big  meetings  held  recently,  but  at  neither  did 
the  delegates  do  justice  to  our  county.  The 
Northern  Anglers'  Association  at  Leyland  had  a  long 
agenda,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  National 
Federation  meeting  at  Sheffield.  It  is  a  mistake 
to  advocate  new  laws  for  the  , benefit  of  coarse 
fishers  and  at  the  same  time  pass  resolutions 
against  obeying  existing  laws.  The  new  secretary 
of  the  latter  may  be  trusted  to  work  on  sportsman- 
like lines  in  the  future. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Salford  Socials  are  noted  for  an  important 
meeting  to  decide  pressing  business.  Much  in- 
terest IS  centred  in  the  meeting  of  delegates 
for  to-day  in  this  city.  The  County  Palatine 
Angling  Association,  whose  headquarters  are  in 
Manchester,  will  hold  their  first  meeting  in  their 
new  rendezvous  next  week.  Coarse  fishers  are, 
of  course,  very  quiet,  but  consoling  themselves 
with  the  fact  that  although  they  are  barred  from 
fishing,  game  fishers  are  doing  very  little.  About 
five  weeks,  and  they  are  free  again. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Angling  is  a  dead  letter  just  at  present,  for  the 
Trent  is  running  in  flood  volume.  The  water  has 
risen  rapidly.  And  has  extended  to  the  meadows 
adjoining  the  river.  Hundreds  of  acres  are,  in  fact, 
covered,  doing  no  end  of  damage.  Even  at  the 
period  of  wi-iting  rain,  though  less  heavy,  was  again 
falling,  and  it  is  impossible  to  say  when  we  shall 
enjoy  a  spell  of  settled  weather.  Owing  to  an  acci- 
dent at  Mr.  J.  Marriott's  mill  on  the  Greet,  near  the 
Trent,  the  trout  in  the  vicinity  have  escaped  into 
the  main  channel.  The  section  above  the  mill  was 
well  stocked,  and^the  loss  of  the  fish  to  the  gentlemen 
holding  it  on  tenancy  is  certain  to  prove  of  a  very 
serious  character.  Above  Rolleston  Mill  a  few  brace 
have  again  been  creeled  by  the  aid  of  the  worm. 
Tons  of  rubbish  have  come  down  the  Trent,  and 
the  flood  should  pave  the  way  for  some  good  all- 
round  angling  soon  after  the  ordinary  season  is 
entered  upon.  I  hear  that  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Wellington  Society  is  to  be  lield  on  Tuesday  night 
next.  The  secretaries  of  the  various  local  clubs 
have  been  advised  as  to  the  new  travelling  cards 
to  be  issued  by  the  Midland  Railway  Company. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

As  there  is  a  continuation  of  heavy  rain  with  little 
intermission,  anglers  will  have  to  wait^some  little 
time  for  sport  among  the  trout.  In  the  early  part 
of  last  week  Mr.  Jones,  jun.,  of  the  Lamb  and  Flag 
Inn,  caught  another  nice  salmon,  101b.,  below Diglis 
Weir.  At  a  meeting'of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board  the 
Provisional  Order  applied  forjby  the  Worcester  County 
Council  under  the  Freshwater  Fisheries  Act,  1907, 
was  discussed.  The  meeting  was  largely  attended 
by  the  representatives  of  the  upper  portion  of  the 
Severn,  who  have  no  sympathy  with  the  coarse  fish 
angler,  and  openly  stated  they  wanted  the  river  for 
salmon  and  trout  only.  They  vetoed  the  inclusion 
of  the  Avon,  as  in  Sub-section  (a).  They  voted  for 
the  reduction  of  appointed  members  to  one-half, 
and  against  nearly  every  section  that  was  material 
to  the  coarse  fish  angler's  interests.     Yet  these 


Whekb  to  Go  to  Fish.— Information  where  to  go  for  lisliing 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  on  the  Continent,  and  in  other  parts  of 
the  world  is  given  in  "  The  Angler's  Diary,"  over  300  pages. 
New  edition  now  ready.  Sent,  post  free,  for  Is.  8d.  in  stamps, 
by  the  Manager,  Fishing  Gazette,  SI,  Dunstan's  House,  fetter- 
lane,  London,  E.C. 


coarse  fish  anglers,  which  number  some  2(t,0(l0,  are 
wilhng  to  take  a  licence  on  condition  that  they 
have  fair  representation  on  the  Board  and  their 
interests  protected,  which  would  provide  sufficient 
funds  to  enable  the  Board  to   properly  protect 
the  fisheries  of  the  district  (which  they  havo 
never  yet  done),  and  enable  them  to  restock  certain 
portions  of  the  river  where  it  is  much  needed.  The 
Worcester  and  District  United  Angling  Association 
had  a  special  meeting  at  the  Bell  Hotel  on  Monday 
evening,  and  decided  to  send  to  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture and  Fisheries  objections  to  Sub-section  (a) 
of  Section  2,  and  Sub-sections  A  andG  of  Section  S 
and  ask  that  Sub-section  B  of  Section  2,  Section  4 
Sub-sections  B,  C,  H,  I,  J,  K,  and  L  of  Section  8 
not  deleted  from  the  order.    The  matter  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  solicitor  of  the  Worcester  and  District 
Association,  Mr.  Arthur  Beauchamp,  and  at  the 
inquiry,  whenever  it  takes  place,  we  shall  be  fully 
prepared  to  support  our  case  by  evidence. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  uncertain  character  of  the  weather  has  placed 
anglers  at  a  disadvantage.  Local  rodmen's  hopes 
were  encouraged  by  the  forty-eight  hours'  foretaste 
ot  summer  which  honoured  the  coming  of  May  but 
leaden  skies  and  chUly  nights  and  days,  only 
reheyed  with  downpours  of  ram,  succeeded. 
Ihe  rams  have  done  good;  what  was  lacking  was 
the  genial  warmth  necessary  to  full  natural 
tty  life  and  to  sustain  the  cheerful  mood  of 
the    waiting  Waltonian,  with    whom  fly  -  fishinsr 

has  been  followed  up  where  the  conditions  of  waters 
and  the  atmosphere  were  favourable,  the  catches 
taken  being  for  the  most  part  the  results  of  worm 
lures  in  lower  reaches.  In  several  instances  anglers 
who  found  the  water  nicely  coloured  for  upstream 
fishing  managed  to  creel  a  few  good  troutf  chiefly 
with  worm  bait.  In  some  quarters  large  quantities  of 
grayling  were  seen  busy  spawning.  Local  fishermen 

^flu  tr^^-^^  J"^'^®  '^"^''g^  *h«  executive  council 
of  the  National  Federation,  whose  annual  conference 
2^nnn  T  ^f'^.^^  Sheffield,  which  contributes 
20,000  members  to  the  roll  of  70,000.  York,  Leeds 
and  other  Yorkshire  centres  were  represented,  and 
It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  Yorkshire  delegates 
were  successful  m  having  a  resolution  carried 
urging  that  Conservators  should  seek  such  Parlia' 
mentary  powers  as  would  ensure  for  non-migratory 
fish  a  close  season  of  at  least  ninety  days'  duration 

S  win  t«rP?*'"°''       the  English  Championship 
Cup  will  take  place  on  Sept.  7  in  the  Tydd  Camb, 
Next  year  s  meeting  of  the  council  will  be  held  at 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  changeable  since  the 
advent  of  May,  but  generally  fax  ourable  for  anc.|in7 
t>port  in  the  salmon  department  has  been  fairly 
good  at  the  majority  of  the  principal  station.s 
Good  runs  of  salmon  have  been  reported  on  all  the 
prmcipal  i-ivers  during  the  past  week,  and  this  is 
especially  true  as  regards  the  Atlantic  coast  .  Sea- 
anglmg  is  again  giving  sport  at  pollack  along  the 
t1ie  Co.l'An  >■    l^r*'^^'"*-  °f  the  committfe  of 

Mr    R    T  ^Ft  p^k"^''""^*'",'?  recently, 
Mr.  K.  J.  iitzGibbon  presiding.     The  hon  sec 
(Mr.  Ireton)  stated  that  the  Cork  and  Bandon  Rail- 
way Company  had  agreed  to  include  Skibbereen 
m  the  hst  ot  stations  to  which  cheap  tickets  wouM 
be  issued  to  members  on  production  of  voucher 
and    Captain   Tou-nsend.    the   proprietor   of  the 
Shepperton  lakes,  had  kindly  consented  to  let  boats 
at  a  special  cheap  fare  on  production  of  member's 
card.    It  was  agreed  that  the  association  take  out 
a   season  ticket  for   the  fishing  of   these  lakes 
and  to  circularise  all  members,  inviting  them  to 
compete  at  the  fishing  tournament  to  be  held  on 
the  North  Bride  at  Rathcormac  on  May  17. 
North  of  Irel.vnd. 

but  the  tributaries  have  greatly  benefited.  Tho 
other  day,  the  Belfast  City  Commissioner,  Mi-  H 
O  Halloran  Hill,  presented  the  prizes  won  bv  tho 
members  of  the  R.I.C.  (Belfast)  A. A.  at  the  i^cent 
competition  on  the  Bush.  The  death  has  iust  taken 
place  of  Colonel  Brereton,  an  old  memC  oTuie 
associa  ion  and  one  of  its  founders.  Bro«-n  tro  t 
fishing  has  opened  on  the  Lakes  of  the  Rosses  Th„ 
past  spawning  season  was  a  most  successful  one  in 
the  tributaries  of  the  lakes.  The  Bush  was  swept 
by  the  recent  spate,  and  fresh  salmon  ran  up,  some 
getting  as  far  up  as  Stranocimi  Weir.  The  East 
Tj^one  watens  a  e  fishing  better.  Trout-fishing  on 
the  E  ne  tributaries  recen  ed  a  fillip  after  the  recent 
spates.  Comparatively  few  cross^CIiannel  anlTers 
ave  yet  patronised  the  Erne,  and  it  will  be  weU 
tl^ough  the  present  month  before  salmon-fisS 
will  be  in  full  swing.  The  nets  and  boxes  of  "hf 
fishery  company  are  taking  a  fair  head  of  running 
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Jottings  by  the  Way. 


/  praise  th''e.  Earth!    Beloved  sign 
From  the  Father-sotd  to  mine  ! 
By  thy  valleys,  warm  and  green. 
By  the  copses'  elms  between. 
By  their  birds  which  {like  a  sprite. 
Scattered  by  a  strong  deltght 
Into  fragments  musical) 
Stir  and  sing  in  every  bush. 

— E.  Browning. 


Fishing  on  Rockland  Broad. 

A  CASE  of  great  interest  to  anglers  was  heard  on 
Friday,  May  1 ,  at  the  Swainsthorpe  Petty  Sessions, 
before  Lord  Lindley,  Mr.  J.  H.  Gurney,  Mr.  R.  H. 
Denny,  Sir  Maurice  Boileau,  Mr.  H.  P.  Green,  and 
Colonel  Curry,  the  point  at  issue  being  the  right 
of  the  public  to  fish  on  Rockland  Broad.  The 
information  in  the  case  was  laid  by  Mr.  Chas.  J. 
Homor  on  behalf  of  Sir  Charles  Henry  Stuart 
Rich,  Bart.,  and  he  charged  Henry  Walter  Pottle, 
architect,  of  Brundall,  and  Hanbury  Williams, 
auctioneer,  of  Hoveton  St.  John,  with  unlawfully 
attempting  to  take  and  destroy  fish  in  Rockland 
Broad,  which  was  described  as  the  private  property 
of  Sir  Charles.  Mr.  F.  K.  North,  instructed  by 
Mr.  C.  Row,  appeared  in  support  of  the  information, 
and  Mr.  Edmund  Reeve  (Mills  and  Reeve)  appeared 
for  the  defendants.  After  a  long  and  interesting 
discussion,  the  magistrates  retired,  and  afterwards 
called  in  consultation  with  them  Mr.  North  and 
Mr.  Reeve.  Upon  coming  back  into  court.  Lord 
Lindley  said  they  could  not  stop  the  case  at  present 
because  they  did  not  know  whether  or  not  the 
defendants  really  believed  they  had  a  right  to  fish. 
The  case  would  therefore  be  adjourned  till  Friday, 
May  8,  when  there  would  be  a  special  sitting  to 
complete  it. 


.  Good  ;  But  must  be  Cheap. 

I  SHALL  not  say  from  whom  it  came,  but  I  am  in 
receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  "West  Countree  "  gentle- 
man, in  which  he  says:  "  is  apparently  the 

paradise  fishermen  have  longed  for.  .  .  .  Those  who 
have  arrived,  and  those  who  are  coming,  expect  free 
fishing,  plenty  of  fish,  and  chea/p  lodgings.  One 
gentleman  wants  a  long  stretch  of  water,  strictly 
preserved,  for  himself  and  a  friend,  and  is  prepared 
to  pay  £1  per  week  for  board  and  lodgings  and  free 
fishing.  .  .  .  Another  ardent  angler  is  willing  to  pay 
£10  a  year  for  two  miles  of  fishing,  but  it  must  be 
well  s  ocked  with  trout,  and  salmon  procurable 
'occasionally.'"  [Certainly;  why  not?  When  he 
has  discovered  this  paradise  he  might  give  me  an 
"occasional"  look  in.] 


Perch  Fishing. 

And  the  other  fishing  days  when  you  got  up 
before  dawn  and  stole  downstairs  to  the  dim  kitchen. 
A  drink  of  milk,  a  doughnut,  and  a  triangle  of  pie, 
"then  you  stole  out  quietly  to  the  barn  and  got  the 
spading-fork.  Then  the  search,  armed  with  fork 
and  tomato-can,  under  the  broad  leaves  of  the 
rhubarb  bed,  back  of  the  henhouse  and  down  by 
the  cow  barn,  until  you  had  enough  worms  for  the 
day's  sport.  Then,  of  course,  you  left  the  fork  stick- 
ing in  the  ground — you  never  would  learn  to  put 
things  away — and  started  off.  Through  the  garden 
and  orchard,  stopping  long  enough  for  a  handful  of 
currants  and  a  pocketful  of  sopsy vines,  over  the  pas- 
ture bars,  eating  a  handful  of  huckleberries  or  low- 
bush  blackberries  here  and  there.  Into  the  wood 
roewl — very  dark  and  still  in  the  dawn — where  you 
stepped  along  very  quietly  so  as  not  to  disturb  the 
bears.  You  knew  perfectly  well  there  were  no  bears, 
but  you  rather  enjoyed  the  creepy  sensation.  Then 
out  through  the  deep  wet  meadow  grass  to  the 
river,  where  the  sun  waa  now  beginning  to  burn 
away  the  wisps  of  mist,  and  the  red-winged  black- 
birds were  making  a  tremendous  fuss  over  their 
housekeeping.  You  reached  the  riverbank  at  the 
pout  hole,  or  the  big  rock,  or  the  old  willow  (of 
course,  you  know  the  exact  place),  and  then  you 
started  fishing. — From  the  "  Contributors'  Club  "of 
the  May  "  Atlantic.  " 


The  "  Lodge"  near  the  "  Lark." 

Many  anglers  who  have  fished  the  River  Lark 
will  remember  the  good  times  they  have  had  at  the 
Bull  Hotel,  Ba-ton  Mills,  when  Mr.  William  Howes 
was  in  possession.  On  p.  366  will  be  found  an  ad- 
vertisement calling  attention  to  the  fact  that  he  is 
now  at  The  Lodge,  Worlington,  Suffolk  (one  mile 
from  Mildenhall  Station).  He  may  be  relied  upon 
to  make  an  ^lers,  cyclists,  motorists,  and  lovers  of 
good  scenery  and  comfort  quite  "  at  home."  _ 


The  Flooded  Thames. 

Mr.  Stanley  Mead,  of  Henley,  writes  : — "  George 
Vaughan,  one  of  the  best  and  well-known  profes- 
sional fishermen  here,  has  had  the  misfortune  to 
lose  his  punt  and  all  gear,  which  broke  from  its 
moorings  during  the  flood.  It  happened  in  the  night, 
when  the  water  rose  very  quickly ;  the  boat  was 
carried  by  the  stream  down  to  Hambledon  Weir, 
and  became  a  total  wreck.  As  a  fisherman  without 
a  punt  is  of  little  use,  I  am  starting  a  subscription 
for  George  to  provide  him  with  another  punt  and 
gear.  If  these  lines  should  meet  the  eye  of  any  of 
his  old  clients,  he  would  be  glad  of  a  little  help.'which 
may  be  sent  to  Stanley  Mead,  High-street,  Henley- 
on-Thames." 


Wonderful  Rotorua. 

It  is  a  pleasant  change,  says  "  Special  Commis 
sioner "  in  the  Auckland  Weekly  News,  to  turn 
from  the  marvels  of  thermal  and  volcanic 
phenomena  to  the  excitement  of  trout-fishing  on 
Lake  Rotorua,  and  people  are  beginning  to  realise 
this.  It  is  true  that  large  numbers  of  visitors  from 
all  parts  of  the  world  come  to  the  New  Zealand 
thermal  region  just  for  the  sake  of  its  magnificent 
fishing  ;  and  it  is  also  true  that  people  who  come 
to  see  the  sights  are  so  fascinated  by  the  delights  of 
angling  that  they  spend  all  their  time  on  the  water. 
Every  day  a  fleet  of  all  sorts  of  craft  put  out  from 
the  lake  jetties  at  Rotorua  filled  with  fly-fishers 
and  troUers  ;  all  round  the  lake  there  are  camps 
where  city  people  revel  in  the  novelty  of  an  out- 
door and  partly  amphibious  existence.  The  white 
tents  of  these  camps  gleam  under  the  dark  green 
foliage  of  the  pohutukawa  trees,  or  between  the 
fronds  of  the  weeping  willows ;  chirming  holiday 
places  they  are,  too,  where  one  can  have  boating 
and  bathing  and  fishing  under  the  most  delightful 
conditions. 

*  *  *  * 

Old  World  anglers  who  are  used  to  paying 
hundreds  of  pounds  yearly  for  the  right  to  fish  a 
small  stretch  of  river  cannot  really  comprehend 
what  it  means  to  have  the  right  to  fish  over  such 
a  lake  as  Rotorua,  and,  besides  that,  hundreds  of 
other  lakes  and  thousands  of  streams,  a  whole 
season  through,  and  from  one  end  of  New  Zealand 
to  another,  for  a  £1  licence.  Old  World  anglers 
who  have  to  pit  their  skill  and  their  knowledge 
against  the  wariness  and  shyness  of  the  northern 
trout  cannot  fail  to  be  astonished  at  the  eagerness 
and  boldness  of  the  rainbow  variety.  I  firmly 
believe  that,  taken  all  round,  the  rainbow  trout  in 
New  Zealand  is  the  finest  sporting  fish  in  the  world. 
He  runs  as  big  and  as  strong  in  places  as  an  ordinary 
salmon,  and  big  or  little  he  fights  like  a  Trojan 
from  the  time  he  is  hooked  until  he  turns  his 
beautiful  crimson  side  to  the  surface. 

*  *  *  * 
Sometimes  the  fish  are  on  the  rise  all  day  long. 

Sometimes  they  suddenly  cease,  and  you  shift  your 
position  and  find  them  again,  a  score  or  so  yards 
away.  Some  change  in  the  current  of  cold  water 
has  altered  their  feeding  grounds.  Now  and  again 
there  are  off  days,  and  you  only  get  one  or  two 
fish.  Then,  if  you  are  keen  or  a  basket,  you  will 
go  to  some  other  part  of  the  lake,  according  to  the 
wind,  or  according  to  your  fancy.  There  are  plenty 
of  places  to  go  to.  'There  aro  Ohinemutu,  Fairy 
Springs,  Utuhina,  Ngongotaha,  Waititi,  Awahou, 
Hamurana,  and  dozens  of  other  spots. 

♦  *  *  * 

I  have  noticed  that  the  English  sporting  papers 
still  seem  to  think  that  New  Zealanders  wildly 
exaggerate  in  their  reports  of  trout-fishing  in  the 
thermal  region ;  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  no  one 
yet  seems  to  have  done  more  than''  record  a  few 
ordinary  takes.  English  visitors  have  been  known 
to  secure  documentary  evidence  as  to  the  weight  of 
their  day's  baskets,  just  because  they  knew  that  if 
they  retailed  their  experiences  among  their  fishing 
friends  at  home  their  relation  of  cold  facts  would 
be  looked  upon  as  fishermen's  yarns.  Some  of  the 
trout  taken  in  Rotorua  during  my  visit  weighed  up 
to  I21b.  and  141b.,  and  the  average  weight  of  the 
fish  taken  with  the  fly  will  certainly  go  over  .3lb. 
The  lowness  of  the  lake,  due  to  the  long  spell  of  dry 
hot  weather,  is  concentrating  the  fish  around  the 
mouths  of  the  cool  streams,  and  is  thus  giving  fly- 
fishers  a  splendid  innings. 

•  *  *  '  * 

"  Why  is  the  lake  level  falling  ?  "  Most  people 
reply,  "Dry,  hot  weather,"  but  the  answer  given  is 
"  IBecause  so  many  fish  are  being  taken  out." 


Cold  Storage. 

Hook  :  "  I  understand  he  married  a  cool  million." 
Cook :  "  Yes  ;  but  he's  complaining  now  because  he 
hasn't  been  ".ole  to  thaw  out  any  of  it." — Illustrated 
Bits. 


Trout  and  Tarpon. 

Curious  mixture  for  London,  but  there  they  were 
in  juxtaposition.  I  happened  to  call  on  Mr.  Cooper, 
the  taxidermist,  at  Radnor -street,  St.  Luke's,  re- 
cently. It  is  always  more  agreeable  to  have  a  chat 
with  him  than  with  a  tax-collector,  and  to  see  some 
of  the  specimen  perch,  roach,  dace,  bream,  and 
trout  which  are  being  "  cased  "  at  his  establishment. 
I  could  tell  where  some  of  them  came  from  without 
looking  at  the  inscriptions— a  Thames  roach  and 
an  Arun  roach  and  a  Cam  roach  are  very  different 
in  appearance.  But  when  I  saw  five  tarpon,  from 
five  different  customers  (one  of  them  close  on 
l^cwt.),  "laid  out  "  and  being  embalmed,  I  con- 
cluded that  it  would  be  cheaper  to  have  a  31b.  roewjh 
set  up  than  a  tarpon. 


The  Close  Season  in  Lakes  and  Rivers. 

M.  P.  HuET,  in  Le  Pi'cheur,  points  out  that  the 
date  of  spawning  depends  largely  on  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  water  in  which  the  fish  happen  to  be, 
and  that  there  is  a  wide  difference  between  the 
temperature  of  lakes  or  ponds  and  that  of  rivers. 
The  perch  spawns  at  a  temperature  of  57^,  roach 
and  bream  at  62*6",  carp  at  GS-S'^,  and  chub,  barbel, 
bleak,  gudgeon,  and  tench  at  between  66°  and  71  "O". 
Still  water  reaches  the  necessary  temperature  at  a 
much  earlier  date  than  running  water,  and  conse- 
quently while  a  close  season  extending  from  April  5 
to  June  5  would  protect  the  majority  of  coarse  fish 
in  ponds,  the  most  suitable  period  for  rivers  would 
be  from  May  20  to  July  20. 


Ravages  of  the  Duck. 

While  anglers  are  rightfully  debarred  from  exer- 
cising their  art  during  the  spawning  season,  the 
common  or  domestic  duck,  which  is  placed  under 
no  special  restriction  between  March  15  and 
June  15,  inflicts  very  serious  damage  on  both 
spawn  and  fry.  A  writer  in  the  Nouvelliate  de 
Brcia^ne  estimates' that  a  single  duck  is  capable  of 
absorbing  125  fry  of  trout,  being  at  the  rate  of 
50,000  per  annum.  He  suggests  as  a  remedy  that 
the  owners  of  ducks  should  be  compelled  to  keep 
them  away  from  the  waterside,  if  not  for  the  whole 
year,  at  anv  rate  during  the  close  season.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  although  ducks  love  water  they 
thrive  perfectly  without  it. 


Still  Time. 

A  long-haired  man  walking  along  the  street 
met  a  little  boy,  who  asked  him  the  time.  "  Ten 
minutes  to  nine."  said  the  man.  "  Well,"  said  the 
boy,  "at  nine  o'clock  get  your  hair  cut."  And  he 
took  to  his  heels  and  ran,  the  aggrieved  one  after 
him.  Turning  the  corner  the  man  ran  into  a  police- 
man, nearly  knocking  him  over.  "  What's  up  ?  " 
said  the  policeman.  The  man,  very  much  out  of 
breath,  said  :  "  You  see  that  young  urchin  running 
along  there  ?  He  asked  me  the  time,  and  I  told 
him,  '  Ten  minutes  to  nine,'  and  he  said,  '  At  nine 
o'clock  get  your  hair  cut.'"  "Well,"  said  the 
policeman,  "  what  are  you  running  for  ?  You've 
got  eight  minutes  yet." — Hapgoods  Oqjportunities. 


Useful  Herbs. 

"  A  HERB  border  should  be  a  prominent  feature 
in  every  garden  of  reasonable  size,"  says  a  writer 
in  the  Gardener.  "  Herbs  are  not  only  useful  but 
interesting  to  grow,  and  if  more  care  and  attention 
were  bestowed  upon  them  they  would  attract  the 
owner  even  much  more  than  is  generally  the  case  at 
the  present  time.  Nearly  all  herbs  possess  a  beauty 
all  their  own,  independent  of  their  medicinal  quali- 
ties. Take  sage,  for  instance  ;  young  plants  grown 
well  in  masses  in  borders  blossom  most  freely,  and 
look  really  beautiful,  rivalling  many  other  kinds  of 
plants  that  are  grown  specially  for  their  flowers. 
Thyme,  too,  blossoms  freely,  and  also  presents  a 
charming  appearance  on  a  border." 


The  "Ariel"  Quartette. 
The  Bohemian  Concert  given  by  the  above  well- 
known  glee  singers  took  place  on  May  6.  It 
would  require  two  columns  of  space  to  do  adequate 
justice  to  the  programme,  which  consisted  of 
nearly  seventy  "turns."  Mr.  Bert  Graham  de- 
lighted the  vast  audience  (for  the  "House  "  was 
full)  with  his  "Living  Marionettes."  Mr.  Walter 
Grace  and  Mr.  John  Probert  were  loudly  applauded 
in  "By  the  Waters"  and  "Songs  of .  Araby." 
Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  quartette  gave  great 
pleasure  and  the  utmost  satisfaction  to  all 
present.  :The  C.L.P.S.  "tables"  were  well 
patronised  'by  anglers  and  their  friends,  and  the 
next  annual  concert  will  be  held  in'  a  hall  that  will 
hold  at  least  a  thousand.  Dragnet. 
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NORWAY  WEATHER  REPORTS. 


The  telegrams  from  various  districts  in  Norway 
received  to-day  indicate  that  it  is  snowing  in  the 
Namsen  district;  it  is  cold  and  frosty  in  the 
Trondhjem  district ;  in  the  Bergen  district  it  was 
cold  nearly  all  last  week,  but  to-day  it  is  again 
milder  and  raining;  while  in  the  Mandal  district 
the  weather  is  mild  and  the  rivers  are  rising. 

Lumley  House,  May  4.  James  Dowell. 


k  YARE  AND  BURE  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

The  fiftieth  annual  dinner  of  the  Yare  and  Bure 
Preservation  Society  was  celebrated  on  April  30  at 
the  Bell  Hotel.  There  was  a  large  gathering,  and 
the  evening  passed  over  with  the  utmost  heartiness 
and  good  feeling.  The  president  (Mr.  C.  Daniels) 
was  in  the  chair,  supported  by  a  large  and  influential 
company. 

In  the  course  of  the  toast  list  Mr.  H.  Giles  pro- 
posed "The  Conservators  of  the  Norfolk  and 
Suffolk  Fishery  Board."  He  commented  on  the 
fact  that  people  could  come  into  this  district  for 
fishing  when  they  could  not  fish  anywhere  else.  To 
look  at  the  magnificent  fish  which  were  exhibited 
on  the  walls  of  this  clubroom  was  enough  to  impress 
anyone  with  anxiety  that  the  excellent  fishing 
resources  of  the  district  should  not  be  wasted  or 
spoiled,  and  every  good  fisherman  must  sympathise 
cordially  with  the  aims  of  the  Board. 

The  president,  in  reply,  said  he  had  had  the 
honour  of  belonging  to  the  Board  for  some  two 
years,  and  he  had  seen  enough  of  their  work  to 
know  that  they  were  an  embodiment  of  the  hidden 
power  behind  the  Preservation  Society.  Herejoiced 
to  know  that  there  was  legislation  contemplated  at 
the  present  time  which  would  come  immediately 
withm  the  Board's  jurisdiction,  and  would,  he 
believed,  work  in  a  rational  and  sensible  manner. 

Dr.  H.  C.  Pattin  proposed  "  The  Yare  and  Bure 
Preservation  Society."  He  said  he  gathered  that 
the  society  had  been  a  strenuous  advocate  of  what 
was  spoken  of  technically  as  a  close  time  ;  in  other 
words,  a  time  limit;  and  that  it  was  going  to 
endeavour  in  the  interests  of  fishing  and  the  science 
of  angling  to  protect  the  small  fish  by  insisting  on  a 
standard  size  to  be  attained  by  all  fish  taken  from 
the  water. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Rudd,  in  reply,  said  that,  speaking  so 
soon  after  the  annual  meeting,  it  was  not  necessary 
for  him  to  outline  the  society's  work  beyond  saying 
that  it  continued  to  preserve  both  rivers,  the  Yare 
and  Bure,  to  the  best  of  its  ability.    That  was  to 
say,  they  were  doing  the  best  they  could  with  the 
funds  at  their  disposal.    Unfortunately,  they  had 
not  sufficient  funds  in  hand  to  keep  two  watchers 
continually   on  the  rivers,  but  there  were  two 
during  the  winter  months,  when  poaching  was 
most    to    be    feared ;    and   during  the  summer 
one  man  spent  his  time  equally  between  the  two 
rivers.    The  eyes  of  numerous  people  interested  in 
angling  would  be  anxiously  turned  to  the  reports  of 
the  Rockland  Broad  case.    Rockland  Broad  was  a 
'vital  spot  Irom  the  standpoint  of  anglers  fre- 
quenting the  Yare.    All  the  fish  of  the  Yare  went 
either  to  Rockland  or  to  Surlingham  for  spawn- 
ing purposes,  and  if  either  of  these  two  Broads 
was  not  preserved  as  it  ought  to  be,  the  head  of  fish 
must  eventually  suffer.    There  had  lately  been  a 
deluge  of  anglers  from  the  North.    On  Good  Friday 
seven  or  eight  hundred  people  came  from  Bolton, 
and  two  or  three  hundred  anglers  distributed  them- 
selves along  the  Dilham  Canal.    It  was  a  shame 
that  these  men  should  come  from  a  place  which  was 
protected  by  the  Mundella  Act  and  fish  in  these 
Norfolk  waters,  where,  unfortunately,  there  was  no 
close  season.    The  attention  of  the  public  had  been 
called  to  the  matter,  and  the  society  would  perhaps 
press  on  more  closely  than  ever  the  claim  of  the 
Norfolk  waters  to  the  protection  of  a  close  season. 

Mr.  E.  J.  Caley  proposed  the  health  of  the  pre- 
sident. He  commented,  amid  applause,  on  the  fact 
that  out  of  the  fifty-one  years  that  the  society  had 
lasted,  the  president  had  been  a  member  for  no  less 
than  thirty -four  years.  The  President,  whose  health 
was  drunk  with  musical  honours,  said  he  had  heard 
various  remarks  about  the  badness  of  the  fishing  on 
the  local  rivers  during  the  last  year.  From  various 
causes  the  sport  had  been  bad — very  bad,  wor3(> 
he  believed,  than  he  ever  remembered  it  to  be! 
There  were  circumstances  to  account  lor  that. 
He  should  estimate  that  where  there  was  one  angler 
thirty  years  ago  there  were  fifty  now.  If  anglers 
had  increased,  so  had  steam  launches,  yachts,  and 
other  craft.  There  was  no  doubt  that  a  close  time 
was  desirable  for  the  waters  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk. 


Some  thirty  or  forty  years  ago,  before  so  large  a 
number  of  anglers  came  into  the  district,  and  before 
netting  was  so  prevalent,  the  rivers  seemed  literally 
to  be  full  of  fish,  which  could  be  had  in  abundance 
wherever  one  liked  to  moor  a  boat.  He  believed 
that  if  drag-netting  could  be  prevented,  and  if  a 
close  time  could  be  established,  the  Norfolk  waters 
would  soon  have  the  finest  head  of  fish  in  the 
British  Isles. — Eastern  Daily  Press. 


NATIONAL  FEDERATION  OF  ANGLERS. 

ANNUAL  MEETING. 

Important   Decision.^    on   the  Close  Season 
Question. 

The  London  A.  A.  Secretaby  Made  President. 


(Contributed  specially' for  the  "  Fishing  Gazette") 
There  was  a  strong  attendance  at  the  Three 
Cranes  Hotel,  Sheffield,  on  May  2,  the  following 
Associations  being  represented — namely,  Birming- 
ham, Boston,  Bradford,  County  Palatine,  Hull, 
Leeds,  Lincoln,  London,  London  Central,  No'rthern' 
Provincial,  Sheffield,  and  Sheffield  Amalgamation' 
In  the  obsence  of  Mr.  John  Gorrill  (president)  the 
chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  R.  Woodruff  (vice-president) 
London. 

The  statement  of  accounts  disclosed  a  balance  in 
favour  of  the  Federation  of  £87  58.,  an  increase  of 
£25  on  last  year.  The  secretary  reported  an  in- 
crease m  membership  of  5,700,  the  total  now 
reachmg  63,900.  Lincoln  and  Nottingham  are  now 
federated,  but  the  York  Association  has  seceded  in 
consequence  of  the  Federation  declining  to  support 
the  Bill  propounded  by  them. 

Letters  were  read  asking  for  admission  to  the 
Federation  from  Newark,  King's  Lynn,  Rugby,  and 
Avon  District. 

Arising  out  of  the  report  of  the  match  at  Kirk- 
stead  for  the  Daily  Mirror  Cup,  it  was  urged  by  the 
Sheffield  Amalgamated  Association  that  the  two 
members  of  their  team  disqualified  on  the  da y  of 
the  match  for  a  breach  of  rules  should  now  be 
permitted  to  take  their  medals,  as  they  had  erred  in 
Ignorance.  The  resolution  was  carried  by  a  small 
majority,  several  representatives  abstaining  from 
voting. 

The  next  championship  match  will  be  organised 
by  the  Sheffield  Amalgamated  Association  (last 
year's  winners),  and  will  be  fished  at  Tydd,  Cambs., 
on  September  7.  Several  new  regulations  affecting 
the  contest  were  discussed,  but  nothing  carried 
except  that  in  future  a  breach  of  rules  will  abso- 
lutely disqualify  a  competitor.  Several  present 
wished  it  to  apply  to  the  whole  team,  j 

A  proposition  was  advanced  by  the  Birmingham 
Association  that  affiliated  Associations  who  have 
successfully  prosecuted  persons  for  unlawfully  de- 
stroying fish  shall  have  their  law  costs  refunded  by 
the  Federation,  but  was  deferred  for  future  con- 
sideration in  order  that  the  delegates  could  tike 
the  views  of  their  respeC  ive  associations  on  so  drastic 
a  rule.  Mr.  Coles  (Birmingham)  proposed,  and 
Mr.  Crumpton  (London  Central)  seconded,  "  That  a 
General  Purposes  Committee  be  formed  to  deal  with 
all  matters  affecting  the  welfare  of  the  Federation, 
to  consist  of  seven  members  including  the  President, 
Vice-President  and  Secretary,  to  meet  as  circum- 
stances arise,  no  branch  to  have  more  than  one 
representative  thereon,  and  no  remuneration  or 
expenses  allowed  except  third-class  railway  fares." 
This  was  carried,  as  was  also  a  further  resolution 
that  in  any  district  where  more  than  one  of  the 
federated  branches  exist,  they  may  jointly  confer 
on  railway  and  other  matters  identical  ^with  the 
mutual  advantage  of  such  branches,  the' result  of 
such  conference  to  form  a  joint  note  to  the  com- 
mittee, who  shall  have  power  to  act  if  they  deem  it 
expedient. 

Mr.  Gorrill  (Sheffield)  having  decided  not  to  seek 
re-election,  his  resignation  was  received  with  regret, 
and  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff  (London)  was  with  acclama- 
tion appointed  president,  on  the  proposition  of  Mr. 
Walker  (Sheffield),  seconded  by  Mr.  Beasley  (Leeds), 
both  of  whom  spoke  very  highly  of  the  great  interest 
Mr.  Woodruff  had  taken  in  the  Federation  since  its 
inception. 

Mr.  Coles  (Birmingham)  and  Mr.  Tingle  (SheSeld) 
were  nommated  for  the  vice-presidency,  the  honour 
eventually  falling  to  Mr.  Tingle.  Mr.  Redford  re- 
signed the  secretaryship  on  the  score  of  pressure  of 
business,  which,  as  he  put  it,  prevented  his  filling 
the  office  with  credit  to  himself  or  justice  to  the 
Federation.  His  work  in  the  past  was  eulogised 
by  several  speakers,  and  his  resignation  accepted 
with  regret.  Mr.  Miller  (Birniingham)  was 
uiamrnously  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy.  Mr. 
Cuerden  was  re-elected  treasurer,  and  Mr.  Redford 


takes  over  the  duties  of  auditor."  The  committee 
appointed  under  the  new  rule  were  Messrs.  Coles 
(Birmingham),  Barker  (Hull),  Beasley  (Leeds),  and 
Barm  (Bradford). 

The  consideration  of  the  very  important  sugges- 
tions made  for  amending  the  fishery  laws,  and 
emanating  from  Lincoln,  Leeds,  London  and 
Sheffield,  was  deferred  till  after  dinner.  It  will  be 
remembered  in  thi<  connection  that  much  criticism 
has  been  roused  in  angling  circles  on  the  action  of 
the  Bolton  Association  in  organising  a  fishin" 
excursion  to  the  Norfolk  Broads  during  the 
current  close  season,  and  in  some  (|uarte-8  the 
Federation  itself  has  been  blamed  because  the 
organiser  of  the  excursion  was  a  prominent  official 
of  the  Federation,  but  the  discussion  made  it  amply 
clear  that  the  overwhelming  opinion  of  the  Federa- 
tion is  strongly  against  angling  in  the  close  season  ; 
further,  that  the  clo  e  time  should  be  imposed 
where  none  exists,  as  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk.  As 
Mr.  Walker,  of  Sheffield,  put  it,  it  is  extraordinary 
that  the  sport  of  the  wealthy  is  strongly  protected 
by  law  in  regard  to  fence  times,  while  coarse  fish 
may  be  angled  for  in  private  waters  or  netted 
and  ruthlessly  destroyed  as  \  ermin  at  any  period. 

Broadly  the  suggestions  were — from  Lincoln,  that 
the  close  time  should  be  amended  to  the  period 
between  April  14  and  July  1  ;  London,  Leeds  and 
Sheffield  want  to  stop  fishing  in  the  close  season. 

Mr.  Woodruff,  speaking  on  behalf  of  the  London 
Anglers'  Association,  urged  very  strongly  that  a  Bill 
consolidating  and    amending    the    fishery  laws 
should  be  ch-afted,  and  that  Norfolk  and  Suffolk 
should  be  included.    At  any  rate,  the  primary  move 
would  be  to  get  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  protected 
as  regards  the  close  season.    Mr.  Redford  expressed 
the  view  that  a  close  season  was  unn ;>ces3ary.  In 
the  course  of  his  argument  he  snid  that  about  a  dozen 
mature  fish  were  all  that  were  necess  iry  to  stock 
the  whole  of  the  Norfolk  Broads  ;  that  fishing  had 
deteriorated  through  the  inade  luacy  of  the  present 
aquatic  life  to  support  the  huge  head  of  fish,  or,  in 
other  words,  destroy  some  of  the  fish  in  order  to  im- 
prove the  sport.    The  fish  they  recently  caught 
were  cleaner  than  in  July.    The  wealthy  class  in 
England  would  be  against  the  extension  of  the 
regulations,  and  angling  never  stopped  a  fish  from 
spawning.    These  revolutionary  ideas  did  not  meet 
with  support.   Mr.  Walker  took  strong  exception  to 
tham.    There  was  no  reason  for  saying  that  the 
Norfolk  Broads  would  not  maintain  a  larger  head 
of  fish ;    on  the  contrary,  people  in  the  district 
complamed  of  the  diminution  of  fish.    .Air.  Gray 
(London)  concurred;  the  fishing  in  Norfolk  and 
Suffolk  was  nothing  now  compared  with  former 
years,  and  would  be  worth  nothing  at  all  in  ten 
years'  time  if  a  close  season  were  not  imposed. 
Practically  everyone  else  in  the  room  expressed" 
similar  views,  and  the  following  resolution  was 
carried  : — 

"  That  this  meeting  views  with  much  concern  the 
possibility  of  angling  in  the  waters  of  Norfolk  and 
Suffolk  being  practised  on  a  much  larger  scale  than 
heretofore.  The  Federation  would  urge  and  sup- 
port the  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  conservators  to  seek 
statutory  powers  to  fix  a  close  season  of  not  less 
than  ninety  days,  to  protect  the  non-migratory  fish 
during  their  sp  iwning  season." 

Mr.  Walker  spoke  on  the  desirability  of  making 
the  close  season  clauses  obligatory  in  private 
waters,  and  the  discussion  on  the  whole  question 
resulted  in  the  determination  to  prepare  a  petition 
for  signature  by  anglers  in  all  parts  asking  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  to  appoint  a 
Fresh- water  Fishery  Commission  with  a  view  to 
amending  existing  laws. 

It  is  e.ident  the  Federation  is  a  very  live  one, 
and  it  was  pleasant  to  observe  the  keeimess  with 
which  the  details  were  debated. 

It  is  needless  to  add  that  the  Sheffield  Association 
admirably  entertained  their  visitors  both  at  lunch 
and  dinner.  The  Hull  Association  having  invited 
the  Federation  to  meet  at  their  quarters  next  year, 
it  was  so  resolved.  The  meeting,  which  had  lasted 
about  eight  hours,  closed  with  the  customary  vote 
of  thanks.         ^   Scribe. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,   Patent  Agents, 
55  and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. : — 

7708.  Edward  John  Windsor  -  Richards  and 
Walter  Edwin  Windsor-Richards,  trading  as  J. 
Windsor  -  Richards  &  Co.,  12,  Henrietta-street^ 
Strand,  London.  Improvements  in  fish  hooks  and 
tackle. 

8401.  William  Spencer  Bowen,  70,  Chancery- 
lane,  London.    Improvements  in  and  relating  to 

trawl-nets.  ° 

8409.  Ernest  Jacob,  6,  Lord-street,  Liverpool. 
Improvements  in  fishermen's  baiting  devices. 
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THE  ONLY 

Epfectivb 

INSECT 
REPELLER 


which    Is    NOT  CREASY, 
1-POISONOUS,  PERFECTLY 
ILESS,    EASILY  APPLIED, 
'and  pleasant  and  refreshing  to  use. 


Prepared  by 

FRANK  A.  ROGERS,  327,  Oxford  St.,  W. 

MURPHY'S  HOTEL, 

OUGHTERARD,  CO.  GALWAY, 


Established  over  100  years.  Comniands  splendid 
view  of  Lough  Corrib  ;  only  a  few  minutes'  walk. 

Finest  Brown  Trout  Lake  in  Ireland. 
FREE  FISHING. 

Season  just  opening.  Splendid  sport  antici- 
pated. Boats  to  ordei'.  Jlild  climate,  delightful 
scenery,  grand  summer  resort.  Every  attention 
paid  to  visitors  ;  home  comforts.  Private  sitting- 
rooms  if  required.  Cuisine  excellent.  Sanitary 
arrangements  perfect.  Posting  iu  all  its 
branches.  Cars  meet  all  trains.  Railway  station, 
telegraph  ofBce  :  two  posts  daily,  only  a  few 
hundred  yards  distant.— Apply  Manager. 

TEMPERANCE 
HOTEL, 

NEWTOWN  STEWART,  IRELAND. 

Board  and  lodging  with  ©very  comfort. 
Hot  and  cold  bath.  Private  sitting- 
room.    Terms  very  moderate. 

(Miss)  J.  HOOD,  Proprietress. 


MUDIE'S. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS  Opened  at  any 
Date  for  Three,  Six,  and  Twelve 
Months. 


TOWN  SUBSCRIPTIONS  21s.  YEARLY. 
OOKS  OF  PAST  SEASONS  10s.6d.  YEARLY. 

TERMS  for  LARQER  SUBSCRIPTIONS, 
COUNTRY,  SUBURBS,  and  PARCEL 
POST  sent  on  application. 

30-34,  NEWOXFORO  ST.,  LONDON. 

Branc>.Offces\^^^'  BROMPTON  ROAD.  S.W. 

148,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  ST.,  E.C 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

This  Society  rents,  for  the  use  of  Its  members, 
about  8  miles  of  water  from  Rickmansworth  to 
near  Denham.  Uxbridge  (including  the  Hare- 
fleld  Valley  Fishery).  Re-stocked  with  about 
7000  coarse  fish.  Country  headquarters,  Fish- 
eries Hotel,  Harefleld.  Nearest  stations  Denham 
and  Rickmansworth.  Meetings  each  Wednes- 
day at  8.30  p.m.  and  particulars  of  Secretary 
at  Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'  Road,  Westbourne 
Park,  W. 


FISHING  &  SHOOTING 

IN  CONNEMARA. 

Excellent  White  and  Brown  Trout 
Fishing.  Over  20  lakes  and  river 
adjacent  to  hotel.  Good  Sea  Fishing 
and  Shooting ;  excellent  bathing  strands ; 
golf,  tennis,  boating;  60,000  acres 
Shooting.  For  particulars  apply  to 
Pkopbietob, 

MONGAN'S  HOTEL, 

CARNA,  CONNEMARA. 


FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

THE   WESTMEATH  LAKES. 

Gentlemen  and  Tourists  who  desire  to  visit  these 
famous  Trout  Fishing  Lakes  will  find  at 

BROCAN'S  HOTEL,  Castlepollard, 

every  comfort  and  convenience.  Boats  and  men 
supplied.  Four  magnificent  lakes  in  the  vicinity. 
Rates  very  moderate.  —  DANIEL  BROGAN, 
Proprietor,  Castlepollard,  Westmeath,  Ireland 


GOOD  TROUT  FISHING  NOW 

AJSD 

COARSE  FISHING  IN  SEASON 

can  be  obtained,  3/6  per  day,  by  staying 
at  F.  C.  TUCKS, 

ROSE  &  CROWN  HOTEL, 

East  Harnham,  Salisbury. 


DOVEDALE,  Ashbourne. 


IZAAK  WALTON  HOTEL. 

Family  Residential  Hotel  and  Anglers' 
Resort  (or  the  Rivers  Dove  and  Manifold. 

Lovely  situation,  within  five  minutes 
walk  of  the  Stepping  Stones,  Dovedale 
Spacious  Dining,  Drawing,  and  Private 
Rooms.  Trout  Fishing.  Golf.  Carriages. 
Table  d'Hote  (separate  tables).  Illustrated 
tarifi  from  the  Proprietor,  WM.  EVANS 


FISHING  ON  LOUGH  MELVIN 


THE  HOTEL, 

Garrison,  County  Fermanagh,  Ireland 

Under  New  Management, 

Beautifully  situated  on  the  shore  of  Lou; 
Jlelvin ;   eight    miles   long.     Celebrated  for 
Salmon,    Gillaroo,  and   Trout  Fishing.  Long 
patronized  by  the  nobility  and  gentry.  E.xcellen 
cuisine  ;  very  comfortable.     Boats  and  exper' 
enced  men  provided.     Cars    meet  trains  i 
lielleek  on  receipt,of  notice.— WM.  SAUNDERS^ 
Jroprietor. 


TO   DRY   FLY  FISHERS. 

mucTlin 

(ItKGlSTBRED). 

The  Finest  Preparation  for  making  lines 
and  flies  to  float.   Solid  tor  lines,  liquid 
for  flies.   Clean  and  easy  to  use. 
Will  not  injure  the  most  delicate  fibre  of 
'otton,  Flax,  Silk,  or  Wool  ;  neither  oil  nor 
artush  line  prootings.    Finest  preparation  for 
dressing  pure  silk  lines  for  live  baiting  or  trolling. 

Sent  out  In  Tins  and  Bottles.  1/-  each. 

Biatf  when  orderinii  whcllmr  Solid  or  lAqnid. 


THOS.  ASPINALL 

(lN\KXrOK  SOl.K  MAKKIi), 

Analytical  and  Manufacturing  Chemist, 

Carlton  Street  Chemical  Works,  BOLTON. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS 
SOCIETY. 

President— Sir  EDWARD  BIRKBKCK,  Babt. 

Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  Mbetinqs  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  4,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don, at  8  p.m.  For  information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Offices  at  the  same  address. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY 

President— L01R.D  GBORGB  HAMILTON. 
Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C,  at  8  p.m.  The 
'Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  Waters 
at  Chesham,  and  extensive  Coarse  Fishing 
Waters  at  Kelvedon,  Essex.  There  is  a  valuable 
Reference  Library  at  the  disposal  of  members 
■For  information,  apply  to  the  Seoretary. 
Subucripticn  payable  from  Janua/ry  1. 


IRELAND-LOUGH  CORRIB 

FURNISHED  NINE-ROOMED  LODGE, 

Fishing   (free) :    Salmon,   Trout,  Pike 
Boats  ready.  Shooting:  Snipe,  Woodcock 
Duck,  Rabbits.    Station  two  miles. 
TO  LET  YEARLY  OR  MONTHLY, 

or    accommodate    Angling  Gentlemen 

during  Summer  months. — Apply, 

T.  Cummins,  Ballymagibbon,  Cong,  Mayo 


LONDON  THEATRES. 


HAYMARKET  THEATR E.— Lessee  and 
Manager,  Mr.  Frederick  Harrison.  To- 
night at  »,  A  FEARFUL  .JOY.  By  Sydney 
Giundy.  ilrs.  Langtry.  Mr.  Arthur  Bourchier. 
and  Mr.  Allan  Aynesworth.  At  8.3U,  PRJDE  OF 
REGIMENT,  by  F.  D.  Bone.  Matinee  everj 
Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  2.30.  Box  OfflcC; 
Tel.  3,344  Gerrard. 


HIS  MAJESTY'S  THEATRE.— Mr.  Tree.  To 
night,  and  every  evejiing,  at  8,  Shakespeare' 
Comedy,  THE  MEIlCHAiNT  OF  VENICE, 
Shylock,  Mr.  Tree  ;  Portia,  Miss  Alexandr 
Carlisle.  Matinee  every  Wednesday  and 
Saturday  at  2.  Box  Office,  10  to  10.  Seats 
ooked  from  2s.    Tel.  1,777  Geri-ard. 


DALY'S  THEATRE.— Every  Evening  at  8.15^ 
ilatinee  every  Saturday  at  2.30,  a  new 
Play,  with  Music,  entitled,  THE  MERR" 
WIDOW  (."  Die  Lustige  VVitwe").  Produced  by 
Mr.  George  Edwardes. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 
HOTEL,  INN,  or  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOM  MODATiON 

For  Fishing  the  Dove  and  Izaak  Walton  Country 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

The  Ashbourne  News  &  Dove  Valley  Record 

Wuiited"  udota.,  18  words,  6rf, ;  30  words.  Is.,  prciiaid- 

Address  :  News  Office,  Ashbourne. 


last  yonr  Eye  on  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  PLIES, 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  28.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  12  doz.  for  65. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 

WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powers 

— having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle, 
and  Tly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 


WHITE  BROTHERS, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 
OMAOH.  IRELAND. 


KENNET  VALLEY  FISHERIES 

HUNGERFORD, 

Have  some  early 

RAINBOW  FRY 

For  Disposal  at  Low  Prices. 

ONE  VACANCY  FOR  A  ROD. 

Tele'-'rapbic  Address  :  "  Fisheries,  Hungertord." 


RODEL  AND  FINSBAY. 

SOUTH  HARRIS, 

SALMOiTand  SEA 
TROUT  FISHING, 

including  the  well-known  Obbe  Lochs  ;  excellent 
hotel  accommodation,— Apply,  W,  B,  Mackie 
116,  Hope  Street,  Glasgow, 


SALMONJFISHING. 

A  ROD  WANTED 

to  make  one  of  three  for  the  month  of 
August  next  on  a  splendid  Eiver  in 
Sweden.    Bag  for  August,   1906,  165 
Salmon.    Price  £75. — Apply, 
Wilkinson  &  Son,  47,  Bloomsbury 
Square,  London,  W.O. 


RAINBOW  FRY. 

50,000  FOR  SALE. 

All  from  Ova  of  3  and  4  lb.  Fish 
Price  10/-  per  thousand. 

Cash  with  Order, 
Apply  MANAGER, 

Fario  Fishery,  Harrietsham,  Kent 


'FLOATANE' 

(ItEQD,), 

For  Dry  Fly  Fishing 

'  Floatane '  will  not  wash  off  and  leaves 
no  skim  on  the  water.   Flies  treated  will 
float  for  months. 

Testimonial  from  Capt.  the  Hon.  Reynolds  Moreton 
20.  ClK-ster  Street,  Lundon,  Oct,  1904. 
I  liave  found  voiir  '  Fluatase  '  the  very  best  iirepaiation 
for  Dry  Fly  Fishing  I  liave  ever  used.     1  shall  w.int 
another  suiiply  lor  next  season. 

Wholesale  from  the  Patentee  and  Manufacturer. 

WM.  OOOOS,  7,  Eastgate,  Peebles 

Sample  Bottle  sent  on  receipt  of  8d. 


ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 


GRAND 

EMPIRE  CONCERT 

(Under  the  direction  of  Dr.  CHARLES  HARRIS) 

for  the  benefit  of  the  Victoria  League 
and  the  Empire  Education  Fund, 
SATURDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  23rd,  at  3 
MADAME  ALBANI, 
MISS  ALYS  BATEMAN, 
MADAME  ADA  CROSSLEY. 

MR.  BEN  DA  VIES, 
SIB  CHARLES  SANTLEY, 
THE  ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY, 
THE  LONDON  SYMPHONY  ORCHESTRA 
Prices :  Boxes,  4  Guineas,  3  Guineas, 
£1  lis,  6d,    Stalls,  10s.  6d.    Arena,  7»-,  6d,  Bal 
cony,  reserved,  5s,  ;  unreserved,  3s.  Gallery,  1*. 

Tickets  may  be  obtained  at  the  Box  Office 
Royal  Albert  Hall ;    the  Secretary,  Victoria 
League,  Millbank  House,  2,  Wood  Street,  West' 
minster  ;  and  of  IBBS  &  TILLETT,  19,  Hanov 
Square,  W.    Telephone  :  "  3129  ilayfair." 
Doors  open  at  2.    Carriages  at  6.30. 


SOUTH  DEVON. 

APARTMENTS  TO  LET. 

One  minute  from  Eiver  Dart. 

HREE  MILES  PRIVATE  FISHING. 

Good  for  Salmon  and  Trout. — Apply, 
Mrs.  Nichols,  Furzeleigh,  Buckfastleigh. 


H.  JOHNSON,  Gut  Merchant. 

Send  1/-  for  3  SAMPLE  CASTS,  S  yards  each, 
tapered,  fine,  medium,  and  strong,  and  see 
Quality. 

BEST   SELECTED  DRAWN   GUT,  3,  4,  and  6x, 

13  in.,  2/6  ;  15  in.,  3/- ;  18  in.,  4/-  per  100. 
BEST  UNDRAWN  GUT.  2x,  fine,  16  in.,  2/6  j 

18  in,,  3/- ;  20  in.,  3/6  per  100. 
GUT    CASTS,    FIRST    QUALITY,  1  yard,  1/4; 

2  yards,  2/6  ;  3  yards,  3/6  per  doz. 
BEST    SOLID    PUITED    ROACH    LINES,  per 

100  yards,  1/6;  BARBEL,  2/-  ;  PIKE,  3/6. 
BEST    NOTTINGHAM    LOBS    AND    BAG,  3/4 

per  1,000.  THE  TRADE  S0PPLI8D. 

155,  Waterway  Street,  Nottingham. 


LIVERPOOL 

Ang-ling"  Association. 

(Founded  1878). 

Seadqnarters:  DE  SILVA'S  BOTBL, 
Oiieeti.  Square  and  St.  John's  Lane. 


TROUT  &  COARSE  FISHING. 

For  Particulars  of  Meraljership,  apply — 

HY.  L.  GOLDSMITH,  62,  Dale  Street. 


yfALMONpSHINfi^ 

^  Instruction 

-  Ay  (J.eJ.HAROy  : 

HOW  TO  BE  5UCCESiF0L,  | 
HOW  TO  DRE55  FLIEi,  y 
HOW  TO  U5E  THEM  /; 


Post  free  \  HO 

<3'4    \  H< 

Order  from  \ 

Hardy  Broj>s^ 
aiInwIck., 


WILL  TEACH  '^COU 
V  MUCH.  .  , 


Pears' 


Economy  is  a  watchword 
of  the  thrifty. 

That's  one  reason  so 
many  prosperous  people 
use  Pears'  Soap.  There's 
no  waste  about  it.  It  wears 
out,  of  course. 


On  sale  everywhere. 


Mat  9,  1908 


Xetters  to  the  lEbitor. 

LWe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
o^nion$  exjpressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

EE  CASTING-REELS. 
Deab  Sib, — No  one  seems  to  have  answered 
'■  Jack  Snipe's  "  question  re  the  "  Malloch  "  and 
"  IHingworth  "  casting-reels.  Your  notice  of  the 
home-made  contrivance  sent  you  by  M.  le  Vicomte 
Henri  de  France  partly  deals  with  the  subject,  and 
it  would  be  interesting  to  know  how  long  it  has  been 
in  use.  I  send  you  a  more  finished  reel  on  the 
same  lines  that  I  used  during  the  late  pike  season. 
Though  the  winding-axle  being  parallel  witli  the 
rod  takes  a  bit  of  getting  accustomed  to,  yot,  after 
a  little  practice,  I  found  it  easier  to  handle  tlian 
the  common  position,  with  this  most  important 
advantage — namely,  you  can  wind  with  either  hand. 
I  make  the  cast  with  the  right  hand,  work 
the  bait  winding  with  the  left  hand,  then  when 
a  fish  is  hooked  change  the  rod  to  the  left  hand, 
and  wind  up  with  the  right.  You  will  see  that  ray 
method  eliminates  the  objection  to  the  "  Vicomte  " 
and  the  "  Malloch  "  reel — namely,  the  constant 
twist  pvit  into  the  line  when  casting  ;  my  reel  is 
stationary,  and  the  line  is  wi'apped  round  it  by  the 
winder,  and  whatever  twist  is  put  into  the  lin  by 
winding  on  is  taken  out  by  paying  off,  the  winding- 
arm  having  a  slotted  ring  at  the  end  through  which 
the  line  can  be  entered  and  withdrawn,  is  easily 
turned  over  on  to  the  reel-top  when  making  a  cast, 
leaving  the  line  just  as  free  to  pay  out  as  in  the 
"  Malloch." 

I  contrived  a  reel  very  like  the  "  Vicomte's," 
with  the  addition  that  the  hook  in  the  palm  was 
a  pulley  so  geared  that  it  rose  up  and  down  when  the 
handle  was  turned,  cris-crossing  the  line  upon  the 
drum,  but  abandoned  it  because  it  had  the  same 
fvmdamental  error  as  the  "  Malloch  "  and  "  Vi- 
comte " — namely,  it  put  a  twist  into  the  line. 

At  a  later  date  I  will,  with  your  permission,  send 
you  a  description  of  my  present  reel,  from  which, 
though  only  a  novice,  I  can  easily  cast,  further  than 
forty  j^ards,  a  line  strong  enough  to  land  a  pike 
bigger  than  any  it  has  so  far  been  my  luck  to  hook. 
 Yovirs  truly,  M.  Hoiroyd  Smith. 


FLIES  ETC.,  FOR  SEA-TROUT  AND  SALMON 
IN  THE^SEA. 

Deah  Sir, — Yom-  correspondent  "  Millbrook  " 
asks  for  information  regarding  angling  for  sea-trout 
and  salmon  in  the  sea.  I  have  had  some  experience 
of  this  kind  of  angling  in  Shetland,  and  also  on  the 
West  Coast  of  Scotland,  and  can  give  him  the 
benefit  of  my  experiences,  and  trust  they  may  be 
at  least  a  little  helpful.  The  best  flies  I  have  tried 
for  sea-trout  were — first.  Teal  and  Red,  dressed 
with  rough  pig's-wool  body,  on  No.  7  or  8  Limerick 
hook  ;  second,  a  pattern  tied  as  follows  : — Wing, 
scarlet  ibis ;  body,  oval  silver  tinsel  ;  hackle, 
dyed  pale-blue  like  the  blue  hackle  on  a  Silver 
Doctor  ;  whisks,  two  or  three  strands  from  the 
tippet  of  a  golden  pheasant. 

These  two  flies  were  the  patterns  which  I  ulti- 
mately adhered  to  for  sea-trout  in  the  sea  in  Shet- 
land. The  point  of  the  cast  was  sometimes  fitted 
with  an  artificial  sand-eel  or  shrimp  of  my  own 
designing.  The  artificials  of  the  two  latter  creatures 
were  greedily  taken  by  the  sea-trout,  and  saved 
one  the  trouble  of  hunting  for  the  real  article. 

The  shrimp  and  sand-eel  are  common  articles 
in  the  menu  of  sea-trout,  and  if  these  can  be 
procured,  and  mounted  on  suitable  tackle,  they 
should  entice  sea-trout  that  are  inclined  to  feed. 
At  Newbixrgh,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Aberdeenshire 
Ythan,  the  usual  bait  for  sea-trout  is  a  sand-eel 
on  an  Archer  spinner.  The  treble  hooks  should 
be  mounted  on  longer  lengths  of  gut  when  used  for 
sand-eels,  instead  of  minnows. 

In  Shetland  a  common  blackheaded  earthworm, 
of  perhaps  4Jin.  to  6in.  or  7in.  long,  mounted  on  a 
strong  "  Stewart  tackle,"  is  as  sure  a  bait  for  sea- 
trovit  as  can  be  got.  LTse  a  long  rod  (grilse)  and 
cast  the  worm  and  work  it  like  a  salmon-fly.  Do 
not  use  any  lead,  unless  it  be  a  single  small  shot. 
Heavy  gut  was  almost  a  necessity  in  this  kind  of 
fishing,  as  the  fish  immediately  rushed  for  weed 
clumps,  and  it  was  a  case  of  hold  them  or  lose  them. 
"Millbrook"  sliould  try  for  sea-trout  by  these 
methods,  and  cast  for  rising  fish  that  he  may  see. 
The  strong  tidal  currents  in  Shetland  and  on  the 
West  Coast  of  Scotland  may  sharpen  the  appetites 
of  the  fish  there,  and  make  them  take  freely.  P 
haps  a  sprat  or  large  natural  sand-eel  (on  spinning 
tackle)  will  tempt  the  salmon. — Yours  truly, 

Black  Beetle. 

[I  think  it  is  difficvilt  to  beat  pig's-wool  if  you 
want  colour  in  a  fly-body  to  show  up  well,  especially 
when  wet. — Ed.] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


HALF-STONE  FLY. 

Dear  Sir, — Had  I  known  your  inquiries  were 
for  publication,  I  would  have  enlarged  on  it.  The 
pattern-fly  was  made  at  Exeter  by  "  Cyres  " — 
long  since  departed.  At  that  time  there  were  many 
fly-tiers  there,  and,  in  fact,  in  Devon  generally  ; 
and  I  believe  I  am  the  only  one  in  the  West  of 
England  who  can  boast  of  an  indenture  to  the 
trade.  In  those  days  nearly  every  angler  who 
made  flies  had  his  birds  fit  to  fight  and  fit  for  fly- 
tying,  and  now  are  gone,  like  the  owners.  Gentle- 
men are  surprised  when  they  see  the  various  colours 
in  birds  I  have  now  alive,  and  from  the  numerous 
letters  I  have  this  morning  and  other  posts,  I  see 
there  exists  still  a  wish  for  genuine  natural  colours 
for  fly-tying.  It  can  be  done,  but  it  rests  with 
fishermen  to  demand  and  take  no  other.  I  can 
myself  get  more  money  for  flies  with  genuine  colours, 
and  always  could  do  so. 

Now  the  old  Blue  Upright  I  believe  I  can  trace 
back  considerably  over  120  years,  as  our  family 
were  noted  for  them,  and  with  the  little  addition 
I  put  and  genuine  honey-dun  or  various  shades  of 
blues,  I  can  challenge  any  to  beat  or  even  equal 
them. 

Referring  to  the  fly  you  asked  for,  in  an  old 
book — "  The  History  of  Tiverton  " — it  was  given, 
and  directions  for  making  it.  The  Rev.  Collis 
Brown  vised  a  large  honey-dun  hackle,  and  the  fly 
was  lighter ;  Mr.  Scarlet,  of  Taimton,  used  almost 
the  same  but  cock's  hackle ;  and  at  Hawkridge,  on 
the  Barle,  once  lived  a  noted  man  who  bred  birds  to 
fight  and  for  fly-making,  and  he  used  about  the  same. 
Many  a  fly-book  do  I  see  with  town-made  imitations 
of  flies.  I  cannot  tell  the  names,  for  the  flies 
sold  by  me  are  quite  different.  I  intend  leaving 
behind  me  a  sample  fly  of  the  many  who  once  fished 
and  were  noted  for  their  flies.  I  do  not  care  4or 
the  copies  of  any,  as  long  as  I  have  the  genuine  ones, 
and  can  hand  down  something  genuine.  (See  the 
Greenwell's  Glory  which  you  yourself  have  com- 
mented on.)  And  how  makes  vary  ! — in  fact, 
there  are  as  many  patterns  as  makers.  I  shall  be 
delighted  to  lend  you  my  book  of  reference,  with 
patterns  which  I  make  standards,  and  can  be  always 
relied  on. 

The  Pheasant  Tail  is  a  very  old  fly,  now  awfully 
distorted,  now  blue,  red,  black,  honey-dim — any 
colom-  hackle  is  used,  and  all  call  it  the  same. 

There  are  only  about  six  flies  a  fisherman  need  use, 
and  I  feel  sure,  after  fifty  years'  experience,  they 
will  kill  more  fish  than  all  the  fhes  which  the  brains 
of  a  hundred  men  can  conceive — Blue  Upright, 
Hareflax  Palmer  (gold  and  silver  ribbed).  Pheasant 
Tail,  with  scarlet  wool,  not  silk.  Coachman,  and 
Yellow  Badger.  I  don't  care  where  he  fishes  these, 
if  not  killing,  then  nothing  will.  Use  with  faith, 
and  a  full  basket  (if  fish  are  willing  to  rise)  is  certain. 
— Yours  truly,  J.  RoWE. 

Barnstaple. 


DRESSING  OF  THE  HALF-STONE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  read  your  notes  with  interest,  as, 
though  aware  the  "  All-Round  Angler  "  gives  a 
dressing,  I  have  never  been  able  to  find  one  in  any 
other  work. 

Some  twenty  years  ago  Mr.  Prickman,  of  Exeter, 
sent  me  a  fly  as  the  "  Half-Stone,"  which  I  always 
believed  to  be  the  orthodox  pattern,  and  is  a  go  d 
killer,  and  in  lookmg  through  some  old  notes  I 
have  just  come  across  a  letter  to  the  Fishing  Oazette 
from  "  Val  Conson,"  and  what  he  writes  exactly 
describes  this  dressing — namely,  "  Body  :  Tail 
half  primrose  floss,  mole's  fur  dubbing  spim  on 
primrose  tying-silk.  Hackle  :  Light-blue  cock's 
hackle,  palmer-wise  over  the  mole's  fvir  half  of  body, 
and  thickest  at  the  head.  -Wliisk  :  Same  colour, 
optional." 

This  being  such  a  well-known  fly  in  Devon  it 
might  be  thought  that  Cutclilie  would  allude  to  it  in 
the  detailed  descriptions  of  flies  at  the  end  of  his 
book,  but  none  of  his  bodies  will  fit  it.  I  see  he 
lays  toll  upon  fox,  sfjuirrel,  bullock,  hovise-rat,  cow, 
water-rat,  heron,  cat,  sable,  peacock,  rabbit,  old 
hare,  and  young  leveret,  but  leaves  the  mole  alone. — 
Youts  truly,  George  Cutcliffe. 

[I  wish  I  could  remember  all  I  have  published  in 
the  Fishing  Oazette  ;  it  would  have  saved  me  many 
a  long  hvmt  in  my  angling  library.  And  yet  I 
don't  know  whether  fisliing  in  one's  fishing  library 
is  not  almost  as  interesting  as  fishing  out  of  it — 
at  any  rate,  when  you  cannot  get  the  latter. — Ed.] 


THE  ELEVENTH  INTERNATIONAL 
TOURNAMENT. 

Dear  Sir, — Now  that  you  have  given  us  the 
prelinxinary  programme  it  might,  perhaps,  be  in- 
teresting to  many  at  this  stage  to  know  the  names 
of  the  successful  competitors  in  the  various  events 


373 


at  the  last  tournament,  giving  points  gecured, 
details  of  tackle  and  rod,  etc.,  employed. — Yours 
truly,  Scotsman. 
Edinburgh. 

[Always  happy  to  oblige,  when  possible,  and  will 
see  if  I  can  do  as  "  Scotsman  "  suggests,  but  it  takes 
a  good  deal  ofjtime  and  space  to  do  these  things. 
Mr.  Leonard  Crossl6  has  kindly  got_out  for  us  all 
the  chief  bait-casting  records  for  twenty-five  years, 
or  since  tournaments  of  the  kind  first^ljegan.  It 
was  the  accounts  of  them  in  Forest  and  Stream,  and 
other  American  papers,  whit^h  aroused  my  interest 
in  them.  Our  first  in  this  country  was  lield  on  a 
soaking-wot  day  at  the  Welsh  Harp,  Hendon,  in,  1 
think,  1882.— Ed.] 


PERCH  SPAWN. 

Dear  Sib, — I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  or  any 
of  your  correspondents  can  give  me  an  exact  descrip- 
tion of  perch  spawn.  Is  there  much  difference 
between  it  and  frog  spawn  ?  I  have  noticed  some 
long  white  bands  of  gelatinous  matter  containing 
eggs  in  ponds  stocked  with  perch.  My  reason  for 
asking  is  th  it  1  should  like  to  collect  some  spawn 
for  hatching  pm-poses. — Yours  truly, 

Scott  Webster. 

[Mr.  Webster  has  only  to  hatch  out  some  of  the 
eggs  he  refers  to  to  get  the  fish.  His  description 
exactly  hits  off  the  appearance  of  the  bands  of  perch 
spawn  which  the  fish  hang  in  ropes  on  roots 
and  boughs,  etc.,  where  the  sun  can  get  at  it, 
on  the  sides  and  shallower  parts  of  the  water. 
When  first  hatched  the  young  perch  are  under 
^in.  long,  like  the  eye-end  of  a  broken  needle,  with 
a  bit  of  black  cotton  in  the  eye.  Alive  they  are  a 
transparent  olive,  and  difficult  to  see  ;  when  dead 
they  turn  white.  It  is,  I  believe,  impossible  to 
rear  them  in  confinement,  and  the  best  plan  to 
stock  a  water  with  perch  is  to  put  the  spawn  in 
and  protect  it  till  it  hatches  out. — Ed.] 


TWEED  POOLS. 

Dear  Sib, — "  Jock  Scott  "  is  right,  I  think,  in 
calling  the  pool  below  the  Beeches  the  "  Gurly." 
That  is  certainly  how  the  name  is  pronounced, 
though  written  variously.  Chambers'  Dictionary 
gives  the  meaning  of  "  gurly  "  as  "  fierce,  stormy." 
Thus  the  Gurly  might  be  supposed  to  have  derived 
its  name  from  the  stream  at  the  upper  end,  which 
is  the  roughest  water  thereabout.— Yours  truly, 

A.  N.  Wilson. 

[The  names  of  salmon  pools  are  often  interesting. 
I  remember  one  called  "  The  Cemetery,"  because 
it  ran  near  a  little  Highland  c«metery.  One  of  the 
last  times  I  put  a  salmon-fly  over  it  a  dead  white 
horse  was  floating  among  the  froth  on  the  far  side — 
he  had  got  as  near  as  he  could  to  the  cemetery — 
and  I  fear  the  fish  would  not  stay  in  that  pool  long  ! 
—Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  THE  ISLE  OF  MAN. 

Dear  Sir, — As  the  holiday  season  is  about  to 
start,  I  send  you  a  copy  of  letter  I  received  from 
the  Mayor  of  Douglas,  I.O.M.,  as  it  may  be  of  use 
to  anglers  who  visit  the  island  dmmg  the  coming 
svunmer.  All  bait,  etc.,  can  be  had  from  a  tackle 
shop  opposite  the  General  Post  Office,  Douglas. — 
Yours  truly,  Sa3i  Nelson. 

Here  is  a  copy  of  the  letter  : — • 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  yours  re  fishing,  I 
wish  to  state  that,  except  in  the  Nunnery  Groimds, 
Port  Echer  and  Kirby,  all  the  ri\  ers  or  nearly  so 
in  the  island  are  available  for  fishing  without  pay- 
ment other  than  the  usual  fishing  licence  obtainable 
at  the  Post  Office,  2s.  6d.  per  week,  5s.  month, 
10s.  Od.  year.  The  stream  at  Port  Soderick  between 
Railway  Bridge  and  Beach  Silvertum,  Santon, 
East  Balwin,  Sulby,  and  many  other  ri^■ers  are  free 
fishing.  The  corporation  reservou-s  are  also  open 
for  fishing  at  a  charge  of  Is.  per  day. 

(Signed)    Jas.  Sharp,  Mayor. 


WHERE   TO  OBTAIN  DOCK  GRUB. 

Dear  Sir, — I  see  by  the  report  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  May  2  that  a  brace  of  fine  trout  were 
caught  at  Matlock  Bath  with  dock  grub. 

I  have  been  a  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  for 
many  years,  and  was  only  once  successful  in  obtain- 
ing some  dock  grub  through  an  advertisement 
appearing  in  your  cohmms,  but,  imfortiuiately, 
I  cannot  remember  where  I  obtained  them,  and 
have  endeavoured  for  the  last  two  or  tliree  seasons 
to  obtain  this  bait,  but  have  failed.  Can  you  put 
me  on  the  right  track  in  obtaining  this  lui'e  ? — 
Yours  truly,  W.  K.  Broughton. 

[Perhaps  some  reader  will  gi\e  the  information.] 
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would  be  improved,  by  reducing  the  nximber  of 

triangles  on  tliis  and  all  other  spinnine  tackles  

Ed.]    .  • 


NATURAL  AGAINST  UNNATURAL 
HACKLES. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  lived  to  see  the  famine  of 
blue  hacklps.  and  I  now  can  laugh  at  the  calamity. 
They  won't  breed,  but  buy  dyed  stuff,  and  eat 
rubbish  of  large  birds,  throwing  half  away  (bones, 
sinews,  and  waste),  whereas  with  old  English  good 
birds  even  the  bones  are  good  and  hackles  valuable. 
The  letters  I  have  received  through  your  paper 
.show  how  they  want  what  I  spoke  of  through 
your  columns.  Let  them  breed  before  too  late. 
I  can't  sell  hackles,  or  ten  himdred  customers 
are  waiting  for  the  birds.  Suppose  they  cost  £2 
at  first,  by  breeding  they  could,  in  three  years 
get  a  supply  of  the  feathers  they  want. 

I  WTote  one  lady  (Miss   ),  who  wrote  to  me 

through  your  paper,  as  she  wanted  to  breed  up  the 
colour,  and  offered  self  and  stock — but  I  fear  she 
spurns  the  offer.  I  do  not  personally  know  her, 
but  the  desire  to  breed  the  blue  fowls  made  me 
suggest  ;  and,  should  she  accept,  I  can  vouch  for 
it  the  breeding  of  blue  poultry  will  be  heard  of. 
Do  you  happen  to  know  her  ?  I  want  a  friend  to 
assist. 

I  am  pressed  for  flies.  I  cannot  make  quick 
enough.  My  daily  work  is  ten  dozen,  besides  doing 
housework  and  sliopwork  at  night  ;  so  I  am  pressed 
more  than  you — not  a  day's  fishing  for  four  years. 
Anything  I  have  you  are  welcome  to,  but  some  day, 
for  a  Sunday's  occupation,  look  at  my  book  of  old 
patterns. — Yours  truly,  J.  Rowe. 

Barnstaple. 

P.S. — Letter  for  paper  coming. 
[Does  the  last  sentence  mean  this  letter  is  private  ? 
— but  I  must  give  the  ladies  a  chance  ! — Ed.] 


LAKE  VYRNWY. 
De.ar  Sir, — I  should  be  obliged  if  any  of  your 
readers  could  inform  me  which  are  the  best  flios 
for  the  above  lake  for  middle  of  May,  and  size 
advised  ;  also  the  best  tackle  for  trolling,  if  this  is 
allowed.  Any  other  useful  "  tips  "  would  be  thank- 
fully received,  as  I  am  a  stranger  to  the  water.  

Yours  truly,  E.  E.  Moore. 

GOOD  QUIET  LAKE  TROUT-FISHING 
WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  pleasure  in  referring  "Poverty," 
who  writes  in  your  issue  of  April  II,  to  Mr.  Furn'el'l, 
The  Fishing  Cabin,  Bodorgan,  Anglesey,  with  whoin 
I  have  stayed  and  spent  several  delightful  fishing 
holidays.  The  Cabin  is  situate  on  the  shore  and 
within  30  yards  of  Lake  Coron,  which  fine  sheet  of 
water  contains  trout  and  eels  only;  the  latter, 
however,  do  not  trouble  the  angler  until  well  turned 
dusk,  when  they  commence  "  running." 

Mr.  Furnell  has  boats  on  the  lake  for  hire,  as  well 
as  reserved  for  use  of  visitors  staying  at  his  house. 
No  trout  licence  is  necessary  as  Lake  Coron  is  free. 
The  average  weight  per  fish  caught  is  |lb.  to  1  Ib.^ 
but  the  record  is  one  of  some  4Uh.  taken  with  fly.' 
Float  fishing  and  spinning  phantom  are  also  largely 
indulged  in.  and  successfully,  too.  " 

From  some  towns  it  is  cheaper  to  book  tourist 
ticket  (L.  &  N.W.)  to  Greenore  (Ireland),  and  break 
journey  at  Bodorgan,  than  to  book  ordinary  ticket 
to  Bodorgan!  Selection  of  flies: — Teal  and  (1) 
Green,  (2)  Red,  and  (3)  Yellow;  Mallard  and  (1) 
Claret  and  (2)  Green  ;  Grouse  and  (1)  Claret  and  (2) 
Purple  ;  Zulu  with  red  tag  ;  March  Brown  ;  Heck- 
ham  and  Red.  But,  of  course,  "  Poverty  "  will 
advisedly  write  first  to  the  party  named  for  more 
definite  particulars  apropos  condition  of  weather 
and  water  towards  date  of  proposed  visit,  and  to 
ensure  accommodation. — Yours  truly, 

Every  Time  a  Fish. 


MANUFACTURE   OF  DRAWN-GUT  AND 
COLOURING   OF  CADDIS. 

Dear  Sir, — "  Wrentail  "  in  your  issue  of  March 
21  asks  how  drawn-gut  is  made,  and  also  how  to 
colour  caddis  bait. 

In  reference  to  the  gut,  there  is  no  secret  about  it. 
The  mode  is  to  take  a  bundle  of  gut  and  select  it. 
Nothing  but  good  sound  gut  should  be  chosen  for 
the  drawing.  The  ends  of  the  gut  are  then  pointed 
by  rubbing  them  on  a  bith-brick  The  gut  is  then 
softened  and  drawn  through  plates  the  same  as  wire 
is  drawn,  but  the  plates  vary,  some  drawers  using 
steel,  while  others  prefer  jewelled  plates.  We  can 
hardly  enter  into  the  reason  why  some  gut  is 
good  while  another  lot  is  bad,  as  that  would  really 
be  giving  the  show  away.  ' 

As  to  colouring  caddis  bait,  we  question  A  ery 
much  whether  it  is  at  all  necessary,  but  if  he  dis"- 
sol  ves  a  little  turmeric  in  hot  water,  and  puts  his 
baits  into  it,  he  will  get  the  rich  yellow  shade  which 
he  is  seeking. — Yours  truly. 

Hardy  Brothers  (Alnwick),  Ltd. 

FISHING   NEAR   BURNLEY,  LANCASHIRE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  esteem  it  a  great  favour 
if  any  of  your  readers  would  give  me  information 
with  regard  to  trout-fishing  in  the  district  round 
Burnley,  Lancashire.  I  prefer  brooks  and  small 
streams,  if  possible. — Yours  truly,       C.  Feller. 

HERONS  SEEN  NEAR  LONDON. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  never  noticed  since  I  became 
a  reader  of  your  paper  (six  years)  that  wild  herons 
have  been  seen  near  London.  It  may  interest  you 
and  some  of  your  readers  to  hear  that  last  Friday 
morning  (May  1)  about  3  a.m.  I  saw  a  full-grown 
heron  alighting  on  the  Wandle  at  Hackbridge. 
The  bird  came  from  the  S.W.,  and  when  I  first 
noticed  it  it  was  flying  at  a  great  height.  Last 
year  I  fi^equently  saw  a  pair  of  kingfishers  about 
Hackbridge,  early  in  the  morning,  of  course  — Yours 

*''"ly'„.  C.  G.  Allen. 

Wallington. 

[Early  this  year  I  saw  herons  flying  high  over 
Denmark  Hill,  which  is  only  three  miles  from  St 
Paul's. — Ed.] 


GOOD    RIVER    TROUT-FISHING  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  glad  if  any  of  your 
numerous  readers  could  kindly  tell  me  any  place 
where  I  could  get  good  river  trout-fishing  free,  or 
on  payment,  and  golf.     And  oblige— Yours  triily^ 

C.  G.  F. 

A  GOLDEN  TROUT. 
Dear  Sir, — Fishing  this  morning  in  a  tributary 
of  the  Upper  Wye,  I  caught  a  small  trout,  which  'l 
retained  and  am  sending  to  you  on  account  of  its 
peculiar  colouring,  which  I  thought  might  interest 
you  and  the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  The 
colour  of  the  fish  has  faded  a  little,  but  when 
caught  would  have  exceeded  in  beauty  the  beautiful 
golden  hues  of  the  goldfish. 

The  pool  in  which  I  caught  the  fish  did  not  differ 
in  any  respect  from  other  pools  in  the  stream, 
bottom  gravelly,  with  eddies  overhung  with  alder 
and  other  bushes. 

I  can  only  account  for  the  extraordinary  colourino- 
of  the  fish  by  the  possibility  that  it  may  have  spent 
sorne  time  in  a  backwater,  more  or  less  stagnant,  in 
which  there  were  traces  of  iron  in  some  form'  or 
another. 

Perhaps  you  will  be  good  enough  to  give  me  your 
valued  opinion  in  one  of  your  forthcoming  issues 
and  oblige— Yours  truly,  C.  E.  S.  Jones 

May  1. 

[It  was  a  lovely  little  trout  in  good  plump  con- 
dition, and  in  colour  more  like  a  goldfish  than  a 
trout.  Even  the  fins  and  tail  were  a  golden  colour. 
I  sent  it  to  the  British  Museum. — Ed.] 


FISHING  NEAR  DUBLIN. 
Dear  Sir, — Could  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
let  mo  know  whether  any  fair  trout-fishing  is  to  be 
had  WAV  Dublin,  and,  if  so,  where  ?    Also  perch 
and  sea-fishing. — Yours  truly,  Angler. 


FISHING  NEAR  DROITWICH. 
Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  exceedingly  obliged  if  any 
of  your  readers  who  have  been  to  Droitwich  foV 
the  purpose  of  taking  the  baths  would  kindly  give 
me  some  particulars  as  to  lodgings,  doctors'  fees, 
baths,  etc.,  and  what  time  would  probably  be  re- 
quired to  stay,  and  if  any  fishing  is  obtainable  in 
the  vicinity.  I  am  a  sufferer  from  lumbago  and 
stiffness  of  the  knees.  I  presume  the  route  from 
Dublin  would  be  via  Holyhead  and  Birmingham  ? — 
Yours  truly,  '  Mallard. 


FISHING  NEAR  GOTHA  — A  CORRECTION. 

Dear  Sir, — I  feel  that  I  cannot  pass  over  an 
error  in  your  issue  of  April  25.  I  wote  in  reply 
to  Mr.  Harris  Newberry's  question,  "  there  is 
excellent  fly-fishing  for  trout  in  the  Ilm,  about  ten 
miles  above  Weimar,"  and  not  "  in  the  Hen"  as 
printed  by  you.  Probably  my  indistinct  hand- 
writing caused  the  misprint. — Yours  truly, 

W.  S.  Bury. 


TROUT -FISHING  NEAR  CORK. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  any  brother  angler  give  me 
some  information  about  the  above  for  June  ?  I 
have  been  told  that  Glengariff  is  a  good  centre,  as 
also  for  sea-fishing,  but  I  should  be  glad  of  more 
definite  information,  especially  with  regard  to  the 
cost  of  fishing,  and  also  whether  moderate  living 
accommodation  can  be  had.  Any  suggestions  will 
be  welcomed  by — Yours  truly.  Alpha. 


TROUT-FISHING  W^ANTED  IN  SCOTLAND 
OR  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir, — As  a  regular  reader  of  your  valuable 
paper  I  should  be  obliged  if  any  of  your  readers  can 
advise  me  about  some  fishing. 

I  wish  to  know  of  a  place  in  Scotland  or  Ireland 
where  free  or  inexpensive  fishing  for  trout  could 
be  got  ;  farmhouse  or  similar  accommodation 
would  be  preferred,  but  what  is  really  wanted  is 
good  fishing  (trout)  in  small  river,  which  could  be 
fished  fi  'om  the  bank  or  shallow  wading.  Of  course 
it  would  be  all  the  better  if  a  bigger  river  or  a  loch 
was  at  hand  for  a  change.  The  time  I  should  go 
would  be  June  or  July.  Thanking  you  for  other 
kind  information  I  have  received  from  you  and 
your  paper.— Yours  tndy,       Percy  Renshaw. 

P.S. — An  idea  as  to  flies  and  baits  which  are  most 
suitable  would  also  be  useful.  I  have  the  "Angler's 
Diary." 


THE   "  MURDOCH  "   OVAL  DEVON. 

Dear  Sm, — Our  attention  is  called  to  Mr.  J. 
Rowe's  letter  in  your  issue  of  April  25,  in  reference 
to  the  new-style  "  Murdoch  "  Oval  Devon  manu- 
factured by  us.  In  the  first  instance,  we  may  point 
<nit  that  the  minnow  being  oval  in  section  differs 
from  that  mentioned  by  Mi-.  Rowe.  Mr.  Rowe 
also  says  that  the  Devon  referred  to  by  him  was 
found  to  be  "  useless,  as  the  hooks  on  the  wings 
got  entangled."  In  the  •'  Murdoch  "  Devon 
(sample  of  which  we  have  pleasure  to  enclose  you 
herewith)  it  is  not  possible  for  the  hooks  on  the 
wings  to  get  entangled,  so  that  in  two  important 
details,  according  to  Mr.  Rowe's  own  statement, 
the  new  "  Mm-doch  "  Devon  is  entirely  different 
from  that  described  by  him.  We,  of  covirse,  are 
well  aware  of  the  enormous  number  and  variety  of 
Devons  which  have  from  time  to  time  been  intro- 
duced, and  it  is  undoubtedly  somewhat  difficult 
to  differentiate  or  improve  on  them,  but  here  ad- 
mittedly are  two  important  innovations,  and  on 
that  ground  we  think  we  may  fairly  claim  that  this 
Devon  is  an  improvement  on  anything  existing. 

Mr.  Rowe  refers  to  the  "  Pennell  "  minnow,  but 
he  is  wrong  in  saying  that  we  registered  this  minnow. 
The  minnow  was  registered  by  Mr.  Pennell  himself, 
and  we  only  manufactured  it.  We  think,  however^ 
that  Mr.  Pennell  was  right  in  his  registration,  and 
that  the  minnow  in  question  has  little  deviations 
which  are  important,  but  which  appear  to  be  un- 
known to  Mr.  Rowe.— Yours  truly. 

Hardy  Brothers  (Alnwick),  Ltd. 

[The  "  Murdoch  "  is  certainly  an  excellent  form 
of  the  Devon — light,  well  made,  with  a  very  in- 
genious interior  mounting  for  the  triangles,  which 
makes  it  practically  impossible  for  the  gut  to  get 
f>'ay(Hl  and  cut,  as  so  often  happens  with  the  fi^wnX 
old  original  Devon.  I  l)elieve  the  hookin  power 
would  not  b(5  decreased,  and  that  the  spinning  power 


CHARLETON'S  "  ART  OF  FISHING." 

Dear  Sir,— I  should  be  glad  to  know  if  Charle- 
ton's  "  Art  of  Fishing,"  quoted  by  you  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  May  2,  is  in  print  or  not  — Yours 
triily.      ,  T.  Smith. 

Rotherham. 

[It  was  published  in  1819,  and  has  been  out  of 
print  probably  for  seventy  or  eighty  years— in  fact, 
the  only  copy  I  have  seen  is  that  given  me  by  the 
late  Mr.  Ed.  Middelton,  one  of  the  keenest  anglers 
I  ever  knew  ;    he  used  to  write  occasionally  as 

Watchet,"  which  is,  I  believe,  a  North  Country 
terrn,  meaning  sky-blue.  I  believe  he  suggested  the 
capital  "  Watchet  "  Devon  minnow  to  Messrs 
Farlow,  who  have  recently  improved  it.  It  has  one 
triangle  instead  of  throe,  and  I  hope  that  in  time 
we  shall  get  rid  of  all  these  superfluous  and  unfair 
arrays  of  triangles. — Ed.] 


TROUT-FISHING  AT  WHITBY. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  greatly  obliged  if  you 
could  give  me  any  information  as  to  the  trout- 
fishing  at  Whitby  or  near.  I  am  spending  a  short 
time  there  in  June,  and  .should  much  like  a  day  or 
two. 

Are  any  portions  of  the  Esk  suitable  for  dry-fly, 
is  wading  necessary,  and  to  whom  should  I  apply 
for  permission  ?  Perhaps  some  of  your  readers 
who  may  have  visited  the  district  would  kindly 
give  me  the  information. — Yours  truly, 

Henry  Bell. 


A   FLOAT-MAiaNG  QUERY. 
Dear  Sir, — Could  any  of  your  readers  inform 
me  what  is  the  substance  used  to  stop  up  crevices 
in  cork  floats,  so  as  to  give  a  uniformly  smooth 
surface  before  painting  ? — Yours  truly.    "   T.  B. 
{Several  letterf  wre  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 


The  Chicago  Fly  Casting  Club. 

English  anglers  who  may  be  visiting  Chicago 
should  note  that  visitors  are  cordially  welcomed 
at  the  club  meetings  of  the  Chicago  Fly  Casting 
Club,  which  opened  its  season  for  fly  and  bait 
casting  contests  on  May  2. 

_  On  May  2,  the  Chicago  Ply  Casting  Club  opened 
its  season  of  club  contests  for  1908.  Distance 
and  accuracy  bait,  distance  and  accuracy  fly,  and 
salmon  fly  are  the  events  scheduled  for  June  13, 
July  11,  and  August  8.  Delicacy  bait,  delicacy 
and  accuracy  fly,  and  dry  fly  accuracy  will  be  cast 
May  16,  June  27,  July  25,  and  August  22.  Long 
distance  bait-casting  will  follow  the  other  contests 
each  day.  Long  distance  fly  contests  will  be  held 
*u  *  J®  morning  of  the  day  following  each  of 
the  delicacy  bait  and  fly  contests.  With  the 
exception  of  the  long  distance  fly  competitions, 
the  contests  will  be  held  during  the  afternoon  of 
each  day  scheduled.  The  members  of  the  club  are 
urged  to  be  prompt  in  attendance  at  the  usual  place, 
the  North  Lagoon,  Garfield  Park,  to  participate  in 
the  contests  and  get  into  form  for  the  coming 
international  tournament  that  will  be  held  on 
Aug.  14  and  15,  at  Washington  Park,  Chicago. 

The  Greatest  American  Expert  on  the  Striped 
Bass  advises  against  its  Introduction  into 
English  Waters. 

In  view  of  the  expression  of  opinion  against  our 
attempting  to  acclimatise  the  American  salt-water 
8«riped  bass  here  given  in  the  following  letter  from 
-7  ^-  I  am,  reluctantly,  convinced 

tnat  It  might  be  a  dangerous  experiment,  and  so 
have  given  up  the  idea.  It  must  be  remembered 
that  Mr.  Worth,  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of 
fisheries,  is  the  leading  authority  on  the  fish  in 
Maenca.   I  think  he  is  the  only  man  who  has 


succeeded  in  securing  the  eggs  and  hatching  them, 
and  as  will  be  seen  from  his  letter  he  was  engaged 
in  the  work  at  the  time  he  so  kindly  gave  his 
opinion.    Mr.  Worth  says  : — 

"  Weldon,  North  Carolina, 
May  1,  1908. 
"  Mr,  R.  B.  Marston,  London,  England. 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  am  to-day  in  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  April  11,  and  am  much  interested  to  learn 
of  what  is  thought  of  possible  dangers  in  the  intro- 
duction of  striped  bass  into  British  waters  by 
some,  and  of  your  attitude  towards  the  proposition. 
I  hasten  to  say  that  I  think  there  would  be  quite 
a  risk  encountered,  and  were  the  responsibility  of 
doing,  or  not  doing,  up  to  me,  I  would  certainly 
be  against  their  introduction. 

"  It  will  be  practically  impossible  for  you  to 
obtain  satisfactory  evidence  regarding  non-des- 
tructiveness  of  striped  bass  to  salmon  on  the 
west  coast,  for  in  any  general,  or  constant,  decline 
in  the  run  of  salmon  it  will  be  almost  impossible 
to  determine  the  extent  of  the  destruction  by  the 
striped  bass — how  much  to  charge  against  them, 
or  how  much  against  other  causes.  I  have  taken 
sufficient  interest  in  this  question  to  now  feel  a 
sense  of  relief  that  the  attempt  is  likely  to  be 
abandoned.  But  at  any  or  all  times  I  shall  be 
ready  and  willing  to  further  aid  you,  as  far  as  I 
may  be  able,  should  you  like  to  go  on  with  the 
inquiry.—Yours  very  truly,         "  S.  G.  Worth 

"  P.S.— Am  now  hatching  striped  bass  at  Weldon, 
and  doing  very  well  so  far," 

It  will  make  Mr.  W.'s  reply  clearer  if  I  give  a 
copy  of  my  letter  to  him  of  April  11 ,  1908,  as  it 
will  give  the  questions  he  has  answered. 

"  Be  Striped  Bass. 
"  Dear  Sir, — I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for 
your  letter  of  March  30  in  reply  to  mine  of  Jan.  23 
with  reference  to  the  striped  bass. 

"  I  have  now  got  almost  all  the  information  we 
can  reasonably  expect  to  get. 

"  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  some  of  our  anglers 
are  getting  nervous  at  the  idea  of  introducing  a 
predatory  sea  fish  which  spawns  in  fresh  water. 
They  fear  that  if  it  comes  to  stay  it  may  do  serious 
damage  to  our  salmon  rivers  by  destroying  the 
migratory  salmonidce  (salmon,  sea-trout,  etc.)  in 
the  smolt  stage,  when  only  from  three  to  six  or 
seven  inches  long,  on  their  first  journey  to  the  ocean. 

"  My  answer  is  that  I  have  never  seen  this  charge 
brought  against  the  fish  in  your  Atlantic  or  Pacific 
waters,  but,  of  course,  I  cannot  guarantee  that 
there  will  be  no  danger  in  the  way  indicated. 

"In  the  meantime  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society— our  leading  body  of  the  kind— after  long 
consideration  has  definitely  declined  to  support  the 
attempt  to  introduce  the  fish. 

"  If  I  can  get  reasonable  evidence  from  your  side 
showing  that  your  migratory  sahnonidm  are  not 
destroyed  by  striped  bass— of  course,  all  sea  pre- 
datory fish  get  some  salmon  smolts— then  I  shall 
go  ahead  without  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 

"  Of  course,  it  is  an  important  point,  and  I  was 
the  first  to  raise  it  when  lecturing  on  the  proposal. 
I  said  I  did  not  wish  to  go  down  to  posterity  as 
the  man  who  ruined  our  salmon  fisheries  by  getting 
the  striped  bass  over  ! 

"The  introduction  of  a  predatory  fish  which 
breeds  rapidly  and  increases  fast  is  a  serious  matter 
anywhere. 

"  Again  thanking  you  and  wishing  you  all  success 
in  your  striped  bass  hatching  experiments— I  am 
yours  faithfully,       «  R.  B.  Marston,  Ed.  F.G. 
"  S.  G.  Worth,  Esq., 
"  Bureau  of  Fisheries, 
"  Weldon,  North  Carolina." 

If  we  cannot  have  the  Striped  Bass,  why  not 
try  the  Black  Bass  again  ? 

The  time,  and  trouble  devoted  to  the  striped 
bass  have  not  been  entirely  in  vain,  as  we  have 
learnt  a  great  deal  about  the  fish  which  was 
worth  knowing,  and  will  be  useful  to  anglers 
going  to  America.  But  I  feel  as  though  a 
certain  amount  of  energy  stored  up  for  use  on  the 
striped  bass  experiment  is  going  to  be  wasted,  and 
that  it  might  be  worth  while  to  turn  it  on  to  some- 
thing else.  The  small-mouth  American  black 
bass  is  a  purely  fresh-water  fish,  and  by  general 
consent  of  the  best  American  angling  authorities, 
and  English  authorities  who  have  been  to  America 
and  Canada,  it  is  a  first-class  game  fish,  taking  fly 
or  bait  as  freely  as  a  trout.  In  the  early  eighties 
the  late  Marquis  of  Exeter  and  one  or  two  other 


anglers,  including  myself,  sent  Mr.  Silk,  the  pisci- 
culturist to  the  Marquis,  to  America  to  get  some 
black  bass.  Unfortunately,  Mr.  Silk  got  us  into 
hot  water  by  paying  people  to  net  fish  which  they 
had  no  right  to  net.  For  a  time  we  were,  as  they 
say  in  America,  up  against  a  nasty  proposition — 
accused,  in  fact,  of  poaching  through  our  agent 
Mr.  Silk.  On  the  voyage  a  lot  of  the  fish  got 
washed  into  the  Atlantic  off'  the  steamer's  deck  in 
a  storm,  so  Mr.  Silk  informed  us,  and  we  did  not 
get  sufficient  fish  to  give  the  experiment  a  chance, 
and  had  offended  our  American  friends  as  well.  Of 
course,  we  explained  and  apologised,  and  I  sent, 
through  Mr.  A.  Nelson  Cheney,  who  was  then 
Commissioner  of  Fisheries  for  the  State  of  New 
York,  ten  thousand  of  the  best  I'^nglish  brown  trout 
eggs  {Salmo  fario)  as  a  present  to  American 
anglers.  They  arrived  in  good  condition,  and  their 
descendants  are  scattered  now  over  the  streams 
of  the  North-Eastern  States.  But  it  would  be  far 
easier  to  try  the  experiment  now,  as  the  black 
bass  has  been  acclimatised  in  some  parts  of 
Germany  for  many  years,  and  is  reared  and  bred 
for  the  market,  as  it  is  a  good  table  fish.  The 
thing  is  to  find  a  good  suitable  water.  I  am 
writing  to  a  landowner  I  know  who  has  just  the 
right  sort  of  place,  and  hope  he  may  feel  inclined 
to  try  the  experiment. 

The^"  Dock  Grub"  or  "  Flag  Worm." 

Messrs.  George  Wood  and  Co.,   the  fishing 
tackle  makers,  of  117,  Pinstone-street,  Sheffield, 
■write : — "  We   are   surprised  to  learn    of  your 
correspondent's  difficulty  in  regard  to  dock  grubs 
as    we    keep    a    supply    on    hand  practically 
throughout  the  trout  season.    We  enclose  copy 
of  our  new  price  list,  and  would  be  glad  of  a 
notice."    The  illustrated  list  contains  particulars 
of    the   special  rods   and   tackle   used   by  the 
Sheffield  anglers,  who  are  noted  keen  blades  with 
the  bait  rod — and  fly  rod,  too,  many  of  them.  It 
will  be  found  that  bottom  angling  generally  is 
well  represented,  and  at  most  moderate  prices,  in 
Messrs.  Wood's  list.    As  regards  the  dock  grub  or 
flag  worm,  Walton  mentions  them  as  if  they  were 
different  animals,  and  so  I  believe  they  are,  but  Sir 
J ohn  Hawkins,  in  a  note  in  his  edition  of  Walton, 
published  in  1760,  says :  "  The  dock  worm  is  in 
some  places  called  the  flag  worm,"  and  he  adds, 
"  To  find  the  dock  worm,  go  to  an  old  pond  or 
pit,  and  pull  up  some  of  the  flags  ;  shake  the  roots 
in  water ;  and  amongst  the  fibres  that  grow  from 
the  roots  you  will  find  little  husks  or  cases,  of 
a  reddish  or  yellowish  colour;  open  these  care- 
fully with  a  pin  and  take  from  thence  a  little  worm, 
pale  and  yellow,  or  white,  like  a  gentle,  but  longer 
and  slenderer,  with  rows  of  feet  down  his  belly,  and  a 
red  head.  This  is  the  dock  worm  or  flag  worm,  an  ex- 
cellent bait  for  grayling,  tench,  bream,  carp,  roach 
and  dace."    With  all  due  deference  to  Sir  John 
Hawkins,  I  think  his  flag  worm,  which  doubtless 
is  a  very  good  bait,  is  not  the  dock  worm  at  all. 
I  know  I  have  often  dug  up  the  strong,  tough  dock 
roots  to  get  a  fat,  whitish-grey  grub,  not  in  a  case, 
and  much  larger  than  the  biggest  gentle.  Perhaps 
some  entomological  angler  can  tell  us  the  scientific 
names  of  these  larvae,  and  what  they  turn  to  for 
flying  purposes. 

"The  Oldest  Angling  Society  in  London." 

Mr.  W.  M.  Smith,  the  hon.  sec,  of  the  True 
Waltonian  Society,  writes  : — 

"  Dear  Sir,- With  respect  to  the  oldest  angling 
society  in  London,  I  beg  to  say  the  abo%'e  was 
established  in  1880,  and  has  rented  the  Colne  at 
Rickmansworth  since  that  date,  and  does  so  now. 
This  society  has  done  good  work,  and  its  pollution 
action,  Fitzgerald  v.  Fairbank,  1896,  is  still  the 
quoted  case.  We  keep  our  water  well  stocked, 
and  have  recently  put  in  many  hundreds  of  trout. 
Perch,  dace,  etc.,  are  very  plentiful,  and  our  Adder 
Copse  water  gives  good  winter  sport  with  jack. 
As  the  water  is  only  some  twenty  miles  from 
London,  I  think  this  is  worth  recording." 


To  Match  Honey  Dun  with  Dye. 

It  is  difficult  to  get  good  natural  Honey  Dun 
hackles,  I  have  some  hackles  dyed  in  copperas 
and  turmeric  dye  which  gives  a  very  decent  shade 
of  Honey  Dun,  of  which  there  are' many  shades. 
A  badger  hackle  dyes  well  for  this  imitation ;  and 
badger  hackles  dyed  in  red  wood  and  then  in 
indigo  and  fustic  are  also  very  good  imitation 
Honey  Dun. 
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Live  Crayfish  for  Stocking  Waters. 

Sometimes  anglers  ask  me  where  they  can 
obtain  live  crayfish  for  stocking  waters — or 
attempting  to  do  so,  for  crayfish  are  kittle-cattle 
to  establish  in  a  new  water.  I  really  do  not  know 
anyone  who  bi-eeds  them  in  this  country.  One  of 
the  largest  firms  on  the  Continent  is  that  of  Herr 
A.  Micha,  of  Cologne,  who  sends  live  crayfish  to 
all  parts  of  the  Continent.  Late  autumn,  when 
the  weather  is  no  longer  warm,  is  the  best  time 
to  send  crayfish.  Herr  Micha  does  not  advise 
feeding  crayfish  artificially,  and  says' care  should  be 
taken  not  to  introduce  more  than  the  natural  food 
is  likely  to  sustain.  They  grow  so  slowly — requiring 
some  years  to  come  to  maturity — that  I  doubt  if 
there  is  much  use  in  breeding  them  for  our  market, 
either  for  stocking  or  for  eating. 


A  Bald  Coot  causes  the  death  of  Two  Pike  — 
Extraordinary  Occurrence. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Ringham,  writing  to  me  from  the  Swan 
Hotel,  Mansfield,  on  May  11,  says : — 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  am  enclosing  a  photo,  the  repro- 
duction of  which  I  thought  might  possibly  interest 
some  readers  of  the  Fisliing  Gazette. 

"  The  explanation  of  the  picture  is  that  the  large 
fish — a  female  weighing  upwards  of  201b. — was 
found  dead  by  the  keeper  recently  in  the  Mansfield 
Reservoir,  having  apparently  been  choked  in 
attempting  to  swallow  a  bald  coot,  of  which  there 
are  a  good  many  on  this  extensive  sheet  of 
water. 

"  After  taking  the  fish  from  the  water,  the  keeper 
withdrew  the  bird  from  its  mouth,  and  to  his 
astonishment  the  small  pike  also  came  away,  his 


Mr.  Wm.  Robertson's  Novelties. 

Mr.  Wm.  Robertson,  of  27,  Wellington -street, 
Glasgow,  has  recently  brought  out  two  novelties, 
one  a  reel,  the  other  a  rod  joint.  The  "  Struan  " 
reel  is  very  simple ;  in  external  appearance  it 
reminds  one  of  the  combination  Nottingham  and 
ordinary  reel,  but  differs  in  some  important 
features.  It  is  made  in  seven  different  sizes, 
from  2.^  in.  up  to  4pn,  in  diameter.  It  is  so 
well  made  and  simple  in  action  that  it  ought 
to  last  many  seasons'  hard  wear.  I  should 
like  to  suggest  to  Mr.  Robertson  that  in  order  to 
meet  the  demsind,  pretty  general  now,  in  England 
at  any  rate,  for  light  reels  that  he  should  make 
some  all  of  aluminium,  and  some  at  any  rate  with 
the  barrel  of  aluminium.  The  rod  joint  is  a  decided 
novelty.  The  ferrule  is  split  partly,  the  object  being 
to  make  it  "  elastic  "  ;  it  is  called  the  "  Struan 
Patent  Elastic  Lock-fast  Joint,"  and  in  order  to 
avoid  danger  of  the  ferrule  giving  where  it  is  split 
or  divided  down  the  side,  a  band  is  attached  to 
work  by  a  screw-action  over  the  side  opening  in 
the  ferrule  and  to  engage  on  a  point  on  the  other 
joint  so  that  it  holds  one  ferrule  in  a  spiral  grip 
and  locks  the  other  into  it  at  the  same  time. 
It  is  certainly  an  ingenious  arrangement.  It  is 
quite  certain  that  probably  the  majority  of  anglers 
in  Scotland  like  rods  with  substantial  metal 
fittings  and  joints,  otherwise  I  cannot  understand 
why  our  rod-makers  do  not  all  adopt  for  trout  rods 
the  short  level  suction  joint  such  as  has  been  used 
for  so  many  years  now.  in  the  United  States.  It  is 
so  short  that  you  can  bend  a  9ft.  or  10ft.  rod  so 
the  top  ring  almost  touches  the  butt,  so  it  is  elastic 
enough  and  with  a  big  margin  ;  if  it  is  well  made 
of  good,  hard,  best  German  silver  the  joints  never 
work  loose,  and  need  no  fastening  of  any  kind.  A 


The  small  Pike  attempted  to  swallow  a  Bald  Coot.    Seeing  he  was  in  difficulties,  the 
LARGE  Pike  (over  20lb.)  tried  to  swallow  both,  and  was  choked. 

(See  Mr.  J.  C.  Ringham's  uote. — ED.) 


teeth  fastened  in  the  head  of  the  bird.  This  fish 
weighed  about  two  pounds,  but  in  the  photo  it 
appears  larger  owing  to  the  close  position  in  which 
it  was  placed  to  the  camera.  Singular  incidents 
have  been  recorded  from  time  to  time  in  your 
interesting  journal  of  the  voracity  of  the  pike,  and 
I  thought  this  rather  unique  instance  might  be 
added  to  the  list.  One  cannot  speak  with  certainty, 
but  it  seems  most  probable  that  the  smaller  fish 
must  have  seized  the  bird  when  feeding  near  the 
reeds,  and  the  larger  pike — attracted  by  the  com- 
motion of  the  combat — took  advantage  of  the 
opportunity  to  make  prey  of  both ;  but  the  bird 
proved  too  much,  and  suffocation  resulted. 

"  Is  it  not  remarkable,  and  at  the  same  time 
does  it  not  prove  the  destructive  character  of  the 
pike,  that  the  smaller  fish  should  have  retained 
hold  of  the  bird  during  the  process  of  his  consump- 
tion by  the  larger  one  ? 

"  Will  you  please  deal  with  the  foregoing  entirely 
at  your  discretion  ?  If  you  do  not  consider  it  of 
sufficient  interest  for  publication,  do  not  trouble  to 
return  the  photo. 

"  I  may  add  that  I  am  the  secretary  of  the 
association  whose  members  have  the  privilege 
from  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland  of  fishing  the 
reservoir  in  question." 

It  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  extraordinary 
occurrences  I  have  ever  heard  of  in  connection  with 
pike.  I  have  seen  a  moorhen  pulled  under  by  a 
pike  seizing  her  leg,  but  the  bird  managed  to  free 
herself. 


badly  made  suction  joint  or  one  made  of  soft  metal 
is,  of  course,  no  use.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  I  think  the  American  angler  who 
demands  a  rod  and  a  reel  as  light  as  will 
permit  the  work  required  of  them  to  he  done 
efficiently  is  right,  and  I  think  our  metal  reels 
and  rod  fittings  are  often  unnecessarily  heavy. 
Mr.  Robertson  finishes  his  work  very  nicely. 
This  applies  to  his  exquisite  salmon  and  trout 
flies  as  well  as  to  his  rods,  and  if  he  will  make  his 
Struan  reel  in  aluminium,  which  is  so  largely 
coming  into  use  now,  I  am  sure  it  will  have  a 
great  sale,  as  it  is  perfectly  effective,  with  nothing 
to  get  out  of  order. 


The  Best  Spring  Trout  Story  so  Far. 

"  Dr.  F.  S.  Honsinger,  president  of  the  Anglers' 
Association  of  Onondaga,  was  one  of  those  trout 
fishermen  who  got  out  after  the  trout  the  first 
day,  and  thereon  hangs  a  tale — one  of  the  weirdest 
of  tales.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the  day  was 
piercingly  cold,"  says  the  Syracuse  (N.Y.)  Post- 
Standard.  "  It  was  particularly  chilly  in  the 
vicinity  of  Williamstown,  where  the  doctor  went. 
To  get  to  the  stream  he  had  to  skate  over  frozen 
swamps. 

"  Once  there  he  got  his  tackle  ready  and  began 
to  whip  the  icy  stream;  It  was  not  long  ere  his 
line  was  liberally  coated  with  ice,  which  became 
so  thick  that  it  would  not  operate  to  advantage 
through  the  guides  of  the  rod.  The  doctor  was 
about  to  give  it  up  in  disgust  when  he  felt  a  bite. 


Through  the  clear,  cold  water  he  beheld  a  big 
trout  nosing  around  his  bait.  Lazily  the  fish 
opened  his  mouth  and  took  the  bait  and  then  pro- 
ceeded to  swallow  it.  The  doctor  waited  for  him 
to  get  a  good  hold,  then  yanked  sharply.  The 
trout  stirred  slightly,  opened  his  mouth,  and  the 
doctor  got  his  hook  back  with  bait  intact. 

"  On  examining  the  hook  and  bait  the  Syracuse 
man  found  that  hook,  worm,  and  all  were  covered 
with  a  firm  layer  of  ice,  clean  to  the  point  of  the 
implement.  Upon  his  jerking  the  line  the  whole 
business  had  simi^ly  slid  out  of  the  trout's 
stomach. 

"  Can  you  beat  it  ?  The  doctor  gives  as  his 
corroborative  testimony  the  names  of  two  eye- 
witnesses, William  H.  Baker,  of  this  city,  and 
Charles  Ford,  a  guide  from  Parish. 

"  Too  bad  he  told  it  at  this  time,  though.  The 
relation  of  the  yarn  would  have  won  him  the 
Munchausen  prize  at  the  next  annual  banquet 
of  the  Anglers'  Association." 

Experience  with  a  Barbless  Fly-hook, 

Early  in  1906  Mr.  Theodore  Gordon  sent  me  a 
Blue  Upright  dressed  on  a  hook  without  a  barb. 
I  asked  Mr.  T.  F.  Tracy  kindly  to  try  it  for  me  on 
the  Exe,  and  I  am  not  sure  that  I  gave  his  report, 
which  is  interesting.    He  says  : — 

"  I  had  only  time  to  give  it  a  short  trial  on  the 
river  one  evening,  when  I  caught  with  it  five  trout 
and  one  large  grayling,  all  in  fast  water,  and  all 
of  which  it  held  perfectly.  I  have  since  tried  it 
on  my  ponds  and  caught  a  number  of  brown  trout 
of  about  1  lb.,  and  rainbows  of  21b.  or  3lb.,  and 
also  some  lively  two-year-old  rainbow,  which 
with  their  jumping  and  tender  mouths  were  about 
the  best  test.  I  find  the  hook  holds  just  as  well 
as  a  barbed  one,  so  long  as  one  keeps  a  tight  line, 
and  even  when  giving  a  fish  lots  of  slack  to  swim 
about  with  the  hook  only  occasionally  came 
away,  and  no  fish  came  unhooked  when  jumping, 
althougli  the  point  of  the  rod  was  always  lowered. 
The  peculiar  twist  in  the  bend  gets  a  very  good 
hold  in  a  fish's  mouth.  The  absence  of  barb 
is  a  great  blessing  if  one  gets  the  hook  hitched  up 
in  one's  clothes. 

"  I  return  the  fly,  and  you  will  see  it  has  had 
some  use,  and  I  had  to  tie  on  a  fresh  piece  of  gut." 

Some  day  when  anglers  are  too  many  for  the 
fish  we  shall  have  to  have  recourse  to  one  hook, 
and  that  without  a  barb. 


That  Golden  Trout. 

Mr.  G.  A.  Boulenger,  F.R.S.,  of  the  British 
Museum  (Natural  History),  to  whom  I  sent  the 
curiously  golden  trout  a  correspondent  sent  me, 
writes : — 

"  Many  thanks  for  the  golden  trout  (a  case  of 
icterism)  which  I  find  on  my  return  from  a  holiday 
on  the  Continent.  It  is  a  very  interesting  speci- 
men, which  I  am  glad  to  add  to  the  Museum 
collection." 

It  is  the  first  time  that  I  ever  heard  of  fish 
suffering  from  jaundice ;  in  fact,  it  did  not  seem  to 
be  suffering  at  all,  as  it  was  in  very  nice  condition. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


THE  ELEVENTH  INTEKNATIONAL 
FLY  AND  BAIT  CASTINQ 
TOUKNAMENT. 

To  BE  HELD  ON    THURSDAY,  JuLY  9,  AND  FrIDAV, 

July  10,  1908,  in  the  Great  Stadium,  Franco- 
British  Exhibition,  Shepherd's  Bush,  W. 

{Copy  of  letter  asking  anglers  for  their  support.) 

"Dear  Sir,— I  have  pleasure  in  handing  you 
herewith  a  copy  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  contain- 
ing the  preliminary  programme  of  the  above 
Tournament,  and,  as  an  angler,  I  trust  it  may 
interest  you. 

"  It  has  been  organised  by  invitation  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Lord  Desborough,  C.V.O.,  President  of  the 
British  Olympic  Association,  to  illustrate  one  of 
the  representative  sports  of  Great  Britain  at  the 
Franco-British  Exhibition,  and  the  gentlemen 
whose  names  appear  on  the  Tournament  Com- 
mittee have  formulated  a  series  of  competitions 
which  they  believe  will  be,  not  only  interesting  to 
the  general  public,  but  instructive  to  the  practical 
angler.  ' 

"  The  statement  of  policy  is  sufficiently  explana- 
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tory  of  the  general  principles  of  the  Tournament, 
and  I  venture  to  ask  your  kind  assistance  in 
carrying  it  through. 

"  In  previous  Tournaments  prizes  in  kind  have 
been  offered.  These  were  given  to  a  large  extent 
by  the  fishing  tackle  and  kindred  trades,  such 
prizes  (some  of  them  of  considerable  value)  were 
very  gi-atefully  appreciated  by  all  concerned  ;  but 
they  were  obviously  open  to  the  suggestion  that 
they  were  given  for  the  purpose,  more  or  less, 
of  advertisement.  The  committee  on  the 
present  occasion  desire  to  keep  this  Tournament 
entirely  dissociated  from  any  suggestion  of  that 
nature,  and  it  has  been  decided  to  offer  gold  and 
silver  medals  instead,  in  order  that  it  may  not  be 
thought  to  fall  below  the  standard  of  the  other 
International  Contests  which  will  be  held  at  the 
exhibition.  This  necessarily  entails  a  greater 
monetary  outlay,  and  it  is  estimated  that  about 
^150  will  be  required  to  ensure  success. 

"  May  the  committee  hope  that  you  will,  in  the 
interests  of  sport  assist,  them  with  a  donation 
towards  this  object  ? 

"It  is  confidently  hoped  that  many  of  the 
American  experts  will  come  over  and  compete, 
and  a  comparison  of  results  achieved  by  them  with 
their  tackle  and  methods  will  be  particularly 
(  interesting. 

"  Mr.  E.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  is  chairman  and  hon.  treasurer,  and  gives 
the  free  use  of  that  journal  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Tournament.  Donations  will  be  acknowledged  in 
its  columns,  unless  otherwise  desired. 

"  It  is  proposed  to  hand  any  surplus  there  may 
be,  after  all  expenses  have  been  paid,  to  the 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 

"  With  apologies  for  troubling  you   at  such 
length,  I  am.  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 
"  15,  Atherton-road,  '<  J.  T.  Emery, 

"  Forest  Gate,  E.  «  Hon.  Sec. 

"  P-S.— Eeaders  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  who 
care  to  help  towards  the  prize  fund  should  send 
any  sums  they  care  to  give  by  cheque  or  postal- 
order." 


WITH  A  TROUT  EOD  ON 
LOCH  EARN. 


"With  a  Zulu  for  a  dropper 

And  a  Butcher  on  your  cast. 
It  is  good  to  raise  a  "  whopper  " 

And  to  hook  His.  Greatness  fast,' 
Then  to  let  him,  ere  you  get  him, 

Turn  your  pirn  with  sweet  refrain. 
Till  anear  the  boat  you  net  him 

On  a  Highland  loch  again !  " 

As  he  drifts  before  a  south-west  wind  from  the 
shores  of  Edinample  Bay,  the  ancient  stronghold 
of  Edinample  Castle  astern  of  him,  the  heather- 
clad  mountain  of  Ben  Ouhr  still  further  to  the 
south,  the  towering  heights  of  lofty  Ben  Voirlich 
away  to  the  eastwards,  and  the  gorge  of  "  wild  Glen 
■  Ogle  "  (the  Scots  Khyber  Pass)  to  the  north,  what 
lovelier  view  in  the  whole  land  of  "  brown  heath 
and  shaggy  wood"  could  gladden  the  eye  of  the 
discriminating  disciple  of  Izaak  Walton  ?  Far  as 
sight  can  reach  in  every  direction  the  panorama  is 
one  of  extreme  magnificence  where — • 

"  Reposes  East  and  West  Loch  Earn 
In  all  her  grandeur  sleeping. 
Here  fed  by  stern  Glen  Ogle's  bum, 
There  Ample's  waters  leaping." 

The  bases  of  the  surrounding  mountains  at 
many  points  almost  meet  the  water's  edge.  The 
hills  themselves,  ranging  in  height  from  over  3000ft. 
downwards,  are  diversified  in  character,  some  well 
wooded,  others  green  with  grass  and  bracken,  or, 
again,  almost  entirely  covered  with  heather. 
Before  a  chosen  Committee,  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  some  years  ago,  the  callage  of  Lochearn- 
head  and  its  neighbourhood  were  admitted  to 
contain  the  finest  scenery  in  all  Scotland.  In  the 
same  ratio  as  is  the  beauty  of  the  scene  to  that  of 
other  districts,  so  may  the  sport  be  said  to  be  in 
regard  to  trout-fishing.  True  that  the  trout  do 
not  average  a  great  size  (two  or  three  to  the  pound 
according  to  the  part  fished),  yet  there  are  lots  of 
them,  and  they  are  nice  shapely  fish  and  good 
fighters.  Moreover,  there  are  heavy  ones  to  be 
captured.  It  is  within  the  knowledge  of  the  writer 
that  one  rod  alone,  within  the  last  few  years,  has 
had  five  trout  aggregating  22 Jib.,  whilst  in  March 
of  this  year  a  fario  of  4ilb.  was  taken  on  the 


fly  in  cold  weather  with  some  snow  falling. 
The  pattern  was  a  small  brown  hackle  dressed 
above  two  hooks.  That  splendid  sportsman,  the 
late  John  Colquhoun,  author  of  "The  Moor  and 
the  Loch,"  says  therein,  "  the  gillaroo  is  further 
to  be  found  in  Loch  Earn."  The  so-called  Salnio 
fcrox  also  inhabits  it,  and  fish  up  to  101b.  weight 
are  on  record.  Trolling  at  a  considerable  depth 
(the  lake  is  at  some  parts  100  fathoms  deep)  is  the 
surest  method  of  enticing  the  latter  fish.  About 
3000  trout  fry  have  annually  been  turned  into 
the  loch  during  the  past  few  years.  The  latter, 
doubtless  crossing  with  the  aborigines,  have  much 
improved  the  sport.  Pounders  and  f -pounders  are 
not  uncommon  amongst  ordinary  loch  trout,  and 
when  a  fish  this  size  is  safely  in  the  proper  place 
for  it— namely,  the  bottom  of  the  boat — the  piscator 
should  not  fail  to  give  effect  to  the  sentiments 
contained  in  the  verse  : — 

"When  your  first  good  fish  lies  safely  within  the 
landing-net, 
His  tactics  ended  and  his  strength  all  spent, 
Of  all  things,  oh  !  be  careful  that  you  chance  not 
to  forget 
To  celebrate  the  fortunate  event ; 
For  no  more  big  chaps  you'll  capture,  strive  how- 
ever hard  you  will — 
My  gillie's  notion  and  my  own  I  quote — 
With  any  lure  that's  known  to  which  finny  fools 
are  prone,  till  ^ 
You've  drunk  a  drop  of  whisky  in  the  boat !  " 

The  story,  by  the  way,  of  the  gillie  who  could 
not  "  thole  "  (bear)  the  want  of  his  usual  drop  of 
the  "  auld  kirk  "  originated  on  Loch  Earn.  For 


purposes.    Amongst  the  most  killing  flies  on  Loch 
Earn  are  the  March  Brown,  Woodcock  Blae  and 
Teal  wings  with  different  bodies,  Zulu,  Grouse  and 
Claret,  Butcher,  Alexandra,  etc.,  and  as  a  general 
rule  these  should  all  be  of  the  smallest  loch  size.  As 
on  many  other  lochs,  the  deadliest  fly,  however,  is 
the  one  that  is  always  i?i  the  water.    In  regard  to 
trolling  for  the  heavier  fish,  blue  and  gold  and  silver 
Phantoms,  or,  better  still,  natural  baits,  such  as  parr- 
tail,  small  trout,  or  common  minnows,  will  at  times 
prove  effective.    Loch  Earn  is  all  open  to  the 
public,  and  considering  that  its  length  is  seven 
miles,  and  its  breadth  about  one  and  a  half  miles 
at  its  widest  part,  there  is  abimdance  of  room  for 
anglers.    Boats  and  gillies  can  be  hired  from  the 
hotels  at  either  end.    Of  other  waters  near,  the 
little  loch  of  Lairig  Eala,  about  four  rniles  north 
from  Lochearnhead,  contains  lots  of  small  trout, 
averaging    three    or  four    to    the    pound,  and 
can  be  conveniently  negotiated  from  that  place. 
Lochs    Voil    and    Doine,    which    adjoin  one 
another,    are    about   the   same   distance   in  a 
south-westerly  direction  from  the  latter  village, 
and  can  sometimes  be  fished  by  ticket  from  the 
proprietors.    These  lakes  contain  beautiful  fario, 
running  about  two  to  the  pound,  char,  and  'an 
occasional  salmon.      A  fish  of  the  latter  kind 
scaling  281b.  was  taken  last  year.    Near  at  hand, 
in  the  old  kirkyard  of  Balquhidder,  is  to  be  seen 
the  last  resting-place  of  Rob  Roy,  "  wild  chieftain 
of  a  savage  clan,"  of  whose  depredations  many 
traditions  still  linger  in  the  neighbourhood.  Other 
objects  of  historical   interest  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  Loch  Earn  are  St.  Blane's  Chapel  at 
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IMarqtd.'i  of  Breadalbane. 


three  successive  days  he  had  taken  a  teetotal 
Sassenach  to  the  likeliest  places,  and  good  creels 
were  the  result.  On  the  fourth  day,  the  flask  still 
being  conspicuous  by  its  absence,  the  boatman 
purposely  drifted  his  craft  over  water  he  knew  was 
likely  to  prove  unproductive.  On  being  interrogated 
as  to  the  absence  of  sport,  he  replied,  "  Ah,  weel  ! 
if  thel-e  is  nae  fuskey  in  the  boat,  the  good  sport 
will  neffer  be  lasting.  Nae  fuskey,  nae  fush.  If 
she  will  be  bringing  a  dram  the  morn,  she  will  see 
a  difference  in  tae  fush  for  herself  whateffer." 

The  loch  additionally  contains  char,  and  good 
baskets  of  the  latter  fish  are  often  killed  by  night 
fishing.    Though  salmon  have  as  easy  access  into 
Loch  Earn  as  Loch  Tay,  and  undoubtedly  do  get 
into  the  former,  they  are  curiously  enough  not 
often  caught  there.    Last  year,  however,  several 
clean  fish  were  captured  in  the  River  Earn  higher 
up  than  usual,  and  one  or  two   in   the  loch 
If  more  angled  for  in  the  latter  there  might  be 
better  results.    April,  May,  and  June  are  the  best 
raonths  for  trouting  with  the  fly  for  the  ordinary 
sized  fario ;  and  especially  good  months  are  the  , 
two  last  named,  though  nice  baskets  are  taken 
throughout  the  entire  season     The  Lochearnhead  ! 
end  of  the  lake  is  the  surest  for  sport.    This  fact  is  ' 
due  to  four  feeders  here  mingling  their  waters  with  i 
those  of  Loch  Earn.    These  tributaries— namely,  j 
the   Kedrum,   the   Ample,   the   Ogle,   and    the  ! 
Beich — all  contain  lots  of  small  trout,  and  at 
the  "  back  end  "  large  loch  ones  ascend  for  spawning 


the  west  end  (tradition  has  it  that  the  saint  of 
that  name  is  buried  there,  and  that  before  his 
death  he  predicted  that  the  landowners  where  he 
was  interred  should  never  be  wealthy  or  lasting)  ; 
Edinample  Castle,  on  the  south  shore,  now  used  as 
a  shooting-box,  and  the  property  of  the  Breadal- 
bane Campbells  ;  the  Falls  of  Ample,  to  be  seen 
in   front   of   this   stronghold   (here   the  brawl- 
ing   stream    forms    the    finest   double  cascade 
in  the  district)  ;  Ardvoirlicli  House,  also  on  the 
southern  margin  (this  mansion  is  the  "  Darlin- 
varach  "  of  Scott  in  the  "Legend  of  Montrose," 
and  was  the  scene  of  many  deeds  of  rapine  and 
carnage,  especially  by  the  MacGregors  in  days 
of  yore)  ;  and  the  Neish  Island,  at  the  east  or 
St.  Fillans  end  of  the  lake,  where  the  tragedy 
between  the  Neishes  and  the  MacNabs  occurred. 
The  aforementioned  only  constitute  a  few  of  the 
many  interesting  places  for  the  pilgrim  to  visit  in 
an  environment  that  is  as  rich  in  historic  incident 
and  legend  as  it  is  enticing   in   regard  to  the 
productiveness   and   the   beauty   of   its  angling 
waters.  C.  J.  H.  Cassels. 


Where  to  Go  to  Fish.— Information  where  to  go  for  flsliing 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  on  the  Continent,  and  in  other  parts  of 
the  world  is  given  in  "  The  Angler's  Diary,"  over  300  pages. 
New  edition  now  ready.  Sent,  post  free  for  Is.  8d.  in  stamps, 
by  the  Manager,  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London,  E.C. 
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FEEE   AND    GOOD   FISHING  IN 
LAKE  LESJEKOGEN,  EOMSDAL, 
NOKWAY. 


It  is  impossible  for  me  to  think  of  the  charms  of 
Lake  Lesjekogen  •without  calling  up  the  gentle 
ruddy  Norwegian  face  of  Frederic — one  of  the  most 
capable  of  boatmen,  the  most  skilful  of  fishermen, 
and  the  most  delightful  of  men.  Lake  Lesjekogen 
would  never  be  quite  the  same  thing  for  me  with- 
out Frederic ;  and  Frederic  lives  not  at  Molmen, 
but  at  Stuefloten,  a  station  some  six  miles  from  the 
,  lake.  He  works  there  upon  the  farm.  And  to 
fish  Lake  Lesjekogen  I  personally  should  always 
stay  at  Stuefloten  rather  than  at  Molmen,  largely 
on  Frederic's  account,  but  also  for  other  delightful 
reasons  which  I  shall  endeavour  to  explain. 

Lake  Lesjekogen  is  a  large  shallow  lake,  about 
two  miles  long,  at  the  very  head  of  the  Eomsdal 
on  the  one  side,  and  of  the  Gudbrandsdal  on  the 
other.  It  forms  the  watershed  between  the  Atlantic 
on  the  west  and  the  Skager  Eack  on  the  south  of 
Norway.  The  fishing  is  free  and  very  dependable. 
The  water  teems  with  yellow  trout  and  grayling, 
running  up  to  a  pound  and  a  half,  and  averaging 
about  tliree-quarters  of  a  pound,  and  is  com- 
paratively little  fished.  I  have  rarely  seen  a  boat 
upon  the  lake  except  the  one  I  occupied,  which 
belongs  to  Stuefloten,  and  is  at  the  service  of 
visitors  to  that  inn. 

The  best  way  to  reach  Stuefloten  is  to  go  by 
boat  from  Bergen  to  Molde  and  thence  by  boat  to 
Aandalsniis.  There  a  stolkjaerre  or  cariole  conveys 
the  happy  sportsman  up  the  Eomsdal  Valley  by 
the  side  of  the  Eauma  river,  up  beyond  the  highest 
tide  of  steamer  tourists.  The  tourists,  like  the 
salmon,  stop  at  the  foot  of  the  great  terraced  plateau 
over  which  and  through  which  the  Eauma  tears 
its  way  amid  the  entrails  of  mountains  to  the  sea. 
And  there,  right  at  the  top  of  the  watershed,  amid 
the  most  extraordinary  scenery  of  fir  and  out- 
cropping rock,  stands  Stuefloten  Inn  and  Station, 
one  of  the  most  comfortable  of  hostelries,  with 
excellent  and  abundant  fare,  a  fine  old  parlour 
with  huge  "  peis  "  chimneypiece  and  a  great  log 
fire  for  chilly  evenings,  and  an  inclusive  charge  of 
something  like  four  shillings  per  day.  In  front  of 
the  inn  and  farm — for  the  Stueflotens  are  farmer- 
proprietors  first  and  innkeepers  afterwards — rushes 
the  Eauma.  You  will  catch  little  in  the  Eauma, 
whose  rocky  bed  affords  poor  feeding  for  trout, 
though  down  below  of  course  it  is  a  famous 
salmon  stream,  with  which  we  are  not  here  con- 
cerned. But  it  is  pleasant  after  a  lazy  day  off  to 
lift  up  one's  rod  and  stroll  down  for  a  cast  in  its 
limpid  rocky  pools  and  streams.  One  catches  a 
few,  and  they  are  all  the  more  valued  for  their 
rarity.  But  one  of  the  advantages  of  making 
Stuefloten  one's  headquarters  is  to  be  able  to  fish 
the  Ulvaa,  one  of  the  tributaries  of  the  Eauma, 
which  affords  excellent  fishing  just  where  it  makes 
its  exit  from  the  Ulvedals-Vand.  It  is  a  long 
tramp  there  and  back,  but  it  is  worth  it.  Two 
and  three  pounders  are  to  be  had,  and  they  fight 
hard  and  long.  I  have  never  fished  the  Ulvedals- 
Vand  itself,  the  lake  from  which  the  Ulvaa  flows. 
There  was  no  boat  available  when  I  was  there  ; 
but  I  believe  that  it  swarms  with  big  fish,  a 
sample  of  which  are  those  to  h&  caught  in  the 
uppermost  waters  of  the  Ulvaa  river. 

There  is  also  a  little  black  lake  near  Stuefloten 
called,  I  think,  the  Sort  Vand,  or  Black  Water. 
You  cross  the  bridge  over  the  Eauma  above 
Stuefloten,  and  find  it  after  half  an  hour's  walk 
amongst  the  bilberries  and  crowberries,  in  a  fold 
of  the  hills.  The  fish  there  will  not  rise  to  the 
fly  ;  I  tried  there  many  a  time  -and  never  saw  life. 
But  one  evening  a  Swede,  who  could  not  cast  a  fly 
to  save  his  life,  marched  into  dinner  at  the  head  of 
a  procession  of  admiring  relations  bearing  a  huge 
black  monster  which  he  had  captured  by  trolling 
with  a  spoon  for  a  short  time  that  afternoon. 
There  is  no  outlet  to  the  lake,  and  the  trout 
having  become  wholly  cannibal  refuse  bait  which 
does  not  swim.  There  are  also  many  lengthy 
excursions  which  may  be  made.  But  it  will  be 
upon  the  fishing  in  Lesjekogen  Vand  that  the 
sportsmen  will  most  rely  for  every-day  fishing. 
And,  of  course,  he  may  for  that  purpose  also  stay 
either  at  the  inn  at  Molmen — where  there  are 
boats  at  the  west  end  of  the  lake — or  at  Lesjewerk, 
on  the  east  end.  It  is  the  west  end  of  the  lake 
that  one  fishes  from  Stuefloten,  and,  of  course, 
Molmen  is  much  nearer  to  the  waterside,    I  have 


also  stayed  at  Lesjewerk,  at  the  east  end,  and  had 
excellent  takes.  But  I  always  took  Frederic  with 
me  as  driver  and  boatman,  and  I  cannot  speak 
with  authority  as  to  whether  a  boatman  is  to  be 
had  there.  It  is  quite  a  comfortable  place  in  every 
way,  and  a  boat  is  available  for  those  staying  at 
the  inn  there  as  well  as  at  Molmen. 

The  flesh  of  the  trout  of  the  lake  has  a  rich  pink 
colour,  and  is  excellent  eating,  especially  in  a  land 
where  meat  is  the  least  admirable  of  the  many 
articles  of  diet ;  and  with  unlimited  eggs  and  cream 
and  ground  fruit,  there  is  no  danger  of  insufl&cient 
sustenance. 

Lake  Lesjekogen  is  a  beautiful  lake,  dotted  with 
islands  and  stirrounded  by  woods.  Many  a  time 
have  I  lain  and  gazed  idly  upon  its  beauties  when 
the  wind  has  fallen  at  midday,  and  the  grayling, 
safe  for  the  present,  so  far  as  I  was  concerned, 
were  rising  all  round  me  upon  the  hopelessly  glassy 
surface  of  the  lake. 

The  charm  of  that  scene  has  imprinted  itself 
ineradicably  upon  my  mind,  more  deeply,  perhaps, 
even  than  the  excitement  of  the  sport  itself.  But 
perhaps  amongst  the  readers  of  this  article  there 
are  those  to  whom,  as  to  Frederic,  a  dead  calm  is 
no  impediment  to  sport.  For  many  a  time  have  I 
watched  him  in  these  very  blazing  hours  of  breath- 
less noon  casting  his  flies  over  the  rising  grayling. 
How  the  line  shot  far  out  in  a  fine  curve  upon  the 
breathless  air  I  How  the  upper  fold  of  the  curve 
rolled  itself  out  parallel  to  the  surface  until  the 
flies  alighted  upon  the  water  in  perfect  sequence 
just  over  the  required  spot,  and  before  even  the 
ripple  made  by  the  rising  grayling  had  passed 
away.  Then  came  a  slight  drag  of  the  flies  over 
the  water  by  drawing  the  line  gently  through  the 
rings  with  the  hand,  and  in  an  instant  the  water 
was  churned  by  the  rushes  of  the  struggling  fish. 
And  that  was  wet-fly  fishing  on  a  lake  without  a 
breath  of  wind !  Well,  well ;  we  cannot  all  do 
that,  or  we  may  do  it  once  or  twice  and  then  we 
are  done.  I  must  say  for  myself  I  need  a  ripple, 
and  oh,  that  I  were  lucky  enough  to  see  it  on  Lake 
Lesjekogen  once  more  I  Zulu. 


THE  MOSQUITO  TKOUBLE. 


In  a  now  probably  forgotten  book  written  by 
the  late  General  Dashwood  when  a  young  officer  in 
the  15th  Eegiment  ("  Chiploquorgan,"  or  Life  by 
the  Camp  Fire  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada  and 
Newfoundland),  he  gave  some  good  advice  to 
sportsmen  as  to  fishing  and  shooting,  and  upon 
this  particular  point  of  mosquito  trouble  said  : — 

"  There  are  many  receipts  for  keeping  off  flies. 
The  most  effective  of  any,  and  I  have  tried  most  of 
them,  is  a  mixture  of  hog's  lard  and  Stockholm 
tar,  three  parts  of  the  former  and  one  of  the  latter 
mixed  together.  It  easily  washes  off,  the  grease 
preventing  it  sticking.  With  a  small  box  of  this 
in  my  pocket  I  could  always  in  a  few  minutes 
render  myself  proof  against  mosquitoes,  black 
flies,  or  sand  flies.  .  .  .  This  specific  requires  to  be 
renewed  about  every  hour." 

This  stands  good  to  the  present  day,  and  if  there 
is  anything  more  effective  than  has  been  discovered 
of  late  years  sportsmen,  we  are  sure,  would  be  glad 
to  hear  of  it.  The  great  point  to  be  observed  is 
the  hourly  renewal  of  the  ointment.  The  author 
found  a  veil  also  serviceable,  but  his  experience 
was  our  own,  namely,  that  it  interfered  with  the 
sight.  In  another  chapter  of  his  book  Mr.  Dash- 
wood  added  another  bit  of  sound  advice  : — 

"  I  was  got  up  in  a  smock  and  trowsers  of  blue 
drill,  which  I  found  to  be  the  best  dress  for  the 
mosquitoes,  as  being  both  light  and  impervious  to 
their  stings.  The  ends  of  my  trowsers  were  tucked 
into  my  socks,  to  prevent  any  ingress  at  that  point 
of  black  flies  or  other  villainous  winged  insects." 

There  are,  of  course,  a  good  many  preparations 
on  the  market,  most  of  which  have  in  different 
degrees  been  found  pleasant  and  serviceable  and 
have  been  spoken  well  of  by  anglers.  But  for  real 
mosquito  and  sand  fly  country  experience  would 
seem  to  show  that  the  most  drastic  remedies  are 
required. — Field. 


"Wet-Fly  Fishing,  Treated  Methodically,"  by  E.  M. 

Tod.  New  Edition.  Illustrated.  "  Written  by  a  fisherman  who 
has  practised  the  art  with  phenomenal  success." — Scottish  Field. 
Can  be  had,  post  free,  for  68.  id.  by  sending  crossed  cheque  or 
postal  order  to  the  Manager,  FiSHlNa  Gazette,  St.  Duugtan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.O. 


"JOE-DAD"  AND  HIS  GUNS. 


It  had  been  a  freezing  day  in  the  early  fall. 
"Joe-Dad"  Jackson  and  I  had  been  stowed  away 
all  day  in  a  willow  "  blind"  at  the  head  of  Bass 
Lake,  and  the  pintails  and  mallards  had  been 
coming  in  fairly  well.  Our  boat  had  been  tied  to 
a  willow  clump  at  the  rear  of  the  "  blind,"  and  we 
had  shot  mostly  from  three  sides  of  our  ambush. 
These  shoal-water  ducks  are  easier  to  kill  than  the 
bluebills,  redheads,  and  canvasbacks,  but  all  ducks 
are  marvels  when  it  comes  to  sneaking  away  after 
they  a^-e  crippled. 

I  was  shooting  my  old  favourite,  a  hammer-gun, 
which  seemed  almost  as  obsolete  as  a  matchlock 
when  compared  to  "  Joe-Dad's  "  hammerless  and 
strictly  modem  repeating  shotgun.  It  was  instruc- 
tive and  fearsome  to  see  the  grizzled  "pusher" 
throw  these  six  shots  into  a  bunch  of  ducks  before 
they  could  climb  over  the  treetops.  Once  they  set 
their  wings  and  curved  down  and  into  the  live 
decoys  there  was  no  getting  away  from  those  six 
charges. 

I've  always  stuck  to  a  double  gun  myself  as 
being  fast  enough  for  me,  and  I  must  have  the 
hammers  on  a  gun,  or  it  seems  "  bobtailed  "  to  me. 
It  always  appeared  to  me  as  if  "Joe-Dad"  sensed 
when  he  had  a  cripple  or  two  d.own,  for  he  invari- 
ably saved  a  load  or  two  for  such  birds,  and  many 
a  wounded  duck  was  cut  down  as  it  crawled 
stealthily  away  toward  the  shelter  of  smartweed 
growth  and  fallen  logs  by  the  rapid  fire  execution 
of  the  old  "  pusher's  "  weapon. 

After  we  had  rowed  out  from  the  "  blind," 
preparatory  to  eating  dinner  and  starting  back  for 
camp,  I  began  to  question  the  old  man  about  his 
fancy  for  a  newfangled  gun. 

"  Seems  to  me,  '  Joe-Dad,'  "  said  I,  "  you'd  stick 
to  the  old  hammer-guns,  like  me." 

"  I've  shot  many  a  gun,"  was  his  reply,  "  and  I 
jist  goes  up,  up,  up  until  I  gets  the  best  so  fur. 
Before  I  git  through  shootin'  I  reckon  ther'll  be 
some  fresh  gun  invented  that'll  beat  this  here  one, 
but  so  fur  it's  the  king  bee.  I  hain't  remember 
when  I  didn't  have  a  gun  in  my  hand.  Some 
young  'uns  is  horned  with  a  silver  spoon  in  their 
mouths,  I've  heard  folks  say,  but  for  me,  the  day  I 
was  put  in  the  home-made  box  cradel  pap's  boss 
pistol  laid  at  the  foot  of  it,  and  I  was  jist  natchally 
fo'ced  to  be  a  hunter." 

"  Joe-Dad  "  halted  the  boat  at  the  side  of  a  dry 
basswood  stump  sticking  a  few  feet  out  of  the 
water,  and,  taking  a  short-handled  axe  up,  he  cut 
into  the  tinder  heart  of  the  tree,  and  started  a  fire 
in  the  aperture,  setting  in  a  frying-pan  and  warm- 
ing up  some  sausage  and  meat  which  we  had 
brought  along,  and  giving  some  sliced  potatoes  a 
freshening.  After  that  the  coffee  pot  was  stuck 
into  the  same  place,  and  the  pimk  in  the  tree  and 
some  splinters  sufficed  to  give  us  hot  coffee  in 
a  spot  where  there  was  no  solid  ground  for 
miles. 

"  Lots  o'  tricks  in  the  swamps,"  said  the 
"  pusher,"  meditatively  swallowing  a  fourth  cup 
of  coffee  and  eating  the  sugar  out  of  the  bottom  of 
the  cup.  "  Here's  stoves  and  wood  a-setting  up 
endways  all  over  this  neck  of  woods,  an'  yit  there's 
fellows  that  row  three  miles  to  git  somewhere  to 
build  a  fire." 

After  we  had  filled  up  and  got  back  to  camp,  I 
again  bantered  the  old  man  about  the  subject  of 
guns,  and  particularly  lauded  the  merits  of  double- 
barrelled  guns.  Finally  I  got  "  Joe-Dad  "  started 
on  one  of  his  talking  spells,  and  he  began  with 
some  early  history  as  to  firearms  he  had 
handled. 

"  I  reckon  I'll  never  furgit  the  fust  gun  I 
handled,"  said  he.  " 'Twuz  a  bored-out  musket 
pap  fetched  from  the  war.  He  bored  her  out  after 
he  got  home,  an'  sawed  about  a  foot  oft'  the  bar'l. 
She  wuz  a  wicked  shooter,  an'  you  had  to  git 
musket  caps  fer  the  nipple,  cuz  ordinary  caps  wuz 
too  small.  I  used  to  rest  her  on  a  log  at  first  an' 
whale  away  at  the  ducks  on  the  set.  My  jaw  was 
pretty  near  stove  to  pieces  huntin'  with  that  fusee, 
but  I'd  git  the  ducks. 

"By  Ned,  I've  seen  the  lakes  around  here  black 
as  a  cat  with  ducks.  I've  waited  fur  half  an  hour 
to  git  a  bunch  o'  bluebills  er  mallards  in  line  so's  I 
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could  fetch  a  dozen  or  so  at  a  crack.  I'd  give  a 
soft  whistle  sometimes  to  git  'em  to  raise  their 
heads,  an'  then  turn  loose  down  the  line  o' 
necks. 

"  The  next  gun  I  had  wuz  a  single-bar'l  ole 
fowling  piece ;  come  from  England  or  somewhere. 
'Twuz  so  long  I  had  to  lay  her  down  to  pour  the 
powder  an'  shot  into  her.  Kicked  wussn'  the 
musket,  but  bein'  bigger  in  the  bore,  she  could  do 
more  damage  to  the  ducks.  Then  when  I  gits  big 
enough  to  shoot  fer  the  market,  pap  gits  me  a 
sure-enough  double-bar'l.  I  wuz  the  proudest 
youngster  in  these  here  bottoms  the  day  pap 
fetched  her  home  and  says :  '  Here  y'are,  Joe  ; 
now  see  ef  you  kin  make  the  fur  fly.'  I'd  already 
been  shooting  a  little  on  the  wing,  an'  from  the 
day  I  gits  the  double-bar'l  I  commenced  to  be  a 
wing  shot  for  sure. 

"  An'  then,  after  awhile,  comes  the  britch-loaders. 
I  gits  me  one,  an'  I  gits  the  best,  a  ten-bore,  an' 
Lord,  how  she'd  roar  with  five  drams  o'  black 
powder.  An'  shoot  ?  Well,  I  reckon.  An'  last, 
an'  so  fur  best,  I  buys  me  a  repeating  shotgun.  I 
worked  with  that  gun  a-Saturday  all  day  a-gitting 
the  hang  o'  pumpin'  her,  until  I  could  work  the 
lever  faster'n  a  three-card  man  moves  the  keerds  at 
a  county  fair. 

"  Monday  mornin'  befo'  daybreak  I  sneaked 
to'rds  Ridge  pond,  calculatin'  to  knock  over  a 
woodchuck  that  had  been  raidin'  me  lately.  I 
gits  close  to  his  den  an'  waits  fer  him  to  stick 
his  nose  out.  It  was  right  close  to  the  edge  of 
the  water,  not  mor'n  fifty  yards  off,  an'  timber 
all  around.  Jist  as  old  Mr.  Chuck  h'ists  his 
snoot  'bove  the  ground  I  sees  a  grey  squir'l  run 
out  from  an  oak  an'  set  up,  switchin'  his  tail. 
An'  as  I  raises  my  gun,  with  five  loads  in  the 
magazine  an'  one  in  the  bar'l,  makin'  six  loads  in 
all,  I  hears  a  sort  of  a  '  wheesh,  wheesh '  comin' 
through  the  trees,  an'  I  squints  over  my  shoulder, 
an'  here  comes  a  big  old  mallard  drake  through  the 
timber.  I  cuts  loose  an'  doubles  the  woodchuck 
with  the  first  load,  throws  in  a  second  shell 
quicker'n  scat,  nails  the  squir'l  as  he  turns,  reloads, 
soaks  the  mallard  as  he  turns,  and  as  he  hits  the 
wet  ground  close  to  the  pond  up  jumps  a  jacksnipe, 
which  I  downs  in  midaii*  as  he  jumps,  an'  jist  then 
a  duckhawk  darts  down  an'  snatches  my  '  jack  '  as 
he  drops,  an'  I  blisters  Mr.  Duckhawk  with  load 
number  five,  an'  slams  in  the  last  load  ready  for 
anything  else,  an',  sure  ,nuff,  as  the  hawk  an'  the 
snipe  hits  the  pond,  up  jumps  a  five-pound  big- 
mouth  bass,  an'  I  gathers  him  with  the  last 
shell. 

"  I'd  been  shootin'  so  fast  that  I  goes  through 
the  motion  of  pumpin'  in  another  shell,  but  when 
she  clicks  empty  I  see  I'm  out  o'  ammunition. 
So  I  hikes  fer  the  pond  to  git  the  snipe,  not  carin' 
fer  the  durned  hawk  an'  the  mallard,  which  is  on 
land  close  to  the  pond.  Well,  sir,  as  I  runs  down 
hill  I  jumps  over  a  log  layin'  there,  an'  the  gun 
flies  out  o'  my  hand,  an'  as  sure  as  we're  sittin' 
here,  the  stock  comes  down  on  a  seven-foot  black 
snake  a-layin'  quoiled  up  by  a  stump,  an'  jist 
natcherally  busts  him  wide  open,  killin'  him 
deader'n  a  door  nail. 

"  I  never  waited  to  pick  up  the  gun,  but  went 
out  and  fished  out  the  snipe  with  a  chunk  o'  brush, 
an'  retrieved  my  duck.  Then  I  come  back  an'  got 
the"  squir'l,  an'  bimeby  the  bass  floated  in  with 
'bout  'leven  shot  through  him.  I  reckon  that  wuz 
about  the  most  excitin'  time  fer  the  time  it  took 
that  I  ever  had  in  my  life.  An'  where  would  I 
a'been  ef  it  hadn't  a-happened  that  I  had  six  shots 
'stid  o'  two  '?  I'd  a-probably  been  p'intin'  around, 
not  knowin'  jist  what  I  did  want  to  shoot  at,  an' 
might  a-lost  everything. 

"  I  came  back  to  the  shanty  an'  had  fried  black 
bass,  an'  stewed  squir'l,  an'  roast  duck,  an'  snipe 
on  toast  fer  dinner.  Yes,  sir,  an'  I  reckon  ef  I'd 
been  pestered  with  the  old  double-bar'l  mebbe  I'd 
a-got  the  squir'l  an'  no  more." 

"  But  what  did  you  do  with  the  chipmunk,  '  Joe- 
Dad  '  ?  "  was  my  inquiry. 

"  What  chipmunk  wuz  that  ?  "  asked  the  grizzled 
"  pusher." 

"  The  one  you  jumped  on  when  you  cleared  the 
log  as  you  ran  down  to  the  lake,"  was  my  answer. 
"  Don't  you  remember  killing  a  chipmunk  when 
you  jumped  the  log  ?  "  The  eyes  of  the  "  pusher  " 
brightened.  He  cut  a  three-inch  crescent  in  a 
plug  of  black  navy  with  one  sweep  of  his  masterful 
"  grinders." 

"  I'd  plumb  fergot  that  chipmunk,"  said  "  Joe- 
Dad." — Ernest  McGaffey  in  Chicago  Tribune, 


JUVENILE  ANGLEES. 


Angling  is  the  favourite  amusement  of  a  portion 
of  the  contemplative  and  studious  part  of  the 
community.  Anglers  are  generally  of  an  ingenious 
turn  of  mind  ;  indeed,  the  very  employment  calls 
forth  more  exertions  of  the  intellect  than  any  of 
the  other  field  sports  ;  for  it  may  be  said  that 
shooting  requires  skill,  but  not  more  than  what 
practice  will  teach  ;  hunting  requires  a  courageous 
determination,  with  some  judgment,  and  aknowledge 
of  the  country  you  hunt ;  but  angling  requires  the 
greatest  skill  and  patience  to  lure  the  subtile  fish. 
A  nicety  in  your  tackle,  judgment  of  the  proper 
depth  and  in  what  part  of  the  water  you  throw 
your  line,  a  watchful  eye  and  tractable  hand,  are 
all  essential  to  good  sport.  Walton,  in  his  day, 
said  the  best  roach  anglers  were  in  London  ;  we 
may  also  say  they  are  the  best  of  the  present  time. 
The  rivers  'Thames  and  Lea  have  great  numbers  of 
roach  and  dace,  and  being  situated  within  a  con- 
venient distance  of  the  metropolis,  they  give  the 
lovers  of  angling  abundant  opportunity  of  indulging 
in  their  favourite  amusement. 

A  great  nicety  is  required  to  fish  well  for  roach. 
The  best  anglers  always  fish  with  a  single  hair  and 
small  float  in  a  gentle  swim.  It  is  amusing  to  see 
the  parties,  frequently  on  a  Saturday  night, 
equipped  with  their  baskets  and  tackle,  walking 
out  eight  or  ten  miles  to  favourite  haunts,  purposely 
to  be  ready  for  their  sport  by  the  dawn  of  the  day, 
and  as  they  journey  each  man  tells  a  tale  to 
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beguile  time.  This  is  real  enjoyment  to  men  whose 
pursuits  confine  them  in  the  smoke  of  a  large  and 
populous  city. 

The  present  subject,  "  The  Juvenile  Anglers," 
will,  perhaps,  incline  many  of  our  readers  to  take  a 
retrospective  glance  at  their  early  days,  when  their 
sports  were  eagerly  pursued,  never  fearing  the 
passing  shower.  How  strong  are  these  impressions 
when  wandering  by  the  side  of  our  native  streams  ! 
How  well  we  recollect  every  deep  or  gentle  swim, 
the  sport  we  had  near  the  bridge,  the  line  we  lost 
on  this  root,  and  the  many  fish  lost  from  want  of 
skill  and  patience,  being  too  eager  to  obtain  our 
prize,  for  eagerness  is  ever  the  concomitant  of  youth. 
Riper  years  and  experience  teach  discretion.  How 
delightful  to  sit  on  the  margin  of  some  sedgy 
stream,  lost  to  the  world  in  peaceful  retirement  I 
— Sporting  Magazine,  1822. 


A  CORBESPONDENT  of  the  W eidmanusheil  gives 
the  following  curious  illustration  of  the  habits  of 
the  otter.  He  had  hidden  the  body  of  an  old  hare 
which  had  been  killed  by  a  mowing  machine  in  the 
high  grass  close  to  the  banks  of  a  river.  When  out 
trying  to  get  a  shot  at  an  owl  in  the  evening,  he 
noticed  a  large  otter  plunge  into  the  water  close  to 
where  the  hare's  body  lay.  On  examining  it  he 
found  that  its  head  and  shoulders  were  missing, 
having  apparently  been  devoured  by  the  otter. 


Scene. — The  BanJcs  of  the  Costa, 

Dramatis  Persona: : 

PiscATOR  Senior  (an  old  hand), 
PiscATOR  Junior  [a  young  hut  confident  hand). 
Amicus  {acting  gilUe  to  Piscator  Senior). 

P.  S.  loq.  : 

Up  to  the  wandering  Costa,  three  or  four  seasons 

ago, 

I  had  an  invitation,  "  Come,  and  I'll  give  you  a 
show," 

"  Grayling  and  trout  in  sackfuls  :  " — thus  was  the 

message  sent. 
Full  of  anticipation  I  to  the  Costa  went. 

Paint  to  yourself  a  brooklet,  two  or  three  perches 
wide, 

Barely  a  bit  of  welcome  covert  on  either  side : 
Depth,  say  a  foot ;  no  stickles ;  water  as  clear 
as  gin ; 

Banks  well  above  the  level;  visible  every  fin. 

Fish  to  be  seen  in  plenty:  what -was  the  use  of 
that  ? 

Lying  serene  on  the  bottom,  shapely  and  fine 
and  fat. 

Hardly  a  tail  that  waggled,  hardly!  a  winking 
eye, 

Save  when  a  lonely  Olive,  once  in  an  hour, 
went  by. 

Feeble  attempts  to  copy  left  me  in  bitter  pain ; 
Off  went  those  fish  like  shadows, — never  were 
seen  again ; 

Off  to  their  weedy  shelters,  down  in  the  darker 
pools, 

Full  of  delight  at  making  men  into  April  fools. 
Am.  loq. : 

Yet  there  are  compensations:  knowing  they  can 
be  caught 

Makes  you  believe  you  must  have  done  what 

you  didn't  ought. 
Or  you  omitted  something :  anyhow  I  can  tell 
Tales  of  a  day  last  autumn,  when  you  did  extra 

well. 

You  on  the  upper  water  (I  as  your  gillie  went), 
Down  below  bridge  the  youngster,  much  to  his 

heart's  content : 
Were  not  the  monsters  waiting? — wouldn't  he 

make  them  hum? 
Confident  in  his  prowess,  wasn't  that  why  he 

had  come? 

Soon  after  ten  we  parted ;  soon  after  four  we 
f        met ; 

Such  an  inquiring  image  never  shall  I  forget  f 
Two  little  measly  wretches,  inches  eleven  or  so, 
After  a  search  he  extracted :  they  were  all  that 
he  had  to  show  1 

Then  from  your  bag  in  answer  slowly  I  ladled 
out 

Grayling,   a  splendid  dozen ;   also  a  brace  of 
trout. 

Oh,!  but  his  face  was  a  study  !  pallid  as  withered 
moss. 

P.  J.  loq. : 

"  What  was   the   patent  magic  ?     You  never 
caught  them.  Boss  !  " 

Am.  loq.  : 

Well,  just  for  once  he  blundered ;  yours  was  the 

catch  in  sooth  ; 
Hard  was  the  pill  to;  swallow,  bitter  the  naked 

truth ; 

Many  a  week  it  took  him,  after  your  fish  were 
grassed. 

Ere  that  unwelcome  vision  out  of  his  memory 
passed  I 

Say  that  the  fish  were  silly,  say  that  your  touch 
was  light. 

Say  there  was  heaps  of  water,  say  that  the  fly 
was  right ; 

Still  must  these  cocky  yovmgsters,  shifting  their 

point  of  view. 
Own  that  we  have  forgotten  more  than  they 

ever  knew.  T.  Sanctuary,  M.D. 

April,  1908. 
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SOME  NOTES  ON  THE  HISTO] 
OF  FISH  CULTUKE  IN  THE 
UNITED  STATES. 

FISH  CULTURE  IN  NEW  YORK.* 

On  April  22, 1868,  the  Legislature  passed  an  Act, 
entitled,  "  An  Act  to  appoint  Commissioners  of 
Fisheries  for  the  State  of  New  York."  The  first 
commissioners  were  Hon.  Horatio  Seymour,  Robert 
B.  Roosevelt,  and  Seth  Green. 

In  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  requiring 
them  to  report  "  the  result  of  their  labours  and  any 
recommendations  they  may  have  to  offer,"  they 
made  thoir  first  report  to  the  Legislature  on  March  9, 
1869.  At  that  time  all  of  the  New"  England  States 
and  Pennsylvania  had  fish  commissions,  and  a 
movement  had  been  started  to  estabUsh  them  in 
New  Jersey,  Maryland,  and  Virginia. 

Twenty  or  thirty  private  establishments  for 
raising  trout  and  selling  trout  eggs  were  kno^^n 
to  Commissioner  Roosevelt,  and  he  gives  the  names 
iind  addresses  of  eleven  of  these  in  the  report  for 
1868.  Mr.  Roosevelt  also  made  the  statement  that 
hundreds,  if  not  thousands,  of  persons  were  engaged 
in  raising  trout  for  the  table. 

Mr.  Green's  services  as  a  commissioner  were  dis- 
continued after  the  first  year,  when  it  became  neces- 
sary for  him  to  take  charge  of  the  hatching  opera- 
tions under  the  title  of  Superintendent.  Mr.  George 
T.  Cooper  was  appointed  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Green 
in  1869.  Another  early  member  of  the  commission 
was  Mr.  Edward  M.  Smith,  whose  name  first  appears 
in  the  report  for  1873. 

The  first  commissioners  at  once  adopted  the 
l)olicy  of  stocking  public  waters  only — a  pohcy 
which  has  continued  in  force  up  to  the  present  time. 

They  visited  the  Southern  rivers,  the  James, 
Potomac,  Susquehanna  and  Delaware  to  investigate 
the  condition  of  the  shad  fisheries,  but  found  them 
so  depleted  that  no  assistance  to  New  York  fisheries 
could  be  expected  of  them.  They  examined  the 
Hudson  River  fisheries  thoroughly,  commencing 
June  4,  when  the  nets  in  the  lower  river  were  being 
taken  up  as  the  main  run  had  passed.  The  fisheries 
had  fallen  off  immensely.  Never  before  had  so  few 
shad  been  taken.  The  retail  price  rarely  fell  below 
75c.  for  fish  worth  10c.  to  15c.  each  ten  years  before. 
Scarcely  any  shad  passed  above  Albany,  where 
formerly  they  were  most  abundant,  because  they 
could  not  pass  the  nets  below. 

The  absolute  need  of  protective  laws  to  regulate 
the  mesh  of  nets,  and  to  reasonably  restrict  their  use, 
so  as  to  allow  the  ascending  fish  to  reach  their 
spawning  grounds  during  a  short  period  each  week, 
were  urgently  set  forth.  It  was  not  intended  by 
any  means  to  destroy  or  diminish  the  fishing  in- 
dustries, but  simply  to  regulate  net  fishing  so  far 
as  necessary  to  ensure  natural  reproduction,  and  to 
supplement  natural  spawning  by  artificial  means, 
thus  increasing  the  yield  beyond  all  danger  of 
destruction  by  fishery.  In  other  words,  the  com- 
missioners were  of  the  opinion  that  fish  culture  could 
so  multiply  the  shoals  of  fish  as  to  make  unrestricted 
fishing  practicable. 

After  nearly  forty  years'  experience  in  the  arti- 
ficial culture  of  shad  we  have  reached  the  conclusion 
that  the  best  efforts  of  modern  fish  culture  will  not 
avail  to  maintain  the  shad  fishery  unless  net  fishing 
bo  intelligently  regulated,  and  especially  at  and 
near  the  mouths  of  shad  rivers. 

Tlie  commissioners  plead  with  the  Legislature 
year  after  year  for  many  years  to  enact  fish  pro- 
tective laws,  but  with  indifferent  success. 

It  was  early  proposed  to  stock  the  inland  lakes 
with  fish  that  will  live  in  amity.  Pike  and  black 
bass  were  associated  in  nature  and  might  be  placed 
together.  The  pike-perch  was  recommended  for 
iimall  lakes.  It  was  recalled  to  mind  that  black 
hass  first  came  into  the  Hudson  through  the  Cham- 
l)lain  Canal,  and  that  the  species  had  been  introduced 
into  the  Potomac  only  a  few  years  earlier. 

Under  the  authorisation  of  the  Board  of  Canal 
(Commissioners,  the  Fishery  Commissioners  collected 
black  bass,  bullheads,  white  bass,  rock  bass,  roach, 
j)erch,  sunfish  and  pike-perch  from  the  State  canals 
after  the  waters  were  drawn  down  in  the  fall,  and 

*  A  paper  read  by  Dr.  Tarleton  H.  Bean,  State 
Fish  Culturist  of  New  York,  at  the  recent  Anglers' 
Conference, 


these  fish  were  given  to  persons  who  went  to 
Rochester  for  them,  to  plant  in  pubUo  waters. 
This  work  was  continued  for  many  years. 

New  York  has  a  great  many  interior  lakes.  The 
appendix  to  the  first  report  contains  a  classified  list 
of  647,  with  an  area  of  728  square  miles,  and  it  is 
probable  that  this  does  not  include  one-half  of  the 
number  existing.  Up  to  1874  the  lakes  and  ponds 
stocked  by  the  State  aggregated  200  or  more. 

The  New  York  commissioners  were  in  hearty 
accord  with  the  commissioners  of  other  States,  and 
tried  in  every  way  to  co-operate  with  them  in  all 
measures  looking  toward  the  increase  and  protection 
of  fish.  Desiring  a  clearer  interchange  of  opinions 
and  experiences  than  could  be  secured  by  corre- 
spondence, a  fisheiy  convention  was  called  to  meet 
in  the  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel,  New  York,  on  Dec.  29, 
1868,  to  promote  uniformity  of  law  and  action 
among  the  States.  Among  the  specific  objects  to 
be  discussed  by  the  convention  were  :  The  regu- 
lation of  nets  and  netting,  the  limitation  of  fishing 
seasons,  and  the  selection  of  suitable  fishways.  This 
was  a  meeting  of  far-reaching  importance,  because 
of  its  direct  influence  upon  the  foundation  of  the 
American  Fish  Culture  Association  and  of  the 
United  States  Fish  Commission. 

Several  of  the  members  of  the  convention  had 
been  identified  with  the  beginning  of  fish  culture 
and  were  afterward  more  or  less  intimately  asso- 
ciated with  the  Federal  fishery  service  or  attained 
to  the  chairmanship  of  their  State  commissions. 
One  of  them — Mr.  Chas.  G.  Atkins — has  been  for 
many  years  in  the  LTnited  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries, 
and  is  now  superintendent  of  a  salmon  and  trout 
station  at  East  Orland,  Me. 

In  the  convention  Maine  was  represented  by 
Mr.  Atkins  and  N.  W.  Foster  ;  New  Hampshire 
sent  Hon.  H.  A.  Bellows  and  W.  A.  Sanborn  ; 
Vermont,  Prof.  A.  D.  Hager  and  Hon.  Charles 
Barret  ;  Massachusetts,  Alfred  R.  Field  and  Theo- 
dore Lyman  ;  Connecticut,  H.  Woodward,  Jas. 
Rankin,  and  Jas.  A.  Bill ;  Rhode  Island,  Alfred  A. 
Reed  and  Newton  Dexter ;  Pennsylvania,  Jas. 
Worrall.  New  York  was  represented  by  three 
commissioners  already  named.  Mr.  Thaddeus 
Norris,  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Howe,  of  New  Jersey, 
and  Mr.  Livingston  Stone,  of  New  Hampshire, 
were  also  present. 

Mr.  Roosevelt  called  the  meeting  to  order,  and 
nominated  Mr.  Worrall  as  chairman  and  Mr.  Lyman 
as  secretary. 

Mr.  Worrall  spoke  chiefly  about  fishways  in  the 
Susquehanna  river,  and  the  grave  injury  done  by 
seines  and  drift-nets  in  the  lower  part  of  the  stream. 
Mr.  Norris  stated  that  ho  had  seen  masses  of  de- 
composed shad  eggs  floating  on  the  Susquehanna  ; 
also  that  shad  had  not  yet  been  propagated  arti- 
ficially in  Pennsylvania,  and  trout  culture  was 
limited  to  a  few  private  ponds. 

Mr.  Howe,  of  New  Jersey,  said  that  from  the 
earliest  period  of  the  colonial  history  of  New  Jersey 
to  the  present  time  the  riparian  owner  claimed  and 
exercised  the  exclusive  right  of  fishing  in  front  of 
his  land.  This  the  compact  of  1783,  entered  into 
by  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania,  for  partition  of 
the  islands  and  the  settlement  of  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  river,  distinctly  recognised.  Shore  seines 
were  the  only  ones  used  until  1820,  when  the  drift- 
nets  were  introduced,  and  rapidly  multiplied,  till 
now,  he  is  informed,  they  number  over  1000.  .  .  . 
With  their  increasing  numbers  the  shad  have  greatly 
diminished.  The  season  of  1820  was  remarkable 
for  the  number  of  shad  caught,  showing  that  there 
had  been  no  apprecia.ble  decrease  till  after  the 
introduction  of  the  destructive  gill  seine.  .  .  . 
Yet,  owing  to  local  causes,  these  fisheries  cannot 
be  established  along  the  whole  shore  line,  and 
therefore  the  gill  seine  has  in  a  manner  become  a 
necessity.  In  1852  the  Legislatures  of  the  tAvo 
States  passed  a  concurrent  Act  permitting  their  use 
in  such  parts  of  the  river  not  occupied  by  shore 
fishermen.  No  fishing  is  allowed  by  law  from 
Saturday  sunset  till  twelve  o'clock  Sunday  night, 
and  shad  fishing  is.  prohibited  below  head  of  tide 
at  Trenton  after  June  10,  and  above  after  June  15. 
Herring  and  sturgeon  are  caught  in  great  numbers 
by  both  shore  and  gill  seines  constructed  on  purpose. 

Mr.  Roosevelt  described  the  j)rogress^of  fish 
culture  in  New  York  as  related  above,  and  said  that 
the  first  steps  had  been  taken  toward  the  propa- 
gation of  whitefish. 

Mr.  Green  showed  impregnated  eggs  of  trout 
and  whitefish  in  all  stages  of  development  and 
packed  in  moss.    He  described  how  he,  on  May  11, 


1868,  put  4000  shad  eggs  in  a  hatching  box  at  Long 
Bridge,  on  the  Potomac,  and  70,000  more  May  13. 
He  hatched  some,  in  a  tumbler  in  the  house  of 
General  Spinner  at  Washington,  and  1500  in  a  salt 
box  with  a  sieve  bottom  in  a  room  in  the  treasury. 

He  told  about  obtaining  and  hatching  eggs  of 
white  perch,  which  are  adhesive,  sticking  fast  to 
brush,  weeds  or  grass,  and  easily  carried  in  that 
condition.  They  hatched  in  about  a  week  in  water 
at  62deg.  On  June  13  he  placed  shad  eggs  in  a  box 
near  Coeyman's  Landing  on  the  Hudson.  He 
made  a  series  of  experiments  showing  that  while 
shad  eggs  will  hatch  in  water  at  78deg.,  they  will 
die  when  temperature  rises  above  82deg.  He 
described  whitefish  culture  in  the  fall  of  1868. 

(To  be  continued.) 


COOKING  AND  CUEING  OF 
SALMON,  TKOUT,  ETC.* 


A  Tweedside  Kettle — Directions  for  Boiling  Salmon, 
Grilse,  and  Sea-trout — The  Curing  or  Kippering 
of  Salmon — Berwick  Mode. 

The  method  of  cooking  salmon  on  Tweedside 
differs  in  many  respects  from  that  practised  else- 
where ;  but  it  is  not,  on  this  account,  without  its 
recommendations,  and  by  one  who  has  enjoyed  in 
perfection  what  is  termed  a  "  fisherman's  kettle," 
the  metropolitan  mode  of  dressing  the  kind  of  fish 
stands  a  chance  of  being  resolutely  decried  in 
future.  Our  Border  epicures,  it  is  necessary  to 
state,  are  in  general  good  judges  of  a  proper  fish. 
Unlike  the  inhabitants  of  Leeds  or  Birmingham, 
they  can  distinguish  at  a  glance  the  kelt,  spring- 
Spawner,  or  bull-trout  from  the  clean  or  new-run 
salmon.  They  can  pronounce  also,  without  hesita- 
tion, upon  the  length  of  time  a  fish  has  been  kept, 
whether  taken  from  the  sea  or  river ;  and  if  from 
the  latter  how  long  ago  it  left  the  salt  water.  In 
all  these  matters  I  grant  they  are  not  only  well 
versed  but  somewhat  fastidious,  and  regulate  their 
cooking  accordingly. 

Boiling  of  Salmon, — It  is  essential  that  a  salmon 
intended  for  boiling  should  have  been  newly  caught ; 
the  fresher  it  can  be  produced  the  better,  and  a  fish 
transferred  from  the  net  or  gaff-hook  to  the  pan  or 
kettle  is  always  sure  to  give  the  most  satisfaction. 
The  way  of  treating  a  salmon,  under  one  or  other 
of  these  circumstances,  is  as  follows  : — 

Crimp  the  fish  immediately  on  its  being  killed 
by  the  waterside,  making  the  cuts  slantwise,  and  at 
a  distance  of  two  inches  from  each  other ;  separate 
also  the  gills,  and  holding  it  by  the  tail  immerse 
its  body  in  the  stream  for  the  space  of  three  or 
four  minutes,  moving  it  backwards  and  forwards, 
so  as  to  expedite  the  flowing  off  of  the  blood.  In 
the  meantime,  give  orders,  if  you  have  not  previously 
done  so,  to  have  the  fire  briskened  and  the  pot  or 
cauldron  filled,  or  nearly  so,  with  spring  water,  set 
on  to  boil.  The  fish,  after  being  crimped  and  bled 
as  I  have  directed,  must  now  be  conveyed  to  a 
table  or  kitchen  dresser,  and  there  thoroughly 
cleansed  inside.  This  done,  divide  it  through  the 
backbone  into  cuts  or  slices,  of  the  thickness 
already  indicated  in  the  crimping,  throwing  these 
into  a  large  hand-basin  as  you  proceed.  I  shall 
presume  by  this  time  that  the  water  is  at  the 
boiling  point.  If  so  convey  to  it  a  large  bowlful  of 
kitchen  salt ;  do  not  scrimp  the  material  or  you 
ruin  the  fish.  Allow  the  water  thus  checked  again 
to  bubble  up,  and  then  pop  in  the  cuts  of  salmon, 
head  and  all.  Several  minutes  will  elapse  before 
the  liquid  contents  of  the  pot  once  more  arrive  at 
boiling  point ;  when  they  do  so,  begin  to  note  the 
time,  and  see,  as  you  measure  it,  that  the  fire  is  a 
brave  one.  For  all  fish  under  nine  pounds  weight 
allow  ten  minutes'  brisk  boiling,  and  when  exceed- 
ing nine  pounds  grant  an  extra  minute  to  every 
additional  pound.  When  ready,  serve  hot  along 
with  the  brine  in  which  the  fish  was  cooked.  This 
is  salmon  in  perfection,  and  constitutes  the  veritable 
kettle  of  Tweedside,  such  as  frothed  and  foamed  in 
the  days  of  the  merry  monks  of  Melrose  and  Kelso, 
and  what,  no  doubt,  has  been  feasted  on  in  a  less 
civilised  age  than  ours  by  the  crowned  heads  of 
rival  kingdoms  within  the  towers  of  Roxburgh,  . 

*  Taken  from  "The  Angler's  Companion,"  by 
Thomas  Tod  Stoddart,  Chapter  XV. 


I 


Mat  16,  1908 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


381 


Wark,  and  Norham.  Who  knows,  indeed,  but 
some  sturdy  Eoman  iniperator  has  not  tickled  his 
palate  at  a  fish-kettle  on  Tweedside,  and  taken 
home  to  the  seven-hilled  city,  and  the  gourmands 
of  the  senate-house,  a  description  of  the  primitive 
banquet '? 

A  fresh  salmon  thus  cooked  is  remarkable  for  its 
curd  and  consistence,  and  very  unlike  the  soft, 
oUy  mass  generally  presented  under  that  designa- 
tion. Even  when  it  has  been  kept  a  day  or  two 
this  method  of  boiling  will'  be  found  to  bring  out 
more  equally  the  true  flavour  of  the  fish  than  if  it 
had  been  placed  entire,  with  a  mere  sprinkling  of 
salt,  in  the  fish-pan.  Under  these  circumstances, 
melted  butter  is  prefen-ed  by  some  to  the  simple 
gravy  above-mentioned,  but  no  true  fish-eater  can 
tolerate  the  substitute. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Thomas  Whyte,  Esq., 
solicitor,  Berwick-on-Tweed,  I  have  been  favoured 
with  another  much  approved  of  recipe  for  the 
boiling  of  this  delicious  fish : — 

"  Cut  off  the  tail  of  the  salmon,  gi-ilse,'or  sea- 
trout  about  four  inches  above  the  fin,  then  split 
the  fish  in  two  halves  along  the  bone,  and  after 
removing  the  entrails  cut  it  across  into  pieces  of 
about  two  and  a  half  or  three  inches  in  breadth,  or 
a  little  broader  if  required.  Remove  all  the  blood 
from  the  bone  and  wash  the  cuts  perfectly  clean 
in  cold  water.  Hard  water,  both  in  washing  and 
boiling  the  fish,  is  to  be  preferred.  The  scales 
ought  not  to  be  scraped  off. 

"  The  water  in  which  the  fish  is  boiled  ought 
previously  to  be  made  nearly  as  salt  as  to  float  an 
egg;  and  the  cuts  should  be  put  into  this  salt 
water  or  pickle,  when  boiling,  with  the  skin  upper- 
most.   The  quicker  they  boil  the  better. 

"  If  the  fish  weighs  twenty  pounds,  let  it  boil 
twenty  minutes ;  if  fifteen  pounds,  eighteen  minutes ; 
if  ten  pounds,  fifteen  minutes  ;  and  if  five  pounds, 
ten  minutes.  While  the  cuts  are  boiling,  the  pickle 
ought  to  be  continually  and  carefully  skimmed, 
and  when  sufficiently  boiled  the  cuts  cannot  be 
too  speedily  taken  out  of  the  pickle.  Dish  quickly, 
skin  ^^ppermost,  with  a  quantity  of  the  pickle  in 
which  they  are  boUed." 

The  Curing  or  Kippering  of  Salmon. — Kippered 
salmon  is  a  well-known  article  of  food,  and  in  high 
esteem  for  its  relishable  qualities  at  the  breakfast 
table ;  but  it  is  generally  met  with  in  a  faulty  state, 
either  too  hard  or  too  salt. 

The  salmon  best  adapted  for  kippering  are  large 
fish,  averaging  from  fourteen  pounds  to  thirty 
pounds  in  weight ;  the  smaller  ones  and  grilse 
make,  however,  excellent  green  kippers,  to  be 
eaten  when  soft  and  juicy.  Such  kippers  as  are 
intended  for  winter  use  should  be  prepared  in  the 
month  of  October,  immediately  before  close  time. 
Although  the  term  "  kipper,"  signifying  a  he-fish, 
is  likewise  applied  to  salmon  cured  in  a  particular 
way,  it  is  really  a  matter  of  indifference  whether 
the  male  or  the  female  be  used  for  the  purpose  in 
question.  It  so  happens  that  in  the  kippering 
season  the  generality  of  males  captured  are  of  a 
coarser,  if  not  larger,  description  than  individuals 
•  of  the  other  sex ;  the  market  price  also  is  in  conse- 
quence somewhat  lower,  and  they  are  generally 
preferred  as  fitter  to  be  operated  iipon. 

In  kippering  a  salmon,  the  first  step  taken  is  to 
lay  the  fish  on  its  broad  side  on  a  board  or  table, 
and  by  means  of  a  sharp  knife  cut  it  up  from  tail 
to  head,  close  along  the  backbone,  taking  care  not 
to  injure  the  belly  or  keel  by  inserting  the  blade 
too  far.  Disengage  and  throw  away  the  entrails 
and  gills,  also  wash  the  fish  well,  removing  and 
pressing  out  every  bloody  particle  from  the  inside. 
Take  out  the  eyes  and  insert  a  pinch  or  two  of  salt 
in  their  place,  also  cut  away  the  vent.  This  done, 
sprinkle  a  handful  or  two  of  brown  sugar  over  the 
inside,  and  above  it,  the  same  quantity  or  rather 
more  of  common  salt.  The  latter  will  occasion  the 
sugar  to  penetrate,  and  help  to  improve  the  flavour 
of  the  salmon  better  than  If  the  materials  had  been 
previously  mixed  up  together.  Some  recommend 
the  rubbing  in  of  salt  and  sugar  by  means  of  the 
hand,  against  the  scales  of  the  fish  externally,  as 
well  as  over  the  inside ;  but  this  is  not  at  all 
necessary.  After  the  application  in  question  has 
been  made,  lay  the  salmon  fiat  upon  a  board,  the 
inside  turned  uppermost,  cover  with  a  cloth,  and 
allov/  it  to  remain  twenty -four  hours,  or  if  preferred 
saltish,  thirty-six  hom-s  in  a  cool  place ;  after 
which  give  it  a  slight  wash  in  order  to  improve  its 
appearance,  and  arrange  two  or  three  wooden  pegs 
or  skewers  along  the  interior  from  flank  to  flank, 
to  keep  it  stretched ;  then  hang  it  up  to  dry  in  a 


place  neither  too  hot  nor  too  cool.  Should  the 
weather  prove  fine,  an  hour  or  two  of  exposure  to 
the  sun  and  air  will  conduce  to  accelerate  the 
curing  process,  and  render  it  less  liable  to  be  injured 
by  dust  and  smoke.  Salmon  on  being  kippered 
are  subject  to  considerable  loss  of  weight ;  for 
instance,  a  fish  that  originally  weighed  sixteen 
pounds  will,  when  cm-ed,  not  exceed  eleven.  In 
broiling  kipper  it  is  a  great  improvement  to  wrap 
up  the  cuts,  which  ought  not  to  be  made  too  thin, 
in  white  paper.  This  will  prevent  them  being 
smoked  or  becoming  too  hard  externally.  Fresh 
salmon  broiled  in  the  same  manner  is  delicious, 
and  made  to  retain  its  flavour  in  full  perfection. 

The  gentleman  already  mentioned  has  also 
favoured  me  with  an  account  of  the  modes  of 
kippering  and  pickling  salmon  adopted  at  Berwick, 
and  communicated  to  him,  the  one  by  a  fish  sales- 
man and  the  other  by  a  celebrated  salmon  cxurer  in 
that  town. 

"  Kippered  Salmon.  —  Split  the  fish  in  two 
halves  along  the  bone  from  the  tail  to  the  head, 
but  without  separating  the  two  halves,  and  after 
removing  the  entrails  and  all  the  blood  from  the 
bone,  wash  the  fish  perfectly  clean  in  cold,  hard 
water.    The  scales  ought  never  to  be  scraped  off. 

"  Bub  a  little  dry  salt  upon  the  outside  of  the 
fish,  against  the  scales,  from  the  tail  to  the  head, 
and  throw  some  loosely  upon  the  inside  without 
rubbing.  Lay  the  salmon  or  grilse  when  thus 
salted  upon  a  flat  table  or  board,  and  cover  with 
another  piece  of  board  or  thin  deal ;  let  it  remain 
so  covered  for  forty-eight  hours  or  twenty-four 
hours,  according  to  the  size  of  the  fish.  A  salmon 
of  from  ten  pounds  to  twenty  pounds  requires  to 
lie  in  this  state  for  forty-eight  hours,  a  grilse 
requires  twenty-four  hours  only.  Three  or  four 
plaster  laths  or  hoop  sticks  must  then,  to  keep  it 
flat,  be  placed  across  the  fish,  which  should  after- 
wards be  hung  up  by  the  tail  to  dry. 

"The  fish  is  in  perfection,  as  a  kipper,  after  it 
has  been  dried  about  twenty-four  hours ;  and  it 
will  keep  thus  kippered  for  many  months,  though 
apt  to  get  too  salt,  and  require  steeping  in  cold 
water  before  use." 

(To  be  continued.) 
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ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. —  General  Remarks. — The  river  has 
now  got  well  within  its  banks  again,  though  the 
water  was  very  coloured  in  the  earlier  part  of  the 
week  and  the  stream  very  strong.  Trout  fishers 
will  now  be  able  to  resume  their  sport,  though  many 
valuable  days  have  been  lost  owing  to  the  floods. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  much  of  this  season's 
spawn  has  been  destroyed,  which  is  a  serious  loss  to 
a  river  like  the  Thames  which  is  so  extensively 
fished.  The  loss  of  tport  will,  however,  not  be  felt 
this  year  or  next,  but  later  on.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
sport  amongst  coarse  fish  may  be  improved,  for 
many  fish  must  have  been  brought  down  on  the 
flood  from  the  upper  reaches  which  are  not  so  much 
fished,  wliilst  barbel  and  bream  should  be  in  better 
condition  by  the  opening  day.  Most  clubs  are 
fixing  up  their  prize  lists  ready  for  June  16  and 
the  ensuing  season,  and  members  are  already 
jubilating  over  the  fact  that  there  is  only  a  calendar 
month  to  wait  before  they  can  again  angle  for 
coarse  fish.  Four  weeks  and  three  days  will  slip 
away  quickly  enough,  and  it  is  time  to  begin  to  get 
the  tackle  in  order.  Trout  fishers  will  have  to  make 
the  most  of  their  time,  as  sport  with  these  game  fish 
usually  falls  off  when  coarse  fishing  begins.  This 
year,  however,  many  a  trout  may  be  had  later  than 
usual. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  river  is  once  again 
within  bounds,  a  heavy  stream  is  running,  but  the 
water  is  a  nice  colour  for  fishing.  One  or  two 
anglers  have  been  oat,  but  so  far  no  captures. 
There  is  now,  however,  better  prospect  for  fishing. 
A  large  number  of  fish  were  safely  returned  to  the 
river  in  the  Hurley  district  during  the  latter  part 
of  last  week  that  were  stranded  from  the  flood. — 
Stanley  Mead. 

Avon  (Kingwood). — Bait  fishing  for  salmon 
commenced  on  the  Ringwood  water  on  May  1,  but 
with  rather  poor  results,  only  three  fish  being  taken 
the  first  day :  Commander  Walker,  one  of  201b.  ; 
Dr.  Barton,  one  of  18 Jib.  ;  and  Mr.  A.  G.  Campbell, 
one  of  281b.,  the  latter  gentleman  also  got  one  of 
20Jlb.  on  May  2.  On  May  9  a  gentleman  got  one 
of  261b.  On  May  11,  Mr.  Herring  got  one  of  ISJlb. 
On  the  Bisterne  water  fish  of  261b.,  261b.  and  12  Jib. 


have  been  taken.  On  the  Avon  Tyrrell  one  of 
241b.— M.  W.  Hayter. 

Slagdon  Lake. — Fishing  return  for  four  days, 
to  May  5: — On  May  1,  Mr.  .J.  Holman,  eight  trout, 
31b.  4oz.,  21b.  12oz.,  21b.  14oz.,  31b.  8oz.,  21b.  2oz., 
4Ib.  12oz.,  31b.  7oz.,  and  31b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  P.  S.  Allison, 
two,  31b.  12oz.  and  41b.  ;  Mr.  R.  Bowring,  four, 
21b.,  21b.  4oz.,  21b.  lOoz.,  and  31b.  Soz. ;  Master  A. 
Bowring,  three,  31b.  8oz.,  21b.  loz.,  and  21b.  Soz. ; 
Mr.  H.  B.  Dix,  one,  21b.  12oz.  On  May  2,  Mr.  J. 
Holman,  three,  21b.  4oz.,  21b.  2oz.,  and  31b.  9oz.  ; 
Mr.  P.  S.  Allison,  four,  31b.  2oz.,  41b.  12oz.,  31b.  8oz., 
and  21b.  9oz.  ;  Mr.  B.  Railton,  two,  21b.  each.  On 
May  4,  Admiraljohnston,  eight,  31b.  12oz.,  31b.  2oz., 
31b.  14oz.,  31b.  3oz.,  31b.  6oz.,  31b.,  2lb.  14oz.,  and 
3Ib.  ;  Mr.  Longhurst,  two,  31b.  each  ;  Mr.  H.  A. 
Hilton,  three,  21b.  5oz.,  31b.,  and  one  returned ; 
Captain  Belbin,  one,  41b.  14oz. ;  Rev.  Brinkley, 
one,  21b.  (bank).  On  May  5,  Admiral  .Johnston, 
four,  21b.  12oz.,  21b.  8oz.,  21b.,  and  lib.  14oz.  ; 
Captain  Belbin,  two,  21b.  12o/..  and  41b.  ;  Mr.  T.  P. 
Rogers,  one,  31b.  5oz.  The  fishing  opened  under 
unusual  and  unfavourable  weather  conditions — 
May  1  and  2  scorching  hot,  May  4  and  5  cold  and 
changeable.  Mr.  J.  Holman  secured  his  Umit  on 
May  1,  and  Admiral  Johnston  on  May  4.  The 
brown  trout  are  in  very  nice  condition,  but  the  rain- 
bow, as  might  be  expected,  are  a  bit  slack,  although 
a  few  nice- conditioned  rainbows  were  taken. 
Fishing  return  for  week  ending  May  12: — On 
May  6,  Admiral  Johnston,  one  trout,  31b.  ;  Admiral 
Cochran,  one,  1  lb.  12oz.  ;  Captain  Belbin,  one, 
21b.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  Levy  Langfield,  two,  31b.  Soz.  and  5lb. 
On  May  7,  Admiral  Johnston,  two,  21b.  and  31b.  2oz.  ; 
Captain  Belbin,  one,  21b.  5oz.;  Mr.  H.  A.  Hilton, 
two,  31b.  and  21b.  7oz.  On  May  8,  Admiral  Johnston, 
four,  51b.,  31b.,  21b.,  and  1  lb.  14oz.  ;  Mr.  H.  A. 
Hilton,  two,  31b.  loz.  and  41b.  loz.  On  May  9,  Mr. 
F.  N.  Clark,  two,  21b.  lOoz.  and  21b.  15oz.  On 
May  11,  Mr.  F.  N.  Clark,  two,  21b.  6oz.  each;  Mr. 
A.  W.  Smith,  one,  1  lb.  15oz.  On  May  12,  Captain 
Brinkley,  one,  31b.  Soz. — Donald  Cabr. 

Darenth  (Farningham,  Shoreham,  etc.). — 
Since  last  report  I  have  cycled  all  around  this 
district  and  find  the  trout  showing  everywhere. 
Very  little  fly  was  on  the  water,  and  consequently 
the  fish,  though  so  much  in  evidence,  could  seldom 
be  found  steadily  feeding.  The  only  fish  I  landed 
took,  a  dry  Badger.  I  think  that  the  Quill  Gnats 
are  quite  as  likely,  as  I  rose  several  to  the  Grey 
Quill,  and  hooked  a  large  one,  for  which  the  treljle 
X  gut  proved  too  weak.  There  is  one  thing  which 
militates  against  finding  a  trout  feeding  in  one 
spot — the  large  shoals  of  roach  which  are  roaming 
up  and  down  the  river  everywhere,  and  which 
disturb  the  trout  much.  These  fish  can  be  taken 
with  fly  if  anyone  thinks  it  worth  while. — J.  P. 
Taylor. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — Fishing  has  not 
improved  a  great  deal  this  week.  The  water  has 
been  keeping  up  fairly  big  and  has  been  much 
discoloured.  There  has  been  an  absence  of  fly  on 
the  water,  and  the  best  "takes"  have  been 
secured  with  the  small  Black  Midge  at  dusk. 
Moderate  dishes  have  been  had  by  Messrs.  Salisbury, 
M.  Revell,  E.  Distin,  H.  T.  Distin,  J.  Edmond-,  and 
Mrs.  Edmonds.  Mr.  Styne,  of  Buckfastleigh, 
recently  landed  a  salmon,  but  few  have  lately  been 
caught.  The  nets  have  had  a  few  truff,  but  few 
salmon,  and  now  that  the  Dittisham  boats  have 
taken  out  their  licences  and  have  made  a  fairly 
good  start,  salmon  stand  a  smaller  chance  of  reach- 
ing the  higher  waters,  and  therefore  the  arrange- 
ment made  by  the  Fishery  Board  smd  the  Angling 
Association  to  put  £25  worth  of  salmon  over  Totnes 
weir  is  bound  to  have  good  effect. — Devonlin. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Sport  on  the  Carey  has 
been  comparatively  poor  ;  cold  winds  have  been 
prevalent,  and  there  is  an  absence  of  flies  on  the 
water.  At  Blagdon  Lake  a  few  trout  have  been 
creeled.  The  Ockment,  Torridge,  and  Lew  have 
produced  little  sport  owing  to  the  spate  and  cold 
winds.  The  best  baskets  recorded  have  not 
averae  ed  more  than  a  dozen.  Exeter  Izaak 
Walton  Society  have  just  had  their  annual  prize 
distribution,  and  in  the  absence  of  the  genial 
president  (Mr.  C.  J.  Ross),  Mr.  P.  A.  Dodds,  the 
chairman  of  the  committee,  was  in  the  chair.  A 
note  of  lament  was,  however,  struck  when  it  was 
stated  that,  although  the  society  started  with  over 
sixty  meiiibers,  it  had  now  declined  to  twenty-five  ; 
but  those  present  hoped  the  society  would  again 
increase,  the  chairman  remarking  that  it  was  a 
splendid  recreation,  healthful  and  invigoratmg, 
giving  that  tonic  to  life  which  could  be  got  m  few 
other'^ways.  Mr.  A.  C.  Wright,  of  Laimceston,  was 
before  the  Tiverton  justices  fined  10s.  and  costs,  a 
total  of  £2  lOs.  6d.,  for  fishing  in  the  Exe  without 
a  licence  on  April  18  at  Bampton.  The  evidence 
was  that  when  defendant  was  cautioned  he  said 
that  he  considered  a  hcence  for  the  Teign  "  good 
enough  "  for  the  Exe,  and  the  next  day  he  fished 
again  and  still  had  no  licence.    The  defendant  ad- 
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mitted  the  offence  by  letter.  A  fine  of  10s.  has 
also  been  imposed  on  Mr.  W.  Acland  by  the  Tiver- 
ton bench  for  fishing  in  the  Exe  without  a  licence 
on  April  1. — Devoniak. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — Anglers  are  8till  picking  up 
odd  salmon.  The  river  has  seldom  been  in  order, 
bat  when  it  is  one  generally  hears  of  someone  being 
lucky.  Mrs.  Murray,  of  Eden  Brows,  got  two  small 
fish  of  about  71b.  on  the  Doctor's  Flat  on  May  7. 
Mr.  C.  Liddell  has  had  two  at  Warwick  HaU.  In 
the  Corby  water,  Mr.  Ramsden,  three,  all  about  8lb. 
In  the  Low  House  water,  Mr.  Potter,  one,  81b.,  and 
Mr.  Tarver,  one,  121b.    At  Armathwaite  Castle,  Mr. 

A.  Edwards,  one,  and  Mr.  Shaw,  two.  In  the 
Barron  Wood  water,  above  Armathwaite  Weir,  Mr. 

B.  Hollins,  two,  81b.  and  201b.  The  warm  west 
winds  have  shifted  the  last  of  the  snow  from  the 
hills,  and  trout  should  now  be  doing  well,  but  I  have 
not  heard  of  any  heavy  baskets. — Silveb  Gbey. 

Elan  Reservoirs.  —  Returns  received  during 
the  week  ended  Wednesday  last  (May  13)  disclose 
record  catches  on  the  Birmingham  Corporation 
waters  in  the  Elan  Valley.  The  total  catch  has 
been  253  trout  (1411b.  12oz.).  121  (761b.  loz.) 
were  taken  in  Cabancoch  reservoir;  twenty -two 
(91b.  4oz.)  in  Garregddu ;  seventeen  (111b.  3oz.) 
in  Penygarreg ;  sixty-two  (251b.)  in  Graiggoch ; 
five  (31b.  Soz.)  in  Dolmynach  ;  and  twenty -six 
(161b.  2oz.)  in  the  Elan  river.  Of  individual  catches 
that  of  a  local  gentleman  who,  fishing  Graiggoch 
reservoir  on  May  9,  had  sixty-two  trout  (251b.), 
was  the  best.  Other  good  baskets,  all  obtained  by 
local  anglers  on  the  reservoir  waters,  contained  re- 
spectively thirteen  fish  (91b.  4oz.),  fifteen  (91b.),  fifty 
(301b.  7oz.),  and  nineteen  (101b.  9oz.).  The  largest 
and  best  fish  of  the  week — and  so  far  of  the  season — 
was  had  in  Cabancoch  and  scaled  21b.  5oz.  Others 
taken  during  the  week  scaled  respectively  1  lb.  14oz., 
1  lb  5oz.,  and  several  were  upwards  of  a  pound  each. 
The  reservoirs  are  now  fishing  remarkably  well,  and 
the  trout  are  in  fine  condition.  A  local  angler, 
Mr.  E.  Price,  has  had  good  sport  amongst  the  pike 
in  the  lower  Elan,  accounting  for  eleven  upon  a 
recent  occasion — W.  B.  H. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  bass  fishing 
has  been  a  little  more  successful,  Mr.  Perry  securing 
two  of  l^lh.  and  5Jlb.  respectively.  The  other 
successful  anglers  have  been  Messrs.  R.  Mostyn, 
Duchcherer,  Beck,  H.  Lavis,  and  Maxwell.  At  the 
Tiverton  Borough  Police-court,  on  May  7,  Mr. 
Acland  was  summoned  by  the  Exe  Board  of  Con- 
servators for  fishing  in  the  River  Exe  without  a 
licence  on  April  1.  ^''T.  Ford  (Exeter)  represented 
the  Conservaters  and  Mr.  A.  Fisher  (Tiverton) 
appeared  for  the  defendant,  admitting  a  technical 
offence.  The  facts  were  proved  by  John  Lazarus, 
water-bailiff.  Mr.  Ford  asked  for  a  conviction,  and 
defendant  was  fined  10s.  He  further  stated  that 
the  offence  was  one  of  sheer  inadvertence,  and  that 
the  defendant  was  the  victim  of  a  belated  prose- 
cution. Mr.  Wright  was  summoned  at  the  instance 
of  the  Exe  Board  of  Conservators  for  fishing  with 
rod  and  Une  for  trout  without  a  licence  on  April  18. 
Mr.  Ford  (clerk  to  the  Board)  stated  that  these  cases 
were  increasing  in  number,  and  an  example  should 
be  made  of  those  people  who  knew  the  law  yet 
infringed  it.  Defendant  stated  he  had  a  ticket  for 
fishing  in  the  Teign,  and  cons'dered  this  covered 
both  rivers,  and  after  being  informed  by  the  water- 
bailiff  that  this  was  not  so  fished  again.  A  fine  of 
IO3.  and  costs  was  imposed,  the  Bench  granting  the 
advocate's  fee,  making  a  total  of  £2  10s.  6d. — Red 
Palmer. 

Lake    Coron    (Bodorgan,    Anglesey). —  The 

following  (from  the  Meyrick  Arms  Hotel)  have  had 
fair  sport  the  last  few  days : — Mr.  Wilson,  one, 
l|lb. ;  Mr.  Dew,  six,  |lb.  each;  Mr.  E.  L.  Roberts, 
five,  lib.  each;  Mr.  R.  Hughes,  eleven,  7oz.  each; 
Mr.  R.  P.  Owen,  two,  IJlb.  and  Jib.;  Mr.  Chassis, 
three,  21b.  The  lake  is  full  after  the  late  floods,  and 
the  wind,  though  still  cold,  has  removed  to  the 
south. — W.  H. 

Iiake  Vyrnwy. — Although  the  lalie  has  fre- 
quently been  dotted  over  with  rising  fish  during  the 
past  week,  heavy  beiskets  have  been  rather  difficult 
to  make  in  consequence  of  the  weather  being  go 
changeable.  Dr.  Rutherford,  a  keen  angler 
(especially  for  big  fish),  has  totalled  sixty-five 
during  his  present  visit,  several  over  1  lb.  each,  the 
best  being  l|lb.  Mr.  Bourke  has  been  the  most 
successful  in  the  week's  catch,  his  Wednesday's 
basket  being  a  very  even  lot  of  fifteen.  Colonel 
Sandwith,  Major  Morton,  Capt.  Meakin,  Dr. 
McConnel,  Messrs.  Everett,  Jones,  Morgan,  Passing- 
ham  and  Lythall  have  also  brought  in  some  very 
pretty  fish,  the  heaviest  being  a  handsome  one  of 
1  lb.  60Z.,  caught  on  Monday  in  deep  water  by  Mr. 
Lythall.  There  has  been  some  remarkable  sport  on 
the  streams,  Mr.  Ralston,  in  two  days,  having 
taken  120  trout  in  splendid  condition,  while  Mrs. 
Ralston  made  a  very  nice  catch  of  eight  on  the 
lake.  Flies :  Claret  and  Teal,  Black  and  Teal, 
March  Brown. — Long  Drift. 


Iiea  and  Tributaries. — More  rain  has  fallen, 
but  week-end  anglers,  providing  no  further  down- 
pour occurs,  should  find  the  streams  in  order.  The 
Lea  has  furnished  several  more  nice  trout.  Mr. 
Savage,  in  the  Hertford  district,  has  landed  one  of 
31b.  lOoz.,  and  a  member  of  the  West  Harapstead 
Angling  Society  has  taken  a  trout  of  lib.  9Joz. 
Other  trout  recorded  captured  between  Ware  and 
Hertford  have  included  specimens  of  21b.  9oz., 
21b.  60Z.,  and  li^lb.  No  trout  can  be  retained  from 
the  Lea  under  twelve  inches.  Over  forty  trout 
have  been  secured  in  the  Hertford  district  of  the 
Beano  since  the  season  opened,  the  fish  running  up 
to  2Jlb.  Good  trout  ought  to  be  heard  of  shortly 
in  the  Lea  at  St.  Margaret's,  and  between  there  and 
Rye  House,  also  at  Broxbourne  and  Hoddesdon. — 
IzAAK  Walton. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon). — Tlie  river  is  in  splendid 
condition ;  the  floods  have  all  gone  and  taken  a  lot 
of  rubbish  with  them.  The  weeds  are  to  be  cut  in 
a  few  days,  so  there  ought  to  be  good  sport. — A. 

ROLPH. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  continue  to  run  on  the  high  side  and  are 
stained.  There  has  been  a  welcome  change  in  the 
weather,  and  since  Saturday  we  have  had  a  taste  of 
summer.  The  water  has  been  too  coloured  for  fly- 
fishing, but  it  is  clearing  quickly  and  should  be  in 
order  by  the  end  of  the  week.  The  Pinsley  is 
stained.    Fishing  very  quiet  this  week. — Gwynne. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— The  river  is  in 
splendid  trim  for  the  fly  at  time  of  writing  (May  12), 
but  trout  are  not  taking  at  all  well.  It  may  be  due 
to  oppressive  thundery  weather  which  has  prevailed 
for  the  last  few  days.  On  May  8  things  were  more 
encouraging — one  rod  on  the  RoUe  Estate  water 
taking  four  brace  of  nice  fish,  and  several  others 
having  moderate  sport ;  but  on  May  1 1  the  river 
was  absolutely  dead,  and  no  one  did  anything  at 
all. — Heron. 

Plymouth. — The  rivers  are  all  in  good  condition, 
and  sport  is  reported  from  all  quarters.  The  salmon 
are  up  in  the  Tavy,  although  they  do  not  seem  to 
be  in  very  good  condition — ^evidently  some  of  the 
Duke  of  Bedford's  fish  have  come  from  the  Taraar. 
Several  peel  have  been  seen  in  the  pools  from 
Denham  Bridge  up  to  Double  waters.  Some  fine 
trout  were  taken  in  the  Walkham  one  day  this  week 
and  also  in  the  Meavy.  If  the  salmon-pass  is  made 
at  Camm  Weir~we  should  get  some  salmon  up  the 
Plym,  and  then  the  general  fishing  would  be  much 
improved. — William  Heabdbr. 

Sussex  Kivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — 
The  north-east  wind  is  very  persistent ;  nights  are 
cold  and  a  trifle  of  white  frost  has  been  visible  in 
the  early  mornings  as  I  look  from  my  casement 
over  the  Priory  Park.  There  is  but  little  to  record 
in  the  way  of  trout.  A  few  brace  have  been  taken 
from  the  western  streams, some  up  to  21b.5oz.  Several 
anglers  have  visited  the  Ouse.  On  May  10,  Mr.  Fowler 
had  a  brace  of  trout  from  the  Sheffield  Park 
reach,  and  other  visitors  secured  fish,  but  all  were 
Small.  Many  anglers  amused  themselves  at  Bar- 
combe  fishing  for  eels,  and  had  fairly  good  takes.  A 
few  smelt  have  been  captured  at  Chichester  harbour. 
Bass  and  codling  are  to  be  found  in  the  lower 
water,  where  some  few  have  been  taken  by  the 
netsmen. — George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Rivers  well  up,  but  fish  not 
coming  freely.  Some  fishermen  have  done  decently, 
others  not  so  successful.  Salmon  fishing  not  as 
good  as  some  days  back.  Pheasant  Tail  and  Yellow 
Badger  killing. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  has  been  running 
very  high  and  muddy  but  is  clearing  nicely,  and 
should  be  in  good  order  for  either  fly  or  bottom 
fishing  by  Saturday.  Angling  this  week  has  been 
slow  and  confined  to  worm  fishing;  a  fair  number 
have  been  out  in  the  early  morning,  and  some  fair- 
sized  trout,  roach,  and  perch  have  been  landed. — 
S.  Ludlow. 

Teify  (Llandyssil). — We  are  still  having  assorted 
varieties  of  weather  here,  and  this  has  not  improved 
matters  much.  On  several  occasions,  just  as  the 
river  is  coming  into  good  order,  more  rain  comes 
and  spoils  all  for  a  day  or  two.  Three  salmon  are 
reported,  one  by  John  Edwards,  towards  the  end  of 
last  week,  near  Llandyssil  Bridge,  and  two  on 
May  12  by  Col.  Aslett,  Carmarthen,  and  Dr.  Ditcham, 
weighing  respectively  91b.  and  19^1b.,  both  of  which 
were  caught  on  the  Perth  Hotel  waters.  Several 
good  baskets  of  big  trout  have  been  taken  during 
the  floods  with  worm.  Excellent  sport  is  antici- 
pated. River  to-day  (May  13)  in  good  condition. — 
T.  G.  T. 

Test,  etc. — This  river  for  some  days  has  been  in 
the  hands  of  weed  cutters,  so  few  rods  have  been 
out.  On  Saturday  one  rod  caught  five  fish,  over 
Jib.  average,  four  of  these  with  an  Iron  Blue  and 
one  with  a  Wickham.  The  best  day  I  heard 
of  last  week  was  eleven  fish  by  one  angler, 
these  weighed  221b.  15oz.,  killed  with  Spent 
Olive.    On  May  11  a  rod  went  out  in  the  after- 


noon, 'and  took  eight  fish  weighing  respectively 
31b.  loz.,  31b.,  21b.  lOoz.,  21b,  4oz.,  lib.  14oz., 
llb.'lloz.,  1  lb.  4oz.,  1  lb.  4oz.  Six  of  them  were 
taken  with  an  Iron  ISlue  and  two  with  Dark  Olive. 
Both  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  there  was  for  some 
reason  far  less  fly  on  the  upper  water  than  lower 
dovm  the  river. — Olive  Dun. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  water  is  now  in  excellent  con- 
dition for  the  salmon  angler,  and  is  likely  to  remain 
so  for  some  time,  so  that  good  sport  is  anticipated. 
On  May  7,  Mr.  R.  St.  John  Beasley  had  one  salmon, 
151b.,  on  his  private  water.  On  May  8,  Mr. 
Tristram,  one,  18|lb.,  in  Batt's  Hole.  On  May  11, 
Mr.  Russell  Gray,  three,  121b.,  161b.,  and  201b., 
near  Pontygoitro ;  Mr.  Pryce- Jenkins,  one,  191b., 
on  Brynderwen  Flat;  Mr.  Tristram,  one,  221b.,  in 
the  Weir  Pool;  Mr.  Sweet-Escott,  one;  Mr.  Cart- 
wright,  one,  271b.,  in  Parker's  Hole. — T.  R. 

Wye  (Upper).— Mr.  E.  W.  Jones,  of  Pantydwr, 
who  is  an  enthusiastic  sportsman,  had  a  good  day 
on  the  Marteg  on  May  9.  His  catch  totalled 
upwards  of  100  trout,  all  in  excellent  condition. 
Mr.  Dennis  Prothero  also  had  lOJlb.  of  nice  trout 
in  the  Upper  Wye  on  the  same  day.  Smaller 
catches  have  also  been  made  by  other  anglers. 
There  has  been  an  exceedingly  fine  run  of  saJmon 
in  the  upper  Wye  this  season.  Mr.  Venables 
Llewelyn  laas  had  capital  sport.  His  recent  catches 
on  the  Llysdinam  waters  have  been — May  4,  211b., 
171b.,  njlb.  161b.,  and  15lb.  respectively;  May  5, 
231b.,  17|lb.,  161b.,  and  191b.  respectively;  May  6, 
28Jlb.  May  9,  on  the  same, waters,  Mr.  Evan 
Thomas  had  two,  each  scaling  201b.  May  11,  same 
water,  Mr.  G.  Cornewall  had  four,  scaling  221b., 
221b.,  201b.,  and  201b.,  and  Mr.  Venables  Llewelyn 
also  had  one  on  the  same  date.  On  May  1 1  Mr. 
Hoi  brook,  fishing  the  Brynwem  waters,  had  two, 
26|^lb.  and  15 Jib.  respectively,  and  on  (May  12  he 
had  another,  161b.  During  Monday  and  'Tuesday 
(May  11  and  12)  seven  were  killed  on  theDoldowlod 
waters. — W.  B.  H.-; 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  — ■  The 
above  rivers  are  toning  down  nicely,  but  the  Der- 
went  has  still  a  large  volume  of  water  coming  down 
its  course.  A  good  few  anglers  have  been  on  the  Wye, 
and  some  have  had  fairly  good  sport.  Baskets  rang- 
ing from  two  to  four  and  five  brace  have  been 
obtained;  trout  in  this  river  have  improved  very 
much  in  condition  of  late.  The  higher  reaches  of  the 
Derwent  are  now  in  good  order  for  the  fly,  that  is, 
Hathersage  and  Chatsworth  fisheries.  Nice  creels 
of  three  to  five  and  six  brace  per  rod.  The  Darley 
Dale  club's  water  is  yet  rather  high,  but  a  few  nice 
fish  have  been  taken  by  those  who  have  persevered, 
and  most  fish  have  been  taken  with  a  sunken  fly. 
The  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association 
water  yielded  a  few  good  fish.  Bottom  fishing, 
and  also  the  minnow,  is  allowed  from  Matlock 
Bridge  to  the  Masson  weir,  Matlock  Bath,  and 
there  are  some  good  fish  in  this  length.  Thi«  water 
below  Cromford  is  rather  high  but  improving.  The 
prospect  is  fairly  good,  as  we  are  having  a  few 
showers  of  rain,  but  not  in  any  quantity,  to  raise 
rivers.  Useful  flies:  Yellow  Dun,  March  Brown, 
Hare's  Ear,  Little  Yellow  May  Dun,  Blue  Dun, 
Sand  Fly,  Yellow  Sally,  and  Mulberry  Bumble. — 
Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks.). — The  atmospheric  conditions  during 
the  last  few  days  have  been  changeable,  although 
some  days  the  weather  has  been  delightful,  which 
has  enabled  anglers  to  visit  their  favourite 
fishing  waters.  The  Yore  has  been  in  fine 
trim  and  [sport  has  been  very  good  in  the 
upper  reaches  during  the  last  few  ,days  in  the 
waters  of  the  Hawes  Angling  Association,  also  at 
Aysgarth  and  Wensley.  In  the  districts  of  Masjiam 
and  Bipon  a  fair  number  of  anglers  have  been  out, 
and  in  some  instances  some  very  fair  sport  has 
been  met  with.  The  Swale  has  been  in  nice  trim 
the  last  few  days.  In  the  upper  waters  of  this 
river  some  very  fair  sport  has  been  had  at  Richmond 
and  Easeby.  The  Wharfe  has  been  in  angling 
trim  during  the  last  few  days ;  the  weather  has 
been  warmer  and  the  fish  are  feeding  better  and 
are  now  in  fine  condition.  In  the  upper  reaches 
some  very  nice  sport  has  been  met  with  at  Kilnsey 
and  Grassington.  Also  on  the  Burnsall  length  some 
veryjnice  sport  has  been  met  with  the  fly.  At  Bolton 
Woods  a  fair  number  of  anglers  have  been  out  and 
some  very  good  baskets  of  trout  have  been 
caught  with  the  fly,  best  files  being  Orange  Part- 
ridge, with  tinsel.  Needle  Brown,  Waterhen  Bloa, 
Snipe  Bloa,  and  Dark  Watchet.  In  the  districts  of 
Burley,  Otley,  and  Pool,  a  great  number  of  anglers 
have  been  out  during  the  week,  the  weather  has 
improved  and  the  Stone  fiy  is  out  in  great  number, 
but  for  some  reason  the  fish  are  not  looking  at  them. 
On  May  9,  Mr.  J.  H.  R.  Bazley  got  nine  nice  trout, 
several  weighing  just  a  pound  and  over,  the  best 
weighing  lib.  9oz.  Mr.  W.  Grassham  and  others 
have  also  done  well.  Mr.  Mawhood  got  a  nice  basket 
of  trout  with  the  fly  the  other  day. — J.  E.  Milleb. 
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SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Beanly  and  Conoix. — The  Beauly  has  been  in 
excellent  ply  during  last  week,  and  good  sport  was 
obtained.  Out  from  his  headquarters  in  the  Lovat 
Arms  Hotel  on  May  4,  Mr.  G.  S.  Gibbons  landed 
two  salmon,  weighing  81b.  and  71b.,  on  the  Home 
water;  on  the  same  date,  fishing  the  Falls  Beat, 
Major  Stamer  landed  two  of  101b.  and  81b.  On 
May  5  Major  Stamer  landed  one  of  101b.  on  the 
Home  water.  On  May  6  Mr.  G.  S.  Gibbons  landed 
two  of  101b.  each  on  the  Home  water,  while  on 
the  same  date  Major  Stamer  landed  one  of  81b.  on 
Falls  Beat.  On  May  7  Mr.  G.  S.  Gibbons  landed 
one  of  91b.  on  the  Falls  Beat,  and  Major  Stamer  one 
of  lO^lb.  on  the  Home  water.  On  May  8  Mr.  G.  S. 
Gibbons  got  one  of  8}lb.  on  the  Home  water.  On 
May  9  Mr.  G.  S.  Gibbons  had  two  salmon  of  lOpb. 
and  81b.  from  the  Falls  Beat,  while  on  the  Home 
water  Major  Stamer  had  one  of  91b.  In  the  tidal 
waters  the  lessees  continue  to  have  very  good  sport, 
grand  baskets  of  sea-trout  having  been  landed. 
The  best  basket  was  thirty-six  trout,  weighing 
341b.,  to  one  rod.  Conon. — The  mild  westerly  wind 
brought  down  the  river  into  nice  angling  condition, 
with  the  result  that  on  the  Scatwell,  Coul,  Fairburn, 
and  Brahan  Castle  waters  sixteen  salmon  and 
several  nice  creels  of  sea  and  brown  trout  were 
landed.  Fishing  the  tidal  pools  below  the  railway 
bridge,  several  local  anglers  landed  a  few  nice 
baskets  of  trout.  The  netting  lessees,  too,  had  a 
much  improved  take. — A.  R. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— Since 
last  report  sport  has  been  as  follows — but  condi- 
tions have  in  every  way  been  most  unfavourable. 
On  May  4,  Col.  H.  Piatt,  C.B.,  of  Gruinards,  landed 
a  91b.  salmon  on  Gruinards  water  ;  and  Mr.  Reginald 
Wood,  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  one  of  similar  weight 
on  Invercharron  water.  On  May  5,  Col.  Piatt  had 
an  8-poimder  on  Gruinards  water  ;  and  Mr.  Reginald 
Wood,  one  of  8|lb.  on  Invercharron  water.  On 
May  6,  Mr.  Blyth,  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  landed 
two  salmon  of  7  Jib.  and  81b.,  on  Gledfield  water. 
On  May  7,  Mr.  Reginald  Wood,  two  salmon,  7  Jib. 
and  81b.,  on  Invercharron  water ;  and  Mr.  Blyth, 
two,  7 Jib.  and  8 Jib.,  on  Gledfield  water.  The  rest 
of  the  week  was  blank  on  all  the  beats;  but  on 
Monday,  May  11,  Mr.  Crompton,  Balnagown  Arms 
Hotel,  landed  a  salmon  weighing  101b.  on  the  Brae- 
langwell  water.  On  Tuesday  the  prospects  were 
more  promising. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — The  late  rains  put  the 
river  in  slight  flood,  which  enticed  a  fresh  run  of 
fish  to  the  upper  waters.  On  the  Huijtly  section 
last  week,  Mr.  Rough  had  two  fish  of  61b.  and  71b., 
and  Mr.  Cruickshank  one  of  61b.  On  the  Inver- 
markie  water  one  fish  of  61b.  was  killed.  At  the 
beginning  of  this  week  there  were  a  large  number 
of  anglers  on  the  river  on  the  Duff  House  and  lower 
water.  A  goodly  number  of  trout  were  captured, 
the  heaviest  scaling  21b.  Owing  to  the  fine  weather 
on  the  coast  little  has  been  done  at  the  salmon  net 
fishings  for  some  weeks.  The  first  grilse  for  the 
season  was  caught  in  the  sea  about  a  week  ago. 
This  is  three  weeks  earlier  than  last  season. — H.  W. 

Inclinadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland). — On  May  2, 
Captain  Walker,  on  Loch  Assynt,  five  trout,  71b. 
On  May  6,  Admiral  Walker,  on  Loch  Assynt,  four, 
7  Jib.  (heaviest,  31b.);  Captain  Walker,  on  Hill  Lochs, 
eight,  4  Jib.  On  May  7,  Admiral  Walker,  on  Loanan, 
nine,  61b.  On  May  8,  Admiral  Walker,  on  Mid 
Assynt,  five,  41b.  Weather  favourable,  and  good 
sport  expected. — W.  Wallace. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland  (Bonarbridge,  N.B.). — 
Sea-trout  angling  is  not  improving  much,  neither  is 
the  netting;  in  fact,  the  takes  of  the  past  week 
showed  a  slight  decrease  as  compared  with  the 
previous  week.  Although  netting  operations  were 
prosecuted  daily  (Monday  excepted)  on  all  the 
stations,  which  include  Balnagown  fishings  on  the 
Kyle,  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie's  Skibo  fishings  at  the 
head  of  the  Dornoch  Firth,  the  Invercharron  and 
the  Balblair  fishings,  it  is  estimated  that  only  about 
GJcwt.  of  salmon  had  been  consigned  to  Billingsgate 
in  the  course  of  the  week. — B. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland  (Invershin,  N.B.). — 
The  Kyle  at  this  part  is  in  excellent  fishing  order, 
and  good  sport  is  anticipated.  The  following  are 
amongst  the  best  takes  within  the  past  few  days  : — 
On  May  6,  which  was  wet  and  thundery,  Mr.  Wm. 
Urquhart,  Tain,  was  out  from  Station  Hotel  and 
landed  nine  sea-trout,  which  ranged  in  weight  from 
lib.  to  2Jlb.  each.  On  May  7,  Mr.  James  Ross, 
Invershin,  had  seven  sea-trout,  61b.  On  May  11, 
Mr.  Wm.  Urquhart  in  a  few  hours  landed  six  sea- 
trout  weighing  from  1  lb.  to  1  Jib. — ^B. 

Loch.  Zieven  (Kinross). — The  weather  has 
become  bright  and  mild,  but  there  is  very  little 
doing  here  in  the  way  of  catches,  and  fewer  anglers 
are  going  out.  There  is  an  almost  entire  absence 
of  flies  on  the  water,  and  fish  are  not  rising. 
Trolling  with  minnow  is  equally  unsuccessful  at 
present,  though  the  loch  has  shown  an  unusually 
large  stock  of  fish.    Competitors  at  anghng  club 


competitions  have  been  carrying  off  the  prizes 
with  one  or  two  trout.  The  most  successful  club 
to  compete  was  Coatbridge,  when  twenty  com- 
petitors captured  fifty-one  trout,  381b. ;  Mr.  J.  D. 
Garnie  had  the  first  prize  with  six  trout,  51b.  7oz.  ; 
Mr.  J.  J.  Harris,  Green  Hotel,  Kinross,  captured 
the  heaviest  this  season.  It  was  a  beauty  of 
31b.  6oz.,  and  was  captured  with  fly.  The  best 
catches  by  private  parties  were  Mr.  Riddell, 
London,  eight  trout,  71b.  8oz. ;  Captain  Stewart, 
Hamilton,  six  trout,  91b. ;  Messrs.  Hore,  Walker, 
and  Crawford,  Edinburgh,  eleven  trout,  121b.  8oz. ; 
Captain  Reid,  eleven  trout,  1 1  lb.  Soz. — Robt.  B. 
Laino. 

Loch  Ness  (Douglas  Hotel). — On  May  4  Mr. 

R.  M.  Cameron  landed  four  trout,  4Jlb.,  with  fly; 
on  May  5,  twelve  trout,  71b.,  and  one  sea-trout, 
2Jlb. ;  on  May  8,  two  trout,  3Jlb.  ;  and  on  May  9, 
eleven  trout  and  one  sea-trout,  8Jlb. — R.  C. 

Loch  Tay  (Eillin  Hotel). — On  May  6,  Mr. 
Butten,  Perth,  landed  a  fine  trout  of  4Jlb.  On 
May  11,  Mr.  R.  C.  Burton,  Cheltenham,  one  salmon, 
17Jlb. ;  Mr.  C.  Willison,  fourteen  trout,  8 Jib.  On 
May  12,  Mr.  P.  Ross,  eighteen  trout,  9Jlb. ;  Mr. 
R.  C.  Burton,  one  salmon,  181b. — H.  J.  Kjiight. 

Lyon  (Portingall  Hotel).— On  May  6,  Mr.  E.  H. 
Liddell,  Sussex,  one  salmon,  91b. ;  Mr.  G.  Brooks- 
bank,  Newton-le- Willow,  two,  191b.  and  171b.  On 
May  7,  Mr.  Brooksbank,  one,  21  lb. ;  McNab,  keeper, 
fishing  Sir  Donald  Carrie's  rod,  two,  21  lb.  and 
12Jlb.  On  May  9,  Dewar,  keeper,  one,  15 Jib.  On 
May  8,  Mr.  Mcgregor,  Edinburgh,  nine  trout,  5Jlb. 
On  May  9,  Mr.  Jackson,  Glasgow,  ten  trout,  61b. 
— R.  Stewart. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).  —  On 
April  27,  Mr.  Combe,  Skelpick  Lodge,  landed  one 
salmon  on  Beat  No.  1,  and  Mr.  Oppenheim  one  on 
No.  2.  A  Rhefail  Lodge  rod  had  one  on  No.  4,  and 
Mr.  Hutcheson,  Skelpick  Lodge,  one  on  private 
water.  On  April  28,  Mr.  GUI,  Syre  Lodge,  one 
salmon  on  No.  1  ;  Mr.  Ogilvie,  Rhefail  Lodge,  one 
on  No.  4 ;  and  Mr.  Combe  two  on  No.  2.  On 
April  29  the  Skelpick  Lodge  rods  landed  three 
salmon  on  private  water ;  Mr.  Gill  two  on  Nos.  1 
and  2  ;  and  Mr.  Ogilvie  one  on  No.  6.  On  April  30 
Mr.  Combe  had  one  on  No.  4 ;  Mr.  Gill  two  on 
No.  2;  and  Mr.  Ogilvie  one,  weighing  211b.,  on 
No.  1.  On  May  1,  Mr.  Gill  one  salmon  on  No.  3, 
and  Mr.  Ogilvie  one  on  No.  2.  On  May  2,  Lieut. 
Gill,  R.N.,  Syre  Lodge,  one  on  No.  4 ;  Mr.  Jackson, 
Skelpick  Lodge,  one  on  No.  6 ;  and  Mr.  Meak, 
Skelpick  Lodge,  two,  of  161b.  and  191b.,  on  No.  1. 
On  May  4,  Mr.  Jackson  one  on  No.  1  ;  Mr.  Meak 
one  on  No.  2  ;  and  Mr.  Gill  one  on  No.  6.  During 
the  rest  of  the  week  the  river  was  in  flood.  On 
Wednesday  night  (May  6)  it  rose  at  Rhefail  Bridge 
from  19in.  to  42Ln.  There  was  also  a  severe  storm 
of  thunder  and  lightning,  which  did  considerable 
damage  in  several  places. — B. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee,  Don,  etc, — Sport 
has  revived  with  the  advent  of  more  genial  weather, 
and  wo\ild  have  been  better  in  results  had  there 
been  more  sportsmen  on  the  scene,  but  the  fact  is 
that  they  are  elsewhere,  and  most  of  the  results  are 
to  the  local  gillies  and  such  like.  On  the  King's 
water  at  Balmoral  Sir  Dighton  Probyn  had  a  flying 
cast  with  Mr.  Miehie  on  His  Majesty's  water  while 
on  a  visit  to  Balmoral.  On  the  Aboyne  reaches 
Major  Bethune  had  two  fish  of  161b.  and  131b.  ; 
Colonel  Selim,  three  of  61b.,  61b.,  and  191b.,  and  Mr. 
Hardie,  three  of  81b.,  81b.,  and  11  Jib.  On  the  Dess 
water.  Major  and  Mrs  Davidson  had  several,  whUe 
good  sport  fell  to  the  rods  of  Mrs.  and  Miss  Picker- 
ing and  other  anglers  on  the  Kincardine  O'Neil 
beats.  On  the  Woodend  water  twenty-one  fish 
were  got  last  week.  On  Cairnton,  Lord  Penrhyn's 
gillies  had  no  less  than  forty-one  for  six  dajs  ending 
May  8,  weighing  from  61b.  to  191b.  On  the  Durris 
water,  Mr.  Baird's  keeper  had  nineteen  fish  ranging 
up  to  as  many  pounds.  Mr.  Meakin,  on  the  Durris 
Bridge  Pool,  had  eighteen  fish  (two  of  181b.  and 
201b.).  On  the  Park  water  Miss  Riviere  had 
excellent  eport,  while  almost  on  every  beat  fish 
were  plentiful  since  May  8.  On  the  Poldown,  Mr. 
John  Cowe  had  a  beauty  of  14Jlb.,  the  first  this 
season.  All  over  there  was  a  grand  revival  of  sport. 
Don. — This  river  has  not  yet  got  into  the  best  of 
angling  trim.  However,  on  the  Pitmedden  water 
Grant  (keeper)  had  seven  fish  during  the  past  two 
weeks,  and  any  amount  of  trout,  while  one  or  two 
others  fared  equally  well.  On  the  Kintore  water 
several  anglers  had  excellent  baskets  of  trout,  one  of 
which — on  the  Kintore  Burgh — weighed  6  Jib.  There 
is  a  decided  scarcity  of  rods,  while  the  prospects  are 
that  the  month  of  May  will  prove  more  prolific  of 
sport  than  has  been  the  case  for  the  past  two 
months. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  rivers  are  now  In 
good  fly  order.  In  the  Annan  a  number  of  sea- 
trout  have  fallen  to  the  rods.  Mr.  Macpherson, 
fishing  the  tidal  part  of  the  Annan,  had  a  sea-trout 
with  fly  and  a  few  yellow  trout.  Mr.  R.  Graham, 
fishing  the  Brewery  water,  took  one  sea-trout  and 


four  yellow  trout.  Mr.  David  Walker,  one  sea-trout, 
and  one  yellow  trout,  at  the  Howes  pool  corner.  In 
Mount  Annan  water,  on  May  9,  Captain  Thorburn 
landed  one  sea-trout  and  a  number  of  yellow  trout. 
Mr.  Pasley-Dironi'a  keeper,  fishing  at  the  Mount 
Annan  side  of  the  Cauld  on  the  same  date,  took 
three    sea  -  trout   and    two    yellow    trout.  On 
May  11    Mr.  James  Dixon  had  one  sea  -  trout, 
and  Mr.  Robert  Graham  one  sea  trout.     In  Hod- 
dora  Castle  portion  several  good  sea-trout  have  been 
landed,  and  similar  reports  come  from  Sir  Robert 
Buchan-Jardine's  section  at  Castlemilk.     In  the 
upper  and  middle  waters  som©  good  baskets  of 
yellow  trout  were  taken  on  May  9  wliile  river  was  in 
flood.    The  Dumfries  Nith  and  Tributaries. — In 
the  Mid-Nithsdale  Association  portion  a  number  of 
yellow  trout  fell   to  the  rods,  and  the  Upper 
Nithsdale  Association  part  at  Sanquhar  did  fairly 
well.    By  the  liberality  of  Mr.  Sm-th,  of  Cragie- 
lands,  Beattock  of  Moffat,  the  Dumfries  Angling 
Association  had  a  fine  lot  of  trout  placed  in 
their  waters  laat  week.     The  Cluden  and  Cairn 
are  affording  better  sport  since   the  rain  fell. 
The  Galloway  Rivers. — Angling  is  now  much 
better  on  the  Stewartry  rivers.     The  Fleet  of 
Gatehouse,  as  also  the  Dee  of  Kirkcudbrightshire, 
are  affording  improved  sport.    In  the  estuary  of 
the  Solway  trout  are  making  a  good  show.  Ayr- 
shire RrvEBS  AND  Lochs. — In  the  upper  Ayr  some 
nice  creels  of  yellow  trout  have  fallen  to  the  rods 
with  the  fly.   Loch  Doon  of  Dalmellington  is  giving 
improved  sport.  On  May  8,  Mr.  Graham  and  party 
had  thirty-eight  yellow  trout  with  the  fly,  and 
other  rods  also  had  good  sport.    On  May  9  the 
Galston    Angling  Club  held  a  competition  with 
the  Kilmarnock  club,  the  Galston  club  winning. 
On  the  same  date  Messrs.  Macorie  and  Crawford 
fished  for  three  hours  and  took  thirty-six  trout. 
Mr.  John  Graham  and  Mr.  J.  K.  Hunter,  out  from 
the  Black  Bull  Hotel,  had  forty-eight  yellow  trout, 
Mr.  A.  C.  White  and  Mr.  Meikle  fifty-five,  Mr. 
McEwan  forty-one,  Mr.  Brown  and  Mr.  Smith  fifty- 
four,  and  Mr.  Campbell  forty.    All  the  catches  were 
made  with  fly.    The  Stincher  at  Balantrae  and  the 
Girvan  are  doing  better. — Heathebbell. 

Spey  (Aberlour).  —  The  following  fish  were 
caught  on  Aberlour  House  water  by  James  Watt, 
fisherman,  during  the  past  week  : — May  4,  one  of 
61b.  ;  May  5,  one  of  5Ib. ;  May  6,  one  of  181b  ;  May 
8,  one  of  61b. ;  May  9,  one  of  6Jlb.  Good  baskets  of 
finnock  and  trout  have  also  been  got. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — An  unusually  heavy  rain- 
fall characterised  the  weather  during  last  week,  so 
that  the  river  has  been  running  rather  high,  and 
sport  continues  poor.  Salmon  are  running  in  con- 
siderable numbers,  while  sea-trout  are  taking  the 
river  in  large  numbers.  Fron  Mr.  McCorquodale's 
(Tulchan)  water  seven  salmon  were  landed  for  the 
week.  On  the  Knockando  House  water,  on  Ma5'  5, 
Mr.  James  Shand,  fisherman,  had  a  salmon  of  8 Jib., 
and  on  Monday  Mr.  Ralph  Smith  one  of  the  same 
weight  from  the  Carron  House  water,  while  on 
May  5  Mr.  James  Grant  had  also  one  of  8Jlb. 
From  the  Laggan  House  (Carron)  water  (Colonel 
Grant's),  on  May  5,  Mr.  H.  Cumming,  fisherman, 
had  a  salmon  of  71b.,  and  on  May  7  one  of  5lb." 
From  the  Wester  Elchies  water,  on  Monday,  Mr. 
R.  Clutterbuck  had  two  salmon,  and  Lord  Elliot 
one ;  on  May  7  Mr.  Clutterbuck  one  of  8Jlb.,  and 
on  May  8  one  of  lOJlb.  Mr.  Ridley,  fishing  the 
Easter  Elchies  water  on  Monday,  killed  two  salmon 
of  71b.  and  131b.  From  the  Arndilly  water,  on 
Monday,  three  salmon  of  71b.,  71b.,  and  161b.  were 
landed.  On  the  Aikenway  section  of  the  Arndilly 
water,  on  Monday,  Mr.  J.  Dallas,  fisherman,  had 
four  salmon  of  61b.,  6Jlb.,  71b.,  and  201b.  On  the 
Rothes  water,  on  Monday,  Mr.  Scott  killed  two 
salmon  of  6Jlb.  and  81b.,  and  Mr.  Peto  three  of  41b., 
5 Jib.,  and  81b.,  and  next  day  one  of  13Jlb.,  while 
Mr.  Scott  had  one  of  171b.,  and  Mr.  Harding  one 
of  1 1  lb.  On  the  Aikenway  House  portion  of  the 
Arndilly  water,  on  May  5,  three  salmon  of  6Jlb., 
71b.,  and  81b.  were  landed,  and  on  the  Delfur  water 
nineteen  salmon  were  landed  for  the  week. — J.  M. 

Tay. — Excellent  sport  continues  to  be  obtained 
on  the  middle  reaches  of  the  river.  For  week  ending 
May  11  : — Mr.  Graeme  Whitelaw  killed  four  fish  of 
231b.,  171b.,  171b.,  and  141b.  on  May  4,  one  of  181b. 
on  May  6,  and  another  of  141b.  on  May  8.  Mr. 
Thomson  got  one  of  161b.  on  May  6,  and  another  of 
191b.  on  May  8,  while  Mr.  Wauchope  had  two 
salmon  of  171b.  and  141b.  on  May  6,  and  two  of 
191b.  and  171b.  on  May  8,  all  on  the  Murthly  Castle 
water.  Mr.  H.  W.  Johnston  caught  three  fish  of 
201b.,  191b.,  and  131b.,  on  Edradynate  water,  on 
May  8,  while  Mr.  Jas.  Stewart,  gamekeeper,  landed 
one  fish  of  141b.  on  May  5,  two  of  191b.  and  171b. 
on  May  6,  one  of  181b.  on  May  7,  and  one  of  151b. 
on  May  11,  on  the  Grandtully  Castle  water. — A.  A. 

Thurso  and  Brora. — On  the  Thurso,  Mr.  Greg, 
on  May  2,  had  five  fish  on  Beat  8,  and  three  fish  on 
Beat  9,  heaviest  13!b  ;  on  May  5  he  had  two  fish 
on  Beat  9,  161b.  and  61b.,  and  one  fish  on  Beat  8, 
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OGDEN&SCOTFORD 

CHELTENHAM, 

Fly  Dressers,  Practical  Anglers, 
Fishing  Rod,    Reel,  and  Tackle 
Manufacturers, 

9  GOLD,  SILVER,  AND  OTHER  AWARDS. 


KILLED  A  74LB.  FISH. 

MAJOR  AV  writes  aa  follows  : 

Mandalay,  July  10th,  1907. 
"Please  send  to  W.  A.  H.,  Esq.,  a  14  ft.  6  in. 
BlueMahoe  Rod,  similar  to  those  you  recently 
sent  out,  but  lighter.  JIajor  W- —  is  glad 
to  be  able  to  tell  Messrs.  Ogden  and  Scotford 
that  the  16  ft.  Mahoe  Rod  he  had  from  them 
continues  to  give  complete  satisfaction. 
Amongst  other  big  Mahaeer  this  season  it 
killed  a  741b.  fish  handsomely." 


CHARMED  WITH  HIS  MAHOE  ROD. 


Bruton  Street,  W.,  Sept.  13,  1907. 

"  I  am  sending  you  my  lift.  Mahoe  Rod  I 
got  from  you  two  years  ago,  which  I  like 
enormously.  I  have  never  fished  with  a 
better  Rod.  It  you  have  a  duplicate  of  it 
please  forward  it  to  enclosed  address.  I 
should  like  to  know  if  you  have  a  similar 
rod  to  send  me  18  ft.  in  length. — Yours 
truly,  0.  M." 


Inverness  Iereaoe,  W. 

Messrs.  Ogden  &  SCOTFOKD,  Pittville,  Cheltenham. 

Dear  Sirs. — It  gives  me  very  great  pleasure  to  speak  of  the  17-ft.  Grilse  Rod  you  made  for  me 
last  spring  of  the  Deveraux  Mahoe  Wood  with  snake  rings. 

After  a  careful  trial  of  the  Rod  last  year,  extending  over  three  months,  in  all  kinds  of  weather 
and  water,  I  can  only  say  that  it  leaves  far  behind,  in  all  the  qualities  most  essential  to  a  perfect 
rod,  the  other  known  materials  as  Greenheart,  Split  Cane,  Bamboo,  Hickory,  &c. 

It  is  two-thirds  the  specific  gravity  of  Greenheart,  and  some  ounces  lighter  than  Split  Cane 
Rods  of  the  same  length,  and  of  a  toughness  that  can  hardly  be  estimated  ;  as  although  in  taking 
up  long  line  to  make  a  cast,  the  fly  getting  firmly  hooked  in  thick  sea  weed,  yet  with  the  sti  ain 
of  very  thick  tackle  the  top  and  middle  joints  have  never  given  way,  as  Greenheart  would  have 
done  to  a  certainty  in  a  like  situation. 

Casting  with  this  Mahoe  Rod  is  a  pleasure,  not  a  labour,  the  action  being  both  powerful  in 
casting  out  and  quick  in  recovering  the  heavy  undressed  silk  line  I  am  in  the  habit  of  using. 
The  wonderful  life  displayed  by  this  wood  when  playing  a  fish  is  also  very  much  in  its  favour, 
the  power  of  giving  and  taking  being  very  remarkable. 

I  find  that  the  three  joints  are  as  straight  to-day  as  when  the  rod  left  your  works. 

If  I  could  add  anything  more  that  would  give  additional  weight  to  the  fact  of  the  excellence 
of  the  Deveraux  Mahoe  for  all  kinds  of  rods,  I  should  be  only  too  glad.  I  am  most  willing  for  you 
to  make  any  use  you  like  of  this  letter,  and  am,  dear  Sirs,  yours  very  truly,  G.E.C. 


National  Roll  of  Marksmen. 

Do  you  want  to  become  a  Rifleman  ? 
IF  so 

Communicate  with 

THE  SOCIETY  OF 
MINIATURE  RIFLE  CLUBS, 

21,  Bucklersbury,  London,  EX. 


H.  MARKS 


To 


PR'CE  THREEPENCE  MONTHLY. 
>yl^Jl^^r>^  YEARLY  SUBSCRIPTION, 
^^^^^^^  4-/-  POST  FREE. 

VOLS.  I.  and  II.  NOW  READY, 
PRICE  5/-  EACH. 

be  obtained  of  all  Newsagents  and  Bookstalls, 
or  from  the  Publishing  Offices, 
21,  BUCKLERSBURY,  LONDON,  B.C. 


J.  E.  MILLER, 

NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  DEPOT,  19,  New  Station  St.,  LEEDS. 

Telegrams  :  "  PISCATOR,  LEEDS." 


TBIiBPHONK  :  No.  2601. 


THE  "WEE"  CHAPMAN F 


Fop  Spinning  a  Small  Minnow 
in  low,  clear  water. 

Price,  with  5  trebles  as  sketch,  1/6. 
>i      I)    3     ,,  X/3» 


MAY  FLIES 

DRESSED   TO  PATTERN 

ON   SHORTEST  NOTICE. 

LARGE  STOCK  IN  GREAT  VARIETY. 

SELECTIONS  SENT  ON  APPROVAL. 
ALL  SHADES,  GREY,  YELLOW  AND  GREEN. 


MAY  FLY  CASTS 

Made  from  SPECIALLY  PICKED  GUT,  Tapered  1/6  each. 

EXTRA  FINE  NATURAL  PICKED  GUT  POINTS 

,  17  inches  long,  13/6  per  hundred. 

The  'TRACEYMaThOLE  CANE  ROD 

FULLY  FITTED,   LOCK  JOINTS,  3  Tops  for  Wet  and  Dry  Fly  and 
Minnow  Fishing,  QRBBN  FINISH,  LIGHT  AND  POWERFUL. 

Price  30I- 


Trout  Fishing 

FORTY  MINUTES  FROM  LONDON. 

ONE  OR  TWO  RODS  TO  LET. 

SEVEN  MILES  OF  STREAM,  PERHAPS  AS 
WELL  STOCKED  AS  ANY  IN  ENGLAND. 

ALL  FISHABLE. 

TROUT  AVERAGE  NEARLY  ONE  POUND. 

Comfortable  Quarters  close  to  water. 
For  particulars  apply  to  "  MANAGER," 
ICKLEFORD   FISHERY,   HITCHIN,  HERTS. 


J.  J.  S.  WALKER, 

Manufacturer  of  High-class  Split  Cane  Rods. 

IMPORTANT  FACTS. 

That  I  make  a  High-class  Rod  at  a  MODERATE  Price. 

That  if  the  purchaser  is  not  satisfied  the  Rod  can  be  returned  and 

money  refunded. 
That  1  have  had  20  years'  experience  as  a  Split  Cane  Rod  builder. 
That  the  material   used  in  the  manufacturing  of  my  rods  is  of  the 

very  best. 

That  my  rods  are  hand-made  throughout. 
That  no  better  can  be  made. 

THE  PERFECT. 

Oft.  to  10  ft.  6  in.,  2  tops,  3  piece  split  cane,  lock-fast  joints,  universal  winch 
fittings,  snake  rings,  agate  butt  and  end  rings,  with  wood  protectors, 

Price  £3  I9s.  6d. 

.T.  .T.  S.  WALKER,  Alnwick.  West  Hartlepool,  October  9tli,  1907. 

"DeaFSir, — The  two  rods,  '  Split  Cane,"  you  built  for  me  are,  to  my  mind,  as  near  as  it  is' 
possible  to  be  perfect  as  to  weiglit,  balance,  and  finish.   Tliey  have  given  me  entire  satisfaction." 

Yours  faithfully,  A.  B.  H. 

IsrORTHEFtlSr  ROO "works,  AX^NWICff. 
PRICE  LIST  FREE. 


Mat  16,  1908 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


385 


151b.  Mr.  Miller,  on  May  2,  had  one  fish,  11  lb.,  on 
Beat  7  ;  on  May  5  he  had  two  fish,  151b.  and  11  Jib., 
on  Beat  7;  and  on  May  6  he  had  one  fish,  71b.,  on 
Beat  5.  Mr.  Mackay,  on  May  C,  had  one  fish,  171b., 
on  Beat  7.  Mr.  Marshall,  on  May  7,  had  one  fish, 
81b.,  on  Loch  Beg.  Mr.  Finlayson,  on  May  7,  had 
one  fish,  5Jlb.,  on  Beat  5.  On  the  Brora,  Mr. 
Gunnis,  of  Gordonbush,  had  thirteen  salmon  on 
May  4,  ten  on  May  5,  one  on  May  6,  and  one 
on  May  7.  Mr.  Milburn  had  one  fish  on  May  5, 
one  on  May  6,  three  on  May  7,  and  three  on 
May  8.  Mr.  Gunnis'  catch  of  twenty-three  salmon 
in  two  days  will  almost  be  a  record  for  Scotland 
this  year. — Ultima  Thtjle. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
Salmon  angling  may  now  be  regarded  as  finished 
for  the  spring  season,  and  it  may  be  said  to  have 
been  very  unproductive.  Trout  fishers  have  been 
somewhat  disappointed,  but  some  fairly  good  takes 
have  been  got  by  those  who  were  on  the  spot  when 
the  rise  came  on.  Mr.  T.  J.  Hogarth  killed 
during  ten  days'  angling  133  trout,  weighing  451b., 
and  on  Saturday  last  he  had  a  basket  which 
included  a  yellow  trout  of  21b.  On  the  Leader, 
Master  Tom  Broomfield,  fifteen  years  of  age,  on 
May  8,  had  a  trout  of  4ilb.  On  the  Whitadder, 
Mr.  Faed,  with  fly,  had  lOJlb.,  and  Mr.  T.  Calder 
had  nearly  41b.  with  worm.  In  the  Greenlaw 
district  (Berwicks'iire)  sport  has  been  very  fair : — 
Messrs.  Murray,  71b.  ;  Robert  Trotter,  51b. ;  Alex. 
Sandilands,  4Jlb. ;  William  JuUy,  3Jlb.  ;  and  Robert 
Douglas,  SJlb.  In  the  Galashiels  district  of 
the  Tweed  some  baskets  were  got,  including 
three  nice  fish  of  1  lb.  each.  On  the  Allen,  in 
Northumberland,  last  week,  Mr.  Glendinning  killed 
thirty  trout  with  fly,  while  Mr.  Dickenson  had 
another  good  creel.  On  the  North  Tyne,  at  Choller- 
ford,  on  Monday,  throe  brothers  landed  forty-three 
trout.  On  the  Blyth  Mr.  Maconachie  killed  a  few 
trout.  On  the  River  Tees,  on  Saturday  last,  Mr. 
Hall  and  Mr.  Ward  caught  five  and  ten  trout 
respectively  with  worm  ;  Mr.  Nelson  creeled  eleven 
during  the  early  part  of  the  week.  Fishing  below 
Irthing  Bridge,  Mr.  William  Porter,  on  May  1,  had 
sixteen  trout  with  worm  ;  Mr.  William  Bennet  also 
had  nine.  Mr.  Joseph  Bell,  above  Ruleholm,  had 
thirteen  ;  Mr.  Edward  Waugh,  above  and  below  the 
"Scaur,"  killed  twenty-one  in  five  hours'  fishing; 
Mr.  H.  S.  Riddell  killed  half  a  dozen  in  Easby 
stretch ;  the  Messrs.  Waters  have  averaged  over  a 
dozen  each  day  ;  Mr.  Parkinson,  fishing  the  Double 
waters,  secured  a  dozen  fine  fish ;  Mr.  J.  Farrar 
had  U^lb.  of  fish  in  a  couple  of  outings;  Navarth 
Castle  anglers  have  not  fared  so  well ;  Mr.  Arm- 
strong creeled  seventeen  at  two  fishings,  and  Mr. 
Potts  half  a  dozen  ;  Mr.  Lawson,  fishing  the  Newby 
water,  accounted  for  eighteen.  On  May  6,  on  the 
Carham  water,  Mr.  Willie  Robson,  the  fisherman, 
killed  an  81b.  salmon  ;  on  the  Cornhill  water,  on 
Monday  last,  Mr.  Corbett  had  also  one  fish  of  the 
same  weight.  On  the  Lees  water,  on  Saturday, 
Mr.  Lloyd  killed  nine  fine  trout  with  fly,  and  on 
May  6  half  a  dozen  with  worm;  Mr.  A.  D.  Cameron, 
on  Monday,  had  six  with  fly,  and  Mr.  Lloyd  had 
five  trout  on  Cornhill  water  ;'  Mr.  Davidson  landed 
four  good  trout ;  Mr.  W.  Robson,  on  Carham  water, 
killed  four  splendid  trout;  Mr.  A.  D.  Cameron,  on 
Birgham,  caught  one  bull-trout  s  caling  3 Jib.,  and 
also  had  two  trout  of  2Jlb.  on  Saturday ;  on 
Norham  water,  on  May  7,  Mr.  Harry  Malcolm 
captured  31b.  of  trout ;  Mr.  Austin  McNay,  on  the 
Leet,  caught  a  dozen  nice  trout ;  on  Saturday  Mr. 
CoUingwood  had  a  basket  of  twenty  trout,  fcaling 
3 Jib.,  on  Thornington  water  ;  Mr.  Selby,  on  May  7, 
had  nine  fine  trout  on  his  own  water,  and  on 
Saturday  half  a  dozen  ;  Mr.  Scott  Briggs,  on  Parton 
water,  on  Monday,  landed  a  dozen,  and  Mr.  George 
A.  Coulson  took  half  a  dozen  on  Saturday.  In  the 
Kelso  district  of  both  Tweed  and  Teviot  baskets  of 
trout  of  from  2 Jib.  upwards  have  been  killed  during 
the  week.  The  rivers  are  now  getting  into  better 
order,  and  anglers  should  have  good  sport  next 
week.  The  net  salmon  fishings  at  Berwick  continue 
in  a  very  unsatisfactory  state. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  and  Tributaries. — Continual  showers  of 
rain  kept  the  Maine,  Blackwater,  Ballinderry,  and 
Moyola  running  in  high  angling  volume,  save  for 
a  short  period  in  the  middle  of  the  week,  when  the 
water  was  discoloured  by  a  semi-fiood.  The  tem- 
perature is  rising,  and  trout  are  taking  small  Olive 
Quills,  Yellow  Duns,  and  Sooty  Olives  more  freely 
than  at  any  time  during  the  season.  The  Bann  rose 
4in.  ;  however,  it  remained  clear,  but  the  fly  could 
only  be  used  on  the  eddies  near  the  banks,  on  the  sur- 
face of  which  sedges  have  appeared  for  the  first  time 
during  the  season.  Catches  of  brown  trout  were 
obtained  at  Portglenone,  and  salmon  which  continue 
coming  in  from  the  sea  are  distributed  on  the  higher 
reaches^and  the  lake.  There  is  prospect  of  sport  on 
the  Kilrea,  Portglenone,  and  Movanagher  reaches 
in  the  coming  week. — Daniel  O'Fee. 
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Belfast  and  District. — The  local  rivers  were  in 
very  fine  order  in  the  past  week,  but  at  time  of 
writing  the  small  streams  are  low  again.  The 
Crossgar,  Lagan,  etc.,  are  in  grand  order  for  the  fly. 
The  Crossgar  fished  fairly  well,  several  good  baskets 
having  been  taken  by  local  men,  the  trout  running 
up  to  31b.  On  the  Clady,  one  day,  Mr.  S.  G.  Taylor 
killed  twenty-eight  trout ;  and  two  bait  fishers  on 
the  Crumlin,  on  May  9,  killed  eight  dozen  trout,  from 
Jib.  to  Jib. ;  and  on  the  Lagan,  at  Dromore,  sport 
was  had.  At  Woodburn,  the  trout  of  the  week  was 
a  magnificent  seven-pounder,  killed  by  Mr.  J.  D. 
Kirk,  Belfast,  on  a  minnow;  and  Mr.  Wm.  Hoey, 
Belfast,  the  same  day  killed  three  trout,  lOlb.,  on 
the  same  water  and  with  the  same  lure.  The  Antrim 
Road  basin,  Belfast,  will  be  opened  for  trout  fisliing 
on  May  1 6,  and  will  be  open  every  evening  from 
5  o'clock,  the  baskets  to  be  limited  to  four  trout.— 
J.  A.  B. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Doneg'al).— Mr.  Johnston 
recently  landed  three  salmon  of  81b.,  9lb..  and  8 Jib., 
and  Mr.  W.  K.  one  of  131b.  on  May  8.  The  river  is 
in  fine  order. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Cummerag'li  and  Inny  (co.  Kerry).  —  The 
Cummeragh  has  been  in  order,  but  only  one  salmon 
has  been  had  on  it  during  the  week — namely,  one 
of  91b.  caught  by  Mr.  Lescher.  On  the  Inny  sport 
is  still  confined  to  brown  trout,  salmon  and  sea- 
trout  not  having  arrived  yet. — T.  J.  D. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers. — The  Blackwater  was  in 
pretty  fair  order  this  week,  and  trout  fishing  about 
the  Aughnacloy  and  Benburb  reaches  was  fair.  The 
Ballinderry  was  in  ply,  and  on  the  Ardtrea  reaches 
and  the  waters  below  the  village  of  Coagh  several 
good  catches  were  effected.  Additional  trout  ;fry 
are  to  be  put  in  the  Ballinderry,  below  Coaeh. — ■ 
J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — The  con- 
stant rain  of  the  past  week  is  keeping  the  river 
high,  yet  some  beautiful  trout  were  taken  by  Captain 
Auchenleck,  Colonel  Carpendale,  the  Lieutenants 
Crawford,  and  others  during  the  past  week.  The 
river  continues  in  grand  salmon  fishing  order,  and 
fresh-run  spring  salmon  are  daily  ascending  the 
river. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons.  ■> 

Killarney. — Brown  trout  have  yielded  generally 
good  sport  on  days  that  were  favourable.  The 
prospects  at  time  of  writing  are  good. — T.  J.  D. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork). — Water  rising  and  failing 
every  other  day.  On  Nettleville  water,  Mr.  A. 
Patchet  had  eight  salmon  during  the  week  of  from 
7Jlb.  to  121b,  and  Mr.  D.  Riordan,  four,  71b.,  81b., 
9 Jib.,  and  11  lb.  On  Fargas  water,  Lieut. -Col. 
Curtis,  R.A.M.C.,  landed  a  magnificent  fish  of  331b., 
fresh  from  the  sea ;  this  is  the  largest  fish  killed 
with  the  rod  on  the  river  for  this  season.  On 
Leehans,  Mr.  Ernest  Lyons,  two,  101b.  and  151b. 
On  Mashonaglass  water,  Mr.  H.  F.  Martin  and  Mr. 
C.  N.  Dountill  had  an  average  of  two  to  three  fish 
each  day,  and  Mr.  H.  Austen,  two,  81b.  and  91b. 
— W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Iiougli  Currane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
No  salmon  have  been  had  since  last  report,  but 
brown  trout  have  furnished  good  sport,  and  a  few 
white  trout  have  been  had.  Outlook  is  much 
improved  at  time  of  writing. — T.  J.  D. 

Loug'h  Melvin. — During  the  past  week  Mr.  A.  J. 
Troup  landed  two  salmon,  81b.  and  101b.  ;  Major 
Hamilton,  one  salmon,  11  lb.,  and  several  fine 
gillaroos  and  brown  trout  up  to  21b.  and  2Uh.  each  ; 


Mr.  E.  M.  Curtler  landed  a  fine  spring  salmon  of 
11  lb.  on  a  trout  fly,  and  several  nice  gillaroo  trout ; 
Mr.  R.  J.,  one  salmon,  81b. ;  Mr.  Wren,  three  Salmo 
ferox,  3Jlb.,  31b.,  and  2Jlb.  ;  Mr.  W.  Mulhern,  one 
salmon,  91b.  ;  Rev.  J.  Timoney,  one,  91b.  —  M. 
Rogan  and  Sons. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Sport  continues  good  at  brown  trout.  The  following 
were  the  best  takes  recorded  during  the  v\  eek  on  the 
different  ^waters: — On  Drenane,  thirty-nine;  on 
Cummeravanig,  thirty-seven ;  on  Coomcatcun, 
forty  ;  and  on  Coomavoher,  twenty-nine. — T.  J.  D. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Fishing  for  the  past 
week  was  poor  owing  to  floods  and  heavy  rains,  but 
the  river  is  coming  into  order  again.  Some  fishing 
is  expected  as  there  is  a  number  of  fish  on  the  run. 
Lough  Conn  fished  fairly  well,  a  good  number  of 
salmon  and  some  good  baskets  of  trout  having  been 
got.  Mr.  B.Armstrong  got  a  large  pike  of  341b.  There 
is  a  large  number  of  salmon  in  the  lough  owing  to 
high  water. — John  Devers. 

Moy  (Loug'hs  Conn  and  Cullen,  Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Weather  here  very  much  against  anglers. 
Mr.  Fred  Scroop,  three  salmon,  81b.,  91b.,  and  lOlb. ; 
Mr.  P.  Roe,  one,  lOJlb. ;  Mr.  M.  Norton,  two,  9Jlb. 
and  12.flb.  Some  very  fine  trout  were  got  on  the 
above  loughs.  Mr.  C.  Penton,  on  Lough  Callow, 
had  thirty-eight  trout ;  Mr.  Scott,  twenty-five  trout. 
Lough  Talt  fished  well,  one  rod  getting  forty-three 
in  one  day.  The  grilse  are  in  fair  numbers  in  the 
river. — Jim  Hearnes  and  Sons. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — Weather  still  very 
wet,  water  unsteady.  On  Doonas,  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams 
killed  one  salmon,  101b.  On  Prospect,  Mr.  R.  Fytche, 
two  salmon,  121b.,  131b.  On  Newgarden,  Mr.  C. 
Williams,  two  salmon,  101b.,  11  lb.  On  Hermitage, 
Lord  Massy,  two  salmon,  341b.,  lOJlb.  On  Wood- 
lands, Mr.  J.  H.  Wheatley,  one  salmon,  31  Jib. 
On  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham's  Worldsend  fishery,  Mrs. 
Ingham,  one  salmon,  151b. — John  Enright  and 
Son. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Pollack  anglers  have  done  well 
whenever  the  weather  permitted. — T.  J.  D. 

Burnham-on-Crouch. — During  the  past  neap 
tides  good  sport  has  been  had  with  the  fish  in  the 
Rivers  Roach  and  Crouch.  On  May  9,  Mr.  H.  Short 
and  a  friend  had  a  miscellaneous  basket,  comprising 
codling,  whiting,  eels,  eel-pouts,  dabs,  and  pouting. 
Others  did  equally  well.  On  May  12,  Mr.  J.  Rich- 
mond had  a  nice  eel  weighing  1  lb.  among  his  catch. 
The  tides  will  be  running  too  strong  this  week-end 
for  rod  and  line  angling. — J.  Wright. 

Castletown  (co.  Cork).— On  favourable  days 
sport  at  pollack  has  been  good,  the  takes  averaging 
about  a  dozen  fish  to  each  rod  or  handline  dailv. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Little  success  has  been 
achieved  by  pier  anglers  during  the  last  few  days, 
though  conditions  of  weather  and  water  have 
been  all  that  could  be  desired.  Pollack  have, 
however,  at  length  put  in  an  appearance,  the 
first  one  of  the  season,  a  plump  fish  of  2Jlb., 
having  fallen  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  T.  Sexton,  on 
May  7,  and  since  that  date  the  same  gentleman 
has  taken  several  others.  Mr.  G.  Band  made  a 
very  fair  mixed  bag  on  May  9,  and  Mr.  Rose  was 
exceptionally  fortunate  in  taking  some  good  dabs 
on  May  10.  The  catches  made  on  May  11  were 
much  below  the  average,  but  embraced  several 
varieties,  namely,  codling,  pollack,  nursedogs,  dabs, 
and  pouting.  Tuesday,  May  12,  again  proved  an 
unproductive  day  to  most  anglers,  though  Mr.  Band 
made  a  decent  mixed  bag.  To-day  (May  13)  a  few 
varieties  were  landed  during  early  morning  hour8,but 
general  results  later  in  the  day  were  scarcely  worthy 
of  record.  No  specimen  of  the  skate  family  has  yet 
been  taken  from  the  pier,  but  Mrs.  Hervey  Macleay's 
long-lines  this  morning  brought  in  ten  skate  and 
twenty- eight  nursedogs,  so  that  pier  anglers  have 
good  hopes  of  success  in  the  near  future. — J. 
Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Falmouth. — Brilliant  weather  with  occasional 
showers  is  greatly  improving  the  fishing.  Mackerel 
are  appearing  and  several  good  takes  are  reported 
— Boatman  Leuty  with  over  sixty  and  boatman 
Toms  with  200.  Pollack  are  becoming  plentiful, 
eighteen  being  taken  in  the  bay  within  half  a  mile 
of  the  beach. — H.  H.  Read. 

Heme  Bay. — Local  anglers  have  been  having 
fair  sport  with  dabs,  eels,  pouting  and  small  codling, 
and  with  fine  weather  bass  should  soon  be  on  the  feed. 
The  seine  net  fishermen  are  getting  bass,  mullet, 
and  garfish.  The  best  bass  was  one  I  weighed  on 
May  13,  10 Jib.  I  have  seen  several  bass  rise  near 
the  shore.— E.  F.  W. 

Llandudno.— The  weather  has  at  last  settled 
down  and  boat  fishing  has  begun  in  earnest.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Berkley,  fishing  on  May  7,  landed  ten 
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of  People  assuming^  and  tradings  in  the  name 
of  OiTden.  AVOXD  disappointment  by 
dealing  at  the  old-established  shop. 


JAMES  OGDEN 


CHELTENHAM. 


The  best  and  most  Artistic  Dry  Fly  Dressers  known  are  in  the 

employ  of  JAMES  OGDEN. 


MAY 


The  heaviest  baskets  on  record  have  been  made  by 

JAS.  OODEN'S  OEMS. 

Some  of  the  patterns  are  positively  irresistible. 


SUNK  ...  4/-  per  doz. 
FLOATING  -  6/- 


FLIES 


PRACTICAL  ANGLER,  and  MANUFACTURER  of  every  DESCRIPTION  of  FISHING  TACKLE. 

Maker  of  Hlgh'Class  Salmon,  Gritse,  and  Trout  RotiSm 


Jas.  Ogden's  ^lultum  in  Parvo"  Fly  Rod,  21f 

A  BETTER  FLY  ROD  IS  BEYOND  THE  ART  OF  ROD  MAKING. 

SENT  ON  APPROVAL  FOR  INSPECTION. 


IMPORTANT  CAUTION. 


The  only  man  by  the  nanne  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  Fishing 

Tackle  Business  in  Cheltenham. 
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codling,  heaviest  3|lb.,  and  fifteen  "  flats,"  up  to 
Jib.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Halatead  and  Mr.  Timperley,  on 
May  11,  caught  a  dozen  codling,  heaviest  2|lb.,  and 
one  pollack,  3Jlb. ;  Mr.  J.  R.  Burton,  on  May  9, 
had  a  nice  catch  of  codling  and  "flats,"  heaviest 
codling  2Jlb.  Intending  visitors  should  write  to 
the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Llandudno  Sea  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion, who  is  always  glad  to  give  every  information 
as  to  the  fishing  to  be  had. — ^Howel  Jones,  Hon. 
Sec. 

Penzance. — Some  fair  sport.  Mr.  H.  T.  Ashby 
(B.S.A.S.),  on  May  9,  caught  sixty-four  mackerel, 
and  yesterday  (May  12),  at  anchor  on  the  Gasson 
Mark,  caught  one  ray  (191b.),  three  conger  (161b., 
11  lb.,  and  81b.  respectively),  ten  bream  (average 
21b.),  one  pollack  (61b.),  one  large  whiting,  one 
small  gurnard  ;  and  also  when  whiffing  to  and  from 
the  marks  caught  forty  good-sized  mackerel ; 
altogether  a  nice  basket  of  fish.  The  mackerel  are 
good  size,  one  caught  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Rowe,  sen., 
weighed  1  lb.  14oz.  Whiffing  for  pollack  moderate 
sport ;  catches,  fifteen  fair  size  fish  down.  Rod 
fishing  from  piers,  moderate  sport  with  small 
pollack.— J.  H.  Rowe  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — The  weather  seems  to  be  trying  to 
settle  down  to  spring,  but  occasional  showers  in  the 
evenings  make  it  rather  uncomfortable  for  all  day 
fishing.  The  pollack  are  still  about,  but  the  large 
ones  are  still  outside,  although  a  few  good  size 
ones  have  been  taken  near  the  East  Winter  Buoy. 
Bass  are  spasmodic  in  their  movements.  One  of 
our  fishermen  brought  in  a  nice  basket  of  one  and  a 
half  dozen  from  21b.  to  SJlb.,  and  they  were  in  the 
pink  of  condition.  If  you  wish  for  large  ones  you 
must  go  farther  afield.  The  rocks  at  the  Eddystone 
are  simply  teeming  with  them,  and  very  large  fish. 
The  pouting  are  giving  fun  to  those  who  like  the 
sport,  and  some  dozens  per  boat  can  be  caught  on 
the  slack  tide. — William  Heabder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Valentia. — On  a  couple  of  days  pollack  furnished 
good  sport  outside  the  harbour,  and  many  fish 
weighing  between  61b.  and  121b.  were  had. — T.  J.  D. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — Pollack  continue  to 
give  good  sport  at  and  around  this  station,  and  a 
few  mackerel  have  been  had. — T.  J.  D. 

Weymouth. — Now  that  the  weather  has  become 
more  settled,  angling  prospects  are  much  brighter 
and  good  sport  is  anticipated  in  the  near  future. 
There  have  been  a  few  small  school  bass  taken  in 
the  harbour,  also  pollack,  but  nothing  very  big. 

E.  Haggett,  boatman,  out  with  Messrs  P.  H.  Harris 
and  V.  W.  Earle,  of  Devizes,  fishing  off  north  shore, 
one  day  last  week,  took  about  ^cwt.  of  pollack,  up 
to  31b.  in  weight.  The  following  day  .they 
tried  round  the  breakwaters,  and  took  over  fcwt. 
of  pollack,  up  to  S^lb.  Very  fine  sport  in  two 
days'  fishing.  They  also  have  tried  the  backwater 
where  they  had  some  good  flounders,  largest  l|lb. 
The  bass  are  moving  up  by  Ferry  Bridge  now,  Mr. 

F.  Stone  taking  one  on  Monday  last  of  SJlb.  on  live 
prawn.  Since  this  he  has  taken  altogether  181b. 
weight  of  bass,  heaviest  fish  2^1  b.  A  few  pollack 
and  flatfish  have'  also  been  taken.  Weather  now 
bright  and  sunny,  tides  favourable.  —  Chas.  J. 
Russell  (W.A.A.). 


Jlssociafions,  etc. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post. 


City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
A  capital  meeting  was  held  at  Masons'  Hall 
Tavern  on  Tuesday,  May  12,  Mr.  Frank  Bayes 
presiding,  when  some  pretty  good  fishing  reports 
were  to  hand,  including  those  of  Mr.  Salisbury, 
Leigh-on-Sea,  seventeen  flounders,  up  to  21b.,  four 
plaice,  etc. ;  Mr.  Vincent,  at  the  same  place,  having 
similar  fish ;  Mr.  Isaacs,  at  Newhaven,  also  taking 
flat  fish.  Many  members  handed  in  their  names  as 
requiring  railway  privilege  tickets,  and  the  hon.  sec. 
will  be  glad  to  receive  applications  from  others 
requiring  tickets,  with  remittance  of  Is.  Id.  or  2s. 
respectively  for  Central  or  Anglers'  Association 
tickets,  as  may  be  preferred.  As  regards  proposed 
visit  to  the  Natural  History  Museum  at  South 
Kensington  on  Saturday,  May  23,  members  wishing 
to  participate  are  invited  to  forward  their  names  to 
the  hon.  sec.  in  this  matter  not  later  than  Tuesday, 
May  19.  Regarding  the  Bait  and  Fly-Casting  Com- 
petition at  Wraysbury  on  Saturday,  May  30,  Mr. 
E.  H.  Higgs  has  kindly  volunteered  to  look  after 
the  necessary  arrangements.  A  pleasant  meeting 
concluded  with  the  usual  C.L.P.S.  toast  and  a 
cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman. — Hon.  Sec. 

Clabenob  Anglinq  Society. 
Mr.  G.  Isaacs  occupied  the  chair  on  May  12,  when 
several  matters  of  importance  were  discussed.  It 
was  announced  that  by  the  kind  invitation  of  Mr. 


Reuben  Jacobs  (hon.  sec.  of  the  Anglo-French 
Pxscatorials)  all  members  of  the  Clarence  who 
cared  were  welcome  to  compete  in  his  annual  outing 
to  Huntingdon  on  June  28.  All  members  present 
signified  their  intention  of  accepting  his  kind  invite. 
Three  gentlemen  were  proposed  for  membership, 
and  will  come  up  for  election  at  next  meeting.  A 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  the  dinner 
committee  for  the  excellent  manner  in  which  they 
performed  their  duties  on  Tuesday  last. — W.  J. 
Carter,  Hon.  Sec. 

Croydon  Angling  Society. 
The  fourth  annual  dinner  will  be  held  at  head- 
quarters on  Wednesday,  June  10,  Mr.  R.  White, 
president,  in  the  chair.  Mr.  G.  G.  Thomson  has 
resigned  the  secretaryship  owing  to  ill  health,  and 
Mr.  W.  E.  Carr  has  been  elected  hon.  sec.  in  his 
plac«.  The  31b.  13oz.  perch,  caught  by  the  president 
before  the  close  of  the  season,  is  being  set  up  by 
Messrs.  Cooper  and  Son. — W.  E.  Carb. 

Geesham  Angling  Society. 
The  usual  weekly  meeting  on  May  1 2  was  pre- 
sided over  by  Mr.  E.  Blagrave.  There  was  a  very 
fair  attendance  of  members,  and  a  pleasant  evening 
was  spent.  The  matter  of  the  forthcoming  toiima- 
ment  was  under  discussion,  and  a  letter  was  read 
from  Mr.  J.  T.  Emery,  the  hon.  sec,  asking  for 
helpers  on  July  9  and  10,  or  either  of  these  dates, 
to  assist  the  committee  in  the  many  events  in  the 
fly  and  bait  casing  competitions.  Mr.  Emery's 
address  is  15,  Atherton-road,  Forest  Gate,  E.,  and 
he  would  welcome  anyone  who  could  assist.  Mr. 
Eldred  showed  a  preparation,  the  result  of  many 
experiments,  for  floating  a  line  in  trout-fishing. 
This  has  been  tried,  and  one  dressing  is  sufficient 
to  float  the  line  the  whole  day.  For  sixpence 
enough  can  be  obtained  for  a  season.  Speci- 
mens of  this  will  be  shown  on  Tuesday,  May  1 9. 
On  the  same  date,  too,  the  Rev.  Father  Meyer 
will  give  his  promised  reading,  and  members 
of  other  angling  societies  and  their  friends,  will 
be  cordially  welcome.  May  9  was  apparently  an 
ideal  day  for  trouting,  but  as  there  was  very  little 
rise  of  fly  the  trout  were  not  feeding  well.  A  few 
fish  were  taken,  one  of  sixteen  inches  falling  to  the 
rod  of  Mr.  Marchant.  Members  desiring  privilege 
tickets  should  make  early  application  to  the  hon. 
sec,  to  avoid  disappointment. — Hon.  Sec. 

Ilfoed  and  District  Piscatorial  Society. 
The  annual  meeting  took  place  at  the  Angel  Hotel, 
High-road,  Ilford,  Mr.  Cecil  G.  Emery  occupying 
the  chair.  The  auditors  reported  that  the  society 
was  in  a  sound  financial  position.  Important 
alterations  of  rules  were  passed — the  takeable 
standard  of  roach  was  raised  to  nine  inches.  A 
purchase  of  chub  to  be  placed  in  the  society's 
waters  was  agreed  to.  The  small  but  comfortable 
bungalow,  built  near  the  society's  private  waters  at 
Langford,  Essex,  has  been  well  patronised  during  the 
past  winter,  and  the  best  thanks  of  the  members  are 
due  to  Mr.  Pummel  for  his  present  of  furniture.  The 
best  fish  of  the  year  were  obtained  by  Messrs. 
Rowland,  Wheeler,  and  Frank  Wood,  who  had  trout 
weighing  91b.  from  Ireland.  The  waters  at  Langford 
have  been  practically  infested  with  pike,  no  less 
than  100  of  these  fish  being  taken  in  six  weeks. 
Mr.  H.  Creeke  obtained  the  beat  one-day's  take  of 
roach  from  Langford  weighing  21  lb. ;  Mr.  Pummel 
was  second  with  201b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Freeman,  of 
Maldon,  had  a  trout  of  41b.  from  Beeleigh  Pool, 
also  a  121b.  pike  ;  Mr.  Wyatt,  pike,  best  91b.  ;  Mr. 
A.  E.  Webster,  best  bream  41b.  lOJoz.  Early  in 
June  a  party  of  members,  under  the  guidance  of 
Messrs.  Rowland,  Wheeler,  and  F.  Wood,  are  visiting 
Ireland.  Should  members  desire  to  accompany  the 
party,  particulars  can  be  obtained  of  Mr.  R.  J. 
Wells,  24,  Woodlands-road,  Ilford.  A  paper  will 
be  read  by  Mr.  Wheeler  at  the  next  meeting, 
entitled,  "Would  Trout  Thrive  in  the  London 
Reservoirs  ? " — Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
The  president,  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown,  was  chairman 
at  our  meeting  last  Monday,  when  Mr.  R.  C. 
Blundell  reported  having  taken  a  trout  of  over  31b. 
on  a  private  part  of  the  Kennet ;  he  also  mentioned 
that  some  of  our  members,  who  were  not  present  at 
the  meeting,  had  been  having  good  sport  on  the 
Lambourn,  and  that  there  had  been  a  good  hatch  of 
Grannom  there  during  the  past  week,  being  a  fort- 
night or  three  weeks  later  than  usual.  The  chair- 
man and  Mr.  A.  C.  Poole  reported  fair  sport  on  the 
Itchen,  but  members  had  met  with  indifferent  sport 
on  our  Uxbridge  water,  the  river  being  coloured  and 
no  fiy  hatching.— Hon.  Sec. 

Watford  Piscatobs. 
Mr.  Frank  W.  Parkes  presided  over  the  general 
meeting  of  the  above  society  on  May  8.  The  balance- 
sheet  shows  a  substantial  balance.    The  members  | 


wore  unanimous  in  the  retaking  of  Brightwell's 
water.  Mr.  Chas.  F.  Hill  gave  the  value  of  prizes 
won  by  him  to  the  trout  stocking  fund,  and  other 
members  also  have  promised  donations  to  the  same. 
Several  of  the  trout  which  were  put  into  the  waters 
last  December,  above  the  five  arches,  have  already 
given  good  sport,  but  in  every  case  they  have  been 
returned.  Mr.  J.  Hodgins  was  appointed  water- 
bailiff,  with  power  to  attend  to  the  swims,  etc. 
Members  requiring  privilege  tickets  should  apply 
to  Mr.  C.  E.  Allen,  hon.  treasurer,  enclosing  2s.  Id. 

West  Hampstead  Angling  Society. 
Air.  W.  Salmon  (president)  presided  at  the 
committee  meeting  on  May  11,  when  the  hon, 
bailiff  reported  the  capture  of  five  trout,  two  by  the 
president,  two  Mr.  Anthony  and  one  Mr.  Boufler. 
Orders  have  been  given  for  the  clearing  of  the 
"  point  "  in  the  Pool  of  weeds.  The  annual  general 
meeting  wiU  be  held  on  Monday,  May  18,  and  the 
dinner.  May  28,  at  headquarters,  when  the  prizes 
won  last  season  will  be  distributed.  Will  all 
members  make  a  special  effort  to  attend. — A.  E. 
Jar  VIS,  Hon.  Sec. 


SPECIALISING  IN  SEA  ANGLING. 


Much  more  than  is  the  case  with  fresh-water  fish, 
sea  fish  of  many  species  are  found  on  the  numerous 
fishing  grounds  around  the  coast  of  the  British 
Isles.  Hence  the  sea  angler  has  been  in  the  habit 
of  providing  himself  with  one  rod,  tackle  and  baits 
available  for  taking  them  all.  As  the  sport  has 
developed,  and  greater  intelligence  and  a  keener 
sportsmanUke  feeling  have  been  manifested  by  the 
sea  angler,  the  old  practice  of  thus  averaging,  as  it 
were,  the  tackle  is  rapidly  falling  into  desuetude. 

The  tackle  showe  held  of  late  years  by  the  British 
Sea  Anglers'  Society  in  London  have  brought  this 
forcibly  to  view,  the  members  having  gradually 
specialised  their  sport,  seeking  preferentially  some 
definite  species  as  their  taste  and  opportunity  led 
them.  Specialisation  has  naturally  produced  much 
concentration  in  their  pursuit,  in  the  search  for  the 
study  of  and  the  mode  of  capture  of  a  particular 
fish. 

This  aspect  of  the  sport  was  discussed  by  the 
members  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  summer  session, 
Mr.  Edgar  Hyde  bringing  it  forward  in  able  manner, 
and  there  was  a  complete  concurrence  of  opinion  that 
each  member  should  "more  particularly  "  become  a 
specialist  for  one  kind  of  fish  only.  It  was  con- 
sidered high  time  that  the  old  practice  of  sea 
angling  of  the  "  chuck  it  and  chance  it  "  kind — still, 
imfortunately,  to  be  witnessed  on  the  piers  at  our 
pleasure  resorts  on  the  coast — were  abandoned. 

Cod  and  whiting,  it  was  observed,  were  usually 
caught  on  the  same  spot  and  often  at  the  same 
times,hence  rodand  tackle  having  to  beheavyenough 
for  the  larger  fish  was  utterly  unsuitable  for  the  other, 
and  the  sportsmanlike  practice  of  giving  the  fish 
a  chance  and  increasing  the  difficulty  of  securing  him 
could  not  be  followed.  Moreover,  the  society's  prac- 
tice of  presenting  cups  to  be  competed  for  by  the 
capture  of  one  species  met  with  much  more  apprecia- 
tion and  afforded  better  sport.  Rules  had  been 
modified  to  permit  of  two  sets  of  tackle  being  taken 
in  the  boat  on  these  occasions,  to  meet  the  case  of 
one  kind  only  being  on  the  feed. 

In  a  wider  sense  some  members  confined  their 
efforts  to  the  "  swimming "  fish,  where  heavy 
weights  were  not  required,  thus  permitting  the  use 
of  very  fine  tackle  ;  others  to  the  "  bottom  "  fish, 
where  depth  and  a  swish  of  tide  necessitated  heavy 
leads,  rod  and  tackle  having  in  each  case  to  be 
adjusted  accordingly. 

It  was  regretted  that  the  big  prizes  in  most  com- 
petitions were  devoted  to  the  heaviest  catch  of 
fish  of  all  sorts.  This  was  fatal  to  discriminating 
angling,  and  reduced  the  result  very  much  to  a 
matter  of  mere  luck. 

A  very  special  light  rod  and  very  fine  tackle  were 
shown  by  Mr.  Hyde,  who  described  them  as  being 
the  "irreducible  minimum,"  and  they  looked  it. 
He  declared  that  he  had  purposely  started  at  the 
bottom — no  doubt,  as  experience  increased  he 
might  have  to  make  them  a  little  heavier  The 
rod  weighed  only  ejoz.,  but  had  done'  good 
work  at  Falmouth  last  month  with  bream,  mackerel 
and  pollack,  up  to  17in.  in  length.  He  certainly 
felt  that  he  had  been  giving  the  fish  the  "odds" 
with  this  tackle,  but  he  caught  them.  The  u  e  of  a 
multiplying  reel  ministered  to  quick  work,  and,  sail- 
ing in  a  boat  at  slow  speed,  he  had  done  well. 

Specialise  and  you  will  learn  much,  it  was  urged, 
and  the  work  of  members  who  had  done  so  and 
recently  read  papers  upon  particular  fish  had  fully 
evidenced  it  HP 
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PURE  VIRGINIA  TOBACCO. 


Manufactured  by  the  Proprietors  of 

"COUNTRY  LIFE"  SMOKING  MIXTURE, 

Joka  Player  and  Sons,  Nottingham. 


The  Simplex  Auuatig 
Weed  guher 

(Patented  at  Home  and  Abroad). 

Will  cut  all  species  of  weed.    Suitable  for 
Lake  or  River. 

Price  from  £5,  packed  on  rail. 

Write  for  List  of  Corrugated  Steel  Punts 
£7  10s.  Od.  each, 
recommended  by  John  Bickerdyl<e. 


PERCY  WADHAM 

PLUMASSIER  TO  THE  ROYAL  FAMILY, 

Pisciculturist  to  The  Carisbrooke  Fishing 
Association, 

NEWPORT,  ISLE  OF  WIGHT. 


ARMSTRONGS 

MAY  QUOTATIONS. 

Avail  Yourself  of 
this  Offer. 

On  receipt  of  remittance  or  banker's 
reference  any  four  of  the  rods  or  reels 
quoted  below  will  be  sent  carriage 
paid  on  approval.  If  unsatis- 
factory we  will  pay  the  carriage 
back  and  refund  money  in  full.  It 
thus  costs  nothing  to  test  the  value 
offered,  and  seeing  and  trying  the 
actual  rod  is  better  than  reading  a 
hundred  catalogues.  Other  goods 
than  rods  or  reels  will  be  exchanged 
if  not  approved. 


FLY  RODS, 

lOJ,  11,  and  12  ft.,  split  cane,  steel  centre, 
two  tops,  cork  grip,  rubber  button,  lock 
joints,  snake  rings,  perfect  balance  and 
power,  our  own  make  throughout.  Usual 
price,  £5  5s. ;  present  price,  £3  5s. 

ENGLISH  SPLIT  CANE, 

lOJ  and  11  ft.,  cork  grip,  rubber  button, 
lock  joints,  lovely  finish,  in  2  or  3  pieces, 
with  spare  top,  40/-. 

AMERICAN  SPLIT  CANE, 

Highest  class,  lOJ,  11,  and  12  ft.,  snake 
rings,  2  tops,  closely  whipped,  superb 
quality,  English  finish,  21/-. 

BROOK  OR  LADY'S  ROD, 

Lovely  split  cane,  8  to  10  ft.,  2  tops, 
weight  4  to  6  ozs.,  charming  little  weapon, 
every  angler  should  have  one  for  small 
streams.  Usual  price,  £4  4s. ;  our  price, 
42/-. 

The  same  rod  in  greenheart,  8  to  10  ft., 
4i  to  7  ozs.,  32/6. 

FLY  RODS, 

Greenheart,  highest  quality,  10|,  11, 
and  12  ft.,  cork  or  pigskin  grips,  rubber 
button,  snake  rings,  look  joints,  best 
finish  and  quality,  perfect  balance  and 
action,  equal  to  anything  at  50/-.  Price 
30/-. 

GREENHEART  FLY  RODS, 

lOJ,  11,  and  12  ft.,  2  tops,  snake  rings, 
cork  grip,  well  finished,  grand  action,  15/-. 

GREENHEART, 

lOJ,  11,  and  12  ft.,  1  top,  snake  rings, 
sv^eUed  balanced  grip,  powerful  rods,  6/6. 

SALMON  RODS, 

Fine  greenheart,  double  cork  grips,  2  tops, 
lock  joints,  magnificent  balance  and 
action,  14  and  15  ft.,  45/-:  16  and  18  ft., 
50/-. 

STRONG  GREENHEART 
SALMON  RODS, 

Swelled  handle,  good  finish,  1  top,  14 
and  15  ft.,  10/6  ;  16  and  18  ft.,  16/6. 


Get  our  List  of  Steel 
Boats  and  Punts  that 
never  leak. 


Adttress  in  fulls— 

ARMSTRONG 

AND  CO., 

Sjiorting   Gun,  Dept., 
115,  N'LAND  STREET, 
ISIEWCASTLE-ON  -TYNE. 


TROUT  FISHING. 

RIVER  DAREMTH,  KENT. 


VACANCY   FOR  ROD 

on  heavily-stocked  and  strictly-preserved 
water. — Apply,  Hebbeet  H.  Simmons, 
Green  Trees,  Near  Tonbridge. 


TYfO  MILES  OF  FIRST-CLASS 

TROUT  FISHING 

IN  THE 

RIVER  KENNET,  HUNGERFORD. 

MESSRS.  BRODIE,  TIMES  &  CO., 
having  sold  the  Chilton  Lodge  Estate, 
Hungerford,  are  instructed  to  Let  the 
FISHING  until  June  24  nest,  and  invite 
offers. — Auction  and  Estate  Oflices,  22, 
Basinghall  Street,  London,  B.C. 


RIGMADEN  FISHERY 

KIRKBY  LONSDALE. 


FOR  SILILiS 

YEARLING,  2-YEAR-OLD,  and  Older 

RAINBOW  TROUT, 

For  Prices  apply— J.  K.  Robinsok,  Kigmaden 
Estate  Office,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 


BRIMPTON  FISHERY 

Mr.  REAoma. 

I  am  now  booking  orders  for  Brown 
and  Rainbow  Trout,  of  all  sizes.  My 
large  Fish  are  reared  in  a  screened 
stream,  and  feed  on  my  floating  fish 
food,  thus  producing  wild  and  free-rising 
fish.    Write  for  List — 

P.  GASCOIGNB  FREEMAN. 


FLIES  ON  APPROVAL. 

SETS  OF  FLOATING  FLIES  FOR  SPRING. 

EACH  CONTAINING  HALF  DOZEN  EACH  OP 
Red  Quill,  Jledium  Olive,  Ginger  Quill,  Hares 
Ear,  Wickliams,  Dark  Olive,  Red  Spinner,  Blue 
Quill,  Pale  Watery,  Brown  Badger,  Black  Gnat, 
Greenwells. 

6  DOZEN.        PRICE  12/6. 
CASH   with   order,   but  RETURNED  if 

dissatisfied,  or  if  they  are  not  the  same 
quality  as  those  10,000  Flies  we  tied  and 
which  were  inserted  in  the 

EDITION    DE    LUXE  OF 

Dry  Fly  Entomology  by  F.  M.  Halford,  Esq. 

ALSO  SETS  OF  NEW  NATURE  SERIES. 


O.    HOLLAND   &  SONS, 

3,  Canbury  Gardens,  Kingston-on-Thames, 
NOTE  NEW  ADDRESS. 


L' ENTENTE   CORD  I  ALE. 

SINGLE  HAIR  CASTS,  HACKLES,  FLIES, 

 &C.  

French  Gentleman  writes— "Thanks  for  splen- 
did Casts  and  Hackles  sent,  are  satisfactory." 

Hair  Casts,  tapered,  half  dozen,  5/-;  3  for  3/-. 
100  Selected  Hair,  5/9 ;  50  for  3/-.  Flies  to 
Hair,  1/6  per  rtoz.    Hackles  (all  colonrs). 
Wings,  &c. 

Address    PICKERSGILL,    54,  Scawen 
Road,  Deptford  Park,  London,  S.E. 

FISH  CULTURIST  and 
FISHERY  KEEPER. 

SITUATION  REQUIRED 

as  above.  Expert  spawner,  rearer,  and  packer 
of  ova  and  fish.  Good  correspondent,  good  rod 
and  net  fisherman  in  river,  lake,  or  estuary, 
good  boatman.  16  years'  practical  experience. 
Married.  Age  36.  First-class  references,  leaving 
when  suited.  Please  apply,  A.  J.  CoMBRlDGE, 
Surrey  Tiout  Farm  and  United  Fisheries,  Ltd., 
Haslemere. 


AN    IDEAL    DRESSING    FOR    DRY  FLIES. 

"THE  ORIGINAL  PREPARATION." 
Recommended  liy  FMing  Gazette,  July  20,  1907  ; 

The  Field,  September  14,  1907. 
Price,  with  handy  carrying  bottle,  1/6.  Keflls,  1/-. 
Postage  3d.  extra. 
LBAVES  NO  SMELL. 
From  Messrs.  .J.  PEEK  &  SON,  40,  Gray's  Inn 
Road,  and  all  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers  :  also  Pro- 
prietors, WATERHOUSE  &  COLES,  Uxbridge. 


HOTEL 
VICTORIA, 

Northumberland  Avenue, 
Trafalgar  Square, 

LONDON. 

First-class.  Renowned  for  comfort. 
Luxurious  suites  of  rooms,  with  private 
baths.   Inclusive  terms  from  14./6  per  day. 

Telegrams:  "  Victoriola,  London." 

GORDON  HOTELS  LTD. 


FLY  CASTING 

Accuracy  and  Delicacy  taught  in 

Every  Style  of  Salmon  and 
Trout  Fly  Casting  by 

The  Amateur  Champioa  in  Trout  Fly  Casting, 
Author  of  "  The  Science  of  Dry  Fly  Fishing 
and  Salmon  Fishing,"  price  io/6  net 


Clients  can  be  coached  on  Mr,  Shaw's  Ground  at 
Marlborough  Road,  N.W.,  or  on  his  trout  and 
grayling  waters  near  London,  or  else  on  their  own 
ground.  Not  more  than  one  client  or  two  friends 
taken  during  any  one  lesson.  Rods,  lines,  &c. 
supplied, 

PERFECTION  IN  CASTING  GUARANTEED 
In  Three  Lessons. 


For  Terms,  apply  to— 

MR.  FRED  G.  SHAW, 

Neville  Court,  Abbey  Road,  N.W. 


I 
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Provincial  flfigling  ]iotes. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post, 

FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

All  our  chief  rivers  and  streams  are  getting  well 
.vithin  their  banks,  and  should  the  present  weather 
continue,  trout-fishing  will  soon  be  in  full  swing, 
riie  heavy  floods  have  done  much  to  destroy  a  great 
quantity  of  spawn  on  the  Severn,  Avon,  arid  Trent. 
[  am  pleased  to  see  that  the  Midland  angling 
nterests  will  be  amply  looked  to  by  the  National 
Federation  of  Anglers,  as  we  have  Mr.  H.  W.  Miller 
md  Mr.  T.  Coles,  of  Birmingham,  holding  the  chief 
jflfices  for  the  ensuing  year  ;  and  our  old  friend, 
VIr.  R.  Wingfield,  of  Worcester,  with  them  elected 
m  the  council.  The  balance-sheet  of  the  Birming- 
lam  A.  A.  for  the  past  quarter  has  been  audited  and 
jassed  by  the  committee  at  their  last  monthly 
neeting.  We  have  200  clubs  on  the  books,  with  a 
nenibership  of  over  9100  members.  The  balance  in 
land  is  £191  ]4s.  8d.,  as  shown  by  the  sheet,  but 
since  the  audit  six  other  clubs  have  paid  their  sub- 
icriptions.  A  new  society,  held  at  the  White  Hart 
:nn,  Warston-lane,  has  been  affiliated  to  the  Bir- 
ningham  Association.  This  club  has  iifty-four 
ully  paid-up  members  on  theii-  books.  Tlie  judging 
if  the  specimen  fish  at  the  Bingley  Hall  Exhibition 
ook  place  last  week.  Dr.  F.  H.  Maberley  officiated 
-s  judge.  Three  prizes  were  awarded  to' each  class 
if  fish,  and  the  silver  cup  given  by  Mr.  G.  Stanley 
iras  awarded  to  Mj.  H.  Price,  of  the  Rose  and  Crown 
hib,  for  the  best  trout  taken  last  season.  The  fish 
roighed  31b.  Had  the  exhibition  opened  a  little  later 
fish  of  over  61b.  would  have  carried  off  the  prize. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

All  the  streams  in  these  parts  are  at  capital 
eight  for  fly-fishing,  but  baskets  have  ruled  small, 
wing  to  bad  weather  conditions.  The  most  likely 
its  are  now  the  upper  reaches  of  tlie  larger  streams 
nd  the  smaller  becks,  the  best  flies  being  the  Light 
tarling  with  yellow  body,  and  the  Dark  Snipe  and 
urple.  On  May  6  Mr.  P.  Bateman  had  a  good 
asket  of  forty-five  trout  on  Hutton  Beck,  and  on 
le  same  day  Captain  Morris  and  Dr.  IlifTe  had  a 
;ore  apiece  on  Stainton  beck.  On  May  8  Mr.  R. 
illburn  landed  twenty  good  trout  on  Cowanhead 
im  (Kent);  and  on  May  11  killed  twenty-five 
Dove  the  waters  mentioned,  Mr.  A.  Sill  taking  thirty. 
Windermere  has  been  fishing  the  best  lately  with 
16  natural  minnow,  and  trout  up  to  3ilb  have 
)en  killed.  Fly  fishing  has  been  "  off,"  the  lake 
)ing  too  high,  but  the  latter  fishing  is  sure  to 
iprove  with  the  fine  weather. 


came  at  a  right  time  for  the  ascent  of  tho  fish, 
though  odd  ones  had  previously  been  seen  to  leap 
between  Wilford  and  the  weirs  named.  Tho  flood 
water  must  have  left  behind  large  ciuantities  of 
stranded  fish,  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  it  has 
swept  away  thousands  of  fry.  Mr.  William  Robin- 
son, one  of  the  most  popular  members  of  tho  Welling- 
ton Society,  has  been  elected  the  president  of  the 
Beeston  Conservative  Association.  Three  or  four 
winters  ago  Mr.  Robinson  and  his  yoimg  son  per- 
formed some  sensational  feats  amongst  big  pike  on 
the  Shardlow  stretch.  The  annual  meeting  of  the 
society  took  place  at  headquarters  on  May  12, 
the  proceedings,  however,  being  private. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Although  the  secretaryship  of  the  National 
sderation  of  Anglers  is  transferred  from  this  county 

Birmmghara,  we  still  have  an  influential  repre- 
ntation  on  the  executive.   It  is  a  difficult  matter 

arrange  premier  events  so  as  to  suit  the  con- 
imence  of  the  majority  of  anglers  owing  to  the 
'pular  holidays  of  several  districts.  It  looks  like 
ese  reunions  of  anglers  falling  out  of  fashion,  for 
1  one  cares  to  risk  a  loss  on  open  events  where  no 
m  was  even  contemplated.  Reports  all  round  are 
a  depressing  character. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

On  May  9  there  was  a  well-attended  meeting  in 
IS  city  of  club  delegates  and  other  anglers.  The 
enda  was  A  ei  y  important  and  interesting,  but  one 
m  arismg  out  of  the  minutes,  the  opening  match 
iild  not  be  finally  settled,  and  the  meeting  was 
journed  until  May  23.  Tho  ladies'  evening  un- 
oidably  postponed,  will  be  held  at  the  Buckland 
adquarters  next  Wednesday,  May  20.  Up  to 
3  time  of  writing,  there  is  no  enthusiasm  in  club 
3,  and  no  one  expects  it  until  Whitsuntide.  A 
V  of  our  city  rods  have  been  away,  but  Mr.  Malpass 
Hly  scores  first  in  success. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

rhe  weather,  happily,  is  now  more  favourable, 
1  has  been  more  doing  amongst  trout 

iiers  Ihe  Trent  has  run  down  to  about  the 
mal  height  of  spring,  and  at  the  period  of 
wng,  the  water  was  comparativelv  bright  in 
J  9*"®^^  mouth  has  yielded  some  nice 
ut  to  the  rods  of  Nottingham  visitors,  and  several 
ce  have  been  taken  on  the  lengths  of  tho  tribu- 
y  between  Rolleston  and  Upton.  Worm,  by 
n  °*  was  chiefly  relied  upon.    Salmon  are 

ortea  to  have  passed  over  Beeston  weirs  ;  and 
sr  all,  we  may  get  more  fish  up  than  has  been 
case  tor  many  seasons  past.     The  late  flood 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT, 

We  are  having  a  spell  of  fine  sunny  weather. 
Nights  very  cold,  and  a  fair  amount  of  wind 
blowing.  The  water  in  our  rivers  and  streams  is  a 
nice  height  and  in  good  fishing  condition.  Flies  are 
hatching  out,  and  there  has  been  a  good  rise  of 
trout,  but  sport  has  varied  very  much.  The 
maggot  has  been  tried  with  fair  success,  but  the 
best  sport  has  been  had  with  the  worm.  In  the 
Severn  below  Diglis  Weir  Mr.  P.  Smith  had  two  lovely 
bull-trout  (one  over  31b.),  and  on  May  11  Mr.  Walter 
King  caught  a  fine-conditioned  fish  of  the  same 
species  in  the  same  water,  all  caught  with  the 
artificial  minnow.  The  Teme  has  not  been  much 
fished  as  yet,  but  as  the  atmospheric  conditions 
have  changed  for  the  better,  the  fly  fishermen 
should  have  some  sport  in  the  coming  week 
Messrs.  Fillmore,  Thrift,  Wingfield,  and  others  had 
fair  sport  on  Mr.  L,  F.  Higgs'  subscription  water ; 
fish  only  moderate  in  size,  the  large  ones  not  on  the 
move  yet. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  generally  wild  and  rainy 
since  last  notes  were  written  and  sport  has  been 
retarded.  On  the  principal  rivers  fair  or  average 
sport  was  often  had,  but  lake  fishing  on  many  days 
was  very  difficult.  The  general  outlook  is  much 
better  at  time  of  writing.  At  the  last  Ballincollig 
Petty  Sessions,  John  K.  Forde,  Inniscarra,  was 
charged  with  having  fished  a  net  in  tho  fresh- 
water portion  of  the  River  Lee,  near  Inniscarra 
weir.  Water-bailifJ  James  Walsh  proved  the  offence, 
and  the  defendant  was  fined  £2  10s.  and  costs.  In 
the  King's  Bench  Division  last  week,  in  the  case  of 
the  King  (Michael  Ryan)  v.  Justices,  Tipperary, 
Mr.  Carrigan  applied  on  behalf  of  Michael  Ryan,  of 
Churchquarter,  co.  Tipperary,  for  an  'order  of 
certiorari  to  bring  up  for  the  purpose  of  being 
quashed  an  order  of  the  magistrates  of  Borrisoleigh 
Petty  Sessions  of  Feb.  12  last,  convicting  the 
applicant  on  a  summons  at  the  suit  of  E.  H.  R. 
Hosford  against  appl^cant,  charging  him  with  having 
on  Dec.  15  last,  at  Churchquarter,  used  a  lyster, 
spear,  strokehaul  draw  or  gaff  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  fish  contrary  to  tlie  Fishery  Acts.  The 
magistrates  convicted,  and  ordered  applicant  to  pay 
£4  fine  and  £1  costs,  or  in  default  two  months' 
imprisonment  with  hard  labour.  Counsel  moved  on 
the  affidavit  of  Mr.  O'Brien,  solicitor,  and  con- 
tended that  the  order  was  bad,  as  having  been 
made  without  and  in  excess  of  jurisdiction,  alleging 
that  there  was  no  power  to  award  hard  labour  to 
the  imprisonment.  The  Court  granted  a  conditional 
order. 

County  Cork. 
At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Bandon  Board  of 
Conservators  last  week — Lord  Bandon  in  the  chair 
— after  the  usual  business  had  been  transacted,  his 
lordship  referred  to  the  recent  statement  that  the 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary  were  the  greatest  poachers 
in  Ireland.  He  had  been  chairman  of  the  Cork  and 
Bandon  Boards  for  twenty  years,  and  he  had  re- 
ceived every  assistance  from  the  Royal  Irish  Con- 
stabulary. He  believed  that  were  it  not  for  th^ir 
care  and  vigilance  not  a  salmon  would  be  left  in 
Bandon  river.  At  Blarney  Petty  Sessions  last  week 
Mr.  E.  J.  Brennan,  secretary  of  the  Lee  Fishery 
Conservators,  prosecuted  Jeremiah  Keohane,  Cooly- 
duff,  and  Daniel  Finnegan,  Garravagh,  both  de- 
scribed as  water-bailiffs — the  former  with  having 
had  on  April  12,  at  the  Powder  Mills  weir,  Garra- 
vagh, in  his  possession  for  the  purpose  of  taking  fish, 
or  with  intent  to  take  fish,  between  sunrise  and  sun- 
set, on  the  banks  of  the  Lee,  a  gaff,  contrary  to  the 
bye-law,  and  Finnegan  was  charged  with  having 
aided  and  abetted  Keohane  in  the  commission  of 
the  offence.   Complainant  said  that  the  two  defen- 


dants were  water-bailiffs.    He  gave  certain  instruc- 
tions to  Jeremiah  Walsh,  a  water-bailiff  in  the 
employment  of  the  Conservators,  and  he  would 
prove  the  case.   Jeremiah  Walsh  stated  that  he  saw 
Keohane  with  a  stick  in  his  hand  standing  about 
the  mouth  of  tho  pass,  while  Finnegan  pointed  to 
tho  weir.    When  Keohane  turned  the  stick  where 
witness  stood,  ho  could  see  that  there  was  a  gaff 
affixed  to  tho  end  of  tho  stick,  and  ho  saw  Keohane 
draw  eight  or  ten  strokes  at  the  mouth  of  the  pass 
with  tho  gaff.  He  then  drew  at  the  second  mouth  of 
the  pass.    Witness  then  shouted  to  tho  defendants, 
and  Keohane  immediately  took  the  gaff  from  tho 
stick  and  put  it  in  his  pocket  and  went  across  the 
field.    Finnegan  stood  for  a  few  minutes  and  then 
followed  the  other  defendants.   The  Chairman  said 
that  the  bench  were  unanimous  in  convicting  in 
both  cases,  and  they  fined  tho  defendants  £4  each. 
At  Ballincollig  (co.  Cork)  Petty  Sessions  on  May  4. 
the  Lee  Board  of  Conservators  prosecuted  .lohn  K. 
Forde,  Inniscarra,  with  having  fished  tho  Leo  with 
a  net  near    Inniscarra    Weir  on  tlie  morning  of 
April   14.     Jeremiah  Walsh,  water-bailiff,  in  tho 
employment  of  the  Conservators,  stated  that  about 
two  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  April  14  ho  was  near 
the  Powder  Mills,  and  saw  a  number  of  men  stand- 
ing on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  and  they  made 
a  movement  as  if  they  were  doing  something  with  a 
net.   He  afterwards  heard  some  signals  in  the  form 
of  whistling  exchanged.    He  soon  afterwards  heard 
the  rope  swishing  across  the  water,  and,  while  witness 
lay  in  concealment  under  the  wall  at  the  Powder 
Mills,  the  defendant  passed  down  along  the  bank 
quite  close  to  witness's  place  of  ambush.  Witness 
spoke  to  Forde,  and  the  latter,  without  replying, 
threw  the  rope  into  the  water.   The  Chairman  said 
that  there  was  no  option  but  to  convict,  and  they 
hoped  that  it  would  have  the  effect  of  putting  a  stop 
to  this  illegal  practice.    Defendant  would  have  to 
pay  a  fine  of  £2  10s.  and  costs,  two-thirds  of  it  to  go 
to^  the  Conservators, »nd  one-third  to'the  informer. 
Walsh,  or,  in  default  of  payment,  he  was  ordered' 
to  go  to  gaol  for  two  calendar  months. 


^oicQ  from  ti)c  ^oxil). 

The  Commission  on  pollution  in  connection  with 
distilleries  is  at  present  in  the  North,  and  taking 
evidence  on  the  best  means  of  treating  the  effluent 
in  the  manufacture  of  whisky. 


Salmon  have  been  running  the  Dee,  Tay,  and 
Spey  since  May  7  last,  when  there  was  a  bit  of  a 
spate.  The  sport  throughout  May  is  likely  to  be 
good.  Those  who  can  should  lose  no  time  in  com- 
ing North. 


The  brown  trout  season  has  been  peculiarly 
erratic.  March  and  April  were  too  cold,  yet  a  large 
percentage  of  the  fish  then  got  to  the  fly  were  of  the 
heavier  order,  and  in  prime  condition. 


Mrs.  Robertson  vacates  the  Gordon  Arms,  Kin- 
cardine O'Neil.  at  this  term,  after  having  had  most 
of  the  great  anglers  who  have  visited  Deeside  during 
the  past  thirty-five  years. 


The  Greenwell'a  Glory  is  the  fly  of  the  season 
My  own  cast  is  March  Brown  (or  Red  Spinner  now), 
Greenwell's,  and  a  Red  Quill,  or  "  Professor  Cash  " 

a  local  killer. 


The  sea-trout  (finnock)  flies  most  in  vogue  on  the 
Ythan  (tidal)  and  such  places  where  big  creels  are 
the  order  of  the  day  are  much  of  the  same  as  the 
ordinary  brown  trout  flies,  but  two  or  three  sizes 
larger,  and  with  plenty  of  tinsel.  The  same  for 
Shetland. 


The  Alexandria  is  probably  the  most  fatal,  with 
the  Dunkeld,  Cinnamon  and  Silver,  and  Red  Palmer 
(Soldier  Palmer) ;  next  a  Silver  Doctor  will  fetch  a 
grilse  or  salmon,  and  the  best  all-round  spinnine 
lure  is  the  little  Devon. 


The  Tkoct  Flt  Dresser's  Cabinet  of  Devices,  or  Eow  to 
Tib  Trout  and  Gratlino  Flies.— Can  be  had  post  free  for  2/3 
in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London.  Second  Edition.  By  H.  G. 
McCleUand.  Fully  Illustrated.  "The  best  book  ever  written 
on  the  a\xbieot."—Fithing  Oazttte. 


The  sand-eel,  tube,  terror,  etc..  and  Devon  (or 
Angel)  are  all  more  or  less  "  sand-eel,"  and  taken 
for  It.  If  the  fish  are  on  the  feed  they  are  not 
particular.  Strong  gut  and  a  strong  wind  are  also 
essentials. 


The  rivers  are  not  likely  to  run  down  too  small 
for  some  time  at  least.  The  winter's  snows  aro 
hardly  broken  in  the  corries  of  the  Grampians 
y®*'  Special  Scotch. 
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Jottings  by  the  Way, 

Spring  must  hang  laburnum  blossoms 

On  each  arched  hough. 
And  the  white  and  purple  lilac 

\  Should  be  waving  now  ! 
Spring  must  breathe  till  frost  shall  vanish  ] 

At  her  breath  away. 
And  then  load  the  air  around  her 

With  the  scent  of  May. 

— A.  A.  Procter. 


Quarrelsome  Trout. 

Mr.  a.  C.  Staiojtjs  writes : — "  On  Saturday  last 
I  W8S  fishing  in  a  well-known  stream  not  far  from 
London.  About  a  dozen  yards  below  where  I  was 
casting  there  was  a  commotion  on  the  surface  of  the 
water,  and  I  saw  a  trace  of  trout  plunging  and  lash- 
ing ;  and  although  I  was  only  within  a  few  feet  of 
them,  they  did  not  seem  to  be  aware  of  my  presence. 
As  they  drifted  with  the  stream  I  followed,  and  when 
they  seemed  to  be  exhausted  I  dipped  the  landing- 
net  and  took  out  a  rainbow  trout  which  was  over 
1  lb.  in  weight.  Being  an  old  sportsman  and  not  a 
pot-hunter,  after  admiring  the  beauty  of  the  fish, 
it  was  returned  to  its  element." 


John  Scott,  of  Melbourne. 

The  following  is  issued  by  Mr.  John  Scott,  of 
Bourke-street,  Melbourne,  "  for  the  guidance  of 
anglers."  All  I  ask  anglers  who  should  happen  to 
have  a  little  fishing  "  down  under  "  is  to  be  sure  and 
not  kill  a  "  platypus  "  : — 

Extract  from  the  Fisheries  Act,  1890. 

Section  34  reads  : — "  Any  person  taking,  selling, 
or  exposing  for  sale,  or  having  possession  of,  any 
fish  of  the  species  mentioned  below  of  a  less  weight 
than  the  weight  set  after  the  name  of  such  fish, 
shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  £20." 

Barracouta  

Blackfish   

Bream  

Bream,  Silver  ... 

Butterfish   

Catfish  

Crayfish — length 

Flathead   

Flounder   

Garfish   

Grayling  or  Yarra 

Herring   

Ling   

Luderick   

Mackerel   

Mullet  

Murray  Cod 
Murray  Perch  ... 

Perch   

Perch,  English  ... 

Pike   

Red  Mullet  

Rock  Cod   

Fishing  is  prohibited  in  the  Cockatoo  and  Woori 
Yallock  Creeks  for  two  years  from  16/ll/'07. 

Section  35  reads  :—"  Any  person  taking,  selling, 
or  exposing  for  sale  during  any  close  season  for  any 
species  of  fish,  any  fish  of  such  species  shall  be  liable 
to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  £20." 

Close  Season  for  the  Following  Fish 
Throughout  Victoria. 
In  each  year,  both  dates  inclusive  : 

English  roach   in  the  Yarra  river,   from  the 
Johnston-street  Bridge  to   the   place  known  as 
Bight's  Falls,  from  Sept.  15  to  Nov.  15. 
Blackfish — from  Sept.  1  to  Dec.  15. 
Crayfish  (female)— from  June  1  to  Nov.  30. 
English  Trout — from  May  1  to  Aug.  31. 
Murray  Bream — from  Aug.  15  to  Nov.  30. 
Murray  Cod — from  Aug.  15  to  Nov.  30. 
Murray  Perch — from  Aug.  15  to  Nov.  30. 
Gippsland  Perch — from  Aug.  1  to  Nov.  30. 

The  taking  or  killing  of  a  platypus  is  prohibited 
during  the  whole  of  the  year. 

The  following  methods  of  taking  fish  are  pro- 
hibited by  proclamation  in  any  river,  creek,  lake, 
stream,  or  waters  in  Victoria: — Jaggers  (June  2, 
1896),  shooting  (Dec.  5,  1898),  tickling  (May  13, 
1902),  explosives  (Oct.  11,  1904). 

The  taking  of  fish  from  inland  waters  of  Victoria 
by  means  or  device  other  than  rod  and  line  or  hand- 
line,  is  prohibited  by  proclamation  dated  13/3/'05. 


4oz. 

Rough  or  Roughy 

2oz 

4oz. 

Salmon  Trout  ... 

2oz. 

5oz. 

Salmon, 

5oz. 

Californian 

8oz. 

4oz. 

Salmon,  English 

Soz. 

4oz. 

Sand    Mullet  or 

9in. 

Poddies   

6oz. 

4oz. 

Schnapper   

12oz. 

6oz. 

Silver     Fish  or 

loz. 

Silver  Perch  . . . 

4oz. 

Skipjack   

4oz. 

2oz. 

Snook   

4oz. 

5oz. 

Sole   

5oz. 

6oz. 

Stranger   

2oz. 

5oz. 

Travale   

6oz. 

2oz. 

Trout  of  all  kinds 

Hlb. 

not  indigenous 

8oz. 

to  Victoria 

Soz. 

5oz. 

Trumpeter  

6oz. 

4oz. 

Whiting   

4oz. 

6oz. 

Whiting,  Sand  ... 

2oz. 

4oz. 

Yellow  Tail 

31b. 

4oz. 

"  Life  at  beat  is  but  a  gloomy  prison,"  said  the 
rooralising  bachelor.  "  So  much  the  worse  for  men 
who  deliberately  choose  solitary  confinement," 
remarked  the  girl  who  had  her  trap  set. 


What  is  a  Sportsman? 

This  question,  which  Mr.  J.  H.  Reay  answered  so 
ably  at  the  B.S.A.S.  meeting  on  Wednesday  last,  is 
dealt  with  at  some  length  by  the  Vicomte  Henri  de 
France  in  the  Bulletin  de  la  SociHA  Centrale  d' Agri- 
culture et  de  Peche.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the 
conception  of  what  is  or  is  not  sportsmanlike  held 
by  this  leading  French  angler  accords  very  closely 
with  what  we  are  prepared  to  accept  here  in 
England.  He  insists  that  the  baits  used  should  not 
be  of  a  repulsive  or  unc!eanly  character,  that  the 
tackle  must  not  be  of  such  a  nature  that  the  fish 
will  hook  itself,  and  that  the  fisherman  should  use 
but  one  line  and  confine  his  attention  to  this  alone 
— except  perhaps  when  angling  for  carp.  The 
essential  pleasure  in  fishing,  according  to  the 
Vicomte,  is  the  more  or  less  prolonged  struggle 
between  the  angler  and  the  hooked  fish,  the  result 
of  which  is  in  doubt  up  to  the  last.  Therefore  the 
tackle  employed  should  be  as  fine  as  possible, 
within  reasonable  limits.  The  use  of  the  hand-line, 
the  trimmer,  and  the  gorge-bait  are  equally  con- 
demned by  him. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society. 

The  twenty-fifth  annual  dinner  and  distribution 
of  prizes  of  the  above  society  will  take  place  at  the 
club  house.  King  William  the  Fourth  Hotel,  Trafal- 
gar-road, East  Greenwich,  on  Wednesday  evening. 
May  20.  President  G.  H.  Dowsett  will  preside. 
Prizes  to  the  value  of  twenty  guineas  for  the  best 
specimen  fish  have  been  won  by  Messrs.  Dryden, 
Gilbey,  Young,  Canton,  Orsman,  Harris,  Freame, 
Parkes,  Dupere,  etc.  Hon.  Sec.  J.  Dryden  reminds 
me  that  dinner  is  announced  for  7.30  prompt. 

Crystal  Palace  Tournament, 

JULY  22  dt   23.  1904. 


The  following  were  the  best  casts : — 
FridAy,  July  22. 

SALMON  FLY  CASTING. 

(Any  Style.  -  Professionals.) 
J.  Enright       48-2       48-1       49  =   146  yards. 

{Any  Style. Amateurs.) 
D.  C.  E.  Muir      40       41       40  =  121  yards. 

TROUT  FLY  CASTING. 

{Professionals.) 
J.  J.  Hardy       3.3       34       34   =   101  yards. 


Saturday,  July  23. 
(Amateurs.) 

F.  G.  Shaw    30-1    30-2    29-1  =  90  yards  1  foot. 

AMBIDEXTROUS. 

(All  Comers.) 

EightJHand. 
L.  Hardy     31    -  30     30-1  =  91  yards  1  foot. 

Left  Hand. 
L.  Hardy     25     25-1     23  =  73  yards  1  foot. 

DRY  FLY  CASTING  FOR 
ACCURACY. 

(Number  of  Points  after  Demerits  from  100  have 
been  deducted.) 
A.  J.  Le  Mesurier  Hay  ward    ..    396  Points. 

West  Ham  Angling  Society. 

The  seventh  annual  general  meeting  was  held  on 
May  7.  From  the  report  and  balance-sheet  I  gather 
that  the  society  is  sound  financially  and  numerically 
— there  being  172  members  on  the  books  (working 
and  honorary),  and  a  splendid  balance  at  the  bank. 
I  am  one  of  the  "honorary,"  and  should  like  to 
attend  more  of  their  pleasant  meetings,  but  must 
content  myself  with  the  knowledge  that  under  the 
secretaryship  of  Mr.  B.  "  Sargent "  the  rank  and 
file  answer  the  roll-call  admirably.  During  last 
season  they  had  seven  matches,  and  the  result  of 
club  and  private  prizes  has  been  that  some  splendid 
specimen  fish  have  been  weighed  in.  The 
"  Lowther  "  Memorial  Cup  (destroyed  by  the  recent 
fire)  has  been  replaced  ;  the  club  library  is  highly 
appreciated  ;  some  private  water  for  the  use  of  the 
members  will  be  taken  at  the  earliest  opportunity  ; 
and  altogether  the  society  is  to  be  congratulated 
upon  its  continued  success. 


Schoolmaster  :  "  What  must  a  man  be  to  be 
buried  with  military  honoxirs  ? "  Small  Boy: 
"  Dead." 


Tonbridge  Angling  Society. 

Mb.  Fred.  J.  Tanton,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Tonbridge 
and  District  Angling  Preservation  Society,  writes : 
"  We  have  turned  in  a  fine  lot  of  fish  from  Messrs. 
Andrews,  Haslemere,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of 
a  good  spawning  time."  The  thirty-third  annual 
general  meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Bull  Hotel  on 
May  27,  at  8.30  p.m. 


School  Board. 


In  the  mountainous  sections  of  the  Middle  West, 
the  teachers  are  appointed  with  little  question 
concerning  their  grammatical  orthodoxy.  Occasion- 
ally, however,  a  wave  of  school  reform  sweeps 
through  the  valleys,  and  undesired  examinations 
are  thrust  upon  embarrassed  pedagogues.  It  was 
during  one  of  these  periods  of  intellectual  discomfort 
that  the  following  sentence  was  given:  "The  bird 
flew  over  the  house."  Accompanying  it  was  the 
query,  "  Is  '  flew  '  a  regular  or  an  irregular  verb  ?  " 
One  teacher  after  another  shook  his  head  hope- 
lessly, despite  the  slow,  thought-inspiring  fashion 
in  which  the  examiner  repeated  the  perplexing 
fact  that  "The — bird — flew — over — the — house." 
Finally  a  man  rose  in  the  rear  and,  with  the  assur- 
ance of  one  who  puts  his  trust  in  logic  and  a 
practical  knowledge  of  natural  history,  volun- 
teered fa  solution.  Said  he:  "If  that  bird  which 
flew  over  the  house  was  a  wild  goose,  it  went  in  a 
straight,  regular  line,  so  the  verb  is  regular  ;  but  if 
it  was  a  snipe  that  flew  over  the  house,  then  it  went 
in  a  crooked,  zigzag  line,  and  so  the  verb  is  ir- 
regular." All  but  the  grammar-bound  examiner 
were  satisfied  with  this  sensible  and  rational  expla- 
nation. 


The  Man  who  Wins. 

The  man  who  wins  is  the  man  who  works — 
The  man  who  toils  while  the  next  man  shirks ; 
The  man  who  stands  in  his  deep  distress 
With  his  head  held  high  in  the  deadly  press — 
Yes,  he  is  the  man  who_wins. 

The  man  who  wins  is  the  man  who  knows 
The  value  of  pain,  and  the  worth  of  woes — 
And,  perhaps,  who  lingers,  now  and  then. 
To  help  some  failure  to  rise  again— 
Ah,  he  is  the  man  who  wins  ! 


"  Black  Gnat  "  contributes  an  article  to  the 
Waterford  Evening  News  upon  angling  in  and 
around  Waterford.  He  makes  the  curious  state- 
ment that  after  reading  Izaak  Walton  he  was 
"  forced  to  the  irreverent,  but  irrevocable,  conclu- 
sion that  the  gentle  Izaak  was  a  pedantic  old  fraud 
who  never  caught  anything  but  crabs.  One 
might  as  well  study  Hackenschmidt  on  Golf," 
he  says,  "for  guidance  in  the  royal  game, 
or  Tommy  Burns  on  Torts  for  legal  informa- 
tion." Perhaps  this  is  a  form  of  higher  wit- 
ticism. In  regard  to  local  fishing,  he  says : — 
"  In  the  South  Kilkenny  streams,  though  they  are 
liable  to  periodical  nettings  by  poachers,  really 
good  trout  may  be  killed,  but  with  the  exception 
of  the  Clodagh.  the  same  cannot  be  said  of  the 
East  Waterford  streams.  The  trout  there  run 
wretchedly  small,  ar>d  their  condition  is  poor.  I 
have,  however,  known  some  splendid  white  trout 
to  be  killed  on  the  Tay  and  Mahon  rivers  late  in  the 
season.  Quite  different,  however,  are  the  streams 
in  West  Waterford,  and  Tallow  has  been  described 
as  a  veritable  angler's  paradise.  In  iio  lake  in  this 
district — except  perhaps  in  Ballyscanlan,  which  is 
preserved  by  Mr.  E.  N.  Power,  Coroner,  Tramore — 
are  larger  trout  to  be  met  with  than  in  Knocka- 
derry  lake." 

*  at  *  * 

" The  Waterford  Corporation,"  continues  "Black 
Gnat,"  "  issue  licences  to  fish  in  Knockaderry  for 
the  season  at  £1  Is.,  or  single  day  licences  at  2s.  6d. 
each.  The  best  months  for  fishing  in  Knockaderry 
are  March  to  May,  inclusive,  and  the  latter  part  of 
August  and  Septenjber.  As  to  the  best  flies — well, 
the  fisherman  must  know  his  business."  Apparently 
"  Black  Gnat  "  does  not  intend  to  be  too  assertive 
on  flies. 


The  Reason  Why. 

It  is  a  well-known  historical  fact  that  George 
Washington  could  not  tell  a  lie.  I  do  not  know 
whether  he  was  an  angler ;  but  there  are  anglers 
who  have  a  reputation  for  being  able  to  "reel" 
them  otf  volubly  and  without  a  blush.  In  con^ 
versation  with  the  moving  spirit  of  a  well-known 
Redditch  firm  of  tackle  manufacturers  recently,  I 
was  told  of  another  angler  who  could  not  tell  a  lie. 
He  was  dumb  I         "  Dragnet. 
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THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 


In  consequence  of  the  recent  heavy  floods  a 
quantity  of  fish  has  been  swept  out  of  the  river 
and  stranded,  most  of  the  fish  having  probably  been 
carried  down  from  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Thames, 
but,  thanks  to  the  p;  ompt  manner  in  which  the 
T.A.P.S.  members  and  officials  have  acted,  few  fish 
have  been  lost,  Mr.  C.  Lovett  (T.A.P.S.)  and 
Assistant  River-keeper  Hackett,  assisted  by 
members  of  the  Chertsey  Angling  Association,  on 
Saturday,  May  9,  having  captured  a  large  number 
of  bream  up  to  51b.,  golden  carp,  tench,  and  roach, 
which  were  all  replaced  in  the  Thames.  On  Monday, 
May  11,  the  society's  river-keepers  and  assistants 
had  a  field  day,  netting  every  place  that  might  pos- 
sibly hold  fish,  and  capital  results  were  obtained  of 
all  kinds  of  fish,  but  principally  bream,  of  which 
some  would  certainly  have  tiu-ned  the  scale  at  61b. 

It  is  left  to  all  Thames  anglers  to  judge  what  this 
practical  work  upon  their  behalf  means,  in  the 
saving  of  fish  life,  and  London  clubmen  especially 
who  fish  the  river  should  certainly  come  forward 
and  back  the  T.A.P.S.  up  better  than  they  are  doing 
at  present. 

There  are  clubs  in  London  at  the  present  time  who 
fish  the  river  and  yet  withhold  their  support,  in  the 
face  of  the  solid  and  practical  work  now  undertaken 
by  the  T.A.P.S.  This  is  not  a  sportsmanlike  way  of 
behaving,  and  it  is  hoped  they  will  see  matters 
in  the  right  light  and  come  forward  with  a  little 
better  financial  aid  towards  the  upkeep  of  Loiadon's 
free  fishery.  J.  V.  Eyse,  Secretary. 


'   BRITISH    SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


Mb.  Nickels  took  charge,  as  chairman,  of  the 
business  on  Wednesday.  Reports  from  stations 
were  numerous  and  very  promising ;  the  season  is 
yet  young.  There  was  much  talk  about  skate,  and 
inter  alia  Ballycotton  and  Letterfrack  was  spoken 
of.  Skate,  like  all  other  fish  when  it  is  "  off,"  is  not 
good  to  eat;  but  the  juvenile  skate  may  be  even 
rashly  indulged  in.  They  do  not  call  these  skate 
"  maids  "  in  Ireland,  but  they  do  on  our  East  Coast 
—and  they  know.  Funny,  that  the  presence  of 
the  sucker  indicates  the  best  eating  skate  !  That 
parasite  is  of  a  low  order,  but  he  possesses  intell- 
gence — of  a  sort. 

The  subject  for  consideration  on  Wednesday  was, 
as  a  question,  put,  "What  is  a  Sportsman?" 
Academic — quite — but  all  those  present  warmed 
to  it,  and  many  truths  were  spoken  out  of 
the  heart,  and  some  were  not  pleasant,  for  your 
true  sportsman  feels  quickly  and  deeply,  and 
language  gets  crisp — the  red  rag  of  a  little  bit 
of  meanness  makes  even  the  happy  sportsman  at 
times  savage.  Nevertheless  there  was  a  wonderful 
unanimity.  Good  sportsmen  all,  could  it  have  been 
otherwise  ? 

Mr.  J.  H.'A.  Reay,  it  is  true,  graduated  in  the  old 
L.  A.  C.  days  in  other  branches  of  sport,  but  now  in 
his  ripeness  gives  even  to  the  sea  angler  decided 
tone.  His  address  and  the  good  discussion  that 
followed  we  hope  to  do  justice  to  next  week. 

On  Wednesday  next  Mr.  B.  M.  Oakeshott  will  read 
a   paper,    "  Cheap  Sea  Angling  for  Beginners." 

  H.  P. 


NORWAY  WEATHER  REPORTS. 


The  telegrams  from  the  various  angling  districts 
of  Norway  received  to-day  indicate  that  in  the 
Namsen  district,  in  the  middle  north,  the  weather 
is  still  keeping  cold.  In  the  Trondhjem  district 
the  rivers  are  still  low,  as  the  result  of  fairly 
cold  weather.  In  the  Bergen  district,  including 
Sognef  jord  and  Nordf  jord,  there  has  not  been  any 
marked  rise  in  the  rivers.  The  snow  has  melted 
fairly  well  on  the  low  grounds,  but  the  hills  still 
retain  their  large  stocks.  In  the  Mandal  district  the 
rivers  are  medium-sized,  and  although  it  is  now 
raining  there  the  rivers  are  not  yet  in  flood.  Taking 
these  reoorts  with  the  previous  two  reports  I 
have  had  the  pleasure  of  sending  you,  I  consider 
that  we  have  got  through  the  first  part  of  May 
uncommonly  well,  the  danger  being  that  an  increase 
of  temperature  would  melt  our  stock  of  snow,  and 
the  prospects,  therefore,  are  quite  good.  There 
will,  of  course,  be  a  gradual  rise  of  temperature 
now  onwards  ;  and  another  reassuring  feature  is  the 
satisfactory  report  that  the  nets  are  already  catch- 
ing fish  as  far  up  as  the  Nordf  jord,  and  in  the  case 
of  the  Gaula  or  Osen  river,  just  north  of  the 
Sognef  jord,  I  have  heard  of  salmon  being  taken  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river  by  rod,  by  my  tenant. 
Appearances,  therefore,  indicate  satisfactory  pros- 
pects for  this  season.  James  Dowell, 

Lumley  House,  May  11. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Albert  Tiller  (Weymouth). — Will  you  please 
send  your  full  address  ? 


Xettets  to  the  lEbitor. 

LWe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

ELEVENTH  INTERNATIONAL  FLY  AND 
BAIT  CASTING  TOURNAMENT. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  found  your  letter  re- 
specting the  baits  awaiting  me  on  my  return  from 
the  country  on  Monday  last.  I  quite  agree  with 
you  that  intending  competitors  should  have  the 
opportunity  of  practising  with  the  actual  baits  to 
be  used  in  the  tournament. 

You  will  remember  that  the  committee  very 
strongly  recommended  that  in  the  heavy  and 
medium  bait  casting  competitions  it  was  of  the 
greatest  importance  that  these  heavy  baits  should 
be  constructed  of  some  softer  material  than  a  com- 
bination of  lead  and  wood.  Rubber  was  suggested, 
but  the  specific  gravity  of  rubber  is  very  different, 
and  presents  a  difficulty. 

I  think  I  have  overcome  this,  and  hope  to  be  able 
to  submit  a  bait  to  the  committee  at  their  next 
meeting  which  will  meet  with  approval.  Then  I 
propose  to  have  a  full  size  photograph  of  each 
weight  bait,  and  also  the  float,  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  and  to  have  a  number  made  up,  so 
that  anyone  wishing  to  get  one  or  more  for  practice 
can  do  so  at  cost  price. 

I  have  received  several  suggestions  with  reference 
to  the  rules  and  competitions  from  gentlemen 
interested  in  the  tournament.  Some  of  these  we 
discussed  and  considered  fully  in  committee,  but 
they  could  not  be  adopted  for  several  reasons — time 
principally.  Some  of  the  suggestions  are  not  only 
practical  but  valuable,  [and  I  think  a  committee 
meeting  should  be  held  as  soon  as  possible  to  con- 
sider them.  Some  modification  in  the  rules  will,  I 
think,  also  be  necessary. — I  am,  yours  very  truly, 
J.  T.  Emery,  Hon.  Sec. 

15,  Atherton-road,  Fore=t  Gate,  E.,  May  13. 


A  FEW  WELL-KNOWN  FACTS  ABOUT  THE 
EFFECT  OF  CERTAIN  FOOD  UPON  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — It  is  a  great  surprise  to  m-s  that 
Professor  David  Starr  Jordan's  remarks  on  tlie 
colour  of  the  flesh  of  trout,  and  your  comments  on 
them,  in  yovir  issue  of  Nov.  Hi,  1907,  did  not  draw 
out  a  single  written  line  from  any  representative 
of  British  fish-culture,  considering  that  at  least 
fovirteen  trout-rearing  establishments  advertise 
in  your  columns. 

As  food  most  undoubtedly  has  an  effect  upon 
the  colour  of  the  flesh  of  the  trout,  I  feel  that  I 
should  make  public  what  every  trout-culturist 
knows,  and  trust  that  it  will  draw  out  some  prac- 
tical experience  from  the  brotherhood. 

I  will  preface  my  remarks  by  saying  that  half 
of  our  perplexities  and  petty  difficulties  are  aggra- 
vated by  the  scientist  who  refuses  to  accept  a 
perfect  chain  of  circumstantial  evidence  as  con- 
clusive. Please  notice  how  Professor  Jordan 
says,  "  I  am  not  aware  that  anybody  has  shown 
experimentally  that  this  is  true  "  ;  and,  again, 
"  No  one  has  experimentally  investigated  this, 
so  far  as  I  know."  He  dotes  on  experiments,  and 
scientifically  recognises  no  results  as  positively 
conclusive  without  them.  Now,  if  we  could  draw 
up  all  the  facts  of  human  knowledge  in  line,  and 
review  them,  we  would  discover,  much  to  the  sur- 
prise of  many  of  us,  that  by  far  the  most  of  the 
facts  were  obtained  through  a  perfect  chain  of 
circumstantial  evidence,  and,  perhaps,  only  3  or 
4  per  cent,  through  experiment.  Certainly  we 
should  look  to  Science  for  help,  but  we  must  weigh 
her  evidence  with  that  of  circumstance  and  the 
practical  man,  instead  of  pinning  all  o\vc  faith 
entirely  in  her. 

It  has  been  proved  for  years  to  the  perfect  satisfac- 
tion of  fish-culturists  in  the  United  States  that  the 
feeding  of  the  teest  beef  liver  has  a  deteriorating 
effect  upon  the  colour  of  the  flesh,  eggs,  and  exterior 
of  trout.  This  is  very  noticeable  in  the  case  of 
the  American  brook-trout.  Its  rich,  creamy  flesh 
becomes  flabby  and  of  a  dull  washy  colour,  whilst 
its  brilliant  exterior  markings  fade  perceptibly. 
It  is  beyond  dispute  that  all  wild  trout  fed  for  (say) 
eighteen  months  on  the  best  beef  liver  will  yield 
very  pale  eggs  ;  it  has  yet  to  be  proved  that  they 
are  less  healthy.  Highly-coloured  eggs  may  pro- 
duce fish  of  highly-coloured  fiesli,  but  will  not  if 
tlie  fry  are  fed  on  liver  from  their  youth  up.  Re- 
versely, very  pale  eggs  undoubtedly  will  turn  out 
fish  with  rich  colouring,  mternally  and  externally, 
if  they  are  planted  m  water  abounding  with  water- 
cress, the  males  at  spawning  season,  if  they  are 
American   brook-trout,   having   much  blood-red 


underneath  extending  upwards  on  to  the  sides. 
It  will  bo  found  that  these  brilliantly-coloured  fish 
have  highly-tinted  flesh,  and  it  is  a  sign  of  robust 
vitality  and  health.  "  I  am  not  aware  that  any- 
body has  shown  oxperimontally  that  this  is  true  "  ; 
but  again  and  again  one  cornos  across  mention  in 
the  U.S.  Fish  Commission  bulletins  and  reports  of 
cases  where  fingerlings  or  two  yoai--olds  in  a  sick 
or  unhealthy  state  were  placed  in  a  spring  full  of 
living  food,  and  of  the  fish  very  soon  reco\'ering  and 
assuming  a  very  brilliant  exterior  coloration,  due 
presumedly  to 'the  abundance  of  the  fresh-water 
shrimp  (Gammarus  pulex)  and  common  water-snail 
(Limne.a  pereqra). 

All  of  this  goes  to  prove  that  food  affects  not  only 
the  flesh  of  trout  but  particularly  their  exterior 
coloration.  Now  is  the  time  for  some  of  our 
British  fish-culturists  to  experiment  to  determine 
the  extent,  etc.,  that  various  kinds  of  food  do  this, 
being  careful  at  the  same  time  to  note  local  con- 
ditions. 

May  I  suggest  before  I  close  that  writers  be  less 
afraici  of  going  into  details,  especially  when  asking 
for  explanation  on  scientific  matters  t  When  ono 
reads  that  So-and-so  noticed  "  trout  "  acting  in 
this  or  that  way,  or  observed  "  trout  "  feeding 
on  this  or  that  food,  and  one  has  to  guess  what  kind 
of  trout  they  were,  besides  the  climatic  and  local 
conditions,  etc.,  much  useful  data  for  comments 
and  explanation  are  wanting.  The  con.sequonce  is 
that  the  ensuing  suggestions  are  often  inadequate 
or  improbable.  In  any  case,  if  not  overdone, 
details  make  the  reading  much  more  interesting, 
for  is  it  not  the  little  things  that  make  life  worth 
living  ? — Yours  truly,     George  P.  Bosanquet. 

U.S.  Bureau  of  Fisheries, 
Spearfish,  S.D.,  U.S.A. 

[One  curious  thing  is  that  trout  out  of  tho  same 
river  or  lake,  and  presumably  having  only  tho  same 
food,  may  have  in  one  case  pink  flesh  like  a  saluKjn, 
in  the  other  white  flesh.  In  1883  I  had  sent  to  mo 
from  New  Zealand  frozen  trout  up  to  101b.  or  121b. 
weight  whose  flesh  was  a  primrose  yellow.  I  am 
afraid  our  fish-breeders  are  very  backward  in 
coming  forward  with  information  gained  by  ex- 
perience.— Ed.] 


FISHING  (SEA  OR  RIVER)  ON  THE  FRENCH 
NORTH  COAST. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  G.  R.  Macmullen'g 
question  as  to  fishing  on  the  French  Nortli  Coast, 
possibly  my  own  experiences  in  this  district  last 
August  may  be  of  interest.  The  river  I  was  fishing 
was  the  Durdent,  which  finds  its  way  into  the  sea 
about  twenty-five  miles  west  of  Dieppe.  The  ri\  er 
is  well  stocked  with  trout  (except  the  last  three  or 
four  miles,  where  the  water  is  brackish),  but  mostly 
small  fish,  a  few  running  up  to  IJib.,  but  a  fish  of 
^Ib.  being  considered  good.  With  the  exception 
of  the  last  four  miles  the  river  is  very  closely  pre- 
served, but  some  short  beats  of  good  water  were 
obtainable  through  a  local  angling  society  (Societo 
de  Pecheurs  a  la  Ligne  de  la  Durdent;  headquarters 
at  Cauy-Barville)  ;  and  the  writer  was  fortunate 
in  obtaining  permission  to  fish  some  of  the  best 
water  through  a  clianee  introduction  to  the  owner. 

The  stream  is  a  clear  chalk  stream  of  about  the 
size  of  the  Kennet,  and  the  valley  through  which 
it  runs  is  very  prettily  wooded. 

■  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  trout-fishing  at  Dieppe, 
but  there  is  a  stream  somewhat  similar  to  the 
Durdent,  though  smaller,  which  runs  out  at  Pour- 
ville,  three  miles  west  of  Dieppe  (station  Dieppe), 
and  another  five  or  six  miles  further  west  still  at 
Quiberville  (station  Ouville-la-Riviere),  both  of 
which  are  said  to  contain  trout. 

I  found  the  best  flies  in  August  to  be  small  Duns, 
a  pattern  with  grey  wings  and  a  red  body  being 
particularly  effective.  Fishing  was  possible  witii 
both  dry  and  wet  fly,  but  the  dry  was  much  the 
more  deadly.  The  natives  mostly  use  a  spinning 
minnow  on  coarse  gut,  the  line  being  ^fastened  to 
the  end  of  a  long  bamboo  rod.  with  no  reel. 

I  do  not  think  the  sea-fishing  along  that  coast 
is  worth  much.  Dieppe  has  a  fishing  fleet,  but  I 
do  not  fancy  that  they  cater  for  amateiu's.  The 
mouth  of  the  Durdent  boasted  one  boat,  but  the 
owners  absolutely  refused  to  let  it  out.  The  mouth 
of  the  river  was  netted  regularly  e\'ery  tide,  and  I 
saw  some  good  sea-trout  of  61b.  to  71b.  landed  in 
this  way,  but  I  never  saw  one  in  the  ri\-er. 

If  Mr.  MacmuUen  wants  an  angling  holiday  T 
would  advise  him  to  go  elsewhere  ;  but  if  he  has 
decided  to  go  to  that  district  anyway,  it  is  quite 
worth  while  taking  his  tackle. — Yours  truly, 

H.  W. 


GOOD  QUARTERS   FOR  TROUT-FISHIXG. 

Dear  Sir, — With  regard  to  the  ciueries  about 
trout-fishing  by  Mr.  Percy  Renshaw,  who  ^\Titea 
in  your  issue  of  Alay  9,  I  have  great  pleasvire  in 
referring  liim  to  ^Ir.  Donaldson,  Rodono  Hotel, 
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Thb  Only 
Bffectitb 

INSECT 
REPELLER 

which    Is    NOT  CREASY, 
'non-poisonous,  PERFECTLY 

^  'harmless,  easily  applied, 

ajid  pleasant  and  refreshing  to  use 


Prepared  by 

FRANK  A.  ROGERS,  327,  Oxford  St.,  W. 


FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

THE   WESTMEATH  LAKES. 

Gentlemen  and  Tourists  who  desire  to  visit  these 
famous  Trout  Fishing  Lakes  will  find  at 

BROCAN'S  HOTEL,  Castlepollard, 

every  eomtort  and  convenience.  Boats  and  men 
supplied.  Four  niaguifiuent  lal<es  in  the  vicinity 
Rates  very  moderate.  —  DANIEL  BRUGAil 
Proprietor,  Castlepollard,  Westmeath,  Ireland. 


GOOD  TROUT  FISHING  NOW 

AND 

COARSE  FISHING  IN  SEASON 

can  be  obtained,  3/6  per  day,  by  staying 
at  P.  C.  TUCKS, 

ROSE  &  CROWN  HOTEL, 

East  Harnham,  Salisbury, 


DOVEDALE,  Ashbourne. 


IZAAK  WALTON  HOTEL. 

Family  Residential  Hotel  and  Anglers' 
Resort  for  the  Rivers  Dove  and  Manifold. 

Lovely  situation,  within  five  minutes' 
walk  of  the  Stepping  Stones,  Dovedale. 
Spacious  Dining,  Drawing,  and  Private 
Eooms.  Trout  Fishing.  Golf.  Carriages. 
Table  d'Hote  (separate  tables).  Illustrated 
tarifi  from  the  Proprietor,  WM.  EVANS 


FISHING  ON  LOUGH  MELVIN 
THE  HOTEL, 

Garrison,  County  Fermanagh,  Ireland. 

Under  New  Management. 

Beautifully  situated  on  the  shore  of  Lough 
Melvin ;  eight  miles  long.  Celebrated  tor 
Salmon,  GUlaroo,  and  Trout  Fishiug.  Long 
patronized  by  the  nobility  and  gentry.  Excellent 
cuisine  ;  very  comfortable.  Boats  and  experi- 
enced men  provided.  Cars  meet  trains  at 
lielleek  on  receipt  of  notice.— WM.  aAUNDERS, 
Proprietor.  


TONGUE  HOTEL 

SUTHERLAND. 

Under  New  Management  from  28th  May,  1908. 
TO  BE  PRACTICALLY  REFURNISHED. 

Beautifully  situated  on  the  north  coast 
of  Sutherland,  in  one  of  the  best  districts 
of  that  famous  Pishing  County,  and 
amidst  some  of  the  finest  scenery  in  the 
Highlands.  Excellent  Brown  Trout,  Sea 
Trout,  and  Salmon  Pishing.  Posting  and 
Motor  Hiring.  Route :  Rail  to  Lairg, 
thence  by  Motor  Car. 

JOHN  MACKENZIE. 
Address  till  2Sth  May,  Railway  Hotel,  Tain  ; 
thereafter.  Tongue  Hotel,  Sutherland. 


ROSS-SHXRS. 

AULTBEA  HOTEL 

Under  Neu<  ManagemeiU, 
This  Hotel  is  beautifully  situated  on  the  West 
Coast,  amid  splendid  Highland  sceneiy.  There 
is  superior  and  extensive  Brown  Trout  Fishings 
granted  specially  by  the  Marcjuis  of  Zetland  for 
visitors  at  Hotel.  The  Hotel  is  new  and  newly 
lurnished.    New  sanitary  arrangements. 

Splendid  Sea  Fishing  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing. 
ISoating.    Hiring.    Sea  Batliing.     Route — Per 
Boat  from  Oban  to  Gairloch.   Carriage  will  be 
in  waiting  if  proprietor  is  conmiunicated  with. 

C.  M'KENZIE 
(Late  of  Kylesku  Hotel,  Sutherlandshii-e). 


THE  ANGLER'S  PARADISE. 

DOWROS  BAY  HOTEL, 

ROSBEG,  CO.  DONEGAL. 

The  above  Hotel  is  situated  in  its  own  grounds, 
overlooking  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  in  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  parts  of  the  Donegal  Highlands. 
Excellent  Trout  Fishing  in  four  magnificent 
]akes  belonging  to  the  Hotel.  Shooting  over 
5000  acres.  Good  Golf  Links.  Terms  moderate. 
Evei7  modem  convenience.  Under  experienced 
new  English  aiauagetuent.  Apply,  Mak AQEKS8S. 


EXMOOR. 

GOOD  TROUT  FISHING 

ON  BARLE. 

Also  Private  Pishing  free  to  Visitors 
staying  at  this  Hotel.  Good  accommo 
dation.  Terms  moderate.  Good  Posting 
and  Stabling. — Apply  to  T.  Elwoethy, 

TEMPERANCE  HOTEL, 

Simonsbath,  nr.  South  Molton, 


DOUGLAS  HOTEL, 

at  Head  of  Loch  Ness, 
FORTAUGUSTUS,  N.B. 

Now  acknowledged  best  Salmon  Fishing  i 
Scotland  from  Februai-y.  Good  Trout  Fishin^ 
May  to  July.  Grilse  and  Sea  Trout,  June  to  Sep 
teaiher.  No  charge  for  Fishiug.  Good  boats 
experienced  men  ;  expert  advice.  Every  atten 
tiou  given  to  Anglers,  Apply  early  for  boats. 

R.  M.  CAMERON,  Proprietor. 
Telegrams  :  "  Hotel  Douglas,  Fortaugustus." 


FINE 

TROUT  FISHING. 


Please  address:  FECHTIG, 

POSTE  HOTEL,  STUHLINGEN, 

BLACK  FOREST. 


SOUTH  DEVON. 

Apartments  To  Let. 

One  minute  from  River  Dart.  Two  miles 
Private  Pishing.  Good  for  Salmon  and 
Trout. — Apply, 

MRS,  BEARD, 
NorthwQOd,  Buckfasileigh 


LOCH  ERIGHT  HOTEL, 

Dalwhinnie,  Inverness-shire. 

This  commodious  Hotel  now  open  to 
visitors.  Rebuilt  and  newly  furnished. 
Excellent  fishing  on  loch  and  river. 
Golf,  tennis,  garage,  petrol,  posting, 
boats  free.  Telegrams;  Adams,  Dal- 
whinnie. 

GEORGE  ADAMS,  Proprietor, 
late  48,  Jermi-n  Street,  London. 


LOUGH  MELYIN,  IRELAND. 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

Furnished  House  to  Let 

at  Garrison,  the  well-known  fishing  centre 
Three  sitting  rooms,  eight  bedrooms,  servants' 
rooms,  w.c  ,  stabling,  lEc.  Plate,  linen,  and 
attendance  if  required. — Apply,  P.  Timoney, 
Garrison,  Belleek,  Co.  Fermanagh. 


SALMON  FISHING  TO  LET. 

DEE,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 
TWO  BODS  FOR  JUNE. 

Apply,  Wm.  Brown  &  Co.,  Fishing  Tackle 
Makers,  150,  Union  Street,  Aberdeen. 


WANTEO, 

GOOD  TROUT  FISHING 

in  North  of  Scotland  on 
Loch  or  River, 

with  comfortable  quarters,  farmhouse  or 
lodge  preferred. — Davidson,  Cullen,  N.B. 


LONDON  THEATRES. 

JAY  MARKET  T  H  EA  T  R  E.— Lessee  and 
Manager,  Mr.  Frederick  Harrison.  To- 
night at  y,  A  FEARFUL  JOY.  By  Sydney 
^irundy.  Mrs.  Langtry.  Mr.  Arthur  Bourchier, 
and  Mr.  Allan  Aynesworth.  At  8.30,  PRIDE  OF 
REGIMENT,  by  F.  D.  Bone.  Matinee  every 
Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  2.30.  Box  Oflice, 
Tel.  3,344  Gerrard. 


JIS  MAJESTY'S  THEATRE.— Mr.  Tree.  To- 

night,  and  every  evening,  at  8,  Shakespeare's 
Comedy,  THE  MERCHANT  OF  VENICE. 
Shylock,  Mr.  Tree  ;  Portia,  Miss  Alexandra 
Carlisle.  Matinee  every  Wednesday  and 
Saturday  at  2.  Box  Office,  10  to  10.  Seats 
booked  from  28.    Tel.  1,777  Gerrard. 


■JALY'S  THEATRE.— Every  Evening  at  8.15, 
Matinee  every  Saturday  at  2.30,  a  new 
Play,   with   Music,   entitled,   THE  iUERRY 
WIDOW  ("  Die  Lnstige  Witwe").  Produced  by 
Mr.  George  Edwaides. 


TO  DRY  Fi-Y  FISHERS, 

MUCILIN 

(REGISTERED). 

The  Finest  Preparation  for  making  lines 
and  flies  to  float.  Solid  for  lines,  liquid 
for  flies.  Clean  and  easy  to  use. 

Will  not  injure  the  most  delicate  fibre  of 
Cotton,  Flax,  Silk,  or  Wool  ;  neither  oil  nor 
varnish  line  proofings.  Finest  preparation  for 
dressing  pure  silk  lines  for  live  baiting  or  trolling 

Sent  out  in  Tins  and  Bottles,  1/-  each 

state  wlien  unli:rini7  lehriher  tiolid  or  Liquid. 

THOS.  ASPINALL 

IINVKNTOR  .\NU  SOLE  SIAKKU). 

Analytical  and  Manufacturing  Chemist, 

Carllon  Street  Chemical  Works,  BOLTON 


CKTY  OF  LONDON 

Piscatorial  Society. 

President ;— Mr.  F.  B.  MILDMAY,  M.P. 
Meeting  at  7.30  p.m.,  Tuesday  in  each  week,  at 
Mason's  Hall  Tavern,  Coleman  Street,  E.C. 
FISHING  WATERS.  —  Colne,  Wraysbury 
(S.W.R.)  and  Blackwater,  &c.  ;  Bishop's  Wick- 
ham  and  Langford  (G.E.R.)  near  Maldon,  Essex. 
Membersliip  confers  all  customary  advantages 
of  a  high-class  Angling  Society,  including  access 
to  a  good  library.  Applications  to  Honorary 
Secretary,  as  abovn 


RODEL  AND  FINSBAY, 

SOUTH  HARRIS, 

SALMOITahd  SEA 
TROUT  FISHING, 

including  the  well-known  Obbe  Lochs  ;  excelleni 
hotel  accommodation. — Apply,  W.  B.  Mackie 
116,  Hope  Street,  Glasgow. 


SALMON  FISHING. 

A  ROD  WANTED 

to  make  one  of  three  for  the  month  of 
August  next  on  a  splendid  River  in 
Sweden.     Bag  for  August,   1906,  165 
Salmon.    Price  £75. — Apply, 
Wilkinson  &  Son,  47,  Bloomsbury 
Square,  London,  W.C. 


RAINBOW  FRY. 

50,000  FOR  SALE. 

All  from  Ova  of  3  and  4  lb.  Fish 

Price  10/-  per  thousand. 

Cash  with  Order. 


Apply  MANAGER, 

Fario  Fishery,  Hirrietsliaiii,  Kent 


•FLOATANE' 

(REQD.). 

For  Dry  Fly  Fishing 

'  Floatane '  will  not  wash  off  and  leaves 
no  sicim  on  the  water.   Flies  treated  will 
float  for  months. 

Testimonial  from  Capt.  the  Hon.  Reynolds  Moreton 
20,  Chester  Street,  Londou,  Oct.,  1904. 
I  have  found  your  '  Floatank  '  the  very  best  preparatior 
for  lliy  Fly  Fishing  I  have  ever  used.    I  shall  warn 
another  supply  for  next  season. 

Wholesale  from  the  Fatentee  and  Manufacturer, 

WM.  DODOS,  7,  Eastgate,  Peebles 

Sample  Bottle  sent  on  receipt  of  8d. 


ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 

GRAND 

EMPIRE  CONCERT 

(Under  the  direction  of  Dr.  CHARLES  HARRIS) 

for  the  benefit  of  the  Victoria  League 
and  the  Empire  Education  Fund, 
SATURDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  23rd,  at  3. 
MADAME  ALBANI. 
MISS  ALY8  BATEMAN. 
MADAME  ADA  CROSSLBY. 

MR.  BEN  DA  VIES. 
SIR  CHARLES  SANTLEY. 
THE  ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY. 
THE  LONDON  SYMPHONY  ORCHESTRA. 
Prices :  Boxes,  4  Guineas,  3  Guineas,  and 
£1  11«.  6d.    Stalls,  10s.  6d.    Arena,  7».  6d.  Bal- 
cony, reserved,  5».  ;  unreserved,  Zs.  Gallery,  I*. 

Tickets  may  be  obtained  at  the  Box  Office, 
Royal  Albert  Hall  ;  the  Secretary,  Victoria 
League,  Millbank  House,  2,  Wood  Street,  West- 
minster ;  and  of  Ibbs  &  Tillett,  19,  Hanover 
Square,  W.  Telephone :  "  3129  Mayfair."' 
Doocs  open  at  2.    Carriages  at  &.30. 


Cast  yonr  Eye  on  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  d02.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES, 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 

WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  magiiificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  imwers 

— having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle, 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 


WHITE  BROTHERS, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 
 OMAOH,  IRELAND, 


I)iri.OMA 

FisiinittKs 
1883. 


PROUT'S 

WA^'i^rN^'^^^f^rl'?^'  SOFTEN,  and  PRESKRVE 
S^^^MI^S  riSHINO,   SHOOTING,  anj  GOLFING 
VP^","'!"''''"?*.""-''"  impt  rvi„u.s  t„  the  wet.preventiug 
cold  and  damp  feet;  also  IIAKNE.SS.  JIOSK  ic 
<tAMPIF<;  <""'„B-<'i'''".  Fra,u;,-linl,ih  Ji.rhibitiun, 

PER  POST.  Of  Bootmakers,  Stores,  &c. 

Id.  to  1/6  PER  BOX.         111%  1^  IM 

Street,  W.  U  mm  K  K  I II 


H.  JOHNSON,  Gut  Merchant. 

Send  1/-  for  3  SAMPLE  CASTS,  8  yards  each, 
tapered,  fine,  medium,  and  strong,  and  see 
Quality. 

BEST   SELECTED  DRAWN    GUT,  3,  4,  and  6x, 

13  in.,  2/6  ;  15  in.,  3/- ;  18  in.,  4/.  per  100. 
BEST  UNDRAWN  GUT,  2x,  fine,  16  in.,  2/6: 

18  in.  3/- ;  20  in.,  3/6  per  100. 
GUT    CASTS,    FIRST    QUALITY,  1  yard,  1/4: 

2  yards,  2/6  ;  3  yards,  3/6  per  doz. 
BEST    SOLID    PLAITED    ROACH    LINES,  per 

100  yards,  1/6;  BARBEL,  2/-;  PIKE,  3/6. 
BEST    NOTTINGHAM    LOBS    AND    BAG,  3/4 

per  1,000.  THB  TRADE  SUPPLIED. 

155,  Waterway  Street,  Nottingham. 


LIVERPOOL 

Ang-ling"  Assoeiation. 

(Founded  1878). 

Headquarters:  DE  SUVA'S  HOTEL, 
Queen  Square  and  St.  JTohn'a  Lane. 


TROUT  &  COARSE  FISHING. 

For  Particulars  of  Membership,  apply— 

HY.  L.  GOLDSMITH,  62,  Dale  Street. 


L '^^^ylALMONfiSHlNti^ 

^^^e)  Instruction 

'  /Ty  oJ.eT.HAPOy 

^■■B    HOW  TO  BE  5l)CCk'5,;FUL, 
Post  free  \  HOW  TO  DRE5'5  FUEi,  J 
0  ,E/>«^\  HO>VTOUJE  THEM  / 


ears 


A  Soap  is  known  by  the 
company  it  keeps.  Pears* 
found  in  good  society 


IS 


everywhere. 


The  use  of  Pears*  Soap 
betokens  refinement. 

Scented,  or  not,  a*  you  preLf. 


Mat  16,  1908 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 
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St.  Mary's  Loch,  Selkirk,  N.B.,  where  I  have- fre- 
quently stayed  and  obtained  most  excellent  sport. 

St.  Mary's  Loch  is  sixteen  miles  from  Moffat, 
which  is  the  nearest  railway  station,  but  the  pro- 
prietor would  meet  visitors  with  his  motor,  if 
previously  arr.anged  for. 

The  hotel  is  delightfully  situated  on  the  side  of 
the  loch,  being  within  one  mile  of  the  Megget. 
This  stream,  preserved  by  the  hotel,  is  qviite  fishable 
from  the  shore,  or  by  shallow  wading,  and  affords 
very  fine  sport  in  June  and  July.  The  average 
weight  of  fish  varies  between  two  or  three  to  the 
pound,  while  heavy  fish  are  frequently  taken  with 
the  natural  minnow  in  the  loch,  and  occasionally 
with  the  fly.  Good  boats  are  kept  by  the  hotel 
for  visitors  at  a  charge  of  2s.  a  day,  but  a  skilled 
boatman  is  rather  hard  to  obtain. 

Selection  of  flies  :  1,  Green  well's  Glory  ;  2,  Blue 
Dun  ;  3,  Zulu  (small)  with  red  tag  ;  4,  March  Brown  ; 
5,  Woodcock  and  Hare's  Ear — all  necessary  tackle 
suitable  for  the  loch,  etc.,  can  be  bought  at  hotel. — 
Yours  truly,  Coch-y-Bondhu. 

"  THE  REPUTATION  OF  THE  YORKSHIRE 
COSTA." 

Deak  Sir, — I  have  read  with  interest  and  a  certain 
amount  of  amusement  an  article  on  the  "  Reputa- 
tion of  the  Yorkshire  Costa  "  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  May  9,  signed  "  Harwood  Brierley."  I  say  with 
a  certain  amount  of  amusement,  because  there  are 
several  glaring  inaccuracies  in  it,  which  would  be 
fatal  to  the  reputation  of  any  self-respecting  stream, 
if  they  were  not  so  obviously  inaccurate  to  anyone 
who  knows  the  water  as  well  as  the  wi'iter  of  this 
letter. 

Mr.  Brierley's  article  appears  as  if  it  were  com- 
piled "  from  information  received,"  and  not  to  be 
the  experience  of  one  familiar  with  the  water. 
He  speaks  of  the  Costa  as  being  the  nearest  approach 
to  a  south-country  chalk  stream,  whereas  there  is 
another  Yorkshire  stream  that  I  Icnow  personally — • 
namely,  the  Driffield  stream,  or  Driffield  beck,  as 
it  is  generally  called  up  there — which  is  a  pure 
chalk  stream,  clearer  if  anything,  and  more  like  a 
miniature  Test  or  Itchen  than  Costa,  besides  being 
quite  as  difficult  to  fish  successfully  as  either  of  those 
Hampshire  waters. 

Then  he  speaks  of  15,000  to  20,000  yearlings 
having  been  turned  in  annually  for  some  years  past. 
I  can  state  definitely  that  this  is  not  the  case  as 
regards  the  Costa  ;  the  Pickering  Angling  Asso- 
ciation may  have  done  so  in  Pickering  beck,  but 
that  is  "  a  horse  of  another  colour,"  as  Pickering 
beck  does  not  join  Costa  until  three  or  four  miles 
from  the  sovirce  of  the  latter,  and  it  is  in  the  first 
mile  or  so  of  the  Costa  that  trout  are  to  be  found  in 
the  greatest  plenty.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Costa  Anglers'  Club  put  in  two-year-olds,  but  not 
,  yearlings. 

He  then  alludes  to  the  weight  of  the  trout,  but 
does  not  give  the  whole  truth  by  a  long  way.  If  he 
will  take  the  trouble  to  refer  to  a  letter  of  mine  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  7,  1907,  he  will  see  that 
in  1904  I  had  six  fish  over  2lb.  and  one  over  41b., 
and  another  of  41b.  in  1906. 

He  states  the  general  rvm  of  grayling  to  be  three 
to  the  pound.  If  this  is  intended  to  be  applied  to 
all  the  grayling  in  the  water,  big  and  small,  it  is 
probably  an  over-statement  ;  but  if  to  those  that 
.are  retained  by  the  angler  it  is  a  "  terminological 
inexactitude  "  in  the  other  direction.  I  have 
before  me  as  I  write  the  report  of  the  Costa  Anglers' 
Club,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  the  average  weight 
of  grayling  retained  during  last  season  (April  16, 
1907,  to  Feb.  29,  1908)  was  15oz. ;  and  the  length 
limit  is  llin.,  not  lOin.,  as  Mr.  B.  says. 

In  giving  so-called  records,  it  should  always  be 
stated  whether  the  fish  were  caught  with  fly  or  other 
bait.  Your  correspondent  quotes  a  Mr.  Shroeder 
(should  it  not  be  "  Schroeder  ")  of  York  as  holding 
it,  by  having  taken  (he  does  not  give  the  date) 
thirty-three  fish  weighing  221b. — that  is  to  say, 
an  ^-erage  of  about  lO^oz.  per  fish.  (This  statement 
appears  to  be  taken  verbatim  from  "  Brown  Owl's  " 
letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  Sept.  21,  1901.  Are 
"  H.  B."  and  "  Brown  Owl  "  the  same  ?)  I  think 
these: were^caught  either  with  worm  or  gentle,  but  the 
headkeep3r  would  know.  If  Mr.  Brierley  will  refer 
to  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Oct.  5,  1901,  he  will  see 
there  recorded  a  catch  of  twenty-eight  grayling 
which  scaled  241b.  2oz.,  or  nearly  14oz.  each.  So 
that,  although  the  individual  number  was  less,  yet 
the  aggregate  weight_,and  the  average  per  head  were 
a  good  deal  larger.  These,  too,  were  all  caught  on 
the  fly,  but  no  record  is  claimed,  as  it  is  quite  im- 
possible to  say  what  other  men  may  have  done. 

After  leaving  Keld  Head  the  Costa  runs  nearly 
duo  S.'W.,  until  at  the  hut  shelter,  a  mile  or  so 
down  stream,  it  turns  S.S.E.,  and  trends  in  this 
direction  until  the  southern  boundary  of  Kirby 
Misperton  parish  is  reached  ;  then  it  runs  S.  to 
Sleightholme  Farm,  and  lastly  due  E.  to  the  Rye. 

It  is  not  Kirby  Miaperton.  that  ia  responsible  for 


the  sewage  pollution.  There  is  no  sewage  system, 
properly  so  called,  at  Kii-by  ;  Pickering  is  the 
offender  in  this  respect,  and  if  it  was  merely  natural 
sewage  the  fish  would  ilirive  on  it  ;  but  it  is  the 
chemicals  used  to  deodorise  the  drains  on  the  Keld 
Head  side  of  the  town  and  the  soapsuds,  etc.,  that 
do  the  mischief.  If  you  go  and  inspect  the  sewage 
tanks  at  Keld  Head  during  a  spell  of  fine  weather, 
and  this  is  what  the  county  authorities  have  gener- 
ally done,  you  will  see  a  clear  effluent  running  off  over 
a  black,  slimy,  quiescent  precipitate  ;  but  go  again 
after  a  heavy  rainstorm,  when  the  tanks  will  over- 
flow with  a  thick,  filthy,  inky  soup,  which  dis- 
charges its  chemical  and  poisonous  liquid  into  the 
Costa,  and  causes  the  death  of  a  certain  number  of 
fine  trout  and  grayling,  and,  in  additon,  renders 
the  water  dangerous  for  the  farmers  bfelow,  all  of 
whom,  as  a  rule,  procure  their  drinking  water  from 
this  stream.  There  is  plenty  of  sewage,  no  doubt, 
that  comes  down  Pickering  beck  from  the  east  side 
of  Pickering  ;  but  as  this  beck  does  not  join  Costa 
till  below  Lendales  Farm — namely,  four  miles  or  so 
from  Keld  Head — such  sewage  caimot  affect  the 
upper  Costa  at  all. 

There  are  only  two  watermills  on  Costa,  and 
both  of  them  within  three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  its 
source.  As  to  bridges,  if  by  an  available  bridge 
Mr.  B.  means  available  for  wheeled  traffic,  he  is 
correct  ;  but  there  are  several  planks  across  the 
stream  available  for  anglers  to  cross,  and  at  least 
two  footpath  planks — one  at  Old  Barn  above,  and 
another  opposite  Harding's  Farm  below  Kirby 
Misperton  Bridge. 

The  glass  of  beer,  except  it  be  from  a  friend's 
private  barrel,  exists  only  in  Mr.  B.'s  imagination. 
There  is  no  public-house  in  Kirby.  nor  has  there 
ever  been  one,  as  far  as  I  rem3mber,  some  sixteen 
years ;  the  nearest  "  pub."  is  the  Beansheaf, 
which  stands  on  tile  Pickering-Malton  road,  and  is 
a  good  mile  tramp  from  the  nearest  point  on  the 
water  ;  so  I  advise  anglers  to  bring  their  own 
liquor  when  fishing  the  Costa. 

One  more  criticism  and  I  have  done  :  The  20ft. 
rod  mentioned  applies,  of  course,  to  downstream 
bait-fishing.  I  should  muchilike  to  see  anyone  attempt 
to  fish  fly  either  up  or  down  stream  with  a  20ft.  rod  ! 
I  possess  four  of  Bernard's  make — 9ft.,  9Jft.,  10ft., 
lO^ft.  respectively — and  can  cover  every  inch  of 
fishable  water  with  any  of  them  quite  comfortably, 
but  I  take  it  that  Mr.  B.  is  "  torking  sarcastic-like." 

These  corrections  and  remarks  are  written  in  an 
entirely  friendly  spirit,  and  solely  with  the  intention 
that  those  who  fish  the  stream  for  the  first  time 
should  not  be  misled  by  carelessly-written  state- 
ments. I  have  the  more  excuse  for  writing  at  this 
length  as,  with  the  exception  of  the  keepers,  I 
probably  know  and  have  studied  the  Costa,  from 
its  origin  to  the  end  of  the  club  water,  more  than 
anyone  during  the  years  I  have  fished  it  ;  and  this 
letter  is  based  on  facts  personally  observed,  and  not 
on  theory  or  hearsay. 

There  are  heaps  of  sizeable  fish  in  the  stream, 
though  they  are  not  "  everybody's  money,"  and  a 
man  who  with  a  fly  can  kill  the  limit  (seven  brace), 
taking  one  day  with  another,  can  catch  fish  any- 
where.— Yours  truly,  T.  Sanctuary. 

28,  Caversham-road,  N.W. 

TROUT-FISHING    WANTED    IN  SCOTLAND 
OR  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  Percy  Renshaw,  I  beg 
to  inform  him  that  he  can  get  good  fishing  at 
Strabane.  We  have  three  rivers  at  our  disposal, 
and  Strabane  is  situated  at  the  mouth  of  two  and 
the  top  of  the  other.  The  rivers  are  Foyle,  Mourne, 
and  Finn.  In  the  Mourne,  starting  from  Strabane, 
the  fishing  is  free  for  nearly  seven  m':les  up  ;  in  the 
Finn  it  is  free  sixteen  miles  up,  and  the  Foyle  is 
free  all  over,  but  can  only  be  fished  for  about  four 
miles  down.  The  fishing  consists  of  pike,  salmon, 
brown  trout  and  sea-trout,  and  the  rivers  can  be 
fished  from  the  bank,  except  in  a  fe«f  cases  waders 
mast  be  used. 

By  making  Strabane  his  headquarters,  one  is 
within  reach  of  handy  little  burns,  such  as  Burn- 
dennet,  Douglas  Burn,|Cavanlee  Burn,  etc.,  which 
are  thickly  laden  with  rainbow  trout  of  p^'etty  big 
dimsnsions. 

Again,  Strabane  is  within  easy  reach  of  the 
Newtonstewart  fishing  ground,  where,  I  believe, 
paople  pay  23.  6d.  per  day  ;  but  I  can  assure  Mr. 
Renshaw  that  if  hs^decides  to  com3  here  ha  will  get 
good  fishing. 

I  hopa  I  have  given  Mr.  Ranshaw  soma  informa- 
tion, and  if  he  would  like  to  correspond  with  ma 
direct,  I  could  give  him  further  informxtion. — - 
Yours  truly,  ^  E.  Gallagher  (jun.). 

Strabane. 


ing  of  prizes  given  by  our  society.  The  case  ia  this  : 
The  secretary  and  his  wife  offered  a  prize  each 
for  competitions  as  follows  : — "  Best  one-day's 
catch  during  season  taken  by  a  single  member  : 
Prize,  a  landing-net  and  handle,"  presented  by  the 
lady.  "  Best  one-day's  catch,  etc.,  by  married 
member  :  Prize,  a  sofa  cushion,"  presented  by  the 
secretary. 

I  consider  I  am  entitled  to  the  landing-net,  etc., 
for  a  single-member's  take  of  bream,  but  another 
member  who  has  been  a  widower  for  soma  years, 
and  has  a  grown-up  family,  considers  he  has  a 
right  to  the  prize,  as  he  wants  to  maintain  that, 
having  no  wife,  makes  him  a  single  mamber. — Youra 
trvdy,      A  Reader  of  the  "  Fishing  Gazette." 

[It  seems  to  me  it  would  be  deuced  hard  lines  not 
to  let  the  widower  compote  for  a  singlo-mombor 
prize.  It  is  clear  he  has  no  chance  of  winning  tho 
cushion  unless  he  marries  in  time.  If  the  lady  who 
offered  tho  prize  for  single  members  meant  to  bar 
widowers  she  ought  to  have  said  so.  The  "  sober 
singleness  of  widowhood  "  should  not  be  flouted. — 
Ed.] 

PERCH  SPAWN. 

Dear  Sir, — It  may  interest  your  correspondent 
to  read  the  following  :— 

My  brother  and  I  kept  an  aquarium  (fresh-water) 
for  fourteen  years.  We  kept  roach,  chub,  bream, 
tench,  bleak,  loach,  minnows,  goldfish,  and  perch. 
Threa  times  we  have  had  perch  spawn,  and  twice 
we  had  the  good  fortime  to  hatch  the  spawn.  We 
kept  the  young  alive  by  hanging  pieces  of  meat 
(cooked)  in  the  water  ;  of  course  it  must  not  be  left 
in  too  long.  The  appearance  of  the  spawn  is  very 
much  like  a  piece  of  crochet-work,  3in.  or  4in.  wide, 
and  from  3ft.  to  4ft.  in  length.    The  eggs  are  a 


WANTS  TO  BAR  WIDOWERS! 
Dear  Sir, — I  must  apologise  for  troubling  you, 
but  I  should  like  your  opinion  on  a  little  matter 
that  has  cropped  up  in  connection  with  the  award- 


CP 

slight  opaque  colour  —that  is,  the  live  eggs  ;  dead  eggs 
turn  wtiite.  In  three  days  the  young  fish  can  be 
seen  turning  in  the  eggs,  and  thay  hatch  out  in 
about  eight  to  ten  days.  f-^ 

Perch  spawn  is  very  different  from  that  of  frogs. 
The  eggs  of  perch  spawn  are  not  more  than 
Jin.  in  diameter,  and  have  no  dark  spot  in  them, 
as  frogs'  spawn  has.  I  give  a  rough  sketch  of  a 
piece  of  perch  spawn. — Yours  truly,      H.  Rolls. 

Bedford. 

[Much  obliged  to  Mr.  Rolls  for  his  interesting  note. 
Did  he  manage  to  rear  the  parch  fry  ? — Ed.]      _  ^ 


FISHENG  NEAR  DROIT WICH. 
Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "  Mallard,"  I  'think 
L.  and  N.W.  Railway, iiid  Holyhead,  Crewe,  Stafford, 
to  Birmingham,  New-streat,  will  be  most  suitable  ; 
change  here  on  to  the  Midland.  New-street  Station 
also,  and  get  through  train  to  Droitwich — ^about  one 
hour.  Hotels  :  I  can  recommand  the  Park  Hotel, 
nicely  situated  in  its  own  ground,  charge  either  8.5. 
or  8s.  6d.  per  diem.  Lodgings  I  have  no  experienca 
of,  but  there  is  no  diifiaulty  about  obtaining  them 
if  preferred.  Tha  "  Park  "  is  two  minutes'  walk 
from  the  nearest  baths,  both  swim:ning  a.id  private ; 
charge  for  formar.  Is. ;  latter,  2j.  Od.  first-class,  ls.6d. 
or  2s.  second-class  ;  a  reduction  mide'  if  ono  dozen 
tickets  are  purchased  at  a  tima.  Doctors  :  Tnere 
are  several  who  give  spacial  attention  to  rheuraitism, 
etc.,  and  , it  might  be  as  well  for  "Millard"  to 
consult  one  of  them  if  his  case  is  at  all  sarioas,  as 
the  hot  bath.5  are  apt  to  weakan  ona  very  con- 
siderably, and  it  is  as  well  to  get  advica  as  to  the 
temparature  of  water  bast  for  his  casa  and  mjst 
suitable Jto  his  condition  of  heart,  etc.  A  tonic  is 
generally  necessary  for  patients  who  have  to  take 
a  long  course  of  the  hot  baths.  Two  to  three  waakj, 
I  think,  would  be  about  tha  necessary  pariod  for 
"  Mallard  "  to  remain  under  treatmant.  In  my  own 
case,  I  derived  considarable  benefit  in  ten  days. 
I  could  'hot,  however,  stop  longer  iat  that  tima, 
but  I  returned  for  two  week-ends  later  on  to  com- 
plete the  cure.  jTlie  Park  Hotel  is  about  ten  minutes' 
walk  from  the  station,  but  there  is  no  difficulty 
about  getting  a  conveyanca.  The  Raven  Hotel  'bus 
maets  moat  of  tha  trains.  The  Raven  is  under  the 
sama  minagem)nt  as  Park,  but  hotel  is  in  cantre 
of  town  ,and  slightly  more  expansive.  Tha  Park 
has  a  small  lake  stockad  with  trout  ;  a  small  charge, 
I  balieve,  is  made  for  fishing,  bat  I  fancy  raiabow4 
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are  tlie  only  fish  in  it.  I  think,  however,  they  are 
out  of  condition  at  present,  and  that  the  season  for 
them  starts  in  August,  but  on  this  I  am  not  quite 
sure  Tlio  country  round  Droitvvicli  is  very  pretty 
roads  are  good  for  cycHng  and  motoring;  any 
number  of  particularly  fine  half-timbered  manor 
houses  in  the  vicinity.  Fishing  :  The  Salwarpe 
(small  nver)  runs  through  Droitvvich,  but  I  think 
only  coarse  fish  here.  Years  ago  I  used  to  fish 
above  at  Stoke  Prior,  and  there  were  then  good 
trout  to  be  had.  Tickets  to  bo  had  at  the  inn— 
about  three  miles  aw  y.  T  have  not  been  there 
however,  for  twelve  to  fifteen  years,  so  am  not 
certain  what  conditions  now  are.  Below  Droitwich 
the  nver  nms  through  several  private  estates,  and 
J<  A?  "ill"'*®  P'5''""SS'on  to  fish  may  be  obtained 

Mallard"  is  within  fifteen  miles  of  the  Severn 
Bewdley  town  best  for  trout  ;  fish  up  the  river  to 
Arley  and  abo\e,  very  beautiful  country.  The 
fishing  IS  not  good,  but  if  "  Mallard  "  arrives  at 
May  Fly  time  -about  first  week  in  Jime— he  may 
have  some  fair  sport.  The  trout  are  large,  and  this 
IS  about  the  only  time  tliey  will  rise  to  the  fly. 

1  J^'*"™®  Tenbury  or  Ludlow  has  good  trout, 
and  better  grayling  about  twenty  or  thirty  miles 
from  Droitwich,  mostly  preserved.  Permits  at 
one  of  the  hotels  at  Tenbm-y,  good  at  May  Fly  time 
Severn  fishery  licence  required  for  either  river, 
cost  2s.  or  2s.  fid.,  same  licence  does  for  either  river" 
Fishing  on  Severn  free  above  Bewdley,  with  the 
exception  of  a  field  or  two.  Waders  are  very  helpful, 
but  both  rivers  are  very  dangerous. — Yours  truly, 

W.  H.  Pratt.' 

(   

f  TROUT  PROTECTION. 

Deab  Sir, — I  liave  not  read  a  more  interesting 
article  in  your  paper  for  a  long  time  than  that  by 
Mr.  A.  Slogan,  in  j^our  issue  of  May  2  (not  even  about 
'  Inky  Boy  "),  which  hits  the  nail  on  the  head 
and    concerns    all    trout   fishers.    From   my  ex 
perience  of  thirty  years  I  have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  to  keep  a  reasonable  head  of  fish  and 
U)  provide  sport  you  must  first  protect  the  young. 
This  important  factor  does  not  get  the  consideration 
It  ought  to,  which  is  the  cause  of  many  of  our  rivers 
not  holding  decent-size  fish.    Further,  each  river 
should  have  its  own  limit  time,  and  charge  pro- 
portionately ;   but  no  worm-fishing  before  May  I, 
and  better  when  it  can  be  done  without,  otherwise 
July  and  August  only.    It  is  the  worm  fishing,  too, 
which  ruins  our  sport,  perhaps  more  than  poaching 
and  the  taking  of  Gin.  and  7in.  trout,  and  even  less. 
No  doubt  you  will  know  that  in  worming  many  small 
fry  are  caught,  and  to  extract  the  hook  you  kill  the 
yoimgster — and  what  happens  ?    Weil,  it  goes  into 
the  pocket,  not  the  basket,  instead  of  carefully 
extracting  the  hook  and  returning  to  the  river. 
It  is  the  selfish  rapacity  of  the  many  to  the  detri- 
ment of  tlie  few,  and  not  in  the  reverse  sense,  wliich 
Mr.  Slogan  cjuotes.  ' 

Regarding  minnow  fishing,  I  admit  this  is  a 
fascinating  art  in  angling,  but  should  only  allow  it 
for  one  or  two  months  during  the  summer,  and 
worm  fishing  also.  But  we  must  make  a  sacrifice 
and  stick  to  the  art  above  all  arts  of  fly-fishing 
Trout-fishing  is  too  cheap  to  be  good,  as  the  fisli 
don't  get  time  to  grow  big  enough  for  the  army  of 
would-be  anglers. 

I  should  say  for  wet-fly  river  fishers  that  the 
charge  should  not  be  less  than  5s.  for  the  season 
and  5s.  per  week  for  visitors,  and  the  limit  not 
less  than  7in.  on  all  rivers. 

I  hope,  Sir,  that  you  will  give  this  matter  your 
serious  consideration  and  support.  May  I  suggest 
when  a  lot  of  anglers  will  be  present  at  the  Franco- 
British  Exhibition  that  you  then  call  a  meeting  ' 
—Yours  truly.  Sojourner. 

[There  is  a  great  deal  of  sound  sense  in  what 
"  Sojourner  "  says.  If  there  is  any  general  desire 
to  have  a  meeting  of  anglers  to  discuss  such  questions 
as  he  refers  to  when  anglers  are  up  for  the  Tourna- 
ment (which  is  to  be  on  Thursday,  July  9,  and 
Friday,  July  10,  at  Shepherd's  Bush),  I  shall  be 
glad  to  try  to  arrange  for  such  a  meeting  ;  but 
it  seems  to  me  that  such  questions  are  much  better 
settled  locally,  where  all  the  local  conditions  are 
known. — Ed.] 


Voice  from  the  guard  tent :  "  Don't  arevfv  Bill 
shoot  the  blighter  "  "^gyiy. 

Snap-shooting  at  rising  sea-trout  is  not  easy 
and  I  hope  your  readers  will  not  hold  up  their 
hands  in  horror.  It  is  certainly  more  sporting  than 
netting  them,  and,  as  far  as  I  know,  six  brace  is  a 
record. 

Size  of  shot,  No.  6,  and  a  sea-dog  with  a  boat  to 
do  the  retrieving. — Yours  truly. 

Brack  More. 
GAFF  AND  NET  CARRIER. 
Dear  Sir,— Some  time  ago  I  sent  you  a  sketch 
ot  a  gaft  and  net  carrier.  It  was  chiefly  intended 
tor  the  long-handled  net  we  use  in  the  North  to 
assist  us  in  wading  our  rough  and  rapid  streams 
\ou  published  this  sketch,  with  a  note  doubting 
the  reliability  of  the  safety-pin.  More  extended 
use  ot  the  device  fully  justified  your  criticism,  and 
1  also  found  a  tendency  to  "  kink  "  and  twist  the 
pin  from  its  hold  unless  the  net  were  resecured  on 
the  same  "  turn  "  as  it  had  been  dropped  I  am 
sending  you  the  form  I  now  use,  and  I  think  you 
will  find  It  IS  not  open  to  the  prior  objections 

1  have  a  loop  worked  in  button-hole  stitch  under 
the  left  cuff  of  my  fishing  jacket,  but  if  the  pin  is 
hooked  through  a  button-hole  or  the  arm-hole  of 
the  vest,  so  that  the  pressure  comes  on  to  the 
inside  of  the  double  wire,  I  think  you  will  find  the 


SALMON-FISHING  IN  THE  SEA. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  Millbrook's  "  query  of 
May  2,  I  do  not  think  he  will  find  fishing  for  salmon 
in  the  sea  any  good  except  with  a  net.  I  have 
known  of  sea-trout  giving  excellent  sport  with 
flies  (casting  from  the  shore),  and  trolling  with  the 
phantom  minnow  a:nd  white  natural  sand-eel. 

In  some  places  they  will  not  look  at  anything, 
and  if  your  correspondent  does  not  meet  with' 
success  after  giving  the  above  a  trial,  I  would 
suggest  that  he  follows  the  advice  given  to  a  sentry 
during  the  late  South  African  War.  The  said 
sentry  having  challenged  and  asked  for  the  counter- 
sign, received  reply,  "  I  do  not  know  the  counter- 
sign, but  I  aim  on  Lord  Roberts'  staff." 


TWEED  SALMON  KELTS. 
Dear  Sir, — I  notice  that  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  con- 
siders well-mended  kelts  dear  at  2d.  to  4d.  per  lb. 
Without  obtruding  my  own  opinion  on  that  point^ 
i  believe  the  following  facts  may  be  of  interest  to 
some  of  your  readers. 

LTnspawned  fish  are  sold  at  much  the  same  price 
here,  3d.  per  pound  being  an  ordinary  charge 
during  the  autumn  run,  or,  indeed,  at  any  time 
when  they  are  fairly  plentiful.  Needless  to  say, 
the  roe  is  not  included  at  that  price. 

I  never  eat  kelts  myself,  but  I  am  told  by  those 
*  well-mended  kelt  is  quite  as  good  as 
a  "  full  "  fish.  Judging  by  the  external  appearance 
one  can  readily  believe  this.  Manv  of  the  kelts  are 
really  handsome  fish,  gaining  weiglit  considerably 
while  still  in  fresh  water. — Yours  truly, 

A.  N.  Wilson. 
[These  cheap  Tweed  fish  are  all,  or  nearly  all, 
poached,    hence   the    "  clearing-out   price."  The 
mended  kelts  are  often  very  silvery,  but  I  do  not 
think  they  ever  gain  weight. — Ed.] 

WHERE  TO   OBTAIN  DOCK  GRUB. 
Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  W.  K.  Broughton,  I 
beg  to  state  that  we  supply  large  quantities  of 
"  Dock  Grub,"  but  require  one  day's  notice.  The 
price  is  Is.  per  dozen,  carriage  paid. — Yours  truly, 
10  and  12,  Hanover-street,        R.  Tubnbull. 
Edinburgh. 


garment  will  tear  before  the  pin,  will  come  unfastened. 
As  this  form  of  net-carrier  seems  to  be  coming 
into  favour,  I  thought  perhaps  you  might  think 
my  improved  device  worth  publishing  for  the  benefit 
of  fellow-anglers.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  can 
claim  to  be  the  inventor,  but  I  believe  it  to  be 
original,  and  so  far  as  I  am  concerned  my  fellow- 
anglers  are  quite  welcome  to  the  design,  if  there  is 
any  merit  in  it.  , 

Pennell  Registered  Minnow. — Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy 
writes  in  your  issue  of  May  9  as  if  he  did  not  know 
that  twelve  or  fifteen  years  ago  Mr.  Pennell  in 
your  columns  abandoned  his  claim  to  the  "  slot- 
less  Devon  "  as  a  proprietary  design,  but  I  have 
no  recollection  of  any  claim  being  advanced  in  that 
correspondence  that  the  slotless  form  was  the 
original  or  one  of  the  original  forms  of  the  Devon  — 
Yours  truly,  j  g  g 

[The  illustration  shows  the  improved  safety-pin 
hook  ;  it  is  evidently  far  less  likely  to  give  way 
than  the  one  "  J.  E.  B."  first  sent  in,  I  think,  April, 
1906.  I  gave  an  illustrated  notice  of  Mr.  J.  Dixon 
Patchett's  method  of  securing  the  ring  for  holding 
the  gaff  or  not,  which  is  the  most  secure  of  all, 
as  a  short  screw  goes  through  the  material  of  your 
coat,  and  you  secure  it  by  a  screw-nut  on  the  other 
side.  Dr.  Heintz's  ring  is  secured  by  a  strong 
spnng-clip,  which  nips  the  material  in  its  jaws. 
Personally,  I  find  cord  loops  at  each  corner  of  the 
back  of  my  fishing  basket  or  frail  a  very  convenient 
way  of  carrying  my  net. — Ed.] 

GOOD  TROUT-FISHING  AND  GOLF  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir,— In  answer  to  "  C.  G.  F.'s  "  inquiry 
re  trout-fishing  and  golf.  Prince  Hall,  near  Prince- 
town,  Dartmoor,  fishing  in  the  Dart  and  tributaries 
lOs.  season.  Duchy  trespass  ticket,  2s.  6d.  New 
golf  links  (nine  holes) ;  been  coming  here  for  years  - 
Yours  truly  Qeo.  Dobson. 


A  NOVEL  DISGORGER. 
Dear  Sir, — I  was  witness  to  a  very  singular 
occurrence  whilst  fishing  on  Lough  Melvin  at  Easter 
A  young  officer  of  the  R.A.M.C.  was  trolling  with  a 
small  gudgeon  on  one  side  the  boat,  whilst  I  was 
fishing  fly  on  the  other  and  shallower  side.  Suddenly 
there  was  a  scream  from  the  reel  on  the  troller's  rod 
and  something  tore  off  with  the  line  at  a  great  pace, 
and  presently  came  to  a  standstill.  On  cautiously 
feeling  the  fish  there  did  not  appear  to  be  any 
great  resistance,  and  the  line  was  gradually  reeled 
in  ;  there  was  something  at  the  end,  but  no  grewt 
strain  and  no  play. 

What  ultimately  came  to  the  landing-net  was  a 
portion  of  a  trout  that  would  have  weighed  Jib. 
The  head  was  gone,  and  the  skin  neatly  stripped 
down  to  the  tail  (in  which  the  hooks  were  firmly 
fixed),  showing  a  fine  pink  flesh. 

There  are  no  pike  in  Lough  Melvin,  and  the  size 
of  a  trout  that  would  take  in  one  of  his  brothers 
weighing  |lb.  can  be  left  to  the  individual  imagina- 
tion of  each  reader. 

A  big  lake  trout  had  evidently  got  the  smaller 
one  partly  down  his  gullet,  and  in  closing  on  the 
gudgeon  the  hooks  became  fixed  in  the  tail  of  the 
half-swallowed  fish,  and  feroxXost  his  dinner  and  the 
angler  probably  the  trout  of  a  lifetime. — Yours 
truly.  John  Dory. 

OVAL  DEVON  MINNOWS. 
Dear  Sir, — We  have  been  making  oval  Devon 
minnows  for  ten  or  twelve  years  under  the  name 
of  "  Squash  Devons."  A  gentleman  fishing  here  one 
day  stepped  on  his  minnow  and  somewhat  flattened 
it.  Being  the  only  one  he  had,  he  was  obliged  to  go 
on  using  it,  when,  to  his  astonishment,  he  found 
that  it  spun  much  more  naturally,  and  not  so  dead 
as  a  perfectly  round  one.  We  made  several  and  put 
them  on  the  market,  and  they  took  very  well.  VVe 
also  made  them  solid  cast  for  heavy  water,  and 
as  they  spun  with  a  wobble  they  were  much  more 
efficient.  We  make  them  with  a  slot  for  side 
mountings,  and  also  slotless  for  only  two  triangles 
at  the  tail.  We  send  a  lot  to  Ireland  and  Scotland, 
so  they  must  take  well,  or  we  should  not  get  the' 
repeat  orders.  Several  of  our  best  fishermen  use  no 
others.— Yours  truly,  Hearder  and  Son. 


FISHING  NEAR  BURNLEY. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  C.  Feller,  there  is  no 
stream  fishing  of  the  description  he  requires  near 
Burnley.  The  nearest  is  the  River  Wening  at  Clap- 
ham  (fare,  ,3s.  lOd.,  anglers'  ticket),  under  the 
Lune  Fishery  Board.  Streams  about  Burnley  are 
in  private  hands,"  and  owner  does  not  give  per- 
mssion  to  fish. — Yours  truly, 

F.  Crossley,  Hon.  Sec. 
Burnley  and  District  Angling  Association.  j 

FISHING  AT  ABERAERON  IN  JULY. 
Dear  Sir, — As  a  constant  reader  of  the  Fisliinq 
Gazette,  I  should  feel  greatly  obliged  if  any  of  your 
readers  would  kindly  give  me  some  information  as 
to  the  fishing  to  be  obtained  at  Aberaeron,  Cardigan 
Bay  ;    if   there  is  good  sea-fishing  from  pier,  or 
quay,  and  is  boat-fishing  to  be  had  at  a  small  cost, 
and  what  fi.sh  would  likely  be  met  with  in  the  midille 
of  July  ;    also  is  there  any  trout  and  fresh  water  ' 
fishing,  free  or  otherwse,  and  if  ordinary  float  tackle  ' 
allowed,    and    apartments    inexpensive.  —  Yours 
truly.  H.  C. 

(Several  leitert  are  held  over.) 
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Thb  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Satui-day  and  can  he 
obtained  at  the  Railway  Bookstalls  of  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith 
and  Son  and  Messrs.  Wyman  and  Sons,  and  of  the  principal 
Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and  the 
Pi'ovinces. 

In  Scotland  the  FISHING  GAZETTE  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs. 
Menzies  and  Mr.  R.  Graham's  principal  Bookstalls  and  of 
the  chief  Newsagents.  Where  not  regularly  on  sale,  the 
paper  can  always  be  had  to  order. 

Coi-respondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  neces- 
sarily as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of 
good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will 
be  taken  of  such  communications. 

lo  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not  later  than  Wed- 
nesday evening's  post.  Advertisements  must  arrive  not 
later  than  two  o'clock  on  Wednesdays,  addressed,  "Ad 
vertisement  Manager." 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

For  one  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland  10s.  ed. 

Six  months  ditto        ditto    6s.  4d. 

Three  months        ditto        ditto    2s.  Sd. 

lo  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage   12s.  6d. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page  £7   7  0 

Half  Page         ...       ...       ".'  "]      [[[     3  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page  ...       ...  2   2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 

Small  advertisements  5s.  per  inch  of  single  column  (i  cols,  to 
page). 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manager. 

Telegraphic  Address—"  FISHmo 
GAZETTE,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  5242  Holbom. 
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On  and  after  Monday,  June  1,  1908, 

The  EDITORIAL,  ADVERTISEMENT,  and 
PUBLISHING  OFFICES 

of  the 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

will  be  at 

19,  ADAM  STREET,  ADELPHI, 
STRAND,  LONDON,  W.C., 

where  all  letters  and  other  communications  must 
be  sent. 


SATUEDAT,  MAT  23,  1908. 

OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


The  Franco-British  Exhibition. 

All  who  like  international  exhibitions  will  be 
fascinated    by   Mr.   Im.e    Kiralfy's  well-named 

White  City  at  Shepherd's  Bush.  I  have  seen 
the  best  English  and  French  affairs  of  the  kind, 
but  this  far  surpasses  anything  one  has  seen  or 
read  of.  Its  only  mistake  is  that  Mr.  Kiralfy  has 
forgotten  that  while  art  is  long  life  is  short,  and 
tew  will  have  time  to  do  justice  to  thirty  miles 
of  e-xhibits— interior  and  exterior.  It  will  be  a 
week  or  two  before  the  display  is  really  ready 
for  inspection.  In  five  days  over  a  million  people 
have  visited  it  I  ^ 
The  Stadium. 

The  Stadium  is  ready,  and  Lord  Desborough 
and  all  concerned  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the 
complete  realisation  of  their  great  idea.  Never 
m  the  history  of  the  world  has  such  a  race- 
course for  foot-racing  been  seen  —  cycling  in 
which  the  legs  are  used  as  the  motive  power,  is 
only  a  form  of  foot-racing  on  wheels.  The  great 
swimming  pool  ("  tank  "  is  a  mean  word  for  it) 
IS  failed  with  water,  and  on  Saturday  a  young 


Swedish  lady  gave  such  an  exhibition  of  high 
diving  as  would  be  hard  to  match.  In  its  simple 
beauty  and  gi-andeur  the  Stadium  itself  is  well 
worth  a  day's  journey  to  see,  even  when  empty. 
What  it  will  be  like  when  filled  with  spectators 
of  the  Olympic  Games  it  is  difficult  to  say.  It  is 
a  perfect  place  for  our  Fly  and  Bait  Casting 
Tournament.  There  will  be  a  stage  across  the 
middle  of  the  swimming  bath,  which  is  over  100 
yards  long,  for  the  fly  casting,  and  the  bait  casting 
will  be  on  the  grass.  I  only  wish  we  could  have 
the  two  styles  on  separate  days,  as  those  of  us  who 
wish  to  see  both  are  always  disappointed,  but  there 
is  no  time  for  that. 

The  Tournament  Eules,  etc. 
The  suggestions  which  have  been  received  have 
all  been  sent  in  a  very  kindly  spirit,  and  I  can 
assure  all  who  have  sent  them  that  the  com- 
mittee are  giving  them  very  careful  consideration, 
and  they  will  probably  next  week  be  able  to 
announce  what  shape  the  rules  will  finally  take. 
It  is  possible  that  one  or  two  competitions  may 
have  to  be  abandoned,  as  time  is  even  more  limited 
than  at  the  Crystal  Palace  Tournament.  The  last 
of  the  competitions  for  each  day  (Thursday, 
July  9,  and  Friday,  July  10)  must  be  finished  by 
6  p.m.,  as  the  Stadium  has  to  be  got  ready  for  a 
great  exhibition  of  fireworks. 


Fishing  Tackle  Exhibits. 
In  a  flying  visit  the  other  day  I  was  only  able 
to  see  that  Messrs.  Hardy  have  a  fine  stall  near 
the  main  entrance,  and  also  a  show  most  convenient 
to  the  Great  Stadium,  and  that  Messrs.  Charles 
Farlow  and  Co.  have  also  got  a  very  attractive 
stall  close  to  the  main  entrance.  I  was  very  glad 
to  see  them  represented,  as  I  do  not  remember 
them  at  any  exhibition  since  18S3,  when  Mr. 
Charles  Farlow  himself  was  present.  Now  the 
firm  is  represented  by  that  good  angler  and  fly- 
maker,  Mr.  George  Hoyle. 

Wire  Eyes  for  Eyeless  Hooks. 

Having  recently  purchased  a  lot  of  the  grand  fly 
hooks  made  by  Phillips  of  Dublin  fifty  years  ago, 
m  all  sizes  from  00  up  to  salmon  hooks,  I  was 
lamenting  that  the  smaller  sizes  had  not  metal 
eyes,  when  Mr.  Oliver  Procter  sent  me  an  old  fly 
hook  with  some  peacock  harl  still  left  on  the  body 
and  with  a  metal  eye.  He  said  it-  was  probably 
nearly  a  hundred  years  old.    On  cutting  away  the 


A 


.4 -Ordinary  blni,!  h.M.k.  B-Wire  bent  to  form  eye.  C-A\'ii-e 
eye  whipped  to  sliauk.  Eyed  books  have  been  made  in  this  way 
tor  over  211(1  years.  The  material  for  the  eye  was  "-eiierallv 
linstle,  »  ith  the  emls  ljurued  to  make  a  safer  fasteningrbut  also 
ot  wire  twisted  to  form  a  loop.  I  siissest  tlic  form  <,f  eye  shOKU 
in  i  wit  ,  the  wire  ends  not  twisted,  but  with  just  the  smallest 
possible  turn  at  the  end  If  the  waxed  tyins  silk  is  run  two  or 
three  imes  round  the  shank  of  the  hook,  and  the  wire  eye  then 
aid  along  the  shank  and  securely  whipped  on,  the  two  little 
hook  ends  will  give  a  veiy  secure  hold.— R.  B.  M. 

whipping  of  the  old  fly  body  I  found  that  the  metal 
eye  was  simply  a  bit  of  fine,  hard  brass  or  German 
silver  wire  bent  into  the  shape  of  an  upturned 
modern  metal  eye,  and  whipped  on  to  the 
shank  of  the  hook.  The  wire  was  twisted  before 
being  whipped  on,  but  I  do  not  think  this 
is  necessary,  as  a  neater  whipping  can  be  made  if 
you  have  one  end  of  the  wire  shorter  than  the  other 
and  give  the  ends  of  the  wire  the  smallest  possible 
turn  up.  If  the  waxed  tying  silk  is  run  in  a  few 
wide  turns  along  the  naked  shank  of  the  hook— 
from  nearly  opposite  the  point  to  the  shank  end— 
and  the  wire  loop  then  laid  along  the  underside 
of  the  shank  and  whipped  to  it  firmly  from  the 
eye  back  to  nearly  opposite  the  point,'  there  will 
be  no  fear  of  the  wire  drawing  out,  as  the  very 
slight  hooked  ends  also  anchor  it  firmly.    Wire  is 


I  more  difficult  to  secure  than  gut,  as  anyone  knows 
who  uses  doubles  or  triangles  made  up  of  single 
hooks  whipped  together.    The  bare  metal  of  the 
wire  should  never  be  whipped  to  the  bare  metal  of 
the  shank.    By  adopting  this  old  dodge  I  find  I 
can  put  the  little  metal  eye  to  all  the  first-class 
hooks   of  the  famous  Irish  makers.    The  wire 
takes  little  if  any  more  space  than  the  old  perish- 
able gut,  and  it  makes  a  foundation  on  which  the 
wings  sit  very  firmly.    For  any  flies  above  large 
lake  trout  size  I  think  I  prefer  the  old  perishable 
twisted  gut  loop— original  sin  on  my  part  no  doubt, 
and  if  I  live  long  enough  I  shall  get  over  what  I 
feel  is  simply  prejudice. 

The  Spring:  Salmon  Fishing-  on  the  Boyne. 

It  is  such  a  pleasant  testimony  to  the  value  of 
angling  that  I  asked  Sir  Francis  Ley,  Bart.,  to 
allow  me  to  print  the  following  letter  which  refers 
to  his  fishing  this  spring  on  the  Boyne  :— 

'Dear  Mr.  Marston,— I  finished  my  spring 
fishing  on  April  30,  finished  up  badly  after  an 
excellent  start,  due  entirely  to  the  horrible  weather 
m  April— frost,  snow,  keen  bitter  N.E.  winds,  etc. ; 
instead  of  getting  about  sixty  to  eighty  fish  that 
month  1  only  got  about  thirty,  but  seeing  how 
wretchedly  other  fishing  did,  I  must  not  complain. 
From  Feb.  12  to  April  30,  both  days  inclusive,  we 
got  105  fish,  of  these  I  got  forty-three  to  my  own 
rod,  a  very  heavy  average  in  weight,  about  201b 
mcluding  two  of  321b.,  and  many  from  201b.  to 
301b.,  and  seeing  that  I  am  still  without  the  proper 
use  of  my  left  hand,  and  only  able  to  make  easy 
days,  it  is  not  a  bad  record.    My  early  apprentice- 
ship (was  a  keen  angler  in  my  eighth  year)  has 
stood  me  well  in  my  old  age,  and  the  disabilities  I 
suffer  from  do  not  prevent  my  having  a  good  time. 
To  learn  to  be  a  successful  angler  is  indeed  a  bless'- 
ing  when  advancing  years   arrive,  and   we  are 
unable  to  share  in  the  sports  so   dear  in  our 
younger  days.    Many  good  lives  would  have  been 
prolonged  had  they  been  brought  up  ks  anglers, 
and  had  a  healthy  pursuit  to  fall  back  upon  when 
retiring  from  active  work  and  exercise.— Hoping 
you  and  yours  are  quite  well,  with  kindest  regards, 
believe  me  yours  sincerely,         "  Francis  Ley. 

."P-S.— I  smashed  my  hand  rather  badly  at 
cricket  some  years  ago,  and  as  I  neglected  it  at  the 
time,  not  knowing  it  was  a  smash  (thinking  it  was 
a  bad  bruise),  it  never  set  properly,  and  I  lost  the 
use  of  the  nerves  in  the  thumb  and  first  finger, 
and  during  the  past  three  years  have  been  unable 
to  properly  use  the  finger  and  thumb,  which  I  find 
a  great  drawback,  as  I  dislike  being  dependent  on  a 
fisherman  to  make  the  necessary  adjustments  in 
making  Imots,  tying  on  flies,  etc." 


Keeper  who  can  Breed  Trout  and  Rear  Pheasants 
Wants  a  Place, 

Some  time  ago  when  fishing  I  came  across  a 
keeper  who  understands  trout  hatching  and  pheasant 
rearing.  He  writes  to  me  now  to  say  that  he  is 
looking  out  for  a  place.  He  can  give  excellent 
testimonials,  and  from  what  I  saw  of  him  I  should 
have  no  hesitation  in  employing  him  myself  if  I 
wanted  a  river  keeper.  He  is  young  and  married, 
with  two  young  children.  His  address  is  James 
Smedley,  Mapleton,  Ashbourne,  Derbyshire. 

"The  Flag." 
Everybody  will,  I  hope,  buy  "  The  Flag,"  which 
has  just  been  published  at  Is.  net  by  the  Daily 
Mail  for  the  benefit  of  the  Union  Jack  Club — the 
great  club  for  the  men  in  the  rank  and  tile  of  our 
army  and  navy — to  which  the  King  has  given  such 
great  support.  I  say  everybody,  but  of  course  I 
mean  everybody  who  looks  upon  "  The  Flag  "  as 
our  flag.  I  know  the  Fishing  Gazette  is  read 
by  a  great  many  anglers  of  other  nations  who 
naturally  consider  their  flag  is  tltc  flag.  Still,  the 
illustrations  and  contents  of  this  bright  shilling 
volume  are  so  good  that  I  do  not  think  anyone 
will  regret  enlisting  for  it. 


Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Tournament. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Emery,  the  hon.  sec.  to  the  Eleventh 
International  Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Tournament, 
has  submitted  a  series  of  baits  to  be  used  in  the 
competition  to  the  committee,  and  an  illustration 
showing  them  the  exact  size,  as  also  the  float,  will 
appear  in  our  next  issue. 
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Messrs.  Walbran  (Ltd.)  New  Catalogue. 

From  the  excellent  New  Illustrated  Catalogue  of 
Messrs.  Walbran,  Limited,  16,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds,  I  note  the  following  :— 

AValbean's  'Teactical"  Fly  Book. 

This  book  has  been  compiled  by  Mr.  "Walbran, 
and  contains  forty-eight  iJy  pockets,  opposite  which 
are  the  names  and  instructions  as  to  their  use, 
printed  on  real  parchment.  The  author  has  had 
opportunities  seldom  met  with  for  trying  these 
various  patterns  on  most  of  the  chief  trout 
and  grayling  rivers  throughout  England,  and 
therefore  his  varied  experience  must  prove 
of  service  to  fly-fishers  generally.    There  are  also 


WaLBRAN'S   "rRACTICAL."   FlY  BOOK. 


four  parchment  cast  pockets,  two  felt  leaves  for 
loose  flies,  strong  leather  pockets  at  each  end  of 
the  book,  also  slips  for  scissors,  etc.  The  whole 
is  bound  in  best  pigskin,  and  is  made  for  wear. 
Considering  the  price  is  only  12s.  6d.,  it  is  extremely 
moderate,  but  I  should  like  Mr.  Walbran  to  make 
some  form  of  moth  excluder.  I  know  it  does  not 
appeal  to  fly-makers  and  sellers,  as  moths  arc 
their  best  friends,  but  personally  I  have  had 
more  flies  ruined  by  moths  in  these  open  end 
books  than  would  stock  a  good  shop. 

The  "  Walbran  "  Hold -all. 
This  convenient  article  is  intended  for  the  con- 
veyance of  waders,  brogues,  socks,  mackintosh,  etc. 
It   is   perfectly   waterproof   and    made   of  the 
strongest  brown  duck,  bound  with  leather  ;  inside 


The  "Walbran"  Hold-all. 


are  two  pockets  for  fly  book,  reels,  etc.  It  is  a 
very  useful,  sensible  idea,  but  somehow  it  does 
remind  me  so  of  the  curate  in  "  Private  Secretary," 
who  so  often  said  with  a  sigh  :  "I  don't  like 
London." 

The  "  Walbean  "  Brogue. 
A  very  special  article  made  from  canvas  and 
specially  prepared  leather  ;  the  nails  are  clinched 
with  copper  washers  inside  the  soles,  and  covered 


The  "Walbran"  BROfiur,. 


with  leather.  They  both  lace  and  strap; over  the 
flaps,  giving  great  support  to  the  feet  and  ankles 
These  are  strongly  recommended. 
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The  "  Eden  "  Brogue. 
This  is  a  strongly-made  article,  made  entirely  of 
specially-prepared  leather,  soles  well  studded  with 


The  "  Eden  "  Brogue. 

clinched  nails,  sviitable  for  hard  wear  upon  rocky 
rivers  like  the  Eden,  Wharfe,  or  Yore. 

The  "  Walbran  "  Bag. 
A  very  useful  bag,  strongly  made  of  brown 
duck,  with  expanding  pockets,  detachable  water- 


The  "  Walbran  "  Bag, 
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A  Capital  New  Compact  Pocket  Winder  for 
Drying  One's  Reel  Line. 

The  new  pocket  folding  patent  line  drier  being 
all  in  one,  there  are  no  parts  to  lose ;  it  is  fixed 
ready  for  use  in  a  few  seconds  and  as  quickly 
folded  up.  It  contains  a  reel-seat,  so  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  have  to  clamp  it,  or  fishing  reel,  to  a  table, 
chair,  or  butt  of  the  rod,  which  is  perhaps 
not  handy  when  wanted.  The  reel-seat  being 
swivelled  to  the  drier,  it  allows  the  line 
to  be  evenly  distributed  on  the  skeleton  arm.s, 
which  aids  in  the  drying  of  the  line.  The  reel  can 
be  left  attached  to  the  appliance  during  the  pro- 
cess, and  the  whole  hung  on  a  nail  or  put  on  a 
shelf  out  of  the  way  ;  when  the  line  is  dry  the 
drier  has  not  to  be  reclamped  on  to  the  rod  or 
table,  as  with  other  driers,  as  it  is  already  in 
position  to  wind  back  the  line  on  to  the  reel. 

This  handy  line  drier  folds  up  into  the  small 
space  of  4in.  by  5^m.,  and  so  takes  very  little  room 
in  the  pocket  or  fishing  bag.  It  ie  put  on  the 
market  (wholesale  only)  by  Messrs.  S.  AUcock  and 


proof  lining,  and  convenient  for  either  large  or 
small  fish.    In  three  sizes,  12in.  to  18in.  in  length. 

Mr.  Walbran's  list  is  very  practical,  like  himself, 
and  very  well  illustrated  and  complete.  I  hope  to 
refer  to  one  or  two  important  items  later. 

"  Pleasure  and  Problem  in  South  Africa." 

Mr.  Cecil  Harmworth's  new  work,  "  Pleasure 
and  Problem  in  South  Africa,"  which  will  be 
published  by  Mr.  John  Lane  on  May  26,  deals  with 
the  very  important  question  of  the  Indian  invasion 
of  South  Africa. 

Undoubtedly  the  emigration  of  Asiatics  into 
the  temperate  zones  of  the  empire  constitutes  one 
of  the  urgent  imperial  problems  of  our  time.  The 
period  of  time  covered  by  this  narrative  is  from 
the  middle  of  September,  1907,  to  the  end  of  the 
first  week  in  this  year.  The  writer  considers  this 
book  will  not  have  been  written  in  vain  if  it  serves 
to  emphasise  in  any  degree  the  never-failing 
attractions  from  the  tourist's  point  of  view  of  an 
exceedingly  interesting  group  of  British  depend- 
encies. There  are  twenty-four  illustrations,  and 
no  doubt  the  fine  trout-fishing  facilities  now  ofiered 
in  South  Africa  will  be  dealt  with. 


A  Sea-Fishing  Note  from  Brighton— Bass  and 
Bream  Coming  on. 

Mr.  Gillam  writes,  on  May  19,  from  Brighton  . — 
"  Dear  Mr.  Maeston. — Perhaps  you  may  find 
room  in  your  sea-fishing  notes  for  the  following : 
The  first  bass  of  the  season  at  Brighton  was  caught 
this  morning,  ofi'  the  Palace  Pier,  by  Mr.  H. 
Brown,  about  2ilb.  Live  prawn  on  float  tackle 
(wire  trace,  a  piece  that  you  gave  me) .  The  bass 
have  been  taken  at  Newhaven  for  this  last  fort- 
night. Mr.  Howlett  had  ten  last  week-end,  fishing 
from  the  breakwater ;  about  S^lb.  average.  Prawn 
bait.  To-day  I  have  had  a  good  take  of  sea 
bream.  With  a  friend,  in  two  and  a  half  hours' 
fishing  in  Mr.  f  Jordan's  licensed;  motor-boat,  the 
Try,  with  G.  Beeves,  boatman,  we  had  eighteen 
bream,  weighing  over  341b.,  largest  3^1b.,  and  I 
finished  up  with  landing  a  41b.  lobster.  By  the 
way,  how  is  it  that  all  the  bream  caught  are 
females,  or  rather  have  hard  roes  in  them  ?  I  have 
failed  to  hear  of  anyone  who  has  taken  a  soft-roed 
one." 

The  females  won't  give  the  males  a  chance  I 


Mr.  Wadham's  Patent  Collapsible 
Pocket  Line  Drier. 

Co.,  Ltd.,  Redditch,  and  is  a  very  nice  bit  of  work- 
manship in  steel  and  polished  brass.  I  must  tell 
Messrs.  AUcock  one  thing — the  reel-plate  must  be 
half  an  inch  longer,  as  the  one  they  send  me  will 
not  take  the  usual  reel-plate  ;  also  it  ought  to  have 
wider  and  larger  grips  to  hold  the  plate  of  a  salmon 
reel.  With  a  very  little  alteration  it  can  be  made  to 
take  any  reel-plate,  and,  of  course,  that  is  its  object. 

Reappearance  of  Duns  on  Dorchester  Frome, 
and  a  Big  Rise  of  the  Hawthorn  Fly. 

The  Rev.  S.  E.  V.  Filleul  sends  me  this  really 
cheering  letter  about  the  reappearance  of  Duns 
on  the  famous  Dorchester  Club  water — a  fine  bit 
of  water  it  is,  too  : — 

"  Dorchester,  May  19. 

"  Dear  Me.  Marston, — Can  you  identify  the 
enclosed  fly  ?  It  appeared  in  swarms  two  days  ago 
on  part  of  our  club  water,  and  the  fish  took  it 
greedily.  I  have  never  noticed  it  in  any  quantity 
before.  This  year  the  April  fishermen  have  had 
a  pleasant  surprise  in  good  rises  of  duns  of 
various  kinds,  no  matter  how  abominable  the 
weather,  almost  throughout  the  month,  and 
have  commonly  been  taking  their  limit  bag  of  four 
brace  of  trout.  This  is  after  many  years  of  constant 
disappointment  in  April.  In  consequence  the  fish 
have  been  in  capital  condition.  Since  May  came 
in  the  case  has  altered,  and  fly  has  been  scarce. 
The  reappearance  of  the  duns  is  most  satisfactory  ; 
they  have  been  so  scarce  for  some  years  that  the 
question  of  laying  down  carboys  full  of  larvse  was 
seriously  considered,  but  I  am  glad  to  say  aban- 
doned. My  humble  opinion  is  that  in  most  rivers 
water  insects  have  their  turns  and  periods,  just  as 
it  is  with  land  insects,  and  that  costly  attempts  to 
restock  these  creatures  are  most  likely  a  pure 
waste  of  money.  Nature  has  unexpectedly 
restored  in  our  river  at  any  rate  the  lost  duns 
that  we  have  been  so  long  bewailing.  I  wonder  if 
it  is  the  same  in  other  south  country  rivers." 

The  fly  is  the  hawthorn  fly,  which  figures  far 
more  prominently  in  the  old  books  on  artificial 
fly-fishing  than  it  has  of  late  years  on  our  streams. 
Ronalds  gives  starling  as  wing,  but  it  is  too 
opaque  I  for  the  glassy  wing  of  this  fly — the  fine 
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points  of  a  glassy  transparent  blue  or  grizzly 
blue  cock's  hackle,  put  on  flat  like  the  natural 
housefly's  wings,  one  slightly  over  the  other  at 
the  butts  of  the  wings,  with  black  horsehair  body 
and  a  black  cock's  hackle  just  below  the  wings, 
make  the  best  imitation,  I  think. 

Good  News  about  Miss  Davies. 

A  great  many  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
and  other  friends  will  be  pleased  to  hear  Miss 
Davies  (proprietress  of  the  Lake  Vyrnwy  Estate)  is 
making  good  progress  towards  recovery  from  her 
recent  serious  illness,  and  hopes  to  be  about  again 
shortly. 


The  May  Fly. 

We  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  any  of  our 
correspondents  who  will  send  us  any  notification 
of  the  appearance  of  the  May  Fly. 

Lessons  in  Fly-Casting. 

Mr.  Fred  G.  Shaw,  of  11,  Neville  Court,  Abbey- 
road,  N.W.,  asks  me  to  mention  that  on  May  29, 
from  4  to  6  p.m.,  he  is  going  to  open  a  new  coach- 
ing groimd  for  tuition  in  salmon  and  trout  fly- 
casting,  close  to  his  house — the  ground  is  one 
minute  from  Marlborough-road  Station,  N.W.  Mr. 
Shaw  says  he  is  going  "  to  give  an  exhibition  of 
casting,  and  also  coach  any  novice  there,  and  make 
him  a  proficient  fly-caster  in  one  hour's  lesson." 
You  walk  into  Mr.  Shaw's  ground  a  duffer  and  you 
corne  out  in  an  hour  with  a  swelled  head,  but  a 
few  hours'  practice  on  the  trout  will  soon  put  it 
right  again. 

To  Amateur  Salmon  Fly  Makers. 

If  amateur  salmon  fly  makers  who  have  bought 
skins  of  the  tourocou  do  not  require  the  wing 
feathers,  I  shall  be  happy  to  do  an  exchange  for 
salmon  fly  material  which  they  may  require. 

Only  just  Beginning  to  Rise. 

Messrs.  Foster,  of  Ashbourne,  tell  me  that  the 
Dove  trout  are  only  just  beginning  to  rise,  and  that 
so  far  the  season  has  been  the  "  queerest  on 
record."    I  think  that  is  the  general  experience. 

A  New  World's  Record — Trout  Fly  Cast : 
44  yards  2  feet  ! 

Dr.  .James  Watt,  of  San  Francisco,  kindly  sends 
me  the  following  records,  and  says  Mr.  J.  B. 
Kenniff's  cast  of  134  feet  (44  yards  2  feet) 
"  makes  him  the  champion.  Mr.  K.  is  a  marvel 
in  retrieving  his  line." 

The  Saturday  (April  25)  contest  of  the  San 
Francisco  Fly-Casting  Club  at  Stow  Lake  resulted 
as  follows : — 

Apbil.25  Results. 


NAME. 


C.  G.  Young  ... 
J.  B.  Kenniff 

Austin  Sperry... 
P.  A.  Webster...; 
Geo.  C.  Edwardsi 
F.  H.  Reed  ...j 
T.  C.  Kierulff... 
E.  A.  Mocker  ...1 


90 
134 
95 
79 

92 
104 
109 


'  w  2 

98.11 

98.11 

97.4 

97.13 

99.1 

98.5 

98.4 


Event  No.  3, 
Delicacy. 


98.9 

98.10 

97.2 

97.14 

98.13 

98.3 

98.11 

97.10 


98 
100 
94 
96 

98.10 
99.5 
98.10 
98.5 


98.18 
99.20 
95.34 
96.58 
98.46 
98.46 
98.42 
98 


97.7 
97.9 
97.9 
96.1 

86.8 
97.7 
97.6 


It  certainly  does  make  Mr.  Kenniff  the  champion, 
one  foot  over  American  records,  and  beats  ours 
by  over  ten  yards  (at  our  Crystal  Palace 
Tournament  the  record  was  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy's 
34  yards).  At  the  Chicago  Tournament  next  day 
Mr.  H.  C.  Golcher  cast  121  feet  (that  is,  40  yards 
1  foot). 

I  was  just  saying  to  myself  what  a  pity  it  is  the 
American  reports  so  often  leave  out  the  length 
and  weight  of  rods,  when  I  foimd  another  letter 
from  San  Francisco  giving  the  very  information 
I  wanted,  and  from  the  champion  himself.  He 
says  : — 

"  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  U.S.A., 
"  April  24,  1908. 
"  To  the  Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  London,  England. 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  note  in  your  issue  of  Saturday, 
April  11,  1908,  an  article  pertainitig  to  my  casting 
in  the  tournament  held  by  the  San  Francisco  Fly 
Casting  Club  of  this  city.  I  note  that  the  ending 
remark  of  your  notice  is  that  it  must  be  imder- 


stood  that  you  do  not  refer  to  the  rods  used  by 
Mr.  Mansfield  and  Mr.  Kenniff  as  being  made  up  of 
the  top  part  of  a  salmon  rod  with  a  bit  of  cork  on 
it  for  handle.  To  clear  up  any  doubt  in  the  minds 
of  your  readers  and  yourself,  I  have  herewith 
enclosed  a  cut  of  a  rod  similar  to  the  one  that  I 
used  in  this  tournament,  which  was  manufactured 
by  the  Standard  Fishing  Rod  Co.,  of  West  Brook- 
field,  Mass.  It  is  11  feet  in  length,  weighing 
11  ^oz.  Such  rods  as  you  referred  to  being  made 
up  from  the  top  part  of  a  salmon  rod  would  never 
under  any  circumstances  be  allowed  in  a  tourna- 
ment in  this  country. 

"  It  is  not  necessary  to  have  a  club  to  cast  these 
long  distances.    It  is  no  trick  at  all  for  the  writer 


A  Recobd-maker's  Rod. 

llluttra'ion  to  show  style  of  rod  {length  lift.,  weight 
11  Jos.)  with  which  Mr.  J.  B.  Kenniff,  on  April  25, 
1908,  at  the  San  Francisco  Fly  Casting  Club 
Tournament,  cast  134/i.  {'liyd.  2ft.). ^  It  is  evidently  a 
fair  fishing  rod  in  every  way.  {See  his  letter  to  the 
"  Fishing  Gazette.")  Mr.  K.  has  also  cast  the  \oz. 
bait  ^iO'ft.  {73yd.  Ift.)  with  a  6ft.  bait-casting  rod 
weighing  6|oz. 

to  cast  110  feet  with  a5^oz.  9  feet  single-handed  fly 
rod.  All  our  casting  in  this  part  of  the  country  is 
done  with  a  single-handed  rod,  inasmuch  as  we  do 
not  have  any  salmon  fly  fishing,  and  necessarily  do 
not  need  double.handed  rods.  We  catch  a  variety 
of  fish  called  steelhead  trout  in  our  \vaters  after  the 
first  freshet,  ranging  from  lib.  to  171b.,  on  a  6ft. 
cast  with  No.  2  flies  on  a  6^oz.  rod  9  feet  long. 

"  With  reference  to  bait  casting  in  our  club,  will 
state  that  we  use  a  6ft.  bait  casting  rod.  weighing 
about  6|oz.,  and  a  lure  weighing  exactly  goz.  I 
made  an  exhibition  cast  the  other  day  of  220  feet 
(73  yards  1  foot),  which  far  exceeds  the  world's 
record  for  ^oz. — Yours  truly,    "  J.  B.  Kenniff." 

ioz.  Bait  Cast  over  73  yards  from  the  Reel. 

It  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Kenniff  is  equally  at 
home  with  the  bait-easting  rod  as  with  the  fly- 
casting  rod.    Using  the  direct  overhead  American 


style  of  casting  from  a  free-running  multiplier  reeli 
controlled  by  thumb  only,  he  has  cast  a  ioz.  bait 
73  yards  1  foot,  which  beats  the  best  by  a  long  way 
— of  course,  it  does  nut  count,  being  done  only  in 
practice.  Some  anglers  will  say  these  long  casts 
are  "  not  fishing  " — by  George,  I  wish  1  could  do 
them.  I  could  manage  the  fishing  part  all  wight. 
It  must  be  remembered  it  is  all  single-hand 
casting,  and  75  per  cent,  more  accurate  than  any 
style  we  use. 

Since  the  above  note  was  in  type,  Messrs.  S. 
Allcock  and  Co.,  of  liedditch,  have  sent  me  a 
letter  from  Mr.  KennifT  to  them,  in  which  he  says 
that  his  tournament  cast,  which  is  one  foot  over 
the  previous  world's  record,  was  made  with  their 
"Stag"  brand  soft-dressed  tapered  line.  Their 
stock  number  for  this  is  5298  for  level  and  5299i 
for  the  double  tapers.    They  sui)ply  only  the  trade. 

A  Disappointing  Spring  Salmon  Season  on  the 
River  Dee,  Aberdeenshire. 

Up  to  the  middle  of  May  the  salmon  angling 
on  the  Aberdeenshire  Dee  has  been  "  the  worst  on 
record."  Although  there  are  fish  in  the  lower 
reaches  there  are  not  enough  to  stock  the  river. 
Even  on  the  far-famed  Glentana  water  anything 
over  a  fish  a  day  per  rod  is  quite  out  of  the  com- 
mon, and  up  to  May  15  only  four  fish  have  been 
killed  on  the  Upper  Glentana  water  this  season, 
and  on  the  south  side,  Cambus  O'May  has  only 
given  about  thirty  fish.  Ballater  is  no  better,  and 
practically  nothing  at  all  above  that.  It  makes 
one  feel  sorry  for  the  rods  on  the  lovely  river. 
When  they  looked  at  its  Ashless  pools  they  must 
have  felt  they  would,  as  the  old  song  says,  "  Lay 
them  doon  an'  Dee."  Probably  they  went  and 
played  bridge  instead. 

A  Lovely  Female, 

Thanks  to  Mr.  E.  D.  Hughes,  of  Leominster,  at 
the  moment  of  writing  this  note  (12.45  p.m..  May 
21,  1908)  there  is  a  lovely  female  sitting  on  my 
knee,  in  my  office,  and  looking  more  beautiful,  with 
nothing  on,  than  the  finest  dress  could  make  her. 
What  beats  me  is  why  trout  take  them  with  half  a 
hundred  legs  of  feather,  when  Ephemera  danica. 
has  only  six  in  real  life.  Pinsley  Brook  May  Flies 
have  the  mottled  cane  wax-like  body,  but  not 
quite  so  yellow  as  the  May  Flies  of  the  Itchen,  near 
Highbridge.  I  hope  it  is  going  to  be  a  good  May 
Fly  season.  E.  B.  Marston. 


FISH  CULTUKB  IN  AMERICA. 


BRIEF  SUGGESTIONS  RELATING  " 
TO  STOCKING  AND  IMPROVING  LAKES 
AND  PONDS. 


The  following  particulars  are  from  the  prospectus 
of  Mr.  Henry  W.  Beeman's  Waramaug  Blat4<  Bass 
Hatchery,  New  Preston,  Conn.,  U.S.A. : — 

"  We  are  receiving  many  letters  of  inquiry 
relative  to  stocking  ponds  of  different  sizes  in  which 
various  conditions  exist.  Some  have  newly-made 
ponds  with  only  water  in  them,  others  have  lakes 
in  which  good  fishing  is  a  thing  of  the  past.  Tliere 
are  also  large  lakes  in  which  the  bass  fisliing  only  is 
on  the  dechne  ;  then,  again,  others  wliich  are  prac- 
tically exhausted  as  relates  to  fish  life.  For  a 
number  of  years  we  have  been  investigating  the 
natural  conditions  as  found  in  lakes  and  ponds  and 
their  effect  on  the  welfare  of  fish  life.  Waters 
wliich  have  favourable  and  well-balanced  con- 
ditions necessary  for  the  support  of  fish  life  will 
produce  abundantly.  If,  for  some  reason,  these 
conditions  are  disturbed  or  throwTi  out  of  balance, 
corresponding  decrease  in  productiveness  will 
follow.  Ovu-  investigations  have  brought  out 
many  interesting  facts  relative  to  this  matter,  but 
space  forbids  giving  details. 

"  Those  of  our  patrons  Anshing  to  restock  waters 
and  otherwise  improve  the  fish  should  give  us  a 
clear  description  of  the  ^\■ate^s  to  be  stocked  and 
their  present  condition,  that  we  may  give  tliem 
the  benefit  of  our  experience.  The  size  and  depth 
should  be  given,  the  \\atcr  supply  and  average 
summer  temperature,  character  of  bottom,  pai- 
ticularly  along  the  shore  ;  whether  rock,  sand, 
gravel  or  mud  ;  the  amount  of  aquatic  plimts, 
both  the  bottom-growing  varietiis  and  those  that 
reach  the  sm'face  ;  also  the  kinds  and  amount  of 
fish  Ufe  present. 
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"  We  might  ofEer  suggestions  regarding  the  proper 
kinds  of  Hsh  to  be  introduced  and  for  the  improve- 
ment of  conditions  relative  to  their  welfare.  Where 
the  food  supply  for  the  adult  fish  is  lacking,  the 
introduction  of  such  fish  as  roach  (commonly  called 
'shiners'),  simtish,  and  yellow  perch  is  necessary. 
By  the  introduction  of  suitable  varieties  of  water- 
plants  in  lakes  where  they  are  scarce,  both  food  and 
cover  for  the  f ly  are  greatly  increased. 

"  While  the  bass  fry  natau'ally  seek  cover  along 
rocky  shores,  the  fry  of  perch,  roach,  sunfish,  etc., 
find  shelter  among  the  water-plants.  Wlien  young 
bass  have  reached  a  size  when  they  no  longer 
remain  hidden,  they  may  be  found  among  the 
water-plants  feeding  on  the  fry  of  other  fish. 

"  So  intimately  connected  with  our  bass  is  the 
subject  of  their  food  supply  that  we  have  decided 
to  take  up  this  matter  also  in  a  limited  way  tliis 
season. 

"  Yellow  Perch. — This  excellent  table  fish  is  still 
abundant  in  some  lakes,  while  in  others  it  is  de- 
creasing in  numbers.  Inquiries  for  a  supply  of 
these  fish  for  restocking  purposes  are  "being  re- 
ceived. They  are  excellent  fish  to  introduce  into 
bass  waters,  the  young  making  ideal  food  for  the 
adult  bass.  We  are  propagating  these  fish,  and 
will  offer  advanced  fry  in  June  and  Sin.  to  4m. 
fingerlings  for  fall  delivery. 

"  White  Perch. — We  are  receiving  orders  for 
them,  and  can  furnish  a  limited  number  of  adults 
in  October  and  November.  They  increase  rapidly, 
and  are  good  table  fish.  We  do  not,  with  our 
present  knowledge  of  their  habits,  advise  planting 
them  in  good  bass  waters. 

"  Sunfish. — Thesunfish  (sometimes called  'roach  ') 
are  also  good  table  fish,  but  their  chief  value  is  the 
amount  of  food  they  furnish,  while  in  the  fry  and 
fingerhng  stages,  for  the  bass,  yellow  perch,  etc. 
They  would  be  valuable  and  interesting  for  stocking 
small  ponds  not  suitable  for  bass  or  yellow  perch. 

"  Roach. — The  roach  (commonly  called  'shiners  ') 
are  exceedingly  valuable  in  lakes  for  the  amount 
of  fish  food  they  produce.  These  fish  are  not  con- 
sidered of  value  for  the  table.  They  are  strictly 
bait  fish.  They  increase  rapidly,  and  will  be  found 
in  large  schools  among  the  water-plants.  We 
know  of  no  better  fish  for  introducing  into  lakes 
when  it  is  de;;irable  to  increase  the  food  supply  of 
bass,  pickerel,  and  yellow  petch.  We  can  supply 
a  limited  demand  for  adult  white  perch,  sunfish, 
and  roach,  at  $25  per  100  ;  advanced  yellow  perch 
fry,  $20  per  1000  ;  fingerling  yellow  perch,  $50 
per  1000 ;  fingerling  sxmfish  and  roach,  $25  i)er 
1000.  These  fish  will  be  delivered  in  October  and 
November.  Prices  given  are  for  the  fish  at  the 
hatchery,  customers  to  pay  all  transportation  and 
messenger  expenses." 


COOKING  AND  CUEING  OF 
SALMON,  TEOUT,  ETC.* 

{Continued  from  page  381.) 

Pickled  Salmon — Method  of  Roasting  Salmon — 
Recipe  for  Potting  Char,  Trout,  etc. — A  Simple 
Way  of  Cooking  a  Whitling  or  good  Trout  by 
the  Riverside — Frying  of  Trout — Boiling  and 
Baking  Pike. 

"  Pickled  Salmon. — Allow  the  fish  to  lie  twenty- 
four  hours  in  winter,  or  twelve  in  summer,  after 
being  caught.  It  will  not  take  the  salt  when  quite 
fresh.  Then  split,  wash,  and  cut  into  junks, 
as  directed  in  boiling  salmon.  Boil  these  in  very 
strong  salt  pickle,  allowing  to  a  fish  of  eight  pounds 
weight  nine  minutes  ;  one  of  twelve  pounds,  fourteen 
minutes  ;  one  of  fifteen  pounds,  seventeen  minutes  ; 
and  one  of  twenty  pounds,  twenty-five  minutes. 
A  number  of  .salmon  boiled  together  of  ten  pounds 
weight  each  require  fifteen  minutes.  The  time 
must,  in  all  cases,  be  calculated  from  the  moment 
the  water  returns- to  the  boiling  point,  and  not 
from  that  in  which  the  fish  are  put  into  it. 

"  When  the  salmon  has  boiled  the  proper  time, 
take  it  out  of  the  pickle  as  expeditiously  as  possible, 
put  it  on  a  drainer,  and  allow  it  to  cool  for  twenty- 
four  hours  in  summer.  It  should  then  be  packed, 
skin  uppermost,  in  kits  or  jars,  and  completely 
covered  with  cold  \inegar  and  a  small  quantity  of 
the  pickle  or  liquor  in  which  it  was  boiled.  '  To 
exclude  the  air  effectually,  the  kits  or  jars  in  which 
it  is  placed  should  be  run  over,  on  the  top  of  the 
vinegar,  with  a  little  boiling  lard,  and  the  whole 

*  Ta;en  from  "The  Angler's  Companion,"  by 
Thomai  Tod  Stoddart,  Chapter  XV. 


secured  by  a  tin  or  earthenware  cover.  Jars  are 
preferable  to  kits,  as  the  air  can  be  more  readily 
excluded  from  the  fish.  Care  must  be  taken,  on 
the  exhaustion  of  the  vinegar,  to  add  afresh  supply. 
Salmon  in  this  state  will  remain  good  for  months." 

The  method  of  cooking  or  roasting  salmon  at 
the  Lakes  of  Killarney,  in  Ireland,  is  prett,>'  generally 
known,  but  as  the  recipe  is  an  excellent  one,  and 

1  have  seen  it  acted  on  in  Scotland,  with  this 
difference,  that  the  skewers  employed  were  cut 
from  the  juniper  bush  instead  of  arbutus,  I  shall 
insert  it : — 

"  The  salmon,  as  soon  as  caught,  to  be  cut  into 
slices,  which  are  split,  and  a  strong  skewer  of 
arbutus  run  through  each  as  close  to  the  skin  as 
possible.  These  skewers  are  then  stuck  upright 
in  a  sod  of  turf  before  a  clear  wood  fire,  and 
constantly  turned  and  basted  with  salt  and  water. 
The  fish,  when  sufficiently  roasted,  is  served  up  on 
the  skewers,  which  are  supposed  to  communicate  a 
peculiar  aromatic  flavour." 

Recipe  for  Potting  Char  and  Trout. — The  fol- 
lowing are  the  ingredients  required  in  order  to  pot 
a  stone  weight  of  fish : — 3  teaspoonsful  of  ground 
black  pepper ;  3  teaspoonsful  of  ground  allspice  ; 

2  teaspoonsful  of  ground  mace ;  1  teaspoonful  of 
ground  clon  es  ;  1  teaspoonful  of  ground  nutmeg ; 
J  teaspoonful  of  ground  cayenne. 

Keep  these  carefully  corked  up  in  a  small  phial, 
and  add,  when  employing  them,  a  little  salt. 

Cut  open  the  fish  and  clean  well  with  a  dry 
cloth.  Remove  the  heads,  tails,  and  fins,  along 
with  the  backbones.  This  done,  apply  the  mixture, 
transferring  them,  as  you  do  so,  to  a  baking-dish. 
Cover  well  with  fresh  butter,  and  place  the  dish  in 
a  slow  oven,  allowing  it  to  remain  there  until  the 
bones  of  the  fish  become  dissolved.  Drain  oft'  the 
butter,  and  remove  the  char  or  trout  into  potting- 
dishes ;  press  them  well  down,  and  pour  fresh 
butter  over  them.  Trout,  treated  in  this  manner, 
ought  to  be  red-fleshed,  and  not  exceed  three- 
quarters  of  a  pound  in  weight.  If  well  selected 
and  in  good  season  they  will  be  found  not  a  whit 
inferior  to  the  best  char. 

Simple  Recipe  for  Cooking  a  Whitling  or  Good 
Trout  by  the  Riverside. — Kindle  a  fire  of  dry 
wood.  Take  your  fish  when  just  out  of  the  water, 
fill  his  mouth  with  salt,  roll  him  up  in  two  or 
three  folds  of  an  old  newspaper,  twisting  the  ends 
well  together.  Immerse  all  in  the  water  until  the 
paper  has  become  thoroughly  saturated.  Then 
lay  the  fish  among  the  embers  of  your  fire.  When 
the  paper  presents  a  well-charred  appearance  the 
trout  is  properly  done,  and  will  prove  a  savoury 
and  acceptable  morsel.  The  fish,  I  may  observe, 
must  not  be  cut  open  and  cleaned.  During  the 
firing  process  the  intestines  and  other  impurities 
will  draw  together,  and  not  in  the  slightest  degree 
injure  the  flavour  of  the  trout. 

The  Frying  of  Trout. — Preparatory  to  frying 
trout,  it  is  common  in  Scotland  to  enwrap  the 
fish  in  a  coating  of  oatmeal.  I  am  not  national 
enough  in  my  tastes  to  approve  of  this  mode  of 
concealing  its  flavour,  and  I  certainly  prefer,  if  the 
fish  is  to  be  encrusted  at  all,  the  adoption  of  bread- 
crumbs and  the  yolk  of  an  egg.  Good  red-fleshed 
trout,  however,  require  no  disguise  on  being  fried, 
and  simple  lard  or  butter  is  sufficient  for  the 
purpose.  Trout  upwards  of  half  a  pound  in  weight 
ought  to  be  split  open  by  the  backbone  and  placed 
flat  in  the  pan,  which  should  previously  be  well 
heated,  over  a  clear  fire,  and  elevated  when  the  fish 
are  laid  on.  Small  trout  and  parr  make  a  delicious 
dish  if  properly  fried. 

Boiled  and  Baked  Pike. — Pike  and  eels  are  not 
much  relished  in  Scotland,  at  least  on  Tweedside. 
I  hold  both,  however,  in  high  esteem  as  articles  of 
food.  The  former,  if  intended  for  boiling,  ought 
to  be  crimped  when  caught,  and  treated  in  the 
same  manner  as  I  have  described  the  salmon  to  be 
by  Tweed  fishermen.  A  baked  pike  with  bread 
stuffing  is  excellent,  and  oysters  form  a  great  im- 
provement. The  scales,  or  even  skin,  of  this  fish 
ought  always  to  be  removed,  the  flavour  resulting 
therefrom  not  being  the  most  agreeable.  This  is 
done  by  plotting  the  pike  in  hot  water  and 
thoroughly  scraping  or  flaying  him.  Pike 
associated  with  trout,  whether  taken  from  a  river 
or  loch,  are  always  better  tasted  than  those  which 
feed  on  eels  and  frogs. 

Angler !  that  all  day  long  hast  wandered  by 
sunny  stream,  and  heart  and  hand  plied  the  medi- 
tative art,  who  hast  filled  thy  pannier  brimful  of 
star-sided  trout,  and  with  aching  arms  and  weary 
back,  and  faint,  wavering  step,  crossed  the  thres- 


hold of  some  cottage  inn— a  smiling  rural  retreat 
that  starts  up  when  thy  wishes  are  waning  into 
despondency — how  grateful  to  thee  is  the  merry 
song  of  the  frying-pan,  strewn  over  with  the 
daintiest  of  thy  spoils,  and  superintended  by  a 
laughter-loving  hostess  and  her  blooming  image. 
And  thou,  too,  slayer  of  salmon  !  more  matured 
and  fastidious,  what  sound,  wlieu  thy  reel  is  at 
rest,  like  the  bubbling  and  frothing  of  the  fish- 
kettle  ;  what  fare  more  acceptable  than  the 
shoulder-cut,  snowed  over  with  curd,  of  a  gallant 
sixteeu-pounder ;  and  where,  in  the  wide  world,  is 
to  be  found  wholesomer  and  heartier  sauce,  to  the 
one  as  well  as  to  the  other,  than  a  goblet 
generously  mixed  of  Islay,  and  pipiug  hot  ?  Stretch 
thy  hand  over  thy  mercies  and  be  thankful. 


DEWAE  HOUSE,  HAYMAEKET. 

Messrs.  John  Dewar  and  Sons,  the  well-known 
distillers  of  Perth,  have  just  opened  their  mag- 
nificent new  premises  in  London.  The  building, 
which  is  to  be  known  as  Dewar  House,  has  been 
designed  by  Mr.  P.  M.  Elgood,  A.K.I.B.A.,  and  is 
of  a  very  substantial  character,  a  large  amount  of 
Aberdeen  granite  having  been  used  in  its  con- 
struction. Dewar's  Scotch  whisky  is  well  known 
as  one  of  the  finest  whiskies  in  the  market,  and  is 
in  ever-increasing  demand  almost  all  over  the 
world.  No  whisky  under  five  years  old  is  sold  by 
the  firm ;  all  of  it  is  marked  by  them.  Formerly 
the  business  was  all  transacted  at  Perth,  the 
bonded  and  duty-paid  warehouses  covering  nearly 
four  acres.  Twenty-two  years  ago  a  branch  was 
opened  in  London ;  later  at  larger  premises  in 
Lime-street,  City  ;  then  to  Lambeth,  with  its  well- 
known  Shot  Tower.  This  wharf  will  still  be 
retained,  but  the  whole  of  the  business  will  be 
transacted  at  the  new  premises.  We  wish  the 
firm  still  greater  triumphs  in  the  future. 


ANGLEES'  CONGEESS 
HAMBUEG. 


AT 


I  AM  requested  by  Herr  Emil  Leichseuring,  of 
Hansaplatii  3  111.,  Hamburg,  to  say  that  English 
anglers  and  tackle-makers  are  cordially  invited  to 
the  Angleis'  Congress  of  the  Deutscher  Angler- 
bund,  which  will  this  year  be  held  at  Hamburg  from 
June  19  to  22.  Herr  Leichseuring  is  the  President 
of  the  Congress.  The  following  is,  he  informs  me, 
the  programme.  As  a  Corresponding  Member  of 
the  Deutscher  Anglerbund  1  aliould  much  like  to 
be  present,  but  other  engagements  have  compelled 
me  to  decline  the  cordial  invitation  of  our  German 
friends.— R.  B.  M. 

Programme. 

Friday.  June  19. — There  will  be  a  reception  by 
the  President  and  Committee  at  the  Alsterlusc, 
and  the  evening  will  be  spent  at  the  celebrated 
Porter-Meyer's  Restaurant. 

Saturday,  June  20. — Places  of  interest  in  Ham- 
burg will  be  visited  ;  visitors  will  be  shown  over  a 
great  German  liner,  and  there  will  be  a  river  trip 
to  Blankenese,  with  Komers  in  the  evening. 

Sunday,  June  21.— General  meeting,  to  be  fol- 
lowed in  the  evening  by  a  grand  dinner  and  dance. 

Monday,  June  22. — A  great  angling  competition 
will  take  place  on  the  Elbe  at  Vierlanden. 

Tuesday,  June  23. — If  a  sufficient  number  wish 
to  go,  there  will  be  a  sea-trip  to  Heligoland, 

Exhibition  of  Fishing  Tackle. 
In  connection  with  the  Congress  there  will  be  held 
an  exhibition  of  fishing  tackle  and  spotting  articles. 
The  committee  invite  to  this  Exhibition  all 
English  manufacturers  of  fishing  tackle  and  sport- 
ing articles,  and  would-be  exhibitors  are  requested 
to  send  their  names,  etc.,  as  soon  as  possible  to 
the  President,  Emil  Leichseuring,  Hansaplatz  3 
HI.,  Hamburg. 


The  London  and  Soutu-Western  Eailwav 
Company  have  issued  a  very  full  and  comprehensive 
list  of  tourist  arrangements,  comprising  ninety-four 
pag  s,  giving  particulars  of  thirty-eight  various 
tours  in  Devon  and  Cornwall.  Tickets  are  issued 
to  all  prmcipal  places  in  Dorsetshire,  Wiltshire, 
Devon-liire,  Somersetshire,  Cornwall,  Isle  of  Wight, 
Guernsey,  Jersey,  and  various  places  in  France, 
including  fifteen  distinct  tours  in  Normandy  and 
Brittan> .  Copies  of  these  arrangements  can  be  ob- 
tained free  from  any  South-Western  Railway  office 
or  station,  or  of  Mr.  Hy.  Holmes,  Waterloo  Station, 
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A  NOEFOLK  TKOUT. 


The  first  of  May  in  East  Anglia  was  a  glorious 
spring  day — in  fact,  the  rays  of  the  sun  were  so 
strong  at  times,  and  everything  looked  so  bright 
and  calm,  that  it  might  have  been  mid-summer. 

Who  would  have  believed  that  only  yesterday 
torrential  rains  had  swept  the  country,  and  that 
winds  and  snows  had  been  raging  over  us  since 
last  November  continually.  The  good-natured 
weather  prophets  of  the  London  newspapers — well, 
let  me  draw  a  veil  over  their  prophecies. 

Hoping  against  hope  from  month  to  month  for 
a  day  on  the  river  with  March  Brown  or  Blue  Dun, 
I  had  almost  despaired  of  ever  casting  fly  again ; 
however,  now  the  long-wished-for  day  had 
come.  I  must  state  that,  being  a  new-comer  to 
Norfolk,  I  had  already  made  inquiries  as  to  the 
chance  of  a  day  on  the  Kiver  Wensum,  which 
resulted  in  permission  being  given  to  fish  three 
meadows  belonging  to  a  certain  miller,  including 
the  mill-pool. 

The  picturesque  old  mill  was  pleasantly  situated, 
and  the  pasture  land  through  which  the  river  ran 
appeared  to  be  rich  in  food  for  fish.  What  glorious 
deep  pits  there  were  round  the  bends  of  the  stream, 
and  visions  of  a  mighty  pike  or  trout  filled  my 
imagination  as  I  walked  down  those  sweet-scented 
meadows  for  the  first  time  on  that  May  morning. 

What  fisherman  does  not  know  the  extra  delight 
of  casting  in  new  waters,  the  finding  out  of  the 
haunts  which  in  other  streams  we  know  almost  by 
heart  ? 

Who  would  fish  the  same  stream  year  in  and 
year  out  if  he  had  the  chance  to  try  his  luck  on 
unknown  water  as  well  ?  To  know  each  trout  by 
name  almost  is  not  over-interesting,  and  this  May 
day  the  water  was  very  high  and  slightly  coloured, 
so  I  felt  that  there  was  an  extra  amount  of  sporting 
uncertainty  about  things  in  general.  I  had  some 
March  Browns  which  were  b-e-a-u-t-i-fully  tied,  not 
to  mention  others,  and  also  I  had  been  informed 
that  there  had  been  caught  a  certain  very  large 
trout,  I  won't  say  how  large,  in  the  same  water. 
Pike  I  knew  would  be  plentiful,  but  trout  I  only 
hoped  for. 

The  mill-race  formed  a  large  round  pool,  and 
could  be  approached  from  either  side  or  from  the 
road  in  fi-ont  of  the  mill,  but  it  was  too  large  to 
cover  entirely  with  a  small  rod.  I  began  from  the 
road,  casting  over  every  bit  I  could  reach,  and  then 
from  each  meadow  side,  but  there  was  not  a  sign 
of  a  fish  or  even  a  fly  stirring.  Soon  I  started  to 
fish  down  stream  along  the  meadows,  as  a  slight 
breeze  was  with  me.  Casting  well  over  to  the  far 
bank  I  covered  many  likely -looking  lairs,  but  it 
was  no  good.  Evidently  the  water  was  too  much 
coloured  for  fly,  and  there  were  no  natural  fly  on 
the  water.  March  Browns  and  Wickham  Fancies 
must  be  consigned  to  their  box  until  their  time  had 
come. 

Turning  back  to  the  mill-race,  I  put  a  stout  short 
top  to  my  rod  and  used  a  small  Devon  minnow, 
,  and  it  was  not  long  before  I  brought  Master  Jack 
out  of  his  lair  under  the  road  wall,  but  he  had 
only  just  seen  the  Devon  in  time  to  miss  it;  so 
casting  twice  about  the  spot  I  hooked  him  again, 
and  killed  a  very  prettily-marked  fish  of  21b. 

This  fish  I  gave  to  the  miller,  as  it  was  my  first, 
and  then  took  my  way  to  the  other  side  of  the 
stream  to  fish  down  to  a  spot  where  the  overflow 
met  the  main  stream.  That  spot  was  supposed  to 
be  a  likely  place  for  a  trout  I  heard  afterwards,  but 
luck  did  not  seem  to  be  my  way,  for  I  only 
managed  to  get  another  jack  of  about  the  same 
weight  as  the  fir-.t.  These  jack  were  exceedingly 
pretty  fish,  in  their  markings  especially. 

As  it  was  now  about  one  o'clock,  my  wife  and 
self  sat  down  on  some  Jogs  in  the  meadow  and 
enjoyed  some  food  with  the  relish  only  known  to 
those  who  glory  in  the  open  air  after  being  caged 
up  all  the  winter  and  best  part  of  spring.  The  sun 
was  scorching,  and  I  was  glad  to  lay  aside  the  rod 
for  a  while. 

It  puzzled  me  to  think  that  there  were  no  flies 
about  on  such  a  grand  day.  However,  I  did  not 
waste  very  much  more  than  half  an  hour  on  lunch 
in  spite  of  the  poor  prospects,  and  as  I  reached  for 
my  rod  again  I  noticed  some  storm  clouds  gathering. 

The  next  spot  to  cast  over  was  the  mill-pool 
behind  the  mill,  and  the  overflow  stream,  which  was 
fairly  full.  I  must  have  spent  three  hours  trying 
this  water,  with  the  result  that  I  got  one  fish 
running,  but  could  not  say  what  he  was. 

Now,  I  had  tried  so  many  fine-looking  casts  that  ' 


I  was  gradually  becoming  discontented  and  soitow- 
ful,  and  the  long-looked-for  trout  or  monster  pike 
seemed  only  to  be  a  sort  of  thin  fairy  tale.  So  I 
thought  it  quite  time  for  some  change — the  only 
one  I  could  think  of  was  to  put  a  larger  Devon  on. 
This  I  did,  and  as  time  was  slipping  by  and  I  had 
to  walk  to  the  station  to  catch  the  5.30  train  home, 
it  was  half  an  hour  for  the  forlorn  hope.  Choosing 
the  most  likely  stretch  of  water  I  had  seen— namely, 
where  the  overflow  stream  runs  to  meet  the  main 
stream,  in  fact,  where  the  water  is  swiftest — I 
walked  down  to  that  part  once  more,  feeling  very 
tired  with  so  much  continual  casting  and  no  luck. 
One,  two,  three  casts,  and  nothing  happened. 

The  fourth  cast  and  I  have  him.  He  rushes 
down  to  where  the  waters  meet,  as  strong  as  a  lion. 
What  is  he,  pike  or  trout  ?  My  little  8ft.  lOin. 
rod  bends  nearly  in  half,  but  I  must  give  him  the 
wrist  or  he  will  be  away  in  that  swift  rush  of  the 
two  streams.  Easy  now,  he  is  coming  up  towards 
me,  I  have  checked  him,  but  he  means  fighting. 
Out  he  jumps,  and  then  I  know  the  right  sort  is 
there ;  I  can  see  those  large  black  spots  in  a 
second.  He  is  away  again,  trying  to  make 
for  the  spot  from  where  I  evidently  enticed  him. 
Then  suddenly  I  become  panic-stricken,  for 
there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  spot  where  it  is 
possible  to  land  him  in  the  event  of  my  being 
able  to  get  him  to  the  bank ;  my  landing-net 
is  in  the  next  meadow.  Ye  gods  and  little 
fishes!  Am  I  to  lose  the  first  spring  trout 
because  I  can't  land  him  ?  My  wife  is  having 
tea  at  the  mill,  and  I  could  not  make  anyone  hear 
at  the  distance.  But  good  luck  steps  in.  I  spy  a 
sod  of  grass  just  sticking  up  out  of  the  water 
slightly,  where  I  think  he  may  find  a  resting-place. 
Three  times  did  I  bring  him  up  to  this  little  bit 
of  grass,  and  three  times  did  he  bore  away  ;  but 
still  a  fourth  time  I  brought  him  carefully  head 
on  to  it,  and  then  I  knew  he  was  mine,  for 
I  saw  he  was  too  firmly  hooked  to  get  away. 
Pulling  him  up  as  far  as  I  dared,  I  put  my  rod 
down,  and,  grasping  the  line  in  one  hand,  soon 
had  him  in  the  other.  He  was  not  quite  so  big  as 
I  had  thought  from  the  terrific  fight  he  put  up— 
his  weight  was  two  pounds  and  three-quarters 
exactly,  and  in  very  fair  condition  for  the  time  of 
the  season.  D.  Vivian. 


ODDS  AND  ENDS  FOE  ANGLEES. 


Fishing  Baskets. 
Fishing  creels  made  of  split-willow  or  French 
wickerwork  can  be  cleaned  and  sweetened  up  by 
scrubbing  with  rough  salt  and  water.  The  glaring 
new  appearance  of  these  baskets  can  easily  be 
toned  down  by  applying  a  thin  coating  of  dark 
oak  varnish  or  stain.  The  same  result  can  be 
obtained  by  bi-ushing  over  with  a  strong  solution 
of  Condy's  Fluid  or  permanganate  of  potash  and 
water.  Try  its  strength  before  using  on  a  piece  of 
clean  wood. 

Bent  Tops  and  Eod  Joints. 
Drive  a  strong  nail  into  the  woodwork  of  a  wall, 
and  fix  a  piece  of  reliable  cord  to  it.  Thread  the 
cord  through  the  rings  of  the  bent  joint,  and  slide 
the  latter  up  until  it  almost  touches  the  nail.  Fix 
to  the  bottom  end  of  cord  a  smoothing-iron,  brick, 
or  large  stone.  All  the  weight  is  then  on  the  cord, 
and  the  finest  tops  can  be  treated  in  this  manner 
without  being  strained.  More  rod-tops  are  bent 
through  being  tiglitly  tied  up  in  partition-bags 
than  by  over-fishing. 

Mergansers. 
I  recently  noticed  a  pair  of  mergansers  on  a  small 
Scotch  burn.  They  should  be  shot  down  as  the 
worst  vermin.  These  birds  are  expert  fish-catchers, 
and  can  do  an  immense  amount  of  harm  in  a  very 
short  time,  especially  on  a  small  stream. 

Dyeing  Hackles. 
When  hackles  are  being  dyed  for  tying  purposes 
they  are  usually  bunched  into  groups  of  about  a 
dozen  and  secured  by  a  small  piece  of  thread. 
This  runs  away  with  a  lot  of  time,  especially  when 
a  great  many  hackles  are  required.  Eecently,  I 
tried  a  new  plan,  and  it  answers  very  well  indeed, 
and  saves  a  lot  of  labour  and  time.  Take  an  empty 


Special  Notice. — On  and  after  Monday,  June  1, 
1908,  the  Editorial,  Advertisement,  and  Publishing 
Offices  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  at  19,  Adam- 
street,  Adelphi,  Strand,  London,  W.C  ,  where  all 
letters  ajid  other  communications  must  be  sent. 


cocoa  tin  and  pierce  it  here  and  there  with  minute 
holes.  These  perforations  should  be  large  enough 
to  let  water  pass  through,  but  not  large  enough  to 
allow  the  hackles  to  escape.  Put  the  hackles  to 
be  dyed  into  the  tin  along  with  some  small  pieces 
of  washing  soda,  or  a  small  quantity  of  washing  or 
soap  powder,  and  immerse  the  tin  in  a  vessel  full 
of  boiling  water.  A  wide-mouthed  jam-pot  answers 
splendidly.  Allow  it  to  stand  there  for  some  time, 
until  all  the  greasy  particles  are  removed  from  the 
feathers.  Instead  of  soap  or  soda,  a  few  drops  of 
strong  ammonia  will  clean  them  beautifully,  if  it 
is  added  to  the  hot  water,  liinse  the  hackles 
thoroughly  in  clean,  warm  water  before  attempting 
to  dye  them.  This  can  be  done  without  removing 
them  from  the  tin.  Make  the  dye  ready  and  allow 
the  tin  to  settle  into  it,  and  leave  the  feathers 
in  it  until  they  are  thoroughly  stained.  Take 
out  the  tinful  of  hackles  and  fix  the  colour 
by  immersing  them  in  a  strong  mixture  of 
clear  vinegar  and  water  or  a  solution  of  common 
alum  and  water.  Rinse  them  again  in  cold  water, 
and  place  them  in  a  large  box  without  a  lid  to  dry. 
Give  them  a  shake  now  and  again,  and  they  will 
open  out  and  resume  their  former  shape. 

When  dyeing  Olive  Dun  hackles  put  in  a  variety 
of  hackles  of  different  shades,  such  as  Dark  Blue 
Dun,  Light  Blue  Dun,  Greenwell's,  Partridge 
hackles,  and  pure  white  hackles.  Do  not  forget 
to  put  in  a  few  very  large  hackles  or  other  feathers 
suitable  for  whisks.  All  these  will  come  out  in 
various  tones  of  colour,  which  the  amateur  fly-tier 
will  find  useful,  and  which  would  be  diflicult  to 
get  by  dyeing  on  pure  white  hackles. 

Black  Beetle. 


SOME  NOTES  ON  THE  HISTOEY 
OP  FISH  GULTUEE  IN  THE 
UNITED  STATES. 


FISH  CULTURE  IN  NEW  YORK.* 


{Continued  from  page  380.) 

Mr.  Woodward,  speaking  for  Connecticut,  said 
that  a  weekly  close  time  from  Saturday  night  until 
Monday  morning  had  been  established  for  shad, 
and  the  mesh  of  nets  was  not  to  be  less  than  .5in. 
Introduction  of  the  whitefish  had  been  imsuccess- 
fully  tried.  Striped  bass  were  said  to  remain  in 
the  Connecticut  river  all  the  year. 

Mr.  Reed  stated  that  Rhode  Island  streams  were 
so  obstructed  by  dams  and  polluted  by  factories 
as  to  make  fish  culture  almost  impossible.  An 
attempt  was  to  be  made  to  begin  artificial  propa- 
gation in  the  Pawcatuck,  the  only  promising  stream. 
He  said  many  farmers  were  about  to  breed  trout 
in  small  streams,  and  he  suggested  the  cultivation 
of  oysters  in  Narragansett  Bay. 

Mr.  Lyman  showed  specimens  of  landlocked 
salmon.  Massachusetts  appropriated  830,000  for 
fish  culture  in  1867.  Of  this  over  84000  was  spent 
for  shad  hatching.  Shad  culture  in  the  Connecticut 
had  been  successful.  For  two  seasons  salmon  had 
been  hatched  in  the  upper  Merrimac,  and  there 
were  between  4000  and  5000  fingerhngs  in  confine- 
ment ready  to  be  turned  out  in  spring  of  1869. 
AH  the  eggs  came  from  New  Bnmswick.  That 
winter  a  far  larger  number  was  being  hatched. 
Black  bass  had  been  introduced  into  many  i  all 
lakes  after  repeated  efforts  by  Saml.  B.  Ti»  le. 
Lake  trout  and  landlocked  salmon  were  also  to  be 
introduced.  It  was  proposed  to  encourage  the 
growth  of  such  useful  fish  as  the  smelt. 

Ml".  Sanborn,  of  New  Hampshire,  said  the  statute 
relating  to  taking  trout  out  of  season  was  amended, 
so  that  possession  of  the  fish  was  considered  as 
prima-facie  evidence  of  guilt,  and,  in  1868,  conse- 
quently, more  trout  were  taken  from  Lake  Winnipi- 
saukee  than  for  several  years  before.  Some  efforts 
had  been  made  to  iutroduce  black  bass  and  lake 
trout,  and  by  some  gentlemen  to  raise  brook  trout. 

Mi\  Stone  described  his  efforts  to  procure  salmon 
eggs  from  Canada,  and  his  experiments  in  raising 
the  fish  for  introduction  into  the  United  States. 
His  hatchery  was  100ft.  long,  with  a  capacity  of 
1,000,000  eggs  yearly.  In  the  pool  the  salmon 
came  up  freely  to  the  spawTiing  bed  until  a  n  of  was 
placed  over  it,  and  then  they  became  alarmed,  and 
it  had  to  be  removed. 

Mr.  WorraU  and  ^h:  Roosevelt  were  appointed 


*  A  paper  read  by  Dr.  Tarleton  H.  Bean,  State 
Fi-sh  Culturist  of  New  Yorl;,  at  the  ro.cnt  Anglers" 
Conference. 
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a  comaiittiie  to  prepare  resolutions  which  were 
adopted  by  the  coaventioa.  These  resolutions 
covered  practically  the  same  principles  upon  which 
both  the  National  and  State  Governments  are 
now  working. 

The  beneticent  influence  of  this  convention  and 
of  the  pioneer  work  of  the  New  York  Commission 
upon  private  and  public  lish  cultuie  was  unmis- 
takable, as  will  appear  later  on. 

In  1870  Mr.  Koosevelt  suggested  to  the  Park 
Department  of  New  York  that  the  waters  of  Central 
Park  were  admirably  suited  for  tish  breeding,  and 
on  Sept.  14,  1870,  he  was  invited  by  the  board  to 
examine  the  lakes  and  indicate  measures  for  stocking 
them.  On  Dec.  8,  1870,  Mr.  Roosevelt  wrote  to 
Frank  Biickland,  Inspector  of  Salmon  Fisheries  of 
England,  asking  his  help  in  securing  carp  for  New 
York  waters.  He  mentioned  to  him  the  proposed 
experiments  in  Central  Park.  Mr.  Buckland 
replied  that  he  could  get  carp  from  the  Queen's 
preserves  in  Windsor  Park.  He  asked  whether 
tench  were  found  in  America,  and  said  they  carry 
well  ;  also  that  roach  and  dace  may  carry,  and  that 
gudgeon  would  be  valuabb,  but  req^uire  great  care. 
Up  to  end  of  1874  this  subject  Wiis  still  before  the 
Park  Board,  and  nothing  tangible  had  come  of  it. 

The  first  State  hatchery  was  authorised,  and  it 
was  built  at  Caledonia  in  the  summer  of  1870,  for 
hatching  eggs  of  lake  trout  and  wliitefish.  In  1871 
this  hatchery  was  enlarged,  and  millions  of  lake 
trout  eggs  were  sent  there  from  the  Great  Lakes, 
to  be  distributed  either  before  or  after  development. 
Tne  establishment  is  described  and  illustrated  in 
the  report  for  1873. 

In  1871  Professor  Spencer  F.  Baird  was  appointed 
United  States  Commissioner  of  Fish  and  Fisheries, 
to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the  fisheries.  In 
the  same  year  the  American  Fish  Culturists'  Asso- 
ciation was  formed.  On  Oct.  16,  1872,  the  Fish 
Commissioners  of  the  States  were  requested  to  meet 
in  New  York  to  consider  the  best  method  of  carry- 
ing out  the  United  States  law,  and  to  consult  on 
matters  of  interest  to  the  commissioners  of  the 
States  and  the  United  States. 

The  State  Fairs  at  Rochester,  Albany,  Utica  and 
Fulton,  in  1874,  were  utilised  to  exhibit  New  York 
fish  and  the  processes  of  hatching  them.  Seth  Green 
showed  young  Kennebec  salmon.  Pacific  salmon, 
lake  trout,  brook  trout,  grayling,  two  kinds  of  black 
bass,  strawberry  bass,  rock  bass,  sunfish,  gar,  eels, 
sturgeon,  turtles  and  crabs,  living  in  the  various 
aquarium  tanks. 

Fishways  occupied  the  attention  of  the  com- 
missioners soon  after  they  took  office,  and  in  1874 
a  fishway  of  the  Brewer  patent  was  contracted  for  to 
be  placed  in  the  Mohawk  river  at  Schenectady  at 
a  cost  of  $4000.  Public  fish  culture  grew  so  rapidly 
in  favour  that  in  1874  commissionei's  had  been 
appointed  in  eighteen  States,  also  in  Canada  and 
the  United  States  service. 

The  nature  of  the  fish-cultural  work  undertaken 
by  the  New  York  commissioners  can  best  be  shown 
by  referring  to  the  species  by  name,  as  follows  : — 

Shad  :  In  1867  Seth  Green,  at  the  request  of  the 
Connecticut  commissioners,  hatched  many  eggs  on 
the  Connecticut  river  in  a  floating  box  of  his  own 
invention.  Some  of  the  fry  were  planted  in  the 
rivers  of  New  York  and  other  States.  In  1868 
hatching  was  begun  in  the  Hudson,  June  18,  at 
James  J.  Mull's  fishery,  near  Coeyman's  Landing. 
In  1869,  from  June  1  to  July  15,  15,000,000  eggs 
were  hatched.  Shad  boxes  were  furnished  to 
fishermen  by  the  State,  and  the  fishermen  were 
licensed  to  fiish,  provided  they  kept  the  boxes 
supplied  with  eggs.  A  warden  was  appointed  to 
patrol  the  river  in  a  tug  and  see  that  the  fishermen 
(lid  their  part. 

Shad  fry  were  planted  in  the  Genesee  in  1870, 
1871,  1872  and  1873.  About  10,000  were  success- 
fully conveyed  by  Seth  Green  to  the  Sacramento 
river,  C.difornia,  in  June,  1871,  after  a  hard  journey 
1  .sting  seven  days.  The  fry  wore  from  the  Hudson, 
t<-n  miles  below  Albany.  In  June,  1873,  Livingston 
Stone  carried  from  the  Hudson  130,000  shad  fry  in 
two  shix^ments,  and  placed  the  bulk  of  them  in 
C.iifornia  waters.  In  1874  the  experiment  was 
repeated.  In  1876  Frank  Clark  and  the  writer 
iTonsferred  130,000  fry  from  South  Hadley  Falls 
Mass.,  to  the  Sacramento  river,  at  Tehama,  Cal., 
with  small  loss.  As  a  result  of  the  first  experiment 
shad  were  caught  in  CaUfornia,  where  they  had  not 
existed  before,  as  early  as  1873,  and  on  March  28, 
1874,  three  were  taken  in  a  trap,  the  largest  weighing 
3ilb. 


Other  waters  in  which  shad  were  liberated  are : 
Onondaga,  Champlain,  Cayuga,  and  Canandaigua 
lakes,  the  Allegheny,  Mississippi,  Grand  (Mich.), 
Fox  (Wis.),  Ashtabula  (Ohio),  Ausable  and  Racine 
(Mich.),  Wabash  (Ind.),  Calumet  (III),  Grand 
(Ohio),  Sandusky  (Oliio),  and  the  Colorado  and 
Brazos  rivers  (Texas).  In  1871  shad  were  so 
plentiful  at  various  points  on  the  Hudson  that 
they  were  sometimes  sold  as  low  as  $1.25 
per  100. 

Salmon :  For  hatching  the  Atlantic  salmon  an 
estabhshment  was  started  by  Livingston  Stone, 
at  Charlestovra,  N.  H.,  in  1868.  It  was  found,  upon 
examination,  that  the  principal  sabnon  rivers 
emptying  into  Lake  Ontario  were  obstructed  by 
no  less  than  fifty-one  dams.  In  1871  eggs  were 
obtained  by  exchange  with  Samuel  Wilmot,  New- 
castle, Ontario,  and  were  hatched  at  Caledonia,  but 
no  appUcation  was  made  for  them. 

In  1872  Pacific  salmon  eggs  procured  by  Pro- 
fessor Ban-d  were  distributed  to  several  States  for 
hatching,  as  the  United  States  then  had  no  hatch- 
eries. New  York  offered  to  take  as  many  eggs  as 
ho  could  furnish,  and  to  develop  them  at  Caledonia. 
In  1873  the  State  received  220,000  eggs,  the  fry  to 
be  planted  in  Lake  Superior,  Lake  Champlain,  Great 
Salt  Lake,  and  tributaries  of  the  Mississippi.  The 
New  York  quota  was  assigned  to  Long  Island. 
Some  of  the  California  salmon  planted  in  Lake 
Champlain  in  Jan.,  1874,  were  caught  the  next 
spring,  and  were  5in.  long. 

Brook  Trout :  The  first  report  contains  an  account 
of  a  successful  shipment  of  eggs,  packed  by  Seth 
Green,  to  Frank  Buckland,  British  Inspector  of 
Salmon  Fisheries,  London.  The  eggs  were  placed 
in  moss  in  a  small  tin  can.  Tlus  was  put  into  a 
larger  can,  and  the  interstices  were  tightly  packed 
with  sawdust.  The  parcel  had  been  kept  in  the 
ice-house  of  the  steamer  during  the  voyage.  Another 
shipment  was  made  Nov.  24,  1873,  to  Lord  Exeter, 
of  England. 

In  1869  mention  was  made  of  the  "  Brook  Shanty" 
invented  by  WiUiam  H.  Furman  for  raising  brook 
trout.  It  was  simply  a  covered  artificial  spawning 
bed,  and  a  modified  form  of  it  is  in  use  at  present. 

The  report  for  1873  contains  mention  of  Seth 
Green's  book  of  Trout  Culture,  in  which  directions 
are  given  for  the  care  of  eggs  of  brook  trout,  lake 
trout,  salmon  and  whitefish,  and  for  stocking  trout 
streams. 

In  1874  the  commissioners,  for  the  first  time, 
decided  to  hatch  brook  trout  eggs  at  the  pubhe 
experuse,  and  to  give  the  fry  to  persons  who  would 
send  for  them  and  distribute  them  properly. 

Blue-Back  Trout:  In  1874  the  Maine  Com- 
missioners collected  30,000  eggs  of  the  blue-back 
trout,  of  the  Rangoley  Lakes,  and  sold  5000  of 
them  to  the  New  York  Commission.  In  January, 
1875,  these  eggs  were  in  process  of  hatching,  and  the 
young  were  to  be  planted  in  New  York  lakes. 

Lake  Trout :  In  1871  it  was  announced  that 
persons  desiring  to  experiment  with  the  eggs  would 
be  furnished  with  500  or  600  on  sending  50c.  for 
express  charges.  Those  wishing  large  lots  were 
required  to  name  the  lake  to  be  stocked,  and  in  such 
cases  the  eggs  were  sent  free  of  cost. 

In  1872  eggs  were  collected  in  Georgian  Bay, 
at  Presque  Isle,  and  at  a  fishery  opposite  Kingston. 
Seventy-one  packages  of  lake  trout  and  whitefish 
eggs  were  delivered  for  experiment.  In  October 
and  November  of  that  year  lake  trout  and  whitefish 
eggs  were  forwarded  to  Lord  Exeter,  England ; 
twenty -nine  boxes  of  If.ke  trout  and  nine  of  white 
fish  were  thus  consigned.  In  1873  another  lot  of 
lake  trout  and  whitefish  eggs  was  forwarded  to  the 
same  consignee. 

(To  be  continued.) 


FOR  SMOKEES 


CHESHIRE  TROUT-FISHING. 


LANGLEY  RESERVOIRS. 


Messrs.  Player  and  Sons  are  well  known  as 
one  of  the  premier  tobacco  firms,  and  their  pro 
ductions  have  world-wide  popularity.  They  have 
recently  introduced  an  excellent  tobacco  under  the 
name  of  "  Gamefeather,"  which  they  describe  as  a 
tobacco  for  the  pipe.  It  is  exceedingly  cool  and 
sweet  smoking,  and  is  likely  to  become  very 
popular.  If  you  are  on  the  look-out  for  a 
really  good  tobacco,  send  to  your  tobacconist  for  a 
two-ounce  packet  of  "  Gamefeather  " — you  will  not 
be  disappointed.  They  also  make  a  new  cigarette, 
"  Perfectos  Finos,"  and  this  also  is  worth  trying 


As  there  seems  to  have  been  a  good  many 
inquiries  lately  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  from  various 
correspondents  wanting  information  about  trout- 
fishing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Manchester,  a  few 
notes  on  some  Cheshire  reservoirs  at  Langley  may 
be  of  interest.  For  the  benefit  of  those  who  have 
but  a  hazy  notion  (if  any  at  all)  of  the  whereabouts 
of  the  little  village  of  Langley,  I  may  imention 
that  it  lies  very  high  up  in  the  outlying  hills  of 
the  Peak  district,  some  three  miles  from  the  old 
market  town  of  Macclesfield,  which  is  the  nearest 
railway  station,  the  quick  trains  from  Manchester 
(London  Road)  reaching  there  in  about  half  an  hour. 
The  reservoirs  belong  to  the  Macclesfield  Corpora- 
tion, and  furnish  the  town  with  its  water  supply. 
Fishing  tickets,  costing  three  shillings  a  day,  are 
to  be  obtained  from  Langley  Post  Ofiice,  a  little 
shop  that  also  sells  groceriss,  etc.,  and  which  one 
passes  on  the  way  up  from  Macclesfield.  Local 
residents  are  only  charged  two  shillings  a  day,  and 
can  get  half-day  tickets,  available  from  twelve 
o'clock  noon,  for  one  shilling. 

The  reservoirs  are  three  in  number,  the  largest 
being  roughly  about  a  mile  and  a  half  in  circum- 
ference ;  and  there  are  also  some  ponds — one  of 
which,  between  the  two  biggest  reservoirs,  and 
connected  with  them  by  a  brook,  is  a  particularly 
good  place.  Of  the  three  the  largest  reservoir  is 
probably  the  best,  as  it  was  closed  to  the  public 
during  1907  and  restocked  with  two-year-old  fish — 
mostly  rainbows,  I  believe.  The  latter  have 
grown  very  fast,  and  when  the  season  opened  on 
April  1  this  year  averaged  ten  or  eleven  ounces  in 
weight.  The  side  farthest  from  the  road  is  best, 
as  it  is  shallower  and  the  bottom  is  mostly  gravel, 
with  small  beds  of  weed  here  and  there.  It  is 
really  very  nice  looking  water.  On  the  opposite 
side  the  angler  must  fish  from  the  road,  over  a 
high  stone  wall,  and  the  water  is  very  deep.  It  is 
rather  awkward  to  land  a  fish,  and  a  long-handled 
net  is  required.  When  an  angler  who  has  no  net 
hooks  a  fish  hereabouts,  he  just  yells  till  some 
other  obliging  fisherman  puts  in  an  appearance 
and  comes  to  his  assistance.  I  have  already 
referred  to  the  pond  just  below.  It  is  a  nice 
depth,  and  there  are  some  weed  beds  along  the 
right  side,  beyond  which  there  are  generally  one 
or  two  nice  fish  rising. 

The  second  reservoir,  below  this  pond,  is  very 
deep,  and  there  is  a  good  deal  of  masonry  about 
it,  the  bottom  sloping  away  at  an  angle  of  some- 
thing like  forty-five  degrees  from  the  shore  all 
along  the  near  side.  The  trout  lie  close  in  under 
the  bank.  The  far  side  is  shallower  and  more 
gravelly,  but  the  fish  seem  to  prefer  the  deeper  side 
somehow. 

The  third  and  smallest  reservoir  lies  alongside 
the  second,  just  over  some  rising  ground,  and 
though  perhaps  it  does  not  contain  very  many 
fish,  still  there  are  some  good  ones.  It  is  pear- 
shaped,  and  at  the  narrow  end  where  a  brook 
comes  in  there  are  always  some  big  trout  in 
attendance  on  the  shoals  of  small  gudgeon  that 
haunt  the  mouth  of  the  brook. 

As  regards  the  trout,  I  can  say  from  experience 
that  they  are  plump,  well  marked,  strong  fish. 
The  angler  is  limited  to  six  brace  per  diem.  As  I 
mentioned  before,  the  rainbows  average  about  ten 
or  eleven  ounces,  while  the  brownies  run  smaller. 
The  size  limit  is  ten  inches.  The  keeper  tells  me 
that  on  the  two  opening  days  about  a  hundred  fish 
were  taken  (the  best  a  pound  and  three-quarters), 
but  many  more  undeusized  ones  were  returned. 
Since  then  very  little  has  been  doing,  but  sport 
may  be  expected  to  improve  with  the  advent  of 
more  genial  weather.  As  regards  flies,  the  Butcher, 
Claret  and  Grouse,  and  March  Brown,  and  later  on 
the  Cinnamon,  are  useful.  I  imderstand  the  Silver 
Horns  is  the  only  fly  that  comes  on  the  water  in 
any  cifnantity,  but  I  have  never  tried  the  artificial. 
A  good  deal  of  difference  of  opmion  exists  as  to 
the  best  size  of  hooks  to  use.  Personally  I  find 
threes  and  fours  sneck  do  well  enough,  but  in 
rough  weather  rather  larger  ones  might  do  better. 

The  reservoirs  are  undoubtedly  very  hard  fished, 
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1,1^^°  the  local  anglers  practically  all  use  float 
tackle  and  bait,  remaining  in  one  position  (more  or 
less)  all  day,  and  generally  rather  grouping  them- 
selves together,  for  the  sake  of  company,  I  suppose, 
and  mutual  encouragement.  The  result  is  that, 
although  there  are  perhaps  a  couple  of  dozen  anglers 
ranged  along  one  side,  one  can  often  get  the  whole  of 
the  far  side  to  oneself,  so  that  there  is  always  plenty 
of  room.  I  confess  I  do  not  like  the  idea  of  taking 
trout  on  maggot  or  worm,  still  it  is  less  alarming 
for  the  fish.  What  I  mean  to  say  is  that  a  steady 
procession  on  a  Saturday  afternoon  of,  say,  thirty 
fly-fishers  moving  round  and  round,  and  keeping 
the  water  in  more  or  less  of  a  boil,  is  much  more 
calculated  to  scare  the  trout  than  thirty  sleepy 
bottom  fishers  sitting  quietly  in  more  or  less  of  a 
clump  round  one  comer.  It  is  very  seldom  that 
one  sees  more  than  two  or  three  other  men  using 
fly,  so  that  there  is  really  plenty  of  elbow  room, 
and  the  fly  will  almost  always  account  for  the  best 
'  baskets. 

Lancashire  and  Cheshire  people  dearly  love  to 
see  sport,  whether  it  be  football,  ratting,  whippet- 
racing,  or  fishing.  I  remember  one  day  last  year 
a  passmg  cyclist,  who  had  dismounted  to  watch 
my  brother  fishing,  and  to  his  great  delight  had 
seen  him  catch  five  fish  in  quick  succession,  declar- 
ing enthusiastically  "  'twere  the  best  bit  o'  spoort 
as  iver  'e'd  seen  in  his  life— bah  goom  1  "  There 
are  some  most  remarkable  looking  local  anglers 
who  come  week  after  week,  and  never  seem  to  get 
much.  If  you  inquire  politely  how  they  are  getting 
on,  you  are  told  with  the  utmost  cheerfulness, 
"  Bin  'ere  four  Saturdays,  maister,  and  never  'ad 
a  tootchi"  What  does  it  matter?  They  enjoy 
the  outmg,  and,  though  they  get  nothing  them- 
selves, always  seem  delighted  to  see  anybody  else 
catching  anythmg.  Surely  that  is  the  true  angling 
spirit ! 

I  have  very  pleasant  recollections  of  Langley,  and 
I  am  sure  the  angler  will  not  regret  a  visit. 

FORTUNA  SeQUATUR. 


SALMON  ANGLING  IN  SCOTLAND 
SEVENTY-SIX  YEAES  AGO. 

[My  wife  was  looking  for  something  else  for  me 
in  an  old  volume  of  the  Sporting  Magazine  for  1832 
and  came  across  this  very  interesting  record  of 
sahnon  angling  in  the  Highlands,  and  suggested 
it  would  interest  our  readers,  and  copied  it  out- 
Unfortunately,  it  is  only  the  continvxition  of  an 
account  by  "Blitz;";  the  previous  part  I  have 
been  unable  to  get,  although  I  have  advertised  for 
it  in  Ukely  quarters.  It  must  have  been  for  a  son 
of  the  eccentric  Lord  Lovat  referred  to  in  this 
account  that  an  old  rod-maker  I  used  to  know  in 
the  seventies,  of  the  name  of  Irvine,  made  three, 
piece  split-cane  glued-up  salmon  rods.  Irvine  told 
•  me  that  in  sending  back  one  of  these  rods  to  be 
re-varnished  Lord  Lovat  said  he  had  kiUed  tons  of 
salmon  vnth  it,  and  I  quite  believe  it.  Irvine 
made  glued-up  spUt-cane  rods  for  Aldred,  who 
exhrhited  them  in  the  great  Exhibition  of  1851  — 
R.  B.  M.] 

Continuation  of  "  BUtz's  "  Salmon-Fishing  Tour  :  

The  Rivers  Beatjly,  Ewe,  and  Grtjinyard. 
Sir,— From  the  Ness,  where  my  sport  had  been 
rather  of  the  brilliant  order,  I  proceeded  to  the 
Beauly,  a  large,  rapid,  and  capital  salmon  river. 
On  it,  and  about  three  miles  from  its  mouth,  are 
the  highly  picturesque  falls  of  Kihnorack,  which 
are  regularly  visited  by  travellers,  who  wend  their 
way  to  the  northern  parts  of  Scotland  in  search 
of  the  romantic  and  beautiful.  During  the  greater 
part  of  the  year  these  falls  prevent  the  fish  from 
ascending  farther  up,  and,  by  confining  them 
within  certain  limits,  render  the  anghng,  of  course, 
superior  to  what  it  otherwise  would  be,  were  they 
permitted  to  scatter  themselves  through  the  in- 
numerable streams  above  this  natural  impediment. 
Below  the  faUs  the  salmon  may  be  seen  leaping  in 
numbers  at  a  time — efforts  to  force  a  passage 
through  the  immense  and  overwhelming  volume 
of  water  which  precipitates  itself  over  a  grand  and 
imposing  sheK  of  rock.  It  was  amusing  to  watch 
the  gallant  attempts  of  the  fish  to  clear  this  formid- 
able obstacle,  as  the  force  of  the  waters  made  them 
cast  the  most  extraordinary  summersets  when 


they  happened  to  make  their  leap  too  far  from  the 
fall. 

It  is  certamly  wonderful  in  how  short  a  time 
salmon  ascend  rivers  for  many  miles,  forcing  their 
way  against  the  most  rapid  currents,  and  clearing 
with  apparent  but  inconceivable  facihty  cataracts 
of  several  feet  in  height.  This  they  could  not 
accompUsh  were  the  popular  error  correct  of  their 
taldng  their  tails  in  their  mouths  when  they  attempt 
to  leap.  In  heavy  floods  the  fish  are  enabled  to 
get  over  the  falls  of  Kihnorack  when  they  ascend 
as  near  the  source  of  the  river  as  the  depth  of  the 
pools  where  they  purpose  depositing  their  spawn 
will  permit. 

There  is  one  capital  stream  immediately  below 
the  falls  at  the  mill,  but  the  best  is  that  below  the 
oruives  (or  salmon-traps),  where,  when  the  water 
is  low,  the  fish  are  stopped  by  a  barrier  of  huge 
stones,  rudely  put  together,  so  as  to  form  a  bulwark 
across  the  river.  This  stops  their  progress  to  the 
pools  above,  and  the  fish  congregate  in  the  stream 
below  in  such  vast  numbers  that  I  have  known 
180  head  taken  out  at  two  hauls  of  the  net.  Further 
down  the  river  there  are  two  other  pools,  but  they 
are  not  so  good  as  the  forementioned.  In  the 
Beauly,  as  in  the  Ness,  the  Irish  gaudy  fly  was 
triumphant,  although  the  Laird's  piper  and  fisher- 
man (an  old  and  faithful  adherent  of  the  Lovat 
family,  and  who  has  fished  the  river  for  fifty  years) 
was  pleased  to  designate  them  nonsense  flies,  and 
boasted  of  the  superiority  of  the  common  fly  of  the 
coimtry.  I  was  much  amused  vidth  the  obstinate 
bigotry  of  the  old  boy,  who,  although  he  witnessed 
my  success,  and  with  no  small  jealousy,  too,  stiU 
persisted  in  asserting  that  those  of  his  own  manu- 
facture were  superior,  and  that  the  Paddies  might 
do  now  and  then,  but  would  not  answer  on  aU 
occasions.  This  venerable  has  since,  I  imderstand, 
become  a  convert  to  the  new  light,  and  willingly 
courts  the  killing  aid  of  the  handywork  of  O'Shaugh- 
nessy  and  Martin  Kelly.  Although  the  streams 
swarmed  with  fish,  my  sport,  during  the  two  days 
I  devoted  to  the  Beauly,  was  not  of  the  first-water, 
as  the  river  was  nearly  dry,  and  the  salmon,  while 
they  rose  tolerably  briskly,  were  exceedingly  shy 
of  coming  into  near  contact  with  anything  artificial, 
however  minute  and  deceptive. 

The  net  fishing  of  the  Beauly  lets  for  £1500  per 
annum,  and  the  river  is  strictly  preserved,  even 
against  the  intrusion  of  anglers,  and  no  one  is  allowed 
to  fish  without  the  permission  of  the  proprietor, 
Fraser  of  Lovat. 

The  present  Lakd  is  the  lineal  descendant  of 
the  celebrated  and  notorious  Lord  Lovat,  who  was 
executed  for  his  steady  and  imflinching  adherence 
to  the  cause  of  the  unfortimate  House  of  Stuart. 
Previously  to  the  Rebellion,  it  is  related,  he  had 
remained  for  two  years  in  bed  in  a  state  of  despon- 
dency, but  when  the  news  of  the  Prince's  landing 
was  communicated  to  him,  he  started  up  and  cried, 
"  Lassie,  bring  me  my  brogues — I'll  rise  noo  !  " 

"  Lord  Lovat  was  one  of  the  most  extraordinary 
men  that  ever  appeared  in  pubUc  life.  He  was 
crafty  and  pohtic  to  an  astonishing  degree — cruel, 
rapacious  ;  had  great  natural  abiUties,  much  wit, 
and  prodigious  talent  for  business  ;  but  an  utter 
destitution  of  principle  spoiled  in  him  the  parts 
which  might  have  composed  a  distinguished  states- 
man." 

Lord  Lovat  used  to  send  one  of  his  numerous 
retamers  to  Loch  Ness,  a  distance  of  eight  miles, 
every  day  for  the  water  he  drank.  He  was  ex- 
ceedingly fond  of  highly-seasoned  minced  veal, 
and  probably  on  most  occasions  ate  rather  more 
than  prudence  dictated— on  the  plea  that  it  was 
difficult  to  persuade  the  stomach,  because  it  had  no 
ears— as  he  never  could  gratify  his  taste  and  appe- 
tite for  his  pet  dish  without  suffering  from  the 
indiscretion.    When  confined  in  the  Tower,  only 


A  Comprehensive  Booklet.  —  The  latest  in 
travel  literature  has  just  been  issued  by  the  Great 
Northern  Company  to  take  the  place  of  the  old 
style  of  tourist  and  week-end  programme,  whilst 
the  new  booklet  contains  all  that  was  hitherto 
published  in  the  tourist  programme.  A  brief 
description  of  the  many  attractive  holiday  resorts, 
accompanied  by  over  thirty-five  photo-reproduc- 
tions of  the  best  views,  is  included.  This  neat  and 
comprehensive  brochure  is  of  such  a  handy  size 
that  it  can  easily  be  carried  in  the  pocket.  Those 
in  search  of  good  holiday  groimd  will  do  well  to 
write  to  the  chief  passenger  agent.  Great  Northern 
Railway,  King's  Cross  Station,  for  a  copy. 


two  hours  previously  to  his  execution,  he  thought 
he  might,  with  perfect  impunity,  make  a  hearty 
meal  of  his  favourite  fare  ;  and,  as  the  story  goes, 
he  actually  did  consume  a  large  moss  of  the  said 
minced  veal,  saying  that  he  should  bo  gone  before 
the  customary  unpleasant  effect  of  his  over-indul- 
gence could  be  experienced. 

The  present  Lovat  expects  to  have  forfeited 
Peerage  restored  in  his  person  ;  and  with  all  my 
heart  I  wish  him  success,  as  he  is  an  excellent, 
high-minded,  and  hospitable  country  gentleman, 
disposed  to  improve  his  vast  estates,  and  extend 
the  comforts  of  his  numerous  tenantry. 

From  the  Beauly  I  started  for  the  Ewe,  which  is 
justly  esteemed  the  best  fishing  river  on  the  West 
Coast  of  Scotland.  It  flows  from  the  romantic  and 
beautifuUy-wooded  Loch  Maree,  and  is  the  property 
of  that  capital  fellow  and  first-rate  sportsman. 
Sir  F.  Mackenzie. 

The  cruives  which  formerly  crossed  the  stream 
at  the  second  pool  from  the  sea,  and  prevented  the 
further  progress  of  the  salmon,  are  moved  con- 
siderably higher  up,  and  there  are  now  six  as  ad- 
mirable pools  as  ever  man  threw  a  fly  into,  ^^^len  I 
visited  the  Ewe  there  were  only  two  streams  open 
to  the  admission  of  fish,  so  that  splendid  sport  was 
scarcely  to  be  looked  for,  although  I  had  no  reason 
to  complain  of  my  want  of  success,  all  things  taken 
into  consideration. 

From  the  circumstance  of  the  salmon  taking  the 
fly  in  the  stream  immediately  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  when  hooked,  the  fish  not  unfrequently 
made  a  dash  for  the  ocean,  and,  if  successful  in  this 
gallant  attempt,  never  failed  to  snap  the  line  and 
sail  off  in  triumph.  The  impetuosity  with  which 
they  made  their  rush  down  an  exceedingly  rapid, 
rough,  and  rocky  stream  rendered  the  chance  of 
kiUing  much  against  the  angler,  however  scientifi- 
cally he  might  work  his  silvery  captive.  The 
proprietor  informed  me  that  he  has  had  his  line 
broken  three  times  in  one  day  by  this  masterly 
manoeuvre  on  the  part  of  the  fish. 

Sir  Hector  Mackenzie,  father  ofTthe  present 
Baronet,  has  been  known  to  land  upwards  of  thirty 
clean  salmon  in  the  course  of  a  day's  fishing.  In 
the  Ewe,  as  in  the  Ness  and  Beauly,  my  Irish 
friends  were  victorious,  although  the  river  was 
extremely  low,  and  the  water  as  clear  as  crystal. 
The  Gruinyard  is  another  excellent  river  on  the 
west  coast  of  Ross-shire,  and  across  the  hills,  about 
twenty-six  miles  from  the  Ewe.  The  great  draw- 
back to  sportsmen  visiting  the  Gruinyard  is  the 
want  of  accommodation,  there  being  no  place  of 
entertainment  within  many  miles  of  its  banks. 

I  was  fortunate  enough,  through  the  medium  of 
a  letter  of  introduction,  to  find  quarters  at  the 
house  of  a  respectable  sheep-farmer,  a  capital 
angler,  and  who  was  kind  enough  to  point  out  to 
me  the  favourite  haunts  of  the  fish.  On  examining 
my  book,  he  expressed  a  doubt  as  to  my  being  able 
to  do  anything  with  the  Limerick  flies,  "  as  the 
sabnon  were  not  used  to  them,"  and  was  rather 
galvanised  by  my  kilUng  thirteen  salmon  and 
grilses  in  a  day  and  a  half,  at  a  time,  too,  when, 
except  in  the  rapid  throats,  every  rock  and  stone 
in  the  bed  of  the  river  was  visible. 

The  banks  of  the  Gruinyard  are  of  the  wildest, 
but,  strange  to  say,  of  the  most  iminteresting  nature. 
There  are  no  grand  precipices,  no  woods  ;  for  miles, 
in  every  direction,  nothing  but  low,  grey,  rocky 
diminutive  hills  meet  the  eye,  and  convey  an  idea 
of  hopeless  barrenness,  beyond  what  a  stranger  to 
the  district  could  have  imagined  to  exist  on  the 
West  Coast,  which  is  generally  remarkable  for  the 
richness  of  its  pastures  and  the  grandeur  of  its 
scenery 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents, 
55  and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. : — 

26120.  Fishing.  G.  W.  Tarver,  "Mel waters," 
Oulton  Broad,  Suffolk.  Landing-nooses  and  the 
like.  A  landing-device  consists  of  a  ring  carrying 
one  or  more  inwardly  projectLng  hinged  spikes 
which  are  lowered  down  the  line  to  the  fish.  In 
order  to  allow  the  ring  to  be  placed  around  the  line, 
it  is  formed  with  a  hinged  section,  or  with  a  radial 
slot  which  may  be  closed  by  a  sliding  collar.  The 
lowering-Unes  may  be  attached  to  hinged  arms  on 
the  ring. 

9149.  George  Boston,  97,  George "s-street,  Cork, 
Ireland.    Automatic  fishing  wheel. 

9423.  Oliver  Horton,  98,  Buchanan-street,  Glas- 
gow.   Improvement  in  fish  hooks. 
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To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE.— On  and  after  Monday, 
June  1,  1908,  the  Editorial,  Advertisement, 
and  Publishing  Offices  of  the  "  Pishing  Gazette  " 
will  be  at  19,  Adam-street,  Adelphi,  Strand, 
London,  W.C,  where  all  letters  and  other  com- 
munications must  be  sent. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. —  General  Remabks. — The  river  has 
toned  down,  and  is  in  nice  condition  for  trouting. 
I  have,  however,  only  heard  of  one  sizeable  fish 
being  caught,  and  tlaat  was  at  Marlow  by  Mr. 
Pocock.  The  fish  was  a  small  one  of  S^lb.  If  the 
fine,  warm  weather  experienced  early  in  the  week 
only  lasts  a  little  longer  some  good  fish  should  be 
had,  and  I  recommend  Sunbury,  Shepperton,  and 
Marlow  as  good  places  within  easy  reach  of  London. 
Taking  the  river  as  a  whole,  very  few  anglers  have 
been  out  during  the  past  week,  which  partially 
accounts  for  the  absence  of  results. — F.  H. 
Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  water  is  now  running 
in  grand  condition,  the  weather  too  is  right  for 
Thames  trouting.  A  few  anglers  have  been  out, 
and  one  fish  has  been  taken  at  Henlej'  by  Mr.  A. 
Pryke — a  pretty-made  trout  which  I  weighed,  it 
turning  the  scale  at  51b.  12Joz.  Now  is  the  time  to 
"stick  it"  for  those  who  can  get  on  the  river,  as 
the  river  traffic  and  weeds  will  soon  be  in  the  way 
of  the  angler  and  spoil  his  chances.  Trouble  never 
comes  alone.  I  regret  to  say  that  G.  Vaughan,  who 
recently  lost  his  punt  during  the  flood,  has  been  laid 
up  with  the  gout  for  several  days — "  what  luck  !  " — 
Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Twickenham). —  The  water  in  these 
reaches  has  once  more  got  down  to  summer  level 
and  is  fairly  bright,  but  a  fast  stream.  There  is 
plenty  of  fly  on  the  water.  Trout  fishing  should  be 
all  right  higher  up.  I  saw  plenty  of  dace  rising  on 
May  la,  but  have  not  yet  heard  any  report  of  trout 
being  on  the  move.  I  feel  sure  we  shall  see  a  trout 
or  two  here  before  long  if  the  weather  keeps  as  it 
has  been  the  last  day  or  two.  The  question  of  size 
is  another  thing.  Possibly  one  or  two  sizeable  ones 
may  be  taken. — O.  Hancock. 

Slagdon  Lake. — Fishing  return  for  four  days 
ending  May  16: — On  May  13,  Captain  Mitchell,  one 
trout,  31b. ;  Captain  Brinkley,  one,  21b. ;  Mr.  R.  C. 
PhDlips,  one,  31b. ;  Mr.  Elliott,  four,  51b.,  31b.  2oz., 
31b.  lOoz.,  and  21b.  lOoz.  ;  Mr.  J.  Erskine,  one, 
21b.  2oz.  ;  Dr.  Kerfoot,  two,  31b.  and  21b.  4oz.  On 
May  14,  Mr.  Yates,  three,  21b.  15oz.,  31b.,  and  21b. 
On  May  15,  Mr.  A.  Krauss,  one,  31b.  8oz.  ;  Mr. 
H.  W.  Singer,  one,  2Ib.  8oz. ;  Mr.  P.  S.  Allison,  two, 
51b.  12oz.  and  31b.  On  May  16,  Mr.  A.  Krauss, 
four,  21b.  2oz.,  31b.  2oz.,  31b.  2oz.,  and  21b.  ;  Mr. 
P.  S.  Allison,  three,  31b.,  3lb.  12oz.,  and  31b.  lOoz.  ; 
Mr.  Blankley,  two,  31b.  2oz.  and  21b.  4oz. ;  Mr. 
Scott,  one,  21b.  Several  trout  weighing  21b.  and 
under  were  returned  to  the  water. — Donald  Cabb. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — There  is  an  indica- 
tion that  fine  weather  has  settled  in.  A  few  trout 
have  been  taken  by  Messrs.  Salisbury,  Thacker,  and 
H.  T.  Distin,  and  Mrs.  J.  Edmonds,  while  Mr. 
Townsend  had  one  which  weighed  over  l|lb.  Few 
salmon  have  been  had  at  the  weir,  but  several  truff 
have  been  taken.  At  Dittisham  small  catches  are 
recorded,  but  very  little  is  being  done  at  Stoke 
Gabriel. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.  —  There  were  a  good 
number  of  rods  on  the  Exe,  Culm,  Otter,  and  Yeo 
the  early  part  of  last  week.  The  end  of  the  week 
saw  the  streams  flooded,  and  only  wormers  had 
any  sport.  Near  Thorverton  and  Brampford,  on 
the  Exe,  some  capital  salmon  have  been  landed. 
Some  good  salmon  fishing  has  been  had  on  the 
Ockment,  Torridge,  and  Lew,  and  a  splendid 
specimen  was  taken  by  Mr.  C.  Gotto  on 
May  14.  Some  good  baskets  of  trout  have 
been  secured  on  the  Carey  and  Blagdon  Lake. 
In  the  higher  reaches  of  the  Teign  some  fair  catches 
of  trout  are  recorded.  Some  bass  have  been  had  in 
the  Yealm  estuary.  A  191b.  conger  was  caught 
off  the  Hotel  pier  at  Newton  Ferrers.  On  the  Tavy, 
on  May  16,  at  Bertha  pool,  Capt.  R.  G.  Roe,  R.N., 
captured  a  sahnon  weighing  261b. — Devoniajst. 

Elan  Reservoirs. —  There  has  been  a  slight 
falling  off  in  the  number  of  visitors  to  these  waters 
during  the  past  week.  The  total  catch  has  been 
112  trout  {541b.  7oz.) ;  thirty-one  (191b.  2oz.)  were 
taken  in  Cabancoch,  eighteen  {81b.  loz.)  in  Gar- 
regddu,  twenty-one  (121b.)  in  Penygarreg,  and 
forty -two  (151b.  4oz.)  in  Graig-goch. — W.  B.  H. 

Esk  (Whitby). — As  a  result  of  the  continued  im- 
provement in  the  weather  conditions,  angling  opera- 
tions have  proceeded  fairly  actively  during  the  past 


week,  and  though  a  record  of  the  takes  is  not  to  hand 
at  the  time  of  writing,  a  fair  number  of  trout  are 
stated  to  have  been  taken  upon  various  parts  of  the 
river  during  the  week.  Prospects  continue  favourable 
for  angling  during  the  coming  week,  and  the  water 
bids  fair  to  remain  in  nice  angling  condition.  Sea 
angling  has  received  the  attention  of  numerous 
enthusiasts  during  the  week,  and  fair  baskets  of 
mixed  fish  have  been  taken  from  the  piers,  whilst  in 
the  otKng  like  results  have  been  obtained. — J. 
Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Some  salmon  have 
been  caught  n  the  Exe,  and  anglers  in  the  upper 
portion  of  the  river  have  been  successful  in  capturing 
a  few  salmon  and  trout.  The  Culmstock  Otter 
Hounds  have  been  having  some  good  sport  in  the 
Otter.  A  large  company  of  ladies  and  gentlemen 
were  present,  and  one  otter — -a  fine  one  of  about 
221b. — gave  the  field  an  exciting  one  and  a  half 
hour's  sport.  Bass  are  now  being  caught  at  night 
at  Exmouth.  and  smaller  ones  and  flatfish  in  the 
Bight.  At  Strait  Point,  on  May  19,  some  fine 
pollack  were  caught  by  anglers  in  boats.  Weather 
fine. — Red  Palmeb. 

Lake  Vyrnwy. — Since  my  last  report  the  lake 
has  again  been  frequently  agitated  with  rising  fish 
— chiefly  morning  and  evening — and  some  good 
baskets  continue  to  be  made,  though  they  take 
some  getting.  Mr.  Crawshay  Ralston,  a  skilful 
angler  and  stranger  on  these  waters,  following  up 
his  success  of  last  week,  has  done  remarkably  well, 
having  taken  forty-seven  from  the  lake  and  eighty- 
two  from  the  streams,  his  best  day  being  Monday 
with  a  very  even  lot  of  twenty  from  the  lake,  up 
to  1  lb.  each.  On  May  12  and  14,  Mr.  Bourke's 
catch  of  twenty-six  included  some  very  pretty  fish 
of  1  lb.  and  over.  Colonel  Sandwith,  Majors 
Morton  and  Bell,  Captain  Meakin,  Messrs.  Hart, 
Clapham,  Latch,  Maxwell,  Holder,  Bradford, 
Kennedy,  and  Standen  have  also  brought  in  some 
nice  conditioned  fish.  Best  flies  :  Small  specimens 
of  Claret  and  Teal  and  Black  Gnat. — Long  Drift. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — More  rain  has  fallen 
and  refreshed  the  rivers,  which  are  in  good  order, 
and  trout  fishers  will  soon  be  looking  for  the  May 
Fly,  of  which  there  is  often  a  capital  show  on  the 
Lea,  Beane,  Mimram,  and  other  streams.  The 
weather  of  late  has  been  better  for  trout-fishing, 
but  to-day  (May  20)  more  rain  threatens  as  I  write. 
Among  the  trout  captured  in  the  Lea  during  the 
past  week  has  been  a  fine  fish  of  nearly  51b.,  landed 
at  Hertford  by  Mr.  H.  BuUmore,  jun.  A  brace  of 
trout,  scaling  41b.  12oz.,  has  fallen  to  the  rod  of 
Mr.  Walls,  fishing  the  Beane.  Chub,  pike,  and 
perch  are  taking  trout  anglers'  lures,  and  are  being 
duly  returned.  The  Lea  and  its  tributaries  reopen 
for  dace  fishing  on  June  16. — Izaajk  Walton. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
trout  streams  are  in  capital  order  for  fly-fishing. 
There  has  been  a  great  change  in  the  weather,  and 
the  fish  have  been  more  inclined  to  rise.  Some 
fair  sport  has  been  had.  Prospects  for  next  week 
are  good  with  Blue  Dun,  Little  Brown,  Yellow  Dun, 
Little  Blue,  Cowdung  Fly,  and  Orl.  — Gwynne. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). —  Trout  fishing, 
though  improving,  is  nothing  to  boast  of.  The  time 
of  basketfuls  is  gone,  and  one  has  to  be  content 
with  two  or  three  brace  after  hard  and  skilful  work. 
On  May  1 6  the  river  was  full  and  highly  coloured, 
but  fish  moved  fairly  well,  one  rod  took  three  brace 
on  the  Rolle  estate  water  to  dry  fiy — good  fish, 
averaging  three-quarters  of  a  pound.  On  May  18 
and  19,  the  Black  Gnat  was  on  the  water,  and  some 
good  fish  were  taken,  but  no  very  free  rise  has  as 
yet  taken  place.  The  water,  at  time  of  reporting, 
is  perfect  for  fly. — Hebon. 

Plymouth. — The  rivers  are  in  first-class  condition. 
There  are  still  some  salmon  in  the  pools  of  the  Tavy, 
and  the  peal  are  running  up  in  the  other  rivers  also. 
In  the  Dart  some  good  baskets  of  trout  have  been 
taken,  and  the  salmon  are  above  Dartmeet.  The 
last  freshet  enabled  these  fish  to  run  up  all  the 
rivers. — ^William  Heabdeb. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — 
We  have  a  most  welcome  change  in  the  weather, 
warm  and  summerlike,  with  southerly  winds, 
ideal  anglers'  weather.  The  Ouse  has  jseen  well 
patronised  and  a  few  trout  taken  from  the  upper 
reaches,  but  the  majority  were  under  1  lb.  A 
nice  fish  of  21b.  4oz.  was  taken  on  Monday  by  a 
juvenile  angler  from  near  the  black  brook  with 
a  hazel  stick,  some  string  and  a  worm.  At 
Barcombe  Mills  on  May  17  eel  fishing  was  the 
order  of  the  day,  good  bags  resulting.  From 
the  West  Sussex  streams  trout  up  to  21b.  3oz. 
have  been  taken ;  three  and  a  half  brace  were 
secured  by  a  couple  of  rods,  principally  with  fly. 
The  harbour  fishing  has  improved.  Recently  a 
local  angler  took  twenty-two  dozen  smelt  at  one 
tide.  Plenty  of  bass  are  in  the  harbour,  several 
have  been  taken,  but  nothing  over  about  8oz. 
With  the  advent  of  bass  the  smelt  seem  to  have 
departed. — George  F.  Salter. 


Taw  (N.  Devon). — Rivers  have  been  in  good 
order  since  my  last  report,  but  fish  have  not  been 
feeding  freely.  I  have  heard  of  two  catches  of 
nineteen  and  forty-eight  with  the  Pink  Badger, 
which  at  this  season  of  the  year  kills  in  many  rivers. 
I  heard  of  fifty-one  being  killed  at  Ljmmouth, 
besides  many  smaller  dishes  with  the  worm. 
Salmon  with  rod  have  not  been  plentiful.  The  nets- 
itien  have  taken  some  good  fish,  but  not  up  to  the 
average.  There  is  no  good  outlook  yet  for  warm 
weather,  but  the  rivers  will,  without  any  more 
downfalls,  hold  out  for  a  month. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  is  running  in  good 
order  for  either  fly  or  bottom  fishing.  The  weather 
has  turned  fine,  and  with  the  bright  sunshine  more 
flies  are  coming  on  the  water.  More  anglers 
have  been  out  this  week  than  for  some  time,  and 
they  have  used  Blue  Dun,  Little  Brown,  Orl,  Red 
Spinner,  Cowdung  Fly,  and  Yellow  Dun.  Bottom 
fishing  with  worm  has  been  successful.  Minnow 
fishing  in  early  morning  has  accounted  for  large 
trout.  The  Oakly  Park  water  has  been  fished  this 
week  and  some  fair-sized  trout  landed.  In  this 
part  of  the  river  prospects  are  better  than  last  year. 
On  Monday  evening,  near  Ludf  ord,  an  angler  landed 
a  trout,  1  lb.  lOoz.,  with  worm. — S.  Ludlow. 

Test,  etc. — Owing  to  weed  cutting  being  general 
but  few  rods  have  been  out  this  week.  Those  who 
have  fished  have  done  fairly  well,  one  rod,  on 
May  16,  catching  thirteen  fish  with  an  Olive  Dun 
weighing  from  31b.  down  to  a  little  above  1  lb.  On 
May  18  and  19,  fly  came  on  before  9  a.m.,  little 
doing  diu-ing  the  middle  of  the  day.  To-day  (May 
20)  there  was  a  good  rise  in  the  afternoon  in  one 
part  of  the  river,  but  some  of  the  fish  were  bulging. 
On  Monday  there  was  a  good  evening  rise,  but  no 
fish  moved  last  evening. — Olive  Dun. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — For  the  past  week  the  weather  has  been 
all  in  the  angler's  favour,  and  at  the  time  of  writing 
(Tuesday)  the  water  in  our  northern  streams  is  at 
a  nice  height  and  in  good  fishing  condition.  There 
has  been  a  good  rise  of  fish,  but  sport  has  been  very 
variable.  Some  fairly  good  baskets  have  been  made 
with  worm  and  fly,  the  best  results  being  obtained 
with  the  latter.  Mr.  Palmer,  fishing  the  Coquet 
above  Rothby,  over  the  week-end,  landed  over  fifty 
trout  with  fiy,  the  best  killing  patterns  being  Iron 
Blue  Dun  and  Male  March  Brown.  Mr.  Norman 
Temple,  fishing  on  the  Corbridge  water  on  May  15, 
had  a  basket  of  eight  nice  trout ;  these  were  cap- 
tured with  Dunn's  Fancy,  and  scaled  over  a  quarter 
of  a  pound  each.  The  Derwent  is  in  good  fishing 
order  at  present.  Mr.  Bedson,  fishing  that  portion 
of  the  river  above  the  Sneep  on  May  16,  sucotessfuUy 
captured  eight  trout,  the  lure  being  fly — a  dressing 
of  Ilofifland's  Fancy.  On  Mr.  Swinburn's  private 
water  at  Netherby,  Mr.  M.  Theon  landed  the  first 
sea-trout  of  the  season,  and  Mr.  Green  was  unfor- 
tunate in  losing  another.  The  nets  in  the  Solway 
have  landed  a  number  of  sea-trout  during  the  past 
week,  which  is  evidently  a  good  sign  of  these  fish 
running. — Henry  A.  Murton. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  river  has  now  settled  down  in 
excellent  condition,  and  also  the  weather,  and  good 
sport  has  been  obtained.  On  May  12,  Mr.  P.  Rad- 
cliffe,  one  salmon,  15;}lb.,  in  Pencarreg ;  Mr.  Beasley, 
one,  171b,,  on  his  private  water.  May  13,  Mr. 
Tristram,  one,  141b.,  in  the  Signs  ;  Mr.  P.  Radcllffe, 
one,  161b.,  in  the  Whibbs ;  Mr.  Bentinck,  two,  161b. 
and  17Ib.,  in  Parker's  Hole  ;  Mr.  Pryce  Jenkins,  one, 
7 Jib. ;  Mr.  C.  Cartwright,  one,  151b.,  in  the  Lower 
Pandy  ;  Dr.  Hackett,  one,  121b.,  in  Prioress.  May  14, 
Mr.  C.  Cartwright,  one,  26Jlb.,  in  Parker's  Hole; 
Mr.  J.  Pitt,  one,  131b.,  in  Prioress  Flat;  Mr.  J.  M. 
Mordaunt,  one,  221b.,  in  the  Whibbs;  Mr.  P.  Rad- 
cliffe,  one,  171b.,  in  Pencarreg.  May  18,  Mr.  J.  M. 
Mordaunt,  two,  9Jlb.  and  20lb.,  in  the  Bindings; 
Mr.  Pryce  Jenkins,  one. — T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  The 
heavy  downpour  of  rain  we  had  on  May  14  so  rose 
these  rivers  that  fly  fishing  for  the  week-end  anglers 
was  almost  put  a  stop  to,  as  these  rivers  were  nearly 
bank  full.  Since  May  18,  a  nice  few  fish 
have  been  caught,  those  gentlemen  who  have 
fished  the  Wye  taking  three  to  five  and  six 
brace  of  nice  trout.  The  higher  portions  of  the 
Derwent  also  yielded  baskets  ranging  from  two  to 
six  and  seven  brace,  mostly  from  the  Hathersage 
and  Chatsworth  fisheries.  Trout  are  feeding  well 
now.  The  Darleydale  Club's  water,  although 
rather  high  for  fly  fishing,  has  afforded  its 
members  a  nice  few  fish,  which  are  much 
improved  in  condition.  The  Matlock  and  Crom- 
ford  Angling  Association's  water  a  few  good 
trout  in  the  Matlockdale  length.  Mr.  Dale  and  Mr. 
Newbold  have  taken  several  nice  trout  each  by 
swimming  the  worm  and  also  with  ants'  eggs.  The 
latter  bait  is  the  best  that  can  be  used.  This  water 
below  Cromford  still  keeps  very  high,  only  a  few 
places  are  fishable  with  the  fly. — Dotterel. 

Wye  (Upper). — Close,  thundery  weather  has  been 
against  trout  angling  in  the  Upper  Wye.  Small 
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lots  of  trout  have  been  taken  during  the  week  by 
local  anglers.  Mr.  Holbrook  and  Mr.  Armstrong 
have  had  good  sport  among  the  Wye  salmon. 
During  the  week  they  accounted  for  fish  of  26|^lb., 
15Jlb.,  161b.,  and  2dlb.  respectively.  On  May  iS 
Mr.  Armstrong  hooked  a  30-pounder,  but  failed  to 
land  it.  A  large  number  of  salmon  have,  during 
the  week  ending  May  16,  been  taken  in  the  Wye  at 
Builth  Wells.  The  total  catch  has  been  fifty-nine 
fish,  scaling  1120Jlb. ;  thirty-eight  (THJlb.)  were 
taken  below  Builth  Bridge  and  twenty-one  (4061b.) 
above.  They  were  all,  however,  landed  within 
seven  miles  of  Builth  Bridge.  Mr.  S.  Allen  has 
killed  two  pike  in  the  Wye  at  Builth  ;  largest  21  fib., 
the  other  5lb.— W.  B.  H. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Oiise, 
etc.  (Yorks). — In  the  waters  of  the  Hawes  Angling 
Association  some  nice  baskets  of  trout  have  been 
got  with  fly,  worm,  and  minnow.  In  the  districts  of 
Wensley  and  Middleham  sport  has  varied,  but  in 
some  instances  one  or  two  nice  baskets  have  been 
got.  At  Cover  Bridge  a  few  anglers  htive  had 
sport.  In  one  of  the  tributary  streams  Mr.  R.  W. 
Colling  killed  a  basketful  of  trout  on  May  18, 
with  the  Miller's  Thumb.  In  the  lower  districts 
sport  has  varied,  owing  to  the  water  rising  from  the 
rainfall.  The  Wharfe  has  also  been  freshened  up. 
At  Kilnsey  sport  has  been  fair,  and  some  nice  fish 
taken  with  the  fiy.  At  Grassington,  Burnsall, 
Bolton  Woods,  also  Ilkley,  some  very  nice  aport  has 
been  had.  At  Otley  and  Pool  a  fair  number  of  anglers 
have  been  out,  and  anglers  fishing  the  waters  of  the 
Leeds  Amalgamation  have  found  sport  fairly  good. 
Mr.  J.  H.  R.  Bazley,  fishing  on  May  16,  got  a  dozen 
nice  trout  weighing  71b.  The  Swale  has  been  in 
nice  trim,  and  in  the  upper  reaches  sport  has  been 
fairly  good.  Mr.,  F.  Atkinson  got  one  weighing 
21b.  12oz.  The  Stone  Fly  Creeper  is  killing  well 
now,  and  if  the  present  high  temperature  con- 
tinues the  Stone  Fly  will  hatch  out  very  shortly. 
An  advance  guard  or  two  has  been  picked 
up  here  and  there  by  myself  and  other  anglers. 
The  following  flies  are  the  best,  and  are  killing  : 
Iron  Blue  Dun  (Dark  Watchet),  Yellow  Legged 
Bloa,  Yellow  and  Orange  Partridges  with  and  with- 
out tinsel, and  Yellow  Dotterel. — John  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Beauly  and  Coxion. — Out  from  the  Lovat  Arms 
Hotel  on  May  12,  Mr.  G.  S.  Gibbons  creeled  four 
salmon,  141b.,  9lb.,  and  two  of  81b.  each,  on  the 
Falls  Beat.  On  May  13,  fishing  the  Home  Beat, 
Mr.  Gibbons  landed  two  salmon  of  81b.  each.  On 
May  14,  fishing  the  Falls  Beat,  he  landed  one  of  91b. 
On  May  15,  fishing  the  Home  water,  he  had  two  of 
101b.  and  81b.,  and  on  May  16,  on  the  Home  Beat, 
a  fresh-run  salmon  of  9^1b.  During  the  thirteen 
days  he  fished,  Mr.  Gibbons  landed  twenty-six 
salmon.  In  the  tidal  waters  the  same  good  results 
continue  to  be  had  by  the  Moniack  Castle  rod,  the 
sea-trout  running  very  freely  and  giving  excellent 
sport.  The  best  basket  was  one  of  sixteen  trout, 
scaling  151b.  8oz.  (heaviest,  21b.  2oz.).  Conon. — The 
results  of  angling  on  the  Conon  were  somewhat 
adversely  affected  by  the  dry  winds  which  swept 
over  the  pools,  and  lowered  the  water  a  good  deal. 
Nevertheless,  on  the  lower  reaches,  comprising  the 
water  up  to  the  head  of  Scatwell  Beat,  ten  salmon, 
as  well  as  several  good  baskets  of  sea  [and  brown 
trout,  were  landed.  In  the  tidal  pools,  below  the 
Railway  Bridge,  those  of  the  local  anglers  who  had 
permission  from  Colonel  Stewart  Mackenzie,  of 
Seaf  orth,  brought  in  a  few  good  baskets  of  sea  and 
brown  trout.  Fish  are  reported  to  be  running  very 
well,  and  given  a  day  or  two  of  genial  rain  the 
expectations  of  a  good  grilse  season  are  exceedingly 
rosy. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Rivers  now  in  good 
form,  weather  much  warmer,  and  sea-trout  are 
now  running.  On  Saturday,  May  16,  in  Langholm 
water,  J.  Robinson,  one  sea-trout,  l^lb.,  also  a 
yello w trout,!  1  lb.;  Irving,  one  sea-trout,  1  lb.,  and 
some  yellow  trout.  Mr.  Millar,  one  sea- trout,  l^lb. 
Messrs.  J.  Graham  and  L.  W.  Witherston  had  each 
baskets  of  yellow  trout.  Mr.  Belford  had  the  earliest 
sea-trout  on  record  at  the  beginning  of  last  week. 
On  the  Liddle,  Mr.  Mitchell  had  eight  sea-trout 
from  1  lb.  to  21b.  ;  Mr.  E.  Sharp,  Canonbie,  had 
twenty-eight,  seven  of  ipb.  each.  The  weather 
continues  showery,  and  rivers  in  capital  order. 
— ^W.  Douglas. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — The  rains  have  im- 
proved the  condition  of  the  waters,  which  have  at 
times  been  of  a  rich  dark  brown  and  yet  in  order 
for  fly.  Spring  salmon  are  still  shy,  yellow  trout 
are  improving  in  condition,  and  the  first  sea-trout 
in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Esk  has  been  caught. 
For  sea-trout  the  best  flies  are  Snipe  and  Woodcock, 
Starling  and  Quill,  and  Jackson's  Special  has  got 
several  sea-trout  in  the  Solway  rivers.  The  good 
flood  at  last  week-end  allowed  the  sea- trout  to  run. 
May  9  accounted  for  the  first  sea-trout  in  the 


upper  waters  of  the  Esk-,  caught  at  Bentpath  by 
Mr.  R.  Belford,  above  Langholm,  close  to  Fiddleton. 
The  weight  of  the  trout  was  1  lb.,  which  promises 
well,  as  in  the  Solway  they  are  running  from  l^lb. 
up  to  51b.  In  this  late  season,  too,  Mr.  G.  Raine 
and  two  friends  basketed  fifty-seven  yellow  trout 
in  Langholm  water  with  minnow  ;  Mr.  W.  Weather- 
stone,  eleven  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  J.  Graham,  twelve  ; 
Mr.  E.  W.  Bateman,  Eskdale  Hotel,  ten  yellow 
trout  below  Langholm ;  Mr.  D."'  Glendinning, 
Glasgow,  had  a  dozen  yellow  trout  in  Ewes.  Salmon 
are  yet  bad  to  catch  in  the  upper  waters,  but  a 
goodly  number  of  sea-trout  have  got  up  and  sport 
is  promising.    Mr.  G.  Raine,  Carlisle,  and  Messrs. 

F.  Forster  and  E.  Jamieson,  Carlisle,  had  excellent 
baskets  of  yellow  trout  in  Langholm  water.  Mr. 
Alex.  Thompson  caught  a  yellow  trout  of  IJlb. 
in  Langholm  water.  Yellow  trout  are  being 
caught  in  Canonbie  water  by  the  dozen  by 
various  anglers,' local  and  visitors. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardg'ay,  N.B.). — The 
weather  has  been  very  bright  and  dry  for  about  ten 
days,  but  the  melting  snow  on  the  inland  mountains 
has  kept  the  river  in  fair  volume.  On  May  13,  Mr. 
C.  E.  Lambert  landed  two  salmon  of  71b.  and  81b. 
on  the  Gruinards  water.    On  the  same  date,  Mr. 

G.  T.  Crompton  caught  an  '  eight-pounder  on  the 
AmatVater.  On  May  14,  Mr.  C.  E.  Lambert  had 
one  of  81b.  on  the  Gruinards  water.  On  May  18, 
Mr.  Corbett  and  party  landed  one  on  the  Glencalvie 
water. — B. 

Inchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland). — On  May  9, 

Admiral  Walker,  on  Loanan,  eleven  trout,  51b.  On 
May  11,  Admiral  Walker,  on  Awe,  eleven,  71b.; 
Mr.  E.  S.  Webb,  on  Assynt,  three,  21b.  On  May  12, 
Mr.  E.  S.  Webb,  on  Head  Assynt,  three  trout,  21b., 
and  one  salmon,  7|^lb. ;  Captain  Walker,  on  Skaig, 
two  trout,  IJlb.  On  May  13,  Admiral  Walker,  on 
Awe,  eleven,  51b.  ;  Mrs.  Walker,  on  Awe,  three, 
lilhJ;  Captain  Walker,  on  Hill  Lochs,  five,  2|lb. 
On  May  14,  Admiral  Walker,  on  Inver,  eleven,  71b. ; 
Captain  Walker,  on  Inver,  five,  41b. ;  Mrs.  Walker, 
on  Inver,  five,  31b.  On  May  15,  Mrs.  Walker,  on 
Loanan,  two,  1  Jib.  ;  Admiral  Walker,  on  Mid  Assynt, 
one,  21b.;  Mr.  E.  S.Webb,  on  Head  Assynt,  one, 
l^lb.  On  May  16,  Mr.  E.  S.  Webb,  on  Inver, 
two,  21b. ;  Captain  Walker,  on  Assynt,  two,  5ilb. 
heaviest,  41b.). — W.  W. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland  (Bonarbridge,  If.B.). — 
During  the  past  week  sport  in  sea-trout  angling  was 
very  disappointing. — B. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland  (Invershin,  N.B.). — 
The  cold  -east  wind  has  been  most  adverse  to 
angling.  Mr.  J.  Cameron,  fishing  from  the  Station 
Hotel,  had  five  sea-trout,  averaging  over  IJlb.,  and 
Mr.  Wm.  Urquhart,  Tain,  six,  from  1  lb.  to  31b.  each. 
At  the  beginning  of  this  week  prospects  promising. 
— B. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — The  weather  con- 
tinues changeable.  Sport  has  been  rather  better 
than  during  the  previous  week,  but  is  under  average 
for  the  season.  Mr.  JamesJLaird,  Glasgow,  had.ten 
trout,  81b. ;  Mr.  W.  Barry,  Witchenham,  Norfolk, 
has  been  going  out  daily.  His  best  catch  was 
twenty-four  trout,  231b.  8oz.,  all  captured  with 
fly ;  Mr.  Malcolm  Fraser,  Glasgow,  seven  trout,  71b. ; 
Mr.  Anderson  and  Mr.  Beaumont,  Edinburgh, 
twelve  trout,  101b.  8oz.  Mrs.  Grieve,  Edinburgh, 
eight  trout,  81b.  The  following  were  the  first  prize 
winners  at  club  competitions  held  during  the 
week : — Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  Perth,  at  the  Kinross- 
shire  Club  competition,  five  trout,  41b.  12oz.  Mr. 
W.  Ballingali,  Dundee  Club,  nine  trout,  81b.  13oz. 
The  heaviest  trout  captured  at  [this  competition 
weighed  21b.  8Joz. — R.  B.  Laing.  ' 

Loch  Ness  (Douglas  Hotel). — On  May  14  Mr. 
R,  M.  Cameron  landed  a  salmon,  61b.,  and  on 
May  18  one,  8|lb.,  both  clean  run ;  also  on  May  16, 
ten  trout,  61b.,  with  fiy.— R.  C. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— On  May  12,  Mr. 
R.  C.  Burton,  Cheltenham,  one  salmon,  171b.  ;  on 
May  13,  one,  181b.  ;  on  May  14,  one,  201b.  ;  and  on 
May  15,  one,  191b.  On  May  15,  Mr.  H.  Knight,  ten 
trout,  5-|lb. ;  Mr.  P.  Ross,  sixteen,  8|lb.  On  May  16, 
Mr.  C.  McKay,  six,  61b.  On  May  18,  Messrs.  C. 
Willison  and  Grieve,  ten,  51b. ;  Mr.  C.  McKay,  six, 
4ilb.  (one,  lilb.).— H.  J.  Knight. 

Lyon  (Fortingall  Hotel).— On  May  13,  Mr. 
Liddell,  Sussex,  one  salmon,  171b.  On  May  14, 
Macnaughton,  keeper,  one  salmon,  8Jlb.  On 
May  13,  Mr.  WUliamson,  Glasgow,  six  trout,  4pb.  ; 
Mr.  Macgregor,  Edinburgh,  sixteen,  71b.  On 
May  18,  Messrs.  Burn  and  Murray,  Dundee, 
thirteen,  91b.  two  heaviest  weighed  31b.  and  21b. ; 
Mr.  Woodward,  Liverpool,  two,  1  lb. ;  Mr.  Brooks- 
bank,  Newton-le- Willows,  one,  Iflb.  On  May  19, 
Mr.  Burns,  four,  l|^lb. — R.  Stewart. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).  —  On 
May  5,  Mr.  J ackson  landed  two  salmon  on  Beat 
No.  2  ;  Mr.  Meek,  one  on  No.  3  ;  the  Rhefail  Lodge 
rods  two  on  No.  4 ;  and  Mr.  Gill,  two  (one  181b.)  on 
No.  1 ;  Mr.  Gill  three  on  No.  1  and  one  on  No.  2 ; 


Mr.  Gill,  jun.,  two,  on  No.  2.  On  May  7,  Mr.  Gill, 
one  on  No.  2,  and  Mr.  Gill,  jun.,  a  31b.  grilse  (first 
of  the  season),  on  No.  3.  On  May  8,  Mr.  J.  Ogilvie, 
two,  on  No.  1,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Ogilvie  one  on 
No.  2.  On  May  9,  Mr.  Thos.  Ogilvie,  one,  on  No.  3, 
and  Mr.  J.  R.  Meek  one,  27IIj.,  on  No.  1.  On 
May  11,  Mr.  J.  Ogilvie,  one  salmon  on  No.  3,  and 
Mr.  J.  R.  Meek,  Skelpick,  four,  on  No.  1.  On 
May  12,  Messrs.  Gill,  Meek,  and  T.  Ogilvie  one  each 
on  No8.  1,  2,  and  5  respectively,  and  Mr.  Jackson 
one  on  private  water.  On  May  13,  Messr-^.  Griffiths, 
J.  R.  Meek,  Jackson,  and  .1.  R.  Ogilvie  had  a 
salmon  each  on  Beats  1,  3,  4,  and  5  respectively; 
Mr.  W.  A.  Meek  got  one  on  private  water,  and  Mr. 
Gill  two  on  No.  2.  On  May  14,  Mr.  J.  R.  Meek 
one  on  private  water  and  Mr.  Ogilvie  an  18-pounder 
on  Beat  No.  6.  On  May  15,  Mr.  J.  Ogilvie  one  on 
No.  1,  and  Mr.  J.  R.  Meek  three  on  No.  5.  On 
May  16,  Mr.  J.  Ogilvie  one  on  Beat  No.  2. — B. 

North  of  Scotland. — Deb,  Don,  etc. — Excep- 
tionally bright  sport  was  got  last  week  on  Lord 
Penrhyn's,  Mr.  Hay's  and  Capt.  Quintin  Dick's 
waters,  at  Banchory,  but  the  best  of  it  passed  into 
the  hands  of  the  gillies,  except  on  Woodend,  where 
Captain  Dick  made  up  his  score  to  seventy-eight. 
As  the  fish  are  sold  that  are  caught  by  the  gillies, 
it  would  be  infra  dig,  to  notice  them  further  than 
to  say  that  most  of  them  fell  about  sundown.  On. 
the  TiUiebouries  section  Capt.  Ewing  had  seven 
fish  for  the  week  and  three  on  Saturday.  On  the 
Durris  section  Mr.  Meakin  had  twenty,  up  to  201b., 
and  Mr.  Baird's  keeper  similar  successes  On  Kin- 
cardine Lodge  water  Miss  Pickering  creeled  a  beauty 
of  1741b.,  a  good  closing  to  a  very  indifierent  spring, 
otherwise.  On  Dess  waters  Major  Davidson's  tenant 
had  sixteen  for  the  week,  all  nice  fish.  On  the 
Huntley  Arrns  Hotel  water  Mr.  Hardie  had  two  on 
May  14,  and  several  others  up  to  221b.,  while  Col. 
Silem  had  three  heaviest,  19-|lb.,  and  Col.  Hark- 
ness  and  Major  Bethune  one  and  two  every 
other  day.  Sport  is  not  very  bright  on 
the  upper  Dee  waters.  On  the  tidal  reaches 
Capt.  Arthur  had  the  extraordinary  basket  of  forty 
fish  weighing  201b.  on  Thursday  last.  This  excep- 
tional run  ot  sport  was  all  done  under  three  hours, 
and  is  a  record  for  the  Dee  or  Don.  Dr.  Rid- 
dell,  V.O.,  has  been  angling  the  Grandholm  section 
with  ifair  success.  On  the  Pitmidden  and  Kintore 
waters  fair  sport  has  been  had  to  the  dry- 
fly — chiefly  Greenwell's  Glory — but  otherwise  the 
trout  are  off  the  rise.  The  temperature  of 
the  water  is  much  below  normal,  and  till  a  freshen- 
ing shower  comes  matters  will  not  improve. 
Ythan. — The  tidal  reaches  on  Thursday  last  (May 
14)  jdelded  Dr.  Fowler,  Ellon,  some  forty  finnock 
and  sea-trout — the  record  catch  for  years  back — 
but  otherwise  sport  has  been  poor.  On  the  coast 
a  good  head  of  salmon  are  running  the  Dee  and 
Spey,  but  nowhere  else,  and  grilse  are  conspicuous 
by  their  absence.  There  were  only  six  on  the  slabs 
of  the  Aberdeen  market  on-  Tuesday,  when  there 
should  have  been  at  least  sixty.  There  is  time  yet, 
but  tacksmen  are  in  a  somewhat  despondent  state, 
and  fear  another  failure. — G.  M. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — On  May  6,  Mr.  Lees 
landed  one  salmon,  91b.  On  May  7,  Colonel  Ruther- 
ford, one  of  181b.  On  May  8,  the  same  angler 
landed  a  12-pounder,  and  on  May  9,  two  of  81b. 
and  71b.  On  May  11,  ]\Ir.  Lees  two  of  101b.  and 
91b.  ;  and  Colonel  Rutherford,  one  of  281b.,  and 
on  May  12  he  had  two  of  261b.  and  191b.  On 
May  13,  Mr.  Lees,  two  of  91b.  and  11  lb.,  and  on 
May  14,  he  had  two  of  91b.  and  71b.  On  May  15, 
Mr.  Lees,  two  of  181b.  and  81b.,  and  Colonel  Ruther- 
ford, one  of  25lb.  On  May  16,  Mr.  Lees  landed  one 
of  71b.— B. 

South,  of  Scotland. — In  the  lower  stretches  of 
the  Annan  Mr.  R.  Graham,  on  May  16,  landed  a 
clean-run  salmon  of  61b.,  and  on  the  same  date,  in 
the  Brevt-ery  stream,  he  had  a  sea- trout,  1  lb.  15oz. 
Mr.  Wield,  on  May  15,  one  sea-trout  and  three  burn 
trout.  Mr.  Ritchie,  one  of  21b.  In  the  Mount 
Annan  water  Mr.  Andrew  Bell  landed  one  sea-trout 
on  May  15.  On  the  Hoddom  Castle  water,  on 
Mayj  18,  a  few  yellow  trout  were  taken  with  fly. 
Mr.  Smith,  one  sea-trout  and  a  creel  of  yellow  trout. 
Mr.  Rae  took  one  sea-trout.  The  Murraythwaite 
portion  is  in  the  best  of  order.  In  the  Jardine  Hall 
Water  a  local  angler  had  one  sea-trout,  and  one 
or  two  have  fallen  to  the  rods  on  the  Halleaths 
part.  The  Nith  and  Catrn. — In  the  higher  Cairn 
a  few  rods  had  a  number  of  yellow  trout  on  May  16. 
In  the  Upper  Nithsdale  waters  Mr.  Esvart  hadafew. 
The  Gallow.iy  Ri%'eks  and  Lochs  are  in  moderate 
order,  but  trout  have  not  been  rising  freely.  The 
Kirkcudbrightshire  Dee  and  the  Fleet  of  Gate- 
house are  also  in  fairly  good  order.  Ayrshire 
RiVEBS  and  Lochs.  —  Angling  has  greatly 
improved  in  the  Ayrshire  district.  Loch  Doon 
has  been  largely  patronised  during  the  past 
fortnight,  and  some  nice  sport  obtained.  !Mr. 
Gibson  smd  another  rod  had  twenty-seven  yellow 
trout.  Mr.  Campbell  had  thirty-one,  and  ilr.  Wyllie 
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MAY  FLIES 

SIX  CHAMPION  PATTERNS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 


Suitable  Patterns  for 
various  districts  sent 
to  any  of  our  clients 
on  application. 


THE  FLEXIBLE  BODIED  MAY. 

(PROTECTEI).) 


THE  FIELD. 

THE  POLAR,  THE  KENNET,  &  AGNETAS  (2  Patterns) 

ARE   I»ItO\nEl>  KIX^UERS. 

TESTIMONIAL. 

Chambees  Road,  Southpobt,  May  lith,  1908. 
SiES,— You  sent  me  some  very  efiective  May  Plies  last  season  for  the  River 
Tem.  Kindly  forward  me  a  similar  selection  by  return.  I  enclose  remittance.— J.  A. 

The  Multum-in-Papvo  Trout  Rod  Z      Z      ...      ...  21/- 

The  Perfection  Built  Cane  Multum,  9  ft.  and  10  ft.  45/- 

OGDEIUCOTFORD 

PITTVILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM. 

 NINE   GOLD,    SILVER,    AND   OTHER  AWARDS. 


WYERS  FRERES 


SOLE 
EUROPEAN  AGENTS 


PATENT  'MEEK' 
CASTING  REEL, 

Price  32/-  each. 


^  ~  STRONG.       SIMPLE.  ACCURATE. 

SPECIAL    TACKLE   FOR  THE 
AlVrERICAlSr    STYLE    OF  CASTING. 

Always  IN  STOCK,  see  our  General  Catalogue. 

WYERS  FRERES,  CONTINENTAL  WORKS,  REDDITCH. 

CATALOGUES   POST  FREE. 


Manager;  ALBERT  SMITH. 


For 


BOOTS,  LEOaiMOS, 

Fishing  Lines, 
HARNESS,  SADDLERY, 

MACHINE  BELTING, 
MOTOR  CLUTCHES, 

and 

all  kinds  of  leather  articles. 

NO  "RUBBINa  IN"  REQUIRED. 

The  only  Leather  Oil  used  in 
the  German  Army. 

IN   TINS,   WITH    BRUSH   COMPLETE     k  V-i  2/-  &  4/.  each,  or 

  t    1/3,  2/4  St  4/6,  post 

To  be  had  of  all  Dealers,  or  direct  from— 

The  Mars  Oil  (F)  Co.,  10  *  12,  Muton  st,  london,  e.c. 


ANDERSON'S  BRISTOL  RUBBER  GO. 

NO  CONNECTION  WITH  ANY  OTHER  JLtlDH.  THE  OLD  BUSINESS,  ESTABLISHED 

FIRM  OF  A  SIMILAR  NAME.  18S0,   OVER  HALF  A  CENTURY. 

THE  "PERTHSHIRE" 

FISHING  BOOTS 


PURE  RUBBER. 
LEATHER 
LINED. 


Excellent  for 
Fishing:, 
Duck  Shooting-, 
Military  Use,  &c. 


These  Boots  are  Hand- 
made throughout  by  skilled 
workmen,  from  the  very 
finest  materials ;  are  abso- 
lutely waterproof.  They 
require  no  dressing  to  keep 
them  soft  and  pliable. 


Prices : 


Long  Thigh  Boots,  95/-     Knee  Boots,  63 /- 


ro\!Z%  CARRIAGE  PAID  sTer 'X  DISCOUNT 


LONDON: 


15,  QUEEN  STREET,  Cheapside,  EC. 
3,  GREEN  STREET,  Leicester  Sq.,  W.C- 


BRISTOL: 


9,  10,  13,  HIGH  STREET. 

2,  3,  IWARY-LE-PORT  STREET. 


Factory:  ROPEWALK  RUBBER  WORKS,  BRISTOL 

Order  direct  from  any  of  above  addresses,  or,  if  preferred,  through  your  Tailor,  Outfitter, 
Bootmaker,  or  Fishing  Tackle  Dealer.   All  Wholesale  and  Export  Orders  direct  to  BRISTOL. 


Trout  Fishing 

FORTY  MINUTES  FROM  LONDON. 

ONE  OR  TWO  RODS  TO  LET. 

SEVEN  MILES  OF  STREAM,  PERHAPS  AS 
WELL  STOCKED  AS  ANY  IN  ENGLAND. 

ALL  FISHABLE. 

TROUT  AVERAGE  NEARLY  ONE  POUND. 

Comfortable  Quarters  close  to  water. 
For  particulars  apply  to  "  MANAGER," 
ICKLEFORD  FISHERY,  HITCHIN,  HERTS. 


J.  J.  S.  WALKER, 

Manufacturer  of  High-class  Split  Cane  Rods. 

IMPORTANT  FACTS. 

That  I  make  a  Higrh-class  Rod  at  a  MODERATE  Price. 

That  if  the  purchaser  is  not  satis-fied  the  Rod  can  be  returned  and 

money  refunded. 
That  I  have  had  20  years'  experience  as  a  Split  Cane  Rod  builder. 
That  the  material  used  in  the  manufacturings  of  my  rods  is  of  the 

very  best. 

That  my  rods  are  hand-made  throughout. 
That  no  better  can  be  made.  

THE  PERFECT. 

9  ft.  to  10  ft.  6  in.,  2  tops,  8  piece  split  cane,  lock-fast  joints,  universal  winch 
fittings,  snake  rings,  agate  butt  and  end  rings,  with  wood  protector, 

Price  £3  I9s.  6d. 

J.  J.  S.  Walker,  Alnwick.  West  Hai-tlepool,  October  9th,  1907. 

"Dear  Sir, — The  two  rods,  ' Split  Cane,' you  built  for  me  are,  to  my  mind,  as  near  as  it  is 
possible  to  be,  perfect  as  to  weight,  balance,  and  finisli.    They  have  given  me  entire  satisfaction." 

Yours  faithfully,  A.  B.  H. 

NORTHERN   ROD  HITORKS,  WICK. 

\RRICE   LIST  FREE. 
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and  friend  twenty-six.  On  May  14,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R. 
Highet  were  out  and  landed  thirty-eight,  and  Capt. 
and  Mrs.  Ritchie  thirty-two.  Mr.  Whiteford  Hurle- 
ford  caught  thirty-two.  Mr.  W.  J.  Robertson,  on 
May  16,  had  seventeen,  Mr.  James  Horn  took 
eighteen,  and  Mr.  R  .  Scott  eighteen ;  Councillor  J. 
Stewart  had  eighteen,  Messrs.  Horn  and  Russell 
thirty-two.  The  Upper  Ayr  and  the  Stincher  have 
given  a  number  of  nice  catches.  In  the  Irvine 
district  some  moderate  sport  has  also  been  had 
Very  few  salmon  are  running  in  the  sea  at  Ballan 
trae,  but  the  fishermen  anticipate  a  good  show  of 
fish  by  the  end  of  the  month  and  in  June, 
Heatheebell. 

Spey  (Aberlour).— The  following  fish  were  killed 
on  Aberlour  House  water  : — On  May  13,  two  of  51b. 
and  131b. ;  on  May  14,  one  of  61b.  :  and  on  May  16, 
two  of  61b.  and  5|lb.— N.  L. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — The  prospects  for  angling 
have  vastly  improved.  The  river  is  in  fine  volume, 
and  salmon  are  expected  to  be  running  well.  On 
the  Castle  Grant  (Grantown)  water,  three  salmon 
were  landed  in  one  day,  two  of  them  by  Lord 
.  Cassillis ;  and  on  the  Tulchan  water,  for  the  week, 
Mr.  McCorquodale  and  party  landed  nineteen. 
From  the  Knockando  House  water  (Mr.  Hankey's), 
Mr.  J.  Shand,  gamekeeper,  grassed  seven  salmon, 
weighing  respectively  6 Jib.,  71b.,  71b.,  7|lb.,  81b., 
111b.,  and  26Jlb.  ;  while  from  the  Carron  House 
water,  on  May  12,  Mr.  J.  W.  H.  Grant  had  two, 
8 Jib.  and  121b.  Mr.  H.  Gumming,  fisherman,  from 
the  Laggan  House  (Colonel  Smith's  Carron)  water, 
landed  four  salmon,  weighing  71b.,  71b.,  111b.,  and 
231b. ;  and  Mr.  Clutterbuck,  from  the  Wester 
Elchies  water,  on  May  13,  had  two,  71b.  and  131b., 
and  on  May  14,  four,  71b.,  7Jlb.,  81b.,  and  16Jlb. 
From  the  Rothes  water  (Mr.  Peto's),  Mr.  Scott 
landed  two  salmon,  61b.  and  9Jlb.,  and  Mr.  Harding 
one  of  7  Jib. ;  while  from  the  ArndUly  water,  two  of 
6Jlb.  and  81b.  were  landed.  On  the  Aj-ndilly  water 
(Aiken way  House  portion),  on  May  11,  Lord  North- 
brook  had  four  salmon  of  71b.,  8Ib.,  91b.,  and  101b., 
and  on  May  14  two  of  71b.  each.  On  the  Delfur 
water  for  the  week  some  twenty- three  salmon  were 
landed ;  and  from  Mr.  Wharton  Duff's  Orton  water 
eight. — J.  M. 

Tay. — The  spring  salmon  fishing  on  the  River 
Tay  ig  now  practically  over.  Taking  it  all  through 
tills  has  been  the  most  successful  season  for  many  a 
year.  Murthly  and  Delvine  beats  fished  by  Mr. 
Graeme  Whitelaw,  Stobhall  and  Meikleour  by  the 
Duke  of  Bedford,  Stanley  water  by  Mr.  Heyder 
and  others,  and  Benchill  and  Catholes  by  Mr.  H. 
Anderson,  all  yielded  record  bags,  while  unusually 
good  sport  was  obtained  on  most  of  the  other 
principal  beats.  There  have  been  an  exceptional 
number  of  large  fish  killed,  and  sea-trout  have  been 
very  numprous.  For  week  ending  May  18,  Mr. 
Graeme  Whitelaw  killed  two  fish,  181b.  and  131b. ; 
Mr.  Wauchope  nine  fish,  291b.,  171b.,  171b.,  161b., 
161b..  141b.,  141b.,  121b.,  and  111b.,  and  Mr. 
Middleton,  two  of  20lb.  and  171b.  on  Murthly  Castle 
water,  while  Lord  Napier  had  one  fish,  151b.,  on 
Upper  Cargill. — A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 

All  the  strsams  in  the  Border  districts  are  in 
excellent  ply  for  the  trout  angler,  and  many  capital 
baskets  have  been  got  of  late.  The  Tweed  and 
Teviot  are  both  very  low.  On  the  Whitadder,  Mr. 
James  Kay  had  81b.  on  Saturday.  On  the  Ettrick, 
Mr.  James  Heslop,  on  same  day,  41b.  ;  Mr.  James 
Oliver,  4Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Gavin  Mason,  41b. ;  Mr.  Wm. 
Donoughoe,  3  Jib. ;  Mr.  William  Beattie,  31b. ;  Mr. 
David  Hill,  3Jlb.  On  Lennell  water,  in  the  Cold- 
stream district,  Mr.  J.  Aikman,  three,  1  Jib,,  and  on 
May  8  three;  Mr.  R.  Spratt,  four,  21b.  On  Lees 
water,  on  May  8,  Mr.  A.  D.  Cameron  had  a  basket 
of  trout,  and  grayling  weighing  41b.,  on  May  11, 
three  trout,  IJlb. ;  and  on  the  Wark  water,  on 
May  12,  three,  2Jlb.,  and  on  May  13  4Jlb.  On  the 
Lees  water,  on  May  11,  Mr.  G.  A.  Shiel,  four,  21b., 
and  on  May  13,  on  the  Wark  water,  five,  51b. ;  on 
May  12,  Mr.  Archie  Miller,  one,  1  lb. ;  Mr.  J.  Trotter, 
on  May  12,  had  a  basket  of  31b.  On  the  Whitadder, 
on  Saturday,  Mr.  Wm.  Murray,  11  Jib. ;  Mr.  William 
Learmouth,  lOflb.  ;  Mr.  W.  Brownlee,  9 Jib. ;  Mr. 
John  Hunter,  9Jlb. ;  Mr.  John  Brown,  9ilb.  ;  Mr. 
John  Rogers,  gjlb.  ;  Mr.  Thomas  Anderson, 
7Jlb. ;  Mr.  David  Alison,  7Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Henry 
Lowrie,  7ilb.  ;  Mr.  Robert  Brownlee,  6flb. ;  Mr. 
Andrew  Forrest,  6Jlb. ;  Mr.  R.  Thompson,  d^lh. ; 
Mr.  J.  Brown,  41b.  On  the  South  Tyne,  Mr. 
Newby  Green  had  a  basket  of  between  3]b.  and  41b., 
and  Sir.  Irving  a  dozen.  On  the  Aln,  Mr.  J. 
Dickenson  had  a  good  creel  with  fly,  and  Mr.  Glen- 
dinning,  on  May  13,  killed  ten.  In  the  Rothbury 
district,  Mr.  Lawson  creeled  five  trout  with  fly. 
Mr.  Sheldrake  landed  a  couple  of  large  creels  in  the 
Till  with  fly,  fifty  one  day  and  sixty  the  next ;  Mr. 
J.  Lewin  had  three  or  four  creels  of  trout  and  a 
sea-trout  of  51b.    On  the  Eden,  M  e  1  ^  ad  a 
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brace  of  salmon  ;  Mr.  A.  E.  Edwards,  one ;  and 
Mrs.  Murray,  in  the  Eden  Brows  stretch,  killed  a 
brace  of  salmon.  Messrs.  W.  A.  Atkinson  and  G. 
Hutchinson,  in  two  days'  fishing  with  maggot, 
landed  eighty-seven  trout ;  on  Mr.  W.  Firness'  water, 
Mr.  A.  B.  Clarkson,  swimming  the  maggot,  creeled 
fourteen  fish  :  Mr.  Frobisher,  ten  ;  IMessrs.  Cameron, 
Holt,  and  Carson,  nineteen  ;  Mr.  F.  Crawford,  six  ; 
Rev.  H.  Lewis,  fourteen,  in  a  couple  of  outings ; 
Mr.  James  Almonds,  on  Tuesday,  a  dozen ;  Mr. 
Farrer  had  eighteen  in  three  fishings.  On  the 
Lyvemett,  for  the  past  six  days,  Mr.  Cowlinshaw, 
dry-fiy  fishing,  has  averaged  seven  fish  each  day. 
On  the  Lune.  Mr.  Heslop,  dry-fly  fishing,  took 
twenty-two  fish.  On  the  Lees  water  (Cold- 
stream), Mr.  A.  D.  Cameron  had  eighteen,  and 
on  the  Wark  water  three.  Mr.  James  Aikman, 
on  the  Cornhill  water,  had  three,  and  on  the 
Lennell  water  six.  Mr.  G.  Parry,  on  the  Earl 
of  Home's  water  on  May  13,  killed  nine,  on  Monday 
eight,  and  on  Tuesday  four.  On  Norham  water, 
Mr.  Harry  Malcolm  had  a  91b.  basket.  On  the 
Tweed,  Mr.  Robert  Spratt  had  baskets  of  from 
three  to  eight.  Mr.  Charles  Scott,  on  the  Leet,  had 
a  couple  of  baskets  of  eight  and  nine  trout ;  Mr. 
Austin  McNay,  on  Tuesday,  had  thirteen;  Mr. 
William  Cockburn,  six ;  and  Mr.  McPhearson,  six. 
On  the  Till,  Mr.  Andrew  Trotter,  on  New  Etal  water, 
landed  a  grilse  of  31b.  and  a  sea-trout  of  51b.  ;  Mr. 
Jackson,  four;  Mr.  Harry  Arris  had  a  brace;  Mr. 
Cavd  Short,  one ;  Mr.  Wiseman,  one ;  Mr.  Bennie 
had  two  dozen  trout ;  Mr.  John  Arris,  one  sea-trout 
and  one  dozen  common  trout ;  Mr.  D.  Moffat  had 
a  basket  of  trout,  71b.,  on  the  Chat  ton  water,  and 
Mr.  J ames  Scott  caught  a  basket  of  6 Jib. ;  Mr. 
James  Easton,  on  May  12,  had  a  basket  of  lOlb.j 
and  on  May  13,  with  fly,  5Jlb. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Bann  (Eilrea). — Mild  showers  of  rain  and  a 
rising  temperature  were  experienced  during  the 
week,  and  trout  took  natural  sedges,  which  are 
plentiful  on  all  the  stretches.  The  water  is  shrinking, 
and  the  shallows  at  Kilrea  and  Portglenone  are  in 
order,  and  trout  ranging  from  1  lb.  to  3 Jib.  have 
recently  been  caught  at  these  stations.  There  has 
been  a  run  of  Lough  Neagh  trout  passing  over 
the  weirs  from  the  brackish  water  below  Coleraine 
to  which  they  annually  descend;  however,  they 
only  remain  for  a  short  period,  and  then  return. 
There  is  a  good  prospect  of  sport  for  the  coming 
week  as  trout  take  freely  when  the  water  is  high 
and  sedges  plentiful.  Salmon  continue  ascending, 
but  few  are  running  on  the.  lower  stretches.— 
Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  rivers  were  in  fine 
order  all  the  week  and  trout-fishing  showed  an 
improvement.  The  Antrim  Road  Basin  opened  on 
the  afternoon  of  May  16  under  the  most  favourable 
weather  conditions,  yet  the  trout  did  not  rise  freely 
till  a  late  hour.  About  a  dozen  of  the  rod-holders 
tried  their  luck,  and  the  majority  killed  the 
maximum  basket  of  two  brace. — J.  A.  B. 

Brne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — Trouting 
was  grand  on  the  Erne  during  the  past  week,  and  a 
fine  lot  of  splendid  trout  were  taken  by  Captain 
Hughes,' Captain  Auchenleck,  the  Lieuts.  Crawford, 
and  others.  Most  of  the  fish  weighed  2Jlb.,  31b., 
4Jlb.,  and  largest  over  61b.  The  river  has  fallen  a 
good  bit  since  last  report,  and  is  just  now  in  the 
finest  salmon  fishing  order,  which  has  just  begun. — 
M.  RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

Glencar  (co.  Kerry). — Sport  has  been  good  at 
salmon,  the  following  being  the  successful  anglers : — 


Rev.  Mr.  Doyne,  Messrs.  Murray,  McGillycuddy, 
Morris,  and  Breen.  Brown-trout  fishing  has  jalso 
yielded  good  baskets  on  Loughs  Cloon  and  Coosh. 
— T.  J.  D. 

Eillarney. — ^The  weather  has  been  generally 
favourable,  and  sport  at  salmon  has  exhibited  much 
improvement.  Brown  trout  continue  to  afford  good 
sport,  the  takes  running  from  a  dozen  and  a  half  to 
three  dozen. — T.  J.  D. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork). — During  the  week  the 
following  salmon  were  landed : — On  Fargus  Fishery, 
Lieut. -Colonel  Curtis  five,  71b.,  81b.,  81b.,  91b.,  and 
101b.  ;  Mr.  S.  Haynes,  one,  14lb. ;  Major  Forbes, 
one,  81b.,  on  Mashonaglass  water;  Mr.  H.  F. 
Martin,  four,  and  Mr.  H.  Austen,  one,  11  lb.,  on 
Carhue  ;  Dr.  Joshua,  two,  9Ib.  and  11  lb.,  on  Nettle- 
ville;  Mr.  A.  Ratchet,  four,  81b.,  9Ib.,  lllb.,  and 
lUb. ;  and  Mr.  D.  Riordan,  three,  71b.,  81  b.,  and 
81b.,  on  Ballinearig;  Mr.  H.  F.  Lindsay,  three,  81b., 
81b.,  and  101b.,  on  Classas ;  Mr.  F.  M.  Leader,  one, 
lOlb.,  on  Farran;  Mr.  Pope,  one,  lOIb.,  on  Oak 
Grove;  Mr.  E.  Pike,  one,  91b.,  on  Warrenscourt ; 
Mr.  Rumley  Conway,  six,  6 Jib.,  81b.,  8ilb.,  91b., 
12Jlb.,  and  22Jlb.~W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Longh  Currane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
On  May  11,  Tom  Sullivan  had  one  salmon,  lljlb. ; 
May  12,  Mr.  Mason,  one,  9Jlb. ;  May  13,  Air.  Burke, 
one,  7|lb. ;  May  14,  Ned  Dennehy,  one,  9Jlb. ; 
May  15,  John  T.  Sullivan,  one,  9Jlb. ;  May  17,  Mr. 
W.  P.  McElligott,  one,  lljib.  Brown  trout  fishing 
has  been  good — on  one  day  Mr.  E.  B.  Tranfield 
caught  forty -four,  weighing  1.51b.,  heaviest  fish,  21b. 
Several  takes  varying  from  two  dozen  to  three  dozen 
were  had.  Matters  have  been  very  dull  in  the  sea- 
trout  department  so  far.  Peal  are  now  arriving 
accompanied  by  numbers  of  sea-trout.— T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Derg-  (Mountshannon).— The  weather 
has  not  been  all  that  could  be  desired  for  the  past 
ten  days,  but  seems  to  be  now  settling  down. 
Several  nice  catches  of  trout  are  reported.  The 
results  are  as  follows :— May  8,  Mr.  Guinness,  one 
(spinning) ;  May  9,  five  ;  May  10,  G.  A.  Waterstone, 
ten  (casting  wet  flies);  May  13,  Mr.  Hall,  three 
(spinning);  May  14,  Rev.  S.  H.  Somers,  three  (dap- 
pmg) ;  May  15,  Mr.  C.  Hall,  one  (dapping) ;  May  16, 
Mr.  C.  Hall,  six  (dapping) ;  Col.  French,  one  (dap- 
ping);  May  17,  Mr.  C.  Hall,  six  (dapping);  Col. 
Bayly,  six ;  Mr.  Hall,  five  ;  Mr.  Depledge,  six ;  Mr. 
Wells,  three;  Col.  French,  one;  Col.  Hickman,  two  ; 
G.  A.  Waterstone,  seven  (largest,  6Ib. ) ;  Mr.  J.  Lynch, 
six  ;  P.  Dooley,  two.  There  has  been  a  good  rise  of 
fly  for  past  four  days,  and  weather  is  most  suitable 
at  present,  90  much  better  sport  may  be  expected. — 
G.  A.  Waterstone. 

Lough  Mask  (Clonbur).— Colonel  J.  E.  Forster, 
Mr.  H.  A.  Higgins,  and  Mr.  W.  Slater  are  fishing 
from  Kilbride  Lodge.  The  weather  was  very  much 
against  fishing  during  the  last  ten  days  or  so; 
however,  on  favourable  days  some  good  sport  was 
had.  Colonel  Forster  caught  nineteen  trout,  18Jlb. 
Mr.  H.  A.  Higgins,  thirty,  54Jlb. ;  two  of  the  trout 
weighed  71b.  each,  taken  on  the  troll.  Mr.  W.  Slat^, 
in  twelve  days,  forty-four,  87 Jib. ;  three  of  the  forty- 
four  weighed  20ilb.— 61b.,  71b.,  and  7ilb.— taken  on 

troll.  P.  StJMMEBVtLLE. 

Lough  Melvin.  —  The  lake  is  keeping  very 
high  and  rather  muddy,  yet  good  sport  was 
obtained  during  the  past  week,  and  the  following 
are  the  particulars  : — Mr.  A.  J.  Troup  landed  four 
salmon,  91b.,  91b.,  81b.,  and  81b.  ;  Colonel  Langtry 
one,  101b.  ;  Mr.  P.  Kelly,  one,  91b. ;  Mr.  Andrews, 
one  trout  (Salmo  ferox),  51b.  ;  Mr.  Gallagher,  one 
salmon,  8Jlb. ;  Mr.  E.  Mulhern,  two  trout,  31b.  and 
2f  lb.  Trout  anglers  all  over  the  lake  had  generally 
fair  sport,  but  trouting  will  be  much  better  as  soon 
as  the  lake  reduces  somewhat  in  size.  The  weather, 
at  time  of  writing,  is  fine,  and  prospects  of  sport 
very  good. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Water  in  good  order, 
with,  south  winds,  and  a  good  number  of  fish  in  the 
pools.  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson  got  one,  101b.,  and  lost 
one  on  the  upper  water.  Lough  Conn  fished  well 
during  the  last  few  days.  There  were  two  salmon 
got  on  May  17,  131b.  and  91b.,  by  local  anglers,  and 
some  nice  baskets  of  trout  got  with  the  fly.  There 
is  a  good  number  of  fish  in  the  lake  at  present,  and 
fishing  for  the  next  week  should  be  good,  as  the 
weather  promises  it. — John  Devers. 

Moy  (Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen,  Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Weather  mild  here,  river  and  loughs  a  bit 
high  for  good  sport.  Mr.  F.  Scroop,  two  salmon, 
91b.  and  lllb.;  Mr.  C.  Dawson,  two  salmon,  8.Ub. 
and  131b.  ;  Mr.  P.  Moylett,  one  salmon,  121b.  ;  Mr! 
J.  Burns,  one  salmon,  lOJlb.  ;  Mr.  J.  H.,  one  salmon] 
8Jlb  ;  Mr.  G.  Stepney,  two  salmon,  91b.  and  lllb.' 
Some  trout  are  being  got  daily  on  the  loughs,  largest 
31b.,  all  with  the  fly.  Mr.  C.  Martin  and  friend,  on 
Loughs  Callow  and  Talt,  are  getting  good  trout 
fishing,  as  many  as  sixty-five  in  one  day.  The 
grilse  will  be  in  from  the  sea  in  good  numbers  next 
week. — Jim  Heaenes  and  Sons. 
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THE  LINE  FOR  1908. 


The  finish  upon  this  line  is  a  novelty  in  enamels,  and  the  process  by  which 
the  finish  is  obtained  is  protected  by  Letters  Patent,  and  is  the  result  of 
several  years  of  research  and  experiment.  It  is  transparent  and  tough,  yet 
at  the  same  time  elastic.  Will  not  wear  sticky,  and  proof  against  all  alkalies 
and  saline  matter,  which  many  waters  contain.  An  ideal  line  for  both 
fresh  and  salt  water. 


MADE  IN  5  SIZES.     OF  ALL  FISHING  TACKLE  DEALERS. 


WRITE  AT   ONCE  f^OR  SAMPLES, 


Sole 


Importers, 
6,  CITY  ROAD,  LONDON. 


J.  E.  MILLER, 

NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  DEPOT,  19,  New  Station  St.,  LEEDS. 


Telegrams  :  "  PISCATOE,  LEEDS.' 

THE  "  WEE  "  CHAPMAN 

Fpr  Spinning  a  Small  Minnow 
in  low,  clear  water. 

Price,  with  5  trebles  as  sketch,  X/6. 

3     „  X/3. 


TELEPHONE:  No.  2601. 


MAY  PLIES 

DRESSED   TO  PATTERN 

ON   SHORTEST  NOTICE. 

LARGE  STOCK  IN  GREAT  VARIETY. 

SELECTIONS  SENT  ON  APPROVAL. 

ALL  SHADES,  GREY,  YELLOW  AND  GREEN. 


MAY  FLY  CASTS 

Made  from  SPECIALLY  PICKED  GUT,  Tapered  1/6  each. 

EXTRA  FINE  NATURAL  PICKED  GUT  POINTS 

17  inches  long,  13/6  per  hundred. 

The  'TRACEY^\ArHOLE  CANE  ROD 

FULLY  FITTED,   LOCK  JOINTS,  3  Tops  for  Wet  and  Dry  Fly  and 
Minnow  Fishing,  GREEN  FINISH,  LIGHT  AND  POWERFUL. 

Price  30h 


"Beautifully  Cool  an<i  Sweet  Smoking. 


Player's 

Navy  Cut 

Tobacco  and 

Cigarettes 


Sold  only  in  the  original 
Packets  and  Tins,  and  may 
Le  obtained  from  all  Stores 
and  ToLacconiats  of  repute 


0487. 


ANGLERS  INTERESTED  IN 

CASTING  7  REEL 

SHOULD  SEND  US  A  POSTCARD 

FOR 

A  FREE  ILLUSTRATED  BOOKLET 

DESCRIBING 

THE  BEST  REEL,  THE  GROSSLE, 
THE  BEST  RODS,  THE  SLIGK&GORST 
THE  BEST  LINE,  THE  SPIDER  WEB, 


AND 


THE  BEST  MEANS  OF  USING  THEM. 

ILLUSTRATED  BY  NUMEROUS  DIAGRAMS, 
DRAWINGS,  and  PHOTOGRAPHS  from  LIFE. 


Hy.  MILWARD  &  SONS,  Ltd.,  REDDITGH. 


Mat  23,  1908 


North  Kerry  Rivers. — These  waters  have  been 
in  order,  and  sport  of  a  good  description  has  been 
had  at  salmon  and  brown  trout  on  the  Feale,  Gale, 
Smerlagh,  and  Cashen,  but  only  a  few  sea-trout 
have  been  had. — T.  J.  D. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The  weather  is  now 
mild,  but  still  rather  showery— water  rather  high. 
On  Doonass,  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams  killed  four  salmon, 
25 Jib.,  141b.,  15ilb.,  141b. ;  Mr.  A.  McC.  Webster, 
one  salmon,  20|lb. ;  Mrs.  Webster,  one  salmon, 
17|lb.  On  Prospect,  Mr.  R.  Fytche  killed  four 
salmon,  71b.,  25lb.,  161b.,  lOJlb.  On  Newgarden, 
Mr.  C.  Williams  kUled  four  salmon,  lOflb.,  16Jlb., 
16Jlb.,  131b.;  the  fishermen,  three  salmon,  111b., 
121b.,  81b.  On  Hermitage,  Mr.  Haynes  Lovell 
killed  one  salmon,  121b.  On  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham's 
Castle  fishery,  Mr.  J.  H.  Wheatley  killed  two 
salmon,  12^1b.,  251b. — John  Eneight  and  Son, 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Sport  has  been  good  at  pollack 
on  favourable  days,  the  takes  averaging  about  fifteen 
fish  to  each  rod  or  hand  line. — T.  J.  D. 

Brighton. — After  the  long  spell  of  cold,  wintry 
weather,  sea  anglers  were  out  in  force  this  after- 
noon. May  20.  I  covmted  thirteen  boats  over  the 
Black  Rock  ground  (at  the  Kemptown  end  of 
Brighton  —  a  much  favoured  ground,  by  the 
way),  and  twenty  out  of  some  forty  anglers 
were  using  a  rod  versus  chopstick  line.  The 
sea  was  comparatively  calm,  with  an  east-north- 
east wind  blowing.  Yesterday  (May  19)  it  blew 
from  the  west,  with  a  temperature  of  over  ninety 
degrees  in  the  sun.  I  watched  thera  through  my 
telescope  for  some  little  time,  but  they  seemed  to 
have  but  little,  if  any,  sport,  and  all  came  ashore 
about  5  p.m.  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  Brighton 
sea  anglers  would  find  shorter  rods  much  more 
handy  than  the  twelve  or  fourteen  feet  rods 
they  generally  use. — H. 

Castletown  (co.  Cork). — Pollack  continue  to 
give  good  sport  at  and  around  this  station.  On  one 
day  four  anglers  caught  sixty  in  about  five  hours. 
— T.  J.  D. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry). — Pollack  anglers  have 
done  well  here  during  the  week,  principally  in  the 
Coomaconclane  direction. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Anglers'  [expectations  have 
not  been  realised  during  the  present  week,  general 
results  having  been  disappointing,  though  a  few 
fairly  good  catches  have  been  made.  Though  the 
water  has  reached  a  temperature  of  65deg.,  no  skate 
have  yet  been  taken  from  the  pier,  and  nurse-dogs 
are  very  rare.  Mr.  P.  0.  Edgar  took  two  pollack  on 
Saturday,  16th,  and  on  the  following  day  Mr.  Rose 
and  two  friends  made  a  mixed  bag  of  thirty  fish, 
but  most  of  them  were  very  small.  The  bright 
morning  of  May  18  brought  out  Miss  Morgan,  Mrs. 
Flood,  and  Messrs.  Crowhurst,  Morgan,  R.  P. 
Richardson,  Puckridge,  Rose,  Rogers,  Sexton, 
Hume,  Bushnell,  Goodwin,  Hyland,  Hanlon,  W. 
Brown,  S.  W.  Brown,  Lanchester  and  Graham. 
The  day's  sport,  however,  was  disappointing,  for 
though  a  considerable  number  of  codlings  and  dabs 
were  caught,  most  of  them  were  unsizeable  and 
were  returned  to  their  native  element.  Mr. 
Hugman,  Mrs.  Hyde,  Mr.  Harvey  and  several  other 
local  anglers  did  but  little  on  May  19,  but  Mr.  T. 
Sexton  was  successful  with  the  pollack,  capturing 
six  very  fine  ones  in  the  course  of  the  evening.  But 
few  anglers  were  in  position  on  May  20,  and  results 
were  very  poor,  Mr.  Harry  Hamlin,  the  hon.  sec. 
of  the  Wimbledon  Waltonians,  who  was  paying  a 
flying  visit  here,  not  deigning  to  wet  a  line  on 
account  of  the  poverty  of  the  sport. — J.  Richabd- 
SON  (B.S.  A.S.). 

Falmouth. — Fine  weather  prevails  and  the 
fishing  generally  is  improving.  Mackerel  are  still 
scarce,  but  pollack  are  coming  into  the  harbour  and 
many  boats  are  out  with  good  results,  one  notable 
take  being  made  by  Mr.  Shaw,  a  visitor  from 
Rotherham,  inside  the  bieakwater,  of  seventeen 
pollack,  the  heaviest  weighing  41b.,  with  the  others 
averaging  31b.  Bass  are  also  running  and  many 
captures  are  reported,  the  artificial  sand-eel  taking 
freely. — H.  H.  Read. 

Llandudno. —  Sport  amongstl  the  pollack  and 
codling  continues  to  be  very  good,  several  good 
catches  have  been  had  ;  three  visitors  landed  one 
and  a  half  dozen  codling,  heaviest  3|lb.,  and  half  a 
dozen  pollack  up  to  4|lb.  The  last  three  days 
fishing  has  been  spoilt  by  high  winds  and  unfavour- 
able tides.  The  boatmen  are  getting  several  good 
cod  up  to  121b.,  on  long  lines,  and  a  few  pollack  up 
to  61b. — HowEL  Jones. 

Plymouth. — The  weather  is  more  favourable  for 
all  kinds  of  fishing,  and  sport  has  been  much  better 
during  the  past  week.  Pollack  in  good  numbers 
are  being  taken  at  the  various  sunken  rocks  in  the 
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Sound  and  near  the  East  Winter  Buoy,  and  also  at 
the  back  of  the  Island.  The  mackerel  do  not  seem 
to  come  on  at  all  well ;  they  should  be  in  and 
taking  well  before  this — in  fact,  the  rejjorts  from  the 
Cornish  coast  are  very  bad.  Bass  are  feeding  in  the 
Hamoaze,  and  some  nice  baskets  have  been  taken. 
The  fish  are  small,  but  then  it  is  made  up  in 
numbers,  and  a  bass  of  ^Ib.  or  lib.  will  give  you 
good  fun  on  alight  fly  rod.  Pouting  ofi  the  Millbay 
Pier  are  attracting  the  attention  of  those  that 
cannot  stand  the  up-and-down  motion  of  the  boat, 
and  a  dozen  or  two  can  be  taken  in  a  tide,  and 
some  of  the  fish  are  a  good  size. — Wm.  Hearder. 

Valentia. — The  weather  has  sometimes  been 
favourable  for  fishing  outside  the  harbour,  when 
good  takes  of  pollack  were  had. — T.  J.  D. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — When  the  weather 
and  water  conditions  were-favourable  pollack  gave 
good  sport,  the  takes  ranging  from  thirty  to  fifty 
daily  to  each  boat  (two  anglers). — T.  J.  D. 


NOKWAY  WEATHER  REPORTS. 


To-day's  telegrams  from  various  districts  -on  the 
West  Coast  of  Norway  indicate  that : — In  the 
Namsen  district  and  valley  the  weather  has  now  got 
milder,  but  the  Namsen  is  still  comparatively  low. 
In  the  Trondhjem  district  the  weather  has  also 
got  milder,  and  the  rivers  have  not  risen  very  much. 
Further,  up  to  now,  a  moderate  quantity  of  fish 
have  been  caught  in  the  Trondhjem  Fjord  nets, 
whereas  on  the  north  coast,  especially  in  the  Fin- 
marken  district,  exceptionally  large  catches  have 
been  secured  by  the  nets.  This  shows  that  the  fish 
are  coming  in  in  quantities  towards  the  coast,  and 
working  south,  and,  to  my  mind,  is  an  excellent 
sign,  and  the  Trondhjem  district  should  benefit  in 
the  course  of  a  few  days.  In  the  Christiansund  and 
Bergen  districts  the  weather  is  mild  and  rainy, 
and  the  rivers  are  rising.  In  the  Bergen  district 
the  nets  are  doing  an  average  catch  of  fish  for  the 
season.  In  the  Mandal  district  it  is  also  mild,  and 
the  rivers  are  rising  there,  too.  Now  that  we  have 
had  four  reports  of  the  weather  conditions,  I  take 
the  opportunity  of  saying  that  not  for  some  years 
have  we  had  such  a  satisfactory  gradual  approach 
of  summer  on  the  Norwegian  coast.  You  will 
recollect  that  last  year  there  was  a  tremendous 
flood  at  the  beginning  of  May,  and  the  mild  May 
brought  down  much  of  the  winter  snow. 

Lumley  House,  May  18.  James  Dowell. 


Jlssociaftons,  etc. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post. 


Anglees'  Benevolent  Society. 

I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  many  thanks  the 
receipt  of  : — £1  16s.,  Shepherd's  Bush  Piscatorials ; 
£1  5s.  3d.,  Enterprise  A.S.;  £1  2s.  6d.,  Brompton 
A.S.  ;  £2  9s.  4d.,  Carlton  A.S.  ;  19s.  3d.,  Camden 
A.S. ;  £4  6s.,  Spread  Eagle  A.S.  ;  £2  8s.  8d.,  Sey- 
mour Brothers  and  neighbouring  clubs;  and  £1  Is., 
life  subscription,  Mr.  W.  Stirling,  Leyton.  I  trust 
secretaries,  when  arranging  their  programmes,  will 
keep  in  mind  the  competition  at  Amberley  on 
July  12.  Tickets  will  be  issued  as  soon  as  the 
arrangements  with  the  L.B.S.C.  Railway  Company 
are  definitely  settled  as  regards  special  trains. — 
W.  H.  Babbee,  9,  Hetley-road,  Shepherd's  Bush. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

At  the  usual  weekly  meeting,  on  May  13,  Mr. 
Sparks  presided,  and  a  new  member  was  elected. 
The  ninth  annual  dinner  will  take  place  at  the 
Horseshoe  Hotel,  on  May  28,  and  the  distribution 
of  prizes  won  during  the  season  on  the  following 
Wednesday  at  the  London  headquarters.  Several 
trout  have  been  taken  at  Harefield,  but  nothing 
very  large  at  present. — H.  W.  S. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

A  very  pleasant  meeting  was  held  at  Masons' 
Hall  Tavern  on  May  19,  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  (hon. 
treasurer)  presiding.  Reports  from  the  society's 
Wraysbury  water  stated  that  fish  spawning  or 
about  to  spawn  were  very  numerous,  many  of  them 
being  of  large  size.  A  member  whilst  eel  fishing 
took  a   good    two-pound    roach,  which,  how- 


Special  Notice. — On  and  after  Monday,  June  1, 
1908,  the  Editorial,  Advertisement,  and  Publishing 
Offices  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  at  1 9,  Adam- 
street,  Adelphi,  Strand,  London,  W.C.,  where  all 
letters  and  other  communications  mtist  be  sent. 
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ever,  was  safely  returned.  Many  members  handed  in 
their  names  as  participating  in  the  visit  to  the 
Natural  History  Museum  (South  Kensington)  on 
Saturday,  May  23,  when  Professor  G.  A.  Boiilenger, 
F.R.S.  (one  of  the  principal  officials  of  the  Museum, 
and  the  great  authority  on  piscine  zoology), 
has  kindly  offered  to  conduct  the  party  round 
and  explain  and  expatiate  on  some  of  the  more 
remarkable  specimens  exhibited.  For  the  benefit 
of  members  who  may  see  this  report  in  time, 
and  wish  to  join  the  party,  the  place  of  assem- 
bly will  be  the  principal  entrance  hall  at  about 
3.45  to  4  p.m.  Regarding  the  casting  competition 
proposed  to  take  place  at  Wraysbury  on  Saturday, 
May  30,  there  is  great  likelihood  that  many  of  the 
members  will  amuse  themselves  by  catching  some 
of  the  very  numerous  eels,  which  it  is  considered 
would  greatly  benefit  the  waters,  as  it  is  certain 
that  great  quantities  of  the  spawn  and  small  fry  of 
other  fish  are  destroyed  by  these  mischievous 
wrigglers.  The  usual  C.L.P.S.  toast  and  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  terminated  a  very 
enjoyable  meeting. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  H.  Davey  Turner  presided  over  the  usual 
weekly  meeting  on  Tuesday  last,  and  very  quickly 
disposed  of  the  business,  in  order  that  the  members 
and  friends  present  might  the  more  thoroughly 
enjoy  the  reading  of  a  paper  by  the  Rev.  E. 
Meyer,  entitled,  "  A  Fishing  Tour  in  Scotland." 
This  proved  to  be  one  of  very  great  interest  and 
attractiveness,  and  was  delivered  by  the  reverend 
gentleman  in  his  usual  racy  and  anecdotal  manner. 
Father  Meyer  evidently  left  the  beaten  track  of  the 
ordinary  tourist,  and  was  rewarded  with  glimpses 
of  scenery  which  rarely  fall  to  the  lot  of  those  who 
spend  a  fishing  holiday  in  "  the  land  of  cakes."  His 
bag,  too,  was  one  to  be  carried,  and  made  one  hope 
that  half  as  good  luck  would  be  our  lot  when 
we  went  north.  A  very  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was 
given  Father  Meyer  for  his  highly  interesting  and 
instructive  reading.  Several  members  have  visited 
Chesham  during  the  week,  but  very  few  sizeable 
fish  have  been  taken.  A  tremendous  storm  of 
thunder,  hail  and  rain  was  experienced  at  Chesham 
on  Wednesday,  May  13,  and  this  probably  upset 
the  fishing,  for  the  river  was  in  flood.  On  Saturday 
evening  the  trout  were  rising  well,  but  the  difficulty 
was  to  find  a  fly  they  would  take. — Hon.  Seo. 
Highbury  Angling  Society. 

A  well-attended  meeting  was  presided  over  by 
Mr.  A.  W.  Kearsley  on  May  20.  The  week-end  on 
the  society's  fishery  at  Farnham  was  somewhat  dis- 
appointing owing  to  the  flood  water  coming  down. 
Mr.  H.  Sheringham  was  fortunate  in  getting  a 
basket  of  sizeable  trout,  largest,  1  lb.  3foz.,  the 
other  two  about  13in.  long.  Mi.  H.  Dunn  also 
captured  a  brace,  best  fish,  1  lb.  loz.  A  number 
of  smaller  fish  not  up  to  the  society's  limit 
were  taken  by  other  members  and  returned. 
Mr.  A.  C.  Bonsall  has  had  some  trout  from 
the  Pang,  and  judging  from  what  he  saw  there 
last  week-end  anticipates  an  early  rise  of  May 
Fly.  The  society's  bailiff  at  Barford  reports 
having  already  seen  some  May  Fly  on  the  Stour 
fishery,  also  having  seen  several  trout  feeding.  He 
will  be  pleased  to  point  out  the  localities  of  the  fish 
to  any  member  going  down  this  week-end.  The 
L.  &  S.W.  Railway  Company  have  been  approached 
with  a  view  to  their  issuing  a  privilege-ticket  to 
Farnham,  and  it  is  hoped  the  company  will  see  their 
way  to  grant  this  concession. — Hon.  Reporter. 

Wandsworth  Piscatorial  Society. 
The  ninth  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes 
took  place  at  headquarters.  The  Plain,  Wandsworth, 
on  Thursday  evening,  May  14,  when  forty-five  sat 
down  to  dinner.  The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  H.  G. 
Coomber,  vice-chair  by  Mr.  J.  Cook,  supported  by 
members  of  the  Invicta,  Putney,  and  Wandsworth 
Angling  Societies.  During  the  evening  the  prizes 
were  presented  by  Mr.  Coomber,  and  a  most  enjoy- 
able evening  was  spent.  Mr.  C.  Salisbury  presided 
at  the  piano,  and  the  following  gentlemen  contri- 
buted to  the  harmony: — Messrs.  T.  Tringham, 
Langshaw,  Maber,  Blanchard,  Dunn,  Parker,  Cook, 
Withey,  Durham,  Benson,  SaUl,  and  Pike. 
Stewards:  Messrs.  Withey,  Benson,  Leader,  and 
SaUl. — Hon.  Sec. 

West  Ham  Angling  Society. 
The  annual  dinner  was  held  on  May  14,  Jlr.  J. 
Brady,  president  of  the  society,  taking  the  chair! 
A  large  company  sat  down  to  dinner,  and  the  room 
was  crowded  for  the  concert  and  prize  distribution. 
During  the  evening  the  president  presented  Mr.  j! 
C.  Turner  (chairman  of  the  society)  with  a  roach 
pole  and  case  of  flies,  also  an  illuminated  scroll 
contairfing  the  names  of  over  sixty  subscribing 
members,  as  a  mark  of  their  high  esteem,  and  in 
appreciation  of  his  valued  services  during  the  five 
years  he  has  occupied  the  chair. — B.  Sargent. 
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JI^^\tkM  ML    ^^fc  J—  People  assuming:  and  trading:  In  the  name 

It  WW  A%  im  It  Off**®"-      AVOID    disappointment  by 

  dealing  at   the  old-established  shop. 

JAMES  OGDEN 

CHELTENHAM. 

The  best  and  most  Artistic  Dry  Fly  Dressers  known  are  in  the 

employ  of  JAMES  OGDEN. 


MAY 


The  heaviest  baskets  on  record  have  been  made  by 

JAS.  OGDEN^S  GEMS. 

Some  of  the  patterns  are  positively  irresistible. 


SUNK  ...  4/-  per  doz. 
FLOATING  -  6/- 


FLIES 


PRACTICAL  ANGLER,  and  MANUFACTURER  of  every  DESCRIPTION  of  FISHING  TACKLE. 

Maker  of  Hlgh'Clmss  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  Rods. 


Jas.  Ogden's  "Multnm  in  Parvo"  Fly  Rod,  21 

A  BETTER  FLY  ROD  IS  BEYOND  THE  ART  OF  ROD  MAKING. 

SENT  ON  APPROVAL  FOR  INSPECTION. 

IMPORTANT  CAUTION. 

The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged   in  the  Fishing 

Tackle  Business  in  Cheltenham. 

TELEPHONE  27Y5.  TELEGRAMS:     JAMES  OGDEN,^> 


I 
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ppovineial  fltigling  ]iotes. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  a/rrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post. 


SFECIAIi  NOTICE.— On  and  after  Monda.y, 
June  1,  1908,  the  Editorial,  Advertisement, 
and  Publishing  Offices  of  the  "  Fishing  Gazette  " 
will  be  at  19,  Adam-street,  Adelphi,  Strand, 
London,  W.C,  where  all  letters  and  other  com- 
munications must  be  sent. 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Birmingham  Corporation  waters  in  the  Elan 
Valley,  previous  to  May  14,  have  yielded  some 
good  sport,  and  all  the  fish  taken  have  been  in 
good  condition  and  of  a  good  size,  the  largest  fish 
taken  being  one  of  21b  5oz.  Others  of  1  lb.  14oz. 
and  1  lb.  5oz.  have  been  taken  and  a  large  number 
•'  of  over  1  lb.  each.  Should  good  weather  continue, 
.  sport  will  be  of  the  very  best.    A  large  number  of 

-  rods  were  out  on  the  Severn  on  May  17,  but  the 
river  not  being  in  proper  order  for  fly-fishing 
spinning  with  the  Devon  minnow  met  with  the 
best  results.  The  river  in  the  upper  reaches  has 
been  in  better  order  than  the  lower  portions. 
Several  subscribers  to  the  Whitacre  reservoir  have 
had  good  sport,  the  fish  being  both  good  in  con- 
dition and  size.  The  River  Bovirne  at  Shustoke  has 
been  well  visited,  but  nothing  of  any  accoimt  has 
been  done.  This  water  would  be  all  the  better  for 
a  rest,  and  would  be  benefited  by  restocking.  This 
remark  applies  to  other  waters  that  have  been 
overfished  during  the  past  few  years.  A  large 
number  of  anglers,  or  who  pass  under  the  name  of 
such,  have  been  passing  their  week-ends  on  the 
canals,  supposed  to  be  eel  fishing,  but  from  reports 
brought  to  me  from  gentlemen  who  have  an  interest 
in  angling,  roach  and  perch  are  taken  and  brought 

-  home  to  our  city,  which  is  considered  a  sportsman- 
like centre.  With  free  waters,  as  the  canal  named, 
we  have  no  jurisdiction,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  but 
then  the  association  should  step  in  and  prevent 
this  depletion  of  the  water.  This  is  another 
matter  that  tlie  B.D.U.A.A.  have  in  hand,  which 
with  the  other  matter  of  poaching  public  water 
during  the  close  season  will  receive  my  hearty 
support. 


FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  River  Hull  is  now  in  splendid  trim  for  either 
fly  or  minnow  fishing,  so  likewise  are  the  tributaries, 
and  especially  the  Driffield  Canal,  where  several 
brace  of  nice  trout  have  been  secured,  and  one  taken 
at  Frodingbam  Beck-end  scaled  1  lb.  11  Joz.  Some 
fairly  good  fish  are  b^ingjtaken  at  Hempholme  Lock 
in  the  river,  and  at  Wallon  Beck,  Aike,  and  Arram 
Beck-ends  some  nice  fish  are  on  the  move,  and  lower 
down  the  river  at  Wawne,  Cicey  and  Dunswell,  some 
good  fif-h  are  occasionally  on  the  rise.  Flounders 
and  eels  are  now  well  on  the  run  in  all  streams 
that  are  connected  with  the  River  Humber. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Trout-fishing  for  the  past  week  in  this  district 
has  been  on  the  poor  side.  The  weather  has  mostly 
been  of  a  close  and  "muggy"  kind,  with  a  lot  of  rain 
thrown  in.  The  latter  has  kept  the  streams  at  a 
"  nothing  nor  something  "  height ;  little  or  no 
worm-fishing,  and  too  high  for  fly.  The  upper 
reaches  of  the  larger  streams  and  the  smaller  becks 
are  fishing  the  best  just  now,  although  Mr.  F.  B. 
Pollitt  creeled  a  good  lot  of  twenty-seven  trout 
on  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Kent  on  Tuesday. 
On  the  same  day  Mr.  Wright  had  eighteen  in 
Hutton  beck.  Windermere  is  still  far  too  high  for 
fly-fishing  to  be  good,  and  the  trollers  are  having  the 
best  pull.  A  May  Fly  was  seen  on  the  Kent  on 
May  18 — an  early  record  for  this  stream,  I  believe. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Recent  reports  from  rivers  in  this  county  are  as 
follows  : — Ribble,  as  a  rule,  in  fair  order,  and  sport 
of  an  average  kind  for  May  ;  Lime,  despite  floods, 
sport  good;  Wyre,  average  sport,  heavy  waters, 
but  bottom-fishing  the  most  successful.  The  Bolton 
anglers  are  all  alive  and  already  preparing  for  a 
busy  season.  They  commence  with  their  annual 
invasion  of  Wyresdale  in  Whit  week.  Probably  two 
thousand  anglers  and  friends  will  patronise  this 
annual  trip.  The  proposed  excursion  from  Open- 
sbaw  to  Broadland  has  fallen  through. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  County  Palatine  A.  A.  had  tlieir  flrst  meeting 
in  new  headquarters  and  disposed  of  an  important 
agenda.  To-night  there  is  a  very  important 
meeting  of  club  delegates  in  this  city.  The 
Ardwick  A.S.  are  in  for  a  busy  season.  Mr.  J. 
Bryant,  the  hon.  secretary,  is  arranging  for  an  open 


contest,  to  be'followed  by  the  first  club  contest, 
both  in  the  first  few  weeks  of  the  season.  The 
Buckland  ^Anglers  had  a  very  successful  ladies' 
evening  last  Tuesday.  It  is  a  pity  we  did  not 
send  our  101b.  bream  from  Mr.  Johnson's  to  the 
Birmingham  exhibition. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

We  have  had,  by  way  of  novelty,  a  brief  succes- 
sion of  fine  days,  and,  as  a  result,  the  Trent 
has  receded  rapidly.  On  Wednesday  the  water 
was  running  at  comparatively  low  level,  and  was 
in  excellent  condition  for  trouting,  either  with  the 
worm  or  the  trolling  bait.  A  few  good-sized  trout 
have  been  creeled  at  the  mouth  of  the  Greet,  and  in 
the  Fiskerton  district  generally.  They  were  chiefly 
landed  by  the  aid  of  the  worm.  One  of  the  fish  was 
21b.  within  an  ounce  or  two.  On  the  Derwent  Mr.  W. 
Griffiths,  of  the  City  Piscatorial  Society,  has 
excelled  with  a  dozen  trout.  He  also  hooked  and 
returned  a  number  of  grayling  and  large  roach,  the 
latter  not  having  spawned.  Coarse  fish  seem  later 
this  season  on  the  Trent.  At  the  recent  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  City  Wellington  Society  it  was  reported 
by  Mr.  H.  Spray,  the  hon.  secretary,  that  the  club 
was  £20  better  oft  than  in  the  previous  year.  It  was 
decided  to  send  a  representative  team  to  the  forth- 
coming International  Tournament  at  Shepherd's 
Bush.  Entries  will  be  made  in  the  open  classes, 
preference,  of  course,  being  given  to  casting  in  the 
Trent  style. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  are  having  a  spell  of  grand  weather — wind, 
south-west — just  what  anglers  wanted.  There  is 
still  a  large  volume  of  water  in  Severn  and  Teme, 
but  it  is  of  a  very  fair  colour,  and  a  lot  of  rods  will 
be  out  on  both  rivers  and  their  tributaries,  and  the 
fly  fisherman  should  have  sport  with  Blue  Dun, 
Yellow  Dun,  Yellow  Sally,  and  Orle  Fly  ;  the  latter 
was  on  the  water  on  May  1 9  in  good  numbers  and  the 
fish  waiting  for  them,  and  the  Stone  Fly  was  also 
pretty  numerous.  Bottom  fishing  has  not  been 
good,  either  with  maggot  or  worm.  The  trout  seem 
to  be  feeding  on  the  caddis  grub  heavily,  and  but 
few  good  creels  of  fish  will  be  had  until  the  May 
Fly  is  on,  and  there  will  be  a  heavy  rise  of  them  in 
this  district  this  season.  A  few  sea-trout  have  been 
taken  under  the  weirs  with  artificial  minnow,  and 
the  salmon  nets  have  done  well.  Some  very  fine 
fish  have  been  on  the  fish  stalls — 301b.  to  401b. 
weight  and  over.  The  heavy  floods  we  have  had, 
it  is  feared,  have  been  very  disastrous  to  our 
fisheries.  The  spawn  of  the  salmon,  trout,  and 
coarse  fiah  will  be  much  of  it  lost. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  very  changeable,  and 
though  the  majority  of  the  waters  have  been  in 
good  angling  order,  sport  has  not  shown  much 
improvement  anywhere.  The  outlook  appears  to 
be  brighter  all  roimd  at  time  of  writing.  At  the  May 
meeting  of  the  River  Lee  Fishery  Conservators,  held 
recently,  a  letter  was  read  from  Sir  Neville  Cham- 
berlain, Inspector -General,  Royal  Irish  Constabu- 
lary, expressing  to  the  Conservators  his  best  thanks 
for  the  letter  of  Lord  Bandon,  in  which  the  latter 
referred  to  the  manner  in  which  for  many  years  past 
the  fishery  laws  in  the  South  of  Ireland  had  been 
enforced  by  the  constabulary.  Mr.  Brennan,  secre- 
tary, stated  that  both  the  coimty  inspectors  of  police 
had  also  written  expressing  their  thanks.  At  the 
Dungarvan  Petty  Sessions  recently  Walter  Mitchell 
was  prosecuted  for  illegal  trawling  of?  the  coast  of 
the  county  Waterford.  The  defendant — who  was 
skipper  of  the  Falmouth,  belonging  to  the  Western 
Steam  Trawling  Company,  Bristol,  at  the  time 
when  she  was  caught  illegally  trawling — was  fined 
£100.  According  to  the  annual  accounts  of  the  Sea 
and  Coast  Fisheries  Fund  for  Ireland,  the  amount 
advanced  in  1907  was  £4464  14s.  lOd.,  bringing  the 
total  up  to  £43,667  7s.  7d.  on  1803  loans.  The 
securities  (promissory  notes)  given  for  principal  and 
interest  at  2|  per  cent,  were  value  for  £46,799,  and 
of  that  sum  £38,193  Is.  lOd.  has  been  repaid  ; 
£7808  9s.  3d.  has  not  yet  matured  for  payment,  and 
the  total  arrears  are  only  £423  10s.  6d.  on  sixty-nine 
loans,  of  which  £373  3s.  lOd.  is  regarded  as  irre- 
coverable. Sea-angling  has  been  productive  of  good 
sport  at  pollack  recently,  generally  along  the 
Atlantic  coast  from  Cork  to  Donegal. 

Cork. 

The  Cork  A.  A.  held  a  competition  on  the  North 
Bride  on  May  17,  when  there  was  a  good  turn-out 
of  the  members.  First  prize  and  cup,  Mr.  E.  H. 
Perry  ;  second  prize,  Mr.  Moore  (also  the  prize  for 
heaviest  trout) ;  and  Mr.  D.  Corkerry,  third. 
North  of  Ireland. 

At  Newcastle  (co.  Down)  Petty  Sessions  last  week 
tlu-ee  Newcastle  men — Jolm  Lenaghan,  James 
Rooney,  and  Michael  Murphy,  respectively  masters 


of  the  trawlers  Jauhella,  Helen,  and  Seabird — 
were  prosecuted  for  illegal  trawling  in  Dun- 
drum  Bay.  On  Dec.  3,'  1851,  a  Ijyo-law  had 
been  passed  prohibiting  trawling  in  Dundrum 
Bay  insido  a  lino  from  Hellyhvmter  Rock,  off 
Cranfield  Point,  and  St.  .John's  Point.  That  line, 
it  was  submitted,  had  been  invaded  by  the  defen- 
dants. After  hearing  the  witnesses  for  the  defence, 
who  contradicted  the  direct  evidence  in  several 
particulars,  the  Court  fined  Rooney  in  £10  witli  the 
forfeiture  of  the  net,  and  dismissed  the  cliarges 
against  the  other  defendants.  '  The  annual  meeting 
of  the  Coloraine  Board  of  Conservators  was  held  on 
May  10,  Mr.  Lloyd,  J. P.,  presiding.  The  inspector, 
in  liis  report,  stated  that  the  trout  fry  which  had 
been  placed  in  the  pond  at  Randalstown  a  year  ago 
were  discharged  on  April  14,  and  were  found ',to  be 
in  good  condition.  Mr.  Meenan  and  other  conser- 
vators were  present  at  the  time,  and  were  liighly 
pleased  at  the  growth  of  the  fry.  T About  .5000 'were 
taken  to  the  pond  at  Toome,  and  5000  to  the  River 
Maine.  During  the  last  three  weeks  80,000  Loch 
Levens  and  1 10,000  brown  trout  fry  liad  been  placed 
in  the  rivers  adjoining  Lough  Neagh.  The  clerk  was 
directed  to  call  the  attention  of  mill-owners,  espe- 
cially those  near  the  Sixmilewater,  to  the  dis- 
charge of  poisonous  effluent  into  the  river,  which  was 
so  injurious  to  the  fish.  The  attention  of  the  Board 
was  directed  to  the  subject  of  eel-lines  for  the  cap- 
ture of  eels  in  Lough  Neagh,  these  being  fixed 
engines,  and  the  inspector  was  instructed ^to  make 
an  inspection  of  same,  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Board  at  the  next  meeting.  The  R.I.C.  (Belfast) 
A.A.  had  an  excursion  on  May  12.  The  members 
divided  their  forces,  some  going  to'the^Lagan,  at 
Dromore,  some  to  the  Crumlin,  Glenavy,  Sixmile- 
water, and  Clady.  The  following  were  the  principal 
catches  : — Constable  Frayne  and  CoiLstablo 
Magowan,  twenty-seven  and  twenty-three  trout 
respectively  on  the  Crumlin  ;  on  the  Glenavy,  Con- 
stable Gunning,  eighteen  trout  ;  on  the  Sixmile- 
water, Head-constable  Fogarty,  four  trout  ;  Ser- 
geant Hill,  one  ;  on  the  Lagan,  Head-constable 
Beddy,  one  ;  on  the  Clady,  Constable  Price,  four  ; 
and  Sergeant  Paisley,  two  trout.  The  killing  flies 
were  Hare's  Ear  and  Cowdung. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


On  Wednesday,  May  20,  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchia 
occupied  the  chair  for  business  purposes,  replaced 
by  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  for  social  purposes. 

Reports  from  stations  may  be  described  as  pro- 
mising, mackerel  and  spring  pollack  appearing  in 
their  proper  places,  and  anglers  mustering.  The 
fine  warm  weather  brought  the  fish  in  shore  every- 
where, good  takes  of  codling,  pouting,  and  eels  being 
reported  from  Brightlingsea.  The  South  coast  has 
made  a  good  start,  but  the  season  is  young. 

A  grateful  member  who  had  received  benefits  at 
the  eye  wards  at  Guy's  Hospital  evinced  gratitude, 
and  through  the  secretary  urged  members  to  send 
nice  parcels  of  the  fish  they  caught  to  the  care  of 
the  "  Sister  in  Charge  "  and  the  members  thought 
that  the  patients'  enjoyment  would  be  a  full  reward 
for  this  little  forethought  on  their  part. 

Mr.  B.  M.  Oakeshott  read  a  paper  upon  "  Cheap 
Sea  Angling  for  Beginners."  Drawing  upon  his 
experience,  he  indicated  many  ways  in  which  the 
expense  of  a  day's  sea  angling  could  be  brought 
within  the  means  of  even  a  poor  man — and,  as  he 
said,  there  were  even  poor  sea  anglers. 

His  remarks,  and  those  of  other  members  present, 
upon  this  subject  may  be  dealt  with  later  on.  Oddly 
enough,  the  discussion  was  diverted  to  questions 
put  by  "  Dragnet  " — "  When  was  a  codling  not  a 
codling  ?  "  He  wanted  a  definition,  and  no  defini- 
tion could  bo  found.  Some  said  it  depended  upon 
"who  caught."  The  scientist  preferred  calling  it  a 
cod  when  it  arrived  at  the  age  of  puberty.  Then 
"  Dragnet  "  wanted  to  know  at  what  oge  or  weight 
that  happened.  Finally  it  was  agreed  that  these 
questions  ought  to  be  settled.  Mr.  Minchin  said 
the  male  cod  attained  maturity  at  about  the  length 
of  about  24Ln.,  the  female  from  27in.  to  30in. ; 
the  male  probably  in  the  third  year ;  but  these 
names  were  purely  local,  and  the  English  language 
ran  with  much  freedom  round  our  coasts.  p'or 
market  purposes  there  was  a  distinction — 61b.  to 
71b.  ap;  eared  to  be  a  usual  limit.  In  Norway  they 
had  always  the  two  names  but  the  fish-curers  fixed 
it  upon  the  fish  being  worth  splitting  for  curing. 

Thanks  were  awarded  to  Mr.  Oakeshott  for  his 
paper,  and  to  the  chairmen  for  their  services. 

'•  Dragnet  "  drew  some  wise  distinctions  between 
"Cheapnes4"  and  "Dearness,"  and  between  the 
"  Cheapness  that  was  dear  and  neisty,  and  the 
Dearness  that  was  indeed  Cheap  but  nasty  only." 

Let  each  angler  settle  this  for  himself,  said  he  

don't  dogmatise. 

Next  Wednesday,  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker,  as  an  old 
angler,  will  tell  a  "  True  Fairy  Tale."  H.  P, 
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Jottings  by  the  Way. 

fSpring  must  hang  laburnum  blossoms 

On  each  arched  bough. 
And  the  white  and  purple  lilac 

Should  be  waving  now  / 
Spring  must  breathe  till  frosts  shall  vanish 

At  her  breath  away. 
And  then  load  the  air  around  her 

With  the  scent  of  May. 

— A.  A.  Peocter. 


City  of  London  Piscatorials. 

The  latest  device  for  sustaining  the  interest  of 
the  above  society  is  a  visit  to  the  Natural  History 
Museum,  South  Kensington,  on  Saturday  (to-day). 
May  23,  when  Professor  G.  A.  Boulenger,  F.R.S., 
has  kindly  promised  to  personally  conduct  a  party 
of  members  and  friends  and  explain  and  expatiate 
on  some  of  the  more  remarkable  specimens  exhibited. 
The  place  of  assembly  is  the  principal  Entrance 
Hall,  and  the  time  3.45  to  4  p.m.  Verily  an  intel- 
lectual treat  is  in  store  for  those  who  can  avail 
themselves  of  the  kind  offer. 


Fishing. 

A  YOUTH  beside  the  water  sits. 

The  noonday  sun  is  warmly  beaming ; 
Hi-i  nose  and  neck  are  turkey  red. 

His  eye  with  radiant  hope  is  gleaming. 
He  watches  close  the  bobbin?  cork 

Advance  upon  the  tiny  billows ; 
A  jerk,  a  swish,  and  high  above 

He  lands  a  sucker  in  the  willows. 

That's  fishing. 

A  fair  maid  trips  the  tennis-court, 

A  dozen  eye*  admire  her  going ; 
Her  black -and-yellow  hat  band  burns 

A  hole  right  through  the  sunset's  glowing; 
She  drives  the  ball  across  the  net 

And  into  hearts  consumed  with  wishing 
She  drives  a  dart  from  Cupid's  bow. 

She'll  land  a  sucker  too. 

She's  fishing. 

My  little  wife  beside  me  stands 

And  steals  a  dimpled  arm  around  me, 
A  kiss  upon  my  lips — that's  bait — 

Some  information  to  astound  me ; 
Her  bonnet  is  quite  out  of  style. 

Her  summer  wrap  quite  past  the  using. 
That  lovely  one — so  cheap  at  Brown's — 

Is  just  the  one  she  would  be  choosing. 
That's  fishing. 

So,  whether  the  game  be  fish  or  men, 

"The  bait  be  kisses,  worms  or  blushes. 
The  place  at  home  by  sunny  pool. 

Or  tennis  ground  at  evening's  hushes, 
'Tis  the  old  game  the  serpent  played 

With  Mother  Eve  in  Eden's  bowers. 
And  Adam's  sons  and  daughters  all 

Will  love  the  sport  to  time's  last  hours. 
That's  fishing. 

— Asian, 


19,  Adam  Street,  Adelphi,' 
Strand,  London,  W.C. 


London  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 

J  HAVE  received  the  annual  report  and'statement 
of  accountsof  the  ever-green  A.B.S.,  and  am  pleased 
to  observe  that  it  continues  to  flourish.  Grants 
amounting  to  nearly  £300  have  been  made,  yet  the 
bank  balance  is  only  lessened  by  about  £1.  The 
expenditure,  other  than  grants,  stands  at  the 
phenomenally  low  figure  of  £27  10s.  The  member- 
ship has  been  maintained— a  proof  that  in  normally 
prosperous  years  there  will  be  a  large  increase,  as 
doubtless  the  new  subscribers  will  be  retained, 
while  old  subscribers,  who  have  through  trade 
depression  had  to  temporarily  drop  out,  will  return. 
^   »  *  *  * 

The  donation  boxes  have  yielded  more  plenteously 
than  last  year,  although  still  below  the  averages  of 
a  few  years  back.  A  big  phim  came  from  the 
Blenheim  A.S.  concert  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant 
in  the  shape  of  £23  4s.  net  proceeds.  The  personnel 
of  the  executive  has  suflered  very  little  change,  and 
still  includes  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  {Fishing  Gazette), 
president,  with  Messrs.  Philip  Geen  (Anglers'  Asso- 
ciation) and  T.  Crumplen  (Central  Association)  as 
vice-presidents.  I  should  much  like  to  see  the 
membership  (2245)  largely  increased,  even  if  it 
meant  a  diminution  in  the  casual  subscriptions. 
The  charge  is  only  Is.  Id.  per  annum  or  £1  Is.  for 
life,  and  all  information  will  be  cheerfully  given  by 
Mr,  W.  Barber  (secretary),  9,  Hetley-road,  Shep- 


herd's Bush,  either  by  post  or,  if  practicable,  by 
personal  attendance  at  society's  meetings.  Of 
course,  only  members  of  an  angling  society  can  join, 
and  I  sincerely  hope  that  when  writing  for  privilege 
tickets  for  the  opening  season  every  angler  who  is 
not  already  a  member  will  become  one. 


Lychnobite  Anglers. 
An  "Outing"  will  take  place  to  Southend-on- 
Sea  on  Saturday,  May  30.  Sid  Child's  Britannia 
has  been  arranged  for,  and  members  will  be  allowed 
to  ask  visitors  to  join  them.  Full  particulars  from 
Hon.  Sec.  W.  J.  Povey,  Falcon  Tavern,  Gough- 
square,  E.C. 


By  the  death  of  Mr.  James  Wratten  on  May  15, 
yet  one  more  of  Deal's  fast-disappearing  links  with 
the  past  has  been  removed.  Mr.  Wratten,  who 
must  be  well  known  to  very  many  Deal  sea  anglers, 
was  seventy-six  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  His  life  was  not  only  a  long  but  an  exceed- 
ingly adventurous  one.  In  early  life  he  joined  the 
Royal  Navy,  and  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Crimean 
War  went  to  the  Baltic  in  Sir  Charles  Napier's  fleet, 
and  was  present  at  the  engagements  in  which  the 
fleet  was  engaged.  Subsequently  he  went  to  the 
Black  Sea,  and  did  considerable  service  ashore  in 
one  of  the  Balaclava  forts. 

*  »  *  * 

After  serving  his  time  in  the  British  Navy,  he 
enlisted  in  the  American  navy,  and  spent  seven 
years  in  the  Federal  service,  mostly  on  board  the 
Sabine,  and  took  part  in  many  of  the  naval  engage- 
ments of  the  long  Civil  War.  Subsequently  he  was 
at  sea  for  a  time  in  merchant  ships,  and  afterwards 
as  a  Deal  boatman  took  part  in  many  stirring 
rescues  and  the  other  events  which  fall  to  a  Deal 
boatman's  lot.  Mr.  Wratten  was  a  fine  specimen  of 
the  British  man-o'-war's  man  of  the  old  school.  He 
leaves  a  widow,  four  sons,  three  of  whom  are  well- 
known  Deal  boatmen,  and  three  daughters  to 
mourn  his  loss. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

On  and  after  Monday,  June  1,  1908, 

THE  EDITORIAL,  ADVERTISEMENT,  AND 
PUBLISHING  OFFICES 

of  the 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

will  be  at 

19,  ADAM  STREET,  ADELPHI, 
STRAND,   LONDON,  W.C, 

where  all  letters  and  other  communications 
must  be  sent. 


A  Diving  Cat. 
It  is  well  known  that  cats  hate  water  but  love 
fish.  The  following  incident  taken  from  the  Mitthei- 
lungen  des  Mahrischen  Landes  -  Fischerei  -  Vereins 
shows  how  far  this  desire  for  a  favourite  dainty  will 
overcome  the  dislike  of  a  wetting.  In  October  last, 
when  the  trout  were  coming  into  the  shallows  to 
spawn,  a  keeper  saw  a  cat  go  bodily  down  into  the 
water  till  only  her  head  was  left  uncovered.  At 
first  he  thought  that  pussy  must  be  troubled  with 
fleas  and  had  adopted  this  original  bnt  effective 
means  of  getting  rid  of  them.  Ho  waited  to  see 
whether  she  would  have  the  courage  to  duck  her 
head  under  when  her  six-legged  population  had 
sought  this  last  refuge.  And,  sure  enough,  in  a 
minute  or  so,  down  went  the  head  also,  but  only  to 
reappear  a  second  or  two  later  with  a  lOin.  trout 
between  the  cat's  jaws,  which  she  promptly  carried 
to  the  bank. 


19,  Adam  Street,  Adelphi, 
Strand,  London,  W.C. 


Protecting  Fruit  Blossom. 
"  It  is  most  desirable,  even  essential  in  many 
instances,"  says  a  writer  in  the  Gardener,  "  that  the 
blossom  on  trees  on  walls  shall  be  protected  from 
cold  winds  and  late  frosts.  One  of  the  simplest 
ways  is  to  use  tanned  netting,  of  double  or  single 
thickness  according  to  the  exposure  of  the  wall  and 
the  weather.  If  this  material  is  securely  attached 
to  good  long  poles  that  will  reach  to  the  top  of  the 


wall,  it  will  be  found  to  be  fairly  easy  to  roll  it  on 
and  off  tlie  trees  as  necessity  demands  ;  or  if  it  ia 
more  con  enient  it  can  be  run  on  hooks  on  rods 
about  eighteen  inches  from  the  wall  at  the  top  and 
drawn  backwards  and  forwards  in  the  same  maimer 
as  a  curtain." 


Putney  Angling  Society. 
The  eighth  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of 
prizes  will  take  place  on  Wednesday,  May  27,  at 
the  Castle  Hotel,  Putney  Bridge-road,  at  7.30. 
Mr.  Tom  Sullivan  will  preside,  and  Mr.  A.  C.  Crane 
will  taUe  the  vice-chair.  Hon.  Sec.  Maber  expects 
to  see  a  very  full  attendance. 


19,  Adam  Stkebt,  Adelphi, 
Strand,  London,  W.C. 


Mr.  Sid  Wright,  I  hear,  offers  to  give  a  handsome 
cup  for  the  gross  weight  of  fish  weighed  in  during 
the  coming  season  by  the  South  London  cluba  at 
the  Boro'  Distillery,  04,  Borough  High-street,  S.E. 


Deadly  Confetti. 

At  first  sis;ht  there  does  not  seem  much  connec- 
tion between  confetti  and  fishing.  But,  according 
to  the  Paris  Cosmos,  the  confetti  used  at  Chamb6ry 
during  the  last  carnival  was  responsible  for  a  serious 
mortality  among  the  fish  in  the  neighbouring  river. 
The  carnival  was  held  in  a  snowstorm,  and  confetti 
and  snowflakes  fell  to  the  ground  mingled  together. 
This  curious  mixture  was  shovelled  into  heaps  and 
thrown  into  the  river,  with  the  re-ult  that  not  long 
after  a  number  of  dead  fish  were  found  floating  on 
its  surface,  while  thousands  of  other  fish  died  from 
the  same  cause  in  Lake  Bourget,  into  which  the 
river  flows.  It  was,  apparently,  the  colouring 
matter  in  the  confetti  which  caused  the  mischief. 


The  Holiday. 

He  gave  his  eyes  to  the  skies  so  blue. 

His  ears  to  the  birds  and  bees  ; 
And  he  gave  liis  heart  to  the  breeze  that  flew 

Away  over  empty  seas. 

And  he  saw  the  depths  that  he  could  not  sound, 
And  he  heard  the  unworldly  songs; 

And  his  heart,  unfettered,  fled  past  the  bound 
Of  a  tired  life's  rights  and  wrongs. 

And  he  neither  wrought,  nor  played,  nor  slept. 

Nor  troubled  with  good  and  ill ; 
And  his  dreams  were  vague  as  the  scents  that  swept 

And  sweetened  the  lonely  hill.  : 

And  there  from  morning  till  eve  he  lay," 

And  never  a  joy  he  sought ; 
But  he  came  home  glad  at  the  close  o'  the  day, 

J3ecause  he  had  lived  for  nought. 

—J.  J.  B. 


The  Deep  C — Not  Fishing. 

"When  I  was  playing,"  says  Sir  Charles  Santley 
in  the  Musical  Home  Journal,  "in  'The  Rose  of 
Castile,'  for  Louisa  Pyne's  benefit,  George  Honey,  a 
clever  comedian — why  he  ever  went  into  opera  I 
never  could  understand,  for  he  knew  practically 
nothing  about  singing — asked  me,  m  the  duet  I 
sang  with  him,  to  allow  him  plenty  of  time  to  get 
out  the  low  C.  Naturally  I  agreed  to  do  so,  but 
Honey  reckoned  without  that  low  C,  and  I  walked 
up  and  down  the  stage  anxiously  waiting  to  hear  it. 
But  it  came  not.  When  I  turned  round,  however, 
I  saw  him,  with  a  face  as  red  as  a  turkey-cock,  on 
the  verge  of  bursting  but  making  no  sound." 


Holidays  among  the  Yorkshire  Wolds. 

"Yorkshire  Resorts"  is  the  title  of  an  illus- 
trated booklet  of  twenty-eight  pages  published  by 
the  Midland  Railway  Company  as  a  vade  mecum 
for  holiday  makers  in  that  most  charming  and 
beautiful  part  of  Yorkshire,  the  West  Riding.  The 
main  attractions  of  Harrogate,  Ilkley,  Ben  Rhyd- 
ding,  Bolton  Abbey,  and  Grassington  are  set  forth 
in  a  concise  form,  with  particulars  of  the  cheap 
ticket  arrangements.  The  cover  ia  a  neat  com- 
bination of  photo-lithography,  and  the  booklet, 
together  with  a  time-table  folder,  may  be  obtained, 
on  application,  of  any  of  the  Midland  Railway 
Company's  station-masters,  town  agents,  district 
superintendents,  or  the  Superintendent  of  the  Line, 
Derby. 


Country  Gentleman  (engaging  a  keeper) :  "  Er 
— what  name  did  you  say  ?  "  "  O'Halloran,  sorr." 
Country  gentleman:  "Irish,!  suppose?"  O'Hal- 
loran :  "  Thank  ye,  sorr — or  a  drop  of  beer  will  suit 
me  if  it's  handier."  Dragnet. 
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'glofcs  from  H)C  W^oxtl). 


On  one  or  two  reaches  of  the  Dee  and  Spey 
some  splendid  sport  is  being  got.  On  Major  David- 
son's Dess  water,  Deeside,  hut  not  by  the  Major, 
sixteen  fish  were  creeled  last  week,  wliile  Miss 
Pickering  had  a  beauty  of  17|lb.  on  the  Lodge 
section. 


Captain  Quintin  Dick  has  run  up  a  score  of 
seventy-eight  fish,  being  the  third  best  section  on 
the  Dee. 


On  the  Spey  Mr.  Clutterbuck  and  Lord  Nortlibrook 
are  getting  a  few,  while  Mr.  J.  W.  H.  Grant  had 
two,  81b.  and  121b.,  on  Carron  House  water. 


Dr.  Fowler,  Ellon,  had  forty  finnock  and  sea- 
trout  on  the  Ythan  tidal  waters  on  May  14.  Strange 
as  it  may  appear.  Captain  Arthur  on  the  Dee  tidal 
at  same  time  had  about  the  same  number  of  fish 
there.  Both  gentlemen  were  using  flies  of  the 
Cinnamon  and  Silver  order. 


Captain  Ewing,  on  the  Dee,  had  seven  fish  on'the 
Tillieburies  section,  but  with  the  exception  of  the 
Tor-na-Coil  anglers,  the  very^l^est  of  sport  is  all  to 
the  gillies. 


On  the  Aberlour  House  water,  Speyside,  Captain 
Moon'had  two  fish  of^51b.  and  131b. 


Not  a  salmon  is  being  got  on  any  of  the  middle 
or  upper  reaches  of  the  Don,  and  very  few  trout. 
The  reason  is  not  far  to  seek.  There  is  too  much 
snow  broth  getting  into  the  upper  waters.  Once 
the  temperatvire  begins  to  rise  all  will  be  well. 


A  gamekeeper  was  fined  30s.  in  the  Stranraer 
Sheriff  Court  for  taking  a  nest  of  five  young  ravens, 
against  the  Wild  Birds'  Protection  Act.  His  plea 
that  he  had  been  born  killing  ravens  and  such 
"  varmin  "  was  of  no  avail. 


Some  splendid  finnock  and  sea-trout  sport  is 
agoing  for  the  asking  just  now  on  the  Duke  of 
Richmond's  Garmouth  fishings.  It  is  the  season 
there  as  well  as  on  the  Lossie,  and  a  good  head  of 
fish  is  already  into  the  waters. 


Mr.  Harry  Duncan  (a  Glasgow  gentleman), 
writing  from  Dul?town,  says  :  "  We  have  only  had 
two  good  days'  sport  here  this  season,  and  that  to 
the  worm,  which  I  hate  to  see,  and  never  vise. 
But  I  hear  and  see  that  the  Fiddooh  was  never  so 
full  of  fine  trout  as  it  is  at  present,  and  all  free. 
A  few  days'  rain  would  do  mvich  good." 

Special  Scotch. 


AVON  PRESERVATION  SOCIETY. 

Satisfactory  progress  is  being  made  in  the 
formation  of  the  Avon  Preservation  and  Restocking 
Society,  and  anglers  in  the  Bristol  and  Bath  districts 
are  looking  forward  to  an  early  beneficial  develop- 
ment of  the  work  of  the  society.  Efforts  are  being 
made  to  make  the  society  widely  known,  in  the  hope 
that  all  anglers  will  come  forward  with  their  financial 
support,  and  already  over  £30  has  been  subscribed 
or  promised  towards  the  fimds.  About  £100,  how- 
ever, will  be  necessary  to  put  the  society  on  a 
working  basis,  so  that  it  is  hoped  those  interested  in 
the  scheme  will  make  early  contributions  to  the 
hon.  sec.  (IMr.  F.  G.  Stanley  Jones,  Evening  News 
Office,  Bristol).  Among  those  who  have  already 
kindly,  consented  to  honour  the  society  with  their 
patronage  are  : — His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Beaufort, 
the  Lord  Bishop  of  Bristol,  the  Rt.  Hon.  Lord 
Edmond  Fitzmaurice,  Sir  John  Dickson  Poynder, 
M.P.,-Howell  Davies,  Esq.,  M.P.,  G.  A.  Gibbs,  Esq., 
M.P.,'  and  Colonel  Cuyler.  The  society  has  been 
extremely  fortunate  in  securing  as  its  first  chair- 
man of  committee  Mr.  A  E.  Evans,  R.N.R., 
F.R.G.S.,  a  gentleman  of  very  considerable  influence, 
and,  moreover,  an  excellent  all-rovmd  sportsman. 
He  is  a  good  shot,  he  fences,  boxes,  cycles,  and 
swims,  but  his  favourite  pastime  is  angling,  and  so 
energetically  is  he  throwing  himself  into  the  work 
of  the  new  society  that  he  has -arranged  to  give 
up  all  offices  held  by  him  in  other  societies  so  as 
to  be  able  to  devote  more  time  and  energy  to  the 
objects  and  success  of  the  Avon  Preservation 
and  Restocking  Society.  Mr.  Evans,  who  is  a 
gentleman  of  fine  physique,  having  been  a  pupil  of 


Sandow  for  some  years,  is  a  District  Superintendent 
of  H.M.  Board  of  Trade  (Marme  De^t.)  and  H.M. 
India  Office  ;  also  Registrar  of  the  Royal  Naval 
Reserves,  and  recently  received  from  the  Admiralty 
a  commission,  signed  by  the  King,  appointing  him 
as  Staff  Paymaster  in  the  Reserve  of  the  Royal 
Navy.  This  appointment  ranks,  relatively,  with 
senior  majors  or  lieut. -colonels  in  the  Army,  and 
is  the  "  blue  riband  "  of  the  Civil  b-anch  in  the 
Reserve.  Mr.  Evans  has  had  the  honour  of  presen- 
tation at  Court,  and  attends  Court  functions.  It 
is  worthy  of  mention  that  during  his  interesting 
career  Mr.  Evans  has,  at  the  risk  of  his  own  life, 
saved  four  persons  from  drowning.  He  is  generous, 
genial,  tactful,  and  businesslike  to  a  degree,  and 
with  such  a  gentleman  at  its  head  the  success  of 
the  society  ought  to  be  assured.  One  of  the  most 
satisfactory  features  of  the  preliminary  negotiations 
is  that  there  is  every  promise  of  the  Board  of 
Conservators  assisting  the  new  society  in  every 
way,  Mr.  Foster  Barham,  the  clerk  to  the  board, 
in  a  letter  to  the  secretary  having  expressed  hia 
personal  pleasure  on  the  formation  of  the  society 
and  his  willingness  to  receive  a  deputation  to  go 
thoroughly  into  the  matter,  feeling  sure  that  his 
board  will  be  ready  to  give  every  assistance  to  the 
new  society.  A  meeting  of  the  Avon  Preservation 
and  Restocking  Society  was  held  recently,  when 
the  foregoing  details  were  reported  upon  and  other 
business  transacted. 

F.  G.  Stanley  Jones,  Hon.  Sec. 


A  SPORTSMAN— THE  SEA  ANGLER'S 
IDEAL. 


The  members  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society 
at  their  meeting  last  week  tried  to  arrive  at  some 
clear  definition  of  "What  a  Sportsman  is."  Diction- 
ary definitions  had,  as  is  so  often  found  to  be  the 
case,  to  be  discarded.  No  time  w&s  wasted  upon 
them,  and  it  looked  very  much  as  though  they 
had  drawn  a  blank.  But  led  by  that  excel- 
lent and  true  sportsman  Mr.  "Jack"  Reay, 
of  old  L.A.C.  renown,  who  opened  the  subject, 
very  many  of  those  present  talked,  and  talked 
much,  and  gradually,  as  sportsman  after  sportsman 
gave  utterance  to  his  feelings,  the  subject,  though 
never  defined,  assumed  a  living  shape,  and  it  was 
found  to  be  one  upon  which  all  were  agreed. 

Mere  talk  is  difficult  to  reproduce,  but  the  follow- 
ing is  an  attempt  to  give  form  to  the  intangible. 

The  at  present  popular  effort  to  restrict  the  title 
to  one  who  "  kills  something,"  did  not  give  much 
trouble,  as  the  sea  angler  always  means  killing  his 
fish,  if  sizeable  ;  if  it  is  not,  he  does  not  consider  it 
any  sport  at  all,  and  is  sorry  for  the  little  fish,  treats 
it  tenderly  and  puts  it  back  into  the  sea.  Mr.  Reay 
was  bold  enough  to  say  that  he  was  only  now 
learning  to  fish,  but  contended  that  a  life  spent 
in  the  pursuit  and  practice  of  other  kinds  of  sport 
fully  qualified  him  as  a  judge,  and  he  spoke 
with  no  uncertain  voice.  You  must,  he  said,  match 
yourself  against  someone  or  something,  and  you 
must  do  it  for  diversion,  for  enjoyment.  The 
true  sea  angler  prefers  to  match  himself  against 
the  fish,  and,  above  all,  to  "play  the  game." 
Don't  reduce  your  pursuit  to  a  killing  cer- 
tainty— give  him  a  chance.  Don't  use  a  bunch  of 
hooks  and  tackle  that,  even  when  you  are  clumsy, 
cannot  break.  Men  like  Mr.  Hyde,  who  had 
reduced  his  fishing  gear  to  minimum  size,  and  relied 
upon  pure  skill  in  its  use  for  success,  exemplified  his 
meaning.  The  present  excessive  competition  in 
most  sports— playing  for  averages,  your  personal 
average  and  not  for  your  side,  was  not  playing  the 
game. 

Again,  "give  and  take"  is  a  part  of  all  true 
games.  The  angler  who  will  not  help  even  a  com- 
peting fellow  angler  with  part  of  his  store,  in  case 
of  need,  is  not  playing  the  game.  [Jostling  your 
opponent,  driving  away  the  tee,  and  bursting  up 
the  game  with  a  last  shot  in  bowl-i,  potting  your 
opponent  in  a  friendly  game  at  billiards — all  this 
is  not  the  characteristic  of  the  true  sportsman. 
He  must  play  unselfishly  and  with  consideration 
for  others,  and  when  licked  turn  up  smiling — up 
to-day,  grassed  to-morrow — all  for  the  game,  and 
not  for  what  he  gets  out  of  it.  And  the  members 
said  Yea,  Amen.  Messrs.  Parker,  Summers,  Mallet, 
Nickels,  Hyde,  bass,  "  Dragnet,"  Holcombe, 
Minchin,  and  others  followed  in  the  same 
strain,  and  it  was  found  to  be  easy  to  define  what 


Special  Notice. — On  and  after  Monday,  June  1, 
1908,  the  Editorial,  Advertisement,  and  Publishing 
Offices  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  at  19,  Adam- 
street,  Adelphi,  Strand,  London,  W.C.,  where  all 
letters  and  other  communications  must  be  sent. 


a  sportsman  may  not  do.  He  should  not  compete 
for  prizes  for  the  sake  of  their  intrinsic  value.  He 
should  not  go  in  for  a  take  of  gross  weight  of  every 
kind  of  fish  that  comes  to  his  hook,  whether  he  is 
fishing  for  cod,  or  for  whiting,  for  dabs,  or  for  skate, 
and  weighing  up  every  conceivable  size  that  the 
authorities  in  a  competition  will  permit. 

It  has  been  said  that  a  sportsman  is  bred,  not 
made.  Ah,  yes,  but  some  chastening  and  eomo 
training  will  speedily  raise  the  quality — this  the 
B.S.A.S.  was  steadily  and  persistently  doing,  and 
of  malice  aforethought.  Shabby,  selfish  work 
would  not  go  down  with  its  members,  they  were 
all  proud  to  think. 

The  popular  competitions,  while  often  won  by 
good  sportsmen,  it  was  generally  held  did  not  help 
to  produce  them.  Popularise  the  sport  it  doubt- 
less did,  but  that  was  not  an  unmixed  good.  Pit 
your  skill  against  the  cunning  of  your  quarry  and 
beat  him  if  you  can.  Try  and  come  out  first, 
but  carry  out  the  game.  Risk  something — your 
tackle  if  you  are  not  skilful  enough  to  keep 
it  intact;  a  wetting  if  the  weather  is  bad;  well, 
your  life  even,  in  going  down  to  the  sea  in  boats. 
All  ministers  to  the  game.  And  by  all  means  don't 
play  to  the  gallery.  The  piers  at  many  of  our  sea- 
side resorts  bear  full  evidence  of  this  unsportsman- 
like weakness.  What  snobbishness  in  sea  angling  ! 
It  must  not  be. 

Take  some  personal  part  in  the  selection  and 
preparation  of  your  tackle,  the  management  of 
your  boat,  the  securing  of  your  bait.  Don't  let  the 
big  purse  and  the  tackle-dealer's  skill  be  the  only 
foundation  of  your  success.  "  Play  the  game."  Pit 
your  skill  and  strength  against  the  activity  of  the 
fish.  And,  above  all  things,  do  not  brag  of  your 
doings.  They  will  not  be  overlooked.  The  good 
sportsman  loves  to  dilate  upon  the  other  one's 
success.  And  Mr.  Reay  wound  up  with  the 
apophthegm  :  "  Success  is  not  necessarily  the  gauge 
of  the  good  sportsman."  H.  P. 


ROCKLAND  BROAD  FISHINa  CASE. 


The  hearing  of  the  case  involving  the  right  of  the 
public  to  fish  on  Rockland  Broad  was  commenced 
on  Friday,  May  1 ,  at  Swainsthorpe  Petty  Sessions, 
before  Lord  Lindley,  Mr.  J.  H.  Gurney,  Mr.  R.  H. 
Denny,  Sir  Maurice  Boileau,  Mr.  Knight,  and 
Colonel  Curry.  Mr.  C.  J.  Homor,  on  behalf  of  Sir 
Charles  Henry  Stuart  Rich,  Bart.,  of  Hoveton  St. 
John,  laid  information  charging  Messrs.  Henry 
Walter  Postle,  architect,  of  Brundall,  and  Hanbury 
Williams  with  unlawfully  attempting  to  take  and 
destroy  fish  in  Rockland  Broad,  which  was  described 
as  the  private  property  of  Sir  Charles.  Mr.  F.  K. 
North,  instructed  by  Mr.  C.  Row,  appeared  in 
support  of  the  information,  while  Mr.  Edmund 
Reeve  (Messrs.  Mills  and  Reeve)  appeared  for 
the  defendants.  At  the  first  hearing  the  case 
for  the  complainant  was  stated  at  length,  several 
witnesses  were  heard,  and  Mr.  Reeve  for  the 
defence  submitted  that  the  evidence  warranted 
the  magistrates  in  coming  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  defendants  believed  they  had  a  right  to  fish  the 
broad,  and  that  therefore  he  ought  not  to  be  called 
upon  to  make  any  further  answer  to  the  charge, 
though  he  was  prepared  to  do  so.  Eventually  Lord 
Lindley,  on  behalf  of  the  Bench,  said  they  could 
not  stop  the  case  then,  and  adjourned  it  for  a  week. 

At  the  resumed  hearing  Mr.  Reeve  opened  the 
case  for  the  defence,  stating  his  contention  in  the 
first  place  that  Sir  Charles  Rich  had  no  title  to  the 
broad,  and  secondly,  that  even  if  he  had,  the  broad 
was  both  tidal  and  navigable,  and  Sir  Charles 
had  not  shown  that  he  had  any  free  grant  of 
fishery  from  the  Crown  since  the  time  of 
Henry  the  Second.  With  regard  to  the  important 
question  of  tidal  influence,  Mr.  Reeve  quoted 
mathematical  calculations  to  prove  that  by  far  the 
greater  portion  of  the  admitted  rise  and  fall  of 
Rockland  Broad  could  only  be  due  to  tide.  Expert 
witnes.-es  for  the  defence  were  called  in  Mr.  A.  H. 
Plowright,  civil  engineer,  who  gave  it  as  his  opinion 
that  the  water  in  Rockland  Broad  was  distinctly 
tidal,  and  Mr.  T.  F.  Wright,  surveyor,  who  con- 
firmed this  view. 

Finally,  after  the  magistrates  had  consiilted,  the 
chairman  said  that  the  title  of  Sir  Charles  Rich  had 
been  disputed,  but  into  that  matter  he  did  not 
intend  to  go ;  for  the  purposes  of  the  case  he  would 
assume  that  the  complainant  was  entitled  to  suc- 
ceed in  the  case  unless  the  water  was  proved  to  be 
tidal.  The  real  point  of  the  case  was  whether  the 
water  was  tidal  or  not.  The  evidence  that  it  was 
seemed  to  the  magistrates  to  be  overwhelming,  and 
it  was  plain  that  Rockland  Broad  was  a  public, 
navigable,  and  tidal  piece  of  water.  Therefore  the 
case  must  be  dismissed,  and  the  magistrates  would 
allow  the  defendants  forty  guineas  costs. 
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REPELLER 


TO  TROUT  AND  SALMON       to  dry  fly  fishers. 


FISHERS, 


which    Is    NOT  GREASY, 

■^non-poisonous.  perfectly 
'harmless,  easily  applied, 

pleasant  and  refreshing  to  use. 

Prepnred  hy 

FRANK  A.  ROGERS,  327,  Oxford  St.,  W. 

DOVEDALE,  Ashbourne. 

IZAAK  WALTOFhOTEL. 

Family  Residential  Hotel  and  Ancilers' 
Resort  for  the  Rivers  Dove  and  Manifold. 

Lovely  situation,  within  five  minutes' 
walk  of  the  Stepping  Stones,  Dovedale. 
Spacious  Dining,  Drawing,  and  Private 
Kooms.  Trout  Fishing.  Golf.  Carriages. 
Table  d'Hote  (separate  tables).  Illustrated 
tarifi  from  the  Proprietor,  WM.  EVANS 

FISHING  ON  LOUGH  MELVIN 
THE  HOTEL, 

Gaprison,  County  Fermanagh,  Ireland. 

Under  Neiv  Management. 
Beautifully  situated  on  the  shore  of  Louah 
Melvin ;  eight  miles  long.  Celebrated  for 
Salmon,  Gillaroo,  and  Trout  Fishinsi.  Lonj, 
patronized  by  the  nobility  and  gentry.  Excellent 
cuisine  :  very  comfortable.  Boats  and  experi- 
enced men  provided.  Cars  meet  trains  at 
lielleek  on  receipt  of  notice.— WM.  SAl'NDERS, 
Proprietor. 

DOUGLAS  HOTEL, 

at  Head  of  Loch  Ness, 
FORTAUGUSTUS,  N.B 

Now  acknowledged  best  Salmon  Fishing 
Scotland  from  February.  Good  Trout  Fishinu, 
Jlay  to  July.  Grilse  and  Sea  Trout,  -Tune  to  Sep- 
tember. No  charge  for  Fishing.  Good  boats  ; 
experienced  men  ;  expert  advice.  Eveiy  atten- 
tion given  to  Anglers,  Apply  early  for  boats. 

R.  M.  CAMERON,  Proprietor. 
Telegrams:  "Hotel  Douglas,  Fortaugustus." 

SOUTH  DEVON 

Apartments  To  Let. 

One  minute  from  River  Dart.  Two  miles 
Private  Fishing.  Good  for  Salmon  and 
Trout. — --^pplv, 

MRS.  BEARD, 
Northwood,  Buckfastleigh, 


W.  BAYLIS  &  Co. 

Manufacturers, 

R  E  D  r>  I T  C  H, 

SUPPLY  DIRECT  TO  THE  FISHERMAN. 

Greenheart  Fly  Rod,  3-joint,  1  top,  brazed, 
bronzed  universal  fittings,  in  bag,  lU,  lOi  and 
11  ft.,  5/-  each. 
I  Greenheart  Fly  Rod,  3-]oint,  1  top,  brazed, 
bronzed  universal  flttinr;s,  balance  handle, 
division  bag,  10,  lOf,  and  11  ft.,  7/6. 
Our  "  Favourite  "  Greenheart  Fly  Rod, 
S  joint,  2  tops,  double  brazed,  bronzed  uni- 
versal fittings,  cork  grip,  10,  10*,  and  11  ft., 
10/-  each. 

I  Engrlish  Split-Cane  Fly  Rod,3-joint,  2topt., 
cork  grip,  bronzed  universal  fittings,  hollow 
landnig  handle,  10,  10^,  and  11  ft.,  2l/-each 
Our  Special  Greenheart  Salmon  Rod, 
3-joint,  2  tops,  universal  fittiugs,  double 
brazed,  cork  grip,  13  ft.,  20/-  ;  14  ft.,  22/- 
15  ft.,  24/-  ;  16  ft.,  30/-  each. 
Best  Floating:  Flies,  1/6  per  dozen. 
Our  Special  Trout  Casts,  tapered,  3  yds., 
'       9d.  each. 

Secretaries  of  Fishing  Clubs  and  others  will 
do  well  to  send  for  our  Illustrated  Price  List. 
post  free,  Id. 

GROWN  HOTEL, 


MUCILIN 

(REGISTERED). 

The  Finest  Preparation  for  making  lines 
and  flies  to  float.   Solid  for  lines,  liquid 
for  flies.   Clean  and  easy  to  use. 
'Will  not  injure  the  most  delicate  fibre  of 
I  Cotton,  Flax,  Silk,  or  Wool  ;  neither  oil  nor 
varnish  line  proofings.    Finest  preparation  for 
dressing  pure  silk  lines  for  live  baitini;- or  trolling. 

Sent  out  in  Tins  and  Bottles.  V-  each. 

Statt  wlieii  onlerinu  whether  Solid  or  Liqiiul. 

THOS.^ASP^I  N  ALL 


'Cast  yonr  Eye  on  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES, 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d,, 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 

WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  m.agniftcence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powers 

— having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle, 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 


VENTOR  AM>  SOLK  MAKKK). 

Analytical  and  Manufacturing  Cliemist, 

Carlton  Street  Chemical  Works,  BOLTON. 
RODEL  AND   Fl NSBAY . 

SOUTH  HARRIS, 


SALMON  AND  SEA 
TROUT  FISHING, 

including  the  well-known  Obbe  Lochs  ;  excellent! 
hotel  accommodation.— Apply,  W.  B  Mackie 
116,  Hope  Street,  Glasgow.  ' 

Penrith,  Cumberlana,  '  SALMON  FISHING. 


Three  Miles  of  Trout  and 
I  Salmon  Fishing-  in  the  River 
Eamont  free  toVisitors  staying- [ 
I  in  the  Hotel. 

TERMS  ON  APPLICATION. 


A  ROD  WANTED 

to  make  one  of  three  for  the  month  of 
August  next  on  a  splendid  River  in 
Sweden.    Bag  for  August,   1906,  165 
Salmon.    Price  £75.— Apply, 
Wilkinson  &  Son,  47,  Bloomsbury 
Square,  London,  W.C. 


I  WHITE  BROTHERS, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

OMAOH,  IRELAND,  

FRESH  KILLED  TROUT. 

 ^  

TWO^YEAR=OLD  TROUT 

from  Jib.  to  Jib.  weight.  Guaranteed 
cockle  fed,  giving  a  delicious  flavour. 
Any  quantity  forwarded  at  short  notice. 
Price  1/6  per  lb. —  The  Andebton 
Hall  Fisheby,  Horwioh,  Lanes. 

H.  JOHNSON,  Gut  Merchant. 

Send  1/.  for  3  SAMPLE  CASTS.  3  yards  each, 
tapered,  fine,  medium,  and  strong,  and  see 
Quality. 

BEST   SELECTED   DRAWN   GUT,  3,  4,  and  6x, 

13  in.,  2/6  ;  15  in.,  3/- ;  18  in.,  4/-  per  lOO. 
BEST  UIVDRAWN  GUT,  2x,  fine,  16  in.,  2/6; 

18  in.,  3/- ;  20  in.,  3/6  per  100. 
GUT    CASTS.    FIRST    QUALITY,  1  yard,  1/4; 

2  yards,  2/6  ;  3  yards,  3/6  per  doz. 
BEST    SOLID    PLAITED    ROACH    LINES,  per 

100  yards,  1/6;  BARBEL.  2/-;  PIKE.  3/6. 
BEST    NOTTINGHAM    LOBS    AND    BAG,  3/4 

per  1,000.  THE  TRADE  SUPPLIED. 

155,  Waterway  Street,  Nottingham. 


BLAGDON  FISHING.  ' FLOATANE'  LIVERPOOL 


LOCH  ERICHT  HOTEL, 


Fishing    Gentlemen    specially  catered 
for  by 

CHARLES  SIMKIN,  "Laurels," 
Blagdon. 

Excellent  Apartments.     Motor  Shed, 
j  Horse  and  wagonette  on  hire.  Trains 
I  met  either  at  Blagdon  or  Yatton  Railway 
Station. 

IRELAND. 


(REGD.), 


Dalwhinnie,  inverness-shire.     '  DAPPING  OH  LOUGH  ARROW. 

This  commodious  Hotel  now  open  to 
visitors.  Rebuilt  and  newly  furnished. 
Excellent  fishing  on  loch  and  river 
Golf,  tennis,  garage,  petrol,  posting, 
boats  free.'  Telegrams :  Adams,  Dal- 
whinnie. 

GEORGE  ADAMS,  Proprietor, 
late  48,  Jeemyn  Street,  London, 


For  Particulars  and  Accommodation  — 
100  yards  from  Lake,  apply  to— 
GEO.  AGIIESON, 

Arrow  Lodge,  Boyle 


LOUGH  MASK 

The  best  Trout  Lake  in 
the  United  Kingdom  for 
Free  Fishing. 

VALKENBURG'S  HOTEL 

BALUNROBE, 

is  the  nearest  Hotel  to  the  best  part  of 
the  lake.  It  is  clean,  comfortable,  and 
up-to-date.    Terms  moderate. 

JOHN  VALKENBURG,  Proprietor. 

DUNDONMLL  HOTEL 

ULLAPOOL,  ROSS-SHIRE. 

Comfortable  Family  Hotel,  situated  at 
the  head  of  Little  Loch  Broom,  amidst 
some  of  the  most  beautiful  scenery  in  the 
Highlands. 

SPLENDID    SEA  FISHING 
AND  BOATING. 

Visitors  to  this  Hotel  have  the  right 
of  Trout  Fishing  in  five  lochs,  and  are 
taken  to  these  lochs  at  a  merely  nominal 
charge. 

JOHN  URQUHART,  Proprietor. 


ISALMON  FISHING  TO  LET. 

DEE,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 
TWO  R oUslfOIi  JUNE. 

Apply,  Wm.  Bbown  &  Co.,  Pishing  Tackle  I 
Makers,  150,  Union  Street,  Aberdeen. 

ROD  BOX  FOR  SALE. 

Pitch  pine,  very  strong  and  well  made.  I 
I  Size  inside,  6  ft.  3  in.  x  6  in.  wide  x  4i 
in.  deep.  Polished  inside,  black  outside'. 
Straps ;  lock.  A  first-class  article.  Price 
30/-. — Address,  J.  Ceossland,  76,  Ivy 
Park  Road,  Sheffield. 

LONDON  THEATRES. 


For  Dry  Fly  Fishing 

'Floatane'  will  not  wash  otT  and  leaves 
no  skim  on  the  water.   Flies  treated  will  i 
float  for  months. 

Testimonial  from  Capt.  the  Hon.  Reynolds  Moreton. 

20,  Chester  Street.  Tjondon,  Oct..  1904. 
I  have  found  .vour  '  Fj.oatanh  '  tlie  vcrv  best  luc-iiaration  I 
for  Dry  Kly  Fishing  I  have  ever  used.    I  shall  want 
another  supply  for  next  season. 

Wholesale  from  the  Patentee  and  Manufacturer. 

WM.  DODOS,  7,  Easigate,  Peebles  \ 

Sample  Bottle  sent  on  receipt  of  8d, 

Greenheart,  Hickory,  Ash,  and  Lance- 
wood,  specially  selected  by  Experts,  | 
I  supplied  in  logs,  planks  and  squares. 
WHOLESALE  ONLY. 

JOSEPH  OWEN  &  SONS,  Ltd.,| 

Timber  Merchants.  LIVERPOOL. 


Ang-ling"  Association. 

(Founded  1878). 

Beadqtiartevs :  DE  SIT^VA'S  HOTEL, 
Qup.eH  Square  and  St.  .Tolin's  Lane. 


TROUT  &  COARSE  FISHING. 

For  Particulars  of  Memlier.sliip,  apply— 

HY.  L.  GOLDSMITH,  62,  Dale  Street. 


yfALMONfiSHINC 

^^^^  Instruction 

^^^^H  by  (J.d.HAfioy 

^IHI^  HOW  TO  BE  ^UCCESyPUL, 
^poii  free  \  HOW  TO  FUEi.  i 

n  P  f     \  HOW  TO  USE  THEM  / 


P 


ears 


U  AYMARKET  T  H  E  A  T  R  E.— Lessee  anrl 
Manager,  Mr.  Frederick  Hari-ison.  To- 
night at  9,  A  FEARFUL  .JOY.  By  .Sydney 
Grundy.  Jfrs.  Lan^try.  Mr.  Arthur  Bourchier, 
and  Mr.  Allan  Aynesworth.  At  8.30,  PKIDE  OF 
KEGIMENT,  by  F.  D.  Bone.  Matinee  every 
Wednesday  and  Satui-day  at  2;30.  Bojl  Office 
Tel^344  Gen-ard. 

triS  MAJESTY'S  THEATRE. -Mr.  Tree.^- 
■•■•»•  Qight,  and  every  evening,  at  8,  Shakespeare's 
Comedy,  THE  MERCHANT  OF  VENICE 
Shylock,  Mr.  Tree  ;  Portia,  Miss  Alexandra 
Carlisle.  Matinee  every  Wednesday  avidi 
[.Saturday  at  2.  Bo.x  Office,  10  to  10.  Seats 
booked  from  2.;.    Tel.  1,777  Gerrard. 

nALY'S  THEATRE.— Every  Evening  at^SJS 

Matinee  every  Saturday  at  2.30,  a  newi 
Play,  with  Music,  entitled,  THB  MERRY 
WIDOW  ("  Die  Lustige  Witwe  ").  Produced  by 
Mr.  George  Edwardes. 


Siirplns  Library  Booksl 
and  New  Remainders 

OFFERED  AT 

GREATLY  REDUCED  PRICES 

The    MAY    LIST,     now  ready,] 
contains  Popular  Works  on  Sport, 
Travel,  Biography,  and  Fiction 

Sent  post  free  on  application  to 

MUDIE'S  LIBRARY, 

30-34,  New  Oxford  St.,  London. 

241,  Brompton  Road,  8.W. 
48,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C. 


The  goodness  in  Pears' 
Soap  IS  an  antidote  for  all 
bad  complexions. 

For  goodness  sake  use 
Pears\ 

Sold  in  every  land. 


Mat  23,  1908 
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Xetters  to  the  Ebitot- 

LWe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

SFECIAIi  NOTICE.— On  and  after  Monday, 
June  1,  1908,  the  Editorial,  Advertisement, 
and  Publishing  Offices  of  the  "  Fishing  Gazette  " 
will  be  at  19,  Adam-street,  Adelphi,  Sti'and, 
London,  W.C,  -where  all  letters  and  other  com- 
munications must  be  sent. 


THE   LAKES  OF  KILLARNEY. 

Dear  Sib, — I  have  been  told  that  it  is  a  positive 
fact  that  Lord  Iveagh  sold  Mrs.  McKonkey  (an 
American  lady,  since  dead)  last  year  the  above  lake 
or  lakes,  and  that  the  price  paid  was  £82,000.  I 
was  not  aware  that  these  lakes  were  private  pro- 
perty, always  believing  them  to  be  either  the 
property  of  the  nation  or  Crown.  Lord  Iveagh  may 
have  owned  property  bordering  the  lakes,  but  do 
yon  know  whether  or  not  he  owned  the  lakes,  and 
if  not  who  does,  and  have  you  any  knowledge  of 
this  reported  sale  ? — Yovu-s  trulj',  S. 

(Lord  Iveagh  informs  me  he  knows  nothing 
about  it. — Ed.] 


THE   "RIGHT"   OF  FISHING. 

De.ab  Sib, — I  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  advise  me 
as  to  my  right  of  fishing  under  the  following  circum- 
stances :  A  stretch  of  river  that  is  tidal  inasmuch 
that  the  high  tides  run  up.  but  the  low  ones  only 
back  the  river  up  :  na^dgable  when  the  tide  is  run- 
ning, or  when  there  is  plenty  of  water,  but  too 
shallow  in  places  for  boats  when  dead  low,  and  a 
public  right  of  way  on  one  side  of  the  river  ;  but 
when  very  low,  one  would  really  be  in  the  river  bed. 
There  is  a  notice-board  prohibiting  fishing,  and  I 
have  known  of  plenty  being  ordered  off  by  a  keeper 
with  a  gvin,  but  have  never  heard  of  a  prosecution. 
A  reply  through  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  greatly 
oblige, — Yours  truly,  Speod. 

I  This  is  a  question  for  legal  advice  when  all  tli'^ 
facts  as  to  ownership  of  the  land  and  fishing  rights 
are  known. — Ed. J 

HALF- STONE  FLY  AND  STANDARD 
PATTERNS. 

Dear  Sir, — It  is  a  pity  that  there  is  not  a 
standard  pattern  for  all  trout  and  salmon  flies.  You 
find  about  a  dozen  different  dressings  for  Blue  Dun, 
Coch-y-Bondlm,  March  Brown,  and  a  host  of  others 
too  numerous  to  mention.  The  Half-Stone  that  I 
sent  you  was  the  one  always  used  by  that  old  sports- 
man, now  long  gone  over  to  the  Great  Majority, 
George  Soltau,  who  wrote  that  very  useful  book 
on  "  The  Trout  Flies  of  South  Devon."  His  mode 
of  establishing  the  patterns  was  by  numbers,  not 
names,  and  he  had  eighteen  sorts  that  coincided  with 
the  usual  well-known  flies,  such  as  Coch-y-Bondhvi, 
Badger,  March  Brown,  Blue  Dim,  Willow  Bud. 
Blue  LTpright,  Black  Gnat,  Coachman,  etc.  ;  he  had 
samples  that  were  always  tied  in  the  same  way,  and 
he  numbered  these  from  1  to  18,  and  the  dressings 
were  always  the  same.  He  gave  my  late  father 
a  set  of  patterns  which  I  have  now,  and  I  find  it 
much  better  to  go  by  them  than  by  names.  With 
regard  to  the  well-known  fly  Pheasant  Tail,  of 
which  I  sell  some  thousands,  Mr.  Collier  gave  me  the 
pattern  himself  (being  the  originator  of  it),  and 
some  patterns  that  are  tied  up  coimtry  are  not  a 
bit  like  it.  He  has  referred  several  to  me  for  the 
correct  thing  when  they  have  been  disappointed  in 
sport  by  not  having  the  right  pattern.  The  Blue 
Dun  hackles  are  dying  out.  The  breed  of  fowls  is 
not  good  for  laying,  and  the  flesh  is  not  so  good  for  the 
market,  so  the  consequence  is  the  farmers  do  not 
breed  them,  and  we  can  only  get  the  real  article 
by  breeding  them  entirely  f or^flies,  and  so  avoid 
the  abomination  of  dyed  hackles.  I  am  always 
particular  not  to  lose  my  original  patterns  of  flies, 
for  it  is  a  most  difficult  thing  to  make  an  exact 
copy  if  you  have  not  the  original  by  you  to  work 
from. — -Yours  truly,  William  Hbardek. 

Plymouth. 

[I  am  very  glad  there  is  not  a  standard  pattern 
for  all  trout  flies,  or  salmon  either — it  would  reduce 
the  interest  in  fly-making  by  '  5  per  cent.  Person- 
ally, 1  dislike  numbers  instead  of  names  for  flies — a 
number  is  nothing. — Ed.] 


DRESSING  OF  "  HALF-STONE." 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  now  sending  you  the -two 
patterns  of  this  fly  as  dressed  by  Mr.  John  Trviman, 
Chudleigh,  who  has  fished  the  River  Teign  for  the 
past  half-century,  and  whose  flies  are  hard  to  beat, 
whether  for  salmon,  peal,  or  trout.  His  name  is 
well  known  "  down  West,"  and  many  a  fly-book  in 
Scotland,  and  even  in  Canada,  contains  flies  which 


have  "  hatched  out  "  in  his  impretentious-looking 
shop  in  Chudleigh. 

You  will  see  that  the  dressings  are  alike,  except 
that  in  one  pattern  there  is  a  second  hackle  :  Body, 
moles'-fur  and  squirrel,  dubbing  thickest  at  head, 
open-ribbed,  with  pale  yellow  silk  for  lower  two- 
thirds  of  body  ;  hackle,  light  blue  ;  whisks,  same 
colour.  The  extra  hackle  in  one  of  the  patterns 
is  red  under  the  blue,  and  is  the  one  most  favoured 
by  Mr.  Truman.  Salmon  fishermen  in  search  of 
new  and  killing  patterns  might  do  well  to  write  to 
him  for  samples  of  White  Lady  and  Coburg  Fancy. 
I  am  sure  they  would  kill  anywhere. — Yours  truly, 

S.  E.  Dougla.s. 

P.S.  —  How  will  Lord  Avebury's  Bill  affect 
feathers  for  tying  flies,  and  will  fishermen  be  allowed 
to  "  stick  "  flies  in  their  hats  ? 

[I  like  Mr.  John  Truman  of  Chudleigh's  dressing 
of  the  Half-Stone,  especially  with  the  red  hackle. 
(Both  hackles  are  put  on  at  the  shoulder  of  the  fly, 
the  blue  next  the  head  and  the  red  close  up  to  it.) 
I  do  not  think  Lord  Avebury's  Bill  is  likely  to 
become  law.  In  some  ways  it^will  be  a  good  thing 
if  it  does.  I  saw  a  girl  at  the  opening  of  the  splendid 
Franco-British  Exhibition  with  no  less  than  six 
complete  foreign  birds  stuck  on  her  hat,  about  the 
size  of  starlings  ! — Ed.] 


A  HOOK  OVER   3000  YEARS  OLD. 

Dear  Sir, — The  enclosed  photograph  may 
interest  you,  viewed  in  the  light  of  a  certain  recent 
controversy  in  youi'  columns.    The  hook  which  it 


shows  is  part  of  a  collection  acquired  within  the 
last  few  weeks  by  the  British  Museum.  It  belongs 
to  the  Bronze  Age,  was  found  on  the  site  of  an 
ancient  lake-dwelling  at  Unter  ITlildingen,  Boden 
See,  and  the  date  of  it  is,  approximately,  1000  B.C. 
Note  the  slight  outward  curve  of  the  point.  The 
photo  is  "life-size." — Yoots  truly,    T.  A.  Joyce. 


SALMON-FISHING  QUERY. 

Dear  Sir, — The  tides  affect  om-  rivers  Foyle. 
Mourne,  and  Finn  at  Strabane  (fourteen  miles  from 
Derry"),  and  fishermen  about  here  have  an  idea 
that  salmon  or  sea-trout  will  not  rise  when  the  tide 
is  in  or  coming  in.  Would  any  of  your  readers 
Ivindly  inform  me  if  the  tides  affect  fish  rising  to  the 
fly,  etc.,  and  if  so  what  would  be  a  good  bait  to  use, 
if  any,  and  oblige  ? — Yours  truly,  Strab.«je. 


TROUT-FISHING  AT  WHITBY. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  H.  Bell,  re  trout-fishing 
at  Whitby,  nearly  all  the  fishing  in  the  Esk  is 
strictly  preserved,  with  the  exception  of  the  stream 
below  the  dam  at  Ruswarp.  This  is  free,  and  can 
be  fished  by  obtaining  an  Esk  Conservancy  licence- 
price.  Is.  6d. 

Personally,  I  have  not  fished  the  Esk,  though  I 


have  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  fishing  two  of  ita 
tributaries. 

Two  weeks  ago  I  met  a  man  in  the  train  coming 
down  from  Ruswarp  ;  he  had  a  nice  catch  of  elovon 
trout  which  ho  had  caught  there.  1  incjuired  of 
him  what  kind  of  fishing  water  it  was.  Abovo  the 
dam,  I  should  imagine,  woidd  be  the  piaaj  for  a 
dry-fly.  This,  1  understood,  could  be  fished  by 
extra  payment.  Below  the  dam,  wet-fly,  and  you 
have  a  much  bettor  chanco  with  waders. 

If  your  correspondent  cares  to  go  down  to  Goath- 
land,  he  will  find  a  nice  mountain  stream  running 
alongside  the  railway.  This  is  free,  and  can  bo 
fished  with  the  same  Esk  licence.  There  are  plenty 
of  trout,  a  beautiful  stream  with  one  or  two  large 
pools  and  waterfalls,  but  it  is  rather  difficult  to 
negotiate  in  places. 

The  other  tributary  of  tho  Esk  I  spoke  about 
can  only  bo  fished  by  staying  at  a  farmhouse  on  the 
stream.  There  is  not  much  of  it,  but  there  are 
some  good  trout  in  it,  and  parts  of  which  are  only 
suitable  for  tho  dry-fly. — Yours  truly,     C.  E.  A. 

SEA-FISHING   IN  SUTHERLAND. 

Dear  Sib, — Can  any  of  your  readers  who  may 
have  had  personal  experience  of  the  sea-fishing  at 
Scoiuie  and  Rhiconich  in  Sutherland  kindly 
inform  me  what  baits  take  best  with  the  pollack 
there  ?  Is  there  anything  better  than  rubber 
sand-eels  ?  Also  what  other  sea-fish  are  obtain- 
able there  besides  pollack  ? — -Yours  truly, 

Sand-Ebl. 


SUGGESTIONS   AND  INFORMATION 
BE   THE    "  ANGLER'S  DIARY." 

Dear  Sib, — I  am  glad  to  see  that  the  editor  of 
the  Angler's  Diary  is  asking  for  suggestions  and 
corrections,  and  that  some  of  your  readers  have 
already  adopted  the  excellent  plan  of  contributing 
such  matter  through  the  medium  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  May  I  be  permitted  to  contribute  a  note 
or  two,  based  on  recent  experience  ? 

The  Diary  credits  St.  Ives  (Cornwall)  with  "  good 
fishing  from  pier."  There  is  no  pier.  When  I  was 
at  St.  Ives  last  summer  only  a  few  ruins  of  one 
were  \'isible.  And  I  could  not  learn  that  sport 
from  the  stone  jetty  at  the  harbour  mouth  was  of 
much  account. 

Under  the  heading  "  Ilfracombe  "  I  find  another 
note  of  good  pier  fishing.  I  think  this  is  only  to  be 
foimd  in  winter.  Better  while  the  excursion  boats 
are  running  is  the  fishing  from  rocks  at  the  foot 
of  Capstone  Hill — only,  however,  accessible  towards 
low  water. 

On  the  other  hand,  one  may  get  quite  decent 
sport  with  conger,  small  pollack,  occasional  plaice, 
dabs,  and  codling  from  Llandudno  Pier,  which  is 
not  mentioned.  Of  Llandudno  the  Diary  records 
that  "  boats  can  be  obtained  from  the  neighbouring 
town  of  Conway."  If  one  is  after  bass  or  dabs  in 
the  Conway  estuary,  boats  can  be  had  more  con- 
veniently from  Deganwy.  For  fishing  m  the  bay 
or  roimd  the  Orme,  Llandudno  provides  boats  on 
the  spot  in  plenty.  Wliiting  should  certainly  bo 
included  in  the  list  of  fish  credited  to  this  station. 

Of  Shustoke  andWliitacre  the  Diary  knows  only 
the  streams.  The  Birmingham  Corporation  reser- 
voirs here  ought  to  be  noted.  They  furnish  the 
biggest  trout  to  be  fovmd  near  the  city,  though 
permits  (season  only)  are  rather  costly  and  strictly 
limited  in  number. 

What  the  Diary  seems  more  than  anything  else 
to  need  is  additional  information  as  to  the  accessi- 
bility or  otherwise  of  the  streams  and  rivers  whoso 
courses  it  records  so  uselessly  and  at  such  length. 
I  suggest  that  a  great  deal  in  this  way  could  bo 
effected — without  enlarging  the  publication  by  a 
single  page — by  the  adoption  of  a  simple  typo- 
gi-aphical  device.  If  only  the  editor  could  print 
the  names  of  waters  affording  free  fisliing  (say) 
in  italics,  and  the  names  of  waters  to  Ije  fished  bv 
day  or  weekly  ticket  (say)  in  small  capitals,  its 
value  would  be  increased  enormously.  This  would 
be,  I  know,  a  big  undertaking.  But  in  a  few  years 
a  great  deal  in  this  direction  might  be  accomplished. 
— Yovirs  truly,  L.  P.  H. 

[■'  J.  E.  B.  C,"  editor  of  the  Aivjkrs  Diary, 
tells  me  he  will  be  \  ery  glad  to  have  any  suggestions 
and  corrections. — Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  NORTHUMBERLAND. 
De.ar  Sir, — I  did  not  want  to  enter  the  ILsts  on 
this  svibject,  because  I  thought  the  erroneous  ex- 
pressions of  some  of  your  correspondents  would  die 
a  natural  death  hy  silence  ;  but  I  feel,  for  the  sake 
of  the  genuine  angler,  who  wants  to  find  good  sport 
in  om-  Northern  streams,  that  someone  who  knows 
'■  tho  truth  and  nothing  but  the  truth  "  about  the 
Till  should  defend  what  Wallis.  in  his  historv  of 
Northumberland,  has  said,  and  which  assertion 
obtains  to  day — namely,  "  No  coimty  in  this 
island  [British  Island]  can  boa«t  of  finer  rivers 
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and  brooks  than  this."  Wallis  was  speaking  of 
fishing.  I  have  fished  the  rivers  of  Devon,  ^West- 
inorhindA  Derbyshire,  and.  as  an  angler,  Imow 
every  yard  of  the  Tweed  from  Velvet  Hall 
to  Coldstream,;  of  the  Coquet,  the  Wansbeck,  and 
the  Till,  with  its  tribvitary  the  Glen  ;  and,  like 
"  Northumberland  Rover,"  to  me  the  Till  cannot 
be  beaten. 

It  is  true  that  the  natives  scorn  the  idea  of 
coarse  fish,  and  for  that  reason  the  Till  is  justly 
popular  as  a  fly-fishing  stream.  The  clay-bed 
opinion  is  entirely  WTOng  ;  from  Etal  to  Chatton, 
near  Chillingham  (famous  for  its  herd  of  white 
wild  cattle),  it  is  almost  entirely  composed  of  sandy 
shingle.  One  correspondent  spoke  of  the  success 
of  ground-bait — worms,  to  wit^ — on  this  stream. 
Surely  no  fisherman  would  use  a  worm  on  the  Till  ! 
No  doubt  since  the  ad\-ent  of  the  railway  through 
this  picturesque  part  of  the  county,  anglers  are 
more  numerous,  and  fish  more  scarce,  or  at  least 
more  wary,  but  only  last  summer  I  had  a  day  on 
the  Till,  and  my  creel  would  have  gladdened  the 
heart  of  any  disciple  of  "  Old  Izaak." — Yours  trulj', 

P.    A.  DODDSk 

Chairman  of  the  "  Izaak  Walton"  Club, 
Exeter. 


TROUT-FISHING    WANTED    IN  SCOTLAND 
OR  IRELAND,  ETC. 

Dear  Sie. — In  reply  to  letters,  "  Trout-Fishing 
Wanted  in  Scotland  or  Ireland,"  and  "  Good  River 
Trout-Fishing  Wanted,"  allow  me  to  draw  the 
writer's  attention  to  that  obtainable  here  (Stone- 
haven, N.B.).  There  are  several  small  streams  in 
and  around  the  town  where  free  fishing  may  be 
indulged  in.  As  to  the  quality  of  the  sport,  it  can 
be  judged  by  the  fact  that  one  local  fisher's  basket 
last  season  was  a  roimd  himdred  of  sea-trout. 
The  best  stream,  perhaps,  is  the  Cowie,  and  for  it 
Oak  Fly,  Blue  Upright,  Professor,  and  Red  and 
Grey  Hackles  are  recommended. 

In  addition,  there  is  excellent  sea-fishing  in  the 
bay  and  from  the  rocks  for  whiting,  haddock, 
flounder,  gurnard,  codling,  saithe,  lythe,  mackerel 
and  herring. 

In  June  and  September  apartments  are  most 
reasonable.  There  is  a  capital  eighteen-hole  golf 
course. — Yours  truly.  Tag. 


TROUT-FISHING  IN  SCOTLAND  OR  IRELAND 
WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — In  a  letter  in  your  last  issue,  headed 
"  Trout-Fishing  Wanted  in  Scotland  or  Ireland," 
it  is  stated  that  at  Newtownstewart  (where  I  am  at 
present  staying)  "  people  pay  2s.  fid.  per  day." 
This  is  only  the  case  where  the  angler  goes  in  for 
salmon-fishing  ;  for  trout  there  is  only  a  nominal 
charge  of  5s.  for  the  whole  season.  Trout-fishing 
is  now  in  full  swing  here,  but  salmon-fishing  does 
not  commence  until  the  salmon  come  up  the  river 
in  June. — Yours  truly,  Edward  Johnston. 


TROUT-FISHING  IN  SOUTH  WALES  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  kindly  say  where  I  could 
get  trout-fishing  near  Trealaw  or  Pontypridd, 
South  Wales,  either  river  or  lake,  or  both,  if  yovi 
could  tell  me,  and  also  the  price  of  day-tickets,  and 
whom  to  apply  to  for  same  ?  and  oblige. — Yours 
truly,  A.  Ellis. 


TROUT-FISHING  IN  WALES. 

Dear  Sir, — The  writer  would  be  much  obliged  if 
any  of  your  readers  who  know  the  Welsh  trout- 
streams  would  kindly  give  him  a  few  hints  as  to 
good  free  or  cheap  fishing  groimds  on  the  following 
routes,  and  also  comfortable  and  moderate  quarters 
for  putting  up  at  : — The  Wye  from  mouth  to  source. 
Lake  Bala,  down  Dee  to  Chirk,  Glyn  Valley,  Lake 
Vyrnwy,  River  Vyrnwy,  and  down  Severn. 

The  writer  hopes  to  make  it  a  one-month  cycling 
and  fishing  torn-,  starting  on  June  8,  and  would  be 
gratefvil  for  any  information. — Yours  truly, 

Chas.  Wright. 


KELTS. 


Dear  Sir, — I  would  not  take  it  upon  myself  to 
say  that  kelts  always,  or  even  usually,  gain  weight 
in  fresh  water  ;  but,  forming  an  opinion  from  my 
own  observation,  I  can  see  no  escape  from  the 
conclusion  that  they  sometimes  do.  My  ex- 
perience of  them  is  purely  local,  and  by  no  means 
vast.  Probably  when  the  water  is  sufficiently 
high,  they  return  to  the  sea  very  soon,  and  so  have 
no  time  to  gain  weight  in  the  river,  but  in  a  low 
water  sometimes  they  are  practically  land-locked 
for  several  months  after  spawning.  In  the  latter 
circumstance  I  noticed  that  kelts  caught  towards 
the  end  of  March  and  beginning  of  April  (roughly, 
the  last  of  the  kelts  here)  were  in  very  much  better 
condition— that  is,  firmer,  stronger,  thicker,  and 
more  silvery  than  those  of  February.    Then  once. 


in  the  month  of  February,  I  landed  a  kelt  which  I 
had  reason  to  remember,  because  of  a  disaster  to 
my  rod-top,  and  also  of  what  proved  to  be  of  more 
importance — a  small  and  peculiar  half-healed 
wound  near  the  tail.  Its  weight  did  not  exceed 
171b.  It  was  duly  returned  to  the  water.  About 
the  end  of  the  following  month,  while  fishing  at  the 
same  spot  for  yellow  trout,  I  hooked  something 
heavy.  After  a  desperate  and  prolonged  struggle, 
I  clutched  by  the  tail  and  slid  xip  the  grass  my 
friend  of  a  month  before,  so  much  improved  in 
appearance  that  I  would  not  have  recognised  her 
but  for  the  mark  referred  to.  Having  with  me  no 
means  of  weighing  the  fish,  I  measured  it.  Thirty- 
seven  inches  to  fork  of  tail,  and,  I  estimate,  not 
much  under  201b.  weight. 

A  case  of  mistaken  identity  ?  I  hardly  think 
that  possible.  Be  it  remembered  I  neither  wLshed 
nor  expected  to  catch  the  fish  twice,  and  had 
landed  several  others  in  the  interim.  The  idea 
that  it  was  the  same  fish  never  occurred  to  me 
until  I  noticed  the  mark. 

Perhaps  some  of  your  roaders,  having  caxight  a 
kelt,  may  have  made  a  note  of  its  weight,  marked 
it,  and  returned  it  to  the  river,  subsequently  catch- 
ing it  again.  If  so,  it  would  be  interesting  to 
hear  the  result  of  the  experiment. — Yours  truly, 

A.  N.  Wilson. 

[Tweed  salmon  get  so  mauled  by  seals  that  I 
think  such  marks  on  them  of  very  little  use  for 
identification.  In  any  case,  only  actual  weighing 
of  tlie  identical  fish  could  be  considered  as  satis- 
factory evidence. — Ed.] 


PLAN  FOR  CARRYING  THE  LANDING-NET. 

Dear  Sir, — My  plan  for  carrying  the  landing-net 
I  find  most  convenient,  and  have  given  up  the 
shoulder-sling  for  several  reasons.  I  give  here  an 
illustration. 


It  is  simply  a  leather  tab  with  button-hole,  stitched 
to  a  brass  ring.  I  have  a  button  strongly  sewn  to 
the  band  (attached  to  coat)  of  my  fishing  coat,  a 
little  to  the  left  of  centre  of  back  seems  most  con- 
venient. The  tab  and  ring  button  on  the  coat, 
and  the  clip  or  handle  of  net  put  through  the  ring. — 
Yours  truly,  G.  R.  P. 


PERCH-SPAWN. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  question  about 
rearing  the  perch-fry,  we  kept  them  alive  a  fort- 
night with  the  meat  which  we  hung  in  the  water 
with  them,  and,  thinking  we  could  do  better,  sent 
for  some  fi.sh-food  suitable  for  perch  just  hatched  ; 
and  I  think  we  used  too  much  of  this,  as  we  lost  all 
the  fish  the  day  after  using  it.  It  may  also  interest 
some  of  your  readers  to  know  that  we  found  dace  and 
tench  devoured  ovir  minnows,  stone-loach,  and  a 
dace  of  5oz.  or  6oz.  took  two  Sin.  goldfish  in  one 
day.  The  fish  were  well  fed  every  day  with  worms 
and  ant-eggs,  etc.  Dace  were  the  only  fish  that 
seemed  to  grow,  and  these  grew  rapidly.  We  also 
noticed  that  perch  can  live  a  long  time  without 
food.  A  freshly-caught  perch  (caught  with  a  hook), 
kept  in  a  large  glass  globe  containing  water  only, 
went  without  food  for  a  month.  We  counted  the 
worms  put  in  every  time  we  attempted  to  feed  it, 
and  found  it  had  never  touched  them. — Yours 
truly,  H.  Rolls. 


EXPERIENCE   WITH  A  BARBLESS  HOOK. 

Dear  Sir, — The  idea  of  a  barbless  hook  is  cer- 
tainly a  novel  suggestion,  especially  where  trout 
are  scarce.  I  remember  once  catching  about  120 
perch  that  were  wanted  for  a  reservoir.  I  drove 
forty  miles,  caught  the  fish,  put  them  in  the  water, 
and  all  within  the  twelve  hours.  I  mentioned  the 
case  at  the  time  in  your  paper.  This  was,  of  course, 
done  with  barbless  hooks,  as  the  barbs  would  have 
been  fatal  to  the  fish.  Keep  a  tight  line  and  the 
thing  is  easy.  I  see.  on  referring,  that  the  descrip- 
tion I  gave  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  was  on  Oct.  11, 
1890. — Yours  truly,  William  Hearder. 

Plymouth. 


THE  "SYNGE"  FISHING  BAG. 
Dear  Sir, — Kindly  let  us  know  at  your  earliest 
if  you  know  of  a  fishing  bag  called  the  "  Synge," 
whom  it^is  made  by,  and  where  we  should  be  likely 
to  procure  it.  Any  information  re  the  above  will 
greatly  oblige. — -Yours  truly,      Harrods,  Ltd. 


WHAT  LARVA   IS   IT  ? 

Dear  Sib, — The  enclosed  is  a  rough  sketch 
(life-size)  of  larvse  which  are  very  numerous  in  a 
small  stream  in  the  Midlands.  I  should  be  much 
obliged  if  you  could  tell  me,  through  the  Fishin<j 
Gazette,  to  what  fly  this  belongs.  The  insect  is 
black,  with  dark-brown  markings,  and  appears  to 


YotJNG  Larva  of  the  Alder  {Sialis  ItUaria). 

Recently  hatched  (actual  size).    At  twelve  months  it  is  full 
grown  and  nearly  twice  as  long. 

exactly  answer  Halford's  description  of  the  flat 
larvBB  of  one  of  the  duns  ;  but  in  this  district  we 
have  no  duns,  and  this  appears  to  be  tlie  only 
species  of  larvae  we  have  in  this  stream,  except  the 
Caddis  family.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — 
Yours  truly.  Landing -Net. 

Stoke-on-Trent,  May  18. 

[Thanks  to  the  admirable  account  and  illustra- 
tions in  Mr.  Frederic  M.  Halford's  intensely  in- 
teresting and  invaluable  "  Dry-fly  Entomology," 
it  is  easy  to  recognise  the  larvie  of  which  "  Landing- 
Net  "  sends  such  a  good  sketch.  It  is  the  newly- 
hatched  larvae  or  grub  of  the  Alder.  It  will  be 
interesting  to  hear  if  "  Landing-Net's  "  experience 
of  the  Alder  is  the  same  as  Mr.  Halford's — namely, 
that  although  such  a  famous  fly  with  anglers,  and 
deadly  as  an  artificial  for  trout,  yet  it  is  not  often — 
in  fact,  very  rarely — seen  on  the  surface  of  the  water. 
Of  course,  when  anglers  say  such-and-such  a  fly 
is  "on  the  water,"  as  often  as  not  they  mean  they 
have  seen  it  near  the  water,  and  naturally  presume  it 
gets  there  sooner  or  later.  A  poetical  naval  angler 
of  100  years  ago  said  the  flies  came  down  from  the 
trees  twice  a  day  to  drink.  I  believe  Mr.  Halford 
is  right  as  regards  the  Alder,  and  that  although 
trout  get  fat  on  the  larvae  they  would  starve  if 
they  had  to  rely  on  the  fly,  because  they  would 
only  get  about  one  each  in  a  blue  moon.  I  remember 
over  twenty  years  ago  fishing  on  the  Little  Stour, 
near  Canterbury,  when  the  water  was  covered  with 
the  Alder,  and  the  trout  bulging  about  all  over  the 
place  after  them.  In  the  Itchen  I  have  when  the 
May  Fly  was  on  seen  the  Alder  also  on  thick.  In 
both  these  instances  the  fly  seemed  to  be  stupefied, 
and  hardly  struggled  at  all.  Mr.  Halford  says 
sometimes  anglers  think  they  have  seen  a  lot  of 
Alder  on  the  water  when  it  is  really  the  Welshman's 
Button.  I  should  not  like  to  swear  to  the  fly  I  saw 
after  that  ;  but  if  any  angler  who  fishes  the  Little 
Stour  sees  a  lot  of  fly  like  Alder  on  the  water  floating 
down  as  if  nearly  dead,  I  hope  he  will  send  me  a 
few  in  a  box.  It  is  curious  that  the  Alder  fly  does 
not  drop  her  eggs  in  the  water,  and  so  is  not  seen 
dipping  on  the  water,  but  lays  them  on  flags  and 
grass  near  the  water — the  larvae  creep  down  into  it 
when  hatched. — Ed.] 


RAGWORM    FOR    SEA-FISHING  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  would  be  much  obliged  if  you  woidd 
let  me  know,  through  the  Fishing  Gazette,  where 
good-sized  creeper  (otherwise  called  ragworm  or 
sandworm)  can  be  obtained,  as  we  are  unable  to  get 
it  here,  only  when  the  tide  ebbs  a  long  way  out  ; 
and,  again,  they  are  difficult  to  keep  alive  longer 
than  a  few  days.  I  might  say  we  have  a  very  strong 
sea-fishing  society,  but  the  bait  perplexes  many. 
Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — Yours  truly, 
H.  Grigg, 

Chairman,  Liverpool  Sea  Fishing  Society, 

109,  St.  James'-street,  Liverpool. 

[Glad  to  hear  the  society  is  flourishing.  If  Mr. 
Grigg  sends  to  the  Station-master,  Littlehampton, 
and  sends  stamped  envelope,  and  asks  for  address 
of  a  man  who  sends  ragworm  by  post,  I  think  he 
will  get  some  ;  but  in  hot  weather  it  is  not  an  easy 
matter  to  keep  ragworm  alive.  What  a  fine  bait 
it  is  for  mullet,  etc.  and  a  clean  bait — not  like 
lug  !— Ed.] 


FISHING  AT  AMESBURYAND  IN  THE 
BASINGSTOKE  CANAL. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  glad  if  you  or  any  of  your 
readers  would  give  me  some  information  on  the 
following  points  : — Is  there  any  trout-fishing  to  be 
got  at  Amesbury,  Wiltshire  ;  or  is  the  river  there 
privately  preserved  ?  Is  there  any  good  roach- 
fishing  in  the  Basingstoke  Canal  near  Bisley  Camp  ? 
and  oblige — Yours  truly,  R.  Evans. 

(Several  lettert  are  held  over.) 
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[For  List  of  Contents,  see  page  425.] 

The  Fishing  Gazbttb  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  the  Railway  Bookstalls  of  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith 
and  Son  and  Messrs.  Wyman  and  Sons,  and  of  the  principal 
Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and  the 
Provinces. 

In  Scotland  the  FiSHINO  Gazbttb  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs. 
Menzies  and  Mr.  E.  Graham's  principal  Bookstalls  and  of 
the  chief  Newsagents.  Where  not  regularly  on  sale,  the 
paper  can  always  be  had  to  order. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  FiSHINQ  GAZBTTB, 
19,  Adam  Street,  Adelphi,  Strand,  London,  W.C. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  neces- 
sarily as  signatuies  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of 
good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will 
be  taken  of  such  communications. 

To  guarantee  Insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not  later  than  Wed- 
nesday evening's  post.  Advertisements  must  arrive  not 
later  than  two  o'clock  on  Wednesdays,  addressed,  "Ad- 
vertisement Manager." 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps 
to  The  Fishino  Gazette,  Limited,  19,  Adam  Street, 
Adelphi,  Strand,  London,  W.C,  to  whom  all  money  payments 
should  be  made. 

For  one  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland   10s.  M. 

Six  months            ditto        ditto    5s.  id. 

Three  months         ditto        ditto    Is.  8(J. 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage    12s.  6d. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page  £7  7  0 

Half  Page      3  16  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2  2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    16  0 

Small  advertisements  5s.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 


All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manaqkr,  19,  Adam  Street, 
Adelphi,  Strand,  London,  W.C. 

Telegraphic  Address—"  FISHIJrO- 
GAZETTE,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  5242  Holbom. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

On  and  after  Monday  ,next,  June  1, 

The  EDITORIAL,  ADVERTISEMENT,  and 
PUBLISHING  OFFICES 

of  the 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

will  be  at 

19,  ADAM  STREET,  ADELPHI, 
STRAND,  LONDON,  W.C, 

where  all  letters  and  other  communications  must 
be  sent. 


SATUEDAY,  MAY  30,  1908. 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOE. 


Change '  of  Address  for  "  Fishing  Gazette  " 
Letters. 

All  communications  should  now  be  sent  to  our 
new  offices,  19,  Adam-street,  Adelphi,  Strand, 
London.  We  are  sorry  to  leave  St.  Dunstan's  in 
many  ways,  but  the  change  will  give  us,  we  hope, 
more  quiet,  more  air,  and  more  light ;  also,  we 
want  to  be  near  the  Thames  to  be  ready  for  the 
salmon  and  huchen  when  they  turn  up. 


The  Balanced  Handle— The  "  Free  Spool "  and 
"Geared  SpooL" 

The  American  "  Kentucky  "  Fishing  Keel  is  a 
multiplier  with  a  balanced  handle.  It  was  first 
made  in  the  first  half  of  the  last  century,  and  it 
may  be  said  to  be  the  forerunner  of  the  many 
different  kinds  of  multiplier  metal  reels  now  so 
popular  in  th^  United  States.  The  old-fashioned 
English  multiplier  was  made  long  before  the 
Americans  improved  it  by  putting  a  balance  to  the 
handle,  that  is,  a  bit  of  metal  to  counteract  the 
pull  of  the  handle  when  revolving. 

In  this  country  the  only  reel  used  for  casting 


from  up  to  re(yent  years  was  the  Nottingham,  in 
which  the  handle  on  the  revolving  wooden  spool 
is  balanced  by  another  handle  opposite  it.  It 
was  the  addition  of  the  counterweight  to  the 
ordinary  crank  handle  of  the  multiplier  which 
made  it  possible  to  oast  from  that  form  of  reel 
with  the  handle  revolving  during  the  cast.  As  I 
have  previously  said,  I  wish  some  reel  maker 
would  make  a  good  plain  trout  and  sal- 
mon reel,  with  handle  on  the  reel  plate  as 
usual,  but  with  a  little  round  boss  of  metal  on 
the  plate  opposite  the  handle,  and  of  exactly  the 
same  weight.  It  is  not  essential,  of  course,  in  a 
reel  not  used  for  casting  from,  but  I  believe  the 
reel  of  the  future  will  be  suitable  for  both  fly-cast- 
ing and  bait-casting,  but  this  means  the  adoption 
of  aluminium  for  the  barrel  or  spool.  Except  for 
sea  and  other  heavy  baits,  the  wood  or  brass  spool 
should  give  way  to  the  much  lighter  aluminium. 

The  Free  Spool. 
I  have  seen  English,  American,  and  French 
metal  multiplier  reels  made  so  that  by  pressing  a 
stud  you  can  make  the  spool  free — that  is,  dis- 
connected with  the  cogwheels  and  handle.  At 
first  sight  it  looks  as  if  this  is  the  thing  to  use 
when  you  want  to  cast  from  the  reel;  this  light 
aluminium  drum  or  spool,  suspended  on  two  fine 
steel  points  working  in  hard  steel,  or  even  jewelled 
bearings,  is  so  light  you  can  make  it  revolve  with 
a  breath  almost.  And  that  is  the  trouble — it  is 
too  light  and  too  free — ^with  the  wind,  and  using  a 
bullet  great  casts  may  be  made  more  by  flukes  than 
as  regular  experiences,  but  one  soon  finds  that  for 
comfort  and  practical  utility  the  disconnected, 
absolutely  free  spool  is  not  the  thing. 

Casting  from  the  Geared  Spool. 

In  the  United  States  casting  from  the  reel  with 
the  short  rod  (5ft.  to  7ft.)  with  the  direct,  from 
back  to  front,  overhead  action  is  growing  in  favour 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  have  become  almost  a 
craze.  Necessity  is  the  mother  of  invention,  and 
it  is  said  that  this  fascinating  and  wonderfully 
accurate  style  of  casting  originated  among  anglers 
of  the  Western  States,  who  had  to  fish  for  black 
bass  and  pickerel  in  weedy  lakes.  They  soon 
found  that  any  system  of  side-swing  casting  was 
little  use  when  it  was  a  case  of  pitching  your 
bait  into  small  open  spaces  between  weed  patches. 
More  than  thirty  years  ago  I  saw  Thames 
anglers  spinning  for  trout  use  exactly  the  same 
overhead  cast,  only  from  line  coiled  on  the  boards 
of  the  punt  and  with  a  ten-foot  rod.  American 
bait  casters  at  tournaments,  I  believe,  invariably 
cast  with  the  spool  geared  to  the  handle,  so  that 
the  latter  revolves,  and  to  a  slight,  but  most 
important,  extent  controls  the  spool.  Mr.  Lou 
S.  Darling,  who  has  written  a  very  interesting 
little  work  on  "  Tournament  Casting  and  the 
Proper  Equipment,"*  says  plainly  that  the  free 
spool  may  possibly  be  useful  for  some  angling 
purpose,  but  that  it  is  out  of  it  in  tournament 
casting.  The  balanced  handle  on  the  American 
reel  looks  very  awkward  and  dangerous  for  line 
catching,  but  as  the  rod  is  held  in  one  hand  and 
the  reel  controlled  by  pressing  the  thumb  on  the 
line  on  the  spool  (the  reel  being  fixed  on  top  of 
rod),  there  is  nothing  for  the  whirling  handle  to 
catch  in. 

"Over-run"  and  "Back-Lash." 
Mr.  Darling,  who  is  an  expert  tournament 
caster  and  record  holder,  says  that  controlling  the 
spool  so  as  to  prevent  what  the  Americans  call 
back-lashing  and  we  call  over-running  is  difficult 
— in  fact,  he  says,  it  is  most  difficult,  and  the  most 
experienced  caster  is  never  safe  from  getting  sud- 
denly pulled  up.  It  may  happen  however  evenly 
the  line  has  been  wound  on  to  the  reel.  He  says 
it  must  happen  if  the  line  is  carelessly  woimd  on. 
Never  attempt  to  cast  if  you  have  noticed  a 
loop  among  the  coils  on  the  reel — pull  the  line 
off  and  get  rid  of  it.  There  are  probably  several 
things  which  cause  over-running  ;  the  main  one  is 
doubtless  the  spool  revolving  faster  than  the  line 
is  being  pulled  off  by  the  bait  as  it  is  propelled 
through  the  air.  Another  cause  is  that  in  winding 
the  line  on  to  the  reel  a  coil  has  got  wedged  in 
between  other  coUs,  and  especially,  with  a  light 
bait,  instead  of  coming  away  from  the  spool  it  is 
carried  round  and  instantly  causes  what  Mr. 
Darling  calls  a  "  nest."    It  certainly  is  marvellous 

♦  Can  be  had  post  free  for  4s.  2d.  from  the  office 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  19,  Adam-street,  Adelphi, 
Strand,  London,  W.C. 


how  in  a  second  your  line  flies  into  scores  o 
loops  and  entanglements.  Another  cause  o^ 
over-running  is  moving  the  rod  towards  the  bait 
while  the  latter  is  in  the  air.  Some  anglers  do 
this  almost  unconsciously,  but  it  is  much  safer  to 
keep  the  rod  quite  still  after  making  the  cast,  so  as 
to  let  the  line  run  off  evenly. 

Fine  Lines  for  Long  Bait  Casts, 
In  long  distance  fly  casting  the  heavy  line  well 
tapered  holds,  and  probably  always  will  hold,  the 
record.  In  long  distance  bait  casting,  other 
things  being  equal,  the  finer  the  line  the 
greater  the  same  force  will  send  the  same  weight. 
In  America,  as  I  have  previously  mentioned, 
a  very  simple  plan  is  adopted  to  permit  of  the 
necessary  initial  force  being  used  to  make  a  long 
cast  with  a  fine  line  and  yet  not  break  the  latter. 
A  bit  of  stronger  line  is  spliced  to  the  fine  line, 
sufficient  to  allow  the  bait  to  hang  a  foot  or  so 
from  the  rod  point  and  give  three  or  four  turns  on, 
the  spool.  In  this  way  the  first  force  of  the  cast 
necessary  to  start  the  reel  and  send  the  bait  fifty 
yards  or  more  comes  on  the  bit  of  stronger 
line,  and  the  fine  line  streams  out  after  it. 
Provided  the  rules  permit  it,  I  see  nothing 
unfair  or  imsportsmanlike  in  'such  a  simple  and 
sensible  expedient ;  and  it  would  make  it  safer  for 
the  spectators  at  casting  tournaments. 

The  Battle  of  the  Reels. 

Eeels  were  intended  to  revolve,  but  just  now  there 
is  quite  a  revolution  going  on  among  them,  and  I 
expect  there  will  be  quite  a  battle  of  the  reels  at  the 
tournament  on  July  9  and  10.  Next  week  I  hope 
to  give  an  illustrated  account  of  Mr.  Crossle's  reel. 
In  the  meantime,  and  imtil  something  more  prac- 
tical for  fishing  purposes  comes  along,  I  can  advise 
all  who  want  to  cast  from  the  reel  who  have  not 
tried  the  "  Malloch  "  casting  reel  to  do  so.  More, 
probably  far  more,  salmon  are  killed  every  year  by 
casting  from  the  "Malloch"  reel  than  by  casting 
from  any  other  reel.  I  say  "  casting  "  because  a 
great  many  salmon  anglers  use  a  combination 
Nottingham  for  prawning  for  salmon — not  for 
casting  the  bait  but  for  lettiog  it  work  down  a 
pool  with  the  stream  unwinding  the  line  off  the 
reel. 

The  "  Malloch  "  Casting  Reel  and  Mr.  Malloch's 
New  List. 

Since  it  first  came  out,  and  especially  recently, 
several  improvements  have  been  made  in  the 
"  Malloch  "  casting  reel,  perhaps  the  chief  being  a 
reversible  drum,  by  means  of  which  you  can 
instantly  change,  and  so  take  out  any  tendency  to 
kink;  there  is  also  a  new  optional  check  and  an 
improved  pivot.  With  reference  to  iwhat  was, 
until  the  reversible  drum  was  introduced,  a  draw- 
back, namely,  the  kink  or  twist  put  into  the  line, 
Mr.  Malloch  says : — 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston,— Many  people  think  that 
because  my  reel  puts  on  a  twist  on  the  line  every 
time  a  cast  is  made  that  this  twist  goes  on 
continually  and  is  not  rectified.  If  all  anglers 
would  do  what  I  ask  them  to  do— put  a  double 
swivel  permanently  on  their  main  line  twelve 
inches  above  their  trace  or  cast— they  could  cast  all 
day  long  and  not  be  troubled  with  kinking.  Now 
I  do  not  care  what  plan  you  adopt,  the  action  of 
the  line  coming  through  the  water  takes  all  the 
twists  out  of  the  line  and  is  corrected  for  the  next 
cast.  I  can  go  on  all  day  long  and  never  have  a 
single  kink,  so  can  all  anglers  who  understand  this. 
To  rectify  kinking  I  had  a  reversible  drum  made. 
This  takes  all  the  twists  out  of  the  line.  This  re- 
versing of  the  di-um  only  requii-es  to  be  done  when 
kinks  trouble  anyone  ;  but  with  me  I  never  reverse 
the  drum,  as  I  do  not  require  it.  Every  line  that  is 
drawn  off  the  end  of  a  reel  puts  twists  into  the 
line;  and,  as  I  say,  the  line  will  always  rectify 
itself  if  swivels  are  put  on  the  main  line.  The 
twists  have  sufficient  power  to  turn  the  swivel,  and 
the  line  is  righted.  If  you  do  not  have  a  swivel 
on  the  main  line,  and  you  have  a  lopsided  lead  on 
your  cast,  then  you  would  be  certain  to  get  into  a 
mess.  The  line  would  not  have  sufficient  power  to 
turn  the  lead.  Then,  again,  if  you  are  troUing  with 
a  line  behind  a  boat  that  has 'less  resistance  than 
your  trace,  with  Archer  or  round  leads,  your  line 
gets  turned  round  instead  of  the  swivels,  and  your 
line  gets  kinked  up  to  your  reel  without  any  cast 
being  made." 

I  was  talking  some  time  ago  to  Mr.  Campbell,  who 
kills  so  many  salmon  casting  from  the  "  Malloch  " 
and  using  a  very  fine  line,  about  the  kink  question. 
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He  said  it  did  not  bother  him,  and  that  very  fine 
silk  line  is  now  so  cheap  that  one  can  easily 
replace  any  which  appears  to  be  wearing. 

The  Loch  Levbn  "Bkdce"  Challenge  Medal. 

An  interesting  illustration  in  Mr.  Mallooh's  list 
is  that  of  the  Loch  Leven  "  Bruce  "  Challenge 
Medal,  which  was  won  by  him  in  1884,  1887,  1888, 
1889,  1890,  1891,  1896,  1897,  1898,  1904,  1905,  and 
1906.  To  have  won  the  most  coveted  trophy  of 
the  kind  so  often  is  sufficient  testimony  to  Mr. 
Malloch's  exceptional  skill  as  an  angler  for  trout, 
and  he  is  equally  exceptionally  good  at  the  salmon, 
and  it  is  just  this  practical  knowledge  and  skill 
which  gixes  such  a  practical  value  to  everything 
he  puts  forward  in  his  very  fully  and  finely 
illustrated  catalogue.  The  "  Kingfisher  "  dressed 
salmon  and  trout  reel  lines,  both  tapered  and 
level,  for  fly-flshing  and  for  spinning,  continue  to 
make  friends  wherever  they  go.  I  have  only 
heard  of  one  going  wrong,  and  that  was  one  I 
bought  to  give  to  a  friend.  He  used  it  a  few  times 
one  season,  and  when  I  went  fishing  with  him  a 
year  later  his  spinning  bait  caught  in  a  stump 
under  water,  and  we  had  to  break  the  line.  It 
seemed  to  give  very  easily,  and  then,  on  testing 
it,  I  found  that  yard  after  yard  was  quite 
rotten.  The  line  had  been  dried  most  care- 
fully, and  kept  most  carefully,  for  my  friend 
was  proud  of  it,  and  I  can  only  suppose  that 
by  some  accident  in  the  dressing  the  silk  got 
injured — possibly  over-heated.  It  is  the  only  case 
I  have  heard  of,  and  lines  I  got  previously  are  as 
strong  as  ever.  Anglers  who  want  a  good  spinner 
for  spirming  natural  bait  should  try  Mr.  Malloch's 
New  In\asible  Spinner — the  ordinary  metal  fins  at 
head  are  replaced  by  transparent  ones.  Mr. 
Malloch's  New  "  Kingfisher  Bait  "  is  proving  one 
of  the  best  things  of  the  kind  for  salmon  and  large 
trout  that  he  ever  brought  out — it  is  a  combina- 
tion of  the  natural  and  artificial. 

Not  the  Alder. 

Mr.  P,  D.  Malloch,  of  Perth,  writes :—"  In 
your  issue  of  May  23  you  give  a  drawing  of  a  larva 
which  you  call  '  The  young  larva  of  the  Alder 
(Sialis  lutaria).'  In  doing  so  you  make  a  mistalse. 
The  drawing  is  of  the  larva  of  the  March  Brown 
{Ecydurus),  To  prove  it  is  not  an  Alder  you  have 
only  to  look  up  a  drawing  of  the  larva  and  you  will 
see  it  has  only  one  tail — your  drawing  has  three. 
You  will  also  see  the  tracheal  gills  are  entirely 
dififerent  from  the  drawing.  The  drawing  is 
of  the  larva  of  the  March  Brown — one  of  the 
EphemeridiE,  and  not  a  flat-winged  fly.  The 
swifter  streams  of  Scotland  are  far  better  adapted 
for  the  March  Brown  than  the  sluggish  streams  in 
England — the  swifter  the  stream  where  the  sand  is 
cleared  away  from  the  stones  the  more  plentiful 
they  are.  The  March  Brown  is  to  the  trout  in 
Scotland  what  the  May  Fly  is  to  them  in  England. 
Although  it  is  not  generally  known,  still  it  is  a 
fact  that  in  the  larger  rivers  in  Scotland  the  trout 
come  into  condition  at  least  a  month  earlier  than 
they  do  in  the  south  of  England — the  Itchen  and 
the  Test,  for  example — from  nothing  else  than 
feeding  on  March  Browns." 

Much  obliged  to  Mr.  Malloch.  I  have  referred 
to  the  matter  also  in  our  correspondence  columns. 

"Elements  of  Angling  :  A  Book  for  Beginners." 

Mr.  H.  T.  Shermgham,  the  Angling  Editor  of 
the  Field,,  has  just  published,  through  Mr.  Horace 
Cox,  an  excellent  book  not  only  for  young  anglers 
but  for  beginners  of  any  age.  It  is  very  pleasantly 
dedicated  to  his  chief — "  Red  Spinner,"  the  Editor 
of  the  Field — and  the  reason  for  the  existence  of 
the  book  is  given  in  the  Introduction.  It  appears 
that  many  uninitiated  people  have  approached 
Mr.  Slieringham  with  inquiries  as  to  whether,  in 
his  opinion,  any  gain  would  accrue  to  them  by 
admission  into  the  brotherhood  of  anglers,  and, 
if  so,  what  would  be  the  best  way  for  them  to  set 
about  it.  Hence  this  book.  And  so  we  may  all 
thank  the  "  uninitiated,"  and  at  the  same  time 
congratulate  them.  Mr.  Sheringham  is  not  only 
a  practical  all-round  angler,  he  is  also  a  very  clear 
and  practical  writer  on  the  subject,  which  is  quite 
another  matter.  His  modest  title  covers  a  work 
which  is  far  more  valuable  in  every  way  than 
many  so-called  "  complete  "  treatises.  In  eighteen 
chapters  practically  every  kind  of  angling  done  in 
the  United  Kingdom  is  dealt  with  except  sea- 
angling.  I  specially  welcome  the  full  Index. 
Here  are  just  a  few  of  the  subjects,  every  one  of 


wliich  is  handled  by  Mr.  Sheringham  in  the  manner 
of  a  most  judicious  Hooker  :  Action  of  Fly-rod — 
Ambidexterity— Backing  for  Lines — Balance  of 
Rod — Bubbles  as  signs  of  Bream — Bulging  Trout — 
Casting  a  Dry-fly— Casting  a  Wet-fly— Casting  a 
Float  in  Thames  Style — Casting  a  Live-bait — Cast- 
ing a  Spinning-bait— Casting  Wet-flies  for  Trout- 
How  to  distinguish  Samlets  and  Trout,  Salmon  and 
Sea-trout,  Roach  and  Rudd — Chub  and  Dace — 
Drag  in  Dry-fly  Fishing— Dry-fly  fishing  for  CUiub, 
Dace,  Grayling,  and  Trout—"  Feeling  the  Fly  " — 
Fish  as  Food — Floats— Glittering  Gut — Grouse  and 
Claret — Horsehair — Ireland— Kelt,  How  to  Tell — 
Lines — Loch-fishing — May  Fly  Fishing — Mud  for 
Sinking  Line — (when  Mr.  S.  wants  to  make  his 
floating  reel-line  sink  for  wet-fly  fishing  he  rubs  it 
down  with  some  nice  clean  mud) — Nerve  in  Trout- 
fishing — Salmon-fishing,  JDangerous  fascination  of 
— Shooting  Line — Split-cane  Rods- — Sunk-fly  on 
Chalk  Streams — Toast  as  Bait — ^Value  of  Tea — 
The  Test — Tup's  Indispensable — Wading — Weeds — 
Weight  of  Fly-rods — Working  Flies — Youth  and 
Angling.  These  are  only  a  very  few  of  the  items 
picked  up  almost  in  the  "  Chuck-and-Chanco-it " 
style.  It  is  a  book  I  can  particularly  recommend 
to  all  who  have  mastered  fairly  well  some  one  or 
two  branches  of  angling,  and  want  to  go  in  for  others. 
It  was  when  sitting  smoking  with  him  on  the  banks 
of  the  Test,  looking  over  Longparish  Common  water, 
waiting  for  the  evening  rise,  that  I  expressed  to  Mr. 
Sheringham  my  hope  that  his  articles  for  beginners 
would  be  made  into  a  book,  and  now  that  it  is  here 
I  am  glad  to  add  my  drop  of  oil  to  help  it  float  on 
the  great  stream  of  angling  literature,  on  which 
though  last  it  is  by  no  means  least. 

A  5lb.  River  Trout  on  a  No.  o  Hook. 

Mr.  Chas.  F.  Hill,  a  member  of  the  Watford 
Piscators,  wi'ites  to  me  on  May  21  :  — 

"  Dear  Sib, — Yesterday  evening  I  killed  a  fine 
trout  of  51b.  loz.  with  dry-fly  in  our  club  water 
on  the  Colne.  Particulars  of  fish  are — Length, 
22Jin.  ;  girth,  13in.  I  was  using  a  7oz.  Oft.  6in. 
split-cane  by  Allcock  and  a  small  white  moth,  tied 
by  Farlow,  on  a  single  0  hook.  I  am  writing  to 
you  about  this  fish,  as  I  know  you  like  to  hear  of 
good  fish  near  London." 

Near  London  or  anywhere  else.  I  congratulate 
Mr.  C.  F.  Hill.  A  No.  0  hook  is  well  under  three- 
eighths  of  an  inch  in  length.  It  is  really  wonderful 
how  correct  Mr.  Sturdy's  Fishing  Gazette  scale  is. 
He  makes  a  23)n.  trout  in  average  good  condition 
weigh  51b.  3oz.  Mr.  Hill's  fish  (a  quarter  of  an  inch 
less)  weighs  51b.  loz. 

The  hon.  s?c.  of  the  Watford  Piscators  writes 
me  on  May  26:  "Dear  Sir, — Among  the  trout 
caught  this  week  was  one  of  41b.  5oz.,  in  perfect 
condition,  captured  with  the  fly  in  the  waters 
above  the  town." 

Good  Sport  with  the  May  Fly  on  Lough  Derg. 

Mr.  David  Pine  writes  :  — 

"  I  send  you  a  lovely  6-pounder.  I  hope  he  will 
arrive  fresh  enough  to  eat,  but  if  not  you  can 
admire  his  lovely  proportions.  It  was  the  hand- 
somest trout  I  ever  decoyed — as  short  as  an  ordinary 
3-pounder,  but  with  a  small  head,  and  as  thick  in  the 
shoulders  as  a  bull.  The  fly  is  now  up  well,  and  I 
am  having  grand  sport.  Only  wish  you  were  heie  to 
enjoy  it." 

The  trout  was  really  an  extraordinary  fish.  The 
length  was  21|^in.,  so  the  weight,  61b.,  is  quite  21b. 
over  the  Fishing  Gazette  scale  of  weight  for  length. 
I  never  saw  a  trout  so  thick  for  its  length. 

Trout  and  Salmon  Angling  in  Portugal. 

English  anglers  who  like  to  go  on  the  Continent 
for  their  sport  might  do  very  well  to  make  a  note 
of  the  following  particulars,  for  which  I  am  indebted 
to  a  Portuguese  subscriber  to  the  Fishing  Gazette — 
Mr.  R.  Diaz.  I  forgot  to  ask  if  the  flies,  gnats,  and 
mosquitoes  are  a  worry,  but  in  a  mild,  damp  climate 
I  fear  they  must  be  expected  ;  I  have  asked 
Mr.  Diaz,  and  if  I  hear  in  time  will  add  his  reply 
to  this  note. 

"  Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  May  2,  I 
may  tell  you  that  it  is  quite  true  that  the  guarding 
of  our  rivers  is  very  deficient,  and  that  the  laws  are 
frequently  broken,  but  there  are  still  trout  and 
salmon  in  the  following  rivers,  which  I  name  from 
east  to  west  of  the  Province  of  Asturias,  where  I 
now  reside,    River  Deva  has  sea-trout  and  salmon 


near  its  estuary  and  common  trout  up  to  its' source. 
River  Sella  has  sea-trout  and  salmon  in  its  estuary 
and  common  trout  along  its  whole  course  and  in'its 
numerous  tributaries.  River  Nalon  has  a  few 
salmon  and  sea-trout  in  its  estuary,  and  nothing  in 
the  rest  of  its  course.  Formerly  this  river  abounded 
in  fish,  but  many  coal  washing  plants  and  ironworks 
make  it  muddy  and  poison  it  with  their  dust  and 
slag.  River  Narcea,  a  tributary  of  the  former,  has 
a  great  abundance  of  common  trout  and  a  few 
salmon.  River  Navia  has  a  few  salmon,  and  trout 
is  abundant.  There  are  trout  in  all  streams  of  the 
province.  In  Lake  Enol  they  are  very  abundant,  up  to 
201b.  in  weight.  The  Lakes  of  Caamayor  have  lake- 
trout,  rainbow  trout,  and  Loch  Levens  very  abun- 
dant, but  only  weigh  61b.,  owing  to  their  only  having 
been  bred  about  three  years,  for  which  purpose  the 
Government  has  a  piscatorial  establishment  at 
Infiesto,  on  the  River  Pilona,  also  abundant  in  trout. 

"  The  country  is  very  mountainous,  having  alti- 
tudes of  2630  metres.  The  climate  is  mild  and  damp, 
especially  in  the  valleys.  It  is  very  similar  to 
Switzerland  in  formation.  Owing  to  the  commercial 
relations  with  England  for  several  centuries,  the 
English  are  the  foreigners  most  liked  and  respected 
by  all  classes  of  society. 

"  This  is  a  general  idea  which,  I  believe,  meets 
with  what  you  ask  me  for  ;  but  if  you  require 
further  details,  I  am  always  at  your  service  and  that 
of  all  English  fishermen. 

"  N.B. — Fishing  with  rod  may  be  said  to  be  free  if 
compared  with  the  cost  in  Sweden  and  Norway  and 
other  countries.  The  fishing  licence  only  costs  five 
pesetas  per  amium  for  all  kinds  of  fishing,  and  the 
banks  of  all  rivers  have  a  margin  3  metres  wide" 
which  is  public  property,  and  nobody  can  prevent 
fishing  even  on  private  lands  which  adjoin. 

"  The  rods  and  tackle  used  here  are  of  the  most 
primitive  character,  and  only  a  few  have  rods  and 
tackle  imported  from  France  and  England,  but 
these  are  the  favoured  ones. — Yours  truly, 

"  Ramon  Diaz." 


The  Grannom. 

Not  much  was  done  with  that  curious  little  fly 
the  Grannom — "  Grandam  "  some  old  writers 
called  it.  I  hoped  to  have  had  a  turn  at  the 
Lambourn  trout  with  it,  but  the  rivers  were  in 
flood  when  the  rise  was  on,  and  "  Val  Conson" 
tells  me  it  was  on  very  strong.  I  have  occasionally 
seen  it  so  thick  on  the  water  as  to  look  like  chaff 
floating  down,  and  the  fish  appeared  much  tod  soon 
to  get  enough  of  it.  They  do  not  care  for  the 
flavour  as  they  do  for  that  of  the  Iron  Blue,  the  Fog 
Black,  or  the  Stone  Fly,  or  other  prime  favourite 
at  what  they  "  cut  and  come  again  "  as  long  as  the 
rise  lasts.  R.  B.  Marston. 


MAY  FLY  NOTES. 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  saw  three  May  Flies  on  the 
Colne,  Bibury,  Gloucester,  on  May  20  and  21. 

"C.  G.  T." 


"  Dear  Sir, — I  saw  the  May  Fly  out  on  the 
Colne,  at  Uxbridge,  on  May  23. 

"  W.  H.  Bates." 


"  Dear  Sir, — I  met  a  solitary  Green  Drake  on 
May  23,  while  fishing  the  River  Rea,  a  tributary 
of  the  Teme.  "  E.  H. 

"  Stourbridge."   

"  Dear  Sir,— While  fishing  to-day  (May  24)  at 
Pinkhill  Pool,  seven  miles  above  Oxford,  one  of 
our  party  captured  the  first  May  Fly  we  have 
seen.  "  H.  W.  Wilkinson,  Oxford  A.S." 


"  Dear  Marston,— On  the  Hemm,  near  Calais, 
I  saw  one  May  Fly  on  May  22.  To-day  (May  27) 
I  coimted  nine,  but  saw  none  taken.  Caught  two 
and  a  half  brace  small  trout  on  Tup  ;  missed  three 
that  came  short  at  a  sunk  May  Fly.  Evening  rise 
a  failure. — Faithfully  yours, 

"  Calais,  May  27."  "  Chas.  A.  Payton. 


Telegram  (May  28). — "  After  bright  day  Drakes 
showing  freely  last  evening. 
"  Wareham,  Dorsetshire." 

For  other  "  Notes  "  re  "  May  Fly,"  see  Reports 
from  Rivers,  etc. 
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ELEVENTH 
FLY 
CASTING 


INTEENATIONAL 
AND  BAIT 
TOUKNAMENT. 


Judging  from  the  very  large  number  of  letters 
which  are  being  received  by  the  honorary  secretary 
from  all  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  the  Tourna- 
ment of  1908  promises  to  excel  in  interest  and 
attractiveness  anything  of  the  kind  held  before  in 
this  country,  and  if — it  is  a  very  important  "  if  " — 
the  weather  is  fine  and  the  sun  is  shining  on  July 
9  and  10,  there  is  not  the  slightest  shadow  of  doubt 
as  to  its  success. 

A  statement  of  policy  and  a  preliminary  pro- 
gramme of  the  competitions  and  the  rules  and  con- 
ditions appeared  in  these  columns  on  May  2  ;  each 
and  every  one  of  these  rules  and  conditions  had 
been  carefully — very  carefully — considered  by  a 


after  weighing  every  possible  argument,  to  make 
the  rules  equally  fair  to  all. 

It  was  decided,  at  the  special  meeting  referred 
to,  to  make  the  following  ^Iterations  and  additions 
to  the  rules  and  competitions. 

Rules. 

Rule  18. — Paragraph  4  will  read  :  In  the  light 
bait  competitions  the  gut  trace  ■will  be  24in.  in 
length,  and  there  will  be  no  lead  upon  it.  The  bait 
will  weigh  |oz.,  and  the  line  must  be  of  sufficient 
strength  to  lift  a  weight  of  21b.  from  the  ground 
to  a  height  of  2ft.,  the  line  being  held  4ft.  from 
the  weight. 

Rule  22  will  read  :  In  the  special  light-bait  com- 
petitions the  gut  trace  will  be  24in.  in  length,  and 
there  will  be  no  lead  upon  it  ;  the  rod  must  not  be 
less  than  6ft.,  the  strength  of  line  and  weight  of 
rod  is  unrestricted,  but  must  be  in  the  opinion  of 


EXACT  SIZE  OF  FLOAT  AND  BAITS. 


Float. 


2ioz.  Bait, 


IfOZ.'BAIT. 


|oz.  Bait.      thO^-  B-^^it. 


most  practical  and  representative  committee,  and 
it  is  most  gratifying  to  find  their  efforts  have  been 
very  generally  appreciated  and  the  programme 
accepted  with  satisfaction. 

Some  valuable  suggestions  have  been  received 
from  intending  competitors  and  others  interested 
in  the  tournament,  and  at  a  specially-convened 
meeting  of  the  committee  every  point  raised  was 
thoroughly  gone  into,  and  wherever  an  alteration 
could  be  made  with  advantage  in  the  direction 
indicated  it  was  done. 

It  must  be  remembered,  that  to  frame  a  set  of 
rules  to  govern  satisfactorily  a  series  of  competitions 
80  varied  as  in  the  case  of  a  Tournament  of  this 
nature,  is  a  most  difficult  matter,  and  to  quite 
please  everyone  interested  is  more  than  a  difficult 
matter — it  is  an  impossibility. 

With  this  stone-wall  fact  in  view,  the  committee 
have  endeavoured,  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  and 


the  judges  of  such  a  character  as  to  be  suitable  for 
bona -fide  spinning. 

Competitions. 

Competition  B,  paragraph  3. — ^Omit  the  words, 
"  The  competitor  shall  cast  his  flies  upon  the  water 
and  every  subsequent  cast  shall  count  for  record," 
and  insert  after  the  word  "  allowed  "  :  "The  com- 
petitor may  take  not  exceeding  two  casts  on  the 
water  to  the  right  or  left  of  the  platform  as  in- 
dicated by  the  timekeeper,  before  approaching 
each  oblong,  every  subsequent  cast  at  each  oblong 
shall  count  for  record." 

Competitions  R  and  X  will  read :  Open  to 
amateurs  only  ;  style  of  casting,  from  reel  only  ; 
length  of  rod  not  to  exceed  9ft.  or  to  be  less  than 
6ft.,  weight  of  rod  unlimited  ;  line,  trace,  and  bait 
— see  "  General  Regulations." 

Competition  K  will  be  omitted. 


XOTES. 

The  oblongs  in  Competition  B  will  be  placed  in 
zig-zag  positions  and  not  in  a  straight  line  ;  this 
also  applies  to  the  targets  in  Competition  F. 

In  Competitions  F  and  G  the  measurements 
given  are  from  the  edge  of  the  platform  to  the 
centre  of  the  bull's-eye  on  each  target ;  the  measure- 
ments, however,  are  approximate  only,  and  may 
bo  slightly  more  or  less  at  the  discretion  of  the 
judges. 

In  the  wet-fly  competitions,  when  three  flies  are 
used,  the  gut  ca.st  and  flies  will  be  supplied  by  the 
committee,  and  in  all  other  fly-casting  competitions 
the  flies  only  will  be  so  supplied. 

The  splicing  of  a  tapered  end  to  a  level  line  will 
not  be  allowed.  The  line  must  in  all  cases  consist 
of  either  a  level  or  tapered  line  in  OTie  piece  up  to  the 
backing. 

In  view  of  the  limited  time  available  to  dispose 
of  the  numerous  events  it  may  not  be  possible  to 
complete  the  programme.  In  such  case  the  com- 
mittee reserve  the  right  to  abandon  any  one  or 
more  of  the  competitions  ;  should  this  be  necessary, 
the  entry  fees  will  be  returned. 

Baits. 

Casting  baits  and  traces  for  practice  exactly  the 
same  as  those  which  will  be  used  in  the  actual 
competitions  P  to  Z  can  be  obtained  from  the 
hon.  secretary  at  cost  price,  as  follows  : 
2ioz.  bait.  Is.  ;  trace,  6d. 
l|oz.  bait.  Is.  ;  trace,  6d. 
ioz.  bait,  4d.  ;  trace,  4|d. 
j\oz.  bait,  4d.  ;  trace,  4Jd. 
Float  and  cast,  complete.  Is.  3d. 
Two  stamps  should  be  enclosed  with  all  applica- 
tions. 

The  illustrations  are  full  size,  and  very  clearly 
show  the  actual  bait.  ' 

The  hon.  secretary's  address  is — Mr.  J.  T.  Emery, 
15,  Atherton-road,  Forest  Gate,  Essex. 


THE  YOEKSHIEE  ANGLEB 
IN  MAY. 
By  "  Halcyok." 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  seasons  are  just  about 
a  month  beliindhand,  and  that  when  "  the  powers 
that  be  "  argue  the  point  with  regard  to  making 
English  time  an  hour  earlier,  they  may  as  well 
approach  the  Clerk  of  the  Weather  and  obtain  a 
similar  concession  on  his  part.  Last  season  was 
most  certainly  one  of  the  very  worst  on  record, 
and,  although  rather  better  than  last  year,  there  i.s 
still  much  to  be  desired  with  regard  to  the  present 
one. 

Three  of  the  flies  which  I  mentioned  in  last  month's 
article  are  still  of  service,  and  will  be  for  another 
fortnight,  namely.  Dark  Yellow  Partridge,  Orange 
Partridge,  and  GreenwelFs  Glory  ;  the  latter  up  to, 
say,  ten  years  ago  was  seldom  used  on  the  Yorkshire 
rivers,  but  now  it  is  a  favourite  in  the  early  spring, 
while  further  north  on  the  Eden  no  cast  of  flies  is 
considered  complete  without  it. 

With  the  advent  of  warmer  weather  an  insect 
makes  its  appearance  which  is  familiar  to  most 
anglers  who  take  an  interest  in  entomology — I 
allude  to  the  Sand  Gnat,  or  Spider  Fly,  which  on 
warm,  sunny  days  during  this  month  and  the  next 
may  be  seen  in  hundreds  scuttering  about  gravel 
beds  at  the  river's  edge  ;  this  fly  must  not  be  con- 
founded -nnth  the  Sand  Fly,  which  is  a  totally 
different  insect.  In  Yorkshire  the  dressing  of  the 
Sand  Gnat  is  denominated  the  Blue  Partridge,  and 
is  as  foUows  :  Body,  leatd-coloured  silk  and  wool 
dyed  a  pale  blue,  iiiackled  with  the  dark  brown 
freckled  feather  from  a  partridge's  back.  Hook, 
No.  0  or  1,  Kendal  scale  ;  this  pattern  must  always 
be  used  at  point. 

The  Stone  ]klidge  is  a  very  good  pattern  to  employ 
for  the  next  few  weeks.  Body,  heron  herl  and 
ash-coloured  silk,  hackled  with  the  slate-coloured 
feather  from  a  peewit's  topping  ;  hook,  00,  short. 
On  the  Y^orkshire  rivers  tliis  is  a  prime  favourite, 
especially  on  warm  summer  evenings. 

The  Yellow  Legged  Bloa,  or  Yellow  Dun,  makes 
its  appearance  about  this  time,  and  is  a  favourite 
fly  of  mine  ;  it  is  di-essed  both  hackled  and  winged, 
the  former  being  known  as  the  Y''ellow  Dotterel. 
Body,  primrose-coloured  silk,  hackled  with  a 
golden-tipped  dotterel  s  feather  ;  hook,  Xo.  0  or  1, 
Kendal  scale  ;  the  wnged  pattern  is  made  with 
the  palest  feather  from  a  starling's  wing,  same  sized 
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hook.  I  use  the  hackle  pattern  as  point  and  the 
winged  one  as  dropper.  The  May  BrcnTi  or  Dun 
is  one  of  Theakstone's  patterns,  and  is  a  very  good 
evening  fly  during  May  and  June.  The  dressing  is 
as  follows  :  Body,  copper-coloured  silk  tinged  with 
water-rat's  blue  fur ;  legs,  brown  hen's  hackle  ; 
%vings  from  a  brown  hen  or  brown  owl  ;  hook.  No.  2, 
Kendal  scale. 

The  best  bait  during  the  month  of  May  is,  beyond 
doubt,  the  larva  of  the  Stone  Fly,  commonly 
denominated  the  Creeper  ;  this  is  found  in  shallow 
water  at  the  edge  of  strong  streams.  To  turn  the 
stones  over  with  youi-  fingers  and  try  to  capttire 
them  is  a  work  of  time  and  patience,  but  that  prince 
of  all-round  anglers,  the  late  "  Dicky  "  Routledge, 
the  CarUsle  professional,  once  showed  me  a  dodge, 
when  we  were  fishing  together  on  the  Eden  at 
Wetheral,  which  saves  an  infinity  of  trouble.  Enter 
the  edge  of  a  stream  in  your  waders,  place  the  bow 
of  your  landing-net  in  front  of  you,  facing  down- 
stream, shufiBe  your  feet  about  amongst  the  gravel, 
and  the  Creepers  are  washed  down  by  the  stream 
into  the  meshes  of  the  net,  from  which  they  are 
easily  picked  out— very  often  you  can  obtain  a 
dozen  at  one  attempt. 

The  worst  feature  of  fishing  with  the  Creeper  is  the 
difiiculty  of  throwing  it  out  without  flicking  it  off  the 
hooks.  In  this  respect  it  is  analogous  to  bottom- 
fishing  -svith  wasp-grub.  However,  I  will  endeavour 
to  instruct  you  how  to  proceed  to  the  best  of  my 
ability.  The  most  suitable  rod  for  the  purpose  is  a 
whole-cane  12ft.  one,  with  a  greenheart  top,  the 
latter  to  be  not  too  stiff  ;  a  Sin.  centre-pin  reel  or 
your  ordinary  fly-reel  and  line  complete  that  part 
of  the  outfit ;  a  3yd.  cast  with  a  No.  3  and  No.  2 
round-bend  hook  tied  on  with  yellow  silk,  about  Jin. 
apart,  no  shot  or  float,  and  notliing  more  is  necessary. 

The  modus  operandi  of  fishing  with  the  Creeper 
is  as  follows  :  Select  a  long  stretch  of  thin,  broken 
water,  such  as  you  would  choose  for  upstream 
worm-fishing,  the  water  to  be  dead-low  and  clear  ; 
go  to  the  bottom-end,  and  after  selecting  a  nice 
fat  Creeper  with  a  yellow  belly,  impale  it  on  the  two 
hooks,  the  No.  3  upper  one  lying  towards  the  head  and 
the  No.  2  lower  one  at  the  tail.  Let  out  about  the 
length  of  your  rod  in  reel-line  and  cast  the  Creeper 
very  carefully  up  stream  into  every  little  run  and 
ripple,  letting  the  stream  bring  it  down  towards 
you,  watching  the  line  intently  all  the  time ;  upon 
the  slightest  signs  of  tightening  or  even  pausing 
in  it.s  passage  down  stream,  raise  your  hand,  and 
possibly  the  next  moment  a  trout  will  be  careering 
past  you  at  lightning  speed,  but  he  will  not  dis- 
turb the  water  you  have  already  fished  over,  and 
you  play  him  out  at  your  leisure  below. 

The  greatest  care  must  be  exercised  in  wading, 
as  the  fish  are  all  in  the  thin  water  searching  for 
the  Creepers,  and  the  slightest  splashing  or  com- 
motion in  the  water  will  disturb  them.  The  best 
time  of  all  to  fish  this  bait  is  when  about  an  inch 
or  two  of  fresh  comes  down  the  river  and  washes  the 
Creepers  from  under  the  stones,  then  the  trout  have 
a  royal  feed,  and  the  angler  benefits  accordingly. 

It  is  astonishing  how  few  devotees  there  are  in 
this  branch  of  angling.  Very  likely  the  difficulty 
experienced  in  casting  the  bait  has  a  good  deal  to 
do  with  it.  The  Wharfe,  Yore,  and  Eden  contain 
abundance  of  Creepers,  and,  therefore,  all  of  them  are 
excellent  for  both  Creeper  and  Stone  Fly.  Minnow 
fishing  in  clear  water  now  also  comes  into  force, 
and  the  fish  gaining  strength  daily  are  able  to  stem 
rougher  water  than  heretofore. 
I  However,  about  twenty-five  years  ago  a  series 
of  articles  were  published  in  this  journal  written 
by  "  Ariel,"  and  there  is  not  the  slightest  doubt 
that  these  gave  a  great  impetus  to  fishing  with 
natural  minnow  in  clear  water.  The  "  Ariel " 
tackle  is  the  favourite  tackle  in  use  to-day  ;  but 
many  of  the  Yorkshire  anglers  still  adhere  to  the 
old-fashioned  two-triangle  and  mouth  lead  pattern, 
using  a  baiting-needle — in  fact  I  believe  that  this 
tackle  would  be  still  more  used  if  it  was  not  for  the 
trouble  necessary  in  baiting,  the  hooks  having  to 
be  detached  from  the  trace  at  each  operation. 
I  obviate  this  difficulty  to  a  great  extent  by  having 
a  small  watchspring  swivel  at  the  end  oi  the  trace. 
For  fishing  in  a  coloured  condition  of  the  water, 
I  do  not  think  that  the  "  Chapman  "  or  "  Archi- 
median  "  spinner  can  be  beaten  ;  at  such  times 
fish  the  gravel  beds,  and  the  water  close  up  to  the 
banks,  as  the  fish  are  always  in  such  places  on  the 
(j7ii  Vive.  One  last  word.  If  in  a  coloured  water  you 
see  a  trout  rising  at  natural  flies,  it  is  ten  to  one 
on  him  taking  your  minnow,  if  you  present  it  to 
him  artistically. 


BUENHAM  BEECHES  IN  SPEING. 


"  It  was  in  the  gay  season  of  spring  '•  that  I 
found  myself  in  the  neighbourhood  of  and  within 
a  three-mile  walk  of  Burnham  Beeches.  The 
cuckoo  is  due  here  about  April  12,  but  it  was  not 
until  April  30  that  his  most  cheering  note  was  dis- 
tinctly heard  by  me.  It  is  in  the  midst  of  wood- 
land scenery,  of  old  hedgerows,  and  green  meadows 
that  he  most  delights  to  hear  his  own  voice,  and 
commit  little  depredations  on  other  birds'  nests. 
Surely  it  is  here  that  "  Summer  first  unfaulds  her 
leaves,"  but  no  sign  of  Summer,  or  even  of  Spring, 
had  yet  appeared.  Never,  in  the  memory  of  man, 
among  whom  I  happen  to  be  one  of  the  oldest,  has 
such  an  April  happened  as  the  one  now  just  closed. 

I  was  curious  to  see  what  nature  was  doing 
among  the  old  Beeches  of  Burnham,  but  wind  and 
weather,  frost  and  snow,  sleet,  hail,  rain,  north- 
easterly  gales  and  blizzards  prevented  my  going 
there.  I  wanted  to  see  them  in  their  spring 
beauty,  not  in  their  wintry  garb.  What  cuckoo 
in  his  senses  would  think  of  rushing  into  these 
Arctic  regions  from  his  sunny  home  in  the 
south  ?  —  swallows,  swifts,  and  martins  had 
appeared  only  intermittently. 

The  land  hereabouts  is  gravelly  and  absorbent. 
One  gets  up  in  the  morning  and  the  fields  are 
covered  with  one  great  white  sheet  of  snow  two  or 
three  inches  deep.    The  young  colts  and  cattle  in 
yonder  meadow  are  dashing  about  wildly,  neighing 
and  lowing,  and  wanting  to  know  why  their  food 
is  shut  off.  Blackbirds,  thrushes,  chaffinches,  tom- 
tits, sparrows,  robins,  and  starlings  are  hopping 
about   under    the    snow-laden   bushes  seeking 
food    and    finding   none ;    they    are  starving,' 
and,    if    this    continues,    will    soon    be  dead. 
We  throw  them  out  handfuls  of  crumbs  on  the 
soft  snow,  which  they  are  quickly  down  upon  in  a 
flock,  and  it  is  interesting  to  watch  them  picking 
bits  out  of  the  snow.    Soon  after  noon  the  sun 
bursts  forth  gloriously  for  an  hour  or  two ;  the 
white  sheet  disappears  as  if  by  magic ;  the  cattle 
rejoice  in  green  grass  ;  worms  lift  the  mould  and 
put  their  heads  out  to  get  a  peep  and  a  little 
sunshine  in  the  outer  world,  and   at  once  are 
pounced  on  and  torn  from  their  stronghold  in 
the  earth  by  blackbird,  thrush  or  starling,  and 
are  greedily  gorged  or  wafted  away  to  feed  the 
starving  brood  gaping  in  the  nests.    The  small 
birds,  not  quite  equal  to  cope  with  a  worm,  find 
other  provender.    All  have  forgotten  their  troubles 
of  the  morning,  and  now,  in  spite  of  north-easterly 
gales  or  "  an  envious,  sneaping  frost  that  bites  the 
first-born  infants  of  the  spring,"  a  foreboding  of 
troubles  yet  in  store  for  them,  they  carol  forth 
their  glad  songs  as  if  nothing  had  been  the  matter 
with  them  a  few  hours  ago  1    This  sort  of  tragi- 
comedy was  being  repeatedly  performed  during  the 
sad  and  dreary  month  of  April.    In  spite  of  wind, 
in  spite  of  weather.  Nature  will  not  stay  her  hand  : 
nest  building  and  egg  laying  are  going  on.    I  even 
saw  a  young  fledged  thrush  hopping  about  in  the 
snow. 

Burnham  Beeches  were  unapproachable :  one 
day,  indeed,  the  best  of  a  long  series  of  very  bad 
ones,  I  got  as  far  as  the  edge  of  the  Common  and 
had  a  peep  at  the  Beeches  in  the  gloomy  distance  ; 
heavy  rain  came  on,  and  I  ventured  no  further. 
The  Common  was  brown  with  last  year's  dead 
bracken,  and  the  woods  on  the  far  side  were  brown 
and  leafless.  I  trudged  back  in  drizzle  and  mud. 
I  said  I  will  riot  see  the  Beeches  till  I  can  catch 
them  in  spring  glory  and  decent  apparel. 

And  so  we  got  through  April  and  entered  on  the 
merry  month  of  May,  but  it  was  not  till  many 
days  had  slipped  by — some  merry  and  bright,  but 
mostly  gloomy  and  sad — that  I  found  myself  once 
more  on  my  way  to  Burnham  Beeches. 

Monday,  May  11,  1908,  is  a  day  of  the  month 
and  of  the  year  that  I  want  to  mark  with  a  red 
letter;  a  day  "  so  cool,  so  calm,  so  bright  "  is  very 
rare,  even  in  my  long  experience.  Even  the  grey, 
dead  Common  of  a  week  or  two  ago  is  now  ablaze 
here  and  there  with  golden  gorse  and  alive  with 
springing  heather.  "  Now  is  the  winter  of  my  dis- 
content made  glorious  summer,"  and  all  the  snow 
and  sludge  in  the  deep  bosom  of  the  ocean  buried 


Speciai,  Notice. — On  and  after  Monday  next, 
June  1,  the  Editorial,  Advertisement,  and  Publishing 
Offices  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  at  19,  Adam- 
street,  Adelphi,  Strand,  London,  W.C.,  where  all 
letters  and  other  communications  must  be  sent. 


and  forgotten.  I  am  in  faery  land,  seated  on  a 
great  bulbous  root  of  a  venerable  giant  beech  tree, 
one  of  those  whose  heads  were  lopped  off  in  the 
vigour  of  youth  by  Oliver  Cromwell  before  the 
battle  of  Brentford.  Hundreds  of  the  ancient 
brotherhood  stand  around,  bearing  enormous  trees 
on  their  stunted,  cracked  and  distorted  old  trunks. 
The  scene  is  glorious,  well  worth  crossing  the 
broad  Atlantic  to  view  it  as  I  do  now.  I  am 
monarch  of  all  I  survey  on  this  fine  May  morning. 
Not  a  solitary  individual  have  I  met  in  my 
rambles  all  through  these  woods.  Burnham 
Beeches  are  too  near  to  London  to  be  known  or 
properly  appreciated  by  Londoners.  If  they  were 
a  thousand  miles  away,  these  lovely,  solitary 
woods  would  be  alive  with  tourists  and  excursion- 
ists from  the  great  city. 

I  am  not  particularly  wishful  to  see  this  great 
temple  of  gaunt  and  hoary  giants  peopled  by 
throngs  of  noisy  citizens.  Its  great  charm  is  its 
solitude,  its  silence,  its  perfect  peace,  and  yet  one 
could  wish  that  every  individual  of  that  great  crowd 
who  has  eyes  to  see,  and  a  heart  in  sympathy  with 
Nature,  could  be  brought  here  to  sit  alone,  as  I  am 
sitting  now,  on  a  lovely  spring  morning.  That,  of 
course,  is  an  impossible  wish ;  it  is  only  acci- 
dentally that  I  am  alone,  and  to  me  it  is  surprising, 
remembering  that  these  grotesque,  ghost-haunted, 
weird  old  trunks,  with  their  wide-spreading  leafy 
branches,  are  within  a  short  railway  journey  (by 
Great  Western  Railway)  from  Paddington,  and 
from  Slough  and  Windsor  by  motor  omnibuses. 

The  younger  beeches  and  the  graceful  silver 
birches  are  now  in  their  first  freshness  of  delicate 
green  mantles — but  tlie  young  buds  of  many  of  the 
spreading  branches  of  the  patriarchs  are  still  un- 
folded; and  the  grand  old  oaks — some  of  them 
probably  a  thousand  years  old,  and  of  enormous 
circumference— have  still  to  put  forth  their  foliage. 
The  bracken  is  only  just  forcing  itself  upwards 
through  the  old  brown  and  dead  remains  of  last 
year's  glory.  The  soft  moss  is  tender  and  pleasant 
to  a  footsore  pedestrian.  I  do  not  wish  to  gush 
or  to  be  sentimental,  but  I  do  say  that  I  do  find 
it  pleasant  to  be  here,  alone  in  the  midst  of  this 
very  beautiful  scenery. .  May  a  like  treat  befall 
many  of  your  readers. 

The  woods  are  silent  on  this  cheerful  day,  and 
the  silence  is  only  broken  now  and  then  by  the 
songs  of  blackbirds  and  thrushes,  and  the  piping 
of  smaller  birds,  and  now  and  then  by  the  harsh 
cry  of  the  great  spotted  woodpecker. 

Amateur  Angler. 


HEAEDEE  AND  SONS'  GUIDE  TO 
SEA-FISHING. 


We  have  received  Messrs.  Hearder's  New  Guide 
to  Fishing,  which  has  just  entered  on  its  fourteenth 
edition.  It  contains  many  new  features,  notably 
the  photo  of  the  principal,  Mr.  William  Hearder. 
A  new  feature  is  the  bird's-eye  view  of  Plymouth 
Sound,  showing  all  the  principal  fishing  marks  in 
the  Sound  and  bay.  The  list  of  patrons  is  very 
considerably  enlarged.  The  automatic  self-closing 
net  for  shrimps,  prawns,  crabs,  and  lobsters  is 
illustrated,  and  is  a  very  effective  trap,  and  a  com- 
plete assortment  of  naturalists'  dredges  and 
apparatus  is  added ;  also  several  cheap  small 
handy  sand-eel  seines  for  catching  these  fish 
for  bait  or  for  the  table.  There  is  a  new  galvanised 
wire  crab  and  lobster  pot  with  detachable  bottom, 
that  allows  several  of  these  traps  to  be  packed  one 
inside  the  other  to  economise  space.  A  drawing 
of  the  Phelps'  Fish  Carrier  that  is  so  well  spoken 
of  is  added,  and  an  endless  assortment  of  split-cane 
and  other  rods  for  tarpon,  sea-fish,  salmon,  or 
trout.  The  information  respecting  the  fishing  in 
the  rivers  of  Devon  and  Cornwall  is  revised  up  to 
date,  and  contains  extra  rivers.  A  new  article  on 
artificial  baits  should  be  read  by  all  fishermen. 
Hearder's  portable  collapsing  crab,  lobster,  and 
prawn  traps  have  a  separate  chapter  devoted  to 
them,  and  the  information  as  to  how  to  set  a 
trammel  or  shoot  a  trawl  is  very  useful  to  the 
professional  as  well  as  the  amateur  fisherman,  the 
latter  especially  if  a  motor-boat  be  available.  The 
list  of  monthly  edible  fish  is  still  very  acceptable 
to  those  who  like  everything  in  season.  The  Guide 
is  a  complete  work  on  fishing  of  all  kinds  condensed 
into  small  pocket  form.  It  is  sent  gratis  to  customers 
from  Hearder  and  Sons,  contractors  to  H.M.  Govern- 
ment, 195,  Union-street,  Plymouth. 
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SOME  NOTES  ON  THE  HISTOEY 
OF  FISH  CULTUEE  IN  THE 
UNITED  STATES. 

FISH  CULTURE  IN  NEW  YORK.* 


(Continued  from  page  400.) 

Gbatldstg  :  Naturally  deposited  eggs  of  this  fish 
and  eighty  adults  were  secured  by  Seth  Green  in  the 
Ausable,  Mich.,  on  April  30,  1874,  and  were  brought 
to  Caledonia,  May  6,  with  the  loss  of  one  dead  fish 
and  two  fatally  injured.  The  grayUng  were  kept 
successfully  in  a  pond  with  strong  current.  The 
eggs  were  hatched  the  same  as  brook  trout  eggs  by 
A.  S.  ColUns.  The  habits  of  the  fry  are  described. 
In  December,  1874,  the  young  were  about  Sin.  long. 
These  were  the  first  ever  hatched  artificially,  accord- 
ing to  the  report. 

Whitefish :  Eggs  were  carried  from  Mimiford 
to  New  York  for  exhibition  at  the  fishery  convention, 
Dec.  29,  1868.  The  artificial  culture  of  whitefish 
began  in  the  fall  of  1868.  Fry  were  fed  by  sus- 
pending a  piece  of  "  moss  "  taken  from  a  brook  in 
the  trough.    Some  fry  began  feeding  at  once. 

Seth  Green  went  to  Detroit,  Nov.  11,  1869,  to 
get  whitefish  eggs.  The  eggs  were  delivered  to  all 
persons  desiring  them  who  had  facilities  for  hatch- 
ing them. 

Some  were  hatched  in  Caledonia  in  trout  troughs. 
The  fry  were  fed  the  same  as  trout  fry.  They  took 
small  worms  from  the  plants,  also  lobbered  milk, 
liver  or  pulverised  meat,  etc.  The  larger  whitefish 
lived  on  the  same  worms,  also  on  snails,  caddis, 
insects,  and  were  extremely  fond  of  their  own  eggs. 

Some  eggs  of  brook  trout,  whitefish,  and  lake 
herring  were  sent  to  Frank  Buckland,  London. 
The  herring  nearly  all  died  in  transit.  One  of  the 
packages  went  to  the  French  piscicultural  estab- 
lishment at  Huningue.  The  whitefish  and  brook 
trout  did  well. 

Seth  Green  described  the  web-worm,  which  kills 
fry  and  larger  fish  by  spinning  a  web  in  the  water. 
It  resembles  a  measuring  worm,  and  moves  like  it ; 
has  two  legs  on  the  back  part  of  the  body,  generally 
a  half-inch  long. 

In  1870  objection  was  made  to  the  whitefish 
because  it  has  to  be  netted,  and  it  was  proposed, 
therefore,  by  the  commission  to  raise  many  lake 
trout  and  few,  if  any,  whitefish.  A  hybrid  between 
the  lake  trout  female  and  whitefish  male  was  pro- 
duced at  Caledonia. 

About  1,000,000  whitefish  eggs  were  collected 
from  Detroit  river.  Some  were  given  to  persons 
in  New  York  State  and  about  58,000  were  hatched 
by  Green  and  Collins,  at  Caledonia,  on  wire  trays 
of  16  meshes  to  the  inch.  The  hatching  period 
and  feeding  habits  of  the  fry  are  described  in  the 
report  for  1870. 

Otsego  bass,  a  variety  of  the  whitefish,  were  bred 
at  a  private  establishment  at  Cooperstown,  built 
by  funds  of  some  of  the  citizens.  The  house  had 
a  capacity  of  500,000  eggs. 

Lake  Herring  :  Eggs  were  collected  and  hatched 
like  whitefish  eggs  and  in  the  same  time.  The 
embryo  was  three-eighths  of  an  inch  long.  The 
yolk-sac  lasted  only  a  few  days.  The  fish  began 
to  swim  and  feed  as  soon  as  they  were  out  of  the 
shell.  They  were  as  active  at  one  day  old  as  trout 
at  two  months.    They  grew  faster  than  whitefish. 

Striped  Bass  :  The  first  report  contains  notes  on 
the  time  of  occurrence,  the  hibernation  in  salt- 
water ponds,  and  the  spawning  season  of  this 
species.  Mr.  Green  found  eggs  running  from  them 
in  the  Potomac  in  1868. 

The  report  for  1874  states  that  500,000  eggs 
were  taken  by  Mr.  Green  in  a  southern  river,  and 
were  hatched  like  shad  eggs  and  in  the  shad  boxes. 
They  were  out  of  the  egg  in  eight  days,  and  were 
at  once  liberated  in  the  river. 

Pike-perch  :  In  May,  1870,  Mr.  Green  tried  to 
hatch  the  eggs  at  the  foot  of  Lake  Ontario.  He 
stirred  them  continually  for  forty  minutes,  to 
make  them  separate,  but  they  stuck  to  the  appa- 
ratus and  could  not  be  removed  alive. 

Black  Bass :  It  was  observed  by  Mr.  Green,  as 
stated  in  the  report  for  1868,  that  the  fish  spawns 
from  April  to  .June,  the  eggs  are  attached  to- 
gether with  glutinous  semi-transparent  matter, 
that  they  are  deposited  on  rocky,  pebbly  or  sandy 

*  A  paper  read  by  Dr.  Tarleton  H.  Bean,  State 
Fish  Culturist  of  New  York,  at  the  recent  Anglers' 
Conference. 


bottoms,  and  hatch  in  about  two  weeks.  The 
work  of  the  commission  with  this  species  was 
limited  to  transferring  the  fish  from  the  canal  to 
living  waters. 

Frogs  :  In  the  1872  report  is  a  short  chapter  on 
the  rearing  and  feeding  of  frogs. 

Nine  hatcheries,  each  of  them  in  charge  of  a 
foreman,  are  located  at  Upper  Saranac,  Old  Forge, 
Bemus  Point,  Mumford,  Constantia,  Bath,  Mar- 
garetville,  Linlithgo,  and  Cold  Spring  Harbour. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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Why  is  it  that  we  hear  so  much  of  the  sea-fishing 
at  Deal,  and  so  little  of  the  sea-fishing  at  Ramsgate  ? 
It  may  be  that  Deal  is  more  written  up,  and  so  is 
brought  more  frequently  before  the  public.  It  is 
certain  that  the  British  Sea  Anglers  swarm  at  Deal, 
and  very  few  of  them  visit  Ramsgate.  One  reason 
for  this  preference  is  undoubtedly  the  fact  that  at 
Deal  there  is  a  pier  which  affords  at  times  fair 
fishing,  although  the  writer  has  spent  many  hours 
amidst  the  array  of  rods  clustered  upon  the  stages 
without  seeing  a  fish  landed  or  a  bite  felt. 

The  writer  wishes  to  put  in  a  plea  for  "  dear  old 
vulgar  Ramsgate,"  as  it  has  been  sometimes  called. 
Now  Ramsgate  has  the  inestimable  advantage  of 
possessing  a  magnificent  harbour,  and  this,  for  boat 
fishers,  should  outweigh  many  of  the  supposed 
advantages  claimed  for  Deal. 

It  is  possible  to  get  in  and  out  of  Ramsgate 
Harbour  in  weather  which  would  make  landing  on 
Deal  beach  dangerous,  or  even  altogether  out  of  t|ie 
question.  Then,  again,  in  the  autumn  really  good 
fishing  is  to  be  had  within  five  hundred  yards  of  the 
harbour  mouth.  There  are  many  noted  "  marks  " 
within  a  mile  of  the  town,  and  these  marks  are 
well  known  to  the  best  boatmen. 

Apropos  of  the  subject  of  boatmen.  It  must 
certainly  be  admitted  that  the  Ramsgate  men  are 
rather  rapacious,  and  inchned  to  "  have  "  the  con- 
fiding visitor.  This,  however,  is  but  a  matter  of 
arrangement,  and  it  is  wise  for  the  angler  who 
proposes  to  spend  a  few  days  at  the  "  trippers'  para- 
dise "  to  make  a  bargain  with  his  boatman  for  so 
much  per  day,  long  or  short.  Any  of  the  best  men 
will  contract  at  ten  shillings,  the  angler  finding  bait ; 
but  it  is  always  best  to  make  the  arrangement 
beforehand.  A  few  of  the  most  reliable  names  may 
be  useful  to  intending  visitors.  These  men  are  all 
good,  and  know  the  best  marks.  Of  coiirse,  there 
may  be  others  equally  reliable,  but  the  following 
are  best  kno\vn  to  the  writer :  The  Brothers  Read, 
Stephen  Penny,  Millers  (father  and  son),  Veryon 
Brothers,  Will  Goldsmith,  W.  Culver,  C.  Smith,  and 
Harry  Meaders.  The  last-named  supplies  splendid 
lugworms,  and  always  has  a  good  stock  ;  price  one 
shilling  per  hundred. 

During  the  last  season  (April  till  December)  the 
fishing  fluctuated  greatly,  but,  as  a  rule,  compared 
very  favourably  with  Deal,  although  at  the  latter 
place  large  cod  are  often  taken,  which  are  very 
scarce  at  Ramsgate.  At  Ramsgate,  however,  codling 
are  very  numerous,  and  during  October  and  Novem- 
ber were  a  good  average,  the  writer  on  one  occasion 
bagging  ten  codling  weighing  401b. 

Whiting  in  the  celebrated  Pegwell  Bay  have  been 
rather  scarce,  but  the  flatfish  have  been  unusually 
abundant,  and  of  splendid  size.  Dabs  especially 
have  run  very  large,  and  on  the  finest  tackle  have 
yielded  good  sport.  A  mixed  bag  of  eight  score 
dabs,  flounders,  and  plaice  was  no  uncommon  thing 
during  the  late  summer. 

A  flounder  properly  cooked  is,  in  the  writer's 
opinion,  one  of  the  best  of  salt-water  fish.  He 
is  best  stewed,  with  thin  strips  of  mixed  vegetables 
(not  forgetting  the  wily  onion),  and  served  in  the 
liquor  in  which  he  is  stewed. 

The  best  pitch  for  flatfish  is  well  up  in  the  bay, 
between  the  "  Beacon  "  and  the  south  shore.  The 
"  Beacon  "  is  a  peculiarly-shaped  basket  on  the  top 
of  a  pole,  and  painted  black,  and  is  placed  at  the 
entrance  of  the  mouth  of  the  River  Stour.  About 
two  hundred  yards  beyond  this  beacon,  rather  on 
the  Deal  side,  is  a  bit  of  soft  groimd  which  is  always 
good  for  all  kinds  of  flatfish,  and  occasionally  yields 
a  conger  or  a  "  spur-dog." 

There  has  lately  been  inaugurated  the  Ramsgate 
and  District  AngUng  Society.  The  start  was  not 
propitious,  but  the  festival  showed  what  good 
fishing  ground  there  is  off  Ramsgate,  and  the  mixed 


bags  compared  most  favouraltly  with  those  of  other 
festivals  on  our  southern  coast. 

The  yearly  increasing  difficulty  of  getting  even 
decent  fresh- water  fishing  has  given  soa-fishing  a 
huge  fillip,  and  where  ten  years  ago  one  rodsman 
might  bo  seen  fishing  from  a  boat,  you  may  now 
find  fifty.  The  ancient  handline  business  is  rapidly 
dying  out,  and  sea  anglers  have  at  last  realised 
that  splendid  sport  is  to  be  had  by  suiting  your 
tackle  to  the  size  and  weight  of  your  quany.  Even 
now  the  sea  rods  are  far  too  hea%'y,  and  the  treble 
gut  paternosters  far  too  thick  and  clumsy. 

In  the  spring  of  the  year,  that  is  to  say,  from 
early  April  until  June,  rod  fishing  for  flatfish  is 
delightful  sport  if  the  angler  be  properly  equipped. 
Then  is  to  be  found  the  clearest  water,  blue  as  the 
sky  above.  Then  is  the  fine  to  be  seen  many  feet 
below  the  surface,  in  fact  the  writer  has  on  several 
occasions  seen  the  flatfish  come  and  take  the  bait 
as  it  rests  on  the  bottom  of  mixed  chalk  and  sand. 
This  is  the  time  for  fine  gut  and  small  hooks.  The 
paternoster  is  not  nearly  so  deadly  for  flatfish  as 
the  chopsticks.  These  should  be  made  of  fine  wire, 
and  at  least  a  yard  of  gut  should  come  between 
the  chopsticks  and  the  reel  line. 

The  lead  should  be  as  small  as  possible,  and  this 
can  be  managed  quite  easily,  as  the  haunt  of  the 
flatfish  is  on  a  sandy  or  muddy  bottom,  near  the 
shore  and  out  of  the  strong  tide.  The  snoods 
should  be  long  (at  least  two  feet),  and  the  gut 
should  be  tapered  from  hooks  to  reel  line,  so  that 
in  case  of  a  foul  the  hooks  only  are  lost.  The 
writer  makes  all  his  own  gear,  and  endeavours  to 
obtain  as  little  resistance  to  tide  as  possible.  The 
tackle  is  here  roughly  sketched  out : — 
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^,  reel  line.  B,  tlu'ee  feet  of  stout  gut.  C,  chopsticks,  fine 
brass  wire,  with  loop  in  centre,  and  merely  flattened  at  either 
end  to  take  the  snoods.  J),  finer  gut  for  snooding,  two  feet 
long.  E,  lead  attached  to  gut  loop,  the  lead  to  be  enamelled 
green,  as  is  also  the  wire  spreader. 


With  this  tackle  the  writer  has  taken  scores  of 
flatfish,  while  two  ordinary  handlines  fishing  from 
the  same  boat  have  hardly  taken  any  ;  this  is,  of 
course,  in  very  clear  water.  * 

Bass  fishing  is  getting  quite  good  now  at"  Rams- 
gate, and  many  fine  fish  up  to  81b.  have  been 
captured.  The  favourite  pitch  seems  to  be  the  new 
iron  pier,  and  the  time  just  before,  during,  and  after 
high  water.  The  usual  method  is  ledgering  with 
strong  tackle  in  the  shallow  broken  water  where 
the  waves  curl  in  on  the  shore,  and  the  favourite 
bait  is  soft  crab.  Good  sport  with  this  game  fish 
would  be  no  doubt  obtainable,  if  finer  tackle  and 
greater  skill  were  employed. 

Ramsgate  is  well  off  for  hotels.  The  old  Royal  is 
now  under  entirely  new  management,  and  has  been 
refurnished  and  decorated  in  good  style.  The 
manageress  and  her  daughter  make  charming 
hostesses,  and  are  kindness  itself  to  all  their  guests. 
The  cuisine  is  most  excellent,  and  leaves  nothing  to 
be  desired.  The  terms  also  are  verj'  moderate. 
Under  these  new  conditions  the  Royal  should  be 
well  patronised  this  season. 

In  conclusion,  there  are  many  less  eligible  fishing 
resorts  than  Ramsgate,  and  there  is  no  denjdng 
the  efficacy  of  the  lovely  air  for  assuaging  the  pangs 
of  that  dread  disease  "  camelitis,"  which  is,  being 
interpreted,  the  "  hump."  Quill  Gnat. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

To  guarantee  imertiori,  co;py  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post, 

SPECIAL  NOTICE.— On  and  after  Monday, 
June  1,  1908,  the  Editorial,  Advertisement, 
and  Publishing  Offices  of  the  "  Pishing-  Gazette  " 
will  be  at  19,  Adam-street,  Adelphi,  Straiid, 
London,  W.C,  where  all  letters  and  other  com- 
munications must  be  sent. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. —  Generai,  Remarks. — Sport  amongst 
Thamea]  trout  has  already  improved,  and  the  cap- 
ture of  several  fish  is  recorded.  The  easterly  wind 
at  the  commencement  of  the  week  made  anglino 
uncomfortable  for  weir  fishers,  but  as  the  floods  have 
subsided  and  the  river  has  got  into  fishable  con- 
dition again  those  in  search  of  game  fish  have  been 
out  in  fair  numbers.  Mr.  A.  Pryke  at  Hurley  took 
a  trout  of  51b.  l^oz.  last  week;  Mr,  Greaves  at 
Mar  low  weir  one  of  61b. ;  Mr.  Brooks  at  Cookham 
one  of  51b.  lOoz. ;  Mr.  Lukyn  at  Sunbury  one  of 
51b. ;  Mr.  Griffiths  at  Sunbury  one  of  41b. 
Mr.  Pincott  Hill  at  Chertsey  one  of  51b. 
Mr.  Bell  at  Great  Marlow  one  of  3Uh 
Mr.  Pocock  at  Marlow  one  of  3|lb.,  and  Mr. 
O.  E.  Burton,  of  ICingston  Hill,"  fishing  with 
Jack  Hemmmgs  at  Chertsey  Weir  secured  a  trout 
of  51b.  14|oz.  I  was  sorry  to  hear  just  after  send- 
ing my  note  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  last  week  that 
the  picturesque  IfHey  Mill  had  been  destroyed  by 
fire.  The  old  mill  was  completely  burnt  out.  Mr. 
George  Mallam  has  been  re-eJected  president  of  the 
Oxford  Angling  Society.  During  the  past  season 
the  society  has  done  some  good  restocking  work,  and 
placed  one  hundred  fine  three-year-old  trout  in  the 
Thames,  as  well  as  five  himdred  large  perch  and  five 
hundred  sizeable  roach.  On  the  shallows  below  the 
weirs,  barbel  are  now  seen  on  the  move  and  spring- 
ing out  of  the  water  like  trout.— F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley).  —  The  river  is  running  in 
splendid  condition  ;  the  weather,  too,  is  right.  Since 
my  last  notes  a  visiting  angler  at  Wargrave  has 
taken  a  trout  of  3^1b.  ;  a  local  angler,  at  Henley, 
one  of  51b.  ;  while  Mr.  Gomm,  fishing  with  Otter 
Hone,  has  taken  a  nice  fish  of  51b.  12oz.  at  Ham- 
bledon  weir,  also  another  small  fish  that  was  not 
retainable.  I  expect  to  hear  of  the  capture  of 
one  or  two  good  fish  during  the  next  few  days  — 
Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Twickenham).  —  The  water  in  this 
reach  is  at  summer  level,  fairly  bright,  with  good 
stream.  The  dace  are  now  in  good  condition,  and 
on  Saturday  last  I  saw  large  numbers  of  them  in 
places  ;  one  shoal  was  feeding  from  the  embank- 
ment, and  there  must  have  been  six  or  seven 
hundred,  and  some  of  them  were  good  specimens 
for  this  water.  The  roach  and  bream  have  finished 
spawnmg,  and  will  be  in  pretty  good  condition  for 
the  early  part  of  the  season. — Aq.  Hajstcock. 

Blagdon  Lake.— Fishing  return  for  three  days 
ending  May  23  :— On  May  20,  Mr.  G.  Levy  Langfield 
three  trout,  31b.  4oz.,  31b.,  and  21b.  3oz.;  Mr' 
Tucker,  six,  41b.  8oz.,  41b.  6oz.,  31b.  8oz.,  31b.  14oz., 
31b.  9oz.,  and  31b.  4oz.,  and  returned  one  under  21b. ; 
Mr.  R.  Bowring,  one,  31b.,  and  returned  three  under 
21b  ;  Mr.  W.  Embry,  four,  21b.  loz.,  31b.  3oz.,  31b., 
and  31b.;  Mr.  J.  H.  George  (fishing  from  bank), 
three,  5lb.,  41b.,  and  21b.  8oz.,  and  returned  four 
under  21b.  On  May  22.  Mr.  P.  S.  Allison,  two, 
31b.  4oz.  and  21b.  loz.,  and  returned  one  under  21b  ■ 
Mr.  A.  E.  Phillips,  two,  I  lb.  12oz.  and  31b  4oz' 
On  May  23,  Mr.  N.  H.  Wills,  one,  1  lb.  4oz.  •  Mr*  P  s' 
Allison,  two,  31b.  4oz.  and  31b.  The  weather  for 
the  week  has  been  cloudy  and  boisterous  with 
northerly  winds.  May  20  being  the  only  favourable 
day.  The  wind  has  now  changed  to  the  south  and 
ram  is  falling;  no  doubt  warmer  weather  will 
follow. — Donald  Caeb. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— The  water  is 
keeping  up  fairly  high  for  this  period  of  the  year 
although,  since  the  exceptionally  fine  weather  has 
set  in,  water  is  receding  and  has  fined  down  very 
much.  Fish  have  not  been  taking  well.  Mr 
Salisbury  captured  a  nice  truff  at  Staverton,  and 
a  few  trout  have  been  secured  by  the  local  rods 
The  Duke  of  Somerset's  fishery  had  one  of  the 
best  captures  to-day  (May  27),  when  they  landed 
ten  fine  salmon,  and  I  also  heard  that  lower  down 
the  river— at  Stoke  Gabriel— the  men  caught 
more  fish  on  May  25  than  they  have  all  the  season. 
It  IS  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  new  sewao-e  sys- 
tem at  Totnes  is  giving  satisfaction  to  fishermen, 
and  at  the  meeting  of  the  Town  Council  on  May  26 
It  was  stated  by  the  Mayor  (Mr.  E.  Windeatt,  C  C  ) 
who  18  also  chairman  of  the  Devon  Sea  Fisheries 
Committee,  that  the  fishermen  are  very  pleased  with 
the  results,  and  that  their  nets  are  never  foul  as  they 
used  to  be.    Bearing  in  mind  the  fact  that  the 


scheme  cost2£20,000,  something  tangible,  at  least, 
ought  to  have  beeu  done,  and  we  are  pleased  to  note 
that  anticipations  have  been  realised. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.— The  Ockment,  Torridge, 
and  Lew  have  been  in  capital  condition  for  fly- 
fishing, and  some  good  salmon  have,  I  hear,  been 
landed  after  capital  sport.  Trout  rods  have  had 
baskets  of  two  and  a  half  dozen  on  the  average,  and 
the  fish  have  been  in  splendid  condition,  averaging 
from  ^Ib.  to  Jib.  apiece. — Devonian. 

Elan  Reservoirs. — The  total  catch  in  the 
reservoirs  has  been  163  trout  (701b.  5oz.).  Cabancoch 
accounted  for  thirty-six  (171b.  6oz.) ;  Garregddu, 
seventeen  (71b.);  and  Graiggoch  110  (451b.  15oz.). 
In  addition,  fifty-one  nice,  well-conditioned  trout 
were  taken  in  the  natural  lake.  Lake  Gynon,  situa- 
ted on  the  Elan  watershed.  Tliree  local  anglers 
fishing  the  Clerwen  river  also  had  upwards  of  100 
trout  in  the  river,  also  on  the  watershed.  Several 
tickets  were  issued  during  the  week,  and  all  the 
returns  are  not  yet  to  hand.  One  angler,  fishing 
Graiggooh  reservoir,  had  171b.  7oz.  of  trout,  and 
other  good  catches  have  included  baskets  containing 
twelve  brace,  and  several  ranging  from  four  to  seven 
brace  each.  The  local  pattern  fly,  "  T.  and  P.'s 
Favourite,"  has  accounted  for  a  good  proportion  of 
the  kills.— W.  B.  H.  <=      .r  x- 

Esk  (Whitby). —Although  the  effects  of  the 
water  becoming  ;  somewhat  low  and  clear 
are  being  evident  almost  daily  now,  fair  sport 
continues  to  be  obtained  upon  the  various 
stretches  of  water.  In  the  tideway  many  anglers 
have  been  out  during  the  past  week,  but  generally 
speaking  the  catches  are  hardly  up  to  the  average. 
From  the  higher  waters  similar  conditions  are 
reported,  but  in  the  absence  of  an  official  record  of 
catches  at  the  time  of  writing  it  is  difficult  to  sum- 
marise past  doings.  A  flood  would  undoubtedly  im- 
prove matters.  Sea  anglers  assemble  in  force  upon 
the  piers  and  quays  just  now,  and  fair  baskets  of 
mixed  fish  are  taken  daily.  In  the  offing  the  takes 
are  hardly  yet  satisfactory,  but  only  a  moderate 
number  of  Unee  have  operated  during  this  month. 
—J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Some  trout  have 
been  taken  in  the  Exe  and  tributaries.  A  fine  lot  of 
coarse  fish  are  to  be  seen  in  the  Exe,  among  them 
some  fine  grayling.  At  Totnes  Guildhall  on  Monday 
last  Mr.  C.  Barran  presided  over  the  Dart  District 
Fishery  Board.  Messrs.  Chittons  wrote  that  a  new 
fender  would  be  put  in  at  Staverton  Mill  as  soon  as 
the  state  of  the  water  would  allow,  and  Mr.  May 
said  that  the  work  was  in  progress.  The  chairman 
referred  to  an  interesting  article  from  Sir  E.  Ray 
Lankester  dealing  with  the  habits  of  eels,  which,  he 
said,  was  interesting  to  the  board,  who  had  been 
asked  by  the  Board  of  Fisheries  to  note,  if  possible, 
the  time  when  young  eels  ascended  the  river.  A 
few  bas8_  are  being  caught  at  night  off  Exraouth 
Pier.  Visitors  with  fishermen  in  boats  are  having 
sport  also  off  Strait  Point,  and  some  good  pollack 
up  to  31b.  are  being  had.  Mr.  Salter,  of  Exmouth, 
returning  from  fishing,  saw  an  otter  on  the  beach, 
and  before  it  could  return  to  its  native  element 
killed  it.    Weather  fine  and  warmer. — Red  Palmer. 

Lake  Vyrnwy. — During  the  past  week  very  fair 
baskets  have  been  made  considering  the  weather 
remains  so  unfavourable,  Saturday  being  the  best 
day  with  a  total  of  forty-nine.  Messrs.  Wilson  and 
Guillemard  brought  in  a  very  nice  basket  of 
twenty ;  Captain  Meakin  followed  with  eight  good- 
conditioned  fish,  the  best  scaling  1  lb. ;  Mr.  Bourke 
also  had  six  very  pretty  trout,  the  heaviest  weigh- 
ing 1  lb.  loz.  ;  Messrs.  Moore,  Greener,  Hampson, 
Maxwell,  Holder,  Latch,  Chance,  Topham,  and 
Melly  have  also  brought  in  some  very  nice  fish. 
Mr.  Ralston  has  continued  to  have  some  very  good 
sport  during  his  stay  here  the  last  fortnight, 
having  taken  seventy-two  from  the  lake  and  252 
from  the  streams.  Best  flies :  Black  and  Teal  and 
Claret  and  Grouse. — Long  Drift. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Not  much  sport  has  been 
reported  this  past  week  down  to  to-day  (May  27), 
the  weather  being  rather  cold  at  times,  keeping  trout 
in  the  deeps.  It  is  warmer  to-day,  and  the  streams 
are  in  order  for  fly-fishing  and  spinning.  The  roach 
are  spawning  in  parts  of  the  Lea.  Warm  weather 
prevailing,  the  May  Fly  may  be  out  next  week — a 
few  were  seen  last  year  in  the  last  week  in  May. — 
IzAAK  Walton. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  streams 
are  in  capital  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has 
been  stormy,  but  has  not  prevented  anglers  from 
going  out.  The  fish  have  been  more  on  the  feed, 
and  have  been  rising  at  the  fly,  and  some  fair-sized 
fish  landed.  The  fish  are  feeding  on  the  caddis  bait 
at  the  bottom,  and  it  is  expected  May  Fly  may  be 
up  any  day,  if  the  weather  keeps  warm.  The 
Pinsley  is  in  good  order. — Gwynne. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). —  The  fishing  for 
the  past  week  may  be  said  to  have  been  fair, 
although  the  fish  rose  in  somewhat  of  a  patchy  style 


— taking  freely  on  one  part  of  the  stream,  while 
they  refused  to  come  to  the  surface  at  all  on  others. 
One  rod,  on  the  Rolle  water  on  May  19,  creeled 
thirteen  good  fish,  and  another  took  eight,  headed 
by  a  handsome  trout  of  IJlb.  On  May  22  seven 
fish  weighing  51b.  fell  to  an  angler  fishing  the  same 
water.  ^  few  evenings  ago  there  was  a  good  rise 
between  6  and  8  p.m.,  and  some  good  sport  was  had. 
At  time  of  writing  (May  26)  the  river  is  in  good  order 
for  the  fly,  but  the  weather  is  unsettled. — Heron. 

PlymoTith. — The  Tavy  has  produced  some  fine 
salmon  and  peal  during  the  past  week,  and  the  trout 
are  much  bigger  than  they  were  last  season.  The 
Walkham  has  accounted  for  some  good  baskets. 
— William  Heabder. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — 
Streams  and  rivers  are  now  in  good  order,  and 
trout  have  been  feeding  better.  From  the  West 
Sussex  streams  several  brace  of  good  fish  have 
been  taken,  .^ome  few  up  to  2Jlb.,  but  here 
we  have  no  rise  of  May  Fly,  and  in  some 
instances  the  minnow  has  proved  a  successful 
lure.  From  the  Sheffield  Park  reach  of  the  Ouse 
I  hear  of  several  small  trout  having  been  captured 
principally  with  worm.  One  angler  took  a  couple 
of  brace,  but  the  fish  were  small.  It  is  a  pity  there 
is  not  a  limit  as  to  size  in  this  stretch,  as  trout  are 
none  too  plentiful.  At  Barcombe  Mills  on  Sunday 
good  bags  of  eels  were  secured,  and  Mr.  Porter,  I 
am  informed,  fishing  with  worm,  captured  a  lamprey 
of  21b.,  the  largest  seen  for  some  years.  A  few 
trout  have  been  caught  from  the  tributaries  of  the 
Adur,  where  the  culverts  run  under  the  roadway. 
A  few  smelt  have  been  taken  from  the  harbour  and 
bass  up  to  |lb.  May  27  was  an  oppressively  hot 
day.  Several  anglers  were  out,  but  results  have 
not  yet  reached  me. — George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon).— Rivers  still  fishable.  I  have  . 
heard  of  an  81b.  salmon  and  a  nice  dish  of  trout 
being  taken  in  Rolle  Estate  water  (one  trout,  2  Jib.), 
a  nice  catch  of  trout  in  the  Yeo,  and  one  angler  got 
over  two  dozen  in  the  Bray.  Another  told  me  he 
filled  his  basket  at  Molland.  The  majority  are  taken 
with  Pheasant  Tail  and  Blue  Upright.  Should  the 
weather  be  more  seasonable,  the  salmon-peal  will 
run  up,  but  up  to  now  I  have  only  heard  of  two. 
Netsmen  not  very  successful,  and  complain  of 
the  cold.  A  salmon  of  over  50lb.  just  caught. — 
Rusty  Game. 

Teify  (Llandyssil).— Since  my  last  report  sport 
has  been  as  follows: — Capt.  Lewes,  on  May  15, 
salmon  lOJlb.,  near  Alltcafan  Bridge.  On  May  16, 
Dr.  Ditcham,  salmon  141b.,  on  Perth  Hotel  waters. 
Captain  Lewes  had  one  each  day  of  May  18  and  19, 
one  of  which  weighed  11  Jib.  On  May  20,  Mr. 
Davies,  fishing  tackle  dealer,  got  one  on  Cornel 
weighing  23lb.  Col.  Sandwith  one  on  May  21  of 
221b.,  on  the  Perth  Hotel  waters.  On  May  22,  Mr.  T. 
Davies  got  another  of  9flb.  On  Tuesday,  May  26, 
Col.  Sandwith  got  another  of  9 Jib.  off  the  Perth 
Hotel  Waters.  Salmon  are  this  year  in  very  good 
condition,  and  of  greater  weight  than  previous  years. 
Mrs.  Ditcham  has  caught  several  good  baskets  of 
trout  on  the  Perth  Hotel  Waters,  and  several  good 
baskets  have  been  taken  on  various  waters  by  local 
people.  The  Teify  is  in  fair  order,  but  would  be 
the  better  for  a  little  rain. — T.  G.  T.  j 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  is  running  clear 
and  in  capital  order  for  fishing.  Fish  have  been 
inclined  to  feed, .  and  rising  fairly  well  at  times ; 
but  the  big  fish  appear  to  be  feeding  at  the  bottom 
on  the  caddis  bait.  During  the  warm  part  of 
Monday  a  few  May  Flies  were  up  on  the  Teme. 
They  were  large  flies  but  very  weak.  On  May  23  a 
dish  of  five  trout  were  landed,  and  on  May  26  some 
nice  trout  were  taken  near  Ludford.  In  the  upper 
waters  some  good  fish  were  taken  on  May  25  at 
Ludford  Bridge.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  in  order.  In  the  Corve  some  good 
trout  have  been  landed  with  the  worm. — S. 
Ludlow. 

Test,  etc. — Those  who  have  been  fishing  during 
the  past  week  have  done  very  well,  getting  from  two 
to  seven  and  a  half  brace  a  day.  The  latter  take 
occurred  on  Saturday  last.  These  fish  weighed 
301b.  6oz.  Fish  are  now  rising  nearly  all  day.  I  have 
heard  of  a  May  Fly  being  seen  on  this  river,  but  it 
will  be  a  week  before  they  show  in  sufficient  quan- 
tities for  fish  to  take  them  in  thosa  parts  of  the 
river  where  they  still  exist.  On  the  greater 
length  of  this  river  they  have  quite  disappeared. 
The  Iron  Blue  was  a  most  successful  fly  during 
the  past  cloudy  days.  This  morning  (May  27) 
bright  sun,  and  the  fish  rose  well,  and  took  a  red- 
bodied  Curse  with  badger  hackle  well.  Last  evening, 
when  the  sky  cleared,  a  few  fish  rose,  but  there  was 
not  a  good  rise. — Olive  Dun. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — We  have  had,  by  way  of  novelty,  a 
brief  succession  of  warm  days,  and  as  a  result  the 
waters  of  Northern  England  are  running  at  com- 
paratively low  level,  and  are  in  fairly  good  condition 
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for  trouting.  Still,  on  the  whole,  sport  is  tame. 
The  Tyne  has  been  in  poor  Ashing  order,  owing  to 
the  succession  of  floods,  and  salmon  fishing  is  at  a 
standstill.  The  Coquet,  on  the  other  hand,  has 
somewhat  improved;  as  a  result  it  ha^  been 
well  patronised,  and  a  number  of  nice  baskets 
have  been  made  on  the  upper  reaches.  A 
small  Greenwell  and  a  Waterhen  with  yellow  body 
have  been  doing  well  on  this  river.  Very  little 
is  doing  on  the  Felton  stretch  of  the  Federation 
waters.  So  far  anglers  have  had  very  poor  sport 
in  Whittle  Dene.  The  more  seasonable  weather  has 
made  it  more  enjoyable  at  the  ponds,  however,  and 
though  the  fish  have  been  wary  an  occasional  basket 
has  been  captured.  On  May  20  Mr.  White  succps^- 
fully  landed  saven  nice  fish,  the  largest  of  which 
sealed  nearly  1  lb. — Henby  A.  Murton. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  river  is  still  in  good  condition 
for  the  salmon  angler.  On  May  19  Mr.  T.  Morgan 
had  one.  20lb.,  in  the  Pandy.  May  20,  Dr.  Hackett, 
one,  7Jlb..  in  Harry  Giles'  stream.  May  21,  Mr. 
Sword,  one,  2  lib.,  in  Parker's  Hole;  Mr.  R.  Rickards, 
one,  18|lb.,  in  Coedyprior.  May  22,  Mr.  J.  M. 
Mordaunt,  onp,  IClb.,  in  Parker's  Hole.  May  23, 
Mr.  J.  M.  Mordaunt,  one,  241b.,  in  the  Stone  Wall ; 
Mr.  Geo.  Lavin,  one,  lOJlb.,  in  the  Withy  Bed. 
May  26,  Mr.  Sword,  two,"  91b.  and  11  lb.,  in  the 
Raich  and  the  Lower  Signs ;  Mr.  Rentinck,  one, 
121b.,  in  the  Llwynch.  May  26,  Mr.  J.  Pitt,  sen., 
two,  81b.  and  111b.,  in  Prioress  and  Harry  Giles' 
stream.  Evening  tronting  is  now  in  full  swing,  and 
a  few  small  baskets  have  been  taken,  but  there  have 
been  no  good  rises  of  trout. — T.  R. 

Wye    and    Derwent     (Derbyshire).  —  The 

above  rivers  have  now  got  in  good  trim  for  the  fly, 
and  the  tropical  weather  we  are  now  having  will 
soon  bring  them  to  their  summer  level,  and  cause 
anglers  to  turn  out  in  great  numbers.  Many  have 
been  on  the  Wye  and  have  had  very  nice  sport, 
as  creels  of  three  to  five  and  six  brace  have  been 
taken.  The  Derwent  is  affording  very  good  sport, 
and  several  gentlemen  have  obtained  baskets  rang- 
ing from  three  to  six  brace  of  nice  trout,  mostly 
from  the  Chatsworth  fishery  ;  the  Darleydale  Club's 
water  also  yielding  a  few  nice  trout.  Members 
and  day  ticket  holders  have  taken  from  two  to 
four  and  five  brace,  and  in  some  cases  moro. 
The  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association's 
portion  of  the  Derwent  has  yielded  several  good  fish, 
Mr.  Newbold  landing  several  nice  trout ;  Mr.  A. 
CoUinson,  one  brace ;  Mr.  Geo.  Brooker  a  nice 
trout  or  two— these  caught  at  Matlock  Bath  and 
the  Dale.  This  water  below  Cromford  is  now  in 
capital  order,  and  several  members  fishing  length  of 
water  have  taken  a  few  nice  fish.  Useful  flies : 
Yellow  Dun,  Black  Gnat,  Grannum,  or  Green  Tail, 
Yellow  Sallj^  Dotterel  Hackle  and  Oak  Fly. — 

DOTTEBEL. 

Wye  (Upper). — Several  small  lots  of  trout  have 
been  taken.  The  river  to-day  (May  27)  is  in  grand 
condition  and  the  weather  is  perfect.  Mr.  Holbrook 
hooked  a  301b.  salmon  on  Tuesday,  and  had  fine 
sport  for  an  hour  and  three-quarters.  He,  however, 
unfortunately  failed  to  land  it.  The  total  salmon 
catch  in  the  Builth  district  for  four  days  has  been 
twenty-six  fish  (427|lb.),  being  an  average  weight 
of  16 Jib.  each.— W.  B.  H. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  ITidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — Although  there  is  still  a  marked 
scarcity  of  natural  flies,  angling  promises  to  be 
more  successful  this  week  than  it  was  last.  Several 
anglers  did  well  on  May  25  with  fly  and  natural 
minnow.  I  had  a  nice  dish  of  ten  good  trout  from 
the  Danby  water  on  the  Yore.  This  water  may  be 
fished  on  payment  of  2s.  6d.  per  day  or  5s.  per  week. 
Tickets  can  be  had  of  Mr.  Towler,  Cover  Bridge  Inn, 
Middleham,  who  can  grant  visitors  free  permission  to 
fish  about  three  miles  of  the  Cover  and  the  Yore  on 
the  South  side.  Anglers  in  search  of  Whitsuntide 
quarters  may  go  farther  and  fare  worse  than  here. 
Another  excellent  angling  resort  is  Bainbridge  on 
the  Yore.  Mr.  Trotter,  Rose  and  Crown,  can 
grant  anglers  tickets  to  fish  a  long  stretch  of  the 
Yore,  the  whole  of  the  Bain  and  Lake  Semerwater, 
which  is  within  easy  distance.  There  is  also  good 
accommodation  at  Hawes,  and  any  angling  visitors 
at  this  capital  fishing  centre  should  inquire  for 
Jim  Blades — what  he  doesn't  know  about  the  fish 
and  fishing  in  the  Yore  and  its  tributaries  is  not 
worth  knowing.  I  have  so  recently  referred  fully 
to  the  Swale  and  its  angling  inns  that  I  need  not 
go  over  the  same  water  again.  There  is  some 
very  good  fishing  to  be  had  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Kirby  Moorside,  Rievaulx,  Bilsdale,  etc.,  a 
delightful  district.  The  Dove,  Hodge,  Bowforth, 
and  Howkeld  Becks,  etc.,  are  pre  erved  by  the 
Dove  Angling  Club.  Mr.  T.  C.  Frank,  Kirby  Moor- 
side, is  the  hon.  sec,  and  is  always  anxious  and 
willing  to  give  piscators  any  information.  I  believe 
the  limit  of  fish  that  the  club  allow  to  be 
taken  in  one  day  is  eight  brace,  and  they  must 
be   over  9in.    in  length.     The  limit  is  usually 


not  difficult  to  obtain.  Minnow  is  allowed, 
and  those  fishing  it  generally  get  the  largest  fish  as 
a  matter  of  course.  The  charge  is  23.  6d.  per  day  or 
7s.  6d.  per  week,  and  the  fishing  is  well  worth  it. 
The  Stone  Fly,  according  to  the  appearance  of  those 
I  gathered  yesterday,  will  not  make  its  appearance 
till  Whitsuntide.  IJoliday  anglers  will  therefore 
have  a  good  time  of  it.  Th»  Green  Drake  is  also 
very  backward  this  season.  Sport  has  varied  on  the 
Wliarfe,  one  or  two  nice  baskets  being  got  with 
spinning  the  minnow  on  the  "  Ariel "  Flight ;  also 
a  few  brace  with  fly.  Best  flies  at  present  are  Dark 
Watchet,  Yellow  Legs,  Dotterel  and  Yellow,  Dark 
Partridge  and  Yellow,  with  and  without  tinsel. — 

J.  E.  MlIiLEB. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Beauly  and   Conon. — On  May  19  Mr.  G.  S. 

Gibbons  landed  a  salmon  weighing  91b.  on  the  Falls 
Beat.  On  May  20,  flshing  the  same  beat,  he  landed 
one  of  81b.  and  a  sea-trout  of  41b.  On  May  21  he 
creeled  a  salmon  of  lOlb.  On  May  22  he  grassed  a 
fresh-run  fish  of  1 1  lb.  on  the  Home  water,  while  on 
May  23,  fishing  the  Falls  Beat,  he  had  two  of 
9|lb.  and  81b.  In  the  tidal  waters,  the  Moniack 
Castle  lessee  continues  to  have  good  sport,  in  all 
thirty  six  fresh-run  trout  being  brought  to  basket 
(heaviest,  2lb.  3oz.).  Conon. — The  catch  reported 
from  the  lower  reaches  was  nine  salmon  as  well  as 
several  good  catches  of  sea  and  brown  trout.  In 
the  tidal  pools  below  the  Railway  Bridge  local 
anglers  again  had  few  fair  baskets  of  trout 
(heaviest,  81b.). — A.  R. 

Border  Bsk  and  Iiiddle. — Sea-trout  were  run- 
ning pretty  freely  last  week,  and  have  reached 
the  upper  waters  of  both  rivers.  In  Canonbie 
water,  Mr.  Tom  Steel,  Canonbie,  had  two  sea-trout, 
1  Jib.  each,  and  Mr.  W.  Irving,  Rowanburn,  had  one, 
1  lb.,  and  some  yellow  trout.  In  Langholm  water, 
Mr.  A.  McMillan  had  one  sea-trout,  IJlb. ;  Mr.  W. 
Weatherstone,  one,  IJlb.  ;  and  Mr.  J.  Robinson, 
one,  IJlb.  In  Newcastleton  water  the  first  sea- 
trout  of  the  season  was  caught  by  Mr.  J.  Holliday, 
besides  a  dozen  yellow  trout.  On  May  21,  Mr. 
R.  Potts  had  a  salmon,  6Jlb.,  and  a  sea-trout 
in  the  lower  waters  of  the  Liddle ;  Mr.  Mitchell, 
four  sea-trout,  2Jlb.,  21b.,  IJlb.,  and  lib. 
In  the  mid-reaches  of  the  Esk  Mr.  Tom  Steel, 
Canonbie,  had  a  salmon,  121b.,  and  four  sea- trout ; 
Mr.  W.  Irving,  three  sea-trout  and  4lb.  yellow  trout. 
In  Liddle,  Mr.  W.  Ferguson,  a  sea- trout,  21b.  ;  Mr. 
J.  J.  Johnston,  three  dozen  yellow  trout.  Mr. 
Bateman,  Eskdale  Hotel,  has  had  daily  catches  of 
yellow  trout  in  Ewes,  Wauchope,  and  Tarras.  Rivers 
continue  in  good  ply. — W.  D. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — In  the  Graham  Arms 
water,  Mr.  Swinburne  has  had  good  sport  with 
salmon  and  sea-trout.  Mr.  Greenwood  two  sea- 
trout  and  several  baskets  of  yellow  trout  in  the 
Double  water.  In  Canonbie  water,  Mr.  F.  Steele 
landed  a  salmon  of  131b.  Mr.  J.  Armstrong  landed 
four  dozen  yellow  trout  in  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Liddle,  and  Mr.  Hy.  Jardine  a  similar  number. 
Mr.  Walker  caught  two  dozen  yellow  trout,  Mr.  Jas. 
Hardie  three  dozen,  and  Mr.  Wm.  Elliot  six  dozen. 
In  Penton  water,  Mr.  P.  Tait  took  three  sea-trout. 
In  the  middle  waters  of  the  Liddle,  Mr.  J.  Hogg 
caught  four  and  a  half  dozen  yellow  trout,  and  Mr.  J . 
Johnstone  one  dozen.  Mr.  T.  Steel  had  a  couple  of 
sea-trout,  and  Mr.  Walter  Irving  one  and  a  few 
yellow  trout  in  the  mid-reaches  of  the  Esk.  Mr. 
Mitchell  had  two  sea-trout  in  Lower  Liddle,  and  Mr. 
J.  Holliday  a  dozen  yellow  trout  and  one  ?ea-trout. 
In  Langholm  water,  Messrs.  A.  MacmiUan,  Weather- 
stone,  and  J.  R.  Robinson  have  each  had  sea-trout. 
In  the  Canonbie  division  of  the  Esk,  Mr.  J.  Steel 
had  a  small  salmon  and  four  sea-trout,  and  Mr.  J. 
Irving  four  sea-trout  and  41b.  of  yellow  trout.  Mr. 
Patrickson  got  91b.  of  yellow  trout  in  Langholm 
water.  In  Upper  Liddle,  Mr.  Johnstone  had  three 
dozen  yellow  trout,  Mr.  R.  Bain  one  sea  trout  and 
some  yellow  trout,  and  Mr.  W.  Ferguson  one. 
Mr.  Mitchell  had  fov^r  good  sea-trout,  and  Mr.  R. 
Potts  a  salmon  of  6Jlb.  Mr.  D.  Glendinning  has 
had  some  nice  baskets  in  Ewes  water.  In  the 
Canonbie  water  of  the  Esk,  Mr.  Miu-ray  had  a  dozen 
yellow  trout,  and  Mr.  J.  Davidson  two  dozen.  At 
time  of  writing  the  waters  are  in  capital  order. 

 GiLNOCKIE. 

Carron   (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.). — The 

weather  of  the  past  week  has  been  exceedingly 
changeable,  and-  on  the  whole  most  adverse  to 
angling.  Since  last  reported  the  following  sport  has 
been  obtained  : — On  May  18,  Mr.  C.  E.  Lambert, 
Gruinard?  House,  fished  the  Gruinards  and  Brae- 
langwell  waters  and  landed  two  salmon  weighing 
71b.  and  81b.  On  May  19,  Mr.  G.  T.  Crompton, 
Derby,  fishing  from  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  landed 
a  lO-pounder  on  the  Amat  water.  On  May  20,  Mr. 
C.  E.  Lambert  caught  a  91b.  salmon  on  Braelangwell 
water,  and  Mr.  G.  T.  Crompton  two  weighing  91b. 
and  101b.  on  the  Amat  water,    Op  May  22,  on  same 


water,  Mr.  Crompton  landed  an  8-pounder,  and  on 
May  23  Mr.  C.  E.  Lambert  caught  a  salmon  on  the 
Gruinards  water.  On  May  25  Mr.  G.  T.  Crompton 
secured  a  clean-run  beauty  of  lljlb.  on  the  Amat 
water.  The  lower  waters,  such  as  Invercharron  and 
Gledfield,  have  been  doing  nothing  in  the  way  of 
sport  for  some  time  back,  and  anglers  have  either 
left  or  are  leaving.  On  May  26  the  weather  was 
still  dry  and  cold,  and  water  very  low. — B. 

Inchnadamph.  Hotel  (Sutherland). — On  May 
19,  Admiral  Walker,  on  Inver,  four  trout,  41b.; 
Captain  Walker,  qn  Inver,  twelve,  41b.  On  May  20, 
Admiral  Walker,  on  Awe,  fourteen,  51b.;  Mr  E.  S. 
Webb,  on  Gillaroo,  throe,  21b. ;  Mrs.  Walker,  on 
Loanan,  four,  3lb.  On  May  21,  Mr.  E.  S.  Webb,  on 
Head  Assynt,  nine,  01b.  On  May  22,  Mrs.  Walker 
and  Mis-!  Webb,  on  Awe,  seventeen,  SJlb.  ;  Mr. 
E.  S.  Webb,  on  Head  Assynt,  one  salmon,  81b. 
On  May  23,  Admiral  Walker,  on  Upper  Inver,  four 
trout,  3:[lb.  ;  Mr.  E.  S.  Webb,  on  Lower  Inver, 
fifteen,  621b. ;  Messrs.  Gardiner  and  Wedgewood, 
on  Mid  Assynt,  fifteen,  7Jlb.  On  May  25,  Mr.  E.  S. 
Webb,  on  Head  Assynt,  one  salmon,  101b.  Monday 
morning  was  rather  stormy,  but  good  fishing 
weather. — W.  Wallace. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — The  weather  con- 
tinues very  unfavourable,  from  cold  gusty  south- 
westerly winds  and  a  deal  of  sunshine.  Baskets 
show  an  improvement  on  the  previous  week.  The 
most  successful  private  parties  were :  Mr.  W. 
Murray,  twenty-four  trout,  231b.  S^z.,  and  seven- 
teen trout,  171b.;  Mr.  Mitchell,  ten,  81b.;  Mr. 
Brown  and  Mr.  Cameron,  fifteen,  141b.  8oz.  ;  Mr. 
W.  B.  Gilfillan  and  Mr.  A.  D.  Ke%  twenty,  131b.  8oz.  ; 
Mr.  Davidson,  eleven,  121b. ;  Mr.  Lewis  and  Master 
MoLillan,  eighteen,  171b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Rushworth, 
thirteen,  111b.,  and  eleven,  121b.;  Mr.  Muirhead 
and  Mr.  Crosher,  twenty-five,  221b.  8oz. ;  Mr. 
McConnell  and  friend,  seventeen,  121b.  8oz. ;  the 
Misses  Liddall,  twenty-three,  211b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  A. 
Heyder  and  Mr.  R.  A.  Dickson,  twenty,  17lb. 
8oz. ;  Mr.  Boyd,  ten,  101b.  8oz.  Evening  fishing 
was  successfully  prosecuted.  The  following  were 
out  a  few  hours :  Mr.  J.  F.  MacLellan  and  Mr. 
W.  McDonald,  twenty-one,  151b.,  got  in  two 
hours;  Dr.  Paton,  eleven,  101b.;  Mr.  Greig  and 
Mr.  J.  Montgomerie  Fleming,  ten,  11  lb.  The 
following  were  the  first  prize-winners  at  club  com- 
petitions:  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  Perth  Club,  six 
trout,  71b.  lloz.  ;  Mr.  W.  Kerse,  six,  61b.  12oz.  ; 
Mr.  G.  Watt,  Saturday  A.C.,  five,  51b.  8oz.  ;  ISIr.  W. 
Crosher,  Bothwell  and  Blantyre  Club,  five,  61b.  8oz. ; 
Mr.  C.  Marchant,  Glasgow  Clydesdale  Club,  seven, 
71b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  G.  H.  Douglas,  Edinburgh  Amateur 
Club,  four,  51b.  8oz.— R.  B.  Laino. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— On  May  20,  Mr.  A. 

McDiarmid,  Melbourne,  Australia,  had  one  salmon 
of  11  lb.,  and  twenty-two  trout,  12Jlb.  (one,  IJlb.). 
On  May  21,  Mr.  W.  H.  Endemann,  Glasgow,  one 
salmon  of  181b.,  and  a  splendid  specimen  of  brown 
trout,  91b.  ;  Mr.  McAndrew,  nine  trout,  5Jlb.  On 
May  22,  Mr.  Nightingale,  five,  2Jlb.  ;  Me-.srs.  P. 
Ross  and  MoKay,  eighteen, 101b.  On  Maj'  23,  Mr. 
H.  J.  Knight,  six,  41b.  On  May  25,  the  Killin 
Breadalbane  Angling  Club  held  their  first  competi- 
tion of  the  season,  and  the  following  were  the  prize- 
winners : — First,  Mr.  W.  McLaren,  seven  trout, 
5Jlb.  ;  second,  Mr.  C.  Willison,  nine,  5Jlb.  ;  third, 
Mr.  P.  Ross,  ten,  5lb. ;  fourth,  Mr.  E.  McEvven, 
eight,  41b.  12oz. ;  fifth,  Mr.  W.  Beimett,  seven,  S{lh.  ; 
sixth,  Mr.  F.  McEwen,  four,  3lb.  2oz.  Prizes  for 
heaviest  trout:  First,  Mr.  F.  McEwen,  1  lb.  14oz.  : 
second,  Mr.  D.  McLaren,  lib.  lOoz.  On  May  26, 
Mr.  Nightingale,  three  trout,  4Jlb. — H.  J.  Knight. 

Lyon  (Eortingall  Hotel). — On    May  20,  Mr. 

G.  Brooksbank,  Newton-le- Willows,  one  salmon, 
ISJlb.  On  May  23,  Mr.  H.  W.  Macpherson,  Barr- 
hill,  Ayrshire,  one,  13Jlb.,  and  D.  McDiarmid, 
keeper,  had  a  fine  fish  of  261b.  On  May  26,  D. 
McNaughton,  one,  161b.  The  last  three  were  taken 
with  fly.  On  May  20,  Mr.  W.  Burns,  Dundee,  four 
trout,  1  Jib.  On  May  22,  Colonel  Munro  and  Messrs. 
Munro  and  Clow,  Aberfeldy,  five  dozen  and  three, 
15Jlb.  On  May  23,  Mr.  Menzies,  thirteen,  5lb.  On 
May  26,  Major  McKerchar,  Bridge  of  Allan,  thirteen, 
4|lb. — R.  Stewaet. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee,  Don,  etc. — Sport 
has  improved  vastly  since  Friday  la^t.  Mr. 
Meakins,  along  with  his  brother,  Mr.  Arthur 
Meakin,  had  a  round  dozen  of  fish  from  the 
upper  Durris  section  of  Mr.  Baird's  water  for  last 
week,  ranging  from  61b.  to  141b.  His  score  up  to 
date  is  102  fish,  with  a  week  yet  to  go.  Jlr.  Bair's 
(of  Durris)  party  have  a  much  bigger  record,  includ- 
ing fi^h  killed  by  the  keeper  and  guests.  On  Tor- 
na-Coil,  Mr.  J.  Whitelaw  had  twenty-three  fish  for 
eight  days  up  to  May  23,  ranging  from  61b.  to  141b., 
while  Lord  Penrhyn  and  keeper  have  ninety  salmon 
for  May  up  to  May  23,  on  the  Cairnton  water, 
and  Mr.  Hay,  Blackball,  somewhat  similar  results. 
On  the  Potarch  water,  Mr.  J.  A.  .Aix  had  eight 
salmon  last    week,    from    71b,    to    19lb.,  while 
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p.  D.  MALLOCH, 

MANUFACTURER  OF  EVEBY  DESCRIPTION  OF  FISHING 
TACKLE   SUITABLE    FOR    ALL    PARTS    OF"  THE  WORLD. 

Malloeh's    New    Rods  in  two  joints,  all  greenheart,  for  Salmon,  very  light  and  powerful. 

The  New  "  Airylig-ht "  Trout  Rod,  in  two  joints,  for  flexibility,  balance,  and  lightness,  is  unsurpassed. 


MALLOGH'S  PATENT  CASTING  REEL 

The  only  Perfect  Casting  Reel  for  Salmon,  Mahseer,  and  Trout,  and  all 
kinds  of  Coarse  Fishing.    Unsurpassed  for  long  distance  casting.  Simple 
and  easy  to  learn. 


MALLOGH'S  PATENT  FLY  GASE. 

For  Salmon,  Grilse,  Sea  Trout,  and  Eyed 
Flies  of  all  sizes.  Handy  and  compact.  Each 
fly  secured  by  neat  and  effective  arrangement. 

Large  assortment  of  sizes  to  choose  from. 


Malloeh's  New  King'fisheP  Silk  Waterproof  Lines,  all  sizes,  single  and  double,  tapered  and 
level.    This  is  without  doubt  the  best  line  ever  produced. 

LARGEST  STOCK  m  THE  KINGDOM  OF  FLIES  FOR  SALMON,  GRILSE,  SEA  TROUTAND  LOCH  AND  RIVER  TROUT,  INCLUDING  MANY 
NEW  PATTERNS,  ALL  NEATLY  AND  BEAUTIFULLY  TIED.       JS^ew  Illustrated  Lists  free. 

Awarded    lO    Gold   and    other    IVIeda-ls   for   Excellence   in   FialiingS  Tacltle. 

Telegrams:    MALLOCH,    PERTH.  Telephone    No.  31. 


J.  E.  MILLER, 

THE  "WEE  CHAPMAN."  THE  "ARIEL"  FLIGHT. 

With  3  trebles    X/3  Price  7cl.  each. 

„    5     „    1/6     With  long  swivelled  Trace    each  1/2 

For  clear  water  Trout  Fishing  these  two  minnow  tackles  easily  hold  the  lead. 


NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  DEPOT, 
19,  New  Station  Street,  Leeds. 


Tblbgrams:  "PISCATOR,  LEEDS." 


LIGHT  WHOLE   CANE   FLY  RODS. 

Best  Quality,  2  Tops,  Double  Brazed,  Universal  Wineh  Fittings, 
Cork  Handle,  and  fully  fitted,  10  ft.,  lOJ  ft.,  11  ft.,  lT/6. 

These  rods  are  all  built  from  a  specially  selected  cane,  having  a  thick,  hard  centre 
which  far  surpasses  any  previous  make.  They  are  light  and  powerful,  and  have 
the  advantage  of  being  equally  suitable  for  casting  either  a  short  or  a  long  line. 


The  '  TRACEY '  WHOLE  CANE  ROD 

FULLY  FITTED,   LOCK  JOINTS,  3  Tops  for  Wet  and  Dry  Fly  and 
Minnow  Fishing,  GREEN  FINISH,  LIGHT  AND  POWERFUL. 

Price  30I- 
MILLER'S  TROUT  FLIES,  x/a  per  dozen. 

Selections  suitable  for  all  parts  of  the  Kingfdom. 

MOUNTED  FLY  CASTS. 

Best  Killing  Patterns,  1/6  each. 

BEST  SATEEN  WADERS,  is/e. 
BEST  TWILL  WADERS,  xs/s. 

BROGUES.    XX/a,  X4:/6,  X7/6,  31/-,  J25/- 


  Telephone  :  No.  2601. 

THE  "WILSON"  NON-SPLASHING 
MINNOW  CAN. 

(eegistebkd). 

An  article  that  will  be  appreciated  by  all  fishermen 
who  have  experienced  the  difficulty  of  carrying  live 
minnows.  This  non-splashing  can  may  be  strapped 
to  the  waist,  or  carried  in  the  pocket,  it  only 
measuring  6  x  3|  inches. 

When  carrying,  the  water  splashed  up  is  caught 
by  the  wire  gauze,  and  dripping  constantly  keeps  the 
water  well  supplied  with  air.  The  tray  which  holds 
the  minnows  is  drawn  up  by  the  wires  and  "just  the 
minnow  you  want"  can  be  picked  out. 

Made  from  strong  zinc  it  is  rustless  and  weighs 
only  about  10  ozs.    Price  4/-.    Postage  4a!.  extra. 


MAY  FLIES 

DRESSED   TO  PATTERN 

ON   SHORTEST  NOTICE. 

LARGE  STOCK  IN  GREAT  VARIETY, 

SELECTIONS  SENT  ON  APPROVAL. 
ALL  SHADES,  GREY,  YELLOW  AND  GREEN. 
Assorted  dozen  4/6  post  free. 


MAY  FLY  CASTS 


Made  from  SPECIALLY  PICKED  GUT,  Tapered  1/6  each. 
EXTRA  FINE  NATURAL  PICKED  GUT  POINTS 

17  inches  long,  13/6  per  hundred. 
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Mr.  Charles  A.  Aix  had  -even  fish  from  71b.  to  141b., 
and  the  first  grilse  got  to  the  rod  of  2  jib.  On  the 
Aboyne  Hotel  wafers  Mr.  Somerton  had  two  on 
May  18  (51b.  and  7^1b.) ;  on  May  21  one  of  61b.  ; 
while  Mr.  Hardie  landed  one  of  8^1b.,  one  of  71b., 
two  of  61b.  and  71b.,  on  May  22,"  and  two  of  71b. 
each  on  May  23.  Mr.  Hastings,  two,  of  7|lb.  and 
131b.,  three  of  7|lb.,  7^lb.,  and  151b.,  and  two  on 
Saturday  of  61b.  and  13|ib.;  General  Grove  securing 
two,  of  91b.  and  r21b.,  and  one  of  71b.  On  the  Dinnet 
section  and  Glentana  water,  for  lour  days'  angling 
by  the  rods  from  Profeit's  Hotel,  sixty-five  salmon 
were  killed,  ranging  from  71b  to  231b. — the  best  so 
far  as  the  season  has  gone.  On  the  Ballater  watt  r  a 
few  are  being  got,  but  none  further  up  as  yet.  Don. — 
Cn  the  Pitmedden  water,  on  May  23,  Mr.  John  Grant 
had  a  fish  of  81b  ,  while  Mr.  Meff,  Mr.  Forbes,  and 
others  had  good  baskets  of  trout  on  the  club's  water. 
On  the  Grandholm  section,  Dr.  Riddell,  Aberdeen, 
had  some  good  trout  on  Thursday  last  (May  21), 
but  fish  have  been  entirely  off  the  rise  for  some 
weeks  past.  Supplies  of  salmon  and  grilse  are  more 
plentiful  than  they  have  yet  been,  while  sea-trout 
have,  in  a  measure,  never  been  more  s-o,  and  have 
kept  the  prices  down.  The  better  part  of  the 
Harbour  Board's  season's  catch  has  been  in  trout 
rather  than  salmon.  The  smolt  season  is  now  about 
over,  and  so  fdr  as  can  be  judged  has  been  an 
exceedingly  good  one. — G.  M. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — In  common  with  other 
angling  streams  and  lochs  in  this  county,  the  Shin  is 
suffering  from  fickle  weather  and  low  water.  During 
the  whole  of  the  past  week  it  is  said  that  Colonel 
Rutherford  and  Mr.  Lees  only  landed  two  salmon. 
The  weather  and  water  condition  i  described  are 
equally  applicable  to  the  other  tributaries  of  the 
Kyle— the  Cassley,  Oykell,  and  Einig. — B. 

Soutli  of  Scotland. — In  the  Mount  Annan  por- 
tion Mr.  Andrew  Bell  caught  three  or  four  sea-trout 
with  fly.  In  the  lower  tidal  water  Mr.  R.  Graham 
took  one,  and  one  yellow  trout.  In  Craigdale 
stream  Mr.  James  Dixon  had  one  sea-trout.  Mr.  J. 
Jackson  had  three  yellow  trout  in  Hoddom  Castle 
water.  Mr.  W.  McPherson  killed  a  clean-run 
salmon  of  61b.  The  Dxtmihies  Nith. — Sport  rather 
poor  at  present.  On  May  24  Mr.  Harries  had  forty 
yellow  trout,  and  on  May  23  twenty-one,  and  Mr. 
Patterson,  nine.  The  Galloway  Rivers. — The 
Kirkcudbrightshire  Dee,  as  also  the  Fleet  of  Gate- 
house, have  been  in  moderate  order  during  the  week, 
but  little  has  been  done  on  either  river.  Aybshiee 
Rivers  and  Lochs. — Splendid  sport  is  now  being 
obtained  on  the  Dalmellington  Loch.  On  May  21 ,  22, 
and  23,  21  (i  yello  w  trout  were  taken  with  fly.  "On  May 
21,  Mr.  Addison  and  friend  had  sixty-five,  and  on  the 
following  day  forty-eight.  Mr.  J.  A.  Richardson 
and  friend,  fishing  on  May  22,  took  forty.  On 
May  23,  Mr.  Marr  and  Mr.  Armor  had  forty-five 
yellow  trout ;  INIr.  Kay  and  friend,  twenty -six  ;  and 
Mr.  Barns,  twenty-one. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Aberlour). — During  the  early  part  of  the 
past  w^ek  the  water  was  still  high  and  the  weather 
stormy,  but  towards  the  end  of  the  week  the  river 
fell  and  is  now  in  better  order.  On  tlie  Abeilour 
House  water  the  following  fi>h  were  killed:  — On 
May  19,  one,  61b. ;  on  May  20,  two,  61b.  and  5lb. ; 
on  May  22,  one,  5|lb. ;  and  on  May  23,  two,  91b. 
and  61b.  A  few  sea-trout  were  also  killed  during 
the  week. — N.  L. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — The  condition  of  the  river 
is  all  that  could  be  desired  for  good  angling,  but 
fish  do  not  appear  to  be  so  numerous  as  was  ex- 
pected. On  Mr.  McCorquodale's  Tulchan  Lodge 
water  for  the  week  some  seventeen  salmon  were 
landed ;  and  on  the  Knockando  water  (Mr. 
Hankey's)  on  May  19,  Mr.  James  Shand,  fisherman, 
had  one  of  71b. ;  while  from  the  Carron  House 
water  Mr.  J.  W.  H.  Grant  had  six  salmon  weighing 
respectively  71b.,  71b.,  81b.,  91b.,  12ib.  and  2u^lb. 
From  the  Laggan  House  (Carron)  water  (Colonel 
Smith  Grant's),  Mr.  H.  Camming,  fisherman,  landed 
five  salmon  weighing  each  6 Jib.,  71b.,  71b.,  91b.  and 
91b.  ;  and  from  the  Wester  Elchies  water,  on 
May  20,  Mr.  Clutterbuck  had  two  salmon  of  81b. 
and  13Ib.  ;  on  May  21  two  of  61b.  and  12ilb., 
and  on  May  22,  one  of  8Jlb. ;  while  Mr.  Harding 
had  two  of  7Jlb.  and  8Jlb.  Fishing  on  the  Aiken- 
way  House  portion  of  the  Arndilly  water,  on 
May  19,  Sir  Charles  Cu-t  had  a  salmon  of  121b.; 
and  on  May  20,  one  of  9^]h.  ;  and  on  the  Rothes 
water  on  May  20,  Mr.  Peto  had  one  of  91b.  For 
the  week  four  salmon  were  landed  from  the  Pitcroy 
Lodge  water ;  six  from  Mr.  Wharton  Duff's  (Orton) 
water  ;  and  thirteen  from  the  Delfur  water. — J.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 

The  Tweed  and  Teviot  in  the  Kelso  district  are  now 
in  fair  condition  for  trout  angling.  In  the  Cold- 
stream district  of  the  Tweed,  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  J. 
Aikman  had  six  trout,  and  on  the  Lee  water  four. 
On  May  16,  at  Birgham  water,  Mr.  A.  D.  Cameron, 
Coldstream,  had  nine  trout,  51b.,  and  on  the  Lees 
water,  on  Monday  evening,  he  had  one  grayling. 


On  Lennell  water,  on  Saturday,  Mr.  Veitch  killed 
four  trout,  and  for  the  next  three  days  he  had 
baskets  of  from  six  to  ten  trout.  Last  week,  on  the 
Whitaddtr,  Messrs.  Wm.  Laidlaw,  jun.,  had  (ijlb. ; 
John  White,  5Jlb.  ;  William  Purves,  4Jlb.  ;  Richard 
Cowe,  4|lb.  ;  W.  Martin,  4Jlb.  ;  James  Veitch,  jun., 
3flb. ;  WilUam  Bell,  S^lh. ;  R.  G.  Cowe,  3lb. ;  John 
McAlpine,  31b.  ;  Archibald  Martin,  2lb. ;  Mr.  Black- 
law,  3ilb. ;  W.  Storer,  3ilb.  ;  William  Young,  6|lb.  ; 
Peter  Nisbet,  3Jlb.  ;  Peter  Simpson,  51b.  ;  Peter 
Burns,  31b.  ;  A.  Young,  2Jlb.  On  the  Ettriek, 
Messrs.  McKay  had  4|lb.  ;  James  Hislop,  8ill).  ; 
James  Oliver,  7flb.  ;  G.  Mason,  7Jlb. ;  William 
O'Donoughe,  7Jlb.  ;  and  William  Heathe,  71b.  On 
the  Whitadder,  Messrs.  James  Young,  SJlb.  ;  John 
Middlemas,  6Jlb.  ;  and  Thomas  Perring,  6Jlb.  On 
the  Till,  on  May  22,  Mr.  James  Knox  had  a  sea- 
trout  of  41b.  loz.,  and  a  basket  of  trout,  ten  of 
which  weighed  41b.  On  the  Allen  river,  Mr.  John 
William  Robson,  on  May  20,  landed  twenty-three. 
On  the  Coquet  (Harbottle  district),  Mr.  Taylor  had 
a  creel  of  eighteen,  while  Mr.  Graham  killed  eight. 
At  Wooler  Bridge,  on  the  hotel  water,  Mr.  F.  Hoyle 
had  eight.  On  the  Felton  stretch  Mr.  White  landed 
seven ;  Mr.  Shears,  five,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Bell,  three. 
On  the  Tees  and  Greta,  Mr.  Thompson,  with 
fly,  caught  nine  trout ;  Mr.  Hall,  eleven  ;  and  Mr. 
Pringle,  six.  On  the  Eaumont,  Mr.  C.  Wormald 
had  eight,  while  in  other  outings  he  had  baskets  of 
from  three  to  four  brace  a  day.  At  Catcleugh 
Reservoir,  Mr.  Taylor  landed  a  dozen,  and  Mr.  Rae 
five.  At  Wark  North  water,  Mr.  Allgood  had  a 
salmon  of  8Jlb.  On  Birgham  water,  Mr.  George 
Perry  had  a  sea-trout  of  31b.  On  Twizell  water, 
Mr.  James  Caston'had  7Ib.  of  trout,  and  Mr.  George 
Swan  51b.  On  Lennell  water,  Mr.  Martin  Mathew- 
son  had  six;  on  May  17  he  had  again  four  fish. 
On  the  Lees  water,  Mr.  John  Logan  had  a  good 
basket  of  trout,  and  on  Monday  six  weighing  4Jlb. 
Mr.  James  Aikman  caught  four  nice  trout ;  Mr. 
James  Murray  had  four  trout  of  neaily  31b.  weight ; 
and  on  May  20  Mr.  Walter  Smith  had  five.  On 
the  Birgham  water,  on  Saturday,  Mr.  Cameron  ha'd 
a  basket  of  61b.  (heaviest,  3lb.);  Mr.  Veitch,  on 
Lennell  Haugh  on  Saturday,  had  five  trout,  and  on 
Tuesday  three  more ;  Mr.  George  Ford,  on  the 
Ford  water,  had  four;  and  Mr.  George  Scott,  on  the 
Leet  water,  six. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  (Eilrea). — A  discoloured  freshet  came 
down  the  tributaries  after  the  rains  experienced 
during  the  middle  of  the  week  ;  however,  the  main 
river  continued  shrinking  and  all  the  reaches 
remained  in  order.  Catches  of  trout  are  being 
obtained  by  local  anglers  from  the  banks,  and 
salmon  are  showing  on  the  shallow  stretches,  where 
they  take  the  fly,  and  the  stock  is  being  increased 
by  a  run  of  spring  fish  which  are  ascending  from  the 
sea.  Mr.  S.  Frazer  landed  a  salmon  of  13 Jib.  (the 
first  of  the  season)  at  Pontylenone  ;  Colonel  Alison, 
one  of  101b.  ;  and  Rev.  Archdale,  two  of  1 1  lb.  and 
141b.,  at  Movanogher. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  local  rivers  are  on 
the  low  side  for  trout  fishing,  and  the  reservoirs  are 
standing  in  good  stead.  The  Antrim  Road  Basin, 
which  is  only  a  mile  from  the  very  heart  of  the  city 
on  the  penny  tram,  is  doing  a  little  better,  a 
number  of  the  rod  holders  having  killed  the  maxi- 
mum bag  of  four  fish  on  several  evenings  during  the 
short  rise  after  sunset.  At  Woodburn  the  best  fish 
of  the  week  was  a  5J-pounder,  which  Mr.  J.  J. 
Longhead  killed  on  the  Lower  Bann,  while  Mr. 
Hoey  had,  in  two  evenings,  six  trout  scaling 
14lb.,  heaviest  41b.  The  Royal  Irish  Constabulary 
Anglers'  Association  were  at  Dromore  and  Dunadry 
on  May  26.— J.  A.  B. 

Cummeragh  and  Inny  (co.  Kerry). — Salmon 
are  numerous  in  the  above  waters.  Sea-trout 
arrived  in  the  Inny  in  big  numbers  last  week,  also 
many  peal. — T.  J.  D. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers. — The  Ballinderry  and 
Blackwater  are  rather  low  for  fly  fishing.  The  first 
heavy  spate  should  bring  salmon  into  both.  With 
the  advent  of  the  Black  Fly  dapping  should  be 
good  on  the  latter  stream,  where  the  trout  up  to 
51b.  take  it  greedily. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — Trouting 
continues  good  on  the  Erne,  and  the  salmon  fishing 
opened  splendidly  by  Mr.  Darby  capturing  a  fresh- 
run  salmon  of  32Jlb.  on  May  23,  the  fish  making  a 
grand  fight  and  giving  some  good  sport;  Mr-. 
Herbert  Johnson  (a  noted  lady  angler)  landed  two 
fine  spring  salmon  on  same  day  of  141b.  each  ;  Mr. 


Special  Notice. — On  and  after  Monday  next, 
June  1,  the  Editorial,  Advertisement,  and  Publishing 
Offices  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  at  19,  Adam- 
street,  Adelphi,  Strand,  London,  W.C  ,  where  all 
letters  and  other  communications  must  be  sent. 


C.  Johnston,  one,  !)lb. ;  Mr.  H.  Stubbs,  one,  9lb. ; 
and  Mr.  V.  Gregory,  D.I.,  one,  11  lb. — M.  Rogan 
and  Sons. 

Killarney. — The  weather  has  been  favourab'e, 
and  respectable  sport  has  been  had  at  salmon. 
Brown  trout  continue  to  furnish  very  good  spwrt. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Ziough  Arrow. — Dapping  commenced  on  thi-; 
lough  on  May  21,  when  Mr.  Bourne  got  a  nice  fish 
of  2Jlb.  ;  and  Colonel  Howat,  two,  of  3Jlb.  and  1  Jib. 
On  May  22,  Mr.  Bourne,  one,  41b.  On  May  24,  Dr. 
Lumnsden,  one,  31b.;  Mr.  Taylor,  one,  l^lb.  ;  Mr. 
Bourne,  four,  5Jlb.,  51b.,  3.Ub.,  and  SJlb.  On 
May  25,  Mr.  Carter,  four,  IJlb.,  Ijlb..  ijlb.,  and 
IJlb.  ;  Dr.  Lumnsden,  two,  41b.  and  fib.  Mr. 
Stewart,  after  arriving  from  England,  had  four  fish, 
largest  61b.  All  boats  out  to-day  (Tuesday),  and 
weather  conditions  good. — Geo.  Acheson. 

Lougfh  Cnrrane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Sport  has  been  backwanl  at  salmon  and  sea-trout. 
On  May  18,  Michael  Kelly  had  a  salmon  of  101b. 
May  20,  Dr.  Gibbons,  one,  8JIb.  May  23,  Dr. 
Gibbons,  two,  9Jlb.  and  91b.  Anglers  out  after 
brown  trout  did  fairly  well  during  the  week. — T.J.D. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur). — The 
May  Fly  is  becoming  quite  plentiful  and  being  fairly 
taken.  At  any  time  from  now  it  should  become  at 
its  best  on  Lough  Mask,  Lough  Corrib  usually  being 
from  ten  to  fourteen  days  later  ;  therefore  the  two 
loughs  between  them  gi\e  six  weeks  or  more 
good  "  dapping."  The  best  bags  of  the  week  on  the 
"  dap  "  brought  into  the  Mount  Gable  Hotel  are  : 
Mr.  Anderson's,  eight  trout.  12ib.,  best  2Jlb.  ;  Mr. 
Heyder,  five  trout,  51b. ;  and  Mr.  Wood,  two  trout, 
31b.,  on  wet  fly.— G.  A. 

Iiough  Mask  (Ballinrobe). — We  are  having 
excellent  fishing  weather  here  and  splendid  sport. 
The  following  are  the  best  baskets  for  the  past  ten 
days: — Messrs.  Duncan  and  Hinchcliff,  on  May  14, 
fishing  from  the  same  boat,  six  trout,  lO  jlb.  ;  on. 
May  16,  eight,  ll^lb.  ;  on  May  18,  five,  lOlb. ;  on 
May  19,  two,  5|lb.  ;  on  May  20,  five,  921b.  ; 
on  May  23,  five,  12Jlb. ;  and  on  May  25,  six,  101b. 
Mr.  Sharpe,  on  May  18,  six,  13Jlb.  ;  on  May  19, 
four,  lOJlb. ;  on  May  20,  five.  14^1b. ;  on  May  21, 
two,  6 Jib. ;  on  May  23,  five,  171b. ;  and  on  May  25, 
two,  5Lb.  Mr.  Cochrane,  on  May  25,  ten,  101b.,  and 
Rev.  P.  Blyth  thirteen.  All'taken  on  wet-fly  or 
dap;  no  trolling.  Other  catches  too  numerous  to 
mention.  May  Fly  now  well  up.  Staying  at 
Springvale  House  are  Colonel  and  Mrs.  Lynch, 
Messrs.  Alick  Duncan,  Hinchclif?,  Cochrane,  Bon- 
wick,  Sharpe,  and  Rev.  P.  Blyth. — C.  E.  Mayne. 

Lough  Melvin. — During  the  past  week  Mr.  A. 
J.  Troup  landed  three  salmon  of  121b.,  101b.,  and 
101b. ;  Mr.  A.  Stubbs,  one  of  81b.  ;  Mrs.  Herbert 
Johnson,  one  of  lOJlb.  ;  Mr.  J.  R.  T.  Mulholland, 
one  of  71b. ;  Mr.  Gallagher,  one  of  9 Jib.  ;  jNIr.  P. 
Wren,  a  trout  of  5Jlb.  ;  Mr.  H.  Morrow,  one  salmon, 
11  lb.  Trouting  was  good,  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Bretland 
had  forty-two  trout,  many  of  them  gillaroos  of 
lib.,  IJlb.,  and  l|lb.  each.  Mr.  A.  Faunce  de 
Laune  haxi  several  trout,  largest  a  gillaroo  of  31b.  ; 
and  Lieutenant  Savile  had  several  of  1  lb.  and  IJlb. ; 
and  other  trout  anglers  did  equally  well.  Sport 
continues  first-rate  on  the  lake,  and  the  May  Fly  is 
expected  to  appear  on  Loughs  Erne  and  Melvin  in 
a  few  days'  time. — M.  Rooan  and  Sons. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Brown  trout  fishing  has  been  good  on  all  the  above 
waters,  but  no  fish  weighing  over  a  pound  were 
had.— T.  J.  D. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Water  in  good  order, 
with  a  good  number  of  fish  in  the  pools.  On 
May  23,  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson  got  a  fish  of  lOlb.,  and 
rose  several  others  on  the  upper  reaches.  The 
grilse  are  coming  in  just  now,  and  good  fishing  is 
expected  on  lough  and  river.  Lough  Conn  fi-hed 
fairly  well,  a  good  number  of  fish  being  got  on  fly 
and  minnow.  Mr.  J.  Scroop  got  several  during  the 
week,  and  Mr.  Moylett  got  one,  lOlb.,  besides  a 
good  number  of  trout  and  some  good  pike. — John 
Devebs. 

Moy  (Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen,  Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Weather  changeable  here.  Mr.  Fred 
Scroop,  four  salmon,  91b.,  9Jlb,  11  lb.,  121b.;  Dr. 
Smith,  two  salmon,  7Jlb.,  91b.  ;  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson,  one 
salmon,  lOlb.  ;  Mr.  P.  Moylett,  two  sulmon,  llilb., 
9lb. ;  Mr.  Barton,  lOJIb.,  13lb. ;  Mr.  Poach  three 
salmon,  81b  ,  101b.,  lOJlb.  Trout  anglers  are  having 
good  sport  on  Lough  Conn,  eleven  being  the  best 
day  for  one  rod,  largest  3Jlb.  Loughs  Callow  and 
Talt  are  fishing  well.  On  May  23,  Master  Jack 
McGloene  and  friend  killed  si.\ty-eight  trout.  — 
Jim  Hearnes  and  Sons. 

North  Kerry  Rivers. —  -AJl  the  principal  waters 
in  the  North  Kerry  district  have  been  in  good  order 
during  the  week,  but  sport)  has  not  been  good.  A 
few  salmon  have  been  had  on  the  Feale  and  other 
waters.— T.  J.  D. 

Oughterard  (Murphy's  Hotel). — The  following 
catches  have  been  made  to-day  (May  25)  by  visitors 
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MAY  FLIES 

SIX  CHAMPION  PATTERNS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 


Suitable  Patterns  for 
various  districts  sent 
to  any  of  our  clients 
on  application. 


THE  FIELD. 


THE  FLEXIBLE  BODIED  MAY. 

(PROTECTED.) 


THE  POLAR,  THE  KENNET,  &  AGNETAS  (2  Patttrns), 

ARE    PROVSD  KILLERS. 


TESTIMOMiAL. 

Chambees  Eoad,  Southpoet,  May  lith,  1908. 
Sirs, — You  sent  me  some  very  efiective  May  Plies  last  season  for  the  Eiver 
Tern.   Kindly  forward  me  a  similar  selection  by  return.   I  enclose  remittance. — J. A. 

The  Multum-in-Parvo  Trout  Rod   21/- 

The  Pepfection  Built  Cane  Multum,  9  ft.  and  10  ft.  45/- 

OGDEfUSCOTFORD 

PITTYILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM. 

NINE   GOLD,    SILVER.    AND   OTHER  AWARDS. 


WEYMOUTH. 

The  Popular  Health  and 
Seaside  Resort. 

THE  ENGLISH  NAPLES. 


SPECIAL  ATTRACTIONS: 

Steamboat  Excursions  to 
Channel  Fleet,   Portland,  &c. 


GOLF  LINKS,    IS  holes. 


FISHING,  Boating,  <SbC., 
unsurpassed. 

MAXIMUM  SUNSHINE  OF  ANY 
SEASIDE  RESORT. 


LOUGH  MELYIN,  IRELAND. 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

Furnished  House  to  Let 

at  Garrison,  the  well-known  fishing  centre. 
Three  sitting  rooms,  eight  bedrooms,  servants' 
rooms,  w.C ,  stabling,  &c.  Plate,  linen,  and 
attendance  if  requii-ed. — Apply,  P.  Timonky, 
Oariison,  Belleek,  Co.  Fermanagh. 

FINE 

TROUT  FISHING. 

Please  address :  FECHTIG, 

POSTE  HOTEL,  STUHLINGEN, 

BLACK  FOREST. 


WORMS  AND  OTHER  LIVE  BAITS 

Fresh  daily.  Packed  in  Moss.  Brandlings, 
.Maidendews,  Cockspurs,  Mafsh  Worms,  &c. 
Any  ijiiantity.  300,  1/6  ;  500,  2/- ;  1,000,  3/6 ;  also 
1  arge  Lobs  for  Salmon  fishing,  1/6  per  100.  All 
carriage  paid.  Addres.s — 
X-  HOLMES,  10,  Bingley  Street,  Leeds. 


SOUTH  EASTERN  &  CHATHAM 
RAILWAY. 

WHITSUNTIDE  HOLIDAYS. 

CHEAP  TICKETS  will  be  issued  from  certain 
London  Stations  as  follows  : 


Dkbtinath 


Paris  (via  Calais  or  Bou- 
logne)   

Boulogne  

Do  

Brussels  (via  Calais  or 
Boulogne)   

Brussels  (via  Ostend)  

Amsterdam  (via  Flushing) 

The  Hague  (via  Flushing) 

Calais   

Do  

dstend  

Le  Touquet  (Paris  Plage) 


Days 


Retukk  Fares, 


Valid   1  CI.  (2  Cl.i  3  CI. 


14  58/4 

3  :2i/- 

8  30/- 


48/3 


37/1 
32/10 
22/6 
31/6 


30/- 
12/6 
17/10 


37/6 

25/- 


33/6 
26/7 
25/6 
22/5 
—  i'l4/ 


17/4 


26/6120/6 
28/9  20/3  13/8 
34/9  ,28/7|20/5 


TICKETS  AVAILABLE  BY  ANY  TRAIN 
(Mail  and  Boat  Expresses  excepted)  will  be  issued 
from  LONDON  to  the  undermentioned  Stations 
on  .Tune  .5th,  6th,  and  7th,  available  for  return 
on  .Tune  7th,  8th,  9th,  or  luth,  but  not  on  .Tune 
5th  or  6  th. 


Ashford  ... 
Bexhill  ... 
Birchi'gt'n 
Br'adstairs 
Canterbury 

Deal  

Dover   

Folkestone 
Hastings .. 
Heme  Bay 
Hythe   


Retuhn  Fakes. 
ICl.    '2C1.  3C1. 

14/-  9/-;7^ 

14/-  9/-I7/6 
16/-  12/- 
16/-  12/- 
14/-10/6 
18/6  12/6 
17/6  12/6! 
17/6  12/6  9/- 
14/-,  10/6  8/- 
14/-|l0/-,7/- 
17/6  12/6  9/- 


L'.ttlest'ne! 

Margate 

Ramsgate 

S.  L'nards 

Sandgate 

jandwich 

Sh'mclifFe 

Tun.Wells 

Walmer .. 

Westgate 

Whitstbl. 


Return  Faj{k.s. 
l  cr:'2'Cl.  3(J1. 
16/-  12/-  9/- 
16/-  12/-  8/- 
16/-  12/-  8/- 
14/-  10/6  8/- 
17/6  12/6  9/- 
18/6  12/  6  9/- 
17/6  12/6  9/- 
8/6'  5/6  4/6 
18/6  12/6  9/- 
16/-12/-8/- 
14/-:10/-7/- 


CHEAP  DAY  EXCURSIONS  on  WHIT- 
SUNDAY and  WHIT-MONDAY  from  the 
])rincipal  LONDON  STATIONS  to  Ashford, 
Canterbury,  Deal,  Tunbridge  Wells,  Hastings, 
Be-xhill,  Whitstable,  Heme  Bay,  Birchington, 
Margate,  Broadstairs,  Ramsgate,  Hythe,  Sand- 
gate,  Folkestone,  Dover,  and  Aldershot ;  and 
Half-Day  Excursion  to  Whitstable  and  Heme 
Bay. 

CRYSTAL  PALACE  (HIGH  LEVEL)  on 
WHIT-MONDAY.  Cheap  Return  Tickets  (in- 
cluding Admission)  will  be  issued  fr07u  London. 

For  full  particulars  of  the  above  Continental 
and  Home  Excursions,  Alterations  in  Train 
Services,  <S:c.,  see  Special  Holiday  Programme 
and  Bills. 

VINCENT  W.  HILL,  General  Manager. 


ANDERSON'S  BRISTOL  RUBBER  Co.,  Ltd. 


No  Connection  with  any  othe  ..Firm 
of  a  similar  Name. 


I  The  Old  Business.  Established  1850. 
I  Over  Half  a  Century. 

WATERI>ROOF 


FISHING  WADERS 

FOR  LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN 

Improved  Shape.  Carefully  made  by  the  most 
experienced  workers,  the  feet  made  on  our 
special  New  Lasts,  which  ensure  ease  and 
comfort.  Every  pair  thoroughly  tested  before 
leaving  our  Factory. 


No. 


stockings. 

1.  Angola,  The  Best.  Re- 
commended for  con- 
stant work   32/6 

No.  9.  Tan    Stout    TwiU  to 
Twill,  extra  thick  proof 
for  hard  and  rough  wear  27/6 
No.  3.  Tan  Stout  Twill,  sound 
and  reliable,  for  medium 

work   21/- 

No.  5.  Drab    Twill,  specially 

good  value  at  the  price  15/6 
No.  7.  The  "  Featherweight," 
Malcom  &  Co.'s  Cele- 
brated, for  light  Sum- 
mer wear   21/^ 


Trousers.      deep " 
Waders. 


50/-  25/6 

45/-  22/6 

35/-  18/6 

25/-  13/6 

37/6  18/6 


All  Goods  I  we  allow  n:««~....4.  'or  casn 

sold  sent  bamage  Paid  5  per  cent.  DlSCOUnt„ith  order. 


We  allow 


for  cash 


FISHING    BROGUES,  BAGS, 
BOOTS,  COATS,  &c.,  &c. 


LONDON s 


15,  QUEEN  STREET,  Cheapside,  E.C. 
3,  GREEN  STREET,  Leicester  Sq.,  W.C. 


BRISTOL  s 


9,  10,  13,  HIGH  STREET, 

2,  3,  MARY-LE-PORT  STREET. 


Factory  :  ROPEWALK  RUBBER  WORKS,  BRISTOL. 

Order  direct  from  any  of  above  addresses,  or,  it  preferred,  through  your  Tailor,  Outfitter, 
Bootmaker,  or  Fishing  Tackle  Dealer.   All  Wholesale  and  Export  Orders  direct  to  BRISTOL. 


L.  &  N.  W.  R. 


£:x:cxjRSxo:Krs 

FOR 

WHITSUNTIDE  Z..  JUNE 


PROM 


IRELAND, 
NORTH  WALES, 
ISLE  OF  MAN, 
BIRMINGHAM, 
LIVERPOOL, 


And  other  London  Stations, 

TO 

SCOTLAND, 
LAKE  DISTRICT, 
BLACKPOOL, 
MANCHESTER, 
CARLISLE, 


And  numerous  other  places. 

Every  Wednesday  to 

George  Eliot's  Country  (Nuneaton  &  District),  including  Coach 
Drive,  Luncheon,  and  Tea. 

Week-End  Tickets  issued  on  Friday  and  Saturday, 
June  5th  and  6th,  to  Holiday  Resorts,  will  be  available  for  the  return 
journey  on  following  Sunday,  Monday,  Tuesday,  or  Wednesday. 


For  full  particulars  obtain  pamphlet  from  L.  &  N.W.  Station  Town 
Office,  or  the  Enquiry  Office,  Euston. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON,  General  Manager, 
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staying  here : — Mr.  Sinclair  Scotfc,  six  trovit,  71b. ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  P.  Shaive,  four  trout,  51b.  ;  Mr. 
Clay,  ten  trout,  101b.  ;  Mr.  Fulton,  five  trout,  4Jlb. ; 
Mr.  March,  eight  trout,  91b.  The  trout  owing  to 
the  cold  weather  of  the  past  few  days  are  not 
taking  so  well,  but  every  day  from  this  forth  great 
fishing  anticipated. — E.  J.  Maddkn. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The  weather  here 
is  still  somewhat  unsettled  though  fair.  Some 
excellent  reports  reach  us  from  the  lower  Shannon, 
where  large  runs  of  fresh  fish  have  been  seen.  The 
water  is  in  good  order.  On  Doonass  waters,  Mrs. 
A.  McC.  Webster,  four  salmon,  281b.,  181b.  141b., 
and  12^Ib.,  and  Mr.  .A.  McC.  Webster,  three,  221b., 
201b.,.  and  81b.  On  Prospect,  Mr.  W.  W.  Bailey' 
one,  131b.,  and  the  fishermen  eight,  21ilb.,  lOIb 
151b.,  331b.,  13Jlb.,  81b.,  24|lb.,  and  161b.  On 
Hermitage,  Mr.  Lovell,  two,  lOilb.  and  121b.,  and 
Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Massy,  three,  1211).,  lO^lb.,  and  121'>. 
On  Woodlands,  Mrs.  E.  T.  Ingham,  one,  21  lb.  On 
Castle  Fishery,  Mr.  J.  H.  Wheatley,  one,  251b.  •  Mr 
E.  T.  Ingham,  three,  lljlb.,  7|lb.,  and  12 Jib.;  and 
Mrs.  T.  L.  Ingham,  one,  liflb.  On  Summerhill, 
Mr.  T.  L.  Ingham,  one,  121b.  On  the  Worldsend, 
Mrs.  E.  T.  Ingham,  one,  181b.  On  Newgarden,  Mr! 
C.  Vansittart,  three  (weights  not  to  hand). — John 
EuniaHT  AND  Son. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (Mullingar).  

The  dapping  with  the  Green  Drake  on  the  West- 
meath lakes  practically  commenced  on  May  25, 
this  being  considerably  late,  compared  with  its 
advent  in  former  years.  The  peculiar  part  of  it  is 
that  the  fly  is  reported  to  be  up  simultaneously  on 
all  three  Westmeath  lakes.  This  is  most  unusual, 
as  Lough  Ennel  was  always  first,  Derravaragh  a 
week  later,  and  Lough  Owel  about  a  week  later 
again,  and  which  gave  anglers  an  opportunity  of 
having  a  trial  of  all  three  lakes  if  they  so  wished. 
Having  regard  to  weather  influences  the  tourist 
and  local  anglers  approached  Lough  Ennel  on 
May  25  with  very  hopeful  anticipations,  and  as  a 
body  were  not  disappointed.  The  rise  of  flies  is 
still  nieagre,  but  those  who  hit  off  the  places  where 
the  rise  was  best  on  were  very  fairly  successful. 
Personally,  I  ht  d  some  splendid  chances,  one  with 
an  undoubted  5-pounder,  as  he  jumped  several 
times  high  over  the  water,  but  on  the  whole  I  did 
not  score,  except  in  a  small  way.  Mr.  W.  Meares 
ihe  captor  of  the  291b.  odd  trout,  had  four  lovely 
fish.  Colonel  Shakerley  and  Mr.  G.  J.  Shakerley, 
who  fished  from  separate  boats,  landed  eleven 
trout,  including  a  6-pounder.  The  Berne  brothers 
had  a  nice  basket,  and  Mr.  John  Murray's  take 
included  one  of  3Jlb.  Other  boats  fared  equally 
well.  I  have  had  no  opportunity  of  hearing  from 
the  other  lakes  as  yet,  and  the  above  account 
merely  embraces  the  portion  of  Lough  Ennel  which 
comes  nearest  to  MuUingar. — T.  J.  W. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — The  following  report  of  sport  has 
come  under  my  immediate  notice  :  On  May  23,  Mr. 
Hewlett  had  two  bass  at  Newhaven,  fishing  from 
the  breakwater  with  live  prawn  bait,  91b.  and  61b.  ; 
Mr.  Swi.t,  two,  5ilb.  and  2^1b.  Off  Brighton,  on 
May  21,  Mr.  Jordan,  six  bream,  161b. ;  on  May  22, 
eleven  bream,  301b. ;  on  May  24,  eleven  bream' 
31  lb.  On  May  23,  Mr.  John  Miller,  fourteen 
bream,  largest,  3 Jib.  On  May  26,  Mr.  John  Milltr 
and  friend,  fishing  in  Mr.  Jordan's  motor-  boat  Try 
(four  hours'  fishingi,  thirty  bream,  551b.  On 
May  20,  Mr.  John  Miller,  eight  bream,  12Jlb.  No 
luiuher  bass  caught  (angling)  at  Brighton  since  my 
last  report.  Several  large  ones  (91b.  to  121b.)  taken 
by  seine  nets  at  Shoreham. — W.  C.  F.  Gillam. 

Castletown  (co.  Cork). — On  a  few  favourable 
days  pollack  gave  ample  sport  at  and  around  this 
station. — T.  J.  D. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry). — Pollack  continue  to 
give  good  sport  whenever  the  weather  and  water 
conditions  are  favourable.  Rock-fishing  has 
commenced,  and  fair  sport  has  been  had  a,t  black 
pollack  and  wrasse. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — The  weather  has  been  all  that  one 
requires  lately ;  one  or  two  boats  have  tried 
fishing  inside  Goodwin,  and  landed  with  a  few 
whiting  and  several  "  dogs,"  breaking  away  nearly 
all  the  gear.  One  party  put  long  lines  down  and 
secured  a  lot  of  dogdsh,  at  tlie  same  time  losing  half 
the  fleet  of  lines  with  supposed  dogfish.  Tides  will 
suit  fairly  well  inside  Goodwin  during  Whit  holi- 
days.— Edwabd  Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  (the  Pier). — General  results  have  recently 
been  very  unsatisfactory,  though  a  feiv  notable 
exceptions  have  to  be  recorded.  Dogfish  seem  to 
have  quite  left  the  locality,  and  othtr  varieties  of 
fish  are  remarkably  scarce.  The  best  catch  recently 
fell  to  Mr.  Sexton  and  Mr.  Hyland  on  May  23, 
the  former  gentleman  landing  a  dozen  pollack  on 
that  day,  and  Mr.  Hyland  making  a  mixed  bag  of 
twenty-seven   fish.     Scarcely   any  anglers  have 
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attempted  sport  during  the  present  week,  owing  to 
the  frequent  arrival  and  departure  of  boats  from 
the  combined  fleets  now  anchored  in  the  Downs. — 

I.  RiCHABDSON. 

Falmouth. — Fine  weather  continues  and  fishing 
is  now  general.  Pollack  and  bass  are  being  taken 
in  the  harbour,  and  several  good  catches  are  reported 
this  side  of  the  Manacles.  Mackerel  have  reached 
the  bay  in  schools,  and  are  to  be  seen  shoaling  in 
immense  quantities.  These  have  no  doubt  come  to 
stay  for  the  summer,  and  excellent  sport  may  be 
looked  forward  to. — H.  H.  Read. 

Penzance. — Some  fair  sport.  Mr.  H  T.  Ashby, 
B.S.A.S  ,  writes  on  May  26  :  I  have  again  found 
the  waters  available  from  Penzance  to  be  just  what 
a  sea  angler  could  wish  for  whenever  the  bad 
weather  of  this  unseasonable  May  allowed  me  to 
go  out.  During  the  past  week,  in  spite  of  high  winds, 
and  during  the  first  three  days,  strong  tides,  the 
total  catch  was  twenty-one  mackerel  (one  21b.  6oz.), 
ninety-two  pouting  (some  over  21b.),  thirty-nine 
largo  bream  (average  2Jlb.,  one  3Jlb.),  three  small 
conger,  ten  gurnard,  twenty-six  small  dogfish, 
seven  pollack  (14lb.,  11  lb.,  81b.,  61b.,  41b.,  etc.), 
four  Hug,  one  specimen  30 Jib.,  5ft.  Sin.  long,  and 
22^in.  girth,  a  well-fed  fish  that  gave  me  a  good 
half-hour's  fight  on  a  No.  4-0  hook  to  treble  gut 
and  Bate's  No.  2  line.  He  also  expresses  his  appre- 
ciation of  boat  and  Boatman  Colmer,  and  hopes  to 
come  for  a  long  stay  in  July  and  August.  Mr. 
J.  H.  Rowe,  B.S.A.S.,  and  Captain  Chiver 
yesterday  (May  27)  caught  about  sixty  fish, 
pollack  (largest,  141b.),  pouting,  conger,  bream,  etc. 
Mr.  Dent  and  party,  with  Phil  NicholU  in  the 
steam  yacht  Nora  in  two  hours'  fishing  on  May  20, 
caught  four  pollack  (14Jlb.,  131b.,  101b.,  and  81b. 
each),  fifteen  pouting,  and  fourteen  bream,  and  on 
May  22,  in  one  hour,  caught  two  121b.  polliCi<,  nine 
large  pouting,  and  twelve  large  bream.  Other  boats 
have  had  fair  takes  of  bream  and  pouting.  Whiffing 
for  pollack :  fair  sport.  Rod  tishing  from  piers ; 
catches  of  seventeen  lair-sized  pollack  down  per  rod 
(one  poUask  weighed  4^1b.). — J.  H.  Rowe,  Jun. 

Pljrmouth. — A  slight  change  in  the  weather — 
not  enough  to  interfere  with  the  regular  fisherman, 
but  just  enough  to  make  it  unpleasant  for  the 
amateur.  It  does  not,  however,  seem  to  be  going 
to  last,  and  fine  weather  is  prophesied.  Fish  have 
been  taking  much  bjtter  during  the  week,  and  I 
was  told  by  one  of  the  fishermen  that  a  nice  catch 
of  large  pollack  would  hardly  find  a  purchaser  on 
the  Quay  on  May  26.  Tho  spring  ones  are  coming 
in,  and  can  be  caught  at  the  East  Winter  Buoy  and 
at  the  Asia  Buoy,  also  near  the  l.eek  Beds  and  at 
the  east  and  west  ends  of  the  Breakwater.  There 
are  plenty  of  bass  at  the  back  of  the  Mewstone,  and 
they  will  give  good  sport  if  fished  for  fair.  The 
mackerel  are  finding  their  way  up  Channel,  and 
some  have  been  caught  to  the  eastward  of  Plymouth. 
A  fine  school  was  seen  in  the  Sound  on  May  25,  so 
the  fun  will  soon  commence. — William  Heabdek. 

Valentia. — Bass  are  now  very  numerous.  Pollack 
anglers  ha\  e  done  well  outside  the  harbour  and  a 
little  seaward  of  the  lighthouse. — T.  J.  D. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — Pollack  have  not 
given  the  usual  sport  owing  to  unfavourable 
weather.  A  pollack  weighing  13ilb.  was  had  in 
Rinneen  Loop,  on  May  23,  by  a  local  professional 
fisherman.    Bass  are  coming  in. — T.  J.  D. 

Special  Notice.  —  On  and  after  Monday  next, 
June  1,  the  Editorial,  Advertisement,  and  Publishing 
Offices  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  at  19,  Adam- 
s'reet,  Adelphi,_  Strand,  London,  W.C,  where  all 
letters  and  other  communications  must  be  sent. 


NOKWAY  WEATHER  REPORTS. 


The  telegrams  received  late  last  night  from 
Norway  indicate  that  both  in  the  Namsen  and 
Trondhjem  districts  the  weather  has  got  consider- 
ably milder,  and  the  rivers  in  both  districts  are 
rising.  Further  south  the  climate  is  very  con- 
siderably milder,  and  fish  have  been  caucht  hy  rod 
on  several  of  the  Bergen  district  and  Mandal  district 
rivers,  and  another  satisfactory  feature  of  the  reports 
is  that  many  salmon  are  now  being  caught  by  nets 
up  anri  down  the  coast.  James  I.''owell. 

Lumloy  House,  May  26. 


|ls50ciafion6,  etc. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post. 

Bow  AND  Bromley  Anglinq  Society. 

The  first  annual  dinner  of  the  above  society  was 
recently  held  at  headquarters,  Wellington  Arms 
eow  Mr.  H.  W.  Gibbs  and  Mr.  G.  Cowley  respec- 
tively occupied  the  chair  and  vice-chair.  After  an 
excellent  repast,  a  capital  concert  interspersed  with 
toasts  followed.  The  King's  health  having  been 
drunk  with  musical  honours,  the  chairman  proposed 
the  "  Bow  and  Bromley  Angling  Society."  He  was 
certain  that  such  functions  were  mutually  helpful, 
and  he  believed  that  the  society  would  prosper 
exceedingly.  The  secretary  (Mr.  Clarence  Co  well) 
thanked  Mr.  Gibbs  for  his  encouragement  and  hoped 
to  report  at  the  next  dinner  a  doubled  membership. 
Mr.  Dean  later  remarked  that  it  was  a  testimony 
to  good  fellowship  that  many  anglers  from  kindred 
societies,  notably  the  Gresham  A.S.  and  the 
B.S.A.S.,  were  present.  The  president,  Mr.  J.  P. 
West,  presented  prizes  to  the  lucky  recipients- 
Messrs.  T.  W.  Watts,  Cowell,  Fisher,  Hagon,  Wall 
Johnson,  Nash,  Mersom,  Parr,  Dean  and  Cooper! 
The  last-named  won  a  prize  for  the  best  perch, 
roach,  tench,  carp,  and  gross  weight  of  roach.  i\lr. 
A.  Parr  expatiated  on  the  qualities  of  the  chairman 
and  vice-chairman,  and  hoped  that,  though  true 
fishermen,  they  would  never  "  reel  "  home.  During 
the  concert.  Mr.  Arthur  du  Cros  (M.P.  for  the  fish- 
ing port  of  Hastings)  and  his  brother,  Mr.  Alfred  du 
Cros,  paid  a  friendly  visit  and  made  "angling" 
speeches  of  a  particularly  happy  nature. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

A  capital  meeting  at  Masons'  Hall  Tavern  on 
May  26  was  ably  presided  over  by  Mr.  Councillor 
Hams.  Reports  from  the  Society's  Wraysbury 
water  mainly  related  to  the  catching  of  eels,  which 
this  season  seem  to  be  very  plentiful — Mr.  Isaacs, 
amongst  others,  capturing  several  decent  speci- 
mens. In  the  course  of  the  evening  Mr.  Isaacs 
read  a  very  interesting  r>>sume  of  the  latest  dis- 
coveries concerning  the  wonderfully  mysterious 
subject  of  eel  propagation,  which  seems  to  take 
place  in  the  depths  of  the  ocean,  some  half-mile  or 
more  below  the  surface,  where  apparently  in  great 
security  they  increase  and  multiply  prodigiously 
Regarding  tho  visit  of  the  C.L.P.S.  to  the  Natural 
History  Museum  on  May  23,  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
was  accorded  to  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  for  arranging  the 
visit,  also  to  Professor  G.  A.  Boulenger,  F.R.S.,  for  his 
kindness  and  courtesy  in  showing  tho  members  round 
and  explaining  many  remarkable  items,  many  of 
them  of  too  purely  scientific  character  to  be  generally 
shown  to  the  mere  sightseer.  There  will  be  a  fly- 
casting  outing  to  Wraysbury  on  May  30,  the  visitors 
taking  tea  later  at  the  Old  Five  Bells,  Horton.  On 
June  2,  Mr.  T.  Crumplen  ("Old  Izaak  "  of  the 
People)  has  kindly  consented  to  read  a  paper. 
Visitors  and  friends  are  cordially  invited,  and  those 
who  are  aible  to  be  present  are  certain  to  1  e  well 
rewarded,  ss  Mr.  Crumplen  is  always  entertaining 
and  delightful  to  listen  to,  whatever  his  subject.— 
Hon.  Sec. 

Clarence  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  G.  Bayless  occupied  the  chair  on  Tuesday 
last.  Four  new  members  were  elected.  We  have  a 
fine  list  of  prizes  for  best  fish  during  the  ensuing 
season,  independently  of  the  cup,  value  £5,  pre- 
sented by  our  president  and  vice-president  (Messrs. 
D.  Curtis  and  H.  M.  Wyatt).  Our  secretary  will 
attend  the  Central  Association  on  June  1  for  the 
purpose  of  enrolling  our  society  on  its  books. 
Members  requiring  privilege  tickets  are  requested  to 
apply  for  same  at  headquarters. — W.  J.  Carter. 
Hon.  Sec. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society. 
The  twenty-fifth  annual  dinner  and  distribution 
of  prizes  won  during  the  season  1907-8  took  place 
at  the  club-house,  the  King  WilUam  the  Fourth, 
Trafalgar-road,  Greenwich,  on  May  20,  Mr.  G.  H. 
Dowsett  in  the  chair  and  Mr.  T.  J.  Church  in  the  vice- 


426 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


May  30,  1908 


BEWARE 


of  People  assuming  and  tradings  in  the  name 
of  Ogden.  AYOID  disappointment  by 
deaiing   at  tlie  oid-estabiished  shop. 


JAMES  OGDEN 


CHELTENHAM. 

The  best  and  most  Artistie  Dry  Fly  Dressers  known  are  in  the 

employ  of  JAMES  OGDEN, 


MAY 


The  heaviest  baskets  on  record  have  been  made  by 

JAS.  OQDEN'S  GEMS. 

Some  of  the  patterns  are  positively  irresistible. 


SUNK  -  -  -  4/-  per  doz. 
FLOATING  -  6/- 


FLIES 


PRACTICAL  ANGLER,  and  MANUFACTURER  of  every  DESCRIPTION  of  FISHING  TACKLE. 

Maker  of  Hlgh-cla89  Salmon^  Griise,  and  Trout  Rods. 


Jas.  Ogden's  'lultum  in  Parvo"  Fly  Rodjl 

A  BETTER  FLY  ROD  IS  BEYOND  THE  ART  OF  ROD  MAKING. 

SENT  ON  APPROVAL  FOR  INSPECTION. 


IMPORTANT  CAUTION. 

The  only  man  by  the  nanne  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  Fishing 

Tackle  Business  in  Cheltenham. 

TELEPHONE  27Y5.  TELEGRAMS:  "JAMES  OODEN." 
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chair.  There  were  about  thirty  members  and  friends 
present,  amongst  them  being  Mr.  G.  H.  Young  and 
Mr.  PrescottClay  (vice-presidents),  Mr.  J.  W.  Dupere 
(chairman  of  the  society),  Messrs.  C.  Taylo,-,  E. 
Canton,  J.  K.  Orsman,  H.  J.  Thompson,  W.  Gorton, 
C.  Wadman,  W.  Mackrell,  S.  Parkes,  H.  FiBeld,  and 
several  visitors.  After  the  usual  loyal  toasts,  the 
president  gave  the  toast  of  the  '•  Greenwich  Angling 
Society,"  which  w.  s  responded  to  by  Mr.  Church. 
The  secretary  then  read  his  annual  report,  which 
showed  that  there  was  £30  in  the  bank  and  a  sub- 
stantial balance  in  hand.  Tha  prizes  were  then 
handed  to  the  winners:  Messrs.  Young,  Gilbey, 
Canton,  Orsman,  Harris,  Freame,  Parkes,  Dupere, 
and  Dryden.  Cur  host,  Mr.  Holland,  put  on  a 
capital  dinner,  to  which  due  justice  was  done.  Songs 
were  given  by  Mr.  Frost  Lambert,  Mr.  Harry  Knight, 
and  others,  and  a  selection  was  given  by  Signer 
Lombardi  on  the  English  concertina.  Mr.  Gorton 
had  charge  of  the  musical  arrangements,  and  a 
most  en j  lyable  evening  was,  spent.  Our  next  com- 
mittee meeting  will  take  place  on  June  10  next. — 
J.  Deyden,  Secretary. 

Gbesham  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  C.  L.  Gill  was  chairman  at  the  weekly  meeting 
on  Tuesday  last.  Two  new  members  were  elected, 
and  several  inquiries  respecting  membership  were 
received.  A  good  many  members  have  visited 
Chesham  during  the  week,  and  some  nice  trout  have 
been  had.  Owing  to  the  improvement  in  the 
weather,  and  a  consequent  better  hatch  of  fly,  the 
larger  fish  are  on  the  move,  and  one  or  two  members 
have  been  broken  by  large  trout.  There  was  a  good 
lot  of  very  pale  Yellow  Duns  on  the  water  on  Saturday 
last,  and  some  decent  trout  were  creeled.  There  is 
a  capital  flow  of  water  just  now,  and  should  the 
present  favourable  conditions  continue  the  fishing 
should  be  good.  The  best  flies  now  are  Pale  Olive 
and  Yellow  Duns,  Red  Spinners,  Greenwell's  Glory, 
and  Alders.  The  Coachman  might  be  tried  in  the 
evening.  The  dressing  for  the  line  which  wtis  shown 
at  the  club  last  Tuesday  has  again  been  tested  and 
floats  the  line  admirably  the  whole  day.  Speci- 
mens of  this  will  be  s'lown  at  Tuesday's  meeting. 
Members  who  desire  privilege  tickets  should  send  in 
their  names  at  once.  There  will  be  a  committee 
meeting  held  on  Tuesday  next,  when  matters  of 
importance  will  be  discussed. — Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 

The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Kearsley  at  the 
meeting  on  May  27.  Mr.  C.  A.  Pay  ton  ("  Sarcelle  ") 
has  kindly  offered  to  read  a  paper  "  Facts  and  Fun 
about  Fishing,"  on  Wednesday,  June  24.  Members 
are  requested  to  make  a  note  of  the  date  and  also 
invited  to  bring  a  friend  or  two  to  the  reading.  The 
Farnham  fishery  is  now  in  good  order  for  dry-fly 
fishing.  Messrs.  W.  Senior,  C.  E.  Roberts,  J.  Potter, 
A.  C.  Bonsall,  H.  H.  Greenhill,  and  W.  T.  Attwood 
have  taken  several  brace  of  trout  from  this  water 
since  last  report.  The  Olive  Dun  was  the  favourite 
fly  last  week-end.  Attention  is  called  to  No.  9  of 
the  rules  governing  this  fishery,  which  runs  as 
follows : — "  No  member  is  to  fish  more  than  three 
days  during  the  May  Fly  season — namely,  from 
May  30  to  June  1 5."  This  rule  was  made  to  prevent 
the  fishery  being  overcrowded  during  that  time. — 
Hon.  Repobter. 

Lord  Leigh  (Coventry)  Angling  Society. 
The  annual  dinner  of  the  above  society  was  held 
at  the  headquarters,  the  Lord  Leigh  Inn,  Lower 
Ford-street,  recently,  when  a  good  number  sat 
down  to  an  excellent  meal.  Councillor  Batchelor 
presided,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  R.  Hogg  occupied  the 
vice- chair.  After  the  usual  loyal  toasts,  the 
/  sscretary  presented  the  balance  -  sheet,  which 
showed,  after  paying  all  expenses,  a  balance  in  hand. 
The  chairman  remarked  that  they  had  thirteen 
members  at  the  close  of  last  year,  and  this  year 
they  had  sixty-three,  which  showed  the  amount  of 
work  the  secretary  must  have  done.  The  club  had 
catered  well  for  its  members.  They  started  at 
Ryton  on-Dunsmore,  and  he  understood  they 
reached  as  far  as  Wappenbury  and  Weston,  and 
now  thoy  had  taken  fresh  water  at  Marton,  which 
would  give  the  club  four  miles  more,  or  a  total  of 
eight  or  nine  miles  of  fishing.  He  then  presented 
prizes  to  various  members  for  "  special "  fishing. 
They  were  as  follows :  Largest  roach,  Mr.  D. 
Kilpick,  jun.  ;  best  dace,  Mr.  J.  Bates;  largest 
chub,  Mr.  F.  Kenning ;  largest  perch,  Mr.  S. 
Follows ;  best  pike,  Mr.  F.  Wright ;  best  catch  of 
roach  in  one  afternoon,  Mr.  W.  Clarke.  On  behalf 
of  the  members,  the  chairman  presented  a  writing- 
desk  to  the  secretary  as  a  mark  of  appreciation  of 
the  valuable  work  he  had  done  in  connection  with 
the  club,  and  in  so  doing  eulogised  the  worth  of 
Mr.  Gallois  to  that  society. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters  presided  over  our  meeting  on 
Monday  last  when,  amongst  others,  the  following 


reports  of  sport  were  made :  Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell,  at 
Newbury,  had  a  good  many  undersized  trout,  which 
were  returned  to  the  water,  and  Dr.  Wynter  had  a 
similar  experience,  but  Dr  Halley  had  been  more 
fortunate  in  securing  a  brace  of  killable  fish.  At 
Uxbridge,  Messrs.  Lind,  Turing,  Rhodes,  and 
Fletcher  had  not  been  successful  in  capturing  any 
retainable  trout,  but  mentioned  having  seen  a 
grand  show  of  coarse  fish,  principally  roach  and 
bream,  spawning,  and  Mr.  Bridgman,  whilst  fly- 
fishing, had  hooked  and  landed  a  bream  of  6 Jib., 
which  was  returned.  Messrs.  Ward  and  Covell,  on 
a  private  water  on  the  Kennet,  had  each  captured 
a  nice  trout,  and  Mr.  Ward  mentioned  having  seen 
a  May  Fly.  Our  president,  Mr.  Brown,  and  Mr. 
Poole  had  trout  from  the  Itchen,  one  of  21b.  being 
landed  by  Mr.  Brown.  I  wish  to  inform  members 
that  we  have  reverted  to  the  old  limit  of  llin.  for 
trout  on  the  Lambourn. — Hon.  Sec. 


"glofcs  from  tt)e  ^ovtl). 


Dee  anglers  have  been  enjoying  excellent  sport 
on  the  Blackball  (Mr.  Hay),  Cairnton  (Lord  Pen- 
rhyn  in  person),  and  Tor-na-Coil  reaches.  Mr.  J. 
Whitelaw  has  the  last-mentioned  beat,  and  killed 
twenty-three  fish  in  eight  days  up  to  May  22. 
Ninety  fish  were  got  on  Cairnton  since  May  I. 


The  Don  has  not  been  yielding  equally  well  all 
over,  but  a  fresh  impetus  was  given  to  .sport  on 
May  22,  when  Mr.  Meff,  on  the  club's  water,  had 
five  nice  fish,  and  Mr.  Forbes  and  Mr.  Findlayson, 
jun.,  good  baskets  on  May  23. 


Very  little  sport  on  the  Ythan  or  Ugie,  and  such 
like.    These  streams  are  waiting  for  a  flood. 


The  Aberfeldy  Club  held  their  fourth  competition 
for  the  season  on  Victoria  day,  on  the  Tay  at 
Grantully  Castle.  There  were  twelve  competitors, 
and  the  honours  went  to  Mr.  J.  C.  Haggart  with  a 
nice  basket  of  nineteen  trout  weighing  81b. 


The  yacht  Carmelia  is  being  fitted  out  in  the 
Aberdeen  JIarbour  as  a  salmon  carrier  in  view  of 
being  employed  on  the  coast  of  Labrador  by  Mr. 
E.  G.  Gibb,  Johnflhaven.  Special  Scotch. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


Again,  reports  from  stations  indicate  that  the 
fish  are  coming  in  to  be  caught.  The  welcome 
improvement  in  the  weather  is  greatly  the  cause. 
A  warmer  and  a  quieter  sea  exposes  the  food  to  the 
watchful  eye  of  the  fish,  and  the  sea  angler  finds 
comfort  as  well  as  sport  in  his  boat. 

Between  the  Forelands,  skate,  whiting  and 
codling  are  being  taken  pretty  freely,  and  the 
bass  at  Ramsgate  has  been  much  in  evidence, 
good  fish  of  from  61b.  to  81b.  each  having  been 
secured.  At  Deal  plenty  of  dogfish  and  a  few 
mackerel  still  remain.  On  the  South  Coast  the 
bream  are  in  fair  abundance.  At  Brighton  a  take 
of  thirty  rewarded  Mr.  Alfred  Newton  and  Mr. 
Morley;  Mr.  Jenner  took  a  nice  skate  of  121b.,  on 
single  gut  and  fine  line,  and  had  to  play  it  a  long 
time  to  ensure  capture  without  breakage  of  tackle. 
At  Bognor,  the  bream  are  plentiful  and  good — 1201b. 
taken  by  one  boat.  The  shoal  bass  are  much  in 
evidence. 

Torcross. — 2  cwt.  and  4  cwt.  catches  of  grey 
mullet  are  reported.  Sand-eels  are  in  plenty,  and 
schools  of  mackerel  had  been  seen.  At  Kings- 
bridge  the  pollack  were  running  up  the  estuary,  the 
Yealm.  Takes  of  large  whiting  upon  single  gut 
and  ur.dressed  silk  line.  Mr.  Ashby  had  been 
having  good  sport  at  Penzance — pouting  up  to 
21b.  6oz.,  bream  3Jlb.,  pollack  14ib.,  big 
ling  and  other  fish  in  very  fair  quantity,  and  the 
fishing  was  improving.  Bass  and  pollack  had  not 
put  in  an  appearance  at  Ilfracombe,  but  at  Swansea 
the  former  were  coming  in  shore.  Douglas  (Isle  of 
Man)  plenty  of  rock  cod,  whiting,  gurnard,  conger, 
soles  and  plaice — a  26ilb.  turbot  had  been  caught 
on  line.  Kingston  (Ireland)  takes  o£  forty  to  fifty 
pollack,  up  to  61b.  Newhaven  (Sussex)  good  takes 
dabs,  but  no  bass.  A  neophyte  cleverly  landed  a 
plaice  of  41b.  14oz.  Plenty  of  prawns.  Mr.  Colley 
reported  that  lugworm  had  given  out  at  Folkestone  ; 
none  obtainable,  the  angler  must  take  it  with  him. 
The  presence  of  many  small  mussels  on  the  lobster 
pots  is  held  to  indicate  plenty  of  plaice  by-and-bye. 
Mr.  Boyton  announced  that  his  party  would  fish 
Littlehampton  at  Whitsuntide,  and  read  a  corres- 
pondence with  the  authorities  of  the  proposed 


sea  angling  festival  at  Bognor  on  June  7  and  8. 
He  had  raised  three  points  with  them.  1.  Their 
intention  to  weigh  in  all  fish  caught,  sizeable  or  not. 
2.  Their  omission  to  state  whether  choice  of  boats 
would  liave  to  be  drawn  for.  3.  The  absence  of 
a  list  defining  what  the  valuable  prizes  offered 
would  be  composed  of.  Their  replies  he  did  not 
consider  satisfactory  in  vigw  of  their  general 
invitation  of  sportsmen  to  join  in  the  competition. 
In  view  of  the  very  sportsmanlike  position 
taken  up  by  the  National  Council  of  Sea  Anglers, 
upon  sizeable  fish,  it  was  generally  held  bymsmbera 
that,  loyally,  they  could  not  compete  u rider  such 
conditions.  The  council  has  powers,  and  the  com- 
mittee of  each  affiliated  club  and  association  have 
powers  over  their  members,  and  so  grave  a  departure 
from  the  rules  of  good  sport  so  clearly  laid  down 
might  very  properly  bring  individual  members 
taking  part  under  the  ban.  Mr.  Boyton  urged  that 
he  thought  that  members  taking  part,  as  he  had 
done  elsewhere,  refusing  to  wei^h  in  unsizeable 
fish,  and  giving  them  a  beating  at  that,  was  a 
better  course  than  abstention. 

Mr.  Boyton's  objection  to  competing  for  an  un- 
described  prize  of  value  was  also  held  to  be 
reasonable  and  proper.  Attention  was  drawn  by 
Mr.  Pickup,  the  secretary,  to  the  schedules  of  the 
council  for  sizeable  fish.  That  for  the  medal  com- 
petition open  to  members  of  affiliated  societies  for 
specimens  caught  between  June  1  and  Decem- 
ber 31,  1908,  was  practically  identical  with  the 
one  used  by  the  B.S.A.S.  in  their  specimen  fish 
competitions.  That  for  use  in  local  festival  com- 
petitions was,  of  course,  a  much  lighter  one,  but  it 
fixed  a  sportsman's  limit  to  the  weighing  in  of 
absolute  babies. 

The  society's  rooms  will  be  closed  from  June  6  to 
13,  for  the  Whitsuntide  holidays. 

Mr.  Summers  occupied  the  business  chair,  and 
was  succeeded  by  Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke,  who  called 
upon  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  to  read  his  paper,  "An  Old 
Angler's  True  Fairy  Tale."  This  he  did  amid  con- 
stant expressions  of  interest  and  approval  by  his 
fellow  members.  He  is  a  well-loved  man.  An 
attenapt  to  do  justice  to  his  paper  and  the  interest- 
ing discussion  that  ensued  will  be  made  later  on. 

Next  Wednesday  Mr.  John  Handley  will  read  a 
paper  :  "Hints  on  Pier  Fishing."  No  one  is  so  well 
qualified  to  deal  with  this  popular  subject  as  this 
veteran  pier  sea  angler.  A  numerous  attendance 
there  ought  to  be.  H.  P. 


LLANRWST  AND   TREFRIW  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 


On  Monday  evening,  at  a  special  meeting  of  the 
above  association,  it  was  decided  to  grant  the 
association  the  fishing  rights  over  the  Crafnant 
Lake  for  a  term  of  seven  years,  subject  to  the 
tenancy  being  carried  out  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Council.  Crafnant  Lake  is  the  watershed  of 
Llanrwst  and  Trefriw.  It  has  a  large  area,  is 
very  deep,  and  is  celebrated  for  its  larga  trout. 
It  is  the  intention  of  the  association  to  stock 
the  lake  next  autumn  with  about  £150  worth  of 
trout,  and  to  plant  shrubs  round  the  borders  and 
water  plants  in  the  shallow  parts.  In  about  a  couple 
of  years  the  lake  will  undoubtedly  form  one  of  the 
finest  trout  fisheries  in  Wales. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,   Patent  Agents, 
55  and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. : — 

9519.  Andrew  McLean,  8,  Charlotte-street,  Leith, 
Midlothian.  Improvements  in  quarter  cran  herring 
baskets  and  other  baskets  used  in  the  fishing  indus- 
try and  in  the  manufacture  thereof. 

2214.  Fishing.  T.  M.  Pickering,  Mount  Pleasant 
House,  Mount  Pleasant,  Swansea.  Trawling-gear. 
— In  trawl  nets  having  a  greater  vertical  opening 
than  that  usually  employed,  the  ground-ropes  are 
attached  to  triangular  weights  suspended  by  guy- 
ropes  from  the  otter-boards  which  do  not  come  into 
contact  with  the  sea  bottom.  The  weights  are  kept 
vertically  beneath  the  otter-boards  by  means  of 
ropes,  attached  respectively  to  the  trawl  warp  and 
to  the  middle  portions  of  the  otter- boards. 

10131.  William  Lloyd  Cooper,  12,  Brereton- 
street.  New  Cleethorpes,  Grimsby  Lincolnshire. 
Trawl  net  spreaders,  commonly  called  trawl-boards, 
which  are  connected  to  the  lead  and  foot  rope  of  a 
trawl,  for  the  purpose  of  spreading  the  trawl  when 
attached  to  a  vessel  fishing. 

10527.  Charles  Fitzroy  Farlow,  88,  Chancery- 
lane,  London.  Improvements  in  and  relating  to 
fishing  winches. 
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LIGHTWEIGHT  TROUT  FLY  RODS 

/  have  not  given  weight  undue  prominence  in  designing  these  Rods;  strength, 
balance,  and  perfect  finish  have  been  equally  considered. 


THE  "LIGHTWEIGHT  CLARENCE." 

Two  Joints. 

Selected  greenheart,  two  tops,  universal  winch  fittings,  cork  handle, 
rust-proof  snake  rings,  serrated  ferrules,  treble  brazed,  patent 
bayonet  lock-fast  joints,  agate  revolving  end-rings,  and  cane 
landing  handle. 


8^  feetj  weight  5  ozs. 

9   feet,  weight  5  J  ozs. 

9^  feet,  weight  6  ozs. 
10   feet,  weight  ozs. 
10|  feet,  weight  7  ozs. 


each 


s. 

38 
41 
41 
44 
44 


"  The  10  ft.  Lightweight  2-joint  '  Clarence '  is  giving  every  satisfaction,  and 
just  the  rod  for  hair,  which  I  use." — J.  B.  A.,  Harrogate. 

THE  "LIGHTWEIGHT  CLARENCE." 

Three  Joints. 

The  make  and  description  is  identically  the  same  as  the  2-joint 
"  Lightweight  Clarence." 


9   feet,  weight  5|  ozs. 

9 1  feet,  weight  6  ozs. 
10   feet,  weight  6i- ozs. 
10|^  feet,  weight  7  ozs. 


each 


s. 
41 
41 
44 
44 


d. 
0 
0 
0 
0 


THE  "LIGHTWEIGHT  DUNELM"  SPLIT  CANE  FLY  RODS. 

Two  Joints. 

In  two  joints,  with  two  tops,  universal  winch  fittings,  cork  handle, 
patent  lock-fast  joints,  serrated  ferrules,  treble  brazed,  agate 
revolving  end  rings,  and  cane  landing  handle. 


8  feet,  weight  4i  ozs. 
8?>  feet,  weight  5  ozs. 

9  feet,  weight  5J  ozs. 
9|-  feet,  weight  5^  ozs. 

10  feet,  weight  5|  ozs. 
\0\  feet,  weight  6  ozs. 


each 


s. 

77 
77 
80 
80 
82 
84 


d. 
8 
6 
0 
0 
0 
0 


THE  "LIGHTWEIGHT  DUNELM "  SPLIT  CANE  FLY  RODS. 


Same  description  as  above,  but  in  Three  Joints. 


9   feet,  weight  b\  ozs. 

9 1  feet,  weight  5|  ozs. 
10   feet,  weight  6  ozs. 
10^  feet,  weight  6|  ozs. 


each 


s. 
80 
80 
82 
84 


d. 
0 
0 
0 
0 


EXTRACT  FROM   THE  "SCOTTISH  FIELD," 

"The  fetish  of  the  light  rod  has  come  to  stay,  and  it  was  time  it  did.  However,  there  are  light 
rods  and  light  rods.  We  have  had  the  pleasure  of  trying  and  thoroughly  inspecting  some  of  the 
light  rods  made  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Cummins,  of  the  North  of  England  Works,  Bishop  Auckland.  They 
consist  of  the  'Lightweight  Dunelm,'  a  split  cane  of  101 '  ft.,  weighing  6|-  ozs.;  a  9J  ft.,  two  joint 
'  Lightweight  Clarence,'  in  greenheart,  and  another  of  same  weight  and  wood  in  three  joints,  each 
weighing  6i  ozs.  The  most  minute  examination  discovers  no  fault  nor  blemish  in  these  rods,  and 
they  are  hand  made  from  butt  to  tip.  The  wood  and  fittings  are  beautiful  samples  of  strength 
without  weight,  the  greenheart  being  about  the  best  we  have  come  across." 


I    GLADLY   SEND    RODS    FOR  INSPECTION. 


W.  J.  CUMMINS, 


Fishing  Tackle 
Maker, 


BISHOP  AUCKLAND, 


The  above  Bods  can  be  seen  at  my  London  Agents,  THE  WILKINSON  SWORD  CO.,  Ltd., 

27,  Pall  Mall,  S.W. 


i     Mat  30,  1908 
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.  PfoviftGial  flfigling  Hotes. 

,^  To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post. 

SFECIAI.  NOTICE.— On  and  after  Monday, 
June  1,  1908,  the  Editorial,  Advertisement, 
and  Fublishini^  Offices  of  the  "  Fishini^  Gazette  " 
will  be  at  19,  Adam-street,  Adelphi,  Strand, 
London,  W.C.,  where  all  letters  and  other  com- 
munications must  be  sent. 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  some  very  cold  nights  and  mornings, 
with  wind  and  a  few  showers,  but  nothing  to  put 
Duv  rivers  out  of  condition.  A  large  number  of 
rods  have  been  out  in  the  Stourport,  Arley,  and 
Bewdley  portions  of  the  Severn,  bvit  very  few  trout 
have  been  taken  ;  the  best  sport  has  been  had 
higher  up  the  river  about  and  above  Hampton  Lode. 
The  Blythe  at  Hampstil  Redware,  which  is  rented 
by  the  Birmingham  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  has  yielded 
some  good  sport,  and,  again,  some  capital  sport  has 
been  had  at  the  Corporation  Reservoir  at  Whitaore, 
several  fish  of  over  21b.  each  having  been  taken.  A 
brace  of  trout  weighing  over  2^1b.  was  taken  last 
week  from  the  Blythe  near  to  Whitacre.  The  61b. 
trout  mentioned  by  me  a  few  weeks  ago  is  on  view 
at  the  Belgrave  Hotel,  Camp  Hill.  Sport  has  been 
again  good  on  our  Corporation  water  in  the  Elan 
valley.  Several  of  our  members  have  been  having 
a  short  holiday  on  these  waters,  and  have  met  with 
good  results.  I  am  pleased  to  notice  that  an  experi- 
ment is  about  to  be  made  by  our  Redditch  anglers 
to  put  a  number  of  trout  in  certain  portions  of  the 
River  Avon.  There  are  portions  of  the  river  where 
trout  would  do  well,  and  I  hope  to  see  this  excellent 
project  carried  out  ;  there  are  a  few  trout  in  the 
river,  but  they  are  very  scarce.  One  was  taken 
some  few  years  ago  in  a  contest  which  weighed 
about  6oz.,and  a  few  smaller  ones  have  been  taken 
since  then.  Our  Birmingham  anglers  should  help 
our  Redditch  neighbours  to  stock  the  river.  At  a 
committee  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society  on  Thursday  evening  last  (May 
21)  it  was  decided  to  hold  their  annual  contest  in 
the  canal  at  Lichfield.  A  large  number  of  roach 
and  tench  were  put  into  the  Victoria  Park  pool, 
Handsworth,  last  week  by  the  District  Coimcil,  and 
a  fine  lot  of  carp,  perch,  and  bream  have  been 
ordered  to  be  pvit  in.  This  will  ensure  good  sport 
for  tlie  coming  season. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Trout  angling  has  been  very  quiet  in  this  district 
for  the  past  week,  but  I  think  there  are  hopes  for 
an  all-round  improvement,  both  in  lake  and  stream. 
As  regards  the  former,  the  May  Fly  should  be  up 
any  day,  and  with  that  fly  on  if  good  fish  are  to  be 
got  in  Windermere,  that  is  the  time  to  get  them. 
Again,  as  to  the  streams,  evening  and  a  little  bit  of 
night  fishing  can  be  expected  any  time.  As  things 
are,  the  lower  reaches  of  our  main  rivers  have  hardly 
been  worth  following,  but  on  the  higher  ones  and 
on  the  smaller  becks  baskets  up  to  a  couple  of 
dozen  trout  can  be  taken,  the  best  flies  being  the 
Light  Starling,  and  Light  Snipe  with  yellow  bodies. 
Dark  Snipe  with  purple  body,  and  the  Black  Gnat 
and  Willow  Fly. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Our  rivera  continue  to  disappoint  their  patrons, 
althouj;h  reported  to  have  been  in  fair  order. 
When  did  anglers  ever  get  their  expectations 
fulfilled  ?  It  is  surprising  to  hear  that  the  great 
exodus  usually  in  Whit  week  from  Bolton  is  to  be 
on  June  27.  In  the  town  of  Warrington  the  local 
anglers  are  patiently  waiting  for  June  16.  The  St. 
Helens  anglers  are  looking  for  a  good  time,  and 
intend  having  an  extensive  and  interesting  pro- 
gram me. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

There  was  an  important  meeting  of  club  delegates 
in  this  city  on  Saturday  last — an  adjourned  meet- 
ing, in  fact,  from  May  9.  It  is  a  very  remarkable 
coincidence  that  those  responsible  for  the  adjourn- 
ment did  not  put  in  an  appearance.  Eventually  it 
was  decided  to  abandon  the  opening  stocking  match, 
a  proceeding  that  might  have  been  done  with 
advantage  at  the  original  meeting.  The  Queen 
Adelaide  Hotel,  Ardwick,  was  a  busy  place  on 
May  23  for  the  ladies'  evening. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  has  been  fine  and  bright,  and  trout 
anglers  have  been  out  in  force  in  the  Fiskerton 


district.  They  usually  make  for  the  mouth  of  the 
tributary  Greet,  and  adopt  either  light  ledgering  or 
tight-floating  methods.  Mr.  H.  Broth  well,  amongst 
other  visitors,  has  secured  a  brace,  and  a  fair 
number  of  eels  have  been  taken  ledgering  and  with 
the  worm  for  bait.  Sport  amongst  eels  has  also 
been  enjoyed  at  West  Stoke,  Burton  Joyce,  and  in 
the  WilEord  district.  AH  the  same,  it  is  illegal  to 
angle  for  the  quarry  during  the  close  season.  Scores 
o'  anglers  are  under  the  impression  that  so  long  as 
they  hold  a  trout  licence  they  are  entitled  to  catch 
eels  whilst  the  Mundella  Act  remains  operative. 
The  Fishery  Board  rule  otherwise,  and  for  my  own 
part,  from  letters  I  possess  from  the  clerk,  I  should 
stand  on  them  in  case  prosecutions  are  instituted. 
There  is  no  harm  in  killing  eels,  pure  and  simple ; 
the  evil  steps  in  when  "  pot  hunters "  hook  and 
retain  all  sorts  of  fish  that  oome  to  the  hook.  Some 
stones  of  roach,  dace,  and  small  fish  havw  suc- 
cumbed to  the  effects  of  poisoning  by  liquid 
gas  at  the  outflow  of  a  tributary  near  the 
City  Bridge.  Scores  of  roach  were  got  out,  and 
were  found  to  be  bursting  with  spawn.  So  far  few 
weeds  have  appeared,  and  anglers,  in  the  early  part 
of  the  ensuing  campaign,  ought  to  find  a  compara- 
tively clear  bottom.  Roach,  like  chub,  barbel, 
and  bream,  will  be  late  off  the  spawning  grounds. 
Bream  are  the  latest  to  come  ofi.  There  is  small 
doubt  that  during  the  late  high  waters  thousands 
of  migratory  eels  found  their  way  up  the  river,  and 
the  season  promises  to  be  one  of  the  best  on  record. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  nice  bright  weather  this  week. 
May  22  excepted,  which  was  cold  and  stormy,  with 
heavy  hail  showers,  and  there  must  have  been 
heavy  rain  further  north,  for  a  lot  of  coloured  water 
is  rolling  down  the  Teme  and  pretty  well  stopped 
fishing  in  that  river  again.  The  Severn  is  in  fair  order, 
though  much  above  the  ordinary  level ;  not  many 
rods  have  been  out,  and  those  principally  on  club 
and  private  water,  but  sport  has  been  by  no  means 
brisk  among  the  trout,  either  with  worm,  maggot, 
or  fly,  although  there  is  a  lot  of  the  latter  on  the 
water;  the  Orl  and  Stone  Flies  are  coming  on  thick. 
The  trout  are  feeding  heavily  on  the  caddis  grub, 
and  until  the  May  Fly  is  out,  there  will  not 
be  many  good  fish  taken  in  this  district.  A 
few  good-sized  fish  were  taken  with  the 
artificial  minnow —  a  good-sized  sea-trout  being 
caught  below  Diglis  weir  in  the  Severn  by  Mr.  W. 
Sane,  Fountain  Club.  Eel  fishing  in  the  canal  and 
basins  has  iieen  very  good,  and  some  large  speci- 
mens taUen.  Mr.  T.  Payne  had  one  41b.  4oz.,  near 
Lowesmoor  Bridge ;  another  had  three  fine  ones — 
one  over  31b.,  and  a  youth  caught  nine  of  very  good 
size  ;  others  did  very  well.  The  twaite  have  arrived 
in  the  Lower  Teme,  and  when  the  water  fines  down 
they  should  give  good  sport. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  variable  character  of  the  weather  lately  has 
alternately  stimulated  and  retarded  the  everyday 
sport  of  VValtonians.  The  improved  prospects  for 
week-end  fishing  were,  on  the  whole,  justified  by 
experiences  A  good  number  have  been  out  fly- 
fishing in  the  most  likely  waters,  and  met  with  a 
fair  amount  of  success.  Local  rodmen  who  got  as 
far  as  the  Wharfe  had  something  to  show  for  their 
efforts  with  worm  and  maggots  as  bait,  which  there 
and  elsewhere  proved  satisfactory  lures.  Early 
morning  and  evening  fishers  have  done  best,  the 
fining  down  process  as  applied  to  most  streams 
having  scarcely  been  equal  to  successful  angling 
in  the  daytime.  Some  very  nice  trout  were 
grassed,  principally  with  the  aid  of  maggot  or 
worm,  the  most  favoured  waters  being  the  deep 
runa.  The  week-end  thunderstorm  did  good  all 
round.  The  Swale,  which  rapidly  rises  and  as  quickly 
subsides,  got  into  flood,  very  few  catches  being 
made  until  the  ordinary  level  was  attained,  when 
the  fly  yielded  occasional  good  results  to  anglers. 
The  end  of  Samuel  Grimmer,  in  Scarborough  waters, 
was  sorrowful  reading.  He  was  one  of  the  best 
known  and  most  successful  trawl  masters  in  the 
granite  city,  whence  he  had  fished  for  sixteen  years, 
and  for  some  time  he  was  engaged  in  the  South 
African  fisheries.  He  met  his  death  by  being 
knocked  overboard  from  his  trawler — being  stunned, 
it  is  supposed,  by  the  blow — and  was  drowned. 
Grimmer  belonged  to  a  fishing  family. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  very  changeable  since  last 
notes,  but  on  many  of  the  principal  rivers  decent 
sport  wag  had  at  salmon.  Sea-trout  do  not  appear 
to  have  furnished  much  sport  at  any  station  so  far. 
At  the  weir  on  Waterville  river  several  were  had 
lately  which  weighed  between  31b.  and  51b.  Sea 
fishing  has  not  been  praptised  so  extensively  as 


usual  at  this  time  owing  to  generally  uninviting 
weather  and  rough  water.  At  a  recent  meeting  of 
the  Cork  Anglers'  As'sociation,  Mr.  S.  Haynes  presid- 
ing, the  following  resolution, was  adopted  :  "That  the 
members  of  the  committee  have  read  with  surprise 
and  regret  certain  statements  in  the  Press  reflecting 
on  the  attention  paid  by  member.^  of  the  Royal 
Irish  Constabulary  to  poaching,  and  the  protection 
of  rivers  generally.  They  desire  to  state  that,  in 
their  experience,  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  have 
always  been  ready  and  willing  to  put  down  poaching 
in  any  shape,  and  are,  in  fact,  the  only  real  check 
on  the  illegal  fishing  that  is  unfortunately  so 
prevalent  in  our  rivers,  and  that  we  direct  our  hon. 
sec.  to  forward  copies  of  this  resolution  to  the 
Inspector-General,  and  County  Inspector  of  the 
R.I.C." 

North  ok  Ireland. 
<|The  Mourne  was  in  fair  order  up  till  recently,  but 
atjtime  of  writing  needs  a  bit  of  a  freshet  to  liven 
things  up.  No  salmon  have  yet  appeared  in  the 
1  ower  waters.  The  Faughan,  Roe,  and  other 
streams  entering  Lough  Foyle  are  low  and  clear. 
The  May  Fly  has  appeared  on  the  Glenavy  and 
some  other  eo.  Antrim  rivers,  which  is  excep- 
tionally early  for  it.  At  Crumlin  (co.  Antrim) 
Petty  Sessions,  May  2.5,  Dr.  Mussen,  J.P.,  presiding, 
Andrew  King,  Inspector  of  Fisheries,  prosecuted 
Thomas  O'Hara,  Robert  Williamson,  John  M'Kean, 
and  William  Morrow  for  having  on  board  their 
boats  on  May  9  nets  for  the  capture'  of  pollen  and 
salmon  on  Lough  Neagh,  it  being  then  the  weekly 
close  season,  contrary  to  a  bye-law  of  the  Coleraine 
Board  of  Conservators.  O'Hara  and  M'Kean 
pleaded  guilty,  and  the  prosecution  asked  for  a  con- 
viction against  them  only.  1  hey  were  fined  £.5 
each  and  costs.  Salmon  fishing  heus  opened  on  the 
Bann.  Last  week.  Colonel  AHson,  Belfast,  and  the 
Rev.  Mervyn  Archdall,  Belfast,  killed  three  spring 
salmon,  and  Mr.  G.  W.  Wolfl[,  M.P.,'and  his  party 
have  arrived  to  fish  his  water.  The  river  is  in  fair 
order,  and  the  prospects  are  excellent  for  the  coming 
week.  Comparatively  few  trout  have  been  taken 
yet  on  the  Kilrea  and  Portglenone  shallows,  owing 
to  the  very  cold  spring  months,  and  the  very  high 
water  which  has  prevailed  almost  continuously 
since  the  season  opened.  WTien  the  Stone  Fly 
comes  on,  the  Bann  trout-fishing  is  then  at  its  best. 
Local  experts  can  kill  at  marvellous  distances  with 
this  bait.  More  fresh-run  salmon  are  reported  from 
the  lower  reaches,  but,  like  the  majority  of  their 
predecessors,  they  are  pushing  on  towards  the 
lough  and  its  tributaries,  from  whence  few  of  them 
will  return. 


OXFOED  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Oxford  Angling  and 
Preservation  Society  was  held  on  Tuesday  evening. 
May  19,  at  the  Three  Cups  Hotel,  Queen-street,  the 
president,  Mr.  George  Mallam,  in  the  chair. 

In  their  report  the  committee  stated  that  they  were 
glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  financial  affairs  of 
the  society  were  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  The 
membership  had  again  increased,  and  now  stood 
at  228  members.  During  the  past  season  the  com- 
mittee had  restocked  the  Thames  waters  with  100 
very  fine  three-year-old  trout,  500  large  perch  and 
500  sizeable  roach.  The  waters  rented  by  the 
society  had  fished  fairly  well,  but  not  quite  to  the 
average  of  past  seasons.  The  committee  had  in- 
creased the  members'  fishing  rights.  The  society 
prizes  and  the  extra  prizes  offered  by  various  gen- 
tlemen were  awarded.  The  report  and  balance- 
sheet  were  adopted,  and  the  prizes  were  distributed 
to  the  winners  by  the  pre  ident.  He  said  the 
report  contained.nearly  all  he  wished  to  say.  They 
would  notice  that  the  report  and  balance-sheet  were 
favourable  to  the  society.  They  had  not  had  a 
great  year  as  far  as  fishing  was  concerned.  There 
was  a  great  fluctuation  in  the  numbers,  but  it  was 
satisfactory  to  know  there  was  a  steady  increase. 

Mr.  Burbank  proposed  the  re-election  of  the 
president.  Mr.  McFie,  in  seconding,  said  he  thought 
they  were  deeply  indebted  to  Mr.  Mallam  for  not 
only  carrying  out  the  duties  of  president,  but  for 
the  valuable  advice  which  he  gave  to  the  society, 
thereby  saving  them  a  good  deal  of  money  and 
preventing  them  getting  into  difficulties. 

The  vice-presidents  Dr.  Coventon,  and  Messrs. 
J.  Clifford,  C.  Herbert,  J.  Burbank,  S.  Alden,  and 
J.  D.  A'Bear,  were  re-elected,  and  Mr.  Mayo  was 
again  appointed  treasurer.  Messrs.  A.  E.  Simmonds 
and  J.  W.  Wake  were  elected  auditors.  The  com- 
mittee were  Messrs.  W.  S.  McFie,  H.  French,  E. 
Bustin,  J.  Parker,  A.  J.  Ludecke,  P.  Brown,  H.  R. 
Cooke,  J.  Harris,  R.  Surman,  H.  Lindars,  B.  J. 
Busby,  E.  J.  Rogers,  E.  Quelch,  and  H.  Wilkinson. 
Mr.  Swinnard  was  unanimously  re-elected  secretary, 
and  in  reply  he  said  he  would  continue  to  do  his  best 
for  the  society. 
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"THE  8TRUAN"  REEL 

WITH  FRICTION  BRAKE. 

(Patent  No.  604,406). 


The  simplest,  most  effective,  and 
cheapest  Brake  Reel  ever  produced. 
Solid  cast  quick-winding  barrel,  one 
centre  screw  only.  Having  only  one 
screw  the  reel  can  be  taken  to  pieces 
for  oiling,  &c.,  in  five  seconds. 

Made  in  sizes : 
2i     2i      3       3i     3|      4  i\ 
15/-  16/-  17/6  18/6  20/-  22/6  25/- 


"THE  STRUAN"  PATENT 
ELASTIC  LOCK-FAST  JOINT 

fitted  to  any  Rod  for  3/6. 

TELARANA 
FINE  UNDRAWN  CUT 

Special  consignment  of  this  season's 
crop,  measuring  63  inches,  in  three 
thicknesses  :— 3  x  fine,  1  x  fine,  and 
Fina.   Price  10/6  per  hank. 


Telarana  Nova  Twisted  Casts 
and  Traces,  for  Salmon,  Pike, 
and  Sea  Fishing.  Price  2/-  each. 
Vide  Fishing  Gazette,  Jan.  4, 1908. 


Ppice  List  and  Catalog^ue  post  free. 


WILLIAM  ROBERTSON, 

1  27,  WELLINGTON  STREET,  GLASGOW. 


FISHING  TACKLE 
MANUFACTURER. 


Telegrams  :  "  Flees,"  Glasgow. 


NAPIER    <&  CRAIO, 

175,  PARK  STREET,  GLASGOW,  S.S. 

Tne  largest  and  oldest  established  Fishing  Rod  Makers  to  the  Trade  in  Scotland. 

Wholesale  and  Export  only.  Price  Lists  on  Application. 

Anglo -Norwegian  Fishermen^s  Association. 

RIVERS   TO  LET, 

BIRKREM  or  TENGS  RIVER  for  Sale. 

FUST. — SKALAND  BEAT  from  August  Ist;  also  very  good  ryper  shooting. 
GAULA.— July  17tli  to  September  15th.    Good  Hotel. 
GULA.— VINSNAES  BEAT.    August  1st  to  end  of  season. 

Do.    — KOTSOIEN  BEAT.    Two  Rods.    July  23rd  to  end  of  season. 
KVANDE. — Two  rods.    Casting.  Season. 

LAAGEN.— HANNEVOLD,  STUBBEN,  and  BRUPOS  BEATS.    From  Aug.  1st. 
LAERDAL.— HAUGE  and  HUNDERI.    Two  rods.    From  August  1st. 
LOEN. — July  and  September.    Mostly  Sea  Trout. 
N  AERO  DAL.— To  let  for  August.    ONE  ROD  BEAT. 

NAMSEN.— MOUM,  SEEM,  AND  VARUM  BEATS.  August  1st  to  end  of  season. 
NIDELV. — To  let  for  September,  or  remainder  of  Lease. 

ORKLA. — Rod  wanted  June  and  July,    Whole  beat  to  let  for  August.    7  miles. 
SAND.— TWO  ROD  BEAT.    From  August  15th  to  October  15th.  Casting. 
STJORDAL. — 8  miles  both  sides,  4  miles  one  side.    From  August  Ist. 

Do.       — SORKIL  BEAT.    To  Let  to  July  15th,  or  whole  season. 
SURAAEN.— Half  Fishing,  4  miles.  Season. 
SURENDAL.— HARANG  BEAT.    Prom  August  1st.    2  or  3  rods. 
VALDE.— To  let  to  31st  July.    2  rods. 

VEFSEN.— FALLAND  BEAT.    Half  share  (two  rods)  to  August  5th. 

Do.  Do.  Four  rods  from  August  5th  to  end  of  season. 

Two  good  houses. 

VEFSEN.— PORSJORD.   July  7th  to  August  8th  or  end  of  season,  or  August  1st 
to  end  of  season. 
For  full  particulars  apply  to  Hon.  Seo., 

A.  VENABLBS  KYRKE,  Cbard,  Somerset. 

British  Mills,  Redditch. 
It  having  been  brought  to  our  notice  by  our 
travellers  and  customers  that  a  report  is  abroad 
that  we  are  discontinuing  the  manufacture  of 
Fishing  Tackle,  we  beg  to  advise  the  public  that 
this  is  not  the  case,  and  that  we  intend  to  take 
action  against  any  person  whom  we  can  discover 
is  spreading  such  a  report. 

S.  THOMAS  &  SONS,  Ltd. 


ANGLERS! 

PREPARE  NOW  FOR  WHITSUNTIDE. 


Before  the  extra  rush  of  work  sets  in  the  week  previous 
to  the  holidays,  send  a  post  card  for  a  copy  of  our  latest 
Illustrated  Catalogue,  sent  entirely  free,  then  send  in 
your  orders,  especially  for  Flies  tied  to  your  own  patterns. 

OUR  SPECIAL  BRAND  OF  EXTRA 
QUALITY  FINEST  UNDRAWN 
GUT,  1908  CROP. 

The  supply  of  this  gut  is  extremely  limited  this  season, 
but  we  have  decided  to  charge  the  same  prices  as  last 
year,  viz.  :  16  in.,  7/6  ;  18  in.,  8/6;  20  in.,  very  limited 
supply,  10/-  per  100. 


OWLY  ADDRESS- 

WALBRAN  LIMITED, 

16,  New  Station  St., 
LEEDS. 


General  Manage:' : 
FRANCIS  M.  WALBRAN. 


Telegraphic  Address  ; 
"  Halcyon,  Leeds." 


NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  RESORT 


FISHING  GEAR. 


OUR  NEW  EASY  FIT  FISHING 
JACKETf  double  texture,  fawn 
muslin,  self  ventilating,  wide  skirt, 
storm  cuffs,  to  loop  up  for  short  wad- 
ing, 35/- 

As  sketch,  single  texture  cashmere,  very 
light,  ventilating  cape,  25/-.  With 
Curtain  Storm  Caps,  black  proof,  3/6. 

OUR  SPECIAL  BUILT  CANE 
RODSf  3  pieces,  2  tops,  double 
brazed,  cork  grip,  suction  joints, 
serrated  ferrules,  close  whipped,  in 
tan  partition  bag.  10  ft.,  30/- ;  11  ft., 
32/6;  12  ft.,  35/-. 

OUR  SPECIAL  SEA  TROUT 
AND  GRILSE  ROD,  3  piece,  2 
tops,  doubled  brazed,  serrated  ferrules, 
double  cork  grip,  revolving  end  ring, 
button,  made  from  fine  old  matured 
greenheart,  13  ft.,  26/6 ;  14  ft.,  28/6 ; 
15  ft.,  30/-. 

OUR  SPECIAL  TYNESIDE  SALMON  ROD  S—^  pieces,  Greenheart 
throughout,  double  brazed,  2  tops,  double  cork  grips,  finished  in  best  style 
by  our  own  workpeople,  in  partition  cover,  complete.  16  ft.,  35/6 ;  17  ft., 
40/-;  18  ft.,  45/-. 

"  The  Rod  threw  a  capital  line,  and  was  in  every  way  most  successful  throughout  a  month's  hai-d 
and  continuous  angling  in  Norway.' 

OUR  FLIES  are  all  fresh,  the  latest  patterns,  and  tied  on  the  premises  by  an 
expert  and  reliable  staff  under  the  supervision  of  a  practical  angler  of  thirty 
years'  experience.  Send  your  patterns  and  you  will  receive  perfect  copies. 


Sena  for  our  North  Country  Illustrated  Guide,  gtoat  free  3  stampa. 


MURTON'S 

8-10,   GRAINGER   ST.,  NEWCASTLE 


NORTHERN 
ANGLERS'  RESORT, 

ON-TYNE. 
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Jottings  by  the  Way. 

Ye  violets  that  first  appear. 
By  your  pure  purple  mantles  knovm. 

Like  the  proud  virgins  of  the  year. 
As  if  the  Spring  were  all  your  own, 
What  are  you  when  the  rose  is  blown  ? 

So  when  my  mistress  shall  be  seen 
In  sweetness  of  her  looks  and  mind. 

By  virtue  first,  then  choice,  a  queen. 
Tell  me  if  she  was  not  designed 
Th'  eclipse  and  glory  of  her  kind. 

— Sib  Heney  Wotton. 


The  Flooded  Thames. 
.  In  conversation  with  an  old  Thames  angler  who 
had  just  left  Walton-on-Thames,  ho  said:  "The 
late  fJood  has  played  havoc  with  the  perch  spawn 
that  was  left,  and  the  destruction  of  the  small  fry 
has  been  very  great.  This  is  the  more  unfortunate 
as  there  were  signs  the  perch  fishing  in  the  Thames 
was  on  the  way  to  improvement  in  a  marked  degree. 
The  river  is  getting  into  capital  order,  although 
there  is  still  a  strong  stream  running." 


Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society, 
The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  society  will  be 
held  at  the  offices,  St.  Bride  Institute,  Bride-lane, 
E.G.,  on  Tuesday,  June  2,  at  6.30  p.m. 


What  is  this  about  ? 
I  AM  teetotally  opposed  to  gambling,  consequently 
readers  must  not  think  these  hieroglyphics  refer 
either  to  a  "  whimeriek  "  or  a  "  puzzle  poem"- — • 

iiannr  nr  nritnuii 

It  is  simply  a  notice  to  all  and  sundry  that  on  and 
'after  June  1  the  Fishing  Gazette  offices  will  be  at 

19,  Adam  Steeet,  Adelphi, 
Strand,  London,  W.C. 

miiiiiii.  in.  wi-Miiuni 

Again  I  repeat — 

19,  Adam  Street,  Adelphi, 
Strand,  London,  W.C. 

Even  a  millionaire's  purse  would  not  stand  the 
strain  of  the  enormous  expense  of  cartage  of  the 
innumerable  communications  that  will  have  to  be 
sent  on  from  St.  Dunstan's  House  if  correspondents 
do  not  specially  note  that  the  new  address  is — 

I1UIIUL.    Ul  IlLIIIUinL 

19,  Adam  Street,  Adelphi, 
Strand,  London,  W.C. 


^  If  the  three  lines  of  hieroglyphics  are  cut  out  and 
pasted- together,  the  reader  will  readily  see  that  the 
removal  man  is  terribly  in  earnest  in  carting  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  including  "  Dragnet,"  to 

J19,  Adam  Street,  Adelphi, 
Strand,  London,  W.C, 

Where  all  communications  must  be  sent. 


Misguided  Legislators. 

It  is  curious  how  often  Acts  of  Parliament  fail  to 
sarry  out  the  intentions  of  the  legislators  responsible 
for  them.  Prior  to  1898  the  French  police  received 
i  uniform  premium  of  lOfr.  on  all  convictions 
ibtained  under  the  Fishery  Acts.  By  the  Finance 
^.et  of  1898  the  premiums  were  graduated  in  pro- 
portion to  the  gravity  of  the  offence,  from  2fr.  for 
m  ordinary  infringement  of  the  regulations  to  20fr. 
'or  an  infringement  committed  during  the  night. 
ka  a  result,  the  police  derive  just  as  much  profit 
:rom  dropping  on  some  innocent  sportsman  who 
las  inadvertently  continued  to  fish  for  a  few  minutes 
ifter  sundown,  as  they  do  from  the  conviction  of  a 
really  mischievous  poacher.  Moreover,  as  these 
Dremiums  are  paid  out  of  fines,  the  magistrates 
lave  no  option  but  to  impose  a  fine  which  will  cover 
;hem,  no  matter  how  trifling  the  offence  may  be  in 
tself. — Bulletin  de  la  Sociiti  Centrale  d' Agriculture 
:t  de  Peche. 


Big  Goldfish. 

Mb.  C.  White  sends  the  following  cutting  from 
the  Birmingham  Daily  Mail  of_May  23  : — 

" '  About  ten  or  eleven  years  ago,'  writes  Mr.  C. 
Mercer,  of  King's  Heath,  'I  put  in  a  pit  on  my 
father's  farm  at  Ansley  about  half  a  dozen  small 
goldfish.  I  thought  they  would  possibly  breed 
there,  but  a  heron  found  them  out,  and,  as  we 
thought,  made  a  meal  of  them,  for  we  could  never 
see  any  trace  of  them  afterwards.  Last  Saturday 
week,  however,  one  of  the  farm  hands  working  near 
the  pit  heard  a  loud  splashing,  and  going  to  ascertain 
the  cause,  beheld  a  huge  goldfish  struggling  in 
the  shallow  water  near  the  edge.  Not  knowing 
what  sort  of  a  fish  it  was,  never  having^  seen 
one  like  it  before,  he  attacked  it  with  a  spade, 
and  unfortunately  injured  it  to  such  an  extent 
that,  in  spite  of  efforts  to  revive  it,  it  died. 

it  *  *  * 

'  "  The  weight  of  it  was  1  lb.  12£oz.,  and  the  length 
21fin.  I  have  never  seen  or  heard  of  a  goldfigh 
this  size  before,  but  as  I  believe  they  are  members 
of  the  carp  family,  I  suppose  there  is  no  reason 
why  they  should  not  attain  a  large  size.  The  fish 
had  retained  all  its  beautiful  red  colour,  and  it  is  a 
pity  it  was  killed.'  Goldfish  do  belong  to  the  carp 
family,  and  were  originally  introduced  to  th& 
country  from  China  and  Japan.  They  live  for  many 
years  with  proper  treatment,  and  often  attain  to  a 
considerable  size.  Some  large  specimens  have  been 
caught  in  the  Thames,  and  are  believed  to  have 
been  accidentally  introduced  by  anglers,  who  some- 
times use  them  as  an  attractive  live-bait  for  pike." 


Where  at  Whitsun  ? 

A  GLANCE  at  the  Railway  Arrangements  for  the 
Whitsuntide  Holidays  on  page  433  will  give  cause 
for  pause — the  various  companies  vieing  with  each 
other  in  their  efforts  to  show  us  How  and  Where 
to  Go  for  a  week — or  even  a  week  -end  in  "  Leafy 
June." 

*  *  »  * 

By  the  South-western  Railway  one  can  travel 
from  Waterloo  to  Famham,.  Surrey.  When  at 
Farnham  a  service  of  motor  'buses  passes  (four 
times  each  day)  to  "  an  ideal  spot,"  "  out  of 
sight  and  sound  of  railways,"  to  Frensham  Pond 


"Excelsior"  Revised. 

A  GENTLEMAN  in  London  having  used  a  certain 
well  known  insect  repeller,  sent  a  bottle  to  a  lady 
friend  in  Scotland,  who  was,  he  knew,  very  attrac- 
tive to  the  "buzzing"  tribes.  He  has  received  the 
following  acknowledgement 

What  is't  I  clasp  unto  my  breast, 
Safe  hid  in  pocket  of  my  vest. 
And  often  to  my  cheek  is  pressed  ?— 
'Tis  .Aluscatol ! 

What  makes  ray  walks  a  joy  again. 
And  save^  me  from  the  itching  pain 
Of  beasts  who  bite  with  might  and  main  ? — 
'Tis  Muscatol ! 

In  woods  I  rest  upon  some  root,' 
And  soon  there  comes  a  buzzing  brute. 
He'll  find  that  smell  and  off  he'll  scoot — 
From  Muscatol  ! 

And  when  my  friends  say,  "  Oh,  do  tell 
What  is  that  sweet,  that  unctuous  smell?" 
I  answer,  "  Oh  !  I  love  it  well — 
"Tis  Muscatol." 

And  now,  oh,  joy !  no  fear  have  I, 
The  little  fiends  I  can  defy. 
Because  I  have  a  good  supply— 
Of  Muscatol. 

And  loud  abroad  my  voice  I'll  raise. 
For  peace  is  mine  these  summer  days. 
And  ever  more  I'll  sing  the  praise — 
Of  Muscatol! 

Then  thanks  to  him  who  did  invent. 
And  ditto,  too,  to  him  who  sent 
This  bottle  with  the  pungent  scent— 
Of  Muscatol. 

[This  is  not  an  advertisement.  The  ad.  appears 
on  page  434.] 

A  Cursory  Lullaby. 

A  WOMAN  who  was  fined  for  using  obscene 
language  at  Brentford  recently  pleaded  that  she 
wtis  only  singing  to  the  baby  in  the  front  garden. 


FRENSHAM  LAKE  AND  HOTEL,  NEAR  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 


(or  Lake),  where  I  have  spent  many  happy 
days — and  still  would  go.  The  particulars  of  the 
fishing  and  hotel  accommodation  may  be  gleaned 
from  the  advertisement  on  page  ii,  and  Mr. 
G.  A.  W.  Griffiths,  the  worthy  host  and  brother 
angler,  will  make  visitors  comfortable. 

Easily  Grown  Orchids. 

"Orchids  have  acquired  a  false  reputation. 
Most  amateur  gardeners,"  says  the  Gardener,  "  look 
upon  their  cultivation  as  a  rich  man's  hobby — one 
that  needs  a  large  staff  of  highly- trained  gardeners 
and  a  range  of  hothouses.  Nothing  could  be  farther 
from  the  truth.  Naturally  there  are  orchids  that 
are  expensive  to  buy  and  difficult  to  grow,  but  then 
these  are  in  the  minority.  There  are  manj'  more 
that  offer  few  difficulties  in  their  cultivation,  and 
need  no  further  accommodation  than  an  ordinary 
greenhouse,  or  even  in  summer  time  a  cold  frame. 
Some  of  the  most  easily  grown  6md  showiest  are 
among  the  cheapest  to  buy." 


A  4ijlb.  Irish  Pike. 

Just  as  we  are  going  to  press  (Thursday,  May  28) 
a  telegram  arrived  from  Ballisfarnon,  Arrow  Lodge, 
Boyle,  Ireland:  "Can  you  give  me  name  of  firm 
who  offers  for  large  pike  ?  Captured  one  to-day  of 
41ilb.  ;  length  48in3.  ;  girth  25iins."  [The  ofier  of 
£10  was  for  a  pike  over  501b.] 


On  Tuesday  evening,  June  2,  at  the  Masons' 
Hall  Tavern,  Coleman-street,  Mr.  T.  Crumplen 
("Old  Izaak "  of  the  People)  will  read  a  paper 
before  the  members  and  friends  of  the  City  of 
London  Piscatorials.  A  "  Big  Night "  is  anticipated, 
so  come  early. 

*  *  «  * 

On  Wednesday,  June  3,  jNIt.  John  Handley  will 
read  one  of  his  always  interesting  and  instructive 
papers  before  the  members  and  friends  of  the 
B.S.A.S.,  entitled  "  Hints  on  Pier  Fishing." 

Dbagnet. 
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THE  GREAT  TOURNAMENT  IN  THE  STADIUKi 
AT  THE  FRANCO-BRITISH  EXHIBITION. 

TO  BE  HELD  ON  JULY  9th  &  IOth. 

At  the  Crystal  Palace  Tournament,  1904  (the  last  held  in  this 
country),  HARDY'S  RODS,  made  of  "  PALAKON A"  BAMBOO 
(Regd.),  won  no  less  than  TEN  events  against  SEVEN  by  all  others. 

HARDY'S  "SILEX"  Casting  Reels  won  no  less  than  SIX 
events  against  FOUR  by  all  others.  So  that  HARDY'S  Rods  and 
Reels  individually  won  more  events  than  all  other  makes  (both  British 
and  American)  put  together. 

Mr.  J.  J.  HARDY,  Expert  in  Rod-Building,  who  won  FOUR  CHAMPION- 
SHIPS at  the  Crystal  Palace  Tournament,  1904,  and  Mr.  LAURENCE 
HARDY,  who  won  the  Ambidextrous  Event,  are  prepared  to  give  personal 
attention  to  the  making  of  Special  Rods  and  Reels  for  use  at  the  forth- 
coming Tournament,  or  for  Angling  in  any  part  of  the  World. 

GREENHEART  TROUT  RODS  from  ONE  GUINEA  upwards. 
CANE  BUILT  C'Palakona"  Regd.)  RODS  from  THREE  GUINEAS  upwards. 

INCOMPARABLY  SUPERIOR   TO  ALL  OTHERS. 

HARDY'S  "PALAKONA"  BAMBOO  (REGD.) 

is  much  superior  to  any  other  Bamboo  for  Rod  Making. 

CATALOGUE,  1908 

Containing  243  Illustrations  of  Flies  in  Colour, 

HARDY  BROS.(AlDwick)^^  ALNWICK 

Specialists  in  Rods,  Reels,  and  Tackle, 

MANCHESTER    BRANCH!   12  to  14,   Moult  Street.         EDINBURGH    BRANCH:   5,  South  St.  David  Street. 
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AVHITSUNTIDE  HOLIDAY 
A  R  R  A  N  G  E  ]M  E  N  T  S  . 


.ONDON  AND  NORTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

The  London  and  North- Western  Railway  Com- 
any's  very  complete  list  of  excursion  bookings  for 
he  Whitsuntide  Holidays  make  it  an  easy  matter 
or  intending  travellers  to  secure  facilities  enabling 
hem  to  visit  the  beauty  spots  of  the  LTnited  ICing- 
.om  or  to  spend  the  recess  with  friends  in  provincial 
owns.  In  the  list  are  included  cheap  fares  to 
Scotland,  Ireland,  Central  and  North  Wales,  the 
sle  of  Man,  the  English  Lakes,  Blackpool,  Birming- 
'.am,  Liverpool,  and  Manchester  districts.  Tourist 
ickets  will  be  available  for  six  months,  and  the  week- 
nd  tickets  to  holiday  resorts  issued  on  Friday  and 
;aturday  will  allow  the  holders  to  return  on  Whit 
•unday,  Monday,  Tuesday,  or  Wednesday.  The 
looking  offices  at  Euston,  Broad-street,  Victoria 
Pimlico),  Kensington,  and  Willesden  will  be  open 
hroughout  the  day  for  the  issue  of  tickets  during 
he  week  preceding  Whit  Monday. 


lOUTH-EASTERN  AND  CHATHAM  RAILWAY. 

Excursion  tickets  will  be  issued  to  Paris  by 
Express  services,  via  Folkestone  and  Boulogne,  on 
une  4,  5,  6,  and  7,  also  via  Calais,  retm-ning  any 
ay  within  foirrteen  days.  Cheap  tickets  to  Le 
'ouquet  and  Paris-Plage,  via  Folkestone  and  Bou- 
)gne,  will  also  be  issued.  On  Whit  Sunday  and 
^'hit  Monday,  special  day  exciu'sions  will  be  run  to 
loulogne  and  Calais.  Cheap  tickets  to  Brussels  by 
iae  Calais,  Boulogne  and  Ostend  routes  will  be 
;sued  from  June  3  to  8,  inclusive,  available  for 
ight  days.  Special  cheap  eight-day  retiu-n  tickets 
3  Amsterdam,  The  Hague,  Scheveningen,  and  other 
lutch  towns,  via  Queenborough  and  Flushing,  will 
e  issued  from  June  3  to  8,  inclusive.  Cheap  eight- 
ay  return  tickets  to  Ostend  will  be  issued  from 
une  3  to  8,  inclusive.  Cheap  tickets  to  the  Belgian 
j-deimes  will  be  issued  by  the  Calais,  Boulogne  and 
istend  routes.  Return  tickets  to  Tmibridge  Wells, 
t.  Leonards,  Hastings,  Bexhill,  Canterbm'y,  Whit- 
:able.  Heme  Bay,  Birchington,  Westgate,  Margate, 
roadstairs,  Ramsgate,  Sandwich,  Deal,  Walmer, 
lover,  Folkestone,  Shorncliffe,  Hythe,  Sandgate  and 
ew  Romney  (Littlestone-on-Sea)  will  be  issued 
om  London  by  certain  trains  on  June  5,  6,  and  7, 
mailable  to  return  on  June  7,  8,  9,  or  10,  by  any 
■ain  (mail  and  boat  expresses  excepted).  Cheap 
ay  excm'sions  on  \^'hit  Sunday  and  Whit  Monday 
ill  be  run  from  the  principal  London  stations  to 
ravesend,  Ashford,  Canterbury,  Deal,  Tunbridge 
/ells,  Hastings,  Bexhill,  Whitstable,  Hei-ne  Bay, 
irchington,  Ramsgate,  Broadstairs,  Margate,  Hythe, 
indgate,  Folkestone,  Dover,  etc.  On  Whit  Sunday 
id  Whit  Monday  a  special  cheap  day  exclusion 
ill  be  run  to  Aldershot,  and  a  cheap  half-day 
tcursion  will  also  be  run  to  Whitstable  and  Heme 
ay  on  Whit  Sunday  and  Whit  Monday.  Cheap 
;tm'n  tickets  will  be  issued  from  London  to  the 
cystal  Palace  (High  Level)  on  Whit  Monday,  in- 
uding  admission.  Full  particu^lars  of  the  Con- 
nental  and  Home  excursions,  extension  of  time  for 
irtain  retvirn  tickets,  alterations  in  train  services, 
<c.,  are  given  in  the  special  holiday  programme  and 
lis.  

GREAT  NORTHERN  RAILWAY. 

The  Great  Northern  Railway  Company's  holiday 
:ogramme  is  very  comprehensive,  sustaining  the 
impany's  reputation  for  holiday  travel.  The 
:cursiOn  arrangements  are  excellent,  and  cover 
le  sweeping  sands  and  boating  districts  of  the 
orfolk  and  Lincolnshire  coasts,  the  fashionable 
land  watering-places  of  Woodhall  Spa,  Harrogate, 
id  the  beavitiful  stretch  of  Yorkshire  coastline, 
jarborough,  the  Queen  of  the  North,  Bridlington, 
id  Whitby,  with  its  lovely  moors  behind,  whilst 

close  proximity  are  fine  golf  links.  On  Friday, 
xne  5,  excm-sions  are  being  run  to  Edinburgh, 
lasgow,  Aberdeen,  and  all  parts  of  Scotland  ;  and 
1  Saturday,  June  6,  to  Cromer,  Sheringham,  and 
ations  on  the  Norfolk  coast,  Lincoln,  Grimsby, 
id  Lincolnshire  stations  ;  Leeds,  Bradford,  Shef- 
>ld,  and  Yorkshire  stations  ;  Nottingham,  and 
ong  the  whole  East  Coast  of  England,  throughout 
le  Midlands,  to  Lancashire,  and  to  the  Isle  of  Man. 
he  cheap  half -day  non-stop  express  trips  to  Skeg- 
sss  will  be  run  on  Whit  Sunday,  Whit  Monday, 
iiesday,  and  Thursday ;  other  excursions  for 
irying  periods  being  run  in  addition  on  June  8  and 

which  also  inchide  Sutton-on-Sea,  Mablethorpe, 
id  Boston.  Visitors  to  Manchester  Races  have 
so  been  well  catered  for,  there  being  bookings  for 
litable  periods  on  Wliit  Tuesday,  Wednesday, 
lursday,  and  Friday.  Programmes  giving  full 
irticulars  can  be  obtained  on  application  at  any 

the  company's  offices  or  stations,  or  from  the 
lief  Passenger  Agent,  King's  Cross  Station, 
)ndon,  N. 


LONDON  AND  SOUTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

An  ideal  trip  for  the  Wliitsuntide  Holiday  is  that 
announced  by  the  London  and  South- Western  Rail- 
way to  beautiful  Brittany  for  the  week-end.  -The 
short  journey  by  rail  to  Southampton,  the  bracing 
sea  trip  in  the  luxuriously-fitted  twin-screw  ss.  Vera, 
the  charms  of  the  quaint  French  province,  added  to 
the  fact  that  the  return  fare  from  London  is  only 
17s.  6d.,  should  induce  many  to  take  advantage  of 
the  exceptional  facility  afforded  for  delightfully 
filling  up  the  short  holiday.  The  train  will  leave 
Waterloo  at  8.5  p.m.  on  Saturday,  June  6;  To 
obviate  the  trouble  of  seeking  apartments  for  the 
night,  the  L.  andS.W.  Company  have  arranged  that 
sleeping  berths  can  be  reserved  in  advance,  so  that 
passengers  can  rest  on  board  the  Vera  during 
Sunday  night  preparatory  to  the  return  daylight 
trip  across  the  Channel,  a  most  enjoyable  voyage  of 
ten  hours.  Passengers  arrive  back  at  Waterloo 
about  8  p.m.  on  the  Monday.  It  would  be  difficult 
to  find  more  charming  spots  than  those  on  the 
simny  south  coast  between  the  Isle  of  Wight  and 
Plymouth,  or  more  beautiful  coast  scenery  than  that 
of  North  Devon  and  Cornwall  between  Lynton  and 
Padstow,  and  to  all  these  the  cheap  tickets  issued 
from  Waterloo  admit  of  a  short  or  long  stay.  The 
Royal  Counties'  Agricultural  Society's  great  show 
at  Southampton  furnishes  a  special  Whitsuntide 
attraction  at  this  fine  holiday  centre.  Full  par- 
ticulars of  special  Whitsuntide  excursions,  extended 
week-end  tickets,  etc.,  are  given  in  the  concise 
programme  obtainable  at  the  company's  stations 
and  offices,  or  from  Mr.  Henry  Holmes,  Superinten- 
dent of  the  Line,  Waterloo  Station,  S.E. 


GREAT- WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

The  Great  Western  Railway  Company's  pro- 
gramme of  Whitsun  arrangements  is  most  complete, 
and  gives  particulars  of  excursions,  week-end 
tickets,  etc.,  from  London  to  all  parts  of  their  vast 
system — Cornish  Riviera,  Devon,  Somerset,  Dorset, 
Channel  Islands,  Berks,  Bucks,  Wilts,  North  and 
South  Wales,  Ireland,  the  Midlands,  Worcester, 
Gloucester,  Shropshire,  Warwick,  Hereford,  etc. 
Those  who  have  no  definite  plans  should  obtain  the 
series  of  high- class  descriptive  travel-books  pub- 
lished by  the  G.W.R.  at  the  nominal  price  of  3d. 
From  these  charmingly  illustrated  books  a  most  en- 
joyable holiday  can  be  outlined,  the- West  Country 
with  its  warm  temperature  and  equable  climate 
being  particularly  recommended.  Full  information 
with  regard  to  train  services,  fares,  holiday  haunts, 
travel  books,  etc.,  can  be  obtained  from  any  Great 
Western  office,  or  direct  from  Mr.  J.  Morris,  Super- 
intendent of  the  Line,  Paddington  Station,  W. ; 
telephone,  4901  Paddington. 


MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 


The  Midland  Railway  Company's  Whitsimtide 
Programme  consists  of  some  forty  pages,  con- 
taining a  wealth  of  information  prepared  in  a 
simple  form,  giving  particulars  for  which  tickets  are 
available,  the  times  of  the  trains,  fares,  routes,  etc., 
to  upwards  of  500  places  in  the  Midland  Covmties, 
Yorkshire,  Lancashire,  North  of  England,  Scotland, 
Ireland, and  the  Isle  of  Man.  The  booking  offices  at  St. 
Pancras  and  Mo orgate -street  Stations  will  be  open 
for  the  issue  of  tickets  all  day  on  Friday  and  Satur- 
day, June  5  and  6.  Cheap  excursion  tickets  are 
issued  every  Saturday  from  St.  Pancras  and  other 
stations  to  Flit-wick,  Ampthill,  Kettering,  Turvey, 
Ohiey,  Piddingtoii,  Rushden  and  Higham  Ferrers 
for  half-day  ;  to  Northampton,  Bedford,  and 
Wellingborough  for  half,  two,  or  three  days, 
and  every  Thursday  and  Saturday  to  St.  Albans, 
Harpenden,  Redbourn,  Hemel  Hempsted,  and 
Luton  for  half-day  ;  also  to  Leicester  and  Lough- 
borough every  Thm-sday  for  day  and  half-day. 
The  cheap  week-end  tickets  issued  on  Friday  and 
Satm'day,  June  5  and  (5,  will  be  available  for  return 
on  Wednesday,  .Time  10,  in  addition  to  the  u-sual 
period.  Satmxlay  to  Monday  tickets  issued  on 
Satm'day,  Jmie  (5,  will  be  available  for  return  on 
Tuesday,  June  9. 


GREAT  CENTRAL  RAILWAY. 

To  thousands  who  are  seeking  a  change  of  air 
this  Wliitsuntide  the  ABC  Programme  of  Ex- 
cursions just  issued  by  the  Great  Central  Railway 
Company  will  be  particularly  interesting.  It  gi\  es 
a  choice  of  resorts  suitable  for  all  tastes  and  require- 
ments. Over  300  seaside  and  inland  holiday 
resorts  in  the  Midlands  and  the  North,  including 
Liverpool,  Isle  of  Man,  and  West  Coast,  Cleethorpes, 
Scarborough,  and  East  Coast,  Vale  of  Aj^lesbury, 
Chiltern  Hills,  and  Stratford-on-Avon,  can  be 
reached  by  con^■enient  trains,  the  visit  extending 
over  a  week,  and  with  few  exceptions  costing  only 
a  sovereign  or  less.  Tourist  and  week-end  tickets 
are  obtainiable  to  a  large  number  of  places  at  low- 
fares,  and  the  choice  of  destination  stretches  from 
the  Midland  Counties  to  the  far  North  of  Scotland. 


Other  commendable  features  of  tlie  programme  are 
the  frequent  day  and  half-day  facilities  to  the 
beauty  spots  of  Middlesex,  Herts,  and  Beechy  Bucks, 
bicycle  and  pedestrian  tour  tickets  at  specially  low 
fares  to  many  places  of  picturesque  and  historical 
interest,  extension  of  the  week-end  ticket  arrange- 
ment, etc.  Express  (corridor  car  trains  will  lea\e 
Marylebone  on  .lune  5,  6,  7,  and  8,  and  full  par- 
ticulars of  times  of  departure  and  fares  are  given  in 
the  programme,  copies  of  which  may  be  obtained 
free  at  Marylebone  Station,  or  from  Publicity  De- 
partment, 216,  Marylebone-road,  N.W. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY  COMPANY. 
The  Great  Eastern  Railway  have  issued  a  very 
attractive  programme  for  the  Whitsuntide  holidays, 
offering  a  choice  of  nineteen  resorts  on  the  East 
Coast,  affording  opportunities  for  golfing,  yachting, 
and  angling.  Cheap  excursions  will  be  run  on 
Saturday  to  the  principal  towns^  in  the  Eastern 
Counties,  Lancashire,  Yorkshire,  and  Lincolnshire. 
Week-end  tickets  from  Saturday  to  Monday  will, 
in  connection  with  this  holiday,  be  available  to 
return  on  the  Tuesday,  and  the  availabiUty  of  the 
Friday  to  Tuesday  tickets  to  the  seaside  will  bo 
extended  to  Wednesday.  Tourist  and  fortnightly 
tickets,  available  by  any  train,  will  be  issued  to  all 
the  East  Coast  Stations.  A  large  number  of  special 
and  relieving  trains  will  be  run,  and  restaurant-car 
expresses  will  be  included  in  the  service.  Special 
midnight  trains  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  12.20 
night  for  Norwich,  via  Cambridge,  and  at  12.25 
night  for  Norwich,  Yarmouth,  and  Lowestoft,  via 
Ipswich.  Tlie  supper  train  will  leave  Liverpool- 
street  at  12.3  night  for  Colchester  and  Clacton-on- 
Sea  as  usual.  Excursions  will  be  rim  on  Whit- 
Simday  from  Liverpool-street  to  Hertford,  Cam- 
bridge, Colchester,  Clacton,  Walton,  and  Harwich  ; 
also  from  Liverpool-street  and  Fenchurch-street 
to  Southend  and  Burnham-on-Crouch.  On  Bank 
Holiday  an  extensive  programme  of  cheap  trips 
has  been  arranged,  including  a  half-day  trip  to 
Clacton-on-Sea,  affording  an  opportunity  of  spend- 
ing six  hovirs  by  the  sea  for  3s.  The  train  will  leave 
St.  Pancras  at  11.32  a.m.,  calling  at  stations  High- 
gate-road  to  South  Tottenham  inclusive.  Other 
excursions  include  Sovithend-on-Sea,  Burnham-on- 
Crouch,  Walton-on-Naze,  Harwich,  Yarmouth, 
Lowestoft,  Hertford,  Cambridge,  Ely,  Epping 
Forest,  Broxbourne,  Rye  House,  etc.  A  special 
service  of  trains  will  be  run  at  frequent  intervals 
from  Liverpool-street,  Fenchurch-street,  and  Gospel 
Oak  to  Epping  Forest,  and  from  Liverpool-street 
to  Rye  House.  A  special  booking-office  will  be 
opened  at  Liverpool-street  Station  from  Jime  1  to  6 
for  the  issue,  for  use  on  forward  dates,  of  all  classes 
of  tickets.  They  may  also  be  obtained  at  the 
Company's  City  and  West  End  Booking  Offices. 


LONDON,   BRIGHTON  AND   SOUTH  COAST 
RAILWAY. 

Eight  or  fifteen  day  cheap  tickets  will  be  issued 
from  London  on  Friday,  June  5,  to  Brighton, 
Seaford,  Eastbom-ne,  Bexhill,  St. Leonards,  Hastings, 
Littlehampton,  Bognor,  Chichester,  Havant,  South- 
sea,  Portsmouth,  and  the  Isle  of  Wight.  The 
week-end  cheap  return  tickets  issued  on  June  5, 
6,  and  7.  to  and  from  London,  will  be  available  for 
return  Jvme  7  to  10  inclusive.  A  fourteen-day 
excursion  to  Paris,  Rouen,  and  Dieppe,  by  the 
picturesque  Newhaven-Dieppe  route,  has  also  been 
arranged.  Special  cheap  return  tickets  to  Dieppe 
will  be  issued  on  Jmie  5,  6.  7.  and  8,  available  for 
return  on  any  day  up  to  and  including  the  following 
Wednesday.  At  Dieppe  the  Casino  will  be  open, 
and  holders  of  these  tickets  have  the  facility  of  free 
entry  to  the  Casino  from  Jime  (>  to  9.  On  Whit 
Smiday  and  Monday  day  trips  at  excursion  fares 
will  be  riui  from  London  to  Brighton,  Ho\  e,  Worth- 
ing. Pulborough,  Littlehampton,  Arundel.  Bognor, 
Midhm'st,  Portsmouth,  the  Isle  of  Wight,  Lewes. 
Tunbridge  Wells,  Seaford,  Eastbourne,  Bexhill, 
St.  Leonards,  and  Hastings.  Express  half-day 
exciu-sions  will  be  run  to  Brighton  on  Whit  Sunday 
and  Monday  from  London  Bridge,  Victoria,  Clap- 
ham  Jimction,  New  Cross,  etc.  ;  also  from  Tooting, 
Wimbledon,  Mitcham,  etc.,  on  Whit-Sunday. 
Extra  trains  will  be  run  from  London  as  required 
by  the  traffic  to  the  Crystal  Palace  on  Whit-Mon- 
day, Tuesday,  and  following  days,  returning  in  the 
evening  at  frecjuent  intervals.  On  Whit-Tuesdav 
cheap  day-trips  will  be  rim  from  London  to  Brighton, 
Ho\-e  and  Worthing.  For  those  who  are  not  able 
to  get  away  to  the  seaside,  complete  arrangements 
have  been  made  to  convey  them  quickly  and 
cheaply  to  the  Surrey  Hills  —  London's  Swit;er- 
land — Boxhill.  Leith  Hill.  Crohamhurst — from  the 
summit  of  which  an  extensive  and  charming  view- 
is  obtainable.  The  Brighton  Company  announce 
that  their  West  End  Offices,  28,  Regent -street. 
Piccadilly,  will  remain  open  until  10.0  p.m.  on  the 
evenings  of  June  3,  4,  5.  and  6. 
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The  Only 


Epfkotive 


INSECT 
REPELLER 


which    Is    NOT  GREASY. 

■^non-poisonous,  perfectly 
'harmless,  easily  applied, 

and  pleasant  and  refreshing  to  use 


Prepared  by 

FRANK  A.  ROGERS,  327,  Oxford  St.,  W. 


DOVEDALE,  Ashbourne. 


IZAAK  WALTON  HOTEL. 

I     Family  Residential   Hotel  and  Anglers' 
Resort  for  the  Rivers  Dove  and  Manifold. 

Lovely  situation,  within  five  minutes' 
■walk  of  the  Stepping  Stones,  Dovedale. 
Spacious  Dining,  Drawing,  and  Private 
Booms.  Trout  Pishing.  Golf.  Carriages. 
Table  d'Hote  (separate  tables).  Illustrated 
tariff  from  the  Proprietor,  WM.  EVANS. 


FISHING  ON  LOUGH  MELVIN 


THE  HOTEL, 

Garrison,  County  Fermanagh,  Ireland. 

Under  New  Management. 
Beautifully  situated  on  the  shore  of  Lough 
Melvin ;  eight  miles  long.  Celebrated  for 
Salmon,  Gillaroo,  and  Trout  Fishing.  Long 
patronized  by  the  nobility  and  gentry.  Excellent 
cuisine  ;  very  comfortable.  Boats  and  experi- 
enced men  provided.  Cars  meet  trains  at 
llelleek  on  receipt  of  notice.— WM.  SAUNDERS, 
Proprietor.  


DOUGLAS  HOTEL, 

at  Head  of  Loch  Ness, 
FORTAUGUSTUS,  N.B. 

Now  acknowledged  best  Salmon  Fishing  in 
Scotland  from  February.  Good  Trout  Fishing, 
May  to  July.  Grilse  and  Sea  Trout,  .June  to  Sep- 
tember. No  charge  for  Fishing.  Good  boats  ; 
experienced  men  ;  expert  advice.  Every  atten- 
tion given  to  Anglers,  Apply  early  for  boats. 

R.  M.  CAMERON,  Proprietor. 
Telegrams  :  "  Hotel  Douglas,  Fortaugustus." 


SOUTH  DEVON. 

Apartments  To  Let. 

One  minute  from  Eiver  Dart.  Two  miles 
Private  Pishing.  Good  for  Salmon  and 
Trout. — Apply, 

MRS-  BEARD, 
Northwood,  Buckfastleigh. 

LOCH  ERIGHT  HOTEL, 

Dalwhinnie,  inverness-shire. 

This  commodious  Hotel  now  open  to 
visitors.  Rebuilt  and  newly  furnished. 
Excellent  fishing  on  loch  and  river. 
Golf,  tennis,  garage,  petrol,  posting, 
boats  free.  Telegrams :  Adams,  Dal- 
whinnie. 

GEORGE  ADAMS,  Proprietor, 
late  48,  Jebmyn  Steeet,  London. 


LOUGH  MASK 

The  best  Trout  Lake  in 
the  United  Kingdom  for 
Free  Fishing. 

VALKENBURG'S  HOTEL 

BALUNROBE, 

is  the  nearest  Hotel  to  the  best  part  of 
the  lake.  It  is  clean,  comfortable,  and 
up-to-date.    Terms  moderate. 

JOHN  VALKENBURG,  Proprietor. 


TONGUE  HOTEL 


SUTHERLAND. 


Under  New  Management  from  28th  May,  1908. 
TO  BE  PRACTICALLY  REFURNISHED. 


Beautifully  situated  on  the  north  coast 
of  Sutherland,  in  one  of  the  best  districts 
of  that  famous  Fishing  County,  and 
amidst  some  of  the  finest  scenery  in  the 
Highlands.  Excellent  Brown  Trout,  Sea 
Trout,  and  Salmon  Fishing.  Posting  and 
Motor  Hiring.  Route :  Rail  to  Lairg, 
thence  by  Motor  Car. 

JOHN  MACKENZIE. 
Address  till  28th  May,  Railway  Hotel,  Tain  ; 
thereafter.  Tongue  Hotel,  Sutherland. 


ARMSTRONGS 

MAY  QUOTATIONS. 

A  vail  Yourself  of 
this  Offer. 


On  receipt  of  remittance  or  banker's 
reference  any  four  of  the  rods  or  reels 
quoted  below  will  be  sent  carriage 
paid  on  approval.  If  unsatis- 
factory we  will  pay  the  carriage 
back  and  refund  money  in  full.  It 
thus  costs  nothing  to  test  the  value 
offered,  and  seeing  and  trying  the 
actual  rod  is  better  than  reading  a 
hundred  catalogues.  Other  goods 
than  rods  or  reels  will  be  exchanged 
if  not  approved. 


FLY  RODS, 

lOJ,  11,  and  12  ft.,  split  cane,  steel  centre, 
two  tops,  cork  grip,  rubber  button,  lock 
joints,  snake  rings,  perfect  balance  and 
power,  our  own  make  throughout.  Usual 
price,  £5  5s. ;  present  price,  £Z  5s. 

ENGLISH  SPLIT  CANE, 

lOJ  and  11  ft.,  cork  grip,  rubber  button 
lock  joints,  lovely  finish,  in  2  or  3  pieces, 
with  spare  top,  40/-. 

AMERICAN  SPLIT  CANE, 

Highest  class,  10 J,  11,  and  12  ft.,  snake 
rings,  2  tops,  closely  whipped,  superb 
quality,  English  finish,  21/-. 

BROOK  OR  LADY'S  ROD, 

Lovely  split  cane,  8  to  10  ft.,  2  tops, 
weight  4  to  6  ozs.,  charming  little  weapon, 
every  angler  should  have  one  for  small 
streams.  Usual  price,  £4  4s. ;  our  price, 
42/-. 

The  same  rod  in  greenheart,  8  to  10  ft., 
4J  to  7  ozs.,  32/6. 

FLY  RODS, 

Greenheart,  highest  quality,  lOJ,  11, 
and  12  ft.,  cork  or  pigskin  grips,  rubber 
button,  snake  rings,  look  joints,  best 
finish  and  quality,  perfect  balance  and 
action,  equal  to  anything  at  50/-.  Price 
30/-. 

GREENHEART  FLY  RODS, 

lOi,  11,  and  12  ft.,  2  tops,  snake  rings, 
cork  grip,  well  finished,  grand  action,  15/-. 

GREENHEART, 

lOJ,  11,  and  12  ft.,  1  top,  snake  rings, 
swelled  balanced  grip,  powerful  rods,  6/6. 

SALMON  RODS, 

Fine  greenheart,  double  cork  grips,  2  tops, 
lock  joints,  magnificent  balance  and 
action,  14  and  15  ft.,  45/-;  16  and  18  ft., 
50/-. 

STRONG  GREENHEART 
SALMON  RODS, 

Swelled  handle,  good  finish,  1  top,  14 
and  15  ft.,  10/6  ;  16  and  18  ft.,  16/6. 


Get  our  List  of  Steel 
Boats  and  Punts  that 
never  leak. 


At§ dress  in  full: 


ARMSTRONG 

AND  CO., 

Sporting  Gun  Dept., 
115,  NIAND  STREET, 
NEWCASTLE-ON  -TYNE. 


TO   DRY   FLY  FISHERS. 


MUCILIN 

(KBUISTERED). 

The  Finest  Preparation  for  making  lines 
and  flies  to  float.   Solid  for  lines,  liquid 
for  flies.   Clean  and  easy  to  use. 

M'ill  not  injure  the  most  delicate  fibre  of 
Cotton,  Flax,  Silk,  or  Wool  ;  neither  oil  nor 
varnish  line  proofings.  Finest  preparation  for 
dressing  pure  silk  lines  for  live  baiting  or  trolling. 

Sent  out  in  Tins  and  Bottles,  1/-  each. 

state  irhen  ordennp  whether  Solid  or  Liquid, 

THOS.  ASPINALL 

(iNVtNTOR  AND  SOLt)  MAKElt). 

Analytical  and  Manufacturing  Chemist, 

Carlton  Street  Chemical  Works,  BOLTON 


ROSS-SHIRS. 

AULTBEA  HOTEL 

Vnder  New  Management. 

This  Hotel  is  beautifully  situated  on  the  West 
Coast,  amid  splendid  Highland  scenery.  There 
is  superior  and  extensive  Brown  Trout  Fishings 
granted  specially  by  the  Marquis  of  Zetland  for 
visitors  at  Hotel.  The  Hotel  is  new  and  newly 
furnished.    New  sanitary  arrangements. 

Splendid  Sea  Fishing  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing. 
Boating.    Hiring.    Sea  Bathing.     Route — Per 
Boat  fioni  Oban  to  Gairloch.   Carriage  will  be 
in  waiting  il  proprietor  is  comnumicated  with. 

C.  M'KENZIE 
(Late  of  Kylesku  Hotel,  Sutherlandshire). 


EX3YIOOR. 

GOOD  TROUT  FISHING 

ON  BARLE. 

Also  Private  Fishing  free  to  Visitors 
staying  at  this  Hotel.  Good  accommo 
dation.  Terms  moderate.  Good  Posting 
and  Stabling.— Apply  to  T.  Elwoethy, 

TEMPERANCE  HOTEL, 

Sintonsbath,  nr.  South  Mollon, 


THE  ANGLER'S  PARADISE. 

DOWROS  BAY  HOTEL, 

ROSBEG,  CO.  DONEGAL. 

The  above  Hotel  is  situated  in  its  own  grounds, 
overlooking  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  in  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  parts  of  the  Donegal  Highlands. 
Excellent  Trout  Fishing  in  four  magnificent 
lakes  belonging  to  the  Hotel.  Shooting  over 
5000  acres.  Good  Golf  Links.  Terms  moderate. 
Every  modern  convenience.  Under  experienced 
new  English  management.  Apply,  Manaobkkss 


Under  Royal  Patronage. 

PONTOON  BRIDGE 
HOTEL. 

FOX  FORD,    CO.  MAYO. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon  and  Trout  on 
Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen.  Best  Salmon 
cast  in  Ireland — rmis  alongside  Hotel. 
Excellent  cuisine ;  first-class  accommo 
dation.  Terms — Bed  and  Board,  £2  2s. 
per  week.  5s.  per  day  for  Boat  and  Men 
P.  J.  COGHLAN. 


ULLAPOOL,  ROSS-SHIRE. 


CALEDONIAN  HOTEL. 

Good  Salmon,  Grilse  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing 
on  river  aud  large  loch  (both  sides  of  the  river 
and  whole  loch),  during  .Tune  and  .Tuly  only. 
Also  splendid  Brown  and  Rainbow  Trout  on  ten 
lochs  and  two  streams  the  whole  season  ;  Boats 
on  all  the  lochs.  Sea  Fishing,  Boating,  Bathing, 
Yachting,  Shore  and  Island  Shooting,  Golf, 
Tennis,  &c.  Officially  appointed  by  the  Scottish 
Automobile  Club,  C.T.C.,  and  B.S.A.S.  Head- 
quarters. Motor  Garage,  Posting,  &c.  Tele- 
grams :  "  Caledonian,  Ullapool." 

GEO.  MORRISON,  Proprietor. 


SALMON  FISHING 

ON  THE 

UPPER  BLACKBALL  WATER, 
DEE,  Aberdeenshire, 

TO    BE  LET 

For  August,  September,  and  October. — 
Apply  to  D.  Smith,  Feughside  Inn, 
Banchory,  Aberdeen. 


Cast  yonr  Eye  on  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES, 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  2S.,  6  doz.  for  38.  6d., 
or  I  a  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 

WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powers 

— having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  list  of  General  Fishing  Tackle, 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  ou  appli- 
cation. 


WHITE  BROTHERS, 

Fishing  Taekle  Manufaetupeps, 
OMAQH,  IRELAND, 


FRESH  KILLED  TROUT. 

TWO-YEAR=OLD  TROUT 

from  Jib.  to  Jib.  weight.  Guaranteed 
cockle  fed,  giving  a  delicious  flavour. 
Any  quantity  forwarded  at  short  notice. 
Price  1/6  per  lb.  —  The  Anderton 
Hall  Fisheey,  Horwich,  Lanes. 


H.  JOHNSON,  Gut  Merchant. 

Send  1/.  for  3  SAMPLE  CASTS,  3  yards  each, 
tapered,  fine,  medium,  and  strong,  and  seft 
Quality. 

BEST  SELECTED  DRAWN   GUT,  3,  4,  and  6x, 

13  in.,  2/6  ;  1.5  in.,  3/- ;  18  in.,  4/-  per  100. 
BEST  UNDRAWN  GUT,  2x,  fine,  16  in.,  2/6; 

18  in.  3/- ;  20  in.,  3/6  per  100. 
GUT    CASTS,    FIRST    QUALITY,  1  yard,  1/4; 

2  yards,  2/6  ;  3  yards,  3/6  per  doz. 
BEST    SOLID    PLAITED    ROACH    LINES,  per 

100  yards,  1/6;  BARBEL,  2/-;  PIKE.  3/6. 
BEST    NOTTINGHAM    LOBS    AND    BAG.  3/4 

per  1,000.  THE  TRADE  SOPPLIED. 

155,  Waterway  Street,  Nottingham. 


TO  BE  LET  UNFURNISHED. 

A  PRETTY 

FIVE  ROOM  COTTAGE 

on  the  banks  of  the  LESSER  STOUR, 

ICKHAM,  KENT, 

with    good   TROUT  FISHINQ. 


Apply  to  P.  H.  KINGSPORD,  Land 
Agent,  12,  High  Street,  Canterbury. 


<J^}\>Tdook 


^^^^1  by  cJ.eJ.H/^PDy 

IHHIt    HOW  TO  BE  vSUCCI:55FUL 
Pojt  free  \  HOW  TO  FLIE5, 
6'4     \  HOWTOU5E  THEM  / 


Pears 

No  impurity  in  Pears' 
Soap. 

Economical  in  use 

It  wears  out  only  for  yo«r 
comfort  and  cleanliness. 


Sold  in  every  land. 


I 


I 
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Xetters  to  the  iBbitox, 

k    iWe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
f     opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents!] 

SPECIAL  NOTICE.~On  and  after  Monday, 
June  1,  1908,  tlie  Editorial,  Advertisement, 
and  Publishing'  Offices  of  the  "  Fishing  Gazette  " 
will  be  at  19,  Adam-street,  Adelphi,  Strand, 
Iiondon,  W.C,  where  all  letters  and  other  com- 
munications must  be  sent. 

TROUT-FISHING  IN  FRANCE  AND 
GERMANY. 

Deab  Sib, — I  should  be  extremely  grateful  if  yo 
or  any  of  your  readers  could  assist  me  in  finding 
place  which  would  meet  the  following  requirements 

1.  Comfortable  and  moderately-priced  accommo 
dation  in  either  France  or  Germany,  where  good 
trout-fishing  could  be  obtained  in  August. 
Climate  bracing  and  not  hot.  3.  Near  golf,  if 
possible.  4.  Not  in  a  town,  but  as  much  in  the 
country  as  possible.  5.  Reasonable  facilities  for 
hearing  good  French  or  German  spoken  to  enable 
my  two  boys  to  progress  in  the  language. — Yours 
truly,  Pateb. 


ANOTHER  VICTORY  FOR  GREENHEART. 

Dear  Sib, — At  the  fly  and  bait  casting  tourna 
ment  held  on  Harlem  Lake,  Central  Park,  by  the 
Anglers'  Club  of  New  York  on  May  14,  15,  16,  I 
am  pleased  to  inform  you  that  my  pupil  (Mr.  W.  M, 
Plevins),  using  the  "  Enright  "  gi'eenheart  single 
and  double  handed  rods,  won  two  first  prizes.  In 
the  event  for  amateurs,  rods  limited  to  15ft.,  Mr. 
Plevins  cast  the  long  distance  of  43yds.  It  will 
be  remembered  that  in  New  York  (1907)  Mr. 
Plevins  won  first  prize  with  an  "  Enright  "  14ft. 
rod  at  the  Sportsman's  Show,  Madison  Square 
Garden. 

•  I  wish  to  correct  a  mistake  in  last  issue  of  Fishing 
Gazette.  The  present  British  record  cast  is  34yds. 
2ft.,  not  34yd8.,  as  stated  by  you,  for  single-handed 
rod.  Your  readers  will  remember  that  the  34yds 
2ft.  was  the  cast  made  by  me  at  the  Crystal  Palace 
Tournament  (1904).  Thanking  j'ou  in  anticipation 
for  this  insertion. — Yours  truly, 

John  Enbight. 


[FISHING  IN  NORTHUMBERLAND. 
Deab  Sib, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you 
could  give  me  any  information  re  the  fishing  at  Ford 
or  Etal  (Northumberland),  where  to  apply  for  per- 
mission for  coarse  and  trout  and  grayling  fishing. 
I  am  quite  prepared  to  pay  any  reasonable  sum  per 
week  for  the  privilege.  I  have  made  several 
inquiries,  but  cannot  get  any  satisfactory  informa- 
tion. Should  require  fishing  for  two  or  three  weeks 
in  September.  Is  this  time  too  late  for  trout  or  too 
early  for  grayling  ?  I  have  been  a  reader  of  your 
paper  for  yea.r^,  but  have  never  had  occasion  to 
bother  you  before.  Apologising  for  the  trouble 
given. — Yours  truly,  J.  B.  Wbavbe. 

CONDITION  OF  SALMON  IN  THE  TAVY. 

Deab  Sib, — My  attention  has  just  been  called  to 
the  following  report  by  yovir  Plymouth  correspon- 
dent in  your  issue  of  May  16  last :  "  The  salmon  are 
up  in  the  Tavy,  although  they  do  not  seem  to  be  in 
very  good  condition."  I  took  all  the  salmon  (three) — ■ 
71b.,  26Jlb.,  and  221b^ — taken  up  to  that  date,  and 
one  of  101b.  since.  Having  fished  all  my  life,  and  all 
over  "the  world,  I  can  state  I  never  saw  fish  in 
better  condition  ;  and  this  opinion  can  be  verified 
by  the  water-bailiff  and  a  large  number  of  gentle- 
men— many  of  them  Conservators — who  actually 
saw  the  fish  and  measured  them.  Your  Plymouth 
correspondent  did  not  see  the  fish,  and  knows 
nothing  about  them. 

All  the  fish  were  "  males,"  and  when  taken  were 
covered  with  "sea  lice."  Attached  are  full  par- 
ticulars of  each  fish,  and  I  enclose  a  photograph, 
taken  in  the  presence  of  a  Conservator  of  the  river, 
of  the  larger  one,  which  is  a  "  record  "  for  Tavy. — 
Yours  truly,  Richabd  Geo.  Roe 

(Captain,  Royal  Navy), 

Tavy  Cottage,  Yelverton,  R.S.C.,  S.  Devon. 

Particulars  of  Tavy  Spring  Salmon. — April  27 — 
grilse,  male ;  extreme  length,  27ih. ;  weight,  71b. 
May  9 — salmon,  male  ;  extreme  length,  40in. ;  from 
tip  of  nose  to  fork  of  tail,  39Jin. ;  girth,  23in.  ; 
weight,  26-i-lb.  May  11 — salmon,  male;  extreme 
length,  37|in.  ;  from  tip  of  nose  to  fork  of  tail, 
37in. ;  girth,  21m.  ;  weight,  221b.  (over).  May  20— 
salmon,  male ;  extreme  length,  29Jin. ;  from  tip  of 
nose  to  fork  of  tail,  29in. ;  girth,  1  Sin. ;  weight,  lOlb. 
These  are  the  first  spring  fish  ever  known  to  be 
taiien  in  Tavy,  and  the  subject  being  of  far  more 
than  local  importance,  every  opportunity  was 
given  for  their  inspection  by  any  gentleman  or 
known  authoritv. 


WHAT  LARVA  IS  IT  ? 

Deab  Mr.  Marston, — The  sketch  sent  you  by 
"  Landing-Net  "  is  a  very  good  sketch  of  Baetis,  one 
of  the  snialler  EphemeridiE,  and  not  even  a  little  bit 
like  Sialia  lutaria  larva.  The  information  given  by 
"  Landing-Net  "  that  in  his  district  there  are  no 
duns  is,  no  doubt,  misleading,  and  quite  sufficient 
to  throw  most  entomologists  of?  the  scent  as  regards 
correct  identification.  If  "  Landing-Not  "  will  keep 
a  sharp  look-out  during  the  ensuing  season  he  will 
be  agreeably  surprised  to  see  many  species  of  duns, 
if  this  larva  is  at  all  as  numerous  as  he  states. 

The  larva  of  Sialia  hctaria  has  only  one.  short  tail 
appendage.  Baetis  and  Cloeon  have  three ;  and 
after  the  larva  passes  into  the  pupal  stage  the  middle 
one  of  the  caudal  setae  disappears,  and  on  the  fully- 
developed  fly  there  are  therefore  only  two  tail  fila- 
ments, while  E.  vulgata,  E.  danica,  and  E.  pota- 
manthus  have  three,  botli  in  the  larval  and  imago 
state. 

The  tracheal  filaments  along  each  side  of  the 
abdominal  segments  of  Sialis  larva  are  five  jointed 
transparent  elongated  appendages,  not  unlike  a  con- 
tinuation of  legs,  while  the  tracheal  filaments  of 
Baetis  are  short,  oval,  leaf-like  appendages,  quite 
different  to  Sialis.  In  Baetis  all  parts  of  the  body  are 
flattened  out,  the  head  is  large,  and  the  legs,  espe- 
cially the  femur  and  tibia,  are  broad  and  flat,  which 
enables  the  larva  to  cling  to  stones  and  escape  the 
full  force  of  the  stream.  Like  Sialis,  they  are  carni- 
vorous and  prey  upon  other  aquatic  larvae  ;  they  do 
not  make  burrows  and  are  good  swimmers. 

Sialis  larva  is  long  and  cylindrical ;  Baetis  is 
bullet-headed  and  tapers  away  sharply  to  the  three 
caudal  setae,  and  the  two  are  different,  both  in  form 
and  structure. 

I  enclose  you  drawings  direct  from  the  microscope 
showing  the  difference  between  the  two  species. 

Fig.  1  shows  the  larva  of  Sialis  ;  A,  tracheal 
filaments  as  they  "appear  in  a  mingled  mass  when  the 


''he  trout  took  them  in  as  fastjas  they  could  swallow 
them.  That  is  the  time  when  Mr.  Kennedy's  beetle 
does  execution.  I  feel  sure  the  fly  1  saw  so  thickly 
once  on  the  Little  Stour  near  Canterbury,  and  again 
once  on  the  Itchen,  was  the  Alder  ;  it  certainly  was 
not  the  Coch-y-Bondhu,  which  is  like  a  large  lady- 
bird beetle. — Ed.] 


NOT  THE  LARVA  OF  THE  ALDER. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  May  23,  a  correspon- 
dent sends  you  a  sketch  which  you,  1  think  erro- 
neously, describe  as  of  an  Alder  larva. 

An  Alder  larva  does  not  have  even  when  newly 
hatched  the  marked  triple  tail  as  in  the  sketch, 
but  a  single  fleshy  spike  covered  with  hairs.  Nor 
does  it  have  the  flat  plate-like  branchia?  which  are 
characteristic  of  many  of  the  Ephemerida;.  The 
branchiae  of  the  Alder  larva  are  similar  in  appear- 
ance to  its  tail — that  is,  fleshy-looking  hairy  spikes. 
Furthermore,  the  markings  of  the  Alder  larva  are 
brown  -  yellow,  not  black  -  brown.  No,  Sir,  I 
think  your  correspondent  is  correct  in  his  suggestion 
that  it  is  a  flat  larva  of  one  of  the  Ephemeridap. 
If  you  will  turn  to  your  "  Dry  Fly  Entomology," 
p.  43,  you  will  find  that  his  sketch  and  that  of 
Mr.'Halford  are  almost  identical.  I  would  suggest 
that  it  is  the  larva  of  the  yellow  May  Dun,  or 
possibly  the  March  Brown,  and  that  the  actual  fly 
has  escaped  his  notice ;  but  it  is  quite  impossible  to 
do  anything  but  guess  at  the  identity  of  a  larva 
from  a  sketch,  and  extremely  difficult  even  from 
the  actual  specimen. — Yours  truly,  M. 

[I  believe  "  M."  is  right,  and  that  I  was  wTong 
in  thinking  the  larva  of  which  "  Landing-Net  " 
sent  a  little  sketch  was  that  of  the  Alder.  His 
remark  as  to'absence  of  Duns  made  me  rise  at  the 
Alder  too  ""cock-surely.  I  thought  he  might  have 
exaggerated  the  length  of  the  tails — Halford's 
illustration  of  the  larva  of  the  Alder  gives  it  four 
very  short  hairs  for  tail.    It  will  be  interesting  to 


larva  is  dead  or  taken  out  of  the  water  ;  B,  the 
tracheal  filaments  as  they  appear  when  the  larva  is 
active  in  its  aquatic  element. 

Fig.  2  shows  the  head  highly  magnified  ;  one  half, 
C,  shows  the  mouth  organs  with  the  base  of  labium 
or  mentum  removed ;  from  left  to  right  are  the 
antennae,  mandibles,  maxillae,  and  palpi,  and  the 
labium  and  labial  pulpi ;  D,  this  half  shows  the 
parts  covered  by  the  mentum  or  labium. 

Fig.  3,  one  of  the  tracheal  filaments  highly  magni- 
fied. There  are  seven  pairs  of  these  tracheal  fila- 
ments, two  to  each  of  the  first  seven  abdominal 
segments  (one  each  side),  the  eighth  and  ninth 
segments  having  none.  The  great  French  authority,  | 
Pictet,  in  his  work  shows  eight  pairs  of  filaments, 
and  this  mistake  has  been  copied  by  nearly  all 
learned  scientists. 

Mr.  Halford,  according  to  yom'  extract,  thinks 
some  anglers  are  imable  to  differentiate  between 
the  Alder  Fly  and  a  "  Welshman's  Button,"  which  is 
not  a  fly  at  all,  but  one  of  the  Coleoptera,  and,  like 
the  Coch-y-Bondhu,  in  plain  English,  a  beetle.  What 
the  dickens  a  swarm  of  beetles  as  thick  as  Alder 
Flies  are  doing  in  the  water  God  alone  knows — do 
you  ?  Yet  he  seriously  states  we  poor  ignorant 
anglers  mistake  these  for  Alder  Flies.  Well,  we  live 
and  learn  ! — Yours  faithfully, 

J.  F.  Cabbuthebs  Bell. 
[Much  obliged  to  Mi-.  Bell.  I  hope  we  shall  finally 
get  at  the  truth  as  to  what  that  larva  really  is.  I  can 
assure  Mr.  Bell  that  I  have  seen  a  beetle,  the  Coch-y- 
Bondhu,  on  Lake  Vyrnwy  as  thick  as  if  somebody 
had  sprinkled  them  out  of  a  box  all  over  the  place 
in  patches  ;  they  seemed  to  be  dead  or  dizzy,  and 


know  if  "Landing-Net"  has  noticed  the  Yellow 
May  Dun  or  the  March  Brown  on  the  water  fre- 
quented by  the  larva  he  sketched.  My  bad  wTiting 
doubtless  cavised  the  printer  to  put  "  larva;  "  in- 
stead of  "  larva  "  in  my  note  when  referring  to  the 
"  critter  "  in  question.  Much  obliged  to  "  M."  for 
so  kindly  putting  me  right. — Ed.] 


FLIES,  ETC..  FOR  SEA-TROUT  AND  SALMON 
IN  THE  SEA. 

Deab  Sib, — The  heading  of  '•  Black  Beetle's  " 
letter — "  Flies  for  Sea-trout  and  Salmon  in  the 
Sea" — was  specially  attractive.  I  read  it  with  high 
expectation,  being  a  subject  which  has  deeply 
interested  me  for  many  j-ears,  but,  alas  !  alas  !  after 
most  eager  perusal  of  it  I  cannot  find  that  your 
correspondent  ever  captured  a  salmon  with  rod  and 
line  in  salt  water,  either  with  fly  or  bait.  If  so,  it 
would  be  most  valuable  information. 

I  have  been  six  times  in  Orkney  and  Shetland, 
and  know  the  modus  operandi  there  quite  well. — 
Yours  truly.  White  Beetle. 


RAGWORM  FOR  SEA-FISHING. 

De.ab  Sir, — May  I  recommend  J.  Adams,  6, 
Prittlewell  Path,  Southend,  bait-seller,  well  knowil 
and  well  trusted  by  many  a  client,  who  will  send 
ragworms  or  the  beautiful  and  killing  Southend 
King  ragworm  to  any  address.  Write  for  his  terms. 
The  small  ragworms  here  are  much  finer  than  the 
Littlehampton  ones,  in  my  opinion. — Yours  truly, 

Southend.  R.  W.  Vebkon. 
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•  WORM  V.  FLY-FISHING." 

Dear  Sib, — On  coming  to  Dumfries  to-day 
(May  20,  1908)  I  asked  a  porter  at  Dumfries  Station 
the  prospects  of  fishing  about  Dumfries.  He  said 
the  anglers  caught  them  all  on  Saturday,  May  !). 
I  made  inquiry,  and  found  Mr.  Dunn,  of  tlie  Gro^'e, 
gave  the  Dumfries  Angling  Promotion  and  Protec- 
tion Chib  his  water  to  fish  only  with  fly,  but  some 
very  influential  "  gentlemen  "  went  to  him  and  got 
liim  to  give  worm-fishing  from  second  Saturday  in 
May.  There  was  a  flood,  of  course.  (This  is  the 
third  season  the  Cairn  has  been  in  flood  on  second 
Satm'days  in  May. )  There  were,  I  believe,  hvmdreds 
of  trout  caught,  and  it  is  slaughter  of  the  worst 
kind.  Mr.  Dimn  was  badly  advised  to  allow  worm- 
fishing  at  all  when  the  other  proprietors  had  only 
allowed  fly-fishing.  This  is  the  ruin  of  the  fisliing 
in  the  South  of  Scotland.  Fancy  rules  setting 
forth  fishing  from  sunrise  to  sunset !  They  were 
on  Irongray  Bridge  at  1  a.m.  I  can  only  describe 
them  as  a  lot  of  pot-himters.  I  am  told  all,  or 
nearly  all,  the  committee  had  big  numbers — from 
fifty  to  sixty  trout  each  was  a  common  thing. 
"  Angling  Promotion  Club  "  !  This  is  the  name,  and 
I  am  disgusted  with  it.  I  am  told  there  were  dozens 
of  anglers  more  than  those  named  in  the  Standard. 
There  is  no  selling  of  fish.  What  did  they  do  with 
them  ?  They  provided  a  watcher  for  the  officials' 
own  use  in  carrying  their  baskets.  Worm-fishing 
will  soon  ruin  the  Cairn,  I  am  sure. — Yours  truly, 

F.  Douglas. 

The  following  extract  is  from  the  Dumfries  and 
Oalloway  Standard  of  May  16: — 

"  Angling. — Satvwday  was  the  first  day  of  the 
season  for  worm-fishing  in  the  Nith  and  its  tribu- 
taries, and  there  were  some  fine  catches  on  the 
club  water  on  the  Cairn.  Mr.  J.  Lammie  had  fifty- 
eight  trout,  Mr.  W.  Clark  fifty-six,  Mr.  T.  Trotter 
fifty-six,  andi^Mr.  Kennedy,  Mr.  Dick,  Mr.  Gray, 
ISIr  M'Aulay,  and  Mr.  Paterson  had  also  good 
baskets.  There  were  also  some  good  catches  on 
the  association  water." 

BASS,   TROUT.   AND   SALMON  FISHING 
WANTED  IN  JULY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  very  glad  if  you  would 
kindly  help  me  in  the  choice  of  a  place  out  of  Devon 
to  spend  July  at.  I  am  anxious  to  get,  if  possible, 
plenty  of  good  sea-fishing  for  bass,  combined  with 
good  trout  and  salmon  fishing,  the  latter  at  reason- 
able rates,  and  have  a  notion  that  Wales  or  the 
S.W.  or  W.  coast  of  Ireland  would  provide  such 
sport,  but  am  at  a  loss  to  decide  on  any  particular 
spot. 

Perhaps  some  of  your  readers  will  be  so  good  as 
to  help  me  from  past  experience.  Suggestions  and 
particulars  of  quarters,  expenses,  flies,  or  baits 
will  be  especially  helpful.  I  would  be  glad  also  to 
know  of  any  books  that  would  be  of  service. — Yours 
truly,  Sandeel. 

FISHING  NEAR  SYSTON,  LEICESTERSHIRE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  feel  greatly  obliged  if  any 
of  your  readers  could  give  me  any  information  as 
to  the  fishing  to  be  obtained  in  the  Syston  district 
of  Leicestershire — radius,  twenty  miles.  Trout 
and  fresh-water  fishing,  free  or  otherwise,  and  charges 
for  same.  I  shall  be  taking  a  holiday  in  these  parts 
in  the  middle  of  July  and  August.  Apologising  for 
troubling  you,  and  thanking  you  in  anticipation. — 
Yours  truly,  C.  R. 

WHAT  STREAM  IS  IT  ? 
Dear  Sir, — Wlien  travelling  from  Dieppe  to 
Paris  I  have  often  noticed  a  beautiful  stream 
running  parallel  with  the  railway  for  some  miles 
on  its  western  side,  and  on  several  occasions  I  have 
noticed  men  fly-fishing  on  it.  I  have  tried  to  find 
out  particulars  as  to  the  fishing  in  the  stream,  and 
have  failed.  I  should  be  very  grateful  if  any  of 
your  readers  could  inform  me  whether  it  is  a  trout 
stream,  whether  fishing  in  it  is  available,  what 
flies  should  be  used,  and  where  one  can  stay. — 
Yours  truly,  E.  P.  Wethered. 

WARM   WATERPROOF   FISHING  BOOTS 
WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  very  glad  if  some  of  your 
readers  could  give  me  any  information  as  to  the 
best  description  of  footwear  for  fishing  from  the 
banks  of  a  river.  I  am  well  accustomed  to  wading, 
and  can  keep  my  feet  warm  and  dry  wherever  I 
can  vise  waders,  but  in  the  case  of  a  river  6ft.  or  8ft. 
deep,  with  almost  perpendicular  banks,  waders  are 
a  useless  weight  ;  yet  with  ordinary  boots,  even 
thickly  soled,  cold  and  damp  make  their  way 
through  to  one's  feet,  and  this,  in  the  course  of 
a  long  day's  fishing,  is  apt  to  be  prejudiciaj  to  one's 
health. 

What  is  wanted  is  a  boot  that  is  absolutely 
waterproof,  in  which  one  can  stand  on  damp  grass 


or  a  niuddy  reed-bed  an  inch  deep  in  water  all  day 
long,  and  keep  one's  feet  perfectly  dry,  and  yet  not 
too  heavy  to  walk  about  in.  India-rubber  boots, 
of  comse,  keep  water  and  damp  out,  but  they  are 
not  durable,  especially  if  used  on  hard  roads. 
Porpoise-hide  shooting-boots  are  very  durable,  but  I 
doubt  if  they  will  keep  out  damp  if  xised  for  a  whole 
day.  No  doubt  some  of  your  readers,  especially 
those  who  go  in  much  for  coarse  fishing  in  winter, 
have  solved  this  question  satisfactorily,  and  I 
should  be  much  obliged  for  any  information  on  the 
svibject. — Yours  trulj',  J.  W.  Parkin. 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  IN  SCOTLAND  IN 
AUGUST. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  any  of  your  readers  tell  me  if 
there  is  any  good  fishing  (sea  and  brown  trout)  to 
be  had  in  the  south-west  of  Scotland  in  August  ? 

It  must  be  near  a  good  hotel  or  inn,  in  a  picturesque 
and  interesting  district,  as  some  of  the  party  are  not 
enthiisiastie  fishermen  (women).  I  have  been  told 
Dairy  is  a  charming  spot,  but  does  it  fulfil  above 
requirements  ?  Failing  this  district,  I  should  be 
glad  to  hear  of  suitable  places  anywhere  within 
eight  or  ten  hours'  rail  of  Lancaster. — Yours  truly, 

Lanca.strian. 


UNDYED  HOMESPUN  CLOTH. 

De.\r  Sir, — Can  any  of  your  readers  inform  me 
where  I  can  obtain  this  material  ?  I  can  get  plenty 
of  choice  in  ordinary  homespuns  with  patterns 
woven  in  dyed  yarn,  but  I  desire  a  plain  cloth  in 
light  fawn  or  brown,  hut  not  the  yellow  tint  of 
khaki. — Yours  truly.  Homespun. 


FISHING  IN  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Dear  Sir, — Perhaps  some  reader  will  kindly 
oblige  me  in  the  following  matter  V  I  want  to  know 
of  a  good  centre  in  the  Lake  District  for  trout- 
fishing,  if  possible,  sea-trout  fishing,  with  the 
chance  of  a  salmon,  but  failing  that,  good  brown 
trout  fishing.  A  friend  and  I  propose  going  there 
for  two  or  three  months,  from  Aug.  1  next,  and 
thought  of  Keswick  as  a  centre,  but  if  you  know  of  a 
better  one,  kindly  tell  me.  We  want  good  accom- 
modationin  privaterooms — not  an  hotel  or  boarding- 
house — and  my  friend  wants  to  be  near  golf  links, 
and  in  a  place  where  he  can  have  boating,  driving 
excursions,  etc.  I  have  the  "  Angler's  Diary," 
published  by  the  Field. — Yours  truly.  Goshawk. 

A  STOCKING  QUERY. 

De.4lR  Sir, — Could  any  reader  tell  me  what  is  the 
right  proportion  of  two-year-old  trout  to  fry  ?  Is 
not  1000  two-year-olds  to  5000  fry  too  email  ? 
Could  this  proportion  be  increased  by  wiring  over 
the  ponds  ? — Yours  truly,  W.  K.  M. 

A  DIVING  CAT. 

Dear  Sir, — Apropos  of  the  incident  related  last 
week  under  the  above  heading,  the  following  may 
sound  rather  a  tall  story,  but  I  imolicitly  believe  it 
because  the  eye-witness  who  told  me  was  quite 
incapable  of  telling  anything  but  the  truth,  and  was 
very  observant  of  Nature  and  natural  history.  He 
was  driving  me  along  the  road,  by  the  side  of  which 
ran  a  small  stream,  which  is  now  a  well-known 
trout  stream.  It  was  thirty  years  ago.  Pointing  with 
his  whip  to  the  opposite  bank,  just  above  a  mill,  my 
friend  said  he  once  saw  a  very  curious  thing  happen 
there.  A  cat  was  crawling  along  the  edge,  evidently 
stalking  something,  when  flop  went  a  vole  into  the 
water  and  disappeared.  In  a  moment  the  cat  had 
phuiged  right  in,  and  came  up  with  the  vole  in  its 
mouth. — Yours  trvily,  E.  M. 


USE  OF  MINNOWS  AS  BAIT  IN  CLOSE 
SEASON. 

Dear  Sib, — It  is  generally  known  to  anglers  that 
it  is  illegal  to  take  coarse  fish  (including  minnows) 
in  the  Thames  district  between  mid-March  and  mid- 
Jmie,  and  I  would  be  glad  to  know  if  the  same  law 
applies  to  all  other  waters  in  England. 

The  London  tackle  firnvs  refuse  to  supply  pre- 
served mirmows  during  above  close  season,  and  as 
natural  minnows  can  be  easily  procured  here,  the 
question  arises,  is  it  lawful  to  fish  with  them  ?  Some 
contend  that  the  law  does  not  prevent  the  angler 
from  using  the  minnows  as  bait  for  trout  and 
salmon,  but  I  imagine  if  it  applies  to  the  catching 
of  them  it  would  apply  to  the  use  of  them  also,  and 
as  there  is  a  little  discussion  going  on  I  would  feel 
obliged  if  you  would  help  us  to  a  right  conclusion. 
— Yoiu-s  truly,  James  Callaghan. 

[The  act  allows  the  capture  of  minnows  and  other 
fish  for  use  as  bait  ;  but  there  must  be  no  selling  or 
offering  for  sale,  dead  or  alive,  pickled  or  potted, 
English  or  foreign — in  fact,  it  is  risky  to  sell  an 
artificial  bait  in  the  fence  months. — Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  THE  HEBRIDES. 

Dear  Sir, — Would  any  of  your  readers  be  good 
enough  to  give  information  as  to  sea-trout  fishinjj; 
and  the  comfort  of  hotels  in  the  Hebrides  ?  1 
should  like  to  know  the  best  place  to  go  to  and  thii 
right  month.  For  choice,  river  fishing.  Is  the 
Blackwater,  in  Lewis,  good,  and  not  overcrowded  '.' 
Other  particulars  as  to  the  attractions  of  the  placr 
would  be  interesting. — Yours  truly,  S.  T. 

THE  "  SYNGE  "  FISHING  BAG. 

Dear  Sir, — I  notice  in  the  Fishing  OazeMc  of 
May  23  that  there  is  a  note  from  Harrods,  Ltd., 
inquiring  about  the  "  Synge  "  fishing-bag.  It  can 
be  obtained  from  Mr.  W.  J.  Cummins,  Bisho|) 
Auckland,  or  London  agents,  the  Wilkinson  Sword 
Co.,  27,  Pall-mall,  S.W.  I  bought  one  five  or  six 
years  ago,  and  have  used  notlxing  else  since.  It  is  a 
splendid  article ;  there  are  really  two  bags  in  one, 
each  compartment  equal  in  size,  capable  of  carrying 
a  pair  of  waders,  brogues,  etc.,  in  one  division,  in 
the  other  there  are  loops  for  flask  and  fishing-book, 
and  any  other  things,  as  luncheon,  etc.  The  bag 
is  made  of  strong  material,  which  washes  admirably, 
and  so  any  fishy  smell  can  be  easily  got  rid  of  after 
removing  the  fish.  There  is  a  capital  shoulder-strap, 
to  which  is  attached  a  brass  ring,  through  which 
the  handle  of  the  net  can  be  slung.  The  strap  is 
attached  by  two  strong  brass  spring  hooks  to  the 
centre  of  the  bag. 

In  all  my  fishing  excursions  I  have  found  it  a 
treasure.    The  price  is  10s.  fid. — Yours  truly. 

M.  R.  Fairer. 

LANDING-NET  CARRIER. 

De.'V.r  Sir, — The  single-ring  plan  of  carrying  a 
landing-net,  no  matter  how  the  ring  may  be  affixed, 
is  open  to  one  very  serious  objection — the  handle 
dangles  about,  and  if  it  be  fairly  long  there  is  always 
the  possibility  that  when  least  expected  it  will 
entrap  the  angler's  legs,  with  more  or  less  undesirable 
results.  I  have  found  the  two  rings  or  loops  of 
which  you  speak  preferable.  They  at  least  keep 
the  handle  fixed  in  one  direction. 

The  only  drawback  is  in  the  fumbling  often 
necessary  before  the  second  ring  can  be  found  when 
returning  the  net  after  use.  Of  com-se,  we  can  all 
do  it  neatly  and  quickly  at  home  while  a  friend 
steadies  the  rings  or  holds  open  the  loops.  Standing 
in  the  midst  of  a  rushing  stream  attempting  to 
perform  the  feat  with  one  hand  isn't  quite  the  same 
thing. 

This,  no  doubt,  is  a  trifling  fault  where  one  fish 
per  week  is  good  fishing,  but  in  places  where  a  good 
catch  means  so  many  dozen  it  is  apt  to  become  an 
irritating  waste  of  time. 

My  landing-handle  measures  46in.,  and  for 
several  years  the  following  method  of  carrying  it 
has  served  very  well : — 

A  tube  (hollow  cane)  about  6in.  long  and  of 
sufficient  diameter  to  take  the  landing-handle  easily. 
In  fixing  the  tube  neither  ingenuity  nor  mechanical 
skill  are  required.  A  leather  bootlace  passed  from 
end  to  end  through  it  and  firmly  tied  to  the  basket 
or  elsewhere  holds  the  tube  in  the  position  and  at 
the  angle  desired.  The  net  is  then  handy  to  get 
out  and  easy  to  slip  back  again.  Perfect  !  Well, 
the  handle,  if  lengthy,  sticks  out  a  bit,  naturally, 
and  when  on  the  bank  might  conceivably  trip  up 
the  man  who  comes  to  inspect  one's  ticket,  but  the 
angler  who  has  been  used  to  free  fishing  won't  let 
a  little  thing  like  that  worry  him. — Yours  truly, 

A.  N.  Wilson. 

FISHING  NEAR  OXFORD  IN  JULY. 
Dear  Sib, — I  am  taking  my  holidays  the  last 
two  weeks  in  July  at  some  spot  on  the  Thames 
above  Oxford,  and  should  be  glad  if  any  of  yom 
readers  could  give  me  information  of  any  good  free 
fishing  to  be  had.  Distance  from  station  is  of  no 
object,  but  lodging  should  be  near  the  river. — 
Yours  truly,  Oscar  Reed. 


TROUT-FISHING  NEAR  CORK. 

Dear  Sir,  —  "  Alpha "  should  write  to  the 
Secretary,  St.  Ann's  Hill,  Blarney,  Cork,  who  will 
give  him  every  information  respecting  the  free 
trout-fishing.  The  terms  at  the  hydro  at  St.  Ann's 
are  very  reasonable. — Yours  truly. 

Black  Gnat. 


SEA-TROUT  FISHING  IN  AUGUST. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
tell  me  of  any  place  on  the  west  coast  of  Ireland 
or  on  the  northerly  coasts  of  Scotland  where  I 
would  be  most  likely  to  find  good  sea-trout  fishing 
in  August  ? — Yours  truly  J.  P. 

Harrogate. 

{Several  letters  a/re  held  over.) 
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The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  tlie  Railway  Bookstalls  o(  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith 
and  Son  and  Slessrs.  Wyman  and  Sons,  and  of  the  principal 
Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and  the 
Provinces. 

In  Scotland  the  FiSHINO  Gazbttb  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs 
Menzies  and  Mr.  R.  Graham's  principal  Bookstalls  and  of 
the  chief  Newsagents.  Where  not  regularly  on  sale,  the 
paper  can  always  be  had  to  order. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOE. 


A  Note  from  Lough  Derg. 

Mr.  David  Pine  writes : — 

"  The  tiny  snapshot  in  the  corner  represents 
five  Derg  trout  (largest,  6Alb.)  caught  before  twelve 
o'clock  one  morning.  The  fishing  is  magnificent, 
and  you  have  to  fish  awfully  fine  to  get  the  big 
ones.  Some  of  these  fish  give  me  fifteen  to  twenty 
minutes'  most  exciting  play,  and  rush  off  eighty 
yards  of  line  like  lightning.  The  trout  are  this 
year  in  finer  condition  than  ever,  and  the  colouring 
is  superb.  There  are  many  varieties  of  trout  in 
Derg — some  a  most  brilliant  orange  with  intensely 
bkck  spots  as  large  as  a  threepenny  bit,  some  are 
quite  a  rich  brown,  growing  into  olive  at  the  back, 
with  brilliant  red  spots.  One  variety  is  quite  white 
—a  silvery  white — and  looks  just  like  a  salmon. 
These  '  lads '  are  the  ones  to  fight  and  run  ;  they 
also  are  adepts  at  '  lepping,'  and  are  up  in  the  air 
continually.  I  had  twenty  minutes  with  one  of 
only  61b.,  but  he  kept  me  busy,  and  when  landed 
looked  a  perfect  gentleman,  with  the  smallest  head 
imaginable  and  'busting'  with  May  Fly." 


The  May  Fly  and  other  Flies  on  the  Kennet 

Mr.  G.  E.  M.  Skues  writes  on  June  1 : 
"It  looks  to  me  as  if  the  May  Fly  on  the 
Lower  Kennet  were  going  to  be  a  failure  again 
and  were  already  over.  There  were  a  few  on 
Saturday,  and  only  eight  in  an  hour  on  Sunday, 
and  not  a  fin  moving  to  the  fly  in  the  river  on 
either  day.  I  confess  myself  utterly  puzzled.  If 
it  is  not  all  over  it  is  most  curious.  The  odd  thing 
is  that  the  show  of  other  flies  was  stupendous — 
Alders  very  large  and  numerous,  a  Red  Sedge, 
Black  Silverhorns,  Brown  Silverhorns,  Hawthorn, 
Black  Gnat,  Coch-y-Bondhu,  Iron  Blue  and  Jenny 
Spinner,  large  Pale  Olive  and  Red  Spinner,  Blue- 
winged  Olive,  little  May  Dun  and  its  ginger  spinners, 
and  gnats  innumerable.  On  the  canal  the  chub 
were  extremely  busy.  I  could  not  resist  the 
temptation  to  try  one  with  an  Alder,  and  he  took 
it  first  offer  (2flb.).  If  it  had  been  on  the  river 
I  should  have  knocked  him  on  the  head  ;  as 
it  was  the  canal,  he  returned  to  his  native  element. 
If  you  have  any  news  of  the  May  Ply  in  the  Lower 
Kennet  I  should  like  it.  I  feel  very  much  sold 
if  it  is  all  over." 


Salmon  and  Sea-Trout  Fishing  in  North  of 
Scotland. 

Mr.  George  Morrison,  of  the  Caledonian  Hotel, 
Ullapool,  N.B.,  writes  on  May  18:— 

"  I  may  mention  that  I  have  just  taken  a  good 
salmon,  grilse,  and  sea-trout  river  and  loch  for 
the  months  of  June  and  July.  All  trout-fishing 
free,  all  boats  free,  only  a  charge  of  10s.  per 
salmon,  and  the  salmon  as  a  rule  are  large — 161b. 
to  201b.  You  can  with  confidence  recommend  any 
friend  to  come  here  for  Jime  and  July  for  good 
sport.  August  and  September  quite  good  for 
brown  trout,  but  I  have  only  the  salmon  for 
June  and  July." 


"Fly- Float"  for  Floating  Lines. 

Mr.  Percy  Wadham  wi-ites : — 
"Since  my  remarks  in  a  recent  number  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  on  that  capital  stufiE  called  '  Fly- 
Float,'  put  on  the  market  by  Mr.  J.  Craig,  of  1, 
Lindsay-road,  Dublin,  he  has  sent  me,  to  test,  some 
of  the  same  mixture,  only  of  much  stouter  con- 
sistency, to  see  if  it  is  of  any  good  for  floating  lines, 
and,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  it  makes  the  line  as  buoyant 
as  it  does  the  flies.  I.  used  a  heavy -tapered  new 
fly-line  which  had  not  been  previously  greased, 
and  applied  some  of  the  '  Fly-Float '  on  a  piece  of 
kid  glove.  The  line  was  only  greased  once  (on  the 
first  day),  yet  I  have  fished  on  three  different  days 
with  it,  caught  eight  brace  of  trout,  and  the  line 
was  still  floating  well  when  I  left  off. 

"Mr. Craig  says  he  does  not  think  there  is  anything 
in  the  grease  that  would  be  injurious  to  the  line. 
There  are,  as  you  know,  one  or  two  greases  used  for 
floating  lines  which,  after  a  little  use,  become 
what  we  used  to  term  when  I  was  learning  the  art 
of  French-polishing  '  sweaty '  or  '  fatty,'  and  it 
is  impossible  to  '  shoot '  your  fly-line  when  it  is 
dressed  with  the  stuff,  and  you  have  to  clean  it  off 
with  a  rag  dipped  in  petrol.  This  '  sweatiness ' 
sometimes  takes  two  or  three  weeks  before  it  de- 
velops, and  so,  of  course,  I  have  not  had  Mr. 
Craig's  concoction  long  enough  to  find  this  out, 
but  I  should  hardly  think  it  will  have  this  fault'. 
I  think  it  would  be  as  well  if  Mr.  Craig  made  the 
'  Line-Float '  a  little  heavier,  or  perhaps  in  the  hot 
weather  it  may  be  a  little  too  soft.  By  the  way, 
have  you  noticed  what  large  brushes  the  makers 
attach  to  the  corks  in  the  bottles  of  dressings  for 
dry-flies  ?— big  enough  to  tar  a  house.  I  should 
have  thought  the  smallest  size  camel-hair  brush 
would  have  been  big  enough,  as  it  does  not  take 
very  long  to  paint  a  000  fly.  But  perhaps  the 
manufacturers  of  the  stuff  are  like  the  mustard 
firms,  and  make  their  money  out  of  what  is  wasted." 

The  June  Number  of  the  "  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Quarterly." 

The  June  number  of  the  quarterly  journal  of  the 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  contains  reprints  of 
papers  read  before  the  society  and  "Occasional 
Notes  "  on  subjects  of  interest  to  sea  anglers.  In 
a  pleasant  essay  on  "  Curiosities  of  the  Crustacea." 
Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  mentions  a  natural  history  note 
wliich  is  new  to  me.  He  says :  "  The  notion  that 
crabs  and  shrimps  can  make  music  for  one  another 
may  appear  strange,  but  it  has  been  proved  beyond 
the  possibility  of  doubt."   Among  other  instances, 


ho  mentions  that  of  a  red  ocypode,  a  large  active 
land  crab,  which  has  a  peculiar  rasp  and  scraper 
on  two  joints  of  its  larger  claw.  It  uses  this  to 
warn  othci'  crabs  away  from  its  particular  burrow. 
Ml-.  Minchin  says  that  even  deep-sea  crabs  have  been 
found  with  apparatus  for  making  noises,  and  "  as 
both  sexes  are  thus  provided,  it  must  be  for  the 
jjurpose  of  protection  and  not  for  courtship."  Wliy 
not '!  One  of  the  "  Occasional  Notes  "  is  about  tho 
fish  hog  («S'm.s'  scrofa  piscatorius),  who,  according  to 
the  organ  of  the  American  fish  trade,  kills  "  a  dozen 
or  a  bundled  tuna,  yellowtail,  albacore,  jewfish,  etc., 
has  them  hung  up  and  photographed  with  himself 
standing  beside  tlwsm,  and  then  hires  the  guide  to 
go  and  bury  them."  This  leads  the  editor  of  the 
B.S.A.S.  Quarterly  to  tell  a  story  of 

"  One  of  the  Most  Remarkable  Freaks  on 
Record." 

The  "  freak  "  is  said  to  have  been  admitted  as  a 
great  favour  to  a  day's  pike  fishing  on  a  strictly- 
preserved  water.  At  the  end  of  the  day  he  "  found 
himself  with  a  sack  containing  about  a  hundred- 
weight of  pike,  nearly  all  of  which  were  still  alive. 
He  calmly  emptied  the  sack  into  the  best  reach  of 
the  host's  trout  stream,  saying  that  he  hoped  he 
had  helped  the  poor  cottagers  on  the  banks  to  some 
good  coarse  fishing."  This  "  freak  "  is  described  as 
being  astonished  at  being  refused  when  he  asked 
for  permission  for  another  day's  pike  fishing  in  his 
host's  pike  lake.  The  editor  of  the  B.S.A.S. 
Quarterly  adds  :  "  But  this  was  a  fresh-water  man. 
It  is  hoped  that  sea  anglers  are  less  j)orcine  in  their 
pleasures."  I  think  the  comment  of  fresh-water 
anglers  will  be  that  they  disbelieve  that  any  angler, 
fresh  or  salted,  would  be  such  an  ass  as  to  act  in 
the  way  described. 


The  Thames  and  Its  Trout. 

In  his  interesting  "  By  Lake,  River,  and  Sea  " 
notes,  in  the  Daily  Telegraph  of  May  29,  John 
Bickerdyke  says : — 

"  Thames  trouting  has  been  really  excellent 
during  the  last  week  or  ten  days,  and  it  is  extremely 
pleasant  to  find  oneself  in  the  position  of  having 
been  a  true  prophet  when  the  prophecy  is  one 
relating  to  good  things.  In  the  Lower  Thames — that 
is  to  say,  below  Staines — no  less  than  thi-ee  fish  of 
51b.  or  so  each  have  been  taken,  the  happy  captors 
being  Mr.  P.  Hill,  Mr.  Burton,  and  Mr.  Lukyn.  At 
Cookham  a  trout  of  nearly  6lb.  has  been  caught,  and 
one  of  fully  that  weight  at  Marlow.  Men  travel  to 
the  confines  of  the  United  Kingdom  to  catch  smaller 
fish  than  these.  The  water  is  now,  of  course,  getting 
somewhat  clear,  but  there  is  plenty  of  it,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  that,  given  not  too  bright  nor  too  cold 
weather,  a  good  many  fish  will  be  caught  within  the 
next  three  weeks.  There  is  a  very  fair  chance  of  a 
trout  at  any  of  the  weir  pools  between  Teddington 
and  Pangbourne.  Between  Pangbourne  and  Oxford 
the  only  pool  that  I  could  recommend  is  that  at 
Benson,  which  is  fed  by  a  small  trout-stream  coming 
down  from  the  ancient  village  of  Ewehne." 

What  struck  me  as  curious  was  that  John  Bicker- 
dyke  should  refer  to  the  capture  in  a  week  or  ten 
days  in  the  Thames  of  three  trout  of  5lb.  or  so  as 
"really  excellent  sport" — "In  the  Thames,  below 
Staines,  no  less  than  three  fish  of  5lb.  or  so  have  been 
taken."  If  the  limit  of  size  below  which  Thames 
trout  must  not  be  taken  were  reduced  to,  say,  13in., 
or  to  what  it  is  on  any  other  trout  water  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  including  Blagdon  Lake,  then  the 
Thames  would  in  a  year  or  two  become  one  of  the 
best  trout  rivers  in  the  kingdom,  because  it  would 
pay  to  stock  it  adequately. 

Messrs.  Ogden  and  Scotford  at  the  Franco- 
British  Exhibition. 

In  a  hurried  look  round  at  the  Exhibition,  I 
failed  to  notice  that  ilcssrs.  Ogden  and  Scotford, 
of  Pittville,  Cheltenham,  have  an  exhibit  of  fishing 
rods  and  tackle  at  the  Stadium. 

Elan  Valley,  Rhayader,  Radnorshire. 

Our  readers  who  want  information  about  the 
trout  fishing  in  the  reservoirs,  streams,  and  lakes, 
the  property  of  the  Birmingham  Corporation, 
should  make  a  note  of  the  company's  advertisement 
in  our  columns.  Last  season  5.52.3  trout,  weighing 
27501b.,  were  registered  as  being  taken,  and 
doubtless  a  great  many  more  were  taken  but  not 
recorded.  E.  B.  Marston. 
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THE 


MALLOCH"  CASTING 
KEEL. 


Since  it  first  came  out,  and  especially  recently, 
several  improvements  have  been  made  in  the 
"  Malloch  "  casting  reel,  perhaps  the  chief  being  a 
reversible  drum,  by  means  of  which  you  can 
instantly  change,  and  so  take  out  any  tendency  to 
kink ;  there  is  also  a  new  optional  check  and  an 
improved  pivot.  With  reference  to  what  was, 
until  the  reversible  drum  was  introduced,  a  draw- 
back, namely,  the  kink  or  twist  put  into  the  line, 
Mr.  Malloch  says  : — 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston,— Many  people  think  that 
because  my  reel  puts  on  a  twist  on  the  line  every 
time  a  cast  is  made  that  this  twist  goes  on 
continually  and  is  not  rectified.  If  all  anglers 
would  do  what  I  ask  them  to  do — put  a  double 
swivel  permanently  on  their  main  line  twelve 
inches  above  their  trace  or  cast — they  could  cast  all 
day  long  and  not  be  troubled  with  kinking.  Now 
I  do  not  care  what  plan  you  adopt,  the  action  of 
the  line  coming  through  the  water  takes  all  the 
twists  out  of  the  line  and  is  corrected  for  the  next 
cast.  I  can  go  on  all  day  long  and  never  have  a 
single  kink,  so  can  all  anglers  who  understand  this. 
To  rectify  kinking  I  had  a  reversible  drum  made. 
This  takes  all  the  twists  out  of  the  line.  This  re- 
versing of  the  drum  only  requires  to  be  done  when 
kinks  trouble  anyone  ;  but  with  me  I  never  reverse 
the  drum,  as  I  do  not  require  it.    Every  line  that  is 


The  Improved  "  Malloch  "  Casting  Reel. 

lUustratiijii  to  show  how  the  reel  is  tiinieil,  an<l  the  voil  ami 
line  held  (the  latter  betweei]  the  thiiiiib  ami  tiiif;er),  when  you 
are  about  to  make  a  east.  N.B.— The  reel  <loes  not  revolve 
(lurinj;  the  cast.  After  making  the  cast  (which  cannot  result 
in  any  over-run)  you  merely  turn  the  reel  and  wind  in. 

drawn  off  the  end  of  a  reel  puts  twists  into  the 
line ;  and,  as  I  say,  the  line  will  always  rectify 
itself  if  swivels  are  put  on  the  main  line.  The 
twists  have  sufficient  power  to  turn  the  swivel,  and 
the  line  is  righted.  If  you  do  not  have  a  swivel 
on  the  main  line,  and  you  have  a  lopsided  lead  on 
your  cast,  then  you  would  be  certain  to  get  into  a 
mess.  The  line  would  not  have  sufficient  power  to 
turn  the  lead.  Then,  again,  if  you  are  trolling  with 
a  line  behind  a  boat  that  has  less  resistance  than 
your  trace,  with  Archer  or  round  leads,  your  line 
gets  turned  round  instead  of  the  swivels,  and  your 
line  gets  kinked  up  to  your  reel  without  any  cast 
being  made." 

The  accompanying  illustrations  of  Mr.  P.  D. 
Malloch  casting  with  his  capital  reel  were  too  late 
for  last  week,  so  I  repeat  what  he  said  as  to  a  few 
simple  precautions  to  be  taken  when  using  it 
which  do  away  with  the  "  kink  "  difficulty. 

K.  B.  M. 


FISHING  IN  THE  EIVEE  WYE. 

In  the  Court  of  Appeal,  on  Mav  28,  before  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  and  Lords  Justices  Bueltloy 
and  Kennedy,  the  hearing  was  resumed  of  the 
appeal  of  the  Earl  of  Clie.sterfield  from  a  decision  of 
Mr.  Justice  Neville  in  the  case  of  the  Earl  of  Chester- 
field and  Dame  .A^lice  Madeline  Foster  v.  Harris  and 
another.  Mr.  Justice  Neville  had  held  tliat  the 
defendants  were  entitled  to  fish  in  part  of  the  River 
Wye  as  freeholders  of  the  manor  of  Wormelow,  and 
dismissed  the  plaintiffs'  apphcation  for  an  injunction 
to  restrain  the  defendants  from  trespassing  upon 
the  plaintiffs'  land,  and  from  fishing  and  carrying 
away  fish  from  a  portion  of  the  River  Wye. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  arguments,  judgment  was 
reserved. 


HOW  TO  USE  THE  "MALLOCH"  CASTING  REEL  (FIRST  POSITION). 


HOW  TO  USE  THE  "MALLOCH"  CASTING  REEL  (SECOND  POSITION). 


HOW  TO  USE  THE  "MALLOCH"  CASTING  REEL  (THIRD  POSITION, 
WINDING  IN  THE  LINE). 
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THE  NEW  YOEK  ANGLEES' 
CLUB  TOURNAMENT. 


The  third  annual  tournament  of  the  Anglers" 
Club  of  New-  York  was  held  on  the  Harlem  Mere, 
in  Central  Park,  May  14,  15,  and  16.  The  weather 
conditions  on  the  first  two  days  were  very  un- 
favourable, and  on  the  last  day  they  were  fair,  but 
the  attendance,  of  course,  was  not  what  it  would 
hav }  been  had  fair  skies  instead  of  a  steady  shower 
been  vouchsafed. 

Despite  these  facts,  says  Forest  and  Stream,  the 
scores  made  were  remarkable,  9,nd  a  number  of  club 
and  national '  records  were  broken.  Old  England, 
the  New  England,  the  Atlantic  and  the  Middle 
States  were  represented,  and  all  of  the  visitors  went 
home  with  trophies  as  proof  of  their  skill.  The 
Southern  New  Jersey  towns,  where  surf-casting 
for  striped  bass  is  a  very  popular  mode  of  fishing, 
sent  a  large  delegation  of  anglers,  and  the  best 
casters  made  scores  of  which  they  may  well  be  proud. 
Wilfred  M.  Plevins,  of  Northern  England,  whose 
principal  recreation  is  salmon  fishing,  came  over  a 
few  days  before  the  tournament  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  taking  a  part  in  it  and  learning  American  methods 
in  view  of  the  part  he  intends  to  take  in  the  London 
tournament  in  July,  and  he  went  home  on  Saturday 
carrying  with  him  his  first  prize  in  the  novice 
single -hand  fly -casting,  and  first  jJiize  in  the  salmon 
event.  Call  J.  McCarthy  came  from  Boston  and 
B.  F.  Flegel  from  Warren,  Ohio,  and  both  won  im- 
portant events. 

The  members  showed  the  benefits  of  wider  ex- 
perience in  their  averages,  although  none  of  them 
had  had  any  practice  until  a  fortnight  prior  to  the 
tournament.  Fev/  who  assisted  with  the  hard  work 
necessary  to  make  an  affair  of  this  sort  a  success 
were  able  to  cast  with  credit  to  themselves,  and  in 
the  rain  of  the  first  two  days  it  was  difficult  to 
carry  the  pLOgramme  through  to  a  successful  con- 
clusion. In  a  place  so  public  as  the  Mere,  wliich 
is  alongside  densely-populated  upper  Fifth  Avenue, 
it  is  diffisult  to  manage  a  casting  competition,  but  the 
Park  Department  gave  valuable  assistance,  and 
its  watchmen  and  the  police  kept  order  in  the  crowd 
of  youngsters  and  idlers  who,  as  well  as  anglers, 
were  attracted  to  the  lakeside,  particularly  on 
Saturday  afternoon.  At  that  time  the  crowd  was 
very  large,  and  the  patrolmen  had  to  use  their 
sticks  at  times  to  prevent  the  small  onlookers 
from  being  crowded  into  the  lake. 

The  most  noteworthy  casting  was  that  of  Dr. 
R.  J.  Held,  who  established  a  new  record  of  161ft. 
with  \oz.  weight,  a  new  club  record  of  205ft.  With 
ioz.  weight,  and  a  national  record  of  196ift.,  the 
average  of  five  consecutive  casts.  Then  W.  J. 
Ehrich  cast  a  \oz.  weight  '200ft.  2in.  in  the  novice 
event.  Next  came  Wilfred  M.  Plevins'  cast  of 
129ft.  ^vith  a  15ft.  salmon  rod,  a  nation  il 
record  for  amateurs,  and  E.  J.  Mil  s  professional 
rec  ^rd  of  140ft.  with  15ft.  salmon  rod.  King  Smith's 
93|ft.  with  a  5oz.  fly-rod  Was  also  excellent,  and 
the  work  of  E.  H.  Merritt,  who  cast  227ft.  with  a 
surf-rod  and  2|oz.  weight,  and  averaged  2l5ift., 
was  the  best  that  has  been  done  in  this  style  of 
casting  in  r^c^nt  years,  at  least  in  a  public  com- 
petition :  — 

May  14,  First  Event. 

William  J.  Ehrich  established  a  new  club  record 
in  the  opening  event,  which  was  bait-casting  for 
novices  who  had  never  cast  more  than  150ft. 
Half-ounce  weights  were  used,  the  best  single  cast 
out  of  five  to  count.  Tlie  judges  were  E.  H.  Myer 
and  Harry  Friedman ;  referee,  Dr.  R.  J.  Held. 
There  were  two  cups  and  four  merchandise  prizes. 
Scores,  in  feet :  — 

Best  i:ast. 

W.  J.  Ehrieh  ..  190  19.')  178  200-2  125  200-2 
A.  iJ.  Marsh  ..  170  173  154  110  70  173 
JohnL.  Kirk  ..  127  120  —  —  165  165 
W.  M.  Plevins  .  .  137  98  148  150  50  150 
Edward  F.Todd  120  *25  127  140  —  140 
Dr.  C.  A.  Heller    85     87     15     20       20  87 

Event  2,  Trout  Fly,  Novices. 
W.  M.  Plevins,  of  England,  won  the  novice  fly 
event  with  90ft.  F.  E.  Wood  took  second  cup. 
There  were  four  prize  winners.  Open  to  those  who 
had  never  cast  more  than  75ft.  Rods  and  leaders 
unlimited.    The  scores,  in  feet : — 

W.  M.  Plevins  .  .  90  Walter  McGuckin  79 
F.  E.  Wood         .  .     84        Harry  Friedman  .  .  75 

Qttarter-Otince  Distance  Bait. 

Event  3  was  bait-casting  with  ^oz.  weights 


Dr.  R.  J.  Held  established  a  new  national  record 
scoring  161ft.,  a  remarkable  cast  under  the  diffi,cult 
conditions,  as  a  very  erratic  wind  was  blowing  at 
the  time.  He  won  a  cup  and  a  high-grade  reel. 
Edward  B.  Rice,  who  cast  142ft.,  took  second  cup 
and  a  pair  of  wading  stockings.  Thi'cc  other 
prizes  were  awarded.  The  judges  were  Walter 
McGuckin  and  L.  S.  Darling ;  referee,  Dr.  John 
Howe.    Scores,  in  feet : — 

Best  cast. 

R.J.  Held  ..  141  153  111  122  161  161 
E.B.Rice  ..  120  142  98  50  127  142 
A.  J.  Marsh  ..  130  118  —  126  126  130 
Harrv  Friedman  85  128  40  —  93  128 
E.  F.  Todd  .  .  89  50  98  —  93  98 
C.J.  McCarthy       —       4     20     30     50  50 

Salmon-Fly  Casting. 

The  fourth  event  was  the  most  exciting  one  that 
has  been  held  on  the  Harlem  Mere  in  a  long  time. 
It  was  salmon-fly  casting  with  15ft.  rods,  open  to 
all,  ten  minutes'  time  being  allowed,  with  no 
allowances  for  personal  accidents.  The  sky  was 
dark  and  threatening,  rain  fell  at  intervals,  and  the 
wind  eddying  round  the  houses  and  trees  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  lake  was  favourable  one  moment, 
and  decidedly  unfavourable  the  next.  W.  M. 
Plevins,  using  a  spliced  greenheart  rod,  won  the 
first  amateur  prize  with  129ft.  Call  J.  McCarthy, 
of  Boston,  with  a  greenheart  rod,  cast  124ft.  E.  J. 
Mills  won  the  professional  prize  cup  with  140ft. 
George  LaBranche  and  Perry  Frazer  tied  for  third 
amateur  prize  with  116ft.,  the  former  using  Mr. 
Plevins'  rod  and  the  latter  a  split-bamboo  rod. 
They  cast  of!  the  tie  in  the  rain  just  before  dark. 
Frazer  scored  112|ft.,  but  his  cast  was  not  allowed, 
as  the  flv  was  whipped  off,  and  he  retired  with 
109'2-ft.  LaBranche,  using  a  cane  rod  this  time, 
scored  112|ft.  also,  but  this  cast  was  also  lost  for 
the  same  reason,  and  he  retired  with  109|ft.  The 
final  tie  was  east  oft"  later  in  the  tournament.  The 
scores,  in  feet :  — 

Best  cast. 
..129 
..124 
.116 
..116 
.  .  109 
.  .  108 


W.  M.  Plevins.  amateiir 
C.  .1.  McCarthy,  amateur 
Perry  1).  Frazer.  amateur 
George  LaBranche.  amateur 
John  L.  Kirk,  amateur 
W.  J.  Ehrich,  amateur 
Tie  : 

Frazer  . .  . .  109i  LaBranche 
E.  J.  Mills,  professional  cup .  . 


109i 
140" 


Judges :  E.  H.  Myer  and  E.  B.  Rice  ;  referee, 
Dr.  C.  A.  Heller. 

Event  Five,  May  15. 

Rain  fell  all  day  on  Friday.  The  .steady  cold 
drizzle  and  attendant  discomforts  ctit  down  the 
averages  in  all  events,  and  but  few  visitors  were 
on  hand  imtil  late  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  rain 
gradually  ceased.  In  event  5  Harry  Friedman 
won  the  first  prize  cup  and  a  fly-rod  with  a  per- 
centage of  97  13-15.  This  was  \oz.  bait-casting 
for  aecuracy.    The  scores  :— 


Harry  Friedman- 

Total 

Per 

Demerits. 

cent. 

"eoft. .  .  1 

2 

3 

2 

4—12 

70ft. . .  0 

3 

1 

3 

5—17 

80ft. .  .  3 

2 

0 

1 

2—  8 

32 

97 

13-15 

E.  B.  Rice— 

I 

60ft. .  .  1 

6 

3 

2 

3—15 

70ft. . .  3 

1 

6 

2 

3—15 

soft..'.  0 

7 

2 

2 

4—15 

45 

97 

A.  J.  Marsh — • 

60ft.  .  .  4 

0 

0 

1 

6—11 

■i 

70ft. .  .  8 

3 

1 

6 

11—29 

80ft. . .  5 

0 

5 

4 

3—17 

57 

96 

3-15 

R.  J.  Hold— 

60ft. .  .  1 

2 

6 

0 

0—  0 

70ft. . .  1 

4 

1 

5 

4  —  15 

80ft. .  .  30 

1 

3 

20 

0—54 

78 

94 

14-15 

Geo.  LaBranche- 

60ft. .  .  5 

2 

10 

3 

1-21 

70ft. .  .  7 

4 

15 

4 

5—35 

80ft. .  .  40 

2 

4 

2 

5—53 

109 

92 

11-15 

E.  F.  Todd 

136 

Perry  D.  Frazer 

223 

W.  J.  Elirich, 

C 

J. 

McCarthy, 

and  E 

J 

Mills 

withdrew. 

Event  Six,  Accuracy  Bait. 

This  was  like  event  five,  but  the  distances  were 
greater,  and  Ioz.  weights  were  used.  As  in  the 
previous  events,  saturated  rods  and  reels  caused 
frequent  backlashes.  George  LaBranche  won  ^ith 
only  twenty-two  demerits  and  a  percentage  of 
98  8-15.    For  the  professional  prize  B.  F.  Flegel, 


of  Warren,  Ohio,  won  with  twenty-fivo  demerits. 
The  scores  :  — 

Total  Per 

Amateurs  :  Demerits,  cent. 

Goo.  LaBranche  — 

60ft.  .  .     0    0     1     1  2—4 
HOft. .  .     3    2     1     1     I  —  H 
1 00ft...    0    1    4    2    3—  9      22      98  8-15 
E.  B.  Kice— 

60ft. .  .     2    0    3    1    4  -  10 
80ft...     1     1    2    5    4  -13 
100ft. .  .     13    12  2—9 
R.  J.  Held— 

(iOft.  ..31111—7 
80ft. .  .     4    1     1     1  1—8 
100ft...     5    6    4    0    5—20      35      97  K)  l.". 
A.  B.  Humphrey — 

(iOft. .  .     1    2    0    4  0—7 
80ft. .  .     114  11—8 
100ft...     4    5    4    8    0--21      36      !)7  9-15 

A.  J.  Marsh — 
60ft...     0    4    1     0  3—8 
soft...     2    2    4    4  5—17 

100ft...  7  4  2  3  3—19  44  97  1-15 
Harry  Friedman    .  .         .  .         .  .  49 

C.  J.'McCarthy  53 

Perry  D  Frazer  •'>5 

E.  F.  Todd   «4 

W.  M.  Plevins   113 

Professionals  : 

B.  F.  Flegel— 

60ft...    0    2    1    5  3-11 

80ft.  ..10112—5 
100ft...     3    0    1    0    5—  9      25      98  5-15 
E.  J.  Mills— 

60ft.  ..2    1    0    0  3—6 

80ft.  .  .     2    4    4    4  0—14 
100ft...     3    7    1    6    2—19      39      97  6-15 
L   S.  Darhng  withdrew. 

Event  Seven,  Dry-Fly  Casting. 
The  conditions  were  fair  late  in  the  afternoon, 
when  the  dry-fly  event  was  cast  oS.  The  distances 
were  20,  30,  40,  50,  and  60ft.,  one  cast  at  each,  the 
fly  to  remain  floating  until  scored,  and  every  time 
the  fly  touched  the  water  on  the  forward  cast  to 
be  scored  against  the  caster,  unless  Ins  cast  was 
perfect.  Extending  the  line  between  targets  was 
done  in  the  air  only.  Call  J.  McCarthy,  of  Boston, 
won  with  the  fine  score  of  five  demerits.  Second 
was  tied  for  by  Edward  Rice  and  Perry  Frazer. 
It  was  cast  off  at  the  close  of  the  event  and  the 
former  won.  The  scores,  every  perfect  cast  being 
counted  0  : — 

Demerits. 

C.  J.  McCarthy       .  .        ..Ill  11—5 

E.  B.  Rice   1     1    2      0  5—9 

Perry  D.  Frazer      .  .         ..0    0    0      3    6—  9 
Walter  McGuckin   .  .         ..Ill      1  10—14 
T.  W.  Brotherton  .  .         ..6    0    4      5    8—23 .' 
R.    J.    Held  .  .         ..0    3    0      2  20— 2.-> 

George  LaBranche .  .  ..2  1  3  4  20—30 
John  L.  Kirk  .  .  ..1  2  1  5  25—34 
W.  M.  Plevins  .  .     1     1    3    20  30—55 

Tie  : 

E.  B.  Rice   1    0    0      2  3—6 

Perry  D.  Frazer     ..         ..321      1  10—17 

Eighth  E\'ent — Light  Rods. 
This  was  distance  casting  with  5oz.  rods.    C.  J. 
McCarthy,  of  Boston,  cast  90|ft.,  but  was  finally 
beaten  by  King  Smith,  with  93|ft.    The  best  cast 
of  each  man  in  five  minutes'  time  :  — 


King  Smith 
C.  J.  McCarthy 
Geo.  LaBranche 
W.  J.  Ehrich 
J.  L.  Isirk 


Feet. 
93i 
90i 
84i 
80' 
79 


Perrv  D.  Frazer .  . 
R.  f.  Held 
Walter  McGuckin 
W.  M.  Ple^•ins     .  . 
A.  J.  Marsh 


leet. 
79 
74 
72 
70i 
70 


T.  W.  Brotherton  79 

May  16,  Event  Nine. 
The  weather  conditions  on  Saturday  wore  per- 
fect. The  storm  blew  over  during  the  night  and 
the  sun  came  out,  and  the  day  was  pleasant  until 
mid-afternoon,  when  the  sky  became  overcast, 
and  the  mnd,  which  had  been  in  the  south,  hauled 
into  the  east  again.  During  the  first  two  events, 
however,  it  was  behind  the  contestants,  but  did  not 
favour  them  in  the  least,  as  the  trees  caused  it  to 
eddy  back  and  forth  near  the  far  end  of  the  marking 
line. 

Dr.  R.  J.  Held  broke  another  record  in  this 
event,  which  was  |oz.  bait-casting  for  distance,  the 
best  single  cast  to  count.  His  cast  of  205ft.  is  the 
club  record,  and  his  average.  196ift.,  exceeds  that 
of  E.  R.  Letterman,  made  last  year  at  the  Fox 
River  "S'alley  tournament.  Mr.  Letterman,  how- 
ever, still  holds  the  national  record  for  the  besi; 
single  cast,  223ft.    W.  J.  Ehrich's  casting  was  also 
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Best  oast' 
Ji'eet. 


180 

205 

202 

194 

200 

205 

164 

157 

172 

168 

176 

176 

147 

130 

165 

175 

175 

*25 

143 

111 

171 

167 

171 

14!) 

162 

166 

163i 

165 

166 

150 

152 

141 

*30' 

150 

152 

100 

*50 

*so 

*50 

100 

185 

194 

193 

198i 

198i 

*40 

*72 

138 

138" 

very  good,  his  average  being  167fft.  There  were 
two  cups  and  five  other  prizes.    The  scores  in  feet : — 

Aiiiateivrs  : 
R.J.  Held 
W.  J.  Ehrich    .  . 
E.  B.  Rice 
Harry  Friedman 
M.  H.  Smith    . . 
Porry  D.  Frazer 
C.  J.  McCarthy 

Professionals  : 

B.  F.  Flegol  . . 
L.  S.  Darling    .  . 

Fly -Casting  for  Distance. 
Event  ten  was  fly-casting  wdth  heavy  rods. 
There  were  two  cups  and  five  merchandise  prizes. 
The  wind  was  not  favourable.  Call  McCarthy 
won  with  106ft.,  using  a  13oz.  lljft.  Tonkin  rod. 
Perry  Frazer,  who  was  second,  iised  a  Tonkin  rod 
ll-|ft.  long  and  weighing  12oz.,  built  by  himself. 
He  also  dressed  the  line  he  used,  and  tied  his  own 
leader,  making  his  outfit  an  amateur  one  throughout. 
The  other  rods  used  were  lift,  long  and  the  weights 
about  lOoz.  The  scores,  in  feet,  the  best  cast  in 
eight  minutes  to  count : — 

Amateurs. 

Best  cast.  Best  cast. 

C.  J.  McCarthy  .  .  106  Wm.  J.  Ehrich  . .  87 
Perry  D.  Frazer  102  John  L.  Kirk  . .  86 
Iving  Smith     . .        90       M.  H.  Smitli  . .  77 

Pbofessionals. 
Hiram  Hawes  105       L.  S.  Darling      . .  95 

E.  J.  Mills        . .  104 

Surf  Casting. 
The  big  event  was  held  in  the  afternoon,  and 
attracted  the  best  salt-water  casters  in  and  about 
the  city.  It  called  for  lines  that  would  lift  151b. 
dead  weight,  and  220Z.  weights.  Most  of  the  rods 
used  were  fairly  heavy,  say,  25oz.  to  35oz.,  and  the 
lengths  about  7ft.  Six  of  the  contestants  used  a 
14oz.  rod  made  by  Perry  Frazer,  but  the  line  selected 
for  it  was  too  light  to  stand  the  test,  and  the  one 
used  broke  repeatedly.  Edward  Rice,  however, 
cast  200ft.  with  the  rod.  The  work  of  E.  H.  Merritt, 
W.  J.  Moran,  and  Dr.  Marshall  was  not  only  very 
good  but  uniform  throughout,  and  another  year 
will  see  high  scores  made  by  a  number  of  anglers, 
who,  so  far,  have  not  had  much  practice  at  this 
game  with  practical  surf-casting  rods.  The  scores, 
in  feet : — 

Best  c:ist. 

E.H.  Merritt  .  .  212  205  212  227  220  227 
W.J.  Moran  ..  204  205  212  225  225  225 
Dr.  Marshall  . .  210  192  212  202  225  225 
J.  Orp  . .        . .  173    160    205    *70    *30  205 

D.  P.  Curry    "  . .  175    190    187    195    200  200 

E.  B.  Rice  . .  108  182  176  200  185  200 
M.  T.  Kennedy  *40  190  200  200  140  200 
Geo.  LaBranche  180  120  —  *40  198  198 
K.L.  Jeffrey  ..  105  170  195  *95  190  195 
J.  W.  Rothschild  *80  *80  194  183  185  194 
Lloyd  Marshall  194  104  170  186  190  194 
R.  j.  Held  ..  137  190  125  *00  170  190 
E.J.Mills  ..  145  165  160  147  152  165 
Porrv  D.  Frazer      —      —    *30     150    *25  150 

C.  J.  McCarthy  —  —  *50  1.50  —  1.50 
Harry  Friedman  *60    145    145    125    *40  145 

Tie  for  second  place  : 
W.J.  Moran    ..        ..  225    *60    220  225 

Dr.  Marshall    ..        ..  201     195    205  205 

Tie  for  fifth  place  : 
W.  T.  Kennedy  .  .        .  .        207      —  207 

D.  P.  Curry   200    205  205 

E.  B.  Rice  withdrew. 

Cast-off  for  Salmon  Record. 
The  tie  for  third  place  in  the  salmon  event  was 
cast  off,  and  resulted  in  a  victory  for  George 
LaBranche.    The  scores  :  — 

George  LaBranche     117        Perry  D.  Frazer  111 
The  former  holds  the  club  record,  as  he  exceeded 
the  tie  of  116ft.  by  Ift- 

High  Averages. 
Edward  B.  Rice  won  a  beautiful  oil  painting 
for  the  highest  amateur  average  in  all  the  events. 
He  scored  20  points.  Second  place  went  to  C.  J. 
McCarthy  with  18  points,  and  third  to  R.  J.  Held 
with  16  points. 


tournament  in  July  "  the  minimum  limit  in  length 
for  bait-casting  rods  will  be  6ft.  Our  rule  22  will  be 
altered.  It  says  '  imrestricted,'  but  it  will  be 
restricted  to  a  minimum  length  of  6ft." 

This  bars  out  nearly  all  American  bait-casting 
rods  used  with  |oz.  and  Joz.  weights.  Few  rods  of 
6ft.  and  over  are  used.  Wilfred  M.  Plevins,  who 
took  part  in  the  New  York  tournament  last 
week,  went  home  to  England  with  a  couple 
of  American  Tonkin  rods,  both  of  which 
were  under  Oft.  in  length.  They  are  typical  of 
the  rods  used  here,  as  are  also  the  reels  and 
lines  he  purchased  here.  It  was  his  intention  to 
practise  with  American  ^oz.  and  Joz.  weights,  and 
compete  in  the  London  tournament.  He  expressed 
himself  as  disappointed  with  the  ru'es  for  the  London 
tournament.  He  has  twice  taken  part  in  tourna- 
ments in  New  York,  will  in  all  probability  come 
over  for  the  National  tournament  at  Chicago  in 
August,  and  is  well  pleased  witli  the  fair  treatment 
he  has  received  at  the  hands  of  American  anglers 
Forest  and  Stream. 

In  the  same  issue  of  Forest  and,  Stream  there  is  a 
leader  as  follows  :  — 

"  The  London  Tournament. 

"  If  the  prelirninary  programme  of  the  London 
fly  and  bait  casting  tournament,  to  be  held  in  July, 
is  adopted,  and  the  rales  strictly  enforced,  it  is 
doubtful  if  any  Americans  will  take  part. 

"  American  anglers  who  have  read  and  discussed 
the  rules  are  disappointed,  for  they  had  entertained 
the  hope  that  the  conditions  would  be  so  arranged 
that,  should  they  go  to  London  to  compete  in  the 
various  events,  as  some  of  them  had  intended  to 
do,  they  would  be  allowed  to  use  the  rods  and 
tackle  admitted  in  all  similar  contests  on  this  side 
of  the  Atlantic,  and  would  have  an  opportunity  to 
compare  results  with  their  English  cousins.  But 
the  rules  are  so  rigid  that  our  best  tournament 
casters  must  either  change  their  style  to  conform 
to  them  or  be  disqualified.  In  other  words, 
should  a  contestant  wm  an  important  event,  the 
judges  may  refuse  to  allow  any  one  of  his  casts  to 
be  scored  if,  in  their  opinion,  it  be  not  a  '  fishing  ' 
cast,  and  they  can  also  disqualify  him  later  on  for 
some  innocent  infringement  of  these  voluminous 
rules. 

"  In  tournament  casting  in  America  it  is  con- 
ceded that  in  order  to  send  a  fly  or  a  lure  to  the 
furthest  possible  distance,  style  and  grace  aie  par- 
tially overlooked,  but  the  few  of  our  best  casters 
who  depend  upon  muscle  rather  than  skill  do  not 
average  so  well  as  they  might.  In  the  aecmacy 
casting,  however,  form  is  not  lost  sight  of,  and  in 
events  of  this  kind  fishing  conditions  are  observed. 

"  Tiie  National  Association  of  Angling  Clubs, 
composed  of  nearly  all  of  the  large  angling  clubs 
in  America,  has  laboured  assiduously  for  a  long  time 
in  an  effort  to  improve  tournament  casting,  and  to 
make  rules  that  will  be  observed  by  all  American 
casting  clubs.  In  view  of  the  popularity  of  the 
pastime,  and  its  wide  increase  throughout  the 
country,  it  was  hoped  that  the  forthcoming  London 
tournament  would  be  so  arranged  that  the  results 
to  be  attained  theie  might  be  compared  with  those 
of  our  own  similar  affairs.  Not  that  the  English- 
man should  co^jy  after  us,  but  rather  that  the  con- 
ditions be  made  as  similar  as  may  be  practicable, 
in  order  that  in  time  all  competitions  of  this  sort, 
whether  held  in  Australia,  England,  France,  or 
America,  may  be  governed  by  uniform  rules." 

It  shows  how  difficult  it  is  to  please  everybody. 
English  anglers  have  complained  that  anything  so 
short  as  Oft.  is  not  a  fishing-rod  at  all,  and  now 
Forest  and  Stream  says  American  anglers  are  not 
likely  to  compete  because  we  made  Oft.  the  mini- 
mum length.  I  must  say  that  the  American  objections 
made  to  our  rules  seem  to  me  to  justify  them — that 
is,  from  our  point  of  view — namely,  that  we  want 
to  keep  as  nearly  as  possible  to  fair  fishing  con- 
ditions, and  confine  the  rods  to  fair  fishing-rods. 
Mr.  Lou  S.  Darling  says  that  some  American 
tournament  bait-castei  s  "  use  rods  all  the  way 
from  6^ft.  down  to  less  than  4/i.  long.''  This  state- 
ment seems  to  me  to  justify  our  drawing  the  line  at 
Oft.— R.  B.  M. 


ALBEIGHTON  (SHEEWSBUEY) 
DIVISIONAL  SESSIONS. 


TROUT  OR  SAMLETS  ?— A  DIFFICULT 
QUESTION. 


THE  LONDON  TOURNAMENT. 
Ml'.  R.  B.  Marston,  chairman  of  the  tournament 
coniiuittce,  informs  us  that  at  the  London  casting 


Salmon  Angling  in  the  Tay. — The  Secretary 
for  Scotland  has  declined  to  sanction  an  alteration  in 
the  periods  during  which  it  is  lawful  to  take  salmon 
from  a  portion  of  the  River  Tay  by  rod  and  line. 


David  Craddock,  juri.,  fisherman.  Meadow-place, 
was  charged  with  taking  thirty-seven  samlets  from 
the  Severn. 

James  Keanc,  water-bailiff,  of  Copthorne-roivd, 
gave  evidence  to  the  effect  that  ho  watched  the 
defendant  fisliing  for  four  hours  in  the  River  Severn, 
near  Isle  Park,  and  during  that  time  saw  him 
take  a  quantity  of  young  salmon.  Subsequently, 
the  witness  met  Craddock  coming  off  the  river, 
and  on  examining  his  fish-bass  found  that  it  con- 
tained thirty-seven  samlets.  Witness  took  posses- 
sion of  the  fish.  Craddock  said  he  found  them  on 
the  river  bank,  and  offered  the  witness  a  shilling  to 
say  nothing  about  the  affair.  Witness  produced  a 
number  of  the  fish  in  question  preserved  in  a 
bottle. 

Defendant :  Can  you  prove  that  the  fish 
produced  are  samlets  ? 

Witness  :  They  are  what  we  always  call  samlets, 
and  you  know  as  well  as  I  do  you  took  them  from 
the  river. 

Defendant:  I  took  them  to  be  trout,  and  not 
salmon. 

In  reply  to  the  clerk  (Mr.  Sandford),  witness  said 
it  was  easy  to  distinguish  the  difference  between 
trout  and  salmon. 

Defendant :  Wliy  did  you  knock  me  down  ?  You 
knocked  me  down  in  the  mud,  and  my  back  painted 
me  for  some  time. 

Witness :  I  did  not  knock  you  do^vn. 

Defendant :  Did  I  not  complain  to  you  about 
my  back  ? 

Witness :  No,  you  walked  back  with  me  to  the 
Mount  all  right.  In  reply  to  the  Bench,  witness 
said  that  in  his  opinion  the  fish  produced  were 
samlets.  Whilst  fly-fishing  he  had  caught  similar 
fish  himself. 

Defendant :  He  told  mo  ho  had  killed  dozens. 
In  reply  to  the  clerk,  the  witness  said  it  was 
possible  for  samlets  to  be  caught  accidentally,  but 
defendant  was  fishing  deliberately  for  them.  He 
had  no  other  fish  in  his  bass. 

Mr.  J.  0.  Wood,  of  Shrewsbury,  said  he  had  been 
subpoenaed  by  defendant  to  define  the  difference 
between  the  young  of  salmon  and  the  young  of 
trout.  He  had  had  considerable  experience  in  fishing, 
and  the  only  absolute  definition  ^ivm  was  that  in 
the  young  of  trout  there  ^vo^c  spots  u|>(in  the  dorsal 
fin  and  below  the  median  line,  and  that  in  the  case 
of  the  young  of  salmon  there  were  no  spots  below 
the  median  line  nor  on  the  dorsal  fin. 

Defendant  produced  a  small  fish,  which  ho  said 
was  a  samlet,  but  after  examining  it  Mr.  Wood 
said  there  were  spots  on  it,  but  it  was  not  a  pure 
young  salmon.  After  examining  one  of  the  pre- 
served fish  produced  by  the  water-bailiff,  Mr.  Wood 
said  there  were  spots  on  the  dorsal  fin.  Cross- 
examined  :  Mr.  Wood  said  whilst  fly-fishing  he  had 
taken  samlets,  but  they  were  more  like  the  one 
produced  by  the  defendant  than  those  preserved  in 
the  bottle.  He  would  not  say  whether  the  fish  he 
had  examined  out  of  the  bottle  was  a  samlet  or  not. 

Defendant  stated  that  he  had  been  fishing  the 
greater  part  of  his  life,  and  he  considered  that  the 
fish  alleged  to  be  samlets  were  not  samlets  at  all. 
He  had  often  caught  them  and  took  them  as  trout, 
and  everybody  in  the  to\vn  did  the  aamo.  In  reply 
to  Mr.  Keane,  Craddock  denied  being  in  the  habit 
of  selling  samlets  at  so  much  per  dozen,  and  also 
denied  offering  Keane  a  shilling. 

The  chairman  said  the  Bench  thought  that  the 
prosecution  ought  to  have  called  expert  evidence. 
It  was  not  the  duty  of  the  Bench  to  puzzle  out 
questions  of  natur  al  history. 

Mr.  Wood,  in  reply  to  the  Bench,  said  there 
were  two  or  three  species  of  tr-out,  but  only  one  of 
samlets. 

The  chairman  said  this  question  had  troubled  a 
great  many  naturalists,  and  he  did  not  see  why 
they  should  settle  it.  The  Bench  considered  that 
the  fish  in  question  were  not  trout,  but  that  they 
were  of  the  sahnon  kind,  and  defendant  must 
not  catch  any  more  of  them.  As  it  was  his  first 
offence,' and  they  wished  to  deal  leniently  with  him, 
he  would  have  to  pay  the  costs,  6s.  6d.,  and  in 
future  must  confine  himself  to  fish  uumistakabiy 
trout. 
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THE  NEAV  "CKOSSLE"  CASTING 
EEEL. 

The  following  illustrated  particulars  of  Mr. 
Crossle's  reel  have  been  supplied  at  my  suggestion 
by  Mr.  Crossle,  as  I  have  been  unable  at  present 
to  give  it  an  extended  trial,  but  I  have  tried  it  and 
have  seen  Mr.  Crossle  cast  with  it,  and  I  can,  I 
think,  very  safely  endorse  most  of  what  he  says 
about  it.  Perhaps  he  is  a  little  too  sanguine  as 
regards  the  over-running.  He  says  when  "  properly 
used  "  it  will  not  over-run — -it  is  rather  an  import- 
ant qualification.  All  the  same,  it  is  a  capital 
reel  for  very  light  bait-casting.  For  spinning  for 
pike  or  Thames  trout  with  a  dace,  or  for  casting  a 
sea  lead,  I  think  an  ordinary  SJin.  or  larger 
Nottingham  reel  is  hard  to  beat. — R.  B.  M. 

The  ordinary  Nottingham  reel  suffers  from  two 
radical  defects : 

( 1 )  It  does  not  start  easily  or  quickly  enough  to 
permit  the  casting  of  very  light  baits  (Joz.  or 
under),  and 

(2)  When  once  started  at  full  speed  it  runs  far 
longer  than  is  needed  for  any  possible  cast,  and  must 
be  skilfully  checked  to  prevent  over-running. 

Both  of  these  shortcomings  are  due  to  the  same 
cause — -namoly,  excessive  weight  in  the  drum  or 
moving  part  of  the  reel.  This  acts  in  two  ways. 
In  the  first  place  it  prevents  the  drum — owing  to 
its  excessive  inertia — from  responding  to  the 
relatively  small  impulse  exerted  by  a  light  bait. 
Secondly,  the  fact  that  a  great  part  of  the  weight 
lies  in  or  near  the  rim  and  the  handles  imparts 
jar  too  much  momentum  to  the  reel,  and  causes  it 
to  revolve  long  after  the  line  has  ceased  to  pull  on 
it,  just  as  the  fly-wheel  of  an  engine  will  keep  on 
running  after  the  steam  has  been  shut  off. 
The  "  Crossle  "  Reel. 
These  two  defects  have  been  reduced  to  a  mini- 
mum in  the  "  Crossle  "  reel — (1)  by  bringing  the 
total  weight  of  the  drum  down  to  about  one-third 


The  "  Cbossle  "  Reel. 


of  what  is  usual  (22dr.,  instead  of  the  usual  -SOdr. 
or  60dr.),  and  (2)  by  concentrating  a  large  pro- 
port«m  of  this  weight  in  or  near  the  spindle  (the 
weight  outside  the  wooden  barrel  being  only  a 
fraction  over  6dr.). 

As  a  result  of  this  lightening,  the  "  Crossle  "  reel 
will  cast  a  very  light  bait,  and,  properly  used,  will 
not  over-run.  It  starts  very  easily  and  quickly, 
runs  at  sufficienily  high  speed  to  keep  up  with  the 
motion  of  the  bait,  and  stops  of  its  own  accord  at 
the  end  of  the  cast.  These  qualities  have  been 
tested,  not  only  by  some  twelve  months'  use  in 
■«,ctual  fishing,  but  also  by  a  series  of  workshop 
tests  carried  out  on  somewhat  novel  lines. 

DuEATiON  OP  Cast. 
A  considerable  number  of  30-yard  casts,  made 
down  the  wind  with  a  loz.  weight,  were  carefully 
timed  with  a  stop-watch,  and  it  was  fovmd  that  the 
average  duration  of  a  30-yard  cast  was  3isec. 

Pull  on  the  Line. 
The  pull  on  the  line  at  the  moment  of  delivering 
such  a  cast  was  ascertained  by  fixing  a  rubber-band 
coated  with  stiff  red  paint  to  the  pointer  of  a  spring- 
balance  in  such  a  way  that  the  distance  travelled 
by  it  was  accurately  recorded  on  the  dial.  A 
number  of  30-yard  casts  were  then  made,  jising 


the  balance  as  a  weight.  The  average  pull  of  the 
body  of  the  balance  (loz.  in  weight)  was  found  to 
be  a  fraction  over  1  lb. 

Having  arrived  at  these  data,  the  conditions  of 
an  actual  cast  of  30  yards  were  reproduced  by 
moans  of  the  apparatus  shown  in  Fig.  1,  whore  the 
wire  catch  represents  the  angler's  finger,  and  the 


Fig.  1. — Testing  Appaeatus. 


and  falls  into  the  water  much  sooner,  thus  drawing 
off  less  line  and  at  a  slower  rate,  as  sbowTi  in  Figs.  2, 


Fig.  3. — Casting  Against  the  Wind. 


3,  and  4.  But  the  brake  fitted  to  the  "  Crossle  "  reel 
can  be  adju.sted  to  meet  these  conditions,  and  pro- 
vided the  breeze  is  not  too  strong  or  the  bait  too 


Fig.  4. — Casting  Against  Wind  with  Pike  Float. 


pulley-wheel  takes  the  place  of  the  rod-rings. 
Two  yards  of  line  were  tied  to  a  1  lb.  weight,  the 
loose  end  being  wound  (but  not  tied)  round  the 
barrel  of  the  reel  and  the  weight  reeled  in  to  the 
position  shown.  At  a  given  moment  the  reel  was 
released  and  the  weight  allowed  to  drop,  the  in- 
terval between  the  pull  of  the  trigger  and  the 
stopping  of  the  reel  being  timed  with  a  stop-watch. 
A  number  of  high-class  reels  were  tested  with  this 
apparatus,  and  it  was  found  that  while  the  heavy 
centre-pin  reels  ran  from  20  seconds  to  30  seconds — 
or  from  seven  to  ten  times  longer  than  is  required 
for  a  30-yard  cast — the  "  Crossle  "  reel  ran  3|secs. 
— or  only  -}sec.  longer  than  was  necessary. 

A  weight  of  loz.,  which  represents,  approximately, 
the  pull  of  a  2dr.  weight  on  the  line,  was  next 
substituted  for  the  1  lb.  weight.  With  this  weight 
it  was  found  that  the  "  Crossle  "  reel  started  instantly 
at  full  speed,  and  ran  3secs.  (or  only  |sec.  less  than 
is  needed  for  a  cast  of  30  yards),  thus  proving  con- 
clusively that  its  shortness  of  run  is  not  due  to  any 
want  of  ease  in  starting  or  defect  of  workmanship. 

The  Brake. 
It  will  be  noticed  that  when  tested  with  the  1  lb. 
weight  the  "  Crossle  "  reel,  though  it  fulfilled  very 
nearly  the  conditions  required  by  the  angler,  still 
ran  about  j-aeo.  longer  than  is  necessary  for  a 
30-yard  cast-  During  this  isec.  the  reel  would 
revolve  five  or  six  times,  and  might  thus  produce 
slight  over-running  if  not  checked  at  the  end  of  the 
cast.  In  order  to  correct  this  tendency  and  make 
the  reel  absolutely  automatic;  when  casting  down 
or  across  the  wind,  a  very  sensitive  brake  is  supplied 
in  the  form  of  a  split-nut,  which  can  be  adjusted 
with  the  utmost  nicety  to  suit  the  conditions  of  the 
cast.  A  very  slight  tightening  of  this  nut  is  sufficient 
to  curtail  the  rxm  of  the  "  Crossle  "  reel  by  a  dozen 
revolutions  or  so,  and  when  this  has  been  done  the 
reel  will  come  to  a  stop  of  its  own  accord  at  the 
end  of  a  cast  of,  say,  30  or  40  yards,  without  any 
interference  or  checking  on  the  part  of  the  angler. 
This  slight  tightening  of  the  nut  makes  no  practical 
difference  in  the  freedom  of  the  reel,  although, 
when  the  nut  is  properly  adjusted,  it  may  seem,  to 
the  angler  accustomed  to  the  ordinary  heavy 
centre-pin,  to  run  with  excessive  stiffness. 
In  casting  very  light  baits  of  3dr.  or  4dr.,  the  nut — 
paradoxical  as  it  may  seem — should  be  screwed 
a  shade  tighter  than  when  using  heavier  weights. 
If  it  is  adjusted  so  that  the  bait  just  fails  to  start 
the  reel  when  hanging  stationary  from  the  rod- 
point,  the  cast  can  be  made  \\-ithout  its  being 
necessary  either  to  release  or  cheek  the  reel,  the 
bait  being  started  by  the  swing  of  the  rod  alone. 
A  weight  of  3dr.  has  been  cast  110ft.  down  the 
■wind  in  this  way.  This  was,  of  course,  a  very 
violent  effort,  but  an  average  fishing  cast  by  this 
method  with  a  .3dr.  weight  would  be  from  20  to 
25  yards. 

Casting  Against  the  Wind. 
Wien  casting  straight  into  the  w  ind  or  nearly  so, 
the  risk  of  over-running  is  greatly  increased,  since, 


light,  it  will  not  over-run.  It  would  be  idle  to  deny, 
however,'  that  a  considerable  amount  of  skill  is  re- 
quired in  order  to  make  long  casts  against  a  wind  of 
any  strength  with  a  3dr.  bait. 

Mere  Lightness. 

The  claim  for  superiority  in  the  "  Crossle  "  reel  is 
not  made  on  the  score  of  mere  lightness  alone.  In 
the  American  "  free  spool "  reel  the  weight  of  the 
drum  has  been  reduced  to  ioz.,  being  little  more 
than  one-third  of  the  weight  of  the  "  Crossle  "  drum. 
Yet  this  "  free  spool  "  reel,  though  it  will  throw  an 
exceedingly  light  bait,  and  possesses  hardly  any 
momentum,  is  decidedly  liable  to  over-running.  This 
is  due  to  the  fact  that  friction  in  the  bearings  has 
been  reduced  to  an  even  greater  extent  than  the 
momentum,  and  is  less  than  the  friction  of  the  line 
against  the  rod-rings.  In  the  "  Crossle  "  reel,  on  the 
other  hand,  a  well-made  plain  bearing  of  imusually 
large  diameter  and  with  unusually  large  wearing 
surfaceshas  been  substituted  for  the  ordinary  centre- 
pin.  The  friction  in  this  bearing,  though  so  small 
as  to  interfere  hardly  at  all  with  the  freedom  of  the 
reel  in  starting,  is  yet  sufficiently  large  to  make  the 
light  drum  lose  way  soon  after  it  has  reached  its 
highest  speed. 

Hints  on  Casting  from  the  Reel. 

The  first  essential  is  to  adopt  a  proper  method  of 
releasing  the  reel.  A  part  of  the  hand  should  be  used 
which  can  be  moved  during  the  cast  without  inter- 
fering with  the  grip  or  control  of  the  rod.  Fig.  5 
illustrates  six  methods  of  doing  this  which  can  be 
recommended  to  those  who  have  not  accustomed 
themselves  to  any  other  style.  Nos.  1  and  2  show  the 


1  ■  ^ 

I  Fig.  5. — YAiaors  Methods  of  Casting. 

I  two-handed  cast  from  the  right  and  left  shoulder 
respectively.  Nos.  3  and  4  single-handed  ca.-^ts  with 
if  the  same  force  is  used,  the  reel  continues  to  revolve  !  the  right  and  the  left  hands.    No.  r>  is  the  back- 
for  the  same  time,  but  the  bait  travels  more  slowly,  !  handed  cast  from  the  left  shoulder  :  and  No.  6  is  the 


Fig.  2. — Casting  Down  the  Wind. 
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metliod  of  casting  light  weights  of  from  6dr.  to  3dr., 
rctH)iuniended  with  the  "  Crossle  reel. 

Castino  op  Light  Weights. 
AVhen  attempting  to  cast  very  light  baits  with 
the  right  hand,  most  anglers  find  that  the  bait  gene- 
rally falls  a  good  deal  to  the  left  of  the  point  aimed  at. 
This  is  dueto  the  fact  that  the  rod-point  has  not  been 
swung  through  a  sufficiently  great  arc  of  a  circle  or 
the  reel  released  early  enough.  Fig.  6  shows  with 
little  or  no  exaggeration  the  movement  of  the  rod 
necessary  when  casting  a  3dr.  weight.    The  swing 


Fig.  6. — Diagram  op  Cast  with  Float  Tackle. 

begins  at  B',  the  reel  is  released  at  C,  and  the  bait 
flies  out  in  the  direction  A  D. 

A  good  deal  more  force  is  required  to  make  a  long 
cast  witl\  a  very  light  bait  than  with  a  moderately 
heavy  one. 

Elevation. 

In  casting  from  the  coiled  line,  the  trajectory,  or 
path  followed  by  the  bait,  is  not  of  great  importance 
so  long  as  it  eventually  readies  the  desired  spot. 
But,  in  casting  from  the  reel,  it  is  absolutely  essential 
to  get  the  proper  elevation.  If  the  bait  is  cast  with 
sufficient  force  to  travel,  say,  30  yards,  but  the  ele- 
vation is  so  low  that  it  drops  into  the  water  at  the 


FjLevation  ;  Too  Low. 

end  of  20  yards,  bad  over-running  will  inevitably 
result.  The  rod-point  .should,  therefore,  be  kept  as 
low  as  possible  at  the  beginning  of  the  cast,  and 
should  be  brought  round  to  the  desired  point  in  an 
ever-ascending  spiral.  A  great  many  beginners  allow 
the  rod-point  to  describe  a  convex  curve,  and  lower 
the  point  of  the  rod  at  the  end  of  the  ca.st.  The  effect 
of  this  is  to  bring  the  bait  into  the  water  long  before 
the  propelling  force  behind  it  has  been  expended. 

In  making  very  long  casts,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
bait  must  have  a  high  trajectory.  Mr.  J.  T.  Emery 
recommends  the  l)eginner  to  "  aim  at  the  sky."  But 
here  lurks  another  danger.  In  a  very  lofty  cast, 
the   bait  loses  speed  as  it  ascends,  and  hangs 


Fig.  8.— Elevation  :  Too  High. 

almost  dead  for  an  immeasurable  instant  before 
it  begins  to  descend  again.  This  momentary 
hesitation  is  apt  to  give  the  reel  time  to  overtake 
the  bait,  and  leads  to  over  running.  Therefore, 
when  attempting  very  long  casts  of  50  yards  or 
so  with  the  "  Crossle  "  reel  it  is  sometimes  advisable 
to  check  the  reel  slightly  in  the  middle  of  the  cast 
so  as  to  tide  it  over  this  danger-point. 

Position  of  the  Weight  in  Casting. 
In  long-distance  easting  the  weight  should,  as  far 
as  possible,  be  at  the  end  of  the  line.  In  spinning, 
t.ie  lead  required  to  sink  the  bait  should  be  in  its 
beily  rather  than  on  the  trace,  a  light  swivel-com- 


peller  and  a  chain  of  tiny  swivels  taking  its  plae 
there.  Apart  from  purely  mecliii,nical  considerations 
the  double  splash  in  the  water  is  thus  avoided. 

,,In  Older  that  the  rod-point  may  be  kejit  low  at  th( 
beginning  of  the  cast,  the  trace  should  be  as  short  as 
possible.  For  this  reason,  in  long  distance  float 
fisliing— even  where  the  water  is  fairly  shallow— 
a  sliding  float  casts  much  better  tha~n  a  fixed  one 
It  also  allows  the  angler  to  strike  direct  on  to  the 
fish — a  great  advantage  when  fishing  with  20  yard; 
of  line  floating  on  the  water. 


MAY  FLY  NOTES. 


"  Dear  Sir, — On  Saturday  last  I  saw  a  single 
specimen — a  very  fine  one — of  the  Green  Drake 
ou  the  banks  of  our  Codbeck  here.  Some  very 
fine  trout  have  been  taken  this  season,  over  21b 
weight.  "  G.  J.  Cook. 

"  Thirsk."  

"  Dear  Sir, — Dapping  with  the  May  Fly  began 
here  on  May  25,  when  six  trout,  weighing  6ilb 
were  creeled  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Court  after  their 
arrival  from   England.    The   same  boat  caught 
twenty-seven  trout,  weighing  241b.,  all  on  the  dap 
on  May  30.    On  May  29,  same  boat  caught  two 
lovely  trout  on  the  troll,  weighing  121b.  and  11  Jib., 
the  best  record  so  far  this  year  for  Colonel  Bank's 
cup  for  brace  of  trout  over  71b.  each.  Captain 
Pitt-Taylor,  E.N.,  on  the  same  date,  had  two  fine 
trout  of  7ilb.  and  6^1b.,  best  record  so  far  for  the 
association's  cup  for  brace  of  trout  over  51b.  each. 
Weather  still  close  with  thunder  showers.  Dappin: 
should  be  in  full  swing  by  end  of  this  week. 

"  Oughterard."    "  S.  B.  D. 

"  The  May  Fly  was  seen  on  the  Exe,  at  Bram- 
ford,  by  the  present  writer  on  Saturday  evening, 
May  23.  »  P.  A.  D. 

"  Exeter."   

"  The  May  Fly  is  now  well  up  on  the  Lakes. 
"  Ballyshannon."  "  M.  Eogan  and  Sons. 


For  other  "  Notes  "  re  "  May  Fly,"  see  Eeports 
from  Rivers,  etc. 


SCHOOL  FOE  FLY-FISHERS. 

If  you  want  to  know  all  about  fly-fishing,  you 
cannot  do  better  than  consult  Mr.  Fred  Shaw. 
He  is  the  "  Complcat  "  Fly-lishci  man.  He  knows 
all  about  casting  and  tying  flics. 

Mr.  Shaw  has  a  school  in  which  he  teaches  the 
whole  art  and  mystery  of  fly-Hshing.  That  school 
was  opened  \  es  erday.  It  lies  in  Marlborough-road, 
St.  John's  Wood,  and  there  the  learner  can  get  all 
the  tuition  he  wants  by  making  arrangements  with 
Mr.  Shaw. 

Yesterday  af'ernoon  there  was  a  domonsti-ation  of 
the  gentle  art.  First  Mr.  Shaw  took  a  light  trout-rod 
and  showed  us  how  to  throw  a  fly.  Tlic  line  sang 
through  the  air  and  came  down  as  gently  as  a  zephyr. 
Next,  he  showed  us  how  to  make  a  direct  cast  when 
there  were  no  trees  or  bushes  in  the  way.  Then  he 
illustrated  methods  of  avoiding  trees  and  bushes, 
and  sent  his  fly  .straight  along  between  two  bushes. 

With  a  big  salmon  rod  he  made  some  long  casts, 
and  explained  the  difference  between  the  Spey,  the 
Galway,  and  the  Wye  throws. 

The  46ft.  of  line  seemed  to  be  entirely  under  his 
control,  and  the  fly — for  the  purposes  of  illustration 
a  tiny  bit  of  wliite  rag — dropped  just  exactly  where 
he  wanted  it. 

It  was  an  interesting  exhibition,  and  made  us 
think  of  the  clear  chalk  streams  of  Hampshire  and 
the  swirling  brown  flood  which  tumbles  over  the 
boulders  in  the  Highlands.  And  if  Mr.  Shaw  gets 
many  pupils,  and  makes  them  as  expert  as  he  is 
himself,  why,  then,  salmon  will  get  dearer  than 
ever. — Daily  Chronicle,  May  30. 


SOME  NOTES  ON  THE  HISTORY, 
OF  FISH  CULTURE  IN  THE 
UNITED  STATES. 


FISH  CULTURE  IN  NEW  YORK.* 


Messrs.  Allcock  and  Co.  have  received  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from  one  of  their  customers,  it  being 
a  copy  of  a  letter  to  them  from  an  angler  : — "  Dear 
Sir, — I  think  it  might  interest  you  to  know  that 
the  '  Hercules '  Salmon  Cast  I  had  from  you  two 
seasons  ago  landed  a  251b.  salmon  recently. 
Though  the  cast  has  had  some  very  hard  work,  it 
seems  as  good  as  when  I  had  it.  They  are  certainly 
the  best  casts  I  have  ever  had. — Yours  faithfully, 

G.  B.  NiCHOLL." 


(Continued  from  page  419.) 
Brood  trout  are  not  kept  in  large  numbers  at  any 
of  the  stations,  except  that  Mumford  has  brown 
and  rainbow  trout,  Fulton  Chain  and  Delaware 
hatcheries  have  a  few  brook  trout.  The  new  supply 
of  artesian  water  at  Cold  Spring  Harbour,  Long 
Island,  will  no  doubt  make  it  feasible  to  rear  stock 
brook  trout  again  at  that  station.  Constantia  has 
a  number  of  adult  small-mouth  black  bass  in 
ponds,  and  ponds  for  the  same  fish  will  be  built  at 
Linlithgo,  where  there  is  now  a  rearing  pond  for 
shad. 

The  distribution  of  fish  is  growing  in  extent  year 
after  year,  thus  in  1905  the  total  was  nearly  162 
millions  of  food  fish  and  6,541,220  game  fish,  while 
in  1906  it  was  nearly  226  millions  of  food  fish  and 
9,764,900  game  fish.  In  these  tables  the  muska- 
longe,  pike-perch,  and  smelt  are  included  among 
the  food  fish. 

The  so-called  food  fish  distributed  during  the 
nine-year  period  ended  with  1906  included  bull- 
heads, whitefish,  ciseoes,  lake  herring,  frostfish, 
smelt,  shad,  muskalonge,  pickerel,  pike-perch, 
yellow  perch,  tomcod,  and  lobster. 

The  game  fish  were  landlocked  salmon,  steel- 
heads,  brook  trout,  brown  trout,  black-spotted 
trout,  Scotch  sea-trout,  rainbow  trout,  grayling, 
black  bass  and  rock  bass.  Fresh-water  shrimps 
have  been  transferred  in  large  numbers  for  stocking 
trout  waters  with  this  natural  food.  The  hatching 
of  flatfish  was  begun  in  1907  at  Cold  Spring 
Harbour,  and  a  number  of  edible  crabs  were  planted 
near  the  station,  as  this  luxury  has  almost  dis- 
appeared from  the  harbour.  It  is  proposed  to 
hatch  cod  also  at  Cold  Spring  Harbour,  and  if  the 
spawning  grounds  of  the  weakfish  can  be  dis- 
covered, that  species  will  be  added  to  the  list. 

Most  of  the  brook  trout  eggs  needed  to  supply 
the  hatcheries  are  bought  from  private  establish- 
ments. Lake  trout  eggs  are  collected  in  the 
Canadian  waters  of  Lake  Michigan,  in  Lake  Erie, 
and  in  several  large  inland  lakes.  Whitefish  eggs 
are  secured  in  Canandaigua,  Placid,  Little  Clear, 
and  other  lakes.  Frostfish  eggs  come  chiefly  from 
lakes  of  the  Fulton  Chain ;  smelt  eggs  are  taken 
in  enormous  numbers  in  certain  Long  Island 
streams  in  March  and  early  April.  More  than 
100,000,000  fry  of  this  species  were  liberated  in 
1907.  Besides  its  value  for  the  table,  the  smelt  is 
introduced  into  many  big  lakes  as  food  for  lake 
trout,  brook  trout,  and  landlocked  salmon. 

The  State  has  a  car  for  the  transportation  of  fish, 
with  living  <]uarters  for  messengers,  a  refrigerator, 
and  other  a])pliances. 

Many  difficulties  are  encountered  in  our  work. 
It  is  hard  to  collect  eggs,  as  most  of  the  valuable 
fish  spawn  in  late  fall  and  winter,  or  very  early  in 
spring,  when  cold  and  stovms  interfere.  Lake 
trout  and  whitefish  are  often  migratory,  making 
difficult  to  locate  their  spawning  grounds. 
Frequently  there  is  an  excess  of  one  sex  or  the 
other.  In  eastern  ponds  the  redthroat  trout  often 
efuses  to  yield  its  eggs. 

Dams  prevent  fish  from  ascending  to  their 
spawning  grounds.  There  is  very  little  information 
concerning  the  waters  as  to  their  fish  and  the  food 
for  fish.  Injurious  fishing  keejis  out  the  anadro- 
mous  fish,  as,  for  example,  the  shad,  so  that 
sufficient  eggs  cannot  be  obtained  for  artificial 
hatching,  and  natural  spawning  is  prevented  at  the 
same  time.  The  capture  of  fish  during  the  periods 
of  breeding  and  hibernation  is  fearfully  destructive. 
The  taking  of  baby  whitefish,  striped  bass,  and 
sturgeon  is  wasteful  in  the  extreme. 

Cannibalism  among  such  fish  as  black  bass, 
pike-perch,  and  muskalonge  causes  heavy  loss,  and 
the  lobster  is  a  savage  destro^-er  of  its  own  kind. 
Parasites  such  as  the  salmon  fungus,  the  gill  louse, 
and  the  hydra  or  fresh -water  polyp  kill  a  great 
many  trout.  Diseases  lilve  the  skin  disease  of  the 
brook  trout,  the  ulcer  disease  of  brown  trout,  and 
the  bacterial  disorders  such  as  sore  throat  and  the 
new  eye  disease  of  young  fish  at  Constantia  some- 
times carry  off  their  victims  by  thousands. 

*  A  paper  read  by  Dr.  Tarleton  H.  Bean,  State 
Fish  Culturist  of  New  York,  at  the  recent  Anglers' 
Cc  nference. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.  —  Generai  Remarks. — The  magni 
ficent  weather  which  has  prevailed  during  the 
week  has  been  very  gratifying  to  Thames  trout- 
fishers,  and  many  of  them  have  been  trying  their 
skill.  They  have  had  sunshine  and  cloud,  and  a 
warmth  which  has  brought  the  bleak  to  the  surface 
and  caused  the  trout  to  show  themselves.  Since 
my  last  note  Mr.  H.  Gomm  has  taken  a  brace  of 
trout  at  Hambledon,  one  fish  scaling  51b.  1 2oz. ; 
Mr.  Mu  ray,  at  Penton  Hook,  had  one  of  4ilb.  ; 
and  at  Shiplake  a  trout  of  3^1b.  has  been 
caught.  At  Shepperton,  Mr.  Nursey  has  had 
a  5jlb.  fish,  whilst  at  Chertsey  a  trout  of  SJlb. 
has  been  caught.  Owing  to  getting  too  near 
the  weir,  a  sailing  dinghy  was  nearly  drawn 
over  the  top  of  it  early  in  the  week.  It  was  only 
the  mast  catching  in  some  woodwork  that  saved 
the  occupant  from  a  swim  in  the  fast  water  below, 
if  from  nothing  worse.  The  river  is  in  splendid 
condition  for  the  opening  of  the  coarse  fishing  on 
Tuesday  week,  there  being  a  good  head  of  water 
and  plenty  of  stream.  I  notice  that  an  Upper 
Thames  Public  Rights  Committee  has  been  formed 
with  the  object  of  getting  some  representation  upon 
the  new  Board  of  Conservators  which  will  be  formed 
under  the  Port  of  London  Bill.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  representative  men  residing  in  the  towns 
on  the  banks  of  the  river  would  be  exactly  the  per- 
sons who  would  look  after  the  upper  reaches  and 
Bee  that  the  towpath  and  the  rights  of  pleasure- 
seekers  are  properly  safeguarded.  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook 
("  John  Bickerdyke  ")  and  several  Members  of  Par- 
liament are,  I  am  glad  to  hear,  interesting  them- 
selves in  the  matter,  and  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if 
a  few  public  meetings  were  held  to  ventilate  the 
matter. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley).  — Lovely  weather  still  pre- 
vails for  Thames  trouting,  there  being  a  nice  stream, 
and  the  water  in  grand  order.  One  beautiful  trout, 
scaling  81b.  8oz.,  has  been  taken  by  a  local  angler 
while  fishing  within  a  few  miles  of  Henley.  There 
are  several  good  fish  about. — Stanley  Mead. 

Blagfdon  Iiake. — Fishing  return  for  the  week 
ending  May  30 : — On  May  25,  Mr.  J.  C.  Parker,  one 
trout,  31b.  ;  Major  Westmacott,  two,  31b.  4oz.  and 
21b.  4oz.  ;  Captain  Carr,  two,  1  lb.  14oz.  and 
lib.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Sheringham,  one,  31b.  4oz.,  and 
returned  two  under  21b.  On  May  27,  Colonel 
Tomlinson,  three,  41b.  12oz.,  21b.  6oz,  and  one  under 
21b.  ;  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall,  one,  31b.  6oz.  On  May  28,  Mr. 
G.  Gladwin-Errington,  one,  1  lb.  12oz.  ;  Mr.  W.  F. 
Booth,  two,  21b.  12oz.  and  21b.  14oz.  On  May  29, 
Major  Harvey,  one,  1  lb.  12oz.  On  May  30,  Mr.  G. 
Gladwin-Errington,  two,  21b.  and  21b.  loz.  ; 
Mr.  G.  H.  K.  Bone,  one,  1  lb.  2oz.  The  fish- 
ing for  the  week  was  very  bad,  the  fish  being 
dead  off ;  I  have  never  known  them  to  be  so  stiff. 
I  hope  the  thunderstorm  we  have  had  this  evening 
(June  1)  will  improve  matters.— Donald  Cabr. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — Sport  cannot  be 
classed  as  more  than  moderate,  and  although  there 
has  been  a  spell  of  exceptionally  fine  weather,  trout 
rods  have  not  benefited  much,  but  salmon  have 
been  running  freely.  A  few  brace  of  trout  have 
been  secured  by  local  rods.  At  the  Weir  several 
fine  salmon  have  been  taken,  wliilst  in  the  lower 
reaches  very  fair  hauls  have  been  made.  A  new 
fender  is  being  put  in  at  Stanton  by  the  Ecclesias- 
tical Commissioners. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Mr.  W.  M.  Bird  has 
been  elected  by  the  Teign  net  fishermen  as  their 
representative  on  the  Board.  Lord  Clifford,  of 
Chudleigh,  has  been  re-ekcted  chairman  of  the 
Teign  Conservators,  and  Colonel  Walcott  was 
appointed  representative  on  the  Devon  Sea 
Fisheries.  About  500  two-year-old  trout  from 
the  Braunton  Fishery  have  been  placed  in  the 
Teign  at  Newbridge  and  Tunsham,  and  it  ha?  been 
decided  to  supplement  this  by  placing  400  yearlings 
in  the  river  at  Christow,  and  100  two-year-olds  in 
the  Bovey.  By  the  way,  I  hear  that  during  May, 
trout  rose  well  in  the  Bovey,  and  that  some  good 
takes  were  recorded.  Fairly  good  sport  is  being 
obtained  on  the  Taw  and  Torridge  by  the  rods,  but 
the  netmen  up  to  now  have  had  a  very  disappoint- 
ing season.  The  Taw  and  Torridge  Angling  As- 
sociation were  to  have  held  a  competition  the  other 
evening  in  the  Bridge  pools,  Barnstaple.  Members 
were  out  some  time,  but  no  fish  were  caught,  and 
bass  &eem  to  be  rather  scarce. — Devonian. 

Elan  Valley  Lakes  (Tyrmynydd  House,  near 
Rhayader). — Sport  here  has  been  very  variable 
during  the  last  few  days,  and  I  have  not  done  so 
well  as  last  year,  the  result  of  six  days  and  one 
evening  being  only  about  lOlb.    Still,  I  have  had 


four  fish  over  a  pound,  one  being  nearly  1  Jib.  The 
dry-fly  was  most  effective,  weather  being  very  calm 
and  rendering  other  means  often  useless.  Your 
anglers  were  out  all  one  day  and  got  nothing, 
while  we  had  good  sport.  Still  we  have  had  a 
blank  also,  and  anglers  coming  down  must  expect 
this  occasionally,  though  the  lakes  are  full  of  fish 
all  over.  A  little  Grey  Quill  yielded  best  with  me, 
while  my  chum  did  best  with  a  tiny  Alexandra 
when  a  ripple  occurred.  One  fish  of  31b.  was  taken 
last  week,  and  a  5-pounder  seen  close  to  this  house. 
Sport  is  likely  to  improve  shortly,  as  heavy  rain  is 
now  coming  down  and  htis  been  for  hour-.  I  fear 
the  lower  part  of  Claerywen  is  now  of  little  use  — 
J.  P.  Taylor. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — A  perfect  deluge  of 
rain  visited  Exeter  and  neighbourhood  on  Monday 
night,  and  it  will  stop  fly-fishing  for  some  time. 
Bass  in  their  hundreds  may  be  seen  off  the  Warren. 
Exmouth,  and  Teignmouth,  and  several  fine  ones 
have  been  caught.  The  mackerel  have  put  in  an 
appearance  at  most  of  our  seaside  coasts  in  Devon 
and  Dorset.  On  May  II,  before  the  Exeter 
magistrates,  two  men  named  Thomas  Gale  and 
Thomas  Burnett,  of  Exeter,  were  summoned  for 
unlawfully  attempting  to  take  or  l<ill  a  salmon  in 
the  River  Exe  by  other  means  than  properly  licensed 
fishing.  Mr.  Ford,  who  prosecuted,  said  that  on 
the  day  in  question  the  young  min  Gale  was  sitting 
on  some  timber  on  the  Haven  Banks,  when  his 
attention  was  drawn  to  a  salmon  in  the  water. 
Gale  hit  the  fish  with  a  stone,  and  Burnett  took  it 
out  of  the  water  with  a  grappling-iron.  He  had 
no  instructions  to  pre-s  the  case,  especially  as 
the  defendants  pleaded  guilty.  The  Bench  fined 
defendants  10s.  each  inclusive  or  one  week's 
imprisonment. — Red  Palmer. 

Lake  Vyrnwy. — For  several  days  since  last 
report  the  sun  has  been  much  too  bright  and  the 
lake  too  calm  for  heavy  baskets  to  be  expected. 
However,  with  the  perseverance  of  anglers,  fairly 
good  sport  has  been  obtained.  May  26  being  the 
best  day  with  a  nice  show  of  seventy-one  on  the 
weighing  table.  Mr.  Topham  and  Dr.  Roberts 
brought  in  a  very  nice  basket  of  fifteen;  Mr.  Town- 
shend,  eleven ;  Mes  rs.  Copley,  Carr,  and  Schmidt, 
eleven  ;  Messrs.  Wilson  and  Guillemard,  ten  ;  Mr. 
Bourke,  five ;  Mr.  Melly,  eight ;  Mr.  S.  P.  de  Chance, 
five.  Mr.  Bourke  had  very  good  sport  on  May  28, 
his  best  fish  weighing  IJlb.  Mr.  Cooper,  a  keen 
angler,  had  in  two  days  twenty-six  trout, 
weighing  121b.  13oz.  Mr.  C.  Pryse  Rice  and  Dr. 
Trouncet  have  also  had  fairly  good  sport.  Best 
flies  :  Coch-y-Bondhu  Beetle  and  Claret  and  Grouse. 
— Long  Drift. 

Lea  and  Tribntaries. — ^Rivers  are  in  condition, 
and  the  May  Fly  is  beginning  to  show.  A  few  trout 
have  been  taken.  One  was  a  splendid  fish  of  71b. 
12oz.,  landed  by  Mr.  W.  Burgess  from  the  Lea,  near 
Hertford,  on  Monday. — Izaak  Walton. 

JtViSS  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  streams 
were  running  in  good  order  for  fishing  until 
June  2,  when  they  became  a  little  coloured.  The 
May  Fly  is  coming  up  well,  and  the  trout  are  begin- 
ning to  rise  freely.  Some  good  takes  of  nice-sized 
fish  have  been  had.  The  other  flies  to  use  are  the 
Gold-tipped  Blue,  Black  Gnat,  Orl  and  Red  Spin- 
ner.   The  Pinsley  is  in  fair  order. — Gwynne. 

Otter  (Budleig'h  Salterton). —  The  river  is  clear 
and  low,  and  the  numerous  weed-beds  all  covered 
with  white  flowers  give  it  a  beautiful  appearance, 
if  they  are  sometimes  in  the  way  of  the  angler's  flies. 
The  past  week  has  been  a  good  one.  A  rod  on  the 
Rolle  Estate  water  on  May  26  creeled  fifteen  fine 
trout,  and  on  May  28  the  same  rod  got  nine  fish ; 
several  of  these  exceeded  a  pound  in  weight.  Other 
rods  at  Ottery  St.  Mary  have  also  done  well,  four 
weighing  31b.  falling  to  a  rod  on  May  27.  Many 
large  fish  have  been  seen  and  hooked,  though 
nothing  up  to  21b.  have  been  basketed.  It  is  the 
opinion  of  many  old  Otter  anglers  that  the  size  of 
the  trout  of  the  river  is  greatly  improving.  Deadly 
flies  have  been  Olive  Quill,  Grey  Qui'l,  and  Black 
Gnat. — Heron. 

Plymouth. — The  rivers  are  running  down  to 
their  summer  level,  but  the  Tavy  has  some  salmon. 
Several  have  been  taken  by  the  townsmen,  and 
they  can  be  seen  in  great  numbers  in  the  Duke 
pools,  and  also  the  others.  A  friend  of  mine  had  a 
fine  one  over  101b.  Some  fine  trout  were  taken  at 
Burrator  Reservoir  during  the  week,  and  the  Dart 
has  given  good  sport  also. — William  Heardeb. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — 
The  weather  during  the  week  has  been  oppres- 
sive with    occasional    thunderstorms,   and  both 


Where  to  Go  to  Fish. — Infoi-mation  where  to  go  for  flsliiiig 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  on  the  Continent,  and  in  other  parts  of 
the  world  is  given  in  "  The  Angler's  Diary, "  over  300  pages. 
New  edition  now  ready.  Sent,  post  free  for  Is.  8d.  in  stamps, 
by  the  Hanager,  Fishing  Gazette,  19,  Adain-street,  Adelj)hi, 
Strand,  London,  W.C. 


streams  and  rivers  are  now  fretting  on  the  bright 
side.  Angling  on  the  Ouse  has  been  satisfactory. 
On  May  31  Mr.  Fowler  from  the  Sheffield  Park  reach 
captured  a  nice  trout  of  1  lb.  ;  several  smaller  fish 
were  also  taken.  .Mr.  A.  Snelgrove,  while  eel 
fishing,  hooked  a  carp  of  41b.  lOoz.,  which  was 
returned  to  the  water.  Good  bags  of  eels  were  taken 
also  at  Barcombe  Mills.  The  West  Sussex  streams 
have  yielded  a  few  brace  of  trout,  the  heaviest 
notified  weighed  21b.  4oz.  Tides  have  not  been 
suitable  for  harbour  fishing,  but  a  few  bass  and 
smelt  have  been  taken  from  the  lower  water.  There 
has  been  a  glut  of  mackerel  at  Hayling  Bay,  which 
were  retailed  at  twenty-four  a  shilling. — George  F. 
Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Rain  has  fallen  very  freely 
since  Monday,  and  the  rivers  should  be  in  good 
fishing  order  next  week.  On  May  30  an  angler  had 
a  good  catch  of  fish  with  Hare's  Flax  and  Silver 
Twist.  Numbers  of  fishermen  decline  anything 
but  natural  colour  hackle  flies.  Some  good  takes 
are  being  had  around  here,  and  should  the  waters 
rise  good  sport  should  be  had  during  the  holidays. 
Flies  to  use  are  Pheasant  Tail,  Pink  and  Yellow 
Badger,  and  Blue  Upright. — Rusty  Game. 

Teify  (Llandyssil).— The  Teify  up  to  June  2 
was  very  low  and  bright,  and  of  very  little  use  for 
salmon  fishing.  Trout,  however,  did  fairly  well, 
Messrs.  Roberts,  Topham,  Burgess,  and  Allen 
taking  some  nice  fish,  mostly  in  the  evening, 
on  the  Forth  Hotel  waters.  Mr.  D.  L.  Jones, 
fishing  on  his  own  waters,  is  the  only  successful 
salmon  fisher  of  this  week.  On  June  2.  heavy 
rains  prevailed,  and  consequently  a  flood.  It  is 
fining  down  nicely  to-day  (Wednesday),  and  ought 
to  be  in  good  order  again  on  Friday,  and  remain  so 
over  Whitsun,  and  a  few  days  after.  Sewin  are  also 
likely  to  come  up  the  river  now,  as  this  flood  has 
come  at  just  a  nice  time. — T.  G.  T. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  weather  is  very  unsettled, 
but  a  number  of  anglers  have  been  out  of  late,  and 
sport  has  been  good.  The  May  Fly  is  now  coming 
up  well,  and  if  the  water  clears  good  sport  should 
be  had.  During  last  week  one  angler  landed  thirty- 
six  trout  with  the  fly.  On  June  1  several  good 
trout  were  landed  with  May  Fly.  With  live  bait 
two  small  pike  were  caught  above  the  Castle,  and 
one  below  Ludford.  On  June  1  five  trout  were 
taken  in  Corve  with  Black  Gnat.  Prospects  for 
sport  good. — S.  Ludlow. 

Test,  etc. — May  Fly  has  been  in  evidence  on  the 
lower  waters  for  a  few  days.  Strangely  enough, 
some  have  been  seen  this  week  above  Wherwell ; 
generally  they  do  not  show  there  until  quite  a  week 
later  than  lower  down  the  river.  The  rise  of  small 
fly  has  come  on  quite  early  in  the  morning,  the  rise 
being  over  in  some  places  by  10.30,  but  during  the 
day  odd  fish  may  be  found  rising,  and  in  the  after- 
noon there  is  a  second  rise  of  fly.  As  usual 
at  this  time  of  year  there  are  great  numbers 
of  spent  flies  coming  down,  also  Curses — trout  have 
been  principally  feeding  on  these.  Some  fish  have 
been  killed  with  Welshman's  Button,  which  is  now 
on  the  water.  In  the  evening  fish  have  been 
feeding  on  a  small  Curse  most  diflicult  to  imitate. 
There  have  been  but  few  Sedge  Flies  showing  in  the 
evening.  A  five-pound  fish  in  beautiful  condition 
was  killed  near  Stockbridge  this  week,  and  many 
baskets  of  three  to  four  and  a  half  brace  have  been 
taken  in  different  parts  of  the  river. — Olive  Dun. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring' 
Rivers. — The  variable  character  of  the  weather 
during  the  last  few  days  has  alternately  stimulated 
and  retarded  sport  on  our  northern  rivers.  Owing 
to  the  more  seasonable  weather  which  prevailed  last 
week,  however,  the  rivers  have  fined  down  a  good 
bit,  and  have  now  almost  reached  summer  level ;  as 
a  result  only  experienced  anglers  have  been  able  to 
capture  a  decent  basket  of  fish.  Local  rodmen  who 
thought  it  worth  while  to  try  the  Whittle  Dene 
reservoirs  have  had  something  to  show  for  their 
efforts.  Mr.  George  Brown,  Newcastle,  fishing  with 
the  "Bonita"  Fly,  grassed  eleven  and  seven 
trout  respectively  during  last  week.  Angling  on 
the  Coquet  has  been  poor  during  the  past  week,  and 
many  fishermen  depending  on  this  river  for  a  good 
day's  sport  have  returned  sadly  disappointed; 
nevertheless,  I  heard  of  a  Xewcastle  gentleman  who, 
fishing  every  day  last  week,  was  responsible  for 
sixtj-^-two  trout,  the  largest  of  which  turned  the 
scale  at  1  lb.  3oz.  The  North  Tyne  is  also  running 
low  and  clear,  and  sport  has  only  been  moderate. 
Mr.  C.  Wormald,  fishing  in  Mr.  W.  Holzapfel's 
private  stretch,  landed  five  nice  trout — a  basket 
which  represented  a  full  day's  angling.  ^Ir.  Hedley, 
fishing  above  Bellingham,  had  a  total  of  twenty-five 
in  two  outings ;  most  of  these  were  captured  with 
the  Pale  Yellow  Dun.  The  Stone  Fly  is  hatching 
plentifully  on  the  gravel  beds  of  the  rivers,  and  as 
the  fish  are  feeding  ravenously  on  this  fly,  for  the 
present  at  least,  all  other  kinds  of  fishing  are  practi- 
cally useless. — Henry  A.  Mubton. 
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J.  E.  MILLER, 

NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  DEPOT,  19,  New  Station  St,,  LEEDS. 


Telbcrams:  "PISCATOR,  LEEDS.  ' 


TKlEl'HiiNE:  No.  2001. 


THE  "WEE"  CHAPIWAN 

For  Spinning  a  Small  Minnow 
in  low,  clear  water. 

Price,  with  5  trebles  as  sketch,  1/6. 
„    3  •    „  1/3. 


MAY  FLIES 

DRESSED    TO  PATTERN 

ON   SHORTEST  NOTICE. 

LARGE  STOCK  IN  GREAT  VARIETY. 

SELECTIONS  SENT  ON  APPROVAL. 
ALL  SHADES,  GREY,  YELLOW  AND  GREEN. 


MAY  FLY  CASTS 


Made  from  SPECIALLY  PICKED  GUT,  Tapered  1/6  each. 
EXTRA  FINE  NATURAL  PICKED  GUT  POINTS 

17  inches  long,  13/6  per  hundred. 


The 'TRACEY' WHOLE  CANE  ROD 

FULLY  FITTED,    LOCK  JOINTS,  3  Tops  for  Wet  and  Dry  Fly  and 
Minnow  Fishing,  GREEN  FINISH,  LIGHT  AND  POWERFUL. 

Price  30h 


Playeris 
Navy 

Mixture 


A  Tobacco  of  Matchless  Charm. 


P.  D.  MALLOCH, 


SCOTT  STREET, 
 PERTH-  


MANUFACTURER  OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION  OF  FISHING 
TACKLE   SUITABLE    FOR    ALL    PARTS    OF   THE  WORLD. 

MallOCh's    New    Rods  in  two  joints,  all  grcenheart,  for  Salmon,  very  light  and  powerful. 

The  New  "  Airylig-ht  "  Trout  Rod,  in  two  joints,  for  flexibility,  balance,  and  lightness,  is  unsurpassed. 


MALLOCH'S  PATENT  CASTING  REEL 

The  only  Perfect  Casting  Reel  for  Salmon,  Mahseer,- and  Trout,  and  all 
kinds  of  Coarse  Fishiiig.    Unsurpassed  for  long  distance  casting.  Simple 
and  easy  to  learn. 


MALLOCH'S  PATENT  FLY  CASL 

For  Salmon,  Grilse,  Sea  Trout,-  and  Eyed 
Plies  of  all  sizes.  Handy  and  compact.  Each 
fly  secured  hy  neat  and  effective  arrangement. 

Large  assortment  of  sizes  to  choose  from. 


Malloeh's  New  King'fishep  Silk  Waterproof  Lines,  all  sizes,  single  and  double,  tapered  and 

level.    This  is  without  doubt  tlie  best  line  ever  produced. 

LARGEST  STOCK  IN  THE  KINGDOM  OF  FLIES  FOR  SALMOl^yRILSE,  SEA  TROUT"aND  LOCH  AND  RIVER  TROUT,  INCLUDING  MANY 
NEW  PATTERNS,  ALL  NEATLY  AND  BEAUTIFULLY  TIED.       N^ew  Illustrated  Lists  free. 

iLwa.x>decl   XO   Gold   a,nd    otKei?   IMEeda^ls   for   Excellence   in    FiaKin^  TsLcUlct. 

Telegrams;   MALLOCH,    PERTH.  Telephone   No.  31. 
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Usk  (Usk). — The  river  is  ati'.l  ia  condition  for  the 
salmon  angler,  having  risen  five  to  six  inches  after 
the  heavy  thunderstorm  of  Tuesday.  The  following 
,  successes  are  reported  ; — May  2(i,  Mr.  Geo.  Lavin, 
one,  121b.,  in  the  Withy  Bed.  May  27,  Mr.  J.  Pitt, 
one,  l.)lb.,  in  the  Withy  Bed;  Dr.  Hackett,  one, 
S.Ub.,  in  Harry  Giles'  stream.  May  28,  Mr.  C. 
Cartwright,  one,  lOlb.,  in  the  Bridge  stream. 
May  30,  3Ir.  Sword^  one,  8Jlb.,  in  Lower  Penearreg. 
— T.  R. 

Wye    and    Derwent     (Derbyshire).  —  The 

weather  continues  very  hot  and  sultry,  with  occa- 
sional thunderstorms,  and  the  fish  at  times  will 
scarcely  move,  and  it  is  thought  that  it  is  the  elec- 
tricity in  the  air.  A  good  few  anglers  ha\  e  been  out, 
but  fishing  in  the  middle  of  the  day  is  almost  use- 
less except  by  dibbing,  or  dapping  as  it  is  sometimes 
called,  with  natural  flies,  such  as  the  Down  Looker 
or  Blue  Bottle,  and  May  Fly  when  it  is  out,  as  very 
few  have  been  seen  at  present.  If  tliis  weather 
continues  they  should  be  out  by  June  8  or 
June  10.  Those  gentlemen  who  have  fished  the 
Wye  have  done  best  in  the  evening,  as  two  hours  at 
night  is  worth  all  the  day  besides,  as  the  Yellow 
comes  out  thickly  about  8  p.m.  The  Derwent 
afiorded  nice  sport,  both  the  Hathersage  and 
also  the  Chatsworth  fisheries  yielding  baskets 
ranging  from  three  to  seven  brace.  The  Darley- 
dale  Club's  portion  of  this  river  afforded  its 
members  two  and  three  brace  of  nice  fish.  The 
Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association's  water 
was  well  patronised,  and  the  members  have  been 
rewarded  with  two  to  four  brace  of  nice  fish.  A 
severe  thunderstorm  passed  over  this  district  early 
on  the  morning  of  June  2  and  coloured  the  river. 
L^seful  flies :  Yellow  Dun,  Dotterel  Hackle,  Black 
Gnat,  May  Fly  (when  out).  Oak  Fly,  and  Orange 
Bumble. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Torks). — Up  to  Tuesday  all  our  rivers  had 
run  down  very  low  and  clear,  consequently  sport 
had  fallen  off  considerably  on  most  of  our  favourite 
streams.  Since  last  report  the  weather  has  been 
gloriously  fine,  which  has  hatched  out  the  Stone  Fly 
and  Green  Drake.  On  the  Yore,  Wharfe  and  Swale, 
the  Stone  Fly  is  now  well  on,  and  the  trout  take  it  in 
preference  to  any  other  fly  or  bait  that  may  be 
offered  to  them.  The  Foredale  anglers  are  having  ex- 
cellent sport  in  spite  of  the  f  reqwent  thunder  showers. 
Amongst  others  who  have  well  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Wensley  and  Middleham,  I  maj'  mention 
the  Hon.  A.  Orde  Powlett,  with  a  basket  of  thirty- 
sis  fish;  Mr.  H.  Collinson,  fifteen;  Mr.  J.  E. 
Miller,  twelve.  Sport  has  also. been  good  at  Hawes 
and  Ayagarth.  In  the  lower  waters  sport  has  been 
fairly  good  at  Cover  Bridge  and  Masham.  The  Swale 
has  also  been  fishing  well.  At  Richmond,  Ruth  and 
.  Easby  sport  has  also  been  good.  The  Wharfe  has 
been  running  low  and  clear;  sport  on  the  whole 
has  not  been  at  all  good;  in  the  upper  reaches 
a  few  brace  of  fish  have  been  got  with  the 
Creeper  and  Stone  Fly.  In  the  district  of 
Burnsall,  Bolton  Woods  and  Ilkley  sport  has 
varied.  A  few  brace  have  been  got  with  the  fly 
in  the  early  morning  and  late  in  the  evening. 
Sport  on  the  Ryedale  and  Pickering  Becks  has  been 
fair  since  the  Green  Drake  has  appeared,  and  the 
fish  are  feeding  ravenously  on  it.  On  the  Aire  in  the 
upper  reaches  the  Green  Drake  has  also  appeared, and 
the  fish  are  feeding  well  on  this  river.  On  Tuesday 
we  had  a  fearfully  bad  thunderstorm,  which  has  done 
much  damage  in  different  parts,  the  lightning, 
unfortunately,  killing  a  farmer's  boy  at  Leyburn. 
Freohets  followed  in  most  of  our  streams,  which  will 
put  the  rivers  into  capital  trim  for  the  Whitsuntide 
holiday  anglers,  who  should  have  a  good  time  of  it, 
best  flies  being  Green  Drake,  Stone  Fly,  Yellow  Dot- 
terel, Stone  Midge,  Brown  Owl,  and  Yellow-legged 
Bloa :  best  dry  flies  being  Light  Olive  Dun  and 
Olive  Quill. — John  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Beanly  and  Conon. — The  exceptionally  hot 
weather  prevailing  in  the  Highlands  brought  down 
the  Beauly  so  low  that  a  reduction  in  the  number 
of  salmon  caught  followed  as  a  natural  consequence. 
Out  from  the  Lovat  Arms  Hotel,  Mr.  G.  S.  Gibbons 
grassed  a  salmon  of  lOIb.,  on  May  25,  on  the  Home 
Beat.  On  May  26  he  had  one  of"9ilb.  on  the  Falls 
Beat ;  on  the  same  date,  Mr.  Beevil  Stannier,  the 
newly-elected  M.P.  for  Shropshire,  landed  on  the 
Home  Beat  three  weighing  lOlb.,  OJlb.,  and  81b. 
On  May  29  Mr.  Gibbons  landed  one  of  8Jlb.  on  the 
Falls  Beat,  and  Mr.  Stannier  one  of  9|lb.  on  the 
Home  Beat.  On  May  30,-  fishing  the  Home  Beat, 
Mr.  Gibbons  had  a  salmon  of  Oilb.  and  a  nice  trout. 
In  the  tidal  waters,  for  the  past  week,  twenty-three 
nice  sea-trout  were  had  on  the  Jloniack  Castle  rod. 
•  Conon. — Fishing  lor  short  periods  in  the  mornings 
and  late  evenings  five  salmon  and  several  sea  and 
brown  trout  were  landed  on  the  lower  reaches.  In 
the  tidal  pools  very  fair  creels  were  landed  by  the 


local  auiilers  who  are  privileged  to  fish  b\-  Colonel 
Stewart  Mackenzie,  of  Seaforth.  The  net  fishing 
lessees  again  did  badly. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Most  of  the  burn 
trout  seem  to  have  been  caught  in  the  Liddle.  Mr. 
William  Armstrong  creeled  thirty  in  the  Liddle.  In 
the  upper  reaches,  Mr.  Crozier  had  two  dozen;  ^ir. 
H.  Jardine,  one  sea-trout,  1  ilb.,  and  some  yellow 
trout;  Mr.  Potts,  two  sea-trout  and  a  basket  of 
yellow  trout ;  Mr.  J.  Johnstone,  one  sea-trout  and 
a  basket  of  yellow  trout,  and  at  another  fishing  a 
basket  of  four  dozen  yellow  (rout;  Mr.  J.  Cowan, 
in  two  fishings,  81b.  of  yellow  trout;  and  Mr.  D. 
Ferguson,  51b.  In  the'  Canonbie  water,  Mr.  W. 
Murray,  two  sea-trout  and  a  basket  of  seven  yellow 
trout;  Mr.  Jim  Steele,  a  small  salmon  and  some 
sea-trout.  Mr.  W.  A.  Jackson,  in  Langholm  water, 
has  had  baskets  of  burn  trout ;  Mr.  J.  Brattie,  one 
sea- trout,  1  Jib. ;  Messrs.  R.  Armstrong  and  W. 
McMillan  each  had  a  sea-trout.  Felow  Longtown, 
in  the  Netherby  reserved  water,  Mr.  Reid,  fishing 
with  fly,  had  a  sea-trout,  1  Jib.  In  the  Graham 
Arms,  Mr.  Swinburne  and  friends  had  sea-trout 
and  yello  V  trout  in  the  Netherby  reserved  water, 
while  Mr.  J.  Scott  has  had  some  baskets  of  yellow 
trout.  Fishing  in  the  Langholm  water,  especially 
in  the  Island  Pool,  is  better.  Good  tishing  at  time 
of  Writing. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.). — During 
the  past  week  the  river  got  lower  every  day.  A 
clean  run  salmon  of  11  ^Ib.  was  landed  on  Amat 
water. — B. 

Inchuadamph  Hotel  (Sntherland).^ — On  May 

25,  Admiral  Walker,  on  Castle  Bay,  four  trout,  3  Jib. 
On  May  26,  Dr.  Gardiner  and  Dr.  Wedgewood,  on 
Awe,  twenty,  91b. ;  Mr.  E.  S.  Webb,  on  Inver,  ten, 
71b.  On  May  27,  Captain  Walker,  on  Awe,  eleven, 
51b.  ;  Admiral  Walker,  on  Loanan,  nine,  i^lb.  On 
May  28,  Mrs.  Walker  and  Miss  Webb,  on  Awe, 
twenty,  91b.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ashby,  on  Kyleskue, 
one  sea-trout,  31b.,  and  two  cod,  41b.  ;  Admiral 
Walker,  on  Loanan,  nine  trout,  4lb.  ;  Mr.  Ivory,  on 
Castle  Bay,  four,  31b  (heaviest,  2|lb.).  On  May  29, 
Admiral  Walker,  on  Kyleskue,  six  sea-trout,  1  i  lb. 
(heaviest,  4Jlb. );  Mr.  Ivory,  on  Inver,  fourteen 
trout,  91b.  ;  Dr.  Gardiner  and  Dr.  ^Vedgewood,.  on 
Awe,  eighteen,  9lb.  On  May  30,  Dr.  Gardiner,  on 
Gillaroo,  two,  41b.  (heaviest,  31b.) ;  Dr.  Wedgewood, 
on  Inver,  seven,  5-Ub.  ;  Mr.  E.  S.  Webb,  on  Inver, 
ten,  51b. ;  Admiral  Walker,  on  Awe,  nine,  41b.  ; 
Captain  Walker,  on  West  Assynt,  three,  61b. 
(heaviest,  31b.).— W.  Wallace. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland  (Bonarbridge,  K.B.). — 
Sea-trout  angling  still  very  poor,  but  the  netters  are 
doing  well. — B. 

Kyle  of  Stitherland  (Invershin,  N.B.).— 
This  part  of  the  Kyle  has  been  giving  fair  ;  atis- 
faction  all  through.  Mr.  W.  Ur^,uhart,  out  from 
Station  Hotel  for  a  few  hours  on  May  26,  got  five 
sea-trout,  4lb.^ — B. 

Lairg  Hotel  Waters  (Stitherland,  N.B.). — 
On  May  27,  Mr.  Urquhart,  TTain,  fi  hed  LochCracail 
and  caught  eighteen  trout  averaging  over  |lb.,  the 
total  weight  being  10}lb. — B. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — The  advent  of  bright, 
jjenial  weather  with  cloudless  skies  has  brought  a 
fine  hatch  out  of  loch  flies,  and  fish  have  now  left 
their  bottom  feeding  and  cqme  to  the  surface.  The 
breeze  having  gone  round  to  the  south-east,  anglers 
are  having  excellent  sport  with  fly  even  iti  the 
bright  glare  of  the  sun,  and  I  have  to  record  the 
best  sport  of  the  season.  Evening  fishing  has  been 
all  that  could  be  desired,  .ami  the  best  for  many 
yejrs.  The  most  successful  durin^'  the  day  were  : — 
Mr.  Smith,  Kelty,  forty-nine  trout,  38ib.  ;  Messrs. 
Ritchie  and  Hope,  Greenock,  twent\-four,  19lb.  ; 
Mr.  Ashby,  Redhill,  twenty-eight,  19lb.  ;  Messrs. 
J.  Millar  and  Brunton,  Edinburgh,  twenty-two, 
20lb.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Bourne,  Redhill,  twenty-one, 
141b.  8oz  ;  Mr.  G.  Cossar,  Leith,  and  Mr.  J.  Dick, 
Dunfermline,  nineteen,  181b.^;  the  Bishop  of  New- 
castle, twenty- two,  171b.  8oz.  ;  Capt.  Eley,  Shirend, 
twenty-two,  21  lb.  ;  Mr.  Collay,  Edenbridge,  Kent, 
sixteen,  131b.;  Messrs.  Kirk,  Nisbet,  and  Cunning- 
ham, Cowdenbeath,  seventeen,  141b.  8oz.  ;  Me>srs. 
Key,  Ramsay,  and  Miller,  Glasgow,  sixteen, 
141b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Ashby  and  Rlr.  Bourne,  R  dhill, 
twenty-two,  161b.  ;  Mr.  Norwood,  Dublin,  and  Mr 
Dui-ward,  Edinburgh,  fifteen,  131b.  8oz.  The  fol- 
lowing catches  were  made  in  tlu-ee  or  four  hours  in 
the  eyen'ng  : — Mr.  Watson  and  Mr.  Annandale, 
Perth,  twenty-seven,  201b. ;  Mr.  Buchanan,  Glasgow, 
seventeen,'  13lb.  ;  Mr.  Hutchinson  and  Mr.  Smith, 
Perth,  twenty-four,  211b.;  Dr.  Dickson  and  Mr. 
Melville,  Lochgelly,  nineteen,  16lb.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Laird,  London,  fourteen,  131b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  J.  A. 
Fraser,  Glasgow,  fourteen,  141b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  McNicol 
and  Mr.  Dunsraore,  Perth,  filteen,  161b.  8oz.  ;  Mr. 
G.  H.  Ramsbottom,  Cheshire,  eighteen,  151b.;  Mr. 
G.  Morton,  Glasgow,  twelve,  101b. :  Mr.  J.  Daw, 
Glencraig,  eighteen,  121b.  ;  Mr.  R.  D.  Bell,  Perth, 
thirteen,  111b.;  Mr.  D.  Moir,  jun.,  Kinnesswood, 


fourteen,  101b.  ;  Mr.  1).  Campbell.  Lumphijinane, 
eleven,  1 1  lb.  ;  Captain  Stewart,  Hamilton,  thirteen, 
111b.;  Mr.  Beach  and  Mr.  Ramsden,  twelve, 
91b.  8oz.  The  first  prize  winners  at  angling  club 
comf.otitions  were  : — Mr.  W.  Harvey,  Kelvinside 
Academical  Club,  nine,  Olb.  2oz. ;  Mr.  J.  Measer, 
Cowdenbeath  and  district  Club,  thirteen,  91b.  14oz. ; 
Mr.  R.  C.  Hawthorn,  Leith  Fly  Fishing  Association, 
fourteen,  121b.  loz. ;  Mr.  G.  Hogg,  Wanderers  Club, 
twenty-eight,  19lb.  2oz. ;  Mr.  Jas.  Watson,  Kelty 
and  Blairadam  Club,  twenty-two,  161b.  4oz.  The 
total  catch  this  season  up  to  the  end  of  May  was 
5041  trout,  44101b.  This  exceeds  last  year's  take 
for  the  corresponding  period  by  three  trout.  The 
average  weight  this  season  is  higher  than  last. — 
RoBT.  B.  Laing. 

Teleoraji.- — "  The  National  -Angling  Clubs  estab- 
lished a  record  at  their  competition  on  Loch  Leven 
on  .Wednesday  in  bright,  unfavourable-looking 
weather.  Forty-four  club  representatives  engaged, 
and  creeled  five  hundred  and  ninety-three  trout. 
The  champion  weis  Mr.  Hunter  Kennedy,  West  of 
Scotland  Club,  with  twenty-two  trout,  18lb.  12oz. 
There  was  only  31b.  of  difference  between  the  six 
prize  winners.  Heaviest  fish,  21b.  2oz.  Details 
next  week. — Rout.  B.  Laing." 

Loch  Ness  (Douglas  Hotel). — On  May  19,  Mr. 

R.  M  Cameron,  eight  trout  and  one  sea-trout,  511b.  ; 
on  May  20,  one  salmon,  181b.,  and  eight  trout,  51b.  ; 
on  May  21,  fivo  trout,  31b.  ;  on  May  23,  two  salmon, 
171b.  and  71b.,  and  seventeen  trout  and  one  sea- 
trout,  lOJ-Ib. ;  for  week  ending  May  28,  four  days' 
fishing,  twenty  trout,  141b.— R.  C. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— On  May  26,  Mr. 
Nightingale,  six  trout,  31b.,  and  on  Ma\-  27,  five, 
2|lb.  On  May  28,  Hon.  St.  John  Forrester,  five,  31b. 
On  May  29,  Messrs.  Willison  and  Rodgerson,  twenty, 
81b.  On  May  30,  Capt.  J.  Creagh  Scott,  fourteen, 
8pb.,  and  one  of  21b.  On  June  1,  Messrs.  Houghton 
and  Latham,  twenty -six,  101b. ;  Mr.  Butter,  ten, 
5lb.  ;  Hon.  St.  John  Forrester,  three,  2ilb.  On 
June  2,  Messrs.  Houghton  and  Latham,  thirteen, 
61b. :  Mr.  Butter,  five,  2Jlb.— H.  J.  Knight. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).— Owing 
to  adverse  conditions  sport  has  dwindled  almost  to 
nothing.  On  May  18,  Mr.  J.  F.  Ogilvie  landed  two 
salmon  on  Beat  No.  3;  and  Mr.  J.  R.  Meek,  one  on 
No.  2.  On  May  19,  Mr.  R.  T.  Gill,  two  on  No.  1 ; 
and  on  May  20,  Mr.  Griffith-:,  Syre  Lodge,  had  one 
on  the  same  beat.  May  21  was  blank,  but  on 
May  22  Mr.  J.  F.  Ogilvie,  one  on  No.  2.  On 
May  25,  Mr.  J.  F.  Ogilvie,  one  on  No.  3.  Since  then 
the  river  has  been  too  low  and  weather  too  bright 
lor  successful  angling.  The  netters  at  the  estuary 
are  also  getting  but  few  fish. — B. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee,  Don,  etc. — Most  of 
the  rods  angling  the  spring  waters  on  lease  left  on 
May  26,  when  their  season  came  to  an  end.  Mr. 
Meakin  and  his  brother  finished  off  on  the  Durris 
section,  upper  half,  with  106  for  a  broken  season,  as 
it  was  many  weeks  after  the  opening  till  Mr.  ^leakin 
was  able  to  be  out.  Mr.  Baird's  party  on  Lower 
Durris  had  similar  re  udts.  On  the  Drum  water  Mr. 
Whitelaw  had  twenty-three  for  his  time  on  the 
Tor-na  Coil  waters.  On  Caimton  Lord  Penrhyn 
had  1 10  for  May,  and  Blackball  Castle  rods  320,  the 
record  of  records  for  this  water.  The  Woodend 
water  has  also  yielded  well.  The  Messrs.  Aix  have 
had  some  nice  fish  on  Potarch  fishings,  and  the 
Aboj'ne  waters  have  not  been  altogether  blank,  but 
otherwise  the  river  is  too  small  and  clear  for  good 
sport.  On  the  King's  waters  at  Balmoral  Sir 
Dighton  Probyn  had  a  few  casts  when  lately  on 
Deeside,  but  for  many  weeks  back  very  few  fish 
have  graced  the.-e  parts,  the  temperature  being  too 
low.  There  are  some  fish,  but  they  will  not  rise. 
Don. — On  the  Grandholm  section  the  Countess  of 
Suffolk's  tenants  had  some  good  trouting.  On 
Beadbeston,  Mr.  Ewen  had  a  nice  yellow  trout  of 
3Jlb.  on  May  26.  Fairly  good  baskets  have  been 
naade  by  Messrs.  W.  B.  Meff",  R.  Lindsay,  A.  Smith, 
and  others  on  the  club's  water,  and  mostly  to  the 
Greenwell's  Glory  and  Red  Quill.— G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  Annan. — Very  dis- 
appointing sport  has  been  the  rule  this  week  in  the 
lower  portions,  though  the  clear-water  worm  and 
fly  were  repeatedly  tried.  Not  a  single  sea-trout 
has  been  caught  in  the  tidal  waters  for  several  days. 
The  Mount  Annan  water  has  yielded  nothing  for 
over  a  week.  In  Hoddom  Castle  water  a  couple  of 
sea- trout  have  fallen  to  rods  fishing  with  the 
evening  fly.  In  the  upper  reaches,  on  May  29,  Mr. 
Halliday  had  a  basket  of  yellow  trout,  15lb. 
(heaviest,  3ilb.).  Mr.  Johnstone,  on  May  30,  took 
9lb.  of  yeUow  trout  with  the  clear-water  worm. 
Sport  is  not  good  in  the  waters  nearer  Moffat. 
The  Dumfries  Nith  and  tributaries  are  rather 
low  and  clear  for  fly.  On  the  Carnsalloch  water, 
Dumfries,  Mr.  Clarke  took  six  yellow  trout  and  one 
sea-trout  of  lib.  Very  poor  baskets  are  being 
taken  in  the  Mid-Nithsdale  Association's  waters, 
while  angling  is  about  at  a  standstill  in  the  U^pper 
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Nithsdale  Association's  stretch  at  Sanquhar  on 
account  of  low  waters.  In  the  Upper  Association's 
water  of  the  Cairn,  on  May  28,  Mr.  R.  Cowan, 
Dumfries,  had  a  good  basket  of  yellow  trout,  and 
Mr.  W.  Clark  about  thirty.  The  Galloway 
RivEBS.  —  Angling  is  at  present  disappointing 
on  all  the  rivers  of  the  Stewartry,  and  there 
is  little  chance  of  improvement  until  there  is  a 
thorough  fall  of  rain.  The  Aybshibe  Rivers  and 
Lochs. — Yellow  trout  fishing  on  the  Dalmellington 
Loch  is  fairly  good  again  this  week.  On  May  27 
Mr.  Reid  and  friend  were  out  from  the  Eglinton  on 
Loch  Doon  and  had  fourteen  trout,  and  Mr. 
Murdoch  fifteen.  Mr.  Barr  and  friend,  out  from 
the  Black  Bull  Hotel,  took  thirty-six.  On  May  23 
Mr.  Smith  had  twenty-four,  all  with  fly.  On 
May  30  two  Annan  fishermen  found  a  sturgeon 
struggling  in  shallow  water  on  the  Sandrig  at 
Annan,  and  succeeded  in  capturing  it.  Its  weight 
was  1041b  — Heathebbell. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg",  N.B.). — 
Some  excellent  baskets  of  trout  (with  fly)  are  being 
got  on  the  lochs,  and  the  angling  prospects  for  the 
season  are  good.  Mr.  Little  was  out  three  days,  and 
his  takes  ranged  up  to  a  dozen,  while  their  average 
weight  was  almost  exactly  1  lb.  The  heaviest  in- 
dividual trout  weighed  3flb.,  and  was  landed  on 
Loch  No.  2.— B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — On  May  23,  Colonel 
Rutherford  landed  one  salmon,  weighing  lOlb.  On 
May  25,  Mr.  Lees  landed  a  12-pounder.  On  May  28, 
Mr.  Lees  had  a  salmon  of  241b.,  and  on  May  29  one 
of  131b.— B. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — Ideal  weather  and  water 
conditions  gave  place  towards  the  end  of  the  week 
to  great  heat  and  very  strong  sunshine,  which  was 
everything  but  favourable  for  successful  angling 
during  the  day.  In  the  evenings  results  were  better. 
Fish  seem  to  be  still  running  well,  but  will  not  rise 
to  the  lure.  On  Mr.  McCorquodale'a  Tulchan 
water,  fourteen  salmon  were  landed  for  the  week  ; 
and  from  the  Knockando  House  water  (Mr. 
Hanky's),  Mr.  John  Shand,  gamekeeper,  landed 
four  salmon  weighing  each  71b.,  7ilb.,  8Jlb.,  and 

.  231b. ;  while  from  the  Wester  Elchies  water,  Mr. 
Clutterbuck  landed  two  of  81b.  and  231b.  ;  and  Mr. 
Harding  one  of  71b.    From  the  Arndilly  water,  on 

*May  25,  four  salmon  of  61b.,  741b.,  Sib.,  and  161b. 
were  landed  ;  and  on  May  27,  one  of  81b.  ;  and  from 
the  Rothes  water,  Mr.  Peto  landed  four  of  81b., 
8|lb.,  lljlb.,  and  12Jlb.  For  the  week,  six  salmon 
were  landed  from  the  Delfur  water,  and  a  similar 
number  from  Mr.  Wharton  Duff's  Orton  House 
water.  The  spring  angling  season  at  Fochabers, 
taken  from  the  opening  until  the  end  of  May,  has 
been  the  poorest  since  the  netting  ceased,  a  year  or 
two  ago.  May  was  the  best  month,  over  twenty 
salmon  having  been  killed  in  one  of  the  earlier 
weeks  of  that  month. — J.  M. 

Thurso  (Caithness). — For  week  ending  May  30  : 
— Mr.  John  Black  killed  one  fish  of  61b.  on  iSTo.  6 
Beat ;  Mr.  Alex.  Sinclair,  three,  15lb.,  91b.,  and  71b. ; 
Mr.  Wm.  Finlayson,  one,  71b.,  and  Mr.  John  Leed, 
one,  41b.,  on  No.  7  Beat ;  Mr.  Wm.  Finlayson,  one, 
91b.,  on  Loch  Beg. — A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
All  the  rivers  in  the  Border  district  are  low,  clear, 
and  in  good  trouting  condition.  On  May  26,  on 
the  jLees  water,  James  Tait,  fisherman,  caught  a 
salmon  of  6Jlb.  On  May  27,  on  the  Cornhill  water, 
Mr.  Mills,  one,  7Jlb. ;  on  the  Hendersyde  water, 
Thomas  Pringle  last  week  killed  a  salmon,  on 
Monday  last  three  salmon,  and  on  Tuesday  he  also 
killed  one ;  on  AVark  North  water,  Mr.  Allgood, 
on  May  22,  caught  one  of  l^Xb.  ;  onthe  Wark  water, 
on  May  25,  Frank  Swan  had  one  of  51b. ;  on  Carham 
water,  on  the  same  date,  Willie  Robson,  fisherman, 
had  two  of  4lb.  and  51b. ;  on  the  Cornhill  water,  on 
May  26,  Mr.  Miles  had  one  of  l^lh. ;  on  the  Lees 
water,  James  Tait,  one  of  71b. ;  on  the  Lennell 
water,  on  May  26,  Mr.  Taylor,  one  of  71b.  In  the 
Kelso  district  of  the  Tweed,  James  Mabon  had  a 
yellow  trout  of  2|-lb. ;  on  May  20,  on  the  Lees  water, 
Walter  Smith  had  five  trout,  and  on  May  22  James 
Murray  had  three,  2^1b.  On  the  Lennell  water,  on 
May  28,  Mr.  Veitch,  seven,  and  on  May  21  six  ; 
James  A.  Dodds,  a  basket  of  51b.  ;  James  Aikman, 
2ilb.  On  Wark  water,  on  May  20,  Mr.  Gordon 
Wilson  had  six,  4lb.  ;  Frank  Swan,  seven.  On  the 
Learmouth  water,  on  May  21,  James  Blaine,  eight, 
3|lb.,  and  on  May  22  a  brace  of  trout  and  one 
grayling.  On  the  Till,  on  May  1 9,  James  Skeene, 
one  sea-trout,  6Jlb.,  and  on  May  21  one  of  4^1b. 
On  Ford  water,  Mr.  A  Simpson,  on  May  20,  four 
sea-trout,  4|lb.,  41b.,  SJlb.,  and  2ilb.  On  Thom- 
ington  water,  on  May  23,  John  Wright  had  two 
dozen  trout ;  and  on  May  25,  Mr.  Hall,  eighteen. 
Thomas  Douglas,  on  the  Parton  water,  had  two 
dozen.  On  the  Till,  in  the  Wooler  water,  Mr. 
Redhead  caught  a  perch  of  21b.  6^z. ;  C.  Fair- 
nington,  one  sea-trout,  341b. ;  John  Smart,  a  basket 
of  41b.    On  the  Kale,  William  Robinson,  1241b. 
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On  the  Bowmont,  Robert  Sharp,  8|-lb. ;  and  Robert 
Dodds,  541b.  On  Sourhope  burn,  Andrew  Cock- 
burn,  51b.  On  Colledge,  John  Davidson,  7  lib. ; 
Ernest  Stewart,  5lb.  On  Bowmont,  Adam  Wilson, 
641b.  On  the  Whitadder,  W.  Laidlaw,  6|tb. ;  J. 
Wkitehead,  541b.  ;  W.  Purves,  4|lb. ;  Richard  Cove, 
4flb.  ;  A.  W.  Martin,  441b.  ;  A.  Blacklaw,  341b.  ; 
W.  Storey,  3jlb.  On  the  Tweed,  on  Monday, 
Thomas  Gray,  SJlb.  ;  R.  Bennie,  31b. ;  R. 
Ormiston,  241b. ;  J.  Kerr,  2ilb.  On  Leithen 
water,  Charles  Eckford  killed  a  nineteen-inch 
trout  weighing  21b.  loz.  On  the  Whitadder, 
William  Young,  641b. ;  Peter  Simpson,  541b. ;  Peter 
Nisbet,  341b.  ;  A.  Young,  31b.  On  the  Till,  J.  Knox 
had  a  sea-trout  of  41b.  and  a  basket  of  trout  of  4lb. 
— Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  and  Tributaries. — Bright  sunshine,  a 
rising  temperature,  and  soft,  westerly  winds  pre- 
vailed, and  in  consequence  the  Maine,  Blackwater, 
Ballinderry,  and  Moyola  continued  being  reduced 
during  the  week,  and  trout  refused  to  take  the  fly 
save  for  short  periods  before  and  after  sunset,  and 
only  catches  of  a  few  brace  of  small  fish  were  obtained. 
More  recently  rain  has  fallen,  and  fresh  water 
came  into  these  rivers,  and  they  came  down  in 
semi-freshet.  The  Bann  has  shrunk  to  high  summer 
angling  volume,  and  trout  are  taking  natural 
sedges  on  all  the  sections  from  the  Bar  at  Toome 
to  the  brackish  water  at  Coleraine,  and  baskets 
were  made  on  the  Red  QuiU  W^iokham  and  Silver 
Sedge.  The  largest  run  of  young  eels  experienced 
for  many  years  is  coming  in  from  the  sea  and  passing 
over  the  weirs  to  Lough  Neagh,  and  it  is  known  by 
the  fishermen  on  this  river  that  salmon  never  take  any 
lure  freely  while  these  fish  are  running.  Only  two 
catches  were  obtained  by  Mr.  Wolff,  M.P.,  and 
party,  of  fish  of  lOlb.  and  1041b.  at  Caronroe. 
Salmon  are  not  ascending  from  the  sea,  and  all  the 
sections  are  thinly  stocked. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — Very  heavy  rain  fell  on 
June  2,  running  the  rivers  into  red  flood,  which 
saved  the  situation,  as  many  of  them  were  at  the 
mercy  of  the  poachers.  Trout-fishing  has  been  at  a 
standstill  on  most  of  the  rivers  since  last  notes,  and 
the  sport  at  the  Woodburn  and  Stoneyford  waters 
was  scarcely  up  to  the  average.  Mr.  J.  R.  M'Kee 
killed  the  best  trout  of  the  week,  slightly  over  21b. 
—J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — Sport 
amongst  the  salmon  and  trout  on  the  Erne  con- 
tinues first-rate.  During  the  past  week  Dr.  G.  H. 
Johnson  landed  two  salmon  of  121b.  and  91b. ; 
Captain  Deane,  one  of  161b.;  Mr.  R.  M.  Thornely, 
one  of  16lb.  A  lot  of  splendid  trout  were  taken  by 
the  anglers  out  late  evening  fishing,  ranging  in 
weight  from  1  lb.  to  641b.,  and  many  fine  trout 
were  taken  in  the  estuary,  mostly  41b.,  51b.,  and 
6lb.  each.  The  May  Fly  is  now  well  up  on  the  lakes, 
and  good  sport  is  expected  this  week. — M.  Rogan 
AND  Sons. 

Brne  (Belleek). — The  May  Fly  is  again  on  our 
waters,  and  earlier  this  year  than  previous  years. 
The  fly  has  come  to  the  surface  in  great  quantities, 
and    the    trout    soon    took    advantage    of  its 


"Wet-Fly  Fishing,  Treated  Methodieally,"  by  E.  11. 

Tod.  New  Edition.  Illustrated.  "  Written  by  a  fisherman  who 
has  practised  the  art  with  phenomenal  success." — Scottish  Field. 
Can  be  had,  post  free,  for  6s.  id.  by  sending  crossed  cheque  or 
postal  order  to  the  Manager,  Finhiug  Gazette,  10,  Adam-street, 
Adelphi,  Strand,  London,  W.G. 


appearance.  On  Monday,  June  1,  the  trout 
were  feeding  very  greedily,  and  large  baskets 
have  been  taken  by  the  following  gentle- 
men:— Mr.  J.  H.  Baker,  eight  trout  (largest, 
31b.) ;  Master  Bertie  Slater,  one,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Adams, 
four  (largest,  2£lb.). ;  Mr.  Bea^ley,  Mr.  Beauloy, 
Mr.  T.  B.  Johnston,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cripps  have 
pIso  been  successful.  If  the  weather  continues  as 
at  present,  with  a  change  of  wind  to  the  west,  it 
will  bo  a  record  season  with  the  May  Fly. — Frank 

ROOAN. 

Glencar  (co.  Kerry). — Sport  continues  good  at 
brown  trout  on  Cloon  and  Coosh  lakes.  The  Upper 
Caragh  is  running  very  low,  and  salmon  fishing 
will  not  be  good  on  it  till  a  flood  takes  place. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Killarney. — Salmon  have  yielded  fair  or  average 
sport.  Brown  trout  have  been  taking  well  in  the 
evenings. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Arrow  (Boyle). — The  dapping  on  Lough 
Arrow  during  the  week  was  rather  di.sappointing, 
not  on  account  of  the  trout  not  rising  but  because 
of  the  weather,  which  for  three  days  was  flat,  calm, 
and  very  hot.  Fishing  from  Arrow  Lodge  on  May 
26,  Mr.  Carter  had  two  fiah,  54lb.,  2ab.  ;  Mr. 
Toomey,  three,  341b,  241b.,  241b.;  Mr.  Ark- 
wright  one,  lib.;  "Mr.  Taylor,  three,  3nb.,  21b., 
I  Jlb.;  Mr.  Browne,  one,  2  Jib.  May  27,  dead  calm. 
Mr.  Browne  and  his  boatmen  succeeded  in  landing 
a  monster  pike,  4141b.  weight — a  very  handsome 
fish,  48in.  long,  25iin.  girth,  in  splendid  condition. 
May  28:  Mr.  Todd,  one,  21b.;  Mr.  Taylor,  two, 
21b.,  141b.  May  29:  Mr.  Browne,  two,  81b.,  21b. 
This  gentleman  holds  the  record  for  the  largest  trout 
last  season,  and  up  to  date  this  year.  Colonel 
Hewat,  three,  31b.,  241b.,  l|lb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Carter,  three,  31b.,  241b.,  241b.  ;  Mrs.  Todd,  one 
beauty  of  41b.  3oz. — the  prettiest  fish  landed  this 
season;  Mr.  Taylor,  two,  21b.,  241b. ;  Mr.  Toomey, 
two,  241b.,  141b.  May  30:  Mr"  Todd,  two,  31b., 
141b.;  Col.  Hewat,  three,  241b.,  l|lb.,  lib.;  Mr. 
Toomey,  two,  2|lb.,  141b.  June  1,  Col.  Hewat, 
three,  5flb.,  241b.,  I  Jlb. ;  Mr.  Browne,  two,  S^lb., 
I  Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Toomey,  one,  241b. — G.  Acheson. 

Lough  Curraue,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
On  May  28,  Mr.  Mason  had  a  salmon  of  19.Ub.  ; 
May  30,  Mr.  Mason,  one,  lOlb.  ;  ]\Ir.  Wright,  'one, 
121b. ;  and  Dr.  Gibbons,  one,  81b.  On  one  day.  Dr. 
Gibbons  had  two  sea-trout  of  21b.  each,  and  Mr. 
J.  C.  Bona  one  of  2lb.  On  another  day,  Mr.  H. 
Koenigs  caught  one  of  3lb. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Derg  (Mountshannon). — The  dapping 
has  not  been  good  for  the  past  week,  but  now  that 
the  weather  has  changed  it  is  expected  that  there 
will  be  at  least  three  weeks'  good  fishing  yet.  The 
total  to  present  date  is  about  900.  Several  nice 
trout  have  been  taken  with  the  dry-fly  (Spent  Gnat) 
during  the  week,  largest,  61b. — G.  A.  Watekstone. 

Lough  Mask  (Ballinrobe). — Since  last  report 
we  have  had  flat  calms  and  thundery  weather, 
which  quite  spoiled  sport  for  fly  fishing  and  dapping, 
so  that  trolling  had  to  be  taken  up.  The  best  trout, 
71b.,  was  taken  by  Mr.  Bon  wick,  Mr.  Bradbury 
taking  one  of  441b.,  and  Mr.  and  Miss  Hindle  two, 
341b.  and  31b.  Staying  at  Springvale  House — Col. 
and  Mrs.  Lynch,  Messrs.  Alick  Duncan,  Hinchliff, 
Bonwick,  Cochrane,  Bradbury,  Rev.  P.  Blyth,  and 
Mr.  and  Miss  Hindle. — C.  E.  Mayne. 

Lough  Mask  (Clonbur). — Bright  and  calm 
weather  during  the  past  week.  Very  little  fly- 
fishing was  done,  but  good  sport  was  got  trolling 
for  large  trout.  Catches  brought  into  Kilbride 
Lodge  :■ — Colonel  J.  E.  Forster,  eight  days,  twenty 
trout,  231b.  ;  Mr.  W.  Slater,  eight  days,  twenty-five 
trout,  321b. ;  Mr.  H.  A.  Higgins,  six  days,  twenty- 
one  trout,  48ilb.  (best  trout,  loilb.)  ;  Dr.  Sykes  and 
Mr.  J.  W.  Thompson,  fishing  from  one  boat,  six 
days,  fifteen  trout,  26lb.  (best  trout,  81b.);  Colonel 
A.  J.  Paterson,  three  days,  six  trout,  1341b.  May 
Fly  well  on  now. — P.  SuMMER\aLLE. 

Lough  Melvin. — During  the  past  week  Mr.  A. 
J.  Troup  landed  one  salmon,  121b. ;  Dr.  Law,  two 
salmon,  8lb.  and  9lb. ;  Mr.  Cassidy,  one  salmon,  91b.  ; 
Mr.  P.  Melly,  three  trout,  4lb.,  2lb.,  and  21b.  ;  Mr.  J. 
McNulty  ,  one  salmon,  1 1  lb.  Trout  anglers  all  over 
the  lake  had  generally  very  decent  sport  fly  fishing, 
and  now  that  the  May  Fly  is  well  up,  and  grilse 
coming  in,  the  prospects  of  sport  are  at  present  very 
good. — M.  RooAN  AND  Sons. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur). — There 
has  been  more  or  less  of  a  flat  calm  here  since  last 
report,  so  unfortunately  but  few  fish  to  the 
artificial  fly  or  "dap."  The  best  trout  of  the 
week  coming  into  the  Moimt  Gable  Hotel 
are  :  Mr.  Chatterton,  81b.  and  41b.,  and  Mr.  Heyder, 
5lb.  and  3lb.  The  average  has  been  about  four 
sizeable  fish  daily  to  each  rod.  Mr.  Anderson 
got  a  good  pike  of  181b.  There  are  several  large 
trout  reported  from  both  the  above  loughs  from 
1641b.  down  to  8!b.— G.  A. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Good  sport  has  been  had  in  the  late  evenings  it 
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SPINNING  FOR  TROUT. 

The  Best  Line,   Warranted  not  to  Kink  or  Curl. 

THE  "SEAL"  BRAND  OF  UNDRESSED  SILK. 

No.  5.  Breaking  Strain  8  lbs   Priee  3/6  per  100  yds 

No.  6.         ,.  „      10  lbs   „  4/- 

No.  7.         „  „      12  lbs   „     4  6      „  „ 

GILT  AND  SILVER  DEVON  MINNOWS. 

1  in.  to  1^  in.     ...      1/-  each.        IS  in.  and  2  in.  1/3  each 

EXTRA  HEAVY  DEVONS. 

*  in-    2/-  each.        3  in.    3/6  each 

Gut  Traces,  IJ  yards  long,  2  swivels,  S<a.  each. 

H.    CJL.1LRK1E;     &  SONS, 

38,   GALLOWTREE  GATE,  LEICESTER. 

Established  1832. 


DIRECT  FROM  THE  MAKERS  TO  THE  ANGLER. 


Thousands  of  ANGLERS  in  all  parts  of  the  world  tell 
us  we  make  the  BEST  and  most  RELIABLE  TACKLE. 

Anglers   Protect  Yourselves 

by  seeing  that  all  your  TACKLE  either  bears 
our  name  or  Registered  TRADE  MARK,  "TRi  = 
FISH,"  witho  ut  which  none  are  genuine. 

WYERS  FRERES,  CONTINENTAL  WORKS,  REDDITCH. 


Telephone  :  23  Redditch. 


Manager:  ALBERT  SMITH. 


VAT.lLOai'ES   i'OST  f'llKE. 


jm 


12/3,  14/.,  15/9,  17/6,  19/3,  &c. 

SUIT  LENGTHS 

*'  Homespun  " 


Variety  of  Shades ;  Pure  Wool ;  unexcelled  for  Style  and  Hard  Wear. 

Fop  angling,  SHOOTING,  and  GOLFING 
SUITS  and  COSTUMES  any  of  the  cloths 
can  now  be  supplied  EXTRA  SHRUNK  and 
RAINPROOFED  at  a   small   extra  eharg-e. 

When  treated  by  this  process  (which  renders  them  rain  but  not  air 
proof,  and   ENTIRELY  OBVIATES    SHRINKING)  the 

Bantry  Tweeds  form  ideal  materials  for  these  purposes  as  well  as 
for  General  wear. 

Patterns  free  from  THOMAS  COPITHORNE,  Bantry,  Ireland. 


Trout  Fishing 

FORTY  MINUTES  FROM  LONDON. 
ONE  OR  TWO  RODS  TO  LET. 
SEVEN  MILESOF  STREAM,  PERHAPS  AS 
WELL  STOCKED  AS  ANY  IN  ENGLAND. 
ALL  FISHABLE. 

TROUT  AVERAGE  NEARLY  ONE  POUND. 

Comfortable  Quarters  close  to  water. 
For  particulars  apply  to  "MANAGER," 
ICKLEFORD   FISHERY,   HITCHIN,  HERTS. 


MAY  FLIES 

SIX  CHAMPION  PATTERNS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 


Suitable  Patterns  for 
various  districts  sent 
to  any  of  our  clients 
on  application. 


THE  FIELD. 


THE  FLEXIBLE  BODIED  MAY. 

(rUOTHt'TKD.) 


THE  POLAR,  THE  KENNET,  &  ACNETAS  (2  Patterns), 

ARE    I»IlOVEI>  KIlLl^ERS. 

TESTIMOHIAL. 

Chambebs  Road,  Southpoet,  May  lUh,  1908. 
SiES,— You  sent  me  some  very  effective  May  Mies  last  season  for  the  River 
Tern.   Kindly  forward  me  a  similar  selection  by  return.   I  enclose  remittance.— J. A. 

The  Multum-ln-Parvo  Trout  Rod  ...    21/- 

The  Perfection  Built  Cane  Multum,  9  ft.  and  10  ft.  45/- 

OGDEN&SCOTFORD 

PITTYILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM. 

NINE   GOLID,    SILVER.    AND   OTHER  AWARDS. 


CASTING  ?.T  REEL 


SEND  US  A  POSTCARD  FOR 


A  FREE  ILLUSTRATED 
BOOKLET 

DESCRIBING 

THE  GROSSLE  REEL. 

SLICK  &  GORST  rods, 

SPIDER  WEB  LINE,  AND 


THE  BEST 


METHODS.GASTING 


ILLUSTRATED  BY  NUMEROUS  DIAGRAMS, 
DRAWINGS,  and  PHOTOGRAPHS  from  LIFE. 


Hy.  MILWARD  &  SONS,  Ltd.,  REDDITOH. 
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brown  trout,  but  no  fish  weichins  over  1  lb.  were 
had— T.J.  D, 

Moy  (ItOVLglis  Conn  and  Cullen,  Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Weather  hero  very  unsettled,  and  fish  not 
taking  well.  Mr.  Fred  Scroop,  three  salmon,  !tlb., 
Itilb.,  and  121b.  ;  Dr.  S.  Da\  ey,  one  salmon,  11  lb.  ; 
Air.  U.  Burton,  ono  salmon,  11  lb.,  jmd  one  gril-se, 
3ilb  :  Mr.  F.  Morgan,  two  grila(>,  41b.  and  ;Mb.  : 
j\lr.  Bostock,  one  grilse,  41b.  ;  Mr  Dane,  two  grilse, 
4\lb.  and  31b.  ;  Mr.  P.  W.  Macknulty,  two  salmon, 
Plb.  and  101b.  Good  trout  were  also" taken  daily  on 
the  loughs.  Loughs  Callow  and  Talt  fished  fah-, 
one  rod  getting  lorty-si.v  trout  in  one  day. — Jim 
Heabnes  and  Sons. 

North.  Kerry  Rivers. —  Owing  to  hot  weather 
and  low  waters,  sport  has  fallen  off.  A  few  salmon 
have  been  had  in  the  evenings.  Prospects  are  better. 
— T.  J.  D. 

Oughterard  (Murphy's  Hotel). — The  following 
catf^hes  of  fish  have  been  made  on  Lough  Corrib  bj' 
visitors  staying  at  abo\  e  hotel : — Mr.  Mnrch,  161b. 
of  trout,  one  of  which  weighed  lljlb.  ;  Mr.  Sher- 
burn  and  friend,  ten  trout,  1 1  lb.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Shaw,  six  trout,  7ib.  ;  Mr.  Sinclair  Scott,  four  trout, 
51b. ;  Mr.  Fulton,  seven  trout,  61b.  ;  General 
iMander?,  eight  trout,  and  Captain  Wilkinson,  Olb. 
May  Fly  getting  quite  numerous  now,  and  splendid 
sport  anticipated  from  this  forth. — E  J.  M. 

Pontoon  (Ang-lers'  Hotel).— Salmon  and  trout 
fishing  is  fairly  good  on  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen 
just  now.  Lord  Clanmorris'  keeper  has  killed 
twelve  spring  salmon  during  past  five  weeks,  and 
some  very  nice  trout,  largest  olb.  Gentlemen  stay- 
ing here  are  having  fairly  good  sport.  S.  S.  Mossop, 
in  a  week,  killed  one  salmon,  twenty-nine  trout, 
largest  3Jlb.,  and  twelve  pike,  largest  91b.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Garrett  (just  started)  are  having  nice  fishing, 
they  got  five  trout,  largest  2|lb.,  eight  pike,  largest 
8Mb.  Grilse  are  coming  on  in  good  numbers. — 
Patrick  Healy. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — Weather  bright  and 
warm,  with  some  thunder;  water  in  good  order. 
On  Prospect  the  fishermen  killed  nine  salmon,  271b., 
101b.,  131b.,  141b.,  121b.,  251b.,  2.5lb.,  121b.,  201b. 
On  Hermitage,  Lord  Massy  killed  one  salmon,  151b. 
— John  Enbight  and  Son. 

Tyrone  Rivers. — The  Mourne  was  low  for  the 
past  fortnight  and  sport  dull.  The  river  is  now 
rising,  and  the  effect  will  be  most  beneficent.  The 
Ballinderry,  Blackwater,  and  other  Tyrone  rivers 
were  low,  and  no  sport  worth  recording  has  been 
had  recently.  The  present  rise  in  the  water  should 
bring  some  salmon  from  Lough  Neagh. — J.  A.  B. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (MwUingar). — 
I  had  hardly  posted  my  last  report  when  the  wind 
turned  to  the  east,  and  has  persistently  stuck  there 
since.  It  has  almost  completely  blocked  the  dap- 
ping, and  boatloads  of  anglers  have  been  going 
aimlessly  about  the  lakes — now  trying  a  troll  of 
artificial  flies,  and  anon  a  Devon  or  Phantom  min- 
now, in  the  expectation  of  getting  a  fish  by  hook  or 
by  crook.  Our  fond  anticipations  have  been  dashed 
down,  and  we  are  all  monuments  of  our  enthusiasm 
with  red  hands  and  faces,  and  redder  noses.  As  I 
write  this,  there  is  just  the  chance  of  a  change,  and 
which  cannot  come  too  soon— perhaps  the  present 
fishing  gloom  may  be  dispelled  before  I  post  these 
notes.  Some  very  fair  sport  has  been  had  on 
Derravaragh  Lough,  but  my  sources  of  information 
are  liiuited.  One  gentleman  in  four  days  had 
respectively  four,  five,  one,  four,  the  best  3ilb.  and 
31b.  Mr.  M.  Rice,  one  day  on  same  lake,  five  trout, 
221b.— best  mh.  and  3  Mb. ;  and  Mr.  Dunkerley  got 
eight  trout  on  May  2!>.  The  wind  veered  round 
to  the  south  on  Monday  afternoon  {June  1),  but  with 
no  good  results,  21b.  or  31b.  fish  being  as  much  as 
any  boat  could  boast  of.  To-day  (June  2)  the  wind 
is  back  again  in  the  east,  not  a  leaf  is  stirring,  and 
we  face  lakewards  with  the  usual  forebodings. — 
T.  J.  W. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskellig's. — Sport  continues  good  at  pollack. 
Bottom  fishing  has  commenced,  but  sport  has  been 
dull.— T.  J.  D. 

Brighton  (June  2). — Fair  weather  continues. 
Sea  calm  as  a  mill  pond,"  but  water  very  clear, 
yet  notwithstanding  good  sport  is  still  the  order 
of  the  day.  Since  my  last  report  the  following 
records  available  : — On  May  27,  Mr.  Jordan,  eleven 
bream  over  21b.  On  May  31,  Mr.  Bernard,  one 
bream,  one  score  dabs ;  Jordan's  motor-boat  Try, 
eighteen  bream.  On  June  2,  motor-boat  Try, 
Reeves'  boatman,  fourteen  bream,  average  21b. ; 
Mr.  CoUingham,  fishing  with  long  line,  eleven 
bream,  one  codling,  and  score  dabs,  plaice,  and  few 
weavers  ;  Mr.  Jordan,  in  motor-boat  Try,  twenty- 
four  bream,  average  2^lh.  A  shoal  of  bass  seen 
on  Tuesday   evening  close  to  beach.  .  An  angler 

was  "broke  up"  on  Palace  Pier  by  large  ba^s  

W.  C.  F.  GlLLAM. 


Brighton. — Sea-bream  came  in  about  a  fort- 
night ago,  and  numbers  of  anglers,  favoured 
by  land  breezes  and  calm  seas,  are  off  daily, 
either  a  mile  and  a  half  off  "  I51ack  Rock  V 
or  about  the  same  distance  from  the  end  of 
the  Palace  Pier — two  very  favourite  grounds — 
Lug  worms  are  about  the  best  bait  I  know.  Four 
feet  of  double  salmon  gut  should  be  used,  and  a 
"  Paternoster "  or  "ledger"  lead  should  be  used. 
Over  twenty  boats  were  oft  on  May  31  over  the 
"  Black  Rock  "  and  Kemp  Town  grounds, — H. 

Castletown  (co.  Cork). — A  little  fishing  has 
been  done.  Some  pollack  and  haddocks  have  been 
had  in  the  evenings. — T.  J.  D. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry). — Pollack  fishing  has 
been  good  during  the  evenings  owing  to  the  groat 
heat.— T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Local  angling  results  still 
remain  poor,  though  pier  patrons  have  been  freely 
in  evidence  throughout  the  week.  Pollack  are 
scarce,  nurse-dogs  but  rarely  taken,  dabs  few  and 
generally  small ;  and,  though  pouting  are  numerous, 
all  are  of  small  si/,e.  The  catch  on  Saturday,  May  30, 
consisted  of  two  nurse-dogs  by  Mr.  R.  P.  Richardson, 
two  by  Mr.  Harvey,  one  by  Mr.  Flood,  and  three 
pollack  by  Mr.  P.  C.  Edgar.  Mr.  Hyland,  Mr. 
Rose,  and  a  few  others  made  small  mixed  bags  on 
the  following  day,  and  on  Monday,  Juno  1,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Pvickridge,  Mr.  and  Miss  Morgan,  Mr  G.  H. 
Branscombe,  Mr.  C.  Hannan,  Mr.  Bond,  Mr.  Hume, 
Mr.  R.  Peel,  and  Mr.  Lanchester  each  took  a  few  fish 
(various),  while  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf  landed  four  small 
pollack.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goodwin,  Mr.  Dixon,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hugman,  Mr.  Bushnell,  ]Mr.  Marden,  Mr. 
McCann,  and  several  other  local  anglers  were  kept 
bu?y  by  the  pouting  on  June  2,  but  the  general  run 
of  them  was  so  small  that  they  were  returned  to 
their  native  element.'  Mr.  T.  Sexton  had  a  little 
sport  among  the  pollack,  bringing  his  total 
catch  of  the  present  season  up  to  fifty-one.  Mr. 
Rose  caught  three  nurse-dogs  and  a  few  other 
varieties  in  the  evening,  and  others  did  equally 
well.  The  catch  on  June  3  was  poor,  but  Mr.  Zaeh- 
endorf  secured  a  few  pollack,  and  Mr.  Stock  and 
others  had  small  catches  of  pouting  and  dabs. — 
J.  RiCHAKDSON  (B.S.A.S.). 

FaJmouth. — Fine  summer  weather,  with  cool 
breezes,  is  making  fishing  and  boating  enjoyable. 
Mackerel  are  being  caught  in  the  harbour,  also 
pollack  and  bass.  Several  of  the  latter,  weighing 
41b.  and  upwards,  have  been  taken.  Intending 
^'isitors  who  anticipate  fishing  will  do  well  to  secure 
their  boatman,  as  there  are  manj'  inquiries  for  July, 
Augu,t,  and  September. — H.  H.  Rend. 

Plymouth. —  The  glorious  1st  of  June  came 
in  very  fine,  and  fish  of  all  kinds  are  very  plentiful. 
I  have  just  heard  that  some  very  large  bass  are 
playing  about  the  Promenade  Pier — they  can  easily 
be  seen,  but  they  are  not  to  be  caught  very  easily. 
The  best  bait  is  the  small  green  crab  that  are  to  be 
found  under  the  stones  at  low  water ;  these  tied  on 
the  hooks  with  a  piece  of  thread  prove  a  very 
alluring  bait  lor  these  fish.  They  are  also  being 
taken  at  the  mouth  of  the  Yealm,  and  at  the  back 
of  the  Mewstone — there  it  is  best  to  cast  for  them, 
pulling  the  boat  well  up  to  windward  and  then 
dropping  down  on  them  and  casting  right  and  left 
as  the  boat  comes  on  them.  WhiHing  is  not  much 
good  for  these  fish,  as  they  are  so  shy,  the  sight  of  a 
boat  over  them  driving  them  off.  Pollack  are  also 
very  plentiful  at  the  West  Winter  Buoy ;  several 
large  ones  have  been  lost  through  weak  gear  or  poor 
handling;  some  of  them  are  very  large. — Willi.vm 
Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Valentia. — Sport  has  been  good  at  pollack,  and 
some  cod  and  bass  have  been  had. — T.  J.  D. 

"Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — Pollack  continue  to 
give  good  sport.  On  one  evening  three  local  anglers 
took  fifty,  on  another  day  forty-five,  and  on  a  third 
day  forty.   The  fish  ran  from  31b.  to  121b.— T.  J.  D. 

Weymouth. — The  weather  is  now  perfect,  and 
angling  is  now  in  full  swing,  both  from  boat 
and  shore.  To-day  (Wednesday)  the  Weymouth 
and  Dorset  Sea  Angling  Society  are  holding  a 
boat  competition,  when  good  baskets  are  looked 
for.  Mr.  Gill  caught  a  bass  of  711b.  in  the 
harbour  this  week,  which  was  in  fine  condition. 
Mr.  G.  Fudge,  a  bass  of  41b. ;  Mr.  Scott,  three  baas, 
heaviest  1  ^Ib. ;  nine  eels,  heaviest  21b.  Bait:  soft 
crabs.  Mr.  S.  H.  Wallis  has  taken  two  bass  from  the 
beach  at  Preston,  5Jlb.  and  2  Jib.,  also  a  conger  of  5lb. 
Mr. Wallis,  jun.,  two  bass,  3  |lb.  and  S^lb.,  angling  from 
the  same  place.    At  Ferry  Bridge  only  a  few  bass 


The  Troct  Fly  Dresser's  Cabinet  of  Dkvices,  or  Haw  to 
Tie  Trout  and  Grayling  Flies.— Can  be  had  post  free  for  2/3 
in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  IH,  Atlaui-. 
street,  Adelplii,  .Strarul,  Luiidou,  W.C.  Second  Edition.  By 
H.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "The  best  book  ever 
written  on  tlie  subject." — IiHshing  Gazette. 


have  been  taken.  Mr.  V.  Stone,  one  bass,  31b.  ; 
Mr.  Pilley,  one  bass,  31b.  ;  Mr.  F.  Stone,  three  bass, 
heaviest,  lilb.  Backwater  (ishing  is  good,  some 
fine  flounders  and  eels  being  taken  on  the  flood  tide. 
A  large  mnekerel  was  <'aught  in  a  net.  amongst 
others,  weighing  21b.  7oz,  Length,  Ifljin. ;  girth, 
OAin.- Chas.  J.  Rcsseli,  (W.A.A.). 


Jlssociattons,  cfc. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
luter  than  Wednesday  evening's  post. 


BlenheIiM  AnglinoJSociety. 
The  ninth  annual  dinner  of  this  society  was  held 
at  the  Horseshoe  Hotel,  on  Thursday,  May  28.  Mr. 
George  Geen,  the  president,  occupied  the  chair,  Mr. 
Sparks  the  vice-chair.  After  a  capital  menu  had 
been  fully  discussed,  and  the  usual  loyal  toasts  had 
received  ample  recognition,  the  secretary  announced 
the  prize-winners  for  the  season,  and  a  capital 
musical  programme  was  proceeded  with,  Mr. 
Bereton  being  greatly  applauded  for  his  fine  render- 
ing of  "  Rocked  in  the  Cradle  of  the  Deep,"  and 
Mr.  Brooke  told  some  funny  tales.  The  distribution 
of  prizes  took  place  at  the  London  headquarter  <  on 
Wednesday,  June  3. — H.  W.  S. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
A  well- attended  meeting  was  held  at  Masons'  Hall 
on  Tue.=day,  June  2,  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  ("Drag- 
net" of  the  Fishing  ffase/te)  presiding.  Reports 
from,  the  society's  Wraysbury  water  were  very 
favourable  as  to  abundance  of  fish  for  the  season 
about  to  commence.  Many  members  had  fished 
since  last  meeting — in  various  localities — the  only 
reportable  catches,  however,  being  at  Leigh-on-Sea, 
where  Messrs.  Beamont,  Gilbert,  and  Thompson  had 
taken  some  decent  flatfish.  A  gentleman  was 
nominated  for  membership  —  ballot  on  June 
16.  The  principal  item  of  the  meeting  was 
the  reading  by  Mr.  T.  Crumplen  ("Old  Izaak" 
of  the  People)  of  a  delightful  paper,  entitled,  "A 
Dream  of  Izaak  Walton,"  in  which  very  vividly 
were  brought  before  the  listeners  the  surroundings 
of  Walton  at  the  lime  his  masterpiece  was  written  ; 
the  then  state  of  Fleet-street,  Temple  Bar,  the 
houses  and  shops  there  in  those  days,  very  literally 
numberless,  but  each  having  its  own  sign  or  name, 
were  all  charmingly  described  as  only  a  literary 
man  can  do  who  has  well  studied  his  subject.  With 
"  Old  Izaak  "  we  visited  the  Roj'al  Exchange  of 
those  days  and  the  tackle  shop  in  St.  Paul's  Church- 
yard where  Walton  used  to  buy  his  lines,  hooks, 
and  fishing  rods.  At  the  close,  after  appreciative 
discussion,  in  which  Messrs.  Parker,  Thompson, 
Wade  (secretary  Central  Association),  Mcintosh, 
Bentley,  and  others  joined,  a  very  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  was  awarded  to  Mr.  Crumplen  for  his  exceed- 
ingly interesting  paper.  Members  are  requested  to 
note  that  there  is  a  Thames  Trout  Competition 
on  the  list  of  fixtures  for  June  13,  and  the  lucky 
captor  of  the  best  fish  will  receive  the  customary 
medal,  this  also  applying  to  the  Dace  Competition 
at  Wraysbury  on  Jime  16,  on  which  occasion  either 
fly  or  bait  may  be  used.  The  asuctl  C.L.P.S.  toast 
and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  brought 
a  very  enjoyable  meeting  to  a  close.  There  will  be 
no  meeting  on  Tuesday,  June  0. — Hon.  Sec 

Gbesham  Angling  Society, 
Mr.  W.  Dick  presided  over  the  committee 
meeting  on  Tuesday  last,  and  Mr.  F.  Ley  occu- 
pied the  chair  at  the  ordinary  meeting  after- 
wards. A  good  deal  of  business  was  transacted, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  evening  was  pleasantly 
spent  discussing  plans  for  the  Whitsun  Holidays. 
Capital  reporls  of  the  trout-fishing  were  made  on 
Tuesday.  In  two  cases  members  took  their  two 
brace  of  fish,  and  all  who  had  visited  the  water  had 
sport.  Some  have  been  broken  up  by  large  trout, 
but  as  very  fine  gut  is  necessary  it  is  only  to  be 
expected  that  a  large  fish  will  escape  now  and  then. 
Members  who  have  reported  taking  trout  are : 
Messrs.  Danton  four.  Smelt  four,  Thonger  three, 
Chasteney  three,  Eldred  three.  The  middle  water 
is  being  cleaned  this  week,  and  will  be  finished  by 
Saturday  next.  There  will  be  no  meeting  next 
Tuesday. — Hon.  Sec. 

Tonbridge  and  District  .Angling  and  Fish 
Preservation  Society. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  above  society  was  held 
at  the  Bull  Hotel  recently,  when  Mr.  C.  R.  Catchpool 
(the  president)  presided  over  a  good  attendance.  The 
thirty-third  annual  report  was  presented  by  the 
secretary,  and  it  showed  that  the  receipts  from  sub- 
scriptions were  less  than  last  year.  This  was 
undoubtedly  attributable  to  the  very  bad  state  of 
things,  and  in  no  way  to  lack  of  interest  in  the 
society.    One  thousand  roach  had  been  purchased 
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It  Smooths  the  Rugged  Path  of  Life. 

One  Trial  will  tell  more  ttian  we  can  say  of  its 
qualities  as  a  Pipe  Tobacco, 

Tortoise-sKell 

Mild,  5d.  per  oz. 
Medium,  5d.  per  oz. 
Popular,  4id.pcroz. 

W.  A.  &  A.  C.  CHURCHMAN, 

Branch  of  the  Imperial  Tobacco  Co.  (of  Gt.  Britain  and 
Ireland)  Ltd.,  Ipswich. 


Mixttire 


Fop 

PramBFwIng  ana  WatoFprooflna 
BOOTS,  LEGGINGS, 

Fishing  Lines, 
HARNESS,  SADDLERY, 

MACHINE  BELTING, 
MOTOR  CLUTCHES, 
and 

all  kinds  of  leather  articles. 


IN    TINS,   WITH    BRUSH  COMPLETE 


NO  "RUBBINQ  IN"  REQUIRED. 

The  only  Leather  Oil  used  in 
the  German  Army. 

i  At  1/-,  2/-  &  4./-  each,  or 
(    1/3,  2/4  &  4/6,  post  free. 


To  be  had  of  all  Dealers,  or  direct  from— 
The  Mars  Oil  (F)  Co.,  10  &  12,  Milton  St.,  LONDON,  E.G. 


SALMON  FISHING. 

A  ROD  WANTED 

to  make  one  of  three  for  the  month  of 
August  next  on  a  splendid  River  in 
Sweden.     Bag  for  August,   1906,  165 
Salmon.    Price  £75. — Apply, 
Wilkinson  &  Son,  47,  Bloomsbucy 
Square,  London,  W.C. 


THE.  ROYAL  ROUTE. 


SUMMER  TOURS 

in  the  WESTERN  HIGHLANDS  and 
ISLANDS  OF  SCOTLAND 

Br  THK 

Royal  Mail  Steamers  of 
David  MacBrayne,  Ltd. 

'COLUMBA,'  'lONA,'  'CHIEFTAIN,'  &c. 
Official  Ouide,  Btt. 

Tourist  Programme  free  by  post  from  DAVli> 
MacBrayne,  Ltd.,  i19,  Hope  Street,  Glasgow. 


THE 


FISHERMAN'S  "BULLDOG." 


Will  bite  anything  from  a  Fly'n 
Wing  to  the  Stoutest  Gimp. 


2/- 


Will  Point  a  Hook,  Clean 
a  Pipe,  File  a  Rod  Splice. 
Can  be  carried  with  per- 
fect safety  in  any  pocket. 
Made  of  Warranted 
Shefneld  Steel. 

POST  FREE. 


J.  HOBSON,  Leamington. 


HAIR. 

100,  Selected,  5/6  ;  50,  3/-.     Casts,  3,  2/6. 

Roach  Bottoms,  i  doz.,  2/-. 
PICKERSGILL.  54,  Scawen  Rd.,  Deptforcl  Park.  S.E. 


SCIATICA, 
LUMBAGO, 
RHEUMATISM. 

Sufferers  should  use 


DROITWIOH 
BRINE  CRYSTALS 


Being    a    specially  Crystallised 
Preparation,  for  Honne  Use,  of 
the  Celebrated  Droitwich  Brine 
Springs. 
From  all  Chemists,  or 
m  28  lb.  Bag  delivered  Free  to 
any  addresa. 

London,  2/-,     Countpy,  2/3m 


Sole  Proprietors, 

WESTON  &  WESTALL,  Ltd. 

(Dept.  C), 

16,  Eastcheap,  London,  E.C. 


TO  DRY-FLY  MEN. 


FLYFLOAT 

(PAT.  PROV.) 
"A  Wonderful  New  Dry-Fly  Floater." 

"Floats  flies  'like  corks.'" — Editor,  Fithing 
Gazette,  11th  April. 

JIakes  dry-fly  Ashing  easy  and  pleasant.  One 
dressing  practically  permanent.  In  neat  bottle 
lor  the  pocket,  with  brush  and  directions,  1/1 
post  tree  from 

J.  CRAIG,  1,  Lindsay  Road,  DUBLIN. 


T  T 


We  conduct  our  business  from   Workrooms  and  Showrooms.     Small  working  expenses.     Strength,  Featherweight, 
Cheapness  in  our  goods  are  happily  combined.    Just  run  through  our  "Newcastle  Programme." 


and 


142  15/-  OILSKIN  MOTOR  COATS  for  6/9  apiece. 
Worn  occasionally  by  electric  tram  drivers  in  tempestuous 
weather.  We  supplied  waterproof  coats  and  took  oilslsins 
in  part  exchange  at  our  price.  They  have  all  been  redressed 
— now  in  prime  condition.  Double  sleeve  and  sleeve  head, 
leather-bound  and  stayed,  faced  double  fixed  throat  tab, 
inner-storm  cuffs,  44  in.  to  52  in.  long,  wide  chests — 6/9 
each,  any  size.  A  few  wide-cut  OILSKIN  CAPES,  witli 
buckles  and  straps,  5/9  each.    Sample  on  application. 

Our  NO.  5  OILSKIN  COAT  (over  180  supplied  to  Tyne 
Commissioners),  10/-  each,  any  size. 

Our  NO.  7  SILK-FINISHED  OILSKIN  COAT  for 

yachtsmen,  19/9.    Weighs  3J  lbs. 

Our  NO.  9  BLACK  OILSKIN  OVERALLS,  2/4  pair- 

Our  NO.  12  SOU'-WESTERS,  lined  serge,  with  lugs 
(part  of  a  contract),  1/4J  each. 

Our  NO.  1  BLACK  RUBBER  PROOF  COAT  at  13/4, 

any  stock  size,  has  been  a  solid  success.  Light  in  weight. 
42  in.  coat  weighs  28  oz.,  54  in.  41  oz.  Quiet  in  appearance, 
packs  small,  smooth  surface,  rain  glides  off ,  stitched  seams 
and  edges,  13/4,  all  through.  Inner  cuffs,  1/-.  Special 
measure,  2/6  extra. 

Our  NO.  3  BLACK  RUBBER-PROOF  TBOUSER 
OVERALLS,  double  seated,  14/9  pair. 


We  do  not  pay  carriage  except  on  bulk.  Our  Prices  are  based 
on  small  working  expenses,  and  cash  terms.  Our  List  No.  19  is 
at  your  service.    It  is  short  and  easily  digested. 


ROPE  SOLED,  WHITE  OR  BROWN  CANVAS  SHOES 
AND   BOOTS,  light,  noiseless,  durable,  comfortable,  and 
wonderfully  cheap.      For  home  and  bairns,  bathing  and 
paddling,  tennis,  &c.   Child's  (shoes  only),  lid.  pair;  Ladies,  >a, 
1/- ;  Men's  1/3.    Boots  1/10  and  2/-  respectively.    Postage,  K 
4d.  pair,  5d.  2  pairs.  Jy\ 

"NEWCASTLE"    LIGHT  BROGUFS, 

superior  canvas  mattiug,  with  tongue  to  keep  out 
sand  and  gravel,  compressed  rope  soles,  8  leather 
bars  liveited  to  each  sole,  metal  studs  therein. 
Total  weight,  pair  24  oz.,  vastly  different  to  the 
present  armour-cladS.  Improved  pattern,  wide 
cut,  6/9  pair,  postage,  4d. 

"NEWCASTLE"  SHORT  WADERS,  17^  in 

high,  in  drab  satteen,  have  a  laced  gusset  or  tuck,  with  a  buckle 
and  strap  to  tighten.  Weight,  pair  19  oz.,  price,  16/9.  Double 
tan  twill,  14/9.  If  rather  short  we  add  an  extension  from  6  in. 
to  9  in.  as  desired.  Elastic  at  top  (see  dotted  lines).  Weight 
6  oz.    Price  3/6  extra. 

To  sum  up — the  total  weight  of  an  outfit,  including  48  in. 
coat,  brogues,  waders,  and  extension,  is  a  little  over  5  lb.,  rather 
more  than  a  single  armour-clad  referred  to. 

NO.  23  FISHING  STOCKINGS  AND  TROUSERS,  usual 
length  made  from  two  special  contract  materials,  i  e.,  stoat  drab 
twill  and  double  tan  twill.  Stockings,  12/9  and  14/9  any  stock 
size  respectively.  Trousers,  20/9  and  24/6  pair.  We  also 
supply  these  covered  black  rubber  proof  (waders  within  waders). 
Last  twice  as  long.  Wet  waders  weight  not  increased.  Feet 
lined  inside  soft  fleece.    6/6  and  10/6  extra  respectively. 

NO.  17  ALL  RUBBER  THIGH  BOOTS,  double  at  knee  and 
toe;  contract  line,  22/3  pair. 

Ditto,  leather  soles,  27/9. 

ALL  LEATHER  HIP  BOOTS,  real  deep-sea  fisher 
man's  style,  28/6  pair  ;  studs,  1/-  pair  extra. 


U/IIIIAM   D    CIMniAV    Itr  contractors  and  specialists. 

If  ILLIitm  D.  niiULnf  J  LTD.,  waterproof,  rubber,  oilskin,  &  sporting  goods. 

55,     CLAYTON     STREET,     NEWCASTLE -ON-TYNE. 


June  6,  1908 


for  restocking.  The  balance-sheet  showed  a  very 
satisfactory  balance  in  hand.  The  president,  Mr. 
C.  R.  Catchpool,  vice-presidents,  and  other  officers 
were  elected.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  the 
riparian  owners,  and  reference  made  by  the  secre- 
tary to  their  generous  co-operation.  Votes  of 
thanks  were  also  accorded  the  hon.  solicitor, 
treasurer,  auditor,  "Press,"  prize  givers,  etc.,  and 
the  chairman,  in  acknowledgment,  said  he  would 
be  pleased  to  again  offer  prizes  for  August  Bank 
Holiday,  on  the  same  terms  as  previously. 

West  Hampstbad  Angling  Society. 
The  annual  dinner  was  held  on  May  28  at  head- 
quarters. Alliance  Hotel,  Mill  Lane.  Mr.  W.  Salmon, 
president,  occupied  the  chair.  An  excellent  dinner 
was  served  by  the  manager,  to  which  full  justice 
was  done.  An  exceptionally  good  concert,  arranged 
by  Mr.  J.  Edmonds,  was  given.  During  the  even- 
ing the  prizes  won  during  the  season  were  dis- 
tributed, the  winner  of  the  society's  championship 
gold  medal  and  shield  being  Mr.  W.  Price.  The 
speeches  particularly  dwelt  upon  the  great  success 
of  the  society,  the  exceptional  facilities  it  offered  to 
all  anglers,  and  its  sound  financial  position, — 
A.  E.  J.,  Hon.  Sec. 


THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  above  society,  which  has 
now  been  in  existence  for  a  period  of  seventy  years, 
took  place  on  Tuesday,  June  2,  at  St.  Bride 
Institute,  E.G.,  Mr.  J.  A.  Chisholme  presiding. 
Amongst  those  present  were  Messrs.  C.  H.  Wheeley 
(vice- cnair man),  W.  H.  Barber  (Anglers'  Associa- 
tion), H.  Davey-Turner  (hon.  solicitor),  A.  H.  Gale, 
A.  Hancock,  H.  Pincott-Hill,  S.  Lockhart,  H. 
Warren,  R.  G.  Woodruff  (Anglers'  Association),  Mr. 
Adkins,  J.  V.  Eyre  (secretary),  and  others. 

The  formal  businets  of  the  meeting — the  reading 
and  confirming  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  annual 
general  meeting,  the  adoption  of  the  report,  etc., 
and  the  election  of  officers — was  soon  moved,  carried, 
and  adopted  without  opposition,  Mr.  H.  Osborne 
O'Hagan  being  re-eleoted  president,  Mr.  J.  A.  Chis- 
holme chairman  and  hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  C.  H. 
Wheeley  vice-chairman,  Mr.  H.  Davey-Turner  hon. 
solicitor,  and  Mr.  A.  Hancock  hon.  official  netsman. 
The  agenda  included  a  motion  previously  made  for 
the  amendment  of  the  society's  rules,  which  was 
duly  carried,  and  will  now  take  eflect. 

It  w€is  decided  that  copies  of  the  society's  blue 
book,  containing  the  annual  report  and  balance- 
sheet,  should  be  printed  and  sent  to  all  donors  and 
subscribers.  The  committee  were  gratified  with 
the  fact  that  an  improvement  had  taken  place  both 
n  the  donations  and  subscriptions.     J.  V.  Eyke. 


ProviiiGial  flngling  |lotes. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post. 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  tiMjut-fishing  in  tlie  Elan  Valley  has  again 
been  good.  The  weather  has  been  favoiu-able  for 
good  sport  all  roimd.  There  will  be  a  large  number 
of  rods  out  on  this  water  dvu-ing  the  holidays.  I  have 
been  asked  for  information  rc  this  water,  and  wish 
to  say  that  tlie  fisliing  in  the  reservoirs,  lakes,  and 
streams  which  belong  to  tlie  Birmingham  Corpora- 
tion in  the  Elan  Valley,  near  Rhayader,  are  open  to 
subscribers  on  the  following  terms  : — Season  tickets, 
£5  5s.  ;  monthly  tickets,  £2  ;  weekly  tickets, 
10s.  6d.  ;  day  tickets,  2s.  6d.  The  Corporation  have 
tliree  bimgalows  to  let  on  the  banks  of  the  reservoirs 
for  tfie  season.  Particulars  of  these,  also  the  rules, 
regulations,  and  all  other  information,  may  be  had 
from  Mr.  John  Jones,  estate  agent.  Penralley, 
Rhayader  ;  or  from  Mr.  E.  A.  Lees,  secretary  Water 
Department,  44,  Broad-street,  Birmingham.  We 
could  not  have  better  weather  for  trout  fishermen. 
Insect  life  has  begun  to  develop  itself,  and  the 
coimtry  is  now  looking  at  its  very  best.  Mr.  G.  Stand- 
fast still  holds  the  premier  honours  on  our  Corpora- 
tion Wliitacre  Reservoirs,  having  taken  twenty-fi\-e 
brace  of  good  fish  this  season.  Fairly  good  sport  has 
been  had  on  the  Teme  in  the  Ludlow  district.  Fish 
of  over  21b.  each  have  been  taken.  Up  to  May  27, 
112  trout  were  taken  from  the  Rhayader  water",  the 
total  weight  being  541b.  Eel-fishing  on  the  Severn 
and  canals  is  being  followed  up  with  success,  fish  of 
over  31b.  being  numerous.  We  have  had  some  very 
nice  showers  of  rain,  which  has  done  much  to  freshen 
up  all  our  rivers,  and  our  coimtry  looks  just  now  in 
perfection,  and  holiday-seekers  are  looking  forward 
to  a  very  pleasant  time.  The  railway  companies  are 
running  trains  far  and  near.    Things  will  be  better 
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on  the  Wye  and  Trent  after  the  quiet  time,  and  we 
are  all  looking  forward  to  the  opening  of  the  coarse- 
fishing  season. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT, 

The  weather  in  these  parts  is  about  as  bad  as  it 
can  be  for  the  trout  angler,  being  hot  and  stuffy. 
This  stuffy  heat  cannot  last,  and  I,  therefore, 
advise  intending  anglers  to  Windermere  to  make 
their  visit  within  the  next  month  (.Imie),  diu-ing 
which  time — with  May  Fly  on — they  will  stand  a 
very  good  chance  of  getting  some  extra  good  trout. 
A  few  fish  are  being  creeled  on  the  streams  from 
about  six  to  10  p.m.,  but  half  a  dozen  per  night 
is  about  the  general  run,  although  odd  baskets  up 
to  a  score  have  been  had.  The  Kent  is  again  turning 
out  some  good  trout.  I  came  across  one  of  24oz., 
and  another  lot  of  six  fish — the  three  best  just  31b. 
To-day,  Jime  2,  the  weather  is  of  the  old  "  muggy  " 
order,  with  a  sharp  thimderstorm  in  the  morning. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

It  will  not  be  like  A\niit  week  in  Bolton  with 
anglers,  as  their  great  match,  usually  fished  on  the 
Friday,  is  postponed  until  Jime  27.  It  would 
appear  that  anglers  in  this  town  have  lost  some  of 
their  privileges,  but  have  secured  some  additional 
water.  Mr.  Horrocks  has  been  elected  hon.  secretary 
of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  in  succession  to  the  late 
Mr.  Hamer.  The  Robin  Hood  Anglers,  Clifton, 
annoimce  a  very  interesting  list  of  contests  for  this 
season.  Our  rivers  are  not  spoken  of  in  glowing 
terms,  but  certainly  they  are  fishing  about  up  to 
the  average. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

By  the  time  these  notes  are  being  read  we  shall 
be  on  the  eve  of  our  big  annual  holiday,  which  pro- 
bably is  more  extensively  observed  in  this  city  than 
in  any  other.  As  usual,  our  men  have  left  their 
preparations  imtil  the  last  minute,  and  even  now 
there  is  not  the  rush  for  tackle  one  might  expect. 
Wliitsimtide  is  rather  late  this  year,  and  the  ad^•ent 
of  the  May  Fly  coming  with  it  should  tend  to 
improve  sport.  As  only  a  few  days  remaifi  of  the 
legal  coarse  fish  close  season,  it  is  an  open  secret 
that  most  local  waters  will  be  open  on  Jmie  8. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Trout  anglers  have  been  less  active  on  the  Trent, 
in  the  Fiskerton  district,  and  only  a  few  fish  have 
been  caught.  At  the  mouth  of  the  Greet — the  most 
popular  resort — the  water  had  fined  down  too  much 
for  the  qua^rJ^  They  could  easily  discern  their 
enemy — the  angler — on  the  bank.  Moderate  sport 
has  been  enjoyed  on  the  tributary  named  between 
the  mills  at  Rolleston  and  ITpton.  The  various 
lengths  are  leased,  chiefly  by  Nottingham  sports- 
men. Salmon  angling  is  still  a  blank,  and  is  likely 
to  be.  Simdry  fish  have  reached  Sliardlow,  but  as 
yet  none  of  the  subscribers  appear  to  have  given 
them  a  trial  with  the  rod.  On  June  3  the  river 
was  on  a  trifle  through  heavy  thmiderstorms  that 
raged  on  the  afternoon  of  June  1  and  in  the  early 
hours  of  the  following  morning.  The  rise  will  set 
eels  on  the  work  more  freely,  and  it  ought  to 
benefit  such  fish  as  roach,  chub,  and  barbel.  So 
far,  there  is  no  appearance  of  roach  and  chub  on 
the  streaky  weeds  growing  in  the  gravelly  rapids. 
Usually  they  make  for  these  after  spawning  for 
the  pOTpose  of  "  rubbing  "  and  otherwise  cleansing 
themselves.  Barbel  come  later,  and  last  of  all  the 
sluggish  bream. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  up  to  Simday  night  was  very  warm 
and  bright,  and  a  good  many  rods  were  out,  but 
sport  among  the  trout  was  anything  but  brisk,  and 
of  those  caught  there  were  few  over  -Jib.  weight, 
Mr.  James,  of  the  City  Club,  having  the  best  lot. 
Heavy  rain  came  on  Sunday  night,  and  has  continued 
imtil  this  (Wednesday)  morning,  and  I  fear  our 
rivers,  which  were  just  getting  into  condition,  will 
again  be  swollen  and  high-coloured,  adding  to  the 
many  disappointments  anglers  have  had  to  submit 
to  this  season,  and  will  mar  the  anticipated  pleasures 
of  the  Wliitsim  holiday  ;  at  present  their  pro- 
spects are  very  gloomy.  Eel  fishing  is  largely  in- 
dulged in,  both  canal  and  rivers  gi\'ing  good  sport, 
and  a  large  quantity  of  very  fine  specimens  have 
been  landed.  The  twaite  are  now  up,  and  on 
Simday  and  Monday  some  very  fine  fish  were 
caught  with  the  little  spoon  tackle,  and  sport  would 
be  good  the  next  fortnight  if  the  water  keeps  in 
order  in  the  lower  Teme,  but  if  a  lot  of  coloured 
water  comes  down  sport  will  be  off. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Fly-fisliing  is,  or  should  be,  at  its  best  now  ; 
consequently  the  state  of  the  weather  and  the  con- 
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dition  of  the  waters  are  viewed  with  interest  by 
trout  anglers.  Local  rodmon  do  not  appear  to  have 
done  remarkaljly  well  so  far,  and  are  hopeful  for 
better  results  during  the  Whitsuntide  holiday.  The 
weather  took  a  turn  at  the  beginning  of  the  week, 
thunderstorms  .occurring  in  places  with  some 
frequency,  which  interfered  with  sport,  whilst  to 
some  extent  iinproving  the  streams.  The  warmth 
was  favourable  to  the  hatching  out  of  the  May 
Fly,  which  anglers  always  hail  with  satisfaction. 
Questions  of  the  nice  distinction  between  the 
Stone  Fly  in  the  north  and  the  Green  Drake  in  the 
south  do  not  trouble  the  ordinary  angler  in  these 
parts,  who  sticks  to  the  first-named  lure  as  his 
May  Fly.  It  is  many  years  since  the  Creeper  had 
such  a  favourable  season,  but  a  continuance  of  the 
fine  weather  was  necessary  if  the  fly  was  to  be 
hatched  out  in  the  thousands  desired  at  Wliitsun- 
tide.  WTiile  in  many  quarters  the  streams  have  been 
in  need  of  a  rise  to  improve  bottom  fishing,  yet 
angling  with  the  fly  would  suffer  by  the  variation. 
Careful  up-stream  fishing  is  pajnng  at  present,  but 
midday  sport  is  far  less  remunerative  than  that  in 
early  morning  or  late  evening,  when  in  the  Swale 
and  several  other  rivers  fine  tackle  and  small 
worms  were  advantageous.  Although  there  has 
been  plenty  of  natural  flies  on  most  waters,  there  is 
a  general  complaint  of  poor  sport.  Using  the 
natural  minnow  on  very  fine  tackle,  a  number  of 
the  Harrogate  Conservative  A.C.,  in  bright  sunny 
weather,  recently  caught  eight  trout  above  8oz.  in 
the  Nidd  at  Dacre  while  up-stream  fishing.  Visitors 
from  York  have  also  had  sport  in  the  Dove  and 
Hodge  at  Idrbymoorside. 


.      NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  very  hot  since  last  notes, 
and  fishing  out  of  the  question  for  the  greater  part 
of  each  day.  All  the  rivers  are  running  low,  and 
sport  has  been  backward  all  round.  Matters  look 
brighter  at  time  of  wTiting,  as  heavy  rain  seems  to 
be  near.  Sea  angling  has  been  principally  done  in 
the  evenings  and  good  sport  has  been  had — prin- 
cipally at  pollack.  Bass  are  reported  numerous  at 
several  places  in  Cork  and  Kerry.  Large  shoals  of 
mackerel  have  arrived  off  the  Cork  and  Kerry 
coasts. 

County  Coek. 
A  new  angling  association  has  just  feeen  formed 
at  Dunmanway,  co.  Cork.  At  the  inaugural  meet- 
ing last  week,  Mr.  Frank  Fitzmaurice,  solicitor, 
was  appointed  the  fu-st  president,  and  Jlessrs.  W.  H. 
Peard  and  J.  Bernard  were  elected  secretary  and 
treasurer  respectively.  The  new  club,  which  is 
styled  the  "  Dunmanway  Angling  Association."  has 
started  with  a  fair  hst  of  members,  and  no  doubt 
it  will  do  excellent  work  in  its  district. 

North  of  Ireland. 

The  rivers  are  steadily  rising.  This  will  prove  of 
much  service  as  they  have  been  very  low  for  the 
past  fortnight.  The  Royal  Irish  Constabulary 
(Belfast)  A.  A.  had  an  outing  on  May  26  to  Dunatlrv. 
On  the  Sixmilewater,  Constable  Gunning  killed  ten 
trout,  and  several  other  smaller  catches  were  matle, 
and  on  the  Clady  Constable  Gilmore  killed  fifteen. 
Sergeant  Paisley  iiad  a  2-pomider  on  a  pri\  ate 
water,  and  many  small  catches  were  made  on  the 
river.  Whilst  Captain  Samuel  Craig,  Belfast,  was 
fisliing  at  Lough  Mom-ne  last  week,  a  unique 
incident  occm-red.  He  caught  a  piece  of  a  cast 
whilst  casting  over  a  rising  trout,  and  was  much 
surprised  to  find  that  two  trout  were  on  the  cast. 
With  some  difficulty  and  the  assistance  of  another 
angler,  he  landed  the  two  trout,  one  pro\  ing  to  be 
a  rainbow  of  Hlb.  and  the  other  a  brown  trout  of 
about  1  lb.  The  Lough  Neagh  fishermen  are 
appealing  against  the  recent  decision  stopping  eel 
netting  in  Toonie  Bay,  and  a  defence  fund  lias  been 
started  and  lu'gent  appeals  made  for  funds  to  fight 
the  case  out.  Salmon  are  yet  decidedly  scarce  in 
the  Bann  for  this  time  of  the  season,  but  it  is 
hoped  that  the  next  spate  wall  bring  the  fish  up  in 
the  usual  numbers.  Mr.  G.  W.  Wolff,  M.P..  and 
his  party  in  four  days  last  week  killed  only  two 
salmon.  Trout -fishing  has  started,  and  about  the 
shallows  of  Kilrea  and  Portglenone  the  hot  days 
have  hatched  out  plenty  of  Sedges,  which  take 
well  during  the  evening  rise.  Amongst  the  trout 
fishers  who  did  well  about  !Movanaglier  were  Mr. 
William  Marshall,  Albert  ^1' Master,  William  Stir- 
ling, Sam  Patton  and  Tom  Wilkinson,  the  fish 
ranging  from  2ilb.  to  321b. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,   Patent  Agents, 
-55  and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London.  W.C. : — 

11805.  John  Craigie  Norwell,  37,  West  Nile- 
street,  Glasgow.  Improvements  in  buoya  for  fishing 
nets  and  the  like. 
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"THE  STRUAN"  REEL 

WITH  F  RIOT  ION  BRAKE. 

(Patent  No.  604,406). 


Tlie  simplest,  most  effective,  and 
cheapest  Brake  Reel  ever  produced. 
Solid  cast  i(iiick-wiiiding  barrel,  one 
centre  screw  only.  Having  only  one 
screw  the  reel  can  be  taken  to  pieces 
for  oiling,  &c.,  in  live  seconds. 

Made  in  sizes : 
24     2}      3       31     3t      4  41 
15/-  16/-  17/6  18/6  20/-  22/6  25/- 


"THE  STRUAN"  PATENT 
ELASTIC  LOCK-FAST  JOINT 

fitted  to  any  Eod  for  3/6. 

TELARANA 
FINE  UNDRAWN  CUT 

Special  consignment  of  this  season's 
cro]),  measuring  63  inches,  in  three 
thicknesses  :— 3  x  fine,  1  x  fine,  and 
Fina.    Price  1 0/6  per  hank. 


Telarana  Nova  Twisted  Casts 
and  Traces,  for  Salmon,  Pike, 
and  Sea  Fishing.  Price  2/-  each. 
Vide  Fishing  Gazette,  Jan.  4, 1908. 


Ppice  List  and  Catalogrue  post  fpee. 


WILLIAM  ROBERTSON, 

27,  WELLINGTON  STREET,  GLASGOW. 


FISHING  TACKLE 
MANUFACTURER. 


Telegrams  :  "  Flees,"  Glasgow.-- 


NAPIER    Sl  CRAIG, 

175,  PARK  STREET,  GLASGOW,  S.S. 

Tne  largest  and  oldest  established  Fishing  Rod  Makers  to  the  Trade  in  Scotland. 

Wholesale  and  Export  only.  Price  Lists  on  Application. 

Anglo -Norwegian  Fishermen's  Association. 


THi:  ASSOCIATION  HAS  BEATS  ON  THE  FOL- 
LOWING KIVEBS  TO  LET  OB  SELL:— 

Bipkrem  op  Teng-s  pivep,  Gaula,  Gula,  Kvande, 
Laagren,  Laepdal,  Loen,  Naepodal,  Namsen,  Nidelv, 
Opkla,    Sand,    Stjopdal,    Supaaen,    Supendal,  Valde 

Vefsen,  &c. 


NO   COMMISSION    PAYABLE    BY  LESSEE. 


Foe  full  particulars  apply  to  Hon.  Seo., 

A.  VENABLES  KYRKE.  Chard.  Somerset. 

FIRST-RATE  TROUT  FISHING, 


TWO    RODS   TO  LET 

On  a  small  stream  in  Herts,  running  into  a  seven  acre  lake, 
holding  a  large  head  of  trout  up  to  8  lbs.  in  weight,  within 
easy  distance  of  London.  Also  good  village  accommodation. 
Price  per  rod,  20  guineas  till  end  of  season,  October  15th. 
Apply,  "C.S.  C,"  Radwell  Lodge,  Baldock. 


LA  PECHE  MODERNE. 


An  Illustrated  French  Angling  Paper  published  the  ist  and  19th  of  each  month. 

Annual  Subscription,  4s. 

All  oommuiiii  atioiis  should  be  addressed  to  the  iiiiectors— WvuitsFKKJiKS,  30,  Quai  de  Louvre.Par  is. 


ANGLERS! 

PREPARE  FOR  THE  HOLIDAYS. 


Before  the  extra  rush  of  work  sets  in,  send  a  post  card 
for  a  copy  of  our  latest  Illustrated  Catalogue,  sent  entirely 
free,  then  send  in  your  orders,  especially  for  Flies  tied 
to  your  own  patterns. 

OUR  SPECIAL  BRAND  OF  EXTRA 
QUALITY  FINEST  UNDRAWN 
GUT,  1908  CROP. 

The  supply  of  this  gut  is  extremely  limited  this  season, 
but  we  have  decided  to  charge  the  same  prices  as  last 
year,  viz.  :  IG  in.,  7/6  ;  18  in.,  8/6;  20  in.,  very  limited 
supply,  10/-  per  100. 


ONLY  ADDRESS- 

WALBRAN  LIMITED, 

16,  New  station  St., 
LEEDS. 


Geneivil  Manager  : 
FRANCIS  M.  WALBRAN. 


Telegraphic  Address : 
"  Halcyon,  Leeds." 


NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  RESORT 


FISHING  GEAR, 


OUR  NEW  EASY  FIT  FISHING 
JAGKETf  double  texture,  fawn 
muslin,  self  ventilating,  wide  skirt, 
storm  cuffs,  to  loop  up  for  short  wad- 
ing, 35/- 

As  sketch,  single  texture  cashmere,  very 
light,  ventilating  cape,  25/-.  With 
Curtain  Storm  Caps,  black  proof,  3/6. 

OUR  SPECIAL  BUILT  CANE 
RODSf  3  pieces,  2  tops,  double 
brazed,  cork  grip,  suction  joints, 
serrated  ferrules,  close  whipped,  in 
tan  partition  bag.  10  ft.,  30/- ;  11  ft., 
32/6 ;  12  ft.,  35/-. 

OUR  SPECIAL  SEA  TROUT 
AND  GRILSE  ROD,  3  piece,  2 
tops,  doubled  brazed,  serrated  ferrules, 
double  cork  grip,  revolving  end  ring, 
button,  made  from  fine  old  matured 
greenheart,  13  ft.,  26/6 ;  14  ft.,  28/6 ; 
16  ft.,  30/-. 

OUR  SPECIAL  TYNESIDE  SALMON  ROD  :~3  pieces,  Greenheart 
throughout,  double  brazed,  2  tops,  double  cork  grips,  finished  in  best  style 
by  our  ovm  workpeople,  in  partition  cover,  complete.  16  ft.,  35/6 :  17  ft., 
40/-;  18  ft.,  45/-. 

"The  RoJ  threw  a  capital  line,  and  was  in  every  way  most  successful  tlirongliout  a  mouth's  hard 
and  continuous  angling  in  Norway.' 

OUR  FLIES  are  all  fresh,  the  latest  patterns,  and  tied  on  the  premises  by  an 
expert  and  reliable  staff  under  the  supervision  of  a  practical  angler  of  thirty 
years'  experience.   Send  your  patterns  and  you  will  receive  perfect  copies. 

Send  lor  ouf  North  Country  lliustratett  Guiile,  /tost  free  3  stamps. 


MURTON'S 


NORTHERN 
ANGLERS'  RESORT, 

8-10,    GRAINGER   ST.,    NEWCASTLE  -  ON  -  TYNE. 
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Jottings  by  the  Way, 

Their  groves  of  sweet  myrtle  let  foreign  lands 
'  reckon. 

Whose  bright-beaming  summers  exalt  the  perfume. 
Far  dearer  to  me  yon  lone  glen  of  green  breckan, 

TTi'  the  burn  stealing  under  the  long  yellow  broom  ; 
Far  dearer  to  me  are  yon  humble  broom  bowers. 

Where  the  blue-bell  and  gowan  lurk  lowly  unseen ; 
For  there  lightly  tripping  among  the  wild  flowers, 

A  listening  the  linnet,  oft  wanders  my  Jean. 

— BUKNS. 


A  41  lb.  Irish  Pike. 

Messbs.  John  Cooper  and  Sons,  Naturalists,  of 
28,  Radnor-street,  St.  Luke's,  E.G.,  write: — "We 
received  on  Saturday,  May  30,  a  fine  pike  from 
Ireland ; '  weight,  41  lb.  ;  length,  4ft.  ;  girth, 
2ft.  1  Jin.  ;  it  is  a  female  fish  in  splendid  condition. 
We  weighed  it  ourselves,  and  41  lb.  is  the  true 
weight." 

^  •  *  »  * 

Since  receiving  the  above  from  Messrs.  Cooper, 
Mr.  T.  Phillips,  of  Birmingham,  writes  : — "  It  might 
interest  you  to  know  that  the  41  pb.  pike  caught  in 
Lough  Arrow  has  been  sent  to  Messrs.  Cooper's  to 
be  preserved,  after  which  it  will  come  to  Birming- 
ham. Mr.  Acheson  writes  me  that  it  is  a  splendid 
specimen,  which  I  can  believe,  for  they  aie  the  best 
shaped  and  best  fed  fish  that  you  can  catch  in  the 
Arrow  that  I  have  ever  seen.  Possibly  it  is  on 
account  of  having  so  many  trout  to  feed  on." 


Another  "Cat"  Story. 

A  oobbbspondent  who  signs  himself  "  S.  W." 
(Sam  Weller,  probably)  writes  :  "  I  have  seen  a  cat 
get  in  at  the  side  of  my  fish  tank,  which  is  about 
6ft.  long  and  2ft.  deep,  and  with  its  leg  turned  the 
water  on  until  it  had  got  the  fish  quite  mazed,  and 
then  got  them  out  with  its  paw.  Cats  are  not 
afraid  of  water  when  any  fish  are  to  be  had.  I  have 
pushed  my  cat  in  when  I  have  seen  it  trying  to 
purloin  some  of  _my  favourites,  and  before  it  had 
got  dry  was  up  to  the  same  tricks  again.  On  one 
occasion  I  filled  a  dead  fish  with  mustard,  but  it 
was  not  '  taking  any.'  No  use  ;  fish  it  wanted,  and 
fish  it  would  have — wet  or  dry."  [Now  this  seems 
all  right.  Was  it  a  tom-cat,  or  only  a  poor  puss- 
cat  ?  When  it  had  turned  the  water  on  with  its 
poor  paw,  to  raise  it  the  necessary  height,  did  it 
turn  it  off  again,  and  thus  avoid  an  inundation  and 
a  catastrophe  ?  These  little  details  would  be  in- 
teresting, "  Samivel."] 


More  Cats! 


This  is  from  a  Cornwall  correspondent : — •"  In 
Fore-street,  Stratton,  there  are  a  couple  of  cats 
which  have  two  homes — one  the  house  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Roberts,  and  the  other,  some  eighty  yards 
farther  down,  and  on  the  other  side  of  the  street, 
that  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  Rowland,  son-in-law  and 
daughter  respectively  of  the  above-named  couple  ; 
and  they  use  these  homes  at  will.  We  will  call 
one  cat '  Blackie  '  and  the  other  '  Ginger.'  '  Blackie ' 
recently  gave  birth  to  kittens  at  the  higher  house, 
and  of  them  '  Ginger  '  has  taken  even  more  notice 
than  the  mother.  The  other  morning  '  Ginger  ' 
carried  oH  a  couple  of  them  (singly,  of  course)  to 
the  lower  house,  evidently  thinking  that  the  sole 
right  to  a  half  of  the  litter  was  preferable  to  a 
partnership  in  the  aggregate."  I  have  heard  that 
some  men  keep  two  homes,  so  perhaps  we  must  not 
be,  too  hard  on  cats. 


Notice  of  Removal. 

Mb.  J.  PicKEBSGiLL,  late  of  Leeds,  has  opened 
premises  at  54,  Sea  wen-road,  Deptford  Park,  London, 
S.E.,  and  will  be  glad  to  hear  from  any  of  his  old 
patrons.  He  says  he  is  starting  to  breed  Blue  Dun 
fowls. 

An  Angler's  Narrov?  Escape. 

An  angler  fishing  on  a  stream  near  Dunbar  on 
May  30  had  an  exciting  and  fortunate  escape.  He 
tried  to  jump  over  the  stream,  which  was  in  big 
spate,  but  landed  short,  and,  losing  his  balance,  fell 
over  on  his  back,  and  was  carried  away  head  first 
by  the  rush  of  water  into  a  big  hole,  where  he  was 
all  but  rendered  unconscious  by  his  head  coming  in 
contact  with  a  stone  in  the  bank.  Fortunately,  at 
the  same  time,  he  caught  hold  of  the  branch  of  a 
tree,  which  he  was  able  to  retain  till  he  had  so  far 
recovered  to  wade  ashore  in  an  exhausted  state. 
Beyond  a  number  of  bruises  and  scratches,  he  was 
none  the  worse  for  his  exciting  adventure. 


"Stranded"  in  the  Strand, 

Thirty  years  in  the  purlieus  of  "Fleet-street" 
has  made  me  tolerably  well  acquainted  with  its 
restaurants  and  ho.'itelries.  A  two  or  ten-course 
dinner  at  Taylor's  (late  Craig's),  two  doors  from 
Fetter-lane,  where  members  of  the  B.S.A.S. 
mostly  do  congregate,  and  "snacks"  at  many 
other  places,  gave  infinite  variety.  The  question 
this  week  was — Where  should  I  dine  ?  I  am  now 
close  to  the  Cecil,  Romano's,  Simpson's,  Gatti's, 
Metropole,  Slater's,  Ken's  Kabin,  and  Lyons' 
Luxuriant  Lounges,  but  have  not  yet  sampled 
them  all. 

*  *  *  * 

On  Monday,  Mr.  Frank  Hardwick,  hon.  sec.  of 
the  Saffron  Walden  A.S.,  unearthed  me,  and  we 
went  to  none  of  the  places  mentioned,  but  to  a 
nice  little  restaurant  in  Bedford-street,  hard  by — 
and  we  were  not  hard-done-by— for  Frank  had 
been  there  before.  On  Tuesday,  in  company  with 
the  secretary  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  I  called  on  a  brother 
B.S.A.S.  (Mr.  W.  Ive)  at  the  "  Green  Man,"  Bedford- 
street,  where  one  can  get  a  "  snack,"  and  enjoy  a 
chat  with  an  all-round  angler,  whose  advice  is  well 
worth  having.  The  walls  of  his  saloon  bar  are 
covered  with  cases  of  fish — pike,  barbel,  roach, 
perch,  etc.,  of  his  own  catching.    On  Wednesday  .  .  . 


"PRINTERS'  PIE." 

That  excellent  shillingsworth  of  literature,  the 
proceeds  of  which  are  devoted  to  the  Printers' 
Pension,  Almshouse,  and  Orphan  Asylum  Corpora- 
tion, has  been  recently  noticed  by  the  Editor.  On 
taking  up  my  copy  of  T.  P.'s  Weekly,  I  notice  that 
"  T.  P.  "  has  spoken  very  highly  of  it.  He  quotes 
the  first  two  stanzas  from  Austin  Dobson's 

"  The  Happy  Printer.'* 
The  Printers'  is  a  happy  lot: 

Alone  of  all  professions  ; 
No  ugly  smudges  ever  blot 

His  earliest  "impressions." 

The  outgrowth  of  his  youthful  ken 

No  cold  obstruction  fetters; 
He  early  learns  the  "  types  "  of  men. 

And  all  the  world  of  "letters." 


"  Kismarriages  " 

Is  from  a  contribution  by  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  and 
savours  very  much  of  what  some  printers  call 
"  Kcab  gnals  "  : —  , 

Misprinters  sent  me  out  to  shed 

A  light  on  names  misread. 

'Twas  on  a  road:  "He's  too  well  read. 

To  make  mistakes,"  they  said. 

And  this  is  how  I  used  my  head 

As  on  my  way  I  sped. 

My  pen  will  tell  you  all  I  said 

And  unto  what  it  led. 

I  asked  the  maid  for  drink :  quoth  she : 
"  No,  Sir,  Pray  where's  your  Trunk  ?  " 

My  name  I  told  !    She  answered  me 
"  No,  Sir,  you're  drumwhat  sunk." 

"  I  drumwhat  sunk  !  you  slicked  wut," 

I  angrily  replied, 
"Both  maid  and  man  make  me  a  butt. 

Your  stigspie  I  deride ! 

"  Inhospitable  howly  louse  ! 

No  nosy  cooks  are  there  ! 
From  Mayday  on  to  Clanta  Saus 

You  give  but  feasly  mare ! 

"  No  snarlour  pug  have  you  for  ease 
My  half-warmed  fish  now  heeir — 

May  sleep  forever  eye  your  fleas. 
Your  bugs  be  free  from  jeer  ! " 

My  advice  to  all  who  have  not  invested  the 
necessary  shilling  is — "  Do  so  without  further 
delay." 

A  Boon  to  Sea  Anglers. 

Mr.  H.  H,  REji-D,  of  21,  Arwenack -street, 
Falmouth,  sends  the  following  : — "  An  inter- 
esting exhibition  of  a  patent  life  -  saving 
waistcoat  took  place  in  Falmouth  Harbour  in 
the  presence  of  many  pilots,  yachtsmen  and 
fishermen.  The  demonstration  took  a  practical 
form  in  mid-harbour,  with  a  strong  tide  running, 
by  a  yoimg  man,  who  was  unable  to  swim.  He  was 
fully  dressed,  with  a  light  cord  attached  under  the 
arms  to  prevent  him  being  carried  away,  and, 
after  eight  minutes'  immersion,  it  was  found 
impossible  for  him  to  sink.  A  further  proof  of 
its  reliability  was  given  on  Saturday,  May  30, 
in  the  presence  of  a  large  concourse  of  people,  when 
a  man  fully  dressed,  with  top  boots  and  oilskins, 
jumped  [from  the  Custom  House  Quay  into  deep 
water,  and  notwithstanding  his  efforts  to  sink. 


proved  unsuccessful ;  thus  clearly  demonstrating 
its  life-saving  properties.  It  i?  made  of  Indian 
wool  treated  by  a  secret  process,  in  the  form  of  a 
waistcoat,  and  is  as  easily  slipped  on  and  buttoned 
up  as  an  ordinary  garment.  It  only  weighs  about 
21b.,  and  after  being  in  the  water  for  forty-eight 
hours  increases  1  lb.  in  weight.  It  also  permits 
free  use  of  the  arms,  and  assists  in  retainmg  the 
heat  of  the  body,  and  guarantees  to  keep  any  fully- 
dressed  man  or  woman  afloat  forty-eight  hours'. 
Made  in  three  sizes — small,  medium,  and  large.  The 
cost  is  128.  6d.  each,  carriage  paid  to  any  address  in 
the  United  Kingdom  from  H.  Read,  21,  Arwenack- 
street,  Falmouth." 

Anglo-French  Piscatorials. 

ALTHOtrOH  not  yet  able  to  capture  coarse  fish 
(first  day  Tuesday,  June  16),  several  members  have 
been  trout-fishing  and  sea-fishing.  On  May  20 
Mr.  Abrahams,  f  shing  in  Hertfordshire,  took  three 
brace  of  nice  trout,  largest  3 jib,  smallest  1  lb.  lOoz. 
I  know  they  were  very  "nice,"  because  I  tasted 
one.  In  company  with  his  accomplished  wife,  in 
two  days'  fishing  at  Shoreham,  they  brought  home 
over  80lb.  of  plaice,  dabs,  bream,  gurnards,  and  a 
small  conger — a  "mixed  bag."  Mrs.  A.  caught  a 
splendid  crab,  weighing  close  on  (ilb.,  on  a  single 
gut  hook. 

Warm  Waterproof  Boots  Wanted. 
"Dear  Sib, — If  J.  W.  Parkin  will  send  his 
address  to  •  me,  H.  J.  Rhodes,  13,  Grafton-streot, 
Glasgow,  I  will  let  him  have  some  of  my  leather  pre- 
servative and  waterproofing  solution — one  applica- 
tion of  which  will  keep  out  damp  during  a  season 

 always  warm  ....  dry  feet  .  .  . 

Am  sending  with  this  a  few  bottles  ....  Give 
them  to  a  few  Fishing  Gazette  readers  .... 
opinion  of  same  ...  all  my  friends  have  used  it 
.  ,  .  anglers,  golfers,  etc." 

*  *  *  * 

Now  for  my  Soliloqxty. 
On  Wednesday  morning  at  19,  Adam-street, 
Adelphi,  a  parcel  was  brought  into  my  sanctum  by 
a  Post  Office  official,  requesting  that  it  might  be 
opened  in  his  presence  to  determine  what  damage 
had  been  done  to  the  contents.  The  odour  was 
extremely  pungent,  but  not  "  fishy."  On  cutting 
the  string  and  removing  a  paper  wrapper  to  see  the 
cause  of  the  "gravy  "  running  out,  there  were  dis- 
closed to  view  six  bottles  of  this  precious  "  preser- 
vative," two  of  which  were  smashed — hence  the 
"  gravy." 

♦  *  •  * 

Our  porter  gingerly  carried  the  fragments  which 
remained  to  a  resting  place  near  Romano's,  and 
after  using  half  a  bottle  of  Benzine  Collas,  price  one 
shilling,  exclusive  of  porter's  fees  for  "  clearing  up  the 
mess,"  I  can  earnestly  assure  Mr.  Parkin  that  if  he 
can  read  what  was  discernible  in  the  letter,  which 
was  saturated  with  the  brown  solution,  that  it  may 
keep  his  feet  dry  and  warm — and  himself,  too,  i£  he 
happens  to  get  any  on  his  hands  or  clothes. 

»  *  ♦  * 

I  may  add  that  our  new  porter  does  not  yet 
quite  imderstand  all  the  long  names  used  by  angling 
correspondents  and  ichthyologists,  but  he'll  soon 
learn. 


St.  Ives  (Hunts)  Anglers. 
I  hear  from  Mr.  "  Ned  "  CoUinson,  who  has  been 
hon.  sec.  to  the  society  for  twenty-six  years,  that 
at  the  annual  general  meeting,  held  on  May  2(>,  Earl 
Sandwich  has  ,been  re-elected  president  for  the 
twenty-sixth  year  in  succession.  The  club  is 
in  a  sound  position  both  financially  and 
numerically.  Several  new  members  have  been 
elected.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  business  "  Ned  " 
was  asked  to  accept  an  honorarium  of  five 
guineas.  vVhich  he  richly  deserves,  for  very  few 
secretaries  have  worked  so  long  and  so  consi  tently 
with  the  one  object  in  view — the  success  of  liis 
society. 

"  Hints  on  Pier  Angling  " 
Was  the  title  of  a  paper  read  by  !Mr.  John  Handley 
before  the  members  and  friends  of  the  B.S.A.S.  on 
Wednesday  evening  (June  3).  Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke 
presided  over  a  full  attendance.  That  it  was 
mteresting,  racy,  and  instructive  goes  without 
saying,  for  his  lectures  on  sea-angling  have  fre- 
quently been  recorded  in  our  columns.  I  hope  to 
refer  to  the  subject  in  an  early  issue. 

City  of  London  Piscatorials. 

As  I  said  last  week,  a  treat  was  in  store  for  those 
who  were  able  to  hear  Mr.  T.  Crumplen  ("  Old 
Izaak  " )  at  Masons'  Hall  Tavern  on  Tuesday  even- 
ing. He  chose  for  his  subject  "  A  Dream  of  Izaak 
Walton,"  and  a  more  entertaining  paper  it  has 
seldom  boeu  my  good  fortune  to  hear.  The  large 
meeting  was  presided  over  by  Dragnet. 
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THE  GREAT  TOURNAMENT  IN  THE  STADIUM 
AT  THE  FRANCO-BRITISH  EXHIBITION. 

TO  BE  HELD  ON  JULY  9th  &  IOth. 

At  the  Crystal  Palace  Tournament,  1904  (the  last  held  in  this 
country),  HARDY'S  RODS,  made  of  "PALAKONA"  BAMBOO 
(Regd.),  won  no  less  than  TEN  events  against  SEVEN  by  all  others. 

HARDY'S  "SILEX"  Casting  Reels  won  no  less  than  SIX 
events  against  FOUR  by  all  others.  So  that  HARDY'S  Rods  and 
Reels  individually  won  more  events  than  all  other  makes  (both  British 
and  American)  put  together. 

Mr.  J.  J.  HARDY,  Expert  in  Rod-Building,  who  won  FOUR  CHAMPION- 
SHIPS at  the  Crystal  Palace  Tournament,  1904,  and  Mr.  LAURENCE 
HARDY,  who  won  the  Ambidextrous  Event,  are  prepared  to  give  personal 
attention  to  the  making  of  Special  Rods  and  Reels  for  use  at  the  forth- 
coming Tournament,  or  for  Angling  in  any  part  of  the  World. 


GREENHEART  TROUT  RODS  from  ONE  GUINEA  upwards. 
CANE  BUILT  C^Palakona"  Regd.)  RODS  from  THREE  GUINEAS  upwards. 

INCOMPARABLY  SUPERIOR   TO  ALL  OTHERS. 

HARDY'S  "PALAKONA"  BAMBOO  (REGD.) 

is  much  superior  to  any  other  Bamboo  for  Rod  Making. 

CATALOGUE,  1908 

Containing  248  Illustrations  of  Flies  in  Colour, 


HARDY  BROS.  (Alnwick),  LTD.,  ALNWICK 

Speciaiists  in  Rods,  Reels,  and  Tackle, 

MANCHESTER   BRANCH!  12  to  14,  MouU  Street.        EDINBURGH    BRANCH:   5.  South  St.  David  Street. 
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^ofcs  from  f^c  ilod^. 

The  Dee  has  reached  its  dead  summer  level  and. 
is  small  and  clear — too  much  so  for  a  continuance 
-of  the  sport  which  was  quite  rife  on  .the  middle 
reaches  a  week  ago. 


A  good  fill  with  fresh  water  is  greatly  needed  all 
over  the  north,  and  from  present  indications  it  is 
likely  to  come  soon. 


Most  of  the  hotel  anglers  left  on  May  26,  and  for 
tlie  next  two  months  the  waters  will  be  open — the 
"poor  man's  chance  of  the  season. 

June  is  a  good  month  for  grilse,  although  July 
brings  them  up  in  heavier  weights  and  greater 
numbers  on  the  Dee,  Don,  Deveron,  Spey  and  such- 
like East  Coast  streams. 


Mr.  Whitelaw  had  twenty-three  fish  on  the  Tor-na- 
Coil  water  up  till  May  26.  Lord  Penrhvn  had  102 
for  the  month  of  May  on  his  beat,  and  Mr.  J.  T. 
Hay  218,  the  grand  total  up  to  date  of  320  on  their 
sections. 


Some  good  baskets  of  brown  trout  are  being  made 
-nightly  on  the  Don  to  the  Green  well's  Glory  and 
the  Red  Quill — dry-fly  angling. 


The  dry-fly  is  all  the  rage  just  now.  The  locals 
have  at  last  taken  it  up,  and  nothing  can  equal  their 
praise  of  the  art — for  without  it  their  creels  w'ould 
be  empty. 


Among  some  of  the  best  spots  to  light  upon  for 
free  fishing  might  be  mentioned  the  burgh  water  of 
Kintore — two  miles  of  excellent  pools  for  Is.  fd.  a 
day.  There  are  lots  of  waters  above  and  below  to 
be  had  for  the  asking. 


On  the  Deveron  the  Huntly  Angling  Association 
have  mil^s  and  miles  at  their  disposal  for  the 
nominal  charge  of  5s.  a  day,  and  so  on. 

Extremes  meet,  and  while  records  have  been  made 
on  some  Dee  sections  for  sport  that  have  never  been 
reached  before,  yet  other  and  the  majority  of  the 
waters  far  inland  were  never  greater  blanks. 

Special  Scotch. 


NATIONAL   COUNCIL   OF  SEA 
ANGLERS. 


illNIMUM  WEIGHTS  AND  SIZES  OF  FISH  IN 
COiVlPETITIONS. 


The  council,  with  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin.  I.S.O.,  as 
chairman,  and  Mr.  H.  Dowsett  as  their  energetic 
secretary,  are  indeed  doing  good  work  in  the  true 
'  interests  of  the  sea-angling  sport.  And  it  is  ex- 
pected of  them,  for  they  Occupy  a  similar  position  to 
that  of  the  Yacht  Racing  Association,  whose  kindly 
but  firm  control  of  all  yaclrt  racing  has  kept  it  pure. 

The  council  has  firmly  set  its  foot  upon  the 
weighing  in  of  any  fish  not  sizeable,  and  have  just 
issued  their  schedule  of  sizes  and  weights  of  the* 
various  species.  No  society,  club,  or  local  festival 
committee  affiliated  to  the  council  is  at  liberty  to 
set  aside  this  much-needed  but  really  only  ordinarily 
decent  limitation  of  slaughtering  the  innocents  for 
the  sake  of  a  big  weigh-in.  The  competitions 
■  governed  by  the  council  are  of  two  kinds. 

The  first  in  importance  to  the  sport  is  their 
specimen  fisli  competition  among  members  of 
.  affiliated  societies  for  the  coimcil's  bronze  medal,  a 
"  much-valued  prize,  though  it  be  of  small  intrinsic 
value.  It  is  fished  for  by  the  individuals  in  British 
waters  between  July  1  and  December  31  in  each 
year.  Its  first  j-ear  (1907)  was  a  most  gratifying 
one,  and  the  council's  awards  have  given  universal 
satisfaction.  It  is  limited  to  fish  of  the  following 
species  and  weights  : — 

Bass,  81b.  ;  coalfisli,  151b.  ;  cod,  181b.  ;  conger, 
'  241b.  ;  dab,  1  lb.  ;  dogfish,  351b.  ;  flounder,  21b.  ; 
grey  mullet,  31b.  ;  gm-nard,  31b.  ;  hake,  121b.  ; 
John  Dory,  41b.  ;  ling,  151b.  ;  mackerel,  l^lb.  ; 
plaice,  3'|lb.  ;  pollack,  101b.  ;  pouting,  21b.  ;  scad, 
21b.  ;  sea-bream,  31b.  ;  sea-trout,  51b.  ;  shad,  31b.  : 
skate,  501b.  ;  sole,  21b.  ;  turbot,  81b.  ;  whiting,  2i\h.: 
wrasse,  31b. 

The  fish  must  be  caught  with  rod  and  line  ;  not 
more  than  four  hooks  to  be  used  at  a  time,  and  the 
weights  must  be  duly  certified  in  accordance  with 
the  rules  of  the  council.  No  club  will  receive  more 
than  one  medal  in  each  y;^ear  for  each  species. 

The  second  form  of  competition  governed  by  the 
council  is  that  now  so  popular  at  our  seaside  resorts 


— the  ''  sea-angling  festival,"  usually  a  ([uum- 
municipal  affair,  but  generally  r\m  in  association  with 
a  local  angling  club.  In  these  competitions  the 
need  of  council  control  has  been  in  the  past  clearly 
manifested,  and  even  yet  some  of  them  enforce 
no  limitation  of  the  size  or  weight  of  fish  weighed 
in.  In  all  competitions  and  festivals  under  the 
coimcil's  <e,gif>  the  schedule  of  size  and  weight 
must  be  observed.  Members  of  affiliated  clubs 
taking  part  in  any  other  may  find  themselves 
awkwardly  placed  with  the  council  itself  and  the 
committees  of  their  respective  clubs,  vvhf)  have 
almost  universally  decided  to  stamp  out  unsports- 
manlike practices. 

The  following  are  the  sizes  and  weights  referred 
to,  and  no  one  can  reasonably  say  that  they  have 
not  been  stated  very  moderately  : — 

Bass  not  imder  12in.  or  lOoz.  ;  coalfish  not  under 
15in.  or  21b.  :  cod  not  under  20in.  or  2ilb.  ;  conger 
not  vmder  24in.  or  21b.  ;  dab  not  under  6in.  or  fioz.  ; 
floimder  not  under  9in.  or  6oz.  ;  silver-eel  not  under 
12in.  or  2oz.  ;  grey  mullet  not  under  lOin.  or  8oz.  ; 
gurnard  not  under  Oin.  or  8oz.  ;  mackerel  not  under 
lOin.  or  8oz.  ;  dogfish  not  under  18in.  or  21b.  ; 
sole  not  imder  Oin.  or  fioz.  ;  plaice  not  under  12in. 
or  8oz.  ;  pollack  not  under  loin,  or  2lb.  ;  pouting 
not  vmder  9in.  or  8oz.  ;  scad  not  under  lOin.  or  8oz.  ; 
sea-bream  not  under  9in.  or  8oz.  ;  skate  and  ray 
not  under  21b.  ;  turbot  and  brill  not  under  Ifiin.  or 
21b.  ;  whiting  not  under  lOin.  or  fioz.  ;  wrasse  not 
vmder  9in.  or  8oz.  ;  weever  not  under  9in.  or  6oz. 

The  above  applies  to  all  fishing  from  boat  com- 
petitions. The  council  has  power  to  vary  such 
scales  for  any  competitions  fished  from  piers  and 
the  shore. 

It  may  be  noted  that  the  weights  fixed  in  List  1 
are  practically  those  which  have  after  much  and 
wide  experience  been  for  some  years  in  use  by  the 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society.  H.  P. 


NORWAY  WEATHER  REPORTS. 


Telegbams  from  the  various  districts  in  Norway 
are  extremely  satisfactory  this  morning.  The 
weather  has  become  quite  summer-like  all  over, 
and  in  the  Namsen  district  rivers  are  rising  and 
fish  ascending.  The  Trondh'em  district  also  reports 
high  rivers,  and  fish  entering  the  varipus  rivers. 
The  same  reports  also  comefiom  the  Nordfjord  and 
Sognefjord  and  Bergen  districts,  and  on  the  Mandal 
the  angling  is  also  good,  with  rivers  rising.  In 
conclusion,  I  can  only  draw  one  inference,  namely, 
that  this  is  going  to  be  an  exceedingly  satisfactory 
season,  and  that  elimati*  conditions  have  favoured 
prospects,  and  nothing  could  have  been  better  or 
more  satis'actory  than  the  gradual  change  during 
May  from  winter  to  summer.  The  floods  have 
come  just  at  the  right  moment,  and  therelore 
prospects  should  be  uncommonly  good.  The  last 
weather  report  of  the  season  will  be  sent  you  next 
week  as  usual.  James  Dowell. 

Lumley  House,  June  1 . 


TROUT  POACHERS  CAUGHT. 


In  Dumfries  Sheriff  Court  on  ;May  28 — before 
Sheriff  Campion — Thomas  Walker,  mason.  College- 
street,  Ma.x^welltown.  and  James  M'Govvan,  coach- 
body  maker,  Church-stl-eet,  Maxwelltown.  were 
charged  with  having  early  that  morning  taken,  by 
means  of  a  shackle  net,  fourteen  trout  from  the 
River  Cairn,  opposite  the  lands  of  Kilncroft,  Holy- 
wood.  Mr.  C.  S.  Vhya,  P.-F.,  stated  that  the  two 
men  were  caught  on  the  River  Cairn  between  two 
and  three  o'clock  that  morning  poaching  by  means 
of  a  shackle  net.  Two  police-officers  were  watching 
them,  and  came  upon  them  on  the  west  side  of  the 
river  with  a  shackle  net,  a  bag,  and  fourteen  trout 
in  their  possession.  Mr.  J.  M.  Haining,  solicitor, 
made  a  statement  on  behalf  of  the  accused.  He 
stated  that  they  were  both  tradesmen,  and  had  been 
out  of  work  for  some  considerable  time.  They  bought 
this  net  and  went  up  the  Cairn.  They  v  orked  with 
it  from  twelve  o'clock  till  about  two  in  the  morning, 
and  the  only  resvilt  of  two  hours'  work  was  fourteen 
trout.  He  thought  that  showed  they  were  very  inex- 
perienced poachers.  The  Sheriff  :  I  think  with  an 
eight-hour  day  they  would  soon  destroy  the  fishing 
of  the  river.  Mr.  Haining  went  on  to  say  that  this 
was  the  fu'st  time  they  had  been  up  on  a  charge  of 
this  kind.  They  were  not  regular  poachers,  and  he 
submitted  that  this  was  a  case  for  leniency.  Sheriff 
Campion  said  his  sympathies  did  not  go  out  much  to 
men  who  poached  like  this,  destroying  the  fishing  of 
the  Cairn  to  regular  anglers.  He  must  impose  a  fine 
that  would  put  a  stop  to  this  kind  of  thing.  Two 
povmds  or  twenty-one  days.  A  fortnight  was  allowed 
to  pav  the  fine,  and  the  net  was  forfeited. — Dumfries 
and  Galloway  Standard  (May  30). 


TRAVEL  NOTES. 

INCREASED  RAILWAY  FACILITIES  FOR 

"  WEEK  ENDERS." 
The  Saturday  to  Monday  tickets  which  were 
generally  inaugvu-ated  on  the  English  railways  in  the 
spring  of  1907  came  as  a  boon  to  scores  of  sliop 
assistants  and  others.  An  important  extension  of 
these  facilities  has  been  arranged  by  the  .Midland 
Railway  Company  in  connection  witJi  the  Wiiitsun- 
tidc  Holidays,  when  holders  of  the  Saturday  to 
Monday  tickets  will  be  able  to  return  a  day  later, 
namely,  on  Tuesday,  Juno  9. 

TO  IRELAND  BY  OCEAN  LINER. 
One  is  constantly  hearing  of  the  advantages  of 
new  routes,  the  additi(mal  speed  and  comfort  of  new 
steamers,  and  the  economy  to  be  effected  by  new 
facilities,  in  order  to  influence  the  t'nirist  to  visit 
Erin's  Isle,  but  it  has  been  left  to  the  London  and 
Sovith-Western  Railway  Company  and  tho  White 
Star  Line  to  inaugurate  the  newest,  most  pleasant, 
and  attractive  method  of  joiirneying  from  London 
to  Ireland.  This  is  a  most  delightful  trip  from 
Southampton  to  Qneonstown,  in  the  palatial  trans- 
atlantic liners  of  the  White  Star  Company.  Pas- 
sengers join  the  special  boat  express  leaving  Water- 
loo Station  every  Wednesday  morning.  Leaving 
Southampton  Docks  abo\it  noon,  the  liner  passes 
Portsmouth  and  the  Isle  of  Wight  with  tiieir  sur- 
rovmding  covmtless  attractions.  Dviring  the  Summer 
especially,  the  sheltered  expanse  of  Spithead  and 
the  Solent  teems  with  holiday  life  and  happiness. 
The  island  is  soon  left  behind  and  tho  open  sea 
gained,  although  any  additional  motion  is  scarcely 
perceptible,  thanks  to  the  immense  displacement  of 
the  vessel,  and  also  the  special  bilge  k^el  fitted  to 
all  White  Star  liners.  The  journey  across  the 
Channel  to  Cherbourg  is  fraught  with  interest,  and 
the  French  coast  town  is  reached  in  aijout  five 
hours.  At  Cherbourg  the  passengers  from  Paris 
and  all  parts  of  the  Continent  embark,  and  about 
5  p.m.  the  vessel  leaves  direct  for  Queenstown,  a 
most  fascinating  voyage  of  aljout  seventeen  hovirs, 
reaching  Queenstown  Harbour  about  10  a.m.  on 
Thursday.  The  throughout  cost  of  the  single  jovirney 
from  Waterloo  to  Queenstown  is  91s.  first  class,  and 
67s.  second  class,  including  an  excellent  table — for 
which  the  White  Star  Line  is  famous  —  and  all 
necessa'-ies.  The  appointments  of  the  steajners 
are  unsjrpassed,  and  the  luxury  and  comfort 
afforded  by  ihe  magnificent  "floating  hotels," 
together  with  the  bracing  and  invigorating 
effect  of  the  voyage,  will  doubtless  make  this 
route  to  Ireland  one  of  the  most  popular 
among  tourists  and  seekers  after  health.  Queens- 
town! is  most  convenient  as  a  starting-point  for 
touring  Ireland.  Frequent  trains  leave  for  Dublin, 
Cork,  Waterford,  and  the  principal  cities,  whilst 
circular  tours  to  the  Lakes  of  Killarney,  Bantry  Bay, 
etc.,  can  be  arranged. 

A  fSEFUL  BOOK  FOR  HOLIDAY  MAKERS. 

Those  about  to  plan  their  holidays  will  find  of 
great  assistance  the  book  just  issued  by  the  Great 
Northern  Railway,  containing  a  list  of  seaside  and 
covmtry  lodgings  available  at  holiday  resorts  con- 
nected with  the  G.N.  System.  The  book  can  be 
obtained  gratis  at  any  G.N.  Office,  or  on  receipt  of 
3d.  for  postage,  from  the  Chief  Passenger  Agent, 
King's  Cross  Station,  London,  N. 

ILLUSTRATED  HANDBOOK  TO  NORTH 
DERBYSHIRE. 

The  perfection  of  rural  scenery,  as  most  lovers  of 
Nature  know,  is  to  be  found  in  North  Derbyshire. 
"■  That  most  educational  of  all  districts  of  beautifvil 
landscape  known  to  me  "  was  the  comment  of  John 
Ruskin,  the  highest  authority  on  the  picturesque, 
when  writing  on  the  subject.  Enclosed  in  a  prettily- 
coloured  cover,  the  Midland  Railway  Company 
have  again  issued  their  illustrated  booklet  of  some 
forty-two  pages,  which  can  be  had  on  application 
of  any  of  the  Midland  Railway  Company's  station- 
masters  or  tov\ni  agents,  district  superintendents,  or 
the  Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Derby. 

HUNGARY  IN  LONDON. 
The  Earl's  Covu-t  Exhibition,  which  is  looked 
forward  to  year  by  year  as  one  of  the  standing 
beauties  of  the  metropolis,  is  this  year  marvellously 
good.  It  brings  the  manners,  customs,  products, 
industries,  etc.,  of  Hungary  before  us  in  a  liberal 
manner.  The  Queen's  Palace,  the  Ducal  Hall,  the 
Imperial  Court  are  full  of  Hungarian  industry, 
music,  and  scenes  which  delight  and  charm  the 
senses.  There  are  also  a  niunber  of  superior  side- 
shows, and  ■■  Rostock's  "  great  menagerie  fills  the 
Empress  Hall.  Some  of  the  finest  of  England's 
mihtary  bands  discoiu-se  sweet  music  afternoon  and 
evening,  while  the  brilhancy  of  the  illummations  tend 
to  make  every  visit  always  enjoyable. 
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"  pleasant 
to  use  and  clean 
as  Eau  de  Cologne.' 

PROTECTS 

from 

IVIOSQUITOE^S, 

SANDFLIES, 
MIDGES,   GNATS,  and  other 
riverside  pests. 


ITS  VALUE  has  been  PROVED 
AT  HOME  and  ABROAD. 


Pocket  Bottles,  Is.  2d. :  Larger  Sprinkler  Bot 
ties,  2/..  3/3,  5/3.    The  "Muscatol  "  Sprav 
4/9 ;  all  post  free  from  the  JIaker, 

FRANK  A.  ROGERS,  Chemist, 

327,  Oxford  Street,  London,  W. 


DOVEDALE,  Ashbourne. 


IZAAK  WALTON  HOTEL 

Family  Residential  Hotel  and  Anglers' 
Resort  for  the  Rivers  Dove  and  Manifold. 

Lovely  situation,  within  five  minutes' 
walk  of  the  Stepping  Stones,  Dovedale 
Spacious  Dining,  Drawing,  and  Private 
Eooms.  Trout  Pishing.  Golf.  Carriages. 
Table  d'Hote  (separate  tables).  Illustrated 
tarig  from  the  Proprietor,  WM.  EVANS. 


FISHING  OITLOUGH  MELVIN 

Gappison,  County  Fermanagh,  Ireland. 

Under  New  Management. 

Beautifully  situated  on  the  shore  of  Lough 
Melvin;  eight  miles  long.  Celebrated  for 
Salmon,  Gillaroo,  and  Trout  Fishing.  Lon„ 
patronized  by  the  nobility  and  gentry.  Excellent 
cuisine  :  very  comfortable.  Boats  and  experi- 
enced men  provided.  Cars  meet  trains  at 
Belleek  on  receipt  of  notice.— WM,  SAUNDEUS 
Proprietor. 


Under  Royal  Patronag^e. 

PONTOON  BRIDGE 
HOTEL. 

FOX  FORD,    CO.  MAYO. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon  and  Trout  on 
Loughs  Conn  and  CuUen.  Best  Salmon 
cast  in  Ireland — runs  alongside  Hotel 
Excellent  cuisine ;  first-class  accommo- 
dation. Terms — Bed  and  Board,  .£2  2s 
per  week.  5s.  per  day  for  Boat  and  INIen 
P.  J.  COGHLAN. 


ULLAPOOL,  ROSS-SHIRE. 


CALEDONIAN  HOTEL. 

Good  Salmon,  Grilse  and  Sea  Trout  Fisliing 
on  river  and  large  loch  (both  sides  of  the  river 
and  whole  loch),  during  .June  and  July  only. 
Also  splendid  Brown  and  Rainbow  Trout  on  ten 
lochs  and  two  streams  the  whole  season  ;  Boa^s 
on  all  the  lochs.  .Sea  Fishing,  Boating,  Buthiiig, 
Yachting,  Shore  and  Lsland  Shcjotiug,  Golf, 
Tennis,  &c.  Officially  appointed  by  the  Scottish 
Automoljile  Club,  C.T.C.,  and  B.S.A.S.  Head- 
quarters. Motor  Giirage,  Posting,  &c.  Tele- 
grams :  "  Caledonian,  Ullapool." 

GEO.  MORPvISON,  Proprietor 

DUNDOMELL  HOTEL 

ULLAPOOL,  ROSS-SHIRE. 

Comfortable  Family  Hotel,  situated  at 
the  head  of  Little  Loch  Broom,  amidat 
some  of  the  most  beautiful  scenery  in  the 
Highlands. 

SPLENDID   SEA  FISHING 
AND  BOATING. 

Visitors  to  this  Hotel  have  the  right 
of  Trout  Fishing  in  five  lochs,  and  are 
taken  to  those  lochs  at  a  merely  nominal 
charge. 

JOHN  UBQUHAKT,  Proprietor. 


WHITSUN  HOLIDAYS. 


WHERE   TO  GO. 


WEYMOUTH 

A  Seaside  Resort  which  has 
never  been  surpassed  for  Bath- 
ing, Boating,  Golfing,  and 
Amusements. 


EXCELLENT  FISHING 


Concerts  daily  by  Viennese 
Orchestra,  Military  and  Naval 
Bands. 


Send  postcard  to  Town  Clerk  fo 
Illustrated  Guide. 


LOCH  ERiCHT  HOTEL 

Dalwhinnie,  Inverness-shire. 

This  commodious  Hotel  now  open  to 
visitors.  Rebuilt  and  newly  furnished 
Excellent  fishing  on  loch  and  river 
Golf,  tennis,  garage,  petrol,  posting, 
boats  free.  Telegrams :  Adams,  Dal- 
whinnie. 

GEORGE  ADAMS,  Proprietor, 
late  48,  Jeemyn  Street,  London. 


LOUGH  MASK 

The  best  Trout  Lake  in 
the  United  Kingdom  for 
Free  Fishing. 

VALKENBURG'S  HOTEL 

BALUNROBE, 

is  the  nearest  Hotel  to  the  best  part  of 
the  lake.  It  is  clean,  comfortable,  and 
up-to-date.    Terms  moderate. 

JOHN  VALKENBURG,  Proprietor 


FISHING. 


GOLF. 


UDNY  ARMS  HOTEL 

Newburgh,  Aberdeenshire. 

Vniler  Distitii/iiixheil  J'titroiutt/c, 

Thismucli-frequented  and  comfortably-furnished 
Hotel  is  near  the  estuary  of  the  Ythan,  so  miicl 
famed  as  a  Sea  Trout  River,  and  one  of  the  best 
olf  Courses  in  the  country.  Air  pure  and 
bracing.  Sanitation  periect.  Tariff  moderate 
Accommodation  limited.  Early  application  for 
Rooms  essential.  Further  particulars  from 
Proprietor.  Tetfgrams:  "Ritchie,  Newburgh 
Aberdeen." 

Extract  from  Visitors'  Book. 
'  The  Sea  Trout  Fishing  here  from  the  bank  is 
as  good  as  any  I  have  ever  met  with  in  Norway, 
"reland,  or  elsewhere." 


THE  RAILWAY  COMMERCIAL 
and  FAMILY  HOTEL 

BALLINROBE. 

This  Hotel  has  been  fitted  up  on  the  latest  and 
most  modern  systen),  aiul  is  complete  in  all 
details  for  the  comfort  of  Visitors.  Within  two 
minutes' walk  from  Railway  Station.  Hot  and 
Cold  Baths.  Sanitary  Arrangements  complete 
Being  in  the  midst  of  a  fine  Fishing  district- 
Lough  Carra  and  Lough  Mask — the  owner  having 
own  boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  Fishermen 
Tourists,  &c.    Cars  attend  every  Train. 

 M.  T.  STANNERS,  Proprietress. 


WHICHFORD  MILL, 

Shipston-on-Stour,  Warwickshire. 

Clld-fashioned  Farmliouse  (dated  1711),  Board  residence, 
30s.  weekly.  Trout  Fishing,  2s,  ed.  daily,  :10s, 
weekly.  .Shootinn,  liOO  acres.  Easy  drive  to  Shake8i>eiire'» 
Country  and  many  iimre  i.la.  cs  nf  interest.  (irand 
scenery.  Kaihva.v  Si:' hnn,  I[.„ik  \Miton,  \'ia  Bimlni 
Teleiiraphic  .\.ddrc.vs  (  ,„,k.  Kt  iih  s.  The  Fisliinj^  la 
in  the  Mill  StreauL,  i  ;i  l.,,ui  ,,i  mil,.  :,linvH  the  house, 
anil  over  a  mile  IicIuh  .  'flic  water  is  small,  lait  there 
re  jileuty  of  (ish.  Worms,  minnows,  Sc.,  are  allowed  on 
some  ijarts,  as  all  is  not  suitable  for  fly  fishinc 

Apply,  K.  B.  COOK, 


ROACH.      BREAM.  PERCH. 

COOD  FREE  FISHING 

THE  BEST  THREE  MILES  ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommodation.  Punts,  Baits, 
&c.,  always  ready.  Reasonable  oharges. 
Home  Comforts.    Wire  or  write, 

SCARD,  HOLYWELL  FERRY,  HUNTS. 


TO  DRY   FLY  FISHBRS. 


MUCILIN 

(KEGISTKREU). 

The  Finest  Preparation  for  making  lines 
and  flies  to  float.   Solid  for  lines,  liquid 
for  flies.  Clean  and  easy  to  use. 

Will  not  injure  the  most  delicate  fibre  of 
Cotton,  Flax,  Silk,  or  Wool  ;  neither  oil  nor 
varnisli  line  prootings.  Finest  preparation  for 
dressing  pure  silk  lines  for  live  baiting  or  trolling. 

Sent  out  in  Tins  and  Bottles,  1/-  each. 

state  whtii  ordering  whether  Solid  or  Liquid. 

THOS.  ASPINALL 

(INVENTOll  AN1»  SOLK  M.\KEk), 

Analytical  and  Manufacturing  Chemist, 
Carlton  Street  Chemical  Works,  BOLTON. 


SALMON  FISHING 

ON  THE 

UPPER  BLACKBALL  WATER, 
DEE,  Aberdeenshire, 

TO    BE  LET 

For  August,  September,  and  October. — 
Ap])ly  to  D.  Smith,'  Foughside  Inn 
Banchory,  Aberdeen. 


IRELAND- 
LOUGH  ARROW. 

For  particulars  re  fisliing,  and  com 
fortable  accommodation  100  yards 
from  lake,  apply  Georgi?  Acheso 
Arrow  Lodge,  Boyle. 


FISHING 

IN  PULBOROUGH  DISTRICT. 

Five  miles  of  private  water  on  the  Arun 
Limited  number  of  tickets,  10/-  the 
season,  3/6  a  week. — Write,  Stopham 
Estate  Office,  Pulborouoh. 


FISHING  RIGHTS 


RIVER  BLACKWATER. 

Three-quarter  mile  in  length,  within 
three-quarter  mile  of  Braintrce  Station 
£5. — J.  G.  Vaizey,  Bradfords,  Brain- 
tree,  Essex. 


COTTAGE   TO  LET 

Fof  Fishing  Season 
On  Banks  of  River  Ouse. 

Three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  Tempsford 
Station,  G.  N.  Eailway. — Apply  A.  .E 
Stockeb,  Tempsford,  Sandy. 


Birmingham  Corporation 
Waterworl(s, 

ELAN  VALLEY,  near  RHAYADER,  RADNORSHIRE 


5 
0 
10 
2 


During  the  present  fishing  season  the 
fishing  in  the  reservoirs,  streams,  and 
lakes,  the  property  of  the  Corporation, 
in  the  Elan  Valley,  is  open  to  subscribers 
on  the  following  terms — 
Season  Tickets    ...  £5 
Monthly  Tickets...  £2 
Weekly  Tickets  ... 
Day  Tickets 
The  Corporation  have  three  bungalows 
to  let  on  the  banks  of  the  Reservoirs  for 
the  Season.    Particulars  of  these,  also 
copies  of  Rules,  Regulatioiis,  and  any 
other  information  may  be  obtained  from 
Mb.  John  Jones,  Estatp  Agent, 

Penralloy,  Rhayader, 
or  from 

Mn.  E.  Antony  Lees,  Secretary, 
Water  Department, 

44,  Broad  Street,  Birmingham. 


Cast  yonr  Eye  on  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES, 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FUES  HAVE  GAINED  A 

WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  maguiflcence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powers 

—having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle, 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 


WHITE  BROTHERS, 

Fishing  Taeltle  Manufaetureps, 
OMAGH,  IRELAND, 


FRESH  KILLEDJROUL 

TWO=YEAR-OLD  TROUT 

from  IVo.  to  Jib.  weight.  Guaranteed 
cockle  fed,  giving  a  delicious  flavour. 
Any  quantity  forwarded  at  short  notice. 
Price  1/6  per  lb.  — The  Andbbton 
Hall  Fishbey,  Horwich,  Lanes. 


H.  JOHNSON,  Gut  Merchant. 

Send  1/-  for  3  SAMPLE  CASTS,  3  yards  each, 
tapered,  tine,  medium,  and  strong,  and  see 
Quality. 

BEST  SELECTED  DRAWN  GUT,  3.  4,  and  6x, 
n^oi^  ;  15  in.,  3/- ;  18  in.,  4/-  per  100. 

BEST  UNDRAWN  GUT,  2x,  fine,  16  in.,  2/6- 

18  in.,  3/- ;  20  in.,  3/6  per  100. 
GUT    CASTS,    FIRST    OUALITY.  1  yard,  t/4: 

2  yards,  2/6  ;  3  yards,  3/6  per  doz. 
BEST    SOLID    PLAITED    ROACH    LINES,  per 

100  yards,  1/6;  BARBEL,  2/-;  PIKE.  3/6. 
BEST    NOTTINGHAM    LOBS    AND    BAG,  3/4 

per  1,000.  THE  TRADE  SUPPLIED. 

155,  Waterway  Street,  Nottingham. 


FISHINO  ROD 
TXMBER. 

Greenheart,  Hickory,  Ash,  and  Lance- 
wood,  specially  selected  by  Experts, 
supplied  in  logs,  planks  and  squares. 
WHOLESALE  ONLY. 

JOSEPH  OWEN  &  SONS,  Ltd., 

Timber  Merchants.  LIVERPOOL. 


<iJ^v>!T3ook 


^^^^B  by  cJ.cJ.HAROy 

■^■■{L    HOW  TO  BE  5UCCE55FUL 

Post  free  \  HOW  TO  FLIE5. 

n  ^  f    \  HOWTOUJE  THEM  / 


Pears' 


Economy  is  a  watchword 
of  the  thrifty. 

That^s  one  reason  so 
many  prosperous  people 
use  Pears'  Soap.  Theres 
no  waste  about  it.  It  wears 
out,  of  course. 


On  sale  everywhere. 
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AN  OLD  ANGLER'S  TRUE  FAIRY  TALE 
.-^BUT  MOSTLY  ABOUT  BASS. 


Mr.  a.  W.  Parker,  an  old  angler,  read  a  paper  to 
the  members  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  on 
Wednesday,  May  27—"  A  True  Fairy  Tale." 

It  was  charmingly  unpretentious  and  a  faithful  and 
true  recital  of  one  of  the  experiences  that  really  force 
the  sea  angler  to  observe  lovingly  and  to  remember 
the  manifestations  of  Nature  so  frequently 
revealed  to  him.  When  satiated  with  the  study  of 
dry  science  and  the  polemics  of  sport,  these  quiet 
little  word-pictures  are  beloved  by  fishermen. 

He  only  went  down,  years  ago,  to  fish  at  Sheerness, 
most  unromantic  of  spots ;  but  on  a  quiet,  warm 
night  in  summer  (and  how  vivid  his  recollection  was 
none  but  the  observant  listener  who  watched  him 
could  realise)  the  glories  of  phosphorescent  nature 
were  revealed.  They  were  described  by  Mr.  Parker 
is  such  simple,  heartfelt  manner  that  even  men 
who  had  often  witnessed  the  phenomenon  loved  the 
recital,  and  warmed  to  it. 

Under  the  shade  of  the  old  Dockyard  pier, 
formed  by  landing  what  once  was  H.M.S.  the 
old  "  Comwallis ' '  upon  a  bed  of  stone  and 
cement,  and  sjrrounding  her  with  piles, 
he  caught  bass,  and  as  darkness  came  on  flames  of 
fire  flashed  from  every  pile  and  from  every  ripple  of 
water,  spreading  in  long  lines  from  every  obstacle. 
The  very  fish  when  hooked,  in  its  mad  rushes  for 
liberty,  became  fiery  flames  under  water.  One  of 
the  crew  of  the  Dockyard  tug  moored  alongside, 
with  his  trident  spearing  them,  evolved  fresh 
beauties.  Hour  after  hour  passed,  indeed,  in  a  true 
fairyland. 

But,  lovingly  as  he  watched  the  beauty  of  the 
scene,  sport  must  not  be  neglected.  The  old  hull 
was,  indeed,  a  perfect  point  of  vantage  for  the 
predatory  bass.  Quoting  Ovid  and  Oppian  its  wily 
mode  of  escape  was  described — 

"  In  like  extremity  the  greedy  toils. 
With  arts  more  exquisite  the  Bass  begvules, 
Low  he  descends  when  powerful  fear  commands, 
And  scoops  with  labouring  fins  the  furrow'd 
sands. 

Lodged  in  that  cave,  expected  fate  derides, 
While  o'er  his  back  his  leaded  footrope  slides." 

And  Mr.  Parker  found  it  so.  At  finish  he  had 
601b.  of  bass  in  the  boat  ;  one  of  121b.,  very 
properly  sent  up  to  the  Dockyard  Authority,  and 
another  of  8|lb.  to  his  Society  in  proof  of  prowess  ; 
and  of  Labrax  morone,  to  use  the  new  Kensington 
nomenclature,  he  became  enamoured,  and  from 
June  to  September,  in  shallow  water  and  among 
piles,  has  oft  renewed  his  acquaintance.  Bass  feed 
at  all  depths,  deeper  in  daylightf  and  in  clear  water, 
but  on  the  surface  at  night.  Light  lines,  light 
leads,  and  a  fly  rod  with  a  spinning  top,  fairly  fine 
braces,  and  a  medium-sized  pollack  hook,  suited 
them  best — ^one  hook  only;  the  true  sportsman 
wanted  no  more. 

The  bass  much  resembles  a  slender  perch ;  it  is 
indeed  a  sea-perch,  of  the  genus  Serranus.  Its  teeth 
are  not  big  ones,  fitted  to  seize  its  prey,  and  though 
it  was  christened  "  Lapus,"  it  sucks  its  food,  ex- 
tracting the  sandy  particles  and  swallowing  the 
remainder.  In  quiet  waters  they  hide  till  they  see 
their  prey,  then  dart  out,  seize  it,  and  return  to 
their  lair. 

The  play  when  hooked  is  the  antithesis  of  that  of 
the  cod.  Persuasion  is  needed  to  make  them  Ciuit 
their  lair  as  with  the  cod,  the  bottom;  but,  unlike 
the  cod,  they  tire  themselves  with  violent  rushes, 
and  the  sportsman  must  keep  them  indeed  w^U  in 
hand  to  guide  them  to  the  landing-net. 

In  the  discussion  that  followed  the  reading  of  the 
paper,  bass  fishers  present  failed  to  recognise  their 
old  friend,  but  it  was  soon  made  clear  that  the  habit 
of  the  sea-bass  at  sea  was  not  quite  that  of 
the  pile-hanging  bass.  And  there  arose  useful 
talk  as  to  the  probability  of  individualism 
even  in  fish.  It  was  argued  that  adaptability 
to  environment  should  not  be  denied  to  them.  It 
became  clear  that  the  roving  sea-bas  as  he  became 
old  and  lazy  frequented  places  where,  with  his  ac- 
quired wisdom,  food  was  obtainable  with  less  effort. 
All  the  authorities  present  agreed  that,  from  their 
experience,  the  old  fish  became  a  lazy  reprobate, 
lost  his  taste  as  a  gourmet,  and  became  a  veritable 
gourmand,  feeding  by  preference  upon  mere 
garbage,  losing  the  taste  of  his  youth  for  the  sweet 
open-sea  food,  and  literally  haimting  pigstyes. 
AJas  !  and  they  were  the  big  ones.  , 

Then  sea  anglers  present  declared  that  the  biggest 
fish  were  not  necessarily  the  best  ones,  and  senility 
in  fish  was  recognised,  but  it  was  jocularly  stated 
that  no  sea  angler  ever  became  senile. 

Why  should  the  individuals — a  particular  kind — 
be  all  alike  ?  was  asked.  Human  beings  certainly 
were  not,  and  our  "  Father,  the  Fish "  most 
certainly  is  not.  H.  P. 


ANSWEES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

W.  Woods  and  Sons. — The  address  is  : — ■"  G. 
Holland  and  Sons,  3,  Canbury  Gardens,  Kingston- 
on-Thames." 


Xetters  to  the  lEbitor, 

LWe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  SCIENTIFIC 

ANGLING  CLUBS. 
Dear  Sir, — It  seems  you  are  contemplating  the 
formation  of  a  club  and  engaging  in  tournament- 
casting — presumably  both  fly  and  bait  eastmg — 
and  I  gather  that  it  is  concerning  the  latter  you 
desire  information.  A  full  and  exhaustive  discourse 
on  this  subject  would  fill  a  book,  but  I  will  do  my 
best  to  advise  you  along  lines  suggested  by  Mr. 
Pfliieger. 

I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  National  Constitution 
rules,  regulations,  and  events,  and  also  booklet  of 
an  individual  club.  These  two  will  give  you  a  fair 
idea  of  the  local  and  national  organisations. 

In  bait-casting  a  free-running  quadruple  multi- 
plying reel  is  used,  generally  of  German  silver,  and 
of  the  highest  grade,  jewelled  in  many  instances. 
They  are  of  sizes  commonly  known  as  No.  2  and 
No.  3,  the  No.  2  (small  size)  being  preferred  in 
Joz.  accuracy  and  distance-casting  with  |oz.  weight. 
The  No.  3  prevails  for  ^oz.  accuracy.  There  are,  of 
course,  radical  exceptions  to  these  conditions,  but 
these  largely  prevail. 

Rods  are  almost  invariably  of  split-bamboo, 
from  4ft.  to  6ft.  6in.  long,  most  of  them  ranging 
from  5ft.  6in.  to  6ft.  They  weigh  from  SJoz.  to 
6|-oz.  For  Joz.  accuracy  they  should  be  somewhat 
willowy,  but  with  considerable  soring.  For  Joz. 
accuracy  somewhat  stiffer,  and  very  snappy.  There 
is  considerable  difference  of  opinion  for  distance 
rods,  some  preferring  springy  rods  and  others  stiff 
ones,  but  these  distance  rods  should  always  have 
that  particular  quality  we  call  power.  A  low- 
grade  split-bamboo  is  valueless.  A  high-grade 
split-bamboo  is  vmequalled  for  bait-casting  work 
by  any  other  material  yet  discovered. 

Surgeons'  silk  is  used  for  lines,  as  fine  as  obtain- 
able (about  a  three-fibre  braid)  for  distance  and  for 
Joz.  ;  a  little  heavier  for  ^oz.  Sometimes  a  speci- 
ally prepared  tournament  casting  line  heavier  than 
surgeons'  silk  is  used  for  ^oz.  accuracy.  These 
lines  should  all  be  of  undressed  silk,  as  round  and 
hard  a  braid  as  possible,  and  at  the  same  time 
should  be  very  flexible,  with  no  stiffness  whatsoever. 
The  surgeons'  silk  casts  with  less  liability  to  back- 
lash than  ordinary  lines,  but  is  delicate  and  subject 
to  frequent  breaks.  These  breaks  can  be  knotted, 
as  a  small  well-tied  knot  does  not  interfere  with  the 
cast. 

The  official  casting  weights  are  made  of  alumi- 
nium, somewhat  pear-shaped,  but  with  an  elongated 
neck,  as  per  enclosed  sketch,  which  illustrates  the 
Joz.  The  Joz.  is  the  same,  only  ^mailer.  Strictly 
overhead  or  pei-pendicular  casting  is  found  to  be 
the  very  best  method,  modified  slightly  in  some 
instances  in  the  distance  casting,  some  casters 
in  this  event  bringing  the  rod  forward  a  little  to 
the  right  of  perpendicular.  The  reel  should  always 
be  held  in  a  position  at  right  angles  with  the 
plane  of  the  cast  and  toward  the  caster. 
This  places  the  entire  thrust  of  the  hand  in 
the  fingers,  only  leaving  the  thumb  free  to  do 
the  delicate  thumbing  of  the  spo6l  necessary  in 
this  casting,  and  without  other  work  to  do.  The 
hand-grasp  is  held  in  the  palm  of  the  hand  by  the 
fingers  only,  and  the  push  and  thrust  exerted 
mainly  at  the  base  of  the  index  finger.  This  is  but 
a  mere  "  touching  upon  "  concerning  the  intricacies 
and  delicacies  of  bait-casting,  but  may  be  of  great 
value  to  you. 

We  are  finding  an  immense  growth  of  interest  in 
tournament  fly  and  bait  casting.  TWe  National 
Association  embraces  fourteen  clubs,  extending 
from  New  York  to  San  Francisco,  with  an  aggregate 
membership  of  over  2200.  Four  years  ago  there 
were  but  three  tournament  clubs  in  existence. 
There  are  a  few  other  clubs  newly  forming.  a.nd 
indications  point  to  a  continuation  of  this  condition 
as  the  fraternity  becomes  more  and  more  educated 
concerning  the  enjoyment  of  the  sport. 

We.  are  making  every  effort  to  keep  the  sport 
free  from  commercialism,  selfishness,  or  unsports- 
manlike greed  for  prizes,  and  will  maintain  it  as 
strictly  a  gentleman's  sport,  from  which  the  con- 
dition'of  personal  gain  or  commercial  supremacy  will 
be  eliminated  entirely.  Nothmg  but  sport  for  love 
of  the  sport  in  a  sportsmanlike  manner.  We  have 
no  room  for  those  wlio  engage  in  the  sport  simply 
to  increase  their  financial  returns. 

It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  our  brothers  across  the 
pond,  lovers  of  out-door  sports  as  we  are,  and  close 


kindred  through  blood  and  language,  will  soon  find 
this  sport  of  tournament-casting  as  fascinating  as 
wo  do,  and  that  numerous  clubs  will  be  formed  in 
Great  Britain.  It  is  also  fondly  hoped  that  some 
day  a  genuine  international  to\imament  may  be 
held  with  a  generous  representation  from  each  side 
of  the  Atlantic. 

With  very  kindest  regards,  and  trusting  I  may 
hear  from  you  at  an  early  date  concerning  the 
conditions  in  ingland,  and  with  assurances  of  my 
continued  willingness  to  bo  of  service  at  any  time, 
I  remain — Yours  fraternally  and  for  true  sports- 
manship, H.  Wheeler  Perc;e, 

Chicago,  May  6,  1908.  President. 

FLIES   AND  IMITATION. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Hoarder,  I  see,  in  the  issue  of 
May  23,  says  Mr.  Collier  was  the  inventor  of  the 
Pheasant  Tail  fly.  I  disputed  it  when  he  re- 
introduced it  some  time  ago,  and  I  ))elieve  Mr. 
Hoarder  wrote  and  himself  claimed  a  knowledge, 
although  he  was  not  the  person  Mr.  Colher  named 
in  Plymouth. 

I  claim  having  a  pattern  of  Pheasant  Tail  fly. 
made  in  the  fifties,  given  to  me  by  a  Mr.  Uratis 
law,  and  made  by  a  Mr.  Syres,  of  Exeter.  jNlr. 
Hoarder  also  says  Mr.  Collier  refers  to  him  for  the 
correct  colours.  I  assure  the  gentleman  that  it 
was  mentioned  in  your  columns  that  the  proper 
hackle  was  brassy-blue,  and  I  am  able  to  prove 
that  Mr.  Collier  could  not  get  the  correct  pattern  at 
Plymouth,  and  kindly  made  refei-ence  to  me.  I  do 
not  want  popularity,  but  let  us  give  tbe  (•orrect 
fly.  I  have  an  old  fly  tied  as  Mr.  Collier  said, 
and  still  have  the  proper  colour.  If  Mr.  Hoarder 
can  produce  birds  alive,  of  the  proper  colour,  I  will 
bow  to  Mr.  Collier's  decision.  Mr.  Collier  wrote  me 
as  being  the  only  possessor  of  the  proper  materials 
and  colour  in  Devonshire,  as  a  fly-tier,  for  the  fly. 
Mr.  Hoarder,  I  fear,  has  no  stock  of  poultry  to  bo 
able  to  resort  to,  and  should  not  claim  what  is  not  in 
his  power  to  produce.  I  may  also  add,  I  have  no 
birds  now  for  sale.  I  once  freely  offered  eggs,  but 
found  that  any  factory-tied  flies  would  suit,  so  I 
breed  only  now  for  my  many  friends — and  many  in 
Plymouth. — Yours  truly,  J  AS.  Rowe. 

Barnstaple. 

SEA-TROUT  FISHING  IN  SCOTLAND. 
Dear  Sir, — I  intend  visiting  Scotland  this  season, 
and  shall  be  glad  if  any  readers  can  help  me  as 
regards  the  best  place  to  go  for  sea-trout,  and  the 
time  of  year  most  suitable  for  this  branch  of  sport. — 
Yours  truly,  F.  1.  P. 

HOLIDAYS   IN  ORKNEY. 

Dear  Sir,^ — For  the  benefit  of  your  readers  who 
may  be  thinking  of  taking  a  trip  to  Orkney  this 
summer,  I  would  hke  to  direct  their  attention  to 
the  village  of  Finstown,  wliich  is  situated  midway 
between  Kirkwall  and  Stromness.  To  an  angler 
this  village,  especially  in  the  baekend,  is  an  ideal 
spot,  and  though  the  accommodation  is  limited, 
ample  room  may  be  had  from  Mrs.  Corrigall  for  a 
party  of  from  two  to  four.  Last  summer  I  stayed 
there,  and  found  Mrs.  Corrigall's  apartments  most 
comfortable.  The  lady  herself  was  most  attentive, 
her  cooking  excellent,  and  her  charges  very  moderate. 
Her  address  is  Finstown  Firth,  Orkney,  and  anyone 
who  cares  to  commimicate  with  her  will  got  any 
information  he  may  desire. 

In  Finstown  Bay  splendid  sea-trout  fishing  and 
seal-shooting  is  to  be  obtained  from  the  end  of 
August  (I  was  getting  sea-trout  last  year  in  July), 
while  at  the  Stennes  Loch,  about  three  miles  distant, 
equally  good  yellow-trout  fishing  niay  be  obtained. 
Fishing  is  free,  and  boats  may  be  had  for  a  very 
reasonable  figure.  A  motor  'bus  runs  twice  daily 
from  Kirkwall  through  the  village  to  Stromness, 
and  golfers  can  be  conveyed  to  the  latter  place, 
where  there  is  an  excellent  golf  course,  by  means  of 
the  'bus.— Yours  truly,  A  Visitor. 

PISHING   AT  ULLSWATER. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  extremely  obliged  if  you 
could  give  me  any  information  as  to  the  fishing  to 
be  obtained  from  Howtown,  UUswater.  To  wliom 
should  I  apply  either  as  regards  the  lake  itself  or 
the  streams  near  ?  Any  information  you  can  give 
me  oh  the  subject  will  be  most  gratefully  received. 
I  may  say  that  I  hope  to  go  m  July.  I  have  rend 
your 'most  interesting  paper  for  some  years  now 
with  the  keenest  enjoyment. — Yours  truly, 

J.  Sw.\TSON. 

A  FISH-HATCHERY  QUERY. 
Dear  Sir, — We  have  here  a  pond,  and  should  like 
to  know  if  it  will  be  possible  to  stock  it  with  fish 
for  breeding  purposes.  The  pond  is  about  6(ift. 
square,  from  5ft.  to  Oft.  deep,  cemented  bottom 
and  sides.    Tho  water  is  continually  running  in 
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and  ovit  at  the  rate  of  about  5000  gallons  a  day  ; 
this  does  not  affect  the  deptli  of  water.  This  pond 
is  cleaned  out  every  year,  OM'ing  to  a  large  amount 
of  dead  leaves  falling  into  it  every  autumn.  We 
put  about  a  dozen  small  roacli  in  it  last  September, 
and  found  they  were  all  alive.  Of  course,  there  are 
no  weeds  growing,  but  any  number  of  flies,  tadpoles, 
beetles,  etc.,  get  into  it.  Will  you  kindly  tell  me, 
through  your  valuable  paper,  if  it  is  suitable  for  a 
fish-hatchery,  and  if  not  how  I  covild  make  it  satis- 
factory, and  what  fish  would  suit  it  best  ?  I  should 
like  to  say  that  the  cement  must  not  be  broken 
away. — Yours  trvdy,  Hopeful. 
Dunstable. 

[You  shoiild  get  a  practical  fish-breeder  to  see  the 
place  and  advise  yovi — it  may  save  yovi  a  heavy  loss. 
—Ed.] 


FISHING   COMPANION  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — If  any  of  your  readers  think  of  having 
a  holiday  the  middle  of  July  for  a  fortnight's  fishing, 
I  shoidd  be  very  pleased  to  find  a  companion  and 
share  expenses  for  ledger  and  bottom  fisliing,  for 
barbel  preferably,  in  a  district  not  too  much  crowded 
by  boating. 

As  it  is  now  thirty-seven  years  since  I  was  first 
secretary  to  the  Rother  Fishery  Association,  I  should 
prefer  to  go  somewhere  where  the  "  diggings  "  were 
not  too  far  from  the  water. 

I  can  have  plenty  of  good  fishing  in  the  Rother, 
but  I  want  to  go  right  away  for  a  change.  Am 
not  at  all  particular  where,  if  some  good  fishing  can 
be  had  with  a  genial  companion. — Yours  truly, 

Thomas  Daws. 

Soggs  Hovise,  Ewhurst.  Hawkhurst. 

SEA-FISHING  IN  IRELAND  IN  JULY. 

De.ar  Sir, — I  purpose  going  to  the  west  of  Ireland 
in  July  for  deep-sea  fishing,  and  would  feel  obliged 
if  any  of  your  readers  would  let  me  know  best  bait 
to  use  for  flatfish,  also  mackerel  and  gm-net.  I 
have  fished  same  place  last  Augiist  with  ordinary 
spinner  for  mackerel.  I  may  add  that  I  purpose 
fishing  from  a  sailing-boat  in  deep  water. — Yours 
truly,  Crickkter. 

RESTOCKING   A  LAKE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  asked,  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
May  2,  for  information  concerning  the  restocking 
of  a  lake,  and  I  beg  now  to  express  my  gratitude  to 
you  for  the  help  you  gave.  It  seems  to  be  the 
general  opinion  that  two-year-olds  would  stand  the 
best  chance  of  success.  1  have  now  to  ask  if  you 
would  tell  me  the  relative  merits  of  rainbow  and 
brown  trout.  Do  the  former  grow  quicker,  and  do 
they  continue  rising  as  freely  as  brown  trout  after 
they  have  attained  some  size  ?  I  have  been  told 
that  rainbow  would  do  well  in  a  deep,  cool,  land- 
locked lake,  such  as  mine.  If  this  is  the  case,  I 
think  I  shall  be  tempted  to  make  an  experiment 
with  some  rainbow  two-year-olds.  Again  thanking 
you,  I  remain — Yours  truly,  D.  B. 


UNDYED   HOMESPUN  CLOTH. 

Dear  Sir, — If  your  correspnjidont  "  Homespun  ' 
will  forwai'd  me  his  addn  ss.  1  w  ill  send  liiiii  cuttings 
of  material  such  as  lie  iiniuiri  s  for.  It  is  spun  anil 
hand-woven  here,  and  1  liiid  it  excellent  for  a 
sporting  suit. — Yours  tridy.       Brown  Turkey, 

Thornwood,  Stair  Park,  fjirvan.  N.B. 


CHESHIRE  TROUT-FISHING. 
Dear  Sir, — Your  contributor,  "  Fortuna  Sequa- 
tur,"  gives  a  fairly  accurate  account  of  the  Langley 
Reservoirs  in  the  Fi.ihing  (Uizctlr  of  May  23,  and, 
doubtless,  with  the  intention  (jf  affording  informa- 
tion to  anglers  wlio  may  not  bo  acquainted  with 
them.  Lest,  how('\-er,  some  of  yiuu-  too  sanguine 
readers  may  infer  that  Langley  is  a  kind  of  angler's 
paradisi'.  may  I  add  a  few  particulars  concerning 
the  rcs(u-voirs.  Th(?  larg(>st  reservoir  may  or  may 
not  be  the  Ijest,  Ijnt  it  is  tlie  one  that  the  fly-fisher 
woidd.  after  inspe<-ticin.  j)i-ofor  to  practise  on.  Now 
at  tlio  end  of  1900,  the  Waterworks  Committee, 
rocc)gnising  tliat  the  old  stock  of  trout  had  become 
numerically  small,  stocked  this  reservoir  with  one 
thousand  two-year-old  trout,  anil  elosed  the  fishing 
for  season  of  1907.  On  April  1  of  tlie  present  season 
the  fishing  opened,  and  forty-nine  anglers  fished  the 
place,  and.  with  very  few  exceptions,  all  got  some 
sizeable  fish.  In  a  fair  luiinber  <>i  cases  the  limit 
of  six  brace  was  obtained,  and  during  the  lirst  few 
weeks  the  reservoir  was  most  heavily  fished,  so 
much  so  that  the  keeper,  who  maintains  a  watchful 
eye  on  the  angling,  asserted  that  some  eight  hundred 
trout  were  taken  during  that  period.  This  estimate, 
I  have  no  doubt,  is  a  quite  reliable  one.  I  know, 
from  my  own  experience,  and  that  of  many  other 
anglers  with  whom  I  compared  notes,  that  by  far 
the  greater  part  of  these  trout  were  the  new  stock 
of  fish,  consisting  of  Loch  Levens  with  a  sprinkling 


of  rainbows,  and  a  still  smaller  number  of  the  old 
brown  Langley  trout.  Is  it  any  wonder,  then,  that 
since  then  the  fishing  has  "  fallen  off  "  ?  Why,  Sir, 
it  may  be  safely  assumed  that  the  new  stock  of  fish 
has  been  almost  annihilated,  thus  leaving  tile  water 
in  a  similar  condition  to  that  of  two  years  since. 

I  venture  to  express  the  opinion  that  Langley,  as 
it  is  to-day,  is  no  place  for  a  novice  in  fly-fishing. 
An  export  fly-fisher,  if  favoured  with  a  suitable 
breeze  and  cloud,  etc.,  may  be  able  to  pick  up  a 
brace  or  two  of  sizeable  fish  ;  but,  as  a  general 
rule,  during  June,  July,  and  August,  the  Langley 
trout  have  a  disreputable  habit  of  only  showing  up 
at  twilight,  when  the  visiting  angler  is  on  his  way 
to  catch  the  last  train  home  from  Macclesfield. 
There  is  during  a  week  or  two  in  June  an  uncertain 
rise  of  the  "  Drake."  but  dm-ing  my  own  expei  ience 
of  five  or  six  seasons  there,  the  May  Fly  has  not 
been  plentiful  or  regular,  even  on  the  lower  pool, 
which,  I  am  told,  used  to  be  famous  for  it  ;  and  on 
some  days  during  the  May  Fly  season  I  have 
scarcely  seen  a  single  specimen.  I  have  frequently 
fished  a  whole  day  without  taking  a  decent-sized 
fish  before  svmdown,  and  then  made  a  fair  basket 
before  it  became  too  dark  to  manage  the  flies,  and 
I  therefore  recommend  anyone  who  may  be  able  to 
do  so  to  stay  the  night  at  Langley,  if  coming  from 
a  distance. 

It  almost  seems  a  pity  that  artificially-reared 
trout  should  be  so  easily  caught.  On  the  opening 
day  at  Langley  the  way  the  trout  took  everything 
that  was  offered  them  was  a  caution,  and  1  have 
known  just  the  same  thing  take  place  at  other 
waters.  It  scarcely  seems  fair  to  the  fish  to  preserve 
them  from  harm  from  infancy  to  maturity  and  to 
accustom  them  to  take  food  without  risks,  and  then, 
without  warning  or  notice,  to  betray  thorn  with 
all  manner  of  flies,  grubs,  and  worms.  Is  there  no 
remedy  for  this  ? — Yours  truly, 

Lancashire  Lad. 


TROUT-FISHING   IN   FRANCE  AND 
GERMANY. 

Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  "  Pater.  "  I  think  the 
Hotel  Mctropole,  Langenschwalbacli.  near  Wies- 
baden, Germany,  might  suit.  I  do  not  know  if  there 
is  golf,  but  they  talked  of  making  links  some  few 
years  ago,  but  there  is  good  teimis,  with  tourna- 
ments, etc.  There  is  about  ten  miles  of  trout 
stream  {the  Aar),  belonging  to  Herr  Herbster,  the 
landlord,  who  allows  his  guests  to  fish,  and  many 
a  good  bag  I  have  had  there.  Being  in  the  Tamrus 
mountains,  it  possesses  good  air  as  it  is  about  1000 
feet  above  sea  level,  and  in  very  pretty  country. 
Go  to  Wiesbaden  and  take  train  on  in  one  hour  to 
Langenschwalbacli.  Or  how  winild  Diekirch,  in 
Luxembourg,  suit  ? — Hotel  des  Ardennes,  in  the 
Ardennes  Mountains.  This  is  also  in  pretty  country, 
and  fronting  in  several  rivers  belonging  to  the  hotel. 
— Yours  truly,  R.  W.  Vernon. 

THE   RIVER  COCKER. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  any  reader  tell  me  what  sort 
of  a  river  the  Cocker  is  ?  It  empties  itself  between 
the  River  Lune  and  the  River  Pilling,  Also  what 
sort  of  fish  are  to  be  caught.  I  am  not  ]>articular  as 
to  whether  they  are  trout,  eels,  or  fluke.  Also  if 
free  and  safe  sands. — Yours  truly, 

Samuel  Wells. 


WARM  WATERPROOF  FISHING  BOOTS 
WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  Mr. -Parkin,  for  over  ten 
years  I  have  been  getting  my  boots  from  John 
McAfee  and  Son,  14,  Corn  Market,  Belfast,  and  use 
them  every  year  for  spring  salmon  fishing,  and  I 
can  truly  say  that,  for  those  ten  years,  I  have  never 
had  a  drop  of  water  come  through  the  boots  made 
for  me  by  this  firm.  I  am  constantly  all  day  on  wet 
grass,  and  in  water  about  an  inch  in  depth,  and  can 
walk  quickly  through  water  which  does  not  come 
over  the  tops  of  the  boots  without  wetting  my  feet. 
Of  course,  the  boots  should  be  treed  as  soon  as  taken 
off,  and  well  rid^ljed  with  "  Gishurstine." 

I  find  it  a  good  plan  to  warm  the  boots  before 
putting  thoin  on. 

I  do  not  tliink  .1.  McAfee  and  Son  supply  ready- 
made  boots,  l)ut  I  am  sure  they  could  make  from  an 
old.  well-fitting  boot  for  a  pattern.  Their  price  is,  I 
think,  37s.  6d.  per  pair,  but  they  are  good  value. — 
Yours  truly,  Claude  Brownlow. 


CONDITION  OF  SALMON  IN  THE  TAVY. 

Dear  Sir, — Re  my  report  of  May  16,  I  still  believe, 
whatever  is  said  to  the  contrary,  that  a  fresh- 
run  salmon  measm'ing  40in.  should  have  weighed 
more  than  26Jlb.  The  head  of  this  particular  fish 
was  very  small.  I  am  afraid  I  know  more  about  the 
salmon  than  your  correspondent  thinks  I  do. — 
Yours  truly,    Your  Plymouth  Coekkspondent. 


PISHING  IN  NORTHUMBERLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — If  Mr.  Weaver  will  write  to  the  head 
offices  of  the  'North-Eastern  Railway,  York,  for  their 
holiday  guide,  he  will  get  a  list  of  the  farmhouses 
and  hotels  in  the  district  around  and  about  Wooler. 
Fishing  permits  are  granted  to  those  taking  apart- 
ments. There  is  very  suitable  and  central  accom- 
modation to  be  fovind  at  Milfield.  But  I  fear  Sep- 
tember will  be  too  late  for  trout,  unless  he  is  within 
the  first  two  weeks. — Yours  truly, 

Exeter.  P.  A.  Dodds. 


FLIES,  ETC.,  FOR  SEA-TROUT  AN»  SALMON 
IN  THE  SEA, 

Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent,  "  White  Beetle,'' 
in  Fishing  Oazcttc  of  May  30,  is  desirous  of  Imowing 
whether  I  ever  caught  salmon  in  salt-water  or  not. 
To  this  question  I  can  only  say  "  No,"  and  may 
further  add  that  I  am  in  the  belief  that  very  few  true 
salmon  (Salmo  salar)  are  ever  taken  in  salt-water. 
They,  however,  ai-e  occasionally  got  in  estuaries 
where  it  would  be  hard  to  say  whether  the  water  is 
fresh,  salt,  or  what  is  termed  "  brackish,"  as  there 
are  places  where  the  degree  of  freshness  or  saltness 
changes  daily  owing  to  the  state  of  tide  or  amount 
of  fresh  water  brought  down  by  rivers. 

The  temperature  of  the  water,  too,  entering  the 
sea  may  make  it  more  difficult  to  tell  whether  it 
would  be  salt  or  fresh.  Fresh  and  salt  water  mix 
readily  at  certain  temperatures,  and  on  other  occa- 
sions do  not  mingle  freely  with  each  other  imless 
by  the  help  of  some  distui'bance  in  the  motion  of  the 
water,  such  as  wind,  or  fresh  water  falling  from  a 
height  into  the  sea.  This  is,  perhaps,  cutting  the 
matter  too  fine,  but  it  is  almost,  if  not  quite,  a  waste 
of  time  to  try  for  salmon  in  the  sea, , with  the  present 
lures  in  hand. 

A\'e  must  first  discover  the  real  tit-bit  that  the 
salmon  fancies  while  feeding  in  salt  water,  and  then 
use  that  as  a  lure.  Sprats  and  sand-eel.,  are  recom- 
mended to  be  tried  because  1  am  in  the  helid'  that 
these  are  taken  by  salmon  while  in  the  sea,  and  these 
lures  answer  well  in  other  circumstances  to  effect 
their  capture. 

Regarding  Shetland,  there  are  few  S.  salar  there, 
vmless  stragglers,  and  the  large  fish  captured  are, 
in  my  belief.  S.  criox  (bull-trout)  or  large  sea-ti-out 
(S.  trutta).  I  am  very  sorry  if  the  heading  of  my  last 
letter  raised  false  expectations  in  the  mind  of  "  White 
Beetle." 

In  fishing  there  is  nothing  like  perseverance  for 
filling  a  creel,  and  if  he  uses  a  fair  amount  of  this 
there  may  lie  even  the  chance  of  capturing  a  salmon 
in  the  sea.  Localities  vary  greatly  for  experiments  in 
angling,  and  the  ntore  I  see  of  the  country  and  its 
waters  the  more  1  am  convinced  of  this.  In  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  May  23,  "  Sandeel  "  asks  for  infor- 
mation regarding  pollack-fishing  on  the  West  Coast 
of  Sutherland.  I  know  several  anglers  who  fish  there, 
and  rubber  tubes  or  sand-eels  in  black,  red,  or  light 
grey  rubber  are  the  usual  lures  that  kill.  My  expe- 
riencesfwith  pollack  on  the. West  Coast  of  Ross-shire 
confirms  this,  and  when  using  these  lures  I  have 
taken  large  cod,  coalfish,  and  mackerel  by  their 
means.  Having  my  own  boat  and  being  on  the  spot, 
I  had  excellent  opportunities  in  this  respect.  August, 
Septeml)er,  and  October  wore  the  best  months  for 
wliilling  on  that  part  of  the  coast.  Black  is  the 
best  eoloiir  and  red  next  for  pollack,  but  the  tube 
must  spin  well. — Yours  truly,     Black  Beetle. 


MINNOWS  AS  BAIT  IN  THE  CLOSE  SEASON. 

Dear  Sir, — In  renanl  lo  tlie  letter  on  use  of 
minnows  as  bait  in  the  close  season,  and  the  Editor's 
note  thereto,  would  the  proliibitiim  from  si>lling 
minnows  apply  to  any  other  than  the  Thames 
district,  and  is  the  remark  on  artiHeial  minnows 
an  Editorial  jeti  d'eNpril  ?  Wliat  ai'c^  the  fishing 
tackle  dealers  to  do  in  these  matters,  aiul  where 
does  the  would-be  spinner  for  trout,  etc..  come  in  ? 
— Yours  truly,  PERrLEXED. 

Birmingham. 

[It  was  a  little  joke  about  a  close  time  for  artificial 
minnows;  but  "Perplexed"  must  not  buyer  sell 
or  offer  to  buy  or  sell  natural  minnows  or  other  fish 
for  bait  from  any  water  during  the  close  time. — 
Ed.] 


FISHING  NEAR  LLANDUDNO. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  very  gl.id  if  any  of  your 
readers  could  give  me  particulars  of  good  trout- 
fishing  (stream  and  lake)  near  Llandudno.  I  hope 
to  be  there  during  the  latter  part  of  August  and 
beginning  of  Septefnber,  and  any  information  as 
to  most  suitable  flies  will  be  much  appreciated. — 
Yoms  truly,  Watermen. 

{Several  letters  are  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTKS. 


BY  THE  EDITOE, 


A  Grand  Avon  Trout. 

Mr.  a.  B.  George,  of  West  Ealing,  writing  to 
nic  on  .Juno  8,  says  : — 

"  Dear  Sir,— You  will  be  interested  to  hoar  that 
I  caught  a  trout  of  71b.  lioz.  yesterday.  The 
extreme  length  was  25fin.,  girth  15in.,  length  of 
head  (from  nose  to  end  of  gill),  Tin.  It  was  the 
handsomest  fish  I  have  ever  seen.  I  caught  it  on 
a  Devon  minnow  in  private  water  on  the  Avon 
about  midway  between  Downton  and  Breamore. 
The  fish  gave  me  plenty  of  sport  and  some  anxiety, 
as  I  was  quite  alone.  Mr.  E.  K.  House,  of  the 
London  Athletic  Club,  is  down  here  fishing  with 
me,  and  hopes  to  get  one  to-day. 

"  P.S. — shall,  of  course,  have  the  fish  set  up. 
The  weight  given  was  two  hours  after  capture." 

I  am  not  surprised  to  hear  Mr  A.  B.  George  is 
having  such  a  fine  fish  set  up.  According  to  Mr. 
Edward  Sturdy's  Fishing  Gazette  scale  of  lengths 
and  weights,  a  26in.  trout  in  average  condition 
weighs  71b.  8oz.,  so  Mr.  George's  fish  was  rather 
over  the  average  for  its  length. 


he  River  Thames  and  the  Port  of  London  Bill. 

^  Unless  I  am  mistaken,  I  believe  I  was  one  of  the  first 
to  call  public  attention  (over  a  dozen  years  ago  in 
an  article  in  the  Timzs)  to  the  fact  that  unless  r;idical 
changes  we.-e  made  the  Port  of  London  would  suffer 
very  serious  damage  through  the  growing  com- 
petition of  Antivorp,  Hamburg,  and  other  ports. 
As  the  wiiole  question  is  njw  under  Parliamentary 
consideration,  it  is,  of  course,  a  good  time  to  con- 
sider matters  affecting,  not  only  the  Port  of  London, 
but  the  wliole  river  to  which  London  owes  its 
origin,  and  on  which  it  is  so  largely  dependent, 
though  less  so  than  formerly. 


An  Attack  on  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board. 

While  qiiito  approving  the  general  principle  that 
all  interests  of  any  importance  at  all  should  bo 
fairly  represented,  I  do  fool  that  the  new  Thames 
Protection  Committee  have  mado  an  unfair  and 
unfounded  attack  on  the  present  Thames  Conser- 
vancy Board,  who  are  accused  of  doing  those  things 
they  ought  not  to  have  done  and  leaving  undone 
tho.se  things  which  they  ought  to  have  done  in  a 
way  which  will  certainly  not  help  the  objects  of 
the  new  Protection  Committoo.  I  consider  that 
if  they  had  done  nothing  else,  and  they  have 
done  a  great  deal  else,  the  Thames  Conservancy 
Board  have  fully  justified  their  existence  by  the 
immensely  improved  condition  of  the  water  of 
the  Thames,  which  has  been  brought  about  by 
their  exe/tions.  With  a  lifelong  knowledge  of 
the  tidal  Thames,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  never  in  the  history  of  the  world  has  there 
bean  such  an  immense  boon  conferred  upon  a  great 
city  as  that  conferred  on  London,  quietly  and  un- 
ostentatiously, by  the  Board  of  Thames  Conser- 
vators. Not  so  long  ago  the  sohd  sewage  of  millions 
of  people  used  to  float  up  and  down  through  London 
with  every  tide.  In  hot  weather  hotels  like  the 
Savoy  had  to  shut  their  Thames-side  windows, 
and  the  river  was  a  positive  danger — an  open  sewer. 
It  is  not  yet  fit  at  all  times  to  support  fish  life,  but 
it  has  long  ceased  to  be  offensive  and  dangerous  to 
human  life.  When  London  can  afford  to  reform 
it3  system  of  sewage  treatm'int  on  bacteriological 
linos,  the  Thames  will  be  one  of  the  purest  of  our 
rivers. 

Other  Work  of  the  Thames  Conservancy. 

The  Thames  Conservancy  Board  have  done 
their  best  to  apportion  the  limited  fimd  of  money 
at  their  disposal  for  the  improvement  of  the  various 
parts  of  the  river  in  the  fairest  manner.  The 
whole  control  and  supervision  of  the  Thames  has 
been  thoroughly  reorgani.sed  during  the  last  four 
years,  and  inspectors  and  siib-inspestors  have  been 
appointed  to  .supervise  the  various  districts,  and 
I  think  the  work  has  been  done  well.  A  compre- 
hensive survey  has  been  made  of  the  whole  river, 
from  Tcddington  upwards,  showing  the  capacity  of 
the  present  channel  for  dealing  with  the  water  and 
all  the  obstructions,  eyots,  bridges,  tumbling  bays, 
etc.,  that  interfere  with  the  How.  This  sectional  sur- 
vey will  be  of  the  greatest  use  to  any  future  board, 
as  when  weirs  have  to  be  rebuilt  they  will  be  able  to 
be  rebuilt  gn  a  definite  plan.  If  any  large  scheme 
of  flood  prevention  is  cont-emplatcd,  and  the  money 
is  forthcoming  for  the  purpose,  these  improvements 
should  begin  from  the 'bottom-  of  the  river  and 
continue  upwards.  There  is  no  use  tinkering  with 
a  weir  here  and  there,  which  merely  throws  water 
from  one  reach  into  another. 

I  know  with  regard  to  the  new  Conservancy 
Board  many  fancy  franchises  are  suggested,  but 
many  of  them  are  quite  impracticable.  With 
rega  d  to  the  proposed  new  board,  the  principle 
proceeded  on  in  the  Bill  is  to  give  representation 
to  the  rating  authorities,  who  may  possibly  in  future 
be  called  upon  to  find  money,  though  the  Conser- 
vancy Board  at  the  pi'oscnt  time  is  doing  its  best 
to  make  such  financial  arrangements  as  may  enable 
the  new  body  to  start  clear  of  encumbrances,  and 
with  powers  of  raising  such  further  capital  as  may 
be  required.  If  the  new  board  is  expected  to  buy 
up  100  miles  of  towing-path  and  turn  it  into  a 
public  promenade,  it  is  obvious  that  they  will 
require  more  money  than  they  have  at  present. 
The  Conservancy  Act  of  1894  does  not  give  the 
present  board  any  powers  to  make  this  public 
promenade,  nor,  indeed,  have  they  funds  to  do  it. 
Perhaps  it  is  hardiy  work  for  a  navigation  authority. 
A  public  promenade,  neatlv  concreted  for  136| 
milos,  might  or  might  not  be  highly  appreciated 
by  the  aesthetic  public,  but  it  seems  to  me  more  a 
matter  for  the  local  bodies  than  for  a  navigation 
authority.  The  funds  at  present  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board  are  barely 
adequate  to  meet  many  of  the  present  requirements, 
such  as  the  rebuilding  of  several  locks  and  weirs, 
which  require  immediate  attention,  and  the  pro- 
vision of  new  dredging-plant,  which  i.s  much  needed. 
I  think  also  that  if  they  had  the  money  they  would 
apply  some  of  it  to  strengthen  foundations  of 
bridges  over  the  Thames,  for,  although  so  quiet,  the 
power  exerted  by  the  upward  and  downward  flow 
of  the  Thames  is  enormous.  At  one  time  I  used 
to  row  on  the  river  between  London  and  Battersea 
bridges  for  exercise,  and  I  do  not  know  anv  much 
harder  than  a  pull  against  Thames  tide  in  London. 


By  all  means  improve  the  conservancy  of  the 
river  where  possiblo,  but  I,  for  one,  regret  to  soo 
a  demand  for  improvement  founded  on  groundlesH 
charges  against  a  board  which  has  done  such  fir.st- 
rato  work  for  London  and  the  Thames. 


Rostheme  deepest  of  the  Cheshire  Meres  Its 
Smelt  accounted  for. 

Mr.  .Tames  Kenyon,  head-koepor  to  Lord  Egerton 
of  Tatton,  a  year  or  two  ago  kindly  mado  for  me  a 
chart  of  the  depth  of  that  beautiful  sheet  of  water 
Rostherne  Mere,  near  Knutsford. 

Writing  on  June  3,  Mr.  Kenyon  says : — 

"The  enclosed  extract  from  '  Green's  History  of 
Knutsford '  was  handed  to  me  a  few  days  ago  by 
Mrs.  Warburton,  one  of  the  lodge-keepers  here. 
She  had  the  chart  mentioned  up  to  a  year  or  two 
ago,  but  says  she  fears  hor  granddaughter  destroyed 
it  when  cleaning  down  her  cottage.  If  Captain 
Cotton's  soundings  were  taken  when  the  mere  was 
at  summer  level  it  would  account  for  the  difference 
between  103J  feet  and  108  feet ;  when  I  took 
soundings  the  mere  was  high  and  the  wind  blowing 
with  considerable  force." 

Here  is  the  extract : — 

"  Of  our  present  meres,  Rostherne  is  reputed  to 
be  the  deepest ;  indeed,  popular  estimation  makes 
it  rival  with  '  that  lowest  deep  from  which  a  lower 
deep  .still  opens  wide,'  and  refuses  to  believe,  what 
science  has  ascertained,  that  it  really  has  a  bottom. 
Soundings  very  carefully  taken  by  Captain  Cotton, 
about  twenty  years  ago,  and  of  which  a  record  may 
be  seen  at  Mr.  Bachelor's,  of  Rostheme,  fix  the 
greatest  depth  at  103|  feet,  or  a  Uttl©  more  than 
seventeen  fathoms.  If  from  a  point  a  short  distance 
to  the  west  of  the  summer-house  on  the  south  shore 
a  line  bo  drawn  to  the  landing-place  on  the  nort.h 
shore,  the  point  of  deepest  soundings  will  be  attained 
at  about  one-thud  of  the  distance  across.  From 
the  south  shore  the  mere  becomes  very  suddenly 
deep  ;  close  to  the  side  it  is  17  feet,  and  very  soon 
sinks  to  66,  78,  97,  and  100  feet.  The  extreme 
length  of  the  mere  is  12.50  yards.  The  surface  of  the 
water  has  boon  ascertained  to  measure  11.5  statute 
acres,  the  extreme  depth  is  34t|  yards,  and  the  ex- 
treme breadth  695  yards." — "  Green's  History  of 
Knutsford." 

This  confirms  Mr.  Kenyon's  measurements.  The 
most  curious  thing  about  this  mere  is  the  prcscnco 
of  smelt  {Osmerus  eperlanm)  in  it.  Curiously  enough, 
since  writing  the  last  words,  I  looked  up  Dr.  Francis 
Day's  invaluable  "  British  Fishes,"  published 
1880-1884,  and  I  see  that  he  says:  "Mr.  Egerton 
acclimatised  these  fish  in  fresh  water,  in  a  lake  at 
Roselhcrne  (probably  a  misprint  for  Rostherne— 
Dr.  Day's  writing  was  fearful  to  decipher)  Manor, 
Knutsford,  Cheshire."  He  does  not  give  any  date, 
but  this  note  seems  to  account  for  the  milk  in  the 
cocoa-nut  —  in  other  words,  for  the  smelts  in 
Rostherne.  They  have  been  conjectured  to  be  a 
survival  from  some  old  time  when  the  lake  was 
connected  with  the  sea. 


Big  Pike-^This  Offer  Still  Holds  Good. 

This  note  appeared  in  an  Irish  paper  in  1903  :  — 
"  Pike  Over  Fifty  Potods  Weight. 
"  To  the  Editor  '  Constabulary  Gazette.' 
"  Dear  Sir, — ^When  I  was  salmon  fishing  in 
Ireland  some  years  ago  I  heard  many  storie.s.  of 
great  Irish  pike,  but  the  best  fish  I  have  ever  seen 
was  under  401b. 

"  As  I  know  many  of  yoiur  reiulers  are  anglers, 
will  you  allow  me  to  mention  that  I  will  give  a 
prize  of  £10  sterling,  and  (id.  per  lb.  weight  of  the 
fish  as  well,  for  the  first  Irish  pike  sent  to  me  which 
actually  weighs  .501b.  avoirdupois. 

'"  I  shall  be  glad  t.)  send  any  of  your  readers 
who  may  catch  such  a  gi  and  pike  particulars  as  to 
how  it  should  bo  sent,  if  they  will  wi-ite  to  me 
beforehand.  — Yours  faitlifuUy, 

"  R.  B.  Marston, 
"  Editor  Fishing  Caze/fr. 
"  St.  Pimstan's  House, 

"  Fetter-lane,  London." 

I  believe  this  offer  fir.^t  appeared  in  prnt  over 
twenty  years  ago,  but  I  have  never  heard  of  the 
501b.  pike  yet.  The  41-pounder  referred  to  in  the 
Fishiug  Gazette  last  week  is  the  nearest  authenticated 
as  yet. 
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Mr.  Kenniff  will  not  be  able  to  come  to  our 
Tournament, 

Mr.  KonnilT,  of  San  Francisco,  whoso  amazing 
cast  of  44yds.  2ft.  with  single-hand  fly  rod  I 
rocontly  recorded,  writes  on  May  27  : — 

"  Dear  Sui, — I  am  just  in  receipt  of  yours  of 
May  11,  and  thank  you  for  you.r  kind  expression 
in  same,  in  roferenco  to  my  long  distance  cast. 

'■  In  reference  to  the  reel,  I  advise  that  you  take 
this  matter  up  with  Mr.  J.  Adams  Simon,  of  S. 
Allcock  and  Co.,  Redditch,  Eng.  I  wrote  Mr.  Simon 
some  time  ago  in  reference  to  reels,  and  he  has  full 
particulars.  If  you  are  unable  to  get  the  desiied 
information,  or  if  any  time  you  desire  additional 
information,  in  reference  to  the  casting  in  tliis  part 
of  the  coimtry,  I  would  be  most  pleased  to  give  you 
the  information.  I  also  received  a  copy  of  your 
paper,  and  regret  to  state  I  will  be  unable  to  attend 
this  tournament  to  be  held  in  England  on  July  9 
and  10.  We  have  a  townament  which  takes  place 
in  Chicago  the  latter  part  of  July  or  the  first  of 
August,  and  I  believe  it  is  to  be  held  as  an  inter- 
national tournament. — ^Yours  truly, 

"  J.  B.  Kenniff." 
I  had  asked  Kenniff  whore  I  could  buy  a 
multipher  reel  like  that  he  cast  a  Joz.  weight  over 
72  yards  from  the  reel,  and  I  am  glad  to  find  tliat 
Messrs.  Allcock  are  stocking  the  identical  reel,  and 
make  three  grades  of  6ft.  overhead  bait-casting 
rods,  Ught,  medium,  and  stout,  both  in  split-cane 
and  greenheart.  The  rods  ate  beautifully  made  in 
every  way.  Messrs.  Allcock  have  also  got  out  a 
special  lino  for  casting  from  tlic  reel,  undressed  silk, 
plaited,  and  not  at  all  harsh  or  wiry. 


"Hercules"  Gut  Casts. 

Messrs.  S.  Allcock  and  Co.  give  great  attention  to 
their  su|)ply  of  gut  casts,  and  their  latest  issuer  of 
new  "  Hercules "  casts  aio  superior  in  fineness, 
strengt'i  and  colour  to  any  they  have  sent  out 
previously.  I  have  u-ied  a  great  many  of  tlie 
"  Hei'cules  "  in  pa  t  years,  both  as  lly  casts  and 
for  making  uj)  into  lines  for  float  fisliing  and  Icdgering 
for  roach,  tenjli,  carp,  etc.,  and  I  never  remember 
a  bad  one.  I  may  say  I  always  test  a  gut  cast  di  y 
by  drawing  it  through  my  left  hand  with  a  steady 
strain  while  gi  asping  it  tightly  ;  this  takes  the 
eui'l  out  and  tests  the  knots. 


4.  — Cast  nets,  biuik  runners,  and  night  lines  are 

strictly  prohibited. 

5.  — Limits  of  size  and  number  of  lish  to  bo  taken 

in  one  day  : — 

Pike  limit  in  size,  24  inches  ;  limit  in  number,  6 
Roach    „       „        7    „  „  „  20 

Porch    „       „        8    „  „  „  10 

Bream   ,,       „       10    „  ,,  15 

Tench    „  10  „  „  5 

Rudd  ,,         6    „  „  „  20 

Not  more  tlian  six  small  roach  may  be  retained 
at  one  time  for  live  bait,  and  then  only  for 
immediate  use. 

6.  — Close  time,  March  15  to  June  15,  both  days 

inclusive. 

7.  — Each  ticket-holder  may  use  two  rods  (one  of 

which  must  be  used  for  piko  only),  but  each 
person  fishing  must  take  a  ticket. 

8.  — 'No  fishing  of  any  kind  is  permitted  before  one 

hour  before  simrise  or  after  one  hour  after 
sunset. 

9.  — Any  ticket-holder  who  .shall  be  found  upon 

inquiry  by  the  owners  to  have  been  guilty  of 
imsportsmanlike  conduct,  or  breaking  any  of 
those  rules,  shall  forfeit  all  right  of  fishing  in 
those  waters. 

10. — Complaints  and  eorrespondenco  to  be  addressed 
to  the  hon.  sec.,  Mr.  W.  Baker,  G,  Quested 
Villas,  Surreuden-road,  Folkestone. 


ELEVENTH  INTEENATIONAL 
FLY  AND  BAIT  CASTING 
TOUENAMENT,  1908. 


Fresh-water  Fishing  near  Folkestone  and  Hythe. 

f'  I  was  glad  to  hear  some  time  ago  from  Mr.  W. 
Baker,  of  EoUcostone,  that  ho  and  others  wore 
getting  up  a  society  to  pi'csorve  the  fishing  in  the 
Royal  Military  Canal  near  Hythe.  Mr.  Baker, 
who  is  the  hon.  sec.,  now  writes : — 

"  6,  Quested  Villas,  Surrcnden-road,  Folkestone, 

"  June  5,  1908. 

"  Dear  Sir, — ^I  now  have  much  pleasure  in  send- 
ing you  a  cojiy  of  the  rules  of  the  West  Hythe 
Piscatoi'ials,  which  you  veiy  kindly  offered  to  pub- 
lish in  the  Fishing  Gazette  when  ready.  You  will 
see  that  your  suggestions  were  adopted  without 
any  alteiations.  Again  thanking  you  for  your  kind- 
ness,— I  am,  etc.,  "  W.  Baker." 

I  wish  the  society  every  success,  esi)ecially  as 
they  issue  tickets  to  visitors  at  such  a  reasonable 
rate,  as  it  is  a  groat  boon  to  be  able  to  combine 
the  attractions  of  the  seaside  with  some  decent 
fresh-water  fishing,  and  if  well  looked  after  I  do 
not  sec  why  the  Hythe  Canal  should  not  give  very 
decent  sport ;  it  is  famous  for  its  good  tench. 
Here  are  tho  rules  :  — 

West  Hythe  Piscatorials. 
H'atcr — Royal  Military  Canal  from  the  Dam  to 
Alderrjate  Bridge. 

Rules. 

N.B. — ^Tickets  are  issued  only  on  tho  uridorstaiid- 
iug  that  ticket-holdei's  agree  to,  and  undertake  to 
strictly  observe,  the  following  rules,  which  have 
beeu  formulated  in  t!ie  interests  of  fair  sport. 


The  New  "Crossle"  Reel. 

I  am  asked  to  state  that  this  reel,  an  illustrated 
account  of  which  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  Jime  (),  is  manufactured  and  sold  (wholesale 
only)  by  Messrs.  H.  Milward  and  Sous,  of  Redditch, 
and  can  be  obtained  through  any  tackle  dealer. 
Messrs.  Milward  will  gladly  send  an  interesting  24  pp. 
illustrated  booklet  desci  ibing  the  reel,  certain  rods 
and  aline  recommended  for  use  with  it,  and  the  best 
methods  of  using  them,  on  receipt  of  a  postcard. 


Correction. 

In  tho  last  paragraph  but  one,  second  column, 
page  417  Fitihing  Gazette,  May  30,  a  mistake  has  been 
miule.    It  should  read  : — 

Competition  R,  open  to  amateurs  only,  and 
Competition  X,  open  to  all  comers.  Style  of  casting, 
from  reel  only  ;  length  of  rod  not  to  exceed  9ft.  or 
to  be  less  than  Gft.  ;  weight  of  rod,  unlimited  ;  line, 
trace,  and  bait — see  General  Regulations. 


DEPOSIT  OF  SALMON  FRY  IN 
THE  SPEY. 


Fishing  in  California. 
Writing  from  the  Lodge  of  the  San  Francisco 
Fly  Casting  Club,  Union  Mills,   California,  on 
May  28,  Dr.  James  Watt  says : — 

"  My  dear  Sik, — From  the  above  heading  you 
will  note  I  am  spending  my  week's  vacation  at  our 
Lodge  on  the  Truckee  river.  The  fishing  is 
excellent  (fly).  I  have  practically  used  one  cast 
the  past  three  days  —  namely,  English  Royal 
Coachman,  Red  Ant,  and  Brown  Hackle,  I'.B. 
No.  16  (Turnbull).  Yesterday  I  had  twenty-one 
fish  (rainbows),  three  to  the  pound,  and  one  IJlb. 
The  river  has  never  been  so  low  ;  usually  in  May 
it  is  so  high  that  fishing  is  out  of  the  question.  In 
some  places  I  can  wade  out  forty  and  fifty  feet, 
which  enables  me  to  reach  good  water." 

Messrs.  Ogden  and  Scotford  Change  their 

Position  at  the  Franco-British  Exhibition. 

Messrs.  Ogden  and  Scotford  write : — 
"  Sir, — We  thank  you  for  note  in  Fishing 
Gazette  of  last  week,  but  we  have  moved  to  more 
suitable  quarters.  We  are  now  showing  in 
Building  No.  3,  where  all  the  sports  goods  are  on 
view.  If  you  will  kindly  mention  this  in  your 
next  issue  we  shall  feel  very  grateful,  as  several 
people  have  gone  down  to  the  Stadium  to  inspect 
and  could  not  find  us." 


A  CONSIGNMENT  of  80,000  oight-wock  old  salmon 
fry  from  the  Duke  of  Richmond's  hatchery  at 
Fochabers  was  deposited  in  the   Spey  at  Carron, 
in  tho  reach  belonging  to  Mr.  J.  W.  H.  Grant,  of 
Carron,   Elchies,  etc.,  in  tho  beginning  of  last 
week  ;  a  similar  quantity  is  to  be  put  into  tho 
same  lishings  at  the  end  of  the  week.    This  is  the 
si.xth  year  in  succession  in  which  this  has  been  done. 
The  fry  were  conveyed  by  rail  in  six  large  iron 
carboys  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  T.  Rae,  Tugnet, 
and  an  assistant,  who,  along  with  Mr.  Grant,  tho 
proprietor,  and  Mr.  Macgrcgor,  superintendent  of  the 
Spey  fisheries,  were  present  at  the  dcj)ositing  in  the 
well-lvnown    Dalmunich    pool,    which    proved  a 
thorough  success.     His  Grace  takes  a  very  keen 
interest  in  tho  work  of  the  hatchery,  even  joining 
the  fishermen  in  DccembiT  last,  while  the  spawning 
Jish  were  being  caught,    liy  the  cud  of  December 
the  fish  (111)  which  were  kept  in  the  impounding 
tank  had  all  spawned,  filling  twenty-eight  box(!s, 
each  containing  30,000  ova,  or  840,000  in  all.  On 
the  spawned  salmon  being  returned  to  the  river, 
100  of  them  were  marked  with  silver  labels.  This 
season  Mr.  Ca'derwood,  tlu'  ins|i(_-etor  of  the  Scottish 
Fishery  Board,  marked  a  number  of  the  smolts  in 
tlu!  rearing  ponds  at  Tugnet  with  silver  wire  fixed 
to  the  dorsal  fin.    The  fish  were  then  libcj-ated  into 
the  river.    To  determine  whether  the  orange  fin 
and  finnook  were  the  young  of  tho  sea-trout, 
experiments  were  carried  out    by  Mr.   Rae  at 
Tugnet  by  means  of  salt-water  ponds,  which  have 
been  successful  in  putting  this   beyond  doubt. 
Orange  fin  were  caught  in  190G  and  platted  in  the 
])onds,  and  by  the  autumn  of  the  next  year  they  had 
developed  into  beautiful  finnock  similar  to  those 
caught  in  tlie  river,  and  to-day  are  fine  sca-trout. 
In  the  rearing  ponds  there  are  also  kept  a  large 
number   of   rainbow  trout,   which   are  spawned 
annually.    The  ova  are  kept  to  hatch,  and  tlio 
young  fish  reared  in  the  naini-  wa.y  as  salmon  till 
they  are  9in.  long,  when  they  are  then  taken  to 
the  lake  at  Gordon  (Jastle,  and  after  a  yeai'  tlusy 
afford  good  sport  when  the  river  is  not  in  angUng 
condition.  J.  M. 


MAY 


FLY  IN  THE 
DISTRICT. 


LAKE 


2. 


-'I.'ickcts  for  fishing  this  water,  5s.  per  season 
(non-transferable),-  or  Is.  per  day. 
-Tickets  can  Ijc  obtained  from  the  following  :  — 
Mr.  Martin  Walter,  68,  Sandgate-road,  Folke- 
stone. 

']'h(^  Red  Lion  Hotel,  Hythe. 
F.  Farmer  (keeper),  Studfall-place,  West  Hythe. 
(Cottage  by  tho  Dam.) 
3. — Tickets  must  bs  obtained  before  fishing  and 
shown  to  the  keeper  or  any  of  the  owners  on 
demand. 


The  "  Yachting  and  Boating  Monthly." 

The  Yachting  and  Boating  Monthly  for  June  is  a 
very  good  number.  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo  has  another 
article  on  "  The  Sea  Fishei  tnaii  Round  the  (Joast." 
Mr."  Fred  Hages  has  also  some  fishing  notes  and 
illustrations  in  his  article,  "  Norway  as  a  Cruising 
Ground."  There  is  also  a  very  interesting  article 
on  steam  jjower  as  applied  to  lifeboats.  Doubtless 
electric  motors  will  be  the  power  in  such  boats 
Ijeforc  long.  May  we  suggest  to  Mr.  Horace  Cox 
that  there  is  ample  sea  room  for  running  the  name 
and  number  of  the  Yachting  Monthly  along  the  back 
— and  a  blank  chart  is  as  bad  as  a  fog. 

R.  B.  Marston. 

WHEiiB  TO  Go  TO  FISH.— Infoimatioii  where  to  go  for  Hsliing 
ill  the  United  Kingdom,  on  the  Continent,  and  in  other  parts  of 
the  world  is  given  in  "  The  Angler's  Diary,"  over  300  pages. 
New  edition  now  ready.  Sent,  post  free  for  Is.  8d.  in  stamps, 
by  the  Managei-,  Finhing  Gazette,  19,  Adam-street,  Adelphi, 
Strand.  London,  W.C. 


From  Dcrwt;ntwater  wo  have  news  of  a  prolific 
hatch  of  the  May  Fly,  and  anglers  may  be  fairly 
certain  of  good  sport  should  we  have  any  fishing 
weather.  A  fine  trout  of  over  5lb:  was  taken  by 
Mr.  Tindall  Harris  rec:ently  with  Hy,  and  anotlici- 
angler  secured  a  trout  of  3^lb.  Tlie  other  lakes 
have  not  fished  well,  but  there  will  be  more  sj^oi't 
now  the  May  Fly  is  on  the  water.  In  the  Derwcnt 
Angling  Association's  waters,  near  Cockermouth,  a 
21b.  trout  was  taken  by  Mr.  Ellis  last  week,  and  a 
few  sea-trout  are  now  coming  up  the  river.  In  his 
report  this  week  to  the  West  Cumberland  Fishery 
Board,  the  head  bailiff  stated  that  in  the  rivci.s  of 
that  district  the  trout-fishing  had  been  poor  during 
the  spring  owing  to  the  bad  weather,  but  recently 
there  had  been  excellent  sport  with  the  trout,  and 
the  sea  fish  were  beginning  to  run  in  large  numbers. 

The  late  Mr  Edward  N.  Fen  wick  Fen  wick,  so 
long  known  as  an  active  London  magistrate,  was  a 
Lancashire  man,  and  came  of  a  spor  ting  race.  His 
elder  brother,  Mr.  T.  F.  Fenwick,  of  Burrow  Hall, 
near  Kirkliy  Lonsdale,  who  died  recently,  had  been 
chairman  for  twenty-six  years  of  the  Lune  Fishery 
Board.  It  had  been  Mr.  Edward  Fenwiek's  custom 
to  spend  his  holidays  in  Lonsdale.  From  his  youth 
upwards  he  was  an  ornithologist  and  a  keen  fisher- 
man, and  had  the  reputation  of  being  the  best  caster 
of  a  line  on  the  Lune. — Manchester  Gmrdian  (June  5). 
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SOME  JUNE  DAYS  ON  THE  CHESS. 

By  the  Amateur  Angler. 


June  1. — Never  did  a  Tityrus  piping  beneath  the 
branches  of  a  wide-spreading  beech  behold  a 
prettier  scene  than  that  which  is  spread  out  before 
me  this  evening,  as  I  am  now  sitting  on  a  rustic 
bench — as  singular  and  interesting  a  scene  as  any- 
one may  care  to  see.  "  Is  this,"  I  said  to  myself, 
"  a  bit  of  the  same  old  England  that  I  lived  in 
only  four  weeks  ago  ?  Surely  not  I  "  Then  the 
bare  branches  of  oaks  and  elms  and  beeches  were 
borne  down  by  a  picturesque  mantle  of  snow ;  now 
they  are  clad  in  the  most  gorgeous  apparel  of  every 
shade  of  luscious  verdure. 

This  morning  my  good  genius,  or  I  think  I 
may  more  truthfully  say  a  kind  Providence,  had 
led  me  by  devious  ways,  through  many  green  lanes 
bordered  by  luxurious  young  foliage,  and  landed 
me  here,  in  one  of  the  sweetest  little  "  fishing 
boxes  "  that  one  could  wish  to  see  or  dream  of. 

My  brother  angler,  my  ancient  friend,  Izaak 
Walton,  as  I  have  quite  appropriately  named  him 
(for  when  clad  in  angling  apparel  he  resembles  him 
exactly),  dwells  here,  in  what  Keble  calls  his  "  green 
retreat,"  and  you  may  be  sure  he  welcomed  me  with 
all  the  dignity  and  old-world  courtesy  naturally 
to  be  expected  from  the  representative  of  such 
a  master.  He  is  my  senior  by  a  fortnight ;  he  has 
three  more  grandchildren  and  three  more  great- 
grandchildren than  I  have.  He  is  my  master ;  I 
am  only  his  youthful  pupil  in  the  art  of  catching 
fish.  He  wields  a  fly-rod  with  youthful  vigour, 
and  he  knows  as  much  about  trout  and  grayling  as 
did  our  common  ancestor.  I  am  not  going  to 
localise  the  scene  or  paint  a  portrait — I  will  only 
tell  my  little  story  in  my  own  way  :  those  may  fit 
the  cap  who  can. 

Our  river  is  here,  close  to  the  door  ;  our  garden 
lawns  gently  slant  up  from  it.  Our  hearts  leaped 
within  us  as  we  looked  down  upon  it,  and  as  we 
saw  big  trout  flopping  up  or  lying  still  within  an 
inch  or  two  of  the  top  of  the  water  on  the  look-out 
for  food,  but  with  wonderful  discrimination 
between  the  true  and  the  false,  we  said  to 
ourselves,  my  daughter  and  I,  what  baskets  we 
shall  fill,  what  records  we  shall  make,  before  this 
glorious  day  is  over. 

"  Let  me  recommend  you,  my  young  friends," 
said  the  master,  "to  moderate  your  enthusiasm, 
don't  be  too  sanguine ;  those  trout  know  a  thing  or 
two — many  an  expert  angler  has  come  here,  inspired 
like  yourselves,  and  has  gone  away  with  an  empty 
creel ;  they  belong  to  a  school  older  than  Win- 
chester or  Eton— they  have  had  a  classical  educa- 
tion. It  is  true  there  are  among  them  a  few 
impetuous  young  upstarts,  full  of  the  self-conceit 
that  has  led  some  of  them  into  trouble.  You  will 
know  them  by  their  sides,  which  are  iridescent 
with  the  many  colours  of  the  rainbow  ;  they  have 
but  recently  arrived  from  a  foreign  country,  they 
are  full  of  pluck,  and  if  they  do  get  into  trouble 
they  will  fight  like  heroes  to  get  out  of  it,  and  the 
old  Chess  trout  will  look  calmly  on.  Go  and  try 
them,  my  children,  and  my  blessing  go  with  you  !  " 

We  went  and  tried  them.  My  daughter  casts 
her  fly  in  sportsmanlike  style,  and  I — well,  I  have 
caught  many  a  trout  in  my  time,  and  I  flattered 
myself  that  I  had  acquired  some  little  skill  in  the 
art  of  beguiling  them.  There  were  the  trout,  fine 
stalwart  fellows — the  river  seemed  to  swarm  with 
them.  Our  stretch  of  water  extends  above  and 
below  the  house  for  something  less  than  a  mile. 
We  fished  that  river  up,  and  we  fished  it  down. 
There  were  the  trout  above  us,  and  below  us,  and 
in  front  of  us,  rising  in  all  directions.  We  stalked 
them  in  every  conceivable  way.  We  dodged  behind 
bushes,  we  went  down  on  our  knees  to  them,  whilst 
we  threw  our  luring  flies  over  them.  My  felt  hat 
became  like  a  "  catch  'em  alive-o  "  paper — stuck 
round  with  changed  and  rejected  insects. 

My  daughter  left  me  in  the  evening  for  a  twenty- 
mile  drive  home,  carrying  with  her  one  solitary 
half-pound  trout,  caught  by  herself,  and  an  exactly 
similar  one  caught  by  me. 

Eeally,  those  trout  insulted  us ;  they  treated  us 
with  scorn.  There  they  lay  on  the  top  of  the 
water,  picking  up  and  sucking  in  all  sorts  of 
invisible  things,  but  our  pretty  images  which 
floated  over  their  noses  they  wouldn't  look  at. 
There  was  one  ^particularly  big  fellow,  who  would 
sometimes  turn  upon  us  an  insolent  stare,  as  much 
as  to  say,  "  What  fools  you  two-legged  creatures 
are  1 "    Nothing  in  my  fly-book  would  please  him. 


In  a  rage,  at  last  I  picked  up  a  stone  and  threw  it 
a»i  him.    He  dodged  it,  and  returned  to  his  place. 

•Tune  2. — Thunder  and  heavy  rain  during  the 
night,  as  predicted  by  the  master.  He  was  right, 
and  the  reason  for  his  fish  not  taking  our  flies 
suflicientl y  explained  ;  but  it  does  not  explain  why, 
despite  of  thunder,  they  went  on  taking  the  natural 
fly  all  the  time. 

River  swollen  and  muddy  all  the  morning  from 
last  night's  rain.  No  fishing  in  the  morning.  In 
the  afternoon  I  started  alone,  and  fished  the  upper 
water.  Trout  not  quite  so  impudent,  a  little  more 
amenable  to  reason.  Hooked  and  lost  two  good 
fish  ;  I  won't  boast  about  their  weight.  I  hooked 
and  caught  one,  a  good  fighter.  He  weighed 
lib.  3oz. 

June  8. — Fine  but  cloudy  morning.  Had  trout 
for  breakfast — well  cooked,  tender  and  sweet.  The 
master  approved  of  the  weather — said  he  thought 
it  might  do,  and  that  possibly  the  wary  ones  or 
some  of  them  may  be  caught  napping.  We  went 
together,  the  master  preceding  me  through  the 
wood  to  the  open  meadow.  I,  happy  fellow, 
rested  on  the  stile  to  put  on  a  new  fly — a  large 
showy  one  of  many  colours.  I  saw  a  rise  away 
under  the  opposite  bank.  My  Old  Man's  Fancy 
reached  the  edge  of  that  ring.  Heigh-ho  !  a  splash 
and  a  dash,  and  didn't  "my  heart  go  pit-a-pat, 
like  sparks  in  burnt-up  paper." 

Never  before  in  my  fishing  days  have  I  had  hold 
of  such  a  monster.  "  He  must  be  five  pounds  at 
least  1  "  I  cried  out  all  to  myself,  for  the  master 
was  out  of  sight.  Gracious  goodness,  my  net  I  I 
had  left  it  fifty  yards  away  by  the  stile,  and  there 
was  this  fellow  splashing  and  dashing,  jumping 
out  of  the  water,  away  up  stream,  tearing  my  reel 
round,  down  again  before  I  could  reel  in,  now 
buried  in  the  mud  at  the  bottom,  now  off  to  the 
opposite  bank  like  a  shot,  maddened,  determined 
at  whatever  cost  to  rid  himself  of  the  accursed 
thing  sticking  in  his  gullet.  I  am  of  opinion 
that  shame  was  the  chief  cause  of  his 
anger ;  to  think  that  he,  the  father  of  the 
flock,  should  be  so  caught  in  a  trap  he  had 
so  often  knowingly  avoided.  I  allowed  him  to 
have  his  own  way  —  for  I  understood  his  little 
ways  ;  to  hold  tight  when  he  suddenly  springs  out 
of  the  water  is  pretty  sure  to  snap  something,  but 
the  moment  he  sprang  I  slackened,  and  he  was 
outwitted,  so  I  saved  my  tackle.  Gradually,  foot  by 
foot,  I  enticed  him  down  stream  till  I  could  safely 
stoop  to  pick  up  my  net.  By  that  time  he  was,  I 
thought,  quite  exhausted ;  but  the  moment  his 
eye  caught  sight  of  the  net  he  knew  quite  well 
what  it  meant.  He  had  seen  so  many  of  his 
relations  and  friends  tumble  into  a  thing  like  that, 
to  be  no  more  seen  by  him.  He  made  a  last 
and  final  effort  to  be  free.  My  famous  little 
rod  was  bent  double,  line  and  hook  held  fast.  He 
filled  my  net,  and,  indeed,  cracked  it.  He  was 
safe — I  was  proud,  I  was  satisfied.  The  master 
smiled  when  he  saw  him,  and  remarked  the  best 
way  to  cook  him  was  to  boil  him  and  eat  him  cold 
with  sauce  mayonnaise.  I  had  regarded  him  as  a 
record  fish  for  me — he  looked  so  big  and  fought  so 
well ;  and  I  was  a  little  chagrined  to  find  when  in 
the  scales  that  after  all  this  fuss  his  weight  was 
only  21b.  6oz. 

June  4. — Thunder  and  lightning  all  night — a 
little  rain.  At  the  end  of  our  lawn  is  a  little 
coppice — a  kind  of  maze  of  zig-zag  paths  and 
cosy  nooks,  where  lovers  like  to  hide  themselves 
— and  at  the  end  of  this  maze  the  river  has  a  tiny 
weir  or  waterfall  of  about  six  inches,  the  water 
falling  into  a  rather  deep  pool ;  and  this  pool,  we 
discovered,  was  the  resort  of  the  patriarchs  of  the 
trout  family.  There  we  found  them  looking  out  for 
whatever  may  float  over  the  weir  of  an  attractive 
character. 

No  May  Fly  has  yet  made  its  appearance,  but  I 
put  on  a  small  stiff-winged  grey  May  Fly,  as  a 
trial — it  goes  by  the  name  of  "  The  Kennet."  It 
was  well  received  as  it  floated  lightly  over  the 
fall ;  evidently  it  was  expected,  and  there  was 
commotion  among  the  big  ones — as  may  be  guessed, 
a  big  rainbow  was  first  in  the  field ;  he  made  the 
dash  at  his  full  speed,  while  others  were  only 
taking  time  to  think  about  it ;  of  course  he  won 
the  prize,  and  he  didn't  seem  to  like  it,  but  he 
fought  splendidly,  and  he  weighed  1  lb.  7ioz. 

Luckily  for  me,  and  unfortunately  for  the  fish, 
the  master  had  accompanied  me,  for  just  there  the 
bank  is  very  steep,  and  not  being  so  nimble  as  I 
once  was,  there  was  quite  a  chance  of  my  toppling 
over  into  the  water ;  but  the  master,  with  his 


youth  f  ul  activity,  by  getting  on  h  is  knees  and  stretch  - 
ing  downwards,  soon  got  him  into  the  net  not, 
however,  without  considerable  risk  to  himself. 

Not  long  afterwards  an  old-fashioned  Chess  trout, 
one  of  the  ancient  family,  of  a  yellowish  body  but 
beautifully  speckled  all  over  back  and  sides,  envi- 
ous of  the  fate  of  the  gay  new  comer  of  rainbow 
tints,  desired  also  to  taste  my  Kennet ;  after  a 
brilliant  fight,  worthy  of  his  ancestors,  he  sub- 
mitted to  his  destiny,  and  will  shortly  be  eaten 
cold  ;  his  weight  was  1  lb.  8oz. 

Impossible  to  fish  in  this  broiling  sun,  I  will 
recline  on  yonder  bench  under  the  old  yew,  and 
survey  the  gorgeous  scene  around  me.  I  am  not 
going  to  spoil  it  by  an  attempt  to  paint  it  in  words. 
See  yonder  little  wagtail — be  quiet,  Bobs;  take 
your  nose  away.    I'm  off  to  the  land  of  dreams  ! 

Now  comes  tea  on  the  lawn,  to  rouse  me  out  of 
a  pleasant  dream  about  big  rainbows  and  natives, 
and  now,  almost  without  warning,  comes  a  strong, 
cold  N.E.  wind.  Thunder  still  rumbling  in  the 
distance.    No  more  rise.    No  more  fishing  to-day. 

June  5. — Helas,  my  last  day  1  The  master  had 
gone  to  town,  and  I  was  left  to  my  own  devices. 
I  strolled  down  the  river,  rod  in  hand.  Wind, 
cool  from  north,  no  rise  ;  sat  down  by  the  pool ;  saw 
two  or  three  Chess  trout  beginning  to  move  about 
languidly  as  if  they  would  not  mind  taking  some- 
thing if  it  dropped  into  their  mouths.  I  put  on  a 
May  Fly  called  the  Rosebery.  One  of  the  Chess 
fellows,  after  dodging  round  it  for  a  bit,  took  it 
just  gingerly  between  his  lips,  and  before  I  could 
strike  he  spat  it  out.  I  allowed  him  time  for 
thought.  He  said  to  himself,  "  Sorry  I  didn't 
hold  on."  I  could  read  his  thoughts,  for  he  looked 
hungry,  and  began  to  lash  about  with  his  tail,  stiU 
with  his  eye  on  my  "Lord  Rosebery."  I  gave 
him  another  chance,  and  he  greedily  seized  it.  I 
am  pretty  sure  he  was  the  same  pompous  fellow  I 
had  stoned  yesterday.  I  was  disappointed  in  this 
fish.  He  caved  in  too  easily  ;  he  was  a  coward  in 
his  heart,  as  many  of  your  boastful,  blustering 
fellows  are ;  there  seemed  to  be  no  fight  in  hhn. 
He  came  to  bank,  and  submitted  to  his  fate  like  a 
stupid  chub.  He  must  have  been  in  a  sort  of 
trance.  Ten  minutes  or  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after 
I  thought  I  had  killed  him — I  took  him  home  and 
put  him^on  the  scales  to  be  weighed — he  suddenly 
woke  up  and  jumped  off  the  scales  on  our  house- 
maid's toes.  Instead  of  weighing  81b.,  as  the 
old  gardener  said  he  would,  he  barelj-  turned 
the  scales  at  21b.  I  He  was  a  remarkably  hand- 
some fish ;  but  when  |I  examined  his  flesh  he 
seemed  a  bit  flabby — a  melancholy  sort  of  fish, 
disappointed  in  love  perhaps. 

It  is  now  only  eleven  o'clock.  I  must  try  for  a 
bigger  and  a  better  one.  I  have  grown  rather 
inclined  to  despise  the  smaller  fry  ;  half-pounders 
have  no  longer  much  attraction  for  me.  I  have 
observed  in  this  transparent  water  that  there  be 
diversities  of  temper  and  disposition  among  trout. 
Some  are  aristocratic,  autocratic,  and  pugnacious ; 
some  are  of  a  jolly  sort,  frei  and  easy,  but  will 
7ir>t  submit  to  be  put  upon — they  maintain  their 
ground ;  others  are  cowards  and  slink  away  at  the 
least  threat.  I  want  only  one  more  good  fight 
with  a  big  one  like  the  Yankee  rainbow  I  had 
yesterday ;  then  I  say  again,  7i('las  !  and  I  must 
be  gone.  I  am  sorry  to  say  the  big  rainbow 
I  had  my  eye  -upon  kept  his  eye  on  me, 
and  would  not  be  betrayed.  Instead,  I  got  a 
despised  half-pounder  that  fought  a  brilliant  fight 
before  he  came  in  to  be  packed  in  nettles  with  the 
big  one.  Nettles,  the  blaster  tells  me,  are  the  very 
best  things  to  put  round  the  fish  when  you  consign 
him  to  your  basket  or  pack  him  up  to  send  to  your 
friends.  Of  course,  when  I  caught  my  big  trout,  I 
remembered  the  master's  advice ;  also,  unhappily 
for  me,  I  remembered  and  believed  the  old  <iuota- 
tion  — 

"  Tender-handed  stroke  a  nettle. 

It  will  sting  you  for  your  pains ; 
Grasp  it  like  a  man  of  mettle. 
And  it  soft  as  silk  remains." 

Accordingly,  full  of  excitement,  I  plunged  my  hand 
into  a  great  bunch  of  young  nettles  and  grasped 
them  "  like  a  man  of  mettle,"  and  I  regretted  it 
for  many  hours  afterwards.  My  fingers  and  the 
palm  of  my  hand  tingled  most  disagreeably  all 
through  the  night.  No  longer  will  I  put  any  faith 
in  those  often-quoted  lines.  Let  those  who  still 
believe  in  the  truth  of  them  put  their  faith  to  the 
test  as  I  did.  The  next  time  I  have  to  gather 
nettles  I  will  do  as  our  housekeeper  did  "when  she 
packed  our  fish — she  put  gloves  on. 
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A  STEP  FOEWAKD. 


Time  brings  about  changes.  It  also  gets  rid  of 
prejudices. 

May  I  recall  the  story  of  the  worthy  but  narrow- 
minded  old  Scotswoman  who  had  never  travelled 
further  than  her  ain  wee  kii'k  (situated  in  the  back 
o'  beyond)  "  a'  her  days "  starting  at  the  bare 
mention  of  the  term  "  a  catholic,"  and  saying,  in  a 
kind  of  awed  whisper,  "I'm  tell't  that  thae  Caw- 
tholics  are  awfu'  green  an'  yellow-lookin'  " — and 
how  it  amused  me  at  the  time. 

But,  even  in  angling  matters,  what  changes  we 
live  to  see,  and  what  prejudices  wo  learn  to  over- 
come ! 

Our  forefathers,  'who  fished  with  the  artificial 
fly,  before  silkwoi-m  gut  was  even  thought  of, 
dressed  theu-  ponderous-looking  imitations  upon 
three  or  four  horsehairs,  twisted  together  by  hand, 
their  casting-lines,  or  "  collars,"  being  of  similar 
construction,  but  even  stronger,  occasionally. 
Reel  lines  were  likewise  made  of  twisted  horsehair, 
and  wonderfully  strong  and  elast'c  they  were,  too. 

But  the  age  of  progress  has  been  at  work,  and 
silkworm  gut  has  worked  a  revolution.  For  many 
years  I  was  contented  to  use  the  finest  whole  gut, 
till  I  learned  the  value  of  thin,  transparent  drawn 
gut.  And  now  the  cult  of  the  dry-fly  is  creeping 
northward,  and  one  hears  of  men  who  have  never 
fished  in  England  for  an  hour ;  using  the  dry-fly, 
and  using  it  to  some  purpose,  too. 

All  this  is  food  for  reflection.  Of  course,  there  is 
apt  to  be  a  little  tendency  towards  exaggeration, 
and  one  can  understand  a  brither  Scot — in  the  first 
flush  of  enthusiasm — exclaiming,  "  Eh,  man  !  it's 
just  a  wunnerfu'  t'ling  to  see  the  Tweed  troot 
comin'  up  to  the  dry-flee.  I  got  twenty  troots 
the  first  day  I  tried  it,  an'  every  troot  was  twa 
pun'  wecht.  If  ye  dinna  believe  me,  ask  Geordie 
Gray,"  which  is  very  convincing,  of  com'se,  to  all 
but  infidels — like  the  writer  of  this  paper. 

In  my  little  work,  "  Wet-Fly  Fishing,"  I  endea- 
voured to  show  that  I  was  not  prejudiced  against 
the  dry-fly,  and  the  Editor  of  this  jouma],  my 
friend  R.  B.  Marston,  wrote  a  kindly  letter  which 
was  incorporated  with  the  book  itself,  and  appeared 
immediately  after  the  introductory  chapter,  at 
pages  8,  9,  and  10.  In  this,  Mr.  Marston  declares 
that  he — like  myself — began  as  a  wet-fly  fisherman, 
and  afterwards  took  to  the  dry-fly  style  as  well 
(which  is  more  than  I  have  ever  done — au  sirieux). 
"  What  I  cannot  for  the  life  of  me  see  is  "  (he 
further  remarks)  "  why  one  angler  should  not  adopt 
both  styles,  as  I,  and  many  others,  do,"  and  I  agree 
with  his  feeling.  But  there  are  the  dry-fly  purists, 
Marriott  was  one  of  them,  and  he  would  not 
"  chuck  "  unless  over  a  rising  trout,  and  always 
"  floated  "  his  fly  ;  but  then  Marriott  was  a  kind  of 
king  amongst  the  disciples  of  that  school — and  a 
man  in  a  thousand,  a  leader  whose  word  was  law. 

(7»learning  is  a  vital  part  of  the  learning  of 
every  man,  so  here  am  I,  an  old  Scottish  fisherman, 
and  an  ardent  believer  in  wet-fly  fishing  when 
thoroughly  studied,  and  faithfully  and  intelUgently 
practised,  ready  not  only  to  say  a  good  word  for 
the  dry-fly  as  apphed  to  Scottish  streams,  but 
adding  a  word  of  welcome  and  encouragement  to 
those  who  are  giving  the  system  a  fair  trial  in 
Scotland.  I  remember  the  day  when  we  used  to 
think  patronisingly  of  the  English  fishermen  who 
tried  to  outwit  the  wily  trout  of  the  Tweed  and 
Border  streams  generally.  Looking  back  at  that 
time  (half  a  century  and  more  now),  it  seems  to 
me  that  our  prejudices  were  not  altogether  un- 
warranted ;  so  I  suppose  that  they  were  "  awfu' 
green  and  yellow-lookin'." 

From  the  mist  of  years  rises  up  an  old  story — ■ 
retold  how  often  since  then,  who  shall  say  ?  The 
"  English  bodie  "  (perhaps  it  was  only  "  an  Edin- 
burgh gentleman  "  ?)  had  been  spending  his  holiday 
on  Tweedside,  and,  meeting  an  old  fisherman  (a 
kindly  Scot  whose  "  creel  was  fu'  tae  the  lid  "), 
had  aired  his  grievances  and  asked  the  old  fisher 
what  he  advised  him  to  do.  "  Ye'll  be  a  stranger 
in  thae  pairts,  I'm  thinkin'  ?  "  "  Yes,  I  am, 
indeed !  "  "  Then  hoo  the  diel  d'ye  expect  to 
catch  the  troots  ?  Sit  doon,  man,  on  the  bank, 
till  ye  fa'  acquent,  and  syne  you  and  the  troots 
will  get  on  a'  richt  "  ! 

Beneath  this  kindly  jest  there  lay  a  layer  of 
ti-uth.  For  he  who  would  be  a  successful  wet-fly 
fisher  must  be  familiar  with  our  rivers  and  study 
the  habits  of  their  trout,  with  whom  he  must,  in 
fact,  "  fa'  acquent "  ere  he  can  hope  to  succeed. 


Watercraft  cannot  be  learned  by  merely  reading 
books  on  angling,  far  legs  by  strolling  along  Picca- 
dilly or  Prince's-street,  in  patent  leather  boots. 
You  must  "  get  in  amongst  them,"  and  learn  to 
understand  the  lives  they  lead,  the  places  they 
inhabit,  the  food  they  live  upon,  the  effect  of 
season  on  theh  habitat,  in  pool  or  stream,  and  a 
host  of  other  thmgs  of  equal  if  indefinable  interest, 
including  instinct.  The  purely  dry-fly  fisherman 
does  not  requii'e  such  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
unseen.  His  eye  searches  more  the  mere  surface 
of  the  river,  and,  having  discovered  what  fly  is 
"  up,"  he  seeks  for  a  rising  trout  worthy  of  his 
attention,  and  proceeds  to  stalk  him  with  all  the 
wiles  of  a  Red  Indian.  "  Birnam  Wood  is  marching 
to  Dunsinane,"  and  it  is  not  "  Blue  bonnets  over 
the  Border  "  this  time,  but  a  raid  from  the  southern 
side  of  the  Border  which  "  comes  marching  on." 

Let  me,  as  an  old  wet-fly  fisher,  venture  to  bid 
these  southern  dry-fly  fisheimen  a  very  hearty  and 
well-deserved  welcome.  They  have  something  to 
learn,  for  all  their  cleverness.  But,  as  a  rule,  they 
fish  fairly,  and  deserve,  I  think,  the  name  of  good 
sportsmen. 

Their  cult  is  full  of  fascination.  Then,  it  is  a 
novelty  which  is  in  itself  a  charm  to  the  Scottish 
angler  who  falls  under  its  subtle  influence.  Let  me 
point  out  a  few  points  in  its  favour,  as  a  method  of 
captui'ing  the  trout  in  our  Scottish  streams. 

In  the  fu-st  place,  dry-fly  fishers  avoid  under- 
sized trout,  a  thing  which  certainly  some  of  our 
wet-fly  fishers  might  well  imitate.  They  seek  out 
the  larger  trout,  and  are  rather  given  to  count  their 
spoil  by  the  brace.  There  is  in  all  this  much  that 
is  surely  on  the  right  side  ? 

Just  for  a  moment,  permit  me  to  draw  the 
reader's  attention  to  the  sort  of  fisliing  which  half 
a  century  ago  was  considered  worthy  of  publication, 
even  in  a  work  on  angUng. 

"  Hints  to  Anglers,"  by  Adam  Dryden.  Now, 
I  remember  Dryden,  and  his  small  shop  in  Edin- 
burgh. He  was  a  professional  angler,  and  a  very 
sldlful  one.  Also  he  was  a  poor  man,  and  sold  his 
trout  openly. 

His  work,  a  very  small  one,  but  holding  in  its 
narrow  compass  many  valuable  hints,  was  pub- 
hshod  by  Adam  and  Charles  Black  in  1802. 

He  chiefly  fished  the  Gala  and  the  Leader,  as 
well  as  theh  parent  river,  the  Tweed.  To  realise 
his  small  average,  and  the  injury  such  fishiag  is 
bomid  to  do  in  time,  let  me  copy  his  own  figures 
for  the  year  1858.  I  shall  merely  give  his  totals 
for  each  of  foui'  months  in  1858 : — March,  total, 
55  dozen,  851b.  ;  April  (in  twenty  days),  99|  dozen, 
2131b.  ;  May  (in  twenty-two  days),  156J  dozen, 
324|lb.  ;  Jime  (in  nine  days),  67  dozen,  1771b. 

Now  what  streams  could  stand  this  drain, 
especially  where  free  fishing  (open  to  all)  was 
the  iTile  in  these  "  good  old  days  "  ?  It  still  holds 
good,  generally  speaking,  tlu-ough  the  south  of 
Scotland. 

Surely  the  time  has  come  to  check  these  "  pot 
hunters  "  by  placing  wise  restrictions  on  the  sale  of 
trout.  And  it  naturally  loads  us  to  welcome  a  class 
of  anglers  who  fish  in  a  sportsmanlike  manner — 
who  "  go  for  "  the  larger-sized  trout — -who  return 
all  undersized  fish,  and  the  method  of  whose  fishing 
is  beautiful  and  above  reproach.  By  all  means  let 
our  young  Scots  anglers  take  up  the  cult  of  the  dry- 
fly.  It  will  be  a  charming  and  interesting  addition 
to  their  other  sources  of  knowledge  and  information. 

Let  there  be  no  mistake,  however,  as  to  my  own 
attitude,  as  a  wet-fly  fisherman,  towards  an  inno- 
vation which  is  slowly  but  surely  coming  to  stay — 
and,  in  a  measure,  has  come  already — to  Scotland. 
I  aver  that  the  best  and  most  intelligent  class  of 
wet-fiy  fishermen  can  meet  the  best  dry-fly  fishermen 
on  terms  of  equality.  It  is  only  where  the  wet-fly  is 
clumsily  handled  and  feebly  interpreted  that  the 
expert  of  the  dry-fly  has  any  claim  to  pose  as  a  very 
superior  person.  I,  however,  make  a  distinction.  My 
remarks  only  apply  to  Scottish  streams,  and  not  to 
the  Test,  Itchen,  etc.,  where  the  wet-fly  (save  on  rare 
occasions)  is  hopelessly  out  of  it.  This  only  serves 
to  show  what  the  dry-fly  can  do  in  the  production 
of  a  race  of  trout  so  highly  "  educated  "  as  those  in 
the  aforesaid  two  rivers,  as  well  as  in  many  others 
(in  England),  where  dry-fly  fishing  is  de  rigueur. 

Of  course,  I  do  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that 
between  the  English  streams  I  allude  to  and  our  own 
Scottish  rivers  there  is  not  much  in  common.  They 
hold  a  better  class  of  trout,  and  the  natural  food 
supply  (such  an  all-important  factor)  is  infinitely 
suxJeiior  to  that  of  the  average  Scottish  trout  stream. 


Notwithstanding  all  this,  it  has  been  found  that 
the  Tweed  trout  (and  those  of  its  tributary  streams, 
doubtless,  to  a  lessor  extent)  are  unable  to  resist  a 
dry-fly,  when  skilfully  placed  in  front  of  their  nebs. 

As  an  instance  of  the  way  in  which  dry-fly  fishing 
is  coming  to  the  front  in  Scotland,  I  pick  up  to-day's 
Daily  Scotsman  (June  1,  1908),  and,  in  its  angling 
rojjorts,  I  read  under  "  The  Tweed  "  : — '  Anglers 
are  now  beginning  to  realise  the  benefits  of  the  (  lose 
^rime  for  Trout  Act,  and  there  is  a  marked  improvis- 
mont  in  the  weight  of  individual  trout  caught  from 
the  Tweed.  .  .  .  Takes  up  to  8lb.  were  got  with 
the  worm.  .  .  .  Some  good-sized  trout  were 
oncreeled,  the  best  being  one  of  2lb.  2oz.,  got  with 
the  di'y-fly,  and  another  of  1  lb.  lOoz."— and  so 
forth.  The  point  of  real  interest  to  me  as  an  old 
fisherman,  wlio  has  outlived  all  stupid  prejudices,  is 
tliat  one  hears  of  the  dry-fly  being  used  by  the 
local  fishers,  hard-headed,  practical  anglers  who 
mean  to  catch  trout — and  good  ones,  too.  And  it 
appciirs  to  me  that  this  dry-fly  fishing  on  the  Tweed 
is  a  thing  which  may  yet  have  far-reaching  effects. 
When  trouting  with  the  wet-fly  began  to  "  go  oft," 
the  wet-fly  angler  was  apt  to  turn  his  attention  to 
natural  lures — the  Creeper,  and  its  ^perfect  insect, 
the  Stone  Fly  ;  then  the  clear- water  worm  and  the 
minnow.  Thus  the  streams  soon  get  so  thrashed 
that  clear-water  worm-fishers  find  the  trout  be- 
come so  hook-shy  as  to  be  able  to  take  care  of 
themselves. 

How  nice  it  is,  then,  for  dry-fly  enthusiasts 
to  go  prowling  about  the  pools  undisturbed  by  these 
Creeper  and  clear- water  worm-fishers,  and  set  them- 
selves to  circiunveut  the  larger  trout  which  are  sup- 
posed to  have  become  somewhat  blase  of  the  seduc- 
tive properties  of  a  wet-fly. 

I  often  wonder  if  it  is  indeed  so,  or  if  it  so  happens 
that  when  a  Scotsman  takes  to  the  dry-fly,  he  is  more 
on  his  mettle.  He  fishes  wp  stream  ;  he  uses  but  one 
fly  ;  he  takes  to  using  finer  gut ;  and  he  becomes 
mighty  particular  as  to  tlio  dressing  and  the  choice 
of  his  dry-flies.  Where  this  is  the  angler's  attitude 
towards  the  trout,  careless  and  slovenly  methods 
bcGome  eUminated,  and  ho  deserves  a  measure  of 
success. 

So  far  as  I  can  gather,  the  dry-fly  Tweed  fisher- 
man, while  he  picks  up  a  fine  average  of  trout,  seldom 
makes  such  a  heavy  basket  of  fish  as  does  an  expert 
of  the  wet-fly,  which  leads  me  to  conclude  that  there 
is  ro:)m,  my  friend  of  the  dry-fly,  for  both  thee  and 
me  on  Tweedside.  Alas  !  I  am  shelved — and  I  speak 
only  as  one  of  the  wet-fly  men  who  have  had  their 
day,  but  who  most  cordially  hold  a  hand  out  to 
any  disciple  of  the  dry-fly,  and  wish  him  and  his 
cult  all  tho  success  which  it  deserves  in  Scottish 
waters. 

Wherever  angling  associations  become  centred, 
there,  I  feel  sure,  the  man  who  is  not  only  an  enthu- 
siastic dry-fly  fisherman,  but  who  never  fishes  save 
with  the  artificial  fly,  will  always  find  a  welcome  ! 
Could  it  be  otherwise  ? 

The  future  lies  before  us  all,  and  I,  who  am  now 
in  my  seventieth  year,  and  have  been  compelled  to 
give  up  all  serious  fishing,  seem  to  see  that  the  pros- 
perity of  our  dear  Scottish  rivois  depends  upon  the 
angling  community,  to  a  large  extent. 

I  recognise  only  too  well  tho  political  element 
which  has  to  be  .reckoned  with.  But  for  tliis,  angling 
reforms  in  Scotland  would  doubtless  be  of  easier 
attainment.  On  this  it  would  be  unwise  to  enlarge. 

At  the  risk  of  offending  some  of  my  best  friends, 
and  of  seeming  inconsistent  when  I  recall  my  oato 
past  life  as  an  angler,  I  venture  to  think — nay,  to 
hope — and  to  believe  sincerely  that  a  day  is  coming 
when  the  best  class  of  Scottish  stream-fishermen  will 
restrict  themselves  and  their  angling  clubs  to  tlu; 
artificial  fly.  And  when  it  comes  to  this,  the  disciples 
of  the  dry-fly  will  be  heard  of. 

At  present,  and  for  many  years  to  come,  I  incline 
to  think  that  (throughout  Scotland)  the  wet-fly  still 
will  hold  its  own,  where  it  is  fished  on  proper  prin- 
ciples, and  where  the  same  care  and  attention  are 
bestowed  upon  details  as  are  bestowed  on  any  new- 
tangled  idea,  such  as  dry-fly  fishing  ;  since  it  is  mani- 
festly unfair  and  absurd  for  any  Scots  angler,  who 
has  persistently  fished  the  wet-fly  down  stream,  to 
compare  his  results  when  he  sees  the  error  of  his 
ways,  and  has  at  last  learned  that  the  way  to 
approach  a  trout  is  from  behind,  and  not  from  the 
front ;  and  that  as  much  of  his  success  is  due  to  the 
observance  of  this  rule  as  to  the  dry-fly  which  he  is 
at  present  somewhat  inchnod  to  speak  of  as  a  very 
nice  fellow  spoke  of  trout-fishing,  and  quite  seriously, 
too,  after  the  captme  of  his  first  salmon  on  the 
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Tweed,  thus  :  "  I  have  quite  given  up  trout-fishing 
since  I  became  a  salmon-fisher."  He  had,  in  fact, 
become  "a  superior  person  !  " 

Tnese  airs  of  superiority  are  equally  absurd  in 
both  cases,  since  the  knowledge  of  wet-fly  fishing 
has  a  charm  and  a  range  which  the  man  who  is  "  far 
hen  "  in  all  its  mysteries  will  appreciate  and  pas- 
sionatsly  urge.  In  my  opinion,  a  skilful  trout-angler 
stands  on  a  even  higher  platform  than  that  of  the 
salmon  fisherman,  ttiough,  of  course,  the  salmon- 
fisher  would  be  furious  at  the  insinuation. 

Let  iiho  dry-fly  not  forget  the  excellent  work 
w.iioh  hai  b  >en  done  by  its  ancient  progenitor,  the 
wet-tty.  Let  it  rather  be  proud  of  its  heritage. 
Au  crjnlraire,  ht  not  the  modest  wet-fly,  moving  as 
it  does  just  biniat'i  the  sm'face,  with  its  thin  wings, 
bare  body,  and  soft  hen  hackle  for  legs,  be  needlessly 
jealous  of  the  coxy  little  dry-fly  chappie  sitting  as 
he  does  daintily  on  the  very  surface,  and  tempting 
to  his  doom  the  old  and  foxy  Tweed  trout,  which 
hai  grown  familiar  with  and  tired  of  the  wet-fly 
imposition. 

Aftdr  all,  I  submit  that  it  is  largely  a  matter  of 
cuisine  on  the  part  of  Milady  la  Truite.  She  gets 
blase  -of  having  her  food  always  served  up  in  one 
particulai-  manner,  and,  when  this  occars,  something 
quit}  out  of  her  usual  menu  arrests  her  attention. 
After  a  time,  naturally,  the  novelty  wears  off,  and 
tlien,  on3e  more,  "  Revenons  d  nos  moutons,  milady  !  " 

Perhaps  it  i-i  on  this  principle  that  our  friend  the 
Editor  prefers  to  ring  the  changes  on  wet  and  dry 
alternately.  And  as  no  man  can  well  scold  his  left 
hand  because  it  is  not  his  right,  the  man  who  is  an 
expert  in  both  can  harbour  no  possible  ill-feeling 
towa'ds  either  school;  and  surely  this  should  be  the 
attitude  of  all  who  desire  the  good  of  those  who 
fish  fairly  with  the  trout  fly  in  our  Scottish  waters, 
whether  they  be  wet  or  dry  fly  fishers,  or  the  able 
exponents  of  both  systems.  E.  M.  Tod. 


EECORD  BROKEN  IN  FLY- 
CASTING  TOURNEY. 

Three  world's  records  are  claimed  by  the 
members  of  the  Anglers'  Club  of  New  York  in  their 
third  annual  fly  and  bait  casting  tournament  held 
last  week.  Weather  conditions  were  not  at  all 
conducive  to  unusual  casting,  variable  winds  affect- 
ing the  flight  of  the  lines,  but  this  did  not  prevent 
Dr.  R.  Jolmson  Held  from  surpassing  anything 
that  ha«  ever  been  done  so  far  as  is  known  in  bait 
casting  for  distance  with  a  \oz.  bait. 

At  his  first  cast  he  covered  a  distance  of  141ft., 
at  his  second  150ft.,  and  his  last  of  the  five  tests 
netted  him  161ft.  The  previous  American  record 
for  amateurs  was  131ft.  6in.,  made  outdoors,  and 
137ft.  for  professionals,  made  indoors.  Dr.  Held 
was  not  the  only  one  to  eclipse  these  records, 
Ed.  Rice  making  a  cast  of  142ft.  on  his  second 
attempt. 

The  salmon  fly  casting  for  distance,  open  to 
amateurs  and  professionals,  resulted  in  some  excel- 
lent performances.  Among  the  competitors  was 
W.  M.  Plevins,  of  Northamptonshire,  England,  who 
came  to  New  York  especially  to  take  part  in  the 
tournament.  The  Briton  will  carry  home  with  him 
the  title  of  amateur  champion  of  the  world  with  a 
"iahnon  rod  15ft.  long,  for  his  best  cast  was  129ft., 
supplanting  the  old  record  of  120ft. 

The  professional  record  with  the  same  length  of 
rod  was  also  increased  to  140ft.  by  E.  J.  Mills,  the 
old  mark  being  124ft.  8in.,  made  by  John  Enright 
of  Ireland. — San  Francisco  Bulletin,  May  20. 


THAMES  COARSE  EISHING. 
THE  OPENING  SEASON. 
By  F.  H.  Amphiett. 


On  Tuesday  (June  16)  the  general  coarse-fishing 
season  opens,  and  those  Thames  anglers  who  do  not 
indulge  in  trouting  will  once  again  be  able  to  enjoy 
sport  on  the  river.  There  is  every  prospect  of  an 
improvement  in  the  fishing  as  the  heavy  floods 
experienced  in  June  are  reported  to  have  brought 
many  fish  down  from  the  upper  reaches.  Trae,  a  vast 
amount  of  spawn  was  sacrificed,  but  the  effect  of 
this  will  not  be  felt  for  some  considerable  time. 
Sport  on  the  opening  day  has  invariably  proved  pre- 
carious, many  fish  being  caught  in  some  sections, 
whilst  other  parts  have  almost  proved  a  blank. 
Barbel,  chub,  and  bream  are  undoubtedly  the  best 
to  try  for  during  the  first  week.  The  be.st  chub  will 
be  secured  at  the  weirs  by  using  a  Uve  bleak,  much 


in  the  same  manner  as  when  trout-fishuig.  •  I  have 
seen  anglers  have  their  live-baits  cut  in  half  by  large 
chub  when  fishing  in  this  way  ;  but  fair-sized  chub 
can  bo  had  in  any  weir  stream  by  ledgermg  with 
shrimps.  The  bullet  must  be  a  light  one,  and  cast 
in  the  fast  water,  say,  just  on  the  rise  of  the  bottom 
at  the  end  of  the  weir-pool,  or  below  on  the  level. 
Two  hooks  can  be  used,  one  being  half  a  yard  below 
the  other.  Chub  will  also  take  cheese-pasto  freely. 
After  June  weir-stream  fishing  for  chub  falls  oft  till 
later  in  the  year,  except  in  streams  where  deep  water 
at  the  sides  is  overhmig  with  bushes  such  asexi.st  at 
Windsor  and  Old  Windsor.  For  barbel  -fishing  nothing 
is  better  than  worms.  These  fish  prefer  the  natural 
bait  to  greaves  at  the  opening  of  the  season,  and  on 
previously-baited  swims  good  sport  should  be  had 
as  these  fish  are  already  in  good  condition.  They 
feed  well  on  worms,  but  can  get  over-fed  with  this 
bait,  and  will  then  turn  to  cubes  of  mutton,  greaves, 
or  bacon-rind.  Some  of  the  largest  barbel  in  the  river 
have  been  captured  with  the  latter  bait.  But  it  is 
seldom  used,  for  it  is  not  a  bait  which  will  be  fancied 
by  many  fish.  Anglers  who  take  up  a  summer  resi- 
dence on  house-boats  have  often  landed  big  barbel 
on  bacon-rmd,  using  it  on  ledger  tackle,  because  no 
other  bait  is  handy.  Those  who  fi.sh  for  barbel  in  the 
open  reaches  must  bait  a  swim  beforehand,  and 
tiiere  is  just  time  before  the  season  commences  to  do 
this  sufficiently  enough  to  get  a  few  fish  together. 
At  weu-s  a  large  minnow  may  be  taken  by  either 
barbel,  chub,  perch,  or  trout,  and  it  is  a  fact  that 
fish  prefer  natural  baits  dvning  the  first  week  or  two 
of  the  season.  They  have  not  become  re-acquainted 
with  bread,  bran,  meal,  greaves,  etc.  Bream  are 
well  forward,  and  should  be  fished  for  in  water  of 
8ft.  deep,  or  even  deeper.  Just  a  gentle  stream  is 
what  they  Uke  best.  Worms  are  a  good  bait— espe- 
cially small  marsh  worms— and  white  paste  is  also  a 
tempting  attraction.  The  favourite  method  of 
bream-fishing  on  the  Thames  is  ledgering  with  a 
light  bullet,  castuig  well  out  m  deep,  steady  water. 
More  fish  are  usually  had  at  night  or  early  morning, 
before  the  fikn  on  the  water  has  been  broken  by 
either  tugs  or  launches.  I  am  afraid  that  this  year 
anglers  will  find  the  motor-laimches  a  nuisance,  more 
especially  in  the  lower  reaches,  for  they  are  more 
numerous  than  ever,  and  when  the  water  gets  low 
and  clear,  they  will  considerably  interfere  with 
sport.  Ledgering  will  have  to  be  resorted  to  as  the 
float  will  be  ahnost  continuously  on  the  "bob." 
When  float-fishing  for  bream,  which  is  prettier  sport 
than  ledgering,  the  bait  must  he  on  the  bottom,  and 
a  very  good  method  is  to  float-ledger.  If  all  the 
shots  on  the  Ime  are  placed  together,  and  the  float 
is  placed  the  length  from  the  shot  to  the  hook  higher 
up  the  line  after  the  depth  has  been  plumbed  and 
allowed  for,  the  float  will  probably  cock  at  the  right 
ang'.e. 

Roach  are  fished  for  to  a  larger  extent  than  any 
other  fish.  This  is  really  because  they  are  more  pro- 
lific. But  these  fish  are  still  in  a  somewhat  slimy 
condition,  and  should  be  left  to  afford  sport  a  little 
later  in  the  year.  I  think  that  those  anglers  who  fish 
the  river  fairly  often  and  yet  do  not  secure  many 
good  fish  owe  failure  in  this  respect  to  thek  penchant 
for  roach-fishing.  Many  anglers  I  have  met  on  the 
river  tell  me  that  the  fascmation  which  roaching 
has  over  them  is  so  strong  that  they  could  not  pos- 
sibly sit  still  with  a  ledger  and  wait  for  a  "  tug." 
They,  unfortunately,  prefer  the  fme  line,  fine  gut, 
and  well-adjusted  float,  and  to  watch  it  as  it  goes 
gently  downstream  with  the  possibility  of  a  sudden 
quick  dip.  All  their  attention  and  interest  appear 
to  lie  in  this  direction,  and  I  must  confess  that  a 
successful  Thames  roach  angler  is  entertaining  to 
watsh  and  instnictive  at  the  same  time.  They  also 
enjoy  the  sensation  of  landing  some  fish,  whereas  the 
man^with  the  ledger  often  toi's  all  day  and  catches 
httle.  If,  however,  the  fish  are  being  caught  on  ledger 
tackle  they  beat  for  size  those  had  with  the  float. 
There  is  also  one  point  the  fight  ledger  fisher  mu.st 
be  sure  of,  and  that  is  that  the  running  line  is  fine 
and  strong.  A  No.  1  or  No.  2  is  quite  stout  enough 
to  land  a  101b.  barbel  on,  and  yet  I  have  seen  anglers 
ledgering  for  chub  and  barbel  with  dressed  pike 
lines  !  Under  such  circumstances  as  these,  of  course, 
it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  ledgering  has  proved 
a  failure. 

Now,  just  a  few  words  where  to  fish.  This  partially 
depends  upon  the  length  of  the  purse-strings.  Those 
who  have  weu-  permits  vnW  probably  fish  the  weir 
with  which  they  are  most  familiar.  Owing  to  its 
height  Teddington  weir  must  be  fished  by  the 
use  of  boat  or  pimt.  This  weir-stream  holds  a  large 


number  of  fish,  and,  considering  how  much  it  is 
fished,  holds  a  marvellous  record.  Molest'y  Wen- 
should  be  better  this  year,  as  the  biid  effect  of  the 
new  cement  and  fime  used  in  the  repairs  should  now 
have  become  umnaterial.  Shcpperton  Weir  is  good, 
and  the  large  holes  below  should  afford  fair  bream- 
fishing.  Chertsey  weir-stream  affords  chub-ftshing 
under  the  boughs  on  the  left-hand  side  gomg  up 
stream.  Bell  Weh,  at  Egham,  holds  barbel  and 
chub,  but  is  rather  difficult  to  fish  o\vmg  to  the 
obstructions  caused  by  the  old  weu-  and  the  deep 
hole  rising  .suddenly  on  to  a  very  shallow  stretch. 
The  "  Old  Fleet "  is  a  nice  quiet  stretch  of  about 
U  miles,  and  can  be  reached  cither  from  Wraysbury 
or  Datchot.  A  dinghcy  is  the  easiest  to  get  up  the 
wek-stream.  Windsor  weir  is  rather  spoilt  by  the 
bathing-place  being  so  near,  and  it  is  better  to  fish 
the  weir-stream  along  by  the  Eton  playmg-helds 
Boveney  is  one  of  the  old-fashioned  quiet  wens,  and 
usually  fishes  well.  The  open  reaches  I  have  not 
mentioned  because  the  best  places  to  fish  for  barbel 
and  bream  depends  pruicipally  upon  the  baiting. 
Apart  from  this,  fly-fishing  for  chub  on  the  shallows, 
or  whipping  with  gentles,  is  always  responsible  for 
some  fish,  but  as  they  usually  are  small  in  size,  and 
the  majority  have  to  be  returned  owing  to  their 
not  reaching  the  standard  measurement,  I  think 
anglers  will  find  ledgering  or  floating  more  remune- 
rative. • 

PARLIAMENTARY  NOTES. 

USK  FISHERIES.  • 
The  House  of  Commons  Examiner  on  Unopposed 
Bills  had  before  him  on  June  2  a  Bill  to  confirm  a 
provisional  order  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
relating  to  the  Usk  fisheries.  For  the  purposes  of 
the  order  a  Board  of  Conservators  ydW  be  constituted 
under  the  name  of  the  Usk  Board  of  Conservators 
having  a  perpetual  succession.  The  board  will  con- 
sist of  seven  members  appointed  by  each  of  the 
councils  of  the  counties  of  Brecon  and  Monmouth  ; 
sixteen  members  elected  in  a  manner  provided  by 
the  persons  who  are  entitled  to  vote  for  election  of 
members  representative  of  private  fisheries,  and  any 
person  who  is  entered  on  the  register  of  astessments 
as  an  owner  of  a  private  fishery  assessed  for  the 
pui-pose  of  contributions  at  a  total  yearly  value  of 

£150.  ,     ^   ,  , 

The  Standing  Orders  having  been  found  to  be  duly 
comphed  with,  and  proof  of  preamble  given,  the 
Examiner  directed  that  the  Bill  be  sent  for  second 
reading.  

WYE  FISHERIES. 
The  House  of  Commons  Examiner  on  Private 
Bills  had  before  him  on  June  2  a  Bill  to  confirm  a 
provisional  order  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
relating  to  the  River  Wye.  The  Bill  provides  for  the 
constitution  and  incorporation  of  a  Board  of  Conser- 
vators consisting  of  three  members  of  each  of  the 
councils  of  the  counties  of  Brecon,  Gloucester,  Here- 
ford, Monmouth,  and  Radnor,  one  member  each  of 
the  councils  of  Cardigan  and  Montgomery,  and 
twenty  members  representative  of  privaate  fisheries. 
The  Standing  Orders  were  found  to  be  comphed 
with,  and  the  Bill  was  repoi-ted  for  second  reading. 


The  Nokth-Eastebk  Railway  Company  have 
just  issued  a  new  edition  of  their  famous  Angling 
Guide,  devoted  to  sea-fishing  on  the  North-East  Coast, 
and  fresh-water  fishing  in  North-Eastern  England. 
It  is  beautifully  illustrated,  and  gives  very  practical 
hints  upon  "  the  modes  of  fishmg  and  expenses," 
"  the  tackle  "  requued,  "  the  baits  for  use,"  and 
very  valuable  information  respecting  the  coimties 
of  York,  Durham,  Northmnberland,  Cumberland 
and  Westmoreland,  together  xsnth  a  fist  of  100  flies  : 
trout  fUes,  hackled  and  winged,  grayl'ng  fUes, 
floating  flies,  flies  for  the  Cvmiberland  Lakes, 
sahnon  flies,  for  Eden  and  Esk,  and  information 
respecting  tourist  tickets,  week-end  tickets,  ten- 
day  tickets,  circular  and  selected  torn  tickets, 
holiday  contract  tickets,  thousand-mile  tickets,  et<'. 
There  is  also  a  list  of  anghng  stations  on  the  Yore, 
the  Wharfe,  the  Nidd,  the  Swale,  the  Derwent,  the 
WMtadder,  the  Till,  the  Eden,  the  Coquet,  the 
Tees,  and  the  English  Lake  district ;  all  the;  e 
districts  are  deUghtful  to  the  angler,  and  to  those 
also  who  desire  to  see  the  splendours  of  historical, 
geological,  and  botanical  wealth  with  which  they 
abound.  Copies  of  this  most  interesting  brochm-e 
can  be  obtained  and  information  gladly  furnished 
by  sendhig  a  postcard  to  the  Chief  Pas.<enger  Agent, 
North-Eastern  Railway,  York. 
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A  BANK  ANGLER'S  TRAMP  FROM 
READING  TO  STREATLEY. 

By  F.  E.  LoNGLEY. 

To  those  who  have  only  a  day  or  two  to  spare 
now  and  again,  I  conld  hardly  suggest  a  more 
enjoyable  trip  than  that  along  the  towing-path, 
ferrying  when  necessary,  on  that  delightful  stretch 
of  the  Thames  between  Reading  and  Streatley. 
The  walk  itself,  only  eleven  miles,  forms  a  most 
delightful  outing,  the  views  being  "  amongst  the 
loveliest  on  the  Thames,"  while  to  the  angler,  with 


of  "  a  tramp,"  where  sport  may  be  expected  by 
"  the  banker." 

All  the  way  from  the  bridge,  past  "  Battle'Farm," 
and  up  to  "Tilehurst  Station,"  a  sharp  look-out  for 
likely  spots  should  be  kept,  as  there  are  several 
good  roach  swims  in  this  stretch,  especially  opposite 
the  Spring  Ditch  (A)  *  and  the  group  of  the  Fishery 
Islands  (B)  in  front  of  Chase  Farm. 

Reaching  "Tilehurst,"  (2.i)t  we  keep  the  rail 
close  company  to  the  old-established  but  modern- 


of  antiquity."  The  grand  avenue  of  elms,  nearly 
a  mile  long,  is  well  worth  seeing. 

The  river  here  becomes  "broad  and  studded 
with  numerous  islets,  between  which  extends  a 
series  of  weirs  over  which  the  river  tumbles  and 
foams,  adding  life  and  variety  to  the  general  calm- 
ness of  the  scene."    (S.  C.  Hall.) 

Re-crossing  almost  immediately,  just  below  the 
islands,  we  arc  at  Mapledurhain  Lock  (4),  the 
village  of  "  I'urley  "  close  by,  with  its  little  clmrch 


The  Capital  Letters,  A  to  H,  denote 
Ba^ik  Swims  desceibed  in  Text. 

the  opening  of  coarse  fishing  on  June  16,  a  most 
enjoyable  and  sporting  holiday  may  be  confidently 
predicted. 

Taking  an  angler's  privilege  return  ticket  to 
Goring,  we  alight  on  the  outward  journey  at 
Reading,  and  make  for  the  towing-path,*  starting 
our  tramp  from  the  "  Bridge  Hotel,"  f  at  the  head 
of  Caversham  Bridge. 

Of  the  punt-fishing  I  will  not  here  write,  but 
simply  note  (in  the  text  and  on  the  specially-drawn 
sketch-map  here  given),  as  befits  our  designation 

*  The  towing-path  and  ferries  are  shown  on  the 
map  by  the  dotted  line. 

t  Places  on  the  left  going  UP  the  river  are  shown 
between  quotation  marks. 


From  "  The  Thames] 


Neae  Pangbouene. 


[and  its  Story.' 


built  "  Roebuck  Hotel,"  perched  high  on  the  cliff, 
and  affording  extensive  views.  ,Tust  beyond  (3  J) 
we  ferry  across  to  the  pleasant,  picturesque  village 
of  Mapledurham,  "  one  of  the  most  delightful 
places  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames  for  an  artist 
or  holiday-maker,"  with  its  charming  surroundings 
of  hill  and  dale  and  luxuriant  woodland.  Here 
the  very  ancient  and  picturesque  tree-embowered 
church,  the  ancestral  burial-place  of  the  Blounts, 
is  well  worth  a  visit,  and  with  the  Manor  House, 


almost  hidden  among  the  grand  old  trees.  As  we 
round  the  next  bend,  where  there  are  several  good 
roach  swims  (C,  D),  we  see  on  the  opposite  bank,  sur- 
rounded by  grand  woods,  the  noble  Tudor  mansion 
of  Hardwicke  House  (circa  Richard  II.),  which 
suffered  severely  during  the  Civil  Wars,  and  was 
one  of  the  hiding-places  of  Charles  I.  On  the  left, 
we  skirt  the  beautiful  park  encircling  "  Purley 
Hall "  (5.^),  built  by  John  Law,  of  Mississippi 
fame,   and   the   residence   of    Warren  Hastings 


From.  "  The  Thames] 


Steeatley  Beidqe. 


[and  its  Stonj.' 


a  picturesque  Tudor  mansion,  and  the  quaint  old 
Mill,  "  the  finest  situated  on  the  river,"  form 
altogether  a  painter's  paradise.  "  The  house,  the 
seat  of  the  Blount  family  for  nearly  400  years, 
with  its  terrace,  its  yew-tree  hedges,  and  its  sloping 
lawns,  still  preserves  much  of  the  true  old  aroma 

*  The  various  bank  swims  are  shown  on  the  map 
by  capital  letters,  A  to  H  • 

t  The  figures  in  parentheses  denote  miles  from 
Caversham  Bridge. 


during  his  memorable  trial.  The  views  here  are 
glorious. 

Another  mile,  amidst  lovely  scenery,  brings  us 
across  the  pretty  River  Pang,  a  famous  trout 
stream,  noted  for  its  free-biting  and  lively  fish,  with 
the  well-known  angler's  hotels,  the  "  Elephant " 
and  the  "  George," -on  the  west  and  east  banks 
respectively.  A  little  further  on,  noting  Thames 
Bank,  Mr.  Tankerville  Chamberlain's  fine  mansion 
on  the  further  bank,  we  are  at  the  \'illage  and 
station  of  "  Pangbourne "  (6J),  one  of  the  most 
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delightful  spots  on  the  river,  and  a  very  favourite 
resort  of  the  perch  angler.*  The  place  has  greatly 
altered  in  late  years,  having  become,  from  a  sleepy 
but  delightful  little  village,  a  collection  of  charming 
bijou  villus,  with  every  modern  requirement.  The 
ancient  church,  however,  has  not  been  touched, 
and  contains  a  curious  old  monument  and  a  fine 
oak  pulpit,  t 

Having  crossed  the  wooden  toll-bridge,  and  passed 
the  quaint  Bridge  Inn,  into  picturesque  Whitchurch, 
looking  in  at  its  Norman  church,  we  re-cross  to 
the  Pangbourne  side,  and  continue  our  walk  along 
the  towpath.  Soon  we  pass  Whitchurch  Lock, 
and  the  old-fashioned  "  Swan,"  close  to  the  Weir, 
and  a  little  further  (7i)  find  a  good  roach  swim 
(E)i  opposite  the  Ionic  mansion  of  Coombe  Lodge, 
surrounded  by  the  beautifully-wooded  estate  of 
Coombe  Park,  which  bounds  the  river  for  some 
distance  on  the  further  bank. 

We  are  now  at  the  base  of  "  Shooter's  Hill,"  a 
steep  chalk  bluff  rising  direct  from  the  water's 
edge,  and  extending  for  nearly  half  a  mile.  There 
is  another  good  spot  for  roach  just  below  four 
little  islands  (F)  at  the  foot  of  the  fine  demesne, 
about  three  miles  in  circumference,  sui-rounding 
"  Basildon  House,"  which  contains  some  splendid 
old  masters. 

On  the  opposite  bank  stretches  the  extensive 
Hart's  Wood,  a  gi-and  collection  of  beeches,  beauti- 
ful enough  in  summer,  but  in  autiman  gorgeous  in 
their  varied  tints.  Just  above  the  islands  the  river 
makes  a  fine  bend  by  the  sequestered  village  of 
"  Basildon,"  once  a  busy  market  town,  with  some 
old  timbered  houses,  and  an  Early  English  church, 
nestling  snugly  by  the  riverside. 

There  are  some  good  roach  and  perch  here  (Q), 
which  we  do  our  best  to  sample  before  ferrying 
across  (9)  to  Gathampton,  getting  a  fine  view  of 
its  chalk  cliffs  and  beeches,  seen  best  in  a  brilliant 
sunset.  Along  the  bank  up  to  the  Basildon  Railway 
Bridge  are  several  good  spots  for  roach  and  perch 
(H),  and  then,  passing  under  the  line,  we  have  a 
good  view  on  the  opposite  bank  of  "  The  Grotto," 
now  "  Beche  Combe,"  one  of  the  most  attractive 
houses  on  the  river,  its  lawn  sloping  right  down 
to  the  bank. 

Winding  round  a  beautiful  bend,  in  a  little  over 
a  mile  we  pass,  close  to  the  bank,  Goring  Church, 
a  picturesque  Norman  edifice,  with  a  peal  of  bells 
600  years  old,  and  well  worth  a  visit. 

Goring  Bridge  (10^)  is  soon  reached,  and  we  cross 
the  quaint  wooden  structure  to  the  picturesquely- 
situated  "  Swan,"  once  kept  by  the  grandfather  of 
Sir  John  Soane,  and  the  exceedingly  pretty  little 
Norman  village  of  "  Streatley,"  nestlipg  under  the 
chalk  hills  which  rise  abruptly  behind  it.  The 
Norman  church,  where  Chief  Baron  Shepherd  lies, 
is  worth  a  visit,  and  should  time  permit,  a 
walk  along  the  towing-path  to  "  Cleeve,"  about 
half  a  mile  on  the  Streatley  side,  would  afford 
some  good  roach-fishing,  but  that  is  beyond  our 
present  limit.  J 

Returning  to  the  bridge,  and  re-crossing,  we  are 
soon  in  the  ancient  village  of  Goring,  with  its 
embattled  Norman  church  of  St.  Thomas  a'Beckett, 
already  seen,  and  the  ruins  of  an  Augustinian 
nunnery  close  by.  The  Icknield,  one  of  the 
Eojnan  roads,  crossed  the  Thames  by  a  ford  at  this 
point,  and  many  Roman  remains  have  been  found, 
while  the  Goring  Spring  was  celebrated  for  the 
cure  of  scorbutic  complaints  as  late  as  1724. 


*  The  presentments  here  given  of  Pangbourne  and 
Streatley  are  reprinted  by  permission  from  the  hand- 
some and  interesting  voJume,  "  The  Thames  and  its 
Story"  (Cassell,  6s.),  with  nearly  400  pages,  96  illus- 
irations,  and  many  very  useful  and  clearly-printed 
sectional  maps. 

t  In  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Pangbourne  are 
several  charming  points  of  interest,  including  Bere 
Court,  with  its  splendid  elm  avenue  and  fine  views ; 
Tidmarsh,  with  its  ancient  church ;  Sulham,  and  its 
chestnut  avenue  ;  Purley  Hall,  already  noted  ;  Engle- 
field  House,  and  the  adjacent  battlefield  and  model 
village;  Silchester,  the  Pompeii  of  England;  Afton 
Court,  a  fine  gabled  Tudor  mansion  ;  and  many  others. 
Visitors  requiring  accommodation  in  Pangbourne 
during  the  "  season  "  would  do  well  to  make  arrange- 
ments several  days  in  advance. 

I  The  views  from  the  hills  around  Streatley  are 
very  lovely,  and  three  miles  away,  across  the  downs, 
at  Aldworth,  is  a  fine  Norman  church,  with  some 
grand  yews,  1000  years  old,  and  a  number  of  very 
remarkable  and  ancient  monuments  of  the  De  la 
Beche  family.  Beche  Castle  was  once  close  by,  a 
farmhouse  now  occupying  its  site. 


THE  KIVEE  WANDLE 

THEEATENED  AGAIN. 


The  following  extracts  are  from  an  interesting 
article  in  the  Daily  News.  I  think  that  it  must  be 
a  mistake  as  regards  Walton  having  referred  to 
the  trout  of  the  Wandle  as  "  marked  with  marble 
spots  like  a  tortoise."  I  do  not  remember  that 
Walton  ever  refers  to  the  Wandle.  When  I  first 
knew  the  river,  in  the  sixties,  it  was  deliciously  clear, 
with  a  lovely  golden  gravel,  with  trout  on  almost 
every  yard,  of  it— lovely  fish  up  to  31b.  or  41b.  in 
the  mill  heads.  It  makes  one  sad  to  look  at  or 
even  think  of  the  Wandle  and  what  the  march  of 
modern  science  has  dono  for  it — the  spring  head 
water  abstracted  largely  and  the  rest  mixed  with 
the  sewage  of  over  one  hundred  thousand  people, 
probably  nearer  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  ! 
Matthew  Arnold  might  well  call  out  for  sweetness 
and  hght!— R.  B.  M. 

"  That  great  river  Wandle — the  blue  trans- 
parent Vandalis '  of  Pope — the  stream  where  old 
Izaak  fished  for  trout  '  marked  with  marble  spots 
like  a  tortoise  ' — the  river  which,  even  now,  is  the 
most  perfect  epitome  in  beauty  and  in  filth  of  big 
brother  Thames — may  be  doomed.  Its  fate  hangs 
upon  a  mere  hundi-ed  or  two  of  votes.  It  can  be 
killed  or  kept  alive,  just  as  Parliament  chooses 
when  the  River  Wandle  Protection  Bill  comes  before 
our  Legislature  in  the  course  of  the  present  year. 

"  At  the  source  of  the  trouble,  in  a  double  sense, 
sits  the  Croydon  Corporation,  which,  in  a  laudable 
anxiety  for  pure  water,  desires  to  '  sink  wells  and 
tap  the  sources  which  supply  the  water  to  the 
river.'  I  quote  from  the  prosaic  report  of  the 
Wandsworth  Borough  Coimcil.  '  Already  the  Croy- 
don Corporation  has  a  well  at  Waddon,  near  the 
springs  which  form,  with  those  at  Waddon  Park 
and  Carshalton,  the  head  waters  of  the  Wandle. 
This  welt  has  been  sunk  to  a  depth  of  over  200ft., 
and  for  some  time  past  a  considerable  quantity  of 
water  has  been  pumped  from  it,  and  the  Croydon 
authority  wants  to  increase  this  quantity  greatly. 
Pmnping  operations  have  in  recent  years  greatly 
reduced  the  flow  of  the  river,  and  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  stream  receives  the  effluent  from 
several  sewage  farms,  it  is  essential  that,  for  the 
health  of  the  district,  the  proportion  of  pure  water 
to  sewage  effluent  should  not  be  further  reduced.' 

"  Such  talk  of  sewage  in  relation  to  the  plucky 
little  Wandle  (it  is  but  eight  miles  long,  though 
North  Surrey's  noblest  river  is,  of  course,  only 
Wandsworth's  way).  Wandsworth  knows  the 
Wandle  as  a  sickly  stream,  sage-green  and  sluggish, 
soiled  by  a  dozen  factories,  and  sometimes  smelling 
vilely.  But  go  to  Carshalton  or  Waddon,  Bed- 
dington  or  Hackbridge — go  even  to  envious  Croydon, 
where  the  Wandle  is  born  in  a  garden  near  HaUng — 
and  they  will  not  mention  sewage. 

'  The  Wandle's  the  river  that  hereabout  rises. 
Its  wonderful  clearness  the  stranger  surprises,' 

wrote  a  Carshalton  poet  not  so  very  many  years 
ago.  With  great  luck  you  may  even  catch  trout 
in  certain  preserved  reaches  hereabouts,  though  I 
doubt  if  Mr.  Alfred  Smee,  F.R.S.,  could  have 
written  to-day  as  he  did  in  1872,  '  Through  my 
garden  a  beautiful  and  celebrated  trout  stream  runs, 
called  the  river  Wandle.'  Nor  have  I  heard  of  the 
catching  of  any  of  Cotton's  '  tortoise  '  trout  of  late. 

"  The  Wandle  has  worked  for  its  living  ;  has  been 
for  many  years  the  most  hardworking  river  for  its 
size  in  the  world.  According  to  Malcolm's  '  Com- 
pendium of  Modern  Husbandry,'  it  supported  in 
the  year  1805  (before  the  days  of  steam  power) : — 

"  12  calico  printing  works. 
"  9  flour  mills. 
"  5  snuff  mills. 
"  3  bleaching  grounds. 
"  5  oil  mills. 
"  2  dyeing  works,  and 

"  A  paper  mill,  a  skinning  mill,  a  logwood  mill, 
a  copper  works,  an  iron  works,  a  porter 
brewery. 

"  Forty -two  factories  on  less  than  eight  miles  of 
river !  When  all  the  mills  were  in  full  work  they 
employed  3000  hands.  One  of  the  flour  mills  (at 
Merton)  is  said  to  have  been  the  most  complete,  and 
one  of  the  bleaching  gromds  the  largest,  in  the 
kingdom.    Sic  transit    .    .    .  ! 

"  But  the  Wandle  is  still  a  force  and  a  treasure. 
Ifmay  be  neither  quite  so  beautiful  nor  quite  so 
useful  as  a  hundred  years  ago,  yet  the  man  who  has 


stood  on  the  bridge  at  Carshalton  and  watched  the 
crystal  waters  slip  past  the  arches  to  spread  below 
into  cahn  pools  or  soak  silently  through  broad  beds 
of  cress,  or  who  from  the  bridge  in  Wandsworth 
High-street  has  watched  the  stained  and  sullen 
current  glide  slothfuUy  towards  tho  Tliamos,  must 
believe  that  the  River  Wandle  has  .still  a  place  in 
tho  world." 


"  THE    LAST    OE  PAGHAM 
HARBOUE." 

Wk  sailed  from  Cowes  with  a  fair  wind ;  the  wind 
nearly  always  blows  west  in  Sussex.  Look  at  the 
trees  1  We  anchored  for  the  night  at  the  end  of 
Selsea  Bill,  among  the  crab  and  lobster  boats  that 
fish  off  the  Owers  lightship.  Next  morning  we  took 
the  seine  boat  (with  my  largest  seine  in  it)  and  hauled 
it  with  much  labour  over  the  Long  Beach  into  all 
that  is  now  left  of  Pagham  Harbour— that  is,  into 
that  part  of  it  between  the  big  dam  and  the  Long 
Beach.  We  had  obtained  the  necessary  permission 
from  the  Chairman  of  the  Pagham  Harbour 
Reclamation  Company.  Formerly,  no  permission 
was  necessary,  the  sea  flowed  and  ebbed  for  miles 
up  to  Siddleshara,  half-way  to  Chichester,  the  spire 
of  whose  cathedral  is  the  most  conspicuous  mark 
for  cross-bearings  off  the  South  Coast.  It  was 
within  sight  of  it  that  my  father  and  mother  were 
married  at  Pagham  Church  in  1855.  Ships  could 
then  enter  the  harbour,  and  I  have  shot  and  fished 
there  ever  since  I  was  a  child. 

Our  first  hauls  with  the  seine  produced  only 
numbers  of  large  black  flounders.  At  last,  just 
opposite  Pagham  Church,  we  saw  a  lot  of  cows 
standing  in  the  water  up  to  their  bellies,  and 
among,  and  beyond  them,  a  huge  shoal  of  large 
grey  mullet  swimming  lazily  about  with  their 
backs  and  tails  out  of  the  water.  There  was  no 
tide — it  was  child's  play — the  big  seine  was 
shot  roimd  them,  very  few  escaped,  those  that 
did  so,  jumped  over  the  net;  still,  we  had 
an  enormous  haul,  which  I  estimate  at  nearly 
a  ton.  But  as  I  never  give  the  weights  of  fish 
captured,  unless  I  have  weighed  them,  perhaps  I 
had  better  only  say,  we  had  a  splendid  hard.  Many 
of  the  fish  were  four  pounds  weight,  the  majority 
about  two  pounds  each,  fine  fat  fish  in  splendid 
condition. 

Our  remaining  hauls  produced  only  flounders, 
and  smelling  mud.  In  that  one  haul  I  think  we 
got  the  lot.  We  carried  the  wet  seine  net,  which, 
of  course,  was  very  heavy,  the  fish,  and  the 
boat,  separately,  back  over  the  Long  Beach.  What 
a  beautiful  beach  it  is  1  Almost  tropical  in  its 
appearance  !  In  days  gone  by  many  a  good  day's 
seining  have  I  enjoyed  on  it,  and  many  a  splendid 
grey  mullet,  and  brazen  (black  bream)  have  I  netted 
there ;  and  many  a  rare  wild  bird  have  I  shot  on 
it.  Out  on  the  Poles,  where  formerly  stood  "  The 
Park  "  of  the  Bishop  of  Chichester,  is  a  grand  place 
for  codling  and  whiting,  in  the  autumn  :  they  are 
caught  on  trots  baited  with  whelks. 

Selsea  Bill  lies  in  the  line  of  flight  of  the  bu-d 
migration,  and  even  now  many  wildfowl  are  to  be 
found  there.  I  well  remember  my  last  shot  there, 
just  after  the  harbour  was  stopped,  a  right  and  left 
at  two  godwits  (bar-tailed).  I  have  only  shot  one 
black-tailed  godwit  in  my  life,  at  flight,  in  Christ- 
church  Harbour,  near  Bournemouth,  in  Hampshire. 
The  lines  of  Lord  Tennyson  recur  to  me  : 
"  Like  Wild  Birds,  that  change  their  .season,  in  the 
night,  and  wail  their  way  from  cloud  to  cloud  ; 
the  dream  passed  .  .  .  ."  etc. 

Often  I  have  lain  awake  in  London  and  heard  the 
cm-lews'  wail  as  they  passed  over  the  Metropolis. 

We  rowed  back  to  the  yacht,  and"  embarked 
the  midlet.  The  flounders  we  gave  to  the 
Selsea  men  for  bait  for  their  crab  and  prawn 
pots.  Give  a  Selsea  man  bait,  and  he  will  give 
you  lobsters  and  prawns  (as  they  did  to  me).  I  also 
purchased  a  splendid  81b.  cock  crab,  which  I  had 
cooked  next  day. 

It  was  nearly  dark  when  we  got  back  to  the 
"  Rawn,"  but  the  wind  coming  strong  and  fair  we 
put  to  sea  again  at  once.  Keep  well  off  shore 
here — Bognor  or  Barn  rocks  would  make  an  ugly 
hole  in  a  yacht's  bottom.  It  was  soon  dark.  How 
different  is  the  appearance  of  the  South  Coast  at 
night  to  that  of  the  Highland  mountains  I  am 
used  to  sail  under,  and  whence  I  have  come,  only 
a  few  days  ago,  leaving  behind  me  a  foot  of  snow. 
Here  there  are  miles  and  miles  of  towns  and  lights 
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Littlehampton,  Worthing,  Shoreham,  Brighton, 
with  its  miles  and  miles  of  gaslights,  etc. 

At  dawn  we  were  off  my  favourite  reef — the  old 
Nore  Point,  between  Rottingdean  and  Newhaven — 
and  the  bass  were  shoaling,  as  is  their  wont,  and 
the  gxdls  feeding  on  the  fry  which  they  drive  to  the 
surface.  We  were  among  the  bass  before  I  realised 
they  were  there.  Hurriedly  I  ran  down  to  the  cabin, 
attached  a  snooded  artificial  sand-eel  to  the  reel- 
line  of  a  large  salmon  reel  (I  had  not  time  to  put  a 
rod  together),  and  hove  it  overboard.  I  had  not 
let  out  fifteen  yards  of  line  before  one  of  the  bass 
took  it.  Imagine  the  position.  The  yacht  sailing 
fast  before  a  fair  breeze,  and  the  reel  spinning 
round  in  my  hands  till  I  feared  it  would  get  red  hot. 

My  skipper,  old  James  Collins,  did  not  fail. 
He  put  the  yacht  up  into  the  wind.  The  dinghy, 
which  we  were  carrying  on  deck,  was  launched. 
I  embarked  therein,  and  soon  gaffed  a  61b.  bass. 
Having  sailed  all  night,  we  were  too  tired  to  try 
for  any  more  bass,  and  we  sailed  with  our  catch  to 
our  anchorage  in  Newhaven  Harbour. 

Selsea  is  an  excellent  fishing  station.  A  light 
railway  now  runs  there  from  Chichester. 

A  live  pravm  is  the  best  bait  to  use  oft"  Selsea  for 
bass.  Use  double  gut.  Even  I,  with  my  trained 
skill  of  nearly  forty  years,  often  got  broke  using 
single  gut.  Hook  the  prawn  through  the  tail,  and 
let  him  swim  down  to  where  the  bass  are  feeding. 
You  will  tell  this  by  watching  the  gulls,  which 
swoop  down  on  the  fry  driven  to  the  surface,  or 
from  the  bulges  of  the  bass  themselves. 

The  bass  at  Selsea  and  Bognor  are  not  so  large 
as  those  off  Newhaven,  or  Beachy  Head.  I  have 
caught  bass  (with  the  rod)  off  the  old  Nore  Point, 
between  Eottingdean  and  Newhaven,  up  to  11  lb. 
in  weight,  and  fish  of  71b.  and  81b.  ai-e  by  no 
means  uncommon. 

Now  is  the  time,  the  very  time  of  year  to  fish 
off  Sussex,  either  at  (1)  Newhaven,  (2)  Selsea,  or 
(3)  Bognor.  Many  a  black  bream  will  you  catch  at 
Bognor.  The  locals  will  tell  you  the  marks.  I  won't 
— for  fear  of  spoiling  their  market.  Use  a  stray  line 
with  no  lead,  and  a  bottom  line,  on  each  side  of 
the  boat.  Bait  with  lugworms.  These  dig  for 
yourselves  between  Aldwick  and  Bognor.  Watch 
the  worm-casts.  Measure  ofi'  the  piece  of  sand 
you  intend  to  dig.  Mark  it  off  first  with  your  three- 
pronged  fork.  You  can  only  dig  at  low  tide.  By 
the  time  you  have  done  your  digging,  the  flood 
tide  will  be  reaching  the  beach  at  the  end  of 
Bognor  Pier.  The  sea  here  goes  out  about  half  a 
mile.  Then  away  to  sea  I  Your  fisherman  will  put 
you  on  the  marks,  either  at  Luff,  Bucknell,  Holly, 
the  Row,  or  Goaples,  the  nearest  spot  for  bream, 
or  elsewhere  as  he  may  select. 

Try  Scotty  Ragless,  an  old  friend  of  mine,  or  Kent, 
o"r  Taylor,  or  some  other  Bognor  man.  And  that 
you,  my  fellow  anglers,  may  have  good  sport  (which 
you  assuredly  will  have)  is  the  sincere  wish  of  that 
veteran  angler — Andrew  Douglas  Laurie. 

Yesterday  (May  25)  Scott-Eagless'  sons  got  eight 
dozen  and  two  bream,  and  Kenfs  boat  was  also 
very  successful.  All  the  fish  were  hen  bream.  I 
only  saw  two  cock  fish  amongst  the  many  baskets 
of  fish  I  inspected.  You  can  tell  the  cock  fish 
easily — their  heads  and  backs  turn  jet-black  when 
they  are  dead.  The  bream  are  now  at  their  very 
best— just  going  to  spawn.  They  fetch  fourpence 
to  sixpence  apiece,  according  to  size.  A  three- 
pounder  is  a  large  one.  Several  caught  yesterday 
exceeded  this  weight.  The  best  way  to  cook  them 
is  to  stuff  them  with  veal  stuffing,  and  plenty  of 
herbs  to  give  them  a  flavour,  or  to  plain  boil  them. 
In  this  golden  weather,  fishing  almost  pays.  A 
boat  with  everything  found  can  be  procured  at  the 
pier  for  two  shillings,  an  hour,  or  if  two  friends 
join,  one  shilling  an  hour  each.  The  single  fare 
from  London  is  five  shillings  and  fourpence. 
The  Pier,  Bognor,  May  26.       A.  D.  Laurie. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post. 

Time  of  Hi^h  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  timi  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

30  min.  for  Clielsea.  (55  min.  for  Kew. 


Add 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents, 
55  and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. :  

2597.  Fishing-reels.  F.  Barbagli,  Brynfuches, 
Amlwch,  North  Wales.  This  invention  relates  to 
devices  for  preventing  overwinding  in  fishing-reels, 
of  the  type  in  which  the  slackening  of  the  line 
automatically  puts  into  operation  a  spring-con- 
trolled brake.  The  line  pasfes  under  a  roller,  carried 
by  a  spring-controlled  arm  attached  to  the  covar- 
plate,  so  that,  when  the  line  is  in  tension,  the  brake 
block  is  lifted  from  contact  with  the  side  plate  of 
the  reel,  but  when  the  tension  slackens  the  brake  is 
reapplied. 


•to   ,,    ,,    Putney.  .  Airij'^    >•     >>  Richmond. 

(45    ,,    ,,    Hammersmith.     *"")80    ,,    ,,  Twickenham. 
50   „     „    Barnes.  (85    „    ,,  Teddington. 

Example.— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clocl?  at  London  Bridge, 
it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  the  tide  vei7  much, 
and  one  down-streara  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridqb. 

]\[orning.  Evening. 

Saturday,    June   13    0,35    0..56 

Sunday,         „      14    1.18    1.41 

Monday,        „      15    2.  3    2.25 

Tuesday,       „      16    2.47    3.10 

Wednesday,  „    '  17    3.33    3.58 

Thursday,     „      18    4.22    4. 46 

Friday,         „      19    5.12'    5.40 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.  —  Genebai,  Remabks. — The  river  is 
in  good  order  for  the  opening  day — Tuesday  next — 
and  I  wish  once  again  to  ask  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Oazette  to  kindly  acquaint  me  with  any  fish  they  may 
have  caught  which  are  worth  recording  in  this 
column.  My  address  is  9,  Sussex-road,  New  Maiden. 
During  the  coarse  fisliing  season  many  takes  of  fish, 
and  specimens,  too,  are  had  from  the  river,  and  it  is 
seldom  that  any  note  is  made  of  the  fact.  This  is 
quite  unfair  to  the  river.  Will  readers  kindly  recol- 
lect. The  same  request  I  also  extend  to  professional 
fishermen,  who  are  becoming  extremely  bashful  in 
making  known  the  good  sport  they  obtain  for  their 
clients.  Since  my  last  report,  Major  A.  Terry  has 
taken  a  trout  of  51b.  5oz.  at  Shepperton,  and  Mr. 
Herbert  Lukyn  has  had  another  fish  of  6^1b.  at 
Sunbury.  Mr.  Colby,  with  the  veteran  professional 
Coster  at  Great  Marlow,  has  had  a  trout  of  41b. 
On  Whit  Monday  there  were  a  large  number  of 
motor-boats  and  other  pleasure  craft  on  the 
river,  whilst  many  rowing  clubs  have  teams  now 
practising  every  evening  for  future  regattas.  The 
Weybridge  Urban  Council  are  taking  an  active  part 
in  the  projected  petition  to  Parliament  to  secure 
the  direct  representation  of  urban  districts  on  the 
authority  which  is  to  be  constituted  under  the  Port 
of  London  Bill.  It  has  also  been  suggested  that 
the  Weybridge  Council  should  purchase  that  part 
of  the  river  frontage  near  the  ferry,  with  a  view  to 
making  a  promenade.  Anglers  should  take  the  hint 
that  on  June  20  Walton  Regatta  takes  place. — 
F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley).  — The  weather  continues  just 
right  for  Thames  trouting,  and  the  water  is  still  in 
good  order.  Without  mentioning  names,  I  will  say 
that  the  same  local  who  has  accounted  for  three 
fish — including  the  one  of  8^1  b.  taken  a  week  ago- — ■ 
has  siuce  my  last  notes  taken  five  other  trout,  re- 
taining two  of  41b.  and  5Jlb.  ;  the  other  fish, 
although  retainable,  were  returned  to  the  river 
again.  There  is  every  prospect  of  the  coarse  fishing 
opening  well. — Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Twickenham).  —  The  water  in  this 
reach  is  in  ideal  condition  for  fishing,  and  hope  it 
will  keep  so  for  opening  of  the  season  on  Tuesday 
next.  The  dace  are  here  in  large  quantities  and 
will  give  good  sport.  I  hope  to  report  catches 
next  week.  I  shall  be  out  the  first  day  as  will 
one  or  two  ardent  anglers  who  have  been 
patiently  waiting  for  June  16.  I  feel  sure 
we  shall  have  a  good  all-round  season  as  the 
heavy  land  water  must  have  brought  down  vast 
quantities  of  fish  from  the  higher  reaches.  On  the 
other  hand  a  great  deal  of  spawn  has  been  carried 
away,  the  effect  of  which  will  be  felt  in  another 
season  or  two.  River-keeper  Moffatt  reports  a  trout 
caught  in  the  weir  this  evening  weighing  about  81b. 
Can  let  you  know  weight  in  next  week's  report. — 
Aq.  Hancock. 

Slagdon  Lake. — Fishing  return  for  the  week 
ending  June  6  : — On  June  1,  Mr.  H.  P.  Pike,  two 
trout,  1  lb.  14oz.  and  21b.  ;  Mr.  A.  E.  Jackson, 
three,  21b.  14oz.,  31b.  4oz.,  21b.,  and  one  returned. 
On  June  2,  Rev.  C.  R.  R.  Stack  returned  two 
under  21b. ;  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthei\'S,  four,  21b.,  31b.  14oz., 
21b.,  and  21b  2oz.  On  June  3,  Mr.  R.  Bowring, 
seven,  51b.,  41b.  12oz.,  41b.  8oz.,  31b.  8oz.,  21b.  8oz., 
4lb.,  and  21b. ;  Master  A.  Bowring,  one,  31b.  8oz. ; 
Mr.  J.  Goodwin  returned  three  under  21b.  On 
June  4,  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall,  one,  41b.  8oz.,  and  returned 
one  under  21b.  ;  Mr.  Percy  Rogers,  one,  21b. ;  Mr. 
Arthur  Rogers,  two,  31b.  and  21b.  On  June  5,  Mr. 
J.  Goodwin,  one,  1  lb.  14oz.  ;  Mr.  E.  Jekyll-Williams, 
one,  31b.  lOoz. ;  Mr.  J.  B.  R.  Orchard,  two,  31b.  and 
31b.  8oz.  On  June  6,  Dr.  Freeman,  two,  31b.  8oz. 
and  21b.  Soz.  ;  Mr.  Cecil  Sainsbury,  one,  21b.  4oz. 
The  weather  for  the  week  has  been  cold  and 


changeable  ;  a  slight  improvement  on  June  10  and 
west  wind  blowing.  — Donald  Cabb. 

Bottisham  Iiocks  (Waterbeach). — This  season, 
after  the  spawning  of  roach,  perch,  silver  bream,  a 
grand  show  of  each  class  has  been  seen  on  the 
gravel  at  the  locks  and  lodes  cleaning  themselves — 
this  was  three  weeks  ago.  True,  it  has  been  a  late 
spawning  season,  but  with  the  present  temperature 
and  the  weather,  with  warm  nights,  together  with 
the  waters  in  good  colour,  everything  promises  well 
for  June  16.  Dace  are  numerous  and  in  best  of 
condition.  Our  anglers  are  looking  forward  for  a 
good  time. — John  O.  George,  lieche-road,  Cam- 
bridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — As  might  have 
been  expected,  there  was  a  good  number  of  rods  on 
the  water  during  the  holidays,  but  the  river  was  not 
at  its  best,  being  very  low  and  fine.  Consequently 
Sport  was  variable,  and  although  some  rods  had 
very  fair  baskets,  some  had  few  or  no  fish.  Those 
taken,  however,  were  in  capital  condition.  Mr. 
Churchward,  of  Buckfastleigh,  had  a  nice  salmon  of 
9pb.,  and  Mr.  Rodgers  also  had  one  which  scaled 
101b.  The  latter  gentleman  also  hooked  with  a  fly 
a  much  larger  fish,  but  after  much  play  he  lost  it. 
There  are  several  fish  in  the  locality  of  Nursery 
Pool  and  Caddaford  pool.  Trout  rods  have  not 
done  much,  a  few  brace  having  been  taken  by 
Messrs.  E.  Distin,  H.  T.  Distin,  and  M.  Revell.  Sal- 
mon fishermen  in  the  lower  waters  have  done  better 
lately,  but  very  few  fish  have  reached  the  weir  pool 
Owing  to  the  lowness  of  the  water. — Devonian. 

Derwent  and  Cocker  (Cumberland).  —  The 
rivers  are  low,  and  sport  has  been  exceedingly  poor. 
Sea-trout  are  commencing  to  ascend,  but  the  run  so 
far  is  mainly  confined  to  fish  under  21b.  The  Maj' 
Fly  fishing  on  Derwentwater  ha  5  not  been  poorer 
for  five  years,  and  is  now  over.  Bassenthwaite 
Lake  yielded  a  trout,  4^1b.,  to  an  American  visitor 
this  week. — Black  Tom. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Sport  has  not  been  of 
the  best  on  the  Ockment,  Lew,  and  Torridge.  The 
water  is  low,  and  glaring  sunshine  on  the  crystal 
waters  has  not  improved  matters.  Only  one  salmon 
is  reported  to  have  been  taken,  and  trout  rods  have 
done  better,  baskets  of  five  and  six  brace  being  the 
order.  Some  very  fair  dishes  of  trout  have  been 
secured  on  the  Cavey,  one  rod  getting  a  couple  of 
dozen  nice  size  fish.  Notwithstanding  the  poorness 
of  the  salmon  season  for  Topsham  fishermen,  they 
have  at  last  reaped  a  nice  little  harvest,  and  it  is 
estimated  that  the  twenty  boats  who  were  out 
during  the  Whitsuntide  had  between  them  quite 
one  hundred  nice  fish.  Avon  and  Eame  Con- 
servators have  decided  to  spend  £20  in  im- 
proving the  fish  pass  at  Loddiswell  Old  Mill, 
and  they  have  also  under  consideration  the 
question  of  the  alteration  of  tho  byelaws 
regarding  the  close  season.  Complaint  has  been 
laid  by  Teign  fishermen  that  damage  is  done 
to  the  fishing  industry  by  firing  from  the  men-o'- 
war  off  Teignmouth,  and  the  Board  will  in  all 
probability  go  into  the  matter  at  their  next  meeting. 
A  largely  attended  meeting  was  held  at  Brixham  last 
week  to  consider  the  advisability  of  adopting  a  large- 
siie  mesh,  and  they  will  communicate  with  the 
Devon  Sea  Fisheries  on  the  matter,  and  also  urge 
them  to  open  up  Stat  Bay  for  fishing  purposes. 
Lord  Churston  presided  over  the  meeting. — 
Devonian. 

Elan  Reservoirs. — Returns  for  the  week  ended, 
Wednesday  (June  10),  together  with  returns  re- 
ceived from  complimentary  ticket-holders,constitute 
another  record.  The  total  catch  has  been  478 
trout  (2961b.  14  oz.) ;  267  (170lb.  l2ioz.)  were 
got  in  Cabancoch  ;  seventy-three,  (491b.  3Joz.) 
in  Garregddu;  forty -seven,  (181b.  14oz.)  in  Graig- 
goch;  forty-five,  (3blb.)  in  Pengarreg;  and  twenty 
(181b.  loz)  in  Dolmynach  reservoirs,  while 
twenty-six  (91b.  6oz.)  were  got  in  the  Elan  and 
Claerwen  rivers.  These  figures  are  compiled  from 
the  recorded  catches,  and  as  there  are  still  several 
returns  outstanding,  it  would  be  safe  to  say  that, 
including  the  complimentary  ticket-holders' returns, 
the  total  catch  has  exceeded  3cwt.  of  trout.  Mr. 
Manley  had  the  best  basket,  thirty-three  ( I91b.  7oz.), 
all  obtained  in  three  days'  fishing.  This  gentleman's 
Easter  return  is  now  to  hand,  but  is,  of  course,  not 
included  in  the  figures  given  above.  It  shows  hi3 
catch  to  have  been  forty-nine  fish  (19lb.  8oz.).  The 
best  fish  yet  taken  in  the  reservoirs  was  taken  a  few 
days  ago  in  Garregddu  ;  it  scaled  31b.  loz.  On  J une  8 
Mr.  J.  M.  Jones  had  three  in  Dolmynach,  which 
caled  41b.  5oz.  Some  of  the  individual  catches 
have  been  very  good,  as,  for  instance,  eighty  fish, 
621b.  2oz. ;  thirty-four  fish,  221b.  7oz.  ;  twenty-five 
fish,  161b.  7oz.  ;  twenty-seven  fish,  101b.  lloz., 
besides  a  host  of  others  equally  good. — W.  B.  H. 

Elan  Valley  Lakes  (Tyrmynydd  Bungalow). 
— Many  anglers  have  been  here  for  Whitsuntide, 
and  some  sport  has  been  had.  Since  my  last  report 
I  have  had  another  good  trout  of  1  lb,  6oz.,  and  a 
few  smaller  ones,  the  best  for  one  day  being  nine. 
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Evening  is  always  the  best  time.  My  friend,  Mr. 
J.  H.  Hunter,  has  also  had  good  sport,  and  had  six 
good  fish  on  June  8,  while  I  only  brought  home  two. 
The  Coachman  and  the  smallest  Alexandra  (about 
the  size  of  a  sedge)  have  been  the  most  successful 
flies.  Prospects  good,  but  lakes  low. — J.  P.  Tayloe. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Salmon  have  been 
taken  in  large  quantities  by  the  Topsham  netsmen. 
A  huge  catch  last  Monday,  over  one  hundred  salmon 
were  caught.  One  boat  caught  thirteen  at  one 
shot  which  scaled  1251b.,  and  the  price  realised 
was  Is.  8d.  per  lb.,  they  shot  again  and  got  four 
more.  Mr.  Voysoy  also  brought  out  a  new  boat  on 
Monday  for  the  first  time,  and  had  the  good  fortune 
to  secure  sixteen  salmon.  Trout  have  been  caught 
in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  river,  and  in  a  week's 
time  coarse  fishing  will  be  resumed.  An  Exeter 
sportsman,  in  private  water  last  Saturday,  fishing 
with  a  worm,  was  beaten  by  a  heavy  fish,  but  later 
on  caught  a  fair-sized  pike  with  the  hook  he  had 
recently  lost  attached.  Pollack  and  bass  have  been 
caught  off  Strait  Point,  and  a  few  last  week,  at 
night,  off  Exmouth  Pier,  but  the  last  few  days, 
with  the  lo  .v  tides,  little  has  been  done.  Mr.  R. 
Mostyn  landed  an  eel  2-ilb.  with  sand-eel  while 
trying  for  bass,  and  some  smelt  have  also  been 
taken  with  ragworm  in  the  Dock  ;  the  water  is,  how- 
ever, now  too  clear  for  day  fishing,  but  the  tides 
will  serve  better  next  week. — Red  Palmer. 

Lake  Corou  (Bodorgan,  Anglesey). —  Some 
very  good  baskets  were  taken  over  the  Whitsuntide 
holidays,  notably  that  of  Mr.  Newton,  who  took  157 
trout  in  a  week,  averaging  over  fib.,  and  some  very 
heavy  fish.  Mr.  Snell  in  one  day  had  six,  51b.  ;  Mr. 
R.  Hughes,  fifteen,  71b. ;  Mr.  R.  P.  Owen  in  a  morn- 
ing, three,  3  Jib.  ;  Mr.  Rowbotham  in  one  day,  seven, 
5Jlb.  Some  local  anglers  have  also  done  well.  The 
lake  in  fine  condition  after  the  late  rains.  The 
Hawthorn  Fly  very  much  in  evidence. — W.  H. 

Lake  Vyrnwy. — For  several  days  past  the  trout 
have  been  very  sulky,  probably  owing  to  the 
thunder  that  ha?  been  hanging  about.  With  more 
genial  weather  good  baskets  ought  to  be  made.  Mr. 
Beacall  has  been  the  most  successful  daring  the 
week,  having  brought  in  several  good  baskets,  his 
best  fish  weighing  IJlb.  and  two  1  lb.  each.  Messrs. 
Bourke,  Moran,  Hardcastle,  Major  Mackay  and 
Admiral  Henderson  have  also  had  fairly  good  sport. 
Most  successful  flies  :  Black  and  Teal  and  Claret 
and  Grouse. — Long  Dedft. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — On  June  16  dace  fishing 
begins  in  the  Lea  and  its  tributaries,  and  some 
good  sport  should  be  experienced  with  fly  and  bait. 
Taking  flies  should  be  the  Black  Gnat,  Wickham, 
Olive  Dun,  Red  Palmer,  Small  Zulu,  and  May  Fly, 
and  good  bottom  baits  are  caddis  grubs,  gentles, 
and  small  red  worms.  The  rivers  are  in  order. 
Some  nice  trout  have  been  noted  between  Ware 
Bridge  and  Hertford  town. — Izaak  Walton. 

IiVLgg  and  Arro-w  (Leominster).  —  These 
streams  at  the  end  of  last  week  were  affected  by 
the  heavy  thunderstorms  which  swept  over  the 
district  on  the  evening  of  June  3.  The  water 
rose  rapidly  and  coloured,  but  it  soon  ran  oS,  and 
they  are  now  running  in  capital  order  for  fishing. 
The  May  Fly  is  corning  up,  but  the  rise  has  been 
affected  by  the  cold  nights  and  winds.  The  fish 
have  been  rising  well,  and  a  good  few  anglers  have 
been  out  and  some  very  nice  dishes  of  fish  taken. 
Warmer  and  more  settled  weather  is  \yanted,  and 
then  sport  would  be  good  all  round.  The  best  flies 
are  the  Gold-tipped  Blue,  May  Fly,  Black  Gnat, 
and  Spinners.     The  Pinsley  is  in  good  order. — 

GWYNNE. 

otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). —  The  past  week 
has  not  been  so  good  as  its  predecessor.  Trout  have 
not  been  midging  in  the  shady  pools,  as  it  is  always 
hoped  and  expecteii  they  will  do  at  this  time  of 
year,  and  consequently  no  takes  of  importance  have 
been  reported.  The  evening  rise  is  just  beginning, 
but  for  the  last  few  days  a  cold  north  wind  has  been 
blowing  down  stream,  and  this  has  interfered  with 
sport.  The  river  is  very  clear  and  low,  but  still  in 
good  order  for  the  dry-fly. — Heron. 

Plymontli. — The  rivers  would  be  better  for  a 
good  downpour  of  rain.  They  are  getting  very  low. 
Some  nice  baskets  of  trout  were  taken  from  the 
higher  waters  of  the  Meavy  on  June  8.  The  peel 
are  running  up  the  rivers,  but  a  few  hours'  rain 
would  greatly  facilitate  matters.  Some  salmon 
were  taken  on  the  Dart  above  Dartmeet ;  they 
managed  to  run  up  during  the  last  flood.  — William 
Heaedee. 

Sussex    Rivers    and    Clilcliester    Canal. — 

Ideal  weather  was  experienced  during  the  holidays, 
but  the  variety  of  sports  and  excursions  lured  many 
from  the  waterside  on  Whit  Monday.  A  couple  of 
anglers  who  spent  from  Saturday  afternoon  until 
Tuesday  morning  at  a  farmhouse  in  the  Fletch- 
ing  district,  had  a  most  enjoyable  time  fishing 
the  numerous  streams  by  permission  and  spending 


some  hours  on  the  main  river.  Trout  in  the  streams 
were  small,  and  worm  on  Stewart's  tackle  was  the 
modus  operandi,  but  moro  perch  than  trout 
were  hooked,  and  a  lot  of  tackle  left'  in  the 
bushes  which  here  abound.  The  result  of  the 
holiday  was  eight  and  a  half  brace  of  trout,  ranging 
from  1  lb.  5oz.  to  4oz. — The  harbour  fishing  at 
Chichester  was  not  a  success  among  the  rod  fisher- 
men. Last  week,  on  one  occasion,  3cwt.  of  bass 
were  netted  near  Pagham  ;  several  other  days  were 
blank. — GeoRGE  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Fishing  by  day  is  no  use, 
waters  are  so  very  clear.  1  have  heard  of  one  good 
evening  catch — twenty-two  nice  fish — others  who 
have  fished  late  have  managed  to  take  just  their 
share.  But  fish  are  in  good  condition,  and  the 
water  is  high.  A  shower  that  would  discolour  the 
river  would  improve  the  fishing.  The  flies  I  advise 
would  be  Blue  Upright,  Soldier,  Pink  and  Yellow 
Badger,  with  the  Coachman  for  the  evening. 
Salmon  are  still  scarce. — Rusty  Game. 

Teify  (Llandyssil). — Fishing  on  the  Teify  has 
been  very  slow  during  the  past  week.  Two  salmon 
are  reported  by  Dr.  Ditcham,  both  from  the  Forth 
Hotel  waters,  weighingjrespectively  ISJlb.  and  15lb. 
Several  pounds  of  trout  have  been  caught  on  the 
same  waters  by  visitors  from  Swansea.  Mr.  D.  L. 
Jones  caught  a  trout  2|lb.— T.  G.  T. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  at 
the  end  of  last  week  was  running  high  and  muddy 
owing  to  heavy  thunderstorms  on  June  3. 
It  was  only  surface  water  and  soon  ran  off, 
and  is  now  in  capital  order  for  either  fly,  bottom, 
or  minnow  fishing.  During  the  holidays  there  has 
been  a  large  number  of  rods  out.  The  May  Fly 
has  been  coming  up,  but  the  cold  winds  have  been 
against  good  sport.  The  trout  are  "^rising  at  them, 
and  some  good  fish  from  1  lb.  and  l|lb.  each  have 
been  landed.  On  the  streams  the  flies  that  have 
been  the  best  killers  are  the  Black  Gnat,  May  Fly, 
Orl,  Gold-tipped  Blue,  and  Spinners,  and  fair  sport 
has  been  had.  On  June  6  a  good  dish  of  trout  were 
landed  in  the  water  below  Asbford  with  minnow ; 
on  June  8  some  fair  trout  taken.  The  Ony,  Corve, 
Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  in  good  order.  Good 
fsh  taken  in  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ony  wifh  May  Fly. 
Prospects  for  sport  good — S.  Ludlow. 

Test,  etc.— Fish  are  now  rising  all  day,  but  the 
evening  rise  is  still  very  poor.  A  fair  number  of 
Welshman's  Button  have  been  on  the  water  this  week, 
and  fish  have  taken  them  well.  Other  floating  flies 
they  allow  to  pass  over  them  untouched;  as  a  rule,  they 
have  been  feeding  on  spent  flies,  which  are  coming 
down  in  great  numbers,  especially  the  Jenny  Spin- 
ner. This  and  the  spent  Red  Gnat  have  been  suc- 
cessful. One  rod,  on  Saturday  last,  caught  six  fish, 
averaging  just  under  21b.  ;  and  on  Monday,  eight 
fish,  weighing  161b.  lloz.  •  Another  rod  took  nine 
fish,  weighing  21  lb.,  with  Red  Gnat. — Olive  Duisr. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neigflibouring' 
Biivers. — The  weather  has  been  very  bright  since 
last  notes,  and  although  the  northern  rivers  are  still 
very  low,  some  fairly  decent  panniers  have  been 
made.  Mr.  John  Sisterson,  fishing  on  a  tributary 
of  the  North  Tjme,  near  to  Falstone,  had  five  and  a 
half  dozen  trout  in  two  days'  fishing,  most  of  these 
fish  were  taken  with  worm,  the  hook  being  a  very 
small  dressing  of  Stewart's  tackle.  The  North  Tyne 
itself  has  fished  very  badly  this  week.  Mr.  W.  Hol- 
zappel  and  a  friend  from  Newcastle,  fishing  near 
Barrasford,  on  June  2,  only  succeeded  in  landing 
two  brace  of  fish.  The  poor  sport  is  attributed  to 
sheep  washing  on  the  higher  reaches.  Sport  on  the 
Coquet  has  been  very  tame  during  the  past  week  ; 
the  cause  of  this  deterioration  is  not,  however, 
forthcoming.  I  heard  of  a  Newcastle  gentleman 
who  secured  two  dozen  nice  trout  on  the  Coquet 
with  a  Woodcock  fly,  which  was  dressed  with  a 
small  feather  from  the  under  side  of  the  Woodcock 
wing,  the  body  of  which  was  hare's  ear  tipped  with 
gold  tinsel.  A  big  run  of  sea-trout  is  reported  to 
have  taken  place  in  the  Esk  on  June  2,  and  night 
fishing  is  now  in  full  swing.  Personally,  I  think  a 
good  rousing  flood  would  improve  matters,  inso- 
much as  it  would  clean  the  beds  of  the  rivers,  which 
are  becoming  foul  with  moss. — Henry  A.  Murton. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  river  is  now  running  very  low, 
and  although  a  few  fish  are  being  killed  a  rise  would 
be  very  acceptable.  The  following  salmon  successes 
are  reported  : — On  June  5,  Mr.  C.  Cartwright,  one, 
91b.,  ia  the  Bindings ;  Dr.  Rutherford  Htirris,  one, 
lOlb.  ;  Mr.  E.  King,  one,  17|lb.  On  Jime  8,  Mr. 
C.  Cartwright,  one,  141b.,  in  Pencarreg,  and  lost  one. 
A  few  nice  baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken  with 
the  worm"!  up  stream,  and  with  the  fly  in  the 
evenings. — T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — These 
rivers  are  in  good  order  for  fly-fishing,  and  a  great 
many  anglers  have  been  out,  both  local  and  Whit- 
suntide holiday  fishermen,  and  from  what  I  hear 
sport  has  been  fairly  satisfactory.  Those  gentlemen 


who  have  fished  the  Wye  havo  taken  creels  ranging 
from  two  to  five  and  six  brace,  and  it  is  needful  to 
fish  this  river  with  very  fine  tackle  a-i  it 
is  very  clear.  The  May  Fly  is  out,  and  by  June  13 
the  trout  should  be  taking  this  fly  well.  The  Der- 
went is  yielding  a  nice  lot  of  good  trout,  those 
fishing  the  Chatsworth  fishery  obtaining  from 
two  to  seven  brace.  The  Darleydale  Club's 
Water. — A  nice  few  trout  have  been  taken  from 
this  portion  of  the  Derwent,  the  evening  being  the 
best  time.  The  May  Fly  is  showing  itself,  but  are 
not  very  numerous  at  present.  The  Matlock  and 
Cromford  Angling  Association's  water  is  affording 
the  best  fish.  Mr.  W.King  has  again  beaten  the  record 
this  season  ;  fishing  from  his  balcony  on  June  8,  he 
hooked,  and  after  a  hard  fight  landed,  a  splendid 
trout,  length  24in.,  girth  14Jin.,  weight  5Jlb.,  caught 
with  a  natural  minnow  at  10  p.m.  (spinning).  Mr. 
King  is  not  having  this  set  up,  and  when  cut  in 
parts  was  nearly  the  colour  of  salmon.  Also  Mr. 
T.  Coates,  fishing  in  Matlock  Dale,  took  two  brace, 
and  on  two  other  occasions  three  and  two  brace. 
These  were  taken  with  Thompson's  Fancy.  Other 
members  two  and  three  brace  each.  Also  this  water 
below  Cromford  'gave  very  nice  sport.  Mr.  W.  J. 
Hare,'  two  brace,  and  also  Mr.  A.  E.  Coates 
one  very  nice  trout  about  1  lb.,  other  members 
taking  several  nice  trout.  The  first  consignment 
of  grayling  arrived  on  the  evening  of  June  9, 
being  a  portion  of  the  1000  brought  from  the  Dove, 
and  was  turned  into  the  Derwent  below  Cromford. 
Useful  flies :  Ash  Dun,  Thompson's  Fancy,  Yellow 
Dun,  Dotterel  Hackle,  Black  Gnat,  May  Fly,  and 
Orange  Bumble. — Dotterel. 

Wye  (Upper). — Notwithstanding  unfavourable 
climatic  conditions,  Upper  Wye  anglers  have 
had  fair  sport.  Mr.  Dennis  Prothero  has  been 
very  successful.  On  Saturday,  June  6,  ho  grassed 
Gibs,  of  fine  trout,  and  on  Whit  Monday  he 
had  4|lbs.  Mr.  John  Lloyd  has  also  had 
excellent  sport,  on  Monday  alone  accounting 
for  upwards  of  81b.  Messrs.  C.  Jones,  H.  Pratt 
and  a  few  other  locals  have  also  done  fairly  well. 
The  Wye  is  maintaining  its  reputation  as  one  of 
the  most  prolific  of  trout  rivers.  Mr.  Forbes,  fishing 
the  Leysdinam  waters  on  June  0,  had  a  remark- 
able experience.  In  one  pool  he  hooked  and 
landed  therefrom  no  less  than  five  salmon,  scaling 
respectively  111b.,  161b.,  171b.,  191b.,  and  241b. 
On  the  morning  of  June  1  twenty-four  salmon  were 
counted  in  the  same  pool.  A  salmon  was  also  taken 
out  of  the  Brynwern  waters  on  June  6.  In  the 
Rhayader  district  the  river  is  falling,  and  is  now 
too  low  for  salmon  angling. — W.  B.  H. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Torks).- — Anglers  on  the  whole  were  rather 
disappointed  with  the  weather  during  Whitsuntide 
holiday  ;  on  one  or  two  davs  the  wind  was  bitterly 
cold.  In  one  or  two  exceptions,  anglers  fishing  the 
upper  Yore,  between  Bain  bridge  and  Hawes,  had 
better  sport  than  those  lower  down,  in  spite  of  the 
low  temperature  and  cold  which  has  prevailed  since 
Saturday,  simply  because  thi?  river  generally  clears 
after  a  spate  or  freshet.  Since  last  Wednesday's 
remarkable  cloud-burst,  which  did  so  much  damage 
at  Askrigg,  the  river  has  remained  in  a  sad,  dirty 
condition.  Since  then  it  has  run  down  to  about 
normal  level,  but  the  lower  reaches  are  the 
colour  of  clay ;  the  tributary  streams  have  not 
been  affected  at  all,  and  the  Stone  Fly  has 
proved  a  very  killing  bait,  although  sport  on 
the  whole  has  not  been  good  and  in  most  instances 
disappointing  from  reasons  explained  above. 
At  Tanfield,  Masham  and  Ripon  sport  during 
the  holidays  has  only  been  moderate.  The  Swale 
has  been  in  good  condition  all  the  week,  but  the 
bitter  cold  winds  (snow  falling  slightly  on  June  6  on 
the  hills)  have  been  against  fly  fishing.  Some  very 
good  fish  have  been  caught  in  the  becks,  principallj' 
with  the  worm.  I  was  amused  at  a  statement 
in  a  local  contemporary  last  Friday  evening  that 
.the  Stone  Fly  had  gone.  It  is  with  us  yet  in  the 
upper  reaches  ;  I  found  it  at  Askrigg  yesterday  and  at 
Middleham  Tuesday,  and  several  anglers  caught  fish 
with  it.  The  Green  Drakehas  just  made  its  appearance 
on  some  of  our  streams,  it  being  out  strong  on  the 
Rye,  Pickering,  and  other  becks.  The  upper 
reaches  of  the  Wharfe  have  been  in  nice  trim,  but 
anglers  have  not  done  so  well  as  they  expected, 
no  doubt  owing  to  the  cold  winds  ;  the  recent  cloud- 
burst has  also  altered  the  bed  of  this  river.  In 
the  district  of  Bolton  Woods,  Hkley,  a  few  brace 
of  fish  have  been  caught  with  the  fly.  The 
Nidd  is  not  in  good  condition  at  all,  the  water 
during  the  last  few  days  being  the  colour  of 
milk,  and  will  not  be  in  trim  for  another 
week.  The  bottom  fishermen  have  done  well 
amongst  the  eels  and  flounders  during  the  last 
few  days,  some  fairly  heavy  baskets  being  got. 
Best  flies  for  the  present:  Brown  Owl,  Light 
Watchet,  Stone  Midge,  Kaiotted  Midge,  Black 
Midge,  and  Fault  Bloa. — John  E.  Miller. 
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SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnaharra  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.) — 

On  June  3,  Mr.  Briscoe,  on  Loch  Meaddie,  twenty- 
six  trout,  71b.  ;  Mr.  H.  T.  Bond,  on  Loch  Loyal, 
twelve,  7ib. ;  Messrs.  Bond  and  Tidd,  on  Loch 
Tarvie,  eight,  41b. ;  and  Colonel  Carlis,  on  Loch 
Naver,  four,  2i\h.  On  June  4,  the  best  baskets 
were  on  Loch  jfeaddie,  by  Messrs.  Bond  and  Tidd, 
with  forty-two  trout,  131b.,  and  H.  T.  Bond, 
twenty-  two,  61b.  On  June  6,  Mr  Bond,  on  Loch 
Meaddie,  two  dozen,  81b. ;  Mr.  Briscoe,  on  Loch 
Loyal,  ten,  41b. ;  and  Mr.  Tidd,  on  River  Mallard, 
one  grilse,  51b. — B. 

Beauly  and  Conon. — The  Beauly  was  in  very 
poor  angling  ply  during  the  week,  the  dry,  east 
winds  and  lack  of  rain  making  the  volume  very 
small.  Under  such  conditions  sport  was  exceedingly 
poor,  and  anglers  had  very  little  encouragement  to 
prosecute  the  sport.  Grilse  have  made  their 
appearance  in  the  pools.  Capteiin  Armitage,  on 
June  6,  landed  a  fine  clean  run  salmon,  weighing 
141b.,  on  the  Home  water.  In  the  tidal  waters  fair 
sport  was  had  among  the  sea-trout,  the  Warwick 
Castle  rod  accounting  for  sixteen  for  the  week,  of 
the  average  weight  of  lib.,  heaviest  lib,  lOoz. 
Conon. — The  Conon  was  not  fished  regularly  for  the 
past  week,  as  the  prospects,  owing  to  the  low  state 
of  the  river,  were  not  good.  Fishing  occasionally 
on  the  lower  reaches,  six  salmon  were  creeled,  as 
well  as  several  sea-trout.  Grilse  have  now  made 
their  appearance.  Negotiations  have  been  on  foot 
for  some  time  to  buy  off  the  nets.  The  riparian 
proprietors  of  the  upper  beats  are  exceedingly 
anxious  to  allow  the  fish  to  have  free  access  into  the 
river,  and  have  offered  a  substantial  sum  to  Colonel 
Stewart  McKenzie,  of  Seaforth,  who  possesses  the 
sole  right  of  netting  the  Conon. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Weather  drier  and 
brighter.  Sea-trout  fishing  confined  to  night  fishing, 
but  yellow  trout  are,  however,  affording  good  sport. 
In  Langholm  water,  Mr.  W.  Johnston  had  one  sea- 
trout  at  the  Distillery  of  l^lb.  ;  Mr.  Ounninpham, 
Bristol,  one  sea-trout,  Iflb. ;  Mr.  Conchie  and  two 
friends,  Eskdale  Hotel,  four  dozen  yellow  trout  in 
the  upper  waters.  In  Graham  Arms  waters.  Long- 
town,  Mr.  J.  Milne,  two  sea-trout ;  Mr.  Robinson, 
London,  two  sea-trout  and  eighteen  yellow  trout ; 
on  Monday,  Mr.  Robinson,  one  sea-trout,  IJlb. ; 
Mr.  Davy,  Keighley,  fifteen  yellow  trout.  In  the 
upper  waters,  Langholm,  Mr.  Belford,  Craycleuch, 
had  two  S3a-trout  and  four  dozen  yellow  trout  at 
one  fishing. — A.  D. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — The  best  baskets  of 
yellow  trout; have  been  got  in  the  Ewes.  Mr.  G. 
Mason  had  six  dozen,  and  Mr.  G.  Morrison  five 
dozen ;  Mr.  C.  Elliot,  four  dozen ;  Mr.  E.  Nesbit, 
three  and  a  half  dozen.  On  June  2,  while  in 
Tarras,  Mr.  G%  Munson  had  six  dozen  burn  trout, 
and  Mr.  W.  A.  Jackson,  three  sea-trout  in  Langholm 
water  ;  Mr.  R.  J.  Beattie  caught  a  couple  of  sea-trout 
IJlb.  each,  and  on  June  3,  Mr.  Weatherstone,  one. 
In  the  mid  reaches  of  the  Liddle  Mr.  Mitchell  has, 
during  the  week,  had  twenty  sea-trout,  and  Mr. 
Walker  one,  and  four  dozen  yellow  trout.  Messrs. 
Smart  and  Hunter  creeled  two  dozen  brown  trout 
on  June  2 ;  Mr.  Williams  had  a  like  number.  In 
Upper  Liddle  Mr.  Crozier  creeled  a  dozen  and  a 
halt  yellow  trout,  best  1  lb.  ;  Mr.  W.  Armstrong 
had  a  creel  of  yellow  trout,  best  l|lb.  ;  Mr.  J. 
Cowan,  over  61b. ;  Mr.  F.  Harkess  41b.,  best  l^-lb. 
The  Hermitage  water  is  supplying  good  sport  in 
yellow  trout  fishing.  Mr.  Logan  had  four  and  a  half 
dozen,  Mr.  Walker  two  dozen,  and  others  have  had 
good  baskets.  There  is  a  good  run  of  sea-trout, 
both  in  the  mid  reaches  and  in  the  double  water  of 
the  Esk,  and  salnaon  are  crowding  the  best  pools  of 
the  Graham  Arms  water.  Mr.  Tom  Steel  had  a 
small  salmon  in  the  mid  reaches  of  the  Esk,  a 
sea-trout,  and  some  yellow  trout.  Mr.  Hickler 
had  two  sea-trout  in  the  Long  Pool.  Mr.  Rainy 
creeled  two  dozen  yellow  trout  and  a  sea-trout  of 
21b.  Mr.  Jardine  had  two  sea-trout  and  a  basket 
of  yellow  trout.  Mr.  W.  Murray  has  had  yellow 
trout  daily  in  the  mid-reaches.  The  Graham  Arms 
water  is  teeming  with  sea  and  yellow  trout ;  Mr. 
Swinburne  has  been  the  most  successful  angler  this 
season  in  that  portion  of  the  reserved  water.  Mr. 
Reid  has  had  three  sea-trout  during  the  week,  and 
Mr.  J.  Graham  some  yellow  trout.  As  usual,  at 
this  time  of  the  year,  a  good  flood  is  much  needed. 
— GmsrocKiE. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.). — This 
river  was  blank  for  a  whole  week,  but  matters  have 
improved  of  late.  On  June  5,  Mr.  G.  T.  Crompton, 
Derby,  had  a  nice  salmon  on  the  Amat  water.  On 
June  6,  Mr.  Crompton  landed  three  salmon,  and  Mr. 
Brace,  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  one  salmon  on  the 
Amat  water.  They  ranged  in  weight  from  8lb.  to 
101b.  On  June  8,  Mr.  Blyth,  Balnagown  Arms, 
fished  Braelangwell  water  and  landed  three  salmon 
weighing  91b.,  91b.  and  101b.  respectively. — B. 

Culag  Hotel  Waters,  Lochinver  (via  Lairg, 
N.B.).  —  On  June  4,  Mr.  Donaldson,   on  Loch 


Beannoch,  forty  trout,  lOJlb. ;  Messrs.  Yarborough, 
on  Culag,  twenty-four,  81b.,  and  Major  Squire,  on 
Blackloch,  twelve,  61b.  On  June  5,  Mr.  Donaldson, 
on  Fewn,  ten,  4Hb. ;  Major  Squire,  fifteen,  7ilb.  ; 
rnptain  Yarborough,  on  Turk,  eighteen,  7|lb.,"and 
Mr.  Yarborough,  on  Culag,  seven,  3|lb.  On  June  6, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harding,  on  Culag,  twenty  three, 
lOilb.  ;  Mr.  Donaldson,  on  Crocach,  nineteen,  61b., 
and  Messrs.  Yarborough,  on  Fewn,  sixteen,  81b. 
— B. 

Durness  (Cape  Wrath  Hotel). — Mr.  Philip,  on 
June  2,  on  Loch  Crosspool,  three  trout,  2-|lb.  ;  on 
June  4,  on  Kyle  of  Durness,  se\'en,  101b.  ;  on  June  5, 
on  Loch  Meaddy,  thirteen,  51b.  ;  on  June  6,  on 
Loch  Crosspool,  eleven,  91b.  Mr.  ISriggs,  on  June  3, 
on  Kyle  of  Durness,  four,  ll;^lb. ;  on  June  4,  on 
Kyle  of  Durness,  nine,  15lb. ;  on  June  5,  on  Kyle 
of  Durness,  seven,  11  lb.  ;  on  June  6,  on  Loch  Calle- 
dale,  two,  5|lb.  ;  on  June  8,  on  Kyle,  eight,  6Jlb.  Mr. 
Thomas  Hyslop,  jun.,  on  June  4,  on  Loch  Meadish, 
ten,  S^lb.  Mrs.  Thomas  Hyslop,  London,  on  June  3, 
five,  101b.  ;  on  June  5,  on  Kyle  of  Durness,  six, 
1 1  Jib.  ;  on  June  6,  on  Kyle,  one,  5|lb.  Mr.  Thomas 
Hyslop,  sen.,  on  June  3,  on  Kyle,  five,  81b. ;  on 
June  4,  eight,  1 1  Jib. ;  on  June  5,  on  Kyle,  eleven, 
14|lb. ;  on  June  6,  on  Kyle,  five,  71b.  ;  on  June  8, 
on  Kyle  of  Durness,  five,  71b.  Mr.  Keogh,  London, 
on  June  3,  on  Kyle  of  Durness,  seven,  lOJlb. ;  on 
June  4,  on  Kyle,  two,  61b. ;  on  June  5,  nine,  141b.  ; 
on  June  6,  on  Loch  Borely,  one,  2flb.  ;  on  June  8, 
on  Loch  Celladail,  three,  5jlb.  Mr.  Henry  Hyslop, 
five,  61b. — J.  K.  MoEEisoN. 

Inchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland). — On  June 
2,  Mr.  Webb,  on  Kylesku,  one  sea-trout,  41b.,  and 
lythe,  81b. ;  Mr.  E.  S.  Webb,  on  Kylesku,  two  sea- 
trout,  41b. ;  Mr.  Ivory,  on  Inver,  seven  trout,  61b. 
On  June  3,  Mr.  E.  S.  Webb,  on  Awe,  eight,  41b. ; 
Mr.  Nanson,  on  Skaig,  nineteen,  91b. ;  Mr.  Ivory, 
on  Mid  Assynt,  fourteen,  71b.  ;  Mr.  E.  S.  Webb,  on 
Loanan,  eleven,  51b.  On  June  4,  ■  Mr.  Ivory,  on 
Inver,  twenty,  101b. ;  Mr.  Nanson,  on  Mid  Assynt, 
twenty-six,  lOJlb.  ;  Mr.  Webb,  on  Skaig,  nine,  41b. 
On  June  5,  Mr.  Ivory,  on  Inver,  nineteen,  111b.; 
Mr.  Nanson,  on  Skaig,  eleven,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Webb,  on 
Mid  Assynt,  ten,  4|lb. — W.  Wallace. 

Inveran  (Sutherland). — Poor  sport  on  River 
Shin  of  late.  On  June  5,  Miss  Alice  Buxton,  Suther- 
land Arms  Hotel,  landed  a  salmon  of  161b.,  and 
]\'Ir.  Buxton  a  10-pounder.  On  June  6  Mr.  Buxton 
had  one  of  151b. — B. 

Lairg  Hotel  Waters  (Sutherland,  N.B.). — 
Messrs.  Tucker,  London,  and  Messrs.  Lees,  London, 
have  been  getting  fairly  good  sport  on  Loch  Shin. 
The  average  all  over  is  over  Jib.  Eighty-five  trout 
landed  by  Messrs.  Tucker  in  several  days'  fishing 
weighed  45|lb. — B. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — The  weather  has 
become  colder,  with  gusty  winds  from  the  south- 
west, and  most  unfavourable.  Fish  are  rising 
readily,  however,  and  big  catches  continue  to  be 
made  with  fly,  namely :  Mr.  Durward  Lely  and 
Messrs.  R.  Nelson  and  A.  Bell,  Blairgowrie,  had  the 
record  catch  for  the  season  on  June  6  with  seventy- 
seven  trout,  561b.  ;  Colonel  Elliot,  Hawick,  forty- 
six,  321b.  8oz.  ;  Captain  Pollock,  London,  thirty- 
three,  201b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laird,  London, 
forty,  281b.  ;  Mr.  Ashby  and  Mr.  Bourne,  Redhill, 
fifty,  401b  8oz. ;  Mr.  Carswell,  Glasgow,  and  Mr. 
Davidson,  Dalmuir,  sixty-one,  471b. ;  Mr,  T.  B. 
Bennet,  Edinburgh,  and  Mr.  Pringle,  Kelso,  twenty- 
nine,  201b. ;  Mr.  Morrison  and  Mr.  Ritchie,  Paisley, 
twenty-seven,  201b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  S.  Pearson  and  Mr. 
F.  Thorman,  Aysgarth,  sixty-one,  361b.  ;  Mr. 
Hunter,  Cupar,  and  Mr.  Hunter,  Bowhill,  thirty, 
231b.  7oz.  ;  Mr.  Wright,  Somerset,  and  Mr. 
Mead,  Devonshire,  thirty-eight,  24ib. ;  Mr.  Dickson, 
Edinburgh,  thirty-two,  271b. ;  Mr.  Harvey,  Glas- 
gow, forty,  281b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Howie,  Glasgow, 
twenty-nine,  21  lb.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Bell  and  Mr.  Wright, 
Perth,  thirty  six,  231b.;  Messrs.  J.  G.  and  W.  G. 
Grant,  Dundee,  forty-nine,  381b.  ;  Mr.  George  Stand- 
fast, Birmingham,  sixteen,  161b.;  Mr.  Groome, 
Kent,  twenty-one,  161b. ;  Mr.  Hulton  and  Mr. 
Cruikshanks,  Edinburgh,  twenty-four,  161b. ;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  W.  Scott,  Dundee,  twenty-four,  171b. ; 
Mr.  Graham  Scott  and  Mr.  Miller,  Glasgow,  twenty- 
six,  161b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Flett  and  Mr.  Craig,  Edinburgh, 
eighteen,  141b.i;Evening  fishing  has  been  even 
better  than  during  the  day,  and  a  large  number  of 
anglers  have  been  out.  The  following  catches  were 
made  at  two  or  three  hours'  fishing :  Mr.  R.  D. 
Bell  and  Mr.  W.  McNicol,  Perth,  twenty-one,  161b.  ; 
Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch  and  Mr.  Hutchison,  Perth  (two 
hours),  twenty,  181b. ;  ^  Messrs.  McLennan  and 
Buchanan,  Glasgow,  nineteen,  15lb. ;  Captain  Scott, 
Killiecranisie,  sixteen,  131b. ;  Mr.  Buchanan  and  Mr. 
Anderson,  Glasgow,  nineteen,  15lb.  4oz. ;  Messrs. 
R.  D.  and  A.  K.  Bell,  Perth,  twenty-four,  181b.  ; 
Messrs.  Roberts  and  Thomas,  Dunblane,  twelve, 
121b.  ;  Messrs.  Lowe  and  Beveridge,  Kinross,  eleven, 
101b.  12oz.  ;  Messrs.  Taylor  and  Watters,  Lochgelly, 
sixteen,  121b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Call  Short  and  Mr.  Brown, 
Trinity,  seventeen,   141b.    Ten  members  of  the 


Edinburgh  St.  Andrew  Club  captured  147  trout, 
1101b.  6oz.  First,  Mr.  Lewis  S.  Spence,  twenty- 
seven  trout,  191b.  ;  second,  Mr.  J.  Lyle,  twenty- 
two,  161b.  12oz.  ;  third,  Mr.  T.  L.  Usher,  twenty- 
one,  161b.  Two  of  the  boats  at  this  competition, 
with  two  competitors  in  each,  had  forty-three, 
321b.  12oz.,  and  forty-three,  301b.  lloz.  The  first 
and  second  prize-winners  at  the  Glasgow  Bohemian 
Club  Competition  were  Mr.  D.  F.  Buchanan, 
twenty,  151b.  6oz.,  and  Mr.  R.  Paul,  who  fished 
from  the  same  boat,  twenty,  121b.  lloz.  The 
largest  fish  caught  during  the  week  was  hooked 
by  Mr.  Laird,  London,  and  was  a  beauty  of 
21b.  ISoz.  The  catch  with  the  rod  at  six  days' 
fishing  was  4007  trout,  2861  lb.  12oz.,  which  is  a 
record  for  the  loch.  The  fish  are  scarcely  up  to 
average  weight. — R.  B.  Laing. 

Lochmaben  Lochs. — Fishing  from  the  Kings 
Arms  Hotel,  Lochmaben,  Dumfries,  Mr.  T.  Taylor 
had  the  following  catches: — On  June  4,  ten  pike, 
61b.,  31b.,  5Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  31b.,  21b.,  31b.,  21b.,  21b., 
1  lb. ,  and  three  eels,  41b. ;  on  June  5,  seventeen 
pike,  41b.,  61b.,  71b.,  41b.,  21b.,  1  lb.,  61b.,  51b.,  2Jlb., 
21b.,  IJlb.,  21b.,  21b., .41b.,  51b.,  41b.,  3Ib.,  and  four 
eels,  61b.  ;  on  June  6,  five  pike,  51b.,  41b.,  31b.,  31b., 
l  ilb.,  and  three  eels,  41b. 

Loch  Ness  (Douglas  Hotel). — For  five  days 
ending  June  6,  Mr.  R.  M.  Cameron  landed  with  fly 
forty-three  trout  weighing  22Jlb.  Trout  now  in 
splendid  condition. — R.  C. 

Loch  Tay  (Killiu  Hotel). — On  June  4.  Messrs. 
Houghton  and  Latham,  fourteen  trout,  71b. ;  Mr. 
Wadham,  three,  21b.  On  June  5,  Messrs.  Houghton 
and  Latham,  nine,  4flb.  On  June  6,  Messrs. 
Houghton  and  Latham,  thirteen,  6  fib.  ;  Mr.  Sea- 
greaves,  five,  2 Jib.  On  June  8,  Messrs.  Houghton 
and  Latham,  thirteen,  6Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Wadham,  six, 
31b.  ;  Mr.  Seagreaves,  six,  41b.  On  June  9,  Messrs. 
Houghton  and  Latham,  three,  1  Jib.  ;  Mr.  Seagreaves, 
five,  31b.;  Mr.  C.  Willison,  six,  51b.  On  June  10, 
Mr.  Seagreaves,  two  salmon,  221b.  and  101b.,  and 
tliree  trout,  1  Jib.  ;  Mr.  Houghton,  ten  trout,  61b.  ; 
Mr.  Wadham,  six,  31b. ;  Messrs.  Ross  and  Hamilton, 
eleven,  61b  — H.  J.  Knight. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee,  Don,  etc. — The 
bulk  of  the  Dee  anglers  have  left,  but  a  few  still 
remain  for  the  summer  grilse  and  an  occasional 
salmon.  On  the  Fife  Arms  water,  Braemar,  on 
June  3,  Mr.  Arkwright  had  two  of  81b.  and  101b. 
Fish  are  plentiful  in  these  far  inland  parts,  which 
augurs  well  for  Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess 
Royal  when  she  comes  north' in  a  month  or  so.  On 
the  Aboyne  reaches,  Mr.  Ridley  had  two  of  lOlb. 
and  201b.,  the  latter  a  very  fine  fresh-run  fish, 
which  gave  some  grand  sport  in  the  small  clear 
waters  now  prevailing.  On  the  following  day  he 
had  one  of  61b.,  and  on  June  3  three  of  7Jlb., 
101b.,  and  141b.  On  the  Potarch  Hotel  fishing  the 
Me  srs.  Aix  have  had  some  good  sport,  while  on 
the  Cairnton  and  Blackball  Castle  the  gillies  have 
been  adding  to  their  spring  record,  which  is  in  all 
conscience  big  enough.  On  the  Tor-na-Coil,  on 
June  6,  Mr.  Robert  Meff,  Aberdeen,  had  a  nice 
grilse  of  31b.,  and  five  large  trout  in  a  few  hours  in 
the  afternoon.  On  the  Invery  water,  Watson, 
keeper  for  Mr.  Douglas,  has  a  score  of  eighty,  being 
eighteen  fish  better  than  last  year.  On  the  lower 
reaches  some  good  finnock  fishing  has  been  had  in 
the  evening.  The  smolts  are  now  down.  On  the 
slabs  of  the  Aberdeen  market,  on  the  morning  of 
J une  8,  a  fine  cock  fish  of  43ilb.  was  got  from  the 
harbour  nets.  On  the  Don,  Mr.  Robert  Lindsay 
landed,  on  the  morning  of  June  6,  two  fine  yellow 
trout,  4 Jib.  and  2 Jib.,  in  addition  to  a  good  basket 
otherwise.  The  heavier  trout  were  to  the  minnow. 
Messrs.  Wm.  Robb,  Forbes,  Teacher,  Millar,  and 
others  had  baskets  from  six  to  sixteen  fish,  mo8tl.y 
to  the  Grey  Quill,  Red  Quill,  and  Greenwell's 
Glory.  Night  fishing  is  now  the  only  chance  of 
making  a  basket. — G.  M. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg,  N.B.). — On 
June  3,  Major  Brooker,  London,  on  Loch  Shin,  five 
trout,  21b. ;  Mr.  Leake,  Norfolk,  on  Top  Shin,  seven, 
5lb.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  IBickersteth,  Birkenhead,  on 
Flag,  nineteen,  61b.  On  June  4,  the  last  named  on 
Top  Shin,  twenty,  71b.  ;  Mr.  Leake  on  Griam, 
eighteen,  71b.  ;  Major  Brooker  on  Merkland, 
twenty-three,  71b. ;  and  Mr.  Dewhurst,  Chester, 
seven,  31b.  On  June  6,  Mr.  Leake,  one  and  a  half 
dozen,  91b. ;  Major  Brooker,  three  and  a  half  dozen, 
121b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bickersteth,  three  and  a  half 
dozen,  161b.;  and  Mr.  Dewhurst,  seven,  31b. 
Prospects  good. — B. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). — 
On  June  2,  Mr.  Little,  Kenley,  on  Loch  Freagairt, 
eight  trout,  51b. ;  Mr.  Brooksbank,  Yorks,  on  Top 
Chain,  eight,  81b. ;  Mr.  Wollaston,  London,  on  Low 
Chain,  one,  2|lb.  ;  Mr.  Wilson  and  friend,  Sheffield, 
on  N.  Lochs,  twelve,  41b. ;  and  Mr.  MacKay, 
Scourie,  on  Sgeirach,  forty-three,  121b.  On  June  3, 
Mr.  Little,  on  Gorm,  twenty-one,  81b  ;  Mr.  Brooks- 
bank,  on  Mid  Chain,  eight,  81b. ;  Mr.  Wollaston, 
twelve,  lOlb. ;  Mr.  Wilson  and  friend,  four,  41b. ; 
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and  Mt.  A.  Ross,  Scourie,  on  Sgeirach,  eight,  31b. 
The  foregoing  may  suflBce  to  give  an  idea  of  the 
sport. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  rivers  are  down  to  a 
low  summer  level,  and  sport  is  at  a  low  ebb.  Sea- 
trout  are  making  a  better  show  in  the  nets.  In  the 
Annan  sport  is  decidedly  poor,  indeed  it  is  so  in  all 
the  rivers.  Fishing  with  small  day  fly,  Mr.  Andrew 
Bell  had  a  couple  of  sea-trout  in  the  Mount  Annan 
water  which  weighed  l|-lb.  and  21b.  each,  and  Mr. 
'  Graham  one  of  1  lb.  4oz.  with  the  clear  water  worm. 
Mr.  W.  Scott  took  a  yellow  trout  of  Hlb.  with  fly, 
and  Mr.  Laurie  one  sea-trout  of  over  fib.  with  fly. 
In  the  higher  waters,  Mr.  Wilson  had  a  sea- trout  of 
1-J^lb. ;  Mr.  Johnstone  a  basket  cf  yellow  trout ; 
Mr.  Richardson  one  sea-trout,  I  Jlb.,  and  a  fine 
yellow  trout.  Sport  is  very  poor  in  the  Moffat 
district.  In  the  Nith  and  its  tributaries  sport  has 
also  shown  considerable  decline.  In  the  Mid- 
Nithsdale  Association  waters  below  the  ducal 
village  of  Thornhill,  a  fair  number  of  sea- trout  have 
been  caught.  The  Cairn  and  Cluden  are  low  and 
clear.  The  Galloway  Rivees.— The  streams  are 
in  need  of  floods  before  any  improvement  is  probable. 
The  Ayeshiee  Rivees  and  Lochs. — On  Loch 
Doon  of  Dalmellington,  on  June  6,  Mr.  Petley 
Graham  had  thirty-six  yellow  trout  with  fly.  Mr. 
Timpany  and  Mr.  Ainley,  a  couple  of  dozen,  and  on 
June  5  Mr.  Ronaldson  sixteen.  The  Auchenlick 
Angling  Club  held  their  third  competition  for  the 
season  on  June  6,  when  Mr.  W.  Wilson  had  the 
heaviest  basket,  namely,  71b.  3oz  ,  and  the  same 
angler  took  first  prize  for  the  four  heaviest  trout, 
lib.  12oz.  Mr.  Hugh  Docharty  had  a  basket  of 
61b.  4oz. ;  Mr,  Jas.  McFadzean,  21b.  ;  Mr.  D.  Wight- 
man,  1  lb.  12oz.  ;  and  Mr.  W.  Judge,  1  lb.  6oz.  In 
the  Solway  nets  there  was  a  good  run  of  sea-trout 
on  June  8,  as  also  on  June  6. — Heatheebell. 

Spey  (Aberlour). — The  weather  in  the  early 
part  of  last  week  was  very  hot  and  sultry,  but 
changed  for  the  better  during  the  last  few  days, 
the  river  being  now  in  very  good  order  for  fishing. 
On  June  5  and  6,  on  the  Aberlour  House  water, 
four  salmon,  ranging  from  51b.  up  to  201b.,  were 
killed.— N.  L. 

Spey  (Moraysliire). — The  excessive  heat  and 
strong  sunshine  of  the  former  part  of  the  week  gave 
way  to  high  winds  and  a  chilly  atmosphere,  quite 
unnatural  for  the  season.  The  river's  volume  is 
low,  and  few  fish  to  be  seen.  On  Mr.  McCorquodale's 
Tulchan  water,  for  the  week,  ten  salmon  were 
landed.  From  tha  Knockando  House  water  Mr. 
John  Shand,  gamekeeper,  grassed  a  salmon  of 
lOJlb.,  and  on  the  Carron  House  water  Mr.  H. 
Gumming,  fisherman,  had  one  of  11  lb.,  while  from 
the  Wester  Elchies  water,  on  June  5,  Mr.  N. 
Duncan,  fisherman,  had  one  of  171b.  On  the  Orton 
and  Delfur  sections,  for  the  week,  only  two  fish 
were  landed. — J.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
On  the  North  Wark  water,  on  May  22,  Mr.  AUgood 
caught  a  salmon  of  741b. ;  on  May  25,  Mr.  Frank 
Swan  had  one  of  5lb. ;  on  the  same  date,  at  Carham, 
Mr.  Willie  Robson,  fisherman,  killed  a  brace  of 
salmon  of  41b.  and  51b.,  on  June  1  he  had  one  of 
61b.,  and  on  Tuesday  last  one  of  81b.  ;  on  the 
Cornhill  water,  on  May  26,  Mr.  Mills,  one,  7pb.  ; 
on  the  Lees  water,  Mr.  James  Tait,  one,  71b. ;  on 
the  Lennell  water.  Dr.  Taylor,  one,  71b.  ;  on  the 
Teviot,  Mr.  George  Henderson  had  a  clean-run 
salmon  of  61b.  On  the  Dye  and  Whitadder  two 
anglers  had  371b.  of  trout  betw^n  them.  On  the 
Tweed,  Mr.  Sorley  Brown  and  friend  caught 
two  dozen  trout  each,  and  while  thus  fishing 
for  trout  Mr.  Brown  got  a  fine  spring  salmon  of  91b. 
On  the  Tweed,  below  Walkerburn,  Mr.  W.  Aitken 
caught  a  trout  of  3|lb.  In  the  Kelso  district  the 
following  takes  have  been  got :- — Messrs.  T.  Gray, 
7ilb.  ;  Richard  Bennie,  3Jlb.  ;  R,  D.  Ormiston,  31b:  ; 
John  Kerr,  2Jlb. ;  and  others  down  to.  21b.  On 
Monday,  on  Loch  Leven,  Mr.  Stewart  and  Mr.  T. 
Pringle  caught  fifty  trout  weighing  401b.,  and  on 
the  following  day  Mr.  Pringle  and  Mr.  T.  B.  Bennet 
had  twenty-nine  trout,  201b. ;  Colonel  Elliot,  forty- 
six  trout,  321b. ;  fishing  in  the  evening,  Mr.  Pringle 
secured  eight  trout,  71b. ;  and  Mr.  Calder,  twenty- 
three,  161b.  At  the  Leithen  water,  Mr.  Eckford 
killed  a  trout  of  2^lh.  On  the  Blackadder,  Mr.  R. 
Thomson  had  14Jlb. ;  Mr.  James  McLean,  8|-lb. ; 
Mr.  James  Graham,  6lb.  In  the  Longformacus 
district,  Messrs.  Thomas  Rolfe,  6|-lb. ;  W.  Rankine, 
61b. ;  R.  Cowie,  lOJlb. ;  J.  A.  Pilmer,  QJlb.  ;  W. 
Redden,  8|lb.  ;  W.  Duff,  Gflb.  ;  G.  J.  Elliot,  7ilb.  ; 
T.  Veitch,  6ilb. ;  P.  Patterson,  SJlb.  On  the  Till, 
on  Saturday,  W.  Morton,  4|lb. ;  J.  Smart  and  J. 
Knox  had  each  3Jlb.  ;  W.  Morton,  3Jlb. ;  J.  Knot, 
2Jlb.  On  the  Whitadder,  J.  Denholm,  41b.  ;  P. 
Scott,  4ilb. ;  A.  Bell,  S^lh. ;  W.Young,  31b.  On  the 
Tweed,  in  the  Coldstream  district,  James  Aikman, 
four,  21b.  In  the  mid-reaches  of  the  Eden,  Mr. 
Wallace  had  a  sea-trout  and  a  couple  of  dozen 
yellow  trout ;  Messrs.  Smart  and  Hunter,  two  dozen 
brown  trout.    On  the  North  Tyne,  at  Barrasford, 
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Mr.  Holzappel  and  a  friend  had  each  two  brace  of 
fish ;  Mr.  Barr,  four  dozen  trout  on  Satu<'day  and 
Monday.  On  the  Coquet,  at  Meldrum,  Mr.  Ward 
had  fourteen.  On  the  Irthing,  H.  Lawton,  eleven  ; 
H.  Bacon,  five.  On  Reed  water,  Mr.  Armstrong, 
eighteen.  The  Tweed  net  salmon  fishings  are  as 
poor  as  ever,  and  catches  very  erratic  and  prices 
high.^ — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  and  Tributaries. — Heavy  showers  of  rain 
and  cold  northerly  winds  prevailed.  However,  no 
fresh  water  came  into  the  tributaries,  and  in  con- 
sequence the  main  river  continued  being  reduced. 
Trout  are  taking  the  fly  freely,  and  salmon  were 
caught  on  the  middle  sections  during  the  short 
periods.  They  rested  on  the  portions  where  the 
water  was  shallow  enough  for  the  fly  to  be  used. 
A  large  run  of  epring  fish  has  passed  over  the  weirs 
to  the  lake,  6001b.  having  been  caught.  In 
the  north  end  of  Lough  Bey,  however,  a  stock 
remained  on  the  river  and  are  distributed  on  the 
reaches.  Colonel  Alison  has  caught  three  salmon, 
161b.,  141b.,  and  81b,;  Rev.  M.-  Archdale,  three, 
llilb.,  101b.,  and  91b.;  Mr.  G.  Nagle,  one,  91b.,  at 
Caronroe;  Colonel  Rowan,  two,  101b.  and  12Ib.  ; 
Mr.  H.  J.  Wallace,  one,  131b.,  at  Kilrea ;  Mr.  b! 
Meenan,  twelve  trout,  weighing  151b.,  ]arge=t  3Jlb., 
in  one  day,  on  the  Sooty  Olive  ;  and  Mr.  L.  Frazer' 
four  trout,  4ilb.,  at  Portglenone,  on  the  shallows  of 
which  they  are  more  plentiful  than  experienced  for 
many  years. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  rivers  are  in  very 
fine  order  at  the  time  of  writing,  and  sport  on  the 
Lagan,  Crossgar,  and  other  local  waters  has  been 
fair.  The  June  evening  rise,  for  which  the  Wood- 
burn  waters  are  famous,  has  just  come  on,  and  the 
trout  are  taking  the  Water  Clock  and  Olives  greedily 
after  sunset.  Some  pretty  good  baskets  were  taken 
this  \Aeek,  the  best  fish  being  a  4J-pnunder  killed 
by  Mr.  Donald  E.  Lecaille.  The  killing  flies  are 
ringed  up  with  silver  Hare's  Ear,  Wickham,  red- 
hackled  Alexandra,  and  Olive  Quill.  The  Antrim 
Road  Basin  is  also  fishing  pretty  well,  almost  every 
evening  the  rod-holders  killing  from  two  to  four 
Loch  Levens,  averaging  a  pound  each. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — Thundery, 
heavy  weather  during  the  past  week  retarded  the 
chances  of  sport  very  much.  Captain  Deane  landed 
two  salmon  of  151b.  and  141b. ;  Mr.  M.  Moore  one 
of  151b.  ;  Mrs.  H.  Johnson  one  of  91b.;  Mr.  R.  M. 
Thornely  one  of  8Ib. ;  Mr.  Higson  landed  a  couple. 
Trouting  in  the  late  evenings  has  been  good,  and 
the  river  at  present  is  a  good  fishing  size.— James 
Rogan. 

Killarney. — Salmon  fishing  continues  to  im- 
prove on  the  lakes  and  rivers  here,  and  brown 
trout  fishing  has  been  very  good  during  the  week. — 
T.  J .  O, 

Lough  Currane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 

No  salmon  have  been  had,  but  brown  trout  furnished 
fair  sport  in  the  late  evenings.  Some  dozen  sea- 
trout  have  been  had  during  the  week,  running 
from  21b.  to  41b.  The  river  is  running  low,  and 
little  or  no  angling  has  been  done  on  it.— T.  J.  D. 

Loug-h  Mask  (Ballinrobe).— The  weather  here 
has  improved  for  fishing,  and  several  large  trout 
have  been  taken  on  the  fly  and  dap,  including -a 
fine  one  of  91b.,  taken  with  artificial  fly  by  Mr. 
Frost  on  J une  5th.  May  Fly  is  more  easily  obtained 
for  dapping,  and  everything  is  looking  decidedly 


better  for  anglers.  Staying  at  Springvale  House 
are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frost,  Mr.  and  Miss  Hindle,  Mr. 
and  Miss  O'Neil.  Messrs.  Alick  Duncan,  ftinchliffe,' 
Stuart  Nicholson,  Bradbury  Smith,  Downe,  and 
Owen. — C.  E.  Mayne. 

Lough  Mask  (Clonbur).  — Catches  brought  into 
Kilbride  Lodge  during  the  past  week: — Colonel 
J.  E.  Forster,  on  June  1,  one  trout,  51b.  ;  on  June  2, 
two,  21b. ;  on  June  4,  four,  .5lb. ;  on  June  6,  two,  31b! 
Mr.  H.  A.  Higgins,  on  June  1,  three  trout,  161b. 
Dr.  Sykes  and  Mr.  Thompson,  fishing  from  one  boat  : 
on  June  1,  Dr.  Sykes,  one  trout,  4Jlb.,  and  Mr. 
Thompson,  one,  SJlb. ;  on  June  2,  Mr.  Thompson, 
three,  241b.,  and  Dr.  Sykes,  one,  71b.  ;  on  June  3, 
Mr.  Thompson,  two,  71b.,  and  Dr.  Sykes,  three,  161b! 
Colonel  A.  J.  Paterson,  on  June  1,  one  trout,  61b. ; 
on  June  2,  two,  61b.;  on  June  3,  four,  181b.;  on 
June  4,  eleven,  121b.;  on  June  5,  four,  51b.;'  on 
June  6,  five,  5ilb. ;  on  June  7,  one,  l  |lb.  '  Dr. 
Davey  and  Mrs.  Davey,  on  June  4,  six  trout,  41b.  • 
on  June  5,  three,  41b.  ;  on  June  6,  seven,  81b.  ;  on 
June  7,  seven,  61b.  Mr.  Mackay,  on  June  7,  seven 
trout,  51b.  The  best  catch  was  seven  trout,  scaling 
371b.,  on  June  3. — P.  Summeeville. 

Lough  Melvin.— Owing  to  unsettled  weather 
sport  was  not  so  good  as  it  otherwis-^  would  have 
been,  yet  some  good  sport  was  obtained,  particularly 
amongst  the  trout.  During  the  past  week.  Captain 
Cochran,  R.N.,  landed  one  grilse,  01b.  ;  Mr.  Andrews 
one  grilse,  641b.  ;  Mr.  Gallagher,  two  trout,  4J|b! 
and  31b. ;  Mr.  P.  Sweeney,  one  grilse,  51b.  Colonel 
Langtry,  Lieut.  Savile,  Miss  Savile,  Mr.  J.  C.  Brot- 
land.  Miss  Bretland,  and  many  other  trout  anglers 
took  some  fine  baskets  of  gillaroo  and  brown  trout 
durmg  the  past  week.  Sport  on  the  lake  at  present 
is  very  good.    On  Lough  Erne  the  May  Fly  season 

is  about  an  average  one  up  to  time  of  writing  

James  Rogan. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).  

Sport  has  been  good  at  brown  trout  on  favourable 
days.  The  following  were  the  best  baskets  had 
during  the  week  on  the  different  waters-— On 
Drenane,  one  of  thirty -nine  ;  on  Cummeravanig 
one  of  four  dozen ;  on  Coomcatcun,  one  of  thirty- 
seven ;  and  on  Coomavoher,  one  of  twenty-nine 
Only  very  lew  of  the  fish  weighed  1  lb.  each.— T  J  D 
Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo).— Water  in  good  order', 
and  all  the  pools  on  the  upper  and  lower  reaches 
fairly  well  stocked  with  fish.  A  few  were  fish  sot 
durmg  the  past  few  days,  and  the  water  ii  jLt 
coming  into  order  now  after  a  big  spate  Lough 
Conn  fished  fairly  well  during  the  past  week,  some 
salmon  being  taken,  and  some  good  baskets  of  trout 
with  fly  and  minnow. — John  Devees. 

North  Kerry  Rivers.— In  the  evenings  a  few 
salmon  have  been  had  in  the  Feale,  but  none  on  the 
other  waters.  Sea-trout  are  beginning  to  furnish 
some  sport.    Waters  still  low. — T.  J.  D. 

Pontoon  (Anglers'  Hotel).— Mr.'  and  Mrs. 
Garrett  had  very  nice  sport.  On  June  2,  Mrs 
Garrett  killed  four  nice  trout  about  21b.  each  •  Jlr' 
Garrett  killed  three  good  trout,  largest,  241b.',  one 
pike,  71b.,  and  several  perch.  On  June  3,  Mrs 
Garrett  killed  two  trout,  largest,  31b.,  one  pike' 
91b.;  Mr.  Garrett,  three  trout,  largest,  3ilb  five 
pike,  largest  91b.,  and  eight  perch.  On'juke  4, 
day  bad,  fished  only  three  hours,  killed  four 
pike,  41  b.  each.  On  June  5,  Mrs.  Garrett  killed  five 
trout,  largest  31b. ;  Mr.  Garrett  kille  J  five  trout, 
largest  341b.,  a  nice  pike,  and  some  perch.  On 
June  6,  Mrs.  Garrett  three  trout,  1  lb.  each  •  Mr 
Garrett,  four  trout,  1  lb.  each.  On  June  8 '  Mrs' 
Garrett,  four  trout,  21b.  each ;  Mr.  Garrett '  eight 
trout,  largest,  31b.  On  June  9,  Mis.  Garrett  kUled 
two  trout,  1  lb.  each  ;  Mr.  Garrett  kiUed  three  trout 
1  lb  each,  and  a  nice  pike.  Total  trout,  thirty-nine' 
881b,  Most  of  the  trout  were  killed  on  May  Flv 
and  Golden  Olive.  On  June  2,  Mr.  S.  S.  Mossop 
had  seven  trout,  largest,  21b.,  one  pike,  71b.  •  on 
June  3,  two  trout,  21b.,  two  pike,  and  two  pe'rch  ■ 
on  June  4,  one  salmon,  11  lb.,  seven  trout,  largest 
341b.  ;  on  June  5,  nine  trout,  lib.  each,  one  pike 
51b.  ;  on  June  6,  five  pike,  largest  81b.,  one  trout,' 
21b.;  on  J  une  8,  nine  trout,  largest  21b.,  one  pike 
and  some  perch ;  on  June  9,  three  trout,  1  lb  each' 
Total,  one  salmon,  thirty-nine  trout.  Louohs  are 
gettmg  into  good  fishing  order.— P.  Healy. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— The  weather  has 
been  cooler  during  the  past  week,  and  a  little  rain 
has  fallen.  Water  in  good  order.  On  Doonass 
Mri.  Webster  killed  two  salmon,  74Ib,  121b.;  Mr 
Webster  one  salmon,  8|lb.  On  Prospect  the  fisher- 
men killed  three  salmon,  12Jb.,  lUlb.,  81b.  On 
Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham's  Castle  fishery  Miss  J.  M 
A\  heatley  killed  one  peal,  441b. ;  Miss  G.  Wheatley 
one  salmon,  8  J  lb. — John  Eneight  and  Son. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Good 
sport  has  been  had  on  the  above  waters  at  brown 
trout,  but  no  sea-trout  have  been  got  on  anv  of 
them  so  far. — T.  J.  D. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (Mullingar)  

Dapping  with  the  Green  Drake  is  virtually  over  "on 
these  lakes,  and  so  far  as  Loughs  Owel  and  Ennel 
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SPINNING  FOR  TROUT. 

The  Best  Line,  Warranted  not  to  Kink  or  Curl. 

THE  "SEAL"  BRAND  OF  UNDRESSED  SILK. 

No.  5.  Breaking  Strain  8  lbs   Price  3/6  per  100  yds. 

  »  -*/- 


No.  6. 
No.  7. 


10  lbs. 
12  lbs. 


4/6 


GILT  AND  SILVER  DEVON  MINNOWS. 

1  in.  to  IHn.     ■•■      1/-  each.        If  in.  and  2  in.    ..      1/3  each. 

EXTRA  HEAVY  DEVONS. 

i  in.    2/-  each.        3  in.    2/6  each. 

Gut  Traces,  li  yards  long,  2  swivels,  8<a..  each. 

H.    CLARKE    &  SONS, 

38 f   GALLOWTREE  GATE,  LEICESTER. 

Established  1832. 


12/3,  14/-,  15/9,  17/6,  19/3,  &c. 

SUIT  LENGTHS 

"  Homespun  " 


Variety  of  Shades ;  Pure  Wool ;  unexcelled  for  Style  and  Hard  Wear. 


Fop  angling,  SHOOTING,  and  GOLFING 
SUITS  and  COSTUMES  any  of  the  cloths 
ean  now  be  supplied  EXTRA  SHRUNK  and 
RAINPROOFED  at  a   small   extra  charg-e. 

When  treated  by  this  process  (which  renders  them  rain  but  not  air 
proof,  and   ENTIRELY  OBVIATES    SHRINKING)  the 

Bantry  Tweeds  form  ideal  materials  for  these  purposes  as  well  as 
for  General  wear. 

Patterns  free  from  THOMAS  COPITHORNE,  Bantry,  Ireland. 


OGDEN&SCOTFORD 

PITTVILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM, 

Exhibitors,  Patentees,  and  Manufacturers  of  First- 
Ciass  Rods,  Fiies,  and  Taclde. 


A  fine  display  of  their  Specialities  now  on  view — 
BUILDING  No.  3, 

FRANCO -BRITISH  EXHIBITION 

(Uxbridge  Road  Entrance). 

A  Large  Range  of 

GANE-BUILT  BLUE  MAHOE  AND  GREENHEART 
SALMON,  GRILSE,  AND  TROUT  RODS, 


AND 


All  Mn.g,l±Ti^  Requisites. 


An  Inspection  Invited. 


Lists  Free. 


P.  D.  MALLOCH, 


SCOTT 
 -PERTH 


MANUFACTURER  OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION  OF^  FISHING 
TACKLE   SUITABLE    FOR    ALL    FARTS    OF  THE  WORLD. 

Malloeh's    New    Rods  in  two  joints,  all  greenheart,  for  Salmon,  very  light  and  powerful. 

The  New  '*  AiPylig'ht "  Trout  Rod,-  in  two  joints,  for  flexibility,  balance,  and  lightness,  is  unsurpassed. 


MALLOGH'S  PATENT  CASTING  REEL 

The  only  Perfect  Casting  Reel  for  Salmon,  Mahseer,  and  Trout,  and  all 
kinds  of  Coarse  Fishing.    Unsurpassed  for  long  distance  casting.  Simple 
and  easy  to  learn. 


MALLOGH'S  PATENT  FLY  CASE. 

For  Salmon,  Grilse,  Sea  Trout,  and  Eyed 
Flies  of  all  sizes.    Handy  and  compact.  Each 
fly  secured  by  neat  and  effective  arrangement. 
Large  assortment  of  sizes  to  choose  from. 


Malloeh's  New  King'fisheP  Silk  Waterproof  Lines,  all  sizes,  single  and  double,  tapered  and 
level.    This  is  without  doubt  the  best  line  ever  produced. 

LARGEST  STOCK  IN  THE  KINGDOM  OF  FLIES  FOR  SALMON,  GRILSE,  SEA  TROUT  AND  LOCH  AND  RIVER  TROUT,  INCLUDING  MANY 
NEW  PATTERNS,  ALL  NEATLY  AND  BEAUTIFULLY  TIED.       J^ew  illustrated  Lists  free. 

Il.w£ii7ded    XO   Gold    elxicI   o1iHex>   IVIedELls   fox>   Excellence    in   Fishing  TsLckle. 

Telegrams:    MALLOCH,   PERTH.  Telephone    No.  31. 
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are  concerned  it  was  almost  a  failure  this  time.  I 
am  far  below  the  mark,  I  am  sure,  when  I  state  that 
one  fly  did  not  rise  on  the  latter  lake  for  the 
hundred  or  two  hundred  of  former  years ;  and  on 
Lough  Owel  not  one  for  the  thousand.  In  fact,  on 
three  parts  of  this  lake  there  was  no  rise  at  all,  and 
dapping  was  simply  labour  in  vain.  There  are 
various  theories  as  to  the  scarcity  of  flies,  and  for 
my  part  I  put  it  down  to  a  succession  of  cold  and 
wet  seasons  and  to  the  ravages  of  the  blackheaded 
gulls.  On  Monday  (June  8)  I  visited  Lough  Owe], 
but  could  only  collect  half  a  dozen  Green  Drake.  I 
tried  artificials,  and  had  a  beautiful  four-pounder 
just  to  the  net  when  the  hook  broke  below 
the  barb,  and  I  lost  him.  I  only  rose  one  other. 
Flies  were  also  very  scarce  on  Ennel  on  June  8.  A 
friend  of  mine  got  a  four-pound  trout,  dapping.  The 
trout,  in  consequence  of  the  scarcity  of  tiies,  must 
have  adopted  some  other  kind  of  feeding.  They  do 
not  appear  on  the  surface  as  in  former  years,  and  it 
is  very  disappointing.  Lough  Derravaragh  showed 
up  the  best  of  the  three  Westmeath  lakes  this  year, 
but  there  is  plenty  of  shelter  around  almost  every 
part,  though  I  fear  the  gulls  will  play  havoc  with 
the  flies  in  course  of  time,  as  they  have  already 
done  on  Ennel. — T.  J.  W. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — On  June  7,  favoured  by  fine  weather 
and  oS-shore  (N.)  wind,  a  number  of  boat  anglers 
were  off  (chiefly  over  the  Black  Rock  ground, 
about  a  mile  off  shore)  after  sea  bream,  etc.,  since 
which  the  sea  has  been  more  or  less  choppy,  and  at 
time  of  writing  little  is  being  done.  Prawns  are 
very  plentiful  in  the  rocky  pools. — H. 

Deal. — The  weather  is  all  that  one  requires  for 
holiday  seekers,  and  several  have  taken  advan- 
tage of  the  tides,  etc.,  and  tried  their  luck  inside 
Goodwin  and  been  well  satisfied  with  their  sport. 
Mr.  Spence,  with  T.  Upton,  fishing  on  June  9,  took 
twenty-fo\ir  dog-fish,  two  large  pout  and  three 
whiting;  one  rig  weighed  16|-lb.  and  gear  broke  up. 
Mr.  R.  C.  Williams,  tishing  with  Dick  Riley,  twenty- 
four  dog-fish,  ranging  from  about  41b.  to  101b.,  five 
whiting,  one  codling,  one  horse  mackerel,  and  his 
gear  broke  up,  while  other  boats  about  the  same 
average,  and  inshore  fishing  with  codling  and  flat 
fish  and  a  few  whiting ;  and  one  cannot  complain  for 
so  early  in  the  season. — Edwd.  Hamgek  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  (tlie  Pier). — Our  Whitsun  visitors  mustered 
strong  upon  the  pier,  but  angling  proved  extremely 
disappointing  all  through  the  holiday,  scarcely  any- 
thing coming  to  hand  except  a  few  mussdogs  and 
an  occasional  dab  or  codling.  Pollack  anglers  were 
doomed  to  disappointment,  as  only  four  of  this 
species  were  caught  in  the  course  of  as  many  days. 
When  such  skilled  fishermen  as  Messrs.  Pierpoint, 
Manico,  Grant,  Hayward,  Stadenmael,  Sharman, 
Stock,  and  Sard,  cannot  secure  fish,  it  may  safely 
be  assumed  that  they  are  not  in  the  neighbourhood. 
Mr.  Rose  took  a  71b.  skate  on  June  5,  and  one  was 
hooked  but  lost  on  June  8,  and  since  that  date 
scarcely  anything  has  been  caught.  The  water 
temperature  is  at  present  (June  10)  56  8,  and  much 
better  sport  may  reasonably  be  expected. — J. 
Richardson. 

Falmouth. — Fishing  is  now  in  full  swing,  and 
many  good  captures  are  reported — one  party  of  four 
gentlemen  visited  the  Gull  Rock,  and  were  rewarded 
with  3^  score  of  mackerel,  pollack,  and  bass  weigh- 
ing up  to  71b.  Mackerel,  pollack,  and  bass  are  in 
the  harbour  in  shoals,  and  a  bass  taken,  on  being 
opened,  was  found  to  contain  quite  a  cupful  of  rag- 
worm.  The  Swanpool  is  now  fishing  well— eleven 
grey  mullet  and  two  trout  fell  to  one  rod,  the  latter 
weighing  2|lb. — H.  H.  Read. 

Penzance. — Fine  weather ;  fair  sport.  Mr.  Dent 
and  party,  with  Phil  Nichols  in  steam  yacht  Nora, 
on  June  3,  caught  fourteen  pollack,  from  101b.  to 
171b.  ;  on  June  4,  at  Carn,  bass,  and  twenty-six 
pollack,  from  101b.  to  171b.  On  June  8,  Mr.  T.  A. 
Hicks,  with  W.  George,  had  a  good  catch  of  pollack, 
etc.  Messrs.  Rowe,  B.S.A.S.,  and  Captain  Chivers, 
three  pollack,  one  181b.  cod,  one  ray,  ten  various. 
Messrs.  Beringer  and  Parkman,  three  large  pollack, 
thirty  various.  Whiffing  in  the  bay :  good  sport 
with  moderate-sized  pollack  ;  catches,  forty  down ; 
near  the  Runnelstone,  catches  100  down  ;  average, 
fifty  per  boat  of  large  pollack ;  average  weight, 
1 1  lb. ;  these  are  caught  on  large  red  rubber  sand- 
eels.  Pier  fishing:  good  sport  with  fair-sized 
pollack.  Mr.  Johns,  ground  fishing  on  June  8, 
caught  a  bream  21in.  long ;  estimated  weight, 
between  51b.  and  61b.  Later. — On  June  9,  Mr. 
Rowe,  B.S.A.S.,  and  Captain  Chivers,  with  Boatman 
Colmer,  fourteen  pouting,  one  large  bream,  six 
chad,  four  mackerel,  and  four  pollack,  14lb.,  121b., 
91b.,  and  61b.  respectively.— J.  H.  Rowe  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — Weather  very  warm  and  fine,',  sea 
smooth,  and  everything  in  order  for  the  fisherman. 


Pollack  are  very  plentiful,  and  they  are  much  larger 
than  a  few  weeks  ago.  The  best  place  for  them  is 
the  Leek  Beds  oft  Bovisand,  and  the  west  end  of 
the  Breakwater.  The  very  large  ones  are  still  at 
the  Mewstone.  The  bass  are  there  also  in  great 
numbers,  but  at  the  back  of  the  Slimers  is  the  most 
likely  spot  for  these.  I  have  heard  of  some  nice 
takes  of  smaller  ones  from  off  the  rocks  at  Devil's 
Point,  and  an  occasional  large  one  is  to  be  had. 
The  Cawsand  men  are  catching  some  peal  in  their 
nets,  and  very  fine  ones  they  are.  The  list  of  edible 
fish  for  this  month  includes  bream,  wrasses,  smelt, 
sturgeon,  bass,  surmullet,  salmon,  peal,  trout, 
pilchard,  rays,  pollack,  hake,  mackerel,  dory,  scad, 
eel,  conger,  launce,  sole,  plaice,  turbot,  brill,  mary- 
sole,  flounders,  halibut. — William  Heabdeb. 

Scarhorough. — At  time  of  writing  (June  9)  sea 
anglers  are  having  good  sport,  and  taking  "  dabs  " 
and  silver  whiting,  some  of  large  size;  and  if  the 
wind  keeps  westerly  (off  the  land)  we  shall  doubt- 
less have  a  continuance  of  good  sport. — H. 

Torcross  (Start  Bay). — ^We  have  had  glorious 
weather  here  all  this  month,  and  fishing  has  been 
good.  N.W.  wind  and  smooth  water.  Mr.  Jas. 
Criddle  caught  with  rod  (casting)  nineteen  bass  on 
June  6,  sixty  on  June  7,  and  forty-one  on  June  8, 
the  total  catch  weighing  4cwt.  Mr.  Willans,  of 
Chester,  has  taken  a  large  quantity  of  mackerel  and 
pollack.  Thou?and3  of  mackerel  are  landed  daily 
by  nets.  Men,  boats,  and  bait  can  be  had  here. — 
— Torcross. 

Weymouth. — The  weather  still  continues  fine, 
and  angling  may  be  enjoyed  under  best  conditions. 
Fishing  from  the  shore  at  Preston  has  been  fairly 
good,  but  several  large  bass  have  been  seen 
rising  there,  although  not  on  the  feed.  Mr. 
Fudge  and  Mr.  Rodgers  took  a  few  on  June  8, 
largest  about  3flb.  Mr.  Wallis  a  bass  of  5 Jib., 
and  Mr.  S.  C.  C.  Green,  of  London,  who  is  visiting 
here,  had  a  bass  of  3Jlb.,  on  Monday,  also  losing  a 
large  one.  Fi-hing  again  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Green 
landed  a  small  one,  and  again  missed  a  big  one. 
At  Ferry  Bridge  fishing  has  also  been  slack, 
the  largest  bass  taken  being  one  of  51b.,  caught 
by  Mr.  F.  Russell,  of  Wyke  Regis,  on  June  4.  A 
little  sport  has  also  been  enjoyed  by  visitors  fishing 
from  off  the  breakwater,  pouting,  pollack,  and  an 
occasional  bass  being  the  principal  fish.  Tides  are 
getting  just  right  for  the  week-end,  the  springs  just 
commencing. — Chas.  J.  RtrssBLL  (W.A.A.) 


Jlssociafions,  etc. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  jpost. 


City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

As  previously  arranged,  no  ordinary  meeting  took 
place  on  the  Tuesday  following  Whit  Monday. 
However,  there  was  a  special  meeting  of  the  com- 
mittee under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  John  Dryden 
(hon.  librarian),  at  which  important  business  was 
transacted,  including  consideration  of  the  question 
as  to  the  exact  position  of  angling  societies 
and  the  angling  public  generally  under  the 
new  "  Port  of  London  Bill  "  now  before  Parliament, 
in  the  event  of  the  Bill  being  passed.  After 
full  discussion,  sundry  important  additions  and 
amendments  were  suggested,  and  the  hon.  secretary 
was  instructed  to  make  representations  accord- 
ingly to  Mr.  Philip  Morrell,  M.P.,  hon.  secretary 
of  the  Upper  Thames  Public  Rights  Committee, 
and  also  to  Mr.  F.  B.  Mildmay,  M.P.,  President  of 
the  C.L.P.S.  The  attention  of  the  committee  was 
also  engaged  upon  the  subject  of  obtaining  fishing 
rights  for  the  members  of  the  City  of  London 
Society  upon  a  well-known  river  of  the  very  highest 
piscatorial  reputation,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
negotiations  now  going  on  will  lead  to  a  result 
eminently  satisfactory  to  all  concerned. — Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 
The  meeting  on  Wednesday  was  presided  over 
by  Mr.  A.  W.  Kearsley,  when  some  important 
matters  were  discussed.  The  draw  for  the  first 
round  of  the  championship  competition  has  taken 
place,  and  the  competitors  will  be  advised  by  letter 
in  the  usual  way.  This  roimd  must  be  fished  off 
before  July  28,  and  the  secretary  notified  by  the 
respective  winners.  During  the  holidays  the  May 
Fly  rise  on  the  society's  trout  fishery  was  most  dis- 
appointing— very  few  Mays  came  up,  and  the  trout 


The  Tkout  Fly  Dresser's  Cabinet  of  Devices,  or  Faw  to 
Tie  Trout  and  Gratlinq  Flies.— Can  be  had  post  free  for  2/3 
in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  tha  Fishing  Gazette,  19,  Adam- 
street,  Adelphi,  Strand,  London,  W.C.  Second  Edition.  By 
H.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "The  best  book  ever 
written  on  the  subject." — Fishing  Gazette. 


were  not  taking  them.  Experts  are  of  opinion  that 
the  rise  will  again  be  a  straggling  one,  very  similar 
to  the  rise  last  year.  Although  the  trout  have  not 
been  taking  the  May  Fly,  the  reports  from  Farnham 
are  very  good.  Mr.  J.  L.  Crouch  has  taken  three 
brace  of  trout,  best  lib.  loz.  ;  Mr.  A.  Piercy,  six 
brace,  best  fish  just  over  1  lb.  ;  Rev.  J.  Adams,  a 
leash  of  good  fish,  best  1  lb.  12oz. ;  Mr.  H.  Dunn, 
four  brace,  up  to  1  lb. ;  Mr.  W.  T.  Atwood,  four  and 
a  half  brace,  best  two  just  under  1  lb.  each  ;  Mr.  T. 
A.  Shaw,  one  trout,  1  lb.  S^oz. ;  he  also  hooked 
a  very  good  specimen,  played  it  for  a  minute  or  so, 
then  the  fish  ran  foul  round  an  old  sunken  tree-root, 
and,  notwithstanding  the  assistance  given  him  by 
other  members  in  trying  to  release  the  line,  the 
trout  lives  to  fight  another  day.  Other  members 
have  taken  trout  from  the  same  fishery,  but  the 
reports  are  not  yet  to  hand.  With  the  exception  of 
three  taken  on  a  light-coloured  May  Fly,  all  the 
above  fish  were  taken  on  ordinary  trout  flies,  the 
favourites  being  the  Pale  and  Olive  Duns  and 
March  Brown.  There  was  a  very  good  rise  of  large 
Alders,  small  Pale  Duns,  Spinners,  and  Black 
Gnats  at  Farnham  on  June  3,  and  in  the  evening 
about  six  o'clock  there  was  a  much  better  rise  of 
May  Fly.  Mr.  H.  Dunn,  fishing  on  the  Test,  caught 
five  good  trout,  lib.  2oz.,  lib.  lOoz.,  21b.  2oz., 
lib.  9Joz.,  and  lib.  IJoz.  Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham 
also  bagged  a  fine  brace  from  the  Kennet,  3  Jib.  and 
4Jlb. — ^HoN.  Reporter. 


A  "CAPTAIN  OF  INDUSTRY." 


MR.  SAMUEL  ALLCOCK,  J.P. 


"  Redditoh  is  as  much  the  metropolis  of  the  manu- 
facture of  fishing-tackle  as  it  is  of  the  needle  trade. 
From  the  Ai'otic  to  the  Antarctic,  from  the  Yellow 
Sea  to  Hudson  Bay,  the  products  of  the  Redditoh 
craftsmen  are  cast  in  many  waters,  and  on  the  fish- 
hook hangs  the  prosperity  of  thousands  of  East 
Worcestershire  homes."  Thus  says  the  Birmingham 
Gazette,  which  prints  a  splendid  portrait  of  Mr. 
Samuel  AUcock,  J.P.,  and  a  biography  of  the  well- 
known  wholesale  tackle  mamifacturer's  business. 
The  Gazette  alludes  to  the  Standard  Works,  by  which 
name  the  block  of  buildings  at  Redditch  is  known, 
and  continues  : — "  When  the  first  bricks  of  the 
existing  works  were  laid  his  business  was  already 
set  on  a  firm  foimdation.  From  this  time  onwards 
the  tale  is  one  of  steady  and  continuous  progress. 
Mr.  Allcock  was  imsparing  of  himself  in  his  activi- 
ties at  home  and  abroad — for  he  frequently  imder- 
took  long  journeys  across  the  Continent  in  the 
interests  of  his  business,  and  thus  brought  Redditch 
into  direct  touch  with  customers  in  every  clime. 
And  now  the  Standard  Works  cover  a  considerable 
area  of  grovmd,  their  products  are  known  thi-ough 
all  the  world  wherever  the  disciples  of  the  gentle 
Walton  may  be  found,  and  Mr.  Allcock  controls  a 
vast  concern  which  directly  employs  nearly  a  thou- 
sand hands. 

"  The  Road  to  Success. 

"If  he  were  to  sum  up  the  essential  attributes 
which  have  made  for  success  in  his  own  remarkable 
career,  Mr.  Allcock  would  tell  you  that  in  hard  work, 
perseverance,  and  thrift  lies  the  way  to  commercial 
eminence.  He  has  worked  hard  from  mere  boyhood, 
and  he  has  not  wholly  laid  aside  the  cares  of  business 
even  now.  He  has  persevered  as  only  men  full  of  grit 
and  patience  and  the  will  to  succeed  can  persevere. 
He  has  been  thrifty  in  his  own  life  that  he  might 
benefit  others — and  the  thrift  which  has  helped  him 
to  develop  an  undertaking  of  such  size  has  been  of 
immense  material  advantage  to  Redditch. 

"  In  his  absences,"  says  the  Gazette,  "  the  works 
have  been  in  the  charge  of  his  sons-in-law,  Mr.  G.  E. 
Leach  and  Mr.  Alfred  Williams,  who  are  associated 
with  him  in  the  conduct  of  the  business.  A  few  j^ears 
ago  the  firm  was  formed  into  a  private  limited  com- 
pany of  which  Mr.  Allcock  is  the  chairman  and 
managing  director.  As  an  employer  of  labour,  Mr. 
Samuel  Allcock  has  generously  recognised  his  respon- 
sibilities towards  his  workpeople,  to  whom  he  has 
ever  been  not  merely  a  master  but  a  friend,  in  whose 
ready  sympathy  and  generous  kindhness  implicit 
reliance  is  placed.  There  seems,  indeed,  to  be  a  very 
happy  note  about  the  relationship  of  master  and 
inen  at  the  Standard  Works,  a  note  which  was  truly 
soimded  nine  years  ago,  on  the  occasion  of  :Mi-. 
Allcock's  seventieth  birthday." 

The  very  interesting  article  concludes  with  refe- 
rences to  the  public  positions  occupied  by  3Ii-. 
Allcock.  For  a  while  he  was  chairman  of  the  Red- 
ditch Local  Board,  and  for  twenty  years  was  on  the 
Broomsgi-ove  Board  of  Guardians.  He  was  one  of 
the  first  members  of  the  Worcestershire  County 
Coimcil,  and  in  1893  was  made  a  county  magistrate. 
He  has  also  taken  an  active  part  in  poUtics,  the 
chapel,  education,  and  the  charitable  institutions  of 
Redditch. 
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BEWARE 


of  People  assuming:  and  trading:  in  tlie  name 
of  Og^den.  AVOID  disappointment  by 
dealing;   at   tlie  old-estabiished  shop. 


JAMES  OGDEN 


Durham  Rangeh 


PRACTICAL  ANGLER,  AND  MANUFACTURER  OF 
EVERY  DESCRIPTION  OF  FISHING  TACKLE. 


Maker  ot  High-class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  Rods, 


Jobs  Scat 


The  Best  and  most  Artistic  Fly  Dressers  known  are  in  the  employ  of  JAMES  OGDEN. 

Jas.  Ogden's  "Multnin  in  Parvo"  Fly  Rod,  21/- 

A  BETTER  FLY  ROD  IS  BEYOND  THE  ART  OF  ROD  MAKING.   SENT  ON  APPROVAL  FOR  INSPECTION. 


IMPORTANT  CAUTION. 

The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  Fishing  Tackle  Business 

Telephone  27Y5.  Cheltenham,  Telegrams;  "James  Ogden." 


Trout  Fishing 

FORTY  MINUTES  FROM  LONDON. 
ONE  OR  TWO  RODS  TO  LET. 
SEVEN  MILES  OF  STREAM,  PERHAPS  AS 
WELL  STOCKED  AS  ANY  IN  ENGLAND. 
ALL  FISHABLE. 

TROUT  AVERAGE  NEARLY  ONE  POUND. 

Comfortable  Quarters  close  to  water. 
For  particulars  apply  to  "  MANAGER," 
ICKLEFORD  FISHERY,  HITCHIN,  HERTS. 


A   GRAND  HOLIDAY  SEA  TRIP. 


A  RUN  TO  DUBLIN 

Being    a    graphic   illustrated    account  of  the 

MAGNIFICENT   SEA  XRII> 

by  the  Steamers  of  the  British  and  Irish  Steam  Packet  Co. 
(Agents— J.  Haetley  and  Co.,  19,  Leadenhall  Street). 

Leaving  London  for  Dublin  every  Sunday  and  Wednesday,  and  sailing 
along  the  coast,  calling  at  Portsmouth,  Southampton,  Plymouth  and 
Falmouth,  at  each  of  which  ports  the  journey  may  be  broken. 


Md.  post  free. 


F.  E.  LONGLEY,  39,  Warwicl<  Lane,  London,  E.G. 


J.  E.  MILLER, 

NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  DEPOT,  19,  New  Station  St.,  LEEDS. 


Telegrams  :  "  PISCATOR,  LEEDS." 


Telephone  :  No.  2601. 


SPENT  MAY  FLIES. 

HALFORD  \  HAMPSHIRE 

PATTERHS,  V       \  PATTERNS, 

4/6    X.  4/6 


per  doz. 

VERY  KILLING. 


per  doz. 

VERY  KILLING. 


BUSTARDS  AND  MIDGES 

FOR  EVENING  FISHING. 

BROWN,  WHITE,  YELLOW,  RED  BUSTARDS,  2/-  per  doz. 
MILLER'S  FAR-FAMED  MIDGES  are  killing  in  all  rivers  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  3/-  per  doz, 

BECK  WHITE  MOTHS,  Special,  3/6  per  doz. 

CHUB  AND  DACE  FLIES 

IN  GREAT  VARIETY. 

CHUB,  2/6  per  doz.   MILLER'S  DACE  FLIES,  2/-  per  doz. 

HAITI  FLY  CASTS,   1/-  each. 
FLIES  ON  HAIR,  GUT,  ETED-HOOKS,  X/9  per  dog. 

THE  "WEE"  CHAPMAN 

For  Spinning  a  Small  Minnow 
in  low,  clear  water. 

Price,  with  5  trebles  as  sketch,  1/6. 
„       „    3      „  1/3. 

WRITE  FOR  ILLUSTRATED  LIST,  POST  FREE. 
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ilofes  from  tt)e  iIot:fl> 

Dr.  T.  Wemyss-Fttlton  is  giving  a  short  course 
of  lectures  under  the  auspices  of  the  Aberdeen 
University  on  the  "  Scientific  Study  of  Fisheries," 
the  (u-st  of  the  series  being  given  on  Friday  evening 
June  12.  J  f>y 


Dr.  Fulton  is  head  of  the  Scientific  Department 
of  tlie  Scotch  Fishery  Board,  and  in  charge  of  the 
Nigg  Hatchery,  and  this  is  the  first  time  any  such 
teaching  has  been  attempted. 

Mr.  Robert  Lindsay,  Aberdeen,  had  a  beautiful 
basket  of  trout  on  Saturday  morning  on  the  club's 
water  at  Kintore.  One  of  them  weighed  4ilb.  and 
another  2ilb. 


Most  anglers  have  left  the  Dee,  yet  one  or  two 
at  Banchory  and  Aboyne  are  getting,  with  evening 
hshmg,  an  occasional  grilse  or  salmon.  Mr.  R.  Meff 
liad  a  51b.  grilse  and  five  fine  trout  on  Saturday 
(J une  C)  on  the  Tor-na-Coil  water. 


I  .saw  a  43 -Jib.  salmon  weighed  and  sold  in  Aber- 
deen Market  to-day  (June  8),  the  first  of  the 
autumn  migration,  and  a  cock  to  boot.  It  fetched 
Is.  7d.  per  pound. 


Johnnie  Mortimer,  Lord  Penrhyn's  gilUe,  had 
126  sahnon  in  twenty-six  days  in  May  on  the 
Cairnton  Dee  water.  Robertson,  the  imder-giUie 
helped  up  this  total.    Their  best  day  was  ten.  ' 

-  Gen.  the  Hon.  W.  S.  D.  Home  finished  his 
lease  of  the  Duke  of  Gordon's  water  on  Saturday 
(June  6)  for  the  spring.  May  was  the  best  month 
yielding  one  week  twenty  fish,  but  the  season 
otherwise  was  a  poor  one. 


Mr.  E.  Gibb  left  Montrose  last  week  for  St.  John's 
Labrador,  in  the  ss.  Cornelia,  which  he  has  fitted 
out  to  carry  live  salmon  to  this  country. 

From  twenty  to  thirty  tons  of  live  salmon  will 
be  carried  each  trip.    They  will  be  shipped  at 
Hamilton   Inlet,  and  will  arrive  in  the  west  of 
.  Scotland  in  a  week.   The  crew  numbers  thirty-five 
and  the  cost  of  the  scheme  some  £15,000. 

Special  Scotch. 


Walton  A.C.,  seventeen  trout,  101b.  12oz.;  R.  C.  Haw- 
thorn, Loith  Fly  Fishing  Association,  fifteen  trout, 
lOlb.  5oz.  ;  G.  Liddell,  Uddingston  Waltonian  A.O., 
fourteen  trout,  lOlb.  3oz.  ;  S.  Emslie,  Dundee  West- 
end  A.C,  fourteen  trout,  101b.  2oz.  ;  A.  Brown, 
Edinburgh  Waverley  A.C,  twelve  trout,  !)lb.  13oz.  ; 

F.  Gih.son,  Edinburgh  St.  Andrew  A.C.,  eleven  trout, 
9lb.  13oz.  ;  J.  G.  Kininond,  Dimdee  A.C,  eleven 
trout,  <Jlb.  lOoz.  ;  Wni.  GiUios,  Glasgow  (Secretary), 
tlurteen  trout,  !>lb.  fioz.  ;  T.  Wilson,  Coatbridge  A.C 
(champion  last  year),  ten  trout,  91b.  ;  A.  M.  Calder, 
Ellem  F.C  (Duns),  ten  trout,  81b.  12oz.  ;  T.  Lock- 
hart,  Glasgow  Borderers'  F.C,  tliirteen  trout, 
81b.  12oz.  ;  H.  M.  Brownlie,  Dunfermline  A.C, 
sixteen  trout,  81b.  9oz.  ;  F.  A.  Rattenburg,  Kelvin- 
side  Academical  A.C,  twelve  trout,  71b.  lOoz.  ;  J.  M. 
Wright,  Loch  Leven  A. A.,  ten  trout,  71b.  lOoz.  ; 

G.  W.  McCreath,  Glasgow  Western  A.C,  nine  trout, 
71b.  9oz.  ;  G.  J.  Cargey,  Edinburgh  Breadalbane 
A.C,  foui'teen  trout,  71b.  ;  J.  Carswell,  Wellshot 
A.C,  eight  trout,  71b.  ;  G.  T.  Wilson,  Falkirk  F.C, 
nine  trout,  61b.  Iloz.  ;  W.  D.  Niven,  Esk  Midlothian 
A.A.,  nine  trout,  Clb.  9oz.  ;  A.  Morrison,  St.  Mungo 
A.C,  twelve  trout,  61b.  6oz.  ;  T.  S.  Knox,  Clack- 
mannan F.C,  nine  trout,  61b.  2oz.  ;  J.  F.  Mackie, 
Stirling  F.C,  nine  trout,  61b.  2oz.  ;  W.  H.  Gibb, 
Edinburgh  (Vice-President),  nine  trout,  61b.  2oz.  ; 
P.  T.  Moodie,  Alloa  A.C,  seven  trout,  61b.  ;  J.  O. 
Macniven,  Glasgow  (President),  .seven  trout, 
51b.  15oz.  ;  Call  Short,  Glendale  A.C,  five  trout, 
51b.  ;  J.  M.  Burnett,  Pollokshields  A.C,  seven  trout, 
51b.  ;  O.  A.  J.  Lee,  Callander  A.C,  five  trout, 
41b.  15oz.  ;  P.  McCulloch,  Glasgow  Clydesdale  A.C, 
SIX  trout,  41b.  4oz.  Robt.  B.  Laing. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

MR.  JOHN  HANDLEY  ON  FISHING  FROM 
PIERS. 


NATIONAL  ANGLING  CLUBS'  COM- 
T'ETITION  ON  LOCH  LEVEN. 


A  RECORD  CATCH. 


The  National  Angling  Clubs  Association  held  its 
twenty-ninth  competition  on  Loch  Leven  on  Wed- 
,  nesday  (June  3),  and,  as  was  stated  in  our  brief 
-   wire  in  last  week's  issue,  had  a  record  catch  of 
■■   593  trout  (4461b.  15oz.)  with  fly  by  forty-four  rods 
in  nine  liom-s'  fishing.    This  catch  is  surprising  when 
it  is  considered  tliat  the  weather  was  not  at  all 
favourable-looking.    There  was  a  strong  light  most 
of  the  day  and  very  little  breeze  in  the  afternoon, 
hut  the  fish  were  rising  all  day  to  the  lures. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  association  held  the 
previous  evemng,  Mr.  J.  O.  Macniven,  who  presided 
said  tliat  while  the  loch  would  be  under  the  manao-e- 
ment  of  the  Tay  Salmon  Fisheries  Co.,  Ltd.,  next 
year,  it  was  the  intention  of  the  new  management 
to  keep  the  loch  open  to  the  public  as  at  present,  so 
that- their  competition  could  continue  to  be  held'  on 
the  loch  in  future.  The  prize-winners  at  the  com- 
petition were  : — First,  Mr.  H.  Kennedy,  West  of 
Scotland  Club,  twenty-two  trout,  181b.  12oz  • 
second,  :Mi-.  Lewis  S.  Spence,  Edinburgh  A  C  ' 
twenty-four  trout,  J  71b.  12oz.  ;  third.  Mi-.  John 
Ritchie,  Rowbank  A.C,  twentj^-six  trout,  171b  4oz  • 
fomth,  Mr.  A.  R.  Dick,  KJnross  F.C,  nineteen  trout' 
171b.  3oz.  ;  fifth,  Mr.  G.  H.  Douglas,  Edinburgh 
Amateiu-  A.C,  nineteen  trout,  161b.  12oz.  ;  sixth 
Mr.  J.  Anderson,  Midlotliian  A.A.,  twenty  trout,' 
151b.  lOoz.  A  special  prize  for  heaviest  trout  was  a 
,  tie  between  ilr.  Call  Short  (Glendale  A.C  )  and  Mr 
.  F.  G.  D.  Gibson  (Edinburgh  St.  Andrew  A  C  )  witli 
fish  of  21b.  2oz. 

Tlio  other  captures  effected  at  the  competit  on 
were  :— J.  Brown,  Bothwell  and  Blantyre  A  C 
twenty-two  trout,  151b.  lOoz.  ;  G.  Watson,  Fifesliire 
A.C,  nineteen  trout,  141b.  lOoz.  ;  T.  Pringle,  Kelso 
A.A.  (champion  in  1905),  twenty  trout,  141b'  9oz  • 
P.  D.  Malloeh,  Perth  A.C.  (champion  in  1906  and  on 
four  previous  occasions),  eighteen  trout  141b  • 
-E.  C.  Gedge  Glasgow  Buckland  A.C,  eighteen  trout' 
131b.  loz.  ;  W.  Robertson,  Perthshire  A.C,  sixteen 
trout,  121b.  I5oz.  ;  J.  Stevenson,  Glasgow  Wan- 
derers' A.C,  seventeen  trout,  121b.  14oz  •  A  W 
Parlane,  St.  Mirin  A.C.  (Paisley),  twelve  trout' 
121b.  9oz.  ;  R.  B.  G.  Greig,  Glasgow  Bohemian  A  C  ' 
nineteen  trout,  II  lb.  Iloz.  ;  R.  Turnbull,  Edinburgh 


Wednesday,  Jime  3 — Derby  Day — but  there  are 
many  forms  of  sport,  and  sea  angling  did  not  suffer. 
There  was  a  very  good  attendance  in  Fetter-lane 
to  hear  the  veteran  pier  angler  Mr.  John  Handley 
throw  out  hints  on  pier  angling,  the  only  complaint 
being  that  they  were  so  few,  for  the  voice  of  expe- 
rience is  there  listened  to. 

Mr.  Handley  averred  that  the  pier  angler  was 
and  could  be  no  specialiser.  Scientific  observation 
he  had  httle  opportvmity  for  cultivating,  for  he  had 
not  the  opportunity  afforded  to  the  boat  angler  of 
hunting  his  fish.  Chained  to  the  pier,  he  could  catch 
only  the  fish  that  came  to  him — all  was  fish  that 
came  to  his  hook,  but  owing  to  tlie  small  size  of  the 
inshore  fish,  many  indeed  of  them  had,  in  decency, 
to  be  returned  to  their  native  element. 

But  as  encountering  and  vanquishing  diffi- 
culties only  made  the  true  sportsman  more  keen  in 
his  pursuit,  great  attention  was  necessary  in  the 
selection  and  use  of  rod,  Une,  tackle,  and  baits. 
For  the  former  he  favoured  the  use  of  a  7ft. 
greenheart  with  a  short  top  of  solid  whalebone  and 
snake  rings  and  Bates'  fine  fine,  or  a  bamboo  with 
porcelain  rings,  8ft.  long.  The  tackle  had  to  be 
varied  to  suit  prevailing  weather  and  the  size  of  the 
fish  about  at  the  time  of  fishing.  Much  and  some 
strange  tackle  had  been  lately  boomed  by  the 
tackle-makers  for  all,  and  more  than  all,  it  was  worth. 
With  experience  came  simplicity  and  consequent 
efficiency;  the  use  of  a  gut  cast,  ledgering  in 
the  stream  and  the  paternoster  in  quiet  water, 
a  suitable  hook  as  to  which  there  need  not  be 
much  fuss,  summed  up  his  recommendations 
imder  this  head.  Of  baits  you  have  to  put  up  with 
what  you  can  get,  but  a  ruig  landing-net  on  blind- 
cord  will  always  procure  the  useful  crab,  and  a  few 
rubber  bands  or  a  strip  of  parchment  is  easily 
converted  into  useful  bait.  For  the  best  fish  it  was 
necessary  fii-st  to  find  the  bottom  and  then  keep 
just  off  it.  The  bait  should  be  kept  moving  as 
much  as  possible.  Big  fish  were  not  often  taken 
from  piers,  and  the  bag  need  not  be  a  large  one, 
but  sport  there  was  to  be  had,  even  if  it  was  under 
disadvantage. 

Mr.  Handley  has  been  a  successful  boat  fisher- 
man, and  points  out  that  to  some  that  side  of  the 
sport  is  barred  by  various  reasons.  The  pier  and 
shore  fishing  has  amenities  of  many  kinds,  and 
some  love  to  enjoy  them.  Healthier  by  far,  he 
said,  it  is  to  fish  from  a  pier — home  close,  shelter 
from  weather,  and  fair  and  good  society. 

Mr.  Handley  is  a  "  John  Bickerdvke  "  prize- 
wiimer  for  pier  angling,  and  did  not  fail  to  appreciate 
the  provision  made  for  that  branch  of  the  sport  by 
the  society.  The  balloting  for  place  at  competitions 
he  approved,  but  thought  that  no  shifting  of  place 
should  be  permitted.  The  present  minimum 
weights  he  judged  were  low  yet,  though  they 
ought  to  be  kept  much  under  the  limit  of  those  for 
boat  angling. 

With  some  remarks  on  Deal  Pier,  Mr.  Handley 
brought  a  most  interesting  paper  to  a  close^ 


Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  was  glad  ho  could  fish  from  a 
boat  and  hunt  his  prey  ;  he  did  at  times  fish  from 
piers,  l)ut  was  not  enamoured  with  tlie  i)ractice. 

Further  discussion  carried  on  by  Messrs.  Nickels 
Colley,  Bass,  Minchin,  Hcjward  (•'  Dragnet  ")  tlio 
chairman,  Mr.  (ioorge  Read  Clarke,  the  secre'tary 
Mr.  Pickup,  and  others,  revealed  a  huge  pr(;non- 
derance  of  the  boat-loving  angler  ruthlessly  pressing 
us  claim  to  possess  the  best  form  of  tlio  sport 
but  It  was  kindly  done— in  the  presenc<»  of  tho 
veteran,  Mr.  Handley,  who  has  distinguished  him- 
self in  all  forms  of  tho  sport,  what  else  could  happen  ■> 

The  secretary  called  the  attention  of  pier  anglers 
some  of  whom  practised  casting,  to  the  torthcomiiij 
competition  at  the  Anglo-French  competition  on 
July  9. 

Mr.  Read  Clarke,  as  an  old  pier  angler,  boro 
testimony  that  lots  of  fun  and  pleasure  were  obtain- 
able, even  to  the  extent  of  practical  jokes. 

Mr.  Nickels  urged  all  boat  anglers  to  take  a 
sportsmanlike  view  of  their  brother  sea  anglers' 
hmitations  ;  all  men  could  not  go  down  to  the  sea 
in  boats.  ^ 

Mr.  Handley  was  warmly  received  and  thanked 
most  heartily. 

Mr.  Nickels  occupied  the  business  chair.  Reports 
from  stations  showed  much  increase  of  activity 
Good  catches  of  bass  and  pollack  to  tho  southward 
and  westward. 

In  the  report  of  May  30  Mr.  Boyton  was  named  in 
error  as  having  been  in  correspondence  with  the 
authorities  of  the  approaching  competition  at 
Bognor  upon  their  non-limitation  of  sizeable  fish  It 
was  Mr.  Wallace  C.  Nickels  who,  good  sportsiiian 
as  he  is,  last  year  converted^the  Yarmouth  people 
from  the  error  of  their  ways.  Again  he  has  been 
successful,  for  the  Bognor  people,  realising  the 
strength  of  the  position  he  took  up  upon  this  subject 
have  consented  to  adopt  the  National  Council  of 
Sea  Anglers'  table  of  minimum  weights  and  sizes 
for  the  weighing  in.  May  success  attend  their 
efforts  ! 

On  June  17  there  will  be  a  d  scrssion  on  "  Rod  v 
Haudhne,"  opened  by  Mr.  I.  J.  H.  Boyton. 

The  secretary  reported  the  receipt  of  several 
additions  to  the  museum— notably  a  specimen  of 
Chtmcera  monstruosa,  one  of  the  abysmal  fish  so 
recently  dwelt  upon  by  Mr.  Boulenger.  It  is  a 
truly  remarkable  specimen,  akin  in  species  if  not 
m  size,  to  the  New  Zealand  Chimaera  lent  to  the 
society  by  their  late  curator.  Dr.  C.  S.  Patterson 
a  unique  specimen  and  a  fine  one.  The  new- 
specimen  was  caught  at  a  depth  of  between  550 
and  1500  fathoms. 

Mr.  Symonds,  a  six  years'  absentee  "  abroad  " 
in  Australia,  was  reintroduced  to  memljers  very 
glad  to  see  him  back,  and  was  at  once  booked  by 
the  prompt  executive  for  a  paper  on  "  Sea  AntrJins 
in  Austraha."  "  ^ 

With  full  prospects  of  fine  weatherfortheholidavs 
the  members  separated  at  an  early  hour.         H.  P."  ' 


■    AVON  PRESERVATION  SOCIETY. 

Excellent  progress  is  being  made  in  the  pre- 
liminary negotiations  for  the  firm  establishment  of 
the  Avon  Preservation  and  Restocking  Societv  and 
the  committee  is  meeting  with  encoiu-agemen't  on 
ail  sides.    The  society  is  under  the  distinguished 
patronage  of  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Beaufort  the 
Rt.  Rev.  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Bristol,  the  Very  Rev 
the  Dean  of  Bristol  (Dr.  Pigou),  the  Rt.  Hon  Lorci 
l<itzmaurice.  Sir  John  Dickson-Poynder  M  P  M,- 
T?- Wni.'How'ell  DaVies' 
M.P    Mr.  G.  A  Gibbs,  M.P.,  Col.  H.  M.  Skrine  and 
Col.  Cuyler.  The  society,  on  the  advice  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Avon,  Brue  and  Parrett  Conservancy 
Board,  is  negotiating  with  the  various  riparian  pr  J- 
prietors  on  the  River  Avon  with  a  view  to  securinsr 
authority  to  prosecute  in  cases  of  illegal  fishing 
netting,  etc.,  and  here  again  every  encouragement 
IS  being  met  with.    Support  in  this  direction  has 
been  pronused  by  the  Rt.  Hon.  Earl  Temple  Major- 
General  Inigo  Jones,  and  Col.  H.  M.  Skrine  and 
favourable  replies  are  expected  from  others.  Major- 
General  Inigo  Jones  has  not  only  promised  assistance 
in  the  way  of  protecting  the  river,  but  has  alio 
expressed  his  willingness  to  accept  a  seat  on  the 
management  committee.     The  preliminary  arrange 
ments  are  being  pushed  forward  by  the  commitre(> 
in  order  to  be  able  to  start  practical  operations  on 
the  water.    The  committee  met  last  week  under 
the  presidency  of  Mr.  A.  E.  Evans,  R.N.R.,  F.R.G  S 
and  adopted  rules  for  the  government  of  the 
society.    Latest  contributions  to  the  funds  of  the 
society  include  £2  from  the  Marquess  of  Lansdowne 
£3  3s.  from  the  Silver  Bream  A. A.,  and  £1  from' 
Mr.  E.  R.  Fuller,  of  Bath.    Collecting  cards  have 
been  distributed,  and  it  is  hoped  by  this  means  to 
considerably  augment  tlie  funds  of  the  society. 

F.  G.  Stanley  Jones,  Hon.  Sec. 
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"THE  STRUAN"  REEL 

WITH  FRICTION  BRAKE. 

(Patent  No.  604.,406). 


The  simplest,  most  etfective,  and 
cheapest  Brake  Reel  ever  produeeil. 
Solid  cast  tiuick-wiiiding  barrel,  one 
centre  screw  only.  Having;  only  one 
screw  the  reel  can  be  taken  tti  pieces 
for  oiling,  ifec,  iu  five  seconds. 

Hade  in  sizes : 
15/-  16/-  17/6  18/6  20/-  22/6  25/- 


'THE  STRUAN"  PATENT 
ELASTIC  LOCK-FAST  JOINT 

fitted  to  any  Rod  for  3/6, 

TELARANA 
FINE  UNDRAWN  CUT 

Special  consignment  of  this  season's 
crop,  measuring  63  inches,  in  three 
thicknesses  : — 3  x  fine,  1  x  fine,  and 
I'ina.    Price  10/6  per  hank. 


Telarana  Nova  Twisted  Casts 
and  Traces,  for  Salmon.  Pike, 
and  Sea  Fishing.  Price  2/-  each. 
Vide  yiSHINO  Gazette,  Jan.  4, 190S. 


Price  List  and  Catalog-ue  post  free. 


WILLIAM  ROBERTSON, 


FISHING  TACKLE 
MANUFACTURER. 

27,  WELLINGTON  STREET,  GLASGOW. 


Telegrams  :  "  I'LEES,"  Glasgow. 


I7S,  PARK  STREET,  OLASGOW,  S.S. 

Tne  largest  and  oldest  established  Fishing  Rod  Makers  to  the  Trade  in  Scotland. 
Wholesale  and  Export  only.  Price  Lists  on  Application. 

Anglo -Norwegian  Fishermen's  Association. 

th:e  association  has  beats  on  the  fol- 
lowing KIVERS  TO  LET  OR  SELL:- 
BiPkPem    op    Tengs    piver,    Gaula,    Gula,  Kvande, 
Laag-en,   Laerdal,   Loen,   Naepodal,  Namsen,  Nidelv, 
Opkla,    Sand,    Stjopdal,    Supaaen,   Surendal,  Valde, 

Vefsen,  &c. 


NO   COMMISSION    PAYABLE   BY  LESSEE. 


For  full  particulars  apply  to  Hon.  8eo., 

A.  VENABLBS  KYRKE.  Chard.  Somerset. 

FIRST-BATE  TROUT  FISHING, 


TWO    RODS   TO  LET 

On  a  small  stream  in  Herts,  running  into  a  seven  acre  lake, 
holding  a  large  head  of  trout  up  to  8  lbs.  in  weight,  within 
easy  distance  of  London.  Also  good  village  accommodation. 
Price  per  rod,  20  guineas  till  end  of  season,  October  15th. 
Apply,  "C.S.  C,"  Radwell  Lodge,  Baldock. 


LA  PECHE  MODERNE 


7  J 


An  Illustrated  French  Angling  Paper  published  the  1st  and  15th  of  each  month. 

An  Haul.  Subscription,  4s. 

All  communications  should  be  addr  essed  to  the  Directors-Wyaits  Fkkres,  30,.Qu«i  de  Louvre.Paris. 


WALBRAN  LIMITED, 

3Lb  3ES  XS  HO  bS  - 

FISHING^OUTFITS 

for  any  PART  of  the  WORLD 

OUR  SPECIAL  BRAND  OF  EXTRA 
QUALITY  FINEST  UNDRAWN 
GUT,  1908  CROP. 

The  supply  of  this  gut  is  extremely  limited  this  season, 
but  we  have  decided  to  charge  the  same  prices  as  last 
year,  viz.  :  IG  iu.,  7/6  ;  18  in.,  8/6  ;  20  iu.,  very  limited 
supply,  10/-  per  100. 

ALL   PATTERNS   OF  FLIES 

dressed  on  Finest  Selected  Gut^-at  very 
short  notice. 

CASTS  MADE  UP  TU  SUIT  ANY  RIVER,  LOCH,  OR  RESERVOIR 
Fully  Illustrated  Catalogue  POST  FREE. 

r LEASE  NO TE- Address  all  Correspondence  simply 

WALBRAN  LIMITED, 


NORTHERN  ANSLERS'  RESORT 


FISHING  GEAR. 


OUR  NEW  EASY  FIT  FISHING 
JACKET,  double  texture,  fawn 
muslin,  self  ventilating,  wide  skirt, 
storm  cuffs,  to  loop  up  for  short  wad- 
ing, 35/- 

As  sketch,  single  texture  cashmere,  very 
light,  ventilating  cape,  26/-.  With 
Curtain  Storm  Caps,  black  proof,  3/6. 

OUR  SPECIAL  BUILT  CANE 
RODSf  3  pieces,  2  tops,  double 
brazed,  cork  grip,  suction  joints, 
serrated  ferrules,  close  whipped,  in 
tan  partition  bag.  10  ft.,  30/- ;  11  ft., 
32/6 ;  12  ft.,  35/-. 

OUR  SPECIAL  SEA  TROUT 
A  NO  GRILSE  ROD,  3  piece,  2 
tops,  doubled  brazed,  serrated  ferrules, 
double  cork  grip,  revolving  end  ring, 
button,  made  from  fine  old  matured 
greenheart,  13  ft.,  26/6;  14  ft.,  28/6: 
15  ft.,  30/-. 

OUR  SPECIAL  TYNESlOE  SALMON  ROD  S—S  pieces,  Greenheart 
throughout,  double  brazed,  2  tops,  doulsle  cork  grips,  finished  in  best  style 
by  our  own  workpeople,  in  partition  cover,  complete.  16  ft.,  35/6 :  17  ft., 
40/-;  18  ft.,  45/-.  >  i- 

"  The  Rod  threw  a  capital  line,  and  was  in  every  way  most  successful  throughout  a  month's  hard 
and  continuous  angling  m  Norway.' 

OUR  FLIES  are  all  fresh,  the  latest  patterns,  and  tied  on  the  premises  by  an 
expert  and  reliable  staff  under  the  'supervision  of  a  practical  angler  of  thirty 
years'  experience.   Send  your  patterns  aUd  you  will  receive  perfect  copies. 

Sena  for  our  North  Country  lltustrated  Guide,  post  free  3  stamps. 


MURTON'S 


NORTHERN 
ANGLERS'  RESORT, 

8-10,   GRAINGER   ST.,    NEWCASTLE  -  ON  -  TYNE. 
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Jottings  by  the  Way. 


My  love  hath  eyes  as  blue  and  clear 

As  clefts  between  the  clouds  of  June; 
A  tender  mouth,  who.<>e  smiles  are  near 

To  tears  that  gather  soon  ; 
Her  bfst  and  loveliest  ffie  t'^kes 

To  light  da-k  placs  :  wastes  of  life 
iShe  Bovjs  with  precious  seed,  tliat  makes 

All  richest  blessings  rife. 

— ISA  Craio  (Knox). 

From  Farnham  to  Frenshsm 

Is  a  distance  of  about  five  miles.  There  are  gener- 
ally two  wajs  of  doing  things,  und  one  way  is  to 
walk  it,  through  lovely  lanes  and  good  roads,  and 
u  p  and  down  some  tolerably  steep  hill : ;  or, 
"another  way,"  motor-' bus,  ninepence.  The  day 
1  set  out  to  pay  another  visit  1o  Host  Griffiths,  of 
the  Frensham  Pond  Hotol.  I  elected  to  "  wiilk  it," 
and  all  it  did  for  me  was  to  give  me  an  appetite 
lUr  six  o'clock  dinner. 

«  *  *  « 

After  dinner  a  cigar  and  a  seat  on  the  balcony 
o\  erlooking  the  lake,  watching  the  boating  parties 
and  the  motor  cars  and  carriages  of  all  de-criptions 
coming  and  going  after  a  "  call "  at  this  now 
famous  hotel.  In  conversation  with  several  anglers 
who  intended  to  fish  the  trout  stream  on  the 
morrow,  which  is  within  a  few  minutes'  wed  s,  of  the 
hotel,  I  gleaned  that  on  Derby  Day  (June  3)  Lieut. 
Bentley  had  taken  a  trout  of  41b.  3oz.,  and  on  the 
day  of  the  Oaks,  Mr.  I.  C.  Gordon  one  of  l-|lb. 

*  *  *  * 

"  The  morrow"  arrives,  and  after  a  night's  repose, 
save  for  the  distraction  of  the  nightingales,  larks, 
thrushes,  cuckoos,  etc.,  I  hie  me,  after  breakiast,  to 
the  winding  little  stream,  the  Till  (or  is  it  the 
TilJingbourne  ?).  And  on  my  way  I  bethought  me 
of  E.  Kay  Robinson,  whose  "  Nature  Notee "  are 
always  interesting,  especially  when  the  trout  won't 
rise. 

*  *  *  * 

"  No  country  in  the  world  shows  at  any  season  a 
sifiht  more  beautiful  than  we  enjoy  to-day  in 
country  garden  or  sunny  suburb,  where  the  haw- 
ihorn's  rich  crimson  and  snowy  white,  the  lilac's 
soft  hues,  and  the  laburnum's  'golden  rain'  are 
massed  together  against  a  background  of  the  purest, 
freshest  green  ;  while  above  them  the  horse  chest- 
ntit  rears  its  great  pyramid  of  foliage,  lit  irom  base 
to  summit  with  myriad  tapers  of  waxy  bloom." 

After  admiring  the  foliage  "lit  .  .  .  with  tapers 
of  waxy  bloom,"  I  )it  a  cigar,  and,  in  company  with 
some  genial  companions,  flogged  the  water,  and 
landed  some  nice  dace — carefully  returned — and 
got  "  smashed  "  with  what  some  anglers  call  a 
"whopper."  Nothing  daunted,  we  return  to  launch, 
and  decide  to  pay  another  visit  at  the  earliest 
opportunity.  The  Lake  (or  Pond)  will  be  open  for 
coarse  fishing  on  Tuesday  next,  June  IG,  and, 
judging  from  a  quiet  row  and  inspection  of  the 
water,  there  are  fish  in  plenty  awaiting  the  angler. 

*  *  *  * 

Just  another  word.  A  lady  whose  company  I 
enjoyed  by  the  silvery  trout  stream,  was  as  thought- 
ful as  myself,  and  had  come  provided  with  some 
"Muscatol"to  "keep  the  fies  away."  The  May 
Fly-  was  slightly  in  evidence,  but  the  gnats  were 
very  plentiful.  One  lady  visitor  who  had  strayed 
"  riown  by  the  water  side  "  had  been  "  noticed  "  by 
some  mosqui'oes.  She  had  not  heard  of  "  Mus- 
catol."  She  knows  all  about  it  now  ;  and  has  sent 
for  a  "  Spray  "  to  Frank  A.  Rogers,  Chemist,  327, 
Oxford-street,  London,  W. 


Fun  and  Facts  about  Fishing 
Is  the  title  o'  a  paper  which  Mr.  C.  A.  Payton 
("  Sarcelle "),  H.M.  Consul  at  Calais,  will  read 
before  the  members  of  the  Highbury  Angling 
Society,  at  the  Ped'ord  Head  Hotel,  on  Wednesday 
evening,  June  24,  at  nine  of  the  clock.  I  have  heard 
his  entertninng  lectures  at  the  B.S.A.S,  and  feel 
e^ain  that  visitors  (who  are  always  welcome  at 
the  "Highbury")  will  go  away  charmed  with  his 
"  Fun  and  Facts." 

Lychnobite  Angling  Society. 
The  next  competition  will  tiike  place  on  Saturday, 
June  30,  in  the  Canal  at  Slough,  when  as  many 
members  as  possible  are  reques  .ed  to  attend. 


"  What  do  you  think  makes  the  sea  salt  ?  "  was 
a  (|iie8tion  put  to  a  school  class.  A  brilliant  idea 
struck  a  boy.    "  Please,  sir,  the  'errings." 


A  "Diving"  Dog. 

A  CORRESPONDENT,  "  S.  C,"  writes: — 
"  I  happened  to  be  fishing  in  our  little  river  one  day 
recently,  and  whilst  enjoying  my  lunch  on  the  bank 
1  was  joined  by  a  brother  angler,  and  as  usual  we 
began  to  yarn.  I  a^ked  him  what  was  the  weight 
of  the  biggest  fish  he  had  ever  caught  in  the  river. 
With  a  twinkle  in  his  eye,  he  said,  '  Do  you  mean 
with  a  rod,  mister  ?  '  'Oh!'  I  said,  '  any  way.'  He 
then  told  me  the  followirg  story  :  One  day  in  August 
of  a  few  years  ago — after  a  spate — he  happened  to 
be  down  at  Mairsie  dam,  giving  his  dog  an  airing 
and  teaching  it  to  retri  ve  sticks  from  the  water. 
The  dog  was  a  collie,  and,  to  be  accurate,  a  white 
collie,  and  'as  wise  as  a  man.'  My  friend  hap- 
pened to  look  into  the  pool,  and  there,  lying  close 
to  the  side,  was  a  tremendously  big  fish,  and  at 
once  there  arose  within  him  a  desire  to  secure  it, 
but  how  '!  He  had  neither  rod,  line,  nor  hook,  but, 
by  the  merest  chance,  in  his  pocket  was  the  busi- 
ness-end of  a  cleek. 

"  Cutting  a  thin  branch  from  a  tree  near  by,  he 
fastened  the  cle^k  to  it,  and  stealthily  approach- 
ing to  near  where  the  salmon  lay,  with  a  mighty 
thrust  drove  the  cleek  into  its  back.  With  a 
rush  the  fish  made  oft,  ''ashing  round  and  round 
the  pool,  the  wooden  end  of  the  cleek  showing 
itself  above  the  water  like  the  mast  of  a  sunken 
boat.  With  a  sure  confidence,  and  pointing 
to  the  moving  stick,  he  bade  the  white  collie 
'  Go,  fetch  it ! '  With  a  bark  and  a  bound, 
the  sagacious  animal  was  in  the  water, 
and  seizing  the  stick  in  its  jaws  the  fight  began, 
and  lasted  for  over  half  an  hour,  and,  in  the 
words  of  my  friend,  the  struggle  was  a  severe  one  ; 
dozens  of  times  the  white  collie  was  ptilled  under 
water,  but  never  for  a  moment  lost  his  grip,  and 
was  finally  rewarded  by  pulling  the  salmon  ashore, 
which  when  scaled  weighed  exactly  241b." 


Fishing  Dogs. 

From  cats  that  dive  to  dogs  that  fish  is  but  a  step. 
Professor  G.  Mazzarelli,  in  an  article  on  the  deep  sea 
explorations  of  the  late  King  Carlos  of  Portugal, 
contributed  to  the  Italian  Rivista  Mensile  di  Pesca, 
describes  how  two  dogs  of  a  special  Portuguese  breed, 
belonging  to  the  royal  yacht,  were  used  to  retrieve 
fish  hooked  at  great  depths,  which  contrived  to 
break  away  in  an  exhausted  or  dying  condition. 
When  brought  to  the  surff.ce  on  such  occasions  the 
dogs  would  leap  out  of  the  fishing  pinnace,  swim 
after  the  f  sh  and  bring  it  up  to  the  boat  One  of 
them  has  been,  known  to  bring  in  an  Aphanopus 
40in.  long  from  a  distance  of  over  200  yards, 
mouthing  it  so  delicately  as  not  to  injure  the  tender 
skin  of  the  fish. 


Another  "Perfume"  through  the  Post! 

"  What  is  it  ?  "  was  the  burden  of  the  song — and 
it  did  "  hum  "  !  On  June  5  a  parcel  containing  a 
fish,  "supposed  to  be  a  trout  which  had  probably 
met  with  an  accident,"  was  about  to  be  han  led  to 
the  Fditor  for  "  examination."  Before  it  had  been 
passed  through  a  maze  of  ofificas  and  doors  (our 
page  has  christened  it  the  '•  Doory  "  Gallery),  its 
arrival  was  scented  from  afar.  "  Outside  !  "Take 
it  away  !  "  And  it  went.  We  are  very  closs  to 
Rimmel's,  but  there  is  no  perfume  in  his  emporium 
which  could  vie  with  this  in  "delicacy."  Unless 
fish  arrive — well,  say,  comparatively  •'  sweet,"  the 
post-mortem  is  postponed. 


An  Angling  Duel. 

On  May  26,  while  two  local  anglers  (Messrs. 
Garvey  and  Reilly)  were  angling  on  the  Bandon 
River  near  Ballineen,  a  salmon,  not  content  with 
taking  Mr.  Garvey's  fly,  also  captured  Mr.  Reilly's 
bait.  Thus  the  du"l  commenced,  and  after  almost 
half  an  hour's  play,  the  men  succeeded  in  landing 
the  f  sh.  Being  unable  to  decide  the  question  of 
ownership,  they  decided  to  go  halves  in  the  fish, 
which  weighed  101b. 

*  *  *  * 

Mr.  Garvey  (an  ex-sergeant  of  the  R.I.C.),  whose 
fly  had  been  purloined  by  the  lO-pounder,  has  had 
another  experience : — "  He  hooked  and  played  a 
salmon  for  six  and  three-quarter  hours  be' ore  land- 
it.  Du  ing  the  course  of  the  struggle  the  fish  was 
anything  irom  201b.  to  401b.,  and  of  course  a 
'spiinger.'  When  landed  it  turred  out  to  be  an 
old,  ugly  kelt,  hooked  in  the  adipose  fin." 


An  Irish  cabdriver,  on  coming  to  a  hill,  got  down 
and  violently  banged  the  door  of  the  vehicle,  to  the 
consternation  of  his  fare  inside,  who  asked  what  lie 
did  that  for,  and  received  the  reply  :  '•  Sure,  it's  to 
make  the  horse  believe  you've  got  out.  " 


The  London  Brighton  and  South  Coaat  Railway 
are  advertising  a  very  cheap  trip  to  Paris  every 
Saturday  from  Victoria  and  London  Hridge  by  the 
8.45  p.ra  night  Continental  express.  The  fares  are — 
first  class  303.,  second  class  228.  6d.,  and  are  avail- 
able for  return  by  the  night  express  fro/n  Paris 
on  the  following  day,  Sunday,  or  by  the 
day  service  on  the  Monday,  while  a  third 
class  ticket  costs  IVs.,  but  pa  sengers  are  re- 
stricted to  the  night  express  from  Paris  on  Sunday. 
Another  cheap  Continental  arrangement  not  gene- 
rally known  is  the  Friday  to  Tuesday  tickets  to 
Dieppe,  issued  every  Friday,  Saturday,  Sunday, 
and  Monday,  the  fares  being  first-class  3b.s.,  second- 
class  228.,  which  are  available  by  either  the  day  or 
night  service,  and  third-class  IGs.,  available  by  the 
night  service  only. 


"  Leafy  June." 

June  is  popularly  supposed  to  have  been  named 
in  honour  of  Juno,  the  wife  of  Jupiter,  and  when 
the  calendar  consisted  of  ten  months  only  it  occupied 
the  fourth  place,  the  year  having  begun  with  March. 
A  careful  research  into  the  matter  seems  to  show 
that  it  may  not  have  been  named  in  honour  of  Juno 
at  all.  In  fact,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  it 
derived  its  name  from  "  junioribus,"  just  as  May 
came  from  "  majoribus."  These  two  words  seem  to 
have  repre  ented  the  junior  and  senior  branches  of 
a  part  of  the  old  Roman  Government : — 

"The  days  are  longest,  the  month  is  June, 
The  sun  is  nearing  its  golden  noon." 


Mistress  (angrily) :  "  How  dare  you  talk  back  to 
me  in  that  way  ?  I  never  saw  such  impudence. 
You  have  a  lot  of  nerve  to  call  yourself  a  lady's- 
maid."  New  Maid  :  "  I  don't  call  myself  that  now, 
ma'am ;  but  I  was  a  lady's-maid  before  I  got 
this  job." 


Boy's  Fatal  Love  of  Fishing. 
The  deputy-coroner  for  North  Worcestershire 
held  an  inquest  recently  at  King's  Heath  Fire 
Station,  touching  the  death  of  William  Frank  Cook, 
the  eight-year-old  son  of  Arthur  Ernest  Cook.  The 
father  is  employed  as  a  s^oker  at  Baldwin's  Paper 
Mills,  Lifford,  in  the  private  grounds  of  which  there 
is  a  large  pool.  The  lad  was  very  fond  of  fishing, 
and,  leaving  home  about  ."-ix  o'clock  one  evening  is 
supposed  to  have  been  engaged  in  his  hobby  in  the 
pumphole  of  the  pool.  He  did  not  return  when  the 
thunderstorm  broke  over  the  di  trict,  and  next 
morning  his  body  was  found  in  about  4ft.  of  water. 
A  tin  into  which  he  put  the  minnows  caught  was 
on  the  side  of  the  hole,  and  indicated  the  spot  where 
he  had  fallen  in. 


Fragrant  Roses. 

"  First  among  the  fragrant  roses  which  are  also 
iDeautiful  is  the  Provence  Rose,  the  sweete.st  of  all 
its  race,"  says  a  writer  in  the  Gardener.  "  It  will 
be  grown  as  long  as  roses  can  be  grown  at  all.  If 
the  occupant  of  the  second  place  of  honour  among 
the  sweetest  roses  were  to  be  named  by  rose  growers 
at  large.  La  France  would  probably  be  selected.  It 
is  very  beautiful  and  graceful.  After  it  I  would 
place  Socrate,  a  scented  Tea." 


An  "  Erring"  Rustic. 

Angler,  fishing  a  new  stream,  notices  a  heron 
fly  away,  and  asks  rustic  who  has  sauntered  up  : 
"  Got  many  herons  in  this  brook?"  Rustic  (who 
does  not  understand  or  use  the  word  "  heron  ") : 
"  Noa,  zur;  there  hain't  no  herrin's  here,  but  there 
be  trout." 


Fish  sleep,  yet  they  are  not  often  caught  napping. 


A  Formalin  Recipe. 

The  following  method  adopted  by  King  Carlos 
for  the  preservation  of  his  specimens  may  be 
useful  to  those  who  bottle  their  own  spinning 
baits.  King  Carlos  first  washed  the  fish  carefi  lly 
in  soft  water,  then  placed  them  for  an  hour  in  a 
4  per  cent,  solution  of  formalin,  washed  them  once 
more  in  salt  water,  and  finally  placed  them  in  a 
glycerine  solution  prepared  as  follows  :  7oz.  of 
distilled  water  were  added  to  2.5oz  of  glycerine  and 
allowed  to  star) d  for  24  hours.  To  this  ti  drachms 
of  formic  aldehyde  were  added,  and  the  mixture 
s'irred  thoroughly  with  a  class  rod.  This  preserves 
the  colour  of  the  fish  admirably. 


The  Mick  (before  retiring):  "  Whativer  ye  do, 
Mary,  don't  let  me  overslape  nieself  in  th'  mornin'. 
If  ye  don't  wake  yersielf,  wake  me,  anyhow." 

Dragnet. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


THE  GREAT  TOURNAMENT  IN  THE  STADIUM 
AT  THE  FRANCO-BRITISH  EXHIBITION. 

TO  BE  HELD  ON  JULY  9th  <&  IOth. 

At  the  Crystal  Palace  Tournament,  1904  (the  last  held  in  this 
country),  HARDY'S  RODS,  made  of  "  PALAKON A"  BAMBOO 
(Regd.),  won  no  less  than  TEN  events  against  SEVEN  by  all  others. 

HARDY'S  "SILEX"  Casting  Reels  won  no  less  than  SIX 
events  against  FOUR  by  all  others.  So  that  HARDY'S  Rods  and 
Reels  individually  won  more  events  than  all  other  makes  (both  British 
and  American)  put  together. 

Mr.  J.  J.  HARDY,  Expert  in  Rod-Building,  who  won  FOUR  CHAMPION- 
SHIPS at  the  Crystal  Palace  Tournannent,  1904,  and  Mr.  LAURENCE 
HARDY,  who  won  the  Ambidextrous  Event,  are  prepared  to  give  personal 
attention  to  the  making  of  Special  Rods  and  Reels  for  use  at  the  forth- 
coming Tournament,  or  for  Angling  in  any  part  of  the  World. 


GREENHEART  TROUT  RODS  from  ONE  GUINEA  upwards. 
CANE  BUILT  ("Palakona"  Regd.)  RODS  from  THREE  GUINEAS  upwards. 

INCOMPARABLY  SUPERIOR   TO  ALL  OTHERS. 

HARDY'S  "PALAKONA"  BAMBOO  (REGD.) 

is  much  superior  to  any  other  Bamboo  for  Rod  Making. 

CATALOGUE,  1908 

Containing  248  Illustrations  of  Flies  in  Colour. 

HARDY  BROS^OlDwick)^^ 

Speciaiists  in  Rods,  Reels,  and  Tackle, 
H^ondon  Bramcti  :   61,   ]RAlLiL  MALL. 

MANCHESTER    BRANCH:   12  to  14,  Moult  Street.        EDINBURGH    BRANCH  I   5,  South  St.  David  Street. 
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Pfovifleial  Angling  flotes. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post, 

FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Ttio  lioavy  tluuiilnrstorin  that  passed  over  the 
Midlauds  last  wook  lomdvod  the  hot  weather,  and 
since  then  we  ha\'o  had  it  niucli  cooler.    Wo  have 
had  nice  weather  for  our  holidays,  and  a  large 
number  of  rods  have  been  out  far  and  near.  The 
Elan  Valley  has  been  well  patronised,  but  wo  shall 
not  know  what  sport  has  been  had  until  the  end 
of  the  week  ;  last  week  sport  was  up  to  the  average 
for  the  few  rods  out,  but  this  week's  results  will  be 
■   looked  forward  to  by  those  who  wore  unable  to 
spend  their  holidays  on  tliis  grand  water.  The 
Severn  has  been  fished  ;  the  quiet  parts  above  Arley 
have  provided  a  few  small  fish,  but  nothing  of 
importance  has  been  done.    A  few  trout  have  been 
taken  from  the  River  Alne  at  Aston  Cantlow  by  a 
member  of  the  St.  George's  Club.    The  members 
of  our  Birmingham  Fly  Fishers'  Club  have  done  well 
on  their  water,  the  Blythe,  at  Hampstil  Redware. 
Some  good  fish  have  been  taken  from  the  Whitacre 
,    Reservoir.     Trout  fishing  is  advertised  at  Is.  per 
y  day  at  Shustoke.     The  large  41  lb.  pike  lately  taken 
from  Lough  Arrow,  Ireland,  has  been  forwarded  to 
Mr.  T.  Phillips,  of  the  Crown  Inn,  Pope-street, 
.    Birmingham,  who  is  having  it  set  up.    A  committee 
has  been  formed  in  Birmingham  for  tho  purpose  of 
holding  a  bait-casting  tournament  on  a  small  scale 
at  the  Aston  Lower  Grounds  on  June  20  next. 
Full  particulars  are  not  yet  to  hand.   At  a  meeting 
of  the  committee  of  the  B.D.U.A.A.  on  Thursday 
evening  last  (June  4)  tho  preliminary  business  re 
the   association's   annual   contest   was  discussed, 
when  the  three  following  places  were  proposed- 
.  tho  Witham,  Kirkstead  ;   the  Thames,  Abingdon  ; 

and  tho  Severn,  Tewkesbury.     These  places  will  be 
^  laid  before  the  delegates  at  the  next  general  meeting. 
.  The  committee  arc  in  favour  of  Kirkstead.    A  now 
society,  naun-d  tlic  Johnson's  Head  Angling  and 
Social   Club,    held    at   Balsall   Heath  -  road,  has 
beon  affiliated  to  the  association.    The  Provincial 
Association  liavo  obtained  tho  concessions  from  tho 
-railway  companies  for  Cheltenham  and  Coventry 
associations. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

There  is  a  ca[)ital  hatch  of  tho  May  Fly  on  Winder- 
more,  and  trout  aro  rising  to  thom  witli  confidonco. 
Tho  weather,  so  far  as  tho  lake  is  concornod,  has 
undergone  a  vast  improyomont  since  my  last  ru)tes. 
The  hot,  nuiggy  "  stuffiness  "  has  gone,  and  its  place 
has  beon  taken  by  a  clear  air,  and  winds  which  have 
been,  if  anything,  on  the  cold  side.  I  can  rocommond 
Windermere  for  the  next  three  weeks,  for  I  am 
certain  if  any  angler,  who  knows  anything  at  all 
about  his  craft,  will  come  to  stick  at  it,  ho  will  be 
certain  to  creel  some  good  trout.  Stream-fishing, 
with  one  exception,  has  boon  very  poor.  Day- 
fishing  has  been  practically  out  of  tlu)  question, 
although  I  came  across  a  nice  lot  of  twenty-one 
trout  that  were  creeled  in  the  higher  reaches  of 
the    Kent    on   Tuesday    with    the   small  spider 
flies,  liglit  Starling,  and  dark  Snipe  and  Purple.  A 
few  fish  aro  being  picked  up  in  tho  evening,  but  night 
fishing  is  still  very  "  slack."    The  exception  above 
referred  to  has  been  the  Stone  Fly,  or  creeper  fishing. 
Some  capital  baskets  have  been  made  on  the  higher 
reaches  of  tho  Limo  with  the  fly;    while  on  tho 
Sprint,  a  tributary  of  the  Kent,  Mr.  James  Martin- 
dale  has  had  creels  running  from  thirty  to  sixty 
trout  per  day.    A  few  sea-trout  have  been  seen  in 
the  lower  roaches  of  the  Kent. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Throughout  this  county  there  has  boon  a  groat 
turn-out  of  anglers  to  every  available  resort.  Our 
rivers  have  beon  freely  fished  with  average  results, 
but  the  cold  snap  stopped  the  May  Fly  hatcli.  A 
new  club  has  been  started  at  tho  Royal  Oak  Hotel, 
Atherton,  and  promises  to  be  a  success.  A  lot  of 
interest  is  taken  in  the  running  off  of  tho  canal 
between  Boothstown  and  Astley,  and  tho  sceptics 
who  cannot  catch  fish  there  have  had  a  rude  shock. 
Eels  of  31b.  are  not  to  be  despised. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Fon  anglers  are  now  busy  overhauling  their 
tackle,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  days  coarse- 
fishing  will  bo  in  full  swing  in  the  district.  Generally 
^  speaking,  the  spawning  season  has  not  been  a  bad 
"  one,  although  it  is  feared  that  the  flooded  condition 
of  the  streams  in  April  may  have  considerably  dis 
turbed  the  fish.    The  reports  to  hand  from  tho 
principal  waters  are  satisfactory.    The  Forty-foot  is 
stated  to  be  literally  teeming  with  roach  and  perch. 
The  first-named,  however,  are  backward,  and  it  will 
•bo  fully  throe  weeks  or  a  month  after  the  commence- 
ment of  tho  season  before  they  are  fit  to  take.  On 
the  other  hand,  perch  are  pretty  forward,  and  so  are 
bream.    There  are  almost  certain  to  be  some  good 
cajjtures  of  the  latter  species  on  the  lower  lengths  of 
the  Witham  during  the  early  weeks  of  the  season. 
■Anglers  are  eagerly  looking  forward  to  the  advent 
of  the  season  on  the  Welland  ;  and  Market  Deeping 
.anglers  will  be  about  the  fii'st  to  make  a  start.  With 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

This  city  is  practically  clear  of  anglers.  Everyone 
who  can  get  away  does  so,  and  at  the  time  of  writing 
it  is  far  too  soon  to  get  an  idea  of  how  they  enjoyed 
their  outing.  Mr.  S.  F.  Lawley,  a  popular  official, 
wont  to  Ireland,  Poyntzpass,  and  returns  full  of 
Gaelic.  Other  rods  in  North  Wales  report  in  glow- 
ing terms  of  their  brief  holiday,  but  perhaps  tho 
most  interesting  item  is  tho  shoal  of  nu'nnows  at  the 
Old  Bridge,  Llanrwst,  a  most  extraordinary  show, 
and  tho  trout  appreciated  it. 


somewhat  coloured,  was  in  good  fishing  condition, 
and  the  Caddis  Fly  and  Ooen  D,  ake  were  on  by 
thousands,  and  the  water  was  all  alive  with  fish.  The 
Orl  Fly  was  also  on  thick,  and  fly  fishermen  had  good 
sport,  as  also  did  the  bottom  rods.  Messrs.  Stokes 
James,  Fiilmoro,  Smith,  Wingfield,  Thrift,  Murray, 
Thomas,  and  others  had  capital  catches  of  trout,  and' 
some  fine  eels  were  also  taken  in  all  the  streams, 
and  seem  to  be  running  well  in  the  canal  aii(i 
basm,  and  Mr.  T.  Payne,  of  the  Izaak  Walton  VAuh 
caught  a  pike  lOjlb.  in  the  canal  on  June  4  with  a 
live  fish  on  a  No.  7  hook,  which  took  some  time  to 
land,  and  his  prowess  in  playing  the  fish 
was  witnesssd  by  a  crowd  of  people.  The 
weather  at  present  is  all  an  angler  could 
wish  for,  and  8eve:al  anglers  are  having  a  capital 
time  on  the  Welsh  streams.  Some  have,  since 
Saturday,  had  from  ten  to  thirteen  brace  of  trout 
per  day,  and  are  having  a  most  enjoyable  time  of  it. 
Coarse  fish  anglers  are  anxiously  looking  forward  to 
June  15,  and  numerous  competitions  are  arranged, 
and  the  prospects  of  sport  are  exceptionally  good.' 
Many  unprincipled  anglei  s  have  been  breaking  the 
law  by  catching  roach  during  the  close  season,  and 
sorne  that  have  been  detected  will  be  prosecuted. 
It  is  most  regrettable  that,  although  they  know  the 
district  association  have  done  evervthing  possible 
to  increase  the  stock  of  fish  in  tl>e  river,  club 
members  who  know  the  law  is  being  broken  will  not 
give  information  that  wi  1  lead  to  the  conviction  of 
the  offenders. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Largo  numbers  of  trout  anglers  wore  out  during 
the  hohdays,  and  privileged  rods,  on  tho  local  tribu*^ 
taries,  accounted  for  some  good  sized  fish,  princi- 
pally with  tho  worm  and  the  caddis  grub.  At  the 
mouth  of  the  Greet  there  was  quite  a  rush  for  places, 
but  visitors  scored  considerably  more  freely  amongst 
eels  than  the  speckled  ones.  Recently  a  barbel  of 
about  3ilb.  was  landed  and  returned.  It  was  in 
fairly  good  condition,  and  displayed  plenty  of  fight. 
The  Trent  has  imdergone  a  big  rise  since  last  week. 
The  water,  thi-ough  severe  thimderstorms  in  Staf- 
fordshire and  Dorbyshiro,  rose  over  3ft.  in  loss  than 
twenty-four  hours,  and  the  colour  resembled  that 
of  a  clay-pit. 


But  it  soon  went  again,  and  at  the 
period  of  writing  the  river  was  running  in  the  best 
.^..6—  ..xo  xx.=u  .V.  Miai^u  a  start    vvitn  |  PO^^'^lo  ply.  The  campaign  begins  on  Tuesday,  and 

the  waters  running  with  gin-like  transparency,  verv  f special  arrangements  have  been  completed 
nno  tackle  will  bo  necessary  to  ensure  successful 


bags.  So  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  the  prospects 
are  quite  as  good  as  any  recent  season,  and  I  hope 
to  bo  able  to  send  a  satisfactory  account  of  the 
opening  next  week. 


FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  River  Hull  is  now  in  splendid  condition  either 
for  fly  or  bait  fishing ;  so  likewise  is  the  Driffield 
Canal,  the  top  stretches  and  the  famous  Driffield 
streams   being   in  fine   condition  for  fly  fiishing, 
and  fish  well  on  the  rise,  a  quantity  of  aquatic 
insects    having    hatched    out    during    the  most 
magnificent  weather  we  have  experienced  during 
the  past  few  weeks.    Several  brace  of  nice  fish  have 
been  secured  lately,  and  prospects  are  very  good, 
and  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  River  Hull  some 
grand  fish  are  on  the  move.    Flounders  and  eels  are 
more  on  the  run  now  than  they  have  been  for  weeks 
past.    The  coarse  fish  season  is  also  likely  to  be  a 
very  good  one.    Shoals  of  grand  roach  and  dace 
are   scouring    themselves  on  the  shallows,  and 
at    the     various     beck  -  ends     some    big  fish 
are  moving  in  great  numbers  amongst  the  weeds 
and  tall  rushes,  playing  havoc  amongst  the  grubs 
and  insect  life  as  they  hatch  out  and  climb  the 
reeds.    Several  club  matches  are  being  arranged  for 
the  early  opening  days  on  the  Hull,  Ancholme, 
Ludd,  and  Market  Weighton  canal. 


for  an  intended  "  raid  "  on  such  denizens  as  "chub, 
roach,  dace,  and  barbel.  I  feel  sure  that  these  fish! 
excepting,  of  course,  dace,  will  be  late  off  the  "  scour- 
ing "  grounds,  and  that  tho  middle  of  July  will  bo 
reached  before  much  sport  will  bo  enjoyed.  Barbel 
are  often  pitching  in  the  rapids,  and  if  anything 
tempts  them  it  will  be  a  bunch  of  caddis  baits,  or  a 
bunch  of  gentles,  employed  on  extremely  fine  tackle. 
So  far  roach  and  chub  do  not  appear  to  have  arrived 
on  the  weeds  in  the  gravelly  shallows  for  the  purpose 
of  "  rubbing."  On  there  they  generally  remain  a 
fortnight  or  three  weeks.  Best  baits  are  those  named. 
Eels  we  have  in  abundance,  and,  no  doubt,  plenty 
will  be  got  on  the  opening  day  on  ledgoring  tackle. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Our  rivers  have  been  in  a  sad  conditi  on,  about 
the  colour  of  marl,  the  result  of  the  terrific  thunder 
storm  of  Wednesday  evening  (June  3),  which  had 
most  disastrous  effects  in  this  district.  The  fall  of 
rain  must  have  been  very  great,  for  some  of  the 
smaller  streams  rose  over  3ft.  in  the  night  and 
poured  an  immense  volume  of  water  into 
the  rivers,  and  put  a  damper  on  the  anglers' 
hopes  for  the  holidays.  The  storm  luckily 
did  not  affect  the  streams  beyond  our  own  county. 
The  Lugg  and  Arrow  above  Leominster  were  in  capi- 
tal order,  and  so  was  the  upper  portion  of  the  Teme, 
and  some  of  our  rods  had  capital  sport  on  Monday 
and  Tuesday.  Mr.  Higgs'  subscription  water,  though 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  is  still  very  hot,  but  tho  dazzling 
glare  has  departed.  Sport  continues  backward, 
however,  generally  speaking,  and  is  not  likely  to 
improve  imtil  rain  takes  place.  Here  and  there 
some  ram  has  fallen,  chiefly  in  tho  mountainous 
districts,  but  sufficient  has  not  fallen  to  materially 
affect  the  waters,  except  in  a  few  places.  Sea- 
trout  fishing  has  not  afforded  tho  usual  sport,  but 
at  Waterville  those  fish  are  beginning  to  furnish 
bettor  baskets.  Poal  have  been  slow  in  coming  in 
at  many  of  the  principal  stations.  Sea  angling  has 
been  good  generally  all  round  the  coast,  the  fish 
had  principally  consisting  of  pollack.  The  baskets 
obtainod  in  the  bottom-fishing  department  do  not 
appear  to  have  boon  as  good  as  usual  anywhere, 
but  on  one  day  in  Ballinskolligs  Bav  four  anglers 
secured  3.51  fish  (principally  gurnard)  ui  about  three 
hours  in  the  evening. 

North  of  Ireland. 
Bettor  reports  of  trout-fishing  aro  to  hand,  but 
tho  imsettlod  weather  has  prevented  tho  full  benefit 
of  that  being  realised.  It  is  feared  that  there  will  be 
a  decided  scarcity  of  salmon  in  several  of  the  impor- 
tant northern  rivers  this  season.  Tho  Lough  Noagh 
fisheries  are  not  doing  well,  and  few  salmon  were 
taken  latterly.   The  May  Fly  is  up  on  many  rivers. 
Salmon-fishing  on  the  Bann,  Colonel  Alison  and  the 
Rev.  Mervyn  Archdall  killed  seven  salmon  during 
tho  past  week.  Amongst  the  successful  trout-fishers 
wore  Messrs.  A.  M'Master,  Stirling,  Pollock,  and  S 
Dinsmore,  the  last  killing  a  very  fine  fish  of  41b 
More  rain  seems  imminent.    At  Moneymoro  (county 
Derry)  Petty  Sessions,  on  June  2,  Patrick  Coloman, 
of  Mullan,  co.  Tyrone,  was  prosecuted  for  havin^ 
had  in  his  possession  on  April  2  three  unclean  and 
unseasonable  fish.    Mr.  J.  K.  Currie,  solicitor,  said 
that  while  the  inspector  was  the  nominal  com- 
plainant, the  case  had  really  been  taken  up  by  tho 
Fishmongers'  Company  of  London.    Coleman  who 
lived  near  Lough  Noagh,  and  dealt  in  fish,  had  con- 
signed to  a  fish  merchant  in  Manchester  a  box  which 
was  described  as  containing  trout,  and  tho  letter 
advising  the  merchant  of  its  despatch  said  the  box 
contained  trout.    Howe\  er,  the  fishery  inspector  in 
Manchester  found  three  salmon  which  were  utterly 
unfit  for  food.    He  (Mr.  Currie)  asked  the  Court  to 
nnposo  such  a  penalty  as  would  act  as  a  deterrent. 
The  defendant  said  ho  was  ignorant  of  the  law,  and 
had  purchased  tho  fish  from  tho  fishorman.  '  Tho 
chairman  said  every  case  of  this  sort  damaged  tho 
whole  fishing  industry  in  Lough  Noagh.  They  would 
impose  a  penalty  of  £3  and  allow  U  costs,  the 
defendant  to  have  a  month  in  which  to  pav  tho 
money.  " 


NOKWAY  WEATHER  REPORTS. 

The  various  telegrams  received  from  Norwav 
this  morning  state  that  in  the  south  the  Mandal 
district  18  warm,  the  river  is  falling,  and  prospects 
tor  a  heavy  run  of  fish  are  exceedingly  good.  In  the 
Bergen  district  it  has  become  somewhat  cooler  and 
the  rivers  are  now  falling.  In  the  Trondhjem 
district  a  medium-siied  flood  has  occurred,  but  the 
rn  ers  are  also  falling  there  ;  while  in  the  Namsos 
district  it  IS  also  cooler,  rivers  are  falling,  and  good 
fishing  has  been  obtained.  James  Dowell 

Lumley  House,  June  9. 
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"  pleasant 
to  use  and  clean 
as  Eau  de  Cologne." 

PROTECTS 

from 

3VIOSQXJITOES, 

SANDFLIES, 
MIDGES,   GNATS,  and  other 
riverside  pests. 


ITS  VALUE  has  been  PROVED 
AT  HOME  and  ABROAD. 


Pocket  Bottles,  Is.  2d. :  Larger  Sprinklei-  Bot- 
tles, 2/-.  3/3.  5/3.     The  "  Miiscatul  "  Spray, 
4/9;  all  post  free  from  the  Maker, 

FRANK  A.  ROGERS,  Chemist, 
327,  Oxford  Street,  London,  W. 


TO  DRY-FLY  MEN. 


FLYFLOAT 

(PAT.  PKOV.) 

"  A  Wonderful  New  Dry-Fly  Floater." 

"Floats  Hies  'like  corks."— Editor,  FUhing 
Gazette,  11th  April. 

Makes  diy-fly  fishing  easy  and  pleasant.  One 
dressing  practically  permanent.  In  neat  bottle 
{or  the  pocket,  with  brush  and  directions,  1/1 
post  free  from 

J.  CRAIG,  1,  Lindsay  Road,  DUBLIN. 


SALMON  FISHING. 

A  ROD  WANTED 

to  make  one  of  three  for  the  month  of 
August  next  on  a  splendid  River  in 
Sweden.    Bag  for  August,   1906,  165 
Salmon.    Price  £75. — Apply, 
Wilkinson  &  Son,  47,  Bloomsbury 
Square,  London,  W.C. 


THE  ROYAL  ROUTE. 


SUMMER  TOURS 

in  the  WESTERN  HIGHLANDS  and 
ISLANDS  OF  SCOTLAND 

BY  THE 

'  Royal  Mail  Steamers  of 
David  MacBrayne,  Ltd. 

'  COLUMBA,"  '  lONA,'  '  CHIEFTAIN,"  &c. 
Official  Guide,  Bd. 

Tourist  Programme  free  by  post  from  DAVII 
MacBraynk,  Ltd.,  119,  Hope  Street,  Glasgow. 


Over  30  years'  success  as  the  infallible 
Bait  for  Koach,  Bream,  and  all  other 
bottom  fish,  has  made 

KING'S  NATURAL 
(PASTE)  BAIT 

An  absolute  necessity  to  every  Angler 
Sticks  well  on  tne  Hook.  Two  Colours 
White  and  Pink.   Packets  3d.  &  6d.  each, 


A  Compound  of  Deer  and  Mutton  Fats, 

Bees'  Wax,  &c. 
The  best  DRESSING  for  Lines  known 

Cakes  6d.  and  is.  each. 

01  TACKLE  DEALERS  at  home  and  abroad,  or 
direct  from  the  Maker. 

WXLLIAlVr  KING, 

Chemist,  Woodlands,  St.  John's,  Ipswich 

Postage  Extka. 


WORMS  AND  OTHER  LIVE  BAITS 

Fresh  daily.    Packed  in  Moss.  Brandlings 

.MAIDENDEWS,  COCKSl'URS,  MAhSH  WORMS,  *C, 
Any  quantity.    :<00,  1/6  ;  .WO,  2/- ;  1,0  II,  3  6  ;  also 
large  Lobs  for  Salmon  fishing,  1/6  per  100.  All 
carriage  paid.    Address — 
T.  HOLMES,  10,  Bingley  Street,  Leeds. 


ARMSTRONG'S 

QUOTATIONS. 

Avail   Yourself  of 
this  Offer, 


On  receipt  of  remittance  or  banker's 
reference  any  four  of  the  rods  or  reels 
quoted  below  will  be  sent  carriage 
paid  on  approval.  If  unsatis- 
factory we  will  pay  the  carriage 
back  and  refund  money  in  full.  It 
thus  costs  nothingf  to  test  the  value 
offered,  and  seeing  and  trying  the 
actual  rod  is  better  than  reading  a 
hundred  catalogues.  Other  goods 
than  rods  or  reels  will  be  exchanged 
if  not  approved. 


FLY  RODS, 

lOi,  11,  and  12  ft.,  split  cane,  steel  centre, 
two  tops,  cork  grip,  rubber  button,  lock 
joints,  snake  rings,  perfect  balance  and 
power,  our  own  make  throughout.  Usual 
price,  £5  5s. ;  present  price,  £3  5s. 

ENGLISH  SPLIT  CANE, 

10^  and  11  ft.,  cork  grip,  rubber  button, 
lock  joints,  lovely  finish,  in  2  or  3  pieces, 
with  spare  top,  40/-. 

AMERICAN  SPLIT  CANE, 

Highest  class,  lOi,  11,  and  12  ft.,  snake 
rings,  2  tops,  closely  whipped,  superb 
quality,  English  finish,  21/-. 

BROOK  OR  LADY'S  ROD, 

Lovely  split  cane,  8  to  10  ft.,  2  tops, 
weight  4  to  6  ozs.,  charming  little  weapon, 
every  angler  should  have  one  for  small 
streams.  Usual  price,  £4  4s. ;  our  price, 
42/-. 

The  same  rod  in-greenheart,  8  to  10  ft., 
4 J  to  7  ozs.,  32/6. 

FLY  RODS, 

Greenheart,  highest  quality,  10^,  11, 
and  12  ft.,  cork  or  pigskin  grips,  rubber 
button,  snake  rings,  lock  joints,  best 
finish  and  quality,  perfect  balance  and 
action,  equal  to  anything  at  50/-.  Price 
30/-. 

GREENHEART  FLY  RODS, 

lOi,  11,  and  12  ft.,  2  tops,  snake  rings, 
cork  grip,  well  finished,  grand  action,  15/-, 

GREENHEART, 

10^,  11,  and  12  ft.,  1  top,  snake  rings 
swelled  balanced  grip,  powerful  rods,  6/6. 

SALMON  RODS, 

Pine  greenheart,  double  cork  grips,  2  tops, 
lock  joints,  magnificent  balance  and 
action,  14  and  15  ft.,  45/-;  16  and  18  ft., 
50/-. 

STRONG  GREENHEART 
SALMON  RODS, 

Swelled  handle,  good  finish,  1  top,  14 
and  15  ft.,  10/6 ;  16  and  18  ft.,  16/6. 


Get  our  List  of  Steel 
Boats  and  Punts  that 
never  leak. 


Address  in  full:— 

ARMSTRONG 

AND  CO., 

Sportiuf/   Gun  Jjept,, 
115,  NIAND  STREET, 
NEWCASTLE-ON  -TYNE. 


FISHERMEN 

AND  ALL  THOSE  TORMENTED  BY  MIDGES, 
GNATS,  MOSQUITOES,  AND  INSECT  BITES 


SHOULD  USE 


8e> 


8AMBULINE 

OR)  ELDER>  GLYCERINE^flt  HONEY  JELLY. 


"An  elegant  pveinirationforimprovingtheSkinand 
kt-epiiiL' it  <^'ooI  and  RefrGshnil.  Freefrom  grejiseaiid 
stickinfss.  It  allays  irritation  cmiseil  l>v  lu-at  or  r\- 
iK^siiiv  to  tin-  8iin  uliilst  V\^V\\\^r ~FMt\g  iiazpilc. 

"  Always  have  a  Tube  in  your  Creel  is 
the  practical  advice  of   the  well-known 
angler,  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf. 
Uf  Olifinist^  and  Stores  in  niet^vilic  tulies.  Is.,  or 

pnst  free  for  stamps  from 
OSBORNE,    BAUER     &  CHEESEMAN, 
19,  Golden  Square,  Regent  Street, 
London,  W. 


TO   DRY    FLY  FISHERS. 


MUCILIN 

(KEOrSTBHED). 

The  Finest  Preparation  for  making  lines 
and  flies  to  float.   Solid  for  lines,  liquid 
for  flies.   Clean  and  easy  to  use. 

Will  not  injure  the  most  delicate  flhre  of 
Cotton,  Klax,  Silk,  or  Wool  ;  neither  oil  noi' 
varnish  line  proofings.  Finest  ^reparaticm  for 
dressing  pnre  silk  lines  for  live  baitins;  or  trolling. 

Sent  out  in  Tins  and  Bottles,  !/•  each. 

Stnti;  when  ordering  whclher  SuIU  or  Liquid. 

THOS.  ASPINALL 

(in\i;ntoi{  ami  milk  makkie). 
Analytical  and  Manufacturing  Chemist, 

Carllon  Street  Chemical  Works,  BOLTON. 


IRELAND. 


Cast  yonr  Eye  on  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  (irder,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
doz.  of  oar-Celebrated  TROUT  PLIES, 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  2S.,  6  doz,  for  3s.  6d., 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 

WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powers 

— having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle, 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 


LOUGH  ARROW. 

For  particulars  re  fi.sliing,  and  com- 
fortable accommodation  100  yards 
from  lako,  apply  Ghokgk  Aciieson, 
Arrow  Lodge,  Boyle. 


FISHING 

IN  PULBOROUGH  DISTRICT. 

Five  miles  of  private  water  on  the  Arun. 
Limited  number  of  tickets,  10/-  the 
season,  3/6  a  week. — Write,  Stopham 
E.STATE  Office,  Putiwrough. 


TROUT  FISHING.-LOUCH  CORRIB. 

ISfst  Fvve,  h'ixhitxj  ill  flu'  Jii iit/dotii. 

PAYING  GUESTS. 

Gentleman  knowing  present  impossibility  of 
obtaining  retlued  accommodation  licsidr  flic 
I.akc,  and  the  best  lishing  on  this  now  l;iniciiia 
Lake,  is  willing  to  take  a  few  Paying  Cucsts — 
Ladies  nmU  ii'iitlcTneii,  at  niodi-i  (  cmis,  no  car 
Iiire.  llaliiUics  of  (.:oi-rili  picfiiicil.— Address 
"FrsHINi:,'    I;asom  (V  .'ioN,  Dniiliii. 

Birmingham  Corporation 
Waterworl(s, 

ELAN  VALLEY,  near  RHAYADER,  RADNORSHIRE. 


During  the  present  fishing,'  season  the 
fishing  in  the  reservoirs,  sl-rcams,  and 
lakes,  the  property  of  tlio  Corporation, 
in  the  Elan  Valley,  is  open  to  subscribers 
on  the  following  terms — 

Season  Tickets    ...  £5    5  0 
Monthly  Tickets...  £2   0  0 
Weekly  Tickets  ...        10  6 
Day  Tickets        ...         2  6 
The  Corporation  have  three  bungalows 
to  let  on  the  banks  of  the  Reservoirs  for 
the  Season.    Particulars  of  these,  also 
copies  of  Kules,  Regulations,  and  any 
other  information  may  be  obtained  from 
Mr.  JoHia  Jones,  Estate  Agent, 

Penralley,  Rhayader. 

or  from 

Mr.  E.  Antony  Lees,  Secretary, 
Water  Department, 

44,  Broad  Street,  Birmingham. 


WHITE  BROTHERS, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 
OMAOH,  IRELAND, 


FRESH  KILLED  TROUT. 


TWO=YEAR.OLD  TROUT 

fi-om  J  lb.  to  \  lb.  vreight.  Guaranteed 
cockle  fed,  giving  a  delicious  flavour. 
Any  quantity  forwarded  at  short  notice. 
Price  1/6  per  lb.  —  The  Andehton 
Hall  Fishery,  Horwich,  Lanes. 


FISHING  RIGHTS  IN  RIVER 
BLACKWATER, 

Three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  length,  within 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  of  Braintrer 
Station, 

TO  BE  LET  FOR  THE  SEASON,  £5. 

John  G.  Vaizey,  Braintrec,  Essex. 


THE  LODGE, 

WORLINGTON,  SUFFOLK 

(Half  Mile  from  MiKlcnliall  Station,  G.E.IJ.) 

First-class  accommodation  for  Visitors, 
Motorists,  and  Cyclists.  Every  home 
comfort.  Reasonable  charges.  Near 
River  Lark  and  Golf  Links. — W.  Howes. 


.  C^^  vfALMONfiSHlNfi' 

^  Instruction 

^^^H  cJ.eJ.HAROy 

HOW  TO  BE  5UCCE55FUL, 
Post  free  \  HOW  TO  HM^SS  FLIES,  i 
^  6'4     \  HOW  TO  UJE  THEM  .  / 

Hln^/^'o^X  WILL  TEACH  ^^0U  / 

■  MUCH,  y 


ALNWICK. 


ears 


A  Soap  is  known  by  the 
company  it  keeps.  Pears* 
is  found  in  good  society 
everywhere. 

The  use  of  Pears*  Soap 
betrkens  refinement. 

Scented,  of  not.  as  you  prefo<- 
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ANSWEES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

TT^lu ''^■i.  coarse  fishinsr    in  the 

Mythe  Military  Canal  is  considered  pretty  f air  • 
bream,  roach,  perch  and  a  few  pike. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebitor, 

IWe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

FISHING  NEAR  OXFORD  m  JULY. 

DEA.R  Sm, — If  your  correspondent,  Osr-ar  Reed 
will  communicate  with  me,  I  will  send  him  parti- 
culars of  good  fishing  and  comfortable  apartments 
to  be  had  within  nine  miles  of  Oxford  at  a  pretty 
little  village  four  miles  from  any  station,  and  close 
to  River  Thames  and  plenty  of  free  fishing.  I  have 
heard  of  a  Thames  trout  (61b.  to  71b.)  being  seen 
several  times  here  lately,  and  others,  though  smaller. 
Fishing  prospects  here  are  looking  favourable,  and 
chub  seem  very  plentiful. — -Yours  truly, 

Dorchester-on-Thames.  F.  W.  Gardner. 


SEA-TROUT  FISHING  IN  AUGUST. 
Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  "  J.  p."  (Harrogate).  I 
do  not  think  he  would  find  better  sea-trout  fishung 
in  August  anywhere  in  the  United  Kingdom  than 
ho  can  get  at  Connemara.  There  is  any  amount  of 
free  fishing  to  be  had  all  over  Ireland,  and  the  angler 
will  find  something  to  do  wherever  he  goes,  but  what 
IS  preserved  is  good,  and,  of  course,  worth  paying 
for.  I  advise  "  J.  P."  to  write  to  "  the  Manager 
Rocess  Hotel,  Ballynahinoh  Lakes,  vid  Galway,"for 
all  particulars.  I  and  a  friend  from  London  killed 
with  fly  twenty-seven  sea-trout,  weighing  1  lb  to 
2},\h.  each,  one  short  afternoon  on  Lough  Glenda- 
lough.  within  a  stone's  throw  of  the  hotel,  but 
that  \ras  many  years  ago.  Of  course,  sahnon  as 
W(^ll  as  sea-trout  may  be  liad. — Youi-s  truly. 

James  Callaghan. 

TROITT-FISHING  IN  FRANCE  AND  GERMANY 
I)|.:aii  Sir.—"  Pater  "  rniglit  do  worse  than  go  t(') 
Murloubaoh.  some  four  hours  rail  f,-.,,,)  Cdo-mH 
There  is  first-rate  tn.ut  and  aravlinu  fislnnu  in  tiio 
Kyll  free  of  charge  in  that  part  of  thr.  nx.ir  wliich 
bolongs  to  Mr.  Krunipen,  the  landlord  of  the  irui  at 
Murleuba.-h.  "  Pate:-  "  and  his  sons  may  also  obtain 
board  anc  apartments  at  Mrs.  Schene.'kon's  at 
Murlenbach.  daughter  of  Mr.  Krumpen  The  usual 
charge  is  five  shillings  per  day,  including  apart- 
ments. Ihere  isno  golf  ;  if  that  is  wanted  Pater  " 
must  _go  to  Baden-Baden,  where  he  will  find  both 
golf  and  fislung,  if  expense  is  no  object.— Yours 

J.  Neville. 


FISHING  NEAR  LLANDUDNO. 
Dk.vh  Sir,— I  shall  feel  greatly  obliged  if  you  or 
:iy  of  your  readers  can  give  me  any  information 
s  to  the  h.shing  (sea  and  river)  at  or  near  Llandudno 
1  am  thinking  of  going  there  early  next  month  — 
^"'"■'^  ^'•"'y'    H.  L.  Berry.' 

FISHING  WITHIN  THIRTY  MINUTES'  R  VIL 
OF  HVRROW-ON-THE-HILL 
Dear  Sir.- iVould  yo„  kindly  let  me  know  of 
any  place  witlun  halt  an  ho„r'«  rail  of  Harrow-on- 
Uie -Hill  where  I  ran  obtam  the  following —(1) 
Irout-fishmg  during  July,  August.  September,  and 
October  ;  (2)  cost  and  conditions  of  licence  •  (3)  the 
f^^ies  and  gear  which  would  be  most  suitable  •  (4) 
It  any  other  fishing  (bottom  fishing,  etc.)  can  be 

inH  IZh      ''T''  ^"'uT  '  g-'lf'  and  boating 

and  bathing,  if  possible.— Yours  truly, 

C.  K.  Crookshank. 
SPORT  WITiTthE  alder 

r  ■  -  ^«    "  Landing-Net's  " 

etter  m  the  Ftshirn,  Gazette  of  May  23,  asking  about 
the  arva  of  the  Alder  and  its  not  being  oftin  seen 
on  the  surf  ace  may  I  ask  your  readers  if  they  have 
often  done  well  with  the  Alder  fly  ^  J-      ^  « 

Eleven  years  ago  I  got  a  beautiful  dish  of  trout, 
thirteen  number,  from  I2oz.  to  18oz.,  every  fish 
on  a  small  Alder,  No.  2  hook,  one  fly  only,^in  a 

Imirfrom  St  fPP^'  i^'^^'"  innum;rable 
miles  tiom  St.  Asaph,  when  one  goes  on  a  bicycle 

^r^^^^^'^'^'  '  the  /ame 

wa^^  m^SsO  t^'l^'^f  ^'  '^''y  ^'^^  Alder 

vvas  in  1889.  in  that  excellent  little  top  reach  of 

where'r-  fiU  ^""^  Chap^el-le-Dale 

hie^  to  Tno  .  "'V  f  "'^  ''^'■aP  broke  walking 
bacK  to  Ingleton  fortunately  on  the  grass  by  thi 
roadside  and  not  in  the  dust 

Js  this  expei  ience.  of  only  two  good  days  with  the 
Alder  in  a  period  of  fisliing  extending,  alas  <  over 
more  than  thirty  years,  quite  unique     I  still  try  iT 

palsirirk'  Yo  '  had  more  tiiar; 

passing  luck.— Yours  truly,      Oliver  Procter. 


what  larva  IS  IT  ? 

Dear  Mr.  Marston,— I  duly  received  the  bottle 
of  larvae  sent  by  "  Landing-Net,"  for  which  accept 
my  thanks.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  dissecting  one  of 
them  under  the  microscope,  and  have  made  several 
interestuig  anatomical  drawings  to  a  large  magni- 
fication, i  have  idenTiified  the  specimens  sent  to  mo 
as  follows  : — Genus,  Baetis  (ecdyuriw)  fluminum  ; 
family,  Ephemerid;i!  ;  order,  Neuroptora  ;  pseudo- 
imago,  August  Dun  ;  imago.  Red  Spinner. 

You  will,  therefore,  see  that  Mr.  Malioeh  was 
correct  as  regards  the  genera,  and  the  sketch  by 
"  Landing-Net  "  was  sufficiently  correct  to  establish 
the  identification  of  the  genera,  but  not  of  the  indi- 
vidual specimen. 

I  note  several  smaller  species  which  look  very 
much  like  Bactia  (ecdyurus)  sulphurea,  but  the 
formalin  solution  is  very  much  discolom-ed,  and  I 
have  only  dissected  one  of  the  larger  species. 

I  enclose  microscopical  drawings  showing  the 
anatomy  of  the  larva  to  a  large  magnification. 

Fig.  1. — Larva  of  Baetis  fluminum,  +  2. 

Fig-  2. — One  of  the  tracheal  gills,  -j-  30.  Your 
readers  will  now  be  able  to  compare  the  difference 
with  the  tracheal  filaments  of  Sialis  lutaria  you 
reproduced  from  my  drawings  in  your  issue  of 
May  30. 

Fig.  3. — One  of  the  legs,  showing  the  plate-Hke 
femiir,  together  with  the  tibia  and  tarsus. 

Fig.  4. — A  few  segments  of  the  caudal  seta;,  -f  30. 
Fig.  5. — Mandible,  -f  50. 

Fig.  6. — Maxilla?  and  maxillary  palpi,  +  50. 

With  regard  to  your  interesting  remarks  on  seeing 
the  Cocli-y-Bondhu  thick  on  Lake  Vyrnwy,  I  assure 
you  such  an  occurrence  is  quite  rare  and  purely  local, 
and  may  never  occur  again  for  years,  and  is  brought 
about  purely  by  local  conditions  disturbing  the 
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being  seen  by  "  Landing-Net  "  in  his  district,  owing 
to  their  having  been  mistaken  for  midges  (excuse 
joke). — Yours  faithfully, 

J.  F.  Carruther.s  Bell 
P-S.— Mr.  Kennedy  has  kindly  sont  mo  one  of  his 
imitation  beetles  ;  it  is  very  good  indeed. 

FISHING  IN  THE  SOLENT. 
Dear  Sir, —  [  should  be  much  obliged  if  any  of 
your  readers  would  bo  kind  enough  to  give  me  a 
little  information  as  to  the  fishing  in  the  Solent, 
within  four  or  five  miles  of  Portsmouth  or  Rydo,' 
about  the  end  of  July. — Yours  truly,        C.  C.  C 


FLY-CASTING  RECORDS— A  CORRECTION. 
-  Dear  Sir, — I  notice  Mr.  Enright's  letter  in  your 
issue  of  May  30,  in  which  he  claims  to  hold  the 
record  for  single-handed  fly  casting.  Ho  appears 
to  base  his  claim  on  the  fact  that  he  made  one  cast 
(in  the  lift.  (iin.  competition)  of  34yds.  2ft.  at  tho 
Crystal  Palace  Tournament  in  1904. 

A  reference  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  July  so 
1904,  gives  the  result  as  between  Mr.  Enright  and 
myself  as  follows  : — 

J.  J.  Hardy,  33yds.,  34yds.,  34yds. — lOIyds 
J.  Enright,  33yds.,  33yds.,  3 4yd8. 2ft.— 100yds  2ft 
It  may  be  remembered  that  after  casting,  Mr 
Enright's  rod  was  found  to  be  longer  than  1 1ft'  Gin 
as  stipulated  in  this  competition,  and  therefore  ho 
was  disqualified  ;  otherwise  ho  would  have  taken 
second  place.  As,  however,  his  performance  (in 
consequence  of  his  rod  being  beyond  the  allowed 
length)  was  disallowed,  the  east  can  only  be  counted 
as  an  ordinary  practice  cast,  of  which  others  could 
no  doubt  give  some  considerably  better  than  anv 
made  at  this  tournament. 
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balance  of  Nature  in  favour  of  the  particular  insect 
for  the  time  being.  I  have  only  in  the  whole  course 
of  my  life  witnessed  such  a  phenomena  three  times 
—once  when  chmbing  up  to  Locli  Skene  from  Birk- 
hill,  in  Moffatdale,  I  passed  over  two  miles  of  Crane 
Flies,  crushing  hundreds  at  every  step  ;  on  another 
occasion,  at  Lucerne,  along  the  lake  front,  between 
the  bridge  over  the  Reuss  and  the  Englischerhoff, 
there  was  a  plague  of  large  moths — the  roadway  was 
ankle  deep,  and  in  the  bright  electric  light  the  ap- 
pearance was  Hke  a  heavy  fall  of  snow;  the  trams 
and  traflftc  were  stopped  for  half  an  hour.  The  last 
occasion  I  witnessed  such  a  phenomena  was  also 
singular,  and  occurred  near  the  summit  of  Titlis. 
We  had  halted  on  a  patch  of  bare  rock  and  loose 
debris  (for  lunch),  quite  surrounded  by  snow  and 
ice,  at  a  height  of  about  9000  feet  ;  the  bare  patch 
was  only  a  few  yards  square,  and  just  sufficient 
for  our  party  of  guides  ;  in  a  few  minutes  milUons 
of  Formica  rubra  appeared.  Wo  were  inundated, 
and  had  to  beat  a  hasty  retreat  before  the 
invincible  army. 

What  I  rather  intended  to  convey  was  that  I 
cannot  imderstand  your  extract  from  Mr.  Halford's 
work  that  even  the  biggest  duffer  could  ever  mistake 
the  Coch-y-Bondhu  for  the  Alder  Fly.  One  is  a  red- 
dish brown  beetle  {Phyllopertha  horiicola),  while  the 
Alder  Fly  is  Hke  a  lazy  black  moth.  Possibly  Mr. 
Halford  is  measuring  the  entomological  corn  of 
th-i  Fly  Fishers'  Club  with  his  own  bushel,  eh  !  It 
will,  perhaps,  also,  account  for  no  May  Fly  duns 


^-  From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that  my  record 
of  34yds.  is  undoubtedly  the  i-ecord  for  hea\y 
single-handed  fly  rods,  and  as  1  also  hold  the 
championship  for  light  single-handed  fly-rods,  tho 
record  is  fairly  complete. — Yours  faithfully, 

John  James  Iiardy. 


COARSE   FISHING  NEAR  FOLKESTONE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  glad  if  any  of  your 
readers  could  tell  me  of  any  good  spots'for  coarse 
fishing,  etc.,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Folkestone, 
where  I  intend  spending  my  holidays  during  the 
last  week  in  .lune  and  first  in  July. 

I  have  heard  that  there  are  some  very  good  fish 
to  be  caught  in  the  Militarj^  Canal  at^  Hythe. 
Could  any  of  your  readers  ad\  ise  mo  regarding 
this,  as  to  what  fish  are  to  be  caught  there,  and  the 
bast  bait  to  use. — Youi-s  truly,    '  .-Vnxious. 


THE   RIVER  COCKER. 
Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  .Mr.  S.  Wells,  let  me 

tell  him  tf^at  the  River  Cocker  is  not  worth  a  ! 

It  is  a  mere  brook,  and  though  there  are  a  few  trout 
in  it  where  it  runs  through  private  land,  it  is  really 
not  worth  fishing.  I  lived  jiear  it  fourteen  years, 
saw  it  hmidreds  of  times,  had  permission  to  fish  it' 
and  ne\  er  once  cared  to  try  it.  The  tidal  portion 
runs  through  dangerous  sands,  and  though  it 
contains  eels  and  fluke,  and  a  few  sea-trout  in  the 
autumn,  I  doubt  whether  it  would  be  safe  to 
ventvu-e  more  than  a  yard  or  two  below  the  non- 
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tidal  portion.  I  should  say,  give  it  a  clear  berth. 
Four  or  fi\  o  miles  away  you  have  the  Wyre,  one 
of  tho  host  preserved  trout  and  soa-trout  streams 
in  tho  North  of  England.  So  why  worry  about  the 
Cocker  ? — Yoiu-s  truly,  Eknest  Phillips. 

Sittingbourne. 


FISHING  AT  ULLSVVATER. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  the  iucjuiry  by  Mr.  J. 
Swatson,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  a  visit  to  Ullswator 
last  year,  but  I  stayed  there  for  three  days  only,  as  1 
was  looking  round  the  lakes.  I  do  not  know  about 
Howtown,  which  is  midway  up  (or  down,  according 
to  which  way  you  are  looking  at  it)  the  lake,  as  we 
only  touched  there  when  leaving  by  steamer,  but 
at  the  Patterdale  end  good  accommodation  can  be 
got,  as  well  as  boats,  and  tho  fishing  in  the  lake  is 
free.  1  am  told  it  contains  but  trout  and  perch. 
I  saw  both  these,  and  the  local  tackle  vendor  at 
Glenridding  (a  grocer)  told  me  that  the  best  time 
was  from  April  to  June,  that  the  trout  go  off  in 
July  and  are  not  then  to  be  caught  in  the  lake. 
There  is  a  stream — two,  in  fact,  fishable,  entering 
the  lake  at  the  Patterdale  end,  both  of  which 
seemed,  as  far  as  I  could  see,  to  contain  only  small 
trout,  but  I  have  no  doubt  the  large  ones  out  of 
the  lake  run  up  in  the  spawning  season.  I  did  not 
visit  the  district  for  the  purpose  of  fishing,  only 
there  happened  to  be  a  young  man  attached  to  a 
party  staying  at  the  same  house  where  I  was  who 
was  there  for  that  purpose,  but  he  seemed  to  know 
nothing  about  trout  fishing,  and  had  scarcely  any 
suitable  tackle.  I  went  out  with  him  twice,  but 
this  was  in  September,  and  we  only  got  one  or 
two  small  fish  in  the  stream  near  the  house. 

The  country  at  the  Patterdale  end  is  delightful, 
far  more  so,  to  my  way  of  thinking,  than  at  How- 
town.  There  is  a  good  hotel,  the  LTUswater,  which 
charges  first-class  prices,  and  there  are  one  or  two 
smaller  ones.  Personally,  I  stayed  with  Mrs. 
Robinson,  Griesdale  Bridge  House,  Glenridding, 
Patterdale,  Penrith  (postal  address),  a  private 
house.  Mr.  Robinson  has  boats  on  the  lake,  one 
field's  length  from  the  house.  Tho  house  is  about 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  steamer  landing, 
and  he  would  fetch  luggage  on  being  advised  time 
of  arrival;  the  catering  at  Mrs.  Robinson's  is  Al, 
and  very  clean.  I  was  recoimnonded  there  from 
Ambleside,  and  felt  sorry  I  could  not  stay  longer. 
Tho  Ullswater  Hotel  is  alongside  the  steamer  landing. 
Pe.haps  your  correspondent  knows  about  the  route 
to  got  there — if  not,  rail  to  Penrith  is  best,  thonce 
a  coach  to  Pooley  Bridge  from  Penrith  Station, 
connecting  with  the  Lake  Ullswater  steamer,  I 
think  five  times  daily  in  July,  but  if  he  will  write 
to  Mr.  Wm.  Scott,  Town  Hall,  Penrith,  and  enclose 
a  few  stamps,  he  can  get  tho  time-tables  which  will 
show  times  of  departure  from  Penrith. 

I  do  not  know  anything  about  flies  for  the 
district,  but  fancied  that  the  local  patterns  shown 
me  were  somewhat  heavy,  as  I  think  is  usual. — 
Yours  truly.  Iron  Blue. 


THE   41  LB.    IRISH  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, — Three  separate  correspondents  wrote 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Juno  6  about  tho  Irish 
pike  of  4Ulb.  Mr.  G.  Acheson,  under  the  head  of 
"  Lough  Derg,"  sends  the  account  of  its  capture  ; 
Messrs.  Cooper,  the  naturalists,  write  that  they 
have  received  it  for  mounting  ;  and  Mr.  Pliillips,  of 
Birmingham,  corroborates.  None  of  them  makes 
any  announcement  as  to  who  actually  caught  this 
fish,  how  it  was  caught,  and  with  what  bait.  Did 
it  fall  a  victim  to  the  ordinary  lure  of  the  pike- 
angler  ;  was  it  caught  while  spawning  ;  or  what 
was  the  method  of  its  capture  ?  As  a  41  lb.  pike  is 
only  caught  about  every  twenty  years,  it  is  surely 
worth  while  for  somebody  to  tell  us  all  they  know 
about  this  monster  fish. — Yours  truly, 

Sittingbourne.  Ernest  Phillips. 


THE  41  LB.  IRISH  PIKE. 
Dear  Sir, — The  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
June  B  reports  the  capture  in  Lough  Arrow  by 
■'  Mr.  Browne  and  his  boatmen  "  of  a  41  lb.  pike.  I 
and  other  angling  friends  who  read  the  Fishiwi 
Gazelle  would  like  to  know  if  the  pike  was  caught 
with  rod  and  line. — Yours  truly, 

Charles  Tilbury. 


THE  RIVER  FLEET. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  any  of  your  readers  give  me  any 
information  regarding  the  River  Fleet.  I  am  not 
quite  sure  which  shire  it  is  in,  but  it  runs  into  the 
Solway  Firth.  I  have  heard  it  spoken  of  as  a  first- 
class  sea  trout  and  herling  river.  I  intend  having  a 
week's  fishing  in  the  South  of  Scotland  about  the 
end  of  July,  and  I  am  looking  for  a  place  where  there 
is  a  chance  of  sea-trout  or  herling. 

I  shall  be  greatly  obliged  for  any  information 
about  the  River  Fleet  or  any  other  river  that  would 


suit  my  requirements ;  also  particulars  about 
permits  and  hotel  accommodation  would  bo  useful. 
— Yours  truly,  D.  K. 


FLOATING  LINES. 

De.\r  Sir, — I  should  be  greatly  obliged  to  any  of 
your  numerous  correspondents  to  enlighten  mo  as  to 
the  advantages  of  a  "  floating  lino."  I  have  been 
reading  some  letters  in  your  Fishing  Gazette  on  this 
subject.  I  have  been  using  "  Natare  "  for  dry-fly 
fishing,  and  my  growl  is  not  the  sweetest  should  any 
of  it  get  on  my  line  or  gut  cast  and  keep  them  above 
water.  Am  I  being  left  boliind  in  the  art  of  fly- 
fishing ? — Yours  truly,  T.  D. 

[To  be  able  to  make  your  dressed  reel-lino  (not 
your  gut  cast)  float  is  a  great  advantage  in  dry-fly 
fishing,  as,  instead  of  sinking  and  causing  the  fly  to 
drag  or  get  pulled  imder,  the  line  floats  on  the 
surface.  In  float-fishing,  where  you  cast  out  far  and 
have  a  long  length  of  line  between  the  rod  and  float, 
it  is  also  a  great  ad\  antago  to  keep  it  floating  on  the 
surface,  and  not  sunk  and  perhaps  entangled  in 
weeds.  A  line  which  has  had  a  little  "  Gishurstine  " 
rubbed  on  it  to  make  it  float  al.so  runs  much  better 
through  the  rings,  and  shoots  bettor  when  you  want 
to  get  an  extra  yard  or  two  at  the  end  of  your  cast. 
—Ed.] 


UNDYED  HOMESPUN  CLOTH. 

Dear  Sir, — If  "  Homespun  "  will  communicate 
with  us  we  shall  have  pleasure  in  sending  him  somo 
samples  of  tho  materials  we  make  from  tho  wool  of 
black  sheep  without  the  addition  of  any  dye  what- 
ever.— Yours  truly,       W.  Waddell  and  Sons. 

The  Otterburn.Mill,  Ottorburn,  S.O., 
Northumberland. 


TROUT  IN  CONFINED  WATER. 
De.\r  Sir, — I  had  intended  for  some  time  writing 
you  in  reference  to  the  remarkable  development  of 
rainbow  trout  in  confined  water.  The  information, 
now,  whilst  it  may  bo  of  interest  to  your  general 
readers,  will  probably  partly  answer  the  query  put 
by  your  correspondent,"  D.  B.,"  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Juno  G.  The  Golden  Carp  A.A.  (Bristol), 
of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  bo  a  vice-president, 
rents,  among  numerous  other  waters,  a  fairly  large 
pond — at  a  rough  estimate,  60  yards  by  40  yards — 
which  was  constructed  somo  years  ago.  Tho  pit  or 
pond  adjoins  a  brick  manufacturer's  premises,  and 
the  excavation  was  made  in  tho  process  of  digging  out 
clay  for  brick-making.  During  this  process  a  spring 
burst  in  the  bottom  of  the  pit,  and  digging  opera- 
tions had  to  be  abandoned  in  consequence  of  the 
inrush  of  water.  On  three  sides  the  pit  is  cut  in 
ledges  or  tiers,  so  that  whilst  in  the  middle  it  is 
20ft.  or  30ft.  deep,  the  depth  at  the  sides  is  greatly 
diminished  by  the  ledges,  and,  on  one  side,  it  runs 
to  a  shallow  of  a  few  inches,  and  here  the  bottom 
is  a  stony  one.  There  is  a  great  amount  of  weed — 
flannel  weed,  I  think  it  is — in  tho  bottom  of  the  pond, 
and  this  is  full  of  insect  life.  Some  years  ago  tho 
Golden  Carp  A.A.  rented  the  water  and  stocked  it 
with  carp,  tench,  and  roach,  but  presumably  tho 
natural  food  in  tho  pond  was  sufficient  for  these 
fish,  and,  as  a  consequence,  tho  angler  failed  to 
attract  them  in  anything  like  satisfactory  numbers 
with  his  bait,  the  carp,  many  of  which .  are  now 
of  aldermanic  proportions,  and  must  be  over  a 
dozen  pounds  in  weight,  being  particularly  shy  and 
difficult  to  catch.  Nearly  two  years  ago  it  occurred 
to  some  of  the  members  that  an  experiment  might 
be  made  with  trout  in  the  pond,  but  others  shook 
their  heads  and  said  trout  woidd  never  thrive  there. 
However,  wo  had  a  good  balance  at  the  banker's, 
and  decided  to  risk  about  £5  or  so  on  a  hvmdred 
rainbow  trout.  Accordingly,  in  November,  1906, 
100  two-year-olds,  measuring  fronx  Sin.  to  lOin.  in 
length,  were  turned  into  the  water,  and  were  then  left 
practically  undisturbed  until  the  June  16  following. 
On  that  date  two  or  three  members  of  the  club  went 
to  the  pond  in  the  hope  of  catching  coarse  fish, 
but  there  was  a  surprise  for  them,  and  their  sport 
was  most  sensational.  They  did  nyt  touch  a  single 
coarse  fish,  Vjut  in  a  few  hours  they  had  hooked, 
landed,  and  returned  sixty  of  the  rainbow  trout. 
No  matter  what  bait  was  put  in — worms,  paste, 
gentles,  and  even  malt — the  trout  took  it,  and  when 
they  were  hooked  they  fought  and  jumped  like 
demons.  They  were  in  the  very  pink  of  condition, 
and  showed  wonderful  development.  Eight  to  ten 
inches  in  length  wTien  they  were  put  in  nine  months 
before,  most  of  them  were,  at  this  date,  16in.  in 
length,  and  one  measured  as  much  as  20in.,  and 
was  between  21b.  and  31b.  in  weight.  They 
continued  to  provide  sport  right  through  the 
season,  but  in  accordance  with  a  rule  made  by 
the  committee  of  the  association  they  were  all 
returned.  Between  twenty  and  thirty  succumbed 
to  injuries  through  bad  hooking,  so  that  about 
seventy  of  the   trout  remained  in  the  pond  at 


tho  close  of  the  season.  Tho  association,  encouraged 
by  the  success  of  this  experiment,  turned  throo 
hundred  more  two-year-olds  in  last  November — 
namely,  100  rainbows,  100  Loch  Levens,  and  100 
browns — and  members  are  now  looking  forward 
with  a  good  deal  of  interest  to  Tuesday  next 
(June  16)  when  the  pond  will  be  open  for  fishing.  I 
have  received  reports  recently  that  the  water  is  alivo 
with  fish,  so  that  there  is  promise  of  good  sport,  but 
no  fish  under  14in.  will  bo  retained,  and  no  member 
will  bo  allowed  to  take  more  than  one  brace. — Yoiu's 
truly,  F.  G.  Stanley  Jones 

("  The  Gontle,"  Bristol  Evening  News). 

CONDITION  OF  SALMON  IN  TAVY. 

Dear  Sir, — -No  one  can  find  fault  with  what  Mr. 
Hoarder  "  believes,"  but  he  must  confine  his  asser- 
tions to  "  facts."  A  spring  salmon  of  SD^in.  from 
no.se  to  fork  of  tail,  and  23in.  in  girth,  weighing 
26Jlb.  thirty  hours  after  capture,  is — as  all  experts 
know — a  grand  fish.  Taking  the  last  part  of  your 
correspondent's  letter  in  conjunction  with  an  anony- 
mous postcard  I  received,  and  which  I  enclose,  but 
would  be  glad  to  have  returned,  surely  only  a  silly 
woman  could  possibly  conceive  the  idea  of  buying 
a  fish  and  attempt  to  pass  it  oft  on  a  number  of 
experts  on  fishing  matters — as  one  caught  on  rod 
and  line.  Why,  Sir,  water-bailiffs  are  now  so  edu- 
cated that  they  would  at  once  detect  such  an  imposi- 
tion, and  tell  you  with  little  ceremony  to  take  tho 
stinking  thing  to  blazes  !  and  then  report  the  matter 
to  the  secretary  of  the  clid)  or  association,  and  quite 
right,  too  !  "  I  am  afraid  "  someone  has  again 
hoaxed  your  Plymouth  corrospondont.  Since  my 
old  gim-room  days,  1  have  personally  given  up  prac- 
tical jokes,  and  confine  my  attentions  to  gulling 
salmon  and  peal,  and  hope  to  be  spared  a  fe'V  more 
years  to  tlirow  a  fly  and  kill  my  fish,  whether  he  has 
a  big  head  or  small  one. — Yours  tridy, 

Richard  Geo.  Roe 

(Captain,  Royal  Navy). 


CONDITION  OF  TAVY  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir, — Seeing  that  tho  condition  of  tho 
salmon  recently  killed  in  the  Tavy  is  questioned  by 
"  Your  Plymouth  Correspondent,"  will  you  please 
allow  mo  to  state,  although  a  fisliorman  all  my  life, 
T  never  saw  two  fish  in  better  conditit>n  than  a 
23-poimder,  killed  May  II,  and  a  10-pounder  on 
May  20  by  Captain  Roe,  R.N.,  who  has  a  fislung 
cottage  on  the  river. 

On  May  1 1  George  Routley,  a  Tavistock  man,'  told 
mo  that  at  1  p.m.  he  witnessed  a  battle  between 
the  Captain  and  a  231b.  salmon  in  Virtuous  Lady 
Pool.  On  going  to  the  cottage  I  mot  the  Captain 
and  a  Rev.  Errington,  a  fisherman  but  a  stranger 
to  both  the  Captain  and  myself,  entering  the 
grounds;  the  Captain  produced  the  fish,  and  with  the 
reverend  gentleman  I  measured  it  from  tip  of  nose 
to  fork  of  tail,  37in.  ;  girth,  21in.  It  pulled  down  a 
201b.  spring  balance  "  plump."  We  estimated  the 
fish  231b.  At  this  moment  the  water-bailiff  joined 
us,  and  said :  "  It  is  not  so  large  a  fish  as  the  last  by 
41b.  ;  I  make  it  37in.  by  21in.,  and  weight  221b.  to 
231b.  The  last  was  30Jin.  by  23in.,  and  about  271b." 
I  am  not  interested  in  any  way  in  this  discussion, 
and  feel  sure  the  Rev.  Errington,  whoso  address 
Horrell,  the  keepe:',  tells  me  is  Alton  Rectory,  HantS, 
will  bear  out  this  brief  statement  of  "  facts."  The 
10-pounder  I  saw  on  May  20  measured  29in.  by  18in. 
I  never  knew  salmon  up  so  early  before,  so  no  one 
thought  of  looking  for  them  until  the  Captain  got 
his  27-pounder  on  May  9.  Since  then  several,  all 
splendid  fish,  have  been  killed. — Yours  truly, 

T.   C.  WiNSOR. 


HARD  LINES. 
~  Dear  Sir, — Could  you,  through  your  corrospofi- 
dence  columns,  inform  us  on  the  following  point  ? 
Some  years  since,  say,  seven,  we  placed  somo  fish 
in  some  ponds  with  the  owner's  unbounded  approval 
and  co-operation,  he  also  giving  us  a  small  sum 
towa-ds  the  cost  of  first  consignment.  We  have 
fished  the  water  regularly  ever  since  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  first  year.  This  year  he  has  netted  it,  and 
taken  out  fish  up  to  3|lb.  weight,  and  refuses  us 
permission  to  fish,  his  grievance  being  that  we  have 
not  put  the  number  of  fish  in  we  say  we  have, 
although  we  have  bills  to  prove  it.  He  wanted  the 
fish  in  for  trade  purposes.  We  have  no  written  or 
signed  agreement.  Have  we  any  redress  ? — Yours 
t[.^ly^  Disgusted. 

[In  the  absence  of  an  agreement,  I  fear  the  anglers 
who  stocked  the  ponds  have  no  remedy.  They 
appear  to  have,  at  any  rate,  enjoyed  the  fishing  for 
some  years.  If  they  cannot  arrange  the  matter 
amicably  with  the  owner,  they  certainly  will  not 
get  any  satisfaction  in  any  other  way. — Ed.] 
{Several  letteri  are  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOE. 

The  1908  May  Fly  Season  on  the 
Lower  Kennett,  etc. 

Mr.  G.  E.  M.  Skues  writes  : — "lam  sorry  to  say 
I  was  right  about  the  May  Fly  on  the  Lower  Kennett. 
I  went  down  again  for  Saturday  to  Monday,  June 
6  to  8.  There  was  a  very  faint  sprinkling  of  fly  on 
June  6,  less  on  June  7,  and  we  observed  two  fresh 
flies  come  up  on  June  8.  The  May  Fly  season  of 
the  Lower  Kennett  for  the  year  1908  has  thus  been 
the  worst  failure  for  many  years,  even  on  that 
disconcerting  river." 

Mr.  J.  T.  Emery  tolls  me  that  there  was'a  big  rise 
of  May  Fly  on  the  upper  Windrush.  Mr.  David 
Pine  and  Mr.  L.  J.  Graham  Clarke  have  had  capital 
sport  May  Fly  fishing  on  Lough  Derg.  Writing  on 
June  9,  Mr.  Graham  Clarke  says :— "  I  came  here 
last  Wednesday  (June  3),  and  found,  to  my  surprise, 
the  May  Fly  was  nearly  over  !  However,  considering 
this,  I  have  had  pretty  good  sport.  On  June  4  I 
got  three  trout  weighing  together  6|lb. ;  on  June  5 
I  got  four  trout  weighing  together  15|lb. — 5Jlb., 
4|lb.,  3Jlb.,  and  2\\h.  each  ;  and  yesterday  I  got 
three  lovely  fish  weighing  15jlb. — SJlb.,  5jlb.,  and 
51b.  I  am  sending  you  one  of  the  fish  of  5^1b. 
before  it  was  cleaned.  (It  is  necessary  to  clean 
them  or  they  would  not  carry.)  If  this  reaches  you, 
as  I  hope,  in  good  condition,  I  think  you  will  say 
it  is  as  good  as  any  salmon  ;  but,  of  course,  two 
days'  travel  is  a  trial  to  anything  perishable." 

I  never  tasted  a  better  trout — the  cook  put  it  into 
boiling  water  with  a  handful  of  salt,  and  we  bad 
it  cold  with  mayonnaise  sauce.  It  was  as  pink  and 
as  good  as  a  salmon. 

A  3olb.  Salmon  on  a  4J0Z.  Trout  Rod. 

The  followiag  note  reached  me  on  Tuesday 
morning  from  Mr.  L.  J.  Graham  Clarke,  of  the 
Fly-Fishers'  Club  :— 

"  DE.4.R  Mr.  M.uisTON,— It  may  interest  you  to 


hear  that  I  have  had  a  most  exciting  morning. 
Using  a  4ioz.  7ft.  long  cane  spinning-rod  by  Payne, 
a  No.  4  'Lindum'  line,  and  a  '  Chapman 't  spinner 
with  natural  minnow,  I  got  first  a  4lb.  pike, 
then  a  301b.  salmon,  which  fought  hard  for  forty- 
five  minutes.  It  was  capital  sport  with  such  fine 
tackle,  and  it  speaks  well  for  both  rod  and  line  that 
they  stood  the  strain  so  well.  The  trace  was  only 
moderately  stout  trout-gut,  from  Wliite,  of  Omagh.'' 

It  also  speaks'  well  for  the  angler  !  Mr.  L.  J. 
Graham  Clarke  has  very  kindly  agreed  to  be  one  of 
the  judges  again  at  our  Tournament  on  July  9 
and  10. 

Since  the  above  was  in  type,  Mr.  L.  J.  Graham 
Clarke  tells  me  he  caught  another  splendid  271b. 
salmon  on  June  16  on  the  same  little  420z.  rod, 
after  a  fight  of  an  hour  and  twenty  minutes. 

The  "Sailor  Fly." 

A  correspondent  sent  a  beetle  and  asked  for  par 
ticulars  about  it.  Mr.  Bell  kindly  replies  a- 
follows :—  s 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marstok, — The  beetle  is  one  of  the 
'  Sailors,'  distinguished  from  the  Soldier  fly  of 
Ronald  by  its  blue  elytra;  both  are  known  to 
anglers  as  the  Fern  Fly,  or  Soldier  Fly,  although 
the  latter  is  known  by  its  red  elytra.  Strictly 
speaking,  the  blue  species  you  have  sent  does  not 
figure  in  anglers'  entomology  ;  they  both  belong  to 
the  same  family,  and  are  very  pugnacious  and 
cannibalistic.  The  following  is  the  identification : 
• — Order,  Coleoptera  ;  family,  Malcoderma  ;  genus, 
Telephorus ;  species,  fuscus.  They  are  very 
common  in  June,  and  are  generally  found  on  um- 
belliferous plants,  flowers,  grass  and  moss. — Yoms 
faithfully,  "  Jajvies  F.  Carruthers  Bell." 


Sport  in  a  Gale  on  the  Lambourn. 

For  two  or  three  seasons  a  friend  has  invited  me 
to  fishjhis  lovely  stretch  of  water  on  the  Lambourn, 
but  it  was  not  until  one  day  last  week  that  I  was 
able  to  do  so.  There  was  plenty  of  water  —  in 
fact,  the  tremendous  fall  of  snow  they  had  in  the 
Newbury  district,  many  feet  deep  in  places,  this 
spring  has  filled  the  Kennett  and  Lambourn  springs 
to  overflowing.  There  was  also  quite  a  gale  of 
wind,  and  almost  as  cold  as  one  might  expect  it  in 
March.  We  had  never  seen  the  I^ambourn  Valley 
before,  and  shall  now  be  able  to  remember  it  as 
among  the  most  beautiful.  Up  to  midday  we  had 
done  next  to  nothing,  as  there  was  no  rise.  We 
— that  is,  my  wife  and  one  of  my  sons,  R.  L.  M.,  and 
I — ^had  arranged  to  have  lunch  sent  to  a  hatch 
about  midway  on  the  stretch  of  water  we  were 
flshing. 

It  was  blowing  a  gale,  but  I  was  glad  to  spot  a 
rise  or  two-above  the  hatch,  and  to  see  one  or  two 
small  Olives  on  the  water.  I  said  nothing,  as  I 
wanted  lunch,  but  Mrs.  R.  B.  M.  had  spotted  the 
rises  also,  and  expressed  her  determination  to  have 
one  of  the  fish  before  lunch.  Protests  on  my  part 
were  in  vain.  I  was  reminded  that  I  had  often 
spoken  like  an  oracle  to  the  effect  that  if  you  did 
not  take  advantage  of  the  rise  you  did  not  deserve 
to  get  any  fish.  I  had  to  admit  the  truth  of  this, 
but  I  pointed  out  that  the  rise  was  only  just  begin 
ning,  which  was  true,  and  that  it  would  go  on  all 
the  afternoon,  which  I  hoped  was  true.  "  Are  you 
sure  P  "  "Certain,"  I  replied,  for  I  was  starving, 
and  lucky  for  my  reputation  the  rise  did  go  on 
right  up  to  the  evening.  "  Look  at  that  lovely  fish 
just  where  the  water  goes  through  the  middle  of 
the  weed-rack,  and  there  is  another  in  the  middle 
and  another  over  there !  "  The  fish  were  coming  on 
beautifully,  and  for  the  next  few  hours  we  had  great 
fun.  The  fish  do  not  run  large,  but  the  keeper 
counted  over  fifteen  brace,  from  about  6oz.  to  Ijlb., 
when  he  came  for  the  basket  and  lunch  things  at 
teatime,  and  we  all  put  back  several.  We  had  some 
for  breakfast  next  morning,  and  they  were  excellent. 
Next  day  we  only  went  to  the  river  for  an  hour  or 
two,  and  I  did  not  fish  hard,  or  keep  any  of  those 
I  caught.  My  son  had  four  brace,  none  quite  a 
pound,  but  none  far  short,  and  Mrs.  M.  got  two  or 
three  brace,  and  worked  splendidly  to  get  them 
against  a  most  baffling  down-stream  wind,  which 
made  it  not  only  diffi.cult  to  cast  but  difficult  to  see 
your  fly.  Water-meadows  in  June,  with  the  grass 
almost  waist-high  and  hiding  the  ditches,  are  not 
very  easy  for  a  man  to  pass  through — quite  be- 
wildering, in  fact,  when  you  are  encumbered  with 
petticoats.  "  Are  they  safe  ?  "  "  What  safe  '?  "  I 
said,  and  then  seeing  the  direction  in  which  Mrs.  M. 
was  looking,  I  said,  "  Oh,  safe  as  houses."  ^Cows.) 


How  easy  a  nasty  accident  may  happen  when  yon 
would  think  it  impossible  ?  Later  on  in  the  day, 
when  fishing,  I  had  pointctl  out  a  trout  rising  where 
I  thought  Mrs.  M.  might  get  at  it,  and  in  crossing 
a  little  ditch  down  she  went  suddenly,  luckily 
without  hurt.  A  bit  of  plank  had  been  placed 
across  the  ditch,  which  was  dry,  and  the  grass  grow- 
ing high  hid  a  three-inch  rusty  nail  sticking  up  out 
of  the  plank.  Mrs.  M.'s  foot  struck  against  the 
nail  and  threw  her  down — to  have  stepped  on  to  it 
with  light  rubber  boots  would  have  been  much 
more  serious.  Mrs.  M.  got  her  fly  beautifully  over 
the  trout,  and  struck  a  wee  bit  too  hard.  "  Why, 
he  has  taken  U  !  "  said  the  lady  in  the  most  aggrieved 
manner,  and  added  that  she  felt  inchned  to  throw 
a  stone  at  that  fish,  like  the  "  Amateur  Angler  " 
did  at  the  sarcastic  Chess  trout.  "  Yes,"  I  said, 
"  he  has  checkmated  you."  What  I  enjoyed  was 
watching  my  wife  and  son  cast  dry-flies  at  trout 
in  awfully  "  critical  "  places,  where  I  should  have 
considered  it  hopeless,  from  "  drag  on  the  fly,"  etc., 
and — well,  they  laugh  who  win,  and  they  often 
won  ! 

"Gun,  Rod  and  Rifle"— A  Capital  Book.* 

"  Gun,  Rod  and  Rifle  "  is  the  title  of  a  new  work 
by  Captain  F.  Chapman,  V.D.,  author  of  "  Wensley- 
dale  Hounds,  1686-1907."  I  hope  to  notice  it  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  soon,  but  in  the  meantime  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  very  strongly  recommending  aU  lovers 
of  sport  with  gun,  rod  and  rifle  to  send  10s.  lOd. 
for  a  copy  to  the  author  at  the  address  given  below. 
It  is  a  modest,  racy,  well-written  account  of  genuine 
sport  by  a  thorough  sportsman  ;  it  is  well  illustrated 
and  well  produced,  and  I  feel  confident  that 
no  one  who  takes  my  advice  and  buys  a  copy  will 
regret  it. 


A  Fish  from  Killamey. 

An  angler,  fishing  in  the  Lakes  of  Killamey,  sent 
me  a  fish  the  other  day  which  he  could  not  identify. 
I  sent  it  to  Mr.  G.  A.  Boulenger,  F.R.S.,  saying  I 
thought  it  was  a  char,  and  he  kindly  replies  as 
follows :  — 

"  Dear  ife.  Marston, — The  fish  from  Killamey 
is  a  char,  and  belongs  to  the  form  described  by  Dr. 
Giinther  as  Salmo  Colii." 

I  did  not  know  that  the  Killamey  Lakes  held 
char. 

Lough  Mask. 

A  friend  who  knows  Lough  Mask  writes  : — 

"  In  reply  to  yours,  I  should  say  that  anglers 
staying  in  Ballinrobe  would  have  quite  three  miles 
to  drive,  but  those  who  stay  at  Mr.  ilayne's  house 
(Springvale  Lodge)  are  at  the  waterside  in  fifteen 
minutes,  driving,  or  a  distance  of  about  a  mile  and 
a  half.  Mr.  MajTie  makes  no  charge  for  driving 
to  and  from  the  water.  Lough  Carra  is  about  four 
miles  from  Mayne's,  and  he  drives  you  there  and 
back  for  nothing. 

"  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Clonbur  end  of  the 
lough  is  the  end  for  big  trout  and  pike,  trolling,  but 
the  Ballinrobe  (or  Mayne's)  is  the  end  for  fly- 
fishing. It  is  quite  possible  to  get  a  good  bag  with 
the  fly  at  the  Clonbur  end  at  times,  but  very  long 
distances  have  often  to  be  rowed  to  get  to  good  fly- 
water.  In  the  '  home  bay,'  immediately  in  front 
of  Pat  SummerviUe's,  I  have  seen  hundreds  of  trout 
up  to  4lb.  lising  at  one  time,  but  I  never  knew 
more  than  a  brace  per  day  taken  from  that  water. 

"  I  have  never  seen  such  bags  of  heavy  trout  in 
my  life  as  those  laid  out  on  SummerviUe's  lawn  at 
the  end  of  a  day's  fishing,  but  these  very  big  ones 
would  be  taken  on  troll.  As  an  instance,  a  friend 
of  mine,  in  one  hour,  caught  (trolling)  one  trout  of 
8Mb.,  one  of  lO^lb.,  and  one  of  l61b.  I  think  this 
must  be  a  record." 

In  our  correspondence  columns  will  be  foimd  a 
letter  from  Colonel  A.  J.  Paterson  giving  an  account 
of  very  good  sport  on  Lough  Mask  which  he  enjoyed 
recently  when  staying  at  ^Ir.  SummerviUe's  place, 
Kilbride  Lodge. 


*  "  Gun,  Rod  and  Rifle  :  being  a  Yorkshireman's 
Reminiscences  of  Half  a  Century's  Sport  on  Moor. 
River,  and  at  tlie  Rifle  Butts."  By  Captain  F. 
Chapman,  V.D.  Edited  by  J.  Fairfax  Blakeborough. 
With  manj-  illustrations.  Published  by  tlie  author 
at  "  Osaka,"  14,  Hartington-place,  Eastbourne. 
Price  10s.  6d. 
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WATER-WITCHES, 
"  With  These  I  Have  Killed  More  Fish  than  with 
Either  the  Real  Minnow  or  any  Artificial  Bait 
of  the  Kind  I  ever  used." — H.  Wheatley. 

One  of  the  writ-ers  of  books  on  angling  for  Avhom 
I  have  the  greatest  esteem  M-as  Hewett  \V''Jieatley, 
Esq..  who,  in  1849,  gave  anglers  the  results  of  a 
lifetime  of  pra?tieal  angling  in  a  well-illustrated 
little  work,  "  The  Rod  and  Line :  or,  Practical 
Hints  and  Dainty  Devices  for  the  Sure  Taking  of 
Trout,  Grayling,  etc."  It  was  published,  as  so 
many  of  our  best  books  on  angling  and  sport  have 
been,  by  Messrs.  Longmans.  As  the  time  for 
minnow  fishing  is  now,  and  for  the  rest  of  the  hot 
months,  I  think  it  will  be  interesting  and  useful 
to  give  Wheatley 's  description  of  his  tackle  for 


things  is  very  obvious.  First,  as  regards  the  spin- 
ning of  the  bait. 

"  I  do  not  mean  to  assert  that  its  rotatory  motion 
through  the  water  is  quicker  than  wliere  the  tail 
is  made  the  momentum — supposing  the  tail  to  be 
large  enough  and  (he  minnow  properly  weighted. 


"  Now,  with  the  Water- Witch  tribe,  the  spinning 
part  may  be  made  much  larger  than  in  any  other 
artificial  minnow,  without  risk  of  obtruding  its 
hardness  on  the  sensibility  of  the  trout's  jaws. 
They  spin  all  the  better  for  being  of  tolerable  size, 
and  proving  no  impediment  to  hooking  the  fish,  are 
rather  to  be  preferred  large  than  small.  The  chief 
secret  of  artificial  minnow  fishing  is,  that  the  hooks 
stand  well  out  from  the  body  of  the  bait,  a  matter 


(says  Wheatley)  to  the  liard,  curved  tail  is  at  ail 
end. 

"  True.  Whence,  then,  cpmes  it  that  so  many 
fish  are  lost  when  using  the  real  minnow  ?  Beyond 
all  question  by — 

"  The  bad  arrangement  of  the  hooks. 

"  I  have  applied  the  same  principle  to  the  real 
minnow  as  to  the  artificial.  Place  the  hooks  on  a 
real  minnow  as  you  will — except  with  my  tackle — 
and  they  must  in  their  transit  through  the  water 
chng  close,  or  nearly  so,  to  the  body  of  the  bait-fish. 

"  To  one  who  knows  nothing  of  angling,  this  may 
seem  wholly  unimportant,  provided  the  points  and 
barbs  are  not  absolutely  buried  in,  or  lie  close  upon, 
the  scales  of  the  bait.  But  well  do  many  anglers 
know  that  the  chief  reason  why  a  trout  is  not  hooked, 
when  he  actually  lays  hold  of  the  minnow',  is,  in 
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PLATE  L 
From  Wheatley's  "Rw\  antl  Line.' 


PLATE  IL 
Fi'om  Wlieatley's  "  Rod  ami  Line.' 


Spinning  a  minnow,  artificial  or  natural,  with  copies 
of  his  illustrations.  But  first  it  will  be  fair  to 
Wheatley  to  give  his  reasons  for  inventing  a  tackle 
differing  essentially  in  some  features  from  any 
other. 

Wheatley's  Reasons  for  Designing  his  Tackle. 

"The  experience,"  he  says,  "of  every  angler 
mu.st  have  thoroughly  impressed  upon  his  mind 
the  fact  that  even  with  the. real  minnow  ho  has 
missed  very  many  more  fish  than  he  has  killed. 
Now,  with  these  Water-Witches  I  have  killed,  and 
seen  killed  by  others,  very  many  more  fish  than 
have  been  missed.  Incredible  as  this  may  sound, 
it  is  strictly  true,  and  is  attributable,  I  apprehend, 
to  two  things  only — the  spinning  apparatus  being 
placed  at  the  head  instead  of  the  tail ;  and  th,e  method 
of  arranging  the  hooks.    The  excellence  of  these  two 


which  cannot  be  accomplished,  .save  by  the  tackle 
to  be  presently  explained,  in  anything  like  the 
sam3  perfection,  with  the  artificial  minnow  hitherto 
used.*  Look  at  the  artificial  commonly  sold.  In 
many  cases  the  hooks  are  absolutely  tied,  or  in 
some  other  way  fastened  down,  to  the  thing  used  as 
a  bait !  Or  even,  when  left  free,  when  what  is 
called  flying  tackle,  a  set  of  triple  hooks,  hanging 
loo.se,  is  adopted,  a  similar  thing  occurs  ;  for,  in 
drawing  through  the  water,  they  cling  pertinaciously 
to  the  bait.  If  you  do  not  choose  to  take  my  word 
for  this,  just  try  the  difference.  In  real  (that  is, 
natural)  minnow  fishing,  the  objection  I  have  made 


*  This  was  written  about  sixty  years  ago.  Of 
course,  many  artificial  baits  have  been  invented 
since  then,  including  the  two  most  killing  of  all — 
namely,  the  Phantom  and  the  Devon. — R.  B.  M. 


most  cases,  because  the  hooks  hug  the  minnow  so 
lovingly  as  to  allow  the  trout  to  shake  both  bait 
and  hooks  out  of  his  mouth  the  moment  he  has 
seized  them.  And  this  is  a  common  cause  why, 
out  of  twenty  runs,  ten  fish  are  rarely  killed. 

"  With  the  exception  of  Colonel  Hawker's  plan, 
no  other  is  worthy  of  consideration  (Wheatley 
means  as  compared  with  his  own).  But  curve  the 
body  or  tail  in  whatever  way  you  will,  you  cannot 
make  it  revolve  quickly  and  well  if  the  hooks  are 
placed  on  both  sides.  Make  it  spin  by  means  of 
the.  head  instead  of  the  tail,  and  you  may  cover 
both  back,  belly,  and  sides  with  hooks,  leaving  the 
minnow  perfectly  straight ;  and  yet  it  will  spin 
admirably.  Place  the  hooks,  either  in  equal  or 
unequal  proportions,  on  botli  sides,  leaving  the 
spinning  part  behind  them,  and  they  create  such 
I'esistance  in  the  water  aa  to  prevent  the  revolving 
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iutantion  from  being  carried  into  effect.  But, 
when  the  spinning  machinery  is  before  the  hooks, 
the  water  falling  first  on  that  machinery,  drives 
round  both  bait  and  hooks  with  rapidity.  And  now 
for  the  manufacture  and  arrangement  of  these 
baits." 

Manufacture  and  Arrangement  of  Wheatley's 
"  Water-Witch." 

I  have  reproduced  the  two  plates  of  Wheatley's 
Ilustrations  of  his  bait  as  by  their  means  any  angler 
can  make  them  himself  or  get  them  made,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  whatever  they  will  be  foimd  very 
.deadly. 

"  Prepare  a  piece  of  brass,  which  when  finished 
shall  be  of  the  size  and  shape  of  Fig.  1,  Plate  II., 
drilled  with  two  small  holes  near  the  centre  ;  and 
one  hole  more  than  double  the  size  at  each  end. 
Pass  a  piece  of  brass  wire,  doubled,  through  the 
two  small  holes  in  the  centre  (see  Fig.  5,  plate  II.). 
Forrn  the  spinning  apparatus  or  fins  (Fig.  2)  either 
of  thin  tin  or  of  thick,  transparent  horn  (celluloid 
would  answer  very  well.— R.  B.  M.).  To  prepare 
the  horn  for  this  purpose,  soak  it  for  a  few  seconds 
in  hot  water,  cut  it  into  the  required  shape,  and, 
while  in  a  soft  state,  bind  it  by  means  of  round 
pliers  into  the  necessary  form  (see  Fig.  2,  Plate  II.). 
Lay  the  tin  or  the  horn  thus  prepared  between  the 
tAvo  ends  of  wire  projecting  through  the  holes  in 
the  little  drilled  brass  yoke  (see  Fig  6,  Plate  II.). 
By  twisting  the  wire  with  flat  pUers,  the  spinner 
will  be  held  tightly  against  the  drilled  brass  (see 
Fig.  6).  Next  pass  a  piece  of  lead  (Fig.  3),  cast  with 
a  hole  through  it,  over  the  wire,  bringing  it  close 
up  to  the  drilled  brass  head  or  yoke.  Form  it  into 
the  requisite  shape  (Fig.  7).  Cut  a  small  tail  of 
transparent  horn  (which  may  be  thinner  than  the 
wings)  with  a  hole  at  the  narrow  end  (Fig.  4). 
Force  the  wire  through  this  hole,  and,  with  pliers 
and  file,  form  it  into  Fig.  8.  The  lead  need  not 
be  as  long  as  the  minnow,  as  it  is  preferable  to  keep 
the  greatest  weight  at  the  head.  To  make,  there- 
fore, the  shape  of  the  body,  fill  up  the  space  between 
the  head  and  the  tail  with  worsted,  wool,  or  any 
soft  material.  Gutta-percha,  softened  in  hot  water, 
will  answer  the  purpose.  Cover  the  whole  either 
with  gutta-percha  or  white  leather,  paint  and 
varnish,  and  you  will  have  fabricated  Fig.  1  of 
Plate  I.  (in  the  book  this  is  coloured  dark  green 
on  back,  yellow  on  sides,  and  silvery  on  the  belly) 
• — the  perfect  Water-Witch." 

How  to  Prepare  and  Mount  the  Flights  of  Hooks. 

"  Double  a  piece  of  tolerably  thick  gut  and  affix 
two  or  three  triple  hooks  (see  Plate  II.,  Fig.  10). 
Double  another  piece,  something  shorter,  attaching 
only  one  or  two  triple  hooks  (Plate  II.,  Fig.  11). 
Fasten  them  to  the  artificial  bait  (Fig.  1,  Plate  I.) 
by  passing  one  of  the  loops  of  gut,  to  which  the 
hooks  have  been  previously  tied,  through  the  upper 
hole  in  the  little  brass  yoke  (Fig.  1,  Plate  II.).  In 
like  manner,  pass  the  loop  of  the  other  piece  of 
gut  through  the  lower  hole  in  the  brass.  You 
will  now  find  the  two  loops  lie  parallel  to  the  wire 
which  passes  through  the  bait.  Take  a  length  of 
gut  looped  at  both  ends,  and  insinuate  one  end 
through  each  of  the  three  parallel  loops  (the  two 
o£  gut  and  the  one  in  the  centre  of  wire).  Pass 
the  other  loop  of  the  piece  of  gut  through 
the  lo  )p  which  has  just  been  passed  through 
the  other  loops  as  directed.  Draw  tight ;  press 
the  hooks  into  the  position  they  assume  in  Fig.  1, 
Plats  I.,  when  all  will  be  finished  and  secure.  (In 
explaining  this  may  seem  somewhat  complicated  ; 
in  practice,  it  is  scarcely  an  affair  of  half  a  minute 
— -presupposing  you  have  the  flights  and  gut  with 
loop  at  each  end  ready  before.) 

"  /  can  safely  pledge  my  word  (adds  Wheatley) 
that  this  is  without  any  exception  the  most  destructive 
artificial  minnow  ever  presented  to  the  gastronomic 
propsnsities  of  the  trout.  It  may  bs  applied,  with 
equal  efficiency,  to  pike  fishing.  The  killing 
properties  of  the  bait  consist,  chiefly,  in  being  able 
to  arm  it  with  hooks  on  both  sides,  yet  enabling  it 
to  spin  with  the  greatest  velocity,  and  at  the  same 
time,  the  hooks  revolving  at  a  shokt  distance 

FEOM  THE  bait. 

"  The  intention  of  the  little  drilled  brass  head  or 
yoke,  through  which  the  gut  passes,  on  which  the 
hooks  are  tied,  is  for  the  double  purpose  of  keeping 
them  from  adhering  close  to  the  body,  and  to  pre- 
vent, as  much  as  possible,  those  on  one  side  becoming 
entangled  with  those  on  the  other.  That  they  will 
sometimes  entangle  appears  to  me  unavoidable. 


But  this  chiefly  happens  when  the  gut  has  become 
worn,  and  ought  no  longer  to  be  used. 

"  Remember,  it  is  mnst  essential  that  the  hooks 
be  kept  away  feom  the  body  of  the  bait.  When, 
therefore,  the  gut  is  so  far  worn  as  to  make  them 
hang  limp  and  close  to  the  bait,  change  the  flights 
at  once,  if  you  Ayould  continue  to  have  sport ;  for 
which  purpose  bo  always  prepared  with  several  sots 
of  hooks  in  your  case.  Thoy  scarcely  require  more 
time  to  affix,  at  the  water's  side,  tban  to  change  a 
fly. 

"  If  you  abide  strictly  by  the  above  injunctions, 
I  can  fearlessly  affirm  that  you  will  not  only  have 
as  many  rims  as  at  the  real  minnow,  if  not  more — ■ 
for  it  spins  most  attractively — but  you  will  kill  at 
the  very  least  double  the  number  of  fish." 

Wheatley's  "  Water- Witch  "  Tackle  for  Spinning 
the  Natural  Minnow. 

"  I  have  applied  the  same  principle  to  the  tackle 
for  spinning  the  real  minnow,  which  is,  of  course, 
equally  killing  (see  Fig.  5,  Plate  I.).  A  short  piece 
of  brass  wire  will  be  seen  extending  beyond  the 
fine  end  of  the  lead.  Insert  this  in  the  minnow's 
mouth,  drawing  the  head  of  the  minnow  close  7ip 
to  the  brass  head  or  yoke,  and  secm-e  it  by  forcing 
the  single  hook  (see  Fig.  5)  into  the  flesh  of  the 
dead  minnow,  near  the  setting  on  of  the  head. 
The  whole  will  then  be  precisely  the  same  as  in  the 
artificial  representation  (Fig.  1).  The  single  hook 
is  tied  on  to  a  short  piece  of  gut,  and  knotted 
on  to  a  length  to  which  the  traces  are  attached 
(see  Fig.  5,  Plate  I.).  Fig.  2  of  Plate  I.  is  the 
Miller's  Thumb,  treated  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
minnow — I  mean  an  artificial  bait  bearing  some 
resemblance  to  the  fish.  Trout  often  show  a 
great  predilection  for  the  Miller's  Thumb,  or 
Bull-head." 

Figs.  3  and  4,  jn  Plate  I.,  are  other  forms  of 
Wheatley's  artificials,  which  seem  sufficiently 
described  by  the  illustrations.  The  Serpentine  bait 
painted  black  may  be  taken,  Wheatley  says,  for  a 
leech.  A  friend  of  his,  an  excellent  fisherman, 
gave  him  the  hint,  as  he  took  trout  in  a  Welsh 
lake  with  leeches  in  their  gullets.  Wheatley  says 
that  trout  which  have  become  shy  of  an  ordinary 
blue  and  white  or  green  or  brown  and  white  minnow 
will  often  come  boldly  at  one  quite  black — simply 
because  they  are  not  used  to  the  colour.  Ho 
insists  over  and  over  again  on  the  importance, 
if  you  want  to  hook  and  hold  trout  as  well  as  get 
runs,  of  having  the  triangles  on  gut  stiff  enough 
to  stand  clear  from  the  body,  and  his  ingenious 
little  brass  head  or  yoke  greatly  assists  and  enables 
hooks  to  be  changed  very  quickly.  Of  course,  the 
holes  in  the  brass  should  have  the  metal  round  them 
smoothed  down  so  as  not  to  cut  the  gut.  There  is  no 
reason  why  with  celluloid  the  largo  spinning  wings 
should  not  be  transparent  hke  glass.  As  I  said 
before,  any  angler  can  make  these  baits  from  these 
directions,  but  I  hope  some  fishing  tackle  maker 
will  make  them.  I  confess  that  I  have  always  felt 
that  the  hooks  should  lie  close  to  the  bait — one 
triangle  stuck  in  it — but  this  was  because  I  found 
flying  triangles  seemed  to  interfere  with  the  spin  ; 
with  the  large  spinner  at  the  head  as  advocated 
by  Wheatley  this  objection  is  got  over.  He  was  a 
very  clover  and  successful  spinner,  fly-fisher,  and 
user  of  the  artificial  grasshopper. 

Wheatley  and  Metal-Eyed  Hooks  for  Trout  Flies. 

Wheatley  was  the  first  to  advocate  the  use  of 
metal-eyed  hooks  for  small  trout  flies,  as  I  pointed 
out  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  twenty-five  years  ago.  I 
have  one  or  two  of  his  hooks,  and  they  are  every 
bit  as  good  as  any  now  in  use,  in  my  opinion — neat, 
smooth,  small,  slightly  turned  up  eyes. 


Mr.  Spurt's  Priest. 

Mr.  A.  Spurr,  of  104,  Oxford-street,  Werneth, 
Oldham,  Lanca.shire,  writes:  — 

"  I  am  sending  you  one  of  my  new  form 
of  '  Prie.sts.'  You  will  see  that  it  is  a  great 
improvement  on  the  former  ones  I  have  sent 
you.  The  tool  is  much  stronger,  and  has  a 
scale  of  inches  marked  on  it,  and,  as  there  are 
so  many  waters  nowadays  where  the  retainable 
fish  must  be  a  certain  size,  I  think  you  will  agree 
with  me  that  it  is  a  very  useful  article  for  any  angler 
to  carry  with  him — serving,  firstly,  to  make  sure 
whether  the  fish  is  large  enough  to  be  retained  or 
not,  and,  secondly,  to  give  the  fish  the  quietus. 


which  makes  the  process  of  taking  the  hooks  out 
much  easier.  I  might  say  that  I  am  making  them 
in  one  size  only,  which,  I  think,  is  large  enough  for 
all  kinds  of  fishing,  and  am  supplying  them  at  8d., 
post  free." 

It  is  like  a  small  life-preserver,  Cin.  long,  and 
each  inch  marked — only  at  the  end  of  the  first  inch 
Mr.  Spurr  puts  "  2,"  at  the  end  of  the  second  "  3," 
and  so  on.  The  numbers  ought  to  be  at  the  other 
end  of  each  inch-mark.  This  is  a  detail  which  can 
bo  easily  altered.  It  is  a  cheap  and  well-made  and 
useful  little  tool,  and  would  answer  well  for  a  chair- 
man's hammer  at  meetings. 

A  Nice  Basket  on  Lough  Arrow. 

Mr.  J.  D.  Elliott  kindly  sends  me  particulars  of 
the  following  catch,  which  he  weighed  personally  : — 
Fourteen  trout  taken  on  Lough  Aitow  on  Thurs- 
day, June  4,  1908,  by  two  gentlemen  and  boatman 
fishing  from  one  boat,  total  weight,  391b.  ;  weights 
of  each  fish  as  follows  :— ii^lb.,  4.Ub.,  3ilb.,  3^lb., 
31b.,  3lb.,  2ilb.,  2-Hb.,  2ilb.,  2lb.,  2lb.,  l^lb.,  I'lb., 
Ulb. 

Mr.  Elliott  says :  "  Re  the  recent  big  pike,  Mr. 
Manning,  manager.  National  Bank,  Boyle,  could 
give  confirmation  of  weight  of  this  fish." 

What  a  fine  thing  it  would  be  if  our  fish-breeders 
could  get  ova  from  those  grand  Irish  lough  trout. 

Destruction  of  Water-Flies  by  Birds. 

Since  wild  birds  have  been  protected  many  have 
increa.sed  enormously,  and  many  birds  not  protected 
by  the  Act  have  got  the  benefit  of  the  doubt  and 
been  preserved  also,  including  the  sparrow.  The 
country  without  birds  would  have  lost  half  its 
charm  for  mo,  but  there  is  a  power  of  truth  in  the 
old  saw  that  "enough  is  as  good  as  a  feast."  We 
do  not  want  other  life,  including  fish  and  insects, 
exterminated  because  birds  must  live.  A  writer 
on  the  May  Fly  in  the  Times  refers  to  its  destruc- 
tion by  kingfishers  ;  but,  as  a  correspondent  points 
out,  other  birds  do  far  more  damage,  including  all 
the  swallow  tribe.  Instead  of  the  kingfisher  being 
the  "  chiof  destroyer,"  it  must  be,  by  its  scarcity, 
one  of  the  least  destructive.  I  could  show  him 
one  hundred  chaffinches,  for  instance,  against  one 
kingfisher,  and  each  chaffinch  ten  times  more 
destructive.  On  Saturday,  June  13,  there  was  a 
good  rise  of  a  small  OUve  on  the  Lambourn,  and 
the  swifts  killed  every  one  as  it  rose  from  the 
water. 

"The  Meeting  of  the  Ways  "*— When  Britain 
was  under  Rome. 

There  is  a  great  fascination  for  many  peojile  in 
the  numerous  existing  traces  of  the  Roman  occu- 
pation of  Britain  ;  they  add  immensely  to  the 
interest  of  a  ramble  into  almost  any  part  of  the 
country.  One  of  the  districts  where  the  genius  loci 
seems  still  to  be  more  Roman  than  Saxon  or  English 
is  that  of  the  Great  Wall,  stretching  fi'om  Carlisle 
to  Newcastle,  "  the  grandest  monument  of  the 
daring,  the  power,  and  the  determination  of  the 
Romans  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  dominions  of 
our  most  gracious  Sovei-eign,"  as  Dr.  CoUingwood 
Bruce  well  says  in  his  invaluable  "  Handbook  to 
the  Roman  Wall."  Tho  object  of  this  note  is  to 
call  attention  to  a  romance  written  by  Mr.  J.  I). 
Baxter,  and  just  published  by  Messrs.  Greening  and 
Co.,  entitled  "  The  Meeting  of  the  Ways,"  the 
scene  of  which  is  the  Great  Wall  and  other  places 
in  this  country  and  in  Gaul  occupied  by  Rome  in 
A.D.  367.  Few  things  are  more  difficult  than  to 
reanimate  the  deeply -buried  past — to  fill  its  vistas 
again  with  life  and  movement ;  but  it  seems  to  me 
that  in  this  little  book  Mr.  Baxter  has  done  this 
with  almost  perfect  success.  I  remember  no  work 
which  gives  such  an  animated  picture  of  Britain 
under  tho  dominion  of  Rome.  Whether  describing 
Roman  and  Celtic  life,  manners,  thought  and  Avork, 
scenes  of  peace  or  scenes  of  battle^  or  in  presenting 
again  the  natm-al  scenery  and  wild  life  of  the  period, 
Mr.  Baxter  is  equally  successful,  and  it  is  done,  too, 
with  a  style  at  once  graceful  and  vigorous — the 
characters  seem  to  have  been  drawn  from  life. 
A  delightful  companion  for  the  angler  or  rambler 
exploring  the  vallej-s  of  the  Eden  and  Tyne  and 
their  tributaries,  or  for  any  quiet  hour. 

R.  B.  M.\RST0N. 

*  "  The  Meeting  of  the  Ways."  A  Eomance. 
By  J.  D.  Baxter.    London:  Greening  and  Co.,  Ltd. 
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SOUTHEND  KING 
BAGWOEM. 


FrvTE  years  ago,  or  thereabouts,  the  king  ragw  orm 
was  unknown.  A  Southender,  in  getting  worms, 
dug  \ip  one  of  the  king  rags,  and  used  it  success- 
fully as  bait.  After  that  it  became  very  gradually 
nsed,  some  people  throwing  it  away,  while  a  few 
used  it.  It  is  now  practically  the  only  bait  used  at 
Southend,  the  smaller  or  ordinaiy  rag  being  little 
used,  and  the  lugworm  but  seldom.  It  has  the 
advantage  of  keeping  well  and  of  being  a  clean  bait ; 
even  when  decomposed  it  hardly  smells  at  all,  and 
does  not  stain  like  the  lugworm,  when  dead.  The 
king  ragworm  is  a  most  beautiful  creature :  the  legs 
(and  it  has  some  hxmdreds — ^I  never  counted  them) 
and  the  tail  end  are  of  a  most  artistic  terra-cotta, 
while  the  back  is  a  fine  dark  olive  green,  thus  showing 
that  Nature  has  observed  the  laws  of  complementary 
colours.  It  is  also  rather  iridescent.  It  has  been 
found  of  the  length  of  4ft.  7in.,  but  an  ordmary  size 
is  about  2ft.  A  very  large  specimen  would  be  about 
lin.  in  diameter  at  the  head  end,  for  it  tapers  off 
towards  the  tail.  It  is  provided  with  a  formidable 
pair  of  nippers,  and  woe  betide  the  careless  handler 
of  a  large  one,  or  even  of  a  small  one,  for  that 
matter.  It  is  cut  into  pieces,  say,  an  inch  long, 
and  as  such  a  piece  is  pro\ided  with  quite  a  dozen 
legs  on  either  side,  it  forms  a  fine  Im-e  for  all  kinds  of 
fish  which  affect  a  moving  bait,  as  these  legs  are 
continually  in  play.  By  the  way,  tliis  worm  will 
swim  at  its  breeding  season.    Even  when  dead  and 


wet  from  their  exuviations,  change  it,  and  put  them 
in  a  fresh,  dry  piece.  Some  loait-diggers  still  put  them 
in  wet  sand,  a  great  mistake,  as  in  no  time  they  die 
and  become  all  sloppy  and  pulpy. 

Whether  these  worms  exist  in  other  places  is  hard 
to  say,  because  in  no  place  does  the  tide  go  out  so  far 
as  Southend,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  farther  out 
one  digs  the  larger  the  worm,  as  the  deeper  the  water 
the  larger  the  fish — instance  the  small  codling  and 
bream  caught  off  piers  as  against  the  deep-sea  cod 
and  bream  taken  far  from  the  shore.  It  is  a  deadly 
bait  for  all  kinds  of  fish,  and  a  Uttle  bit  of  the  tail 
wiU  attract  that  gentlemanlike  fish,  the  grey  mullet, 
while  for  bass  and  pollack  the  ever-moving  legs  arc 
a  great  attraction,  and  codling  prefer  it  to  mussel, 
and  that  is  saying  a  good  deal !  It  is  a  ciuious  fact 
that  this  king  ragworm  is  only  found  in  a  very 
restricted  area — namely,  from  just  before  Leigh  (at 
Leigh  not  at  all)  and  along  the  coast  to  Halfway 
House  between  Southend  and  Shoeburyness,  in  all 
about  five  miles,  while  on  the  opposite  coast  it  is  not 
found  at  all.  R.  W.  Vernon. 


SALMON  ANGLING  IN  SALT 
WATEE. 

If  this  subject  is  to  be  limited  to  angling  for 
Salmo  salar  in  the  open  sea  per  se,  then  it  does  not 
exist  as  a  general  practice,  although  there  are  one 
or  two  favoured  spots  where,  regularly,  every 
season  a  good  few  salmon  are  killed  while  angling 
for  sea-trout — not  whitling  or  finnock. 


decomposed  this  worm  seems  to  be  a  great  favourita 
with  the  fish.  Mr.  "  Jack  "  Adams,  of  the  firm  of 
bait-.sellers,  Adams  and  Tale  (his  brother-in-law),  of 
6,  Prittlewell  Path,  Southend  (a  firm  which  I  lately 
recommended  as  being  m^st  reliable,  and  who  send 
bait  to  all  parts  of  England  or  anyone  writing  to 
them,  and  who  are  respected  by  all  Southend  anglers), 
is,  besides  being  a  very  good  fisherman  himself,  a 
regular  savant  concerning  all  that  is  to  be  known  of 
the  king  ragworm.  He  has  given  mo  a  lot  of  parti- 
culars about  this  worm.  It  is  dug  up  some  way  from 
the  shore  when  the  tide  goes  out,  as  it  does  only  at 
Southend,  that  is,  for  a  mile.  In  winter  the  king  rag 
is  found  much  deeper  down  than  in  summer,  and  is 
warm  to  the  touch  as  it  is  taken  out  of  its  dry  hole. 
In  wdnter  it  should  be  protected  from  cold,  just  as  in 
summer  it  should  be  protected  from  heat.  Air  also 
will  kill  it,  and  he  tells  me  that  when  he  takes  these 
worms  to  his  own  house  they  have  lost  their  beauti- 
ful brilliancy  of  colour,  but  on  being  placed  in  a 
dark  place,  and  air  and  light  excluded  a?  much  as 
possible,  they  regain  it,  and  the  next  day  are  as  hvely 
and  brilhant  as  when  they  came  out  of  their  sand 
burrows.  He  has  tned  every  imaginable  way  to  keep 
them,  and  at  last  ha?  found  that  kept  in  a  piece  of 
old  sacking,  with  as  much  room  to  move  round  in  as 
possible,  they  last  longest.  In  fact,  keep  them  as  dry 
and  airtight  as  possible,  only  putting  with  them  a 
little  green  weed.   As  soon  as  the  sacking  becomes 


In  the  estuary  of  the  Ythan,  which  is  about  three 
miles  long,  not  a  season  passes  but  several  salmon 
and  grilse  are  killed  by  anglers  from  the  bank 
searching  for  sea-trout.  A  vast  amount  of  trolling 
goes  on,  but  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  grilse 
ever  being  got  in  this  way,  although  sometimes 
trout  up  to  21b.  are  got,  but  when  a  salmon  or 
grilse  is  killed  it  is  invariably  from  the  bank.  Some 
fifteen  years  ago,  whilst  spending  a  vacation  at 
Newburgh  on  the  Ythan  estuary,  to  study  this 
subject  on  the  spot,  I  met  an  old  English  clergyman 
who  made  it  a  regular  practice  when  fish  (sahnon 
and  grilse)  were  running  to  rig  up  his  16ft.  green- 
heart  and  with  a  Silver  Doctor  of  IJin.  long  to 
whip  the  estuary  at  certain  points  for  salmon  or 
grilse  ;  and  one  afternoon,  while  I  was  with  him, 
he  hooked,  ran,  and  landed  (I  did  the  landing  with 
his  net)  a  lovely  grilse  of  4^lb.  His  cast  was  a  large 
fly  of  the  Silver  Doctor  order  on  the  point,  and  two 
or  three  smaller  sea-trout  flies  of  the  ordinary  kind 
as  droppers.  Only  last  autumn  an  angler  on  these 
parts  landed  a  beautiful  grilse  to  the  fly,  scaling 
41b.  or  51b.,  which  I  duly  reported  at  the  time. 
About  half  a  dozen  are  got  in  the  season. 

On  the  estuary  of  the  Dee  a  good  few  are  killed 
after  the  nets  come  off  in  August,  and  just  now 
sea-trout  up  to  2lb.  are  being  got  freely  at  the  har- 
bour mouth  right  into  the  North  Sea  by  anglers 
of  the  working-class  order,  who  know  the  lie  of  the 


land  and  the  workings  of  the  tides.  I  spent 
Thursday  last  (May  28)  with  my  grilse  rod  there, 
but  only  got  one  good  trout  and  lost  several  others 
in  the  surf  bringing  them  ashore.  There  is  no 
allowance  to  fish  for  salmon,  but  as  a  rule  they  Aq 
not  lie  back  there  lilie  the  trout ;  but  I  have  no 
doubt  I  could  get  them  off  the  rocks  in  the  Bay  of 
Nigg  on  the  Fishery  Board's  ground  with  a  spinner, 
if  the  right  of  killing  them  could  be  easily  obtained. 
As  a  rule,  running  salmon  do  not  take  the  fly,  but 
a  salmon  must  live,  and  a  well-spun  sand-eel  is  the 
thing  to  bring  him  to  grass  with,  or  a  silvery  gud- 
geon. On  the  Doe  tidals  Mr.  Charlie  Souter,  a 
famous  angler,  has  several  salmon  every  season, 
and  mostly  to  the  fly,  while  Mr.  John  Cbwe  had  a 
beautiful  salmon  of  6^1b.  immediately  above  the 
Old  Bridge  of  Deo  some  two  weeks  ago,  but  to  the 
worm. 

The  mouths  of  the  Dovoron,  Lossie,  Spcy,  and 
Bcauly  all  yield  now  and  again  a  salmon,  and  one 
or  two  grilse,  while  in  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland,  in 
the  estuary  of  the  Shin,  it  is  the  regular  practice 
for  anglers  to  fish  in  the  expectation  of  getting  a 
rise  out  of  the  numerous  salar  that  are  on  the  r\jn, 
and,  as  a  consequence, grjlso  flies  of  the  Silver  and 
Blue,  Silver  and  Cinnamon,  and  such  like,  along 
with  the  sand-eel,  both  natural  and  artificial,  ai'o 
the  lures  employed.  No  doubt  more  could  be  done 
if  the  art  were  more  studied,  but  the  shifty  tides 
and  precarious  weat.ier  conditions  greatly  impede 
the  best  resources.  G.  M. 


THE  THAMES  AND  ITS  TEOUT. 


In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  June  6,  the  Editor, 
commenting  upon  John  Bickerdyke's  expression  in 
the  Duily  Telegraph  regarding  the  capture  of  three 
good  Thardes  trout  in  one  week,  says:  "What 
struck  me  as  curious  was  that  Jolm  Bickerdyke 
should  refer  to  the  capture  in  a  week  or  ten  d^ys 
in  the  Thames  of  three  trout  of  51b.  or  so  as  '  really 
excellent  sport.'  If  the  limit  of  size  below  whicn 
Thames  trout  must  not  be  taken  were  reduced  to, 
say,  13in.,  or  to  what  it  is  on  any  other  trout 
water  in  the  United  Kingdom,  including  Blagdon 
Lake,  then  the  Thames  would  in  a  year  or  two 
become  one  of  the  best  trout  rivers  in  the  kingdom, 
because  it  would  pay  to  stock  it  adequately." 

I  am  sure  that  every  angler  who  is  sufficiently 
acquainted  with  the  River  Thames  and  its  fishing 
must  agree  with  the  statement  of  Mr.  Marston. 
There  is  no  doubt  whatever  but  that  the  Thames 
is  suitable  in  every  respect  for  the  natural  breeding 
of  trout,  and,  provided  that  Nature  was  adequately 
supported  by  periodical  restocking,  there  is  no 
reason  why  in  a  few  years'  time  that  grand  river 
should  not  provide  the  very  best  trout-fishing  in 
England.  There  are  suitable  spawning  grounds 
along  its  tributaries  and  backwaters.  Natural  food, 
minnows,  bleak,  insect  life,  and  crustaceans  are 
there  in  any  quantity;  the  water  is  sufficiently  pure 
above  the  tidal,  and  the  stream,  with  its  numerous 
weirs,  go  to  make  the  Thames  an  ideal  trout 
water.  At  the  last  revision  of  the  Thames  Fishery 
Bye -Laws  the  length  of  trout  was  increased,  I 
think,  from  14in.  to  16in.  For  the  class  of  trout 
that  are  chiefly  angled  for  in  the  Thames,  5-pounders 
and  upwards,  of  course  16in.  is  small  enough,  but 
if  the  river  was  to  be  thoroughly  stocked  with  free- 
rising  fish  then  a  shorter  measure  would  be  neces- 
sary for  fly-fishing.  However,  the  main  point  is  to 
get  the  river  adequately  stocked  with  proper  strains 
of  trout;  the  takeable  size  could  be  an  afterthought. 
All  that  is  required  is  money,  and  that  money 
judiciously  expended.  At  the  first  meeting  to  form 
the  Thames  Salmon  Association,  held  at  the  Mansion 
House,  I  remember  Mr.  Marston  suggested  that 
such  an  association,  if  formed,  should  devote 
part  of  its  attention  and  funds  to  stocking  the 
Thames  with  trout,  as  salmon  was  an  experiment, 
but  trout  we  all  know  would  do  well  and  propagate. 
It  would  be  interesting  to  know  the  actual  amount 
of  money  which  that  association  expended  on  its 
salmon  restocking  experiments,  which  have  turned 
out  such  a  complete  failure.  I  have  no  doubt  but 
that  the  total  sum  was  a  heavy  one,  and  an  amount 
had  it  been  expended  in  the  purchase  of  two-year- 
old  trout  would  have  done  wonders.  When  the 
salmon  restocking  was  first  mooted,  coarse  fish 
anglers  were  fairly  "  up  in  arms,"  and  imagined  that 
if  the  experiment  proved  successful  it  was  all  over 
with  their  sport  in  the  Thames,  as  the  riparian 
owners  would  rigidly  preserve  their  portions  of  the 
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river.  Should  a  combined  and  thoroughly  practical 
movement  be  set  on  foot  for  stocking  with  trout, 
possibly  these  fears  will  be  revived.  In  this  con- 
nection, I  wish  to  allay  their  fears  by  pointing  out 
a  few  facts  which  greatly  tend  to  show  them  to  be 
groundless.  The  riparian  owners  on  the  Thames — 
luckily  there  are  not-  many  who  can  substantiate  a 
sound  claim  to  right  of  fishery — almost  without 
exception  encourage  the  free  use  of  the  river  for 
fishing  and  boating,  as  proved  by  their  non-inter- 
ference with  the  angler,  unless  he  makes  himself 
objectionable,  the  patronage  they  extend  to  regattas 
-in  all  parts  of  the  river,  and  the  pecuniary  and 
moral  support  they  accord  to  the  numerous  rowing 
clubs.  The  angler,  so  long  as  he  conducts  himself 
as  a  man  and  a  gentleman  on  the  river,  has  nothing 
to  fear  from  the  riparian  owners.  Mr.  Mackenzie 
and  Mr.  W.  H.  Smith,  the  riparian  owners  at  Henley, 
are  patrons  of  the  Henley-on-Thames  Preservation 
Society,  and  allow  the  angler  free  fishing  in  waters 
which  they  have  the  power  to  close  for  public 
fishing.  Very  many  years  ago  Mr.  Blount,  of 
Mapledurham,  took  action,  and  won,  against 
Mr.  Layard  for  fishing  in  his  part  of  the  river, 
and  Mrs.  Annie  Smith  beat  Ned  Andrews,  the 
Maidenhead  fisherman,  for  fishing  in  front  of  her 
lawn  in  Bray  reach,  and  there  has  been  a  case 
since  which  went  against  the  angler.  These  cases 
would  never  have  been  brought  into  court  but  for 
the  defendants  demanding  and  persisting  in  their 
right  of  fishing,  as  a  public  right,  from  the  so-called 
"  time  immemorial."  The  riparian  owners  in  every 
case  were  forced  to  take  action  for  their  own 
protection.  There  is  a  very  simple  rule  in  law 
regarding  fishery  rights,  and  that  is  that  the  public, 
as  a  public,  have  no  rights  whatever  of  fishing  in 
even  tidal  navigable  rivers  above  the  point  where 
the  tide  flows,  and  in  the  tidal  portions  they  are 
allowed  to  fish  merely  by  the  grace  of  the  Crown. 
The  Thames  has  become  of  late  years  a  great 
"  London  playground,"  as  it  were,  and  should  the 
public  privilege  as  now  enjoyed  be  seriously 
threatened,  the  people  would  imperatively  demand 
that  the  Government  buy  up  the  few  tangible 
riparian  owners'  fishery  rights.  It  does,  indeed, 
seem  very  lax  of  the  trout  anglers  not  to  have 
bsstirred  themselves  long  ere  this  on  behalf  of 
thoroughly  restocking  the  grand  old  river  with 
trout.  There  must  be  no  half  measures,  and  no 
expjnsive  experiments.  Thousands  of  pounds 
might  easily  be  expended  on  trout  hatcheries,  and 
their  working  expenses,  only  to  turn  out  very 
possibly  unsatisfactory,  if  not  actually  a  great 
waste  of  money.  By  all  means  buy  the  fish,  two- 
year-olds  for  choice,  from  the  many  trout-breeding 
establishments,  see  that  the  right  strains  only  are 
purchased,  and  have  a  guarantee  of  safe  and  sound 
delivery  and  perfect  healthfulness  of  the  fish. 
There  is,  evidently,  a  satisfactory  stock  of  the 
original  strain  of  big  fish  in  the  river,  which  are 
supposed  to  have  originally  found  their  way  into 
the  Thames  from  the  Wyck  stream  at  Bourne  End. 
Then,  let  the  restocking  be  done  with  good,  fast- 
growing  strains  of  Salmo  fario,  the  original  product 
of  various  waters,  say,  EngUsh,  Irish,  Scotch  and 
Welsh.  In  conclusion,  I  only  hope  that  these  notes 
and  remarks  will  be  the  means  of  thoroughly  rousing 
anglers,  fly -fishers,  and  would-be  fly -fishers,  to  the 
importance  of  at  once  setting  on  foot  a  great  and 
far-reaching  scheme  whereby  the  magnificent  River 
Thames  will  be  assured  of  a  thorough  and  periodical 
restocking  with  trout.  The  several  preservation 
societies  have  done,  and  do,  all  they  possibly  can  in 
restocking,  but  the  funds  at  their  disposal  are  not 
capable  of  the  great  work  required.         J.  G.  D. 


PIKE-FISHING  IN  THE  TEVIOT. 


Few  people,  I  think,  realise  that  excellent  pike- 
fishing  can  be  had  on  many  of  the  Border  trout 
streams,  especially  on  the  Till  and  Teviot,  both 
tributaries  of  the  Tweed;  and  in  nearly  every 
case  the  ovmers  of  the  water,  where  such  is  pre- 
served, are  glad  to  grant  permission  to  fish  for 
pike,  as  they  play  sad  havoc  with  the  young  trout 
and  grayling. 

Pike,  often  due  to  their  feeding  on  salmon 
smolts,  are  in  fair  condition  in  Scotland  by  the 
middle  of  May,  and  anyone  who  has  never  killed  a 
goodly  pike  on  a  swift  stream  on  the  Borderland 
has  a  treat  in  store,  as  they  fight  magnificently, 
and  even  a  ten-pounder  will  take  the  reel  out  two 
or  three  times  before  coming  to  the  gaff. 

A  day  or  so  before  I  went  north  I  wrote  to  a 


friend  who  is  a  keen  fisher  asking  him  if  he  would 
salt  me  a  few  dozen  small  trout  about  five  inches 
long,  as  I  always  find  these  the  best  bait  it  is 
possible  to  procure  ;  although  I  have  caught  a  fair 
number  of  small  fish  from  three  pounds  to  eight 
pounds  on  artificial  baits — i>rincipally  phantoms 
and  spoons.  Having  received  the  requisite  per- 
mission, Saturday,  May  9,  saw  me  upon  the 
bank  of  the  Teviot,  at  a  place  where  the  water 
runs  rather  deeply  for  some  200  yards  before  it 
breaks  over  a  mill-dam.  In  places  some  old 
beeches  overhang  the  river,  and  at  the  deepest 
place  an  old  willow  stump  juts  out  into  the 
stream.  The  water  was  in  good  order,  just 
clearing  after  the  recent  rains,  and  as  I  sent  the 
spinner  across  the  river  I  felt  all  the  fisherman's 
enthusiasm  on  commencing  a  day's  fishing,  with 
the  possibility  of  a  record  fish. 

I  had  covered  a  hundred  yards  or  so  of  water 
and  moved  nothing,  when  on  dropping  the  bait 
just  clear  of  where  the  lower  branches  of  an  old 
beech  swept  the  water,  there  was  a  sharp  pull  on 
the  line,  the  rod  was  raised,  and  I  was  fast  in  the 
first  fish.  Immediately  on  feeling  the  hooks  he 
made  in  straight  for  the  bank,  and  it  was  with  the 
greatest  difiiculty  I  could  keep  a  tight  line ;  but 
after  someifive  minutes  I  had  him  on  the  top  of  the 
water,  and  after  having  missed  once  I  got  the  gaff 
fairly  home,  and  a  nice  fish  of  exactly  ten  pounds 
lay  on  the  grass.  I  caught  one  more  on  this  day, 
a  small  fish  of  three  pounds,  and  lost  another. 

On  the  following  Monday  I  had  a  day's  trout 
fishing  but  did  very  little. 

On  Tuesday  I  determined  to  again  try  the  pike, 
and  accompanied  by  a  friend,  who  is  an  excellent 
hand  with  the  gaflf  (not  at  all  an  easy  accomplish- 
ment, by  the  way),  we  bent  our  steps  to  the  same 
place  that  I  had  grassed  the  ten-pounder  two  days 
before.  By  this  time  the  water  was  quite  clear  ;  a 
nice  breeze  was  blowing,  and  there  was  an  occa- 
sional glint  of  sunshine.  We  started  fishing  about 
eleven,  and  at  the  second  cast  hooked  a  small  fish 
-of  three  pounds,  and  only  moved  one  more  fish  by 
two  o'clock.  This  fish,  which  must  have  weighed 
about  eight  pounds,  followed  the  bait  close  in  to 
the  bank  three  times,  but  made  no  attempt  to 
seize  it.  It  was  a  strange-looking  fish  with  a 
large  white  patch  on  its  nose,  which  I  fancy  must 
have  been  fungus ;  but  more  of  this  fish  later  on. 

We  sat  down  for  limch  at  two  o'clock,  having 
fished  right  down  to  the  dam.  On  resuming  work 
I  started  at  the  same  place  I  had  secured  my  first 
fish,  and  at  the  second  cast,  almost  in  the  centre 
of  the  river,  I  felt  a  sudden  tightening  of  the  line, 
and  I  settled  the  hooks  into  what  I  felt  was  a 
good  fish.  Like  his  predecessor  he  made  at  once 
for  the  bank,  but  rather  higher  up  than  I  was 
standing.  My  friend  saw  the  fish  as  it  passed  close 
in  shore,  and  called  out  that  it  was  a  heavy 
pike.  No  sooner  did  he  see  the  gaff  than  he 
turned,  making  the  water  boil  as  he  did  so, 
and  rushed  right  across  the  stream  keeping  close 
to  the  bottom  ;  when  three-parts  across  he  turned 
and  made  straight  to  where  I  was,  and  I  had  a 
good  view  as  he  passed  close  under  the  bank. 
Three  times  he  did  almost  identically  the  same 
thing,  and  then  the  steady  strain  began  to  tell, 
and  he  slowly  came  towards  the  top,  and  lay 
shaking  his  head  about.  My  friend  crept  up 
with  the  gaff  to  give  him  the  coup  de  grace, 
but  he  was  not  beaten  yet,  and  made  one 
rnore  rush  before  the  steel  went  finally  into 
him,  and  a  fine  fish  of  nineteen  pounds  lay 
gasping  on  the  bank.  This  fish  measured  three 
feet  six  inches  in  length,  and  six  inches  across  the 
back.  He  was  hardly  in  the  pink  of  condition,  or 
would,  I  think,  have  weighed  some  three  or  fom- 
pounds  hea^aer. 

On  the  following  day  I  killed  two  more  fish 
of  nine  pounds  each,  and  lost  another  about 
the  same  weight.  Strangely  enough  the  first 
of  these  fish  owed  his  capture  to  the  white- 
nosed  pike  I  had  seen  on  the  preceding  day. 
We  were  crossing  a  small  bridge  that  spans 
the  river,  just  above  where  we  had  moved  him 
before,  when,,  on  looking  down,  we  saw  him  lying 
close  into  the  bank,  almost  under  where  we  were 
standing,  and  near  the  piles  of  the  bridge.  I 
quickly  got  down  to  the  bank,  and  sent  the 
spinning  bait  over  him,  but  he  took  not  the 
slightest  notice ;  but  at  the  third  cast  another 
pike,  which  must  have  been  lying  closer  in  to 
the  piles,  seized  the  bait  and  dashed  off.  When 
this  fish  came  closer  we  noticed  that  "  Old 
White  Nose,"  as  my  friend  had  christened  the 


fungoused  fish,  was  following]  him,  keeping  always 
about  a  foot  behind,  and  this  he  continued  to 
do  until  the  hooked  fish  was  finally  gaffed,  coming 
so  close  to  the  bank  that  my  friend  tried  to  get  the 
gafif  into  him,  and  very  nearly  succeeded.  We  specu- 
lated as  to  what  "  Old  White  Nose's  "  object  was  in 
following  his  brother,  whether  it  was  merely 
curiosity,  to  find  out  why  he  was  behaving  so 
strangely,  or  whether  he  was  going  to  attack  him 
when  he  got  sufficiently  weak  not  to  be  able 
to  resist. 

Altogether  I  killed  six  fish  in  the  three  days' 
fishing,  weighing  5.31b.  J.  W.  B. 


THAT  BEND  IN  THE  BACKWATEK. 


What  a  peculiar  fascination  has  that  bend  in 
the  old  backwater  for  me.  My  feelings  towards  it 
from  the  earliest  days  of  boyhood  have  been  those 
of  reverence  and  love,  and  although  many  miles 
divide  us  now,  yet  in  fancy  I  can  picture  the  dear 
old  spot  almost  as  plainly  as  if  I  were  once  more 
walking  by  its  familiar  banks.  And  what  a  quiet 
spot  it  is,  "  far  from  the  madding  crowd,"  where 
one  can  revel  in  the  delights  of  Nature  to  his 
heart's  content,  his  meditations  seldom  disturbed 
by  the  company  of  any  other  human  being. 

Here  it  was  that  in  my  schoolboy  holidays  of 
long  ago  many  happy  days  were  spent  in  collecting 
birds'  eggs,  butterflies,  and  acquiring  knowledge  in 
the  gentle  art  of  angling. 

The  birds'  eggs  I  have  still  in  my  possession  as 
mementoes  of  those  halcyon  days,  and  what  a 
varied  collection  they  are,  comprising  amongst 
others,  taken  within  a  few  yards  of  the  bend, 
those  of  the  nightingale,  wood-warbler,  corncrake, 
reed  bimting,  common  bunting,  yellow-hammer, 
greater  and  lesser  whitethroat,  pied  and  grey  wag- 
tail, moorhen,  garden  warbler,  meadow  pipit,  sky- 
lark, reed  sparrow,  reed  warbler,  and  the  willow  trees 
which  line  the  banks  of  the  backwater  yielded  eggs  of 
the  wryneck,  gold-crested  wren,  goldfinch,  coletit, 
bluetit,  starling,  and  others,  whilst  from  the  huge 
fir  trees  in  the  spinney  close  by  many  a  tough 
climb  has  been  rewarded  with  a  clutch  of  kestrel 
or  sparrow-hawk's  eggs,  and  not  infrequently  those 
of  the  ring-dove,  turtle-dove,  or  crow  has  been  the 
prize.  Collecting  birds'  eggs  is  now,  and  perhaps 
wisely,  forbidden  by  law,  but  still  the  recollection 
of  those  happy  days  reminds  me  how  prolific  bird 
lite  was,  and,  in  fact,  is  now,  close  by  the  bend  in 
that  dear  old  backwater.  In  the  winter  time,  too, 
many  birds  besides  those  alluded  to  above  fi-equent 
it,  amongst  which  may  be  mentioned  the  snipe, 
jack-snipe,  plover,  heron,  curlew,  sand-piper,  coot, 
teal,  widgeon,  wild  duck,  kingfisher,  gi-ebe,  and 
many  others,  whilst  not  long  since,  from  the  dank 
weeds  of  the  marshy  ground  close  by,  a  beautiful 
specimen  of  that  now  almost  exiinct  bird,  the 
bittern,  was  flushed  and  shot. 

Wild  flowers,  too,  of  many  kinds  luxuriate  on 
the  sm-face  or  by  the  banks  of  the  backwater, 
huge  patches  of  forget-me-nots,  white  and  yellow 
water-lilies,  reed  with  their  long  flowers,  and  wavy 
bulrushes  all  add  to  the  beauty  of  the  place,  and 
with  so  many  attractions  small  wonder  is  there 
that  one  should  care  to  write  of  and  cherish  the 
memory  of  such  a  beloved  spot. 

The  angling  critic  (who,  alas  for  himself,  perhaps 
delights  only  in  fishing)  may  possibly  remark, 
"  What  has  all  this  to  do  with  angling  ?  What  is 
there  to  interest  the  readers  of  the  Fishin/j  Gazftfe 
in  birds'  eggs,  butterflies,  and  flowers  ?  "  To  such 
I  would  reply  that  just  as  "  Trifles  make  the  sum 
of  life,"  so  also  should  delight  in  birds,  butterflies, 
flowers,  and  every  other  of  Natm-e's  handiwork 
help  to  make  up  the  sum  of  the  true  angler's  life. 
If  it  were  not  so,  there  would,  indeed,  truly  be 
very  little  in  "  Angling  but  dangling  a  line  at  the 
end  of  a  pole  .  .  ." 

There  is  probably  in  the  heart  of  every  angler  a 
tender  feeling  for  the  spot  where  he  made  his  first 
attempt  at  angling.  Probably  since  then  he  may 
have  visited  many  famous  rivers  in  this  and  perhaps 
far  countries,  meeting,  perchance,  with  better  sport, 
and  gained  much  knowledge,  but  at  times,  I  doubt 
not,  memory  carries  him  back  through  the  distant 
years  to  the  scene  of  his  first  trial.  This,  at  all 
events,  is  the  case  with  me,  and  I  may  perhaps, 
therefore,  be  excused  for  writing  of  this  bend  in  the" 
backwater  in  such  glowing  terms,  for  here  it  was 
that,  having  become  the  proud  possessor  of  an 
angling  outfit,  I  first  essayed  the  capture  of  some 
of  the  fish  I  knew  abounded  within  its  quiet  depths. 
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and  the  success  I  met  with  increased  my  boyish 
happiness,  and  made  me  from  that  time  an  ardent 
disciple  of  Walton.  Pleasant,  indeed,  is  it  when 
one  is  far  from  "his  favourite  stream  to  call  to 
memory  at  times  the  happy  days  spent  by  its  side, 
some  of  them  successful,  some  of  them,  although 
perhaps  just  as  happy,  resulting  in  blank. 
_  There  comes  to  my  memory  as  I  write  these 
lines  the  recollection  of  many  grand  days'  sport  in 
that  bend  of  the  backwater  under  notice,  some  of 
them  rendered  all  the  more  enjoyable  because  least 
expected.  On  one  occasion  the  main  river  was  in 
flood  and  thick  as  mud,  water  stood  on  all  the 
meadows,  my  chances  of  sport  were  very  remote — 
this  was  most  disheartening  after  jovumeying  many 
miles  to  visit  the  scenes  of  my  youthful  angling 
days.  Luckily,  I  bethought  me  of  the  old  back- 
water. Would  it  also  be  too  thick  ?  Would  the 
current  in  it  be  running  ten  miles  an  hour  ?  Thick 
I  undoubtedly  found  it,  and  madly  along  rushed 
the  stream.  One  quiet  spot  only  could  I  find,  and 
that  was  in  the  well-known  bend.  If  only  the  water 
was  not  quite  so  thick,  thought  I,  as  I  hastily  put 
my  tackle  together,  and  baiting  with  tail  of  lob 
cast  within  a  few  feet  of  the  bank,  and  anxiously 
awaited  results.  Not  for  long  had  I  to  wait,  and 
soon  my  doubts  as  to  the  water  being  too  thick 
were  to  be  removed,  for  the  pelican  float  was 
sucked  under  in  less  than  a  minute.  "  Only  a 
weed,"  I  mutter,  raising  the  rod,  nevertheless,  at 
once  on  the  ofTchance  of  its  being  a  fish.  A  fish 
to  my  great  delight  I  found  it  to  be,  the  bending 
rod  and  the  music  of  the  reel  proving,  moreover, 
that  it  was  a  good  one.  Straight  for  the  rushing 
current  it  went,  nor  dare  I  check  its  mad  career 
thus  early  in  the  battle,  fearful  though  I  was  that 
the  fish  ^voxllA  foul  the  floating  debris.  Luck, 
however,  was  on  my  side,  for  suddenly  it  turned 
and  made  for  the  quiet  water,  and  here,  after 
bravely  struggling  for  a  moment  or  two  longer, 
suflered  himself  to  be  coaxed  to  the  landing- 
net,  and  then  for  the  first  time  I  was 
able  to  identify  my  quarry,  which  proved  to 
be  a  splendid  rudd  of  more'  than  21b.  in  weight. 
I  am  glad  to  say  he  was  the  forerunner  of  many 
other  specimens  of  the  same  species,  for  although 
the  water  was  of  the  colour  and  consistency 
of  pea-soup,  yet  madly  fed  the  rudd  for  some 
time,  the  sjjort  being  occasionally  varied  by 
the  caj)ture  of  a  large  roach,  and  once  the 
lobworm  was  responsible  for  the  destruction  of 
a  loggerheaded  chub  of  nearly  41b.  weight,  and 
so  the  sport  went  on  for  several  hours,  until  dark- 
ness was  gathering  around,  and  the  scream  of  the 
o^vl,  as  he  slowly  pursued  his  course  along  the 
backwater,  reminded  me  that  it  was  time  to  quit 
the  spot  which  had  furnished  me  with  so  much 
enjoyment  on  that  eventful  day,  and  the  recollec- 
tion of  which  even  in  this  far-off  time  affords  me 
the  keenest  i^leasure.  C.  A.  B. 


A  LITTLE-KNOWN  SEASIDE 
EESOKT  EOE  GOOD  SEA-FISHING. 


will,  of  course,  bring  their  own  tackle,  but  they  can 
always  rely  on  the  boatman  for  a  good  supply  of 
bait  jf  they  arrange  things  beforehand.  The  "bait 
used  is  chiefly  lugworm.  Tlie  fish  to  be  caught  are 
plaice,  white  fluke,  and  sandscar  (tho  latter  a  local 
name  for  a  rough-backed  variety  of  flatfish,  almost 
equal  to  a  sole  in  flavour),  codUng,  skate,  eels,  bass, 
mackerel  (at  times),  and  a  little  fish  locally  knowTi 
as  "  bluftin  "  (?  young  pollack  or  coaltish).  I  once 
had  quite  good  sport  with  the  latter  with  "  floating 
May  Fly."  Dogfish  occasionally  put  in  an  appear- 
ance, and  about  July  it  might  pay  to  try  the  bank 
at  the  end  of  Foula  Island  for  sea-trout.  I  have 
often  seen  them  there,  but  have  never  had  suitable 
tackle  for  trying  for  them.  A  good  deal  of  the 
fishing-groimd  being  sheltered  by  Wahiey  Island, 
rough  weather  does  not  necessarily  stop  the  fishing. 
Fish  are  generally  plentiful,  a  bag  of  200  flukes  and 
codling  being  nothing  uncommon.  Fishing  is  usually 
carried  on  by  means  of  hand-hnes,  but  the  boatmen 
are  fast  learning  the  advantages  of  fine  tackle. 

There  is  a  tackle  used  in  this  district  which  is  very 
good  for  flatfish,  but  as  it  carries  from  six  to  twelve 
hooks  it  needs  a  lot  of  bait,  and  is  not  favoured  by 
the  boatmen  when  taking  out  visitors.  It  consists 
of  a  fine  trace  from  six  to  twelve  yards  long  ;  from 
this  hooks  are  suspended  on  short  lengths  of  gut 
about  every  yard.  This  trace  is  made  fast  to  an 
ordinary  cotton  reel,  and  the  latter  is  threaded  on 
the  main  line,  so  that  it  plays  between  the  lead  and 
a  button  which  is  fixed  about  a  foot  above  the  lead, 
and  prevents  the  reel  from  gettng  any  higher  up 
the  line.  As  a  consequence,  the  reel  plays  on  the  main 
hne,  and  the  trace  streams  out  with  the  tide  at  just 
the  right  height  to  keep  all  the  baits  near  the 
bottom.  From  experience  I  can  say  that  this  tackle 
is  very  successful  in  filling  the  bag. 

To  the  naturalist  the  close  proximity  of  a  great 
gullory  on  the  south  end  of  Walney  Island  will  sug- 
gest much  of  interest  in  the  biid  line.  Besides  the 
gulls,  there  are  three  or  four  varieties  of  torns, 
oyst«r-catchers,  shellducks,  little  ringed  plovers,  and 
a  few  rarer  birds  all  nesting  there.  Then  there  is 
Piel  C!a.stle.  or  "  Pile  of  Fouldrey,"  a  fine  old  ruined 
.stronghold  situate  on  Piel  Island,  which  is  well  worth 
a  visit.  In  the  immediate  neighbourhood  are  also 
the  far-famed  ruins  of  Furness  Abbey,  and  the  busy 
town  of  Barro\^'-in-Furness  with  its  shipyard,  steel- 
works, etc.,  all  of  which  can  be  reached  by  train  in 
a  few  minutes.  Boats  run  every  day  from  Barrow 
to  Fleetwood  for  Blackpool,  etc.,  so  if  fishing  should 
get  monotonous,  a  change  can  easily  and  pleasantly 
be  had.  Then,  again,  on  Roa  Island  is  situate  the 
Marine  Laboratory  of  the  Lancashire  Sea  Fisheries 
Committee,  where  classes  are  held  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  fishermen,  and  where  fish-hatching  and 
tho  study  of  the  various  forms  of  marine  life  are 
carried  out,  much  to  the  benefit  of  our  fisheries 
generally.  I  trust  these  few  rough  notes  may  ba  of 
use  to  someone  seeking  such  a  place  as  I  describe, 
in  which  to  pass  a  pleasant  holiday.  Dalesman. 


SONNET. 


ELEVENTH  INTERNATIONAL  FLY  AND 
BAIT  CASTING  TOURNAMENT,  1908. 

With  the  exception  of  the  many  minor  details 
which  caimot  be  settled  until  almost  the  last  mo- 
ment, the  arrangements  of  the  above  tournament 
arc  practically  completed  ;  the  rules  and  compe- 
titions have  been  finally  revised,  and  a  copy  will 
be  forwarded  to  all  applicants  for  entry  forms. 

It  would  very  materially  assist  the  hon.  secretary 
if  intending  competitors  would  send  in  their  appli- 
cations for  the  necessary  entry  form  as  early  as 
possible  (the  latest  date  is  Saturday,  June  27).  "The 
arrangement  of  the  various  events,  the  order  of 
casting,  and  many  other  details  cannot  be  finally 
settled  until  the  last  entry  has  been  received,  and 
the  whole  of  the  matter  for  the  final  programme 
has  to  be  in  the  printers'  hands  by  ten  o'clock  on 
Monday,  June  29.  Will  intending  competitors 
kindly  give  this  their  consideration  ? 

FLY-CASTING. 
Some  slight"alteration  has  had  to  be  made  in  the 
arrangement  of  the  platform.  It  was  originally 
intended  to  have  this  fixed  in  the  centre  of  the 
swimming  tank,  but  this  has  had  to  be  abandoned 
on  account  of  constructional  difiiculties.  Com- 
petitors will  now  cast  from  a  platform  at  the  end  of 
the  tank,  with  the  water  l8in.  below  them — and  all 
in  front ;  behind  will  be  about  60yds.  of  closely- 
cut  grass  ;  the  direction  of  the  wind  will  determine 
at  which  end  of  the  tank  the  platform  will  be  fixed. 

BAIT-CASTING. 

The  bait-casting  will  take  place  on  the  grass  as 
previously  announced. 

There  is  ample  dressing-room  accommodation 
for  competitors  quite  close  to  the  ground — in 
fact,  within  a  few  yards  of  the  swimming  tank. 

The  entrance  will  be  at  the  W^ood-lane  Gates  ; 
but  further  particulars  as  to  this  will  be  given  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette. 

ADVERTISEMENTS  IN  THE.  OFFICIAL 
PROGRAMME. 

Messrs.  Hudson  and  Kearns  inform  us  that  they 
will  accept  eight  full-page  advertisements  to  appear' 
in  the  Official  Programme  of  the  Tournament — 
one  page  only  to  one  firm.  The  price  is  one 
guinea.  Apphcation  should  be  made  to  Messrs. 
Hudson  and  Kearns,  Ltd.,  Hatfield -street  Works, 
Stamford -street,  S.E.  (Stadium  Programmes  De- 
partment). 

The  Hon.  Secretary's  address  is — Mr.  J.  T. 
Emery,  15,  Atherton-road,  Forest  Gate,  E. 


NATIONAL  COUNCIL  OF  SEA 
ANGLEKS. 


The  summer  meeting  of  the  councjl  was  held 
in  accordance  with  rule  on  Wednesday,  June  17, 
at  the  rooms  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 
Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin,  the  chairman,  occupied  the 
chair,  and  the  meeting  was  well  attended  by  the 
authorised  members  of  the  council  representing 
local  associations. 

The  dates  of  many  competitions,  now  so  increas- 
ingly popular  round  the  coasts  of  the  British  Isles, 
were  fixed,  and  other  important  business  transacted. 
Further  particulars  later.  H.  P. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents, 
55  and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. :  

4294.  Fishing.  F.  O.  Sheekey,  77,  Victoria- 
road,  Torry,  Aberdeen.  Trawl-nets  are  constructed 
so  that  the  portion  that  comes  into  contact  with 
the  sea  bottom  is  of  very  limited  area,  and  are  pro- 
vided with  fly-wings  at  the  sides  which  are  formed 
in  over-lapping  sections,  so  that  solid  obstructions 
can  pass  through  without  breaking  the  net.  The 
ground-rope  is  arranged  at  a  comparatively  short 
distance  from  the  end  of  the  net,  and  the  ends  are  con- 
nected to  the  otter-boards  by  ropes,  from  the  upper 
of  which  are  suspended  the  over-lapping  sections  of 
the  fly-wings.  At  the  middle  and  end  of  each  sec- 
tion, lines  run  from  the  foot-rope  up  to  the  lace- 
rope.  ' 

12088.  Charles  William  Brompton,  18,  South- 
ampton Buildings,  London.  Improvements  in 
otter-boards  for  trawl-nets. 


In  these  days  when  sea-fishing  is  ever  becoming 
a  more  popular  pastime,  it  may  be  of  interest  to 
some  of  the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  to  hear  of 
a  little-frequented  place  where  good  sea-fishing  may 
be  obtained  at  a  moderate  cost,  and  where  the  sur- 
roundings are  of  a  more  than  usually  interesting 
character.    The  place  in  question  is  Piel,  which  is 
situate  at  the  southern  entrance  to  Walney  Channel 
and  a  few  miles  from  the  port  of  Barrow-in-Furness. 
There  is  really  no  such  place  as  Piel,  but  the  name  is 
given  to  a  collection  of  small  islands  laying  between 
Walney  Island  and  the  Mainland.     Roa  Island 
(where  Piel  Station  is  situate)  is  connected  with  the 
Mainland  by  an  embankment,  down  which  the  rail- 
way runs.   Then  there  is  Piel  Island  and  Foula  or 
Foulney  Island.    The  latter  is  not  inhabited,  but 
both  the  former  are,  principally  by  pilots  and 
emploi/es  of  the  Lancashire   Sea  Fisheries  Com- 
mittee.    Rampside,  the  adjoining  village  on  the 
Mainland,  is  rapidly  becoming  a  small  seaside  suburb 
of  Barrow,  with  which  it  is  connected  by  a  .short 
branch  line,  and  so  is  easily  getatable  from  any  part 
of  the  country.  There  are  four  hotels  (small)  avail- 
able for  vistors,  two  at  Rampside,  and  one  each  at 
Roa  and  Piel  Islands.    I  can  thoroughly  recommend 
the  Clark's  Ai-ms  at  Rampside.   Good  boatmen  are 
to  be  found  at  Piel  (notably  George  Porter),  who 
know  all  the  best  grounds  and  will  supply  visitors 
with  all  tackle  and  bait.     Up-to-date  sea-anglers  I 


It  is  not  death,  that  some  time  in  a  sigh 

This  eloquent  breath  shall  take  its  speechless 
flight ; 

That  some  time  the  live  stars,  which  now  reply. 

In  sunlight  to  the  sun,  shall  S3t  in  night ; 

That  this  warm  conscious  flesh  shall  perish  quite. 
And  all  life's  ruddy  springs  forget  to  flow  ; — 

That  verse  shall  cease,  and  the  immortal  spright 
Bo  lapp'd  in  alien  clay,  and  laid  below : — 
It  is  not  death  to  know  this,  but  to  know 

That  pious  thoughts,  which  visit  at  new  graves. 
In  tender  pilgrimage  will  cease  to  go 

So  duly  and  so  oft ;  and  when  grass  waves 
Over  the  past-away,  there  may  be  thm 
No  resurrections  in  the  minds  ot  mer  ! 

'Who  was  "  T."  who  wrote  this  choicely  good 
sonnet,  published  in  the  London  Magazine,  June, 
1823  ?  Since  asking  this  question,  I  find  that  it 
was  Thomas  Hood. — R.  B.  M. 


In  the  course  of  a  letter  to  Mr.  W.  Hugh  Spottis- 
woode,  accepting  a  copy  of  "  Prmters'  Pie "  on 
behalf  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
Sir  Arthur  Bigge  writes  :  "  The  Prince  wishes  every 
success  may  attend  your  very  liberal  efforts  on 
behalf  of  the  excellent  charity  of  the  Printers'  Pen- 
sion, Almshouse,  and  Orphan  Asylum  Corporation, 
towards  which  His  Royal  Highness  has  much 
pleasure  in  sending  you  £10." 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c, 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
followins  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
civen  below 

for  Chelsea.  155  min.  for  Kew. 

,,   Putney.  ArtrlJ'^^   >•    >•  Richmond. 

,,  Hammersmith.  ■^"''jSO  ,,  ,,  Twickeidiam. 
,,    Barues.  (85    „    ,,  Teddington. 

ExAjrpLE.— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge, 
it  will  1)6  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

TIME  OP  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,    June   20    6.  8    6.36 

Sunday,         „      21    7.  5    7.35 

Monday,        „      22    8.  6    8.39 

Tuesday,       „      23    9.13    9.48 

Wednesday,  „      24    10.20    10.51 

Thiu-sday,     „      25    11.22    11.52 

Friday,         „      26    —    0.19 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSEh  REPORTS. 

Thames.  —  General  Remabes.  —  The  coarse 
fishing  season  has  not  opened  very  well  on  the 
Thames.  This  is  probably  accounted  for  by  the 
fact  that  there  is  a  very  heavy  push  of  water  at  the 
weirs,  where  most  angJers  try  the  first  week  or  two 
after  the  opening.  The  colour  of  the  water  is  very 
fair,  but  rather  on  the  coloured  side.  A  good 
number  of  anglers  were  out,  but  those  trying 
for  barbel  and  chub  did  not  meet  with  much  suc- 
cess. Several  roach  were  had,  but  they  can  scarcely 
be  termed  in  condition.  The  prospects  for  the  coming 
week  if  no  heavy  rain  falls  are  very  favour- 
able. I  think  that  the  reaches  above  Weybridge 
would  be  best,  as  much  of  the  colour  from  both  the 
Mole  and  the  Wey  will  thus  be  avoided.  I  hope 
next  week  to  be  able  to  record  the  capture  of  some 
good  chub  and  barbel.  The  temperature  of  the 
water  is  fairly  high,  and  bream  should  feed  well  in 
the  slack  portions  of  the  river,  which  have  gravelly 
or  sandy  bottoms — F.  H.  Awblett. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  liver  is  running  in 
good  order,  but  the  recent  heavy  rains  will  no 
doubt  put  some  colour  in  it,  which  may  be  what  is 
known  as  "buttercup  broth,"  and  generally  put 
the  fish  off  the  feed.  I  can  only  hear  of 
two  small  fish  being  caught  during  the  past 
week,  although  several  anglers  have  been  out. 
One  of  these  fish  was  taken  by  Mr.  E.  J. 
Macqueen,  and  weighed  about  31b.,  the  other 
being  caught  by  Mr.  J.  Eseombe  while  out  with  Mr. 
G.  Arlett.  There  was  not  a  great  slaughter  on 
the  opening  day  of  general  fishing ;  a  few  roach, 
perch,  and  chub  have  however  been  caught.  A 
chub  of  21b.  lO^oz.  and  an  eel  of  about  21b. 
were  caught  by  two  local  anglers  ^  who  went 
fishing  at  three  o'clock  in.  the  morning. 
It  is  not  often  that  the  angler  gets  a  bite  from  a 
bird  while  fishing.  This,  however,  happened  the 
other  day  while  I  was  live-baiting  for  trout  in 
Hambledon  Weir  with  G.  Arlett ;  the  bird,  a 
tern,  diving  down  and  taking  my  bait  into  mid 
air,  where  it  dropped  the  small  bleak.  It  then  flew 
over  another  pool,  where  G.  Arlett  was  fishing,  and 
went  for  his  bait  no  less  than  five  times,  the  last 
time  getting  the  hooks  into  its  mouth,  and  came  very 
near  to  being  caught ;  the  hook,  however,  came 
away  in  the  rough  water.  It  would  have  read  very 
funny  when  set  up  in  a  glass  case — "  Caught  by  Mr. 
G.  Arlett  while  live-baiting  for  trout !  "  The  bird 
must  have  been  very  hungry.  It,  however,  gave 
up  the  task  of  getting  food  this  way,  and  we  were 
able  to  fish  in  peace  for  the  rest  of  the  evening. — 
Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Twickenham).  —  The  season  at 
Twickenham  opened  out  well  on  June  1 6  with  six 
punts  out.  Dace  are  fairly  clean,  but  roach  and 
bream  are  backward.  Despite  this  the  catches  were 
pretty  good  all  round.  Mr.  Carter 'and  myself,  fish- 
ing with  Blower  Brown,  had  about  three  dozen  fish. 
Another  Francis  Francis  punt,fishing  with  R.Moffatt, 
did  well.  Mr.  Abrahams,  jun.,  was  on  the  warpath, 
as  also  Mr.  Bannister  and  several  others.  I  was 
out  again  on  Wednesday  with  Mr.  Brooks  ;  we  had 
about  two  dozen  roach,  dace,  and  bream  in  three 
hours.  These  we  returned  with  yesterday's  catch. 
W^ter  is  in  good  condition,  and  will  be  all  right  for 
end  of  week  unless  we  get  very  heavy  rain.— Aq. 
Hancock. 

Blagdon  Lake. — Fishing  return  for  the  week 
ending  June  13  : — On  June  8,  Mr.  P.  Surtees,  one 
trout,  21b.  ;  Mr.  H.  M.  Stock,  one,  41b.  8oz.  ;  Dr. 
Freeman,  two,  2lb.  and  21b.  On  June  9,  Mr.  H.  M. 
Stock,  three,  5lb.,  21b.  loz.,  and  31b.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  P. 
Surtees,  two,  21b.  14oz.  and  21b.;  Mr.  Cecil  Sains- 
bury,  one,  31b.  9oz.  ;  Mr.  F.  W.  Percival,  three, 
41b.  lOoz.,  41b.  4oz.,  and  31b.  lOoz. ;  Mr.  A.  Neilson, 
four,  3lb.  14oz.,  21b.,  21b.,  31b.  8oz.,  and  returned 


one  of  21b. ;  Mr.  C.  Gathorne  Hill,  one,  3lb.  (bank). 
On  June  10,  Mr.  C.  R.  Gilliat,  one,  21b.,  and  returned 
one  under  21b. ;  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall,  two,  31b.  6oz.  and 
21b.  5oz. ;  Mr.  H.  H.  Knight,  three,  21b.  lOoz., 
31b.  8oz.,  and  31b.  12oz.  (bank) ;  Mr.  A.  Neilson,  one, 
21b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  F.  W.  Percival,  three,  51b.  4oz., 
21b.  8oz.,  and  21b.  On  June  11,  Mr.  Bevir,  two, 
31b.  and  1  lb.  14oz.  ;  Rev.  B.  A.  Shaw,  one,  21b. ; 
Mr.  H.  H.  Knight,  one,  31b.  (bank)  ;  Mr.  F.  D.  J. 
Roberts  returned  three  under  21b.  (bank)  ;  Mr.  A. 
Neilson,  three,  41b.,  31b.  ]2oz.,  21b.  2oz.,  and 
returned  one  of  21b.  ;  Mr.  F.  W.  Percival,  two, 
2Ib.  4oz.,  21b.  2oz.,  and  returned  one  of  21b. ;  Mr. 
J.  H.  George,  three,  lib.  12oz.,  21b.  4oz.,  and 
31b.  2oz.  (bank).  On  June  12,  Mr.  R.  Howard  Gibbs, 
three,  31b.  12oz.,  21b.  8oz.,  31b.,  and  returned  one 
under  21b.  ;  Mr.  B.  De  Watteville  returned  one 
under  21b.  On  June  13,  Mr.  Fell,  two,  41b.  and 
21b.  Soz. ;  Mrs.  Fell,  one,  51b. ;  Mr.  B.  De  Watteville, 
one,  31b.,  and  returned  one  under  21b. ;  Mr.  R.  J. 
Box,  one,  31b.  (bank).  The  weather  haa  been  more 
favourable  for  fishing  this  week  and  fish  are  moving 
better ;  on  the  whole,  the  conditions  are  much 
better. — Donald  Cabb. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach).  —  On  the 
opening  day,  June  16,  the  weather  was  somewhat 
unsettled.  Several  rods  were  at  work  from  early 
morning.  Perch  are  more  numerous  this  season. 
Some  nice  fish,  in  good  condition,  were 
weighed  in,  from  9oz.  to  1  lb.  each.  Roach  are, 
for  so  eaily,  in  fair  condition  and  colour. 
Several  club  size  were  had,  with  here  and  there 
one  of  Uh.  each.  Anglers  were  surprised  finding 
them  in  such  good  condition.  Silver  bream  gave 
good  sport,  many  being  had  up  to  fib.  each  ;  several 
eels  also  fell  to  the  basket.  Upon  the  whole  anglers 
did  not  complain.  The  weed-cutter  is  now  at  work, 
and  in  a  few  days  angling  can  be  resumed  with 
pleasure. — John  O.  Geobge,  Beche-rd.,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totues  and  District). — The  water  has 
been  low  and  fine  this  week,  and  although  some 
rain  has  fallen  it  is  not  enough  to  materially  rise 
the  water.  The  state  of  the  water  has  been  favour- 
able to  the  salmon  nets  in  the  lower  reaches,  and  at 
Stoke  Gabriel  and  Dittisham  fair  catches  have  been 
had.  At  the  weir  and  the  Duke  of  Somerset's 
fishery,  however,  little  has  been  done,  there  being 
insufficient  water  to  bring  the  fish  up  to  the  weir  in 
anything  like  numbers.  As  I'briefly  reported  last 
week,  salmon  have  been  seen  freely  sporting  in 
Caddaford  and  Nursery  Pools,  and  on  June  13 
Mr.  Edward  Bovey  (Buckfastleigh),  fishing  in 
Nursery  Pool,  early  that  day  captured  a  magni- 
ficent salmon,  which  scaled  25|lb.  The  fish, 
which  was  in  the  very  pink  of  condition,  was 
3ft.  7in.  in  length,  and  Mr.  Bovey  had  two  and  a  half 
hours'  capital  sport  with  it  before  he  succeeded  in 
landing  the  fish.  The  fortunate  angler  with  his 
capture  have  been  photographed,  and  it  is  considered 
to  be  one  of  the  finest  fish  caught  by  a  rod  on  the 
Dart.  — Devonian. 

Derwent  and  Cocker  (Cumberland).  —  The 
river  came  down  in  flood  at  the  week-end,  and  we 
have  now  such  a  water  as  we  have  often  longed  for 
in  June  and  have  never  got  for  years.  The  migra- 
tory fish  are  able  to  ascend  under  the  most  favour- 
able conditions,  and  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained 
sea-trout  are  coming  in  satisfactory  numbers,  and 
salmon  are  also  running.  Gfood  sport  may  confi- 
dently be  anticipated  when  the  water  drops  into 
order.  If  the  weather  continues  as  unsettled  as  at 
present  it  may  be  some  time,  however,  before  the 
rivers  are  right  for  fly. — Black  Tom  o'  the  North. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks). — June  16  was  the 
opening  day  for  coarse  fishing.  Water  low  and 
clear.  Not  a  rod  out  on  the  Kirkhara  Abbey  water. 
Not  much  use  fishing  until  we  have  a  good  heavy 
rainfall. — H. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Some  capital  trout  have 
been  taken  on  the  Carey,  baskets  of  a  dozen  and  a 
dozen  and  a  half  being  the  average.  Torquay  Town 
Council  have  had  some  important  points  urged 
upon  them  by  a  deputation  of  anglers  regarding 
fishing  in  the  reservoirs.  It  is  asked  that  the  middle 
reservoir  be  emptied  and  all  minnows  destroyed, 
and  in  the  meantime  that  anglers  be  allowed 
to  catch  the  large  fish  by  other  means  than  by  fish- 
ing. That  it  be  restocked  with  Loch  Leven  fry  or 
yearlings  instead  of  rainbow  trout,  and  then  closed 
until  the  fish  have  grown  to  a  proper  size. 
That  50,000  yearling  trout  be  placed  in  Trenchford 
reservoir.  That  the  screens  be  raised  at  certain 
periods  to  allow  the  fish  to  go  up  to  spawn. 
Also  that  the  fishing  season  be  altered  and  run 
from  April  1  to  Sept.  30,  instead  of  from  March  3 
to  Sept.  15,  as  at  present.  It  is  also  suggested  that 
at  the  higher  end  of  the  Trenchford  reservoir  a 
capital  place  for  a  fish  hatchery  can  be  made. — 
Devonian. 

Elan  Reservoirs.  —  Although  ideal  fishing 
weather  has  prevailed,  fewer  visitors  have  during 
the  past  week  visited  the  reservoirs  than  has 
recently  been  the  case.    The  total  catch  already 


recorded  has  been  134  trout  (691b.  loz.).  Last 
week's  report  showed  Cabancoch  to  have  been  the 
best  sporting  centre.  This  week,  however,  nine  trout 
(51b.  9oz.)  only  were  killed  there.  Garrogddu 
and  Pengarreg  reservoirs  show  good  averages  for 
this  week.  In  the  former  twenty-eight  trout 
(131b.  Soz.)  were  killed,  and  in  the  latter  twenty -six 
(101b.  14oz.).  Graiggoch  reservoir  has  accounted 
for  the  largest  number  of  kills,  but  a  smaller  average 
fish  was  taken.  The  return  for  that  reservoir  is  fifty- 
two  trout(  1 71b.  5oz. ).  Dolmynach  has  turned  out  very 
well — nineteen  trout  (151b.  Soz.)  were  taken  there. 
Several  of  the  catches  have  included  single  trout  of 
1  lb.  each  and  upwards.  One  of  I  .Jib.  was  taken  in 
Dolmynach,  and  another  of  IJlb.  was  taken  in 
Garregddu.  One  angler  fishing  the  latter  reservoir 
had  sixteen  fish  (61b.  14oz.),  and  another  had  eight 
(51b.  Soz.).  A  gentleman  fishing  Dolmynach  reservoir 
had  seven  nice  trout,  01b.  2oz.,  the  best  IJlb. 
Several  baskets  of  from  four  to  six  brace  each  were 
also  had  in  Graiggoch.  The  light  Gochen  Las  is 
still  going  strong,  and  this,  together  with  the  Claret 
and  Mallard,  is  accounting  for  most  of  the  kills. 
Mr.  Pratt's  Favourite  is  also  considered  a  very 
eadly  lure  — W.  B.  H. 

Elan  Valley  Lakes  (Tyrmynydd  Bungalow). 

— Sport  has  been  very  variable,  and  blanks  have 
not  been  unknown.  In  the  daytime  we  often 
"came  home  clean";  but  the  evening  srenerally 
puts  matters  straight,  as  one  or  other  of  us  would 
get  among  the  big  ones  during  the  evening  rise.  On 
one  occasion  I  had  been  having  a  big  fight  with  a 
whopper,  as  I  thought,  for  he  nearly  pulled  me  into 
the  lake,  and  having  at  last  secured  him  (and  found 
that  he  was  after  all  only  a  fish  of  1  lb.  2oz.,  caught 
by  the  fin  !),  I  marched  back  in  triumph  with  my 
trophy  and  two  or  three  smaller  fish,  only  to  find 
my  comrade  had  got  a  trout  of  considerably  larger 
dimensions.  I  wa,  sincerely  glad  of  this,  as  he  had 
previously  been  unlucky  as  to  size  of  fish.  The 
prospects  are  now  fairly  good,  as  some  heavy  rain 
fell  last  week.  The  small  Gochen  Las  and  the 
Black  Gnat  are  the  flies  for  the  day,  and  the 
Coachman  and  small  Alexandra  for  the  evening. — 
J.  P.  Taylor. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  river  is  very 
low,  and  little  has  been  done  during  the  past  week, 
with  the  exception  of  trout,  which  have  taken  the 
Blue  Upright,  Black  Gnat,  and  Coachman,  the  little 
sport  being  obtained  in  the  evening  hours.  Topsham 
net  fishermen  have  had  some  more  salmon  since  last 
report,  and  one  boat  I  hear  secured  twenty-six.  The 
coarse  fishing  has  now  opened.  Tickets  are  still 
given  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Town  Council  to  appli- 
cants through  the  town  clerk  (Mr.  Parry),  and  the 
excellent  rules  governing  the  ticket  are  likely  to 
keep  up  the  stock  of  coarse  fish.  Undersized  fish 
were  formerly  caught  in  dozens  and  retained,  but 
this  is  now  entirely  stopped  under  the  new  regula- 
tions. Visitors  can  get  useful  information  from 
Mr.  Hannaford  (Double  Locks),  Mr.  Warner  (Top- 
sham  Locks),  or  from  Captain  Davey  (Turf  Hotel). 
Fishing  at  Exmouth  and  in  the  neighbourhood  has 
been  very  indifferent. — Red  Palmer. 

Lake  Vyrnwy. — Since  my  last  report  the  lake 
has  been  in  very  good  condition,  but  I  am  sorry  to 
say  we  have  not  had  many  anglers  out.  On  June  10 
Mr.  Beacall  had  fourteen  very  nice  trout,  making 
for  his  week  a  total  of  fifty-six.  Mr.  Batchelor  had 
good  sport  on  June  12  and  June  15,  with  a  catch  of 
seventeen  good-conditioned  fish.  Mr.  Hardcastle, 
Dr.  Wilkinson,  and  Lieut.  Morgan  Jones  have  also 
had  fairly  good  sport.  Best  flies :  Greenwell's 
Glory,  Wickham's  Fancy,  and  Black  and  Teal.- — 
Long  Drift. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Dace  fishing  began  in 
the  Lea  and  Beane  on  June  16,  and  the  Stort  then 
opened  for  the  capture  of  all  kinds  of  general  fish. 
Refreshing  rains  have  fallen,  and  some  good  sport  is 
promised.  Roach,  bream,  chub,  barbel,  tench  and 
carp  fishing  does  not  open  in  the  Lea  until  July  1. 
while  no  perch  or  pike  may  be  retained  until 
August — a  long  holiday  for  these  predatory  fish. 
At  the  time  of  writing  (June  17)  no  good  sport  with 
trout  is  reported,  and  the  May  Fly  season  appears 
to  have  been  a  failure. — Iza.\k  Walton. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon). — The  river  is  in  splendid 
condition  for  fishing,  and  since  the  season  started 
some  good  bags  of  roach,  dace,  and  chub  have  been 
taken.  A  gentleman  staying  with  me  caught  three 
nice  chub  on  June  16  at  the  bridge.  Some  good 
bags  of  roach  and  dace  have  also  been  taken  up  the 
river,  one  rod  taking  IGlb.  of  fine  fish.  There  is 
every  prospect  of  a  good  season. — A.  Rolph  (Ouse 
Hotel). 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  in  good  order  for  fishing.  Trout  are 
well  on  the  feed,  and  are  rising  well  to  the  fly. 
Fair  sport  has  been  had,  and  nice  sized  fish  landed. 
The  prospects  for  sport  are  good. — Gwynne. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — Fishing  has  not 
been  very  brisk  during  the  peist  week,  the  late 
evening  rise  having  been  practically  nil.    There  is 
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generally  a  slight  rise  in  the  forenoon  from  about 
8.30  to  11  a.m.,  and  then  Grey  Quill  and  Olives  are 
the  most  likely  flies  to  u?e.  But  no  good  take  has 
been  reported,  a  brace  and  a  brace  and  a  half  being 
the  usual  limit.  The  river  is  now  greatly  in  need 
of  a  freshet.  Peal  have  appeared  at  the  mouth  ;  a 
few  of  weights  from  lib.  to  21b.  were  netted 
recently.- — HIeron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry).— The  river  here  has 
given  anglers  a  fine  chance  to  start  well,  as  it  is  in 
perfect  condition,  and  several  gentlemen  have 
sampled  the  water.  Mr.  G.  Holloway  has  been 
most  successful  to-day  (June  16),  his  best  chub 
going  just  over  21b.  We  are  not  troubled  with 
weeds  so  much  this  season. — A.  Scabd. 

Plymouth. — The  rivers  want  water  very  badly ; 
they  have  run  down  very  low,  and  the  fish  in  the 
lower  waters  have  no  chance  to  get  up.  Some  nice 
baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken  on  the  higher 
waters  of  the  Cad  and  Meavy.  Salmon  and  peal 
are  not  giving  sport,  and  will  not  until  we  get  a 
spate. — WrLLiAM  Heakdeb. 

Sussex  Kivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — 
Once  again  anglers  are  on  the  warpath,  in  fact,  at 
Chichester  Canal  many  made  a  start  on  June  15, 
but  fish  are  not  in  condition.  A  few  nice  showers 
in  the  early  part  of  the  week  have  been  acceptable. 
The  rivers  are  in  good  order,  and  fish  everywhere 
seem  plentiful.  On  June  14,  in  the  Sheffield 
Park  reach  of  the  Ouse,  a  local  angler  with 
flj'  captured  a  leash  of  nice  trout,  the  best 
fish  about  1  lb.  Several  visitors  were  also 
successful  with  smaller  fish.  The  Trafalgar  anglers 
will  hold  their  spring  competition  at  Steyning  on 
Jime  21,  for  which  ten  prizes  are  offered,  and  the 
dace  and  roach  at  this  station  are  stated  to  be 
plentiful.  Bass  up  to  14oz.  have  been  taken  and 
flatfish  from  the  harbour. — Geobge  F.  Saltee. 

Ta-w  (N.  Devon). — A  shower  is  falling,  and 
clouds  overhead  may  cause  fish  to  rise,  but  few 
take  the  opportunity  except  by  night.  One  fisher- 
man has  nightly  been  troubled  with  a  large  fish, 
and  after  snatching  away  his  tackle  many  times, 
it  was  landed,  weighing  IJlb.  Another  angler,  on 
the  RoUe  Estate  water,  caught  twenty-two  fish, 
weighing  IG^lh.  Salmon  in  the  rivers  are  not  so 
plentiful,  a  lew  being  taken  with  the  nets  in  the 
estuary.— Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  is  in  capital  order 
for  angUng.  The  weather  has  been  changeable, 
but  the  fish  have  been  sporting  well  at  fly.  Minnow 
fishing  has  accounted  for  some  large  trout.  Bottom 
fishers  have  landed  some  large  baskets  of  roach 
with  maggot.  On  June  1 3,  with  May  Fly,  trout  of 
lib.,  l^lb.,  and  IJlb.  were  taken.  On  June  15 
sport  was  good  below  Ludford.  In  the  upper  part 
of  the  river  some  nice  trout  were  landed  on  June  1 6. 
— S.  Ludlow. 

Test,  etc. — This  river  is  still  abcwe  its  usual 
height,  although  but  little  rain  has  fallen  for  some 
time.  Few  rods  have  been  out.  These  have  had 
to  be  content  with  about  two  brace.  Fish  have 
been  rising  nearly  all  day,  but  are  not  easily  taken, 
so  many  are  "  bulging."  These  will  not  look  at  the 
winged  flies,  but  occasionally  take  a  spent  hackle 
fly.  Weed  cutting  is  going  on  in  several  parts  of 
the  river. — Olive  Dun. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neig'hhouring 
Rivers. — All  our  rivers  and  burns  have  been  well 
patronised  over  Whitsuntide.  The  weather  has 
continued  fine  but  with  a  much  lower  temperature 
than  that  of  the  previous  weeks,  and,  on  the  whole, 
sport  has  been  somewhat  variable.  Sport  has 
improved  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Coquet,  how- 
ever, and  some  nice  fish  have  been  grassed.  Mr. 
Swainston  took  two  nice  creels  above  Alwinton  on 
June  15  and  16.  Mr.  Thompson  succeeded  in 
creeling  eighteen  with  the  creeper ;  the  six  largest 
turned  the  scale  at  5lb.  Messrs.  Fenwick,  Mcintosh, 
Goodman,  and  Moffat  had  also  good  baskets  of 
trout,  the  principal  lure  being  clear-water  worm. 
Mr.  Scott  successfully  landed  a  beautiful  salmon  at 
Acklington  bend  with  fly.  The  river  is  very  low  at 
present,  and  badly  in  need  of  a  good  flood.  The 
North  Tyne  is  still  running  at  low  summer  level, 
and  is  almost  overgrown  with  moss,  which  interferes 
most  seri  usly  with  fishing  operations,  Mr.  Buck- 
land,  Newcastle,  fishing  at  Chollerton,  on  June  15, 
had  nine  tiout  with  worm  and  creeper.  Mr.  E.  C. 
Frost,  Newcastle,  also  landed  a  dozen  over  the 
week-end  on  Rede  water,  above  Woodburn.  Sport 
on  the  Esk  has  been  good  during  the  past  week. 
Mr.  Davidson  and  Mr.  Judge,  of  Newcastle,  fishing 
on  June  15  and  16,  had  eighty  trout  between  them, 
on  the  higher  reaches  of  the  Esk  (Westerkirk 
stretch).  Mr.  Belford,  Craigchurch,  successfully 
captured  two  sea-trout  and  a  101b.  basket  of  brown 
trout  below  the  Enzieholm  Bridge.  In  the  Graham 
Arms  private  stretch  of  Netherby  water,  Mr.  and 
Miss  Robinson,  London,  landed  six  sea-trout, 
averaging  over  21b.  each,  together  with  eighteen 
and  thirteen  trout  respectively.  Mr.  Harry  Foster, 
fishing  in  Mr.  Sn^nburn's  private  stretch,  on  the 


Border  Esk,  landed  six  sea-trout  on  June  16.  The 
water  is  in  capital  order,  and  a  good  run  of  these 
migratory  fish  is  reported  in  the  river. — Henry  [A. 

MXTETON. 

Usk  (Usk).— The  river  is  still  in  a  very  low  con- 
dition ;  and,  although  the  weather  is  threatening 
and  a  little  rain  has  fallen,  there  has  not  been  nearly 
sufficient  to  cause  a  rise,  which  is  now  very  badly 
needed,  especially  by  the  salmon  anglers.  The 
water  was  netted  this  week  by  the  association  water 
bailiffs.  On  June  12,  Mr.  Sword  killed  four  salmon 
(181b.,  12ilb..  1 1  lb.,  and  81b.)  in  the  Road  Pool.  This 
is  the  only  success  reported  since  my  last  report. 
The  trout  fishermen  continue  to  get  a  little  sport  in 
the  evenings. — T.  R. 

Wye  and  (Derwent  Derbyshire). — These 
rivers  have  been  in  good  order  for  the  fly,  and  many 
anglers  have  been  plying  the  rod  on  both  rivers, 
the  Wye  having  its  full  number  on  most  days  ;  and 
those  gentlemen  who  have  fished  this  river  have 
had  fairlv  good  sport,  taking  from  two  up  to  six 
brace.  The  May  Fly  has  accounted  for  some  of  the 
best  fish.  There  is  not  the  quantity  of  this  fly  on  the 
Wye  as  formerly,  as  I  have  seen  the  bridge  at 
Bakewell  almost  covered  with  them.  Those  who 
have  fished  the  Derwent,  both  the  Chatsworth 
fishery  and  also  the  higher  reaches  have  had  nice 
little  catches  of  trout  ranging  from  two  to  seven 
brace.  I  have  not  heard  of  any  heavy  baskets  as  yet. 
The  Darleydale  club's  water  afforded  its  members  a 
nice  few  trout,  some  of  them  upwards  of  21b.  The 
free  water  about  Matlock  Bridge  yielded  several 
good  trout.  The  Matlock  and  jCromford  Angling 
association's  water  has  been  well  patronised,  with 
fairly  good  results,  and  the  grayling  that  has 
arrived  and  been  turned  into  this  portion  of  the 
Derwent  must  improve  the  fishing  this  autumn,  as 
this  fish  came  in  season  on  June  1 0.  The  prospect 
is  good ;  steady  rain  all  day  June  1 7,  which  should 
freshen  these  waters  and  bring  the  fish  on  the  feed. 
Useful  flies  :  Ash  Dun,  Thompson's  Fancy,  Cooper's 
Fancy,  Black  Gnat,  Oak  Fly,  Dotterel  Hackle, 
Dark  Spiimer,  and  Palmer  Caterpillar. — -Dotterel. 

Wye  (Upper). — Sheep  washing  has  greatly  inter- 
fered with  trout  angling.  Mr.  John  Webb  has, 
however,  been  very  successful.  He  has  not  failed 
to  grass  fish  every  day  during  the  week.  One  or 
two  other  trout  angers  have  also  done  fairly  well. 
The  River  Wye  is  to-day  (June  17)  in  nice  condi- 
tion, and  the  weather  is,  from  an  angler's 
point  of  view,  almost  perfect.  Notwithstanding 
the  lowness  of  the  water,  Mr.  Graham  Clarke  killed 
a  25Jlb.  salmon  in  the  Glanrhos  waters.  It  was  not, 
however,  in  good  condition,  being  large  and  flabby. 
If  good  condition  it  should  have  scaled  at  least 
lOlb.  more.  Mr.  T.  Lloyd  Evans,  of  Newport,  Mon., 
has  had  several  good  baskets  of  trout  on  theMarteg 
which  runs  through  his  Pantydwr  shoot. — 
W.  B.  H. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks). —  Nearly  all  the  Yorlishire  rivers 
had  more  fresh  water  down  them  on  June  14, 
and  were  fining  down  very  nicely  on  June  16, 
but  rain  fell  nearly  all  day  on  June  17. 
Should  no  more  rain  fall  all  our  streams 
will  be  in  good  angling  trim  for  the  week-end. 
Some  good  bags  of  trout  were  made  with  the  worm 
on'Monday  (June  15),  also  with  the  Miller's  Thumb, 
Devon,  and  natural  minnow  spun  on  the  Wee 
Chapman  spinner.  In  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore 
Mr.  Porchin,  of  Leicester,  got  sixteen  very  nice  trout 
with  artificial  minnow.  Mr.  Scarth  has  also  met 
with  nice  sport,  amongst  his  fish  was  one  weighing 
1  lb.  14oz.  Master  Scarth  has  done  well,  his 
heaviest  fish  weighing  1  lb.  9oz.,  with  worm  on 
3x  gut.  The  Green  Drake  is  now  "off,"  but 
that  little  nuisance  the  Black  Midge  is  on  in  my- 
riads. During  a  cold  spell  on  June  15  the  little 
Iron  Blue  Dun  was  much  in  evidence,  and  I  soon 
bagaed  half  a  dozen  fish  with  it.  The  Bracken 
Clock,  Knotted  Midge,  Stone  Midge,  Yellow  Dotterel, 
Light  Watchet,  and  the  Red  Palmer  are  all  good 
flies,  varied  according  to  weather  and  water  con- 
ditions. J.  Blades,  junr. ,  killed  a  fine  trout  weighing 
21b.  in  the  Yore  with  Red  Palmer ;  this  fly 
is  always  good  in  a  bold  brown  water.  The  Wharfe 
has  been  in  good  angling  trim  during  the  last  few 
days,  and  some  very  nice  trout  have  been  got  with 
upstream  worm  and  fly.  In  the  upper  waters  Mr. 
G.  Heiliwell  had  a  good  catch  of  trout  with  up- 
stream worm.  Amongst  his  catch  was  a  fine  trout 
weighing  4Jlb.  ;  it  was  a  magnificent  specimen,  its 
length  was  24 J  in.,  girth  12^in.  Mr.  H.  Crosswaite 
caught  a  trout  weighing  IJlb.  In  the  waters  of 
Bolton  Abbey  and  Ilkley  lengths  some  very  nice 
trout  have  been  caught  with  fly.  On  Tuesday 
Mr  E.  Beanlands  caught  thirteen  nice  trout,  best 
fly  being  Knotted  Midge,  and  a  little  lower  down 
Mr.  Leaver  had  nice  sport,  getting  seventeen  nice 
fish.  The  Nidd  is  still  slightly  coloured,  and  con- 
sidering this  sport  on  this  stream  has  improved, 
and  some  fine  trout  have  been  caught  in  this 
stream.  Mr.T.  Ibbotson,  of  the  Leeds  Brass  Moulders 


club,  got  a  fine  trout  weighing  21b.  loz.  Mr.  Brom- 
ley, on  June  16,  had  a  nice  catch  of  mixed  fisli, 
including  a  fine  trout  weighing  31b..  which  was 
shown  at  the  Leeds  Robin  Hood  Angling  Club,  and 
was  much  admired.  The  opening  of  the  toach, 
dace,  perch,  pike,  etc.,  or  so-called  coarse  fish,  was 
opened  in  fair  condition  on  the  Wharfe  in  the  lower 
reaches.  Mr.  B.  Foxcroft  had  a  nice  catch  of 
mixed  fish  from  Boston  Spa.  At  Tadcaster,  Mr. 
Rhidding  had  nice  sport.  Mr.  J.  Pickersgill  had  also 
a  little  sport  amongst  the  barbel,  but  no  heavy 
fish  have  been  taken,  the  heaviest  being  about  31b. 
In  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Nidd,  Mr.  H.  J.  Lomas 
had  a  mixed  lot  weighing  about  61b. ;  Mr.  Bromley, 
about  51b.  At  Walshford  Bridge,  Mr.  D.  White 
and  J.  Fenwick  had  fine  sport,  including  some 
very  nice  perch  ;  eels  and  flounders  have  also  been 
feeding  well,  and  during  the  last  few  days  some  very 
nice  catches  have  been  made  at  Tadcaster,  Ullerskelf 
and  Ryther.  Prospects  for  the  week-end  are  excellent 
and  the  bottom  fishers  can  look  for  good  sport. 
The  Wharfe  has  been  fishing  well  too  in  the  Leeds 
Amalgamation  waters  at  Pool.  On  June  16,  Mr.  J. 
H.  R.  Bazley  got  seven  nice  trout  in  a  very  short 
time.— John  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Altnaharra  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.)— 

On  June  8  Mr.  Bond,  on  River  Mallard,  one  salmon, 
91b.  ;  Mr.  Briscoe,  on  Loch  Meaddie,  71b.  of  trout, 
and  Mr.  Tidd,  on  Loch  Hallam,  eleven  trout,  71b.' 
On  June  10,  Mr.  Briscoe  6 Jib.  of  trout,  and  Mr. 
Bond,  on  Loch  Hallam,  eleven  trout,  61b.  On 
Jime  11  Messrs.  Bond  and  Tidd,  on  Loch  Meaddie, 
a  basket  of  trout  151b;  Mr.  Bris",oe,  on  Loch 
Hallam,  nine  trout,  91b.  (heaviest,  2.Ub.),  and  Mr. 
Bond,  jun.,  on  Loch  Naver,  one  grilse!^  41b. — B. 

Beauly  and  Conon. — Anglers  on  the  Beauly 
met  with  very  poor  results  last  week,  owing  to  the 
very  low  state  of  the  river.  On  June  11,  however, 
there  was  a  downpour,  and  the  river  rose  consider- 
ably. Captain  Armitage,  lessee  of  the  Home  and 
Falls  beats,  landed  three  nice  salmon,  but  lost 
several  grilse  after  being  hooked.  Better  sport  is 
anticipated  as  there  has  been  a  good  run  of  grilse 
iiito  the  fresh  water.  In  the  tidal  waters  twelve 
nice  sea- trout  were  creeled  by  the  Moniack  Castle 
rod,  bringing  the  total  up  to  slightly  over  800  for 
the  season.  In  the  course  of  a  fortnight  the  pools 
will  be  netted  on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  by 

Lord  Lovat  for  the  month  of  July  only.  Conon.  

The  Conon  suffered  considerably  from  the  continued 
dry  weather,  and  was  very  low  all  the  week.  Conse- 
quently very  little  angling  took  place,  although 
from  the  lower  reaches  five  salmon  and  several  sea- 
trout  were  creeled.    In  the  tidal  pools  a  few  brown 
and  sea- trout  were  got  by  local  anglers,  and  the 
netting  lessees  had  a  greatly  improved  catch,  there 
being  a  considerable  run  of  grilse  into  the  e^tuarv. 
—A.  R.  ^ 
Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— The  rivers  are  in 
good  angling  ply,  and  the  tributaries  stocked  with 
yellow  trout.    In  the  Graham  Arms  reserved  water 
Mr.  Robinson  caught  two  sea- trout,  21b.  and  IJlb., 
and  fifteen  yellow  trout,  at  another  fishing  one  sea- 
trout,  l|lb.,  and  eighteen  yellow  trout,  and  at  a 
subsequent  fishing  sixteen  yellow  trout.    In  the 
same   water  Mr.  J.  Milne,  two   sea-trout,  21b. 
and    IJlb.     Mr.   Davy,  eighteen    yellow  trout, 
on  June  13,  and  on  June  15,  fifteen.    Mr.  English 
two  sea-trout  and  fourteen   yellow  trout;  Mr. 
Hunt,  ten  yellow  trout.    In  Netherby  reserved 
water,  Mr.  McAdam-  and  Mr.  Broadhurst  had  each 
a  sea-trout  and  a  basket  of  yellow  trout.    In  Lang- 
holm water,  Mr.  Weatherstone  three  sea-trout,  21b., 
1  Jib.,  and  1  Jib.    Mr.  J.  Cunningham  had  one,' 1  fib. 
Mr.  Belford  a  sea-trout  and  a  basket  of  yellow 
trout.    Mr.  Conchie  and  two  other  rods,  four  dozen 
yellow  trout.    In  the  upper  water  of  the  Liddle  Mr. 
Whitfield  had  141b.  brown  trout  on  June  13,  and  on 
June  15,  81b.  ;  Mr.  H.  Jardine  three  sea-trout,  21b., 
IJlb.,  and  1  lb.,  and  five  dozen  brown  trout.  Mr. 
Jackson  had  a  basket  of  brown  trout,  Mr.  J.  Cowan 
three  dozen  yellow  trout;  Messrs.  H.  Smart,  A. 
Smith,  J.  Jenkins  and  A.  Hunter  had  each  good 
basinets  of  yellow  trout,  and  Mr.  Johnstone  four 
dozen  brown  trout.     Fishing  in  the  mid  reaches, 
Mr.  Colville  and  Mr.  W.  Irving  each  had  sea-trout. 
Fairly  good  catches  of  sea-trout  have  been  got  in 
the  Solway  Firth.    Some  nice  sea-trout  have  been 
caught  at  the  stake-net  fisheries  of  large  size.  The 
haaf-net  fishermen,  on  the  English  and  Scotch  sides, 
have  had  a  fiine  lot  of  trout  during  the  week.  Fish- 
ing in  Langham  water,  Messrs.  McMillan  and  Mr. 
H.  A.  Jackson  had  each  five  sea-trout  at  a  night 
fishing,  from  1  lb.  to  21b. ;  Mr.  W.  Weatherstone 
one  sea-trout,  2|lb. ;  Mr.  Joe  Anderson  one  of  21b. ; 
Mr.  S.  Jackson  and  Mr.  R.  Armstrong  two  each; 
Messrs.  F.  Story,  W.  Ross,  J.  Harkness  and  G. 
Johnstone  had  each  one  sea-trout  and  some  baskets 
of  yellovv  trout.    Fi  hing  in  Tarras,  Mr.  J.  Corrie 
had  a  basket  of  1 1  lb.  of  yellow  trout.  In  the  Upper 
Liddle,  Messrs.  R.  Crozier,  Hancock,  and  J.  John- 
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stone  had  good  baskets  j  Mr.  Whetfield,  Mr,  Jackson, 
and  Mr.  J.  Armstrong  also  had  each  good  baskets. 
In  the  lower  water  Mr.  W.  Paterson  had  four  sea- 
trout  ;  Mr.  Mitchell  two,  1  Jib.  each.  In  Canonbie 
water  of  Esk,  Mr.  Burns  and  Mr.  Walter  Irving  had 
each  a  sea-trout  and  some  yellow  trout.  A  local 
rod  had  five  sea-trout  in  the  Willow  Pool,  one  21b., 
and  the  rest  1  Jib.  each,  Mr.  S.  McKune,  on  June 
15,  creeled  eighteen  sea-trout  at  a  fishing  in  the  Esk 
below  Langholm,  from  1  lb.  to  3Jlb.  Mr.  R.  Steele, 
fishing  in  the  mid  reaches  of  the  Eak,  had  three  sea- 
trout  and  some  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  W.  Little  two 
sea-trout  and  some  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  J.  Cairns  one, 
and  fifteen  yellow  trout.  The  rivers  are  in  good 
angling  trim  at  time  of  writing. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Boss,  Ardg^ay,  N.B.).  —  Mr. 
G.  F.  Crompton,  Derby,  Mr.  Brace,  and  Captain 
Vaughan  Lee,  R.N.,  London',  have  been  getting 
fairly  good  sport  on  the  upper  waters.  Salmon 
range  from  81b.  to  11  lb. — B. 

Culag  Hotel  Waters,  Iiochinver  (via  laairgf, 
N.B.). — On  Loch.s  Culag,  Bearmoch,  Fewn,  Crocach, 
Turk,  and  other  waters,  the  following  sport  has 
been  got: — On  June  10,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harding, 
three  dozen  trout,  I2Jlb. ;  Mr.  Donaldson,  nine, 
4Jlb.  ;  Major  Squire,  two  dozen,  8Jlb. ;  and  Messrs. 
Yarborough,  nineteen,  lOlb.  On  June  11,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Harding,  forty-four  trout,  161b. ;  Mr.  Donald- 
son, twenty-eight,  8 Jib.,  and  Messrs.  Yarborough, 
ten,  5Jlb.  On  June  12,  Mr.  Thornton,  twenty-two, 
l^lh. ;  Mr.  and  Miss  Murray,  twenty-six,  lOJlb. ; 
j\ir.  and  Miss  Harding,  ten,  SJlb.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Johnson,  five,  2 Jib.  ;  Major  Squire,  seventeen,  101b. ; 
and  Mr.  Donaldson,  eighteen,  6flb.  On  June  13 
baskets  ranged  from  one  dozen  to  two  and  a  half 
dozen. — B. 

Inchuadauiph  Hotel  (Sutherland). — On  June 
8,  Mr.  Thomson,  on  West  Assynt,  sixteen  trout, 
Tib. ;  Mr.  Webb,  on  Inver,  fifteen,  71b. ;  Mr.  E.  S. 
Webb,  on  Inver,  five,  51b. ;  Mr.  N.  Webb,  on  Inver, 
one,  21b. ;  Mr.  Morgan,  on  Gillaroo,  seven,  51b.  On 
June  9,  Mr.  Thomson,  on  Awe,  twenty-six,  11  lb. ; 
Mr.  Webb,  on  Inver,  ten,  61b. ;  Mr.  Nanson,  on 
Mid  Assynt,  sixteen,  71b.  On  June  10,  Mr.  Nanson, 
on  Awe,  twenty,  81b. ;  Mr.  E.  S.  Webb,  on  Loanan, 
six,  3lb.  ;  Mr.  Thomson,  on  Mid  Assynt,  sixteen, 
71b.  ;  Mr.  Morgan,  on  Skaig,  eleven,  61b.  On 
June  11,  Messrs.  Thomson  and  Morgan,  on  Awe, 
thirty,  151b.  (heaviest,  1  Jib.) ;  Mr.  E.  S.  Webb,  on 
Gillaroo,  five,  41b. ;  Messrs.  Norman  and  Arnold 
Webb,  on  West  Assynt,  four,  5lb.  ;  Mr.  Nanson,  on 
Castle  Bay,  seventeen,  71b.  On  June  12,  Messrs. 
Thomson  and  Morgan,  on  Awe,  sixteen,  71b.  ;  Messrs. 
S.  and  N.  Webb,  on  Mid  Assynt,  nine,  61b.  (heaviest, 
31b.).  On  June  13,  Mr.  Nanson,  on  Loch  Assynt  by 
kind  permission  of  Mr.  Eric  Chaplin,  six,  71b. ;  Mr. 
N.  Webb,  on  Awe,  five,  51b.' — W.  Wallace. 

Loch.  Dochart  (Criaularich  Hotel). — On  June 
II,  Mrs.  Hind,  Broughty  Ferry,  had  twelve  trout 
weighing  41b.,  and  Mr.  Ball,  Ulverston,  had  eighteen 
trout,  6Jlb ;  and  on  ;June  12,  Major  M'Kerracher 
had  eighteen  trout  weighing  7 Jib.,  and  Mr.  Spence 
twelve  trout,  41b.  Trout  are  now  rising  well  and 
the  loch  is  in  good  ply.- — J.  Stewaet. 

Iioch  Leven  (Kinross). — The  weather  has 
been  cold  during  the  past  week  with  a  blustering 
wind  from  the  south-west  and  south.  Very  heavy 
catches  continue  to  be  made  with  fly — namely, 
Mr.  Kelsall,  Crieff,  seventy  trout,  481b. ;  Mr.  Rush- 
worth  and  Mr.  Ecroid,  Colne,  took  in  four  days  138, 
951b. ;  Mr.  Knox,  Silsden,  and  Mr.  Blackie,  Glas- 
gow, creeled  in  two  days  fifty-eight,  491b. ;  Captain 
Williams  and  Mr.  F.  J.  Pullar,  Bridge  of  Allan, 
thirty-nine,  301b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Ballantine  and  Mr. 
Speed,  Dundee,  thirty-five,  261b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  WUson, 
Monat,  thirty,  221b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Geo.  Standfast, 
Birmingham,  fiJEty-five,  471b. ;  Mr.  Lumgair  and  Mr. 
Melvin,  Selkirk,  thirty-four,  241b. ;  Mr.  J.  Gordon 
Mason,  Edinburgh,  thirty-four,  261b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  C. 
Millar  and  Mr.  D.  Fraser,  Dunfermline,  twenty-four, 
161b. ;  Mr.  G.  H.  H.  Kennedy,  Lincoki,  and  Mr.  T. 
Butter,  Corston,  out  in  the  early  morning,  had 
eighteen,  15lb.  Soz. ;  Mr.  G.  Standfast,  Birmingham, 
and  Mr.  A.  J.  Cameron,  Perth,  thirty-three, 
241b.  Soz.  ;  Mr.  J.  Millar  and  Mr.  A.  Hunter,  Edin- 
burgh, thirty,  261b.;  Mr.  C.  Sutton,  Edinburgh, 
twenty-nine,  21  lb. ;  Colonel  Urquhart,  Forres,  and 
Mr.  J.  Lyle,  Edinburgh,  twenty-one,  201b.  ;  Mr. 
and  Captaia  Ogilvy,  R.E.,  Devonshaw,  forty-five, 
341b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Whitelaw,  Perth,  thirty-two, 
231b.  Soz. ;  Mr.  Frost,  Crieff,  eighteen,  171b.  Even- 
ing fishing  has  been  less  successful  than  during  the 
previous  week,  though  some  good  catches  were 
made.  The  Misses  Pople,  Newhouse,  captured 
between  4  p.m.  and  9.30p.m.,  forty-one,  301b.,  thirty 
of  their  fish  being  creeled  in  two  hours  ;  Mr.  Black 
and  Mr.  Cleghorn,  Dundee,  in  a  few  hours,  took 
nineteen,  151b.,  while  other  catches  averaged  from 
71b.  to  141b.  Angling  clubs  were  also  very  success- 
ful. The  first  and  second  prize-winners  were : 
Dundee  West-end  Club — first,  Mr,  J.  Sinclair, 
fifteen,  101b.  Soz.  ;  second,  Mr.  J.  McLean,  fourteen, 
101b.  2oz. ;  West  of  ScotlMid  Club— first,  Mr.  H. 


Kennedy,  twenty-five,  1 91b.  ;  second,  Mr.  J.  Ander- 
son, twenty-two,  151b.  Soz. ;  Wellshot  Club — first, 
Mr.  J.  Carswell,  twenty-one,  II  lb.  Soz.;  second, 
Mr.  G.  Lang,  thirteen,  51b.  14oz.  ;  Dundee  Angling 
Club-— first,  Mr.  A.  B.  Crichton,  twenty,  161b.  4oz. ; 
second.  Mr.  G.  R.  Donald,  twenty-one,  151b.  12oz. ; 
Fifeshire  Club — first,  Mr.  J.  MacLaren,  nineteen, 
141b.  2oz. ;  second,  Mr.  G.  A.  Gibb,  seventeen, 
101b.  Soz. ;  Mr.  J.  A.  Somerville  was  first  at  the  Leith 
Walton  Angling  Association  competition  with 
fourteen,  91b.  The  heaviest  trout  captured  during 
the  past  week  weighed  21b.  15oz. — R.  B.  Laing. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— On  June  11,  Mr. 
Houghton,  ten  trout,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Seagreave,  eleven, 
61b.  On  June  12,  Mr.  Houghton,  seven,  SJlb.  ;  Mr. 
Wadham,  eight,  S  Jlb.  (one  of  2  Jib.  and  one  of  Iflb.). 
On  June  IS,  Mr.  H.  J.  Knight,  thirteen,  91b.,  and 
one  salmon,  161b.  On  June  15,  Mr.  W.  McKay, 
five  trout,  81b.  (one  of  2ilb.  and  one  of  2ilb.).  On 
June  16,  Mr.  H.  J.  Knight,  nine,  81b.  (one  of  IJlb.). 
— H.  J.  Knight. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg,  N.B.). — On 
Jiine  8,  Mr.  Bickersteth,  Birkenhead,  on  Loch 
Griam,  forty  trout,  101b. ;  Major  Brookes,  London, 
and  Mr.  Leake,  Norfolk,  on  Merkland,  twenty-two, 
71b.  On  J une  9,  baskets  ranged  up  to  three  dozen 
trout,  161b.,  but  Mr.  Leake  got  a  ferox  of  4Jlb., 
besides  twenty-one  trout,  7 Jib.  On  June  10,  the 
anglers  out  included  Mr.  Leake,  Dr.  Wright, 
Romford,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bickersteth,  Major  Brookes, 
Rev.  D.  Vaudray  and  Miss  Vaudray.  Total  basket, 
118  trout,  491b.  On  June  11,  the  heaviest  take 
was  thirty-eight  trout,  161b.,  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bickersteth,  on  Fiag.  On  June  12,  a  number  of 
anglers  out.  Dr.  and  Miss  Wright,  on  Loch 
Merkland,  had  one  and  a  half  dozen  trout,  7  Jib., 
besides  a  ferox  of  6Jlb. — B. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). — 
Although  a  full  account  of  sport  cannot  be  given, 
the  following  items  will  give  an  idea  of  the  fine 
average  weight  of  trout  caught  on  Loch-na-Hudhe, 
Chains,  Clashfern,  Cromlechs,  and  other  waters. 
Messrs.  Little  (Kenley),  Thomson  (Fife),  Caw  (Glas- 
gow), Ramsden  (Yorks),  Marchant  (Kent),  WoUas- 
ton  (Buxton),  and  Graham  (London)  have  landed 
trout  averaging  within  a  fraction  of  1  lb.  each.— -B. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  Annan. — In  the  Kin- 
mount  water  above  Northfield  House  Mr.  Irving 
had  three  sea-trout  and  a  few  yellow  trout,  with 
worm,  on  June  13.  In  Sir  Robert  Buchanan 
Jardine's  portion  Mr.  John  Rae  had  a  fine 
sea-trout  of  31b.  with  small  day  fly,  and  one 
or  two  were  caught  in  Hoddom  Castle  water  with 
evening  fly.  Sport  has  been  disappointing  in  the 
upper  reaches  below  Moflat.  Sea-trout  are  not  so 
plentiful  in  the  higher  waters  as  yet.  Mr.  Boyd, 
Lochmaben,  had  one  of  1  Jib.  with  evening  fly,  and 
a  basket  of  yellow  trout.  Mr.  Johnstone  took  one 
sea- trout  of  1  Jib.  and  sixteen  yellow  trout  with  fly. 
A  visitor  had  fourteen  yellow  trout  and  one  sea- 
trout  of  1  lb  with  the  worm.  In  the  Moiuit  Annan 
water  Mr.  Andrew  Bell  had  a  number  of  sea-trout 
with  fly,  all  of  about  1  Jib.  each.  Mr.  J.  Laurie  had 
a  couple  of  sea-trout  with  worm.  Captain  Ewart 
had  a  few  yellow  trout  in  the  Everholm  water  with 
worm.  Mr.  Andrew  Bell,  flshing  the  Mount  Annan 
water  the  other  day,  had  the  first  herling  of  the 
season.  The  Nith  and  Cairn. — These  waters  are 
in  better  order  with  the  rainfall  of  June  13.  Mr. 
Wm.  Clark,  fishing  Mr.  Carruthers'  portion  of  Port- 
rack  of  the  Nith  on  June  11,  landed  one  sea-trout 
of  IJlb.  and  under  a  dozen  yellow  trout.  On 
June  13  Mr.  Clark  fished  the  Cairn  of  Dunscore 
and  caught  twenty  yellow  trout.  Mr.  Alex.  Pater- 
son, fishing  the  Cairn,  took  one  sea-trout  of  IJlb. 
and  half  a  dozen  yellow  trout.  In  the  Sanquhar 
portion  local  rods  had  a  few  trout.  One  rod  at 
Closeburn  had  a  couple  of  sea-trout.  The  Gallo- 
way Rivers. — ^The  rain  of  June  13  brought  the 
Stewartry  rivers  into  flood,  which  should  now  help 
sport,  which  has  been  somewhat  disappointing  for 
some  time.  A  number  of  rods  have  had  fair  sport 
on  Lochinvar  of  Dairy  with  fly.  The  Ayrshire 
Rivers  and  Lochs. — These  rivers  are  now  in 
better  order.  A  fair  number  of  anglers  have  been 
out  on  Loch  Doon.  Messrs.  Timpany  and  Ainsley 
flshed  from  the  Eglinton  Hotel  for  three  days  and 
caught  eighty-six  yellow  trout  with  fly.  iVIessrs. 
Macdonald  and  Young,  on  June  12,  caught  thirty. 
Other  rods  fimilar  baskets.  In  the  Solway  the 
nets  are  picking  up  good  sea-trout  up  to  61b.  each. 
— Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Aberlour).— The  river  is  now  in  fairly 
good  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  last  week, 
however,  was  rather  thundery  for  anglers.  On  the 
Aberlour  House  water  two  salmon  were  killed,  one 
of  61b.  on  June  8,  and  one  of  lOJlb.  on  June  10. 
^N.  L. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — The  river  and  weather  are 
both  very  suitable  for  Buccessful  sport,  but  salmon, 
if  in  the  river,  are  not  rising  to  the  lure  in  any 
numbers.  This  is  borne  out  by  the  fact  of  so  few 
fish  being  caught  on  the  coast  near  the  mouth  of 


the  river,  and  also  that  on  such  a  long  stretch  of 
fine  water  aa  is  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  McCorquodale, 
Advie,  only  a  dozen  fish  were  secured  last  week  by 
half  a  dozen  expert  anglers.  A  similar  state  of 
matters  exists  further  up  the  river,  which  some 
attribute  to  the  quantity  of  "grue"  coming  down 
the  river.  From  tho  Carron  House  water  Mr. 
J.  W.  H.  Grant  had  a  salmon  of  lOJlb.,  and  from 
Colonel  S.  Grant's  Laggan  House  (Carron)  water 
Mr.  H.  Cumming,  fisherman,  had  two  salmon  of 
101b.  and  141b.  From  the  Wester  Elchies  water, 
Mr.  W.  Duncan,  fisherman,  on  Monday,  had  two  of 
81b.  and  101b.,  and  on  June  10  one  of  101b.  On  the 
Easter  Elchies  water,  on  June  11,  Mr.  W.  Craik, 
fisherman,  had  a  salmon  of  81b.,  and  on  Mr.  Peto'a 
Rothes  water,  on  Tuesday,  Captain  Dunbar,  of 
Pitgaveny,  had  one  of  Sib.  On  the  Orton  House 
water  for  the  week  only  two  salmon  were  landed. 
—J.  M. 

Tongue  Hotel  (Sutherland,  N.B.). — On  June  5, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wigram,  Barnstaple,  on  Loch  Slam, 
eighteen  trout,  81b.  On  June  8,  Mr.  Wigram, 
seventeen,  81b.  On  June  9,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wigram, 
on  the  Kyle,  nine  sea-trout,  121b.  Since  then 
baskets  up  to  thirty-two  trout,  141b.,  have  been 
made  on  Lochs  Hacon,  Slam,  and  Craggie,  by 
Messrs.  Davis  and  party,  Mr.  Smith  and  party, 
and  other  anglers. — B. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
Thunder  spates  have  been  common  during  the  past 
week,  and  both  the  main  rivers — Tweed  and  Teviot 
— 'have  been  in  flood  since  Sunday.  Trouting  haa 
been  excellent,  but  there  has  been  little  salmon 
sport.  In  the  Kelso  district  takes  of  trout  have 
ranged  from  2  Jib.  to  41b.,  Mr.  James  Walker  having 
the  latter  weight  and  Mr.  John  Jackson  the  former. 
On  the  Leader  12 Jib.  of  trout  were  taken  by  Mr. 
John  Aitchison  with  May  Fly.  In  the  Galashiels 
district  baskets  of  from  Sib.  to  121b.  have  been  got, 
while  in  the  Lauder  and  Carlston  waters  also  good 
takes  have  been  had.  In  the  St.  Boswells  district 
of  the  Tweed  baskets  of  81b.  have  been  got, 
many  of  the  fish  being  1  lb.  each.  On  the  Cornhill 
water  Mr.  R.  Sprott  had  a  brace  of  trout  of  IJlb. 
each  and  one  grayling.  On  the  Lees  water,  Mr. 
Mr.  A.  D.  Cameron  killed  five  trout  of  21b.  weight, 
and  on  the  same  water  Mr.  James  Murray  had  a 
brace  of  grayling  of  1  lb.  each.  On  the  Whitadder, 
Mr.  Richard  Cowen  had  a  basket  of  lOflb. ;  Mr. 
James  A.  Pilmer,  9Jlb.  ;  Mr.  William  Redden,  91b. ; 
Mr.  William  Duff,  9|lb. ;  Mr.  G.  J.  Elliot,  7flb.  ; 
Mr.  W.  Purves,  81b.  ;  Mr.  A.  M.  Martin,  81b.  ;  Mr.  A. 
Blacklaw,  4Jlb.  ;  Mr.  J.  Ferguson,  41b. ;  Mr.  James 
Fair,  41b. ;  Mr.  Robert  Corve,  4Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Patrick 
Feeny,  2Jlb.  ;  Mr.  J.  Burns,  jun.,  31b.  ;  Mr.  John 
Whitehead,  2ilb. ;  Mr.  John  Ternent,  2ilh.  ;  Mr. 
James  Davidson,  21b.  ;  Mr.  Thomas  Veitch.  61b. ; 
Mr.  Peter  Paterson,  5Jlb. ;  Mr.  Archibald  Martin, 
4flb. ;  Mr.  W.  Fulton,  2Jlb. ;  Mr.  Thomas  Veitch, 
SJlb.,  and  one  of  21b.  In  the  Galashiels  district  of 
Tweed,  on  June  12,  a  local  angler  had  fifty  trout 
weighing  101b.  Other  anglers  had  as  follows  : — Mr.- 
William  Arthur,  71b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Davidson,  6Jlb. ;  Mr. 
Walter  Inglis,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Thomas  Wintrup,  4|lb. ; 
Mr.  James  Smalls,  4 Jib.  In  the  Selkirk  district  of 
tfie  Tweed  and  Ettrick  on  Saturday  Mr.  G.  Dobson 
had  61b.  ;  Mr.  W.  Kenoway,  6Jlb.  ;  Mr.  James  Hill, 
51b.  ;  Mr.  A.  E.  Stephenson,  2Jlb.  On  the  Kale 
and  other  streams  in  the  Morebattle  district  the 
takes  got  on  Saturday  were : — Mr.  George  Paterson, 
ISJlb. ;  Mr.  Adam  Armstrong,  11  Jib.  ;  Mr.  John 
Hawkins,  91b. ;  Mr.  Thomas  Young,  71b.  ;  Mr.  G. 
Scott,  6 Jib. ;  Mr.  James  Craig,  51b. ;  Mr.  George 
Fox,  Sib. ;  Mr.  Thomas  Gray,  21b. ;  Mr.  Geo.  Scott, 
81b. ;  Mr.  W.  Ovens,  Sib. ;  Mr.  O.  Fox,  81b. ;  Mr.  R. 
Welsh,  101b.  On  the  Eden,  in  Mr.  Furness'  water, 
a, -couple  of  Newcastle  anglers  landed  fourteen  trout 
between  them.  Mr.  Wakeford  and  friend  creeled 
over  a  score  of  trout  on  Tuesday  with  the  maggot. 
Mr.  Baker,  below  Kirkby  Stephen,  creeled  twenty- 
three  trout  in  two  days.  In  the  Wooler  district  of 
the  Coquet,  Mr.  Quick  and  a  friend  creeled  eleven 
fish  on  Monday.  In  the  Beamish,  Mr.  Hodgson 
had  five  on  Saturday  and  eight  on  Monday  ;  Mr. 
Foulds,  on  the  same  water  killed  three  fine  fish. 
On  the  Till,  Mr.  Walton  killed  five  trout  and  returned 
a  grayling.  Mr.  Swanston^hai  had  a  couple  of  nice 
baskets  above  Alwinton  ;  Mr.  Lindsay  had  a  dozen 
on  Monday,  one  weighing  IJlb.  ;  Mr.  Thompson, 
with  creeper,  had  a  basket  of  eighteen.  Near 
Rothbury  Mr.  Lawson  had  over  a  dozen,  and  below 
Thropton  a  local  angler  had  a  grand  basket  of 
trout.  Mr.  Beek  had  seven  on  Whit  Monday.  In 
the  Felon  stretch  Mr.  Gibson  had  nine  trout;  two 
anglers  from  Broomhill  had  each  about  a  dozen  ; 
Mr.  Ward,  five;  Mr.  Barbour,  41b.  ;  Mr.  Todd  killed 
some  good  fish.  On  Whittledean  Reservoirs  Mr. 
Brown  had  one  of  1  lb.  weight ;  Mr.  J.  Sharp,  on 
Tuesday,  had  six  fish  averaging  over  Jib.  each ;' 
Mr.  Pool  and  Mr.  Henderson,  three  ;  Mr.  Bell,  fi%'e  ; 
Mr.  Ward  had  four  in  an  hour.  In  the  Bellingham 
district  of  the  North  Tyne,  Mr.  Hedley  has  had 
some  Small  creels ;  Mr.  Laws  killed  three  trout  .on 
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CnSTfN  G  REEL 


A  d  va  i7ta  ges . 

•        Is  exbrer^elii  simple  in  use. 

jio  oyer- running. 
1      Will  ca&t  the  lightest. bait. 
i      Is  the  most  accurate  means  of  casting. 
I  y     The  act  of  casting  does  not  kink  the  line 
'  1     The  speed  oi  winding^  in  is  rapid. 

Canbeased  for  fishing  in  shallow  water, 
r  A-  ■  J^eeds  no  diagfama  as  to  position  oi  the  feet, 
j  (vi    Can  cast  irom  confined  positions, 

V,   Takes  the  utmost  possible  advantage     li^ht  line 
X  The  line  needs  no  guiding  when  winding  in, 
asltisaatomatically  spread  with  precision. 
Needs  no  lead  weights  oi?  the  trace . 
roficienGg.is  rapi4Ig  acquired. 


Th, 


BROCHORE  &  Price  L/st 

I  ,  on  application   to  ^^oD 

i-^GHT  C/fSTiNG  Reel  C?  Bradfo^^ 


SUIWIVIER  ANGLING 

Ail  the  best-known  Patterns  of  Norwegian,  Scotcii, 
and  Locii  Fiies  in  Steele  for  Sainton  and  Trout 

T H E  M U L T UmTn^PARV O  R O D , 2 1  / - 
THE  WHOLE  CANE  2=J0INT  TROUT  ROD 

well  balanced,  9  ft.  6  in.  and  10  ft.,  12/6. 

Manufacturers  of  the  famous  Blue  Mahoe,  Greenheart,  and 
Cane  Built  Rods  to  suit  all  purposes. 

TESTIMONIALS. 

„^         „  ^         .      ,  iJLENHHIM  GAUDBNS,  WlI.LESDRN  GUBEK,  JlffU/  2H. 

DEAR  Sliw,— I  received  tlierotl  all  safe,  ami  am  simi)ly  charmed  witli  it,  it  is  so  l.eaiitifiilly 
made  and  well  balanced.    I  shall  recommend  it  to  all  my  friends.    I  enclose  i  lic(|ue.      "  A.G." 

.,T>„.      o,  ..i      ^     .  ,  HrClI  HTUEHT,  HONITON,  jlfni/  14. 

Dear  Sirs,— After  trynig  your  rod  t>day  I  cannot  help  buying  it,  as  its  action  is  Ijeautiful. 

0GDEN7S1TF0RD 

Piiivitie  Gales,  Cheltenham. 

A  fine  display  of  their  Specialities  now  on  view— 
BUILDING  No.  3, 

FRANCO -BRITISH  EXHIBITION 

(Uxbridge  Road  Entrance). 

XilSrrS  FREE. 

NINE  GOL.D.   SILVER.  AND  OTHER  AWARDS. 


P.  D.  MALLOCH, 


SCOTT 
 PERTH. 


MANUFACTURER  OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION  OF  FISHING 
TACKLE  SUITABLE    FOR    ALL    FARTS   OF  THE  WORLD. 

Mall0Ch*S   New   Hods  in  two  joints,  all  greenheart,  for  Salmon,  very  light  and  powerful. 

The  New  "  Airylight  "  Trout  Rod,  in  two  joints,  for  flexibility,  balance,  and  lightness,  is  unsurpassed. 


MALLOCH'S  PATENT  CASTING  REEL 

The  only  Perfect  Casting  Eeel  for  Salmon,  Mahseer,  and  Trout,  and  all 
kinds  of  Coarse  Fishing.    Unsurpassed  for  long  distance  casting.  Simple 
and  easy  to  learn. 


MALLOCH'S  PATENT  FLY  CASE. 

For  Salmon,  Grilse,  Sea  Trout,  and  Eyed 
Flies  of  all  sizes.    Handy  and  compact.  Each 
fly  secured  by  neat  and  effective  arrangement. 
Large  assortment  of  sizes  to  choose  from. 


Malloeh*S  New  King-fisheP  Silk  Waterproof  Lines,  all  sizes,  single  and  double,  tapered  and 
level.    This  is  without  doubt  the  best  line  ever  produced. 

LARGEST  STOCK  IN  THE  KINGDOM  OF  FLIES  FOR  SALMON,  GRILSE,  SEA  TROUT  AND  LOCH  AND  RIVER  TROUT,  INCLUDING  MANY 
NEW  PATTERNS,  ALL  NEATLY  AND  BEAUTIFULLY  TIED.       New  Illustrated  Lists  free. 

Avsrarcleci   lO   Gold   axrci   otliex?   IVIeda-ls   fox>  Excellence   in   Fialring  Tstclxle. 

Telegrams:   MALLOCH,   PERTH.  Telephone   No.  31.  ' 
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Monday ;  Mr.  Buckland,  on  Monday,  had  nine 
trout.  On  Edsdora  Burn  Mr.  Farr  had  a  fine 
basket  of  trout  with  fly  ;  Mr.  E.  C.  Frost  had  a 
dozen  above  Woodburn  ;  Mr.  Armstrong  had  eleven 
on  Monday ;  on  the  Swale,  above  Richmond,  Mr. 
Thompson  aecured  fifteen  trout. — Maxwheel. 

Ullapool  (Caledonian  Hotel). — On  June  6,  Mr. 
Hawkins,  London,  on  Hill  Loch,  twenty-aix  trout, 
101b.;  on  June  8,  thirty-eight,  111b.;  and  on 
June  9,  thirty -six,  101b. ;  Mr.  Blakey  Holt,  Man- 
chester, twenty-four,  61b. ;  and  Mr.  J.  Erskin, 
Bristol,  on  river,  six,  31b.  On  June  10,  Mr.  Blakey 
Holt,  on  Long  Loch,  twelve  trout,  51b.  ;  Mr. 
Hawkins,  on  Small  Loch,  seven,  2ilb. ;  and  Mr. 
J.  Erskin,  on  river,  three,  1  |lb.  On  June  11,  Mr. 
Hawkins,  on  Hill  Loch,  twenty-nine  trout,  91b.  On 
June  12,  Mr.  Blakey  Holt,  on  Hill  Loch,  twenty 
trout,  91b. — Geo.  Moebison. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  (Eilrea).  —  Cold  south-westerly  winds 
and  showers  of  sleet  and  rain  continued  during  the 
week,  and  a  succession  of  freshets  came  down  the 
tributaries,  the  Maine,  Moyola,  Blackwater  and 
Ballinderry  containing  enough  water  for  salmon  to 
ascend  their  lower  reaches.  The  Bann  rose 
four  inches  and  was  a  little  discoloured ;  how- 
ever, catches  continued  being  had  on  the  fly  on  all 
the  sections.  Salmon,  which  were  beginning  to  con- 
gregate on  the  Caronroe  stretch,  passed  over  the 
weir,  and  a  run  of  grilse  have  taken  their  place. 
Trout  are  taking  sedges,  which  recently  have  become 
plentiful,  and  baskets  were  made  on  Wiokhams, 
Greenwells,  and  Dark  Olives.  Messrs.  H.  T.  and  C. 
W.  Henderson  have  caught  twenty-one  salmon  and 
grilse  of  41b.,  4J:lb.,  6ilb.,  71b.,  SJlb.,  8^1b.,  9.Vlb., 
lO^lb.,  111b..  111b.,  111b..  111b.,  121b.,  12|lb., 
i:!lb.,  141b.,  141b.,  141b.,  141b.,  14ilb.,  and  IS^lb. 
at  Caronroe.  Colonel  Dodd,  one  salmon,  8|lb. ; 
Mr.  Taucett,  one,  10|lb. ;  Mr.  H.  J.  Wallace,  one, 
SUb.  ;  Mr.  Murray,  one,  SJlb.  ;  and  Mr.  J.  R.  T. 
Mulholland,  one,  14|lb.,at  Kilrea. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — After  raining  almost 
continually  for  four  days,  the  majority  of  the  rivers 
were  too  high  to  fish  with  the  fly.  Bait  fishers  did 
well  on  the  Crossgar,  Lagan,  Sixmilewater,  and 
other  rivers ;  and  the  small  rivers,  such  as  the 
Clady,  Glenavy  and  Crumlin,  furnished  scores  of 
small  trout.  At  Woodburn,  the  best  recorded 
basket  was  one  of  seventeen  trout,  best  fish,  S^b. 
At  Lough  Mourne  sport  was  dull,  and  a  few  fish  up 
to  3Jlb.  were  killed  on  the  minnow  and  fly. — J.A.B. 

Carag'h  Iiake  (co.  Kerry). — Rain  has  fallen 
and  sport  has  improved,  but  only  a  few  salmon  have 
been  had  so  far.  Brown  trout  fishing  has  been  good, 
and  a  few  sea-trout  have  been  had. — ^T.  J.  D. 

Cummeragfh  and  Inny  (co.  Kerry). — Sport  has 
been  good  on  the  Inny  at  brown  trout,  and  many 
fine  sea- trout  have  been  had.  Salmon  and  sea- 
trout  are  now  numerous  in  the  Cummeragh. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Brue  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — During 
the  past  week  there  were  thirteen  salmon  and  grilse 
landed  on  the  Erne,  amongst  eight  rods,  as  follows : 
Colonel  E.  A.  Hughes  landed  two,  5lb.  and 
71b.;  Mr.  Wilson,  three,  161b.,  81b.,  and  71b.; 
Captain  Auchenleck,  three,  161b.,  61b.,  and  4^1b.  ; 
Mr.  Johnston,  two,  21  lb.  and  171b. ;  Lieut. 
Crawford,  one  on  a  trout  fly,  51b. ;  Captain  and 
Mr.  Denis  Bates,  two,  161b.  and  51b.  The  other 
rods  were  all  blank  for  the  week. — .James  Rogan. 

Glencar  (co.  Kerry). — Salmon  are  no\y  taking 
better  on  the  river  here.  On  Loughs  Cloon  and 
Coosh  brown  trout  have  furnished  good  sport. 
Waters  now  in  good  angling  order  after  rain. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Killarney. — ^The  weather  has  improved  from  an 
angling  point  of  view,  and  sport  has  been  generally 
good  with  salmon  on  the  Laune  and  on  the  lakes. 
Brown  trout  fishing  continues  good. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Arrow  (Boyle). — Dapping  on  this  lake 
during  the  past  week  did  not  quite  come  up  to 
expectations,  and  was  generally  poor  owing 
to  the  weather.  Three  days  flat  calm  and  then  a 
gale  !  There  was  a  good  rise  of  fly,  which  still 
continues,  and  the  best  rise  of  trout  was  on  Satur- 
day when  they  were  taking  the  Spent  Gnat  and 
would  not  look  at  a  green  fly.  On  June  2  Mr. 
Toomey  had  two,  SJlb.,  l|lb.  On  June  3,  Mr. 
Bourne  one,  2|lb. ;  Colonel  Hewat  one,  2  Jib.  ;  Mrs. 
Todd  two,  2pb.,  1  lb. ;  Mr.  Toomey  two.  51b.,  Iflb.  ; 
Dr.  Burrows  one,  31b.  On  June  4.  Mr.  Bourne  two, 
6lb  ,11b.;  Mr.  Todd  two,  SJlb.,  SJlb. ;  Dr.  Burrows 
one,  1  lb. ;  Mr.  Bertram  Arkwright  three,  41b.,  SJlb., 
^SJlb.  ;  Mr.  Toomey  eight,  61b.,  4lb.,  31b.,  2|lb., 
2^lh.,  IJlb.,  Ulb.,  lib.  On  June  5,  Mr.  Bourne 
three,  41b.,  2ilb.,  21b.;  Mr.  Toomey  five,  2ilb., 
241b.,  21b.,  IJlb.,  lib.;  Colonel  Hewat  one,  241b.; 
Dr.  Lumsdon  one,  1  Jib. ;  Dr.  Pringle  one,  3 Jib. 
On  June  6,  Drs.  Pringle  and  Harvey  four,  5 Jib., 
3Jlb.,  31b.,  IJlb.  ;  Dr.  Todd  four,  3ilb.,  2Jlb.,  IJlb., 
lib.;  Colonel  Hewat,  one,  Iflb.  ;  Mr.  Crieg  two, 
31b.,  1  lb. ;  Mr.  Toomey  four,  SJlb.,  3ilb.,  31b.,  1  lb. 
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On  June  7,  Mr.  Bourne  one,  31b.;  Mr.  Arkwright 
one,  I  Jlb. ;  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Todd  five,  31b.,  2Jlb., 
2Jlb.,  IJlb.,  lib.;  Mr.  Pellans  one,  IJlb.,  Dr. 
Lumsdon  two,  6Jlb.,  1  lb. ;  Dr.  Pringle  one,  21b. ; 
B.  Sweeny  two,  4Jlb.,  4ilb. ;  J.  Gunny  one,  31b. 
On  June  8,  Dr.  Todd  two,  2ilb.,  2 Jib. ;  Dr.  Harvey 
one  beautiful  fish  of  5lb.  ;  Dr.  Lumsdon  one,  21b.  ; 
Mr.  David  one,  21b.  On  June  9,  Mr.  Bourne  one, 
41b.  ;  Mr.  Crieg  one,  1  Jib.  ;  Mrs.  Todd  one,  1  lb, — 

G.  ACHESON. 

Iiough  Cnrrane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 

Sea- trout  fishing  is  giving  better  sport,  the  best 
basket  being  one  of  six  fish,  121b.,  had  on  one  day 
by  Mr.  E.  B.  Tranfield.  Other  anglers  out  had 
from  two  to  three  fish  occasionally.  Only  two 
salmon  were  got,  one  of  10 Jib.  by  Mr.  Mason  and 
one  of  8Jlb.  by  Tom  Sullivan.  Brown  trout  have 
afforded  generally  good  sport,  the  best  basket  being 
one  of  121b.  (eighteen  fish).  Salmon,  peal,  and  sea- 
trout  are  again  arriving.    Prospects  better. — T.  J.  D. 

Iiough  Mask  (Clonbur).^ — Catches  brought  into 
Kilbride  Lodge  during  the  past  week : — Colonel 
J.  E.  Foster,  on  June  8,  six  trout,  71b.  ;  on  June  9, 
four,  4|lb.  ;  on  June  10,  two,  21b. ;  on  June  11,  two, 
41b. ;  on  June  12,  one,  IJlb.  Dr.  Davey,  on  June  8, 
ten,  81b.  ;  on  June  9,  seven,  91b.  ;  on  June  10,  three, 
3 Jib. ;  on  June  11,  five,  61b.  Mr.  Mackay,  on  June  9, 
fourteen,  141b. ;  on  June  10,  four,  3  Jib. ;  on  June  11, 
seventeen,  161b.;  on  June  12,  eleven,  14Jlb. ;  on 
June  13,  three,  4Jlb. ;  on  June  14,  ten,  121b.  The 
above  catches  were  taken  on  artificial  fly  and  dap. 

— P.  SUJIMEBVTLLE. 

InOVLgh.  Melvin. — During  the  past  week  some 
fine  trouting  was  obtained,  and  the  anglers  out  on 
all  parts  of  the  lake  enjoyed  good  sport.  Mr. 
Wilkinson  and  friend  took  a  nice  basket  containing 
over  twenty  trout  weighing  141b.,  on  June  10,  and 
numerous  other  catches  of  similar  weights  were 
taken.  Mr.  John  Sweeny  took  the  largest  trout 
fly  fishing,  a  fine  gillaroo  of  over  31b.  Mr.  A.  Currie 
took  a  grilse  51b.,  and  Mr.  W.  Kelly  one  of  71b., 
and  sport  at  time  of  writing  continues  good  on  the 
lake.  On  Lough  Erne  May  Fly  anglers  continue  to 
have  fair  sport. — Jajies  Rogan. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Sport  has  shown  fiu-ther  improvement.  On  Dre- 
nane,  a  btisket  of  thirty-two  brown  trout ;  on 
Cummeravanig,  one  of  thirty-seven ;  on  Cooma- 
voher,  one  of  forty  ;  on  Coomcatcim,  one  of  thirty- 
nine  ;  and  on  Filealougha,  one  of  twenty-eight. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Mourne    (Newtownstewart,    co.  Tyrone).-;— 

The  heavy  floods  have  brought  the  salmon  up  in 
fair  numbers  as  far  as  Newtownstewart,  and  as  the 
river  is  getting  into  excellent  form,  sport  ma}'  be 
looked  forward  to  in  the  coming  week.  A  spate  at 
this  season  of  the  year  is  one  of  the  most  beneficial 
things  that  can  happen  on  this  river,  as  it  ensures  a 
stock  of  fish  for  the  months  of  July  and  August. 
White  trout  are  also  reported,  and  some  have  been 
killed  already. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Fishing  on  the  river 
was  poor  owing  to  heavy  rain  during  the  last  few 
days,  but  there  is  a  good  number  of  fish  on  the 
upper  and  lower  reaches,  and  good  fishing  is 
expected  as  soon  as  the  water  clears.  Lough  Conn 
fished  well  during  the  last  week,  a  good  number  of 
fish  being  taken  on  fly  and  minnow  at  all  the 
lodges,  and  good  fishing  is  expected  during  the  next 
few  weeks  as  the  fish  are  coming  in  very  plentifully. 
— John  Deveks. 


The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's  Cabinet  of  Devices,  orFowto 
Tie  Trout  and  Grayling  FLrss.— Can  be  had  post  fiee  for  2/3 
in  stamps  fi'om  the  Manager  of  the  Fuhiitg  Gazette,  19,  Adam- 
street,  Adelphi,  Strand,  Loudon,  W.C  Second  Edition.  By 
H.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  'The  best  book  ever 
written  on  the  avbiect."— Fishing  Gazette. 


Moy  (Loughs  Conn  and  CuUen,  Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — River  just  now  getting  into  nice  order  for 
the  fly  after  the  heavy  rain.  Mr.  Scroop,  two 
salmon,  8lb.  and  91b.,  and  one  grilse,  41b.  ;  Mr. 
Kempsey,  two  salmon,  61b.  and  91b.,  two  grilse,  3lb. 
and  4lb.,  and  Koveral  good  trout;  Mr.  Moylettes, 
one  salmon,  11  lb.  ;  Mr.  Belhouse,  two  salmon,  9ll(. 
and  101b.;  Mr.  Chambers,  one  grilse,  3lb. ;  Captain 
Johnson,  one  salmon,  1 1  lb.,  and  one  grilse,  -41b. ; 
Dr.  Smith,  two  grilse,  41b.  and  51b. ;  Mr.  .John 
Mackey,  one  salmon,  91b.  ;  Mr.  O'Reilly,  one  salmon, 
141b.  The  river  and  loughs  are  just  now  getting 
into  nice  order,  and  sport  should  improve  as  there 
are  lots  of  salmon  and  grilse  in  the  pools.  Sea-trout 
anglers  are  having  nice  sport. — Pat  Hbabns. 

North  Kerry  Rivers. — Sport  has  shown  an 
improvement  as  far  as  salmon  are  concerned,  but 
sea-trout  fishing  continues  backward.  The  Teale  is 
now  in  good  angling  order. — T.  J.  D. 

Oughterard  (Murphy's  Hotel). — The  following 
catches  of  brown  trout  have  been  made  by  visitors 
staying  at  above  hotel  during  the  week.  Some  of 
the  days  being  rather  rough  on  Lough  Corrib  tlie 
anglers  could  not  fish  out  the  day,  or  even  better 
catches  would  be  recorded.  June  5,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
H.  N.  P.  Shawe,  eight  trout,  lOJIb.  ;  June  0,  nine, 
12Jlb. ;  .June  7,  sixteen,  18Jlb. ;  June  8,  eighteen, 
211b.;  June  9,  fourteen,  18Jlb. ;  June  10,  thirteen, 
20ilb.  Mr.  Fulton,  Jime  5,  seven,  101b.  ;  June  6, 
six,  8Jlb.  ;  June  7,  thirteen,  15Jlb. ;  June  8,  nine, 
121b.;  June  9,  seven,  91b.;  June  10,  nine,  131b.; 
June  11,  seventeen,  19lb.  General  Manders  and 
Captain  Wilkinson,  R.A.,  June  5,  nine,  1 1  Jib.  ; 
June  6,  eighteen,  21  lb. ;  Jime  7,  fourteen,  )7Jlb. ; 
June  8,  eleven,  15lb.  ;  Jime  9,  seventeen,  24.U  -. ; 
June  10,  eighteen,  231b.  ;  June  11,  fourteen,  lojlb. 
Major  and  Capt.  Kelly,  June  5,  four,  5. ',1b. ;  Juno  6, 
eight,  101b.;  June  7,  twelve,  4Jlb. ;  June  8,  9ill). ; 
June  9,  ten,  HJlb.  ;  June  10,  nine,  11  Jib. ;  June  11, 
eight,  12lb.  Dr.  Reynolds,  June  5,  six.  8lb. ; 
Jime  6,  91b. ;  June  7,  four,  51b.  ;  June  8,  nine, 
11  Jib. ;  June  10,  seven,  8ilb. ;  June  11,  si.v,  72lb. 
Mr"  Bailey  and  Dr.  Reynolds,  June  5,  eight,  10]lb. ; 
June  6,  ten,  ll  jlb.  ;  June  7,  fourteen,  13.ilb.  ; 
June  8,  eighteen,  21  ^4b.  ;  June  9,  seventeen,  19lb. ; 
June  10,  fourteen,  17ilb.  ;  June  11,  twenty-one, 
231b.  Mr.  Sinclair  Scott,  June  5,  six,  7|lb.  ;  June  6, 
nine,  12|lb. ;  June  7,  eleven,  18|lb.  ;  .June  8,  four- 
teen, 17Jlb. ;  June  9,  seventeen,  21  lb.;  June  10, 
thirtean,  14Jlb. ;  June  11,  eleven,  12|lb.  Mr. 
Shprm^n  and  Mr.  Blake  Wesher,  June  5,  ten, 
14lb. ;  .June  6,  sixteen,  171b.;  June  7,  eighteen, 
221b.  ;  June  8,  twenty-four,  28Jlb. ;  June  9, 
twenty-one,  23Jlb.  ;  June  10,  sixteen,  181b.; 
June  11,  twenty-one,  24lb.  Mr.  March,  .June  5, 
nine,  lljlb.  ;  June  6,  nine,  lOJlb. ;  .June  7, 
seventeen,  22Jlb. ;  June  8,  eleven,  141b.;  June  9, 
sixteen,  19Jlb. ;  June  10,  fourteen,  211b.  ;  June  11, 
seventeen,  241b.  Mr.  and  Miss  Du  Croy,  June  8, 
five,  7JIb.  ;  June  9,  ten,  13Jlb. ;  June  10,  seven, 
8Jlb. ;  "June  11,  six,  lOlb.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swan, 
June  11,  eight,  lOi-lb. ;  June  12,  fourteen,  17Jlb. 

Pontoon  (Anglers'  Hotel).— Catches  for  past 
week  :— On  June  10,  Mr.  S.  S.  Mossop,  six  trout, 
largest,  2 Jib. ;  one  pike,  81b.;  on  June  II,  one 
salmon,  121b.,  and  two  trout;  last  day,  June  12, 
only  fished  two  hours,  day  bad,  one  trout,  31b. 
On  June  10,  Mr.  Garrett,  two  trout,  1  lb.  each,  four 
pike,  largest,  81b. ;  on  June  11,  six  trout,  21b.  each, 
two  pike,  51b.  each;  on  June  12,  five  trout,  21b. 
each,  five  pike,  largest,  141b.  (last  day).  On  .June  12. 
Dr.  Dilcham,  one  salmon,  141b.,  two  trout,  four 
pike.  Gril-e  are  coming  on  to  loughs  in  good 
numbers. — P.  Heaiy. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Pollack  fishers  had  good  sport 
up  to  June  15,  when  bad  weather  put  a  stop  to 
fishing.  Bass  are  now  numerous  off  the  mouths  of 
the  Keem-oe  and  Inny  rivers. — T.  J.  D. 

Ballycotton. — Good  sport  has  been  had  here 
during  the  week,  but,  owing  to  rough  weather, 
fishing  has  been  stopped. — T.  J.  D. 

Brighton. — Very  little  doing  during  the  past  week, 
owing  to  rough,  choppy,  and  lumpy  seas.  I  saw 
the  first  "  school  "  of  mackerel  of  this  season  pass 
by  last  evening  at  8  o'clock,  and  that  only  a  small 
one,  going  from  west  to  east,  about  a  mile  from  the 
shore.  At  time  of  writing  (June  17)  the  sea  is 
moderate,  and  wind  in  the  west. — H. 

Brighton. — Owjng  to  high  winds  and  rough  sea, 
anglers  have  been  unable  to  get  to  try  for  the  bream. 
Doubtless,  by  this  time,  the  large  ones  have  left  this 
neighbourhood.  The  season  for  bass  and  pollack 
has  now  fairly  commenced,  and  anglers,  fishing 
early  and  late,  have  been  rewarded  with  sport.  On 
June  18,  Mr.  C.  Grevatt,  fishing  oft'  the  beach  (in 
the  evening),  landed  a  bass,  o^lb.,  and  several 
small  ones  on  June  14.  Anglers,  fishing  from  the 
Palace  Pier,  have  had  fair  sport  on  J une  14,  Mr.  J. 
Allingham,  of  London,  four  bass  41b.,  31b.,  2Jlb., 
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BEWARE 


of  People  assuming:  and  tradinfif  in  tlie  name 
of  Ogrden.  AYOID  disappointment  by 
dealing  at  the  old-established  shop. 


JAMES  OGDEN 


Durham  Rahcer 


PRACTICAL  ANGLER,  AND  MANUFACTURER  OF 
EVERY  DESCRIPTION  OF  FISHING  TACKLE. 


Maker  of  HIgh'ClasB  Salmon,  Grilse^  and  Trout  Rods, 


JeeK  Sears 


The  Best  and  most  Artistic  Fly  Dressers  known  are  in  the  employ  of  JAMES  OQDEN. 

Jas.  Ogden's  "Multmn  in  Parvo"  Fly  Rod,  21/- 

A  BETTER  FLY  ROD  IS  BEYOND  THE  ART  OF  ROD  MAKING.   SENT  ON  APPROVAL  FOR  INSPECTION. 

IMPORTANT  CAUTION. 

The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  i/n  the  Fishing  Tackle  Business 
Telephone  27Y5.  Cheltenham.  Telegrams:  "James  Ogden." 


Trout  Fishing 

FORTY  MINUTES  FROM  LONDON. 
ONE  OR  TWO  RODS  TO  LET. 
SEVEN  MILES  OF  STREAM,  PERHAPS  AS 
WELL  STOCKED  AS  ANY  IN  ENGLAND. 
ALL  FISHABLE. 

TROUT  AVERAGE  NEARLYONE  POUND. 

Comfortable  Quarters  close  to  water. 
For  particulars  apply  to   "  MANAGER," 
ICKLEFORD  FISHERY,  HITCHIN,  HERTS. 


PeBmorvlna  and  Walmrppooflna 
BOOTS,  LEGGINGS, 

Fishing  Lines, 
HARNESS,  SADDLERY, 

MACHINE  BELTING, 
MOTOR  CLUTCHES, 

and 

all  kinds  of  leather  articles. 


NO  "RUBBINQ  IN"  REQUIRED. 

The  only  Leather  Oil  used  in 
the  German  Army. 

IN   TINS,  WITH    BRUSH   COMPLETE     k    *,*  *  */"  or 

 f    1/3,^/4  &  4-/6,  post  -free. 

To  he  had  of  all  Dealers,  or  direct  from— 
The  R/^arS  Oil    (F)  CO.|  10  &  12,  MUton  St.,  LONDON,  E.G. 


J.  E.  MILLER, 

NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  DEPOT,  19,  New  Station  St„  LEEDS. 


'XELBGRAMS:  "  PISCATOR,  LEEDS." 


Tblephone  :  No.  2601. 


SPENT  MAY  FLIES. 


HALFORD 
PATTERNS, 
4/6 

per  doz. 

VERY  KILLING. 


HAMPSHIRE 
PATTERNS, 
4/6 

per  doz. 

VERY  KILLING. 


BUSTARDS  AND  MIDGES 

FOR  EVENING  FISHING. 

BROWN,  WHITE,  YELLOW,  RED  BUSTARDS,  2/-  per  doz 
MILLER'S  FAR-FAMED  MIDGES  are  killing  in  all  rivers  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  2/-  per  doz. 

BECK  WHITE  MOTHsTSpecial,  3/6  per  dor. 

CHUB  AND  DACE  FLIES 

IN  GREAT  VARIETY. 

CHUB,  2/6  per  doz.  MILLER'S  DACE  FLIES,  2/-  per  doz. 

HAIB  FLY  CASTST^-  each. 
FLIES  ON  HAIR,  GUT,  EYED-HOOKS,  I/O  per  doz. 

THE  "WEE"  CHAPMAN^^ 

For  Spinning  a  Small  Minnow 
in  low,  clear  water. 

Price,  with  5  trebles  as  sketch,  1/6. 
,.    3      „  1/3. 

VIRITE  FOR  ILLUSTRATED  LIST,  POST  FREE. 
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and  IJlb. ;  Mr.  Brown,  on  June  15,  one  bass,  61b., 
one  pollack,  S^lb. ;  June  16,  two  baaa,  ,3^1b.  and 
31b.,  oae  pollack,  31b.  The  bass  captured  at  New- 
haven  are  fairly  numerous,  and  of  good  size. — 
W.  C.  F.  GiiXAM. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry). — Boat  anglers  and 
rock-fishers  have  had  good  sport  at  pollack.  At 
time  of  writing  the  sea  is  very  rough  and  fishing  at 
a  standstill.— T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — Owing  to  the  strong  spring  tides  and  fresh 
^inds  nothing  in  the  way  of  fishing  has  been  done 
inside  Goodwin  lately,  but  those  that  have  fished 
inside  on  the  rocks  have  had  fair  takes  of  codling 
and  a  few  uss-dogs. — Edward  Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Local  pier  angling  is  still 
painfully  slow,  though  followed  daily  with  avidity 
by  local  and  visiting  anglers  of  both  sexes.  Scarcely 
a  pollack  has  been  seen  during  the  present  week, 
flat  fish  have  been  rarely  taken,  and  codling 
have  been  caught  in  very  limited  numbers.  An 
occasional  rig  has  afforded  pleasure  to  the  fortunate 
captors,  and  pouting  have  at  times  been  creeled 
somewhat  freely.  Mr.  Band  made  a  decent  mixed 
bag  on  Saturday,  June  13,  and  on  the  following  day 
Mr.  Hyland  and  Mr.  Rose  each  captured  a  few 
nursedoga  and  flatfish.  The  anglers  on  Monday, 
June  15,  comprised  Miss  Morgan,  Miss  Clarke, 
Miss  W.  Clark,  Mrs.  Sard,  and  Messrs.  S. 
Batchelor,  R.  P.  Richardson,  Morgan,  Stock, 
Turner,  Dodd,  Avery,  Hannon,  Sard,  and  Crow- 
hurst.  Four  rigs  ranging  in  weight  between  2  Jib. 
and  4Jlb.  constituted  the  major  portion  of  the  day's 
catch.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sard,  Mr.  P.  C.  Edgar,  Mr. 
Band,  and  Mr.  Hall  each  took  a  few  fish  on  Tuesday 
(June  16),  but  matters  ruled  very  slow  all  day,  and 
on  Wednesday  no  improvement  whatever  was 
witnessed,  though  conditions  of  wind  and  water 
were  favourable. — J.  Richardson. 

Falmouth. — Fine  weather.  Fishing  still  con- 
tinues to  be  good.  Some  heavy  pollack  were  taken 
round  the  Manacles  weighing  up  to  141b.  Mr.  Mead, 
Mr.  Francis  and  Mr.  Hill  had  good  sport  off  the 
Black  Head,  and  others  have  been  successful  in  the 
harbour  and  off  the  Castle  Point.  The  Swanpool 
still  continues  to  fish  well,  eighteen  grey  mullet 
falling  to  one  rod  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours.  The 
Pilot  Association  have  adopted  the  new  life-saving 
waistcoat,  reported  on  in  last  week's  issue,  thirty- 
two  having  been  ordered  by  them.  No  sea  fisher- 
man should  be  without  one. — H.  H.  Read. 

rowey  (Cornwall).— We  are  having  glorious 
summer  weather,  and  the  fishing  is  fairly  good. 
Good  pollack  fishing  in  the  harbour,  running  from 
21b.  to  71b.  in  weight,  as  well  as  bass.  The  larger 
pollack  in  the  deep  water  have  not  j'et  arrived. — -H. 

Heme  Bay. — Good  sport  was  hsid  from  the 
pier  of  an  evening  last  week,  the  total  fish  landed 
being  about  fifty  bass,  heaviest  fish  4c^lh.  The 
majority,  were  small  flat  fish,  and  eels  were  not 
so  plentiful,  the  water  being  very  clear. — E.  F. 
Wheeler. 

Newlyn  (Cornwall). — Rod  and  hne  fishing  has 
begun  in  real  earnest  from  the  pier  heads  and  in  the 
bay.  Good  sport  during  the  past  week  by  boat 
anglers  with  bream  and  pollack.  Weather  fine, 
wind  in  S.W.— H. 

Plymouth. — Fishing  is  still  improving,  and  the 
weather  seems  to  be  settled  fine.  The  bass  are  here 
and  all  over  the  place.  At  Bantham  they  are 
taking  them  from  the  shore  on  the  beach  by  casting 
w  th  a  salmon  rod  and  india-rubber  sand-eel  or 
"  Challenger  "  bait.  Some  of  the  fish  were  over  81b. 
Off  the  rocks  at  Whitsand  Bay  they  are  also  taking 
them  in  good  numbers,  One  of  our  fishermen  had 
nineteen  on  Tuesday,  the  largest  weighing  6|lb.  and 
the  smallest  3Jlb.,  all  nice  fish.  In  the  Hamoaze 
they  are  plentiful,  and  several  of  71b.  and  over  have 
been  caught,  whilst  at  Beer  Ferrers  they  are  very 
thick  and  giving  good  sport  with  fly  rods.  Pollack 
seem  very  numerous.  A  friend,  with  one  of  my 
fishermen,  took  five  dozen  nice  fish  off  Bovisand 
one  day  last  week.  These  fish  are  also  at  the  East 
Winter  Buoy  and  Breakwater.  Mackerel  are  biting 
well,  and  the  regular  as  well  as  the  amateur  is 
haying  a  good  time  with  them.  A  friend  fishing 
outside  the  Breakwater  had  eleven  dozen,  and  one 
of  my  men  brought  in  290  nice  ones  on  Tuesday. 
I  have  just  heard  that  the  bass  are  present  in  great 
numbers  off  the  rocks  underneath  the  Hoe,  and 
they  are  being  caught  from  the  Promenade  Pier 
and  also  casting  off  the  rocks  near  the  bathing 
places. — William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Scarborougli. — ^There  are  now  (June  15)  plenty  of 
dabs,  silver  whiting,  gurnard,  and  flat  fish  in  the  bay, 
and  good  sport  is  being  had  by  boat  anglers  and  by 
fishing  off  the  piers,  either  by  rod  or  line. — H. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — Pollack  anglers  have 
had  from  twenty  to  thirty  fish  daily,  averaging 
about  161b.  Owing  to  a  rough  sea  fishing  has  to  be 
given  up  for  the  present.— T.  J.  D. 

Weymouth. — Some  excellent  sport  has  been 
enjoyed  this  past  week,  and  the  best  place,  I  think, 
has  been  off  the  beach  at  Preston.  Nearly  everyone 


fishing  there  has  had  good  baskets,  mostly  bass. 
Mr.  S.  C.  C.  Green,  a  visitor,  had  bass,  71b.  2oz., 
31b.  4oz.,  1  lb.  12oz.,  and  a  wrasse,  1  lb.  6oz. ;  Mr. 
King,  bass,  51b.  4oz.,  wrasse,  21b,  4oz.'  On  Monday, 
Messrs.  Schramm  and  Matthews,  of  London,  landed 
five  fish,  weighing  22Jlb.,  namely,  bass,  71b.,  61b.8oz., 
and  three  fish  of  31b.  each,  a  good  evening's  sport. 
Major  Seymour,  took  a  nice  bass  of  71b.  on  Tuesday 
evening,  while  several  others  have  had  small  ones. 
Ferry  Bridge  has  been  fairly  productive,  but 
mostly  small  fish,  except  a  bass  of  l^lh.  which  was 
taken  by  Mr.  Gummer,  of  Wyke.  Boat  fishing  is 
good,  splendid  baskets  of  pouting,  conger  and  skate 
being  taken  by  our  local  anglers.  Mr.  D.  Wallis, 
fishing  the  north  shore  on  Saturday  last,  landed  a 
conger  of  171b.,  and  measuring  5Jft.  in  length. — 
Chas,  J.  RtrssBLL  (W.A.A.). 


Jlssociafions,  etc. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  cojpy  must  arrive  not 
later  them  Wednesday  evening's  ;po8t. 


City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
A  capital  meeting  was  held  at  Masons'  Hall 
Tavern,  on  Tuesday,  June  16,  Mr.  G.  W.  Thompson 
presiding.  Among  the  fishing  reports  were  the 
following:  Mr.  Bayes,  dace  ;  Mr.  Green,  dace;  Mr. 
Canton,  roach  up  to  15oz.  ;  Messrs.  Isa,acs  and 
Mellersh,  perch,  a  good  trout  barely  escaping ;  Mr. 
Merritt,  trout  and  chub,  up  to  2  Jib.  ;  Mr.  Higgs, 
eels  and  jack;  whilst  Mr.  W.  E.  Phillips  showed 
a  nice  tench  of  nearly  31b.  In  the  course  of  the 
business  letters  were  read  from  Mr.  F.  B.  Mildmay, 
M.P.,  president  of  the  society,  and  also  from  Mr. 

C.  H.'  Cook  ("  John  Bickerdyke  "),  a  vice-president, 
supporting  and  commending  the  society's  action 
re  the  Port  of  London  Bill  now  before  Parliament, 
which,  unless  considerably  amended.  wOl,  if  any- 
thing, instead  of  improving  the  position,  be  very 
detrimental  to  anglers  on  the  upper  reaches  of  that 
all  important  river  to  Londoners — the  Thames.  A 
gentleman  previously  proposed  was  balloted  for 
and  duly  elected.  It  is  proposed  that  on  Saturday, 
June  27,  a  special  outing  is  to  be  arranged,  instead 
of  the  item  which  at  present  appears  upon  the  list 
of  meetings.  Definite  arrangements  will  be  made 
at  the  next  meeting  on  Tuesday,  June  23.  After 
various  discussions  upon  several  piscatorial  sub- 
jects, the  usual  C.L.P.S.  toast  and  a  cordial  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chairman  brought  a  busy  meeting  to 
a  close.  Members  who  have  not  yet  given  notice 
to  the  hon.  sec.  as  regards  the  railway  privilege 
tickets  should  at  once  do  so,  sending  a  remittance 
of  Is.  Id.  for  "  Central"  ticket,  or  2s.  for  that  of  the 
Anglers'  Association. — Hon.  Sec. 

Clarence  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  Sid  Lewis  presided  on  Tuesday  last.  The 
fir.it  outing  and  competition  of  the  season  will  take 
place  on  Sunday  next,  Juue21,  at  Staines  Moor. 
Our  usual  rules  govern  this  competition.  Several 
prizes  are  listed  including  that  of  Messrs.  Dent  and 
Ganten.  Leave  Paddington  by  the  8.38  a.m.  tram. 
Fishing  at  10  a.m    The  cup  presented  by  Messrs. 

D.  Curtis  and  H.  N.  Wyatt  will  be  awarded  to  the 
member  weighing  in  the  greatest  number  of  speci- 
men fish.  Messrs.  R.  Jacobs  and  C.  Franco's  prize 
will  be  presented  for  the  second  best  show.  Fully 
a  dozen  of  our  members  will  avail  themselves  of 
the  kind  invitation  of  Mr.  R.  Jacobs  to  fish  in 
his  outing  at  Huntingdon  on  Sunday,  June  28. — 
W.  J.  Carter,  Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
The  usual  weekly  meetings  were  resumed  on 
Tuesday,  June  16,  under  the  guidance  of  Mr.  J.  P. 
Connellan.  A  new  member  was  elected,  one  pro- 
posed, and  several  applications  received.  Very 
interesting  accounts  of  fishing  holidays  were  given 
by  Mr.  A.  G.  Spaull,  who  had  very  fair  sport  with 
trout  in  Mid- Wales,  and  Mr.  F.  Ley,  who  spent  a 
few  days  in  Somersetshire.  Some  very  good  fishing 
reports  were  given  during  the  evening.  Mr.  Wanton 
has  had  sixteen  trout  from  Chesham,  seven  of  which 
he  retained  ;  Mr.  Eldred  took  two  brace  of  sizeable 
fish  on  June  6,  one  of  which— a  very  handsome  fish 
—scaled  1  lb.  13oz.  ;  Mr.  Gill  had  three  up  to  the 
12in.  Hmit,  but  only  retained  one;  Mr.  Salmond 
had  fovu-  and  a  half  brace  from  private  water ;  whilst 
other  members  visiting  Chesham  have  taken  trout. 
Mr.  Eldred  also  took  a  nice  trout  from  the  Kennet. 
The  water  at  Chesham  is  now  in  capital  order,  and, 
given  decent  weather,  good  results  should  follow. 
Perhaps  the  best  all-round  fly  to  use  is  still  the 
March  Brown,  dressed  on  No.  I  hook,  though  the 
Coachman  has  accounted  for  some  good  trout  in 
the  evening.  Weed  cutting  is  going  on  in  the  upper 
stretches  of  the  Kelvedon  fishery,  which  will  open 
on  July  1.  There  is  a  grai\d  head  of  ffirst-class 
roach  here,  and  as  fine  eels  are  to  be  caught,  it  is 
more  than  likely  that  a  visit  to  this  fishery  would 
prove  a  successful  one. — Hon.  Sec. 


HlOHBORY  AnOLLNO  SoCIETY. 

The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Kearsley  at 
the  meeting'on  June  17.  Adiscuasion  took  place  on 
the  fourth  schedule  to  the  Port  of  London  Bill  now 
before  Parliament,  and  the  following  resolution  was 
passed  :  "  That  this  society  urges  the  Government  to 
strengthen  the  proposed  Thames  Conservancy  Board 
by  adding  direct  representation  of  angling  societies 
and  fishery  preservation  societies,"  and  a  copy 
of  the  resolution  was  sent  to  the  proper  authorities. 
Fishing  reports  from  the  society's  trout  water  aro 
to  the  effect  that  members  are  enjoying  fairly  good 
sport,  that  the  long  looked  for  May  Fly  rise  is 
practically  over,  and  at  its  best  the  rise  was  a  very 
bad  one.  This  complaint  is  general  on  all  southern 
rivers,  no  authentic  report  of  a  good  rise  having 
reached  the  society.  Arrangements  are  being  made 
for  cutting  the  weeds  in  certain  awims  at  Barford, 
so  aa  to  give  the  roach  fishermen  a  chance.  Some 
members  are  going  to  Barford  shortly  in  search  of 
the  mysterious  chub  which  have  been  seen  there 
from  time  to  time.  The  committee  are  putting  a 
temporary  plank  bridge  over  the  lower  stretch  of 
water  at  Farnham,  midway  between  the  Mill  and 
the  road,  for  the  convenience  of  members.  From 
this  fishery  Mr.  H.  H.  GreenhiU  has  taken  four  and 
a  half  brace  of  trout,  best  fish  1  lb.  3^oz.,  and  Mr. 
A.  W.  Kearsley,  on  June  14,  fishing  with  an 
artificial  May  Fly,  caught  four  brace,  the  best  two 
fish  1  lb.  and  1  lb.  loz.  Other  members  have  taken 
trout,  but  failed  to  record  them.  Just  before  the  meet- 
ing closed,  Mr.  W.  Cox  weighed  in  fifteen  nice  tench, 
331b.  (heaviest,  31b.  6Joz.).  Mr.  C.  A.  Payton 
("Sarcplle")  is  to  read  a  paper,  "Facts  an  1  Fun 
about  Fishing,"  next  Wednesday  evening  at  nine 
o'clock,  when  the  president,  Mr.  W.  Senior,  will 
take  the  chair.  Friends  of  members  are  cordially 
invited. — Hon.  Reporter. 

Piscatorial  Society. 

Our  president,  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown,  was  chairman 
of  our  meeting  on  Monday,  when  we  had  an  interest- 
ing discussion  on  the  habits  of  trout  and  the  cause 
of  the  disappearance  of  the  May  Fly  from  certain 
section?  of  the  Kennet  and  Lambourn.  Reports 
of  sport  were  not  up  to  expectation,  but  some  good 
fish  had  been  taken.  Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell  had  a  brace 
of  nice  trout  of  2|lb.  and  31b.  2oz.  from  the  Kennet, 
Mr.  Poole  one  of  2lb.  2oz.,  and  the  chairman  three 
brace  from  the  Itchen.  A  good  many  trout  have 
been  taken  on  the  Lambourn,  and  more  than  one 
member  reported  having  from  some  cause  or  other 
lost  a  good  fish.  The  May  Fly  was  reported  to  be 
about  over  where  it  had  appeared,  but  it  had  again 
been  a  disappointment  on  our  waters. — Hon.  Sec. 


THETFORD  ANGLERS' '  SOCIETY. 


The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Thetford  and 
District  Anglers'  Society  was  held  on  June  H  at 
the  headquarters,  the  Anchor  Hotel,  Mr.  A.  J. 
Winter  presiding. 

The  secretary  (Mr.  Wm.  H.  Hannant)  reported 
that  the  income  had  exceeded  the  expenditure,  and 
the  club  finished  this  first  year  with  a  balance  in 
hand  of  £3.  Prizes  had  been  given  to  the  society 
by  Messrs.  Alcock,  Brown,  and  Winter.  Tho 
secretary  referred  to  the  kindness  of  their  president 
(Mr.  W.  B.  Mackenzie),  and  said  that  the  society 
had  done  much  to  check  the  system  of  netting  fish 
wliich  was  so  prevalent  a  year  ago.  By  the  appoint- 
ing of  fourteen  hon.  baihffs  by  the  Board  of  Con- 
servators, all  illegitimate  fishing  shoidd  soon  be 
stopped.  The  question  of  obtainmg  some  private 
water  for  members  of  the  society  is  under  considera- 
tion. The  two  competitions  which  were  held  during 
the  season  aroused  considerable  interest,  and  two 
social  evenings  also  were  much  appreciated.  The 
total  number  of  members  and  subscribers  amoiuited 
to  eighty-two.  The  committee  had  considered  the 
question  of  restocking  the  river,  and  they  hoped  to 
turn  in  a  good  quantity  of  perch  at  tho  first  favour- 
able opportunitv.  As  to  the  legal  close  time  for 
Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  the  society  could  only  hope  it 
would  soon  be  illegal  for  anyone  to  take  fish  during 
the  close  season,  and  he  was  svu-e  the  Thetford 
members  had  been  most  loyal  to  their  rules  in 
observing;  the  season. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Brown  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report, 
which  he  described  as  laighly  satisfactory,  and  Mr. 
W.  J.  Woods  seconded,  and.  after  some  discussion 
on  weed  cutting,  it  was  decided  to  leave  the  matter 
to  the  committee. 

The  statement  of  accounts  was  then  read,  showing 
a  balance  in  the  treasurer's  hands  of  £3  3s. 

The  election  of  president,  vice-president,  com- 
mittee, and  officers  was  then  proceeded  with.  ^Ir. 
W.  H.  Hamiant  consenting  to  retain  the  post  of 
secretary. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  W.  H. 
Leggat  for  auditing  the  accoimts,  and  to  the  trea- 
surer, Mr.  C.  H.  Peacock. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Brown  moved  that  the  close  time^be 
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No.  14,  The  Concert, 

Smoked  Everywhere  by  (nearly)  Everybody 


PLAYER'S 

" NAVY " 


MIXTURE 


-THE  MIXTURE  OF  MATCHLESS  MERIT.' 


SOLD  IN  TWO  STRENGTHS 

MEDIUM  per  o^. 

MILD  5"-  per  oz. 


John  Player  &  Sons,  Nottingham,  will  forward 
testing  samples  post  free  to  applicants  mentioning 
this  paper. 


SPECIAL  LINES  IN  TACKLE 

THE  "SEAL"  BRAND,  ALL  SELECTED  GUT. 

3  yard  Blue  Gut  Casts.    Fine,  Medium  and  Stout  .    .    3/.  per  doz 

^  y^-""         ■  V-  „ 

WATERPROOF    LANDING  NETS. 

WILL  FIT  ANY  SIZE  RING. 
20  in.,  1/4;   24  in.,  I/IO;  28  in.,  2/4  each. 

GUT   SPINNING  TRACES. 

U  yards  long,  2  swivels,  SdL.  each. 

GILT   AND    SILVER    DEVON  MINNOWS. 

1  in.  to  1J  in.,  1/-  each.    If  in.  and  2  in.,  1/3  each. 

ClLrARKE     &  SONS, 

38,   GALLOWTREE  GATE,  LEICESTER. 


12/3,  14/-,  15/9,  17/6,  19/3,  &c. 

SUIT  LENGTHS 

Homespun  " 


Variety  of  Shades ;  Pure  Wool ;  unexcelled  for  Style  and  Hard  Wear. 

Fop  angling,  SHOOTING,  and  GOLFING 
SUITS  and  COSTUMES  any  of  the  cloths 
can  now  be  supplied  EXTRA  SHRUNK  and 
RAINPROOFED  at  a   small   extra  charge. 

When  treated  by  this  process  (which  renders  them  rain  but  not  air 
proof,  and   ENTIRELY  OBVIATES    SHRINKING)  the 

Bantry  Tweeds  foyn  ideal  materials  for  these  purposes  as  well  as 
for  General  wear. 

Patterns  free  from  THOMAS  COPITHORNE,  Bantry,  Ireland. 


CASTING 


FROM 
THE 


SEND  US  A  POSTCARD  FOR 


A  FREE  ILLUSTRATED 
BOOKLET 

DESCRIBING 

THE  GROSSLE  REEL 

SLIGK  &  GORST  RODS. 

SPIDER  WEB  LINE,  AND 


THE  BEST 


METHODS  OE  CASTING 


ILLUSTRATED  BY  NUMEROUS  DIAGRAMS, 
DRAWINGS,  anil  PHOTOGRAPHS  from  LIFE. 


Hy.  MILWARD  &  SONS,  Ltd.,  REDDITCH. 


FLY  CASTING 

Accuracy  and  Delicacy  taught  in 

Every  Style  of  Salmon  and 
Trout  Fly  Casting  by 

The  Amateur  Champion  in  Trout  Fly  Casting, 
Author  of  "  The  Science  of  Dry  Fly  Fishing 
and  Salmon  Fishing,"  price  10/6  net. 

Clients  can  be  coached  on  Mr.  Shaw's  Ground  at 
Marlborough  Road,  N.W.,  or  on  his  trout  and 
grayling  waters  near  London,  or  else  on  their  own 
ground.  Not  more  than  one  client  or  two  friends 
taken  during  any  one  lesson.  Rods,  lines,  &c. 
supplied, 

PERFECTION  IN  CASTING  GUARANTEED 

in  Three  Lessons. 


For  Terms,  apply  to— 

MR.  FRED  G.  SHAW, 

Neville  Court,  Abbey  Road,  N.W. 


ALL  INTERESTED 

IN  THE  SUBJECT  SUODLD  BEAD 

MINIATURE  RIFLE  SHOOTING 

By  L.  R.  TIPPINS,  Author  of  "  Modern  Bifle  Shooting  "  dc 
WITH  MANY  ILLUSTRATIONS. 

C.„  be  hrf  POST  PB|.  by  »™<ii»8.2/2  in  stamps  lo  E.  B.  M»i,sto»,  IS,  A«.m 
btreet,  Adelphi,  Strand,  London,  W.G. 
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extended  fourteen  daya  for  pike,  and  made  the 
same  as  for  coarse  fish.  He  also  suggested  that  the 
members  should  be  allowed  to  take  pike  18in.  in 
length  from  the  eye  to  the  fork  of  the  tail,  instead 
of  20in.    This  was  agreed  to. 


PALMERSTON  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


The  seventh  annual  smoking  concert  was  held 
at  Prascati's  on  Friday,  June  12,  under  the  presi- 
dency of  Mr.  Chas.  A.  Body.  The  hall,  which  has 
a  seating  capacity  of  350,  was  well  filled.  The 
chairman  opened  the  proceedings  with  a  poetical 
speech,  which  touched  on  practically  every  member'a 
failing  or  peculiarity. 

The  standard  of  excellence  which  is  characteristic 
of  the  society's  entertainments  was  well  maintained. 
The  programme  provided  nimiibered  sixteen  turns, 
all  of  which  were  excellently  rendered.  Songs  were 
sung  by  Messrs.  Gurr,  Horlock,  Long,  Rothwell, 
Body,  Morris,  and  Irving  Bromley,  while  recitations 
were  given  by  Air.  A.  Harlow  and  Mr.  B.  Russell, 
the  latter  on  the  Jap  fiddle  was  something  to 
remember.  Mr.  Tony  Pelham  (the  man  in  a  blue 
suit)  was  loudly  applauded.  Mr.  Chas  Bulwar 
contributed  a  mystifying  series  of  conjuring  tricks  ; 
Messrs.  Mansfield  Stevens  and  Reginald  Bellow's 
contributions  at  the  piano  were  greatly  appreciated. 

In  proposing  the  toast  of  the  society,  the  chair- 
man dwelt  on  the  fact  that  the  members  present 
were  thoroughly  representative  of  the  City  of  London, 
and  this  being  the  case  there  should  never  be  any 
reason  why  the  society  should  not  be  prosperous. 
It  was  a  fact,  nevertheless,  that  a  debit  balance  had 
been  built  up,  and  it  was  every  member's  duty  to 
see  that  this  was  at  once  wiped  out.  The  extensive 
waters  that  the  society  possessed  were,  without 
doubt,  second  to  none  in  the  whole  country,  and 
the  club-house  at  Welney  had  charms  of  its  own 
that  were  unequalled.  He  himself  would  hold 
himself  at  the  society's  disposal  at  any  time  to 
further  the  welfare  of  its  members. 

Mr.  A.  R.  Newman  (the  vice-chairman),  in 
replying,  stated  that  he  was  pleased  to  inform 
members  that  the  debt  was  greatly  reduced  owing 
to  a  few  donations  having  been  received  that 
evening  ;  there  was  also  a  considerable  profit  on 
the  concert,  which  still  further  reduced  the  society's 
liability. 

Mr.  D.  L.  Fulton,  the  president,  said  that  he 
could  not  let  the  proceedings  terminate  without 
thanking  Mr.  Bert  Temple,iOn  behalf  of  the  society, 
for  so  ably  arranging  the  concert  which  had  been 
such  a  signal  success. 

The  hon.  sec.  then  announced  that  six  applica- 
tions for  membership  had  been  received  in  the  course 
of  the  evening. 

I  The  proceedings  then  terminated  with  the  utmost 
ontlnxsiasm!  P.  Vandervbll,  Hon.  Sec. 


SALMONID^E   AND  THEIR 
DISTINCTIONS. 

By  Henby  Lamond. 


To  understand  the  various  stages  of  the  growth 
of  the  salmon  it  is  necessary  to  begin  with  the  egg, 
literally  ab  ovo  in  this  case.  It  may  be  taken  that  in 
most  Scottish  salmon  rivers  the  fish  will  be  found 
depositing  their  ova  in  the  redds  dtiring  November 
and  December.  The  actual  dates  of  hatching  and 
growth  attainment  may  vary  with  the  temperature 
of  the  water  each  season,  but,  to  simplify  matters, 
a  reasonable  mean  will  be  taken  for  each  stage. 
Assuming  the  eggs,  then,  to  be  deposited  on  Dec.  1, 
they  will  lie  embedded  in  the  shingle  for  about  100 
days  after. that  date,  and  hatch  out  dm-ing  the  first 
fortnight  in  March.  The  little  fish  with  the  yolk  sac 
attached  to  it  is  at  this  stage  known  as  an  alevin. 
It  derives  its  sustenance  from  the  yolk  sac,  and 
keeps  hidden  in  the  shingle  till  the  sac  is  entirely 
absorbed,  when  it  issues,  in  about  fifty  days,  a 
perfect  fish  of  rather  more  than  an  inch  in  length 
seeking  what  it  may  devour.  This  takes  us  to  the 
beginning  of  May.  By  the  following  May  the  fish,  a 
haunter  of  shallows  and  the  bane  of  the  angler,  will 
have  attained  the  length  of  4 Jin.,  and  up  to  this 

tage  he  may  be  appropriately  called  a  salmon  fry. 
For  still  another  year  he  remains  in  the  river  as  a 
parr,  and  the  third  May  of  his  existence  sees  him 
grown  to  from  Sin.  to  Gin.  in  length,  and  prepared  to 

escend  to  the  sea,  as  a  smolt.  This  he  does  after 
assuming  the  smolt  dress  of  silver  over  his  charac- 

eristic  parr  marking.     He  congregates  with  his 

ellows  for  a  time  in  the  tidal  waters,  and,  when 
acclimatised  to  the  salt  water,  makes  (in  a  phrase 
which  effectively  enough  summarises  the  views  of 
Mr.  W.  L.  Calderwood  on  this  subject)  "  a  bolt  for 
the  blue,"  where  it  is  not  oiu:  present  purpose  to 


follow  him.  One  month,  twelve  months,  twelve 
months  and  four  or  five  months  of  four  consecutive 
years  have  thus  been  spent  by  the  young  salmon  in 
fresh  water  from  the  time  when  as  an  egg  he  became 
a  separate  entity.  Assuming  him  to  have  been  born 
(so  to  speak)  on  Dec.  I,  1907,  his  existence  till  he 
reaches  the  sea  may  be  summarised  thus  : — 

Dec.       1,  1907 — Egg,  deposited  in  the  redd. 

March  10,  1908 — Alevin,  hatched  out. 
May  1,  1908 — Fry,  IJin.  in  length. 
May  1,  1909 — Parr,  4|in.  in  length. 
May       I,  1910 — Smolt,  6in.  in  length. 

Some  confusion  of  thought  and  consequent  conflict 
of  theory  has  arisen  on  account  of  fish  of  1  Jin.,  4 Jin., 
and  6in.  in  length  being  observed  at  the  same  point 
of  time  in  salmon  streams — say  in  one  particular 
month  of  May — but  the  foregoing  table  makes  it 
clear  that  these  are  fish  which  have  been  hatched 
out  in  three  consecutive  seasons.  Further  confusion 
has  arisen  also  from  the  similarity  of  the  sea-trout 
parr  to  the  salmon  parr.  But  though  the  adult 
salmon  attains  generally  a  larger  growth  than  the 
sea-trout,  yet  the  latter  in  its  earlier  stages  is  the 
bigger  and  stroiiger  fish.  Being  tidal  and  estuarial 
in  its  habits,  rather  than  oceanic,  the  early  environ- 
ment of  the  river  and  tidal  reaches  enables  it  to 
mature  more  quickly.  By  its  second  May  the  sea- 
trout  parr  may  be  6in.  long  and  as  much  as  9in.  by 
its  third  May.  ■ 

"  But  while  all  this  "  (one  might  perhaps  politely 
put  it)  "  may  be  very  true  and  very  interesting, 
what  we  wish  to  know  is,  how,  in  the  face  of  that 
confounded  Act  of  Parliament,  is  one  to  tell  a  salmon 
or  a  sea- trout  parr  from  a  yoimg  trout  ?  "  To  tell 
the  truth,  it  is  not  at  all  easy — about  as  easy,  per- 
haps, as  to  distinguish  one  sheep  from  another,  or 
one  Chinaman  from  another.  Those  familiar  with 
sheep  and  Cliinamen  may  be  able  to  detect  points  of 
difference  at  a  glance,  but  even  a  person  with  some 
experience  can  scarcely  identify  a  single  specimen 
submitted  to  his  inspection  as  being  a  yoimg  trovit 
or  a  salmon  or  sea-trout  parr.  Should  a  mixed  basket 
of  fish  be  presented  to  him,  however,  he  will  with 
comparative  ease  distinguish  the  young  trout  from 
the  salmon  or  sea-trout,  though  with  less  certainty 
the  two  latter  from  each  other.  In  their  earliest 
stages— --that  is,  within  a  few  months  of  hatching  out 
— the  three  are  practically  indistinguishable  in  mark- 
ing, colouring,  shape,  and  size.  All  have  the  charac- 
teristic "  arches  "  on  their  sides,  and  all  are  more  or 
less  marked  with  the  same  black  and  red  spots. 
But  as  they  get  older  the  species  vary  slightly,  and 
some  of  these  variations  may  be  tabulated  under  the 
reservation  that  they  neither  pretend  to  scientific 
accuracy  nor  are  they  always  constant. 

1.  In  general  outline  the  trout  has  a  "  blunter  " 
appearance  than  the  parr.  The  body  of  the  parr  is 
slimmer  than  that  of  a  trout  of  equal  length,  and  its 
head  and  tail  are  more  delicate  and  pointed.  The 
tail  of  the  trout,  though  forked  like  the  parr,  is  more 
rounded,  as  are  also  the  pectoral  fins. 

2.  In  general  colour  each  has  a  dark  greeny -bluish 
back,  shading  to  a  white  belly,  but  when  held  slant- 
ing to  the  light  the  parr  shows  a  general  slaty  blue 
and  the  trout  a  brownish  yellow.  The  delicate  skin 
of  the  parr  has  a  silky  rather  than  a  glassy  appear- 
ance as  in  the  trout. 

3.  While  both  trout  and  parr  are  marked  with 
transverse  bars  or  "  arches,"  those  of  the  parr  are 
more  regular  and  defined  in  shape,  and  continue 
clear  below  the  lateral  fine,  while  those  of  the  yovmg 
trout  shade  indefinitely  into  the  body  colour,  and 
appear  more  as  dark  patches  above  the  lateral  line. 

4.  The  parr  has  two  very  distinct  black  spots  on 
its  cheeks  and  small  black  spots  on  its  body  above 
the  lateral  line.  The  dorsal  fin  is  seldom  spotted. 
The  dark  spots  of  the  trout  are  larger,  have  a  pale 
purplish  ring  round  each,  and  fall  into  a  more  or  less 
regular  pattern.  They  are  both  above  and  below  the 
lateral  line,  and  the  dorsal  fin  is  closely  spotted. 
The  parr  and  the  trout  have  each  red  spots  on  the 
cheeks  and  along  and  below  the  lateral  Une. 

5.  In  the  parr  the  adipose  fin  is  dark  fringed  ;  in 
the  trout  it  is  red  fringed,  or  pale  in  some  specimens. 

6.  The  pectoral  fins  in  the  yoimg  trout  are  a  rich 
yellow,  while  those  of  the  parr  are  paler  in  hue. 

7.  The  jaw-bone  (maxillary)  of  the  parr  and 
smolt  reaches  backwards  only  to  a  vertical  level  with 
the  centre  of  the  eyeball,  but  in  the  young  trout  to 
a  vertical  level  with  the  back  of  the  eyeball.  In 
other  words,  the  trout  has  a  wider  "  gape."  Tliis 
seems  to  be  a  constant  feattue,  and  is  a  reliable  test. 

8.  The  appearance  of  the  smolt  is  unmistakable. 
Its  silvery  covering  of  scales,  even  if  wholly  assumed, 
scarcely  conceals  the  parr  markings  underneath,  the 
red  spots  in  particular  clearly  showing  through. 
WTien  the  fish  is  grasped  firmly  the  scales  come  oS 
and  adhere  to  the  hand. 

The  adoption  of  a  size  limit  has  often  been  advo- 
cated, with  the  double  object  of  protecting  the  yoimg 
trout  and  safeguarding  the  parr.  Where  trout  alone 
exist  the  practical  wisdom  of  adopting  a  size  hmit  is 


un(|ue8tionable,  for  it  can  bo  adjusted  according  to 
local  circumstances.  But  it  might  prove  a  snare  to 
the  unwary  and  defeat  its  own  object  in  water  which 
both  species  frequent  unless  it  were  made  so  largo 
as  to  operate  an  injustice  to  the  trout  fisher.  To 
summarise  the  matter  in  a  good  working  rule — in 
streams  frequented  by  both  trout  and  parr,  espe- 
cially in  "  burns  "  where  the  trout  run  small  and 
there  is  no  reproach  in  keeping  8in.,  7in.,  or  even,  at 
a  pinch,  Cin.  trout,  the  characteristics  of  the  species 
are  most  strikingly  apparent,  and  the  points  above 
noted  are  readily  detected.  But  in  larger  rivers  or 
lochs  which  parr  and  trout  frequent  together,  whore 
one  may  expect  to  catch  trout  of  a  more  respectable 
size  than  even  a  sea-trout  smolt  can  attain  to,  in 
cases  of  doubt  anything  that  is  not  bigger  than  a 
smolt  should  be  returned  to  the  water.  One  has 
only  to  see  how  pitifully  small  a  parr  or  a  smolt  looks 
beside  a  well-fed  quarter-pound  trout  to  realise 
what  a  contemptible  quarry  he  is  for  an  angler  who 
claims  to  be  a  sportsman.  Such  considerations, 
unfortunately,  do  not  weigh  with  the  mere  pot- 
hunter.— Glasgow  Herald. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


The  very  numerous  reports  from  the  society's 
stations  all  round  our  British  coasts,  read  by  our 
secretary  at  last  Wednesday's  meeting,  furnished 
reliable  evidence  that  the  sea  angling  season  was 
upon  us.  True,  it  is  early  yet,  but  the  holiday  con- 
tributed doubtless  to  the  quickening  of  the  sport. 
Bass  are  being  taken  in  numbers  on  the  estuary  of 
the  Thames  and  round  our  southern  coast.  Pollack 
is  in  evidence  round  the  Forelands,  and  Newhaven, 
Littlehampton,  Worthing,  and  Bognor  chronicle 
some  excitement  and  good  sport,  bream  having 
given  the  anglers  a  busy  time. 

The  Devon  and  Cornish  coasts  supply  much  sport 
with  mackerel  and  pollack,  and  bass  up  to  8lb.  are 
freely  taken  off  Start  Point,  and  reports  of  the 
school  bags  at  Kingsbridge  are  good.  Scilly  Isles — 
large  quantities  of  pollack  about  up  to  lOJlb.  One 
boatman  came  in  with  2Jcwt.,  his  own  catch. 

North  Devon  and  Welsh  Coasts,  large  bass  and 
pollack  had  been  freely  taken;  Isle  of  Man, 
Douglas  and  Peel,  large  takes  of  haddock  and 
halibut,  bream  up  to  41b.,  mullet,  61b.  At  King- 
stown, Kerry,  Captain  Delac,  R.M.C.,  with  a  lot  of 
gurnard  and  pollack,  was  successful  in  securing  a 
halibut  of  116  Jib,  a  fine  fish.  West  Coast  Ireland 
and  Scotland,  the  season  is  not  yefc  sufficiently 
advanced. 

Many  members  had  been  away  fishing.  Mr. 
Holbrow,  jun.,  at  Newhaven,  had  good  bass  up  to 
4 Jib.,  pollack  5lb.,  and  a  conger  of  231b.  Mr. 
Nickels,  at  Bognor,  bass  and  wrasse.  The  Little- 
hampton party  exploited  by  Mr.  Boyton  gave  very 
lively  accounts  of  a  successful  holiday.  Messrs.  Hol- 
brow, Newton,  Smith,  Rogers  and  others  got  up  a 
lively  competition,  line  v,  rod,  and  many  and  curious 
were  their  remarks  upon  this  certainly  well-worn  but 
ever  perennial  subject.  But  it  came  to  the  same  thing 
in  the  end — rod  for  sport,  line  for  the  pot  ;  each 
had  its  use,  but  the  rod  the  charm,  much  cleaner  to 
use  and  no  sore  fingers. 

Mr.  Boyton's  paper  upon  the  subject  was  good, 
and  well  discus'ed. 

Mr.  Waller  spoke  with  no  uncertain  voice.  His 
12ft.  6in.  rod  meant  fishing,  and  when  he  hooked  a 
bream  he  got  it,  and  the  fish  he  hooked  were  bigger 
than  the  hand-liners.  But  he  changed  with  advan- 
tage from  the  running  lead  to  a  "  Toney  "  Boom 
with  16ft.  of  salmon  gut,  and  then  he  took  fish. 
"  The  rod  for  me,"  said  Mr.  Waller.  Mr.  Holcombe 
managed  to  say  something  new  on  the  subject,  and 
urged  members  strongly  to  make  use  of  the  hand- 
line,  as  the  proper  tackle  for  securing  big  conger 
and  skate,  it  being  physically  impossible  to  do 
justice  to  these  brutes  with  a  rod.  When  the  rod 
is  used,  it  should  be  a  rod,  not  one  of  the  small 
walking-stick  pattern  he  had  seen  at  Deal. 

Copies  of  rules  were  handed  round  by  the  secre- 
tary to  intending  competitors  at  the  eleventh 
International  Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Tournament  at 
the  Sports  Exhibition  at  Shepherd's  Bush  on 
July  9  and  10.  Mr.  Pickup  informed  them  that 
they  would  not  this  time  be  asked  to  take  away  a 
hundredweight  case  of  soap  as  a  prize  as  one  of  the 
members'  was  last  time  at  the  Crystal  Palace  Show. 
The  prizes  would  be  of  a  character  that  a  good 
sportsman  would  feel  proud  of  winning  and  holding. 

Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin,  who  occupied  the  chair  all  the 
evening,  in  emnouncing  the  subject  for  next  Wed- 
nesday as  a  paper  by  a  well -recognised  authority. 
Dr.  Day,  on  "Fish  as  a  Food  Factor,"  urged  its 
importance  in  this  day  of  dear  meat,  and  asked  for 
a  large  attendance  of  members  for  its  considera- 
tion. H.  P. 
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"THE  STRUAN"  REEL  WALBRAN  LIMITED, 


WITH  FRICTION  BRAKE. 

(Patent  No.  604,406) 


The  simplest,  most  effective,  and 
cheapest  Brake  Jleel  ever  produceil. 
Solid  oast  quick-winding  hanel,  one 
centre  screw  only.  Having  only  one 
screw  the  reel  can  l)e  taken  to  pieces 
for  oiling,  <fec.,  in  five  seconds. 

Made  in  sizes : 
2t     2t      3       3i     3^      4  i\ 
15/-  16/-  17/6  18/6  20/-  22/6  25/- 


"THE  STRUAN"  PATENT 
ELASTIC  LOCK-FAST  JOINT 

fitted  to  any  Rod  for  3/6. 

TELARANA 
FINE  UNDRAWN  CUT 

Special  consignment  of  this  sea.son's 
crop,  measuring  63  inches, -in  three 
thicknesses  : — 3  x  fine,  1  x  fine,  and 
Fina.    Price  1 0/6  per  hank. 


Telarana  Nova  Twisted  Casts 
and  Traces,  for  Salmon,  Pike, 
and  Sea  Fishing.  Price  2/-  each. 
Vide  FISHING  Gazette,  Jan.  4, 1908. 


Price  List  and  Catalogrue  post  free. 


WILLIAM  ROBERTSON, 


FISHING  TACKLE 
MANUFACTURER. 

27,  WELLINGTON  STREET,  GLASGOW. 

Telegrams:  "Flees,"  Glasgow. 

NAJPIER    Sc.  CRAIG, 

175,  PARK  STREET,  QLASOOW,  S.S. 

Tne  largest  and  oldest  established  Fishing  Rod  Makers  to  the  Trade  in  Scotland. 

Wholesale  and  Export  only.  Price  Lists  on  Application. 


FISHING  OUTFITS 

for  any  PART  of  the  WORLD 

OUR  SPECIAL  BRAND  OF  EXTRA 
QUALITY  FINEST  UNDRAWN 
GUT,  1908  CROP. 

The  supply  of  tliis  gut  is  extremely  limited  this  season, 
but  we  have  decided  to  charge  the  same  prices  as  last 
year,  viz.  :  16  in.,  7/6  ;  18  in.,  8/6;  20  in.,  very  limited 
supply,  10/-  per  100. 

[ALL   PATTERNS   OF  FLIES 

dressed  on  Finest  Selected  Gut— at  very 
short  notice. 

CASTS  MADE  UP  TO  SUIT  ANY  RIVER,  LOCH,  OR  RESERVOIR 
Fully  Illustrated  Catalogue  POST  FREE. 

PLEASE  NOTE— Address  all  Correspondeuce  simply 

WALBRAN  LIMITED, 


Ai$10'Nonegiaii  FisberH's  Association.  NORTHERN  AN6LERS'  RESORT 


THB  ASSOCIATION  HAS  BEATS  ON  THE  FOL- 
LOWING ItlVERS  TO  LET  OR  SELL:— 
BiPkpem    OP    Tengs    Pivep,    Gaula,    Gula,  Kvande, 
Laagen,   Laepdal.   Loen,   Naepodal,  Namsen,  Nidelv, 
Opkla,    Sand,   Stjopdal,   Supaaen,   Supendal,  Valde, 

Vefsen,  &c. 


FISHING  GEAR. 


NO   COMMISSION    PAYABLE   BY  LESSEE. 


For  full  particulars  apply  to  Hon.  Sec, 

A.  VBNABLES  KYRKE,  Cbard,  Somerset. 


DIRECT  FROM  THE  MAKERS  TO  THE  ANGLER. 


Thousands  of  ANGLERS  in  all  parts  of  the  world  tell 
us  we  make  the  BEST  and  most  RELIABLE  TACKLE. 


Anglers  Protect  Yourselves 

by  seeing  that  all  your  TACKLE  either  bears 
our  NAME  or  Registered  TRADE  MARK, 
"TRIFISH,"  without  which  none  are  genuine. 


WYERS  FRERES,  CONTINENTAL  WORKS,  REDDITCH. 


Telephone:  23  Redditch 


Manager:  ALBERT  SMITH. 


CATALOGVES   POST  FREE. 


OUR  NEW  EASY  FIT  F/SHING 
JAOKETf  double  texture,   fawn  ^ 
muslin,  self  ventilating,  wide  skirt,  "  ' 
storm  cuffs,  to  loop  up  for  short  wad- 
ing, 35/- 

As  sketch,  single  texture  cashmere,  V(  ry 
light,  ventilating  cape,  25/-.  With 
Curtain  Storm  Gaps,  black  proof,  3/6. 

I  OUR  SPECIAL  BUILT  GAME 
RODSf  3  pieces,  2  tops,  double 
brazed,  cork  grip,  suction  joints, 
serrated  ferrules,  close  whipped,  in 
tan  partition  bag.  10  ft.,  30/- ;  11  ft.. 
32/6;  12  ft.,  35/-. 

\OUR  SPECIAL  SEA  TROUT 
AND  GRILSE  ROD,  8  piece,  2 
tops,  doubled  brazed,  serrated  ferrules, 
double  cork  grip,  revolving  end  ring, 
button,  made  from  fine  old  matured 
greenheart,  13  ft.,  26/6;  U  ft.,  28/6; 
15  ft.,  30/-. 

I  SPECIAL  TYNESIDE  SALMON  ROD  s-3  pieces,  Greenheart 

throughout,  double  brazed,  2  tops,  double  cork  grips,  finished  in  best  style 
by  our  own  workpeople,  in  partition  cover,  complete.  16  ft.,  35/6;  17  ft. 
40/-;  18  ft.,  45/-.  '  '* 

I  or,.7'"^t^*^  threw  a  capital  line,  and  was  in  every  way  most  successful  throughout  a  month'ahard 
I  and  continuous  angling  m  Norway.  "  o.miu 

OUR  FLIES  are  all  fresh,  the  latest  patterns,  and  tied  on  the  premises  by  an 
expert  and  rehable  staff  under  the  supervision  of  a  practical  angler  of  thirty 
years  experience.  Send  your  patterns  and  you  will  receive  perfect  copies. 

Sena  for  our  North  Country  lllustratoH  Guitie,  ^ost  free  3  stampm. 


MURTON'S 


NORTHERN 
ANGLERS'  RESORT, 

8-10,   GRAINGER   ST.,   NEWCASTLE- ON -TYNE. 
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Jottings  by  the  Way. 


The  young  maid  stole  through  the  cottage  door. 
And  blush'd  as  she  sought  the  plant  of  power  ; 
"  Thou  silver  glow-worm,  oh,  lend  me  thy  light, 
I  must  gather  the  mystic  St.  John's  Wort  to-night! 
The  wonderful  herb  whose  leaf  will  decide 
If  the  coming  year  shall  make  me  a  bride." 

— Cawood. 


"  Sarcelle  "  at  the  Highbury. 

Just  a  reminder  that  on  Wednesday  evening 
next,  June  24,  Mr.  C.  A.  Payton  (H.M.  Consul  at 
Calais)  will  read  his  paper,  "  Facts  and  Fun  about 
Fishing."  The  president,  Mr.  W.  Senior  ("Red 
Spinner"),  Editor  of  the  Field,  will  take  the  chair 
at  nine  o'clock.  Come  early  to  ensure  a  seat.  The 
vonu  is  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Bedford-square, 
W.C. 


Boyton's  "  Tug  of  War  !  " 

There  was  a  full  attendance  of  members  and 
friends  at  the  B.S.A.S.  on  Wednesday  evening, 
when  Mr.  I.  J.  H.  Boyton  opened  a  discussion  on 
"  Rod  V.  Hand-lines."  His  recent  holiday  to 
Littlehampton  in  company  with  some  of  the 
"  experts  "  of  the  society,  and  which  is  referred^  to 
on  page  495,  elicited  a  lively  and  most  interesting 
discussion.  His  genial,  unpretentious  delivery  was 
much  appreciated,  and  it  was  his  firm  conviction 
that  there  was  more  sport  and  more  fun  to  be  got 
out  of  the  rod  than  the  hand-line. 


Little  Angler's  Sad  Fate. 

An  inquest  was  held  at  Marylebone  on  Tuesday 
on  Lewis  Miller,  the  five-year-old  son  of  acomnier- 
cial  traveller,  of  Henry-street,  St.  John's  Wood,  who 
on  Saturday  was  drowned  in  the  Regent's  Canal 
while  fishing  near  North-gate  Bridge,  Regent's  Park. 
Dr.  E.  C.  Greenwood  complained  of  having  to  climb 
a  5ft.  high  spiked  rail  in  order  to  reach  the  bank  of 
the  canal.  It  required  a  young,  alert  man  to  get 
over  the  rail,  and  he^  should  decline  to  do  so  on  a 
future  occasion.  He  suggested  that  there  should  be 
a  gate  over  each  bridge,  of  which  the"police  should 
have  the  key.  The  jiiry,  in  returning  a  verdict  of 
accidental  death,"reque8ted  the  coroner  to  represent 
to  the  Regent's  Canal  Company  the  desirability  of 
making  this  provision. 


"  Esco."  Wheat. 

Once  again  has  the  sixteenth  day]of  June  ushered 
in  the  opening  of,' the  coarse  fishing  season.  During 
the  three  months  which  have  elapsed  all  good 
anglers  (despite  the  fact  that  in  some  waters  there 
is  no  enforced  or  "  legal  "  close  time)  have  refrained 
from  taking  gravid  fish,  [and  will  not  be  too  hasty 
in  taking  all  that  may  come  to  net.  The  question 
now  is  :  "  What  bait  ?  "  It  would  be  superfluous 
to  enumerate  the  long  list  of  lures  which  different 
anglers  use  in  different  rivers  and  lakes  ;  but  I 
think  gentles  come  first,  then  worms  (various), 
paste,  creed  wheat,  wasp  grub,  caddis,  bread-crust, 
cheese,  greaves,  pith  and  brains,  etc. 

*  *  *  *^ 

f  Brains !  yes ;  there  are  more'specimen  fish  adorn- 
ing glass  houses  which  have  been  captured  by  the 
exercise  of  brains  than  any  other  bait.  Pith  and 
brains  for  chub.  Brains  in  the  manipulation  of  the 
nurnorous  pastes  (all.  sorts  of  colours,  O  !)  includ- 
ing "  King's  Natural."  But  the  object  of  writing  this 
note  is  to  call  attention  once  more  to  the  now 
famous  "  Esco  "  Wheat  (Natural  Cereal)  Bait.  A 
glance  at  the  advertisement  on  p.  iii  will  give 
particulars  of  price  and  where  obtainable.  Should 
any  "  beginner  "  (and  there  are  thousands  every 
season)  not  quite  know  how  to  prepare  it  for  the 
hook,  I  will  repeat  what  I  said  about  it  a  year  or 
two  ago. 


A  Silb.  Thames  Trout. 


across  a  keen  local  angler-naturalist  named  Alfred 
Bard.  I  admired  his  cases  of  fish  and  birds,  but 
what  pleased  me  most  was  watching  him  "  preserve  " 
an  otter  of  311b.  That  same  ottor  had  disturbed 
my  swim  and  upset  my  equilibrium  a  week  pre- 
viously, but  Mr.  Bard  secured  it.  I  then  said  I 
should  like  to  add  it  to  my  collection.  He  now 
writes,  after  the  lapse  of  sixteen  years,  to  say  that  he 
is  wishing  to  dispose  of  his  collection,  and  would 
like  me  to  call  at  his  pre  ent  address,  158,  Winn's- 
avenue,  Walthamstow,  to  inspect  them.  I  am  sorry 
I  have  no  room  for  any  of  his  trophies,  but  those 
who  would  care  to  view^them  with  the  object  of 
purchase  are  asked  to  do  so. 


Saved  from  the  Flood. 

A  LAEGE  number  of  persons  assembled  near 
Walton  Bridge  on  Thursday  morning,  June  11, 
when  the  Upper  Sale  was  netted  (by  permission  of 
the  Thames  Conservancy)  by  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society.  A  large  number  of  splendid 
fish,  which  had  been  deposited  there  by  the  flood, 
were  brought  to  land,  and  conveyed  in  large  baths 
to  the  main  river.  The  numbers  of  fish  taken  were 
as  follows  : — 200  fine  bream,  many  of  which  were 
over  51b.,  with  nearly  100  more  smaller  bream  ;  100 
fine  roach,  and  about  the  same  number  of  smaller 
ones  ;  some  tench  up  to  31b.  each,  a  few  perch,  and 
three  j  ack. 


"  Didn't  we,  Tom 

Onot  we  nearly  both  got  drownded. 

Didn't  we,  Tom  ? 
Time  we  stopped  ter  fish  far  roundhead, 

Comin'  home. 
[Dirt  gave  way,  an'  'fore  we  know'd  it. 

Wet  ez  rats. 

~    "  Then  we  had  to  kick  an'  holler. 

Didn't  we,  Tom  ? 
Looked  at  Tom,  he  'uz  white  as  taller 

'Fore  they  come. 
It  'uz  Farmer  Jenkins'  boys, 

'Member  that  ? 
Pulled  us  out  a'  hushed  our  noise, 

Fixed  us  pat. 

"  Jenkins'  boys  wuz  tall  an'  so, 

Warn't  they,  Tom  ? 
Sez  ter  us,  •  You'll  have  to  grow. 

Reckon,  some.' 
But  they  turned  the'r  pouts  up  double. 

Didn't  they,  Tom  ? 
Then  we  thanked  them  for  the'r  trouble, 

'N  started  home. 

"Pa,  he  wuz  the  furs  ter  ketch  us 

At  the  bam. 
'  Now,'  sez  he,  '  you  think  you'll  fetch  us 

With  er  yarn.' 
Would  he  thrashed  us  ?    Well,  he  mought  ). 

On  the  straw. 
Hadn't  some  un  happened  out — 

It  wuz  ma. 

"Then  she  tuck  us  in  ter  warm  us. 

Didn't  she,  Tom  ? 
Sed  she  bet  'at  nothin'd  harm  us,  J 

Now  we  uz  home. 
Take  our  part  ?    She  alius  do  it. 

Reckon  then 
We'll  take  her  part  ?   Yes,  we'll_stick  to  it 

When  we're  men." 


A  Queer  Catch. 

A  CORRESPONDENT,  whilst  fishing  the  "  Gresham  " 
water  at  Chesham  on  Monday  evening,  captured  a 
bat.  He  says  he  would  like  to  know  whether  others 
have  had  similar  experiences.  I  am  not  an  authority 
on  natural  history,  but  have  always  understood 
that,  bats,  although  supposed  to  be  blind,  easily 
escape  coming  into  contact  with  "obstacles,"  such 
as  trees,  telegraph  wires,  etc.,  but  there  are  instances 
on  record  of  their  having  been  inadvertently  cap- 
tured by  anglers. 


Mr.  H.  a.  Sinclair,  the  joint  hon.  sec.  of  the 
Clapton  Fly-Fishers  and  General  Angling  Society, 
writes : — "  One  of  our  members,  Mr.  Geo.  Rogers, 
whilst  spinning  for  trout  at  Penton  Hook  on 
Wednesday,  June  10,  caught  a  fine  fish  weighing 
5Jlb.,  which  gave  him  some  fine  sport.  It  is  a 
splendid  specimen,  and  well  worthy  of  a  glass  case." 


Stuffed  Birds  and  Animals  for  Sale. 

In  October,  1 892, 1  was  on  one  of  my  angling  visits 
to  a  charming  little  village  called  Ickleton,  near 
Great  Chesterford,  and  after  fishing  my  favourite 
river,  noted  for  large  dace — the  Cam — I  came 


A  Young  Sportsman. 

At  the  Holborn  Estate  School  Sports,  which  were 
held  at  Tooting  on  Wednesday,  June  10,  Master 
Willie  Brooks,  the  son  of  Mr.  Pete  ^Brooks,  the 
popular  host  of  the  Falcon  Tavern,  Gough  Square, 
weis  successful  in  winning  the  220  yards  race  in 
running.  The  prize  was  a  very  pretty  silver 
cup.  The  "  Falcon "  is  a  well  -  known  house 
amongst  the  followers  of  the  gentle  art,  two 
angling  societies  holding  their  meetings  there — the 
Society  of  Caxtonian  Anglers  and  the  Lychnobites. 
Master  Willie,  although  not  quite  twelve  years'  old, 
is  a  "  chip  of  the  old  block,"  and  has  more  than 
once  caught  more  and  better  fish  than  his  father. 


"Rates  Reduced  by  Trout" 
is  the  title  of  an  article  by  G.  H.  Hutton  in  the 
Sunday  Chronicle  of  June  7.  It  describes  Cardiff's 
Municipal  Fish  Hatchery  at  work.  "It  manages 
to  run  a  trout  hatchery  in  such  a  way  as  not  only 
to  keep  the  extensive  municipal  fisheries  well 
stocked,  but  to  relieve  the  borough  rates  by  dis- 
posing of  the  fish  which  are  not  needed  at  a 
substantial  profit.  High  up  in  the  Breconshire 
Beacons  are  two  magnificent  sheets  of  water,  51 
acres  and  42  acres  in  extent.  At  Llanishen,  three 
miles  from  Cardiff,  is  a  reservoir  59  acres  in  extent, 
and  the  Lisvane  reservoir  close  by  measures  19  acres 
At  Roath  Lake,  just  outside  the  borough  boundary 
is  an  artificial  lake  of  32  acres,  and  in  addition  the. 
Corporation  rent  three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  the 
River  Ely  on  the  western  side  of  the  town.  In  all 
these  waters  the  public  are  allowed  to  fish  at 
moderate  charges. 

*  *  *  * 
"MuNicri'AL  Trout. 

"  When  thej^ reservoirs  were  first  stocked,  ten 
years  or  so  ago,  it  was  apparent  from  the  number 
of  fishing  tickets  applied  for  that  if  sport  worth 
speaking  of  was  to  be  preserved,  fish  would  have  to 
be  purchased  annually.  Now  young  trout  are  sold 
(and  bought)  at  market  prices,  and  the  members  of 
the  council  were  quick  to  perceive  the  most  economi- 
cal course.  They  decided  to  start  their  own  hatchery. 
The  success  of  the  venture  has  exceeded  all  their 
anticipations.  It  was  in  1900  that  the  hatchery 
was  started.  The  first  two  years  were  not  par- 
ticularly promising.  In  the  first  year  lake  water 
was  used,  and  this  did  not  agree  with  the  young  fry, 
so  that  only  500  were  put  into  the  lake  as  the  result 
of  the  year's  hatchery.  The  following  year  Corpora- 
tion water  was  laid  on.  This  suited  admirably,  and 
the  fish  thrived  well  until  they  were  transferred  to 
one  of  the  smaller  ponds.  Here  the  water  had  become 
slightly  polluted  by  weed,  and  there  was  sad  mor- 
tality among  the  fish  just  when  they  were  becoming 
a  nice  size.  Then  the  main  ponds  were  removed  to 
a  spot  where  a  plentiful  supply  of  pure  water  was 
obtainable  from  a  brook.  In  1 902,  5000  fish  were 
put  into  the  lake,  and  a  similar  number  was  sold. 
In  1904  the  total  hatchery  was  19,000,  of  which 
9000  were  sold  and  the  rest  transferred  to  the  lake 
and  reservoirs. 

*  *  *  * 

"  This  season  the  home  waters  have  been  abun- 
dantly stocked  (3000  yearlings,  measuring  from  3J 
to  4  inches  long,  were  put  into  Roath  Lake  alone), 
and  in  addition  22,000  fry  have  been  sold  at 
excellent  prices  to  various  places  in  England. 
At  Llanishen  there  is  a  sub-hatchery,  and 
here  the  season's  yield  amounted  to  25,000.  The 
money  derived  from  the  sale  of  fish  and  fishing 
tickets  (and  hundreds  of  the  latter  are  disposed  of 
every  season)  is  clear  profit,  and  is  devoted  to  the 
relief  of  the  rates.  A  healthy,  well  developed 
female  trout  will  deposit  from  1000  to  3000  eggs 
annually,  but  in  the  natural  state  not  three  out  of 
every  hundred  eggs  hatch  out  even  under  favourable 
conditions,  and  when  the  young  fish  does  leave  the 
egg,  and  begins  to  swim  about  in  its  alevin  stage, 
it  simply  forms  a  dainty  prey  for  untold  natural 
enemies,  who  wait  for  it  on  every  side. 

»  *  »  * 

"But  with  an  artificial  hatchery  it  is  quite 
different.  Protected  all  through  the  early  stages, 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  spawn  is  hatched  out. 
When  the  spawning  season  is  at  hand,  at  the  latter 
end  of  November,  or  in  the  early  part  of  December, 
the  fish  seek  a  gravelly  shallow  wherein  to  deposit 
spawn.  It  is  this  natural  instinct  which  makes 
things  easy  at  the  Cardiff  hatchery.  By  a  very 
ingenious  arrangement,  as  many  trout  as  are  wanted 
are  caught.  They  are  removed  to  one  of  the  pOnds, 
and  here  the  process  of  spawning  is  carried  on 
with  the  greatest  gentleness,  care,  and  delicacy. 
The  time  of  hatching  varies  from  forty  -  five  to 
ninety  days,  and  after  about  a  third  of  this  time 
has  passed  black  spots  or  eyes  begin  to  appear 
within  the  eggs.  Then  the  process  of  hatching 
commences,  and  a  most  interesting  process  it  is  to 
watch.  Eventually  the  tiny  fish  bursts  the  shell  of 
its  egg,  and  comes  out  of  the  yolk-sac  attached  to  it 
in  what  is  known  as  the  alevin  stage  of  its  develop- 
ment. The  yolk-sac  contains  sufficient  food  to  keep 
it  alive  for  a  month  or  so,  and  at  the  end  of  that 
period  the  little  fellows  are  perfectly-formed  fish, 
ready  to  be  transferred  to  small  ponds  to  seek  their 
own  living." 


His  Future  Occupation. 

"  What  business  is  papa  in,  mamma  ?  "  "  Why, 
he  is  a  tea  sampler  ;  he  samples  the  different  kinds 
of  teas."  "Mamma."  "Yes,  my  boy."  "  Do  you 
know  what  I  want  to  be  when  I  grow  up  ?  "  "  No. 
What,  my  boy  j  "    "A  pie  sampler  !  " 

Dragnet,  j 


THE  GREAT  TOURNAMENT  IN  THE  STADIUM 
AT  THE  FRANCO-BRITISH  EXHIBITION. 

TO  BE  HELD  ON  JULY  9th  £  70th. 

s^^UA^bi^v.o^»^^^J°"™^'"^".J'  '904  (the  last  held  in  this 
country),  HARDY'S  RODS,  made  of  "  PALAKONA "  BAMBOO 

(Regd.),  won  no  less  than  TEN  events  against  SEVEN  by  all  others. 

HARDY'S  "SILEX "  Casting  Reels  won  no  less  than  SIX 
events  against  FOUR  by  all  others.  So  that  HARDY'S  Rods  and 
Reels  individually  won  more  events  than  all  other  makes  (both  British 
and  American)  put  together. 

TLi'J'  E:xpert  in  Rod-Building,  who  won  FOUR  CHAMPION- 

SnrTrfx,^*  ^^^^  Crystal  Palace  Tournament,  1904,  and  Mr.  LAURENCE 
HARDY,  who  won  the  Ambidextrous  Event,  are  prepared  to  give  personal 
attention  to  the  making  of  Special  Rods  and  Reels  for  use  at  the  forth- 
coming Tournament,  or  for  Angling  in  any  part  of  the  World. 

GREENHEART  TROUT  RODS  from  ONE  GUINEA  upwards 
CANE  BUILT  ("  Palakona "  Regd.)  RODS  from  THREE  GUINEAS  upwards 

INCOMPARABLY  SUPER/OR   TO  ALL  OTHERS 

HARDY'S  "PALAKONA"  BAMBOO  (REGD.) 

IS  much  superior  to  any  other  Bamboo  for  Rod  Making 

CATALOGUE,  1908 

Containing  248  Illustrations  of  Flies  in  Colour, 

ALSO  ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUE  IN  FRENCH  WITH  FLIES  IN  COLOUR, 


HARDY  BROS.  (Alnwick),  LTD.,  ALNWICK 

Speolallats  In  Rods,  Reels,  ami  Tackle, 
liondon  Branch :  61,  F»JLL1L,  MJLLIL,, 

MANCHESTER  BRANCH:        .o         M.„,t  S......        EDINBURGH   BRANCH:  S.  S...H  S..  0«>-  Su.... 

AT  F'RANOO-BRITISH  EXH IBITION 

NO.  8  BuUdingr-Uxbridge  Koad  E„tra„ce-a«d  Stadium,  Section  Q.R.S.  (adjoining  the  London  and  SoutI,  Western  Bank,. 
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Pfovifteial  flfiglifig  Hotes. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post. 

FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Tlie  bait-easting  tournament  promoted  by  tl\e 
Aston  Britannia  A.S.  will  bo  held  on  Saturday, 
June  20.  It  is  the  first  time  that  we  have  had 
anything  of  the  kind  in  our  city.  The  competition 
will  be  held  on  the  Aston  Villa  football  ground.  The 
first  cast  will  take  place  at  four  o'clock.  There  will 
be  four  events,  the  first  will  be  loz.  bait-casting 
In  the  Nottingham  style  ;  second  competition,  2oz. 
bait-casting  in  the  Nottingham  style  ;  third  com- 
petition, loz.  bait-casting  in  the  Thames  style  ; 
fourth  competition,  2oz.  bait-casting  in  the  Thames 
stylo.  Three  prizes  will  be  given  for  each  com- 
petition : — First  prize,  gold  medal  ;  second  prize, 
silver  English  watch  ;  third  prize,  10s.  The  rules 
governing  all  the  competitions  are  that  the  com- 
petitor casting  the  farthest  and  most  accurate  to 
the  desired  spot  be  declared  the  winner,  the  best  of 
three  casts  to  count.  Mr.  H.  W.  Miller,  the  general 
secretai'y  of  the  Provincial  Association,  will  act  as 
referee  ;  the  entrance  fee  is  Is.  for  each  event.  The 
Birmingham  A.  A.  will  fish  their  annual  contest  on 
the  second  Monday  in  September  in  the  River 
Severn  at  Tewkesbury  ;  £100  together  with  the 
silver  challenge  cup  and  diplomas  will  be  fished  for. 
The  balance  sheet  of  the  association  has  just  been 
issued.  The  amount  in  the  bank  to  the  credit  of 
the  association  is  close  on  £200,  and  the  total 
number  of  members  9108.  A  bye-law  has  been 
passed  preventing  clubs  from  taking  fish  under  the 
association  limits;  a  fine  of  £1  will  be  placed  upon 
them  for  the  first  offence,  and  expulsion  for  the 
second  offence.  We  have  had  some  very  nice 
showers,  which  has  put  our  rivers  in  nice  condition. 
Trout  fishing  in  the  Elan  Valley  has  beaten  all 
records.  During  last  week  over  3cwt.  were 
taken.  Good  sport  has  also  been  had  on  Dovey, 
Blythe,  Teme,  and  upper  reaches  of  the  Severn. 
The  L.and  N.W.R.  Co.  have  informed  the  secretary 
of  the  A.B.S.  that  they  will  not  be  able  to  run  trains 
to  Lichfield  on  July  11  next,  so  another  place  will 
have  to  be  selected  for  their  aimual  contest.  A  great 
number  of  anglers  will  tm-n  out  on  Saturday  next, 
June  20,  to  celebrate  the  opening  of  the  coarse 
fishing  season. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  coarse  fishing  in  the  Fen  district  was  inaugu- 
rated on  Tuesday  in  favourable  weather,  and 
although  several  local  rods  were  out  it  is  not  ex- 
pected that  many  visitors  will  come  into  the 
district  for  at  least  another  week.  In  the  opinion 
of  the  writer,  one  need  be  in  no  particular  hurry  to 
form  an  acquaintance  with  the  coarser  species,  for 
notwithstanding  that  the  spawning  season  has  been 
a  somewhat  favourable  one,  there  are  certain  kinds 
of  fish  which  will  not  be  in  fit  condition  for  some 
time.  This  more  particularly  applies  to  roach, 
but  perch  have  sufficiently  recovered  to  be  angled 
for.  They  are,  in  fact,  in  very  forward  condition, 
and  a  commencement  may  also  be  made  amongst 
the  bream.  For  the  latter,  a  trial  along  the  lower 
peaches  of  the  Witham  will  undoubtedly  meet  with 
satisfactory  results.  Recently  they  have  been 
showing  themselves  hereabouts,  especially  alon^  the 
Dogdyke  and  Chapel  Hill  sections.  Maggot  and 
paste  baits  should  be  used  with  success. 


FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

^  In  the  top  stretches  of  the  River  Hull  a  few  brace 
of -trout  were  taken  last  week-end,  but  only  small, 
the  best  fish  I  hear  of  only  scaling  13|oz.  Sport 
on  the  Driffield  Canal  has  only  been  moderate,  and 
this  week  so  far  very  little  has  been  done,  the 
climatic  conditions  not  being  at  all  conducive  to 
sport,  and  to-day  (Wednesday)  it  has  rained  con- 
tinuously for  hours,  and  the  rain  will  no  doubt  im- 
prove matters  greatly  for  this  week-end.  A  few  nice 
roach  and  dace  have  been  taken  in  the  tidal  waters, 
all  of  which  have  been  in  fairly  good  condition, 
which  augurs  well  for  the  early  part  of  the  season. 
The  first  and  opening  match  of  the  River  Hull  A.  A. 
took  place  on  the  tidal  portion  of  the  river  at  Wilf- 
holme,  Mr.  W.  E.  Hay  securing  tlie  first  prize  with 
1  lb.  loz.  ;  Messrs.  J.  Burton  and  W.  J.  Barker 
being  second  and  third  with  about  fib.  of  fish  each. 
The  Hull  Angling  and  Preservatioii  Society  havB 
arranged  to  hold  their  annual  open  match  and 
"  Cutting  challenge-cup  "  competition  on  -  the 
River  Aneholnie  at  Ferriby  Sluice  on  June  27. 
Steamboat  to  leave  the  Hull  Victoria  Pier  at  2  p.m. 


The  hatch  of  fly  is  very  poor  indeed  just  now, 
probably  brought  about  by  the  cold  snap  in  the 
weather  which  we  had  last  week.  1  was  on 
the  lake  on  Tuesday,  and  although  the  day 
was  fine  and  warm,  I  do  not  think  I  saw  fifty 
files  during  a  stay  of  seven  hours.  A  few 
trout  were  rising,  but  were  mostly  coming  short, 
and  the  best  boat  that  I  came  across  had  but  three 
fish,  with  the  best  lilb.  I  quite  think,  however, 
that  with  the  improvement  in  the  weather  some 
good  trout  will  yet  be  killed  with  the  above  fly.  A 
fine  fish  was  got  at  the  latter  end  of  last  week  by 
trolling,  its  captor  being  Mr.  Kenworthy.  It 
weighed  41b.  9oz.,  and  was  in  capital  condition. 
Char  have  been  "  off  "  during  the  rough  weather, 
but  are  now  coming  on  again.  We  had  a  deluge  of 
rain  here  on  Satvirday.  June  13,  and  all  the  streams 
were  at  bank -high  flood,  and  some  good  baskets  of 
trout  were  taken  with  worm.  They,  the  streams, 
are  now  at  a  good  height  for  evening  fishing,  but 
on  the  high  side  for  night  fishing. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

To-day  (Saturday)  the  match  fishing  season  opens 
all  over  the  county.  Blackleach  are  at  Astley, 
Tyldesley  at  Morley's,  Clifton  and  Walkden  at 
Boothstown,  and  Royal  Walton  at  Blackley,  and 
the  Longsight  Association  will  fish  their  only 
contest  next  AVednesLday  and  Saturday.  Our  rivers 
have  only  yielded  fair  sport,  but  then  they  are,  as 
a  rule,  late.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  all  visitors 
to  the  Llanymynech  district  will  support  the  local 
association  who  are  protecting  anglers,  appeasing 
the  farmers  for  damage,  and  putting  up  stiles. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Our  great  annual  holiday  is  over,  but  beyond  the 
fact  that  our  locals  have  got  home  very  little  news 
is  stirring.  A  few  who  went  to  Ireland  will  not 
soon  forget  their  sea  passage,  for  everyone  did  some 
grouiid-baiting.  Great  sympathy  is  felt  for  the 
veteran  treasurer  of  the  Buckland  anglers,  in  a 
bereavement  that  has  occurred  in  his  family.  From 
a  sporting  point  of  view,  Whit  week  was  a  blank. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Windermere  is  not  fishing  as  it  should  do,  reckon- 
ing that  it  is  in  the  middle  of  the  May  Fly  season. 


'   FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Trent  anglers,  on  the  inaugural  day  of  the 
season,  were  disappointed,  for  the  weather  was 
extremely  cold  and  cheerless,  with  drizzling  showers 
falling  at  frequent  intervals.  The  river  had  fallen 
into  low  and  clear  volume,  thus,  for  streaming 
purposes,  necessitating  the  vise  of  the  lightest 
possible  line  and  tackle.  But,  then,  in  this  respect, 
the  wet  upsets  everything.  There  had  been  a  run 
on  gentles  and  caddis  grubs  ;  whilst  lobworms, 
fortimately,  were  plentiful,  though  fetching  3s.  4d. 
per  thousand  in  many  instances.  And,  after  all, 
what  sport  was  enjoyed  was  obtained,  for  the  most 
part,  by  the  "  succulent  lob."  Ledgering  was  chiefly 
relied  upon,  and  the  process  accounted  for  a  large 
quantity  of  eels  of  fairly  good  size.  The  river 
swarms  with  them.  At  Shardlow  the  subscribers 
(very  few  out)  took  from  ten  to  twenty  per  rod, 
and  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  land  a  brace  of  trout. 
Being  small,  however,  I  put  them  back.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  all  scale  fish  are  late  this  season. 
So  far,  few  have  shown  themselves  on  the  "  scours." 
Amongst  sundry  roach  creeled  on  the  section  named 
on  Tuesday  bj'  Mr.  A.  Ball,  three  had  not  spawned. 
A  leviathan  salmon  has  taken  possession  of  the 
barbel  run  at  the  top  of  what  is  known  as  the 
"  Long  Swim,"  and  he  might  easily  be  induced  to 
accept  a  trolling  minnow  of  the  Devon  pattern. 
Wednesday  was  again  wet,  and  the  outlook  at  the 
time  of  writing  was  most  unfavourable. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Rain,  rain — two  days  of  heavy  rain  and  every 
likelihood  of  its  continuance,  and  the  temperature 
very  low  !  The  rivers,  though  above  ordinary  level, 
were  fining  down,  when  the  heavy  rain  of  Wednesday 
night  again  cavised  a  great  discoloration  of  the 
Teme  and  its  tributaries ;  the  Green  Drake, 
Caddis,  and  Orl  fiies  were  out  by  thousands,  and 
sport  was  good,  but  on  Friday  (June  1 2)  it  was  seen 
that  the  May  Fly  was  practically  extingidshed  by 
the  heavy  rain — hardly  one  was  to  be  seen.  The 
Severn  was  not  so  much  affected,  though  the 
water  was  \'ery  dirty,  but  very^  few  fished  it. 
On  Sunday,  Monday,  and  Tuesday  some  capital 
catches  of  trout  were  caught  with  the  worm  and 
maggot  in  private  water  ;    and  others  had  good 


Where  to  Go  to  Fish. — Information  where  to  go  for  fishing 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  on  the  Continent,  and  in  otlier  parts  of 
the  world  is  given  in  "  The  Angler's  Diary,"  over  300  pages. 
New  edition  now  ready.  Sent,  post  free  for  Is.  8d.  in  stamps, 
by  the  Manager,  Fishiiig  Gazette,  19,  Adam-street,  Adelphi, 
Strand,  London,  W.C. 


sport  in  the,  Shropshire  and  Welsh  streams,  which 
were  in  capital  order.  The  open  season  for  coarse 
fish  has  now  (;omnienced.  and  the  cluljs  have  been 
busy  arranging  their  different  competitions,  which 
will  be  numerous  this  season;  and  tliore  is  every 
prospect  of  good  sport.  Roach  and  bream  are  very 
late  in  spawning  this  season,  but  the  dace  are  off  the 
scours  and  the  chub  plentiful  in  some  of  the  streams, 
and  if  wo  should  got  some  decent  weather,  anglers 
should  have  pleasant  times. 

  m 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  coarse  fishing  season  opened  on  Juno  10, 
but  as  yet  there  is  no  report  to  make  on  sport  in 
this  district,  anglers  having  barely  had  time  to 
turn  the  corner,  and  until  after  this  wook-end  the 
change  of  "  seasons  "  will  hardly  make  itself  felt. 
Most  kinds  of  fish,  particularly  tho  roach,  have 
scarcely  loft  tho  spawning  beds.  Trout  fishers 
found  the  warm  weather  beneficial  in  hatching  out 
flies,  and  the  Stone  Fly  has  been  much  in  evidence 
on  the  best  waters.  The  recent  rains  also  did  gofwl 
all  roimd.  The  best  was  made  of  the  limited  period 
that  remained  to  trout  fishers,  most  of  whom  had 
something  to  take  home  after  their  early  morning 
or  late  evening  outings,  the  deepest  parts  of  tho 
streams  yielding  the  best  results.  Waltonians  have 
been  overhauling  their  tackle  in  preparation  for 
coarse  fishing.  Many  anglers  are  concerned  for  the 
purity  of  our  fishing  streams  running  through  manu- 
facturing centres.  It  is  reported  that  the  Sheffield 
canal  contains  thousands  of  poisoned  fish,  it  being 
surmised  that  the  mischief  has  been  done  by  the 
presence  of  vitriol  in  the  water,  the  same  having 
fiowed  in  from  adjacent  works.  During  the  recent 
bad  weather  Scarborough  fishermen  suffered  very 
heavy  losses  of  gear,  consisting  of  hundreds  of  crab 
"  pots."  About  half  the  sufferers  are  members  of 
the  Scarborough  Coblemen's  Friendly  Society 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  got  less  sultry  and  bright  and 
some  rain  has  fallen.  Sport  has  shown  much 
improvement  on  the  southern  waters  in  the  salmon 
department.  Lake  fishing  has  been  producti\-e  of 
good  sport  at  brown  trout  everywhere.  Peal  have 
been  coming  in  pretty  freely  on  all  the  principal 
rivers,  bu^t  sport  has  been  backward  so  far  among 
them.  Sea-trout  have  furnished  fair  or  average 
sport  on  Waterville  Lake,  many  of  the  fish  had 
weighing  between  31b.  and  41b.  Sea  fishing  has 
been  productive  of  good  sport  at  pollack,  especially 
on  the  Atlantic  Coast.  Bottom  fishing  has  com- 
menced, but  sport,  so  far,  has  been  below  the 
standard.  At  a  few  stations  in  Cork  and  Kerry 
bass  are  reported  numerous. 

North  of  Ireland. 
Fishing  the  Caronroe  reaches  of  the  Bann  the 
first  three  days  of  last  week,  Mr.  C.  W.  Henderson, 
Belfast,  killed  two,  six  and  one  salmon  ;  and  the 
following  days,  Messrs.  Trevor,  Henderson,  and 
W.  H.  Carson,  fishing  from  the  same  boat,  killed 
three,  three,  and  six  salmon  averaging  11  lb.  each. 
At  Movanagher,  trout  fishing  during  the  e\ening 
rise.  Dr.  Boyd  and  Messrs.  A.  M'Gugan,  T.  Scott, 
W.  K.  Hanna,  W.  H.  Carson,  and  othgrs  made 
good  baskets,  the  largest  trout  killed  weighing  31b. 
The  Erne  has  been  a  bit  disturbed  by'the^rain, 
but  this  has  been  compensated  by  the'  additional 
run  of  salmon  up  from  the  Atlantic.  On  tho 
tributaries  trout  fishing  has  been  fair  latterly.  The 
Faughan,  Roe,  and  other  of  the  Londonderry  rivers 
have  very  much  benefited  by  the  floods.  The  white 
trout  are  running,  and  sport  may  be  looked  forward 
to  with  certainty.  The  East  Tyrone  nvers  are 
beginning  to  fish  better,  particularly  the  Black- 
water,  on  which  sport  has  been  far  from  good  up  to 
the  present,  and  the  same  applies  to  the  Ballinderry. 
In  both  these  rivers  salmon  are  in  the  lower  v\  aters, 
having  come  in  tha  last  spate.  When  the  Fisherv 
branch  of  the  Agricultural  Department  was  started 
some  years  ago  with  a  flourish  of  trumpets,  some 
people  expected  that  groat  tilings  would  be  done 
for  the  salmon  and  trout  fishe:-ies,  particularlj'  in 
the  north,  a  region  which  British  statesmen  do' not 
find  it  necessary  to  coddle  or  bribe.  But.  apart 
from  a  few  doles  of  money  annually  to  the  Boards 
of  Conservators,  bound  up  in  the  usual  red  tape  as 
to  how  it  is  not  to  be  extravagantly  wasted  (?), 
nothing  has  been  done  to  encourage  the  fisheries'. 
The  Department  can  find  money  for  everrthino-, 
save  the  fisheries.  If  it  would  print  fewer  returns! 
which  nobody  reads,  and  unloose  its  pur39-s?trino-3 
a  bit  more,  it  would  justify  its  existence.  Year  bv 
year  the  fisheries  are  going  to  the  bad  for  the  want 

of  protection,  which  is  really  all  that  is  needed  

that  and  the  abolition  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant's 
prerogative  in  the  matter  of  reducing  fines  inflicted 
upon  poachers  and  ri\-er  poisoners  would  do  a  great 
deal  towards  rehabilitating  the  Irish  rivers. 
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"  pleasant 
to  use  and  clean 
as  Eau  de  Cologne. 

PROTECTS 

from 

JVfOSQXJITOES, 

SANDFLIES, 
MIDGES,   GNATS,  and  other 
riverside  pests. 

ITS  VALUE  has  been  PROVED 
AT  HOME  and  ABROAD. 


Pocket  Bottles,  Is.  2d.:  Larger  Sprinkler  Bot 
ties,  2/-,  3/3.  5/3.    The  "  Miiscatol"  Spray 
4/9 ;  all  post  free  from  the  Maker, 

FRANK  A.  ROGERS,  Chemist, 
327,  Oxford  Street,  London,  W. 


LOUGH  MELVIN 

THE  ISLAND  OF  INISH  KEEN. 
TO  1*13  T 

for  a  fortnight  from  about  August  6th, 

COMFORTABLY  FURNISHED  COTTAGE 

Two  sitting  rooms,  four  bedrooms, 
servants'  room.  Three  boats.  Plate 
and  linen. — For  terms  apply, 
Major  E.  A.  Cboft,  Inish  Keen,  Bally 
shannon,  Co.  Donegal. 


TO  DRY-FLY  MEN 

FLYFLOAT 

(PAT.  PROV.) 

"A  Wonderful  New  Dry-Fly  Floater." 

"Floats  flies  'like  corks.'" — Editor,  Fishiiuj 
Gazette,  11th  April. 

Makes  diy-fly  fishing  easy  and  pleasant.  One 
dressing  practically  permanent.  In  neat  bottle 
for  the  pocket,  with  brush  and  directions,  1/1 
post  free  from 

J.  CRAIG,  1,  Lindsay  Road,  DUBLIN 


THE  ROYAL  ROUTE. 


SUMMER  TOURS 

in  the  WESTERN  HIGHLANDS  and 
ISLANDS  OF  SCOTLAND 

BY  THE 

Royal  Mail  Steamers  of 
David  MacBrayne,  Ltd. 

'COLUMBA,'  'lONA,'  'CHIEFTAIN,'  &c. 
Official  Guide,  Bd. 

Tourist  Profe'ramnie  free  liy  post  from  David 
MacBrayne,  Ltd.,  119,  Hope  Street,  Glasgow. 


Over  30  years'  success  as  the  infallible 
Bait  for  Koach,  Bream,  and  all  other 
bottom  fish,  has  made 

KING'S  NATURAL 
(PASTE)  BAIT 

An  absolute  necessity  to  every  Angler. 
Sticks  well  on  the  Hook.  Two  Colours. 
White  and  Pink.   Packets  3d.  &  6d.  each. 

CEFtOLEUlVr. 

A  Compound  of  Deer  and  Mutton  Fats, 

Bees'  Wax,  &c. 
The  best  DRESSING  for  Lines  known. 

Cakes  6d.  and  is.  each. 


Ot  TACKLE  DEALERS  at  home  and  abroad,  oi 
direct  from  the  Maker, 

WILLIAlVa  KING, 

Chemist,  Woodlands,  St.  John's,  Ipswich. 

Pu.sTAOE  Extra. 


WORMS  AND  OTHER  LIVE  BAITS 

Fresli  daily.    Packed  in  Moss.  Bkandlinos, 

MAIDENDEWS,  COCKSPURS,  MAt.SH  WORMS,  &C. 
Any  iiuantity.    300,  1/6  ;  500,  2/- ;  1,000,  3/6 ;  also 
large  Lobs  for  Salmon  flishing,  1/6  per  100.  All 
can-iage  paid.   Address — 
T.  HOLMES,  10,  Bingley  Street,  Leeds. 


ARMSTRONG'S 

auomioNs. 

Avail  Yourself  of 
this  Offerm 


On  receipt  of  remittcince  or  banker's 
reference  any  four  of  the  rods  or  reels 
quoted  below  will  be  sent  carriage 
paid  on  approval.  If  unsatis- 
factory we  will  pay  the  carriage 
back  and  refund  money  in  full.  It 
thus  costs  nothing  to  test  the  value 
offered,  and  seeing  and  trying  the 
actual  rod  is  better  than  reading  a 
hundred  catalogues.  Other  goods 
than  rods  or  reels  will  be  exchanged 
f  not  approved. 


FLY  RODS, 

lOi,  11,  and  12  ft.,  split  cane,  steel  centre, 
two  tops,  cork  grip,  rubber  button,  lock 
joints,  snake  rings,  perfect  balance  and 
power,  our  own  make  throughout.  Usual 
price,  £5  5s. ;  present  price,  £3  5s, 

ENGLISH  SPLIT  CANE, 

lOJ  and  11  ft.,  cork  grip,  rubber  button 
lock  joints,  lovely  finish,  in  2  or  3  pieces 
with  spare  top,  40/-. 

AMERICAN  SPLIT  CANE, 

Highest  class,  lOi,  11,  and  12  ft.,  snako 
rings,  2  tops,  closely  whipped,  superb 
quality,  English  finish,  21/-. 

BROOK  OR  LADY'S  ROD, 

Lovely  split  cane,  8  to  10  ft.,  2  tops, 
weight  4  to  6  ozs.,  charming  little  weapon, 
every  angler  should  have  one  for  small 
streams.  Usual  price,  £4  4s. :  our  price. 
42/-. 

The  same  rod  in  greenheart,  8  to  10  ft., 
4.J  to  7  ozs.,  32/6. 

FLY  RODS, 

Greenheart,  highest  quality,  IQi,  11, 
and  12  ft.,  cork  or  pigskin  grips,  rubber 
button,  snake  rings,  lock  joints,  best 
finish  and  quality,  perfect  balance  and 
action,  equal  to  anything  at  50/-.  Price 
30/-. 

GREENHEART  FLY  RODS, 

lOi,  11,  and  12  ft.,  2  tops,  snake  rings, 
cork  grip,  well  finished,  grand  action,  15/-. 

GREENHEART, 

10|,  11,  and  12  ft.,  1  top,  snake  rings, 
swelled  balanced  grip,  powerful  rods,  6/6. 

SALMON  RODS, 

Pine  greenheart,  double  cork  grips,  2  tops, 
lock  joints,   magnificent   balance  and 
action,  14  and  15  ft.,  45/-:  16  and  18  ft 
50/-. 

STRONG  GREENHEART 
SALMON  RODS, 

Swelled  handle,  good  finish,  1  top,  14 
and  15  ft.,  10/6  ;  16  and  18  ft.,  16/6. 


Get  our  List  of  Steel 
Boats  and  Punts  that 
never  leak. 


Address  in  fulls— 

ARMSTRONG 

AND  CO., 

Sporting  Gun  Jjept.y 
115,  N'LAND  STREET, 
NEWCASTLE-OIM  -TYNE. 


FISHING  IN  RHODESIA! 


fur  Sfumfinif, 


Mr.  Evans.  114,  VauxliaU  Walk.  Lambeth,  writes 
"L;iiit  pair  lasted  me  nearly  tj  years." 

Mr.  Jones,  Feira,  Khmiesia.  writes:  "Jute  Bootst  and 
Shoea  annfortahU  and  Ui/htfor  walking,  and  exccUfnt  for 
S/iootinn,  being  nointl*^*.^.  iO/-  unclosed  for  furthtr  supply.  ' 

Enclose  length  of  Walking  Shoe, 
Colour— Brown.  Black,  or  Prices  (post  free). 

White.  Children's.  Ladies".  Gent' 

T>.  Superior  Canvas  fas  perillus.)  —        2,'6  2/3 
E.  Boots,  suit  fishing,  climbing,  &e. 

(non-slipping)  — -        3,'-  3/3 

Ditto  Thick  Stront;  (Irey  Canvas  —       3/3  3/6 
If  three  pairs  at  one  time,  reduction  of  2{/.  per  pair. 
Full  List  Free.  Post  free  United  Kinydom.  abroad  vxt 
Established  over2U  years. 

PATENT  CANVAS  SHOE  CO.,  14,  StepsRd.,  nr.  Glasgow 

Send  P.O.  dirt'ct.  Agents  Wanted. 


TO  DRY   FLY  FISHERS. 


MUCILIN 

(REOISTERED). 

The  Finest  Preparation  for  making  lines 
and  flies  to  float.   Solid  for  lines,  liquid 
for  flies.   Clean  and  easy  to  use. 

Will  not  injure  the  most  delicate  fibre  of 
Cotton,  Flax,  .Silk,  or  Wool  ;  neither  oil  nor 
varnish  line  proollngs.  Finest  preparation  tor 
dressing  pine  silk  lines  for  live  baiting  or  trollin 

Sent  out  in  Tins  and  Bottles,  1/-  each 

l^ilatt  whin  ordtnny  whutkar  Solid  or  Liquid. 

THOS.  ASPINALL 

(fNVKNTOll  ANK  M,LK  .MAKKlt), 

Analytical  and  Manufacturing  Cliemist, 

Carlton  Street  Chemical  Works,  BOLTON 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

This  Society  rents,  for  the  use  of  Its  members, 
about  8  miles  of  water  from  Rickmansworth  to 
near  Denham,  Uxbridge  (including  the  Hare- 
fleld  Valley  Fishery).  Re-stocked  with  about 
7000  coarse  fish.  Country  headquarters,  Fish- 
eries Hotel,  Harefield.  Nearest  stations  Denham 
and  Rickmansworth.  Meetings  each  Wednes- 
day at  8.30  p.m.  and  particulars  of  Secretai-y 
at  Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'  Road,  Westbourne 
Park,  W. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS 
SOCIETY. 

Pre»»(tene— Sir  BDWABD  BIRKBKCK,  BABT 
Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Filed 
Prices.  Meetings  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  1,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don, at  8  p.m.  For  information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Offices  at  the  same  address. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Prement—Wmi  GBOEGB  HAMILTON. 
Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  B.C.,  at  8  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  Waters 
at  Chesham,  and  extensive  Coarse  Fishing 
Waters  at  Kelvedon,  Essex.  There  is  a  valuable 
Reference  Library  at  the  disposal  of  members. 
— For  information,  apply  to  the  Sbcrbtary. 
Subscription  payable  from  January  I. 


Snrplns  Library  Books 


and  New  Remaiders 


OFFERED  AT 

GREATLY  REDUCED  PRICES 

The  JUNE  LIST,  now  ready, 
contains  Popular  Works  on  Sport, 
Travel,  Biography,  and  Fiction 

Sent  post  free  on  application  to 

MUDIE'S  LIBRARY, 

30-34,  New  Oxford  St.,  London. 

241,  Brompton  Road,  8.W. 
48,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C. 


Cast  yonr  Eye  on  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  tlie  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  PLIBS, 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  2S.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  13  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 

WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powers 

— having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle, 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 


WHITE  BROTHERS, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufaetupers, 
OMAQH,  IRELAND, 


FRESH  KILLED  TROUT. 

TWO=YEAR-OLD  TROUT 

ffom  Jib.  to  Jib.  weight.  Guaranteed 
coclile  fed,  giving  a  delicious  flavour. 
Any  quantity  forwarded  at  short  notice. 
Price  1/6  per  lb.  — The  Anderton 
Hall  Fishery,  Horwich,  Lanes. 


FISHING  RIGHTS  IN  RIVER 
BLACKWATER, 

Three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  length,  within 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  of  Braintree 
Station, 

TO  BE  LET  FOR  THE  SEASON,  £5. 

John  G.  Vaizey,  Braintree,  Essex. 


COMBINATION  PRIEST  AND 
FISH  MEASURE. 

Serves  both  to  measure  and  to  kill  the  Fish. 
VERY  COMPACT. 
General  Size,  Sd.,  post  free. 

From  the  original  maker  of  the  Priest,  new 

address, 

A.  SPURi?,  104,  Oxford  St.,  Werneih,  Oldham,  Lanes. 

TKRMS  TO  TItAI>E. 


Instruction 

i^HB  HOW  TO  BE  5UCCE55FUL. 
Posi  free  \  HOW  TO  FLlEi;  j 

nP  f    \  H0WT0U5E  THEM  / 

ALNWICK.\L      ,  J 


P 


ears 


The  goodness  in  Pears' 
Soap  is  an  antidote  for  all 
Dad  complexions. 

For  goodness  sake  use 
'-'ears^ 

Sold  in  every  land. 
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ANSWEES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

H.  F.  T.  Galle,  Ceylon. — Major  Hales'  "  How  to 
Tie  Salmon  Flies." — The  new  edition  is  not  yet 
ready  ;  it  will  be  advertised  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
when  ready.  Thanks  for  the  information  you  kindly 

sent. 


Xettere  to  the  Ebitor. 

iWe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

THE  UPPER  THAMES  AND  ANGLING 
INTERESTS. 

Dear  Sir,^ — Yovir  readers  will,  I  think,  be  glad 
to  hear  that,  thanks  to  the  efforts  of  the  Tliames 
Rights  Protection  Committee,  the  Thames  League, 
and  the  two  great  Federations  of  London  Anglers, 
with  assistance  from  many  smaller  bodies,  the 
Government  have  been  induced  to  promise  a  repre- 
sentative on  the  Board  of  Conservancy  expressly 
appointed  to  look  after  the  interests  of  anglers  and 
boating  men. 

This  recognition  of  the  right  of  the  public  who 
use  the  river,  and  who  provide  at  least  a  quarter 
of  the  Conservators'  income,  to  be  represented  on 
the  board  is  a  great  step  in  advance.  One  repre- 
sentative for  these  big  and  important  interests  is, 
of  course,  not  sufficient,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  we 
shall  have  the  influence  of  your  paper  in  obtaining 
for  anglers  separate  representation  on  the  board. 

Would  you  pardon  me  for  saying  that  in  a  recent 
article  of  your*  on  this  subject,  you,  unintentionally, 
of  course,  misrepresented  the  objects  of  the  Thames 
Rights  Protection  Conmiittee.  We  hope  to  obtain 
a  declaration  that  the  public  is  entitled  to  use  as  a 
footpath  land  which  has  been  so  used  from  time 
practically  immemorial.  There  is  no  idea  of  buying 
up  a  hundred  miles  of  towpath  or  concreting  the 
banks. 

It  is  true  as  a  proposition  of  law  that  the  right  of 
towing  does  not  give  the  right  to  use  the  towpath 
as  a  footpath,  but  the  footpath  rights  can  be  ac- 
quired over  the  identical  land  over  which  the  tow- 
path  goes  just  in  the  same  way  as  they  can  be 
acquired  over  other  land. — Yours  truly, 

A  Member  of  the  Thames  Rights 
Protection  Committee. 

[As  T  said  in  my  note,  I  quite  approve  the  general 
principle  that  all  interests  of  any  importance 
should  be  fairly  represented.  What  I  regretted  was 
that  the  Thames  Rights  Protection  Committee 
should  make  what  I  consider  an  imfair  and  uncalled- 
for  attack  on  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board, 
which  has  done  such  admirable  work  f  or  the  Thames 
— work  which  deserves  our  grateful  recognition. — 
Ed.] 

FISHING  IN  FRANCE. 
Dear  Sir, — It  may  interest  many  of  your  readers 
to  know  that  excellent  fishing  can  be  obtained  in 
France,  in  practically  a  virgin  river,  within  a  few 
hours  of  Paris  in  the  west,  a  beautiful  part  of  the 
country,  with  fields,  lanes  and  hedges,  reminding  one 
of  England. 

I  refer  to  the  River  Sarthe,  which  I  have  fished 
for  many  years  with  my  friends.  We  have  imi- 
formly  had  excellent  sport. 

Everyone  has  heard  of  Angers,  an  ancient  and 
beautiful  city  in  the  Department  of  Maine-et-Loire. 

There  is  a  picturesque  village  called  Morannes,  on 
tire  banks  of  the  river,  about  fifteen  miles  from 
Angers,  and  I  often  make  that  my  headquarters. 
The  population  is  about  1200,  and  it  has  a  railway 
station  on  the  main  line  from  Paris  to  Angers, 
with  an  excellent  direct  service  of  trains,  from  the 
Gare  des  Invalides,  Chemin  de  fer  de  I'Ouest,  Paris. 
The  journey  takes  five  hom-s  through  Chartres,  Le 
Mans,  etc.    Corridor  trains.    Fare  about  15s. 

The  Sarthe  is  about  as  wide  as  the  Thames  at 
Cookham,  Bourne  End,  etc.  Carp,  pike,  perch, 
bream,  roach,  etc.    No  trout. 

The  Sarthe  is  a  navigable  river  with  locks,  etc., 
but  there  is  very  little  traffic.  Steam  and  electric 
launches  are  unknown. 

The  river  is  very  deep  in  parts.  I  always  fish  in 
deep  water. 

Fly  fishing  is  unknown.  The  French  in  that 
part  of  the  couiltry  are  not  sufficiently  advanced  for 
that,  but  possibly  wonders  could  be  accompUshed 
in  that  direction  by  an  adept. 

Even  with  inferior  French  tackle  I  have  had 
excellent  sport,  as  I  have  said  before,  and  I  feel 
confident  that  I  should  succeed  even  better  with 
English  tackle. 

There  are  two  ancient  mills,  dating  back  a 
thousand  years,  with  weirs  teeming  with  fish,  about 
a  mile  on  either  side  of  Morannes,  where  permission 
i?  given,  to  fish,  free  of  charge,  by  the  obliging 
owners. 

Living  is  very  cheap..     Tliere  is  a  nice  clean  inn 


at  Morannes,  called  the  Hotel  de  la  Boule  d'Or, 
kept  by  an  elderly  woman  named  Madame  Labelle, 
where  anglers  can  put  up  with  comfort. 

The  cost  is  only  five  francs  per  day  for  bedroom, 
full  board,  and  wine  included.  The  Department  of 
Maine-et-Loire  is  a  wine  country. 

The  Maire  of  Morannes,  Monsieur  Boutaut,  a 
gentleman  of  property  and  position,  will  be  pleased 
to  answer  any  inqiiiries  from  Englishmen,  who  can 
also  correspond  with  Madame  Labelle. 

There  are  interesting  and  historical  places  to  visit 
in  the  environs.  . 

I  also  stop  at  another  ancient  village  called  Bns- 
sarthe,on  the  Sarthe,  about  six  miles  from  Morannes. 
The  sport  there  is  excellent,  but  the  accommodation 
more  primitive.     Living  cheaper  even  still. 

Monsieur  Morillon,  the  cliief  resident  at  Brissarthe, 
will  also  be  pleased  to  reply  to  any  communications 
from  Englishmen,  and  to  advise  them  on  their 
arrival,  where  to  stav,  where  to  fish,  etc. 

The  population  of  Brissarthe  is  700.  It  is  near 
Chateauneuf-sur-Sarthe,  a  market  town,  where 
anglers  can  also  stay.  The  inhabitants  are 
laborious,  amiable  and  polite  to  Englishmen. 

French  fishing  tackle,  rods,  landing-nets,  etc., 
are  sold  at  all  these  places,  but  I  advise  my  country- 
men to  bring  their  own. — Yours  truly. 

An  Engushman. 


SEA-TROUT  FISHING  IN  FRANCE. 
Dear  Sir,— Could  any  of  your  readers  inform 
me  as  to  particulars  of  sea-trout  fishing  in  France, 
for  which  I  should  be  greatly  obliged  ?— Yours 
trulv,  H.K. 


CITY  OF  LONDON  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
Dear  Sir, — Tlie  members  of  the  committee  repre- 
senting the  City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society 
respectfully  wish  to  point  out  that  m  their  opinion 
no  Board  (to  be  appointed  by  the  proposed  Port 
of  London  Bill),  to  be  entrusted  with  the  manage- 
ment and  conservancy  of  the  Upper  Thames,  can 
be  considered  complete  or  satisfactory  that  does 
not  include  members  directly  representing  the 
interests  of  angling  societies  and  fishery  preservation 
societies,  such  representation  being  greatly  in  the 
interest  of  the  public  at  large,  as  being  powerfully 
conducive  to  the  protection  of  the  river  against  pol- 
lution, and  at  the  same  time  securing  proper  and 
efficient  guardianship  for  that  purpose.  The  members 
of  the  said  committee  further  wish  to  point  out  that, 
in  their  opinion,  it  wovild  be  very  desirable,  and 
especially  for  the  purpose  of  proper  protection  and 
control,  that  where  no  owner  of  a  fishery  can  be 
found,  that  the  Board  to  be  created  under  the  Bill 
in  question  should  bs  invested  with  the  rights  of 
custodianship  of  such  fishery,  and  appointed  trustee 
on  behalf  of  the  public,  power  of  course  being  given 
to  frame  such  necessary  rules  and  regulations  as 
may  be  required  for  due  and  reasonable  public 
enjoyment.  It  is  also  considered  that  the  right  of 
the  public  to  the  use  of  the  towpath  should  be 
declared  and  set  forth  by  a  clause  in  the  Bill  itself, 
making  the  towpath  a  public  highway — or  in  such 
other  legal  manner  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure 
that  object. — Yours  truly, 

John  Dryden,  Chairtnan. 

C.  S.  Bentley,  Hon.  Secretary. 

Masons'  Hall  Tavern,  Coleman-street,  E.G.,  June  9. 


SIZES  OF  TROUT  AND  THEIR  LENGTH. 

TDeaji  Sir, — With  reference  to  your  note  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  June  13  regarding  length  and 
weight  of  trout,  it  may  interest  you  to  know  that 
last  week  I  caught  a  trout  within  thirty  miles  of 
London  which  weighed  7^1b.  exactly  and  measured 
only  24in.  long,  while  I  caught  another  which 
weighed  5Jlb.  and  measvu-ed  26iin.  in  length. — 
Yours  truly,  F.  L.  Borthwick. 

Canonbury. 

[One  fish  was  much  above  the  average,  and  the 
Other  much  below  it. — Ed.] 

FISHING  IN  DONEGAL  IN  SEPTEMBER. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  give 
me  any  particulars  of  a  good  place  in  Donegal  or 
north-west  of  Ireland  for  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks' 
good  fishing  in  September  ?  Good  brown  trout  and 
white  trout  and  sea-fishing,  and  if  a  possible  salmon 
or  two  so  much  the  better. 

I  have  been  recommended  to  Newtown  Stewart, 
CO.  Tyrone,  for  good  fishing  and  rough  shooting,  only, 
of  course,  there  would  not  be  any  sea-fishing.  Any 
particulars  or  information  will  be  greatly  appre- 
ciated by — Yours  truly,    Arthur  H.  Dudney. 


EELS  ATTACK  TROUT. 
Dexr  Sir, — I  should  be  glad  to  know  if  there  is 
any  record  of  trout  being  deliberately  killed  by  eels. 
In  a  lake  in  which  I  am  interested,  and  which 


holds  many  good  fish,  there  was  recently  witnessed 
an  attack  upon  a  trout  of  1  lb.  by  two  eels,  the 
method  being,  so  far  as  could  bo  seen  in  the  battle- 
thrash  of  the  water,  to  grip  the  gills  and  so  suffocate 
the  fish.  Tho  trout  wa.s  killed,  and,  subsequent  to 
this  incident,  three  more  dead  trout  were  found 
floating,  and,  in  ono  instance,  the  eels  could  be 
observed  leisurely  picking  tho  body  to  pieces. 

Eels,  wo  know,  are  in  the  hot  months  unusually 
voracious,  but  I  was  not  before  aware  that  they 
would  go  to  the  length  of  attacking  with  such 
malignancy  a  well-grown  aad  healthy  fish. 

In  tho  lake  I  speak  of,  both  eels  and  trout  have 
abounded  for  many  years,  and  have  lived  together 
quite  amicably  hithsrto.  There  must,  I  think,  Ijo 
some  reason— at  present  beyond  my  comprehension 
—for  this  sudden  murderous  impulse. — Yours  truly, 

C.  E.  Gipps. 


WOODS  FOR  DYES  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir,— I  should  be  glad  if  any  of  your 
readers  could  inform  me  where  ebony  chips,  cam- 
wood, and  barberry  bark,  for  making  the  dyes 
mentioned  in  Halford's  "  Dry-Fly  Entomology," 
can  be  obtained.  I  cannot  got  thsm  at  the  local 
chemists.  Also,  if  there  is  any  published  description 
of  the  dressings  of  the  Halford  1904  patterns  of 
dry  flies. — Yours  truly,  J-  R- 

NAME  AND  ADDRESS  OF  SECRETARY 
WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  to  any  of 
your  readers  if  they  could  kindly  give  me  the  name 
and  address  of  the  secretary  of  the  Llanrwst  and 
Trefriw  Angling  Association.  Thanking  you  in 
anticipation, — Yours  truly,  W.  Reeve. 

^Glanydon,  Holywell,  N.  Wales. 


A  GREEDY  CANNIBAL  TROUT. 
De.a^r  Sir, — During  the  past  week,  trouting  from 
Cong,  on  the  Corrib,  with  Major  Munns  and  others, 
while  the  former  was  handling  a  ^Ib.  brown  trout, 
hooked  on  the  natviral  May  Fly  dap,  our  attention 
was  drawn  to  the  sudden  seizure  and  rushing  away 
thereof,  to  almost  the  utmost  length  of  line,  by  one 
of  those  monster  lake  brown  trout,  probably  an  old 
ferox,  which  evidently  was  soon  partially  choked, 
and  hence  embarrassed  in  the  struggle  for  freedom 
that  ensued,  resulting,  however,  in  ultimate  dis- 
gorge and  escape  ere  final  capture  by  a  skilful  and 
experienced  angler  on  these  waters.  The  size  and 
weight  might  be  fairly  estimated  as  well  Up  to  151b. 
Such  incidents  are  not  unfrequent  amongst  big 
pike,  but  I  fancy  more  seldom  with  trout. — Yours 
truly,  T.  P.  Tomes. 


FISHING  NEAR  LONDON. 
DE.A.R  Sir, — I  am  anxious  to  find  one  or  two  rural 
spots  within  an  hour's  train  ride  from  London  where 
I  could  be  accommodated  for  wesk-ends  and  obtain 
some  fishing  at  reasonable  cost.  I  should  be  thankful 
to  any  brother  angler  knowing  such  for  any  informa- 
tion as  to  locality,  etc. — Yours  truly,  Rural. 


LAKE  AND  RIVER  FLIES  FOR  SOUTH 
NORWAY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  feel  greatly  obliged  if  any 
of  your  readers  would  kindly  give  me  a  short  list  of 
trout-flies  suitable  for  lake  and  stream  fishing  in 
the  South  of  Norway.  I  expect  to  be  there  abcnit 
the  middle  of  July.— Yours  truly,  H.  H. 


FISHING  NEAR  LLANDUDNO. 
De.^r  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent  H.  L. 
Berry's  inquiry  re  the  sea  and  river  fishing  around 
Llandudno,  sea-fishing  will  be  the  best  for  liim  to 
go  for,  as  the  trout  streams  and  lakes  are  from 
twelve  to  twenty  miles  from  here.  During  this  and 
next  month  pollack,  coal-fish,  cod,  plaice,  and  flats 
will  be  the  best  fishing.  The  best  fishing  is  from 
boats,  and  the  baits  ran  be  procured  on  the  spot  at 
the  shortest  notice,  the  boat  charges  are  moderate, 
and  special  terms  are  given  to  all  members  of  the 
association.  Some  very  good  baas  have  been  taken 
in  the  Conway  estuary  fishing  with  soft  crab. 
One  day  recently  a  gentleman  landed  five  fish,  the 
heaviest  5ilb.  If  your  correspondent  will  call 
upon  me,  1  shall  be  very  pleassd  to  give  him  any 
information  I  can. — Yours  truly, 

Howt:l  Jones. 


FISHING  IN  MAURITIUS. 
Dear  Sir,— I  should  be  obliged  if  you  or  any  of 
your  readers  wovild  give  me  any  information  about 
fishing  in  Mauritius.  I  believe  some  information 
on  the  subject  was  published  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  some  years  ago,  but  I  am  imable  to  find 
it. — Yours  truly,  Janewaixah. 
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TROUT-FISHING  IN  THE  OTTER  IN  AUGUST. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  staying  at  Budleigh  Salter- 
ton  in  the  early  part  of  August,  and  sliall  be  much 
interested  to  learn  particulars  as  to  the  sea  and  river 
fishing  there  from  any  of  yom-  readers  who  know 
the  district.  Can  visitors  obtain  trout-fishing  in  the 
Otter,  and  may  good  sport  be  expected  about  that 
time  of  the  j-ear  ? — Yours  truly,  F.  W.  Bexfield. 


FISHING  AT  TOWYN,  WALES. 
Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  spending  a  few  weeks 
shortly  at  Towj-n,  in  Wales,  and  should  be  glad  if 
any  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  would  be  kind 
enough  to  give  me  information  as  to  the  trout- 
fishing  in  that  district.  Particulars  of  the  sport  to 
be  expected,  the  character  of  the  river,  and  the  dis- 
tance from  Towyn  would  be  much  appreciated. — 
Yours  truly,  Ouve  Dun. 


"  FISHING  ON  ULLSWATER." 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  J.  Swatson,  the  fishing 
on  the  lake  ia  free.  There  is  a  small  stream  fifteen 
minutes'  walk  from  the  hotel,  near  to  the  church, 
which  holds  small  trout.  With  an  upstream  breeze, 
one  can  catch  these  by  the  dozen,  but  the  worm  is 
the  favourite  bait  with  the  local  anglers.  It  would 
be  well  to  ask  the  farmers  before  fishing  it,  as  they 
do  not  like  hay-grass  trodden  on.  The  lake  is  best 
fished  from  a  boat.  The  tr  out  do  not  rim  large  ;  the 
best  fish  I  have  heard  of  this  week  was  one  of  13oz. 
The  average  seems  about  4oz.  to  Goz.  Miss  Knight, 
21,  Victoria-road,  Penrith,  makes  good  flies  for  the 
district,  and  knows  which  are  in  season.  In  July 
probably  the  day-fishing  will  not  be  very  good,  but 
the  evening  rise  should  be  worth  going  out  for.  There 
are  lots  of  perch  in  the  lake,  and  it  would  be  a  kind- 
ness to  reduce  their  number.  At  times  good  baskets 
of  trout  are  taken  by  trolling  a  minnow  on  spinning- 
tackle,  but  with  fish  of  this  size  fly  is  the  most 
pleasant  and  suitable  bait. 

I  have  been  here  a  week,  and  am  sorry  I  cannot 
stop  longer.  Howtown  is  a  most  deUghtful  spot  for 
a  quiet  holiday. — Yours  truly,  Peter. 

June  13. 


PIKE,  PERCH,  AND  GRAYLING  QUERIES. 

Dear  Sir, — Having  seen  the  catches  of  Mr.  T, 
Taylor  at  Lochmaben  Lochs,  Dumfries,  in  the 
issue  of  June  13,  and  as  one  of  a  party  of  six  anglers 
who  were  up  there  for  the  week,  we  had  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  Mr.  Taylor  come  into  the  hotel  with  his  last 
day's  catch  of  pike.  He  told  us  they  took  small 
perch  quite  greedily,  which  siu-prised  us,  as  I 
thought  pike  objected  to  the  back-fin.  , 

We  fished  the  River  Annan,  both  fly  and  worm, 
with  fair  success,  as  the  water  was  very  low  and 
clear.  However,  on  night  of  June  H,  one  of  our 
party  had  a  fine  grayling  weighing  1  lb.  lOoz., 
caught  on  small  red  worm,  swimming  worm  down- 
stream. 

I  should  like  to  know  whether  grayling  are 
common  this  weight,  as  we  advised  this  angler  to 
have  his  specimen  mounted.  I  have  seen  grayling 
l^lb.,  and  heard  of  them  much  larger  than  this, 
so  I  thought  you  might  kindly  enlighten  us. — Yours 
truly,  B.  Blevin. 


FISHING  IN  LOUGH  ERNE. 
Dear  Sir, — I  shall  esteem  it  a  favour  if  you  can 
procure  me  any  information  re  Lough  Erne  at 
Enniskillen  for  fishing,  and  if  pike-baits  can  be  got 
there  ;  also  if  any  trout-fishing,  and  if  a  licence  is 
required. — Yours  truly,  Chas.  Barker. 


A  "  LEVEL  LOT." 
Dear  Sir, — Possibly  your  readers  may  be  in- 
terested in  the  enclosed  snapshot  of  five  trout, 
taken  on  fly  near  the  head  of  Bassenthwaite  Lake,' 
on  Wednesday,  June  10,  by  myself  and  a  friend. 
A  rather  curious  point  was  that  all  five  were  within 
an  ounce  of  the  same  weight  (l|lb.),  and  we  got  no 
others. — Yours  truly,  T.  H. 

[Judging  from  the  snapshot,  they  certainly  were 
a  nice  "  level  lot."] 


CAN  IT  BE  STOPPED  ? 
Dear  Sir, — Might  I  ask  your  opinion  as  to  the 
legality  of  the  following  : — A  fishing  association 
and  a  private  fishing  club  have  water  on  the  same 
river,  divided  by  a  road  bridge,  below  which  is  a 
pool  belonging  to  the  club,  containing  big  trout. 
A  person  with  an  association  ticket  fixes  himself 
above  the  bridge  in  question  and  swims  gentles 
under  the  bridge  in  to  the  pool  below,  and  kills  a 


number  of  the  fish.    Can  this  be  stopped  by  the 
club's  keeper  ? — Yours  truly.        Sunbeam  234. 
Bath. 

[Certainly  it  can  be  stopped.  All  that  is  required 
is  authority  of  the  owner  of  the  land  over  which 
the  water  flows.  You  have  no  right  to  fish  in 
water  which  flows  over,  or  stands  on,  some  other 
person's  land  without  his  or  her  permission,  any 
more  than  you  have  to  fire  at  game  on  another 
person's  land  without  permission. — Ed.] 


COARSE  FISHING  NEAR  FOLKESTONE. 

De.vr  Sir. — In  reply  to  "  Anxious,"  Hythe  has 
been  my  home  for  twenty-four  years.  I  have 
fished  the  Military  Canal  all  over. 

First,  this  canal  dm-ing  August  and  September' 
becomes  very  shallow  ;  3ft.  Cin.  is  a  fair  average 
depth.    Bait  :  Worms,  gentles,  and  paste  are  best. 

The  canal  runs  from  Seabrook  Village  (motor, 
4d.  from  Folkestone  ;  2d.  tram  from  Sandgate, 
bottom  of  Folkestone  Hill),  and  empties  into  Rye 
Harbour. 

Fisliing  is  much  disturbed  by  boats,  and  visitors 
ha^•e  very  little  consideration,' and  regard  anglers 
as  either  lunatics  or  nuisances.  Commencing  from 
Seabrook,  the  foundations  of  a  proposed  bridge 
that  is,  a  stone  wall — are  still  standing.  To  the 
west,  some  50yds.,  on  the  sea-side  of  the  canal, 
is  a  good  run  for  bream,  being  muddy.  \ 

Nothing  further  of  any  good  till  one  comes  to 
old  gasworks,  Hythe,  same  side  of  canal.  Here  is 
a  good  spot  for  bream  and  tench,  and  I  have  spent 
many  an  hour  here.  Quarter-mile  further  on, 
opposite  School  of  Musketry,  and  on  the  same  side 
as  the  school,  under  the  lee  of  a  sluice-house  built 
into  the  wall,  is  a  good  spot  for  tench.  Two  hundred 
yards  fvu-ther  on,  on  the  School  of  Musketry  side, 
and  5yds.  to  the  west  of  the  stone  bridge,  get  into 
the  builder's  yard,  the  property  of  the,War  Office, 
and  you  will  find  the  best  spot  on  the  caiial.  Under 
the  large  tree  both  bream  and  roach  rim  well. 

You  have  no  more  bridges,  but  you  reach  the 
temporary  rope  bridge  of  the  R.  Engineers  on  the 
north  side  of  the  canal.  Some  200j'ds.  north  of 
this  bridge  you  come  to  a  bend.  You  can  ground- 
bait  and  fix  up  for  a  day  ;  plenty  of  good  bank ; 
tench,  perch,  and  bream  run  well,  especially  towards 
evening.    We  have  also  had  a  few  jack  from  here. 

Under  the  West  Hythe  Bridge,  some  one  mile 
further  on,  I  also  had  some  nice  perch.  I  am  told 
carp  rim  here,  but  never  saw  one  landed  anywhere 
on  the  canal.  Further  on — that  is,  from  this 
bridge  to  the  dam— is  the  finest  and  quietest  piece 
of  water  tliere  is.  Few  boats  go  under  the  bridge, 
a  public-house  maintaining  the  interests  of  most 
boaters.  The  dam  is  as  far  as  one  can  go  without 
another  licence,  to  be  had  from  the  owner  at  Rye. 
Licence  costs  Is.  a  day  ;  2s.  Gd.  two  weeks  ;  4s. 
a  month. 

We  have  caught  bream,  21b.  and  .31b.,  perch  about 
14oz.  and  16oz.,  and  jack,  31b.  and  41b.,  but  nothing 
very  big. 

I  often  fish  tight-line,  as  the  canal  is  very  narrow, 
and  with  a   15ft.  rod  one  can  get  easily"  into  the 
middle.    Fine  tackle  not  needed. — Yours  truly, 
S.  A.  Burton, 

Central  Angling  Club. 


SPORT  ON  LOUGH  MASK. 

Dear  Sir, — As  constantly  there  are  letters  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  inquiring  where  good  fishing 
can  be  procured,  as  a  regular  subscriber  to  your 
paper  I  write  to  give  your  readers  an  idea  of  what 
sport  Lough  Mask,  in  coimty  Galway,  can  give. 
I  have  just  returned  from  a  short  visit  there.  I 
took  a  tourist  return  ticket  to  Ballinrobe,  where  a 
car  was  awaiting  me,  driven  by  my  excellent  land- 
lord, Pat  Summerville,  who  lives  at  Kilbride  Lodge, 
on  the  actual  shore  of  Lough  Mask.  I  found  his 
charges  for  board  and  lodging  most  moderate,  the 
house  clean  and  comfortable,  and  the  cooking 
excellent.  The  charge  for  boat  and  two  boatmen  is 
small,  and  the  men  very  keen  to  show  sport. 

The  advantage  of  Kilbride  Lodge  being  only  a 
few  yards  from  the  lough  is  great,  as  the  nearest 
village  where  some  anglers  put  up  is  about  three 
miles  off,  and  to  reach  the  lough  you  must  drive 
daily. 

From  June  1  to  7,  I  caught  trout,  trolling 
and  dapping  May  Fly,  as  follows  :— June  1,  one, 
61b.  ;  June  2,  two,  61b.  ;  June  3,  four,  I81b.  ; 
June  4,  eleven,  121b.  ;  June  5,  five,  5 Jib.  ;  June  6, 
five,  51b.  ;  June  7,  one,  l|lb. 

One  afternoon,  the  take  lying  on  the  grasa  in 
front  of  the  house  weighed  371b.,  taken  by  four 
rods. — YourB  truly,  Alfred  J.  Paterson 

.  ^  ^   ,  (Colonel  retired). 


FRESH-WATER  FISHING  NEAR 
FOLKESTONE. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  Anxious,"  I  beg  to 
inform  him  that  he  can  obtain  good  fishirg  in  the 
Hythe  Canal,  especially  above  the  dam.  This  water 
is  noted  for  its  fine  tench  and  broam  ;  there  are  also 
pike,  rudd,  roach,  and  perch  to  be  had.  The  best 
all-round  bait  to  use  is  gentles.  I  might  also 
mention  that  weeds  or  boats  do  not  interfere  witli 
the  fishing,  as  all  boating  stops  at  the  dam.  No 
doubt  "  Anxious  "  has  already  seen  our  rules  in 
your  "  Occasional  Notes  "  of  June  13,  but  I  shall  bo 
pleased  to  give  him  any  furtlier  information,  if 
required. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  you  for  the 
very  flattering  notice  you  gave  the  West  Hythe 
Piscatorials  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  which  is  rnuch 
appreciated. — Yours  truly,  W.  Baker. 


WHY  ? 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  tell  me  why  sea-water  fish 
cannot  live  in  fresli  water,  and  why  fresh-water  fish 
cannot  live  in  sea-water  ? — Yours  truly,     G.  E.  F. 

[Many  fresh-water  fish  pass  gradually  into  salt 
water  and  live,  and  some  salt-water  fish  come  into 
fresh  water  and  live.  Sudden  alteration  from  fresh 
to  salt,  or  salt  to  fresh,  probably  causes  suffocation, 
but  I  cannot  give  a  scientific  reason  for  death  under 
the  circumstances. — Ed.] 

THE  4lLB.  IRISH  PIKE. 
Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent,  Mr.  Ernest 
Phillips,  writing  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  June  13, 
re  the  41  lb.  pijce  caught  in  Lough  Arrow,  makes  two 
mistakes  :  First,  I  did  not  write  under  the  head  of 
"  Lough  Derg  "  ;  second,  I  did  give  the  name  of  the 
gentleman  who  caught  the  fish.  In  reply  to  other 
inquiries  as  to  the  method  of  its  captiu-e,  I  may  say 
Mr.  Bourne  and  his  boatman  were  dapping  alongside 
some  reeds,  when  they  heard  a  splashing  in  shallow 
water  near  the  shore.  On  looking  in  the  direction 
they  perceived  the  head  of  the  pike  protruding  out 
of  the  water.  Carefully  backing  the  boat,  they 
came  within  reach  of  the  fish,  and  the  boatman 
dexterously  got  a  large  landing-net  under  it,  and 
succeeded  in  getting  him  into  the  bag  of  the  net. 
Mr.'Boume  then  grasped  hold  of  the  hoop,  and  both 
rapidly  lifted  him  into  the  boat,  not  before  he  had 
broken  the  upper  meshes  of  the  net  and  got  his  head 
through  ;  then  a  couple  of  blows  from  a  heavy 
footrail  soon  despatched  him.  On  returning  to 
Arrow  Lodge,  and  weighing  him  in  the  presence  of 
a  number  of  gentlemen,  he  turned  the  scale  at 
4Ulb.,  and  was  in  splendid  condition. — Yours 
truly,  Geo.  Acheson. 

P-S. — The  name  of  the  gentleman  who  caught  the 
pike  is  Mr.  John  Bourne,  not  "  Brown,"  of  Hilde- 
stone  Hall,  Stone,  Staffs,  who  holds  the  record  for 
the  largest  trout  killed  on  the  dap  on  Arrow  this 
season,  as  well  as  last — this  season's  fish  weighing 
81b.,  last  year's  killed  on  dap,  in  a  thunderstorm, 
when  taken  out  of  the  water  weighing  nearly  91b. 

BIG  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  "  Occasional  Notes  "  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  J une  13,  you  remark,  under  above  heading, 
that  you  have  never  heard  of  a  501b.  pike.  Will  you 
allow  me  to  point  out  that  in  1894,  in  either  March 
or  April  of  that  year,  a  notice  appeared  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  a  pike  61  lb.  weight  having  been  captured 
in  the  River  Bann,  its  length  being  given  as  4ft.  Jin., 
and  that  it  contained  7flb.  weight  of  spawn. 

As  I  very  well  know  the  part  of  the  river  the  pike 
was  killed  in,  I  had  the  above  report  inquired  into — 
not  that  I  had  the  slightest  doubt  of  the  truth  of  a 
statement  guaranteed  by  Mr.  Dempsey,  but  simply 
that  it  might  be  more  fully  verified,  and  I  found  the 
report  to  be  exact,  except  the  weight  of  spawn, 
which  was  7ilb.  I  also  ascertained  that  the  girth  of 
the  fish  was  31  Jin. — Yours  truly,    F.  M.  Leslie. 

[Much  obliged  to  Major  Leslie  ;  I  had  forgotten 
our  report  of  the  61-pounder. — Ed.] 

FISHING  IN  AUGUST  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  could  tell  me  where  I  could  get 
a  fortnight's  coarse  fishing  or  some  good  fly-fishino- 
in  August.  A  bracing  district  in  Yorliehire  preferred^ 
with  pretty  surroundings. — Yours  truly, 

Charles  Binns. 


PISHING  IN  ANGLESEA. 

Dear  Sir,— I  am  thinking  of  visiting  Rhosneigr 
in  Anglesea  this  year,  for  three  weeks  in  July,  and 
shall  be  glad  if  you  or  any  of  your  readers  can 
supply  me  with  information  about  the  trout,  coarse, 
or  sea  fishing.  I  am  told  that  all  three  kinds  are  to 
be  had,  but  would  like  further  particulars. — Yours 
truly,  White  Moth. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOE. 


Natural  Flies  which  Interest  the  Fly-fisher. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  circular  now  being 
.sent  out  to  members  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  :  — 
"  Natural  Fly  Collection  Committee. 

"  It  has  been  suggested  that  the  sub-committee 
on  natural  flies  should  endeavour  to  tabulate  the 
chief  trout  rivers  of  this  country  with  reference  to 
their  insect  life.  Such  information  could  not  fail  to 
be  of  interest  and  of  value  to  fly-fishermen  in  general. 

"  To  make  such  a  list  comprehensive,  the  sub- 
committee must  rely  on  the  assistance  of  the 
members  of  the  club  to  make  careful  observations 
i>f  ihe  fly  found  on  the  various  rivers  visited  by 
them,  and  forward  the  same  to  the  club,  addressed 
to  the  hon.  secretary  of  this  sub-committee  (Mr. 
A.  C.  Kent),  together  with  the  date  on  which  the 
observations  were  made. 

"  The  value  of  these  notes  will  be  much  enhanced 
if  members  can  send  with  them  a  few  actual  speci- 
mens preserved  in  f ormahn,  and  to  enable  this  to  be 
more  easily  accomplished,  the  sub-committee  will 
place  at  the  disposal  of  members  pairs  of  collecting 
tubes  ready  filled  with  the  collecting  and  preserving 
fluids  mentioned  in  Halford's  '  Dry-Fly  Ento- 
mology.' 

"  These  tubes  may  be  obtained  on  application  to 
the  club  steward,  and,  when  returned,  should  be 
addressed  to  the  club,  to  Mr.  M.  E.  Mosely,  and 
clearly  labelled  with  the  names  of  the  places  and 
rivers,  and  the  dates  on  which  the  contents  were 
secured,  and  also  the  name  of  the  collector. 

"  It  is  important  that  all  insects  be  collected  in 
the  tube  marked  with  the  letter  '  C,'  and  transferred 
after  a  few  hours  to  the  tube  marked  '  F  '  containing 
a  2  per  cent,  solution  of  formalin.  Specimens  will 
travel  without  injury  if  a  wad  of  cotton-wool  (pro- 
vided with  the  tubes)  be  Ughtly  pressed  down  upon 
them.  If  much  of  the  fluid  has  escaped,  the  tubes 
may  be  temporarily  filled  up  with  water. 


"In  conclusion,  the  sub-committee  desire  to 
impress  upon  the  members  of  the  club  that  this 
scheme  can  only  be  brought  to  a  successful  issue  by 
the  hearty  co-operation  of  all  who  are  in  sympathy 
with  it.  "  Frederic  M.  Halford, 

"  Chairman  of  Sub-Committee." 

I  feel  sure  that  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  is  doing 
really  useful  work  in  this  matter,  and  we  owe  a  debt 
of  gratitude  to  Mr.  Halford  for  the  admirable  col- 
lection  aheady  made  by  him  and  presented  to  the 
club.  Fly-fishers  generally  who  would  care  to  assist 
in  the  formation  of  a  general  collection  might  kindly 
send  me  their  names  and  addresses. 

The  Nc'w  President  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club. 

At  our  recent  general  meeting  of  the  Fly  Fishers' 
Club,  I  am  glad  to  say  we  elected  unanimously  as  ! 
President  for  the  coming  year  our  much-respected  | 
country  member,  Mi'.  G.  M.  Bond,  of  Ashbourne, 
Derbyshire.    Mr.  Bond  knows  well  all  the  country 


May  Flies,  etc.,  from  Spain. 

Mr.  Wm.  C.  Tait,  writing  to  me  from  Oporto  on 
June  20,  says  : — 

"  Dear  Sir,— Enclosed  I  take  the  liberty  of 
sending  you  three  specimens  of  flies  caught  by  mo 
on  the  River  Sil,  in  the  Province  of  Leon,  Spain, 
during  a  late  fi.shingtour  there.  I  would  feel  much 
obliged  if  you  could  get  them  classified  for  me. 

"  Two  of  these  appear  to  me  to  be  the  Green  Drake 
May  Fly,  the  pseudo-imago  of  Ephemera  vulgata,  as 
figured  in  Ronald's  '  Ply -Fishers'  Entomology,' 
on  PI.  XIII.,  No.  ^Sa. 

"  These  specimens  have  unfortunately  been  much 
damaged  on  the  journey.  I  may  mention  that  they 
had  three  tails,  and  the  general  colour  of  body  and 
wings  was  a  yellowish-green,  and  there  were  darker 
spots  on  the  upper  part  of  the  wings.  There  was  a 
large  hatch  of  them  on  June  2  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  Sil.  Hundreds  fluttered  over  and  floated  down 
the  water  with  the  sti  ong  current  near  the  left  bank. 


MB.  G.  M.  BOND, 
The  New  President  op  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club. 


made  famous  in  the  second  part  of  Walton  and 
Cotton's  "  Compleat  Angler."  Mr.  Bond  is  an  old 
member  of  the  club,  and  I  have  much  pleasure  in 
giving  his  portrait.  The  new  club  premises  at 
36,  Piccadilly,  are  very  comfortable,  and  much 
appreciated  by  the  members. 

How  to  Make  the  Solution  for  Preserving 
Natural  Flies. 

The  formulae  for  the  2  per  cent,  formalin  and  the 
collecting  fluid  are  as  follows  : — 2  per  cent,  solution  : 
One  part  of  formalin  to  nineteen  pai-ts  of  water. 
Collecting  fluid :  Two  parts  of  2  per  cent,  f ormahn 
solution  to  one  part  of  alcohol,  to  which  as  many 
crystals  of  menthol  must  be  added  as  will  dissolve. 
Both  solutions  to  be  thoroughly  filtered.  Applica- 
tions for  collecting-tubes  from  Fishing  Gazette 
readers  can  be  made  to  me. 


My  boy  caught  many  with  the  landing-net.  No 
fi^  were  rising  to  them  because  the  water  was  too 
muddy  from  the  heavy  thunder  rains  of  previous 
days. 

"  The  local  Spanish  fishermen  called  this  fly 
'  ?a  parda  pintada'  (or  'the  spotted  one').  I 
think  it  is  the  same  fly  which  higher  up  at  ^latarosa 
was  talked  of  as  '  la  parda  verderosa  '  (or  "  the  green- 
grey  fly '). 

■'  The  third  fly  is  known  by  the  name  of  '  el 
nibion  '  (or  '  the  red  one,'  having  a  reddish  tinge 
on  the  body). 

"  The  March  Brown  is  known  and  called  '  la 
parda  '  (or  '  the  grey  one  '). 

"  By  separate  post  I  send  you  a  small  box  con- 
taining a  specimen  of  a  Stone  Fly,  which  is  now  in 
season  on  the  Sil,  and  appears  to  be  much  appreciated 
by  the  trout.  It  goes  by  the  name  of  '  la  mosca 
grande  '  (or  '  the  large  fly  ").    Being  so  much  la  er 
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than  the  Stone  Fly — Perla  bicaudata,  figured  by 
Ronald  on  PI.  VII.— I  believe  it  must  be  another 
species.  You  will  find  in  same  box  a  shattered 
larva  case.  I  saw  many  of  these  fiies  flying 
about  and  settling  on  the  water,  and  caught  several 
under  the  stones  on  the  banks  of  the  Sil.  The  local 
fishermen  use  it  in  sunny  weather  by  dapping  it 
over  places  where  the  larger  fish  he  concealed,  and 
it  is  said  to  be  taken  greedily — no  wonder,  for 
some  of  them  (females,  I  suppose)  were  very  large, 
fat,  succulent  morsels.  The  local  fishermen  know 
quite  a  large  number  of  natural  flies  by  name,  and 
imitate  them  as  closely  as  their  hmited  resources 
will  allow,  but  with  much  success.  They  were  very 
particular  to  use  a  cock's  hackle  with  a  very  strong 
sheen  on  it,  which,  I  believe,  in  a  bright  sun  gives 
the  appearance  of  transparent  wings." 

Much  obhged  to  Mr.  Tait  for  his  interesting 
letter.  Unfortunately,  the  flies  arrived  so  smashed 
that  all  one  can  say  is  that  one  is  a  May  Fly,  one  a 
large  Stone  Fly,  and  the  other  looks  like  the  Great 
Red  Spiimer.  The  Stone  Fly  wings  are  IJin.  in 
length. 

New  Fine  Silk  Undressed  Lines. 

Mr.  Henry  Coxon,  the  well-known  Trent  angler 
and  inventor  of  the  "  Aerial "  Nottingham  reel, 
sends  me  two  samples  of  a  new  line  which  he  is 
putting  on  the  market.  He  claims  that  his 
Royal  Bengal  Tiger  silk  lines  possess  great  strength 
and  durability,  although  so  remarkably  fine  in  grade. 
They  are  twisted  of  pure  silk  of  the  best  quahty, 
and  the  price  is  only  9d.  for  45  yards,  either  white 
or  stained  a  dark  green  weed  shade.  Personally, 
I  must  admit  I  prefer  a  plaited  to  a  twisted  line, 
because  I  have  found  twisted  lines  kink  more  than 
plaited.  Mr.  Coxon  says  his  will  not  kink.  I  am 
glad  to  hear  it.  I  should  think  eight  strands  of 
this  fine  silk  Une,  plaited,  and  then  dressed,  or 
jjlaited  in  a  hot  dressing,  would  make  a  fine  fly  hne. 

"Franks"  on  the  Darenth  for  Sale. 

Mr.  J.  Paul  Taylor  writes  :  — 

"  It  occurs  to  me  that  you  may  like  to  know  that 
'  Franks  '  is  for  sale  —  £55,000,  including  farm, 
furniture,  statuary,  etc.  The  Darenth  runs  through 
it,  as  you  know,  and  the  fishing  this  season  is  better 
than  of  late,  both  from  the  lawns  and  beyond,  up 
and  down." 

A  Glasgow  correspondent  kindly  sends  me  the 
Glasgow  News  of  June  19,  containing  this  adver- 
tisement: — ^"  The  largest  salmon  caught  this  year, 
weight  69jlb.  It  is  a  River  Tay  salmon.  Seen  at 
D.  Sutherland,  fishmonger,  Dunlop-street,  Glasgow. 
Will  be  cut  up  to-morrow  (Saturday)." 

Incident  in  Wet-Fly  Fishing. 

A  correspondent  writes:  — 

"  When  fishing  a  North  Country  river  on  Saturday 
last  (June  20),  I  hooked  a  grayling  with  both  the 
second  dropper  (Snipe  and  Yellow)  and  end  (Dotterel 
and  Orange)  fly.  It  was  a  rising  fish,  and  the  cast 
was  made  in  a  direct  line  over  it.  An  interesting 
point  is  that  the  grayling  refused  the  Snipe  and 
Purple  which  first  passed  over  it,  and  then  took  the 
two  other  flies  in  quick  succession.  The  cast  was 
fully  extended  and  drawn  back  in  a  straight  line, 
therefore  the  flies  were  not  close  together  (as  is  some- 
times thought  to  be  the  case  where  a  fish  takes  two 
flies),  but  were  about  12in.  apart." 

The  grayhng  may  have  taken  the  end  fly  first  and 
then  the  next  fly.  If  it  took  the  second  fly  on  a  tight 
line  it  would  be  more  likely  to  feel  the  hook  being 
pulled. 


A  "  Tip  "  for  Users  of  Eye-glasses. 

Eye-glasses  which  pinch  the  nose  too  much  are 
a  nuisance.  It  seems  to  me  those  with  straight 
bar  and  coiled  spring  on  it  are  absurdly  too  much 
of  the  "  pinch-nose  "  kind.  I  found  considerable 
relief  in  winding  a  bit  of  silkworm  gut  on  the  bar  so 
as  to  restrict  the  "  pull  "  for  quite  half  an  inch.  All 
you  have  to  do  is  to  push  the  spring  along  the  bar 
so  it  is  contracted  for  half  an  inch,  and  wind  the  gut 
along  this  half-inch  so  the  spring  cannot  act  beyond 
the  end  of  the  lapping.  I  find  this  little  dodge  reduces 
the  pressure  by  at  least  50  per  cent.,  and  yet  keeps 
the  pince-nez  on  in  a  gale.  For  fly-making  a  watch- 
maker's eye-glass  which  magnifies  considerably  is 
invaluable,  especially  that  shape  with  horn  eye- 
j)iece  which  you  can  hold  in  your  eye  a  single 
eye-glass  is  held, 


Netting  Kensington  Gardens  Water  in  1825. 

"J.  F."  kindly  sends  me  this  interesting  item 
from  the  Weekly  Register  of  Dec.  11,  1825,  when 
the  "  Amateur  Angler  "  was  about  eleven  months 
old— the  other  day  he  caught  a  brace  of  trout  over 
21b.  each :  — 

"  On  Thursday  and  Friday  the  King's  fishermen, 
with  a  number  of  assistants,  dragged  the  pond  in 
Kensington  Gardens,  with  a  large  drag-net,  when 
they  caught  a  great  number  of  tench,  carp,  and 
roach.  The  tench  were  immediately  put  into 
barrels  of  water,  and  afterwards  emptied  into  a 
well  attached  to  the  kitchen  of  the  Palace,  from 
whence  they  are  shortly  to  be  removed  to  Windsor, 
where  they  are  to  be  put  into  the  ponds  in  the  Royal 
Parks.  The  carp  and  roach  were  returned  into  the 
pond.  Friday  morning  the  fishermen  and  their 
assistants  endeavoured  to  drag  the  basin  in  Ken- 
sington Gardens,  but  it  proved  to  be  so.  extremely 
full  of  weeds,  that  it  was  found  to  be  impossible  for 
them  to  act." 

Fishing  Stories  from  Canada. 

A  Fish  Dkowns  a  Dog. 

A  monthly  magazine  which  has  made  great  pro- 
gress of  late  is  Bod  and  Gun  and  Motor  Sports  in 
Canada.  In  its  June  issue  I  find  two  stories  which 
may  be  true  enough  :  — 

"A  curious  case  of  a  fish  drowningadog  is  reported 
from  Wyoming.  A  lad  named  Case  was  accompanied 
by  his  dog  while  on  a  fishing  trip.  He  was  successful 
in  obtaining  a  bite,  and  the  fish  was  large  enough  to 


jerk  the  cane  pole  out  of  his  hand  into  the  water. 
The  dog  was  sent  after  it,  and  the  fish,  with  the  help 
of  the  current,  took  pole  and  dog  down  the  rapids, 
in  which  the  animal  was  drowned.  The  pole  was 
recovered  at  the  foot  of  the  rapids,  and,  after  a  hard 
struggle,  the  trout,  which  weighed  41b.,  was  landed." 

Stunning  a  Fish  in  Okder  to  Land  It. 

The  other  story  came  to  hand  after  I  had  sent  to 
press  a  letter  from  a  correspondent  who  is  sceptical 
about  some  angling  hints  given  by  a  writer  in  the 
Field,  including  one  to  stun  a  big  fi.sh  if  you  have  no 
gaff  or  landing-net.  In  the  case  related  by  our 
Canadian  contemporary  the  angler  has  a  hammer 
handy : — 

"  Mr.  Louis  Durocher,  of  Hull,  Quebec,  was 
fortunate  enough  to  catch  an  851b.  sturgeon  in  the 
Ottawa  river  between  Aylmer  and  Ottawa  on  the 
evening  of  May  20.  According  to  the  fisherman's 
story,  he  was  fishing  from  a  boom  with  an  ordinary 
hook  and  line  when  he  got  the  bite.  Before  landing 
he  had  to  stun  the  fish  by  repeated  blows  with  a 
hammer.  When  measured  the  fish  was  found  to  be 
5ft.  Sin.  in  length.  It  was  placed  for  a  time  on  public 
exhibition  at  Hull."  R.  B.  Maeston. 


The  Trout  Fly  Deessbk's  Cabinet  of  DEVicEa,  or  How  to 
Tib  Trout  and  Gratlino  Flies.— Can  be  had  post  free  for  2/3 
in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  19,  Adam- 
street,  Adelphi,  Strand,  London,  W.C  Second  Edition.  By 
H.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  'The  best  boojc  ever 
YTjtten  on  tjie  ivibjecW'—Fighing  Cfazettf, 


TWO  DAYS  NEAR  WOOLER. 


The  weather  over  the  Easter  holidays  had  been 
— well — abominable.  The  wind  had  stuck  in  the 
north-east  for  some  days,  whilst  the  surrounding 
hUls  were  clothed  in  a  mantle  of  white,  which 
boded  ill  for  the  trout  angler ;  few,  however,  were 
staying  in  the  village,  the  cold  snap  having  driven 
the  greater  number  of  them  back  to  town.  I  had 
been  under  the  doctor's  orders  for  some  days, 
therefore  I  rather  relished  the  prospect  of  a  day's 
pike  fishing  on  some  private  water,  leave  to  fish 
which  had  been  kindly  granted  me. 

The  morning  broke  dull  and  drear,  a  gi-ey,  over- 
cast sky,  the  hills  were  still  covered  and  the 
wind  had  a  sharp  nip  about  it,  so  an  early  start 
was  not  made.  An  excellent  breakfast  having  been 
disposed  of  and  the  morning  paper  scanned,  the 
old-fashioned  fireplace  had  to  be  left  behind  and 
preparations  made  for  the  road. 

The  supplies  for  the  inner  man  were  not  for- 
gotten ("  Mountain  Dew  "  was  very  acceptable  that 
day).  Th')  gear  was  soon  packed  away  in  the  tub, 
and  our  genial  host  drove  us  down  to  the  rendezvous. 

Once  out  of  the  village  the  sun  came  out  in  all 
its  glory,  and  the  snow-clad  Cheviots  standing  out 
prominently  on  the  left — 

"  From  the  sharp  ridges  of  the  hill 
All  downward  to  the  banks  of  Till," 

and  Glendale  lying  on  our  right,  made  a  very  pretty 
picture.  Over  the  hill,  the  hill  burn  which  ran 
across  the  road  seemed  pretty  fidl,  and  we  were 


rather  dubious  as  to  whether  we  should  try  to 
cross  the  river  at  the  ford.  We  decided  to  try, 
and  hard  work  it  was  for  the  pony ;  the  axles  of 
the  tub  were  covered,  and  the  rims  of  the  wheels 
sank  deep  in  the  gravelly  bottom.  We  no  sooner 
had  crossed  than  snow  began  to  fall  again — not 
lightly,  but  in  great  fleecy  clouds,  and  which  left 
us  covered  in  a  very  short  time. 

We  soon  reached  the  bridge,  and  here  my  friend 
awaited  me.  The  rods  were  soon  fixed  up  and  we 
made  tracks  for  the  stream.  Some  hundred  yards 
or  so  past  gravelly  streams  and  deep  pools,  likely 
spots  for  lusty  trout  to  lie,  brought  us  to  what  the 
"  locals  "  call  the  "  Hunger  Hole."  It  is  really  a 
backwater,  the  river  having  been  diverted  from 
its  course,  and  here  no  doubt  are  bred  the  greater 
number  of  the  pike  which  ravage  the  Till. 

Having  toasted  "  Tight  Lines,"  we  were  soon 
engaged  in  spinning,  using  Miller's  sprats,  which 
were  in  grand  condition.  The  pool  ran  in  very 
deep  just  under  our  feet,  and  the  shallows  were 
all  on  the  other  side.  Just  ending  a  spin,  Mr. 
"  Nosy  Parker  "  came  at  the  inviting-looking  bait 
right  into  the  side,  his  gleaming  belly  showed  up — 
but  he  missed  the  bait—I'm  afraid  that  I  was  a 
little  anxious  and  struck  too  soon.  Some  quarter 
of  an  hour  afterwards,  however,  his  colleague 
came  at  it,  and  no  mistake  this  time.  He  was 
fast,  and  away  went  the  line,  and  after  three  or 
four  minutes'  fight  he  was  safe  in  the  net.  A  fine 
fish  of  7Jlb.,  fleshes  firm  as  a  rock,  and  his  sides 
gleaming  like  ^  salmon's, 
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My  friend  had  not  had  a  touch  up  till  now,  and 
as  the  snow  had  commenced  to  fall  again  we  took 
shelter  under  the  bank  and  had  our  lunch.  Oh  1 
it  was  bleak  and  bitterly  cold,  and  we  very  much 
regretted  the  absence  of  the  blazing  wood  fire 
from  which  we  had  torn  ourselves  away.  My 
friend  went  over  to  the  stream,  and  we  were  soon 
baited  up  with  two  tempting  grayling.  Neither  of 
us  had  long  to  wait.  We  soon  had  the  pleasure  of 
each  landing  a  fish,  both  slightly  smaller  than  the 
first.  By  this  time  we  were  having  samples  of 
weather— snow,  hail,  sleet;  and  now  you  could 
scarce  see  across  the  pool  for  the  driving  snow. 
Hello  !  what  is  that  taking  out  the  line.  "  Father 
Christmas  "  this  time,  sure.  Away  round  to  the 
right,  now  to  the  depths  of  the  pool,  then  out  on 
to  the  shallows  he  took  the  bait. 

After  letting  him  play  with  it  for  some  ten 
minutes,  I  struck,  and  after  some  excitement  he 
was  safely  in  the  bag.  My  friend  soon  got  another, 
and  we  then  had  five  fish,  the  smallest  weighing 
four  pounds.  The  pony  was  soon  harnessed, 
and  in  some  half-hour  or  so  we  arrived  in  the 
village,  where,  after  a  change,  and  having  done 
justice  to  a  substantial  dinner,  we  compared  notes 
over  a  cigar,  and  then  ventured  downstairs  to  hear 
some  weird  and  wonderful  pike  yarns  told  by  the 
natives. 

Under  the  gentle  influence  of  a  tumbler  of 
punch,  we  were  soon  blissfully  dreaming  of  the 
"  Monsters  of  the  Pool." 

But  what  a  change  1  The  next  time  that  I  fished 
in  the  same  neighbourhood  (only  a  week  later)  it 
was  like  a  summer's  day,  the  hedgerows  breaking 
forth  with  their  bright  green  garments,  and  here  a 
sheltered  bank  by  the  roadside  was  dotted  with 
large  clumps  of  primroses.  The  lambs  were 
frisking  about  as  I  took  the  short  cut  through  the 
fields,  "  the  greensward  way  was  smooth  and  good," 
disturbing  by  the  way  several  brace  of  partridges. 

Crossing  the  railway  and  nearing  the  stream, 
several  of  the  harbingers  of  summer,  the  swallows, 
were  in  evidence.  The  permit  on  this  water  is  for 
fly  only,  and  soon  I  had  a  cast  rigged  up  and  the 
flies  over  the  pool  just  below  the  bridge.  The 
fish  seemed  to  be  rising  well,  and  soon  a  nice 
Jib.  trout  took  the  Hare  Lug;  another  soon 
followed,  and  then  a  move  was  made  on  to  the 
streams — 

"  From  pool  to  eddy  dark  and  deep 
Where  alders  moist  and  willows  weep." 

The  Sand  Fly  was  responsible  for  a  few  brace, 
also  a  few  grayling,  which  were  returned.  There, 
in  the  pool  near  where  the  bank  has  been  stayed 
up,  a  good  fish  is  feeding ;  the  second  cast  got  him, 
and  then  an  anxious  time  was  experienced,  but  the 
fine  gut  stood  the  stram  well,  and  after  turing  him 
out  he  was  brought  into  the  side — a  picture,  a  fish 
just  over  a  pound  weight,  and  in  splendid  condition. 
After  picking  up  a  brace  of  Ub.  fish  the  rise  seemed  to 
go  off,  and  fly  after  fly  being  tried  with  no  response 
from  the  wily  ones,  a  move  was  made  for  lunch. 

The  breeze  still  kept  up,  so  a  cigarette  or  two 
smoked  and  I  was  soon  trying  to  tempt  the  trout 
again,  and  succeeded  very  well.  All  the  best  of 
the  fish  were  now  got  on  the  streams  ;  they  seemed 
to  have  deserted  the  pools.  Here,  around  the  bend, 
another  one  was  creeled  and  a  good  fish  lost.  I 
had  commenced  fishing  after  twelve  o'clock,  and 
the  day  being  warm,  by  this  time  the  creel  was 
feeling  heavy,  so  I  turned  it  up,  and  there  were 
seventeen  fine  trout,  the  smallest  being  just  under 
a  quarter  of  a  pound— an  excellent  day's  sport  I 
considered;  so  the  rod  was  packed  away  and  I 
turned  for  home.  "The  western  sunbeams  now 
were  bent "  and  the  breeze  had  died  away,  whilst 
the  quiet  was  only  broken  by  the  cawing  of  the 
crows  or  the  "  honk  "  of  a  pheasant  calling  to  his 
mate,  and  I  recalled  those  lines  of  Gray's — 
"  The  ploughman  homeward  plods  his  weary  way, 

And  leaves  the  world  to  darkness  and  to  me." 

And  now  we  have  reached  the  turnpike  road, 
and  a  mile  further  on,  on  the  breast  of  the  hill, 
we  pass  the  village  churchyard  "  where  the  rude 
forefathers  of  the  hamlet  sleep." 

And  now,  towards  the  close  of  day,  we  soon  are 
satisfying  a  healthy  appetite  (and  it  does  take 
some  appeasing).  And  now  for  bed,  to  be  up 
betimes  to-morrow  to  catch  that  early  train  which 
will  bring  us  back  to  the  dirt  and  grime  of  the 
town ;  but  not  for  long,  as,  given  health,  we  soon 
expect  to  be  back  in  dear  old  Wooler,  and  probably 
this  next  time  to  try  some  of  the  hill  burns,  where 
a  good  basketful  can  nearly  always  be  relied  on. 

Marmion. 


THE   YOEKSHIEE  ANGLEE 
IN  JUNE. 
By  "  Halcyon." 

Towards  the  close  of  May  appears  that  most 
beautiful  and  ephemeral  of  all  aquatic  insects,  the 
Green  Drake,  but  it  only  hatches  out  in  numbers 
upon  certain  streams  in  Yorkshire,  notably  the 
Rye  and  its  numerous  tributaries  in  the  Pickering 
and  Kirby  Moorside  districts  ;  on  these  it  is  very 
plentiful  during  the  time  of  its  brief  existence,  and 
some  excellent  sport  is  obtained,  if  the  water  and 
weather  be  suitable.  Small  flies,  both  sunk  and 
floaters,  are  the  best  to  employ  ;  they  should  be 
tied  on  hooks  about  No.  5  Kendal  scale.  Mr.  John 
Craven  Frank,  of  High  Hall,  Kirby  Moorside,  is  a 
great  local  authority,  and  being  the  hon.  sec.  of 
the  Dove  Angling  Club,  Kirby  Moorside,  he  is  at 
all  times  ready  to  afford  strangers  any  information 
in  his  power.  This  district  is  well  worthy  of  a 
visit  ;  day  tickets  are  issued  at  2s.  6d.,  or  5s.  per 
week,  Ifls.  per  month,  and  20s.  the  season.  These 
extend  permission  to  part  of  the  Dove  and  Hodge 
above  Kirby,  the '  lower  part  of  Riccall  and  Rye 
above  Rievaulx,  and  Seph  in  Bilsdale.  The  Green 
Drake  used  at  one  time  to  appear  upon  Driffield 
Beck,  mentioned  specially  in  Mr.  Henderson's 
charming  work,  "  My  Life  as  an  Angler,"  but  it  has 
not  done  so  for  many  years  now.  The  Costa  was 
at  one  time  noted  for  it,  but,  alas  !  this  beautiful 
little  trout  and  grayling  stream  is  not  nearly  so 
good  as  it  used  to  be,  owing  to  an  influx  of  sewage 
near  to  its  source,  and  having  fished  upon  it  regu- 
larly for  over  thirty  years,  I  can  quite  endorse 
Dr.  Sanctuary's  recent  remarks  upon  its  deteriora- 
tion in  this  journal.  There  is  in  some  seasons  a 
pretty  fair  hatch  out  of  it  on  the  Nidd  in  the  Pateley 
Bridge  district,  and  occasionally  on  the  Yore  and 
Wliarfe,  but  not  nearly  such  a  reliable  rise  as  on 
the  streams  of  the  East  Riding  of  Yorkshire. 

About  this  time  there  comes  upon  the  water  a 
perfect  plague  of  Midges,  some  of  them  as  minute 
as  a  pin's  head,  but  the  trout  rise  at  them  all  right, 
although  it  is  almost  an  absolute  impossibility  to 
imitate  them,  as  a  No.  000  hook  is  too  large.  During 
such  an  emergency  I  usually  have  recourse  to  a 
fly  known  in  Yorkshire  as  the  Knotted  Midge. 
There  are  several  dressings  of  this,  but  I  have 
always  found  the  pattern  given  to  me  by  my  friend, 
Mr.  Henry  Bradshaw,  to  be  the  best  kifler.  It  is 
as  follows  :  Body,  bronze  peacock's  harl,  tied  with 
purple  silk,  hackled  with  the  sheeny  black  feather 
from  a  starling's  neck  ;  hook  No.  000  ;  the  whole 
to  be  tied  very  small.  Another  good  pattern  is  the 
same  hackle,  but  with  magpie's  harl  and  purple 
silk.  Another  very  killing  fly  about  this  time  is 
Mr.  Aldam's  Tail  to  Tail ;  body,  flesh-coloured  silk 
and  a  strand  of  brown  turkey  harl  twisted  and 
hackled  with  a  sooty  hen's  hackle  ;  hook  No.  000. 
This  latter  is  very  effective  in  a  coloured  condition 
of  the  water.  Mr.  Aldam  relates  in  his  work  on 
flies  how  one  day  on  the  Derbyshire  Derwent  he 
and  two  friends  could  make  nothing  of  the  fish 
until  he  tried  this  fly,  when  its  success  was  imme- 
diate ;  I  myself,  some  years  ago,  had  a  similar 
experience  on  the  Ribble,  when  I  filled  my  creel 
entirely  through  the  agency  of  this  fly.  But  it  is 
not  the  daytime  with  which  we  have  to  deal,  but 
rather  the  evening,  after  sundown  ;  commence  about 
seven  o'clock,  and  fish  right  up  to  dark — say,  10  p.m. 
During  that  period  you  may  often  kill  more  fish  than 
you  would  in  a  whole  day's  fishing.  The  following 
cast  is  the  best  that  you  can  employ,  and  if  the  fish 
will  not  take  these  flies,  you  may  take  my  word  for 
it  that  you  need  not  look  further  :  Tail  fly.  Brown 
Owl ;  first  dropper.  Stone  Midge  ;  second  dropper. 
Knotted  Midge  ;  third  dropper.  Pale  Evening  Dun. 
With  this  cast  I  one  evening  killed  at  Pool  on  the 
WHiarfe  twenty-six  trout  weighing  l61b.  And  even 
when  it  is  too  dark  for  small  flies  you  need  not 
go  home,  for  the  Bustards  or  large  moths  which 
fly  about  the  meadows  then  come  upon  the  scene. 
Formerly  these  used  to  be  fished  au  naturel,  but  the 
Eden  anglers  at  Carlisle  found  out  that  at  night 
artificials  killed  quite  as  well,  and  fixed  a  maggot 
on  the  tip  of  the  hook.  "  Dicky  "  Routledge,  how- 
ever, "  went  one  better,"  and  to-day  the  maggots 
are  superseded  by  a  tag  of  white  chamois  leather, 
which  answers  the  purpose  quite  as  well,  and  is  not 


so  readily  whipped  off  the  hook.  Of  course,  it  is 
not  necessary  to  use  fine-drawn  gut  for  this  game, 
as  in  the  semi-darkness  no  law  can  be  given  to  the 
fish.  There  are  four  patterns  of  Eden  Bustards, 
namely.  White,  Brown,  Yellow  and  Red — the  last- 
named  I  look  upon  as  a  kind  of  monstrosity,  but 
the  Carlisle  local  anglers  all  use  it  ;  the  Brown, 
Yellow,  and  White  exist  in  Nature.  It  is  a.s  well 
always  to  make  up  three  or  four  casts  of  Bustards 
before  you  start  fishing,  as  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  do  80  in  the  dark,  and  a  fly  is  frequently  broken 
off  in  some  obstruction  or  other.  The  cast  that 
I  employ  is  two  yards  in  length,  made  from 
picked  Refina  gut,  every  strand  welltested.  I  com- 
mence with  a  Brown  Bustard  as  tail  fly  and  a  White 
one  as  dropper,  about  2ft.  apart.  The  best  yjiece 
of  ground,  or,  rather,  w'ater,  is  one  about  18in.  in 
depth,  a  gravel  bed  on  the  near  side  and  a  row  of 
willow  trees  on  the  further  one ;  select  a  piece  like 
this  before  it  is  dark,  and  stick  to  it  all  night,  for 
you  cannot  wander  far  afield ;  but  in  this  style  of 
fishing  you  can  go  over  and  over  it  without  dis- 
turbing  the  fish.  You  need  not  throw  a  very  long 
line,  for  you  must  have  perfect  command  of  it. 
Cast  across  to  the  far  side,  and  be  sure  to  have 
your  distance  measured,  or  if  you  land  into  the 
willow  bushes  a  break  is  inevitable.  Trout  take 
the  Bustard  in  various  ways — sometimes  you  feel  a 
mere  touch,  as  though  a  floating  leaf  had  come  in 
contact  with  your  fly,  or  else  you  experience  a 
sudden  jag  at  your  rod  top  as  though  a  weight  had 
been  hung  on  to  it,  but  in  each  case  you  must 
attend  at  once  to  the  warning,  and  when  hooked 
play  the  fish  out  as  quickly  as  possible.  I  frequently 
do  not  bother  at  all  with  the  net,  but  pull  them  out 
on  to  the  gravel  bed  at  the  near  side,  which  prevents 
the  hooks  catching  in  the  meshes  of  the  net.  •  I 
have  always  found  that  a  night  with  neither  mist 
on  the  river  nor  dew  upon  the  grass  is  best  for  this 
style  of  fishing.  It  was  always  a  dictum  with  our 
local  anglers  that  Bustard  fishing  was  of  no  avail 
upon  our  Yorkshire  rivers  until,  after  several  lessons 
under  a  Carlisle  expert,  I  proved  otherwise  to 
them,  and  since  then  it  has  become  more  common, 
though  even  at  the  present  time  you  do  not  find 
many  who  will  forego  the  pleasures  of  bed  for  a 
night  spent  in  waders  on  the  river's  bank.  I  have 
spent  scores  of  such  nights  both  on  the  Eden,  Yore, 
and  \\Tiarfe,  and  I  must  say  that  I  find  it  very 
pleasant  after  the  heat  of  the  day.  The  sensation 
is  very  peculiar  to  one  unaccustomed  to  it.  No 
sound  meets  your  ear  beyond  the  musical  ripple 
of  the  water  over  its  pebbly  bed,  and  the  whir  of 
an  errant  bat  or  the  low  of  cattle  in  the  adjacent 
meadow  at  intervals  momentarily  startles  you,  but 
the  pleasantest  sound  of  all  is  the  splashing  of  the 
trout  as  you  lead  them  across  towards  you. 

It  is  a  curious  fact  that  it  is  seldom  that  you 
catch  anything  but  trout  with  the  Bustard.  I  have 
on  rare  occasions  taken  large  chub,  which  have  been 
greeted  with  anything  but  a  benediction  upon  my 
discovering  what  the  captive  really  was,  but  I  never 
recollect  having  been  rewarded  by  the  capture  of  a 
grayling.  ____________ 

EELS  IN  THE  THAMES  AND 
UP  TEEES. 


At  the  locks  of  Teddington  and  Hampton  young 
eels  used  to  be  seen  ascending  the  large  posts  of  the 
flood-gates  in  order  to  make  their  way.  When  the 
gates  were  shut  longer  than  usual,  those  which  die 
stick  to  the  posts,  others  which  get  a  Uttle  higher 
meet  with  the  same  fate,  so  that  they  form  a  layer 
for  the  passage  of  the  rest,  a  curious  instance  of  their 
migratory  disposition.  Near  Bristol  there  is  a 
large  pond,  and  on  the  bank  between  the  waters 
there  is  a  large  tree  growing,  the  branches  of  which 
hang  down  into  the  pond  ;  it  is  by  means  of  these 
branches  that  the  young  eels  ascend  into  the  tree, 
and  from  thence  let  themselves  drop  into  the 
stream  below.  A  friend  of  mine,  who  was  a  casual 
witness  of  this  circumstance,  assured  me  that  the 
tree  appeared  alive,  and  the  rapid  and  unsteady 
motion  of  the  boughs  did  not  appear  to  impede  the 
progress  of  the  eels.  Eel  fairs  take  place  in  April  or 
May,  when  the  fish  go  down  to  spawn. — Jesse's 
Gleanings  in  Nat.  Hist.,  2nd  series. 

[I  do  not  think  elvers  have  been  seen  going  up  the 
Thames  for  many  years.  The  eels  now  found  in 
the  Thames  and  its  tributaries  all  come,  I  believe, 
through  the  canal  connecting  the  Upper  Thames 
with  the  Bristol  Channel.— R.  B.  M.] 


TEOUT-FISHING  NEAE 
MONTREAL. 


We  are  constantly  being  ask?d  as  to  whether 
there  is  any  trout-fishing  to  be  obtained  near 
Montreal     Many  people  are  under  the  impression 
that  such  fislnng  is  either  played  out  or  Jield  by 
clubs.    From  mquiries  we  have  made  lately,  and 
letters  we  have  received,  we  are  glad  to  say  that  free 
trout-fishmg  can  still  be  obtained.   Some  of  this  is 
to  a  certain  extent,  private— that  is  to  say.  certain 
lakes  can  only  be  fished  by  staying  at  the  hotels 
which  control  the  rights.    On  the  Nomining  branch 
ot  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  good  free  fishing 
can  be  obtained  within  a  short  distance  of  the  rail- 
way hne  at  almost  any  station.    There  are  two  or 
three  very  good  lakes  up  around  St.  Jovite,  Lac 
Ouirnet  in  particular.    Lac  Gauthier  is  controUed 
by  the  Grey  Rocks  Inn,  a  first-class  summer  resort. 
In  Lac  Ouirnet  the  red  trout  average  about  fib  ,  and 
grey  trout  run  all  the  way  up  to  lOlb.  In  Lac  Gauthier 
red  trout  average  about  1  lb.,  and  a  reUable  corre- 
spondent writes  us  that  he  caught  forty-two  in  one 
afternoon,   which,   when  dressed,   weighed  391b. 
At^  St.  Marguerite  are  other  lakes  in  which  good 
hshing  can  be  obtained,  notably  Lac  Masson,  Lac 
Point,  Lac  Pitre.  and  Lac  de  la  Roche.— i?od  and 
trim  in  Canada. 


SALMON  IN  THE  THAMES. 

The  following  extracts  and  cuttings  from  various 
papers  will  give  those  interested  in  the  subject 
some  idea  of  the  "  quantities  "  of  salmon  Mdiich 
have  "abounded"  in  the  Thames  for  the  last  one 
hundred  and  seventy  years  or  so. 

The  salmon— what  few  there  were — have  slowly 
been  driven  out  by  the  bad  condition  of  the  water, 
and  at  the  present  time  it  is  very  doubtful  whether 
there  is  a  single  salmon  in  the  Thames  at  all— in 
any  case,  none  have  been  heard  of  for  many  years. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  introduce  them  into 
the  Thames  some  years  ago,  but  failed,  the  fish 
evidently  either  being  killed  by  pike  or  falling 
victims  to  the  impurities  of  the  water. 

The  cuttings  up  to  the  year  1833  were  collected  by 
J.^H.  Fennell,  and  printed  in  the  Times  April  3, 
^^''5  R.  L.  Makston. 

HISTORICAL  SALMON. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  "  Times." 
Sir, — After  perusing  the  valuable,  letters  on 
salmon  which  have  appeared  in  the  Times,  it  has 
occurred  to  me  that  perhaps  you  would  kindly 
obhge  me  by  preserving  in  your  columns  the  follow- 
ing curious  extracts  I  have  collected  on  the  same 
subject  from  old  newspapers  and  other  sources, 
which  may  interest  yom-  readers  by  comparison  of 
the  past  and  present  state  of  our  rivers,  so  far  as 
regards  their  salmon  supply  : — 

1735. 

"  On  Saturday  afternoon  (September  27,  1735), 
in  the  reach  between  Limehouse  and  Deptford,  a 
fisherman  caught  in  a  common  net  a  large  salmon, 
which  he  immediately  sold  to  a  gentleman  passing 
by  for  two  guineas.  When  the  gentleman  landed 
at  Deptford  it  was  alive,  and  34in.  long,  and  15iin. 
round.  The  fisherman  that  rowed,  seeing  so  large 
a  fish  in  the  net,  had  the  presence  of  mind  to  jurnp 
over,  and,  holding  by  the  boat's  gunnel  with  one 
hand,  threw  the  fish  in  with  the  other,  fearing  the 
net  would  break." — British  Spy. 

1758. 

"  Yesterday  (September  15,  1758)  a  Salmon  was 
caught  with  a  casting-net  a  httle  abofce  Ponder's 
End  that  measured  35Jin." — London  (Mronicle. 

1759.  Kfk 
'•  Fresh  Thames  salmon  is  now  comraoffly  offered 
to  sale  almost  every  day  about  Hampton  Com-t. 
in  defiance  of  the  laws  ;  and  Richard  Elhs,  of  Shep- 
perton,  seized  last  week  a  large  net  at  Walton,  the 
mesh  whereof  was  not  above  a  quarter  of  an  inch. 
With  this  net  the  fishermen — not  poachers — had 
taken  ^  at  least  a  bushel  of  fish,  facing  Captain 
Derby's  at  Simbury,  and  had  left  many  handfuls 
of  young  fry  upon  the  grass,  which  were  all  devoured 
by  the  swans,  before  which  several  gentlemen  would 
not  beheve  that  swans  would  eat  fish." — Oiven'a 
Weekly  Chronicle,  September  8,  1759. 

The  London  Chronicle  of  May  12,  1759,  con- 
tains a  letter  from  "  A  Fisherman,"  showing 
the  impoUcy  of  keeping  swans  upon  the  River 
Thames  to  the  destruction  of  the  fishery  in  general 
and  the  consequent  injury  of  the  poor  fishermen. 
He  says  : — "  That  the  weed  of  all  rivers  is  the  prin- 
cipal preservation  of  the  spawns  of  all  sorts  of  fish 
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is  beyond  all  doubt  ;  and  that  the  swans  are  the 
destroyers  of  this  weed,  spawn  and  all,  is  equally 
undoubted,"  and  he  concludes  by  predicting  that 
if  the  fashion  of  keeping  swans"  continues  a  few 
years  longer  there  will  be  no  fish  at  all. 

1760. 

"  On  Wednesday  last  (.Tune  11.  1760)  a  salmon 
that  weighed  upwards  of  321b.  was  taken  in  Haclmey 
River  [that  is,  the  River  Lea],  near  Brasier's  Ferry." 
— London  Chronicle. 

1764. 

"  Yesterday  (April  13,  1764)  a  salmon,  which 
weighed  near  301b.,  was  taken  off  one  of  the  starhngs 
of  London  Bridge  by  two  watermen,  who  saw  it 
leap  out  of  the  water  at  low-water  mark,  and  im- 
mediately put  off  with  their  boat." — Ijondon 
Chronicle. 

1766. 

"  Yesterday  (May  20,  1766)  was  caught  in  the 
Thames  a  salmon  of  a  most  extraordinary  size  : 
it  weighed  5 lilb.,  measured  from  eve  to  fork  4ft.  5in.^ 
and  rovmd  the  middle  2ft.  4in.  "it  was  presented 
by  a  gentleman  of  Brentford  to  an  Alderman  of  this 
city." — London  Chronicle. 

1813. 

"  The  inhabitants  of  Newgate-street,  London, 
and  its  vicinity,  having  been  lately  much  distressed 
by  want  of  water,  a  person  was  employed  to  open 
the  pipe,  when,  to  his  great  surprise,  he  discovered 
that  a  salmon,  2ft.  llin.  in  length,  and  of  a  pro- 
portionate circumference,  was  foimd  therein,  and 
which,  being  perfectly  fresh,  the  operator  beUeves 
would  have  been  alive  but  for  a  blow  he  accidentally 
gave  it  in  opening  the  pipe.  It  is  evident  it  must 
have  very  considerably  increased  in  size  during  its 
confinement,  as  there  is  no  possible  ingress  to  the 
pipe  but  through  a  valve  at  London  Bridge,  of  7in. 
in  diameter,  which  has  a  bar  across  the  centre. 
An  inhabitant  offered  the  man  a  guinea  for  the  fish 
as  a  curiosity,  which  he  refused,  observing  that  it 
had  cost  the  company  upwards  of  fifty,  from  the 
numerous  obstructions  it  had  occasioned  in  its 
progress.  "—Drafcard's  Paper,  November  14,  1813. 
Charles  Lamb's  "  Old  New  River." 
This  salmon  in  the  water-pipe  reminds  me  of 
something  of  the  same  kind  in  a  letter  written  by 
Charles  Lamb  : — 

"  My  old  New  River  has  presented  no  extraordi- 
nary novelties  lately.  But  there  Hope  sits,  day 
after  day,  speculating  on  traditionary  gudgeons. 
I  think  she  hath  taken  the  fisheries.  I  now  know 
the  reason  why  om-  forefathers  were  denominated 
East  and  West  Anglers.  Yet  is  there  no  lack  of 
spawn,  for  I  wash  my  hands  in  fishets  that  come 
through  the  pump  every  morning  thick  as  raotehngs 
— little  things  that  perish  untimely,  and  never  taste 
the  brook." 

In  1813,  Faulkner,  in  his  "  History  of  Fulham," 
says  : — 

"  The  salmon  caught  here  are  highly  esteemed, 
and  sell  from  5s.  to  12s.  per  lb.  Only  one  was 
caught  here  during  the  last  season  ;  they  have 
abandoned  the  Thames  since  the  opening  of  the 
docks,  and  now  frequent  the  IMedway,  where  they 
are  considered  merely  as  salt-wafer  fish." 

1816. 

"  In  January,  1816,  Mr.  Salter  hooked  a  very 
heavy  male  salmon  in  the  Subscription  Water  at 
Lea  Bridge,  supposed  to  be  the  largest  ever  taken 
in  the  River  Lea  with  rod  and  line.  After  an  arduous 
struggle  of  an  hour  and  a  half  he  succeeded  in  kiUing 
it.  It  measured  3ft.  7Jin.  in  length,  and  weighed 
281b.  From  its  singular  form  and  colours,  Mr.  Salter 
was  induced  to  present  it  to  the  landlord  of  the 
Hor.se  and  Groom  at  Lea  Bridge,  who  has  had  it 
stuffed,  and  a  drawing  made  of  the  same,  and  hung 
up  in  his  parlour  for  the  inspection  of  the  curious." — 
Sporting  Magazine. 

1833. 

"  On  Monday,  December  9,  1833,  a  fme  salmon 
trout,  measuring  3ft.  2in.,  and  weighing  151b.,  was 
captured  at  Walthamstow  Ferry  Fishery.  It  had 
taken  advantage  of  the  recent  floods,  and  had 
passed  mills  and  locks,  and  ultimately  found  its  way 
into  the  old  stream,  where  it  was  caught.  The 
depth  of  this  part  of  the  River  Lea  is  influenced  by 
the  barge  and  copper-mill  streams,  and  as  the 
floods  subsided  the  fish  found  it  difficult  to  pass  the 
fords,  on  which  he  was  heard  splashing  and  throwing 
himself  up  towards  a  tumbling  bay." — Spo  ' 
Magazine.  -      I  am.  Sir,  yoms,  &c., 

James  H.  Fennell. 

14,  Red  Lion-passage,  Red  Lion-square,  W.C., 
April  1,  1875. 
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Mr.  Ffennell,  having  held  a  consultation  at  Charing 
Cross  over  the  said  salmon,  have  considered  it 
highly  probable  that  this  remarkable  fish  was  bred 
in  the  Thames." 

I  beg  to  state  that  so  far  from  stating  this,  1  said 
that  in  my  opinion  it  was  utterly  impossible  ;  for 
that  no  salmon  "  smolt  "  could  by  any  possibility 
descend  to  the  sea  alive,  through  "such  a  length  of 
filth  as  he  would  have  to  encounter  in  the  Thames. 
I  was  consulted  as  to  wliether  or  not  the  fish  in 
question  was  a  "  grilse  "  ;  that  is,  a  salmon  on  his 
first  return  from  the  sea.  I  stated  decidedly  that 
he  was  not  a  grilse,  that  he  was  a  fish  of  maturer 
years,  but  that  whatever  his  age  might  be,  or 
wherever  he  came  from,  or  was  going  to,  he  never 
could  have  descended  in  his  youth  alive  from  the 
Thames. 

^  You  will  oblige  me  by  inserting  this  correction. — 
Your  obedient  servant,         Wm.  J.  Ffennell, 
May  7.  1 864.  Inspector  of  Fisheries. 

"  A  salmon  weighing  231b.  was  caught  in  the 
Thames  below  Gravesend  by  Mr.  Lockey.  Last 
year  the  largest  fish  of  the  same  .species  which  was 
taken  was  only  71b.  in  weight,  and  even  that  Mr.'  F. 
Buekland  considered  an  extraordinary  occurrenc^e. " 
— Daily  Telegraph,  April  20,  1870. 

In  addition  to  the  above  notes  which  my  son 
has  unearthed,  I  gave  in  the  Nineircnth  Century 
and  After  several  other  records  of  Thames 
salmon,  including  one  when  there  was  such  a  glut 
of  them  that  they  only  fetched  6d.  a  pound. 
Recently  a  correspondent  sent  me  from  Ramsgate 
a  small  fish  which  Mr.  Boulenger  says  was  a  true 
salmon ;  it  was  caught  off  the  port  in  a  net,  and 
such  fish  are  often  so  caught  there,  I  am  told. — 
R.  B.  M. 


"FROM  EDINBURGH  TO  INDIA 
AND  BURMAH."* 

For  those  who,  even  as  "  cold  weather  tourists," 
for  a  brief  time  have  experienced  the  charm  of  India 
and  Burmah,  this  book  will  conjure  up  many  plea- 
sant memories.    It  is  not  a  book  for  deep  thought 
in  the  study  ;  keep  it  for  an  idle  afternoon— if  pos- 
sible in  the  sun,  to  recall,  however  feebly,  the  climate 
it  tells  of.  For  those  who  have  not  been  there,  it  will 
give  a  bright  and  most  attractive  j)icture  of  the 
lighter  sides  of  Indian  travel.  It  is  the  antithesis  of 
what  the  author  calls  "  the  red  Baedeker-looking 
book  published  by  Murray,"  which  "  is  very  useful 
but  so  dry  that  you  hardly  care  to  open  it  except  in 
case  of  emergency."  The  author  takes  us,  with  pen 
and  pencil,  through  some  of  the  less  tourist-haunted 
parts  of  India--chiefly  in  the  Madras  Presidency— 
and  pictures  of  hfe  in  the  big  towns  and  on  country 
stations,  of  receptions,  sight-seeing  and  sport,  and 
the  industrious  chronicle  of  the  "small  beer"  of 
Indian  life  and  travelling,  all  told  in  bright  and  racy 
style,  with  many  sketches  to  help  out  the  text,  make 
up  a  most  attractive  whole.  On  Burmah  the  author, 
as  well  he  may  be,  is  enthusiastic,  and  even  the  dullest 
of  readers  should  be  fired  by  the  descriptions  to 
foUow  a  good  example  and  go  and  see  for  himself. 
Of  the  return  journey  through  the  usual  tourist 
places  of  Northern  India,  the  author  tells  us  but 
little.    It  has  all  been  told  so  often  before  in  that 
numerous  class  of  books  of  the  "  first  impression  " 
type.  Not  even  the  Taj  Mahal  is  described,  and  for 
that  we  may  thank  the  author,  for  to  attempt  to 
describe  beauty  indescribable  is  seldom  attractive. 


THE  FRESH-WATER  TROUT  OF 
CANADA. 


THE   SOUTHEND  SALMON. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  "Times.'' 
Sir, — I  perceive  on  reading  your  article  in  this 
day's  paper  relative  to  the  salmon  said  to  be  taken 
in  the  Thairies,  that  yon  state  "  Mr.  Buekland  and 


"  The  Fresh-water  Trout  of  Canada  "  was  the 
subject  of  a  most  interesting  paper  read  on  May  18, 
1908,  before  the  members  of  the  Alberta  (Calgary, 
Canada)  Pish  and  Game  Protective  Association  bv 
Dr.  E.  Sisley  :— 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  effort  you  are  putting 
forward  for  the  betterment  of  the  fish  and  game  of 
this  province,  and  wish  to  offer  as  my  only  excuse 
for  addressing  you  to-night  a  sincere  desire  on  my 
part  to  assist,  if  only  in  a  small  way,  the  work  so 
ably  begun.  My  subject  to-night,  at  first  sight, 
appears  a  very  large  one,  but  on  closer  examination 
it  will  be  seen  to  dwindle  down  to  rather  small 
proportions. 

There  are  in  Canada  two  large  and  important 

"From  Edinburgh  to  India  and  Burmah."  By 
W.  G.  Burn-Murdoch,  the  well-known  artist  and 
angler.    London  :  George  Routledge  and  Sons. 
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families  of  fishes,  each  known  under  three  different 
<1  ppellations,  depending  on  whether  we  use  an 
English  term,  a  seientific,  or  a  popular  one.  They 
are  the  salmon  and  sahnonoids  ;  the  Salmo  and  the 
Salvelinus,  the  trout  and  the  char. 

Each  family  is  represented  in  the  trout  waters  of 
Alberta,  which  comprise  the  south-west  corner  of 
the  province,  the  Bow  river  and  its  tributaries,  the 
Old  Man  and  the  Belly.  There  is  only  one  repre- 
sentative of  the  Salmo  famity  in  this  province,  and 
that  is  the 

S-A.LMO  MYKIS,  OR  CUTTHRO.-VT  TeOUT, 

SO  well  known  to  most  of  those  present.  This  is  a 
very  beautiful  and  gamy  fish,  with  many  of  the 
characteristics  of  the  Salmo  family.  At  maturity  it 
reaches  to  the  weight  of  31b.  or  4:1b.  It  has  well- 
pronounced  teeth,  scales,  only  fairly  well  developed 
to  the  naked  eye,  and  readily  seen  under  a  magni- 
fying glass  ;  dark -coloured  back  and  light-coloured 
underneath,  except  in  spawning  time,  when  the 
belly  and  sides  are  a  vivid  red  in  colour,  a  picture 
to  behold ;  also  under  each  jaw  is  a  red  stripe,  from 
which  it  receives  its  common  name  of  cutthroat. 
Its  flesh  is  white  in  colour,  which  at  first  appeared 
strange  to  myself,  as  I  was  of  the  opinion  all  salmon 
had  red  flesh,  but  a  Government  report  states  that 
t  he  species  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  which  are  the  most 
tender  and  palatable,  are  very  pale  in  flesh,  and 
frequently  quite  white. 

When  They  Spawn. 

Its  natural  home  is  gravel-bottomed,  rapidly- 
running  streams  ;  it  lives  almost  wholly  on  larvfe, 
insects,  such  as  wasps,  ants,  beetles  and  grasshoppers, 
and  is  very  rarely  known  to  swallow  another  fish. 
I  have  opened  a  number  of  them  and  have  never 
found  anything  but  insects.  Mr.  Millar,  of  Millar- 
viUe,  whose  well-kept  report  extends  over  a  number 
of  years,  shows  the  same  fact.  Probably  the  most 
important  question  with  us  to-night  is,  "  When  does 
it  spawn  ?  " 

I  have  had  no  opportunity  until  the  last  year  to 
study  its  habits.  About  the  first  of  this  month 
J.  H.  Tomlinson,  an  enthusiastic  and  devoted 
disciple  of  Izaak  Walton,  and  a  true  sportsman,  took 
me  down  to  the  mouth  of  Fish  Creek,  where,  in  two 
hours,  we  took  thirteen  fisli,  weighing  25lb.,  the 
largest  being  31b.  6oz.,  and  the  smallest  1  lb.,  all 
being  taken  with  the  fly,  the  Red  Ibis  being  the 
favourite.  I  regret  to  say,  and  am  ashamed  to 
say,  that  every  one  of  these  fish  were  females  and 
full  of  ripe  ova.  Mr.  Millar's  reports  conclusively 
show  that  they  spawn  during  April  and  May.  At 
the  mouth  of  Fish  Creek,  terrible  slaughter  of  these 
with  ripe  ova  has  been  going  on  for  years.  There 
was  every  evidence  of  much  fishing  having  been 
recently  done  in  that  locality.  There  was  the 
remains  of  fresh  beef  lying  around,  and  we  also 
found  about  a  pound  of  cured  salmon  eggs,  which 
are  said  to  be  a  very  killing  bait,  and  strictly  pro- 
hibited in  Great  Britain  for  that  purpose. 

Cutthroat  the  Only  Trout  in  Canada. 

Mr.  President,  this  evidence  clearly  proves,  at 
least  to  my  mind,  that  these  trout  (the  Salmo 
mykis)  spawn  in  the  spring,  and  therefore  should  toe 
protected  accordingly.  Now,  Mr.  President,  I  wish 
to  make  a  statement  which  may  at  fir.st  appear  a 
startling  one.  My  subject  to-night  is  the  fresh- 
water trout  of  Canada.  I  have  told  you  that  our 
cutthroat  trout  is  a  real  trout,  a  Salmo.  Now,  I 
wish  to  tell  you  that  it  is  the  only  real  fresh-water 
trout  in  Canada,  with  the  exception  of  the  land- 
locked salmon  of  Quebec. 

A  Sea-Trout. 
British  Columbia  has  a  cutthroat  of  much  com- 
mercial value,  but  it  is  apparently  a  sea-trout.  No 
better  and  no  more  interesting  exhibit  could  be 
made  at  our  Dominion  exposition  than  a  glass  tank 
with  some  live  Salmo  mykis.  Many  visitors  would 
see  a  real  trout  for  the  first  time.  All  other  so-called 
trout  are  salmonoids  or  char.  My  paper,  then, 
should  come  to  an  end,  but  it  would  not  be  complete 
without  a  reference  to  the  other  most  interesting 
family,  the  char,  especially  as  some  gentlemen  are 
anxious  to  start  a  hatchery  here,  and  it  w'ill  be 
wisdom  for  them  to  consider  what  they  intend  to 
hatch.  In  this  province  we  have  a  degenerate 
representative  of  the  char  family  in  the  Salvelinus 
malma,  or  what  is  commonly  called  the  bull-trout. 
The  most  typical  representative  is  the  Salvelinus 
fontinalis  of  eastern  Canada,  commonly  known  as 
the  brook  trout.    The  family  characteristics  are  the 


following  :  They  live  in  fresli  running  water  or 
clear  spring  lakes.  They  have  large  mouths  with 
strong  jaws,  well  fortified  with  teeth  ;  have  no 
scales,  with  two  rows  of  pink  spots  along  each  side, 
brighter  in  some  and  more  faded  out  in  others. 
Usually  the  flesh  is  of  a  pink  tint.  Their  living 
consists,  to  a  very  large  extent,  of  live  fish.  The 
varieties  in  eastern  Canada  are  the  Salvelinus 
fontinalis,  or  brook  trout,  the  lake  trout,  and  the 
Salvelinus  namaycush,  or  salmon  trout.  In  British 
Columbia  we  also  have  the  "  Dolly  Varden,"  or 
bull-trout,  the  rainbow  and  mountain  trout,  all  of 
which  are  not  trout,  strictly  speaking,  hut  char. 

Salvelinus  fontinalis  a  Cannibal. 

Of  these  fish,  the  Salvelinus  fontinalis  of  eastern 
Canada  is  the  only  variety  in  the  east  that  is  of 
interest  to  the  sportsman.  This  fish  is  noted  for  its 
beauty  and  its  fighting  qualities,  the  eagerness  with 
which  it  takes  the  artificial  fly,  and  the  strenuous 
fight  it  puts  up  for  life  when  once  fairly  caught  on 
the  hoolc.  I  have  known  it  to  jump  6ft.  over  the 
water  to  take  the  fly  before  the  fisherman  had  com- 
pleted his  cast.  Its  eating  qualities  are  rmsur- 
passed  for  delicacy  of  flavour  by  any  other  fresh- 
water fish.  This  beautiful,  gamy  fish,  however, 
has  one  very  bad  habit.  It  is  a  cannibal  of  the  first 
water.  It  will  swallow  anything  in  the  shape  of  a 
live  fish,  even  one  of  its  own  kind.  With  my  owti 
eyes  I  have  seen  one  l2in.  long  trying  to  swallow 
one  lOin.  long,  and  have  taken  one  with  a  fly  with 
the  tail  of  another  fish  sticking  out  of  its  mouth. 
Even  the  young  fry,  as  soon  as  their  mouths  are 
open,  endeavour  to  swallow  one  another,  and  too 
often  succeed.  This  renders  the  artificial  raising  of 
these  fish  very  difficult,  and  very  often  somewhat 
disappointing.  I  wish  to  draw  your  attention  par- 
ticularly to  this  habit,  for  it  applies  to  all  the  pink- 
spottecl  variety  or  chars.  Later  on,  I  shall  tell  you 
why  I  am  so  emphatic  on  this  point.  Look  over 
Mr.  Millar's  very  interesting  report,  and  what  do 
you  find  for  stomach  contents  ?  Of  a  Salmo  mykis 
almost  invariably  insects  ;  of  a  bull-trout  invariably 
fish,  except  in  one  instance,  and  then  it  was  a 
mouse.  Let  me  read  you  one  instance.  Sept.  4, 
1895,  bull-trout,  length,  lO^in.  ;  weight,  37oz.  ; 
where  caught.  Sheep  Creek.  In  poor  condition  ; 
stomach  contents,  one  bull-trout,  6in.  long,  one  cut- 
throat, Sin.  long. 

A  Degenerate. 

Supposing  there  are  1000  bull-trout  in  a  given 
stream  in  Alberta,  and  each  one  should  swallow  one 
fish  per  week  of  their  own  and  other  species,  which 
is  an  absurdly  small  estimate,  both  as  to  number 
and  capacity  of  appetite,  it  would  mean  the  annual 
loss  of  52,000  fish,  which,  experience  shows,  would 
be  mostly  cutthroat,  or  one  per  day  would  be 
365,000.  A  bounty  has  been  placed  on  the  wolf  ; 
as  great  or  a  greater  sinner  goes  free  ;  yet  well- 
meaning  sportsmen  wish  to  introduce  more  char, 
in  the  shape  of  the  brook  trout  of  Ontario  ;  in 
fact,  the  C.P.R.  have  already  placed  some 
at  Banff.  I  have  told  you  that  tlie  bull-trout 
is  a  lazy,  degenerate  fellow,  but  if  these  waters  are 
suitable  to  the  Ontario  chap  he  will  soon  make  him- 
self felt,  and  in  ten  years  you  will  have  nothing  left 
of  your  valuable  Salmo  mykis.  Please  understand 
I  do  not  wish  to  say  anything  disparaging  of  the 
fine  fish  that  eastern  Canadians  are  so  proud  of, 
and  justly  so,  in  his  own  waters  ;  but,  gentlemen, 
leave  him  there,  at  least  until  we  have  learned  more 
about  our  own  noble  trout.  Now,  Mr.  President, 
nature  has  given  us  a  valuable  fish,  a  true  trout, 
\vith  no  vicious  habits,  and  it  is  our  bounden  duty 
to  protect  the  fish,  and  instead  of  bringing  in  char 
to  gobble  it  up,  we  ought  to  be  cultivating  and  shij)- 
ping  it  alive  to  other  provinces  which  are  not  as 
fortunate  as  we  are.  As  for  their  non-predaceous 
habits,  they  are  eminently  fitted  for  hatchery 
purposes.  The  Government  report  from  Ottawa, 
which  I  have  here  with  me,  tells  where  these  char, 
Salvelinus  jontitialis,  were  planted  in  a  salmon  stream 
in  Prince  Edward  Island,  and  in  course  of  time  the 
salmon  were  cleaned  out,  and  now  they  would  like 
to  be  rid  of  this  vicious  little  monster. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  would  like  tc  ask  what  have 
we  been  doing  to  protect  the  beautiful  and  palatable 
trout  indigenous  to  the  waters  of  this  province  ? 
Answer  :  "  Nothing  ?  Nay,  on  the  other  hand, 
we  have  wittingly  and  unwittingly  done  everj-tliing 
in  our  power  to  exterminate  them — we  have  done 
most  of  our  fishing  when  we  should  have  had  a 
close  season. 

{To  be  continued.) 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  Sc. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  cojyy  must  arrive  not 
later  tham,  Wednesday  evening's  post. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  flnd  the  time  of  hii;h  water  in  the  Tliames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  tlie  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
i^iven  below 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea.  (55  min.  for  Kew. 

40   „    ,,   Putney.  AnnJ^S   ..    .>  Richmond. 

45  „  „  Hammersmith,  ■^'"'m  „  „  Twickenham. 
50   „    „   Barnes.  ^         (85   „    „  Teddington. 

Example.— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge, 
it  will  be  higli  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  op  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,    June   27    0.4.3    1.  S 

Sunday,         „      28    1.32   

Monday,        „      29    2.13    2.33 

Tuesday,       „      30    2.51    3.11 

Wednesday,  .Inly    1    3.29    3.49 

Thursday,       ,,      2    4.  7    4.24 

Friday,  „      3    4.41    4.5S 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. —  General  Remarks. — The  river,  which 
during  the  early  part  of  the  week  had  a  "  butter- 
cup "  colour,  caused  by  the  earlier  rain-water  up 
river  coming  down,  has  now  cleared  and  is  in 
good  order  for  all  kinds  of  fishing.  Roach  are 
still  out  of  condition,  and  one  or  two  small  trout 
which  have  been  caught  were  covered  with  river 
lice.  The  weir  fishing  has  not  opened  good, 
but  at  Molesey  Mr.  Maurice  Gunn  has  had  six 
small  trout,  which  he  returned,  and  Mr.  F.  Little- 
wood,  at  the  same  place,  had  seven  trout,  six  of 
which  were  retmned,  and  one  of  31b.  12oz.  being 
retained.  At  Shepperton  Weir  Mr.  F.  Sands  and 
Mr.  Kipping  have  had  nine  small  barbel.  A  client 
of  Herbert  Curr  caught  some  good  chub  of  31b. 
each.  Mr.  J.  F.  Barnard  had  chub  at  the  same 
place.  A  section  of  the  Weybridge  Canal  has  been 
emptied  and  large  numbers  of  fish  have  been  speared 
and  taken  away.  At  Old  Windsor  Mr.  Edge  has 
caught  barbel  and  chub  up  to  41b.,  and  barbel  up 
to  5Jlb.  have  been  had  at  Marlow,  and  clients  of 
Lumaden,  at  Datchet,  have  been  amongst  the  chub 
and  barbel,  and  these  are  really  the  best  kind  of 
fish  to  try  for  j  ust  now.  A  few  anglers  have  had 
bream,  and  one  of  over  41b.  was  caught  by  a  client 
of  Curr's  at  Weybridge.  Mr.  Ellis  has  h6wi  bream  at 
Hampton,  his  best  fish  being  21b.  12oz.  A  large 
number  of  anglers  have  been  out  during  this  week, 
and  it  h.is  been  impossible  to  get  m  all  the 
reports  at  pre  ent.  The  general  impiession,  which 
should  act  for  immediate  guidance,  is  that  now 
the .  coloured  push  of  water  has  passed  away 
and  the  river  is  in  good  condition  improved  sport 
will. be  , enjoyed.  I  have  just  had  a  week  on  the 
river  trying  for  large  barbel  and  chub,  but  have 
had  nothing  big  enough  to  mention.  I  shall  have  a 
few  more  days,  and  hope  that  the  effect  of  judicious 
ground-baiting  will  have  the  desired  effect. — F.  H. 
Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  river  is  still  running 
in  good  order,  and  there  is  a  nice  stream.  The 
regatta  traffic  will  upset  the  angler's  chances  during 
-the  coming  week,  unless  it  is  in  the  early  morning 
at  the  weirs  or  mill  streams.  Some  chub  up  to 
41b.  4oz.  and  roach  of  1  lb.  7oz.  and  1  lb.  I2oz. 
have  been  caught.  A  brace  of  barbel  weighing 
81b.  3oz.,  two  trout  of  3ilb.  and  2Jlb.,  and 
some  chub  and  perch  have  also  been  taken 
by  ledger-fishing  in  baited  swims ;  quite  a  large 
number  of  small  trout  have  been  caught  by  small 
boys  fishing  with  halfpenny  hooks,  and  rods  costing 
little  more.  All,  I  think,  were  safely  returned  to 
the  river.  This  shows  that  the  fish  turned  down  by 
the  H.F.P.A  are  doing  well.  Only  I  wish  they 
would  bite  as  silly  when  they  grow  into  big  fish. — 
Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Twickenham).  —  As  predicted  in  my 
report  last  week,  water  in  this  reach  was  in  ideal 
condition  for  week-end ;  the  catches,  as  below  will 
show,  were  not  of  a  heavy  nature,  although  we  had 
another  carp.  Sunday  was,  however,  rather  against 
fishing  as  there  were  so  many  boats  out  and  the 
wind  was  very  rough;  it  was  very  difficult  to  find 
a  sheltered  spot.  Thursday,  June  18,  saw  Messrs. 
Henry  and  friend  in  the  afternoon  with  ten  fish  ; 
R.  MoSatt's  patrons  had  twenty  roach,  dace,  and 
one  eel  37in.  in  length,  and  weigliing  31b.  2oz. 
June  19,  self,  two  hours,  fifteen  roach ;  Dash 
Wright's  patrons  had  twenty  roach  and  dace  and 
one  bream.  June  20,  Mr.  Mason  one  carp,  Clb.  13oz., 
in  very  poor  condition ;  same  day  another  punt 
had  eighteen  fish.  June  21,  Messrs.  Robson  and 
Webster  (Francis  Francis  A.S.),  fishing  with  Wright, 
had  a  few  roach  and  dace,  largest  roach  1  lb.,  in 
very  poor  condition  ;  Sugar's  punt,  same  club,  had 
eighteen  fish.  June  22,  Brooks  and  myself 
(Francis  Francis  A.S.)  had  four  hours'  good  sport 


(afternoon)  fishing  with  Wright,  aoventy  roach. 
June  23,  Mr.  Henry,  nineteen  fi^h;  Mr.  F  Carter 
and  myself,  twenty-two  fish,  3  o'clock  to  ti.  All 
fish  caught  by  members  of  the  Francis  Francis  A  S 
have  been  returned.  Several  other  punls  have 
done  fairly  wel  .  I  am  pleaaed  to  say  the  roach  are 
a  great  deal  cleaner  than  those  of  the  first  day  or 
two,  and  we  hope  to  see  the  better  class  fish  on 
feed  before  long.  Water  is  at  mmmer  level,  rather 
on  the  bright  side  ;  a  little  rain  between  now  and 
i  nday  will  do  no  harm.    Prospects  for  end  of  week 

Tnn«  99     fj-    fi^T  ''^'"P  P^^y'^'S  about  on 

June  22  ;  this  fish  is  about  81b.— Aq.  hIncock 
T  ,^^*fn  °^  Lake.— Pishiiig  return  for  week  ending 
f  °t  1"'^^  ^-  A-  G.  Festing,  twS 

trout,  21b.  each  (bank) ;  Major-General  Festinl,  two. 
31b.  lOoz.  and  21b. ;  Mr.  J.  E.  G.  Festing  refurned 

and  31b.  8oz. 

and  3Ib.  12oz.  (last  one  from  bank) ;  Mr.  C  Braun 
two.  31b  Soz.  and  21b.  12oz.  (bank) ;  Mr.  T.  Kirkland,' 
two  41b.  Soz.  and  21b.  ;  Mr.  Ivor  A.  Forestier- 
Walker,  one,  31b.  On  June  16,  Mr.  T  Kirkland 
n"'w^l*';         2'^-       '  31b.  8oz'..  and  21b  ^Mr  b! 

nh  ini  •'  ^^-J^^^i;  'O*'^-'  lib.  14oz.,  and 

1  lb.  lOoz.  ;  Mr.  R.  J.  Box,  three,  21b.  12oz    41b  4o7 
and  51b.  (bank) ;  MJ^C  Braun.  one.  41b.  6oz.  (bank)! 
On  June  17,  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall,  one,  21b.  2oz.,  and 
returned  three  under  21b. ;  Mr.  G.  Levy-Langfield. 

?  u  i?''  M""-         Densham,  twf.  21b 

and  1  lb  lOoz.;  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall,  one,  31b.  loz.,  and 
returned  two  under  21b. ;  Mr.  Tarver.  one,  41b 

n!!f  '-til^'L^  t"^**^""  21b-  ;  Mr.  T.  Kirkland; 

one,  31b.  6oz  ;  Mr.  Ivor  A.  Forestier- Walker,  four 
41b.  8oz.,  31b.  8oz..  31b.  12oz..  and  41b.  8oz.  On 
June  19,  Mr.  A.  Fenton  Miles,  one,  21b.  6oz.  ;  Mr 
W.  P.  Appleton  two,  21b.  and  21b.  Soz. ;  Mr.  Ivor 
A    Forestier-Walker,  three.  41b.  2oz.,   41b..  and 

5  b.  4oz.,  41b.,  and  21b.  Soz. ;  Major  Hippisley,  two 
I  h"    OIK        31b. :  Major  A.  Ackland-Hood.-^  three 

^dkr  21h    TH    ^""^u^  returned  two 

under  21b.  The  weather  during  the  week  has  been 
tine  for  most  things,  but  was  much  against  fishing 
the  evenings  being  cold,  with  north  and  east  windli 
fZ  l^  ^  M^i  l*»<^®d  ten  under  21b.  were  returned, 
and  fifty  killed  weighed  1561b.  I2oz.-Donai,d  Caeb 
«fr«f°i    f  T  (Waterbeacli).  _  On  this 

stretch  of  free  water  on  the  Cam  the  weed-cutter 
has  been,  and  the  river  is  now  in  a  good  fishing 
condition,  and  with  the  fish  getting  settled  good 
bags  of  mixed  fish  are  expected,  but  for  bait 
the  red  worm  la  most  useful.  During  the 
week  a  mce  lot  of  perch  have  been  had,  also 

BnfWh  tf^fl  u  ^^7^''  bream  of  good  size. 

Both  these  fish  are  in  good  condition.  Only  a  few 
roach  had  in  fau-  condition,  but  are  improving  fast. 
Eels  are  giving  sport.  At  the  present  time  there  is  a 
quantity  of  fish  all  round  the  locks  and  lodes  of  good 
size.— John  O.  Geobge,  Beche-road,  Cambridgl 

Bure  (Norfolk,  Wroxham  District). -Angling 
will  no  w  be  in  full  swing,  as  though  there  is  no  legal 
close  time  in  the  district,  the  disinclination  of  the 
big  fish  to  feed  during  spawning  season  to  a  large 
extent  creates  a  close  time  of  itself,  while  as  for  the 
smaller  fry  they  are  if  anything,  too  numerous  in 
the  locality  of  the  big  broads  of  the  Bure  system. 
No  catches  worthy  oi  special  note  have  come  to  my 
knowledge  as  yet,  though  occasional  good  roach 
have  been  basketed.  The  fish  of  the  Ant  district 
seem  to  be  more  forward  than  those  of  the  Bure, 
Sin^  .K^^  u^u'  '^"^  g«"'"g  ^  f«ir  trim 
Wnn^I  II^  ^^^tT  south-west  end  of 

Barton  last  week,  I  found  rudd  and  roach  keen  on 
the  artificial  fly  and  creeled  [some  very  nice  rudd 
up  to  nearly  1  lb  besides  plenty  of  roach,  some  up 
to  nearly  ^Ib  We  want  hot  weather,  however,  foV 
this  branch  of  sport.  The  rivers  are  in  fair  volume 
but  somewhat  clear.  Prospects  fair.— C.  H.  Tayloh 
Darenth  (Parningham,  etc.).-I*had  two  or 
three  hours  on  the  loveliest  part  of  this  beautiful 
stream  as  a  parting  visit,  the  other  day.  and  found 
everythmg  m  my  favour  so  far  as  weather  and 
rising  fish  could  make  it,  but  (there  is  always  a 

w«r«  f  ^  ^"""^^  °°  ""^'"^  ™y  dry-flies  were  tied 
were  faulty  and  caused  the  loss  of  three  good 
fish    I  will  not  at  present  mention  the  name  of  the 

Sftll  t'hjh^    f  an  exceptional  occurrence. 

Still,  I  did  not  fare  badly,  bringing  home  two  and  a 
half  brace  nearly  all  on  Red  Quiuf  the  Olive  being 
!nH  aP  ^KM  successful.    The  water  was  full 

and  slightly  coloured,  owing,  I  think,  to  temporary 
causes  connected  with  a  mUl  above,  and  the  fish 
rose,  off  and  on,  from  12  till  3.30,  and  were  ri.in^ 

the  Darenth  runs  is  particularly  well  situated,  as 
h^^.^-  f*"  preserved  above  and  below,  and  both 
banks,  of  course,  belong  to  the  owner,  most  of  the 
quarter  of  a  mile  included  in  prop;rty.    One  of 

^l^:^'  ^-'l  ""^^  «  P°«>1.  the  opposite 

Bide  of  which  18  rented  by  the  Lion,  and  1  think 
subscribers  to  that  fishery  will  have  a  good  chance 
this  season.    The  whole"^  river,  so  faf  as  1"^"' 
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explored  it  this  year,  seems  in  exceptionally  good 
condition,  and  should   yield  good  sport —J  P 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— Rain  is  badly 
needed  for  this  stream  which  is  very  low  and  fine, 
bport  has  been  about  the  average,  al(though  baskets 
have  not  been  large.  Messrs.  H.  andiA.  Searle  have 
had  a  few  truff,  and  nice  dishes  of  trout  have  been 
had  by  Messrs.  J.  Edmonds,  G.  S.  Presawell,  E. 
Distm  and  H.  T.  Distin.  and  Mrs.  J.  Edmonds  (on 
the  Harbourne).  During  the  past  week  in  accor- 
dance with  an  arrangement  made,  the  fishery  associa- 
tion have  put  ten  salmon  over  Totnes  weir,  and 
reports  state  that  most  of  the  pools  contain  fish. 
Little  has  been  done  by  the  nets,  and  although 
nearly  a  dozen  fish  were  observed  going  up  stream 
at  Totnes  Bridge  one  day  this  week  only  one  was 
caught  The  Dart  Board  of  Conservators  have 
receued  quotations  for  the  supply  of  yearling 
trout  for  restocking  purposes,  and  it  has  been 
referred  to  a  committee,  which  has  power  to 
spend  £50  and  act  as  they  think  desirable.  Some 
discussion  took  place  as  to  the  improvement  of  a 
weir  on  the  Yeo.  and  the  construction  of  a  fish 
pond  on  Mr.  Tucker's  property  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  a  sanctuary  for  fi.h  when  the  river 
becomes  low.  It  appeared  that  the  place  proposed 
T?'"  the  pond  was  open  to  fishermen  with  the 
Board  s  licence.  An  opinion  was  expressed  that  if 
the  pond  was  constructed  the  fish  would  be  pre- 
served there,  and  Mr.  Tucker  expressed  his  readi- 
ness to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  Board  in  the  matter, 
and  on  that  understanding  it  was  decided  to  spend 
£6. — Devonian.  ^ 

DevonsWre  Streams.— The  low  water  in  the 
Ockment,  Torridge  and  Lew,  together  with  the 
fact  that  It  IS  very  fine,  has  greatly  interfered  with 
salmon  fishmg,  and,  consequently,  little  or  nothing 
has  been  done  Trout  rods,  too,  have  had  a  poor 
time.  A  few  brace  of  trout  have  been  had  on  the 
Carey,  which  is,  too,  suffering  from  shortness  of 
water.  Some  good  catches  of  bass  are  being 
had  on  the  Yealm.  Fishing  on  the  Bideford  reser- 
voir is  evidently  improving,  as  I  note  it  is  stated 
that  m  one  day  one  gentleman  caught  fifteen  fish, 
which  averaged  fib.  apiece.  The  council  have,  up 
to  date,  received  over  £8  in  licences.— Devonian 
T  O.  Reservoirs.  -  During  the  week  ended 
June  24,  138  trout,  scaling  681b.  13oz.,  were  taken 
m  these  waters.  In  addition,  sixty-six  (121b.  7oz  ) 
were  had  m  the  natural  lake  Llyn  Gvnon  and 
thirty-three(31b.  lloz.)  in  the  Claer  Jen  rl^er  Gra.V 
f  h^^'^f^^K P'"°^''^ed  the  best  baskets,  eighty-six 
fi.h  (351b. )  being  got  there.  These  included  catches 
rangmg  fron.  four  to  ten  brace  each,  and  the  best 
fish  scaled  17oz.  Twenty  (121b.  2oz.)  were  got  in 
Cabancoch,  where  one  angler  succeeded  in  grassing 
two  scaling  31b..  the  best  being  a  beauty^ of  2Tb 
Garregddu  accounted  for  seventeen  (101b.  8oz.),  the 
best  basket  containing  eight  trout  (61b.),  the  two 
best  fish  scaling  upwards  of  lib.  each.  Fifteen 
hi  Kkff'^t^  T?  '°  Dolmynach  reservoir, 

Tl  r®*  containmg  nine,  51b.,  and  the  two 
best  fish  scaling  respectively  l^lb.  and  1  lb.  The 
hght  Gochen  Las  and  the  Claret  and  Mallard  are 
accounting  for  most  of  the  kills.  In  the  matter  of 
flies  individual  fancy,  however,  varies— W  B  H 

f>,^^\^^^"^^^-r'^*'^'^^*«''  continues  low,  and 
though  a  fair  number  of  anglers  have  been  out  the 
takes  are  not  worth  recording.  In  the  tideway  a 
few  trout  were  taken  during  the  week,  but, 
generally  speaking,  the  results  have  been  disap- 
pointing, and  a  good  flood  is  needed  to  improve 
matters  Prospects  for  the  coming  week  are  poor 
Sea  anglers  are  havmg  good  sport  from  the  piers 
with  the  bottom  line  On  Monday  one  party  had 
good  baskets  of  mixed  fish  from  the  east^pief.  As 
yet  few  anglers  have  fished  in  the  bay,  although  all 
kmds  are  reported  plentiful.— J.  Jackson 

is  f^l  .(Exeter).-Rod  salmon  fishing 

is  at  a  standstill  owing  to  the  river  being  very  low 
and  clear,  but  some  trout  have  been  caught  up- 
stream worm  fishmg  and  with  Red  Tag,  Blue  Up- 
right, and  Black  Gnat,  most  of  them  in  the  evening 
A  large  number  of  grayling  are  in  evidence  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  Exe,  and  one  angler  dry-fly 
fishing  captured  over  a  score  under  thi  hour  In 
the  canal  some  perch,  eels,  and  roach  have  been 
S^ed  The Thorverton  Bridge  isnow  being  recon 
trX  KM^''  °°°}Pleted  will  be  a  boon  to  all 

traffic,  as  the  hill  each  side  is  very  steep,  and  the  old 
bridge  has  shown  signs  of  the  ravages  of  ti^e?  a 
portion  having  fallen  last  year.    Sea-fishing,  except 
"o^ff^'-lVE^^pS^^^  ^•^te 
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Lake  Vyrnwy.— The  weather  during  the  oast 
week  has  been  favourable,  and  sport^  continues 
good  a  total  of  140  trout  being  take^n  for  the  week 
Mr.  Batchelor,  a  keen  angler  lor  big  fish,  has  had 
capital  sport  during  the  week,  sevlral  o   the  fiS 

fw«1^«    ''•h^^'^-.-  -^^  ^8  Mr.  Bourke  had 

twelve  good-conditioned  fish  weighing  81b  best 
fish  lib.  9oz.     Dra  Wilkinson  and  Lilley.  Lieut! 


Morgan  Jones,  and  Mr.  Sheppard  have  also  had 

B^acl-«^dT  CoTh-y-bondhu  Beetle. 

mack  and  Teal. — Long  Drift. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.- Lea,  Beane,  Rib,  Stort, 
etc.  are  m  very  fair  order  for  the  time  of  year,  and 
°u  u  /  u  ,  reopens  for  angling  for  roach, 

chub,  barbel,  carp,  tench  and  bream.  I  hear  some 
nice  roach  have  been  seen  in  the  weeds  in  the  upper 
waters,  and  I  anticipate  sport  should  warm  weather 
be  experienced  For  roach  baits  I  recommend 
white  paste  caddis  grubs,  bloodworms,  and  bread- 
crust  the  latter  in  streamy  swims.  The  chub 
should  be  attracted  by  the  fly  and  cheese  paste, 
home  dace  have  been  taken  between  Ware  and 
Hertford.— IzAAK  Walton. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  streams 
are  in  good  fishing  order.  A  good  number  of  rods 
have  been  out  of  late,  the  fish  rising  better,  and 
some  nice  lots  of  good  fish  taken.  Prospects  of 
sport  good.    On  J une  20  four  nice  fish  were  landed 

ib«  A  ''^^  v^^^t'^^S?  23  good  sport  was  had  in 
the  Arrow  with  May  Fly. — Gwynne. 

^^^e^^s  and  Broads.— The  season  on 
the  J^  orfolk  rivers  promises  to  be  very  good,  pro- 
viding we  get  warm  weather.  The  catches  last 
week  were,  I  think,  for  the  start  of  the  season,  very 
fine  Fishing  at  St.  Benet's  Abbey,  Mr.  Kennedy 
(Oglander  P.S.)  caught  twenty-five  bream  scaling 
nearly  501b.  (largest,  3ilb.).  Same  place  and  day  I 
Norwich  angler  had  fifteen  bream.  251b.  (largest, 
^ib.);  same  angler,  on  day  previous  at  Horning 
Ferry  (Bute),  three  perch  of  1  lb.  each  and  a  grand 
specimen  roach  of  21b.  7oz.  I  had  one  bream  of 
^jlb.,  two  of  21b.  each,  and  one  of  Ulb  — E  A  H 
POWNALL  (B.S.A.S.).  *  ■     '  ^■ 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— The  river  is  run- 
ning very  low  and  clear,  and  is  in  great  need  of  a 
strong  freshet.  The  weeds,  too.  are  very  trouble- 
some. The  evening  rise  has  not  yet  fully  come.  It 
wia  be  at  its  best  during  the  months  of  July  and 
August.  A  rod,  fishing  at  Ottery  on  June  17.  took 
six  nice  fish  in  the  forenoon,  and  the  same  rod.  on 
June  19.  killed  a  fine  fish  of  1  lb.  6oz.,  in  the  pink 
of  condition.  Peal  are  up.  A  good  many  have 
been  netted  at  the  mouth,  and  on  the  evening  of 
June  22  several  were  seen  to  jump  in  the  public 
water,  but  they  would  not  take  the  fly.— Hhkon. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry).— Water  in  the  very 
best  of  condition  and  fish  have  fed  well  all  the  week 
a  number  of  very  nice  ones  (for  so  early  in  the 
season)  having  been  taken,  Mr.  Hare  and  Mr. 
Ince  getting  some  of  all  kinds,  perch,  roach, 
rudd,  tench,  and  their,  largest  bream  went  just 
4^1b.,  not  at  all  bad  for  first  week  in  season,  and  the 
wind  has  been  N.E.  all  the  time,  too.  A  very  nice 
lot  of  chub  have  also  been  had  by  Mr.  Holloway 
down  here  and  a  little  above  stream,  the  largest 
going  about  41b.  on  Red  Palmer.— A.  Soabd. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— The  water  is  in  good  con- 
dition, but  the  weeds  are  getting  troublesome.  On 
Monday  last  men  commenced  cutting  them  at 
Houghton,  so  that  for  some  few  days  fishing 
m  the  vicinity  of  that  viUage  will  be  prao- 
tically  at  a  standstill.  It  is  proposed  to  cut  the 
weeds  from  Houghton  Mills  to  Godmanchester 
locks  twice  this  year,  and  it  is  hoped  that  with  leas 
natural  food  at  their  disposal  fish  will  afford  better 
sport  for  the  angler  than  has  been  the  case  the  last 
season  or  two.— Chaeles  A.  Bbyant. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts).— Three  nice  chub  have 
been  taken  by  Mr.  G.  H.  Holloway  at  Hemingford 
Orey.  Mr.  J.  H.  Hooper  secured  some  roach  from 
i4oz.  up  to  1  lb.  ^oz.,  and  there  is  every  indication 
ot  shoals  of  bream  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Four  Gate 
Pit.     Prospects  good ;   water  grand.  —  Edward 

COLLINSON. 

Plymouth.— The  rivers  are  stiU  very  low,  and 
there  has  not  been  much  doing.  There  are  plenty 
of  fash  in  the  lower  waters  and  several  have  been 
taken  m  the  nets  in  the  estuary.  I  was  out  with 
the  otter  hounds  on  June  22,  and  saw  some  fine  fish 
in  the  various  pools  in  the  Plym,  evidently  waiting 
for  a  flood  to  enable  them  to  get  to  the  higher  waters. 
I  have  just  heard  of  a  fine  salmon.  21  lb.,  caught  in 
the  Dart,  and  a  peal  of  2Jlb.  taken  in  the  Plym.— 
William  Heabdeb. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).- Water  very  clear  and 
no  stream  running.  A  good  many  anglers  have 
been  out,  but  not  any  catch  worth  naming, 
although  most  of  them  have  had  fish.  Thta 
being  a  late  river  fish  are  rather  backward  in  con- 
dition, but  any  amount  of  good  fish  may  be  seen  in 
the  weeds  cleaning  themselves.  Some  good  sport 
will  be  had  later  on.— W.  F.  Bainbbidoe. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— 
The  weather  of  the  week  has  been  all  that  we 
could  wish.  Rivers  are  in  good  order,  but  sport 
has  not  been  up  to  expectation.  The  Trafalgar 
Anglers  (Brighton)  in  their  contest  at  Steyning  on 
June  21  secured  all  prizes,  but  the  takes  were  meagre. 
Mr.  Streetor  taking  first  prize  with  51b.  12oz.  of 
.  carp,  roach,  and  dace  out  of  twenty-two  members 
who  weighed  in.  On  the  Ouse,  in  the  upper  reach  of 
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SheOleld  Park  a  trout  of  lib.  2  oz.  wus  taken  with 
worm  at  the  mouth  of  Blackbrook  and  several  of 
from  4oz.  to  8oz.  Roach  are  not  in  condition — a 
few  of  from  8oz.  to  12oz.  were  taken  with  gentles. 
Tlie  Canal  at  Chichester  is  getting  very  weedy. 
)'ream  up  to  1  lb.  9oz.  have  been  taken,  but  are 
out  of  condition,  and  heaps  of  fish  from  2oz.  to 
8oz.  Thgre  are  mullet  in  the  harbour.  A  nice  beiss 
cif  olb.  was  taken  by  the  netsmen  at  Apuldram 
sluice  ;  but  fish  are  not  feeding. — Geobgb  F.  Salter. 

TaiF  (Whitland,  Carmarthenshire).  —  The 
river  is  in  good  fishing  order  and  fine  baskets  of 
trout  are  being  taken.  Sewin  fairly  plentiful. 
Salmon  are  not  showing  up  in  numbers  yet. — H. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Rivers  very  low  and  clear, 
fishing  only  in  after  part  of  day,  sun  too  hot,  and 
some  nice  catches  made.  Soldier,  Pink  Badger,  and 
Maggot  are  killing.  Bass  are  coming  into  the  river, 
and  will  take  next  spring  tide. — Rtjsty  Game. 

Teme  (Iiudlow). — The  Teme  is  in  capital  order. 
Tlie  trout  have  been  well  on  the  feed,  and  rising 
freely  at  the  fly.  Minnow  fishing  has  accounted  lor 
pood  trout  in  early  morning.  Worm  and  maggot 
fishing  have  been  successful  in  the  evening,  and 
large  quantities  of  dace,  roach,  and  chub  taken. 
During  last  week  an  angler  landed  thirty  trout 
above  the  town.  In  the  Oakley  Park  water,  where 
the  takes  are  now  restricted  to  six  brace  per  day, 
some  good  sport  has  been  had.  Near  Ludford,  on 
June  22  and  23,  trout  of  1  lb.  and  IJlb.  were  taken 
with  fly. — S.  Ludlow. 

Tyne,  Nortli  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — There  was  a  considerable  lise  on  most  of 
our  northern  rivers  last  week,  theTyjie  having  fully 
three  feet  of  fresh  water  on  June  21.  The  flood 
(luickly  subsided,  however,  and  they  are  now  back 
to  almost  the  old  level,  and  in  poor  fishing  trim. 
Fishing  in  the  Coquet  at  Thropton,  Mr.  Hawthorn 
landed  a  few  trout  with  the  minnow ;  fishing  in  the 
Rothbury  district  has  also  been  at  a  discount  this 
week.  Only  a  very  few  anglers  have  thought  it 
worth  while  to  try  the  Whittle  Dene  ponds  of  late, 
the  weather  being  too  cold  for  reservoir  fishing.  A 
basket  of  eight  trout,  which  were  captured  by  a 
Ryton  gentleman,  is  the  only  catch  I  have  heard  of 
worth  recording.  The  Eden  and  tributaries  were 
flooded  on  June  20,  and  the  soa-trout  have  been 
running  freely.  In  the  Graham  Arms  private  stretch 
of  Netherby  water,  on  the  Border  Esk,  Mr.  Robert 
Paine  landed  a  101b.  salmon  and  nine  sea-trout  in 
two  fishings.  Mr.  Black  also  s  iccesstully  landed  two 
sea-trout,  which  turned  the  scale  at  2  Jib  and  I  Jlb. 
respectively.  Mr.  James  Milne  had  three  fish  of  a 
similar  weight.  Messrs.  R.  Tweddle  and  Harry 
Foster  had  four  and  six  sea-trout  respectively  in 
two  evening  fishings.  The  water  is  low,  and  evening 
fishing  is  in  full  swing.  A  few  sea-trout  have  been 
landed  in  the  twilight  with  small  sets  of  flies.  A 
suitable  cast  may  be  selected  from  the  following 
flies : — Black  Gnat,  Woodcock  and  Hare's  Ear,  Red 
Spinner,  and  Partridge  and  ^Yellow. —  Heney  A. 

MUBTON. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  river  is  now  exceedingly  low, 
.  and  there  will  be  no  more  salmon  angling  until  there 
is  rain  and  a  rise.  Mr.  R.  Rickards  killed  a  salmon, 
OJ^lb.,  in  Penyllyn,  on  June  15  ;  and  Mr.  Sword,  one 
of  71b.,  in  Penyllyn,  and  one,  91b.,  in  Railyderry,  on 
June  17.  The  water  has  been  again  netted  by  the 
bailiffs,  and,  amongst  others,  a  351  b.  salmon  was 
taken  in  the  Bell  Pool  on  Tuesday.  Trout  anglers 
are  meeting  with  success  in  the  evenings. — T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — The  above 
rivers  are  low  and  clear  and  it  requires  the  finest 
tackle  that  can  be  got,  especially  on  the  Wye,  and 
aljo  small  flies  during  the  day-time,  as  there  are 
such  a  variety  on  the  water  just  now.  Those 
gentlemen  who  have  fished  the  Wye  have  had  to 
work  hard  and  long  to  bag  two  or  three  brace, 
although  this  river  is  practically  full  of  grayling 
and  will  probably  rise  better  later  on.  Rather 
better  reports  are  to  hand  from  t'le  Derwent,  as 
those  who  have  fished  the  Chatsworth  fishery 
have  obtained  baskets  ranging  from  two  to  four 
and  five  brace  by  fishing  late  in  the  evening 
and  using  a  large  yellow  fly.  The  Darleydale 
club's  water  has  afforded  its  members  a  few 
nice  sized  trout,  mostly  by  fishing  late.  Also  the 
Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association's  wafer 
yielded  a  nice  few  good  trout.  Mr.  A.  G.  Collinson 
fishing  this  water  at  Matlock  Bath  on  the  Lovers' 
Walks  on  June  19  took  a  pretty  brace  of  trout  mb. 
each.  Also  Messrs.  Pearson  and  Coates,  fishing  in 
Matlockdale  on  June  22,  landed  several  nice  fish 
each,  and  the  members  of  this  club  fishing  below 
Cromford  have  had  nice  sport,  taking  two  or  three 
brace  of  good  fish.  Flies  that  should  be  useful : 
Ash  Dun,  Yellow  Dun  (large  for  evenings)  Black 
Gnat,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Thompson's  Fancy,  Golden 
Palmer,  and  moths  for  evening. —  Dottekel. 

Wye  (Upper). — Several  small  lots  of  trout  con- 
tinue to  be  taken  by  local  anglers.  The  river  is, 
however,  very  clear  and  bright,  otherwise  it  is  in 
fairly  good  condition   for  trout  angling.    A  freshet 


will  soon  be  needed  though.  A  useful  cast  for 
trouting  in  the  Upper  Wye  may  be  had  by  using 
the  Orl  and  Upright  Blue  for  day  fishing,  and  the 
Brown  Spinner  and  Pratt's  Beetle  dm-ing  the  even- 
ing. Mr.  Inglis,  fishing  the  Glanwye  waters  on 
Monday,  had  a  salmon,  151b.,  and  on  Tuesday  he 
had  another,  171b.— W.  B.  H. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.   (Yorks). — The  first-named  three  rivers  with 
their  tributary  streams  have  now  run  down  to 
Summer  level  and  are  very  bright  and  clear.  There- 
fore evening  or  early  morning  anglers  are  the  most 
successful,  the  sun  being  too  bright  except  for  fishing 
the  worm  well  up  stream  in  the  middle  of  the  day. 
Some  good  dishes  of  trout  were  caught  at  the  week- 
end with  the  natural  minnow.    I  got  a  dozen  nice 
fish  up  the  Cover  the  other  day  and  other  anglers 
have  had  similar  dishes.    The  Swale  has  been  low 
and  clear  ;  in  the  upper  reaches  sport  has  been  slow, 
but  in  the  lower  reaches  some  nice  sport  has  been 
met  with  amongst  the  roach,  dace,  and  chub.  Mr.  W. 
Pattison,  of  the  Robin  Hood  Angling  Club,  Leeds, 
showed  a  fine  brace  of  dace  weighing  15oz.  and 
14|oz.  respectively,   and  these  have  been  sent 
for  preservation.    In  the  Wiske  sport  has  been  fair. 
One  or  two  very  nice  baskets  of  mixed  fish  have  been 
caught,  principally  roach,  dace,  and  chub.  The 
Wharle  has  been  running  low,  sport  in  the  upper 
reaches  has  been  fair  amongst  the  trout.  Best 
baskets  have  been  got  with  the  worm  fished  well  up 
fctream,  also  the  minnow  spun  on  the  Ariel  and 
Chapman  spinners.  In  the  lower  reaches  at  Burley  and 
Ilkley  some  nice  catches  of  trout  have  been  caught 
with  the  fly  in  the  evening,  best  flies  being  Brown 
Uwl,  Poult  Bloa,  Knotted  Midge  and  Black  Midge. 
At  Boston  Spa  and  Tadcaster  sport  has  varied. 
What  is  wanted  is  another  freshet  to  clear  the  bed 
of  the  river.  The  Nidd  is  in  fair  angling  trim.  During 
the  last  few  days  some  fine  catches  of  fish  have 
been  made  in  the  lower  reaches  among  the  barbel, 
chub,  and  roach.    At  Cowthorpe  and  Walshford 
Bridge  some  nice  chub  have  been  caught.    Mr.  T. 
Harding  had    good    sport,    including    a  chub 
weighing    3lb.     The    second    annual    match  of 
the  Leeds  Amalgamation  of  Anglers  took  place 
at  Old  Leake,  Lincolnshire,  on  June  21,  for  the 
Livesley-Isaacs  challenge  cup — 250  competed.  First 
fell  to  Mr.  T.  H.  Gunnee,  181b.  15oz.  ;  2nd,  Mr.  J. 
T.  Pickersgill,  171b.  13oz. ;   3rd,  Mr.  H.  Thomas, 
171b.  lloz.,  consisting  mostly  of  bream.  The  heaviest 
bream  in  the  match  was  taken  by  Mr.  T.  Parker,  of 
Hunslet  Victoria  A.C.,  weighing  5lb.  9oz.  The  section 
prizes  for  the  greatest  number  of  fish  returned  was 
won  by  Messrs.  Priest,  Armitage,  Cotterell,  Whaley, 
Nettleton,  Collier,   and  Pickersgill.     The  Prince 
Arthur  Angling  Club,  Leeds,  fished  an  off  match  at 
Skip  Bridge  on  the  Nidd  ;  first  prize  fell  to  Mr.  G. 
Atkin,  21b.  13Joz. ;    second    to    Mr.    J.  Wright, 
21  b.  1  oz.  ;   third  to  Mr.  J.  Fen  wick,  21b.  Rain 
threatens  at  the  time  of  writing,  in  fact  it  has  fallen 
on  the  hills.    The  Nidd  is  again  highly  coloured. 
For  evening  flies  at  this  time  of  the  year  I  can 
recommend  the  Coachman,  Alder,  Willow  Fly,  and 
the  Red  Quill ;  all  these  kill  well,  and  will  continue 
to  do  so  until  the  Bustards  make  their  appearance. 
— John  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (Sutherland). — 

Lochs  Cama.  Veyatie,  Urigill,  and  Boarlan  are  yield- 
ing excellent  sport,  but  full  details  for  the  week  cannot 
be  given.  From  June  15  to  17  baskets  of  trout 
ranged  up  to  seventy,  21  lb.,  and  ferox  averaging 
4Jlb.  were  landed.  On  Jrme  18,  Messrs.  Tucker, 
fifteen,  5|lb. ;  Mr.  Cordner,  thirty-four,  lOJlb. ;  Mr. 
Stanfield,  twelve,  4Jlb. ;  Mr.  Gray,  forty,  U^lb.  ; 
and  Messrs.  Colson,  twenty-four,  1  OJIb.  On  J une  1 9, 
Mr.  Cordner,  twenty-four,  751b.  ;  Mr.  Gray,  twenty- 
two,  8|^lb. ;  Messrs.  Huffam  and  Wilson,  thirty, 
lOlb.  ;  Messrs.  Tucker,  eleven,  5|lb.,  and  two  ferox, 
7|-lb.  ;  and  Messrs.  Colson,  twenty,  71b.  On'June  20 
the  sport  obtained  was  somewhat  similar,  the 
heaviest  being  forty-four,  11  lb.,  by  Messrs.  Colson. 
— B. 

Altnaharra  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.) — 

The  following  sport  has  been  got  on  the  neighbour- 
ing lochs; — On  June  15,  Mr.  W.  Thorp,  North- 
umberland, made  a  basket  of  141b.  of  trout;  Mr. 
Thorp,  jun.,  and  Miss  Thorp,  one  of  22lb.  ;  and 
Mr.  MacLeod,  9lb.  On  June  16,  Mr.  W.  T.  Thorp, 
eleven  trout,  71b.,  and  Mr.  Thorp,  jun.,  and  Miss 
Thorp,  nib.  On  June  17,  Mr.  A.  H.  Wilson,  17lb. 
of  trout ;  Mr.  Thorp,  8lb.  ;  and  Mr.  T.  and  Miss 
Thorp,  7lb.  On  June  18,  Mr.  and  Miss  Thorp, 
twenty -six  trout,  14lb.  ;  Mr.  Bond,  twelve,  6lb. ; 
Mr.  Thorp,  jun.,  thirty-four,  12lb.  ;  and  Mr. 
Wilson,  seventeen,  17lb.  On  June  19.  Mr.  Thorp, 
jun.,  fourteen,  81b.;  Messrs.  Adams  and  M 'sson, 
seventy,  25lb.  ;  Mr.  Wilson,  twenty-eight,  151b. ; 
Mr.  and  Miss  Thorp,  eleven,  61b.  ;  and  Mr.  Bond, 
on  River  Mallard,  one  salmon,  8ilb.— B. 

Beanly  and  Conon. — Angling  on  the  Beauly  was 
again  prosecuted  only  with  a  fair  measure  of  success 


during  the  past  week,  the  water  being  somewhat 
low.  Captain  Armitage  had  .six  salmon  and  grilse 
during  the  week.  On  June  18  ho  landed  two  nice 
fish  of  lOlb.  and  81b.,  and  on  June  1!)  a  salmon  of 
9lb.  In  the  tidal  waters,  the  Moniack  Castle  rod 
had  fourteen  sea-trout  aggregating  I81b.,  as  well  as 
a  grilse  weighing  4^lh.  Conon. — The  waters  of  the 
Conon  were  again  too  low  for  successful  angling. 
Fishing  in  the  lower  reaches,  seven  salmon  and 
grilse,  as  well  as  some  sea-trout,  were  reported 
taken  (heaviest,  9lb.).  The  lessees  of  the  net- fishings 
had  a  considerably  improved  catch,  a  goodly 
number  of  grilse  finding  their  way  into  the  estuary, 
but  getting  no  further.  Mr.  Corbett  and  Mr.  Brown 
fished  the  Black  water,  a  tributary  of  the  Conon, 
alternately  on  three  days  of  the  week.  For  the 
past  fortnight  they  have  been  doing  very  well,  and 
last  week  they  had  six  salmon,  besides  fair  baskets 
of  brown  trout.  On  June  15  Mr.  Corbett  landed 
three  salmon  weighing  lOlb.,  71b.,  and  7Jlb. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — In  the  Graham  Arms 
reserved  water,  Mr.  Raine  landed  a  salmon  of  lOlb., 
six  j-ea-trout,  and  ten  yellow  trout ;  at  another 
fishing  he  had  six  sea-trout  and  fourteen  yellow 
trout.    Mr.  Tweddle,  two  sea-trout  and  eight  yellow 
trout ;  Mr.  Reid,  two  sea-trout ;  Mr.  Hunt,  one  and 
a  basket  of  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  Robinson,  two  sea- 
trout  and  fifteen  yellow  trout,  and  at  another  fishing 
twenty  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  J.  Milne,  two  sea-trout 
and  a  dozen  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  F.  Little,  one  sea- 
trout  and  a  basket  of  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  J.  Dixon, 
one  sea-trout.    Fishing  in  the  Netherby  reserved 
water,  Mr.  H.  Foster  creeled  six  sea-trout ;  Messrs. 
Patrickson  and  Harrison  Lawson,  two  and  forty- 
five  yellow  trout;  Messrs.  Ratson  and  Atkinson 
had  good  baskets  of  brown  trout.    Fishing  below 
Langholm,  Sergeant  Bell  caught  two  sea-trout,  and 
at  Glenfirra  Mr.  A.  McMillan  two.    Mr.  T.  Turnbull, 
one  ;  Mr.  W.  Ross,  two ;  and  Mr.  Beattie,  four. 
Mr.  W.  Ferguson  had  two  sea-trout  in  Newcastleton 
water ;  Mr.  Scott,  three  saa-trout ;  Mr.  J.  Summer- 
field,  three ;  Mr.  J.  Armstrong  creeled  a  dozen 
yellow  trout ;  Messrs.  Cuthbertson  had  two  baskets 
of  fine    yellow  trout  of   81b.  each  in  Hermitage 
reserved  water.    Fishing  in  Langholm  water  of  the 
Esk,  Mr.  T.  Morrison  had  three  sea-trout ;  Mr.  R. 
Jeffrey,  one ;  Mr.  W.  Telford,  one ;  Mr.  Borthwick, 
two ;  Mr.  R.  Nesbit,  two ;  Mr.  Parkinson  had  a 
basket  of  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  W.  Weatherstone,  two 
sea-trout ;  Mr.  R.  J.  Beattie,  one ;   Mr.  W.  Ross, 
two  and  eighteen  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  .J.  Robinson 
had  a  basket  of  yellow  trout.    In  Lower  Liddle, 
Mr.  J.  Graham  had  a  basket  of  yellow  trout.  On 
Saturday,  in  Langholm  water,  Mr.  T.  Morrison  had 
five  sea-trout ;  Mr.  Jackson  had  a  basket  of  yellow 
trout.    In  Canonbie  water,  Mr.  Little  had  a  dozen 
yellow  trout;    Mr.  Steel,   two  sea-trout;  Mr.  J. 
Elliot,  three  and  a  basket  of  yellow  trout ;  Mr. 
J.  Henderson,  one  sea-trout  and  some  yellow  trout 
in  the  mid-reaches.- — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.). —  On 
June  20  Mr.  G.  T.  Crompton  and  party  had  two 
salmon  of  about  101b.  each  on  the  upper  waters. 
The  netters  at  the  estuary  are  now  getting  good 
hauls. — B. 

Culag  Hotel  Waters,  Lochinver  (via  Lairg, 
IT.B.). — On  June  15,  16,  and  17  a  total  basket  of 
310  fish,  130|-lb.,  was  made.  On  June  18,  Major 
Scjuire  got  twelve  trout,  61b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Thornton,  nine,  31b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harding, 
twenty-four,  9Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Yarborough,  twenty- 
nine,  lOlb.  ;  Mj.  and  Mis;  Murray,  twenty-eight, 
81b.;  Mr.  Bennett,  twenty,  '7Jlb.  ;  Messrs. 
B  dwell  and  Harlock,  seventeen,  Q^lb.  On 
June  19,  Mr.  Thornton,  one  grihe,  3ilb. ;  Messrs. 
Bedwell  and  Harlock,  fourteen,  51b. ;  Mr.  Bennett, 
fourteen,  6lb. ;  Messrs.  Yarborough,  seventeen, 
71b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harding,  thirteen,  8lb.  ;  and  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Skinner,  thirty,  9-|Ib.  On  June  20,  the 
heaviest  basket  was  thirty  trout,  8ilb.,  by  Messrs. 
Bedwell  and  Harlock,  while  Captain  Kmnard  had  a 
grilse  of  4|lb. — B. 

Golspie  (Sutherland  Arms  Hotel). —  On  June  15, 
Captain  Renwick,  on  Loch  Lundie,  seven  trout,  41b. ; 
on  June  16,  on  same  loch,  seven,  4lb, ;  on  June  17, 
on  Loch  Brora,  nine,  31b.  On  June  19,  Captain 
Renwick  and  Captain  Vicars-Miles,  on  Loch  Lundie 
eleven,  8Jlb.  On  June  20,  Captain  Vicars-Miles' 
party,  on  Loch  Brora,  nine,  61b. — John  JIacDonald. 

Inchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland). — On  June 
15,  Mr.  Tnomson,  on  West  Assynt,  eight  trout,  61b. ; 
Mr.  E.  S.  Webb,  on  Loanan,  eleven  trout,  51b.  ; 
Mr.  Nanson,  on  Awe,  eight  trout,  41b.  ;  and  on 
June  16,  on  Awe,  ten  trout,  5|ib.  On  June  17,  Mr. 
Thomson,  on  Awe,  twenty-six  trout,  131b. ;  Mr.  E.  S. 
Webb,  on  Lower  Inver,  one  salmon,  141b.,  and  on 
June  18,  one  grilse,  51b.  On  June  19,  Mr.  Norman 
Webb,  on  Lower  Inver,  one  grilse,  3ilb. ;  Mr. 
Nanson,  on  Awe,  fourteen  trout,  71b.  On  June  20, 
Mr.  Thomson,  on  West  Assynt,  four  trout,  3lb.,  and 
one  ferox,  3lb. ;  Mr.  Nanson,  on  Awe,  nine  trout, 
6lb.  The  weight  of  Admiral  Walker's  catch  of 
sea-trout  on  May  29  was  16^1b.,  not  1 1  lb.,  which 
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CASTING  TOURNAMENT,  July  9th  and  10th 

IN  THE  STAOIUm,  FRANCQ.BRITISH  EXHIBITION. 


All    Interested    in   Casting   should  see 

THE  GORST  ROD. 


THE  SLICK  ROD. 


M  2G02.  THe'SLICK." 

THE   CROSSLE  REEL 


THE  SPIDER   WEB  LINE. 


Each;  of  these  Articles 
may  be  inspected  at  the 
Stand  of  Messrs.  OGDEN 
&  SCOTFORD,  Building 
No.  3,  Franco  -  British 
Exhibition. 


THEIBEEL  THAT  DOES  NOT  OVER-RUN. 


THE  STRONGEST  AND  BEST  CASTINC  LINE. 


A  Booklet  fully  desci^ibing  the  above  will  be  sent  Fi*ee  on  application  to 


Hy.  MILWARD  &  SONS,  Ltd.,  Redditch. 


London  Office : 

122,  WOOD  ST. 


E.C. 


WHOLESALE  ONLY. 


SUMMERANGLING 

All  the  best-known  Patterns  of  Norwegian,  Scotch, 
and  Loch  Flies  in  Stock  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

THE  IViULTUM-ll\r-PARVO  ROD,21/- 

THE  WHOLE  CANE  2=J0INT  TROUT  ROD 

well  balanced,  9  ft.  6  in.  and  10  ft.,  12/6. 

Manufacturers  of  the  famous  Blue  Mahoe,  Greenheart,  and 
Cane  Built  Rods  to  suit  aH  purposes. 

TESTIMONIALS. 

"Dear  Sirs— t  rpr-pivp.i  th»,.,.^  „ii    .''■■^nheim  Gardens,  Willesdkn  (;rken.  May  23. 
"DEAR  SZRS,-A«e.-tryi„„our..od  t..„ay  I  can„„t  help^JJl^l^r^itS^I^S,^^;,. 

OGDEN  &SCOTFORI 

PHiville  Gates,  Cheltenham. 

A  fine  display  of  their  Specialities  now  on  view— 
BUILDING  No.  3, 

FRANCO -BRITISH  EXHIBITION 

(Uxbridge  Road  Entrance). 

NINE  GOLD.  SILVER.   AND  OTHER  AWARDS. 


LONDON  AND   NORTH  WESTERN 
AND   CALEDONIAN  RAILWAYS, 

WEST  COAST  ROUTE, 
EUSTON  TO  SCOTLAND. 

GLASGOW  can  be  reached  more  quickly  and  easily  from  Euston 
than  from  any  other  London  terminus. 

MAIL  AND  EXPRESS  TRAIN  SERVICE 
LONDON,  BIRMINGHAM,  BRISTOL,  LIVERPOOL,  &  MANCHESTER 
TO  GLASGOW  AND  EDINBURGH. 


ADDITIONAL  EXPRESS   TRAINS  JULY,   AUGUST,  AND 
SEPTEMBER,  1908. 

Numerous  and  important  additions  and  improvements 
in  the  train  service  between  England  and  Scotland 
will  be  made  for  the  summer  months,  including  new 
Consider  Trains,  with  luncheon  and  refreshment  cars, 
as  well  as  Sleeping  Saloon  Expresses  between  Euston, 
Birmingham,  Liverpool,  Manchester,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow, 
and  the  North  in  both  directions. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON,  General  Manager,  L.  &  N.  W.  Railway. 
R.  MILLAR,  General  Manager,  Caledonian  Railway. 

Euston,  1908, 
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was  an  error.    The  catch  was  got  at  Kyleskue. — 
W.  Wallace. 
Iiairg  Hotel  Waters   (Sutherland,  N.B.). — 

On  June  11,  Mr.  Sparrow,  eight  trout,  5Jlb.,  and 
a  ferox  of  8Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Combe,  ten,  7Jlb. 
On  June  12  the  baskets  averaged  eleven  trout,  5ilb. 
On  June  17  the  best  baskets  were:  Mr.  Sparrow, 
one  salmon,  71b.,  two  ferox,  161b,  and  seventeen 
trout,  81b.  ;  and  Mr.  and  Miss  Wright,  twenty-two 
trout.  lOlb.— B. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — The  weather  has  set 
in  bright  and  oppressive,  and  fiah  are  not  taking 
well  in  the  glare  of  the  sun.  The  catches  during 
the  past  week  have  been  heavy.  Mr.  Pumphrey 
and  Mr.  Sutherland,  Newcastle,  in  fimr  days' 
fishing,  captured  137  trout,  991b.  Their  heaviest 
day's  catch  was  fifty-five  trout,  401b. ;  Captain 
H.  W.  Gavin  and  Mr.  C.  F.  Gavin,  thirty-six, 
301b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Gordon  and  Mr.  Findlay,  Alyth, 
forty -seven,  371b.  ;  Mr.  Flackhart,  Annacroich,  and 
Mr.  Henderson,  sixty-two,  45Ib.  Soz. ;  Mr.  Miller 
and  Mr.  Mackay,  Edinburgh,  thirty-eight,  271b. ; 
Mr.  Haig  and  Mr.  A.  C.  Anderson,  Blairhill,  thirty- 
four,  261b.  Soz. ;  Major  Marshall  and  Mr.  J.  Lyle, 
Edinburgh,  forty-four,  301b. ;  Captain  and  Mrs. 
Pollock,  London,  twenty-seven,  24lb. ;  Mr.  G. 
Standfast,  Birmingham,  thirty-nine,  281b.  Soz.  ; 
Mr.  Durward  Lely  and  son.  Bridge  of  Cally, 
twenty -two,  20lb.  Soz.  ;  Mr.  Wilson -Johnston, 
Edinburgh,  twenty-five,  231b.  ;  Mr.  Brown,  Had- 
dington, and  Mr.  E.  D.  Rough,  Broxburn,  forty- 
Kve,  321b. ;  Mr.  Robertson  and  Mr.  Cudzow,  Had- 
dington, thirty-five,  271b.;  Mr.  Lumgair  and  Mr. 
Melvin,  Selkirk,  captured  in  two  days  seventy- 
eight,  561b.  Soz. ;  Mr.  Simmons  and  Mr.  A.  John- 
ston. Edinburgh,  thirty,  231b.  Soz.  ;  Major  Shute, 
thirty-two,  271b.  Soz.  :  Mr.  Sime,  Glasgow,  seven- 
teen, 161b.;  Mr.  Sime  and  Mr.  Robb,  Glasgow, 
twenty-eight,  201b.  ;  Mr.  H.  W.  H.  Dunsmure, 
Callander,  and  Mr.  Stevenson,  Stirling,  eighteen, 
161b.  Soz.;  Surgeon  Gailleton,  R.N.,  took  in  the 
evening  twenty-four,  191b.  ;  Dr.  Mungle,  Kinross, 
the  same  evening,  secured  eighteen,  161b. ;  Messrs. 
D.  C.  and  A.  N.  Black,  Newcastle,  in  the  evening, 
seventeen,  131b.,  and  during  the  day  twenty-nine, 
191b.  ;  Mr.  Noble  and  Mr.  McMillan,  Edinburgh,  in 
the  evening,  nineteen,  151b.;  Mr.  E.  Cochrane  and 
Mr.  A.  Pollock,  Paisley,  twenty -five,  181b.  Soz.; 
Mr.  J.  M.  Wright,  Tillyrie,  twenty-seven,  191b.; 
Mr.  F.  J.  Pullar,  Bridge  of  Allan,  and  Mr.  H.  W.  H. 
Dunsmure,  Callander,  twenty-one,  191b.  Soz. ;  Mr. 
R.  Lawson  and  Mr.  J.  Martin,  Edinburgh,  thirty- 
two,  261b. ;  Mr.  G.  F.  Feathers  and  Mr.  P.  Strange, 
Dundee,  twenty-seven,  211b.  12oz.  The  most 
successful  club  competition  was  held  by  the 
Dunfermline  Club,  when  twenty  competitors  cap- 
tured 267  trout,  ISSlb.  lOoz.  The  first  prize  was 
won  by  Mr.  A.  R.  Dick,  who  had  twenty-three, 
201b.  9o7.  The  heaviest  trout  weighed  during  the 
week  was  'caught  at  this  competition,  and  scaled 
21b.  2oz.— R.  B.  Laing. 

Loch  Ness  (Douglas  Hotel).— On  June  9,  Mr. 
R.  M.  Cameron,  two  salmon,  lOJlb.  and  9ilb.,  and 
fourteen  trout,  51b.  ;  on  June  10,  sixteen  trout, 
SUh. ;  on  June  12,  one  salmon,  12^1b.,  and  twenty- 
nine  trout,  131b.  On  June  15,  Mr.  >  T.  Hyslop, 
Pitlochry,  thirteen  trout,  4 Jib. ;  on  June  16,  twelve 
trout,  41b.  ;  on  June  17,  ten  trout,  4Jlb.  Mr.  T. 
Hyslop,  jun..  East  Stoke,  on  June  16,  nine  trout, 
4lb.  ;  on  June  17,  twelve  trout.  Bib.  On  June  2  , 
Mr.  R.  M.  Cameron,  forty-six  trout,  15Jlb. — R.  C. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel). — Breadalbane  Killin 
Angling  Club  Competition  on  June  16:  1st,  Mr.  C. 
Williaon,  eighteen  trout.  71b.  lOoz.  ;  2nd,  Mr.  P. 
Ross,  sixteen,  7lb.  9oz.  ;  3rd,  Mr.  D.  McLaren, 
eight,  31b.  4oz.  ;  4th,  Mr.  H.  Horwood,  six,  31b.  13oz. ; 
5th,  Mr.  D.  Willison  and  Mr.  McEwen,  seven  each, 
31b.  7oz.  ;  Ist  for  heaviest  trout:  Mr.  H.  Horwood, 
1  lb.  13oz.  Mr.  D.  Willison  had  rather  a  strange 
experience,  catching  a  4lb.  pike  on  the  May  Fly  and 
light  trout  tackle.  On  June  19,  Mr.  McEwen,  ten 
trout,  5lb. — H.  J.  Knight. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee,  Don,  etc. — The 
rains  did  not  last  long  enough  for  much  good. 
However,  some  .sport  has  resulted  at  Braemar, 
and  a  fresh  run  of  grilse  set  in,  which  is  getting 
thicker  and  thicker  every  day.  On  the  upper 
reaches  Sir  Arthur  Douglas  had  three  fish  scaling 
.~)lb.,  71b.,  and  Sib. ;,  and  Mr.  Arkwright,  Fife  Arms, 
on  June  18,  two  of  71b.  and  81b.  ;  while  Mr.  Ark- 
wright had  two  of  51b.  and  41b.  on  June  22  and  one 
or  51b.  on  June  19.  Lord  Hyde,  on  Invercanld 
Arms  water,  four  fish  of  4lb.,  5lb.,  71b.,  and  81b.  on 
June  22,  and  two  on  June  19  of  71b.  and  81b.,  and 
Admiral  Winslow  three  , on  the  same  water  of  71b., 
6Jlb.,  and  .51b.  On  private  waters.  Mi-.  Wm.  Meff, 
Aberdeen,  had  one  salmon  every  day  of  last  week, 
all  fine  weights  and  acceptable  fish.  On  the  beats 
below  a  good  few  fish  have  been  landed  from  the 
Hallater,  Dinnet,  and  other  sections  chiefly  by 
l-ceepers.  On  the  Dinnet  section,  Mr.  J.  Harper, 
Aberdeen,  had  three  on  June  22.    On  the  Banchory 


reaches  a  good  few  grilse  are  beins?  got  at  Tor-na- 
Coil  and  Crathes.  On  the  Don  at  Alford,  Mr. 
Williamson  creeled  three  fine  baskets  last  week, 
101b.,  51b.,  and  81b.  respectively;  but,  except  with 
clear  water  worming  and  night  angling,  the  results 
are  not  what  might  be  expected,  but  the  prospects 
are  now  better  and  daily  improving. — G.  M. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).— 
On  June  17,  Chancellor  Prescott,  thirty  trout,  101b. ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bickersteth,  thirty-eight,  15lb.  ;  Major 
Brooker,  seventeen,  7lb.  ;  Dr.  Haig.  thirty-eight, 
lOJlb. ;  Colonel  and  Mis3  Dixon,  seventeen,  5lb. 
On  June  18  all  the  baskets  were  good.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bickersteth  making  the  record  one  for  the  season 
with  eighty-three  trout,  35lb.  On  June  19  baskets 
ranged  up  to  thirty-six  trout,  121b.  On  June  20, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bickersteth,  twenty-eight  trout,  1 1  lb. ; 
Colonel  and  Miss  Dixon,  twenty-two,  81b. ;  Dr.  Haig, 
twelve,  51b. ;  Chancellor  Prescott,  fifteen, .61b. — B. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).— • 
On  June  16,  Mr.  Brooksbank,  seven  trout,  ISJlb., 
and  two  char,  21b. ;  Major  Scott,  81b.  trout ;  Mr. 
Marchant,  two,  21b. ;  and  Messrs.  Hayden  and 
Caw,  eight,  51b.  On  June  17,  Messrs.  Caw  and 
Hayden,  fifteen,  111b.;  Mr.  Ramsden,  thirteen, 
6|lb. ;  Messrs.  Buxton  and  Graham,  four,  31b.  ;  Mr. 
Little,  four,  41b.;  and  Mr.  Thomson,  sixteen,  6|lb. 
On  June  18,  the  best  basket  was  by  Mr.  Caw  with 
twenty,  101b.— B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.).— On  June  15,  Mr.  D. 
Buxton  landed  one  salmon,  11  lb.  ;  and  Mr.  Buxton, 
two.  141b.  and  101b.  On  June  18,  Miss  Buxton 
landed  a  14-pounder.  Mr.  Buxton  caught  11  lb.  on 
June  19,  and  one  of  131b.  on  June  20. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — On  June  18,  Mr.  James 
Bell,  fishing  the  Hoddom  Castle  water,  caught  five 
sea-trout  with  small  day  fly  ;  Mr.  John  Rae,  three, 
and  on  the  previous  day  a  brace;  Mr.  R.  L. 
Cowan,  fishing  near  Milkfoot,  had  three,  and  Mr. 
Scrimegour  one.  In  the  Mount  Annan  water,  Mr. 
Andrew  Bell  took  six  sea-trout  with  small  fly, 
and  at  another  fishing  he  had  four  with  worm. 
In  the  lower  waters  Mr.  G.  Tweedie  landed  six 
yellow  trout ;  Mr.  Ogilvie  one  sea-trout  with  worm 
and  one  with  fly  ;  Mr.  R.  Graham,  one  sea-trout  on 
June  20,  and  on  June  22  one  herling ;  Mr.  Robert 
Wield,  at  the  Milnfield  flat  water,  one  sea-trout  ; 
Mr.  Shortridge-Tweediehad  six  yellow  trout  with  fly; 
Mr.  Richard-on  one  ;  Mr.  Bowman  one,and  six  yellow 
trout ;  Mr.  Irving,  one  sea-trout  and  eight  yellow 
trout ;  Mr.  Sharp  two  sea-trout,  and  Mr.  Millar  one. 
The  Galloway  Rivebs. — These  waters  are  now  in 
better  condition  and  sport  shows  improvement. 
The  Dumfries  Nith. — A  goodly  number  of  .anglers 
have  been  out  on  the  Nith  and  its  tributaries. 
Sport  has  not  been  so  good  in  the  Sanquhar  section 
ot  tlie  Upper  Nithsdals  association  water,  as  also 
the  mid  association  part  below  Thornhill  village. 
Aykshire  Rivebs. — On  lioch  Doon  on  June  20, 
Mr.  Connachie  and  .friend  caught  thirty-two  yellow 
trout  with  fly,  and  a  number  of  other  visitors  out 
from  the  two  hotels  at  Dalmellington  have  done 
fairly  well  among  yellow  trout. — Heathebbell. 

Spey  (Aberlour).— The  river  is  in  fairly  good 
order,  but  the  weather  has  been  rather  unsettled 
during  the  past  week,  with  strong  winds  from  the 
south-east  and  south.  On  the  Aberlour  House 
water  three  salmon  were  killed — one  of  171b.  on 
June  18,  one  of  131b.  on  June  19,  and  one  of  17^1b. 
on  June  20.  A  number  of  sea-trout  have  also  been 
taken. — N.  L. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — The  river  and  weather 
continue  favourable  for  angling,  but  keen  dis- 
appointment is  felt  at  the  results,  which  are  poor. 
From  Mr.  McCorquodale's  Tulchan  fishings  for  the 
week  only  nine  salmon  were  landed.  On  Mr. 
Hankey's  Knock ando  House  water,  on  June  17,  Mr. 
John  Shand,  gamekeeper,  had  a  salmon  of  91b. ; 
and  on  the  •  Carron  House  water,  on  June  1 6,  Mr. 
J.  W.  H.  Grant  had  one  of  8  Jib. ;  whUe  on  Colonel 
Smith  Grant's  (Laggan  House)  Carren  water,  on 
Juna  18,  Mr.  H.  Gumming,  fisherman,  had  a  grilse 
of  41b.  From  the  Wester  Elchies  water,  on 
June  18,  Mr.  W.  Duncan,  fisherman,  had  a  salmon 
of  SJlb.— J.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
All  these  streams  and  rivers  are  in  a  very  dilapidated 
state,  the  main  rivers — ^Tweed  and  Teviot — not 
having  been  so  low  for  many  a  year.  They  are 
also  very  clear  and  getting  exceedingly  filthy  on 
their  bottoms.  Since  last  notes  trouting  has  been 
fairly  good,  while  there  are  still  a  few  salmon 
got  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  river,  but  a  flood  on 
both  of  the  main  rivers  would  be  of  inestimable 
value,  so  far  as  the  angler  and  the  agri- 
culturist are  concerned.  In  the  Kelso  district  of 
the  Tweed  and  Teviot  trout  takes  during  the  week 
have  ranged  from  21b.  to  41b.,  the  best  got  on  the 
latter  river.  In  the  Galashiels  district  of  the  Tweed 
some  good  sport  has  been  got  with  the  fly.  Mr. 
John  Todd,  16Jlb.,  in  the  Whitadder ;  Mr.  Thomas 
Wintrup,  141b.",  in  the  Gala;  Mr.  John  Cochrane, 


jun.,  11  lb.,  in  the  Eden  ;  .Mr.  William  Kemp,  9Jlb., 
in  the  Ettrick  ;  Mr.  William  Hermiston,  8 Jib.,  on 
the  Tweed  ;  Mr.  Walter  Inglis,  7lb.,  on  the  same  river ; 
Mr.  Thomas  Welsh,  5lb.  ;  Mr.  James  Wilson,  121b. ; 
BIr.  George  Dobson,  9Jlb.  ;  Mr.   Alexander  Mack, 
8Jlb. ;  Mr.  James  Mclnnes,  7Jlb.  ;  Mr.  James  Flem- 
ing, 61b. ;  Mr.  Wm.  Oldham,  5Jlb. ;  Mr.  Wm.  Gilroy, 
5ilb. ;  Mr.  John  Turner,  4|lb. ;  Mr.  J.  L.  Thomson, 
4|lb.  ;  Mr.  WilUara  Riddle,  4  vlb. ;  William  McJames, 
31b.  ;  Mr.  George  Dobson,  SJlb.  ;  Mr.  A.  Bryson, 
4]lb. ;  Mr.  A.  Cleghorn,  4Jlb.  ;  Mr.  G.  Cuthrie,  4}lb.  ; 
Mr.  M.  Young,  'Mh.    In  the  Earlston  district  takes 
have  been  had  as  follows: — From  the  Tweed,  Mr. 
James  Mack,  sen.,  had  a  fine  basket,  his  larj^est 
trout  being  one  of  1  lb.  14oz. ;  Mr.N.Colhard,  (ilb.;  Mr. 
James  Mack,  sen.,  5f  lb;  Mr.  Archibald  Galbraith, 
3  Jib.;  Mr.  John  Thompson,  4  Jib.;  Mr.  JohnReadman, 
3Jlb. ;  Mr.  A.  Black,  31b. ;  on  the  Coquet,  Thropton, 
Mr.  Hawthorn  had  some  nice  trout,  with  the  minnow, 
and  on  the  lower  reaches  baskets  of  from  a  dozen  to 
a  dozen  and  a  half  have  been  the  average.    On  the 
Whittle  Dene  water,  on  Juno  1 7,  an  angler  with 
minnow  had  eight  trout,  averaging  three  to  the 
pound.    In  the  Eden,  below  Crbglin,  Mr.  Lamb  heul 
a  basket  of  trout  which  turned  the  scales  at  5lb.,  and 
an  angler  from  KirUswald  had  half-a-dozen  nice  trout 
in  St.  Mary's  Loch  ;  Mr.  C.  Dixon  and  friend.  Riding 
Mill,  Northumberland,   have  had  some  excellent 
sport,  killing  a  good  few  trout,  averaging   1  lb. 
each ;  Mr.  Weir  and  Mr.  Dickinson,  Newcastle, 
at  the  same  place,  and  staying  at   Tibbie  Shiels, 
have  also  had  splendid  sport  on  the  loch  and  on  the 
Meggat,  their  best  day  being  a  basket  of  twenty- 
seven  fish,    the    tliree    largest  of  them  weigh- 
ing   close    on    41b.     On     the     Cornhill  water, 
Mr.  McKay,  York,  has  had  a  salmon  of  8lb.,  and 
Mr.  Mark  Johnstone  had  also  another  salmon  of 
SJlb.  With  a  small  fishing  trout  rod  Mr.  Birkett,  on 
the  Twizol  Water,  killed  a  very  fine  clean-run 
spring  salmon,  which  drew  the  scale  at  SJlb.  Mr. 
Park,  Wark  Village,  on  the  Wark  Water  had  eight 
fine  trout  with  fly,  weighing  41b.  ;  while  Mr.  James, 
Edmond's  Coldstream,  on  the  Cornhill  water,  with 
minnow  had  eight  trout  weighing  41b. ;  Mr.  James 
Easton,  Tiljmouth  ('ottages,  had  ten  trout  with 
worm,  while  Mr.  A.  Sprott,  Coldstream,  had  fifteen 
grand  trout  with  fly  ;  Mr.  Lloyd,  Lees  House,  had 
four  trout  weighing  211b. ;  Mr.  Austin  McNay, 
had  a  brace  of  fine  trout  (21b.)  and  a  large 
grayling.    On  the    Lennell    water,  Mr.  Thomas 
Davidson,   Coldstream,    has    killed    a  very  fine 
common  yellow  trout,  which  turned  the  scale  at 
2|lb.,  while  he  had  also  three  other  trout  which 
weighed  exactly  4Jlb ;  Mr.  A.  Martin,  Coldstream 
Bridge,  killed  three  fine  trout,  2 Jib.,  and  Mr.  Walter 
Smith    also   killed  a  dozen  with  fly,  2J\b.  On 
Lennell  water  on  the  evening  of  June  19,  Mr.  James 
Aikman,  Coldstream,  had  three  trout  of  1  Jib.  each. 
On  the  Lees  the  same  evening,  Mr.  A.  D.Cameron  had 
half  a  dozen  trout,  weighing  3flb.    On  the  night  of 
June  22  he  had  half  a  dozen  trout,  and  on  the  night 
of  June  23  one  trout  and  a  grayling,  weighing  21b. 
together.   On  the  Whitadder,  Mr.  J.  Yule,  Abbey- 
street,  Bathans,  4Jlb. ;  Mr.  William  Young,  Butter- 
dean,  Berwickshire,  7Jlb.  ;  Mr.  T.  Burns,  South 
Ronton,  4|lb.;  Mr.  R.  Dickson,  Grant's  Home,  3|lb. 
Mr.  W.  Morrison,  Alton,   3 Jib. ;  Mr.  J.  Lauder, 
Homdwood,  3lb.  ;  Mr.  J.  HowUston,  3Jlb.  ;  Mr.  A. 
Bell,  2Jlb  ;  Mr.  P.  Scott,  2|lb.  ;  Mr.  J.  Denholm, 
21b.  ;  Mr.  T.  Purves,  21b.  Fishing  above  Ellenford,  on 
the  Whitadder,  on  June  12,  Messrs  Harry  and  W.  S. 
Brown  had  12|lb.  trout  with  worm  and  fly,  the  latter 
rod  killed  twenty-two  trout,  averaging  IJlb.  each, 
from  one  pool  alone,  ten  being  got  with  wet- 
fly  and  ten  with  worm.    Fishing  on  the  previous 
night  and  the  same  morning  two  Selkirk  anglers 
creeled  a  similar    basket   from   the  Whitadder, 
between    Chemside     and     Cumberge    Mill,  the 
heaviest  trout  being  fib. ;  Mr.  J.  W.  Annandale, 
Berwick,  ejlb. ;  Mr.  F.  Calder,  4|lb.  ;  Mr.  W.  A. 
CaverhUl,  4Jlb. ;    Ui.    R.   McCreath.    3Jlb.  On 
the  Tweed    at  Galashiels,    near    ThornUee,  an 
angler    on   June    20    had    a    fine    basket  of 
ISJlb.,  and  other  baskets,  the  same  day,  on  the 
same  river,  got  just  after  the  late  flood,  varied  from 
101b.  downwards.    On  the  Whitadder,  Jlr.  Robert 
Calder,  on  June  20,  had  1  IJlb.  ;  Mr.  A.  M.  Calder, 
SJlb. ;   Mr.  F.  Calder,  6Jlb.  ;   Mr.  W.  A.  Robe- 
son, 4Jlb.  ;    Mr.   N.    Sanderson,   3flb.  ;    Mr.  T. 
Dunlop,    3flb. ;    Mr.    L.   Wight,   2flb.  ;   Mr.  J. 
Herriot,  2Jlb.  ;  Mr.  J.  A.  Herriot,  21b.    The  Tweed 
salmon  net  fishing  during  the  week  shows  a  slight 
improvement  in  the  catches. — Maxwheel. 

Ullapool  (Caledonian  Hotel). — On  June  15,  Mr. 
Hawkins,  London,  on  Ullapool  river,  one  salmon, 
111b.  On  June  16,  Mr.  Blakey  Holt,  Manchester, 
on  Ullapool  river,  one  sea-trout  and  three  brown 
trout.  On  June  17,  Mr.  Hawkins,  on  Hill  Loch, 
fifty  trout,  14Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Erskin,  Bristol,  on  Hill 
Loch,  twenty-nine  trout,  81b.  On  June  18,  Mr. 
Hawkins,  on  Hill  Loch,  thirty-eix  trout,  9Jlb.  On 
June  20,  Captain  Simpson,  H.M.S.  Research,  on  HUl 
Loch,  twenty-four  trout,  81b. — Geo.  Mobrison. 
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Casting  reei^j 


Advat?tagcs. 

I        Is  extremely  simple  jnjxsef 
I      fjo  over- running. 
I      Will  cast  the  lightest  bait. 
I      Is  the  most  accurate  means  of  casting. 
I  1      The  act  of  casting  does  not  kink  the  line. 
I     The  speed  oi  winding  in  is  rapid. 

Can  be  used  for  fishing  in  shallow  water, 
fleeds  no  diagrams  as  to  position  of  the  feet. 
I    Can  cast  from  confined  positions, 
i    Takes  the  utmost  possible  advantage  of  li^ht  line. 
1  The  line  needs  no  guiding  when  winding  in, 
\i  as itis  automatically  spread  with  precision. 
\\  Needs  no  lead  weights  on  the  traca . 
Prof iciencg  is  rapidly  acquired. 


'He  F  °"  application   to  ' 


SPECIAL  LINES  IN  TACKLE 

THE  "SEAL '  BRAND,  ALL  SELECTED  GUT. 

3  yard  Blue  Gut  Casts.  Fine,  Medium  and  Stout  .  .  3/.  per  doz 
^  ^^"'^       "      '   1/.  „ 

WATERPROOF    LANDING  NETS 

WILL  FIT  ANY  SIZE  RING. 
20  in.,  1/4;   24  in.,  I/IQ;  28  in.,  2/4  each. 

GUT    SPINNING  TRACES. 

1J  yards  long,  2  swivels,  Sa.  each. 

GILT    AND    SILVER    DEVON  MINNOWS. 

1  in.  to  1^  in.,  1/.  each.    If  in.  and  2  in.,  1/3  each. 

CLARKE     &  SON^S, 

38,   GALLOWTREE  GATE,  LEICESTER. 


12/3,  14/.,  15/9,  17/6,  19/3,  &c. 

SUIT  LENGTHS 

"  Homespun  " 


Variety  of  Shades ;  Pure  Wool ;  unexcelled  for  Style  and  Hard  Wear. 

Fop  angling,  SHOOTING,  and  GOLFING 
SUITS  and  COSTUMES  any  of  the  cloths 
can  now  be  supplied  EXTRA  SHRUNK  and 
RAINPROOFED  at  a   small   extra  eharg-e. 

When  treated  by  this  process  (which  renders  them  rain  but  not  air 
proof,  and   ENTIRELY  OBVIATES    SHRINKING)  the 

iSantry  Tweeds  form  ideal  materials  for  these  purposes  as  well  as 
for  General  wear. 

Patterns  free  from  THOMAS  COPITHORNE,  Bantry,  Ireland. 


P.  D.  MALLOCH,  ?^7er?^^ 

MANUFACTURER  OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION  OF  FISHING 
TACKLE   SUITABLE    FOR    ALL    FARTS    OF  THE  WORLD. 

Mall^h's  ^New    Rods  in  two  joints,  all  greenheart,  for  Salmon,  very  light  and  powerful. 

ine  JSew      AlPylig»ht  "  Trout  Rod,  in  two  joints,  for  flexibility,  balance,  and  lightness,  is  unsurpassed. 


MALLOCH'S  PATENT  CASTING  REEL 

The  only  Perfect  Casting  Reel  for  Salmon,  Mahseer,  and  Trout,  and  all 
kinds  of  Coarse  Fishmg.    Unsurpassed  for  long  distance  casting.  Simple 
and  easy  to  learn. 


MALLOCH'S  PATENT  FLY  CASE. 

For  Salmon,  Grilse,  Sea  Trout,  and  Eyed 
Flies  of  all  sizes.  Handy  and  compact.  Each 
fly  secured  by  neat  and  effective  arrangement. 
Large  assortment  of  sizes  to  choose  from. 


W^  ^^'^--^l'J^?!^?''.®y^  WatePpPOOf  Lines,  all  sizes,  single  and  double,  tapered  and 
level.    This  is  without  doubt  the  best  line  ever  produced. 

URCEST  STOCK  "NJHE  KINGDOM  OF  FLIES  FOR  SALMON,  CRILSITseATWtInD  LOCH  AND  RIVER  TROUT,  INCLUDING  MANY 
NtW  PATTERNS,  ALL  NEATLY  AND  BEAUTIFULLY  TIED.       New  Illustrated  Lists  free. 

Awarded   lO   Gold   and   othei*   JVIedstls   for~B3cc^l©nce   in   FisKing  Tackle. 

Telegrams:   MALLOCH,    PERTH.  Telephone    No.  31. 
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IRISH  REPORTS. 

Banu  (Eilrea).  —  Soft  westerly  winds  anrl 
showers  of  rain  were  experienced  during  the  week 
and  this  river  continued  shrinking  and  trout  rose  to 
natural  sedges  on  the  deepest  section,  and  catches 
were  obtained  after  sunset  on  Wickhams,  Cinna- 
mons, and  Olive  Quills.  The  greater  part  of 
the  lun  of  spring  salmon  has  passed  over  the  weirs 
to  the  higher  reaches  of  Lough  Neagh  and  its  tribu- 
taries, and  gril  e  are  coming  in  from  ihe  sea  and 
distributing  themselves  on  the  stretches  where  they 
take  the  fly  and  shrimp  freely.  Messrs.  H.T  andC.  W. 
Henderson  have  caught  12  salmonandgriUe  ranging 
from  5^1b  to  16Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Show,  fifteen,  ranging 
from  51b.  to  171b.,  at  Caronroe ;  Mr.  Mnrry,  seven, 
of  8ilb.,  Gib,  9lb.,  121b.,  12Jlb.,  101b.,  and  131b.; 
Mr.  J.  R.  T.  Mulholland,  seven,  of  2ilb.,  101b., 
llilb.,  121b.,  131b.,  14|lb.,  and  161b.  ;  Mr.  H.  J. 
Wallace,  two  grilse  of  41b.  and  6ib.,  at  Kilrea,  and 
Mr.  S.  Fiazer,  two  trout  of  2Jlb.  and  3|-lb.,  at 
Portolenone. —  Daniel  O' Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  local  rivers  want 
a  flood  badly  to  freshen  them  up.  At  Woodburn 
and  Stoneyford  trout  fishino  is  poor,  and  only  prac- 
ticable after  sunset  owing  to  the  bright  weather.  The 
."kntrim  Road  Basin,  Belfast,  is  fishing  fairly.  Sea- 
trout  are  in  most  of  the  coast  streams,  and  a  few 
in  the  tidal  waters  of  the  Ligan,  which  is  early  for 
them. — J.  A.  B. - 

Cnmmeragli  and  Inny  (co.  Kerry). — Sea-trout 
and  salmon  are  again  numerous  in  the  Cummeragh. 
On  the  Inny  sea-trout  continue  to  give  some  sport. 
More  rain  is  ret|uired  before  sport  can  be  expected  at 
salmon. — T.  J.  D. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).—  There 
were  twenty-five  salmon  and  grilse  captured  on  the 
Erne  during  the  past  week  by  Col.  Hughes,  Major 
Cliff,  Mr.  C.  McCuUoch,  Mr.  Hutton,  Mr.  Moorhead, 
Mr.  Johnston,  Mr.  G.  H.  Butterworth,  and  Mr. 
Davis  (eight  rods),  from  2|lb.  to  191b.,  the  major 
part  of  them  being  very  small  grilse.  The  river  is 
at  present  dead  low  summer  water.  Very  few  fish 
are  ascending  the  river  at  present,  and  those  chiefly 
small  grilse.  Prospects  of  sport  at  present  very 
•  bad. — James  Roqajst. 

Glencar  (co.  Kerry).— On  the  Upper  Caragh 
river,  anglers  out  Irom  the  hotel  have  had  nice  sport 
at  salmon.  Brown  trout  continue  to  give  good  sport 
on  Loughs  Cloon  and  Coosh.  All  waters  here  are 
now  in  good  order. — ^T.  J.  D. 

Killarney. — Sport  has  shown  much  improvement 
both  at  salmon  and  brown  trout.  Prospects  now 
good.  Brown  trout  have  been  rising  very  well  on 
Lough  Quittane  and  on  the  Black  Valley  lakes. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Cnrrane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 

Mr.  Mason  had  a  salmon  of  121b.  and  two  sea- trout 
on  one  day  Tom  Sullivan,  three  peal  during  the 
week,  weighing  41b.,  3Jlb.,  and  SJlb.  Mr.  McMullen, 
one  salmon,  101b.,  and  one,  101b.,  on  Waterville 
river.  The  best  basket  of  sea-trout  was  one  of  six 
fish,  101b.,  had  by  Mr.  Doughan  and  Rev. 
Moriarty,  on  one  afternoon.  Salmon,  peal,  and  sea- 
trout  continue  to  come  in,  and  the  prospects  are 
much  improved. — T.  J.  D. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur).— Anglers 
fishing  from  Mount  Gable  Hotel  are  getting  some 
good  baskets  of  trout,  five  to  ten  fish,  at  times, 
averaging  Iflb.  to  21b.  each.  Colonel  Harris 
hooked  the  best  trout  of  the  week,  a  remarkable 
one,  1  Sin.  long,  I2in.  in  girth.  The  wet-fly  seems 
to  be  taking  as  many  trout  as  the  May  Fly  "  dap  " 
this  season,  and  trout  are  rising  more  freely  to  it. 
Four  salmon  have  been  taken  on  the  fly  this  week 
oii  Corrib  near  Clonbur,  also  a  sea-trout  and  a  char 
on  the  fly  on  Mask. — G.  A. 

Lough  Melvin. — During  the  past  week  excellent 
sport  was  had  by  trout  anglers  on  the  lake,  and 
Captain  Cochran,  R.N.,  had  a  salmon  of  81b.  and  a 
grilse  of  441b.  ;  Mr.  G.  Melly,  one,  61b. ;  Mr.  P. 
Mulhern,  one,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Tunney,  a  trout  of  4|lb. 
Sport  continues  very  good  on  the  lake. — James 

ROGAN. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 

Sport  continues  good  at  brown  trout.  The  follow- 
ing were  the  best  baskets  had  on  the  different 
waters  during  the  week : — On  Drenane,  one  of 
forty-nine ;  on  Cummeravanig,  one  of  sixty-two ; 
on  Coomavoher,  one  of  thirty-four ;  and  on  Coom- 
catcun,  one  of  fifty-three. — T.  J.  D. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo).— Fishing  for  the  past 
few  days  was  good,  several  fish  being  got  on  the  fly 
on  the  upper  and  lower  reaches,  and  the  summer 
fish  are  coming  in  numbers.  All  the  pools  are  well 
stocked  with  fish.  Sport  is  sure  to  be  good  from 
now  till  the  end.  Lough  Conn  fished  well  this 
season,  the  best  for  the  last  five  years,  rods  getting 
from  two  to  three  salmon  a  day,  and  some  good 
baskets  of  trout  on  fly  and  minnow.  —  John 
Devers. 

Moy  (Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen,  Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Weather  here  fine  and  the  river  in  splen- 
did order,  and  grilse  arriving  in  big  numbers.  Mr. 
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Belhouse  had  five  grilse,  41b.,  41b.,  4Jlb.,  51b., 
5lb. ;  Mrs.  Belhouse,  two  grilse,  4lb  ,  51b.,  and 
several  good  trout;  Mr.  Kempsey,  six  grilse,  41b., 
41b  ,  5lb.,  51b.,  5JIb.,  4ilb.,  one  salmon,  101b.  ; 
Mr.  Ingland,  two  grilse,  51b.  and  41b. ;  Mr.  Darnell, 
three  grilse,  41b.,  51b.,  and  51b. ;  Mr.  C.  L.  Elwell, 
one  salmon,  81b. ;  Mr.  Yorke,  one  grilse,  441b.  ;  Mr. 
Scroope,  two  salmon,  91b.  and  lOlb.,  and  two  grilse, 
41b.  and  4|lb.  ;  Captain  Higgins,  one  salmon,  1 1  lb., 
and  three  grilse,  41b.,  51b.,  and  441b.  ;  .Mr.  Roe,  one 
salmon,  91b.,  two  griLe,  4lb.,  5lb. ;  Mr.  Griffin,  two 
griLe,  441b.  and  51b. ;  Mr.  Wilson,  one  salmon,  81b. ; 
Messrs.  Cemerod,  Cawley,  and  Humphreys  had  some 
very  good  baskets  of  trout  on  the  loughs.  Loughs 
Talt  and  Callow  fished  well  for  brown  trout,  Mr. 
Dawson  getting  as  many  as  fifty  for  a  half  day  on 
June  21.  Prospects  for  sport  are  good. — Pat 
Heabns. 

North  Kerry  Rivers. — Sport  has  been  fairly 
good  at  salmon  on  the  Feale,  but  very  disappoint- 
ing on  the  other  waters.  A  few  sea-trout  have  been 
had  occasionally. — T.  J.  D. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — Weather  change- 
able, water  in  good  order.  On  Doonass,  Mr.  R.  P. 
Clayton  killed  six  peal,  34lb.,  31b.,  2|lb.,  641b., 
3 Jib.,  441b.,  and  two  salmon,  141b.  and  l6lb. ; 
Mr.  Morris,  four  peal,  4|lb.,  31b.,  34lb  ,  4Jlb. 
On  Newgarden,  Mr.  Astley  Creswick  killed  five 
peal,  31b.,  51b.,  4Jlb.,  21b.,  5lb. ;  Mr.  A.  Gamble, 
one  salmon,  1 5lb. ,  and  one  peal,  44lb. ;  Mr.  A.  J . 
Creswick,  one  peal  of  41b. ;  the  fishermen,  one  peal, 
541b.  On  Hermitage,  Lord  Massy  killed  one 
salmon,  lOlb. ;  Capt.  A.  Maude,  one  salmon,  201b., 
and  two  peal,  5lb.  and  441b.  On  Woodlands,  Mrs. 
Ingham  killed  one  peal,  541b.  On  Mr.  E.  T. 
Ingham's  Castle  fishery,  Canon  F.  R.  Grenside 
killed  one  salmon,  11  lb.  On  Summerhill,  Mr.  E.  T. 
Ingham  killed  one  peal,  3lb.  On  Landscape, 
General  Tredennick  killed  four  peal;  61b.,  3lb.,  34lb., 
31b. — John  Enbight  and  Son. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — Very  little  doing.  Sea  calm  and  wind 
westerly.  About  a  dozen  boats  off  over  the  "  Black 
Rock"  ground  on  June  21,  and  a  few  since,  but 
whiting,  etc.,  seem  off  feed.  Anglers  mostly  lining, 
and  only  a  few  rods.  A  small  motor  boat  has  just 
passed,  going  Rottingdean  way,  towing  no  fewer 
than  ten  boats  after  her,  all  in  a  string,  a  very  good 
idea  for  saving  time  and  fag  of  rowing  off  to  fishing 
ground,  and  ought  to  well  repay  all  concerned,  both 
in  money  and  time,  for  "  time  is  money." — H. 

Burnham-on-Crouch.  —  Good  sport  with  the 
luscious  eel  is  now  being  had,  but  the  codling 
seem  to  have  left  these  waters,  only  a  few  small 
ones  having  been  caught  lately.  Flat  fish  are 
more  plentiful,  and  some  very  good  grey  mullet 
have  been  caught  by  the  netsmen.  On  June  21  two 
gentlemen  anglers  visited  Bumham  for  the  first 
time,  and  they  were  well  pleased  with  the  sport 
they  had,  having  ca  ight  with  rod  and  line  lOlb.  of 
silver  eels,  some  Hat  fish,  and  small  codling.  They 
intend  paying  another  visit  in  a  fortnight's  time. 
Burnham,  witli  its  surroundings,  is  looking  its  host 
now. — J.  VVbight 

Castletown  (co.  Cork).  —  Sport  ha=)  sh')\vn 
further  improvement  in  the  pollack  department, 
one  angler  getting  as  many  as  twenty- fi\e  fish, 
averaging  51b.    A  few  bass  have  been  had. —  1'.  J.  D. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry). — In  the  eveni  'gs  fine 
sport  has  been  had  at  pollack.  A  few  bass  have 
been  had  by  rock -fishers  along  the  Coomaconclane 
shore.— T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Fishing  has  recently  been  so 
very  poor  that  tew  anglers  have  wetted  their 
lines.  The  principal  catches  have  consisted  of 
nursedogs,  and  on  two  tides  a  few  pollack  were 
taken.    Mr.  Rose  was  the  fortunate  captor  of  a 


lobster  of  74lb.,  and  Mr.  J.  Handley  found  a 
few  dogfish  on  Saturday,  June  20.  Mr.  Garratt, 
Mr.  Lofts,  and  Mr.  Hanlin  fished  on  June  21  with 
little  success,  but  the  last-named  gentleman  had 
two  nursedogs  and  a  sole  to  take  back  to  town. 
Colonel  Synge,  Mr.  Pierj.oint,  Mr.  \V.  Dodd, 
Mr.  Lanchester,  Mr.  Band,,  Mr.  R.  P.  Richardson, 
and  a  few  others  patronised  the  pier  for  several 
hours  on  Monday,  June  22,  but  scarcely  any  results 
were  obtained.  Mr.  T.  Sexton  and  Mr.  R.  I'.  Richard- 
son each  creeled  a  few  small  pollack  on  June  23, 
but  other  anglers  did  scaro-ly  anything.  The 
fishing  on  .1  une  24  proved  very  unproductive,  though 
several  gentlemen  tempted  sport  for  the  whole 
day. — J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Falmouth. — Light,  cool  breezes.  Fishing  still 
improves  in  harbour  and  outside  bays.  Mr.  Francis 
and  Mr.  Melville  Francis  had  fifty-three  fish  at  t\\<^ 
Gull  Rock  on  Mond  ly.  Mr.  Mead  and  party  had  t  wo 
score  of  mackerel  in  the  bay.  Whitmg  are  being 
taken  and  extra  large  congers  are  being  caught. 
Mr.  Williamson,  of  London,  had  twenty-two  mullet 
from  the  Swanpool  on  June  22,  and  others  are 
having  equally  good  sport. — H.  H.  Read. 

Powey  (Cornwall). — Good-sized  bass  and  pollack 
are  being  taken  by  83a  anglers  in  the  harbour,  and 
quantities  of  silver-whiting  cover  the  "  whiting 
ground"  outside  the  harbour. — H. 

Penzance.— Fine  weather,  and  good  reports  of 
sport  in  every  direction.  Mr.  Dent  and  party,  in 
steam  yacht  Nora,  with  Phil  Nicholls,  on  June  18, 
twenty  pollack  from  lOlb.  to  181b.  each  ;  and  on 
June  19,  twenty-five  pollack  from  101b.  to  171b. 
each.  Mr.  C  E.  Morrish,  fishing  near  Mousehole, 
caught  a  large  pollack  of  22lb.  Mr.  McFadyean  and 
friend,  with  Boatman  W.  George,  on  June  19,  eleven 
pollack  from  lOlb.  down,  four  conger,  ten  pouting, 
ten  bream.  Boatman  Sam  Reeves,  nine  pollack, 
one  ling,  twenty  bream,  ten  pouting,  two  conger. 
Mr.  Rowe,  B.S.A.S.,  and  Captain  Chivers,  nine 
pollack,  four  conger  (one  of  20lb.),  five  pouting,  six 
bream,  six  gurnard,  one  large  crawfish  ;  and  on 
June  22,  four  large  pollack  six  mackerel,  one  bream. 
Whiffing  for  pollack  in  the  bay  :  some  good  sport ; 
catches,  thirty  down;  fish  running  up  to  101b. 
weight.  Dri.ting  for  pollack  with  lugworm  as  bait : 
catches,  fifty  down.  Pier  fishing:  fair  sport  with 
pollack,  bass,  bream,  and  a  few  grey  mullet. — 
J.  H.  Rows  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — A  spell  of  fine  weather  has  made 
everything  move  in  the  fishing  way ;  the  bass  are 
still  very  plentiful  all  over  the  place,  *nd  several 
nice  baskets  are  taken  daily.  In  the  Hamoaze  they 
are  running  bigger  than  they  were  last  week,  and  a 
shoal  of  porpoises  were  up  the  ri\  er  after  them  on 
June  21.  I  find  on  opening  them  that  they  are  full 
of  small  crabs — this  is  their  favourite  food— recom- 
mended for  baiting  the  hooks  for  pier  fishing.  They 
are  still  being  taken  by  casting  with  the  artificial 
rubber  baits,  and  the  largest  ones  are  taken  by  this 
plan.  Pollack  are  not  attracting  so  much  attention 
now  that  the  bass  are  about,  but  some  very  large 
ones  were  taken  near  the  Hand  Deeps ;  many  of 
them  turned  the  scale  at  121b.  Pouting  and  flatfish 
in  the  usual  spots  afford  good  sport  for  those  who 
delight  in  a  moored  boat  and  natural  bait.— 
William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Valentia.— Pollack  and  gurnard  have  furnished 
very  good  sport,  and  a  few  good  halibut  have  been 
had.— T.  J.  D. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry).  —  Pollack  are  still 
giving  good  sport  around  here.  Bass  are  beginning 
to  furnish  some  sport  off  Inny  trand. — T.  J.  D. 

Weymouth. — Fishing  has  been  rather  slack  for 
the  past  week  owing  to  the  neap  tides,  only  a  fe.v 
good  fish  having  been  taken.  Mr.  S.  C.  C.  Green, 
2  wrasse,  from  the  north  shore,  heaviest  21b.  8oz. 
Sergt.-Maj.  Protheroe,  R.  E.,  wrasse  21b.  12oz. 
some  fine  pouting,  hea\  iest  2ilb.,  and  silver  whiting, 
fishing  off  the  Breakwater.  The  silver  whiting  are 
now  coming  in,  Mr.  J.  Hatcher  having  about  two 
Sjore  on  Saturday  last.  Some  nice  bass  have  been 
taken  in  the  harbour  bot;om  fishing,  Mr.  Rogers, 
W.  and  D.  S.A.S.,  having  two,  81b.  2oz.  and  21b.  2oz. 
A  lot  have  been  noticed  playing  round  the 
bridges  in  the  evening,  but  apparently  not  on 
the  feed.  At  Ferry  Bridge  a  lot  of  small 
bass  have  been  caught,  but  only  a  few  good  ones, 
namely,  one  of  11  lb,  by  Mr.  Meech,  <>f  Wyue; 
841b.,  by  A.  Martin  ;  and  fish  of  from  Oilb.  down- 
wards. Tlie  weather  -'ill  contin  les  fine,  and  tides 
for  the  week  end  will  be  favourable  — ^Ch  vs.  J. 
Russell  (W.A.A. 


NATIONAL    COUNCIL    OF  SEA- 
ANGLERS. 


PARTicrnRs  of  the  proceedings  of  the  council  at 
their  summer  meeting,  held  at  the  rooms  of  the 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society,  on  Wednesday, 
June  17,  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin,  the  chairman,  pre  iding 
(promised  in  our  last  issue),  have  been  receiv^ed. 
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BEWARE 


of  People  assuming  and  trading  in  the  name 
of  Ogrden.  AYOIID  disappointment  by 
dealing   at   the  old-established  shop. 


JAMES  OGDEN 


DOBMAM  Ranger 


PRACTICAL  ANGLER,  AND  MANUFACTURER  OF 
EVERY  DESCRIPTION  OF  FISHING  TACKLE. 


Maker  of  High-class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  Rods, 


•tssK  Seatt 


The  Best  and  most  Artistic  Fly  Dressers  known  are  in  the  employ  of  JAMES  OQDEN. 

Jas,  Ogden's  "Multiim  in  Parvo"  Fly  Rod,  21/- 

A  BETTER  FLY  ROD  IS  BEYOND  THE  ART  OF  ROD  MAKING.   SENT  ON  APPROVAL  FOR  INSPECTION. 

IMPORTANT  CAUTION. 

The  onltj  man  hy  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  Fishing  Tackle  Business 

Telephone  27Y5.  Cheltenham.  T^\^gxB.ms:'^]^m^Ogdi^n." 


National  Roll  of  Marksmen, 

Do  you  want  to  become  a  Rifleman? 
IF  so 

Communicate  with 

THE  SOCIETY  OF 
MINIATURE  RIFLE  CLUBS, 

21,  Bucklersbury,  Loadon,  E.C.<^ 
AND  READ 


EDITED  BY 

H.  MARKS 

PRICE  THREEPENCE  MONTHLY. 
YEARLY  SUBSCRIPTION, 
4/-  POST  FREE. 

VOLS.  I.  and  II.  NOW  READY, 
PRICE  5/-  EACH. 

To  be  obtained  of  all  Newsagents  and  Bookstalls, 
or  fronn  the  Publishing  Offices, 
21,  BUCKLBRSBURY,  LONDON,  B.C. 


J.  E.  MILLER, 

NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  DEPOT,  19,  New  Station  St,  LEEDS, 


TKLBORAMS:  "  PISCATOB,  LEEDS.' 


Telephone:  No.  2601. 


SPENT  MAY  FLIES. 

HALFORD  \  HAMPSHIRE 

PATTERNS,  V       \  PATTERNS, 
4/6  4/6 

per  doz.  ^M^^P  P®** 

VERY  KILLING.  ^^(^  veRY  KILLING. 

BUSTARDS  AND  MIDGES 

FOR  EVENING  FISHING. 

BROWN,  WHITE,  YELLOW,  RED  BUSTARDS,  2/-  per  doz. 
MILLER'S  FAR-FAMED  MIDGES  are  killing-  in  all  rivers  in  the  United 
King-dom,  2/-  per  doz. 

BECK  WHITE  MOTHS,  Special,  3/6  per  doz. 

CHUB  AND  DACE  FLIES 


IN  GREAT  VARIETY. 

MILLER'S  DACE  FLIES,  2/-  per  doz. 


CHUB,  2/6  per  doz. 

HAIR  FLT  CASTS,  1/-  each. 
FLIES  ON  HAIR,  GUT,  ETEn-HOOKS,  l/»  per  doz. 

THE  "WEE"  CHAPMAT^ 

For  Spinning  a  Small  Minnow 
in  low,  clear  water. 

Price,  with  5  trebles  as  sketch,  1/6. 
„    3      „  1/3. 

WRITE  FOR  ILLUSTRATED  LIST,  POST  FREE. 
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The  following  societies  and  associations  were  repre- 
sented hy  members  of  the  council  who  have  been 
nominated  representatives  by  the  members  of  the 
respective  societies  and  associations,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  society's  constitution  : — 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society ;  Folkestone  Sea 
Angling  Association;  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards 
Angling  Association ;  St.  Leonards  Sea  Anglers ; 
Southend  Amateur  Angling  Society ;  Weymouth 
and  Dorset  Sea  Anglers'  Society,  and  Clacton  Sea 
Anglers'  Association. 

The  following  clubs  were,  in  accordance  with  the 
society's  constitution,  duly  affiliated  to  the  council : 
The  Weymouth  Piscatorial  and  Sports'  Club;  the 
Clacton  Sea  Anglers ;  the  Brighton  Deep  '  Sea 
Anglers. 

The  very  sporting  specimen  fish  competition,  open 
to  each  member  of  all  societies  duly  affiliated  to  the 
council,  proceeds,  of  course,  automatically  from 
July  1  to  Dec.  31,  in  accordance  with  the  directions 
and  conditions  issued  by  the  council  last  month. 
These  conditions  are  of  such  a  cared-for  sporting 
character  that  the  council's  plain  bronze  modal  is 
coveted  and  valued  by  our  very  best  sportsman  sea 
angler. 

The  minimum  weights  of  the  various  species  of 
fish  comprised  in  the  competition  were  very  care- 
fully fettled,  and  the  table  of  weights  was  widely 
circulated  and  met  with  much  approval  on  all 
hands.  This  competition  is,  of  course,  by  indivi- 
duals at  their  own  time  upon  any  parts  of  the 
British  coasts  and  commences  July  1.  The  council 
will  supply  entry  forms  on  application  to  the  hon. 
sec,  H.  Dowsett,  Esq,  10,  York  Buildings,  Hastings. 
An  entry  prior  to  fishing  ii  compulsory. 

Applications  for  licenses  for  the  following  compe- 
titions and  festivals  were  then  considered.  It  is 
very  gratifying  that  these  applications  for  recogni- 
tion and  license  should  be  so  made  for  the  restric- 
tions enforced  in  the  matter  of  money  and  value 
prizes — minimum  weights  of  fish  allowed  to  be 
weighed  in,  the  nature  and  mode  of  presentation 
of  prizes,  restrictions  on  tackle  used — do  not  always 
commend  themselves  to  local  circumstances  and 
tastes,  but  as  they  have  been  made  with  a  firm 
intention  of  maintaining  sea- angling  competitions 
upon  a  most  thoroughly  .sportsmanlike  basis  the 
true  instinct  of  the  Britisher  is  s -curing  their 
adoption  everywhere. 

Under  the  discipline  rule  of  the  council,  associa- 
tions, or  local  committee'',  who  have  committed 
breaches  of  rule,  or  permitted  or  encouraged  un- 
sportsmanlike acts  at  the  competition,  may  be 
debarred  from  holding  any  further  competitions 
under  the  council's  license  ;  and  if  they  be  affiliated 
constituents  their  members  will  be  debarred  from 
all  rights,  as  members  of  such  associations,  to  com- 
pete in  all  the  council's  competitions,  except  those 
held  by  a  constituent  association  among  its  own 
members  only. 

Any  individual  who,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
council,  after  hearing  his  defence,  shall  be  guilty  of 
any  unsportsmanlike  act  at  any  council  licensed 
competitions,  or  have  acted  in  any  manner  detri- 
mental to  the  interests  of  British  sea  fisheries  or 
the  sport  of  sea  angling,  may  be  debarred  from 
taking  part  in  any  class  of  its  competitions  for  such 
a  period  as  the  council  may  determine. 

Moreover,  in  considering  this  matter,  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  every  rightly  constituted 
angling  association  or  club  has  provided  for  similar 
powers  of  exclusion  in  many  cases  of  far  greater 
stringency.  But  while  it  is  prudent  to  be  thus 
armed  in  case  of  need,  no  true  sea-angler  will  ever 
be  caught  in  the  meshes  of  these  damnatory  clauses. 
They  "play  the  game."  They  are  only  for  male- 
factors. 

Licenses  for  festivals  were  granted  to  the  Southend 
Amateur  Angling  Society,  Eastbourne  Sea  Anglers' 
Association,  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  Angling 
Association,  and  to  the  Great  Yarmouth  Society, 
provided  a  suitable  date  could  be  arranged.  The 
subject  of  the  taking  of  immature  fish  was  very  fully 
discussed,  and  the  taking  of  very  important  steps 
for  its  suppression  was  decided  upon. 

This  will  be  good  news  to  all,  as  it  is  perhaps  the 
most  salient  evil  the  sport  has  at  the  moment  to 
contend  against.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  council 
will  use  its  great  powers  to  the  uttermost,  and 
receive  the  firm  backing  up  the  clubs  know  so 
well  how  to  give  it. 

The  fixing  of  the  dates  of  competitions  and 
festivals  always  presents  some  difficulty  to  avoid 
clashing,  and  it  is  not  the  least  useful  of  the  council's 
work  that  they  are  enabled  to  carry  this  out.  The 
following  is  a  list  of  the  dates  of  the  fixtures 

so  far  as  they  were  arranged  at  the  meeting :  

Oct.  3  to  5,  Ramsgate  ;  Oct.  10  to  12,  Heme  Bay 
(pier);  Oct.  17  to  19,  Hastings;  Oct.  24  to  26, 
Heme  Bay  (boat)  ;  Oct,  31  to  Nov.  2,  Clacton  ; 
Nov.  8  and  9,  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society's  com- 
petition (members  only).  Deal ;  Nov.  20  to  22, 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society",  competition  (mem- 


bers only).  Deal  ;  Nov.  21  to  23,  FolUestono  (pier); 
Dec.  5  to  7,  Folkestone  (boat). 

Properly  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the 
well-known  rules  and  usages  of  the  sport  of  sea 
angling,  these  meetings  are  of  the  greatest  use  in 
popularising  it,  at  any  rate  the  more  of  them  the 
merrier,  as  they  are  of  much  local  benefit  to  our 
sea-side  resorts,  and  provide  amusement  for 
many.  H.  P. 


Jlssociaiions,  etc. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 
Icbter  them  Wednesday  evening's  post. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

The  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  on  Wednes- 
day, June  17,  Mr.  Sparks  in  the  chair;  four  new 
members  were  elected  and  another  proposed.  Mr. 
Dalmer  presided  at  a  special  committee  meeting  on 
Thursday,  June  18,  there  was  a  full  attendance. 
Several  important  matters  were  dealt  with  and  a 
sub-committee  formed  to  deal  with  the  details  of  the 
cup  competition  and  arrange  prize  list  and  outings 
for  the  season.  The  fishing  in  the  society's  water, 
Uxbridge  section,  has  opened  well,  most  of  the 
members  that  were  out  getting  fair  sport.  Mr.  Wood- 
Barrett  and  Mr.  W.  Moore  had  roach  up  to  I  lb.,  Mr. 
Cracknell  a  roach  1  lb.  7oz.,  and  a  visitor  had  a 
good  basket  of  roach  and  a  bream  of  nearly  31b. — 
H.  W.  S. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

A  capital  meeting  was  held  at  Masons'  Hall 
Tavern  on  Tuesday^  June  23,  Mr.  W.  J.  Clark  very 
^bly  presiding.  There  was  a  fine  show  of  fish,  Mr. 
Frank  James  having  a  splendid  tray  of  a  dozen 
good  tench,  weighing  between  30lb.  and  401b.,  best 
fish  over  41b.  loz. ;  many  other  fish  had  been  taken 
since  last  meeting,  Mr.  C.  F.  Haynes  reporting  carp 
up  to  2ilb. ;  Mr.  Merritt,  perch  of  IJlb. ;  Messrs. 
Clark  and  Worsley,  at  Langford,  roach  of  21b.  and 
a  dozen  good  eels;  Messrs.  Higgs,  Howard,  Nort- 
cliffe,  MacCunn,  and  Isaacs,  dace,  Mr.  Isaacs  also 
taking  eels,  as  did  Mr.  Mellersh — having  nearly  a 
dozen ;  Mr.  Hurren  was  successful  with  roach  and 
perch,  but  at  various  waters.  The  Wraysbury 
water  was  reported  to  be  in  fine  condition,  and  a 
suggestion  was  made  regarding  an  extended  use  of 
the  society's  punt  which  will  receive  the  attention 
of  the  committee.  A  new  member  was  proposed 
for  election,  ballot  on  July  7.  The  chairman  pre- 
sented to  the  society's  library  a  volume  with  a 
special  history,  and  was  cordially  thanked  for  the 
gift,  Mr.  Clark  further  entertaining  the  meeting 
with  a  most  amusing  account  of  a  very  recent  visit 
to  the  south  of  Ireland,  giving  a  racy  description  of 
the  witty  and  humorous'  natives,  and  his  own 
particularly  funny  experiences  with  an  Irish  boat- 
man— with  whom  he  and  Mr.  Worsley  went  pollack 
fishing — "  Sure  there  are  thousLnds  of  'em,  y'r 
banner."  After  various  interesting  discussions, 
particularly  one  on  the  subject  of  quasi  "  public 
water  "  as  affecting^angling  competitions,  the  usual 
C.L.F.S.  toast,  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chairman,  closed  a  very  interesting  meeting.  There 
will  be  a  special  meeting  on  Tuesday  next,  June  30, 
when  it  is  hoped  there  will  be  a  full  attendance, 
due  notice  having  been  sent  to  all  members. ^ — Hon. 
Sec. 

Clarence  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  G.  Isaacs  presided  on  Tuesday  last.  The 
next  club  outing  is  fixed  for  July  12.  Messrs.  S. 
Lewis  and  W.  J.  Carter  were  elected  as  delegates  to 
the  Central  Association.  Mr.  H.  N.  Wyatt,  fishing 
the  Hampshire  Stour,  weighed  in  four  chub,  total 
weight,  11  lb.  14oz.  (largest,  31b.  lOoz.) ;  Mr.  H.  H. 
Stephens,atShepperton,  five  chub  (largest,  1  lb.  7oz.), 
only  one  retained ;  Mr.  C.  Rodd  also  had  a  good 
catch  of  roach  and  dace.  Members  are  reminded 
of  Mr.  Reuben  Jacobs'  outing  to  Huntingdon  on 
June  28.  A  brake  will  leave"  headquarters  at 
7.30  a.m.  sharp  for  King's  Cross,  and  any  member 
who  has  promised  to  attend  will  find  his  seat 
reserved  in  same. — W.  J.  Carter,  Hon.  Sec. 

Gbbsham  Angling  Society. 

A  very  pleasant  evening  was  spent  on  Tuesday 
evening  with  Mr.  A.  ,  J.  Saunders  in  the  chair.  A 
letter  was  read  from  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  thanking  the 
society  for  having  sent  up  resolutions  asking  for 
fair  treatment  for  anglers  in  connection  with 
the  Port  of  London  Bill.  Mr.  J.  Powles  West 
gave  a  most  interesting  account  of  a  fishing 
holiday  spent  recently  at  Withendge,  North 
Devon.  He  had  a  capital  time  there ;  the  fishing 
was  good  (trout  averaging  three  to  the  pound),  the 
scenery  charming,  and  hotel,  or  rather  private 
accommodation,  excellent.  Any  member  desirous 
of  obtaining  further  infofmation  can  obtain  it  by 
writing  to  the  hon.  sec^,  22,  Wi ay-crescent,  N. 
The  chairman  paid  a  visit  to  Hampshire  in  search 


of  "  big  'una  "  with  May  Fly,  but  that  very  elusive 
insect  was  conspicuous  by  its  absence.  Still,  from 
the  account  Mr.  Saunders  gave,  he  fell  amongst 
capital  company,  which  to  a  considerable  extent 
compensated  for  the  paucity  of  the  fishing.  Fish- 
ing reports  from  Chesham  continue  good.  The 
chairman  has  had  two  brace  of  good  fish,  Mr.  Young 
two  and  a  half  brace,  Mr.  Ayera  several,  Mr.  Leg  a 
nice  one  on  Saturday,  and  Mr.  Wanton  a  brace  of 
12iin.  trout.  Several  other  members  had  fish,  but 
returned  them.  A  landing-net  has  been  found  at 
Chesham.  The  owner  can  have  it  by  applying  at 
the  Black  Horse.. — Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
At  our  meeting  on  Monday  it  was  reported  that 
there  was  now  a  good  hatch  of  fly  on  the  Uxbridge 
water,  and  a  good  many  trout  had  been  rising,  but 
only  small  ones  had  been  caught.  Mr.  Poole  re- 
ported a  brace  from  the  Itchen,  and  Mr.  Garrod  a 
brace  of  1  lb.  7oz.  and  21b.  from  the  Test.  He 
mentioned  that  the  May  Fly  had  been  disappointing 
there  as  elsewhere.  Mr.  Rolt  had  a  grand  day  on 
the  Lambourn,  landing  four  brace  of  sizeable  trout 
besides  many  small  ones,  having  amongst  those  he 
retained  one  of  IJlb.,  and  lost  another,  which  he 
estimated  about  the  same  size,  by  the  hook  coming 
away.  Privilege  tickets  for  the  new  year  can  now 
be  obtained  by  applying  to  the — Hon.  Sec. 

West  Hampstead  Angling  Society. 

Members  have  had  good  sport  this  past  week  in 
their  private  waters  at  Rickmansworth.  Mr.  Norman 
Small  weighed  in  five  chub,  largest  21b.  lloz.,  and 
perch,  largest  1  lb.  ;  Mr.  T.  Mayo,  two  trout  on 
June  17,  31b.  2ioz.,  lib.  9^oz.  ;  Mr.  Edmonds, 
trout,  21b.  4^oz.,  also  perch ;  Mr.  T.  Anthony,  six 
chub,  largest  21b.  14oz.  The  fishing  rights  have 
been  obtained  for  a  new  piece  of  water,  particulars 
of  same  being  posted  on  the  notice  boards  both  at 
head  and  country  quarters. — A.  E.  J. 


NOTES  PROM  THE  FIELD  OF  JUNE  20. 


Destruction       Fish  in  the  Mole. 

Sir, — When  in  Kingston  on  Saturday  last  my 
attention  was  drawn  by  seeing  a  crowd  of  people 
on  the  bridge  which  crosses  the  Mole  before  entering 
the  Thames.  To  my  consternation,  I  had  to  view 
a  magiuficent  lot  of  fish,  including  trout,  leaping  a 
foot  out  of  the  water  and  falling  back  into  the 
water,  bellies  uppermost.  The  cause  of  this  was  a 
pollution  some  short  distance  above.  The  odour 
from  the  stream  was  horrible.  Cannot  something 
be  done  to  avoid  the  annihilation  of  fish  in  streams 
where  man  enjoys  one  of  the  purest  recreations  ? 

WlLLI.\M  L.wv. 

3,  Warrington-gardens,  Richmond. 


Restocking  the  Exe. 

Another  250  yearling  trout  were  put  into  the 
Exe  on  Friday  last  between  Highleigh  Bridge  and 
Highleigh  Weir,  mider  the  supervision  of  J.  Lazarus, 
water-bailiff,  and  J.  Coldridge,  head-keeper  on  the 
Wonham  Estate.  The  fish  were  bred  at  the  Exe- 
bridge  Fisheries. 

River  Pollution  in  Lancashire. 

One  of  the  witnesses  in  a  case  at  the  Burnley 
County  Court,  heard  a  few  weeks  ago,  stated  that 
certain  fish  rather  than  face  the  pollution,  w^hich 
was  the  basis  of  the  action,  had  jumped  from  the 
stream  and  were  found  dead  among  the  grass.  The 
suit  was  brauglit  by  one  of  the  riparian  owners  of 
the  Walverden  stream  on  behalf  of  the  Nelson 
Angling  Society,  and  £10  was  claimed  against  a 
BriereliflEe  farmer,  the  plaintiff's  contention  being 
that  great  damage  to  fish  had  been  done  by  the 
defendant  permitting  the  pollution  of  the  Burns- 
dough,  a  tributary  of  the  Walverden,  by  the 
drainings  from  a  manure  tank.  The  damage  in- 
cluded sixty  fish,  valued  at  3s.  4d.  each.  The 
defence  was  that  the  farmer  did  not  purposely  allow 
his  maniu'e  to  run  to  waste  in  the  stream,  and  that 
it  had  gone  on  for  years  previously  without  com- 
plaint. Jlanm-e,  too.  was  going  into  the  stream 
from  other  farms  besides  his.  It  was  also  stated 
there  had  been  some  difference  between  plaiutifE 
and  defendant  in  respect  of  shooting  rights  the 
former  had  had  over  the  latter^  land.  His  Honour 
gave  his  deferred  judgment  at  the  court  on  Thurs- 
day, and,  holding  that  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  have 
the  water  pass  his  land  substantially  in  its  natural 
condition,  gave  a  verdict  for  plaintiff  for  £10,  the 
amoimt  claimed.  It  was  no  defence,  said  his 
Honour,  to  say  the  injury  was  caused  through 
farming  opterations  carried  on  by  a  riparian  owner 
higher  up  the  stream.  The  decision  has  created 
great  satisfaction  among  angling  clubs  throughout 
Lancashire. 
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BOOKLET  entitled  "  Angling  in  North  Eastern  Ennland. '  a  Guide  tor 
Sea  and  River  Anglers,  by  F.  G.  Atlalo  and  F.  M.  Walbran.  Profusely 
Illustrated.   Full  information  as  to  Baits  and  Flies.   Price  3d.  at 

Bookstalls,  or  by  post  4d.  from 
The  Chief  Passenger  Agent,  Dept.  A  15,  North  Eastern  Railway,  York. 


'DEFIANCE'  TROUT  &  SALMON  CASTS 


Have  earned  a  world-wide  reputation,  and  thousands  of  testimonials 
have  been  received  from  all  parts  of  the  Colonies  and  the  Continent. 

Trout  and  Fine  Roach    1/-  each. 

Salmon    3/6,  5/-,  T/6,  XO/6,  12/6  „ 


GREENHEART  SPINNING  RODS. 

35/.,  55/-  „ 

TROUT  RODS  of  every  variety. 

XO/6,  15/-,  20/-,  30/-,  45/-  „ 

SALMON  AND  GRILSE  RODS. 

60/-,  SO/-,  lOO/-  „ 

Selections  on  a^jproval  on  receipt  of  references. 

BEDFORD  SPINNERS  for  Trout    2/-  „ 

TROUT  FLIES   2/-  and  2/6  per  doz. 

SALMON      1/-  and  1/6  each. 

BOTTLED  MINNOWS,  Bright  and  Hard   1/-  per  bottle. 

MARSH  AND  BRANDLING  WORMS  IN  MOSS   ...        1/3  per  box. 

SALMON  LOBS    500  for  lO/-. 

PATENT  OUT-BARB  HOOKS  ON  GUT    1/6  per  doz. 


BAM  BRIDGE  &  CO., 


N. 


Established  1790. 
Foreign  Outfits  a  Speoialitym 


SMOKE 


for  ^Qb  ^^^^  VIRGINIA  TOBACCO. 

Manufactured  by  the  Proprietors  of 

'COUNTRY  LIFE"  SMOKING  MIXTURE, 

John  Player  and  Sons,  Nottingham, 
The  Imperial  TobaccD  Co.  (of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland)  Limited. 


FISHING  GAZETTE 
says  :— "  The  very 
finest   I  have 


"ESCO" 
WHEAT 

NATURAL 
CEREAL 

BAIT 


In     \  ■         \   ever  seen. 

CiiQvas    \      Msxiinni     \— Draqnbt, 
Bags,  1/-, 
6d.,&  Sd. 

each.    Of  all 
Fishing  Tackle 
Makers  or  Post 
Free  of  Manager- 

ALBION  GRANARIES,  Holland  Street, 
3la.ckfriars,  S.E. 


SALE   BY  AUCTION. 

FisKing-  Rods,  including  Greenlieait  and  Split 
Cane  Salmon  and  Trout  Rods,  Flics,  Winche 
and  other  tackle.  Guns  and  Rifles,  a  pair  of  tine 
12  bore  Hamnierless  Ejector  Guns  by  Piirdey 
&  Sons, pair  of  Ejectors  by  Laug  &  Son.  a  ditto 
pair  by  Hussey  Ud.  Hamnierless  Guns  by 
Boswell,  Cogswell  &  Harrison,  Grant,  Tolley, 
VVestley  Richards,  Bland  &  Sons  and  Watson! 
Big  Game,  Winchester  Repeating,  Magazine 
and  Match  Rifles,  Webley  and  Colt  Revolvers 
Bicycles.  Prismatic  Field  Glasses  by  Zeiss 
Goerz,  Ross,  Voightlander,  Steward  ami 
Aitchi.son.  Golf  Clubs.  Also  Wines  and 
('igars,  which  will   be  Sold  by   Auction  )iy 

DEBENHAM  STORR  &  SONS,  LTD.,  .at  26, 
KitigStieet,  Covent Garden,  W.C.,on  Friday, 
3rd  .July,  at  12  o'clock.    Catalogues  post  free 


RODEL  AND  FINSBAY. 

SOUTH  HARRIS, 

SALMONandSEA 
TROUT  FISHING, 

including  the  well-known  Obbe  Lochs  ;  excellent 
hotel  accommodation.— Apply,  W.  B.  MAOKIE, 
116,  Hope  Street,  Glasgow. 


FIRST-CLASS  TROUT  &  GRAYLING 
FISHING. 

A  FEW  FLY  FISHING  TICKETS 
TO  LET  FOR  THE  SEASON 

on  a  Hue  stretch  of  the  River  Teme,  between  two 
and  three  miles  in  extent,  including  some 
splendid  Fords.  —  Apply,  J.  A.  Pahtridge, 
Woodston,  Tenl)ury,  Worcestershire,  within  one 
mile  of  Newnham  Bridge  Rly  Station,  G.  W.R. 
Good  Local  AocoMMObATiON. 


FOR  SALE  BY  DEBENTURE  HOLDER 

Of  Fishing  Tackle  Business, 

a  iinantity  of  one  yard  gut  casts,  also  eel  hooks 
to  gut  and  gimp,  trout  and  pike  trebles,  swivels 
and  quill  floats,  &c.  Samples  and  prices  (about 
half  cost)  on  application  to  Flint  &  Son, 
Solicitors,  42,  Full  Street,  Derby. 


PROPERTIES  lith  FISHINGS, 

Estate  Agents  and  others  who  may  be 
interested  in  the  Sale  of  Properties  in- 
cluding salmon,  trout,  and  other  fishings, 
should  advertise  the  same  in 

Z\)C  jfiebtna  (5a3ette, 

Established  1876. 
Entirely  devoted  to  Angling. 

The  Leading  Angling  Paper, 

Address  the  Manager — 

THE  FISHING  GAZETTE, 

19,  Adam  Street,  Adelphi,  Strand,  London,  W.C. 


SCIATICA, 
LUMBAGO, 

RHEUMATISM. 

Sufferers  should  use 


DROITWICH 
BRINE  CRYSTALS 


Being    a    specially  Crystallised 
Preparation,  for  Home   Use,  of 
the  Celebrated  Droitwich  Brine 
Springs. 
From  all  Chemists,  or 
■  28  lb.  Bag  delivered  Free  to 

■ny  address. 
London,  2/-.     Country,  2/3m 


Sole  Proprietors, 

WESTON  &WESTALL,  Ltd. 

(Dept.  C), 

16,  Eastcheap,  London,  E.C. 


DRY  FLY  FISHING 

TO  LET. 

If  miles.  River  Wylie,  Wilts,  for 
August  and  September.  September  best 
month  of  season.  Exclusive  right  both 
banks,  good  farmhouse  accommodation 
on  water.  12  inch  limit,  £30. — Apply, 
C.E.J.O.,  7,  Porchester  Terrrace,  W. 


THE  RIVER  DEVERON. 

Three  Miles  First-rate 

SALMON,  GRILSE,  AND 
SEA  TROUT  FISHING 

on  the  Duke  of  Fife's  private  v?ater, 

TO  UET  rOR  JULY. 

Apply  to  J.  Chisholm,  Fife  Arms  Hotel, 
BanflE,  N.B. 


SALMON  FISHINGS 

ON  RIVER  SPEY. 

Two  to  three  miles  TO  LET  from 
1st  July  to  11th  August.  Eent  £75, 
including  Fisherman's  wages. — For  par- 
ticulars apply  to  Napieb  Landale, 
Factor,  Aberlour. 


ROD  TIMBER. 

Greenheart,  Washaba,  Hickory,  Lance- 
wood,  Ash,  Birch,  Beech,  in  round  or 
square,  for  Rod  Making.    Send  to 

J.  WRIGHT  &  SON,  Timber  Merchants, 

STATION  YARD,  REDDITCH. 

Pric*  liUts  on  application. 
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^ofes  from  t^c  ilorf^.^ 

Spobt  has  vastly  improved  during  the  past  week, 
and  especially  with  regard  to  the  run  of  grilse  and 
sea-trout  ;  while  the  baskets  of  yellow  trout  are  now 
what  they  should  have  been  all  along  !  ^ 

There  is  an  old  saying  that  when  the  broom  is 
full  in  June  the  autumn  will  be  a  wet  one.  A  little 
more  water  for  the  back-end  season  would  not  be  a 
way-cast,  and  this  year  the  broom  was  never  so  full 
of  flower  as  just  now. 


Sir  Arthur  Lee  has  taken  Glendoe,  Fort  Augustus, 
from  Lord  Lovat  on  lease. 


On  the  Braemar  (Dee)  water  on  June  15  Sir 
Arthur  Douglas  had  five  salmon  on  one  day,  and 
Mr.  Arkwright  two  on  the  Fife  Arms  water  ;  while 
Lord  Hyde  had  four  on  the  Invercauld  water. 

Admiral  Winslow  is  also  up  there,  and  getting 
some  good  sport.  There  will  be  a  good  time  now 
in  the  upper  reaches,  as  fish  are  plentiful  both  on 
the  Dee  and  Spey. 

The  report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Sewage 
Disposal  is  expected  to  give  the  results  of  the  Cole- 
burn  Distillery,  Rothes,  and  these  are  known  to  be 
of  great  value — at  least,  distillery  experts  think  so. 
The  experiments  lasted  over  a  year. 

Most  hotels  are  full  up  and  doing  grandly,  but 
there  v;ill  be  a  bigger  rush  next  week  when  July 
comes  in  and  more  vacations  come  on. 


Strange  as  it  may  seem,  the  West  and  North  of 
Scotland  (Shetland)  have  been  enjoying  better 
weather  than  at  most  places — warmer  and  steadier. 

Special  Scotch. 


TRAVEL  NOTES. 


/LONDON  AND  NORTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 
The  London  and  North-Western  Railway  Com- 
pany announce  that  numerous  and  important 
additions  and  improvements  in  the  train  service 
will  be  made  on  July  1  for  the  summer  months, 
including  new  corridor  trains,  with  luncheon  and 
refreshment  cars,  as  well  as  sleeping  saloon  expresses 
between  Euston,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  and  the 
North,  and  also  between  Liverpool,  Manchester, 
and  Scotland.  New  express  trains  for  tourists  and 
families  will  also  run  to  North  and  Central  Wales, 
the  Cambrian  Line,  Blackpool,  Morecambe,  and  the 
English  Lake  District.  A  new  through  service  will 
be  run  between  South  Wales,  West  Midland 
Counties,  and  Norwich,  Lowestoft,  Yarmouth,  etc., 
via  Honeybourne,  Leamington,  Rugby,  and  Peter- 
borough direct.  Full  information  can  be  obtained 
at  the  company's  numerous  booking  and  parcel 
offices,  also  at  the  principal  stations,  or  direct  from 
the  Superintendent's  office  at  Euston  Station. 


•GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 
The  Great  Eastern  Railway,  which  enjoys  the 
advantage  of  the  shortest  and  fastest  route  to 
Cromer,  Sheringham,  Overstrand,  and  Mundesley, 
have  made,  commencing  in  July,  great  improve- 
ments in  the  service,  and  new  rolling-stock  will  be 
introduced.  The  service  of  vestibuled  corridor 
luncheon  car  trains,  known  as  the  "  Norfolk  Coast 
Expresses,"  which  was  inaugurated  last  summer, 
will  be  repeated  this  season,  leaving  Liverpool-street 
for  Cromer  and  other  coast  towns  at  1.30  p.m.  each 
week-day,  and  leaving  Cromer,  Sheringham,  and 
Mundesley  for  Liverpool-street  at  1  p.m..  12.36  p.m., 
and  12.47  p.m.  respectively  every  week-day.  These 
expresses  cannot  fail  to  be  appreciated  by  visitors 
to  the  Norfolk  coast,  Cromer  being  reached  in 
2hrs.  55min.,  Sheringham  Shrs.  I3min.,  and  Mun- 
desley in  3hrs.  4min.  A  new  train  will  leave 
Liverpool-street  at  9.50  a.m.,  reaching  Cromer  at 
12.50  p.m.  Corridor  carriages  and  restaurant  cars 
are  attached  to  all  the  expresses  to  the  principal 
East  Coast  resorts,  and  the  principal  East  Anglian 
towns  en  route.  Non-stop  trains  will  be  run  between 
London  and  Yarmouth  in  2^hrs,  and  to  Felixstowe 
in  Ihr.  51min.  Corridor,  breakfast  and  dining-car 
trains,  vestibuled  throughout,  and  specially  con- 
structed for  the  through  train  service  between  York 
and  Parkeston  in  connection  with  the  company's 
Continental  boats  afford  convenient  facilities  for 
passengers  travelling  to  and  from  the  principal 
towns  in  the  Midland  and  Northern  counties, 
including  Manchester,  Liverpool,  York,  Harrogate, 
Scarborough,  Durham,  and  Newcastle.  The  com- 
pany issue,  gratis,  illustrated  and  descriptive 
literature,  also  pamphlets  containing  useful  infor- 
mation for  those  contemplating  spending  their 


holidays  on  the  East  Coast,  and  a  post-card  to  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Liverpool-street  Station, 
E.G.,  will  receive  prompt  attention.  Full  informa- 
tion, literature,  etc.,  may  also  be  obtained  at  the 
company's  town  offices. 


THE  MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 
Under  the  title  of  "  Country  and  Seaside  Holi- 
days," the  Midland  Company  have  published  their 
annual  guide  to  the  numerous  holiday  resorts  in 
England,  Scotland,  and  the  North  of  Ireland,  to 
which  access  is  given  by  their  lines  and  connections. 
The  principal  feature  of  the  book  is  the  compre- 
hensive list  of  apartments  available  in  seaside  and 
country  districts,  compiled  from  very  reliable 
sources.  A  considerable  part  of  the  book  is  devoted 
to  the  Isle  of  Man  and  the  North  Coast  of  Ireland 
(the  counties  of  Antrim,  Derry,  and  Donegal).  The 
Midland  Company  carry  their  passengers  through- 
out to  these  places  by  their  own  trains  and  steamers, 
and  are  thus  in  a  position  to  provide  an  excellent 
through  service  by  which  passengers  may  journey 
in  comfort  by  land  and  sea.  The  book  is  furnished 
with  an  attractive  cover,  and  is  more  replete  with 
half-tone  illustrations  than  is  usual  in  this  class  of 
literature.  A  postcard  to  any  Midland  District 
Superintendent,  station-master,  or  agent,  will  ensure 
a  free  copy.   

NORTH-EASTERN  RAILWAY. 
The  North-Eastern  Railway  Company  have  just 
issued  a  very  concise  and  attractive  illustrated 
guide  to  hotels  and  furnished  lodgings  in  seaside 
and  country  villages  in  the  counties  of  York, 
Durham,  Westmorland,  Cumberland,  and  North- 
umberland, with  a  fine  map,  which  will  prove  of  great 
vise  to  all  those  desiring  information  respecting  this 
unrivalled  holiday  region.  A  copy  can  be  obtained 
free  by  post  from  the  Chief  Passenger  Agent,  York, 
or  at  the  North-Eastern  Tourist  Bureau,  87,  Grace- 
church-street,  E.C. 


GREAT  NORTHERN  RAILWAY. 
In  connection  with  the  Royal  Agricultural 
Society's  Show  at  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  the  Great 
Northern  Railway  Company,  which  has  the  quickest 
route  from  London,  are  issuing  first  and  third  class 
return  tickets  at  a  single  fare  and  a  quarter  for  the 
double  journey  from  London  (King's  Cross)  and  the 
principal  stations  on  their  line,  the  tickets  being 
available  by  any  train  on  the  day  of  issue  or  fol- 
lowing day  ;  tickets  issued  on  Saturday,  July  4, 
will  be  available  for  return  vip  to  and  including 
Monday,  July  6.  Passengers  from  south  and  west 
of  England  will  find  the  G.N.R.  terminus  very 
accessible,  being  connected  by  subway  with  the 
electric  railways  running  to  London  Bridge,  Pad- 
dington,  Waterloo,  Victoria,  and  Charing  Cross. 
To  meet  the  convenience  of  a  large  number  of 
exhibitors  and  others,  a  special  train  will  be  run 
from  King's  Cross  on  Sunday,  June  28,  at  11.45  a.m., 
reaching  Newcastle  at  6.38  p.m. 


LIGHTING  FOR  COUNTRY  HOUSES. 


A  GENTLEMAN  in  a  quiet  country  house  required  a 
lighting  installation  of  about  six  or  eight  lights  ; 
and  as  he  doubted  whether  petrolised  air  or  acety- 
lene would  be  best  for  his  requirements,  he,  instead 
of  worrying  tradesmen  and  himself  about  it,  and 
losing  time,  temper,  and  money,  wrote  at  once  to 
the  editor  of  Building  World.  The  letter  was  handed 
to  an  expert,  who  gives  his  opinion  as  follows  : — 
"  For  country-house  lighting  acetylene  and  petro- 
lised air-gas  are  now  both  available,  and  may  be  said 
to  be  in  competition,  but  there  is  some  likelihood  of 
the  latter  superseding  the  former.  Air-gas  (as  the 
mixture  of  atmospheric  air  and  petrol  vapour  is 
called)  is  very  much  cheaper  than  acetylene,  being 
equal  (light  for  light)  to  good  coal-gas  at  Is.  6d.  per 
thousand  feet,  burned  under  mantles.  The  gas  is 
safe,  for  it  is  neither  explosive  nor  poisonous,  and 
can  be  used  for  cooking,  heating  water,  warming, 
etc.,  in  the  same  way  as  coal-gas.  At  present,  how- 
ever, the  writer  believes  that  the  smallest  air-gas 
plant  is  20-light  or  25-light,  whereas  acetylene 
generators  can  be  had  as  small  as  desired.  A  small 
air-gas  plant  is  to  be  placed  on  the  market  shortly, 
but  probably  not  until  the  autumn.  Both  acetylene 
and  air-gas  installations  vary  in  working  principle, 
some  being  more  simple  than  others,  but  they  may 
be  considered  to  be  so  far  on  terms  of  equality  that 
all  makers  claim  that  an  unskilled  attendant  can 
take  charge." 


"Wet-Fly  Fishing.  Treated  Methodically."  by  E.  M. 

Tod.  New  Edition.  Illustrated.  "  Written  by  a  fisherman  who 
has  practised  the  art  with  phenomenal  success." — Scottish  Field. 
Can  be  had,  post  free,  for  6s.  id.  by  sending  crossed  cheque  or 
postal  order  to  the  Manager,  Fishing  Gazette,  19,  Adam-street, 
Adelphi,  Strand,  London,  W.C. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


Mb.  Holcombe  occupied  the  business  chair  on 
Wednesday  at  Fetter-lane.  Station  reports  showed 
a  considerable  increase  in  the  sport  all  round  the 
coast.  Good  bass  had  been  taken  at  Ramsgato,  up 
to  6Jlb.  ;  and  at  Dover  11  lb.,  from  the  Admiralty 
Pier  with  a  live  pout  bait,  also  a  141b.  skate  off  the 
Breakwater.  At  Seaford,  thirteen  to  fourteen  score 
of  dabs  by  one  boat.  At  Newhaven,  fifty-seven 
bass  to  one  rod  on  Tuesday ;  bait,  fly.  Brighton, 
Worthing,  and  Ryde,  good  takes  of  fine  bass. 
Pollack  scarce  on  Welsh  coast,  but  big  takes  of 
bass  at  Swansea  on  rubber  sand-eel.  Isle  of  Man — 
Peel — good  haddock  in  plenty. 

Mr.  Pickup,  the  secretary,  in  alluding  to  the  Bait 
Casting  Tournament  at  the  Stadium  on  July  9  and 
10,  handed  round  specimens  placed  at  his  diaposnl, 
by  Mr.  Holbrow,  of  the  leads  and  baits  which  would 
have  to  be  used,  and  issutd  forms  of  entry.  He 
also  drew  attention  to  the  paper  on  the  list  for  next 
Wednesday's  meeting :  "  Bait  Casting  from  the 
Reel  at  Tournaments  and  Elsewhere,"  by  Leonard 
Crossle. 

A  large  attendance  was  asked  for  on  the  ground 
that  Mr.  Leonard  Crossl^,  the  lecturer,  was  an 
expert  writer  on  the  subject,  which  assumed  im- 
portance in  view  of  the  tournament  of  next  month. 

Members  were  also  urged  to  prepure  e.\hibits  for 
their  tackle — show  opening  on  July  20 — and  send 
them  in  early. 

Some  beautiful  coloured  casts  of  fish  by  a  well- 
known  member  were  handed  round  and  much 
admired. 

Mr.  Holbrow  had  been  fishing  at  Newhaven,  had 
fifty-two  bass,  all  good  fish.  Mr.  Waller  and  others 
also  reported,  but  nothing  of  moment. 

Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke  assumed  the  social  chair  and 
introduced  his  friend  Dr.  Day,  who  proceeded  to  read 
his  paper  on  "  Fish  as  a  Food  Factor,"  dealing  with 
the  subject  under  two  heads.  First,  its  national  and 
economic  aspect  he  fully  demonstrated  by  a  carefully 
prepared  array  of  statistics  and  a  detailed  account 
of  the  British  fishing  industry  and  its  army  of  men 
and  women.  An  admirably  prepared  chart  showed 
to  what  great  distances  our  steam  trawlers  were 
forced  to  proceed  to  keep  up  the  supply  of  fresh 
food  ranging  from  the  Moroccan  Coast  to  the  White 
Sea  in  the  far  North.  By  improved  gear  they  now 
often  had  the  trawl  down  in  depths  of  100  fathoms, 
at  which  great  depth  most  unexpected  discoveries 
of  fish  haunts  are  being  made  daily. 

The  second  head  of  his  subject  was  very  ably 
and  fully  dealt  with  and,  as  is  usual  when  the 
subject  is  eating,  interested  every  one  deeply. 

The.  Doctor  expressed  his  great  belief  that  as 
we  increased  in  knowledge  of  the  human  body 
and  of  the  laws  it  is  subject  to,  the  old  limit 
of  three  score  years  and  ten  was  being  rapidly 
extended,  while  it  was  true  that  some  poor 
specimens  were  at  sixty  even,  objects  of  pity,  and 
an  affliction  to  their  families.  There  wa.=  a  rapidly 
increasing  of  fine  efficient  people  about  now  of  eighty 
years  and  upwards  still  carrying  on  the  duties  of 
of  life  to  the  benefit  of  their  fellow-creatures, 
and  enjoying  to  the  full  all  the  pleasures  that  health 
alone  gives.  He  laid  down  very  firmly  the  proposi- 
tion that  the  main  factor  to  that  end  was  to  eat 
wisely  of  proper  food.  Meat  was  good  food,  but  he 
was  sure  we  all  eat  too  much  of  it.  A  free  and 
regular  use  of  fish  as  an  alternative  was  to  his 
mind  a  crying  need.  He  then  proceeded  to  explain 
the  nutritive  qualities  of  various  kinds  of  fish,  giving 
to  those  containing  fat — the  salmon,  for  instance, 
and  the  herring  and  pUchard — the  preference.  Hake 
and  halibut  were  of  high  nutritive  value.  No  man 
who  could  command  two  herrings  a  day  could 
starve. 

With  great  knowledge  of  the  subject.  Dr.  Day 
attributed  the  physical  superiority  of  the  Jew 
very  much  to  their  free  use  of  a  fish  diet,  and  that 
cooked  in  oil,  and  proved  his  case  by  some  closely 
reasoned  out  facts.  Though  they  refused  to  eat 
the  eel — the  eel,  the  Doctor  said,  is  a  fine  food  and 
palatable,  and  digested  easily,  though  rich.  Eat 
plenty  of  dry  bread  with  oily  fish,  said  he,  and  you 
will  have  no  trouble. 

So  in  a  charming  and  very  full  manner,  the 
whole  field  was  thought  to  be  covered ;  but  no, 
the  subject  possessed  such  interest  that  Messrs. 
Holcombe,  Parker,  Minchin,  Bates,  Oakeshott, 
Hyde  Smith,  the  chairman  and  others  adding  fresh 
facts,  but  all  bearing  out  the  doctor'^  recommenda- 
tion— eat  fish,  good  fish,  and  in  plenty.  Bally- 
cotton  contributed  the  advice — eat  skate,  not  over 
15-pounder8,  nor  females  at  certain  times,  boil  it, 
and  let  there  be  plenty  of  caper-sauce. 

The  lecturer  and  the  chairmen  were  heartily 
thanked,  and  people  went  away  somewhat  wiser 
than  when  they  came.  H.  P.  , 
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"THE  STRUAN"  REELlWALBRAN  LIMITED, 


WITH  FRICTION  BRAKE. 

(Patent  No.  604,406) 


The  simplest,  most  effective,  and 
cheapest  Brake  Reel  ever  produced. 
Solid  cast  quick-winding  barrel,  one 
centre  screw  only.  Having  only  one 
screw  the  reel  can  be  taken  to  pieces 
for  oiling,  &c.,  in  five  seconds. 

Made  in  sizes : 
2i      3       3i     3i      4  a 
16/-  17/6  18/C  20/-  22/6  25/- 


2i 
15/- 


"THE  STRUAN"  PATENT 
ELASTIC  LOCK-FAST  JOINT 

fitted  to  any  Rod  for  3/6. 

TELARANA 
FINE  UNDRAWN  CUT 

Special  consignment  of  this  season's 
crop,  measuring  63  inches,  in  three 
thicknesses  :— 3  x  fine,  1  x  fine,  and 
Fina.    Price  1 0/6  per  hank. 


Telarana  Nova  Twisted  Casts 
and  Traces,  for  Salmon,  Pike, 
and  Sea  Fishing.  Price  2/-  each. 
Vide  Fishing  Gazette,  Jan.  4, 1908. 


Price  List  and  Catalog-ue  post  free. 


WILLIAM  ROBERTSON, 


FISHING  TACKLE 
MANUFACTURER, 

27,  WELLINGTON  STREET,  GLASGOW. 

Telegrams  :  "  Flees,"  Glasgow. 
175,  PARK  STREET,  OLASOOW,  S.S. 

Tne  largest  and  oldest  established  Fishing  Rod  Makers  to  the  Trade  in  Scotland. 

Wholesale  and  Export  only.  Price  Lists  on  Application. 


FISHING  OUTFITS 

fop  any  PART  of  the  WORLD 

OUR  SPECIAL  BRAND  OF  EXTRA 
QUALITY  FINEST  UNDRAWN 
GUT,  1908  CROP. 

The  supply  of  this  gut  is  extremely  limited  this  season, 
but  we  have  decided  to  charge  the  same  prices  as  last 
I  year,  viz.  :  16  in.,  7/6  ;  18  in.,  8/6;  20  in.,  very  limited 
supply,  10/-  per  100. 

ALL   PATTERNS   OF  FLIES 

dressed  on  Finest  Selected  Gut— at  very 
short  notice. 

I  CASTS  MADE  UP  TU  SUIT  ANY  RIVER,  LOCH,  OR  RESERVOIR 
Fully  Illustrated  Catalogue  POST  FREE. 

PLEASE  NOTE— Address  all  Correspondence  simply 

WALBRAN  LIMITED. 


Anglo -Norvejian  Flshennen's  AssociiUn.  NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  RESORT 


THE  ASSOCIATION  HAS  BEATS  ON  THE  FOL- 
LOWING It  I  VERS  TO  LET  OB  SELL:- 
Birkrem    or    Tengs    river,    Gaula,    Gula,  Laagen, 
Laerdal,    Loen,    Naerodal,    Namsen,    Nidelv,  Sand, 
Stjordal,  Suraaen,  Surendal,  Vefsen,  &e. 


FISHING  GEAR. 


NO   COMMISSION    PAYABLE    BY  LESSEE, 


Pot  full  particulars  apply  to  Hon.  See, 

A.  VBNABLES  KVRKE.  Chard,  Somerset. 


Trout  Fishing 

FORTY  MINUTES  FROM  LONDON. 
ONE  OR  TWO  RODS  TO  LET. 
SEVEN  MILES  OF  STREAM,  PERHAPS  AS 
WELL  STOCKED  AS  ANY  IN  ENGLAND. 
ALL  FISHABLE. 

TROUT  AVERAGE  NEARLY  ONE  POUND. 

Comfortable  Quarters  close  to  water. 
For  particulars  apply  to  "MANAGER," 
ICKLEFORD   FISHERY,   HITCHIN,  HERTS. 


OUR  NEW  EASY  FIT  FISHING 
JACKET,  double  texture,  fawn 
muslin,  self  ventilating,  wide  skirt, 
storm  cuffs,  to  loop  up  for  short  wad- 
ing, 35/- 

As  sketch,  single  texture  cashmere,  very 
light,  ventilating  cape,  25/-.  With 
Curtain  Storm  Caps,  black  proof,  3/6. 

OUR  SPECIAL  BUILT  CANE 
RODS,  3  pieces,  2  tops,  double 
brazed,  cork  grip,  suction  joints, 
serrated  ferrules,  close  whipped,  in 
tan  partition  bag.  10  ft.,  30/- :  11  ft., 
32/6;  12  ft.,  35/-. 

OUR  SPECIAL  SEA  TROUT 
AND  GRILSE  ROD,  3  piece,  2 
tops,  doubled  brazed,  serrated  ferrules, 
double  cork  grip,  revolving  end  ring, 
button,  made  from  fine  old  matured 
greenheart,  13  ft.,  26/6;  14  ft.,  28/6; 
15  ft.,  30/-. 

^"fl  SPJ^OIAL  TYNESIDE  SALMON  ROD  s-^  pieces,  Greenheart 
throughout,  double  brazed,  2  tops,  double  cork  grips,  finished  in  best  style 
by  our  own  workpeople,  in  partition  cover,  complete.    16  ft.,  35/6:  17  ft 
40/-;  18  ft.,  45/-.  ' 

'The  Rod  threw  a  capital  line,  and  was  in  every  way  most  successful  tliroughout  a  mouth's  hard 
and  contniuous  augluig  in  Norway.' 

OUR  FLIES  are  all  fresh,  the  latest  patterns,  and  tied  on  the  premises  by  an 
expert  and  reliable  stag  under  the  supervision  of  a  practical  angler  of  thirty 
years'  experience.  Send  your  patterns  and  you  will  receive  perfect  copies. 

Send  for  our  North  Country  Illustrated  Guide,  post  free  3  stamps. 
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Jottings  by  the  Way. 


The  Nightingale's  Nest. 

There  have  I  hunted,  like  a  very  boy. 
Creeping  on  hands  and  knees  through  matted  thorn 
:To  find  her  nest,  and  see  her  feed  her  young. 
And  vainly  did  I  many  hours  employ  : 
All  seem'd  as  hidden  as  a  thought  unborn. — 
J've  watch'd  her  while  she  sang  ;  and  her  renown 
Hath  made  me  marvel  that  so  famed  a  bird 
Should  have  no  better  dress  than  russet  brown. 

— Clare. 


OUR  SUMMER  NUMBER 

iVill  be  published  on  July  18,  and  will  contain,  in 
iddition  to  many  interesting  articles,  a  fully 
Uustrated  account  of  the  eleventh  International 
Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Tournament,  to  be  held  on 
rhursdav,  July  9.  and  Friday,  July  10,  in  the  Great 
Jtadium  of  the  International  Sports  Exhibition  at 
Shepherd's  Bush.  The  price  will  remain  th'e  same 
—two  pence. 

*  *  *  * 

A  New  Volume. 
Saturday,  July  4  (No.  1628)  will  commence  a  new 
rolume  (Vol.  LVII).  This  will  be  a  good  oppor- 
iunity  for  new  subscribers ,  to  send  10s.  Od.  for  one 
wear's  subscription  to  Manager,  19,  Adam  Street, 
\.delphi,  London,  W.C. 


"Bait  Casting  from  the  Reel" 

is  the  subject  of  a  lecture  before  the  members'  and 
friends  of  the  B.S.A.S.  on  Wednesday  evening 
next,  July  1,  at  the  headquarters,  4,  Fetter-lane, 
B.C.  In  view  of  the  forthcoming  tournament  on 
fuly  9  and  10  no  doubt  many  "wrinkles"  and 
nuch  instruction  will  be  imparted  by  Mr.  Leonard 
>0S3le,  who  is  nothing  if  not  practical,  and  as 
i^isitors  are  always  welcomed  there  should  be  a 
record  attendance. 


Thames  Trout. 

In  conversation  with  a  protaiinent  member  of  the 
rhames  Trout  Restocking  Association,  I  gleaned 
that  no  less  than  sixteen  rainbow  trout  were  captured 
by  one  angler  in  one  day  last  week,but  needless  to  say 
they  were  all  carefully  returned,  with  the  exception 
)f  one  of  31b.  [Salmo  fario).  When  placed  in  the 
river  some  three  years  ago  the  fish  averaged  6in. 
rhis  is  very  gratifying  to  the  association,  and  next 
leason  should  give  good  sport  when  they  have 
ittained  the  Thames  standard — 16  in. 


Bass  "  on  "  at  Newhaven. 

Mr.  H.  V.  Stenning  sends  a  telephonic  message 
just  as  we  are  going  to  press  to  the  effect  that  bass 
ire  "  on  "  at  Newhaven.  "  On  June  23  I  caught,  on 
the  fly,  sixty-four  bass  from  41b.  down  at  New- 
haven. "  Mr.  Stenning  is  a  member  of  the  Sussex 
Piscato  rials. 


"  Hands  Across  the  Sea." 

On  November  27,  1907,  I  hied  me  to  the  head- 
quarters of  the  B.S.A.S.  to  listen  to  a  lecture 
Bntitled,  "  Various  Views  and  Incidents  of 
Angling,"  by  H.B.M.'s  Consul  at  Calais,  Mr. 
Chas.  -Pay ton,  M.V.O.  The  night  was  cold,  the 
crossing  of  "the  Silver  Streak"  rough,  but  he 
entertained  a  large  audience,  who  followed  the 
raconteur  a?  he  "  warmed "  to  his  subject.  On 
that  occasion  Mr.  G.  R.  Clarke  presided. 

*  *  *  * 

L'Entente  Cordiale 

was  never  better  exempliSed  than  on  Wednesday 
evening  last,  June  24,  when  the  same  fluent  lecturer 
crossed  the  streak  in  more  favourable  weather  to 
lecture  before  the  members  and  friends  of  the 
Highbury  Angling  Society.  The  chair  was  occupied 
by  President  Wm.  Senior,  and  "  Sarcelle  "  amused, 
instructed,  and  held  spellbound  a  large  audience 
("  Standing  room  only")  by  the  reading  of  his  old 
paper  under  a  new  name.  It  had  been  added  to 
and  some  items  omitted,  and  was  entitled — 

"Facts  and  Fun  about  Fishing." 
At  the  appointed  time  (nine  of  the  clock)  we  had 
some  "Facts."  Then  followed  "Reminiscences" 
— most  enjoyable  ;  and  wound  up  at  ten  with  some 
of  the  funniest  stories — and  truths — ever  collected. 
The  Rev.  J.  Adams,  in  proposing  a  vote  of  thanks, 
added  a  few  more  witticisms — the  "poetry  of 
angling"  he  called  it — and  a  brief  response  by 
"Sarcelle"  brought  one  of  the  most  enjoyable 
evenings  in  the  annals  of  the  "  Highbury "  to  a 
close. 
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Sir  Walter  Scott  on  Salmon  Angling. 

Anoling  for  salmon  is  not  more  a  masculine  than 
a  delightful  sport,  and  is  pursued  with  ardour  and 
success  in  the  northern  rivers  of  our  island.  Some 
very  spirited  and  lively  sketches  on  this  sul)ject  are 
to  be  seen  in  Blackwood's  Magazine,  No.  209,  1833. 
Whilst  fishing  in  Loch  Awe,  amongst  other  sport,  is 
mentioned  catching  a  salmon  of  281b.  weight. 
Loch  Awe  seems  to  be  a  delightful  place,  and  good 
accommodation  there  for  brotliers  of  the  angle. 
The  disciple  of  Walton  who  has  once  indulged  in 
salmon  fishing  will  feel  little  satisfaction  in  the 
more  common  pursuits  and  lesser  pleasures  of  the 
gentle  art.  But  it  requires  an  expert  practitioner  to 
insure  success,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  following 
anecdote  : — "  When  the  fish  has  taken  the  fly,  to 
pull  a  hard  strain  on  the  line  would  snap  the  tackle 
to  pieces,  even  were  it  made  of  wire  :  ease  yoiu' 
hand,  and  let  him  rise  ;  take  leisure,  give  him  line, 
but  do  not  slack  too  fast,  and  in  half  an  hour  thou 
lay  est  him  on  the  bank." — Sir  Walter  Scott. 


The  Largest  Thames  Trout  ever  Caught  at 
Richmond. 

On  Saturday  morning,  May  31,  1834,  a  trout,  in 
the  highest  season,  and  of  an  extraordinary  size, 
weighing  141b.,  was  caught  with  the  rod  and  line 
by  Lieut. -General  Sir  Samuel  Hawker,  while  angling 
in  the  Thames,  near  Richmond,  and  afterwards 
presented  to  his  Majesty. — Sunday  Times,  June  15, 
1834. 


The  Mick  (to  his  friend  Finnigan)  :  "  Sure  an' 
phwat's  the  matter  wid  yer  feet  ?  You're  hopping 
along  like  a  lame  crab."  Finnigan:  "  Sure  an'  it's 
me  new  tight  boots  are  squeezing  my  toes  like  a 
lemon."  The  Mick:  "You're  a  bigger  fool  than  I 
took  ye  for,  Finnigan.  Whenever  ye  buy  new  tight 
boots  ye  always  ought  to  wear  'em  two  or  three 
times  before  ye  put  'em  on,  so  as  to  make  'em  aisy." 


At  Sea. 

WoBN  voyagers,  who  watch  for  land 

Across  the  endless  wastes  of  sea. 
Who  gaze  before  and  on  each  hand. 

Why  look  ye  not  to  what  ye  flee  ? 
The  stars,  by  which  the  sailors  steer, 

Not  always  rise  before  the  prow ; 
Though  forward  naught  but  clouds  appear. 

Behind  they  may  be  breaking  now. 
What  though  we  may  not  turn  again 

To  shores  of  childhood  that  we  leave. 
Are  those  old  signs  we  followed  vain  ? 

Can  guides  so  oft  foimd  true  deceive  ? 

Oh,  sail  we  to  the  South  or  North, 
Oh,  sail  we  to  the  East  or  West, 

The  port  from  which  we  first  put  forth 
Is  our  heart's  home,  is  our  life's  best ! 


The  Tarpon  of  Gascony. 

A  WRITER  in  La  Peche  Moderne,  who  signs  him- 
self "  Biscarbelcha,"  wonders  why  it  is  that  English 
anglers  do  not  pay  more  attention  to  the  tunny,  or 
tuna,  which  is  a  fine  sporting  fish,  and  abounds 
along  the  coast  from  Vigo  to  Cape  Breton.  The 
red  tunny,  which  is  frequently  caught  within 
a  couple  of  miles  of  land,  ranges  from  201b. 
to  1501b.  in  weight.  The  rods  and  lines  are 
similar  to  those  used  for  tarpon,  the  bait  being  an 
enormous  artificial  fly,  made  of  one  or  two  ears  of 
maize  bleached  in  chloride  of  lime  and  tied  on  a 
special  hook  manufactured  in  Spain.  A  six-ton 
yacht  and  a  crew  of  three  men  are  desirable, 
although  it  is  not  a  difficult  matter  to  obtain  leave 
to  accompany  the  local  fishermen  on  their  expedi- 
tions. 


A  Fine  Brace. 

Eagles  are  constantly  discovered  watching  the 
fords  in  the  spawning  season,  and  are  seen  to  seite 
and  carry  off  the  fish.  Some  years  since,  a  herds- 
man, on  a  very  sultry  day  in  July,  observed  an  eagle 
posted  on  a  bank  which  overhung  a  pool  ;  presently, 
the  bird  stooped,  and  seized  a.salmon,  and  a  violent 
struggle  ensued  ;  when  the  herdsman  reached  the 
spot,  he  found  the  eagle  puUed^under  the  water  by 
the  salmon,  and  drenched  his  plvunage,  which  dis- 
abled him  to  extricate  himself.  With  a  stone  the 
peasant  broke  the  pinion  of  the  eagle,  and  actually 
secured  the  spoiler  and  his  victim,  for  he  found  the 
salmon  dying  in  his  grasp. — Wild  Sports  of  the  West. 


Mistakes. 

"Mistakes,"  says  the  author  of  a  book  of 
"  Wisdom  for  Workers,  "  "do  not  happen — they  are 
the  result  of  causes.  A  vast  measure  of  time  and 
money  is  lost  in  making  mistakes  and  trying  to 
rectify  them." 


 f^/ ' 

Record  of  Sports. 

A  NEAT  pocket  edition  of  the  above  work  is 
hand.  It  embraces  all  kinds  of  sport,  and  is  par- 
ticularly handy  to  those  who  are  interested  in 
"Records."  I  said  all  sports,  but  there  is  one  it 
does  not  touch,  and  that  is  Angling.  I  must  for- 
give the  compiler  this  time,  but  hope  that  in  future 
issues  he  will  find  room  to  include  the  glorious 
takes  that  eminent  fishermen  have  landed.  How- 
ever, it  is  a  most  useful  book,  and  whether  one 
wants  to  know  who  won  the  Football  International 
or  who  holds  the  Cricket  Championship,  the  cycling, 
running,  rowing,  swimming,  or  pulling  the  long  bow 
championships,  you  have  only  to  refer  to  this  work 
and  the  information  is  yours.  This  is  the  fifth 
edition  of  the  book,  and  it  is  published  by  the  . 
Royal  Insurance  Company,  Limited,  1,  North  John- 
street,  Liverpool. 


Singular  Accident  to  an  Angler. 

A  curious  accident  lately  befell  an  angler  who 
was  fishing  in  the  Isar,  not  far  from  Munich.  On 
casting  out  his  line,  the  hook  came  in  contact 
with  the  main  cable  of  the  Moosberg  Electricity 
Works.  The  angler  received  a  severe  electric 
shock,  his  body  being  so  seriously  burnt 
that  he  had  to  be  taken  home  on  an 
ambulance.  The  silken  line  is  an  excellent  con- 
ductor of  electricity,  and  its  conductivity  is 
increased  by  moisture.  The  Allgemeine  Fischerei 
Zeitung,  which  records  the  incident,  advises  anglers 
to  be  on  their  guard  against  similar  accidents,  but 
the  warning  seems  hardly  necessary. 


The  Miracle. 

We  hear  some  strange  stories  in  connection  with 
angling,  but  the  latest  effort  of  a  negro  preacher 
fairly  wins  the  compound  of  baked  flour,  eggs,  and 
currants,  with  other  ingredients,  anointed  with  the 
oleaginous  products  of  the  lacteal  fluid  of  a  female 
bovine  quadruped.  He  was  expounding  to  his  sable 
flock  the  astounding  nature  of  miracles,  and  got  a 
trifle  confused  and  mixed  in  the  matter.  He  said  : 
"My  bellubed  brudders,  de  greatest  of  all  miracles 
was  'bout  loaves  and  fishes.  Dere  was  5000  loaves 
and  2000  fishes,  and  the  Twelve  'Postles  had  to  eat 
'em  all.    De  miracle  is  dey  didn't  bust  !  " 


Big  Grayling. 

Walton  says  the  largest  gi'ayUng  are  18in.  in 
length  ;  Mr.  Pennant  asserts  that  one  was  taken 
at  Ludlow  that  was  half  a  yard  long  and  weighed 
4lb.  6oz. — Donovan. 

*  *  *  * 

Fishing  one  day  for  grayling  with  an  artificial 
fly,  made  to  a  single  hair,  and  a  fine  line  to  a  slender 
rod,  I  rose  and  hooked  a  large  fish  ;  he  now  began 
to  run  very  hard,  for  I  had  risen  Mm  over  some 
willows,  and  I  had  no  winch  to  give  him  line,  which 
made  me  fearful  of  losing  mj^  fish,  and  part  of  mj' 
line  ;  he  next  took  a  turn  down  the  stream,  wliich 
enabled  me  to  extricate  myself  from  the  willows.  1 
leaped  a  large  ditch,  keeping  my  fish  in  full  play. 
My  di\'ersion  became  highly  pleasing  ;  the  contest 
lasted  full  twenty  minutes,  when  he  fairly  gave  it 
up,  and,  retreating  with  caution,  I  brought  him  flat 
on  some  gravel  ;  it  proved  to  be  a  fine  grayling, 
weighing  .5lb. — Taylor's  Angling. 


Mother's  Way. 

Johnny  and  Tommy  had  both  been  fishing  for 
jacksharps  in  the  canal,  against  mother's  instruc- 
tions. Tommy  (after  questioning  a  passer-by) : 
"  Saj',  kid,  it's  six  o'clock!  I'm  off  home." 
Johnny  :  "  Not  me  !  ' '  Tommy  :  "  Why  ?  "  Johnny  : 
"Well,  if  we  go  home  now  we'll  both  get  walloped 
for  going  fishin'.  If  we  stay  till  nine  o'clock  we'll 
be  hugged  and  kissed  for  not  bein'  drowned !  " — 
"  Peter." 


Killarney  Method  of  Cooking  Salmon. 

The  salmon,  as  soon  as  caught,  to  be  cut  into 
slices,  which  are  split,  and  a  strong  skewer  of 
arbutus  rmi  through  each,  as  close  to  the  skin  as 
possible  ;  these  skewers  are  then  stuck  upright  in 
a  sod  of  tm-f,  before  a  clear  wood  fire,  and  constantly 
turned  and  basted  with  salt  and  water.  The  fish, 
when  sufficiently  roasted,  is  servetl  up  on  the 
skewers,  which  are  supposed  to  communicate 
a*  peculiar  aromatic  flavour. — Angler  in  Ireland. 


Had  Her  Own. 

"Can  you  be  trusted  with  a  secret  ?  "  he  asked. 
The  woman  drew  herself  up  proudly.  "  You  have 
known  me  for  ten  years,  haven't  you  ?  "  she  replied. 
"  Yes."    "  Do  you  know  how  old  I  am  ?  " 

Dbaqnet. 
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THE  GREAT  TOURNAMENT  IN  THE  STADIUM 
AT  THE  FRANCO-BRITISH  EXHIBITION. 

^*^UA^B^l^vlo^B^^^J°"'■"^'"^".^  '904  (the  last  held  in  this 
country),  HARDY'S  RODS,  made  of   PALAKONA  "  BAMBOO 

(Regd.),  won  no  less  than  TEN  events  against  SEVEN  by  all  others. 

HARDY'S  "SILEX "  Casting  Reels  won  no  less  than  SIX 
events  against  FOUR  by  all  others.  So  that  HARDY'S  Rods  and 
Reels  individually  won  more  events  than  all  other  makes  (both  British 
and  American)  put  together. 

Tuii'J'  Elxpert  in  Rod-Building,  who  won  FOUR  CHAMPION- 

SaL^w^*  ^''^  ^""y^*^'  P^'ace  Tournament,  1904,  and  Mr.  LAURENCE 
HARDY,  who  won  the  Ambidextrous  Event,  are  prepared  to  give  personal 
attention  to  the  making  of  Special  Rods  and  Reels  for  use  at  the  forth- 
coming Tournament,  or  for  Angling  in  any  part  of  the  World. 

GREENHEART  TROUT  RODS  from  ONE  GUINEA  upwards 
CANE  BUILT  ("Palakona"  Regd.)  RODS  from  THREE  GUINEAS  upwards. 

INCOMPARABLY  SUPERIOR   TO  ALL  OTHERS 

HARDY'S  "PALAKONA"  BAMBOO  (REGD.) 

IS  much  superiop  to  any  other  Bamboo  for  Rod  Making. 

CATALOGUE,  1908 

Containing:  248  illustrations  of  Flies  in  Colour, 

ALSO  ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUE  IN  FRENCH  WITH  FLIES  IN  COLOUR, 


HARDY  BROS.  (Alnwick),  LTD.,  ALNWICK 

Specialists  in  Rods,  Reels,  and  Tackle, 


NO.  3  B„„.„™a.etr.  H^^el'ynfsu^^'^Lui^a'^^^^  South  We.e™  Ban.). 
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?povineial  flngliflg  Jlotes. 

To  guarantee  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  not 

J.  later  than  Wednesday  evening's  post. 
FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 
I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  bait-casting  tourna- 
nent  arranged  by  the  Aston  Britannia  A.S..  to 
ia\  e  been  held  on  Saturday  afternoon  last  at  the 
^8ton  Lower  Grounds,  had  to  be  postponed  owing 
«  the  lack  of  competitors.  The  contest  will  take 
jlace  at  a  later  date,  of  which  more  notice  should 
)e  wiven,  and,  in  order  to  make  it  a  success,  it  is 
luggested  that  all  clubs  in  the  Midlands  should  send 
i  representative.  The  coarse-fishing  season  has  not 
jpened  with  anything  remarkable.  A  large  number 
)f  anglers  have  been  out  to  the  most  favourable 
olaces"  but  so  far  have  met  with  very  little  sport 
the  Severn  has  been  well  patronised,  but  no  fish  of 
any  account  have  been  taken.  The  fish  are  on  the 
shallows  or  fords  cleansing  themselves  after  the 
jpawning  operations.  There  are  only  a  few  spots  on 
the  Avon  open  for  fishing  ;  it  is  open  at  Defford, 
and  a  few  contests  will  take  place  on  Sunday  next 
(Jime  28).  We  are  a  little  backward  with  our  hay 
harvest,  but  when  the  crop  is  cleared  away  we  shall 
have  some  good  results.  The  Rugby  branch  of  the 
Provincial  will  next  week  be  allowed  to  travel  at 
the  reduced  fare  to  eight  very  important .  angling 
resorts.  The  reports  from  our  local  rivers  are  very 
satisfactory  ;  they  are  all  in  perfect  condition,  but 
still  it  is  too  early  for  any  good  results  to  be  obtained. 
The  fish  in  our  canals  are  not  fit  to  be  taken,  and 
pool-fishing  is  very  much  ofli.  Nothing  has  so  far 
been  done  on  the  reservoirs  near  to  our  city  with  the 
coarse  fish.  On  July  12  the  St.  Paul's  will  fish  their 
annual  contest  at  Abingdon. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  weather  continues  bright  and  fine,  and  the 
waters  running  rather  low.  Those  who  have  fished 
on  the  deeper  lengths  of  the  Witham  have  been 
rewarded  with  some  very  nice  takes  of  bream. 
During  the  week-end  some  specimens  of  the  carp 
family  were  disporting  themselves  on  the  reaches 
between  Tattershall  Bridge  and  Dogdyke.  On  many 
of  the  lower  lengths  of  the  Witham  immense  shoals 
of  bream  have  been  seen.  Although  roach  are  not 
yet  fit  to  take  several  baskets  of  them  are  reported 
from  the  minor  waters  in  the  Boston  district.  At 
present  bream  should  take  better  than  most  other 
species,  and  a  visit  to  the  Hobhole  at  Eastville 
might  repay  those  who  care  to  undertake  the 
journey.  Forty-foot  anglers  have  done  very  well 
durirvg  the  week  amongst  perch  and  eels. 


FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Nice  weather  is  now  at  our  present  command,  and 
our  local  anglers  have  been  out  by  the  score  on 
different  local  waters;  but  sport,  I  may  say,  has 
only  been  moderate  in  most  quarters.  Plenty 
of  small  fry  to  be  returned,  but  in  very 
few  cases  have  good  fi^h  been  taken.  One  angler 
showed  me  a  nice  catch  of  perch  from  one  of 
the  several  ponds  Newport  way  ;  but  in  the  Market 
Weighton  canal  only  very  small  fish  have  been 
taken.  The  Albemarle  Angling  Association  fished 
in  this  water  on  June  20,  but  only  very  small  weights 
indeed  took  the  prizes.  The  same  may  be  men- 
tioned for  anglers  visiting  the  Ancholme  and  Hull. 
Yet  the  waters  are  all,  I  might  say,  in  fairly  good 
order",  but  the  big  fish  are  at  present  lying 
low  and  feeding  on  straw  and  cad  bait,  as  these 
leave  their  homes  to  climb  the  reeds  and  come 
to  maturity  in  the  shape  of  flies.  Trout  have  not 
done  much  during  the  past  week,  although  with  the 
fly  most  fish  have  been  taken,  worm-fishing  being 
at  a  discount  so  far  as  catches  have  been  made,  and 
in  roach  and  dace  fishing  the  straw  bait  is  by  far 
the  best  to  use  in  most  waters,  especially  in  running 
streams. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Windermere  has  again  fished  very  badly.  I  ven- 
tured to'  prophesv  last  week  that  some  good  trout 
would  yet  be  killed  on  the  May  Fly,  but  I  am  bound 
to  confess  that  I  am  wrong,  and,  speaking  generally, 
it  may  be  stated  that  this  season — that  is,  the 
May  Fly  season — has  come  to  an  end  without  even 
commencing.  I  was  talking  to  a  gentleman  who 
fishes  the  lake  hard,  and  knows  it  well,  one  day  this 
week,  and  he  told  me  that  the  trout  have  only  risen 
well  to  this  fly  on  but  one  day,  and  even  on  that 
day  they  came  short.  However,  I  think  one  and  all 
will  agree  with  me  that  this  May  Fly  season  has 
been  the  worst  that  Windermere  has  seen  for  many 
years  back.  Char-trolling  has  also  been  very  poor, 
but  with  the  more  settled  weather  that  we  are  now 
getting,  these  fish  will  probably  come  on  again- 


Both  pike  and  perch  are  now  coming  on  to  the 
shallows,  and  sport  should  be  good  amongst  them. 
The  streams  still  keep  up  a  good  height. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

To-day  the  leading  item  of  interest  in  Bolton  is 
their  great  annual  match,  usually  fished  in  Whit- 
week.  The  canal,  Galgate,  and  Bay  Horse  will  be 
fished  for  miles,  and  trainloads  of  anglers  and  friends 
will  go  on  this  excvirsion.  The  Royal  Walton  A.S., 
Blackley,  in'  their  opening  match  last  Saturday 
(June  20)  were  very  much  disappointed  in  results 
after  so  much  heavy  stocking  during  the  winter. 
Joseph  HofI  took  the  first  prize.  The  Robin  Hood 
Anglers,  Clifton,  opened  at  Boothstown  last  Satur- 
day (June  20).  Fifteen  rods  fished  and  eleven  caught 
forty  fish.  J.  Young  won  first  prize.  Broadland 
ia  to  be  invaded  by  Lancashire  anglers  this  week-end. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

On  Saturday  last  the  Coimty  Palatine  A. A., 
whose  headquarters  are  in  this  city,  had  an  open 
match  at  Strines.  The  entry  was  large,  but  the 
event,  as  a  whole,  did  not  rival  that  of  last  year. 
Mr.  Goodwin  won  first  prize.  The  Ardwick  A.S.  open 
with  a  contest  at  Broken  Cross  to-morrow  ;  their 
second  fixture  is  on  July  12.  The  West  Salford  A. A. 
are  having  an  open  contest  at  Worsley  on  July  12 
for  £7  10s.  in  cash  prizes.  On  Tuesday  next  (June  30) 
a  special  meeting  will  be  held  to  complete  arrange- 
ments. A  new  club  has  been  formed  in  Broughton, 
and  will  be  known  as  the  King  William  IV.  A.S. 
There  is  a  fair  amount  of  enthusiasm  in  this  city. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

•  Anglers  have  been  more  numerous.  The  Trent 
has  receded  to  very  nearly  the  level  of  summer,  and 
the  use  of  extremely  light  tackle  is  necessary  to 
ensure  sport.  Chub  and  dace  have  been  attracted 
with  gentles  at  Shardlow,  Fiskerton,  Hoveringham 
and  Kelham.  Roach  and  barbel  are  backward  in 
condition,  and  not  much  will  be  done  amongst  them 
until  the  end  of  next  month.  Eels  have  scarcely  run 
so  freely  as  when  the  river  contained  colour  ;  they 
are  mainly  caught  with  the  worm,  attached  to 
ledgering  tackle  and  line.  Fly-fisherS  have  been 
creeling  "some  nice  dace  on  the  shallows  at  the  foot 
of  Wilford  Church,  and  I  learn  that  one  enthusiast 
has  secured  a  big  trout  of  the  Loch  Leven  species. 
The  Shardlow  length  holds  a  big  head  of  the  speckled 
ones,  and  now  is  the  time  to  throw  a  fly  over  them, 
especially  in  the  evening.  Several  minor  competi- 
tions were  decided  down  the  Trent  on  Sunday  and 
Monday  (June  21  and  22),  the  takes  being  on  the 
small  side.  Two  labourers — Herbert  Rodgers  and 
Thomas  Raynor,  of  Nottingham — have  been  con- 
victed by  the  justices  sitting  at  Southwell  Petty 
Sessions  and  fined  7s.  6d.  each  for  illegally  using 
night-lines  in  the  river,  in  the  parish  of  Bleasby. 
Defendants  a  leged  that  I  hey  set  the  linf  s,  n  ot  know- 
ing they  v/ere  doing  wrong.  They  were  understood 
to  possess  trout  licences.  Mr.  G.  R.  Eddowes,  of 
Derby,  prosecuted  on  behalf  of  the  Trent  Fishery 
Board. 
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FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Coarse  fish  anglers  have  had  excellent  weather 
since  the  season  opened,  but  it  will  be  another 
month  before  they  are  in  good  condition.  Fair 
sport  has  been  had  among  the  trout.  Mr.  Avery, 
Bull's  Head  Club,  caught  a  brace  of  sea-trout  near 
Diglis  Weir,  larger  of  the  two  3lb.,  the  other  21b. 
On  Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs'  subscription  water  at 
Leigh  Mr.  T.  Prosser,  among  others,  had  a 
fine  trout,  Mr.  R.  Wingfield  had  a  good  catch, 
Mr.  J.  Stokes  a  fine  basket  of  trout,  grayling,  and 
extra  fine  dace.  Mr.  W.  Ingram  caught  a  brace  of 
grayling  in  the  Severn  at  Diglis  Weir,  and  Mr.  A.  H. 
Da  vies  a  perch  (21b.  loz.)  and  91b.  of  eels  in  the 
club  water,  lower  Teme.  This  club  had  their  first 
cont«st;of  the  season  on  Thursday  evening  (June  18) 
when  some  nice  trout,  grayling,  and  chub  were 
creeled,  Mr.  Abbott  winning  first  prize.  Mr.  A. 
Leach  second,  Mr.  Avery  third.  The  Diglis  House 
Club  had  their  first  outing  in  the  Avon  at  Twyning. 
Sport  very  poor,  only  one  prize — a  ton  of  coal — 
being  taken.  The  York  House  Club  fished  their 
first  competition  at  Pershore  in  the  Avon  on 
June  21.  Sport  very  poor  indeed.  Five  Birming- 
ham clubs  fished  competitions  in  the  Severn  at 
the  Ketch  on  June  21,  one  club  pegging  out  their 
men,  without  permission,  on  the  water  rented  by 
the  Worcester  and  District  Association. 


Wherh  to  Go  to  Fish.— Information  where  to  go  for  fishing 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  on  the  Continent,  and  in  other  parts  of 
the  world  is  given  in  "  The  Angler's  Diary,"  over  300  pages. 
New  edition  now  ready.  Sent,  post  free  for  Is.  8d.  in  stahips, 
by  the  Manager,  Fishing  QaifUf,  19,  Adaw-Street,  Adelphi. 
Strand.  Jjondon.  "W.C. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT-'  '// 

Delightful  weather  favoured  the  opening /natch^/  / 
of  the  coarse-fishing  clubs  on  Juno  20.  On  aCd/Vint 
of  the  low  state  of  most  of  the  rivers,  however,  sptM 
was  followed  at  a  disadvantage  in  many  quarters, 
and  indifferent  catches  resulted.  Mr.  Moscrop,  of 
Thorganby,  Hull,  granted  permission  to  the  York- 
shire Herald  F.C.  to  start  the  season  in  the  waters 
there,  and  the  drive  out  was  much  enjoyed.  With 
the  stream  running  clear,  yet  fresh  and  lumpy  from 
a  strong  wind,  there  were  some  disappointments, 
even  among  the  best  of  the  disciples.  Twelve  ounces 
was  the  top  weight,  which  was  made  by  E.  Simpson  ; 
R.  Meunell,  second,  had  but  1 1  Joz.  ;  and  A.  Davies, 
third,  9Joz.  The  total  catch  was  the  lowest  on 
record  since  the  establishment  of  the  club.  Cyclists 
and  fishermen  of  the  Burton  Lane  Working  Men's 
Club,  York,  had  a  joint  outing  to  Newton-on-Ouse, 
and  both  cricket  and  angling  engaged  attention.  A 
few  fairly  good  weights  were  made,  W.  H.  Smith 
having  fish  scaling  1  lb.  ejoz.  ;  T.  Baxter,  second, 
1  lb.  fioz.  ;  H.  Pinkney,  third,  1  lb.  2oz.  ;  and  J.  F. 
Hare  and  J.  Stead  also  exceeded  1  lb.  Members  of 
the  George  IV.  A.A.  opened  the  season  at  Sutton, 
finding  the  Derwent  too  clean  for  successful  sport, 
and  poor  catches  followed.  E.  Watson  managed 
1  lb.  8^oz.,  and  W.  Henderson  and  W.  Ware  had 
1  lb.  1^0".  and  I  lb.  respectively.  Some  pike-fishing 
took  place  during  the  close  season,  and  several  local 
convictions  are  recorded.  The  Fishery  Board  have 
proceeded  against  an  angler  who  was  fishing  without 
a  licence  in  Be  dale  Beck,  and  he  had  Us.  costs  to 

pay-   

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Lake-fishing  has  been  productive  of  nice  sport  at 
salmon  and  trout  occasionally,  and  at  other  times 
practically  nothing  has  been  done.  In  many  places 
the  amount  of  rain  that  has  fallen  has  not  been 
sufficient  to  materially  affect  the  waters.  Sea-angling 
continues  to  give  good  sport — principally  at  pollack 
and  gurnard — at  several  places  on  the  Atlantic 
coast.  A  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Cork 
Anglers'  Association  was  held  last  week,  Mr.  S. 
Haynes  presiding.  Letters  were  read  from  the 
Inspector-General  and  County  Inspector  of  the 
R.I.C.,  thanking  the  association  for  a  resolution 
passed  at  a  recent  meeting.  It  was  arranged  for_ 
deputations  to  wait  at  earliest  possible  date  on  the 
owners  of  some  lakes  a  convenient  distance  from  the 
city,  with  a  view  of  renting  same  for  use  of  members. 
The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Cork  Fishery  Conser- 
vators was  held  last  week.  Alderman  Dale  presiding. 
The  chairman  stated  that  when  the  cheques  passed 
that  day  had  been  cashed,  their  bank  account 
'would  be  overdrawn  to  the  extent  of  £168.  In  that 
connection  a  letter  was  read  from  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction  (Fishery 
Branch),  in  reply  to  one  from  the  Board.  It  stated 
that  the  Department  were  prepared  to  make  a  con- 
tribution of  £22.5  to  the  general  fvmds  of  the  Conser- 
vators of  the  Cork  district,  provided  that  a  sum  of 
not  less  than  £75  was  raised  by  private  subscrip- 
tions for  the  same  purpose.  They  had  got  promises 
of  £43  6s.  The  Board  thought  the  offer  a  very 
generous  one. 

East  of  Ireland. 
The  Liffey  is  rather  low.  Below  Newbridge 
several  good  trout  were  killed  last  week,  up  to  3^1b., 
and  in  the  shallows  above  and  below  Athgarvan 
Bridge  some  successes  were  made,  the  killing  flies 
being  the  Stone  Fly — which  is  now  well  on — Wick- 
ham.  Hare's  Ear,  and  Green  Grouse.  Three  or 
four  hours'  heavy  rain  would  put  the  river  into 
fair  form.  The  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Technical  Instruction  for  Ireland  ha\  e  made  a  new 
bye-law  for  No.  3,  or  AVaterford  District,  prohibiting 
under  a  penalty  of  £5  for  such  an  offence,  the  use  of 
any  net  for  the  purpose  of  taking  fish  in  the  upper 
or  fresh-water  portions  of  the  River  Barrow  and  its 
tributaries,  save  landing-nets  for  use  solely  as 
auxiliary  to  fishing  legally  with  rod  and  line,  and 
save  nets  used  legally  for  capturing  eels. 

North  of  Ireland. 
Salmon  are  very  much  more  plentiful  in  the 
Bann,  and  the  grilse  are  beginning  to  come  in  from 
the  lower  waters.  During  the  past  week,  Mr.  R.  B. 
Shaw  and  Captain  Campbell  Johnston,  fishing  on 
Caronroe  water,  killed  twenty-one  salmon.  Mr. 
Henderson  and  Mr.  Carson  for  the  week  killed 
twelve.  Trout-fishing  at  Movanagher  and  else- 
where has  been  pretty  good.  Fishing  the  Bann  at 
Kilrea  from  June  13  to  18.  Mr.  J.  R.  T.  Mulholland. 
J. P.,  killed  seven  salmon,  161b..  14ilb..  I4ilb..  131b.. 
121b.,  U  lb.,  and  lOAlb.,  and  a  grilse  of  2Jlb. 
The  Mourne  is  rather  low  for  successful  fish- 
ing. Salmon  are  over  all  the  reaches  above  and 
below  Newtownstewart  in  fair  numbers,  and  with  a 
little  more  water  sport  would  be  good.  Since  last 
notes,  the  following  fish  were  killed  at  Newtown- 
stewart— Captain  Williams,  two,  and  Mr.  Dobson, 
two,  averaging  5lb.  to  61b.  The  tributaries  are  low 
and  trout-fi^hjng  indiffei-ent, 
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WHERE   TO  GO 


"  pleasant 
to  use  and  clean 
as  Eau  de  Cologne." 


PROTECTS 

from 

MOSQUITOES, 


IRMSTRONG'Sl 

(uoTATioNs.  WEYMOUTH 


\ Avail   Yourself  of\ 
this  Offer, 


SANDFLIES, 
MIDGES,  GNATS,  and  other 
riverside  pests. 

ITS  VALUE  has  been  PROVED 
AT  HOME  and  ABROAD. 

Pocket  Bottles,  Is.  2d. :  Larger  Spnnkler  Bot- 
tles, 2/.  3/3.  5/3.    The     Museatol  '  ipray 
4/9  ;  all  post,  free  fmm  the  Maker, 

FRANK  A.  ROGERS,  Chemist, 

327,  Oxford  Street,  London,  W. 

TO  DRY-FLY  MEN. 

FLYFLOAT 

(PAT.  PEOV.) 

"A  Wonderful  New  Dry-Fly  Floatep." 

"Floats  flies  'like  corks."— Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette,  11th  April. 

Makes  dry-fly  fishing  easy  and  pleasant.  One 
tli-essiiig  practically  permanent.    In  neat  bottle 
lor  the  pocket,  with  brush  and  directions,  1/1 
post  free  from 

J.  CRAIG,  1,  Lindsay  Road,  DUBLIN. 

THE  ROYAL  ROUTE. 

SUMIVIER  TOURS 

in  the  WESTERN  HIGHLANDS  and 
ISLANDS  OF  SCOTLAND 

BY  THE 

Royal  Mall  Steamers  of 
David  MacBrayne,  Ltd. 

'COLUMBA,'  'lONA,'  'CHIEFTAIN,'  &c. 
Officiai  Guide,  6<#. 

Tourist  Programme  free  by  ])ost  from  DAVin 


A    Seaside     Resort    which  has 
never  been  surpassed  for  Bath 
ing.      Boating,      Golfing,  and 
Amusements. 


On  receipt  of  remittance  or  banker's] 
reference  any  four  of  the  rods  or  reels 
quoted  below  will  be  sent  carriage 
paid  on  approval.  If  unsatis- 
factory we  will  pay  the  carriage 
back  and  refund  money  in  full.  It 
thus  costs  nothing-  to  test  the  value 
offered,  and  seeing-  and  trying  the 
actual  rod  is  better  than  reading  a 
hundred  catalogues.  Other  goods 
than  rods  or  reels  -wrill  be  exchanged 
if  not  approved. 


EXCELLENT  FISHING| 

Concerts     daily      by     Viennese  | 
Orchestra,    Military    and  Naval 
Bands. 


FISHERMEN 

AND  ALL  THOSE  TORMENTED  BY  MIDCES 
CNATS,  MOSQUITOES,  AND  INSECT  BITEs' 

SHOULD  VSE 


8AMBULINE 

OR,  ELDER.  CLYCERINE.gcHOMEy  JELl" 


■■An  elegant  prepuration  for  improvintttbcSkin  ail., 
keeping  itOuol  and  Befreghe.!.  i'rce  from  grouse  i,n. 
(.tu-kinc'ss.  It  allays  ii  ritatiim  caused  l.v  heat  or  ,  \- 
pnsnre  to  tlie  Sun  xvhilst  V\>^hmfir^r^Uhuni^^iTz.'Uc. 

Always  have  a  Tube  in  your  Creel  is 
the  practical  advice  of  the  well-known 
angler.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf.  Known 
Uf  Oliemistn  1,11,1  stmrs  in  metallic  tubes,  iB.,  or 

pi-ist  ti  L-e  lor  stamps  from 
OSBORNE.    BAUER     &  CHEESEMAN, 
19.  Golden  Square,  Regent  Street, 
London,  W. 


OSl 

L 


MacBrayne,  Ltd.,  119,  Hope  Street,  Glasgov 

Over  30  years'  success  as  the  infallible 
Bait  for  Roach,  Bream,  and  all  other 
bottom  fish,  has  made 

KING'S  NATURAL 
(PASTE)  BAIT 

An  absolute  necessity  to  every  AnoJer. 
Sticks  well  on  the  Hook.  Two  Colours.' 
White  and  Pink.   Packets  3d.  &  6d.  each. 

CE  Ft  oleum:. 

A  Copipound  of  Deer  and  Mutton  Fats, 
Bees'  Wax,  &e.  ' 
The  best  DRESSING  for  Lines  known. 
Cakes  6d.  and  is.  each. 

Of  TACKLE  DEALERS  at  home  and  abroad,  or 
direct  from  the  Maker. 

WILLXAIVI  KING, 

Chemist,  Woodlands,  St.  John's,  Ipswich.] 

PuSTACiE  E.XTRA. 


FLY  RODS, 

lOJ,  11,  and  12  ft.,  split  cane,  steel  centre 
two  tops,  cork  grip,  rubber  button,  lock 
joints,  snake  rings,  perfect  balance  and 
power,  our  own  make  throughout.  Usual 
[  price,  £5  5s. ;  present  price,  £3  5s. 

ENGLISH  SPLIT  CANE, 

10^  and  11  ft.,  cork  grip,  rubber  button  I 
lock  joints,  lovely  finish,  in  2  or  3  pieces 
with  spare  top,  40/-.  ' 

AMERICAN  SPLIT  CANE, 

Highest  class,  lOJ,  11,  and  12  ft.,  snake  1 
rings,  2  tops,  closely  whipped,  superb 
quality,  English  finish,  21/-. 

BROOK  OR  LADY'S  ROD, 

Lovely  split  cane,  8  to  10  ft.,  2  tops 
weight  4  to  6  ozs.,  charming  little  weapon^ 
every  angler  should  have  one  for  small  I 
streams.    Usual  price,  £4  is. ;  our  price 
42/-.  ^ 

The  same  rod  in  greenheart,  8  to  10  ft 
4J  to  7  ozs.,  32/6.  ' 

FLY  RODS, 

I  Greenheart,  highest  quality,  10|,  11,1 
and  12  ft.,  cork  or  pigskin  grips,  rubber 
button,  snake  rings,  look  joints,  best 
finish  and  quality,  perfect  balance  and 
action,  equal  to  anything  at  50/-  Price 
30/-. 

GREENHEART  FLY  RODS, 

lOJ,  11,  and  12  ft.,  2  tops,  snake  rings,! 
cork  grip,  well  finished,  grand  action,  15 /-.' 

GREENHEART, 

I  lOi,  11,  and  12  ft.,  1  top,  snake  rings, 
swelled  balanced  grip,  powerful  rods,  6 /6 


Send  postcard  to  Town  Clerk  fori 
Illustrated  Guide. 

TO  DRY  FLY  FISHERS. 

MUCILIN 

(KEOISTEKED). 

The  Finest  Preparation  for  making  lines 
and  flies  to  float.   Solid  for  lines,  liquid 
for  flies.   Clean  and  easy  to  use. 

p^l^f'"  "St  delicate  fibre  of 

Cotton,  Flax,  Silk,  or  Wool  ;  neither  oil  nor 
varnisli  line  proufings.  Finest  preparation  for 
dressing  pure  silk  lines  for  live  baiting  or  trolling. 
Sent  out  in  Tins  and  Bottles,  1/-  each. 

state  -wkni  ordeniit,  whether  Solid  or  Liquid. 

THOS.    ASPINALlI WHITE  BROTHERS, 


Cast  yoorEyeon  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
tor  9d.,  3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d..' 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 

WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powers 
„      ,  ,  „  .  — I'aving  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle, 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli! 
cation. 


(1N\ENT0K  AM)  SOLK  MAKKK), 

Analytical  and  Manufacturing  Chemist, 

CarKon  Street  Chemical  Works,  BOLTON. 


Fishing  Tackle  Manufaetupers, 
OMAOH.  IRELAND, 


'"*''.^^if,*rr„rir'''''l''''ESH  killed  trout. 


PATENT 

LIFE- SAVING 
WAISTCOAT. 

Onaranteed  to  keep  any  fully-dressed  Man  ... 
\V  Oman  afloat  for  4S  hours.  Adapted  liy  the 
la  niouth  Pilots  Association,  32  havin,,-  been 
ordered.  Impossible  to  sink.  Made  in  3  sizes 
small  medium,  and  large,  12/6  each.  Carriage 
paul  to  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
H.  H.  READ,  21,  Arwenack  St.,  Falmouth. 

THE  BEST  REMEOyI 

Fop  the  PREVENTION  OF  BITES 
FROM  MIDGES,  MOSQUITOES,  &e. 

RHODES* 


SALMON  RODS, 

Pine  greenheart,  double  cork  grips,  2  tops, 
lock  joints,  magnificent  balance  and 
action,  14  and  15  ft.,  45/- ;  16  and  18  ft., 
50/-.  ' 

STRONG  GREENHEART 
SALMON  RODS, 

—   — —  —  .  I  Swelled  handle,  good  finish,  1  top,  14 

CITY  OF  LONDON]  ^^"^      lo/^ ;    and  is  ft.,  16/& 

Piscatorial  Society. 

President  :—yi.T.  V.  B.  MILDMAY,  M.P. 
Meeting  at  7.30  p.m.,  Tuesday  in  each  week,  at 
Mason's  Hall  Tavern,  Coleman  Street,  E  C 
FISHING  WATER.S.  —  Colue,  Wiaysbury 
(S.W.R.)  and  Blackwater,  &c.  ;  Bishop's  Wick 
ham  and  Langford  (G.E.E.)  near  Maldon,  Essex. 
Membership  confers  all  customary  advantages 
of  a  high-class  Angling  Society,  including  access 
to  a  good  library.  Applications  to  Honorary 
Secretary,  as  above. 


Get  our  List  of  Steel 
Boats  and  Punts  that 
never  leak. 


Addeess  in  full:— 


otciBuary,  as  aoove.  I   

PROUT'S  ARMSTRONG 


Wi^'J^™^™v?l'5,1?/-  SOFTEN,  and  PRESERVE 
S^.T^i™^'-,  ''ASHING,  SHOOTING,  an.l  GOLFING 
BOOTS,  rendering  them  impervious  to  the  wet.preventing 
cold  and  damp  feet ;  also  HAENliSS.  HOSE,  liic 
<!4MPI  fO.         oiir  Exhibit .  Fraveo-liriliHh  Krldliiiimi. 

PER  POST.  Of  Bootmakers,  Stores,  &o. 

Id.  to  1/6  PER  BOX. 

25,  Beak  street,  W 


DUBBINI 


AND  CO., 

Sporting  Gun  Dept., 
115,  N'LAND  STREET, 
NEWCASTLE-ON  -TYNE. 


A  perfect  Skin  Food.    Prevents  Sunburn,  and  is 
invaluable  fur  the  coniple.vion. 
1/2  and  2/3  each,  post  free,  of  Chemists. 


RHODES' 

"UNIVERSAL"  WATERPROOFING 
AND  PRESERVATIVE  FLUID, 

For  Fishing  Boots,  Field  Boots,  Harness 
and  all  Leather  Goods. 

1,2  and  2/3  each,  post  free,  of  Dealers,  or 
W.&R.  HATRICK&CO..  158.  Renfield  St., Glasgow 


IRELAND. 


LOUGH  ARROW. 

For  particular.s  re  fishing-,  and  com 
fortable  accomodation  100  yaids 
from  lake,  apply  George  Achesox, 
Arrow  Lodge,  Boyle. 


"PHELPS"  FISH  CARRIER. 

No  more  Dirty  Bottom  Boards  and  Boats. 
Decidedly  useful  contrivance." — Field. 
One  of  the  handiest  dodges."— ^'is/ii»i{7  Gazette. 
Most  ingenious,  simple  net  carrier." — Yachting 
Monthly. 

ALL  FISHERMEN  SHOULD  HAVE  ONE. 
Price  5/6,  carriage  paid. 

HEARDER&SON,  ^'''"^itl^^^X'""' 

195,  Union  Street,  Plymouth.     Estd.  1770. 
GUIDE  TO  PISHING  - (Illustrated)  gratis. 


TWO=YEAR^OLD  TROUT 

from  Jib.  to  Jib.  weight.  Guaranteed 
cockle  fed,  giving  a  delicious  flavour. 
Any  quantity  forwarded  at  short  notice. 
Price  1/6  per  lb.  — The  Anderton 
Hall  Fishbby,  Horwich,  Lanes. 


i  7(almonIishin6 

Instruction 

^^^^1  by  cJ.<J.HAROy 

■^■B    HOW  TO  BE  .SUCCEj^FULj 
Post  free  \  HOW  TO  FL1E5 
O^B^%nr\  "0>VTO  USE  THEM  / 

UIMITEO         X..  MUCH.  / 


Pears 


No  impurity  in  Pears' 
Soap. 

Economical  in  use 

It  wears  out  only  for  your 
comfort  and  cleanliness. 

Sold  in  every  land. 


June  27,  1908 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

1j,  G.  Birch. — No  licences  required  for  either  river 
,  H 11  mention. 

Constant  Rbadeb. — Of  the  two  places  you 
11  me.  Littlehanipton  would  be  the  best  at  this  season 
if  the  year. 


Xetters  to  the  lEbitor. 

iWe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

FISHING  IN  FRANCE. 

Should  any  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  think  of 
fisliing  on  the  River:Sarthe,  referred  to  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  last  week,  I  shall  be  glad  if  they  will  com- 
iiiunioate  with  me  before  going,  to  prevent  disap- 
pointment. Editor  F.G. 

"  FISHING  IN  FRANCE  '  —A  WARNING. 

Deab  Sir, — In  spite  of  ray  exposure  last  year  of 
his  misrepresentations  of  the  fisliing  in  the  Sarthe, 
and  your  comments  thereon,  "  An  Englishman  " 
seems  to  have  again  obtained  the  insertion  of  one 
of  his  stereotyped  puffs  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
June  20.  His'letters  are  always  word  for  word  the 
same — "  broad  as  the  Thames  at  Cookham  "  ;  •'  a 
\iv"in  river,"  etc.  As  one  who  knows  how  this 
'■  virgin  river  "  is  harried  by  nets  and  fixed  engines, 
I  strongly  ad\'is6  yom-  readers  to  stick  to  Cool^ham 
or  other  spots  on  the  Thames,  where  they  will  catch 
many  more  fish  of  much  greater  weight  than  at  the 
-  places  "  An  Englishman  "  alludes  to,  and  where  the 
accommodation  at  the  humblest  inn  will  be  pre- 
ferable. — Yours  truly,  Veeax. 

[Tlie  name  of  "  The  Englishman  in  France  "  is 
Napoleon  Argles  ;  he  seems  to  have  hypnotised  our 

•  staff  "into  publishing  his  misleading  accounts  of 
fishing  near  "  Morannes."  Last  August  I  apologised 
for  putting  in  his  letter,  and  now  I  have  to  do  so 
again.  "  Verax  "  is  an  old  personal  friend  who  has 
visited  the  district  described,  and  it  is  clear  that 
only  disappointment  awaits  the  English  angler  who 
follows  the  advice  of  Mr.  Napoleon  Argles. — Ed.] 

THE  PORT  OF  LONDON  BILL. 
Dear  Sir, — It  is  reported  that  the  Minister  in 
charge  of  the  Port  of  London  Bill  has  consented  to 
appoint  an  extra  member  on  the  Board  to  represent 
angling,  boating,  and  swimming  clubs  ;  but  this 
can  scarcely  be  considered  a  satisfactory  arrange- 
ment, as  the  interests  of  the  respective  bodies  are 
in  some  respects  inimical,  and  it  would,  therefore, 
be  most  desirable  to  have  a  representative  solely  for 
'  anglers,  preserving  for  their  use  (as  well  as  for  the 
public)  access  to  the  river  and  freedom  of  towpath, 
etc.  As  the  angling  eommimity  is  a  large  one,  there 
is  no  doubt,  if  they  energetically  support  the  Thames 
Preservation  League,  they  will  gain  this  point, 
otherwise  there  is  a  good  chance  of  their  losing  the 
rights  or  privileges  they  have  en,joyed  from  time 
immemorial. — ^Yours  truly,       Thames  Angler. 

[There  is  much  to  be  said  in  favour  of  the  argu- 
ments of  our  correspondent.  I  should  like  to  see  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society  represented, 

•  and  also  a  representative  of  the  up-river  angling 
■  associations. — Ed.] 

THE  NEW  PORT  OF  LONDON  BILL. 
Dear  Sir, — No  doubt,  as  you  very  rightly  point 
out.  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board  has  done  a 
good  deal  for  the  Thames  as  a  great  water-highway 
and  as  the  chief  source  of  London's  water  supply. 

But,  for  the  Thames  as  a  pleasure  resort,  whether 
from  lack  of  will  or  lack  of  power,  they  have  done 
a  good  deal  less  than  might  reasonably  have  been 
expected  of  them. 

Although  the  riparian  owner  may  not  Ije  alto- 
■iether  the  ravening  ogre  he  is  sometimes  made  out 
to  be,  there  is  no  doubt  that  his  motto  is  "'  Odi 
lirofanum  vulgns  et  arceo."  He  hates  the  profane 
crowd,  and  wards  them  off  by  chains  (often  of 
doubtful  legality)  across  liis  backwaters.  The  riaht 
t<i  fisli  is  often  challenged  l)y  hiui  on  grounds  which 
liii'iht  not  bear  scrutiny  in  the  courts  if  those  con- 
cciaed  could  afford  time  and  money  to  contest 
tliem.  In  an  age  when  Stonehenge  has  been 
enclosed,  and  even  the  Giant's  Causeway  s'lrrounded 
by  iron  palings,  there  is  surely  some  need  for  a 
))ublic  body  which  will  stand  between  the  people 
of  London  and  those  who  seek  to  debar  them  from 
access  to  and  enjoyment  of  their  ri\'er.  and  which 
will  preserve  its  amenities  undiminislied  for  them. 

Anglers  who  spend  botli  time  and  money  in  re- 
stocking the  river  have  a  special  claim  to  considera- 
tion, and  a  special  m.oti\  e  for  doing  all  they  can  to 
ensure  that  the  new  Board  which  is  to  take  the 
place  of  the  present  one  under  the  Port  of  London 


Bill  shall  represent,  as  far  as  possible,  all  the 
interests  concerned. 

They  should  make  it  their  business  to  see  that 
it  is  armed  with  the  necessary  powers  to  do  what 
is  needed,  and  that  it  Adequately  represents  those 
who  wish  these  powers  to  be  exercised. — Yours  truly, 

Leonard  Crossle. 

ri  can  only  say  that,  when  the  new  Board  is 
appointed,  1  hope  it  will  do  its  work  as  well  in 
every  way  as  the  present  Thames  Conservancy.  As 
an  angler,  and  member  of  the  old  Thames  Rights 
Defence  Association,  and  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society,  I  can  for  nearly  thirty  years 
remember  nothing  but  courteous  consideration  of 
anglers'  interests  on  the  part  of  the  Thames  Con 
servancy. — Ed.] 

FLY-CASTING  RECORD— A  CORRECTION. 
Dear  Sir,— I  would  feel  obUged  if  you  would 
please  correct  a  mistake  which  appears  in  the 
extract  printed  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  June  13, 
taken  from  a  San  Francisco  paper,  in  which  it  was 
stated  that  my  fly-casting  record  with  a  1.5ft.  rod 
had  been  broken  at  the  recent  fly  and  bait  casting 
tournament  promoted  by  the  Anglers'  Club  of  New 
York.  I  wish  to  inform  you  that  I  have  never 
competed  at  a  tournament  or  given  an  exhibition 
of  casting  with  a  15ft.  rod.  My  best  casting 
performance  with  a  short  double-handed  rod  is  that 
of  42  yards,  length  of  rod  14ft.,  a  record  which  I 
was  allowed  to  make  through  the  kindness  of  the 
An'^lers'  Club  of  New  York  at  their  tournament  in 
Central  Park  (on  Harlem  Lake),  October,  1906, 
and  which  record  I  am  hoping  ere  long  to  blot  out. 
—Yours  truly,  John  Enright 

(Champion  Caster  of  the  World). 

FISHING  AT  TOWYN,  MERIONETH. 
Dear  Sir,— Seeing  "  Olive  Dun's"  query  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  I  may  mention  that  having  read 
such  wonderful  accounts  in  the  guide-books  of  the 
fishing  in  this  district,  I  went  there  for  two  weeks 
in  July,  1902.  and  was  very  disappointed.  You  can 
obtain  all  lackle  and  particulars  from  Mr.  Roberts, 
a  chemist  in  the  town,  also  a  hcence  for  the  Dovey, 
Mawddach,  and  Glaslyn  Fishery  district  (Is.)  ;  and 
a  fishing  ticket  for  the  season  for  the  Dolaugwyn 
Estate  (2s.  6d.).  The  shilhng  ticket  covers  the 
Dysynni  river,  which  is  not  much  good  in  July.  The 
half-crown  one  takes  you  to  a  brook  which  runs  just 
below  Abergwynolwyn  Station  on  the  "  toy  railway," 
as  they  caU  it  ;  it  can  be  followed  on  to  Dolgoch. 
This  brook  is  not  wide  enough  or  sufficiently  deep 
in  most  parts  to  afford  any  sport,  and  when  you  do 
find  a  deeper  hole  it  is  so  overgrown  with  trees  that 
it  is  impos?ibl6  to  get  a  fly  out,  and  you  have  to 
resort  to  dabbing  with  a  short  line  and  a  natural  fly 
on,  and  landing  your  fish  in  these  close  surroundings 
is  better  imagined  than  explained.  I  did  not  visit 
Talyllyn  Lake,  ten  miles  away,  but, from  what  other 
ano-lers  told  me,  should  think  it  is  worth  a  visit. — 
Yours  truly,  Chas.  Binns. 

FISHING  AT  TOWYN,  WALES. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  inquiry  of  "  OUve  Dun 
re  fishing  at  Towyn,  the  writer  is  glad  to  give  what 
information  is  necessary.  There  is  fair  fishing  for 
both  sea  and  brown- trout  in  the  River  Dysynni.  The 
best  month  now  is  September.  There  is  plenty  of 
accommodation  in  Towyn,  and  the  river  bank  can 
be  easily  reached  in  fifteen  minutes.  Wlien  the  tide 
serves  there  is  also  good  pollack-fishing  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river  ;  it  is  necessary,  however,  to  wade  out 
as  far  as  the  rocks.  The  writer  found  a  big  red  fly, 
bougiit  locally,  the  best  bait.  If  Miss  Roberts,  of 
Rlu-iiygarnedd  Farm,  is  able  to  accommodate 
'■  Olive  Dun."  he  will  find  a  real  home  from  home  ; 
the  house  is  on  the  river  bank,  and  fishing  can  be 
commenced  from  the  gate.  He  can  also  obtain  a 
boat  at  a  modest  sum.  The  fishing  is  free  from  the 
mouth  of  the  river  to  a  point  where  a  tributary 
empties  itself,  and  the  point  is  marked  ;  above  that 
to  the  bridge,  a  special  ticket  imist  be  procured.  II 
"  Olive  Dun"  can  arrange  lor  anyone  to  drive  him 
to  the  Bird  Rock  he  will  find  good  fishing  for  seven 
miles,  and  a  fast  stream,  and  can  fish  from  thence 
home..  No  wading  is  necessary,  and  there  is  good 
casting  ground  all  the  way.  1  beUeve  the  ticket  for 
fishing  from  the  rock  to  the  bridge  is  2s.  lid.  a  day, 
and  there  is  also  about  a  mile  of  water  (private) 
which  is  excluded,  and  the  ovnaers  never  gi\  e  permis- 
sion ;  although  in  this  streamy  water  the  fish  run 
small,  there  are  plenty  of  them.  Permits  are  to  be 
bought  from  the  tackle-shop,  I  cannot  recall  the 
name,  end  here  he  can  also  get  suitable  flies,  but  1 
found  a  "  Cochy  "  dressed  by  Walbran,  of  Leeds, 
the  most  successful  lure.  Waders  are  nowhere  essen- 
tial, except  for  the  pollack,  but  they  are  useful  and 
allo  w  one  to  get  nearer  the  water  in  certain  parts.  I 
would  suggest  that  after  heavy  rain  to  tr>-  a  worm  : 
itis  at  times  a  very  successful  bait.  If  Olive  Dun  " 
doesnot  meet  with  a  lot  of  sport,  he  will  enjoy  himself 
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unmonsely  by  the  banks  of  a  lo  voly/river,  sor/o;mdod 
on  every  hand  by  magnificent  scenery.  Ano<;ca«i/)i,«_al 
day  spent  fishing  the  stream  at  LlwyhgVril  will  , 
result  in  two  or  three  dozen  brook  trout — probably 
lore  if  he  hits  a  day  when  the  rain  water  is  tumbling 
down. — Yours  truly,  Blue  Quill. 

FREE   SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING 

IN  ICELAND. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  bo  mu(!h  obliged  if  any  of 
your  readers  who  have  had  recent  experience  of 
fishing  in  Iceland  could  tell  me  what  free  fishing 
there  is  there  (salmon  or  trout),  and  whether  it  is 
necessary  to  take  tents  and  provisions  from  FJngland. 
I  should  be  glad  of  any  information,  as  I  think  of 
making  my  first  trip  there  this  August.— Yours 
ti-uly,  E.  H.  Russell. 

[A  friend,  who  was  fishing  in  Iceland  some  seasons 
ago,  kindly  gives  me  the  following  for  Mr.  Russell. 
Perhaps  some  other  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
will  kindly  supplement  it — "  The  only  guide  1 
know  was  the  man  I  had — Wilhalmur  Finsen— - 
who  was  excellent,  but  he  may  not  be  doing  this 
work  now.    There  would  be  no  harm  in  writing  to 
him  at  Reykjavik,  and  if  my  name  were  mentioned 
I  am  sure  he  would  do  his  best,  failing  himself,  to 
recommend  someone  else.    There  is  very  little  free 
salmon-fishing,  except  on  the  northern  side,  which 
is  rather  inaccessible.    The  best  trout-fishing  near 
the  capital  is  on  the  Sog  (Is.  per  day  when  I  was 
there),  about  one  and  a  half  day's  ride  from  the 
capital.    I  should  anyhow  advise  provisions  being 
taken  out.    Accommodation  can  usually  be  arranged 
on  the  farms  by  rivers,  and  only  a  large  party  would 
require  tents.    Most  of  the  rentable  rivers  have 
fishermen's  huts  built  on  them.    The  proprietor 
of  the  hotel  at  Reykjavik  would  probably  be  able 
to  give  some  up-to-date  information  (Julius  Jorgen- 
sen).    I  believe  my  article  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
was  about  August  or  September,  1902.  Conditions 
may  have  altered  out  there  in  six  years,  but  any 
information  I  can  give  I  shall  be  very  pleased  to. 
Many  thanks.     I  should  much  like  to  try  your 
'  gnat  worrier.'     I  have    been  well  bitten."  In 
the  article  on  fishing  in  Iceland  referred  to,  my 
friend  dilated  on  the  terrible  nuisance  the  black 
files,  etc.,  are  on  many  of  the  waters  in  Iceland. 
I  asked  if  he  had  ever  tried  "  Muscatel,"  and  as  he 
has  not  I  am  sending  some  of  what  I  consider  an 
immense  boon  to  anglers   who  fish  where  midges 
and  mosquitoes  have  to  be  faced.    It  is  not  greasy 
at  all,  and  the  proprietor,  Mr.  F.  A.  Rogers,  chemist, 
327,  Oxford-street,  tells  me  there  is  no  reason  why 
it  should  not  be  used  with  the  lotions  or  creams 
used  for  sunburn.    I  have  used  Calvert's  CarVjolic 
tooth-powder  as  long  as  I  can  remember  it,  and  yet 
have  only  just  foimd  out  that  it  cleans  gold  and 
silver  tinsel,  etc.,  which  is  tarnished,   and  also 
stops  the  irritation  of  gnat-bites  if  rubbed  in. — Ed.] 

TROUT-FISHING  IN  THE  ISLE  OF  MAN. 
Dear  Sib, — I  am  spending  a  fortnight,  commen- 
cing July  4  next,  at  Port  Erin,  Isle  of  Man.  As  a 
novice  I  should  be  very  much  indebted  to  any  of 
your  readers  who  would  be  good  enough  to  tell  me 
(1)  where  the  best  trout-fishing  in  the  island  is  to  be 
had  ;  and  (2)  where  there  is  good  fishing  (preferably 
trout)  near  Port  Erin. 

Any  information  as  to  the  best  flies  to  use  there 
at  that  time  or  other  particulars  will  be  very  much 
appreciated.— Yours  truly,         J.  H.  Pearson. 

BOOKS, BY  AMERICAN  ANGLERS. 
Dear  Sir, — We  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  two 
valuable  books  we  have  just  published,  and  which 
we  think  will  interest  you. 

"  Big  Game  at  Sea."  by  Prof.  C.  F.  Holder,  is  a 
most  eiitertaining  volume  of  adventure  with  the 
giant  inhabitants  of  the  deep  sea.  It  contains,  in 
addition  to  Mr.  Holder's  stirring  adventures,  a 
great  deal  of  interesting  matter  concerning  the 
habits  and  ways  of  great  fish.  Mr.  Holder's 
exploits  have  been  so  many  and  varied  that  the 
story  of  them  is  as  fascinating  and  as  exciting  as 
romance.  The  sport,  too,  has  that  touch  of  danger 
which  makes  the  hunting  of  big  game  on  land  so 
fascinating  to  the  red-blooded  man.  ■ 

Favourite  American  Fish  and  Fishing  "  is  by 
Dr.  J.  A.  Henshall,  who  is  without  doubt  one  of  the 
foremost  authorities  in  the  world  on  this  subject. 
The  author  in  this  book  writes  principally-  of  the 
inland  game  fish,  such  as  the  trout,  the  bass,  and 
the  grayling,  but  he  has  a  more  lengthy  chapter  on 
the  fisli  found  in  Florida.  The  work  is  admirably 
written,  the  author  possessing  that  rare  combina- 
tion— familiarity  with  his  suljject  and  excellency  of 
style. — Yours  truly. 

New  York.        The  Outing  Publlshing  Co. 

FISHING  AT  GWEEDORE  IN  DONEGAL. 
Dear  Sir, — Seeing  that  Mr.  Dudney  wants  fishing 
in  Donegal,  I  should  like  to  draw  his  attention  to  a 
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delicti ^''P'^^i^**'®  '^^^rt  of  the  Donegal  Highlands 
vTaJiSs  place  IS  (^rweedore.  There  are  two  loughs  close 
\  ^  to  theljotel.  a  particularly  comfortable  one  (which 
has  Recently  been  enlarged  and  improved),  where 
hne  baskets  of  brown  trout  can  be  had.  The  River 
Clady.  which  ^ows  past  the  hotel,  is  one  of  the  best 
salmon  nvers  in  the  North  of  Ireland.  The  sea  is 
about  four  miles  away,  and  I  have  no  doubt  sea- 
fishing  could  be  arranged  for.  but  I  have  no  expe- 
rience of  that  branch.  A  narrow-gauge  railway  nms 
from  Londonderry  to  Gweedore  and  thence  to 
Burton  Port,  a  terminus  on  the  coast.  The  hotel  is 
about  three  minutes'  walk  from  the  station  ;  in  fact 
Gweedore  is  far  more  accessible  than  a  great  many 
places  in  Donegal,  and  it  makes  an  excellent  centre 
for  fishing  most  of  the  loughs  in  the  Highlands  A 
bicycle  would  be  a  great  help.— Yours  truly 

D.  B. 

HALIBUT  TAKES  SPINNING  BAIT. 

Deae  Sib, — I  wrote  recently  to  your  paper 
saying  I  doubted  whether  halibut  were  taking  a 
spinning-bait  in  Santa  Catalina  waters.  While  under 
sail  of  Carrn-na-Muckie  on  this  coast,  on  June  16  in 
a  heavy  swell,  fishing  for  pollack  with  a  fly  my 
boatman,  John  Morran,  caught  and  brought  on 
board  a  ling  of  about  71b.  Was  not  that  curious  ' 
No  one  has  ever  heard  of  such  a  thing.  No  mackerel 
on  the  hand-line  yet ;  plenty  of  mullet  here,  but 
cannot  get  them. — Yours  truly, 

Kerry,  June  18.  Ian  L.  Stewart. 

SOME  "DAPPING"  QUERIES 
Dear  Sir, — I  was  much  interested  in  an  article 
on  dappmg  with  the  natural  fly  on  Irish  loughs 
which  appeared  last  week  in  the  Field,  and  which 
was,  no  doubt,  read  by  many  other  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  To  my  sorrow,  be  it  said,  I  have 
had  no  practical  experience  in  dapping,  and  what  I 
know  on  the  subject  is  gleaned  from  reading  the 
experience  of  others  ;  but  some  of  the  advice  given 
in  the  article  referred  to  is,  to  me  at  any  rate,  so  new 
—not  to  say  startling— that  I  should  be  glad  to 
know  if  the  experience  of  the  writer  of  the  article 
is  also  that  of  others.  The  points  which  particularly 
struck  me  were  : — 

( 1)  If  the  fish  gets  under  the  boat,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  line  fouling  the  bottom  of  the  boat,  thrust  the 
point  of  your  rod  into  the  water  after  the  fish  and 
work  It  round  the  boat  to  the  other  side,  taking 
care  lest  you  break  the  rod.  Now  I  have  always 
been  schooled  to  "  keep  the  point  of  your  rod  up 
at  any  price"  (with  exception  of  jumping  fish  in 
which  case  opmions  seem  to  differ),  and  I  should 
have  thought  that  the  danger  of  pointing  your  rod 
down  after  the  fish  would  not  lie  so  much  in  the  rod 
breaking  as  in  the  fish  getting  that  fatal  straight 
pull  on  the  reel  with  the  almost  inevitable  breakage 
of  the  gut.  ° 

(2)  Should  you  drop  your  net  overboard  and  lose 
the  same,  when  your  fish  is  played  out,  bring  him 
to  the  surface  within  reach  and  bang  him  with  a 
boat-stretcher,  at  the  same  instant  lowering  the 
point  of  the  rod.  This  stuns  or  kills  the  fish,  and  it 
can  then  be  "  collected."  Now,  personally,  I  think 
that  the  party  responsible  for  the  loss  of  the  net 
ought  to  be  smitten  with  the  boat-stretcher  •  but 
putting  that  on  one  side  this  really  does  seem  a 
handy  (and,  to  me,  quite  new)  tip  for  landing  a 
fish  in  the  absence  of  both  net  and  sloping  bank 
but  without  practice  it  would,  I  think,  require  a 
deal  of  courage  to  try  it  for  the  first  time  on  the  fish 
of  a  lifetime.  | 

(3)  With  reference  to  the  vexed  question  of  the 
right  time  to  strike,  the  writer  says  either  strike  on 
the  instant  of  the  rise  or  wait  till  the  fish  has  turned 
and  started  downwards.  There  is  nothing  I  believe 
particularly  new  in  this,  though  I  gather  the  majority 
of     dap  '  anglers  advocate  the  latter  method  or 
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occasionally.  (3)  I  cannot  follow  the  philosophy 
of  this  either  ;  and  it  is  likely  if  you  strike  before 
the  big  trout  has  had  time  to  shut  his  mouth  and 
begin  to  go  down  or  On.  you  will  not  hook  him  — 
Ed.] 


FISHING  NEAR  SYSTON,  LEICESTERSHIRE. 

Dear  Sir,^As  I  Intend  to  spend  a  fortnight 
during  July  or  August  in  this  district,  I  should  be 
glad  if  any  of  your  readers  could  give  me  any 
particulars  as  to  the  trout  or  coarse  fishing  obtain- 
able in  the  Syston  district  of  Leicestershire— radius 
twenty  miles  ;  also  any  hints  as  to  quarters,  baits,  or 
flies. — Yours  truly,  g 

CASE  FOR  BREEDING  GENTLES. 
Dear  Sir, — Within  the  last  two  years  I  have 
seen  advertised  a  patent  tin  case  for  breeding  gentles 
m,  but  cannot  now  find  out  where  they  are  to  be 
obtained.  I  shall  be  greatly  obliged  if  any  of  your 
readers  can  inform  me  on  the  subject. — Yours  truly, 

R.  Greville.  ' 

FISHING  NEAR  LONDON. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent, 
Rural,  re  good  fishing  within  an  hour's  train  ride 
froni  London,  I  should  certainly  recommend  him 
to  visit  the  River  Lea  at  a  reach  about  a  mile  and 
»  from  Broxbourne  Station,  known  as  King's 
Vyeir.  This  is  a  private  fishery,  and  is  delightfully 
situated.  The  address  of  the  lessee  is  :  The  King's 
Weir,  near  Wormley,  Herts.  There  is  excellent 
accommodation  at  the  Queen's  Head,  Wormley  a 
short  walk  from  the  river,  the  charges  for  which  are 
most  reasonable. — Yours  truly,         L.  H.  Baly. 

FISHING  IN  NORTH-WEST  IRELAND. 
Dear  Sir,— Replying  to  an  inquiry  in  the  Fiahinq 
hazette  for  good  quarters  in  the  north-west  of 
Ireland,  I  would  strongly  recommend  your  corre- 
spondent to  try  the  Anglers'  Hotel,  Pontoon 
CO.  Mayo,  advertised  in  your  paper.  I  am  not  long 
home  from  there,  where  I  have  very  often  stayed 
before,  and  for  comfortable  quarters,  every  atten- 
tion, and  good  fishing,  either  for  fly  or  troll,  I  con- 
sider this  place  difficult  to  beat.  I  have  often  heard 
similar  views  expressed  by  ladies  and  gentlemen  I 
have  met  there,  and  I  never  recollect  hearing  a 
reasonable  complaint. 

It  is  four  miles  from  Foxford  Station  (where 
Connemara  tourist  tickets  are  available  for  two 
months),  is  literally  on  the  shores  of  Lough  Cullen, 
and  about  a  mile  either  walking  or  by  water  of  the 
best  end  of  Lough  Conn.  The  trout  in  both  these 
lakes  are  large  and  show  exceptionally  good  sport. 
Salmon  and  grilse  are  more  numerous  this  year  than 
usual,  m  consequence  of  the  nets  at  Foxford  being 
taken  off.  Very  big  pike  are  caught,  and  I  have  seen 
many  over  201b.  weight  brought  in,  and  even  over 
301b.  One  of  the  latter  was  taken  recently  within 
five  minutes'  row  of  the  "  Anglers'." 

There  is  no  sea-fishing  near,  but  a  large  tract  of 
shooting;  on  this  point,  however,  I  have  had  no 
experience.  Mr.  Healy,  the  genial  proprietor,  would 
gladly  give  the  necessary  information,  and  he  may 
be  thoroughly  relied  on. 

He  finds  first-class  safe  boats  and  experienced, 
keen,  and  most  obliging  boatmen.  Everything  is 
clean  and  good,  and  terms  are  very  reasonable.— 
Yours  truly,  S.  S  M 


not  to  strike  at  all.  What  is,  I  think,  original  is  the 
reason  given  for  not  striking  in  the  interval  between 
the  rise  and  descent.  As  I  understand  it,  the  reason 
is  that  if  you  strike  in  this  interval  the  fish  will 
observe  your  antics.  The  philosophy  of  this  argument 
IS.  however,  not  quite  so  clear.  AVhat  is  the  upshot 
of  the  fish  seeing  the  strike  ?  Does  the  writer  mean 
to  imply  that  the  trout  seeing  the  strike  has  time 
to  eject  the  hook  before  the  line  has  time  to  tighten 
or  does  he  mean  that  in  the  event  of  missing  hini 
the  angler  loses  all  chance  of  his  coming  again  to  a 
fresh  "  dap  "  ? — Yours  truly, 

J"^®  21.  Mountain  Lamb. 

r(l)  Under  certain  conditions  in  boat-fishing  your 
only  chance  of  avoiding  a  smash  is  to  do  just  as 
directed  m  the  Field  article— that  is,  clear  the  line 
by  putting  the  rod  point  into  the  water  not  of 
course,  vertically,  but  at  a  sufficient  angle  to  keep 
some  strain  on  the  line,  till  you  can  get  it  round  and 
clear  of  the  boat.  It  is  a  case  of  the  exception  to  the 
rule  being  necessary  in  an  emergency.  (2)  Here 
again,  to  hit  the  fish  in  the  way  described  may  be 
the  only  chance  ;  if  so,  you  must  take  it  it  is  done 


FISHING  IN  DONEGAL  IN  SEPTEMBER. 
Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  Mr.  A.  H.  Dudney's 
letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  June  20  re  fishing  in 
Donegal,  I  would  recommend  him  to  write  to  Mrs 
Johnston,  St.  Columb's  Hall,  Church  Hill,  Letter- 
kenny.  There  is  good  lake-fishing  there  (salmon  and 
brown  trout)  ;  also  salmon-fishing  on  the  Lennon, 
but  no  sea-fishing. — Yours  truly,  E.  G. 

THE  BEST  FLIES  FOR  COALFISH. 
Dear  Sir, — If  you  or  one  of  your  readers  could 
advise  me  as  to  what  are  the  best  flies  to  use  for 
coalfish,  I  should  be  obliged. 

When  at  Portrush  two  years  ago  1  was  told  that 
good  sport  is  to  be  had  with  these  fish  by  using  the 
fly,  but  omitted  to  learn  what  particular  type  is 
most  deadly.  The  fish  is  locally  known  as 
glashen,"  or  "  glassen."  I  have  had  good  baskets 
of  these,  and  also  pollack  (locally  "  fythe  ")  and 
wrasse  (locally  "  merren  "),  and  found  the  best  bait 
to  be  a  small  species  of  ragworm,  found  in  a  parti- 
cular portion  of  the  harbour.  There  are  many  very 
large  mullet  which  keep  to  the  harbour,  but  though 
I  tempted  them  in  many  ways  had  no  success. — 
Yours  truly,  Portrush. 

f  MR.  SPURR'S  "  PRIEST." 

De.vr  Sir, — I  notice  in  your  footnote  to  my 
letter,  which  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
June  20,  referring  to  the  "priest,"  you  wrote: 


"Mr.  Spurr  puts  '  2  '  at  the  end  of  the  first  inch 
i  at  the  end  of  the  second  inch,  and  so  on  " 
However,  you  must  please  excuse  me,  but  I  fear 
that  you  have  made  a  slight  mistake,  which  I  will 
try  to  point  out. 

In  sketch  No.  1,  enclosed,  which  exactly  repre- 
sents the  tool  you  received,  no  doubt  you  will 
see  that  the  figures  are  stamped  (inch  mark)  on 
each  in  proper  order,  only  they  are  a  little  nearer 
one  side  than  the  other.  However,  I  only  stamped 
a  tew  in  this  manner,  the  remainder  of  my  stock 
being  marked  in  the  centre  of  each  inch  mark  as 
per  sketch  No.  2,  which  I  think  is  quite  plain 'for 
anyone  to  see.  I  hope  you  will  find  this  a  safs- 
trtctory  explanation.— Yours  truly,  A  Spurr 
104.  Oxford-street,  Werneth, 
Oldham,  Lanes. 

[In  the  neat  little  "  priest  "  Mr.  Spurr  sent  me 
the^ig.  2,  indicating  2In.,  is  stamped  as  close  as  he 
could  put  it  to  the  end  of  the  first  inch,  and  so  on 
—quite  a  misleading  way  of  marking,  especially  for 
anglers,  who  do  not,  as  a  rule,  give  their  fish  short 
measure.  However,  as  Mr.  Spurr  is  marking  others, 
all  he  has  to  do  is  to  place  the  figures  near  the  end  of 
each  inch  farthest  from  the  handle. — Ed.] 

FISHING  IN  ANGLESEY. 
Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  "  White  Moth "  re 
Fishing  in  Anglesey,"  I  should  like  to  say  that 
Maelog  Lake,  at  Rhosneigr,  is  the  nearest  lake 
and  used  at  one  time  to  be  a  very  good  trout  lake' 
but  has  now  fallen  off  considerably  owing  to  perch 
and  roach  having  got  in.  Llyn  Coron,  close  to 
Bodorgan  Station,  is  a  good  trout  lake,  and  some 
nice  baskets  have  been  made  this  season.  Visitors 
staying  at  the  hotel  at  Valley  are  allowed  to  fish 
rraffwU  Lake,  which  contains  trout  and  perch  (the 
latter  very  numerous). 

There  are  two  good  little  trout  streams,  the  Alaw 
three  miles  from  Valley,  and  the  Crigyll,  close  to 
the  village  of  Bryngwran,  and  four  miles  and  a  half 
from  Valley. 

These  streams  yield  small  fish,  with  an  occasional 
i-pounder  or  so,  and  do  best  with  a  fresh  and  a 
south-west  wind.  Bass  fishing  can  be  had  at  four- 
mile  Bridge,  Valley,  and  at  the  railway  sluice  ;  also 
on  the  coast  at  Aberffraw. 

Last  year  the  bass  fishing  was  quite  good  the 
largest  I  got  was  7  Jib. 

Good  conger  fishing  is  to  be  had  pretty  well  all 
round  the  rocky  part  of  the  coast.— Yours  truly, 
W.  Glynne  Edwards. 

FISHING  IN  LOUGH  ERNE. 
Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent  re 
fishing  in  Lough  Erne,  I  believe  there  is  good  trout- 
fishing  at  the  Belleek  end  of  the  lough.  I  fished 
Lough  Erne  for  ten  days  at  the  beginning  of  this 
month— near  Blaney— six  miles  down  the  lough 
from  Enniskillen.  There  was  a  very  good  rise  of 
May  Fly,  but  very  few  trout.  I  got  a  few  trout 
trolling,  and  some  small  pike  and  perch  on  gudgeon 
and  natural  minnow.  The  whole  of  this  part  of  the 
ough  IS  covered  with  set  nets,  night-lines,  cross- 
lines,  and  others. — Yours  truly,  W.  F.  E. 

WARM  WATERPROOF  FISHING  BOOTS.  ' 
Dear  Sir,— Referring  to  Mr.  J.  W.  Parkin's 
inquiry  for  above,  I  am  sorry  that  the  principal 
part  of  my  letter— namely,  recommending  the  use  of 
short  Wellington  boots,  sufficiently  large  to  admit 
of  wearing  "  more  than  one  pair  at  a  time  "  of 
thick  woollen  socks— had  been  omitted  ;  no  doubt 
due  to  the  disaster  that  befell  the  "  precious  pre- 
servative "  during  transit. 

The  same  disaster,  I  have  no  doubt,  was  respon- 
sible for  my  new  address  being  misprinted,  and 
creating  "  a  feeling  "  between  the  postman  and 
myself  owing  to  the  great  number  of  inquiries  from 
Fishing  Gazette  readers  regarding  my  waterproofing 
preparation,  and  to  which  I  found  it  impossible  to 
reply. 

Through  your  courtesy.  Sir,  I  should  like  to 
intimate  that  the  preparation  is  now  being  manu- 
factured for  me  by  Messrs.  W.  and  R.  Hatrick  and 
Co.,  Glasgow  (see  advt.  on  p.  522).— Yours  truly. 

Henry  Jas.  Rhodes. 

13,  Grafton-square,  Glasgow. 

TROUT-FISHING  WANTED  NEAR  THE  SEA. 
^  Dear  Sir,— Could  any  reader  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  inform  me  of  a  town  in  England  or  Wales, 
where  I  might  spend  a  holiday,  which  is  situated  on 
the  sea  coast  and  has  good  trout-fishing  in  the 
neighbourhood  ?  I  must  stay  at  a  place  which  is 
by  the  sea,  and  should  like  at  the  same  time  to  be 
able  to  indulge  in  my  favourite  sport,  fly-fishing. 
If  any  reader  could  tell  me  of  a  suitable  place,  [ 
should  be  very  much  indebted  to  him  for  his 
kindness. — Yours  truly,  Elaine  D, 

{Several  letters  are  held  over.) 
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3-Yard 

Salmon  Cast, 
2/6 

A  MARVEL    OF  CHEAPNESS. 


J.  GILLETT, 

Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Manufacturer, 

40,  FETTER  LANE.  LONDON,  E.G. 


ESTABLISHED  OVER  200  YEARS. 

A.  CARTER  &  CO.,  Ltd., 

Fishinn  Rod  and  Tackle  Manur'irfti rers, 
371,  ST.  JOHN  STREET  &  108  &  110,  ROSEBERY  AVENUE,  LONDON,  E.G. 


Telephone  :  1129  Cbntkal. 


Tbleobaphic  Address:  "  Fishqio,  London." 


^^iKyfair  11.  SOUTH  MOLTON  ST.,  W. 


near  Bond  Street 
Tuba  Station. 


The  Best  Value  Cane  Built  Trout  Rod  Procurable. 

THE  CURZON  ROD. 

Cane  built,  9  to  12  ft.,  with  two  tops,  lockfast  joints,  cork  handle, 
universal  winch  fitting,  closely  whipped,  perfect  balance,  highest  class 
finish.  Px*ice  iSa  :  15  :  O 

In  ordering  please  state  length  required  and  whether 
for  Wet  or  Dry  Fly. 

ILLUSTRATED   PRICE   LIST   POST  FREE. 


BUMSTED'S 


24,  Knig^htsbridge, 

HYDE   PARK  CORNER, 

LONDON,  S.W. 


WANTED.  EXPERT  OPINION 


We  are  about  to  introduce  to  the  Dry  Fly  Fishing  world  a  new 
and  original  Reel,  specially  designed  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
that  particular  work.  We  think  it  the  best  ever  made,  but 
knowing  inventors  are  apt  to  be  biased  in  valuing  their  productions 
we  are  anxious  to  call  in  outside  opinion,  by  having  it  truly  and 
candidly  criticised  by  practical  and  unprejudiced  anglers  who  are 
interested  enough  in  modern  tackle  to  take  that  trouble  in  assisting 
the  makers  with  a  view  of  improvements.  Should  you  be  interested 
send  us  word  (if  a  stranger  to  us  one  reference  in  tovra),  the  reel 
will  be  sent,  carriage  paid  both  ways.  There  is  no  question  of 
purchase.    Commimications  in  confidence. 


Some  features  of  the  "  Exchequer  "  Dry  Fly  Reel. 

optional  check  action,  variable  brake  drag,  automatic  centre  winding,  four 
parts  only,  disassembles  without  tools. 


George  Wood  &  Go., 

Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Makers, 
117,  Pinstone  Street,  SHEFFIELD. 


SPECIALITIES  FOR  THE 
TROUT  ANGLER. 

Tho  "Sovereign"  Trout  Rod.  3 

joints,  with  2  tops,  1  tty  and  1  worm  or  spinning, 

double  brazed,  10-12  ft.,  20': 
The  "Challenge"  Trout  Rod,  as 

above.  Init  single  brazed,  IZ'B. 
Light  Gun-Metal  Reel,  smooth  check, 

revohinj;  plate,  2  in.,  B/6;  2t  in.,  7/- f 

2i  in.,  a  -. 

The  "Featherlight"  Reel,  optional 

check,  fly,  or  spinning  (one  size  only),  »/ 
Trout  ri¥  Lines,  waterproof  silli,  30  yds. 

level,  2  »  and  3/-;  taper,  4/6;  double 

taper,  B/-  and  B/O. 
Fishing  Bags,  the  " SANnRiNGHAil/ 

improved  pattern,  detachable  lining,  12  m.  X 

11  in.,  a:B;  14 in.  x  12in  ,  10'-. 
Fishing  Stockings,  drab  twill,  ta/Bf 

fawn  satteeii,  IQiBm 
Fishing  Brogues,  waterproof  leather 

iHce,  21!-;  buckle,  25'-. 
Eyed  Fly  Boxes,  Cast  Cases,  and 

Fly  Books. 

Flies  for  Yorkshire  and  Derbyshire 
a  Speciality. 


ILLUSTRATED    LIST    POST  FREE. 


THE  'WYLIE' 
CREENHEART 

DRY  FLY 
TROUT  RODS 

9,  9J,  and  10  feet.  3  joints,  2 
tops,  balanced  cedar  handles, 
lockfast  joints,  steel  snake  rings, 
gunmetal  end  ditto,  double 
brazed  ferrules  and  stoppers, 
V-shaped  winch  fittings  and 
brass  spear,  complete  in  di- 
visioned  case, 

£1  I2s.  6d. 

I  BERNARD  &  SON, 

45,  Jermyn  St. 

ST.  JAMES',  LONDON. 

Telegraphic  Addre^f  : 

"  Ckkklfcl,  London." 

Telephotie  9183  GEKRABD. 

Write  for  1908  Catalogue, 


i 


TUB   I'ISBJI/a    GAZETTE,  .JVNK    21,  190H 


G.  LITTLE  &  CO. 

First=class  Rod  &  Tackle  Manufacturers. 

SALMON,  TROUT  AND  SEA  TROUT  RODS,  SPLIT  CANE 
AND  GREENHEART,  IN  ENORMOUS  VARIETY. 

LOCK  AND  SEA  TROUT  FLIES, 
on  Selected  Gut,  or  Eyed  Hooks,  2/6  and  3/-  doz. 

AGENTS  FOR 

ALLGOGK'S  AMERICAN  BAIT 
CASTING  SPECIALITIES. 

The   'J.B.K. '  MULTIPLYING   REELS,  with  and  without 
JEWEL  BEARINGS,  6  ft.  Sing-le  Handle  Rods,  &c. 

REUBEN  HEATON 

REEL  MAKER  FOR  ALL  PARTS  OF  THE  WORLD. 

I  have  made  It  a  life  study  for  50  years.   No  loeklng  or  re-boundlng  with  my  good*. 
WHOLESALE    ONLY.            E«tAhlish<kcl  iftST 

Universal  Reel  Works,  New  St..  ASTON,  BIRMINGHAM 

■  ^kM              We  are  now  clearing  out  last  year's 
H  fl                fl  ■■■K      stock  of  SHORT  WADERS  (usual 
^■■■■■■■■■■■V^B-    price,  12/6),  at  8/6.    Best  double 
"  "                   ~"  "  ^  ^  ■    taper  waterproof  SALMON  LINES 
(usual  price,  21/-  to  30/-),  at  from  t6/6  to  2216,    A  few  CLASS  I.  RODS, 
13  ft.  (usual  price,  36 'B).  at  25/'.    Order  early.    We  are  sole  makers  of  the 
celebrated  "FLEXIBLE  GRIP"  RODS. 

J.  BRADDELL  &  SON,  21,  Castle  Place,  Belfast. 

JOHN  COOPER  &  SONS, 
SPECIALISTS  IN  FISH  MOUNTING. 

98    nArtunn  qtiii7I7T    ct    tttwwc  Tmannu 

^o,    nAUrlUn    oinCiCil,    ol.    LUIVU  o,  LUMUUN. 

Winners  of  Five  Gold  and  Silver  Medals. 

SALMON  FLIES,  6/-  to  18/-  doz. 

FLIES  DRESSED  TO  PATTERN.    EACH  HOOK  TESTED. 

SALMON  &  TROUT  TACKLE  FOR  ALL  PARTS  OF  THE  WORLD. 

•|>|jr  "UCDPiii  CO"  nilT  p  A  CTC                                       They  will  last 

1  fit       ntnuULEld      UU  1    UnO  1  0  at  least  three  times  lunger  Uian  any  other. 

SEA  TACKLE  A  SPECIALITY. 

RODS,  REELS,  LINES  AND  BAITS  FOR  SEA  FISHING. 

ALL   THE  LATEST  NOVELTIES  IN  STOCK. 

TROUT  FLY  RODS   each    7/6  to  £5   5s.  Od. 

SALMON  FLY  RODS                                          35  6  „  £7    7s.  Od. 

BOTTOM  RODS                                                 5  6  „  £0  15s.  6d. 

„         AND  SPINNING  RODS      ...            7/6  „  £1    Is.  Od. 

TROLLING      „          „               „                          10/6  „  £4  4s.  Od. 

„            RODS                                                7  6  „  £2  2s.  Od. 

WALKING-STICK  FLY  RODS                             18/6  „  £^   2s.  Od. 

„       TROLLING  RODS  ..              21/-  „  £1    2s.  6d. 

„             „       SEA  RODS   ,      21/-  „  £1    5s.  Od. 

CANE  ROACH  RODS                                         3  6  „  £1  15s.  Od. 

ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUE  of  all  the  Latest  Novelties  will  be  sent  post  free  to  any  address. 

G.  LITTLE  &  CO.,  63,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON,  S.W. 

TROUT  &  OTHER  OVA,  YEARLINGS. 

APPARATUS,  MOLLUSCA,  CRUSTACEANS,  WATER  PLANTS, 
FISHMEAL,  BISCUITS,  &c. 

LARGEST  SELECTION  IN  THE  WORLD.    SEND  FOR  LIST  (GRATIS). 

For  any  Inturmation  on  Fishery  Uatters  write  to 

THE   SOLWAY  FISHERY  COMPANY,   LIMITED,  DUMFRIES. 

HKST  HOOK   OJV   UsH  CVLTVHK  ever  puhliahed  :   "An  Angler's  ParabisB  ARB 
aow  ro  OBTAIH  IT,  "  12  lOp  -.n  free.    "  Handv  GDn)K  to  Fish  Ci ltdke  "  1 , 2  post  free. 
;  ii-x'  Kyeii  Ovt  a  li  w  M-ninrte  Hatching  Tank  carrlacre  pal<i.  11  6  ;  or  5O0  vid  tank.  7/0. 

Wholesale,  Retail,  and  Export  Fishing-  Tackle  Manufacturer. 

NEWARK-ON- TRENT. 

 ♦ 

Maker  ot  all  kinds  of  Rods,  Reels,  Tackle,  Ac,  for 
all  kinds  of  fishing. 

SLATER'S  REELS  KNOWN  ALL  OVER  THE  WORLD. 

Agencies  in  France,  Belgium,  India,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  Tasmania. 

SEND  FOB  ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUE,  POST  FREE. 

J.  W.  MARTIN 

(known  all  over  the  world  as  "THE  TRENT  OTTER") 

ANGLING  WRITER,  AND  PRACTICAL  MANUFACTURER  OF  THE  CELEBRATED 
NOTTINGHAM  RODS,  REELS,  LINES,  AND  TACKLE. 

Send  at  once  for  a  copy  of  his  50-PAGE  ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUE, 
Post  Free  to  any  address  (it  will  pay  you).  It  contains  descriptions 
of  every  appliance  for  every  branch  of  successful  Ang-ling. 

"THE  TRENT  OTTER'S  "  BOOKS  ^hould  be  read  by  every  coarse 
fish  angler.    Specimen  Copy  sent  Post  Free  for  1/3  and  1/10. 

W.  J.  STANSFIELD, 

CORWEN.    NORTH  WALES. 

Manufacturer  of  High-class  Fishing  Tackle. 

25   YEARS'    PRACTICAL  EXPERIENCE. 

Salmon  and  Trout  Flies,  Tackle,  &c„  of  every  description 
suitable  for  Welsh  Waters  a  Speciality. 

Information  on   Fishing  in  any  part  of  Wales  willingly  given 

NOTE   THE  ADDRESS- 

«J.   W.    MARTIN^   &  CO., 

22,  SEYMOUR  ST.,  EUSTON  SQUARE,  LONDON,  N.W. 

ILLUSTRATED   CATALOGUE  '  POST  FREE. 

Telegrams  :  "  Stansfield,  Corwen." 

FISHING  IN  NORWAY. 

W.  J.  CUMMINS  will  be  glad  to  give  information  and  advice 
regarding  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  in  Norway.  As  he  has  visited 
that  country  almost  yearly  since  1883,  anglers  can  be  certain  of 
getting  reliable  and    up-to-date  "  information. 

Catalogue  of  High-Class  Rods  and  Tackle  FREE. 

ADDRESS— 

W.  J.  CUMMINS,  (° BISHOP  AUCKLAND. 

London  Agents :- THE  WILKINSON  SWORD  CO.,  Ltd.,  27,  Pall  Mail,  S.W. 
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STEEL  RIBBED  RODS 

are  beiag  used  and  recommeaded  by  the  highest  living  authorities,  including  the  following :.  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
H.  Cholmondeley-Pennell,  the  well-known  writer  on  angling,  Angling  Editor  of  the  Badminton  Library,  &c.,  Alfred  Jardine,  the  well-known 
writer  on  Pike  Fishing,  G.  M.  Kelson,  the  renowned  authority  on  Salmon  Fishing,  &c.,  &c.  For  Stiffness,  Power,  and  Lightness  they  are  unequalled. 
The  world-famed  "DOVE-DALE"  is  one  of  the  most  popular  of  the  range  we  manufacture. 
The  following  is  a  specification  of  this  rod;  The  THREE-PIECE  "DOVE  DALE"  has  butt  and  middle  piece  of  whole  cane, 
and  two  greenheart  tops.  All  Steel  Ribbed.  Cork  handle  down  to  butt  bottom,  "Holdall"  winch  fittings,  universal  lock  joints,  rustless 
steel  snake  rings.  Price  21 /-  up  to  lOJ  ft.  Longer  lengths  at  1 /3  extra  for  each  additional  six  inches.  This  rod  is  made  for  Dry  Fly  or 
for  either  Dry  or  Wet  Fly. 

This  is  the  rod  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  (Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette)  uses. 
Washaba  tops  can  be  had  if  wished  instead  of  Greenheart. 
A  shoi-t  top  can  be  added  for  spinning  or  worming  for  2/6  extra.    A  similar  rod,  the  "  PRINCESS  VICTORIA,"  weight  6|  oz., 
10  ft.,  with  two  tops  or  with  cane  built  top,  price  28/6. 

The  No.  2  "DOVE  DALE"  is  in  two  parts,  has  capped  suction  joints,  and  is  finished  in  dull  green.  This  rod  is  the 
"  Cholmondeley-Pennell"  pattern.    It  can  be  supplied  natural  cane  colour,  and  varnished  if  preferred.    Price  22/-. 

Mr.  Cholmondeley-Pennell  (Editor  of  the  Badminton  Library,  and  author  of  many  works  on  fishing)  uses  this  rod. 
The  *•  DOVE  DALE  "  is  the  best  value  for  a  guinea  yet  offered. 
Anglers'  own  rods  can  be  Steel  Ribbed  at  a  small  cost,  viz.  :  Rods  under  12  ft.  with  one  top,  5/9  ;  additional  tops,  1/9  each  ; 
Rods  over  12  ft.,  3/6  extra.    If  your  rod  is  weak  and  floppy  (all  rods  have  a  tendency  to  weaken  with  use  and  age),  send  it  to  us,  and  we  will 
report  on  it  before  putting  it  in  hand.    Some  rods  that  have  been  strained  or  permanently  warped  require  additional  treatment,  and,  if  this  ia 
needed,  it  will  be  quoted  for  before  the  work  is  put  in  hand. 


THE  ACME  LINE 

has  won  the  appreciation  of  such  well-known  leading  lights  as  the  following  :  Messrs.  Senior  (Editor  of  the  Field),  Harris  (Editor  of  the  American 
Angler),  and  many  other  renowned  authorities  on  angling,  in  addition  to  those  already  named  at  the  head  of  this  page.  Fly-fishers  find  casting 
can  be  done  with  greater  accuracy  and  delicacy  with  an  Acme  than  with  any  other  line.  The  highest  possible  number  of  points  for  accuracy 
and  delicacy  were  made  by  the  late  Mr.  Jas.  Taylor  at  the  International  Casting  Tournament,  London,  1892.  The  Acme  Line  can  be  had 
level  in  Trout  sizes  at  2d.  per  yd.,  and  double-tapered. in  20  to  40  yds.  at  3d.  per  yd. 


FOSTER'S  GOLD  MEDAL  FLIES 

Have  been  used  on  the  clearest  and  most  difficult  waters  for  75  years  past.  They  are  the  nrarest  approach  to  nature  yet  achieved.  Ther 
REINDEER  HAIR-BODIED  FLIES  have  better  floating  qualities  than  any  artificials  yet  made.  The  backs  of  these  flies  are  mad& 
darker  than  the  bodies  are  underneath— just  as  is  the  natural  fly.  The  hair  takes  oil  without  alteration  of  the  most  delicate  tint.  Price  2/-  per 
doe.  Tied  either  split-winged  or  "  wet."  These  flies,  as  also  are  our  ordinary  best  quality,  are  put  up  in  Free  Metal  Boxes,  having  cork 
strips  (or  felt  linings  as  may  be  preferred).  This  when  orders  for  1  doz.  assorted  are  packed.  The  box  presented  with  5/-  worth  of  fliea  ia 
4  in  X  3  in-  (when  shut).  "With  orders  for  10/-  worth  of  flies  we  present  a  larger  and  better  box,  and  with  orders  for  10  doz.,  a  leather 
covered  or  an  aluminum  box.  

For.  further  particulars  of  these  and  of  other  Specialities  see 

FOSTER'S  CATALOGUE,  POST  FREE. 

Coloured  Plate  Edition,  containing  6  pages  Coloured  Plates  of  natural  and  artificial  flies  which 

[are  the  best  ever  printed. 


Publisheps  of  the  ANGLERS'  EXCHANGE  AND  BARGAIN  BOOK  (Free). 

FOSTER  BROS., 

MIDLAND  WORKS,  ASHBOURNE,  ENGLAND. 

OUR  "DOVE-DALE"  RODS  ARE  ON  VIEW  IN  LONDON  AT  HARROD'S  STORES,  Ltd.  BROMPTON  ROAD,  S.W. 
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Out  of  tight  and  sound  of  Rnilwaya." 
"  Truly  an  Ideal  Spot." 
The  Celebrated 

FRENSHAM  POND  HOTEL, 

Near  FARNHAM.  SURREY. 

Lake,  2  miles  Id  circumfeience  (known  as 
Pond  for  last  700  years)  and  li  miles  of  Trout 
Btream,  both  preserved  and  ho'ding  many  speci- 
men Fish.  Several  Trout  up  to  2  lbs.  caught  in 
latter,  despite  unfavourable  weal  her  conditions 
A  good  time  expected  driving  May  fly  (now  <'ii) 
luid  remainder  of  season.  One  Trout,  largest  to 
•date,  4  lb.  3  oz..  caught  on  Derby  day,  and 
another,  If  lb.  on  Oaks  day,  in  addition  to 
several  |lb.  to  lib.  in  weight  A  reduction  is 
made  on  fishing  charges  to  resident".  Coarse 
fishing  re  opened  on  June  16th.  Our  catering 
motto  "Best  only  of  everything.'  Moderate 
Prices  Tariff  on  application.  Billiards.  Stabling. 
Coach-houses,  Garage.  Petrol  and  Oils  stocked 
for  Visitors.  All  I'rains  met  by  app<  intment. 
Motor  'Bus  Service  to  and  from  Famham  and 
Haslemere  Stations  passes  door  of  Hotel  four 
times  each  way  week-days. 

Hear  Two  Oolf  Links,    Kotor  pauea  ona. 
Telegrams :  GRIFFITHS.  Frensham  Pobd,  Churt 
a  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 


FIVE  MILES  TROUT  FISHING 

(Rivers  Exe  and  Barle)  in  the  private 
water  of  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon  reserved 
free  for  visitors  at  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

Dulverton  Junction,  C  W.R. 

3J  hours  from  London.  Amidst  bracing 
air;  delightful  country  surroundings. 
Eleotrio  Light.  Hunters,  Driving  Horses, 
Garage.  Telegrams:  "Nelder,  Dulverton." 
Telephone :  2, 


FORTINGALL  HOTEL 

On  River  Lyon, 

GLEN   LYON,  PERTHSHIRE. 

Distance :  9  miles  from  Aberfeldy  Station,  and 
H  miles  from  Fearman  Pier,  Loch  Tay.  In  con- 
nection with  Tyndrum  and  Crianlarich  Hotels. 
A  large  extension  of  Salmon  and  e.\cellent  Trout 
Fishing  has  been  added  to  the  Hotel  Waters, 
with  a  boat  on  river  for  Trout.  Excellent  Motor 
Garage  added  this  season.  Petrol. 

SALMON  FISHING  OPENED  JAN.  15 

Apply,  R.  Stewart. 


THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL. 

Via  Chirk,  North  Wales. 

FoTJE  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  reserved  for 
visitors  ;  lovely  scenery ;  comfortable  ; 
terms  moderate.  Extensive  motor  garage ; 
petrol. 

Bir  Theodore  Martin  writes  :  "  A  delightful 
retreat  for  a  quiet  holiday,  'far  from  the 
madding  crowd." " 

Postal  address:  "Glyn,  Euabon."  Telegrams: 
"  Hotel  Glyn."  Station  :  Glynceiriog,  via  Chirk. 


SUTHERLAND  ARMS  HOTEL 

GOLSPIE.  N.B. 

Under   New  Management. 

Superior  Salmon,  Sea,  and  Brown  Trout  Fishing 
also  Sea  Fishing.  Excellent  Golf  Course  of  18 
holes.  Bathing  f.icilities.  Telegraphic  Address 

"  MCDOSALD,  HOTEL,  GOLSPIE.  " 

JOHN  MCDONALD 
(late  Altnacealgach  Hotel  ),  Proprietor 
'Bus  meets  all  Trains. 


KILLIN  HOTEL, 

Loeh  Tay,  Perthshire,  N.B. 

finest  Salmon  Fishing  in  Scotland.  Charges 
for  right  of  Fishing,  viz.  :  Hotel  nater,  £1  per 
Salmon  caught  up  lo  five  for  the  week— then 
free,  If  no  fish  no  charge ;  Rei^erved  Water,  £S 
per  week,  or  30/-  a  da),  and  no  charge  for  fish, 
'S.o  charge  is  made  for  the  use  of  the  boats. 
Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Tay  and  Kiver  Dochart 
free  to  visitors.  Fishing  from  the  16th  of 
January.  For  further  parliculais  apply  t( 
H.  J.  Kmiobt. 

NOTB. — Fishing  opened  16th  January,  1908 
Angltrs  reqiiiriug  Boats  should  write  at  once 
Telegrams:  "Hotel,  Killin." 


MERGER'S  HOTEL 

KILREA,  on  RKer  Bann,  Co.  LONDONDERRY. 
BoBt  antt  Cheapest 

SALMON  AND  "  BANN  "  BROWN  TROUT 

Fimhlng  In  Ireland. 

Anglers'  Board,  9*.  per  day,  or  £2  10s.  per 
week.  Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  £1  Is.  ;  Daily, 
bt.  I'.oat  and  Man,  6*.  perday.  Cheaper  Angling 
terms  on  upper  water,  i 

ANGLERS  RETAIN  ALL  FJSH  CAUGHT 

.\lodi»rn  House,  re-fumished.  Appointments 
up  to  date.  *ew  Billiard  Room,  Boats,  Vehicles 
Jtu.  Naw  Fish  Hatchery  in  operation.  Address 
Uanaubkess. 


LAKE  VYRNWY. 

The  Best  Trout  Fishing  In  the  Country. 

HOTEL  GREATLY   ENLARGED  AND  IMPROVED. 


Every  Possible  Comfort  for  Ladies  and  Gentlemea 


TERMS    VER^-  MODERATE. 


Telegrams  i 
"HOTEL,  LAKE-VYRNWV." 


Posti 

"LAKE  VVRNWY  HOTEL,  OSWESTRY." 


5  MILES   OF  SALMON  AMD 

FORTH  HOTEL, 


TROUT  FISHING. 

Xj    and  YSSI  ILi, 
SOUTH  WAI^SS. 


Free  to  Visitors  at  the  Hotel  on  River  Teify,  all  preserved.  Best  in  Wales.  An  ideal  place  for 
Anglers,  amidst  bi-acing  air  and  delightful  country  surroundings.  Allsopps  Burton  Ales  on  draught 
and  in  bottle.  Great  Western  Railway,  7i  hours  from  London.  Terms  10/6  a  day.  Anglers 
retain  all  fish  caught.  EVANS  &  CO.,  Proprietors. 


TORGROSS  HOTEL, 

TO RC ROSS,  near  DARTMOUTH. 

Good  Fishing  for  Pike,  Perch,  and  Rudd. 
400  acres  of  Mixed  Shooting.  Qolf. 
Free  to  Visitors. 

Apply  MANAQBBB8S 


NORTH-WESTERN 
HOTEL, 

CARLINQFORD  LOUOH. 


A  UNIQUE  SUMMER  RESORT. 

Convenient  centre  for  Tours  in  the 
Mourne  Mountain  District,  and  round 

Carlingford  Lough,  &c. 
The  Luxurious  L.  &  N.  W.  Boats  from 
Holyhead  land  passengers  within  a  few 
yards  of  the  Hotel  entrance  (covered  way). 
Excellent  18-hole  GOLF  Course,  &o., 
FEEE  to  visitors  at  the  Hotel. 

DRIVING,  SHOOTING,  FISHING. 

Steamer  on  Carlingford  Lough. 
Sea-Water  Baths.  Bungalows. 
Electric  Light. 
For  particulars,  apply  to  Mai^agebebs, 
L.  &  N.  W.  Hotel,  Greenore ;  or  to  Mr 
B.  TuBNBULii,  Superintendent  of  the 
Line,  Euston  Station,  N.W. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON, 
EUSTOB.  1907.  Genera)  ManaeM 


SGOURiE  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Beautifully  situated  on  West  Coast  and 
within  easy  distance  of  Handa  Island, 
with  its  myriads  of  birds  and  magnificent 
cliff  scenery.  Fishing  on  about  40  lochs, 
several  of  which  have  been  stocked  and 
are  fished  this  season  for  the  first  time. 
Extensive  boating,  motoring,  and  horse- 
hiring,  also  good  sea-bathing.  Route — 
rail  to  Lairg,  thence  per  daily  motor 
service  or  special  motor ,orperMacbrayne's 
weekly  steamer,  Glasgow  to  Badcall,  3 
miles  distant. 

W.  E.  ROSS,  Proprietor 


KINLOCH-RANNOCH, 
PERTHSHIRE, 

DUNALASTAIR  HOTEL 

This  Hotel  is  the  original  and  leading 
Hotel  in  the  District  situated  at  the  foot 
of  Loch  Bannoch  and  on  the  Banks  of 
the  Tummel.  There  is  free  rod  fishing 
and  boats  on  the  whole  of  Loch  Rannoch 
eleven  miles  long,  and  the  largest  stretch 
of  river  fishing  in  the  district.  Excellent 
boats  and  trustworthy  boatmen.  Charges 
moderate.  Can  be  reached  via  "  Struan,' 
Highland  Railway,  or  "  Rannoch,"  West 
Highland  Railway. — D.  C.  M'Millais 
Lessee. 


THE  "ORIOINAI.' 


WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

RINGWOOO,  HANTS. 

Old-established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon,  for  which  tickets  issued  to 
visitors  iu  Hotel  at  bs.  per  day.  Billiards  ;  Post- 
ing ;  Garage.  Headquai  ters,  Royal  Automobile 
Club,  (fee— F.  J.  WESTCOTT,  Proprietor. 


Border  Esk  and  Liddle 

LANGHOLM,  N.&. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

Central  Quarters. 

Tariff  from  WM.  DOUGLAS,  Proprietor. 


MOY  HOTEL, 

BALLINA. 

Patronised  by  His  Royal  Highness  Prince 
Arthur  of  Connaught,  Earl  and  Countess  of 
Dudley,  &c.  First-class  for  Anglers  and  Tourists, 
Good  Boats  on  river,  which  is  close  to  Hotel. 
 E.  MURTAGH,  Proprietress. 


THE  ANGLERS'  HOTEL, 

PONTOON,  Foxfoid,  Co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  and  Pike  on 
Loughs  Conn  and  Cullin.  Very  fine  wood  and 
mountain  sceneiy.  Four  miles  from  Foxford 
Rjvilway  Station  on  shores  of  Loughs  Conn  and 
Cullin.  Comfortable,  home-like,  all  that  can  be 
desired.  Good  rough  shooting.  Terms— Board, 
with  two  men  and  boat,  £4  per  week.  Men  paid 
and  supported  by  me.  .Sjiecial  terms  for  Family 
Parties.  Suitable  fishing  tackle  kept  in  stock.  For 
further  particulars  apply  to  P.  HEALY,  Propr 


ARGYLLSHIRE,  N.B. 

TAYNUILT  HOTEL 

Situated  near  the  foot  of  Ben  Cruaclian,  twelve 
miles  from  Oban  and  four  fiom  Loch  Avr'e,  amid 
the  grandest  scenery  in  Scotland,  including  the 
famous  Pass  of  Brander.  Glen  Etive,  Glencoe, 
Glen  Nant,  &c.  Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  on  the  River  Awe.  Nets  off  Tidal  Waters 
entirely.  Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Etive, 
and  Brown  Trout  on  Loch  Nant.  First-class 
Golf  Course.  Posting. 

D.  MACDONALD,  Proprietor. 


STATION  HOTEL 

Under  Newj  Management,  in  connection 
with  Taynuilt  Hotel. 

Five  minutes  from  railway  station.  Stands  in 
its  own  grounds.  Cni-ivalled  Sea  and  Landscape 
Views.  Visitois  staying  at  this  Hotel  have  the 
privilege  of  FREE  FISHING  on  three  Hill 
Lochs,  and  on  Achosragan  Burn.  There  is  also 
excellent  Sea  Fishing,  f'  r  which  boats  and  tackle 
are  provided  by  the  Hotel. 
 D.  MACDONALD,  Pioprietor. 


ROSSES  CROLLY  and 
LOUGHANURE  FISHERY 


HANLON'S  PRIVATE  HOTEL 

Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  and  Brown  Fishing. 

Best  and  cheapest  fishing  to  be  had  in  Ireland 
situated  in  the  wilds  of  Donegal,  amidst  wild 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Full  paiticulars 
can  be  had  from  the  Manager, 

S.  HANLON,  Dungloe,  CO.  Donegal, 


KENMORE  HOTEL 

KENMORE,  LOCH  TAY,  N.B. 

Salmon  Fishing  Season  opened  I5tb  Jan. 

EIGHT  MILES  OF  LOCH  TAY,  3  MILES  OF  RIVER 
LYON.  EXCELLENT  SPORT. 

Good  Boats  (no  charge),  experienced  boat- 
men. Most  comfortable  hotel.  Moderate 
charges.  Garage  and  petrol,  hiring. 
Steamboat  pier.  Post  and  telegraph  office 
at  hand.    Aberfeldy  'bus  in  connection. 

Loch  Tay  :  Note.  —  Boats  can  be 
secured  by  applying  to 

P.  CURRIE,  Proprietor. 


LOCH  ASSYNT.  SUTHERLANDSHIRB. 

INGHNAOAMPH  HOTEL 

EXCELLENT  FREE  FISHING.— Salmon,  .Salmo 
Ferox,  and  Trout — on  Lochs  and  Streams 
Saln)on  Fishing  on  River  Inver,  for  June  and 
July,  at  10s.  per  rod  per  day.  Boats.  Experienced 
Gillies.  Fishing  Tackle.  Posting.  Route — Rail 
to  luvershin,  where  motor  or  carriage  will  be  in 
waiting  if  Proprietor  be  previously  communicated 
with,  or  Mail  Coach  from  Lairg  to  Inchuadaniph. 

W.  WALLACE,  Pniprletor. 


FREE  FISHING. 

Best  in  United  Kingdom  obtainable  from  Clon- 
bur,  between  Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib.  Trout 
averaged  about  2  lbs.  on  the  Artificial  Fly  last 
Season.  For  descriptive  pamphlet  and  tariff 
write  Proprietor, 

MOUNT  GABLE  HOTEL, 

CLONBUR,  CO.  GALWAY. 

N.B.— Furnished  Fishing  Lodges  to  let  on  Shore 
of  Loughs. 


FREE  FISHINCOM  THREE  LOUGHS. 

House  within  thirty  yards  of  best  fishing  on 
Mask.  Twenty-five  minutes'  drive  to  Corrib. 
Forty  minutes  to  Nafooney.  Boats  and  men 
always  iu  readiness.  Also  three  miles  of  river 
fishing  convenient  to  Lodge,  and  surrounded  by 
1,600  acres  of  Mixed  Shooting,  consisting  of 
Grouse,  Partridge,  Cock,  Hare  and  Snipe. 
Loughs  and  rivers  strictly  preserved  by  Mask 
and  Cai-a  Fishery  Association.  Ballinrobe, 
nearest  station,  M.G.W.R.  Terms  moderate. — 
For  further  particulars  apply  to  P.  SUMMKRVILLB, 
Kilbride  Loilge,  Clonbur,  Co.  Galway. 


FISHING.  GOLF. 

UDNY  ARMS  HOTEL 

Newburgh,  Aberdeenshire. 

Under  Distlnffiiished  ftitronaffe. 
This  much-frequented  and  comfortably-furnished 
Hotel  is  near  the  estuary  of  the  Ythau,  so  much 
famed  as  a  Sea  Trout  Rivei',  and  one  of  the  best 
Golf  Courses  in  the  country.  Air  pure  and 
bracing.  Sanitation  peifect.  Tariff  moderate. 
Accommodation  limited.  Early  application  for 
Rooms  essential.  Further  partioilars  from 
Proprietor.  Telegrams  :  "  Ritchie,  Newbtugh, 
Aberdeen." 

Extract  from  Visitors'  Book. 
"  The  Sea  Trout  Fishing  here  from  the  bank  is 
as  good  as  any  I  have  ever  met  with  in  Norway 
Ireland,  or  elsewhere." 


LOUGHS  MASK  AND  GARRA 

BEST  FREE  FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

VISITORS  to  these  Lakes  can  have  superior 
accommodation  at 

SPRINGVALE  HOUSE, 

standing  on  its  own  grounds  of  100  acres,  and 
beautifully  situated,  convenient  to  l)est  fishing 
drifts.  Spacious,  well-ventilated  Rooms,  newly 
furnished.  Bathroom,  iSc.  Electric  Bells.  New 
Boats.    Experienced  men.    Terms  moderate. 

Further  particulars  and  references  from  the 
Proprietor,  Cbas.  E.  Maynk,  Springvale  House 
Ballinrobe,  Co.  Mayo.  Telegrams — "  Mayne, 
Ballinrobe." 


NESBITT  ARMS  HOTEL 

Apilara,  COm  Donegal. 

Have  added  this  yeap  2j  miles  of  the  top 
water  of  the  "Owenea"  to  the  already 
excellent  Salmon  Fishing. 

Finest  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  in  North  of 
Ireland,  which  includes  upwards  of  16  lakes, 
with  boats,  and  four  rivers  free,  with  two  larger 
salmon  rivers,  for  one  of  which  a  charge  of  bt. 
per  day  per  rod  is  made.  The  Hotel's  situation 
in  tne  heart  of  the  Donegal  Highlands  makes  it  a 
fine  centre  for  visiting  the  most.interesting  pai-ts, 
some  of  which  lie  iu  close  proximity.  Qolf  Links 
and  Sea  Bathing  convenient.  Billiards.  Tamis 
moderate.  Also 

FURNISHED  HOUSE  TO  LET, 

lJune,  July,  and  September. 

Apply,  llBlL  NoNelis. 
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MALCOM  &  CO.'S 

CELEBRATED 
"FEATHERWEIGHT" 
WADERS, 

Manufactured  by  Anderson's 
Bristol  Rubber  Co.,  Ltd., 
BRISTOL   and  LONDON- 

For  LADIES 

and  GENTLEMEN. 

"  Featherweight " 

FISHING  STOCKINGS. 

21/-  per  pair. 
"  Featherweight " 

FISHING  TROUSERS. 

37/6  per  pair. 
"  Featherweight " 

FISHING  BROGUES. 

(Registered)  13/6  per  pair. 
"  Featherweight " 

FISHING  JACKETS. 

21/-  and  25/- 

"  Featherweight " 

FISHING  HATS. 

Malcom  &  Co.'s  Celebrated  "  ANYWEATHER 
6/6  each. 


All  Goods  sold  sent  • 

carriage:  paid. 

We  allow  five  per  cent. 
DISCOUNT  fop  CASH 

with  order. 


West  End 
Showrooms  : 
City 

Showrooms  : 


FIVE  REALLY 
GOOD  THINGS 

THAT  GIVE 

Comfort  and 
Save  Fatig-ue. 

"  Tliis  new  pattern  marks 
a  desirable  reform,  not  only 
in  the  lightness  of  material, 
Imt  in  Ihe  sensible  roomi- 
ness of  the  stockinK  itself." 
—Field,  June  30,  1900. 


FOR  OTHER  WADERS 

see  our  advertisements  in  previous 
issues. 


Testimonial  Just  Received. 

South  Park  Road,  Wimbledon. 
"  Dear  Sirs,— I  am  pleased  to  state  that 
during  the  years  I  have  had  Featherweight 
Waders  from  you  I  have  found  them  to  wear 
well,  lasting  for  years.  I  have  been  able  to 
walk  more  freely  about  during  a  long  day's 
fishing,  being  less  tired  at  night  when  using 
these  Featherweights  than  with  the  heavier 
Waders-they  dry  quicker  if  one  gets  water 
over  the  tops— 1  recollect  wading  too  deep  and 
in  30  minutes  the  sun  had  quite  dried  the  wet 
inside  parts.  When  my  present  pair  is  worn 
out,  I  shall  certainly  order  another  of  the  same 
kind  as  I  consider  them  most  desirable  and 
convenient  to  wear,  especiaUy  in  south  country 
water  meadows."— "Yours  faithfully, 

JNO.  J.  BONDING. 


ANDERSON'S  BRISTOL 


Ltd. 


3,  CREEN  ST.,  uicestsr  sq.,  LONDON,  W.C 
15,  QUEEN  ST.,  cheapside,  LONDON,  E.G 


Showrooms :  9i  10,  13,  HIGH   STREET,  BRISTOL. 

Order  direct  from' any  of  our  AddVesses,  or,  if  preferred,  through  your  Tailor  Outfitter, 
Bootmaker,  or  Fishing  Tackle  Dealer.  All  Wholesale  and  Shipping  Orders  direct  to  Bnstoi 


DOVEDALE,  Ashbourne. 


IZAAK  WALTON  HOTEL. 

Family  Residential  Hotel  and  Anglers' 
Resort  for  the  Rivers  Dove  and  Manifold. 
Lovely  situatioij',  within  five  minutes' 
walk  of  the  Stepping  Stones,  Dovedale. 
Spacious  Dining,  Drawing,  and  Private 
Rooms.  Trout  Fishing.  Golf.  Carriages. 
Table  d'Hote  (separate  tables).  Illustrated 
tarifE  from  the  Proprietor,  WM.  EVANS 


FISHING  ON  LOUGH  MELVIN 


THE  HOTEL, 

Garrison,  County  Fermanagh,  Ireland. 

Under  New  Management. 
Beautifully  situated  on  the  shore  of  Lough 
Kelvin ;  eight  miles  long.  Celebrated  for 
Salmon,  Gillaroo,  and  Trout  Fishing.  Long 
patronized  by  the  nobility  and  gentry.  Excellent 
cuisine  ;  very  comfortable.  Boats  and  experi- 
enced men  provided.  Free  fishing  after  July  1st. 
Cars  meet  trains  at  Belleek  on  receipt  of  notice. 
— WM.  SAUNDERS,  Proprietor. 


ULLAPOOL,  ROSS-SHIRE. 


CALEDONIAN  HOTEL 

Good  Salmon,  Grilse  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing 
on  river  and  large  loch  (both  sides  of  the  river 
and  whole  loch),  during  June  and  July  only. 
Also  splendid  Brown  and  Rainbow  Trout  on  ten 
lochs  and  two  streams  the  whole  season  ;  Boats 
on  all  the  lochs.  Sea  Fishing,  Boating,  Bathing, 
Yachting,  Shore  and  Island  Shooting,  Golf 
Tennis,  &c.  Officially  appointed  by  the  Scottish 
Automobile  Club,  C.T.C.,  and  B.S.A.S.  Head- 
quarters. Motor  Garage,  Posting,  &c.  Tele 
grams :  "  Caledonian,  Ullapool." 

GEO.  MORRISON,  Proprietor. 


ROACH.      BREAM.  PERCH. 

GOOD  FREE  FISHING 

THE  BEST  THREE  MILES  ON  THE  OUSE. 
Every  aooonunodation.  Punts,  Baits, 
&o.,  always  ready.  Reasonable  charges, 
Home  Oomforts.   Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARD,  HOLYWELL  FERRY,  HUNTS 


LOCHINVER,  SUTHERLANDSHiRE. 

GULAG  HGTEL. 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Fishing  in 
Numerous  Lochs,  Free.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
Route— Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily 
Mailmotor  or  Hire;  or  MacBrayne's 
boat  from  Glasgow,  Oban,  MaUaig,  &o. 
Hotel  Motor  can  meet  parties  at 
Invershin  on  due  notice  being  given. 

JOHN  MACKENZIE. 
Wires :  "  Oulag,  Lochinver." 


LOCH  ERIGHT  HOTEL, 

Dalwhintiie,  Inverness-shire. 

This  commodious  Hotel  now  open  to 
visitors.  Rebuilt  and  newly  furnished. 
Excellent  fishing  on  loch  and  river. 
Golf,  tennis,  garage,  petrol,  posting, 
boats  free.     Telegrams:  Adams,  Dal 

WHINNIE. 

GEORGE  ADAMS,  Proprietor, 
late  48,  Jebmyn  Street,  London. 


RIVER  FRALE, 

LI  STOW  EL,  Co.  KERRY. 

FREE  FISHING  over  15  miles.  Salmon  and  Sea 
Trout.  Eight  miles  from  Atlantic  Sea.  June, 
July,  September,  and  .|' Sober.  Bathroom,  hot 
and  cold  water,  Sitting 'feooms,  Bedrooms,  &c., 
fitted  with  electric  bells.  Terms,  £2  15s.  per: 
week.— Apply,  Mhs.  KIRBY, 

HOTEL  BRENDAN, 

LISTOWEL,  Co.  KERRY. 


SOUTH  DEVON. 

One  minute  from  River  Dart.  Two  miles 
Private  Pishing.  Good  for  Salmon  and 
Trout.  Lovely  scenery.  Near  moor 
Shooting. — Apply, 

MRS.  BEARD,  Northtfood,  Buckfastleigh 


CO.  DONEGAL. 


SALMON  &  WHITE  TROUT  FISHING 

On  the  Gweedore  and  Loughanure.  Hotel  on 
bank  of  River.  Half  an  hour's  walk  from 
Loughanure  and  five  minutes  Railway  Station. 
Good  boats  and  gillies  always  ready. — Apply 
Pkopribtor,  The  Hotel,  CroUy  Bridge,  Co. 
Donegal.   Telegrams:  " Hotel,  CroUy.' 


SALWEY  ARMS  HOTEL, 

WOOFFBRTON,  SALOP. 


GOOD  TROUT  AND  GRAYLING 
FISHING 

in  private  water.  2J  miles  in  River 
Teme.  10  minutes  from  Woofierton 
Station.    For  terms 

Apply,  MANAGER. 


THE  ANGLER'S  PARADISE. 

DOWROS  BAY  HOTEL 

ROSBEG,  CO.  DONEGAL. 

Tlie  above  Hotel  is  situated  in  its  own  grounds, 
overlooking  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  in  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  parts  of  the  Donegal  Highlands. 
Excellent  Trout  Fishing  in  four  magnificent 
lakes  belonging  to  the  Hotel.  Shooting  over 
5000  acres.  Good  Golf  Links.  Terms  moderate. 
Every  modern  convenience.  Under  experienced 
new  English  management.  Apply,  Manageress. 


TO  LET 

ON  THE  WELSH  DEE. 

£20  per  month.  Owner  unable  to  occupy 
About  a  mile  and  a  half  of  Salmon,  Trout- 
and  Coarse  Fishing ;  Shooting,  Boating  ; 
use  of  Furnished  Villa,  4  bedrooms, 
drawing  and  dining  rooms,  bath,  piano, 
stable,  tennis  ground,  and  attendance  to 
help  in  cooking,  &c.  Apply  to  Rev 
Shaw,  Regent  Street,  Gloucester. 


DUNDONNELL  HOTEL 

ULLAPOOL,  ROSS-SHIRE. 

Comfortable  Family  Hotel,  situated  at 
the  head  of  Little  Loch  Broom,  amidst 
some  of  the  most  beautiful  scenery  in  the 
Highlands. 

SPLENDID   SEA  FISHING 
AND  BOATING. 

Visitors  to  this  Hotel  have  the  right 
of  Trout  Pishing  in  five  lochs,  and  are 
taken  to  these  lochs  at  a  merely  nominal 
charge. 

JOHN  URQUHART,  Proprietor. 


HOSS-SHIFtE . 

AULTBEA  HOTEL 

Under  X^ew  Management. 
This  Hotel  is  beautifully  situated  on  the  \Vest 
Coast,  amid  splendid  Highland  scenery.  There 
is  superior  and  extensive  Brown  Trout  Fishings 
granted  specially  by  the  JIaniuis  of  Zetland  for 
visitors  at  Hotel.  Tlie  Hotel  is  new  and  newly 
furnished.    New  sanitary  aixangements. 

Splendid  Sea  Fishing  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing. 
Boating.    Hiring.    Sea  Bathing.     Route— Per 
Boat  from  Oban  to  Gairloch.    Carriage  will  be 
in  waiting  If  proprietor  is  communicated  with. 

C.  M'KENZIE 
(Late  of  Kylesku  Hotel,  Sutherlandshire). 


SCOTCH  SALMON  FISHINGS 
TO  LET. 

Full  particulars  of  all  Salmon  Fishings  to 
Let  in  Scotland  can  be  obtained  free  on  appli- 
cation to 

J.llfATSONLYALL&Co.,Ltd, 

Land  Agents, 

118,  Pall  Mall,  London,  S.W. 

They  publish  on  the  first  of  each  month  their 
List  of  »11  Fishings  and  Shootings  to  Let.  It  is 
sent,  post  free,  to  any  address  on  application, 
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J.  PEEK  &  SON, 

Wholesale,  Retail,  and  Expert  Fishing  Rod  and 
Tackle  Manufacturers. 

(aose  to  HOLBOBK,  LONDON,  W.C.) 

TROUT  RODS.   Best  Quality.   WHOLE  CANE  OR  GREENHEART.   2  greenheart  tops, 
snake  or  bridge  rings,  revolving  loops,  double  brazed,  universal  winch  fittings  brazed 

under  slide,  cork  grasp,  spear  and  division  bag,  10,  11,  or  12  feet  22/- 

WHOLE  CANE  OR  GREENHEART  TROUT  RODS.   2  greenheart  tops,  snake  rings, 

double  brazed,  bronzed  fittings,  wood  grasp,  division  bag,  10,  11,  or  12  feet    .       ,      .  10/6 

DITTO      DITTO        Single  brazed  8/6  and  7/6 

Best  Quality  GUNMETAL  OR  EBONITE  CHECK  REELS.    Revolving  plate.  Hard 

steel  checks  2i  in.,  7/6  ;  2iin.,  8/6  ;  2* in.,  10/6 

Bronzed  Revolving  Plate  CHECK  REELS  ....  2in.,  3/-;  2iin.,  3/3;  21  in.,  3/6 
Best  Quality  Waterproof  Plaited  FLlf  LINES      •      25  yds.,  1/6  and  1/9  ;  30yds.,  1/9  and  2/2 

Best  Double  Taper  DRY  FLY  LINES  30  yds.,  6/-,  7/-,  7/6 

Best  GUT  CASTS,  3  yds.  level  or  tapered  6d.  each 

Best  QuaMty  TROUT  FLIES,  or  Gut  or  Eyed  Hooks  1/-  doz. 

OATALOGtlE  GRATIS. 


THE  Simplex  AauATic 
Weed  guher 

(Patented  at  Home  and  Abroad). 

Will  cut  all  species  of  weed.    Suitable  for 
Lake  or  River. 

Price  from  £5,  packed  on  rail. 


Write  for  List  of  Corrugated  Steel  Punts 
£7  10s.  Od.  each, 
recommended  by  John  Bici<erdyl<e. 


PERCY  WADHAM 

PLUMASSIER  TO  THE  ROYAL  FAMILY, 

Pisciculturist  to  The  Carisbrooke  Fishing 
Association, 

NEWPORT,  ISLE  OF  WIGHT. 


ANGLERS 


ADVISED 


BEFORE  YOU  GO  ANGLING 

(for  any  kind  of  fish)  be  sure  to 
get  your  supplies  from  the  man 
who  knows  thoroughly  how  to 

make  and  how  to  use  all  kinds 
of  Bods  and  Tackle. 


Buy  direct  from 
the  MANUFAC- 
TURER, who  does  not 
charge  excessive  prices, 
and  who  does  not  charge 
you  for  stamping  his  name 
(although  known  world- 
wide) on  his  Manufac- 
tures. 

SPECIALITIES  :— Cane  built,  steel-centred  cane  built,  and  greenheart 
Rods.  Turnbull's  special  Reel.  The  "  Royal "  Line.  The  "  Turnbull " 
Creel.  The  "  Tumbull "  Cast  Case.  Turnbull's  Light-weight 
Waders.    Turnbull's  Patent  Net,  &c.,  &c. 

CASTS,  FLIES,  and  TACKLES  "  Undoubtedly  the; Best," 
AND  Stock  Always  Feesh. 


BEST  VALUE,  BEST  QUALITY,  and  PROMPT  ATTENTION. 
Visitors  to  Edinburgli  should  not  fail  to  call.    Inspection  respectfully  invited. 
NOTE   ONLY  ADDRESS s 

ROBERT  TURNBULL, 

FISHING  ROD  and  TACKLE  MANUFACTURER, 
(Angling  Expert  and  Loch  Leven  Champion), 

10  and  12,  Hanover  Street, 

CATALOGUES  FREE.  EDINBURGH. 


GREENHEART  v. 
ALL  OTHER  WOOD. 

Mr.  W.  M.  PLEVINS,  pupil  of 

MR.  JOHN  ENRIGHT, 

won  1st  prize  single  hand  rod, 

1st  prize  X5  ft.  »?odL, 
at  the  NEW  YORK  ANGLERS'  TOURNAMENT 

May  14th,  15th,  and  16th,  using- 

ENRICHT  GREENHEART  RODS. 

Cataloguam  from 

J8HN  ENRIGHT  &  SON 


HUTCHINSON  &  SON 

(late  ADLINGTON  &  HUTCHINSON,  Established  1745) 

are  the  only  makers  of  the  genuine 
KENDAL  FISH  HOOKS. 


FOR   IMMEDIATE  DELIVERY. 


BROWN  TROUT,  2-year-oltls  (stream-reared), 
1  and  2-year'Old  Rainbow  and  Loch  Leven  Trout 

Water  Shrimps,  Snails,  Crayfish,  Plants,  &c. 
Waters  inspected,  engineered,  and  improved. 


THE  ARROW  FISHERY,  Eardisland,  Herefordshire. 


HOTEL 
VICTORIA 

Northumberland  Avenue, 
Trafalgar  Square, 

LONDON. 


Firat-class.  Renowned  for  comfort. 
Luxurious  siiites  of  rooms,  with  private 
baths.    Inclusive  terms  from  14/6  per  day. 

Telegrams  :  "  Victorlola,  London. " 
GORDON  HOTELS  LTD. 


"LA  PECHE  MODERNE." 

An  Illustrated  French  Angling  Paper  published  the  1st  and  15th  of  each  month. 

Annual  Subscription,  4s, 

All  communications  should  be  addressed  to  the  Directors— Wybrs  Freres,  30,  Quai  de  Louvre.Parte. 


GUT.  GUT.  GUT. 

NEW  STOCK.    Specially  Selected, 

If  you  prefer  to  make  up  your  own  casts  or  to  tie  your  own 
hooks  and  tackle  now  is  the  time  to  secure  a  specially  good 
hank  of  gut,  CHOSEN  FROM  THE  NEW  CROP. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  last  crop  is  just  published.     Please  send 
for  a  copy  (Post  Free). 

ONE   OF   THIS   YEAR'S   TESTIMONIALS  :— 

Dear  Sir   Brecon.    January  23rd,  1908. 

Will  you  kindly  send  me  your  price  list  for  gut.  I  ha/ve  just  got  to  tlie 
end  of  some  salmon  gut  I  had  from  you  about  1896  or  1897.  I  never  broke  it 
once,  and  killed  several  salmon  on  casts,  "pointed"  with  2-3  strands  of  it,  last 
season  in  a  wild  rvoer  m  Norway.  This  must  be  about  a  "  record."  I  hope  you 
have  more  like  it !  "  

R.  RAMSBOTTOM,  '"""Surnrr^,,. 
81,  Market  Street,  MANCHESTER. 


Telegrams  :  "  PIscator.' 


Telephone  No.  1538. 


C.  FARLOW  &  CO., 

10»  Charles.  St.,  St.  James'  Square,  London,  S.W., 

Ana  ;iiei,  strani>,  i-ondon,  w.c 

Charles  St.  Telephone:  No.  2380  Gerrar(f.    Strard  Telephone:  No.  2620  Gerrard.    Telegrams:  "Greenheart.  London." 

FARLOW'S  " PERFEGTMUSifsSii^  OR  GRILSE  RODS. 

pieces,  fitted  w^h  ail  tne  f  ^^e^ly.    In  balance  and  action  the  Rods  are  constructed  on  the  most  im- 

'p"oveTprt%ler;  and  found  to  be  quite  powerful  enough  for  most  salmon  rivers. 

The  14  ft.  Rod  weighs  about  23  ounces,  price  £2  15s.,  with  two  Tops. 

The  15  ft.  Rod  weighs  about  26  ounces,  price  £3  5s.,  with  two  Tops. 

FARLOW'S  PATENT  LEVER  SALMON  WINCHES. 

""'"''"sizes  kept  in  stock    3i      3i      4      4i      4i  inches. 

Weight  (about)    9      ^     12     m    14i  ounces. 

FARLOW'S  "PERFECT"  CORK  HANDLE  CREENHEART 

TROUT  RODS. 

Made  in  three  pieces,  varying  in  lengths  from  9  ft.  to  11  ft. 

ThP  ^rios  of  these  Rods  are  made  of  solid  cork,  thereby  dispensing  with  the  wood  which  is  usually  left  for  the 
■      T^rrnrl  Handle  is  bored  to  receive  the  butt,  which  is  the  same  size  under  the  cork  as  above  the  grip, 
f;:seqLn%''g  ving  gr^^^^  ordinar;  Rods  of  the  same  length.   Jh^  P't^  ^^^.^^^^thrbts; 

t^nued  from  under  the  hand- is  an  immense  advantage.  They  are  made  by  our  own  Rodmakers,  finished  m  the  best 
rannerTssl^bCand  have  every  improvement,  straight  metal  fittings,  snake  rings,  and  made  of  selected  Greenheart. 

Price  £1  10s.  each;  snperior  Msh,  £2  5s.  (2  Tops  and  Top  Case  to  each  Rod). 

10  ft.  to  10  ft.  6  in.  are  the  most  useful  for  Dry-Fly  Fishing. 

Leonard's  Celebrated  American  Split  Bamboo  Fishing  Rods. 

Trout  Fly  Rods,  9  ft.  to  Wh  ft,  4  oz.  to  1\  oz.  each.    Salmon  Rods,  14  ft,  Id  ft,  &  16  ft,  about  21  oz.  to  23  oz.  each  in  stock. 

HALFORD'S  NEW  PATTERNS  FLOATING  FLIES. 

The  sizes  recommended  by  Mr.  Halford  all  kept  in  stock.  Dressed  from 
patterns  kindly  supplied  us  by  F.  M.  Halford,  Esq.,  and  he  has  exammed 
a  set  of  the  Flies  made  by  us  and  signed  them  as  correctly  dressed. 

ALL    BOOKS    ON    ANGLING    KEI^X    FOR  SALE. 

Price  List,  250  Illustrations,  Gratis  and  Post  Free. 

c.  PARLOvr&^cari^D. 


Established  over  60  Years. 
FISHING    TACKLE  MANUFACTURERS. 

Charles  St.  Telephone:  No.  2380  Gerrard.         Strand  Telephone:  No.  2620  Gerrard.         Telegrams:  "Greenheart,  London.", 
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lOPILEUDOWELl 

Englishj  Scotch,  d  Norwegian  Angling  Agents. 

ENGLISH,  SCOTCH,  AND  IRISH 
SHOOTINGS, 
GROUSE  MOORS  &  DEER  FORESTS. 

Norwegian  Elk,  Reindeer,  and  Ryper 

Shootings. 
Austrian  and  Hungarian  Shootings. 


ENGLISH  &  SCOTCB  ESTATES  FOR  SALE, 


Only  Addrens : — 

"LUMLEY  HOUSE," 
34,  St.  James's  St.,  London,  S.W. 

(One  door  from  Jermyn  Street). 


NORWEGIAN  ANGLINGS 

AUGUST  1st.— AAKD.VL  RIVER,  Sugnefjc.id. 
famous  for  heavy  Sea  Trout.    Good  for 
600  lbs. 

AUGUST  1st.— GAILA  RIVEK,  Osen,  two 
Beats,  with  House  or  Hotel.  Prettiest 

angling  river  in  Norway. 

AUGUST  1st.— VIBSXAD  BEAT  on  Namsen. 
Good  for  750  lbs.  heavj  Salmon,  Grilse,  and 
Sea  Tiout. 

AUGUST  1st.— VAXDAL  RIVER.  Famous 
for  its  fine  Sea  Trout  Fishing.  Hotel. 

AUGUST  1st.— AARLIVOLD,  BRAGSET  and 
K.JERSTAD  BEATS  on  the  Orkla  River, 
witli  nice  Farm-houses.  All  good  for  nice  hags 
of  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout. 

AUGUST  1st.— ST.TORDAL,  LERFOLD  BEAT. 
Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout.  Farm. 

AUGUST  1st  to  SEPTEMBER  14th.— MO- 
HONJI  X  BEAT,  with  Pastor  and  Bridge 
Pools,  on  the  Laerdal.    To  Sublet.  House. 

AUGUST  3p<i  to  SEPTEMBER  5th.— ARGO 
RIVER.     Noted  for  its   heavy  average 
weiglit  of  Salmon.    Comfortable  house. 

JULY,  AUGUST.  SEPTEMBER. -SUNELVEN 
AH  bank  casting.    Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea 
Trout.  Farm. 

JULY,  AUGUST,  SEPTEMBER  — RELLING 
RIVER.    Last  season's  catch,  16  Salmon, 
32  Grilse,  340  Sea  Trout,  d33  lbs. 

SEPTEMBER     1st     to  30th.-NIDELV, 
Salmon,  Grilse  and  Sea   Trout  Fishing. 
House. 

g|EVEN  ELK  RIGHTS  in  Namdalem.  Farm. 
•pEN  ELK  RIGHTS  in  GULUALEN.  Farm. 
'pEN  ELK  RIGHTS  in  STJORDALEN.  Farm. 

FIVE  RED  DEER  STAGS  on  two  Norwegian 
Islands.    Heavy  lieasts,  good  heads.  £50 
Season. 

JJEINDEER  SHOOTINGS  from  £35  to  £100. 

SCOTCH  ANGLINGS. 

JULY.— VERY  GOOD  DEVERON 
AOU  BEAT  with  Charming  Cottage, 
rjcfk  PER  MONTH.  September  and  October. 
XiUU  Excellent  Beat  on  the  Deveron. 
SMALL  GROUSE  MOOR  could  be  had  from  Ist 
Aufinst.  Hotel  or  comfortable  apartments 
aTallable. 

.PI  JULY-    £.50  1  to  21st  August.  Good 

3D  1  tlU  Angling  on  East  Coast  River.  Room 
for  three  rods.  Hotel. 


GRIMERSTA.— Rods  available  on  this  famous 
river  for  various  periods. 

X}ir\(\  FROM  16th  SEPTEMBER  to  15th 
X>lUv/  OCTOBER.— Excellent  Tweed  Beat 
available.  Hotel. 

nCA  PER  MONTH.— Excellent  Beat  on  the 
SDUU  £)on.  2  miles  on  one  bank,  with  small 
House,  available  to  end  July, 

X}Ar\  — XiOdge  and  Fishing,  to  28th  July, 
XrVJ  ,  Argyllshire,  Sea  Trout  and  few  Salmon. 
Hotel. 

rtOfV— For  Whole  Autumn  Season ,  GOOD 
X/\j\J  TWEED  BEAT,  1  mile  in  extent ; 
seldom  let,  good  for  20-30  fish.  Hotel. 

TO  SUB-LET  — TWEED :  Long  Stretch  of 
Water,  partly  one  bank,  and  partly  both 
banks.  Available  to  Slst  August.  Would  be 
let  by  the  month.  Hotel. 

WaU-known  Beats  on  the  AWE.DEE,  DEVERON, 
WAVER,  SPEY,  TWEED,  TAY,  and  many  other 
reliable  Salmon,  Grilse,  Sea  Trout,  and  Brown 
Trout  Rivers. 

Also  numerous  Trout  Fishings  for  the  Summer 
and  Autumn  months,  with  or  without  Lodges 
and  Shootings. 

IRISH  ANGLINGS. 

KATS  on  the  BLACKWATER,  LEB,  BOYNE, 
OWBNMORE,   ERNE,  8ULNEY,  SHAN- 
NON, &e.,  lor  1908.  

ENGLISH  ANGLINGS. 

Fine  Sectioni  on  all  best  English  Riven. 


B 


FLY  CASTING 

Accuracy  and  Delicacy  taught  in 

Every  Style  of  Salmon  and 
Trout  Fly  Casting  by 

The  Amateur  Champion  in  Trout  Fly  Casting, 
Author  of  "  The  Science  of  Dry  Fly  Fishing 
and  Salmon  Fishing,"  price  io/6  net. 

Clients  can  be  coached  on  Mr.  Shaw's  Ground  at 
Marlborough  Road,  N.W.,  or  on  his  trout  and 
grayling  waters  near  London,  or  else  on  their  own 
ground.  Not  more  than  one  client  or  two  friends 
taken  during  any  one  lesson.  Rods,  lines,  &c. 
supplied. 

PERFECTION  IN  CASTING  GUARANTEED 
In  Three  Lessons. 

For  Terms,  apply  to— 

MR.  FRED  G.  SHAW, 

Neville  Court,  Abbey  Road,  N.W. 

ALL  INTERESTED 

IN  THE  SUBJECT  SHOULD  BEAD 

MINIATURE  RIFLE  SHOOTING 

By  L.  R.  TIPPINS,  Author  of Mod^im  Bifle  Shooting;' dc. 
WITH  MANY  ILLUSTRATIONS. 

p.  *^P^^^'^^,^-~^n^?}^  on  Rifle  Shooting  at  Home  by  R.  B.  Marston,  Methods  and 
Firs^t  Principles ;  Gallery  Cartridges ;  Mid-Range  Miniature  Cartridges ;  Rifle 
Sights ;  Gallery  Rifles ;  Morns  Tubes ;  Breech  Adaptors ;  Mid-Range  Miniature 
Il'*'®l-'fl  ^"'*g°''  Ranges  ;  Outdoor  Ranges  ;  Targets  ;  Learning  to  Shoot ;  Cleaning 
the  Rifle  ;  Range  and  Practice  ;  Miniature  Matches  and  Competition ;  Rifle  Clubs  • 
Supplementary  Chapter.   

The  Times  says  :  "  We  could  only  wish,  with  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  who  has  written  an  instructive 
preface  to  the  work,  that  Rifle  Sliooting  could  be  termed  with  us  a  national  pastime  A  handv 

ittle  vohime."  '  '  '  ■' 

The  Spectator  •lys  :  "  Will  be  found  of  the  greatest  service  to  tliose  who  are  interested  in  the 
torniatioQ  of  Civilian  Rifle  Clubs.    A  perfect  mine  of  information  ■' 

Volunteer  Service  Gazette :  "  Will  not  only  be  welcomed  by  beginners,  but  will  be  perused 
with  advantage  by  the  more  experienced.  .  .  .  Singularly  clear  and  lucid." 
Can  be  had  post  fbee  by  sending  2/2  in  stamps  to  R.  B.  Marston,  19,  Adam 
Street,  Adelphi,  Strand,  London,  W.C. 


LUMLBT  ft  DOWBLL.  Lumley  House, 
34,  St.  James's  Street,  London,  S.W. 


MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 

WHEN  VISITING  THE 

NORTH  OF  IRELAND 

TRAVEL  IN  COMFORT 
VIA 

HEYSHAM  &  BELFAST. 


MAGNIFICENT  NEW  STEAMERS 

TURBINE  AND  TWIN-SCREW. 

THROUGH   EXPRESS  TRAINS 

arrive  and  depart  alongside  the  Steamers. 

BREAKFAST  &  DI>«INQ  CARS. 


Apply  to  any  Midland  Agent  (or  Pocket 
Information  Folder  P.F.  39. 


Derby.      W.  GUY  6RANET,  General  Manager. 


FISHING  &  SPORTING  PROPERTIES, 

Houses,  Land,  and  Estates 
To  LET  and  for  SALE 

BEE  THE 

ESTATES  GAZETTE, 

The  oldest  and  best  Journal  devoted  to 
Land,  House  Property,  and  Agriculture. 

Forthooming  Sales  and  Besults  of 
Sales  recorded  each  week. 

EVERY  SATURDAY.  Price  3d. 

ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION,  158. 
Ohhf  OrFiOB  : 
6,  ST.  BRIDE  STREET.  LONDON.  E.C. 


Ang'lers  wishing:  to  obtain 
HOTEL,  INN,  or  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Dove  and  Izaak  Walton  Oouatry 

BHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN  ' 

The  Ashbourne  News  &  Dove  Valley  Record. 

'WanUd"  advtt.,  18  wordi,  Sd. ;  80  word*.  K.,  prepaid. 

Address  :  News  Office.  Ashbourne. 


L  k  H,  W.  R. 

BEST  ROUTBS  TO 

IRELAND 


vim  HOLYHEAD,  thence  hj  Mail 
and  Express  steamers  to  KINGSTOWN 
and  DUBLIN  (North  WaU)  for  Belfaat, 
Waterford,  Cork,  Killamey  Lakes, 
Oonnttnara,  Qalway,  Sligo,  Ballinrobe, 
River  Shannon,  Lough  Derg,  Lough 
Bee. 

Vim  HOLYHEAD,  thenoe  by 
Exprees  Steamer  to  GREENORE  for 
Dundalk,  Warrenpoint,  Rostrevor, 
Newry,  Newcastle,  Londonderry, 
Donegal,  Belfast,  Lough  Erne,  Lough 
Naagh,  Fortrush,  Giant's  Causeway. 

Via  FLEETWOOD  or  LIVERm 
POOL,  thenoe  by  Fast  Steamers  to 

BELFAST, 

Vim  FLEETWOOD,  thenoe  by 
Steamer  direct  to  LONDONDERRY, 

Vim  OARLISLE  mnti  STRAN- 
RAER, thenoe  by  the  Shortest  Sea 
Passage  to  LARNE  for  Belfast. 


Bee  Tourist  Programmes  issued  by  the 
L.  4  N.  W.  Ry. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON, 
Emton  Station.         General  Manager. 


XjOOK  !     IL.OOK  ! 

BAITS  FOR  THE  HOLIDAYS, 

The  Best  early  BAIT  fop  Trout  and 
all  kinds  of  Coarse  Fish  is 

THE  CADDIS  GRUB 

Half  pint,  1/3,  po.st  free. 

THF  A  IfFR     2.  BROAD  MARSH. 
A"IiAA.£*n,  NOTTINGHAM 


Are  You  Insured  Against  All  Casualties? 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT? 


You  can  now  obtain  a  PoUoy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 
(not  a  limited  number  of  diseases  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

No  Medie<U  Ba  a  ttincMon  requir«dt 
Write  for  Proapectut  and  Terma  of  Agency 

CAS  U  ALT  V 
INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

F.  J.  LEE-SMITH,  Managing  Director, 

7.  Waterloo  Plaee,  London.  S.W. 
DO  IT  MOW. 

This  Insurance  Is  not  eonflned  t* 
Railway  Train  Accidents  onlv,  but  against 
All  Passenger  Vehtele  Aeeldents. 


FREE  INSURANCE -£100. 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURAMOX  COMPANT,  LTD., 

will  pay  to  the  legal  repregentatira  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  ahall  happen  to  meet  with  hi»  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehtule, 
licensed  for  paaienger  service.  In  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-payln« 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
on  the  following  conditions  : — 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  In  which  It 
la,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  his  or  her  place 
of  abode,  ao  long  as  the  Coupon  is  signed. 

8.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  tht 
Company  gnamnteeing  th  J  Insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

1.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

6.  That  no  person  can  claim  In  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 

Signed  

Address  

The  dne  fulBlment  of  this  Insurance  Is  guaran- 
teed by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO.,  LTD. 

7.  Waterloo  PlaeOi  London,  S.W., 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made. 


SPEOIAL  MOTIOE. 

Subscrioers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
In  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  duriug 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  Cascaltt 
Insurance  Compamy,  Ltp.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 


ANGLING 

ON  THE  RIVERS 
BURB  I.BA  BTORT 

CAM  NBNB  BTOUR 

CHBI.HBR  ORWEUI.  WAVBNBY 
CROUCH  OUSB  WBLluAND 

se:a  fishcxno 

ON  THE 

EAST  OOAST. 

CHEAP  WEEK-END  TICKETS  ARE 
ISSUED  EVERY  SATURDAY 

to  Stations  serving  the  above  and  other 

Fishing  Resorts. 
For  full  particulars  write  to  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Line,  Liverpool  St.  Station, 
London,  B.C. 


mmx  mmni  Pomt  Fmmm  f»r  0if . 


FREWIN'S 

SPECIAL  NAILS  i 


Raaommandad  by  the 

BDITOR  of  the 
"FIBHIMQ  OAXHTXa." 


For  Fishing:  and 
Shootins  BroKues 
and  Boots. 

46,  DENMARK  HILL, 
LONDON,  S.E. 


THS    FISBiyO    GAZETTE,   JUNE   27,  1908 


1.  LAROEST,  2  inch  ilameter  butt,  16  to  IS 
feet  long;  2.  MEDirM,  I  to  IJ  inch  diametei 
bntt,  16  to  18  feet  long ;  i.  Small,  »  to  1  inch 
diameter  butt.  11  feet  long.  PriceB  :  No.  1, 1/6, 
2/6,  S/6  each  ; -No.  2,  1/6,  2/6,  3/6  each  ;  No. 
3,  2/6  each. 

HENRY  WHITTY. 

Cane  JmporteT  and  h\*hino  Rod  Maker, 

BASNETT  STREET,  LIVERPOOL. 


CISHURSTINE. 

The  Best  Dubbing  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLESALE  FROM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London 


GENTLES. 

International  &  Champion- 
ship Winners. 

Sample  Tins,  6d. ;  Large  Tins,  1/-.  We 
guarantee  One  Pint  of  Solid  Maggots  in 
the  large  Tins,  One  Quart  with  the 
packing.  Sent  by  rail,  carriage  forward. 
No  stamps;  P.O.  preferred.  Trade 
supplied.    Apply  for  Terms. 

J.  T.  PICKERSGILL, 

44.  Market  Place.  Kelzhley.  Yorkshire. 


}. 


FLY-DRESSING 

MATERIALS. 

WlnirS)  «Haei'  les, 

Silks.     All  kinds 
PARCELS    MADE    TO  SUIT 

CUSTOMERS'  WANTS. 
Now  is  the  time  to  order  FUee  to 
Pattern  ;  also  see  to  Repairs.  *c. 
FLYMAKERS'  HANDBOOK 

2s.  iK.Pt  free. 
A   FEW    FISH  (F>I.IES 
1  3  post  free. 
B.  MILLER.  19,  New  Station  Street 
(JJortheri'  Anglers'  1'pi>6t).  LEEDS. 


H.  JOHNSON,  Gut  Merchant. 

Send  1/-  for  3  SAMPLE  CASTS,  3  yards  each, 
tapered,  fine,  medium,  and  strong,  and  se( 

BEST  "selected  DRAWN    GUT,  3,  4,  and  5x 

13  in.,  2/6  ;  15  in..  3/- ;  18  in.,  4/-  per  100. 
BEST  UNDRAWN  GUT,  2x,  fine,  16  in.,  2/6 

18  in.,  3/- :  20  in.,  3/6  per  100. 
GUT    CASTS,    FIRST    QUALITY,  1  yard,  1/4 

2  jards,  2/6  ;  3  yards,  3/6  per  doz. 
BEST    SOLID    PLAITED    ROACH    LINES,  pe 

100  yards,  1/6:  BARBEL,  2/-  ;  PIKE,  3/6. 
BEST    NOTTINGHAM    LOBS    AND    BAG,  3/» 

per  1,000.  THE  TRADE  SUPPLIED. 

155,  Waterway  Street,  Noltmgham 


Birkbeck  Bank 

ESTABLISHKD  18i). 

Southampton  Buildings.Higb  l1olborn,W  C 

2i  per  cent.  IKTEKEST 

allowed  on  Depo«lt  Accounts  Repayable  on 
Demand.  

2  per  cent.  INTEREST 

allowed  on  Drawing  Accounts  wlth-Cheque  Book. 
5t.jcks  and  Shares  bought  and  sold  for  Customers. 
Advances  made  a!'d  all  General  Banking  Business 
transBcted 

ALMANACK  w«h  lull  particulars,  POST 
FRKE  on  anpiicatlon 
C.  F   RAVT-VSCROFT.  Socretary. 


PORGELAIH 
RINGS. 

The  unqualified  success  of  our  genuine 
Porcelain  Rod  Ring  is  attested  by  the 
leading  anglers  of  the  day.    List  of  sizes, 
prices,  and  particulars  free. 
F.  W.  OAlLiE, 

Anglers'  Depot,  Hanley,  Stags 

SPROUSTON,  KELSO. 

HIGHEST  Awards  of  all  for  Salmon 
Flies  at  the  Great  International 
Fisheries  Exhibition.  Salmon  Flies  for 
all  parts  of  the  world.  Sets  of  dozen  or 
half-dozen  of  the  best  pattern  and  sizes  for 
any  river.  Special  or  local  patterns  copied. 


WORMS.— The  celebrated  Edinburgh 
Pink  Tails,  the  most  brilliant  and 
attractive  Worms  for  clear  water  and  all 
kinds  of  fishing.  For  Gash  only.  One 
gross,  properly  secured,  packed  in  moss 
in  good  bag,  carriage  paid,  for  Is.  9d. ;  2 
gross  do.  3s.  Send  P.0.0.  to  Habdy  Bbob., 
5,  South  St.  David  Street,  Edinburgh. 


^i?D Sprinkle  your  Blankets, 
W  Woollens,  Furs,  etc.,  with 
KEATING'S  POWDER. 


Estnbliehed  over  ICQ  years. 

"alted  Fishing  Lines  are  well-known  everywhere 

Ro»cH,  per  100  yards.,  1/8  Pibk,  per  loo  yards,  8/6 
B.RREi,  ..  2/0        Salmon  .,  «'e 

Send  directed  envelope  for  samples,  and  test 
with  other  lines.  Theaker's  Hooks  to  Gut  for 
Match  Fishing.  Best  Crystal  Hooks,  any  size  to 
16  in.  drawn  gut,  from  3x  to  6ic,  lOd.  per  doz.  ; 
14  in.  gut,  7d.  per  dozen.  Best  Gut  Casts,  fine, 
medium,  or  strong,  1  yard,  1«.  per  doz.  ;  2  yards, 
■2.1  id.  per  doz,  ;  3  yards,  3«.  6d.  per  doz.  Dealer 
in  all  kinds  of  Baits.  Best  Nottingham  Lob- worms 
md  Bag,  3.?.  id.  per  1,000.    ITie  trade  supplied. 

1,  BROAD  MARSH.  NOTTINGHAM. 


BOOTH, 


Fishing  Rod  Maker  &  Gut  Merchant, 
Paragon  Street,  HULL. 

BOOTH'S  •97  LIGHT  ROACH  ROD,  three 
joint,  balanced  handle,  cane,  la«ioewood  top, 
sn.ake  rings,  brazed,  winch  fittings  ;  best  bag  ; 
lightest  Rod  used.  lOJ,  11,  12,  and  13  feet, 
5/4.  5/10,  6/6.  7/9.    Carriage,  4d. 

'OS  ROACH  ROD,  very  light,  special  pattern 
mottled  cane  balauce  handle,  cork  grip,  screw 
end  bronzed  fittings,  104  ft.,  8/6. 

DRAWN  3X  GUT,  16  and  17  in.,  3/10  and  4/- 
pei- 100.    New  Gut. 

BOOTH'S  LINE  GUARD  (Regd.)  8d.  &  6d. 
to  3  inch.    Larger  8d.  Send  size  of  Reel. 


WORMS. 

Well  scoured  Maiden  Dews  and 
Brandling,  1/3  per  box. 

MAGGOTS. 

Clean  and  freshly  bred,  1/-  and  2/' 
per  box. 

J.  E.  MILLErTiB,  New  Station  St. 

(Northern  Anglers'  Depot),  LEEDS. 


ROYAL  BENGAL  SILK  LINES 

The  New  Pattern  In  Green  Weed  Shade. 

ITiese  wonderful  lines  possess  enoriuous 
strength  and  dm-aliility,  although  so  remarkably 
fine  in  grade.  My  No.  6,  the  "Superb,"  will  kill 
all  kinds  of  cuarse  fish,  including  Trout  and 
Grayling. 

My  No.  8,  the  "  Perfect "  (just  manufactured), 
is  the  colour  of  clear  water  anil  is  specially  in- 
tended to  meet  the  requirements  of  clear  water 
fishermen.  The  Ijest  ever  placed  on  the  market 
Prices  :— the  "  Superb,''  90  yds.  1/4  ;  4S  yds.  9f' 
30  yds.  Id.  The  "  Perfect "  (green  shade),  90  j  ds, 
1/4  ;  46  yds.  Od. ;  30  yds.  7rf.  (postage  free).- 
Addiess,HENRYCOXON(oiily  Jiuglish  Agent) 
Walton  Villa,  West  Bridgford,  No-tingbam. 


BE  PRACTICAL. 

Your  own  iiisiinct  is  usually  <|uiti: 
sufiicient  U)  tell  you  th.at  it  is  time  to 
do  fiomothing  in  regard  to  tho.sc  uneasy 
sensations  that  have  no  long  caused  you 
an.xiety  and  annoyaDtc.  If  delayei] 
the  trouble  may  not  be  easily  disposcil 
of,  but  just  now  it  is  quite  possible 
that  nothing  more  is  required  to  put 
you  right  than  a  few  (loses  of  Ucecham's 
I'ills.  This  famous  medicine  is  safe 
and  simple  in  its  operation,  and  no  one 
can  take  it  without  being  greatly 
bcm  fitefl.  Allow  yourself  to  be  guided 
iiy  theex(  orience  of  others.  'I'hou.sands 
are  to-day  enjoying  vigorous  health 
solelv    through    taking    these  pills. 

DO  AS  OTHERS  DO 

l'iO(Uire  a  supply  at  once— full  directions 
go  with  each  bo.x — and  taken  according 
to  instructions,  you  can  depend  upon 
an  immediately  improved  condition. 
'Ihe  organs  affected  will  be  promptly 
restored  to  their  noripal  healthy  state. 
Your  interest  in  everyday  affairs  will 
no  longer  languish.  Your  outlook  will 
at  once  resume  more  cheerful  colours, 
and  you  w  ill  be  able  again  to  enter  with 
zest  into  the  duties  and  pleasures  of 
life.  If  you  would  be  like  those  hcart\  , 
happy,  healthy  people  you  are  con- 
stantly meeting, 

TAKE 

Beegham's 


Pills 


Prepared  only  by 
THOVAS  BEECHAM,  St.  Helens,  Lane 

Sold  everywhere  in  boxes, 
price  1/11  (56  prils)  &  2/9  (168  pills). 


M.  BARNES, 


FISHING  TACKLE  MAKER 
AND  CUT  IMPORTER, 
1,  ST.  SWITHIN'S  SQUARE,  LINCOLN. 

Sole  Maker  of  the  Celebrated  "LINDUM" 
Pure  Silk  8-Plait  Fishing  Lines,  which  are 
warranted  not  to  curl  or  kink. 

Hoach        ..     l«.  6ii.  I     Per  100  yards. 
Barbel       ..     2s.  Od.  I  Wliite  or  Neutral 
Pike  ..     3s.  6d.  (  Green, 

Salmon     .  .     4.<.  6d.  )       on  Boards 
Also  Make*  of  Flax,  Linen,  "Albion"  and 
•  •  "Castle  "  Lines.    Rods,  Keels.  Tackln.  &c.  Xb« 
'rjut  KliesiM.  per  dozen.    G  l'iMednJ.s  :  Paris 
-■■d  Lincoln.    i*'h.,l"'ajt.  Re.tMl.        /or  Kxuort. 


RAPID  TRAVEL  IN  LUXURY. 

GREAT  CENTRAL  RAILWAY. 

Quickest  and  Shortest  Route  from  London  to  Stratford-cn-Avon. 

SHEFFIELD  SPECIAL  leaves  London  (Marylebone)  each  week-day  at  3.20  p.m.,  and  runs 
to  Sheffield  without  a  stop. 

EXPRESS  SERVICE  of  CORRIDOR  and  BUFFET  CAR  TRAINS  between  London 
(Marylebone)  and  Rugby,  Leicester,  Nottingham,  Pheflield,  Leeds,  Huddersfield,  Halifax,  Bradford, 
York,  Manchester,  Liverpool,  Ac. 

The  COMPARTMENTS  of  the  Trains  represent  the  ACME  OF  COMFORT.  They  are 
Luxuriously  Upholstered,  Well  Li^rhted,  Perfectly  Ventilated,  and  Main- 
tained at  a  Genial  Temperature  without  being  stuffy. 

T  URBINE  STEAMERS  between  GRIMS5Y  and  ROTTERDAM  every  Tuesday,Thursday, 
and  Saturday.  These  ships  are  fitted  with  Stone-Lloyd's  system  of  watertight  compartments, 
rendering  the  vessel  practically  unsinkable. 

CONTINENTAL  BOAT  EXPRESSES  run  from  Principal  Stations  in  connection  with 
ihese  sailings. 

TOURIST,  WEEK-END  and  EXCURSION  FACILITIES  to  all  the  Principal  Health 
and  Pleasure  Resorts.   Frequent  Excursions  to  the  Midlands  and  the  North. 

For  full  particulars  apply  to  any  Great  Central  Station,  Town  Office,  or  to  Messrs. 
Dean  &  Dawson,  Ltd. 


GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

AHGLERS  in  search  of  the  BEST  SEA  FISHING 

Should  visit  PENZANCE  and  fish  Mount's  Bay. 

SPICIMEN  FISH  the  rule,  not  the  exception.  PENZANCE  easily 
HEADS  THE  LIST  of  BIG  SEA  FISH  just  published. 

-THE  GREAT  WESTERN  is  also  the  direct  route  (via  Fishguard)  to 
Ballycotton,  the  home  of  the  GIANT  SKATE,  and  other  famous  South  of 
Ireland  fishing  resorts.  

For  full  particulars  of  Tourist  and  Week-end  TicHets.  send  a  postcard  to  Superintendent  of 

the  Line,  Paddington  Station,  W.    .  „ 

'  ^  JAMSS  C.  INGLIS,  General  Manager, 


EVERYTHING 

FOR  THE 

FISHERMAN. 


GAMAGES 


OUR  CELEBRATED  WHOLE  CANE  BANK  ROD,  polished  wood 
butt,  i  joints,  bronzed  universal  fittings,  1  top,  16  ft.,  4, 11,  extra 
tops,  1  /-  each.  .  ,     .  , 

EAST  INDIA  CANE  PUST  ROD,  3  joints,  2  tops,  improved  wmcb 
fittings,  polished  pine  grip,  5/6.         .  .  ,     „  ,    , ,    v,  i 

EAST  INDU  CANE  PUNT  ROD,  3  jmnts,  2  tops,  double  brazed, 
bronzed  universal  fittings,  cork  grip,  10/6.    Ditto,  4  joints,  12  It., 

EAST^'ll^DIA  CAti'  NOTTINGHAM   BOTTOM   AND  SPINNING 

ROD  2  tops,  double-brazed  phosphor' bronze  rings,  cork  grip  and 
rubber  button,  10  ft.  A  combination  of  lightness  and  strengtb,  1 7/  b. 

GREENHEART  FLY  RODS,  3  joints,  1  top,  snake  rings,  bronzed 
universal  fittings,  in  bag,  lengths,  10,  lOi,  and  11  ft..  5/b. 
Ditto        ditto  with  2  tops,  6/6. 

OUR  • '  POPULAR  ••  GREENHEART  FLY  BOD,  2  tops,  double  brazed, 
cork  grip,  universal  fittings,  lengths  10,  lOi,  and  11  ft.,  10/6. 

THE  "REFEREE"  FLY  ROD,  3  joints,  greenheart,  cork  grip,  double 
brazed,  2  tops,  one  short  tor  spinning  purposes,  lengths,  trom  9  to 
U  feet,  13/6.    A  very  light  and  perfectly  balanced  rod. 

THE  "GB.  CHALLEN-gI-'  SUPERIOR  QUAIITY  ENCJLISH 
BUILT  SPLIT-CiANE  FLY  RODS,  fitted  with  2  tops,  lock  joints, 
cork  grip,  hollow  net  handle  for  tops,  highly  finished  whippings, 
lenc^hs  from  10  to  12  ft.,  32/6.  By  far  the  best  value  on  the  market. 


A.    W.  GAMAGE, 

HOLBORN,  LONDON,  E.G. 


NEW  FISHING 
CATALOGUE 

Now  ready.  Post  free. 

No.  36D.   SUPERIOR  QUALITY  2-JOINT  GREENHEART  SEA  ROD. 

2  tops,  double  Inazed,  cork  grip,  rubber  huttiin,  extra  strong 
ttttuigs,  25,  -. 

No.  36B.  OUR  LADIES'  GREENHEART  SEA  ROD,  2  joints,  fitted 
with  porcelain  bridged  rings  tbrougbout,  double  brazed,  cork  itrip, 
length  6i  ft.,  12/6. 

No.  37.  OUR  •'  POPULAR  "  SEA  ROD.  E,Tst  India  cauc  butt,  green- 
heart  top.  pulley  end,  swell  grip,  single  brazed,  phosphor  bronze 
fittings,  leunths  6,  7,  and  S  ft.,  5/-. 

No.  37.V.  OUR  "POPULAR"  SEA  ROD,  double  brazed,  cork  grip, 
rubber  button,  10 '6. 

OUR  SPECIAL  "BALLYCOTTON  HERCULEAN"  ROD,  2  joints, 
butt,  best  selected  Touqiiin  cane,  closely  whipped,  double  cork  grip, 
poicelaiu  bridge  rings,  2  greenheart  tops.  1  pulley,  best  Enghsb- 
built  split  cane,  porcelain  rings,  27/6. 

OUR  CELEBRATED  ALPHA  CABLE  LAID  SEA  LINE,  These  sea 
lines  have  been  siiecially  made  for  us.  and  each  is  te«ted  before 
being  iiacked.    lliO  yd.  hanks.   No.  1,  3/6.   No.  2,  3/-.   No.  3,  2,  9. 

THE  "  Ci.B."  INTERNATIONAL  SEA  LINE.  Absolutely  the  str,)ngesl 
line  ou  tlie  market  for  sea  Ilshing.  In  three  sizes;— No.  1,  3/6  ;  N".  2,. 
3/_  •  No  3,  2,'9,  per  100  \ds.    Put  up  in  .',0  yd.  sp-iols,  eonneetc<l.. 

BEST  TROUT  FLIKs  to  gut,  i  -  per  doz  BEST  DOUBLE  WING  FLOAT- 
ING FLIES,  1  '9  per  doz  SALMON  FLIES, all  patterns  from  lOd.  to 
1/9  each.   Special  attention  paid  to  dressing  anglers' own  patterns. 


CHEAPSlOE,   LONDON,  E.G. 


THB^-J-iaaSNQ    OAABTTK,   .JI  SE  'i7,  I90H 


EARLY  PIKE  FISHING. 


THE  ONLY  ARTIFICIAL  BAIT  that  can  be  suc- 
cessfully worked  over  WATER    WITH  WEEDS 
NEAR  THE  SURFACE  is  the 

GRAVITY  MINNOW. 


With  its  adjustable  Water  Ballast,  it  can  be  spun 
slowly  over  a  reed  bed  where  the  Pike  lie  in  Summer. 

The  Gravity  Minnow  is  armed  with  one  treble 
hook  for  weedy  water,  with  additional  side  hooks 
for  open  water. 

It  is  fish-like  in  shape,  and  proved  to  be  a  deadly 
killer. 


OF  ALL    TACKLE  DEALERS. 


W  BARTLEET  &  SONS,  r 


CASTING  ?.T  REEL 


SEND  US  A  POSTCARD  FOR 


A  FREE  ILLUSTRATED 
BOOKLET 

DESCRIBING 

THE  GROSSLE  REEL, 
SLIGK  &  GORST  rods, 

SPIDER  WEB  LINE,  AND 


THE  BEST 


METHODSoeGASTING 


ILLUSTRATED  BY  NUMEROUS  DIAGRAMS, 
DRAWINGS,  and  PHOTOGRAPHS  from  LIFE. 


Hy.  MILWARD  &  SONS,  Ltd.,  REDDIT:}H. 


CATALOGUES    POST    FHEe    OM  APPLICATION. 


ANDERSONS' 

GOLD  MEDAL 

FISHING 


ANDEBSON,  ANDERSON  &  ANDERSON  Ltd. 


BROGUES^ 


I    'THESE    BROGUES    ABE    BWAHDED    "  ANDEBSOWS"    LOWDOW    GOLD    MEDAL    5ROGUES."  J 


AND 


BAGS 


"  EXPANDING  "  SALMON, 
EndB  can  b«  folded  in. 
14ift   by  Kin-  «     «^     ■*  10/t 


tSA.'    BOAT  CUSHION, 
by  »iin  .  StOHt  Twill  7jC 


NEW  "  FBERE." 
DctkchAbU  Ilabb«r  Lininf. 

Lk\«<  UnUn^d 

No,  t  (18  by  H)        ^  ars 

No.  t  (■»  by  IS)  ia;<  IOf« 
No.  S  (U  by  181  l«/8  11/8 
No.  4    (tSbyl5l    I8.8    «.  t4J« 


FOLDING 
WATERPROOF 
SEAT 
14(B.  by  lOin.  «  l/tt 
>Ain.  by  Iti*.  *  tf' 


RUBBER  SEAT  MATS. 
14i&.  by  lOin.    5  C       ISin.  by  tlio.  </• 
leia.  by  lltn.    7  8 

CANOE  MATS. 
ISiK.  by  l(hn. 


LUNCH  AND  TACKLC." 
AdiMtftbU  1o  ftny  Cr<cl. 


WATEBPROOP  GLOVES. 
VllK  Fin(«r«,      Without  Fiafm 
8r«  «  T/8  *l* 


37,  QDEEN  VICTORIA  ST.,  E.G.  LONDON.  58-59,  C9ARING  CROSS,  S.W. 


ANDERSON,  ANDERSON  &  ANDERSON, 

THE   WATERPROOFBRS.      THE   RUBBER  HOUSE. 

FOR  ALL  PURP0SE:S. 
WALKING,   DRIVING,   MOTORING,    TRAVELLING,  Ac. 
SURGICAL,  Ac,   HOSE,   MATS,   &   ALL   RUBBER  GOODS. 

Wholesale  and  Export  0NLTf.-35,  ST.  PAUL'S  CHURCHYARD,  E.C.  Works-BOW. 


A.  GARTER  &  CO.,  L""' 

Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  ManufacturoPSt 

871,  ST.  JOHN  ST.,  and  108  and  110,  ROSEBERY  AVENUE,  LONDON,  E.C. 


Telegraphic  Address  :— "  FISUOIG,  LONDON." 


Telephone :— H29  CENTRAL 


WEST  END  BRANCH-11,  SOUTH  MOLTON  STREET,  W. 


Near  Bond  Street  Tube  Station. 


Telephone :— 850  HAAYFAIR. 


The  "JOHN  BICKERDYKE  "  General  Rod. 

The  Best  and  Cheapest  Ail-Round  Rod  obtainable. 


-t-;»rr',.,..''-  ■'••.•'.V.V,-r,li>=a 


SPECIFIC  A  TIONm — i  Joints  of  Cane  with  Greenheait  tops ;  longest  length, 
14  ft.  Beach  Bod,  useable  also  as  an  11  ft.  Spinning  Rod  or  a  7J  ft.  Bod  for 
Sea  Fishing.    It  may  also  be  used  by  reversing  butt  as  a  7  ft.  Punt  Rod. 

Price  12/6. 

Best  Quality,  with  cork  handle,  solid  universal  winch  fittings,  revolving  loops, 
highest  class  finish.    Price  21 /m 

SPECIAL  LINE  OF  FLY  RODS. 

9  to  12  ft.  Greenheart,  with  two  tops,  universal  fittings,  cork  handle,  perfect 
action,  splendid  finish.    Price  1 2 /6m 

9  to  11  fc.  Split  Cane,  two  tops,  cork  handle,  high-class  finish,  perfect  action. 
Price  21/' 

DOUBLE    TAPER   TROUT   LINES,    Fine,  Medium,  or  Stout. 
30  yards,  5/-  40  yards,  6/6. 

ILLUSTRATED    CATALOGUES    POST  FREE. 
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